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^ THE

HISTORY

OF

BUCKHAVEN.

Amonst all the ancient records yet founJ, Bucky,
or Buckhaven is nev^r mentioned. There was a «c

set called Bucchane^rs, who were pirates, that is o

to say, sea-robbers, but strict search being made
for these sea-robbers, they were dispersed.

Whit of them escaped in the southern cHoiate, s

are said to shelter at or near Berwick upon Tweed.
(

Having differed amongst themselves, a smart battle
i

ensued, after which they divided, and it is said,

the party who gained the Bucky battle, feared

the English law would take place, they set north-

ward, and took up their residence at Buckhaven,

so called, not only on account of the great quan-

tity of buckies that are found in and about the

place, but on account of the battle they had with

their neighbours at Berwick, when they divided,

which they called bucking oneand other, but now-

named boxing, or fighting. Another pirty of

talle

ftOW



ttibse Backers settled in a fishing town at BanfF,

called Bucky and near the liver Spey, which is

now a pretty large sea-port town But among all

the sea-towns in Scotland the fishers still retain

a language quiie different from the people in

the country ; and they always shift the letter

M

and use O instead thereof, which no country-

people in Scotland do but themselves. There is

a corruption of speech in every country over all

Brit:jin, and likewise they use different tones

and ways of pronouncing words from others ;

even some in the south of Scotland can hardly

be understood by those in the north, though Doth

pretend to speak good English, and have a liberal

part of education. But since learnmg is now
80 easy to be obtained, ignorance and corruption

of speech are greatly decreased.

* \^In the county of Fife, on the sea coa^^t, there

'stands a little town, inhabited by few but fishers*

called Buck Harbour, because of sea buckies and
shel's to be found so plenty on the rocks about
that p^aee. There is little mention made of
this place by historians, to know its original

extraction and antiquities, but in their own
burges ticket which was partly perfect truth,

but more of it by way of lampoon, This ticket

was dated the thirty second day of the month
of Julius Caesar, I heir Coat of Arms were tv^o

hands gripping each other over a scale's rumple,
^^heir oath was, * I wish that de de*il may
tak me an 1 binna an honest man to you an
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ye binna de like to me.' An article of good neigh-

bourhood they had, whoever was fiist up in a
good morning, was to raisc; all the rest to go ta

sea ; but if a very bad morning, piss and gQ
to bed again till break of day, tlu'n raise A'isq

^Villie, wlio could judge of the weather by tliQ

blawing of the wind.-— I heir freedoms u ere to

take all sorts of fish contained in their rickets, as

lobsiters, partens, podles, spout-fish, sea- cats, sea-

dogs, flucks, pikes, dick-poddocks, and p~Hrh. V

A;L^ain, these people are said to have descende/J

from one Tom and his two sons vvlio were fishers

on the coast of Noruay, vvho in a violent storm

were blown over and got ashore at i'-uckharboul*

where tliey settled; and the whole of iiis childreil

were called f om-sons, and soon becan>e a little

town by themselves, as few of any Otlier name
dwelt asnong them. This is a trciditional story,

handed down from one generation to another.

1 hey keep litte communication w'nh country

peop e about them, for a farmer in those days,

thought his (laughter cast away, if she married-

one of the lishers in Buc':y harbour; and on the

other hand, A\i!ty Epjne, the ivle wife, wad a

8w()rn, " l^e go laddie, 1 wad rather see my boat

and a' niy ihree sons dadded againt!> the Bass, oir

J sa vv ony o* ihem m arried t o a m i ick a by re's

daugiiter, a wheen use ess tapies, it can do nae-

ihing [,ut puck at a tow rock, and cut a corp,

thev can neither bait /a hook nor radp a lin^^^te
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kle wife, lived there about a hundred years 2^8,

Eppie's charriber was tlie'r College and court-

house, v here they decide their controversies, and

explained their wonders ; for the hojse was li&e

a'little? kirk, had four windows and a gabel doc*r^

the wives got lenve to fl} tb their fill, but fighting

was prohibited, ns Eppie said, * Up hamSs was
foul play.' Their fines was a pint of a!e", snd
Eppie sold it at 1 plack the pint. They hid
neither minister nor magistrate, not a bur icy-

bafJie. to biag them wiih his tolhooth. The/

Lord oF the M^.nor'iiecided all disputable points

and Wise VVilJie and VVifty Eppie) the ale wil^

were tlVe twldrs^ of 'f lie t6w4^' ^' ^-^^ ^. -^^^ * ( ^^^^

r....:-'- \: ::*,•.
<- .:''.:-,/[ .h;7/ bin? 'in;* mod

< ^>K^t>W. E'p^ie bad a eaughter,- she called her
Lingle tail-d Nancy, because of- her feckless

grov\th ; her waist ^^as like a twitter, she bad nae
curpen lor her treti, being Edinburgh bred, and
brouj^ht up with her Lontion aunty, was icBrned

to r€ad and sew, made coirbC claes, and collicoe

mancoes, there was nae a scholar in the town
but heisel. she read the Bible, and the book of
kirk sani>s wais newly come in fashion, V\'fllie

and Eppie told them aye what it meant, and said

a' the letters in it was litted by my Lord, for

they saw him hae a feather that he dipped in

black water, and made crooked scores, just like

the sarr.e, and then he spok^- 'O^er again, and^i^
told him what4o §ay. / / j;^ -ijiuo -^w:! 'n .VU
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U happened on a day, that two of their

wives near the town found a hpise shoe, and
brought it home and sent for Wise Willie to se^
what it was. Willie comes and looks at it ; indeed
co^ Willie its a thing and holes in it. I ken'd
co' they, he would get a name till't. A ho, co*

Willie, whare did you find it ? Aneath my Lord's
ain house Willie. Adeed. said Willie, it's the

auld moon, I ken by the holes in't for nailing it

to the lift ; but I wonder if she fell in Fife, for

the last time I saw her, she was hanging on
her back aboon Edinburgh. A hech, co' Willie,

we'll set her upon the highest house in the town,

and we'll ha'e moon light o* our ain a' the days

o' the year: The wholt town ran to see the moon,
hout toot' said Witty Eppie, ye're but a' fools

thegitlier ; its but ane o* the things it my Lord's '

mare wears upon her lufe.

At another time one of their wives found

a hare with its legs broken, lying among her kail

in the yard. She not knowing what it was,

called out to her neighbours to see it. Some
said it was a gentleman's cat, or my lady's

lap-dog, or a sheep's young kitten, because it had

saft horns. Na, na, cried Wise Willie, it's ane

o' the maukins that gentlemen's dogs worries,

What will we do wi t. Hech, co' they all,

we'll sng the woo, and make fish and sauce

o't to my Tammies parritch. Na, na, said

Witty Eppie, better gie't to my Lord, and he'll

tap an iron stick through the guts o t and gar't
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rin roand abaul t\)e fire till it be roasted. No, no,

said Wise Willie we'll no do that indeed, for ray

Lord wad male us a* dogs, and gar us rin through

the country seeking maukins for him.

It happened on a daik winter morning,

that two of their wives were going to Dysarc

to sell their fish ; and on the road side there

happened to be some tinkers' ass tethered

The poor ass seeing the twa wives coming with

their creels, though it was the tinkers coming
to flit or relieve him, fell a crying ; so the twa
wives threw their fish away, and ran home like

the very devil, and said that he spoke to them
but they didna ken what he said, for it was
words like a Highlandman's ; the whole town
was in an uproar ; some would go with picks

and spades, and hag him to pieces, others would
go and catch him in a strong net, and then they

could either hang or drown him. Na, na, quo'

Willie, that'll no do, we maun cast out wi* him at

first as he has gotten the twa burdens o' fish,

he'll e'en gang his wa' and no fash us nae mair,

he s o'er suple to be catch'd in a net : a' your
pith will neither hang nor drown him, and
the kintry he cames frae is a' het coals, so he'll

never burn; we'l] gae to him in a civil manner,
and see what he wants. Get out Eppie,
the ale wife, and Lingle tailed Nancy wi* the

Bible and Psalm book. So ofi^ they went in

a crowd, either to kill the de'il, or catch him

i



aUye ; and a^^.^lj^^^^ H^B;tIu>j^^©q,f/^Tv?T a«»

tjB^l a ciying^ v</hicb| ca:used many of them to faint

md rMX) back. Na, nay go', VVilHe, that's nqf

the de'ii's words at a';, its my Lord's trumpeter^

touting on his brass wliistle. Willie, ventured

till he saw the asse's t^a lugs, now, cried Willie,

back to the rest, come forward and baud him fast,

I see his twa horns,, hech, sirs, he has a white

beard like an auKl beirt^ar iwan ; so they enclosed

the poor ass on all sides, thinking it vva? the de'il,

but wlien vvise v\ iWiQj saw he > lia^^vuHi c ovep-

feet, he cried out, I c^rcn^a ,)a^s,;ffhi^] i^^

de'il, ics some hving beasr, its; neither cow nop

hose. And what is't then, V\'i1iie? Inileed, co*

Wihie, its the father ^f^ th<3j^ipia|j^|!fyis^f;|^^eavby4j^^

!ang lugs. , j^d^, n9>l Bttbily ^(pm Uj4
./

;
8'nfjfxibriBid^iH^ n oiil ^^B'/ow

Now, some Sc^y. ;t}ii^N:^W§torf ^ sjinrfc^y

but it is according to the knowledge of those;

times, not to say ai>y place by another. The.

old wives will tell you yet of many such stories^,

of the devil appearing to their grandfathers- and
grandmothers, anct de^id wiveSi coming b ick again;

to, visit their familij^s ]png after being dead.

So this .B^uckhav^en vvas o^nce noted for - droll

exploits ; but, it has; novv .bec()me ; more known,

<IP4 a place s^aid to .produce as, hardy; watermen
or sailors, of any tQwn .gn th(^ Scots coast. Yet

many of the old people ii;r it s|ill retain the old

rincrnte of their ancient and {ur^cultivated speech,-

sjuch as, Be go, laddie; they, are also of a fiery

i^s^ture^ for if you ask ^ny of their wifes where



their '^bfl^ge fe?an^s, %^e^ tell you, VyouV'li^

were in theii' a— vour 'nioutb would be iit th^

d dr 'fit'
" >'Ji-

'
'i-:r,if y / .I'o 'r;:

V 1 : , i iiu bni3 jvbwod eiis 8Bw arfg eB ^io'i inoa gf; /;

^Novv^*' '"i^ . s6^^ bVpp'onetY,' u-lieil Wise' Wilir^

turned blc!, lie took" a great svyefling in his wame^
and casting up his kail, collopsV and' cauld fish,

that nothing coufd stand on 'his stomach, and
a stout stomach he had, for crabs* heads ati(d

scate-broth, or brose on a bridal morning, yet 'it

failed him and he fell sick ; none could dure hi ti^

nor tell ^hat' ailed him,' till' a mduntebank sfag''6'-

doctor came to KircaKly, that , could judge f>y

people's piss, tlie trouble of their person.-—
Wise Willie hearing of his' fame, pissed in't6

a bottle, and sent it aw^y wtth his dauihtMt.

The bottle being uncorked his daughter sj)iit*?l

by the way ; ro conceal her sloth in so doing,

she" pissed in it herself, and goe$ oh till she cann^

to the stage-doctor, when she cried out a(loud,

Sir Doctor, sir Doctor, here's a bottle oP niy

father's wash, he hak a sair ^uts, and needs tia

drite ony, but spews a' he ecitsJ Its trife' i tell

you my dovv. i'he doctor looks at it, then savs,

It's no your flither's surely, it is your mother's.

The de'ils itha man, said she, dinna I ken my
father frae my mither. Then^ said he, he is

with child. I he de il's i' the man, said she, for

my mither bare a' the bairns before; dats no
true sir, fegs you're a great liar. Hame she

comes, and teii*d Willie, her father, that the

doctor said he was with bairn. O waes me, co'
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Willie, for I have a mucWe warae, an* I fear it,*^

o*er true. O plague on you, Janet^ for ye'rej

the father o't. Very soon after this Witty Eppie
was sent for, as she was the howdy, and she fand a'

Willie's wame to be sure about it. Indeed, co*

Eppie, ye're the first man e'er I saw wi bairn before

an how ye'll bear I dinna ken. Ye hae a wally

wame, weel I wat, but how men bears bairns I

dinna ken. But I would drink salt water and
drown it in my guts; for if men ^'et ancethe gate

o* bearing weans themselves, they'll seek nae
mair wives, So Willie drank sea water till his

guts was like to rive, and out he got to ease

himself in the kailyard, and with the terrible

noise ot his farting, up started a maukin behind

him, whe thought it was shot ; Willie seeing her

jump o\r the dyke, thought it was a chiM brought

forth, and cries out. Comeback my dear, and be
christened, and dinna rin to the hills to be a

Pagan. So Willie grew better every day there-'

after, being brought to bed in the kail-yard, but

his daughter was brought to bed some months
after, which was the cause of the doctor's mistake.

('ft

f.r;)
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Now Wise Willie had a daughter, caU^^
Rolling Couching Jenny, as she spoke thickj,

sax words at three times. haTsense, ha'f nonsense,

as her own records will bear witness. She being

with child, she was delivered of a boiiny lass, and
all the wives in the town cried out, be go laddie,

its just like its ain faither, Lang Sandy Tason,

(or Thomson) we ken by its nose ; for Sandy
had a great muckle red nose like a lobsters tae,

bowed at the point like a hawk's neb, and Sandy
himsel' said, it was surely bis or some other

body's, but he had used a* his birr at the getting

o't, trying his abilities, being the first time e'er

he was at sic a business before ; and when he
had done a' that man could do at it, he said it

was nonsence ; and shame fa* him, but he wad
rather row his boat round the Bass and back again

or he'd do the like again ; for Wise Willie gade
wude at the wane, and said it had mair ill nature

in't than the auldest wife about the town ; for it

pissed the bed, and shit the bed; skirled like

a wild cat, and keeped him frae his night's rest,

and the auld hags about the town Cii'd him
Sandy, the bairns daddy, and a' the young gilHe

gauky lasses held out their fingers, and cried,

Ti hie^ hie ^andy the kirk will kittle your hips

for that ; and after a the bleer-eyed bell mm



cams bladJering about the buttojk meal, sum-
moned him and her belore the haly band, a court

that was held iu the kirk on Saturday morning;
and all the herd laddies round about, cried, ay,

ay, Sandy, pay the bull siller,. or we'll cut^the

cow's tail away, go poor Sandy.sufFered gadty Ln

the flesh, besides the pettilty and kirk penahc6v *^

But Wise WiUie took pity on them, and
gade wi' them to the kirk's court, what learned

folk call the session. Jenny was first called upon,

and in she goes, where all the haly band was
convened, elders and younger deacons, and
dog-payer keeping the door, the cankerdest carle

that coidd be gotten between Dysart and Dubyr
side, vvhite heads and bald heads, sitting wanting

bonnets, wi' their white headed stafjCj and hqcij

iien grey jockey coats about them.^ij| ^^^,|^;,^'^^j^^^^

Mess John says, Come awa Janet;' wt'i^^sSV'

ing on you here. \ /
uioo

Amu i^l :.l.i^lAl^ Lai* ; j j/ii^^norf
Minister. iW^hsM^^J^^c^M 4h\h^^)^4

gotten?;,/; loi ; nbgi. o:lii orlJ rb j/^-i \o

Janeiii ' A^^dk^^ ^tmn: |llrihrig' tte

black stfnes, at the cheek o' thfc!^brabih*ol'es^> •

Mess John stares at her, not knowing the

place, but some of the, elders did.. Then said

he, O Janet thi^;dp^,y^^^-^vis^^.y^^

'^qiJalWI.f. y^ii^y ifly fegs sir;, that's a great life

'yeVe telling now, for the de'il was nae there^



Uiat 1 saw, nor bny pM^ el^ej td bid to do njB

ihing or. anither; we lo ^d ither ' unco weel far

lang tinae betGre that, ,^nd syne we tell'd ither

agreed to marry ither like honest tolk;; then
mi^ht pa w^j^ le9cn to do the thing..^^rf^i^jl'^^^^

^o.wUliOii^;^he^()e^^ Ta^'/^niviifq

iiorsense?'^- .-''^^
.
-it

3
;

i:i;f/ > .• ;v.>. t ico'l "^'-"^ .v-'taii J J'j^O

|)r:Janet, <. ,I>5» dci'^^i ip t}ie eatle^fr for you ;an4

your rtiinist^Prs ore ii^r^, whqaye say jt is the ^ej'ij

it was helping Sandy and me to get a bairn..
>^ >oJJ

Come, con?e, sjud they, put down the' ikirk

dues, an.l come back to the stool the morn
; th^

price is four pound and a groai to the bell-man.

Janet. [ The auJd thief speed the darth -o't srrj,

far less rnight sair.you and your bell-jnian baifejij

,0 but .tliis be a warld indeedj when poor hpnes^

folks maun pay for niakjng use, of thtir ain ar-r-.

Ye misca' the poor de'il aliirit his^back,; an igi'fijs

him de wyte o' a' the ill in the kintry, bastard

bairns and every thing ; and if il be iis ye ^ay,

ye may thank de de'il for that four pound and a

groat I hove gi en ye, [that gars 3 our pat play

trown, and gets ye jockey Croats; purl-handed

iBarks, and whrte headed stave*^, when my father-s

pat waHops up rough bear and blue water.

" -The woman is mad said thiey, for this m(yr\€y is

given 'td tfe6 poor 6f the parilfh^lli^*^^^ ^ooq iud
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Janet. The poor o' the parish, said she, fient

a hait ye gi'e them but wee pickles o' pease meaf|

didna i see't in their pocks : and the minister s wife

gies naething ava to unco* beggars, but bids them
gang hame to their ain parishes; and yet ye'U

take the purse frae poor folk for naething out
playing the loon awee or they married, an syne
cock them up to be looked on and laughed at by
every body ; a deil speed you an your justice, sir.

Hute tute, ye're a* coming on me like a wheen
colly dogs hunting awa a poor ragged chapman
frae the door. So out she goes curseing and
greeting. Sandy is next called upon, and in he
goes.

Minister. Now Saunders, you must tell us how
the child was gotten.

Sandy. A now Me^s John, sir, ye hae bairns

o' your ain, how did you get them. Hut yours

area* laddies, and mine is but a lassie, if you*d

tell me how you got your laddies. Til tell you
how I got my lassie, and then we'll be baith alike

good o* the business.

The minister looks at him, and says, Hute,

tute. Saunders, lay down four pound ane a groat,

and come back to-morrow to the stool, and give

satisfaction to the congregation
; ye had more

need to be seeking repentance for that abominable
sin of uncleanness, than spi-aking so to rac.

Sandy. Well here is your sillei") sir, I hae gotten

but poor penny worths for*t, and so ye tell me tQ
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repent for't ; what the auld theif needs I repent,
when I'm gaun to marry the woman ; and then
I hae to do*t o'er again every day, or there'll

be nae peace in the house ; figs its nonsense to

pay siller, repent and do't again too, a great ad-
vice, ineed, maister minister, an* that's the way
to do.

Willie. Now, sir, and ye maister elders, ye
maunna put them on the black creepy till they
be married, they've suffered enough at ae time.

^^^

Aweel, eweel, said they, but they must marry
very soon.

I true, says Sandy, ye'll be wanting some mair
clink ; foul iiaet ye do for naething here.

Hame comes Sandy, starving o' hunger; ye
might a catst a knot on his lang guts. His

mither was baking pease bunnocks, up he gets

a lump o' her leaven into his mouth. Auld theif

be in your baggies' bag, Sandy, says his mither,

kirk folk are aye greedy, ye hae been wi' the

ministers a* day
;
you'd get a gude lang grace, he

might a gi'en ye meat too ; filthy dog that thou is,

you ha*e the bulk o' a little pye o' my leaven

in your guts : it would a sairea anes dinner, sae

wad it e*en, but an ye keep a reeking house

and a rocking craclle three eleven years as 1 hae

done, less o* that will serve you yet, baggy beast

it thou is, mind it I bore thee now, a hear you
that my dow.
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Tlie next explJ)?t %rfs action at ;la\^, against

die LO^J^^-^-ftJi of Muiredge, a farmer, ^lio lived

near hv, that kept sheep and Svvine. Hife sheej^

came down and broke into their J^Jirds, and -at^e up
their kail; the wild-hares they though't belonged

10' the same many-^s tliey ran to his house wheA
they were hunted. The swine came very •ofteiti

in about their houses, seekin^r fish guts and pny
thing they could get ; so it happened, when one

of the children was
,

sitting easing itself, thai

one of the swiiie tumbled it over,' and bit a piece

out of ii;S; ba("kside! The" whcyle lowp rose in

an uproar against grumphy, as they callejJ lier,

caught her, and took her before VVise VViljie.

He tivok an; axe and Cut two br three inclies off

her long nose. Now, says lie; I trow I hae

made tliee something like another beast, thou

had sic a king mouth before it wad frighted

a very de'il to look at ye, but' how- yeVe faced

like a littie horse or cow., ^^ffve poor sow ran

home roaring, all blood, and wanting tha n.)se
;

which caused Muiredge to warn- them in before

m}^ Lord. So the wives that had their kail eaten

appeared first in the court, complaining against

Muiredge. Indeed, my Lord, said they, Muir^

edge is no a good man when he is sic an ill

neighbour, he keeps black hares and whit^ hares,

little wee brown backed hares, with white arse^^

and hiose wagging horns; they creep in at oiir

water gush holes, and does the like. When we
cry pussy, • pussy, they rin hame to Muiredge

;
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^bUJ^Jl :gar qiy.ooUey. tivem by the fit aii I-lt

hfud them by-the horn, an* pii* the hair afF them;

and send tl»em hamis wanting , the skniy, as. ;\yi';

Sowen Tanmiy*3 wee Sandy, for coding his

pease, he took afF the poor laddie's coat, and sae

did he e'en. And vVjljiesaid, if you were a sow,

my Lord, and me siutipg'idroitipg, and you to bite

my arse, sudna I hae amends of you for that

!

Qd, my Lord, ye wadna had a bite put of your

arse for twenty merks ; e-maun e'en gar; ^^M

edge gi'e ten nierliSr to buy# plai^ter* tQ heal

pogr bit wean's^r^c iag£jim t
'

V W^ll sai'd 'V\\illie, s^^^^ ; hut wlio puts

dh tiife sow's 'hose at^-airii'
'

"

i AtfiegSs^-^Jiiy ^^ll^r^l,vigaid Willie, she s homester

likie wanting^'ity^mt shcil bite nae mair arses/.

An ye had liane a nose my Lord, as Jang ai^ the'

mw h ;d, ye'd been obliged to ohy body it w^id

cuit^ ar-piie0e -M^Vi/ -n^,-... U j^ il l fLoo-^ bi^ uo;

A gentlemen m cpmmg past, near ,Uien^ town
asked .one. of their wives wheie their college

gtood ?, said she givis me a shilling and Ml let you
see 'bait sides o'l. He gives i.er the shilling

thinking to see so^nething curious. Now, says

she, there's the one side of your shilling, and
there's the other, so its mine now.

Now, U ise Wiilie been greatly admired

fyr his judgment ; Jn cutting off the sovv'j> nose^

my Lord, hi a mocki«g tnanuer, njade him hurley

bailie of Buckhav^n Lang Sanby was Provp^Ll^
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and John Thrums the weaver was dean of guiid^^

But vVitty Eppiehad^ye the casting vote in a''

th^ir courts and controversier.

p \RT nr.

There happened one day a running horse

to be standing at one of their doors, and a child

going about, the horse tramped upon the child's

foot, which caused the poor child to cry : the

mother came running in a passion, crying, A wae
be to you for a horse, filthy barbarian brute it

thou is, setting a muckle iron lufe on my bairns

we fittie. Od sir, I'd rive the hair out o'

your head, gripping the horse by the main and
the tvva lugs, cuffing his chaffs, as he had been
her fellow creature, crying Be go laddie, I'll gar

you as good, I'll take you afore vVise Willie the

baillie, an he' 1 cut aff your hand wi' de iron lufe

sod ye'll be cripple, and gang thro' the kintry in

a barrow, or on twa shule staves, like Rab the

Randy, and a meal pock about your neck .

Her neighbour hearing and seeing what pissed,

cries, O you foolish tawpy, what gars you speak

that gate till a borse, he disna ken ae word that

ye're saying to him.

W hen Lang Sandy and Rolling Couching*

Jenny were mairied, their wedding took up^

three days and two nights, My Lord and my
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Lady, with several other ladies and gentlemen
attended for diversions sake. The piper of

Kirkcaldy and the fiddler of Kinghorn were both
bidden by Wise Willie the brides father, and
if any more came to play unbidden, Wiilie swore
thev should sit unsa'iei*, for these twa sud get

a* de siller dat was to be gi'en or wan. Fhat

day the dinner and dorter-meat sat in Eppie's

College, and the dancing stood in twii rings

before the door ; and the first day the daunting

and dangling of their heels dang down tha sea-

dyke ; some tumbled in, and some held by the

stones, the fiddler feii in o er the lugs and druckit

his fidJIe, the strings gade out o* order, and
the tripes turned saft like pudduig skins: so the

piper had to do fo** a*, and the fi Idler had naething

to do but sup kail and pick banes wi* the rest

of them. Now my Lord's cook was to order

the kettle, but lang Pate o' the Pans played a sad

pret, by casting twa pound o' candle among the

kail, which made them so fat tnat some could

not sup them, and the candle wicks canxe aye into

their cutties like sutors* lingles in the dishes ;

but some wi' stronger stomachs, stripped them
trough their teeth like rats* tails, and said,

mony ane wad be blythe o' sic a string to tie up
their hose in a pinch, My Lord and the gentry,

Mess John and the cleik, were all placed at

the head of the table, opposite the bride, but

would sup none of their candle kail. Willie

and the bridegroom served the table, and cried,

Sup on a sorrow to ye, for I never liked sour



ike bride got a ram*s funiple to pkk". • Slie takes

k up and wags it at my Lord, skying -fi-hee}

niy Lord, what an a j.iece is Ihi? ! Oh, eai'd

my Lord, that's the tail piecey it beloii^s to youy
bride. It's no mines^ I never had the hke o't,-

it's a fish ta 1, see how it wags^ but it is a bit o^'

some dead beast. O yes^ said he, brid^j yoii^*

have hit it now; but how come you to eat y/\tii

\ our g 1oves ; on. Indeed , my Lord , there'^s

a reason for d at too, 1 ha'e ' scabbed handsi

O said he I cannot beh'eve you. She pulled off

a part of the glove and shewed him. O yed
said he, I see it is so. Aha, said she, but I wisH

ye saw my ar?e, my Lord, it^ a* in a hvtteri

O lie, William, said my Lord, I w<jnder yoU
don't teach your daughter to Sficak with more'

modesty. By my sae, my Lord, ye may as weet
kiss her arse. I find so, said wiy 'i^d^tout it^s^

ftT want of a teacher. i i^fii;<ii j vc .-[r^-t ?

. 'Hiim mnj ini Oc.. ir.'jii}, enmi rijiilw

The ?noxt: diltr tbibitwag^ '^eftri^n^^t^lheq^ table

was roasted hens j and the bride's portionMjeing

laid on her plate, she says to my Lord, will ye
iet me dip my foul arse amang your sauce!

Upon ray wordj said my Lord, i will not if it be

as ye tell me.;. 1 1 out, my Lord, said the bride,

its no my arse its but the hens thaf I mean,

O but siid he its the fashion for ev^jry one to

eat off their own trencher, you may get more
sauce^ I can manage my own myself. Indeedt

my Lord, said she, I thought you liked me bettet



mr ofiiy rilher '})ody< , True- saidj^ he, but I ^ Vike

myself h^st, and you should not speak ill of niy

lady for she hearayou, Deed my L^urd I think ye*re

the best body about- the; house, for \vy Lady^s

but a stiiiking pridfiu' jade, she thinks that

sud make de fish and de baddies a' ahve; be-go

my Lore], she tJiipks 'vve can. shape them as de hen

does her: egg her arse, O bride, 8a\ s he^

you should not speak iJl of my lady, for she hear^

you very .well, O deed,, my Lord, I had nae

inirido' dai. Drink to me, then said he, or them

you jikp- best., 1 ben ^ays.she, litre's to ye a* de

gidderjieels o^er head. . Very weel siad, says my
|Lpr4} |h^t*s good sense.

. Dinnci'[;;being over, m) Lord desired the

bride tp^ daTi,C(^. liideed, my Lord, said she

i Ganna dance 003% but LJl gar my u ame wallop

foment ypurs, and t!)en we'd rin r< und about

as fast as .we can. Very well, bride, sa'd he, that

jW'ill just do ; we siiall neither kiss nor shake

hands, but I'll bow to thee, and ye'li b('ck to me,

so vvedl h.ave done. So after the* dinner and
dancing, my Lord exhorted th-e bride to be a

good neigiibour, and to 'gree with every body
jpuvid about. 1 vvat vyeel, my Lord, said she,

ken 1 ne'er coost i»ut wi' ony ane but lang

,Pate o' the Pans, an he had a' de W3 to o't : he

^e^>an and was aye jeering me ab(;ul Sandy,

de. black stands and de crab holes where de wean
,^^!as gotten^ and; lb<n it turned to a hubbub an

^ij^llyshangy^ and,
.
qr ,(Rr^; y99^^^^^^ ^^^^ '^'J ^^^^>
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ikiy Lord, we was aboort ither on the mussel mid*

den. I trow 1 tell'd him o* Randy Rab, his

uncle, his f in titty that steal'd de sarks and drank

de siller, and how his mither salM mauky mutton,

and mair tiian a* that, my Lord.

My Lord had a friend, a captain in the

army, who came to visit him, and having heard

of the Backers' sayings and exploits, was desirous

to see them. iVJy Lord, put them in a fright

sent his servent to order them all, men and
women, to come up before his gate to-morrow

about kail time ; and ali that did not come, was
to flit and reaiove out of my Lord's ground
directly. This put the whole town in a terrible

consternation, some ran to Wise ^VjHie, to see

if he could tell what it meant. Willie said, that

it was before something ; and he sairl he was sure

death was the worst o't, come what will. But
Witty Eppie said, I ken weel what's to come,
he's gaun make de men o's a* sodgers and
the tvives dragoons, because they're the best

fighters ; I ken there's something to come on
the town, for our N jncy saw Maggy s ghaist the

streen, it was buried about four weeks sinsyne.

A hech, co' Willie, that^s a sign the meal's dear

in the iiher warld, when she comes back to this

ane again; well take bur dinner afore we gae

to my Lord, we 11 miiybe ne er come back again.

So away they went lamenting, all in a crowd.

My Loid and thd Captain was looking over the

•w^lWow, Yfh^iA thfey ^an^ivcd ; 'and the Gaptaik
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cries to them, to the right about. To which
they answered O bless you, my Lord, what is

dat man saying? Says my Lord, he bids you
turn your face to Maggy's hill, and your a

to the sea, which they did in all haste. i\n what
what will we do now ? said Willie. No more, said

iriy Lord, bat go all home, Willie. O my dear,

My blessing come on your bonny fdce, my
Lord, I wish you may never die, nor never grow
sick, nor nae body fell you, ye are the best man
in a' the world, for we thought a' to be dead
men or sodgers. ye're wiser than a* the witches

on the coast o' Fife or in a* the world.

There was a custom in Bucky Harbour
when they got a hearty drink, that they went
down to dance among the boats, and two or

three of the oldest went into a boat to see the

rest dance. And when they admitted a burgher

there was always a dance. One day they ad-

mitted gly*d Rob, who was a warlock, and made
them all stop their dancing ; for which he was

carried before \Mse Willie, to answer kr this,

his crime ; for which he was banished to the isle

of May, at the mouth of the Frith of Forth, to

carry coals to the Light House,

The Bucky lads and lasses, when they go to

gather bait, tell strange stories about ghosts

and witches, Willie wi' the wisp, and Kelpy
faires, maukins, and bogles of all sorts. i'hey

think the ghosts go all night like auld horses.
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for fear of bein^ seen, and be made to carry

skfite fisli^and duli'e.
'

''Thef 'tlhii^jk wltGliesfare th©

warst kimi of devils, and make li-^e of cats to Hdd
upd:n, or kail kebbers and tes()n'i sluifts^ and* that

they sail over the sea m cockle shells;' and be-2

witches lads and lasses and dis^lbles bridegrooms!

They think Willie arid the Wifip'ii a fiery devil^^

and leads people off their road to 4lr0<*n them in

the sea. i hey think Kelpy is a sti ' devii, aifl

roars before a loss at sen. And they beli^ve-^hat

the Faines lift new born bairns fr-om the^r motherg^

and that none of them are safi^ tb^^lrj^Mvith theif-

mothers for a night or twcr .aftei-^ they are

born, un]ess the motlier gets. ^'I paii^- j of men^s
breeches under their head, which sets the fairies

adrift. But if they neglect to do this, the}' say

the fiiiries will carry off the cl^ilid, .and icajve a
block of wood with the mather^if i',> ji >: ci/to.')

fsfiyi :hi3 ^^ydj noiflw bnA .3!>ni:jb i i

^'ioIiBW B sfiw odw ,doH bVJs fcci u ;

.vgns oj ,9r{liW 9si7/ Dio'tad boinB>/
Dirii oj jjfjdgrnfd g^w od ffoidv; lo'i ; omiia gitj

oj .r'jio'^ 'to fiJi'iT odj To H)Dom arfj ?e ciilh

.oauoH jH^fJ oJ ^it.^ioo v'/,i.af

^1^;0dt^ jwods 8311013, 9^inf;l)8 iftU .Jllid lodliig

yrjlo^ bns .qgiv/ af^j 'iw oilliW ,aod3Jiw fufJi

Y'jd'J' .gJ ioa ilfi lo gal^^od bn/s j^nijloxm ^^^iXA

.iro8iod bluu 9>lil J,4^in \\n og 8J8od§ adJ dfiidl


