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Electric Scotland News

A Cheaper Route to Net Zero
Twenty low-cost ideas to cut energy bills and boost investment.

Despite international gas prices coming back down in the aftermath of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, British
households are still struggling with high energy bills because of outdated regulations pushing up costs.

‘A Cheaper Route to Net Zero’ by John Penrose, former Conservative MP and minister, Competition Tsar,
leading an independent review of UK competition policy, and co-chair of the Commission for Carbon
Competitiveness’ argues that the current system is hostage to the volatile international price of gas, to our
detriment, and that regulations dictating how energy firms should behave have become steadily more
complicated, detailed, expensive and slow – adding to the cost of energy.

The paper sets out twenty recommendations which could be adopted by the new government to help bring
energy bills down while still committing to decarbonisation.

The recommendations are broadly summarised as:

- uncoupling energy bills from the price of gas

- addressing the intermittency of renewable energy in the most cost-effective way

- slashing the cost of energy transmission with measures like ‘local discounting’ for customers who agree to
pylons or onshore wind turbines being built near them

- cutting red tape and strengthening Ofgem’s commitment to competition

- reforming the Energy Price Cap

- levelling the playing field for UK manufacturers, including through the introduction of a Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM)

You can read the full report at:
https://www.electricscotland.com/independence/sip/CPS_CHEAPER_WAY_TO_NET_ZERO-FINAL.pdf

---------

Got my six monthly inspection of my furnace by Handy Bros and was shocked at what I was told.  Despite this
being a new (this Year) system and having a ten year warranty the technician told me that there were two items
that could fail and if they did they weren't covered by the warranty.  And if they did fail it could cost me over
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$3,000 to repair!!!

In my view this is disgusting and I certainly won't be recommending them.  Con artists for sure!!! i'll be covering
this in my next Canadian Experience entry.

 

Scottish News from this weeks newspapers

I am partly doing this to build an archive of modern news from and about Scotland and world news stories that
can affect Scotland and as all the newsletters are archived and also indexed on search engines it becomes a
good resource. I might also add that in a number of newspapers you will find many comments which can be just
as interesting as the news story itself and of course you can also add your own comments if you wish which I do
myself from time to time.

Here is what caught my eye this week...

Worst Scandal In Modern Canadian History Exposed
SDTC Whistleblower Gives Shocking Testimony In Committee Today; And Exposed What Is Likely The Largest
Scandal In Canadian History.

WATCH this at:
https://youtu.be/T6VhD0Jw0VI?si=69_8S9SWIAdpMQ9u

We can't afford to keep spending beyond our means
This morning marked a milestone – but it was nothing to celebrate. Public sector net debt as a percentage of
the economy has exceeded 100 per cent: a level not seen since the early 1960s. The latest update from the
Office for National Statistics shows, once again, that the Government is spending plenty more than it takes in.

Read more at:
https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/britain-is-spending-beyond-its-means/

Elon Musk and AI
Have you ever thought about how close we are to living in a world where artificial intelligence becomes smarter
than us? It’s the kind of thing that could be straight out of a sci-fi movie, but according to Elon, it’s not a distant
future. It's something we’re speeding towards at an alarming rate, and it's not all good news. Elon, who is often
known for his optimistic takes on technology, has been raising massive red flags about AI for years. But his
latest warning was the most urgent ever!

Watch this at:
https://youtu.be/HiC1xXKEUxo?si=1aNuUyhU-N5ziTT7

What next for Israel?
Since its victory in the Six-Day War of 1967, Israel has found it difficult to match its military sophistication with
prudent diplomacy. This has been thrown into sharp relief with its recent successful attacks on Hezbollah
operatives in Lebanon. While it has struck a blow against dangerous militants, Israel's long-term strategy is still
unclear.

Read more at:
https://capx.co/israel-is-dominating-its-neighbours-but-to-what-end/

UK moves hundreds of troops to Lebanese doorstep as British nationals urged to leave
Some 700 British troops will be moved to Cyprus overnight, as the UK begins the first phase of what it is calling
"contingency plans".
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Read more at:
https://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/1952930/uk-moves-hundreds-troops-lebanese-border-british-
nationals-urged-leave

Fish farm removed tonnes of dead salmon before visit by MSPs
An animal welfare charity says it filmed tonnes of dead and dying salmon being removed from a fish farm just
hours before MSPs visited the site. Members of the Scottish Parliament's rural affairs committee visited
Dunstaffnage fish farm near Oban on Monday for a fact-finding mission.

Read more at:
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3617d8gdw6o

Conrad Black: Dishonourable Liberals keep turning on Israel
It is breathtaking that Canada should embargo military equipment to the United States that it suspects the
Americans might pass on to Israel

Read more at:
https://archive.is/kYWNf

Whitehall is adrift
As Downing Street factions engage in a circular briefing war, there's a lame duck Cabinet Secretary, no
Downing Street Principal Private Secretary, and no clarity over the National Security Adviser

Read more at:
https://whitehallproject.substack.com/p/whitehall-is-adrift

 

Electric Canadian

Two Little Savages
Being the Adventures of two Boys Who Lived as Indians and what they learned by Ernest Thompson Seton
(1903) (pdf)

You can read this book at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/children/littlesavages00setorich.pdf 

Historical Records of the Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders
Narrative of the Cameron Highlanders of Canada (pdf).

You can read this volume at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/scotreg/camerons/CameronHighlandersVol4.pdf 

Newfoundland
Report on the Foreign Trade and Commerce of Newfoundland by Governor Sir Wm. MacGregor in 1905 (pdf)

You can read this report at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/history/newfoundland/newfoundlandtrade.pdf 

New Voyages to North America
Second edition in two volumes (1735) to which is added an Introduction and biography by the Baron Lahontan

I found the original publication but a later version included a biography of the author which I thought was most
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interesting so I extracted that and added it to the end of the first volume of the original work. Note that the
original work uses the letter f for the letter s.

You can read this at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/history/newvoyages.htm 

Aboriginal Economic Development in Relation to Northern National Parks
Chair: The Honourable Ione Christensen, June 21, 2000 (pdf)

You can read this at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/history/first/proceedings.pdf 

Royal Military College of Canada
Added the 1963 edition

You can read this edition at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/forces/royalmilitarycollege.htm 

Students should be allowed the opportunity to come to their own conclusions, no matter
the ideological perspective of their teacher
Writes Jim McMurtry.

You can read this article at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/history/first/ataleoftwotechers.pdf 

Military Relations between the United States and Canada 1939-1945
By Colonel Stanley W. Dziuban (1990) (pdf)

You can read this at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/forces/Military-Relations-Between-United-States-And-Canada.pdf 

Thoughts on a Sunday Morning - the 22nd day of September 2024 - Justice
By the Rev. Nola Crewe

You can watch this at:
http://www.electricscotland.org/forum/communities/rev-nola-crewe/26539-thoughts-on-a-sunday-morning-the-
22nd-day-of-september-2024-justice 

Note that these homilies are usually no more than 10 minutes so worth a read each Sunday.

Japanese in Canada
Added this page to our history section at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/history/japan.htm 

Visiting a remote and ancient Haida village site!
This is a video about this island group in BC which you can watch at:
https://youtu.be/ODr8zYsnpzM?si=yZH0iIFaucVP6TwY 

Kamloops Mounties treating fire that destroyed historic Red Bridge as "suspicious" (pdf)
You can read this report at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/history/bc/redbridge.pdf 

The Beaver Magazine
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Added Volume 2 No. 6 (pdf)

You can read this issue at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/transport/hudsonbay/beaver2_6.pdf 

 

Electric Scotland

History of Ponca Tribe of American Old West
Added this video to the foot of Donna's Page at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/america/donna/index.htm 

A Highlander Goes to War: A Memoir 1939-46
By Peter Grant (1995)

Learn more at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/scotreg/camerons/petergrant.htm 

Historical Records of the Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders
Have added 4 more volumes to our account of this regiment which also includes an account of the regiment in
Canada in volume 4.

You can read these volumes at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/scotreg/camerons/cameronhighlanders.htm 

The Scots who built Imperial Russia
An article in The Herald published in March 1995 which you can read at:
https://electricscotland.com/russia/imperialrussia.htm 

The Scottish Highlanders and the Land Laws
An Historico-Economical enquiry by John Stuart Blackie, F.R.S.E., Emeritus Professor of Greek in the
University of Edinburgh (1885)

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/law/landlaws.htm 

Ardenmohr Among the Hills
A record of scenery and sports in the Highlands of Scotland by Samuel Abbott (1876) (pdf)

You can read this book at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/sport/ardenmohramonghi00abborich.pdf 

The Maritime Dimension to Scotland’s “Highland Problem”, ca. 1540–1630
Article printed in the "Journal of the North Atlantic", Special Volume 12, by Aonghas MacCoinnich (2019) (pdf)

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/thomson/The_Maritime_Dimension_to_Scotlands_High.pdf 

Historical Memoir of the Family of Eglinton and Winton
Together with relative notes and illustrations by John Fullarton, Esq. (1864) (pdf)
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You can read this memoir at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/nation/eglintonandwinton.pdf 

Cultural, British and global turns in the history of Early Modern Scotland
By Karin Bowie (2013) (pdf)

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/articles/Cultural_British_and_Global_Turns_in_the.pdf 

Monument to Memory of William Campbell
April 22, 1908 (pdf)

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/america/monumenttomemory01unit.pdf 

Hylton Newsletter
Got in their September 2024 issue which includes visits to Orkney and other places in Scotland.

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/familytree/newsletters/hylton/index.htm 

The Gaelic Bards and Original Poems
By Thomas Pattison edited with biographical sketch and notes by the Rev. John George MacNeill, Cawdor
(second edition) (1890) (pdf)

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/gaelic/gaelicbardsorigi00pattuoft.pdf 

Remarkable & Memorable History of Sir Robt. Bewick and the Laird Graham
Giving an Account of Laird Graham’s meeting with Sir Robert Bewick in the Town of Carlisle, and they going to
a Tavern, a Dispute happened betwixt them, which of their Sons was the best Man.—How Graham rode Home
in a Passion, and caused his Son to fight young Bewick, which proved their Deaths. This is a chapbook
published around 1840.

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/articles/fisherchapbook533.pdf 

The History of Donald and his Dog
To which is added a collection of songs (pdf). This is a chapbook published around 1840.

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/poetry/fisherchapbook292.pdf 

The Harvest of the Sea
IN chapter 15 of this publication a reference is made to a Chapbook on the History of Buckhaven in Fifeshire,
containing the Witty and Entertaining Exploits of Wise Willie and Witty Eppie, the Ale-wife, with a description of
their College, Coats of Arms, etc. and have now found a copy of it and have added a link to it on the page at:
https://electricscotland.com/lifestyle/sea/chapter15.htm 

The Stewarts of Balquhidder Research Group
Added this link to our Stewart page at:
https://electricscotland.com/webclans/stoz/stewart.html 
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How Scotland 'Enlightened' the Modern World
An article by Bill Magee which you can read at:
https://electricscotland.com/magee/article0017.htm 

Collections for a History of the Shires of Aberdeen and Banff
Presented to the Spalding Club by the Earl of Aberdeen (1813)

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/aberdeen/collections.htm 

Anglo-Scottish Culture Clash?
Scottish Identities and Britishness, c.1520-1750 by Steve Murdoch (pdf)

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/articles/Anglo_Scottish_Culture_Clash_Scottish_Id.pdf

 

Story

THE CONQUEST OF QUEBEC

The taking of Quebec was one of the most remarkable achievements of the British arms on the American
Continent,—and also figures as one of the most curious exploits of modern warfare in any country; and
therefore might well claim, on its own account, to be noticed in our miscellany of historiettes. But it presents
itself with peculiar interest, and becomes entirely appropriate to the purpose of our Scottish Tales, on account of
the conspicuous part which the Fraser Highlanders acted in it,— furnishing a fine specimen of the style in which
Scottish soldiers have acquitted themselves in America.

Fraser’s Highlanders, or the 78th Regiment, were embodied on behalf of the British government in 1757, by the
Hon. Simon Fraser, son of the Jacobite Lord Lovat; and though he possessed not an inch of land, and had in
his youth ranked as a rebel against the power which he now served, yet, from the mere influence of clanship, he
raised in a few weeks a corps of 800 men from among the families of his own name; and to these were added
upwards of 600 of others who were raised by his friends and officers. The uniform of the regiment was the full
Highland dress, with musket and broad-sword, to which many of the soldiers added the dirk at their own
expense, and a purse of badger’s or otter’s skin. The bonnet was raised or cocked on one side, with a slight
bend inclining down to the right ear, over which were suspended two or more black feathers. Eagles’ or hawks’
feathers were usually worn by the gentlemen, in the Highlands, while the bonnets of the common people were
ornamented with a bunch of the distinguishing mark of the clan or district. The ostrich feather in the bonnets of
the soldiers was a modern addition of that period, as the present load of plumage on the bonnet is a still more
recent introduction, forming, however, in hot climates, an excellent defence against a vertical sun. The regiment
embarked in company with Montgomery’s Highlanders at Greenock, and landed at Halifax in June 1757. They
were intended to be employed in an expedition against Louisbourg, which, however, after the necessary
preparations, was abandoned. About this time it was proposed to change the uniform of the regiment, as the
Highland garb was judged unfit for the severe winters and the hot summers of North America; but the officers
and soldiers having set themselves in opposition to the plan, and being warmly supported by Colonel Fraser,
who represented to the commander-in-chief the bad consequences that might follow, if it were persisted in, the
plan was relinquished. “Thanks to our gracious chief,” said a veteran of the regiment, “we were allowed to wear
the garb of our fathers, and, in the course of six winters, showed the doctors that they did not understand our
constitution; for, in the coldest winters, our men were more healthy than those regiments who wore breeches
and warm clothing.”
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In consequence of the treaty of peace between Great Britain and the several nations of Indians between the
Apalachian mountains and the Lakes, in October, 1759, the British government was enabled to carry into effect
those operations which had been projected against the French settlements in Canada, and the most important
by far of these was the enterprise against Quebec. According to the plan fixed upon for the conquest of
Canada, Major-general Wolfe, who had given promise of great military talents at Louisbourg, was to proceed up
the river St. Lawrence and attack Quebec, whilst General Amherst, after reducing Ticonderga and Grown Point,
was to descend the St. Lawrence and co-operate with General Wolfe in the conquest of Quebec. Yet the force
under General Wolfe did not exceed 7,000 effective men, whilst that under General Amherst amounted to more
than twice that number; but the commander-in-chief seems to have calculated upon a junction with General
Wolfe in sufficient time for the siege of Quebec. The forces under General Wolfe comprehended the following
regiments,—15th, 28th, 35th, 43d, 47th, 48th, 58th, Fraser’s Highlanders, the Rangers, and the grenadiers of
Louisbourg.

The fleet, under the command of Admirals Saunders and Holmes, with the transports, proceeded up the St.
Lawrence, and reached the island of Orleans, a little below Quebec, in the end of June, where the troops were
disembarked without opposition. The Marquis de Montcalm, who commanded the French troops, which were
greatly superior in number to the invaders, resolved rather to depend upon the natural strength of his position
than his numbers, and took his measures accordingly. The city of Quebec was tolerably well fortified, defended
by a numerous garrison, and abundantly supplied with provisions and ammunition. This able and hitherto
fortunate leader had reinforced the troops of the colony with five regular battalions, formed of the best of the
inhabitants; and he had, besides, completely disciplined all the Canadians of the neighbourhood capable of
bearing arms, and several tribes of Indians. He had posted his army on a piece of ground along the shore of
Beaufort, from the river St. Charles to the falls of Montmorency,—a position rendered strong by precipices,
woods, and rivers, and defended by intrenchments. To undertake the siege of Quebec under the disadvantages
which presented themselves, seemed a rash enterprise; but, although General Wolfe was completely aware of
these difficulties, a thirst for glory, and the workings of a vigorous mind, which set every obstacle at defiance,
impelled him to make the hazardous attempt. His maxim was, that a “brave and victorious army finds no
difficulties”; and he was anxious to verify the truth of the adage in the present instance.

Having ascertained that, to reduce the place, it was necessary to erect batteries on the north of the St.
Lawrence, the British general endeavoured, by a series of manoeuvres, to draw Montcalm from his position; but
the French commander was too prudent to risk a battle. With the view of attacking the enemy’s intrenchments,
General Wolfe sent a small armament up the river above the city; and having personally surveyed the banks on
the side of the enemy from one of the ships, he resolved to cross the river Montmorency and make the attack.
He therefore ordered six companies of grenadiers and part of the Royal Americans to cross the river and land
near the mouth of the Montmorency, and at the same time directed the two brigades commanded by Generals
Murray and Townshend to pass a ford higher up. Close to the water’s edge there was a detached redoubt,
which the grenadiers were ordered to attack, in the expectation that the enemy would descend from the hill in its
defence, and thus bring on a general engagement. At all events, the possession of this post was of importance,
as from it the British commander could obtain a better view of the enemy’s intrenchments than he had yet been
able to accomplish. The grenadiers and Royal Americans were the first who landed. They had received orders
to form in four distinct bodies, but not to begin the attack till the first brigade should have passed the ford, and
be near enough to support them. No attention, however, was paid to these instructions. Before even the first
brigade had crossed, the grenadiers, before they were regularly formed, rushed forward with impetuosity and
considerable confusion to attack the enemy’s intrenchments. They were received with a well-directed fire, which
effectually checked them and threw them into disorder. They endeavoured to form under the redoubt, but being
unable to rally, they retreated and formed behind the first brigade, which had by this time landed, and was
drawn up on the beach in good order. The plan of attack being thus totally disconcerted, General Wolfe
repassed the river and returned to the isle of Orleans. In this unfortunate attempt the British lost 543 of all ranks
killed, wounded, and missing. Of the Highlanders, up to the second of September, the loss was 18 rank and file
killed, and 6 officers, and 85 rank and file wounded. In the general orders which were issued the following



morning, General Wolfe complained bitterly of the conduct of the grenadiers: “The check which the grenadiers
met with yesterday will, it is hoped, be a lesson to them for the time to come. Such impetuous, irregular, and
unsoldierlike proceedings destroy all order, make it impossible for the commanders to form any disposition for
attack, and put it out of the generals power to execute his plan. The grenadiers could not suppose that they
alone could beat the French army; and therefore it was necessary that the corps under Brigadiers Monckton
and Townshend should have time to join, that the attack might be general. The very first fire of the enemy was
sufficient to repulse men who had lost all sense of order and military discipline. Amherst’s and the Highlanders
alone, by the soldier-like and cool manner they were formed in, would undoubtedly have beaten back the whole
Canadian army if they had ventured to attack them.”

General Wolfe now changed his plan of operations. Leaving his position at Montmorency, he re-embarked his
troops and artillery, and landed at Point Levi, whence he passed up the river in transports; but finding no
opportunity of annoying the enemy above the town, he resolved to convey his troops farther down, in boats, and
land them by night within a league of Cape Diamond, with a view of ascending the heights of Abraham,—which
rise abruptly, with steep ascent, from the banks of the river,—and thus gain possession of the ground on the
back of the city, where the fortifications were less strong. A plan more replete with dangers and difficulties could
scarcely have been devised; but, from the advanced period of the season, it was necessary either to abandon
the enterprise altogether, or to make an attempt upon the city, whatever might be the result. The troops,
notwithstanding the recent disaster, were in high spirits, and ready to follow their general wherever he might
lead them. The commander, on the other hand, though afflicted with a severe dysentery and fever, which had
debilitated his frame, resolved to avail himself of the readiness of his men, and to conduct the hazardous
enterprise in which they were about to engage in person.

In order to deceive the enemy, Admiral Holmes was directed to move farther up the river on the 12th of
September, but to sail down in the night time, so as to protect the landing of the forces. These orders were
punctually obeyed. About an hour after midnight of the same day four regiments, the light infantry, with the
Highlanders and grenadiers, were embarked in flat-bottomed boats, under the command of Brigadiers
Monckton and Murray. They were accompanied by General Wolfe, who was among the first that landed. The
boats fell down with the tide, keeping close to the north shore in the best order; but, owing to the rapidity of the
current, and the darkness of the night, most of the boats landed a little below the intended place of
disembarkation. “The French,” says Smollett, “had posted sentries along shore to challenge boats and vessels,
and give the alarm occasionally. The first boat that contained the English troops being questioned accordingly,
a captain of Fraser’s regiment, who had served in Holland, and who was perfectly well acquainted with the
French language and customs, answered without hesitation to Qui vive!—which is their challenging word,— la
France; nor was he at a loss to answer the second question, which was much more particular and difficult.
When the sentinel demanded, a quel regiment? the captain replied, de la reins, which he knew, by accident, to
be one of those that composed the body commanded by Bougainville. The soldier took it for granted this was
the expected convoy (a convoy of provisions expected that night for the garrison of Quebec), and, saying paw,
allowed all the boats to proceed without further question. In the same manner the other sentries were deceived;
though one, more wary than the rest, came running down to the waters edge, and called, Pour quai est ce qui
vaus ne parlez pas haul? ‘Why don’t you speak with an audible voice?’ To this interrogation, which implied
doubt, the captain answered with admirable presence of mind, in a soft tone of voice, Tai toi nous serens
entendues ‘Hush! we shall be overheard and discovered.’ Thus cautioned, the sentry retired without farther
altercation.

When the troops were landed, the boats were sent back for the other division of the troops, which was under
the command of Brigadier general Townshend. The ascent to the heights was by a narrow path, that slanted up
the precipice from the landing-place; this path the enemy had broken up, and rendered almost impassable, by
cross ditches, and they had made an intrenchment at the top of the hill. Notwithstanding these difficulties,
Colonel Hbwe, who was the first to land, ascended the woody precipices, with the light infantry and the
Highlanders, and dislodged a captain’s guard which defended the narrow path. They then mounted without
further molestation; and General Wolfe, who was among the first to gain the summit of the hill, formed the



troops on the heights as they arrived.. In the ascent the precipice was found to he so steep and dangerous that
the troops were obliged to climb up the rugged projections of the rocks, and, by aid of the branches of the trees
and shrubs growing on both sides of the path, to pull themselves up. Though much time was thus necessarily
occupied in the ascent, yet such was the perseverance of the troops, that they all gained the summit in time to
enable the general to form in order of battle before daybreak.

M. de Montcalm had now no way left of saving Quebec but by risking a battle, and he therefore determined to
leave his stronghold and meet the British in the open field. Leaving his camp at Montmorency, he crossed the
river St. Charles, and, forming his line with great skill, advanced forward to attack his opponents. His right was
composed of half the provincial troops, two battalions of regulars, and a body of Canadians and Indians; his
centre, of a column of two battalions of Europeans, with two field-pieces; and his left of one battalion of
regulars, and the remainder of the colonial troops. In his front, among brushwood and corn-fields, fifteen
hundred of his best marksmen were posted to gall the British as they approached. The British were drawn up in
two lines: the first, consisting of the grenadiers, 15th, 28th, 35th Highlanders, and 58th; the 47th regiment
formed the second line, or reserve. The left of the front line was covered by the light infantry; it appearing to be
the intention of the French commander to outflank the left of the British, Brigadier-general Townshend, with
Amherst’s regiment, which he formed en potency—thus presenting a double front to the enemy.

The Canadians and the Indians, who were posted among the brushwood, kept up an irregular galling fire, which
proved fatal to many officers, who, from their dress, were singled out by these marksmen. The fire of this body
was, in some measure, checked by the advanced posts of the British, who returned the fire; and a small gun,
which was dragged up by the seamen from the landing-place, was brought forward, and did considerable
execution. The French now advanced to the charge with great spirit, firing as they advanced; but, in
consequence of orders they received, the British troops reserved their fire till the main body of the enemy had
approached within forty yards of their line. When the enemy had come within that distance, the whole British
line poured in a general and destructive discharge of musketry. Another discharge followed, which had such an
effect upon the enemy that they stopped short, and after making an ineffectual attempt upon the left of the
British line, they began to give way. At this time General Wolfe, who had receiven two wounds which he had
concealed, was mortally wounded whilst advancing at the head of the grenadiers with fixed bayonets.

At this instant every separate corps of the British army exerted itself, as if the contest were for its own peculiar
honour. Whilst the right pressed on with their bayonets, Brigadier-general Murray briskly advanced with the
troops under his command, and soon broke the centre of the enemy, “when the Highlanders, taking to their
broad-swords, fell in among them with irresistible impetuosity, and drove them back with great slaughter.” The
action on the left of the British was not so warm. A smart contest, however, took place between part of the
enemy’s right and some light infantry, who had thrown themselves into houses, which they defended with great
courage. During this attack, Colonel Howe, who had taken post with two companies behind a copse, frequently
sallied out on the flanks of the enemy, whilst General Townshend advanced in platoons against their front.
Observing the left and centre of the French giving way, this officer, on whom the command had just devolved in
consequence of General Monckton, the second in command, having been dangerously wounded, hastened to
the centre, and finding that the troops had got into disorder in the pursuit, formed them again in line. At this
moment, Monsieur de Bougainville, who had marched from Cape Rouge as soon as he heard that the British
troops had gained the heights, appeared in their rear at the head of 2,000 fresh men. General Townshend
immediately ordered two regiments, with two pieces of artillery, to advance against this body; but Bougainville
retired on their approach. The wreck of the French army retreated to Quebec and Point Levi.

The loss sustained by the enemy was considerable. About 1,000 of them were made prisoners, including a
number of officers, and about 500 died on the field of battle. The death of their brave commander, Montcalm,
who was mortally wounded almost at the same instant with General Wolfe, was a serious calamity to the
French arms. When informed that his wound was mortal,—“So much the better,” said he, “I shall not live to see
the surrender of Quebec.” Before his death he wrote a letter to General Townshend, recommending the
prisoners to the generous humanity of the British. The death of the two commanders-in-chief, and the disasters



which befel Generals Monckton and Severergues, the two seconds in command, who were respectively carried
wounded from the field, are remarkable circumstances in the events of this day. This important victory was not
gained without considerable loss on the part of the British, who, besides the commander-in-chief, had 8 officers
and 48 men killed; and 43 officers and 435 men wounded. The death of General Wolfe was a national loss. He
inherited from Nature an animating fervour of sentiment, an intuitive perception, and extensive capacity, and a
passion for glory, which stimulated him to acquire every species of military knowledge that study could
comprehend, that actual service could illustrate and confirm. Brave above all estimation of danger, he was also
generous, gentle, complacent, and humane;—the pattern of the officer, the darling of the soldier. There was a
sublimity in his genius which soared above the pitch of ordinary minds; and had his faculties been exercised to
their full extent by opportunity and action, had his judgment been fully matured by age and experience, he
would, without doubt, have rivalled in reputation the most celebrated captains of antiquity.” When the final ball
pierced the breast of the young hero, he found himself unable to stand, and leaned upon the shoulder of a
lieutenant who sat down on the ground. This officer, observing the French give way, exclaimed,—“They run!
they run!’ “Who run?” inquired the gallant Wolfe with great earnestness. When told that it was the French that
were flying: “What,” said he, “do the cowards run already? Then I die happy!” and instantly expired.

On the 18th of September the town surrendered, and a great part of the circumjacent country being reduced,
General Townshend embarked for England, leaving a garrison of 5,000 effective men in Quebec, under the
Hon. General James Murray. Apprehensive of a visit from a considerable French army stationed in Montreal and
the neighbouring country, General Murray repaired the fortifications, and put the town in a proper posture of
defence; but his troops suffered so much from the rigours of winter, and the want of vegetables and fresh
provisions, that, before the end of April, the garrison was reduced, by death and disease, to about 3,000
effective men. Such was the situation of affairs when the general received certain intelligence that General de
Levi, who succeeded the Marquis de Montcalm, had reached Point au Tremble with a force of 10,000 French
and Canadians, and 500 Indians. It was the intention of the French commander to cut off the posts which the
British had established; but General Murray defeated this scheme, by ordering the bridges over the river Rouge
to be broken down, and the landing places at Sylleri and Foulon to be secured. Next day, the 27th of April, he
marched in person with a strong detachment and two field-pieces, and took possession of an advantageous
position, which he retained till the afternoon, when the outposts were withdrawn, after which he returned to
Quebec with very little loss, although the enemy pressed closely on his rear.

General Murray was now reduced to the necessity of withstanding a siege, or risking a battle. He chose the
latter alternative, a resolution which was deemed by some military men as savouring more of youthful
impatience and overstrained courage, than of judgment; but the dangers with which he was beset, in the midst
of a hostile population, and the difficulties incident to a protracted siege, seem to afford some justification for
that step. In pursuance of his resolution, the general marched out on the 28th of April, at half-past six o’clock in
the morning, and formed his little army on the heights of Abraham. The right wing, commanded by Colonel
Burton, consisted of the -15th, 48th, 58th, and second battalion of the 60th, or Royal Americans; the left under
Colonel Simon Fraser, was formed of the 43d, 47th Welsh Fusiliers, and the Highlanders. The 35th, and the
third battalion of the 60th, constituted the reserve. The right was covered by Major Daiting’s corps of light
infantry; and the left by Captain Huzzen’s company of rangers, and 100 volunteers, under the command of
Captain Macdonald of Fraser’s regiment.

Observing the enemy in full march in one column, General Murray advanced quickly forward to meet them
before they should form their line. His light infantry coming in contact with Levi’s advance, drove them back on
their main body; but pursuing too far, they were furiously attacked and repulsed in their turn. They fell back in
such disorder on the line, as to impede their fire, and in passing round by the right flank to the rear, they
suffered much from the fire of a party who were endeavouring to turn that flank. The enemy having made two
desperate attempts to penetrate the right wing, the 35th regiment was called up from the reserve to its support.
Meanwhile the British left was struggling with the enemy, who succeeded so far, from their superior numbers, in
their attempt to turn that flank, that they obtained possession of two redoubts, but were driven out from both by
the Highlanders, sword in hand. By pushing forward fresh numbers, however, the enemy at last succeeded in



forcing the left wing to retire, the right giving way about the same time. The French did not attempt to pursue,
but allowed the British to retire quietly within the walls of the city, and to carry away their wounded. The British
had six officers, and 250 rank and file killed; and 82 officers, and 679 non-commissioned officers and privates,
wounded. The enemy lost twice the number of men.

Shortly after the British had retired, General Levi moved forward on Quebec, and having taken up a position
close to it, opened a fire at five o’clock. He then proceeded to besiege the city in form, and General Murray
made the necessary dispositions to defend the place. The siege was continued till the 10th of May, when it was
suddenly raised; the enemy retreating with great precipitation, leaving all their artillery implements and stores
behind. This unexpected event was occasioned by the destruction or capture of all the enemy’s ships above
Quebec, by an English squadron which had arrived in the river, and the advance of General Amherst on
Montreal. General Murray left Quebec in pursuit of the enemy, but was unable to overtake them, and he
afterwards joined General Amherst, in the neighbourhood of Montreal, and acted a conspicuous part in the
capture of that last stronghold of the French in Canada.

Fraser’s Highlanders were not called again into active service till the summer of 1762, when they were, on the
expedition under Colonel William Amherst, sent to retake St. John’s, Newfoundland. In this service Captain
Macdonell of Fraser’s regiment, was mortally wounded, three rank and file killed, and seven wounded.

At the conclusion of the war, a number of the officers and men having expressed a desire to settle in North
America, had their wishes granted and an allowance of land given them. The rest returned to Scotland, and
were discharged. When the war of the American revolution broke out, upwards of 300 of those men who had
remained in the country, enlisted in the 84th regiment, in 1775, and formed part of two fine battalions embodied
under the name of the Royal Highland Emigrants.

END

Weekend is almost here and hope it's a good one for you.

Alastair
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