Electric Scotland's Weekly Newsletter for November 5th, 2021
For the latest news from Scotland see our ScotNews feed at:
https://electricscotland.com/scotnews.htm

Electric Scotland News
Bit late with the newsletter this week as I had a one and a half hour wait at my eye specialist and then a 2 hour wait to
get blood work done. Then also had a two hour down due to a power cut. One of these days I guess.
Scottish News from this weeks newspapers
Note that this is a selection and more can be read in our ScotNews feed on our index page where we list news from
the past 1-2 weeks. I am partly doing this to build an archive of modern news from and about Scotland and world
news stories that can affect Scotland and as all the newsletters are archived and also indexed on Google and other
search engines it becomes a good resource. I might also add that in a number of newspapers you will find many
comments which can be just as interesting as the news story itself and of course you can also add your own
comments if you wish which I do myself from time to time.
Canada & UK Space Agencies Agree On Joint Activities
The UK Space Agency and the Canadian Space Agency have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on
joint activities and information sharing on Space, providing a framework for the exchange of information, technology
and personnel between both nations.
Read more at:
https://www.canzukinternational.com/2021/10/canada-uk-space-agencies-agree-on-joint-activities.html
The overall champion of the prestigious Glenfiddich Piping Championship has been named as
British Columbia piper Jack Lee.
Third time overall champion Jack Lee went up against nine of the world’s greatest solo players at the renowned 48th
annual competition at Blair Castle on Saturday to claim the title.
Read more at:
https://mailchi.mp/b82b74d9f9d5/and-the-winner-is?e=92f01ab230
Scotland’s road to net zero: how far, so far?
Scotland is committed to reaching net zero emissions by 2045. But, whilst the volume of greenhouse gas emissions
indicates the fate of our planet, they alone do not reflect the state of our environment.
Read more at:
https://sceptical.scot/2021/11/scotlands-road-to-net-zero-how-far-so-far/
Who put the lights out?
The challenge of maintaining electricity supply in a Scotland outside the United Kingdom
Read more at:
https://thinkscotland.org/2021/11/who-put-the-lights-out/
Scotland’s largest known Pictish fort reconstructed in stunning image

Three-dimensional images of Burghead in Moray have been created by the Universities of Dundee and Aberdeen.
See more at
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/scotland-now/scotlands-largest-known-pictish-fort-25358598
Why are teachers so miserable?
Even before the pandemic, teachers were leaving the profession in droves, with bureacracy, low morale and poor
pupil behaviour all contributing to a toxic workplace atmosphere in schools. To recruit and retain the best staff, Heads
should let teachers teach and pupils learn.
Read more at:
https://capx.co/why-are-teachers-so-miserable/

Electric Canadian
Thoughts on a Sunday morning - the 31st day of October 2021
By the Rev. Nola Crewe
You can watch this at:
http://www.electricscotland.org/forum/communities/rev-nola-crewe/26106-thoughts-on-a-sunday-morning-31st-dayof-october-2021
History of the Ottawa Valley
A Collection of Facts, Events and Reminiscences for over half a century By J. L. Gourlay, A.M. (1896) (pdf)
You can read this at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/history/hiistoryoftheottawavalley.pdf
Treaties and the Treaty Relationship Webinar Series
Canada's History Society have collaborated with the Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba to create and host the
Treaties and the Treaty Relationship webinar series.
You can view this at:
https://www.canadashistory.ca/explore/webinars/treaties-and-the-treaty-relationship-webinar-series
Chronicles of Canada
Being a Record of Robert Gourlay, Esq., Now Robert Fleming Gourlay, "The Banished Briton", Concerning the
Convention and Gagging Law, 1818, Mr. Gourlay's Arrest and Trial, (1842) (pdf).
You can read this at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/history/chronicles-canada_lande00278.pdf
Statistical account of Upper Canada
By Robert Gourlay (1822) in two volumes.
You can read this at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/history/statistical_account.htm

Electric Scotland
Beth's Video Talks
Beth has another video for you.
November 3rd 2021 - Black Sheep in Genealogy and How Many Feet Mean What?

You can watch this at: http://www.electricscotland.com/bnft
Scottish Society of Indianapolis
Got in their November 2021 newsletter which you can read at:
https://electricscotland.com/familytree/newsletters/indianapolis/index.htm
Clan MacDuffee
Got in their Fall 2021 newsletter which you can read at:
https://electricscotland.com/familytree/newsletters/macduffee/index.htm
Scottish National Memorials
A Record of the Historical and Archaeological Collection in the Bishops Castle, Glasgow, 1888 Edited by James
Paton.
You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/lifestyle/scottish_memorials.htm
The Rutland Magazine and County Historical Record
Edited by G. Phillips. Added the first 3 volumes for you to read.
You can read these at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/england/rutland.htm
Who put the lights out?
How an independent Scotland's electricity demand could be met with no National Gird agreement or connection (2nd
November 2021) (pdf)
You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/independence/sip/Who-put-the-lights-out-01.11.21.pdf
Our Trip North
By R. Menzies Fergusson, M.A. (1892) (pdf)
You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/travel/Our_Trip_North.pdf
Plans for beautifying New York and for enlarging and improving the city of Boston
Being studies to illustrate the science of city building By Robert Gourlay (1844) (pdf)
You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/america/newyork_boston.pdf
Logie o’ Buchan
An Aberdeenshire Pastoral of Last Century by Gavin Greig, M.A. (1899) (pdf)
You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/stirlingshire/logieobuchanan.pdf

Story
John Carmichael of Medowflat, the Captain of Crawford.
Note: Due to the spelling of words in this article I have also provided a pdf of the article which you can download at:
https://www.electricscotland.com/webclans/atoc/john_carmichael.pdf

In the Southern angle of the county of Lanark where the Clyde, still a modest limpid stream, hurries down from the
lonely hills where it has its source, is situated the village of Crawford, and across the river at no great distance stood
the Castle of Crawford. As its name implies, it was at an early date the home of the Crawfords, thereafter of the
Lindsays, who in their turn made way for the Douglasses, when on the forfeiture of David Lindsay, Duke of Montrose,
in 1496 James IV. bestowed the lands and lordship of Crawford with its castle upon Archibald, Earl of Angus,
commonly known as ‘Bell the Cat.' Throughout the sixteenth century it remained in possession of the Douglas family
except for the incidental faidonne of rebellious earls, when for a time it reverted to the crown, but uninterruptedly the
office of castellan or captain remained hereditary in the family of Carmichael of Medowflat, whose head, by an
arrangement which sorely worries the genealogist, always bore the name of John. Of the old castle little now remains,
but as late as the end of the eighteenth century it was still sufficiently weather-proof to afford accommodation for a
rural dancing class in its deserted banquetting hall. In this country the forces of disorder were never so rampant and
the laws so ineffectual to cope with them as during the last half of the sixteenth century, from the close of the reign of
Mary Stuart till the re-establishment of governance under her son. The causes of these disorders were many, and it
may suffice here to mention the long minorities of James V. and Mary and the absence of religious control prior to
and at the time of the reformation. Besides the notorious thieves, broken men, and vagabonds who flourished in such
a state of anarchy, there was no small number of men of respectable in peace, also to refrain from harming Jean
Hamilton, ‘Lady Lamington.’ Two years later he and his mother, Elizabeth Scott, are denounced rebels for not
appearing to answer a charge of theft and reset of the cattle, to the number of forty-two head, which belonged to a
poor woman, Janet Williamson.
The denunciation being of no avail, the rebellious persons are charged, the following year, to enter themselves in
ward in Dumbarton Castle and to render up their dwelling-house under pain of treason; this charge likewise they
‘most treasonably and contemnandly disobeyit,’ in consequence of which the Earl of Angus is ordered to present his
vassal before the council. This charge the Earl himself disregarded, wherefor, and for having spoken with the Captain
since the time of the charge, he too is put to the horn.
Now the date of the manuscript indictment is obviously either 1607 or subsequent thereto, and it is noteworthy that in
that very year the friendly relations hitherto between the Captain and his Superior were rudely sundered of William
Carmichael, the Captain’s brother, at the hands of the sons of Walter Weir of Nether Newton, tenants and friends of
William Lord Douglas, the representative of his father the Earl of Angus, who had for some years been living abroad.‘
The result of this murder was the breaking out of a deadly feud between the Carmichaels, their friends and tenants,
on the one part, and the Weirs, and Inglis of Braidlie, Lord Douglas’s baillie at Douglas, and their whole kin and
friends on the other part.
Further, in 1610, because of the frequent stouths, riefs and slaughter of black fish in forbidden ‘ time within the
Lordship of Douglas, etc. two commissions of justiciary for trying and punishing all offenders within the said bounds
were granted to William Lord Douglas. By virtue of these commissions a number of the captain’s tenants were
summoned to answer various charges before a court to be held in the castle of Douglas, but by reason of the feud,
not daring for their lives to venture there, they petitioned the Council to have the Commission in respect to them
discharged. It seems therefore highly probable that this indictment was framed against Carmichael after the outrage
on his brother, and that the tribunal was this, or a similar court to be held in the castle of Douglas. Though his
offences might be condoned while he remained on good terms with his Superior, when the breach occurred his old
crimes were brought to light and every endeavour used to bring him to justice. Hence also it happened that from 1607
onwards he was summoned more frequently before the Council.
The notes in the manuscript have not been hitherto published and they afford a vivid picture of the life of the time.
The Captane of Crawfurd cam to the Southwood he and his compleices and there stall fra Barnard Tynto xxxviii
scheip in September the year of God 1596 and that to the taikin the said 'Barnard cam to desiré him to follow them
and he bad him giv fourtie pounds fallow ’ (i.e. apparently a fee) ‘that he would have borrowit and he stowit the scheip
in his awin seller in the castle of Crawfurd and to the taikin there was ane of the scheip put the heid furthe at the
windo and John Tynto his brother’s son persawit the scheip and desirit him to let them go and he schoirit’ (i.e.
threatened) ‘him for that and the scheip was never gottin agane.’
Next, in the same month, other twenty-seven sheep were driven off from the same unfortunate Barnard, and yet

again for the third time the same year, the Captain, his ‘compleices’ and servants paid another visit to the Southwood
and ‘drift eftir drift’ they denuded the pasture till they had the number of fourteen score of sheep all taken from
‘Barnard his wife, and bairnes.’ But worse was to follow on this occasion, for Andro Bell, one of the servants, ‘granted
the hail stewthe to Thomas Jardine in Byrnok,’ wherefor the Captain, with ‘Mungo Carmichael of the Myll, and Mungo
Park in the Westhaw, tuik the said Andro and callit him ane theif and drounit him on the nycht forout ane syse’
(without a trial) ‘where nane knaw bot thair selffis.” The same year from other poor enants in the Nether Southwood
in the night-time he ‘ cruellie reft twelve cows, which, however, were returned ‘at the king’s plesoure and the king spak
with his awin after the complaint was maid gif evir he hard the lik in onny tyme cuming of that he suld gar hang hym.’
Next, in August 1595, under the silence and the cloud of night, a visit was paid to the Rilbank upon Clyde, belonging
to ‘the Lady Stonebyres,’ and nineteen cows and oxen removed.
All day long the ‘compleices lay in the Neipland Wood callit Oxenmalbenschaw and the Capten and James of
Longbodome cam to Lanerk and drank all day quhill nycht, and met all at the foirsaid wod and then to thair purpose.
How realistic is this next narrative.
Sicklik in the nixt yeir eftir in the moneth of Nowembir he cam to the Falside and Hilend and there thifteouslie stall
fyve scoir of scheip he and his servands and brought thame to the Watter of Clyd it being ane flud and drounit fyftene
of them and they horssit our the wattir fourtein upone thair horss necks and left the rest because of the gritness of the
watter, this committed be the Capten and his complices.’ The next four charges merely recounting thefts of sheep and
cattle call for no particular comment. The eleventh, however, relates to an act of violence of a different nature. ‘1596.
Attour the Capten of Crawford cam to the town of Crawford togidder with Mungo Carmichael of the Myll and ther
cruellie schot and slew with ane hagbut John Mackkynrick tailzeour in the sextene yeir of God and that to the taikin he
tuik Johnne Gibssone and Gideone his brother and put thame in pressone for the space of twentie days because thay
resisted his furrie and wald haif saiffit the man’s lyf. The fifteenth, the last charge in the indictment, that of the year
1607, is for a crime of another character. ‘Item in the sevynt yeir of God the Capten of Crawford is delattit to the
prespetre of Lanerk for wichecraft and consulting with Crestene Beg and Janet Makmorone in the art of wichecraft
and convenit with thame dyvers tymes in privie places quhill in the chappell of Crawford upone the nycht and at thair
awin houss thinking by theredoing to haif procreatioune of childrene.’
To return now to the Records of the Privy Council for this period, we find John Carmichael called to account for
resetting sundry fugitives and outlaws, including his brother Walter, who played a part in many violent escapades, and
he is again at the horn for not paying his taxation. But the authorities have got their eye on him, and he and such as
he are having the special attention of the king. In 1607, for quieting the middle shires, his Majesty ‘ thought mete that
some of the ringleadaris suspected for thair bigane conversation or for thair present disordered courses should be
confined in some pairt removed from thair ordinary residence,’ and under this ordinance the Captain was ordered to
betake himself to Dundee to enter within six days under pain of rebellion, and there to remain till relieved by George,
Earl of Dunbar. But it is very doubtful if Dundee ever enjoyed the society of the pushful captain, for the following year
a complaint is lodged by Mark, Earl of Lothian, and Andro and David Johnston, his tenants of Crawfurdmure, against
John Carmichael and others, all at the horn, for not finding caution, for coming armed with swords, lances, hagbuts
and pistoletts to the said in peace, also to refrain from harming Jean Hamilton, ‘Lady Lamington.’ Two years later he
and his mother, Elizabeth Scott, are denounced rebels for not appearing to answer a charge of theft and reset of the
cattle, to the number of forty-two head, which belonged to a poor woman, Janet Williamson. The denunciation being
of no avail, the rebellious persons are charged, the following year, to enter themselves in ward in Dumbarton Castle
and to render up their dwelling-house under pain of treason; this charge likewise they ‘most treasonably and
contemnandly disobeyit,’ in consequence of which the Earl of Angus is ordered to present his vassal before the
council. This charge the Earl himself disregarded, wherefor, and for having spoken with the Captain since the time of
the charge, he too is put to the horn.
Now the date of the manuscript indictment is obviously either 1607 or subsequent thereto, and it is noteworthy that in
that very year the friendly relations hitherto — between the Captain and his Superior were rudely sundered of William
Carmichael, the Captain’s brother, at the hands of the sons of Walter Weir of Nether Newton, tenants and friends of
William Lord Douglas, the representative of his father the Earl of Angus, who had for some years been living abroad.‘
The result of this murder was the breaking out of a deadly feud between the Carmichaels, their friends and tenants,

on the one part, and the Weirs, and Inglis of Braidlie, Lord Douglas’s baillie at Douglas, and their whole kin and
friends on the other part.°
Further, in 1610, because of the frequent stouths, riefs and slaughter of black fish in forbidden ‘ time within the
Lordship of Douglas, etc., two commissions of justiciary for trying and punishing all offenders within the said bounds
were granted to William Lord Douglas. By virtue of these commissions a number of the captain’s tenants were
summoned to answer various charges before a court to be held in the castle of Douglas, but by reason of the feud,
not daring for their lives to venture there, they petitioned the Council to have the Commission in respect to them
discharged. It seems therefore highly probable that this indictment was framed against Carmichael after the outrage
on his brother, and that the tribunal was this, or a similar court to be held in the castle of Douglas. Though his
offences might be condoned while he remained on good terms with his Superior, when the breach occurred his old
crimes were brought to light and every endeavour used to bring him to justice. Hence also it happened that from 1607
onwards he was summoned more frequently before the Council.
The charges in the manuscript have not been hitherto published and they afford a vivid picture of the life of the time.
The Captane of Crawfurd cam to the Southwood he and his compleices and there stall fra Barnard Tynto xxxviii
scheip in September the year of God 1596 and that to the taikin the said Barnard cam to desiré him to follow them
and he bad him giv fourtie pounds fallow (i.e. apparently a fee) that he would have borrowit and he stowit the scheip in
his awin seller in the castle of Crawfurd and to the taikin there was ane of the scheip put the heid furthe at the windo
and John Tynto his brother’s son persawit the scheip and desirit him to let them go and he schoirit’ (i.e. threatened) ‘
him for that and the scheip was never gottin agane.’
Next, in the same month, other twenty-seven sheep were driven off from the same unfortunate Barnard, and yet
again for the third time the same year, the Captain, his ‘compleices’ and servants paid another visit to the Southwood
and ‘drift eftir drift’ they denuded the pasture till they had the number of fourteen score of sheep all taken from
‘Bernard his wife, and bairnes.’ But worse was to follow on this occasion, for Andro Bell, one of the servants, ‘granted
the hail stewthe to Thomas Jardine in Byrnok,’ wherefor the Captain, with ‘Mungo Carmichael of the Myll, and Mungo
Park in the Westhaw, tuik the said Andro and callit him ane theif and drounit him on the nycht forout ane syse’
(without a trial) ‘where nane knaw bot thair selffis.”
The same year from other poor tenants in the Nether Southwood in the night-time he ‘ruellie reft' twelve cows, which,
however, were returned ‘at the king’s plesoure and the king spak with his awin after the complaint was maid gif evir he
hard the lik in onny tyme cuming of that he suld gar hang hym.’ Next, in August 1595, under the silence and the cloud
of night, a visit was paid to the Rilbank upon Clyde, belonging to ‘the Lady Stonebyres,’ and nineteen cows and oxen
removed.
All day long the ‘compleices lay in the Neipland Wood callit Oxenmalbenschaw and the Capten and James of
Longbodome cam to Lanerk and drank all day quhill nycht, and met all at the foirsaid wod and then to thair purpose.’
How realistic is this next narrative. ‘ Sicklik in the nixt yeir eftir in the moneth of Nowembir he cam to the Falside and
Hilend and there thifteouslie stall fyve scoir of scheip he and his servands and brought thame to the Watter of Clyd it
being ane flud and drounit fyftene of them and they horssit our the wattir fourtein upone thair horss necks and left the
rest because of the gritness of the watter, this committed be the Capten and his complices.’
The next four charges merely recounting thefts of sheep and cattle call for no particular comment. The eleventh,
however, relates to an act of violence of a different nature. ‘1596. Attour the Capten of Crawford cam to the town of
Crawford togidder with Mungo Carmichael of the Myll and ther cruellie schot and slew with ane hagbut John
Mackkynrick tailzeour in the sextene yeir of God and that to the taikin he tuik Johnne Gibssone and Gideone his
brother and put thame in pressone for the space of twentie days because thay resisted his furrie and wald haif saiffit
the man’s lyf. The fifteenth, the last charge in the indictment, that of the year 1607, is for a crime of another character.
‘Item in the sevynt yeir of God the Capten of Crawford is delattit to the prespetre of Lanerk for wichecraft and
consulting with Crestene Beg and Janet Makmorone in the art of wichecraft and convenit with thame dyvers tymes in
privie places quhill in the chappell of Crawford upone the nycht and at thair awin houss thinking by theredoing to haif
procreatioune of childrene.’
To return now to the Records of the Privy Council for this period, we find John Carmichael called to account for

resetting sundry fugitives and outlaws, including his brother Walter, who played a part in many violent escapades, and
he is again at the horn for not paying his taxation. But the authorities have got their eye on him, and he and such as
he are having the special attention of the king. In 1607, for quieting the middle shires, his Majesty ‘ thought mete that
some of the ringleadaris suspected for thair bigane conversation or for thair present disordered courses should be
confined in some pairt removed from thair ordinary residence,’ and under this ordinance the Captain was ordered to
betake himself to Dundee to enter within six days under pain of rebellion, and there to remain till relieved by George,
Earl of Dunbar. But it is very doubtful if Dundee ever enjoyed the society of the pushful captain, for the following year
a complaint is lodged by Mark, Earl of Lothian, and Andro and David Johnston, his tenants of Crawfurdmure, against
John Carmichael and others, all at the horn, for not finding caution, for coming armed with swords, lances, hagbuts
and pistoletts to the said lands in the month of July, pursuing the tenants and their families with hagbuts, chasing
them off the lands, removing their goods and houghing their sheep and horses, and even threatening to burn them in
their houses if they continued in possession.
Though to this charge the Captain alone was present to answer, yet in respect that neither he nor his fellows were
able to find caution to underly the law, the Sheriff of Lanark was ordered to apprehend them and keep them in safe
custody till they should satisfy the complainers.
With the addies of one more picturesque incident we shall conclude this list of crimes. Again it is against one of the
Earl of Lothian’s tenants that the outrage is committed. Accompanied by his brother Walter, John Tynto, in
Southwood, and others to the number of four score, including a burgess and one of the bailies of the town of
Crawford, all armed as usual with hagbuts and other weapons, the Captain proceeded on the 9th June, 1609, to the
Kirktoun of Crawioed Lindsay and to the lands of Glen _ and there sought out Umphra Jerdane, one of the tenants,
‘for his slaughter. Umphra very prudently was from home, so on the 11th, being Sunday, the same party and others to
the number of two hundred, armed as usual, arrived at the parish kirk of Crawford. Here their victim was worshipping
in his ‘ordinary parich kirk sitting in an aisle whereof he had been in possession thir aucht years bygane and being
upon his knees at his prayers and Mr. Williamson the minister being in the pulpit saying the first prayer and the said
Umphra’s back being turned towards the said John his face,’ the Captain charged and ‘bendit’ his hagbut and
presented the same to ‘Umphra his body.’ But ere the tragedy could be accomplished, for the Captain must have
been slow at discharging his weapon, the minister shouting a warning to the worshipper and a timely word to the
Captain caused a diversion, otherwise the latter ‘had not failed to have cut off Umphra from his natural life.’ So once
more the Captain is summoned before the Council, and being found guilty of the comparatively innocent offence of
wearing hagbuts and pistollets is ordered to be committed to ward in the castle of Edinburgh. But good friends are at
hand to help him in the persons of Sir John Murray of Blackbarony and Sir Edwin Murray of Elibank, who become
surety for him to the extent of £2000 to keep good rule in the country, not to carry hagbuts and pistollets, and to
appear before the Council when charged. What power the Murrays had over him does not appear, but it was
sufficient, for no further notice of his misdeeds appears ; on the contrary, he seems to have mended his ways and
even to have enjoyed a certain amount of royal favour.
On 30th October, 1612, the king interferes on his behalf in a letter to the Earl of Mar, objecting that a lease of the
teinds of Crawford Lindsay had been wrongly granted to the Earl of Angus in place of John Carmichael of Medowflat,
whose lease had not expired and who, with his predecessors, had been in continual possession thereof ‘these
fourteen score of years bygone,’ and a new tack is ordered to be given to him. In later years we once or twice get a
glimpse of him, not as Captain of Crawford, but as Sir John Carmichael, knight. On 24th June, 1621, a warrant was
issued to the Treasurer not to dispone his escheat to any one before Martinmas following, by which time he was to ‘
take final order with his creditors.’ ‘ Wee sold be loth,’ the kind added, ‘that his house whereof so manie honest men
and faithful servants to our selfe and our predecessoures are descended should by the cruelty of a hard hearted
creditour be utterly overthrown.” In September of the same year, under reservation of a liferent to himself and his wife,
dame Sara Douglas, he resigned certain of his lands to the Earl of Angus, who three years thereafter obtained a
charter to them under the great seal. In the spring of 1637 he died, the last male representative of his line; he was
survived by an only sister, Margaret, who after being served heir to him sold Medowflat and the remainder of the
family estate.
END.
And that's it for this week and hope you all have a great weekend.

Alastair

