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 PREFACE.

ALEXANDER BRODIE OF BRODIE, the Author of the following Diary was
the representative of the ancient family of that name, in the counties of
Elgin and Nairn. Upwards of a century ago, this work was brought
under notice by the appearance of a small octavo volume, comprising the
earliest existing portion of the Diary, from 25th of April, 1652, to 1st
of February, 1654. The Editor of that volume, printed at Edinburgh in
1740, is not known. From its marked religious character, it was often
surmized that passages which related to public events might have purposely
been kept out. Yet the Editor is quite explicit on this point, when he
informs the reader, that the MS. had fallen “very accidentally into his
hands,” and that in publishing it, ¢ nothing that could be read, so as to
make a full sentence is omitted.” He at the same time laments that “ the
Journal of this excellent person should appear to the public under the
disadvantage of being imperfect.” In using this phrase, he evideutly
refers to the loss of what the Author himself mentions as his “ First Diary
Book,” which contained the years 1650 to 1652. “I hope,” (says the
anonymous Editor) ‘whoever is possessed of it, if it still be extant, will
not deny the publick so valuable a present.”” He seems not to have been
aware of the existence of some other and later volumes. But it is clear
that the Laird of Brodie himself never contemplated even the possibility
that any part of his Diary should be printed; aud having no such object
in view for recording public events, it was chiefly for his own benefit
14
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that, for so many years, he continued the practice of keeping a register of his
religious experiences, and the trials and difficulties of his Christian life. We
have reason, thercfore, to conclude that the 1740 volume exhibits an
accurate transcript of the Original Manuseript, with this exception that
the personal pronoun I has been changed to fe, to suit, it might be, the
necessarily fragmentary character of the volume. In fact, selections only
were, or could be given, from the manuscript, judging from the subsequent
volumes, in which the constant use of cypher or a kind of short-hand, inter-
spersed more or less in every page, is quite sufficient to render no small
portion of the writing altogether unintelligible, and to afford clear proof of
the Editor’s judgment and skill in his selections. His remark, therefore, of
printing passages of a full sentence, thus becomes easily understood ; but
the wish he expressed regarding * the first Diary Book,” has unfortunately
never been gratified. '

The attention of the Members of the Spalding Club was early directed
to this Diary, as likely to furnish materials for a work of some historical im-
portance, in addition to its local interest. ~Application was accordingly
made to WiLLtay Brobie oF Brobig, Esq., the Author’s representative,
and this was liberally responded:.to by allowing the Secretary, Mr. Jonn
STUART, to have the frec use of such manuscript books as were preserved.
The result of a careful search was to prove that the Author’s Diary, which
he had commenced in the year 1650, was continued till. within one day of
his death, on the 17th of April, 1680 ; although some of the volumes are
lost; and further, that the Diary itself was chiefly confined to recording
his daily religious experiences and meditations, mterspersed with occasional
notices of public occurrences.

The five volumes of Brodie’s Diary which have been recovered, are as
follows : —

Vol. 1. Begins January 22d, 1655, and ends October 13th, 1656.

Vol. II. Begius July 6th, 1661 (the first leaf probably commencing
July 1st, being lost), and ends July 11th, 1663.
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Vol. ITI.  Begins January 3rd, 1671, and ends December 31st, 1673.

Vol. V.  Begins February 22d, 1676, and ends.October 12th, 1678.

Vol. V. Begins-October 13th, 1678, and terminates with April 16th,
1680. The Diary is theu carricd on by his Son, James Brodie, from April
17th, 1680, and ends in February, 1685.: .

It is thus evident, that besides the two earliest, several of the inter-
mediate volumes of his manuscripts have not been recovered. But in
addition to the above volumes there are four others of an earlier date,
containing short-hand notes of Sermons, to be afterwards noticed.

Here it is proper to repeat, to. prevent any feeling of disappointment,
that the following Diary has no claim to be regarded as Historical : it
properly belongs to the class of Religions Meditations, or in other words, of
Spiritual Experiences ; the notices of local events, and the daily occurrences in
private life, being subsidiary. At that time there prevailed in all classes of
the community a degree of religious fervour and a deep sense of the import-
ance of spiritual things, which led to the practice of recording from day: to
day, for personal benefit, pious exercises and reflections. Many of these
Diaries still exist, and several of them have been printed. But the Laird.of
Brodie’s Diary commends itself to notice, not as that of a private individual,
but frem his own position and his cennexion with public affairs at a remark-
able period in the history of Scotland, and from having intermingled passing
allusions, not only to occurrences in his own family and neighbourheed, but
also to the stirring events of his time, as well as incidental uotices of the
public men with whem he associated. It is, no doubt, disappointing and
unsatisfactory while he alludes to circumstances and cvents now of general
interest, that instead of furnishing the details, he should so constantly break
off with pious reflections, and his purpose of making them the subject of
prayer to God. But we must not forget what has already been remarked,
that while soch entries reveal as it were the inner man, they were never
meant for the public eye.

It may also be remarked that the BropiE MANUSCRIPTS present no
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small perplexity to an Editor. Not only has the Author's wretched
handwriting to be mastered, and this aggravated by a peculiar ortho-
graphy, and the free use of contractions, but there are portions of every
other sentence written in a kind of short-hand. In case that any curious
or important matter might be lurking under this disguise, the manuseripts
were submitted, by means of the late EARL OF ABERDEEN, PRESIDENT
oF THE SPALDING CLUB, to some persons in London skilled in decyphering,
and in particular to Mr. A. Peterkin, who devoted much time and ingenuity
in forming explanatory tables of the alphabet and chief contractions; the
result of which was to show, when applied to various passages, that the
Laird of Brodie used a system partly his own, not with any view of
concealment, but as the easiest mode of carrying on his journals. As
the passages or sentences written in this form, seemed to be, for the most
part, only pious resolutions and ejaculations, it was considered that the
time, labour, and expense, that would be required to have these portions
decyphered, ﬁnight be employed to better purpose. With such ai'ds, however,
the manuscripts were put into the hands of Mr, Francis Shaw, Aherdeen,
skilled in reading and transeribing old writings, with instructions to select
from the volumes all the passsages that werc historical or seemed to
possess any local interest. This he accomplished in a satisfactory manner.

At a subsequent period, I was requested by the Sceretary to give some
assistance in revising these sclections while at press for the Club, and I
agreed to do so, with this understanding, that I should neither be held
responsible for the selections themselves, nor be expected to collate the proofs
with the originals. Upon comparing, however, the first specimen sheet with
the manuseript, it scemed to me that the extracts might, with considerable
advantage, be much enlarged, as Brodie’s constant allusions to matters
connected with the state of religious feelings and observances throughout
Scotland were by no means unimportant. Perhaps the other extreme has
been the result by making the extracts too copious. But it was desirable
in printing a volume like the present that it should furnish a complete
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picture of the Author as a man of sinecere and devoted piety. In ac-
complishing this serious labour, I fortunately secured the aid of one who was
singularly well qualified for the task, hy his indefatigable application and
familiar acquaintance with the history of that period, I mean the Rev.
James Anderson, well known as the author of several valnable contri-
butions to religions biography in such works as his ¢ Ladies of the
Reformation,” “Ladies of the Covenant,” and “ Memorable Women of
Puritan Times.” It might perhaps have been well had we at first decided
to reject the Author’s peculiar orthography, he having, for instance,
been so sparing of his final ¢’s, that it became necessary to supply
the vowel to prevent mistaking such words as made, observe, grace, face,
rage, give, have, resolve, &c., written by him, mad, obseru, grac, fac, rag,
giu, hau, resolu.

Having every reason to helieve that the volume printed in 1740 was
faithfully copied from the MS. Diary 1652—1654, now lost, and as it is now
of considerable scarcity and value, there could, I thought, be no hesita-
tion as to the propriety of reprinting it verbatim. It aceordingly forms the
first section or division of the present velume.

It is not essential to attempt any detailed account of THE FAMILY OF
Bropiz. . The Rev. L. Shaw, in his “ History of the Provinee of Moray,”
first published in 1775, says, ¢ This name is manifestly local, taken from the
lands of Brodie;” and he supposed the family “ were originally of the
ancient Moravienses, and were one of these loyal tribes, to whom King
Maleolm IV. gave lands about the year 1160, when he transplanted the Moray
rebels.” He proceeds to trace the descent of the family for about 500 years
from Malcolm Thane of Brodie, in the reign of Alexander III., and his son,
Michacl, son of Thomas de Brothie and Dyke, who had a charter of the lands
of Brodie from King Rebert I. about the year 1311. But I shall pass over
the carliest period of the Brothies, or Brodies, as not esseutial for this work.
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The reverend Historian of Moray admits, he eould not trace their descent,
as the old writs, he says, were either earried away by Lord Gordon,
when he burned Brodie House in 1645, or were destroyed in that burning ;*
and I shall content myself with a brief notice of the Laird of Brodie’s im-
mediate progenitors. In Burke’s History of the Commoners, &e., 1836,
and in the supplementary volume of the Dictionary of the Landed Gentry,
1848, more detailed accounts will be found, continued to' the dates of
publication, of the families of Brodie aud of Lethen.

ALEXANDER BRrODIE of Brodie who flourished at the middle of the
sixteenth century, was twice married; first, to Margaret, daughter of
Robert Dunbar of Durris, before 1553 ; and secondly, to Margaret Hay,
widow of Dunbar of Benagefield. He died in August, 1583, and in his
confirmed testament?® he is styled Alexander Brodie of that Ilk, mention
being made of David Brodie, his eldest son, and other children ; also of
David Dunbar of Grangehill, as his eldest son’s mother’s brother.

Davip Brobik of Brodie was born in the year 1553. He married Janet
Hay, youngest sister of his stepmother (daughter of Jeln Hay of Park and
Lochloy), in 1584. He died in May, 1627, aged 74, leaving a family of
six sons and one daughter. i

The younger sons of David Brodie were :—

2. Alexander Brodie, who became the founder of the Lernen Family,
having purchased the barony of Lethen, in 1622, from Sir John Grant;
with the Abbey lands of Kinloss, from Thomas, Lord Bruce of Kinloss,
also the lands of Pitgavenie, in 1630, from Alexander Hay of Kinudie,
and also during the rule of the English in the North, the Laird of Lethen
in 1651 and 1652 sold the stones of Kinloss Abbey to be employed in
building the citadel of Inverness.* Subsequent dilapidations for the purpose

* History of Moray, p. 105. Nisbet’s 4 Register of Confirmed Test. Edin-

Hiraldry,._\:ol. i 8 261, ¢ P, 38. burgh, vol. xii., 22d Nov., 1583.
Vol. iii. p. 594, ¢ Shaw’s Hist. of Moray, pp. 256, 257.



PREFACE. XV

of building dykes and cottages have left the ruins a sad spectacle of a vener-
able ecclesiastical huilding, apparently used as a farm-steading for keeping
poultry and swinc !

3. Mr. John Brodie, was educated for the Church, and his name occurs
as a student in King’s College, Aberdeen, in 1606. He became, in 1624,
on the death of his maternal grandfather, minister of Aulderne and Dean
of Murray. He died, as stated in his Nephew’s Diary, on the 7th of
January, 1655.

4. Mr. Joseph Brodie was also educated for the Church, in King’s
College, Aberdeen, where he took his degree as Master of Arts, in 1620.
He was instituted as minister of Keith, 27th June, 1631. He was present
at the memorable Glasgow Assembly in 1638; and was translated to Forres,
in December, 1646. He dicd 27th of October, 1656. The Laird of Brodie
speaks of these two ministers with great affection, when they joined together,
with other relations, at Leathen, in January, 1654, in renewing their solemn
Covenant engagements on two days set apart for private humiliation and
devotional exercises.

5. Francis Brodie, designed of Miltoun and Inverlochtie, whose death is
recorded by his riephew in 1676.
© 6. William Brodie, designed of Coltfield, who, according to the same
authority, died in 1650.

DaviD BrODIE of Brodie, the eldest son, was born in the year 1586.
Before 1616 he married Katherine, danghter of Mr. Thomas Dunbar® of
Grange, Dean of Murray, by Grizzell, daughter of ‘Sir Robert Crichton of
Eliock and Cluny, and ‘sister of the Admirable Crichton. The Laird of
Brodie died 22d Septcmber, 1632, aged 46, leaving thrce sons and one daugh-

¢ .From the Books of Assignation we find
that Mr. Thomas Dunbar was appointed in

1590, Minister of Nairne, then disjoined.
from the adjoining sarishes of Aulderne,

Ardclach, and Rafford, of which Mr. James
Raitt had been minister, with the assis-
tance of a Reader. Dunbar’s stipend was

, the haill Deantie of Murray, extending to

£130 0s. 10d., with 31 chalders, 5 bolls, 1
firlott, and 3} pecks beir. In 1591, he was
transferred to Aulderne, with the same sti-

end, and survived till about 1623. During
%piscopal times, the Minister of Auldcrne
was ex officio Dean of Murray.
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ter. His widow married, secondly, Alexander Dunbar of Westfield, Sheriff
of Murray, while still a minor, and he died in 1646, leaving her again a
widow. Brodie occasionally mentions his aged mother, who survived till
abont 1664.

Joseph Brodie of Aslisk, was the second son of the second David,
Laird of Brodie. He settled in Edinburgh, and survived till the close of
the year 1681. His family are reeorded in the pages of Burke.

David Brodie, the third son, remained nnmarried. He was not regular in
liis mode of life, and latterly became insane. Burke, by mistake, calls him
William. )

Llizabeth Brodie, the only daughter, was married on the 6th of June,
1634, to Colin Campbell of Arderseer and Calcantrie,® second son of Sir
John Campbell of Calder. He died in 1642, but left two sons, the eldest
of whom, Hugh, on the death of his uncle, in 1654, succecded to the title

and estates, was knighted in 1660, and became the progenitor of the Earls
Cawdor.

ALEXANDER BroDIE OF Bropik, the Author of this Diary, was born
tne 25th of July, 1617. “1T was sent,” he says, “into England, in Anno
1628, being little more than ten years old, and returned in Anno 1632, in
which my Father of precious memory deceased.” Of his early history we
have no other particulars, excepting that in the years 1632 and 1633, he
was enrolled as a Student in King's College, Aberdeen, but did not take
his degree of Master of Arts. On being of age, he was served heir of his
father, 19th May, 163G, by dispensation of the Lords of Council; but on
the 28th of October, the previous year, he had formed a matrimonial
alliance with the relict of John Urquhart of Craigston, tutor of Cromarty,
who died 30th March, 1634. This lady to whom he was most devotedly

* Cawdor Papers, Spalding Club volume, pp. 285, 300.
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attached, was Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Robert Innes of Innes, Bart., by
Lady Grizzel Stewart, daughter of James, second Earl of Murray.

The young Laird of Brodie, when twenty-three years of age, had to
bewail the loss of his wife, who died 12th of Aungust, 1640, leaving onc
son and one daunghter. Considering his love of domestic soeiety and his
natural disposition, as occasionally cxhibited in passages of his Diary, it is
somewhat singular that he should never have contracted a second marriage.
When the great National excitement took place in favour of Presbytery,
and the renewal of the National Covenant, in 1638, his youth, and retired
habits, probably restrained him from any marked zeal on the occasion. 1t
was not, at least, until after his sad bereavement, perhaps in consequence of
it, that be began to take any share in public matters. One of his earliest
acts bears testimony to his religious enthusiasm against what he deemed to be
superstition. As antiquaries we cannot but regret such proceedings. On
Thursday, the 28th of December, 1640, a party consisting of Brodie, his
brother-in-law the young Laird of Inumes, and others, along with the
Minister of Elgin, came to the grand old cathedral of Elgin, and demolished
two oil paintings of the Crucifixion and Day of Judgment, and also the
fine carved work inside of the church, as unsuitable for a place of
worship.

Spalding in his History of the Troubles, waxes eloquent in his denun-
ciation of this act of bar'barity, and the passage may be quoted :

1640. Mononpay, 28th Deccember, Mr. Gilbert Ross, minister at Elgyne, accom-
The pam- paneit with the young laird Inncs, the laird Broddy, and sum vtheris, and
ttg:ﬁ 3-}"?11: " but auchtoritic brak doun the tymber partitioun wall divyding the kirk of
College kirk Elgm fra the queir, quhilk had stand sen the Reformatioun, nar sevin scoir
dggf(lﬁ‘)’sn yeires or aboue, On tlie wast syde wes painted in excellent cullouris,
illuminat with starris of bright gold, the crucefixing of our blessed

A excellent Saviour Jesus Christ. This peice wes so excellentlie dome, that the cul-
dgierlicze’h;g-g lourig nor starris never faidit nor cvanishit, bot keipit haill and sound, as
tyme.  thay were at the begining, notwithstanding this Colledge or channonrie
kirk wantit the rooff sen the Reformation, and no haill wyndo thairintill to

saif the same from storme, snaw, slcit, or weit, quhilk myself saw, and mer-
b



xviil PREFACE.

vallous to consider. On the vther syde of this wall, towardis the eist, wes
drawn the day of judjment. Alwayes all is throwne doun to the ground.
The Minister It was said this minister causit bring hame to his hous the tymber
burnis the ¢} a5r0f, and burne for serving his keching and vther uses ; bot ilk nicht the
fye gois on fyre wo i 1d not be haldin in to kyndle th
fyre gois out fyre went out that it wes brunt, and could not be haldin in to yndle the
on tbe night. orning fyre as vse is; whairat the servandis and vtheris mervallit, and
He forbearis thairvpone the Minister left of and forboor to bring in or burne ony more
80 bYIB 0Ny of that tymber in his hous. This wes markit, spred throwe Elgyne,
moir. A bold- i . J
ness without and crediblie reportit to myself. A boldness, but warrand of the King,
anggg’;'fi’siw to.distroy churches; yet is done at command of the Assemblie, as wes
kirkis.  said.*

A few years later, Brodie and his friends suffered retaliation for this
sacrilege, during the depredations of Montrose’s followers ; when, as
Spalding words it, Montrose in his return from Inverness,in Febrnary,
1645, “ comes down throu Morray, chargis his rebell subjects, with fire and
sword, while utheris were plunderit, and their housis brynt.”> Among the
houses and lands which suffcred in these depredations, he goes on to say:

The place of Grangehill, pertening to Niniane Dunbar; fthe place of Broddie,
pertening to the Laird of Broddy ; the place of Cowbin, pertening to Kynaird ;
the place of Innes, pertening to the Laird of Innes, and Reidhall, all brunt and
plunderit. The landis of Burgie, Lethein, Duffus, plunderit bot not brunt, Garmoche
plunderit bot not fyrit. Thair salmound cobillis and nettis cuttit and hewin doun,
quhairby the water of Spey culd not be weill fishit. Thus, as Montroiss merchit, he sent
out pairteis throw the countrie with fyre and plundering.

According to Shaw, it was on this occasion that the old family papers
in Brodie House were destroyed, or carried of.c

Among the Brodie manuscripts, as already uoticed, there are four
volumes of Short-hand notes of Sermons. The dates appear to be between
the years 1642 and 1654. A list of the ministers who preached may
not be without interest to some readers. In looking over this list, we
could have wished, as specimens of the style of discourses of such men,
that some of the Sermons had been written in a legible form ; but Brodie’s

* Spalding Club edit., vol. i. p. 376. ¢ Hist, of Moray, p. 105.
* Spalding Club edit. vol. ii. p. 447.
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notes, for want of decyphering, are not available for any useful purpose.
This practice of writing the heads of Sermons was very common, and
Brodie, having acquired a facility in this short-hand mode of writing,
he was enabled to carry on his Diary in subsequent years with the greater
ease, but rendering his note-books so perplexing to a transcriber at the
present day.

The first volume of these short-hand notes of Sermons was apparently
written in 1642 or 1643, or in both these years. It has prefixed to the
first sermon “ 25 June,” the year not given, but perhaps 1642. In this
volume the month is rarely prefixed to the sermons, and only in one
instance the year, namely, to the 75th, a sermon preached by Mr. William
Falconer, which has the date 3rd September, 1643. The sermons or
lectures in this volume, according to a list on the last page, were delivered
by the following ministers, but the earlier part of the volume is not pre-

served :—

No. of Sermons. No. of Sermons.
Mr. Patrick Hamilton,  one. Mr. Massie, - - six.
Mr. Alexander Henderson, seven. Mr. James Hamilton, - four.
Mr. William Colvill, -  seven, Mr. Andrew Ramsay, - one.
Mr. George Gillespie, -  ten. Mxr. Joseph Brodie, - one.
Mr. Robert Douglas, -  thirteen. Mr. Wm. Falconer, - one.
Mr. John Adamson, -  six. Mr. D. Dunbar, - - one.
Mr. David Dickson, -  three. A Regent, - - - two.
Mr. Robert Blair, - one. Mr. John Sharp, - two.
Mr. Samuel Rutherford, one. Mr. Rue, [Row] - - one.
Mr. Robert Baillie, -  one. Mr. Bonnar, - - two.
Mr. Andrew Cant, - one. Mr. M. Weems, - - one.
Mr. Arthur Mortoun, -  one. Dr. Sharp, - - - one.
Mr. Gilbert Ros, - - one. Mr. G. Leslie, - - one.
Mr. Stephen Marshal, -  two. Mr. Bysset, - - two.
Mr. Nie, [Philip Nye]  two. Mr. D. Douglesh, - ome.
Mr. W. Bennet, - - three. Mr. Col. Adam, - - one.

Another of these volumes begins with notes of a sermon by Mr. John
Brodie, preached 25th May, 1645, and extends over the years 1646 and
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1647, ending with notes of a sermon preached 30th January, 1648. This
volume consists of notes of sermons preached chiefly by Mr. Johu Brodie,
Mr. Joseph Brodie, Mr. J. Annand, and Mr. William Falconer.

A third volnme begins with a lecture delivered by Mr. David Dickson,
15th November, 1646 ; and it extends over the following year. It consists
of notes of sermons, as in the index, preached by the following ministers : —

No. of Sermons. No. of Sermons,

Mr. David Dickson, - two. Mr. Geo. Leslie, - o one.
Mr. Wm. Colvill, = four. Mr. J. Adair, - S one.
Mr. Andrew Cant, - four. Mr. Robertson, - - two.
Mr. Andrew Ramsay, - three. Mr, R. Leighton, - one.
Mr. S. Austen, - - one. Mr. J. Fleming, - one.
Mr. W. Bennet, - o two. Mr. Ephraim Melvil, - one.
Mr. J. Nave [Nevay,] - two. Mr, Patrick Shcals, - one.
Mr. John Adamson, - two. Mr. Tho. Vassie, - one.
Mr. Robert Blair, - three. Mr. R. Rue, - - one.
Mr. J. Oswald, - - three. Mr. Ward, - S o three.
Mr. Mungo Law, - two. Mr. Andro Fairfail, - one.
Mr. John Weir, - - one. Mr. T. Givan [Garvan,] one.
Mr. Robert Douglas, -  three. Mr. J. Hay, - - one
Mr. John Moncreiff, -  one. Mr. Th. Wylie, - - one.
Mr. James Guthrie, - one., Mr. Adam Penman, - one.
Mr. Robert Laurie, - seven. Mr. Andro Afleck, - one.
Mr. John Annand, - two.

An additional volume consists of short-hand notes of Sermons which he
heard in Holland in 1650, and in Edinburgh that year, before he went the
second time to Holland, and after his return. It also embraces notes of
Sermons which he heard in the years 1652, 1653, and 1654. The Sermons
he heard in Holland were preached by Messrs. John Livingston, James
Wood, and George Hutcheson, his fellow-commissioners. One of them is
dated Camphyr, March 14 1650 ; another, Breda, April % 1650. Other
Sermons in the volume were preached by Mr. Robert Laurie, Hugh
M‘Kail, Alexander Law, Mr. Annand, Mr. Adair, Mr. Rue [Row], and Mr.
Robert Donglas.

There are some other volumes containing notes of Sermons in long-hand,
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but they do not appear to be Brodie’s hand-writing : they might be the
MSS. of his uncle John or Joseph Brodie.
In 1643 the Laird of Brodie was chosen to represent the County of Elgin

in the Parliament which met in the 22nd of June that year. In this, and
subsequent Parliaments, his name frequently occurs as upon Committees,

which shows that he enjoyed the confidence of the KEstates® during the
later years of Charles the First’s reign. As Ruling Elder, he was likewise
a member of the General Assemblies of the Kirk, at the same period® In
the list of unprinted Acts of Parliament, we find “ A ratification in
favour of the Laird of Brodie, of his infeftment of the lands of Brodie and
others.” Also a “ Decreet of the Committee of Lstates,” 27th March, 1647 ;
and another “ Act in favours of the Laird of Brodie,” 15th March, 1649.c
The efforts used by the Scots Commissioners to avert the sad termination
of Charles the First’s career were unavailing, and the King was beheaded
at Whitehall on the 30th January, 1649. Six days later (5th of February)
his son was proclaimed King of Great Britain, at the Cross of Edinburgh,
declaring, however, “ That before he be admitted to the exercise of his
Royall power he shall give satisfaction to the Kingdom in these things that
concern the security of Religion, the Union betwixt the Kingdoms, and the
good and peace of this Kingdom, according to the Nationall Covenant and
the Solemn League and Covenant, for the which end we are resolved with
all possible expedition to make our humble and earnest Address to his
Majcstie.” Charles at this time was residing with his brother-in-law, the
Prince of Orange, at the Hague. The Commissioners appointed for this
purpose by the Estates of Parliament, on the 6th of March, were, John
Earl of Cassillis, Alexander Brodie of Brodie, Mr. George Wynrame of
Libberton, and Alexander Jaffray burgess and provost of Aberdeen. To
accompany them two ministers werc appointed by the General Aszembly,

» Acts Parl. Scot., vol. vi,, pp. 4, 60, 177, ¢ Acts Parl. Scot., vol. vi., pp. 287, 288,
269, 299, 346. 434. .
® Printed Acts of Assembly. 4 Acts Parl. Scot., vol. vi. p. 363.
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Mr. James Wood of St. Andrews, and Mr. Robert Baillie of Glasgow.
Their mission was unsuccessful, as the terms which they were instructed to
offer did not prove satisfactory to the King and his advisers, Having
therefore returned, their Report, along with the various letters and papers
were printed in a separate form,* and the Estates, on the 14th of June,
passed an “ Act of approbation of the proceedings of the Commissioners
who went to his Majestie.””® A similar Act of approbation was passed
by the Assembly on the 10th of July.

Among a series of missives addressed to the Borough of Aberdeen,®
there are two letters written at this time by Provost Jaffray, from which
an extract may be made, but without adhering to his peculiarly bad ortho-
graphy :—

This letter having stayed by me longer then 1 expected, we have since been
several times present with the King. Some of our wicked countrymen and of his
English counsel are only for his going to lreland, because they have not hope to get
libertie to come with him to Scotland, yit we want not out own friends here. The Prince
of Orange, the Princess Royal, and Estates General are for us. e have interchanged
several papers with the King, and are this night, or the morrow, to give in a paper con-
taining the substance of our desires. What will come of it 1 cannot tell ; but all that
either loves King or Kingdoms, has much reason to be earnest with God, for merey to

them, for his controversy seems not yet to be near an end. Ye shall he further adver-
tised as occasion offers. .

From the Hague, 2-12th Apryle, 1649.

... We have not had that success in our employment here with the King that we
would wished, by reason of evil counsel that are ahout him. He is shortly to go for
Prance to meet with his Mother. Till theu he will not resolve what to do. . . .

From the Hague,
May 3-13, 1649.

In like manner, on the 10th of April, Mr. James Wood in writing to
his wife, from the Hague, says :— .

Deare heart, excuse me to friends that 1 wreit not to them at this occasione, because I am

* Edinb. 1649, 4to., pp. 30. See Baillie’s b Acts Parl. Scot., vol. vi., pp. 461—459.
]}ettcts and Journals, vol. iii., pp. 510. ° Printed in the Spalding Miscellany,
Several of these papers are there given, in  vol. v., p. 379,
the Appendix. 4 Spalding Miscellany, vol. v., p. 379.
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resolved to forbeare till I have somewhat [to tell] of our matters here, which I conceive
once this week will be in the heat of debate with the King’s Counsell., What the issue
and result will be, we cannot yet tell, onlie we heare surmises that there will be a mes-
senger sent from the King, not [to] our Parlament or Committee of Estates formallie,
but to the Chancellor and some others particularly with some offers, &c.

In another letter on the 9th of May, 1649, Wood writes as follows :—

We have not as yet received from the King a direct answer to our desires, but now
after long delayes, we are promised to have it this following Saturday, and we know
alreadie what it will be, verric unsatisfactoric. Yesternight Mr. Bailie and I was with
him (the King) in privat for the space of an houre; and by his discourse which was open
and free to us, we found his resolutione iz to offer the confirming of the Covenant and
Reformation in Scotland, himself to practise according to the Directorie, while he shall be
in Scotland ; as for England, that he shall follow the advice of & free Parlament and
Nationall Assemblie. He told us withall plainelie, that his resolutione is to goe first to
Ircland, and thence to come with some forces to Scotland, that these and the Scots being
joyned together, he might be the stronger against his ennimies. We had long debate
with him about this resolutione whick I have not time to relate. Towards the end of our
discourse 1 was free with him, told him that God would not blisse him, if he joyned with
these Irish Papists, &c.* g

The following extracts from the Aceounts of the Treasurer of the Execise
in 1649 may be quoted as showing the cxpenses incurred during this
negotiation.” It may be added, that the subsequent Accounts for 1650 aro
not known to be preserved:— ‘

Coxter marp Be Sia James Stewarrof Kirkfield, Knight, Thesaurer of the Excise,
off the haill Excise of this Kingdome, frome . . . Marche 1648 to the first of Maij
1649 . L .

Summa of the haill charge, &C....covviveeerrereremerereiereereniereeevennees £304,775 15 1

In the Digcharge. . e
Item to Peter Sympgone Dutchman who attended the Commissioners
in thair Voyage to Holland 16 Marche 1649.......cceccveeeieee. © £502 10 0
—— to Captane Johne Gillespie his allowance for'his service in

goeing to Holland with the Commissioners and serving from
the 27 Februarii to the 16 Junii 1649.........cccoceeeccvrcrnnennnns 9450 0 0

* Original Letters in my possession. to 1774, in the collection of the Society of
® Vol. of Original Documents, from 1668  Antiquaries of Scotland. .
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. 3 .
Item to Sit Joseph Douglas ‘for his charges when he was sent o

Holland in 4Februaru 1649, £50 Sterling..a..cceeeverniennnenns L
— to Euer Hansein Dutchman who,carried over Sir Joseph Dougﬁ@
t0 Holland.cevservensersersesrarnssesees: 00O00OCCEO000C00GD

—— to the Earl of Cassills at his gocmg to Holland 15th Marche
1649 (£90 sterlmg to himself, £30 sterl. allowit to the Secre-
tarie forythe Commissioners. Inde........ BGOE00Ee0AE0000 00~3e0000

—= to the Laird Brodie and Alexander Jaffray at the1r goeing to
Holland in Marche 1649, conforme to their receipt Ane

% hundreth punds Stedling............... 00000 AEA60 000000D0A00ROGOM0 a

~~— to Maister James Wood Minister at his goeing to Holland
. with the rest? of the Commissioners, £30 Sterk..

to Maister George Winrahame of Libbertoune at, hlS goemg to
Holla,nd vpth the rest of the Commissioneris, conformerto his’

—— to, Maister Robert Qalllle.Mlmster who weut Wlth the said

. Commissionaris to Holland fortwa monéthis allowance to, h1m

} tonforme, tg his reccxpt Thriescore punds sterling. ..

— payit _to Thoma.s Cunynghame Conservator ffor blHS of Ex-
chgnge dfawen dpon the Comptar be the Erle of Cassills and
the rest of the Commissionaris at Holland i in Junii 1649, and
. Maij precedng‘ ........... 500" GbODEOCOOPOQEEONON00GAGS 1BOO00BI0AC0C0T0000

- dolyvent he the Comptar to, Alexandec Jaffray for himself and
in name of, the rest of the Commissionaris at thair gocing to
Holland Billed of Exchange conteinipg £380 Flemish, for
;tl)g.lr a.acomodatxoune, doforme to the gaid Aléxzmder his
recexpt daittit, 16 Match 1649.........cccceevrvereiferrereneennanns

——— payit be the Comptar to Mr James Dalruthple i in name of the
Erle of Casslllﬁ and the rest of the Con?mmslonerlq who went to
Hollandyat thair returne by, and attour the haill former sowmes

4+ to Sir Joseph Dou<rlas £20 “Sterl, by and atteur the sowme

¥ given hint formerlie for defraying of his chargxs in his Voyage
to Holland 12 May B9, ... i gereeeeserisnersrreaeeenes
P

‘Summa ofﬂthe Dlscharge ..... 000000B00OBEOE00EAGA000 o O ~PScdocaoonr
”, %

»
"These Aeqounts are attested as, folﬂ)Ws : .
"LOUI}OUN CA\T“‘IUS . o CASSILLIS. )

+A. ARGYLL, J.BURGHLY.
S.J. CESNOK. CHARLES ERSKINE.

6002

v 880

11,368

2.660

478

P

240 0 0
£312,78¢ 5 3
e ————

-

L]

)

& \

4 ,%  RO. FREIRAND. ... RO. BARCLAY.
. swyYTH G. PORTERFEILD. GEDION JACK.
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% b 1 ‘ ) 1 - @ &
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Wynrame aqd Brodie, in June}x1649, werc n'ommated Lords of .

¢

e Sessmn, but not to interrupt the aécount ‘of the negotlatlons with Charles -
¥

-

v

Fl

the Second, 1t may first be noticed t]ra? the former was agam gént to His , .
MaJesty as the bearer of a letter from the Estates, 12th Sepfember, urging -

* thé King to. comply with their reqd'ests, e having shown some’mclmaﬂon “
to do,s0, notw1thstandm this undlsoulsed aversmn to, these overturee. fnv *

« a letter to Mrs Rob%nt Douglas, dated Rotterdam, last, October, 1649, ‘.

= .
i % . S o . . ’ i
A *

Sy their 1syhopes that. the meg A1t ackmowledge the' parliament, and desyre @ -
treaty ¥ which, 'he doe, I am-,pqrsuad!ed it will bé goll ot to study soe much modera-
tione as ye ar abfe, mth safty to- Rellgwun and Co“enant :gunless hiz Majegtie get satis-  °
factione in some thmgs, they vnll suffer him fo die in mqsery, and wé will hade no settled

})eape l‘ ) ‘\ v , - E . -
In another Ietf’er to Douglas,b dated at Campvere, 18 8, Iﬂove;nb‘ef '1649
Wynrafne represenﬂs the very (Ieplorablc eonditiod o which the ,Klﬁg was

W‘ynrame say& - "

e

, rednced :—. " EEY PR v & 4 o
’ ‘ LA 4. .
. Si, now is the’ time to pray that the Lord wéld preyen't the Kidg wlth his

tender merceis, for dndeed he is brought very %ow ; *when hﬁ hes potfbread both for him-  ~ *
selfe andhig Serudnds, and_betuixt him and his brother tot ape. I;gllsh shlllmg and ¢ -
worse yet, if I durst wryte it. I am confident'no i ipgenous spirite mll tak advantags of
bls necessiteis ; but for all this (as I have heard yow aduyse them to Y deall With, .[hus] s 0
Fathef), uqebhlm princely. <Francg is nejther able nor Pw1111n0.t8 help him. The Brince * *
of Orange hes suffered not a little Tor hxsr Fatlfer and himselfe, till heus forced to alienate .
the most considerable thing of his anclent pafrxmon§ Scotland is nelr exﬁausted, 500 ,
that his case is very deplouable, beiflg i in prisone, ‘where he is living i"penurie, soroundcd “
be hlsﬂenem.les not gble to liuedany ‘where els in the world, unles he would,comeu’to, .
Scotland, by g‘ﬁmg them satisfactione fo 1 their just demandis; yet his pernitious and

deuillish Counscll will suffer him t5 starud before they ;nll suffer h1m “to* take the s

League and,Covenant. I am fer,sua.ded no rationall man can thinke he will come that p 3

length at first ; but 1f4he could once bé'e extrigate from hﬁs wicked Counstﬁl their mlght d
‘behope ’ - . & a st N ,*o-

Theyfollowing letter from the, ng, the" redults of Wynrarﬁe 3 nhssmn,
“ serves to 1llust1ate the progress of qvents, by 'éhowmg fhat Charles himself

’ = d & L4 > »
& ,"B’aillie’s Letbers'and Journals, vol. i, p. 592, v 18, p. 523., ~ * ’

o - J N

' v . ' . ¢ » p W et o e J &
‘ ®x . . 5
d * N g ' N * ', : s -
2 * P "‘ . ' g i . ) Y,
(7 1 .
¢
* E - . v
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had appointed the Commissioners to meet him at Breda in the 15th of
Mareh, 1650. .

- Cmaries R.

Right trusty and right welbeloved Cousin and Councellor &c., We greete y'ou well.
We have received youf severall letters lately presented to Vs by Mr. Wynrame of Libertoun,
and doe graciously accept all those expressions of affection and ﬁdelity.you.ma.ke to us
thercin; together with that tender sense of our present condition,.and just indignation
which you professe to have against the execrable murtherers of the King our late deare and
Royall Father of blessed memory, believing that your intentions are as full of loyalty and
candour to ms, as we are and have always been reall in our desires to begett such a clear
and right understanding betweene us, and all our subjects of that our ancient Kingdome
of Scotland, as might be a sure foundation of their future peace and happiness, and an
effectual means to roote up those seedes of division and animosity which* have been
occasioned by the late Troubles; And so to vnite the hearts and affections of our Subjects
to one another, and to Vs thair lawfull King and Soveraigne, that by their due obedience
and submission to our just a:uthority, We may be enabled to maintaine them in peace
and prosperity, and to protect them in their Religion and Liberties, as to our Kingly
office belongeth. And as we have ever resolved to contribute all that depends of us to
these good ends, and to the just satisfaction of all our subjects of that our Kingdome, so
wehave now thought fitt by the returne of Mr. Wynrame to desire that Commissioners be _
gent to us sufficiently authorized to treate and agree with vs, upon all particulars, as well
in relation to the concernments and just satisfaction of our Subjects there. as to those
helpes and assistances We may reasonably expect from them for the hringing of the
murtherers of our late deare Father of blessed memory, to condigne punishment, and for
the recovery of our just rights in all our kingdomes, and that they attend us by the
fifteenth of March next at Breda, where we intend (God willing) to be. In order where-
unto and in confidence of such a Treaty as also to evidence to you and to the whole world
that We sincerely desire to agree with you, and expecting that no other use shall be made
of it to the prejudice of us or Our affairis then what we intend in order to the Treaty.
Notwithstanding many important considerations that might haue dissuaded us from doing
anything antecedently at this time, We have resolved to direct this letter unto you by the
name of the Committee of Estates of that our Kingdome, hoping that from the confidence
Wee express in your clear and candid intentions toward us, you will deriue effectuall argu-
. ments o yourselves of mutuall confidence in us, which by the blessing of Almighty God, by

your just and prudent moderation, by the earnest Desire Wee have to oblige all our Subjects ,
of this Kingdome, and by means of the Treaty which we expect and desire may be the
foundation of & full and bappy Agreement between us, and of the future Peace and
Security of this Nation, which we assurc you Wee passionately desire and shall effec-
tually endeavour: And so Wee bid you very heartly farewell. Given at our Court in
Jersey, the 33 day of January 1633 In the first year of our Reign.

This letter is given from the original among the papers of the Mar-
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quess of Lothian at Newbattle, and appears never to have been printed. It
is addressed :

To our right trusty and right welbeloued Cousin and Councillour John Earle of
Loudoun Chancellour of our Kingdome of Scotland, To our right trusty and right
welbeloued Cousins and Councellores, To our right trusty and right welbeloued
Cousins To our trusty and right welbeloved Councellors, and To our trusty and
welbeloued the Committee of Estates of the Kingdome of Scotland.

Charles himself also addressed a letter to Douglas, from Jersey, in
Tebruary, 1650, containing overtures for the Treaty of Breda,* where he
took up his residenee, having been constrained to leave Holland. Donglas’s
reply to the King is dated 21st of February.® The Commission of the
General Asscmbly on the same day nominated three Commissioners and the
Earl of Cassillis and Brodie as ruling Elders, in terms of the following
Act:—

‘Edinb : 21. Februarij, 1650.

The Commission of the Generall Assembly doe hercby authorize Mr. Johh Livingstoun,
Minister &t Ancrum, Mr. James Wood, Professor of Divinity in the University of St.
Andrewes, and Mr, George Hutcheson, one of the Ministers of Edinbrugh, Ministers;
And John, Earle of Cassills, and Alcxander Brody of that Ilk, one of the Ordinary Lords
of Sessions, Elders: With their full power to repair to the King’s Mat" and present
unto Him their humble desires, That hee may subscribe the Nationall Covenant, and the
League and Covenant, and enjoyne the same; And that Hee may advance the work of
Uniformity and establish Presbyteriall Government, Directory of Worship, and Con-
fessiort of Faith in all his Mat* Dominions: And to do all with his Ma% to satisfy the
desires of his Subjects for setleing Religion and Peace in his Kingdomes: And to doe

every thing for that effect according to the Instructions given, or to be given to them
thereanent.

Sie subscribitur,
A. KER:

A similar commission was given by the Istates of Parliament on the 8th of
Mareh, to John, Earl of Casillis, William, Earl of Lothian, Alexander
Brodie of Brodie, George Wynrame, Sir John Smith, and- Alexander

* Printed in the Appendix to Baillie’s b In Peck’s Desiderata Curiosa.
Letters and Journals,.vol, iii. p. 524. ¢ MS. in the Editor’s possession.
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Jaﬁ'ray,” du'ectmg them, as Commissioners, & to ;eQalr to his Heynes at
* Breda to treat with his Majesty upon “the grounds of the former, desires ~
presented to him at the Hague be the Commissioners of .'ch(j1 Parhament of
“this Kingdomgacording to’ the Solemn League and Covenant. ” At the .
«, same time there was « Ane letter of Credit | gr anted to the Commlé’swners to,
borrow bey@nd seas, npon the credlt of this Kmfrd(om 'the sum of £300, 000.
In, the Appendlx of “Sfate Papers” 6ollecte’d by Edward Earl ofy
Clarendon,"Vol. iI ()xford u1773 will 450 be found the various papers
b writfen by the Comnnsswners;’ ‘of+Parliadient of the Kirk of Scotland, at
Breda, *&c., between March 25th and June 22nd, 1650. Signed by the
“Earls of CassiLiis and LO’I‘HIAN, BrobIE, and the other Commissioners. »
Of thc numerous ' letters and papers connected with thesg negotiations,
P only’a few can e selected. "Theirst is from Péck’s “Démderata Curiosa,”
Lond 1732-35 or 1779)‘, which also contains Letters addressed to Charles
the Second‘, from Mr. .Douglas, Moderatot of the Assembly, the Earl of
- Loudoun, Irord Chaﬂeellor of Scotland, and. the Marquess of Argyle, 21st
of Fcbruary and the 9th of Margh exhorting his "Majesty to take the
CoVenant: It i is enfitlcd by Reck,” « Commlsswn of the Commjssioners sent
* from the cstates of Scotlandin Parhament to K. Charles II., ‘to exhort
him td takq theg Covepant. From the very attested copy, sent to 'the ng

3 hunself at Breda, (,once M Oudart 8) now in the hands of the Editor ":—#
& ‘ " . 4 .
® -
. ¢ ¢y Ve “w

: ‘ o At’Edmburgh 8tk March 1650. *

*
1. The Estates of Parliament present]y oon,véen?d in the first session of this seéond
. trienniall garllamknt havelng resolved, that ingprosecation of their former desues, com-

missioners shéuld be' sent to hlS Majestys and having sufficient; -proof "and expenenoe jof *

the faxthfuluesse, good dcservemgs, and abilities of the ng'ht Bonoum'bie John Earle of

’ Cassils, William Barle of JLothian, Alexander Brody of that +ilk, and Mr. George
Wynrame of Libbertoun , two of the senators of the Co]lege of justice, Sir "John Smith, and
Alexander Jaffray : doth therefore, *nominate, appomt authorise} and gWe ‘power to the

fore said pergons, being all present tagether, and to any four of them (but in cdbe of sick-

» Dess, returne,or necessary absende of the rest, to any three of them) to repaxr to the King’s
Majestic at Breda, or where hee shall happen to be within the united Provinces or their
,dominibns, or to any other p]ace where the reformed religion xs.professea or tollerated ; and
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A & there to treat w1th his Majesty upon f the grounds of the former desires presented to his

Majesty at the Haghe, by the commxsswnem of the parliament of this kingdome, according
. to the Solemne League and Covenant, and the instruétions which are given, or hereafter
shall be given by the Parliament or their commlttees' (not being contrary to these now

4 #iven by this Parliamept) to them, in pnrsuance of these ends: firme and stable holding’

a ‘whatsoever ghal bee done by them conforme to the said mstruétlons . .
P - Extrg,cted fortb of the records and acts of parliament, &c. 5
" y ) Sie sybscribitur 4
T Veral Copia colata_ A, JOHNSTON, Cls. Regn »
" JA. "DALYRMPLE . B%r
L
" Endorsed by M. Oudart.’s own hand—Copy of the Scots commxssxol;ers corﬂmxssron.
. Received at Breda $§ Martii, 1650. e K A
L) I L )
»
» o' . 2
The Commissioners’of the Kirk of Scotland to hisMajesty. "
. . May it please your Majesty, * ) : d * »

*
We, the Commissioners of the Kirk of Scotland, bemg this afternoon informed that

your Majesty is about to recelve the communion’ to-metrow, and apprehénding that your
Majesty may therem continue the use’of the gesture of kneelmg, which is contrafy both

. to Christ’s institution of that sacrdment, as also to’the national covenant, and solemn

. league and covenant, and to the dirbctory of worship established by the Parliaments and
Assemblies of both kmgdoms, whereunto your Ma_]estf hath engaged o conform yourself
in your practxce and family ; therefore do find it inenmbent to ns,¢in discharge, of the
duty whlch we owe to G6d, to Jour Majesty, and.to those that haye intrasted us; to glve 4
warnifig herdof, and with all humility and earnestness to entreat your Majesty to, forbear*
the same, as that which canndt but prevoke the afiger of God agaifst your Majesty and,
your proceedings, and will undoubtedly raise _]ea.lousles i, the hearts of your good and

* loyal sub_]ects ” 2
€ Breda Iay 25;]1, 1650. . % CASSILIS. $ JO. LIVINGb'];ON;E. I'.
" % A BRODIE?, JA. WOOD. .
- » %, #G. HUCHESONE. »« “,
- £ Y ’l‘ N » - 4
t P ® ‘ . -

The Commissioners of the. Parliament of Scotla/nd to his Majesty.
May zt plea se your Majesty,

We cannot but with exceeding joy and thankfulness accept your Majesty’s paper of
the 21st of June, which doth contain a bountiful satisfaction to the propositions which we
tendered to your Majesty, by which you have (according to royal promise) so fully ex-
plained and cléared your concessions at Breda, that all ground of jealous “betwixt your
P Majesty and your people is thereby removed, and the hope and confidence which we had

in “yout goodﬂess ‘and justicc is thereby made good and confirmed; which will be e

..
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matter so acceptable to your Parliament,’and so refresh the hearts of all your good people,
as (without doubt) will produce a very comfortable meeting betwixt your Majesty and
them.

And therefore, as we did formerly hy our’s at Breda of the 23::: ﬁg;i'l, 1650, in pame and

by warrant from the Parliament of Scotland, invite your Majesty to that your ancient
Kingdom, so do we most humbly and heartily renew thai invitation, and give your
Majesty all the assurance therein contained, according to the act of parliament explaining
and approving the same, which is herewith presented to your Majesty ; wishing from
our hearts, and expecting such a blessing from the Lord upon this agreement, as that
his great name may be thereby honoured; and it may be the beginning and the
ground of much prosperity and happiness to your Majesty and to all your dominions.

From aboard the Skiedam, CASSILIS. LOTHIAN.
22d June, 1650, Stilo Vet. A. BRODIE. GEO. WYNBAME.
J. SMITH. AL, JAFFRAY.

We do not possess Brodie’s own statement or reflections on these various

occurrences, but it may not be unsuitable to refer to the statements of two of
his associates in these negotiations with the King.

The first was his friend Alexander Jaffray of Kingswells, a native of
Aberdeen, and Provest of that City in the years 1636, 1638, 1646, 1649,
and 1651. He left a “Joumnal or Diary continued to July, 1661—about
which time he joined the seet of Quakers, among whom he became one of
the carliest members,” In this Journal® he gives the following account of
their missions to treat with the young King.

“In the year 1649, I being then a member of Parliament for the town of Aberdeen,
was sent unto Holland, with the Earl of Cassles, Lord Brodie, and Lord Libeitone, for to
treat with and bring home our young Kfng. I shall spare to mention many things, for
shortness: only by the way, I must observe this, that having gone there in the simplicity
of our hearts, minding what we conceived to he duty, it pleased the Lord to bring us
safely off without any snare or entanglement.

But, being again sent there by the Parliament, in the year 1650, for that same business,
we did sinfully both entangle and engage the Nation and ourselves, and that peor young
Prince to whom we were sent ; making him sign and swear a Covenant, which we knew,
from clear and demonstrable reasons, that he hated in his heart. Yot finding that upon
these terms only, he could be admitted to rule over us, (all other means having then failed

* Diary of Alexander Jaffray, &c., p. 32. Lond. 1833, 8vo.
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him) %e sinfully complied with what we most sinfully pressed upon him......... In
this, he was not so constant to his principles as his Father, in yiclding to this act of so
great dissembling; but his strait and our guiltiness was the greater, especially [that of] some
‘of us,—I mean especially-by myself, who had so clear convictions of this to be wrong, that
T spoke of it to the King himself, desiring him not to subscribe the Covenant, if in his con-
science he was not satisfied—and yet went on to close the treaty with him, who,I knew'so
well, had for his own ends done it against his heart. But I may say;—so did I desire him
to do it against mine,—so weak and inconstant was I; being overcome with the example
and advice of others, gracious and holy men, that were there, whom in this I too simply
-and implicitly followed, choosing rather to suspect myself in my judgment to be wrong,
than theirs. Buf the Lord taught me in this, and in things of that nature, not so im-,
plicitly to depend on men.’

The other person referred to was 3r. John Livingstone, Minister of Ancram.
He was appointed one of the' Commissioners in 1650, for.the treaty at Breda;
and in his own Biography, after alluding to his extreme reluctance to be
employed in‘a matter of so much importance, he enters very fully into detail.
Livingstone’s Life has been several times printed, and his account is much
too long to be given in this place. But his statements are very important,
and he was impressed with the conviction of the King’s insincerity. The
three Ministers had no vote, and the Earl of Casillis was chosen president
which kept him from voting, three of the Commissioners, Lothiari, Wyn-
rame, and Smith, being in favour of compromising matters, outvoted the other
two, Brodie and Jaffray, who were of a contrary opinion. # Some of our
number,” Livingstone says, “ urged once. that the Treaty might be by word
of mouth; and not by papers ; but that motion was rejected. The drawing
up of the papers to be presented to the King was committed, by those of the
State to MR. Bropik, and by those of the Church to Mr. James Wood;
wherein this oversight was committed in the very first papers, that the words
and purpose of the Instructions were not fully keeped, but both in the order
and matter somewhat was_ altered or left out by them that drew them up,
and more thereafter was altered upon debate in the meetings.”™ But Charles
in his desire to secure Scotland was ready enough to sign anything; ‘and his

* Livingstone’s Life, Wodrow Society edition, Select Biographies, vol. i. p. 172.
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their Report, with eopies of “the Papers interchanged betwixt his Majesty
and the said Commissioners,”® on the 14th of June, an “ Aet of Appro-
bation of the proceedings of the Commissioners® who went to his Majestie,”
was passed : the Estates of Parliament “ being satisfied with their integriti,
acknowledge their faithfulness and diligence, do therefore unanimousli and
heartilie approve their proceedings, and render to them the heartie thanks
of this kingdome for the same.” The Papers aliuded to, along with the
Report, are contained in the Parliamentary proceedings.® On the 4th of
July 1650, Brodie was one of those who were deputed “ to repair and con-
gratulate his Majesties happy arrival in this Kingdom.”® The result of
these proceedings, the arrival of the King, 23rd of June, 1650 ; his corona-
tion at Scone, and renewing the Solemn League and Covenant, on the 1st
of January, 1651 ; and the battle of Worcester, on the 3rd of Scptember,
which drove him again into an inglorious exile, are matters of general
history, and necd not be detailed.

On his return from Holland, Alexander Brodle of Brodie had been
appointed as Ordinary Lord of Session, on 26th of June, 1649.¢ He ac-
cepted the situation, and gave his oath De fideli administratiore in the
presence of Parliament, on the 23rd of July,’ but did not take his seat on
the bench till the 1st of November. In his judicial capacity, therefore, Lord
Brodie, as he was called, conld have had but little experience, as the last sitting
of the Court was on the 28th of February, 1650, the distracted state of the
country having prevented any meeting of the Court during the next Session ;
and in May, 1652, the forms of the Conrt itself were wholly changed, by the
appointment under the Great Seal of seven Commissioners for the Adminis-
tration of Justice in Civil affairs.# His resolution not to accept any office
under the English rule, enabled him to retire and live quietly in the North,
and probably led him to avoid enterir‘lg so keenly, as he might otherwise

¢ Acts Parl. bcotl vol. vi. p. 513. ¢ Ib., p. 461.

® Ib., p. 514. t Ib, 485

. ¢ Tb., pp. 451-459. L] Hlstoncal Account of the Senators of
1b., p. 537. the College of Justice.
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have done, into the religious divisions which proved so fatal to the peace
and unity of the Church.

The author of “ A True Representation of the Rise, Progresse, and State
of the present Divisions of the Church of Scotland,” printed in 1657, says,
“ The Division and rent which is new in our Church, (ence beautifull and
strong in its unity and harmony, as a city compact together) is matter of
sad lamentation to us. . . . We could heartily wish, that our breach, had it
been the Lord’s good pleasure, being removed ere now, our differences had
been buried in silence, and perpetual oblivion, rather than that we should be
necessitated to give an account thereof to the world,” Without éttempting
to furnish any minute details regarding such disputes, some brief allusion to
the state of Church matters at this period is at least requisite. By the Act
of Classes, in January, 1649, all such persons as were concerned with the
Duke of Hamilton ‘ in his late unlawful war against England” were
termed Malignants, and were excluded from places of trust, or employment
in the army. This and some other stringent Acts were rescinded by the
Parliament which met at Stirling in May, 1651. The Commissioners of
the General Assembly were asked, and gave their concurrence to this
measure by which such persons were enabled to make a profession of their
repentance, and be capable of serving in the army in terms of the
Public Resolutions. The Assembly having met at St. Andrews on the 16th
of July following, an unsuccessful attempt was made to exclude those
persons who had been upon the Commission ; but their proceedings and
minutes were approved and confirmed, while the commissions were rejected
of Patrick Gillespie and others of the opposite party, who were thus pre-
vented from sitting as members. In consequence of such a result, Samuel
Rutherford gave in a Protestation against the freeness and legality of the
Assembly itself, and this being subscribed by twenty-onc of the members,
they rose and left the mecting in a body. The state of public affairs

* Anonymous, but written by Mr, James  sioners to Holland and Breda, in 1649 and
Wood of St. Andrews, oue of the Commis- 1650, see p. xxii.



PREFACE. XXXV

having rendered it necessary for the Assembly to adjourn the meetings
from St. Andrews to Dundee, the Protestation was then taken into
cousideration, and as the Protesters were not present, and no one appeared
in support of the reasons of protest, it was unanimously adjudged to be
deserving of the highest censures. The Moderator, Robert Douglas, said,
“he thought it no hard matter to evince the Protestation to be the highest
breach of all the articles of the Covenant, that ever was since the work
of reformation began.” The Assembly further proceeded to depose three
of the Protesting ‘ministers, James Guthrie, Patrick Gillespie, and James
Symson ; and to suspend James Nasmyth. A late writer justly remarks,
that ¢ the liberal and enlightened reviewer of the proceedings of the
Assembly, 1651, will find cause for the utmost caution in commending or in
censuring either party.” But these unhappy divisious were productive of
bitter animosities, and proved fatal, as we have said, to the peace of the
Chuoreh, and the continuance of the Presbyterian Church Government.

‘We might indeed feel surprised at the excitement which then prevailed,
if, in our own days, we were not called upon to witness the effects of similar
proceedings in Church matters. Robert Baillie of Glasgow, on the 11th of °
March, 1651, says, “Mr. James Guthrie and Mr. Patrick Gillespie are
going on in their work to destroy our State, and rent [rend] our Kirk, but
we hope it shall not lye in their power. Mr. Robert Douglas, Mr. Rohert
Blair, and Mr., David Dick[son] stand very right and zealous-against their
evillway.”®  Blajr himself, five days later, writes, “ I like not the present
repealing of the Act of Classes: it was ill made, and now it were as ill
rescinded ;” ‘but in July following,® he says, “ The folly of the Protesters,
I think it very presumptuous.””® It would seem that Brodie was not
present at this Assembly. At first he appears to have leaned towards the
Protesters. But his cautious temper and conscientious scruples kept him

* History of the Church of Scotland b Baillie’s Letters and Journals, vol. iii.,
during the Commonwealth, by the Rev. p. 140.
James Beattie, p. 172. Edinb. 1842, 12mo. e Ib., p. 557. 4 Ib., p. 559.
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from giving any marked adherence to either party. In the Provinee of
Murray, however, the Synod met on the 13th of November, 1651, and by
a large majority approved of the meeting and acts of the last Assembly.
But five ministers, Messrs. John Brodie of Aulderne, Joseph Brodie of
Forres, William Fraser of Inverness, James Park of Urquhart, and Patrick
Glass of Edinkylie, along with three Elders, Sir Robert Gordon of Gor-
donston, Alexander Brodie of Brodie, and Hugh Campbell of Auchindune,
united in protesting against this determination, on the ground that the
Assembly was not free or regular in the election of its members, and
that several of its Aets were contrary to the Covenants and the Engage-
ment. The Protesters adopted the mode of always ealling it the (pre-
tended) Assembly. At the time, the Synod of Murray promised to treat
those protesting members with all brotherly love and forbearance; but
after the Restoration, the Synod, in October, 1660, misled by the expee-
tations which the King seemed to hold ont, of reeognizing the authority
of that Assembly, reverted to their former proceedings, and while they
sharply rebuked Glass, the only surviving minister, and obliged him to sign
a recantation, they deposed, in absence, the three Elders who had approved
of the protest alluded to, one of whom, as already mentioned, was the
Laird of Brodie. This was the more singular, inasmueh as he, in his
peaceable disposition, had shown himself more inclined to adhere to the
moderate party known as Resolutioners, than to those more zealous and
fiery brethren the Protesters. This appears rather from casual passages®
in his Diary, than from his taking ainy prominent part in their proceedings.
In June, 1652, he writes, “ There is no end or measure of our dissensions
and differences ; our darkness is increasing, and we are all in danger to
be scattered ome from another: therefore to seek that the Lord wonld
return and canse his face to shine upon us.” Again, on the 27th of May,
1653, he mentions that, having aecompanied Robert Blair and James
Durham to a meeting with some of the Protesters in Warriston’s chamber,

* Shaw’s History of the Province of Moray, p. 370.
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he exhorted the latter to “ ways of peace and union.” In the couversation
that ensued, Warriston said, * that the Neutrals were as far wrong as any
‘of them; and therefore exhorted us to consider.” Warriston also said to
him, 1T would either come a step nearer them, or step further from them
to defection.” A few days later (3rd of June) he records an interesting con-
ference he had with Samuel Rutherford and Sir John Chiesley, who were
sent to him ¢ from the Brethren of the Protestation” for the purpose
of prevailing on him to join their party; Rutherford saying, * They were
‘come to lay claim to me in the Lord's name, and desired me to appear for
the way wherein the Lord had led us and blest us for many years.” But
they were unsuccessful in this attempt. Brodie acknowledged he was dis-
satisfied with the bulk of public proeeedings—that his heart was with them
(the Protesters), and should be loath to be upon a contrary side, but he added,
T must wait.”” At a much later period, in November, 1676, when all the
leading men of the party were off the stage, Brodie says, ‘I did reflect on
all those gracious men whom I had known, Warriston, Alexander Jaffray,
Mr. James Guthrie, Mr. Samue! Rutherford, and was ready to stumble not
at their suffering, had it been clearly and for pure truth, but infirmities,
darkness.”

At this time, Brodie reckons among his trials and temptations * the sin-
ful inclinations of his heart to the English employments,” and on the 23rd
of May, 1653, he says, “I have resolved and determined, in the Lord’s
strength, to eschew and avoid employment under Cromwell: I say, it is in
the Lord’s strength "—heing fully aware of his ¢ own unstedfastness.” A
month later, on the 17th of June, he “got Oliver Cromwell’s letter, or
rather a citation and summons to-come to London.” This, which indicates
the esteem in which he was held as a public man, was reckoned by him as
his last and greatcst temptation, and he tells us, he communicated it to
several of his friends, and desired them “ to set themselves apart for solemn
seeking of the Lord in his behalf. . . . and to deal with the Lord that this
eitation may not be a snare to him, but that he might be led out of the
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temptation.” It would appear that the immediate object of this citation
was to act as one of the Commissioners of Scotland to treat respecting a
project which commended itself to the Protector, for an incorporating Union
of the two Nations. But this journey to London—a snare which caused
him so much uneasiness—he evaded, from a strong aversion to the Pro-
tector's government, although pressed to undertake it by Provest Jaffray
and other friends. The project itself, it is well known, proved abortive at
the time, as half a century had to elapse before it could be accomplished,
and a still longer period before its advantages were generally felt and
acknowledged.

The Laird of Brodie, however, continued to be urged again to accept
office as one of the Judges. At length he says, “after much resistance
and reluctancy, I took that place upon me, in January, 1658. Let the
Lord turn it to His glory, mine, and His people’s good !” He again
took his seat on the bench as Lord Brodie, on the 3rd of December,
1658. But his judicial labours were doomed once more to be of shert
continuance, as upon the Restoration of Charles the Second, the former
constitution of the Court was restored, Lord Brodie and the English
Judges were superseded, and other Lords of Session appointed on the 1st
of June, 1661.

James Brodie, bis only son, was married to Lady Mary Ker, a younger
daughter of William, Earl of Lothian, on the 28th of July, 1659; and in
~ his Diary, the Laird records that three days later * she did subscribe her
Covenant to and with God,” an obligation to which she appears to have
faithfully adhered, in declining all compliance with the prelatic ministers,
when a dark cloud hung over our national Church. The MARQUESS OF
LotuiaN having kindly permitted a search among the papers at Newbattle
for any letters connected with the Brodie family, not many were found, and
these of no special interest, if we except the two which are here printed,
The first refers to the mutual obligations incurred in Holland on behalf of
the King. The other may also be assigned to the year 1659, after a visit
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from the Earl, when the young married couple had first taken up their
residence at Brodie House :—

“ My Nosre Lorp,~I forgott soe much as to mention that long lasting buisiness off
our Holland negotiation, wherein your Lordship and the rest of us ar ingadged, and as
yet not extricated. 1. Albeit the great Band be retird, yet ther is one of the doubls not
deliverd to us as yet. 2. There is a band off 4300 lb. yet lying over our head, and noe
diligenc don for geting payment, which unavoidabli will light upon us. 3. Albeit at
your desir we payd Mrs. Bunch, yet the other doubl of that band is not retird, and Mrs.
Bunch her discharg is a slender warrand, being clothed with a husband who may disclaim
her deed. 4. What shall be don for collecting in what remains of that money ; and if
we shall comitt it to Sir Jhon Smyth, he releeving our bond of 4300 1b. from the factours,
and paying Geo. Campbell one of the aresters and giving us ca[u]tion for the superplus to
mak it forthcoming whenever it shall be cald for. 5. The compts would be adjusted.
Thes and other things of this nature deserve our mature deliberation. Therfor not being
able to wait on your Lordship at present I have sent my sone to kiss your hand and to
know your pleasur and advise in all thes particulars. My stay in this place will be verie
short, and if ani thing may be don in them before my return, I shall be readie to attend
your Lordship, and to reaceave what commands you shall lay upon, your Lordship’s verie
affectionat and most humble servant. A. Brobie.

“ 29 June, 1659.”

Addressed on the back : “For my noble Lord, The Earle of Lothian. Thes.”

My Nosre Lorn,—I long to heare off your [safe arrival, and that] you have weil
overcom the [fatigues of so] painfull and toilsom a journaye. I cannot but with thank-
fulnes acknowledg thes kindlie expressions off respect and affection which you signified
to me from Pitoulie; which, albeit farr above my deserving yet verie suitable to your
native goodnes and generositie.

That living pledg off our mutual affection which you left heer, is to me off all persons
in the world the most acceptable, as being the instrument by whom I may reaceave my
greatest comfort in a present world ; neither will your Lordship nor herself measur my
desir off her good by what portion I have in the world, or may be able to conferr. But
iff som grains of willingnes may be admitted to com in the balanc, it is noe vanitie (if
I should say) I com short of none; havmg my hart noe less inlargd for her weilbeing
then it is for my own.

I leave it to your Daughter to give your Lordship and my Ladie and other freinds a
farther account of this place where we ar fallen together, and of her satisfaction in it,
and in us. Whatever it be, it is her oun without anie competition. This propertie
alone, in a verie lowe condition, has (fo moderat and sober spirits) affoorded more con-
tentment (throgh God’s good will and blessing) than large dominions have been able to
doe.

One thing cannot be remedied in our common lot, That we can be off noe more use to
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your Lordship, and if by all our pains and endeavour this could be made up, that myself
or this poor familie, or anic having interest in us, could be servicable to your Lordship,
or anie of yours, it should add greatlie both to ther and my happiness. Least I should
seim larger in my professions than your Lordship's ingenuitie or my inclination will
weil allow, Ishall forbear to inlarge upon this subject. Whylst I can extend my self
noe further I shall joy in your prosperitie and weilfare, and to hear of the good of your
familie, and when your Lordship shall esteim that my service may be of anie further use
you will not more willinglie injoyn than I shall obey anie command wherwith you shall
honour your Lordship’s most faithfull and most humble servant,

Brodie 27 October. A. BRODIE.

Addressed on the Back : “ For my noble Lord, The Earle of Lothian at New-
botle. Thes.”

The Restoration of Charles the Second was hailed with an enthusiasm
which ought to have secured both peace and prosperity to the country. But
the Royalists, when firmly established, showed no want of desire to retaliate
the harsh proceedings of the Presbyterian party during the time of the
Commonwealth. When the Parliament of Scotland met on the 1st of
January, 1661, occasion was taken by the Earls of Cassillis and Lothian,
Brodie, Smith, and Jaffray, the surviving Commissioners to Holland and

Breda in 1649 and 1650, to present a petition, stating that they had by
* public authority engaged their own credit in borrowing certain sums of
money “ for defraying his Majesties expenses from Holland, and other his
Majesties necessar affairs,” and praying for relief from these obligations.
This petition was favourably received ; and on the 4th of July that year,
there was passed an “ Act anent the Accompts of the Moneths maintanence
imposed for defraying his Majesties expenses from Holland, &c.”

The Scottish Parliament having adjourned on the 12th of July, 1661, the
Laird of Brodie, in compliance with the advice of some of his political friends,
resolved to visit London. His object secms to have been more on behalf of
others than for himself, in the hope of obtaining from the King an exemp-
tion from certain fines cither .imposed or threatened. This journey he

* Acts Parl. Scot., vol. vii., p. 292,
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undertook, as usual, on horseback, accomplishing it within eight days. He
set out by Heriot and Torwoodlie, to Ancrum, where he saw the Earl of
Lothian, and the minister, his colleague at Breda, Mr. John Livingstone.
From thence he rode to Newcastle and Durham, and so on till he reached
London at night, on the 27th of July. The account he gives of his resi-
dence in the English metropolis, and the persons he had oceasion to see on
public or private matters, form perhaps the most interesting portion of his
Diary. In matters which had been intrusted to him by the Earl of
Morton, Lord Lorn (afterwards Earl of Argyle), and others his¢ poor friends,’
his business lay with the chief Officers of State; more especially the Earls
of Middleton, Launderdale, and Glencairne, whose influence he tried to
secure. On the 31st, he says, I was taken to the King, and kissed his hand ;
and did acknowledge the Lord in this, that I had seen his face in peace.”
During his protracted stay, he lived on terms of intimacy with the Earls of
Cassillis and Eglinton, and several other friends from Scotland. But e had to

. experience the vexations and irksomeness of waiting on at Court, with hopes
deferred, soliciting favours in which he seems not to have been very suc-
cessful. Among the Newbattle papers is a letter written by Brodie at this
time, containing some allusions to matters of which he had the charge. It
is not of much interest, bnt so few of his letters are preserved, that it may
be added :—

“My Noere Lorp,~—This is the third to your Lordship since I came heere. My last
was inclosd in a packet off my L. Lorn’s, with ane answer to yours, which I delivered to
the Earle off Crawfourd; whereby I gave your Lordship ane account off evrie thing
recommended to me. Your 2que will be made (as you desired) at the Thresurer’s return ;
and he promises fair enongh as to the rest for the future.

“The Patent, and what concerns yotr precedencie or designation off your Sone, must lie
at present in all appearance. Onlie you are advisd to tak a right from the air male of
the holl [whole] dignitie. I have been verie full in all thes things with my Lord
your brother, and your other freinds. You want not unfreinds.

“Yours letters to your sister and Sir 1ho. Cuningham were deliverd. I never could yet
find the occasion to wait upon my Lord your brother, since the first time that I kissed his
hands; for his being heere in Toun is uncertaine.

“ As to your freind Doctour Nisbet I went to the citie of pnrpos to trie the Prerogative
e
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Court anent the probat off his will, and extracted his Testament. He made Testament
21 May, 1661. The executors who confirmed are Jhon Keyes, James Wilkie, and Jhon
Nisbet.

“ He hath left his wife the liurent off som houses and tenements, quhairoff he had some
leases; and the liurent use off his household stuff, plate, and furniture. All these efter
hir death are appointed to be sold by his executors, and the money to be given out on
anuelrent for his two brothers behoof, equalli, and ther children (John and James Nisbet
are the designation of his brethren), and to be payd to them as soon as the money is
raisd. He has 400 1b. heside, wheroff one hundred pound [is]in the Earl of Lothian’s hand.
This he leaves to his said two brethren, equalli, and ther children, and the annual rent off
the one half of this 400 1b. to his mother during her lyftyme ; this money to be given
out on interest by.advice off Sir Jhon Nisbet. This is the substance of the wholl.
What further you command me anent this or anie other thing shall be carefullie obeyed
by your Lordships most affectionat and most humble servant,

A. BRODIE.
* The Lord Lorn’s business is yet under hope.

17 August 1661.”*

At the end of August, finding himself suffering from bodily infirmity,
Brodie writes, “ 1 have some apprehensions of death, and knows not if I
shall see my poor family again : let it be in merey both to me and them.”
This led him to serious reflections and resolutions, and he expressed his
willingness to leave all that was most dear to him, if the Lord pleased to
call him away. In this submissive spirit, he says:—

“1 die praying for King Charles, that God may bless his person and government, with
lenth of days, peace, and abundance of truth.

** 1 leave on God's care my deir and onli son, his wyf and familie and seed, my aged
belov’'d Mother, my child Grizel, her husband, children, and familie, my kinsmen accord-
ing to the flesh, even thes of my Father’s house. They ar a generation of nncircumcis’d
lips and an uncircumeis’d hart. Oh! that God may forgive and tak away their guilt and
corruption, may forgiv and reform them for his nam sak.

“I doc not conclud of the tyme of my death: nor can I promise my self one day : onli
I find frailtie, and desire to he found readie, and loosd from al my comforts, even my sweit
children, my dear parent that bore me, my yong ofspring growing up, my christian
belovd freinds, my natural deir freinds, kindreds and relations, my pleasant dwelling,
houses, lands, rents, walks, woods, retirment. . . . I had as much gronnd of con-
tentment in my hous, dwelling, freinds, neighbours, relations, countree, as much credit

* The address on the back is torn away, where his Lordship, to whom the Ictter was
except the name * New ,’ the place addressed, was residing.
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among them as my hart could wish. My enemies that hated me, and for noe ill I did
them, yet I doe pray for them all; and now desir to bidd all things ereated farweil. The
offer of a world, a croun, a pleasant dwelling, to be assured to see thes com of me mani
and honourable, to be in the cheif honour and plae in the world: I would desir to say
to it (if Thou cal me to Thee), Begone! 1" desir not to delay one hour to enjoy al thes:
yet desir to submit to His will if He think fit to keip me heir for 40 year; thogh I
hope He minds good to me, stay I short or long. . . .

His fit of sickness a few days later was sueh that I was readie to give
over; nay Dr. Wedderburn feard my case; yet as it were by a miracle (so
did the Lord order it and bless the means) I was healed and recovered, and

my sickness did not return, but past away at once;”

on which he expresses
his resolution of unceasing thankfuluess.*

It would have been singular had the Diarist passed over in silence the
English ministers whom he heard preach in the metropolis, It may in this
place, however, suffice to notice, that after hearing the serviee in the Abbey
Church of Westminister, accompanied with “so much ceremony of man’s
devising,” corrupting the simple worship of God, he ¢ desired to keep a
due distance with anything that has not the authority or warrant from
God.”® Yet soon after he once or twice acknowledges, “1 found my
inclination not averse from a form of Liturgy.” The most important part
of his Diary refers to his residence in or near London at this time, and to
his intercourse with the Secottish nobility and gentry, attracted to the Court
by the hope of preferment or personal benefits, and more especially with the
four ministers who had come thither for consecration to the office of Bishop
as the preliminary step for the establishment of Prelacy in Scotland. 1In
a particular manner, he was on terms of intimate friendship with Leighton,
the only one of the four about whom any interest continues to be felt.
Their temper and dispositions coincided very much, and the notices which
Brodie has interspersed in the Diary tend to confirm the general opinion, that
that excellent man, whose writings will be always held in estimation, if
not altogether dead to worldly affairs, was at least not chargeable with

* P. 210. » Page 217.
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the ambitious and selfish motives of his apostatizing brethren, but was in
some measure induced to accept Episcopal honours by a natural inclination
to the forms of worship in the English Church.

On the 30th of Secptember, 1661, Brodie writes, “I heard Mr. Leighton
inclined to be a Bishop, and did observe his loose principles hefore, anent
surplice, ceremonie, and Papists. I desired grace to discern what to judge
of this, and if [whether] the Lord called me to speak to him or not.”® 1In
reference to his opinions, he remarks, * He had a great latitude: Lord!
deliver him from snares.” A month later, the 25th of October, Leighton
having dined with him, Brodie writes, “ I perceived he was not averse from
taking on him to be a Bishop. All was clear to him : civil places free from
censures: he approved the organs, anthems, musick in their worship. He
said the greatest error among Papists was their persecution and want of
charity to us. His intention was to doe good in that place, and not for
ambition. . . . T prayed for him, as for myself and was fear’d that his
charity misgnided might be a snare to him. . . . He said, he sign’d and
swore the Covenant, and had these same thoughts then, That the Covenant
was rashlie entered into, and is now to he repented for.”®* Two days
previously he had noted, “I heard Mr. Sharp and the Bishops of Scot-
land would not take ordination from the Bishops of England. I acknow-
ledge the Lord in this.”> But this report was unfounded. These time-
serving prelates soon got rid of scruples, which even Spottiswood and
his brethren, who came to London on a similar errand in 1610, would not
concede by admitting the invalidity of their previous ordination to be
ministers in the Presbyterian Church, as a Church of Christ.

Again he says, “I met with Mr. Leighton, and anent his undertaking
did express myself freelic to him.” Having heard his opinion in favour of
tolerating all sects and denominations, including Roman Catholics—opinions
which Brodie thought were dangerous, he adds, “ I besought him to watch,
and prayed the Lord for him. I desired him to use his credit that the

* Page 216. ® Page 221.
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ceremonies might not be brought in upon us. He said, he wish’d so. But
be hoped they should be prest on none. Alace! after introducing, force will
soon ensue. But, good man! he does not perceave nor suspect it.”* In like
manner, “Idid speak with Sharp, Fairfoull, and Hamilton ; and did per-
ceave they were inclined to press the ceremonies: I said, that we were well
before the year, 1633.” On the 3rd of December, ¢ I spoke to Mr. Leighton
and found his satisfaction in the worship of England,and all the ceremonies
of it, and I could not but be troubled. He preferred Liturgy, and set form
to other prayer.”® But Brodie again admits, “ I found not that aversion
from their Liturgy and some other things that I had had, and other godly
persons have. Oh! that this be no snare to me.”” On the 24th of No-
vember, “I heard Mr. Sharp and Leighton were re-ordained [as Deacons
and Priests], and scrupled at nothing ;"¢ Fairfoull and Hamilton having had
Episcopal ordination before 1638, were exempted from this degradation in
the observance of ceremonial order. On Sunday, the 15th of December, the
four ministers were consecrated in Westminster Abbey. Brodie, in place of
witnessing the solemnities of this ceremonial, and envying their feasting,
desired “ to exercise his sonl with fasting,” and he gravely and solemnly
remarks, “ We declare that this day the name of God was taken in vain: that
we swore falsly in the Lord’s name. We are condemning al that we have been
doing and endeavouring for reforming the house of God; reproaching and
raising a slander on our mother Kirk of Scotland, her ministers, ordinances,
officers, as if we had none and were no Church, but dwindel from this super-
stitious form, and they only were a true Church, and al other Churches had
noe power of their own officers, ministers, ordinances, ordor, government,
discipline. These men ar they which did renounce and abjure what now they
tak on them, and glorie in. How shall they be beleeved next when they
preach or when they swear? They have dealt so falsely and perfidionsly in
this.  Shall not both they and we mourn for this 2"—It did indeed prove a
canse of mourning, as we shall have occasion to remark.

& Page 230 ® Page 230. ¢ Page 228.
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While in London, Brodie took a special interest in the Argyle family,
the restitntion of Lord Lorn (afterwards Earl of Argyle) to his honours and
estates being one of the objects he had in charge. In considering his case,
he professed his * inability to understand how God’s providence should
prove so contrary to that family.”® In consequence of some imprudent
speeches, which Brodie in his zeal had used in behalf of Lord Lorn, he
made the Clerk Register and others his implacable enemies; while the
rivalry of Middleton and Lauderdale, and the persuasion of the former that
Brodie was plotting against him, and other false reports, were sufficient to
prejudice the Chancellor against him, and interfere with his success at Court.

The following passage in the Diary was accidentally omitted under its
proper date, but in connexion with Brodie’s visit to London, and as
expressive of his feelings when, being misrepresented to the King, the
purposes of his journey were likely to be frustrated, it is too important
to be overlooked :—

%1662, April 23.—I desir to be exercisd under my own lot, and the lot
of al God’s people at this time. I mentiond my coming to this place, saw
noe great ground of incouragment, peace, or comfort in ani thing, and desird
to mourn uader al the sinfulnes of eyes, thoghts, ways, courses, words,
since ever I cam from hom to this day. Oh! let not the Lord remember
my sin, nor enter into judgment with me. To be neir 2 years from my
famili, tossd 9 or 10 month in a straing land, as exil’d, discountenanced,
malign’d, hated, persecuted, oppos'd, freindless, witless, great ones against
me. Now I desir to ador the Lord, and to obtain grace to understand this
providence, and to be humbl'd, instructed, reform’d, convinc'd, and profited by
such His dealings, and to maintain in my heart right thoghts of Him, doe
what He will.” He afterwards adds, “ This, this shall be a humbling
journey, goe things as they will.”

‘At length, the Laird of Brodie, after a sojourn of ten months, resolved

on returning to Scotland, but was first anxious, in testimony of his loyalty,
* Page 262,
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to obtain aecess to kiss the King’s hand before commeneing bis journey.
His words are:

“ May 12.—I was attending yesterday evening and this day waiting to
tak leave of the King; but in vain. I was east down, seing, as it wer, al
men against me, and none earing for my soul.

“Iintend this day (if the Lord permit) to tak journey. Let the Lord
be with me in setting forth, and let him aeeompani by the way, give grace
to serv him, and let my return be comfortable, and for his glori.

“14.—~Yesterday, I bad aeeess to the King, and kissed his hand. Now
I desir to reckon this as a merei, eonsidering how men have labourd to
prejudg him against me. It was mor then I almost looked for: now I
lean on him all that eoncerns me.” . . .

He left London on the 14th of May, returning by Grantham and Don-
easter, and attending the English churel at Alborough, in Yorkshire, on
Sunday the 18th, and reached Edinburgh on the 21st. “In my way, I
desired to direet my eyes to God. I did see and apprehend a great storm
against me.”  We may refer to his Diary for the partieulars of his troubles
and anxieties during the four months he remained in Edinburgh, in con-
sequence of the strong opposition he met with from the Lord Commis-
sioner, the Clerk Register, the Bishop of Murray, and others ;—the Bishop
of St. Andrews, ‘that subtle, unsound person,” promising to ‘do in a
private way what he could, but not own and out (support) me in a publick ;”
and for his fears in regard to the Oath of Allegianee; his disquictude on the
subjeet of fines; the prevalence of witcheraft; and the state of the Chureh.

The King’s ¢gracious’ letter of the 3rd of September, 1660, to the
Presbytery of Edinburgh, in which, by a pitiful evasion, he engaged *to
protect and preserve the govermment of the Church of Secotland, as ¢ ¢
settled by law, without violation,” and to maintain the Acts of the General
Assembly at St. Andrews and Dundee in 1651, was evidently meant to
excite a renewed spirit of hostility against the*Protesters; and it serves to
explain the cvurse taken by the Synod of Murray already mentioned. The
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subsequent proceedings were quite in accordance with such duplicity ; and
what was effected by falsehood and treachery, required to be maintained by
a course of unmitigated oppression and cruelty. Well might the Estates, in
1689, addressing William, Prince of Orange, say : “ Prelacy and superiority
of any office n the Church above Fresbyters 1s, and hath been, a great and
unsupporiable grievance and trouble to the Nation, and contrary to the inclina-
tion of the generality of the people ever since the Reformation, they having been
reformed from Popery by Presbytery, and thercfore ought to be abolished.”

Some of the I'dinhurgh ministers were more decided than the Laird of
Brodie in regard to these new dignitaries. He had his own compunctions
in calling Sharp “ Lord,” when they met in London. Among others,
Hutcheson and Douglas, who is said to have refused Sharp’s offer of
obtaining for him the Sec of Edinburgh, resolved to decline, either to
meet the Bishops when they came to Edinburgh, or to give them their
titles.® In July following, Brodie says: “I did mcet with Mr. Douglas
and Hutcheson, and found their straits, and that the time of their trial was
come. The Lord did bear them up to a good mecasure of resolution against
complying with the Bishops; not to meet with them, or acklowledge them,
nor to co-operate with them, nor to derive power or jurisdiction from them,
and choosed rather to be laid by.”®

But passing over the general history of that unhappy period which has
often been written, it has to be noticed that, in September, 1662, when the
Act of Indemnity was hefore Parliament, another ¢ Act containing
some Exceptions from the Act of Indemnitic” was passed on the 9th of
September, being, in fact, a list of fines imposed by the Earl of Middleton
on all persons who had rendered themselves obnoxious either by com-
pliance with the English usurpers, or by opposing the changes in Church
government and discipline. In this number Alexander Brodie of that Ilk
was fined £4800 Scots;® although it bas been stated that the money
disbursed by him at Breda bad not yet been repaid him.

» Page 254, ® Page 268. ¢ Acts Parl. Scot., vol. vii., p. 424.
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The following is a letter from Lady Mary Ker, wife of the young Laird
of Brodie, addressed to her mother, the Countess of Lothian:

Dear Madam,—I have nothing to truble you with, bot to inquir of your weallfair,
which is no small satisfaction to me to know. I wold have trubl[d] my Lord with a line
att this tim wer not my fear to devert him from his more serious affairs, and besids thatt
I am in truble for my little danghter Anne, who is at present verie sick of a fever, and, as
I think, breding the small poeks, bot they are not come outt as yett. I have given hir a
litle of my Lady Kentt's powder, bot it’s not put any thing furth as yett. Madam, if it
be not presumtion in me I wad tak upon me to desayr my Lord might be upon his gard
for my lord Burlie’s business, for he will find many frinds att this time. As also, Madam,
his Lordship wad be aware of Holmbe, for he has a mind to leave about this somer. I
have delt with some of his relations to kepe him as long off as is possahell, that my
Lord may have tim to doe for himselfe. T have made sour [sure] Terbett and Cromirtie,
for both business, so fare as ther pouer or creditt can riche. Your Ladyship will, T hope,
pardone my friedome with your Ladyship, when you remember it cometh from, Dear
Madam, your Ladyship’s most affectionatt daughter,

Brodie,
June 8, 1663.

Addressed on the back: “ For the Right Honourable the Countas of Lothcane. Thes
att Newbatle.” '

Marie Kerr.

While in Edinburgh, the Laird of Brodie endeavoured to vindicate him-
self from misrepresentations to the Officers of State, but all hLis attempts
seem to have been fruitless, and the letters he wrote had no better effect.
In Lis intercourse with Douglas and Hutcheson, he found them * both very
fixed,” and exclaims, “ Oh ! far am I from that steadfastness of spirit that
appears in them. They declined all mecting with these Bishops, nay were
against all Liturgie and.Ceremonies, and could not meet in a presbytery
with them, nor give them titles, or the like.”® A few days later, he says,
“1I did see the Bishop of Murray, and with reluctancie. I profest that the
change was against my will; but God having suffered it (Prelacy) to be
brought about, the King and Laws having established it, I was purposed to
be as submissive, and obedient, and peaceable as any.” In this spirit he set
out for the North, on the 16th of September, 1662, stopping at Cupar,

* MSS. belonging to the Marquess of Lothiau. * Page 254.
%.
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Fettercairn, Clatt, and Kinloss, reaching home on the 20th, after a pro-
tracted absence of upwards of fifteen months, and feeling  a sense of the
Lord’s goodness and providence.” From this time he appears to have
resided almost wholly at Brodie, or in its neighbourhood.

The subséquent course of the Author’s life offers so little variety or
incident as not to require more in this place than a general notice. : Among
other subjects which occasionally served to him as a source of trouble, were
various dreams and imaginations which he relates. The numerons instances
of witchcraft which came under his notice, as one of the Commissioners for
the trial of witches, gave him great uneasiness. Thus he reckoned among
the sins of the time: “The sin of Witcheraft and devilry which has
prevailed, and cannot be gotten discovered and purg'd out, Satan having
set up his very throne among us.” Again, “ T heard that at Inverness
there was none of the Witches condemn’d, and I desir'd to consider this,
and be instructed. This, if God prevent not, will be of very ill example.”
He had also to endure severe bodily suffering from disease and increasing
frailty ; but nothing pressed more heavily on his spirits than the melan-
choly state of the Church during this dark period of its history.

In the Parliament held at Edinburgh, in May, 1662, with the view of
securing a compliance with the change in the constitution of the Church to
Prelacy, an Act was passed, requiring that all ministers who had been
ordained since 1649 should receive new presentations from their respective
patrons, and collation from the Bishop of the Diocese, before the 20th of
September following. So little inclination was shown to observe this
injunction, that the Privy Council, having met at Glasgow on the 1st of
October, the Archbishop complained that not one of the young ministers
had owned him for Bishop. An Act and Proclamation was then agreed
upon, by which all ministers were liable to be banished from their houses,
parishes, and presbyteries, unless they received collation or admission from
the Bishops of their respective dioceses on or before the 1st of November.
The Archbishop of Glasgow assured the Commissioner, the Earl of Mid-
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dleton, there were not ten in his diocese who would refuse complianee.® So
far, however, was this from being the case, that a -special meeting of
-Council was held at Edinburgh on the 4th of November, in order to pro-
long the period to the 1st of February following. But, as in England
with the Aet of Uniformity, when about two thousand of the Presbyterian
Clergy relinquished their livings, on the 24th of August, 1662, rather than
openly renounee their prineiples, so it happened in this eountry. The result
of such proeeedings proved indeed very different from anything that had been
antieipated. It has been estimated that, in Scotland, where there were about
eight hundred parishes, nearly one half of the ministers voluntarily submitted
to a saerifice of all their worldly prospeets, rather than eonform to suech
radieal changes in the forms of worship, discipline, and Chureh govern-
ment.® These ejeeted ministers were prohibited from residing or preaehing
within the bounds of their own parishes—no toleration was permitted to
private assemblies for devotional purposes—and any person frequenting
such conventieles was liable to punishment by fine and imprisonment.

In the North, the ministers generally, with some notable exceptions,
were less zealous and decided, and, as might be expeeted, they greatly
preferred conformity to suffering. At this time, in the dioeese of Murray,
Brodie’s two uneles, John, and ‘his beloved’ Joseph, were dead; and
George Innes, minister of Dipple, and Harry Forbes, minister of
Auldearn, prevented deposition by resigning their charges, in 1663. In
the same year, Thomas Urqubart, minister of Iissill, James Urquhart,
minister of Kinloss, and George Meldrum, minister of Glass, were for-
mally deposed.®” The places of such men were supplied with others less
serupulous, but who were so unaeeeptable to the people, that they would not
avail themselves of the ministrations “of intruders.” The Bishop of
Murray, Murdoeh M‘Kenzie, appears to have aeted in a very tyrannieal

* Wodrow's History, vol. i, pp. 265, and Jourpals, Edin, 1843, 3 vols, large
283. 8vo., or Bannatyne Club edit., 4to.

® See Memoir of Robert Baillie, by the ¢ Shaw’s History of the Province of
present Editor, prefixed to his Letters and  Moray, 1775, p. 371.
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manner ; yet Brodie says, ¢ I did see the Bishop at Spyunie,” and in their
discourse, he adds, “ I did goe far alongst in complying by titles, fair words,
and the Iyke. Oh! discover the secret sins of my nature, and inclinations,
that this complacency be no snare to me, nor may it be to others.” In
his own parish, in April, 1667, he says, “ I desire to be affected with
the withered and dry state of Dyke and Auldearn. Oh! does there fall
any rain upon them ?"® A few days previonsiy, he says ‘“the case of
Auldearn and Dyke was my sore burden ; that the Lord would shyne in
on this dark place, and breath on these dead bodies, is one of the great
desires of my heart.” Being so greatly opposed to ceremonies and formal
worship, lie felt himself constrained to abstain from giving any countenance
by his attendance to the class of ministers who were then intrnded in these
vacant parishes; even while be had an overpowering scnse of the duty of
“keeping up'the form of public worship.”® In August, 1672, he says,
“Ob! let God raise up faithful and able teachers in His Church, and
pitie the want of such; what great differ is there in the gifts of these
that are laid by, and these that are keeped and admitted 24

In reference to the compulsory attendance upon religious services that
were felt to he unprofitable, contrasted with the ministrations of those who
had been ejected, Brodie speaks'of himself in March, 1673, as being tied
up “to attend the dead ministry of others . . . of far less gifts, . . . to
prevent confusion and disorder, waiting, but desperate in my waiting, to
see if God will vouchsafe an outgate, and make way for able and faithful
preachers—ministers “not of the letter only, but of the Spirit.” Had they
faithfuluess, diligence, gifts, and endowments, I liold their ministry lawful
even that enter by Bishops, and acknowledge them, albeit I prefer the
other government, if rightly administered; but the Lord has humbled us
in that also! Greater confusions have not been at any time than our
divisions produced by our Assemblics.” To a person so peaceably disposed,

& Page 277. ¢ Page 328,
Page 311. 4 Page 332,
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it argues a sad state of spiritual destitution, that he found it more
profitable to abstain from public worship, or participating in Church
ordinances. Thus in June, 1676, when doubtful as to his communicating
at some neighbouring church, he says, “ I have been these several
years without this ordinance of the Sacrament. . . . It’s true, I have com-
municated with these who conform, and I think I may lawfully doe it
without partaking of their sin. Yet the offence that honest men took at it
has made me forbear. . . . The last Sacrament which I receaved was 25th
August, 1669.” From what he states, it ia clear, that his objections were
not such as actuated his friends of the stricter elass, who refused to counten-
ance any minister who had received ordination at the hands of a Bishop,
while he stayed at home * partly because the minister to preach was not
such as he ought to be, partly to avoid giving some offence to others.”™ Or
when hesitating whether he ought to attend or not, he exclaims, “ Lord !
give me direction, for I am nothing edified by him. Yet he is in the place
of a minister.” A special canse of his dislike to Bishops .was not merely
the introduction of English ceremonies, but the fact of churchmen being
employed in eivil matters; yet he still continued, on the whole, on friendly
terms with many of the Conformists. He mentions his getting admonitions
from time to time *to come and hear his own minister, Mr. William Fal-
coner’®; and in December, 1676, having met with him, “ He did expostul:ﬁc
with me for not hearing. I told him, it was not from prejudice against
him more than others, but being dissatisfied with the constitution of the
Church and government as it is now is, I did withdraw, lest my hearing
might be constructed a consent and compliance. I told him, that besid the
Covenant, I held the civil places of kirkmen unlawful and inconsisting with
the office of a minister of Christ. To sit on life and death, and on civil
things of fyning, punishment corporal, and the lyk, earthli dignities, as

* Page 359. ¢ Minister of Moy and Dyke from 1674,
till, in his turn, he himself was ejected
> Nov. 1673, page, 348. after the Revolution,
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princes, and preferenc befor Dukes and Marquises, was unseeming and incon-
sisting. I durst not disclaim the present ministers of the church of Scot-
land, but I did hold them guiltie of gross defections and corruptions. . . .

“ He askd, If my son had baptizd his child. I told him solemly 1 knew not,
for if it was baptized it was more than I knew. But, if my good daughter®
did it, I could not controll her ; and I did not hold it unlawful to hear.”®

In the following year, when the ejected minister of Kinloss went to the
North of Ireland, then a place of refuge to the Nonconformists, he says,
"« Mr. James Urquhart took journey from this towards Ireland. Whatever
darkness I be nnder, I desire to be affected duly with this, to part with him
and to be separated from him, and that the land cannot bear such. Let
the Lord bring back the banish’d, and loose the prisoncrs in His own due
tyme, and teach me how to walk and be affected in the meantym.”

Notwithstanding the rigour exercised against those who frequented
conventicles, or unlicensed places of preaching, the frequent opportunitiest
of hearing the ejected ministers were not neglected. The houses of
several of the chief families in Morayshire were so many sanctuaries to
the oppressed.”® Some of the Nonconformist ministers, chiefly from Ross-
shire, often visited the province of Murray; in particular, Brodie men-
tions James Fraser of Brae, Thomas Hog of Kiltearn, John MacGiligan
of Inverness, and Hugh Anderson of Cromartie, who were much esteemed
by many of the gentry; and as field-preaching in the North was not
greatly encouraged, their ministrations were more tolerated than in
various other districts, notwithstanding the zeal of the Earl of Murray and
Bishop Mackenzie to repress and punish such persons. All this time we
may regret that Brodie had no opportunity of meeting with Bishop
Leighton, to have had, as it were, some account of his Prelatical experi-
ence. Of the Archbishop-of St. Andrews, when he heard a report of his
murder, he expresses his regrets at such an atrocious act, without any
feelings of personal regard. It would have been well, had Sharp escaped

* His daughter-in-law. ® Page 373. * Shaw's Moray, p. 372
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the vengeance of these misguided zealots, and been left to wear out the
rest of his life in the enjoyment of his gratified ambition, even at the risk
of continuing to the end of his days a fierce enemy to his brethren of
the Covenant.

One of Brodie's relations, Alexander Brodie of Mains, apparently his
cousin-german, and the son of his uuncle, Mr. Joseph Brodie, minister of
Forres, was also the writer of a Diary, part of which is still preserved. It
is a small volume, extending from September, 1671, to July, 1675; and
contains occasional notices of his family relations. The following excerpts
may be therefore given, as some of them relate to the Laird, or as he calls
him, Lord Brodie :—

“10 September, 1671.—Was the Lord’s day. Mr. Collin Falconer being
at Edinburgh, Mr. George Innes preached; who intruded contrair to his
promise and profession upon Mr. James. Urqubart’s kirk, at Kinlos. I
thocht it amisse to heir him upon that accompt. Therfor I have staid at
hom. _

“The eight day of February [1672].—The old Lady Park was buried.

“1 March.—Ther cam in or ahont this time som Popish books to Leith
and Newcastle. They at Newcastle were brunt; but they which cam to
Leith were by the arch-prelate put up in the Castle. A massacre of holy
men was much feard in Edinburgh. It is hie tym for Thee to awak, when
the wicked mak voyd Thy law !

“16 March.—This day ther was a preparatory servic befor the sacra-
ment to be given. Mr. Colin in his fast day spok most invectively against
them who upon the account of the present government wald not partak
of the sam.

“ May—June.—My Lord Brodle has been very unwell of the gravell.
Lord be thauked, quho has wrought a gret delyverance for him, by giving
him two gret stones after a long continued sickness.

“It is reported, the Archbishop of St. Androes hes gotten ane yearly
pension from the Pop to promove Poperie.
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“ This week Mr. Colin Falconer is gon South, som say in expectation of
ane Bishoprick® Lord! disappoint and confound their hops quhe wold
build their hops and themselves upon the ruins of Thy hous.

¢« 924 June.—Being Sabboth, Mr. Fordyce preached, who passed over the
fornoon with some good discourse, and cam not to his text till the glass
expyred. O Lord! repair the breaches of Thy hous, and purify the trybe
of Levi. In the afternoon I stayd at hom. Alas! how does my hert
accuse me for the careless and lazie performances I go about.

“ 3 day of August.—Being the Sabboth, my wyff and 1 went with Collin
Hay’s wyff and the Laird of Brodie to hear Mr. Tho. Hog. He preached
upon the 13 Luk, 6 v. to the 10.

“ August.—NMy Lord Brodie has been at the Wells (this 12 days) of
Eslisk : great neid have I to run to that well which refreshes the city of
God: it is for all diseases: Lord! I have many diseases, and my great
disease is I kno’ it not.”

The following is a letter of the time, from the Laird of Brodie to the
Lady Henrictta Stewart, wife of Sir Hugh Campbell of Calder. In the
Cawdor Papers the name is given as “ D, Brodie,” a mistake easily
accounted for, as he usually signs his name with a kind of monogram
much liker D. B. than A. B.

17 Aug. 1674,
Madam

Having a great desyr to know of your La. weilfar and the children’s, I have
sent thes that I may know how you are, and if you have heard from the Laird since he
arrived at hig journcys end. I am fearcd you ar oure solitarie, and if your La. would be
at the pains to direct your self and com this lenth, my son and my self should gladlie
wait upou you. I hope the Lord will soe direct thes effaires which has cald him out,
that you shall not haue anie caus to feare. If I may be off anie use to your La. you
shall not mor frielie command then I shall obey. If you be in health, and your litle
ones, it shalbe great contentment unto

Madam,
Your La. most humble servant,
A. BRODIE.

* Nor were his hopes disappointed : sec page 359, note
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My Danglter-in-law presents her humblo service to your La., and if she had strenth
would be glad to wait upon you.

For the right honorable my Ladie Henriet Stewart Ladie of Calder®

The following passage from Brodie’s Diary bas reference to a Commis-
sion Court against Conventieles, appointed to be held at Elgin in Decem-
ber, 1676. In the expeectation that he would be called upon to explain his
own conduet, Brodie considered it expedient to prepare beforehand, the
heads of a proposed vindication of himself; and the substance of what he
intended to say, as follows, was reserved for quotation in this place as
explanatory of his own views and course of life in matters of a public
nature.

December 17, 1676.—~Diec Dom. I considerd if I should beforhand draw a note of the
heads which I would speak of, if I shal bo cald befor them. Albeit I doe not lippen to
my own judgment, wit, memori, or forthinking, but to His Spirit and immediat asistanc,
yet I desir to consider if I may not speak to this purpose :—

I have scarcli al my lyf been cald befor the barr of any Judicatur; and now I thank
God it is not for ani evel or wickednes, oppression of my neighbour, treason, or rebellion,
or insurrection against my Sovcrain the King: in this I joy: But it is for my humbl
desir to keip my conscience undefild, and that I be not involvd with others in taking the
ever blest nam of God in vain. I keip noe unlawful meetings; but that I partake with
my freind and relation ® in his famili exercises within the wals of my own hous, and that
but veri seldom,—for it I may rather deserv blam then reproof. The worship we perform,
as it ig with reverenc to God, see with reverenc to the King’s Majesti, for whom we pray,
as for our oun souls. I count it net nnlawful to hear thes who conform, nor dar I con-
demn them that hear, especiali when they have no others, It's true I hear seldomer
then I would.

1. Becaus ther ministri is not livlic, and others I find mor livli on my hart.

2. 1 have a dislyk of and am stumbld greatli at their entri and admission and
acting, scing ther constitution is not consisting and agreable with the rules and
precript of Seriptur, and the Apostls; worldli glori, ambition, pemp, civil dominion,
jurisdiction, places, dignities, and offices, and honours, civil and criminal, abov al subjects,
even above the princes of the royal blood. Lordli dignities is veri incompatibl with the
office of the tru ministers of Christ, who should watch for the souls of peopl.

3. This veri thing, civil places and dignities of Churchmen, which we cal Prelaci, as it

* The Book of the Thanes of Cawdor, b Mr. James Urquhart, formerly minister
(Spalding Club volume), p. 330-1, Edinb. of Kirless, whose wife Anna Brodie, was a
1859, 4to. relation of Brodic’s.

g
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is a human, sinfal devic of man, without warrand in the Word of God, so it has been
abjured solemli in thir ages past, by the consent of Kings and their Parliaments, even
three Kings successivli; and let no man doe our royal Monarch that wrong as to say, it
was by force; for with as much cheerfulnes as could be exprest, noe armi, nor violenc used ;
and applid expresli in terms, and declard to be meant, Bishops, Deans, Arch., Chapters,
&c. The oath being on a matter lawful, and enjoind by the Kings of this Realm,
ratified and consented to, and the peopl and I having taken this Engagement, I dar
not so farr defie God as to violat his oath, and tak his nam in vain; -for it is no light
thing; nor can a thousaud Parliaments, and Emperors, and Pops, absolv from it, or
dispenc with a lawful cath made to God. It’s not man we have to doe with, or can
requir the breach, but God.

4. I shall wish and pray that the King's Majesty may see his safti and preservation,
and the stabilitie of his royal government to be mor surlie bottomd on the true affections
of his peopl then on the civil places of Kirkmen, to the wounding of the consciences
of his faithful subjects. As for my loyalti, ther’s none of my condition within al his
Kingdoms that detests and abhors disloyalti mor, and that shall mor willingli pour out
bis blood and lyf at his fiat, then I shall doe.

We have already alluded to the intense pain to which Brodie was sub-
jected from what, in 1672, he called * his old disease of the stone ™ ® in the
bladder. The hlotted state of the Diary, and the heavy penmanship during
several of the last months of his life, seem to indicate the greatness of
his sufferings, and his perseverance to the last in a practice he had
observed for so many years, although the making these entries must have
been a serious labour. At times, he was subjeet to “doubts, and fears,
and darkness ;” and latterly, also, both himself and his friends were
afraid that in one of those paroxysms he might pass away without a clear
manifestation of kLis continued faith and trust in his Redeemer, such as was
befitting the life of a true, sincere, and devoted Christian. It was other-
wise mercifully 6rdained; and, as the last dying words of God’s people
are deemed to be precions, so, when his life drew to a elose, his suffering
abated, and he was enabled to express such sentiments as might have been
expeeted from a man of exemplary piety, proving, that while ¢ the wicked
is driven away in his wickedness: the righteous hath hope in his death.”®

NP b Prov. xiv. 32
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We might also add, in the words of the Psalmist, “ Mark the perfect man,
and behold the upright: FOR THE END OF THAT MAN 1S PEACEL.”

ALEXANDER BRroODIE OF BRopiE died on the 17th of April, 1680, in the
63d year of his age. On the previous day he commenced a short entry in
his Diary. But while so frequently acensing himself of manifold failings and
shortcomings, he had' the pecnliar satisfaction of witnessing his son and
grandchildren, the objects of his dearest sympathy and of many fervent
prayers, taking upon themselves the same Covenant engagements to a life
of faith aud hope, of which he had set such a cousistent example. On
the same day, his son, JAMES BRropIE, who succeceded to the estate of
Brodie, takes up his Father’s Diary and continues it.

There is a singular degree of touching pathos in the mournful regrets
expressed by the younger Brodie on occasion of his father’s death, lament-
ing how little he had profited by his instructions, and recording anew the
resolutions hie had formed of treading in his footsteps, and striving to
imitate his examplo. On that day when he takes up his father’s Diary, -
and during the time that intervened till the day of the funeral, he
dwells on the great and irreparable loss sustained by his removal. This
Diary, by James Brodic of Brodie, breaks off with February, 1685, bnt
it was no doubt carried on during the rest of his life, in one or more
subsequent volumes, not now preserved. He inherited so much of the
character and devotional spirit of his Father, that unless for the dates, and
the subject of his Diary, we might have still mistaken it for that of the
elder Brodie. The handwriting is more legible, and he makes no use of
cyphers, but even in the orthography, in the omission of the final ¢s, and
the phrasology he uses, there is a marked resemblance. He also, constantly
¥ desires to be instructed,” or * to lay it seriously to heart,” or  to spread
it before God.”

It was deemed, therefore, advisable to subjoin a secries of Extracts from
this Diary, as it forms a natural sequel to what pl'ecedcs, and more especially
as it was not of sufficient extent or importance for separate publication. .
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It has already been mentioned that Brodie’s family consisted of two
children, a son and daunghter, he having formed no second marriage,
although he survived his wife for nearly forty years.

GrizzeL BRrobig, his danghter, was born 28th of October, 1636, and
married her cousin, Robert Dunbar, son and heir of Ninian Dunbar of
Grangehill, on the 7th of September, 1654. Her husband had the hononr
of Knighthood conferred upon him, by Charles the Second, in 1660. They
had several children.

JAMES BropIE OF BRODIE, was born on the 15th of September, 1637.
His marriage with Lady Mary KER, a younger daughter of William,
third Earl of Lothian, in 1659, is previously noticed. Like many of the
religious ladies of the time, she seems to have been even more determined
than her husband against complying with the Conformist ministers. In
conversing with the Earl of Tweddale, 10th of September, 1684, his
Lordship “spoke anent my wiff’s not hearing, and told me the danger
of it. I thought myself beholden to him for his freedom and ingenuitie
with me; and know not what to do anent her.” Yet he himself, in
-1680, exclaims, while noticing that the Bishop of Murray was at Forres,
inducting a minister to that place, “ Oh! for the plague the land lyes
under of such teachers,”® and again, *“Oh Lord! forgive, and reform,
and send out a Gospel ministry.”°

James Brodie, as in such times might have been expected, was sub-
jected to fines and punishment on account of his alleged frequenting
Conventicles. In 1685, he disowned frequenting such meetings, unless
within his own house, and he asks himself, * Is there any guilt in this
before God ?" '

His Diary closes with some account of a Court held at Elgin by the
Earl of Errol, the Earl of Kintore, aud Sir George Monro, who had been

* Page 498. ° Page 443.
* Page 443. Page 508.
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appointed and commissioned by the Privy Council at a meeting held at
Edinburgh, on the 30 December, 1684, “to prosecute all persons guilty
of Church disorders and other crimes in all the bounds betwixt Spey and
Ness, including Strathspey aud Abernethie, and their first meeting to be
at Elgin, the 22 of January following.” Brodie was then fined for his non-
conformity in the sum of £2000 Sterling, or £24,000 Scots. ¢ The world,”
he'says, ¢ has been my ‘idol, and the love of it, and covetousness the root
of much evil, and the Lord justlie may punish in this.”

The report of these Commissioners is given by Wodrow in his History ;*
but the cntire Minutes of the proceedings, with the several Depositions of
the persons accused of nonconformity, which Wodrow had not seen, are
preserved in Her Majesty’s General Register House, among the unbound
papers of the proceedings of the Privy Council.

But Wodrow in his account of these proccedings,® has subjoined some
further particulars, which, he says, were furnished to him by *a worthy
gentleman in Murray, upon whom the Reader may depend for the truth
of it;” part of which may be quoted : —

The Members of the Criminal Court which sat at Elgin of Murray, in the beginning
of the 1685, were the Earls of Errel and Kintore, with Sir George Monro, commonly
called Major-general. As soon as the Commissioners came to town, they caused erect a
new gallows ad ferrorem. Most of the presbyterians in this country were summoned
before them, the’ they had ne crimes to charge them with but absence from the kirk,
and being at Conventicles; none here having been at Bothwel, or in any thing termed
rebellion.

They fined the Laird of Brody, this Bredy’s Grandfather, in Forty-five thousand
Merks, merely upon his having a Conventicle in his house. That gentleman went to
Londen to get, if possible, some reasonable composition made for this fine : after much
pains and expenee he was forced-to give hond for Twenty-two thousand Merks to one
Colonel Maxwel, a papist, to whom that sum was paid, and the Colonel’s acknowledgment
of it is yet among the papers of that family.

Alexander Brody of Lethen in Forty thousand pounds, and a fifth part mere in case
it were not paid in a year. All they had against him was, that he would not depone he
had not heard a presbyterian minister preach. His fine was gifted to the Scots Popish

s Histox:iy of tho Snfferings, folio edit., b Ib., folio edit., vol. ii, p. 466; 8vo.
vol. ii, p. 464 ; 8vo. edit., vol. iv., p. 92. edit., vol. iv., p. 195.
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College at Doway ; and an adjudication was led against his estate, which yet stands in-
the Register of Adjudications. A composition was made, and a great sum paid to the
Earl of Perth; and this Lethen yet hath the Earl’s rcceipt, if I remember, for Thirty
thousand pounds, which he hath promised me to send to you, if needful.”

From the original Minutes, which supply a variety of information
relating to nonconformity in Morayshire, we learn that Brodie and his
wife appeared before the Court on the 3rd of I'ebruary., The following
is the registered record of their examination :—

Elgin, 3 February, 1685.

~—In presence of the Earls of Errol, Kintore, and Sir George Monro.

Loy Marr Ker, Lady Brodie, heing examined upon the libel, declares, she abstained
from the Church till September last, and that Mr. Alexander Dunbar was a servant in
their family, and has prayed and read the Scriptures there, when the Laird of Brodie has
been from home: Depones, he was a servant to the Lord Brodie, and was recommended by
him to the Laird, and that the Laird uses to cxercise in his own family himself when at
home : Depones, she has had no children baptized irregularly, since the Indemnity, nor
been at, nor heard Conventicles, nor entertained any vagrant preachers since that time.

5 February, 1685.

The Lady Brodie, being examined upon oath, depones to the truth of the above
written declaration in all points.
i Marie Kez.

3 February, 1635,

Jaues Brovie of that Ilk, being solemnly sworn upon the libel, depones, that since
the year 1679, he did not keep his parish church in Murray, but within thir two years. But,
he was seventeen or eightcen months at Edinburgh, and there he kept the kirk orderly:
Depones, when he was in Murray he was ticd to the attendance of his dying father, who
was sick a long time, and died about the end of the year 1680: Depones, Mr. Alexander
Dunbar was his father's servant, and was recommended to him by his father, and that
when he was from home, Mr. Alexander Dunbar went about family worship, but he
himself always used family worship in his own family when at home: Depones, he was
scquaint with Mr. Robert Martin, and saw him at Edinburgh about two years ago, and
never conversed nor corresponded with bim since, either by word or writ; only two year
and a half since he wrote to him from Edinburgh, desiring he might intercede with a
kinsman of his to forbear the using diligence against him for a sum of money he was
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resting to him ; Depones, he has not had a child since the Indemnity : Depones negative,
as to plotting, contributing money, corresponding with or favouring rebels, hearing and
concealing treason, and also as to all the other heads and articles of the libel: And "this
is the truth, as he shall answer to God.

Jas. Bropre.

It would be out of place to extract any other depositions from this
document, although it records the examination of some of Brodie’s friends,
and the punishment that was inflicted upon them ¢ for their own and their
wives delinquencies, irregularities, and disorders ;” but the result of thesc
tyrannical proceedings in regard to the fines which were imposed on the
Brodie family, may be quoted as possessed of some local or family interest.

11 February, 1685.
Earrs or Error, Kintore, axp Sir Georok MoxroE.

The Lords of the Committce of His Majesty’s Privy Council, in regard the Lady
Grant, confesses two years and a-half with drawing from ordinances, having and
keeping an unlicensed chaplain, hearing outed ministers preach several times, and that
the Laird of Grant confesses the keeping of the said unlicensed minister in his family,
and heariug an outed minister preach once, and pray several times,—They therefore fino
and amerciate the Laird of Grant for his own and his Lady’s delinquencies, irregu-
larities, and disorders, in the sum of 1lbs. 42,500 Scots mouney.

And, likcwise, having considered the depositions of Alexander Brodie of Lethen,
whereby he confesses nine house conventicles, and two years and more withdrawing, and
entertaining vagrant preachers,—They therefore fine and amerciate him in the sum of
1bs. 40,000 Scots money.

And, also, having considered the depositions of the Laird of Brodie, whereby he con-
fesses half a year's withdrawing, and the keeping an unlicensed chaplain, and the Lady
Brodie's deposition, whereby she confesses three years’ withdrawing, and more, after old
Brodie’s death, at which time they became heretors and masters of their oun family,—
They therefore fine and amerciate him for his own and his Lady's delinquencies, disorders,
and irregularities, in the sum of 1bs. 24,000 Scots money.

The Lords having considered the deposition of Francis Brodie of Milntoun, whereby
he confesses constant withdrawing from the ordinances since the Indemuity, except
three Sahbath days, and several house conventicles,—They therefore fine and amerciate
him in the sum of lhs. 10,000 Scots money.

The Lords having cousidered the deposition of Francis Brodie of Windiehills, whereby
he confesses threo house conventicles, and three years’ withdrawing, and the deposition
of Margaret Brodie, his wife, whereby she confesses withdrawing, and conventicles,—
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They therefore fine and amerciate the said Francis Brodie for his own and his wife's
delinquencies, disorder, and irregularities in the sum of 5,000 merks Scots money.

The Lords having considered the deposition of Mr. James Brodie in Kinloss, and
Anna Forret his spouse, whereby they confess hearing of conventicles, and in regard
they were formerly fined, and are no heritors,—They fine the said Mr. James for his own
and his wife's delinquences and disorders in the sum of 200 merks Scots money.

And ordains them to make payment of the said respective fines to his Majesty’s Cash
keeper betwixt and the first day of May next, to come under the penalty of being liable
to a fifth part more than the said respective fines.

It may be adcied, that David Brodie of Pitgounie was also severely
fined, and imprisoned in Blackness for fourteen months; when the Privy
Council in compliance with his petition, granted, March 30, 1686, order
and warrant for his liberation  upon caution under the penalty of £5,000
pounds Sierling to compear before the Council when called.” By the
sentence of the same Court at Elgin, 4th of February, Mr. John Stewart,
Mr. James Urquhbart, Mr. Alexander Dunbar, and Mr. George Meldrum
of Crombie, were banished his Majesty’s dominions, and ordained “to be
transported prisoners to the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, there to remain till
occasion be had for their transportation.” None however of these ministers
were transported. Stewart and Dunbar were imprisoned on the Bass, and
Urquhart and Meldrum in Blackness Castle, until the Revolution set all
such persons at liberty. .

James Brodie of Brodie died in March, 1708. His family consisting of
nine daughters, the estate of Brodie devolved on his cousin-german George
Brodie of Aslisk, who had moreover married the fifth danghter. We can-
not conclude these notices more appropriately than by giving the following
letter addressed by Brodie of Aslisk to his relation John Campbell of
Calder, at the time of his father-in-law’s death : —

Sie,

Your servant brought yow the lamentable news of the death of your dear
friend Brodie. God is humbling this familie. I wish we may learne to draw near to
him, that our end may be also blest in the Lord as his was. Sir, it was amongst his last
words to me that I might burie kim with his Ladic on the same day, and it is the opinion
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of his Children and other fricnds here to obey his commands; and I have sent this bearer

to you to know if the carriage of your coach be entire to carie one of them, or if in two or
three days you can make it so.

Wo have horse in abundance, but you would also informe us if you can lend us wheel
harnesing for two horse. You will be pleased to give us ane distinct accompt of this,
that we do not trust to your cariage and be disapoynted ; and if Kilravock or you do not
furnish us with a cariage, we will be necessitate to burie them separately.

You will show your sone Sir Archibald that he needs not come here to my Ladie’s
* buriall untill he gett new advertisement. . . .

Your affectionat coosing and most humble servant,
Brodie House, 5§ March, 1708. Geo. Bropie.*
To the Laird of Calder.

From this letter we learn that Lady Mary Brodie had predeceased her

husband only a few days, in mentioning the earnest desire he had expressed
that they might be buried on one and the same day. As they died full of

Christian faith and hope, it might truly be said of them that they * were
lovely and pleasant in their lives; and in their death they were not divided.”

1t only remains to add, that the Members of the SpaLpiNg CLUB are
under deep obligations to William Brodie of Brodie, Eisq., to whom the
Manuscript Diaries of his ancestor belong, for entrusting them in the
Seeretary’s hands so long until it should be found convenient to have the
present volume completed. It would have been very gratifying, had it
been possible, to have given a portrait of the elder Brodie, as one of the
remarkable men of lis age. For this purpose, some years ago, Mr. Stuart,
Secrctary, accompanied by Mr. Cosmo Innes, visited Brodie House to
examine the family portraits in the hope of discovering one of the writer
of the Diary. In this they failed, and all subsequent inquiries have proved
equally unsuccessful. .

DAVID LAING.
Edinburgh, 1862,

* The Book of the Thanes of Cawdor, Spalding Club, p. 406. ® 2 Sam. 1 23.
h
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The originals of the following letters are preserved in onc of the volumes
which belonged to Wodrow the Historian, and were purchased from his
representatives by the General Assembly, in 1742. They were not acces-
sible when the preceding Preface was in the Printer’s hands, but may now
serve as an Appendix, along with a Supplication from the Laird of Brodie,
and some Acts in his favour extracted from the unpublished Rescinded Acts
of Parliament; as they rclate to the depredations and losses he sustained,
and for which he probably never received compensation.

Remirr axent THE Laro of Bromie, 6 August, 1645,

Anent the Supplicatione givine in to the Estates of Parliament now presentlie con-
veened in the fourt Sessione of this first trienniall Parliament, be vertue of the last act of
the last Parliament haldine be his Majestie and their Estates in anne 1641 : Quhairef the
tennor fallowes :—My Lorpes and others of the Estates of Parliament, I, your Lordships.
servitor ALAXANDER Bronie of that Ilke, humblie meanes, That quher I am nather serie nor
ashamed to be broght before yow in ane caise so singular, it is not my fault that I suffer ;
for except it should be ¢allit a fault te serve God and yow, I know, besyde the Testimonie
I may have within my selfe, T may and am confident ¢f the Testimony of this henorable
Honse, that as they sitt heir with justice and reasone thane what I have or may syffer in
this caus in my persone and estate is for ane cause net les honorable and just thene is the
name and authoritie of this highe court. Not I, bot the priviledge of it, is more imediatlie
strickinc and hunted at. I intend net to make this ane Apelogie or introductiene to my
loises. That they sheuld at this tyme be thought upoun, it wer folie and shame to men-
tione it, quhill all the handes and estates you have is but enuch to defend the head. The
good success of your present intentiones is of mere value and will be dearer to any henest
Leart than a thousand of thair lyves. I make no mentione of burneing of houss, landes,
cerne yairds, spoyleing of geods and cattell ; I onlie crave what is in your hand to give,
and the giveing quhairof may weell augment but net diminish your Treasour or autho-
ritie. Your encmyes are skillfull to destroy. Amonges the rest in this commene calamity

the writes and evidentes quherby I have title to enjoy the small estate wherto I succeid are
" not in pairt hut whollie destroyed. I am, throughe this loise and distructione of writes,
evidentes, contractes, discharges, and otheres such lyke, cxposed te ane hundreth yea
many yeires troubles and pley. I have nething to ansuer if any thing be cleamed, thought
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never so unjustlie. I have no title to cleame nor aske from otheres, thought with never so
great reasone or justice. My inconveniences are moro is [than] I can reckone or ansner, and
they offer themselves to any judicious eye. I humblie accept this at the handes of God,
and not choise. I wonld be sorie to have distrustfull discontented thought; I resolved
before this with the loise of lyfe, and all ; thought this and all loises hade bene presented
to me and the cause to be entered wpon of new, I would thinke it ane great faintness or
wiekednes to be cold or Iy by. Tho I should thairby preserve all, I lay doune all I have
at youi‘ feet ; I cannot escape false and unjust persutes if you bar them not; and if yow
make not my escape I cannot bot perishe. My humble desyre is, That as the constancie
and eonfidence of your servant is come to view, so it may please your Lordships to pas
some act of favor for my securitie, not only in my land and heritadge, mylne and mul-
tors ; but to shoot the door aganes all actionés and persutes which npoun this occasione
may be intendit, or heirtofor has bene depending againes me, quherin I am heavilie pre-
judged in the probatione of my laufull defenss, by the hurneing of my writtes and evi-
dentes. And if your Lordships pressing effaires for the publict doe not spair so much
tyme for takeing my desyre to consideratione, I humbly desyre that your Lordships would
be pleased to remitt the desyre of your Servant ather to ane partienlare committee, or to
the Committee of Estates, to be appoynted to sitt efter the dissolveing of this present
Sessione of Parliament, to do thercin as they shall think fitting, for secureing me in maner
foirsaid, and according as I shall particularly remonstrat to the said Committee my par-
ticular sufferinges and prejudices, throw the burneing of. my saides writtes and evidentes,
at said is, as the Supplicatione proportes: Quhilke Supplicatione being red and considered -
be the saidis Estates of Parliament, the saidis Estates hes remitted, and heirby Remittes and
recommendes the samene, and desyre therof above specifeit.

To the Committic of Estates, to be taken in consideratione be them, with power to
them to determine, and to doe thairin as they shall thinke expedient.*

Axrexanoer Bropie or Bropie 1o MR. RoBerr Douornas.
Reverend and much respected,

Iff your avocations had not drawen you away, and great distance had not
impeded, I would have visited yow more frequently then I have done. Althogh thes parts
be overspread with a dark cloud, yet it would lighten our burden to heare that the Lord’s
caus were prospering elsewher.

Onl[e] off the greatest mountains that I have scine is tumbling southward, and seims te
stopp our desyr'd Peace, even (when in our thoghts) it was at the up-taking. I know not
what your opinion will be off it, but to the end yow may be resolu’d I have sent yow a
Remonstranc emitted by the B. of Seaforth. Pretending good to the kingdome, he has
drawen in some honest men, who, out of. ther simplicitic and ther desyre of Peace, have
gone alongst in subscriving this oath. Ministers some at the contriving consented to it,

* Unprinted Acts of Parliament, 1645, fol. 286,
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and resolu’d some scrupling minds that it was lawfull ; other ministers are threatned : all
is on fyre on eury side. I will not ripp up the immodest articls insinuating injustice on
the Parliament, nor will I examin the oath, and compare it with the articls off our
latest leaug and covenant, which as it leaves out soe it contraries. Laying all this asyd to
your more judicious examination, I only desyr and beseich yow most humbly to advert
and look to the comsequences off it. I desyre not only to knew in private what your
opinion is anent it ; but efter you have consulted with the Lords of Committee, examin’d
the grounds ef state policie, and learn’d what they know heiranent, then let this part of
the kingdome know what is the mind off the Commission of the Generall Assembly.

T belciue your letters from the Commission to the Earl off Seaforth would he of great
authoritie. I know your letters to the Presbyteries would keipe off ministers from sub-
scriving ; your admonitions would confirm the weak, and reclaime them who, out oft a
meire honest simplicitie, hav suffer’d themselves to be ledd away vpon the fair colourabl
hopes of Peac, which was promis’d to insue. I need not request yow to use meiknes;
your wisdome is great to restore hones that are out of joynt.

Iff yow think it not worth the looking to, or if the wys committe shall bidd yow
forbeare, if they and yow think that it may produce some good effect, I will not, for my
life, censure the means, but suspend and correct my rashnes on your information.

But it is growing ; iff it spread farr, the danger is the greater; use your counsels, and
applie your remedies tymly, if yow would have the Lodie or the members safe.

Iff yow direct som generall letters to any particular men of place, such as E. Suther-
land, L. Lovat, &ec., we shall tak a care to spread and convoy them safely. Sir, yow need
not mak more vse of my name then yow think meit ; not that I think shame or feare, for
(except my lyf) man can doe noe more to me. Truly I.mak litl count of all men, if 1
may get the way of Christ follow'd and adher'd to.

T must lykwys let yow know a passage off the Gordouns expedmon they and Huntly
hav bein now I3 weeks in Murray, and hav left neither to eat, nor sow, nor plogh in
many places, wher they reaceau’d not obedienc. Ther whell tym and pains was taken vp
with beseidging the hous of Leathin, belonging to ane unel of myne, quher (except my
self and very few more, for the Garison of Invernes call’d me heire to attend them, althogh
truly I am lit] profitahl in any place of the world), ther I say all my freinds were taking
shelter. When all the amunition was spent, and noe hop of relicf (althogh often was the
armie advertiz’d and requir'd), at last having kill’d many of the enemie in severall assaults,
they wer forc'd to come vnder parlic aud surrender. Upon a band off money to he pay’d to
the Lord Huntly, in cace he conform’d not to his Majestic’s service, the Lard was restor'd
to his hous and all that is in it, and has sinc that tyme furnish’d and fortified himself for
a longer seidg, if God be with him. Now in this parlie, Mr. Joseph Brodie my uncl,
throgh the vehement importunitic, and the pressing necessiti off the peor heseidg'd people,
was employ’d to mak such conditions with the enemie as might consist with a good con-
scienc and the covenant, they hoping that he also might attain them better conditions
then any other. Now, as himself has wrytten to yow, we desyr to know what your judg-
ment is anent the capitulation, and Mr, Joseph’s communing with the enemie. In truth,
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I dee confess, althogh the Lord humbl’d them in bringing them to that cxtremitie (which
nothing else could perswad them to), yet they being free of engadgment, or the least
concuranc with the enemie in ther purposes, I cannot censure the Act in such a cace as
this. Your opinion will much satisfie both him and them: I know, however, you will put a
favourabl construction on it, for I will he bold to saye ther was never man more avers
from them, or ther wayes, or had less favour of them than he and we all have.

I have wearied yow with so larg a letter ; I will end with the occasion off my wryting
to yow, that you delay no tyme untill yow return your answear and such counsell as is
meit for soe perilous a tyme. My lord Crawfourd will inform you more. Iff you desyre
me to wryt to yow off other things as they occurr, I shall obey yow heirafter. In the
meantym tak information from this bearer of particuldrs, and urge a relief to this place
from the Committe, for it is in noe less then in daunger to be lost, iff it be not releiu’d or
strenthend. It is the most considerable pass in the kingdom, as affairs stand. Iff yow will
tak pains to inform me of the success off our synod, and the Treatie, and our Armies in
England, I shall sympathiz with yow in holding up ther condition to God, who (I know)
will bring about his glory and ther deliverance and Peace thregh all thes croc cvents, which
in his Providenc he suffers us to meit withall. That God may accomplish this, and may
in the mean tym vpheld us all, and counsell yow, and bless your counsels, shall be the
humble and vnfein'd prayer of,

your verie asur'd and ever oblidg'd

Brother and servant,
Invernes, 10 March, 1646. Ax. Brone.*

Ffor the Right Revcrend and my much respected Mr. Ropert Dovoras, minister
of &od’s word at Edinburgh, and Moderatour of the Gencral Assembly of
Scotland.

The Remonstrance or Band, alluded to in the preceding letter was framed
by George, Earl of Scaforth, and consisted of seven articles, the first of
which contained an invitation to the King to come to Scotland. It was pre-
sented to the Committee of Estates in March, 1646, The Commission of
the Geeneral Assembly emitted a declaration against it on the 30th of the
same month, “ Meanwhile Seaforth had an army of 5000 for to effectnate

* The following is a fac-simile of Lothian's possession, printed in the above

Brodie’s _signature ; which corresponds  pages—
exactly with the letters in the Marquess of
r o Vize
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the ends contained in his Remonstrance.” On the 13th of June following,
the General Assembly passed an ordinance for excommunication of the Earl
of Seaforth, not ouly for having himself subscribed, but for having seduced
and threatened others to subsecribe ¢ that perfidious Band made and con-
trived in the North, under the name of ¢ An humble Remonstrance, against
our Nationall Covenant, and the League and Covenant of the three King-
doms ;’ hoasting also the pursuance of that his Remonstrance against all
deadly the opposers thereof, whether King or Parliament.”

Vigesimo Septimo Martij, 1647.

RaTiFicaTiON IN FAVORS OF THE Laiep or Brome.

The Estates of Parliament, now conveend in this sext session of the first trienniall
Parliament, Ratifies, approves, and confermis the act or decreit of the Committie of the
Estates of Parliament given and pronuncit be them at Edinburgh vpon the twentie day
of Maij, j™ vi® fourtie sex yeirs, in favors of Alexr, Brodie of that Ilk, finding and
declaring him, his airs and successors, to be frie from all action and execution quhilks
may be clamed or execute against them be quhatsomevir persones dwelling within the
Sherefdomes of Invernes, Narne, and Elgine, being than within the cuntrie the tyme of
the vsing of the citatiounes mentioned in the foresaid decreit, given aganis them, and
quharupon the said decreit proceidit, for the eauss and rcasones respective mentioned in
the aforesaid decreit, as the samen, of the date abonewritten, in the selfe mair fullie beiris,
in all and sundrie the headis, articles, clauss, conditions, and provisions respective,
specifeit in the foresaid decreit, and conforme to the tenor therof in all points: And
declares this present Ratification tharof to be alse valeid, effectuall, and sufficient, as if
the foresaid act or decreit abonementioned wer insert verbatim heirintill, Quheranent,
and anent all defectis and imperfeetions of the samen, The Estates heirby dispenss for
evir: And also the saidis Estates declares that the foresaid act or decreit abonementioned,
of the twentie day of Maij, j™ vi° and fourtic sex yers, and this Ratificatioune tharof,
sall nawyis be extendit aganis Niniane Dumbar of Grangehill, nor his airs and successors,
nor aganis anie richtis of multours, nor aganis anie uther richtis, indentors, actions, or
uther writtis or securities personall or reall, perteining or competent to him for himselfe,
or as air or appeirand air to anie of his predeccssors.®

* Bow's Life of Robert Blair, pp. 180, g Ungrinted Acts of Parliament, 1647,

181, ¢ p. 501,
b Peterkin's Records of the Kirk, p. 445.
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Vigesimo Septimo Martij, 1647,

RaTIFrcATIOUNE 1N [Avors or THE Lamp or Brobix.

The Estates of Parliament, now conveend in this sext session of the first trienniall
parlinment, taking to their consideration that the Kingis Majestie, with consent of his
Hienes Thesanrer principall, and Thesanrer deput, and remanent Lordis of exchecker, by
virtue of the act of the Committie of Estates haveing full pewer from the parliament to
that cffect, granted in favors of ArexanpERr Brobik of that Ilk, Hes by his Hicnes chartar
vnder the great seall (conteining ane gift de novo damus therintill), disponed vate the
said Alexander his airs male and assigneyis heritablie, vpon his awne resignation, all
and haill the landis and barrenie of Brodie, comprehending the particular landis and
teindis therinspecifeit, erected of old in anc frie barronie, called the barronie of Brodie,
lyand in the parochine of Dyke, and shercfdome of Elgine and fforres ; all and haill the
toune and landis of Greiship and Bronns crook, with the pertinentis, lyand within the
parechine of fforres and sherefdome foresaid ; all and haill the kirk landis of Dyck, with
the brew seats and brew landis therof, with all the liberties, priviledges, pairtis, pendicles,
and pertinentis belonging to the saidis landis, barronie, and others contenit in the said
chartar, and off all and sundrie the teind sheavis of the landis and barronie of Brodie and
uthers, at mair lenth contenit in the said chartar, as the samen, of date the ancht day of
Julij, j™ vi° and fourtic sex yeirs, mair fullic proportis: And herewith also considering
the trueth and rcalitic of the groundis and causs quhervpen the foresaid chartar was
granted, and quhervpon the act therein mentioned, of the twentic sevint of September,
J™ vi® & fourtie five yeirs, did preceid, Thairfore the Saidis Estates or PARLIAMENT hes
ratified, approven, and confirmed, and doe heirby ratific, approve, and confirme the fore-
said chartar and infeftment abonementioned, with the instrument of saising following
thervpon, togither with the act and groundis quhervpen the same proceidit, in the haill
headis, articles, clanss, conditions, and vthers therin contenit, and interponis the authoritie
of Parliament thercto : And ffindis and declarcs this generall Ratification therof te be
alse valeid and effectuall as if the same wer at lenth word by word insert heirintill,
Quheranent the Estats dispenss: And also findis and declares that the chartar, infeft-
ment, and others foresaidis, with this present Ratificatione therof, ar, and salbe gude,
valeid, and sufficient richtis to the said Alexr. Brodic of that Ilk, and his foresaids, for
bruiking and posessing of the foresaids landis, batronies, teindis, and uthers therin speci-
feit, in all tym comeing, conforme to the tenors therof respective: And findis and declares
that tac certificationne of improbationne or reduction salbe granted for not production of
anie of the principall prier infeftmentis, richtis, and evidentis of the landis, and ethers
specifeit in the said chartar and infeftment abonewrittin, in respect the samen wer burnt
and destroyed by rebells and enemies of this Kingdome, at the tyme of the burning of
his hous of Brodie, as is instructed by the said act of the Committie of Estates and
probatioune ressaved.* '

* Unprinted Acts of Parliament, 1647, P. 501, b.
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Decimo quinto Martij, 1649.

ACT 1IN PAVOURIS OF THE LAmp or Brobie.

The Estates of Parliament, having taken to their consideratioune the supplicatioune
given in to thame be the Laird of Brodie for himselff, and in name of his mother, and
the relict and bairnes of vmquhile Coleine Campbell of Axthneseir, and Alexr. Dowglas
of Spynie, and Marie Innes, his mother, Desyreing that the Parliament wald apprave
their act maid in favouris of these wha hes their landis brunt and waisted by the bar-
barous rebellis, by exeming of thame frome all publick dewis, and the samen maid
effectuall to thame, according to the probatioune led, and the yeeres therin contenit, And
to discharge Collectoris and vtheiis frome uplifting of the samyne, or troubleing thame
therfoir, Togidder with the reporte maid be Sir Williame Scott of Clerkingtoune and
Johne Dicksone of Hairtrie, to whome the said supplicatoune wes remitted, wherby they
fand it instructit be Actis of the Committec of Estates, subscryved be Sir Archibald
Prymrose their clerk for the tyme, That the heretoris of brunt and waisted landis sould
have deductioune of the mantenance and vther publick dewis, and be exemptit fra all
payment therof, according as thair landis are brunt and waisted in haill or in pairt:
The Saidis Estates of Parliament approves and allowes of the said Reporte, and ordaines
the benefeit of the foirsaid act to be extendit in favouris of the said Laird of Brodie, and
his mother, and the relict and bairnes of the said vinquhile Coline Campbell, And als[o]
in favouris of the said Alexr. Dowglas of Spynic, and Marie Innes, his mother, ffor all
bygane taxt and loane, and for the seven monethis mantenance whilk wes first granted :
And thairfore the saidis Estates of Parliament heerby dischairges all Collectoris, snb-
collectoris, and vtheris intromettoris with the public dewis, to vplift the samyne, or to
trouble and molest the saidis Supplicantis for the scven monethis mantenance foirsaid.*

The following letters are connected with the proceedings of the Scottish
Commissioners in their negociations with Charles the Second in Holland,

May, 1650.
Stz Joun Smirn To Mr. Roperr Dovaras.

Reverend Sir,—It hes pleased the Lord in his merci to grant us evident demonstra-
tiones of his kyndnesse in everi thing conduceable for our journey. And in these things
for establishement of religion and lawes quhat lenth we ar cum I doubt not, Sir, bot yow
hav had the particulers from diverse hands. Wee have reason to blise God for quhat is
doine. And as we hav fund the return of your and God’s people’s prayers, as I hairtili
wish yow wold continou, That the Lord wold extricat him {the King] out of evil com-
pani, and the mani dificulties he is yet involved in. , The mouthes of mani wilbe oppea

* Unprinted Acts of Parliament, 1649.
i
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and mak conclusiones to themselfs as [if] all wer doin; and thereby occasion our wigilant
adversaries be sea and land to look to our motiones. The Lord quho as it wer, caryed ws
in eglis wings in our woyage heer, and made his creatures sensibli to concurr thervato.
Ther is no les (if not more) nead now to wrestle with the Lord day and night that ther
and our return may hav the same safe convoyance. I conceaved at our depairtour that
monoyes had cum alongs for suppli of his [Majes]tie’s effaires, which wold hav cum weri
seasonabli, if his personale and domestick wants wer alse weel knoen at home as to others
your servands heer. The publicq credit is not adverted to at home, which maks it of
smale waleu heer; and throw disapoyntments in Holland hes occasioned Provest Jafrey
and my cuming hither yisternight. Thes we ar to speak with heer hes smale will to the
work in regard of former disapoyntments We ar presentli to meet with them. I had
the honor to speak with the K[ing] yisterday, and did represent to him how that wicked
man in the north (Montrose ?) his inconsiderable appearance ther wold mak a diversion of
Da. Lesselic’s forces, and therhy in cace of any southerne incursiones indauger his now, (?)
London, Edinburgh, and Leath. He seamed to relish extream weel that expression and
said that ther was sum present course layd doun for recalling that wicked one’s pretendit
commission. I sould be sori yow hav not ane exprese from heer. He is not cum yet.
This for my exoneratione at your hands, however yow hav all fra better hands. My best
respects rememberit to your wyf. I cease, and remaines, Your affectionate freind to serv
yow,
J. Swrrn,
Camphear, ,2; Maij, 1650.

For his Reverend Pastor, Mr. Roserr Douvaras, these.

Mge. Jorn Livinastrone axp Mgr. Georor HorcuesoNe 1o Dovaras.

Reverend and loving Brother,—When wee wrote last unto yow by Mr. James
Dalrymple we did not expect to have bin so long detained as that we should have needed
to have written again. But it pleases the Lord so to retard matters, as that wee could
uot hitherto get off. We ate dailie made to expect that wee shall remove from this
place, bnt (whether through want of preparation or of resolntion, we will not determine)
it is probable it may be a good while ere all be readie. We have diverse times bin
made to consult ahout onr oun comming away, but have not as yet found it convenient
8o to do; but if matters foreslow as they are like to do, it is like wee may resume some
guch regolution. Wee know we need not put yow in minde to take notice of all nego-
tiations from hence (for some ar gone over whose earand we know not), and that matters
heer ar promised to us (and that with such deserts as yee will observe in the papers), but
not performed : which we have told the King was only that which his subjects their can
build any thing upon. Yee will receive herfe] inclosed a double of the paper we gave in
yesterday to the King, which wee think shall be onr last addresse. We blesse the Lord
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that hath appeared for his people against that execrable traitor. The Lord keep Scotland
from provoking him to take away their strength and shaddow from them! To his
grace wee commend yow, and are, Your verie loving brethren,

Jo. Livixosrone.
Breda, May 34, 1650. G. HorcuESONE.

Qur brother, Mr, James Wood, is this day gone abroad on some private bussinesse of
his oun and the Colledge of Saint Andrewes, so that he could not with us salute yow.

For our Reverend and Loveing Brother, Mr. Ronerr
Dougras, Minister at LEdinburgh.

In his letter to Mr. Robert Douglas, and repeatedly in his Diary, Brodie
makes allusion to the sufferings and losses sustained by his uncle, Alexander
Brodie of Lethen, in those evil times, from the Marquess of Montrose and
the Marquess of Huntly. The account which Brodie of Lethen himself
has given of his sufferings and losses may here be quoted, as contained
in a petition or petitions, presented by him to the Estates of Parliament,
the substance of which is engrossed in an Act of Parliament in his favour,
dated the 27th of March, 1647. It may be added that Alexander Brodie
of Lethen died previous to June 4, 1673, at which date his son Alexander
was served his heir.

.

The Estates of Parliament, having taken to their consideratioune the several supplica-
tiounes given in to thame be Alexr. Brodie of Lethen, Beareing that he out of his affec-
tioune to the good caus, in Anno 1643 yeeics, lent to the puhlict the soume of two hun-
dreth pundis sterling, whereof, as zit, he had never receaved any payment principall nor
annuels: Lykeas, in the yeere 1645, his hous of Lethen was beseidged be James Grahame
and his adherents, wha, not able to prevaill, brunt his haill barnes, barneyairdis, and
cornes, plunderit the haill insight and plenishing of his baronie, and took away eight
hundreth oxin and kyne, eighteine hundreth sheepe and goates, two hundreth horses and
meares : Lykeas therefter the laite Marques of Huntlie, and his sones, with two thousand
tute and horse, beseidged the supplicantis hous of new, he the space of twelff weekis,
Wha, being dissapoynted and inraged throw the loss of many of their men, at last did
vtterlie burne over againe the said supplicant his haill landis, Whervpone their wes abone
the uumber of eight seoir persons, and left not ten of them to remain vpone the saidis
landis: And about half a yeere therefter, the Hielanders took away all that wes left vpone
the ground: And the Supplicantis losses being valued extendit to ffourscoir fifteine thou-
sand thriescoir pundis: Whilk being represented to the Estates of Parliament in Anno
1647, they ordained the said Supplicant to have ten thousand pundis for his subsistance,
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and interteaning the garriesone in his house: And lastlie, the Supplicant haveing
plenished sume of his boundis, the enemies, for his refuisall to concurr in the laite un-
lawfull ingadgment, did eat up and destroy his haill cornes, plundered of new againe
his haill nolt and bestiall, and left the land in worse conditioune nor it wes before : And
thairfore supplicating T'hat some effectuall way might be fund ffor payment of the said
ten thousand pundis, and some course might be taken for keeping of the gariesone within
hig house, and for the Supplicantis encouragement to continew constant in the guid cans,
That the saidis Estaites of Parliament might dispone to him the bailliarie of the
regalitic of Kinlose, which belongit of befoir to the lait Marques of Huntlie: And alse
craveing exemptione of putting out of horse or foote out of his lands, seing they are yet
totallie waist: . . . Whilkis being heard and considdered be the Committie for the
commoune burdingis and losses to sic and consider the samyne and instructiounes thereof,
whilk being reported to the Parliament, The saidis Estates of Parliament findis that
there is restant vnpeyed to the said Alexr. Brodie of Lethen the sonme of fourteine
thousand merkis of the fyftene thousand merkis contenit in the said act, and for his
more cffectual payment thereof, gives power to the said Supplicant to cite, persew, and
call any persones wha fallis vnder the ecompas of the act of Class[es], to be fined

till he be payed of the said fourteine thousand markis for his present subsistance

and till farder reparationne of his losses.

The other prayers of his petition granted.

The bailliaric of Kinloss, mentioned in the above unprinted Act of
Parliament, had fallen into the bands of the listates of Parliament in con-
sequence of the sentence of forfeiture which had been pronounced against
the Marquis of Huntly.



CORRECTIONS.

In the Preface, I should have notieed at p. xvi., that the Laird of Brodie had other two

brothers, Jangs, referred to in 1652, at p. 22 of his Diary, and Jomw, whose
burial, 22nd of November, 1672, is recorded at p. 336.

Page. Line.

22,
25,
26,
27,
39,
44'
59,

60,
87,
104,

109,
125,

174,

239,
245,

19, after church fellowship delefe the
eomma.

24, for Time reaa James.

20, for tha read that.

4, for belief read behalf.

11, for sifters read sisters.

33, for unfavouriness read unsavouri-
ness,

4, for ound read found.

foot-note, delefe the words *“Minister
in New England,” after Hudson's
name. His work was in answer
to some of the New England
ministers.

note * for David Brodie read James
Brodie.

14, for sleep read slip.
29, for Protester’s read Protesters.

delete foot-note, and substitute the
following : — Alexander Douglas
of Spynie, son of Alexander
Douglas of Spynie, Bishop of
Murray. He was served heir to
his father, January 5,1654. (In-
quis. Retor. Abhrev. Elgin and
Murray, no. 97.) He died pre-
vious to July 27, 1690, at which
date his son William Douglas of
Eagleshaw was served heir to him.
(Ibid., no. 156.)

24, for go read so.

25, for tos itt read to sitt.

32, for oid read oi’s.

32, for It moved mind to the minis-
ter, read It was moved to the
minister. L

note ® for Mary read St. Mary.

18, T read , should be 1 read Car-
riffa,—The work referred to is
probably Carlo Carafa’s work en-
titled “ Commentaria de Germania
sacra restaurata sub summis PP.
Gregorio XV. et Urbano VIII.
regnante Aug. et piis™ Imp. Fer-
dinando II. Coloniz Agrippinz,
1639.” 8vo.

Page. Line.

290,
306,

308,
313,
354,

382, .

398
401,

413,
414,

417,

419,
440,

494,

foot-note, delete the words “who had
married Brodie’s mother, and”

delete the foot-note * and substitute
Joseph Brodie was a younger
brother of the Laird’s. His first
wife, Christian Baillie of Jervis-
wood, died in 1661, as noted at
p. 606. His second wife, Isabel
Dundas, is the person who is here
referred to ; she survived her hus-
band as we find from his eonfirmed
testament, 16th February, 1682.

3, “the brue hous:” at page 279 it
is ealled “ the bakhous.”

foot-note * for 6 May, 1673, read
1671.

30, for Achinedden read Achmedden.

29, for Balbegue read Balbegno.

4, after daughter, insert a ecomma in-

stead of a full point.

8, for Drum, read Drum[mond]: the
person meant is Lieutenant Gene-
ral William Drummond.

8, for Chines read Chives.

31, for Tho. Chines, [one] of Moor-
toun’s sons,” read *Tho. Chives
of Moortoun’sson.” Thomas Chives
of Moortoun was the father: his
son here mentioned was Alex-
ander, as appears from the fol-
lowing entry by Brodie in the
table of contents annexed to the
volume: *“21 June, 1679. My
grand-daughter Mari Dumbar was
married to Alr. Chives of Mor-
toun.”

foot-note ® for Archibald, &e., read
William Forbes of Putachie, eldest
son of, &e.

30, for Staton read Seaton.

34, for “1waschalenged by ——," read
“1 was chalenged by Siddie.”
Kenneth M‘Kenzie of Siddie is
the person intended.

1, and p. 497, line 9, for Eagelsham
read Eagelshaw.
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lege of Juftice in 1650 and 1658 (an
Office he accepted the laft Time after
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THE PUBLISHER TO THE READER.

honourable family in the County of Murray, in the North of
Secotland. He lived in times of great trouble and confusion.
In 1648, his native country was divided into two parties, very
violent in their opposition one to the other. The strict Preshy-
terians, headed by the Marquis of Argyll, were uiterly against
having anything to do with the Cavaliers in Duke Hamilton’s
expedition. The Hamiltonian party were in ‘effect for restoring
the King without any terms, though they pretended a great veneration for the Covenant.
These were, by the other, afterwards called Malignants or Engagers. There were some
indifferent to either side. After Dunbar fight, the Scots were divided, and split into
many parties and factions. The ruling party was that whieh was for the King and Kirk;
though these were again subdivided into Resolutioners and Protesters. The Resolutioners
were 8o called from their adhering to those resolutions which were past by the Committee
of Estates and the Commissioners of the Kirk, that those who had made defection, or had
hitherto been too backward in the work, ought to be admitted to make profession of their
repentance ; and then, after such profession made, might, in the present extremity, be
admitted to defend and serve their country. Against these Resolutions some of those two
bodies protested; who, together with those who adhered to them, were called the
Protesters. They alledged that to take in men of known enmity to the cause, was a sort
of betraying it, because it was putting it in their power to betray it: that to admit them
to a profession of repentance was a profanation and mocking of God; for that it was
manifest they were willing to comply with those tetms, though against their conscience,
only that they might get into the army: and that they could not expeet the blessing of

God upon an army so coustituted. These proceedings gave rise to another faction, which
B
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prevailed chiefly in the Western counties, where a great many met, and formed an
association apart, as well against the King and the defection in the Kirk-party, as against
the English army of Sectaries. These were called Remonstrators, from their publishing a
remonstrance against all the proceedings in the late treaty with Charles IL. when, as they
said, it was visible by the Commission he granted to Montrose, and when he took the
Covenant they had reason to believe he did it with a resolution not to maintain it ; since,
in his whole deportment and private conversation, he discovered a secret enmity to the
work of God. They imputed the shameful defeat at Dunbar to their prevaricating in
these things; and concluded, that therefore, according to the declaration of Kirk and
State, August 13th, 1650, they disclaimed all the sin and guilt of the King and his house,
both old and new, and that they could not own him nor his interest in the state of the
quarrel betwixt them and the cnemy, against whom they were to hazard their lives.
It seems the Protesters, several of them at least, fell in afterwards with such sentiments
as these. For in the conference betwixt them and my Lord Brodie (under June 3rd, 1653)
which is truly curious, ’tis plain, that as thcy were for taking none to defend the nation
but good men, and such as were of their own prineiples, so they would have no King but
one of that character. Our excellent author has manifestly the better of them at that
argument, and shews that their scheme, how desirable soever, was far from being feasible.
There was another party in the North, who were purely for the King, without any
regard to the Kirk.

Thus were the Scots divided among themselves, and their animositics grew higher and
higher, till they became a prey to Cromwell, who kept them in absolute subjection ; and,
as that excellent person (Mr. Leighton) had foreseen, their Kirk-judicatories, which they
were 50 eager to maintain, were dissolved. These things were to the good Lord Brodie
(for so he is still named) subjects of many sad and serious thoughts, and made him
earnest in prayer to God, that he might be directed what part to act or take amidst these
differences and confusions of the time.

The different opinions which then prevailed concerning Toleration and the Magistrate’s
power circa sacra, led him to enquire into thosc two difficult subjects. On the former,
he had read with great care Edwards and Rutherfoord, from both which authors he made
excerptions, which are written out with his own hand in his Diary-book. In one place he
scems doubtful how far toleration was to be cxtended ; and, in another, seems to be of
opinion that only those Independents were to be tolerated that held the fundamental
truths in the Confession of Faith. As to the magistrate’s power over the ministers of the
Church, he thought the Civil magistrate might, at least, take away the stipend from such
as were immoral, and banish them the kingdom.
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Neither the English Government, nor their worship, was to his mind. He saw too inte
the unevenness of the conduct of some of the chief ministers of the Church of Scetland ;
yet he had not the weakness to be prejudiced against religion on that account, but
entertained a deep coneern for them when threatened with any thing that was straitning,
as particularly with being silenced if they continued to pray for the King.

Before Scotland was reduced hy the English, our author had been considered as a person
of great abilities; for he was one of the Commissioners sent by the Seottish Parliament
into Holland to treat with King Charles II. in 1649 and 1650, in the latter of which
years he was made one of the Senators of the College of Justice, being thirty-three years
old.

My Lord Bredie was averse to Cromwell's usurpation, and observed and lamented very
gross corruptions both in Church and State, as great as before. Se that when Cromwell
sent him a letter or citation, which he received 17th June, 1653, to come to London July
4th, that year, he sat the summons, and did net enter again upen the Session till 1658,
the year in which Cromwell died, and even then after much resistance and reluctance.
It required no small degrees of resolution te be able, for so long a time, to withstand the
temptation from the terror of sequestration on the one hand, and premiscs of favour and
the solicitation of friends on the other. It appears there past several letters betwixt him
and Provost Jaffray on that subjeet. The inclinations, and affections, and passions, are
difficult to be overcome. In some temptations they are partieularly violent, and some-
times successful against the best resolutions. That the temptation here was very strong,
is evident from Cromwell’s being dreaded, net only by the inhabitants of Britain whom
he had subdued, but in general by all the world. Cardinal Mazarine, Prime Minister of
France, durst not deny him anything, and would change eountenance when he heard Lim
named, 5o that it past into a proverb in France that Mazarine was not so much afraid of
the Devil as of Oliver Cromwell. No wender then that my Leord Bredie sheuld eall
Cromwell’s letter, commanding him to accept of employment under him, the Goliath, the
strongest and greatest temptation; and that, after a refusal of about five year's ‘continuance,
he should yield at last. Cremwell is much eommended for secking out capable and ’
worthy men for all employments, more particularly for the Courts of Law, and his insisting
so much on Brodie's accepting a Judge’s place in the Court of Session, is an evidence,
if therc were no other, of the capacity and integrity of the latter.

I'm sorry the Journal of this excellent person should appear in public under the dis-
advantage of being imperfect ; for it is plain from this that he wrote another Diary-book.
I hope, whoeever is possessed of it, if it be extant, will not deny the public so valuable «

present. It would, in all probability, shed light upon seme passages of that dark period
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of our history, and no doubt let us further into the Author’s life and character, However,
from what we have, which fell very accidentally into my hands, we may venture to
describe our Author’s piety, recommending it as an example to others for their imitation,
in the following manner.

By a careful observing of the tendencies of his constitution, he discovered what
temptations needed most to be provided against. He was of a sweet and gentle
disposition, of a natural easiness of temper, which, as it has its disadvantages in exposing
to danger from the impressions of ill company, so it gave this truly good man no small
advantage for recommending religion to those with whom he conversed. He was well
beloved and well spoke of by every hody ; and even this set him on his guard.

As be studied his own temper, and which way that most naturally and readily carried
him, so he was careful in reviewing his state and actions, whether the one was gracious,
and the other done from right principles and to good ends. e frequently contemplated
the establishing motives of Christianity, and, by that means, made sure of the goodness
of his state; and by prayer, and frequent reviews of the grounds of his faith, confirmed
his hope in the Gospel.

He was easily and suitably affected with his own Spiritual concerne, had his senses
exercised and ready to discern both good and evil, and was quick at discerning duty and
danger, wants and distempers, the way in which he ought to go, and the temptations in
his way. His heart would smite him upon recollecting a rash and passionate expression
or a proud thought, and favoured no known sin, and counived at the omissiou of no plain
duty.

He made it his business to acquaint himself with the Word of God, and paid a ready
and reverential subjection to the Divine authority in it, captivating every thought to the
obedience of Christ. He was afraid of doing any thing which he doubted to be disagree-
able to the Word of God, aud was impressed suitably to the several parts of truth
proposed to him out of it. This particularliy appears from his recording the substance of
some of Mr. Hutchison’s sermons he had heard, and his own meditations on several
passages of Seripture, which are truly ravishing, such as those on Isa. viii. 12, x. 5,
xxiv. 18, &e., on Psal. xxxii. 8, lxxviii. 40, and Prov. xxviii. 20. His Meditations on
the English destroying his planting, in the way of those of the pious Bishop Hall and
Sir Robert Boyle, are also very edifying. He compared his heart and life with the Word
of God, as one suspicious that he may have offended, and yet truly desirous not to offend.

Like David, he was jealous of more sin in himself than he particularly knew. The
remains of sin dwelling in him, though he had hopes that no sin had the dominion, gave

him no small uneasiness. The law in the members warring against the law in the mind,
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the flesh lusting against the spirit,” often occasioned such a complaint as that of the
Apostle, “ O wretched man that I am,” &c. Even suspicion of guilt would carry him to the
Mercy-seat to supplicate mercy. He durst not indulge himself in any thing he appre-
hended displeasing to God, though ever so common, or passing among men for a trifle;
“ abstained from the very appearance of evil;”  watched and prayed that he might not enter
into temptation ;” was careful “ not to make provigion for the flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof,”
“and kept his heart with all diligence.”

He was desirous to understand the voice of God in his providences, and endeavoured
that his own temper and behaviour might comport with the providences he was under
whether prosperous or afflictive. Under favourable Providences, he was afraid of abusing
Divine mercies, lest he should grow secure and forgetful of his dependence on God, or his
Spirit become vain and worldly, or he should put the evil day far from him, or give in to
any criminal indulgence of his appetites, or be lifted up with pride. He entertained an
awful fear at the apprehension of God’s judgments, even when they were at a distance ; and
much more when God’s hand was visibly stretched out, or when there were many moral
signs that God was making a way for his anger. -Then the particular prospect of calami-
ties approaching excited him to prepare suitably to meet his God.

All that he had was sincercly consecrated to the honour of God ; and every thing in his
conduct that might occasion the name of God to be blasphemed, he guarded against, as
willing te hazard his own honour or interest, or life itself, if God might but be glorified.
He chiefly lamented the dishonour done to God by sin in himself and others, and mourned
for the abominations done in the land, which he could not help, but was ready to bear tes-
timony against in all proper ways. Indeed, with relation to the honour of God, we have
an expression in his Diary, which by some may be thought liable to exception: For chezk-
ing himself for what he said in discourse with the Millenaries, “ That if Christ were to leave
the Father, and to dwell personally on the Earth, he would not come with him to get a
Kingdom here ;" I say, animadverting upon this, he says, * He would quit his own glory and
salvation, and condescend to glorify Christ, were it to go to hell.,” It seems very harsh to
suppose that God could reccive glory from the damnation of a righteous and good man :
1 therefore think my Lord Brodie’s expression is to be taken figuratively, otherwise it can-
not be defended. Moses’s desire of being blotted out of the Book of Life, amounts only to
a submission to a temporal sudden death, that his nation might be saved from a temporal
sudden ruin. And Paul’s wish of being accursed from Christ, is plainly an hyperbolical
expression of his great affection to his countrymen the Jews, and his zeal for their salvation ;
which was so great, that, if ithad been a thing reasonable and lawful, he could have wished
the greatest evil to himself for their sakes. And therefore it is observable he does not
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deliver himself in the form of a positive and absolute wish, but expresses his great passion
by a figure, “ I could wish ;” which we are not to take as a strict and precise declaration of
his mind.

Some may be apt, though with less reason, to find fault with another passage of the
Diary, where he records the harassing of his own and Leathin's Ground by the English as
the accomplishment of a dream he had had sometime before. 'Tis very certain, from the
joint testimony of Scripture, reason, and experience, that in the multitude of dreams (as
well as of words) there are divers vanities ; yet I don’t think the observation of them is
wholly to be neglected by a wise man : they may be either indications of wickedness lurk-
ing in the mind on the one hand, or of the effectual operation of the Grace of God on the
other, But which is more to the present purpose, and of instances whereof all history,
ancient and modern, is full, to men, especially good men, they are many times premonitions
of something uncommon that is to befal them ; and, when compared with the event, are
signal proofs of the Divine Provideuce and Government over all things.

Another thing some may be apt to quarrel is, an expression of my Lord Brodie’s on oc-
casion of Glencairn and his forces approaching, which put him to a great plunge whether
he should stay at home, or retire South or North, Being in these circumstances, he prays
That God would give forth and signify his will whether he should stay or remove, as David
said of Keilah “ Will they give him up or not 2" But Scripture phrases, 'tis well known,
may be used in prayer, when the full and literal meaning of them is not always intended
to be expressed. All that my Lord Brodie seems to have meant is, that God would be
pleased to direct him by His Providence what course to take in the present strait ; a peti-
tion which no man that believes a particular Providence needs scruple to put to God
Almighty.

But, notwithstanding of any imperfections, from which the best of men in this life are
not exeemed, we have in this good man's Diary a pattern of hamility and self-denial; of
zeal for God’s glory, and compassion to souls ; of contempt of this world, and Heavenly-
nindedness ; of patience under suffering, and resignation to the will of God, to whom he
prayed fervently in all difficulties, and whom he trusted in all dangers.

Like the Father of the Faithfui, he commanded his children and his household after him
to fear and serve the Lord ; and found the good success of his religious care in the happy
effects of it upon his son and Successor, who proved also a Gentleman of distinguished
piety. -

Nor were his endeavonrs this way confined to those of his own family, but extended to
all he had occasion to converse with, particularly his friends and neighbours, and the youth
under his eye, He was sensible that the neglect of the education of young people was
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attended with most pernicious effects, and therefore exerted himself to have it removed, asa
chief cause of the growth of wickedness, there being few that are not religiously and virtu-
ously trained up hy their parents that ever do well afterwards. He observed the gross nc-
glect of this and other family duties ; and, for remedying it, projected to have all debarred
from the Sacrament that did not worship God in their families. How happy were it for
our young people of hoth sexes, that they were under the discipline of so good & father and
so good a master! How happy for Society, as well as individuals, that there were many of
his rank that had these things as much at heart as he had !

In him was verified the saying of the Apostle, ¢ That godliness has the promises of the
life that now is, as well as of that which is to come.” Amidst all the trouhles and con-
fusions of the times, he was preserved safe and untouched; and by the blessing of God
upon his lawful industry, he made a considerable addition to his paternal estate. If his
example were more studied and followed, we should not see so many families come to ruin ;
the natural effect of their luxury and intemperance, and the just judgment of God upon
them for their oppression and impiety.

I would not have the reader to imagine that the following Book could only be the pro-
duction of a mind cast in the Preshyterian mould : for the Diary of Doctor John Forbes of
Corse,* published hy Doctor Garden, together with the other writings of that author, who
was no Preshyterian, and suffered much for his Opposition to the Covenant, runs in the
very same strain.

But, after all that has been said, I am sensihle there are those who would account it a
hainous reproach to he called enemies to religion, who yet cannot hear of dejections and
elevations of the mind in devotion, without hranding them with a mark of Enthusiasm :
But I doubt such persons would be greatly puzzled to put a tolerable meaning upon a great
part of the Book of Psalms, not to mention other places of Scripture, without allowing
such exercises of the soul ; yct some have turned these into ridicule, as mere mechanism
and bodily excreise. I will not deny hut there may.be counterfeits in this as well as in
other cases, and that the workings in meclancholy in some may he mistaken, either by
themselves or others, for the exercises of religion. Care likewise ought to be taken that
occasion be given by none that pretend to devotion for the following censure of a great and
good man :—* Some," says he, “ put all religion in the affections, in rapturous heats and
extatick devotion ; and all they aim at is, to pray with passion, and think of heaven with

» This refers to “ Joh. Forbesii 4 Corse lished by Dr. George Garden, in Vol. ii. p.
Vite Interioris, sive Exercitiorum Spiritu- 92245, of the “Opera Omnia” of Dr.
alium Commentaria,” 1624—1647, pub- Forbes, at Amsterdam, 1703, 2 Vols. folio.
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pleasure, and to be affected with those kind and melting expressions wherewith they accost
their Savionr, till they perswade themselves that they are mightily in love with Him, and
from thence assume a great confidence of their salvation, which they esteem the chief of
Christian Graces. Thus,” continues he, “ are these things which have any resemblance of
piety, and at the best are bnt means of obtaining it, or particular exercises of it, frequently
mistaken for the whole of religion; nay, aometimes wickedness and vice pretend to that
name.” Perhape in this he has a fling at the principles of the Calvinists, and their man-
ner of conceiving of the work of grace in the souls of men; but at the same time be takes
notice of a dangerous mistake which some of them may be apt to fall into. This may
appear from what the Lord Brodie writes of himself (under August 4th, 1652) :—* The
Lord discovered a deep deceit of heart to him, that there was and might be more affection
to God in a duty of prayer, than there was holiness in the conversation; and therefore
Grace may not be assured by some holy affections in prayer.”

In publishing of this Diary, care has been taken to keep strictly to the Author’s own
words, only the syllabication is altered ; such of them as now obsolete, are explained by
terms that are more modern ; and such as could only be guessed at, which are but few, put
in a different character. Nothing that could be read, so as to make a full sentence, is
omitted. Some alteration has been made of the order of some passages in the Journal,
according to that of time ; only some short notes are put all together in the beginning, as
they ly in the Author’s manuseript.

I thought the publication of it would not be unacceptable to piously disposed minds,
especially at a timoe when our unhappy differences are growing to a height ; that, among
other things, we may learn from thisgood man’s example how we ought to be affected with and
how to demean ourselves in the midst of them. I might enlarge on this head, if the subject
were not disagreeable. 1shall only put the reader in mind of the fatal issue of the divisions
that prevailed in the African Churches, who preserved their liberty longer than most others.
The breach was made by Donatius and his followers, upon so inconsiderable a point as,
‘Whether Cecilian and his Ordainers had denied the Faith in the last Persecution, or not ? It
grew to that height, that almost in every town of Africa there were divided Assemblics and
separating Bishopa upon that account: And this wound was not healed but with the utter
ruin of those Churches, I pray God this may not be the fate of the Church of Scotland !

[Edinburgh, 1740.]









DIARY OF ALEX. BRODIE OF BRODIE.

AVID, the elder son to Alexander Brodie of that Ilk,
\ my grandfather, was born in the year 1558, lived
seventy-four years, and died in May, 1627.

David Brodie his son, my father, was born in the
year 1586, and died in the forty-sixth year of his age,
22nd September, 1632,

I Alexander, his son, was born on the 25th July,
1617. I was sent into England in anno 1628, being

little more than ten ycars old, and returned in anno 1632, in which my

father, of precious memory, deceased.

I was married the 28th October, 1635. My dearest wife* deceased the
12th August, 1640, when [I] was twenty-three years old.

I went into Holland twice for the King, in anno 1649 and 1650.

I was entred on the Session the same year, 1650 ; and again, after much
resistance and reluctancy, I took the place on me in January, 1608 Let
the Lord turn it to his glory, mine, and his people’s good.

Grissel Brodie, my daughter, was born on 2nd October, 1636.

James, my only son, was born 15th September, 1637.

Williamn Brodie, my uncle, died in September, 1650.

The early harvest [was] in the year 1652.
within the last of August, or thereby.?

s Tlizabeth Innes, eldest daughter of Sir
Robert Innes of Innes, and widow of John
Urquhart of Craigstoun.

ol Ta Julij, 1652, the cornes being new

pe, much of them was shorne ; and, in
tf'e beginning of August, het harvest . . .

All [was] shorn and in’d

This harvest, 1652, was such as never man
can remember the lyke, all the corne being
gottin in without rayne, and lang befoir the
usuall tyme. The yke harvest wag in our °
nychtbour natioun of England.” (Diary of
John Nieoll, pp. 98,100,101. Edin. 1836.)
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[1651—

The English came to Murray and crossed Spey 1st December, 1651.
Glencairn and the Highlanders begun their Insurrection 10th August,

1653, and Lorn with them and Seafort.

strange, marvellous and npright !
January, 1654.

Oh, the works of God are
They burnt Leathen’s land 20th

The late harvest and great inundation of water was 1653.
Die Sabbati, 11th September, 1563.—A great speat.
30th October.—A great storm of snow and frost. Grangehill’s corns and

some others were out.

Earl Seafort declared for the King, and Kenmure.

August, 1659.—He?® swore to disclaim the King and his race, and for

the Commonwealth.

11th December, 1655.—A great storm of wind and snow, which did

much harm.

My daughter was married,® 7th September, 1654.

My grandchild, Katharine Dunbar, was born on the 7th August, 1655.
1 made journey to Roseneath on the 14th of that samc month.

Mr. John Brodie ¢ died 7th January, 1655.

The beloved Mr. Joseph? dicd 27th October, 1656.

My grandchild, Florence [Dunbar] was born on the

day of 1656.

1 desire to note it among the remarkable passages of the Lord’s provi-
dences towards me, that, in my passage to Edinburgh, 6th December,
1657, the horse, falling in the water of Urie in the evening, where the
water was so decp, the frost so great, the difficulty so insuperable, that
yet, 1. That same did not befal myself, for I was near to it, and why
might he not have reserved it for me? 2. That the boy who was at the
same time on the ice, and had that same horse in his hand, yet he was
safe. 3, That the beast also was safe; and being on a Sabbath-day, and
1 travelling, it was a matter that might give offence. Turther, I looked on
it as holding forth some danger to me in the taking employment on me,

* The author of the Diary.

® Grissel Brodie to Sir Robert Dunbar of
Grangehill.

¢ Mr. John Brodie was Parson of Al-
dearn, and Dean of Murray, in 1624, under
Episcopacy ; continuing Minister of Al-
dearn, under Presbytery, till his death in
1655. - (Shaw's History of the Province of

Moray.) He was the unele of the author
of the Diary.

4 Mr. Joseph Brodie, another uncle of the
anthor of the Diary. He was instituted as
Minister of Keith, 27th June, 1631. He
was present at the General Assembly held
at Glasgow in 1638 ; and was translated to
Forres in December, 1646.
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that I should mecet with exercise in it. Oh, keep both from superstition,
ignorance and inadvertency ! That same voyage I entred again on the
Session,® hut with much reluctancy.

My sickness, ague, and great defluetions were this year, 1657.

The welbeloved Laird of Innes, my dear father-in-law, did take his
Cancer in the Month of January, 1656.

A great flood of rain was this year, and began about the 1st of Septem-
ber, 1658. The Inundations were so great, that there has not been seen
greater here this age.

13th September, 1658.—1I did begin my Harvest.

3rd September, 1658.  Oliver, Lord Protector, died ; and on the same day
of the month was Dunbar foughten, 1650, and Woreester, in 1651.

17th November, 1658.—The old Laird of Innes,” my father [in-law] died ;
and let his memory and name be had in sweet and everlasting remein-
brance. He was buried upon the 19th of November.

7th May, 1659.—Richard’s Parliament was broken, and the Common-
wealth introduced again.

July, 1659.—The King’s party did appear for him under General-Major
Massie, and others. .

28th of July.—My son was married with Lady Mary Ker ;¢ and, on the
31st July, 1659, she did subseribe her covenant to and with God, and be-
came lis, and gave up herself to him.

In July, this year, and August, were great floods and inundations of
water, which did threaten much prejudice to the land, and to my own poor
people.

* As one of the Lords of Session. ¢ James Brodie, only son of the Laird of
b Sir Robert Innes of Innes, the first baro-  Brodie, marricd Lady Mary, the fifth of
net,and (aecording to the computation of the  nine daughters, of William " third Earl of
family historian), the twenty-fourth Laird Lothian, and Anne Countess of Lothian,
of his house: a man of extraordinary virtue  in her own right.
and reputation. He married Lady Grizzel '
Stewart, daughter of James, 1larl of Murray.
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25th April, 1652.—He desired to be humbled under, and observe the just
cause of scandal and stumbling that we give to brethern, by tolerating in
our societies gross external wickedness, profanity, ignorance, atheism, for-
mality ; and a body of congregations, professors, members and officers of
our churches, admitted to all ordinances, which may give them a loathing of
us ; as well as their tolerating, in their civil societics, men of corrupt minds
against the truth, and spiritnal wickedness, and heresies and errors un-
punished. Oh, when will the Lord remove the one couse of stumbling and
the other ! Oh that our Magistrates did more, and our ministers also, for
reforming, purging, and taking away sin from among us; and that their
ministers and magistrates also did more for taking away and purging out
of wickedness. Lord, open the way. If magistrates did more among us,
ministers would not need to do so much about external, superficial, formal
satisfaction, and penalties and repentance, as we do. The cause for which
the Lord has swept away our rulers, [was] because they ruled not for the
Lord; his glory was not dear to them. We tolerated Popery, and joined
with idolaters; maintained and countenanced superstition, will-worship,
formality ; and we willingly followed after the commandment. Much
profanity, wickedness, unpunished and practised. And will he deal better
with us, if we follow the like ways? For this cause we refused to close
with him, and admit him to government.

28th April—Observe, that as arguments for toleration do infer and con-
clude a forbearance to the grossest blasphemies and errors, so the arguments
against tolerating of gross errors, do conclude against the toleration of all
consequential errors.

3rd May.—A day of humiliation. 1, That the Lord would fit and furnish
him for suffering, if it please him to call me to it; and that I may not be
letten take any wrong door to go out at, or decline it. 2, That the Lord
[would] fit [him] for the participation of the Lord's table, whereto he desires
to approach, for renewing his communion with the Lo d, and for getting
some increase of light and strength; that he may be more rooted in Jesus
Christ, and in the truth, and abide in him, and [be] secured thro’ his grace
against all snares and temptations, and be made partaker of Christ and all
his benefits. 3, That the frothiness, levity, aud unmortifiedness of his
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spirit may be purged and subdued; and the carnal-mindedness, unhelief,
unsoundness, hypocrisy, formality, leaning to natural wisdom, may be
helped and remedied. 4, And that he may know and be taught the Lord’s
mind in the present Dispensation,
And
[ Here is a Blank much like what follows.]

morally bound to all the
substantials of government, many whereof are common with us and Inde-
dependents, against the government of Anabaptists, Familists, and Papists,
and others, who do maintain that there is no need of Ordinances, or a dis-
tinct office of ministry, or chnrch-officers: for I conceive the word Gospel-
way may include all, and be extended to all, if the magistrate so please,
for he makes himself the judge. 2, I do expressly understand thereby
the association of church-officers, ordination by the hands of the Presbytery ;
for albeit I did agree to the constituting of members and officers, according
to the Independent way; yet I conceive it necessary, and of Divine institu-
tion, that these churches should, as the Apostle says of the Spirit of the
Prophets, be subject to the Prophets; and, if any congregation of ten or
twelve should deny the faith, or the one half of them, so that the other
could not take order with the defection, or that one were consured or
excommunicated by one of these congregations wrongfully, for not consent-
ing with them in the evil, I do hold a suberdination necessary, and a moral
truth, without which it sheuld appear there were no remedy left us of the
Lord for redressing any such case ; which were a great defect, and a dero-
gation from his wisdom to think. Nor do I think non-communion, with-
drawing fellowship from such a congregation, sufficient to suppress heresy,
or rectify the injury done to the wronged member of a congregation, who
otherwise hath not so much as way for appeal, or to have his sentence tried
again ; but must live under it all his days, without subordination and the
authority of synods and councils, for many cases which may occur.
Now, the word Gospel-way will admit of Papal Government and Pre-
lacy, and these errors that the corrupt mind of man hath not lighted upeon,
no less than all those which are already broached ; for, who does net pre-



20) DIARY OF ALEX. BRODIE OF BRODIE. [1652.

tend that their way is the Gospel-way ? and Erastianism, that think the
whole censure of scandals, debarring fram communion, belongs to the Civil
Magistrate, and that churchi-officers have no authority but to preach, &e.
And it is hard, if a synod and convention of the most godly, and wise, and
grave church-officers, ministers, and elders, be denied something of that
which a congregation of seven or eight do assume; and, if it be a founda-
tion, and ground of anti-christianism, spiritual tyranny in them, which is
exercised ordinarily by a few. He is not to teach him that knows far
more, and is more able to instruct. Truth is one; and one Gospel-way to
which we are morally bound. Nay, it will not be so effectual a remedy as
remaining and purging. That he would try at what distance he stands with
spiritnal wickedness and error. Try whether, if the King had employed
malignant profane men, [and] forfeited the precious godly men in Scot-
land ; whether would he have consented to restore him to his government ?
Try whether, instead of the few errors then hroached under Episcopacy,
there be not a thousand now ; for then were we feared to be spoiled of the
truth, now we are not. Papists admitted and tolerated : the most profane
and wildest men employed: malign deputies of shires get leave to plant
kirks, and restore these profane formal ministers that were deposed. Can
you rejoice in this? Is all this donc by a law and anthority ? None like to
be the object of their prosecution, but those that fear the Lord and hate
evil. They go for the best who go the farthest length with them. Ana-
baptists wonld have no Magistracy. 1, The effects of gathered congrega-
tions. 2, The qualifications of a church-member ; or, if simply being born
in Scottish or English air, give a right to Baptism and to Church member-
ship? 3, Whether a Magistrate for scandal may not remove a Minister
from preaching, viz., for drunkenness, laziness; or take away the stipend
at least, and give it to a better minister? Responde—Congregations should
chuse their ministers. Magistrates de facto may takec away the stipends,
and banish men out of their land. Quere—What the power of the congre-
gation is in exercise of discipline, chusing members, admitting to fellow-
ship, ordination, &c.?

" 23rd May.—1, To consider the abuses and oppressions committed by
sheriffs, how to be remedied. 2, How to restrain their unjust gain, and
how to improve their power and officc most for God. Lord, for light and
strength, not to partake of other men’s sins! 3, To have the laws in
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Scotland ratified and established, and judges to judge by them. Lord, if
thou leadest me to any endeavour of duty in reforming abuses in judica-
tories, give strength and grace to discern snares, and that he [I] consent not
to evil.

16th May.—He desired to be hunmbled under the want of love to the
Lord Jesus : that love sets him not on work to duty, but natural conscience.
2, He goes about duties in his own strength and natural ability, and not
humbly and in the grace of Christ. 3, He hath no dclight in his service ;
as indeed, where there is no love, there can be no delight. 4, He thirst
uot for his glory, and the salvation of others, and gaining them to Christ.
5, Much igunorance, vanity, presumption, and inconsiderateness in his
writing. Oh Lord, for pardon and grace in Jesus Christ! 6, Unsettledness
and indifferency, no love and zeal for'the truth ; wavering, unsettled.

30th May.—He desired to be further huinbled under these, and under =
secret declining and decay of communion with the Lord, and that his heart
1s estranged from the Lord, and he rests in a mere formality of some ont-
ward performances, without zeal, or lifc, or powecr, or clear distinet know-
ledgze. So under the Lord’s hiding his face from the people through the
land, especially from the most precious of his servants in the ministry, who
as yet are under a cloud, and know not his mind, are detained and kept
under with division, darkness, prejndice, snares, secret pride, formality,
unhumbledness. There is meikle wrath on the spirits of men; while they
that think they see, see not. O, the gross inbreaking cf idolatry, blas-
phemy, superstition, heresy, and all manner of wickedness! And little
growth is there of piety or godliness through the land. He desires to be
humbled uunder the objections which Major-General Deans ®* made to me
against coercion. Whose conscicnce should the magistrate follow in
restraining or punishing ? as presently in the matter of our difference about
the Assembly; while cach party pretends to the word of Geod for his
warrant, Independents and Presbyterians also ; who shall be judge in these
cases? Lord! grant light to answer, or stoop. He said to the Major-

* Major-General Deane or Deans was one name in Scotland at this time. The one
of the Commissioners appointed by the was commander of a regiment of foot; the
Parliament of England for settling matters  other admiral of the fleet. See note on
in this country, in January, 1652. There 8th June, 1653.
appear to have been two persons of the
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General, that these who agreed with us in the fundamentals of Christian
religion, and Confession of Faith, should be forborn ; these who denied and
differed in the fundamentals, and the Confession of Faith, and held doctrines
contrary, ought not to be tolerated; particularly, simple Independents or
Anabaptists holding nothing contrary to the Confession of Faith, execpt in
the matter of Infant-baptism or Government. He sees not the consequences
of yielding to this Toleration, nor yet all the consequences of refusing.

20th Junc—This day he desires solemnly to set himself to seek the
Lord, and to be humbled under the continuing anger of God, which doth
as yet burn.  There is no end or measure of our dissensions and differences ;
our darkness is increasing, and we are all in danger to be scattered one
trom another: therefore to seek that the Lord would return and cause his
tface to shine npom ns. We are stumbling and like to break our neck ;
that he would prevent, and make up our breach, and open to us the way
he wounld have us to walk in, and find out an overture to unite the hearts
of his people in and for himsclf. Oh Lord, look on our present confusions,
anent the civil government, ancent the late Assembly, anent present duties,
purging of our societies, ministry, elderships, admission to ordinances and
church-fellowship, associations! In particular, he desires to deal with the
Lord for a blessing on the meeting betwixt him and his brother James,
that it may not be a means to insnare and intangle either of us by other,
but for discovery of corrnption, darkness, mistakes, and for clearing onr
minds, and bringing us to the acknowledgment of the truth in Jesus, and
to be confirmed in the faith and love thercof to his praise; that we be not
shaken, nor removed, nor blinded.

21st June, 1652.—Memorandum with Mr. Jaffray, to consider my last
letter, and correct an expression in it anent church-members, their quakifi-
cations, and restrict it to adwmission to the sacraments 2, To see how far
he agrees with me in these things I write of. 38, To show that, since my
last, my mind is much alienated with General Dean’s discourse ; therefore,
to enquire how can we consent or submit to rulers of such principles.
4, To ask anent the General Assembly, and the others. 5, What over-
tures of peace or agreement are fallen upon, for these in the west, and
others with the English, or among ourselves. 6, To consider their paper
and propositions, how far we agree and can close. 7, What way they
settle the government, seals, and justice, the feudary clections in burgh and
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shire? 8, Walter Cochran. 9, The money which we rest to the men of
Campvere, how to be relieved ?

To see the Acts, and borrow the book. 1, What he takes to be the
causes of the Lord’s departure? 2, What he takes to be the present signs
of it? 3, What is incumbent, and the special dnty of the time, (beside
seeking of him) and what neglected duty is he calling ns unto? 4, What
corruptions in worship and ordinances does he observe ? 5, What takes
he to be the causes of the bitter differences and divisions which are sprung
up ameng the godly in the land, nay, in both the lands ?

20tk July, 1652.—He heard the English had raised on the 20th of July,
the General Assembly,® and the Protesters within some few days after. He
beseeches the Lord for light to understand that great providence, and
believed in the name of the Lord Jesus for an advantage and geod out of
that matter; were it, by taking away the assembly and the protesting
meeting, to make up a work of peace and union among his people. His
heart was not duly affeeted with it; and, therefore, he seught the Lord for
grace to understand this, and to have a right effect of it on his heart.

Young Leathin® lest Mr, David Dick[son’s] ¢ letter, which was sent to me ;
help me to knew that. Lord, help him to seme scripture-ground for every
interpretation of thy providences.

August, 1652.—His soul desired to be humbled under the Lerd’s deser-
tion, and nnder his procuring of it, by earthly-mindedness and too much
care and seriousness in nourishing these worldly theughts, and taking
delight in them, and faneying a happiness in enjoying worldly greatness,
and much of the creature, and considers not hew mueh he is deceived and
beguiled in that thought. For little matter of delight or comfort is iu
them, but vexation: ’tis his blessing only that adds no serrow. Lord,
mortify these thoughts, and guard the heart by thy grace against this
violent prevailing temptation, which is so near to him, and hath at this
time oceasion to insnare and ‘undo his soul. Let the heart and mind be
kept free and unpolluted unto thee thro’ Jesus Christ, and let the love be
nnto thec alene, and to no Creature. Oh that I coeuld take up, in his

* This paragraph has, no doubt, heen b Brodie, younger of Lethen.,
misplaced, as it was the 20th of July, 1653, ¢ Mr! David Dick or Dickson, minister
that the General Assembly was foreibly dis-  of Irvinc, and Professor of Divinity, first
solved by Cromwell’s orders. See Baillie's at Glasgow, and then at Edinburgh,
Letters and Journals, vol. iii. p. 225.
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strength, resolutions against this temptation from henee-forward! Lord,
I desire to be humbled under my unsensibleness of thy anger against the
land, and against thy Chureh and people that are under great darkness and
distraction and divisions, and not taking up thy mind, nor the land’s sin
and guiltiness, which hath kindled this anger; nor do I take up my own
or thy people’s duty: but I am seeure and at ease. Oh Lord, pity and
help me to look in into this, and grant light and understanding aceording
to thy word, to diseern what thou art about, and what thou art ealling us
nto ! Help him, Oh Lord, to be more exercised in and about these
things, and less about other things! Grant him the spirit of his calling,
that he may be rightly affected with the signs of thy anger against the
land, and against uws thy people, and against himself and his family, and
these in whom he has near relation, in whom he is smitten and spoken
unto.

12th September.—This day many of the congregations of the land are
humbling themselves before the Lord; and he desires to join with them,
and that his soul may be throughly and duly humbled under his own and
the land’s guiltiness, and under his rods and judgments lying on himself
and on the land. 1, Thy hand hath been, and is yet stretched out against
people and rulers ; and who among us doth lay it to heart 2 All are asleep
and secure; nay, and every one laying the blame on others, and none
taking with their own guilt as the cause of the provocation. 2, Much
fainting, remissness, and falling off from seeking the Lord; formality,
hypocrisy, spiritual pride and conceitedness; every one preferring them-
selves to others. 3, Much hlindness and dulness, none taking np the voice
of the rod. 4, Much incorrigibleness, slighting of the word, undervaluing
the Gospel.

7th November, 1652.— Under the scnsc and apprehension of the Lord'’s
desertion and departure from him, he desired to be humbled, and to seek
his face again, and [that he] would return. Causes of this desertion.
1, Unmortified covetousness, earthliness, and inordinate desires after riches
and estate in the world. 2, Other secret lusts nourished, such as selt-
coneeit, pride, carnality, and following earthly wisdom, man-pleasing,
grieving his Spirit thro’ incautious walking, 3, For family-sins un-
mourned for, the sins of the land unmourned for, the sins of children, i#d
the wrath of God on himself and others, not humbled for it. 4, Not
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affeeted with the judgments on the land, nor of God’s dishonour ; seeking
in these times of trial rather to save himself than to be innoeent, and
preserve himself from pollution, guiltiness, and snares. Oh that he eonld
this day cry lond unto the Lord with strong cries and tears, and that he
may be heard in that which he fears!

20th Mareh, 1653.—1 observed the Lord’s crossing stopping providence,
laying impediments in his way, hindering his south-going about young—
espeeially while they that grow up in their stead in the very instant are
discovering—to have the wrath removed, and to be put on work to search
the eause, and to monrn for the sin more than for the punishment or the
smart : that the removing these seems to be from the evil to come; I say,
to come upon.us of this family, and upon this [land and people.]

There seems no less than in the removing of his dear wife, who was his
chief earthly comfort, and did forerun much ecalamity and judgment and
wo, which did befal on his father, children, and the family. ILord! help to
consider the taking away of such.

I observed the taking away of Mr. William Strachan,® that good man,
and a vehement promoter of the Assembly, and opposer of Independency.
Oh Lord, order this to good; not that evil or error should break in the
more, or formality prevail ; but that it be an advantage, and no hinderance
to the truth and godliness. And observed some strengthening eonfirming
providences and comfort, after my refusal of employment from the English.

The Karl of Murray died 4th March, 1653, when he had sold and bar-
gained for a great part of his estate. I'ime his son did fall sick, and conld
not come to his burial, which was on the 22nd Mareh.

I obscrved the death of the Priuce of Orange,” aud it scemed to be as the
cutting off the King’s right-hand ; aud the ruin of his affairs in Scotland
and England did immediately follow thereupon. It seemed to hold forth
something in reference to the king’s famnily, that a princess brought forth a
posthumous son, and gave some ground of expectation in process of time.

* Mr. William Strachan, minister of
Methlic, presbytery of Ellon, and after-
wards of Old Aberdeen.

b William of Nassau, Prince of Orange,
(who married Mary, eldest daughter of
King Charles the First)) died 6th Novem-
ber, 1650, aged 24. His only son, William

Henry, was a posthumous child, born nine
days after his father's premature death.
This young Prince of Orange, by his mar-
riage, in 1677, with Mary, eldest daughter
of James, Duke of York, at the revolution.
ascended the English Throne as King
William the Third.
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That prinee was removed in the midst of his days, full of great hopes,—
and they frustrate.

I have called to mind the sad desolate condition of Germany, and the
churches there, both of old and at present, which seems to represent much
of onr condition in thesc lands. It will be no marvel that he scatter,
liumble, and abase us, as he hath done those who professed the truth in that
land ; their covenant was laid aside also.

21st March.—The Lady Duffus® died, being married on the 13th of Ja-
nuary; so she lived two months and little more in wedlock. This was a new
impediment in mny journey ; at the Earl’s burial ® we got advertisement to
go to hers.

2d Mareh, 1653. A public day of Humiliation, wherein all the con-
gregations of the land desired to mourn and lament after him, who hides
his face from us, and lets out his wrath ; as appears not only in our sufferings,
but in our darkness and differences, and unconvincedness of the causes of
his anger. That the land hath rested in a bare profession of religion, not
walking answerably to it, but dishonouring our profession by the overfowing
of profanity, ungodliness, pride, violence, formality, unhumbledness, con-
tempt .and lothing of the gospel, hypocrisy, faction, partiality, oppressiont
unjustice, deceit  To seek his peace to the land, and to ourselves ; and tha,
he would turn away his anger, and dispel our cloud and darkness; and,
albeit he humble and smite, yet that he would not do it in wrath, nor take
away his love and kindness from ns. That he would sanctify our troubles,
until we see an issue, and make known his mind; that we may not per-
versely go away from him when he smites us, but be convinced and brought
home. That he would behold our confusions, and order them to good;
teach us how to walk under them, and not start aside [even] albeit it might
get us deliverance ; that we may not study to preserve ourselves, or please
men, but the Lord. That he would establish the beauty and order of his
house, without formality, or spiritual tyranny, or confusion, or jangling;
that error may be restrained, born down, and driven out of the land. That
he would raisc up faithful magistrates; we may [be] kept from setting up
rulers by ourselves, without him ; and that, in his setting up, he do it not

* Lady Duffus: Alexander Sutherland of  here mentioned was the young'est daughter
Duffus, who was raised to the peerage by the  of Sir Robert Innes of Innes, and conse-
title of Lox:d Duffus, 8th December, 1650, quently sister-in-law to the Laird of Brodie.
was three times married. His second wife ® James, Earl of Murray : see p. 25.
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in wrath, but there may be mercy to his people in these revolutions and
changes. .

This day his soul desired, as to be humbled under the land’s sin, guiltiness,
and danger, to seek the Lord in their belief; so to be humbled under his
own unclearness, unstableness, and unthankfulness, and carnality, and
earthliness; and to beseech the Lord to sanctify his rods, for purging and
taking away sin, and for preventing him also. Oh Lord, rid out of snares,
especially presumption, eovetousness, undertaking, stumbling at the Lord’s
dealing, unsoundness, earthly cares, affections, delights; and would turn
away the wrath that appears in these rods which the Lord is shaking, both
in taking away and removing his sifters from evil to eome on the Land
and us.

17th April, 1653.—“ Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his grace
or might: put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood ; but against principalities and powers, and the rulers of the darkness
ot this world, and against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore
take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand in
the evil day, and having done all to stand, &e.” Resolve in the Lord’s
strength from this day forward to seek him for himself. That he never lost
by it; believing was never out of his way : by this thou wouldst seem to be
alluring him. O Lord, then how inexcusable is he! but if thou hadst made
every act of believing to produce an affliction and a cross, yet believing had
been his duty, and the least; but meikle more when thou seemest to hire
him, and to pay him for it. Lord, help me to examine if this be sound!
Thy word says, thou shall not be confounded ; and for thy own cause thou
wilt not have any do an act of service to thee for nought, nor wilt thou be
i their common. Oh help me to try more, and confirm me in believing,
albeit I should not see a present making good of promises, or a reward.

A. Lord, teach me try how long my obedience or tenderness will last,
even when cross and strait and hazard is over, that he may seem to be out
of their reach,

D. People may attain to a great deal of outward performance of duties,
and flourishing profession ; and yet the heart not be right in God’s sight,

Oh Lord, this doctrine discovers the appearance of the devil in his heart !
Meikle unsoundness indced is there under his fair large profession. This is
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a day for humiliation and supplication, and for believing in Christ Jesus,
both for repentance, remission, and sanctification. Thou lovest truth in
the mmermost parts: let him be filled with that which thou lovest! There
is a promise for this end, he will build on it another heart, another heart.
Tho’ a heart go on in a course without contradietion, it does not argue
uprightness. Lord, does not this speak to my heart, in reference to pro-
fession, love to the Lord, and his cause and his people, in these times ?
Here will be his snare, and sin, and judgment, if thou preventest not, and
purgest not, and redeemest not, and savest me. Save ; for he is thy servant,
he desires to be humbled, and to believe in thy name, for inward thorow
sanctification, sanctification in his particular trials, 1, A heart touched for
the straits, and not for the cause of the straits: sin is not the burden, but
affliction. 2, Every fit of repentanee or feeling is not a changed renewed
heart. 3, When the principle of our earnestness is not right; when it
arises from self-love and revenge, or fear of calamity to come, and not out
of delight in God, and anger at ourselves for grieving him.

D. Tt is merey that our duty is laid on by way of a covenant; he might
have laid it on simply, and out of his absolute sovereignty.

D. A sincere heart will find not only a necessity to confess and mourn,
bnt to bind and lay obligations on itself.

A sincere heart will be convinced much of their own unsteadfastness.
They cannot trust themselves without an engagement, nor when they have
engaged and sworn. Men that lay by our solemn covenants will find
themselves in a wrong close one day; no article must be laid by. Oh for
grace to discern, and walk tenderly in this matter, and not to eredit his
own jealousics, suspicions, doubts! My heart has been fast and loose
with God ; Oh Lord, let it be so no more!

Observe, God [doth] not so much look what we are in the present state,
or fit of repentance or mourning, as what we are in the substantidl duties
of covenanted absolute obedience ; the one will sooner mis-lippen us than
the other. If substantial duties are neglected or slighted, it is a shrewd
suspicion, be the repentance what it will, that it is not right. Lord, dis-
cover thyself in these duties of the time, and every snbstantial duty, and
help me on in Christ Jesus! Eye the reward in duties, but not as a
covenant of works. Hang not the weight of our well-being on the dnty,
but on Christ by faith.



1653.] DIARY OF ALEX. BRODIE OF BRODIE. 29

D. The Lord doth not so mueh take notice of a people not coming
under the covenant, or total barrenness, as he doth of their unstedfastness
in it and want of uprightness, and sin, and duty.

D. Men, when trials are over, are ready to lay by their weapons, and to
become more loose than when they were in the strait. Lord help me to
try, mourn, and return !

The Lord lets trials ly on, and rids us not ever when we cry ; because he
sees that his people are not so siccard [stedfast] to him, as they would bide
[abide] by him if they wanted these trials. Let us have much to do with
God, beside particular difficulties. It the love of, and delight in himself,
set us on to seek him, when we want straits or diffieulties. Self-denial,
joined with faith, helps much to perseverance. When we want difficulties
to exercise, then be exercised in secking the light of his countenance and
his favour, and to be satisfied and delighted in him, tho’ we wanted trouble.
Oh Lord! for grace to sanctify thy name in the faith and application of
thy Word. This day some eomplain of a dead, some of [a faint] heart,
some of a flinty heart: but, Oh Lord ! beside the great measure of all these,
Oh what a deceitfulness, unsoundness, wavering, doubleness, unstedfastuess,
disobedience, formality, deceitfulness. Hearts are unchangeable and incur-
able if thou employest not thy power and thy grace.

Observe, the death of good Mr. Ephraim Melvil* a loss much to be
lamented and not slighted. The taking away a man so precious at such a
time and in such a way, Lord help me to understand. The taking away
of Mr. James Fleming,* and Mr. Rollock * in Perth,

Observe, the kything [appearing] of the grace of God in children and
young ones so eminently ; the persecution in Ireland of godly men and
ministers by Anabaptists. If this be not a ground for me to forbear and
keep distance, what is ?

This evening he prayed for the setting up of the Lord’s work in the dead

* Mr. Ephraim Melvill, minister of Lin-
lithgow. ~ In his Diary, April, 1653,
Lamont says, “Mr. James Flymen, Mr.
Jhone Oswell, and Mr. Ephraim Melven,
thrie ministers in Louthian, depairted ont of
this life.”—(p. 54.) TFleming was minister
of St. Bathens or Yester (sec Lamont, p. 33) ;
and Oswald of Peneaitland, in East Lothian.
Mr. Alexander Rollock, who was educated at

the University of Edinburgh (A.M. in 1633)
became one of the ministers of St. Jobnston
or Perth.  Aecording to Lamont, (who ealls
bim Rogge and Rogne for Rook, a not un-
eommon contraction of his name) he was
silenced by the English garrison there, for
praying for the King, in December, 1651,
and died at Perth, 17th October, 1652.
(Diary, p. 49.)
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north country ; and that a good minister at Oldearn, and a family at
Leathin might be a means for this end; and that he might not close with
these that were the instruments of his people’s persecution.

On 20th April, 1653, General Cromwel dissolved that Parliament.
Lord, ere lie gather, let him first be prepared and furnished, that he may
_ not inconsiderately or rashly interprete, apply, or pass judgment on any of
the Lord’s works, or on other men. Meikle [much] of the righteousness of
God in it. How much confusion appears in the Lord’s depriving us of all
rulers or governors is evident. Oh! pray that the Lord would make us
understand and take up these great works of his, that we may adore them.
Guard against the temptations that may arise from this, either allurement,
or threatning, or force : fair temptations are most dangerous.

1st May.—1, He did set the 1st May apart a day of solemn humiliation
in the cause foresaid, that he may understand and not stumble at his
dealing. ¢ By the word of thy lips that T may be kept from the paths of the
destroyers, and upholden in thy paths,” Psal. xvii, 4, 5. “ Concerning the
works of men,” &c. 2, To be humbled under the darkness of his mind in
the matter of the protestation and publick resolutions, that difference of
judgment may be removed. 3, That the exhortations from Waristoun,
and his letters, and the prayers of His people, may be heard in this ; that
in thy name may be his glory, and that he may not either think shame,
shrink, or run from thee by carnal policy, reasoning, study to preserve and
save himself, or avoid reproach of men; that with all holdness he may bear
thee witness, cven in that very cause which they maintain, so far as thou
allowest ; that secret ignorance, prejudices, slackness, reasonings, may be
removed, and he may be clearly taught by the word and thy spirit. He
spreads their letters, papers, and prayers, and quotations before thee; let
him not resist, but discern thy Spirit, and wholly yield up himself to it.
Lord! save him from swaying to any way or party on that ground of
favour or good-liking to himself. He desires to chuse that way which thou
approvest, albeit it lead me to cross and contradict these that would shew
me most favour. Let me not fail by that compass, it will beguile my soul
if thou preventest not.

1st May.—His ordinary, Isa. viii. 2. * The Lord spake unto me with a
strong hand, and instructed me that I should not walk in the way of this
people.” It was the way that most of them went, common, usual. Lord,
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a strong hand is needful to keep from such ways ; not a word only, but thy
hand! Such is the duty, such is the sin and snare, that he is seeking to
be instructed in this day, either anent complying with English Sectaries or
Scottish Malignants, the body of the land. Oh Lord! what shall he say
tothis? It is one of the particulars of the day. ¢ Say not, A confederacy,
to all to whom this people say, A confederacy.” They were ready to con-
tract and join with any body that seemed able to help them, and not to
the Lord.

“ There was more cause of fear (says Musculus) “ ab ecclesia malignantium
Jehude, quam ab Assyriis, Syris vel Israelitis, professis piorum hostibus;”
from the Church of the Malignants of Judah, than from the Assyrians,
Syrians, or Israelites, the avowed enemies of the godly.”

They cannot sanctify the Lord in their hearts, that in time of danger
run to the arm of flesh, fear the power of men, love this word or the things
in it, or that go to his enemies for protection.- Blindness makes stumbling,
not ouly when a people directly contradict and reject the Lord; but when
with false reasoning they will not hear his words, but have their consciences
tied to false teachers.

After he went to the Sanctuary it was his complaint that the Lord hid
his face from him: he asked at himself, What if the Lord should not hear
him this day? The consequent would be desertion, and to be given up
to delusion, mistake, snares, carnal ways, resisting the Holy Ghost, and
perdition in the end; to be hardned in sin, and so to add one sin to another.
Oh, forbid, forbid, good Lord! Hast thou so oft prevented, and wilt thon
not prevent, and deliver this once? What pleasure hast thou in his death?
Wandering and miscarrying is his death. Albeit the Lord this day would
condescend to clear him anent the onc and the other, and tell him what he
should chuse, and what he should refuse; yet that would not suffice, nor
do his turn. Oh Lord! remember in the morning what thou didst to thy
Prophet. Thou didst not only speak, but with a strong hand thou taughtst
and instructedst: but his heart tells him he would refuse, and oppose, and
resist, and reason against this strong hand. Lord, he cannot answer that
objection, if thy grace be not sufficient and effectual enough. Oh, there
is more in this than can be spoken or believed! Oh, the refractoriness of
a carnal unbelieving heart, who can expressit? It were mercy indeed to
be delivered from such a plague.
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It is the very purpose of this day, to be humbled under the sense and fear
of such a plague, and to deprecate it. He is now, as it were, between two
milstones ; let not the one or the other fall upon him. Jf he be deceived,
let the Lord deceive him, if he may [so] speak with reverenee Thou
requirest meikle [much] at his bands; and this is the day in which he
desires to elear what he rests, and to renew surety, and transaet with thee,
and give thee a new bond. It is owing to thee, put whose name thou
willest in the band. Ile desires not be loose, but to be tied and bound and
engaged to the particular duty on the terms of thy eovenant of grace. He
will in thy light, and thy strength, and thy name, desire to give up himself
to thee this day, and to follow thee in the very way that thou shalt point
out to be thine, thine, thine; and to renounce the way of man, be what it
will. As for the works of men, by the words of thy mouth, thou wilt
preserve me from the paths of the destroyer. He is {thou knowest) an
empty, unstable, unsound ereature; impotent, blind, earnal. It were thy
shortest work to destroy him, as a withered, rotten, useless stick, that no
use could be made of. Lord, cast not away; it is mercy and wonder
indeed, and no reason can be given for it, not to east away such a one as
he is: let it be to thy glory! Discover idols and corruptions that have
been hid and seeret ; and when thou loosest corruptions, let them not be his
death, but purge them out, and rid of them for thy name’s sake: for dis-
covering and eonvincing will not do the turn. Oh make the heart perfeet
in thy statutes unto the end !

Mr. Hutchison, on Hosea vii.—Men that begin to deeline will not get
the mediocrity of declining kept that they think. Good motions cannot be
kept in with all our care and watehfulness, and are soon extinguished ; but
evil are still burning, and cannot be extinguished. An ill-ordered Church
will soon make a tottering estate and Civil Government. They devoured
their judges, and their kings are fallen. Sedition, tumult, mutations,
couping [overturning] of rulers, arise from burning lusts, It is great
stupidity, under such eonfusions, not to seek to the Lord. Lord! help me
to make applieation, that I never begin to deeline; for, alas! I will not get
a mediocrity kept, but depart farther and farther from thee, until I perish:
therefore prevent and guard against the first motion. Alas, Lord! I eannot
discern nor foresee evil ; I am not stedfast for thee, and valiant.

The disorders in Church have made England reel and Secotland also.
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O settle the ark of thy strength ameng us, and then we shall be a settled
estate. Pity, Lord! while these lands have devoured their judges, and
couped [overturned] them; so that we are in such confusien that we know
not what to do. Lord! were our first mutations from lusts? And are
thesc from our lusts? Resolve him, and let him not be stupid in these
things; but that he may in the midst of these seek to God aright, and with
all his heart.

Afternoon.—He desired to look on the dectrine of the compassion, as the
fountain whence all our geod does spring. His compassion led him not
only to forgive the sins of the godly, but of the nation also, se far as net to
destroy, but turn away his anger. Though he had cendemned, and said,
I will cast thee off, it hinders not from pleading his compassion. Lord!
I am undone then; and the weapens that serve te condemn us at justice
bar, plead for us at this. Sin, innumerable evils compass me, my sin is
very great. Oh strange argument !

Lord! thou hast laid out thy compassions this day, that he might lay
himself, and his sores, and wants, and miseries at thy door; cempassion can
cure all when there i3 ne worthiness. That the Lord would, out of his
compassion, forgive and heal and lead him. He is full of sores and filthi-
ness, and hotches and hoils ; his wisdem and policy, and complying with all
men, is a running sere. Oh Lerd! for thy compassion dry it up. Heis a
recling, unstable, staggering, unsettled, luke-warm creature. Nor, for thy
compassion, forgive and heal, warm, stablish and enlighten, and draw, and
he shall follow. He is double-hearted, unsound, naught, faithless: Lerd,
purge, and fill with believing. He is perverse and blind, and ready to
miscarry and go wrong throngh the corrupt affections in him, self-love,
darkness in his judgment, fear to confess thee, or hazard himself, or his
estate and peace.

This day he confesses the filthiness ef these sins; Oh Lord! out of thy
compassion wash and make him clean, ereate a new heart, enlighten, con-
firm, convince, and draw. He will belicve on this atiribute of thine, this
excellent attribute ; and, were hie cast away, he would look to it.

Remember, Leord, the work of his Spirit this day, the work that he has
tabled hefore thee this day. Oh hear,and let the words of thy lips preserve
him from every evil way. The design of the heart is net to presume or
put himself in high duties, but te pray that his heart give thee not the slip,
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when thou callest him to confess thee in a solemn difficult duty, whether
upon the one hand or the other. Lord, put to thy seal that thou hast
heard him, and heard them that seek unto thee for him, and that his soul
may thrive. That this day there may be somc assurance that nothing
shall prevail so far with him, no temptation, as to make him refuse to part
with his life, estate, family, friends, reason, credit, for thee. Lord, is his
heart right in seeking ? Ob, if it were, thy heart would be toward him to
grant it] it is just that he seeks; it becomes not a beggar to boast and
extort his answer. Lord! mercy, compassion, thy faithfulness. O thy love
and thy glory, and the new Covenant is the ground of his supplication and
his confidence ; may he say, Theu wilt hear! Oh good news! His soul
shall bless thy name for ever and ever. He dare not question but thou
wilt forgive and hear. Ere he come to glory and his journey’s end, he
will spend much of thy free grace; what in pardoning, what in preventing,
what in convincing, what in enlightning, what in strengthning and con-
firming, and upholding ; what in watering, and making him to grow ; what
in growth of sanctification, knowledge, faith, experience, patience, mortifi-
cation, uprightness, stedfastness, watchfulness, humiliation, fruitfulness,
resolution, self denial, discerning of snares and avoiding them; what for
the public, what for the private, what for the family; what against snares
on the right hand and on the left. Oh Lord! he can conceive thy grace to
be above and beyond his needs and wants. Lord, forgive; Lord, let him
see the sufficiency of it! But,alas! he is already off of his feet ; familiarity
with men, and affairs and engagements in employments, are like to rnin
him. Lord prevent, and take him from the temptations, or the temptations
from him, and let not nature and wisdom miscarry him ; prevent what he
fears.

3rd May.—He desired to come under a daily observation and recording
of the Lord’s providences and of his own ways. Oh Lord! teach him how
to go about this matter aright !

2nd May.—He went to Dalkeith to see Colonel Lilburn.® His heart
trembled, remembred Daniel, his refusing to cat of the King's meat ; lest
this and the like familiarity should bec a snare to him, he prayed to be kept
free, and to have his heart established with grace.

. * Colonel Robert Lilburne, as Commander-  like his successor, General Monck, had his
in-Chief of the English forces in Scotland, residence in the house or castle of Dalkeith.
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Mr. Mosley came in at night and supped with him; as that man’s heart
is to thee, Lord, so do him good in the inward man, in discovering snares
that he is in, and in delivering and ridding him, for thy name’s sake.

This day, 3rd May, he went down to Leith anent my fees, and did meet
with neither of them, by which the Lord seems either to disappoint, or to
make me more indifferent in the seeking or getting them.

4th May.—The ordinary morning, Isa. x. 5, &ec.,, where he observes
man’s corruption, and the Lord’s challenge to be about this, assuming and
ascribing success, wealth, &c. to themselves, and not unto the Lord. It is
no new thing for the Lord to leave or give up his people unto the hands of
tyrannous and vile men ; while their end is to spoil and devour, his end is
to humble his people, and to take away dross, and to prepare them for
deliverance. The time of deliverance is when the Lord hath done his
work upon Mount Zion, and no sooner. Oh Lord, when will thy visitation
produce this on the spirits of thy people in these lands! It is true, because
of success men do perfer their cause to ours, as if their way were more
pleasing to thee. Lord! vindicate thy holiness. Let not his heart rejoice
in the day of thy people’s suffering, albeit himself were free of suffering.
Lord, sanctify to my soul all the ways of thy providence in external things,
whether private or public, crosses or comforts, losses or gain: that his
rejoicing may be in thee, and not in creatures, or in any abundance. Let
no outward things be a snare to him.

5th May.—This day Mr. Mosley® came and took me out. We read, and
made observations on the Testimony which the Protestors gave him, and
prayed, debated on toleration, and their nourishing of error. He told me,
Lilburn said, He would see, if the Assembly sat again, by what authority
they sat.

15th May.—After I came from Duddistoun, his soul was cast down
under this, that he did not give unto the Lord the glory due to his name,
in his professing and confessing of him, in his worshipping and drawing
near to him in holy services, in his employments and cares, which took up
his heart, and spirit, and thoughts, to the grieving of the Lord’s Spirit, and
the interrupting his communion with him, and exposing him unto, and

* Hdward Mosely, Esq., was one of the 18th May, 1652, the ordinary Judges
English Commissioners appointed for the in the Court of Session having been super-
administration of justice in ecivil matters, seded.
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involviug him in many snares. He desired to be east down under the
facileness and plausibleness of his nature, by whick he labours to please men
more than God; whence it comes that the wicked speak good ¢f him.
Woe be to you when all men speak good of you ; for striet sincere walking
cannot cousist with the good-liking of carnal godless men; for he would
desire to hate and be hated, if it were for and in the Lord, rather than to
purchase their liking with the Lord’s dislike and displeasure.

He desired to be cast down under bis unsensibleness and unburdenedness
with the estate of the Lord’s people and his sanctuary, which he lays not to
heart; his own darkness, unconvincedness, sclf-approving, contentedness,
with an easy condition to himself, not caring how it goes with the Lord and
his glory. This day he is to beg from the Lord to be helped through his
grace in Jesus Christ against this temptation, and that a spirit of discerning
and light, and a spirit of tenderness, zeal, and his fear, and of a sound mind,
may be poured out upon him, for right considering and laying to heart the
condition of the Lord’s people, and his dealing, and his glory. It is not
enough to see, and eonfess, and apprehend, but to have the heart duly and
deeply affected with it, and to be strengthned by his mighty power with
grace in the inward man to do what he calls to.

Lord! keep him from leaning to his own understanding; but fill with
the saving knowledge and understanding of thy law. Stir up,-and grant
this spirit of strength, not only to confess, be convinced, determine, and
offer, but by thy effectual grace to be born through, that he fail not nor
faint not, or come not short in a real sincerc endeavour and aim at every
duty, not at ene only, but to have respect to cvery command of thine.

He desires to mark and note the matters which should burden” and affect
his spirit.

1. The Land’s sin and provocations, which brought on the wrath beth
upon Prince and People. Meikle [much] unacknowledged, unrepented-of
guiltiness in the King and his family ; and not that only, but much corrup-
tion, defection, uncleanness amongst us also, even among us, Lerd.

2. The judgments which have befallen, whereof many are spiritual, such
as darkness, disappointment, the Lord’s turning away from us, the confusion
on the land, on the spirits of his people in the matters of religion and
government, both civil and ccclesiastical. We are compassed with
manifold snares on cvery hand, and there is an outbreaking of wiekedness
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by the allowanee of thess governors, as hateful and abominable, and dis-
honourable to God, as any or all the evils whieli he did deliver us from;
albeit, as to injury against the persons of his people, there be more freedom.

3. Impurity in our societies, fellowship, and administration of spiritual
ordinanees and discipline; where we have almost nothing but formality
and a vizard.

4, The general ecorruption of all estates, and a tendeney to defection,
joosness and the favouring of iniquity. ,

5. Our differences, bitterness, implacableness to one another, uncon-
vincedness, and not taking with guiltiness, no mourning for sin in the land,
unstableness in the truth, following our own spirits ; and no understanding
to ciseern and try the truth and the spirits, but following and mingling in
every purpose much of our own spirit.

6. It would be enquired into, why our ministry and watchmen and their
assemblies arethus? Why his people should be thus scattered and driven
and broken in judgment ?

7. He desires to be humbled under the Land’s and his own base, sinful,
corrupt creeping under and eommitting whoredom with the present power
that for the time rules, without respect to the Lord, as if our sentence
were not from him, This was the sin of us and our fathers, in following
willingly after the sinful eommand of rulers; hnmoderate secking their
face, and lothness to contradiet, oppose, or testify against them. Oh that
there were a spirit of courage and wisdom poured out on us, that we might
be valiant for the Lord and for the truth! Let thy word abide in me, Oh
Lord! This is my humble only suit. And rid my soul out of snares; this
is the trouble and wo which he fears. He desires to mourn for this, that
men have not done for reforming and purging the house of the Lord what
they ought to have done, but letten his pleasant garden turn into a wilder-
ness and confusion, and a place of dragons and wild beasts. Wilt thou not
arise for this, and put on thy zeal? Wilt thou not raise up the instruments?
Lord ! Le is like to stumble at the differences of thy people, and to count the
zeal of all men for God to be wrong, and therefore to fall in a temper of
indifferency and coldness. And desiring to avoid contention, Ob, Lord! he
will let the trnth go, and dispense with duties; and condemn duties. And
this is a grevious snare and a fearful danger, not seen, not seen; and this
day he desires to be prevented.

F
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Many, many fears is he under, and many snares, and meikle [much]

guiltiness. This day he desires to look unto thee in Christ Jesus, and to
believe in his name for merey, pardon, sanctification, wisdom, prevention ;
let him not be confounded. Aud through the Covenant, that is in all
things well ordered and sure, even in all things, to look for help in all these
cases, and other cases beside, which are known to thee. Let him not be
disappointed, not put to shame, for he trusts in thee. Lord! his soul will
not pass by nor dispense with any one particular this day; but desires
through the blood of the Covenant that is everlasting [to] be answered
through his name, and born through. Let not false reasoning and appear-
ance deceive and draw away the heart; for thy law do I'love, in thy laws
1 delight, according to the inward man,
Mr. G. Ha (L) “ Apostasy from God is a
plague and judgment enough in itself, though there were no punishment
following it. It raises an ill report of God, as if he were not good to his
own, or worth the keeping, but to be fled from as from an enemy. ¢ What
evil have your fathers found in me?””  Oh Lord! I flee from thee in many
things, and know it not; or I am blinded, and will not know. Lord
correct, he had never a fanlt to thee, and therefore is the more inexcusable,
if he flee from thee, from his life and from his light, and from his guide and
from his father. Any cause, though never so deeply contrived, though
never so wise, which leads from the Lord, is but silliness and folly. Lord!
print this on my heart, and convince the land of sin, and my soul of sin
and silliness and folly. Silly dove! simplicity cannot bear us out in that
which is evil ; if it be uot seasoned with holy wisdom, it cannot but insnare
and mislead us. Lord! guard and pity my poor soul then.

Success should be rightly and wisely construed. When we construct
providence or judgment wrong, to confirm us in an evil way, it is to speak
lies against the Lord, and to father wickedness upon him, for he takes no
pleasure in any thing that is evil. Much of this kind of lying and mis-
constrning seems to be among us. 1 have redeemed them, and they have
lied against me.” Carnal confidence, or leaning to creatures, and mis-
knowing the Lord, is a great degree of apostasy. They will never mourn
for the sins of the Church or of their own soul, that see not the heinousness
of them beyond the sins of any other. Ol that I could take up sin

* Probably Mr, George Hutcheson.
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rightly, and every thing that aggravates it, and be duly burdened with it.
It is right with God, when men walk out of the way, to make their own
way a snare to them.

(A.) We poor creatures are commanded by our affections and passions,
they arc not at our command; but the Holy One doth exercise all his
attributes at his own will, they are at his command ; they are not passions
nor perturbations in his mind, though they transport vs. Were my
affections and faculties at thy command, I would not seek them at mine:
but when I would hate, I cannot; when 1 would love, I cannot; when I
would grieve, I eannot; when I would desire, I cannot when I would. It
is the better for us, that all’s as He wills. And we need not marvel why He
hides, and does not manifest love sometimes, for He knows the prejudice
which it might do to us. The Lord will never let forth more anger than
may consist with the good pleasure of his will, and his fidelity, and covenant,
and love to his pcople, or that may hinder his sympathy with their
sufferings. Goodness and compassion appears [as] in forbearing to strike,
so in moderating when he strikes, and laying less on us than we deserve.
He suffers their manners. They are cruel to themselves, that put the
Lord to strike; he smites not willingly. Not observing his oft preventing
merey in holding off wrath, is great unthankfulness to God, and a provo-
cation to strike.

Use. To these that have not been smitten in the common calamity, see
that immunity from the stroke be not the saddest stroke. Turning away
anger, and the manifestation of it, may prove the pouring out of greatest
anger. Let us not so much grumble at that which is upon us, as wonder
that there is not more inflicted on ua. We oft sin in not shewing forth our
thankfulness in acknowledging the mercy in our afflictions, whilst we com-
plain. When afflictions are a-dealing, let us not refuse to take our share
with the Lord’s people, though oft they get the first, yet never the sorest.
Join with whom we will, they shall tastc more of the dregs than his Church
shall do.

22nd May.—His soul desired to seek the Lord, and to be cast down
under the loosness of his spirit, and unfavouriness in this week that’s past,
especially his unwatchfulness, carnal-mindedness, formality in drawing near
to thee. Others are this day renewing the scals of their assurance, peace,
and communion, with the Lord of his ordinance, and getting strength and
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grace renewed while he is sitting still. Let them come good speed, and let
iy drought and barrenness be helped in the Lord Jesus! Let my soul live,
and be prepared to reccive more of that life that is hid with Christ in God,
and be purged more of all superfluity and naughtiness, that it may live by
faith !

This forenoon he read the 32nd Psalm, 8, 9. I will instruet thee, and
teach thee in the way that thou shalt go; I will guide thee with mine eye.
Be not yelike the horse, or like the mule, that have no understanding, &e.”
Lord, this does describe the very eondition of my heart; I am like a brute
creature that has no understanding. May he not pray that thy ad-
monition, “be not,” may be a command ? ¢ Be not thou,” thou shalt not be
as the horse. May he not pray and believe in thy name for making good the
promise to me, even to me also, ¢ that thou wilt instruct and teach me the
way that I should go, and guide me by thine eye ?” He desires to have the
faith of this promse in his heart, and to exercise the faith of it, and [that]
I may not let it go. He waits on thee; thou art his rock, lis strength, his
house of defence. Thou wilt know my soul in adversity ; and for thy
name’s sake lead me and guide me.

Oh Lord, print on my heart Psalm xxxi. G, to hate these that regard lying
vanities ; my nature is not bent to hate evil with that indignation that he
should. ¢ What profit is there in my hlood, when I go down into the pit? In
thy favour is life. Let me dwell in thy temple, there cvery one speaks of thy
glory.” “Thou wilt keep me alive, that I go not down into the pit. Let me
not be ashamed, for I have called upon thee.” Oh Lord! mecikle sweetness
in these Psalms: teaeh me to draw it forth, that I may he prevented.

Hosea vii.—This day he Leard that many things might fall in, that we
are apt to rest upon in the matter of repentance ; as conviction, legal work
of terror, some external duties : that there may [be] meikle din and praying
with little substanice. ¢ They cried, but not [to] the Lord with their heart.”
When our cry arose only from self, and fear of our external calamity, we
were no better than brute beasts; howl'd like dogs. There is no vight
turning to God, but when lec is taken up to be the most Ligh God.
Nothing will so surely or suddenly bring on judgment, as defending our-
selves in sin, and not taking with “our sin, and the punishment of it. Our
repentance must not be like a deceitful bow. Prayer and an orderly
conversation must be joined together, or else it is rebellion against him.
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Pealm lxxviii. 39.—We oft partake of the fruit of his compassion, and
know it not ; thereforc we would not taste and see his compassion in any
thing. The choicest of men are frail and nothing, flesh; and as the wind
it passeth away and returns not again. “Cease from man, whose breath
is in his nostrils ; for wherein is he to be accounted of ?”” Uncontentedness
with onr estate, and lifting up ourselves against God, shews we know not
our original. Tho’ man be frail and nothing, yet, alas! 1 esteecm over
meikle of man, even more than of God; for I fear and am over loth to
offend him. We should not complain on our condition here as hard:
when we are under cross, we think we were well if this were over; and
yet we may change our cross, but not our condition. Let us not build
much on outward comforts ; they will not last nor continue. Changes will
trouble us the less, that we resolve with them before-hand, and think not
on building tabernacles to ourselves here. Men are atheists in the point
of their own frail mortal condition here, and atheists in the point of
cternity.

Evidences that we know not ourselves how frail we are. 1. If we be
not evermore in merey’s common. To one that knows his own nothingness,
the Lord’s merey is never tasteless ; he finds it in approaching to God, and
then cries out he abhors himsclf; in deliverances and benefits, he is less
than the least of his mercies. 2. When we expect or drecam of contentment
below in the creatures. He that knows himself, cannot be beguiled of the
world, or disappointed ; he is prepared for the worst it can do, and is not
allured nor taken with the best of creatures. 3. Boldness to sin, an
evidence we know mot ourselves. (1) Meddling with God’s truth and
worship may scem a cleanly sin, &c. (2) To fall in sin, which the word
preached does often challenge. 4. Pride and insolence under prosperity.
They at times think themseclves God, or not in the common condition of
men, but singular. Make them know themselves to be but men. 5. They
think never to meet with eternity, and never to part with the present world,
Lord, discover this, and purge away my dross!

23rd May, 1653.—I have resolved and determined, in the Lord’s
strength, to eschew and avoid employments under Cromwell; I say, "Tis
in the Lord’s strength.
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24th May.—1 spoke with Mr. Leighton® ; he did shew me, that the com-
posing of our differcnces was not a harder task than the finding out the
Lord’s mind by them, both the procuring and final cause. He thought
holiness, the love of God and our brethren, was the chief duty God was
calling us unto, and sobriety and forbearance to one another. He knew
not if it were not from his natural temper, or something of the English air ;
but he thought it was the safest to incline in mdtiorem partem. Much
persecution was there upon our imposing upon one another, as if we were
infallible, allowing none that differed from ourselves in the least measure.
He thought the Lord would break that which we would so fain hold up,
our Judicatories ; he had observed so much of our own spirit in them these
many years past, that he had lothed them for the most part, and wearied
of them. I said indeed, I thought that our Judicatories these three or fonr
years were much deserted, aud without that presence of God in them which -
sometimes was observed. Our differences were [the canse]. That the
Lord might not be traced in his way, and that none may come after him ;
therefore he darkens our mind. Now, oh Lord! guard my heart against
that which I incline unto, even indulgency and counting light of errors and
heresies! and, oh Lord ! guard also, upon the other hand, against that blind
spirit of sinful untenderness! help him to be making a right use of all thy
works of judgment and mercy, and to be thorowly acquainted with thy
will, and the duty which thou callest me unto.

Mr. Leighton said, These differences should make the hope of heaven the
sweeter. I said, "Tis true ; yet so as not to wcary here, or be hasty. He
said, It was the more venial extreme, if any were venial, and better than
any love of the world. I said, One grain of the world’s love was more
burdensom and worse than a hundred grains of untimeous desires after
hcaven. He said, Deferred hope breaks the heart. He said, If the saints
knew the advantages and final canses of their differences and trials, they
would rather trials. And indeed, I think the swect fruit of a sanctified
trial is to sce mercy in it for corrccting our quarrelling, and advantage;
which would make us love the Lord better, and so say, “In faithfulncss thou
hast afflicted me, and, it was good for me, &c.” Tho’ we may not love the

* Robert Leighton, minister of New- 17th January, 1653. He held this office
battle, was admitted by the English to be till his promotion to the See of Dumblane,
Principal of the University of Edinburgh, in 1662.
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sin, yet we may admire and love and adore him that can extract good to us,
and glory to himself, out of our very infirmities and sin.

25th, at night.—It was the night that the Protesters and the Assemblies
Commission came to town.

27th May.—Mr. Blair,® Mr. James Durham, and I, went to the Protesters
in Waristoun’s chamber, and exhorted them to ways of peace and union.
Mr. Rutherford retorted, That he had heard much of peace with men, but
would like better to hear of a peace with God, and taking with sin, that
his wrath may be turn’d away ; without which, a pateh’d peace would be
little effectual.

Waristoun P said, He hoped to see the day that all England and Scotland
should yet take with their sin in defection and departing from the Lord ;
and could not but exoner himself to us, that he thought either they were
right of the Assembly or the Protestation,and that the truth was on the one
side or the other ; and therefore the neutrals were as far wrong as any of
them : and therefore exhorted us to consider.

Mr. James Durham said, That many in the west were weary of these
contentions, and would fain be at the shore.

Mr. Robert Blair said to me, he had as much enlargement and sense of
presence of God, and joy and ravishment in his undertaking the journey to
New England,® as ever he had, or any man had; yet he found, ere the
journey was half done, that it was not the Lord’s mind, but was forced to
return and quit it; and found a more clear warrant that it was not the
Lord’s mind that he should go, but rather that he should stay at home.

28th.—I went to Lilburn to speak anent the cess of the shire, and ob-
tained nothing,—viz. Colonel Tomkins, Deniz Bond, Alderman Ellan,
Bradshaw, and the Lord Gray of Burlie, Alderman Estwick, Sheriff of
London, and Sir John Lenthal, keeper of the White Lion prison; the
excecding growth of their wealth ; pursuers lying in prison and faring well
and enjoying their estates, and their creditors starving; this was to be
redrest.

* The ministers here mentioned are all
well known. Robert Blair, minister of St.
Andrews; James Durham, one of the minis-
ters of Glasgow; and Samuel Rutherfurd,
one of the ministers, and principal Pro-
fessor of Divinity in the NI;W College of
St. Andrews.

b Sir Archibald Johnstone of Warriston.

° An account of the incidents connected
with this intended voyage to America, in
1636, is given by Blair in his Autobio-
gra)phy. (Wodrow Society edition, p. 134,
&e.
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28th.—We had a meeting with the brethren of the Protestation, and
spent an afternoon in jangling without any fruit.

We met with Mr. Douglas® and Mr. Hutchison in the morning, and
ound there was much heat and prejudice in his spirit ; under the colour of
godliness, there was much knavery among them. And he had defended
some of these young men in Linlithgow Presbytery, because he thought they
had good in them ; but, &e. Oh Lord! his soul desires to mourn under
this distemper which he sees on the spirits of men, and these dear to thee.

29th May.—He desired to deal with his own heart, to be sensible of this
judgment, and to enquire from what root it sprang, and to bescech the
Lord to pluck it up. This day he read Waristoun’s paper about Soul-cove-
vanting with God, and desired to yicld up his spirit and soul, mind,
conseience, and affections to the Lord, to be his in a perpetnal covenant
and donation thro’ Jesus Christ, as being not his own, but his, and therefore
should (as he desires grace to do it) live to the Lord.

[L.] Upon Hosea viii. Lecture. Mr. Hutchison. [They] pretend, ¢ Thou
art our God, we have known thee:”” these pretences will not bear out. It
is a woful thing when the Lord refutes these pretences and delusions by
rejecting our prayers. Oh Lord, help me to know when refusing prayer
is a refuting of pretended interest in thee! Shall thy poor people in
Scotland take thy refusing of their prayers as a refutation of their faith
and interest in thy name? Oh Lord, forbid! A rcal interest in God, is
a sure consolation in time of trouble.

D. Tho’ we were not under covenant with God, or would retract our
promise, yet that frees us not from obligation and ties; for we are bound to
him by a law.

D. Profession and Praetice must be joined together ; for it suffices not to
say, My God, we have known thee, while we cast off the thing that is good.

D. No obligation or tie can bind them them that have no principle of
grace. They had a covenant and a law ; yet, &e.

Cross dispensations should not diseourage those the Lord minds good-will
to; and prosperous dispensations should not make them sccure that walk in
a wrong way, displeasing to him. Oh! for faith and discerning to apply this
to these of England, and to these things that are [in] difference among thy
people in Scotland ! for we neither desire to speak good or ill to ourselves
or others of our own kind, but by thee and thy word. The more grace, and

* Robert Douglas and George Hutchison, two of the ministers of Edinburgh.
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the more doiug in religion, Christ gets the more ado. It is good, whatever
befal us, that we be drawing nearer God, and eschewing evil; let men say
what they will, the best way in the world, and the best for us, is to follow
the Lord still. Resting on a standing interest in God, and a convinced
mind of sin and duty, doth beguile many in the taking up of their own
estate. Our good and the Lord’s glory are so linked together, that we
cannot cast off our obedience, but be sure we refuse and forsake our own
mercy. We have reason to suspect all our couneils and ways and affections,
for, if we be left, we would chuse that which is not good to ourselves, bnt
ruin.

Psalm lxxviil. v. 40.—God’s compassion takes from our very frailty a
strong and forcible moving argument to spare, and to do us good: praise,
praise, praise. This mnst be made use of with mueh submission, humble-
ness, wonder, love, and thankfulness. 2. This belongs to them that fear
him: it is his prerogative-royal to reprive from justice a conviet and con-
demn’d creature : none but he that is above justice can do this.

When we have no other defence, frailty may be a ground of not giving
over dependence upon God. As if he should say, What sbould I win
[gain] by destroying them? I wonld but miss my great purpose of gather-
ing and saving a people and chureh to myself; for there is not one of
them better than another in this. 2. Or, as if he should say, It is natural
to man to sin, and therefore I must destroy them all, if 1 should go upon
this ground to punish and undo them when they sin against me. “1 have
seen his ways, and will heal him ” oh such sweet arguings! 3. Frail,
sinful, silly ereature is below me, that I shonld strive or contend with such
a worm it is a small vassalage to me to destroy a flea, a dead dog, as he
said to the king of Israel; dry stubble, says Job; or a leaf of a tree, a
shadow. 4. As if he said, Poor man in his best estate has misery enough ;
tho’ I should not suddenly destroy him, his day will soon eome. They are
short and full of sorrow ; why should I crush him then ? 5. By this I
will give a proof that I am God, and not like them. They are like them-
selves, witless, frail, sinful ; and 1 must be like myself, without spot, for-
giving iniquity, bearing with poor creatnres; and so 1 get more glory
than if I destroyed them: “for my name’s sake I will refrain.”

Use.—You see that man’s preservation is of free graee: many billows

G
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go over his head, and one would soon ruine poor man, if he did let out all
his anger. 2. These that have not another argument to plead with God,
but their sinful, helpless condition and frailty, despair not; use that same
argument well, and it may prevail. Be not discouraged, it is a forcible
argument with Ged, if we have an interest in the covenant of grace; for
we must not look to ourselves what we are; but at the same time we must
look te God what he is. Oh, that we knew these two things aright! Even
when they cry down themselves and abhor themselves most, he casts none
away for their low base condition in their own eyes. There is no such
hindrance as a conceit of any things in ourselves. ’'Tis pride that would
hinder us from being in his common.

D. Whatever compassion we meet with ; in particnlar, of sparing, par-
doning, delivering, providing : let us ever have an eye to cternity. Our
breath cre leng will go out, and not return ; eternity will try the reality
of cur grace.

D. Nothing so much exalts compassion, as his overcoming the sinfulness
and provocations of the creature. 1. Considering that pure justice is put
to silence. 2. Nothing betwixt the sinner and utter misery, but his mere
compassion : were this taken up aright, we would not quarrel with him as
a cruel enemy, albeit it far'd not with us as we desire; but we would
rather admire and wonder that we arc thus spar’d, and that he forgives as
he does. This forgiveness is a great high mercy, but we prize it not; for
who rejoices in the faith of it, and delights himself in God and in the hope
of glory? We bhave not scen the desert of sin; and therefore we quarrel,
when we should adore and admire and sanctify and love his name in our
hearts. Let us daily take a view of sin and frailty, that we may, without
formality or flattery, say, how great are thy compassions! or else I were
undone, undone. This would keep our spirits frem distemper.

This cvening his soul found something of the vertue of the covenant,
encouraging and confirming in the faith of these things he prayed for ; and
he renewed his acknowledgements and engagements to the Lord. He
found, in the trial of his interest in the Lord, that there was no question of
the interest and covenant-right to him, in regard to his frequent, renewed,.
reiterated promises, dedication and oblation of himself, and all that he is,
to the Lord ; if there were any question or unclearness, it was in the Lord’s
being and beeoming his, even his God. He could not say but he had
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grounds to believe the Lord’s condescension, and consent to it also from his
word, by which he has tied himself, and from some small experience. Oh
Lord confirm my soul more and more in the faith of this, that he may believe
perfectly without staggering, and be cstablished, and receive the effect of
thy promise and covenant, according to thy truth and mercy, and plentiful
compassion in Christ Jesus, “in whom all the promises-are yea and amen !”
I desire to “ open the mouth wide, that thou mayest fill it.”

On [Mark]s, afternoon, of a soul that had found the Lord’s compassion in
pardoning. 1. They loved the Lord mcikle. 2. Prized pardon meikle.
3. Wondered at his compassion meikle. 4. Lothed themselves meikle.
5. Saw their own vilencss more than ever., 6. Mourned, and watched, and
repented, [and] feared him, because of his goodness.

1st June, 1653.—My brother Waristoun told me of James Nisbet, and
the Lord’s wonderful dispensations to him; what sensible appcarances of
God he finds in his labonr about ordinary employments. Confirmations
against the English, and complying with them. *If thy eye be single, the
whole body is full of light.” Against his praying in that godless family ;
he enquired into a ealling and warrant for cvery thing he undertook. He
shewed him Colonel Kerr's ® letters relating to providential concurrence of
the word preach’d, Rom. iv. 9, and word read, 1 Chron. xvii. 23, 24, 25,
and what witness was born to his spirit, that his people in Scotland were
approven of him as Philadelphia.

Waristoun. That they were about the duty of soul-covenanting with
God. 2. And ministers enquiring domatim into the soul’s condition of
their people. Alas! so should masters into the condition of their families
and children. James Nisbet farther assured him, that the Lord would [yet]
set up judges among us from onrselves.

2d June.—The Malignants and the Governor of Linlithgow * did beat and
abuse the Presbytery of Linlithgow. They came to me, and desired me to
go with them to Colonel Lilburn.®  Albeit, in the case of difference, [ was
uot clear ; yet thinking it was their Lord they suffered for, I did go: but
met not with Lilburn ; only delivered the errand to Mr. Clark, and he did
promise to write to the Governor of Linlithgow, that they might be admitted
to live peaceably, and exercise their calling. I.ord, teach me what may be
learned out of this providence, and all that I have met with in it.

* Colonel Gilbert Ker, Governor of Lin- b Colonel Robert Lilburne: see p. 34.
lithgow, and one of the Protestors.

»
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3d June, 1653.—Mr. Rutherfoord and Sir John Chiesley * were sent to me
from the brethren for the Protestation.

Mr. Rutherfoord said, they were come to lay claim to me in the Lord’s
name, and desired me to appear for the way wherein the Lord had led us
and blest us for many years,

I answered, That I behoved to say with shame, that I was never forward
nor foremost in any thing that was good; and, if in any thing I was dark,
I could not be truly humbled under it, until the cloud past over.

Mr. Rutherfoord, &c. spoke to the Association and the sinfulness of it, and
that the Word did not hold out a difference betwixt conjunction and
association in defensive and offensive war; that what was unlawful in the
one, was unlawful in the other. Israel for self-defence might not take
idolaters, &c.

I answered, and acknowledged, That iu that I differed; for I could not
find any word or warrant from God to bind up the hands of men from their
own defence, when their liberties, life, estate, and dearest natural interests,
were invaded.

Rutherfoord. Light of nature is no rule for a christian man; he has
something dearer to him than these. "When religion and the people of God
could not be preserved but with the loss of men’s natural interests, the one
must give place to the other; otherwise excommunicate men, and papists
and idolaters could not be debarred.

Sir John Chiesley. ~All men admit, that some, even in these cases, should
be restrained, and will not admit of all.

Blrodie]. I answered, I could wot condescend what cautions [and]
limitations were necessary upon this law of nature; but the hazard or con-
sequence to the work or people of God, might not be a ground to debar from
a natural and moral duty.

Rutherfoord. The debarring these and such men is a moral duty, op-
posite to that light of nature, of self-defence.

Sir John Chiesley. Who dare say, that we may with a safe conscience
set up wicked persecutors to the helm ?

B. I do acknowledge, it is a perpetual and eternal truth and duty, for
us to labour to set up the best of men as rulers over us. But where either

* 8ir John Chiesley of Kerswell, who as civil affairs, was a zealous Protestor.
took an active share in ecclesiastical as well



1653.] DIARY OF ALEX. BRODIE OF BRODIE. 49

there are not such meu, or where we have not the physical power and
calling to set them up, as among heathens, or the generality of a corrupt
people or land ; there it were our duty to vote and endeavour to chuse the
best of the society ;-but, where we cannot carry it, I hold myself bound to
chiuse and aim at the best ; but to reverence and submit to the ordinance of
government, albeit Providence in the call or election should set up wicked
men unfit and unworthy to govern. I would consent, if I lived among
pagans, to chuse a pagan ruler, where I could attain no christian ruler,
rather than live without government, and so living among wicked meu.

Sir John Chiesley and Mr. Rutherfoord assented to the ease of pagans,
but were not clear with me in the rest.

I said, Wherein the Commission of the Kirk did vary from this rnle and
duty, in consenting to the choice of wicked men, or in taking away the
restraints which held out wicked men, they sinned. How far their haud
was in this, I knew not. Next, I said, I was dissatisfied with the bulk of
publick proceedings. The scum of men were gotten up to places of go-
vernment, and, had they prospered, we might have looked for sore days to
the work and people of God in both these lands, for most of them had
enmity at all appearance of godliness. Nay, to set up these again by
French, Dutch, Irish, &c. I durst not consent to it, nor desire it of God,
but rather beseech him not to grant men their lust or desire in this; for,
if matters be ill now, it would be worse.

Rutherfoord said, that was all they desired. I said, The Commission of
the Kirk, and some of their chief members, did disavow the proceedings of
Parhiament in this.

Rutherfoord. What did they against it? Did they shew the Loxd’
mind in it? Isaid, They declare that they did. Rutherfoord prayed to be
kept from closing with malignants or the present power. Who would go
under a house when it was falling? So many testimonies of their ruin
and thy anger against them ;-and shall we involve ourselves in their sin,
and so partake of their judgment? God forbid. He prayed the Lord to
declare who songht him in truth and singleness of heart ; to be kept from
joining with Lutherans, &e.

After prayer, I said, As to the business you spoke of to me, I shall say
this; albeit 1 differ and come not up to see so clearly in these things as
other men, it is my burden ; yet my heart is with you, I shall be loth to be



50 DAIRY OF ALEX. BRODIE OF BRODIE. [1653.

upon a contrary side; I must wait. And,in the mean time, not for my
cause, but for the Lord’s name that’s call’d on me, be instant with him on
my behalf, that I may be to his praise in my generation, and may not deny
his name or truth.

Sir John Chiesley. It would much rejoice us that you would write to
them, and testify what you said to us, that you dislike the bulk of pro-
ceedings.

Rutherfoord. Tho’ you differ in some things, as there is [dxﬂ'erence]
among ourselves anent, 1st, The nullity of the Assembly ; 2dly, Defence, &e.
Yet, if you be satisfied in the chief things, it were a great honour to the
Lord to witness for one truth of his.

B. T answered, God willing, with the first occasion, I shall declare all
that I have spoken to you, both to any of your number, and to these of
the Assembly.

Sir John said, He had been much press'd to seek the Lord in my behalf,
and he locked the Lord would do me good.

I answered, Tt was my chief and only desire that my tongue, heart, hand,
pen, life, and all, might be to his glory: I did count it my greatest honour
but I knew not if ever he wonld honour me to be for him all my days.

When they went away, I bowed down before the Lord, and confessed
for the wrongs I had done to him, it were just with him never any more to
do me good, or honour me to honour him: 1 desired light and strength
that T might not deny him I spread the case before him, and thanked him
that he had sent them to me. T desired he would either clear me that it
was not his truth which they maintained and press’d, or else save me from
denying him in that truth. If he thought not fit to hear me in either, 1
sought grace to bear forgiveness of my ignorance, and wisdom from above
to order my conversation aright; not carnal, politick, time-serving, self-
saving wisdom; oh that were to give over to the devil. But spiritual
understanding to abide in his truth, and that his truth might abide in me;
and that I be not forsaken, but be brought through in the strength and
grace of Jesus Christ

4th June.—Swintoun * desired me to dine withhim. He told me, That he
thought Presbyterians in England apprehended a disadvantage in this
change ; and that one motive was (as the General® said to him) a fear of a

* Alexander Swintoun of Swintoun. . * Lilburne.
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design to introduce Presbytery. As to the Peoples liberty and freedom to
elect, he thought there would be little in that, till they were fitter for it.
And people would offend less [i. e. be less offended] that a supreme power
should rule over them, and to want their liberty, rather than to have a
liberty restricted with such qualifications debarring three parts of the people ;
and there wouid be less favour, emulation, heart-burning, &e.

5th June, the Lord’s day.—He desired to know what should be the ex-
press, particular, solemn errand of the day, wherewith to come before the
Lord. Anent Association . To that objeetion, that by putting power in the
hands of wicked men, we gave them occasion to overturn the work and
cause of God, and to persecute the people of God.

Answer. That was but a eonsequence : if it was a moral duty to defend
themselves, they should not be prohibited to exercise that duty for the land,
and for their own dearest natural interests. 2. Were a wicked man our
son, our brother, nay, a stranger, pursued by a company of robbers, whether
were it good arguing, he is a wicked man, he must not defend himself nor
draw a sword; nay, I will not help nor relieve him, nor endeavour to do it,
because he has done, and may do, meikle mischief, if he escape ? 1 suppose
the same of a mad man. If he be in danger, shall we not help him? If
we be in a society where there are forty wicked men and two godly, and all
punished alike, shall we not permit the forty men to defend themselves?
Must not the two godly undertake to defend themselves and the forty ?

Next it came in my thought, my poor distracted brother: for his wicked-
ness, I may not negleet any means for his reeovery, albeit I have little hope
that ever he shall do good, if he were recovered.

Next the condition of Protestants in Germany and Franee; shall they
not join in eummon defence of their country with Papists, Lutherans ?
Have they ever refused to join in armies on this account, for opposing the
Turk or other common enemies ; or in a land where the twentieth part is
not Protestant or Christian, and nineteen parts Idolaters?  Yet dare I not,
till the Lord enlighten more, justify the taking Papists in the army or
idolaters in tho land, where the constitution and government settled is
Reformed and Protestant. The eanse is otherwise where the government
is as yet constitute Popish. Israel’s case. (Vide June 12.) It may be a
matter to exercise christian prudence, how far to make use of the body of
the land in & common invasion; but that there is a prohibition to the con-
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trary, appears not. Oh for light in this, and for grace to avoid a snare,
that he be not letten [suffered to] reason himself into a pit that he sees not !
Let not his lips open to justify or defend iniquity ! Let not his understand-
ing be that [so] far darkned or blinded thro’ ignorance or corrupt affections,
or carnal reasoning! Oh for grace and light this day !

Forenoon, Psalm xlv. 7. Psalm xl. 4.—* Thou lovest righteousness, and
hatest wickeduess; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with
the oil, &c. and respecteth not the proud, and such as turn aside to lies.”
Oh Lord! I desire to examine my love and hatred. Is this a cause of thy
pouring of the oil on thy Son? Lord! pour of this same oil on his poor
member, that believes in him for righteousness, sanctification, and strength,
to hate and refuse evil, and to discern it, and to know, chuse, love, and
embrace that which is good ; and “ not respect the proud, nor, &e.”

Psalm xliv. 3.—But 1, Thy right hand. 2, Thy arm. 3, The light of
thy countenance. 4, Because thon hadst a favour to them. May not my
soul make use of these instruments and these arguments for their spiritual
deliverance and conflict, and for the salvation and deliverance of thy people?
No other reason can be given, but because thou lhast a favour to them.
We have nothing to boast of, all boasting is ceased, neither any thing to
lean to but thy right hand, thy arm, the light of thy countenance.

Lecture, Hosea viii. 4.—“ They have set up kings, but not by me;
rulers, but I knew it not.” Oh that great truth! The Lord may determine
and permit many things to come to pass, which man brings sinfully to pass;
as this defection from the house of David in the days of Jeroboam. Prediction
and providence cannot justify a person or a people in [a] wrong way; only
to the rule, the word, and the testimony. Devils may boast of providence
in all the success which they get. Changes in civil government oft involve
the actors in sin and much guiltiness. Changes in civil government or-
dinarily, as a consequence, draws corruption in worship after it, the one to
maintain the other. Corrupting the worship of God is a fearful sin, and of
itself sufficient to ruine a people or a person. The holiness or quality of
the person will not excuse error; an angel cannot warrant it ; sin prescribes
not. God reckons with Israel for the corrupt sinful foundation of their
civil government many years after. A way of corrupt and false worship
shall lead men in a strait that incline to it. That policy or security which
is founded on a sinful ground, to the hurt of religion, or in unrighteousness,
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shall prove little to their comfort that take it. Lord, teach me the applica-
tion of these truths at this time, that in the faith of thy word he may get
his steps ordered aright, nay, and his thoughts as well as his ways, withont
mistaking! What is he, that he should not mistake? Every man vanity,
how shall he not mistake ? Can man, unclean as he is, be without sin and
ignorance? Oh no! Teach me to walk humbly under darkness, and to
depend on thee for his light, that he stumble not to thy dishonounr.
Flexibleness, natural goodness, dutifulness, pliableness, want of edge
against evil, is like to be his snare and burial, the very grave of his soul.
“Thou wilt deliver from the grave, and his eyes from tears, and his feet from
falling.”

Sermon.—Suddenness adds much to the aggravation of sin. Alas! after
mercy, and after correction, how apt at all times has my heart been to
decline, and to provoke and forget thee (I may say) in a moment. This is
my shame. It is a fearful thing when no dispensation can do a people or a
person’s turn, neither prosperity, nor trouble, nor trials, nor kindness, nor
severity. The sight of the Lamb, who is the most blest sight to his people,
shall be the most terrible and blackest sight to the reprobate. It is a great
exprobration, when the Lord says,  What have I done unto thee? What
iniquity found your fathers in me?’ &c. Especially mercy shewn in a
strait. Better they had perished and consumed in the strait, than unthank-
fully abuse a mercy. Oh, oh'!

Now for remedy. 1, Put the most desperate case in his hand. 2, Seek
not only to be freed of the plagne and judgment of a declining heart, but
most earnestly seek to have the evil heart taken away, and that seed of
unbelicf and unstedfastness.

A gracious penitent heart [sonl] does not look at the present failing, but
all the sores open; he looks with a mourning heart at all the slips and
passages of unthankfulness throughout his life. 1, Men oft forbear sin, not
out of hatred or grace, but hecause the occasion or temptation is withdrawn :
a3 soon as the spark meets with the flax, again it burns. 2, Men see uot the
sinfulness of sin ; sin and wrath are to themn but a contemplation. Affliction
15 a candle to shew sin; but it is not well if we have not another clearer
candle. 3d Cause of apostasy, when men mourn for the act or outbreaking,
but not for the root and fountain of sin. 4, Spiritual pride, arising from an
endeavour at humiliation and repentance. 5th, Cause of apostasy is, idle-

H
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ness, want of work to hold our spirits in exercise, and giving Christ meikle
to do.

Frequent sinning imports, 1, That no bands ean hold or secure them.
2, This says, dispensations will do their turn. 3, New sins waken all the
old sores, like the digging of unripe graves; it makes them all bleed.
4, It hardens more. Have high thoughts of God’s compassions; for they
never found them, nor have right to them, that have low thoughts of them.
A man may find proofs of God’s ecompassions, and yet find a sad sentence
from him. He had compassion on them oft, forty years, and at last “ swore
they should not enter into his rest.”

June 5th, 1653.—Lord ! this is a time when many are falling away from
thee into error, into loosness, into some kind of apostasy or other; and
others are saying, “ It is in vain to serve God,” his servers are so broken,
divided, ashamed ; therefore he counts it is his duty to cleave the faster to
thee, and to determine and resolve, in thy strength, never to depart, never
to turn aside, nor lust after another idol, or a false god, or a false way, that
thy ways may be in his heart; whatever danger they may bring me unto,
yet they shall be his choice and his wisdom, before all the world. This,
and not carnal, self-saving eraft, and time-serving, is the wisdom which he
craves; but, Oh Lord, how far is he from it ? For thou seest Low corrupt,
unsound, fleshly, double, vain, his heart is, and how soon he will turn away,
if thou preventest him not. Go from thee when he will, he will never do
so well ; he will never meet with the like of thee. Oh! the deceit lies in
the particulars, there’s the snare. No man will take with defection, till
thou convincest. Much of this is requisite in the Land among thy people,
and great defect of it in his heart. Lord! loose the heart from love of
himself and creatures, and unite it unto thee, that he may fear thy name.
In thy light let him see light, even the light of life. Thon art the way,
and the life, and the light, and the truth; and all this, all this, even to my
poor soul.

7th June.—Waristoun said, I would either come a step nearer them, or
step further from them to defection TLord! he sees this evil ready to break
out ; prevent, prevent, prevent, thro’ thy truth and covenant, that he be not
forsaken or turn aside. No better will come of him, if thou upholdest not.
Let him see in persons what to love and what to hate, and in ways of men,
that he may chuse the good and hate the evil, and not halt sinfully. Lord!
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deliver from sinful politick moderation ; that, whether wisdom or natural
goodness, all may be sanctified to the Lord, to the Lord, or else it is cursed.
Clsa, xxiv. 18, to the end, scems to hold forth onr times, and reeling, and
confusions. The earth is broken and dissolved, and moved exceedingly,
reels to and fro like a drunkard, or like a cottage, &e. He is punishing
the host of the high ones that are on high, and things of the earth upon the
earth. They are gathered together as prisoners in the pit. Oh the
promise that follows, that it may be fulfilled! The Lord *may reign in
Mount Sion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously.” Lord!
he desires to be humbled under his present distance from thee. Oh that he
had as much diligence, foreseeing, and care, to avoid spiritual snares, as
helps to compass business! Then shonld he by no earnestness grieve thy
spirit, and make haste to other things
8th June. —I hear of Major-General Dean’s death by sea®
12th June.—At Kirk of Clatt." The Lord did put it in his heart this day
to be exercised in acknowledging the sinfulness of his natural temper, in
want of fervour for the Lord and his glory, and want of zeal and hatred
against sin; that it is not abominable, hateful, lothsome, detestable enough
to him; that he ean agree and comport with any wickedness or wicked
men. This moderation is not of the Lord, springs not from holiness ; but
is contrary to it, and will cut the throat of holiness, and turn all religion to
nature. And the next step will be to hate those that are zealous and
fervent for the Lord’s glory, and in hating of every wickedness and evil,
for he must necessarily condemn these that are not of his own temper.
Hence it is that the world, wicked men, speak good of him and love him,
because he testifies not against their wickedness, complies with them, lets
them live in their sin. Wo, wo, wo to such a temper, when all men speak
good of him; it is not for nonght, it is a dear, dear bought approbation.
Let me be hated, persecnted, torn in pieces by the world and wicked men,

® Major-General Richard Deans was ap-

tioned on 23rd June that year, 1653 :—* Our
pointed Admiral of the Fleet. He was

regiment, with Major-General Deans, lyth

slaln with a cannon ball by the first broad-
side in the celebrated engagement with the
Dutch fleet, on the 2nd of June, 1653.
(Cromwelliana, p. 124, 125.) In a contem-
porary letter, the other officer of the same
name, and probably his brother, is thus men-

near Inverury, 10 or 12 miles from Aberdeen,
toward the hills, &c.” (Letters of Round-
head Officers, p. 60.)

® The Kirk of Clatt, in the Presbytery
of Alord, Aberdeenshire.
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ere 1 sinfully keep silence at, consent unto, approve or comply with, any
wickedness] Oh that he may be at the staff’s end with [a due distance
from] everything that thou hatest, to hate it perfectly, not to regard these
that turn aside to vanity ! Striving at civility and humanity may, if the
Lord prevent not, cost him the loss of thy favour, peril his own sonl, and
cast him into the pit of death.

This day he is to set himself against this temptation, and to besecch the
Lord, thro’ the covenant of grace, that he be not overcome. Reason will
sway much in favour of the tcmptation; Lord, subdue it! Let him be
unreasonable to man-ward, when reason is against thee and his duty!
T'each him to apply Christ for kindling and blowing upon his own firc, that
the affections may be his wholly, sincercly, totally, indivisibly, absolutely,
solely his, without reversion. Thou, Oh Lord, bronghtest to hand and
leddest him upon Mr. Love's sermons this day anent a zealous christian,
“ The Violent take it by Force.”? He thanks, and blesses, and adores, and
worships thee, and desires to believe in thy name for grace, thou art his
all-sufficient Lord God. Print the differences, marks, cautions, instructions,
uses, reproofs, and every truth of this day upon his spirit deeply ; that they
being mingled with faith, he may change his mind, and he be transformed,
and the word be not ineffectual. Oh grant, grant in Jesus Christ !

June 12th.—He had thoughts for justifying Association. The land i«
incorporated and associated, by divine and human laws, into one politick
body and ecclesiastick. 2, Otherwise we must dissolve all bands of com-
munion with them, as with Infidels. 3, Association consists not only in
persoual presence and assistance, but in contributing of men, money, and
other things, &c. Se that we must not take their men, nor money, nor
arms, &c. 4, It were a favour to these men to exeem them ; and no favour
to other men to be burdened, and they eased. (Vide 5th June.)

12th June.—This was a day at the Kirk of Clatt, coming from
Druninour,® in which he was exercised with much violent temptation of
lusts, covetousncss, ambition, with much strength and force. In the close
of the day, the Lord seemed to visit him, and incline towards him, in dis-

* Christopher Love: “The Zealous Chris-  been concerned in a plot against Cromwell,
tian taking Heaven by holy Violence”; in  he was executed on Tower Hill, 22d August,
several sermons. Lond. 1653, small 8vo. 1651. See Baillie's Letters and Journals.

The author, a minister in London, was a ® Druminour or Druminer, an old seat of
celebrated Presbyterian divine ; but, having  Lord Forbes.
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solving his soul into desires and affections after his name, his so precious
name, that then was more fragrant and sweet to him than roses or any
costly ointment or perfume. The Sabbath-day’s purpose and suit was set
on foot, that he might discern and hate perfectly every appearance of evil.
He was cast down under his natural lothness to displease men, or under-
take difficile, imitating duties. This arose either from policy, natural
discretion, or care to preserve himself; and Satan was in all these, if grace
did not season and sway. Let his soul be led forth in zeal for the Lord,
and for his glory, and for his truth, and for his people, and on his side. The
granting this would decide the doubts of Civil government, Association,
church-government My soul desired that there might not be one grain of
his own wisdom or natural affection in these, but to love or hate perfeetly,
as the Lord loves, Oh that the Lord would subseribe, and say Amen !

14th June.—I came to Brodie ; and on the 15th my [soul] was humbled
under the carnal and fleshly affections.

17th June.—He looked on that poor woman Elspet Fraser, and saw her
great pain and sickness, and desired to be humbled under it, and to be
instructed by it, and that the rod might be sanctified both to the poor
creature and to us; .and that he would take off or mitigate the pain, or
bear her up and strengthen her under it. This day, Oh the desertion and
deadness in his appreaching to God, and in reading! He read Psaln
Ixxviii. but it was all locked up, and he prayed and mourned deeply before
the Lord.

17th June.~He got Oliver Cromwell's letter, or rather a citation and
summons to come to London.

4th July.—Oh Lord! he has met with the lion and the bear before, but
this is the Goliath ; the strongest and greatest temptation is last. Upon the
getting of it, he did communicate it unto Mr. W. Falconer, Mr. Joseph and
Mr. John Brodies, Nic.Guthrie, Janet Brodie my sister, and David Brodie ;
and desired them to set themselves apart for solemn seeking of the Lord on
my behalf, for the Saturday and Sabbath-day following; and to deal with
the Lord that this citation may not be a snare to him, but that he might
be led out of the temptation. He is not a man of courage, but faint, and

* Mr. William Falconar, minister of Dyk  Dunfermelyne, and George, Earl of Wintoun,
and Moy, Morayshire, was settled in 1628, his tutor, is in the Editor’s possession, dated
His presentation, signed by Charles, Earl of  in July, 1628. He survived till June, 1674.
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feeble, and unstedfast, wavering, unclear-sighted, and impure. Now, by
the covenant in Christ Jesus, he seeks to be holden up, and [that] the Lord
his God thro’ Jesus Christ may be forthcoming to him for light and strength
and discerning, and courage and faith in his name: he will wait to see
what God the Lord will say. My soul desired to search whether his per-
forming of duties did arise from the knowledge and love of Christ, or from
natural conscience ; and if mortification of lusts of the eye, or the flesh, or
pride of life, did spring from this fountain, or from patural light. Oh help
to examine this decply, that in thy light he may see light, and be trans-
formed into thy image from glory to glory ; and tho’ he cannot bear witness
of himself, yet he desires to bless, praise, exalt, and magnify thy precious
name for ever and ever. It is good and precious, and he has found it so.

. But now his soul desires to return to trace after the Lord’s steps in the
letter or citation from Cromwell. 1, He remarks, that this comes to him
immediately after he had set himself to seek discerning grace, and keen affec-
tions of hatred against all that he hates perfectly, and after his humiliation
under the sense of the sinfulness and impurity of natural gentleness and
goodness, This seem’d to be some antidote against this temptation ; but,
Lord, help him yet better to try and examine. 2, He observed the report
of the great victory by sea obtained at such a time, and what that imported as
to us, in accepting or rejecting employments. Lord, clear thy providences.
3, He took his former resolutions and determinations against employments
into consideration, and on what grounds he had so resolved ; and fix’d his
determination. 4, It appear’d that the condition of his family and daughter
did prohibit him from employment, and call’d him to a private life. So
did the frame of his spirit; for it appeared that he wounld surely be blasted,
and corrupt and wither, if he lost communion with the Lord, and followed
great employments. He is naturally a venturons, undertaking creaturc;
and he knows much undertaking arises from presnmption, and goes hefore
destruction. 5, There is less hazard to refuse and eschew employment,
than to embrace ; less fear and appearance of spare and evil. In the one,
there is certain snare and danger of sinning grossly and foully, and falling
away and withering ; in the other, in refusing, there appears no sin; what-
ever prejudice it may bring upon his outward man, that’s the worst, aud
not to be put in a balance with the other, as it seems to him. But yet he
looks to thee, to thee, to thee. His soul desired to be exposed to the
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cruellest death that man can inflict, rather than partake with wicked men
in any wicked way. Lord! save from wrong application of any truth, or
any general word of thine.

18th day.—In prayer; Alheit that the foundation of the government were
unquestionable and to his mind, yet could he not accept such a great em-
ployment, which his soul lothes ; mnch less can he accept it now, when he
is not satisfied with the grouuds of their proceedings, especially in the
matter of worship which is corrupted, and in the matters of government,
wherein he, at best, is but dark and doubtful.

19th June, the Lord’s day.—He continued to abase himself, and to ly
low before the Lord, and desired to pour out his soul before him. Oh, my
fear, my fear is, that he hide his face, and put away the wretched creature
from him in displeasure ! Oh, frame the heart to seek aright, thou that
usest to hear, and be merciful, not for, but before thy children seek! The
mouth is opened wide, albeit he cannot utter much. Be thou found of him
in the secret, and in the sanctuary ; and grant him the heritage of them that
fear thee. This day hc heard the Parable of the Tares open’d. Oh, my
soul cannot tell the fearful judgment of a dead ineffectual ministry ! O,
there is not one word in my heart, nor can 1 speak nor put forth a thought,
or one word, more thau a man that’s dumb, or hath been long dead! Lord !
unlock, loose his heart, open and enlarge thy hand. What shall come of the
errand of the day, if thy mouth be thus sealed and closed, and his heart also?

20th day.—He read Psalm cxix. 126, 127, 128, and Mr. Dick on this, ®

22d August, 1650.—D. They cannot love the law of God, that hate not
every false way. Now, these of England do not hate but defend many false
ways, and especially in his pure worship. This is to make void his law,

26th June.— tie read Hudson of the Church visible catholic. * He seemed
to be econvinced of that as trnth, and that the church was one, and universal.
Officers, members, excommunication, discipline, laws, commnnion, fellow-
ship, seals, sacraments, covenant, are common to all the churches aud all
christians : ergo the church is one. Particular congregations are members

* A brief Explication of the Psalms, by =~ Church Catholick visible, and the Ministry
Dickson, published at London, 1653, &c., thereof, in regard of particular Churches,
3 vols., small 8vo. discussed.” Lond. 1645, 4to. Also, “ A

® Samuel Hudson, minister in New Eng-  Vindication of the Essence and Unity, &c.”
land, minister at Capell, in Suffolk, pub- Lond. 1650, 4to.; The same, second edi-
lished “The Essence and Unitie of the tion, Lond. 1658, 4to.
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of this church universal,’and a part of it. Particular congregations dis-
pensed excommunication in name of gll the church, and secluded not from
their own congregation only, but from external communion with all that
profess the name of Christ in any congregation in the world. For con-
veniency, it were fit that a congregation should take the concurrence of
other congregations. Now, my soul seem’d to be confirm’d in this truth,
but could not walk in it, nor eould he warrant himself against error and
falling to the other hand. Lord! he looks to thee for strength, that he may
discern falshood, mistake, and error from truth; and that his understanding,
no less than his affections, may be kept pure and clear; and this he desires
to make the exercise of this day, and to join it to that of former days,
wherein he was humbled under the want of lively affections to the Lord, in
hating evil perfectly, and in embracing and chusing that which is good,
fervently, and not coldly. This was the temptation which he feared ; now,
therefore, he desires to set himself to seek the Lord for this, that he may be
filled with right understanding, and a spirit of discerning, to know and take
up truth in simplicity, and duty in its proper place and relation, and sin,
error, snare, in their own colour and nature, and be duly and throughly for
the one in the Lord, and against the other also in him.

This day I was called to the burial of Pat. Campbell’s wife, and had
cause to be humbled under the darkness and deadness of his spirit, and the
many profane, unsavory thoughts of this day, which conld not but hinder
the ascending and coming np of his prayers, which this day were of great
importance. But how is his spirit clog’d, and thy spirit quench’d and
griev’d! Lord, return.

Ist July, 1653.—My Son (aftcr acknowledgment and conviction of meikle
unfaithfulness and unsoundness, and hollow-heartedness in following the
Lord, according to his engagement and covenant) did, after confession to
the Lord’s glory, seek mercy, and renew the covenant betwixt the Lord
and his soul.  This is written in my first Diary book, likeas it is in my Son’s
Diary ® which he is to begin.

2d July.—T received a letter from Tarbat,” desiring me to interpose for
his liberation.

* David Brodie seems to have inherited b Sir John Mackenzie of Tarbat, Bart.
his father's disposition in writing his ex- In 1654, he was succeeded by his son, Sir
periences. Several volumes of his Diary  George, created Viscount of Tarbat in 1681,
are preserved, and will elsewhere be more and Earl of Cromarty in 1703.
fully noticed.
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3d July, on the Lord’s day.—I desired to be directed in that matter, that
meddling in these matters might be no snare to my soul. 2, That the
Lord would pity the proneness of his heart to comply with any men that
had the power. This arises from much, much unsoundness, and want of
due regard to the Lord in his heart; and from too much regard to men,
and want of hatred agaiust evil, which was the sin lately acknowledged,
and as yet that he is complaining upon, and waiting for strength against it
thro’ the Covenant.

3, This day he purposes in his heart to mourn for his unstedfastness,
and the sinful inclinations of his heart to the English employments,
which are like to cost the Lord and his soul very dear; therefore that he
may be prevented, and, for that effect, that it may please his good God to
turn away that snare which he fears of a new invitation to London. Lord!
lead not into temptation, but deliver from evil; for the kingdom, power,
and glory, is thine. He forsees it will undo him ; and thou dost it, if it
come to pass, to humble, if not to ruin him. Look 20th March, the end.

Alas! Lord, the opinion that he and others have sinfully of him, is the
provocation that stirs up thy jealousy to break them to pieces: put sin out
of the play, and let him he broken. Lord! is there nothing else to break
him with, but sin? Is he of that metal, that one of a hundred weights
of thine cannot grind him into powder, but that thy name must be polluted
by him, and thro’ him also by others?

4. Lord! he desires to be cast down, and afflicted under the unsoundness
and doubleness of his heart, the carnality and earthliness of his very wisdom,
beiug unsavoury and without salt, sinful, politick, crafty, selfish, unbeliev-
ing, impure, distrustful, presumptuous, not savouring nor discerning the
things of God.

5. He desires to be humbled under the want of a due sense of the case of
thy people ; that he takes not up wherein their burden lies and should ly;
neither takes he up their and his own present duty, and what should be our
affliction and our exercise, and what is the snare, temptation, and mind of
God to us in this time. Thro’ undiscerning and unsensibleness, he is like
to go far wrong in his judgment and affections and practice. Lord! prevent,
thro’ thy rich all sufficient and manifold Grace in Jesus Christ: it is one and
a chief covenanted mercy.

6. Lord! opinion and conceit of his own wisdom and abilities, and self-

I
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confidence in venturing upon and undertaking employment, is one grievous
sin, snare and judgment, which he is desiring to mourn under ; that almost
he would seck that Thou shouldst take away his life.

7. Lord ! beside all these, and the covetous and corrupt mind that is in
him, and the corrupt suspicious motions of his heart, which he can never
set forth, number, resist, nor overcome in his own strength ; there is one sin
he desires to confess before the Lord, That yesternight, in diseourse concern-
ing the Millenaries, he said, If Christ were to leave the Father and to dwell
on Earth, he would not come with him and get a kingdom here : whereas it
had been bis duty rather to say, Whatever be of that opinion, that, if the
Lord Jesus, personally or mystically, call'd him to suffer death or prison or
banishment for them, he should gnit his own glory and salvation, and con-
descend to glorify Him, were it to go to hell for him, forby [besides] to live
on Earth: Lord! forgive this great sin. He resolved to right the Lord be-
fore as many as heard him deny himn and refuse hiin : but that’s not enongh.

8. One thing he has on his spirit this day, and must be on it many days,
and is to be added to the rest of the particulars which he is pursuing, and
making supplication for before the Lord, to wit, He can say
nothing of the particular ; but he desires to be kept from siuning against
the Lord, his own soul, and the soul of the poor , the souls of others
and that he or his may not be for wo to others, that God should be dis-
honoured, a family where he might be worshipped may not be broken in
pieces thro’ him. He looks in one respect to thy Providence, how far Thou
art pleased to bring things to pass, and worships Thee: 'Tis time he sought

~a sign, but it was a sign for good ; that they that hate him, and spoke evil
of liim for thy cause, might be ashamed, when Thou, Lord, hast helped and
comforted him. Lord! he cannot plead cleanness in this business, but pleads
pardon of first and following guiltiness. Order, order his thoughts and his
heart aright, to be humbled, subject and obedient ; order and change the
heart of the poor ——. Now, Lord, he can only sit down and
mourn : all these might be a subject for many day’s exercise ; and so let it be.

9. He desired to add the particulars of the 12th June at Clatt, and 26th
June. To have the heart set against all sort of evil, and to have a perfect
hatred and averseness from it, and all tendency and appearance of evil; that
he might not venture on the borders of it, but be gnarded, guarded that his
feet slip not. Next, for this end, as 26th June, that he may have the heart
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purified, and be filled with spiritual understanding, which is the eye of the
soul, the spirit of a sound mind. Oh, meikle impurity and darkness here,
which makes meikle, meikle work ! But incline thine ear, for he is poor
and needy. My son’s first Covenant, and my offering him up to God, was
registered in my first Diary Book, 13th January, 1651. But my first obla-
tion was as soon as he was born, even before his baptism; and then at the
Lord’s solemn ordinance of Baptism, where he received his mark and seal
upon him, to be his. .

Anent taking Employments : I desire to look over the exercise and
dealing of the Lord with his Spirit in the year 1652, from the 5th of
January in my Diary of the first Book.

10th July, at Innes.—In which he desired to be humbled for the apparent
breaking-in of corruption upon his inclinations, and was almost overcome,
and his feet well near slipt, in thinking well of Employments, albeit several
Providences seemed to withstand it, and especially that ——. Hedid
set himself to seek, that he might not be led into temptation, but be de-
livered from evil, and kept from the occasion of snares or falling; and
that the Lord (if it seemed good to him) wounld turn away the
for he fears that might be a woful journey to him, if the Lord prevent not.
Not mine, but Thy will, Oh Fatler, be done !

He spread Mr. Jaffray’s ® letter before the Lord, and found it could not
stand with former resolutions. Ile is not the man which others vainly
imagine him to be; nay, nor indeed comes he up to his profession. If the
Lord would uphold, his sonl would, or rather should, chuse to suffer at the
lhands of men, than to fall into the snare and temptation of public employ-
ments.

11th July.—He heard of Mr. W. Falconar’s preaching against these that
left his kirk to hear any other, and W. Lard’s complaint that he was not
editicd by his sermons. This, and the ineffectualness of the Gospel, was
matter of humiliation to him, and of supplication. Ile desired to be directed
whether to write to Mr. William Falconar or not.

17th July.—His soul was under much desertion and deadness ; and that,
to his appreliension, arose from grieving the Lord’s Spirit by immoderate

)

* Alexander Jaffray, Provost of Aber- the Secoud, was afterwards a Member of
deen for several ycars, and one of the Cromwell's Parliament, His Diary was
Scottish Commissioners to King Charles published, Lond. 1833, 8vo.



64 DIARY OF ALEX. BRODIE OF BRODIE. [1653.

care. He also desired to be cast down under the security which he felt,
without sense of sin, duty, or danger at present. Oh Lord! it is not well for
him when he has nothing for Thee to do, and when he has no sense, nor
takes up what it is which Thou givest him to do. Discover and quicken,
for Thy name’s sake. Lord! he desires to mourn under his insensibleness of
his own condition, and under insensibleness of the condition of the Kirk :
he is blind and undiscerning in both these.  Alas! the judgment which we
feel and apprehend is spiritnal, and not felt nor perceived by most in the
land. These differences among Thy people do produce alienation, not only
from one another, but even from Thee. TUpon the one hand, there is likely
to be a breaking-in of error, spiritual pride, contempt of others, disorder and
confusion : upon the other hand, there is like to be a breaking-in of profanity,
malignancy, looseness, and a corrupt, carnal ministry ; hatred of godliness in
the exactness, and power and practice of it; a conjunction of wicked men .
against the godly up and down the land. And, alas that in this several of
the Lord’s servants, dear to him, should be involved! The zeal of the As-
sembly and of —————drives to this. Lford]! himself knows not what to
do ; his eyes are toward Thee this day. Forgive, prevent and shew mercy,
for Thy great name! This day it did fall him to read Gualther on Rom.
xiit. 1, &e.

23d July, Saturday at night.—He was troubled and abased under the
foul, covetous, earthly thoughts which did break in upon him in time of
the Evening Sacrifice : he besought the Lord to drive them away. He per-
ceived it was unclean lusts, unsatiable desires, carnal affections ; and abhorred
himself. He purposed to be humbled in the day following nnder these
thoughts, and the distemper that his mind and spirit was under. He desired
to mourn under the prevalency of these filthy thonghts; and this day to
employ the Lord Jesus for pardon, and for graee, not only against the
unseasonableness of them, but against the iniquity, sinfulness, and pollution
of them, warring against thy spirit; but also he beseeches the Lord for
inward grace and strength against consenting or delighting in any of these
motions and projects of earthly designs, scttling and enlarging of his out-
ward estate, and desire of greatness, or being rich in this world. These
burning lnsts fight against thy spirit, and arise from discontentedness,
unmortifiedness, confidence in the creature, sinful placing of happiness or
contentment in these outward things, want of faith in God, not seeing
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sweetness and fulness and all-sufficiency in Jesus Christ, not content with
him for a portion. Oh Lord! correct and pardon, subdue and heal, and
cleanse, for thy name’s sake. Lord! he looks up to thee in the faith of
thine answer to former supplications put up to thec against the temptations
of publick Employment, and, if it may be thy will, against any call or
voyage to London. Thou knowest his mould; and if thou preventest his
sin and snare, and thy dishonour, and in ridding his soul out of these
temptations, thou shalt be his God, and he shall erect an altar to the living
God, in testimony that his answer and safety is from him. When thou
hast done and granted one suit, it is but the laying the foundation for
another, for an after-mercy. O, there is such a connection of thy grace
and merey, and they are so linked one to another, that, granting one, there is
a nceessity of more, nay, of every grace. Lord, fill with the fulness of God '

This day he observed that he was at much distance from the Lord in
sccret, and knew not what it meant, that there should be any freedom in
publick, and straitned[ness] in secrct: this he desires to searech, 1, If it
note not out nnsoundness and want of sincerity in performances. 2, Craig-
hall® was so ere he was left in the present temptation.

Afternoon.—He desired to be humbled under the vanity, unreasonable-
ness, and boundleness [and] disorderliness of his unsatiable lusts. When
he had attained to all that Le presently projeets, Ol that the heart could
stay there! It is as far from rest and contentment as at the first hour,
when he had nothing. He besought the Lord against this evil again and
again, and as he had discovered the evil of it, so with his whole heart he
intreats the Lord to discover and lead the soul to the cure and remedy of
this folly, madness, distemper and fury. He had never so much need of
the power of the Lord Jesus, and to make use of him, as in this case. Let
hini not return into this prison ! His heart projects for his Alas!
it is alike as for himself. His sickness is very great; Lord heal, for it is
very great! This may be the work and exercise of many days: Oh, let
him not be overcome ! But if therc be any power, strength, communion or
vertuc in Jesus Christ, let it forth, let it forth, and command deliverance to

~ 8ir John Hope, eldest son .of Sir President of the English Commissioners for
Thomas Hope of Craighall, Lord Advocate, the Administration of Justice, in May,
was appointed a Secretary of the College of 1652, but died on the 28th April, 1654.
Justice, 27th July, 1632. He acted as
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his poor, pursued, silly soul, even for thy Name, and thy Covenaut, and thy
Promise’ sake in Jesus Christ.

26th.—He got the Provost’s letter, shewing they collected from my
letter that I would come and take Employment. This did humble, and my
soul desired to be cast down under it. He got Waristoun’s letter and
papers against it. These he spread before the Lord, and besought him
thro’ the Lord Jesus, in whose name he believed, for direction, light,
strength, stability, and counsel, as well as for pardon, that he might be rid
of this temptation; and desired to find another ground from the word to
scttle his resolution on, and that it may not stand on his own bare inclina-
tion. First the parable which Jotham uttcred to the men of Sechem,
Judges ix. 7. Then the word in Psal. xvii. 4, 5. “ Concerning the works
of men, by the word of thy lips, I have kept me from the paths of the
destroyer. Hold up my goings in thy paths, that my footsteps slip not.”

27th July.—I wrote back to the Provost, and, with all the fervency of
my heart, [ assured him I would not take any Employment on me, and that
1 laid aside all thoughts of coming to London ; and I resolved on all the
hazards that could befal me ere I ran myself on that rock.

29th.—1 transcribed Waristoun’s tractate anent the Engagement and
taking Employment from the English. In which my soul desired to be
hurbled under my coldness, and want of that zcal for the Lord Jesus which
I find in others. I loved, but could [not] get my understanding and light
brought up to that tenet, That a christian man ought not to consent to any
government or governor, which may prejudge the intercst of Christ. It
appeared to e, that duty lay in this, to vote, promove and chuse the best
of our society, so far as we could, according to our calling. But albeit
some, nay, most of them were carnal, nay, wicked men; I durst not with-
hold my consent from them, they being lawfully chosen according to the
law of the society and land whereof we are members. Oh that my coldness
and want of zeal may be no ingredient in this, to blind my mind, and to
make this a temptation! Warm my heart with thy fire, and make my
light hot and fervent for thee! To trust government by giving consent to
these of the English, he called Theocide, Kcclesicide; I thought those
expressions harsh, but held my peace, and was cast down before Him. It
was put in my thought to go in and visit a sick woman, that I might have
that occasion to speak a word for the Lord ; but T did not obey, for which
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my heart was smitten. Oh so fearful a thing as it is to refuse or disobey
the Lord’s Spirit in a motion to any duty! He desired to be cast down
under this, and to go back next day.

30th July.—He -found covetonsness getting ground in his heart, unsati-
able desires of lands and riches, the desire of acquiring ——, and many
waste [vain] projects, and impatiency, and want of contentedness, albeit he
had that which might satisfy and well content bim; and he found it was not
ten hundred times what he possesses that counld content and stay his mind
from impious, greedy, unsatiable lusts and desires. Therefore, Lord,
answer him not according to his lusts, by in Thy mercy! The love of other
things will soon turn and eat out the love of God out of his soul, and drive
the Lord away. What avails prayer as long as these lusts remain ? Lord,
purge out and mortify, and help him to believe in Christ Jesus for sanctifica-
tion and strength, and in him to resolve and fight against this evil! He
finds the effect of it in this, that he scarce can allow meat and fish, and beer
and victual, npon his family and upon the poor. Lord, pity! What will it
turn unto, if Thon preventest bim not? Discover the evil and danger of
these and many other soul-slaying corruptions, which he is not aware of.

31st July.—His soul desired to be further cast down under the same evils,
especially the inordinate desires of bis heart; which ten worlds, and that
which might be a competency to ten thonsand persons, cannot satisfy his
lusts, but he wonld lust more. The stronger these become, snrely his affec-
tions and desires after the Lord and lis Christ do become the colder and
weaker and fainter. Let his soul be afflicted under the distemper that it
isin, of immoderate love to the world and creatores, and destitute of un-
feigned fervent love and zeal for and after the Lord. He reads with little
delight, and is overcharged with violent corruptions in time of duties, griev-
ing Thy Spirit thro’ remisness, loosness, inordinateness; where-through
there i3 a fearful decay creeping on, and he is like to be cutted off from
among the living. Now, Father ! prevent and restore, repair the breaches,
and cause him to recover strength, before he go hence, and be seen no more.
All the snares, sin, burden, guilt, and several dangers that ten thonsand are
lying under and mourning for; all these are, alas! albeit unfelt, lying npon
him alone. It is true, sins and snares, and dangers and temptations, spiritual
decay, guilt, wiles of Satan, deceitfulness of heart, spiritual wickedness, are
hid from his cyes ; and his barrenness and unthankfulness, unbelieving, un-
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soundness, unstedfastness ; but they are not hid from Thee. May he, in
Chirist Jesus, seek to have the sin, danger, duty and remedy, to be discovered
this day. This is the work of the day ; bnt it is like to fail in the how [to
be in vain], for want of deep and serious consideration, and for want of
faith in Christ for life, and repentance, and renewing grace. He looks to
His name, and to His temple, and to His holy hill: let his eyes fail and sink
in his head, but let them look to Him, and never turn away. He sets all the
temptations before Thy face, and before his own this day. Now, Lord ! con-
sider if he be for them, if he may be against any one ; were it against the
temptation to covetousness and immoderate desires, or were it against the
temptation to employments or time-serving; or against the temptation of
following carnal reason, self-love, indifferency and lukewarmness in things
concerning thee : were it the grossest sin, forby [besides] the subtilest sin,
he could not withstand nor hold out, nor discern evil from good, nor resist,
nor hate, and flee from and abhor the most manifest evil. Lord, now pity
such a case! Oh for faith in Christ, for sanctification, and strength, and
direction, and renewed light and life from him, or else he perishes !

This day, afternoon, he desired to be cast down under the deadness and
lifelesness of the ministry, and the misapplication of it in some things also,
and under his unfruitfulness and barrenness. In the meditation of the
reprobate incorrigible estate———* Before the children conld do good or
evil (he said) Jacob have I loved, Isau have I hated.” Yet, Lord, there is
guiltiness Alas! he cannot tell what ails him. He is feared at
every shaking of a leaf shall kill him like Cain ; so that every tempta-
tion, every bait, every allurement, every danger, threatning, donbtful case,
every false reasoning and perswasion of men, draw him off his feet. Lord,
prevent. But the Lord Jesus is hid from him, and he cannot stand or be
established out of him; if he be hid, his soul may give over and renounce
salvation, and safety and defence. And is he not hid from thee, oh my
soul? Is he not unapplied ? Is he unbeautiful, un-made use of, lying by ?
Then, Lord, I shall not marvel that I perish. I cannot, I cannot, I cannot
get seen through this condition. Had he the strength, and resolation, and
firmness, and sanctification of an angel; Lord, it is unable to bear him
through ; it cannot do his turn ; he cannot be content, nor rest on it. Once
the Lord Jesus was known to be the All in All: that I may never unknow,
nor forget, nor unlearn that, is my soul’s desire this day. Therefore will
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his soul wait, breathe, look, pant, and desire to believe; and, in the mean-
time, renounce all confidence, hope or comfort out of him, and shall desire
never to be at rest until he appear. May his soul say, Return? Can he
say that he is gone, or that he was never here? Oh that his eyes may not
fail!  After prayer, it appeared to him that his natural corruption was so
strong, and so contrary to the wisdom of God, that he saw not so mnech
difficulty and impossibility in the salvation, and sanctification, and cstablish-
ing any soul in the earth, as himself. He compared his nature——and
found there was more crookedness, craft, man-pleasing, servile time-serving
and baseness of spirit in him, and inelination to follow any thing that had
power, sinful complying, fearfulness, and want of courage and stedfastness
for the Lord and his truth. There was that [so] much following, and ad-
dictedness to carnal wisdom, and his own deceitful, fleshly counsels and
will, that he did resist the will and Spirit of God, and could not perceive
nor be subject to it ; but was apt to stumble at it, and to deny the Lord
Jesus, and turn enemy or neutral, to thc shame of the Gospel: so that no
[Devils] nor any man on earth had so much foul strong corrnption in
him, as my soul has; or that needed so much sanctification, prevention, re-
newing, strengthening, upholding, inlightning, convincing, overpowering
and overmastering grace to incline the will, and to inform the judgment,
and to open the understanding, and to waken and purify the conscicnce, and
to set and keep the affections right: Not one like him in all the earth.
And if upon a small, dim, dark view, this appcars, and that in regard of
one branch of his inclination ; oh if he saw all, and had a full view of the
uncleanness, nobelief, putrifiedness of his corrupt infected nature, defiled,
blinded, overgone with covetousness, vanity, immoderate carnal desires, dis-
trust of God, idolatry, error, pride, hypocrisy, will-worship, formality, super-
stition, ungodliness, impenitency, deceit, security; without knowledge, or
love to the Lord and his Christ! If he saw all his Gospel sins, and sins
against the law, against mereies, covenants, judgment and corrections, in
refercnce to the public and the family, and the secret relations and walkings .
then what would he say or think of himself? In the close, he read and
pray.d and helieved upon the xci. Psalm, and sought that, instead of the
thing promised, he might get that which the promise was made upon : “ Be.
cause he has set his love upon me,” Oh that I could get my love set on thee!
and it would be deliverance and reward, and he would take it as the fulfil-
K
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ling and accomnlishing of all thy promises to himself: it would content
him,

1st August, 1652 [1653.]—This day (in his ordinary) he read Ambrose,
his Cautions and Directions for denying self and abilities, natural parts of
wisdom, discretion, learning, gifts of prayer, utterance, preaching, common
gifts, of mortification also; and he read in him the rules for self-denial in
worldly profit, great estate, riches, and earthly, fading, uncertain, imaginary,
deceiving, false contentment, which my heart promises to itself in these
things, and in heaping up riches, as if happiness consisted in them. He
asked at his soul if this could consist with the Covenant, and the giving up
of himself and his contentments, desires, profits, parts, and all that he has
or is, to Jesus Christ. Thou makest him find something of the evil,
vanity and vexation here ; and he thanks thee for it. But, if his heart go
on, will they not as utterly separate betwixt his soul and thee, and part the
Lord and him, as adultery will divorce ; open, shameless, renew’d adultery,
and leaving the husband’s house, company and society, and hating it, and
going after and living with another, will infer and procure a necessary
divorce? All that was read or said, was seasonable and pertinent, and be-
longed to him ; only no moral perswasion of man, no half-conviction can
incline, and overcome the lnst of an evil heart, that is [hug’d.] Oh that he
may know the power of thy Grace, as well as the end of that light which
has appear’d, that he may deny all these, deny self and wisdom, policy,
craft, discretion, servile base man-pleasing, and seeking their favour that are
in power! Oh, help to deny himself in these, in these; and to take up
resolntions to be more, nay, thoroughly for the Lord, and to be against all
that’s against him, persons or things; to hate all perfectly that Le hates,
and to cleave to the ways, persons, and courses that are for him, cost
what they like! Oh, remember the prayers at Clatt and since, that thou
wouldst set the heart against, edge the affections against, complying with
any evil or appearance of evil! Fill with discerning and zeal, that he ma
not care for men, nor self nor safety; but may offer up all to and for the
Lord. Oh that he would loose the heart from all else, and honour his poor,
unclean creature, that has denied him, and is in danger of denying him !
Oh that he may be honoured to confess his name, to the hazard and pouring
out of his life! Oh for light, conviction, strength, encouragement in Jesus
Christ! Oh Lord, his heart has to do with his devil; all men speak good
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of him: Wo to you then, says the Lord. He has made this his aim, at
least it has been a strung dreadful temptation : he hasbeen loth to incur the
ill report and opinion of men, or to displease them ; but has been for pleas-
ing all men, complying with all men, fawning upon these that have had
power, were it the devil, to bow to him. Oh this monstrous idolatry !
Lord, pity, and help him to renounce, and to deny, and cast out this devil.
Oh for discerning ! Oh for strength and uprightness, and to be emptied of
secret, devilish self! Also, Lord, he has to do with temptations of covetons-
ness and earthly projects, which are very violent, and become very strong.
Thy outward benefits, in thy increasing his external condition, are like to
be wrong improved, and cost his soul dear. Lord, if he has found favour in
thy sight, prevent him ; for he is brought very low. These, these are the
sins, the lusts, the idols which he desires to slay before the Lord: Where is
the knife? Where is the fire to burn them? They are readier to burn
him and kill him, than he is to kill them. Lord, these, or his soul, must be
presently killed and undone : Break in therefore forcibly and effectually ;
let him sce where deliverance and safety is, for it is hid. It is not to be rid
of these thoughts, but it is to have them slain and plucked up by the root,
that they may never spring again, nor live, nor prevail, so as they have
done. If thou wouldst call and draw, he would count it mercy to be taken
from the strong temptation, if thou wilt not take them from him.

1st August, 1653.—This day he entred after the rcading Waristoun’s
Tractate about the Engagement and taking Employments. He began to
examine that great question, Whether we might consent to governors that
were enemies to Christ, or to any that would secure religion and the Lord’s
interest? e doubted ; and did set down some questions and considera-
tions hereanent, in which he besought the Lord to take away all the dark-
ness, misunderstanding, carnality of his reason, which secmed to contradict,
or not to close with this. He desired to be taught by his Word and Spirit;
and that his tongue may rather cleave to the roof of his mouth, and his
hand wither, and his [eyes] rot out of his head, ere he spoke, writ, con-
sented to any sin, or unlawful act or tenct: this seems so dangerous, that
his flesh shakes to enquire into it, or to defend anything in the contrary.

2d August —Reading Ambrose,* his Self-denial, p. 131, he warns us to

* Tsaac Ambrose, an English Calvinist highly esteemed. and often _reprinted. He
divine, whose works have always been was born in 1592, and died in 1674.
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resist fleshly impediments, as distinctions which a carnal heart will furnish
plentifully for saving the estate or life, or eschewing the Cross. Some make
a fair shew in the flesh, and constrain to circumcision, lest they should suffer
persecution for the Cross of Christ.

Persuasions.
As, 1. Yield a little to the time.
2. Save thyself and thine.
3. Art thou wiser than such and such.

Answer to them all, “ Get thee
J behind me, Satan.”

Oh Lord! deliver my soul from intangling, insnaring distinctions, which
subtil carnal wit and reason may suggest.

4th August.—I read Ambrose about observing, right construing and lay-
ing up Providences and Experiences ; and found it experimentally a sweet,
useful duty ; and besought the Lord to be led to it, and that it might be
sanctified. On the day before, he remarked much sensible profit by reading
and conferring upon the Word, and found by it, help in prayer, doubts
loosed, spiritual dangers discovered. He beseeches the Lord to confirm this
mercy, and the blessing of the Word to his soul. In the worship, as he
was seeking some increase of sanctification, be feared corruption in the very
petition, that self-love and self-estimation and adorning might be mixed
with it ; and therefore desired to make the Lord Jesus his sanctification, and
the end why he seeks it, not for himself, but to the Lord. The Lord dis-
covered another deep deceit of heart to him; that there was and might be
more affection to God in a duty of prayer, than therc was holiness in the
conversation ; and therefore Grace may not be assured by some holy affec-
tions in prayer ; for he found nothing answerable in his conversation. Lord !
as thou discoverest this deceit, so heal it ; that he may not receive the Grace
of God in vain. Oh, the strength of corruption all this while, especially of
his carnal wisdom and reasoning, which he is more led by than by thy
Spirit, or faith in thy Word and name. He found that never any soul had
had more experiences of the folly of carnal, corrupt ways, and of uneven
and unrighteous courses. He fouud by experience many times how good
the Lord was, and how good a thing to serve him; yet these experiences
wrought not faith, and such a ready obedience and giving up of himself to
the Lord and his service absolutely, and to walk in the faith of his experi-
enced tried word thoroughly, as he ought to do; but, for 2ll that he has
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found, is more apt to follow carnal, unbelieving, crooked, wrong ways, that
he is sure to have no profit in, but will be ashamed of. Oh for faith, where-
by to overcome the World ! or clse he will be overcome of the World.

4th August, 1653.—This day I went to Leathin; and, in the managing
of business betwixt the father and his son,* he met with much infirmity, in
himself especially ; both sin, impatiency, and anger, which arises from in-
ward pride ; for the humble spirit is ever lowly and meek, and will see more
wrong and disorder in his own natore than in any other, and will spend it-
self more in grief for sin, than in anger that every body’s disposition is not
according to his humour ; particularly on occasion of some unreasenable-
ness, he said, He wished his tongue to fall out if he should open his mouth
in such a business again, and being too peremptory in refusing to stay sap-
per. Oh Lord! this is an iniquity and evil which he has used oft to fall
into; therefore he desires to mourn and be cast down under it, and desires
to note this his own shame, and to record it, and beseeches the Lord for
strength in Jesus Christ to mortify and overcome this corruption ; for much
is thy Spirit grieved by it. He believes in the name of Jesus for Grace
against it, and in his name desires to be brought under an humble resolu-
tion and determination against it, thro’ faith in the Lord Jesus; that he
may learn more moderation and meekness in the matters of men, and more
zeal and fire according to knowledge in the matters of God, and may dis-
cern where his glory requires it. In prayer he was convinced of much sin
and guilt in matters of public government; self-seeking, partiality, un-
soundness, fearfulness to offend men, pride, conceit. Oh Lord ! humble and
purge.

5th Aungust.—Against E. Glencairn and Balcarras. This day came
Captain Deal and his troop, and quartered on my land in their march:
they destroyed the young oak and birk which T had sown and planted in
the little park. Now this was, in my estimation, a very great cross; and
desiring to search into it, what reproof or instruction it had in it, I besought
the Lord to discover if this were his mind. 1, To reprove my too much
care of my planting and young tender trees, and my too little care of the
desolation of his church, ordinances, and people, which were his delight.
2, It reproved my taking too much pleasure in these outward comforts,
and therefore would have that mortified. 3, It reproved my not laying

* Alexander Brodie of Leathen, and his son.
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to heart the case of his vineyard, which was far more beantiful and delight-
some than his fading grass. 4, He thanked the Lord that had in wisdom
chosen to humble him by a cross from him, [rather] than to leave him to
fall into snares through them ; and in his heart counted the cross a greater
mercy than the highest preferment or benefit that he could attain by them.
5, By this he desired to be warned and fitted for any harder trial that is
to come on him, upon his earthly comforts; that he may be prepared to
forego house, estate, lands, mother, children, ease, life, credit, friends, for
thy name. 6, Albeit he could not say that this was suffering. for the Lord,
yet it was suffering in him and by him, and desired to bless his beloved
name. 7, He prayed that his spirit may be kept from bitterness or vin-
dictiveness, and from misinterpreting the providence ; but that the prayer
at Clatt oft renewed may be heard, and his soul may be kept in life, at a
due hively defiance of hatred, and. dislike, and indignation, and zeal against
evil and all appearance of evil, and in love with every thing that’s good,
both persons, and actions, and courses ; and to be kept from sinful, politick,
carnal indifferency : that his soul may discern betwixt that, upon the one
hand, which is carnal zeal and carnal compliance; aud the zeal of God
according to knowledge and holy moderation, upon the other.

He received Mr. James Guthrie’s® letter anent Colonel Ker, and prayed
the Lord for a free spirit. He writ to him that he hoped, upon grounds of
conscience and religion, he had refused the employment. Oh Lord! help
him to build sure in that natter. 8, He desired to know in this day of
trial if the Lord were not pointing at the unscasonableness of my earthly
delight, when his church and people were under a trial.

7th August.—Sabbath morning. He could see no light, nor find any
life. 1, Could find no sense of any sin burdening; 2, Nor any sensc of
want; 3, Nor any sense of danger spiritual; 4, Nor any thirst for the
Lord Jesus; 5, Nor any fear of snares; but a heart overwhelmed with
stupidity, carnality, loosness, unbelief, security, deadness, distance with the
Lord, uncleanness, unstableness, earthliness. Oh ILord! help him, under

all this, to get the eye directed toward thee in Jesus Christ for life, and that
in more abundance.

_* Mr. James Guthrie, minister of Stir- treatise, * The Causes of God’s Wrath,” in
ling, and one of the leading members of 1653, for which, after the Restoration, he
the Protesters. He was the author of the was tried and executed, in June, 1661.
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9th August.—In prayer he besought the Lord to raise up nourish[ing]
fathers to his Kirk ; and, in the meantime, that himself and his people may
be kept from taking with wrong fathers, and mistaking stepfathers for
fathers, even albeit they gave never so many favours to allure ns to call
them fathers that are not. If his body was the temple of the Holy Ghost,
was not his spirit much more [s0]? Therefore that it may be, as a temple,
kept pure and undefiled to him; the mind free from error and darkness,
the affections from looseness and disorder, the conscience from deadness or
blindness, the will from perversness, sinful facileness, and unstableness;
but that he may be filled with the fulness of God.

10th Avgust.—This morning, having heard from John Forbes that there
was a proclamation against praying for the King, his soul bowed down
under the trouble that was like to come upon ministers, and resolved to
beseech the Lord earnestly in this matter, to give his servants a right
understanding and the spirit of a sound mind, and to myself in particular.
2, Next, that this be not a snare to them, nor any impediment to the
preaching of the Gospel. 3, That the Lord wonld remove the cup, if it
seemed good to him, and that by what means should be most acceptable ;
and, if he would not, then to sanctify it to them, that it be not a stumbling-
block, but that their sufferings may be approven as for and to him. He
desired also to spread that business before the Lord, which he——

This day he read Gnalter ® on 1 Cor. v., who thinks that Tradstio Sathanc
was extraordinary, whether bodily punishment, or on his mind by apostolick
power inflicted ; and he thinks it was not excommunication. He is against
secluding from the Communion any that confess their fault, and profess re-
pentance. He is against Ruling Elders or Senatus Ecclesiasticos taking
government on them, and power to seclnde or censure Magistrates; and
says, It belongs to the Christian Magistrate. At his City [Zurich] the
Zurichers did by their civil law seclude from [the] Sacrament vitions or
scandalous persons, and did compel these to communicate who neglected it.
Form of discipline caunot be uniform and universal. Lord, my soul was
humbled under this, how nch the good man differed from the trnth which
we profess ; and besought the Lord to pity his Church in these poor lands,
which is in danger to be shaken and destroyed presently.

* Rudolph Gualtherus of Zurich, an and author of various Commentaries on
eminent Swiss divine of the 16th century, the Scriptures and other works.
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12th August.—Colonel Morgan marched west against the L. Balcarras,
and E. Gleneairn, and Glengary. He worshipped the Lord, in the conside-
ration of the many commotions and insurrections that this poor land was
subject unto ; a city of tumults. Lord! he cannot seek a blessing on them ;
but submitted them to thy wisdom and goodness, to order the event to the
good of thy people. He was told of his Son’s irreverence and incogitancy
in time of prayer and divine worship. His soul desired to be humbled
under it, and to beseech the Lord in that matter on his behalf for pardon
and grace.

13th August, 1653.—This day he heard of the Highlanders being within
six miles of Inverness. Leathin came to advise with him what to do. His
soul did spread before the Lord his own and the land’s perplexity ~That
which might be his greatest burden was, that he saw not the Lord ; it was
not with him as in times of former suffering and trial. He had something
which, as sin, he avoided, and comfort in submission, acting or suffering ;
but, alas! he finds no aect nor operation of the Lord’s Spirit and his own
conscience ; but reason-natural working and trying what may be safest.
This is the ground of most perplexity ; and why should he not hide his face
while it is thus? Lord, this day he desired, and did of new offer up and
resign his body, mind and spirit to thee; and besought thee to lay thy
sweet law, and command, and yoke upon his heart. It was the only sole
desire of the heart, that he may be kept in thy way, to discern and hate
every evil, and any appearance thereof; and that there may be a
willing heart in him to do or suffer in and for thee, and not to seek safety
and self-preservat on, and to decline the Cross, and shift it by any indirect
crooked by-way; but to be born through, and be accepted of thee, and
established thro’ Jesus Christ; and that thy love may be as a fountain of
refreshing water at his heart, and may make every duty, albeit never so
costly or painful, to be delightsom and sweet to me, and preferable to goods,
house, children, liberty, and life itself; but, Lord ! T am far from this. He
besought the Lord to be fitted for the storms coming on; and, for this end,
he desired to separate himself for seeking the Lord in the day following.
He hath been his refuge and strong tower ; and will thou not be so still,

* Colonel, afterwards Major- General,. inFrance and Flanders against the Spaniards,
Thomas Morgan, who distinguished him- in the years 1657 and 1658. His Memoirs
self at the siege of Dunkirk, and in thewars  were printed at Glasgow, 1752, 12mo.
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that tronble drive him not further from thee, nor make him stumble ?

He received another letter from Provost Jaffray, desiring me to go up. He
desired also to spread this before the Lord. He heard of the new sea-fight,
and victory over the Hollanders ; and besought the Lord to sanctify that
providence, and to give us the right use of it. He read Ambrose, ancnt
admitting or joining with scandalous in the Lord’s Supper: and was exer-
cised under the darkness of his mind, and blindness and untenderness in
practice and affection in this point; and besought the Lord to clear the
mind and purge the affections, and to quicken him, and fill with zeal and a
sound mind.

14th August —This was a day of humiliation for the canses foresaid. In
this day he desired to put away all his very lawful delights, and to ly in
the dust before the Lord for the extraordinary disorder in his heart, that in
very duties he is without love to the Lord: they are not from love ; and
love would make him more fruitful, and abound in all patience more, and
make duty more savoury and lively. “Cursed be they that love not the Lord
Jesus.” As also, that in his resolutions anent the present trials which are
lying on the land, or coming on, he finds not the heart walking upon strict
grounds of conscience, holding by a rule, making the Lord and his Word
the guide ; but is led by carnal natural reason, npon grounds of natural
wisdom, self-love, and for eschewing danger. Oh ecursed, woful temper !
Oh heavy judgment! Oh, what can follow but judgment? Alas! he can
neither resolve nor pray against this sore woful sin and evil. Lord! that
his will, affections, counsel, resolution, may be pointed out, and ruled abso-
lutely by the Word! Whence arises this evil? Whether that he knows
not thy will distinctly, or that he smothers and suppresses, flights, resists,
bears it down, and will not be subject to it? Is it from want of light, or
want of desire, or from want of sineerity, or from want of strength? This
is that he desires the Lord to help, or else all will be destroyed, and his soul
undone, and thou will lose all thy labour, and the ereatnre is and will be
cutted from the Lord Jesus, even as from salvation, so from being a subject
of his kingdom, which is more loss than the loss of his salvation. Lord!
publish and proclaim thy law in his heart! So use Kings to do in time of
insurrection and invasion. Oh let him hear the voice and sound of it, and he
shall not be doubtful or indifferent any longer, but shall be zealous and obey !
Let the one be a pledge of the other !

L
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This day he desired to lay before the Lord the case of his people, and to
have a right view and sense of it on his own heart. Oh, the end of this
day’s drawing near to thee is, that he may receive the Lord Jesus in his
heart as a King and Sovereign, as well as a Saviour: It is, that he may
have the sense of his love ; and the effect thereof may be this, that the poor
creature, as he hath formally given up, so he may actually and effectually,
really and thorowly be in, for, and to the Lord, in all the powers of the soul
and mind within, in all his actions and thoughts, words, ways and enterprizes;
that he may know him, nay, and none but him, and may be dead to all
things else, and they to him. Oh, these things that are coming would re-
quire this! If thou hast a house or place in the land or in his heart, that
thon wouldst lay in furnishing and arms, fortify and maintain that which is
thine, Should the King be angry that he be wakened by his poor subjects,
who desire to live under him, to fight and die for him, to hold out and resist
for him, to rcnounce and deny obedience and service to any but him? Hear-
ing of invasion, they tell him he knows low to defend, and manage the war -
better than we. Will he let his poor dove, his bride, his little ones, his
temple, his heritage, fall into an enemy’s hands and be lost ?  Will he sleep
and keep silence? Oh, far be it from thee! Teach him what and how to
ask !

21st August.—IHe observed he was much straitned and deserted in wor-
ship when there were strangers present; which he took to arise from either
the Lord’s preventing vain-glory, or puffing up of his heart, or punishing
unsavoury, graceless discourse and communieation ; and his soul desired to
be cast down and afflicted under it, that he would help him to find out the
cause and root of it. Oh L[ord]! Oh how little effect it scemed to have !
Yet keep him from wearying, or ecasing from his duty. Lord! for these
many days his soul has seemed to hin to be without any sealed instruetion.
At present he fecls much formality, deadness, loosness of spirit; and he de-
sires to beseech the Lord in this matter, and to know the duty of this day.
He read Gualter on 1 Cor. x., * Let him that stands take heed lest he fall.”
This is a sin incident to these that have received some knowledge, and have
taken up resolutions and [a] profession, and think not to lay it down again.
Oh the need that my unsound heart has to consider, be humbled, and believe
in the Lord Jesus, and watch continually against these temptations ; that I
grow not remiss, careless, secure, indifferent, earnal, self-confident, insensi-
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ble, or forgetful of spiritual snares or daugers; that the judgment go not
wrong, the affections cool not, deadness overtake not, and creep in upon the
conscience ! Oh so unstable a creature as he is!

This day the Lord by providence led his eye to read and his heart to
consider that of Prov. xxviu. 20. ¢ He that maketh haste to be rich shall
not be innoeeut.” And his soul was humbled within him, and he sought
the Lord to give him the faith of this word, that he may be delivered from
this sin and snare of hasting to be rich. The skill of thy hand ean, through
Jesus Christ, set the heart so far from the desire of these things, as not to
become touched with, or eonsent to, that temptation; a sight of the vanity
of these things, and a sight of better, would soon cool and quench the heat
of his lust after so poor au object: but alas that they do not appear so
little worth in his eye as they are indeed! The possession of them cannot
make him or his children happy. ¢ Shall not be innocent.” Sin and snare
are inseparable from this evil desire of making haste to be rich. Lord! in
this is not one sin punished with another? Hastiness to be rich and im-
moderate desires of the world are punished with a giving up to other gross
sing, of unrighteousness, oppression, unevenness, uncharitableness, crooked-
ness, deceit, falshood, unjustice, rigour to tenants, straitned[ness] to the
poor. Oh this is the punishment of covetousness, one sin with another !
So the covetous person cannot be innocent. Lord! he adored thee this
day in the reading of Job xxii. 23, where grace is promised as a reward of
turning to the Almighty. Oh sweet reward! “If thou return to the
Almighty, thou shalt be built up, and thou shalt put away iniquity far from
thy tabernaele. For then shalt thou have thy delight in the Almighty,
and shalt lift up thy face to God : thou shalt pray, and he shall hear; and
thou shalt pay thy vows.” Oh Lord! he desires to believe in thy name
for the making good this word ; he believes on it, and desires to feed on the
hony of it. Oh what encouragement it affords to a poor soul that cannot
get his delight in the Almighty, and cannot get iniquity far removed from
his tabernacle, and cannot get his vows performed and his prayer heard !
Lord! this is not the manner of men to make thy very command their
exceeding great reward: Oh that I may preach thy truth and faithfulness,
and I shall declare it unto the congregation !
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24th.—The L. of Foulis® told me that the English had loss at their last
victory, where Trump ® was killed. Holland were preparing for the war
again. The King was sick, and no life expected. My soul desired to be
humbled and cast down under all this, and desired to understand. ¢ Whoso
is wise shall understand these things,” Hos. xiv. 9. He heard the Miristers
of Edinburgh were resolved to suffer, ere they desisted to pray for the King.
Oh Lord! the desire of his soul is towards thee on the bhehalf of thy people,
and of our ministers, and of his own heart ; that we may be guided by thy
spirit, and that is one, and be delivered and rid out of these differences and
contradictions which arise.from our own spirits.

25th.—He had a meeting with John Forbes and Thomas Chivish anent
his

27th.—I was at Findhorn-water, and there he heard John Forsyth, &e.
He found himself oft impatient to be denied or contradicted by these that
are under him, or to have his commands slighted or disobeyed; and he
storms proudly, passionately at it. Oh Lord! with how much more reason
mayst thou be angry at the disobeying of thy pure and perfect will, at the
slighting of thy commands? Hast not thou more reason to require obedi-
ence to thy commands, than he hasto his? Would he punish disohedience ;
and mayst not thou much more punish it when thou art disobeyed? Oh
Lord ! abate his pride and impatiency, and turn his anger against the dis-
obedience that’s done to thy laws, and the dishonour that’s done to thee;
and to bear more patiently any disobedience done to his [own] commands,
which are oft with little reason or consideration, and for his own good,
without respect to the good of others; but thine are ever for the good of
these that obey.

28th.—Being the Sabbath, he read 1 Cor. xii., and there did see the
Lord’s manifold wisdom in the variety of gifts; that it should be for union
and love, and edification of one another, and not for separation and taking
us from one another.

29th.—1I read that excellent 1 Cor. xil the similitude and allusion of the
head and members, and ilk member with another ; shadowing forth, as our

* Sir Hector Monro of Foulis having is contained in Douglase’s Baronage of
died in 1651, aged 17, was succeeded in the -Scotland, p. 79—86.
baronetcy and property by his cousin, » Admiral Van Tromp, was slain 31st
Robert Monro of Obisdale, who died in  July, 1653.
1668. An account of this ancient family
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'
eommunion and relation with Christ our head, so one with another. We
eould not live well without the poorest member ; nay, these that are poorest
or greater sinners have their own usefulness: he hath not made all the
members’ eye, or ear, or head. Oh that this were learned among us this
day, while we are broken one from another, as if we had no relation one
with another | There was never a generation wherein the Lord bestowed
and poured forth more gifts; but, Oh! the abuse of them is great, unto
pride, eontempt of one another, separation, envy. Oh that the Lord would
pour out of his spirit of sobriety and a sound mind on his people! Help
me to strengthen the things that are ready to deeay and die, and to hold
fast.

September 4th, 1653.—A Presb. fast. Sabbath. 1, To aecknowledge
our own particular sins, and the sins of the land; for that end to seareh
himself aud to euquire at the Lord. 2, To be humbled under the manifest
signs of his anger, in our bitter divisions and differenees, and our darkness.
3, The appearances of new commotions and insurreetions. 4, Unseason-
ableness of the weather. 5, Invasions by sea and land threatned. 6,
Danger of religion by violenee, and by ereeping in of error, eorruption in
doetrine and worship, sedueers, heresies. While matters are thus, while
the lion rores, shall we not tremble ? Is it time to be still? Shall we not
meet the Lord, and beseeeh him for these things, and turn away his wrath ?
Oh let him forgive, and shew merey for his own name’s sake. He heard
the King was siek ; that Holland had a great fleet at sea, and the English
were entred [in] much preparation for war. Oh that his people may be
fitted for these times, and the trials that thou art bringing upon the earth !
“ Who is wise, shall understand these things; prudent, and he shall know
them: for the ways of the Lord are ught and the just shall walk in them .
but the transgressor shall fall therein.” The text Isa. lviii. 5, 6. He was
smitten that in this day of fast he loosed not the bonds of wxekedness, broke
not the heavy yoke, gave not his bread to the hungry, elothed not the
naked, and took them not into his house, but was wholly addieted to him-
self; particularly, the price seemed too great this year. He besought the
Lord to mortify the heart, and make way for the ehallenge, that it may not
be the blunt, and ita eternity ehallenge. He sought a heart enlarged to
trust the Lord much, and to he more apt and ready to distribute and to do
good; to sow more liberally: want of faith in God is the cause of his spar-
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ingness. He resolved, in the strength of the Lord, to lay up the challenge,
and to shew more mercy, and walk more tenderly; in particular, to extend
mercy to the poor people under him, John Jenkin, John Fumister, William
Alves, the poor widow in West-field, or any other that the Lord should lead
him unto: but take thou all the praise; for, in a manner, it is thy forced
work ; thou wringest this from him. Now, Lord! guard; make him wil-
ling, prevent and hear him. And let the prayers of this day from the
people eome before thee: rid them out of their strait and distress; and lead
us to our duty, that we deny thee not in these times, and may not he for
ourselves, but for the Lord; and all in Jesus Christ.

10th September.—He believed and prayed on that word, Job v. 24, and
the rest of the chapter: ¢ That thy tabernacle shall be in peace; and thou
shalt visit thy habitation, and shalt not sin.” His soul was affected with the
private family distractions, and cares, and disquiets, and he found that they
arose from his corruptions, addictedness to the world, niggardliness, distrust,
want of a provident governing faculty ; he desired that the Lord would
send his word, and heal him, even the word of direction and command, and
the word of his truth and faithfulness, according to his promise, to heal the
distemper and disease and evil of his corruption, which was the fountain of
his anxiety. He was also cast down under publick distress and confusion,
and the extraordinary burdens of the land; and in this he besought the
Lord that the favour which we bave had, or the trouble which we may fecl
and be brought unto by these men, may not darken or pre-judge his mind
or understanding, or make his spirit bitter, and so raise misjudging: that
his heart may be staid on God, and then will the Lord keep him in his
perfect peace. He was humbled under his darkness; yet could not
complain but that he was hitherto kept. But, alas! Lord, if he have no
other security but his own determinations against employments, and to
suffer ere he embrace, these arc weak, and will afford little strength when a
temptation comes; for he finds his judgment may he brangled with reason-
ing, and his purpose with trials of sequestration or favour. Lord, his mind
is staid on thee; for there is no other help left him, and he has received
a sentence of death in himself, and almost despairs of life. He is under sad
apprehensions of judgment to these poor lands, both from our differences
among the godly. 2, From the sin of these that rule. 3, And from the
like case of the Lord’s churches in Germany and beyond sca, before they
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were destroyed. 4, From the Lord’s hiding his face from his poor people,
and from his servants the ministers. 5, From the stedfastness of all parties
to their own way, 6, These are like to be the last times. Lord, keep his
soul from distrust, or rashness, or unbelief. Heal the distempers in his
spirit, and in the spirits of thy people in the land ; and shew us what our
distemper is, and what a right frame is ; and let me and thine in the land
be fitted for suffering, if that shall be our lot, as indeed it is given me to
expect, that we may not be forsaken. After prayer again upon that
passage, 2 Cor. i. 9, 10, the Lord discovered his natural sin of carnal con-
fidence, and the necessity which the Lord found to beat it down. His
spirit is undertaking, and apt to undergo greater things than he is able;
therefore it is meet he should be humbled, and that [he] have ilk day a
sentence of death in himself, that he might not trust in himself, but in God,
whieh raises the dead. Oh firm ground of faith! He believed and prayed
that the good Lord would not use his servants worse than man would do
his. He will not bid them go on an employment that may be their ruin.
He will never leave his business undone.

Objeet.—But they will go without his bidding.

R. Then will the Lord as a father pull him back. If they be climbing
trees, or venturing on rocks, e will reprove and reclaim. If he would do
so to a servant, much more to a son that fears him. He prayed for his
family, and to be letten build a tabernacle in it for the Lord. This was his
choice and desire ; but he submits to the will of God. His will, and not
mine, be done. Oh the rich treasures that are in thy word ! If his-soul
could retain, use, and live by them, as thou pourest them in. Let them
not be lost.

11th September, the Lord’s Day.—He wrestled with much deadness and
corruption. In the evening, the great rain, which did, like a deluge, over-
flow the land, especially at the Greiship,® that did hear down the piers and
defences made against it, which we thought very strong; and at the same
time the English were requiring straw and corn to be carried twenty miles
from heyond Elgine to Calder. Much eorn was destroyed. He desired to
look into this Providence, and to be humbled: it did represent to him the
general flood of corruption and sin that was upon the land ; much ignorance

- Greis.hip or Gri'eshope, now Greeshop, &  of Forres, which belonged, at that time, to
property in the parish and neighbourhood the Laird of Brodie.
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of God, formality, uncleanness, secret wickedness, nnbelief, and contempt of
God ; and yet none laying it to heart, or saying, What have I done? but
rather each of us content with ourselves, and seeing, neither in the land,
nor in our own hearts, cause of mourning or humiliation. For this cause,
he desired to set himself to seek the Lord on the next Lord’s Day with all
his heart, to enquire into the causes of the Lord’s anger, and breaking forth
of judgment. Oh Lord! lead him; for there is a vail on thy works and
his mind : until, thro’ Jesus Christ, it be removed, he can never perceive
any thing, or interprete any work or word of thine aright.

13th.—He was much exercised with unclean thoughts and ahominations,
however, the Lord did keep his spirit in the conflict. He examined William
Brodie’s Son, and exhorted him; but, after he caused him pray, he found
weakness, much weakness, and was convinced of sin and mistake in shaping
out persons to the Lord and his ministry without him, in thinking conver-
sion to God easy, or in man’s power. Lord! direct him in this how to walk,
and teach and humble him.

16th.—He received letters from London, and from the Earl of Cassils; he
ador’d and bless’d the Lord, that had hitherto delivered him from the snare
and temptation of the public employments, and had in some measure heard
him, and he promised not to forget it, only that it may be in mercy to his
poor soul, and to the land. He was much cast down under the differences
and variances of his people ; some charging perjury on others, and others
corruption, mistake, malignancy, formality on them. And, among all these,
he sees men of every opinion far more righteous, and of more sanctification
and sincerity than he, who is compassed about with multitude of sins, which
they are free of. Lord! this may humble his soul meikle.

18th, being the Lord’s Day.—He desired to be cast down under the
Lord’s judgments on the land, both on former rulers and people, and the
sins of present rulers, and the aptness of people to forget the Lord, grow
formal, and make defection from [him]: we need the armour of righteous-
ness on the right hand and on the left. He desired to be humbled under the
Lord’s hand in the divided, imbittered, implacable spirits of his people; and
his hand upon his family, his brother, his children; on the fruits of the
earth, which are, like his fruit to God, never like to ripe or be worth any
thing : under the extreme floods of rain, and especially the town of Grieship
and thereabout, and here also, where God was much dishonoured ; therefore
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judgment was breaking out. That he may be kept from slighting these
rods and beginnings of evil; that the Lord would correct the inordinateness
of his earthly desires and projects in prices of corn and victual, would stir
up to more tenderness in every part of his couversation, and would give a
more free, obedient spirit to thy word. Turn away the wrath, and forgive
our iniquity, and shew mercy to his soul, and to the family—————and
others, and to these lands, and to thy people.

Mr. William Faleoner this day preached on Isa. Iviii. 8., and said, The
Lord’s promises were conditional : this did beget exercise and trouble to
him; and, if the Covenant of Grace were not absolute, he were undone,
and the land, and his seed for evermore. Now, this is the promise, that we
shall fear thee ; and thou will put thy law in our hearts. Lord, what is the
condition of this promise? If the condition be not included in the promise,
it were hard with us. Oh Lord! all thy promises of Grace, and thy Cove-
nant of Grace and more Grace, is free. This day he is dealing with the
Lord for mercy to himself and his sced, and to the land, and to thy people,
and is confessing his and their sin to thee. Oh be thou perswaded, and turn
away thy wrath, and impute not iniquity to us; circumcise our hearts, and
the hearts of our seed and our seed’s seed, for thy name’s sake. We trem-
ble at the signs of thy anger, which appear against thy people, and these
lands, and himself, and his family and his seed ; and desires to stand up this
day, that the judgment proceed not: and, if thou wilt exercise with more
trouble, then sanctify the trial for thy own name’s sake, and correct not in
thy displeasure ; tho’ thou chastnest sore (as thou hast done formerly) yet
give us not over unto death, Psal. cxviii. 18.

24th September.—I read 2 Cor. viii. 14—15, which did reprove his
straitnedness, and coldness, and parsimony, and inordinate desires and affec-
tion to the world. Oh what a lively lesson was this Word ! to mortify in-
solent, or light, carnal thoughts, in the possession of much ; for they that
gather’d meikle, had nothing to spare, or nothing over: as also to mortify
distrust, and desire of great things, and insatiableness ; for they that gather’d
little had no lack. Print, print this on his heart, that he may learn more
moderation in things below; in seeking, caring, or keeping, gathering,
spending, using, having and wanting; and may look to him, v. 9, who,
“ though he was rich, for our sakes became poor ; that we through his poverty
may be rieh.”

M
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25th September.—It was the exercise of the day to believe on, and pray
on that word ; and 2 Cor. ix. 6, ¢ He that sows sparingly shall reap spar-
ingly ; and he that sows hountifully shall reap bountifully,” and v. 8. Oh
Lord ! settle the faith of this in his heart, that not only in the matter of
charity, but in bearing injuries, in believing, and in giving credit to thee, in
dependence on thee, in self-denial, in giving himself to the Lord, in the
crucifying of the world, and fleshly desires and carthly ; he may not be
sparing, distrustful, or narrow-bearted, but enlarged to do much in faith,
and soffer much, and love much, in falth of a plentlful reaping.

This day dlstractlons humbled him : the coming of strangers with L. L
a letter from Innes, and a dispatch to Monaghty. He afterward read v. 8.,
“ And God is able to make all Grace abound towards you; that ye a]ways
having all sufficiency in all things, may abound in every good work.” Oh
the riches that are contained in this promise or declaration! Could I open
and enlarge my mouth wide to reccive it! Oh it contains Grace, every
Grace, and all good things! Oh the hainousness of distrust, having such a
promise! Alas that he cannot cast himsclf upon it, rely on it, suck conso-
lation and encouragement out of it, thro’ the faith hereof to mortify all
inordinate desires, deny himself, give himself wholly to the Lord, who is
able to make Grace, nay, all Grace, abound towards me, that I mnay have,
and always have, and in all things sufficiency, yea, all-sufficiency, to abound
cven abound in good works, yea, every good work ! Oh my Lord ! let not
all these gradations for ever be forgotten, or slip out of mind; nor suffer
me to lose the faith, use and application of this, this, this word, which he
desires to lay up in hlS heart, and to pray and believe upon it for Grace,
all Grace, all-sufficiency at all times, that he may abound, abound in good
works, nay, and in every good work.

27th.—The L. Leathin came to Brodic.

28th.—This morning Janet came to me, and told me that her brother
seemed much affected with 2 My soul was cast down under this, and
desired to worship and adore the Lord, whom he served and sought with
his spirit in that matter : and intreated the Lord to bless that

* In this, and some subsequent passages, the irregular conduct of some of the Laird
which the Editor in 1740 has left blank, of Brodie’s ncar relations; but the words
we may conjecture there were reflections on  may have been written in cypher.

Al



1653. DIARY OF ALEX. BRODIE OF BRODIE. 87
I went this night to Inverness, and found the Lord v1s1tmg my spirit by the
way, and received Waristoun’s letters.

30th.—I observed the Lord’s Providence in the scarcity of: :

2nd October.—Die Sab The extraordinary rain continued, and the
overflowing of the waters. Let not his soul be barren under these tokens
of thy wrath. He received.letters from W. Dounie anent accepting of a
Session employment, and to give my’advice anent judges superior and in-
ferior. Oh Lord! I am in darkness, and will: depend on thee for light : I
am afraid of snares; Lord! discover, and deliver his soul from them.
Greenknow , asked at me, 1st October, why I did not go to London. Oh
Lord! that thy servants may walk in one spirit, even in these matters of
Government !

3rd October.—I writ to Waristoun, W. Doume ;P and I desire to look
over all the letters that I have written, that my feet sleep not. 1 was this
day humbled for my indiscreet, inconsiderate zeal and passion against Mr.
John Brodie and Mr. Robert Gordon albeit the matter mlght afford dis-
like, the manner was full of sin.

October 9th.—Sab. I read Gal. ii. 19—20 I desired to believe, and
pray, and worship on that Word ; that I might ¢ through the law be dead to
the law, that I might live to God; to be crucified with Christ, that not I,
but Christ may live in me; that the life which now 1 live in the flesh may
be through the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself
for me.”

This day he writ to Leathin anent David, that a Surgeon might come and
cure him ; and he sought the Lord in it, to bless the means so far as may
be for his own glory and the soul’s good of the poor ereature, and our coni-
fort ; and that he would in mercy restore and deliver him, and not in wrath
and judgment to himself or us. This held forth something of a duty in
reference to public business ; that the restitution or raising up of our native
rulers may be in merey, and not in wrath to the land or themselves: there-

N

* Greenknow.—Walter Pringle of Green-
know, Berwickshirc. He wrote Memoirs of
his own life and experiences, (1662—1666)
first printed at Edinburgh, 1723, 12m
“ His Will to his Children,™ is da.ted at
Elgin, 21st Nov., 1665. He died in 1667.

b William Downie, Writer in Edinburgh,
was appointed one of the Clerks of Session,
and was continued in that office by the
English (1652—1658) when changes were
made in the country for administration of
justice. Nicol's Diary, pp. 95, 222. Bail-
lie’s Letters and Journals, vol. iii., p. 249.
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fore first, Lord, pardon, and prepare them for a deliverance in mercy, and
then do them good. But wo to us, if we seek it, or procure it, before thou
hast pardoned, or without submission to thee. The night before he reproved
, he did again remit and lay over that business on the Lord’s
hand, and sought to be led for him. He observed much ungodliness, lying,
perjury, among people, in tenants, and parting the tiend; and he desired
to be humbled under it. — desired to be humbled under the passion
and infirmity which I did fall out in———.

October 10th.—I was observing some signs of the Lord’s anger in exter-
nal Providences; and desired to be humbled and cast down under it: and
besought the Lord to let his hand be on me as he thought fit; only to turn
away his anger, to discover the causes of it, and to be pacified toward me in
Jesus Christ. If a trial come, Lord! let it be in mercy, and let it not sur-
prize me, as thy judgments use to do the hypoerites in Zion. He trembles
before thee : Oh Lord ! make known !

October 16th.—Die Dom. He desired the Lord to lead him into a re-
view of his works and Providences, and of his own failings and infirmities
this week last past; wherein his sonl was humbled under sundry foul, blas-
phemous, insolent, swelling conceits and thonghts of his heart, which he
had consented to, if the Lord had not prevented him: many such thoughts
pass, aud are not curbed nor resisted. Alas for this! He writ to Mr.
Dickson and Mr. G. Hutchison anent a Chaplain to the Earl Murray ; and
recommended this business to the Lord, that he would, in order to his
Church’s and this people’s good, and that man’s, provide such a man as may
be an instrument of good to them; and would make way, and order his
Providences for that effect, and remove impediments. He desired a word of
warning and admonition from them to himsclf. He besought the Lord to
provide such persons to the family as might be comfortable to us, and do
good to the society ; that he may be directed in this, and how to dispose of
his children. There came a new call and invitation to Mr. John M¢Kilikin
from Earl of Sutherland. He worships and adores the Lord in that ; and
beseeches the Lord to direct him, and fit and furnish, and keep him low and
little in his own eyes, that thou be not provoked to blast and desert him,
and [he may] know that voice and call which is from God. He heard of
Torwoodley’s* intention This was a matter of great consequence,

* George Pringle of Torwoodlee.
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wherein he beg’d direction. At present he could not but judge it a sore
burden, that, being so few here, we should be scattered : and when we are
looking for good, that the Lord would bless his people with some effectual
fruit of the Grospel on the souls of people ; lo, even then, that she should be
removed in whom most of our comfort is, and by and with whom we have
now fellowship. Can that be in merey to ns that are behind ? He besought
the Lord to turn it away, if it might stand with his good pleasure. He
writ to Mr. John Brodie, and eorreeted, as he could, the asperity and sharp-
ness of his former to him, and stirred up to duties. The care of the harvest
had withdrawn himself and the children much from the constancy and
settledness of his service: he found, when the rest were away, that he was
uch straitned in the family, and was not as when they were present. He
observed the Lord’s hand in David his brother’s bodily infirmity in the legs,
not of that whieh was in the irons, but the other whieh was free. He de-
sired to be east down under under thy casting down and abasing that lewd,
unclean, insolent, proud ereature ; and beseeches the Lord to sanetify that
rod, and to direet him what’s next to be done. He resolved to have some
eye on that son of John Cuninghame’s for whom he stood up in the bap-
tism, and to bring him up at school a-while, that he may see what the Lord’s
mind is toward him. This is a necessary duty lying on him, and not indif-
ferent. This day he purposed, in the Lord’s strength, to look to the inecli-
nation of these young ones that were about him, and to bestow something
on their education, as he saw they might prove. To stir up Alexander
Gowie, and Mr. P. Dunbar in Iorres, and Mr. James Johnston, and Mr.
Joseph, and the Presbytery, to enquire more into the conversation and in-
elination of young ones; and that these Schoolmasters may teach them to
seek the Lord timely, and examine them how they can seek them. Lord!
for a blessing! And put it in their hearts to do for the Lord, and to set
family-duty on foot again in this parish in every yeoman’s house and other
man’s, and in Forres; and to debar from Sacrament these that worship not
God in their family. He was humbled under the inward corruptions, earth-
liness, inordinate desires of his heart after the world whieh perishes. Oh
Lord! a heart wean'd from these things, and enlarged, were and shall, in his
esteem, be a greater merey than a large inheritance and enlarged possessions.

Afternoon.—I spake to Mr. William,* and recommended these particulars

. Mr. William Falconer, Minister of Dyke.
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to him, of the congregation and the families in it, and persons to be stirred
up to-seek the Lord, and to know and worship him ; and that he would he
an instrament with the Presbytery, to put ilk one on work ; and anent the
schoolmasters and the young ones, and putting the children and young ones
to school.

I purposed this day in my heart to do something for putting some of
them to the school of Forres, and to seek the Lord for them ; to pnt others
of them to the school of Dyke. Lord! direct, ripen and further the
thought of his heart, for he will either err in doing it, or else it will wither,
and he will do nothing at all. Maintain the love and zeal of thy name in
thy name in his heart, according to sound knowledge! This shall be the
answer of the morning prayer for an enlarged beart, which he counted a
greater mercy than an enlarged inheritance.

October 17th.—I purposed to enter Jobn Cuningbame’s son to the
school, and bought a book to him; and John Brodie the webster’s son,
with Bessy Spence; and spoke