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MEMORABILIA
OF. THE " DUNLOPS

>d
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aYa

HE annals of a people, the memoirs of a life, the vast

@ treasures of history, have their origin in that desire

to know what has happened to other men, which

only yields to the desire of relating what we know about
ourselves.

The world, it has been said, is upheld by the veracity
of good men. We are ever disposed to live under the
shadow of such ancestral superiors. Our lands, our children,
are called by their names; their sayings have come down to
us in the form of quaint maxims; and tangible memorials
of their worth are to be found in our homes. Almost
every incident in our daily life recalls something to remind
us fondly of them.

In these memorabilia of some notable members of the
ancient family of Dunlop, it is the writer’s design to select
for illustration, from among their records, those who have
been distinguished in public or mercantile life, and espe-
cially the few who by their contributions to the world of

~ letters have adorned the name they bear.
": Some fabulous theories regarding the origin of the name
K Dunlop” obtained currency in olden times, but competent
j' authorities nowadays agree that the patronyniic of this
E
i
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OF THE DUNLOPS. . 3

whether of Norman or Celtic extraction, acquired these lands,
and became entitled to use the style and patronymic by
which his descendants have become known to us.

The first of the name “Dunlop” of whom we have
reliable evidence is Dom Gulielmus de Dunlop, who appears
in a notarial copy of an inquest now in the Charter Chest
of the Burgh of Irvine, in a cause betwixt the Burgh and
Dom Godfrey de Ross, in 1260, regarding lands held by
them from De Ross. This submission took place before
four Barons named De Boll (or Baliol), Dom de Gray, Dom
de Fleming, and Dom de Crawford. Other Barons being
named by mutual agreement, and several of them styled
simply “Majister,” in the foregoing inquiry, thus so early
as 1260 we have the word “Dom,” or “Dominus,” applied
to Gulielmus Dunlop, implying an equality of title with
the Baliols and Crawfords of that early period on the part
of William Dunlop, and thus also disposing of the imputed
“ Servitour.”

The next of the name is Neil Fitz-Robert de Dulap
who in 1296 appears in the Ragimonds Roll for that year
and whom Nisbet conjectures to be Dunlop of that Ilk.
“Delap” or “Dulop” is the vernacular pronunciation of
“Dunlop” throughout Ayrshire and other districts of Scot-
land where the name abounds to this day. In Ireland,
“Dunlop” is variously spelt “Dulap” and “Dunlap,” the
United States, too, having eminent professional and mer-
cantile men who write their name “Dunlap.”

For about 200 years the link in the chain of the ljunlop
of Dunlop is so broken that only about 1460, on the

appearance of Constantine Dunlop, grandson -of the Alex-
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James Dunlop, who married a daughter of Hamilton of
Orbieston about 1540, had two sons, James and Allan, who
are described as unruly youths, which they probably were,
and nothing more. Allan the younger had the “original
wickedness” to perpetrate a piracy on the coast of Fairlie,
which a modern reader might readily, and perhaps justly,
call a frolicsome lark, seeing that no blood was spilt. This
adventure of a party of fast young fellows during the
sixteenth century, as recorded in the “ Register of the Privy
Council,” is so “picturesque” that no apology is required
for its insertion in the language of that time among these
memorabiliv :— :

“ Anent oure soverane Lordis letters, rasit at the instance
of Lyon la Blankschew, indweller in Bertangne [Brittany],
maister of ane Schip callit the Perundaill, of Morbian mak
and mention [name]. That qubair in the month of October
last bipast, he arryvit at the port and havin of Irwin, ladin
with certane greit [coarse] salt and uther marchandice per-
tening to divers indivellaris of the town of Irwin, and becaus
of the dangeare for schippis to remane in the oppin raid
foranent the same, eftir the said ‘Lyon’ had disburynnit
his said schip of ane greit part of her laidyning he causit
transport hir to the raid of Littill Cumray under the Lord
of Fairleis place upoun hir ankir neirby the schoir on the
esit syde within half ane flicht schot to land, to remane
thair qubill wind and weddir mycht serve for hir returning
agane to the portis of Bertaigne, hoping in the mentyme to
have sustenit na stay, troubill, persute, nor impediment in
respect of the gude friendschip and amytie standing betwixt

the realmis of France and Scotland.
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Register, so presumably Lyon got back the “Perundaill,”
and returned to Morbian rejoicing.

Allan Dunlop and his crew of twenty-three scapegraces,
having got full command of the “ Perundaill's” wine
bunkers, after a jolly carousal, with a Largs piper on board,
possibly cruised round the Isle of Arran, and very probably
returned to Lamlash Bay, where they had landed the poor
French sailors, and delivered up the stolen craft to them,
minus the stores consumed, and wended their way to their
respective places of abode, rejoicing in the successful issue
of their piratical adventure.

James Dunlop, “the auld son,” was often in trouble, as
the “Privy Council Register” discloses, arising from family
squabbles of intensely human interest to the parties imme-
diately concerned, but certainly to nobody else now.

It is perbaps worthy of remark, in connection with the
prolific family of Dunlop, that from the earliest known
period of their history, though the pastoral domain of
Dunlop was not extensive, and their reputed wealth was
inconsiderable, still, amid all the vicissitudes incident to those
unsettled times, their social position enabled the race to
contract matrimonial alliances with the best blood of Ayr-
shire—a characteristic which has distinguished the family
of Dunlop not less in later than in earlier times. Con-
stantine Dunlop, who died in 1505, left a daughter, Janet,
who married James Stuart, Sheriff of Bute, great grandson
of King Robert II. After that period, we find members
of the family allied to a Douglas, a Maxwell, a Lyon of
Glammis, a Hamilton of Orbieston, a Montgomerie, and a

Cunningham of Glencairn.
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History of Glasgow, but to that of the many Glasgow
families with whom the Dunlops intermarried), before
“ decay’s effacing fingers” dim the fine penmanship of our
distinguished antiquary.

It may be worthy of notice here, in connection with
John Dunlop’s ecollateral relations, that his mother, Jean
Somerville, had three sisters, one of whom—Nicolas—was
married to Walter, first Lord Blantyre, and was grandmother
of the beautiful Lady Frances Theresa Stewart, Duchess of
Richmond, with whom Charles the II. was so deeply and
hopelessly enamoured. The other two sisters were connected
by marriage with the Skenes and the Whitfords of Lanark-
shire. So much for the family relations of John Dunlop of
“ (arnkirk.”

He himself became a Merchant, and was very prosperous.
His Burgess ticket is dated Glasgow, 18th July, 1631.
There are reasons for believing that he was a foreign
Merchant, trading to Holland, as many Scotsmen did at
that time. Being a younger son, he could not have much
patrimony, so that the very considerable fortune which he
possessed must have been the result of his own mercantile
enterprise. He also improved his monetary position by
marrying a rich widow, Bessie Dunlop, her first husband
being John Muck’ldane,* Merchant Burgess of Glasgow, who
died in 1630. John Dunlop appears to have invested the
greater part, if not the whole, of his wife’s fortune soon

after the marriage, in the purchase of Garnkirk. This

*With reference to Muck’ldane, Dr Buchanan alludes to his having a sister
married to Arthur Or, and they had a son named John Or.

Could this John be the first of the three John Orrs of  Barranfield {
2
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‘Episcopacy on Scotland, had made open resistance. This

action rendered it expedient for James to convey Dunlop to
his brother John in trust. He appears to have taken
possession of the estate in 1663, though five years afterwards
he resigned it in favour of his nephew. He also lent money
to the Laird, his brother. There is a bond by James to
John, dated at Dunlop Place, 2nd February, 1634, for 1,000
merks “for expeding of my lawful affairs and business.”
It conveys the plenishing in the house of Dunlop in security.
This bond was stated “to be written by Mr Alexander
Dunlop my brother,” and both he and Thomas Dunlop of
Househill subsecribe as witnesses.

John Dunlop died intestate in March, 1662, the amount of
the Inventory being only £190, and the debts due by him

£106. The smallness of the personal estate naturally excites

'surprise, and may have arisen from John Dunlop having con-

veyed his means (during life) to save the quot payable to the
Bishop on the means of a deceased person. This grievous
(;harge amounted to one-twentieth part of the moveables,
without deducting the debts at the time of the decease. It
was a monstrous injustice, which was not remedied till the Act
of the Scottish Parliament in 1669, whereby the quot was
made chargeable on the free estate.only, and was abolished
entirely in 1701. James Dunlop, the son and sole beneficiary,
having been a writer in Glasgow, very likely advised his father
to save to his successor payment of the quot altogether, by
divesting himself of his means during his own lifetime,
This conjecture has an air of probability about it, when it
is remembered that John Dunlop was then in the toils of

litigation with the Bishop in the Court of Session.
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to his decease, he said “As far as Will. is concerned, he
fills all my ‘ caumes,” answers all my expectations.” Standing
by his father’s bedside weeping, when he was dying, he
said “ William, thou was always a good son to me; the
Lord bless thee; my blessing be upon thee.”

Contemporary ministers concur in high commendation
of Mr Dunlop of the Abbey Church, Paisley, During the
beginning of his ministry his style of preaching was calm
and subdued, but as he advanced in life, though assailed
with bodily weakness, he became more vehement in manner—
in short, was a powerful preacher, and to the last days of his
ministry, prosecuted his studies with intense youthful ardour.

After the sad wrench to the covenanting Presbyterians
caused by the “Pentland Hill Rising,” he was depressed in
spirit. His preaching then became marked by a kind of groan
at the end of a sentence. A distinguished neighbour minister,
who was accustomed to assist in the Abbey Church at
communion seasons, said of him—“ Many a good word he
grouned over my head this day.”

Principal Dunlop wrote a descriptive account of Renfrew-
shire, which is referred to in Crawford’s History of that county
as the work of a reverend and curious antiquary. He had also
an interesting correspondence, still existing in MS,, regarding
the “ Improvement of the Fisheries on the River Clyde,” which
might probably be of some interest in these days, when
the purification of the river has become a burning local
question,

Dr Dennistoun, younger of Dennistoun, in a biographical
notice of Principal William Dunlop, eldest son of Rev.

Alexander Dunlop of Paisley, states that he was an active
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him in recognition of his own and his brother-in-law’s
(Mr Carstairs’) valuable services. In the discharge of the
important duties of this office, Principal Dunlop was ever
faithful to the interests of the University, seeking for the
promotion of the public rather than his own benefit. His
influence at Court procured a grant of £300 per annum
to help the then impoverished condition of the College
revenues.

In 1693 he was appointed Historiographer for Scotland,
with the modest salary of £40 per annum. “Cut off in
the prime of life, he left behind him a name distinguished
by the rarely united excellencies of an eminent scholar, an
accomplished antiquary, a shrewd merchant, a brave soldier,
an able politician, a zealous divine, and an able man.”

Of his two sons who succeeded him, Alexander became
eminent as a Professor of Greek in the same University
with which his father was connected. Cosmo Innes, in his
« Sketches of Early Scotch History,” when deseribing his
mode of teaching Greek, states, “He taught Verney’s
Grammar in the Bajan or junior class, and occupied the
whole session chiefly with it, the authors whom he named
being evidently read only as illustrative and subordinate
to the elementary instruction.” Mr Dunlop was for a long
time Professor of Greek, and was esteemed for his know-
edge of the language and his manner of teaching it

William Dunlop filled the Chair of Divinity and Church
History in the University of Edinburgh. He is reported
to bave been a learned and eloquent minister, but is chiefly
known by his publication (in 1719) of a “ Collection of

Confessions of Faith,” and an elaborate dissertation on the
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is the lady who is celebrated as the early friend and corre-
spondent of Robert Burns, a woman whose genius and
talents appear to have been second only to those of the
world-famed poet himself. It is a singular fact that so
highly did Burns appreciate the merits and friendship of
this amiable lady, his letters to her are couched in a more
serious and moral tone, almost approaching to awe, than
those to any of his other female correspondents.

Mrs Dunlop was among the first to discover the
marvellous genius of the poet, and stood his firm friend
and even adviser through good and evil report to the end
of his chequered life. No wonder then that the friends
and admirers of Burns have enshrined the memory of
Frances Ann Dunlop of Dunlop in the inmost recesses of
their hearts.

Few of her letters to Burns have been preserved, and
Mrs Burns, having been once asked if she could account
for their not being forthcoming, replied that Robert had
taken it into his head that Mrs Dunlop had deserted him,
and during a fit of despondency to which he was often
subject, he threw a lot of her letters and “mony mair”
into the fire.

Mrs Dunlop’s eldest son succeeded to the estate of his
maternal grandfather, and took the name and title of
Wallace of Craigie. James, her third son, succeeded in
1784 to the estate of Dunlop. He entered upon a military
career, and served in the American war, where he attained
the rank of Major. Afterwards he went to India as Captain
of 79th Regiment, commanding an assaulting column at

the siege of Seringapatam, where he was severely wounded.
b
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to the late Mrs Patrick, and afterwards in a condensed
form to the late James Dunlop of Tolleross, Dr John
Buchanan states that there are among them numerous
letters from three of these young men, John, William, and
Archibald, addressed to their parents, during the period of
their education in London and in Rotterdam, preparatory
to a commercial career. Of these long and interesting
epistles,* which are couched in terms of affectionate regard
for their parents, only brief extracts can be afforded space
for in this volume.

John was sent to London to be trained for a mercantile
life, and specially to acquire a knowledge of “book holding”
(book-keeping). He remained there from January, 1682,
till March, 1683. His letters evince much prudence, thrift,
and a strong desire by “self help” to push forward in
the world. His first intention was to embark on a trading
voyage, as was common in those days, to Cadiz and the
Straits, but, abandoning that project, he, with consent of
his parents, resolved to proceed to New York., His father
to this end advanced him, as his patrimony, £130, and
provided with a small assortment of linens and other goods,
selected as suitable for that market by an cxperienced
London Quaker, he left the Thames in a ship commanded
by another Quaker, named Richardson, in March, 1683.

On the 15th June he writes:—“ We made the land of

*The address on one of John Dunlop’s letters is curious. In those days

there was no post office in Glasgow. ‘‘For the Laird of ‘Garnkirk’ to be

left at James Campbell’s, vintner, Ediilburgh, Seotland, to be sent to

Glasgow.”
The paper is coarse folio, and John Dunlop often urges his friends when

writing him to use similar paper, so that they may have plenty of room.
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his letters to his father show much intelligence, those to
his mother being singularly beautiful in sentiment.

William Dunlop, the third son of James of Garnkirk,
was also intended for a mercantile life, and so was sent to
Holland in 1681 to acquire a commercial education (specially
book holding). As in those days there was great infercourse
between the two countries, many Scotsmen were settled
in Rotterdam and other Dutch towns as merchants, besides
many others who found refuge there from the persecutions
which bad been raging at home. The appointment of a
Conservator to protect the interests of Scottish commerce
formed part of Scotland’s early commercial policy.

In one of his earliest letters, William mentions that a
James Dunlop,* his cousin, probably of the Househill family,
was settled in Rotterdam; this cousin and his wife were

very kind to him, as shown in many little acts of attention

*In Blair's Glasgow Necropolis, p. 56, there is an allusion to a James
Dunlop of Rotterdam, who may be the same person :—‘“ Like the Dunlops
and Buchanans, the Bogles are one of the oldest and most respectable families
connected with this City, in proof of which it may be mentioned that James
Bogle, merchant in Glasgow, was selected by the estates of the Scottish
Parliament at the time of the Revolntion in 1688, along with James Dunlop
of Rotterdam, and George Clarke, mercbant in Edinburgh, for the delicate
and responsible duty of importing not less than ‘ten thousand’ stand of arms
for the use of his Majesty’s subjects in this Kingdom.”

The families of Dunlop of more modern date are numerous throughout
Holland, but specially in Rotterdam and the Dutch Colonies.

Intermarrying with Duteh families, they form a prominent class amongst
the bankers, merchants, and manufacturers of Holland. (Of them more anon.)
In Woodrow’s collections there is a letter by Sir James Stewart, afterwards
Lord Advocate, to Mr William Carstairs, then in Holland. It is addressed—
“For Mr James Dunlop, Merchant in Rotterdam, send this pr post to yer
Cussin at Leyden, dclay it not.” ¢ This James Dunlop was a son of Rev.
Alexander Dunlop of Paisley, and may not be of Househill, but the Auchenskaith
branch of Dunlops.” So writes Rev. Dr Burns of Paisley, editor of Woodrow’s
¢ Church History ” (1835).
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if I should stay only a quarter, he should have the 40
Gulders for Bookholding, the spoon and the chamberpot
therefore loving father my remaining hire half a year, shall
be more than I remained but a quarter 62 Gulders 10
stuyerrs, for my dyat in quarter.”

William was desirous to remain longer in Holland than
was originally contemplated and adds that, if allowed to do
so till the ensuing spring, “I think I might keep any
man’s book.” Hence the foregoing argument and calculation. -
Again, he explains the nature of “dyat” :—* Loving father
we have at school got verie good dyat have had my
stomack verie extraordinar weel our dyat being always
flesch, fisch, butter, cheese, I must at sometimes tak som
cakies, but as sparing as I can, which I think you will
allow me, for this is a scherp country, therefore I nid speak
no nor more.” William was learning Dutch, with which
his letters are flavoured.

He comments upon his dress as follows:—*“Loving father
wind [mine] clothes yt I got at my sisters marriage [about
two years previously] shall soon be skuffed, becaus I have
not another sout, that I can put on, for you know, mind
other clothes is so short, that I cannot put them on without
mind riding cott, be above them and yt I cannot indure
ye vader, is so vehement warm, and if it please Got yt I
shall be in this country in ye Winter season, I shall not
be able to wear them for stritness becaus I cannot put on
an little cott beneath them. There are 5 Scotsmen here at
School with me.” -

He suggests the following improvement in his attire:—

“For ane rug (Rough Cote) I would be varie desyrous of
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Tons burthen, which ye rest of the Owners with myself
intend for a trading voing [voyage] upon the Coast ¢ Crocus’
[Carracas] among the Spaniards, if it please God I should
return safe I shall quickly after see you.

“Ye rest of the owners are very pressing to have me
goe ye voige in her, but I am yet unresolved what to do,
in regaird it is infinitely worse than death, to be made a
captive, by a people in whom there is not the least sense
of honour, and from whome thair prisoners have never
received anything, but ye most severe barbarities, however
when I again consider that money which I came abroad ye
World for, is to be made among these inhuman butchers,
this gives me new desires to go upon ye designe, but when
I am abéolutely determined what to do in this matter, shall
by ye first opportunity thereafter write you.”-

He adds that he expected to be home “next summer
at furthest, and in the meantime sends a Bill of Exchange
by Thomas Cosford, Merchant in Fdinburgh, (who is uncle
to Sd. Cosford, and has ye manegement of his estate in his
absence) for £220 current monie of Scotland, payable as
you'll find by perusing of ye bill unto yourself or assigns
ye 29th day of July next ensuing,” which is twelve months
after date of his bills. “This bill,” he states, “is ye first
froints [fruits] of American voiges into Europe.”

The letter further states that he had made his will,
constituting his brother James his heir, in case of death.
In a letter to him, he requests—“ When you write, let me
know how your Wife and children doe, and if your son
Jammie and daughters are all alive.

“ Brother please give my humble duty to my Uncle
4
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7.—VWilliam Livingston, Aberdeen.

8.—Alexander Pyper, Merchant, Montrose.

By this marriage, Jean Dunlop, who predeceased her
husband, had two sons and one daughter. The oldest son,
John (born July, 1699), became a Banker in Edinburgh,
and Lord Provost of that city in 1742. He was father of
Thomas, who went to London and founded there the well-
known banking firm of Coutts & Co.*

Hence Jean Dunlop was grandmother of the millionaire
Coutts, and great-great-grandmother of Georgina Angela
Burdett, Baroness Burdett Coutts.

Resuming observations on the Dunlops of Garnkirk.
About the close of the seventeenth and beginning of the
eighteenth centuries the family records of this prolific race
and its collateral branches and intermarriages with the
merchant princes and landed gentry of the West of Scotland
afford abundant materials for genealogical study.

The lawyer laird of Garnkirk’s son, styled- the third
laird, married Lillias Campbell, of the North Woodside

* Low of Montrose, in his ‘‘ Notes on the Coutts Family,” published in 1892,
writes regarding the origin of this notable fumily :—

‘¢ Slightly over two hundred and fifty years ago, there lived and died, as far
as we know, in the ‘Auld brughe’ of Montrose, a woman Janet Ochiltree. Like
many more of her sex, she was anxious to enter the matrimonial state, and, a
suitable partner having been obtained, she was ¢ joined in the bond of marriage,
acceptable to God, and dear to man,” to an honest burgher named William
Coutts. They were blessed in their life with three children.

¢ Regarding this interesting couple little information has been handed down
to us, but Janet Ochiltree died in 1638, and her husband, William Coutts, forty
years later. He had been a Town Councillor in Montrose, 1657 and 1663.

¢ From this loving eouple, whose early history is shrouded in mystery, have
descended the illustrious family of Coutts, from whom sprang Patrick Coutts,
fourth son of Provost John Coutts, who married Jean Dunlop in 1677. Her

husband was known as a corn dealer and foreign merchant in Edinburgh, the
founder of the illustrious family of finauciers of European fame.”
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Glasgow as Bailie, Lord Dean of Guild, and Lord Provost,
in 1770, and died in 1777.

He had two sons and one daughter. (Of the second son,
John Dunlop of Rosebank, more hereafter) James, the
eldest son, married Miss Buchanan of the Drumpellier
family, by whom he had four sons and three daughters.
Colin, the eldest son, born in 1775, passed advocate, but
never practised. He acquired the Clyde Iron Works from
his father’s Trustees, and is the Colin Dunlop immortalised
in Sandy Roger’s jeu desprit, of which a few stanzas are

appended : —
COLIN DULAP.

We're muckle obliged to yon, Colin Dulap,
‘We're muckle obliged to you, Colin Dulap ;
Ye're truly a worthy auld patriot chap

To enlighten your eountry sae, Colin Dulap.

Ye patronise Zear, and ye propagate licht,

To guide erring man in the way that is rick¢;
Ne'er under a bushel your candle you clap,
But let it Jowe openly, Colin Dulap.

A burning and shining licht close by the Clyds,
Illuming the country around, far and wide,

Ye blceze like a beacon upon a hill tap—

A general benefit, Colin Dulap.

We pay for the sun, and we pay for the moon,
‘We pry for ilk starnie that blinks frae aboon ;
But your kindly licht never cost us a rap ;
"Tis as free as the air to us, Colin Dulap.

The sun I like weel. gin the sun wad bide still,
But then ilka nicht he slides doun "yont the hill,
Like a plump ruddy carl gaun tae tak his bit nap.
You never forsake us sae, Colin Dulap.

The moon does fu’ weel, when the moon’s in the lift,
But, oh ! the loose limmer tak’s mony a shift,
Whiles here and whiles there, and whiles under a hap,
But yours is the steady lichit Colin Dulap.
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were not embodied. Perhaps no member of this family has
a stronger claim to be thus distinguished.

* He was the youngest son of Colin Dunlop of Carmyle,
where he was born on the 1st December, 1755. Early in
life he married Jessie Miller, daughter of Lord Glenlee,
President of the Court of Session, by whom he had an
only son, Colin J. Dunlop, Sheriff of Renfrewshire, author
of the “ History of Fiction,” ete.

After completing a classical education, he entered upon
a commercial career as a partner of his father’s mercantile
house—Colin Dunlop & Sons—of which his only brother,
James, who afterwards became laird of Garnkirk, was also
a partner. This firm was among the leading importers of
tobacco in the City of Glasgow in their day. In Jones’
Directory for 1787 we afterwards find Jobn Dunlop in
business on his own account, trading as John Dunlop &
Co., Leech’s Court, Trongate.

Entering the Town Council in 1784, he became suc-
cessively a Bailie (in 1785-88), Lord Dean of Guild (in
1792-93), and Lord Provost (in 1794-95).

Miller of Glenlee, and towards the close of the century Rosebank became the
possession of John Dunlop, their son-in law.

The romantic character of this domain, with its umbrageous wood, lent itself
to artificial embellishment, and, in the hand of its new proprietor, his apprecia-
tion of natural beanty led to its mansion house and grounds being made one of
the most attractive residences on the Clyde.

In 1801, Rosebank became, by purchase, the- property of David Dale, of
New Lanark celebrity.

The Caledonian Railway Company, in the course of their operations, acquired
it, and divided the ground into two parts. The portion containing the mansion
was sold to the Messrs Dunlop of Clyde Iron works, who soon afterwards
disposed of it to J. Bain of Morriston.

* The accompanying portrait of John Dunlop is from a well-known painting
by Sir Henry Raeburn.

¥
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British Government led to his being deputed by the
Merchants’ House as their representative to the Commis-
sioners appointed for issuing Exchequer Bills with a view
to obtain an extension to the West of Scotland of financial
facilities (at that time only enjoyed by English merchants),
a measure of relief that was urgently needed during a
period of disturbed mercantile credit. The records of the
Merchants’ House bear that Lord Dean of Guild Dunlop
was successful in his negociations with the Commissioners,
and that he had thereby earned the gratitude of his
mercantile constituents.

The facetious chronicler, Senex, in “ Past and Present,”
has supplied us with a remarkable instance of Lord Provost
Dunlop’s promptitude and humanity, of which the narrator
was an eye-witness. The incident is rather gruesome in
its details, though not without point, perhaps warning, to
timid bailies, who naturally shrink from even witnessing
the fulfilment of the due behests of law.

Jock Sutherland, a poor silly creature pitted with small-
pox, with a most cadaverous countenance, timid and nervous,
was the hangman of the time. A man named M‘Millan
was executed for murder at the Cross of Glasgow. The
magistrates in attendance were congregated on the stair-hcad
of the Town House, and the scaffold erected adjoining it,
both being on the same level

Sutherland with difficulty had adjusted the rope about
the criminal’s neck, and had drawn the cap over the face,
when, having descended from the platform on which the
criminal stood, in order to await the signal for withdrawing

the bolt, the signal was given, and the handkerchief dropped
)
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When a young man, he became one of the founders of
what is known in our civic social history as the famnous
“ Hodge Podge Club.” Among the aspirants to public
and professional distinction connected with this aristocratic
coterie there were not a few who had a claim to be
dubbed sparkling wits.

It was when a member of this club that the poetical

bias of John Dunlop was developed. Some of his sweetest

lyries—his jovial and humorous compositions —were suggested

by incidents arising from his personal relations with this
brilliant galaxy of mirth and song. He not only composed
some fine songs in the Scottish language, but, like Tom
Moore, sang them with that rare grace and power which
distinguishes a professional from an amateur vocalist.

It is perhaps as singular as it is noteworthy that the
“Hodge Podge Club,” originating with a few young men
distinguished by literary tastes and desirous of cultivating
a correct style of composition, as well as improving them-
selves in the art of public speaking, should have adopted
such a gastronomic title for their club. -

As time wore on, there were added to their symposium
lighter enjoyments and political discussions while sitting
around that steaming condiment which rendered the name
of the club afterwards more appropriate.

Dr Strang, the historian of “ Glasgow and its Clubs,”
writes : —“ These knots of social and congenial spirits were
linked together by a cabalistic name or a common cordiality,
and met—for politics, pastime,” and pleasure —under the
roof of some well-known hostelry.” Hence the festive

character this literary society gradually assumed ; and hence,
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laureate of the club. His piquant description of the
personnel of its leading members is still regarded as a
valuable memento of the rhyming faculty of the author of
“Zelluco” and “View of Society and Manners in Italy,”
ete.

After hitting off the peculiarlties of several prominent

members, he touches up the lyrist in the following verse :—

‘¢ A hogshead rolls forward the worthiest among ;
What growling and grumbling it makes at the bung!
'Tis as jolly a cask as ever loaded the ground ;

’Tis plump John Dunlop with his belly so round.”

On Dr Moore leaving Glasgow, Mr Dunlop was by
common consent regarded his successor as bard of the club,
and on its fiftieth anniversary he composed and sang a
song, which has continued to be sung ever since at the
anniversary gatherings of the Hodge Podge Club.

A young member (Mr J. Murdoch), adopting the strain
of the absent poet laureate, has thus pourtrayed the bard

at a later period of his life:—

¢ What versatile talents in Dunlop prevail !
Thou genius of Hodge Podge, friend of mixture, all hail !
A merchant, a sportsman, a mayor, a collector,
Squire. captain and poet, politician and factor !”

After the outbreak of the American War, tobacco
importers in Glasgow were severely smitten, and the utter
collapse of many tobacco houses followed. J. Dunlop & Co,,
among others, were involved in the commercial crash.

The friendship of the Melvilles procured for him at this
crisis the Collectorship of Customs at Borrowstonness, from
whence he was transferred to Port-Glasgow.

It was during his residence at Kinneil, Linlithgowshire,
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of poetry by his relative. These are to some extent the
basis of his published poems in the two-volume edition,
although some of his finest compositions never got beyond
manuseript.

The author of these “poetic trifles,” as he calls them,
was a voluminous writer, from grave to gay in style, and
somewhat varied in merit. He bad been well grounded in
the Latin classics, and was, besides, familiar with current
literature in several Continental languages.

During the twenty-two years of his Collectorship of
Customs, his official work was very much of a routine
character, affording him leisure for literary studies and
supervision of the publication of his two volumes of original
poems.*

While he resided in Port-Glasgow, he moved amongst
the best society in the County of Renfrew, mingling with
them in their festive gatherings, sharing in the excitement
of the hunting field, and, besides, taking an active part in
the Volunteer and Yeomanry movement in the County,
which these exciting times both at home and abroad brought
about throughout the Kingdom.

It was scarcely a month prior to his deccase when
the Commissioners of Customs in Edinburgh, hearing of

Collector Dunlop’s indisposition, appointed a Greenock official

* Description of the two volumes of original poems referred to, published in
Greenock in 1817-18 by Donaldson & Macfarlan :—

Ten copies of each octavo volume only were printed for private circulation.
A copy of the two volumes was presented to Sir Walter Scott in 1818, the
inscription, in a round bold harnd, on the title page bearing—*¢To WALTER
Scorr, Esq., FroM J. Dunror.” On the title page is printed—‘‘ They are
well enough for a gentleman to read amongst his friends” (Boswell's Life of

Johnson ).
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on the bench, where, wearing neither gown nor wig, he sat
with his hat on his head.

As a lawyer he was regarded as sound and judicious,
clear and lucid in speech, never aspiring to flights of
eloquence. His words flowed fluently and gracefully. His
interlocutors were generally acquiesced in; comparatively
few of them had been appealed to a higher Court during
his Sheriffdom.

He was, however, better known in the world of letters,
by his various literary works, than in the judicial circle.
His taste for elegant literature was inherited from his
father, whose rhyming, if not his poetical, talent he to some
extent shared. His “History of Fiction” (from the earliest
Greek romances to the novels of the time in which he
wrote, in the year 1814) entitles him to be ranked among
the elegant scholars of his day.

Contemporary critics assailed his first effort with great
virulence. Christopher North, in Blackwood’s Magazine,
came chivalrously to the author’s rescue by proclaiming
that, despite its alleged defects, Jobn Colin Dunlop’s is
the most complete and useful history of prose fiction we
possess.

His other principal literary undertakings consisted of
a “History of Roman Literature” and “Memoirs of Spain,”
which were published about 1823.

In one of his father’s early manuscript books are to be
found some juvenile rhymes written by John Colin’s own
hand, in conjunction with that-of his clever cousin, Miss
Murdoch, daughter of Lord Provost Peter Murdoch, of

which some specimens are here introduced.
6
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families, some of whom rendered important public services
to their country.

John Dunlop, of HM. Customs, Greenock, son of Alex.
Dunlop, Professor of Greek in Glasgow University, was
born in 1730, and married a daughter of the Rev. James
Fisher of Maybole.

An eminent local annalist informs us that this Customs
House official, besides being an accomplished scholar, was
during his lifetime highly esteemed by the community of
Greenock for his benevolent character, integrity, and the
possession of sound common sense. Dying in 1805, he left
a son, Alex. Dunlop of Keppoch, Dunbartonshire, born in
1766, who became banker in Greenock. He was twice
married — first to Janet, daughter of Robert Graham of
Gairbraid, and afterwards to Margaret, daughter of William
Colquhoun of Edinbarnet.

By his first wife he had three sons and one daughter—
(1) John, who was known as the Temperance Reformer;
(2) Robert, a Captain in the R.N.; (3) Dr William, yclept
in literary society as “The Tiger;” (4) Janet, who died
unmarried.

By his second marriage he had four sons and five daughters
—(1) Hutchison, who died unmarried; (2) Alexander, M.P.
for Greenock; (3) Allan; (4) Andrew. The three sons 2, 3,
and 4 were married, but only 2 and 4 left issue.

The five daughters, viz, Margaret, Jane, Helen, Mary,
and Elizabeth, were all married, and left issue.

Helen Boyle, the third daughter, was the mother of the
Very Rev. Dr. Story of Glasgow University.

Verily, it might be said of the denizens of “ Old
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On one occasion, when addressing a meeting in Rochdale
(where John Bright delivered his maiden speech), raising
his right hand, he exclaimed, with intense earnestness and
deep emotion, “No person can have an adequate idea of
the difficulties I had to encounter in the beginning of the
temperance movement. I felt at times as if I would
have to abandon it in despair; everything seemed against
me.”

He still struggled on in the consciousness of the rectitude
of the position he had assumed. The first fruit of his toils
was the formation of a Temperance Society in Maryhill, on
the family estate of Gairbraid.

Defeated in his efforts to make headway in Glasgow,
he turned his attention to his native town, Greenock, where
he ultimately succeeded in founding an Association. The
benefits accruing induced a grateful community to place
his portrait in the main hall of the Temperance Insti-
tute.

In the course of a few years he left Greenock, and took
up his residence in London, where, during the last thirty
years of his life, he devoted his time and talents in aiding
the temperance movement throughout England.

His contributions to temperance literature were copious
and varied in style; they were distinguished by cogency of
argument and philosophic acumen. Many of his works
are still regarded as referential authoritics on temperance
questions.

His claim to be designated a Christian patriot and
philanthropist has never been questioned, while his dis-

interested services rendered to the cause of social reform
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and the natural language of the attitude, indicate that the
original must have been a man about whom something
more could have been written, had it then been known.

After graduating in the schools of his native country as
a disciple of Esculapius, he obtained a commission as surgeon
in the Connaught Rangers, and was actively engaged with
his regiment in the campaigns against the Americans in 1813,
1814, and 1815. Forgotten as these battles are mowadays,
outside of America, there was some hard fighting, in which
the Connaught surgeon, laying down the lancet for the
bayonet, played a not unconspicuous part.

Peace having been ar'ranged between the belligerents,
he went with his regiment to Calcutta. Manifold were
his occupations in the land of the Moguls.

To his convivial and charioteering propensities and his
military and medical duties were added the editing of a
local newspaper, and writing for Blackwood sketches of
Indian life, etc., under the nom de plume of “Colin
Ballantyne, R.N.” And, incongruous as it may seem, he
contracted at that time to exterminate with his rifle the
tigers which infested an island in the Ganges called Saugor,
whilst with his pen he fell with equal fury upon the
“ Cobbler,” as he called Silk Buckingham, to whose expulsion
from India, and the suppression of his newspaper, he mainly
contributed.

After having killed an immense number of these royal
game, he was, by universal consent of the natives, called
“The Tiger "—not because of any resemblance he had to
the “king of the cats,” but as a memento of his bold

achievement. By this sobriquet he was ever afterwards
. 7

\






PRI Sy RSN

- .

- o .

OF THE DUNLOPS. 51

Beyond question, he was treating the matter most
philosophically, as all political affairs ought to be by men
of sense. Not so, however, thought the proprietors of the
British Press. The editor’s views did not coincide with
theirs. A rupture followed, and he left the concern in
disgust.

The year 1825 was famous in the commercial history of
London for the flotation of undertakings in brick, iron, salt,
etc.,, without “limited liability.” With some of these schemes,
as a promoter, the doctor was identified. He accepted the
situation of superintendent of a salt company in Cheshire.
Beyond what he obtained as salary, he appears to have
made nothing from this or any other of the bubble companies
with which he had been connected.

Falling in with his congenial friend and countryman,
John Galt, in 1826, he entered heartily into the promotion
of his scheme known as *The Canada Company.” Accepting
an appointment under him, he accompanied Galt to his
“Toronto paradise.”

Although this colonising venture brought the novelist
much chagrin and disappointment, and ultimately led to his
abandoning the Dominion, “The Tiger,” now installed as
Grand Warden of the Dark Forest, remained there, and
became distinguished as a chopper, the founder of cities on
Lake Huron, as well as counsellor, friend and guide to
emigrants and settlers in Upper Canada.

Dr Moir (“ Delta”), in his biography of Galt, makes some
pleasing allusions to his literary friend, Dr Dunlop, while
in company with John Galt on his way to Canada. On

their arrival at Quebee, which was at the time filled with

E
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“It is a voice speaking to us from the forests of Canada
—ifrom the centre of woods that have seen generation after
generation of men pass away into the ocean of eternity.

“As Niagara rushing into the gulf below, pleasant does
the voice of the writer burst upon our ears, even as the
voice of a friend whom we thought we had lost for ever.
“As cold waters are to a thirsty land so is good news from
a far country.”

A literary friend, when noticing the contents of the
“ Backwoodsman’s” tiny volume, indulges in the foregoing
eulogistic strain.

Another, in the same terms of commendation, substantially
writes :(—

“The ¢Backwoodsman’ is a well-informed man on the
subject he so fondly dilates. Dozens of light pamphlets
have been scattered broadecast, and scores of heavy tomes
have thudded the ground, all about the Canadas, but here is
the best of the whole lot, written by a man who can handle
his quill as well as his hatchet, and is in every sense a
‘chopper.’

“The object of these Canadian sketches is of itself sufficient
to show that he is a good man, and the method by which
he has attained it proves that he is an able one, it being
“to give such information to emigrants [during those early
times] that they may not be disappointed on their arrival
in Canada; that they may know how to proceed, and where
to go, and not, as too often happens, waste their time and
money in great towns, making fruitless inquiries of people
just as ignorant as themselves, with this difference, that

they are aware of their ignorance, whereas their advisers
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“This ambidextrousness is ascribed by their countrymen
—how justly I know not—to their habit of using both
hands equally in throwing the shuttle.

“‘Verily, says a ‘Seestu’ reviewer, ‘a people who by
their advanced “thinking” give a tone to the politics of
Europe should be pre-eminently fitted to outstrip the Red
Indian of Upper Canada in chopping and tilling!’

“A man of fortune ought not to come to Canada. It
is emphatically the poor man’s country, but it would be
difficult to make it the country of the rich. Though the
necessaries, and most of the luxuries, of life are cheaply
and easily procured, yet the elegancies of life—refined or
literary society, public amusements, first-rate libraries,
collections of the fine arts, and many things that are
accounted almost as necessaries of life by the higher ranks
—belong of necessity to a state of society more advanced
than the Canadian. It is a good country for a poor man
to acquire a living in, or for a man of small fortune to
economise and provide for his family, but I can conceive
no possibility of its becoming, for centuries to come, a
fitting stage for the heroes or heroines of the fashionable
novels of Bulwer or young D’Israeli.” :

The “Backwoodsman’s” views regarding children from
six to twelve years of age being sent out to Canada under
a qualified_superintendent would bave met with a hearty
response from Mr Quarrier, had he begun his noble work
so early in the century.

“The possibility of the children being ill-treated is
hardly a supposable case in this country. Their labour is

too valuable for their master lightly to risk the life of it
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recommends my worthy, though diminutive, friend, Capt.
Holridge of the Silas Richards.”

Having made interesting observations on the climate of
Upper Canada, he adds:—

~ “Pulmonary consumption —the scourge alike of Britain
and the sea-coast of America —is so rare in Upper Canada
that in eight years’ residence the ‘ Backwoodsman’ has not
seen as many cases of that disease as he has in a day’s
visit to a provincial infirmary at home. [“Here,” says
Christopher, “he lets out the doctor.”] You never hear a
churchyard cough, and in the cathedral at Montreal, where
from three to four thousand people assemble every Sunday,
the service is seldom interrupted by those universal fits of
a suppressed hoast which in Scotland so often strangle the
sermon.”

Under each chapter be mingles caustic humour with
sound practical advice to emigrants.

Treating of field sports in Canada, he states:—

“Having settled yourself and got things into tolerable
order, you will next begin to think how you may amuse
your leisure hours, In the midst of forests abounding with
game, and lakes and rivers teeming with fish, the gun and
the rod naturally suggest themselves—not merely as an
innocent way of passing an hour, but as a means of adding
an additional savouriness to the family larder. There have
arrived in the province, within these last three years, per-
haps 15,000 English agricultural labourers, and it is no
great stretch of imagination to suppose that every twentieth
man among them, when at home, was a poacher, or at least

had some practical knowledge of the use of a fowling-piece;
8
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AN ECCENTRIC WILL.

The following, according to the Zoronto Herald, is the
will of Dr William Dunlop, at one time a Member of the
Legislature of ‘Upp-er Canada :—

“In the name of God, Amen. I, William Dunlop, of
Gairbraid, Western Canada, Esquire, beiﬁg in sound health
of body and mind, which my friends who do not flatter me
say is no great shakes at the best of times, do make my
last will and testament as follows, revoking, of course, all
former wills.

«1 leave the property of Gairbraid, and all other property
I may be possessed of, to my sisters, Helen Boyle Story,
Elizabeth Boyle Dunlop, the former because she is married
to a minister, whom (may God help him) she henpecks, the
latter because she is married to nobody; nor is she likely
to be, for she is an old maid, and not market rife,

“ And, also, I leave to them and their heirs my share
of the stock and implements upon the farm, providing always
that the enclosure round my brother’s grave be reserved;
and, if either of these should die without issue, the other
is to inherit the whole.

“I leave to my sister-in-law, Louisa Dunlop, all my share
of the household furniture and such traps, with the exceptions
hereafter mentioned. .

“1 leave my silver tankard to the eldest son of ‘Old

John, as the representative of the family. I would have

laughter ? Sooner, perhaps, than expected, for verily on the day of thy
departure I meditate to beat up thy jungle. Deus dadit volo. Though Toryism
were expelled from all the rest of the globe, it would find shelter in the log
house of Dunlop.” ;
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as a partisan, combined with the demeanour of a thorough
gentleman, The companions of his youthful days esteemed
him as a singularly amiable boy.

Perhaps it may be no invasion of the sancity of domestic
life to note “a prattling tenderness” prevailing in the
Keppoch family that led them to call the second son “Sandy
Dunlop” and “Uncle Sandy,” names by which he was
familiarly known in Greenock, and which are used by “ Wull,
the Backwoodsman” when designating “my brother Sandy”
as a residuary legatee in his remarkable “Last Will and
Testament,” drafted in 1832 at Lake Huron, in Upper
Canada.

Called to the Bar in 1820, he became distinguished
among lawyers, while editing the Court of Session Reports
known as “Shaw and Dunlop’s.”

In 1844 he married Elizabeth Esther Murray, daughter
of John Murray, of Ainslie Place, Edinburgh, on whose
death, in 1866, he assumed the name of Murray; and, on
the decease of his cousin, he succeeded to the estate of
Law and Edinbarnet.

In 1845, and again in 1847, he contested the representa-
tion of his native town—Greenock—without success. Like
his forebears, he was then a Tory.

- In 1852 he was successful, and for fifteen years represented
Greenock satisfactorily. He was now a thorough Liberal.

In Parliament he maintained an independent position,
and his namec became then, and is still, associated with
several Acts affecting Scotland, of a useful and humane
character, which he was successful in getting placed upon

the Statute Book.
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year 1868, the London Journals contained very flattering
encomiums regarding the eminent services rendered to his
country by Consul Dunlop.

Lord Stanley and the Ministry of that time were con-
gratulated on his promotion from the post of Consul at
Cadiz to the more important one of Consul General and
Judge at Havana, an appointment which gave the utmost
satisfaction to British merchants having business. relations
with Cuba.

Mr Dunlop was esteemed as a tried public servant, noted
for the assiduous discharge of his duties, and for many
valuable consular reports on commercial and financial sub-
jects.

At Vienna, Pesth, Constantinople, Candia, Cairo, and
Cadiz, he had never failed to distinguish himself by his
judicious protection and promotion of British interests,
regardless of fatigue and private expenditure.

The revolution that occurred in Hungary in 1848-49, and
its consequences, are well known to all who are acquainted
with the military operations that took place in Southern
Europe at that period.

The intervention of Russia in aiding Austria, when a
force of two hundred thousand men crossed the borders of
Hungary, and were there reinforced by sixty thousand Aus-
trians, crushed the rising hopes of Kossuth and his com-
patriots; the grand heroic epoch of that Hungarian struggle
for freedom now hastened to its tragic close.

Austria, inflated by her triumphs, dictated her own terms
to Hungary, and only a very restricted autonomy was con-

ceded to that ancient kingdom.
9






OF THE DUNLOPS. 67

A reader of these Memorabilia at this stage may say,
and that truly, that the writer has not exhausted the
catalogue of notable members of the ancient family of Dunlop,
and may at same time with equal truth affirm that, outside
a direct descent from the old stock, there are to be found
within the United Kingdom, our Colonies, America, Holland,
and our Indian Empire, representatives of the name whose
record justly entitles them to occupy a prominent place
among the cadets of Dunlop in their gallery of distinguished
men.

In Holland and her Colonial dependencies the name
Dunlop largely prevails. The commerecial intercourse between
Scotland and Holland at a very early period led many
enterprising Scotsmen to settle there, amongst whom would
naturally be found adventurous Dunlops.

During the 17th century it has been already noted that
Rotterdam, the birthplace of Erasmus, was celebrated for
its Academies, to which Scottish merchants were wont to
send their sons to board and to be trained for a mercantile
life. Amongst these were sons of the Dunlop families from
Scotland.

‘Some of the name settled in Holland, and by intermarriage
with Dutch families tended doubtless to the prevalence of
the name. .

On the writer's first visit to Holland, about 12 years
ago, he was astonished to find himself in contact with
business men in Amsterdam and Rotterdam named Dunlop,
or their immediate Dutch relatives. Seeking a clue to this

discovery, Samuel Dunlop, merchant in Rotterdam, kindly
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James Dunlop, Astronomer Royal at Paramatta, New
South Wales, was the son of John Dunlop, hand-loom
weaver at Dalry, Ayrshire, and was born there in 1793,

Like many other men of genius, he is reputed to have
inherited his talents from his mother, Janet Boyle, an
eccentric, “though bye-ordinar clever woman.” His father,
during his latter years, suffered from a lingering disease that
incapacitated him from contributing to the support of his
family.

James had in consequence, when only fourteen years of
age, to leave home, and found employment in a thread factory
in the neighbouring town of Beith. His natural aptitude for
mechanics was there early developed. During his intervals
of leisure he constructed turning lathes, telescopes, and
reflectors from such materials as his limited means afforded.
The ingenuity he displayed attracted the attentio;x of his
employers and fellow workmen, who discerned in him the
dawning of a distinguished scientist.

During the several years he followed his occupation in
Ayrshire, the prosecution of his favourite pursuits suffered
no abatement.

Major-General Sir Thomas Brisbane, whose enthusiasm
in astronomical science was unbounded, was appointed
Governor of New South Wales. He had previously made
the acquaintance of James Dunlop, and selected him to
become assistant astronomer at Paramatta. Along with
his wife he accompanied Sir Thomas, sailing from London
in 1821. They arrived at Sydney in November of that year.

It is well known among astronomers that the Governor’s

love of the science and determination to share in the work
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Thomas the observatory with its astronomical equipment at
Paramatta, James Dunlop was appointed Astronomer Royal
with a salary of £300 per annum. He again left this
country for Sydney to resume his observations, where he
had achieved his first triumphs.

Before leaving for New South Wales, his splendid
achievements led the Royal Astronomical Society of London,
in 1821, to confer upon him its highest honour by giving
him its gold medal.

Sir John Herschell, the President, in making the pre-
sentation, when alluding to Mr Dunlop’s services, and the
departure of his principal from the Colony, leaving the
Observatory under his sole charge, made the following
eloquent observations : —

“In such cases it is not only the head which plans, but
the hand which faithfully and promptly executes, that
claims our approval; in him were combined qualities render-
ing him of all others the very individual fitted for the
duties imposed, zealous, active, ready, but, above all—and
the combination is not an ordinary one—industrious and
methodical.

“The nebulous as well as the siderial heavens have
occupied his attention, not in a *fits and starts’ manner, but
continuous, perseveringly, and besides, in the prosecution of
this most difficult and delicate branch of astronomy, he has
availed himself of his own resources in the literal sense, the
instruments which he used being not only his own, but
the work of his own hands.”

He received two other medals, one from the King of

Denmark in 1833, and another from the Royal Institute


















Deodication

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE ROBERT DUNDAS
OF ARNISTON,
CHIEF BARON OF SCOTLAND, &o.

“ MY DeEAR CHIEF BARON,

“ Without leave asked or given, but presuming on
many years of uninterrupted friendship, I address these volumes
to your Lordship, and can assure you that the poems which they
contain from my own pen (if such trifles can be called poems)
have been committed to print with great hesitation and diffidence.
I have not, however, insulted the dignity of the press by
publication, having ten copies only to be thrown off for particular
friends on whose indulgence I can rely.

“ My reason for printing arose from the detached manuscripts
having got into a wider circulation than I could have supposed
possible, and having met with some of my own productions so
lengthened or abridged, so beautified or deformed, that I hardly
knew them.

“ Had the collection been destined for a bookseller’s shelf, I
would not have inserted so many of my own things, as I could
not in conscience have palmed them on the public for the much
better thing called cash; but, as the volumes are intended for
partial friends only, I feel less difficulty in bestowing ‘““a little
of my tediousness” (as Dogberry says) on your Worships.

“Perhaps a lurking desire of seeing myself in print may have
had some share in this rash proceeding, for I am well aware
how much truth is contained in the old observation, ¢ Haud cuiguam
injucunda que cantat ipse, and I do not think it would be good
taste to plead an exception to the general rule.

“ Without any affectation, I can safely say that the merits of
my poems are extremely slight, that they are very unequal, and
that nothing more can be said of them, if so much, than is
expressed in my motto—‘ They are well enough for a gentleman
to read amongst his own friends.”
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BY JOHN DUNLOP. 87

COMPOSED ON THE OCCASION OF THE HODGE PODGE
CLUB GIVING A BALL. (1813)

(To its ain tune).

The genius of “ Hodge Podge,” in frolicksome mood,
Though nearly approaching his grand climacterick,
Devised in his wisdom that dancing was good,
And bravely resolved to promulgate this edict—
“ Pipe, fiddle, and flute,
No longer be mute.
Ye have drunk long enough; we’ll have dancing to boot,
For I will and command that my son should entwine
The myrtle of Venus with Bacchus’s vine.”

Then up sprang the ¢ father” and friend of us all,
Demanding his pumps in a terrible fury.
“ From whence,” cried the genius, * that thundering call ?
And wherefore, dear Peter, this desperate hurry ? ”
“ Mighty genius! believe
I your mandate receive
With submission and awe ; but you’ll doubtless perceive
There's no time to be lost if you'd have me entwine
The myrtle of Venus with Bacchus’s vine.”

¢ That maxim so general, prudent, and sage,
Is prompted by nature and founded on truth ;
At once it embraces the interests of age,
And promotes in their zenith the pleasures of youth.
Then, Venus, give ear,
And, oh, be not severe ;
Be gracious and kind while due homage we swear,
For a smile from your lips can persuade us to twine
Your favourite myrtle with Bacchus’s vine.”

“ Behold,” said the goddess, * these beauties around !
By them, not by me, must the answer be given,
For here I am placed on debateable ground,
Though unrivalled my charms in the regions of heaven.


















































































































































































































