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Electric Scotland’'s Weekly Newsletter for September 26th, 2025

Electric Scotland News

Seems the weather has been good for most of us this past week and is also forecast to be good for the next
week as well. Here in Chatham it is forecast to be sunny and in the mid 70's f or mid 20's c for the next 7 days.

The drone incursions into Poland, Holland and Estonia are concerning and it seems that Trump might be re-
considering his relations with Russia.

Got in a complaint about our page on the name Smodgrass saying it is full of errors. In his comment he lays out
some of his concerns and has offered to supply more information and | have replied that we'd accept any
information he is willing to provide. You can see his comments in our Comment system at the foot of the page
at:

https://www.electricscotland.com/webclans/stoz/snodgra2.htmi

Scottish News from this weeks newspapers

| am partly doing this to build an archive of modern news from and about Scotland and world news stories that
can affect Scotland and as all the newsletters are archived and also indexed on search engines it becomes a
good resource. | might also add that in a number of newspapers you will find many comments which can be just
as interesting as the news story itself and of course you can also add your own comments if you wish which | do
myself from time to time.

Here is what caught my eye this week...

Trump Praises Britain & King Charles at Historic Windsor Banquet

U.S. President Donald Trump delivered a historic speech at Windsor Castle during his second state visit to the
UK. Praising King Charles Ill, Queen Camilla, and the British monarchy, Trump highlighted the “special
relationship” between the U.S. and the U.K., celebrated shared history, culture, and achievements, and honored
Britain’s contributions to democracy, law, and global progress.

Watch this at:
https://youtu.be/SBX-4d8CIzQ?si=Cwhwuw8JDL 4-YItw

Political change across Britain and Ireland
By Paul Gillespie

Read more at:
https://sceptical.scot/2025/09/palitical-change-across-britain-and-ireland-2/
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Trump scolds allies at the UN

U.S. President Donald Trump uses his speech at the UN to scold his allies, other member countries and the
institution itself. Jimmy Kimmel returns to late night. And new warnings about the data TikTok is collecting from
children.

Watch this at:
https://youtu.be/npZr9uE-Emg?si=y32sNNT6zuLbiEgN

Poland Confronts Russia Over Estonia Airspace Violation

At the UN Security Council, Poland’s Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorski delivered a sharp warning to Russia
after three Russian MiG-31 jets violated Estonian airspace. Sikorski accused Moscow of lies, hybrid warfare,
and imperial ambitions, declaring: “Your empire will not be rebuilt. You have been warned.”

Watch this at:
https://youtu.be/2fgl tZIJWNJ4?si=XNP_2WYkbZ2MTE1C

Slovenian President’s extraordinary attack on Trump

NataSa Pirc Musar, the president of Slovenia, stunned everyone with her bravery as she singled out the US and
Israel for the ongoing humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza. Without naming Donald Trump and Benjamin
Netanyahu, she repeatedly highlighted how international law was being flouted by these two with impunity.
While delivering her bold speech at the UN General Assembly, Musar also slammed the UN for failing the
people of Gaza amidst widespread starvation and famine. She ended her speech by asking the global fraternity
to immediately act in Gaza.

Watch this at:
https://youtu.be/YUpK4kVj2UU?si=tKQOsChROX4uYY0A

Conrad Black: Destroying Hamas is Israel's righteous cause
The end of the terrorist organization is the only way to achieve peace

Read more at:

https://archive.is/QwA8v

Drone attacks leave Denmark exposed - and searching for response
A night of drone incidents at airports and military bases all over Jutland, western Denmark, has not caused any
harm or damage - and yet it has exposed the country's defences as vulnerable to attack.

Read more at:
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c4g96gvqgl990

From tea boy to traitor
The Cambridge spy who helped Soviets win battle against Hitler. Professor John Cairncross, the distinguished
Scottish academic, performed one of his most perilous acts on a mild April evening in 1952.

Read more at:
https://www.sundaypost.com/fp/john-cairncross/

Electric Canadian

Rod and Gun in Canada
The Outdoor Man's Magazine. Added volumes 1 & 2 for you to read at:

http://www.electriccanadian.com/magazines/rodandgun.htm

The Journal of the Engineering Institute of Canada
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Added Volume 28 (1945)

You can read this volume at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/magazines/transactionsofen28engi.pdf

True Tales of Arctic Heroism in the New World
By Major-General A. W. Greely, U. S. Army (1912) (pdf)

You can read this book at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/history/truetalesofarctiOOgreeuoft.pdf

Trade and financial Relations Between Canada and The Netherlands
By Robert Whitla Ross (1947) (pdf)

You can read this at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/history/tradefinancialre00ross.pdf

Thoughts on a Sunday Morning - the 21st day of September 2025 - Questioning
By The Rev. Nola Crewe

You can watch this at:
http://www.electricscotland.org/forum/communities/rev-nola-crewe/26657 -thoughts-on-a-sunday-morning-the-

21st-day-of-september-2025-questioning

The Beaver Magazine
Added No. 2 Outfit 261 September 1930 (pdf)

You can read this issue at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/transport/hudsonbay/TheBeaverSeptember1930.pdf

Electric Scotland

Digital Snapshot Epitone of Scots Global Tech Offering

A wee cluster of home-grown tech experts at the 2025 ScotlandlS ScotSoft conference and Young Engineers
Awards dinner represents a powerful microcosm of what the country has to offer when it comes to providing
innumerable cutting-edge technological innovations to the international marketplace. An article by Bill Magee.

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/magee/article0038.htm

The United States Founding Fathers Conspiracy
Smoking Gun Evidence of Loyalty to the House of Stuart by Gary Gianotti

You can read this article at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/america/foundingfathersconspiracy.htm

Memoir of Thomas Drummond, R.E., F.R.A.S.
Under Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 1835 to 1840 by John F. McLennan, M.A., Advocate (1867)

(pdf)

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/books/pdf/memoirofthomasdrO0Omlenuoft.pdf
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Memoir and select remains of the Rev. John Brown
Minister of the Gospel, Haddington, edited by the Rev. William Brown (1856) (pdf)

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/bible/memaoirselectrema00browuoft.pdf

Lochleven and Other Poems
By Michael Bruce with a life of the author from original sources by The Rev. William MacKelvie (1837) (pdf)

You can read this at;
https://electricscotland.com/history/lochlevenotherpo00bruc.pdf

Life of Michael Bruce

Poet of Loch Leven with vindication of his authorship of the "Ode to the Cuckoo" and other poems, also copies
of letters written by John Logan now first published by James MacKenzie, M.P.S., F.S.A.S., J.P., Edinburgh with
Preface by Oliphant Smeaton (1905) (pdf)

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/lifecfmichaelbru0000unse.pdf

Michael Bruce
Added a couple of books about him which I've added to his page at:

https://electricscotland.com/history/bruce_michael.htm

Sermons by The Late Reverand John Drysdale, D.D., F.R.S. Edin.,

One of the Ministers of Edinburgh, one of His Majesty's Chaplains, and Principle Clerk to the Church of Scotland
to which is prefixed an account of the author's life and character by Andrew Dalzel, M.A., F.R.S. Edin. in two
volumes (sixth edition) (1807)

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/other/drysdale_john.htm

Beauly

A beautiful Highland village about an hour or so south of me. I'm utterly rubbish at cooking, yet here was a
golden opportunity to do something I'd probably never get another chance to try. So | jumped at it. In addition to
the Friary, Christie introduced me to several other businesses in Beauly: Munro Butcher, Harry Gow Bakery, lain
Marr Antiques, Morisons, and Campbell's of Beauly (which has the Royal Warrant). Added this video to the foot
of the page at:

https://electricscotland.com/canadal/fraser/beauly priory.htm

Story

The Red Watch
With the First Canadian Division in Flanders by Colonel J. A. Currie, M.P. (1916) (pdf)

KILTIES IN CANADA
WITH this book as with many others the first chapter should be read last. The reason it is placed first is that the

chronological order must be maintained. Besides, when stirring deeds by brave men are recalled, it matters not
how briefly, they demand better treatment than being embalmed in an appendix.
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This chapter deals with the first appearance of the Highland soldier in Canada. That appearance was both
interesting and tragic. The stories and legends surrounding the campaigns of these brave men have furnished
many themes for the poet and novelist. This chapter can only briefly refer to them.

If you search the great plains and rugged mountains of Canada from end to end, you will find many beautiful
plants and flowers, but not a single spray of heather. Only in one spot in the whole vast Dominion will you find
the plant that is so characteristically Scottish, growing naturally, and that is in Point Pleasant Park,
Halifax.Tradition has it that on this spot, in 1757, the soldiers of the "Black Watch," the 42nd Highlanders, first
set foot on Canadian soil. Here in this park, one of the most beautiful in America, the visitor is shown a plot of
Scottish heather, flourishing vigorously in spite of souvenir hunters and vandals.

The Black Watch arrived at Halifax in the spring of 1757 to take part in the expedition against Louisburg, under
General Abercrombie. Some say that the men of the Regiment, desirous of perpetuating the badge of so many
of their clansmen, planted the heather seed where it now grows.

Others, that the palliasses or mattresses of the soldiers were emptied here after the voyage, and the heather
with which they had been filled in Scotland provided the seed from which this plot grew. It matters very little how
it came.

The heather still flourishes on the spot where the Black Watch first pitched its tent in Canada. The expedition
against Louisburg was abandoned, but the following year the regiment took part in the operations against the
French under Montcalm at Lake George. Visitors there are shown the ruins of the ramparts of Ticonderoga.

Around these ruins cling many legends and stories, but the name of Ticonderoga will live forever in the weird
tale immortalized by Sir Thomas Dick Lauder, Parkman and the poem of Robert Louis Stevenson. It is told how
on the eve of the battle there appeared to Duncan Campbell, of Inverawe, Major of the Black Watch, the wraith
of a relative, murdered by a man to whom Campbell had granted sanctuary. This wraith had years previously
appeared to him and warned him that he would meet him at "Ticonderoga."

The following day Major Campbell died at the head of the assaulting columns of the Black Watch, and that brave
regiment lost 655 officers and men, nearly equalling the losses of the "Red Watch," the 48th Highlanders of
Canada, at the Battle of St. Julian in Flanders, when their roll showed 691 casualties.

The charge of the Black Watch at Ticonderoga was one of the bravest exploits of British arms. The gallant
Highlanders advanced against the log redoubts and abattis of the French under Montcalm, hacking at the
branches with their broadswords, climbing the ramparts with the assistance of their comrades, only to be hurled
back, torn and bleeding, with the grape shot from hidden guns and musket-fire from many loopholes. They
assaulted again and again, and finally

had to be withdrawn.

For their gallant conduct at Ticonderoga the "Black Watch" were made a "Royal" regiment by the King.

The Black Watch was quartered for many years afterwards in Canada and quite a few of the descendants of
these old warriors helped to make history for the Canadians in this latest and "Greatest War."

The second appearance of the armed Highlander in Canada was characteristically dramatic. They came in the
persons of Fraser's Highlanders, hard on the heels of the gallant Black Watch. This regiment, known as the old
78th, was celebrated in many ways. This is the corps raised by Lord Lovat, that Pitt was said to have had in
mind when in the British House of Commons he delivered the famous panegyric on the Highland troops.

This regiment distinguished itself first at the taking of Louisburg. It was the first to climb the Heights of Abraham
and its fame has come down through history with that of Wolfe's victory at Quebec. The fierce charge of this
regiment at Quebec which broke through the French line as if it were paper, is accounted for by the story that the



Highlanders were rendered frantic by the fall of Wolfe whom they idolized, as the young staff officer who, on the
day after Culloden, dared the anger of his Commander by refusing to pistol a wounded Highlander. A Canadian
poet, Mr. Duncan Anderson, in describing the Battle of the Plains of Abraham, refers to the Frasers thus:

"And the shrill pipe its coronach that wailed,

On dark Culloden moor, o'er trampled dead,

Now sounds the 'Onset' that each clansman knows,

Still leads the foremost rank where noblest blood is shed."

While Fraser's regiment were in garrison in Quebec, an incident occurred that was later on duplicated in
Flanders. Owing to the inclement weather in Quebec, some of the officers in authority decided that the men
should discard their kilts and don trousers. The officers and men of the regiment would not hear of it, and the
historian of the regiment says that the kilt was retained winter and summer and that "in the course of six years
the doctors learned that in the coldest of winters the men clad in the Highland garb were more healthy than
those regiments that wore breeches and warm clothing. "

In the trenches at Neuve Chapelle an agitation arose to give the kilted Canadian soldier in the trenches
trousers. With the snow on the ground and half an inch of ice on the water pails in the morning, they would not
hear of anything but the kilt. Their health was similarly good, colds being unknown.

Along with Fraser's regiment there came also the Montgomery Highlanders, the 77th, raised by Hon. Arch.
Montgomery, son of the Earl of Eglington. This regiment took its full share of the operations against the French
at Fort DuQuesne and elsewhere.

Romantic interest clings around the memories of the Montgomery Highlanders. This regiment was known as the
"Lost Regiment." The legend says that one of its gallant leaders, Major Charteris, fell in love with a young
woman of his native parish of Perth before he went to the War. She promised to wait till he returned when he
would have carved a name for himself with his good broadsword, which was his only fortune. Whilst his regiment
was in America his letters failed to reach her, and finally the troop ship on which Charteris sailed for home was
driven ashore and his regiment took eight months to make the voyage. All hands were given up as lost, and
Major Charteris' sweetheart consented to marry another officer, a "slacker* who had not gone to the war. While
the wedding bells were ringing, the regiment marched into Perth, but half an hour too late. Charteris returned to
America an died the death of a soldier. His name is still perpetuated in that of a town in lllinois, Ft. Charteris.

The first Highland Regiment to be enlisted in Canada was the Royal Highland Emigrants, still known in the army
list as the 84th. No regiment ever embodied in the British service deserves kindlier remembrance in Canada
than this gallant corps. The name and number has been perpetuated in the British Army List. Its exploits will
never be forgotten and should be cherished by all Canadians. This regiment was enlisted in 1775 when the
Revolutionary War broke out, from the Highlanders of Fraser's, Montgomery's and the Black Watch regiments
that had settled in America.

When the Revolutionary War broke out Lieut.-Col. Allan McLean, of Torlousk, and Capt. John Small of
Strathardle, in Athole, proceeded to embody the members of the Highland regiments that had settled in America.
These old Highlanders rallied to the colors of the new battalions, two in number, and they served with great
distinction throughout the revolutionary period. McLean raised one battalion in the States among the loyal
Highlanders of Virginia and the Carolinas. He was assisted by Capt. McLeod, a former officer in Fraser's
regiment. Through many perils and devious routes the men who enlisted found their way to the battalion
rendezvous, and when they had all gathered they marched to Quebec, and virtually took charge of the stirring
defence of that famous fortress against the American army under Montgomery and Arnold.

Throughout the siege, the order and gallantry of the Highlanders animated the garrison and it was before the
muskets of the Royal Highland Emigrants that Montgomery fell at the barrier beneath the citadel. No greater
service was ever given to the British Crown than that given at Quebec by the Royal Highland Emigrants, during
the second siege. Their undaunted conduct stirred to emulation the brave French-Canadians who mustered to



assist the British, and by their joint efforts the American invasion and siege came to an end.

The second battalion served in Nova Scotia during the war. Five of the companies accompanied Lord Cornwallis
in his operations in New York and the Southern coast States. Later the two battalions were formed into the 84th
Regiment, Sir Henry Clinton being appointed Colonel-in-Chief.

History repeats itself and the descendants of the gallant Royal Highland Emigrants, more than a hundred years
later, in the ranks of the "Red Watch," or 48th Highlanders of Canada, fought side by side in the same brigade in
Flanders with the gallant Royal Montreal Regiment, composed largely of French-Canadians.

When the Royal Emigrants were disbanded in Canada after the war, the men returned to their farms. Colonel
McLean's battalion settled chiefly in Ontario. Many of their descendants still live on their original homesteads
and have filled honourable positions in the public and private life of their country. The members of Small's
battalion settled in Nova Scotia, and their descendants were in evidence when a Highland corps was organized
by Lieut.-Col. Struan Robertson of Pictou, to take part in the "Greatest War."

During the War of 1812, a regiment was raised amongst the Highlanders of the County of Glengarry, Ontario,
known as the Glengarry Fencibles. Descendants of these soldiers were amongst the first to offer their services
for Flanders in 1914. One gallant officer of the 48th, Captain Archibald McGregor, who gave his life at the Battle
of St. Julien, was a descendant of these men of Glengarry.

The Glengarry Fencibles fought amongst the foremost at the Battle of Lundy's Lane alongside the 100th Prince
of Wales Regiment, which at that period was uniformed in Kilts.

Many distinguished highland regiments served in Canada during the nineteenth century. Amongst those that are
still held in kindly remembrance are the following: The Highland Light Infantry, the 73rd, 74th, 78th, 79th and
93rd. Many of the officers and men of these regiments bought out in Canada or else settled in the country at the
end of their period of service.

Thus it will be seen that the kilted soldiers have played a prominent part in the pioneer life and settlement of
Canada, where men of Scottish blood have always found a congenial home. The highest offices in the gift of the
people have gone to the men of Scottish origin like Sir John Macdonald, Alexander Mackenzie, George Brown
and Sir Oliver Mowat, whose genius for organization and government made possible Confederation. In the
financial and industrial life of the country the names of Lord Strathcona, Sir James Drummond and many other
Scots will always be cherished.

It matters not whether the Scottish lad comes from the "dim shieling" or the ancestral castle, when he reaches
the shores of Canada he finds the Field Marshal's baton in his pocket, and he can be aleader in whatever
sphere of life he chooses.

You can read the whole book at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/forces/redwatch00curruoft.pdf

END.
Weekend is almost here and hope it's a good one for you.

Alastair
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