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THE completion of the History of the Camerons brings me_to

History of the Mackenzies, .y History of the Macdonalds and Lords
of the Isles, and, on a more limited scale, in my History of the
Mathesons. The present work, no doubt, like its predecessors,
contains errors, and not a few blemishes of execution and style ;
but, when the materials available are taken into consideration,
these defects will be readily condoned by those who best under-

know how very little help could be afforded even by the heads of
he leading families of the clan, however willing they may have
been to give it.

The portion of the bodk devoted to the career of General Sir
Allan Cameron of Erracht, K.C.B., has been re-written from a
series of articles, on that distinguished soldier, that appeared,
anonymously, in the first volume of the Celtic Magazine ; and for
the sketch of Colonel John Cameron of Fassiefern, distinguished
in the same field, I am mainly indebted to the account of his life,
by the Rev. Archibald Clerk, LL.D., of Kilmallie ; to whom I am
also under obligation for the valuable papers from which are taken
the interesting Appendices at the end of the volume. My thanks
are also due to Mrs. Mary Mackellar, the well-known Gaelic bard,
and a few others for valuable genealogical notes, and other in-
formation.

- The Index, which, I have no doubt, will be much appreciated
by those consulting the book, is the unaided work of my eldest
boy, Hector Rose Mackenzie, who has already shown a very con-
siderable and intelligent mte.rest in the Hxstory, Traditions, and
Folk-Lore of the H1ghlands;

AL M.
INVERNESS, August, 1884.

®

the end of another task, in a similar field to that traversed in'my .

stand the difficulties that had to be overcome, and by those who
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THE.

HISTORY OF THE CAMERONS.

ORIGIN.

IN an old Manuscript history of this family, printed in 7%/
Memoirs of Sir Ewen Cameron of Lochiel, the author says
—“The Camerons have a tradition among them that they
were originally descended of a younger son of the Royal
Family of Denmark, who assisted at the restoration of
King Fergus II, anno 404. He was called Cameron from
his crooked nose, as that word imports. But it is more
probable that they were of the aborigines of the ancient
Scots or Caledonians that first planted the country.” Skene
quotes this family Manuscript in his Highlanders of Scot-
land, and agrees with its author that the clan came
originally from the ancient inhabitants of the district of
Lochaber. He says :—*“ With this last conclusion I am fully
disposed to agree, but John Major has placed the matter
beyond a doubt, for in mentioning on one occasion the Clan
Chattan and the Clan Cameron, he says, ¢ Hae tribus sunt
consanguinez’. They, therefore, formed a part of the
extensive tribe of Moray, and followed the chief.of that race
until the tribe became broken up, in consequence of the
success of the Mackintoshes in the conflict on the North
Inch of Perth, in 1396,” after which the Camerons separated

themselves from the main stem, and assumed a positionyof
~ independence. Major further says that “these two tribes

I
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2 THE HISTORY OF THE CAMERONS.

are of the same stock, and followed one head of their race
as chief”. Gregory, who agrees with these authorities, says
that the Camerons, as far back as he could trace, had their
seat in Lochaber, and appeared to have been first connected
with the Macdonalds of Islay, in the reign of Robert Bruce,
from whom Angus Og of Isla had a grant of Lochaber.
“There is reason to believe,” he continues, “that the Clan
Cameron and Clan Chattan had a common origin, and for
some time followed one chief.” They have, however, been
separated, according to this author, ever since the middle
of the fourteenth century, if not from an earlier date.
Alexander Mackintosh-Shaw, in his recently published
History of the Mackintoshes, makes a sturdy attempt to
upset the authorities here quoted, founding his argument
mainly on a difference between the original edition of
Major, printed at Paris in 1521, and the Edinburgh edition of
1740. It appears to us, that the ingenious argument used,
tends rather to weaken than strengthen the position taken
up by this author, and in his “Postscript,” written in reply
to Skene’s views, as set forth in Vol. 111, Celtic Scotland,
he considerably modifies what, in the body of his work, he
contended for. In the postscript he says :—“1 have no
wish to deny the possibility that the two clans were con-
nected in their remote origin ; all I say is, that no sufficient
evidence of such connection has yet appeared, and, therefore,
that no writer is justified in affirming the connection as a
fact” Compare this with what he writes at p. 129 of the
same work, where he says that the original reading of
Major, and the considerations suggested by it, “afford very
strong evidence that the statements of Mr. Skene as to the
community of stock of Clan Chattan and Clan Cameron.

. are in reality unfounded”. Skene too has somewhat
modified the opinion published by him, in 1837, in his
Highlanders of Scotland. In that work he maintained
that the famous combat on the North Inch of Perth was
fought between the Mackintoshes and the Macphersons,
whereas in his later work, Celtic Scotland, he comes to the
conclusion that the combatants were the Mackintoshes and
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the Camerons. Thus all the leading authorities are now at
one on this long-contested point.

Skene’s later conclusions on the subject are important.
In his recent work he informs us that when the Royal
forces attacked Alexander, Lord of the Isles, in 1429, and
defeated him in Lochaber, the two tribes who deserted him
and went over to the Royalists were, according to Bower,
the “Clan Katan and Clan Cameron”; while Maurice
Buchanan gives them, “more correctly, as the Clan de
Guyllequhatan and Clan Cameron”. On Palm Sunday,
being the 2oth of March following, the Clan Chattan
attacked the Clan Cameron when assembled in a church,
to which they set fire, “and nearly destroyed the whole
clan”. Though it would seem from these statements that
all the Camerons and Mackintoshes deserted the Lord of
the Isles on that occasion, it is clear that this was not the
case, for, after his restoration to liberty, the Hebridean chief, '
in 1443, granted a charter to Malcolm Mackintosh, of the
lands of Keppoch, and, in 1447, conferred upon him the
office of Bailie of the Lordship of Lochaber. Ample
evidence is forthcoming that the Camerons were by no
means totally destroyed, as stated by the chroniclers. It
would thus appear,” says Skene, “that a part only of these
two clans had deserted the Lord of the Isles in 1429, and
a part adhered to him ; that the conflict on Palm Sunday
was between the former. part of these clans, and that the
leaders of those who adhered to the Lord of the Isles,
became afterwards recognised as captains of the respective
clans. It further appears that there was, within no distant
time after the conflict on the North Inch of Perth, a bitter
feud between the two clans who had deserted the Lord of
the Isles, and there are indications that this was merely the
renewal of an older quarrel, for both clans undoubtedly
contested the right to the lands of Glenlui and Locharkaig
in Lochaber, to which William Mackintosh received a
- charter from the Lord of the Isles in 1336, while they
unquestionably afterwards formed a part of the territory
possessed by the Camerons. By the later historians, one of

““
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the clans who fought on the North Inch of Perth, and who
were termed by the earlier chroniclers Clan Qwhele, are
identified with the Clan Chattan, and that this identification
is well founded, so far as regards that part of the clan which
adhered to the Royal cause, while that in the part of the
Clan Cameron who followed the same course, and were
nearly entirely destroyed on Palm Sunday, we may recog-
nise their opponents the Clan Kay, is not without much
probability.” This is most likely ; and the fact that Skene
has found it necessary to depart so far from his earlier
theory gives it greater weight, and renders it on the whole
pretty conclusive.

The Clan Chattan of modern times who followed
Mackintosh as Captain of the clan, consisted of sixteen
septs, but the original Clan Chattan was formed of the Clan
Mhuirich, or Macphersons, the Clan Daibhidh or Davidsons,
“who were called the Old Clan Chattan,” and six others,
who came under the protection of the clan, namely, the
Macgillivrays, the Macbeans, the Clan MhicGovies, the
Clan Tarrel, the Clan Cheann-Duibh, and the Sliochd-
Gow-chruim or Smiths. The Clan MhicGovies were a
branch of the Camerons, while the Smiths were the
descendants of the famous godla or smith who took the
place of the missing man at Perth in 1396.

On the other hand, the Camerons at that period
consisted of four branches or septs, known “as the Clan
Gillanfhaigh or Gillonie, or Camerons of Invermalie and
Strone; the Clan Soirlie, or Camerons of Glenevis ;
the Clan Mhic Mhartain, or Macmartins of Letter-
finlay ; and the Camerons of Lochiel. The latter were
the sept whose head became Captain of Clan Cameron
and adhered to the Lord of the Isles, while the three
former represented the part of the clan who seceded from
him in 1429. Besides these, there were dependent septs,
the chief of which were the Clan Mhic Gilveil or Mac-
millans, and these were believed to be of the race of Clan
Chattan. The connection between the two clans is thus
apparent. Now there are preserved gencalogies of both
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clans in their earlier forms, written not long after the year
1429. One is termed the ‘genealogy of the Clan an Toisig,
that is the Clan Gillechattan,” and it gives it in two separate
lines. The first represented the older Mackintoshes. The
second is deduced from Gillechattan Mor, the eponymus of
the clan. His great grandson Muireach, from whom the
Clan Mbhuirich takes its name, had a son Domnall or
Donald, called ‘an Caimgilla,” and this word when aspirated
would form the name Kevil or Quhevil. The chief seat of
_this branch of the clan can also be ascertained, for Alex-
ander, Lord of the Isles and Earl of Ross, confirms a
charter granted by William, Earl of Ross, in 1338, of the
lands of Dalnafert and Kinrorayth or Kinrara, under
reservation of one acre of ground near the Stychan of the
town of Dalnavert, where was situated the manor of the
late Seayth, son of Ferchard, and we find a ¢ Tsead, son of
Ferquhar,’ in the genealogy at the same period. Moreover,
the grandson of this Seayth was Disiab or Shaw, who thus
was contemporary with the Shaw who fought in 1396.
With regard to the Clan Cameron, the invariable tradition
is, that the head of the Macgillonies or Macgillanaigh led
the clan who fought with the Clan Chattan during the long
feud between them, and the old Genealogy terms the
Camerons Clan Maelanfhaigh, or the race of the servant
of the prophet, and deduces them from a common ancestor,
the Clan Maelanfhaigh and the Clan Camshron, and as the
epithet ‘an Caimgilla, when aspirated, would become
‘Kevil,” so the word ¢ Fhaigh’ in its aspirated form would
be represented by the ‘Hay'’ of the chroniclers. John
Major probably gives the clue to the whole transaction,
when he tells us that ‘these two clans —the Clan Chattan
and Clan Cameron, which, as we have seen, had a certain
connection through their ‘dependent septs—‘were of one
blood, having but little in lordships, but following one head
of their race as principal, with their kinsman and de-
pendents’. He is apparently describing their position
before these dissensions broke out between them, and his
description refers us back to the period when the two clans
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formed one tribe, possessing the district of Lochaber as
their Tuath or country, where the lands in dispute—Glenlui
and Locharkaig—were probably the official demesne of the
‘old Toisech, or head of the tribe’”* The ancient and
common origin of the Mackintoshes and Camerons in that
of the old Clan Chattan will, it is thought, be now admitted
by all whose theories as to the origin of their own families
will not be upset or seriously affected by the acknow-
ledgment.

The original possessions of the Camerons were confined
to the portion of Lochaber lying on the east side of the
Loch and River of Lochy, held of the Lord of the Isles as
superior. The more modern possessions of the clan—
Lochiel and Locharkaig—Ilying on the west side of these
waters, were at an earlier period granted by the Island lord
to Macdonald of Clanranald, by whose descendants they
were for many generations inhabited. = Skene holds that,
as the Clan Cameron is one of those whose chief bore
the somewhat doubtful title of Captain, a strong suspicion
exists that the Cameron chiefs were of a different branch
from the older family, and had, in common with the other
families among whom the title of Captain is found, been
the oldest cadet, and in that capacity had superseded the
elder branch at a period when the latter became reduced
in position and circumstances.

The traditionary origin of the Camerons proper, clearly
points to the ancient chiefs of the clan, for, continues the
same author, “while they are unquestionably of native
origin, their tradition derives them from a certain Cambro,
a Dane, who is said to have acquired his property with the
chiefship of the clan, by marriage with the daughter and
heiress of Macmartin of Letterfinlay. The extraordinary
identity of all these traditionary tales, wherever the title of
Captain is used, leaves little room to doubt that in this case
the Macmartins were the old chiefs of the clan, and the
Lochiel family were the oldest cadets, whose after-position
at the head of the clan gave them the title of Captain of

* Celtic Scotland, Vol, 111., pp. 313-318.
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the Clan Cameron. There is reason to think that, on the
acquisition of the Captainship of the Clan Chattan, in 1396,
by the Mackintoshes, the Macmartins adhered to the suc-
cessful faction, while the great body of the clan, with the
Camerons of Lochiel, declared themselves independent, and
thus the Lochiel family gained that position which they have
ever since retained.”* It is supposed that another circum-
stance—the desertion of the Lord of the Isles by the clan
at Inverlochy in 1431—helped to raise the leader of the
Lochiel Camerons to the chiefship of the whole clan, at a
time when the Macmartins, after the victory of the Lord
of the Isles, were furiously attacked, and their leader driven
to exile in Ireland, while his followers had to take refuge
in the more mountainous parts of the Cameron country.
The Macmartins were afterwards unable to assume their
former position at the head of their house, and Cameron of
Lochiel, the oldest cadet of the family, assumed the chiefship
of the whole clan, with the title of Captain, and was placed
at their head. The leader who is said to have first taken
up this distinguished position was the renowned Donald
Dubh, from whom the Cameron chiefs take their patronymic
of “Mac Dhomh'uill Duibh,” and of whom in his proper
place.t

* Highlanders of Scotland, Vol. I11., pp. 194, 195.
+ The following is a curious traditional account of how the Camerons first came
to Lochaber, and of the origin of their name :—

*“The first man who was called by the name of Cameron, was much renowned for
his feats in arms, and his prodigious strength ; a monument of which is still re-
maining near Achnacarry, the seat of Lochiel ; namely, a large stone, of upwards
of soolb. weight, which he could hoist from the ground with a straight arm, and toss
it with as much ease, as a man does a cricket-bat ; a plough-share he could bend
round his leg like a garter ; and the strongest ropes were no more in his hands than
twine-thread. In short, he seems to have been a second Samson ; with this differ-
ence only, that our Cameron seems not to have been so easily inveigled by the
women as the Jew was, nor did his strength lie in his hair.

4 *“ This man of might was so conscious of his strength and prowess, that he thought
*  no man upon earth was a match for him, and accordingly entered the lists with the
A ~most famous champions of that age, nor was he afraid to challenge the most renowned
- of them. In one of their combats, it seems, his antagonist handled him very
roughly, and with a violent blow of his fist set his nose awry ; for the encounter was
accidental, and consequently both were unarmed ; for had they fought with swords,
he might have hewed it quite off, but this blunt blow only set it on one side ; yet so,
as that it could never be recovered to its right position. From this accident he was

?.
2
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According to the Manuscript of 1450, which begins
the genecalogy of the MacGillonie Camerons with Ewen,
son of this Donald Dubh, the descent of the early family

always afterwards called Cameron, or, the Knight of the Wry Nose, as that word
imports in the Highland language.

“ QOur hero was now arrived at the 3s5th year of his age, and had given many
signal proofs of his valour, so that his name became terrible all over the country.
But having little or no paternal estate, he began to think it highly necessary for him
to join himself to some great and powerful family, the better to enable him to dis-
tinguish himself more eminently, than it was possible for him to do as a single man,
without friends or relations, or at least such as were of little or no account. He
had spent his life in the shire of Dumbarton ; but as he had no family or inheritance
to encumber him, he resolved to try his fortune in the world, and to go in search of
a wife. He set out accordingly, and happened to light on that part of the country
where Lochiel’s estate now lies. Here he informed himself of the character and
circumstances of the chief who resided there, and understood that he was a man of
a large estate, had a great number of friends and dependents, and withal had a fair
and excellent young lady to his daughter. This was a foundation sufficient for our
wry-nose knight to build his hopes and future expectations upon. He soon made
himself known to the gentleman, whose name was MacTavish, Baron of Straborgig;
[? MacMartin, Baron of Letterfinlay] to whom having given an account of himself
and his business (for his fame was there before) he was kindly welcomed, and
treated with all the civilities imaginable.  In short, a bargain was soon struck for
the daughter, who was as well pleased as the father with the offer of a husband so
much to her liking ; for strength of body, vigorous and sinewy limbs, and un-
daunted courage, were, in those days, the best qualifications to recommend a man
to the affections of a lady.

‘“ The Baron of Straborgig was the more willing to marry his daughter to our
knight, because by this alliance he should get a brave, bold man to head his people
against the clan of MacDonalds of Glengarry, who bordering on the Lochiel estate,
there were frequent birkerings and skirmishes between the two clans; for in those
days all quarrels and disputes were decided by the strength of the arm, and the
edge of the sword. Our knight, whose courage never flinched in the greatest
dangers, led on his men boldly, and fought many bloody encounters with the Mac-
Donalds whose chief he challenged to single combat; but MacDonald knowing
his antagonist was superior to him in strength, refused, but fought it out with him
in a pitched battle, in which however he was worsted, and great numbers of his
people slain ; and finding himself much weakened, and his clan greatly diminished
since the Knight of the Wry-nose became his enemy, he proposed a compromise
between the two families; which was agreed to, and the chiefs on both sides met
(cach attended with a numerous retinue, to prevent surprise) in a certain meadow
that lay, as it were, between both estates, and which both laid a claim to. Here
the matters in difference were solemnly and amicably debated ; and at length the
parties came to this conclusion: That MacDonald should, for him and his heirs,
for ever renounce all his claim and pretence of right to such a certain district, con-
taining about 500 acres of land, with all the royalties, privileges, and prerogatives
thereunto belonging and appertaining, the contending for which had occasioned
innumerable feuds and quarrels, and the effusion of a great deal of innocent blood 8
this he solemnly assigned and made over to the Knight of the Wry-nose, and his
heirs for ever. This is the story which the Highland Bards have recorded of this
great progenitor of the Camerons ; and these are the means, they tell us, by which
he got possession of an estate worth £100 a year.”—Life of Dr. Archibald Came-
7on : London, 1753.
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chiefs extends back from Donald’s son in the following
order:—“ Ewen, son of Donald Dubh, son of Allan Millony,
son of Paul, son of Gillepatrick, son of Gillemartan, son of
' Paul, son of Millony, son of Gilleroth,* from whom
descended the Clan Cameron and Clan Millony ; son of
Gillemartan Og, son of Gilleniorgan, son of Gillemartan
Mor, son of Gilleewen, son of Gillepaul, son of Eacada, son
of Gartnaid, son of Digail, son of Poulacin, son of Art, son
of Angus Mor, son of Erc, son of Telt.”+ This genealogy
clearly refers to the “ Maelanfhaigh” or Macgillonie branch
of the family, and it begins with Ewen, second son of
Donald Dubh, who thus appears to be the progenitor of
the Macgillonie or Camerons of Strone; while Allan, the
eldest son, succeeded his father Donald, and carried on the
Lochiel-Cameron line of succession, which we shall now-
proceed to trace from its source, so far as possible with the
materials at our command. .

The name Cameron in ancient times was variously
written, in such forms as Cameron, Cambron, Cambrun.
The first of which we find any trace is,

I. ANGUS,

Who married Marion, daughter of Kenneth, thane of
Lochaber, and sister of Bancho, a fact which amply proves
that Angus was a person of rank and dignity, even at that
early period ; for Bancho, in addition to his position as a
Royal Prince, was governor of one of the largest Provinces
in the Kingdom, Lochaber being said to comprehend, at
that time, all the lands between the River Spey and the
Western Sea. Angus is alleged to have been instrumental
in saving Fleance the son of Bancho, his own lady’s
nephew, from the cruelty of Macbeth, and to have been

*Skene says in a foot-note, Vol. IIL., Celtic Scotland, p. 480, '*This is the
Gilleroth mentioned by Fordun in 1222 as a follower of Macohecan in his insurrec-
tion, along with whom he witnesses a charter as Gilleroth, son of Gillemartan ”.

4 Translated by Skene, and printed with the Gaelic original in Celtic Scotland,

- } Vol. II1., p. 480.

s
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rewarded and highly esteemed on that account. He was

succeeded by his eldest son, {

1

II. GILLESPICK OR ARCHIBALD, .

Who joined the loyalists and assisted in the restoration of
Malcolm Ceanmore in 1057. For this service he was,
according to the family historian, raised with many others
to the dignity of a “ Lord Baron,” on the 25th of April in
that year; but such dignities it scems were not hereditary
in Scotland in those days, but ended with the lives of those
on whom they were conferred, though, in many cases, they
were renewed to their sons. This does not appear to have
happened in the case of the Camerons, and the dignity died
with its first possessor. He was succeeded by his eldest
son,*
III. JouN CAMERON,

Said to have lived in the reign of King David I., but nothing
further is known regarding him. He was succeeded by his
son,

IV. ROBERT CAMERON.

In a donation to the Monastery of Cambuskenneth, before
1200, in the reign of William the Lyon, Henry, Archdean
of Dunkeld’; Alexander, Sheriff of Stirling; Henry de Lam-
berton ; and this Robert “ Cambron,” are found witnesses.
He died carly in the reign of Alexander II., leaving issue—

I. John, his heir and successor. )

2. Robert de Cambron, whose name is mentioned with
that of his brother in the Chartulary of Scoon in 1239, and
is said by some, but, we think, erroncously, to have been
the progenitor of the Camerons of Strone.

3. Hugo, or Hugh, or Ewen de Cambron, mentioned in
the Chartulary of Arbroath in 1219, of whose posterity
nothing is known.

*He is said to have had a second son, Angus, who had a son, Martin, from

whom the Macmartins of Letterfinlay sprung. This, however, is not consistent | =
with what has been already stated. ‘ L

|
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Robert Cameron was succeeded by his eldest son,

V. SIR JoHN DE CAMERON,

. Who, as John de Cambrun, is witness to a donation in
favour of the Religious House at Scoon in 1234, with Walter,
son of Alan, Lord High Steward and Justiciar of Scotland ;
Walter Cumin, Earl of Menteith ; Adam de Logan, John
de Haya, and his own brother, Robert de Cambrun. He
is also mentioned in connection with some marches, in the
Diocese of Aberdeen, in 1233 ; and in 1250 he is found
designed “ Johannes de Cambrun, Miles,” etc. He had two
sons—

1. Robert, his heir and successor.

2, John, mentioned in Pryme’s Collections, in 1296. He
is alleged to have been progenitor of the Camerons of Glen-
evis, though others maintain, with more probability, that
they were originally Macdonalds. Sir John died in the
reign of Alexander II., and was succeeded by his eldest son,

VI. Sik ROBERT DE CAMERON,

One of those who made their submission to Edward I. of
England. He is twice mentioned in Pryme’s collections,
first as dominus Robertus de Cambrun, Miles, and afterwards,
in 1296, Robertus de Cambrun, Chevalier. He was succeeded
by his son,

VII. JoHN DE CAMERON,

Who made a great figure in the reign of King Robert Bruce,
in whose time the clan appears to have been numerous in
Lochaber. He was one of the Highland chiefs who signed
the famous letter to the Pope by the Scottish Nobility in
1320, in which they plead for the king’s title to the Scottish

_Crown and for the Independence of Scotland. He was
succeeded by his son,

VIII. JoHN DE CAMERON,

a considerable body of his followers, whom he commanded

e o L fRccd Y
/ : P

/ Also known as “John Ochtery”. He joined David II. with

.,
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U

in the third Division of the Scots army, at the battle of

Hallidon Hill, on the 15th of July, 1333. He continued in
the king’s service until the English were expelled from the

kingdom, and the king firmly settled in the government

of Scotland.*
He married Ellen de Montealto, or Mouat,} with issue—

IX. ALLAN CAMERON,

Commonly known among his countrymen as “ Allan
MacOchtery,” which some writers have rendered ¢ Allan
MacUchtred”. This does not, however, appear to have any
meaning, for no such name as Uchtred turns up before or
after, so far as we can find, in the whole Genealogy of the
clan. A much more likely origin will be found in the sug-
gestion that the name means Allan “ MacOchdamh Triath,”
or Allan son of the Eighth chief. According to the family
Genealogy given here, and in the Baronage, where two
Johns are given in succession immediately before this Allan,

*The only chiefs prior to this period named in the Family MS. are the first
two and the last, Angus, Gillespick, and John, The others are given in Wood's
edition of Douglas’s Baronage, where at this point two Johns are given in succes-
sion. The acts ascribed to the two Johns of Douglas's Baronage are ascribed to
one John in the Family MS. We have followed the former. It is, however, quite
impossible to secure certainty on a genealogical question so remote in the case of
any of our Highland clans. Referring to these discrepancies, the Editor of the
*“*Memoirs" says that he ‘“has been informed by one of the highest authorities on
these subjects, that the earlier generations contained in Douglas's Baronage, when
not fabulous, were not of the Locheill family, but belonged to the family of Came-
rons of Balligarnoch, in Perthshire, and that the founder of the Locheill branch
was Donald Dubh MacAllan,” the sixth chief, according to the Memoirs. ‘It
ought, however, to be observed,” he continues, *‘ that although the author evidently
labours under the impression that the first were of the Locheill branch, yet he
merely asserts that they were the principal men of the name of Cameron of whom
he could find any mention in history.” A John Cameron is mentioned in a docu-
ment, dated 1oth of March, 1233, printed by Mr. Charles Fraser-Mackintosh, p.
24 of his /nvernessiana, and, at p. 44 of the same work, Robert de Chambroun de
Balgligernaucht (? Baligarny) is mentioned in a document, dated the 16th of De-
cember, 1292, by which the king grants him a pension of 5o merks, payable by the
burgesses of Inverness.

+ The Earl of Mar, about 1357, granted a charter, witnessed by Sir John le
Grant, to John Cameron, conveying to him and Ellen de Montealto, or Mouat, his
wife, in free marriage, certain lands in Strathdon.—Antiguities of Aberdeen and
Bang, Vol. 1V., p. 158. Also, Te Chiefs of Grant, by William Fraser, LL.D.,
1883, Vol. I, p. 42.

1
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{such a designation would be strictly accurate. Its value
will at once be seen by those who understand Gaelic ; and
\it certainly supports the Genealogy which gives two chiefs
named John. Allan’s reign was of a most turbulent character.
In his time began the feuds between the Camerons and the
Mackintoshes, which continued more or less inveterate for
many generations after, and were only finally settled to-
wards the end of the seventeenth century.

There are various versions cutrent, mostly traditional, of
the origin of the long-continued and bitter feuds between
these two powerful families. One will be found in the
Celtic Magazine, Vol. V., pp. 284-86, contributed by the
late Patrick Macgregor, M.A., Toronto, a native of Bade-
noch, well acquainted with the folk-lore of the district.
Others are more or less known, but the following is the
most recent, and probably the most accurate— By the
marriage of Eva, only child of Dougal Dall MacGilleCattan,
chief of the ancient Clan Chattan, to Angus, sixth chief of
Mackintosh, in 1291, when he obtained with her, if not the
headship of the clan (a question still hotly disputed), at
least the lands of her father, comprising those of Glenlui
and Loch Arkaig, in Lochaber. The Mackintoshes, how-
ever, do not appear to have possessed these lands at this
period for any length of time, for Angus, who is said- to
have lived in Glenlui with his wife for a few years after his
marriage, is soon an exile from his home, he having had to
flee from the Lord of Isla, to’ Badenoch. The lands, thus
becoming vacant, were occupied by the Camerons, who
continued in them for some years without disturbance.
William Mackintosh, the son of Angus and Eva, on attain-
ing his majority, demanded the lands in question, and,
according to one of the Mackintosh MSS,, obtained, in 1337,

*, from John of Isla, a right to the lands of Glenlui and Loch

Arkaig.  This right being disputed by the Camerons,
Mackintosh appealed to the sword, and a great battle was
fought at Drumlui, in which the Mackintoshes defeated the
' Camerons under Donald Alin Mhic Evin Mhic Evin. This

f engagement was followed by others, each clan alternately

|

»
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carrying the war into its opponent’s country, harrying each,
other’s lands and lifting cattle, until we finally arrive at the
famous battle of Invernahavon, referred to by Mr. Mackin-
tosh-Shaw as follows :—In 1370, according to the Mac-
kintosh MSS.—or, as others have it, sixteen years later—
the Camerons, to the number of about four hundred, made
a raid into Badenoch, and were returning home with the
booty they had acquired, when they were overtaken at
Invernahavon by a body of the Clan Chattan led by
Mackintosh in person.  Although outnumbering their
opponents, the Clan Chattan well-nigh experienced a signal
defeat in the engagement which took place, owing to a
dispute such as that which in after years contributed largely
to the disaster at Culloden—a dispute as to precedence.
Mackintosh was accompanied by Macpherson, head of the
Clan Mhuirich, and MacDhaibhidh or Davidson of Inverna-
havon, with their respective septs; and between these two
chieftains a difference arose as to which of them should
have command of the right wing, the post of honour. It is
said that Macpherson claimed it as being the male repre-
sentative of the old chiefs of the clan, while Davidson
contended that, by the custom of the clans, the honour
should be his, as being the oldest cadet, the representative
of the oldest surviving éranckh. Taking the literal appli-
cation of the custom, Davidson’s claim was perhaps
justifiable ; but the case was peculiar, inasmuch as Mac-
pherson, his senior in the clan, did not hold the actual
position of chief. As neither party would give way, the
dispute was referred to Mackintosh, who decided in favour
of Davidson, thus unfortunately offending the Clan
Mhuirich, who withdrew in disgust. By awarding the
command to either chieftain, Mackintosh would doubtless
have given offence to the other; but his decision against
the claims of Macpherson, besides being somewhat unjust,
was highly imprudent, as the Macphersons were more
numerous than the Mackintoshes and the Davidsons
together, and without them Mackintosh’s force was inferior
to that of the Camerons. © The battle resulted in the total ¢
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defeat of the Mackintoshes and Davidsons, the latter being
almost entirely cut off. But the honour of Clan Chattan
was redeemed by the Macphersons, who, generously for-
getting for the time the slight that had been put upon
them, and, remembering only that those who had offended
them were their brother-clansmen and in distress, attacked
the Camerons with such vigour that they soon changed
their victory into defeat and put them to flight. The
fugitives are said to have taken their flight towards
Drumouchter, skirting the end of Loch-Ericht, and thén
turning westwards in the direction of the River Treig.
According to the Rev. L. Shaw, the leader of the Camerons
was Charles MacGilony, who was killed; but this is
contrary to the tradition of the locality, which states that
“ MacDhomhnuil Duibh,” the chief, commanded in person.*
Charles MacGilony figures prominently in this tradition as
an important man among the Camerons, and a famous
archer.t

The author of 77/e Memoirs of Lockiel gives the Mack-
intosh version of the battle. ~He questions their title
to the disputed lands in Lochaber, and says that the
Camerons considered their title so good that they fought
for it “from generation to generation almost to the utter
ruine of both familys”. He then proceeds :—“If the
Camerons had any other right to the estate in question but
simple possession, I know not. All I can say of the matter
is, that very few, especially in these parts, could allege a
better at that time. The Mackintoshes, however, pretend
that, besides the story of the marriage, they had a charter
or patent to those lands from the Lord of the Islesin Anno
1337, and that it was confirmed by King David II. in
February, 1359. But the Camerons, it would seem, had
little regard to these rights ; for, in 1370, they invaded the

¢ Mackintoshes, and having carried away a great booty of

‘cattle, and such other goods as fell in their way, they were

* Domhnull Dubh was not born for years after the date of this battle, and, of
course, neither his son nor himself could have been present on this occasion.
+ History of the Mackintoshes and Clan Chattan, by Alexander Mackintosh-
| Shaw.
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{

pursued and overtaken at a place called Invernahavon, by
Lachlan, then Laird of Macintosh, who was routed, and
who had a whole branch of his clan, called the Clan Day,
cut off to a man. That unhappy tribe paid dear for the
honour they had in being preferred that day to the van of
the battle, in opposition to the Macphersons, who claimed
it, and so far resented the injury which they thought was
done them, that they would not engage at all. But
Mackintosh, having something of a poetical genius, com-
posed certain ridiculous rhymes, which he gave out were
made in derision of their [the Macphersons] cowardice by
the Camerons, and thereby irritated them to such a degree
of fury against them, that they returned next morning,
attacked and defeated them, while they were buried in
sleep and security after their late victory.”*

This sanguinary conflict must have made a deep im-
pression on those engaged in it, and it may fairly be
assumed, when the state of society at that remote period is
taken into account, that the old enmity and the feuds
between the Camerons and the Mackintoshes would be
largely intensified, and become the cause of great slaughter,
plunder, and annoyance, throughout a considerable portion
of the Central and Western Highlands. This state of
affairs naturally led up to the famous combat on the North

* This version of the cause that roused the Macphersons to action is given iz
extenso in Cuairtear nan Gleann, Vol. 11L., p. 331. Donald Mackintosh, in his
Collection of Gaelic Proverds, published in 178s, explaining one of the well-known
proverbs to which the combat on the Inch of Perth gaverise, says :—

¢ Mackintosh, being irritated and disappointed by this behaviour of the Mac-
phersons, on the night following, sent his own bard to the camp of the Macphersons,
as if he had come from the Camerons to provoke them to fight, which he accom-
plished by repeating the following satirical lines :—

* Tha luchd na foille air an tom,
Is am Balg-shuileach donn na dhraip ;
Cha b’ e bhur cairdeas ruinn a bh’ann
Ach bhur lamh a bhi tais.”

i.e.—‘The false party are on the field, beholding the chief in danger; it was not
your love to us that made you abstain from fighting, but merely your own cowardice’.

¢ This reproach so stung Macpherson that, calling up his men, he attacked the
Camerons that same night in their camp, and made a dreadful slaughter of them,
pursued them to the foot of Binn-imhais, and killed their chief, Charles Macgilony,
at a place called Coire Thearlaich, z.e., Charles’s Valley.”
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nch at Perth, where, there is little difficulty now in con-

cluding, the Camerons and the Mackintoshes were the

contending parties.*

_ Allan married a daughter of Drummond of Stobhall,

ancestor of the Earls of Perth and Melfort, whose sister,

Annabella, was Queen of Robert III, and mother to

James I. By her he had three sons—

1. Ewen, who succeeded his father.
2. Donald, who succeeded his brother Ewen, and was

afterwards known as the famous Donald Dubh.

p 3. John, Archbishop of Glasgow, described as “a gentle-
man of great learning and a profound statesman”. He
‘was Chancellor of Scotland and First Minister of James I.
“ The offices of honour and trust that his wise and learned
sovereign was pleased to confer upon him,” says Drummond,
“are sufficient testimonies of his genius and character,
for as he was a prince of the greatest abilities of any in
that age, so he directed all his views to the civilising of his

i country, and to the improvement of religion, learning and
arts ; and as he was a great judge of men, he employed
none but such as answered his ends of government. All
this, though there were no other documents extant, as
indeed there are many, makes it surprising that Buchanan,
the most polite and elegant of all modern writers, should

;‘ brand this prelate with a character the most vicious and
odious that ever stained the mitre. He calls him a wretch
so abandoned to his insatiable avarice that he oppressed
and pillaged his tenants and vassals by all the barbarous
ways of injustice and extortion; and he adds that the Divine
vengeance overtook him in a manner fitter to be repeated
by john Knox and his disciples, than by a historian of his

_ rank and character” There is a tradition that he once

. visited Lochaber, when, with Lochiel, he called upon young

3 .John Cameron, who then had charge of Callart. John

!. 4 pleased his visitors so well that the Bishop suggested to

"
|

*For an exhaustive, and, in our opinion, conclusive discussion of this point,
see The Clan Battle at Perth, in 1396, by Alexander Mackintosh-Shaw : printed

for private circulation, 1874.
2
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Lochiel that the lands should be granted to him who,
then, only had charge of them. The chief, his brother,
agreed, but next morning on viewing the lands again, he
seems to have regretted his generous act of the previous
day, for he was overheard to say, “Call orts an diugh,
Alein,” “ You have a loss to-day, Allan;” and the pro-
perty, it is alleged, has cver since been called “ Call-orts,”
or Callort, from that expression of regret. i
Alexander Nisbet, in a very rare work, gives the follow-
ing particulars of him. It will be seen that he erroneously
states that he was descended from the Camerons of Perth-
shire:—“The Scal of John, Bishop of Glasgow, had the image
of St. Mungo standing in a portico of the church, and below
his feet the shield of arms of that prelate, charged with three
bars, to shew he was of the name of Cameron, which was
also timbred with a Mitre, and at the sides of the shield
were two salmons with rings in their mouths; and the
legend round the seal, Sigéllume Foannis Episcopi Glasguen.
[Fig. 10. Plate 2.]* And the same arms are cut in stone
with a salmon below the shield, which are to be seen on
the vestry of the church of Glasgow, which that Bishop
built. He was descended of the Camerons of Perthshire,
being educated to the Church, and put into orders, and for
his learning preferred to be Provost of the Collegiat Church
of Lincluden, and being qualified for a higher employment,
was immediately upon the return of King James I. made
Secretary to that prince, and keeper of the Privy Seal ; in
which station, having, no doubt, served that prince with
great fidelity, in 1425, he promoted him to the Episcopal
see of Glasgow, and to be Lord Chancellor of Scotland, in
which high offices he continued till the death of the king,
anno 1437, which he himself survived nine years, and was
a grcat benefactor to the Church of Glasgow. He died
anno 1446. Mr. George Buchanan, and Bishop Spotiswood
copying from Buchanan, say, that Bishop Cameron made
a very fearful exit, and endeavours to give the world a very

*This plate is shown opposite p. 88 of the work quoted from.
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1 character of him ; but ’tis with the greatest difficulty I

and conferred the highest office in the State upon him, as
well as the second place in the Church, which we may very
reasonably suppose, from his long continuance in both,
he filled with eminent efficiency ; and the Cartulary of
Glasgow, where there is a pretty exact account of the odits
of the Bishops of that see, do not make mention of any
- such dismal end of the Bishop, as my friend Mr. Crawford
informed me, upon his perusal of the obituary of the
- Metropolitan see of Glasgow, a more full account of which,
and of Bishop Cameron, I have seen in a manuscript in
his hands composed by himself, entitled, Religuiae sancti
Quintigerni.” *

Some very definite and authentic information regarding
the Bishop is also given in the Scozichronicon, where we
are told that he was of the family of Lochiel, and that he
was the first Official of Lothian, in 1422. He afterwards
became Confessor and Secretary to the Earl of Douglas,
who presented him to the Rectory of Cambuslang. He
was Provost of Lincluden in 1424 ; and “ Magistro Joanne
Cameron ” is “ Secretario regis ” in the same year. He is
Keeper of the Great Seal on the 25th of February and 7th
of March 1425, and also in 1425-6. On February the z5th
and 15th of May “an. reg. 20” he is also Provost of Lincluden
and Keeper of the Privy Seal, and so he is in 1436. He
is also Provost of Lincluden, and Secretary in the twenty-
first year of James I. In 1426, he was elected Bishop of
Glasgow ; and he is “electo et confirmato episcopo Glas-
guensi, et priv. sigilli custode,” in 1426. He is also Bishop
of this See, and Lord Chancellor, in the twenty-fourth year
of King James I.; in 1428, and in 1430. In 1429, he erected
six churches, within his diocese, by consent of their re-

* An Essay on the Ancient and Modern Use of Armories, by Alexander Nisbet,
Gent, Edinburgh : Printed by William Adams, Junior, for Mr. James MacEuen,
and sold at kis shop opposite to the Cross-Well. Anno DOM. MDCCXVIII,
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spective Patrons, into Prebends, the title of which erection,
as contained in the Cart. Glasg., is thus stated— Erectio
sex ecclesiarum parochialum in prebendas ecclesiae Glasg.
facta per Joannem Cameron episcopum Glasguensem ”.
These six churches were, Cambuslang, Torbolton, Eagles-
ham, Luss, Kirkmaho, and Killearn. He also fixed par-
ticular offices to particular churches, such as the Rector of
Cambuslang to be perpetual Chancellor of the Church of
Glasgow, the Rector of Carnwarth to be Treasurer, the
Rector of Kilbride to be Chantor, etc. In 1433, he was
chosen one of the Declegates from the Church of Scotland
to the Council of Basil ; and he accordingly set out, with a
safe-conduct from the king of England, accompanied by a
retinue of no less than thirty persons. And, as the Truce
with England was near a close on November 30, 1437, Mr.
Rymer published another safe-conduct for Ambassadors
from Scotland to come into England about a Prorogation
of the Peace, and the first named in it is John, Bishop of
Glasgow, Chancellor of Scotland. He was Bishop of Glas-
gow in 1439, in 1440, and Bishop and Chancellor “anno 3tio
regis Jacobi I1.” He is mentioned in Charters of Donation
and Confirmation of the Collegiate Church of Corstorphin,
founded by the Knights Forrester, 1429-44. It is thus
evident, from the clearcst testimony, that he remained
Chancellor for the first three years of the reign of king
James II., contrary to what all our historians have written
of him, and this affords a strong presumption that the
story concerning his tragical end is untrue. After the
bishop’s removal from the office of Chancellor, being then
freed from public business, he began to build the great
tower at his Episcopal Palace in the City of Glasgow,
where his Coat-Armorial is to be seen to this day, with
Mitre, Crozier, and Badges. The- author of ZLives of
the Officers of State, says that he also laid out a great deal
of money in carrying on the building of the Vestry, which
was begun by his predecessor, Bishop Lauder, where his
Arms are alsa to be seen. “But for all the good things
Bishop Cameron did, and, which is strange,” adds this
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riter, “he is as little beholden to the charity of our

£¢gstorians as any man in his time. The learned Mr.

‘eorge Buchanan, and the Right Rev. Archbishop Spottis-
wood, from Mr. George, characterize the Bishop to have
been a very worldly kind of man, and a great oppressor,
especially of his vassals within the Bishopric. They tell us,
moreover, that he made a very fearful exit at his country
seat of Lochwood, five or six miles North-East of the City
of Glasgow, on Christmas Eve of the year 1446;” and then
our author says—*Indeed it is very hard for me, though
I have no particular attachment to Bishop Cameron, to
form such a bad opinion of the man from what good things
I have seen done by him, and withal, considering how
much he was favoured and employed by the best of
princes—I mean king James IIL.—and for so long a time,
too, in the first Office of the State, and in the second place
in the Church, especially since good Mr. Buchanan brings
no voucher to prove his assertion ; only,” he says, “it had
been delivered by others, and constantly affirmed to be
true, which amounts to be no more, in my humble opinion,
than that he sets down the story upon no better authority
than a mere hearsay.”* This finding may now be held as
conclusive. The following extract is from the Skort
Chronicle of the Reign of James II—“Ane thousand
CCCCXLVI, thar decessit in the Castall of Glasgow,
Master Jhon Cameron, Bischope of Glasgow, upon Yule
ewyne, that was Bischope XIX yer.” No more need be
said.

Allan is said to-have died in the reign of Robert III.
(1390-1406), when he was succeeded by his eldest son,

X. EWEN CAMERON,
In whose time the famous combat on the Inch of Perth,
between thirty picked warriors of his own clan and thirty
of the Clan Mackintosh, was fought. The author of the
“Memoirs” states, in a footnote to his sketch of Allan

*Ecclesiastical Chronicle for Scotland, by Dr. J. F. S. Gordon, Vol II., PP. 498-
500. 1867.
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MacOchtery, referring to this combat, that the “dup
happened in the time of Ewen his (Allan’s) son, thougo
misplaced by mistake ” in the text, by himself. All thx;tt
could be said of this sanguinary engagement is already s>
well known that little more need be detailed regarding it ;
but the Cameron version may be given as it appears in the
Memoirs of Sir Ewen. Referring to the conflict at Inverna-
havon, which had in the end proved so disastrous to his
clansmen, that author says :—The Camerons did not long
delay to avenge themselves on their enemies, and, in a
word, their conflicts were so frequent, and at the same time
so fierce and bloody, that they made no small noise at
Court; for the parties, besides their own strength, had
many friends and allies that joined ; so that they often
brought considerable armies to the field.

Robert the Third then sat upon the throne. He wasa
prince of a mild and peaceable temper, and so valetudinary
that he was obliged to manage all his affairs by his
Ministers. His brother, the Duke of Albany, an active
and intelligent prince, governed at Court ; and two of his
nobility, Thomas Dunbar Earl of March, and Jjames
Lindsay Earl of Crawford, commanded his troops. These
two Generals were sent to the Highlands to settle these
commotions, but finding that they could not execute their
orders by force, without risking the loss of their army, they
endeavoured to bring the rival chiefs to some rcasonable
terms of agreement; and after many overtures they fell
upon a proposal that was very agreeable to both. It was
in a word thus: that thirty of cach side should fight before
the king and court without any other arms but their
swords, and that the party that should happen to be
defeated should have an indemnity for all past offences ;
and that the conquerors, besides the estate in dispute,
should be honoured with the royal favour. By this method,
continued they, the plea will be determined in a manner
that will testify submission and loyalty to the crown, and

give the world a lasting proof of the courage and bravery
of both parties.
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V/ Pursuant to this treaty, both the chiefs appeared at
ourt, and all preliminaries being adjusted, the king
“ordered a part of the North Inch, or plain, upon the banks
of the river, near the City of Perth, to be enclosed with a
deep ditch, in the form of an amphitheatre, with seats or
benches for the spectators, his Majesty himself s1ttmg as
judge of the field.

The fame of the extraordinary combat soon spreading
over the kingdom drew infinite crowds from all parts to
witness so memorable an event. The combatants appeared
resolute and fearless, but, when they were just ready to
engage, one of the Mackintoshes, who had withdrawn him-
self from fear,, was amissing ; whereupon the king de-
manded that one of the Camerons should be removed, but
all of them expressing a great unwillingness to be exempted,
s one of the spectators, named Henry Wynd, a saddler and
1 citizen of Perth, presented himself before the king, and

offered to supply the place of the absent coward on con-
!’ dition that, if his party came off victorious, he should have
! a French crown of gold for his reward.*

* Donald Mackintosh, already quoted, and who erroneously asserts that the
combat was between the Macphersons and the Davidsons, gives the following
version :—

**The day appointed being come, both parties appeared, but upon mustering the
;' combatants, the Macphersons wanted one of their number, he having fallen sick.

It was proposed to balance the difference by withdrawing one of the Davidsons, but

so resolved were they upon conquering their opponents, that not one would be pre-

vailed upon to quit the danger. In this emergency, one Henry Wynd, a foundling,

brought up in an hospital at Perth, commonly called an Gobh Crom, ‘.e., the

Crooked Smith, offered to supply the sick man’s place for a French crown of gold,

about three half-crowns sterling money, a great sum in those days. Everything
I being now settled, the combatants began with incredible fury, and the Crooked
! Smith, being an able swordsman, contributed much to the honour of the day; victory
declaring for the Macphersons, of whom only ten, besides the Gobh Crom, were
left alive, and all dangerously wounded. The Davidsons were all cut off, except
one man, who, remaining unhurt, threw himself into the Tay, and escaped. Henry
Wynd set out from Perth, after the battle, with a horse load of his effects, and
swore he would not take up his habitation till his load fell, which happened in
Strathdon, in Aberdeenshire, where he took up his residence. The place is still
called, Leac’ica Ghobhain,'i.e., the Smith’s Dwelling. The Smiths or Gows, and
Macglashans, are commonly called Sliochd a Ghobh Chruim, Z.e., the descendants
of the Crooked Smith, but all agree that he had no posterity, though he had many
followers of the first rank, to the number of twelve, who were proud of being
reputed the children of so valiant a man ; and the more to ingratiate themselves in
his favour, they generally learned to make swords, as well as to use them, which
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The parties being now equal, to it they fell, and fou
with all the rage and fury that hatred, revenge, and
insatiable thirst of glory could inspire into the breasts
the fiercest of mankind. Like lions and tigers they tore
and butchered one another, without any regard to their
own safety, and the reader will find it easier to imagine
than to express the various passions that agitated the
breasts of the spectators in the different scenes of so
bloody a tragedy. The king, a good natured prince, was
seized with an inexpressible horror; nor was there any
present who was not shocked at the cruel spectacle. But
it was observed that Henry Wynd distinguished himself
above all others during this furious conflict ; as he was not
spirited and disordered by the same passions as the rest of
the party, so he employed his strength and directed his
courage with more discretion and play ; and to his conduct
it was principally ascribed that they at last had the advan-
tage of their antagonists. Four of the Mackintoshes
survived the battle, but they were mortally wounded, and
only one of the Camerons escaped, who, having the good
fortune to remain unhurt, had the address to save himself
by swimming the river Tay; nor were the miserable victors
in a condition to prevent him, The brave mercenary,
Henry Wynd, likewise survived, without so much as a
scratch on his body. His valour is still famous among his
countrymen, and gave rise to a proverb, which is commonly
repeated when any third person unnecessarily engages

occasioned their being called Gow, 7.e.,, Smith. His twelve apprentices spread
themselves all over the Kingdom. Most of them took the name of Mackintosh ;
those who write otherwise own their descent from them, though many of them
are Macphersons, etc.

*“Smith of Ballvarry’s motto, ¢ Caraid ann am feum,’ Z.e., ' A friend in need,’
seems to allude to the Gobh Crom’s assisting the Macphersons on the above occa-
sion. As soon as the Gobh Crom had killed a man he sat down to rest, and being
perceived by the Captain, he demanded the reason. The other answered that he
had performed his engagement, and done enough for his wages. The captain
replied that no wages would be counted to him ; he should have an equivalent for
his valour ; upon which he immediately got up to fight, and repeated the saying—

"

¢ Am fear nack cunntadk vium cha chunntainn ris'.

T
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aself in the quarrels of others—¢ He comes in like
'gﬁnry Wynd, for his own hand ”.*

Such was the issue of this memorable combat, which,

- though it did not put an end to the difference betwixt the
rival clans, yet, the most fierce and turbulent among them
having been destroyed, it suspended the effects of their
difference for years after.}

Ewen Cameron was constantly engaged in local feuds
and skirmishes. On one occasion he fought a duel in
vindication of the honour of an injured lady, who, in return,
celebrated his gallantry and valour in a beautiful Gaelic
song, “still sung,” says our author, “with pleasure by his
posterity

He was succeeded by his brother,

XI. DoNALD CAMERON,

Famous among the Highlanders as Dominull Dublk Mac-
Alein, or Black Donald, son of Allan,—and from whom
the chief of the clan takes his patronymic of “Mac-
Dhomh’uill Duibh,”—at a turbulent period in the history
of the Highlands. He was out with Donald, second Lord
of the Isles, at the battle of Harlaw, in 1411, where

* Mr. Mackintosh-Shaw informs us that the Mackintosh MS. History says that
the absentee on their side was seized with sickness shortly before the fight—*‘‘a not
unlikely occurrence, considering the temptations which a Capital would offer to a
semi-barbarous Gael”. This is a very natural suggestion for a Mackintosh to make,
but both Bowar and Lesly agree with the Cameron chronicler that the absentee
Mackintosh became ¢ faint-hearted,” and was amissing ** for fear ”. In reference
to the after history of Henry Wynd, Mr. Shaw says that ‘‘ tradition has a pleasing
record that this man accompanied the remnant of the Clan Chattan champions to
their country, was adopted into their clan, and became the progenitor of a family,
afterwards known as Slockd a Ghobha Chruim (the race of the Crooked Smith).
This record is far from incredible, more especially as Bowar represents the Smith of
Perth as stipulating for his subsequent maintenance if he should leave the field
alive. Strathavon is said to have been the place where he took up his abede, and
here ‘as well as in the neighbouring localities, his reputed descendants have long
flourished, and are still to be found. The Smiths or Gows generally appear among
the septs of which the Clan Chattan of more modern times was composed, and
which acknowledged the chief of Mackintosh as their chief and captain. = Some"
families of the name of Smith have the motto, Marte et ingenio, which is peculiarly
appropriate, if any of those bearing it are descendants of the renowned Smith of
Perth.” — The Clan Battle at Perth, pp. 16, 17.

+ Memotrs of Lockiel, Author’s Introduction, pp. 10-12.

»
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many of his followers were slain. He joined Alexand), t
third Lord of the Isles, in 1429, when the Island lordiown
the head of a large force, burnt and pillaged the town ot
Inverness, and then retired, with his followers, to Lochaber,
where he was met by king James in person, commanding
a powerful body of royalists, who, taking the Lord of the
Isles unexpectedly, routed his followers. On the appear-
ance of the king, the Camerons and the Mackintoshes
“deserted the Lord of the Isles and joined the royalists;
whereupon the Island chief sued for peace, and shortly
after came to terms with the king. His friends, however,
did not forgive the Camerons for deserting him and going
over to the king at Lochaber, and Donald Balloch ulti-
mately took full revenge upon the clan, compelling them
to escape to their mountain fastnesses, and obliging their
chief to flee for safety to Ireland, where he remained for
several years ; while in his absence, his lands of Lochaber,
of which the Lord of the Isles was superior, were bestowed
upon John Garve Maclean, progenitor and founder of the
Macleans of Coll* Domhnull Dubh, however, after a
time, returned and drove the Macleans out of the district,
killing their young chief, John Abrach (so called from
his residence in Lochaber), who disputed the possession
with him.}

Gregory, referring to these proceedings, states that John,
Earl of Ross, granted the same lands at a later period
to John Maclean of Lochbuy, and again to Celestine,
Lord of Lochalsh. “It is natural” he says, “to suppose
that the Clancameron, the actual occupants of Lochiel,
would resist these various claims ; and we know that John
Maclean, second Laird of Coll, having held the estate for a
time by force, was at length killed by the Camerons in
Lochaber, which checked for a time the pretensions of the
Clan Gillean. But as the whole of that powerful tribe were

* For a full account of the proceedings at Harlaw, Inverness, and Lochaber,

see The History of the Macdonalds and Lords of the Isles, by the same author, pp.
60 to 87.

't Seannachie’s History of the Macleans, p. 306. Skene calls Maclean ‘‘Ewen”.
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involved in the feud—some from a desire to revenge
He death of Coll, others from their obligations to support
~ we claims of Lochbuy—the chief of the Camerons was
forced to strengthen himself by acknowledging the claim
of the Lord of Lochalsh [to whom the Earl of Ross had
given the Cameron lands after he granted them to Maclean.]
The latter [Lochalsh] immediately received Cameron as
his vassal in Lochiel, and thus became bound to maintain
him in possession against all who pretended to dispute his
right to the estate”* The Macgillonies, curiously enough,
supported the Macleans against the rest of the Camerons
on this occasion. For this they suffered severely after-
wards, but ultimately became reconciled to their immediate
friends, and they almost all adopted the name of Cameron.

The lands of Lochiel were, according to the best
authorities, “ probably included in those of Louchabre in
the grant of the Earldom of Moray by king Robert Bruce
to Thomas Randulph, between 1307 and 1314. In the year
1372, or 1373, king Robert II. confirmed a grant by John
of Yle to Reginald of Yle his son of 60 marklands in
Lochabre, including Loche and Kylmald (apparently Loch-
iel and Kilmallie). In 1461, John of Yle, Earl of Ross and
Lord of the Isles, granted to his kinsman John the son of
Murdac M‘Gilleoin of Lochboyg, the following lands in
Locheale, in his lordship of Lochaber, namely, the lands of
Banvy, Mpykannich, Fyelyn and Creglwing, Corpych,
Innerat, Achydo, Kilmailze, Achymoleag, Drumfarmol-
loch, Faneworwill, Fasfarna, Stonsonleak, Correbeg, Achi-
tolledoun, Keanloch, Drumnasalze, Culenap, Nahohacha,
Clerechaik, Mischerolach, Crew, Salachan, and the half
of Lyndaly.” The same authority says-that the lands
of Locharkaig were included in the Earldom of Moray,
granted as above to Thomas Randulph, between 1307
and 1314, and that, “in 1336, John of Isla, afterwards Lord
of the Isles, granted the lands of Glenluy and Lochar-
kaig to William Mackintosh, chief of Clanchattan. From
that period the lands are said to have been the subject of a

* History of the Western Highlands and Isles of Scotland, p. 76.
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deadly feud between the Clanchattan and the Clanchamd
for upwards of three hundred years. In 1372, or 1jen
king Robert II. confirmed a grant of the lands of Lochai¥=—""
age, made by John Yle to Reginald of Yle his son.
Between the years 1443 and 1447, Alexander, Lord of the
Isles, is said to have confirmed to Malcolm Macintosh,
chief of the Clanchattan, his lands in Lochaber (including
Glenlui and Locharkaig), and to have granted him the
office of Bailic of the district. For several years after
1497, the same lands, belonging to the Clanchattan, were
forcibly held by the Clanchameron”*  We shall have
occasion to notice the consequent feuds and sanguinary
fights between the two clans as we proceed. Meanwhile it
may be well to give the family chronicler’s version of the
incidents to which we have just referred.

Having described the part Donald Dubh and his follow-
ers took at Ilarlaw and at Inverlochy, and their desertion
with the Mackintoshes at the latter from the Earl of Ross
to the king, he says that, “though the Camerons and
Mackintoshes agreed in their principles of loyalty, yet
their formal quarrel about the estate divided them as
much as ever, and brought them to an engagement on
Palm Sunday, which was fought with that obstinacy and
fury that most of the Mackintoshes, and almost the whole
tribe of the Camerons, were cut to pieces”. He then gives
an account of Donald Balloch’s victory, shortly after, over
the Royal forces, under the Earls of Mar and Caithness,
when the latter was killed, and the former so severely
wounded, that he made a narrow escape with his life ; and
then proceeds—* Donald Balloch, having now no enemy to
oppose him, he turned his fury against the Camerons, and
wasted all Lochaber with fire and sword. Donald [Dubh],
their chief, drew all this mischief upon him and his clan for
doing their duty,” and he further informs us that, in
addition to his chief having deserted the Earl of Ross and
joined the king on the previous occasion, he now, when
Donald Balloch himself commanded the Islanders, added

* Origines Parochiales Scotiae, Part 1., Vol. 1L, 181-183. -



e B ™ Lox LAl
e

DONALD CAMERON, ELEVENTH OF LOCHIEL. 29

himjesh cause of resentment; for he not only positively
T.:)sed to assist in the present rebellion, but openly
~.élared for the king, and was drawing his men together
_in order to join his generals when they were unhappily
defeated by Donald and his followers from the Isles.
“This double defection enraged the victorious Balloch
to such a degree of fury that he came to a resolution
of extirpating the whole clan, but they wisely gave
way, and retreated to the mountains, till the storm blew
over. Donald, their chief, was obliged to take shelter
in Ireland, though some say that he went not thither
till some time thereafter that he was condemned to ban-
ishment, by an unjust decree of the Earl of Ross, and
the Council of Parliament, as some people affect to call
it. . . . Donald, chief of the Camerons, was soon
recalled from Ireland by the groans of his people, who
were cruelly oppressed and plundered by a robber from
the north, called Hector Bui M‘Leéan, who, with a party of
ruffians, took the opportunity of his absence to infest the
country. Being joined by a sufficient party of his clan,
he pursued the robbers, who fled upon the news of his
arrival, and overtook them at the head of Lochness. But
Hector, with his prisoners, for he had taken many, and
among them Samuel Cameron of Glenevis, head of an
ancient tribe of that clan, escaped him by taking sanctuary
in a strong house called Castle Spiriten, where he barbar-
ously murdered them. In revenge of their death, Donald
caused two of Hector’s sons, with others of their gang who
had fallen into his hands, to be hanged in view of their
father, a wretch so excessively savage that he refused to
deliver them by way of exchange, though earnestly pressed
to it.” The authorthen gives an account of the contentions
between the Camerons and the Macleans, already referred
to, in which the latter were defeated and their leader killed,
at Corpach. When Donald Dubh became “madster of the
. charters he [Maclean] had from the Earl of Ross, he
destroyed them,” and chased Maclean’s surviving follow-
ers out of Lochaber. “Donald’s next business,” he con-
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tinues, “was with the Mackintoshes. Alexander, {jer,

chief of that clan, had not only reconciled himself with} a¢
earl, but so far insinuated himself into his favour, that ¢

obtained from him a charter to the disputed lands o.”

Glenlui and Locharkaig, and sometime thereafter procured
a grant of the stewartry and bailiary of all Lochaber. In
a word, he took possession of the estate, which occasioned
many fierce skirmishes, and the issue was that the Mackin-
toshes were in the end obliged to retire into their own
country. The rest of his estate, which had been likewise
given away, he soon recovered, and possessed in peace,
during his life.” *

The Lord of the Isles, shortly after his liberation, was
made Justiciar of Scotland north of the Firth of Forth,
and, soon after, a perfect understanding seems to have
been arrived at between him and Mackintosh; while his
enmity to the Camerons seems, if possible, to have become
more intense than ever. The reconciliation with Mackin-
tosh, according to a recent writer, “is the more strange, as
he appears never to have forgiven the Camerons for the
part they had taken against him in 1429. The unvaried
loyalty exhibited by the chiefs of Mackintosh to his family
previously to 1429, and the good service done his father at
Harlaw by Malcolm Mackintosh himself, no doubt went a
great way in inclining him to show favour to the Clan
Chattan ; yet so far as former loyalty was concerned, the
Camerons were cqually entitled to consideration. There
must, therefore, have been some reason for the difference of
conduct which Alexander pursued towards the two clans,
for the munificence with which he treated the one, and for
the rigour with which he persecuted the other. This reason
may possibly lie in the fact that while Mackintosh had
been openly on the side of the king for some time before
Alexander’s defeat in Lochaber, the chief of the Camerons
had contributed, in no small degree, to that defeat, by his
desertion on the eve or after the commencement of the
campaign. Another reason may be that Alexander hoped,

* Memoirs of Lockiel, Author's Introduction, pp. 16-19.




e
DONALD CAMERON, ELEVENTH OF LOCHIEL. 31

ror Making the Clan Chattan his- instruments in hunting
3fulx the Camerons, to obtain revenge on both clans at
" Lectame time, by giving them a pretext for slaughtering
in 1 other. However it may be, one of his first pro-
1 ceedings on being made Justiciar of the North, was to take
‘ . measures against the Camerons. He had an excuse for
| pursuing them, ready to his hand, in their resistance to
Mackintosh’s claims on the hands of Glenlui and Lochark-
aig ; and it was with his connivance, if not with his
authority, that the Clan Chattan began, in 1441, to invade
and harry the Cameron lands. In this year a sanguinary
conflict took place at Craig Cailloch between the two clans,
in which Mackintosh’s second son, Lachlan ‘Badenoch,
was wounded, and Gillichallum, his brother, killed. This
was followed by a raid under Duncan, Malcolm’s eldest
.son, in which the Cameron lands were harried. In the end,
Donald Dubh, then chief of the Camerons, was forced by
the inveterate animosity of the Justiciar to flee to Ireland.” *

Donald Dubh is admitted on all hands to have been a
man of extraordinary parts, combining great prudence
with bravery, and other fighting qualities of the very
highest order, and no better evidence is required of his
great popularity among his own people than the fact that
_ the chiefs of the clan continue to be styled after him in the
vernacular to this day as “ MacDhomh'uill Duibh”. He
married the heiress of Macmartin of Letterfinlay, succeeded
to her property, and, at the same time, united by this
marriage the Camerons and Macmartins, not only under
one chief, but so completely that most of the Macmartins
adopted the name of Cameron. He is said, in the
“Memoirs,” to have had two sons, Ewen and Donald, both
of whom are there stated to have succeeded him, one after
the other. This is clearly incorrect in the case of Donald.
Indeed, the author himself describes him in a way which
proves that even if two chiefs of the names mentioned
had succeeded they could not have been brothers; for

* History of the Mackintoshes and Clan Chattan, by Alexander Mackintosh-
Shaw. ;
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while he calls the first “ Ewen M‘Coilduy,” or Ewen, son
of Donald, he calls the latter Donald Dow M’Ewen, or
Donald Dubh, son of Ewen. This Donald does not appear .
on record, while Skene, Gregory, and all the best authorities
agree that Donald Dubh was succeeded not by another
Donald but by Allan “ MacDhomh'uill Duibh”.

He married the heiress of Macmartin of Letterfinlay,
with issue, at least two sons—

1. Allan, who succeeded his father, as is conclusively
established by the charters quoted below.

2. Ewen, referred to in the same documents, as Donald’s
“brother german”. He appears to be the “ Ewen, son of
Donald Dubh, son of Alan” mentioned in the Manuscript
of 1450, and was probably the progenitor of the later
“ MacGillonie ” Camnerons of Strone.

Donald was succeeded by his cldest son,

XII. ALLAN CAMERON,

So well known in the history and traditionary lore of his
country as “ Ailean MacDhomh'uill Duibh”. He became
a vassal of Celestine, Lord of Lochalsh, and keeper of his
Castle of Strome, in Lochcarron®* In 1472, Celestine
“granted lands in Ross to Allan #ze son of Donald Duff,
Captain of the Clancamroun”+ These lands comprised
the twelve merk lands of Kishorn, and, in the charter,
Celestine calls him, his “ beloved kinsman, Allan, the son
of Donald Duff, or Dow, Captain of the Clan Cameron,” to
whom the lands are given, and to the heirs-male lawfully
begotton, or to be begotten, between him and Mariot, law-
ful daughter to Angus, Dominus de Isles, and, in default, to
his other heirs-male by any subsequent marriage ; these
failing, to the heirs-male of Ewen, his brother german, and
failing them, to return to the granter and his heirs. The
document is dated the last day of November, 1472. Allan
is also described in several charters to his successors as, #/ze
son of Donald Dubh ; and itis quite clear, from the charter

* Gregory's Highlands and Isles ; and Reg. of Great Seal, XII., 203.
t Origines Parockiales Scotiae ; and Reg. Great Seal, Lib. XIIIL., No. 203.
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-"jiist’quoted, that he must have had a brother Ewen, though
‘it is equally certain from Allan’s designation, as Captain of
the clan, during Ewen’s life, that Ewen was a younger
brother.

Allan MacDhombh'’uill Duibh is acknowledged to have
been one of the bravest warriors of his time. He is said
“to have made thirty-two expeditions into his enemy’s
country for the thirty-two years that he lived, and three
more for the three-fourths of a year that he was in his
mother’s womb. Whatever truth may be in this, it is
certain that his good fortune failed him in the end; for
being too much elated with his former successes he again
made preparations for another invasion, of which his next
neighbour, Keppoch (who, for I know not what reason, had
conceived an enmity against Allan), having information, he
advised Mackintosh of the design, and promising to follow
him in the rear with all the men he could raise, he formed
a plot for cutting his party to pieces. Allan had no notice
of the contrivance, and, despising an enemy which he had
so often insulted, proceeded to his intended invasion. Mac-
kintosh was prepared to oppose him, but artfully delayed
engaging till Keppoch came up, and attacked him in the
rear. In short, the Camerons were obliged, after an
obstinate fight, and the death of their chief, who was killed
during the heat of the action, to give way, in their turn, to
the superior numbers of the confederates.” *

The family manuscript says that Allan married Marion,
daughter of Angus, Lord of the Isles, and grandchild of the
Earl of Ross. This is incorrect. Angus Og of the Isles,
who is referred to, had no daughters that we know of, nor
was he ever in reality Lord of the Isles; for he died several
years before his father. He was an illegitimate son, and

_the only issue of his, of whom anything is known, is the
famous Donald Dubh, afterwards styled Lord of the Isles ;
but whose legitimacy of birth has been stoutly contested.
Allan, in point of fact, married Mariot, daughter of Angus
Macdonald, known among the Highlanders as “ Aonghas

* Memoirs of Lockiel, Author's Introduction, p. 24.
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na Feairte,” second of Keppoch. He is styled “ Angus de
Insulis,” in a charter of confirmation granted to “ Alano
Donaldi capitanei de Clan-Cameron et heredibus-inter ipsum
Alanum et Mariotam Angussii de Insulis”. The lady’s
paternal grandfather was thus Alastair Carrach Macdonald,
third son of John, first Lord of the Isles, by his second
wife, Lady Margaret, daughter of King Robert II. of Scot-
land. Alastair Carrach himself is referred to in a com-
plaint by William, Bishop of Moray, in 1398, as “ Magnificus
vir et potens, Alexander de /nsulis, Dominus de Louch-
abre,” * proving that the Lochaber Macdonald chiefs were
also designated, at that time, de /usulis. This is at least as
good and illustrious an ancestry as the tainted one claimed
by the family genealogist from Angus Og, the bastard son
of John, fourth and last Earl of Ross, and Lord of the Isles!

By Mariot Macdonald of Keppoch, Allan had issue—

1. Ewen, his heir,

2. John, from whom the Camerons of Callart ; and three
daughters.{-

Allan was succeeded by his eldest son,

XIII. EWEN CAMERON,

Commonly known among his own countrymen as “ Eogh-
ainn MacAilein,” who was a great warrior, and became one
of the most distinguished chiefs of his time. He formed a
marriage alliance, through his second wife, with Mackintosh,
mainly with the view of bringing about more amicable
relations between the two families. In this he was dis-
appointed ; their feuds became, if possible, more intense than
ever ; more sanguinary battles were fought between them,
much to the loss and detriment of both ; but in the end,
the Camerons, under their vigorous, judicious, and brave
chief, proved quite able to hold their own. .

In 1491, Ewen joined Alexander of Lochalsh, with the
Clan Ranalds of Garmoran and Lochaber and the Clan

* The History of the Macdonalds, by the same author, pp. 479, 480.

t Memoirs of Sir Ewen Cameron. )ohn was present at Inverness, in 1485,
when Angus Og of the Isles was assassinated by an Irish Harper, Hugh Macdonald,
the Sleat Seannachaid, who records the fact, describing him as ** John Cameron,
brother to Evan, Laird of Lochiell "',
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Chattan, in his famous raid to the county of Ross, whi
‘ended in the forfeiture of the Earldom of Ross and the
Lordship of the Isles. Advancing from Lochaber to Bade-
‘noch, where the Mackintoshes joined them, and thence to
Inverness, where they stormed the Royal Castle, Mack-
~ intosh placing a garrison in it. They afterwards proceeded
- across Kessock Ferry, and plundered the lands of Sir
- Alexander Urquhart, Sheriff of Cromarty, from which they
carried away a large booty. The Lords of Lochalsh appear
‘at this time to have had strong claims upon the Camerons
to follow-them in the field ; for the former were superiors,
under the Lord of the Isles, of the lands of Lochiel in
" Lochaber,* in addition to the claims of a close marriage
alliance ; for, according to Hugh Macdonald, the Sleat
Seannachaidh, Alexander of Lochalsh gave Ewen, Captain
of Clan Cameron, who succeeded his father, Allan, as
heritable keeper of the Castle of Strome in Lochcarron, one
of his sisters in marriage. In 1492 the Lord of Lochalsh
| styles himself “ Lord of Lochiel”. On the 2gth of July, in
the same year, “ Alexander of the Isles, of Lochalch, and

 Lochiel, granted to Ewen, the son of Alan, the son of

Donald, Captain of the Clancamroun, the lands of Cray,
Salchan, Banwe, Corpach, Kilmalzhe, Achedo, Anat, Ache-
tiley, Drumfermalach, Fanmoyrmell, Fassefarn, Corebeg,

- Owechan, Aychetioldowne, Chanloychiel, Kowilknap,

Drumnassall, Clachak, and Clochfyne, in Lochiel.”4 1In
the following August he obtained another charter, from the
same Lord of Lochalsh, of the thirty merklands of Lochiel.
In 1494, James IV. confirmed to John MacGilleon of Loch-
buy the lands granted to him [in Lochiel] in 1461 by
John, Lord of the Isles, by whom they had been forfeited
. to the king. On the 24th of October, 1495, the same king
~ confirmed to Ewen, son of Alan, the lands granted to
. him in 1492 by Alexander of the Isles. Under date of
- 1520, Ewen appears again on record in the Argyll Inventory.
~ In 1522 the lands of Banvy and others in Lochiel, included

* Reg. of Great Seal, VL., 116 ; XIIL, 203. ‘Gregory, p. 59.
+ Origines Parochiales Scotiae ; Reg. of Great Seal, and Argyll charters.
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in the grant of 1461, were resigned by Maclean of Lochbuy,
and then granted by James V. to Sir John Campbell of
Calder. - This grant was confirmed in 1526. Two years
later the same lands were resigned by Calder, and granted
by the same king to Colin, Earl of Argyll. In 1528, Ewen
Cameron resigned to the king the thirty merklands of
Lochiel, as specified in the grant of 1492, and these, with
other lands at the same time resigned by Ewen, the king
granted him anew, incorporating the whole into the Barony
of Lochiel. In the same year the king granted these lands,
apparently, to John Maclean of Coll. In 1531, Ewen
Alanson appears on record, in the Register of the Great
Seal as “ Captain of the parentela of Clancameroun”. In
1536 Donald is mentioned, in the same record, as Ewen’s
heir. In 1539, Ewen resigned the thirty merklands of
Lochiel, and James V. at once regranted them to him
in life-rent, and to his grandson, Ewen Cameron, alias
“Ewen Beg,” in heritage ; his eldest son, Donald above
referred to, having in the meantime died during his father’s
lifetime. Ewen Alanson appears again on record in 1541,
and, in 1546, Queen Mary granted to the Earl of Huntly
the escheat of certain lands which heritably belonged to
Ewen Alanson of Lochiel, including the lands of Lochiel,
and the place and fortalice of Torcastle, in the Lordship of
Lochaber. In 1553 the Queen granted the lands to the
same Earl, these having been “forfeited by Ewen Allan-
soun of Locheill for the crimes of treason and lese majesty”.

The following lands were, in 1492, granted by Alexander
of the Isles of Lochalsh to Ewen, the son of Alan, Captain
of Clan Cameron, namely, the two merklands of Achan-
darrach and Lundie ; two of Fernaig-mhor; two of Cuil-
mhor and Achamore ; two of Fernaig Bheag, “Fudana-
mine” and “ Acheache”; two of Acha-na-Connlaich and
Braintrath ; two of “ Culthnok,” Ach-na-cloich, Blar-garbh,
and Acheae ; and two merklands of Avernish and Woch-
terory [? Auchtertyre] in Lochalsh. These—fourteen merk-
lands in all—were confirmed to him by James IV. in 1495.
In 1528, they were resigned by Ewen Alanson, and “for
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is good service ” they were erected by the king into a por-
tion of the Barony of Lochiel. These Lochalsh lands were
included in the resignation of 1539, and in the regrant to
Ewen and his grandson in the same year. A portion of
Ewen’s possessions in Lochalsh were afterwards, in 1548,
granted by Queen Mary to John Grant of Culcabock, near
Inverness, they having been apprised in his favour for the

~ sum of 4758 12s. 1d, as satisfaction for a “spulzie” com-
. mitted on his lands by Ewen Cameron and others. The

lands thus apprised included Achandarrach and Lundie,
Fernaig-mhor, Fernaig-bheag, Fynnyman, and Achacroy,
making in all five merks out of the fourteen. The remain-
ing nine merks were similarly apprised to John Grant of
Freuchie, with other twelve merks in the vicinity, the pro-
perty of Alastair Maclan MacAlastair of Glengarry ; as
also twelve merks, being the hereditary fee of his son,
Angus, all of which had been apprised for the sum of
£10,770 13s. 4d. Scots. for satisfaction of a “spulzie” com-
mitted by Glengarry, his son, and their accomplices.* These
lands do not appear to have returned to the Camerons, but
were afterwards held for a time by Glengarry, in right of
his wife, Margaret de /nsulis, daughter of Alexander, Lord
of Lochalsh.

In 1496, Ewen Cameron of Lochiel, Hector Maclean of
Duart, John Macian of Ardnamurchan, Allan MacRuari of
Moydart, and Donald Angusson of Keppoch, appeared
before the Lords of Council, and bound themselves, “by
the extension of their hands,” to the Earl of Argyll, on be-
half of the king, to abstain from mutual injuries and
molestations, under a penalty of £500.4

Ewen of Lochiel, Macleod of Dunvegan, and Maclean of
Duart, were the first Highland chiefs to join Donald Dubh
of the Isles in his attempt to gain the Island Lordship;
and for his share in this rebellion Lochiel was, in 1504, for-
feited as a traitor, but he seems soon after to have again
got into favour at court.

* Reg. Mag. Sig.
+ Acts of the Lord of Council, quoted by Gregory.
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In 1514,an Act of Council was passed, appointing persons
of influence in the Highlands to take charge of particular
divisions of the northern counties as Lieutenants. Ewen
Cameron of Lochiel and William Mackintosh were ap-
pointed guardians in this capacity in Lochaber.

About 1524, Sir John Campbell of Calder, whose patri-
mony lay in Lorn, acquired, from Maclean of Lochbuy,
certain claims, which that gentleman had hitherto made
without effect to the lands of Lochiel, Duror, and Glencoe.
Sir John made good use of the position and opportunities
which possession of these claims had secured to him. At
first he was violently resisted by the Camerons and Stew-
arts, the occupants of the lands in question, and suffered
many injuries from them in the course of this dispute.
But, by transferring his title to these lands to his brother
Argyll, and employing the influence of that nobleman,
Calder succeeded in establishing a certain degree of auth-
ority over the unruly inhabitants, in a mode then of very
frequent occurrence. Ewen Allanson of Lochiel, and Allan
Stewart of Duror, were, by the arbitration of friends, ordered
to pay to Calder a large sum of damages, and, likewise, to
give him for themselves, their children, kin, and friends,
their bond of manrent and service against all manner of
men, except the king and the Earl of Argyll. In con-
sideration of these bonds of service, three-fourths of the
damages awarded were remitted by Calder, who became
bound also to give his bond of maintenance in return.
Finally, if the said Ewen and Allan should do good service
to Sir John in helping him to obtain and enjoy certain
other lands and possessions, they were to be rewarded by
him therefor, at the discretion of the arbiters.*

According to the family Seannachaidh, Ewen invaded the
country of the Mackays in the far north. “What the
quarrel was,” he says, “I know not, but it drew on an in-
vasion from the Camerons, and an engagement wherein the
Mackays were defeated, and the Laird of Foulis, chief of
the Monroes, who assisted them, killed on the spot.” The

* Gregory, pp. 126, 127.
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ame writer continues—* Hitherto Lochiel had success

all his attempts. The vigour of his genius and courage
bore him through all his difficulties. He had a flourishing
famlly and an opulent fortune, but the death of his eldest
- son, Donald, which happened about this time, plunged him
~ into so deep a melancholy that he, on a sudden, resolved to
give up the world, and apply himself to the works of
religion and peace. To expiate for his former crimes he
set out on a pilgrimage to Rome, but, arriving in Holland,
~ he found himself unable to bear up against the fatigue of so
long a journey, and, therefore, he sent one Macphail, a priest,
who was his chaplain and confessor, to do that job for him
with the Pope. One part of the penance enjoined upon him
by his Holiness was to build six chapels to as many saints,
which he performed. Some of them are still extant, and the
ruins of the rest are yet to be seen in Lochaber and the bor-
dering countries. He also built a castle on the banks of the
River Lochy, called Tor Castle, from the rock on which it
was situated. Mackintosh afterwards designated himself by
this castle, because it was built upon the grounds in dispute.
However, it became the seat of the family of Lochiel, till it
was demolished by Sir Ewen Cameron, with the view of
building a more convenient house.” Ewen’s eldest son and
heir, Donald, appeats to have been a man of great promise.
His father gave him, what was considered, in those days, a
very liberal education, and he “soon came to have a relish
for the elegancies and politenesses of society. His father’s
estate was such as enabled him to live in a rank equal to
any of the young chiefs, his contemporaries, and his own
behaviour soon got him a character among the courtiers.
But the person with whom he contracted the most intimate
friendship was George, fourth Earl of Huntly. This
Lord was then a young man, in so great a reputation at
court, that his Majesty honoured him with the government
of the kingdom, during a voyage of gallantry that he made:-
to the Court of France, in August 1535, in order to marry
- Magdalen, the eldest daughter of France, to whom he had
been formerly betrothed. So much was Donald in favour
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with that earl that he complimented him with a valuable
estate conterminous with his own, and lying eastward of
the lake and river of Lochy. The charter is given by
George, Earl of Huntly, to the Honourable Donald Cam-
eron, alias Allanson, or MacAllan, of Lochiel, of the lands
of Letterfinlay, Stronabaw, and Lyndaly, lying within the
lordship of Lochaber, and sheriffdom of Inverness. The
holding is blench, and bears date, at Edinburgh, 16th Feb-
ruary, 1534.”

Ewen, at the head of his followers, fought with John
Moydartach of Clanranald, in 1544, against the Frasers, at
the bartle of Kin-Loch-Lochy, better known as “ Blar-nan-
Leine,” the history of which is already well known,* and
for this he got into disfavour with Huntly, then Lieutenant
of the North. Lochiel, also, in 1546, gave countenance to
the rebellion of the Earl of Lennox, he having, among
other things, written in that year to the Lord-Deputy of
Ireland, promising his services to the English king, and
saying that he had marched to the Lowlands, and taken a
prey both from Huntly and Argyll. He also asked sup-
port for, and recommended, James Macdonald of Dunyveg
—who had for a short time assumed the title of Lord of
the Isles, and whom Ewen styles in his letter, as the
“narrest of Ayr to the hous of the Yllis,” and as a brave
young man, “with great strength of kinsmen”. Through
the instrumentality of William Mackintosh of Mackintosh,
his brother-in-law, who joined Huntly with a large force,
to subdue the rebels and lay the country waste, Ewen
Cameron, and Ranald, son of Donald Glas of Keppoch,
were, with several others, apprehended ; imprisoned for a
short time in the Castle of Ruthven; afterwards tried, at
Elgin, by a jury of landed gentlemen, for high treason, for
the part they had taken at Blar-nan-Leine, and in the rebel-
lion of the Earl of Lennox. They were both found guilty,
and beheaded, and their heads were exposed over the gates

* Full details are given in the author's History of the Macdonalds and Lords of
the Isles, pp. 381 to 395.
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f the town, while several of their followers, who had been
captured along with them, were hanged.

In addition to the Constabulary of Strome Castle,
previously granted to Alan, Ewen’s father, in 1472—with
the twelve merklands of Kishorn, for the maintenance and
- faithful keeping of the Castle already possessed by him—
Alexander of Lochalsh, in 1492, granted to “ Ewin, the son
of Alan, Captain of Clancamroun,” 20s. of Strome Carra-
nach, 20s. of Slumbay, 10s. of the quarter of “ Doune,” and
30s. of the three quarters of Achintee, in the Lordship of
Lochcarron. These were confirmed to Ewen, along with
his other lands, in 1495 ; and, in 1528, they were included
in the new grant erecting all his lands into the Barony of
Lochiel. :

On the 6th of March, 1539, the Castle of Strome, with
the lands attached to it, were granted by James IV. to
Alexander of Glengarry and Margaret of the Isles, his
wife, on her resignation of them. On the 11th of April, in
the same year, Ewen Cameron resigned these with other
lands. Strome and Kishorn, with others, were, in 1546,
forfeited for the crime of treason and lese majesty, and
they never after formed any portion of the possessions of
Lochiel. They soon after passed to the Macdonalds of
Glengarry, and ultimately to the Mackenzies of Kintail
and Seaforth.

The charter of 1472, by Alexander of Lochalsh, is
apparently the first charter of any lands possessed by the
Camerons of Lochiel. The author of the “Memoirs,”
briefly referring to the grants of 1472, admits that, “the
family I am writing of can produce none older than those I
have mentioned, whereby it is now impossible to discover
what the extent of their estate formerly was”.

In 1528, James V. granted Ewen “for his good service,
and for a certain pecuniary composition,” the 40 merklands
of Glenlui and Locharkaig, with half of the bailiary of
Lochaber, “which were formerly possessed by his father,
Alan, Donald’s son, of the king’s predecessors, and were in
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the king’s hands by reason of Alan’s death”* These
were again confirmed, in 1539, to himself in life-rent and to
his grandson, Ewen Beag, in heritage. In 1544, a previous
grant of them, in 1508, is confirmed by Queen Mary to
William Mackintosh of Dunachton, but, in 1552, these
lands and others are granted to Alexander, Lord Gordon,
they having in the meantime been forfeited by William
Mackintosh for the crimes of treason and lese majesty.
They subsequently changed hands repeatedly, until they
finally became the undisputed and undisturbed possession
of the Camerons of Lochiel.

Referring to the acquisitions of this chief, Skene says
that, “he appears, in consequence of his feudal claims, to
have acquired almost the whole estates which belonged to
the chief of Clanranald, and to have so effectually crushed
that family that their chiefship was soon after usurped by a
branch of the family. It was during the life of Ewen that
the last Lord of the Isles was forfeited, and as the crown
readily gave charters to all the independent clans of the
lands in their possession, Ewen Cameron ecasily obtained a
feudal title to the whole of his possessions, as well those
which he inherited from his father as well those which he
wrested from the neighbouring clans; and at this period
may be dated the establishment of the Camerons in that
station of importance and consideration which they have
ever since maintained.”

When the Highland chiefs were called upon to take out
charters for their lands after the forfeiture of the last Lord

* Origines Parochiales Scotiae. A previous charter, dated gth of January, 1527,
was granted by James to Ewen MacAllan, including the lands of Glenlui and Loch-
arkaig, so long in dispute between Lochiel and Mackintosh. It is given at length
in the notes to the Memoirs of Sir Ewen Cameron, from Reg. Mag. Sig. Lib.
XXII., R. 51.

T Referring to the acquisition of Locharkaig and Lochiel by the Camerons, first
by Allan MacDhomh'uill Duibh, Skene says :—** This property had formed part of
the possessions of the Clan Ranald, and had been held by them of Godfrey of the
Isles, and his son, Alexander, the eldest branch of the family. After the death of
Alexander, the Camerons appear to have acquired a feudal title to these lands, while
the chief of Clan Ranald claimed them as male heir."—Highlanders of Scotland,
Vol. II., pp. 196, 197.

I Highlanders of Scotland, Vol. 11., pp. 197, 198.
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of the Isles, Ewen set out for Edinburgh, and procured
from James IV. a confirmation of his previous charters
from Alexander of Lochalsh, “in presence,” the author of
- the “Memoirs” informs us, “of all the great officers of the
~ crown, and of many other noble lords, spiritual and
temporal, who are all designed witnesses to it”. He
.~ remained some time at court, and got into favour with
- the king, whom he afterwards loyally supported in all his
wars, including the disastrous battle of Flodden, from
which Ewén was fortunate enough to escape with his
life.

During the minority of James V., Lochiel faithfully
adhered to the fortunes of John, Duke of Albany, then
governor of the kingdom. When he took charge of the
Government he had no more faithful subject than Cameron
of Lochiel, who aided him in all his wars, became a great
favourite at court, for which he was fully rewarded by the
charter granted to him by the king in 1528, erecting all
his lands into the Barony of Lochiel, already referred to,
and that in which the Captain of Clan Cameron is for the
first time designed “of Lochiel”. In the same year ‘a
Royal mandate was issued to the Earls of Sutherland and
Caithness, Lord Forbes and Fraser of Lovat, and the
Captain of the Camerons for the extermination of the Clan
Chattan “and invaid thame to thair vter destructioun, be
slauchtir, byrning, drouning, and vther wayis: and leif na
creatur levand of that clann, except preistis, wemen, and
barnis”. The women and bairns were to be transported
by ship to Norway. The commission was, however, never
executed, from an unwillingness on the part of those in
whose favour it was granted to carry out its terms against
the Mackintoshes and their friends.* In 1531, he obtained
a charter to the lands of Inverlochy, Torlundy, and others
in the lordship of Lochaber, eéxtending to thirteen merk-
lands of old extent, “which belonged to the king in
property, but were never in his rental, and were occupied
by the inhabitants of the Isles and others, who had no

* Chkiefs of Grant, Vol. L., p. 101.
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right to them,” for a payment of 40 merks yearly. At the
same time, and for a similar amount per annum, the lands of
Invergarry, Kilinane, Laggan, and Achindrom, of the old
extent of twelve merks, all of which also belonged to the
king in property, but never were in his rental, and were
also occupied by the inhabitants of the Isles and others, who
had no right to them. In 1536, the same king granted to
“ Donald Camroun, the son and heir of Ewin Allanson,
Captain of Clancamroun, the non-entry and other dues of
various lands, including the £6 land of Sleisgarrow in
Glengarry . This grant was repeated in the following
year. He also, in 1536, received a charter, dated the 8th
of November, granting him the lands of Knoydart, Glen
Nevis, and others in Inverness-shire.

It appears that, in 1492, Ewen had granted a bond of
manrent to Farquhar (whose cousin he afterwards married),
apparent heir to his father, Duncan Mackintosh of Mac-
kintosh, in which he bound himself to assist and defend
him against all men, even his own superior, Alexander
Macdonald of Lochalsh, in case the latter, in the event of
a dispute with Mackintosh, should refuse to arrange terms.
In 1497, however, after Farquhar’s imprisonment in the
Castle of Dunbar, and immediately on the death of his
father, Duncan Mackintosh, the Camerons broke through
their engagement, refused to make any acknowledgment to
Mackintosh for the lands they occupied in Lochaber, and
then invaded the Braes of Badenoch and Strathnairn,
plundering all the Mackintosh lands in those districts.

Farquhar’s cousin, William Mackintosh, son of Lachlan
Badenoch, led the clan in the absence of the chief, and
after punishing the Macgregors of Rannoch and Appin,
and the Clan Ian of Glencoe, who accompanied the in-
vaders, he turned his attention to the Camerons. “ His
cousin, Dougal Mor MacGhillichallum, offered to ‘daunton
the Camerons for some time’ if he were allowed thirty
fighting men, and the use of the lands of Borlum for a
year. His offer being accepted, he set about carrying out
his plan, which was to sail up Loch Ness in the night-time
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and surprise and lay waste some part of the Cameron
ands, returning to his head-quarters before the invaded
country could be raised against him. He was completely
successful, making several of these inroads at unexpected
times to the no small disquiet of the Lochabrians.” This
version is quoted from the historian of Cameron’s enemy.*

Gregory says that, about the year 1500, the feud
- which had so long subsisted between the Camerons and
the Macleans, regarding the lands of Lochiel, broke out
into renewed violence. The Macleans carried of a large
number of cattle from Lochaber, an injury which was soon
after fully revenged by the Camerons. These broils were
stopped for a time through the influence of Argyll, when
the Macleans, who appear on this occasion to have been
the aggressors, received a temporary respite under the
Privy Seal. A few years later, however, the old quarrel
was revived, and another feud was carried on for some
time with great bitterness. Traces are found of similar
quarrels during the greater part of the reign of James V.,
who died in 1542.

In October, 1544, and April, 1545, Ewen Cameron, with
MacDonald of Glengarry, made expeditions to Grant’s
lands of Glenmoriston and Glenurquhart, still spoken of as
the “Raid of Urquhart”. For this summonses were issued,
under the royal signet, dated the third of August, 1546
against Lochiel and his coadjutors. The summonses are
preserved at Castle Grant, and from them it is found that "
Ewen Allanson was accompanied by his grandson and
heir, Ewen—son of his eldest son Donald, who had died a
few years before, and of Agnes or Anne, daughter of Sir
James Grant, then Laird of Urquhart. The spoil taken
was a rich one. Among the goods, cattle and horses taken
from the laird’s home farm were two hundred bolls of oats,
with the fodder ; one hundred bolls of bere ; one hundred
cows ; one hundred calves ; forty young cows; ten one-
year-old stirks ; eight horses and four mares ; four young
horses ; one hundred and forty ewes ; sixty gimmers and

* Alexander Mackintosh-Shaw’s History of Clan Chattan.
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dinmonts ; one hundred lambs. From the Castle they
carried away, twelve feather beds, with bolsters, blankets,
and sheets ; five pots, six pans, one basket, and one chest
containing three hundred pounds in money ; two brewing
cauldrons; twenty pieces of artillery; ten stands of harness;
and several other articles named, of considerable value,
including doors, bedsteads, chairs, forms, and three large
boats. The tenants were similarly treated, according to the
value of their possessions ; goats, kids, wedders, swine, and
cloth, being mentioned among the spoil taken from them.
In two cases, sixty clls of linen, and sixty ells of woollen
cloth, were carried away, in addition to the household
furniture belonging to the owners.* The number of cattle
and sheep, and the quantity of corn and other goods taken
was very large, and shows that the people of Glen-
urquhart were very well-to-do in those days. No doubt
this raid was an element in securing Ewen’s conviction and
execution in the following year, though the principal charge
against him was his share in the battle of Blar-nan-leine,
and his support of the Ear] of Lennox. ’

Such is a sketch of the career of the greatest chief the
Clan Cameron had yet produced, and, if we accept the
authority of the family historian, “a chief of the greatest
abilities of any of his time. He is still famous,” he says,
“in these parts for his courage and military conduct, for
the greatest part of his life was employed in warlike
adventures, either in the service of the crown, or his own
private quarrels. However, he was so far from neglecting
the government and policy of his [own] country that his
people increased in numbers and riches, as his estate did in
value and extent. In a word, he omitted no opportunity
of serving the interest of his family ; and in this was much
wiser than any of his predecessors that he was careful to
secure his large and extensive possessions to his posterity
by authentic charters,” a few only of which he refers to as
being then extant.

Ewen married, first, a daughter of Celestine of Loch-

* Chiefs of Grant, Vol. 1., pp. 111-113.
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* brother of John, last Earl of Ross and Lord of the
s, with issue—

. Donald, his heir, who, in 1520, married Agnes or
Anne, daughter of Sir James Grant of Grant,} with issue—
i (I) Ewen Beag, who succeeded his grandfather (Ewen Alan-
'son); (2) Donald, who succeeded his brother, Ewen ; and
(3) John the Black, or “Ian Dubh,” who married a
daughter of Mackintosh, with issue—twin brothers, born
~ after their father’s death, the eldest of whom, Allan, suc-
ceeded to the chiefship as Allan Cameron Maclan Duibh.
(4) John, Minister of Dunoon, from whom John, the famous
Principal of the University of Glasgow ; the Camerons of
Worcester, and others. Donald, Ewen’s eldest son and
heir, died long before his father—between the years 1536
and 1530.

He married, secondly, Marjory, daughter of Lachlan,
“Badenoch,” second son of Malcolm Mackintosh X. of
Mackintosh,} and sister of William XIII., and of Lachlan
Beag XIV. of Mackintosh. By this lady, he had issue—

* Hugh Macdonald, the Sleat Seannachie, in the Collectanea de Rebus Albanicis,
p- 320. This alliance will account for the Constableship of Strome Castle having
been conferred upon Ewen Alanson, and upon his eldest son, by the Lords of
Lochalsh, in succession, as well for the lands bestowed upon them by each of these
lords in Lochaber, Lochecarron, and Lochalsh.
+An indenture is entered into at Urquhart, between John Grant of Freuchie and
Ewen Allanson, chief of the Camerons, on the 22nd of October, 1520, in which they
bind themselves and their apparent heirs—James Grant and Donald Cameron—
and their heirs for ever, to defend each other in their persons, goods, lands, posses-
sions, kin, friends, party, rights, actions, and quarrels, against all-comers, with the
usual exceptions in favour of the sovereign, and their own superiors—the Earls of
Moray and Argyll. And all this ‘‘for the mair securitie, God villing, the said
Donald Ewin Allansone sone shall haif to spous and . . . band of matrimonie in
. faice of haly kirk, Agnes Grant, dochtir to the said Johne the Grant”. A papal
dispensation was necessary to admit of the marriage, butin the event of its not
being forthcoming between the date of the indenture and fifteen days after the
immediately following Martinmas, John Grant is taken ‘‘ bundin and oblist to caus
thame be handfast and put togiddir . . . for mariage to be completit’”’. Both
parties gave their ‘‘bodyly ayth'’ and touched the ‘‘haly evanglist”. Thomas,
Lord Fraser of Lovat; Alexander Cumming, son and apparent heir to Alexander
Cumming of Altyre; and Patrick Grant in Ballindalloch, were sureties for the
implement of the contract, under a penalty of 1000 merks—Chiefs of Grant, Vol.
1L, pp. 64, 6s.
I History of the Mackintoskes and Clan Chattan, p. 186. The authors of the
~ “Baronage,” and of the '‘ Memoirs,” both of whom make her the daughter of
~ Duncan Mackintosh, are in error.
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2. Ewen, afterwards one of Allan Cameron’s tutors, and
progenitor of the family of Erracht, known in the district
in Gaelic as “Sliochd Eoghainn ’ic Eoghainn”. He was
assassinated at a meeting of the clan held at Inverlochy
Castle.

3. John, another of the tutors, progenitor of the Camerons
of Kin-Lochiel. He was beheaded at the Castle of Dun-
staffnage.

Ewen, as already noticed, was executed, in 1547, at
Elgin, for high treason, when he was succeeded by his
grandson,

XIV. EWEN CAMERON,

Generally called “ Eoghainn: Beag” to distinguish him
from his grandfather, Eoghainn MacAilein, who, as we
have just seen, outlived Donald, his eldest son, for
many years. Eoghainn Beag, in consequence, succeeded
his grand-father as fourteenth chief of the clan, when
quite young, but nothing is known of his short and
apparently uneventful career, except the way in which
he met his death in early life. When quite a young man
he became acquainted with a daughter of Macdougall of
Lorne, by whom he had a natural son, “ Domhnull Mac-
Eoghainn Bhig,” better known as “Taillear Dubh na
Tuaighe,” afterwards one of the most celebrated warriors
of the clan.

On the tenth of October, 1548, Ewen entered into a
contract with James Grant of Freuchie, concerning certain
lands which had changed hands in the time of his prede-
cessor, after the raid of Urquhart, and of which Ewen was
now to have the profits and duties. The lands were to “be
in pand to the said Ewen,” in all time coming, subject to
his good behaviour towards Grant, and in no case were
they to be alienated from him except by the advice and
consideration of John Mackenzie of Kintail ; Kenneth his
son and heir; John Grant of Mulben, son and heir to
Grant himself ; John Grant of Culcabock ; and others.*

* For the complete document see the Céefs of Grant, Vol. 111., pp. 102, 103.
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The cause and manner of the violent death of Eoghainn'
Beag is thus described :—“Being in his younger years much
enamoured of a daughter of the laird of Macdougall, he
found the lady so ¢ complaisant’ that she fell with child to
him. Her father dissembled his resentment and artfully
drew Lochiel to a communing in Island-na-Cloiche, where,
having previously concealed a party of men, he made him
his prisoner upon his refusing to marry her, and shut him

up in the Castle of Inch-Connel, in Lochow, a fresh-water
" lake, at a good distance from Lochaber, to which his
friends could not have easy access, on account of the diffi-
culty of providing themselves with boats. As soon as the
news came to Lochaber, his clan resolved to hazard all for
his relief, and, having made the necessary preparations, his
foster-father, Martin MacDhonnachaidh of Letter-Finlay,
_chief of the MacMartins, an ancient and numerous tribe of
the Camerons, put himself at the head of a large party,
and soon made. himself master of the castle. Lochiel
was then playing cards with his keeper or governor,
named MacArthur, and was so overjoyed at his approach-
ing delivery, that, observing him much alarmed at the
noise made by the assailants, he over-hastily discovered
the design for which he paid dear. For the villain (Mac-
Arthur), to satisfy his own and his master’s resentment,
immediately extinguished the lights, and thrusting his dirk
or poniard below the table, which stood between them,
wounded him in the belly. His deliverers, in the meantime,
rushing into his apartment, carried him to their boats,
where, the night being cold, he called for an oar to heat
himself with exercise, but, upon stretching his body, he
became first sensible of his wound, which soon after proved
mortal. His party having landed and put him to bed
returned to the castle, and, in revenge of his death, dis-
patched MacArthur and all the men that were with him.” *

Donald, the natural son of Ewen Beag, by the daughter of
Macdougall, was, from his infancy, in the charge of his father,
who sent him secretly to be nursed by a tailor’s wife, in

* Memoirs of Lockiel, pp. 33, 34-
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Blar-nan-Cleireach, or Lundavra, from which circumstance
he was afterwards called “An Taillear Dubh™ This
will be as suitable a place as any to give an account
of his remarkable carcer. He was named Donald,
probably after his grandfather. Tradition has it that
he was afterwards brought up by MacLachlan of Corua-
nan, hereditary standard-bearer to Lochiel. In due time,
he grew up a brave and prudent man, famous for his
sarcasm and ready wit, but even more so for the skill with
which he wielded his battle-axe, the favourite weapon of
the Camerons of Lochaber. From this came his sobriquet
of “Taillear Dubh na Tuaighe,” by which designation he
has ever since been known in the Highlands.

The mother of Allan Maclan Duibh, the young chief of
Lochiel, was a Mackintosh, and she hated her husband’s
clan with a fierce hatred. As the mother of the chief
she lived in one of the family residences, “ Eilean na’n
Craobh,” a picturesque island, near the shore, in Lochiel,—
almost opposite the Church of Kilmallie,—with still a few
trees on it, and it is there that we find Donald, or Taillear
Dubh na Tuaighe, first appearing prominently in the
traditional history of Lochaber. He hated the Mackintoshes
quite as much as the mother of his young chief hated the
Camerons ; and nothing pleased him better than to wield
his irresistible “ tuagh,” or axe against them on the battle-
field. In return he was hated by them, cspecially by Ian
Dubh’s widow, by John of Kinlochiel, and Ewen of Erracht,
the sons of Marjory Mackintosh, daughter of Lachlan
Badenoch, second wife of Ewen Allanson.

On the first occasion on which the Taillear Dubh comes
on the scene as a hero he was quite a young man. A
skirmish had been fought between the Camerons and the
Mackintoshes, in which many of the latter were slain.
Donald was deputed to carry the tidings to the chief's
widow at Eilean na’n Craobh, a task which many would
shrink from, knowing her strong will and Mackintosh
proclivities.  He, however, boldly went, and walked
straight into her presence, battle-axe in hand. On seeing
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him outside she cried out sternly, “Thig a nuas, a Thaillear,
“ach fag do thuagh shios,” “Come in, tailor, but leave your
axe without”; to which he responded, “ Far am bi mi fhein
bi’ mo thuagh,” “Where I will be, my axe will be”.
- “Ciamar a chaidh an latha?” “How did the day go?” she
asked. “Oh!” he answered, “ Gheibheadh tu bian cait air
da pheighinn, agus rogha is tagha air planc,” “You could
get a cat’s skin for twopence, and pick and choice for a
plack”. On hearing this contemptuous reference to her
clan’s defeat, she became so enraged that she threw the
infant chief, some say, into the fire, others, into the ashes,
when, in a moment, Donald raised his battle-axe above
her head, exclaiming sternly, “A bhean a rug an leanabh
tog an leanabh,” “ Woman, who gave birth to the child, lift
(? or rear) the child ;” which command she deemed prudent
instantly to obey.

The news having at once spread abroad, a meeting of
the leaders of the clan was held as to what should be done
with the unnatural mother of the young chief, when it was
decided not to leave him any longer in the hands of one
who had proved herself so unworthy of her position and
trust. It was also decided to send her back to her own
people—she having forfeited any right to be considered a
member of the Clan Cameron—and it was done in this way.
She was mounted on horseback with her face to the
animal’s tail, and driven in that position to within the
boundary line of the Mackintosh country, accompanied by
a few Mackenzies who had come from Brahan to assist the
Camerons in the recent battle ; and for which they were
afterwards rewarded by grants of land on the estate of
Lochiel. Their descendants are in North Ballachulish to
this day. The Camerons at the same time resolved not to
leave their infant chief any longer to the guardianship of his
grand-uncles of Kinlochiel and Erracht, and they sent him
to Mull, to the widow of his uncle Donald Dubh, a lady of
the family of Duart. Donald MacEoghain Bhig in the
meantime went to reside with his grandmother, Lady Grant
of Grant, from which place he was soon called by a party



52 THE HISTORY OF THE CAMERONS.

of his clan to protect them from the oppression of Kin-
lochiel and Erracht, who were acting in the most despotic
and selfish manner towards them.

Donald, the Taillear Dubh, again became the leader
of the Camerons, and in every ficld in which he led them
they are said to have been victorious. So successful was
he that some of the people began to suspect him of a fairy
origin, and that a special charm was upon him. He was
not only famous for his use of the Lochaber axe, but
was fleet-footed as the mountain deer, which stood him
in good stead on one occasion. While out hunting
one day, he accidentally fell into the hands of the Mac-
kintoshes, who were quite jubilant over their prize, and
longing to see him slain. “ Had 1 fallen into your hands
like this, what would you do with me?” asked Mackintosh
of his captive. “I would at least give you a chance of
escaping with your life ; and if you could get free I would
let you,” replied the Taillear. “Then I shall do the
same with you ; you will not have to say that you outstrip
Mackintosh in generosity,” replied the chief; who there-
upon formed his men into a ring, with Donald in
the centre, giving the order, “ Men, present your arms, and
if he rushes upon you it will but make an end of him all the
quicker . Donald, after committing himself to God in
prayer, exercised his battle-axe, as if with the intention
to attempt an opening by which he could effect an escape,
threatening to break the circle at various points, saying
“Na’n deanainn mar baill leam, chuirinn cleith as a,
gharadh,” “If T but could do as I would wish, I would put
a stake out the wall, (or paling)”. After various evolutions
and frantic rushes towards different points of the circle—
always stopping short, until he convinced them that he
thought his efforts were hopeless, and thus threw them off
their guard—he at last, after one of those attempts, and
while near one side of the ring made a sudden spring,
this time in earnest, and in the act slipped his hand
along the haft of his axe to its extreme end, which the rope
attached to his wrist enabled him to do, and so getting a
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longer reach, the deadly weapon lighted like a flash on the
head of one of his captors. A stake did disappear from the
~wall, and Donald was free from what seemed the arms of
death. He then fled as fast as his feet could carry him,
pursued by his enraged enemies, the foremost among them
being the chief himself, who, according to some versions of
the tradition, is said to have been on horseback. At last
Donald came to a wide ditch which he leapt lightly,
and got safe across. Mackintosh leaping after him, fell
into the mire. The Taillear Dubh, raising his axe above
. the head of his pursuer, addressed the floundering chief—
“Dh fhaodainn, ach cha dean” “I might, but I will not”.
Mackintosh, naturally grateful for the generosity of his foe,
waved back his men from the pursuit, when Donald ex-
tended to him his hand and pulled him out of the ditch.

The spot where he made this leap is near the banks of
the Caledonian Canal, at Gairlochy, and is to this day called
“ Leum an Taillear” ; while the ditch, though now filled in,
still bears the name of “ Lochan Mhic-an Toisich ”.

Various rumours were current about Donald’s final dis-
appearance from Lochaber. Some said that he was
murdered by command of the young chief, Ailean Maclan
Duibh, who had now returned home, Donald’s enemies
having induced him to believe that he was ambitious to be
chief himself; that he was securing the hearts of the people
with that intention ; and that he asserted himself to be the
offspring of a lawful marriage, and therefore legitimate chief
of the clan. Allan, it has been said, believed these tales,and
consented to his cousin’s death. When he disappeared there
was therefore great indignation among the majority of the
clan, who believed that he had been murdered. Others
alleged that, being tired of fighting, he had retired to
some monastery, and that he was seen in the district of
Cowal.

The indignation of those who believed that the young
chief agreed to have Donald put to death, waxed so hot
that Allan had again to leave Lochaber. He did not feel
safe at home, the majority of the clan entertaining this
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belief, and he prudently retired from the district until their
fury abated.

The fate of this celebrated warrior had been enveloped
in uncertainty for centuries, but it is now accounted
for. There is no doubt that he actually did seek safety in
Cowal, where he married and left issue; one of his
descendants, at the present day, being the Rev. Dr.
Malcolm Campbell Taylor, Professor of Church History in
the University of Edinburgh. The name Taylor, in this
case at anyrate, came from the “Taillear —whose descen-
dants arc known as “Cloinn an Taillear” or the Children
of the Tailor, Domhnull MacEoghainn Bhig.*

Though unaware that any tradition existed in Locha-
ber concerning him, the Taylors of Stratheachaig knew
that their progenitor was called ¢ Taillear Dubh na
Tuaighe,” but that his real name was Donald Dubh,
and that he was the offspring of onc of the chiefs of Lochiel.
On one of the oldest tombstones of the family the tuagh
or battle-axe is carved—not the modern, long-handled,
prettily designed, Lochaber axe, but the old, deadly-looking
weapon, having a short handle, with a rope attached, which
was the onec always used in battle by the leaders of the
clan.

The MacLachlans of Strath-Lachlan arc said to be
descended from the Camerons, and related to the Mac-
Lachlans of Coruanan ; and that may have been the link
that led Donald to that district for safety ; or his maternal
grandfather may have induced the Earl of Argyll to give
him a holding in Cowal.

The Taillear Dubh was in special danger from the
families of Erracht and Kinlochiel, as, in defence of the
absent chief, he had been the cause of the death of these
plotting relatives, who were always playing into the hands
of their kinsmen, the Mackintoshes. When Allan again

¥ For the best version of this tradition we are indebted to Mrs. Mary Mackellar,
the well-known poet—one of the *‘Sliochd Ian Duibh " Camerons of Lochaber,
who for many generations occupied and were known as the Camerons of ** Druim-
na-Saille "',
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urned to take the lead into his own hands, he was told
that his relative, Domhnull MacEoghainn Bhig, a/zas Tail-
lear Dubh na Tuaighe, had always been his best friend.

- He was informed of how he had saved him from his heart-

less mother, and how he watched over his interests during
the years of his absence from Lochaber. He regretted
having blamed him wrongfully ; and to make amends, as
well as to please his offended clan, he is alleged to have
paid him the compliment of placing his effigy in the family
coat of arms as supporters, with his battle-axe con-
spicuously held up. There he remains ; his name lives in
the songs, proverbs, and traditions of his native land ; and
next, perhaps, to the great Sir Ewen himself, he is the
ideal warrior and hero of his clan. His name rouses their
pride and affection ; and as long as there is a clansman in
Lochaber, or Gaelic spoken, the name of Taillear Dubh
na Tuaighe will be remembered among his countrymen.

In 1576-77, we find “ Allaster Dow McAllane McEwin
of Camroun, and John Cam, his brother of surnawm,” apply-
ing to the Lord Regent and the Lords of the Secret
Council to be set at liberty by the Earl of Athole, who had
some months before apprehended them by force, and
imprisoned them at Blair Athole. They were represented
before the Council by “Ewin McAne, Capitane of Inver-
lochy, their fader brother”. The Earl of Athole alleged in
defence, that his prisoners had been denounced rebels and

. put to the horn, and were so when he apprehended them,

and continued so then, for having committed diverse
slaughters, heirschips, and oppressions upon certain of his
own tenants and servants and others of the king’s lieges,
for which they were fugitives from the law. They were
ordered to be brought before the Council on the 25th of
February, in that year, with the letters of horning and
other evidences of their guilt, failing which the usual
penalties would follow against Athole. On the 26th of
February, Mr. Andro Abircromby, servitor of John, Earl of
Athole, presented, in his master’s name, “ Allister Dow
McAllan VcEwin Cameroun and John Cam, his brother,
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and also produced letters raised by the brothers and other
friends of the late Donald Dow MacKewin, by which the
said Allister and Johnne were denounced for the slaughter
of the late Donald”. Allister Dow is found in ward in
Edinburgh, under date, 1st March, 1576. On the 1st of
January, 1577-78, it is recorded that Colin, Earl of Argyll,
and John Campbell of Caddell, who had become sureties
to enter and present before the Privy Council, Allister Dow
McAllane VcEwin Camroun, and John Cam, his brother,
when required, under a penalty of £1000, having failed,
though repeatedly called upon, to do so, it was agreed to
enforce the penalty against him, and letters were ordained
to be sent to the officers of the army and the sheriffs in
those parts, charging them to pass, arrest, apprise, compel,
poind, and destrain the said earl’s readiest lands, goods, and
gear ; and failing his moveable goods, to apprise his lands,
conform to the Act of Parliament, to the avail and quantity
of the said sum of £1000.

It is believed that this entry is the only foundation for
Gregory’s assertion that one of the Cameron chiefs was
murdered at this date, and also for the statement, by the
author of the “Memoirs” of Sir Ewen Camecron, that
Taillear Dubh na Tuaighe was put to death by order
of his chief. There was no chief named Donald Dow
MacEwen at this period, and it is pretty clear that
Donald Dubh MacEoghainn Bhig lived for many years
after 1577.

Since the foregoing was written we have received a
few interesting notes from Professor Taylor, Edinburgh,
already mentioned, a descendant of the famous warrior.
He enters into an able and minute argument to show that
Donald MacEoghainn Bhig, and Taillear Dubh na Tuaighe
were one and the same. The fact will be admitted by all
who have given the question any consideration, and it is
therefore unnecessary here to discuss it. It may be well,
however, to give Professor Taylor’s reasons for the conclu-
sion that his warlike ancestor has long out-lived the date at
which he is said to have been assassinated, as well as other
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esting reminiscences of the celebrated Taillear Dubh,
which he supplies. We have already stated that, at one
eriod of his life, Donald MacEoghainn Bhig went to reside
for a time in the country of the Grants. In connection with
this incident in Donald’s career, Professor Taylor says, that
in the united parishes of Abernethy and Kincardine, in the
very home of the Grants, there are at the present time
a considerable body of Camerons, only second to the

Grants themselves in point of numbers, and second to none
~ in respect of industry, probity, and independence. They
are known to this day as “Sliochd nan Gillean Maola
Dubh,” and their account of themselves is, that they are
descended from twelve young men who, according to the
custom of the times, accompanied a daughter of the house
of Lochiel on the occasion of her marriage to one of the
Stewarts of Kincardine—the date of which event is
placed in the first half of the 16th century. The strangers
have fairly prospered, with one notable exception ; for the
family of the “Ceann Tighe” has decayed. The tradition
among these Camerons is, that the leader of the Gillean
Maola was Taillear Dubh na Tuaighe, and there is still
living, near the Manse of Abernethy, an old woman, Anne
Cameron, the last of her family, whose father was acknow-
ledged by all the Camerons in the district to be their
Ceann Tighe, or head; but, according to her account
and theirs, her father was not of the “Sliochd nan Gillean
Maola Dubh,” but a descendant of “Taillear Dubh na
Tuaighe, ’chuir an ruaig air Macintoisich,” as she described
him. He was the head or leader of the original twelve,
and his representatives were considered the leaders of their
descendants. The Strathspey tradition agrees with that of
Lochaber in that the Taillear Dubh was the son of a
former chief of the Camerons, and the champion of their
independence in his day. Professor Taylor proceeds:—
“The only other district which has had a steadfast
tradition, connecting the Taillear Dubh with it, is in
- Cowal, where a group of families, MacIntaylor—Ilater,
~ Taylor—by name, have always regarded themselves as his
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descendants. It adds weight to their tradition that one
link suffices to connect the oldest survivors of the sept with
their progenitor of 200 years ago. Their grandfather, who
fought at Culloden in 1746, died in 1817, at the great age
of 96, had the family account from his grandfather, re-
garding whom there is unimpeachable evidence, of date
1685-6. It is also noteworthy that their tradition carries
them up by name, to about 1580, when the first of them is
said to descend from the Taillear Dubh. Regarding its
general drift no more nced be said than that it corresponds,
in all the main particulars, with that of Lochaber. Where
it differs, as in certain minor and unimportant details, the
difference, from a critical point of view, is in favour of the
Cowal version, as being the simpler, and therefore, pre-
sumably, the older form. These Cowal people were wont
to regard themselves as Camerons of the Camerons and to
designate themselves, down to the closing years of last cen-
tury, as ‘Clann an Taillear Dhuibh Chamronaich’. It would
appear to have depended entirely on the scribes of the
day, the notaries and clerks of various kinds, whether their
names should be written in English, and transmitted to their
posterity as MacIntaylor or as Camerons—a fact illustrated
by numecrous other instances in the Highlands.” After
further detailed criticism on various points, the Professor
continues:—*“The same passage in the Records [and already
quoted by us, p. 55] which misled Gregory, seems also to
have misled the author of the Introduction to Lochiel’s
‘Memoirs’; for whereas the former found in it the murder of
a chief, which probably never happened, the latter evidently
found in it, and with greater excuse and a greater show of
probability, the assassination of Donald MacEwen Beg, for
which also there seems to be no foundation, except this
error.  Closely scanned, the passage itself shows that
it does not record the death of Donald MacDonald Mac-
Ewen, the chief; so neither does it register the fate of
Donald MacEwen Beg; for it speaks of the brothers
of the dead man-—a phrase which cannot apply to
Donald MacEwen Beg, who had no brothers.” Dr. Taylor
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then points out that the perpetrators of the murder were
befriended by Argyll, and were partisans of Donald Mac-
- Eoghainn Bhig, and that the murder referred to in the
Records took place when Allan of Lochiel was only 10 years
old ; whereas he did not return to Lochaber—after which
event he is said to have agreed to the murder of Donald—
until he was seventeen years old. The Professor then con-
cludes:—“This point, however, does not depend on minute
criticism. Allan Maclanduy had, in the meantime, been
confided to the care of his relative, Mr. John Cameron,
minister of Dunoon and Kilmun, in Cowal. Thither,
also, we find Donald MacEwen Beg following him about
this time—a fact which was unknown to the author of the
‘Memoirs’. The Earls of Argyll and Athole having
made up their feud, bonds of assurance and friendship
were signed in favour of each other by these lords, at
Dunoon and Dunkeld respectively. That which was sub-
scribed by Argyll bears date ‘at Dunoon, the xx. day of
Julii, the year of God, 1576 years, and is attested ‘é&efore
thir witnesses, Donald McEwan VcOneill, in Lochaber, and
others’.” He mentions another document as having been
witnessed by the same person, under the designation of
“Donald Cameron of Lochaber,” on the 16th of May,
1577, and urges that this Donald is no other person than
Taillear Dubh na Tuaighe, whose memory, under the
latter designation, “has been cherished by his descendants
in Cowal, down to the present generation”., They have
preserved a persistent claim of descent from him, and we
have no hesitation in expressing the opinion that they are
perfectly justified in doing so.

Ewen Beag and his followers refused to attend a Royal
Court, held at Inverness, in 1552, when a commission was
granted to the Earls of Huntly and Argyll against the’
Camerons and the Macdonalds of Clanranald, who pro-
ceeded to Lochaber to punish them, but the result is
involved in obscurity. Ewen died about this time; but
whether he was captured and executed under Huntly’s
commission has not been ascertained. It is, however,
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placed beyond dispute that he must have died before 1554,
for in that year Queen Mary granted to George, Earl of
Huntly and Murray, the nonentry dues of all the lands
belonging to “the deceased Ewin Camroun, alias Littil
Ewin, Captain of the Clancamroun, and also the marriage
of his brother and heir, Donald Dow, or other lawful
heir ”.*

Leaving no legitimate issue, Ewen was succeeded by his
brother,

XV. DoNaLD CAMERON,

Commonly known as “ Domhnull Dubh Mac Domhnuill,”
who is found on record in the year 1564, when Queen
Mary granted to “Donald Cameroun, the son and heir of
the deceased Donald Cameroun or Alansoun of Locheill,
the five pennylands called Lettirfinlay, of the old extent
of 40s.; the five pennylands, called Stronnabaw, of the
same old extent; and the five pennylands of Lindalie, of
the old extent of 50s, all of which were formerly held by
them of the deceased George, Earl of Huntlie, by whom
the lands were forfeited ”.4+ The Earl of Huntly had been
convicted and forfeited for high trecason in the previous
year for his opposition to the Queen, during her visit to
Inverness. On that occasion, Donald Cameron of Lochiel
joined her Majesty against the forces of the rebellious
Earl, arriving too late to meet her at Inverness, but just in
time to take part, with his followers, in the battle of Cor-
richy, fought on the 28th of October, 1562. His lands had
been previously forfeited with those of the Earl of Huntly,
who was Lochiel’s superior, but on application they were
restored as a reward for his personal loyalty on this occa-
sion, and the faithful services previously rendered by him
since he had assumed the chiefship of the clan. The
charter differed from the previous one, insomuch that it
was changed from a blench feu into a ward, but, according
to the family chronicler, ennobled with all the immunities

* Origines Parochiales Scotiae.
+ Origines Parochiales Scotiae, Vol. 11., Part 1L, p. 177.



privileges that the Earl and his predecessors formerly
enjoyed.

In 1564 Grant of Freuchie became cautioner for Donald

Cameron of Lochiel. Certain parties, of whom the Earl
of Athole was the principal, became bound that Donald
'~ should remain in ward in Edinburgh under a penalty of
2000 merks, until Grant should come forward as his
security. Donald at the same time came under a formal
obligation to keep good rule in his own territorry, and in
no way to trouble his neighbours. If he failed in this, he
offered Grant as security that he should appear before the
Council to answer for his conduct, under a penalty of 2000
merks. Donald executed a bond to this effect at Edinburgh,
on the 3rd of November. On the 10th, his cautioner, Grant,
executed the same at Freuchie, and it was finally recorded
before the Privy Council on the 27th of the same month.
Lochiel gave Grant a bond of relief, dated the 2oth of
November, he being in ward at the time, and by an act of
the Privy Council, dated the 29th of June, 1565, at Dunkeld,
Grant was discharged from all his obligations under the
bond.*
Donald Dubh, according to the Memoirs, married a
daughter of the Laird of MacLean,+ without issue, and
according to all the authorities, as well as the current tradi-
tions of the country, was succeeded as chief by his infant
nephew—son of Ian Dubh, or Black John, third son of
Donald, eldest son of Ewen Allanson, thirteenth chief, by
Agnes or Anne Grant of Grant.-—

XVI. ALLAN CAMERON,

Generally described in contemporary records as “Alein Mac

Ian Duibh,” but sometimes as “ Alein Mac Dhomhnuill

Duibh,” the latter designation being applied to him, as

the patronymic of the clan. This will account for the

. * Lochiel's Bond, and Grant’s Discharge are given in full at pp. 130, 132, Vol.
111, Ckiefs of Grant.

+Accordmg to Douglas's Baronage, Hector Mor Maclean of Duart who has

a charter in 1539, 1542, 1548, and 1553, had three daughters, one of whom was
rried to Donald, Captain of Clancameron .
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error into which the author of the “Memoirs” has fallen
in calling him the son of Donald Dubh, his predecessor in
the chiefship, while in point of fact he was Donald’s nephew.
His grand-uncles, Erracht and Kinlochiel, took possession
of the estate, on the pretence that they were acting as
Allan’s guardians, but it was feared by the more immediate
friends of the young chief that his life was not safe from
these grasping relatives, if he should continue to reside in
Lochaber. They, therefore, removed him to Mull, to be
brought up, as has becen said, under the charge of the
Macleans of Duart. The clan was governed in his
absence by his grand-uncles, and Gregory informs us that,
they made themselves so obnoxious by their insolence and
tyranny, that Donald Mac Eoghainn Bhig, “the bastard
son of a former chief,” was brought forward by a party
in the clan to oppose them. The laird of Mackintosh,
taking advantage of these dissensions, invaded the Came-
ron territory, and forced the chief’s uncles and guardians,
Erracht and Kinlochiel, to enter into a treaty regarding
the disputed lands of Glenlui and Locharkaig which was
considered so disadvantageous to the Camerons that
the feeling displayed by the clan when the terms of it
became known was so strong that the Guardians were
obliged to repudiate it and prepare for an immediate
attack on the Mackintoshes. To strengthen themselves
in their expedition against Clan Chattan, they attempted
a reconciliation with Donald Mac Eoghainn Bhig—
Taillear Dubh na Tuaighe, and arranged a meeting
with himself and some of his followers at the Castle
of Inverlochy, on which occasion, Ewen of Erracht was
murdered by some of Donald’s followers, and John of
Kinlochiel was compelled to leave the district; but the
latter was soon after apprehended by the Earl of Argyll, at
the instance of Donald MacEoghainn, and executed at the
Castle of Dunstaffnage. Young Allan of Lochiel was then
called home, but he was soon after obliged to leave Locha-
ber again and keep away for a time, until, while resident in
Appin, he nearly lost his life in a local broil, when his
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ollowers invited him home ; and, about 1585, he again
ssumed command of his clan.
When he first returned to Lochaber he was about seven-
teen years old. The broil in Appin is thus described :(—
“The laird of Glenurchy, predecessor to the Earl of Brea-
" dalbane, chosing to hold a Baron court in that neighbour-
~ hood, Lochiel went thither to divert himself, and there,
accidentally meeting with one Macdougall of Fairlochine,
a near relation of the Bastard, he challenged him upon some
unmannerly expressions which he had formerly dropped
against him with relation to that gentleman’s [supposed]
death. But Macdougall, instead of excusing himself, gave
such a rude answer as provoked Lochiel to make a blow at
him with his sword, and some of the bye-standers, willing
to prevent the consequences, seized and held him [Lochiel]
fast. While he made a most violent struggle to get loose,
one of his servants, happening to come up at the time,
fancied that he was apprehended by Glenurchy’s orders,
whom he foolishly suspected to have designs upon his life.
This put the fellow into such a rage that he had not
patience to examine into the matter; but encountering
with Archibald, Glenurchy’s eldest son, whom the noise of
the bustle had drawn thither in that unlucky juncture, he
barbarously plunged his dagger into his heart. The mul-
titude, upon this, turned their swords against the unlucky
fellow, but he, with his dirk in the one hand, and his sword
in the other, defended himself with such incredible valour,
that it is likely he would have' escaped by the favour of
approaching night, if he had not, as he retreated backwards,
stumbled upon a plough that took him behind and brought
him to the ground, where he was cut to pieces. No sooner
had the enraged multitude dispatched the servant than
they furiously rushed upon the master, who, though he re-
ceived several wounds, had the good fortune, after a
vigorous and gallant defence, to make his escape, wherein
he was much assisted by the darkness of the night, which
covered his retreat. The news of this, and several other
adventures, made his clan impatient to have him among
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them. All their divisions were now at an end, and their
chief was of sufficient age and capacity to manage his own
affairs, so that he was welcomed to Lochaber with universal
joy,” openly expressed by a united people.

Allan was a brave chief. He made several raids into the
Mackintosh country, carrying away large booties on each
occasion. In the quarrels which then raged so hotly be-
tween the Earls of Moray and Huntly, he joined the latter,
and guarded the Castle of Ruthven for Huntly, while he
attempted unsuccessfully to repair it  This involved
Lochiel in constant feuds and sanguinary conflicts with the
Mackintoshes, but he generally succeeded in getting the
best of them, and was often able to carry a rich spoil from
the enemy’s country to his own.

In a letter by Robert Bowes to Lord Burleigh, dated the
23rd of September, 1591, describing what the king, then at
Perth, was doing, he mentions, among other things, his
Majesty’s attempt to appease the quarrels and slaughters
which then daily occurred between the Earl of Huntly and
the lairds of Grant and Mackintosh, with others, in which
the lairds of Lochaber and Cameron had “killed XII. of
Macintoyshes men, and XXIIIL tennants of Grant, and
hurt the Larde of Balendalough”. Soon after this Lochiel
again defeated the Mackintoshes on their own lands of
Badenoch, with a loss of fifty men.

On the 14th of March, 1586, Lachlan Mackintosh bound
himself to preserve and guard the lands of Urquhart, Glen-
moriston, and all others belonging to the Grants against
the incursions of the Camerons, Macdonalds, and their
neighbours. In return, Grant and his curators bound
themselves to invest Mackintosh in certain lands in Loch-
alsh and Kishorn, and in the castle of Strome, Lochcarron,
with the office of Constable of the latter, all as formerly
held by Cameron of Lochiel, but which had been for-
feited by Ewen Allanson, and conveyed to James Grant
of Freuchie, after the Raid of Urquhart, as compensation
for the spoil carried away,. on that occasion, by Lochiel
and his companions.*

* Chiefs of Grant, Vol. 1., pp, 112, 113.
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. , On the 27th of March, 1588,a bond of mutual assistance,
entered into a short time previously, between Mackintosh
‘and Grant of Freuchie, was supplemented by a Royal
Commission issued in their favour, and the Earl of Huntly,
by which they were empowered to proceed against Allan,"
who, with a large following, had, during several months of
the year 1584, made a descent upon the Mackintosh lands
in Lochaber, and committed several depredations upon the
inhabitants. On the 30th of June, 1589, we find Allan and
Grant entering into a bond of mutual friendship, directed
specially against the Macdonalds of Glencoe. In 1590, the
two are again opposed to each other, under the leadership,
respectively, of the Earls of Huntly and Murray.

An indenture is recorded between Huntly and Allan
Cameron of Lochiel, dated 6th of March, 1590-1, by which
the latter became bound to assist Huntly against all his
enemies, particularly the Mackintoshes and Grants; while
the-earl, on the other hand, engaged to reward Allan to
his entire satisfaction, and promised him that he should
enter into no agreement with his own opponents which did
not also include Lochiel. In terms of this treaty, Allan
Cameron fought with Huntly at the battle of Glenlivet, in
1594, where, at the head of a few of his clan, he performed
signal service against his old enemies, the Mackintoshes,
whom “he defeated, and pursued with great eagerness, and
did Huntly such services as merited a different reward”
from that which he afterwards received.

There is a complaint brought before the Privy Council on
the 7th of December, 1598, at the instance of John Dunbar of
Moyness, George Dunbar in Clune, and William Falconer
in Lethinbar, several gentlemen of the name of Rose,
including Kilravock ; Holme, Cantray, and several Came-
rons, for a raid upon the complainers, accompanied by
very heartless conduct towards the female members

' of their families. The charge is for convocation of the
lieges to the number of 200 “brokin hieland men and
sorneris, all bodin in fear of weir, with bowis, darlochis and
tua handit swordis, steilbonnettis, haberschonis, hacque-

3
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butis and pistolettes,” who came, on the 8th of the preced-
ing October, under cloud and silence of night by way of
brigandage, to the said George Dunbar’s dwelling house in
Clune, pertaining heritably to the said George Dunbar of
Moyness, and there treasonably raised fire in the said
house, and in another cottar house of the said George
Dunbar, burnt and destroyed the same, put violent hands on
Marjory Dunbar, spouse of the said George Dunbar, and
on Isabel Dunbar, spouse to the said William Falconer,
tore their clothes of them and shot them naked furth of
their houses, the said Isabel Dunbar being then lying bed-
fast in great “disease and dolour,” she being but twelve
days before delivered of a bairn; which bairn they most
barbarously, without pity or compassion, threw out of her
arms and cast forth on the midden. And not satisfied
therewith they at the same time reft and away-took from
the said George, furth of his house, his whole “insicht,”
plenishing, moveables, goods, and gear, together with three
score [and] ten horses and nolt; and as many of the said
nolt as would not drive, to the number of eighteen, they
barbarously houghed and slew; committing here-through
open and manifest treason, convocation of his Majesty’s
lieges, etc, etc. The charges to appear and answer had
been successfully served upon several of the party, whose
names are given in the Privy Council Record, but upon
none of the Camerons present. The only one described
by the family name is the chief, who is designated as
“Allane Camroun of Locheldy,” but the following whose
names appear, seem to be all Camerons, though none of
them are so named in the Record :—

“ Allaster McAllaster Vc Coneill of Glenneves, Ewne
McConeill VcEwne VcConeill of Blarmayselach, Johnne
Badach Mc VcEwne of Errach, his brother Ewne, Duncan
McMertine of Letterfindlay, his brother Donald McMer-
tine, Ewne MacMartine, Donald McAneduy VcEwne,
Allane McAne of Innerloch, Johnne Moir McAllane
VcAne of Callardy, Allaster Dow McAllane VcEane of
Culchinny, Johnne Oig McAllane VcEane, Ewne Mc-
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“ondoquhy, Dougall Oig McConeill VcCondoquhy Roy,
Ewne McEane Tuich, Johnne McEan Tuich, Angus Oig
McInnes VcMertine VcEane, Donald Dow McConeill
VcEane VcMartyne, Dougall McAllaster VcConeill,

‘Allaster McConeill, Williame McConduquhy Ban Milly-

gane, Ewne McConduquhy VcEwne of Auchnesune,
Johnne McEwne VcAllaster Roy, Duncan McAngus
VcEane VcMartine, Donald Roy McAngus VcEane Ve-

- Martine, Donald Our Vclnnes VcEane VcMartine,” with

about two hundred others, all of whom, not appearing, were
denounced rebels by the Privy Council.*

Allan’s reign was one of the most cloudy and disastrous
in the history of the clan, though he was one of its bravest
and most distinguished chiefs. His constant feuds with
the Mackintoshes and with the Earls of Huntly and Argyll
kept him constantly in hot water, and in the end he lost
the greater portion. of the lands which had been acquired
by his predecessors; while he was, for a time at least,
compelled to acknowledge Argyll as his superior, and to
hold the remaining portion of his lands as that nobleman’s
vassal. The family Seannachaidh gives an interesting
narrative of these and the other local feuds which
occurred during Allan’s rule. He describes how Mac-

. . kintosh resolved to be revenged upon Lochiel for past

raids into the Mackintosh country, and how for that
purpose he prevailed upon the Earl of Argyll, whose
sister he had married, to invade Lochaber from the
West, while, with all the forces he could raise, he
himself attacked him from the North, expecting that
he would thus compel the Camerons to submit to such
terms as he would be pleased to offer them. Lochiel,
though he knew nothing of this confederacy, was so much
on his guard, that Mackintosh found him quite prepared to
stop his passage across the Lochy. Both parties con-
tinued inactive for several days. But provisions at last
failing him, Mackintosh was reduced to great straits;
Lochiel’s party increased daily ; and there was no appear-

* Register of the Privy Council.
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ance of the expected assistance to his opponent from
Argyll ; so that Mackintosh was ultimately obliged to take
advantage of the night to beat a retrecat. Lochiel, sus-
pecting that a stratagem was intended by his opponent,
pursued him with great caution, until convinced that he
had really retired. He would have been glad to have
overtaken him and given him battle, but Mackintosh was
soon out of reach.*

No sooner had Allan returned to the Isle of Lochiel,
where he then lived, than he was informed of the arrival of
another body of the enemy from the West, which not a
little surprised him; for he had no expectations of any
invasion from that quarter. This force was commanded
by Campbell of Ardkinglas, who drew up his men, about
300 strong, at Achinloinbeg, opposite the island; but on
being informed that the Mackintoshes had left, he retired to
Inchdoricher, where he was well sheltered, and resolved to
remain there for the night.

Lochiel, who had that morning dispersed his followers,
immediately issued orders to have them again convened
with all haste, and with his ordinary personal servants,
eleven in number, he succeeded in finding his way, by
private paths, where the Campbells encamped, and having
carcfully viewed them, he resolved to attempt to frighten
them away with the few followers he had. He thought the
effort might be made without much danger, for they
were surrounded by lofty hills and dense woods on every
side. With this object he placed his men at suitable dis-
tances from each other, and instructed them to fire, all at’
once, upon a given signal, and then to fall upon their faces
on the ground. This performance was repeatedly gone
through, and the enemy, several of whom were killed,
became much alarmed. Thinking they had been surrounded
on all sides, and afraid to advance or retreat, they continued
where they were until morning, when they hurriedly retired
and returned home.

But the severe laws that were put in force at the time, for

* History of the Mackintoshes, pp. 298, 99.
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- reducing the Highlands and for settling the peace of the

untry, gave Allan much more uneasiness than all the
- power of his enemies,and in the end did him greater injury.
The Ministers of State, observing that the public were
defrauded of the Crown rents and revenues in many places,
procured an Act of Parliament commanding all chiefs and
proprietors of estates in the Highlands and Islands holding
of the Crown to appear personally, in the Court of Ex-
chequer, before the 15th day of May, 1597, under pain
of forfeiture, and not only to exhibit all their charters and
writs, but also to find bail and security to pay the Crown
revenues ; to make redress to all parties injured by losses
and damages previously sustained; and to live peaceably in
all time coming.*

This was a terrible blow to Lochiel, for he could not
appear in consequence of the sentence of forfeiture and
proscription previously passed against him, and as yet
unremoved; “ whereby he lost one of the best estates in the
Highlands ”. All this was owing to his hereditary enemy,
Mackintosh, who engaged bim in the fatal league with the
Earl of Huntly, and who not only neglected Allan, contrary
to express stipulation when he made his peace with the
king, but, with the greatest ingratitude, took advantage of
his misfortunes.

Lochiel took every means in his power to procure a
remission so as to enable him to obey the Act of Parlia-
ment. But the time was so short, and the avarice of the
courtiers so great (for they made a good profit of these
forfeitures), that he did not succeed, and the Act was
vigorously enforced. Finding himself thus in great
danger of losing his whole estate, and foreseeing that he
would soon be surrounded by a number of new enemies,
as it would be the interest of all who shared in it to reduce
his power and keep him down, he resolved to arrange his
differences with Mackintosh, who was willing to accept any
terms which admitted his right of property to the lands in

* History of the Macdonalds and Lords of the Isles, by the same author, pp. 199,
200, and 201, where the substance of this harsh act is fully set forth.
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dispute, in the form of a regular treaty. Meantime Mac-
kintosh, immediately after his return from Edinburgh,
where he had gone to Court to obtain new charters to his
estate, on conforming to the requirements of the new Act,
invaded Lochaber at the head of a large force. He was,
however, met by Lochiel, quite prepared to give him a
warm reception. Friends on either side interposed and, in
1598, brought about an arrangement by which both parties

agreed to the following terms :—

¢ Mackintosh mortgaged to Lo