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N, Name. Population in X755." 1791-3.| Increafs. | Decreafc. Page
1. Chirnfide, - - - 383 g6t 58 ¢
2. Fenwick, - - -1 sx13 ;1281 168 st
3 Daviot and Dunlichty, -t 316! 1697 |——— 479 67
4- Slamannan, - -| 1209 ' 1010 199 28
$. Kirkmichael and Cullicudden, 1371 1334 137 . 88
6. Dalton, - - - - 451 615 164 101
7. Dolphington, - - 302 200 | ———— 102 109
8. Abdie, - - - 812 i t 494 328 118
9 Firth and Stennefs, - - 1108 1:86 78 128

10. Kilninian, - - =] asyo | 3281 691 139

11. Killbrandon and Killchattan, 1492 | 2060 568 | —— 1359

13. K-finichen and Kuviceuen, - | 1685 | 3902 1317 |———— 170

13 Kinfauns, . - - 639 628 |—— I 213

14 Kiifinan, - . - -1 1794 1487 |—— 376 239

3§. Bellie, - - -. 1730 | 1,19 189 263

16. Tynron, - - - | 464 §-0 36 273

17. Govan, - - - 43%,| 8318 |§3929 |—— a8k

18. Kemback, - - - 4120 588 168 |——— | 297

19 BirfayandHimy, - .| 2100 2013 187" 3z«

20 Crathy and Bracmar, -1 abys 2351 420 334

3 . Mid-Calder, - - 760 | 1251 491 . 353

23. Speymouth, - . | gogl i34 | 353 34

33. Canoby, - = | 1733 27i5| 992 ——— | 407

84. Crichton, - - - 611 900 289 |——— 433

LI Primrofe.. - - - 558 329 | 36 439

46. Corflorphine, - - . 99s | 1037 42— | 47

27. Ewes, - - - 39 320 73 . 463

28 Wigton, - - -] xo03a! 1350 318

39. VId Luce, - - =] 1509 | 1200 jmmeeme 309 | 490

30 Greenlaw, - - . 895 {§1210 318 Sot

31 Auchterbbufe, - - 600 | 6co 516

31 Porglen, - - - 607 600 [ 7] s30

33. Linlichgow, - - 1 3296 | 3221 | 75 | s47

34- Langton, - - - 290 | 435 14§ j—— | 51T

35. Mcrtoun, - - - sca 557 55 586
36. Rcfcobie, - - | 7981 9314 136 |——— | 598
37. Clackmannan, - -1 1913 | 2528 615 |——e | 605
Totals, — | 46,490 §5.199 111637 | 2,928
: 46,490 | 2,928
Increafe in 379X—~3. — &7c9 | 8,509

® ‘This is, on the fuppofition, that there are 5% in each family. Mr.
Boyd fays, there are about 244 families, and that the avcrage, in each,
will be g, o rather more.

t This was the numbcr in 1789

$ Thus is the inc'eale, ¢! bath Covan and Gorhals, fince 1755. The
increafe of § fated to Gorbals in Vol. V., muft be a miftake.

§ This was the number in 1785,
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SCOTLAND,

PART XIV.

NUMBER I
PARISH OF CHIRNSIDE

3

{CouxnTY OF Berwick, SyNoD oF Merse axp Tiviors
DALE, PRESBYTERY OF CHIRNSIDE.) ‘

By the Rev. WALTER Aunnnsoi‘v, D. D.'A

Situation, . Extent, Effates, &c.

HIRNSIDE is the name of a confiderable village

and parifh, in the fhirc of Berwick, vulgarly call-

ed the Merfe, but, more properly, the March, ypon the
E. border of Scotland. It is aldo the feat of a prefbyterys
and, as {uch, it is ftated in the lift of the- prefbyteries ¥,
inftituted in the reign of James VI. 1581 ; when the Dio-
cefan Court, or Synod of Jedburgh, now called that of
VoL, X1V, A - Mol

b

® Vide Calderwood's Church Hiftory, fol, edit, p. 102, .
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Merfe and Tiviotdale, confifted of only four prefbyterics §
vig. that of Kelfo, Dimde, Chirnfide and' Jedburgh.

It Bas no natural and well marked boundarics. The
large ftream of Whittadder, or Whitewater, terminates it
upon the S., and 2 deep morafs, called Bellymire, is ity
confine, in the oppofite quarter. The elcvated and ex-
panded hill of Chirnfide, and the coutiguous one of Iding-
ton, when taken together with their wide fkirts, may be
reckoned 2s comprehienGive of the whole parith. The fie
gure is oval, and its longeft line, extending caftward from
Whittadder bridge to the extremities of Foulden and Ay-
ton parifhes, is computed to meafure 3% Englith miles,

- or under 4 Its greateft breadth will hardly reach to 3.
Upon a calculation, the rduinber of atres in the: parith
will amount to about 6523. The whole land, if we ecx~
cept 5 or 6 fmall portions, confifts now of § eftates ; two
of which, Chirnfide and Idington,- arc feparate baronics,
and both of confiderable antiquity *. '
 The lands of Ninewells arc next in valuation after
ldington. The 4th cflate, called Eaft Mains, and hold-
ing of the barony, is the praperty’ of John Molle, Efq.,
a lineal defcendant of an old family of that name in Tie
viotdale, and parith of Morbattle. The gth is that of
Blackburn in the Mire, the property of Mrs. Bruce, the

' relict

|® The former, to which. the Jarge territory belongs, had, probably,
become an appendage of the lopdfhip of Home, when the chief of that
family, Lard Warden of the Bat March; after being engaged in the re-
walt of Frangis, Earl of Bothwel, had returned to his duty, and obtain-
ed, us bis thare in that forfeited chieftain's fpoils, s grant of the Abbey
of Coldingham, anno 1596. The dovation would involve claims to, or
at lea facilitate the acquifition of lands in the neighbourhood of that
well-endowed priory. Hence, the lauds of Ninewclls appear, from the
charters, Dot to held of the barewy of Chisnfide, but of the lordiip of
Eome, :



Of Chirsfide. L
reli& of David Bruce Efq., who refided in Fife. Of thefe
‘heritors, 3 have prefent refidence; William Hall, £fq. of
Whitehall, the principal proprictor, and patron of the pa-
‘vifh, Jofeph Home, Efq. of Ninewells, and the sbove ns.
‘med beritor of Eaft Mains. The barony of Idington, in
the beginning of this century, poffefied by 2 Sir Andrew
Lauder, of the Valleyfield family, has been, for above 50
years bick, the property of the Hays of Drummelzier,
‘whofe prefent reprefentative is Robert Hay, Efq., refident
st Dunfe Caftle, the ufual feat of his family.

Name, &c.~The etymology of the name Clérnfds, i
of fomewhat difficalt explication 3 yet if we ¢ake its firft
fyﬂd:letobccuhc,udnothau&m,orhgﬁﬂz
its impost .and ‘propriety may be underfiood. The word
" csivm, well known to denote ‘in Erfe, the rude fepulchral
monument of ftones, raifed by the Saxons and Danes, in
honour of their warriors who fell in battle, is written, in
fomefpeamemwehueofthzthnguge,whad;md.
at large, charne or shaen®. -

' . Az ' The
® In this erthography, i!dumcne,u&rﬁ.dnénpdﬁo
opawwdouc,inmni.vbphhmnm.mybeuﬂyu-
mdh.mmwmmmwmm
difcourfe. Cherafide would be readily pronounced Chirnfide. But thezs
is 2 diffcalty in upderftanding bow the harth and unconth prosmnciation -
of the b could be admitred in thet word, when it is generally svoided
in the disle@ of the country, The fad is, that, although the boak-
lat-d.udbcmt&u.docdmh.&m slmoft waiver-
falylpwhihrqeaian. They pronouncs u(uﬂhgcho
o into an §) they do in fhance, fhoice, fhair, thopin, fheefs, &e. &e.
And even although they often hear the Eoglifh precunciation of charch,
they ean make no more of it than firwd. The name of Shimyid, o0
Chernfide, therefore spplied to the village, may be prefomed te fignify
.maﬂmhﬂh&duum;hdh&m‘-

habet being founded often like s 4.
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.~ Thevelige of a-caitn, although not now in accumula-
stjon; hut the raifeq ground, rather hollowed out in the
saiddig; is obfervable on the caftern, and higheft fummit of
.the hill; near to which the row of the village, on that
fide, begins.. Idington Hill, which, with a {mall interval,
.58 coptinuation of the fame ridge, fhows yet more appa-
rently the place and remains of two caims. The heaped
ffoney-of one of them were but lately catried off ; and it
_is knowp,. ;}_xa't! in their firft demolition, about 4o years
ago, a ftone coffin, its figure faid to be an oblong fquare,
was taken up entire, and conveyed to a gentleman’s place
dn the neighbourhood. In.the track of. Lammerruir,
between Chignfide and. Dunglafs, {everal of thefe cairns
werey of late years, {re_ry .confpicuous, as they are found
moft nimerpus upon the E. coaft of Scotland, adjacent to
‘tht ‘of -Northumberjand, and of Yorkﬂnre; often invaded
.ang qupiﬂd by the Dancs and Saxens.

(J&:‘mﬁd( Hall, ¢md Prq}e&‘: from ity &c.—Among the
feveral eminences which disjoined from the edge of Lam-
cmermuir, on the N., preje@ into the Low Country of
Berwxckﬂnrc, Chlrnﬁde Hill is a moft remarkable one. It
"is dxflmgmfhed from “others of them, by its elevation and
cn’ncncular alpe& to the S., }ozﬂed with the great ex-
:panﬁon of its,fummit, and its gradual declination to
Whittadder water. It commands, as moft of them do,

#the view of a country, the richeft in foil (with the ex-
CCPdOﬂ of the Carfes), cf ‘any in Scotland; and, we
m.xy add in its prefent ﬂute of culture and fertility, not
daferiproto the beft improved lands of England ; unlefs
-we 'take into. the account 'the forced gardens and nur-
‘feﬂes around "the metropoiis, and fome meadows, glutted
“ xth rhanure, or formad out of fsamps-in the fenny coun-

. tigs.
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ties. The -landfcape beheld; is that of a-plain, wayed
with long ridges, running chiefly in onc dire&tion, and
of more than 25 miles extent from the Bay of Berwick
to the Tiviotdale Hills, on the W.; while dir@ly S.,
and at almoft the fame diftance, the famed hills. and
chaces of Cheviot form a boundary truly grand. About
6o or 70 years 'ago, this profped; although ftriking and
noble over the country, was a naked one, and had little
or nothing of the beauty arifing from extenfive agricul-
ture, enclofed fields or plantations. If fome groves or
firips of trees marked, here and there, the fcats of the
gentry or mobles, befides thefe, and a few enclofures,
joined with them, hardly any thing but wafte land, or the
pooreft culture, was difcoverable. Nature, indeed, wore
a robe that indicated a deep foil. The uncultivated
grounds produced immenfe tracks of heath, overfpread
with thick furze, or tall whins, and, in fome dtier places,
with broom ; which, in the fpring and through the fum-
mer, fhed the golden gleam of their flowers, and their
fragrance, all around.

The eye of a fpeftator, on Chirnfide Hill, now has in
profpe& a country, of the extent defcribed, all of it in
remarkable cultivation ; the corn fields and pafture lands,
almoft every where, enclofed and divided by hedges and
ditches. Large plantations not only appear around the
gentlemens’ feats, but reach, in feveral places, to the ex-
tremities of their lands; fo that they feem to ke con-
joined to cach other. Of fuch a pleafant fcene, we have
here an immediate exhibition. The plantations of Whitc-
hall;- forming a quadrangle, with fome contration on its
E. and W. fides, and rénning on in lines of half a mile,
advance up the hill, from near the banks of Whittad-
der to thc croft lands of the village, now turned, in

part,

'
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‘pat, to & rich and beautifd theep-park. Between the
W. 6de of that plantation, and where the hcdge-row of
Ninewells approaches to it, there is feen, in the open.
ing, a feQion of Whittadder, to which Blackadder-water,
there near its confluence, comes forward as 2 tangent.
A little above both thefe plantations, and where a grove
of trees intercepts to a {peftator, at the manfe and other
houfes in the fame declivity of the hill, the diftinét view
of Whlttadder, that dear ftream is caft into curious ard
pi@urefque appearances. In one fation, it glitters be-
tween the ftems of the trees, reflefting intermiffive and
tremulous beams of light. In another, it fhows; like a
bright edging or half coronet, to their green tops. In
a third, where the trees do not interpofe, it is thrown
into a fhining cutve. The high banks are feen, in con-
tiguity to thofe of Blackadder-water. The plantation
and enclofures around Allanbank-houfe confpire with
thofe of Blackaddct to completc the vifta, and fhut the
fcene ¥,

‘ Village,

# The Hill of Chirnfide, befides the vicws and plantstions, poficfies, ia
almolt the whole of the extent, a natural fertility of foil, although with
wvery confiderable difference and variation ; and it contains alfo great and
. waluable ftores of free-ftone and marl. The former lies, i in many phcet.
2ot more than 3 or § feet under the furface. Yes colour ia between red
sad white, and the grain fuch as renders it not toe bard to be wroughe
by the chifel, yet very durable. Its chief bed appears in the middle of
the fouth fide of the hill, where the old path-way afcending it, ds, in
& manser, turned, the moft pare of its length, into a rogged pavemen,
As quarries of flone rife towards the hill, the marl banks are formed,
mefily, htbedeel-vina and dips it takes towards Whittadder; the
Qoping grounds on the fides of which are entire accumulstions of its
firata ; being all either of the clayey kind, or the more lumpith and
floney. Of fhe]l mar], 8o traces appear ; por is it found in the meighe
Joschood, nes any whese in the fhire, but in very fmall guantities. The

formeg
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Village, Agriculture, &c.—The line of the village funs,
as it has done for various generations, in two rows of
houfes, E. and W., over the broad fummit of the hill, to
the length of more than half a mile, Another raw of
them, not fo compa&, deftends ‘the hill in a S. direc-
tion. Departing from the former, at an opening meas
the middle, ealled the corfs, and propesly the erofs, it has

the church for its termination. A little afide frem the

other houfes in this line, called the Kirkgate, ftands the
manfe, with the glebe-ground on three fides of it, at the
diftance of about 100 yards, or more, from the church,
im a lower fituation. Before the divifion of the lands of
the barony, into the feparate fhares of its proprictors in
the 1740, and for many years after that period, the vile
Iage houfes made that mean appearance common to all
others in the country. Keared at the expenfe of the land~
bolders, and furnifhed gratis to the farmers, or, at a very
fmall rent, to other tenants, they were of fuch conftruc~
fion, in their materials and dimenfions, as, in eompanfon
with thafe now built, we would call the beft of them
Bovels, or buddles of ftone, clay and wood. Until the
late Mr. Hall, clerk of Scffion, ereéted his two pavilions
# office-houfes to a future manfioa, and the deceafed Mr.
Home of Ninewells, in the year x745, built the prefent
dwelling-houfc of his family, and fome repairs were made

on

fomur is of foversl colours; light, grey, pale, bluc, and dork ; sad
foms whitifh snd red: It proved equally good in each of thefe colours, -
when foft; at leat, with the cxcsption of the laft one, which rather
Yardeipstes of fand. As the floney fart is often found very bard, it has
been takan, even by gentlemen acquainced with its ordioary appearance,
for common fope, and buik into fences. The total ruin of them, in &
or § yeam, difcovered, to their furprife, the mifiake they had made. I
spplication 3¢ 2 mmwse, will be altceward evafidesed.
7 .
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on that of Eaft Mains, no edifice of a modern ﬁru&ure

‘was to be'{een in the whole parith *.
We

+ The church, indeed, had its low walls and its fteeple of a tower-
like form, built with free-fione, bedded with lime ;‘and its two ailes com-
pofed of rough afilar. The caflle, or firong houfe of Idington, now !
quite demolifhed, was of the compilement: of all the old towers, partly
of free and whin-Qones, and fome lime joined with clay mortar, ‘The
houles of the inferior heritors and portioners of land differed lictle from
thofe of the farmers, into the compofition of which free-flone or lime
"hardly entered. The manfe, as it flood at the deceafe of the late mi-
niftet in the 1755, humbly refembled them in its form, covered with
thatch, and with & deep cvme-cril s in the fecond floor, it had go mare
than 36 fect of wall for all its length, unlefs what wualled an outer-
boule, or kitchen, made up of cat and clay, was reckoned ‘a good part
of it. Before the barony of Chirnfide was divided among the heritors,
in confequence of a decree pronounced by the €ourt of Scflion in the
1740, it is to be obferved, that there were no outfleld furms, excepting
thofe belonging to the three mills in the parith. The village, like others
in the country, comprehended all the houfes and cottagers appertaining to
the feveral proprictors, great and fmall. Adjaccnt to the manfionshoufc of
fome of the former, there was what was called the mains farm, or that of
his domain or houfehold. Hence, as the land was in time parcelled oue
into feveral farms, fo many of them diftinguifhed only by their pofition { m
different quarters, are known here, and in other parithes, by the common
defignation of mainfer. In the barony, at the period mentioned, there
were only three of thofe farms, and anotber in that .of Idingtop. Du. .
ring the continnance of the blended property of the feveral.heritors, the
further extenfion of farms and fteadings was prevented by the common
property they had in the outficlds. Of thefe, the only ufe which could
be made, was that of a pafturage for all the cattle and fheep of the vil.
Jage. Upon the remembranée of fome old peaple flill living, the par<
ticular account of them is faid to have been 63 fcore of fheep, and 13
of black cattle; and the whole number of horfes is reckaned, neot fo
exadly, at 60. The value of one thecp’s pathire was 84d.; of an ox or
cow 20d.; and of a horfe 3s. 6d. Befides the common moor adjacent
to the village, a commonalty, rumning _in a certain track feveral miles
into Eammermuir, appertained-to the barony of Chirnfide, The privia
Jege of it is kmown to have been ufed in the late minifkes'stitne, whe
claimed upon it the pafturage of fome lambs or fhcep,



'\ Of Chirnfide. 9

‘Wemay further judge of the general poor condition of
¢he arable land (except theS. croft, which was let inacres)
that, in the fworn valuation of it, the beft, or infield
part, was rated in the decree of divifion at §s. The
oftimate was fo minutely exa&, as to include varioms
rates, from that higheft one to the loweft, at 1d. the
acre. This laft, indeed, refpeted the moft barren and
foalpy point of the hill, {o incumbered with large whin
flones, as to be thought incapable of culture. For the
old arable, or S. croft, which was, as in other places of
the village, tilled land, the tenants of acres, or portion-
ors of an acre, paid from 6s. and 7s. to 10s.; a rent as
high in thofe times, as when now they pay 30s This is
not to be confidered as occafioned altogether by the low- -
er value of money, and its greater circulation among the
inferior ranks of people. An acre of land could not
then, by any known art er induftry, be made to pro-
duce what # now does ; not fo much from the increafed
fertility of the foil, as from the more advantageous ufes
to which its fertility can now be turned; by.a crop of
" potatoes, or of red clover, or turnip, being joined te
ome of corn, even in the fame littie field *.

Vor. X1V, B ' From

% Inftead of thofe late ynd fignal improvements in agriculture, it ap-
pears, that one ftated method of ploughing, and the fame fucceflion of,
corn crops, being here, and a]l over the country, invasably obferved ;
every attempt to a better practice was reftrained, when the uie of marl
or lime, as a manure, was unknowp, and that of dqu was the fole one;
a certam qnmuty of it asifing from the confinemeat of the cattle durigy .

winter, could only be obtained. Scantily it ferved to keep the acres of

thes ctoft. and the infield of the N. in any tolerable heart. The out-
field had no other benefit, but that of being fallowed ; which, in thofe .

d4ys, amounted to no more than giving the ground a ploughmg or twog

and then, after an exhaufting crop, refigning it to its natural produce,

wchich was only a morg abundant one of weeds. In confequence of the

old
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From what hag been faid of the village and barony of

Ghirnfide, previous to the divifion of the lands, accarding
to

old run-ridge, the arable, and the intecmized property ia-the eutfield,
inconveniencies, even in the ordinary courfe of the land tillage, were
peceffarily” incurred. Adapted to the ftate of the country, under the
policy ¢f tire feus, and calculated for comymon defemce, efpecially ih the
coaftant predatory wars carried on in the hopders of the two kingdoms,
it embarrafled nﬁerthupwtbecdmeofﬂn fields. The
acres, and fmaller lots of the arable, were laid out in fuch a manner,
that balks, or frips of untilled ground, being interpofed between eve.
1y § or 6 ridges, & Wafte of the beft land whs thus made for the fake of
harches, not only between the grounds of the different propricfors, but
amidft the lots and fubdivifions of gcres,-into which they were calt. Io
the fhape of the ridges, no alteration, howfoever proper, could be at-
tempted ; and gll the difference of the operstiens of the plough, con-
fifted in taking either & deeper or thallower furrow, er a wider or clofer
eve. The unalterable curvature of the ridges had a tendency ta colle@
moiftere jp all flats or dips of the ground. Within the compafs of the
acres, and their divifions, no ufeful drains could be forjped. In the out-
fields, they were often impraclicable, from interjoions of feparate pro.
perty, or the bousdaries of it being indiftin@ly afcertained. In fuch
circumftances, it wis no wonder that the hufbandmen of thofe days, whom
we are now too resdy to sccufe, not only of want of fkill, but of an in.
dolent and obftinate adherence to their old cuftoms, would find it very
difficult to make new or uncommon exertions. That they were tare
dy, in general, may be underftood, from thejr having certain days, or
weeks at leaft, marked out, efpecially in the fpring feafon, for com-
mencing their labours. Their ploughs drawn by more ozen than horfes,
both but poorly fed through the winter, could not accelerate their work,
Ttis to be obferved, that the tradefmen ih the village, who had por-
tions of acres, either hired their ploughings of the farmem, or clfe con-
Joining not gnly the borfes, but the cows they had among them, made
flift, with a comipon of borrowed plough, to perform more thriftily, if

not fo properly, the tillage required. An old faying, retailed about the
time of making the bear feed, it an evidence that the feafon of it was more
apt to be poftponed thin spticipated. * It is wot too late,” it was faid,
“ swhen the feaves of the ath cover the pyet’s (i. e. magpic’s neft™
The fcremng of this noifome bird, at the building her neft on her
favourite ‘tree, is feldom heard fooner than sbout or after the middle of
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4o the fhares of the greater and fosaller proprietors, it is
evident, that impediments were laid in the way of any
improvements in agriculture, or increafe of population.
The decree of divifion was the firft ftep that led to views
of the former, as it put it in every heritor’s power to caft
his eftate into the beft fhape He could for malioration.
The many banks of clsy marl had, indeed, attralled the
attention of one or two of the gentlemen proprictors, and
fome feeble trials of it, as manure, had been thade by
them; but frém want of proper knowledge of its quali~*
ties, or of {ufficient perfeverance in the labour it requir-
ed, nothing of confequence was effe@uated. What was
done by the late Mr. Hall, within Kis enclofures, ferved,
however, as a pattern and emcouragement to other heri-
Yors, to engage in the experimental werk ; and it happen-
ed, fortunately; not only for the bettér agriculture in the
parifh, but of the neighbourhood, that two gentlemen,
the late Mr. Home of Ninewells, and Mr. Molle of Eaft
Mains, found it convenient, to take their whol¢ lands in-
to their own management ; & circumftance requifite, when
new methods of culture, or new manures, are ta he tried
in any part of the country, before the tenants can be fups
pofed to affume them into prattice. Thefe proprietors
became real farmers of theit eftates; and refiding con-
ftantly in the country, not only improved their own '
knowledge in agriculture, but foon taught the tenants,
near them, to corre& various def¢@s agd errors attend-
ing its ordinary courfe. This wds done with the more
effe, as the enterprifes of thefe gentlemen were gradu-
ally carried on ; snd, in point of expenfe, little execeded
what the farmets, who had any confiderable ftock; could
afford.” From them, leflons were taken of more affidy-
ous, and earlier ploughing; of ftraight, and clofer ridges;
B2 of



12 Statsfical Account

of water furrowing; of feed well winnowed, or charige®,
and the more cffe@ual working of the lands in fallow.
The beds of marl, fo precious in eftimation by she
gentlemen, did not corsrefpond to what the tenants exped-
ed from the ufe of it, as a manure. 300 loads of it re-
.quired to an acre of grouad, was found an infuperable la-
bour : however great its ultimate benefit was underfiood
to be, its lumpy and hard fubftance did not diffolve, fo 28
to incorporate thoroughly with the foil, in lefs than 4 or
§years; a return too tardy to be waited for, by thofe
who had their annual rents to pay. Only 3 or 3 of
the ableft farmers in the country, who bad long, and
«eafly tacks, ventused to continue, in a certain extent, the
-wfage of it ; others, who had come under engagements to
marl 2 or 3 acres, in the courfe of a year, cither failed
in the performance, or nnportnned their landlord for a
zelaxation from it *.
¥

# The difcovery and proof of the prolific power and quick effe of
Yime, efpecially upon new lands, gave.bopes of its being adopted in
place of marl, to the equal contentment of the proprietors and tenants.
,Although the lime was not to be got nearer than from the Berwick kilns,
or thofe on the other fide of the Tweed, both of them at the diftance of
30 or 11 miles, yet the quantity of it neceflary to an acre being only 10
“or 13 cart loads, taken up in fhells, which, if well burnt, produced the
tdouble in flack lime, the difad¢antage of the carriage appeared to He
compenfated. But, fill, the purchafe.money being added to the cas-
riage of the lim¢, rendered tie expenfe of both too heavy for the te-
nants; who, not yet affured of all the benefit of the lime manure, were
‘mot difpofed to engage in it, but upon certain ferms, with their maf-
ters.  When leafes were' entered into between them, & compromife
commonly toek: place about the lime to be laid upon the lands; a
fixed quantity of which being carried home by the former, was to he
paid for by the latter. Much to the advantage of the tenants, who Lived
st no greater diftance from the lim¢ kilos than Chimnfide, ‘as this agree=
ment was, the benefit of it was not taken to the extent it might bave

been a
b
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1f the more abundant crops of corn, confequent to the
snelioration 'of the foil, had not been followed with a rife
of the value of that commodity, the tenants in the county
of Berwick, would hardly have been in any better cir-
cumftances than thofe in the peoreft Lowlands of Scot~
‘land. It has been obferved, what thifts they were often
put ta, even when agriculture was in"the loweft ftate, a-
bout difpofing of their ground to any advantage. The
average price of every kind of it, was confiderably below
that of the Lothians. The cuftom had long obtained of
“having a larger firlot, than the ftandard one ; and, as the
quantity of corn was increafed by better cultivation, and
maanure, they found it neceffary toallow the gratuity ofa boll
‘0

been : fo common and natural is the fear and doubt about the faccefs of
any new {cheme to thofe whe, by the failure, may incur in'eganblé lofs.
Some tenants would run no hazards until they faw fuller proofs of the
fertilizing quality of the lime. Others, blundering in their manner of
applying it, theew it wpon wet grousd, or buried the fubftance under
decp furrows. But thefe miftakes being corrected, and the fructifying
power of the lime becoming more and more vifible, the tenants were
fatisfied with fmaller allowances of it in gratuity ; and the more enter-
terprifing of them hefitated not to purchafe it. The change made by it
upon unopened lands, excited & demand for lasge outfield farms, in pre-
fererce to the confined infield. The beft of the former, and what in-
cluded fome of the latter, generally rofe from 3s. to ss. The S. csoft of
Chirnfide, appropriated to the acre-men, gave from 12 to 155, If fome te-
nants, who, before the efficacy of lime was known or fufficiently proved,
‘had leafes of 19 years, and at a low rate, graoted them, and yet, for
want of flock, or of a {pirit of enterprife, did sot become fo wealthy as
they might bave been, we need not admire, if we refle@ again upon
what has been faid of the low prices of ‘corn and cattle, thefe difcou-
raging circumftances to the hubandman, and which could mot be reme~
died, but by the gradual advancement of commerce. It may be added,
that it is fit, and providentially well ordered, that no new difcovery or
improvement, even in the moft neceflary arts, fhould be carried rapidly
3o its perfection, but that, by a progreflive knowledge and tkiM in it,
St 7, but 2 or 3 generations may have fome fhare in the beaefit.
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to the fcore, for the encouragement of merchants ; whichi
has been but lately laid afide. It bas been fince thoughe,
that the gentlemen farmers, and the tenants, were too
liberal in this conceflion, fince thet country, which had
the 2 fea-ports of Berwick and Eyemouth, could, and
did, in fome years, furnifh from 40,000 ta 60,000 balls of
corn ta the matket, would have been conftantly applied
to, without fuch inducement by the corn-merchants at
Edinburgh, and other towns. It bhad, however, a good
effed ; as, inftead of commiffions being only given to cor-
refpondents at the fea-ports, to purchafe certain quanti+
ties of griin, tlic agents of the merchants came, and, re-
fiding in Berwitk for fome time, dealt themfelves with
the farmers upon the fpot. This market, before but par-
tially opened, gave frefh vigour to the operations of the
plough, and prompted, efpecially, the preparing and ma-
nuring of more land, for wheat crops, that brought round
fums into the hands of the hufbandmien. Their gains
-were, 88 yet, no more than what their great expenfe, in
the purchafe of lime, and their other labour, required:
But the honeft ground of that wealth, to which they af.
terward attained, was now laid on that perfevering ins
duftry, joined with much economy in their manner of
living, which they continued to praife and exempplify.
Chirnfide Hill was as much, and rather more; adapted;

to pafturage, than to agriculture; and it has been ‘men-
tioned, what fcores of theep, and black cattle, traverfed
the common field. Confined within the bounds of each he-
ritors pofleffion, after the divifion of the lands, it requir-
ed fome time, on the part of the gentlemen farmers, be<
fore cither their pafture, or their breed, could be amend-
ed. Purpofes of this, particularly with refpe@ to the
theep, were entertained ; but, as yet, the enclofures, ex-

cept
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cept thole of Whitehall, were few, and not preperly pre.
pared to receive them. The few wedders and ewes, kept
by the gemtlemen for domeltic ufe, had inftrufted them
in the profits to be made of this ufeful animal; than
which, if daly fed, and atteaded to, no other aan be turn-
¢d to more account. The laying down of lands, manu-
red, and in goad condition, for pafture, was one of the
greatelt objeds in hutbandry ; becaufe, by means of it,
land could be refted from exhsufling corn crops, and yet
. produce' what was equal to the beft value of them. This
could not be doubted, when experience fhowed what
fields, of a more carly, and {weeter grafs, than the natu-
"yl kind, could be obtained, by the fowing of white clo-
ver-feed. The ufe and advantage of the red clover, mix.
ed with rye-grafs feed, had alfo been proved in the luxu«
tiancy of its crops, that might be cut for the labouring
eattle, or made into hay. The neighbourhood of Nor-
thumberiand, where much atteation bad been paid to the
breed of horfes, afforded the opportunity of improving
that of the country, when now the ploughing with
gxen began to be difufed, and, in the lighter lands, the
more expeditious and ttatable two-horfe draught, to be
adopted. [n general, it appeared, by the improvements
in hufbandry made by the gentlemea farmess, that its
progrefs was fuch, s to combine the proper and sdvanta~
geous breed of all the live ftock upon farms, and efpecial-
ly that of fheep, with the growth of corn. Whence might
be added, the profits of the diary, to thofe of the bam.
floor ; and, in particular feafons, the defe@s of the latter
be, in fome meafure, compenfated by the benefits of the
jormet * .
In
©® While, yet, the enclofed and meliorated lands were retained in the

'od'eﬁou of the proprictors, the culture of potatoes in the fields had been
tried
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. In confequence of all thofe improvements, agriculture
and hufbandry, in the two baronies of the parifh, were
faft advancing to that fignal ftage at which they are now
arrived, Notonly all the infield, but almaft the whole

outfield and moor-lgad, was, from the year 1770 to ;he
17 Qg

tried with much fuccefs. A vegetable that could be eafily reared, and at’
Kttle expenfe, which, defirable at the tables of the rich, afforded 2 whole-
fome and cheap food to the poor, and might be ufed in place of bread,
appeared to deferve the attention and labour of the hutbandman in a great
degree. But the production of it in large quantities, was foon found to
reduce the value to little or nothing. As it could not anfwer all the pur-
pofes of comn-meal, it could mever be made fuch an objeé to the caltiva-
tion of land, or the public in general, as the latter. Crops of potatoes
" came, therefore, to be regarded as f{ubfidiary only to thofe of grain; {o
ufeful, indeed, that they could not be wanted in the moft plentiful years ;
and, in thofe of fcarcity, would keep lower the price of meal, when poor
families, having the refource of \potatoes, would require fmaller quanti--
ties of it. The fine light meuld of Chirnfide crofts, was well adapted to
their production; and accordingly, all the common kinds, were advanta-
geoufly cultivated by the acre-men; while the farmers found it of equal
benefit to themfelves and their cbttagers, to have a proper fupply of them,
in every feafon. In this fage of agriculture, and from about the year 17760,
ot 1765, the S. croft land had rifen from 12 and 15, to 16 and 20 fhil.
lings. The price of a fummer’s grafs for a cow, in an enclofure, was a gui-
nca ; open, but improved fields, laid down in grafs, were rated at 16 fhil-
lings : Still the value of land was advanced, not only,in fields of 10, 20, or
30 acres, but in extenfive farms. A great encouragement to it arofe from
the cultivation and growth of field turnips; by means of which a food,
cheaper, and more nourithing than hay, could be procured for the winter
maintenance of (heep and black cattle. Befides this_ important ufe, no’
plant was found to meliorate the land fo much, by delivering it from
all weeds. "It might be caltivated to advantage, either in broad caft or
in drills. The repeated hoeings requifite to reduce the immenfe vege-
tation of the plants, fo that thofe allowed to remain might grow to a
uleful fize, might be reckuned the only confiderable expenfe attending
the culture of the turnips, fed on which, more milk could be got from™
the cows in winter ; the fheep and black cattle, kept in good condition,
or fome of the latter being taken up and ftall-fed, might be fattened and
well fold to the bntcher market in the fpring.
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178~, either enclofed, or put inte 2n improved condition.
Knowledge and fkill, in the two great departments of
farming, were gradually fo promoted, that in any offer-
ed farm, whether by a firft entry to it, or by a renewal
of his former leafe, every farmer of ordinary under-
flanding could judge of the reafonablenefs of the rent,
and conditions propofed to him. What ftocking was re.
quired, what expenfe for lime, what fhare might be
taken by him in the coft of enclofures, and to what ac-
count his proper management of the lands in culture, .
by the plough or in pafture, might be turned, were
matters not of vague, but nearly of a juft and certain
computation. By all the principal farmers, as well as
the gentlemen, the powers of the feveral forts of
ploughs, the Scotch, the Englith, the feathered-fock,
and the plain, the drill, and others of later invention,
were known, and fuch of them ufed as ﬁuted the dif-
ferent grounds to be laboured *.

The chief difficulty in the letting, and teking of land,
at the rates, o be immediately mentioned, appeared to be

Vor. XIV. C zelative

# In the courfe of the period mentioned, when numbers of sew farms
were taken upon the outficld and moorlands, through the country, live
ftock of every kind rafe to 3 high value, oA account of the valt demand
for them. ‘The yoke of oxen adwaaced from 1ol and 11l to 151 and
16l.; and the fcore of fheep, of the beR Lammermuir breed, to about
he fame fum. The price of horfes came to furpafs all conceptio. Thofe
fuflicient for the plough and cart could not be bought lower than 15k
or 161 ; and the faddle ones of fize, bore much the fame price. Thiy
phenomenon continued, ard, in late years, grew more wonderful, by the
@il greater rife of the horfe-market. It is afcribed to many of the
ablefk farmers difcontinuing their ufaal breed of horfcs, while they bo~
flowed fo mack. attenion to the increafe of their fheep and black catle.
The weft country and Irith horfes, thus becoming almoft the only fupply
of the market, the price. put upon them might be faid to be whaseees . .
e daalers ia them pleated.
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relative to thofe farms, in which large tracks of mew
ground were to be opened, and manured with lime. Exo
perience had proved, that the foil, efpecially if light,
might be fo ftimulated, asin 2 or 3 years, to lofe its fer-
tility altogether, and could not admit of repair, but by
being laid down in grafs pafture, for a confiderable time;
teftritions, therefore, were to be prefcribed to the tenants,
with refpe& to this, by fpecial articles in their leafes.
The limiting the quantity of fuch hurtful culture, and
how long the land was to be refted, in cafe the leafe was
to be extended to a number of years, afforded fome ground
of difcord. The keeping up of the fences, either already
made by the landlord, orto be afterward reared by com-
‘pa& with the tenants, at a mutual expenfe, likewife oc-
cafioned hefitation on the part of the latter. But where
thefe points did not impede agreements, large farms
were let in the parifh at feveral prices, from the low-
eft at 12s. to the higheft at 20s. the acre; the inter-
mediate rates, and thefe not reckoned the deareft, being
about 16s. The fouth eroft land rofe from above 30s. to
3¢s., and that of the north to 2§s.

Having thus traced the progrefs, both of the value
and improvements: of the whole lands in the parifh, du-
ring a courfe of 45 years, and thown how they kept
pace with each other, the refult of the inveftigation pre-
fents the comparative and ftatiftical eftimate of land
property. The farms which, in the beginning of that
period, gave, at an average, 3s. the acre, now give 12s.;
and thofe at the medium of §s. now afford aes.; whence
the increafe of the real rent appears to be quadruple.
That this advancement, apparently vaft, was no greater
than the produce of the lands in their cultivated ftate,
and the raifed value of their various produions could

admit,
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admit, we have this inconteftible proof, 2nd which does
much credit both to the landlords and the tenants :—In
all the large farms, taken in the parifh, for 20 years
back and more, there are only 2 or 3 inftances in which
a change of the tenants (12'in number, when thofe of
the mills are reckoned), has taken place; and in one
of thefe inftances, there was a furceafe of the fami-
ly of the tenant, With this {mall exception, the pre-
fent tenants are either thofe who have fucceeded to
former leafes of their fathers, or, being in pofleffion of
their own for many years, have renewed them again,
If it be atked, What are their circumftances? The an-
fwer is, They are npt only thofe of credit and wealth,
but that fome of the farmers are in fuch a degree of

both, as will probably raife the rank of their families.
But a miftake is here to be taken notice of, too rea-
dily entertained, either by the invidious or the fuperfi-
cial fpeculators, on what has been ftated above, of the
quadrupled value of land property; who, notwithftand-
ing what has been proved, that the tenants have profited
highly by this event, rathly conclude, that the proprie-
tors are the only, or greateft gainers in confequence of
it. So fir is this opinion from being juft, that it may
be affirmed, on the contrary, that had the landlords, ei-
ther here or in moft other parts of the S. of Scotland,
forborn their exertions, and fpared their expenfes of
improvement, their rents, in the progreflive courfe of
trade and population in the Britith dominions, would
have been, by this time, more than doubled to them,
But it is to be prefumed, that fome of them, when they
seckcn the coft of their agricultural improvements,
will, for the fake of the good done to their country,
C a2 : adopy
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adopt the fentiment of Old Hefiod, and fay, that the balf
froﬁ: is better than the whele.

Wherever the lands, in any country, are cultivated
in the manner, and to the extent, thet has been repre-
fented, there an increafed population muft take place.
For, whether the proprietors retain and improve their
own lands, or let them to tenants, the greater the ex-
tent of the culture is, the more hands are required to
carry it forward. To this affertion, it will be obje&ed,
that the heritor may caft around bis manfion-houfe plea«
fure-grounds, or extenfive fheep-fields, which employ
few lakouring people; but, befides that the inftances of the
firft cafe are rare, and confimed to the greateft proprie-
tors, it is to be copfidered, that unlefs mere wildernefles
be created by them, in place of fine lawns, or walks of
pleafure, fuch warks, as the latter, oannot be accomplith-
ed without a vaft deal of previous cultivation, and-calling
in labourers of feveral kinds. As to their theep-fields,
if tue flock much exceed one convenient for domeftic fer-
vices, they muft have the knowledge, and exert all the
attention, of real hufbandmen, to find this fole ulc of their

"lands always profitahle ; for cven the beft fubftitution of

the management will prove defe&tive, Thus, in the or-
dinary courfe of things, it muft come to pafs, as it ought
to do, that the praprietors of lands, to whom it belongs
to begin all new improvements, and to verify in pralice
their good effe@ts, will not find it for their intereft, or
their pleafure, to a& the part of real farmers, for a length
of time, and beyond a moderate extent. It is their pro-
yince to thow, what may, and fhould be done ; but as the
utmoft reach of their labour is. limited, and muft be flow
in the progrefs, the extenfion of agriculture over any

. large diftri& of a countr ) mn(t be looked for, and can
£ b

only
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only come from the letting of farms to tenants; tha
clafs of peopie, who, accuftomed to all the care, induftry,
and labour requirei in hufbandry, will be able to produce
more frem their felds, and make more of what is produe
¢cd, than aay landlord can do.

It has been faid, and ofteg repeated and believed, that
the letting farms of large extent to tenants, as well as
the retention of them in the hands of the proprietors,
was a great and public grievance, and the caufe of the
depopulation of many of the cld villages in Ecotland. But
that, furcly, cannet be called a grievance, which, in its
aim and iffae, was produftive of the greateft public
good. The queftion was, How the outfield lands
were to be Grought to a ftate of culture? Thefe lands
that lay without the reach of dung, acd to which
none could be afforded, and that for fucceflive ge-
nerations, had yielded only fuch miferable crops, as

were not worth the labour, Without a migration of -

tenants to them, or the proprietors becoming the farm.
ers, there was not a poflibility of their being meliorated,
But what tenants could, or would go forth to an ene
terprife new, and juftly accounted hazardous to tiem?
Noae, certaiuly, but thofe who had fome more ftock,
and either fuperior (kill or more boldnefs, than others,
Even to fuch, the removal from the knowa iufield cul-
ture to the bare outfield, would appear a fort of exile,
snd a rikking of their fubftance. They had, therefore,
many allowances made to them by the landlords ;e
leafes as long as they defiredy and when the manure
of marl and lime was intsoduced, ether advantageous
conceffions that have bees mentiored. Yet, upon the
divifion of the barony lands, there were only three of
fuch farms fet off by the late Mr. Hall. In confequence
of 32 or 3 of the tenants in the village removing to thefe

farms
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_farms, and the lands they left being caft into allotments,
xot-agreeable, or not accommodated, to fome of the re=
maining hufbandmen, 4 or § of them are reported to
have quitted their places; a diminution of the village
people fo inconfiderable, as hardly deferves to be men-
tioned ; efpecially when it is confidered, that their room
would be fupplied either by other tenants, or the ac-
count of their families equalled by the addition made to
the numbers of Mr. Hall’s day-labourers, called groas
-men ; of whichaconfiderable number was retained through-
out the year, for the purpofes of ditching, hedging, and
fence-building, and other works carried on in the exten-
five plantations of Whitehall. The 2 other heritors,
who farmed their own eftates, found it neceflary, for
fimilar reafions, to keep their people about them; fo
that,. for a courfe of years, the village continued to have
neasly the fame number of houfes and inhabitants. Nor
were thefe diminifhed by the prefent proprietor ; who,
engaging in operations of hufbandry, extended over al-
moft the whole of his lands, required fo many plough-,.,
men, or hinds, and work people of feveral forts, that
they and their families were not reckoned, at a grofs
compenfation, to be fewer than go or a 1co, kept up
during a currency of 10 or 12 years. This circumftance
merits fpecial attention, when we come now to give an
account-of the population of Chirnfide, increafed much
beyond what could be expeéted from any particular ad-
vantage in its local fituation (excepting its falubrity, and
its free ftone quarries), and furpafling that of any other

fuch village in the fhire .,
The

¢ Advanced caltivation of the ficlds brings along with it an angmented

Popnlauon to every viliage, or townfhip, in adjacency to it, unlefs there
be,
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The ftatement now to be given of the prefent popu~
lation of the village and parifh of Chirnfide, will fuffi.
ciently verify what has been afferted of the unquettion-
able effe& of the land culture, to advance it in a fignal -
degree, in any other fuch country place, which has the
advantage of a natural good foil, and where the land.
lords are not referved in granting feus, or many years
leafes of grounds for houfes; althtugh that village were
but indifferently favoured, by the fituation, for the intro-
du@ion of any very confiderable manufa@ure. This

confideration deferves more regard than what now ap-

. : pears

be, what obtained too long in many places of Scotland, an averfion on the
gart of the heritors, to grant grounds for houfes and arcas neceffary to
them, cither in the mode of r&u tenures, or of long leafes, reckoned equis
valent to them. The objections to thefe tenures, as cither difadvantsge-
ous, or inconvenient alicnations of their property, were not foon overcome
among the landlords in genceral. - But offers and folicitations for them be-
coming more frequent, it appears; that, in the year 1767, 9 of them had
been admitted by Mr. Hall, and his predeceffor, in the form of long leafes;
yet it was oot till the year 177¢, that a progreflive additien, both to the
rented houfes of the village, and thofe in leafes, was gradually catried oa,
to the 1790, which may be reckoned that of the prefent eftablifhment of
the village as to the number, and condition of its houfes ; although, in the
two following years, fome new ones were buile. In this manner, while
the principal heritor added to his houfes in property, a certain number ac
intervals of time, and granted fuch leafes of grounds, as have been men-
twned, to purchafers, a new town may be faid to have been built between
the two, in the courfe of 21 or 22 years; the former being reckoned to
have ere@ed 20 houfes, and the latter 26.  Thofe of the proprictors build-
ing are, feveral of them, accommodated to the reception of 3 or 3 families,
and 7 or 2 capable of containing as many more ; fo that there cannot be now,
as formerly, any computation made of the number of familics from that
of the houfes. All the new ones arc neatly conftru@ed of free ftone, fome
of them having 2, and others 3 ftorics; 31, or morc of them, are covered
with red tiles, and § with blue flates; and a few, for which other heri-

tors have afforded ground, have the lately approved covering of the corded
thatch, - -

.
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pears to be paid to it; when our fpeculations of ad-
vancement in opulence and population are turned, al-
moft wholly, upon the multiplication and encourage-
ment of cotton-mills, and other fuch manufa@ures, as
correfpond not only to the domeftic ufe and confumption
of tkeir articles, but fuppofe the greateft imaginable
foreign demand for them, the bencfit of which cannot
be long affured to any particular nation, from the rival-
fhip of it'in other cougtries, the change of fathion in
clothes and drefs, and the variable, and often unaccount-
able flu&uation of commerce from one feat of it to an-
other. The only commodities that have a never-failing
confumption, and a perpetual requifition for them, are
the firft gifts of Providence to man, the fruits of the
earth, improved and extended by his labour, and the
cattle multiplied over a thoufand hills. In the poffeflion
of thefe, the natural ftrength of any nation is placed,
and the riches derived from them arc fure. The Bri-
tith ifles, peculiarly fuited to the attainment of this in-
ternal and permanent opulence, require only to join to
it, and their home manufaftures, the fitheries of their
feas, to have 2 population unimpaired by long unhealth.
ful foreign voyages, and unconfumed by the difperfion
of their inhabitants, in colonies, over every climate of
the earth, which, not thriving, are the burials of them;
and when profpering, either draw more benefit than they
gi‘ve to the parent countries, or throw altogether off their
connexion with them. But if, in the world of Europe,
as it has gone for fome centuries, and may proceed,
there be fome political neceffity, that fuch commercial
and colonial enterprifes fhould be promoted, yet, fure-
ly, the ardour for them, whether it arifes from a fup-
pofed augmentation of public credit, and branches of

revenue,
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fevemie, or party gains, ought not to be pufhed fo far
as to be. injurious to the internal welfare of the people
at large. It will be endangered, and foffer feveral ways,
if a proper balance between agriculture and commerce
bé not attended to, and; as much as poflible, maintained.
If; for the fake of working up a multiplicity of ma-
terials for the purpofes of the latter, the bulk of
our common people be drawn into the cities and ma-
nufa&uring towns, fo that the eountry villages; whence
muft come food and provifions for the whale com-
munity, are left with a fearcity of labourers in hufe
bandry, the farmers muft then either pay fuch ex-
travagant wages as the defeftive number of them will
infift upon, and confequently raife the prices of their
corn and cattle, or elfe be induced to diminith the land
cultuse, and look for their profit to their live ftock,
which can be managed with the feweft hands. In years
unfavourable to the growth of corn, this abatement of
its fowing will be fenfibly feit. A loud cry, for its
dearth, foon comes from the manufa&uring towns. The
journeymen threaten to leave their work, or to have
higher wages. Perhaps, too, a manufa@ure unfuccefs-
ful, or not anfwering the expefations of its mafters,
breaks up. The difbanded workmen crowd into cities,
already in tumult, and increafe the unhappy commo-
tions.

But, here, dropping this difagreeable part of the fub-
je&, we only fubjoin, that every landlord, who, by his
encouragement of agriculture, and affording room for
the cftablithment of houfes, cherithes the village in-
duftry and population, is worthy of much praife. He
promotes that labour abfolutely neceffary to the life of
man, and which, while it multiplies the fpecies, tends

Vou. XIV. D to
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to preferve them, in a flate the leaft liable to be cors-
rupted ; and proves a counter check to the employment-
of the great body of the commeon people in thofe arts;
which the prevalence of luxury, and the unbounded ex-
senfion of foreign commerce require, but that are not
carried on in any nation, without the morality of the
lower claffes being vitiated to fuch a degree, as may
foon become deftrutive of its welfare.

Population.—According to Dr. Webfter’s report, the
‘sumber of fouls in 1755, was 383 *. The ftate of the
population in the year 1791, is exhibited in the fole
lowing table.

Souls in the village, - 6o9 | 16 ditto, . 3 - 48
= in the country, - 352 | 3 ditto, - 2 - 4
— | 9 ditty; - T - 9

Total, - - 961 | Mafons, - - 15

== { Carpenters, - 12

Families in the village, . x50 | Spinning-wheel wnghtx, 2
in the country, 64 | Coopers, - - 4

Males, - - 485 | Thatchers, - - - 7
Pemales, - - - 476 | Weavers, - - - 12
Below 10, - - 260 | Dyer, - - - x
Between 10 and 20, - 175 | Tailors, - - 10
20 and 30, - 141 | Shoemakers, - - 10

30 and 40, - 115 | Smiths, - - - t

40 and 50, - 103 | Gardeners, - - - 7

50 and 6o, - 73 | Corn-merchant, - - x

6o and 70, - 63 | Shop-keepers, - - [

70 and 8o, - 27 | Brewer, &c. - - - x

80 and 9o, - *4 | Publicans, - - - s

s families, of 8 - 40 | Butcher, x
10 ditto, - 7 « 90/ Carrie1s, between Bcﬁnck Chirn-

4 ditto, - 6 - 24| fide and Edmburgh owce a-
94 ditto, - s - 470 week, z
74 families, of 4 - 296

Sheep,

£ # From a caleulation. made by Dr. Anderfon, be computes the popula-
tion of the village of Chirnfide, and of the country patt of the parifh, to
Have been 595 at or about the year 1740; and thinks Dr. Webfter’s.
séport tefpe@s examinable perfons only.
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Sbzep, Black Cattle, &c.—It is almoft unneceflary to
ftate the number of fheep, black cattle and hoifes, either
dn ‘the barony, or whole parith of Chirnfide, compa~
ratively, with what it was 30 or 40 years ago; for
it is not in the fuperior number, but in the better
breed and condition of thofe animals, that the great dif-
ference appears. It is fuch, indeed, in both thefe refpeds,
throughout the parith, as to be in proportion to.the pre-
fent general melioratéd ftate of the land, compared with
its former fterility. Befides the improvement of the breed
of the fheep. by commixture with the larger kinds of
‘Cheviot, and the North Riding of Yorkthire, which the
gentlemen farmers, and the tenants of the richeft lands
have procured, even the original Lammermuir fort has
grown much in fize, and in the value of their fleeces, by
their better pafture. Of the firft, none are fold lower
than 30s., and the fecond give a guinea, and above it.
Neither of them are expofed, as formerly, to be ftarv-
ed, for want of fodder in the winter ftorms; but both
have, befides fome quantity of hay, the more ample pro-
vifion of the fieldstugpips made for them. Of the two,
fo bred and nourithed, we can reckon in the barony a-
bout 8o fcore; while the flocks in the extenfive farms of
the two Idingtons and of Blackburn, may be computed
at near a half of that number. The black cattle in the
barony, including in it, as before, the farms of Nine-
wells, are not fewer than 14 fcore. The oxen are either
of the Fife breed, or thafe got at the tryfts of Falkirk
and Crieff. Some of them, when put into good condi-
tion, are fold, at the Dunfe and Berwick fairs, to Eng-
dith drovers ; others are difpofed of at home, either for

working cattle, or for the butcher.. The ftall and tur-
o D2 ' nip-
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nip-fod are, fome of them, of the large Englith breed.
The cows are of various kinds ; but moftly (excepting
« few Highlanders) of the Dutch or large fize. The
number of horfes taken up, in the 1793, s liable to the
ftatute labour, and comprehending in it 16 mares with
foals, amounts to 173; and to it, notwithftanding the
prefent enormous price of horfes, we may, at a gnds,
add 1§ or 20 more for the faddle.

Upon the whole of the agncultnnl improvements,
and the population of the parifh, it is to be remarked,
not only that the latter is founded upon, and grows
from the former; whether in any country village ot
townthip, or in the other parechial diftri@s, but that
the increafe of the population of both will be more er
Lefs, accordmg as the improved land about the village is
cither readily let in fmall portions, feued, or in leafes of
many years, by the proprietqrs, or with referve, or a
reftriGtion to yearly tenants. Wherever the artificers
and tradefmen thrive, they will naturally defire to make
purchafes upon the moft liberal footing ; and they will
prefer having them, and give the moft for them in the
places of their habltatlon, and where they have already
acquired boufes and yards. They, by this means, are
fixed upon the fpot, and their pofterity will not migrate
from it. In the admiffion of yearly tenants of acres, or
portions of them, a prefercnce is always due to the
married, before the unmarried. The former, indeed,
are moftly thofe who require to be accommodated with
pieces of land ; and it deferves pamcular notlce, how
much the meliorated ftate of it enables the meaneft of
them, who are induftrious, to fubfift their families. Out:
of an scre, dthough rented at 305, 8 day-labourer,

without
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without any other expenfe but that of the ploughing,
and withont abftralting above 2 or 3 days of his earn-
ings throughout the year, can raife, in crops of corm,
potatoes, turnips or clover, what is, at leaft, of sl va-
Jue to him, and what he could nqt obtain with that me-
ney. The maintenance of his cow, through the winter,
that moft neceffary article attained by him, is done equd
to 2gs. or 3cs. of that fum. All the other labour his
little field req\ures, is performed by him, and bis w:.fq
or family, at fpare hours. The difference between him
and the artificer is, that he does no daily work at hotne,
and yet is confined, within & certain diftance, for his
employment ; and therefore he engages himfelf, at g
low daily wage, for the whole year, unlefs he can de-
pend upon having jobbs of weekly work in continuy
ance. Excepting the {miths and weavers, the other ar-
tificers and trades people can eafily change their abodes,
where they have not made purchafes of houfes ; as they
have, fo generally, done in Chirnfide, from the encou-
yagement given them, joined to the facility and cheap-
nefs of the quarries *. ‘ ‘

’ o Antiguities.

# If to this fixed populstion of the village be added, that of dividing
the large farms into fmaller ones, with leafes only of a moderate extem
the population in the parochial diftriGts will emulate that of the village ;
and in the refpe@s that have been mentioned, its increafe will be prefer~
sble to it. 'That the proprictors fee this public advantage to be confiftent
with their particular intereft, appears by the fubdivifions already made i
fome of the greater farms of the parifh. Like all other matters that have
a natural courfe, this meafure cannet fail, gradually, to be followed; fo
that, as it was found neceflury, in the firft improvement of land, that ei-
ther the heritors themiclves fhould take large qnantities of it into theie
own hands for mckioration, or clfe let it extenfively, in leafes of many

. yeurs
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Antiguities.—When monuments of antiquity are look«
ed for and found, in any part of our ifland, they are
either Britith and Druidical, or Roman, or Danith and
Anglo-Saxen, or Norman, or thofe introduced in the
feudal times-; and, perhaps, fome peculiar $o the -bor-
ders of ‘Scotland and England. Of the 1ft, there are,
apparently, none in this parith. The fame might have
been faid of the 2d clafs, had not the accidental .difco-
wery, made about 6 or 4 years ago, of 2 fmall urns or
wafes, of the fepulchral form, generally acknowledged
£o be Roman, led to a different opinion. In digging in-
2o a bank of gravel, rarely found in this country, but
@ ridge of which rifes upon the fouth edge of Billy.
mire, the picks of the workmen ftruck upon 2 cavities,
about 18 inches below the furface of the ground ; from
<each of which fell one of thefe urns, together with the
Jragments of human fkeletons, fkulls and bones. Both

the urns were taken up entire, and remain fo in the
;)oﬂ'eﬂion of Mr. Hall of Whitehall *,
That

"

gears to capable tepants, fo, in order to make tho moft of improved
ground, and to advance its cultivated ftate, it becomes equally requifite te
«ontra the extent of the farms, and by.the admiffion of more tenantsup-
on fhortened, but reafonable dcafes, to promote a more fpecial and effeo-
tual melioration of the lands, in proportion to the greater number of
Jeople colleGted upon them; and who, as knowledge, in the various
branches of agriculture increafes, will always find fufficient employment,
and prove, that wherever the mot abundant food and provifion for man
and the ferviceable animals is produced, there the moft, or very remarkable
Jncreafe of the numbers of the people, will certainly take place.

* They are compofed of common red clay, about the height of a haman
Jpan, and have, on their outfide, fome downward ftrokes of coatfe mould-
dng. The cavities, from which they were diflodged, were about 6 fect in
Aength, and their breadth nearly equal to that of an ordinary grave, Their

Sdes
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"‘Thdt the ancient Caledonians did not confume with
fire, but fimply inter their dead, and that the monu-
ments of their graves were only the heaped clod, or the
grey flone ; whence fubfequently came the accumulated
cairns, in conformity to the traditional ordinance of the
Norwegian, or Danith god of war, Woden, has been
commonly admitted among antiquaries. But it is con-
tended by fome of them, that the South Britons had
adopted the cuftom of burning the bodies of their dead,
from their continental neighbours in Armorica (the in-
habitants of Bretagne) in ancient Gaul; who are faid
to have pradifed it, even before the Romans invaded
Britain: yet, although this be a very difputable point,
it is not doubted, that the ufage of the conquerors had
been partly followed, not only by the natives of the
fubjugated couantries in the S., but alfo by thofe who
dwelt between the 2 Roman walls ; fome of whom being
frequently in leagues,, and profefled amity with that ci.
vilized people, learned, as their hiftorians affirm, many
of their cuftoms and arts. Hence, it is alleged, that
{uch numbers of their fort of fepulchral urns have been
dug up, in places where the Romans are not known to

4 have

fides, rudkly conftru@ed of ftones, with mortar of lime, had a few unfhaped:
flags extended over them ; upon which the plough-fhare appeared to have
fometimes grazed. May we not, thercfore, juflly conclude, that at or
near the place where fuch fepulchral remains, as thofe defcribed, were
found, fome Roman troops, if not an army, had taken, not only their pal-
fage, but a temporary flation ; efpecially, as it would require fome fpace of
time for burning, in their manner, and colle&ing the bones of their dead,
or flain ; who, when of raok, were diftinguithed, by having fonic more
honoured part of their athes put into urns; and for the depofiting and pre~
fervation of which, the gravelly or dricft ground was always lcoked for,
and choftn.
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have ever carried their arms; fo that unlefs they be
found mear their colonial towns, or te their military
roads, or acknowledged veftiges of their encampments
and ftations, they are more likely to be the funer#l de-
pofits of the Britons than of the Romans *.

Having

® But, independent of the veftige of a Roman highway, which is nat
difcoverable in any part of the county, but very apparent in the neigh-
bouring, and more inland one of Tiviotdale, about Jedburgh or Caerton
Common, we have the beft authority, (that of ‘Tacitus, in his life of Agri-
<ola), to affest, that this famous commandcr of the Roman legions marched
in this tra& of the eaft coaft, when,after having invaded Scotland in one
campaign, he entered it again with more powerful forces. His land ar-
my, fays that hifterian, was condu&ed by him fo ncar the fea, as to keep
fight, as much ds poflible, of his fleet, that failed along the coatt. This could
not poffibly be done by him in this pafs of the country, te any advantage, if
be marched his army northward, at a greater diftance from the fea, than
that of Chirfde Hill. In a mile or two beyond it, the hills of Lammer-
muir arife, and are fo caft, as to allow only of fome peeps of the fca. Withe
in its diftance, almoft every eminenes fhows*it in more extended views
befides this paffage into Eaft Lothiin being fhorter, and lefs mountainous,
But, we fhall fuppofe, that he kept ftill clofer to the fea, which is moft
probable, and dire&ted his march on this fide of the Tweed, o near as the
towns of Ayton and Coldingham pow ftand, yet itis hardly to be thoughe,
that he would have no detached party of his troops, to cover the flank of
Ris army on that fide, when he was entering into a pafs of thé country,
uoavoidable and difficult. If fuch a neceffary detachment was made only
at 3 or 3 miles diffance, to oblerve the enemy, their route, a little weft-
ward from the main body, would cither bring them to Chirnfide Hill, or
wery near its border. Accordingly, in favour of this fuppofition, what do
we meet with, hardly {o far as the throw of a javelin from its fouth extre-
mity, but, on the other fide of Whittadder that bounds this parifh, and on
the ground of the Allanbank eftate—a place called Chefter-knows, a
pame of aufpicious import to the antiquary, when he inveftigates the
progreflion of the Roman arms in Britain. In that place, he might have
beheld (as the writer of this account did 30 years ago), the confpicuous re«
mains of an ancient, or very old military entrenchment. Mounds of
carth, in fignal elevation, and evidently artificial, appeared to the eye at a
confidersble
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Having Bere no remains of the Danifh, or Anglo«
Baxon antiquities, but thofe of the cairns above men
tioned, we come to obferve what appearances there are
of the feudal kind, efpecially as found in the eaft border
of the two kingdoms. In every batony fo fituated, and
of the nobler and more extenfive fiefs, there was gene-
rally, fir/; the baron’s caftle, placed either on the ad-
vantageous ground of a hill or precipice; or in the en-
virons of @ runiing water or {wamp. In fome advan-

Vor. XIV. E ced

confiderable diftance. On a nearer view, the ground occupied by them,
rifing towards Whittadder-bank, facing the north, and almoft perpendicu~
lar, difcovered it to be well chofen fer defence, on that ciuu:ter'; while a
double, or triple line of ramparts, fecured it upon its declivity, and where
it was accefible. They run-E, and W.; and in a fraight dire&ion,
There appeared to be veftiges 6f two other lines, althongh much funk, and
then partly invaded by the plongh, which ruri from the cxtremities of the
former towards the bank of the water. The whole entrgnchment forming
@ fquare, but here properly made oblong, on account of its ‘contiguity to
Whittadder, might have induced any antiquary to pronounce it, upon &
furvey, a Roman one. Tts ramparts ate now very much demolifhed, yet
tot quite overthrown, by the repeated attacks of the hufbandman. It is no
firetch of fancy, but very natural to fuppofe, that a detachment of troops,
moving from Chefter-ktiows north and eaftward, in order to rejoin their
main army, and having to pafs Belly-mire, int the dire@ and proper line
of their march, would be attacked by their enemies in the defiles to be
made, at that deep bog, and fuffer confiderably in the encounter; althongh
they might gain the vi®ory. This (upon the fuppofition made), appears
to have been the ¢afe with the Romans ; who, having repulfed their ene.
saies, with the lofs of fome of their captains, had time to find out the ridge
of gravel upon the bink of the mire, and there formally depofic their
tms.  Before the firft mentioned expedition of Juliue Agricola into Scot-
land, committed to him by Titus Vefpafian, about the 8oth year of the
Chriftian ®ra, this country was but very imperfectly koown to the Ro<
tans, and any intercoutfe with the nativey, cither in war or peace, hardly
began, until he led his army as far as the Frith of the Taus, or Tay, and
afterward exploring the coafts with hisflect, afcertained Britain, (vis. Eng-
land and Scotland), te be onie ifland.
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eed angle of the latter, or where the bridge or caufes
way over cither of them led to the caftle, there was
often a fort (fuch as that known at Dunfe, immediately
below the town, conne&ed with the caftle), called' the
Bar-nay, or Barnekin. Still more advanced, and, as
the rife- of the ground: favoured the pofition, ftood the
tower of watch, overlooking the country around it, but
facing the quarter of the enemy. It either ftood fingle,
and was of a' conftru@ion fit for fome defence, or being
built commodioufly clofe by, or in adherence to the
ftrong-houfe of fome of the vaffals, which therefore was
called, corruptly, the Peel, and properly, the Pile-houfe,
could be more eafily guarded from a furprife. In feve-
ral places, the church fteeples,. or bellfries, were fo fa-
bricated as:to ferve for the. fpeculatoria, or alarm tow-
ers. On this aceount, although tiey were otherwife
refpe@ed, they were frequently fet on fire by the fupe-
rior enemy. Of a ftruure no lefs firm, and often with
thicker and ftronger walls, but lower, was ereGted the
baftile, or prifon of the barony, or parochial diftri& ;
and, upon fome eminence not far from it; was fixed the
grim and terrific {pe@acle of the galfows, or gibbet.

In this parifh, there is a place called Old Caftles, hav-
ing Belly-mire clofe on the north fide, with much bro-
ken ground, and.fome difcoveries of the foundations of
buildings about it, which point it out as the fite of the
baron’s caftle in fome early days. But as to any parti~
culars relative to it, tradition is entirely filent *.

® Yet a probable reafon may be affigned for this. ‘The Earls of Dan.
bar, who joined to their title that of March, and were carly, and often ap-
«ms of the eaft border, had not their refidence here, but in Eaft

hough the barony of Chirnfide, moft probably appertained

.
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The laft mentioned veftige of feudal antiquity was
ghat of the baftiles. Thofe prifons, having a Norman
name, denote their introdu&ion, or their more frequent
ere&ion by the conqueror. They were more numerous
in the marches of the borders.than any where elfe, for
obvious reafons, and they were alfo made much ftronger.
Fully, and generally occupied, they could not fail to be,

Eao in

0 them, and came afterward to be acquired by the family of Home. Both
thefe lords had, befides it, various fortreffes of far.mote importance to them.
Between the two great proprictars, it is likely the baron’s caftle here had
been negle@ed, and allowed to fall to ruins. This is the more prefumable,
as its fituation, on the fouth fide of the bog, expofed it to be affaulted more
eafily by the Englith invaders. The ereing another fort, on the oppofite
fide of the mire, now called Ferny Caftle, appears to have been no way ne-
ceffary, unlefs it was to fupply the defe@ of the other. A tower, however,
reported to bave been built by an Earl of Dunbar, and conveniently fitu-
ated for obfervation, hard by the church.yard, kept its place : its demali-
tion was not fo long ago, nor fo entire, but that the fate beadle of Chirnfide,
and other old people, had feen itsruins, and its grooved ftones carried off,
by the mafons. Whether the Barl of Dunber and March, who, along
with Lord Douglas, met the’Englith warden of the marches, Lord Ne-
wville, a¢ Belly-mire, in the year 1586, for the purpofe of concluding a truce,
as mentioned in the border hiftory, may be reckoned to have been that
ear], who, according to tradition, built or repaired the tower of Chirnfide,
s uncerrain; bu: the fa& recorded -gives occifion to obferxe, why the
place of 3 bog was appointed for fuch a meeting. It is accounted for, by
confidering the violent and particular animofity, with which the partics, at
war in the borderr, were inflamed againft each other. Their conftant and
mutual defiances, and incurfions, kept up refentment; fo that when the
wardens were to meet for negotiating a truce, the infra@ions of it among
their armed trains, were always to be apprehended. To prevent their
coming to blows or fcuffies, they were kept at fome diftance trom each o-
ther, by a flough, or interfe&ion of the ground, chofen for their meeting,
until, at Jeaft, all the preliminaries were fettled between the wardens.
Hence, Hauden. ftank, and the Boundcn-road, are often mentioned as the
places of their conventions, for treatics ; and yet, even thofc precavtiona
¢id nat always prevail for their peaceable termination.
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in the parts of the 2 kingdoms, liable to reciprocal and
continual ravages. Towards their being tenanted, not
only the prifoners of war, who were kept for mutual
exchange, or until they gave pledges for their ranfom,
but the many marauders and banditti, in time of peace,
when taken, alfo much contributed. Although hang-
ing was the common and ordaincd fate of the latter,
there were parties of them proteéted by fome chiefs of
the hords in the recefles of Cheviot Hills, whom it was
found proper to fpare, from the dread of the moft at-
trocious and bloody revenge of their deaths. On ac-
count of thefe circumftances, the baﬂlles on the eaft
border of Scotland and efpecially thofe in the Merfe,
yere built in the firongeft manner, and fo placed, as to
fecure them from any open affault, or concealed furprife,
by an enemy fo near at hand, and ready to attempt the
refcue of the prifoners. Of all the grounds in the pa-
rith, that now called the Buftel-dikes, where ﬂmpcd
ftones, and fuch as are ufed for cornices and lintels of
doors, have been often turned up by the plough, is na-
turally the moft fenced and inacceffible. It runs out in
the weft end, like a promontory, upon the broad ﬁream
of Whittadder, which there makes a turn upon its north
banks, that are, at leaft, 1 so feet high, and have little
more declivity than an upright wall. Much broken
Tand, interfefted with nvulcts, fecures it on the north
‘ﬁde ; and it is only open on the eaft, where there is,
firt, a ﬂopmg defcent, and then a fteep path-way down
to Idington Mill upon the water. The caftle, or ﬂ:rong
of that village and barony, was alfo a clofe guard
This defcription of our old parochial baflile, leads
:mark, which, T know not whether it has been
efore, that thefe edifices not only ferved the pur-

pofes
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pofes of prifons, but that, taken together with the cafa
tles or tower-houfes of the chieftains, near which they
slways flood, they conftituted achain of fortreﬂ'es, rune
ning, partly on Whittadder and on Blackadder banks,

from almoft the one end of the county to the other.
Thus, we can reckon a line of them, at thort diftances,
in this neighbourhood, viz. Kello-baftel, in Edrom pa-
rith; the Bafteldikes-here; Foulden-baftel ; and the
Baftel-riggs, in Ayton parifh ; befides others weftward’
of Kello, the names of which I do not now exaltly re-
colle&t *.

« Mifcellancons Obfervations.—Chirnfide, as a barony,
had, and ftill holds the privilege of an annual fair, at a
late feafon of the year, but accommodated to the de-
mand for its old ftaple commodity ; which was that of
facking, or bags for corn. It draws together a good

many

% To conclude the antiquities, there are only two names of places in the
parith, befides Chirnfide, which require etymology, or explication. The
firfk is that of Pepperlaw, a fteading, or place of farm-houfes, fituated on
an eminence, making part of the bank of Belly-mire. The name, although
odd, is intelligible, when written, or pronounced, as it ought to be. The
Pdpperlaw, which denotes the hill upon the fide of a muddy rivulet, fach
as iffues from a bog, or mire; the word Pepper, being German, or Saxon,
figoifics black pepper; and therefore, is applied to a fiream of a black co.
!our. It has indeed, its ioterpretation, in the name of Blackburn, given
to the village, on the eaft fide of the mire, near which runs a brook of the
fame fource, and complexion. An cafy fwamp, is, in fome places, called the
Pepper , aod there is one well known by that name near Newbeath, in
Eaft Lothian. The other name wanting derivation, is Idington, about
which I can only offer a flight conje@ure, not having had opportunity of
fecing its orthography in any old papers; which, yet, I fufpe@ may be
Eddington, denoting a place where there are eddies, or deepening of the
fhallow water into pools; a circumftance that is apparent md remarkable,
‘tlong the eotry to it from the W. to the N.
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‘many people ; but few to purchafe its former merchan~
dife, which is found in too fmall and trifling quantities
to be an obje& to the farmers, and much lefs to the
corn-merchants ; the former now buying their corn.'
facks by dozens; and the latter, by feveral hundreds to
gether, from the large fales of them opened in Berwick,
Dunfe, and other places; which are fupplied from the
manufadures of Dunbar and Haddington, and alfo frum
London. It would appear, from the little attention paid
here, and all over'this country, to the growth of hemp,
that there is naturally more folicitude about the filling,
than the fabricating corn-facks ; yet this is not a fuffi-
cient reafon for having no manufa@ure of them at all.
Cur old band of 12 weavers, however, is exa&ly kept
up; if we add to the 10 prefent mafters, a apprentices
belanging to fome of them. Their looms, indeed, are
sot pear fo much employed in the fabric of woollen
cloth as formerly, when the wealthieft farmers, as well
as the common people, were generally clothed from the
webs made of the yarn {pun by their wives and female
fervants. In the decline of this thrift, many years ago,
the manufa@ure of lnens, coarfe and fine, in various
degrees, has chiefly occupied the trade; and 1 or 3 of
them wove linen equal to the beft Holland. They ftill
have reputation in this branch, to which that of the
lint-{pinners, in the village, alfo contributes. Several
of them are both expert and diligent, and, ufing the 3
hand-wheel, will often accomplifh 2 flips of more than
middling yarn in a day, The fale for it is ready, if no¢
to the weavers at home, to the agents for the faltories
at Edinburgh, appointed at Dunfe and other places.
For 4 flips, or a fpindle, they get 14d. or 15d. When
the fpinning, which lafls them through the winter and
the
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the {pring, is over, and a fufpenfe of employment en-
fues, there is always a call for fuch of them as are not
engaged for fummer-fervice, to affift in the planting of .
potatoes, and performing the work of hoeing them, and
the repeated weedings of the turnip fields.

To what has been faid of the improved knowledge of
the farmers in all the operations of the plough, we have
to add, the advantage and convenience they find in the
number of hinds, or bred ploughmen, expert and able
to perform any agricultural work required of them,
who appear, in the hiring market-days, at Dunfe and
Berwick. Even when a half-year fervaat is only want-
ed for carting, and other common work upon a farm,
there are few lads here at the age of 18 or 20, ufed to
country fervice, who cannot occafionally fupply the
piace of a hind; and, in lighter land, at leaft, manage
the plough with propriety and neatnefs. It is owing to
this early ufefulnefs of the young men bsed in the coun-
try to the farmers, that their wages,. feveral years paft,
were much raifed, and generally complained of, efpe-
cially by thofe who could not employ them with equal
advantage. When, at firft, the farmers were averfe to
grant their demands, the fpirited and ftouteft betook
themfelves. to Northumberland, where the tenants, pof-
feffing long leafes, and having coal and lime at hand,
were able to afford the greateft encouragement to la-
bourers of every kind. It muft be acknowledged,. that
many of them learned there to do their work more
completely ; and fuch of them as returned here, defer-
ved the wages they atked. It is near 30 years fince no
good labouring fervant could be got for lefs than 6. or
above it, and now they are not hired below 8L or gl. ;
which is juft about the triple of their wages 4o years

ago,
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ago, and wanting but a fourth of the improved value of
the land, proves, that, in a free country, fuch as Bri-:
tain; the labouring people can never fuffer long by fmall
wages, unlefs induftry generilly ceafes; or is relaxed §
and that they willalways, as they are well entitled, havé
their hire advanced, in proportion to exettibns made in
the ever-profitable labours of the fields.

It is not to be forefeen; or eafily imagined, what accef<
fions a country village may receive, in confequence of the
grants of long leafes, or feus; to purchafers. Befides thrice
the number of mafons aud finiths, four times that of
wrigﬁts and fhoemakers, and more than double that of
tailors, without reckoning their apprentices; ftated in the
preceding table, together with their maiters, We have of
4 gardeners, 2 that keep nurfery grounds; and among
the merchants,  that is a dealer in corn; for himfelf;
and alfo an agent, refident : and what there was yet lefs
reafon to expe&, in the number of publicans, i who has
fucceeded fo well in that occupation, as to have erefted;
at a very confiderable expenfe, large buildings, for 2
brewery and malting, joined with a bakery: ‘This en-
couragement, in the vending great quantities of ale and
wheat bread through the country, appears to be the re<

, eompenfe due to his undertaking and induftry. Here
we cannot help again recolledting, what was the cafe in
the old village, where every fixpence worth of wheat
bread was brought from Dunfe or Berwick; when a
houfe for a baker, and a feller of ale, built by the late Mr.
Hall, was foon deferted by the tenants, and allowed to fall
down, and the prefbytery’s entertainment could only be
found at the bellman’s habitation. Yet, in thofe days;
the peoplz were not ina&tive in fuch branches of trade, as

2
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were then known, or accounted, in the leaft degree, pro-
fitable *.

Religion and Morals of the People.—The people, in ge-
neral, are in religion fincere, and as little addifted to fu-
perftition, or enthufiafm, as in any country parith. Even
fo far as the nominsl religious divifions obtain among
them, they operate not to rancour, or any obfervable de-
pravation of the Chriflian temper and fpirit. Although
Antiburghers and Burghers, to a certain number, have
been known among them, almoft even fince the origin of
Seceffion, and a Cameronian meeting-houfe has been late-
ly ereGed in the middle of the village, the bulk of the
people continue attached to the Eftablithed Church. The
individuals of families, that follow thefe feftaries, are con-
fiderable in number; but whole families of them are very
few. Amongthe former, efpecially of the Burgher, or of the
Relief claffes, there are feveral who frequcnt thofe congre-

Vor. XI1V. F gations,

# Of this, the eggman of the village afforded a remarkable example.
Not contented with being, what fome of his fraterfiity were, in other
places, the firft merchant in fmall wares, he formed the fcheme of carry-
ing op his particular trade in a fuperior manner. Well known in the coun-
4ry, and having credit at Berwick and Dunfe, he took from Mr. Hall 2 or
3 acres of land.  He purchafed 2 of the ftouteft horfes he could find ; and
taking his travels 20 miles up the country into Lauderdale and Gala
‘Water, and payitg for his eggs 4s he weant along, he engaged fuch 2 num-
ber of cuftomers in the line of his march, as {urnifhed a complete load of
them o his four large creels.  Piled up nicely, they generally amounted
ftom 1600 to 1800, and frequently exceeded:that number. His market
wasg Berwick, where the ftaple commodity for cxport to London, being

+ egges and falmon, his payment was fure and ready, for anarticle reckoned
to make the anoual return of ahove 60001. to the merchants ; while that
of the other was eftimated at 80001, er 9oool. To the benefit of this
place, and that of his many cuftomers, who kept by him, he prefided in
the trade for mosc than 20 years, and got to himfclf confiderable gain,
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gations, as hearers, but choofe not, or are rot admitted to
communicate facramentally with them. Hence the fre-
quent applications made here, and in other parifhes, for
baptifm, and admittance to the communioa table, by a
good many, who feldom appear in the churches, but upon
thefe occafions. With whom are thofe people to be num-
bered ? Are they tobe reckoned of our church, or among
the diilenters 2 Thefe queftions are material, when we ef-
timate the increafe or decreafe of the one, or the other.
The children baptized in the church, although, for the
reafon given, not entered into the regifter, to within a
fourth of their number, are not only no fewer than they
were in any former period, but not much fhort of being,
in proportion to the augmentation of the parifhioners.
We have conftantly had, for above 3o years, from 8
tables of communicants to g, or a few more ; each ferviee
comprehending 3§ or 40. The tables of this year were
filled up to 8, and a few over: We may therefore reckon,
that we ftand nearly at an equal balance, and in the beft
token of adherence, which is that of facramental commu-
nion, that the fcale is rather more in favour of the church,
than of the diffenters.

In the difcharge of Chriftian duties, and in the
morality of their lives and aftions, the common
people, comparatively with others, are laudable. The
virtues of honefty and charity are in efleem and prac-
tice among them. The fympathy which they exprefs,
and the meaneft of them teftify, by affording all the
help in their power to their neighbours in diftrefs,
is very remarkable. In all their occupations and trades
that have been mentioned, they are induftrious, and -
many of them thriving. None of them complain of
poverty, till they are really in want. The frugality of

the
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the married women, who have children (and moft of
them have many), and their care and conftant employ-
ment, under the burden of them, are fuch as to require
orly fobriety and induftry, on the part of the men, to
bring up their families in a creditable way. When thefe
virtues are wanting, or fail in the hufbands, and the at-
tralion of the ale and dram-houfes prevails with them,
their mates, unable to do more than their accuftomed
labour, become deprefled ; and the more fo, becaufe the
vifible want or diforder in the houfe is generally, and
often moft unjuftly, imputed to them ; to which fentence
many of their own fex too readily affent. From fenfi-
bility and dread of this reproach, their fpirits fubfide.
Languor of body and mind feize them. Various af-
fe&tions unhinge their frame. They behold their chil-
dren around them, in want of bread, which they cannot
fupply. Their eyes are fet dead with the fight. They
agenize, until they can fee no more. Their offspring
cry to a helplefs father ; they embrace his knees, when
it is a chance, if he is in = condition to take ane of
them into his arms. Irreclaimable jn his vicious ha-
bit, if he lives with them a year or two, they are half
ftarved, and fome of them 'are fure to drop; and if he
die, which may be better for them, they fall to be main-
tained upon the parith charity.—So woful are the effe@s
which the intemperate ufe of fpiritous liquors may be
obferved to produce in all parifhes !

The falubrious air, from the elevation of Chirnfide
Hill, joined with the dry and comfortable houfes of the
inhabitants, exempts them from the epidemical difeafes
of agues, or intermitting fevers, that formerly prevail-
ed. Of the putrid kind, there are few. The moft com-
mon complaint is of rheumati{fm, or pains in the joints

Fa and
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and limbs. In the fawing of wood, and the working of
quarry ftones, the men generally ftrip themfelves to z
thinner fhirt or waiftcoat than was ufed in the days of
their fathers ; and, from the changeability of a day, in
the months of winter and [pring, expofc themfelves to
catch rheumatic obftruétions. But the difeafe with
many, is the incurable one, of approaching old age.
There were feveral inftances, in the laft generation, of
longevity, to the extent of 85 and go years, and 1 or 2
to mear 100. The apparent *health and meafure of
ftrength, which fome above 70 now poflefs, promife
their arriving at a remarkable length of years. Fatal
here, was the vifitation of tbe fmall pox in the end of
the year 1791, and through the winter months and
fpring of the year 1792 ; when, by a contagion in the
natural way, between 30 and 40 children were carried
off. The prefervative means of inoculation might have _
been, at no expenfe, obtained; but, from the prejudices
of a fuperttitious kind, ftill remaining with fome female
parents, there was no application made for the remedy,
until it could not be fafely ufed. The fubfcriptions
now entered into at Dunfe, and confiderahly advanced,
for a difpenfary of medicines and phyfical advice, gratis,
to the poor, propofed to have extenfion over a large
diftri& of the country, may, along with other phyfical
benefits, praduce that of preventing like calamities by
the fmall pox ; when the mgans of prefervation will be
fo- cafily obtained, and the falutary pralice of inocu-
lation being extended, will afford convi@ion of its hap-
py effefts to the moft fcrupulous parents.

_ Curigfities.—In the fmall number of them in this pa..
zilh, 1t has happened, that about 2 or 3 weeks ago, mere
accident
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wecident brought a curious flone into view. It had
dropped from the top of a quarry, worked immediately
under the defcribed Chefter-knows. Captain Home’s'
attention to it, was occafioned by the mafon’s bruth be-
ing ftuck into it, and the fingularity of its having a hole,
and its heavy weight, induced him to have it brought
home. It is moftly of an orbicular form ; and although
of a fubftance as hard as marble, it is perforated exa&ly
in the middle ; it is convex on 2ll fides but one, which is
flat ; while its other furface is not only rough, but fret-
ted, as if it had been artificially raifed into fmall notches.
Its weight, yet untried, may be between 2 and 3 ftone. -
Upon confidering thefe particulars, it was fuggefted, that
being evidently worked upon, and fitted to fome purpofe
of art and utility, it might be the upper part of a mole~
trina or hand-mill, for corn, fuch as was ufed by the Ro-
mans in their campaigns. That it correfponded to this
conjelture, is evinced from the aptitude of the perfora-
tion, to admit an iron axis or fpindle, of near an inch
thick, which, terminating in the focket of an under ftone,
excavated for holding corn, and wide enough to receive
into it this upper part; and being moveable by a handle
fixed to its top, could make the found ftone a& as a grind-
er of the grain, with all its power of attra&ion. Since
pafling this judgment upon the ftone, Captain Home has
been informed, by the tenant of the ground, where the
Chefter-knows are, that, in the courfe of his agricul-
ture, he had met there with a large hollowed round
flone, which, being funk 3 or 4 feet deep into the earth,
was allowed to remain in its place. Whether this ftone up-
on its being infpeéted, or dug up, may be the wanted tal~
1y to that in Mr. Home’s poffeflion, we know not ; but if
the latter be itfelf judged, by the intelligent in fuch anti-

s  quities,
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quities, to be the grinder of a Roman flone-mill, the
trenches upon the Chefter-knows can hardly be doubted
to be the remains of an encampment, or temporary fta.
tion of Roman troops ; and from this being afcertained,
a probability arifes of their having marched through
this part of the country, in the lines, and with the mi-
litary condu& above fuppofed *.

Church,

® There are three fprings or wells of water, which have curiofity ; one
of them upon the S. extremity of the Eaft Maius eftate, has its copious if-
fue in a bed of marl. Its-tafte, and the ochre colour of its flime, prove it
to be 2 pretty ftrong chalybeate, or mineral water ; but being impregna-
ted with marly particles, it is glutinous upon the palate, and therefore
not fo light upon the ftomach. It has been formerly, and is fill re-
forted to, by fome of the common people, affe@ed with fcorbutic
eruptions; but with what benefit is not, to my knowledge, well af-
certained. Some old book is faid to report its medicinal virtues and
vogue. The other two fprings that rife in the place called Spence’s
Mains, a little weft of the church-yard, deferve notice, .not from
any fingular quality in either, but from the one being foft water, and the
other hard, when their diftance from each other is not above 6 or 7 fteps.
—The old plane tree at Ninewells, which, in the grove a little E. of the
houfe, rears its fraight ftem, and lofty top, is an object that attraés the
eye, to fuch a production in the vegetable fyftem. It meafures, by the
girth, 17 feet of folid wood, below the boughs; which, although gencral-
ly ftrong, and fpreading, have at their top a fading, which marks their
fuffering by the endurance of the blafts of many winters, which cannot
be reckoned fewer than 150, in revolution: For the oldeft people of the
laft generation, when afked about its appearance, in their memory, faid,
that they never remembered it but in full growth, and with fome marks
of its being at the age of declining.——A fpecies of the gypfum, if not
the beft kind, but of which fome plafter has been made for ceilings of
rooms, little inferior to that of Pans, or very good ftucco, thows itfelf
on the fide of Whittadder banks, oppofite to this, where yet thete is the
fame appearance of that fubftance. Its quantities, fuch as it is, here,
and in the neighbourhood, are vaft; and if tried in powder, to ferti-
lize land, to the degree alleged of the gypfum, large fupplies of it can
be furnifhed,




of Chirnfide. | 47

Church, Manfe, Stipend, School, Poor, &c.—That the
church here may be 2 or 3 centuries old, appears from
the architrave, or coarfe fluting of its principal door,
and alfo from a ftone, of about a foot fquare, taken
down at the rebuilding of the eaft aile, or old choir,
having a few rude and faded charaéters upon it, which,
juft legible, are thefe: Help the pvr (poor); and the
figures 1573, jained with them. That the church might
be older than this fignature upon the choir aile, is not
improbable, from the appearance its walls have of be-
ing much pieced up in the inward fide. Its vaulted
roof has been, many years fince, taken down, and con-
verted into the prefent one of cupples, and blue flate,
with ferking of deals. It was, probably, among the
firft in this country fo covered ; the advantage of which,
in point of intereft as well as propriety, when compared
with the continual repairs of the thatched roofs, was
long and late of being apprehended or admitted by many
beritors. It is now in ordinary and tolerable condition,
but has not yet received fuch decent reparations within,
as are exemplified in feveral neighbouring churches *.

The

@ The tomb-ftones of the church-yard cannot be paflcd over, as they
exhibit that of the Reverend Mr, Henry Erfkine, firft minifter of the
parith after the Revolution 1688 ; whofe fons, Ebenezer and Ralph, were
the principal and famous leaders of an open and well known feceflion
from the Eftablithed Church. The firft was reckoned the pillar of the
party ; while Ralph was allowed to be the beft fcholar, with a vein for
Latin and Englifh poetry, but pasticularly fertile of riddles, in both of
which the elegiac diftichs upon the tomb-flone of his father fufficiently
bear record. Mr. Henry died in the year 1696, and was interred, not in
burial-ground of the Epifcopal minifters, and as fuch, refigned to their
fucceflors in office, but in confiderable feparation from it; and what is
rather remarkable, there was no fraternity of coffins and bones between
she clergy of the two churches, by thofe of Mr. Millar, his immediate

fucceflor,
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The manfe, rebuilt in the year 1957, is well con.
firu@ed in its walls and roof, but its dimenfions are ra-
ther narrow for a large family. The office-houfes have
been, fome years fince, alfo rebuilt. The glebe, con-
fiting of 8 Englith acres and a rood (the ftations of
houfes being included), is fenced with hedge and ditch,
and has a fubdivifion in the fame fathion. The ftipend
amounts to nearly 39l. in money, and 4 chalders of vic-
tual, three parts of which are oats, and a third bear.
The communion clements are comprehended. William

Hall,

fucceflor, who was foon called to Leith, nor by thofe of the late Mr,
Home, who was buried in the vault of the Ningwell's family in the E,
aile. The late bellman, who lived to above 8o, and remembered Mr.
Lattie, the Epifcopa! clergymar, who retired to Eymouth, faw, (reckor:ing
that gentleman, and the prefent incumbent), the fucceffion of five mini-
fters in the parifh church,

Yet, another infcribed ftone, with a carvad fcutcheon over the epitaph,
deferves attention. It is that of Mr. William Aitkenfon (Aitchifon), whofe
natural genius, prompted by an able {chuol-mafter here, rendered him
exrly fuch a proficient in writing, arithmetic, geometry, and other parts of
‘mathematics, as carried him out of the line of an operative mafon, under
‘his father, aud marked his ability to proceed in that of the liberal fcien-
ces. He went to London; where, obferving the advertifed want of a wri-
ting and arithmetical mafter, in ore of the academies, he prefented himfelf
as a candidate for the place. The produced fpecimien of his penmanfhip
was fo much fuper.or to that of the other candidutes, that the judges fuf-
pected it to be a borrowed piece of copperplate, until it was authentica~
ted by his writing, in their prefence. By accefls to books of fcience, and
other opportunities of acquiring knowled;se, during his continuance in the
academy, for feveral years, he becume well qualified to be himfelf head
mafler of one. Tt was, accordingly, opened in a large houfe, clofe by
Hammer{mith, and kept up with reputation and fuccefs, for a few years,
until his health declined. Being advifed by his phyficians to try his na-
tive air, for a recovery, he returned here. His aged parents faw him
in the habit of a geatleman, and received, asfuch, in feveral refpectable
families. But although he lived, with fome hopes of a reftoration %
health, for about 2 years, the diftemper of his conftitution prowing invin_

cible, deprived him of life, at tke age of 3.
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‘Hall, Efq. of Whitehall, -is patron of. the parith.—The
falary of the fchoolmafter is 100 merks Scots, or, which
is near the fame, 1 month’s cefs of the parith. His
thoufe is prefently in good repair, and of fuch length, as
affords @ large room for the fchool. “To his falary, are
added, the emoluments of feflion-clerk and ani:entor;
and that of an allowance for being colleGor and diftri-
‘butor of the affefiments for the poor upon the parith
roll.—Thefe .are levied, not at fixed meetings of the he-
ritors, but occafional ones; when intimation is made
from the defk, that the former affefiment being expend-
wd, a meeting of the heritors is defired, on a day men-
gioned, to make a farther provifion for the poor. At
their meeting, the account of the expenditure is prefent-
ed by the colle&or ; and then the ftate of the roll being
confidered, and what alterations have enfued, or may
be, from obferved gircumitances, made in it; fuch an
affeflment is appointed, 2s correfponds to the fupply re-
quired, until another meeting of the heritors be called.
The one half of the colleGions made in the church is
regulady taken up by the colle&or, and go in aid of
the afleffments. The other remains with the feffion,
to be diftributed in cafes of cafual diftrefs, to indigent
people not admitted upon the poor’s roll.
Natwithftanding the birth of Mr. David Hume hap-
pened not at Ninewells, but at Edinburgh, this parith
may claim him a6 a native. He®wds bred up here from
his infancy, and he never confidered himfelf as an alien,
from the accidental locality of his birth. His monu-
ment, ere&ed upon the Calton-hill, at Edinburgh, where
he died, is only infcribed with his name, and the year
of his death. It is enough; for (as this imple figna-
Yor. XIV. G ture
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tare icaplies) to the literary world the reft is. well
Jenown.

P. §. There cani bk now 80 doubt entertained, that the ftone tahen uvp
by Captain Home, is, what it was conje@tured to be, the grinder of a Ro-
man moletrina. The ftone, funk into the ground, has been infpe@ted, and
Yound hollowed out, 438 of the capicity and thape, projset to its being the
under pare éf's corn hand-sill, of a laige fize. The grinder weighs 5
one-helf ftone Englith; fo thet its veight, compared with its bulk, is
little inferior to that of lead. Thcfpar,fum wluclut feu,wucleﬁ-. by
the excavated ‘&one. i

NUMBLR
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'NUMBER IL
PARISH or FENWICK.

(Courty or Arz, Sryop or GLASGOW AND ATR,
PaesBYTERY OF IRVINE.)

By the Reo. Mr. WiLL1an Boro,

ENWICK was ere@ed into & new parith in the
F year 1642, formerly being part of the parith of
Kilmarnock ; for this reafon, it went at firft by the
name of New Kilmarnock. But; for {fome time paft, it
has beea known by the name of Fenwick, from a fmall
village of that name. If wic# means the fame with
vicus, the meaning may be; the village near the fen or
bog. Wick, 1 believe, in fome places, meant an angle
or corner. This would be defcriptive of its fituation,
lying at the corner of what -certdinly once was a bog,
and is fill partly fo. The parith church ftands at the
diftance of 43 miles from Kilmarnock, near the great

Ga - ~ road
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voad which runs through that town from Glafgow tor
Ayr, and almoft at an equal diftance from thefe two
places. The parith is about 9 miles long from E. to
W., and 6 miles broad. When the disjun@ion took
place, it was confidered as the moorland part of the pa-
rith of Kilmarnock, and the foil in every part is mofly.
In the lower part of the parith, however, the lands are
tolerably good; and, in favourable feafons, yield not
unfruitful crops of oats and bear, the only grain that is
fown here ; when there is an open winter, as it is calf-
ed, and the following fummer is dry and warm, the
crops are the beft. Long continued froft in winter, and
rainy fummers, are exceedingly hurtful. The corns,
in many parts of the patifh, are feldom fully ripened,
and feldom yield meal for com. This depends, how-
ever, much on their fituation, either near the moors, or
downward towards Kilmarnoek or Dreghorn, where the
lands are the beft. The air is far from being unhealthy.
We cannot be faid to have any difeafes peculiar to the
place. From their fituation, the grounds muft be damp,
and the air moift, but no bad effects follow. Some
yéars ago, a fever prévailed in the village of Fenwick,
but did not extend much farther. For many years, the
fmall pox had not been in the pefith but in a few fcac-
tered families. About the beginning of the laft year,
1792, they began to make their appearance. They went
through every corner of the bounds, amd the numbers
" ‘that had them were great; but they were very favour-
able. It was half a year before one died, and only 3
died in all. It is almoft usneceffary to add, that they
all had them in the natural way. The prejudices
againft inoculation are great. Some even deem it a fia
to give children any thing by way ef preparation.

Rivulets,
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- Rvuvalets, Surface, Fuel, &c.—Two confideradle ri-
wulets, or .waters, as they are called here, run through
the parith from E.to W. Both have their fources in
the moor-grounds towards Eaglefham. They unite a
lttle below Crawfordland Caftle, in the parith of Kil-
marnock, run through that town before it joins the
water of Irvine, and at Irvine are emptied into the fea.
They abound with trouts, and afford entertainment to
thofe who are fond of fithing; and would be ftill more
plentiful, were they net greatly deftroyed in the dry
months by the hand. Salmon never come this way;
which is ewing, probably, to the waters being render-
ed hurtful w0 them by the works carried ont in Kilmar.
nock. They very feldem do any harm to either grafs
or com. On their banks, there is not a buth.—This
parith, though high above the level of the fea, is not
mountainous. To look at Feawick, from Craigie hills
in Kyle, it appears a large plain. The afcent from Kil-
marnock, Kilmaurs and Dreghorn, is very gradual. At
many {pots, almoft indeed from every farm and every
houfe, the profpe& is moft extenfive towards Kple,
Carrick, the Frith of Clyde, and the Ifland of Arran,
with the tops of the hills in Wrgylefhire. From the 3

waters already mentioned, the lands have a N. ora S.
expofure. The furface is green, and produces tolerable
grafs. Though in fome places there are large propor-
tions of black heath, where the peats are cut, or grounds
covered with heath and bent. The moft comman fuel
is peat. What coal is made ufe of is brought from
Koudoun, from Kilkmarnock, apd from Kilmaurs, at
the diftance of about § miles from the church, and ra-
ther to more above it. In the farmers houfes, very -
few coals are ufed. Formerly every tradefman had his

peat
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peat ftack. But now they think it more profitable ta
ufe coals, than to fpend time in fummer at the mofsy
and hdve only a few for fummer ufe.

Trades, 'Live-Stock, 8uc.— Befides the village hers
called Fenwick-town, there is another, called. from its
fituation, the Kitk-town. The laft ftands, for the moft
part, upon the glebe, and containg dbout 42 families ;
the fituation is wet. The other contains abeut 36 fa-
milies ; the fituation is dry. The prevailing trades id
the Kirk-town are fhoemakers; in Fenwick-town wea
vers, The laft is increafing in houfes and inhabitants ;
and, if trade contimues, will increafe. Here alfo it is
thought that a bleachfield might be fet up with confi~
dersble advantage. All the other inhabitants of the pas
rith are farmers, who plough fo much of their lands,
and keep horfes or cows and fheep in proportion to their
farms. At prefent, there may be in the parith sjyo
horfes, many of them high priced ; 2000 black cattle ;
and, in the moor farms, 2300 fheep, of the fmall moor<
Jand kind, black faced and black legged. In other parts
of the parifh, fome fheep, from 6 to 8, of a larger kind,
for the benefit of finer wool for family ufe. There are
made butter-cheefes, after the Dunlop manner, or what
is known by the general name of fweetmilk-cheefe. And;
in the feafon, they fell calves for the butcher, at very
confiderable prices, bonght up for the Glafgow market,
befides what goes to Kilmarnock and Stewarton for the
Irvine matket. Butter and cheefe have both rifen of
late very confiderably in their value, and the fale is =l-
ways good, when trade is good in Glafgow and Paifley.
Though the corn crops are confiderable, yet the foil is

7 : . better




Of Fenwick, ° 55

petter adapted ‘to pafture than to ul.lage and might be
made much meare velnable.

Agriculture.—A. confiderable quantity of potatoes is
raifed, but moftly for the ufe of the family. The flax
that is fown is alfo mof}ly for family ufe, little being
fold ; and to fow for the premiums, granted for that pus-
pofe, is not known. The leafe oblige the tenant to lime
a certain proportiqn of the land before ploughing ; but
they all complain, that though it rifes to the appearance
pf a good crep, yet the corn either falls down and rots, or
does not fully ripen, from the latenefs of the foil. Very
little is laid down in grafs for hay; their chief dependence
for fodder being on the ftraw of their oats and bear, and
and their bog-hay, which is often a lahorious and tedi~
ous work. Rains here are much more frequent than in
the parifhes farther down in the fame diftri¢t. The far-
mers begin to ]gbowr, as foen as the weather in the Ipring_
will permit, though, from the wetnefs of the foil, they
mull be later than thofc who live in the drier lands far-
ther down the couatry *.

It is but a piece of juftice due the people of this parifh to
obferve,. that they. are remarkably induftrious and attentive
to their harvcﬂ;-worki by which means, they have often

: the
® The following is the time when one farmer began to cut down his

corns; and, from his fituation, it may be reckoned searly the average
of the parifth:

1780, ~ 14th September. 1786, - 20th September.
$781, - 24th Augsft. 1789, - 1ft O&ober.

1782, - 7th October. 1988, - 16th September.
1983, -  3d September. 1789, - 112th September.
1984, - sth Ofaber. ' 1790, - ‘26th September.

1285, -  7th September.
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the flart of their neighbours, whofe limits and climate
would be much more favourable. When they cut down
their corns, they fet them up in fingle (heaves, which is
called gaiting ; by this means, if any thing wet, may foon
dry. They let them ftand thus for fome days, but al-
ways with attention to the flate of the weather. If there
is the appearance of rain, they fet all hands to work,
even at midnight, and put them up in what are called
Huts, built in the form of a rick of hay, and covered with
two-of the largeft and the wetteft theaves, called Hout-
ings. They make their huts larger or fmaller, accord.
ing as the fheaves are wet or dried. They keep the dry-
nefs they take, even in very bad weather, except the
houtings, which are neceflarily expofed; and, if well
built, hardly any weather fpoils them. In this flate
they ftand till the weather is good ; and wheneyer a fa-
vourable opportunity offers, they are taken down, and
expofed to the drought, if it be neceffary : what is dry is
taken in, and what is unfit for the barn or barn-yard
is hutted again. It is only when they need much work
that there is any lofs of corn; for the moft part very
little. Laft feafon (1792), the sdvantage was great.
We had, generally, all in the barn or yard, when others,
who might, from more favoucable circumftances, been
thought to have been far before us, had a great deal to
cut down, and the whole of their crops in the field for
weeks after us. '

Plantations.—There are no woods in the parith. Ia-
deed wvery little timber of any kind ; fome few trees
about feveral of the farm houfes, and fome young trees
about the 2 villages, excepted. All the timber that is
acceffary for almoft any purpofe is Brought at e dif-

tance
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tinre of feveral miles; moftly from the woods at Lou-
doun Caftle, It is to be regretted, that this has not
been more attended to. In every farm, fome part
might be planted, without either hurting the grals
grounds or the corn fields, which, if enclofed, and taken
care of for a few years, would be of profit to the pro-
prietor, for fhelter to the cattle, and conveniency of the
tenant. Mr. Forbes, merchant in Kilmarnock, who late-
ly purchafed fome lands, has the honour of being the
firlt who has done any thing in this way. Butitis to
be hoped, that his example will be followed by others.

Population, 8c.—According to Dr. Webfler’s report,
the population then was 11x3. The number of families,
including the 2 villages, is about 244. The average
number in each family will be 5, or rather more. Of
" thefe, the great majority are of the clafs called Burgher-
Seceders, who left the Eftablifhment at the fettlement of
the prefent incumbent. Alfo a confiderable number of
Aatiburghers, of old ftanding ; and thofe who call them-
felves the Reformed Prefbytery, or thofe who adhere to
the covenanted work of Reformation, whofe minifter, as
he refides in the parith of Kilmarnock, preaches in this
parith every fifth Sabbath. It is faid, thgt, in the laft
century, the Quakers began to mske fome converts, hut
nothing of that kind is now known *.

Vor. XIV. H In

® What may be the number of marriages, births and deaths, cannot at
prefent be afcestained, no regifter, for fome years paft, being kept. The
tax to government is the pretext for not regiftering their children ; but
that they may not pay the parith fchoolmatter’s dues, may be, with fome,
an additional reafon. I can only fay, that the people generally mar 5 and

scing fober and heajthy, have children. The births, for fome years p.ft,
have
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In the parifh, there are 46 weavers’ looms, of which
14 are muflin-looms ; and, I believe, there will foon be
more. There are 16 fhoemakers ; § tailors, and their
apprentices ; 3 wrights’ fhops; 3 coopers; and 1 flax-
drefler. We have 9 mafons, and 2 maltmen. It
is now more commen for the fons of farmers to
be bound apprentices to fome of thefe trades than
formerly. Many having learned the trades here, have
gone to towns, and have fucceeded well. Some few have
gone abroad. -We cannot be faid to have any manufac~
tures. One man may deal, to the extent of about 20¢l.
a-year, in buying and manufauring coarfe yarn into
what is called brown linens, in flax-feed, and in giving
out flax to be fpun by the women of the parith. Some of
the fhoemakers work for the export trade carried on by
the merchants of Kilmarnock.—In ordinary feafons,
more meal is made in the parifh than the inhabitants
confume ; confiderable quantities go E. to Paifley, Glaf~
gow, and the places adjacent, as the people have friends
or connexions. Many, or moft of the farmers, fatten
their own winter meat. A few fat cattle are killed for
their ufe before harveft, and a few more are killed after
it. But there is no market for butcher-meat. We get
that from Kilmarnock. The meal is always 1 penny, and
fometimes more, the peck, cheaper here than in the Glaf>
gow and Paifley markets.

Language,
t

have exceeded, I am perfuaded, the deaths ; and perhaps there never were
in the parith more children and young perfons, than at prefent. There
are many who live to an advanced age. One of Lord Glalgow’s tenants,
near 9o, comes to church almoft every Sabbath, through a bad road ; and
in the year 1784, Matthew Mowat, the bellman, died, aged ahove go.
He had the charge of the parith bell for above 8o years: His father and
he had held the office from the time that the parith was ere®ed, tll then,
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: 'Laaguage.-—The language is that which is common

in the Low Country of Scotland. The names of places -

are fometimes taken from their local fituation. Many
are plainly Gaelic, and many more, perhaps, from the
fame, whofe meaning, from corruptions in pronunciation

and fpelling, is forgotten and loft *.

Birds.—The moor grounds are ftocked with plenty of

moor-fowls, and are much frequented at the feafon.

The curlew and lap-wing are alfo in abundance. The
H 2 : only

#* There is a houfe, the principal ftage for travellers between Glafgow
and Kilmarnock, called the King's well. Tradition fays, that it got this
name on the following occafion. One of the James’s came W. to fcttle
fome difputes at a place called Pothelly-hall, where are the veftiges; and
10 more, of an qld tower. At the fpot where the houfe now -ftands, his
harfe drank out of 2 well, afterward called the King’s Well, and alfo went
into a quagmire, which ftill is known by the name of the King's Stable.
On that occafion, he is faid to have caufed to be hanged 18 of them who
were in fault, upon an hawthorn tree, which is ftill pointed out, and, in-
deed, has the appearance of being very old. It ftands fingle in a field of
one of the farms above Pothelly-hall. Pethelly-hall, at that time, was
inhabited by a family of the name of Cochrane, a branch of the family of
Dundonald. They had confined the prifoners in a vault, till his majefty
came. Being very hungry, as even kings will be, in a country thinly inha-
bited, and ill fupplied with provifions, it is faid, that he went into an
Loufe, not far from Pothelly-hall, and fat down. The gude-wife gave him
bread and milk, the beft fare which fhe probably had. After he had made
his breakfaft, the told him, that her hufband was one of his prifoners, and
that it would be hard to hang a man, after having eat his breakfaft
fitting in his arm chair. When he came to the place, he called firft
for that man, and defired him to go home, and be a better bairn, before
he proceeded to judge the reff. Another tradition fays, that the King's
‘Well got its name from the things having happened there when his Majefty
‘was on his way t6 attend the marriage of one of his own relations at Sorn
Catle, fome miles farther S.; and that he fhould have faid, from the dif-
ficulties which he met with in paffing through fuch bad roads, * that if
“ he were to play a trick on the devil, he would fend him te a bridal 3t
- som.l'
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only birds of paflage are the cuckoo and the fwallow..
Hares are alfo in great numbers, were they not de-
ftroyed by poachers of different defcriptions. And evea
game-keepers may be game-deftroyers.

Minerals, &c.—On the N. fide of the baroay of Po«
~ thelly, there is a free-ftone quarry not much wrought,
and a thin feami. of coal, both at the banks of the waters
which feparate this parifk from that of Stewarton. In
the barony of Thowallan, there are 2 lime-ftone quar-
ries, both much ufed. Colonel Crawford has alfo free-
ftone and lime ftone in his lands, and the appearance of
coal. But all the attempts to get a workable mine have
hitherto, from whatever caufe it may have arifen, prov-
ed unfuccefsful. The lime ftones in the quarry at Gin~
forth, in the barony of Rowallan, are replete with fea-
thells, and other remains of the' ancient inhabitants of
the ocean. But they are fo firmly united with the
" flone, that they cannot be feparated from it without be-
ing greatly mutilated.—Near to the King’s Well, in the
fame barony, is to be found what is called the Scotcd-
gale, a {pecies of the myrtle.

Ecclefigfical State, &c.—None of the greater heritors.
refide in the parifh; all the inhabitants are farmers or
tradefmen, and all upon the fame footing as to rank and

‘

education.
The firft minifter of this parith was Mr. William

Guthrie, juftly famous in his time. He was ordained
in 1644, ejefted in 1662, and died in the north in 1663.
He was great grandfather to the late Lord Prefident of
the Court of Seffior, Sir Thomas Miller, to 2 refpe@able

dergymen now in Ayrihire, and to the venerable and.
Jearned.
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Jearned Mr. John Wamner of Kilbarchan, in Kenfrew-
fhire.

Lord Gla{gow is patron of the parith. The church
was built in 1643, and is ftill in the fame condition as at
firft, by far too large for the parifh; and, from its not
being plaftered, cold and uncomfortable in winter, the
foow often lying in it fome inches deep. The manfe
was built in 1783; an excellent houfe, ‘as all the new
manfes in Ayrfhire are, though the fituation, in the
middle of the Kirk-town, is not fo convenient. The
ftipend is 84 bolls and 4 pecks of mesl, and 281. fome
odd fhillings Sterling, in money. The glebe is about
6 acres, befides a large garden, and the ground up-
ean which the greateft part of the Kirk-town ftands,
the inhabitants of which have been in ufe to get a new
leafe from each minifter during his incumbency. They
pay about 4d. the fall *.

Chara&ler of the Peopls, Poor, &c.~In every place,

8 diverfity of charalters is to be met with; and we _

are not without our thare of the unruly and regardlefs.
But the people, in general, are fober and induftrious.
Some few have enlifted into the army. In their cir«
cumftances, the people are, upon the whole, eafy, and

: have

Prices, Wages, &c.—The only fowls rearcd, are hens, and a few ducks.
The price of a hen is from 18. to 1s. 4d. or 1s, 6d.; ducks fell for zs. 8d.,
or 2s. the pair. A labourer's wages are about 10d. or 1s. a day, and his.
meat ; a mafon’s 1s. 8d.; a tailor’s 8d. or gd. ; men-fervants are from 3l.
308. to 4l., the half year; and a maid-fervant’s from 30s. to 3ss., or 40s.,
with fome perquifites: They have been raifed almoft one-third within
thefe 20 years. The farmers work their Jands either by their own fami-
Lies, or hired fervants. Work done by cottagers is not knpwp. The
tenants in Crawfordland eftate lead fome coals; in the other lagds, there
is no fervice-work whatever
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have reafon to be contented. There is not a beggar in
the parith. Only four are at prefent on the poor’s lift ;
though fome few more get help occafionally. They are
fupported by colle&ions at the church-doors, and from
the remains of a confiderable ftock, which, indeed, is
now very inconfiderable, from the bankruptcy of a
trading company, to whom the greateft part of it had
been lent in the time of the laft incumbent. The Se-
eeders, fo far as I know, never give any thing.

Roads, &c.~We are well accommodated with good
roads. The great road from Glafgow to Ayr, by Kil-
marnock, runs through the patifh for more than 4 miles.
We have good roads alfo to Loudoun, Gulftin, to Ir-
vine by Kilmaurs ; and the road to Stewarton is made
as far as this parith goes. But as it is not yet finith-
ed, it is not of the advantage it would otherwife be. as
a thorough-fare. Both roads and bridges are now made,
and kept in repair from the ftatute-work, commuted at,
I believe, 3d. Sterling upon 1l. Scots valuation.

Rental.—The yearly rent of the parifh, including the
value of the lands in the pofleflion of the proprietors,
may be about 4oool. Sterling. The valued rent is
above goool. Scots *.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—A. confiderable part of
the lower end of the parifh is enclofed with hedges and
ditches.

® In this late foil, the year 1782 was very hurtful. The fnow fell be.
fore all the corns were cut down. The greateft part were in the fields, and
greatly deftroyed by the frofts. Few, if any, preferved feed for next year.
‘The meal of courfe was bad, fome very bad. The only relief which we,

snd
*
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ditches. But the hedges are not well taken care of.
The cattle are allowed to wander through them, by -
which means they are rendered partly, at leaft, ufelefs

as fences.—We are much more expenfive in drefs than

10 years ago. There are 4 ale and whifky houfes in

the parith, befides the ftage at King’s Well. The quan-

tities of whitky made ufe of are amazing ; thofe houfes

ought to be more attended to, their numbers leflened,

as the effets they produce are deftruétive both to the

health, and the morals of the people. We have 2 toll-

bars, befides 1 fide-bar; at 2- of them whiky is alfo

fold, not always for the good of the neighbours.—In

the year 1782, the heritors built a new fchool-houfe,

and houfe for the fchoolmafter. His falary is 6 bolls

of meal, and 40 merks a-year; he has alfo 10s. for

being {effion-clerk, and 23. 6d. for every proclamation

in order to marriage. The fchool wages have never

been raifed, as in all the parifhes in the neighbourhood ;
only 1s. 2d. thé quarter for reading Englith. The

number of {cholars may be about 4c.

Far up in the moor grounds of the barony of Row-
allan, there is a farm called Serdgoin. It is entirely a
fheep farm. It has been poflefled for many fucceffive
generations by a family of the name of Howie. The
tradition of the family is, that the firft who fettled there
was a refugee from the perfecution of the Waldenfes.
There is no doubt, but they have refided there for fome

hundred

and magy of our neighbours had, was in the white peafe, which, from the
price that took place at that time, were difpofed of, and confiderable
quantities of them came W. It ought not to be omitted here, that Lord
Glafgow gave a donation, at that needtul feafon, to all the parifthes where
his different cflates are. To this parith, he fent z0-guiacas, to be given te
fuch poor as were not upon the ordinary funds.
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hundred years, The place is exceedingly remote. And
it is not likely that any, at that time, wounld have taken
wp their refidence there, had they not confidered itas a
place where they were not in danger of being malefted.
The mafter of the family bas been a John Howie for
many generations, till within thefe few months, that
both father and fon—2both Fobns, died *.

Improvements may be faid to be only in their infan-
cy ; here the tenant goes on in the fame old way that
his father did before him. They are beginning, how-
ever, to be at more pains with their farms in many re-
fpe@s, and it is to be hoped, that the fuccefs of fome
may ftir up others. There are hundreds of acres which
will not be touched till the country is every where in a
higher ftate of cultivation than it is at prefent. But
there are few farms where, with a little expenfe, much
might not be added, if not to the corn fields, at leaft to -
the mcadow and grafs grounds. But the farmer ufes
the meadow which his predeceflors have made ready for
him, and never thinks of adding any to it, how eafily
foever it may be done. Some years ago, they began to
work fome of the dest ground, as it is called, which
never had been ploughed before. The corns, where it

had

¢ The family were much diftrefled during the troubles in the reigns of
Charles and James, in the latt century. They preferve here the colours
that belonged to this purith, when the covenanters took arms, and which
they had with them at the battle of Bothwell Bridge, with the fword of
a Captain Paton of this parifh, and fome other things, which are confidered
as precious relicks of them who were engaged in that good work. There
are 3 or 4 of what are called martyr-ftones, erected to the memory of
thofe who were fhot to death in this place. And there is a cove called
Duntonlove, in which, it is faid, that they hid themfelves at times from
the enemy. It does not appear to me ever to have been of much ufe for
that purpofe, thoagh, indeed, from the lapfe of a century, its appearance
may be much changed.

5
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hed been limed, were Juxuriant, but more firaw than
corn. Some fowed it the laft year that it was in tillage
with grafs feeds, and the crop was good. But they
erred in allowing the cattle to pafture on it too foon.
The roots of the grafs were broken, the beft of the foil
trodden down, and almoft the whole reduced to the fame
ftate in which it was before. There is one, however,
who is to be excepted, as not having followed the ge-
neral praice. And if he who makes three blades of
grafs grow where only one was produced before, de.
ferves well of his country, his name ought to be men-
tioned, as his example may be followed by thofe whofe
grounds are like his.—Robert Brown bought a fmall
farm in this parifh, about 12 or 14 years ag6. It had
been managed in the ordinary way, part in grafs, and
part in tillage. But there were 6 or 7 acres tg which
nothing had been done, and to which he withed to do
fomething. His great obje& was fodder for his cattle
jn winter. He hired men to dig part of it with the
{pade, and to form it into ridges; he afterward limed
st, and fowed it with oats. He had more corn than he
«xpeited, and the firaw was plentiful. This encouraged
him to go on; he dreffed the firft over again, and all
that remained in the fame way, {owed it with oats and
grafs feeds. The crop was as good as could have been
expelted ; and, for the 2 laft years, the hay that was
produced would have fold for 20l. Sterling. Before he
did any thing to it, to ufe his own words, an acre would
not have grazed a fheep. He thinks that it will never
be fit for the plough: In this, he may be miftaken. But
he never allows any of his cattle to pafture upon it, be-
ing fenfible, that even for grafs it would greatly hurt it,
both by breaking the roots, and the fivard, as it is call-
Vor. XIV, I ed,
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ed, before it is well faftened together. Some have fol
lowed his example in .past, but only in part, and there-
fore their attempts have not been attended with the
fame fuccefs. .

They have lately marred the lands, in the way in ‘which
they cut the peats, by a large hole, 20 or 30 feet fquare,
and fo many feet deep, being made in 2 plain field, becaufe
it fuited their prefent convenience, without ever attend-
- ing to the confequences. This is far, however, fram be-
ing the cafe with all. They work, or they oblige others
to work, the peat bink, with order and regularity.

Perhaps it would be of advantage, to give longer leafes,
even though the rent were to rife at certain intervals, or
to engage to give the tenant a certain fum for every acre
of ground which he had improved, if it was done in a fuf-
- ficient manner, whether for meadow, ar corn grounds. In
a few years, the lands might he made much more valu-
able : But thofe who have been long accuftomed to a cer-
tain mode of labour, and never faw better, are apt tq
think, that it is impoffible to make things better,

NUMBER
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NUMBER IIIL

UNITED PARISHES or DAVIOT axp
DUNLICHTY.

(Syyop or MuRRAY, PRESBYTERY oF INVERNESs.)

By the Rev. Mr. ALEXANDER GoORDON.

Name, Extent, Surface, Lakes, &c. .

DUNLICHTY the larger, and probably the older of
thefe parithes, is fo called, from a high mountain,
or rather hill, at the foot of which the church ftands:
Dun le Chatti, that is, the hill which is in the middle,
and bife@s the territory of the Catti. The defcendants
of this ancient, numerous, and warlike people, under the
wvarious appellations .of Mackintoth, the Chief, Macgilli-

“vrays, Macpherfons, Shaws, Macbeans, Smiths and Gows,
are, at leaft, g in 10, even at this time, of the proprie-
tors and pofleffors of lands, for a great track on either
fide of this hill. On its fummit are unequivocal marks

Ia2 - of
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of its having beén ufed for a place of rendezvous, or
making fignals, according to the manners that prevailed
among our anceftors in remote ages. Thére is a very
extenfive view from it, in all dire@ions ; and, for thefe
purpofes, was the moft eligible of any to the Clancbatti.
Daviot is faid to be a name given to this parith, in me-
mory of David Earl of Crawfurd, who built the fort, or
fironghold, to be hereafter defcribed. But by the man-
ner in which it is pronounced in Gaelic, this etymology
feems forced and unnatural ; yet tradition has not pre~
ferved any other *. :
Thefe parithes lie nearly due E. and W. on both fides:
the river Nairn, extending in length 17 computed, or
about 23 meafured miles; their greateft breadth of
ground, lefs or more, in cultivation, not exceeding 4
. miles ; their leaft fcarcely 12, The external appearance:
not very inviting,.and muft feem rather wild and roman-
tick to a ftranger; not only are the hills either naked.
rocks, or covered with heath, without fo much as a fhrub.
almoft to be feen among them; but even in the low
grounds, there are large tracks of peat-mofs, or barren.
modr, incapable of cultivation ; but which feem, in moft
places, well adapted for planting foreft-trees, {uch as fir,,
Jarix, &c. This ufe of fuch grounds, has been attempt.
ed:by Mr, Macgillivray of Dunmaglafs, Mr. Mackintoth
of Aberarder, and Mr. Mackintoth of Far, on their pro-
perties.
# Thefe parifhes were diin@ charges, until about the yoar 1618, when
they were united ;. and there is fill a parochial church and gicbe in each.
Neither of thefe glebes are of the legal extent ; and upon that of Dunlichs
ty, an encroachment has been made about 60 years ago ; which encroach-
ment being a corn-mill and water-lead, it is alleged, cannot be retnoved..
‘The diftance between the churches, is computed to be 4 miles, but will.
mesfure pear 7; and public worfhip is alternately performed. in.them. &o-
wery Lard’s-day..
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perties, with flattéring fuccefs ; and were the other pro.
prietors to imitate the example, the profpe& would be
mended, and their eftates acquire a great additional value.
Aboutthe church of Daviot,and for 2 miles above it, on
both fides of the river, are a great many fand-hills, whick
appear evidently to have been formed, at fome very remote
period, by the current of contrary tides, by the flux and
reflux of the fea, though they are, at leaft, 300 feet per-
pendicular height above its prefent level, or flood-mark,
at Naira or Iavernefs. Near the church of Dunlichty,
and weftward for fome miles, the mouatains and hille
conlfift chiefly of folid rocks, exhibiting clear proofs, that
earthquakes were formerly more frequent and terrible
in this ifland, than either hiftory or tradition Hath con-
weyed to us, there being almoft every where,.at the foot
of thefe mountains, innumerable fragments of enormous
fiae, that have been, by thefe dreadful commotions, fe-
wered from their parent rocks. Among the mountains
are feveral lochs, the principal of which are, Loch Ruth.
wen, Loch Dundelchack and Loch Clachan; all of them,
the firft éfpecially, abound with trout, of a moft delici-
ous tafle and flavour, of the celour of falmon when drefled,
and much admired. They are from 8oz. to3lb. in weight,
and bite fo keenly with'a weftern breeze, that a fkilful
angler may catch 4 or 5 dozen in the fpace of two hours.
‘There is always 1, and fometimes 2 boats kept here, for
the purpofe of fithing ; and gentlemen, at the diftance of
feveral miles refort to-it in the fummer months for di-
verfion. The Igke is three miles long, but fcarcely one
over, where broadeft : the other lakes do noet furnifh fport
in foch plenty ; they have, however, 3 greater variety of
fith, among which are pike and char, which are not in the
former. Loch Dundeichack is twice as large as the a-
bove
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bove, and very decp. It is remarkable, that it nevet
freézes in winter, but very readily in fpring, by one
night’s froft, when the weather is calm. Loch Clachan is
< bifon formed by the ftream which iffues from the laft
mentioned, at a thort diftance, and not much above a mile
in circumference. Lime rock has been difcovered a
little below the Mains of Daviot in the bed, and by the
fides of the river. A vaft many metallic cubes of one-
eighth to one-fourth of an inch or more, are found, and
appear in this rock ; they are of the colour of lead, and
contain a great*proportion of that metal.

Stipend, Poor, Church, Manfe, &c.—The ftipend, in
1981, was 5al. 6s. Butin 1784, there was an augmenta-
tion of 25l. ; no part whereof is vi&ual, and the parithi-
oners are not bound to perform any fervices to him.—The
number of poor on the feflion-roll, is from 40 to 46 per-
fons ; among whom, communibus annis, there is the fum
of sl. diftributed once every year, which fum arifes part-
1y from the intereft of 361. mortified money, partly from
the colle@ions made in the churches, and partly from de-
linquents, penalties. Out of the penalties, certain fees are
paid to the feffion-clerk, and kirk officers, amounting to
2l., or thereby, annually ; but they have the dues of mar-
riages and baptifms in addition, which are no inconfider-
able perquifites.

The church of Dunlichty was rebuilt in 1759, and has
had but one repair fince, of 251., about 4 years ago. The
church and manfe of Daviot, in 1763 and 1764, but not
fo fubftantially, having had two repairs fince, to the ex-
tent of betweea 80l. and gol. each time, and now much
in need of a third, at the diftance only of 7 years from the
laft repair given them. It has happened to thefe build

ngs,
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ings, what'is often the fate of public works of this kiad,
when given to tradefmen who exhibit the loweft efti-
mates, without inquiring fufliciently into their charader
and ability. For fuch underbidders, befides incapacity per-
haps, muft have temptations upan grounds lefs fair, to
make infufficient work, and mar the undertaking. This
remark is but too plainly verified, in the rebuilding of
the manfe and offizes of Daviot, to the great ivfs of tiie
heritors, and daily inconvenience and prejudice of the mi-
pifter ever fince.

Antiguities,—At the Mains of Daviot, a {cat of the
2nceftors of the prefent Laird of Mackintofh, there were,
till lately, the ruins of a fort or caftle, built by the
Earl of Crawfurd, in the beginning of the 15th century. -
This was, in thofe days, a place of great ftrength, be-
ing fituated on the extremity of onc of the {fand-hills al-
ready mentioned, had a dry ditch and dgaw-bridge,
which divided and fortified it from the level ground on
the W., and a fireng wall on the other fides, where the
height and natural declivity of the hill added much to
its fecurity. It was a {quare building, and enclofed an
area of 360 fquare yards-; it had 4 circular towers, 1 in
every corner, and containing each 3 ftories, all vaulted ;
had fecret paffages in the middle of the wall, commu-
nicating with large vaulted rooms for the main guard at

the principal entry *. :
) There

® This was 2 fately edifice, and commanded a very cstenfive pro-
fpect. The walls and towers, except a fmall breach at the main gate,
were all entire about 44 years ago; and, had they fuffercd no injury Le-
@des natural dergy, might have remained, for centuries yet to come, &
fpecimen of the {uperior fkill of our ancicnt operative matons. In 1743,
s wadlet was obtaincd of the lacds of Daviot, where the caltle flood ;
and
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Heritors, Population, Rent, &c.—~There are 10 heriv
tors and proprietors belonging to thefe parithes, only 2
of whom now refide, and but 4 who have their family
feats in it. The improvements, therefore, either for
ornament or utility, have made but flow progrefs here.
Yet Mr. Mackintofh of Far has happily fucceeded in
both. By enclofing, draining and planting, he has made
his paternal eftate both valuable and delightful, and it
would be efteemed fo in the beft cultivated country.
Colonel M‘Gillivray projected improvements on the ef-
tate of Dunmaglafs on a larger fcale ; but his prema-
ture death has occafioned delay in fome confiderable parts
of the execution. This refpe@able family is now re-
prefented by a minor, nephew to the Colonel.

According to Dr. Webfter’s report, the number o
fouls in 1755 was 2176. By a furvey of thefe united
parithes, taken 2 years ago, they contain 400 families,
including tradefmen and labourers who are married; and
the whole number of perfons was then 1697. Of thefe,
430 are of the Scotch Epifcopal Communion ; all the
reft, except = Seceders, are of the Eftablithed Church.
The Epifcopalians have a meeting-houfe, where one of
their clergy preaches once in 3 or 4 weeks, but not re-
gularly, and adminifters the facrament 4 times a-year,
after the manner prefcribed by the Englith ritual. They
generally attend our public worfhip when they have

’ none

.

and it is much to be regretted, that, in a country where ftones are fo
plentiful as to be an incumbrance, this noble and only monument of an.
tiquity fhould be partly deftroyed for furnifhing materials to a modern
farm-houfe and offiees. Still, however, a magnificent ruin remained ;
but it muft (hake the feelings of every perfon of tafte to be told, that its
total deftru@ion was gradually accomplithed, during a period of 4o
years, for no other purpofe than procuriog the old lime and rubbith fup
the pofleffor’s dunghills,
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nooe ¢themfelves, and are perfonally acquairted with the
minifter. In no.country are different religious perfuag
fions attended with more mutual forbearance and charity
than in this. Difputes about religion are {carcely ever
known to exift here ; and of our Epifcopalians, it is but
juftice to fay, that while they profefs an opinion, that
" has been cenfured by fome as illiberal, they are truly -
moderate *,

¥ear. Marriages. Baptifns,
1984 14 32 Epif. children not included,

1785 12 54  Ditto included.
1786 15 44  Ditto 15.7
1787 10 45  Digto not known, :

1788 8 33  Ditto ditto.

Valued rent of Degviot and Dunlichty 31861 x3s. 4d.
Scots money. Real cuxrent reat, by the beft informae
tion that could be abtained, 1jool. Sterling.

- Auimals, &c,—The black faced theep have been in.
troduced into the ppper part of Dunlichty, but too late
to afcertain, with precifion, the profit or di{advantage
that may accrue from them. They are chiefly in the
pofleffion of 6 perfons, and have not fuffered in the leaft
from the climate of this country. Their whole number
does not excced 2000; medium value, gs. each; beft

Vor. XIV. K lambs

® Owing to an incident, no regifter of baptifms and marriages has
been kept bere fince the 1788. The numbers for that, and the 4 imme-
giate preceding years, avere as in the above fketch; obferving only,
that always fome of the people, in the more diftant parts of the parith,
are in ufe of .getting their children baptized by the neighbouring and
moft contiguous minifters, and {eldom make 8 return of their names to
sz feffion-clerk




94 - Statifiical Account

fambs §6. ; thots 2s. 64. The common and crofs-§yresds
re mare thap double that number; worth, at a medium,
§s.; lambs from 1s. 6d. to 3s. Black cattle have di-
minifhed greatly fince the eager defire of fheep-farming
has become fo general in the neighbouring parithes, and
partly in this; there being, from that caufe, no way
of pafturing them in the glens, in fummer, as ufual.
‘Their number not above 1300 ; medium value, 2l. each.
‘There are few faddle or draught horfes ; but thofe of
the fmall kind, kept by the tenants for.labour and breed+
ing, amount to more than 850 ; medium value, 32l. xcs,
There are 14 corn mills, and 1 fulling mill. Five black-
fmiths ; a few wrights and ccopers; a great many wea-
yers of coarfe woollen &uﬂ’s, 3 pumber of taxlors, and
p few brogmakers *,

. Agriculture, &g.—The foil in thefe parifhes varieg
much, being in fome places fandy and light, in others,
fpongy and wet, with a clay bottom. In fome, it is of
a black mofly nature, apd in many a compofition of all
thefc. The produce, except when the early frofts affe&
it, is, at a medium to the feed, as 4 to 1. Black oats
and rye anfwer bet. Barley and white oats but in few
places, and more frequently mifgive. The different
meafnres or quantities of land are here denominated Da~
vochs, Plonghs and Auch..en parts, and are in an arbxtmy

and

T The tradefmen are paid for the piece, or with a certain fum or
quantity of vn&.ul annually agreed on, cxdlcd jwd The beft mgle
fcrvanu get ol. of wages, and their maintenance, a-year; the fecond
dxttn from 4l tp sl. female fegvants from 28s. jo 405 a year ; boys for
\endmg cqtle. from 16s. to z0s. each half year; and all clafes of hxru;
fcrva.nu expeél, md zeceive fome fmall perguifite above what they agree
Lor Da -l.a.bourcrs are from 4d. to 13 a-day, and their victuals, accord~
ing to the feafon of the yen, and the fpccxcs of work thq are ctpabl'- 9;
e).ccuung
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ind uncertain proportion. Few of the tenants o;:cupy
more than one auchten part, the rent of which is from
3l. to sl. Sterling. Cuftoms and fervices, or money

converfions in lieu of them, are always eiadted, and paid
over and above the ftipulated rent.—This country a-.

bounds with fnealers, or people who have hoifes but no
farm. They have generally a few theep, that are kept

with their mafter’s flock ; dnd fome are allowed grafs,

for a cow or a horfe. Every tenant has 1, and fome 3
or 3, of thefe houfeholders, thany of whom are the pa-
Tents, or wives dnd children, of a fet of people who
abftrat themfelves from us during the greateft part of
the year, and feek employment in other parts.

The ftate of agriculture here is but very indifferent ;
for befides the great number of fmall holdings; fhort
leafes, and a predile&ion among the people for ancient
modes of farming, however awkward and @nproduive,
feveral other caufes concur to prevent any great ime
provements, at leaii for fome time. The foil, indeed,
is, in many places, fo good, as to yield tolerable crops,
even under the prefent untoward managemenss But,
1. The climate is fo variable, and unpropiticus, as fre=
quently to blaft the hopes and labour of the farmer by
froft and mildews, in the courfe of one night or morns
ing, in the months of Auguft and September. The le=
vel and beft fields are moft liable to this difafter. 2. The
people in general labour with horfes inflead of oxen,
whereby they deprive themfelves of a better manure,
which, if they had in abundance, would give them ear-
lier crops, and a chance of efcaping thofe deftruiive
frofts, which affe® them lefs or more every year.
3. The landlords oblige their tenants to perform fervices
in fpring and harveft, to the negle@ of their farms at

K2 thefe
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thefe critical feafons ; a pra&ice which, though not pes
culiar to this country, is evidently detrimental to both.
Some of the gentlemen here have thierefore dropped’
thefe fervices, and aceepted a: reafonable converfion-in
lieu of them. 4. Our young men, how foon they are
fit for labour, go to the fouth country;. or elfewhere,
for employment ; where they remain fome part of the
fpring, together with all the fummer and harveft. This
praltice operates much againft improvements in agri-
culture, is inimical to- the general profperity of the
people, and produive of thefe two evils to the farmers:
and tenants in particular, viz. extravagant wages to the
few labourers, who, from choice or neceffity, may hap
pen to remain at home; and the introdu@ion of fine
clothes, and other luxuries, among the lower clafs. By
the former, there is no proportion between the price of
labour and the produce of it. By the latter, the fer-
vants themfelves confume their wages in expenfive drefs
and other fuperfluities, while thofe partial emigrants,
or, as they are called, the ‘“ South Country lads,” live
. with théir parents or relations during the winter upon:
the common ftock of the family.. We have 6o perfons:
of this defcription, and-upwards. §. The laft canfe
unfavourable to agriculture, is not fo general, but, as:
far as it extends, of equally bad or worfe effe® than
fome of thofe which have been mentioned. The whole
parifh of Daviot,. and fome parts of Dunlichty, lie with-
in the diftance of between 4 and 6 miles to the royal
burgh of Invernefs, a large and populous town, to
which all the tenants, in the above fpace, fend their
Horfes with peats or turf regularly twice a-week, the
fpring and harveft not excepted. The whole fummer is
fpent in cutting, drying and leading the peats, without

ever
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&ver attempting any meafure that might be in their
~ power for meliorating their farms. The moffes, at fame
time, are fo rapidly cut and deftroyed, that great dif-
trefs for want. of fuel muft foon enfue; and many of
the people feel this diftrefs already. It ought to be ob-
ferved, however, that, under all thefe uafavourable cir-
cumftances, thefe parifhes, in good years, produce crops
fufficient for the inhabitants, and perhaps never felt a
dearth but in times of general fcarcity. It is obvious,
therefore, that they are capable of improvement.

Mifcellancous Obfervations.—~Epidemical or chronicak
difeafes feldom appear in this country. The people,
though not robuft, are very healthy; and many of both
fexes attain to the age of 8o years and upwards. There
are, in thefe parithes, 20 perfons now living at and
about that age. As to the general chara&er of our peo-
ple, they camnot be commended for induftry. The
fmall returns for manual labour, may perhaps be the -
reafon, fince none, by the greateft exertions of this kind,
can make rich. They are however frugal, and have =

~ fenfe of honour and fhame, in a high degree for their
fiation ; and remarkable for that acutemefs of judgment
which has been peculiarly attributed to Highlanders.
In their morals, they are not fufficiently ftri@ in ab.
Rairfing from the {fmaller breaches of duty ; but felony,
er any great crime, has not been committed among them:
for many generations. In their profeflion of religion,
they are devout and regular, a little inclined to lay too
much ftrefs upon certzin local forms and cuftoms not
legally impofed, but which, it does not appear, has any
bad effe on their morals.

NUMBER
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NUMBER 1V.

‘ .
PARISH or SLAMANNAN, or Sr.
LAURENCE.

(CounTY oF STIRLING, SYNOD oF LoTHIAN AND TWEED-
DALE, PRESBYTERY OF LiNLITHGOW.)

By the Rev. Mr. JaMEs MACNAIR.

.

IN the year 1470, and reign of James II., it is faid,

that Lord Livingftone obtained a charter, under the
great feal, of the lands of Slamannan. His Lordfhip’s.
fuccefors, the Earls of Linlithgow, and laft of Callander, .
feued out thefe lands to different perfons, the fuperiority
of which continued in that noble family till the year,
1715, when they were forfeited, together with the patro-
nage of the church, and became the property of the
crown. But whether the forefaid charter contained a
grant of all the lands, or only a part, may be uncertain,
as the papers of many of the proprietors bear, thdt their
lands were feued from Lord Torphichen. And as thefe

lands are all fucken to one mill, and the reft of the lands
4 to
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to another mill, though they are interfperfed together,
it is probable, that Lord Torphichen once had a right to
one half of the lands of Slamannan, and the Earl of Cal«
lander to the other,

Name.—Though this parith bears both the names of
Slamaanan and St. Laurence, yet the firft of thefe is now
univerfally ufed. I find the laft only ufed in the old re-
cords of feffion, and in the prefentation iffued forth by
his majefty, who is patron of the church, where the
words are, ¢ the church and parith of Slamannan, other-
¢ wife St. Laurence ;" from which I am apt to think,
‘that St. Laurence was not the name of the parifh, bot
only of the church. It was originally a prebend ; and as
a great many old places of worthip were called'by the
names of particular faints, this might be called by the
name of this faint. There is an excellent {pring of wa~
ter a little to the fouth-eaft of the church, which ftill
Joes by the name- of Laurence Well ; but what the ori-
gin of the word Slamannan is, like moft other proper
names, is very uncertain, and merely conjeGural. Some -
{ay, it derives its origin from the following circumftance.
When the Earl of Callander and Linlithgow, to whom it
belonged, firft fent up his fervant to plough part of it,
(it being formerly a barren x;xoor), he afked his fervant,
how it would work ; to which he anfwered, it would
/lay man and mare. Others again fuppofe, that from its
vicinity to the Caledonian Wood, it had often been the
fcene of battle, where many had been flain. And to
ftrengthen this opinion, there is, upon the fouth-fide of .
the church, at a little diftance, a fmall hill, which is calla
ed Caftle Hill, where, they fay, anciently ftood a caftle.
Tbere are no remains of it now, only the farm-houfe up-

on’
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oa the welt fide of it, goes by the fame name. And g
Jittle to the eaftward of this hill, there is another rifing

where there is the veftige of a trench, and which
goes by the name of Killhills, becaufe of the number, it
is fuppofed, that were killed there. Befides, there were
snciently here, 2 cones of earth,- about 5o yards diftant
£xom one another, which are fuppofed to have been raifed
a5 monuments of peace, like the 2 at Dunipace ; the one
of them ftill ftands, and is evideatly artificial; the other
wgs levelled, and the church of St. Laurence built upon
3t. Thefe circumftances, and the names of thefe places,
together with others at mo great diftance, fuch as Balr
caftle, Balquhatftom, &c., give fome foundation for the
fuppofition, that there muft have been many flain here ;
sad hence, probahbly the name Slamannan. Others {ay, that
the name is Gaelic, and fignifies the Blind Man’s Valley,
ghere being a valley upon the north fide of the church
from E. to. W., where the river Avon runs. But asin
all the old writings, the word is univerfally fpelt Slaman-
na, without the laft #, there appears a great fimilarity in
the two laft fyllables to the waord Dalmeny ; and I think
it very probable, they may be of the fame original. Novw,
Dr. Robertfon, in his account of the parith of Dalmeny,
fays, that the word Dalmeny fignifies black heath ; from
which I am apt to think, that Slamanna muft fignify
fome kind of heath, perhaps brown or grey, or long
heath, for the parifh hath all originally been covered
with heath,

Sitmation aud Extent.—This parifh lies in the fhire of
Stirling, and is the mof# foutherly parith in it. Nigh the
N. W. end of the parifh, there is a point where the three
thires of Stirling, Dunbarton and Lanark meet; and at

the
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the S. W. end, the fhircs of Stitling and Eanatk meet
with the fhire of Linlithgow: It confifts of the old pa-
rith of Slamannan, and a part finnexed from the parifh
of Falkirk. The original parith of Slamanndn is from
4 to 5 miles in length, and from 2 to 3 in breadth, and
lies upon the fouth fide of thé water of Avon, which
anciently feparated it from the extenfive parith of Fal-
kirk, which lay upon the north of the Avon ; but about
the year 1730, there was a divifion mede of the parifh of
Falkirk, when the whole parifl of Polmont was taken off
it, and alfo a part of it annexed to the p‘ariﬂx of Slaman-
nan. The partannexed to this parith lies immediately upon
the north fide of the river, and is nearly of the fame
length with the old parith, and abotit one mile broad ; fo
that the prefent parifh of Slamannan, including the amnex-
ation, will be from 4 to § miles in length, and from 3 to
4 in breadth. '

Rivéir and Lochs.—The river Avon, which rans
through this parith, from W. to E., takes its rife from =
loch in the parith of Cumbernauld, called Fanny Side
Loch. It immediately receives a confiderable addition
from 2 fmall rivulet which takes its rife ffom 2 mofs it
the Eaft Monkland parith, about 2 miles diftant, and
which fome think is more properly the head of the Avon.
Certain it is, there is a farm-houfe very near that mofs,
where this rivolet comes from, which is called Avon-
Head. There are alfo 3 lochs in this parifk ; one in the
north fide of the annexation, called the Ellridge Loch,
which fupplies a corn mill with water, and falls into the
water of Avon ; the other two are upon the S. W. fide
of the old parifh, called the little and the great Black
Lochs ; the one of which, namely the little Black Loch,
funs E., and the other, the great Black Loch, which is

Vor. XIV. L about
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sbout half 2 mile W. from the other, and lies upon the
boundaries of this and the Eaft Monkland parifh, runs
W. It hath lately been made a refervoir to the great
eanal between the Forth and Clyde, by the run of the
water of Calder, by which it is carried into the Monkland
canal, and from that, by a cut near Glaf{gow, conveyed
into the large canal. There are fome trouts in the wa-
ter of Avon, and alfo in the 2 Black Lochs, and fome
perches and eels ; but none, I believe, in the Ellridge
Loch.

Valuation and Rent.—The valuation of the old parifh,
in the cefs-books, is 2349l. 11s. 7d. Scots, and the annual
rent in the year 1771, was eftimated at 1o40l. §s. Ster-
ling. The valuation of the annexation is 1066l 13s. 1d.
Scots, and the annual rent, in the year 1771, was efti-
mated at 5271, Sterling. :There are, at prefent, in the
parith, 28 refiding and 2§ non-refiding heritors ; and in
the annexation, 6 refiding and 13 non-refiding ; fo that
the whole number of heritors is 2. The moft of the
refiding heritors farm their own lands, except a few, who
have confiderable property ; in which cafe, they let part
of it to tenants. And thefe lands have been in pofleflion
of the fame families for many generations, perhaps fince
firft feued out. .

So#l.~~The arable lands.on each fide of the Avon, for
about hal.’ a mile, are of a light free foil ; and, if proper-
ly prepared, would produce very good crops, almoft of
any grain. Thefe are interfperfed with haughs and mea-
dows, which are of a rich loamy foil. The haughs pro-
duce good crops of oats, and thc meadows very good
natural grafs, which is made into hay, and is excellent
feeding for black cattle in winter. Some of thefe lands

are:
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are let at 1l. the acre, but the moft of them at half of
that. The foil lying farther off the water for about a mile,
is of a ftrong hard clay, and' does not produce fo good
crops as the lands above defcribed. The rent of thefe
bnds may be about 4s. 6d. the acre. - The foil in the ex-
tremity of the parith is of 2 very black mofly bottom, and
produces bad crops; as the lands lie inter{perfed amongft
mofles, the crops feldom come to perfetion. The farm-
ers make moft by raifing young cattle and by milk, the.
grafs not being fit for fattening them. The 2 firft kinds
of foil defcribed, may be, and fomeof it is improved, but
the laft not capable of much.

The farms here are generally fmall, few of them be-
ing equal to a plonghgate ; the moft of them only the
half, and fome not fo much. The higheft rent of a
ploughgate does not exceed 3ol. Sterling. TkLey uni-
verfally make ufe of the old Scotch plough, and gene-
rally have the one half of their ground tilled, and the
other lying in natural grafs. They let it lie commonly
for 3 years, and then plough it for other 3 years. It is
generally milch cows they feed upon their ground, with
a few young ones to fupply the place of the old ones;
but there are few or no theep, the foil being rather wet
and mofly, and therefore not fo favourable for them.
Their wives and daughters, together with & fervant,
take care of the milk, of which they make a good
deal of butter and cheefe, and by which the tenants ge—
nerally pay the moft of their rent.

Produce.—The foil produces pretty good flax, not very
fine in quality, but ftrongand good of its kind, though they
feldom raife more of it than is for their own ufe. There

‘is alfo fome bear raifed, but the principal produce is oats.
Sometimes they fow grafs feeds with their bear; but
La Jistle
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little of the ground beiag enclofed, it is much deftroyed
by the cattle in the winter, when they are allowed to
‘go at large. The want of proper enclofures, with plan-
tations, is a great hindrance to the improvement of the
country. Alfo they lie at a good diftance from lime,
but not indeed at fo great a diftance, ss that the roads
are very bad. They are about 6 or 7 miles from the
- lime-works of Torphichen or Bathgate, and about the
fame diftance from thofe of Cumbernamld. Another
great obftacle to the regular improvement of the parith
is, that a great mumber of the proprietors occupy their

own lands ; and though they and their families live very,

comfortably and independently ppon the produce, yet
they cannot fpare any money to lay out in improve-
ments. However, there are fome of them ywho are both
planting and enclofing more of their ground, and meking
thexr roads a great deal better. They have, efpecially
of late, made a toad through a mofs, called Mafs Candle,
more than a mlle in length, between this and Falkirk,
which makes ‘the communication much more eafy ; and
the propofed road between Edinburgh and Glafgow, by
Bathgate and Airdrie, it is expe&ted, .will be of confi-
derable fervice to this part of the country

Popdamn, &c.—According to Dr. Webfter’s report,
the population in 3755 was 32Q9. The number of i in<
habitants in this parith at prefent s 1010; of whom
there are 466 males, and §44 females aﬁd of thefe

there are 263 under 10 years of age; 255 between 10’

snd 20; 357 between 20 and 50; 126 between §o and
703 37 between 70 and 85; and 2 above 8o. There
pre 223 families, including fingle perfons who keep
houfes by themfelves; 312 married perfons ; 6 bache-

lors,
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fors, or unmarried men; and 20 unmarried women
above 40 years.of age ;. there are alfo 17 widowers and
42 widows. The inhabitants of the annexation were
always confidered to be nearly equal to one half of the
old parifh ; at prefent, however, they are a great deal
lefs, being only 272, and the old parith being 738. This
is owing chiefly to fome of the farms in the annexation
being of late purchafed by Mr. Forbes of Callander,
which are lying in grafs, and the houfes uninhabited.—
Since April 1788, there have been about 139 births,
and 47 marriages. There has been no regular regifter
of the deaths kept ; but, by comparing the roll of the
prefent year with the one takca up in 1788, I find there
are about 70 who have died fince that time. Upon am
average, therefore, the births each year may be abous
33; tlie marriages 10; and the burials 18.—There are
no manufaltures carried on in this parith, nor is there
any village in it; the few houfes which are near the
church not deferving that ngme. The moft of the inha-
bitants are farmers, except a few employed in the other
neceflary bufinefles of life; fuch as weavers, tailors,
fmiths, &c. But thefe are only employed in thefe .
branches by the inhabitants of the parifh; and there-
fore there are only fuch 2 number of them as are fuffi-
cient for the parifh. There are about 4 fmiths, 10 ma-
fons and joiners, 12 weavers, 12 thoemakers, 3 tailors,
3 millers, and- 1 lint-miller, 3 flax-dreffers, 3 public-
houfes, and a few coal-hewers. Thefe laft are employ-
ed by the Carron Company, and are fometithes more
pumerous than at other times. There were more than
30 of them about 2 years ago, and at prefent there are
mot more than 5. Thereis 1 clergyman and 1 fchool-
Eﬂﬂer; but no furgeon nor writer. There are about

15 heads
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1§ heads of families conne&ed with the Seceffion, making
in all, with their families, about 78 perfons, but many
of their families attend upon the parith church ®.

Poor.——~The average number of poor upon the feffion
roll is about x2. They are fupplied by the colle&tions
made on Sunday, together with the intereft of a fmall
fund of about 150l., without any affeflment. They
generally get from 2s. to 4s. the month, and one §s.
Sometimes alfo families, when they are in diftrefs, re-
ceive occafional fupplies as they need. But none of
thofe who receive from the feffion are allowed to beg.

Difeafes.—The moft common difeafe I have obferved
fince I came to this parifh, appears to be the confump-
tion, occafioned not fo much by the conftitution of the
inhabitants, as by the coldnefs and dampmefs of the
houfes. The bad ftate of the houfes often brings on
colds upon thofe that are young and tender, which, if
not fpeedily removed, ends in a confumption. It'is not
unfrequent alfo for old people, when confined much to
their houfes, and unable to take that exercife which is

proper for the circulation of the blood, to be tronbled
with

# The wages of an ordinary ploughman are 8. in the year, and fome
of tiem 10l. They have rifen very confiderably of late. A woman
fervant 3l. in the year, and as much ground as fows half a peck of lint-
feed in the fummes half year. A labouring man ufed to be hired at 6d.
a day, and his meat; but now they atk 8d. As there is no market-town
in the parifh, the price of vivres is always regulated by Falkirk, which
is the neareft market-town, and about 5 miles ditant..—There is plenty
of fuel in the parifh, both coal and peat ; but peat is moft generally ufed,
as every perfon hath commonly a right to fome mofs connected with the
lands he pofefles, or pays only 1s. for as many as he can caft in a day.
The Carron Company, who work fome pits in the parith, fupply the
country with all the coal they nced, though moft of the heritors have

cual in their own lands.
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with great {wellings in their legs; and not a few have
died of the dropfy, which, it is probable, alfo originates
from the fame caufe. What ftrengthens this opinion,
is, that thefe complaints are more frequent among the
lower clafs of the inhabitants, the few families who
are in a fuperior ftation, and have comfortable houfes,
flot being fubje@ to them. Otherwife the people are
generally pretty healthy; and I have obferved fewer
fevers here than in the neighbouring parithes.

Chburch, Stipend, &c~—The walls of the church were
rebuilt about the year 1753 ; but the old feating was
fill continued, which indeed is very old; many feats
being marked with the year 1632, and fome of them
even fo far back as the year 1556. It ftands, there-~
fore, in much need of being renewed. When the an-
mexation was joined to this parifh, they were allowed
to build an aile, for their own accommodation, upon the
N. fide of the church, at their own expenfe, and to up-
hold it for 20 years; and the heritors of Slamannan were
bound to uphold the old church for the fame number of
years ; after which they were all to bear any expenfe
upon the church and church-yard walls, in proportion
to their valuations. But as they were otherwife annex-
ed only guwoad facra, they pay no part of the minifter’s
ftipend. The King is patron. The ftipend is sol. Ster-
ling in money, 2 chalders of meal, and 1 chalder of bear,
a,manfe and glebe of about 15 acres. There is alfo 3I.
6s. 8d. for furnithing communion elements, together
with the intereft of soo merks, which is in the hands
of the fefion. The manfe was built more than 30 years
ago, fince which time it hath not only been frequently
repaired, but had a confiderable addition made to it.

NUM-
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NUMBER V.

PARISH or KIRKMICHAEL axp CULLICUDDEN.

[

(CounTIES oF CROMARTY AND Ross *, Synop oF Ross;
PRESBYTERY oF CHANONRY.)

By tbe Rev. Mr. Rosext AxTRUR.

Narme, Situation, Extent, 8&c.

T HIS parifh had formerly been divided into three,
’ Kirkmichael, Cullicudden and St. Martin's, as
appears not only from old charters and tradition, but
from the burial grounds and remains of the old churches
ftill vifible in each of them. St. Martin’s had been firft

* annexed to Cullicudden, as both (under the name of
Cullicudden) were afterward united to Kirkmichael,
about the end of the laft century. Ke:ll-Mbicbel and
. Keill-Mbartin, the Gaelic names of Kirkmichael and St.
Martin’s, fignify, the burying-places of Michael and
Martin; who were probably the two Popith faints to
whong

* A fmall part only of this parith ! in the county of Rofs.
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whom the chyrches were dedicated. Cousll-chuitin (con-
tralted for Cowill-cbutigin), the Gaelic name of Culli-
cudden, fignifies, the Nook, or Creck of Cuddies; 2
fmall delicate fpecies of fith, well known on all the
<oafts of Scotland, which, during {ummer and beginning
of hatveft, are caught in great numbers along the fhore
of Cullicudden, particularly in a fmall creek a little
above the old kirk. This parith lies on the S. fide of
the Frith of Cromarty, and in that part of the fheriff-
dom of Rofs and Cromarty diftinguifhed by the names
of an ofleip-dubk (or black ifle), and aird-mbeadbonach,
(s. e. high in the middle, or high midland); both of
which give a very juft defcription of its fituation and
appearance, as it is of a peninfular form, nearly fur-
rounded by the Friths of Cromarty and Fort-George,
srifing gently from the thores of both, ¢o a confiderable
height in the middle from E. to W. ; and 4-fifths of it
being as yet uncultivated, and producing nothing but
fhort dwarfith heath, give a black and dreary appear-
ance to the whole, notwithftanding the finely fituated
and highly improved gentlemens feats with which it
abounds. This parifh is nearly 8 miles in length from
E. to W,, and 3 miles in breadth from N. to S. ; bound.
ed on the N. by the Frith of Cromarty, and on the S,
by the ridge of the Mull-bss, or that extenfive track of
common which ftretches glong the fummit of tie Black
Hle, from the Mains of Cromarty-almoft to the county-
road that leads from the Ferry of Séuddal to the Ferry
of Bewley ; being almoft 16 miles in length from E. te
W., and 2 in breadth from N.to S. As 'a great part
of this very large, and almoft ufelefs common, requires
gothing but the plough to bring it into culture, and
as the whole of it is peculiarly adapted for growing

Vor, X1V, M Scotch



90 » Statif¥cal Account

Scotch fir, larix, oak, &c.; it is truly aftonifhing, that
?t fhould remain‘ undivided till now.

Soil, Agriculture, &c.—The foil is varioss, as might
be expefted in fuch an extent of furface; but what
moﬁly prevails, is, a black light loam, on a ftra-
tum of till, above a hard gravelly clay; which ren-
acrs it very wet, and unfit for tillage in winter and
fprmg, and generally prevents the farmers from fowing
before the end of March, or reaping before the middle
or end of September. On a confiderable part of the
farms lying on the fhore and wefter end of the parifh,
wherc the foil is light and fandy, on a free-ftone bot-
tom, oats are fown the bcgmnmg of March, barley and
pcafe in April, and often reaped in the beginning of
Auguft. The farmers here, averfe to fallowing, green
crops, enclofures and winter herding, continue the fame
Plan of agriculture that was practiled a century ago.

Many of them, indeed, have fown fmall patchcs of clo-

ver in their little gardens for feveral years paft ; but
none of thcm, exceptmg 2, ever attempt to fallow, or
fow green-crops or grafs-fceds in their fields : in confe-
quence of which, thefe fields are over-run with weeds,
partlcularly quickens (or Jomt-wccd) ; and their crops
are very light, in proportwn to their fowing; as the)'
have not, at an average (fave on the fhores), above 3x
returns of barley, and 2% of oats and peafe. Inftead of
Kellachyc carts, with w1cker-bafkets of a conical form,
and the Scotch plough of a bad corftruction, many of
the firiners begin to ufe fmall box-carts with {poke-
whul and a fmall chain plough, with feathered-fock
and curved mould-board. On farms of 20 bolls and up-
warda, the p.ough is drawn by 6 or 8 oxen in bows and
}oLcs ; and, on lefler farms, by-2 horfcs, 2 oxen, aad

\ 2 COWS §
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2 cows 3, or by 2 horfes and 2 cows. The farms are ge-
nerally fmall, confifting of from 10 to 50 acres of arable
land ; of which the rents are from 6 to 36 bolls, befides
money for vicarage and fchoolmafter (] faiary, with wed-
ders, ftraw, turf, hens, chickens and eggs, either in
kind or at a moderate converfion. With only one ex-
ception, @ lmfe was never gwen in this panﬂx for a
longer pcnod than 7 years, t till, in the year 1782, the
late Mr. George Munro gave leafes to 2 tenants for 19
and 21 years: Since that time, many leafes have been
given on the eftate of Newhall for z1 years, befides
melioration for enclofing the farms; and bringing moor
into arable land *.

M3 Heritors,

% As there has been no mofs in this panﬂ: for flear a century palt, the
men and horfes hive been cohftantly cmployca during fummer, in clitting,
drying, and carrying home fandy turfs, or divots, from the Mull-bui;
which; at bett,.is but 2 wretched king of fael, and often rendered wfelefs
by a few days rain, after all the expenfe of time and labour beftowed up-
an it. When the feafon is rainy, as often happens in this country, the fi-
tuation of the people in this, and the neighbouring parithes, is truly de-
plorable, during the next winter ani fpring. From recolle@ihg their for-
mer miferies and hardfhips for want of fuel, there is, at prefent, an uncom-
mon degree of joy diffuled among all ranks, and efpeically the poor, by
the late importane avd teuly patriotic a& of Parliament, which takes off
the late duty on all coals water borne to the N. of St. Abb’s Head ; a tax
which was partial and impolitic in the extreme, and has proved moft inie
mical to the agriculture, manufa@ures and happinefs of the northern part
of the Britifh cmipire.  As the north of Scotland has long diftinguithed ite
felf in fending forth lts thoufands of brave and hardy fons to récfuit our
armies on every appearance of public danger, it is now to be hoped, from’
the many pawvigable friths with whith it is interfe@ed, the number of
people with which its coafts and glens are inhabited, and the free impor-
tation of toals; that its manufadtures and trade will rapidly increafe, and
foon enable it to contribute a great number of bardy feamen, as well ad
foldiers, to repel the enemies of Britifh liberty and property.——From the
fepcrior quality of the grain, and the great quantity of barley diftilled: in
the Black Ifle, the price of barley and meal is gencrally highzr in this, than'

’ L
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Heritors, Popalation, 8&c.—The property of lands is
. divided among 7 heritors (the 3 firft of whom refide for
the moft pert), viz. Mrs. Urqultert of Braclangwell,
proprietrix of the eftate of Newhall ; David Urquhart
of Braclangwell, Efq.; George Gun Munro of Poynter-
field, Efq.; Sir Roderick Mackenzie of Scatwell, Bart.;
William M<%enzie of Pitlundie, Efq.; John Urqubart
of Kinbeachy, Efg.; and Duff of Muirtown,

Efq.

Befides thofe of the principal and refiding heritors, there
are families of farmers, - - 7z
Ditto of mealers and tradefmen, - 3873

The population in 1753, according to D. Webiter (]
report, was, - - - 1371
"The number of fouls in 1780, was, - 1345
1789, - - 1199
179% - - 1334
of

in any parifh to the morth of it. In 1783, meal and barley fold from 16s.
10 248, the boll, snd many were in great want of bread, before the fupply
of grain voted by Parliameut, arrived ; fince that period, meal and peafe
have fold from ras. to 18s. the boll, and barley from 14s to 19s. Wheat'
s feldom fown, except in fmall quaatities, by the refiding heritors, for the
ufe of their own familics.

As the wages of fervants, day-labourers and tradefmen, with the prices
of provifions, are much the fame in this, as micationed in the Statiftical
Accounts of adjacent parifhes, already publifhcd, the reader is referred
to thofe for information,

From the waot of fuel, mantfatures, lime and other means of improv.
ing their fitvation, the inhabitants of this parith arc fo poor, that there are
pot above 3 farmers in it who ufe a bit of butcher meat, a fowl, ora bottle
of beer in their family, from one end of the year to the other ; nor is there
23 ftone of butter and checfe made by them altogether in a feafon. Pota-
toes, fummery, bread and brochan, a little cabbage, with potatoes, once
and gencrally twice a-day, for 9 moanths, is their invariable bill of fare.-

4 .
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OF the laft number, 568 were males ;666 females ; and
2ot at and below 8 years of age *.

Blackfmiths, -
Wheel-wrights, - Black cattle, - yIz
Shoemakers, - Horfes, - - 356
Tailors, with their ap- Sheep, - - 2391

prentices, - 11 Swine, about - 30

Ferries, - - >

Milless, - 4 Weavers, - - 37
Ferrymen, - « 8 Fifbermen, - - 4
Merchant, - - 1 Dyers, - . = $
Houfe-carpenters, - 8 Coopers, - - 2
Cartwrights, - 2 Corn-mill, - - 4
Boat-builder, - 1 Stills, of 40 gallons each, 3

4

2

9

From the farmers Reeping an overftocking of cattle
and horfes, whereby they are obliged to fend many of
themr

® Ascven the fmall fum payable to the feflion-clerk on thefe occafionsy
s an obje@ to people firuggling with poverty, it has been hitherto found
impraicable to kecp an exa& regifter of baptifms, marriages and buriale.
‘The variation that has taken' place in the pepulation of this parith, withix
the fhort fpace of 14 years, has arifen from the following caufes. ‘The de-
creafe from 1780 to 1789, was occafioned, in & great mcafure, by the ar-
rears of rent, and other debts unavoidably incurred by the tenants, through
the failure of crop 1782, which obliged them, in 1783, to difmifs.cvery
fervant they could poflibly fpare, and make their childrea endeavour to
fopply their places, at a much earlier-period than they were wont to do
Ybefore ; and ever fince that memorable zra, many of the young and fiout-
eft lads, have annually gone te Glafgow, and othcr places in the W. and
8, of Scotland, where the price of labour is high, inftcad of marrying and-
fettliog in the parifh, as was the cuftom formerly. This annual drain of
young men, has raifed the wages of fervants, and is feverely fcjt by the tee
Rants.

‘The increafe of population from 1789 to 1792, was owing to the greae
encouragement given by Mr. and Mrs. Urquhart of Braclungwell aud
Newhall to people who fettled on, and improved moor-ground.
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them-to cold Highland grazings in fummer, wbile they
have little natural, and no fown grafs, to feed properly
fuch as are kept at home, their cattle and horfes are of
a diminutive fize ; while an excellent breed and fize of
both are reared on the extenfive and highly improved
farms poflefled by the refiding heritors. The fheep alfo
are very {mall, except on the above mainfes, wheré the
Galloway breed has been croffed by the Cheviot, which
promifes to anfwer, even beyond expe&ation, in in-
creafing the fize of their body, and value of their wool.
Sheep paftured on the fhort are gencrally healthieft ;
owing, probably, to their drinking falt-water, eating
fea-weed, and the grafs which is flooded at fiream-tides.
100 large theep, well littered, are faid to make a quan-
tity of manure fully fufficient for § acres.

Number of Acres, Rent, &c.—As only the eftates of New-.
hall, Braclangwell and Poynterfield have been furveyed,
the incumbent cannot pretend to accuracy, as to the num-
ber of acres of which the other 4 eftates are fuppofed to
cunfift in the following ftatement ; nor can he even guefs
at the exent of common belonging to the parifh, and
therefore it is not mentioned:

Newall. Braclang-  Pointers  The otber Total.

: " awell. Siedd. 4 Ep.
Acres arable 1113 630 487 740 3019
Do. pafture  §50 340 138 180 1208
Do. wood 260 440 163 13 880
Do. moor 1500 2756 356 500 6844

Total, befides the common, ° 11,x15¢

The valued rent is 23 571. Scots ; and the real grofs rent,
putting a moderate value upon the mainfes, vitaal rent,

cuftoms, &c. is ncarly 1g5eol. Sterling.
" Stipendy
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Stx'per'td, S'cbool.r, Poor, &c.—Mrs. Urquhart of Brac.
langwell and Newhall is patronefs of this united parifh..
The kirk is neat and commodious. The manfe, lately
;epairca, is very fmall, and very improperly fituated
on fwampy ground, below a brae. The ftipend amounts
to 29l. 8s. rod. Sterling in money, with 4 chalders of
barley, and 4 chalders of oat meal. The glebe confift-
ed, at the incumbent’s admiffion, of 19 acres of poor
moorith foil rable, and about 12 acres of barren ftony
moor ; he has fince added 6 acres to thearable ground.—
.As the bulk of the inhabitants refide towards the extre-
mities of the parifh, the parochial fchool is taught in
the E. end, by a deferving young man, who has only -
81. 6s. 8d. of ftated falary; and a {chool for fpinning,
knitting ftockings, and reading Englih, is eftablithed by
the Honourable Society, in the wefter end, with a falary
of 71. It is to be hoped, that the period will foon ar-
rive, when the landed intcreft of Scotland will fcel
themf{elves conftrained, by the love of juftice and their
country, to grant fomething like decent falaries to that
moft ufeful clafs of men, the parochial teachers of
youth ; who, after a liberal and expenfive education,
devote their time and talents to the duties of an office,
which is not only moft laborious and fatiguing in itfelf,
but of the utmoft impertance to the beft interefts of fo-
éiety.—'l'herchever was an eftablithed fund for the poor
of this parith: And though the number of thofe who
received of the weekly colleflions amounted, till of late,
t? from 60 to 70, the annual collettions have feldom
exceeded 8l., after paying the feflion-clerk’s and kirk-
officers fees ®.

Mifcellaneous

* Two years ago, the fellion entered into a refulution of giving no part
'9!' the colle@ions, except to fuch as fhould confign whatever they nught be
e wosth
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Mifeellaneous Obfervations.—In fearching for lime,
flone, in 1786, feveral fpecks of rich lead ore were
foand in 2 free-ftone rock, to the S. of the mill of St.
Martin’s, by the late Mr. Gordon of Newhali, whofe
claffical knowledge, philanthropy, and engaging man-
ners endeared him to all who knew him : Appearances
were fo favoursble, that workmen had proceeded a good
-way in cutting through the rock, under ground, in 2
different direions, in hopes of meeting a vein of ore;
when bhis fudden and much lamented death, in January
2778, put an end to the attempt. Some fpar, lime-
flone, and ftone-marl were found in digging through the
above rock, in which a number of fpecks of ore were
found embedded. Rich fhell-marl was difcovered, a few
years ago, in a {mall loch near the manfion-houle of
Braclangwell, which the proprietor has ufed, as a ma-
nure to his fields, with great fuccefs.—Salmon, trout,
fate, herrings, whitings, fmall cod, flounders of various
kinds, cuttle-fith, needle-fith, .cuddies, and a variety of
fmaller fry, are caught in the frith oppofite to this pa-
zith, by hooks and nets, and alfo by yares (belonging to
Newhall and Poynterfield), in which cart-loads of her-
rings and other kinds of filh are {ometimes found en-
clofed, after the tide leaves them.—About 10 tons of
* kelp are made, every third year, on the fhares of New-
hall,

worth at their death, (2ftes paying funeral charges), to the poor of the
parifh, if they did not leave an indigent parent or child. In confequence
of this regulation, the number of poor receiving aid from the fcﬂion‘, is
pow reduced to 35. Befides the weekly colle@ions, the greateft pare of
which is given by the refiding beritors, the incumbent has been at pains,
for feveral years paft, to make up a fmall permanment accumulatiog fund,
the interelt of which, he hopes, will, in a few years, afford confiderable re-,
Yicf to the greateft obje@s. It bas already increafed to 30l Sterling.
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hall. —The late Sir George Munro was the firft, in this
part of the country, who began improvements in agri-
culture on a large fcale, by enclofing, planting, drain-
ing, liming, fallowing, and fowing green crops on his
mains of Poynterfield, which now add greatly to the
beauty and value of that part of the eftate; and very
great improvements have been carried on in all thefe
refpe&s, on the mainfes of Braclangwell and Newhall ;
and thefe 3 contiguons feats, in full view of the noble
bay and harbour of Cromarty, form as beautiful a land-
fcape as can be imagined.—The county-roads and bridges
in this parifh have been much improved of late, and are

in general very good *.

Antiguities.—There is a greater number of ancient
encampments in this, than in any other parith in the
N.; from tradition, and the general’s tent being circu<
lar, they are fuppofed to have been formed by the Danes
when they invaded Scotland. It is favourable to this
hypothefis, that from the eminence on which thefe en-
trenchments are moft numerous, there is an extenfive
profpe& in all dire&ions, to prevent their being furprif-
ed in their camp ; and as they are felMom found above a
mile from the fhore, if they fhould have been furprifed
and defeated by the natives, they could eafily have re-.

Vor. XIV. N tired

# Confidering the fpirited exertions made by the gentlemen of this, and
the neighbouring ceunties,in making good roads and bridges, it is forprif-
ing, thit little or no attention has been paid to improving the paffage
boats at theenumerous ferrics in and furrounding this diftri& of coun-
try. [Itisto be hoped, that this truly important obje&, will no longer
efcape their particular notice, and that ferry-boats of an improved conftruc-
tion, as well as piers for recciving and landing paffengers, cattle and car-
riages, will be as ferionfly attended to, as . 0ads and bridges, efpecially at
the ferrics of Invergordon and Fort-George.
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tired on board their thips, and landed in fome other part
of the country, where the inhabitants were not_in force
to oppofe them. There are likewife a great many tu-
muli or cairns ; the largeft are formed of ftones of various
dimenfions, and the lefler of earth and flones thrown
promifcuoufly together. In removing the ftones of fome
of thefe cairns, ftone-coffins were found, formed by 4
Iarge and 2 fmall flabs of unhewn free-ftone, containing
afhes, and blades of offenfive weapons, almoft totally
confumed by ruft *.

. Hints refpeciing Improvements.—It is almoft unnecef-
fary to obferve, that the eftablithing woollen, lint, and
cotton manufa@ures in this country, would be of the
greateft advantage to the inhabitants. Among many
others on the Frith of Cromarty, there is an excellent
ftation for a lint or hemp manufafture in this parifh,
at the ftore-houfe of Newhall, where there is a fine na-
tural harbour, in which fhips of a confiderable burden
could lie unmolefted by any wind, excepting from the
N. and N. W.—As the foil of this parifh is well adapt-
ed to raifing lint and hemp, the farmers would no doubt

take

® The only building in this parifh, thas has the appearance of great anti-
quity, is the cattle of Craighoufe, on the thore of Cullicudden, about a mile
and a half weftward of the old kirk kt is 5 ftoreys high, built with run lime
“on a rock perpendicular towards the fea, which wathes it at flood-tide ; and
being furrounded on the land fide by a ditch and high wall, it evidently ap-
pears to have been a place of confiderable ftrength. All the apartments
of the one half of it, which is moft entire, are formed by flome arches, but
the floors of the other half, which is ewidently more modetn, have been
Iaid on wooden joifts, part of which are flill to be feen on the walla, A«
bout 200 years ago, the caftle, with the lauds adjoining, belonged to the
Williamfons of Craighoufe. The reprefentative of which family is a Cr.unt,
Williamfon in Germany. The catle and lands of Craighoufe, afterward
became the propérty and occa!ionll refidence of the Bithops of Rofs, and
arc sow a past of the eftate of Newhall,
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gake the advantage of this favourable circumftance, if
proper lint-mills were ereited, and premiums given to
allure them to the attempt. Surely the truftees for the
improvement of manufaltures, &c. cannot fuppofe, that
inducements of that nature are now fo neceffary in
fouthern counties, where manufaltures have been long
eftablithed, and where the method and advantage of raif-
ing lint and hemp are well underftood, as in thefe north~
ern diftri@s, where they are hardly known, and where
the people are in that low ftate of poverty and depref-
fion, which has ever been found to check and fmother a
fpirit of induftry and improvement.

Befides thefe, converting all, or, at leaft, one half of
the viGual-rents into money, at a moderate rate ; giving
long leafes, with melioration for enclofing the farms, and
abolifhing thirlage, would have a powerful tendency to
‘roufe a fpirit of improvement among the farmers, and
render the fituation of the people in genergl much more
eafy and comfortable than jt is at prefent. Giving pre~
miums to farmers for fallowing and liming their ground,
fowing turnips and grals-feeds in their’ fields, would,
po doubt, excite a fpirit of emulation and indufiry
among them. And as thefé are the great and truly pa-
triotic obje&s which the lately formed Rofs-fhire farm-
ing-fociety has in view, it is pot doubted, but every
gentleman of property, in the counties of Rofs and
Cromarty, will give it his hearty countenance and fup-
port. Were they to contribute to the common ftock
according to their rentals, and pay particular attention
to fuch tenants as thould compete for premiums, though
they thould not fucceed, a fpirit of improvement migh¢
bhe foon excited in this country, fimilar to that which
grofe in Aberdeenthire, from a farmer-fociety, formed

N and
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and patronifed by the late Earl of Errol, about 30 years

. ago. The very attempt would be meritorious; and
fhould it be attended with the probable and defired ef-
fed, befides the pleafure it would give to every bene-
volent heart, to raife a numerous and moft important
clafs of men from a ftate of inalivity and penury to in-
duftry and affluence, the money laid out would foon re-
turn to themfelves or their heirs with tenfold intereft ;
and a few years experience of the mode and profit of an
improved fyftem of hufbandry would, in a fhort time,
render the continuance of premiums quite unneceflary .—
Having fairly made the experiment himfelf for 6 months
paft, the writer earneftly recommends to farmers who
plough with § or 8 oxen and a driver, to plough with
2 large oxen in harnefs, without a driver ; befides faving
the meat-and wages of a diiver, they will plough more,
and bettcr than 6 or 8 of their prefent fize of oxen; they
will not require fo much provender ; and, if yoked in a
cart like horfes, each of them will draw a load that 4
of their {mall garrons would not move. The writer
cannot conclude this mifcellaneous branch of his fubje&,
without obferving, that it muft give the greatelt plea-

_fure to every friend to his country, to look ‘orward to
the many and important advantages that agriculture and
manufa&ures will derive from a Board of Agriculture
and internal improvement, fanétioned by Parliament, on
the patriotic and well-digefted plan propofed by Sir John
Sinclair,

NUMBER
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NUMBER VL

PARISH or' DALTON,

(Comu'r AND SrNop or Dumrriis, PRESBYTERY op
. LocuMABEN.)

By a Friend to STATSITICAL INQUIRTES.

Name, Extent, Soil, &c.

HE name of this parifh is evidently Saxon. In an«
cient writings, it is fometimes f{pelt Daltoune ;

but the origin of the name has not been handed down.
The figure is irregular, being interfected on the N, fide
by Lochmaben ; but the greateft extent may be 4 miles
in length from N. to S., and 3 miles in breadth. The
foil is various, but confifts chiefly of 2 light fandy loam,
dry, and very capable of improvement. In fome places,
it is clay on a till bottom, which retaining the wet, is
is not favourable to vegetation ; but taking it in general,
the land is well adapted to cultivation; and, when manu~
. red
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red and enclofed, amply repays the expenlfe of thefle ime
provtmpts.

Population, Proprietors, Air, &c.—According to Dr,
Webfter’s report, the population in 1755 was 451. From
the beft information, the number of the people amounts,
at prefent, to 615 ; of whom §10 refide in Meikle Dal-
ton, and 1og in Little Dalton ; and it feems probable,
that the population has not decreafed fince the beginning
of the prefent century. There is no town in the parith,
and the only place that deferves the name of 2 village, is
Dalton, near the church, where the courts of the barony
were formerly kept; but the number of inhabitants does
not now exceed 3oor 4o. The parith is the property of
4 heritors, of whom enly 2 arc refident. The air is
healthy, nor are there any particular difeafes to which
the people are fubje®. One or two inftances of individu~
als attaining the age of 100, have happened within thefg
§0 years. ’ .

Rivers, Fy/bings, &c.—The parith being bounded by
the river of Annan on the E., coafiderable quantities of
falmon, and fea-trouts, are caught in the feafon, as the
deep pools afford them a fhelter. It has been fuppofed, that
this river, at a very remote period, inftead of difcharging
jtfelf intothe fea below the town of Annan, followed 2 dif-
ferent courfe; and running due S. from Dormont, fell into
the Frith near Cummertrees church, about 3 miles to the
weftward of Annan. A level tra& of meadow, or boggy
ground, from Dermont to the fouthward, is thought,
from many appearances, to have formerly been the chan-
nel of the river, which has been fhut up and obftro&ed
by fome convulfion of nature, by which the prefent

. courfe,
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eourfe, through 2 bed of rocks, has alfo probably been
opened. This, however is only conjeéture ; but it is fuf-
ficiently evident, that thelevel furface juft mentioned, is
well calculated for making a canal, for the purpofe of an
inland navigation from the upper parts of Annandale to
the Solway Frith ; and it is no lefs true, that fuch a ca~
nal might be executed at a very moderate expenfe, as it
would require few, if any locks. That many advantages
would arife to the country in general, from an improve-
ment of thisnature, is obvious. In particular, the in-
land part of Annandale might, by this trad, be fupplied
with coals, and with lime, for manure, &ec., of both
which, the carriage by land from the coaft is exceeding-~
1y expenfive and tedious. Wood, iron, flate, and a va-
riety of other neceflary articles, which are imported,
might alfo be carried at a much eafier rate, than they
now are; and the time confumed in land carriage, might
be employed in enclofing, and otherwife improving the
country, a great part whereof having been common,
though lately divided, remains flill in an uncultivated
ftate. It is therefore to be hoped, that when peace is
re-cftablifhed, and credit has attained its former ftability,
the propofal for fuch a canal may be attended to, and en-
couraged by every man of landed property in the neigh-
bourhood, efpecially as the late truly patriotic meafure,
fo long defired, of permitting coals to be imported duty
free, muft create a great demand for them ; and if the
conveyance into the interior parts of the coyntry was, at
the fame time, rendered more eafy, the prefent wafte of
time, in the cafting and drying of peat, might in a grm
meafure be avoided and prevented

Stipend, School, Poor, &c—Mr. Macrae of Holmaing
Cim
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is the patron of this parifh. The ftipend was augmented
about 24 years ago, fince the fettlement of the prefent
minifter, and is now 741. Sterling a-year paid in money.
There is alfo a legal glebe adjoining to the manfe, which
was excambed for the old glebe, lying in the parith of
Little Dalton, where the manfe was alfo fituated, almoft
2 miles from the church. This being found extremely
inconvenient, an excambion took place about 30 years
ago ; and a new manfe was then built, and a glebe laid
out at a fmall diftance from the church.—The fchool-
inafter has the legal falary of 100 merks; he teaches
reading, writing and arithmetic.—Only 1 indigent per-
fon ftands upon the roll; which is very fortunate, as
the want of 2 weekly colletion, occafioned by the pecu-
liar circumiftances of the parifh, would prevent the ne-
ceflitous from receiving any other fupport, except what
arofe from the charitable difpofitions of their neigh-

‘30111‘5.

- Agriculture, &e.—Improvement of the foil has made
a confiderable progrefs in this parifh within thefe laft
20 or 30 years. The contiguity to, and application of
lime as a manure, has much contributed to this defirable
purpofe ; many enclofures have alfo been made ; feveral
tracks of common and barren land brought into culture ;
and the appearance of the country in general greatly
altered for the better. Oats and barley are principally
raifed, and a fmall quantity of wheat, which requires
rather a ftronger foil. Potatoes are cultivated with
great fuccefs ; and the crops of grain are much more
than fufficient for the confumption of the inhabitants,
who do therefore export aud fell the overplus. Some
turnips are alfo planted every year in the drill -way,

which,

1
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which, being regularly hoed and cleaned, are a good
preparation for an enfuing barley crop. There are no
manufe@ures carried on in this parith. The valuation.
is 3423 merks, Gs. 8d. Scots ; the real rent about 170¢l.

Sterling. The extent, as aecarly as can be computed, is

4500 Scots acres.

Mifcellansons Obfervations.—The number of horfes
may be about 120, moffly bred in the parith. The
gnantity of black cattle cannot e eafily afcertained, as
the owners are often buying and felling ; they are, how-
ever, almoft the only ftock raifed, as no more than 3 or
4 farms keep any fheep. The people rear a confi-
derable quantity of fwine, which are very profitable.
The rates of thofe articles correfpond entirely with thofe
mentioned in the accounts of the parithes of Ruthwell
and Cummertrees adjoining ; as do alfo fervants and
labourers wages. Oat meal and oats 3re fold at Dum-
fries market, and frequently fhipped for the port of
Greenock. The whole barley raifed, except a fmall
portion for home-confumption, is exported to Liverpool.
—The new made turnpike-road from Annan to Dum-
fries runs through a fmall corner of the fouthern part
of the parith. The other roads are kept in repair by
the compofition for the ftatnte-labour.—No ancient edi-
fices, or natural curiofities, are to be met with in this
parith. A tower or fortalice, upon the lands of Hol-
mains, which was the feat of the anceftors of Mr. Car-
ruthers of Holmains, lately proprietor of that eftate,
and was a confiderable ftronghold before the union of
the crowns, is now fallen into a totel decay.—As there
are fundry mofles in fome parts of the parifh, peats are
univerfally prepared an wufed for fuel, which, as in

Vor. XIV. o other
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- other cafes, and when the weather is uncertain, require

much attention, and confume a great part of the people’s

time in the fummer feafon. This inconvenience will,

bowever, be in a great degree obviated, by the late a

" taking off the duty from coal imported ; and the people
of Dalton, being at no great diftance from the coaft,

' may now avail themfelves of this advantage.—The in-
habitants of this parith are in general of a good charac~
ter, quiet, regular and orderly. No erimes, of which
the law takes cognizance, have been committed for many
years. There are few or no Seceders,

NUMBER
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NUMBER VI,
PARISH or DOLPHINGTON.

{Covuxry or Pexsres, SYnoD oF LoTBIAN AND TWEEDs
DALE, PRESBYTERY oF BiGGar.)

Bj the Rev. Mr. Jous GoRpox.

Narme, Extent, &x.

I CAN form no conje&uvre from whence the name Dol
phington is derived. I only obferve, that the princi+
pal heritor of the parith bears in his arms a Dolphin
fith; but from what circumftance he received this armo-
rial bearing, I’ havé not heard. This parifh is fituated
in the E. eorner of the upper ward of Clydefdale, extend+
ing about 3 Englifh miles from E. to W', and about 24 from
S.to N., the great road from Edmburgh to Leadhills,

by Biggar, paffing through 1t.
STATISTICAL

y |
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STATISTICAL TABLE oF THE PaARisH oF DOLPHINGTON.

Population, according .
to Dr. Webfter in
in 1755, 303
In 1991, 200
Average of births for
10years, preceding
1791, - $
Males, - 104
Females, - 99
Under 10 years of age, s0
20, - 26
' 30 - 48
42, - 19
50 - 22
6o, - 20
70, - 10
8o, - © 3
Above 80, = - 2
Families, - 52

Seceders, &c. -
Twins born in laft z0

years, - 3
Proprietors refiding, o
Non: refiding, - 3
Clergyman, - X

“Tailors, -

Schoolmafter, - 4

Farmers above gol. a
year, -

Ditto under sol. x

Innkeeper, -

Smith, -

Mafon, -

Carpenters, -
eavers, -

Shoemakers, -

O O hth MW M M H

Miller, .
Male farm fervants,
Female ditto, -
Flax-drefler, -
Poor on the roll,
Capital of their

funds, - L. 260
Annual income, L. 16
Young perfons tanght

Englith annually,

from 20 to 30
Apprentice to Carpenter, 1
Ditto to Smith, - x

- 2
WO = WV M

There may be in this parith about 130 milch cows,
and 105 young cattle; about 4§ horfes for plough and
cart. There may be from 12 to 18 young horfes reared
snnually. The fheep of all kinds may amount to xoco.
The valued rent, in Scots money, is 850l ; the real rent may

be
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be 6ool. Sterling. The exports are butter, cheefe, lambs,
old fheep, wool, meal, bear, 8c. The caufes of the de-

creafe of population in this parith, may be thefe : For-

merly this parifh was divided into fmall farms, and each

farmer kept feveral cottagers; but now the farms are

much enlarged, and the farmers, at leaft many of them,

feem to have tmbibed a ftrong prejudice againft all cot-

tages, pulling down fome of them every year. Another

caufe of this decreafe in population, may be the want of\
fuel ; the parifh affording no peat, and the coal, at the

diftance of near 8 miles, very high priced at the hill, and

geaerally very bad in quality, which makes fuel a dear

article to the poor *.

Seil, Agriculture, 8c.—The foil of this diftri& is for
the moft part of a light black mould, with a clofe red
clay, and tilly bottom, which makes it generally very
wet, and the crops late in harveft. To remedy this, the
farmers, for the moft part, fow early oats, commonly
called Carnwath oats, and fome barley oats, which are
ftill earlier than the former, but they muft be fowed up-
on fine rich land, otherwife they produce but a fcanty
crop. Yet, after all, from its local fituation, and a large
mofs to the eaftward, the early frofts in Auguft and Sep-
tember, oft times, in one night, blaft all the hopes of the
moft induftrious hutbandman, by deftroying his crops.

The farmers, in general, are induftrious. They plant
a confiderable quantity of potatoes; they likewife fow
as much grafs-feeds and turnips as they can, which ge~
nerally very well repay their labour. There are about

200

® The price of labour and vivres of all kiads, umuchtheﬁnu, aig
the furrounding ymnmofnunﬁre Kirkurd, &c,
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neo acres of enclofed lands in the parith; the reft i3 alt
open. Enclofing land in this parifh becomes a very ex<
penfive and difficult bufinéfs, as thotn hedges canpot b
reared for fences, and ftones are not to be got for building
them.

Church, Manfe, Stipend, School, &c.—Thé church un-
derwent a complete repair in the year 186, being then al-
moft rebuilt. It is,” at prefent, in good repair, and a de<
cent place of worthip. The manfe was built in 15%0,
but in fuch a fuperficial manner, that it has been under
the neceflity of being repaired feveral times fince it was
built, at a very confiderable expenfe to the heritors ; and,
after all, it is but an indifferent houfe: damp, by being
placed too near a bog ; iriconvenient, being near half 3

“mile from the church.

As the parith is fmall, fo tlie ftipend is equally {mali,
being no more than 441. 8s. 104d., with 0 merks Scots, '
‘for communion elements. The teinds feem to be exhaufts
ed. This is a ftipend by far too {mall, as times now go,
for the fupport of any clergyman. The glebe contains
about 8 acres, which may rent from 6l. to 41. annually®.

# Tam forry to fee, that the clergy have loft their bill in Parliament.
Y tnink ne wuded intercht have not behaved with all that generofity that
might have been expe®ed, in fir oppofing and defeating the juft claims
of a very ufeful fet of men. 1 mean the poor opprefled and too much de-
{pifed fchoolmafters, and now oppofing the clergy in a thing where, I ap-
prehend, their intereft was not much to be affe@ed. By looking into the
a&s of the General Aflembly, in the year 1750, 1 find the amount of the
whole flipends in Scotland, to be only 50,26°1. 158, §d. fo-12ths.; and
that the tithes, not affc@ed by minifters ftipends, may amount to near
. 60,000l. Sterling : So at that period, the clergy had not the one half of
the tithes, How far a new divifion of parifhes, or, at leaft, the cutting off
fowe places from large parifhes, and anncxing them to {maller, and, by
‘ this
I
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William Brown, Efg. of Dolphington, about the year
3650, mortified 4 acres of land for the behoof of the
fchoolmafter of the parith, on which land a2 good dwell-
ing-houfe is now built. The faid William Brown alfo
mortified 1000 merks Scots, the intereft of which was to
be paid to the fchoolmafter, for educating poor {cholars ;
the naming of faid fcholars to be by the faid William
Brown, and his heirs : He likewife, at fame time, morti-
fied 200 merks, the intereft of which was to be paid to the
poor of the parih. Laftly, the forefaid William Brown
mortified 2 acres of land to the minifter ferving the cure;
but this laft mortification has not been poffeffed by the
minifter fince the Revolution. The late Mr. John
Bowie, minifter of Dolphingtan, in the year 1759, mor-

tified and difponed a farm lying in the parith of Dunfire, -

prefently renting 271. 12s. yearly, free of all burdens, to
the minifter and kirk-feflion of Dolphington, to be dif-
pofed of in the following manner; viz. 100 merks to the
fchoolmafter for teaching 20 poor {cholars, and no more,
the naming of faid fcholars to be by the kirk-feflion ;
100 merks for educating any lad of a remarkably bright
genius, to be allowed him for 6 years, and no longer ; or,
failing any lad of this defcription in the parith, the faid
100 merks is to be applied to pay apprentice fees; so
merks for buying bibles, pfalm books, &¢. to poor fcho«
lars; or failing them, to be applied to any other chari-
table purpofe the feflion fhall judge moft proper; so

' merks
thefe means, bringing both the labours and livings nearer to a Prefbyterian
equality, may bhe pra&icable, I'think, deferves due confideration; for un-
lefs fomething be done to meliorate the fitnation of many of the clergy,
who bave only fmall parifhes, and, what is fill worfe, whofe tithes are
exhaufted, and confequently can claim no augmentation, they will be-
come net only defpifed in their refpe@ive parifhes for their poverty, but
pheir farmilics muft fecl the greatet diftrefs,

4|
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merks to the minifter, with all the other profits arifing
from faid lands, to compenfate him for his care and
trouble as fa&or and principal manager.

This parith has the honour of giving birth to fome
eminent men, particularly to the late Principal Leeche
man of the uuiverfity. of Glafgow, fo well known in the
literary world ; the account of whofe life having been fo
lately publifhed, fuperfedes the neoeﬂ'lty of my giving
any further account of him.

Mifcellancous Obfervations.—There are not many re-
mains of antiquity to be found in this parith. I have
only obferved the following : On the top of 2 hill, near
the middle of the parith, are to be feen the remains of a
camp, or fortified place. It enclofes near 4 acres of
ground, and feems to have been ftrongly fortified with a
wall of earth, end a8 broad deep trench cut out.of the
rock, for the whole top of the hill is a rock. It likewife
feems to have had fome ftrong out-work, particularly on
the corners, where the hill was moft eafy of accefs. But
there is not the {malleft veftige of any ftone-houfes, or o-
ther permanent buildings having ever been ere@ed with.
in the fortifications. I have been told by Tome of the
oldeft people in the parifh, that there was once to be feen
the appearance of a refervoir for holding rain-water, for
a fpring it could not have, without going to a very great
depth ; and that this place ufed to ftand full of water af-
ter any great rains, but is now almoft filled up. If one
might hazard a conje&ture, I fhould fuppofe, that this
place was never ufed as a ftanding military camp, or fta-
tion, but rather as a place of fecurity, for driving the
cattle to, in any fudden emergency. This country, of old,
was much expofed to the incurfions of the borderers from

Aanpandale,
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Anmsndale, who ufed to come and plunder the country,
and drive away the cattle ; and it is natural to fuppofe,
that the people wauld endeavour to fecure their cattle,
by fome means or other.

I am led to conje&ure, that this was the principal
defign, not only of this, but likewife of many other places
of the fame Rind, fituated on the tops of the hills in this
country, from this circumftance, that abont 2 miles to the
S., thiere is anather place which goes by the name of the
Kip. This kip is fituated upon the higheft part of ano-
ther hill, and kias 2 moft extenfive profped all over the
country, particularly to the N.E. It is compofed
of 2 row of very large ftones, which muft have beea
brought from fome confiderable diftance, as the hill af- .
fords none. Thefe ftones are placed in a circular form,
of about §o0 or 60 paces in circumference, and the middlé
fpace filled with {mall ftones and gravel. This place I
take to have been intended as an alarm tower, where
fires ufed to be lighted to alarm the country, in cafe of
any fudden invafion. As this place is within fight of
Tintock Hill to the S. W., where another place of the fame
kind feems to have been raifed, and as it is alfo within
fight of anether a good way to the N. E., and that other
in fight of Dunbar, and-the eaftern coaft, fo, by lighting
fires from one place to another, in the {pace of a few
bours, the cogntry could be 2larmed from the borders of
England to the Forth, and fo on.—In feveral parts of this
parith, ftone coffins, full of bones, hawe been difcovered ;
particularly im one place, the farmer, in levelling and
&raighting his ridges, came with the plough upen a re- .
gular burying-ground, containing a great number of
fone coffins of all dimenfions, from children to full grows
men, Thefe coffins were not of one ftone, but of feve-

Vor. XIV. P 1a}
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ral pieces, fet upon their edges, and covered vv.igb one
above : Nor did they contain any thing but bones, and
thefe almoft reduced to duft. When the church was
repairing in x786, the mafons, in clearing the foundation of
the north wall, difcovered a perfon that had been buried
within church, not in the ufual way, lying E. and W.
but N. and 8., covered with a large ftone, on which was
cut, in a rude manner, the form of a big two-handed
‘word, without letters, or any other figures, but nothing
elfe ; his bones feemed to be uncommonly large. '

NUMBER
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NUMBER VIIL
PARISH ofr ABDIE.

(CountY AXD SYNOD oF FIFE; PRESBYTERY oF CUPAR.)

By a Friend to StATisTICAL INQUIRIES.

Name, Surface, Chmate, &c.

NO fatisfalory account can be obtained of the narhe
of this parifh. It is probable, however, that it
is of Celticorigin. The extent of this parifh is confider-
able; but, from the circumftance of its being feparated
by the intérvention of other parifhes, into 3 parts, it is
not eafy to afcertain its precife length and breadth. It
is fituated between Abernethy and Monimail on the S. of
the river Tay, in the heart of the range of high lands,
which, to weftward, is known by the name of Ochil
Hills. The middle part, where the church and manfe
are placed, is larger than either of the other two parts,
sad is bounded onr the W. and S. W. by Newburgh; on
Pa the
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the N. by the Tay ; on the N. E. and E. by Dunbog and:
Flikk ; on the S. E. by Monimail ; on the S. W. by Col-
Ieflie. The E. part of the parifh is bounded on the W,
N. W. and N. by the Flikk ; onthe N E,, E. and S. E.
by'Criech ; and on the S. and 5. W. by Dunbog. The
W. part is bounded on the E. by Newburgh ; on the N..
By Newburgh and Abernethy ; on the W. sud S. by A~
bernethy. Dunbog.on the E. and Newburgh on the W.
lying thus in the bofom of Abdie, favour the tradition of
their forming, at fome diftant period, parts of thet pa-
rithe  No traces, however, of the di:junéion of Dunbog.
can now be difcovered ; but the curious asticle, at the
bottom of the page,. confirms the tradition refpeing

Newburgh *.. ‘
The

- % Apud Holyroodheufe, gtio. dic menfis Pebruarii 633 years. Anent
‘the fupplication prefented-to the commiflioners for the furrender of teinds.
for Mr. David Orme, minifter ar Newburgh, making mention, that where
the kirks of Ebdic and Newburgh have been feparat-thefe manie years by-
pat, by a& of fynodal affemblie, fpecial confent of the patron, gentlemen-
of the parochin; and all others parties having interes for the time, for ma.
nie grave and weighty reafons contained in the forefaid a&, and likewife,
feeing his majeftic has prefented the fapplicant to the kirkof Newbargh,
where he prefently ferves the cure, by virtne of his Heines’s prefentation
and the Bitbop of St. Androis admiffion, and collation thereupon ; and
fe ing the faid commiflion are now fettling an maintenance and provifian
for the kirk of Ebdie; humbly defiring therefor the faids commiffionors:
to ratfy the faid feparation, like as at mair length is- centcined in the
fupplication : qubilk being read, heard and confidered by the commiffion-
ers ; and they having likewife h-ard Mr, Andrew Murray minifter at Ebdie,
and the faid fuppliant, who were perfonadly prefent ; hereupon, and being:
well advyfit, with all that was propofed and allcgit by them heiranent,
the Lords; and others of the commiffion; for the furrender aad teinds; with
confent of the [aids twa minifters,-and heritors prefent, hes ratified, and
be the tenor heirof, fatifies the a&above written ; whereby the faid kirk of*
. Newburgh is feparat fram the kirk of Ebdie; and declares the fame to be
an feparat kirk be itfell in all time coming; without prejudice always to-
the faid Mr. Andrew Mursay of his right of patronage of the faid kirk, as-
accords of law
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The face of the country, in all parts of the parifh, par.
ticularly towards the E. and W. extremities, is remarka
ably uneven. The quantity of arable land, however, is
probably not lefs than in any equal extent of furface.
throughout the whole length of the Ochil Hills. From
the free circulation of air among thefe hills, and the pre-
vailing drynefs of the foil below, the climate, in moft
parts of the parith, proves very falubrious. The fituation
of the minifter’s manfe is, perhaps, as unfavourable to
health, as any other houfe in the parifh; for it flands
elofe by a lake of confiderable extent in low and wet
ground.

Hills, Woods, Rivers, Lakes, &c.—Of the many hills
in the parith, 2, Clatchart-Crag and Norman’s Law, are
semarkable ; the one for its abrupt precipitous front,
the other for its height. Abdie is bare of wood, there
being only one confiderable fpot in the whole extent of
the parith planted with trees. It is to be hoped, how-
ever, that the proprietors will be induced to convert the
inarable fummits of fome of the hills to ufe and beauty,
by covering them with wood. The grounds, in many
places, require fhelter ; and there is good reafon to be-
lieve, that the feveral fpecies of fir plangéd in the neigh-
bourbood with fuccefs, will thrive in the high lands of
Abdie. No river runs through this parith: It is, not-
withftanding, well watered. It contains feveral lakes or
lochs, the principal of which, in point of largenefs and
beauty, is the loch of Lindores: this is a fine fheet of
water in the middle divifion of the parifh, of nearly a
mile in length, and of unequal breadth: It belongs ta
Ms. Simfon of Brunton. Its perch and pike, its ducks

and
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and other water fowls, contribute to the amufement of
the gentlemen in the neighbourhood, whom the proprie-
tor politely admits to the privilege of fithing and fowling,
Were the rifing grounds, with which this lake is fur~
rounded on all fides, covered with plantations, difpofed in
a proper manner, a profped, it is belicved, would be fur«
nithed not inferior, in point of beauty, to thofe prefented
by lakes, which have attraited much notice, and acquired
celebrity. Ill fupplied, as the country at prefent is, with
wood, no traveller, in pafling along the road which leads
from Cupar to Perth, can furvey the loch of Lindores,
when it opens at once en his view, without being both
furprifed and pleafed. The fmall wood of Wood-Mill,
juft fhowing its northern extremity on the S. W., the
manfe, church, and church-yard, ftanding folitary on the
W., and the old manfion-houfe of Old Lindores, with the
trees that furround it on the N., have a very fine effe@.
Taken altogether, they juftify the following lines occa-
fioned by the death of the late minifter, Mr. Millar *.

¢ >Tis not the fite ti_mt fixes my regard,
Nor lake, nor grove, nor hills, infpire the bard :

Thougb.

# Short biographical fketches, it is believed, are not foreign from the
defign of this work. Refpeét for the young man, whofe death the epiftle
laments, prompts his friend and neighbour, to preferve his memary in this
more lating and public manner, aod to fay, Mr. Millar was, from ear-
Ty life, diftinguifhed for fedatenels, application and engaging manners: he
eofficiated as aflitant picacher at Perth with much approbation.: he was
weceived with cordiality as minifter of Abdie: he performed his duty among
his people with diligence and credit.  But, o it pleafed God, he died
in the beginning of the sth year of his miniftry, in the 28th year of his
age. A monvment is ere@ed over his grave, with proper infcripdons by
his father, Mr. Millar, mini@es of Inchture.
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" Though nature here might warm a Thomfon’s lay,
Or a Salvator Rofa’s powers difplay ;
And richly grants, as genius may choofe,
Helvetian manners, and Helvetian views ;
Another hour may note the varying face
Of vale and mountain, and their beauties trace ;
Our morning walks renew and frequent ftand,
To mark that Abdie is a Switzerland.”

Antiquities.—If gentlemens feats uninhabited, negleéted,
or in ruins, may be included under this article, the parifh
of Abdie has many antiquitics, there being 8 manfion-
houfes in it, Den Mill, Dea Muir, Kinnaird, Ayton,
Lindores, Wood Mill, Berry Hole, Ormxfton, either to=-
tally deferted, or inhabited by tenants.’ The manfion
houfe of Kinnaird, mentioned by Sibbald as a large new
houfe, is nowin ruins. The manfion-houfe of Den Mill,
built 1679, is in the fame ftate, and thows the hgvock of
time, and the more wafteful and deplorable fteps of ad-
verfity, fupinenefs and neglect, Indeed, while one looks
around him in the parifh of Abdie, and marks the man.y
halls now filent, which, in a former century, were the
feats of hofpitable feftivity and joy, he finds fome diffi-
culty in adnuttmg, that Scotland is, at prefent, in a ftate
of higher improvement than it had attained in any for.
mer period. The antiquities of Abdie extend beyond
the zra of the feats now mentioned. On the fummit of
Clatchart Crag, are the evident veftiges of a fortifica.
tion, or place of ftrength. Sibbald fays it had been a
ftrong caftle. Traces of fortifications on a larger fcale,
are more vifible on the top of Norman’s Law, which,
from the fituation, and height, and name, one is led to con-
fider as either the work of fome of the northern invaders

or
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wor as a place of firepgth and obfetvation..occaﬁonedby
their hoftile vifits *. .

-~

Population.—According to Dr. Webfter’s report, the
aumber of fouls in 1755, was 822. Since 1789, no ex.
ad& account of the parifh has been taken. The minifter’s
roll of that year contains 494 of all ages. The decreafe
of population muft be accounted for, from the enlarge-
ment of farms, from diminithing the cottagers, from the
pon-refidence of the principal heritors.

-
Agriculture.—~The farmers of this parith pra@ife the

fame modes of labouring the fields, and cultivate the fame
kinds of crops, which ‘have been repeatedly defcribed in
the

® Near the village at Lindores, are pointed out the fuppofed remains of
a cattle, faid to have belonged to the celebrated M‘Duff, Thane of Fife.
“Tradition adds, that in the view of its being demolifhed, much of the plate
and wealth of it were caftt into an adjoining lake, ftill known by the name
«of the Sillar Lake. Attempts have been made to conneét thefe traditions
with fcenes immortalized by Shakefpeare, in his tragedy of Macbeth, But
M*Duff, like Wallace, and other favourite charaéters, has had too many
places of refidence afigned him by the fond admiration of his countrymen.
At no great diftance from the church, and on the way to it from the Ab-
bey of Lindores, there are & few ftones called the Licker-Stones: Anti~
quaries have conjectured licker to be a corruption and contra@ion of lec~
turer, and with much thow of probability have obferved, that formerly,
when Bibles were fcarce, and the capacity of reading them was confined
to a few, the people might affemble at fuch flones to hear the fcriptures
pead to them. Not many yards N. W. of the Licker Stones, and nearer
to the abbey, is a rifing ground called the Teind Know ; at which, tra-
dition reprefents the ecclefiafticks belonging to the abbey, colleting the
teinds, or tithes. A little farther N. on the grounds of Den Mill, and in
full view of the manfion houfe, appears the Witch Tree, 3 large fpreading
plane, of more than one century, which, had it fallen under the obferva-
Rion of alate traveller, might have faved the county of Fife from one of
his hatty milreprefentations.
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the Ratiical accounts of neighbouriag parithes: like
their neighbours they have meliorated the foil by their
improvemients; and much fncreafed the annual returns of
grain. On one farm containing a confiderable quantity
of loew grownd, adjeining to the Tay, and fubjefted for-
merly to the tides, the tenant, d young mian of laudable
enterprife, and perfevering induftry, has, ina great mes-
fure, excluded the tides; by ranning a bank of earth along
the whole length of his fields patallel to the river ; his
retarns are nearly double. There are examples of fimi-
lar exertions and improvements in the neighbourhood ;

" and one cannot help faying; Are not fuch men entitled to
attention, at the expiration of their prefent leafes? The
fubje& of embanking, to which this Article hasled, is &
very ferious and important one on the fides of the Tay.
The ciirrent of the river, alas ! gradually wears away

" many acres of the fineft foil in this part of the country.
Within the tnemory of fome perfons living, whole ficlds
have beet wiafhed away, and thefe depredations have much
increafed fince the tunning out of fone heads on the op-
pofite fide, for the purpofe of prote@ing the lands be-
longing to the eftate of Etrol. The farms are 28; 6
confiderably larger; 22 of different extent and value,
wrought by about 6o ploughs : two horfe-ploughs are
moft in ule. Some farmers ufe axen in the plough:
Moeft of them rear occafionally black eattle, and dsmght
borfes for fale.

There are no fheep-farms, properly fo called, withia
the parilh, though feveral of the farmers keep fmall
flocks of fheep, as in the contiguous parifbes, for paftu-
ting their high grounds, amouating; in whole, to about
G foorés. Formerly; the number of fheep was much
greater, and the mapagement of them more carefully

Vor. XIV. Q ftudied

-
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fludied. Were the grounds fubjeted to agriculture,

properly enclofed, the farmers might return to the prac.

tice of keeping greater flocks, as many parts of the parifh -
feem well adapted for fheep-fields. What fpecies fuc-

ceeds beft, cannot be certainly affirmed, as no proper ex~

periments have hitherto been made. Notwithftanding

the evident and acknowledged improvements and melio-

ration of the foil, ftrangers coming from the valley in

which Cupar ftands on the E., or from Strathearn from

the W., muft confider Abdie as i a ftate of inferior cul-

tivation. Allowance, however, ought to be made for the

untowardnefs of a hilly country ; and they are here in- -
formed, that the farmers have little accefs to the quick~
ening example and animating influence of proprietors. Of
10, the number of heritors, only 1 refides on his grounds,
whofe fields have of late become highly improved.

Trade in Stomes.—~Since the year 1788, 3 quarries
have been opened on the rifing ground immediately
S. of the town of Newburgh, at which the rock is
cut into pavement for the ftreets of London. From 32
to §0 quarriers and cutters are employed in this work :
as the demand for the ftones increafes, there is reafon to
conclude, that the number of hands will be augmented,

. The ftones are fhipped at the fhore of Newburgh, and
" carried to London chiefly by the veflels employed: in the
falmon trade. - Already the returns amount to between
gool. and 6ool. Sterling. .

Ecclefigftical State, School, Peor, &c.~~The parifhi is
at prefent vacant. Earl Mansfield is patron. The church
is an old narrow building, low in the walls, and poorly
lighted. The manfe is lately repaired, amd tolerably

. commodious.

o

6
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emmodious. . - The flipend confifts’ of 553 bolls bear;
62 oats 5 zo-, oat meal, and 10l. §s. Notwithftand-
ing its near neighbeurhood to Auchtermuchty and New-
bargh (fee Statiftical Accounts of thefe parithes),- there
are few feparatifts from the church of Scotland in Abdie.
Perhaps obfervation of the ill confequences erifing from
the levity, inconfiftency and folly of too many /in thefe
parithes, has: contributed to confirm the bulk of the
people in their adherence to the Eftablithed Church, and
refpe for its minifters.—The fchoolmafter’s falary is
4l. 10d., 3 bolls bear, 3 bolls oats, 2 houfe and {mall gar.
den. In fummer, the number of fcholars is about 305
in winter 40. They are taught reading, writing, arith.
metic and Latin.—The ftock for the poor is about 600l.
Sterling ; the refult of legacies, colle@ions at the church
doors and ather cafualties. * The neceflitous are few, and
faficiently cared for and affifted. :

CharaGer ~Peaceablenels of difpofition, and fimplicity
of mamners, have long been regarded as diftinguithing
features in the chara@er of the inhabitants, They who
know them {peak warmly of their kindnefs and civilities,
and praife their perfevering induftry. More detached than
ether parifhes, in which there are large villages, or towns,
from intercourfe with firangers, they retain the modes of
thinking and aling of their. fathers: If, therefore, they
have not the vivacity, neither exhibit they the artful-
sefs of the prefent times.

ddvantages and Difadvantages.—The proximity of the
port of Newburgh is favourable for the exportation, or
ready. fale of the grain. Cupar, Auchtermuchty, and
Newbusgh, are matkets at hand for their cattle and

Q2 fheep.
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fheep. Its various lakes, and the fireams iffuing from
them, render Abdie an eligible fituation for maltfters,
manufa@urers, bleachers. That it is well adapted for
that kind of machinery that is moved by water, appears
by the mills at prefent working in. the parifh: they are
meal mills 5; fulling mills 2 ; lint mills 3. On confider-
ing thefe Clrcumﬁmces, and thc vicinigy of the pepulous
towns named above, one may well be furptifed that no
manufa&urmg work of any extent has yet been eftablith.
ed in Abdie. The fituation and command of water is
inviting, materials are at hand, and labourers would not
be wanting.—Good is balanced here with fome evil. From
the unevennefs of the grounds, many places are diffrcult
of accefs; the roads are in bad repair; forse of the
marthes cannot be eafily drained ; the harveft on the
high grounds is often late. By the induftry of the inha-~
bitants, the examples and improvements of the age, and
the police of the country, many of the difadvantages.that
now prefs upon our obfervation, may be removed at fome
future period; but the hills, and coldnefs, and difficulty of
accefs to many places, muft remain. And from the pre.
fery ftate of property, there is little reafon to expe&t, thas
the gentlemen, in whofe hands it is placed, will foon re~
flore, and return to the feags of their predecefiors, to
fpread a portion of their wealth over the barrennefs of the
mountains, and to gladden the vallies with their prelence.

NUMBER
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NUMBER IX.
PARISH or FIRTH anp STENNESS,

(Countr a¥p Srvop or ORRNEY, PRESSYTERY OF
CarrsToN.)

By the Rev. Mr. Joux MaLcorx.

Extent, Surface, Sea-Coaft, Kelp, &c.

THESE united parifhes are fituated in the * maintand
of Orkney, having Kirkwall on the E., Orphir
on the 5, Stromnefs and Saadwich on the W., Harra
and Rendal on the N. The extreme length s about g miles;
the breadth various. The face of the parifhes, in ge-
neral, is not very agrecable,. owing to the many moors

. and Hilly ridges covered with heath and peat mofs to the
fommit, Some particular places, however, of both pa-
rifhes, are pretty agreeable, particularly about the Kirk
of Stennefs, and other places along the loch of that name.
‘The whole extent of coaft, in both parifhes, including the

fmali

® By geographers named Pomons.
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fmall iflands of Damfay, and the Holm of Grimbifter in
the bay of Firth, is about 10 miles. The fhores are low
and flat, which facilitates the labour, and leflens the ex.
penfe of making kelp. The tangle, or fea-weed, is cut in
fome places every other year, but more generally every
third year, for that purpofe : there being no tide-way
abont thefe fheres, the fea-weed grows more flowly than
in many other places. The quantity of kelp made an-
nually, is, at an average, about 8o tons ; the expenfe of
mgking it, aboyt 1l. 6s. the ton, (reckoning 24 cwt. to
the ton). Where the fhores are deeper, and the lsbour
greater, the expenfe is proportionably fo.

Sosl, Mode of Hq/bandr’, Szze of Farms, &c.—The
foil is various, in moft places fhallow, upon a tilly bot-
tom, or on rotten rock. In the inland part of thofe pa-
rithes, the foil is pretty deep, and rather of a moffy na-
ture. The beft land is near the fea on flat points, where
the foil is loamy. Oats and bear, both of a poor quali-
ty, are the only fpecies of graip raifed. The arable land
is always in tillage ; under the alternate crops of thefe,
ot where manure can be got in greater quantity, the ro;
tation is two crops of bear and onme of oats. With 2
or 3 excoptions, the fide plough only, with one ﬂxt, is
ufed. In a rich tender foil, it anfwers extremely well
for giving the laft ploughing for the bear crop; but
where the ground is ftrong or fony, it feems very im-
proper, efpecially in oatland. The returns, in middling
foil, and ordinary feafons, are fuppofed to be 3 of oats,
sod between 4 and § of bear. In general, the pat crop
turns to poor account. In a favourable feafon, the bear
crop is better than might be expefted, from the ftate of
hufbandry above defcribed. Potatoes are raifed by each

family
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fatnily for its ows confumption. They are generally fet af-
ter the plough, but hasid-hoed. Tlhie little time that can be
{pared from other work, caules 2 fmaller quantity tobe cul-

tivated than would be, were horfe-hoeing underftood. .

There being no limeftone here, or in the vicinity, and
very little fea-ware got'for manure, and even that of the
worft kind; the common manure is the dung of the
cattle, mixed with sthes and dry feal in the byres, which

is carried to the dunghill, and 1aid in alternate rows with

mofly turf. To increafe the quantity of athes, turf pa-
red from the moors, where there is fome mixture of peat

mofs with grit or clay, is burnt for fuel in the houfes,”

with a few peats. * Marl of different kinds is found ia
both parifhes, but litle of it ufed for manure, owing to
the difficulty of taking it up in rainy feafons, and perhaps
fill more fo to the little time many of the people can
fpare from working, and leading their mafters peats, and
partly to their ignorance of its value s a2 manure. Very
few of the farms exceed 12 or 13 acres of arable
land. A farm of 16 or 18 acres is confidered as a great
one ; and many of them are from 8 to 5. The ‘rents va-
sy confiderably, according to the quality of the land, the
opportunity -of rearing cattle, making butter, and other
Jocal circamftances. In 2 or 3 inftances, the rent is near-
ly 20s. the acre; but, in general, even good land does

not exceed 1¢s. or 12s., and in many places is far below

that rent t.
Labouring

¢ Ia digging up marl in Stennefs, ftags horns aud bones are fometimes
found. An inftance of this occurred lat fummer, and another about 4
years age.

t Wages, Prices, &c.—~A man fervant’s wages, in money and perquia
fites, are about 3L & year; a fervant girl’s about 1l, with a farmer. For
7 years patt, oast-meal has fold from 1s. 3d. to 28 the fone ; malt and

. " bear-
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Labowring Cattie, Sheep; &c.eHorfes only are ufed
for the plough. Thefe differ in fize and value with the
fize of the farms, and the ¢ircumftances of the farm.
ers. The higheft priced fell, at prefent; from 81. to gl. 3
the fmaller from sl. xcs. to 41. 104., whea young. A
great proportien of the horfes is brought from Strath-
naver, whea rifing 2 years oid, and fold st high prices.
Many of the beft are again fold when 4 or § years old,
to the Caithnefs people, at the Lammas murket. Moit
of the fermers in Stenne(s, and 2 few in Firth, keep each
& cart ox for carrying out the manure. Thefe axen feli
frem al. x0s. to 3l. Sheep are far from being numerous,
and probably not a tenth part of what they were 30 years
2g0 ; nor a twentieth of what, with proper care and ma-
nsgement, might be kept ia the extenfive ranges of hills
dividing thefe from the neighbouring parithes. Confider-
ing the prefent managoment, it is only farprifing, that
the breed is not utterly exterminated, They are vewer
herded, and feldom looked after, except for thearing, for
marking the lambs, or for the butcher, when they are
hunted down by dogs, and often fadly torn. In the winter
feafon, many of them gre carried off by the fea, or high
tides, from the fkerries, to which they refort to feed on
feasweed. The ewes very frequently produce twias;
but a great proportion of the lambs is devoured by
‘dogs, ravens and eagles. After the bear feed is Lid

~ down,

Jear-meal from 11s. to 165 the meil, (21§ ftone) ; cows from 1. 10s. to
al z08.; fheep from 4s. to gs.; fwine from s5. to 6s.; geefe 15 ; hens 4d.;
butter from 5d. to 6d. the mark, (14d. Ib. Euglifh) ; eggs 14d. the dozen ;
tiay and firaw from 6d. to 8d. the horfe load ; potatoes 3s. the'meil The
vicinity of Kirkwall and Stennefs gives a ready market for every article
the farmers have te difpofe of. At the latter place, thofe in the neigh-
bourhood often get far higher prices than the atove, when there is much:
fhipping in its harbour.
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down, the fheep are driven from the fhores to the hills;
the hill-dikes (as they are called), are flightly repaired;
but thefe earthen fences are feldom fit to-keep out horfes
and cattle, and far lefs thefe wild theep. Every perfon
is, by confequence, obliged to fet the dogs on them when
they approach his farm: And as, perhaps, moie than §
out of 6 of the farmers have no fheep of their own, it
may be eafily imagined, that the dogs are often allowed
to tear them to pieces.

Population.—According to Dr. Webfter's report, the
population in 1755, was 1108. The number of fouls in
both parifhes, at the beginning of the year 1793, was as
under:

Number of fouls, 1186 20 to 30 - 185
Males, - 580 30 to 40 - 170
Females, - . 606 gotoso, = 116
Under 10 - 369 soto63, - 79
10 to0 10, - 212 Above 60 - 5s

Masnners and Condition of the People.—-The people, in
general, are induftrious, when not deprefled by poverty,
and overburdened with fervices. Few of them can be
called rich ; but a very confiderable proportion of them
are tolerably comfortable in their circumftances. With
fo fmall farms, fuch as have numerous families muft be
poor. When the crop fails, or turns out but indifferent-
ly, feveral of them are greatly ftraitened. Of § inftances,
where twin children have been born withinthefe years, 3
ofthem were among the very pooreft people, and who re-
quired parochial collettions to affift them in getting them
norfed. In the winter feafon, the prefent circumftances

Vor. XIV. R of
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of the country afford the people here lefs opportunity for
exerting their induftry than could be withed, for their
" good, in every refpeft. In refpet of morals, the people
are pretty much on a level with their neighbours. As
to religion, they are all of the Eftablithed Church, and
happily ignorant of the controverfies on f{peculative

oints, and of the peculiar tenets of the feveral feéts,
whofe zeal for their own credenda, have occafioned fo
much unchriftian gnimofity in other countries. Some
years ago, feveral very decent people of the Quakers came
to this country, and the parithioners here attended them
with pleafure, as they afked nothing from them. But
after;avard, coming to the knowledge, that the Quakers,
obferve not the facraments, they were greatly amazed,
and anxious to know if they were Chriftians *.

The Poor.—There are, at prefent, very few begging
poor in thefe parifhes, feveral of them having died late-
ly. There is no fund for their fupport, except the col-
leftions at church, and thefe are exccedingly trifling.
Thofe whofe circumftances permit it, are charitable, not
only to the begging poor, but to families in diftreffed cir-
cumftances, and efpecially to fuch as are confined by
ficknefs

Difadvantages and Hindrances to Improvements.—
Thefe are owing partly to peculiar local circumftances,
and partly to the habits of the people. It would natu-
rally occur to a perfon, not thoroughly acquainted with

falts

* The parifhicners affembled at the kirk of Firth to hear the Qrakers;
who, not beginning their worthip or cxhortations immediately, were en-
treated by an old man to make haite, if they were to fay any thing, as thg
day was thert, and feveral of the prople had far to return home.
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f2&s and circumftances, to afcribe them to the finallnels
of the farms, and to the fhort leafes ufually granted by
the landlords. This, however, would be a rafh, perhaps
an erroneous decifion. The want of ftock at fetting up a
farm, or being obliged to fell off cattle for payment of
rent, difqualifies 2 man from doing jultice to his land ;
and one with § or 6 acres of land, has frequently a bet-
ter corn-yard than another in the fame field with 8 or g
dcres. That the longeft leafes in the prefent circumftan-
ces of the country, would be of little confequence, with
regard to improvements, may be admitted, in a place
where proprietors of farms, and which have been in their
families for feveral generations, obferve the fame mode
of hufbandry, and are neither better lodged, clothed, and
fed, than the tenants in the neighbourhood. Their feu-
duties, to be fure, are heavy. Their farms, perhaps,
have been feucd at the adtual rent, when the feus were
granted. But the rents of neighbouring farms have, in
fome inftances, been doubled ; and yet the tenants live
as well as the generality of thefe petty proprietors. Good
grafs is much wanted. All the cattle, except the milch-
cows, are turned out to the hills and moors, where
they make a fhift to preferve life, but are ftinted in their
growth ; and the queys are often § or 6 years old before
they have acalf. But there can be no grafs fown where
there are neither enclofures nor proper herding ; and to
leave land out of tillage, which has been in conftant tillage
for ages, produces only weeds. Befides the numbers of fmall
fwine that run at large from the time the corns are taken
in till the bear-feed for the enfuing crop be fown, root
up every grafs that might grow.

Ploughing after harveft is very unufual. Smzll as the

farms are, this occafions a throng of work in the fpring.
R 2 Should



132 Statiftical Account

Should any man be 8 or ro days behind his neighbours,
he will have woe enough in harveft. How foon the oats.
gre cut down, they are hurried into the yard. All the
cattle are left to their liberty; and he whofe corns are
unripe, muft cut them down, or expe to have them de-
ftroyed. By the middle of O&ober, hunger and cold
force home the half ftarved cattle from the hills ; the
hill-dikes are too weak to keep them out; and it is
equally impra&icable to poind thefe invaders, as to pre-
vent their incurfions. They muft be hunted with dogs
to the mountains, perhaps after a dozen of them have
run through fields of ftanding corn. The hopes of any
improvement, or better management, are very re-
mote. The great number of heritors concerned in one
piece of land, will be found a great bar to improvements-
whenever they fhall be attempted. I one town of land,
as it is called, confifting of about 6o acres, and with 8
farm-houfes, befides cottagers houfes, 11 heritors have an
intere@. A very few farmers derive fome confiderable
profit, by felling peats to the towns of Kirkwall and
Stromnefs : Others are obliged to fpend moft of the fum-
mer in cutting, winnowing, and leading peats to their land-
lords. But even thofe who are not bound to fuch fer-
vices, and who are not advantageoully fituated for pro-
fiting by this article, often fpend the beft past of the fum-
mer, about what fetches them 3 {mall trifle of money ;
when, in all probability, the fame time employed in dig-
ging and leading marl for their land would give them
vaftly more profit, though not fo immediate. But the
farm is negle&ted for a cow’s hide, and a few fhillings,
or a few ftone weight of meal, to help to maintain them
while employed in the peat mofs. The principal heritor
in Stennefs does not refide in the country. Hjs tenants

pay
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pay s money rent, and either the peats they were in the
ufe of putting into their mafter’s hands, or the price of
them, at their own option. They complain of the hin-
drance to their farming, and the injury to their horfes in
poor pafture, and bad roads, in cafe of rainy weather 3
and yet they choofe to pay the peats. Some of the people
in Firth declare they make no profit by this article, and-
yet go on in the ufual way, left their neighbours fhould
account them thriftlefs.

Many of the young people of each fex, with cottagers,
tailors and thoemakers, who are unemployed in fummer
in their handicrafts, are all employed in kelp-making.-

Tt is fcarcely poflible for a farmer to keep a man fervant, .

or even a boy, without allowing him a month or two of
the fummer to go to the kelp; at which work, in xdry
feafon, they make far better wages than the farmers can

afford. .
Nothing, however, contributes fo much to the hurt of
this place, as the refort of the Hudfon’s Bay Company’s
thips to Stromnefs, and their engaging lads from this coun-
try. A few lads returning with fome money, make ex-
cellent recruits for the Company’s fervice ; and the re-
port of 2 war makes great numbers folicit to go out te
their fettlements. The farmers fervants and fons leave
them, to fpend the prime of life in cold and drudgery in
the N. W. ; from whence fuch of them as are not inca-
pacitated by difeafes contra&ted there, return to be farm-
ers, their fkill in that line not improved by their abfence,
and their habits frequently not caleulated to make them fuc-
cefsful. Young men, who have learned any of the trades
needed there, have good wages, and often come home with
confiderable fums of money. But even they generally fet
up for farmers on their return; and in a few years, are
‘ commonly

|
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vommonly reduced to mean circumftances.  Young lads;
however, who have married before they have any ftock,
or can get {mall farms (as often happens), by going in-
to the Gompany’s fervice, are able to remit a trifle to
their families ; and when a man and his wife cannot live
in peace together, the parties and the parifh are relieved
from fuch difquiets, by the hufband’s retreat to the Hud-
fon’s Bay fettlements *.

Curiofities and Antiguities.~—In the parith of Stennefs
are feveral large creét ftones, fome ftanding fingle, and
others in confiderable number, and regular figures. The
greateft number is in a circular form, furrounded with
a pretty wide and deep ditch, of confiderable circumfe-
rence. Many of the ftones there are broken and fallen
down: Their fize is not large. The largeft ftand be-
tween the kirk of Stennefs and a caufeway over a narrow
and fhallow place of the loch of Stennefs. Four of thefe
form a fegment of a circle ; and it is probable there has
been a complete femicircle, as fome ftones broken down
feem to have ftood in the fame line. The higheft of
thofe now ftanding is about 18 feet above the level of the
ground. At a little diftance from thefe, is a {tone with

a hole of an oval form in it, large enough to admit a man’s
. head

# The want of flax is alfo a great difedvantage to this place. Were it
cultivated, and the fheep properly taken care of, there cannot be a doubt,
but thecircumftances of the people would be greatly meliorated. At pre.
fent, both wool and flax muft be bought at very high prices. A lint-
mill would be very ufeful, and a great encouragement to the raifing of
flax, were any confiderable proprictor to encourage the cultivation of this
ufeful article. But much good might be done by perfuading a few of the
moft fenfible farmers to fow fome flax-fred. The trifling expenfc of pur:
chafing a little {eed, and a hand brake, would opcrate as a premium. By
this practice, another advantage might be expcéted, viz. additional work
for the winter feafon, which would be for the benefit of the morals, a3
well as the intereft of the people.
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head ; from which hole to the outfide of the ftone, on
one fide, it is {lender, and has the appearance of being
worn with a chain.

Clofe by the above mentioned circle of ftones, are fe-
veral tumuli, evidently artificial, fome of them raifed
pretty high, of a conical form, and fomewhat hollow
upon the top. About half a mile from the femicircu-
lar range of flones, is another heautiful tumulus, confi-
derably larger than the former, around which has been
a large ditch. This laft is diftinguithed by the name of
Mefow, or * Mefe-how.

Guthrie mentions fome Roman fibule to have been
found in Stennefs.

Memorable Events.~In the neighbourhood of Gara
mifton, in the parith of Stennefs, in the fide of a peat-
mofs, are feveral heaps of earth, faid to be the graves
of thofe who fell in a fkirmifh, at what is called the
Battle of Summer{dale, or Bigfwell. The following is
reported to have been the occafion of this aftion. Up-
on the 18th of May 1529, in the reign of James V. John
Earl of Caithnefs, pretending fome right to Orkney,
came over with troops to feize it, landed at Howton, and
proceeded to Summerfdale in Stennefs, where they were
beat back by the Orkney and Shetland people into a place
called the Mofs of Big{wald, where the Earl and moft of
the people were killed, and the reft taken prifoners. Nums«
bers of their bones, and part of their clothing have been
dug up, which was black when firft got, but foon fell in-

i to

* In this country, how is of the fame import with knoll, or know, in
other partsof Scotlgnd, and is applied to elevatcd hillocks, whether ar-
tificial or patural,
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to duft, The Orkneymen were commanded by 2 Sir James
Sinclair, natural fon to Robert Earl of Orkney +.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—There are 4 tryfts in the
year for horfes and cattle, to the great convenience of
this
¢ It is faid, that the Earl of Caithnefs and Lord Sinclair were killed at
that fkirmifh; and that a ftone is yet to be feen, upon a green fpot in
Garmifton, near Bigfwald, which was placed over the grave either of
<he one or of the other. Wallace, in his account of the Orkneys, fays,
“ The Earl of Caithnefs aad the Lord Sinclair, came with a great army by
fea, into Orkney, to have taken poffeffion of it, as of a country to which they
pretended fome right ; but the people of the country, under the command
of Sir James Sinclair (natural fon to Robert Sinclair, the laft Earl of Ork~
ney of that firname), encountered the Earl with fuch courage, at & place
called Semmerfdale, that kis whole army was wholly difcomfited ; the
Earl himfelf, with 500 of his men being killed; and the Lord Sinclais,
with all the reft, taken prifoners.” Wallace adds, * poor Sinclair their
Yeader, drowned himfelf afterwards.”

The following refpite, in favour of Edward Sinclair, and others, for the
flaughter of the Earl of Caithnefs, found in a gentleman’s papers in Shet-
land, is a fufficient proof of thisfad. |

James, be the grace of God, King of Scottis, &¢. Wit ze we of oure
pec'ale grace, to have refpitt, fuperfedit and delayit, and be yir of. let-
teris in ye law, and be ye law fpe’alie refpittis, fupercedis, and delays Ed-
waid Sinciair of Strome, Magnus Siaclair of Werfetter, Johnni Sinclair of
Tollap, William Sinclair of Houfe, Olive Sinclair of Helura, and gene.
rally all and fundry uyeris perfoninis kynen{men, freyndis, affifta~
sis, adherentis, partakouris and complices wt ye faid Edward, and per.

fones above written, dwelland wt in ye yles of Orkney and Zet-.

land, being wt yame in cumpany at y© comitting of any crymes, and
art and part with yame yr intill in any tyme bygane befor y¢ day of ye dait
of yir prtls, fort art and part of y¢ convocation and gadering of our leiges,
in arrayit battle agains umqll Johnni Erle of Caithnefs, and for art and
part of ye flauchter of the faid Erle, and his freyndis, , and parta.
kours being we yame in company at y, tyme, and for all uyeris flauchte.
sis, mutilatiouns, opprefliouns, reiffis, for thot fellonies, treffonis, crymes,
tranfgreffiouns and offenfis quhatfumever comittit and done be yame or
2ny of yame, or in any uyer part, or place wtin or realm, in ony times

bygane
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this fide of the country, held in the parith of Firth. There
is likewife a flate quarry, but not much wrought at pre.
fent, and excellent flag, very ferviceable to thefe, and
part of the neighbouring parifhes, for roofing their houfes.
They are laid on loofe, covered with a little thatch, and
the whole kept tight by heath ropes. A road from
Kirkwall to Stromnefs, runs through thefe parithes;
which, though repaired every other fummer, where moft
needful, is, notwithftanding, very bad in winter. There
are two burns croffing this road, which ftand greatly in
need of bridges : The other burns croffing it have bridges
of ftrong planks of wood, properly fixed together. There
is a bridge at the ftrait, which joins the loch of Stennefs
with the fea, of large and ftrong logs of wood laid acrofs
the openings between the fione pillars. It has never been
properly finithed ; and, having ne railing at the fides,
yonng children aod weakly people run no fmall rikk of
being blown over, and drowned. For 2 miles above this
ridge, to a ftrait where there is a caufeway, the loch is
brackifh. Itextends up the country nearly § miles far-
ther, is of confiderable, though various breadth and
depth, and abounds with trout and eel. Swans frequent
this loch, and the Bay of Firth, in the winter feafon., In
this bay, excelleat oifters, and of a large fize, are found
in tolerable plenty; they are fold at 1s. the hundred.
Owing to the diftance from the open fea, and the avoca-

Vor. XIV. 5 tions

bygane before ye day of y¢ dait hereof. Trefoun in of own proper perfone
allenarlie, exceptit for y¢ fpace of nyntine yeres next to cum, efter yeday
of ye dsit of yir prths, to indure but ony revocatioun, ebftacle, impedi-
ment, or again calling quhatfomever, &c.

Marked thus on the bachk.—-One nynetene yeris refpitt to Edward Sin-
cler, and his accomplices, for y¢ flauchter of y¢ Erle of Cathpefs, &e.
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tions of the people, unavoidable in the fuammer manths,
fcarcely any fith are caughg. In the mopth of Novem.
ber, fome fillocks, or young cple fifh, are got; and thiy
is all the benefit, in the fithing way, derived from our fi-
tugtion on the fea coaft.

Rent, Stipend, &c.~1It is difficult, on account of the
numerous fervices, to afcertain the real rent with accu.
racy. It may be between sool. and 6ool. Sterling~—The
manfe is about §o years old, and has lately been repair-
ed. The ftipend is worth about Gol. at an average, ex;
clufive of the glebes.

NUMBER
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NUMBER X

PARISH of KILNINIAN.

(CouNTY AND SYNOD OF ARGYLL, PRESBYTERY AND
IsLanp o¥ MuLre.)

By the Rev. Mr. ARCHIBALD M¢ARTHUR,

Name, Situation, and Extent.

FVHIS parith, though of lirge extent, does not furnith
much matter for a ftatiftical account. It feems to

have got its naime from fome reputed faint, called Ninian, -
of whom tliere i3 now no tradition remaining in the place,
The form is a broad peninfula, lying N. W. from the.
ifthmus, where the large ifland of Mull is almoft cut into
4 nearly equal parts, by a deep bay from the Atlantie,
called Lochnankell, or Lochnarigaul, which penetrates.
into the country fo far; as to be fearce 3 miles diftant:
from the E. coaft of the ifland at Aros Bay, on the Sound
of Mull. In the inouth of LochnankeH lie the Iflands of
Ulva, Gometrs, Little Goleafay aad Staffa, all of which
- Sa are
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are inhabited, and belong to this parifh, together with a
clufter of fmall uninhabited iflands, called the lfles of Treif-
nith. Exclufive of all thefeiflands, excepting Ulva and Go-
hetra, this parifh is computed to be 18 miles long, and 12
miles broad, furrounded on all fides by the fea, excepting
at the ifthmus already mentioned, which, together with
Lochnankell, divides this from the parifhes of Torafay
and Kilfinichin on the S. To the W. of Kilninian are
the iflands Tiree and Coll ; the former at the diftance -of
about 6 or 7 leagues, the latter about 3 leagues from
land to land. At 2 much greater diftance to the N. are
{een the ifles of Canne, Rum, Egg end Muck ; and near-
er hand, is the point, or head land of Ardnamurchan, be-
ing the W. extremity of the main land of Scotland. To
the E. the Seund of Mull divides this parifh from that
of Morven. Inthe county cefs-book, the valued extent
of the parith of Kilninian amouats to 138 merks land, of
which only 65 have been furveyed, and found equal to
25,644 acres : So that the whole parifh cannot be much
below 55,000 acres of ground.

Surface, Sosl, and Agriowiture.~The general appetrance
of the iand is hilly, end thefe hills are, for the moft part,
covered with heath ; but there are 2o mountains of re-
markeble height. What is called arable land, lies, for
the moft part, near the thore. The more inland parts are
tolerable good pafture, intérmixed with a large propor-
tion of mofs and barren heath. The foil, in general, is
but barren, being a light reddifh earth, or a mixture of
mofs, with little depth, and much under water. The
fpots which deferve a mnere favourable defcription, are
in proportion, few dnd {mall. The Rate of agri re
is very backward, owing chiefly to the rugged face of the
ground, and forbidding nature of the climate. Very few

carts,
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carts, or even {ledges, are ufed. Some gentlemen have
begun to ufe the two-horfe plough, but hitherto rarely
without a goad’s man. The common crop is a very in<
ferior kind of oats, which the inhabitants call f{mall oats.
They begin fowing themx about the 20th of March ; and it
is the beginniag of O&ober, and fometimes later, before
they are ripe. The commeon return is 3 feeds ; of which
2 bolls go to make one of meal. Barley is fown sbout the
end of April, and is ripe about the middle or end of Au-
guft. It returns from 6 to 10 feeds; and when fown ia
old ground, manured with fea-ware, and laboured with
the fpade, it produces fometimes 16 fold. Potatoes are,
for the moft part, planted ia beds by the fpade, and make
the chief fubfifteace of the poorer fort, for 3 quarters, or
10 months of the year. The returns are various, accord-
ing to the manure and labour expended on them ; but
that they are far fhort of the returns from this root, in
other parts of Scotland, is evident from this circumftance;
that fome families; in this country, find it aeceffary to
plant from 30 to 40 barrels of them yearly, for their
own confumption. Till the late a&, obliging diftillers
of fpirits to take out a licenfe, the manufa@uring of
barley into whifky, was by much too common a prac-
tice in this couatry; but the number of ftills have, fince
that period, beea greatly diminithed, much to the advan-
tage of the country, and, it is thought, without any lofs
to the reveaue.

Climate, &c.—The climate of this ifland is very rainy;
and, socording to the general perfuafion, it has become
much more fo of late years, than formerly. Severe gales
of wind, from the W.and N. W. are frequent. Our
winters are, for the moft part, much more temperate and

mild,

~
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#ild then in the inland parts of Scotland. The ground
is feldom wholly covered with fnow ; nor are the frofts
of any long continuance ; but our fummers are often to
be complained of, as too rainy and cold, and of fhort ton-
tiuuance. Yet the climate; upon the whole, is not unfa.
vourable to health ; maiy perfons live to the age of be-
tween 80 and 9o, and a few have exceeded go years
who died in the prefent incumbent’s time. The moft
common diftempers are, colds; rheumstifms, and =
pain in the breaft; or pit of the ftomach; all of which
may, perhaps, be attributed to the poverty of diet
and clothing, not lefs -than to the moiftnefs of the
climate, as the riclier fort are lefs frequently troubled
with fuch complaines than the poor. The laft is fo com-
mon, as to have obtained, in their language, the name
of the part affefted, viz. beul a mhaothain.

Roads and Bridgés, &c.—The roads through this pa-
tifh are, in many parts, very bad, and the improvement
of them proceeds but flowly. This may be partly the
fault of proprietors, who pay much lefs attention to the
making of proper roads, than the importance of fuch im-
provement deferves. But the frequency of hills, great
or fmall, as alfo of rocks or moffes, which occur on moft
of the lines of roads in this country, is the principal ob-
firu&ion. The fund allowed, and the money colleGed for
roads and bridges, is fo difproportionate to the extent
and furface, and to the expenfe requifite for overcoming
thefe natural impediments, that it will take many, many
years, before they can be brought to any tolerable pers
feQion. At prefent, there is but one bridge in the whole
parifh, though there are many torrents interfe&ing the
roads, which a few hours of heavy rain will render im<
paffable, till the fky clears again. Another bridge is

now
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now begin to be built at Tobermory. But though we
are behind many of our neighbours in bridges and roads,
the people have, within thefe 30 years paft, made confi-
derable progrefs in other ufeful improvements, particu-
larly in enclofing ground, and building more comfortable
dwelling houfes, for which there is a growing tafte,

Lakes, Rivers, Coafts.—There are § lakes in the pa-
rith, all of them abounding with excellent trout. Our
rivers are not confiderable for the body of water ; yet,
at the mouth of 2 or 3 of them, 2 few fine falmon are
found in the fummer feafon. The fhores are, for the
moft part, high and rocky ;, yet not without many open-
ings and flats, in fome of which are found banks of fhell,
crumbled into fand, which is much unfed for manure. In
this, as in moft Highland countries, the cuftom is, to con-
fine cattle in folds during the fummer and autumn nights;
and the fpots thus manured, are called Tathfields. When
a tathfield is thinly ftrewed with this fand, in the month
of July or Auguft, it produces 4 or § crops of fuch oats

as are raifed here, and would give more, if followed fur-
ther ; but if a greater number of crops is taken, or if °
the fand has been l1aid on without a mixture of other ma- -

nure, it foon impoverithes the foil. The {mall tenantry
have fometimes, through ignorance or avarice, fo run out
ground, by fuch management, as to render it almoft per-
fe@tly ufelefs for many years thereafter. What is moft
remarkable in this fhelly fand, is, that, for a few years
after it has been laid on, daifies and white clover appear
in ground where they were never known before. On
the coafts of this parifh, fome ling, cod, fkate, mackerel,
flounder, lythe, feath, perch, dog-fith, &c. are found,
but not in any great quantities. The herring fometimes

appear
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appear at Lochnankell, but feldlom make any long ftay,
or are caught in quantities worth fending to market. Oar
coaft furnithes variety of fhell-fith, viz. oifters, lobfters,
crabs, fpoutfith, clam, limpets, wilks, 8&c. There are alfo
many otters, feals, porpoifes, befides moft of the fea-fowls
that are cotnmon on the weft cozaft of Scotland, whether
natives of this climate, or birds of paffage.

Harbours, Boats, and Ferries—The principal harbour
is Tobermory, at which a village has lately been ere&-
ed by the Britifh Society for improving the coafts.
North of Tobermory is the Bloody Bay, and S. of it the
Bay of Aros. Thefe 3 harbours are on the Sound of
Mull. Ong the weftern coaft of the parith are the Sound
of Ulva, the Bay of Soribay, Bru, or the Bay of Glack-
nangallan : All thefe are reckoned fafe anchoring ground.
On the Ifle of Gometra, are two harbours, one facing the
S., and one the N. ; and both reckoned fafe and good for
coafting veffels. Oa the N. fide of the parifh, are the
creeks of Laorin, Lorkmingary, Pollaach, Croig, and
Bay of Calgary, which laft opens toward Tiree. Inthe
whole parifb, there are not above 3 or 4 boats of a large
fize, which-carry coaftwifc for freight ; but fmall yawls,
‘for fithing near the fhorc, and other purpofes of convenien -
cy, arc very numerous. There have been, for fome years
back, fometimes 1, fometimes 2 packet-boats, which
run from Greenock to the village of Tobermory, calling
at the intcrjacent harbours: But as they are private pro-
perty, and have no encouragement from the public, the
time of their arrivals and departures muft depend on the
bufinefs that offers. Mr. M‘Lean of Coll has, at his own
expenfe, ‘eftablifhed another packet-boat, which goes re-
gularly once a week from his eftate in this parifh, to the

. 6 Ifland
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Fand of Coll, returning next day. The ferries from
this to the neighbouring parithes, are 2 to Morven, 1 to
Ardnamurchan, and 1 to the parith of Kilfinichen. The
cammunication with Tiree, and other iflands, is only by
occafional boats or veflcls.

Live Stock.—The live flock of the whole parifh, as
nearly as can be conjectured, without numbering them,
may be about 3000 head of black cattle, of all ages;
400 horfes, including mares and followers ; 4500 fheep of
the South Country kind, befides a confiderable number of
the fmaller Highland kind. '

Population, &c.—According to Dr. Webfter’s report,
the population, in 1755, was 2590. The total number
of fouls, according to a lift taken laft winter, amounts to
3281. Total number of bapti{ms, from January 1. 1792,
to January 1. 1793, was 96; of which 45 were boys, and
st girls. Total number of marriages in that period, 32:
But, according to the parochial regifter, the annual ave.
rage of baptifms is but 8o, and of marriages 22 *.

Pof? Qffices, Sherif] Court.—There are 2 poft offices in
this parith; 1 at Aros, and 1 in Tobermory. The ar-
rivals and departures are 3 times a-week. There is alfo
a fheriff-fubftitute court, lately eftablifhed at Tobermo-
ry, for the regular adminifiration of juftice. This muft

turn greatly to the advantage of the ifland at large; as,
Vor. XIV. T » before.

v

* There is little doubt, however, that many baptifms of the parith have
not been vatered upon the regifter, both becapfe of the a& impofing a tax
on eptrics of this kind, and becaufe it is a practice with people, who live
at a diftance from the parith minifter, to apply occafionally to other cler-
gymen, for the benchit of that ordinance. There is no account kept of
barials, becpufe of the number, and great diftances of the places of intepa
meat.
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before this eftablifhment, there was no magiftrate, exs
cepting juftices of the peace, nor any rcg’nlat" court of
Jaw ncarer us than the borough of Inverary, at the dif-
tance of at leaft 62 mlles, befides ferries. This would
make 2 poor man fuccumbto injuries, rather than attemps
10 obtain legal 'rcdr»e‘fs‘

Rental and Heritors.—~The whole valued rent of the
parith is 329l. 3s. Sterling. The real grofs rent, at
prefent, is not below 3000l. The Duke of Argyll is pa-
tron, and principal heritor. His Grace has a chamber.
lain refiding at Aros, who manages the bufinefs of hig
eftates in the whole of Mull and Morven. There are o-
ther 5 heritors of this pan(h 2 of whom refide therein,
and 1 nigh it. The Britith Socxety, for improving the
coafts, &c., havea property alfo of about 2000 acres near
their village of Tobermory ; but the far greater part is
hill or mofs. The ground fit for tillage, lying in detach~
ed fpots near the harbour, is not conﬁderable, either for
extent or quality.

Village of Tobermary.—The above fociety began tq
form this village in the year 1188 ; and a cuftomhoufe,
and poft office, were eftablithed there in the year 1791.
The village now confifts of 15 houfes, built with ftone
and lime, 2 ftories in height, with ﬂated roofs, and of
between 20 and 30 thatched houfes, 1 ftory high. The
population is about 300 fouls. In this village are a few
people, who follow the mercantile line, and ferve'the
fettlers and neighbouring diftrics in goods imported from
the Low Country. A boat-builder alfo, and a cooper,
have fettled there, and find pretty ‘conftant employment
in the building of boats, and making of barrels for the
‘Ihery And there is a confiderable ftore of falt kept

there,




O:f Kilniniat. 147

fﬁére, for fupplying the bufs and boat filhers, in the fifh.
ing feafon. Inthe year 1792, there were 47 veflels and
boats cleared from this cuftomhoufe, for the herrinig-fith-
ery; and as they were fuccefsful laft year, there is canfe
to hope, that the number will be greater this feafon.
There are; of other crafts, 1 fmith, 1 wright, 2 tailors, 2
Thoemakers, and 30t 4 fmail inn-keepers; alfo a corn-mill
with a fufficiency of water to work machinery, to a coufi-
derable extent, in all feafons. Tobermory poflefles the ad-
vauntage of a fafe, capacious harbour, {ituated in the tra&
of the fhipping, which pafs from the weftern parts of Bri-
tain to the northern countries of Europe, and has an
ealy communication by water, with the fithing lochs, in
one diretion, and with the Frith of Clyde, Liverpool,
and other confiderable towns, in the other. This, it
muft be allowed, is a favourable fituation, not only for
the profecution of the fifheries, but alfo for other branches
of trade. Hitherto, however, no perfon of fufficient en-
terprife has attempted to introduce into this fettlement

any kind of manufalure *. -
T2 T+adefmen,

¢ One great obltradion to attempts of this natire, was the tax upon
¢aals carried coaftways; of the abolition of which, we have now happily a
ticar profpet. Whatever good effe@ may be produced by the abolition of
fo heavy and partial a tax, till the country feel the benefit of this intend-
ed relief, it could not be expedted, that any confidcralle manufa@ure
would prove fuccefsful, cither at Tobermory, or any where elfe, thréogh
thefe weftern Hles of Scotland, becaufe their only fuel was turf or peatsy
¢ue and prepared, éven in the beft fealons, at a great expenfe of time and

labour, and liable fo be totally loft or ufclefs, when the fummers préve, .

very rainy, which is frequently thé cafe, and forely fclt. Befides tifhs, the
extreme barrennefs of the ground at Tobermory, and in thé ébkntries
sround it, mull for ever retard the progrefs of trade and manufa@ures i
this village, unlefs the focicty, who have founded it on the moft pitriotic

principles, continue to cherith it with peculiar care and liberality,. With -

this
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Trad:finen, Poor, &c.—Exclufive of thofe fettled at
the village, therc are of artificers in the parith, 3
fmiths,

.this view, every thing fhould be done to render the accefs by land to this

place lefs difficult, and the condition of the inhabitants there, more eafly and
comfortable, As the circumftances of the country do not, at prefent, af-
ford the advantages of aregnlac market, it is indifpenfably neceffary, that
fettlers in this village, fhould have fpotsof ground allotted to them, for fur-
nithing fome of the moft neceflary articles of daily confumption, and thefe
foots fhould belet at fuch moderate rates, as would be not only an
inducement, but even an encouragement to perfons of fome fubftance and
enterprife to fettle at this place. lnftead of this being the cafe at prefens,
an univerfal complaint prevails amorg the inbabitants of the dearnefs of
the rent, which the fociety exa& for their ground there. It is not to be
wondered at, that the gentfemen, who have the dire@ion of the fociety’s
affairs, and who, perhaps, only know the Highlands from the curfory ob-
fervations of a fhost tour made by themielves, or others, in the fineft fum~
mer weather,arc apt to form too favourable an opioion of the general va-
lue of land in this part of the kingdom. They have themfelves, it is fike~
1y, been in the habit of feeing land let every year, at the rate of from 208
t0 40s. an acre, perhaps at much more ; and it is natural for them, there-
fore, to think, that fufficient allowance is made for the differcnce of qua-
Jity and fituation, when the lands about Tebermory are let atabout 58 an
acre. This, however, will be found a miftaken notion ; and when thefe
rcfpe@abie chara&ers fhall have acquired a more intimate knowledge of
the extreme meannefs of the foil about Tobermory, its barrennefs as to
produce, and its difadvantages in regard to climate, and accefs to manures,
as their great obje@ is to relieve and affift the people, there is no doube,
Lu: they would judge ss.an acre too great a rent to be demanded in
the infuncy of a remote eftablifiment, fo circumflanced. In corrobo-
sation of wha: has been now advanced, let it be confidered, that a
fraall Highlawd cow curnot be kept alive upon lefs than 6 or 7 acres of
the common run of land alout Tebermory, befides a great deal of Ja-
bour and expenfe, in finding winter provifion for her. And if to this is
adccd, the expesfe whi h Lier owner mult be put to in enclofing his fmall
lot of ground, not to miention, that of buiicing his houft, it will appear,
when every thing is laid togcther, that his fcanty accoramodation fiands
him dearcr, in projortion to the returns he has fiom it, than the higheft
Jriced accon.medation o0 fetticrs near large citics in Scotland «r Englard,
where trade a. d manufacture Sourifh,
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fmiths, 38 male and 13 female weavers, 1 wright,

or joimer, 6 boat carpenters, 3 coopers, 14 tailors, 7
brogue, or fhoemakers, 6 cowans, or dry ftone build-

ers, and 5 merchants. There are alfo § change, or
retailing houfes, 2 licenced ftills, 1 fulling, or waulk-
mill, and 8 corn-mills ; whereof 3 are of the ancient
fimple conftru&ion, in which there is but 1 wheel, and it
lying horizontally in the perpendicular, under the mill-
ftone ; fo that the water to turn it, muft come through
the houfe. Thefe are called black mills, From what
has been already faid of: the foil, agriculture, and popula-
tion of this parifh, it will be readily believed, that many
of our people are poor ; and it is but too true. The lift
of thofe who receive part of the public charity, is never
under 70 ; and in fome years, it is between go and 100.
The only common fund they have to look to for aid, is
what is colle¢ted for them at church on Sundays, toge«
ther with fome occafional fines exafted for immoralities.
The anpual amount. of both of which, is from 12l. to
:1 sl. Sterling: Therefore, fuch obje&ts, as are able to
travel, go from houfe to houfe for alms, and fome of them
beyond the limits of the parith; and in this pra&ice,
thofe of other parifhes return the compliment. It is but
juftice to remark here,. that 2 of the heritors, viz. Mr.
Maclean of Coll, and Mr. Macdonald of Boifdale, make an
annual allowance in money, to the poor in their refpec-
tive eftates in this parifh, though not fufficient to main~
tain them without other charities.

Churches, Stipend, Schools, &c.—There are the ruins of
7 or 8 fmall edifices in this parifh, which, in all proba-
bility, were chapels of woriLip, in times of Popery. At
feveral of thefe, the precin@s may ftill be traced ; and
there are veftiges of houfes within the precinéts, where,

according
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according to tradition, thofe who took afylum in the
¢onfecrated ground, weré lodged. At prefent, however,
there are but two churches, or rather houfes for wor-
thip ; one at Kilninian, and one at Kilmore, at the dif-
tance of about 4 computed; or 6 meafured miles from
each other, Wwith a hill intervening, and 2 torrents of wa-
ter, not always fordable. Both thefe churches were built

in the year 1754 ; and though too fmall for the congre--

gations, are kept in tolerable good repair. The incum-
bent; whofe living s 83l 6s. 8d. Sterling in money,
with a fmall money allowance in lieu of manfe and glebe,
preaches alternately in thefe churches, but muft go, once
in the quarter, to the lfland of Ulva, where he préaches
in the open air, for want of a church. It was alfo cuf-
tomdry for him to preach twice in the quarter at Aros,
diftant 8 computed miles from his refidence, till the com.
fnittee on the Royal Bounty, about the year 1776, efta<
blithed a miffion in Mull ; by which the divifion of Aros,
together with the outfkirts of the other 2 large parithes,
&f which this ifland confifts, are fupplied in ordinances.
This miffionary has only 25l. Sterling of falary, without
any accommodation whatever. So parfimonious is the
provifion made for the adminiftration of religious ordi-
nances, in this part of the country, that although every’
minifter has parochial bounds affigned him, extenfive
“enough to require the labours of 3 clergymen, yet the
fipends drawn by 3, would be no more than an adequate’
living for 2, efpecially confidering the perfonal toil and
expenfe to which they are neceffarily expofed, in the dif-
charge of their fun&ion.—The clergy are not the only
people who have caufe to complain of this extreme and
improvident frugality. Schoolmafters are no lefs affe&-
ed by it. At prefent, there is but one parochial fchook
\ in
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in this extenfive parifh. The falary is 121. Sterling, with.
out any accommodation whatever, not fo much as g
houfle for the fchool or fchoolmafter. The people, and
fome of the beritors, infift on its being ambulatory ; and
for the fhort period, it can be continued in any one place,
it muft be taught in any hovel that can conveniently be
fpared. It muft be obferved, however, that his Grace
the Duke of Argyll has lately agreed to make fuch addi-
tion to the parochial falary, as to afford rol. Sterling for
each of 2 fchoolmafters, to be ftationary upon his own
property, which, it is hoped, will foon be carried into
effe@. The Society for Propagating Chriftian Know-
ledge, have 2 fchools on their eftablilhment in this pa.
rith ; one of which being on the Laird of Coll’s property,
that gentleman gives 41. Sterling in addition to their fa-
lary, befides furnifhing all the accommodation required
by them ; their other fchool is in the Ifland of Ulva,
and they have promifed a falary for a third fchool at To-
bermory, as foon as a proper dwelling and fchool houfe,
with other neceflary accommodation, are provided for the
mafter, to be employed there. The want of this fchool
is no fmall hinderance to the progrefs and profperity of
that village *. '

Exports

® Prices, &c.—For many years back, there has been a gradual rife in
the price of provifions and beceffaries of life, through this parith and
neighbourhood. There are old men alive, who bave feen the boll of
meal of this country growth and meafure, which weighs about 11§ ftones,
fold at §s. or 6s., now it is feldom or never under 208, The meal is of a
quality much inferior to what is brodght from the Low Country. A weth-
er, of the fmall country kind, which was formerly got at, from 3s to 4s.,
is Dow rarely under 7s., and often exceeds that price. A cow of the
fmaller kind, fic for flaughter, will fotch from §ss. to 3L 108, The wages
of 2 man fervant a-year, Irom 3l. to 4l. 10s,, exclufive of what fhocs he re-
- quires;
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Exports and Imports.—The average quantity of kelp
manufa&ured annually in this parith, is from 150 to 180
tons. The manufa&uring cofts about 30s. a ton, and the
kelp is fold, in this country, from 3l. 10s. to 6. the ton,
according as the market rules. The only other exports
worth mentioning, are black cattle, fheep and wool. The
black cattle, for the moft part, are fold lean at a fair,
which begins in this parith on the 13th of May yearly,
and is continued in the other parifhes of the ifland, upon
3 different days thereafter, with a day always intervening.
The imports into the parifh are many, particularly oat-
meal, feed-corn, feed-potatoes, leather, falt, and a variety
of merchant goods. The cuftomhoufe has not been long
enough eftablithed to afcertain the annual average quan-
tity of each.

General Chara@er.—All the people of the pzrifh are of
the Eftablithed Religion, excepting 2 or 3 obfcure fami-
lies introduced, a few years ago, from South Uift, who
are of the Popith perfuafion; and fince their arrival a»
mong Proteftants, have got fo much the better of their
bigotry, that they now attend our publick meetings for
wortfhip, as often as they are held near their place of re-
fidence. The people, in general, are fond of religious in-
ftrution, fober, honeft and induftrious, if they had a fub-
je& to work upon. They are alfo humane and chari-
table, in proportion to their circumftances. But from
this general charalter, there are many exceptions, as
might reafonably be expe&ted in fo populous a diftrid,
and in a fituation fo uncultivated.

Advantages

quires; a maid fervant has fomewhat lcfs than the half of thefe wages ; a
day-labourer cannot be had under 6d. a-day, ard his viCuals, or Hfrom
zod. to 15d. without viGuals. Tradefnien are conmonly paid according
o the quantity of work they peform,
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Advantages and Dij&dbnhtage&.—'l“he parith being al.
inoft wholly furrounded by the fes, the fhores are of
great utility, both by furnithing fea-ware, for manure
fo the ground, and thell-filk' at low water, particularly
in the fumimer months, for imimediate fuftenance,’ as’
well as by the contitwdl accefs to'leok for fuch other
fith as are found vpon this coat. Tlough carrxage, by
water, may Be reckoned a great advantage, to which all
the parts of the parith have accefs, yet the unimproved
ftate of the country, 4nd poverty of the inhabitants, pre-
Yent their reaping from: it all the benefit that might be_
expeted. This lnfular fituation alfo:leffens the valye of
their exports and live cattle. The fmall proportion of
arable to pifture lind; prev'ents the people from living in
2 collefted ftate, in any confiderdble nimbers ;. it alfo oc~
éafions the uniting of many faialler farnis into 1 large te~
fiement. So that, howevet great their attachment is to
their native foil, many mdxvxduais, arid forie families,’
find it mceflary to go every year for fervxce to the Low
Country ; thotigh not a few of them return again to pafs
the wintcr with their friends. As the herring buffes,
én their way out, frequently come to anchior in the har-
bour of Tebermory, the young men of the neighbour.
hood have the opporiunity, which many of therh embrace,
of hiring therfelves on board thefe veflels, for the fithing
feafon. Others go in open boats, and bring home what
herrings they can catch, or purchafe, for fupplying thei#
own families : and the furplus they fell to their neigh-
bours. The young women are often employed in cutting
the kelp ware, in fummer ; and afterward, many of therm
go to the reaping of harveft, in the Low Country. Itis
a pity, that a people, fo well difpofedfor fupporting
themfelves, by boneft induftry, had not greater advanta«
ges for doing fo, with more comfort to themfelves. It

VoL XIV. = = U may

’
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may bé¢ reckoned among the difadvantages, that fome of
the landlords give but very fhort leafes, if any, to theis
tenants. The confequence of which is, frequent remo-
* vals, frequent augmentations of rent, and frequent checks
' to improvements, befides the abje ftate of dependence,
in which the tenaat is held. Some of the lairds alfo con-
tinue the old method of exaling fervices from their te-
nantss the bad effes of which are obwious to the
_ flighteft confideration, efpecially when the number of
thefe fervice-days is not limited. Notwithftanding of all
thefe difadvantages, there has been no enngrauon toAme-
sica from this parifh.

\

Curigfities, 8c.—We have but few cuuoﬁues, excepte
ing the eaves and rocks in the Ifland of Staffa, fo accu~
rately deferibed in Mr. Pennant’s Tour te the Hebrides,
that it is needlefs to enlarge upon them in this place. Ae
Aros, upon the Sound of Mull, are feen the ruins of a
pretty large caftle, faid to have been built by Maedonald,
Lord of the Ifles, who lived fome time there: But, at
what period, or how long, I cannot afcertain *, .

. . Laggwage.

# It was cvidently intended for a place of fivength, built wpon a fleep
rock towards the fea, and looks, as if it had been fecured on the land fide,
by a moat and draw bridge. In feveral parts of the parith, are fecn hugs
pillars of unpolithed ftone, without figures or letters, from 6 to 10 feet in
Eeight above ground. In many places, 1 of thefe is feen alone; in others,
§ or 6 of them together, particalarly on the height above Kilmore, an
wpon an open heath, in the farm of Teany, where they are difpofed into 2
kind of circular form. The fingle pillars are thought to be monuments-
of fome perfons of note, cither flain, or buried there ; and the erc&ing of
them muft have been a work of no fmall labour and ingenuity. The dr=
eular ftones were, probably, places of worfhip, in the time of Druidifm. To
this day, the word Clachan, i. . Rones, isufed in moft parts of the Highs

. lands,
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Xanguage.—~The language commonly fpoken here, is
the Gaelic, though the Englith is daily gaining ground,
and would make more rapid progrefs, were fchools more
encouraged: *,

General Obfervations.—Upon a general review of the
defcription now given of the prefent ftate and circum.
flances of this part of the country, there feems to be
little ground to hope for a {peedy increafe of its popula-
tion or profperity, but rather the reverfe, unlefs the
evil be prevented, by fome change of meafures, in thofe
who are nearly coneerned in the diretion, and have a
fpecial intereft in the common welfate of it. Were all
the heritors, for inftance, to adopt, and proceed upon
more liberal and publick fpirited principles, by foreq
going & fmall prefent profit to their families, for much
greater advantages in reverfion, they might gradually ef.

Ua - fe&

tands, as a name for kirk, kirktown, or place of worfhip. At the weftern
#de of the parith, ong of the Ifles of Treithnifh, called Cairnburg, was of
old confidered by the natives, as a place of great firength, and fometimeg
pccupied by a fmall party, or garrifon. It is a high rock, of fome confi-
derable extent en the top, inacceflible an all fides, excepting by one narrow
pafs  Little Cairnburg is a fmaller rock near it, and feparate from it by a
narrow found, to which the fame defcription applies, in every other re-
fpe@. Thefe rocks are faid te have been the boundary of the 2 govern.
ments, ioto which the Hebrides were divided, when fubje& to the crown
of Denmark, called the Nodorees and Bodorees, or Northern and Southern
Mles: And if tradition fays truth, they fometimes contended for the pof~
fefion of this fame fort of Cairnburgh, or Cairpbulg.

& Moft names of places are evidently of Gaelic derivation, as “ Tobera
mory;”’ the Virgin Mary’s Well; * Calve,” an lfland without the Bafon,
and which covers ooe fide of it, fignifies in Gaelic, Harbour fide ; * Ulva,’»
an I0and feparate from Mull by a narrow found, fignifies, Ready Ford, og
Pafs. So ¢ Torloifk,” is Burat Hill, and *“ Aros*” the Manfion, or Habitar
tien, applicable to the refidenee of yny family of diftugdtion. .
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felt a great and happy change, upon their reﬁpe&avg
eftates. Were every fpecies offeudal fervitude eatirely
abolifhed, snd the Jands let rather below than above then;
intrinfic value, and upon much longe: leafes than is now
the pra&lce, and the tenants encouraged to raife greem
crops, viz. potatoes, turnips, fown grafs, &c., and the
beritors to be at fome ¢xpenfe in diffufing among their
people a fpirit of virtuous induflry, and ufeful koowa
ledge, particularly by rewarding the moft worthy with
longer leafes, or otherwife, and by ereing and cherith~
ing a greater number of fchools, the face of the country,
in general, would foon slpme a differeat appearance ; H
becaufe, in proportwn 3s the people becsme more en~
hghtcned and virtuoys, gnd lefs afraid of extreme indi-
Ence, they wonld becnme more enterprifing, in ventur

g upon new improvements.” Wealth and population
would increafe, the vlllage would grow t0 3 ﬂqunﬂ;mQ
3atc, and the beneﬁt of it would extend more and more
to thie whole neighbourhood ; and, in fine, this ifland and
parifh, which are already no contemptible nurfery of
ufeful hands to the kmgdom at hrge, would becomq
mnchmore fo. T

lci <

NUMBER
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NUMBER XI

PARISHES or KILLBRANDON anp KILL.
' ' CHATTAN.

(County awp Sriop oFr ARcrir, PRESBYTERY oF
R Lony.)

By the Rey. Mr. Jonx MACFARLANE.

Situation, Extent, Soil, Surface, &ec.

THESE parifhes are bounded by the Atlantic Ocean
on the W., and by the Sound of Mull on the
N. They confit of 5 farms on the main land, and ¢
sflands, viz. Luing, Seil, Shuna, Forfa, and Jfle of Eaf.
dale. The names of thefe iflands, like many of the He-
brides, are fuppofed to be Danifh, and particularly thofe
that end with the letter a ; likewife all names of places
that terminate with g/b are of the fame origin, as Craig-
nith, Deignith, Ardtornifh. The length of thefe pa.
rithes, from N. to 8., is about 10, and breadth 6 Eng-
lith miles, including the narrow founds that interfe&
them. The foil and furface vary according to the ns-
boo . . 5 ) - ture
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ture of the rock and flone with which the furface s-
bounds. Part of it is black, and part red hazel loam,
The black is by far the moft fertile, and generally co-
vers cither flate or lime-loge. The red loam is com.
monly mixed with whinftone, and though in good heart,
is eafily exhaufted. There is a third kind of foil which
forms the greateft part of the arable of thefe iflands 5
this, though not fo folid as the black loam, nor fo po-
rous as the red, is not much inferior in fertility to ei-
ther. This foil appears to be a mixture of pulverized
flste and lime-flone, which, in quality and colour, re-
fembles dark clay, that hardens or relaxes in the fame
manner, with a few days drought or rain. It produces
good crops ef oats and barley ; but not fo well adapted
for potatdes, unlefs in drill, that the ground may be
kept loofe and open by frequeat ploughing,

Produce.—Oats, barley, potatoes, and a little flax, ara
the only crops raifed in thofe parifhes. But, from ex-
periments lately made by Captain Campbell of Lochend,
flteward to the Earl of Breadalbane in this country, it
appears that turnip would prove a bencficial crop ; and
we have reafon to believe, if the ground were properly
enclofed, that peafe and beans, if not wheat, might be
raifed to advantage. Clover and rye-grafs’ thrive re-
markably well. Red aad white clover are natives of
thefe iflands, and turn very rich and luxuriant in con-
fequence of lime or thell fand. Green crops are more
adapted to this climate than white, becaufe of the heavy
€lls of rain in July and Auguft. Oats and barley, if
the ground be properly manured, are then very luxu-
riant and’ promifing ; but as they lodge early, they ne-
wer prove fo fertile as in other places where rain i lefg

' prevalent
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. prevalent during thefe months. The fiéward has taken
particular care to introduce the beft kinds of oats; the
early, Blainfly, and Cowpar-grange. But of the moft
fertile of thofe, which is the Blainfly, it requires § fis-
lots, Linlithgow meafure, to make 8 ftone of meal. The
return of oats, in general, is from 3 to 4 feeds ; bacley
5, and potatoes 8, when dibbled, but in drill 16. Whea
the foil is properly manured, the retucn in oats and bars
ley is confiderably better ; and therefore the tenants
upon Lord Breadalbane’s property, are lately refiried
to labour only a certain proportion of their arable ; that
is, 2 fields, inftead of 3 formerly ploughed ; which they
muft foon find to be their intereft, as it greatly dimi«
nithes their Jabour, and increafes the retura.

- Mansre~The atable is divided into iofield and ounc.
ficld, or wintertown. Outfields are manured by teath
ing, or confining their cattle in fold during fummer and
part of harveft. Infields are manured with byre-dung,
and frequently with a2 compof of dmng, mofs, aad
earth, collefted in the warm months. There is abun-
dance of lime-flone in the parifh, though not much ufed
as manure. Tolerable good fhell fand may be found
almoft in every creek upon the fhore; and, of the beft
quality, can eafily be obtained from Colenfa, Mull,
or Arafaig, at the rate of 4s.er §s. aton. Fallowing
is a mode of improvement fcarcely known in this coun-
try ; nor is it adapted to the climate, for the frequent
falls of rain would rather impoverith than earich the
foil.

Ckimate and Difeafes.~The wind blows here, at leaft
two-thirds of the yesr, from the S.aad W. It con-
fantly
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flantly conveys fog and' vapoiir from the Adantle, whiclf
muke the air gencrally moift, damp, and penetrating,’
but feldom proves fatal to the inhabitants, except a few
children carried off. by the croup in cold- rainy feafons.’
The rheumatifm is the' moft prevalent difordér in this’
eountry. It is fuppofed to be more frequent fince lin~
nen thirts have become the fubfitute of flannel or plaid~
ing, which was. once the general clothing ‘over the
Highlands of Scotland. It is evident that this opinion’
is not groundiefs, as flannel fhirts, in moft cafes, aré the
fafet and moft effe@unl remedy, as well a¥'the beft an-
tidote for this prevalent difeafe. Dropfies are likewife'
obferved of late to be mere frequent, particularly fince
potatoes have become the principal food of the lower
¢claffes of the people. And certainly, though this ufe.’
fol and wholefome root contains no hurtful quality, yet
change of diet muft gradually affe& aud change the con-’
ftitution. While many, therefore, whofe food' was more’
folid in their early period of life, and to whom this root"
was fcarcely known, but now live by this three-fourths’
of the year, no wonder though diforders fhould pr‘ev-ail‘{
which were formerly lefs common. But the dunger, if
there is any, I apprehend, proceeds from the drefling’
and imprudent. management;' ruther thas from'the’ qua~"
lity ; as the comnion produllions of nature, evidently’
intended for. food, are always the moft wholefonte, as”
well as the. moft ufeful. Another diforder, commonly
_ealled the locked jaw, is very fatal to infents. It ges
nerally attacks before the 8th day after birth: if they’
efcape till the 1 5th day, they are thought ont of da¥ger.-
This difeafe is fcarcely known in other countries on the’
main land. But it is'a-fad, that one-third, at leaft, of
odl- the children,- particularly among: the quarriers,’ die’
within’
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within the time {pecified. It is fuppofed, that this lofs
is owing to ignorant midwives. And it muft be con-
fefled, that this complaint feldom appears where a bred
midwife attends. Agues dre not known Here, and fevers
feldlom appear. When they do, they prevail in Luing
Ifland, the S. ¢nd of the parifh; more than in any other
part of it. No fufficient redfon can be affigned for this,
unlefs that veflels; which are frequeatly obliged to an-
cthor there, from every part of Britain; Ireland, and the
Baltic, may be the caufe of convéying the infeQion.
The ravages of the fmall pox bave abated, fince the
majority of children aré now inoculited with fuccefs ;
though fome ftill retait violent prejudices againft this hap.
py difcovery. Cancers likewife fometintes appear : Cons
famptions feldom. Thofe are the moft common difeafes;
but the people in general are robuft and healthy. Many
inftances of longevity might be produced, as fome are
living, and feverals have died lately, from 85 to 100

years old.

Slate Quarries—~The Exfdale flate quarries are well
known over the moft of Britain. They are within a
few miinutes failing to every veflel that pafles through
the Sound of Mull, round the weftern coaft of Scotland;
whether bound for the Baltic, Ireland, Leith; or Lon.
don. Thefe quarries are not confined to the Ifland of
Eafdale only ; Luing and Seil abound with flates of the
feme quality, and fafe anchoring ground contignous als
moft to every quarry; where veflels of any burthen may
fafely ride. The quarry price of flates is 2 §s. each 1000.
The manufaturing of flates at Eafdale commenced near
& century ago. For many years, the numbers. of men
employed were but few, as there was no great demand 5

Vor. XIV. X tor
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nor had the undertakers fufficient ability to carry on thé
work to any great extent. But the Eafdale flate com.
pany, who now manage the quarries, having obtained a
long leafe, not only of the flate, but likewife of the
marble quarty at Ardmady in this parith, commenced
the work upon a larger fcale. The marble quarry has
been difcontinued, though fome think it might be fill
wrought to advantage. The flate quarries were more
than fufficient, however, to employ all the hands that
were engaged in the marble, the demand for flates be.
ing greater than can well be fupplied, particularly fince
the late war with America. The quarriers are of late
increafed to about 370 men: All thefe, except a few,
have families. Some of them are called quarriers, o-
thers day-labourers or feuars. The quarriers are paid
for the quantity of flates which they manufa&ture, an-
nually ; fome of them 1's. or 12s., and others 15s &
1020, in proportion to the difficulty or facility of work<
ing, and the expenfe that attends it. The day-labour-
ers or feuars have gd. or 1od. a-day through the year;
and are employed, at the company’s expenfe, in opening
quarries and removing the rubbith. From the com-
pany’s books, it appears, that about §,000,000 of flates
are quarried annually. Thefe may be manufa@ured,
of any dimenfion, from flags of 3 or 4 feet fquare, to
the fmalleft fize, if the quality of the quarry is good.
The workmens wages amounted laft year to near 4cocl.
Sterling. 'hey feem to live very comfortably ; many
of them can eafily fave money ; and though they fhould
be in debt to the company, they are indulgent enough
to allow them whatever is neceflary for fupporting their
families. The company keep always a flore of the ar-
ticles moft neceffury for them, particularly meal, iron,

cosl,

6 .
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¢oal, fteel, and powder. Their. confumption of meal
cannot be under 2000 bolls a-year, all imported, as the
peighbouring farmers can do no more than fupply them-
felves *.

Rental.—The rent of thefe parifhes, exclufive of the
quarries, is about 1600l. Sterling. More than two-
thirds of the parith are the property of Lord Breadalbane.
The extent of his property here, is above 7800 Scotch
acres. The extent of other fmall properties, cannot be
exadly afcertained, as they have not been furveyed ;
but, I imagine, they do not exceed 37co Scotch acres.
The whole, therefore, is about 11,500. The proprietors
are 5 ; 3 of whom refide .

[y

Services.—Services are ftill, in fome meafyre, exated.
X2 _ Upon

# The greatelt complaint among them is the dearth and fearcity of
fuel.  This they muft purchafe from the neighbouring farmiers; but, in
rainy feafons, peats, which are the common fuel, cannot be faved nor
procured in fufficient quantity, to keep them comiortable through the
winter. The duty on codl was a gemeral complaint, vor can the remo-
val of it effetually relieve the needy in this remote corner, where peat
and turf are fcarce. In procuring thefe, not only the peor and tradef-
man, but the farmer, is obliged to wafte the fummer feafon, which
fhould be allotted to their varisus pccupations, and improvement in a-
griculture  Happily, however, the general ground of complaint is re.
moved and if it fhould be fill necefiary to continue this duty, why not

impofe it at the pit? This would be more eqmt:ble than fubjecting
thofe who, by their fituation, are always fubjeéted to the additional ex-
penfe of freight and infurance.

t Wages, and Price of Labour, 8tc.—Servant men from sl. to 61, a.
year, with fhoes; women from 3L to 3l.; day-labourers 1s. a-day;
wrights 1s. a-day, wijth vi€uals; tailors 84 a-day; and mafons 1s. 8d.
a-day. The price of pravifion cannot eafily be afcertained, where there
is no regular market. Every one, according to his ability, is obliged teo
purchafe from his neighbour who can fpare, and that femetimes below,
but frequently abeve, the real valug,
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Upon Lord Breadalbane’s eftate, there is little reafon of
" complaint, as bonnage, arrage and carriage, are moftly
abolithed, except fome affiftance to his Lordthip’s faGor
or fteward, in time of peats and hay. But the tenants
of fome {mall proprietors, complain grievoufly of being
obliged to ferve their landlords, without any abatement.
of rent, when moft neceffary, to manage their own work
of the fame kind. And there is little profpe& of relief,
as landlards think it too heavy 2 burden to engage the
number of fervants requifite to carry on their work *.

Kelp.—In thefe parifhes, about 3¢ ton of kelp ufed to
be manufaitured annually. Lord Breadalbane’s tenants
" are allowed to ufe it as manure, or convert it into kelp,
as they choofe. In this they are direted by the price,
whether high or low.

Lgkes, &c.—In thefe illands, there is plenty of fpring
water, but no lakes, except a few that turn fome corn-
mills. Two of thofe, though fmall, abound with fing
trout. There is no river in this parifh worthy of no-
tice. Public roads are daily improving. Statute labour
is commuted. There are only 3 or 3 veffels at fea from

this

@ There is another cuftom which tenants look upon as a grievance;
that is, a yearly tax, or ftent, to ferries, fmithys, and cotn-mills. Every
tenant, in proportion to the extent of his farm, pays anoually fo much
corn, meal, beef, and cheefe, to the ferrymep contigupus to them. They
pay, ia the fame manner, to the fmith for plough irons, and fhoeing of
horfes, though they fhould not find it their interelt to plough a furrow.
The mott of farms are likewife thirled to a particular mill, whether con-
tiguous to them or not. The tenant is obliged to pay multwe to the
miller, that is, every 17th peck of the produce of his farm, even though
he thould find it convenient to manufeture his gmn at anather mill, er
fend it to market.
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this parifh, and employed in coafting trade. But a much
greater number of failors, than are fufficient to man
them, are conftantly at fea on board of other veffels.
The moft of them are employed in herring fithing.

Cbareh, Stipend, &c.—The church is in tolerable re-
pair. It was built about 6o years ago; but now too
fmall to contain the inhabitants, who with to attend di-
vine fervice. There is no manfe upon the glebe; but
Lord Breadalbane accommodates the minifter with a
hounfe. The glebe, when let, paid 4l. yearly rent. As part
of it has been lately improved, it may now be worth.
double that fum. The ftipend is §3l. 6s. 8d, Sterling,
without any vi&ual, exclufive of 10> merks allowed for
communion elements. The greateft part of the ftipend
was paid in meal and barley, till, in 1728, a procefs of
augmentation commenced ; in confequence of which,
the vi&tual was converted to money, and the ftipend ac-
tually diminithed, inftead of being augmented; and ia
this manner it continues. Exclufive of vicarage in meal
and money, the vi&ual then paid to the minifter, was
3 chalders of meal, 10 flone to the boll, and 12 bolls of
barley, equal to § firlots, Linlithgow meafure, to the boll.
This is evident, as fmiths and ferrymen are ftill paid at
this rate ; and feveral yet living know, that the minifter’s
ftipend confifted of the fame weight and meafure. Con-
vinced of this, Lord Breadalbane voluntarily allows the
prefent incumbent, 201. of augmentation yearly. Bug
the other proprietors, who value their lands juft now,
equal to one-third of the parith, pay only 4l. 18s. %d.
sanually to the minifter.

Population.—According to Dr. Webfter’s report, the
population
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population in 155, was 1492. In the month of March
i793. the number of inhabitants was 2c6e. In 1973,
the number was about 1750,

Number of males, at pre- ’ From'jotogo, -  §7

fent, - 1013 Number of families, 444
females, 1047 Widows, - 100

Under 10 years of age, 595 Widowers, - 16
From 10 to 30 years of age, Average of marriages for
- 818 10 yearspaft, - 13.%

_;_. 3oto 50, « 368 Average of births, do. 587
50 to 70, - 222

More than one-third of the inhabitants are flate quas-
riers.

State of the Poor.—About §o perfons receive fome aid
from the kirk-feflion yearly. All their funds for this pur-
pole, confift of about 651 of mortified money ; the inte-
zeft of which, together with weekly colle@ions at church,
amounts to 2al. or 25l. a-year. This fmall fum is evi-
dently very inadequate to relieve them. They are al-
Jowed to beg, therefore; and the inhabitants, who are
charitably difpofed, aflit them as their circumftances can
afford.

Schooks.—In this parith there are 3 public fchools; o
parochial one, fupported by a ftent of valued land, and
2 {chools, fupported by the Society at Edinburgh fer
propagating Chriftian Knowledge. At thefe 3, there
arc commonly about 200 boys and girls, taught reading,
writing, arithmetic, and church mufic.

Horfes,
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Horfes. Black Cattle, &c.—Horfes and mares, with
their followers, kept in thofe parifhes, are about, 180

Black catt e, - - - 2500
Milch cows included, - - - 800
Sheep, - - y08
Carts, . - - 8o
Ploughs, - - - 55
Sheep, till of late, sbove, | e - 3000

Bat farmers, whofe tenements confift chiefly of arable
ground, detached and fcatiered, without fufficient enclo-
fures, found it their intereft to quit them, except a few;’
whofe farms are more extenfive. But, if they had fuf-
ficient enclofures, and a convenient market, Sir Johm
Sinclair’s plan of improvement, by raifing turnip, and
rearing {beep, would undoubtedly foen prove very bene-
ficial to this country.

Fifberies, Sea-Fowl, &e.—-Great fhoals of herting are
obferved annually upon this coaft, in the months of Au«
guft and September; and always going northward. They
feldom ftay long, becaufe of the rapid currents by which'
the iflands are interfeted. There is plenty of other
kinds of fith, and fea-fowl, that are common upon the
weftern coaft ; falmon, cod, lyth, and feth ; thell-fith, as,
muflel, cockle, lobfter, fpout-fith, and oyfters ; feals, and
otters, are numerous. Small whales, likewife, from 20
to 24 feet long, are frequently feen. A variety of wild
duck frequent this country: The moft numerous of
which are, the widgeon, that appear in great flocks from
the end of harveft till the month of March, They are na-

tives
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tives of I\forway and Sweden. They are not equal té
the large Scotch duck, in fize or quality *.

Minerals.——By feveral experiments made fome years
ago, by Mr. Rafp the mineralift, veins of lead and filver
are, and likewife of iron, zinc, copper, and copperas;
were difcovered upon Lord Breadalbane’s property in
this parith; but not in fufficiens quantity to encourage
the expenfe of manufa&uring.

Antiguities.---Thete is fio antiquity worthy of notice
in this parifh, except the ruins of 2 or 3 buildings, fup-
pofed to have been ereéted by the Danmes. They were
uot only ufed as places of defenee and fafety in time of
war ; but it appears, ftom their fituation, in view of one
another, that they ferved as watch towers, to convey
fignals, and alarm the coaft, at the approach of an enemy.
Thofe forts are all ere@ed upon rifing ground, thatcom-
mands an extenfive view to the right and left along the
coaft, and might eafily convey fignals by fire. The ruins
of fome of them fill (how their -ftrength to have been
eonfiderable ; particularly one ere&ed upon the fop of a

: hill,

® The moft remarkable fea—fowl to be feen here, is the puffin. Tt is a fpe-
@ies of duck, of a gray colour. It feldorh attempts to fly, nor are the
wings, which are very finall and batc, capable to carry its weight to any
eonfiderable diftance. It is almoft entirely a lump of fat, and taftes of
fh. The wild goofe and {wan appear frequently during the winter, but
go farther N. in time .of hatching. All the wild and tame fowls, com-
monly feen in other parts of Scotland, are frequently feen upon this coaft;
and fome, that are more rare, particularly the jackdaw, with red bild
and feet, hatchesin this country. We have no fozes, though they were
wery numerous in thofe iflands about 4c years ago. Badgers are alfo ba-
nithed. But we have 3 different fpecies of wild-cat ftill remaining, that
are very deftructive to lambs and poultry. Thefe are the common wild>
cat, the pole.cat, and martin.
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hill in the farm of Ardidamir, in the Ifland of Luing;
part of the wall, from 8 to 10 feet thick, is ftill entire:
And though thany of the ftones have been removed to
other buildings, the quantity yet remaining, is very
great, and fhows that the ftrength of the fort was much

depended on:

Charaler of the Peopie.--'l”hc jnhabitants, in general,
are not inferior to thofe of any country in hofpitality and
charity. Many exert themfelves; in private,torelieve their
neighbours, when they arein need of aid ; and in pub-
lic, wherever their help could be expeéted, their contri-
bution has been cheerful and liberal. However, though
hofpitable, they are jealous of ftrangers refiding among
them. A ftranger refiding in the country; many of them
Jook upon as an intrufion and encroachment on their
right. This prejudice is 2 legacy left by the feudal fyf-
tem, which length of time only can abolith. All the
inhabitants are Proteftants. There are no feftaries; ex<
¢ept a few,; who call themfelves Covenanters, whefe cha-
rity is not very extenfive. Charity with them is con<
fined to the houfehold of faith ; the members of which
they are at no'lofs to dxﬁmgmﬂi, and evxdently find them
to be few:

or. XIV. Y NUMBER
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NUMBER XII

PARISH or KILFINICHEN avxp KILVICEUEN.

(Countt AND SyNoD or ARGYLL, PRESBYTERY oF
MowL.)

By the Rev. Mr. Dugarn CAMPBELL.

Name,; Situation, and Extent,

THE feveral parithes into which the ifland of Mull
. was divided in times of Popery, were all united

. 4t the Reformation, and called the parith of Mull. It
was then a part of the prefbytery of Lorn. About the
time of the Revolution, all that part of Mull N. of the
Tarbart or Ifthmus at Arofs was ere@ed into a parifh,
called the parith of Kilninian. The réft of the ifland of
Mull continued to be one parith for upwards of 40 years
after this period, and was called the parifh of Rofs. But
Beirig too extenfive a charge, a aew parith was erefed,
called the parith of Torafay. What remained was in
writings called the parith of Kilfinichen and Kilviceuen,
from two places of worfhip, the one in Airdmeanach,
called Kilfinichen, and the other in Rofs, called Kilvie

ceuen 3
L J
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acuen; but. in the country, it is only known by the
mame of the parifh of Rofs, from a large diftri® of it
fo called. This very extenfive parith is fituated in the
S. W. part of the ifland of Mull. It is bounded on the
E. and N. E. by a ridge of mountains, which feparates
it from the parith of Torafay ; on the S., an arm of the
Atlantic, which runs up to Lochaber, feparates it from
the iflands of Colonfay, Jura, and Ifla, and the main
land of Argyllthire; on the W, it is wathed by the
Atlantic; on the N., an arm of the fame ocean, called
Lochrankeall, feparates it from the parith of Kilninian.
In Lochrankeall, lie the iflands of Innis, Kenneth and
Eorfa, belonging to the parifh, and the iflands of Ulva
-and Staffa, belonging to the parith of Kilninian. From
the parith of Torafay to the Sound of Icolmkill, which
Is its greateft length, it will meafure about 22 miles in
a ftraight line, exclufive of the Ifland of I. or Icolm-
kill. Its greateft breadth, when it meets the parifh of
Torafay, is about 12 meafured miles,

Divifion of the Parifb.—The parifh is divided into
4 diftri&s, the ifland of I, or Icolmkill, Rofs, Brolafs,
and Airdmeanach. The 3 diftri@s firft mentioned, lie to
the S. of Lochfcridain, an arm of the fea that runs 12
miles from W. to E. into the parjth ; and the fourth dif~
tri&, Airdmeanach, lies N. of Loc./cridain, and parallel
to Rofs and Brolafs. The ifland of I lies in the Atlan-
tic, and is feparated from the W. point of Rofs by a nar.
rower channel, called the foynd of I. It is about 3
meafured miles in length, and from half a mile to a mile
in breadth. The diftriéts of Rofs and Brolafs are near-
ly of equal extent, and feparated from one another by a.
ridge of hills, of no great height. They ftretch in 1

’ Y 2 ling,



172 Siatifiical decount

line from the found of I, to the parith of Torafay, of-
about 22 meafured mlles, which, gs already mentioned,
is the greateft length of the parith. Their breadth is from
3 to 6 meafured miles. Airdmeanach joins Brolafs at the
head of Lochfcndam, and is about 12 meafured miles 1q
length and from 3 to 6 meafured miles in breadth,

Soil and Surface.~The parifh, in general, prefents s
yery barren afpe. Part of it is flat, but the greateft
part is hilly, and better calculated for grazing than for
raifing of crops. The ifland of I is flat, confifting of
heath, green pafture, rocks, and arable ground. The
arable ground is very fertile. Rofs is ﬂat, except where
it marches with Brolafs. The greate(l part of the fur-
face is mofs and heath ; clayey and fandy foil make up
the arable land, except where it marches with Brolafs,
where the foil is thin and light. The grafs is in gene-‘
ral foft and good and even the heath of this diftri& is
reckoned good feedxng for cattle. The arable land is
fertile. Brolafs has a northern expofure, rifing in a
gentle afcent from Lochfcridain.  The {oil is light, dry,
and reckoned barren 'I'he greatcﬁ part of the furface
confifts of heath and rocks. The part of this diftri&
that faces the S , c'llled Carfaig and Tinmore, producey
good foft grafs for pafture. Airdmeanach faces the 5.y
rifing to ‘a confiderable height from Lochfcndam. The
foil and furface are fimilar to Brolafs. A part of this
diftri&, called Gribun, faces thc N., in wluch the arablc
land is fernle, and the grafs foft and good Adjacent
to Gribun is the fcrtlle little ifland of Innis Kenneth.
In a parifli fo very extenﬁve, there are many thoufand
acres ; but though it has been furveyed to a trifle, the,
incumbent could not get a copy of the furvey.

el A | LY i,
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dir, Difegfes, &c.—The air of the parith is very
temperate, but rather mqiff, arifing from its being eis
ther furrounded by the Atlantic, or the high hills which
{eparate it from the parifh of Torafay. The inhabitants
are healthy, and attain to great age. Even in Rofs
~ which is low and marfhy, the inhgbitants are healthy
and long-lived. For though a great deal of rain fallsy
yet the gales from the mountains purify the air, and
contribute to the health of the inhabitants. Few difcafes
are known except fevers, which are in general brought
from the low country, by labourers returning from the
harveft and other works they are employed in during
the fummer and harveft, The ifland of I is an excep-
tion. The inhabitants are not long-lived. Few pals
99 years. The afthma is very frequent among them.
This may arifc not only from the damp vapours of the
Adtlantic, but alfo from the great quantities of fca-ware
caft afhore, and allowed to rot, which occafions a very
offenfive fmell, particularly in fummer. The havock
made formerly by the {mall pox is now by inoculation
moftly done away. The inhabitants of I, Rofs, and Brolafs,
inoculate their children; but the people of Airdmeanach
have not as yet got over their piejudices, which occa-
fions the lofs not only of many yo_img childicn, but fome«
times of grown perfons.

Lakes and Rivers.—Three iricanfiderable lakes in Rofs -
are the only ones in the whole parifh; the largeft of them
is not above 2 mile and a half in length, and about half a
mile in breadth. In thefe there is no kind of fith ex-
cept trouts. There are 6 rivers in Brolafs and Aird-
meanach 3 but having no lakes for their fource, and thé
run fhort, they are not confiderable, except in time of

- rain g

.
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rain ; then a great quantity of water is rolled down the
fides of the hills with prodigious force; the banks are
overflown, snd, having no bridges, it is dangerous for
travellers to attempt to crofs them either a-foot or on
borfe-back, and often they cannot be croffed either way,
The incumbent has croffed them both a-foot and on
horfe-back, often at a great rifk, and has been ftopped by
them for 24 hours more than once, though within a few
miles of his own houfe. There have been fome perfensy
" loft in thefe rivers, but none fince the intumbent was
fettled in the parith. Befides thefe rivers, there is &
aumber of rivulets that {well in times of rain, and can-
not be croffed. In times of rain alfo, a thoufand fireams
fall down the rocks of Burg, and the rocks at Inimore
and Carfaig. Burg is a head land of Airdmeanach, fa-
cing the Atlaatic to the W., and is feveral miles in cir-
cuit. Inimore and Carfaig form a continued ridge of
s or 6 miles in length, facing the S. channel. Thefe
rocks being in fome places perpendicular, and in all
places nearly fo, and fome hundreds of feet in height,
the fireams ruthing from the tops to the bottoms form
very magnificent cafcades; and if a high wind blow
againft thefe ftreams, the water is raifed up in columny
Jike fmoke to the fkies.

Sea Cogff.—In a -pariﬂl of fuch extent, almoft fur.

rounded by the fea, and indented by its arms, and to

which belong many {mall iflands, befides the ifland of I
it is not exaggeration when the coaft is computed to be
at leaft a hundred miles. The fhores may be called bold
and rocky throughout almoft their whole extent. Upon
the fouth fide of the parifh there is only one creek in
Rofs, called Portuifgen, where a veflel of about 30 tons
may guchor, but not in fafety if the weather be ftormy.

Upen
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Upon the Rofs fide of the found of I, there are two
creeks, the one called the Barachan, and the other Poll.
tairve or the Bull pond, where veflels of confiderable
burden may anchor in great fafety, with proper pilots,
There is a fand bank in the found of I, near mid channel,

fo that veflels pafling through it, muft keep within one -

third channel of the ifland of I. Loch-lahich lies E. of
the Sound of I, at the diftance of about 3 miles. An
ifland, or rock, at the entrance, muft be kept by a vef
fel entering the loch upon the ftarboard quarter; but
with a leading wind a veflel may fafely enter between
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