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‘ PRELIMINARY NOTICE.

Tue author of the following Memoirs was a younger son of
Mackay of Scoury, a branch of the ancient and noble family of
Mackay, Lord Reay, which has long enjoyed extensive posses-
sions and much influence in the northern counties of Scotland.

He was born about the year 1640, and entered on the mili-
tary profession soon after the Restoration in 1660, when he
obtained his first commission as an ensign in the Royal Scots,
at that time termed, from its commanding officer, Dumbarton’s
Regiment.

He some years afterwards accompanied this corps when it
was sent to France by Charles II. to assist Louis XIV. in the
war which the allied sovereigns declared in 1672 against the
United Provinces. In the campaign which followed, Mackay
was employed in the division of the army which, under the
command of Marshall Turenne, overran the province of Gueldres,
and captured most of the Dutch fortresses situated on the
Meuse and Wahal. In the course of this service Mackay had
the good fortune to be quartered at the small town of Bommel,

in the house of a Dutch lady of noble family, the widow of
b
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the Chevalier Arnold de Bie, to one of whose daughters he
formed an attachment, and was soon afterwards united.

The influence of his wife’s relations, added perhaps to a cer-
tain distaste for the cause in which the arms of England were
then engaged, soon induced Mackay to change his service; and -
in the year 1678 or 1674, he resigned his commission in Dum-
barton’s regiment, and entered into the service of the United
Provinces, in the Scotch-Dutch brigade, in which he obtained
the same rank, that of captain, which he had held in his former
corps.

In 1674 he waspresent at the battle of Seneffj when the army
in which he was engaged, under the Prince of Orange, was
defeated by the Prince of Conde; but the services of Mackay
appear to have soon gained the notice and merited the con-
fidence of his new commander. He was afterwards pro-
moted to the rank of major in the service of the United Pro-
vinces, to which he, along with most of the other officers of the
Scotch brigade, attached themselves, when Charles I1. was com-
pelled by Parliament to reduce his army. When the com-
mand of one of the regiments into which this brigade was now
formed became vacant, the Prince of Orange bestowed it upon
Mackay, and, according to a tradition preserved in his family,
his competitor on this occasion was Graham of Claverhouse, who,
it is said, then left the Dutch service in disgust at the prefer-
ence given to Mackay. ‘

Some time about 1680, Mackay was promoted to the command
- of the whole brigade; and in 1685, on the occasion of Mon-
mouth’s rebellion, he was dispatched by the Prince of Orange,
along with the corps under his command, to England, at the
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desire of James II., to assist in suppressing the rebellion, which
however was subdued before the auxiliaries were called into
action. On this occasion Mackay revisited his native country for
the first time after a long absence, and was advanced by James IIL.
to the dignity of a privy councillor in Scotland. In the following
year he returned to Holland; and in 1688, having along with
most of the other officers of the Scotch brigade, refused to obey
the summons of James II, commanding them to leave the ser-
vice of the Prince of Orange and return home, Mackay, along
with five other persons were declared traitors, and specially
excepted from the general pardon afterwards promised by King
James.

General Mackay was now embarked in the cause of the Re-
volution ; and his services to the new government in pacifying
Scotland, and subduing the Jacobites in Ireland during the two
following years, are the subject of the memoirs and letters
which are now for the first time printed and offered to the
Club.

He returned to Holland soon after the government of King
William was finally established in Ireland by the capitulation
of Limerick in 1691. :

In the campaign of 1692, he was appointed to command the
English forces which served in the army of King William in
Flanders; but here, as in Ireland, it was the misfortune of
Mackay to be placed by his sovereign under the command of
foreign officers of no higher reputation, and of less military
skill than himself. At the battle of Steinkirk, he remonstrated
against the dispositions made by the commander-in-chief, the
Count of Solmes, for the action, and in particular against the
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desperate duty which his own brigade was ordered to perform
with a very inadequate force. His remonstrances were unsuc-
cessful, and Mackay marched into the battle with the feelings
of a brave man who saw that his own life and those of his com-
panions in arms were about to be sacrificed by the rashness and
obstinacy of their commander. He was mortally wounded early
in the action, and three thousand of his men, of the English
brigade, were left dead upon the field.

Although Mackay succeeded in early life to the family estate
of Scoury, in consequence of the untimely death of his two
elder brothers, he does not appear ever to have visited it after
his first departure from Scotland. And the desire which he
expresses in several passages of his letters and memoirs to return
to Holland where he had established his family, shows that he
looked upon his adopted country as his home in preference to
the land of his birth.

He had issue, by his marriage with Clara de Bie, one son
and three daughters. His descendants in the male line came
to an end in the year 1775, on the death of his grandson, a Lieu-
tenant-General in the Dutch service, and Colonel of the brigade
which had formerly been commanded by his grandfather. His
eldest daughter became the wife of George, third Lord Reay,
and left descendants who still survive.

Mackay is mentioned more than once by Bishop Burnet, as
the most pious soldier whom he had ever known, and is com-
mended for the care which he took to enforce the observance of
strict discipline and attention to religious exercises among the
men under his command. A curious illustration of this may be
found in the book of Rules of War, published for the use of the
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army in Scotland,* which being now rather rare, the editors be-
lieve that they will do an acceptable service to the club, by re-
printing in this place, the conclusion of that work, which exhi-
bits in a singularly beautiful and interesting manner this part
of his character.

“ LASTLY, When all Difpofitions are made, and the Army waiting for
the fignal, to move towards the Enemy, both Officers and Souldiers, ought
ferioufly to recommend (together with their Souls and Bodys) the care and
protection of the caufe for which they fo freely expofe their Lives, to
GOD, Who over-ruleth the Deliberations and Councils, Defigns and En-
terprifes of his Creatures, and of whofe blefling alone the fuccefs of all
Undertakings doth depend, which they may do in thefe or the like words :

A PRAYER.

O Almighty KING of Kings, and LORD of Hofls, which by thy Angels thereunto

appointed, doft Minifier both War and Peace; Thou ruleff and conmandef all things ,
and fitteft in the Throne judging right ; And therefore we make our addreffes to Thy
Divine MAJESTY in this our neceffity, that Thou wouldef? take us and our Cause into
Thine Own Hand and judge between us and our Enemies, fiir up Thy Strength, O
LORD, and come and help us , for Thou giveft not alwayes the Battel to the Strong, but
canft fave by Many or by Few. O let not our fins now cry againf us for Vengeance, but
hear us, Thy poor fervants, begging mercy, and imploring Thy help, and that Thou
wouldefl be a Defence for us againfl the Enemy. Make it appear , that Thou art our
Saviour, and Mighty Deliverer, Through JESUS CHRIST Our LORD. Amen,”

* The edition of this work here quoted is entitled, ¢ Rules of War for the Infantry,
ordered to be obferved by their Majefties’ Subjects encountring with the Enemy upon
the day of Battel. Woritten by Lieutenant General Mackay, and Recommended to
All (as well Officers as Soldiers,) of the Scots and Englith Army. In xxiii Articles.
Publithed by his Excellencies Secretary.” It is licenced by Edm. Bohun, and ¢ Re-
printed at Edinbargh, by John Reid in 1693.”
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The Memoirs, which are now printed for the first time, are

preserved in MS. in the Advocates’ Library, in a small volume
in quarto, written in a fair distinct hand, apparently by some
amanuensis or secretary, employed by the General. The French
letters which are addressed to the King, and to the Earl of Port-
land, are contained in the same volume, and they are preceded
by a title page, as represented in the work now printed at page
169, with the addition of the following words :—* Recueilly et
Jidelement extrait des escrits du susdit Monsieur de Mackay. A
Bommel 1702.” As neither the Memoirs nor these Letters have
any pretensions to the character of autograph writings, the edi-
tors have, in this part of the work, taken the liberty to arrange
the punctuation, (which is generally very incorrect in the MS.)
according to their own judgment, and occasionally to modernise
the spelling, where it has been apparently vitiated by the blun-
ders of an incorrect copyist or secretary, perhaps imperfectly ac-
quainted with the language in which he was writing. In mak-
ing, however, these alterations, they have taken care not to
change a single word, nor to alter the spelling where it appeared
to be that which the writer habitually uses, and not to proceed
from carelessness or error in transcribing. In arranging the
punctuation they have found greater difficulty, as the style of
the sentences is often diffuse and involved, and there is conse-
quently sometimes considerable ambiguity, and doubt with re-
gard to the exact meaning.

The letters which form the appendix, and are perhaps the
most valuable and interesting portion of the work, have been
communicated to the editors by the Earl of Leven and Melville,
of whose ample and valuable collection of family papers, the ori-
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ginals form a part, and the club is indebted to his Lordship
for his permission so liberally given to print these documents
along with this edition of the Memoirs. It is to be hoped
that the interest excited by these letters may be sufficient
to induce his Lordship to make public a more extensive selection
of the stores in his possession of letters and papers which would
form valuable illustrations of the history of Scotland during
the seventeenth century. As these letters, now first printed, are
all original and autograph writings of the persons whose names
they bear, the editors Have taken care in this portion of the
work to preserve exactly the orthography of the MSS.

The editors are indebted to Lord Reay for the frontispiece
which accompanies this volume, being an engraving from an ori-
ginal portrait of General Mackay, in his Lordship’s possession,
executed by his orders, and presented by him to the editors of
the present volume.

The thanks of the editors are also due to John Mackay, Esq.,
the present representative in the male line of the family of Scoury,
to whose researches respecting the history of his illustrious kins-
man, they are chiefly indebted for the particulars which are re-
lated in the above notice of his life.

Edinburgh, March 1833.
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MEMOIRS OF THE SCOTS WAR, &c.

ALL the Nobility and gentry of the Scots Nation then at London being
met together at Whitehall, to confult of the next beft meafures to be
taken (after King James retreat into France) for the government of that
kingdom, agreed to offer the adminiftration thereof to the then Prince of
Orange, our prefent fovereign, untill a general convention of the ftates
thereof fhould refolve what further were to be done, which convention
was to meet in the month of March enfuing.

His highnefs having accepted of the government, gave orders for the
breaking of fome neu levies on foot in that kingdom, together with the
company entertained by the city of Edinburgh, apparently as not making
much ftate upon their affection to the caufe in hand.

The Crowns of England, France and Ireland, being devolved upon
their Majefties, the King, by the bad humour, fuddenly difcovered in the
major part of the late King Jamess forces, and the neceflity of returning
fome thoufands of the Dutch troops to their oun country again, as well
as of retaining the reft of them in England, to fecure his new got poffef-
fion, would not take all the requifite meafures for the fecurity of Scot-
land and Ireland ; neverthelefs, apprehending diforders in the former, if
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the convention fhould fit without any forces to countenance and fupport
his party, the King refolved to send Major General Mackay to Scotland,
with the three Scots regiments come out of Holland, viz. his oun, Brigadier
Balfours and Colonel Ramfays, notwithftanding, the faid Major General
was then very indifpofed for fuch an expedition, not being recovered of a
great ficknefs wherby he had been attacked fhortly after his landing in
England, but willing to contribute his utmoft endeavours for the advance-
ment of so good a caufe, embraced the command ; and having obtained
thipping, with fome arms for new levies, and what amunition could be
fpared, he imbarked the faid regiments much about -the midle of March,
and arrived in Scotland eight or ten days thereafter.

- The convention having fat fome days before the Major-Generals ar-
rival, the Ld. Dundee, with the Bifhops, and feverals of the difaffected
members of the convention formed a defign to feize fuch members of the
convention as were for their Majefties, as was probably conjeftured by
the Duke of Gordon’s refufal to deliver up the Caftle upon his Majefty’s
order, as he had offered formerly to do, and Dundee’s bringing to and
lodging about toun betwixt three and fourfcore horfe of his late regiment,
deferted out of England.

One George Hamilton of Binny, a gentleman very well affected for
their Majefties and the Proteftant Court, with communication of - the
Duke of that name, prefident to the Convention, got four hundred well
armed citizens of Glafgow to Edinburgh, which he fo lodged about the
Parliament Houfe, that the adverfe party found no fecurity in the enter-
prize, befides thefe the Convention ordered the Earle of Levin to beat
drums for volunteers, till the forces which they expeéted with the Major-
General were arrived, and the Earle of Argile got in fome of his High-
landers. Meen time Dundee feing nothing to be advanced by his longer
ftay at Edinburgh, and apprehending that he fhould be feized, or, (as he
alleged thereafter by a letter to the Convention), aflaffinated by the weft

country-men, to revenge his rigorous ufage of them during the late reigns,
‘retired with the forementioned horfe, after he had fpoke a confiderable
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time with the Duke of Gordon without the Weft-Port of Edinburgh,
apparently concerning his refolution to draw fpeedily to arms.

- In this condition things flood, when Major-General Mackay (whom we
fhall henceforth, for brevitys fake, call General, being the chief com-
mander of the forces of that kingdom, as well as of thofe whom his Ma-
jefty had given him out of England) arrived upon Leith-road: who,
having informed himfelf of the flate of affairs in that kingdom, difbarked
his men, not paffing eleven hundred, (the king having taken away their
old Dutch fouldiers out of thefe three regiments), and being informed
that the Convention had not continued King William, then of England,
in the adminiftration of the government of Scotland, he forebore to make
ufe of his infruétions from his Majefty ; but defired to att in concert with
the said Convention, in fo far as their commands fhould agree with their
Majefties intereft; in which he found the Duke Hamilton, very forward
and zealous, though others would gladly have perfuaded otherwife of the
Dukes condué, who, no queftion, did it, as confidering that his parts and
quality would eclipfe them, and fruftrate their defigns, if the king had
once a good opinion of the Duke, fo as to put intire truft in him.

Dundee being retired from the Convention, together with feveral other
Jacobites, a fummons was fent them to compear againft a certain day,
upon pain of being declared rebels and fugitives. Dundee anfuered the
fummons by a very difrefpectfull letter to the Convention, upon which
he was denounced rebell. '

At this time the General had fent fome companies to Stirling, and be-
caufe he did not much truft the Earle of Mar, heritable governour of
that Caftle, nor would not willingly let him know that he jealouf’d him,
upon pretext of an additional company lately levied, to reinforce the gar-
rifon of the Caftle, where there were many of the deferters of Colonel
Buchans regiment, he got the Earle perfuaded to receive a guard of fiftie
men, with a captain, to be dayly relieved into the Caftle, which captain,
becanfe the officers of the Caftle were but fubalterns, thould command
during his guard in the Earles abfenfe. By which invention, that firft
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poft of the kingdom was by fair means, without giving offence or fufpi-
cion to the Earle, fecured for their Majefties fervice.

The General, immediately upon his landing, diftributed money to the
three Scots regiments, which we fhall henceforth, for diftinétion, call
Dutch, to make them up each to 1200, as alfo to the Earle of Levin, to
levie of 780 men, according to his Majeftys order : and finding the dif-
pofition of that kingdom tending to a civil war by the retreat of the Lord
Dundee, with feveral other noblemen and members of the Convention, as
was touched above, as well as by the combination of feverals of the High-
land clans for their mutual defence, being afraid of the rifing fortune and
apparent favour of the Earle of Argyle, under the prefent government,
who had confiderable pretenfions upon their eftates, befides, that fome of
them had part of his eftate in pofleffion, by a gift of the late King, under
whofe reign the Earls father had been forfeited ; judging, I fay, that
thofe difpofitions would tend to a rebellion, and not queftioning but
what was at the root, felf-intereft and prefervation, as well in Dundee,
with the other offended members of the Convention, as in the combined
Highlanders, would be pretended King Jamess intereft: to make their

. party the more formidable, difpatched an exprefs to S*. Thomas Living-
fton to haften his march to Scotland, as alfo to the Lord Colchefters re-
giment of horfe. But this latter, being countermanded, after the revolted
battalion of Dumbartons regiment, came not doun till the matter of a
month thereafter. Upon Sir Thomas Livingftons arrival, the General
commanded him to Stirling and adjacents, both to fecure that pafs with
the foot they had fent thither at his difbarkment under Lieutenant-Colonel
Lauder, and to be fo much nearer the province of Angus, where. Dundee.
lay with the matter of 60 or 70 horfe of his former regiment ; the Gene-
ral, at his arrival, had ordered a trench to be made about that part of the
Caftle of Edinburgh, which lies towards the country, to hinder the com-
munication of intelligence and provifions, with the Duke of Gordon, after
he had difcovered his intentions to hold it out, and placed guards and
fentries towards the city to the fame purpofe; it being impoffible and
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vain to undertake any thing elfe, both by reafon of the fmall number of
the forces, with the want of cannon, bombs, and other ingredients, for an
attack, and the natural firenth of the Caftle rendering it very difficult to
be attacked with profpe@ of good and fpeedy fuccefs.

Dundee, as was touched above, having, by an uncivil letter to the Con-
vention, difcovered his intention of taking arms, the General ordered Sir
Thomas Livingfton to fall in to the province of Angus, with inftruétions
how to hinder his forming of a party, to furprife his horfe, and feize his
perfon, if poffible, and to lodge his oun dragoons, fo that Dundees horfe
fhould not affront him.

The Convention taking into confideration the untoward humours of
many of the nobility and gentry, the combination of the Highland clans
who apprehended the Earle of Argyles appearing greatnefs, and the
general difaffection of the northern provinces, as well as of the borders,
and of feveral of the chiefeft corporations of the kingdom, not ex-
cepting Edinburgh, whereof the greater part of the inhabitants appeared
not well pleafed with the late happy, and for the general intereft of
the Proteftant religion, as well as the liberty of Europe, fo neceffary a
revolution, refolved to levy upon Scots pay 6000 foot in ten regiments, -
12 troops of horfe, making 600, and a regiment of 300 dragoons ; and,
accordingly, diftributed commiffions to fuch noblemen and gentlemen as
did undertake to levy them, with levy-money, giving pouer to the co-
lonels, as well as to the captains of horfe, to make all their officers,
whereby it fell out that thofe troops never came to any perfection, tho
during the firft fix or feven months very punétually paid, becaufe the
chief officers, being all noblemen of no fervice, chofe the officers of their
regiments and troops, according as they had a kindnefs for their perfons,
or as they judged them popular, to get a number of men together, to the
diforder of thofe troops, helping not a little, that the General found him-
felf prefently engaged in the war, fo that he could neither fee them, nor
give order for their compofition or difcipline.

Towards the 20th of April, Sir Thomas Livingfton, according to his
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inftrutions, having formed a defign to furprife Dundee in a country
houfe of his, called Glenogilby, tho very well, and fecretly led on,
was neverthelefs difapointed by the retreat of the faid Dundee, the day
before Sir Thomas came out of his quarter, upon whofe advertifement to
the General, then at Edinburgh, of his mifluckt defign, and the Lord
Dundees motion to the north, the General judging his prefence at that
time more neceflary to diflipate thofe firft appearances againft their
Majefties government, (being by that time declared King and Queen of
Scotland), in the north, then at Edinburgh, particularly fince the Con-
vention was to be adjourned till the Kings return and pleafure, both as
to the acceptation of the Croun, and the changing of the Convention to
a Parliament thould come doun, he communicated his defign to Duke,
Hamilton, who judged it were fufficient to fend an other: But the;
General judging the confequence of letting Dundee, who wanted not his
arguments, to perfuade men to his meafures, play his perfonage among
the nobility and gentry of the north, and knowing that all the Duke of
Gordons intereft, which is confiderable in command of men, would joyn
with him as one man, having difpatched the Mafter of Forbes eldeft fon
to the Lord of that name, who alfo hath a pretty command of men, and
is no friend to Gordon, to oppofe the firft endeavours of Dundee, and
labour to difabate the inhabitants of the northern provinces, and overturn
Dundees perfuafions, as well as his endeavours to form a party, refolved,
upon the firft advertifement from the faid Mafter (to whom he had given
written inftruétions how to believe in thofe matters), to march northward
himfelf with what finall number of forces he would fpare from the fiege
of the Caftle of Edinburgh, with the fecurity of the government, and that
of Stirling ; in order to which refolution he had fent reiterat orders to
Colchefters regiment to haft on their march to Scotland ; which, accord-
ingly, arriving about this time, the General feeing them much fatigued,
and their horfes fpoyled in their backs, chofe 120 only of the regiment,
the Major and two captains, and fent them to the province of Angus,
upon his road to the north, whither he fent alfo 200 chofen firelocks of
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the three Dutch regiments, judging he would {pare no more for that ex-
pedition, and to the end he might prefs Dundee on all hands, he communi-
cated his defign to the Marquis of Athole, who made many proteftations
of his affe@ion to their Majefties, King William and Queen Marys in-
tereft, as well as to that of the Proteftant religion, reprefenting to him,
that readily, if he would follow his advice as a man who withed well to
his perfon and family, he fhould by the faid Generals progrefs to the
north find occafion to give the King, (to whom, as all of them faid, he
being unknoun as to their inclinations and affeétion to his government, as
yet they could not expeét fudden marks of his royal favour), fuch a con-
vincing proof of his zeal to his fervice in the beginning of his reign, as he
would find the advantageous effeéts of, during the whole courfe thereof;
whom finding difpofed to follow his directions, he appointed to order his
baillie, or fome in whom he would repofe truft, to have in a body 400 of
his beft Highlanders to pafs upon Dundee, who, retiring before the Ge-
neral, would readily pafs by fome part of his Highland countries, which
propofition the Marquis relithed well, and as the General difcovered him
afterward to have done, tho too late, to manage Athole for the behoof
of their Majefties fervice, who, being betrayd by his baillie, the General
concluded, (by the free paflage and kindly reception of Dundee thorough
his country, and other behaviour of his people, comtrary to their Majef-
ties fervice), that he had falfified his parole, and pluyd double game,
which made him alfo both reprefent to the government, and confider the
‘Marquis thereafter as fuch; by which means he had been loft for the
fervice, who had he been got throughly engaged in it, would contribute as
much to the fpeedy fettlement of the kingdom in peace, as any fubject in
Scotland. ‘

The General engaged the Earle of Mar alfo, to caufe obferve Dundee
-with 8 or 400 Highlanders about the braes or ‘height of the province of
Marr, where he was very likely to pafs; for about this time Mar began
to change in favour of their Majefties intereft and fervice ; and likewaies
he ordered the Laird of Grant, a perfon of a confiderable eftate and High-

B
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land intereft, and following, to make all diligence to the north, and not
only to hinder the paflage of his own country, called Strathfpey, from the
Lord Dundee, but alfo to caufe guard all the foords of Spey, which he
might eafily have done, had he ufed diligence, and followed his direc-
tions; but inftead of that, Grant flayed fome days after the General at
Edinburgh, while he beleived him before him to the north : which wrong
ftep of his was certainly without any defign of prejudice to the fervice,
tho’ highly punithable, had he been a man of fervice.

For Dundee, being preft by the Generals approach, paft into Murray
juft where Grant had orders to oppofe his paflage, and the Earle of Mar
fickned immediately, whereof he alfo died thortly thereafter; fo proved
that projeét, (which, had thofe three atted with diligence and underftand-
ing according to their orders, could not readily have failed to take effeét),
ineffeétual by the Marquis of Atholes Baillies treafon, who, inftead of
putting his mafter’s orders againft Dundee in execution, fent the Marquis
order, with affurance of his affiftance : by the Earle of Mars ficknefs
and death, which was the occafion, that the country of that nsme joyned
under Colonel Murrey in the rebellion ; and by the Laird of Grants too
long ftay, contrary to his orders at Edinburgh, about affairs of lefs mo-
ment.

It is neceflary to remember, that all this time the General could not
regulate himfelf by the Kings inftructions, but rather by order of the
Convention, which, immediately upon his landing, conferred upon him
* the General command of all the forces of the kingdom, raifed and to be
raifed, which he made no difficulty to accept of, tho he had no particular
inftru&tion for it from the King, being fure his Majeftie would be well
fatiffied fince the Convention had not continued him in the adminiftra-
tion of the government as that of England had done, that he, to whom his
Majeftie intrufted the fervice of that kingdom for him, fhould be alfo in-
trufted by them during their fovereignity, with the chief command of the
forces whereof they had ordered the levie.

Mean time arms had been diftributed to the Prefbiterians of the weft
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country, who fheued themfelves of all the kingdom the moft zealous for
their Majefties’ government and the Proteftant intereft ; and the moft
popular and leading men among them came to wait on the General, and
gave him from time to time account of their matters, who encouraged
them in their method of forming themfelves in companies, and continuing
their weekly excercifes of the handling their arms, whereof, fo far as the
government could not do it, they provided themfelves, fo zealous they
were for the caufe. )

In this pofture things flood in Scotland, when the Convention had
formed their embafly to offer the Crown to their Majefties, and refolved
to adjourn themfelves for fome weeks, forming a comittee of eftates for
the adminiftration of the government, untill their Majefties should have
accepted of the Crown, or that they fhould fitt again.

The General, as was touched above, finding not much prefent bufinefs
to do in the fouth, tho the government was not without apprehenfion
of an invafion from Ireland, and believing he might in a fhort time fruf-
trate the praftices of Dundee in the north, which he had certainly
effe®tuated, and fo difheart’ned the ennemys of the government at their
very firft undertakings, could he have carried along with him but 2000
good men: but his {mall number, whereof, as afterwards appeared, a
confiderable part was traitors, together with the promiffes of fuccours
from King James encouraged them ; confidering, I fay, that his prefence
was moft neceflary, where the firft appearances of troubles did thew
themfelves, left the command of Edinburgh to Brigadier Balfour, writing
to Major General Laniere, that he judged his coming to Edinburgh,
during his abfence in the north, for their Majefties fervice, went to
Dunde, one of the chief touns of the province, called Angus, where he
had ordered the rendezvous of his party, with which, tho but {mall, he
hoped to hinder the grouth of that of the difaffetted, and chafe Dundee, .
if he durft not venture in attion with him, out of thofe places where he
expeéted moft junétion, and fo at leaft train things. till the recruits and
levies were pretty far advanced : Having joyned his party at Dunde,
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compofed of 120 Englith horfe, of the Lord Colchefters regiment four
troops, of Sir. Thomas Livingflons regiment of dragoons, leaving the
other troops at Dunde, with Lieutenant-Colonel Livingfton, to keep the
province of Angus in awe, which was very difaffected, and 200 of the
three Dutch regiments, in all not exceeding 450 men, he marched to
Brechin, where he halted that night, making a detachement of 50 foot,
and as many dragoons, under command of his nepheu, Major Mackay, to
Levingfton, ordering him to feize upon the Northwater bridge, the ordi-
nary paflage to Fettercairn, where he was to halt till nixt morning, taking
fpecial care he permitted none to pafs before him, and to fall into the
village a little before or at the break of day, keeping the half of his party
in body, and ranging the houfes with the reff, in cafe, as the General
had fome intelligence, that Dundee with his party, might be lodged there
that night, knowing nothing as yet of his motion northward, which had
certainly fallen out, if a certain officer, as was fufpected, going to levie a
company in the north, and had feen the General pafs the ferrie at Dunde,
had not advertifed the Lord Dundee thereof, as he was within eight
miles to Fettercairn, where he defigned to lodge that fame night that the
General fent out Major Mackay to furprife his quarters, if he hapned
to be there.

The fecond day the General finding among the party of Englith horfe
but 40 that could pafs the hills, left the Major, who was fickly, with 80
horfe at Brechin, all fore backed and in diforder, and marched with the
reft of his party to Fettercairn, where, having underftood from Major
Mackay how Dundee, being advanced within 7 or 8 miles to that place,
had turned another way, upon the news of his being abroad, but no cer-
tainty whether back again to the north, or whether he had taken the way
up Strathdee, Brae-mar, and fo into Glenfhee, by which way he could
enter into the province of Angus again behind the General, which obliged
him (notwithftanding he was very impatient to be near him before he
fortified his party) to make an halt at Fettercairn at the foot of the hills
which feparate the fouthern from the northern provinces of Scotland,
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called in hiftory the Grampian Hills, till he fhould have certain notice
what way Dundee had taken, and for that end difpatched feveral poor
countrymen, with money in hand, (and a promife of more at their return,
with fure intelligence), upon country horfes after him towards both the
ways which he might have taken, who brought notice that Dundee,
baving underftood the Generals motion, made & feint as if he pafled by
Brae-mar towards the fouth into Angus, but that after fome miles march
he had turned doun towards Strathdone and Strathbogy, being the Duke
of Gordons lands, which he, with the Earle of Dumfermling, married to
the Dukes fifter, laboured to raife in rebellion.

Upon which advice the General marched over the hills, purfuing his
way the whole night till he had paft the river Dee at Kincardin, where
he had certain news of the ennemy, (as we may henceforth call him), by
an exprefs from the Mafter of Forbes, who nixt day met him with the
matter of 40 gentlemen of his name on horfe, and about 5 or 600 country
foot, who were fo ill armed, and appeared fo little like the work, that the
General, thanking the Mafter for his appearance for their Majefties
fervice, ordered him to difmifs thofe countrymen, with orders to be ready
to come together whenever any ennemy party threat'ned their oun pro-
vince, defiring the faid Mafter to beftir himfelf as much as he could, and
make as many friends for the government, with affurance of his effe¢tuall
recommendations to the King in his favour, which the Mafter alfo did
obferve very zealoufly, contributing all along, together with Sir George .
Gordon of Edinglaffie, to keep two confiderable and very difaffected
provinces in awe, under the obedience of their Majefties government,
whereof wee fhall have occafion to touch fomething hereafter.

The General, being advanced the lenth of Strathbogy, got notice that
Dundee had paft Spey 12 miles from Strathbogy, whom, tho his party
was much weakned, he refolved to purfue hotly, to give him no time,
either to draw to his party, by his cunning, fuch as had not declared
themfelves, or draw to thofe plain countries the combined Highlanders,
and to force thofe that had no mind to it to take arms with them: nixt
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dey then, being on his march towards the river of Spey, a gentleman
brought him a letter, writ by the Lord Dundee, from befides Inuernefs,
fignifying to the Magiftrates of Elgin in Murray, a country open toun,
fix miles on the other fide Spey, that he had met accidentally with one
Colonel Macdonald, with 900 or 1000 britkk Highlanders, with whom he
intended to meet Mackay, or return the chafe upon him; and therefor
defired to make quarters for that number of foot befides his horfe, for
that he intended to be with them nixt day, that is to fay, the fame day
the General got it, which letter, the Magiftrates hearing of his approach,
fent him, being unwilling to receive a vifit from fuch hungry guefts, who
kept at that time Inuernefs blockt up, to force them to a compofition, to
which, being but an open country toun, they agreed, buying off the hazard
of ane attack at the lofs of a little money.

The news of this unexpefted junétion of fuch a party of Highlanders
with Dundee, put the General at firft to fome nonplus what refolution to
take, for he confidered that it would be matter of the laft confequence
for their Majefties fervice, confidering the fmall number of forces at that
time in the kingdom, if he fhould happen to be beat. Of which advantage
the ennemy would not fail to profit, becaufe the whole north, by fair or
foul means, would declare for him, there being nothing, particularly in
the north, to oppofe them, if that fmall handfull were routed : and on the
other hand, the retiring fouthward, yea, the halting at Spey would give
time and occafion to Dundee to render himfelf mafter -of Inuernefs, as
well as of Elgin, with the provinces of Murray, Rofs and Caithnefs, which
were moftly affected to that party, befide the affront and difadvantage it
would be to the government to be fo early upon the defenfive. Those
confiderations then thus weighed, and the General relying upon fome
fuccours out of the province of Sutherland, which he knew to be well
affeGted to their Majefties and the Proteftant intereft, as well as from the
Lairds of Balnagown, chief of the Rofles, and the Laird of Grant, both
gentlemen of a confiderable command of men, and well affeéted, re-
folved to pufh forward, and inftead of lodgeing, as he had determined
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béfore he had received the forefaid letter at Spey, to take his quarter
that night at Elgin, where the inhabitants expected Dundee with his
Highlanders, difpatching an exprefs with orders to the Englith horfe,
which he left at Brechin, to pafs the hills, and follow him in all pofiible
diligence, being very well fatiffied to fee his fmall party fo defirous of
action, that the 200 old foot he had with him kept the horfe and dragoons
at the trott for feven miles betwixt Spey and Elgin, where he arrived
with fo much day, that he had time to view the ground, and poft his
guards in advantageous places, refolving to halt there till the reft of the
horfe fhould join him, difpatching prefently well affected perfons of the
country towards Inuernefs, both to encourage the inhabitants to ftand
firm to the government, with affurance of fpeedy relief, and to get news
of the ennemy, fending at the fame time meflengers to advertife the
Earle of Sutherlands men, with thofe of the Lord Rae, Balnagown and
Grant, to be in readinefs to march with their beft arms upon his firft
orders.

Mean time the General {ent orders to all the heritors of Murray to ap-
pear with their beft horfes and arms after the ufual way, when they were
called out for the Kings fervice, but their appearance teftified fufficiently,
that they were not fo fond of the change as might be reafonably expected
of men fo newly delivered from the greateft of all evils, temporal and
eternal flavery, the leaft whereof was fufficient to make the heathens
venture all, rather than fubmit to it. But Scotland was at this time fuf- -
ficiently prepared for the yoke, both by the popith defign, for the intro-
duétion whereof the laws muft needs be removed out of the way, which
proved an obftacle by the clergy, which, to favour fuch defigns, muft be
chofen, fuch as would preach what might ferve to the purpofe, and by
the minifters of ftate, particularly the fecretaries, who follow clofely (and
refine at every change according to the capacity of the perfon) upon
Lauderdales maxim of governing that kingdom by abfolute power, to
which the Kings abfence, who can know nothing of the affairs thereof,
but as they are reprefented unto him, no more than they would be repre-
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fented; but by his fecretary giveth occafion, and which can never be
abfolutely remedied, tho the King or Queen in being, have no defign
but their peoples happinefs, being always neceflarly abfent till there
come fuch a happy age as fhall produce minifters of flate, adminiftrators
‘of juftice, men fearing God and hating covetoufnefs, or that Scotland
be united with England, whereby their kings may have a clearer view of
their matters, and the occafion of men’s oppreffion to make up their own
families be removed. - But we fhall leave this fubjeét to the learned, only
adding in general, that in all the progrefles and marches of the General
benorth Tay, he teftified to have remarked no true fence of the deliver-

" ance which God had fent them, except in very few, and that the people
in general were difpofed to fubmit to, and embrace the party which they
judged moft like to carry it, their zeal for the prefervation of their
goods going by them, far beyond the confideration of religion and liberty,
which he attributed to their grofs ignorance occafioned by the negligence
of their minifters, as well as the large extent of their parifhes, which
made moft of them come feldom to church, befides, that the doétrine
urged moftly implicite obedience to the higher powers, without diftine-
tion or limitation, whether it was not more lawfull to obey God than
men, when their commands meet in oppofition, nor whether a prince can
be called the higher power, without having the legiflative as well as the
executive part of the government in himfelf alone.

The General having got up his fourfcore Englith horfe, marched
ftraight towards Inuernefs, difpatching the Laird of Grant, who had
joined him at Elgin, after he had been two days there, to his own country
to have the men thereof in arms, in cafe he might have occafion to call for
him, and ordered the Lord Raes [ ] (he himfelf being a child) to
fend under two principall gentlemen thereof, 200 chofen men, and the Laird
of Balnagown, an 100 to Inuernefs provifionally, till he faw how matters
would difpofe themfelves: being then arrived at Forres, he got news
that Dundee was retired into the Highlands from before Inuernefs, not
willing to hazard in action, fo he continued his way thither, where he
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met Balnagown with great proteflations of his affeftion to the Protef-
tant caufe and their Majefties government, which he alfo made appear
thereafter, by his readinefs to comply with fuch as commanded in thofe
northern parts their Majefties forces, having then got into Inuernefs,
together with his own party, some 4 or 500 men of the forementioned
families, which were only thofe he could make ftate upon. He ordered
the paliflading of all the avenues and entries with the principal ftreets of
the toun, and made a review of the inhabitants, which he found to be -
about 300 well armed and refolved men for the defence of their toun:
He ordered alfo the Lord Strathnaver and the Laird of Grant to levy
their regiments, for which they had taken commiffions, with all fpeed,
and to arm fo many of them as they could, with fuch arms as ufually
Highlanders make use of, mioft of them being of that fort of people.
Mean time he fummoned the chief heritors of the Earle of Seaforths
family, which is confiderable, as well as of the Lord Lovets, the for-
mer, called the Mackenzies, and thofe latter the Frazers, to know how
they were difpofed for the prefent government, to come to him to Inuer-
nefs, but found them partly difaffected, and partly irrefolute and indif-
ferent, and all of them more apparent to joyn againft than with him ;
which the General confidering, together with the weaknefs of his party,
and judging that not only his reputation, but the intereft of the fervice
would greatly fuffer if he fhould return fouth without leaving that
country in a more fettled condition, he difpatched an exprefs to Colonel
Balfour, commanding in chief, the forces in the fouth, ordering him to
difpatch Colonel Ramfay with 600 chofen men of the three Dutch re-
giments, (fuppofing them by that time pretty far advanced in their re-
cruits) with officers conform, and for his more fpeedy juntion, ordered
him to come the fhorteft cutt over Athole and Badenoch, in which Iatter
country the General was to meet him, to fecure his march in cafe Dun-
dee, with the Lochaber men, thould form a defign upon him in his march.

Balfour having received the General’s orders, made the detachment
under Colonel Ramfay, difpatching him prefently forward, but by mif-

c
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fortune, or rather providence, whofe direétions are above our reach, a
fleet of Hollands herring bufhes appeared upon the coaft at the mouth of
the Frith, the fame day Ramfay was buffie to pafs his detachement over
from Leith to Bruntifland, which the government fuppofing to be a
French invafion, being greatly alarmed, countermanded Ramfay, till they
had difcovered the truth of the matter, which hindred him two or three
days, and proved the occafion of all the difficulties and hazard for the
fervice, wherewith the General had to wreftle with a fmall handfull of
men for two or three months thereafter, mean time he laboured to have
continual news of Dundee and the Highlanders.

* A little before the General went to the north, happening in difcourfe
with the Vifcount of Tarbat, touching the Highland combination, and
willing to know what might be the true ground or motive thereof, was
informed by the faid Vifcount, that it was neither the love of King James,
nor hatred of King William, which moved them to it, or at leaft fome of
the wifeft of them, as Lochiel Chief of the Camerons, whofe cunning
engaged others, who were not fo much interefted in his quarrel, but that
it was out of the apprehenfion of the Earle of Argyles appearant reftaura-
tion and favour, whofe predeceffors, during their greatnefs, had always
quarrels with almoft all the families of the Macdonalds, to the extirpation
and ruin of a great many of them, and becaufe Lochiel had fome of the
late Earle of Argyles lands, which were forfeited in the reign of King
Charles, by a gift of King James in poffeflion, and that feverals of thofe
combinéd Highlanders did hold their lands of the Earle, thefe were the
moft apparent occafions of the Highland combination at firft; tho
after their juniion with Dundee, being fupported with the hopes of an
invafion out of Ireland, and more by the devifions which fhortly thewed
themfelves in Parliament, fpliting the party which appeared the moft
zealous at firft for their Majefties government, upon the account of the
feflion, whether out of tendernefs for the common intereft of the fub-
je€t, or felf-defign, I leave it there, the fubfequent behaviour of that called
the country party, making the latter seem the more probable, it was pre-

-
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tended for King James, but certain it is, that it may be eafily demon-
ftrated, that the Court party (as it was called) drove their oun more than
the court intereft, as happily, we fhall have occafion to touch in the fol-
lowing relation : fo that, on all fides, felf-intereft lay at the bottom.

The faid Vifcount of Tarbat propofed to the General a way which
feemed to him likely enough to fatisfy the Highlanders, fo as that they
thould not trouble their Majefties government, viz. that the King fhould
pay of all Argyles pretenfions, not furpafling, as he affirmed, 1.5000
Sterling, excepting Macklean, for which, if the reft were brought off a
medium might be found alfo upon the foot, that the late Earle of Argyle
had formerly condefcended; which propofition the General liked fo
well, that he wrote of it to the Earle of Portland, from whom he alfo
received an anfuer fignifying, that the King was well pleafed with the
overture, and that the Vifcount of Tarbat fhould fee to get it adjufted :
which letter, with one of his oun, the General fent to the faid Vifcount,
having received it upon his march to the north, but, as he was informed
afterward, inflead of imploying Tarbat in that tranfattion with the High-
landers, touching Argyles pretenfions, the government pitched upon the
Laird of Calder, a Campbell to his name, and kinfman to the Earle of
Argyle, in whom the Highlanders concerned, could not be fuppofed to
repofe fo much truft, nor did his behaviour in after times, teftify much
that he meant very fincerely with the government, tho a privy counfellor.
However, the General, during his abode in the North, having known the
Kings mind as to the Vifcount of Tarbats propofition, wrote to Lochiel
at two feveral times, but had no return, notwithftanding that he propofed
fairly to him under the prefent government; he wrote alfo to a gentle-
man, chief of one of the families of the Macdonalds, called Glengary, who
returned him a civil anfuer, but inflead of hearkning to his propofitions,
propofed to him the example of General Monck to imitate, who reftored
King Charles : which broke clearly off all further thoughts and endeavours
of accommodation by the General.

Dundee, as was touched above, being retired upon the Generals motion
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from Elgin towards Inuerness into the Highlands, after he had confulted
with fome of the chiefs of the Highland clans, and draun affurances by
letters from fuch as lay at further diftance of their adherence to him and
King James intereft, having given them a time and place of rendezvous,
paffed with his horfe at that time to the number of fourfcore thorough
the heights or braes of Badenoch into Athole, where he was friendly
received by the gentlemen of that country, particularly by the Marquifis
baillie, or fleward of his lands, called Stuart of Balleachan ; from whence
he marched to Perth, where he furprifed the Laird of Blair, captain of
horfe, with his lieutenant, and two other foot officers, which he carried
prifoners in all his marches for the matter of fix weeks thereafter, fendirg
them afterward to the Ifle of Mull, where Blair, a gentleman of good
confideration and zealous for the prefent government, after a great deal
of ill and barbarous ufage, died.

Dundee having ranged fome days through the province of Angus and
Perth, (both very ill affetted,) and got the number of his horfe augmented,
which was his principal errand there, and braved two troops of Leving-
ftons dragoons, left at Dunde under the lieutenant-colonel thereof, by
‘'which occafion he thewed, that he was either a traitor or a coward ; for
notwithftanding, he ‘was at leaft as ftrong as Dundee, and his horfe in
better cafe, he did not budge out of the toun ; after, I {fay, Dundee had paft
fome four days to fortify his body of horfe with fome gentlemen, and their
fervants which joined him, he retired into the Highlands by the fame way
he came, which made the General conclude that Athole play’d foul play,
and falfified his engagement at their parting to him : Therefor confider-
ing his country henceforeward as ennemys, he difpatched feveral exprefles
to meet Ramfay with direétion how to order his march, according as he
fhould be informed of Dundees motion, judging, according to his intelli-
gence, that if Ramfay thould follow his orders, fo as to have marched im-
mediately after Balfour had received command to detach him, he might
eafily pafs all hazard of being intercepted by Dundee, before he could
have aflembled a fufficient party to dare undertake it : and for the men of
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Athole, befides that they had not openly declared themselves as yet, the
Marquis with his eldeft fon being at Edinburgh. The General judged
Ramfays party, fuch as he had ordered it, fufficient to fecure their paffage
through that country, but being flopped (as was touched above) upon the
alarm of the Hollands fithers two or three days, and the Generals mef-
fengers party being returned back for fear of the Atholemen, and the laft
of them being intercepted by the forementioned Stuart of Balleachan,
kept prifoner in the Marquifis houfe three days, and the Generals letter
fent to Dundee ; Ramfay, after he had advanced within twelve wmiles of
the place where the General had promifed to meet him with his party to
fecure their junétion, feeing the men of Athole in arms as he marched
through their country, tho they attempted nothing upon him, who mag-
nified extremely Dundees Highland forces, which they affirmed, tho
falfly, were betwixt him and the General, from whom he received no late
advertifement ; withall being altogether a ftranger to the Highlanders and
their numbers, believed them to be really fo formidable, that it thould be:
no prudence in him, and as little fafety to the fervice to hazard that party,
and fo returned with all diligence again to Perth. But the morning before
his refolution of returning, he difpatched an express to the General,
giving account of his being advanced fo far, and his intention to lodge
at Ruthven in Badenoch, where the General had placed a garifon of
countrymen : The following night which exprefs coming to Inuernefs, on
Saturday night at even, the General having ordered provifions only for
two days for his party, and leaving fome three or four hundred country-
men, under command of Balnagown, whofe men they were moftly, for
the guard of Inuernefs, marched out Sunday morning early with about
100 Englifh horfe, 140 dragoons, at moft 200 old foot, and 200 High-
landers of the Lord Raes and Balnagowns men, in all about 640 men,
having fent orders to the Lord Strathnaver to repair fpeedily to Inuer-
nefs with all the ready men he had, as well as to the gentlemen of the
Lord Raes family, to bring thither 200 men more of their beft armed,
which was punétually and fpeedily obeyed, and fo after he had taken care
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for the fecurity of Inuernefs, which he judged of great importance for the
fervice, as much as his prefent bad enough circumftances would allow, he
purfued his way with all diligence to meet with Ramfay, and fecure their
junétion at all hazards, notwithftanding he had dayly intelligence out of
Lochaber, and could not learn as yet that Dundee had got any confider-
able number befides his horfe together, not willing to fpare any pains or
negle@ the reafonable methods of fecuring the fervice, as well as, becaufe
he could not make ufe for intelligence but of fuch as knew the High-
landers, and who might appear among them without fufpicion, and by
confequence Highlanders, whom he durft not throughly truft.

Dundee, having received by an exprefs from the Marquifs of Atholes
fteward the Generals letters and direétions to Ramfay, as well as intelli-
gence that Ramfay was to be in Badenoch upon fuch a day, made what
diligence he could to get a body of Highlanders, foot, joined to his horfe
capable to enterprife upon his party, (for at that time the Highlanders had
more refpect for our men than fome few months thereafter,) marched out
of Lochaber upon Saturday, at night, and entered into the braes of Bade-
noch, 12 miles above Ruthven, upon Sunday morning, with about 2000
men, which encreafed fhortly after to 1000 more, by which calculation of
time we fee, that if Ramfay had knoun the country himfelf, or had had
knowing men with him, in whom he could repofe truft, he might have
been at Inuernefs before Dundee entered Badenoch, for'upon Saturday
night he might have lodged at Ruthven ; and if the ennemy had approached
him in Badenoch, he had a fure retreat to the Laird of Grant’s country,
whom the General had a little before ordered to leave his men together
to the number of 7 or 800 for the fame purpofe, but the interception of
the Generals letters, wherein he had given him all neceffary direétions,
occafioned the miftake, fo that inftead of Ramfay with his party, which he
expefted to meet with that day infallibly, the General, being advanced
half way to Badenoch, met an exprefs from the Commander of the Caﬁ:le,
of Ruthven, with advertifement of Ramfay’s return, and Dundee’s
entry into Badenoch, 10 or 12 miles above the faid caftle; whereupon,
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coming to a halt, he confidered the confequence, which naturally might be
expeéted from his prefent circumftances, for he concluded the Marquis of
Athole, with his people, ennemies to the government, and looked upon
that country as ready to join with Dundee ; he expected no lefs of the
Lord Lovets men, he himfelf being the Marquifis fon-in-law, depending
wholly on his advice ; he looked upon the Earle of Seaforths country and
friends as flaves to their proper intereft, ready to join with and obey the
firongeft, and that the men of Badenoch would follow the fame meafures
with thofe of Athole. He confidered that the lofs of Inuernefs, which had
for gariffon but a few undifciplined Highlanders, to be a great advantage
to the ennemy ; and, on the other hand, if he fhould return back to fecure
it, that Dundee would form fuch a party in the Duke of Gordons country,
as well as in all the counties of Murray, Banff, Aberdeen, Merns, Angus,
and Perth, as thould not only be too formidable for all the forces de-
figned in Scotland, but would prefently cutt of all communication be-

twixt him and the fouth, from whence he could alone expe&t to be

fuccoured, fo that of two poffible evils he chofe the laft and leaft ap-
parent, and having difpatched exprefles to Inuernefs, affuring them, that
if the ennemy fhould turn head that way they might freely expeét him
in his rear, exhorting them in fuch a cafe to a vigorous defence; as alfo
to the Lord Strathnaver and the Lord Raes family to haft up thither the
fuccours he had ordered. He changed his march, and falling to the left
hand toward the Laird of Grants country, (who was prefent with him),
called Strathfpey, marched the reft of that day, and the whole enfuing
night, to gain betwixt Dundee and the Duke of Gordons country, which
was his neareft heip, to cover the Laird of Grants intereft, which lay nixt
to the place where the ennemy lay for the time, it being a neceflary maxim
in the war for fuch as would gain and keep friends never to abandon them
without neceflity. To gain betwixt Dundee and the fouth, to be mafter
as well of the retreat in cafe of neceflity as of the neceflary fuccours, and
to fee if, by fuch a fpeedy and unexpected motion, he might happily meet
with a favourable occafion to fall upon Dundees party in diforder and
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ftragling, to which that fort of people are very fubjeét ; but fo it was, that
after a continued march of 24 hours, whereby he gained the plains of
Strathfpey, betwixt Dundee and the low country, and willing in the be-
ginning of the war to try his fortune, not judging he hazarded much, being
ftronger than his ennemy in horfe, believing at that time his dragoons firm
and refolute for the fervice, and fo judging himfelf in fuch plain ground
mafter of his retreat at the worft, he marched with all poffible diligence
and fecrecy till he came within a mile and a half of Dundees camp, but
found he lay round about with a wood, and a marith within the wood, as
in a double trench, whereby he {faw there was nothing to be done that way,
but becaufe his foot was extremely weary and {leepy, he advanced near a
pafs, within a mile of the ennemy, and there halted from four till ten in the
morning, at which time, having put his party under arms, he marched to
the pafs to obferve the countenance of the ennemy, and to fee if he would
fhow himfelf, but in vain ; for the General was informed by fome of their
own number afterwards, that notwithftanding of that advantage of their
camp, upon the firft alarm of his approach, Lochiel retired about four
miles to the hills, from his camp, with all the foot, and with fuch precipi-
tation, that it looked more like a chafe than a retreat, which doth juftify
the Generals thoughts of trying to furprife them, which he had certainly
" done were the ground fuch that he could have come in fight of them.
Having then flayed at the forefaid pafs till towards four of the clock in
the afternoon, he judged, both for want of provifions and forage, and that
be could not lodge fecurely near an ennemy of that kind, whofe advan-
tage is that with which men ufually fecure their camps, as woods, marithes,
and rough ground, withall, being fo very unequall in’ number, that he
ought to retire from them further, and fo, having informed himfelf of the
Laird of Grant, marched that night about four miles doun the country,
from whence he wrote to the government of his prefent bad circumftances,
wherewith he charged principally the Marquis of Athole, concluding that
his countrymen durft not behave as they had done, both in the friendly re-
ception of, and the free paflage and affurance of affiftance to Dundee, with
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the interception of his exprefs and orders to Ramfay, whom they had dif-
couraged by their falfe news, without the- Marquis connivance, not {paring
at the fame time the Vifcount of Tarbat, who, both at London and Edin-
burgh, had promifed great matters of his credit in the county of Rofs,
efpecially with the name of Mackenzie, who can arm 1500 men, tho not
of the moft refolute fort, yea, affuring the General, that tho the Earle of
Seaforth, (who was with King James, and papift), fhould come to his own -
country, and among his friends, he, the faid Vifcount, would overturn in
eight days more than the Earle could advance in fix weeks ; whereby the
General, finding at his coming north the difaffection of the Mackenzies,
judged eafily that the Vifcount was not a friend, if not an ennemy to the
government, to whom he reprefented him alfo for fuch. Whereupon the
government fecured him as they would have done Athole, had he not gone
to England, where the King, upon the Generals letter fent up by Duke
Hamilton, caufed arreft him, and Tarbat being fet at liberty upon the writ-
ing a letter to his friends the gentlemen of the name of Mackenzie, retired
secretly into England and to London, where he found protection by his
coufin-german, the Lord Melvill, fole fecretary of ftate for Scotland, who
from that time forth, together with Tarbat, determined to lofe the Gene-
ral, as by the following relation fhall appear, tho with him fhould be loft
at the fame time the Kings fervice, which has very near proved the effect
of their malice. Whether defigned fo or not, betwixt them and God be
it, who, to his name be the glory, gave their Majefties arms, entrufted to
the General, fuccefs, fuitable to the juftice of the caufe, and the difinter-
efted zeal and unwearied endeavour wherewith he laboured to advance it,
yea, far beyond what he could reafonably have propofed to himfelf, con-
fidering the difficulties he had to wreftle with, not only from the ennemy,
but much more from the government, and fuch as the King entrufted and
benefited, (if it may be faid), only with the diretions and advantages
thereof.

The General, (to return to our relation), difpatched orders to the regi-
ments of Barclays dragoons and Leflies foot, (who lay at Forfar and Cow-

D
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per, in the county of Angus, being ordered doun to Scotland upon a letter
from him as he went to the north to S* John Laniere, when the new levies,
by the reasons above mentioned, did not fucceed fo very well,) to march
out of their prefent quarters to the north, by the road of Cairnmonth, pur-
fuing their way by the root he marked to them, till they should receive
his further orders, being as yet uncertain where he fhould have occafion
to join, fince he judged himfelf upon the defenfive, and fo obliged to regu-
late matters according to the ennemys meafures. The orders for the
march of thofe regiments he fent for difpatch fake, becaufe the affair preft,
by one ofthe Laird of Grants tennents, recommended for a very trufty man,
a Highlander, who was accuftomed to trade in Strathdee and Braemar,
where he was to pafs as the fhorteft way, and was not therefor judged fufpect
to thofe people, who, fince the Earle of Mars death, favoured the rebells.
But, to be fure, he fent other meffengers every day by another road, and
advertifed the Mafter of Forbes and Sir George Gordon of Edinglaffie, to
get together all the armed men they could, in cafe he were fpeedily obliged
to retire before the ennemy, who increafed in number dayly by the junc-
tion of fuch as would lay hold upon the occafion to robb and plunder,
which Dundee was forced to give way to, if he would keep fuch a rabble
together. Having difpatched thofe orders and letters, and informed him-
felf of the moft fecure and convenient poft in the Laird of Grants country,
having regard to the fecurity of his party, as well as means of forage for his
horfe, and provifions for the men, a fummer duelling of Grants, where
there were fome meadows and fields of eorn proper for the nature of the
party, whofe firenth was moft in horfe, was pitched upon, whither he
marched ; the Laird of Grant furnithing him with fome oat-meal and
theep for the men, with oats for the horfe, who found little or nothing in
the field, which made the Englith horfe quickly lofe their bellies and be-
come ufelefs many of them, and feverals of them died in that camp by fcarci-
ty of forrage, and extraordinary cold weather, tho pretty far advanced in
May. But the officers and men of that detachement of Colchefters regiment
never repined, tho feveral times, during a month, that that chicane with
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Dundee lafted, reduced to great wants of provifions and forage, notwith-
fianding the General took all the care poffible to have it out of Murray and
other places, who having pofted himfelf at the forefaid fummer duelling
of the Laird of Grants, engaged of fuch trufty countrymen, as he re-
commended to him, 10 or 12 to be always coming and going toward the
ennemy, who camped about five or fix miles above him, upon the fame
river, being refolved to ftay there till the ennemy drew nearer, who, fee-
ing our party making mine to expect him, might happily take it to con-
fideration, and expeét the junétion of more of his aflociates, before he
would venture upon our poft, which was advantagious for horfe, where-
by our fuccours, ordered north by the General, would have the more
time to draw near ; for as yet he believed not the general report, that Le-
vingflons dragoons were ill affected to the fervice ; where, for mark of
bis truft to them, he fent fome days before, order to Lieutenant Colonel
Levingfton to repair to the north with the two troops of the faid regi-
ment which was left with him at Dunde, and joined the party at his poft
called Colmnakill, which was fo covered behind with the river of Spey,
and before with woods and marifhes, with a little river to the right very
rough and ftony ; within which avenues there was a pretty {pacious plain
proper, as the General judged, for his horfe to gallop through thofe High-
land foot, who apprehend nothing fo much as horfe in the midft of this
plain. Grant had as much houfing as could cover our foot. The Gene-
ral kept the whole party by their arms, and the horfe faddled and bridled
in the night time, befides fmall guards of horfe and dragoons, for ad-
vertifement, pretty far advanced in the woods, and foot along the little
river which covered his quarter to the right, fo that he could not be fur-
prifed, tho’ his fpies thould not ferve him faithfully, whereof fome came
in every two hours at leaft. Befide thofe advantages of this poft we had
a {afe retreat down the river, in cafe the General might judge that the
fureft for the fervice. Two days afler the arrival of Lieutenant Colonel
Livingfton by the party, two deferters came into our quarter from Dun-
dee, who being brought to the General, he examined them, demanding
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why they had left Dundee, for one of them had been a ferjant in Wa-
chop’s regiment in England, and deferted after Sir David Collier was
made Colonel of it, carrying three more with him, which made the Ge-
neral fufpe@t him the more, telling him he lookt on him as sent from
Dundee to fpy his camp, and that he fhould be treated accordingly, if he
would not give a better account of himfelf. Whereat the fellow defired
to fpeak with him alone ; fo all officers being commanded out of the room,
except Sir Thomas Livingfton, he told the General that he was betrayed
by his own men, and being afked who they were, he named Lieutenant-
Colonel Livingfton, Captain Murray, Livingfton, Crighton, and feveral
others, few excepted, (but the Colonel, the Major, and Captain Balfour,)
of all the dragoon officers, who were not aétually in the plott, or had lefs
or more communication of it. And being further enquired what proofs
he had of thefe aflertions ; he anfwered, (as did alfo his comrade) that
befide that Dundee ufually affured his Highland Chiefs of Clans, that he
was fure of the dragoons, but that it was not yet time to call them, being
more ufeful to him where they were; that he faw him read letters from
his Lady to the fame purpofe, naming particularly the forementioned offi-
cers, together with one Lieutenant Murray of the fame regiment, a young
debauched fellow, but one of the aétiveft inftruments in that plot.
Whereupon the General, having heard all they had to fay, told them he
would fend them to the Laird of Grants houfe of Bala Caftle (where
garrifon was kept) to be kept in civil imprifonment, and well entertained,
till he fhould have occafion to difcover the truth of the matter, with
affurance of recompence, if their intelligence were found true, and ex-
emplar punithment in cafe it fthould be difcovered that they were fent
by Dundee of purpofe to make the dragoons fufpeét, and confequently
ufelefs to him ; whereat they appeared to be well fatisfied ; which made
the General believe the more what they had attefted; withall they ap-
pealed to the Lairds of Blair and Pollock, the Captain and Lieutenant of
horfe which Dundge had furprifed at St. Johnftoun a little before, then
prifoners in his camp, with whofe communication they had left Dundee
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to carry over that intelligence, left we fhould venture in aétion with fo
fmall & party, whereof fuch a confiderable part were traitors.

The prifoners being removed to Bala Caftle, the General confulted Sir
Thomas Livingfton concerning his regiment, who told him that he did not
believe the dragoons knew any thing of the plot, except it were very few;
but he himfelf did begin to fufpeét the behaviour of the forenamed offi-
cers, particularly after the Lieutenant-Colonels junétion with the two
troops, for that they were ufually ferious together ; but that always upon
his appearance near them, the matter, whatever it might be, was huthed
up, which fortified the General in the opinion they were rogues; howe-
ver, he refolved to flay in his camp till the enemy drew nearer, upon the
following reafons, that every day which he flay’d there was gain’d to him,
becaufe it drew nearer the expefted fuccour which he had ordered, and
loft to Dundee, becaufe it hindered his communication with thofe places
whereout of he expeéted his fpeedieft and beft reinforcement, particularly
in horfe, which he wanted moft, and that he judged, if he fhould pre-
fently retire, that he muft needs be obliged to repafs the hills before the
two forementioned regiments could join him, and {o leave all the north
to Dundee, where he would prefently have fuch a party, both of horfe
and foot, as fhould not only be too formidable for any renforce expeéted
at that time, but alfo for any thing he could put together in the nation
againft him, confidering the diverfion which the Caftle of Edinburgh, the
securing that of Stirling, the guarding of the government at Edinburgh,
and the apprehenfions both of a landing from Ireland, and a rifing upon
the borders, occafioned. Thefe reafons then confidered, the General re-
folved to ftay in the poft, after communication and advice of Sir Thomas
Livingfton, Lieutenant-Colonel Buchan, who commanded the detachment
of foot he had from the three Dutch regiments, and the Laird of Grant,
who had been ufeful to him, both as to the helping him to faithfull intelli-
gencers and meflengers, as alfo, with fome provifions and oats for the
horfes at firft, till it was got out of Murray by the Generals peremptory
orders, which they durft not refufe, not knowing how matters would go.
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At this time Dundee blockt by a detachment from his Highland army,
which was judged now about 3000 men, the old caftle of Ruthven in Ba-
denoch, where the Englifh kept a garrifon all the time they were in Scot-
land, and where the General at his firft arrival at Inuernefs had placed
one John Forbes, brother to Colodin, Captain in the regiment which Grant
was to levy, a refolute brifk young man, and very well affected to the in-
tereft, with about 60 men of Grants Highlanders; whom Dundee know-
ing to want provifions, by a letter of his which he intercepted, furprifed
him in that condition ; for fuch as had the charge to furnith him negleéted
it too long, and he being a young fouldier did not think of the nixt beft
remedy, viz. to take from the inhabitants, when the fecurity of his poft
did abfolutely require it. This gentleman, having no fubfiftance, was
forced to render the houfe which Dundee burnt, but capitulated for his
own and his garrifon’s liberty, and having been carried through Dundees
camp, did fee their horfes {addled, and all preparing for a march, and being
licentiated he met upon the way to our poft, and a mile from the ennemys
camp, two men on horfeback, the one clothed in blue, and the other in
red, whereof he in blue challenged Captain Forbes in French with a * Qus¢
vive,” who returning “#”ive le Roy Guilleaume ;” the other faid he had pre-
fently been commanded out of our poft to get news of the ennemy, and
notwithftanding, Forbes told him he would run hazard of being caught by
Dundees men, he neverthelefs purfued on his way ; whereof the Captain
having informed the General at his arrival by him as he was at dinner,
he prefently caufed make inquiry who had fent any horfe or dragoons
abroad, and if they wanted any of their number clothed blue, perfuad-
ing himfelf it was with intelligence from the officers of dragoons to Dun-
dee ; for he had given no order for fending out any for intelligence ; for
befide, that the Englith horfe were much ruined, fo that they could not
make parties, they were frangers in the country, and the dragoons he truft-
ed no more ; {o that he relayed moftly upon Grants men as to information

of the enemy.
Prefently upon this advice, fome of the {pies coming in, gave notice that
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the ennemy was in motion towards us; whereupon the General called
for the commanding officers, ordering them to put their men under arms,
and to draw out upon the plain, calling the Laird of Grant to him; to
whom he faid, that it was with regret he left his country expofed to the
ravage of the rebells, which neverthelefs he hoped thould be but for a
very few days, and therefor willed him to caufe his tenents remove their
cattle doun the country out of the ennemys way, who, in all appearance
being encouraged by his retreat, would follow upon his rear, by which
means his people, for the greater part, might happen to efcape good
cheap. To which Grant replyed, that, tho all his intereft fhould be loft
thereby, he would not wifh him to make one ftep to the prejudice of their
Majefties service.

The General did not judge it as yet expedient to difcover any thing
of his jealoufy of the dragoons ; therefor, becaufe he ufually made them
march in the front and rear of his party, he continued the fame order,
only he put the Majors and Captain Balfours companies behind, and the
Colonels with the other fgur companies in the front, that his prefence
might overawe the ill affected officers. He placed nixt the two troops
of dragoons the 200 foot of the three Dutch regiments, moft of them
grenadiers ; next to them the Englifh horfe, scarcely 70 ftrong at this
time ; and betwixt them and Sir Thomas Livingfton, who led the march,
200 brilk Highlanders of the Lord Raes and Balnagowns men, and
difmiffed what men of Grants were together, to the end they might do
their beft to defend their houfes againft ftragglers of the ennemy, and
remove their cattle out of their way, fince he was not in a condition to
protett them ; and continuing in order, as above, till it was obfcure with
the night, began his march when he knew that the ennemy was within
three thort miles of him, who, by this means, could not readily know the
certainty of his retreat that night no more than the way he retired by,
becaufe he had three ways to avoid engagement ; one towards Inuernefs,
which Dundee, not knowing his reafons, might readily belive his likelieft
way ; the fecond, which was the neareft to join the fuccours by twelve
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miles through Strathdown and Glenlivet, by which, if Dundee had un-
derftood the country and his trade to have informed himfelf exactly
thereof, he might have gained betwixt our party and the regiments which
we expected from the fouth, and put the General to a hard pull ; who,
tho he perceived the feafability of fuch a fachious accident, durft not
refolve to march through an ennemys country all Papifts, with an ennemy
four times his number in his rear; befides that the forefaid way was
very difadvantagious for horfe, in cafe of the ennemys approach ; fo com-
mitting to the providence of God, (againft whom there is no wifdom, nor
underftanding, nor councell can fucceed), he took his way doun the
river with hungry horfe and men, tho refolute, particularly Colchefter’s
horfe and the 200 fufileers upon whom he relied moft, and marching by
a gentlemans houfe called Grant of Ballandalach, who was with Dundee,
made no halt till he came to a place called Balvany, where he was forced
to fettle himfelf till he fhould gett fome bread for his men and oats for
the horfe; where, having met with Sir George Gordon of Edinglaffie
with the country foot, he furnifhed him with men to fend out for intelli-
gence, of whom he difpatched fome by the way he came, and others by
the way where he apprehended that Dundee would labour to cut betwixt
him and his fuccours; who came in nixt morning with news that he had
not quitt Strathfpey as yet. Whereat the General being very well fatif-
fied, fent neverthelefs prefently again others out the fame way, and
ordered a party of 12 dragoons to be fent out by the way he had marched
off, being in the greateft impatience in the world to have in fome pro-
vifions and oats, which came at laft about five of the clock at night. But
the General feeing none of thofe he had fent out in the morning return,
notwithftanding both officers and fouldiers grumbled, he would not flay
till they had given their horfe corn, and till the fouldiers had got fome
bread baked. He marched the party off in the fame order he had done
the day before ; and having paft a little river, the matter of a mile above
the place he camped in, by that time he had marched about an halfmile
on the other side, Sir Thomas Livingfton, who happened to be a little
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behind, difcovered the ennemy on the other fide, that is, the fide we
lodged on before, and marching ftraight to the fame ground we came
from, and to the foord where we paft. The General having ordered
Lieutenant Colonel Livingfton to continue a good pace, who then hap-
pened to be the firft officer at the head, galloped back to the place from
whence they difcovered the ennemy ; and having difpatched Sir Thomas
Livingfton to lead the party, with orders to continue a conftant pace,
fuch as thould neither weary the fouldiers nor lofe time, he placed him-
felf with about 50 or 60 horfe and dragoons upon an height in view of
the ennemy with his nephew, major to Levingflon, and the Mafter of
Forbes, who joined him there with about 50 horfe ; which the ennemy
perceiving, came to a halt to gather up their ftraglers, and form themfelves
in battalions, or rather by clans. Mean time the General detached his
nephew to a hill which lay to his left, about a quarter of a mile, from
whence being towards the ennemys flank as they thould pafs the river,
he could get a nearer and a more juft view of their force; but feeing the
ennemy defign to act betwixt him and Major Mackay, he called him
prefently back again. The ennemy having got up their men, paft the
river firft with their horfe, which we judged at diftance about 150, who
imbattelled themfelves to cover and favorife the paflage of their foot,
which alfo they imbattelled as they paft, and fo their baggage. Mean
time the General perceived them to begin to fet foreward after funfet,
and judging now his party about two miles in head, he turned his horfes
head, faying to the officers which were with him, ’tis long enough ftayd
here, ’tis better to flep, then gallop off. But Major Mackay being intent
upon the motion of the ennemy, and not hearing the General order to
march off, ftaid there behind a little, wherein he failed very little of being
intercepted, and marching after at a good rate, he efpied a party of 12
horfe, which appeared more becaufe of the twilight, to the Generals left
along the face of an hill, which fuppofing of Dundees horfe, made him
cry halt, to advertife the General: Who turning about, and feeing his

nephew galloping after him, judged he had fome of the ennemy in his
E
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croop, which obliged him to fend orders after the party to make Colchef~
ter’s detachment halt in the firft plain fpot of ground, ordering the reft to
continue their march, being very ill pleafed with his nephew for ftaying
behind him, whereby, if the ennemy were undertaking, he might happen
to engage him mal-a-propos ; but the horfe which alarmed the Major was
the serjant with 12 dragoons of Livingflons regiment, which were fent
out in the morning for intelligence, and who, hapning to be the Lieuten-
ant-Colonels serjant, and concerned in the plot, defigned to bring the
ennemy upon us in our quarters, as it was afterwards difcovered, the fame
being the man in blue which Captain Forbes had met within a mile of
Dundees camp, the day the General marched off, which as yet was not
known, fo that the fellow pretended to have run great hasard of the enne-
my, and to have marched far about to be free of them.

Sir Thomas Livingfton, then having got the alarm that the General
was engaged, drew up all the party in order to wait for orders, which he
prefently ordered to march, being diffatiffied at the halt: but no man
could find out the author of the alarm ; fo continuing his march till he
had paft the River of Bogie, where he was neceffitate to come to an halt
at four of the clock in the morning, neither horfe nor foot being able to
march farther ; there he caufed diftribute the oats and oat meal, which
had been got up in the former camp, and did let the horfe feed upon a
fpot of corn in the mens hands. Mean time he received news to his great
fatiffaction, that Barclay and Lefly would join him that day, fo to play
fure game, after two hours reft, he marched three miles further toward
his fuccours, putting a very ill pafs betwixt him and Dundee, and pofted
himfelf at the foot of an hill called Suy Hill, upon the common road from
the fouth to the north, over which he expetted the forefaid two regiments,
and from whence he could difcover two miles to all hands and ways by
which the ennemy could approach him, who all this while knew nothing
of the reinforcement he expeéted, contrary to the Generals apprehenfion,
who judged, by reafon, that all the countries by which they paft, were
affected to the ennemys party ; he could not be ignorant of thofe regi-
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ments march northward. But God, who over-rules all the aftions of the
creatures, preferved fingularly that fmall handful of men beyond all expec-
tation, confidering the firenth of the ennemy, and that of 600, 200 (in
which confifted our greateft advantage were they trufty to the fervice)
were to be confidered as ennemys: For, in the firft place, had Dundee
accepted of it, the General had engaged in attion with him in all appear-
ance, the firft day he came near, having then opinion of the dragoons that
they would fight, as happily he had done, had Dundee attacked him at
Culnakeill before the fpies difcovered the plot of the dragoons to him ; in
which cafe he had certainly, without a miracle, been beat, which would
be naturally of fad confequence to the government; for all benorth Tay
(which is far the more formidable half of Scotland as to the war, except
a few families which would be forced to follow the fame meafures, or be
ruined, befide all the borders on both fides) would declare for King James,
if afterward Dundee had got intelligence of the march of Barclay and
Lefly, as the General apprehended, and had immediately, upon the affur-
ance he had of our officers of dragoons, marched the fhorteft way along
the foot of the hills toward Cromar and Bognie, be could not fail either
of beating Lefly or Barclay, who lodged four miles diftant from each
other Monday night, or both happily, or tho he had no knowledge of their
march, or profpect of beating up their quarters, it was abfolutely his game
being fo much fuperior in force, having intelligence with a confiderable
part of ours, the neighbouring hills for fure retreat in all cafes, and being
favoured of the country ; I fay, confidering thoft advantages, it was ab-
folutely his part and true maxim to get betwixt the General and the fouth,
it being eafily conjeftured, that if there were any forces in the kingdom,
he would order fome to his fuccour, and his very motion fouthward might
teach fo inuch to a cunning ennemy, befide that the cutting the Generals
communication with the government and the principal force of the king-
dom, could not but be of notable confequence and advantage to Dundee,
and difadvantage to the government, whereby we may fee the hand of-
providence very vifible in this efcape of o inconfiderable- a party, whofe
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defeat at that time would naturally draw difficulties upon the government
not eafily to be redrefled, by the reafons above mentioned, as well as the
divifions which already began to difcover themfelves in that very party
which carried the convention in favour of their Majefties government,
whereby we fhould learn to be modeft when it pleafeth God to blefs the
fervice in our hands, which the moft experienced and clear fighted in their
profeflion will have reafon to do, if they examine impartially themfelves,
either as to their judgement, diligence and refolution, wherein they fhall
find enough to humble them in themfelves, and move them to give the
glory to God ; befide, that if we projeét and defign any thing which the
iffue doth juftify as advantageous to the intereft we ferve, we ought to
attribute the defign, as well as the favourable fuccefs thereof to God, in
whom all his creatures do live, move and have their being, and whofe
gift it is when men have the fpirit of their calling, is, as we fee by the
example of Saul, David and others, to whom God gave fpirit conform
to the dignity he called them to, a double blefling, when it is given in the
fear of the Lord, and continuall dependance upon his fatherly goodnefs
to inftruét and ftrenthen us in our profeflion, fo as denying all felf and
private regards, to carry on the fervice wherewith we are intrufted with
Chriftian fincerity, and unwearied zeall and diligence according to the
apoftle, ferving our Mafters not with eye fervice, but as the fervice of
Chrift, doing the will of God from the heart.

The General being come to the foot of Suy Hill, where he expeéted
that day the junétion of Barclay and Lefly, and was out of all hazard of
being engaged or cut from his expefted fuccours by Dundee, he let
his party repofe, tho not much refreth themfelves, having little or no pro-
vifions ; wherefor he fent to the Lord Forbef’s houfe, two miles off, to
fee if any bread could be had, or quickly baked of oat meal, to fupply his
hungry foldiers, the horfe getting fomething now in the fields to pick at,
where order was given to prepare fome bread ; but the Generals fpeedy
march that night towards Dundee difapointed us of that fupply. Barclay
being arrived at 12 o’clock, and Lefly towards fix in the afternoon, having
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a long march that day upon the reiterat prefling orders which the Gene-
ral fent to haften them. He refolved as foon as the night thould hinder
the fight of his motion from the tops of the neighbouring hills, to march
ftraight to the ennemy, which he did after ten of the clock ; the day in
thofe northern parts of Scotland in that feafon of the year being very
long, which accordingly he did, after he had given their pofts to all the
troops, fetting the 200 Fufileers of the three Dutch regiments at the head
of all, by reafon of the night and ftrait ways, not difcovering any thing of
jealoufy of the dragoons as yet, except to the Colonel and Major. But
the ennemy being about eight miles off, as he fuppofed, upon the lands of
Sir George Gordon of Edinglaffie, (which, with the houfe they had
wholly deftroyed), and becaufe of the fhortnefs of the night he could not
propofe to himfelf to furprife them in body, becaufe of their fenteries by
day time upon the tops of the hills; but the Highlanders ferving more
for plunder than affection to the fervice, cannot be kept from firagling
over the face of the country, as well in their marches as camping, particu-
larly when they were not paid, nor no general method taken for their
fubfiftance : fo he hop’d if they could not gett them in a body, he might
catch fome of them, and difcourage the whole.

But the traiterous officers of dragoons prevented him by difpatching
two dragoons off in the night to give them advertifement, who, with
others of the ennemies, not being able to follow their body, were got hid
in a wood befide Edinglaffies houfe, which proved the moft clear evidence
of their treachery thereafter ; for fome countrymen having advertifed
Edinglaffie, that the ennemy was diflodged, for the General would not
advance detachments at any confiderable diftance, both becaufe of the
roughnefs of the ground, whereby the retreat would be difficult to him if
attacked by the ennemy, and becaufe he would not have them alarmed, if
happily he might come near with his whole force before they had notice
of it, at leaft fo as to have time to call in their firaglers; Edinglaflie, I
fay, being advertifed of their retreat, and that there were yet fome firag-
lers about his houfe, rode off with the Mafter of Forbes, Major Mackay,
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and fome others, and got two dragoons of our oun, as above, hid in the
woods, with a fervant and a boy belonging to one Captain Bruce, formerly
Captain-Lieutenant in Livingftons dragoons in time of King James and
feveral Highlanders. The. fervant and the boy being examined, confef-
fed that the ferjant mentioned above, who had been commanded out with
12 dragoons to get news of the ennemy, had been in Dundees camp, had
fpoke with the Lord Dundee apart, and that immediately thereafter the
faid Dundee had ordered the march, which was at the fame time Captain
Forbes had met with him. The two dragoons alfo confefled fo much, that
the General finding his party now augmented, judged expedient to feize
the perfons of Lieutenant-Colonel Livingfton, with the other fufpected
officers of Livingftons regiment, which done he marched after the ennemy
to Balvany that night, and next day to Culnakeill, from whence he had
retired five days before, where having got notice that a party of the en-
nemy was on the other fide of the river, he ordered Livingfton to com.
mand out 200 dragoons, who himfelf underftanding that the Laird of
Grant had been preft by the ennemy, went out with Lieutenant-Colonel
Hauly of Barclays regiment, and Major Mackay, with a greater number
than the General had commanded; who, in the mean time knowing
Dundee not to be far off, kept the reft of the party under arms, either to
fuftain Livingfton, if he fhould have met with a greater number than was
expeéted, or to oppofe Dundee, if, upon notice of a confiderable detach-
ment, he thould refolve to fall in his quarter, for he was ftill fironger in
number than we, tho the General efteemed his party more formidable by
the unequality of horfe and dragoons.

Livingfton being marched about two miles fair ground from the river,
met with 500 men of the ennemy, who, by the indifcretion of his adjutant
riding before about a quarter of a mile, had got the alarm fo foon, that
(notwithftanding he galloped all the way after them, when he got dif-
covery of them) they gained the foot of a great fteep hill before he could
join them, by which means they efcaped him with the lofs only of about
80 or 100 men, whereas, if the adjutant had been fo prudent when he
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had difcovered the ennemy, to retire without noife to give his colonel an
account thereof, not one of them had efcaped in this little occafion.
Livingftons dragoons fhewed a great deal of forwardnefs to rub off the
affront occafioned by their officers, as did alfo the Englifh dragoons of
Barcklay. There was of our fide a captain of Barcklays regiment, with
fix dragoons of both the regiments killed, and fome wounded. Mean
time of this fkirmifh, news came to the General that Livingfton was un-
equally engaged againfft Dundees, whofe force, (tho he did not believe
him in any hazard, fince he had double the number of Dundees horfe
with him, and fo was always mafter of a fure retreat, fleping fo that
the foot could not attain, neverthelefs, to neglet nothing, and to fee if
happily Dundees miffortune might have engaged him in that plain ground,)
paft the river with all the reft of the party, but met Livingfton a mile on
the other fide upon his return to the quarter, whither he alfo returned
with the whole, fending next day the reft of Colchefter’s detachment into
Murray, with orders to repair fouthward to join the reft of the regiment,
the north of Scotland being fcarce of good forrage for fuch large horfes,
and to carry along with them, in fure cuftody, the officers of dragoons
which were made prifoners.

Colonel Ramfay, as hath been faid above, having retired upon the
alarm of the great numbers of the Highlanders to St. Johnfloun, again
fent for new orders to the council, giving them account of the reafon of
his return, who ordered a detachment of 100 dragoons of Barcklays regi-
ment (before it had received the Generals orders to march to the north)
200 men of Levins, and 100 of Haftings regiment to join him, with
which he marched again through Athole and Badenoch to Inuernefs.

Of which march, if the General had had timely advertifement, he might
have given Ramfay fuch direftions that Dundee would have much ado to
difembarrafs himfelf of both, but he got the notice of it fo Iate, that he
was paft the place where Ramfay could have hindered him, before he
could come the lenth from Inuernefs, upon the orders fent to him to that
effect. Withall he had orders to bring fome provifions along with him,
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which hindred his march fome what, notwithftanding the General did
judge that he could not engage Dundee, and that he faw no way to fecure
himfelf of provifions in thofe rough and boggy countries, where no wag-
gons or carts could poffibly follow. Neverthelefs, not willing to quite
the purfuit of him till he had forced his piece-meal forces to enter Loch-
aber again, having joind Ramfay he marched up Strathfpey, and into
Badenoch, both lying upon the fame river of Spey, having before fent
orders to Inuernefs to get fome meal to Ruthen in Badenoch, which was
fo long a coming, that the forces wanted provifions 24 hours before he
could retire, till he was certified fo well by his {pies as by a party
of 100 dragoons, which he fent after them till within 10 miles of Locha-
ber, that the Highlanders were difperfed every one to his own houfe;
whereupon he fent Barcklays regiment to Strathbogy, an houfe be-
longing to the Duke of Gordon, where there was grafs for fome weeks,
Ramfay with the detachment of the three Dutch regiments to Elgin, in
the county of Murray, and took Livingflons regiment of dragoons,
Leflies of foot, with 300 of Levin and Haftings regiments, and the 200
Highlanders with him to Inuernefs, where he flaid the matter of a forth-
night, to fee if the ennemy would undertake any thing further, and to
fettle the neceflary orders.

By this time feveral companies of the Lord Strathnavers and Grants
regiments were levied, but being without cloaths, arms or difcipline, the
General laid no firefs upon them for the fecurity of thofe northern parts ;
but confidering all the counties benorth Spey, except that of Sutherland,
(comprehending the Earle of Sutherlands and the Lord Raes countries,)
and the Lairds of Balnagown and Grants men, either difaffected, or fuch
as could not be made ftate upon, he refolved to leave Sir Thomas Living-
fton to command there in chief, and for forces, his own regiment with
Sir James Leflies, the 300 of Levins, and Haftings regiments, and the
200 Highlanders, befides what he could make of the new levies, and upon
occafion could call for out of the county of Sutherland, and from Balna-
gown, and Grant ; having at his return to Inuernefs writ to Duke Hamil-
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ton as the Kings Commiffioner in parliament, that he faw no way to fub-
due the Highlanders, confidering their country was full of mountains, bogs,
woods and difficult pafles with inacceflible retiring places, where it was
impoffible to hunt them out, as well as to fubfift a forthnight in fuch bar-
ren and defart countries, but by placing a formidable garrifon at Inner-
lochy, with other fmaller ones in their places; therefore wifhed that his
Grace, with the Parliament and Council, would take it to confideration
fpeedily before the feafon were further fpent, to provide the neceflary ma-
terials for fuch a defign againft his arriva] in the fouth, whither, feeing the
ennemy attempt no farther, he moved, toward the 20th of June, with the
detachment of the three Dutch regiments, only after he had given to Sir
Thomas Livingfton fome general idea of the matters of the north by way
of inftruétion, recommending the improvement thereof to his own judg-
ment, according to the dayly occurrences, leaving the regiment of Barcklay
in the county of Aberdeen, with orders to chufe quarters where they could
beft fubfift ; but judging the houfe of Braemarr a very fitt place for a gar-
rifon, becaufe that it was far advanced in the Highlands, and covered the
forefaid county of Aberdeen ; with all to bridle the Marr men, who had
already difcovered their affeétion to the ennemys party, he difpatched 50
horfe, 50 dragoons of Barcklays, with 60 foot, and fome provifions, to
take poffeffion thereof, with a written order to the captain of dragoons
to puth forward with the horfe and dragoons, leaving the foot to follow
with the provifions: and having put 20 of his dragoons in the houfe in
pafling, marched forward without halt, and before day, to the houfe of
Innerey, three miles further, with all the diligence and fecrefy pofli-
ble, whereby he might readily furprize them, with feveral other gen-
tlemen of note, who, upon the {eparation of Dundees party, retired that
way. But inftead of following his order when he had got into the houfe,
he ftayed till he had refrefthed his horfes, whereby day furprifed him be-
fore he had got the length of his prey, which efcaped him neverthelefs fo
narrowly, that he got fight of them running in their fhirts to a wood near
the houfe where they were ; whereby we are taught that the leaft minute
F
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of time is not to be negletted in the war, becaufe the delay can never be
fo fmall but it may overturn the enterprize, and that all negleéts therein
ought to be punithed according to the importance of the diffappointed de-
fign ; whereby men, who do not their duty for confcience, may be taught
to do it for the fear of punithment. Neverthelefs, tho’ the neglett was of
importance to the fervice, and the behaviour of the commanders of the
party, after the mifling of that prey, looked very faint-hearted, the General
judged not feafonable to take much notice of it, but diffembled his
thoughts, becaufe one of the captains was a ftranger, and the other the
Mafter of Forbes, a young youth, whom he hoped to make ufefull to the
fervice, tho’ as yet bathfull before his ennemy, having never feen any.
Innerey and his guefts having efcaped this lurch, fent with all fpeed
meflengers out to gather the country people to take the pafles before horfe
and dragoons, and to incommode them in their retreat, while they retiring
after their diffapointment to the Houfe of Braemar, fet their horfes loofe
a grafing, and very fecurely laid themfelves down to fleep about the houfe ;
whither Innerey, approaching with a few men to a rock above, and with-
in a muiket fhot to it, wakned them with his fire, at which their horfes fo
ftartled, that after much ado to have catched them, without expeing to
be attacked, forfook the houfe, and galloped all their beft doun the coun-
try ; whereof Innerey laying hold, burnt the houfe to free them of the
neighbourhood of a garrifon. The party of foot being advertifed of this
retreat, took itfelf to a gentlemans houfe, with the convoy of provifions
of neal, malt and fome ammunition, and difpatched an exprefs after the
General, (who continued his march fouthward) to give him account of
the ill fuccefs of the party, who, knowing that the adverfe party would
make a great noife of that feeming advantage, notwithftanding of his great
hafte to Edinburgh to put life in the defign of Innerlochy, and that he had
not a days bread with him for his party, nor could he expeét any that time
of the year in that Highland country, refolved to turn of his road to re-
drefs that litle diforder, tho all this while he was fo weak, not being re-
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covered of the ficknefs he got at his landing in England as yet, that he
could not but with great inconveniency keep himfelf on horfeback.
Having then difpatched account of this little diverfion to Duke Hamil-
ton, entreating the neceflary preparations, whereof he marked the parti-
culars, fhould be made for the expedition of Lochaber, and given order
for a weeks provifion for his party (not exceeding 500 men) to follow
him, he marched away in the afternoon, and continuing his way all night,
joined the fixty foot which he had detached for the garrifon of the Houfe
of Braemarr, about ten o’clock next morning, after he had difpatched or-
ders to Barcklays dragoons to march up the River of Dee by a plain coun-
try between hills, (commonly called Strath in Scotland,) while he, with
his foot marched ftraight over the hills: For he judged that the ennemy
would expeét fuch a motion, and therefor would gather what party they
could together, to catch an opportunity in that ground too favourable for
that fort of people againft regular forces, if his party were not formidable
enough to overaw them ; and having joind the dragoons, together with
the Mafter of Forbes, and fome ftore of meal for the providing of a garri-
fon for fome months, he marched up to the Houfe of Braemarr, where,
finding it burnt, and the vaults incapable to lodge any number of men con-
veniently, after the burning of Innereys houfe, with all his lands, defcend-
ed the river to Abergeldie, where he lodged 72 men of his detachment
under the command of a Captain, Lieutenant and Enfigne; which fmall num-
ber kept a 1000 from doing of any confiderable prejudice to the government.
Which being done, hefent the dragoons, with the Mafter of Forbefs troop,
to their former quarters doun the fame river, and with the reft of his foot
party, paft the hills into the county of Angus, ftraight to Edinburgh, where
he arrived about the beginning of July, and found not the leaft difpofitions
made for the defign he propofed, viz. the placing of a garrifon at Inner-
lochy, as the only means appearing to his judgment capable to fubdue the
rebells, to which there muft needs a Fort be built. But there being no
means to be provided of materials for fuch a work, it being impoflible to
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have them made time enough for that year, becaufe the rains begin foon
in the Highlands, the General propofed in council to have 1500 pio-
neers levied out of the northern countries, each of whom fhould be obliged
to carry his fpade, thovel or pickax along with him, and to furnith a months
provifion of meal, with horfes to carry it, as well for 400 men, which he
defigned to employ to that expedition. As for the pioneers, a propofition
(tho no other could be offered at that time) which, underftanding the na.
ture of the enterprize better afterwards, he eafily difcovered to prove ne-
ceffarly ineffectual, not only becaufe the pioneers fo provided of materials
could not be furnifhed, and that, tho that difficulty were to be overcome,
it was impoffible to get fubfiftance to the forces for half the time, which
muft needs have been employed to make the fort, there being no foregoing
meafures taken to fend it by fea, much lefs to get the garrifon provided
of cover for the enfuing winter, or fupplied with provifions, tho all the
reft were feafible. All which difficulties were moftly occafioned by the
courts neglecting the Generals propofals fhortly after his landing, to have
three fmall frigates fent down to him to facilitate all defigns to be formed
againft thofe rebells who inhabited the north-weft coafts and iflands of
that kingdom, and were feparated from the reft thereof by a fpacious dif-
tance of country full of bogs, hills, lakes, woods and inacceflible rocks,
where a {mall number of people knowing the ground, with the advan-
tages of the pafles and difficult ways, might eafily have rendered them
impracticable to a far greater number of better forces in plain ground;
becaufe the Highlanders, with the profpeét of a very inconfiderable lofs,
can in fuch ground approach a ftrong ennemy marching through their
country to watch an opportunity, being fure of their retreat, tho they
happened to be repulfed, becaufe none but men clothed and armed as they
themfelves could overtake them ; {o that the General confefled thereafter
that his defeat faved in a manner his reputation, becaufe if the rebells
proved opiniater, as we have reafon to believe by what we faw of them
afterward, he could have done nothing but return back again with his
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finger in his cheek, if he would not ftarve all his forces: nay, he could
fcarcely have carried along fubfiftance enough to carry him thither and
back again tho he fhould make no ftay : Whereby he confefled that
the whole defign, confidering the inability, ignorance and little for-
wardnefs of the government to furnifh the neceflary ingredients for the
advancement of their fervice, was built upon a fandy foundation, and
much like the building of caftles in the air; but his impatience to fee
an end of that war which was fo contrary to his humour, and not
knowing all the circumftances of that enemy, as to the nature of their
country, particular numbers of men which each of the combined rebels
was able to bring out, nor yet their way of, nor firmity in, fighting,
no more than the unconcerned method of the government in matters
which touch them neareft as to their general fafety, each being for
his particular, and fixt upon his private projeéts, fo as neither to fee
nor be concerned for any thing elfe; I fay, the Generals ignorance of
thefe particulars as yet being thirty years a ftranger to that kingdom, with
his defire to be quickly rid of that embarafs, occafioned that he eafily
flattered himfelf with the fuccefs of that defign at firft, tho he foon (tho
too late, being already imbarked in it) faw that it muft needs prove fruit-
lefs for that year, tho he fhould have met with no other oppofition from
the ennemies, but to perfift in their rebellion, and only keep themfelves
out of his way with their cattle, which they might eafily do, the nature of
their country furnifhing them abundance of convenience thereto. But
befides all thofe difficulties, which were too fufficient to fruftrate the de-
fign for that year, the government keept above three weeks at Edinburgh
after his return from the north, ere they could condefcend upon a way to
carry forth a fortnight’s provifions for 400 men only ; which certainly
proved the occafion that he did not prevent Dundee, by fecuring the
country of Athole, Badenoch, and fome others of the neareft Highlands,
before he could be in a pofture to oppofe it ; the government being fo ill
compofed at that time, that the ennemy was advertifed of all our meafures
by fuch as voted them in Councill, to which thofe delays gave them con-
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venience enough. About this time King James being advertifed that the
Highlanders would lofe their patience, feeing the fo often renewed pro-
mifes of fuccours like to faill for good and all, commanded Brigadier
Cannon with 500 Irifh to embark upon three fmall French frigates at
Belfaft in Ireland for the fuccour of Dundee, with large promifes to make
them quickly be followed by a greater number ; who, having upon their
way met two little Scots veflels armed for the guard of that coaft, and to
hinder the paflage of Irith into the Highlands, forced them and landed
their men fafely in the Ifle of Mull, from whence they joined Dundee
with his party. I forgot in its place to fhow how that the General, find-
ing himfelf with fo few forces in the North, prefled by a firong party of
the ennemy, and betrayed by a confiderable part of his own little party,
wrote to the Council to order two or three of the new levied regiments
with fome troops of the horfe and dragoons, to the county of Argyle,
under the command of the Earle of that name, who could join a confider-
able number of his vaffals, upon ocecafion, to them to form a diverfion, by
falling in into parts of the ennemies countries to withdraw fome of them
from purfuing their point fo hotly towards the north.

Before the General's return, the caftle of Edinburgh was rendered by
capitulation to Sir John Lanier, who upon his letter, as was traced above,
had come to Edinburgh to command in the fouth in his abfence, and to
call for fome more regiments out of England, in cafe of any flirrs in that
part of the kingdom, or of a landing out of Ireland, King James being
at that time mafter of all that kingdom, except Londonderry and Inch-
killin, and having the grofs of his force in the northern parts thereof,
from whence there is but a very fhort paflage of fome hours over to the
" fouthweft parts of Scotland.

The General then having refolved to carry only fix battalions of foot,
making at moft 3000 men, with four troops of horfe, and as many dra-
goons, new levies with him for that expedition, with intention to join
Argyle with what forces he commanded in his country, if the fervice fo
required, ordered the rendezvous of the faid forces, the foot confifting
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of a battalion of each of the three Dutch regiments, with the Vifcount
Kenmores, Earle of Levins and Haftings regiments, the two latter not
compleat, becaufe of detachments they had in the north at Perth, taking
his way thither over Stirling, both to fee the caftle and fome regiments of
foot with troops of horfe and dragoons of the new levies which lay that
way. But fome few days before his departure from Edinburgh, he was
advertifed by the Lord Murray, eldeft fon to the Marquis of Athole, that
his fathers fleuard Balleachan, with fome gentlemen of the county of
Angus, adherents of Dundee’s party, were fortifying themfelves in the
houfe of Blair Athole to fecure that country the better for King Jamefs
intereft, refolving to defend it againft the Lord Murrays order, the
Marquis being at this time in England. Murray being Duke Hamiltons
fon-in-law, the General defired to fpeak with him of thofe matters, in
prefence of the Duke, where he declared that he had no hopes of per-
fwading the men of Athole to join with the Kings forces againft Dundee,
their inclination being more for King James than their Majefties govern-
ment, but engaged to do his beft to rénder himfelf mafter of the caftle of
Blair before Dundee could be there; to which end, and to hinder them
from joyning Dundee, he was to go to Athole and gather all his fathers
vaflals together, believing that Balleachan and the tenents he had with
him durft not deny him entry in his own houfe; to which the General
anfwered, that he defired no more of my Lord Murray, than to keep his
men from joyning againft him, promifing to make all poffible hafle to pre-
vent Dundee, being refolved to take the country of Athole in his way to
Lochaber ; but by the delays of government in the furnithing of meal, as
well as of horfes for the tranfport thereof, he was detained at,Edinburgh
eight or ten days after the Lord Murray went to Athole, who adver-
tifed him of having the men of his country together, as alfo of Balleachans
refufal to deliver the caftle of Blair into his hands, and that on the con-
trary he had difpatched meffengers: to Dundee to haften him up to his
fuccour, as well as that of his other friends, who feemed to be blockt up
in the caftle of the Lord Murray.
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The General not queftioning the fincerity of the faid Lord, both becaufe
he was married to Duke Hamiltons daughter (a lady very zealous for the
prefbyterian intereft, as was the dutchefs her mother) and of fome years
not living in very good underftanding with the Marquis his father, of
whom at this time the General had no favourable opinion, preft with all
earneftnefs his difpatch (tho he began already to have very ill thoughts of
the expedition in grofs) to fecure at leaft the country of Athole with
others adjacent, from cafling themfelves headlong in the adverfe party,
which he pretended to do by forcing the gates of the caftle of Blair,
where he intended to leave a ftrong garrifon, and for that end ordered
four petards to be carried to the rendevous place ; and having vifited the
pafs and caftle of Stirling, and ordered the troops of horfe and dragoons,
which were to be of the expedition to follow him to Perth or St. John-
fton, one of the firft towns of the kingdom, fituated in the entry of the
Highlands, about the 22d or 23d of July, where a letter from the Lord
Murray was fhown him, giving account of Dundees being in Badenoch
on his march to Athole, whither Balleachan had fo folicited his fpeedy
repair, that he left feveral gentlemen, whofe junétion he expeéted, behind
him, to be in Athole before our forces, adding, that if the General did
not haften his march to prevent Dundee, he would not promife to get
his men kept from joyning the latter. Upon which information he con-
fidered that if he ftopt at Perth, Dundee would not only be reinforced
with the men of Athole, making 1500 as reputed men for arms as
any of the kingdom, but alfo with fuch of the Ifles and other rebels who
had not as yet joined him, as well as with thofe of Badenoch, Monteith
and Marr, befides that his pofting himfelf in Athole, in the county of
Perth and the neighbourhood of Angus, would give him apparent oppor-
tunity to fortify himfelf confiderably in horfe. He confidered further, that
the ill-affected of the nation would not fail to make their advantage of any
thing which might look like faintnefs in their Majefties forces, which they,
as well as we ourfelves, judged to be fuperior in number to Dundee, par-

ticularly provided we might hinder the men of Athole as well as thofe he



1689. BY MAJOR GENERAL MACKAY. 49

left behind to joyn him by obliging him to prefent ation, or to keep to the
hills ; whereby the General propofed to himfelf occafion to be mafter of
the caftle of Blair, which infallibly would keep the Athole-men from
joyning the ennemy ; being fure, however, that matters might fall out be-
twixt the bodies, that garrifon would always be able to vex them : with
all the General judged better of his own men, tho all of them almoft new
levies than of the ennemy, by reafon that, notwithftanding of their advan-
tage in the opening of the campaign, they fhewed nothing that looked like
britknefs. Thefe were the reafons then which moved him to refolve his
march in Athole, notwithftanding four troops of dragoons and two of
horfe had not joyned as yet.

The firft day he fet forward from St. Johnfton he lodged over againft
Dunkeld, where by 12 of the clock at night he received a letter from the
Lord Murray fignifying Dundee’s entry into Athole, and his own retreat
from the caftle of Blair, (which till then he made the fathion to keep
blockt) and his pafling a ftrait and difficult pafs two miles below the faid
houfe, leaving it betwixt him and the ennemy, the farther fide whereof he
affirmed to have left guarded, for our free paflage to the Blair where he
fuppofed Dundee to be already ; altho Lieutenant-Colonel Lawder, whom
the General commanded prefently upon Murray’s advertifement for the
better fecuring of the pafs, denied to have met with any of his men there.
Next morning by the break of day the General marched, having difpatch-
ed orders to Perth to hafte up the other fix troops and come to the entry
of the pafs, which was eleven miles from his former nights camp, about
10 of the clock, where he let his men reft two hours to take fome refrefh-
ment ; having at his coming to a halt commanded 200 men more, under
the Earle of Leven’s Lieutenant Colonel to fortify Lawder, with order
to fend back what advertifement they could have of the ennemy, before
he thould engage himfelf in the pafs, which was two miles long. The
General had fpoke with the Lord Murray a little below the pafs; who
being enquired how many men he had with him, anfwered that moft of

G
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them were gone to the hills to put their cattle out of the way, fo that he
had at prefent but two or three hundred of them by him, which feemed
reafonable as well as cuftomary to that fort of peaple, when any forces,
whether friends or ennemy paft through their country ; which made the
General not fo apt to judge ill of Murray as others did. However it
might be, he apprehended not the ennemy, though he fhould have met
them much ftronger than himfelf. Therefor after he had got a return
from Lawder, that the pafs was clear, he marched in the following order :
Balfour’s, Ramfay’s and Kenmore’s battalions firft, then Belhaven’s troop
of horfe, followed by Levin’s regiment, with a battalion of the Generals ;
after thofe followed the baggage horfes being odds of 1200, and laft of all
the Earle of Annandales troop of horfe with Hafting’s regiment, which
were left behind the baggage, left the ennemy might detach men about
_ the hill to attack it, or that the country men, feeing it without fufficient
guard, might not fall a plundering of it. Having paft with the five bat-
talions and the troop of horfe, we halted upon a field of corn along the
fide of the river, both to expect the paflage of the baggage, with Haft-
ing’s regiment, and the troop of horfe, and to diftribute a communication
to the forces. While the General ordered Lawder to advance with his
200 fufiliers and the troop of horfe which was paft fome hundreds of
paces upon an hill towards the way from whence he expeéted the ennemy
might appear, who prefently advertifed that fome partys of them began to
difcover themfelves betwixt us and Blair ; whereupon the General, gal-
loping to the ground from whence they were difcovered, ordered Colonel
Balfour to difpatch quickly the diftribution of his ammunition, and to put
the men under arms, while, having obferved the motion of the ennemy,
he thould chufe the field of battle. Being come up to the advanced party
he faw fome fmall partys of the ennemy, the matter of a fhort mile,
marching flowly along the foot of a hill which lay towards Blair, march-
ing towards us; whereupon he fent orders to Balfour to march up to
him in all hafte with the foot. But prefently upon that order, having
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difcovered fome bodies of them marching down an high hill, within a
quarter of a mile to the place where he ftood, when the grofs of their
body appeared, fearing that they fhould take poffeflion of an eminence
juft above the ground where our forces halted on, of a fleep and difficult
afcent, full of trees and fhrubs, and within a carabin fhot of the place
whereon we flood, whereby they could undoubtedly force us with their
fire in confufion over the river, he galloped back in all hafte to the
forces, and having made every battalion form by a Quart de Converfion
to the right upon the ground they flood, made them march each before
his face up the hill, by which means he prevented that inconveniency, and
got a ground fair enough to receive the ennemy, but not to attack them,
there being, within a fhort mufket fhot to it, a.not}aer eminence before our
front, as we flood when we were up the loweft hill, near the river,
whereof Dundee had already gott poffeflion before we could be well up,
and had his back to a very high hill, which is the ordinary maxim of
Highlanders, who never fight againft regular forces upon any thing of
equal terms, without a fure retreat at their back, particularly if their
ennemies be provided of horfe ; and to be fure of their efcape, in cafe of
a repulfe, they attack bare footed, without any cloathing but their fhirts,
and a little Highland dowblet, whereby they are certain to outrun any
foot, and will not readily engage where horfe can follow the chafe any
diftance. Their way of fighting is to divide themfelves by clans, the
chief or principal man being at their heads, with fome diftance to dif-
tinguith betwixt them. They come on flowly till they be within diftance
of firing, which, becaufe they keep no rank or file, doth ordinarly little
harm. When their fire is over, they throw away their firelocks, and
every one drawing a long broad {word, with his targe (fuch as have
them) on his left hand, they fall a running toward the ennemy, who, if
he ftand firm, they never fail of running with much more fpeed back
again to the hills, which they ufually take at their back, except they hap-
pen to be furprised by horfe or dragoons marching through a plain, or
camping negligently ; as the General four days thereafter furprized ten
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of them at Perth, and Sir Thomas Livingfton the enfuing year in Strath-
fpey, as we fhall have occafion to touch hereafter.

All our officers and fouldiers were ftrangers to the Highlanders way of
fighting and embattailling, which mainly occafioned the conflernation
many of them were in; which, to remedy for the enfuing year, having
taken notice on this occafion that the Highlanders are of fuch a quick mo-
tion, that if a battalion keep up his fire till they be near to make fure
of them, they are upon it before our men can come to their fecond de-
fence, which is the bayonet in the mufle of the mufket. I fay, the Ge-
neral having obferved this method of the ennemy, he invented the way
to faften the bayonet fo to the mufle without, by two rings, that the fol-
diers may fafely keep their fire till .they pour it into their breafts, and
then have no other motion to make but to puth as with a pick.

The General having got up the hill with five battalions and a troop of
horfe, for Haftings and the other troops were not paft as yet, and feeing
Dundee mafter of an eminence fo near him, refolved to make the beft of
that ground, and rather receive the check there in good order, than to put
his men out of breath and in diforder, by attacking the ennemy againft an
hill. Betwixt the height which he had marched up from the river, and
the foot of that whereon the ennemy were placed, there was a convenience
to imbattail our men in one line, taking the former at our back, tho with
a continued afcent from us to them.

The General having got upon the ground which he had remarked, he
began to even his line, leaving a little diftance betwixt every little batta-
lion, having made two of each, becaufe he was to fight three deep ;
only, in the midft of the line, he left a greater opening where he placed
the two troops of horfe (the other being come up juft as he had taken his
ground with Haftings battalion) of a defign when the Highlanders ap-
proached, and that the fire of the line thould be fpent, to make them fall
out by the larger intervall, to flank the ennemy on either fide, as occafion
fhould offer, not daring to expofe them to the ennemy’s horfe, which was
compofed all of gentlemen, reformed officers, or fuch as had deferted of
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Dundee’s regiment out of England, which was the reafon he placed them
behind the foot till all the fire were over on both fides: He fent alfo a
detachment of firelocks of each battalion to the right hand to fortify Haft-
ings regiment, to whom he was obliged to leave that poft. Being come up
after he had taken his ground, not willing to make unneceflary motions fo
near the ennemy, and becaufe the ennemy were fo very clofe upon him,
and he always in aétion giving his ground to every one, they diftin-
guifhed him; which drew their papping fhot over all where he moved,
whereby feverals were wounded before the engagement, and finding that
Balfour had advanced too far his regiment out of the line, obferving that
the ennemy made no motion to attack as yet, after he had advertifed them
not to be furprifed at the motion, becaufe it was only to bring them in a
line with the reft, left they thould be flanked ; he made them retire, and
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