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‘ PRELIMINARY NOTICE.

Tue author of the following Memoirs was a younger son of
Mackay of Scoury, a branch of the ancient and noble family of
Mackay, Lord Reay, which has long enjoyed extensive posses-
sions and much influence in the northern counties of Scotland.

He was born about the year 1640, and entered on the mili-
tary profession soon after the Restoration in 1660, when he
obtained his first commission as an ensign in the Royal Scots,
at that time termed, from its commanding officer, Dumbarton’s
Regiment.

He some years afterwards accompanied this corps when it
was sent to France by Charles II. to assist Louis XIV. in the
war which the allied sovereigns declared in 1672 against the
United Provinces. In the campaign which followed, Mackay
was employed in the division of the army which, under the
command of Marshall Turenne, overran the province of Gueldres,
and captured most of the Dutch fortresses situated on the
Meuse and Wahal. In the course of this service Mackay had
the good fortune to be quartered at the small town of Bommel,

in the house of a Dutch lady of noble family, the widow of
b
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the Chevalier Arnold de Bie, to one of whose daughters he
formed an attachment, and was soon afterwards united.

The influence of his wife’s relations, added perhaps to a cer-
tain distaste for the cause in which the arms of England were
then engaged, soon induced Mackay to change his service; and -
in the year 1678 or 1674, he resigned his commission in Dum-
barton’s regiment, and entered into the service of the United
Provinces, in the Scotch-Dutch brigade, in which he obtained
the same rank, that of captain, which he had held in his former
corps.

In 1674 he waspresent at the battle of Seneffj when the army
in which he was engaged, under the Prince of Orange, was
defeated by the Prince of Conde; but the services of Mackay
appear to have soon gained the notice and merited the con-
fidence of his new commander. He was afterwards pro-
moted to the rank of major in the service of the United Pro-
vinces, to which he, along with most of the other officers of the
Scotch brigade, attached themselves, when Charles I1. was com-
pelled by Parliament to reduce his army. When the com-
mand of one of the regiments into which this brigade was now
formed became vacant, the Prince of Orange bestowed it upon
Mackay, and, according to a tradition preserved in his family,
his competitor on this occasion was Graham of Claverhouse, who,
it is said, then left the Dutch service in disgust at the prefer-
ence given to Mackay. ‘

Some time about 1680, Mackay was promoted to the command
- of the whole brigade; and in 1685, on the occasion of Mon-
mouth’s rebellion, he was dispatched by the Prince of Orange,
along with the corps under his command, to England, at the
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desire of James II., to assist in suppressing the rebellion, which
however was subdued before the auxiliaries were called into
action. On this occasion Mackay revisited his native country for
the first time after a long absence, and was advanced by James IIL.
to the dignity of a privy councillor in Scotland. In the following
year he returned to Holland; and in 1688, having along with
most of the other officers of the Scotch brigade, refused to obey
the summons of James II, commanding them to leave the ser-
vice of the Prince of Orange and return home, Mackay, along
with five other persons were declared traitors, and specially
excepted from the general pardon afterwards promised by King
James.

General Mackay was now embarked in the cause of the Re-
volution ; and his services to the new government in pacifying
Scotland, and subduing the Jacobites in Ireland during the two
following years, are the subject of the memoirs and letters
which are now for the first time printed and offered to the
Club.

He returned to Holland soon after the government of King
William was finally established in Ireland by the capitulation
of Limerick in 1691. :

In the campaign of 1692, he was appointed to command the
English forces which served in the army of King William in
Flanders; but here, as in Ireland, it was the misfortune of
Mackay to be placed by his sovereign under the command of
foreign officers of no higher reputation, and of less military
skill than himself. At the battle of Steinkirk, he remonstrated
against the dispositions made by the commander-in-chief, the
Count of Solmes, for the action, and in particular against the
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desperate duty which his own brigade was ordered to perform
with a very inadequate force. His remonstrances were unsuc-
cessful, and Mackay marched into the battle with the feelings
of a brave man who saw that his own life and those of his com-
panions in arms were about to be sacrificed by the rashness and
obstinacy of their commander. He was mortally wounded early
in the action, and three thousand of his men, of the English
brigade, were left dead upon the field.

Although Mackay succeeded in early life to the family estate
of Scoury, in consequence of the untimely death of his two
elder brothers, he does not appear ever to have visited it after
his first departure from Scotland. And the desire which he
expresses in several passages of his letters and memoirs to return
to Holland where he had established his family, shows that he
looked upon his adopted country as his home in preference to
the land of his birth.

He had issue, by his marriage with Clara de Bie, one son
and three daughters. His descendants in the male line came
to an end in the year 1775, on the death of his grandson, a Lieu-
tenant-General in the Dutch service, and Colonel of the brigade
which had formerly been commanded by his grandfather. His
eldest daughter became the wife of George, third Lord Reay,
and left descendants who still survive.

Mackay is mentioned more than once by Bishop Burnet, as
the most pious soldier whom he had ever known, and is com-
mended for the care which he took to enforce the observance of
strict discipline and attention to religious exercises among the
men under his command. A curious illustration of this may be
found in the book of Rules of War, published for the use of the
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army in Scotland,* which being now rather rare, the editors be-
lieve that they will do an acceptable service to the club, by re-
printing in this place, the conclusion of that work, which exhi-
bits in a singularly beautiful and interesting manner this part
of his character.

“ LASTLY, When all Difpofitions are made, and the Army waiting for
the fignal, to move towards the Enemy, both Officers and Souldiers, ought
ferioufly to recommend (together with their Souls and Bodys) the care and
protection of the caufe for which they fo freely expofe their Lives, to
GOD, Who over-ruleth the Deliberations and Councils, Defigns and En-
terprifes of his Creatures, and of whofe blefling alone the fuccefs of all
Undertakings doth depend, which they may do in thefe or the like words :

A PRAYER.

O Almighty KING of Kings, and LORD of Hofls, which by thy Angels thereunto

appointed, doft Minifier both War and Peace; Thou ruleff and conmandef all things ,
and fitteft in the Throne judging right ; And therefore we make our addreffes to Thy
Divine MAJESTY in this our neceffity, that Thou wouldef? take us and our Cause into
Thine Own Hand and judge between us and our Enemies, fiir up Thy Strength, O
LORD, and come and help us , for Thou giveft not alwayes the Battel to the Strong, but
canft fave by Many or by Few. O let not our fins now cry againf us for Vengeance, but
hear us, Thy poor fervants, begging mercy, and imploring Thy help, and that Thou
wouldefl be a Defence for us againfl the Enemy. Make it appear , that Thou art our
Saviour, and Mighty Deliverer, Through JESUS CHRIST Our LORD. Amen,”

* The edition of this work here quoted is entitled, ¢ Rules of War for the Infantry,
ordered to be obferved by their Majefties’ Subjects encountring with the Enemy upon
the day of Battel. Woritten by Lieutenant General Mackay, and Recommended to
All (as well Officers as Soldiers,) of the Scots and Englith Army. In xxiii Articles.
Publithed by his Excellencies Secretary.” It is licenced by Edm. Bohun, and ¢ Re-
printed at Edinbargh, by John Reid in 1693.”
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The Memoirs, which are now printed for the first time, are

preserved in MS. in the Advocates’ Library, in a small volume
in quarto, written in a fair distinct hand, apparently by some
amanuensis or secretary, employed by the General. The French
letters which are addressed to the King, and to the Earl of Port-
land, are contained in the same volume, and they are preceded
by a title page, as represented in the work now printed at page
169, with the addition of the following words :—* Recueilly et
Jidelement extrait des escrits du susdit Monsieur de Mackay. A
Bommel 1702.” As neither the Memoirs nor these Letters have
any pretensions to the character of autograph writings, the edi-
tors have, in this part of the work, taken the liberty to arrange
the punctuation, (which is generally very incorrect in the MS.)
according to their own judgment, and occasionally to modernise
the spelling, where it has been apparently vitiated by the blun-
ders of an incorrect copyist or secretary, perhaps imperfectly ac-
quainted with the language in which he was writing. In mak-
ing, however, these alterations, they have taken care not to
change a single word, nor to alter the spelling where it appeared
to be that which the writer habitually uses, and not to proceed
from carelessness or error in transcribing. In arranging the
punctuation they have found greater difficulty, as the style of
the sentences is often diffuse and involved, and there is conse-
quently sometimes considerable ambiguity, and doubt with re-
gard to the exact meaning.

The letters which form the appendix, and are perhaps the
most valuable and interesting portion of the work, have been
communicated to the editors by the Earl of Leven and Melville,
of whose ample and valuable collection of family papers, the ori-
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ginals form a part, and the club is indebted to his Lordship
for his permission so liberally given to print these documents
along with this edition of the Memoirs. It is to be hoped
that the interest excited by these letters may be sufficient
to induce his Lordship to make public a more extensive selection
of the stores in his possession of letters and papers which would
form valuable illustrations of the history of Scotland during
the seventeenth century. As these letters, now first printed, are
all original and autograph writings of the persons whose names
they bear, the editors Have taken care in this portion of the
work to preserve exactly the orthography of the MSS.

The editors are indebted to Lord Reay for the frontispiece
which accompanies this volume, being an engraving from an ori-
ginal portrait of General Mackay, in his Lordship’s possession,
executed by his orders, and presented by him to the editors of
the present volume.

The thanks of the editors are also due to John Mackay, Esq.,
the present representative in the male line of the family of Scoury,
to whose researches respecting the history of his illustrious kins-
man, they are chiefly indebted for the particulars which are re-
lated in the above notice of his life.

Edinburgh, March 1833.
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MEMOIRS OF THE SCOTS WAR, &c.

ALL the Nobility and gentry of the Scots Nation then at London being
met together at Whitehall, to confult of the next beft meafures to be
taken (after King James retreat into France) for the government of that
kingdom, agreed to offer the adminiftration thereof to the then Prince of
Orange, our prefent fovereign, untill a general convention of the ftates
thereof fhould refolve what further were to be done, which convention
was to meet in the month of March enfuing.

His highnefs having accepted of the government, gave orders for the
breaking of fome neu levies on foot in that kingdom, together with the
company entertained by the city of Edinburgh, apparently as not making
much ftate upon their affection to the caufe in hand.

The Crowns of England, France and Ireland, being devolved upon
their Majefties, the King, by the bad humour, fuddenly difcovered in the
major part of the late King Jamess forces, and the neceflity of returning
fome thoufands of the Dutch troops to their oun country again, as well
as of retaining the reft of them in England, to fecure his new got poffef-
fion, would not take all the requifite meafures for the fecurity of Scot-
land and Ireland ; neverthelefs, apprehending diforders in the former, if
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the convention fhould fit without any forces to countenance and fupport
his party, the King refolved to send Major General Mackay to Scotland,
with the three Scots regiments come out of Holland, viz. his oun, Brigadier
Balfours and Colonel Ramfays, notwithftanding, the faid Major General
was then very indifpofed for fuch an expedition, not being recovered of a
great ficknefs wherby he had been attacked fhortly after his landing in
England, but willing to contribute his utmoft endeavours for the advance-
ment of so good a caufe, embraced the command ; and having obtained
thipping, with fome arms for new levies, and what amunition could be
fpared, he imbarked the faid regiments much about -the midle of March,
and arrived in Scotland eight or ten days thereafter.

- The convention having fat fome days before the Major-Generals ar-
rival, the Ld. Dundee, with the Bifhops, and feverals of the difaffected
members of the convention formed a defign to feize fuch members of the
convention as were for their Majefties, as was probably conjeftured by
the Duke of Gordon’s refufal to deliver up the Caftle upon his Majefty’s
order, as he had offered formerly to do, and Dundee’s bringing to and
lodging about toun betwixt three and fourfcore horfe of his late regiment,
deferted out of England.

One George Hamilton of Binny, a gentleman very well affected for
their Majefties and the Proteftant Court, with communication of - the
Duke of that name, prefident to the Convention, got four hundred well
armed citizens of Glafgow to Edinburgh, which he fo lodged about the
Parliament Houfe, that the adverfe party found no fecurity in the enter-
prize, befides thefe the Convention ordered the Earle of Levin to beat
drums for volunteers, till the forces which they expeéted with the Major-
General were arrived, and the Earle of Argile got in fome of his High-
landers. Meen time Dundee feing nothing to be advanced by his longer
ftay at Edinburgh, and apprehending that he fhould be feized, or, (as he
alleged thereafter by a letter to the Convention), aflaffinated by the weft

country-men, to revenge his rigorous ufage of them during the late reigns,
‘retired with the forementioned horfe, after he had fpoke a confiderable
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time with the Duke of Gordon without the Weft-Port of Edinburgh,
apparently concerning his refolution to draw fpeedily to arms.

- In this condition things flood, when Major-General Mackay (whom we
fhall henceforth, for brevitys fake, call General, being the chief com-
mander of the forces of that kingdom, as well as of thofe whom his Ma-
jefty had given him out of England) arrived upon Leith-road: who,
having informed himfelf of the flate of affairs in that kingdom, difbarked
his men, not paffing eleven hundred, (the king having taken away their
old Dutch fouldiers out of thefe three regiments), and being informed
that the Convention had not continued King William, then of England,
in the adminiftration of the government of Scotland, he forebore to make
ufe of his infruétions from his Majefty ; but defired to att in concert with
the said Convention, in fo far as their commands fhould agree with their
Majefties intereft; in which he found the Duke Hamilton, very forward
and zealous, though others would gladly have perfuaded otherwife of the
Dukes condué, who, no queftion, did it, as confidering that his parts and
quality would eclipfe them, and fruftrate their defigns, if the king had
once a good opinion of the Duke, fo as to put intire truft in him.

Dundee being retired from the Convention, together with feveral other
Jacobites, a fummons was fent them to compear againft a certain day,
upon pain of being declared rebels and fugitives. Dundee anfuered the
fummons by a very difrefpectfull letter to the Convention, upon which
he was denounced rebell. '

At this time the General had fent fome companies to Stirling, and be-
caufe he did not much truft the Earle of Mar, heritable governour of
that Caftle, nor would not willingly let him know that he jealouf’d him,
upon pretext of an additional company lately levied, to reinforce the gar-
rifon of the Caftle, where there were many of the deferters of Colonel
Buchans regiment, he got the Earle perfuaded to receive a guard of fiftie
men, with a captain, to be dayly relieved into the Caftle, which captain,
becanfe the officers of the Caftle were but fubalterns, thould command
during his guard in the Earles abfenfe. By which invention, that firft
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poft of the kingdom was by fair means, without giving offence or fufpi-
cion to the Earle, fecured for their Majefties fervice.

The General, immediately upon his landing, diftributed money to the
three Scots regiments, which we fhall henceforth, for diftinétion, call
Dutch, to make them up each to 1200, as alfo to the Earle of Levin, to
levie of 780 men, according to his Majeftys order : and finding the dif-
pofition of that kingdom tending to a civil war by the retreat of the Lord
Dundee, with feveral other noblemen and members of the Convention, as
was touched above, as well as by the combination of feverals of the High-
land clans for their mutual defence, being afraid of the rifing fortune and
apparent favour of the Earle of Argyle, under the prefent government,
who had confiderable pretenfions upon their eftates, befides, that fome of
them had part of his eftate in pofleffion, by a gift of the late King, under
whofe reign the Earls father had been forfeited ; judging, I fay, that
thofe difpofitions would tend to a rebellion, and not queftioning but
what was at the root, felf-intereft and prefervation, as well in Dundee,
with the other offended members of the Convention, as in the combined
Highlanders, would be pretended King Jamess intereft: to make their

. party the more formidable, difpatched an exprefs to S*. Thomas Living-
fton to haften his march to Scotland, as alfo to the Lord Colchefters re-
giment of horfe. But this latter, being countermanded, after the revolted
battalion of Dumbartons regiment, came not doun till the matter of a
month thereafter. Upon Sir Thomas Livingftons arrival, the General
commanded him to Stirling and adjacents, both to fecure that pafs with
the foot they had fent thither at his difbarkment under Lieutenant-Colonel
Lauder, and to be fo much nearer the province of Angus, where. Dundee.
lay with the matter of 60 or 70 horfe of his former regiment ; the Gene-
ral, at his arrival, had ordered a trench to be made about that part of the
Caftle of Edinburgh, which lies towards the country, to hinder the com-
munication of intelligence and provifions, with the Duke of Gordon, after
he had difcovered his intentions to hold it out, and placed guards and
fentries towards the city to the fame purpofe; it being impoffible and
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vain to undertake any thing elfe, both by reafon of the fmall number of
the forces, with the want of cannon, bombs, and other ingredients, for an
attack, and the natural firenth of the Caftle rendering it very difficult to
be attacked with profpe@ of good and fpeedy fuccefs.

Dundee, as was touched above, having, by an uncivil letter to the Con-
vention, difcovered his intention of taking arms, the General ordered Sir
Thomas Livingfton to fall in to the province of Angus, with inftruétions
how to hinder his forming of a party, to furprife his horfe, and feize his
perfon, if poffible, and to lodge his oun dragoons, fo that Dundees horfe
fhould not affront him.

The Convention taking into confideration the untoward humours of
many of the nobility and gentry, the combination of the Highland clans
who apprehended the Earle of Argyles appearing greatnefs, and the
general difaffection of the northern provinces, as well as of the borders,
and of feveral of the chiefeft corporations of the kingdom, not ex-
cepting Edinburgh, whereof the greater part of the inhabitants appeared
not well pleafed with the late happy, and for the general intereft of
the Proteftant religion, as well as the liberty of Europe, fo neceffary a
revolution, refolved to levy upon Scots pay 6000 foot in ten regiments, -
12 troops of horfe, making 600, and a regiment of 300 dragoons ; and,
accordingly, diftributed commiffions to fuch noblemen and gentlemen as
did undertake to levy them, with levy-money, giving pouer to the co-
lonels, as well as to the captains of horfe, to make all their officers,
whereby it fell out that thofe troops never came to any perfection, tho
during the firft fix or feven months very punétually paid, becaufe the
chief officers, being all noblemen of no fervice, chofe the officers of their
regiments and troops, according as they had a kindnefs for their perfons,
or as they judged them popular, to get a number of men together, to the
diforder of thofe troops, helping not a little, that the General found him-
felf prefently engaged in the war, fo that he could neither fee them, nor
give order for their compofition or difcipline.

Towards the 20th of April, Sir Thomas Livingfton, according to his



8 MEMOIRS OF THE S8COTS WAR 1689.

inftrutions, having formed a defign to furprife Dundee in a country
houfe of his, called Glenogilby, tho very well, and fecretly led on,
was neverthelefs difapointed by the retreat of the faid Dundee, the day
before Sir Thomas came out of his quarter, upon whofe advertifement to
the General, then at Edinburgh, of his mifluckt defign, and the Lord
Dundees motion to the north, the General judging his prefence at that
time more neceflary to diflipate thofe firft appearances againft their
Majefties government, (being by that time declared King and Queen of
Scotland), in the north, then at Edinburgh, particularly fince the Con-
vention was to be adjourned till the Kings return and pleafure, both as
to the acceptation of the Croun, and the changing of the Convention to
a Parliament thould come doun, he communicated his defign to Duke,
Hamilton, who judged it were fufficient to fend an other: But the;
General judging the confequence of letting Dundee, who wanted not his
arguments, to perfuade men to his meafures, play his perfonage among
the nobility and gentry of the north, and knowing that all the Duke of
Gordons intereft, which is confiderable in command of men, would joyn
with him as one man, having difpatched the Mafter of Forbes eldeft fon
to the Lord of that name, who alfo hath a pretty command of men, and
is no friend to Gordon, to oppofe the firft endeavours of Dundee, and
labour to difabate the inhabitants of the northern provinces, and overturn
Dundees perfuafions, as well as his endeavours to form a party, refolved,
upon the firft advertifement from the faid Mafter (to whom he had given
written inftruétions how to believe in thofe matters), to march northward
himfelf with what finall number of forces he would fpare from the fiege
of the Caftle of Edinburgh, with the fecurity of the government, and that
of Stirling ; in order to which refolution he had fent reiterat orders to
Colchefters regiment to haft on their march to Scotland ; which, accord-
ingly, arriving about this time, the General feeing them much fatigued,
and their horfes fpoyled in their backs, chofe 120 only of the regiment,
the Major and two captains, and fent them to the province of Angus,
upon his road to the north, whither he fent alfo 200 chofen firelocks of
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the three Dutch regiments, judging he would {pare no more for that ex-
pedition, and to the end he might prefs Dundee on all hands, he communi-
cated his defign to the Marquis of Athole, who made many proteftations
of his affe@ion to their Majefties, King William and Queen Marys in-
tereft, as well as to that of the Proteftant religion, reprefenting to him,
that readily, if he would follow his advice as a man who withed well to
his perfon and family, he fhould by the faid Generals progrefs to the
north find occafion to give the King, (to whom, as all of them faid, he
being unknoun as to their inclinations and affeétion to his government, as
yet they could not expeét fudden marks of his royal favour), fuch a con-
vincing proof of his zeal to his fervice in the beginning of his reign, as he
would find the advantageous effeéts of, during the whole courfe thereof;
whom finding difpofed to follow his directions, he appointed to order his
baillie, or fome in whom he would repofe truft, to have in a body 400 of
his beft Highlanders to pafs upon Dundee, who, retiring before the Ge-
neral, would readily pafs by fome part of his Highland countries, which
propofition the Marquis relithed well, and as the General difcovered him
afterward to have done, tho too late, to manage Athole for the behoof
of their Majefties fervice, who, being betrayd by his baillie, the General
concluded, (by the free paflage and kindly reception of Dundee thorough
his country, and other behaviour of his people, comtrary to their Majef-
ties fervice), that he had falfified his parole, and pluyd double game,
which made him alfo both reprefent to the government, and confider the
‘Marquis thereafter as fuch; by which means he had been loft for the
fervice, who had he been got throughly engaged in it, would contribute as
much to the fpeedy fettlement of the kingdom in peace, as any fubject in
Scotland. ‘

The General engaged the Earle of Mar alfo, to caufe obferve Dundee
-with 8 or 400 Highlanders about the braes or ‘height of the province of
Marr, where he was very likely to pafs; for about this time Mar began
to change in favour of their Majefties intereft and fervice ; and likewaies
he ordered the Laird of Grant, a perfon of a confiderable eftate and High-

B
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land intereft, and following, to make all diligence to the north, and not
only to hinder the paflage of his own country, called Strathfpey, from the
Lord Dundee, but alfo to caufe guard all the foords of Spey, which he
might eafily have done, had he ufed diligence, and followed his direc-
tions; but inftead of that, Grant flayed fome days after the General at
Edinburgh, while he beleived him before him to the north : which wrong
ftep of his was certainly without any defign of prejudice to the fervice,
tho’ highly punithable, had he been a man of fervice.

For Dundee, being preft by the Generals approach, paft into Murray
juft where Grant had orders to oppofe his paflage, and the Earle of Mar
fickned immediately, whereof he alfo died thortly thereafter; fo proved
that projeét, (which, had thofe three atted with diligence and underftand-
ing according to their orders, could not readily have failed to take effeét),
ineffeétual by the Marquis of Atholes Baillies treafon, who, inftead of
putting his mafter’s orders againft Dundee in execution, fent the Marquis
order, with affurance of his affiftance : by the Earle of Mars ficknefs
and death, which was the occafion, that the country of that nsme joyned
under Colonel Murrey in the rebellion ; and by the Laird of Grants too
long ftay, contrary to his orders at Edinburgh, about affairs of lefs mo-
ment.

It is neceflary to remember, that all this time the General could not
regulate himfelf by the Kings inftructions, but rather by order of the
Convention, which, immediately upon his landing, conferred upon him
* the General command of all the forces of the kingdom, raifed and to be
raifed, which he made no difficulty to accept of, tho he had no particular
inftru&tion for it from the King, being fure his Majeftie would be well
fatiffied fince the Convention had not continued him in the adminiftra-
tion of the government as that of England had done, that he, to whom his
Majeftie intrufted the fervice of that kingdom for him, fhould be alfo in-
trufted by them during their fovereignity, with the chief command of the
forces whereof they had ordered the levie.

Mean time arms had been diftributed to the Prefbiterians of the weft
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country, who fheued themfelves of all the kingdom the moft zealous for
their Majefties’ government and the Proteftant intereft ; and the moft
popular and leading men among them came to wait on the General, and
gave him from time to time account of their matters, who encouraged
them in their method of forming themfelves in companies, and continuing
their weekly excercifes of the handling their arms, whereof, fo far as the
government could not do it, they provided themfelves, fo zealous they
were for the caufe. )

In this pofture things flood in Scotland, when the Convention had
formed their embafly to offer the Crown to their Majefties, and refolved
to adjourn themfelves for fome weeks, forming a comittee of eftates for
the adminiftration of the government, untill their Majefties should have
accepted of the Crown, or that they fhould fitt again.

The General, as was touched above, finding not much prefent bufinefs
to do in the fouth, tho the government was not without apprehenfion
of an invafion from Ireland, and believing he might in a fhort time fruf-
trate the praftices of Dundee in the north, which he had certainly
effe®tuated, and fo difheart’ned the ennemys of the government at their
very firft undertakings, could he have carried along with him but 2000
good men: but his {mall number, whereof, as afterwards appeared, a
confiderable part was traitors, together with the promiffes of fuccours
from King James encouraged them ; confidering, I fay, that his prefence
was moft neceflary, where the firft appearances of troubles did thew
themfelves, left the command of Edinburgh to Brigadier Balfour, writing
to Major General Laniere, that he judged his coming to Edinburgh,
during his abfence in the north, for their Majefties fervice, went to
Dunde, one of the chief touns of the province, called Angus, where he
had ordered the rendezvous of his party, with which, tho but {mall, he
hoped to hinder the grouth of that of the difaffetted, and chafe Dundee, .
if he durft not venture in attion with him, out of thofe places where he
expeéted moft junétion, and fo at leaft train things. till the recruits and
levies were pretty far advanced : Having joyned his party at Dunde,
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compofed of 120 Englith horfe, of the Lord Colchefters regiment four
troops, of Sir. Thomas Livingflons regiment of dragoons, leaving the
other troops at Dunde, with Lieutenant-Colonel Livingfton, to keep the
province of Angus in awe, which was very difaffected, and 200 of the
three Dutch regiments, in all not exceeding 450 men, he marched to
Brechin, where he halted that night, making a detachement of 50 foot,
and as many dragoons, under command of his nepheu, Major Mackay, to
Levingfton, ordering him to feize upon the Northwater bridge, the ordi-
nary paflage to Fettercairn, where he was to halt till nixt morning, taking
fpecial care he permitted none to pafs before him, and to fall into the
village a little before or at the break of day, keeping the half of his party
in body, and ranging the houfes with the reff, in cafe, as the General
had fome intelligence, that Dundee with his party, might be lodged there
that night, knowing nothing as yet of his motion northward, which had
certainly fallen out, if a certain officer, as was fufpected, going to levie a
company in the north, and had feen the General pafs the ferrie at Dunde,
had not advertifed the Lord Dundee thereof, as he was within eight
miles to Fettercairn, where he defigned to lodge that fame night that the
General fent out Major Mackay to furprife his quarters, if he hapned
to be there.

The fecond day the General finding among the party of Englith horfe
but 40 that could pafs the hills, left the Major, who was fickly, with 80
horfe at Brechin, all fore backed and in diforder, and marched with the
reft of his party to Fettercairn, where, having underftood from Major
Mackay how Dundee, being advanced within 7 or 8 miles to that place,
had turned another way, upon the news of his being abroad, but no cer-
tainty whether back again to the north, or whether he had taken the way
up Strathdee, Brae-mar, and fo into Glenfhee, by which way he could
enter into the province of Angus again behind the General, which obliged
him (notwithftanding he was very impatient to be near him before he
fortified his party) to make an halt at Fettercairn at the foot of the hills
which feparate the fouthern from the northern provinces of Scotland,
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called in hiftory the Grampian Hills, till he fhould have certain notice
what way Dundee had taken, and for that end difpatched feveral poor
countrymen, with money in hand, (and a promife of more at their return,
with fure intelligence), upon country horfes after him towards both the
ways which he might have taken, who brought notice that Dundee,
baving underftood the Generals motion, made & feint as if he pafled by
Brae-mar towards the fouth into Angus, but that after fome miles march
he had turned doun towards Strathdone and Strathbogy, being the Duke
of Gordons lands, which he, with the Earle of Dumfermling, married to
the Dukes fifter, laboured to raife in rebellion.

Upon which advice the General marched over the hills, purfuing his
way the whole night till he had paft the river Dee at Kincardin, where
he had certain news of the ennemy, (as we may henceforth call him), by
an exprefs from the Mafter of Forbes, who nixt day met him with the
matter of 40 gentlemen of his name on horfe, and about 5 or 600 country
foot, who were fo ill armed, and appeared fo little like the work, that the
General, thanking the Mafter for his appearance for their Majefties
fervice, ordered him to difmifs thofe countrymen, with orders to be ready
to come together whenever any ennemy party threat'ned their oun pro-
vince, defiring the faid Mafter to beftir himfelf as much as he could, and
make as many friends for the government, with affurance of his effe¢tuall
recommendations to the King in his favour, which the Mafter alfo did
obferve very zealoufly, contributing all along, together with Sir George .
Gordon of Edinglaffie, to keep two confiderable and very difaffected
provinces in awe, under the obedience of their Majefties government,
whereof wee fhall have occafion to touch fomething hereafter.

The General, being advanced the lenth of Strathbogy, got notice that
Dundee had paft Spey 12 miles from Strathbogy, whom, tho his party
was much weakned, he refolved to purfue hotly, to give him no time,
either to draw to his party, by his cunning, fuch as had not declared
themfelves, or draw to thofe plain countries the combined Highlanders,
and to force thofe that had no mind to it to take arms with them: nixt
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dey then, being on his march towards the river of Spey, a gentleman
brought him a letter, writ by the Lord Dundee, from befides Inuernefs,
fignifying to the Magiftrates of Elgin in Murray, a country open toun,
fix miles on the other fide Spey, that he had met accidentally with one
Colonel Macdonald, with 900 or 1000 britkk Highlanders, with whom he
intended to meet Mackay, or return the chafe upon him; and therefor
defired to make quarters for that number of foot befides his horfe, for
that he intended to be with them nixt day, that is to fay, the fame day
the General got it, which letter, the Magiftrates hearing of his approach,
fent him, being unwilling to receive a vifit from fuch hungry guefts, who
kept at that time Inuernefs blockt up, to force them to a compofition, to
which, being but an open country toun, they agreed, buying off the hazard
of ane attack at the lofs of a little money.

The news of this unexpefted junétion of fuch a party of Highlanders
with Dundee, put the General at firft to fome nonplus what refolution to
take, for he confidered that it would be matter of the laft confequence
for their Majefties fervice, confidering the fmall number of forces at that
time in the kingdom, if he fhould happen to be beat. Of which advantage
the ennemy would not fail to profit, becaufe the whole north, by fair or
foul means, would declare for him, there being nothing, particularly in
the north, to oppofe them, if that fmall handfull were routed : and on the
other hand, the retiring fouthward, yea, the halting at Spey would give
time and occafion to Dundee to render himfelf mafter -of Inuernefs, as
well as of Elgin, with the provinces of Murray, Rofs and Caithnefs, which
were moftly affected to that party, befide the affront and difadvantage it
would be to the government to be fo early upon the defenfive. Those
confiderations then thus weighed, and the General relying upon fome
fuccours out of the province of Sutherland, which he knew to be well
affeGted to their Majefties and the Proteftant intereft, as well as from the
Lairds of Balnagown, chief of the Rofles, and the Laird of Grant, both
gentlemen of a confiderable command of men, and well affeéted, re-
folved to pufh forward, and inftead of lodgeing, as he had determined
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béfore he had received the forefaid letter at Spey, to take his quarter
that night at Elgin, where the inhabitants expected Dundee with his
Highlanders, difpatching an exprefs with orders to the Englith horfe,
which he left at Brechin, to pafs the hills, and follow him in all pofiible
diligence, being very well fatiffied to fee his fmall party fo defirous of
action, that the 200 old foot he had with him kept the horfe and dragoons
at the trott for feven miles betwixt Spey and Elgin, where he arrived
with fo much day, that he had time to view the ground, and poft his
guards in advantageous places, refolving to halt there till the reft of the
horfe fhould join him, difpatching prefently well affected perfons of the
country towards Inuernefs, both to encourage the inhabitants to ftand
firm to the government, with affurance of fpeedy relief, and to get news
of the ennemy, fending at the fame time meflengers to advertife the
Earle of Sutherlands men, with thofe of the Lord Rae, Balnagown and
Grant, to be in readinefs to march with their beft arms upon his firft
orders.

Mean time the General {ent orders to all the heritors of Murray to ap-
pear with their beft horfes and arms after the ufual way, when they were
called out for the Kings fervice, but their appearance teftified fufficiently,
that they were not fo fond of the change as might be reafonably expected
of men fo newly delivered from the greateft of all evils, temporal and
eternal flavery, the leaft whereof was fufficient to make the heathens
venture all, rather than fubmit to it. But Scotland was at this time fuf- -
ficiently prepared for the yoke, both by the popith defign, for the intro-
duétion whereof the laws muft needs be removed out of the way, which
proved an obftacle by the clergy, which, to favour fuch defigns, muft be
chofen, fuch as would preach what might ferve to the purpofe, and by
the minifters of ftate, particularly the fecretaries, who follow clofely (and
refine at every change according to the capacity of the perfon) upon
Lauderdales maxim of governing that kingdom by abfolute power, to
which the Kings abfence, who can know nothing of the affairs thereof,
but as they are reprefented unto him, no more than they would be repre-
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fented; but by his fecretary giveth occafion, and which can never be
abfolutely remedied, tho the King or Queen in being, have no defign
but their peoples happinefs, being always neceflarly abfent till there
come fuch a happy age as fhall produce minifters of flate, adminiftrators
‘of juftice, men fearing God and hating covetoufnefs, or that Scotland
be united with England, whereby their kings may have a clearer view of
their matters, and the occafion of men’s oppreffion to make up their own
families be removed. - But we fhall leave this fubjeét to the learned, only
adding in general, that in all the progrefles and marches of the General
benorth Tay, he teftified to have remarked no true fence of the deliver-

" ance which God had fent them, except in very few, and that the people
in general were difpofed to fubmit to, and embrace the party which they
judged moft like to carry it, their zeal for the prefervation of their
goods going by them, far beyond the confideration of religion and liberty,
which he attributed to their grofs ignorance occafioned by the negligence
of their minifters, as well as the large extent of their parifhes, which
made moft of them come feldom to church, befides, that the doétrine
urged moftly implicite obedience to the higher powers, without diftine-
tion or limitation, whether it was not more lawfull to obey God than
men, when their commands meet in oppofition, nor whether a prince can
be called the higher power, without having the legiflative as well as the
executive part of the government in himfelf alone.

The General having got up his fourfcore Englith horfe, marched
ftraight towards Inuernefs, difpatching the Laird of Grant, who had
joined him at Elgin, after he had been two days there, to his own country
to have the men thereof in arms, in cafe he might have occafion to call for
him, and ordered the Lord Raes [ ] (he himfelf being a child) to
fend under two principall gentlemen thereof, 200 chofen men, and the Laird
of Balnagown, an 100 to Inuernefs provifionally, till he faw how matters
would difpofe themfelves: being then arrived at Forres, he got news
that Dundee was retired into the Highlands from before Inuernefs, not
willing to hazard in action, fo he continued his way thither, where he
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met Balnagown with great proteflations of his affeftion to the Protef-
tant caufe and their Majefties government, which he alfo made appear
thereafter, by his readinefs to comply with fuch as commanded in thofe
northern parts their Majefties forces, having then got into Inuernefs,
together with his own party, some 4 or 500 men of the forementioned
families, which were only thofe he could make ftate upon. He ordered
the paliflading of all the avenues and entries with the principal ftreets of
the toun, and made a review of the inhabitants, which he found to be -
about 300 well armed and refolved men for the defence of their toun:
He ordered alfo the Lord Strathnaver and the Laird of Grant to levy
their regiments, for which they had taken commiffions, with all fpeed,
and to arm fo many of them as they could, with fuch arms as ufually
Highlanders make use of, mioft of them being of that fort of people.
Mean time he fummoned the chief heritors of the Earle of Seaforths
family, which is confiderable, as well as of the Lord Lovets, the for-
mer, called the Mackenzies, and thofe latter the Frazers, to know how
they were difpofed for the prefent government, to come to him to Inuer-
nefs, but found them partly difaffected, and partly irrefolute and indif-
ferent, and all of them more apparent to joyn againft than with him ;
which the General confidering, together with the weaknefs of his party,
and judging that not only his reputation, but the intereft of the fervice
would greatly fuffer if he fhould return fouth without leaving that
country in a more fettled condition, he difpatched an exprefs to Colonel
Balfour, commanding in chief, the forces in the fouth, ordering him to
difpatch Colonel Ramfay with 600 chofen men of the three Dutch re-
giments, (fuppofing them by that time pretty far advanced in their re-
cruits) with officers conform, and for his more fpeedy juntion, ordered
him to come the fhorteft cutt over Athole and Badenoch, in which Iatter
country the General was to meet him, to fecure his march in cafe Dun-
dee, with the Lochaber men, thould form a defign upon him in his march.

Balfour having received the General’s orders, made the detachment
under Colonel Ramfay, difpatching him prefently forward, but by mif-

c
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fortune, or rather providence, whofe direétions are above our reach, a
fleet of Hollands herring bufhes appeared upon the coaft at the mouth of
the Frith, the fame day Ramfay was buffie to pafs his detachement over
from Leith to Bruntifland, which the government fuppofing to be a
French invafion, being greatly alarmed, countermanded Ramfay, till they
had difcovered the truth of the matter, which hindred him two or three
days, and proved the occafion of all the difficulties and hazard for the
fervice, wherewith the General had to wreftle with a fmall handfull of
men for two or three months thereafter, mean time he laboured to have
continual news of Dundee and the Highlanders.

* A little before the General went to the north, happening in difcourfe
with the Vifcount of Tarbat, touching the Highland combination, and
willing to know what might be the true ground or motive thereof, was
informed by the faid Vifcount, that it was neither the love of King James,
nor hatred of King William, which moved them to it, or at leaft fome of
the wifeft of them, as Lochiel Chief of the Camerons, whofe cunning
engaged others, who were not fo much interefted in his quarrel, but that
it was out of the apprehenfion of the Earle of Argyles appearant reftaura-
tion and favour, whofe predeceffors, during their greatnefs, had always
quarrels with almoft all the families of the Macdonalds, to the extirpation
and ruin of a great many of them, and becaufe Lochiel had fome of the
late Earle of Argyles lands, which were forfeited in the reign of King
Charles, by a gift of King James in poffeflion, and that feverals of thofe
combinéd Highlanders did hold their lands of the Earle, thefe were the
moft apparent occafions of the Highland combination at firft; tho
after their juniion with Dundee, being fupported with the hopes of an
invafion out of Ireland, and more by the devifions which fhortly thewed
themfelves in Parliament, fpliting the party which appeared the moft
zealous at firft for their Majefties government, upon the account of the
feflion, whether out of tendernefs for the common intereft of the fub-
je€t, or felf-defign, I leave it there, the fubfequent behaviour of that called
the country party, making the latter seem the more probable, it was pre-

-
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tended for King James, but certain it is, that it may be eafily demon-
ftrated, that the Court party (as it was called) drove their oun more than
the court intereft, as happily, we fhall have occafion to touch in the fol-
lowing relation : fo that, on all fides, felf-intereft lay at the bottom.

The faid Vifcount of Tarbat propofed to the General a way which
feemed to him likely enough to fatisfy the Highlanders, fo as that they
thould not trouble their Majefties government, viz. that the King fhould
pay of all Argyles pretenfions, not furpafling, as he affirmed, 1.5000
Sterling, excepting Macklean, for which, if the reft were brought off a
medium might be found alfo upon the foot, that the late Earle of Argyle
had formerly condefcended; which propofition the General liked fo
well, that he wrote of it to the Earle of Portland, from whom he alfo
received an anfuer fignifying, that the King was well pleafed with the
overture, and that the Vifcount of Tarbat fhould fee to get it adjufted :
which letter, with one of his oun, the General fent to the faid Vifcount,
having received it upon his march to the north, but, as he was informed
afterward, inflead of imploying Tarbat in that tranfattion with the High-
landers, touching Argyles pretenfions, the government pitched upon the
Laird of Calder, a Campbell to his name, and kinfman to the Earle of
Argyle, in whom the Highlanders concerned, could not be fuppofed to
repofe fo much truft, nor did his behaviour in after times, teftify much
that he meant very fincerely with the government, tho a privy counfellor.
However, the General, during his abode in the North, having known the
Kings mind as to the Vifcount of Tarbats propofition, wrote to Lochiel
at two feveral times, but had no return, notwithftanding that he propofed
fairly to him under the prefent government; he wrote alfo to a gentle-
man, chief of one of the families of the Macdonalds, called Glengary, who
returned him a civil anfuer, but inflead of hearkning to his propofitions,
propofed to him the example of General Monck to imitate, who reftored
King Charles : which broke clearly off all further thoughts and endeavours
of accommodation by the General.

Dundee, as was touched above, being retired upon the Generals motion
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from Elgin towards Inuerness into the Highlands, after he had confulted
with fome of the chiefs of the Highland clans, and draun affurances by
letters from fuch as lay at further diftance of their adherence to him and
King James intereft, having given them a time and place of rendezvous,
paffed with his horfe at that time to the number of fourfcore thorough
the heights or braes of Badenoch into Athole, where he was friendly
received by the gentlemen of that country, particularly by the Marquifis
baillie, or fleward of his lands, called Stuart of Balleachan ; from whence
he marched to Perth, where he furprifed the Laird of Blair, captain of
horfe, with his lieutenant, and two other foot officers, which he carried
prifoners in all his marches for the matter of fix weeks thereafter, fendirg
them afterward to the Ifle of Mull, where Blair, a gentleman of good
confideration and zealous for the prefent government, after a great deal
of ill and barbarous ufage, died.

Dundee having ranged fome days through the province of Angus and
Perth, (both very ill affetted,) and got the number of his horfe augmented,
which was his principal errand there, and braved two troops of Leving-
ftons dragoons, left at Dunde under the lieutenant-colonel thereof, by
‘'which occafion he thewed, that he was either a traitor or a coward ; for
notwithftanding, he ‘was at leaft as ftrong as Dundee, and his horfe in
better cafe, he did not budge out of the toun ; after, I {fay, Dundee had paft
fome four days to fortify his body of horfe with fome gentlemen, and their
fervants which joined him, he retired into the Highlands by the fame way
he came, which made the General conclude that Athole play’d foul play,
and falfified his engagement at their parting to him : Therefor confider-
ing his country henceforeward as ennemys, he difpatched feveral exprefles
to meet Ramfay with direétion how to order his march, according as he
fhould be informed of Dundees motion, judging, according to his intelli-
gence, that if Ramfay thould follow his orders, fo as to have marched im-
mediately after Balfour had received command to detach him, he might
eafily pafs all hazard of being intercepted by Dundee, before he could
have aflembled a fufficient party to dare undertake it : and for the men of
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Athole, befides that they had not openly declared themselves as yet, the
Marquis with his eldeft fon being at Edinburgh. The General judged
Ramfays party, fuch as he had ordered it, fufficient to fecure their paffage
through that country, but being flopped (as was touched above) upon the
alarm of the Hollands fithers two or three days, and the Generals mef-
fengers party being returned back for fear of the Atholemen, and the laft
of them being intercepted by the forementioned Stuart of Balleachan,
kept prifoner in the Marquifis houfe three days, and the Generals letter
fent to Dundee ; Ramfay, after he had advanced within twelve wmiles of
the place where the General had promifed to meet him with his party to
fecure their junétion, feeing the men of Athole in arms as he marched
through their country, tho they attempted nothing upon him, who mag-
nified extremely Dundees Highland forces, which they affirmed, tho
falfly, were betwixt him and the General, from whom he received no late
advertifement ; withall being altogether a ftranger to the Highlanders and
their numbers, believed them to be really fo formidable, that it thould be:
no prudence in him, and as little fafety to the fervice to hazard that party,
and fo returned with all diligence again to Perth. But the morning before
his refolution of returning, he difpatched an express to the General,
giving account of his being advanced fo far, and his intention to lodge
at Ruthven in Badenoch, where the General had placed a garifon of
countrymen : The following night which exprefs coming to Inuernefs, on
Saturday night at even, the General having ordered provifions only for
two days for his party, and leaving fome three or four hundred country-
men, under command of Balnagown, whofe men they were moftly, for
the guard of Inuernefs, marched out Sunday morning early with about
100 Englifh horfe, 140 dragoons, at moft 200 old foot, and 200 High-
landers of the Lord Raes and Balnagowns men, in all about 640 men,
having fent orders to the Lord Strathnaver to repair fpeedily to Inuer-
nefs with all the ready men he had, as well as to the gentlemen of the
Lord Raes family, to bring thither 200 men more of their beft armed,
which was punétually and fpeedily obeyed, and fo after he had taken care
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for the fecurity of Inuernefs, which he judged of great importance for the
fervice, as much as his prefent bad enough circumftances would allow, he
purfued his way with all diligence to meet with Ramfay, and fecure their
junétion at all hazards, notwithftanding he had dayly intelligence out of
Lochaber, and could not learn as yet that Dundee had got any confider-
able number befides his horfe together, not willing to fpare any pains or
negle@ the reafonable methods of fecuring the fervice, as well as, becaufe
he could not make ufe for intelligence but of fuch as knew the High-
landers, and who might appear among them without fufpicion, and by
confequence Highlanders, whom he durft not throughly truft.

Dundee, having received by an exprefs from the Marquifs of Atholes
fteward the Generals letters and direétions to Ramfay, as well as intelli-
gence that Ramfay was to be in Badenoch upon fuch a day, made what
diligence he could to get a body of Highlanders, foot, joined to his horfe
capable to enterprife upon his party, (for at that time the Highlanders had
more refpect for our men than fome few months thereafter,) marched out
of Lochaber upon Saturday, at night, and entered into the braes of Bade-
noch, 12 miles above Ruthven, upon Sunday morning, with about 2000
men, which encreafed fhortly after to 1000 more, by which calculation of
time we fee, that if Ramfay had knoun the country himfelf, or had had
knowing men with him, in whom he could repofe truft, he might have
been at Inuernefs before Dundee entered Badenoch, for'upon Saturday
night he might have lodged at Ruthven ; and if the ennemy had approached
him in Badenoch, he had a fure retreat to the Laird of Grant’s country,
whom the General had a little before ordered to leave his men together
to the number of 7 or 800 for the fame purpofe, but the interception of
the Generals letters, wherein he had given him all neceffary direétions,
occafioned the miftake, fo that inftead of Ramfay with his party, which he
expefted to meet with that day infallibly, the General, being advanced
half way to Badenoch, met an exprefs from the Commander of the Caﬁ:le,
of Ruthven, with advertifement of Ramfay’s return, and Dundee’s
entry into Badenoch, 10 or 12 miles above the faid caftle; whereupon,
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coming to a halt, he confidered the confequence, which naturally might be
expeéted from his prefent circumftances, for he concluded the Marquis of
Athole, with his people, ennemies to the government, and looked upon
that country as ready to join with Dundee ; he expected no lefs of the
Lord Lovets men, he himfelf being the Marquifis fon-in-law, depending
wholly on his advice ; he looked upon the Earle of Seaforths country and
friends as flaves to their proper intereft, ready to join with and obey the
firongeft, and that the men of Badenoch would follow the fame meafures
with thofe of Athole. He confidered that the lofs of Inuernefs, which had
for gariffon but a few undifciplined Highlanders, to be a great advantage
to the ennemy ; and, on the other hand, if he fhould return back to fecure
it, that Dundee would form fuch a party in the Duke of Gordons country,
as well as in all the counties of Murray, Banff, Aberdeen, Merns, Angus,
and Perth, as thould not only be too formidable for all the forces de-
figned in Scotland, but would prefently cutt of all communication be-

twixt him and the fouth, from whence he could alone expe&t to be

fuccoured, fo that of two poffible evils he chofe the laft and leaft ap-
parent, and having difpatched exprefles to Inuernefs, affuring them, that
if the ennemy fhould turn head that way they might freely expeét him
in his rear, exhorting them in fuch a cafe to a vigorous defence; as alfo
to the Lord Strathnaver and the Lord Raes family to haft up thither the
fuccours he had ordered. He changed his march, and falling to the left
hand toward the Laird of Grants country, (who was prefent with him),
called Strathfpey, marched the reft of that day, and the whole enfuing
night, to gain betwixt Dundee and the Duke of Gordons country, which
was his neareft heip, to cover the Laird of Grants intereft, which lay nixt
to the place where the ennemy lay for the time, it being a neceflary maxim
in the war for fuch as would gain and keep friends never to abandon them
without neceflity. To gain betwixt Dundee and the fouth, to be mafter
as well of the retreat in cafe of neceflity as of the neceflary fuccours, and
to fee if, by fuch a fpeedy and unexpected motion, he might happily meet
with a favourable occafion to fall upon Dundees party in diforder and
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ftragling, to which that fort of people are very fubjeét ; but fo it was, that
after a continued march of 24 hours, whereby he gained the plains of
Strathfpey, betwixt Dundee and the low country, and willing in the be-
ginning of the war to try his fortune, not judging he hazarded much, being
ftronger than his ennemy in horfe, believing at that time his dragoons firm
and refolute for the fervice, and fo judging himfelf in fuch plain ground
mafter of his retreat at the worft, he marched with all poffible diligence
and fecrecy till he came within a mile and a half of Dundees camp, but
found he lay round about with a wood, and a marith within the wood, as
in a double trench, whereby he {faw there was nothing to be done that way,
but becaufe his foot was extremely weary and {leepy, he advanced near a
pafs, within a mile of the ennemy, and there halted from four till ten in the
morning, at which time, having put his party under arms, he marched to
the pafs to obferve the countenance of the ennemy, and to fee if he would
fhow himfelf, but in vain ; for the General was informed by fome of their
own number afterwards, that notwithftanding of that advantage of their
camp, upon the firft alarm of his approach, Lochiel retired about four
miles to the hills, from his camp, with all the foot, and with fuch precipi-
tation, that it looked more like a chafe than a retreat, which doth juftify
the Generals thoughts of trying to furprife them, which he had certainly
" done were the ground fuch that he could have come in fight of them.
Having then flayed at the forefaid pafs till towards four of the clock in
the afternoon, he judged, both for want of provifions and forage, and that
be could not lodge fecurely near an ennemy of that kind, whofe advan-
tage is that with which men ufually fecure their camps, as woods, marithes,
and rough ground, withall, being fo very unequall in’ number, that he
ought to retire from them further, and fo, having informed himfelf of the
Laird of Grant, marched that night about four miles doun the country,
from whence he wrote to the government of his prefent bad circumftances,
wherewith he charged principally the Marquis of Athole, concluding that
his countrymen durft not behave as they had done, both in the friendly re-
ception of, and the free paflage and affurance of affiftance to Dundee, with
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the interception of his exprefs and orders to Ramfay, whom they had dif-
couraged by their falfe news, without the- Marquis connivance, not {paring
at the fame time the Vifcount of Tarbat, who, both at London and Edin-
burgh, had promifed great matters of his credit in the county of Rofs,
efpecially with the name of Mackenzie, who can arm 1500 men, tho not
of the moft refolute fort, yea, affuring the General, that tho the Earle of
Seaforth, (who was with King James, and papift), fhould come to his own -
country, and among his friends, he, the faid Vifcount, would overturn in
eight days more than the Earle could advance in fix weeks ; whereby the
General, finding at his coming north the difaffection of the Mackenzies,
judged eafily that the Vifcount was not a friend, if not an ennemy to the
government, to whom he reprefented him alfo for fuch. Whereupon the
government fecured him as they would have done Athole, had he not gone
to England, where the King, upon the Generals letter fent up by Duke
Hamilton, caufed arreft him, and Tarbat being fet at liberty upon the writ-
ing a letter to his friends the gentlemen of the name of Mackenzie, retired
secretly into England and to London, where he found protection by his
coufin-german, the Lord Melvill, fole fecretary of ftate for Scotland, who
from that time forth, together with Tarbat, determined to lofe the Gene-
ral, as by the following relation fhall appear, tho with him fhould be loft
at the fame time the Kings fervice, which has very near proved the effect
of their malice. Whether defigned fo or not, betwixt them and God be
it, who, to his name be the glory, gave their Majefties arms, entrufted to
the General, fuccefs, fuitable to the juftice of the caufe, and the difinter-
efted zeal and unwearied endeavour wherewith he laboured to advance it,
yea, far beyond what he could reafonably have propofed to himfelf, con-
fidering the difficulties he had to wreftle with, not only from the ennemy,
but much more from the government, and fuch as the King entrufted and
benefited, (if it may be faid), only with the diretions and advantages
thereof.

The General, (to return to our relation), difpatched orders to the regi-
ments of Barclays dragoons and Leflies foot, (who lay at Forfar and Cow-

D
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per, in the county of Angus, being ordered doun to Scotland upon a letter
from him as he went to the north to S* John Laniere, when the new levies,
by the reasons above mentioned, did not fucceed fo very well,) to march
out of their prefent quarters to the north, by the road of Cairnmonth, pur-
fuing their way by the root he marked to them, till they should receive
his further orders, being as yet uncertain where he fhould have occafion
to join, fince he judged himfelf upon the defenfive, and fo obliged to regu-
late matters according to the ennemys meafures. The orders for the
march of thofe regiments he fent for difpatch fake, becaufe the affair preft,
by one ofthe Laird of Grants tennents, recommended for a very trufty man,
a Highlander, who was accuftomed to trade in Strathdee and Braemar,
where he was to pafs as the fhorteft way, and was not therefor judged fufpect
to thofe people, who, fince the Earle of Mars death, favoured the rebells.
But, to be fure, he fent other meffengers every day by another road, and
advertifed the Mafter of Forbes and Sir George Gordon of Edinglaffie, to
get together all the armed men they could, in cafe he were fpeedily obliged
to retire before the ennemy, who increafed in number dayly by the junc-
tion of fuch as would lay hold upon the occafion to robb and plunder,
which Dundee was forced to give way to, if he would keep fuch a rabble
together. Having difpatched thofe orders and letters, and informed him-
felf of the moft fecure and convenient poft in the Laird of Grants country,
having regard to the fecurity of his party, as well as means of forage for his
horfe, and provifions for the men, a fummer duelling of Grants, where
there were fome meadows and fields of eorn proper for the nature of the
party, whofe firenth was moft in horfe, was pitched upon, whither he
marched ; the Laird of Grant furnithing him with fome oat-meal and
theep for the men, with oats for the horfe, who found little or nothing in
the field, which made the Englith horfe quickly lofe their bellies and be-
come ufelefs many of them, and feverals of them died in that camp by fcarci-
ty of forrage, and extraordinary cold weather, tho pretty far advanced in
May. But the officers and men of that detachement of Colchefters regiment
never repined, tho feveral times, during a month, that that chicane with
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Dundee lafted, reduced to great wants of provifions and forage, notwith-
fianding the General took all the care poffible to have it out of Murray and
other places, who having pofted himfelf at the forefaid fummer duelling
of the Laird of Grants, engaged of fuch trufty countrymen, as he re-
commended to him, 10 or 12 to be always coming and going toward the
ennemy, who camped about five or fix miles above him, upon the fame
river, being refolved to ftay there till the ennemy drew nearer, who, fee-
ing our party making mine to expect him, might happily take it to con-
fideration, and expeét the junétion of more of his aflociates, before he
would venture upon our poft, which was advantagious for horfe, where-
by our fuccours, ordered north by the General, would have the more
time to draw near ; for as yet he believed not the general report, that Le-
vingflons dragoons were ill affected to the fervice ; where, for mark of
bis truft to them, he fent fome days before, order to Lieutenant Colonel
Levingfton to repair to the north with the two troops of the faid regi-
ment which was left with him at Dunde, and joined the party at his poft
called Colmnakill, which was fo covered behind with the river of Spey,
and before with woods and marifhes, with a little river to the right very
rough and ftony ; within which avenues there was a pretty {pacious plain
proper, as the General judged, for his horfe to gallop through thofe High-
land foot, who apprehend nothing fo much as horfe in the midft of this
plain. Grant had as much houfing as could cover our foot. The Gene-
ral kept the whole party by their arms, and the horfe faddled and bridled
in the night time, befides fmall guards of horfe and dragoons, for ad-
vertifement, pretty far advanced in the woods, and foot along the little
river which covered his quarter to the right, fo that he could not be fur-
prifed, tho’ his fpies thould not ferve him faithfully, whereof fome came
in every two hours at leaft. Befide thofe advantages of this poft we had
a {afe retreat down the river, in cafe the General might judge that the
fureft for the fervice. Two days afler the arrival of Lieutenant Colonel
Livingfton by the party, two deferters came into our quarter from Dun-
dee, who being brought to the General, he examined them, demanding
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why they had left Dundee, for one of them had been a ferjant in Wa-
chop’s regiment in England, and deferted after Sir David Collier was
made Colonel of it, carrying three more with him, which made the Ge-
neral fufpe@t him the more, telling him he lookt on him as sent from
Dundee to fpy his camp, and that he fhould be treated accordingly, if he
would not give a better account of himfelf. Whereat the fellow defired
to fpeak with him alone ; fo all officers being commanded out of the room,
except Sir Thomas Livingfton, he told the General that he was betrayed
by his own men, and being afked who they were, he named Lieutenant-
Colonel Livingfton, Captain Murray, Livingfton, Crighton, and feveral
others, few excepted, (but the Colonel, the Major, and Captain Balfour,)
of all the dragoon officers, who were not aétually in the plott, or had lefs
or more communication of it. And being further enquired what proofs
he had of thefe aflertions ; he anfwered, (as did alfo his comrade) that
befide that Dundee ufually affured his Highland Chiefs of Clans, that he
was fure of the dragoons, but that it was not yet time to call them, being
more ufeful to him where they were; that he faw him read letters from
his Lady to the fame purpofe, naming particularly the forementioned offi-
cers, together with one Lieutenant Murray of the fame regiment, a young
debauched fellow, but one of the aétiveft inftruments in that plot.
Whereupon the General, having heard all they had to fay, told them he
would fend them to the Laird of Grants houfe of Bala Caftle (where
garrifon was kept) to be kept in civil imprifonment, and well entertained,
till he fhould have occafion to difcover the truth of the matter, with
affurance of recompence, if their intelligence were found true, and ex-
emplar punithment in cafe it fthould be difcovered that they were fent
by Dundee of purpofe to make the dragoons fufpeét, and confequently
ufelefs to him ; whereat they appeared to be well fatisfied ; which made
the General believe the more what they had attefted; withall they ap-
pealed to the Lairds of Blair and Pollock, the Captain and Lieutenant of
horfe which Dundge had furprifed at St. Johnftoun a little before, then
prifoners in his camp, with whofe communication they had left Dundee
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to carry over that intelligence, left we fhould venture in aétion with fo
fmall & party, whereof fuch a confiderable part were traitors.

The prifoners being removed to Bala Caftle, the General confulted Sir
Thomas Livingfton concerning his regiment, who told him that he did not
believe the dragoons knew any thing of the plot, except it were very few;
but he himfelf did begin to fufpeét the behaviour of the forenamed offi-
cers, particularly after the Lieutenant-Colonels junétion with the two
troops, for that they were ufually ferious together ; but that always upon
his appearance near them, the matter, whatever it might be, was huthed
up, which fortified the General in the opinion they were rogues; howe-
ver, he refolved to flay in his camp till the enemy drew nearer, upon the
following reafons, that every day which he flay’d there was gain’d to him,
becaufe it drew nearer the expefted fuccour which he had ordered, and
loft to Dundee, becaufe it hindered his communication with thofe places
whereout of he expeéted his fpeedieft and beft reinforcement, particularly
in horfe, which he wanted moft, and that he judged, if he fhould pre-
fently retire, that he muft needs be obliged to repafs the hills before the
two forementioned regiments could join him, and {o leave all the north
to Dundee, where he would prefently have fuch a party, both of horfe
and foot, as fhould not only be too formidable for any renforce expeéted
at that time, but alfo for any thing he could put together in the nation
againft him, confidering the diverfion which the Caftle of Edinburgh, the
securing that of Stirling, the guarding of the government at Edinburgh,
and the apprehenfions both of a landing from Ireland, and a rifing upon
the borders, occafioned. Thefe reafons then confidered, the General re-
folved to ftay in the poft, after communication and advice of Sir Thomas
Livingfton, Lieutenant-Colonel Buchan, who commanded the detachment
of foot he had from the three Dutch regiments, and the Laird of Grant,
who had been ufeful to him, both as to the helping him to faithfull intelli-
gencers and meflengers, as alfo, with fome provifions and oats for the
horfes at firft, till it was got out of Murray by the Generals peremptory
orders, which they durft not refufe, not knowing how matters would go.
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At this time Dundee blockt by a detachment from his Highland army,
which was judged now about 3000 men, the old caftle of Ruthven in Ba-
denoch, where the Englifh kept a garrifon all the time they were in Scot-
land, and where the General at his firft arrival at Inuernefs had placed
one John Forbes, brother to Colodin, Captain in the regiment which Grant
was to levy, a refolute brifk young man, and very well affected to the in-
tereft, with about 60 men of Grants Highlanders; whom Dundee know-
ing to want provifions, by a letter of his which he intercepted, furprifed
him in that condition ; for fuch as had the charge to furnith him negleéted
it too long, and he being a young fouldier did not think of the nixt beft
remedy, viz. to take from the inhabitants, when the fecurity of his poft
did abfolutely require it. This gentleman, having no fubfiftance, was
forced to render the houfe which Dundee burnt, but capitulated for his
own and his garrifon’s liberty, and having been carried through Dundees
camp, did fee their horfes {addled, and all preparing for a march, and being
licentiated he met upon the way to our poft, and a mile from the ennemys
camp, two men on horfeback, the one clothed in blue, and the other in
red, whereof he in blue challenged Captain Forbes in French with a * Qus¢
vive,” who returning “#”ive le Roy Guilleaume ;” the other faid he had pre-
fently been commanded out of our poft to get news of the ennemy, and
notwithftanding, Forbes told him he would run hazard of being caught by
Dundees men, he neverthelefs purfued on his way ; whereof the Captain
having informed the General at his arrival by him as he was at dinner,
he prefently caufed make inquiry who had fent any horfe or dragoons
abroad, and if they wanted any of their number clothed blue, perfuad-
ing himfelf it was with intelligence from the officers of dragoons to Dun-
dee ; for he had given no order for fending out any for intelligence ; for
befide, that the Englith horfe were much ruined, fo that they could not
make parties, they were frangers in the country, and the dragoons he truft-
ed no more ; {o that he relayed moftly upon Grants men as to information

of the enemy.
Prefently upon this advice, fome of the {pies coming in, gave notice that
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the ennemy was in motion towards us; whereupon the General called
for the commanding officers, ordering them to put their men under arms,
and to draw out upon the plain, calling the Laird of Grant to him; to
whom he faid, that it was with regret he left his country expofed to the
ravage of the rebells, which neverthelefs he hoped thould be but for a
very few days, and therefor willed him to caufe his tenents remove their
cattle doun the country out of the ennemys way, who, in all appearance
being encouraged by his retreat, would follow upon his rear, by which
means his people, for the greater part, might happen to efcape good
cheap. To which Grant replyed, that, tho all his intereft fhould be loft
thereby, he would not wifh him to make one ftep to the prejudice of their
Majefties service.

The General did not judge it as yet expedient to difcover any thing
of his jealoufy of the dragoons ; therefor, becaufe he ufually made them
march in the front and rear of his party, he continued the fame order,
only he put the Majors and Captain Balfours companies behind, and the
Colonels with the other fgur companies in the front, that his prefence
might overawe the ill affected officers. He placed nixt the two troops
of dragoons the 200 foot of the three Dutch regiments, moft of them
grenadiers ; next to them the Englifh horfe, scarcely 70 ftrong at this
time ; and betwixt them and Sir Thomas Livingfton, who led the march,
200 brilk Highlanders of the Lord Raes and Balnagowns men, and
difmiffed what men of Grants were together, to the end they might do
their beft to defend their houfes againft ftragglers of the ennemy, and
remove their cattle out of their way, fince he was not in a condition to
protett them ; and continuing in order, as above, till it was obfcure with
the night, began his march when he knew that the ennemy was within
three thort miles of him, who, by this means, could not readily know the
certainty of his retreat that night no more than the way he retired by,
becaufe he had three ways to avoid engagement ; one towards Inuernefs,
which Dundee, not knowing his reafons, might readily belive his likelieft
way ; the fecond, which was the neareft to join the fuccours by twelve
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miles through Strathdown and Glenlivet, by which, if Dundee had un-
derftood the country and his trade to have informed himfelf exactly
thereof, he might have gained betwixt our party and the regiments which
we expected from the fouth, and put the General to a hard pull ; who,
tho he perceived the feafability of fuch a fachious accident, durft not
refolve to march through an ennemys country all Papifts, with an ennemy
four times his number in his rear; befides that the forefaid way was
very difadvantagious for horfe, in cafe of the ennemys approach ; fo com-
mitting to the providence of God, (againft whom there is no wifdom, nor
underftanding, nor councell can fucceed), he took his way doun the
river with hungry horfe and men, tho refolute, particularly Colchefter’s
horfe and the 200 fufileers upon whom he relied moft, and marching by
a gentlemans houfe called Grant of Ballandalach, who was with Dundee,
made no halt till he came to a place called Balvany, where he was forced
to fettle himfelf till he fhould gett fome bread for his men and oats for
the horfe; where, having met with Sir George Gordon of Edinglaffie
with the country foot, he furnifhed him with men to fend out for intelli-
gence, of whom he difpatched fome by the way he came, and others by
the way where he apprehended that Dundee would labour to cut betwixt
him and his fuccours; who came in nixt morning with news that he had
not quitt Strathfpey as yet. Whereat the General being very well fatif-
fied, fent neverthelefs prefently again others out the fame way, and
ordered a party of 12 dragoons to be fent out by the way he had marched
off, being in the greateft impatience in the world to have in fome pro-
vifions and oats, which came at laft about five of the clock at night. But
the General feeing none of thofe he had fent out in the morning return,
notwithftanding both officers and fouldiers grumbled, he would not flay
till they had given their horfe corn, and till the fouldiers had got fome
bread baked. He marched the party off in the fame order he had done
the day before ; and having paft a little river, the matter of a mile above
the place he camped in, by that time he had marched about an halfmile
on the other side, Sir Thomas Livingfton, who happened to be a little
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behind, difcovered the ennemy on the other fide, that is, the fide we
lodged on before, and marching ftraight to the fame ground we came
from, and to the foord where we paft. The General having ordered
Lieutenant Colonel Livingfton to continue a good pace, who then hap-
pened to be the firft officer at the head, galloped back to the place from
whence they difcovered the ennemy ; and having difpatched Sir Thomas
Livingfton to lead the party, with orders to continue a conftant pace,
fuch as thould neither weary the fouldiers nor lofe time, he placed him-
felf with about 50 or 60 horfe and dragoons upon an height in view of
the ennemy with his nephew, major to Levingflon, and the Mafter of
Forbes, who joined him there with about 50 horfe ; which the ennemy
perceiving, came to a halt to gather up their ftraglers, and form themfelves
in battalions, or rather by clans. Mean time the General detached his
nephew to a hill which lay to his left, about a quarter of a mile, from
whence being towards the ennemys flank as they thould pafs the river,
he could get a nearer and a more juft view of their force; but feeing the
ennemy defign to act betwixt him and Major Mackay, he called him
prefently back again. The ennemy having got up their men, paft the
river firft with their horfe, which we judged at diftance about 150, who
imbattelled themfelves to cover and favorife the paflage of their foot,
which alfo they imbattelled as they paft, and fo their baggage. Mean
time the General perceived them to begin to fet foreward after funfet,
and judging now his party about two miles in head, he turned his horfes
head, faying to the officers which were with him, ’tis long enough ftayd
here, ’tis better to flep, then gallop off. But Major Mackay being intent
upon the motion of the ennemy, and not hearing the General order to
march off, ftaid there behind a little, wherein he failed very little of being
intercepted, and marching after at a good rate, he efpied a party of 12
horfe, which appeared more becaufe of the twilight, to the Generals left
along the face of an hill, which fuppofing of Dundees horfe, made him
cry halt, to advertife the General: Who turning about, and feeing his

nephew galloping after him, judged he had fome of the ennemy in his
E
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croop, which obliged him to fend orders after the party to make Colchef~
ter’s detachment halt in the firft plain fpot of ground, ordering the reft to
continue their march, being very ill pleafed with his nephew for ftaying
behind him, whereby, if the ennemy were undertaking, he might happen
to engage him mal-a-propos ; but the horfe which alarmed the Major was
the serjant with 12 dragoons of Livingflons regiment, which were fent
out in the morning for intelligence, and who, hapning to be the Lieuten-
ant-Colonels serjant, and concerned in the plot, defigned to bring the
ennemy upon us in our quarters, as it was afterwards difcovered, the fame
being the man in blue which Captain Forbes had met within a mile of
Dundees camp, the day the General marched off, which as yet was not
known, fo that the fellow pretended to have run great hasard of the enne-
my, and to have marched far about to be free of them.

Sir Thomas Livingfton, then having got the alarm that the General
was engaged, drew up all the party in order to wait for orders, which he
prefently ordered to march, being diffatiffied at the halt: but no man
could find out the author of the alarm ; fo continuing his march till he
had paft the River of Bogie, where he was neceffitate to come to an halt
at four of the clock in the morning, neither horfe nor foot being able to
march farther ; there he caufed diftribute the oats and oat meal, which
had been got up in the former camp, and did let the horfe feed upon a
fpot of corn in the mens hands. Mean time he received news to his great
fatiffaction, that Barclay and Lefly would join him that day, fo to play
fure game, after two hours reft, he marched three miles further toward
his fuccours, putting a very ill pafs betwixt him and Dundee, and pofted
himfelf at the foot of an hill called Suy Hill, upon the common road from
the fouth to the north, over which he expetted the forefaid two regiments,
and from whence he could difcover two miles to all hands and ways by
which the ennemy could approach him, who all this while knew nothing
of the reinforcement he expeéted, contrary to the Generals apprehenfion,
who judged, by reafon, that all the countries by which they paft, were
affected to the ennemys party ; he could not be ignorant of thofe regi-
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ments march northward. But God, who over-rules all the aftions of the
creatures, preferved fingularly that fmall handful of men beyond all expec-
tation, confidering the firenth of the ennemy, and that of 600, 200 (in
which confifted our greateft advantage were they trufty to the fervice)
were to be confidered as ennemys: For, in the firft place, had Dundee
accepted of it, the General had engaged in attion with him in all appear-
ance, the firft day he came near, having then opinion of the dragoons that
they would fight, as happily he had done, had Dundee attacked him at
Culnakeill before the fpies difcovered the plot of the dragoons to him ; in
which cafe he had certainly, without a miracle, been beat, which would
be naturally of fad confequence to the government; for all benorth Tay
(which is far the more formidable half of Scotland as to the war, except
a few families which would be forced to follow the fame meafures, or be
ruined, befide all the borders on both fides) would declare for King James,
if afterward Dundee had got intelligence of the march of Barclay and
Lefly, as the General apprehended, and had immediately, upon the affur-
ance he had of our officers of dragoons, marched the fhorteft way along
the foot of the hills toward Cromar and Bognie, be could not fail either
of beating Lefly or Barclay, who lodged four miles diftant from each
other Monday night, or both happily, or tho he had no knowledge of their
march, or profpect of beating up their quarters, it was abfolutely his game
being fo much fuperior in force, having intelligence with a confiderable
part of ours, the neighbouring hills for fure retreat in all cafes, and being
favoured of the country ; I fay, confidering thoft advantages, it was ab-
folutely his part and true maxim to get betwixt the General and the fouth,
it being eafily conjeftured, that if there were any forces in the kingdom,
he would order fome to his fuccour, and his very motion fouthward might
teach fo inuch to a cunning ennemy, befide that the cutting the Generals
communication with the government and the principal force of the king-
dom, could not but be of notable confequence and advantage to Dundee,
and difadvantage to the government, whereby we may fee the hand of-
providence very vifible in this efcape of o inconfiderable- a party, whofe
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defeat at that time would naturally draw difficulties upon the government
not eafily to be redrefled, by the reafons above mentioned, as well as the
divifions which already began to difcover themfelves in that very party
which carried the convention in favour of their Majefties government,
whereby we fhould learn to be modeft when it pleafeth God to blefs the
fervice in our hands, which the moft experienced and clear fighted in their
profeflion will have reafon to do, if they examine impartially themfelves,
either as to their judgement, diligence and refolution, wherein they fhall
find enough to humble them in themfelves, and move them to give the
glory to God ; befide, that if we projeét and defign any thing which the
iffue doth juftify as advantageous to the intereft we ferve, we ought to
attribute the defign, as well as the favourable fuccefs thereof to God, in
whom all his creatures do live, move and have their being, and whofe
gift it is when men have the fpirit of their calling, is, as we fee by the
example of Saul, David and others, to whom God gave fpirit conform
to the dignity he called them to, a double blefling, when it is given in the
fear of the Lord, and continuall dependance upon his fatherly goodnefs
to inftruét and ftrenthen us in our profeflion, fo as denying all felf and
private regards, to carry on the fervice wherewith we are intrufted with
Chriftian fincerity, and unwearied zeall and diligence according to the
apoftle, ferving our Mafters not with eye fervice, but as the fervice of
Chrift, doing the will of God from the heart.

The General being come to the foot of Suy Hill, where he expeéted
that day the junétion of Barclay and Lefly, and was out of all hazard of
being engaged or cut from his expefted fuccours by Dundee, he let
his party repofe, tho not much refreth themfelves, having little or no pro-
vifions ; wherefor he fent to the Lord Forbef’s houfe, two miles off, to
fee if any bread could be had, or quickly baked of oat meal, to fupply his
hungry foldiers, the horfe getting fomething now in the fields to pick at,
where order was given to prepare fome bread ; but the Generals fpeedy
march that night towards Dundee difapointed us of that fupply. Barclay
being arrived at 12 o’clock, and Lefly towards fix in the afternoon, having
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a long march that day upon the reiterat prefling orders which the Gene-
ral fent to haften them. He refolved as foon as the night thould hinder
the fight of his motion from the tops of the neighbouring hills, to march
ftraight to the ennemy, which he did after ten of the clock ; the day in
thofe northern parts of Scotland in that feafon of the year being very
long, which accordingly he did, after he had given their pofts to all the
troops, fetting the 200 Fufileers of the three Dutch regiments at the head
of all, by reafon of the night and ftrait ways, not difcovering any thing of
jealoufy of the dragoons as yet, except to the Colonel and Major. But
the ennemy being about eight miles off, as he fuppofed, upon the lands of
Sir George Gordon of Edinglaffie, (which, with the houfe they had
wholly deftroyed), and becaufe of the fhortnefs of the night he could not
propofe to himfelf to furprife them in body, becaufe of their fenteries by
day time upon the tops of the hills; but the Highlanders ferving more
for plunder than affection to the fervice, cannot be kept from firagling
over the face of the country, as well in their marches as camping, particu-
larly when they were not paid, nor no general method taken for their
fubfiftance : fo he hop’d if they could not gett them in a body, he might
catch fome of them, and difcourage the whole.

But the traiterous officers of dragoons prevented him by difpatching
two dragoons off in the night to give them advertifement, who, with
others of the ennemies, not being able to follow their body, were got hid
in a wood befide Edinglaffies houfe, which proved the moft clear evidence
of their treachery thereafter ; for fome countrymen having advertifed
Edinglaffie, that the ennemy was diflodged, for the General would not
advance detachments at any confiderable diftance, both becaufe of the
roughnefs of the ground, whereby the retreat would be difficult to him if
attacked by the ennemy, and becaufe he would not have them alarmed, if
happily he might come near with his whole force before they had notice
of it, at leaft fo as to have time to call in their firaglers; Edinglaflie, I
fay, being advertifed of their retreat, and that there were yet fome firag-
lers about his houfe, rode off with the Mafter of Forbes, Major Mackay,
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and fome others, and got two dragoons of our oun, as above, hid in the
woods, with a fervant and a boy belonging to one Captain Bruce, formerly
Captain-Lieutenant in Livingftons dragoons in time of King James and
feveral Highlanders. The. fervant and the boy being examined, confef-
fed that the ferjant mentioned above, who had been commanded out with
12 dragoons to get news of the ennemy, had been in Dundees camp, had
fpoke with the Lord Dundee apart, and that immediately thereafter the
faid Dundee had ordered the march, which was at the fame time Captain
Forbes had met with him. The two dragoons alfo confefled fo much, that
the General finding his party now augmented, judged expedient to feize
the perfons of Lieutenant-Colonel Livingfton, with the other fufpected
officers of Livingftons regiment, which done he marched after the ennemy
to Balvany that night, and next day to Culnakeill, from whence he had
retired five days before, where having got notice that a party of the en-
nemy was on the other fide of the river, he ordered Livingfton to com.
mand out 200 dragoons, who himfelf underftanding that the Laird of
Grant had been preft by the ennemy, went out with Lieutenant-Colonel
Hauly of Barclays regiment, and Major Mackay, with a greater number
than the General had commanded; who, in the mean time knowing
Dundee not to be far off, kept the reft of the party under arms, either to
fuftain Livingfton, if he fhould have met with a greater number than was
expeéted, or to oppofe Dundee, if, upon notice of a confiderable detach-
ment, he thould refolve to fall in his quarter, for he was ftill fironger in
number than we, tho the General efteemed his party more formidable by
the unequality of horfe and dragoons.

Livingfton being marched about two miles fair ground from the river,
met with 500 men of the ennemy, who, by the indifcretion of his adjutant
riding before about a quarter of a mile, had got the alarm fo foon, that
(notwithftanding he galloped all the way after them, when he got dif-
covery of them) they gained the foot of a great fteep hill before he could
join them, by which means they efcaped him with the lofs only of about
80 or 100 men, whereas, if the adjutant had been fo prudent when he
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had difcovered the ennemy, to retire without noife to give his colonel an
account thereof, not one of them had efcaped in this little occafion.
Livingftons dragoons fhewed a great deal of forwardnefs to rub off the
affront occafioned by their officers, as did alfo the Englifh dragoons of
Barcklay. There was of our fide a captain of Barcklays regiment, with
fix dragoons of both the regiments killed, and fome wounded. Mean
time of this fkirmifh, news came to the General that Livingfton was un-
equally engaged againfft Dundees, whofe force, (tho he did not believe
him in any hazard, fince he had double the number of Dundees horfe
with him, and fo was always mafter of a fure retreat, fleping fo that
the foot could not attain, neverthelefs, to neglet nothing, and to fee if
happily Dundees miffortune might have engaged him in that plain ground,)
paft the river with all the reft of the party, but met Livingfton a mile on
the other fide upon his return to the quarter, whither he alfo returned
with the whole, fending next day the reft of Colchefter’s detachment into
Murray, with orders to repair fouthward to join the reft of the regiment,
the north of Scotland being fcarce of good forrage for fuch large horfes,
and to carry along with them, in fure cuftody, the officers of dragoons
which were made prifoners.

Colonel Ramfay, as hath been faid above, having retired upon the
alarm of the great numbers of the Highlanders to St. Johnfloun, again
fent for new orders to the council, giving them account of the reafon of
his return, who ordered a detachment of 100 dragoons of Barcklays regi-
ment (before it had received the Generals orders to march to the north)
200 men of Levins, and 100 of Haftings regiment to join him, with
which he marched again through Athole and Badenoch to Inuernefs.

Of which march, if the General had had timely advertifement, he might
have given Ramfay fuch direftions that Dundee would have much ado to
difembarrafs himfelf of both, but he got the notice of it fo Iate, that he
was paft the place where Ramfay could have hindered him, before he
could come the lenth from Inuernefs, upon the orders fent to him to that
effect. Withall he had orders to bring fome provifions along with him,
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which hindred his march fome what, notwithftanding the General did
judge that he could not engage Dundee, and that he faw no way to fecure
himfelf of provifions in thofe rough and boggy countries, where no wag-
gons or carts could poffibly follow. Neverthelefs, not willing to quite
the purfuit of him till he had forced his piece-meal forces to enter Loch-
aber again, having joind Ramfay he marched up Strathfpey, and into
Badenoch, both lying upon the fame river of Spey, having before fent
orders to Inuernefs to get fome meal to Ruthen in Badenoch, which was
fo long a coming, that the forces wanted provifions 24 hours before he
could retire, till he was certified fo well by his {pies as by a party
of 100 dragoons, which he fent after them till within 10 miles of Locha-
ber, that the Highlanders were difperfed every one to his own houfe;
whereupon he fent Barcklays regiment to Strathbogy, an houfe be-
longing to the Duke of Gordon, where there was grafs for fome weeks,
Ramfay with the detachment of the three Dutch regiments to Elgin, in
the county of Murray, and took Livingflons regiment of dragoons,
Leflies of foot, with 300 of Levin and Haftings regiments, and the 200
Highlanders with him to Inuernefs, where he flaid the matter of a forth-
night, to fee if the ennemy would undertake any thing further, and to
fettle the neceflary orders.

By this time feveral companies of the Lord Strathnavers and Grants
regiments were levied, but being without cloaths, arms or difcipline, the
General laid no firefs upon them for the fecurity of thofe northern parts ;
but confidering all the counties benorth Spey, except that of Sutherland,
(comprehending the Earle of Sutherlands and the Lord Raes countries,)
and the Lairds of Balnagown and Grants men, either difaffected, or fuch
as could not be made ftate upon, he refolved to leave Sir Thomas Living-
fton to command there in chief, and for forces, his own regiment with
Sir James Leflies, the 300 of Levins, and Haftings regiments, and the
200 Highlanders, befides what he could make of the new levies, and upon
occafion could call for out of the county of Sutherland, and from Balna-
gown, and Grant ; having at his return to Inuernefs writ to Duke Hamil-
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ton as the Kings Commiffioner in parliament, that he faw no way to fub-
due the Highlanders, confidering their country was full of mountains, bogs,
woods and difficult pafles with inacceflible retiring places, where it was
impoffible to hunt them out, as well as to fubfift a forthnight in fuch bar-
ren and defart countries, but by placing a formidable garrifon at Inner-
lochy, with other fmaller ones in their places; therefore wifhed that his
Grace, with the Parliament and Council, would take it to confideration
fpeedily before the feafon were further fpent, to provide the neceflary ma-
terials for fuch a defign againft his arriva] in the fouth, whither, feeing the
ennemy attempt no farther, he moved, toward the 20th of June, with the
detachment of the three Dutch regiments, only after he had given to Sir
Thomas Livingfton fome general idea of the matters of the north by way
of inftruétion, recommending the improvement thereof to his own judg-
ment, according to the dayly occurrences, leaving the regiment of Barcklay
in the county of Aberdeen, with orders to chufe quarters where they could
beft fubfift ; but judging the houfe of Braemarr a very fitt place for a gar-
rifon, becaufe that it was far advanced in the Highlands, and covered the
forefaid county of Aberdeen ; with all to bridle the Marr men, who had
already difcovered their affeétion to the ennemys party, he difpatched 50
horfe, 50 dragoons of Barcklays, with 60 foot, and fome provifions, to
take poffeffion thereof, with a written order to the captain of dragoons
to puth forward with the horfe and dragoons, leaving the foot to follow
with the provifions: and having put 20 of his dragoons in the houfe in
pafling, marched forward without halt, and before day, to the houfe of
Innerey, three miles further, with all the diligence and fecrefy pofli-
ble, whereby he might readily furprize them, with feveral other gen-
tlemen of note, who, upon the {eparation of Dundees party, retired that
way. But inftead of following his order when he had got into the houfe,
he ftayed till he had refrefthed his horfes, whereby day furprifed him be-
fore he had got the length of his prey, which efcaped him neverthelefs fo
narrowly, that he got fight of them running in their fhirts to a wood near
the houfe where they were ; whereby we are taught that the leaft minute
F
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of time is not to be negletted in the war, becaufe the delay can never be
fo fmall but it may overturn the enterprize, and that all negleéts therein
ought to be punithed according to the importance of the diffappointed de-
fign ; whereby men, who do not their duty for confcience, may be taught
to do it for the fear of punithment. Neverthelefs, tho’ the neglett was of
importance to the fervice, and the behaviour of the commanders of the
party, after the mifling of that prey, looked very faint-hearted, the General
judged not feafonable to take much notice of it, but diffembled his
thoughts, becaufe one of the captains was a ftranger, and the other the
Mafter of Forbes, a young youth, whom he hoped to make ufefull to the
fervice, tho’ as yet bathfull before his ennemy, having never feen any.
Innerey and his guefts having efcaped this lurch, fent with all fpeed
meflengers out to gather the country people to take the pafles before horfe
and dragoons, and to incommode them in their retreat, while they retiring
after their diffapointment to the Houfe of Braemar, fet their horfes loofe
a grafing, and very fecurely laid themfelves down to fleep about the houfe ;
whither Innerey, approaching with a few men to a rock above, and with-
in a muiket fhot to it, wakned them with his fire, at which their horfes fo
ftartled, that after much ado to have catched them, without expeing to
be attacked, forfook the houfe, and galloped all their beft doun the coun-
try ; whereof Innerey laying hold, burnt the houfe to free them of the
neighbourhood of a garrifon. The party of foot being advertifed of this
retreat, took itfelf to a gentlemans houfe, with the convoy of provifions
of neal, malt and fome ammunition, and difpatched an exprefs after the
General, (who continued his march fouthward) to give him account of
the ill fuccefs of the party, who, knowing that the adverfe party would
make a great noife of that feeming advantage, notwithftanding of his great
hafte to Edinburgh to put life in the defign of Innerlochy, and that he had
not a days bread with him for his party, nor could he expeét any that time
of the year in that Highland country, refolved to turn of his road to re-
drefs that litle diforder, tho all this while he was fo weak, not being re-
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covered of the ficknefs he got at his landing in England as yet, that he
could not but with great inconveniency keep himfelf on horfeback.
Having then difpatched account of this little diverfion to Duke Hamil-
ton, entreating the neceflary preparations, whereof he marked the parti-
culars, fhould be made for the expedition of Lochaber, and given order
for a weeks provifion for his party (not exceeding 500 men) to follow
him, he marched away in the afternoon, and continuing his way all night,
joined the fixty foot which he had detached for the garrifon of the Houfe
of Braemarr, about ten o’clock next morning, after he had difpatched or-
ders to Barcklays dragoons to march up the River of Dee by a plain coun-
try between hills, (commonly called Strath in Scotland,) while he, with
his foot marched ftraight over the hills: For he judged that the ennemy
would expeét fuch a motion, and therefor would gather what party they
could together, to catch an opportunity in that ground too favourable for
that fort of people againft regular forces, if his party were not formidable
enough to overaw them ; and having joind the dragoons, together with
the Mafter of Forbes, and fome ftore of meal for the providing of a garri-
fon for fome months, he marched up to the Houfe of Braemarr, where,
finding it burnt, and the vaults incapable to lodge any number of men con-
veniently, after the burning of Innereys houfe, with all his lands, defcend-
ed the river to Abergeldie, where he lodged 72 men of his detachment
under the command of a Captain, Lieutenant and Enfigne; which fmall num-
ber kept a 1000 from doing of any confiderable prejudice to the government.
Which being done, hefent the dragoons, with the Mafter of Forbefs troop,
to their former quarters doun the fame river, and with the reft of his foot
party, paft the hills into the county of Angus, ftraight to Edinburgh, where
he arrived about the beginning of July, and found not the leaft difpofitions
made for the defign he propofed, viz. the placing of a garrifon at Inner-
lochy, as the only means appearing to his judgment capable to fubdue the
rebells, to which there muft needs a Fort be built. But there being no
means to be provided of materials for fuch a work, it being impoflible to
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have them made time enough for that year, becaufe the rains begin foon
in the Highlands, the General propofed in council to have 1500 pio-
neers levied out of the northern countries, each of whom fhould be obliged
to carry his fpade, thovel or pickax along with him, and to furnith a months
provifion of meal, with horfes to carry it, as well for 400 men, which he
defigned to employ to that expedition. As for the pioneers, a propofition
(tho no other could be offered at that time) which, underftanding the na.
ture of the enterprize better afterwards, he eafily difcovered to prove ne-
ceffarly ineffectual, not only becaufe the pioneers fo provided of materials
could not be furnifhed, and that, tho that difficulty were to be overcome,
it was impoffible to get fubfiftance to the forces for half the time, which
muft needs have been employed to make the fort, there being no foregoing
meafures taken to fend it by fea, much lefs to get the garrifon provided
of cover for the enfuing winter, or fupplied with provifions, tho all the
reft were feafible. All which difficulties were moftly occafioned by the
courts neglecting the Generals propofals fhortly after his landing, to have
three fmall frigates fent down to him to facilitate all defigns to be formed
againft thofe rebells who inhabited the north-weft coafts and iflands of
that kingdom, and were feparated from the reft thereof by a fpacious dif-
tance of country full of bogs, hills, lakes, woods and inacceflible rocks,
where a {mall number of people knowing the ground, with the advan-
tages of the pafles and difficult ways, might eafily have rendered them
impracticable to a far greater number of better forces in plain ground;
becaufe the Highlanders, with the profpeét of a very inconfiderable lofs,
can in fuch ground approach a ftrong ennemy marching through their
country to watch an opportunity, being fure of their retreat, tho they
happened to be repulfed, becaufe none but men clothed and armed as they
themfelves could overtake them ; {o that the General confefled thereafter
that his defeat faved in a manner his reputation, becaufe if the rebells
proved opiniater, as we have reafon to believe by what we faw of them
afterward, he could have done nothing but return back again with his
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finger in his cheek, if he would not ftarve all his forces: nay, he could
fcarcely have carried along fubfiftance enough to carry him thither and
back again tho he fhould make no ftay : Whereby he confefled that
the whole defign, confidering the inability, ignorance and little for-
wardnefs of the government to furnifh the neceflary ingredients for the
advancement of their fervice, was built upon a fandy foundation, and
much like the building of caftles in the air; but his impatience to fee
an end of that war which was fo contrary to his humour, and not
knowing all the circumftances of that enemy, as to the nature of their
country, particular numbers of men which each of the combined rebels
was able to bring out, nor yet their way of, nor firmity in, fighting,
no more than the unconcerned method of the government in matters
which touch them neareft as to their general fafety, each being for
his particular, and fixt upon his private projeéts, fo as neither to fee
nor be concerned for any thing elfe; I fay, the Generals ignorance of
thefe particulars as yet being thirty years a ftranger to that kingdom, with
his defire to be quickly rid of that embarafs, occafioned that he eafily
flattered himfelf with the fuccefs of that defign at firft, tho he foon (tho
too late, being already imbarked in it) faw that it muft needs prove fruit-
lefs for that year, tho he fhould have met with no other oppofition from
the ennemies, but to perfift in their rebellion, and only keep themfelves
out of his way with their cattle, which they might eafily do, the nature of
their country furnifhing them abundance of convenience thereto. But
befides all thofe difficulties, which were too fufficient to fruftrate the de-
fign for that year, the government keept above three weeks at Edinburgh
after his return from the north, ere they could condefcend upon a way to
carry forth a fortnight’s provifions for 400 men only ; which certainly
proved the occafion that he did not prevent Dundee, by fecuring the
country of Athole, Badenoch, and fome others of the neareft Highlands,
before he could be in a pofture to oppofe it ; the government being fo ill
compofed at that time, that the ennemy was advertifed of all our meafures
by fuch as voted them in Councill, to which thofe delays gave them con-



46 MEMOIRS OF THE SCOTS WAR 1689.

venience enough. About this time King James being advertifed that the
Highlanders would lofe their patience, feeing the fo often renewed pro-
mifes of fuccours like to faill for good and all, commanded Brigadier
Cannon with 500 Irifh to embark upon three fmall French frigates at
Belfaft in Ireland for the fuccour of Dundee, with large promifes to make
them quickly be followed by a greater number ; who, having upon their
way met two little Scots veflels armed for the guard of that coaft, and to
hinder the paflage of Irith into the Highlands, forced them and landed
their men fafely in the Ifle of Mull, from whence they joined Dundee
with his party. I forgot in its place to fhow how that the General, find-
ing himfelf with fo few forces in the North, prefled by a firong party of
the ennemy, and betrayed by a confiderable part of his own little party,
wrote to the Council to order two or three of the new levied regiments
with fome troops of the horfe and dragoons, to the county of Argyle,
under the command of the Earle of that name, who could join a confider-
able number of his vaffals, upon ocecafion, to them to form a diverfion, by
falling in into parts of the ennemies countries to withdraw fome of them
from purfuing their point fo hotly towards the north.

Before the General's return, the caftle of Edinburgh was rendered by
capitulation to Sir John Lanier, who upon his letter, as was traced above,
had come to Edinburgh to command in the fouth in his abfence, and to
call for fome more regiments out of England, in cafe of any flirrs in that
part of the kingdom, or of a landing out of Ireland, King James being
at that time mafter of all that kingdom, except Londonderry and Inch-
killin, and having the grofs of his force in the northern parts thereof,
from whence there is but a very fhort paflage of fome hours over to the
" fouthweft parts of Scotland.

The General then having refolved to carry only fix battalions of foot,
making at moft 3000 men, with four troops of horfe, and as many dra-
goons, new levies with him for that expedition, with intention to join
Argyle with what forces he commanded in his country, if the fervice fo
required, ordered the rendezvous of the faid forces, the foot confifting
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of a battalion of each of the three Dutch regiments, with the Vifcount
Kenmores, Earle of Levins and Haftings regiments, the two latter not
compleat, becaufe of detachments they had in the north at Perth, taking
his way thither over Stirling, both to fee the caftle and fome regiments of
foot with troops of horfe and dragoons of the new levies which lay that
way. But fome few days before his departure from Edinburgh, he was
advertifed by the Lord Murray, eldeft fon to the Marquis of Athole, that
his fathers fleuard Balleachan, with fome gentlemen of the county of
Angus, adherents of Dundee’s party, were fortifying themfelves in the
houfe of Blair Athole to fecure that country the better for King Jamefs
intereft, refolving to defend it againft the Lord Murrays order, the
Marquis being at this time in England. Murray being Duke Hamiltons
fon-in-law, the General defired to fpeak with him of thofe matters, in
prefence of the Duke, where he declared that he had no hopes of per-
fwading the men of Athole to join with the Kings forces againft Dundee,
their inclination being more for King James than their Majefties govern-
ment, but engaged to do his beft to rénder himfelf mafter of the caftle of
Blair before Dundee could be there; to which end, and to hinder them
from joyning Dundee, he was to go to Athole and gather all his fathers
vaflals together, believing that Balleachan and the tenents he had with
him durft not deny him entry in his own houfe; to which the General
anfwered, that he defired no more of my Lord Murray, than to keep his
men from joyning againft him, promifing to make all poffible hafle to pre-
vent Dundee, being refolved to take the country of Athole in his way to
Lochaber ; but by the delays of government in the furnithing of meal, as
well as of horfes for the tranfport thereof, he was detained at,Edinburgh
eight or ten days after the Lord Murray went to Athole, who adver-
tifed him of having the men of his country together, as alfo of Balleachans
refufal to deliver the caftle of Blair into his hands, and that on the con-
trary he had difpatched meffengers: to Dundee to haften him up to his
fuccour, as well as that of his other friends, who feemed to be blockt up
in the caftle of the Lord Murray.
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The General not queftioning the fincerity of the faid Lord, both becaufe
he was married to Duke Hamiltons daughter (a lady very zealous for the
prefbyterian intereft, as was the dutchefs her mother) and of fome years
not living in very good underftanding with the Marquis his father, of
whom at this time the General had no favourable opinion, preft with all
earneftnefs his difpatch (tho he began already to have very ill thoughts of
the expedition in grofs) to fecure at leaft the country of Athole with
others adjacent, from cafling themfelves headlong in the adverfe party,
which he pretended to do by forcing the gates of the caftle of Blair,
where he intended to leave a ftrong garrifon, and for that end ordered
four petards to be carried to the rendevous place ; and having vifited the
pafs and caftle of Stirling, and ordered the troops of horfe and dragoons,
which were to be of the expedition to follow him to Perth or St. John-
fton, one of the firft towns of the kingdom, fituated in the entry of the
Highlands, about the 22d or 23d of July, where a letter from the Lord
Murray was fhown him, giving account of Dundees being in Badenoch
on his march to Athole, whither Balleachan had fo folicited his fpeedy
repair, that he left feveral gentlemen, whofe junétion he expeéted, behind
him, to be in Athole before our forces, adding, that if the General did
not haften his march to prevent Dundee, he would not promife to get
his men kept from joyning the latter. Upon which information he con-
fidered that if he ftopt at Perth, Dundee would not only be reinforced
with the men of Athole, making 1500 as reputed men for arms as
any of the kingdom, but alfo with fuch of the Ifles and other rebels who
had not as yet joined him, as well as with thofe of Badenoch, Monteith
and Marr, befides that his pofting himfelf in Athole, in the county of
Perth and the neighbourhood of Angus, would give him apparent oppor-
tunity to fortify himfelf confiderably in horfe. He confidered further, that
the ill-affected of the nation would not fail to make their advantage of any
thing which might look like faintnefs in their Majefties forces, which they,
as well as we ourfelves, judged to be fuperior in number to Dundee, par-

ticularly provided we might hinder the men of Athole as well as thofe he



1689. BY MAJOR GENERAL MACKAY. 49

left behind to joyn him by obliging him to prefent ation, or to keep to the
hills ; whereby the General propofed to himfelf occafion to be mafter of
the caftle of Blair, which infallibly would keep the Athole-men from
joyning the ennemy ; being fure, however, that matters might fall out be-
twixt the bodies, that garrifon would always be able to vex them : with
all the General judged better of his own men, tho all of them almoft new
levies than of the ennemy, by reafon that, notwithftanding of their advan-
tage in the opening of the campaign, they fhewed nothing that looked like
britknefs. Thefe were the reafons then which moved him to refolve his
march in Athole, notwithftanding four troops of dragoons and two of
horfe had not joyned as yet.

The firft day he fet forward from St. Johnfton he lodged over againft
Dunkeld, where by 12 of the clock at night he received a letter from the
Lord Murray fignifying Dundee’s entry into Athole, and his own retreat
from the caftle of Blair, (which till then he made the fathion to keep
blockt) and his pafling a ftrait and difficult pafs two miles below the faid
houfe, leaving it betwixt him and the ennemy, the farther fide whereof he
affirmed to have left guarded, for our free paflage to the Blair where he
fuppofed Dundee to be already ; altho Lieutenant-Colonel Lawder, whom
the General commanded prefently upon Murray’s advertifement for the
better fecuring of the pafs, denied to have met with any of his men there.
Next morning by the break of day the General marched, having difpatch-
ed orders to Perth to hafte up the other fix troops and come to the entry
of the pafs, which was eleven miles from his former nights camp, about
10 of the clock, where he let his men reft two hours to take fome refrefh-
ment ; having at his coming to a halt commanded 200 men more, under
the Earle of Leven’s Lieutenant Colonel to fortify Lawder, with order
to fend back what advertifement they could have of the ennemy, before
he thould engage himfelf in the pafs, which was two miles long. The
General had fpoke with the Lord Murray a little below the pafs; who
being enquired how many men he had with him, anfwered that moft of

G
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them were gone to the hills to put their cattle out of the way, fo that he
had at prefent but two or three hundred of them by him, which feemed
reafonable as well as cuftomary to that fort of peaple, when any forces,
whether friends or ennemy paft through their country ; which made the
General not fo apt to judge ill of Murray as others did. However it
might be, he apprehended not the ennemy, though he fhould have met
them much ftronger than himfelf. Therefor after he had got a return
from Lawder, that the pafs was clear, he marched in the following order :
Balfour’s, Ramfay’s and Kenmore’s battalions firft, then Belhaven’s troop
of horfe, followed by Levin’s regiment, with a battalion of the Generals ;
after thofe followed the baggage horfes being odds of 1200, and laft of all
the Earle of Annandales troop of horfe with Hafting’s regiment, which
were left behind the baggage, left the ennemy might detach men about
_ the hill to attack it, or that the country men, feeing it without fufficient
guard, might not fall a plundering of it. Having paft with the five bat-
talions and the troop of horfe, we halted upon a field of corn along the
fide of the river, both to expect the paflage of the baggage, with Haft-
ing’s regiment, and the troop of horfe, and to diftribute a communication
to the forces. While the General ordered Lawder to advance with his
200 fufiliers and the troop of horfe which was paft fome hundreds of
paces upon an hill towards the way from whence he expeéted the ennemy
might appear, who prefently advertifed that fome partys of them began to
difcover themfelves betwixt us and Blair ; whereupon the General, gal-
loping to the ground from whence they were difcovered, ordered Colonel
Balfour to difpatch quickly the diftribution of his ammunition, and to put
the men under arms, while, having obferved the motion of the ennemy,
he thould chufe the field of battle. Being come up to the advanced party
he faw fome fmall partys of the ennemy, the matter of a fhort mile,
marching flowly along the foot of a hill which lay towards Blair, march-
ing towards us; whereupon he fent orders to Balfour to march up to
him in all hafte with the foot. But prefently upon that order, having
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difcovered fome bodies of them marching down an high hill, within a
quarter of a mile to the place where he ftood, when the grofs of their
body appeared, fearing that they fhould take poffeflion of an eminence
juft above the ground where our forces halted on, of a fleep and difficult
afcent, full of trees and fhrubs, and within a carabin fhot of the place
whereon we flood, whereby they could undoubtedly force us with their
fire in confufion over the river, he galloped back in all hafte to the
forces, and having made every battalion form by a Quart de Converfion
to the right upon the ground they flood, made them march each before
his face up the hill, by which means he prevented that inconveniency, and
got a ground fair enough to receive the ennemy, but not to attack them,
there being, within a fhort mufket fhot to it, a.not}aer eminence before our
front, as we flood when we were up the loweft hill, near the river,
whereof Dundee had already gott poffeflion before we could be well up,
and had his back to a very high hill, which is the ordinary maxim of
Highlanders, who never fight againft regular forces upon any thing of
equal terms, without a fure retreat at their back, particularly if their
ennemies be provided of horfe ; and to be fure of their efcape, in cafe of
a repulfe, they attack bare footed, without any cloathing but their fhirts,
and a little Highland dowblet, whereby they are certain to outrun any
foot, and will not readily engage where horfe can follow the chafe any
diftance. Their way of fighting is to divide themfelves by clans, the
chief or principal man being at their heads, with fome diftance to dif-
tinguith betwixt them. They come on flowly till they be within diftance
of firing, which, becaufe they keep no rank or file, doth ordinarly little
harm. When their fire is over, they throw away their firelocks, and
every one drawing a long broad {word, with his targe (fuch as have
them) on his left hand, they fall a running toward the ennemy, who, if
he ftand firm, they never fail of running with much more fpeed back
again to the hills, which they ufually take at their back, except they hap-
pen to be furprised by horfe or dragoons marching through a plain, or
camping negligently ; as the General four days thereafter furprized ten
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of them at Perth, and Sir Thomas Livingfton the enfuing year in Strath-
fpey, as we fhall have occafion to touch hereafter.

All our officers and fouldiers were ftrangers to the Highlanders way of
fighting and embattailling, which mainly occafioned the conflernation
many of them were in; which, to remedy for the enfuing year, having
taken notice on this occafion that the Highlanders are of fuch a quick mo-
tion, that if a battalion keep up his fire till they be near to make fure
of them, they are upon it before our men can come to their fecond de-
fence, which is the bayonet in the mufle of the mufket. I fay, the Ge-
neral having obferved this method of the ennemy, he invented the way
to faften the bayonet fo to the mufle without, by two rings, that the fol-
diers may fafely keep their fire till .they pour it into their breafts, and
then have no other motion to make but to puth as with a pick.

The General having got up the hill with five battalions and a troop of
horfe, for Haftings and the other troops were not paft as yet, and feeing
Dundee mafter of an eminence fo near him, refolved to make the beft of
that ground, and rather receive the check there in good order, than to put
his men out of breath and in diforder, by attacking the ennemy againft an
hill. Betwixt the height which he had marched up from the river, and
the foot of that whereon the ennemy were placed, there was a convenience
to imbattail our men in one line, taking the former at our back, tho with
a continued afcent from us to them.

The General having got upon the ground which he had remarked, he
began to even his line, leaving a little diftance betwixt every little batta-
lion, having made two of each, becaufe he was to fight three deep ;
only, in the midft of the line, he left a greater opening where he placed
the two troops of horfe (the other being come up juft as he had taken his
ground with Haftings battalion) of a defign when the Highlanders ap-
proached, and that the fire of the line thould be fpent, to make them fall
out by the larger intervall, to flank the ennemy on either fide, as occafion
fhould offer, not daring to expofe them to the ennemy’s horfe, which was
compofed all of gentlemen, reformed officers, or fuch as had deferted of
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Dundee’s regiment out of England, which was the reafon he placed them
behind the foot till all the fire were over on both fides: He fent alfo a
detachment of firelocks of each battalion to the right hand to fortify Haft-
ings regiment, to whom he was obliged to leave that poft. Being come up
after he had taken his ground, not willing to make unneceflary motions fo
near the ennemy, and becaufe the ennemy were fo very clofe upon him,
and he always in aétion giving his ground to every one, they diftin-
guifhed him; which drew their papping fhot over all where he moved,
whereby feverals were wounded before the engagement, and finding that
Balfour had advanced too far his regiment out of the line, obferving that
the ennemy made no motion to attack as yet, after he had advertifed them
not to be furprifed at the motion, becaufe it was only to bring them in a
line with the reft, left they thould be flanked ; he made them retire, and
recommending the care of the left wing (betwixt which and the right
there was a boggy ground, which, on a fudden could not without hazard
of bogging be galloped) to the Brigadier Balfour, returned along the face
of the line to the right, where finding all ready to receive the ennemy,
he made a thort fpeech to fome of the battalions which ftood neareft him,
reprefenting the unqueftionable juftice of the caufe, regarding not only
the Proteftant intereft in Britain, but in all the world, whofe lofs human-
ly feemed mainly to depend on the fuccefs of his Majefties enterprize, for
the defence thereof, as well as of the temporal happinefs of their country,
confifting in the maintenance of their laws, which confirmed it to them,
befides the obligation of honour and confcience, which lay upon them not
to betray by a criminal faintheartednefs, their mafters fervice, by whom
they were entertained, and laft of all their own fafety ; affuring them that
if they kept firm and clofe they thould quickly fee their ennemy’s take the
hills for their refuge : For which reafon more than the hopes of purfuing
the chafe they fiript themfelves almoft naked; but on the other hand, if
they happened to give way (as he fhould not expeét) before that rabble of
the Highlanders, they might freely conclude few or none of them fhould
efcape thofe naked purfuers far fpeedier of foot than they ; befides that all
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the men of Athole were in arms ready to firip and knock in the head all
runnaways : To avoid, then, thofe certain ruines, the only vifible mean
was to ftand to it, like men fighting for their religion and liberty againft
the invaders of both, which was the true ground of his Majefties enter-
prize, and not the defire of a crown, as it was of all good men and true
Proteftant fubjeéts in conjunétion with and afliftance to him therein, and
not the profpeét of advantage by the change.

The ennemys being upon their ground much about the fame time
with us, feemed to extend their order beyond our right wing ; which the
General obferving made his line move to the right by the flank, leaft their
defign might be to flank, get betwixt him and the pafs, which would be a
very advantagious poft for them, whereby they could cut all communi.
cation betwixt us and Perth, from whence we expected fix troops of horfe
and dragoons more, as well as a further fupply of provifions, -and where
they could, by the favour of the Athole men, fubfift, and have conveni-
ence to joyn as many horfe and foot as Dundee’s credit in the counties
of Angus and Perth could procure in a confiderable number, without that
we could hinder them but by making a motion which readily might fur-
nith them occafion to attack us with a feen advantage: which motion
brought the ennemy, whatever his defign might have been, to a fland, and
fo we lookt upon one another for at leaft two hours.

The General not willing to attack, for the reafons already alledg-
ed, and the Highlanders apparently out of irrefolution, which he appre-
kended to be of defign to expett the might, wherein they might happi-
ly hope to frighten our men by a fudden motion doun the hill with a
loud thout, after their manner, very likely to put new men unaccuftomed
with an ennemy in a fright and diforder, tho’ they could be kept more
allert and ready then he could hope for during the whole night ; neither
durft he venture to pafs the river in their prefence and fo near them, both
by reafon of the hagard, the fouldiers, ordinarily taking fuch a motion for
a fubje& of apprebenfion, and the imputation which he had to expedt, if
he were beat in retiring. He refolved then to ftand it out, tho’ with
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great impatience, to fee the ennemy come to a refolution, either of attack-
ing or retiring, whereof they had more choice than he; and to provoke
them, he ordered the firing of three little leather field-pieces, which he
caufed carry on horfe-back with their carriages, which proved of little
ufe, becaufe the carriages being made too high to be more conveniently
carried, broke with the third firing. ‘
The ennemy having a full view of our forces, by reafon of the height
they pofleft above us, difcerned prefently the General, which drew their
fhot into all places where he ftood or walked, whereby feverals of our
men were wounded before the engagement; and to have the fo much
nearer aim, they pofleft themfelves of fome houfes upon the afcent of the
height whereon they flood, which the General not willing to fuffer, leaft
the ennemy fhould be emboldned thereby, ordered his brother, command-
ing his own regiment, before whofe front the houfes were, to detach a
captain with fome fire-locks to diflodge them ; judging withall that that ikir-
mifh might draw on a general engagement, which he earneftly longed for
before the night approached. The captain chafed the ennemy’s detachment
to their body with the lofs of fome of their number ; but thortly thereafter,
and about half an hour before funfet, they began to move down the hill.
The General had already commanded the officers, commanding bat-
talions, to begin their firing at the diftance of 100 paces by platoons,
to difcourage the approaching Highlanders meeting with continual fire:
That part of their forces which ftood oppofite to Haftings, who had the
right of all, before the Generals, Levins and Kenmore’s regiments, came
down brifkly together with their horfe, and notwithftanding of a brifk
fire, particularly from the General’s own battalion, whereby many of the
chief gentlemen of the name of Macdonald, who attacked it, were killed,
puthed their point, after they had fired their light pieces at fome diftance,
which made little or no execution, with fword in hand, tho’ in great con-
fafion, which is their ufuall way : Which when the General obferved, he
ealled to the Lord Belhaven to march up with the firft troop of horfe,
ordering him to flank to the left hand the ennemy, the fire being then
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paft on all hands, and coming to handy firokes if our men had ftood, ap-
pointing the fecond troop to do the fame to the right; but fcarcely had
Belhaven got them without the front of the line, where they had orders
to wheel for the flank, tho’ their very appearance made the ennemy turn
away from the place where they faw the horfe coming up, but contrary
to orders, they began to pafs, not knowing whereat, and prefently turned
about, as did alfo Kenmore’s and the half of Levin’s battalion.

The General obferving the horfe come to a ftand, and firing in con-
fufion, and the foot beginning to fall away from him, thinking happily
that the horfe would be picked to follow his example, and in all cafes to
difengage himfelf out of the croud of Highlanders which came doun juft
upon the place where he was calling to the officers of the horfe to follow
him, fpurr’d his horfe through the ennemy, (where no body neverthelefs
followed him, but one of his fervants, whofe horfe was fhot in paffing,)
where he judged, by the way they made for him, tho’ alone, that if he had
had but fiftie refolute horfe, fuch as Colchefter’s, he had certainly, by. all
human appearance recovered all, notwithftanding the foot was juft plying
over all, tho’ fooner upon the left, which was not attacked at all, than to
the right, becaufe the right of the ennemy had not budged from their
ground when their left was engaged. Balfour’s regiment did not fire a
thot, and but the half of Ramfays made fome little fire. Lieutenant
Colonel Lawder was pofted advantageoufly upon the left of all, on a little
hill wreathed with trees, with his party of 200 of the choice of our army,
but did as little as the reft of that hand, whether by his or his mens
fault is not well known, for the General would never make fearch into
the failings of that bufinefs, becaufe they were a little too generally com-
mitted ; refolution and prefence of mind in battle being certainly a fingu-
lar mercy of God, he denyeth and giveth it when and to whom he will,
for there are feafons and occafions, that the moft firm and flout-hearted
do quake and fhake for fear : As Solomon faith, ¢ The wicked flee when
none purfueth, but the righteous is bold as a Lyon ;” and tho’ all fincere
chriftians be not refolute, it is becaufe it is not their vocation, for I dare
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be bold to affirm that no truly fincere chriftian, trufting in God for
firenth and fupport, going about his lawfull calling, fhall be forfaken of
him, whether military, civil, or ecclefiaftick ; not that fure viétory fhall
always attend good men, or that they fhall always efcape with their lives,
for experience doth teach the contrary, but that God, upon whom they
caft their burdens and care, fhall fo care for them, that they fhall be pre-
ferved from thame and confufion, and that they have his promifes by whom
are the iffues againft death and innumerable means inconceivable to us, to
redrefs the diforders of our affairs, to fupport their hope and mind in the
greateft of difficulties : Asthe General confeft, that immediately upon this
defeat, and as he was marching of the field, he could not caft his thoughts
upon any prefent means to redrefs his breach, but recommended earneftly
unto God to dire& his judgement and mind to fall upon fuch methods as
the fuccefs fthould manifeft him to be the chief Author thereof, wherein
he hath alfo been heard, as the purfuit of this relation fhall demonftrate.
But to return to our purpofe. Having paffed through the croud of the
attacking Highlanders, he turned about to fee how matters flood, and
found that all his left had given way, and got down the hill which was .
behind our line, ranged a little above the brow thereof, fo that in the
twinkling of an eye in a manner, our men, as well as the ennemy, were out
of fight, being got doun pall mall to the river where our baggage ftood.
At which fad fpe@acle it may be eafily judged how he was furprized,
to fee at firft view himfelf alone upon the field, but looking further to the
right he efpyed a fnall hep of red coats, whither galloping, he found it to
be a part of the Earle of Levin’s regiment, with himfelf, his Lieutenant
Colonel, Major, and moft of his officers upon their head, whom the General
praifed for their fledfaftnefs ; but feeing the men in confufion, there being
fome few of other regiments got among them, prayed the Earle with his
officers to fee to get them fpeedily in condition to receive the ennemy,
whom he minutely expefted, while he galloped further to a part of
Haftings, which the Colonel was marching up to their firft ground, which
he affirmed to have loft in purfuit of the ennemy, who, thinking to fall in
H
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his flank, he wheeled with his picks to the right upon them, whereby they
leaving him, repaired to the reft of their forces, which they {faw among the
baggage at the river-fide, the plundering whereof gave time to many of
our runnaways to get off, and having joined Haftings with the reft of
Levins, he difpatched a nephew of his, captain of his regiment, feeing him
on horfeback, (tho he had eight wounds with broad fwords upon his body)
after his runnaways to exhort all officers, whom he could meet with, to
keep up their men, and labour to bring them back to joyn him, in
which cafe he affured them of advantage.

Mean time feeing the officers could bi'ing their men into no order, and
looking every minute for the ennemy’s appearing, he vifited a garden
which was behind, of a defign to put them in there in expeétation of fuc-
cour, but prefently changed his purpofe, confidering, if fuccour failed, as
readily would fall out, there was no hope of efcaping out of the ennemy’s
hands by defending an inclofure fo far from new relief.

‘While he was in thofe irrefolutions, in expeétation of his nephews return,
he brought at laft news that all was gone clear away out of all reach, and
that fuch as he had fpoke to, noticed him not ; mean time he efpyed num-
bers of men as it were forming themfelves along the edge of the wood which
was on Balfour’s left, and where Lawder had been pofted with 200 men, and
becaufe he had not as yet been particularly informed of the behaviour of
that wing, and it being already after fun-fet, he was doubtful whether
thofe men might not be fome of his own men, who had retired to the
wood upon the Highlanders defcent ; fo, exhorting the officers to labour to
get their men in a condition to make at leaft one difcharge if they were
attacked, galloped up to the wood to view thofe men nearer, which having
difcovered to be ennemy’s, he ftepped back foftly to his men, and bid them
bave fpecial care to march off very foftly, whereby happily the ennemy
judging they were refolved to receive them brikly, would have refpect
for them and let them retire quietly, the obfcurity hindring them of a full
view of our number, but that if they fhould offer to run, they fhould be
fure to have the Highlanders among them ; fo, leading them foftly down
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the hill he paft the river, where he halted a little to get over all his men,
and to obferve whether the ennemy would approach the river after him.
A little before his retreat the Lord Belhaven with the Earle of Annan-
dales Lieutenant and Cornet and fome four or five horfemen came up to
us, which ferved for fcouts to difcover during the retreat.

The ennemy loft on the field fix for our one, the fire to our right having
been continued and brifk, whereby not only Dundee, with feveral gentle-
men of quality of the countys of Angus and Perth, but alfo many of the
beft gentlemen among the Highlanders, particularly of the Macdonalds of
the Ifles and Glengarie were killed, coming down the hill upon Haftings,
the General, and Levin’s regiments, which made the beft fire and all the
execution ; particularly the Generals battalion made great fire, being well
exercifed thereto by his brother, who, being his lieutenant colonel, com-
manded the battalion, and was killed on the {pot with feverals of the old
fouldiers pickmen, who ftood by him after the fhot had run away : There
were alfo two captains and five fubalterns of that battalion killed, and the
other two captains left wounded upon the {pot; for certainly the greateft
force of that fide was poured upon that battalion, and the reafon was that
fome, who were officers among the ennemy, had carried arms in the regi-
ment abroad, and were of opinion if it were beat that it would facilitate
the reft of the work; but there was a great difference betwixt it, when
they had known it, and this time, as was alfo of the other two regiments
come out of Holland, which were moftly new levied men, the King having
taken away their beft and oldeft men to recruit the Dutch regiments in
England. The reafon of the firmity of Levins regiment, was firft, that
they were not fo numeroufly attacked, and fecondly, that he had many
more officers proportionable to the number of men than the three Dutch
regiments, and very good brifk gentlemen ; the fame advantage Hafting’s
had, befides that I prefer the Englifth commonality in my judgment in
matter of courage to the Scots. The Brigadier Balfour was killed labour-
ing with a few perfons by him to get off, after his regiments had abandon-

‘ed him. There was a lieutenant colonel of Kenmore’s regiment alfo
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killed, and a captain of Ramfay’s with fome more officers, which I do not
remember, only that moft part of the flaughter and imprifonment of offi-
cers and fouldiers was in the chafce.

The General having got the {mall refls of his forces fafely over the
river, and feeing no difpofition, fo far as he could difcern, of the ennemy
to purfue him, he bethought himfelf which way he had beft retire ; and
notwithftanding of the contrary advice of all the officers who would have
him to defcend the plain country of Athole to Dunkeld and Perth, he
refolved rather to march into the Highlands three or four miles, and then
over to Strath Tay and along the foot of the hills,” over the Caftle of
Drummond, where he had a garrifon, to Stirling, whither he refolved to
make all the fpeed poffible to fall upon fome prefent meafures ; but tho’
there were who reprefented to him that thofe few afrighted men would
make no refiftance if the ennemy purfued, together with the neceflity of
his making hafte fouthward, he would never refolve to alter his refolu-
tion with thofe few men till he had conduéted them into a place of
fecurity, notwithftanding he was very well fatisfied of the truth of what
they alledged. The reafon of the refolutions was, that he apprehended
more the purfuit of Dundee (whom he knew not to have been killed) with
his horfe, than that of the Highlanders, whom he knew to be fo greedy
of plunder that their general would not get them that night to purfue us;
therefor he refolved to keep the moft inacceflible ground for horfe, befides
that he knew all the men of Athole would be in arms and run the whole
night and next day upon the runnaways, therefore refolved to quite alto-
gether the tract of that country, and tho he was purfued, his men would
not fight ; as well as of the neceffity of his hafte to Stirling; he judged it
would tend to the difreputation of the fervice, us of himfelf in particular,
if after he had got off thofe few men in a body in prefence of the ennemy,
they fhould happen by his leaving them to be difperfed and fall into their
hands, refolving at the fame time never to halt much for fuch as would
not keep up, becaufe of the confequence, both of loofing time, and of the
ennemy’s, and fuch of the people of the country through which he muft
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needs march off, as this fuccefs would induce to declare for them cutting
before him, which they might eafily do with hopes, tho they fhould not be
advertifed of his rout till next morning: Marching then off, as he had
concluded, he met in the obfcurity about two miles off the field of battle
with Colonel Ramfay, who had kept up the matter of 150 runnaways altoge-
ther almoft without arms, and knew not in the world how he thould beft
get them off ; whom the General having joyn’d into his party, continued
his way up a little river, which fell into that which he had croffed before,
till he came to fome little houfes where he faw light, and having got out
the man of the houfe, enquired of him concerning the ground and the way
to Strath Tay and the Laird of Weem’s lands, who was our friend, his
eldeft fon having been in the attion with a company of 100 Highlanders,
which he levied for their Majefties fervice. The countryman having
fufficiently informed him of all his demands, and guefling himfelf at the
fituation of the country, by the map, fo far that he could not carry him far
out of the way, he croffed that fecond river, and paft through very ill
ground over hills and boggs to the Weem ; and next morning at the dawn-
ing of the day the people of Strath Tay, alarmed with our approach,
whom they took for the Highlanders, and fearing for their houfes and
cattle, did raife a great noife and thout, whereat our men, judging it to be
the ennemy, got before them, and began all to break off to the hills, if the
General and fome officers on horfeback had not, with their piftols in hand,
threatened them back again ; but the obfcurity hindring a full view at any
diftance, the matter of 100 or more got away, who altogether were knockt
in the head and ftript, or taken prifoners, and we purfued our march with
very little halt all that day, being on a Sunday, the 28th July, difcovering
the country all along as we marched in uproar, and arrived late in the
night at the Caftle of Drummond, and next day at Stirling, finding all the
county of Perth in arms in favour of the rebels, tho no confiderable body
of them together as yet. . ‘

At Stirling the General met with Major General Lanier, whom the
council had fent there to form a body of what forces were in the fouth to
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maintain the River of Forth and the pafs and bridge of Stirling, of whom
having informed himfelf of what orders had been diftributed upon the
news of this defeat, and finding that Barcklay’s regiment had been com-
manded to Dundee out of the county of Aberdeen, that Sir John had dif-
patched orders for his own regiment, which lay at Anwick and Morpeth -
in England, to march doun to Edinburgh, and that all their thoughts and
meafures tended to abandon the northern counties of Scotland to the en-
nemy’s, he refolved to alter thofe meafures, (knowing how hard a pull he
would have) of the Scots war, if he left the north, which are abfolutely
the beft men of that kingdom for the war, to the difcretion of the ennemy,
where he would not only get great numbers to joyn them, but alfo take
pofleflion of touns and feize upon the publick revenues, whereby they
could form a fafchion of government, and fo have more plaufible ways,
not only to maintain, but alfo to ingrofs their party, than ever they have
had ; befides the party they had fecured on both fides of the borders of the
two kingdoms ready to declare for them upon the firft profpeét of a fa-
vourable fuccefs, and the rupture already beginning in that part of the
parliament, which had been moft determined for their Majefties govern-
ment, which, in all appearance, would hinder the refolutions of that great
court of the nation in favour; and having upon thofe and the like other
reafons grounded his defign, he fent, on Tuefdays morning, orders to 8
troops of new levied horfe, 4 of dragoons of the fame fort, and the Lord
Colchefter’s regiment of horfe, to march to Stirling, Wednefday morning,
not exceeding in all 500. - Colchefter’s regiment being very weak, and
the new troops not compleat, writing to Duke Hamilton, that the parlia-
ment thould not be alarmed at what paft, but proceed in their affairs,
while he thould lofe no time nor fpare any pains to hinder the ennemy
from profiting by their vitory, ordering Sir John Lanier to return to
Edinburgh to haften the march of his own regiment of horfe with Hay-
ford’s dragoons, the former confifting of 9, and the latter of 8 troops; dif-
charging at the {fame time the weft country men, whereof fome thoufands
were gathering together upon the news of the defeat ; the General not
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willing that thofe people, whofe pretenfions appeared already exorbitant
enough, fthould have ground to think that the King could not without
them maintain his government, except neceflity thould drive them, but ra-
ther to make ufe of any fuccour than fee the ennemys of the gofpel fortify
themfelves in the kingdom. On Wedunefdays morning, having got his
horfe and dragoons to the park of Stirling, and pafled them in review, and
leaving order with a new battalion of foot to follow him, he marched out
of Stirling about two in the afternoon, taking his way firaight to Perth,
from whence neverthelefs he could not poflibly get any news, all the
country betwixt it and Stirling being in arms, and moft part abfent from
their houfes. He halted a part of that night for fear of ambufhes in a vil-
lage half way to Perth, and next morning at the break of day purfued his
way toward the water of Earn, a little river three miles fhort of Perth,
where four of his {couts, not above a mufket thot before the party, accord-
ing to their order, (left they being furprifed fhould difcover our motion to
the ennemy) met with two brifk horfemen of the ennemys party, who, at-
tacking our men with a loud “ qui vive,” made them fire upon the ennemy
in a furprize, and happened to fhoot the one dead, and the other fo that
tho he fpake fome words, he had no fenfe of what was enquired of him.

This encounter made the General judge that happily the ennemys main
body was not far off, wherefor he quitt the road and enlarged himfelf over
a fleep hill above which there was a great heath, where the Marquis of
Montrofe had obtained a notable victory over the Parliament’s forces in
the reign of King Charles the Firft, and having, about this place, got no-
tice that fome foot and horfe of the ennemy were come to Perth, inftead
of moving ftraight toward the toun, he took his way to the left to fall in
betwixt them, and the grofs of their party camped at Dunkeld, 14 miles
below the place where he had fought, and being advanced in fight of the
toun of Perth, he difcovered the matter of thirty horfe of the ennemy al-
ready pafled the river of Tay, and fo out of reach; but within one half
mile without the faid toun was a {mall party of foot about 300, who, upon
the difcovery of our party, came to ane halt as irrefolute what to do.
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The General, knowing the river to be low and fordable about that
place, detached the four troops of dragoons to gallop all their beft down
to them to prevent their paflage ; at which motion the party of the enne-
my returned toward the toun again, and the General, not knowing what
number they might have in the village, where he had firft difcovered them,
not having any fure intelligence where their main body lay to prevent
their entry into the town, having no foot by him to force the entry upon
them, he detached three troops of Colchefter’s horfe at the gallop to fall
in betwixt them and that retreat following clofe with the reft in good or-
der ; after he had left detachments upon the heights, where they could
difcover to all hands from whence ane ennemy could approach. At the
appearance of thofe detachements the ennemy threw themfelves into the ri-
ver, where the horfe and dragoons mixed with them, and killed the mat-
ter of 120, and took 30 prifoners. They were all Athole-men, and were
fo opiniater or ftupified that not one of them called for quarters. We loft
but one man in the action, who followed indifcreetly 4 or 5 Highlanders
a great way from his comrades.

Of this little aétion, which neverthelefs ferved to good purpofe, the
General fent the Lord Belhaven, captain of horfe, to give account to
Duke Hamilton, Lord High Commiffioner from the King to the then fit-
ting Parliament, and took his poft at Perth to obferve the ennemy as near
as he could till he got more forces together, writing to Sir John Lanier
to hafte the down march of his regiment and Hayfords, and fent for a bat-
talion of his own regiment, which lay at Stirling, to come to Perth, being
refolved to take the field with his party of horfe and dragoons upon the
firft motion of the ennemy to keep him out of the plain country, and from
fortifying himfelf with a junétion of horfe, which was that he wanted moft,
and wrote to Sir Thomas Livingfton, giving him account of, the flate of
affairs, ordering to put Inuernefs in the beft pofture he could, and affur-
ing him that if the ennemy turned head that way, he fhould quickly fee
him upon the head of 14 or 1500 horfe and dragoons in their rear.
Meantime, the General gave orders for the pallifading of the moft paffable
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places of Perth, knowing that the Highlanders are not good attackers
where they cannot run to with fword in hand, and keep ftrong guards,
and fent out parties in the night to bring notice of the ennemy, in cafe he
fhould move toward him.

At the end of three or four days he was advertifed that a confider-
able number of Highlanders met from feveral hands had joined him
upon the noice of their viétory, together with Lord James Murray, fon
to the Marquis of Athole, and all the faid Marquif’s vaflals ; and that
Canon, who now commanded in chief for King James in Scotland
after Dundee’s death, had made a motion from Dunkeld toward the
north, along the edge of the plains, keeping always the hills clofe upon
his left, in cafe of the approach of any number of horfe : Whereof the Ge-
neral being for certain advertifed and apprehending for the northern
counties, ordered Sir John Lanier, with the horfe and dragoons which he
expeéted out of England, to come with all diligence to Perth, (where
the General left two battalions of foot,) where he was to poft himfelf till
further advertifement from him ; who, paffing the River Tay, marched to
Cowper, ten miles from Perth, a little country town in Angus, not far
from the foot of the hills, and there having fpoke fome of his men who
efcaped from the ennemy upon their march, was told that they continued
their march further north, which obliged him to advance toward Forfar,
within eight miles of Glenila, where he underftood the ennemy was camp-
ed; from whence Canon moved to Clova, much about the fame diftance
from the General’s quarters, who, being but weak, and moft part new le-
vies, placed himfelf in the fields every night, and in the morning after he
fent out fome fcouts, and placed his fentries upon the heights about his
quarter, did let his men reft and refrefh themfelves.

Afterhe had been two nights at Forfar, he got fure intelligence thatCanon
had pafled a very high mountain, called Mount Capél, into Braemar, where
the General had a garrifon in the Houfe of Abergeldie, from which place
he might, with equal convenience and profpet of fuccefs, turn either toward

Inuernefs or Aberdeen, where their party had many friends and well-
I
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wifhers. Therefor, to hinder as much as poffible the ennemy’s progrefs till
more forces could be had, he wrote orders to Sir John Lanier to come to
Forfar, left the ennemy, making a feint to draw him to the north, might fud-
denly return the fame way fouth, and into Angus again; and took his way
ftraight to Aberdeen, where he arrived the fecond day to the great joy of
the moft part of the inhabitants, who otherwife expeéted the Highland ar-
my in their town that very night. There he was advertifed by an exprefs
from the mafter of Forbes that Canon had taken a very firong poft upon
his father’s ground, where he had the Highlands at his back, a wood to
cover him, and free communication with his friends in the plain country
of Aberdeen and Banff, which made the General judge, that the ennemy,
knowing him to want foot, and his horfe and dragoons but fmall in num-
ber, took that poft of purpofe to fecure the junétion of their friends in
thofe countries, to make up a body of horfe, with their foot, which at this
time we judged odds of 4000 foot, with 150 horfe, wherefore he prefent-
ly difpatched an exprefs to Sir Thomas Livingfton to leave the command
of the forces in and about Inuernefs to Sir James Leilie, and to repair
~ over Spey and toward Strathbogy, 24 miles benorth Aberdeen, with his
regiment of dragoons, ordering him in cafe he found the ennemy to ap-
proach to that rout, to take his march more to the left over the plains, and
to fend continual exprefles to give account of his diligence, difpatching at
the fame time orders to Sir John Lanier to fend Hayford’s regiment of
dragoons to Aberdeen, where he fhould find further direftions; by the
junétion of which regiments he doubted not to overturn all the defigns of
the ennemy.

The General refted a day at Aberdeen, giving order for beaking of
bread to his party to be fent after him, tho’ he could give no direétions as
yet to what place it fhould be fent him, being obliged to obferve the en-
nemy; to which end he moved up toward the Lord Forbes’s lands, and up-
on his march, being advertifed that Canon moved further north towards
the Duke of Gordon’s lands, to prevent any defign upon Livingfton, and
hinder the joyning of the northern countries with the ennemy, the Ge-
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neral, having refrefhed his party in the field for fome hours of that night,
marched by the break of day towards Strathbogy, by which motion he
covered Livingfton’s march, fending back orders to Hayford to follow him
with his dragoons. At Strathbogy, the ennemy being pofted within 4 or
5 miles of him, he viewed the ground and took up the moft proper for the
nature of his party, whereof he considered Livingfton’s henceforth, for he
expected him, according to his orders that {fame night ; and vifited round
about his poft by day, but placed no guards or fentries till it was dark,
that the country men, whom he fufpeéted to be Duke Gordon’s people,
fhould not know the particular pofts which he defigned for the fecurity of
his party, with which, tho’ without tents, he always for fix weeks together
lodged in the field in a body, and would never feparate. Livingfton joined
him the night he came to Strathbogy. Next morning he fent out 100 horfe
and dragoons under Sir George Gordon of Edinglassie to view the
ennemys countenance, and bring account how they were pofted, being
refolved to march up to them as foon as Hayford fhould joyn him. At
our partys approach the ennemy was alarmed, judging our whole body
followed, notwithftanding they were fo poﬂ:ed in woods and bogs that
no horfe could attack them.

Next day the General fent out a greater party, ordering Edinglaffie
to approach the ennemy’s camp from another way, becaufe he [was] affur-
ed they would lay their ambufcades the way he had been before, which
he found to be fo. The General was obliged to fatigue his men in
parties and detached guards in this country more then in feveral others
where he had been before, becaufe he could not lean much to the
intelligences which were brought him by the country people ; therefor he
had every night fmall parties out round about his quarters, but moft to-
wards the ennemy’s camp. Hayford being joined with his regiment, and
the General waiting only for fome bread from Aberdeen, to march ftreight
to the ennemy’s poft, notice is brought him, that they returned again to-
ward the River of Dee, which oblidged him to follow them to Cromar
and the faid River, where having further intelligence that Canon had paft
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the hills into the counties of Merns and Angus, he not finding himfelf
- above 11 or 1200 horfe and dragoons in number, judged he could not
without manifeft hazard venture that paflage after the ennemy odds of
4000 ftrong, it being a way where horfe could do little or no fervice.
Therefor, being fully certified that the ennemy had paft the faid mountains,
he defcended the River of Dee, the matter of 30 miles in one day, till he
came to Aberdeen, difpatching an exprefs to Sir John Lanier to advertife
him of the ennemy’s motion. Mean time the General was in continual
motion with a very fmall party to hinder the growth and progrefs of the
ennemy.

The Court, being alarumed with the news of the defeat in Athole, with
the General’s death, ordered General Ghinekell to march to the borders
with @ or 10 {quadrons of Dutch horfe lying in Yorkshire. Which orders,
when the news of the General’s being in health and in the field again,
with the little rencounter at Perth, were countermanded. When we
were at Strathbogy, the Council wrote to the General that they withed he
would garrifon the Houfe of Blair in Athole with that of Finlarie before
the rains came on, which begin early in thofe countries. To whom he
returned anfwer, that he could not quitt the ennemy fo long as he contin-
ued in a body fo formidably ; withall that the fervice which they propofed
required no hafte, becaufe thofe houfes being near the plain countries, he
was fure to render himfelf mafter of them at any time. But if their Lord-
thips were very bent upon it, they might command Sir John Lanier to
draw out fome foot to joyn to his regiment with Barclay’s, which lay at
Forfar, by the Generals order, who alfo had, at his north going, ordered
the three battalions of the Dutch regiments which had not been at the
late encounter in Athole, to poft themfelves under Colonel Ramfay at
Perth, where he was come before this time. The Council, upon the Ge-
neral’s anfwer, without confideration of the infufficiencie of the place for
defence, ordered the Earle of Angus’s regiment to Dunkeld, ten miles
above Perth, feparate from all fpeedy fuccour, and expofed to be carried
by infult, without the leaft profpet of advancement to the fervice by their
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being pofted there ; but an aflured expe@ation of being attacked, becaufe
the ennemy had not fuch prejudice at any of the forces as at this regiment,
whom they called the Cameronian regiment, whofe oppreffion againit all
fuch as were not of their own fentiment made them generally hated and
feared in the northern countries ; whereby it might be eafily .judged, that
the men of Athole now fully declared for the rebellion would not fail to
lay hold upon the occafion to cut them off, finding them fo difadvantage-
oufly lodged, and therefor fent to give advertifement of the occafion to de-
feat them to Canon, who, having paft the hills, as above, thought to play
his perfonage alone in the county of Angus. But Sir John Lanier, pofted
at Forfar with his own and Barclay’s regiment, marched towards Brechin,
near which toun the ennemys were advanced. Whereupon, after a little
fkirmith (where fome of both fides were killed). betwixt their fore partys
or fcouts, the Highlanders thought fit to quite the plain ground to Sir
John, who knew nothing that the regiment of Angus had been fo difad-
vantageously pofted, nor that, about this very inftant, Canon had received
the meflage from the men of Athole concerning the faid regiment, and the
opportunity offered to cut it off.

Upon the ennemy’s retreat to the hills Sir John Lanier returned to For-
far, where he received orders from the Council to march to Athole and
Finlarie, to garrifon thofe houfes. Whereupon he marched next day to
Cowper of Angus, within ten miles of Perth as well as of Dunkeld, where he
received advertifement from Colonel Ramfay of the Highlanders approach
to Dunkeld, where they could not mifs of defeating the regiment of An-
gus, defiring to know his orders what was to be done. Sir John, being al-
together a firanger to the country, delayed to order any thing till he fhould
be at Perth next day, in which interim, if the Providence of God had not
blinded Canon, and difheartned his Highlanders from continuing their
attack, the regiment had certainly been loft, for they had two full days
time to carry them, and all their defence was but low gardens, in moft
Places not above four feet high. But if a fparrow fall not to the ground
without the Providence of our Heavenly Father, much more may we
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conclude that the lot of the children of men is over ruled by his provi-
dence.

This attack, which our own people, as well as the ennemy judged
could not fail, produced clear another effect ; for after that day the High-
landers got alow efteem of the conduét of Canon, who could never oblige
the Highlanders to attack after the firft repulfe, tho’ he had all the reafon in
the world for this enterprize; which, without any manner of doubt, the half
of their number of the fame forces which they had beat a little before in
the field would have carried with as little difficultie as loffe. But the High.
landers are not of paffive courage, {o that when they meet with any thing
to flop their firft fury, and hinder their running upon their ennemys with
fword in hand, they are foon rebated, and cannot ftand before fire
tho’ never fo irregular and {mall, whereof this is a great inftance; for tho’
they loft not twenty men in the attack, Canon could never bring them to
it the fecond time.

If Sir John Lanier had known the fituation of the country, or that
Colonel Ramfay or others had known and confidered the matter, and
how thofe people might be beft and fpeedieft fuccoured, the fureft
way certainly had been to make the forces lying at Perth, immedi-
ately upon Sir John’s approach to Cowper, pafs the river of Tay at
Perth to joyn Sir John, and fo unitedly march to Dunkeld, which
lay upon that fide of the river; becaufe by marching on the other fide
the ennemy might force Angus’s quarter, they looking on and not able
to help them. Ramfay had fent up to their afliftance three troops of
dragoons upon the firft alarm of the ennemy’s approach to Dunkeld ; but
afterward, judging they could not help much to the defence of that poft,
ordered them back. Upon which order, when the ennemy was already in
prefence to attack the poft, they marched off, pretending they could not
difobey orders, tho’ to the palpable difcouragement of men, who faw them-
felves abandoned to the fury of their implacable ennemys without poffi-
bility of a retreat, and as little likelyhood of fuccour, and contrary to the
proteftations of the Commander of the regiment Lieutenant Colonel Cle-
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land, a fenfible refolute man, though not much of a fouldier, who charged
thofe retiring dragoons with the lofs and blood of that regiment. In this
bufinefs the Council failed, by giving fpecial order for the pofting of forces,
which they ought to have left to the judgment of officers. Ramfay failed
(happily by too much refpeét for the Council’s order, which he ought to
have confidered conditionally) firft, by not ftopping the regiment at Perth,
giving the Council reafon of his fo doing, 2dly, that, upon the approach of
the Highlanders, he did not either march with all the forces, which he had
at Perth, to maintain the poft if he judged it of confequence, or provided
Cleland with orders, if he found not the place tenable againft fuch numbers
as he could expeét againft him, to make a timely retreat, giving at the
fame time advertifement to him that he might make a motion up the river
to favour his retreat; for all officers, who are not tyed by exprefs orders
from their fuperiors in command, are anfwerable for the negleéts of the
fervice, as much as the chief commander, tho’ he were prefent, when they
by their rank fall to command in chief a body of the forces. Ramfay
complained alfo, that Sir John Lanier delayed his refolution too long after
he had given him account of the prefling danger of the poft of Dunkeld.

The General, as was touched above, having been obliged rather than to
venture the paflage of the mountains without foot after the Highlanders
to make the tour of Aberdeen ; wher leaving Sir Thomas Livingfton with
his regiment fix troops of horfe and three of Cardrofle’s dragoons to keep
all thofe northern countries in aw, he marched with all fpeed to joyn Sir
John Lanier, and at Brechin getting notice of the Council’s order to Lan-
ier, he difpatched an exprefs to defire he might delay his march to Athole
till he had join’d him, which he did about the beginning of September, and
fo with the moft part of the horfe, foot and dragoons, which he carried
with him, and found affembled at Perth, marched after the ennemy,
threatning to leave not a ftanding houfe in Athole, and to burn and de-
ftroy all their corn if the Houfe of Blair, where he defigned a garrifon,
fhould be burned by the ennemy. Which rigorous meffage faved the houfe,
which otherwife was the intereft of the ennemy as well as that of the
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Marquis of Athole and the whole country to have burnt, being confcious
of their own guilt, and by confequence having no ground to expett fa-
vourable treatement of a garrifon among them ; neverthelefs the profpeét
of a prefent apparent rain made them fpare the houfe, and the General,
notwithftanding the Athole men were the principal occafion of all the
troubles and difapoynments he had met with during that whole fummer,
he fpared their country, contrary to the formed defign of the moft part of
the officers of the army, and received upon the terms of his Majeftie’s gra-
cious indemnity all the inhabitants of that country who fubmitted them-
felves and delivered up their arms: for he followed forth an inviolablemaxim
to deftroy none fo long as there was any hopes of reclaiming men from
purfuing fo blindly their own and their country’s ruin. But the rains began
fo violently the fame day we marched from Perth, and continued not only
all the time we lay camped at Blair, about 10 days, but for two months
continually thereafter, that the General having fent, according to the
King’s order, the regiments of Lanier, Hayford and Haftings to the weft
to be thipped over for Ireland, as he did thofe of Colchefter’s and Barclay
immediately into England to be made up again, he was neceffitate to
retire with the foot down the country to Perth again, contrary to his re-
folution to march to thé head of Lochtay with a good detachment to gar-
rifon the houfe of Finlarie, belonging to the Earle of Broadalbin, one of
the chiefeft and cunningeft fomenters of the trouble of that kingdom, not
for love of King James, but to make himfelf neceflary to the government,
and to try if, by fuch a motion, the Highlanders, being now feparated
each to his own country, not underftanding happily the impoffibilities of
acting any thing againft them for that year, might happen thereby to be
intimidated fo as to fubmit to the government. But the continual rains, as
is faid, forced him to retire the forces (after he had given order for the
fortifying of Blair Caftle with a pallifade and breaftwork, and left nine
companies of foot in it) to Perth, where he diftributed them in the neareft

villages in expeétation of fair weather, which he expefted in vain fome two
weeks there in perfon.
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At laft having received letters from London to take under his care
1000 Danifth forces, to fee them difbarked at Leith, muftered and
marched to the weft of Scotland, and reimbarked for Ireland; and
finding the wind favourable for their paflage, he went to Edinburgh,
communicated his orders to the Council, and obtained their order
for taking of bread and providing of forrage along the road where they
thould march through. Which done, feeing the rains continue, and all
hopes of doing any thing more for that feafon in the field being loft, he re-
turned to Perth, and made a detachement under command of the Lord
Cardrofs to garrifon Finlarie, which he executed without any rencounter
with the ennemy.

The General, apprehending the confequence of the devifion broached
in Parliament concerning the Lords of the Seflion, had writ to the Earle
of Portland in favours of the Earle of Annandale and the Lord Rofs, as
perfons of whom he believed well, and might be ufefull for his Majefty in
the beginning of his reign, having rendered themfelves very popular
among the Prefbyterians, the only party upon whom he could lay ftrefs
for the fupport of their Majeftie’s government ; reprefenting to the Earle
the dangerous confequence for his Majefty to take all his meafures for a
kingdom (to which he was neceffarily altogether a ftranger) by the infor-
mation and counfel of two or three labouring to fecure the adminiftration
of the government thereof to themfelves and their families ; and that in his
opinion the fureft meafures for his Majefty, as well as for his Lordthip,
would be to give a fair hearing to all parties, whereby he muft neceflarily
be better informed, and more capable by confequence to judge of matters
rightly. Which letter he had writ with the faid Lords from Forfar after
they had declared upon their honour and confcience never to have intend-
ed nor to do (whatever the King’s determination in the matter in queftion
thould happen to be) the leaft ftep contrary to their Majeftie’s intereft and
fervice.

During the General’s abode at Perth, he received a letter from the Lord
Melvil, fole Secretary of State for Scotland, fignifying that the King being

K
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refolved to break fome of the regiments paid with Scots money, becaufe
the Parliament was not like to grant new fubfidies. The Court, not fa-
vouring well their addrefs, defired to be informed which of them deferved
beft to be kept on foot. Which motion he oppofed with all the reafons he
could alledge, confidering that the divifions of the Parliament began al-
ready to raife the loft hopes of the rebells, wherein not only Parliament,
but Council Members fortified them ; and tho thofe levies never came to
confiderable perfeétion, yet the very name of them did keep many in aw,
who, upon a ceffation, wQuld lift the mafk ; that he muft needs feparate
the forces about 250 miles, to fecure the low countries from the ennemy’s
attempts, who otherwife would render themfelves mafters of a confidera-
ble part of them, and fo have a better profpeét of continuing the rebellion
by fortifying their party with horfe, and fecuring a country fit to maintain
them. Thofe with other reafons he offered to the confideration of the
King, to be reprefented to him by the Lord Secretary, for the prevention of
theceflation, whereof he apprehended great inconvenience and hazard for his
Majefty’s fervice ; defiring mean while, if the King was pofitive in breaking
fome of the ftanding forces, he might fpeedily be advertifed of the number
which was refolved to be continued on foot, that he might make his
difpofitions of winter quarters accordingly, and that there was fo little
difference to be found betwixt the regiments as yet, that his Majefty’s
favour might be the rule for the modell of the regiments to be kept
up. Of which letter and propofition he had not the leaft anfwer for
odds of ten weeks thereafter.

The General now apprehending the Parliament either would not
meet, or if it came together it would not agree to the confent of a
fubfidy till they had the matter of the Seflion regulated to their mind,
and feeing the King truft wholly to the advice of the Secretary, who
was influenced by the Lord Tarbat, whofe intereft was not to let the
Parliament fit, fearing they fhould fall upon his no more than Melvils,
who, finding himfelf in the whole credit of the government, thought it
not very fafe to fall under the difputes of a mutinous Parliament, which
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oftentimes Princes have been obliged to gratify with the lofs of their moft
intimate favourites. Judging that in either of thefe cafes King James’s party
would become ftrong, and their Majeftie’s affairs brought into great difor-
ders, whereof the iffue might prove doubtfull, he infifted extremely to
have liberty to go for Holland fome few months of the winter feafon
wherein he knew the ennemy could do no confiderable harm ; and to faci-
litate his defign, got Major General Monro, an old German as well as
Britith fouldier, who underftood the matter of the Highlands pretty well,
to be made a councellor, with a yearly penfion, to help the Council to take
the neceflary meafures for the fecurity of the fervice in his abfence.

But Tarbat and Melvill knowing, or at leaft believing, that he preft that li-
berty not fo much to be in Holland, as by the King, to reprefent things fo to
his Majefty as that he thould be obliged to follow other councels and methods
for his affairs in Scotland, or if he found his ennemys credit too ftrong for
him to lay at the Kings feet his commiffion of Commander in Chief of
their Majefties Forces in Scotland, which was his true defign and refolu-
tion : They, I fay, not willing he thould fee the King, tho they contrived
to have-him removed from that command, oppofed his getting of the de-
fired forloof, tho he was made to hope at his firft fuit for it, fo that the
General, who expeéted for certain his forloof about the beginning of No-
vember, the Danifh troops being by ftorm put out of their road and moftly
landed pretty foutherly in England, received a letter from the Earle of
Portland,” thewing that the King would willingly fee that kingdom in a
more fettled flate before he left it ; whereby he began to confider the
Earle henceforth preoccupied by Melvills and Tarbats information of mat-
ters, conceiving that the King as well as the Earle of Portland confidering
him as from his youth a ftranger to Scotland, befides that his profeffion
hitherto promifed no great ability in him concerning matters of ftate, and
would have no great regard to what he could alledge againft the reafons
of fuch an old politician as Tarbat, which certainly was a miftake ; for to a
man, who had been wreftling with difficulties in that kingdom already
nine months, as the General by the politick and double dealing of Tarbat
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and others of his principles there, needed not much cunning to difcover
that they governed themfelves neither by the intereft of Kings, country or
religion, but by their own, in all their aétings ; and tho the General be-
lieved Melvil a wellwither of their Majefties - government in general, ne-
verthelefs he difcovered him to be fo bent upon the making up of his fa-
mily in whom he would have lodged all the places of truft and profit of
the kingdom, which at laft he got effectuate, that he was ready to embrace
and promote all councels which he difcovered to tend to his own eftablifh-
ment, not examining how prejudicial they might prove to the general in-
tereft of King and kingdom, that not being fo much the fubje® of his con-
trivances as the other.

Tarbat in the mean time faw, that if by his counfel for adjourning the
Parliament matters fucceeded to the King’s fatisfaction in Scotland, Mel-
vil's credit, who was but his mouth, would be eftablithed, and by confe-
quence his own, with whom, as was faid, the King advifed what the fe-
cretary propofed ; and if, on the other hand, by an unpayd diforderly and
mutinous army, an opprefled people, difcontended nobility, for the moft
part a divided Parliament and Council, an unacceptable compofition of
Seffion to the moft part of the nation, whether abufively or upon good
grounds, I leave it there ; a church divided into two more irreconciliable
fadtions, tho both calling themfelves Proteftants, than Rome and Geneva,
fo much is that which the firft Reformers did fcarcely mention in their
writings preferred by the religious zealots of our days to the being and
well being of the whole Proteftant church, that rather than yield the leaft
in thofe indifferent matters they would give occafion to the ennemies of
the truth to overturn what God had wrought already beyond their ex-
peétations for the maintenance thereof, as well as of their laws and liber-
ties, yea of the liberty of all Europe, which mainly dependeth upon the
maintenance of this prefent government in Britain ; the Epifcopal govern-
ment being voted out, and their minifters (expeéting little brotherly deal-
ing from the refentment of the Prefbyterians, whom they had fo violently
perfecuted during the former reigns,) preached King James more than
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Christ as they had been accuftomed to take paffive obedience more than
the gofpel for their text; which is not to be underflood of all, there
being many minifters in the northern countries well principled and
affected to your Majeftys government, as the means whereof it had pleafed
God to make ufe for the defence of his truth against the defigns of France ;
and the Prefbyterians, impatient to fee their government eftablithed by
law, began to be very jealous of the court by the frequent adjournments
of Parliament. ' '

All thofe confiderations made the General look upon Scotfmen of
thofe times in general as void of zeal for their religion and natural affeétion,
feeing all men hunt after their particular advantages, and none minding
fincerely and felf denyedly the common good, which gave him a real
diftafte of the country and fervice; refolving from that time forward to
difengage himfelf out of it as foon as poffible he could get it done, and
that the fervice could allow of. ’

And to the end timely meafures thould be taken, wrote to the Earle of
Portland, wherein the failings of the paft campaign confifted, and the rea-
fon wherefor the troubles of that kingdom might not have been ended
that very year, and then gave him a detail of the methods how to amend
thofe failings in time to come. Upon which fubjeét he wrote feveral let-
ters to the faid Earle, after he had difcovered that his ftyle was not grate-
full to the defigns of Melvil, who never almoft anfwered any of his letters,
and if he happened to write never touched the particulars contained there-
in, but faid overly he had reprefented them to the King; whereof the
General, beginning to be jealous, applied himfelf to Portland, whom he
was {ure and found had no other defign in Scotland but the Kingsfervice,
tho happily he might be miftaken by crediting more fuch as had their own
defigns, at which they levelled in all their propofals for the government,
more than thofe who fought nothing but a fpeedy end of their diforders.
But whether by the multitude of other affairs, or being otherways per-
fuaded by Melvil and Tarbat, he could not know, but fo it is that he got
as little return from Portland as from Melvil.
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Mean time he was vexed at the heart to fee that the King, upon the
account of the difference about the Lords of Seffion, efpecially the Prefi-
dent Stairs, at whom the chief clubbers feemed to level moft, thould
venture a rupture with the Parliament which {o lately had teftified fo much
zeal for his fervice and intereft, particularly upon the fubject of preroga-
tive, it being unfeafonable to difpute that point before the government
was well fettled upon its bafis ; and therefor judged that the good opinion
of the people was of {o much more import to his Majefty in the infancy
of his reign than the prerogative-in queftion, which certainly fignified
nothing to a prince, who had no defign differing from the intereft and
happinefs of his fubjects, which confifteth much .in the due and impartial
adminiftration of juftice ; being of opinion that difputes of that nature fo
early broached would create ill grounded jealoufies in the heart of the
fubjeé, fo as from beginnings to form unjuft confequences for the reft of
that reign, which is more ufual than equitable for men to do.

Thefe and the like confiderations made him write freely to the Earle of
Melvil upon the fubject, particularly in anfwer to one of the faid Earles,
wherein he lamented as if all lay at ftake again. To which the General
replied, among other particulars, that his opinion was always that the
King fhould part with what was pretended by the country party, as it was
termed, rather than venture a divifion with his people in a time when his
ennemys could not fail of profiting notably thereby to the making of a
confiderable diverfion of his Majeftys forces and money, which might be
employed more ufefully to further his greater defigns elfewhere; alledging
to his Lordfhip the councel of Solomon’s old councellors to his fon. in the
beginning of his reign, viz. to be the fervant of his people for that day
only, and that they would be his fervants for ever thereafter; and that
therefor the Kings fervice was not to put the prefervation of particular
perfons, how great and deferved efteem foever he might have for them, in
the ballance with the peace of the kingdom, to which the jealoufies raifed
betwixt the King and his Parliament, whereof the matter of the Seffion
was pretended the fubje®, feemed to be the only obftacle. For ’tis as
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clear as the fun, that after Dundee’s death, when the Highlanders and
others who had joined and favoured faw that they could make nothing of
their advantage, which they could not fo readily expeét in future rencoun-
ters when the forces fhould be brought under better difcipline ; I fay, fee-
ing how little they could make of it, there is no quefton but they had giv-
en it over from that time forth, if the devifions of the government had not
encouraged its ennemies without and within the kingdom to fet new de-
figns on.foot; whereof the General wrote very plainly to the Earle of
Portland, finding how little notice was taken of what he propofed before ;
giving him to underftand that his continuation in the command of the
forces in Scotland could not but prove prejudicial to the Kings fervice, be-
caufe his fecretary and others of his faction were his ennemies, and hav-
ing more credit than he with the King would labour to be revenged of
him, to make the fervice fail in his hands ; and therefor if the King did not
judge him capabl'e to give his Majefty folid information of matters, and
propofe right methods to eftablith his authority in that kingdom, it were
the intereft of his fervice as well as the Generals defire to be removed out
of that command, being unwilling to hazard his reputation, tho obfcure in
the world, where he had fo little profpeét of advancing the fervice, fo long
as thofe who could be moft helpfull to him proved his greateft obftacles.
With fuch expreflions were writ two letters to the Earle of Portland much
about the time the King fent him to Holland, which, by reafon of his ab-
fence, Melvil carried to the King, who happily not being fo well informed
of the fubject of the Generals difpleafure before, wrote to him in anfwer
to thofe two letters to Portland, defiring to know what methods he
would propofe for the timely fubduing of the Highlanders; his Majefty
being alfo of opinion that the fooner the General fthould endeavour it the
better, that he might make ufe of fome of thofe forces for the expedition
of Ireland.

Whereupon he prepared and fent to the King propofals for the way to
bridle fo the Highland rebels before the beginning of May, that his Ma-
Jefty might leave Scotland in great fecurity at his paffage into Ireland with no
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confiderable expenfes. He defired three frigats of 30 piece of cannon each
or thereabout, with money or order to the government to furnith 10 or 12
fhips of burden, with fome three or 4 dozen big boats, 3000 firelocks, the
forces being ill armed, and picks not ufefull in thofe Highland wars, 400
chevaux de frife, with money to furnifth two months provifions for betwixt
3 and 4000 foot, and 2000 fpades, thovels and. pickaxes, with which he
propofed to march toward the latter end of March through the county of
Argyle to a place called Dunftaffnage, the duelling place of the antient
Kings of the Scots, before they had chaffed the Piéts out of Scotland, fitu-
ated in the opening of the bay, which goes up to Innerlochy, where he
defigned to build a fort for a garrifon of 10 or 1200 men, capable to bridle
thofe rebels, and oppofite to the Ifle of Mull : at which place, where there
is a very fecure haven, he was to appoint the men of war, with the fhips
of burden and boats with the provifions, materials for working the ground,
pallifades, chevaux de frife, with the further neceffaries to attend him
where he was to embark his foot upon the fhips and boats, and fo under
favour of his cannon from the men of war, and with the help of 400
chevaux de frife he queftioned not to force his landing at the very
place, where he defigned the fort according to the defcription he had of it
from Ingeneers who had been there, tho the ennemy fhould oppofe it
with all the force they could make.

This method he propofed upon the following reafons : 1st, That Scotland
might be fo quieted and the combined Highlanders bridled, that the King
might have no apprehenfion from that hand when he fhould pafs the fea into
Ireland ; it being naturally underftood that if ever his ennemys fhould
labour to overturn the government, it would be during his Majeftys abfence,
to which the early fubduing of the Highlanders would be a great obftacle,
for tho the Géheral did not imagine that they would prefently fubmitt
upon the placing of a garrifon at Innerlochy, he was neverthelefs fure that
it would keep them fo at home; if otherwife they would not fo expofe their
wives, children, cattle and houfes to the mercy of the garrifon, that they

thould not trouble the government much, as we have experimented fince
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theplacing thereof. And, 2ly, That he could not poffibly march into their
country by land before the month of June, by reafon of the bad ways, and
no fubfiftence for horfe in the field : before which time he confidered be-
fides that the Kings abfence would raife the courage of his ennemys to
undertake with the more hope of fuccefs fomething againft his government
in both kingdoms, where there was no difpofition to leave many forces ; that
the Highlanders, joyning fuch a party of horfe as was fecretly defigned
for them over all the kingdom, would come out fo formidable, and fepa-
rate his quarters, (which, for the defence of the plain country from fouth
to north, was neceffarily far diftant {from each other,) that in no place of
the kingdom he fhould be capable to make head to their forces, which, by
the general averfion men began to have for the government, would
quickly encreafe as a fnowball. With all which reafons, and feveral
others, the General accompanied and fortified his propofitions to his Ma-
jefty, begging a fpeedy refolution thereof, and prefent order to the coun-
cil for the timely preparations of the neceflary provifions of fubfiftence
and materials, according as the General fhould propofe. But by multi-
tude of his Majefty’s other affairs, or happily not judging thofe of Scot-
land of fo great importance, with the infinuations of others, who gave him
other notions of them, the General received no return to his propofitions
and frequent letters ; which made him so chagrin and impatient, that he
declared he would not continue a minute in that command, feeing plainly
nothing to be expected but the lofs of his reputation with the fervice
thereby, wherewith, as to the judgement of the vulgar, he was intrusted,
and would ly under the blame of its mifcarriages, tho’ in effect, it was
never {een that a man hath been imployed in a fervice of that importance
fo little trufted by his mafter, as he difcovered himfelf to be by the King ;
which could not but be very fenfible to him, confidering that his Majefty
thereby muft either queftion his fidelity or his judgement and capacity.
Neverthelefs, he overcame all at laft with patience, in the firm expectation
that God, (without whofe providence he had not been pitched upon for
that fervice, when he was fo very unfit for any by his great ficknefs, as
M
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was touched above, who overruleth the deftiny of the leaft of his crea-
tures, much more that of kingdoms, and in whofe prefence he ferved that
Proteftant intereft in uprightnefs and felf-denyed fincerity) would blefs
his endeavours, and overcome, by his providence, thofe difficulties
which he forefaw to his great difcouragement, had he not been fupported
by that hope.

In the month of January, 1690, the King fent down an order for
breaking three regiments of foot, viz. thofe of the Earle of Mar, with the
Lords Blantyre and Bargany, and twelve troops of horfe and dragoons,
notwithftanding the General had reprefented the neceflity of a confiderable
body of horfe and dragoons, without which it was impofiible to fecure the
authority of the government in the north, by reafon of the great extent
of our quarters, and the flow motion of foot to move to the afliftance of
their threatened neighbours’ quarters; whereas, the horfe and dragoons
(if the commanding officers of the quarters had good intelligence and cor-
refpondence with the garrifons which lay in houfes above them, toward
the border of the Highlands) being timely advertifed,- might aflift in body
either of the quarters, fo as to hinder the ennemy from rendering himself
mafler of it, tho’ not to rob fome of the inhabitants which lay neareft the
hills, by furprize and ftealth ; there being no convenience to lodge fufficient
numbers, and in fit places, to cover the country, and no appointment for
their fubfiftence, either in provifions, fire, covering, or any other necef-
faries, tho’ there had been more places to have lodged men fecurely from
infult and furprize of the ennemy ; in fo far, that the garrifons and quar-
ters we had, had been abandoned and deferted of the fouldiers, and the
ennemy become mafters of them, and happily of the better part of the
kingdom during that winter, while fuch as had credit with and accefs to
the King, minded only to maintain their own court againft fuch as could
render him every way better fervice; if the General, by pofitive orders,
had not enjoyned the officers commanding the feveral quarters and garri-
fons, to take fubfiftence for the men, and forage for their horfes, where it
was to be found, provided it were taken orderly by meafure and weight,
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and receipts given to the owners, to be thortened of {heir arrears when
they happened to be paid, tho’ fuch orders were directly contrary to the
ftanding laws : judging that of two evils the leaft is to be chofen, and that
no well conflitute Parliament would accufe an officer who broke not their
laws but for their own fafety, and fecurity of their fervice.

In the commiffion for modelling the army according to the plan fent
down from Court, the Earle of Leven, tho’ but a Colonel and a youth
without fervice, was not only joint with the General, but placed firft in
the commiffion ; which, tho’ it was a manifeft neglet and a token of his
Majefty’s miftruft of him, he neverthelefs diffembled his difpleafure, left *
by any fuch difputes the hands of the ennemys might be ftrenthened, and
the fervice hindered ; and therefor advifed the faid Earle and old Major
General Monro, whofe name was alfo put in the Commiffion, not to pro-
ceed to the faid modelling till the inconveniences thereof in the unpaid
flate of the army, with the danger of breaking the horfe and dragoons,
were firft reprefented by a letter, figned by all three, to the King ; and
becaufe the Earle of Portland fignified the King’s pleafure to be, that the
trooper’s horfes belonging to his Majefty fhould be kept in the country,
for which the King would allow tenpence the horfe dayly, he propofed
that the King, making the allowance but twopence more a horfe, might
keep thofe troops as they were in fervice, for the fecurity of the kingdom,
till the Parliament fhould meet. The neceflity of which meeting he had
taken the liberty to reprefent to the King himfelf, in thefe terms: that,
whatever men might perfwade his Majefty to the contrary, he could affure
him, that there was but one of two ways to maintain his Majefty’s autho-
rity in that kingdom, either by the way of Parliament, or that of a well
paid army, capable to fubdue and keep it in awe in fpite of all the con-
tending factions ; and that whofoever reprefented otherwife to his Majef-
ty might fee to it ; as for him, he difcharged his own confcience in the
fincere advertifement which he had given of matters from time to time.
Upon the letter advertifing the King of the inconvenience which might
occur to his fervice by the cathiering of the horfe and dragoons, it was
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left to them to licentiate or keep them, if the treafury could furnith where-
withall ; but the three foot regiments were broke, whereby the fervice
loft nothing, becaufe a regiment for Colonel Cunninghame was formed
of them, and a company added to every one of the other fix; and the
treafury granted for fubfiftence only to a troop of horfe about 70 lib., one
of dragoons odds of 50 lib., and a company of foot 20 lib. fterling, which
ferved only to fatiffy a little of the fouldiery, but not to make them
fubfift, nor that with fo little pay they could live without troubling the in-
habitants.

The General finding the feafon advancing apace, and no regard had,
fo far as he could judge, of his propofitions, moved in council to write a
letter to the King, concerning the three frigates, which he defired, and
that the Council fhould recommend to the Lord Secretary to prefs the
difpatch of them, as alfo of the other particulars above mentioned ; which
had fo much effect, that the King ordered the fending of the frigates, as
likewife, 500 firelocks, 200 chevaux de frife, with fome ammunition, and
1500 fpades, fhovels, and pickaxes ; and finding that the provifions and
other neceffaries, could not be had timely enough for the execution of his
defign of Innerlochy in the fore-mentioned method, and the King fending
no money down for the requifite preparations thereto; and confidering,
that whatfoever was propofed in council, they fhould depute a quorum of
their number, to whom he might give the opening of the way he defigned
to proceed for the reduétion of the Highlands. Which being ordered, he
told them, that if their country were not fpeedily fettled in peace it
thould not be found his fault. And fo, having made a full relation of all his
propofitions to the King, about two months before, affured them that he
would not fpare his perfon, pains, and all the endeavours he fhould be
found capable of, to bring their troubles to a fpeedy end ; whereto he
prayed them to contribute their part as having more intereft therein than
he, who fought none in Scotland but the public; adding, that the time
being paft for the enterprize of Innerlochy by water, he was, upon good
grounds, afraid that the’ennemy would be fo foon abroad, and find fuch
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a ready difpofition in the moft part of the kingdom, particularly the
northern parts thereof, to joyn with them, as might endanger the govern-
ment, confidering the diftance and extent of quarters ; becaufe, that if the
rebels, as he was fure they would, prevent us in the fields, they would
feparate our quarters, fo that we could get no confiderable body of our
forces any where together to oppofe them. To prevent fuch dangers,
fince they muft needs (faid he,) leave the forces fo lodged as they then
were, till they could be in readinefs to put to the field, except they re-
folved to make the ennemy mafter of a great part of the kingdom, he
propofed for the next beft remedy, to make a detachment of 600 chofen
men to embark upon three or four fhips of burden, with provifions for
three months, to be fent upon the ennemy’s coaft, moft of them being
Iflanders, or dwelling upon the north-weft coafts of the kingdom; and
with them to fend the {pades, thovels, and pickaxes, with the pallifades,
all to be ready againit the arrival of the frigates, whereof, by a letter from
the Lord Secretary, the Council was aflured with the firft fair wind. By
which method he propofed to give the combined Highlanders such a di-
verfion and jealousy upon their coafts, that they thould not much trouble
the low country, nor be able to come out formidable enough to give us
much trouble till he could be ready to put to the field. For which, faid
he, there would be neceflary a confiderable quantity of meal, as well for
the forces during their being in Lochaber, as to leave the garrifon of the
fort which was to be built provided for fome months; as alfo planks and
other wood, for houfes or lodges for the garrifon, with fhips to carry all
thither ; for all which 5 or 600 lib. fterling would go a great lenth.
And the news being come of one of the frigates being caft away, he pro-
pofed to the Committee to hire a little frigate of about 20 guns, newly
built at Glafgow. To all thofe particulars was oppofed the impoffibility
of getting the money, one of the Lords of the Treafury there prefent af-
furing them, that all they could engage for might be the provifions of the
600 men which were propofed for a diverfion; fo that it was refolved the
Committee (hould write to the King, giving his Majefty an account of the
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General’s propofitions, which they judged might be very effectual ; as alfo
of the emptinefs of their coffers, praying his Majefty to order 4 or 5000
lib. to begin the preparations, becaufe they were not well able to difpatch
the firft detachment of 600 men; which, if the General had not got the
Provoft and town of Glafgow engaged to undertake the furnithing of the
faid 600 men, it had not been done by a month fo foon as it was,
whereby the whole defigned advantage of it had been loft.

The General had, toward the beginning of January, commanded Sir
Thomas Livingfton, (who lay at Aberdeen fince the month of Auguft that
he had called him to his affiftance) with his regiment to the north, be-
caufe he knew more of the country and the nature of the people, with
their inclinations, than any other he had to fend ; befides, that his regi-
ment was in reputation by the ennemy ; to whom he gave very fpecial in-
ftructions, according to the idea which he formed of the ennemy’s defigns,
as well as the difpofitions they were like to meet with in the neighbouring
countries, in cafe they drew to the field to prevent our forces. Which
inftructions the General renewed or altered according as the face of
things changed from time to time, and as he received intelligence from
Sir Thomas, as well as out of Lochaber, from among the ennemy, whence
he had his weekly accounts, or oftner.

In the beginning of March the Danith horfe, according to the King’s
refolution to have them tranfported from the weft of Scotland to Ireland,
becaufe of the fhortnefs of the paflage, began to approach Edin-
burgh, which obliged the General to make a turn thither, to fee the
firlt regiment of them imbarked and fent away; becaufe thefe people
being behind in their pay, and having no other motive to the fervice
than their own private intereft, as all auxiliary forces are ordinarly dif-
pofed, grumbled ; therefor, he was willing to fee the firft of them plea-
fantly difpatched, to which he thought his prefence might contribute to
ferve for an example for the following two, who would not venture
readily to fthow lefs zeal for the fervice than the firft, an example being
often of ufe in thofe cafes. At the fame time, he engaged the city of
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Glafgow to hire fhips, and make the neceffary provifions for the fpeedy
difpatch of the 600 men, which he defigned for the ennemy’s coaft, to
make diverfion, under the command of Major Fergufon, a refolute well-
affected officer, to whofe difcretion and diligence he trufted much. He
engaged the magiftrates of the faid city alfo to furnifh and fend away
with the detachment, 5000 pallifades, with 500 fpades, thovels, and pick-
axes, to make up 2000 in all with the 1500 fent down from England,
which he had ordered to Glafgow, to be fent away with the party ; know-
ing, that if thofe things were left to the care of the government (whofe it
ought to have been, the General having neither money or credit to fur-
nith them) he had certainly been difappointed at the time they fhould be
made ufe of, as he had been, the firft year of this war, of all things ne-
ceflary to further the fervice, whereby, tho’ he had learned the way, yet
did the means fail him to provide againft the like difappointments for his
enfuing campaign, the Court never anfwering the leaft word upon his re-
iterate reprefentations, tho’ he painted forth the inconveniences which the
negleét of the Scots affairs might probably bring upon the government,
particularly during his Majefty’s intended abfence in Ireland in very free
terms, being willing that this free and hard language might have one of
two effefts, either that the fervice might be the better provided for, or
himfelf removed out of that command ; tho’ he defired the former rather,
becaufe that he was fenfible that another of much more capacity and
knowledge of the war could not comprehend that fort of fervice, nor
execute the defigns which he bad formed and judged to be the only way
to difembarafs the government of that barbarous ennemy as he himfelf;
which befides that he had already been a twelvemonth engaged againft
them, being an Highlander himfelf by birth, and of one of the reputedeft
families for a number of good refolute men among them, and which for-
merly had fpecial correfpondence and good underflanding with all the
Highlanders at this time in rebellion : he had better ways to know their
numbers, interefts, and inclinations, and fo more able to take fure mea-
fures than others, For in the war we muft be informed of the circum-



88 MEMOIRS OF THE SCOTS WAR 1690.

ftances of our ennemies, otherwife we fhall never enterprize any thing
but in incertitude, (I fpeake as to humane appearances) and, confequently
with apprehenfion and fear of the iffue, which makes men lyable to change
meafures upon fuch reports as often the ennemy are authors of, to render
our undertakings by fuch precautions as our ignorance of the ennemy’s
ftate doth neceflarily occasion, flow and uncertain, whereby time and op-
portunity is loft. But tho’ the General bad but little or no allowance
fo rcontingencies, he was fo well inftructed of the ennemy’s circumftances,
that he was humanly fure of his defign, if fuch as had all the truft of that
kingdom had not defignedly oppofed him, which, tho’ he was put to great
difficulties and fome incertitude, yet pleafed it God’s Providence to crown
his upright defign and pains againft the ennemies of His truth, in fpite of
his ennemies, who laboured to make it fail in his hand, their malice blind-
ing their judgement, fo that they could not difcover that his difappoint-
ment could not but bring prejudice to their Majefties fervice, to which the
General believed they withed well on the main, tho’ they would have it
done by other hands and ways than his. And fince we are upon the
{fubjeét of thofe differences, let us fay a word of the occafion of them as
the General had often and publickly enough declared.

The firft occafion of the mifunderftanding betwixt the Lord Secretary
and him feemed to have been upon the {ubjeét of Tarbat, as was touched
above, who being coufin-german to Melvill, he was highly concerned for
him, befides that being but a weak, timorous fort of man himfelf as to
government, wherein he had never been exercifed before, tho’ very cun-
ning in driving on his own private defigns, and called to fuch an eminent
poft as to be fecretary of a kingdom to which the King was fo neceffarily
a ftranger, he had need of the advice of fuch an able flatefman as happily
any is in Europe; fo far as he hath been employed, in propofing and
refolving matters with the King, and putting him upon true methods for
the government of that kingdom ; 2dly, as he had got moft of all places
of truft as to the civil government to depend upon him, being in the hands
of his children, relations, or creatures, he defigned likewife to have the
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_ chief command of the army to his fon Levin, tho but an unexperimented
young man, as void of direétion, as uncapable to follow that of others;
whereto they judged that to make the fervice fail in the General’s hands,
or to have the kingdom fecured by other ways than that which he pro-
pofed would be the likelieft way to attain : befides, that Melvil now being
chofen the King’s commiffioner for the enfuing feflion of Parliament, in
whofe hands he was to leave the whole truft of Scotland, was defirous
the fettlement of the nation fhould be effettuated fo as he fhould have
the honour of it, as one of the good effefts of his government, which
might tend to the better eftablithment of his favour and credit by the
King, wherein his politicks certainly were limited, having nothing of a
publick fpirit. Tarbatlaying hold upon thofe inclinations of the Secretary,
as the General upon good ground fufpected, . . . . .

Here ended thefe Memoires.

What follows was found among the reft of the Lieutenant-Generals papers,
beirig the notes he had written in Scotland, and of which he wrote the
foregoing Memoirs.

Tarbat having eafily difcovered the paffion of Melvill to have the chief
command of the forces in Scotland in his fon, Levin’s hands, did not fail
to entertain him in the notion of it upon feveral accounts. 1ft, Being the
General’s ennemy, he was glad to find occafion to do him prejudice, and
therefor perfuaded Melvill, as the faid General fufpeéted, upon apparent
grounds, that, to make way for his fons advancement, the fettlement of
the Highlands muft be accomplithed another way than the General pro-
pofed ; which at the fame time would add a merit to his miniftry in Scot-
land, whereby his credit would be raifed and well eftablithed by the King,
who, conceiving well the prejudice and hindrance his more important
affairs might receive from the diforders of that kingdom, condefcended
willingly that the Highland rebels fhould be bought off with confiderable

N
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diftribution of money, according to their different circumflances, among
them ; for which treaty Melvill had full power from the King. But the
queftion was, who fhould be intrufted with the negotiation thereof. At
firft the Earle of Breadalbin came in confideration, but he would have
5000 lib. for himfelf, which Melvill, who loved to profit of thofe occa-
fions as much as any elfe, thought too much; wherefor he obtained an
order from the King to one Hill, who had commanded in Cromwell’s
time in the Highlands, to repair to Edinburgh, and there to follow fuch
directions as he thould receive from his commiffioner, meaning Melvill,
who, about this time, came from the King to Scotland to reprefent his
Majefty in the enfuing feflion of Parliament ; to the end that Hill, being
acquaint with all the Highlanders engaged in the Rebellion, and efteemed
of them, might be employed to treat with them, touching their laying
down of arms upon the receipt of fuch fums of moneys he and they thould
contraét for. Which defigns were a carrying on without the leaft com-
munication with, or advice of the General, by Melvill, puthed earneftly
upon the account forefaid of his own as well as families eftablifbment in
all places of truft, either civil or military, for the compafling whereof all
obftacles be removed, by reprefenting fome diflaffected and dangerous,
and others incapable.

Tarbat, befides his hatred to the General, had two views in the matter :
the one, that if King James’s party happened to prevail, he could, by un-
denyable teftimonies, prove that he was the author of the counfel, which
hindred all endeavours for the reduétion of the Highlands under their
Majefty’s government, and if the Highlanders happened to be fatiffied
with the offers, he made his court with the King and his firft minifter of
ftate, and only truftee for the affairs of that Kingdom.

Argyle’s claims upon moft of thofe Highland chiefs eftates feemed to
be the great obftacle in the matter, as indeed it had been the occafion of
their taking arms as well as their opiniatrity in their rebellion, confider-
ing that the faid Earle had countenanced his Majefty’s enterprize by
accompanying him out of Holland, being befides a perfon of confiderable
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command of men, and was not to be difobliged, without which they im-
agined they could not have been fecured; tho we have reafon to be-
lieve, that lefs money than was propofed to be diftributed among the
Highland chiefs might have bought off the faid Earle’s pretentions, which
of the two had been the likelieft way to prove effeétual.

The General, having given order for the provifions for the detachments
with the frigates, and fhipped for Ireland Colonel Joel’s regiment of
Danifh horfe, came to Edinburgh, where he found the Earle of Melvill
newly come down commiffioner to the Parliament, to whom, tho’ he had
been advertifed of his defigns againft him, he gave account of the ftate of
affairs as to the war, of his defigns and the lenth he had difpofed things
for the execution of .them, propofing in council, that a Commiffary Gene-
ral of the provifions thould be named to make ftores in time, and without
delay, that the fervice for want of them fhould not be difappointed, as it
had more than once fallen out the year before : whereby he was taught the
neceffary precaution for the prefent, if he had wherewithall to fupply them.

The council out of deference for the Commiflioner leaving to him to
name a fit man for that important employe, the General made dayly
applications here ; but, notwithftanding he urged many undenyable argu-
ments for a {peedy refolution, as that the ennemies of the Government
would be encouraged by the King’s abfence and the finall number of
forces to be left in the Ifle of Brittain to trouble his Government, if timely
meafures were not taken to fecure the Highlands by a great garrifon at
Innerlochy ; that there muft be aéted by land in concert with the detach-
ment by fea to aftonifh the ennemies the more; that the proper feafon for
fuch an enterprize, which doth not laft long in the Highlands, where the
rains, rendring the ways as well as the works impraéticable, begin early
among thofe mountains, muft be managed and not let pafs without doing
any thing ; notwithftanding, I fay, thofe and the like reafons, and the
General’s letters to the Earle of Portland complaining of the Commiffion-
ers methods, with aflurance there were no effeGtual meafures to force
thofe people to obedience, but by garrifons, he kept the matter in fuf-
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pence five or fix weeks, and at laft inflead of a well affeéted, generous,
capable perfon, and a man of credit, who toward the latter end of the
former campaign had atted as Commiffary of the provifions, he placed
a man there, who knew nothing of it, and depended abfolutely on his
own orders.

Neverthelefs the General, who had no defign in Scotland but to con-
tribute to its peace and then to quite it, winked at thofe defigns, the more
becaufe he difcovered his letters to Court met with very little credit, the
King as well as Portland being preoccupied by the falfe notion, which
Melvill and Tarbat had given them of the matters of the Highlands, withal
being perfwaded that labouring for a power independent of Melvill, to
whom the King left the entire truft of the kingdom, he would loofe his
pains, the feafon, and confequently the fervice ; wherefor he gave orders
for the neceflary provifions of bread, materials for the garrifon, and tranf-
port fhips to come all about before the forces would march further, and
put 4000 lib : which the King had fent him to help forward the expedi-
tion in the hands of the faid Commiffary, Melvill’s creature, to avoid fuf
picion of his putting of any part of it to his own ufe.

At this time, much about the midle of April 1690, the club joyn'd in
Parliament with the Jacobites, thinking by that means to overvote that
which was called the Court party, and feverals of them eflayed to debauch
Major Fergufon, after it had been publick the General had appointed him
to command the detachment of land forces along with the frigates; to whom
-the faid Major, who is a vigorous and well affe¢ted man, difcovered all
their propofals, not filencing a letter from a very near relation of his own
to the fame purpofe; whereby the General gave prefent notice to the
Commiffioner and thereafter to the King.

Mean time Fergufon being kept up, the matter of five weeks, waiting
for his provifions, the General communicated to feveral perfons the defign
of that detachment, giving the party out for more in number than it was,
that the ennemy might be advertifed of it, whereby they thould be hindred
from giving any confiderable numbers of men to Buchan and Canon, who
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preft them fore to take the field ; which took the projeéted effeét, for in-
ftead of 4 or 5000 they might have made up among them, I mean fuch as
were of Lochaber with their neighbours and the adjacent iflanders who
had combined from the beginning, they had made only a levy of 7 or 800
men, and fent them out with the faid Buchan, whom King James had fent
the fame winter to command for him in Scotland, who together with
Canon took the field with the faid number much about the 20th of April ;
while the grofs of the rebells, particularly fuch as dwelt near the fea with
the inhabitants of the ifles ftaid at home to guard their country againft the
frigates, with Fergufon’s detachment, at the very noife whereof they were
very much terrified. .

The General being informed of Buchan’s taking the field, ordered Liv-
ingfton, who commanded three regiments of foot, his own of dragoons,
and {fome troops of horfe at and about Ifmernefs, to obferve them, and
labour, by a detachment of the beft of his men, to get a catch of them, or
at leaft to hinder the grouth of their number ; but having got notice of
them, and made two feveral marches towards the place where he was ad-
vertifed they were, he found great difficulty to get his horfe and dragoons
fubfifted in forrage, as well as his foot in vi€tuals, and fo was forced, by
the ennemy’s retreat to the hills, to retire alfo to Innernefs. At laft, be-
ing informed that many even of fuch as were hitherto in our party, at
leaft by outward appearance, would joyn them if they were not oppofed
fpeedily, he detached an exprefs to the General, to advertife him of their
progrefs, and the difpofition of the greateft part of the northern countries
to joyn them ; and with his own regiment, about 300 men, 400 of Leflie’s,
a company of 100 brilk Highlanders of Lord Rae’s men, which the Ge-
neral had taken into the fervice a twelvmonth before, fix companies of
Grant’s regiment, making about 800 men, and two troops of horfe, in all
about 1200 choife men, he marched eight miles from Innernefs, upon the
way toward the place where he had advertifement the ennemy lay, to wait
further intelligence, and to joyn the {aid detachment from their particular
quarters. .
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Upon Livingfton’s exprefs the General ordered 3000 men, which lay
at Stirling, Dundee, Glafgow and other places, to draw together to St.
Johnftoun at the entry of the country of Athole, both to be ready to move
with them, if the north countries fhould begin to get to arms upon that
{imall appearance of Buchan and Canon, and to keep the more fouthern
Highlands at home, for fear that body fhould fall into their country and
deftroy them, being refolved, without neceflity, not to ftir from that poft
till things were in readinefs to march into Lochaber, and the thips with the
provifions and the materials, were fent about, leaft the forces, there being
no provifions ready yet, thould be fpoyled for the main defign ; and or-
dered Lieutenant Colonel Buchan, brother to him that commanded the
ennemy’s party for King James, with a battalion of Colonel Ramfay’s
regiment, the regiment of Angus, and five troops of horfe and dragoons
which lay at Aberdeen and in the county of that name, to march upon
Livingfton’s orders, who, by his inftruétions, was ordered to call the
forces out of the next quarters to his afliftance upon occafion.

Livingfton, mean time, being camped within eight miles of Strathfpey,
belonging to the Laird of Grant, who was in the King’s intereft, and Co-
lonel and Privy Counfellor in his fervice, got advertifement from a Cap-
tain of the faid Grant’s regiment, who had his company in a caftle near
where the ennemy lay, that they were come down out of Badenoch to the
forefaid country of Strathfpey, marched out of his quarter in the after-
noon, and continued his march till within two miles of the caftle from
whence he had the intelligence ; where, finding his men weary, a difficult
pafs betwixt him and the caftle, and it being already very dark and well
advanced in the night, he would gladly have camped ; but not finding a
convenient place, and by the perfwafion of an officer which undertook to
guide him through the pafs, he puthed forward, not knowing as then the
very place where the ennemy lay, but that the night before they were in
that country, according to the intelligence he had had from the fore-men-
tioned Captain; whereby we may clearly difcover the overruling provi-
dence of God in the dire&ions of things here below. For if Livingfton
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had known the Highlanders had been camped within a mile and a half
on the other fide of that pafs, not being very confident of the people of
that country, tho’ feemingly of our intereft, he had never ventured to
pafs it in the night ; nor had the ennemies, if they had fufpeéted in the
leaft fuch a march, come from the place whence he had the laft news of
them, where he could have done them no harm, to camp upon a plain
a great mile and a half from any ftrong ground, juft as if they had been
led thither by the hand, as an ox to the flaughter.

The Captain who kept the caftle having been advertifed of Livingfton’s
fo near approach, locked the gates of the faid caftle, permitting none of
all the gentlemen of the country which came into him to avoid the enne-
my, to go out again, leaft Buchan thould be advertifed of our forces ap-
proach. Livingfton being arrived the lenth of the caftle about two of
the clock in the morning upon the firft day of May, was by the faid Cap-
tain advertifed of the ennemy’s poft which he fhewed him by the fires,
offering to be his guide thither himfelf. Who having called the officers
of his party together, fent them each to his detachment to propofe the
attack of the ennemy to them, in cafe they found themfelves capable
enough to undergo that little fatigue more, for he knew them to be very
weary ; to which they anfwered, they were very ready to undergo that
and more to be at them, and that none of them fhould forfake him. Hav-
ing then given them an half hour to refrefh both men and horfe, he
marched down by a covered way to the river, where there was a foord
guarded by 100 men of the ennemy, whither he made a detachment of
foot with fome few dragoons to amufe them, and marched his grofs to
another foord below that a quarter of a mile, according as Captain Grant
guided him, and having paft his Highland company before him, he fol-
lowed with 3 troops of dragoons, and a troop of horfe ; and by that time
he was out of the river, feeing the ennemy take the alarm as moving
confufedly as irrefolute men, he fent orders to the reft of his regiment,
which was after his foot, with the other troop of horfe, to joyn; and
puthing betwixt the Highlanders and the hills with what he had, paft at
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the gallop, wherein the Highland company outrun his horfe and got the
hill of them, who, feeing him fo weak, refolved to fland; but upon the
fight of the reft of his party, which was following with all the fgeed they
could make, they began to run for it; and Livingfton with his major, a
brifk young gentleman, mixt with them, killing and making prifoners
about 400 ; and few would have efcaped them, had not a fudden fogg
favoured the ennemy’s flight, and obliged him to caufe beat a retreat.
He loft 7 or 8 horfes, but no men in that furprize : the news whereof
did very much good to the King’s affairs both in Scotland and England,
by abating the confidence of their Majefties ennemies in both Parliaments.
So little a matter falling out feafonably can give a turn to affairs of the
higheft importance, whereby at the fame time we can fee what influence
the ftate of affairs in Scotland hath upon thofe of England: For this
little advantage helped not a little to difpofe things favourably for their
Majefty’s fervice at Weftminfter as well as at Edinburgh, which we may
clearly fee by what hath been faid above, as well as by the favourable
effeéts following upon it, to be the direétion of God’s providence, which,
tho’ it interpofe in all the aétions of the creatures, is as to our conceptions
neverthelefs more vifible in fome things than others. For to this con-
curred that Livingfton had no intelligence of the ennemy’s being fo very
near the pafs ; that when he was taken by the night, he could get no place
to camp in ; that an officer engaged to lead him by a pretty good way
through the pafs, where being engaged and finding it fo ill, was offended
with his too officious guide ; that the captain of the caftle, who had never
ferved but fome months, fell upon fuch a difcreet method to keep the
march of Livingfton undifcovered, and that Buchan, {o far contrar to the
ufual method of the Highlanders, came the fame night out of a fecure
ground, where Livingfton could not get any advantage of him, to a place
where he lay. fo expofed and within diftance of his ennemy, notwithftand-
ing that he knew there were odds of 2400 horfe, foot and dragoons
within a days march of him: which by the way fhows that none can
readily carry on a defign in any ground without it be well known to
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them, no more than they can well fecure themfelves from the defigns
of their ennemy’s ; and that without intelligence it is a rare matter to
advance any thing in our trade; for tho’ Sir Thomas Livingfton did
all what could be expeéted of a diligent carefull officer, the captain
of the caftle, altogether a novice, feemed to have had the greateft fhare
in-this favourable fuccefs: as is reported of a general, who of late had
engaged himfelf in a ground with a great army, where he had perithed,
knowing no way to difengage himfelf, if a poor country woman had not
difcovered a paflage to him, for the two ways known to him were
poffeffed by the ennemy and well guarded, and if they had not been
ignorant of the third as well as he, he had ftarved with his army, and
been ruined without fighting.

-

The Heads of the Progrefs of the War againft the Rebels in the Year
1690, in Scotland.

Six hundred men were ordered about to the rebels coafts under Major
- Fergufon, but did not fail from Greenock till the 15th of May ; never-
thelefs; the very expectation of them hindred the rebels from coming in
any confiderable number out of their country with Buchan and Canon.
The 1ft of May Sir Thomas Livingfton being informed, that Buchan and
Canon were come out of Lochhaber to the neighbourhood of Innernefs,
went out with his dragoons and fome horfe and foot, to the number of
1200, and furprized much about the fame number of the rebels in Strath-
fpey, killing, and making prifoners about 400, and fcattering the reft,
which hindred all further undertaking of theirs, till the forces marched
into Lochaber. .
A fortnight before that furprize, I ordered a body of fome horfe an
foot to Perth to be ready to march to the ennemy, in cafe he fhould feem
to ingrofs his number ; with much wreftling and difpute with the Com-

miffioner, who laboured all he could to hinder the expedition of Lochaber
o



98 MEMOIRS OF THE S8COTS WAR 1690.

I obtained the King’s liberty, by an exprefs I fent to meet him at
Chefter, to march into Lochaber, and fent orders to Fergufon to meet me
with his detachment at Innerlochy, together with the fhips of provifions
which were fent about to him.

The 18th of June, notwithftanding the Commiffioner gave me a gene-
ral account of dangerous plots againft the government both in England
and Scotland, judging it would be the readieft way to fecure us from the
Highlanders, which I confidered as the moft dangerous ennemy we could
expet, I marched from S'. Johnftoun with about 8000 horfe and foot ;
and having made a motion towards the fhorteft way to Badenoch, to
alarm the ennemy, as if I intended that way, I turned to the right, be-
caufe the other way would lead me within a fhort day’s march of the
ennemy, with whom in that country, full of defiles and difficult pafles, I
had not a mind to venture in a&ion, till I had joyned the forces from the
north under Livingfton ; it being a maxim in our trade, without neceflity to
put nothing to an apparent hazard, when the fuccefs is of great importance.

The 26th of June, having joined Livingfton in Strathfpey, I marched.
up to Badenoch ; after a day’s reft to the forces, to the place of jun&ion.

The firft of July, having made a feint by four troops of horfe and dra-
goons towards a ftrait pafs where the ennemy expeéted me, as judging I
could enter their country no other way, after due information I changed
fuddenly my march to the left, having before ordered the officer com-
manding the forefaid four troops, to retire after fuch an halt as he could
judge fufficient for the countryganen which were ill affected to fend intel-
ligence to the ennemy of my approach that way towards them, to retire
and joyn my rear guard ; and through mountains and boggy ways entered
Lochaber by Glenfpean, wher no body expeéted me that night.

And on the 8d, arrived at Innerlochy, where the fituation of the old
fort did not pleafe me, being commanded from a near hill, but could not
change it, there being none elfe fo fit.

The 5th I began to work at the Fort, and in 11 days got it at its full
height, the matter of 20 foot from the bottom of the foflee, pallifaded
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round, with a chemin couvert and glacis, a perfet defence againft all
attempts of fuch an ennemy.

About the 17th ditto, when I had given order for the march of a party,
to the Ifle of Mull, and fhipped their provifions, letters came from the
council giving an account of the difafter of tlre fleets, and of the appre-
henfion of a landing in England and Scotland, and defiring me to repair
with all {fpeed fouth with the forces ; upon which I countermanded the
party for Mull, willing to march as formidable as I could fouth, not
knowing what occafion the Queen might have of fuccours in England.

I marched the 18th away, leaving 1000 men in garrifon in the new
built fort, with 2000 bolls of meal, 30 hogtheads of acquavite, 500 pound
fterling in money, and 60 fat cows, and making each fouldier carry 8 days
provifions of meal, the baggage horfes having been taken, loft, and
deferted to a very few.

I arrived the 20th by ealy marches in Badenoch. The 21ft, leaving
the army camped to reft a day, I went with a party of 140 horfe
and dragoons to Ruthen Caftle which the rebels had burnt the year
before, and having confidered an old fquare wall within which the
garrifon could camp fecurely from furprize or infult, I left the High-
land company of Lord Rae’s men within it, with tents to lodge them till
they fhould have fhelters made, and ordered the commander how he
thould pallifade it about with a breaft work. From thence I marched
the 22d towards Athole the thorteft way, and arrived at Perth the 26th,
where having got notice that Buchan and Canon had got fome 200 horfe
together, I ordered the forces from Stirling to march ftraight to them,
while 1 waited for fome bifket from Dunde to march with a detachment
of the forces to labour to intercept them, but they were gone before thofe
pofted at Stirling went out, and paft through the heights of Athole to
Braemar, fo that I could not overtake them, in two days that I marched
after them, after I had fent the forces to a quarter of refrething, except
about 1000, with which I followed them.

But the 3d day, feeing I could not overtake them, and not being pro-
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vided for a longer march, I returned to Stirling, from whence I difpatch-
ed three troops of Cardroffe’s dragoons and one of horfe, to fortify the
Mafter of Forbes who had two of horfe and two of dragoons for the guard
of Aberdeen-fhire, judging thefe eight troops fufficient for any thing which
thould joyn the ennemy upon his appearance in that country, while mean
time, I laid the Lochaber army in quarters to be refrefhed till I had cer-
tain news how matters went in England, for which I wrote feveral letters
to the Earle of Marlborrough, whereof, if I had got {peedy anfwer, I could
have taken more timely meafures. About this time, Buchan and Canon
having got joined to their horfe fome 5 or 600 Highlanders under Inner-
rey, with which reinforcement they left 160 men to block up and ftarve a
garrifon of 70 men I had in Abergeldie, defchending with the reft down
the country to joyn fome gentlemen who favoured their party in the coun-
ties of Aberdeen, Banff and Merns.

Upon their defcent into the Low Country, Jackfon and the Mafter of
Forbes, oppofed them with 8 troops of horfe and dragoons, a fufficient force
againft any party the rebels had as then; but their approach to one an-
other, made them equally afraid of one another, {o that Buchan, to deceive
his ennemy, ranged his few foot very much at large, and mixed all his
baggage beafts and other horfes for which he had no men to mount them
in his ranks, which took the defigned effett ; for our men, aftonithed with
the imaginary number of the ennemy, retired from them, and afterwards
turned their pace to a gallop, for 16 miles till they got Aberdeen; whi-
ther the ennemy followed them being reinforced confiderably upon that
little appearance of advantage by the junction of feveral noblemen and
gentlemen, fo that the Magiftrates of Aberdeen not being well compofed,
our men were afraid the ennemy would force them, the toun lying alto-
gether open and without defence.

Upon the alarm of this diforder, I difpatched Colonel Cuningham in all
diligence, with his own regiment, 6 companies of Beveridge’s, 10 com-
panies of Kenmore’s, making but 300 men, and a troop of horfe with one
of dragoons to labour to get Jackfon joined ; but the ennemy having got
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betwixt them, and finding no appearance of a landing in England, (tho’
as yet I got no return from Marlborrough,) I difpatched north myfelf,
with Livingfton’s dragoons and 1400 foot of the three Dutch regiments
without the leaft baggage or provifions for the forces. By this time, the
ennemy leaving Aberdeen, marched fouthward, upon advertifement of my
motion, paft over the hills to the north, whither I followed them, tho’
hindred fome days to order and wait for provifions, and ordered the troops
under Jackfon where to joyn me. Being come to the river of Dee, I
left Cuningham with his detachment pofted at the Caftle of Aboyn to
cover the march of Jackfon, and marched with my party to Abergeldie,
to relieve, strenthen and provide that garrifon, and by the way, by a de-
tachment of 60 dragoons, under Major Mackay, defeat Innerey in the hills
with 200 good Highlanders, and burnt all the country about the garrifon,
becaufe they had blockt that houfe.

The next day I came down again, and having joined all the forces
which I had in the north, except what lay at Innernefs, and finding no
certain intelligence of the ennemy, I marched a day’s march more to the
north the lenth of Strathdone, where having got fome uncertain notice
that the ennemy moved towards the county of Murray, and threatned a
little country town called Elgin, leaving' the foot behind me for the more
difpatch, I made all the hafte poffible, and that the more bécaufe at the
fame time I found all the north in a defign to joyn them, ¢rdering the
foot, if I did not call for them in a day or two, to march to Aberdeen to
be fupplied with provifions, and becaufe the weather was bad. Mean
time having got certain intelligence of the ennemy’s march to the north,
and their expe&ation of the junétion of feveral thoufands, I marched
with all the diligence poffible, lofing no time, but what was abfolutély
neceffary to refrefh the horfes, and came within four hours march to them
before they had notice of me, which made them retire from before Inner-
nefs where they had defigned an attack, as foon as the Earle of Seaforth,
(who had gathered as his Highlanders together for that purpofe,) with
others of their party, fhould have joined them.
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Upon my unexpeéted approach, and Buchan’s fudden retreat, the
Earle of Seaforth was fo intimidated, that he fent two gentlemen of
his name to offer all the fecurity for his peaceable behaviour I could
defire; whom I returned with anfwer, that I could accept of none
but his perfon prifoner, which after much repugnancy, being threatened
with the prefent deftruétion of all his own and his friends intereft,
he condefcended to, defiring only the favour that I fhould fend out
a party by night to make the fathion of furprifing him, to which I
condefcended, fending out fo formidably, as he could do them no harm :
But the Earle, upon fecond thoughts, difappointed the party, excufing
himfelf of the breach of promife, upon pretext he could not fuffer
reftraint. Whereupon refolving to treat his vaflals with all the rigour
of military execution, I detached one Major Witheart, a pretty fenfible
man, who had been a confiderable time in the country, with 200 chofen
foot, to whom I ordered the junétion of 900 Highlanders of the Earle
of Sutherland’s, the Lord Rae’s and the Laird of Balnagown’s men, to
fall into all the countries under the obedience of the faid Earle acceflible
to horfe, to burn their houfes and take their goods, which I declared good
prize ; refolving to march myfelf with all the horfe and dragoons and
three battalions of foot (which I ordered to joyn me from Aberdeen, leaft
the weaknefs of my party might embolden Buchan with the Highlanders
and Seaforth to return upon me) into his plain country. Notwithftanding
which difpofitions, being more willing to have him prifoner than to ruine
his friends, who were all proteftants, and none of the moft dangerous
ennemies, I caufed convey advertifement to the Earle’s camp, as it were
by an aét of his friendfhip from fome of my party unknown.
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An Account of the Expedition of the Highlanders, and Particulars for
the Year 1690. By Masor GENERAL Mackay.

The King having fignified to the faid Major-General, (who had follicited
hard for permiffion to go for Holland during the winter feafon,) that his
pleafure was that he fhould ftay in Scotland till the things were further
fettled : knowing the irregularity of that kingdom the precedent year, by
which means there was not fuch advantages got of the rebels as otherwife
might be expeéted, applied himfelf early to his Majefty that fuch meafures
might be taken, that the only formidable rebels then in the kingdom might
be fubdued by placing a garrifon at Innerlochy; fo foon in the fpring,
that the moft part of the forces then in Scotland might thereafter be em-
ployed elfewhere, as their Majefty’s fervice thould require : Which defign
he propofed to effeétuate with 3000 men only, the government being at
the expences to provide them of thipping and boats for landing, with the
help of three frigates to convoy them, and cut off the communication of
the rebels of the Ifles with thofe of the main land, and to have fome
fpades, thovels and pickaxes furnifhed from England, for cafting up of
ground and building a Fort, with fome money to make provifions for fix
weeks only. Which defign was certainly very feafible; but things not
anfwering fo readily from England as was expeéted, by reafon of the
great preparations for the Irifh expedition, and the Government being
unable to fupply thofe expenfes, tho’ but inconfiderable in Scotland, things
wained on without that the Major-General could have any return of his
propofitions till it was near the month of March; at which time being
affured of the frigates, as well as fpades and fhovels, and knowing the de-
fign of enterprizing with a confiderable party by water was broke, he pro-
pofed to the privy council to choofe fome of their number, who might
hear what the faid Major-General had to propofe touching the way to
proceed againft the ennemy the enfuing campaign.



104 MEMOIRS OF THE SCOTS WAR 1690.

Which being granted, he gave to that committee an account of what he
had wrote to court; and feeing he was difapointed in all likelyhood of
his firft expectation, he propofed that preparations fhould be made for
600 land forces with fhips to tranfport them along with the frigates, which
were expeted to the coafls of the rebels, by which means he fuftained
that not only the Ifles fhould be incapacitate to land any men for the
fuccour of their friends and party in Lochaber; but that whole party,
which were the principal rebels, would be obliged to ftay at home to
guard their own country, and to make fuch a diverfion of the ennemy’s
forces, that they thould not be able to fall in betwixt our quarters, which
neceflarly were extended to a great diftance, in any confiderable number,
till we could be ready as to fubfiftence for horfe and men to put to the
field. To the effettuating of which defign, the Lords of the Treafury
undertook to furnith 600 pound fterling, but had certainly been left im-
perfeéted, fo great was the diforder and poverty of the government, had
not the town of Glafgow, out of zeal for their Majefties fervice, advanced
credit for thofe fmall provifions, with 5000 pallifades, which the Major-
General ordered to be difpatched with that party.

The projeét had fo good effeét, that the very noife of it occafioned fuch
alarm among the rebels, that Buchan and Canon could only bring towards
the latter end of April 800 of their worft men, the reft not daring to leave
their country for fear of the frigates and the detachment forefaid. Which
party of Buchan’s being reinforced with fome Badenoch men and others,
advanced towards the Laird of Grant’s country, where Sir Thomas Liv-
ingfton fell upon them very opportunely, (the parliament being then in
great heats,) killing and taking prifoners about 400, and difperfing the
reft, which fell out upon the firft of May.

In the month of March the Major-General being returned from Glaf-
gow, where he was ordering the provifions for the detachment of 600
men, and the embarkation of the Danifh horfe, waited upon the Earle of
Melvill, newly come down his Majefty’s Commiffioner for the Scots par-
liament, and difcourfed with him, touching the defign he had formed, to
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march into Lochaber with a confiderable body of the forces to build a fort
at Innerlochy, as the only feafible way appearing to him of reducing the
rebels to obedience, and propofed to his Grace a fit and well affe¢ted per-
fon, and of good credit, a neceflary quality, confidering the ftate of the
finances, to officiate as Commiffary or Provifor-General for that campaign,
who fhould make timely provifions of bilket, meal, aquavite, deals and
other wood for building of barracks or cafarmes for the fouldiers in the
fort that was to be built at Innerlochy, with fhips for the tranfport of all
the provifions and materials, both for fubfiftence and work. Which per-
fon his Grace rejetted, feemingly upon the account that he would
have 1000 libs. yearly for falary for himfelf and twelve affiftants or
deputes, tho’ I objected, that it were better for the King to give that
fume than lofe one week of the fit feafon to go about his fervice: And
certainly we loft near fix weeks by the fhift; befides, that the Receivers-
General of their Majeftie’s revenues, who were afterwards imployed, did
not underftand, nor minded it, as he would have done, having officiated
in the fame charge the year before.

In this mean time of the commiffioners irrefolution, whether of defign, as
the Major-General fufpeéted, or by his natural temper, I know not ; buta
certain Colonel Hill, who in former times had been Governor of Innerlochy,
coming by the King’s order over from Ireland, a projeét was fet on foot to
fubdue the Highlands by him, with a fume of money without forces. And
for that end he was difpatched to Innernefs with power to treat with fome
of the confiderableft of the rebels, without fo much as the leaft communica-
tion thereof to the Major-General, in fo much that the faid Hill was 8 days
away before he knew any thing of the defign. Whereof being advertifed,
he laughed at the nonfence to imagine to bind fuch people void of all
principles of honefty by any other engagement than that of force, but held
his peace to fee what fhould come of it, only puthed on his preparations.
To which the Commiffioner feemed to give way, tho’ there was certainly
a defign to have hindred him. “Upon which a ceffation of arms was pro-
pofed, and by the Commiffioner granted, tho’ quickly upon Livingfton’s

P
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advantage recalled, that is an order to Fergufon not to aét hoftility for a
certain time, which was lourdly mifunderftanding of matters. The rebels
demanding it for two chief reafons : the one to fee how matters fhould go
on in Ireland, and in expeftation of fuccours from France or the faid
Ireland, with fome appearance in England and on the borders by the dif-
affected party, with which certainly they kept intelligence ; and the other
to make us lofe the fit feafon for that expedition, knowing very well that
after the month of Auguft it is not poffible to fix a garrifon in that poft,
becaufe of the continued rains much more abundant and frequent there
than in any other part of the kingdom. This propofition T oppofed as fa-
vouring of fuch perfons as minded not well to the fervice. Withall the
Commiffioner told me that it came of Broadalbin. To which I anfwered
that Broadalbin being a known ennemy to their Majefty’s fervice, all his
propofitions of that nature ought to be confidered accordingly. The Com-
miffioner replied that he held him alfo for fuch, but that it feemed he was
recommended to the King for a man capable to bring off the Highlanders,
and that he had his order to make ufe of him to that effeét.

In fine, I difcovered that the Highlanders were reprefented to the King
much more formidable than they were to be confidered, and that I fuf-
peéted for the following reafons.

1ft. That the King might be put off of any defign of mine to reduce
them by arms, by which the contrivers might have two marks to fhoot at,
the one if King James’s party thould happen to be quite broke in Ireland,
fo as not to be able to fuccour it in Scotland, they themfelves fthould be
the men to bring them to obedience, whereby they would not only, as
they thought, put money in their pockets, but render themfelves neceflary
to their Majefties, as men who had that power over them, as to make them
rebell and lay down arms at their pleafure.

The other, if upon the contrary that Jacobite intereft thould carry it,
they would have fufficiently to teftify, and not upon ill grounds, that they
were the men which had contributed moft to the maintenance of that par-
ty in Scotland, as having overturned by their intereft with them who had
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the truft of the Government, the infallible defigns which were laid down
for the reduétion of the Highlands ; and the honour of this was to redound
to the miniftry of thofe in truft, as well as to the tools by which they aét-
ed in cafe of the former, and to the confufion of one at whom they had a
prejudice, who notwithftanding of any intereft as to his reputation, he
might by a natural defire in men to do fomething upon their own account
which might appear to their mafter good fervice, would certainly have ac-
quiefced to the defign of the minifter, if, 1ft, he could have believed that
thofe who influenced them meant it fincerely, 2dly, if he could have con-
ceived it effectual to the end propofed, which rationally thould be, to put
thofe rebels out of condition to trouble the Government any longer ; for in
the firft place, he had God the fearcher of heartsto anfwer to, if upon any
private account of his own reputation or intereft he would oppofe any thing
which he conceived to tend for the good of the fervice ; next he had the
hazard of the general blame of the Government and of the King himfelf
to run, if in the execution of his way he might be difappointed of what he
propofed fo feafible; which by the untoward fituation of the country,
might fall out without miracle, tho’ more likely it fhould fall out other-
wife : But all the accidents of war cannot be throughly feen of the
moft experimented, for the battle is not many times to the ftrong, nor
the race to the fwift, but God difcerneth the viétory to whomfoever he
will.

Colonel Hill having effayed the Highlanders by a reprefentation of
fums of money, he found that it would not do, but that either he had not
commiffion to prefent enough, or that they did expeét greater endeavours
in favour of King James, which made him fall in the Major General’s
fentiment, that without force he could do nothing.

At this pafs things ftood when his Majefty took journey for Chefter in
- order to his paflage for Ireland ; and the faid Major-General finding that
the Commiffioner was influenced (as he thought he had ftrong ground to
fufpeét) by perfons which he judged were neither cordial for the Govern-
ment, nor his well-withers, and that the King, nor others to whom he ad-
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dreflfed himfelf about his Majefty’s perfon, anfwered nothing pofitively to
what he propofed as to the carrying on of the war in Scotland, he dif-
patched Adjutant-General Hill to Chefter, with letters to the King and
the Earle of Portland, with the map of all the rebellious Highlands, and
a brief defcription of the way he intended to proceed, with aflurance, that
if the fecurity of the kingdom required a quick difpatch, he would in eight
days time leave the garrifon fufficiently defenfible againft all attempts of
the ennemy, and in fix days eafy march be back again.

Upon which his Majefty permitted him to follow his own projeét, tho’
Broadalbin, with a recommendation from the Commiffioner, pofted away
to renverfe it, and to offer his fervice to the King for the bringing off the
Highlanders of King James’s party, without the expences of fending an
army to Lochaber, as they pretended, tho’ in effect the little expences
that was of it, were made already, fo that the march to Lochaber, with
all the work that was wrought by the forces there, (which was more than
could be well believed in fuch a thort time with fuch materials as the men
had,) did not coft the Government above 300 lib. more than what they
are to fhorten of the forces, fuch as provifions, I fay, for the march of
the army, the only things which can be brought into the King’s accompts
being freights of thips as well for tranfporting of the firft party, with their
provifions and the pallifades, fpades, fhovels and pickaxes, in number five
fail, and the matter of 8 or 9 afterwards, with meal, deals and other wood,
cannon and coals, with a frigat which they joyned to the two Englith
frigates ; for all other things are to be fhortened of the forces, except it be
fome fmall Items for lofles, whereof no account can be given, as it falls out
readily in fuch marches when there is too little convenience for the tranf-
port of provifions.

The Major-General having obtained the King’s liberty to go on with
his defign, with a charge to do it as quickly as poffible, having had the
forces which he defigned from the fouth to take along with him about
3000 quartered at and about St. Johnftoun, he took his leave of the Com-
miffioner, who fpoke much to him the night before of dangerous plots,
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in prefence of Sir Patrick Hume of Polwarth, and the Earle of Levin, of
defign, tho’ happily true enough, as he the Major-General conceived, to
induce him to retard his march. To which he oppofed, that tho’ he knew
of a certain, there were fuch defigns of the contrary party to be fpeedily
fet on foot, that he was abfolutely of opinion the fafeft meafures fhould
be to march with the better part of the forces againft that ennemy, to fix
a garrifon at Innerlochy ; which, whatever might fall out afterwards in
either or both the kingdoms, would fix him at home, fo that of 4 or 5000
which (if we

Account of the late Outbreaking after the Settlement of the Garrifons of
Lochaber and Ruthen in Badenoch.

When the better part of the forces were in Lochaber, Buchan and Canon
went to the low country, believing there were not forces to hinder their
defigns ; the former to Aberdeenfhire, with about 60 or 70 horfes of
all forts; and the latter not having above 30 horfe, moft officers and
their fervants, to the Highlands of Perthfhire. To him gathered together,
out of defign to robb, 3 or 400 Highlanders of the fame country ; which,
with the apprehenfion of a rifing upon the Borders, alarmed the Commif-
fioner and others of the Government; who, notwithftanding they had
the troop of guards, 4 troops of Cardroffes dragoons, with two troops of
light horfe, making at leaft 300 horfe and dragoons, 27 or 2800 foot, fent
none againft them, but permitted the country to be fpoyled, and houfes
burnt, within 8 or 4 miles of Stirling, The Mafter of Forbes mean time
chafed Buchan out of Aberdeenthire, with 4 troops of horfe and dragoons,
making him retire to Canon. About this time the forces were on their
march fouth out of Lochaber, being haftned by a letter from the Council,
and pafling through Badenoch placed a garrifon in the Caftle of Ruthen,
taking further march to Blair in Athole and Perth, where there were DQ
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provifions, fo that the Major-General was obliged to ftay there till he had
fome bitket brought to him from Dunde. At which time hearing that
the rebels advertifed of his approach took the hills, he marched after them
with about 1000 horfe and foot, but they having got the matter of 20
miles in head of him, and his party ill-provided of provifions, and having
many fick, he returned them alfo to quarters of refrefament, not knowing
what ufe the Queen in the then ftate of affairs might have of fuccour ;
therefor he lodged the moft part of the forces towards the fouth, except-
ing three troops of dragoons and a troop of horfe which he fent north.

General Remarks upon the Scots Wars in the Years 1689 and 1690, with
the occafions of the Beginnings, increaffing and continuation of the
Rebellion againft their Majefties Government.

That upon his Majefty’s firft landing in England, all Scotland was, for
the moft part, except Papifts, rejoyced, and all the Minifters prayed for
his good fuccefs, except fuch as were of corrupt principles of life as well
as doctrine, every one being big with the expeétation of advantages, and
the church with that of its then government.

That a part of the nobility and gentry imagining themfelves diffapoint-
ed of their expetations, and finding the King fomewhat more referved
than they expeéted, as being uncertain as then of mens inclinations, which
they took for a defign to favour moftly, and imploy in the government,
fuch of that nation as accompanied him from beyond fea, came down from
England quite altered in their minds.

Upon which occafion, thofe who had really ill defigns againft their Ma-
jefties intereft, laid diligently hold to form a party as well in the Conven-
tion as the country, and efpecially among the Highlanders, to overthrow
the defigns of the well-affected, to put themfelves, by a general act of the
nation, under their Majefties government. That to make their party the
ftronger, the il-affeéted gained moft part of the Epifcopal clergy, who,
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beginning to difpair of the continuation of that church government, cool-
ed in their affection to their Majefties, and began to favour the defigns
which were a forming contrary to their eftablifhment in the fupreme
government of the nation.

That it is to be prefumed that the particular defigns of fuch in whom
the King repofed moft truft, and by whofe informations and advice he
governed himfelf as to the affairs in Scotland, contributed not a little to
the alienation of many of the principal fubjeéts hearts from his govern-
ment, whereby he might the better be informed of all their matters, but
laboured to overturn that whereby they could not conceive a prefent pro-
fpeét of advantage to themfelves, tho’ the ruin of religion and country
would be the inevitable humane confequence of their criminal praétices.
That the prefent diforders of the Englifh forces upon the retreat of the
late King and his Majefty’s adminiftration of the government hindring
the King’s fpeedy refolution of fending fupplies to Scotland and Ireland,
and the defpicable number which was fent to the former, emboldened
Dundee, as well as the Highland clans, to declare for King James, and
run to arms.

That if Dundee and his adherents had underftood their advantages as
well at firft as they did in the profecution of the war, and the inclination
of the northern fhires of the kingdom had been as determinately bent to
favour their enterprize the firft year of the war as it was the fecond, the
King had apparently met with a confiderable oppofition to his eftablifh-
ment in the government, and a notable diverfion for his arms, which
might have hindred his other great defigns, and created troubles to him
in other parts of his dominions,

That the reafon of the grouth of the difcontents, and number of the
difcontented, appears to be the following :—

1st, That fuch as by their vigorous appearance in the convention for
their Majesties intereft, judging that others who were longer known to
his Majefty would carry the greateft thare in the government, invented
and managed a plaufible fubject of quarrelling his Majefty’s councellors
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upon a point wherein the intereft of the fubject feemed to be concerned,
viz. a lawfull election of the College of Juftice, how juftly fuftained I leave
to the learned to determine ; but certain it is, that their afterfleps make
it appear that their defign in the thing was felf-intereft.

That on the other fide, fuch as were in poffeflion of the places of ad-
vantage in the government, willing to maintain themfelves therein rather
than forefee the inconveniencies and dangers of the divifions which were
like to enfue, urged the King’s prerogative, and the afront it would be to
him to pafs from an aét of his royal authority, and the bad confequence of it
in the beginning of his reign; offering the examples of his predeceflors in the
throne, whereby [who, by 7] a gradual parting with branches of their royal
prerogative were at laft reduced to invincible difficulties, whereof the late
troubles of thefe nations do afford recent examples, tho’ it be very prefum-
able that, as the other’s zeal was their own eftablifhment more than the in-
tereft of the people, fo was that of the advocates of the royal prerogative,
more the maintaining of their own fhare in the government than any true
intereft a Prince, without any defign but the happinefs of his people and
the maintenance of the Proteftant religion in all his perilous enterprize,
had in the matter of the feflion, which, according to all moderate difin-
terefted judgment, was not a matter of that moment for the King, as to
hazard upon that account fuch divifions and factions as it did occafion even
among that party which appeared the moft zealous for his government,
and the diforders which thofe divifions produced, by which the dying
hopes of the ennemies thereof were revived, their defigns renewed and
fet on foot, and their party notably fortified. And if the gracious provi-
dence of God, author of this happy and opportune change for all the
Proteftant intereft in the world, had not prevented it by his overruling
direétions, what dangers had we not to expeét from an army eight months
living upon oppreflion ; a people void of zeal either for religion, having
* very little except the form of it, or for their country opprefled by forces
living at difcretion ; a church divided into two parties which, tho’ both
Proteftant, were as irreconciliable as Rome and Geneva, or Calvin and
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Bellarmin ; whereof the one, affured to be outed, preached rebellion ; the
other, by the frequent adjournments of parliament, fearing not to be efta-
blifhed, at leaft as they would have it, threatned another ; befides the ftand-
ing rebellion, and Jacobites labouring to overturn every thing which was
contrary to the faétion, which each of them owned.

That the counfellors of the frequent adjournments of parliament being
intrufted with the management of the laft feflion thereof, during his Ma-
jefty’s abfence, finding the neceflity of having money for the maintenance
of the government and the carrying on of the war againft the rebels, and
the impoflibility of obtaining it without eftablifhing of the Prefbyterian
Kirk government at its full height, refolved, (tho’ as fuppofed not with-
out warrant if otherwife could not be) to fatisfy that party’s defire, after
it was difcovered to be the carrying vote of the Houfe; whereky it falls
under confideration whether the zeal of the minifters of ftate for the main-
tenance of the royal prerogative in the matter of the feflion, hath wrought
fuch advantage for the King in any vifible or fuppofed refpeét, as the too
great a latitude given to the Prefbyterian party in their kirk government,
confidering their irreconciliable prejudices againft all fuch as have preach-
ed under bithops (tho’ I will not deny but that condefcenfion, as things
then ftood, was of an abfolute neceflity) may create to his Majefty and the
government troubles hereafter, by perpetuating untoward humours and
dangerous defigns in the kingdom, which, tho’ by force they may ly co-
vered with afhes for a time, will upon occafion be a ready matter to flame
the kingdom into a rebellion, and furnifh fuch as would trouble the go-
vernment with ground to hope for fuccefs to their pernicious defigns; it
being rational to believe the great number of minifters, which by rigid
trials and partial judgements may happen to be put out, tho’ blamelefs in
their life and doétrine, and ready to comply with and preach under the -
prefent church government, as eftablithed by law, tho’ they cannot ab-
jure the former as unlawfull and unchriftian, fhall in their private meet-
ings and feparate aflemblies, labour to entertain fuch as are devoted more
to Epifcopacy than Prefbytery, as well as their children in a liking of the

Q
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former and diflike of the latter. Befides that, it is a notable obftacle to a
prefent peaceable fettlement of the kingdom, and therefor that it is offered
moft humbly to his Majefty’s royal confideration, whether it be not a mat-
ter worthy of his reflettion, to hinder gently as much as poffible the de-
fign of depriving of their churches in Scotland fuch as the greater part of
their congregation are well pleafed with, thofe againft whofe lives and
doérine nothing can upon juft grounds be objeéted, and are willing to own
and comply with the prefent Government in Church and State, efpecially
in the northern parts of Scotland, which certainly as his Majefty’s affairs at
prefent do ftand, by the bleffing of God upon his glorious enterprizes,
would notably contribute to the difabufing of the prejudged fpirit of the
people, and bring them unto a liking of the Government.

Ift. Advantage of the Highlanders.

That the Highlanders of Scotland do by their way of living, and nature
of their habitation, furpafs the reft of the inhabitants of Scotland in valour
and other qualities for the war, and that no new levies before they have
been formed a while, and ferved a campaign, are comparable to them in
their hills, efpecially where they can boldly attempt without hazard of any
confiderable lofs tho’ worfted, becaufe of their nimblenefs and fpeed of
feet, to which their way of cloathing doth much contribute, which may be
judged as the chiefeft human reafon of the advantage they got in Athole,
all our forces being levies of a month or two old, without difcipline, and
ill armed, particularly againft fuch an ennemy.

IId. Advantage.

That the fituation of all the difaffected Highlanders of Scotland being
contiguoully feated together, feparating the Lowlands, which form an half
circle about them, furnithed the rebels three to one of advantage in this
war, {o that their five thoufand always together in body might give play
to triple their number feparate, as-they muft neceflarly be, to hinder the
ill-affected in the Lowlands to joyn them.
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IIId. Advantage.

That by purfuing them in their hills and forefts nothing could be ad-
vanced, becaufe of the fpacioufnefs, and that they, if prefled, were able to
march in one day as much as the regular forces could do in two ; befides
that it is not poffible for any confiderable numbers to fubfift in the High-
lands, except the Government had garrifons in feveral parts of thofe hilly
countries, ftored with provifions fufficient to fupply the forces from place
to place in purfuing the ennemy, as the Englith feeing the neceflity of it
had, to which pitch of care and direction this Government hath not made
the left ftep as yet.

IV. Advantage.

That tho’ thofe difficulties were overcome, the Highlands are of fuch
a vaft extent, and fo full of grounds inacceflible for other forces but fuch
as they are, and {o eafy a matter for the inbabitants to fhun a rencounter
with a purfuing ennemy, that by feparating each to his own country, not
only they could fave their perfons out of our reach, but alfo their families
and goods, by the great numbers of inacceffible roads and other firong
grounds, wher a {mall number could keep off a greater, as fome of them

have praétifed this laft campaign, when the forces were too formidable for
them in Lochaber.

V. Advantage.

That if upon their feparation and dividing themfelves into fialler bo-
dies we fhould do the like, as it is fometimes practicable and ufefull in
other countries to abbreviate the war, when a man finds himfelf the mafter
in the field, they by their exaét knowledge of the ground before we thould

be aware, could quickly joyn to fall upon our feparate bodies and catch
them at a difadvantage.

VI. Advantage.
That confidering the advantages of thofe Highlanders in their own coun-
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try and the neceflity of forcing them to a fubmiffion to the prefent Go-
vernment, it was upon reafonable fuppofitions judged they could not be
" fubdued without garifons in the midft of their country, whereby they
thould either be obliged to live fummer and winter in their hills and
forefts, or be fo expofed to the enterprizes of the garrifons if they thould
inhabit their houfes, that at laft they fhould be forced to obedience, efpe-
cially that of Innerlochy, now called Fort William, was judged of all men
void of felf ends effe€tual and neceflfary for that end.

Notwithftanding whereof fuch as had the chief direttion in the Govern-
ment by the influence certainly of fuch as withed not to fee a fpeedy fet-
tlement, laboured to hinder and obftruét the defign of it, as the manifold
delays and difficulties to which the enterpl"izes thereof were expofed for
lack of the neceffary concurrence of the Government, together with the
feveral addreffes to his Majefty for liberty to go about it before the feafon
were loft, or fome other occurrence might furnith a diverfion for the
forces, may fufficiently make appear.

That the Highlanders during the forces abode in Lochaber, have (by
the neglect of the Commiffioner, who would permit no detachment to be
made to hinder them) got a body of 200 horfe good and bad together,
and engroffed it afterwards by the irrefolution and precipitate retreat of 8
troops of our horfe and dragoons, who durft not abide them. Where-
upon and by the lyes of the Jacobite party feveral noblemen and gentle-
men joyned them, while the grofs of our forces lay befouth Forth in ex-
pedtation of feme orders from the Queen in cafe of a French landing in
England ; which fear being over, a part of the faid fouthern forces was
marched northwards, which made the Rebels abandon their defigns and
betake themfelves to the hills, whether we could not follow them upon
thefe reafons. 1st. That with foot they could not be overtaken, nor any
confiderable body fuch as could fecurely march through their ennemy’s
hilly country, could not be 8 days fubfifted, both for want of magazines
of provifions, and tho’ that were to be had, that there was no way to
carry it along. 2ly. That a fironger body of horfe could not fafely
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march after them, becaufe that fuch Highlanders through whofe coun-
tries they marched, would without any manner of doubt lay hold upon
an apparent advantage to joyn foot with the Rebels horfe, to take our
horfe alone in firong ground at a difadvantage ; which the ennemies of
the commander of their Majefty’s forces did not underftand, when malici-
oufly they blamed him, becaufe the ennemy trotted up and down the
hills the matter of three or four weeks, who underftanding more of his
trade than his cenfurers, fepgrated the forces in four feveral pofts betwixt
the fouth and north, that where ever they fhould fhew their head in the
Lowlands, they might meet with a body fufficient to attack, or chafe them
to their hills, by which method he was fure they muft with the firft foul
weather break of themfelves, befides the want of forrage, provifion a.nd
horfe thoes.

Some fhort Remarks upon the Prefent State of Scotland.

I. That there fhould no time be loft to fecure and quiet the {pirits in
this Kingdom, by reafon that fuch as find themfelves under the lath of
the law fhall be apt to flatter themfelves with the hopes of a change;
whofe difpofitions to embrace readily the occafions of troubling the Go-
vernment will be a lafting ground for their Majefties ennemies abroad to
form continual defigns upon this Kingdom, which would be much at an
end if the Highlanders were difpofed to accept, and the King to grant a
general pardon for bygones, excepting a few of the moft criminal offenders
for examples fake.

II. That the more generally the nation was infeéted with, and engaged
in evil defigns, the readier the pardon ought to be; it being a dangeroug
matter for the Government to leave a ftrong combination in fufpence and
lying under fears of being called in queftion thereafter, it being fuppofed
that their apprehenfions will put them upon evil contrivances, againft the

power of which they fear a refentment.
14
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ITII. That moft or all the Proteftant Jacobites of quality in Scotland are
fuch for one of two reafons. 1ft, Self-intereft, being, in their opinion,
diffapointed of the advantages which they promifed to themfelves under
this Government ; and, 2ly, The fear of a rigid Prefbyterian Government,
under which they cannot propofe to themfelves to live eafy and fecurely.
For a remedy to the former, it’s propofed that the King confider either in
the government, or by penfion, ‘fuch as are known to be able to ferve him
beft upon all occafions ; and to the latter, that there may be formed a mo-
derate Council, which, tho’ they countenance only the Prefbyterian Kirk
government as eftablifhed by law, may labour to keep a gentle bridle hand
againft their violences, and that no perfons of quality efpecially be impofed
upon as to their particular exercifes of devotion in their own families.

IV. That a delay in the matter of pacifying the fpirits and diffipating
the fears upon the account of rebellion, or defigns againft the Government,
by a general pardon, may not only render it thereafter more difficult, and
the grace lefs efteemed and embraced, upon the hopes of forreign fuccours,
but probably will be an invitation to the ennemies of their Majefties Go-
vernment to ufe all means to divert the difcontented from any refolution
of fubmiffion to which the happy fuccefs of their Majefties arms had dif-
pofed them, if the occafion had been timely laid hold on, as alfo to form a
real defign of landing fome forces in Scotland this winter, to make a di-
verfion for their Majefties arms ; all which timely meafures to engage en-
tirely two or three perfons of confiderable dependency in the Highlands
would without any doubt prevent and diffappoint.

V. That the fame method obferved in the former reign to fortify the
royal authority in a defign againft the religion and intereft of the people,
is of the fame import now to fortify their Majefties as well as the king-
dom’s true intereft againft all Pretenders to the Crown ; that is, where a
fufficient number of forces is wanting (the kingdom not being able to
maintain it) to fecure the Government againft foreign and domeftik at-
tempts, to gain fuch of the fubjeéts as are of greateft following and com-
mand to fupply the faid want, and ferve upon occafion in place of other
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forces ; and that the fooner this method is followed, the better effetts in
all appearance it fhall take.

Memorandum of the Chief Things to be remarked and enlarged upon,
occafion ferving, fince I came to Scotland.

In the month of March 1689, being fent down to Scotland with little
more than a thoufand foot, and about 200 dragoons and two regiments of
Englith horfe to quarter upon the borders, in cafe I had occafion to call
for them, immediately I blocked up the Caftle of Edinburgh, but having
neither men nor artillery enough to attack it in form, I contented my felf
to hinder the befieged from all communication from without. I gave pre-
{ent orders for recruiting the companies of the three regiments, which I
carried down to 100 men a piece, as alfo the Earle of Levin’s regiment.

About that time the Vifcount of Dundee, having difobeyed the State’s
fummons, was by them declared rebel and fugitive. Whereupon I order-
ed Sir Thomas Livingfton to the fhire of Angus and town of Dunde to
obferve his motion, and hinder all rifing in arms in that country, and la-
bour to feize the faid Vifcount’s perfon, and to fall upon and defeat any
party or parties which thould appear for him and againft the Government.

The faid Sir Thomas being informed that the Vifcount quartered with
fome horfe to the number of 50 or 60 in a place called Glen-Ogilby be-
longing to himfelf, and fix miles from the dragoons’ quarters, marched out
in the night, of a defign to furprize him, but he was gone the day before.

Within a few days thereafter, the Mafter of Forbes, whom I had fent
north with inftruions, advertifed me that the faid Dundee, with the fore-
mentioned number of horfe, was gone north to form a body there, which
country feemed much difpofed that way, by the intereft of the Duke of
Gordon, the Earle of Dumfermling, with feveral ill affeted gentlemen
and corporations.

Upon which intelligence, knowing the neceflity of a préfent oppofition
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to thefo defigns, as well as the continuation of the blocade of the cafile,
and to hinder the efcape of the Duke of Gordon, whofe perfonal prefence
in the north would bring a great weight to that party, I committed the
latter to the care of the Brigadier Balfour, and having ordered the Mar-
quis of Athole, the Earle of Mar, and the Laird of Grant, to guard the
paflages of their country, that Dundee might not efcape to the combined
Highlanders thereby, without danger of being taken or defeat, which they
faithfully undertook, I took 200 fufiliers of the three regiments, 120 of
the Lord Colchefter’s regiment of horfe, and about 130 of Livingfton’s
dragoons, and made great diligence to the north.

Being come to the lenth of Brechin, I had fome report that Dundee
was returning fouth again, and tho’ I did not believe that I would furprize
him in a country more his friend than mine, neverthelefs, I detached
Major Mackay with 50 dragoons, and as many foot, to a pafs of a river
or bridge four miles beyond my quarters, and two or three miles fhort of
a village called Fettercairn, at the foot of the hills which I was to pafs
towards the north, with inftruétions to order his march fo from the fore-
faid paflage, that by the break of day he might fall into the faid village,
which he did accordingly, but found no man there, Dundee having been
advertifed of my motions (as he was on his march and within fix miles of
the faid village where he intended to lodge) by fome people that had feen
me pafs the ferrie of Dunde, otherwife he had certainly fallen into the fnare.

Having the following day joyned my detachment, and fent out feveral
{pies to know whether he turned head after that alarm, I got notice, that
after a motion, as if he intended for the Braes of Marr and Athole, he
turned down again to the Duke of Gordon’s country, which the Earle of
Dumfermling laboured to put in arms for him ; but being again alarumed
of my approach, he paft Spey, which was occafioned by the Laird of
'Grant’s not following exaétly my orders for guarding the paflages of that
river, which was an eafy matter, had he parted from Edinburgh when I
ordered ; but I fuppofe this fault to have been more of ignorance than
want of affeétion.
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Dundee having paft Spey, joined the number of nine hundred High-
landers, which received him as their General, and declared for King
James, who, after they had received fome contribution-money from the-
town of Innernefs, were refolved to march through Murray, and make
that country take arms for the late King, as appeared by a letter of Dun-
dee’s to the Magiftrates of Elgin : whereof I being advertifed, tho’ I was
forced to leave the moft part of the Englith horfe at Brechin, fo that I had
but -the 200 foot, 130 dragoons, and the matter of 40 horfe with me, I
marched with all diligence to be at Elgin before the ennemy, difpatching
an exprefs to the reft of the detachment of horfe to come up at any rate.

Dundee finding that I had prevented his defigns in Murray, and con-
fequently in all the low countries which I had left behind, and bappily
not knowing that I had left the moft of my detachment of horfe fo far
behind, not being able for fore backs to follow, with the diligence I made,
decamped from before Innernefs, and marched towards Lochaber.

I not knowing the defign of his retreat from Innernefs, and finding by
all the intelligence I could get, that he was near triple my number, halted
at Elgin till the reft of the Englifh horfe, to the number of 80 came up,
to which I was moved, (befides the former reafon,) becaufe from all hands
I was advertifed that there were fome ill men among the dragoons ; and
tho’ I did not much believe thofe reports, neverthelefs I thought it no
prudence to flight them altogether.

Next day, after the forefaid horfe had joined me, I marched ftraight to
Innernefs, where, having lodged my few forces, I ordered four hundred
of the Lord Rae’s men, with three hundred of the Laird of Balnagowns
men to come to joyn me, who accordingly came at the time appointed ;
and the Lord Strathnaver being come north, went diligently about getting
his regiment together.

Mean time Dundee finding the Highlanders difpofed, (fuch as Glen-
gary, Lochiel, Keppoch, Macklean, Stuart of Appin, and Young Mack-
donald,) to raife their men at a time appointed, refolved, (whether to get

a recruit of money or horfe, or both,) to pafs through the Braes of Bade-
. R M



122 MEMOIRS OF THE SCOTS WAR'

noch and Athole to the fhires of Perth and Angus, where he had many
favourers and adherents, furprifing in the town of Perth a captain and
Lieutenant of Horfe, who were levying a troop in that fhire, with a Lieu-
tenant and Enfign of Foot, and 24 men fent thither upon execution.

From thence he paft into the fhire of Angus, got fome gentlemen and
King James’s officers to joyn him, came to the gates of Dunde, where I
had left two troops of dragoons to guard againft fuch a defign under Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Livingfton, who did not fo much as get his dragoons on
horfeback, or fent any of them to view the countenance or number of the
enemy, which could not be much fuperior or better mounted.

Dundee having got fome part of his errand, returned by the fame way
he came to the Highlands again, where he had received aflurances from
the Marquis of Athole’s men, particularly from his baillie, who had the
direftion of his country, and command of his men in his abfence.

This was a ftep fufficiently rendring the Marquis fufpeét as well to the
government as to me, to whom he had engaged that he would not only
hinder Dundee from pafling through his country, but aétually to oppofe
his undertakings.

After Dundee’s return to the Highlands, and finding the Highland
combination growing dayly ftronger, and the neareft neighbours of Inner-
nefs, fuch as the Mackenzies, the Frafers, and the Macpherfons, giving
me great ground of fufpicion ; and judging that if I fhould retire to the
fouth, the enemy would prefently be mafter of all the country be north
Tay, which as to men is the confiderable part of Scotland, I refolved
that except there were a landing in the fouth out of Ireland, I would not
quite thofe countries, till I fhould leave them better fettled ; therefore
upon the relation of my fpies of the ennemy’s frequent meetings and con-
fultations, judging that they tended to put a formidable body in the fields,
I difpatched an exprefs with orders to Balfour to fend me in all dili-
gence colonel Ramfay, with 600 chofen men of the three battalions,
giving direétions to the faid Colonel by which way he fhould come to
joyn me, and calculating the marches fo that, according to the judgment I
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made, I might have him before the enemy would be in condition to hinder
our junétion: At the fame time I fent an order to make {ome regiments
of foot, and Barclay’s dragoons march into the fouth of Scotland, and not
to Sir John Lanier, becaufe I was uncertain of the iffue of my northern
expedition, to come himfelf to Edinburgh to take the neceflary care there
of their Majefties intereft and fervice in my abfence. Upon the receipt
of my order, Balfour detached Ramfay with the forefaid number to ferry
over at Leith and fo to St. Johnftoun, but upon the appearance of fome
thirty Holland fithermen, the Privy Council being alarmed ftopt his
march two days, which was the firft break of my meafures.

The Hollanders being difcovered to be no French men, Ramfay was
permitted to purfue his way, who being advanced in the country of Athole,
through which I ordered his march, as much the neareft way, he found it
in arms. Ramfay ftaying beyond my calculation, and having daily in-
telligence of the gathering of the Highlanders together, I difpatched an
exprefs by the way which I had ordered him to come, to look for him,
with inftrutions to the faid Ramfay to fpare no money to have intelli-
gence of the ennemy’s motions, and in cafe he found them to be too numer-
ous for his party, he thould alter his march, and take more to the right of
the Laird of Grant’s country, who was in our intereft, where I fhould la-
bour to meet him with the few forces I had by me, in cafe I thould have
news of the ennemy’s motion to hinder our junétion. '

This exprefs, tho’ I chofe him fuch as I thought fhould eafily pafs that
country without being challenged, was flopt and made prifoner by the
Marquis of Athole’s baillie, and kept two days in the caftle of Blair (after
the faid baillie had fent the letters to Dundee to Lochaber) till colonel
Ramfay had paft the faid caftle, the matter of ten or twelve miles, to me ;
from whence he difpatched an exprefs to Innernefs, to advertife me that
he would be that night, being Friday, at the caftle of Ruthen in Badenoch,
about thirty miles from Innernefs ; but after he had fent away the faid
exprefs, the man which I had fent to meet him, and had been made pri-
foner, being fet at liberty, as I faid before, after the faid colonel had paft
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Blair, came after him without his letter, who having given him fome im-
perfeét account, that I had ordered him to lead the party, in cafe of in-
telligence of a fironger ennemy betwixt us by another way, and the men of
Athole being altogether difaffe¢ted, magnifying the numbers of the High-
land army. Ramfay uncertain what refolution to take, whether to pur-
fue his march, or to return to St. Johnftoun, refolved at laft upon the lat--
ter, which, though without any fault in him, not having received my laft
orders, did put me to a great dale of trouble and hazard always for the
{pace of about a month, with what other accidents followed, to lofe with
my {mall forces (which were fcarcely the fourth part of the ennemy’s
number) the north of Scotland, and occafion a great dale of commotion
through the whole kingdom, if God by his providence and fingular care
of his caufe had not diverted the evil.

The exprefs which Colonel Ramfay fent away before mine to him,
which had been: prifoner, came up to him, came to me at Innernefs on
Saturday, and next morning I took with me what was in condition to
march of my own party, with an hundred Highlanders well armed of the
Lord Rae’s men and as many of Balnagowns, leaving this laft to command
at Innernefs, till the Lord Strathnaver fhould come up, to whom I fent
orders to come up with all diligence to guard the faid poft; and having
taken provifions only for two days, having no other defign than to fecure
Ramfays march, whom I expeéted to meet that fame night, and fo to re-
turn with the whole party the day following to Innernefs, the more be-
caufe the night before I had marched, 1 had news out of Lochaber that
the ennemy was not moving as yet. But being advanced the matter of
twelve miles, I received a letter, &c.
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TOUCHANT LA DERNIERE CAMPAGNE
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1691.

Monsieur Mackay ayant accompagné le Roy, de Londres jufqua la
Haye, dans la férme croyance que fa Majefté l'auroit dorefenadvant em-
ployé en Flandres, d’autant qu’il avoit heureufement achevé les troubles
d’Efcofle, ayant tellement dompté les Rebelles de ce Royaume, que quoy-
que quelques uns de leurs chefs fe tinflent dans leurs cachots et retraittes
des montagnes d’ou il feroit malaife de les chafler du tout, {y nont ils
jamais de puis pu former quelques corps, tant, les garnifons qu’il eftablit au
millieu d’eux les tiennent en bride. Ayant dis je fait eftat de fervir cette
campagne la aux pais bas, fus furpris quand le Roy allant en Brabant pour
tacher de faire lever le fiege de Mons, me dit que j’eufle a repafler en An-
gleterre et de la en Irelande ou fa Majefte croyoit que je luy pourrois
eftre utille, pour affifier’ au fiege des places dont elle fcavoit que j’avois
quelque experiance et eftude, fa Majefté eftant confirmée par les avis des
Generaux qui commandoient alors fes troupes en ce Royaume la, que les
ennemis ne pouroient metre une armée en campagne, a caufe, felon leurs
advis, que leur cavallerie eftoit tellement ruynée pendant Phyver quil ne
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leur en refloit plus guere. Et de fait le Lieutenant General Shravem oer
{’eftant randu d’Irelande au retour du Roy en Angleterre luy tinft la
meme langage ; I'afflurant comme les autres que les Irelandois n’avoyent
plus 1500 chevaux au monde, et quoyque le Roy neceflairement ajouta
quelque foy a ces avis quy venoient des mains quy en devoyent le plus
{cavoir, {y n’en fit pas toutes fois la regle de fes mefures, ayant commandé
encore le regiment de Portland pour y fortifier fa cavallerie, quoy qu’il eft
bien a prefumer quil prendroit la redution de ce royaume plus a ceeur, il
avoit efté bien averty du veritable eftat des ennemis commenous les
avons trouvés a Pouverture de la campaigne, bien loin de ce que Monfieur
Shravemoer en avoit reprefanté. Car ils avoyent autant de chevaux et
dragons que nous, et beaucoup plus d’infanterie, dont nous apprenons
qu’il eft de la derniere importance pour le bien du fervice et la reputation
du General qu’on ait exatte connoifance des forces ennemies, a fin de ne
pas fe mefprendre en prenant des mefures pour la guere, et {’il arrive qu’il
y ait de Pimpofibilité d’en procurer toutes les lumieres neceflaires, qu’on
les prenne toujours au plus grand calcule qu’on f’en puft raifonnablement
imaginer, afin de ne pas conter fans fon hofte ; car effectivement Vignorance
de l’eftat des ennemis comme aufsy d’autres circonftances, et le manque de
preparatifs neceflaires fuivant le plan naturel quon’ devoit fe former de
cette campaigne, nous la fairoit inutillement perdre {y Dieu n’avoit pri-
vé nos ennemis de jugement, et nous eut infpiré des deflains que fa bene-
di¢tion feule rendent juftifiables au jugement de tous ceux quy exami-
neront au fond combien nous avons rifqué l’intereft genmeral de toute
PEurope, aufly bien que le particulier de leurs Majeftés par tous les pas
que nous avons fait cette compaigne, que le Dieu des armeés a fait fy
heureufement reuflir a Pavantage fingulier de tous les Princes Alliez
aufly bien que Paffermiffement du gouvernement de leurs Majeftés, dont
il luy faut attribuer la louange et non pas a la conduitte et force humaines.
Mons eftant randu avant que I'armée des Alliez fut en eftat de pouvoir
raifonablement enterprendre le fecours, le Roy {’en retourna en Angle-
terre avant que le Duc de Leynfter que fa Majefte avoit deftiné pour le
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commandement general de fes troupes en Irelande, et moy quy ly devois
accompagner en qualite de lieutenant-general eufmes le vent favorable
pour pafler. A Parrivée du‘Roy a Londres, les mefures pour I'Irelande
furent en grande partie changées; car au lieu du Duc de Leynfter, on
determina de continuer Monfieur de Ghinckle au commandement de
Parmée en Irelande, et il femble que le ‘Roy refolut que durant cette
campaigne le Duc de Virtemberg n’euft point de tour de commandement
non plus que Monfieur de Shravemoer, mais que tous les deux agiffent
en fecond generaux, le premier commandant en chef P'infanterie, et 'autre
la cavallerie, et que tous tours de commandement fe fiflent par les generaux
majors dont il y en avoit dans l'infanterie quatre, et trois dans la caval-
lerie; Ceft pour quoy que le Roy apres avoir propofé en confeil de my
envoyer en qualité de lieutenant-general, changea de propos, dont je fus
bien faché, croyant que cet honneur m’appertenoit non feulement pour les
fervices que je luy avois randus en Ecofle, mais aufly parce que j’avois efte
fait general-major par le Roy Jaques en mefmes tems que le Comte de
Marleborough, lequel n’auroit pas manque de m’avancer, comme luy fi
Javois fuivy fes interefts, mais me reprefentant P’obligation dans laquelle
fe trouvent tous fideles proteftans de fervir cet interet purement pour
Pamour de Dieu et de fa verité fans aucune confideration du noftre par-
ticulier, je me confolay, refolu de fervir le Roy cette campaigne la de
la meme fidelité et affettion que j’avois fait julqu’ alors, avertiffant toutes
fois le Comte de Portland, que, fi Dieu trouvoit bon de me la faire
furvivre, je chercherois un autre maiftre fi je trouvois quom perfiftat a
confiderer fi peu mes fervices, l'aflurant en mefme tems que ce ne feroit
jamais un qui ne fut dans lintereft de fa Majefté et de la religion pro-
teftante. Et de cette maniere pris conge du Roy, quy ne me dit le petit
mot fur les affaires d’Irelande, apparemment {’en remettant entierement
a ce que Monfieur Shravemoer luy en reprefenta, quoy que je defcouvris
en peu de tems, et quand je fus fur le lieu, qu’il {’en avoit formées des fort
trompeufes jdées, et qui nous auroient pu faire perdre inutillement la
campaigne comme j’ai deja touché, fi Dieu, autheur de cette grande deliver-
8
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ance, n’y eut pourveu en fa bonté infinie pour la liberté de tous les eftats
de ’Europe en general, et pour le bien de fon eglife en particulier. Quant
au changement de la refolution du Roy touchant le commandement
general de fon armée en Irelande, il n’y a nulle doute, que Shravemoer
n'’y aye le plus contribué, ayant declaré de ne pas vouloir fervir fous le
Duc de Leynfler; on alleguoit aufly que la nation Angloife, fcavoir
Parmée n'en feroit pas fatiffaite, laquelle n’ayme guere la promptitude et
rudefle de laquelle on alleguoit que les commandements de ce general
font d’ordinaire aecompagnés ; mais comme c’eft une nation naturellement
brave quy ne fait jamais le moindre difficulté de marcher allaigrement ou
leur general la commande, et reconnue dans cette guere, (quoy que les
premices de fes fervices, ayant jouy d’un long repos quy luy a fait tomber
les armes des mains,) pour la nation du monde la plus patiante et a I'e-
preuve des foufrances, et la moins fujette a murmures, il n’y a nulle
doute qu'un general de I’experience et bravoure de ce Duc ne prit fujet
de ces qualités, tant neceffaires aux gens de guerre pour faire bien reuflir
ce qui doit contribuer a l'eftabliffement de la reputation et fortune de
leur general, de traitter honneftement et felon leur humeur les Anglois,
lefquels ne fe plaignent de rien pourveu que leurs generaux leur donnent
des tefmoignages de leur eftime par leur civilité et honneftetés.
Examinons a cette heure fi ce changement eftoit en apparance pour le fer-
vice du Roy. L’on ne fcauroit nier que Monfieur le Duc de Leynfter n’ait
eu plus de moyen de fe munir d’une connoifance generalle de la guerre, etdu
commandement general d’'une armée que Monfieur de Ghinckle, parce que
le premier eftant fils d’un des plus grands capitaines de fon tems, fous
lequel il avoit fait la guerre, il w’auroit pas manqué de luy donner tout
Pefclaireciffement neceflaire d'un metier auquel il I'avoit eflevé des fon
enfance ; qu'il avoit {ervy dans plufieurs pais o1 il auroit eu occafion de fe
former le jugement en faifant les remarques fur leurs differents manieres
de faire la guerre; et qu'en France il n’y a point de diftinétion des
generaux de cavallerie et d’infanterie comme quelques autres pais, mais
d’abord qu'on eft avancé au deflus du collonel il prent ﬁ;n tour de tout
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cemmandement, ce quy donne une jdée plus generalle du fervice que les
officiers n’en peuvent avoir dans les pais ou ils font attachés a éftude de
quelque efpece de troupes, comme la coufteume eft en Hollande. Outre ces
confiderations, il eft a prefumer que le Duc de Leynfter connoiffoit mieux
la eapacité et Phumeur du general de ’armée ennemie que Monfieur de
Ghinckle, toutes fois il y avoit un argument pour la continuation du der-
nier en Irelande (rejetant du tout celluy dont en fervoit comme de peu
de force, contre ce que je viens de dire) c’eft quayant paffé tout T'hyver
en Irelande et pratiqué quelque intelligence avec les ennemis, et les
mefures pour Partillerié et les vivres ayans eftes pris par fon aveu et fes
ordres, il femble qu’il auroit efté hors de tems de luy donner un fucceffeur
au mois de May, ou le loifir avoit manque de redrefler ce qu’il auvoit trouvé
en defordre. Toutes fois puis qu'il & falut neceflairement pour entretenir la
bonne correfpondance entre les confederés, que le Roy fe mit a la tefte de
leurs communes forces en Flandres, 'importance de la guerre d’Irelande
demandoit qu’on la fift prudemment aufly bien que vigoureufement, et par
confequant demandoit un chef inftruit de tout ce quy en depend, tant au
regard de la maniere de la faire felon la force et qualit¢ de fes propres
troupes, et celle des ennemis, que de la nature du -pais, et de l'eftat des
affairs tant en Irelande qu’en Angleterre, ’Efcoffe, et par toute I'Europe,
od un defadvantage mediocre en Irelande pourroit avoir produit de
mechants effets. Des refleétions de cette nature formées de bonneheure fait
aufly fonger a tout moyen neceflaire pour emporter de Pavantage fur les
ennemis, fans eftre obligé, pour ne pas paffer la campaigne fans rien faire, de
rifquer le tout pour le tout, comme il nous arriva de faire en Irelande plus
d’une fois cette année cy, comme la fuite le montrera; dont toutes fois je
n’entends nullement blamer Monfieur de Ghinckle, eftant impoffible q’une
perfonne inaccouftumée au commandement general d’une armée puiffe fe
former un jufte plan de fes defleins et de tout ce qu’il luy faut pour les
executer tellement qu’il ne defcouvre d’aberd qu’il fe trouve engagé contre
fon ennemy, le defaut de prevoyance quy meceffairement enfante celluy
des preparatifs ; car je confefle franchement que fi j’avais bien entendu la
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difpofition des chofes en Efcoffe que j’en auvois abfolument refufé le com-
mandement des troupes du Roy, ou jaurvis efté envoyé de maniere d’y
eftablir fon authorité Royale des la premiere campaigne; mais j’ay taché
de remedier la feconde les fautes que l'ignorance du pais aufly bien que des
ennemis m’ont fait commefire la premiere, quoy qu’avec moins de troupes
et peu d’argent, parceque je ’avois tellement eftudi€é pendant I’hyver que je
m’en formay le plan de forte qu’humainement il ne pourroit manquer de
fortir fon eftet,’pourveu qu’on me laiffat agir felon mes projects, mais
quant a la guerre d’Irelande, la providance toute vifible du grand Dieu,
pour la gloire et verit falutaire du quel fa Majefte a pris les armes, les a
tellement benies dans les mains de Monfieur de Ghinckle, que tout ce que
j'en remarque ne fert que pour mon inftruétion, et non pas de deflein
d’amoindrir eftime q’uil en a acquife dans le monde.

Le Roy ayant eftablis les ordres neceflaires pandant fon abfance en
Angleterre, et defpechéz fes ordres pour Monfieur de Ghinckle felon I'idée
qu’on luy avoit donnée de cette guerre, {’en retourne en Hollande au com-
mencement du mois de May, et je prismon chemin pour Dublin, ou eftant
arrivé, je fus d’abord trouver Monfieur de Ghinckle lequel, a fon ordinaire
a tout le monde, me regeut fort civilement. '

Le Roy trouvant que le Lieutenant-General Douglas et le General Ma-
jor Kirck eftoient mal enfemble, (outre qu’il y avoit des grandes plaintes de
habitans du pays, tant contre eux, que contre le General Major Laniere,)
refolut de les retirer d’Irelande tous trois, jugeant que la mefintelligence
des officiers de ce calibre ne fe forme guere aux armeés que les troupes
n’enparticipent et que le fervice n’en patiffe; ainfy n’en voulant donner fujet
de defplaifir a Pun plus qu’a Pautre, les rapella les deux premiers en Flan-
dres et Laniere pour pafler I'efté en Angleterre ; m’envoyant avec le Mar-
quis de Ruvignie et le General Major Talmoufh en leur place, dont le
fervice ne fe trouva pas mal, non pas a ’efgard de la capacité des fuccef-
feurs plus que de ces meflieurs que je dis, mais parcequ’on na jamais veu
une armée dont les generaux aufly bien que les troupes, quoy que compofées
de quatre a cinque nations differantes, vecuffent de meillieure intelligence
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enfemble; au confeil de guerre 'on voyoit bien de differance d’opinion,
neftant guere vray femblable qu'ils puffent tomber d’accord en tout et
par tout, d’un metier dont les maximes changent felon les ennemies: les
pais, et infinies autres circonftances dont la confideration nous oblige de
changer de mefures, mais d’abord que la queftion eftoit decidée par une
refolution definitive du chef ou par pluralité des voix chacun eftoit ef-
gallement porté pour P'avancement du deflein reflolu pour marque que
tout le monde ne démandoit que la fin de cette guerre tant prejudiciable
a leurs Majeftées et a leurs allies. Avant mon arrivée en Irlande, le Gene-
ral avoit diftribués fes ordres pour l'aflemblement des troupes, celles
des quartiers du nord jufqu'a lentour de Dublin vers Molingar, ou I'on
avoit fait une efpece de magazin et de bouche et de guerre, avec de l’a-
voine pour la cavallerie, et celle des quartiers du fud environ Chonmelle
[Clonmell] fous Monfieur le Duc de Virtenberg, le General n’ayant pas en-
core refloludu lieu ou ces deux corps fe devoient joindre. Comme je fus fur-
pris de cette courvée d’Irlande, il me manquoit encore plufieurs choffes
pour faire la campaigne a mon arrivée & Dublin, de fort que je priay
Monfieur de Ghinckle de me permettre le fejour de Dublin jufqu’a ce
qu'il allaft luy mefme a I'armée, ce qu’il m’accorda, envoyant Monfieur de
Ruvignie au rendezvous de Molingar, et ordre au Lieutenant-General
Douglas d’y mener les troupes qu’il commandoit au nord toute Phyver
paflé. Dans les fix ou fept jours que nous demeurafines encore & Dublin,
je pris la liberté de parler au General touchant l'intelligence qu’il avoit de
Leftat des ennemies, I’eftat de fes propres vivres, et ’ils eftoient tellement
logés qu’il en puft tirer des fecours de quelque cofté qu’il jugeaft apropos de
tourner tefte, et {’il avoit refolu de Pendroit ou il tenteroit le paflage de
Shanon. Il me repond que le Royne le retranchoit pas quant a Pintelligence
qu’il ne luy manquoit pas d’argent, mais qu’il ne pouvoit pas fe fier aux
Ir[elandJois papiftes, lefquels feuls puiffent pafler le Shanon. Quoyque je
fois d’opinion que Monfieur de Ghinckle, eftant trop chargé d’autres affaires,
laiffoit le foin de cet article eflentiel pour povour prendre des bonnes
mefures a la guerre, (que fans intelligence 'on n’y fait qu’a tatons,) a des
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gens quy n'en fcavoyent pas la methode, et ne fe'n donnoient guere la
payne ; tout le monde qui connoit les Irois affirment qu'il n’y a pas de
nation au monde plus avaricieufe et mercenaire que celle-la, de forte que
le fils trahiroit le pere pour de l’argent, mais la vraye methode eft d’efta-
blir des chefs d’intelligence, gens d’honneur, de fidelité connue, et pra-
tiqués dans les pais ou l'on fait la guerre, quy tirent honnefe traitement
et ayent le foin de trouver des gens propres pour envoyer parmy les
ennemis, tant pour en raporter leurs propres remarques que pour tacher
defbaucher quelques uns parmy eux; et fi dans les grandes armées il y
eut quatre ou d’avantage eftablis de tels chefs d’intelligence quy euflent
chacun une douzaine d’efpions, tels qu’ils repondroient de leur fidelité, a
bonne folde ordinaire, avec promefle d’'une bonne recompanfe extra-
ordinaire toutes les fois qu'ils apporteroient avis d’importance, et que les
chefs et efpions entre connuffent le moins que fe puft; je dis que moye-
nant telle femblable methode I'on ne feroit guere furpris d’'une marche
ennemie, et ne tarderoit guere d’avoir la connoiflance de fes mouvemens,
foit en corps ou par deftachemeéns; ear il y aurait toufjours des efpions au
camp ennemies, mais il les fuut bien payer fi on en veut eftre bien fervy,
eftant un metier ou il ny a point de quartier. Il me fouvient, pour
preuve de Putilite de cette methode, qu’a la premiere campaigne de la
guerre d’Efcofle, avant qu’on avoit levées des troupes dans ce pais-la pour
le Roy, voulant diffiper des affembleés qui fe faifoient au nord par le
Vicomte de Dundée, je me tranfportay avec un party de 500 hommes,
tant cavallerie qu'infantrie et dragons, aufquels je joygnis 200 montaig-
nards, et me trouvay bientoft- engagé avec le dit Vicomte avec -plus de
8000 hommes, et comme je luy voulois empecher’entrée dans un pais on
il auroit notablement groffy fon party et mentenir la communication, avec
du fecours que j’avois mandé me pauvant faire I'un et Pautre fi je
changeois de pofte ou me retirois trop tot ; et voulant aufly donner d’an-
tant plus de tems a mon fecours de m’approcher, a fin que quand Pennemy
avanceroit vers mon pefte, .d’ou a fon approche jettois refolu de :me
retirer (d’autant plus que j’avois defcouvert quelques jours empara-
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vant de Pintelligence entre les officiers d’un regiment de dragons
que j’avois avec moy, quy faifoit environ 180 hommes, fcavoir la
plus part des capitaines et fubalternes, ayant pour chef de leur deflein
criminel le lieutenant-colonel, quoy que perfonne de bonne qualité, au
quel j’avois rendu des bons forvices pres du Roy,) je dis que non obftant
- ces circonftances croufilieufes voulant profiter du temps pour les raifons
fufdites autant qu’il me feroit poffible par une mine de vouloir attendre
ennemy de pie ferme, je conjuray le feignieur du pais ou je me trouvay
de me fournir douze hommes fideles de fes paylans que je tiendrois a
bonne folde tant que je refterois dans ces terres, ce qu’il fift, eflant affec-
tioné a Pinteret du Roy ; al'ayde defquels je reftay encore la quelques jours,
aufquels mon fecours m’approchoit toufjours, fi bien que quand les ennemis
m’avoyent approché d’'une demie liewe a I’entrée de la nuit, je me retiray,
joygnent en deux jours de marche les troupes que j’attendois, avec lef-
quells je tournay tefte court fur les ennemis, et les aurois infalliblement
furpris, fy les memes officiers de dragons n’en avoyent de nuit dans la
marche detaché deux pour leur en donner connoiffance.

Quant aux vivres Monfieur de Ghinckle m’affura qu'il n’en manqueroit pas
quelque deffeinqu’il entreprit, et je meperfuadequ’il les croyoit tellement dif-
pofés; et pour le paflage duShanon il fut refolu que ce feroit pres de Banaker
pour les fuivantes raifons, 1°. que le general croyoit avoir pratiquée quelque
intelligence avec le commandant d’un petit fort au bout d’un pont de
pierre au dit lieu, quy nous auroit accommodes tout autant que la prife
D’ Athlone quant a nous rendre maiftres du Shanon, 2°. qu’il fut averty qu'au
deffaut de ce deflein il y auroit un fort bon guay [gué] par lequel avec un
pont de pontons le tout favoriflé d’une groffe artillirie I’on efperoit de forcer
fon paflage ; et comme les ennemis formoient leur armée a Lochreagh
felon fon intelligence, lieu egalement diftant de Limmerick, Galway, et
Athlone, pour puis apres fe regler felon nos mouvemens, eftans cepandant
commodement poftés la, pour les vivres qu'ils tiroyoient de Limerick et
de Galway; il crut avec les Lords juftices qu’en formant le deflein du
paflage au deflus d’Athlone on laifferoit toute la province de Leynfter et
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ce quon tenoit dans celle de Munfter expofe sux ennemis fi laiffans
Athlone, Limerick, et Galway bien pourveus du monde neceflaire,
il leur prit envie de ’y jetter avec leur cavallerie et bonne parte de
leur infanterie, au lieu que paffant a Banaker ou a Melicks, qui
en eft a deux milles, nous ferious en eftat (comme nous nous eftimions
maiftres de la campaigne,) de les couper du Shanon, et trouver le moyen
de les obliger au combat, ou bien en faifant un deftachement d’infanterie
pour affieger Athlone, obferver les ennemis avec le refte de I'armée.
Voycy les vrayes raifons pourquoy il fut arrefté emncore a Dublin que le
paflage fe devoit tenter aux endroits fufdits, et jamais il n’entra dans
Pefprit de quy que ce fut de propofer Athlone pour I’y tenter, jufqua’ ce
qu'un certain ingenieur Frangois, qui avoit deferté des Irois 'année pre-
cedante, en fift ouverture a Monfieur le Duc de Virtemberg, comme je
toucheray enfuite. Cepandant Monfieur de Ghinckle envoya ordre lors
qu’il partit de Dublin pour Molingar au Duc de Virtemberg de mouvoir
doucement avec fon corps prenant le chemin de Caikall, et Tharles vers
Rofcrea, et manda Monfieur de Tetau, General Major de linfanterie
Danoife, aupres du luy a Dublin, ou il fut mis en defliberation fi on devoit
laiffer Balimer bloqué fans ’amufer a le prendre, ou bien par la prife de
ce fort faire 'ouverture de la campaigne ; la raifon pour la blocade fut qu’il
nous pourroit arrefter quelques jours quy feroit autant de temps gayné
pour les ennemys, et pour Pattaque (qu'y I'emporta) que ce feroit un
affront et de mauvais example de pafler une bicoque comme celle la avec
un armée Royalle fans la prendre, outre quelle incommoderoit fort nos
convoys fi bien qu’on refolut de commancer par cette attaque.

Monfieur de Ghinckle, ayant donné les ordres qu'il crut neceflaires a
Dublin, en partit le 29 de May, et arriva a Molingar le lendemain a vers
le midy, accompaynée de Monfieur Tetau et moy. Dans cette marche je re-
marquay que nous eftions pas afles pourveus de chevaux pour l’artillierie,
parcequ’on ne la puft trainer de Dublin a Molingar que par les renvoye
des chevaux, et fus fort furpris de voir une place dont on faifoit cas, comme
une magafin de munitions de guerre et de bouche, d’ou 'armée devoit
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uniquement fubfifter, n’y ayant point d’autre communication de ce cofté-la
entre elle et Dublin, fource de tous nos fecours, ouverte par tout comme
un village, et ne pouvois pas empecher d’en tefmoigner mon eftonement a
Monfieur de Ghinckle le priant pendant qu’on {arreftroit la qu’il ordonna
des deftachments de l'infanterie quy {’y trouvoit defja pour travailler a
quelque efpece de clofture quy la mit aucunement hors d’infulte ; jugeant
quil ne faloit pas long travail pour 'affurer contre un ennemy que ’auroit
foufferte defja quelques mois fi pres de luy dans cet eftat fans Pavoir vifitée
quoy qu'il n’y eut dedans qu’un regiment qui ne faifoit pas 300 hommes
capables de fervice. L’on conftruit donc quelque chofe pour enfermer com-
prenant les pieces qu'on y avoit defja conftruites, quoy qu’apres tout on
Pavoit laiffée fort infultable, ny ayant travaillié que trois a quatre jours,
lors qu'il fut refolu apres la junétion de Monfieur Douglas de marcher a
Balimer avec un corps d’environ neuf a dix-mille hommes; j’etois d’opi-
nion d’attendre quelquy peu de jours pour metre cette place en quelque
eftat qu’on ne la puft pas emporter d’amblée, pandant qu’on feroit approcher
le corps que commandoit le Duc de Virtemberg, parce dis-je que les enne-
mis eftans maiftres de tous les guays et ponts du Shanon (favorifés du pais)
apparemment bien informés de toutes nos marches au lieu que nous n’avions
nul avis certain de leur eftat prefant, ils pourroyent, (nous trouvans feparés
par cinque a fix marches) pafler ledit fleuve avec toutes leurs forces pour
nous forcer Pun ou l'autre de ces corps feparament au combat, ou au-
moins nous tellament feparer que pour eviter un combat fi inegale, il n’y
auroit point d’autre remede que de nous retirer vers Dublin, comme le
Duc feroit oblige de faire autant vers Kilkenie, pour de cette maniere
chercher le moyen de fo joyndre en feureté. Ajouftons que fi nous laiffions
ce pofte fi mal afluré, d’abord que nous prendrions le chemin de Melicks
et Banaker, les ennemis pourroient faire paffer des troupes par Athlone ou
Lanfboroegh pour nous I’enlever, cela non obftant ceux quy pretendoient
gaigner du tems par cette marche, fouftenans qu’il ne falloit pas appre-
hender des entreprifes de cette nature des Irois I'emporterent, fi bien

que nous voila devant Balimer, fort de fituation mais mal fortifié eftans
' T
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arrivés tard devant ce fort I'on ne peut rien faire ce jour la que camper,
le lendemain Pon tira du canon et deux petits mortiers, et I’on fit metre
dans le lac quatre batteux aveque quelques pontons, pour les attaquer par
eau, aufly bien qu’au travers d'un marais en comblant les foflés de fafcines,
et par la tefle couverte d’une tenaille flanquée et palliffadée, ou 'on avoit
fait brefche, cet appareil fift chanter la garnifon quy fe rendit a difcretion.

Jay remarqué que de ce cofté-la il n’y avoit nul magazin que celuy de
Molingar entre Dublin, (fource de tous nos {ecours d’argent, de vivres, et
de munitions de guerre) et ’armée, ny aucune communication entr'eux
que cette place, julqu’a la prife de Balimer ou il ni avoit la moindre com-
modité pour loger un magasin, fi bien que tout fon utilité confiftoit em ce
qu'on avoit privé les ennemis d’'un pofte d’en ils auroyent incommodé
nofire communication avec Molingar et Dublin, et d'en avoir fi pres
D’ Athlone pour favorifer nos convoys de ces deux lieux, d’abord que nous
aurions eftablie la communication pres d’Athlone fur le Shanon.

Avant que pafler outre difons un mot fur le fujet des magazins et de leur
utilité ; comme toutes les operations de la campagne dependent de ce qu’il
v en ait de bien fournis, et tellement logés pour la commodité de 'armée,
quelle ne manque jamais de vivres ni de munitions de guerre, il femble
d’une neceflité indifpenfable qu’un chef d’armée fe forme de bonne heure
un projet ou plan general de tout ce qu’il peut raifonablement fe propofer
de pouvoir entreprendre durant la campagne, par ou cemmencer ou finir,
afin que fi le pais dont il fe trouve maiftre ne luy fournit pas des lieux de
feureté qui 'accomodent pour loger fes munitions felon ledit plan, il tra-
vaille pendant I'hyver de {’en pourvoir et remplir, {oit en fortifiant ou
* en enlevant des ennemis ; d’autant que fans une providance toute fpeeiale
de Dieu, telle qui accompagneit les armes de leurs Majeftés cette cam-
pagne-ci en Irelande, d’abord que fes fecowrs manquent il faut quitter
tout penfée d’entreprenre fur les ennemis, quelque avancé qu'on fe trouve
dans fon deflein. Suivant Papinion d’une certaine perfonne laquells, vou-
lant fignifier la neceffité indifpenfable de eette partie de la conduite d’un
General, dit qu'une armée oft. wn animal lequel il fout commencer a former
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par le ventre, voulant donner a entendre par la il n’y a rien plus a faire
que de les ramener ou ils en puiffent eftre fecourus, ce qui ne fe peut fans
grand deftriment du fervice.

Rstournons a cette heure a noftre recit qui nous fournira les occafions
d’en remarquer d’avantage la neceflité, parceque cette feule manque nous
penfa faire perdre la campagne fans la benediétion d’en haut qui a {upplée
a tout defaut.

Apres la prife de Balimer il fut confulté i 'on devoit faire avancer le
Duc de Virtemberg de ce cfté-la, ou bien luy envoyer ordre de {’arefter a
Balibog a fix milles du pont de Banaker, la plus part des Generaux furent
pour le laiffer pres de ce paflage pour ne luy pes faire faire le chemin deux
fois, a quoy je m’opofay, donnant mes raifons par efcrit comme {*enfuit.

Que l'experiance a fouvent fait voire le danger de trop meprifer les
ennemis ; que pour appliquer cette doétrine a nos profjires circonftances, il
pourroit eftre de mauvaife confequance de fuppofer les ennemis que nous
avons en tefte fi abattus et here d’eftat que de ne rien ofer entreprendre
fur un corps de neuf a dix mille hommes en cas qu'ils ayent toutes leurs
troupes enfemble et qu'on leur en prete I'occafion, qu’en fe tenant feparé
de trois a quatre marches un General accort et entendu au metier, dont
toutes les troupes connoiffent parfaitement bien le terrain, pourroit eftudier
et f’en procurer I'occafion.

Que nous ne pouvons pas nous fier tellement fur les avis que nous
puiffions avoir de Peftat des ennemis, de I'autre cofté du Shanon que d’en
faire la regle de nos mefures.

Que, noftre refolution eftant de tenter le paflage du Shanon a Banaker
ou Melicks, nous devions, pour en furprendre les ennemis, faire paroiftre
toute autre chofe a leur jugement plufiot que ce deffein-la.

Que les ennemis eftans avertis du mouvement du Duc de Virtemberg
vers Streanifton a trois ou quatre milles de Balimer, dans le mefme tems
que le General {e mit devant ce fort, voyant le dit Duc fur la reduion
de Balimer {arrefter tout court fur le droit chemin de ’armée a Banaker,
en conclueront naturellement que noftre principal deflein pour le paflage

du Shanon eft formé de ce cofté-la et I’y oppoferont.
3
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Que la junétion du Duc avec le General pres de Balimer, et enfuite
un campement de toute 'armée enfemble dans les voifinage d’Athlone,
leur donneroit apparement une autre penfée, et attireroit le gros de leurs
troupes ou ils apprehenderoient le plus notre deflein de tenter le paflage.

Que Parmée tout en corps ayant fait le dit mouvement, et pouflans
def partis du cofté de Lanfboro ou il y avoit, outre le pont, un bon giay,
aufly bien que poftant des gardes pres d’Athlone pour cacher les fuivans
mouvemens aux ennemis, et faifant reconnoiftre des endroits pres de
cette derniere place propres pour jetter un pont fur le Shanon pourroit
tellement amufer les ennemis que par une fubite marche de nuit avec la
moitié des troupes par le grand chemin d’Athlone a Limerick, moyenant
qu'il foit practicable avec l’attirail neceflaire I'on paffat le Shanon fans
oppofition confiderable, ou a I'aide des chevaux de frife et par un dilligent
travail, Pon fe mettroit en moins de rien en eftat d’attendre la junétion
du refte de 'armée (qui auroit refte jusqu’au lendemain dans le voifinage
d’Athlone pour amufer les ennemis et leur defrober cette marche,) fans
coure aucun rifque.

Et finalement, qu’en tout cas la junétion des troupes nous mettroit en
repos, en privant les ennemis de ’occafion de former quantité des defleins
auquels noftre feparation leur ferviroit de fondement, dont, par malheur et
la connoiffance exaéte qu’ils avoyent du pais, quelqu’un pourroit reuflir au
defavantage des armes et du fervice de leurs Majeftes.

Enfin la junétion fut refolue, a quatre milles de Balimere fur le chemin
d’Athlone, et le Duc {*eftant avancé jufqu’a Streamfton, vint avec quelques
officiers entre autres le Marquis de la Foreft trouver le General encor campé
pres de Belimere. A cette entreveiie le dit la Foreft propofe le fentiment
d’un certain ingenieur Frangois, lequel avoit comme il dit Pannée d’aupar-
avant travaille aux fortifications d’ Athlone, c’eft qu’il fouftenoit qu'il y avoit
de noftre cofte de la Riviere des hauteurs d’ou ’on voyoit tous les endroits
de la ville de dela, fi bien qu’un nombre capable de la defendre ne pour-
roit pas {’y tenir acouvert de noftre feu, il dit aufly qu’il y avoit un guay
au deflous et tout pres du pont par ou il voyoit pafler fouvent des foldats,
mais ne {cavoit pas dire combien il y en pouvoit pafler de front.
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“.De la a deux jours Parmée mouvant de Balimore et de Streamfton en
mefme temps fe joignit, et marcha le lendemain en corps jufqu'a deux
milles d’Athlone, d’ou de bon matin le General Major Tetau fut deftaché
avec quatre regimens d’infanterie et quelque cavalerie et dragons pour
fe pofter audefla de tous les deffiles, lequel fut fuivy de pres du general et
du Duc de Virtemberg ; cepandant le pais eftant ferré, et trouvant qu’il ny
avoit que peu d’infanterie paffée devant, en cas que les ennemis par avan-
ture euflent fait pafler de noftre cofté quelque nombre confiderable de
leurs troupes pour nous difputer les avenués de cette place, j’avanceay
a grand pas avec la refte de I'infanterie, lorfque le feu de nos efcarmou-
cheurs me le fit redoubler, meme le General ne fachant de quelle force
les ennemis {’y pourroient trouver, envoya pour nous faire hafter voyant
les ennemis faifant contenance de luy vouloir difputer les Hayes et ri-
deaux qu’y eftyoient pres de la ville, defquells touts fois Monfieur de Tetau
les chafla dans leur place et, ’en empara fans autre fecours.

L’efcarmouche paflée, et les ennemis chaflés dans leur place, 'on marqua
aux troupes un peu loin de la place comme on n’avoit pas refolu de ce
qu'on y devoit entreprendre, quoy qu’il femble qu’on fe fut trop approché
pour une feinte feulement de ce cofté la, tout noftre camp eftant expofé
a la veux des ennemis. Cette nuit je relevay Monfieur de Tetau, et Pon
refolut de faire une batterie de huit pieces de vingt-quatre livres pour faire
breche, ce quy fut executé avant cinque heures apres midy du lendemain,
suquel temps P’on refolut de donner l'affaut a la breche quoy qu’entre elle
et la batterie le fpace de trois cents pas, il n’y eut point de couverte qu’un
chemin pavé quy tiroit vers une porte a la droite dela dite breche. Comme
cette action fut refolue pendant mon tour de commandement, je la
commanday, et avec moy les brigadiers Stuart et Vitkimhof, les regi-
ments eftants ceux de Stuart Anglois et Vitkimhof Danois, fouftenus
de celluy de Bruer Anglois et de Naflau Holandois. L'attaque devoit
commencer par deux cents grenadiers commandées de toute I'armee, dont
ayant fait la difpofition, j'ordonnay aux grenadiers de couler le long du
pavé fufdit jufqu’a ce qu’ils fuffent vis avis dela breche a fin de n’etre pas
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800 pas expofes au feu des deux villes ; ordonnant a Stuart avec fon regi-
ment de fouftenir les dits grenadiers, lequel fut fuivy du regiment Danois,
puis de Bruér fuivy de Naflau. Ayant donc expliqué les ordres a tous
fort diftinétement et fait partir les grenadiers, je me mis fur la batterie a
pied pour voir comme cela {e fuivroit, afin qu'ayant une veue de tout, je
pufle accourir ou ma prefance feroit le plus requiffe, et ny fus pas un
moment 'orfqu’ayant remarqué [que] la tefte non feulement avoit pris le
chemin trop ala droite, mais que le Lieutenant avec trente grenadiers quy
marchoit a la tefte des grenadiers {’arreftoit guere loin de la breche dont
les ennemis commencoient a prendre cceur et paroifire plus ouvertement
fur la breche, j’acourus viftement au regiment de Bruer, quy fuivoit les deux
autres a la file, et ayant pris le premier Capitaine que je rencontray par
la main fans m’amufer a courir a la tefte, luy montré par ou il devoit pouffer
a la courfe droite a la brefche, le faifant fuivre de tout ce qu'il y avoit
derriere luy du regiment, par ou, quoy qu’il fuft le troifieme regiment, fut
avec les premiers a la brefche. Puis apres je pouflay aux autres regiments
qui eftoient devant, lefquels par ce mouvement d’une partie de Bruer,
commencerent aprendre le bon chemin. Le defordre de la tefte eftant ar-
rive de ce que le Lieutenant commandant les trentes grenadiers fut tué, et
le Lieutenant-Colonel commandant tout ce deftachement avoit regeu
un coup dans le genouil quy le mit par terre, ce que le Briguadier Steuart
ayant remarque, {>avancea avec fon regiment, pouflent en me{me tems avec
le regiment de Bruer dans la brefche, et pourfuivant les ennemis jufqu’au
bout du pont entre les deux villes, ou il regeut un coup de moufquet quy
luy fracafla le bras ; de forte qu’il fut mis hors de combat pour le refle de
cette campagne, quy fut une perte pour le fervice, eftant brave homme, et
tres affetioné et attaché a l'intereft de leurs Majeflés, 'on remarqua que
beaucoup des ennemis fe retirerent par le guay cy deffus mentionné au
deflous de pont ce quy nous obligea de faire de logemens contre i celluy
aufly bien qu’an bout du pont n’y ayant encore aucun deflein formé de pro-
fiter de cette action pour attaquer par la Pautre ville, il eft certain que fi nous
avions a noftre arrivée pres d’Athlone nos pontons avec nous que nous
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aurions pu paffer la riviere au deflus de la ville avant que ’armée enne-
mie campée a Balinofloe 10 a 12 milles d’Athlone, {*y fut pu oppofer, n’y-
ayant que peu de troupes en mefchant ordre qu’on avoit d’abord fait, def-
camper par quelques coups de canon fur lautre bord, mais le nombre
convenable des chevaux d’attirail nous manquoit de forte qu’on ne pouvoit
pes avoir le gros canon, les pontons, les munitions, et les vivres que par
le renvoy des chevaux, ce quy non feullement retarda le fervice, mais
Pauroit du tout empeché, fans une providance toute evidante quy fuppleoit
a tous deffauts.

Cette ville eftant emportée, il fut trouvé raifonable qu'on ne I’'abandonna
pes, mais quelle fut mife en eftat d'y laiffer le gros canon et tout ce quy
pouroit embarraffer a la marche, en cas qu’on demeuraft dans la refolution
de tenter le paffage aillieurs. Voicy I’eftat des affaires lor{que le gros canon
arryva au camp, lequel par la perfuafion du Duc de Virtemberg, de Mon-
fieur Shravemore, et enfin de la plus part des Officers Generaux, fut mis
en un batterie contre les defances de I'autre cofte, et eut tout Peffeét
q’uon {"en puft promettre, confiderant que ceftoit de la terre ou d’ordinaire
il ne fait pas tant d’effet qu’aux murailles, 'on fe propofa de conftruire un
pont de pontons entre les deux villes, de reparer les arches rompues du
pont de pierre, en pouflans une gallerie fouftenue de chandeliers, et cou-
verte de fafcines, et Monfieur le Duc de Virtemberg fit fouder le guay en
plain jour par deux Danois, armés de cuiraffes, fous la faveur d’un feu con-
tinmel du canon et de moufquet. Le premier de fes defleins Pavorta par ce
qu'on ne pouvoit pas conftruire.le pont des pontons fans trop expofer
ceux quy y travailleroyent, pour le fecond I'on repara bien deux arches,
mais la troifieme nous manqua an point de ’excution, comme il fe dira, fi
bien que de tant de projets pour paffer ce fleuve avec une bonne tefte, en
cas que les ennemis fiffent une vigourufe deffance il ne nous refta que
le guay quand ce deflein fut tenté, non obftant tout ce que ceux quy en
confideroient la confequance, en cas que ce paflage ne reuffit pas a fou-
hait, puflent alleguer pour en deftourner le General et le perfuader de
fixer fa penfée fur quelqu’autre endroit, pourveu que le deffein en fut bien
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{ecretement formé, et diligemmant et refolument executé, il ne pouvoit
pas bien manquer n’y rifquer le fervice du Roy, tant ou nous voyons la
“main de Dieu fort vifible, car, que ce paflage ait efte, contre toutes les
maximes de guerre et d’eftat, il paroit en ce qu'on f’engageoit dans une
ation, ou quoy qu’il ne fut pas poffible d’y perdre plus de deux milles
hommes, quy ne laifferoit pas, tant en Irelande, qu’aux antres eftats de leurs
Majeftes et chez leurs Allies, de produire les mefmes mechants effeéts que
une battaile perdue, veu quelle pafleroit pour telle par-tout, et qu’il y eut
cents raifons valables contre, ou les favorifeurs de ce deffein n’en puffent
alleguer que le mepris des Irois pour le fouftenir, il eft conftant quoy
qu’il faille ¢onfeffer en mefme temps que de la maniere que Dieu la fait
‘reuffir Pon n’auroit jamais pd mieux n’y fi bien refoudre d’une autre
maniere.

Le troififeme jour de noftre campement devant Athlone, et apres que
nous flmes maiftre de la ville de Leynfter, voicy St. Ruth avec une
nombreufe armée quy vinft camper de l'autre cofte fe faififfant de toutes
les hauteurs au deflus de la ville, et fit achever un retranchement qu’on
avoit commancé le long de la riviere ou il logea du monde, c’eftoit jufte-
ment Punique endroit pres de la ville ou Pon puft tenter le paflage a I'ayde
d’un pont, {’il n’y avoit pas une {’y grande force de P'autre cofté, le terrain
y eftant fu, quy eft fur les bords de cette riviere quelque chofe de rare.
L’on vifita diligemmant les bords de la riviere, et tout le monde trouvant
du danger au deflein du paffage par la ville, I'on feroit bien ayfe qu'on
puft tomber d’accord, d’'un autre endroit quy n’en fut toutes fois guere
loin ou il n’y euft pas tant de rifque a coure, quel qu’un penfant en avoir
trouve le fecret propofe qu’on fit pafler linfanterie fur un marais d’une
grande eftendue environ d’une bonne mille de la ville ou place, laquelle
eftant rangée fur le dit marais, ou la cavallerie ennemies ne. pourroit pas
Papprocher, elle pourroit puis apres defcendre le pluftoft en battaille vers
Pendroit ou les ennemis eftoient retranchés, et la faire defcendre fur le
pont pour pafler la cavallerie, deflfein d’autant plus perilleux que celuy
de forcer le paffage par la ville qu’on y rifqueroit vifiblement la perte de
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toute cette infanterie la; premiérement, parceque celle des ennemis la
pourroit attaquer & demie paflée, que les hauteurs en eftoient fi pres que
le moufquet y porteroit, ou les ennemis pourroient loger tout leur canon,
et qu'en defcendant pour favorifer le paflage de la cavallerie, et *emparer
du retranchement ennemi, elle {>engageroit dans une playne commandée
de bien pres, non feulement des fufdittes hauteurs, mais aufly de feu de la
ville, et ’expoferoit a Pattaque de leur cavallerie. Qu’on juge apres cela
de la nature de nos propofitions. Quelque fois a cela je dis tout franche-
ment, fi le General ne pouvoit jetter fa penfée que fur 'une de ces
deux ou par la, ou par la ville, que je ferois pluftoft pour cette derniere,
parcequ’on n’y pouroit pas rifquer la perte de toute ’'armée, a caufe que
nous y ferions viGtorieux, ou aurions efté repouflés avant que nous aurions
fait pas pafler 1200 hommes; mais que fi c’eftoit a moy a choifir, jen
choifferois blen un troifiefme, dont je prenois quelque fois la liberté d’en-
tretenir Monfieur de Ghinckle tout feul, voyant que jamais nous n’en
tomberions tellement d’accord au confeil de guerre qu’il n’en reftat toufjours
matiere de fcrupule pour luy, lequel jufqu’a lors n’avoit jamais fait le
metier de 'infanterie ou des fieges, dont toutes fois il faloit tirer les exem-
ples pour juftifier ce qu'on propofe de cette nature; et comme on ne
pouvoit jamais obtenir liberté dans nos confeils d’achever fans eftre inter-
rompu tout ce qu’on avoit a dire, je m’acoutumois de mettre mon opinion
par efcrit quy fut icy a Athlone comme {*enfuit.

Qu’on a eftimé de tout temps le paflage d’une riviere confiderable, ou
il faille defiler quatre a quatre par un feul pont en prefance d’un ennemy
quy n’eft pas tout a fait mefprifable, ’eftant fayfy de tous les avantages
du terrain de I'autre cofté, Pune de plus perilleufes aétions de la guerre ;
et pourtant que la plus part des paflages de cette nature, dont nous avons
des examples fe font faits par furprife en donnant jaloufie d’'un cofté
pendant qu’on pafloit d’un autre.

Que noftre marche vers Athlone et prife du cofté de Leynfter de cette
place, y ayant, fuivant le deflein quy nous y mena, attirées toutes les forces
ennemis, ’occafion fe prefante fi belle pour pafler le Shanon a Melicks ou

U
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Lanfboro, tous d’eux fournis de bons quays au report de ceux quy y
avoient velcu toute leur vie, quon ne pouvoit pas la negliger & mon
opinion qu'en f{"attirant bien du blame, en cas que le paflage ne reuflit
pas a fouhait de la maniere qu’on le propofoit, par la ville ou au deflus
d’elle.

Que je m’offrois d’entreprendre le dit paflage par les troupes d’Inch-
killing et de Derg, (a caufe de la vitefle de ces corps pour une prompte
expedition) marchant a la legere fans autre bagage que pour quatre jours
de pain et de fourage, laiffans leurs tentes, hardes, femmes, et enfants,
dont ces troupes avoyent grand nombre, pour fuivre avec I'armée.

Qu’on pourroit faire fuivre cette tefte, par autant de cavallerie et des
dragons qu’on jugeroit apropos, le {pace de fept a huit heures de tems
apres la marche des premieres, et de toute 'armée dans le temps de vingt-
quatre heures, tant afin de fouftenir cette tefte qu’a fin que les ennemis,
aufquels le pais et le quays eftoyent par tout connus, n’euflent pas le temps
de couper entre deux.

Que pour effetuer le dit deffein, il faudroit, fans perdre temps, fortifier
noftre cofté d’Athlone, pour affurer la garnifon avec lartillerie et gros
bagage, qu’on jugeroit apropos d'y laifler, pour n’en efire pas embaraflé
a la marche. :

Qu’il faudroit faire ce. deftachement vers le foir, fans que pes un des
officiers feuflfent pour quel deflein, que le commandsant-en-chef; ne fo
chargeant d’aucun train que quelques pieces de campagne, avee quelques
legeres charetes-d’outils, pour remuer la terre, et des chevaux de frife.

Si le General trouvoit bon que ce fut du cofté de Melicks, que lo mefme
Jjour qu'on fairoit le deftachement au foir, 'on mit quelques pieces en
batterie pour battre le retranchement des ennemis le long du bord de la
riviere au deffus de la ville, faiflant en mefme tems un deftachement du
cofté de Lanfboro, quy eut ordre de faire mine de vouloir reparer le
pavé que les ennemis y auroyent rompu, le tout pour defiourmer leur
penfée de noftre vray deflein, le dit deftachement ayant ordre de retourner
vers 'heure que P'armée devoit marcher pour luy fervir d’arriere garde.
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Si le General approuvoit ce deflein qu’il fit marcher les regiments
d'infanterie, au nombre de deux ou trois quy fe trouvoient aflemblées a
Conmelle en attendant fes ordres, droit a Roflerea [Rofcrea], pour joyndre
Parmée, afin de remplacer ceux qu’il faudroit laiflfer en garnifona Athlone.

Que la petite garnifon que les ennemis tenoient au millieu du quay [gué]
de Melicks, dans une tour, n’en empecheroit nullement le paflage, parce
quand mefime elle ne I’sbandonneroit pas, comme il eftoit a prefumer a la
veue de nos troupes, I'on y pourroit pofter des fufilliers quy tireroient
inceflament a leurs fenefires, et les empecheroyent de tirer fur les paflans.

Que pour fon coup d’autant plus feur, le General pourroit envoyer un
certain Trenche, miniftre d’une parroife tout pres de quay [gué], perfonne
* fort fidelle a l'intereft, quy fournifioit fouvent quelque intelligence de ce
cofté-la, lequel moyenant une efcorte, et vingt-quatre heures d’avertiffe-
ment, ["obligea de rapporter exaéte intelligence du nombre des troupes
que les ennemis auroyent de ce cofté-la, et comment pofté. '

Qu'il pourroit arryver que fur le bruit de ce paffage, fi peu attandu
des ennemis, la garnifon du fort au bout du pont de Banaker n’eftant
qu'en mefchant eftat, Pabandonneroit, ou que P'oceafion fe prefenta de
Yemporter d’emblée, mais qu'au pis aller, ce detachement fe mettroit
tellement a couvert en fix heures de temps que d’affurer le paflage a
Parmée.

_ Que le dit paflage eftant heureufement reufly, il eft inconteftable que
les ennemis feroit obligés de fe retirer d’aupres &’ Athlone, ou ils n’avoyient
des vivres que du jour au lendemain, parceque la voieture leur manquoit,
fi bien qu’il leur falloit faire des frequents detachements de leur cavallerie,
pour en porter a cheval de Portunay (d’ou le dit paflage couperoit leur
communication) au camp, et que par le mefme manquement de vivres,
ils ne pourvroient pas paffer la riviere pour nous couper les- noftres, fi ce
n'eft que le mefchant eftat de Molingar ne leur en fit concevoir la penfée ;
mais il et vray femblable, qu'ils ne feroient pas ce mouvement la de peur
que nous ne les coupallions du Shanon; fi bien qu'ils n’auroyent pas de

" meillieur party a prendre que de {"aller pofter emtre Gallvay et Limerick,

.
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d’ou ils tiroient leur fubfiftance, ’ils ne vouloyent hafarder la battaile. Et
fi d’autre cofté I'on fut pluftot d’avis de tenter le paflage a Lanfboro,
Pon pourroit donner de la jaloufie vers Rachera et Banaker ; ce paffage
couvriroit Molingar, et nous aflureroit nos vivres, parcequ’a Lanfboro
nous en ferions plus proches qu’a Athlone ; outre qu'il feroit impoffible aux
ennemis de venir avec le gros de leurs troupes pourfe pofter avantageufe-
ment pres de Lanfboro, (dont ce pais fourni generallement grande
commodité a un ennemy qui fe met fur la deffenfive), pour nous em-
pefcher ayant pafl¢ la riviere, la marche vers Athlone, d’autant que par
ce mouvement, ils feloigniroient de feize a dix-huit milles d’avantage de
leur fubfiftance.

Je reprefentay, comme je dis deflus, toutes ces chofes au General tefte
a tefte, et m’offris pour en eftre P’executeur ; mais, comme il ne pouvoit
pas gouter le deflein de Lanfboro, quoy qu’il me femblaft le plus
raifonable de tous, parceque j’en viens de dire, et qu’il luy fut impoffible
d’affurer Parmée de douze jours de pain, qu’il faloit avoir avec pour faire
Pautre marche, et la fubfifler jufqu’a ce qu’on eut eftably la communica-
tion avec nos magazins par la prife d’Athlone, (laquelle, apres Parryve de
Parmée devant cette place de Pautre cofté, ne nous coufteroit pas deux
fois vingt-quatre heures), toutes ces propofitions furent rejettées. Par la
nous voyons vifiblement, comme on avoit negligé ce foin tant neceflaire,
non feullement d’avoir des magazins bien fournis, en divers endroits,
felon le plan que le General fe feroit d’en former par avance de la cam-
pagne, mais aufly d’avoir fait 'amas des vivres neceflaires dans P'unique
magafin qu’on avoit de ce cofté-la, et m’imagine facilement que Monfieur
de Ghinckle {’en eftoit promis toute autre chofe ; mais comme ce grand
deftaile d’'une armée, avec toute fa defpendance, luy eftoient une chofe
nouvelle, il fe defchargea volontiers du foin des vivres fur le Pereras,
qu'il fcavoit en avoir eue une longue prattique; et ceux-cy, trouvans
qu’ils avoyent fait un accord tres avantageufe pour eux avec le Roy, a
fcavoir qu'il auroit feullement befoin de faire tel amas de bled et des
farines, et en tels lieux que le General leur ordonneroit, le Roy eftant
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obligé de fournir la voieture dela a Parmée, comme aufly de payer le
pain quy feroit gafté, eftoient bien ayfes de ne pas recevoir des ordres
precis, fcachant que leur accord les tireroit toujours d’affaire ; par laquelle
conduitte, ces gens ont profité extremement du fervice du Roy, fans
quafy rien rifquer, ce quy me fait croire que Monfieur de Ghinckle eftoit
perfuadé que les chofes fe trouvoient mieux difpofées, c’eft que je I'avois
entendu fe vanter, que de quelque cofté du royaume qu’il tourneroit la
tefte, ’armée ne puft manquer d’un jour de pain pendant la campagne,
quoy que nous en experimentaffions bientoft le contraire.

Cependant, dans Firrefolution de ce qu'on devoit entreprendre, I'on ne
laiffa pas de battre toujours le cofté des ennemis de la ville de toute la
grofle artillerie, comme de reparer le pont de la maniere que je touche
deflus, de propofer le moyen de jetter un autre pont des pontons au-deffus
de celuy de pierre, et en mefme temps de travaillier, quoy que foiblement
i metre noftre cofté de la ville en deffance, comme fi Dieu avoit degouté
ceux quy en avoyient le foin pour toute autre chofe et entreprife, que
celle par laquelle il avoit determiné de nous rendre les maitres du Shanon.
Le General fouthaitta qu’on mit le projet de I'attaque et paflage par la
ville par efcrit, dont Monfieur de Tetau et moy en fit chacun un ; qu’on ne
pouvoit pourtant tout obferver, parceque nous fufmes reduits au feul
paflage du quay. A la fin, au lieu des quatre endroits que nous nous pro-
pofions quand on commangoit de propofer cette attaque, il fut aufly refolu
qu'elle feroit commandée par deux generaux-majors, et pour efloignier
toutes matieres de difpute, que ce feroit par celluy quy fe trouveroit
de jour au pofte, et celluy quy fe fuivroit ou devroit relever, ce quy fut
arrefté entre les generaux-majors quelques jours auparavant, en cas que
cette attaque ce fit. Cependant Monfieur de Ghinckle, par fon zelle pour
le fervice et le regard de la reputation, ne fcachant a quel avis deftera,
fe trouva dans la plus grande inquietude du monde. Comme en paffant
je puis tefmoigner en fincerité que je n’ay jamais fait une campagne quy
me fournift tant de chagrin que celle-la, voyant un affaire dont humaine-
ment dependoit le bonheur ou malheur de PEurope, et furtout du pro-
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teftantifme, maniée d’une maniere fi peu convenable a Fimportance de
Vaffaire ; car, entre nous, la pluralité et non pes la fabflance des avis
Pemportoit en ces affaires crouftilleufes, dont le General, par les raifons
cy-deflus touchées, n’avoit pas tout les eclairiflement neceflhire, ce quy
faifoit qu’il aymoit mieux arrefter par colle®tion des avis que par choife,
croyant par la de pouvoir mieux repondre de I'evenement, quoy que les
princes efclairés examinent par les vrayes maximes de la guerre (au moins
le doit en toujours faire) pluftot que par le regard des perfonnes quy
aviffent, n’y de Iinegalité du nombre pour le pour, et pour le contre;
outre qu'un general quy n’agift que par collection des voix ne peut jamais
{e propofer d'arrefter quelque chofe dont on nait le vent dams I’armée,
et par confequant dans celle des ennemis, {’il luy arrive d’avoir a faire a
un general entendu au metier, et quy n’efpargne point fa bourfe pour
avoir I’avis neceffaire des mefures de fon ennemy, mefme quant tous veux
quy entrent au conseil fuffent fort fidelles au fervice de leur maiftre com.
mum ; parcequ’il ne fe trouvent que rarement un nombre des gens fi fecrets
qu’il ne f’en trouvent quy communiquent ce qu'ils fcavent a quelques amis,
quand cella ne feroit que pour en feavoir leur jugement, fi bien qu’anx
affaires intricats de la guerre, dont le General d’armée voulut f*efclaircir
du fentiment des officiers experimentés de fon armée. Jeftime la methode
de ceux quy ne laiffent pas d’eflembler leur officers pour leur communiqaer
ce qu'ils feavent de Peftat des ennemis leur faiflant la deffus quantité des
queftions par voye d'interrogative, et leur permettant d’en faire marquant
oce qu’ils trouvent pefer, toutes fois {fans former leur refolution deffinitive,
en plain confeil, afin quelle ne foit efventée, la fecreftefle eftant fi neceflaire
quand les armées font a peu pres de mefme force, que fans elle on fe trouve

toujours prevenu.

Enfin, toute I'Irelande proteftante eftoit tellement apprehenfive du
fucces de cette emtreprife, que la ville de Dublin ne fo croyoit plas en
feureté, fi bien que le gouvernement donna ordre de baricader toutes
les avenués ce que je lear avois propofé d’abord, que je fceus que mous
n'avions pas des troupes pour former un camp-volant, quy couvrit le
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pais de Iobeyflance da leurs Majefté ; mais alors ils n’y voulurent point
entendre. : . ,

Enfin, apres beaucoup des conceils fans rien pouvair arrefter diffinitive-
ment, je vina un foir fort tard trouver Monfieur de Ghinckle, et le priay

_de fonger aux defordres qu’un affront pourroit caufer aux affaires du Roy,

non feulement dans fes trois royaumes, mais aufly chez les efirangers, luy
propofant derefchef de tenter le paflage aillieurs, {ans qu'il fuft neceflaire
de bouger de ls, qu’il ne fut averty, quon I’'auroit franchy, le priant de m’en
charger, ne doutant pas pourveu que les quays [gués] fuflent tels que les
luy reprefentois, d’'un heureux fucces et effetivement. Je crus avoir laiffé
bien perfuadé de mon fentiment, m’ayant promis qu'il furprendroit tout
le monde de ce deflein eftant d’avis d’en rien communiquer au confeil de
guerre; maie en faifant {emblant de pourfuivre le deflein, dont la plus
part des generaux eftoyoient enteftes, faire ce deftachment quand on n’y
penieroit pas, fi bien que j’eftois furpris le lendemain au matin lorfque
penfant le trauver logé ou je I'avois laiffé la nuit precedante, on m’avertit
qu’on avait fait les deftachements de toute Parmée pour P'attaque, le monde
fe trouvant fur le lieu ; et Monfieur de Ghinckle agité tant de fes propres
spprehantions, que des avis differents de ceux qu’il confultoit, demeurant
encore irve{olu de ce quw’il devoit faire, I'on le vint avertir que les ennemis
avoyoient mis le feu a Parche rompue de leur pont de pierre, quy eftoit
au bout du dit pont, fur laquelle Pon avoit paflé le gros bois ou falivos,
fi bien qu’il ne faloit que pofer les planches, ce qu'on ne pouvoit faire
quw'a mefme tems qu’on commanceroit Vaffaut par le guay, cette avis mit
fin a V'affaire pour ce jour la, et Pon renvoya les deftachements, avec ordre
de fe tenir prefts loa mefmes officiers et monde, ou I'on remarqua la
triftefloe peinte aux vifages des foldats, n’augurans rien de bon de ce
changement de conceil, quoy que la direttion celefte fuft vifiblement veue
en cet accident, quy parroifioit cafuel aux yeux de ceux quy ne montent
de leurs penfes plus haut que la terre ; car ce jour la, les ennemis voyans
de leur camp qu'on faifoit defiler des troupes vers la ville, non pes s
Pheure ordinaire d’y relever les regiments quy fe trouvoyoient de garde,
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mais le matin, remplirent la ville des bonnes troupes, de forte qu’ils fe
trouvoient en bon eftat de nous recevoir, au lien que voyant qu'on ne les
avoit pas attaqués ce jour la, jugeans comme il eftoit vray que c’eftoit,
parcequ’ils nous avoyent rendu le pont impaflable, ils conclurent que

c’en eftoit fait, et ne S attendoyoient plus a une attaque par cette endroite, *

y ayant fait relever la garde ce foir la par trois de leurs plus mechants
battaillions, comme on le fceut le lendemain par le General-Major Maxuel,
quw'on prit prifonnier, et commandoit en chef dans la place lorfqu’on
Pattaqua, Monfieur de Teffe eftant allé¢ faire un tour au camp ; aufly
leurs foldats reprochoient toute la nuit fuivante, qu’ils n’avoyent pas of€
gaigner la guinea par tefte que Monfieur de Ghinckle propofoit aux huit
cents grenadiers quy devoyoient donner les premiers cette nuit. Monfieur
le Duc de Virtemberg, ayant deviné ce quy, par I'imprudence des ennemis
et notre bonheur, arriva, prefla le General de reprendre le mefme deffein
le lendemain, quoy qu’il n’y euft point d’autre paffage que le feul guay
dans Pefperance de furprendre les ennemis, et pour leur en cafcher
d’autant mieux la connoiffance 'on deflibera de faire defiler les deftache-
ments a Pheure ordinaire de relever les poftes, et autant hors leur veue
qu'on pouvoit, deffendant, en mefme temps, que perfonne fe mit fur
les hauteurs voifines, dont les’ ennemis puffent conjeéturer quelque
nouvesuté.

Le jour precedant, le General-Major Talmath eftant de garde a la
ville, Cauroit efté a luy de commander les fujets du Roy a la droite de
Pattaque, comme a Monfieur Tetau les eftrangers a la gauche, parceque
c’etoit a luy de relever Talmafth; mais le dit Talmafh, fortant de tour
ce foir la, c’eftoit a moy de prendre la droitte, felon que nous fufines
convenus enfemble, fi bien qu’apres difner, je fus recevoir les ordres de
Monfieur de Ghinckle, lequel me refpondit que Talmath devoit continuer
ce pofte, fuivant qu’il en avoit ordonné la nuit d’auparavant, que les
mefimes officiers et foldats fe tinflent prets; je luy refpondis que cette
ordre me me regardoit pas, parcequel’ attaque fe devoit faire a mon
tour, que je ne foufrirois pas qu’on la fift pour moy, ajoutant que bien que
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mon jugement, ne pouvoit pas approuver que je ne laiflerois pas moyenant
Paffiftance de Dieu de I’avancer, autant qu’il me feroit poffible, me doutant
bien que les enteftés de ce deffein ne luy euffent infpiré la penfée de
prendre ce pretexte pour y employer un autre que moy, parceque je m’y
oppofois. Il me repliqua, qu’il en Teroit fort fatisfait, mais que les autres
officiers pretendroient le mefme raifon, parceque c’eftoit une chofe con-
tinue entre les generaux-majors de fon aveu, fi bien que nous ne recon-
noiftrions point d’autre ordre au contraire, et que ce deftachement eftant
pourveu d’un double nombre d’officiers, toute Parmée n’en pouvoit pas
aflés fournir pour les relever. Il me pria donc daller trouver Talmath,
au moins pour Pen avertir, ce que je luy confentis, lequel me refpondit
que puis que je le voulois ainfy, que je luy permiffe d’eftre mon volontaire ;
a quoy je repliquay, que ceftoit affes d’engager en cette affaire la moitie
des generaux de l'infanterie, et qu’il fe faloit mefnager pour d’autres
occafions, ou il y en auroit befoin, aufly bien que la. Ayant donné ordre
pour faire defiler le monde, je me tranfportay a pofte pour les y attendre
et faire renger, felon qu'ils devoient marcher au guay; mais comme je
trouvois que les officiers ne faiffoient pas toute la dilligence que je voulois
bien pour les renger de la mefme maniere que le jour precedant, comme
je leur avois recommandé, et que j’apprehendois que Monfieur de Tetau
n’euft pluftoft fait, a caufe qu’il fcavoit des le jour d’auparavant d’ er
a chacun fon pofte ; ayant fait le mefme maniere, alors je commence a faire
defiler les grenadiers, les faifant fuivre des autres le mieux que je pouvois,
apres leur avoit recommendé de ferrer les rangs dans I'eau jufqu’su bout
de P’epée, qu’ils ne tiraffent qu'a bout portant, et que ceux quy n’avoyoient
point d’epée ou bayonnete, apres avoir tires leurs coups de fe fervir de la
croffe de leurs moufquets, leur reprefentans, en mefme tems, 'importance
de fe porter vaillemment a cette ation, dont tous le fucces dependoit
d’ure premier vigeur ; fcachans bien que fi nous ne I'emportions d’abord
que c’en eftoit fait, nous fifmes denc de cofté et d’autre par deux chemins
defiler la tefte de nos deftachements jufqu’au bord de la riviere, en atten.
dant le fignal quy fut le fon d’une petitte cloche de l'eglife, que y avoit
x
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reftée, faifant bien ferrer les foldats pour qu’il euft aucune diftance ou
intervalle, afin qu’on eut le plus qu’il fe puft de -monde a la main en
montant la breche. Cepandant, I’on avoit preparés quantité des echaffaux
eflevés contre les mourailles, quy fe trouvoyent encore de bout dans la
ville, quy defcouvriffent dans les poftes ennemis pour les empecher de
tirer a leur aife fur les paflans; pointans, en mefme tems, tout noftre
canon grand et petit le plus avantageufement qu’on puft pour le mefme
fujet, le fignal fufdit eftant donné, les grenadiers fe jetterent dans I’eau,
menés de mon cofté d’un certain Colonel Guftave Hamilton, devancé d’un
deftachement de trente, et un autre de cinquante grenadiers; apres luy
fuivift le Prince d’Hefle d’Armftad, jeune feignieur fort honnefle et brave,
lequel je devois fouftenir avec le refte du deftachement des fujets du Roy,
comme devoit faire Monfieur de Tetau a la gauche avec les eftrangers;
trouvant donc les grenadiers tous defilés dans ’eau, et voyant que les
fuivans obfervoyient exatement mes ordres en marchant ferrés, laiffant
la un ayde-de-camp pour recommander aux officiers toute dilligence a me
fuivre avec leur monde, de peur qu'on ne negligeaft quelque circonftance
et precautions quy renverfaffent des favorables commancements, comme
il arrive fouvent a ces fortes d’attions, furtout quand les officiers ne font
pas fort experimentés, je me mis dans la riviere, prenant la droitte de mon
deflachement pour n’en eftre pas empeché, ayant cinque a fix officiers
reformés et aide-de-camp avec moy ; Peau, quy eftoit fort rapide et playne
des grofles pierres, me venant jufqu’a la ceinture. Au pied de la breche
je rencontray le General-Major Maxuel, que les premiers entrés venoient
de faire prifonnier ; et quoy que la breche, eftant de terre noire et mara.
cageufe, fut randue fort gliffante, noe gens ne laifferent pas de la monter
bien vifte, {"afliftans I'un I’autre ; et comme il y eut au millieu de cette
grande face vers la riviere un vieil chatteau de mourailles fort efpaiffes,
qu'on me pouvoit pas tout-a-fait ouvrir mais feulement trouer, Yon com-
manda un lieutenant-colonel Anglois du regiment du Prince de Hefle,
nommé Colombin, avec deux cents fufiliers, pour attaquer le dit chateau,
pendant que je m'eflargirois vers la droitte du dit chateau, pour m’enparer
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des rempards du fort, quand nous aurions chaflées les ennemis de tout
ce front quy regardoit la riviere, comme Monfieur de Tetau devoit faire
de fon cofté jufqu'a ce que nous nous fuffions joints fur le dit rempard,
quy formeit la defance de la place du cofté de la campagne regardant vers
Parmée ennemie.

Sortant donc de la riviere, et voyans qu'un gros du monde quy
avoit paflé devant fo poufloit par une rue quy alloit droit vers un gros
baftions au millieu de la fortification ennemie, jugeant que le Colonel
Hamilton et le Lieutenant-Colonel Colombin, avec leurs deftache-
ments, avoyoient fuivy leur ordre, je me pouffay du cofté du dit gros
baftion pour m’en emparer ce quy vinft fort apropos; car les premiers
des ennemis. quy avoyoient fait tefle & nos gens fortans du guay, les
premiers ayants efté culbuttés, ’efpouvante fe mit dans toute leur gar-
nifon, fi bien que tout enfuyant a la courfe, fauta les rempards du cofté
de leur armée. Il y avoit a la gauche de ce gros baftion un petit, ou les
ennemis avoyient fait breche pour relever et porter des facines et autres
chofes dans la place hors Ia veue de notre canon, ou les plus avancés des
Danois arrivant pour fuivre les ennemis jufques dans la contrefcarpe, quy
eftoit toute ouverte fans paliffades ou parapet, ce quy feroit caufe que les
Anglois quy ne demeurent guere volontiers, les derniers auroient fauté
du rempard en bas en la pourfuite des fuyards, fi je ne me trouvois jufte-
ment la pour les empecher et pofter a mefure qu’ils m’arrivoient a la main
le long du parapet, et dans les deffances, ce que Monfieur de Tetau fift
aufly de fon cofté d’abord qu'il arryva fur le lieu, faifant boucher d’abord
_ In ditte breche, ne permettant pas que ceux quy fortirent par ce mouve-
ment temeraire rentraffent que jufqu’s a Ia nuit, faifant des reprimendes
aux officiers commandans ces premiers deftachements de fes gens de
Peftre fi inconfiderement emportés d’une maniere quy auroit pu nous
caufer la perte de ce que nous avions fi heureufement gaigné avee fi peu
de perte et de refiftance, fi 'on ne fy eftoit trouvé juftement prefant pour
y remedier. C'eft pour apprendre aux vainqueurs de ne fe laiffer tellement
emporter de Papparance d’un plus grand avantage qu’ils ne tachemt de
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Paflurer celluy qu’ils auroient deja emporté preferablament a la pourfuitte
d’un plus grand, et enfin d’agir partout avec du jugement, car il n’y avoit
rien a gagner d’avantage que ce dont nous eftions defja les maiftres, fi
bien qu’il ne reftoit qu’a difpofer le monde le long du rampard, et dans
les deffances, en cas que les fecours quy venoyent aux attaques fe miffent
en devoir de reprendre ce qu’ils venoient de perdre. Les ennemis, depuis
le commencement du fiege, tenoient quelques battallions derriere leur
rempard hors la veue de noftre canon pour en fortifier la garnifon, en cas
qu’on tentaft par la le paflage de la riviere; et pour ce fujet, aufly bien
que pour relever la garde de la place, et pour y porter les chofes necef-
faires de toutes fortes, avoyent fait la fufditte ouverture dans la face d’'un
de leurs baftions, comme j’ay touché deflus. Mais deux jours avant
Pattaque, 'on avifa de metre quelques legeres pieces de canon en batterie
au deflous de la place, d’ou elles puffent enfiler I'endroit ou fes batalions
fe tenoient de referve, dont il leur falluft fe retirer de quelques centaines
de pas de la, dont nous ne remarqualmes Putilité qu’a lattaque, car
effeGtivement ils ne pouvoient pas fi trouver quand mefme ils en euflent
la volonté affes a tems pour fouftenir les leurs contre une attaque fi
prompte et inattendue, n’ayant point d’endroit pour y entrer que par une
ouverture de deux toiffes de largeur, au lieu que {’ils avoyoient applanie
unie courtine, comme Meflieurs de Maxuell et de Wachop fouftiennent
avoir confeillé, et retranchée la garge des baftions de la droite et gauche
de la ditte courtine, nous n’aurions pas pu maintenir cette conquefte
quand mefme nous l'aurions emportée, parceque nos gens fortoient de
Peau en petit nombre a la fois et en defordres ; fi bien que la peur caufée
par la furprife deffit les ennemis pluftoft que les efforts de noftres, de
forte que les Irois ayans une grande ouverture efpaulée de cofté et d’autre
de deux baftions retranchés par ou ils auroient” pu faire marcher un
battaillon de front au fecours des leurs, ils nous auroient facillement
chafl€es et fait retourner plus vifte que nous n’eftions venus, parcequ’ils
nous rencontreroient en confufion, et qu’il y avoit quantité des petits
retranchemens et des traverfles dans la place, ou peu des gens refolus
6
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entrés au fecours des fuyards nous auroient pu arrefter, et que la tefte
venant a l'arrefler l'efpouvante fe metroit naturellement aux fuivans, a
caufe que les plus ignorans regardoient cette attaque comme une aétione
defefperée, impreflion capable d’efpouvanter les meilleurs troupes f{'il
leur arrivoit de rencontrer bonne refiftance, et f’il nous avoit falu nous
loger fur le bord de la riviere, nous en aurions efté infailliblement chaflés,
pourveu que les ennemis fuffent entreprenans, fans. qu’il y eut moyen
de fouftenir nos logemens que par le guay, que nos propres gens, {’ils
venoyient apployer nous empecheroient ; mais Dieu, quy veillioit d'une
maniere toute extraordinaire fur les armes de leurs Majeftés, pourveut
a tout.

Relation de la Bataille d’ Aghagm, avec quelques Reflexions fur ce qui
la precedoit depuis la prife d’Athlone.

CerTE place eftant prife d’affaut, apres avoir faite breche fuffifante et
fondé le gué, par lequel il faloit aller a I’aflaut, 'on ne puft pas d'abord
pafler la riviere pour fuivre les ennemis, qui fe retiroient a Ballinafloe,
fitu€ fur une petite riviere appellé Sucke, qu'on ne puft pas aufly paffer
que par des ponts et gués, parcequ’il faloit, premierement, faire tranfporter
noftre magazin des vivres de Molingar a Athlone, pour de la les tranf-
porter plus facilement a 1’armée, aufly nous manquant des boulets pour
nos pieces de campagne.

Le General eftant averty tant par fes partis, que fes efpions que les
ennemis feftoient retirés a Ballinafloe, mit en defliberation par quel
chemin il les devoit approcher, ou les uns vouloient qu’on marchaft tout
droit a eux par le dit paflage Ballinafloe, difant qu’on perdroit autrement
deux jours de tems en paflant cette riviere a dix milles plus haut que le
camp des ennemis. ‘

A ce fentiment les autres objeétoient, qu’il ne faudroit pas toujours
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donner trop beau jeu aux ennemis, que ce feroit trop tanter la providance
de Dieu, qu’on ne pouvoit pas faire grand eftat fur les imparfaites idées
du pais, qu'on puft tirer des gens qui n’eftoient pas du metier, qu’allant
droit aux ennemis 'une des chofes fuivantes arriveroit naturellement,
ou qu'il faudroit attaquer les ennemis quelque avantageux qu'ils fuffent
poftés, ou fe retirer fur fes pas manque de fourage; eflant a prefumer
qu’il n’y en puft avoir dans un campement, ou les ennemis avoyent fi long
tems fejourns, fi peu de tems auparavant ; au lieu que prenant fon chemin
par Montalbot dix a doufe milles plus haut fur le meme riviere, 'on
auroit abondance de fourage pour n’eftre pas preflé de prendre confeil de
la neceffité, 'on donneroit de la jaloufie pour Galway aux ennemis qui
leur feroit apparemment decamper ou faire quelqu’autre mouvement, dont
paravanture ’on put rencontrér occaflion de les combatre; et que plus
on montat la riviere, moinfy trouveroit on d’obftacle a la pafler, et qu’en
tout cas I'on ne pouvoit pas conter les jours a la guerre fans donner par
fon impatiance de J’'avantage a fon ennemie. La deffus le General envoya
reconnoiftre les deux chemins, et fe declara pour le dernier, fcavoir
Montalbot ; mais la veille de 1a marche eftant averti, que pour certain
les ennemis eftoient defcampés, il prend l’autre, et {’eftant venu camper
la premiere nuit a trois miles de Ballinafloe, poufla jufques la pour
defcouvrir la verité de ce qu’on luy avoit raporté, et trouva qu’il ni avoit
point d’ennemis fur le bord de la riviere, ni pres de ce paflage; mais il
lui fombla defcourir des tentes a trois miles au defls. Neanmoins on
continua la marche le lendemain jufquw's Ballinafloe. 11 fut confulté fi on
devoit paffer la riviere ce jour-la, ou camper de noftre cofté, ou il y eut
des pour et des contre ; car fi on ne la pafloit pas, les ennemis pourroient
venir de nuit faifir les hauteurs vis-a-vis de noftre camp, d’ou leur canon
nous incommoderoit em noftre camp, ot le voifinage de leur armée de fi
pres rendroit nofire paflage dans cette endroite doubteux.

Ceux qui fouftenoient qu’il ne falloit pas pafler de cette nuit alleguoient
qu'on auroit trop peu de jour pour pafler, et puis reconnoiftre jufques
pres du camp ennemy, que puis qu'ils avoient occupés des hauteurs bien
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pres de celles, dont nous les pouiflions defcouvrir le plus pres; qu’il n'eftoit
pas feur qu’ils n’avoient leur armée rangé derriere les dites hauteurs dans
le deffein de marcher a nous d’abord, qu’ils nous veroient defiler, {"eftans
peut-eftre eloignés expres a ce deflein du paflage ; que noftre canon eftoit
encore bien loin et ne nous pouvoit pas fervir a ce paﬂ'age, que les ennemis
ayans choifi ce camp favorable au bord de la riviere, il n’eftoit guere
vray femblable, quils en changeaflent le deflein pour Peffet quils
pouroient efperer de leur canon, quoy qu’avantageufement logé contre
le noftre, qu’ils {cavoient eftre tant fuperieur au leur ; et finalement, que
noftre cavallerie deja fort fatigué patiroit fort en paflant cette nuit, a caufe
qu'il ni avoit point du fourage dans le camp, et qu’il faloit tenir les
chevaux aun piquet fans ofer envoyer loin au fourage au dela d’un defilé.
Eftant fi pres d’un ennemy qui fembloit nous attendre, et fo trouvant faifi
des poftes, dont ils pouvoient decouvrir tous tels mouvements, de toutes
fes reprefentations differantes, le General refolut de camper cette nuit
du cofté d’ou il venoit, et le foir a I'ordre, ayant fait affembler tous les
generaux et brigadiers, 'ordre de battaile fut arrefté, feavoir, qu'il y eut
de chaque aifle d’infanterie trois bataillons rengés dans les intervalles de
la premiere ligne de cavallerie, et autant a la feconde ligne, mais rangé
sutrement, fcavoir, trois bataillons tous enfemble au milieux de chaque
brigade de cette ligne. Le quartier-maiftre-general devoit pafler d’abord,
que nos gardes fe feroient pouflés fur les hauteurs pour marquer le terrain
ou Pon fe rangeroit dans le dit ordre a couvert de dites hauteurs ; 'infan-
terie devoit toute paffer par un pont de pierre, en cas que les ennemis
nous en laiffaffent le loifir ; autrement pafler aufli bien que la cavallerie,
partie par les gués, et partie par le dit pont. N’ayant pas pfi trainer les
pontons manque de chevaux, le canon pafleroit par une gué tout pres du
pont, et la cavallerie par deux autres devant leur camp.

Tout eftant preparé, et chaque general et brigadier fcachant fon pofte, et
ce qu’il auroit affaire, 'on commence a defiler 'armée, des que le General
ayant fait avancer des gens detachés fur les memes hauteurs qu’il avoit oc-
cupés le jour d'suparavant, eut obfervé autant qu'il puft la contenance des
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ennemis en perfonne, avec le Duc de Virtemberg et les autres generaux ;
mais comme le terrain fe retraiffiffioit par deux marais (dont l'on couvrit
entierement laifle gauche) a une demie mile du paflage, le General
trouvant tout pafl€, fans qu'on puft decouvrir aucun mouvement dans le
camp des ennemy, et ne fcachant pas {’ils ne fe trouvoient rangés derriere
des hauteurs entre nous et leur camp, pour prendre leur tems de nous
attaquer quand nous avancerions au defla des dites marais, pour nous
elargir de l'autre cofté, tant fur la droite que principallement fur la
gauche, ordonna a Monfieur de Seravemoer de faire avancer quelques
efcadrons pour fe faifir des hauteurs de la droite, ou les ennemis avoyent
a noftre veue des petites gardes avancés, ce qu’ayant efté executé, il y
tranfporta avec tous les generaux. De la il pouvoit decouvrir tout leur
camp, mais comme il y avoit devant leur droite une grande eftendue de
terrain couvert d’'une hauteur, dont ils eftoient encore les maiftres, il fit
de ls main avancer une partie de ce qu'il avoit autour de luy pour les
defloger de la, ou bien decouvrir ce qui fe trouvoit pofté derriere; mais
comme il ni avoit pas grand chofe I’on f’en rendift maiftre, et de la I'on
put voir que le deflein des ennemis eftoit de fe fervir de Pavantage de leur
pofte de pied ferme. Le General ayant tout decouvert et confulté du
terrain le plus propre, felon la difpofition du camp ennemy pour un
campement ou champ de bataille, felon que Poccafion {Pen prefenteroit,
donna ordre pour avancer les troupes, pendant que les quartiers generals
marqueroit fon terrain a chaque corps ; et voyant d’une hauteur, ou il fe
tenoit a cheval, que les ennemis faiffoient mine de f'arreter dans des
jardinayes, pres defquels les troupes de noftre aifle gauche devoient
camper, et loin d’une grofle mile de laifle droite des ennemis, dont ce
pofte fut detaché, commanda les dragons de Cuningham, fouftenue de
quelque cavallerie Danoife, de les en aller chafler, ou il arriva quelque
efcarmouche les ennemis faifant d’autres detachements a la file de leur
armée, rangée a la tefle de leur camp pour les fouftenir, ce que le General
obfervant, il fit avancer le regiment d’Eppinger, et puis voiant les ennemis
{"avancer en plus grand nombre, le fit fuivre de toutes les troupes de la

-



1691. CAMPAGNE D'IRELANDE. 161

gauche qui devoient fe ranger fur ce terrain; Pefcarmouche fefchauffant
de plus en plus, Pon crut remarquer quelques mouvements au camp
ennemi, comme [ils retiroient des troupes, furtout de la cavallerie de
leur aifle gauche pour fortifier leur droite, ce qui donna fujet au General
Major Mackay de dire au General, qu'on avoit fouvent veu des plus
petits commencements attirer une bataille, luy propofant, en meme tems,
fi fon excellence ne jugeroit pas apropos, puifque fa droite {fembloit eftre
couverte d’'un marais, de retirer une partie de {a cavallerie de la pour
fortifier fa gauche, ou le terrain entre les deux armées fembloit plus
ouvert et propre pour la cavallerie ; ajoutant que pour empecher que les
ennemis ne fe ferviffent de toute leur cavallerie a leur droite, fi elle ne
trouveroit pas bon qu’on fift defcendre quelques bataillons de noftre droite
vers le marais, qui la fepareroit de la gauche des ennemis pour en chaffer
quelques gardes qu’ils avoient avancés vers entré du dit marais de noftre
cofté, et en meme tems reconnoiftre fi tout ce qui nous fembloit a cette
diftance inacceffible eftoit effeétivement tel. Le General luy commanda
de f’y tranfporter avec les Generaux-Majors de Ruvignie et Talmath, et
de {’y gouverner felon qu’il le jugeroit apropos fur le lieu, et que le terrain
y trouveroit difpofé. Suivant le quel ordre, il fit defcendre du terrain,
ou ils f*alloient camper quelques bataillons de la premiere ligne de Paifle
droite ; et les ennemis, fur ce mouvement, eftans retirés vers un chateau
qui couvroit la gauche de Parmée ennemi, ayant vifité le terrain, et
trouvant de Pefpace pour y ranger environ quatre bataillons de front,
les fit avancer fous le canon des ennemis, rengeant, en meme tems,
quelques efcadrons des chevaux et dragons derriere, et donna ordre pour
fonder un petit rivolet ou vaiffeau qui pafloit an travers du marais fur la
gauche de I'endroit qu’on avoit deja occupé, afin que fi le General ou fe
trouvoit engagé au combat par l'efcarmouche deja commencé a noftre
gauche, ou par avanture jugeroit apropos d’attaquer les ennemis dans leur
pofte, que noftre droite puft attaquer leur gauche d'un plus grand front,
on fit aufly avancer de ce cofté-la doufe pieces de campagne pour tirer

a trois, dont les ennemis nous incommodoient de la hauteur, comme
Y
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aufly a des efcadrons et bataillons qu’on voyoit rangés fur les dites
hauteurs, et derriere des troupes avancées qu’ils avoient logés tout le long
du bas des hauteurs, et fur le bord du marais, depuis le chateau jufqu’a
noftre gauche dans des hayes, lefquelles fe trouvoient encore couvertes
d’un foflé d’eau et bourbier, ou de Pinfanterie avoit de la payne a paffer.
Ces chofes fe trouvant ainfy difpofées, le General-Major Mackay {’en con-
tenta jufqu'a autre ordre, ne voiant pas avancer la gauche qui hormis
les troupes efcarmouchantes fe trouvoient encore a une mile diftante de
la droite des ennemis. La deffus le General-Major Talmafh, qui com-
mandoit la feconde brigade d'infanterie a la droite, dit qu'il falloit dee
linftant attaquer la gauche des ennemis ; auquel Mackay, qui commandoit
la en chef, refpondit, qu'outre l'avantage du pofte ennemi, couvert
premierement d’un foflé, ou eftang regnant tout le long de leur front,
derriere lequell des hayes, au bas de leurs hauteurs bien bordés de mouf-
quetrie detaché, et derriere tout cela leurs bataillons, et efquadrons
rangés en bataille prefts a repoufler ceux qui auroient le, bonheur de
furmonter les premieres difficultés que noftre gauche eftoit encore fi loin
de la droite des ennemis, qu'ils pourroient employer la plus grand part
de leurs forces contre nous, et apres nous avoir repouffes {’en fervir afles
a tems contre les troupes de noftre gauche, avant qu'ils puffent eftre a
portée de leur droite, Talmath fe tournant vers le Marquis de Ruvignie
luy demanda fi on ne devoit pas attaquer, lequel refpond, qu'il eftoit la
a Pordre du General-Major Mackay, et prét a marcher quand il le luy
commanderoit, Monfieur Talmath {’echauffant la deflus, dit qu’il eftoit de
la feconde ligne, et qu’il "en alloit a fon pofte fi on ne vouloit pas
attaquer les ennemis, ajoutant, que puifque le General f’en eftoit remis
a Monfieur Mackay, il n’en deut pas faire tant de difficulté; tant pis luy
refpondit Mackay, puifque je le juge fi mal apropos que le moindre efclairé
au metier le condamnera, mais pour vous {atisfaire, ajouta-t-il, j’envoyeray
au General pour lui- faire la defcription du pofte ennemy et mon juge-

‘ment, {’il a deffein d’attaquer leur armée, que ce {oit fans perdre de temps,

et partout, en meme tems, ce qu'siant fait, le General aparemment
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empeché a la gauche lui fit dire, par Paide de camp de Monfieur de
Ruvignie, qu’il en agift felon fon jugement; lequel lui aiant envoyé
derefchef le General vient lui méme, et aiant entendu fes raifonnemens
il fut conclu que fon excelleance fairoit fans delaye, eftant deja pres de
cinque heures du foir, avancer la gauche, et quand Monfieur de Mackay
la jugeroit aufly pres des ennemis que la droite, il feroit attaquer de fon
cofté toutes les hayes ou les ennemis fe trouvoient logés, agiffant enfuite
felon que luy et les autres officiers generaux trouveroient la commodité
du terrain, qu’ils ne pouvoient pas encore juger de fi pres. Cepandant,
comme il eft dit deffus Pon fit fonder le marais pour pouvoir pafler
quatre a cinque regiments a gauche des quatre qu’on deftinoit contre le
chateau et les hayes, qui {’y trouvoient a droite et a gauche en attandant
que noftre gauche fut a portée; faifant cepandant repofer les troupes, et
trouvant vers les fept heures les noftres de la gauche avancés a telle
diftance qu’il le jugeroit tems de faire mouvoir de fon cofté, il commanda
aux regiments des Colonels Earle, Bruer, Herbert et Crighton de paffer
le marais a Pendroit qu'il avoit peu auparavant fait reconnoitre, et fur
fa gauche, avec ordre expres et bien expliqué de {“arrefter aux hayes
au fortir du marais apres qu’ils {’en feroient rendus maiftres juiqu’a fon
ordre, ou qu'ils viffent gaigner fur les ennemis vers leur droite, et quelques
efcadrons pafler les defilés, et marcha luy-méme avec le regiment .de
Kirck, Guftavus Hamilton, chaflant les ennemis des premieres et
fecondes hayes devant, aufly bien qu’a droit et gauche du chateau, ou il
les fit arrefter, cherchant, en meme tems, paflage pour la cavallerie, que
Monfieur de Ruvignie fit avancer derriere l'infanterie. Dans ce tems-
ci les regiments fus nommés qui avoient ordre de f'arrefter de meme aux
hayes fur la gauche, oublians leur ordre en aiant chaflés les ennemis,
les pourfuivent au defla des hayes, ou les ennemis les prenant de front,
aufly bien qu’en flanc par plufieurs efcadrons et bataillons qui les ren-
verferent, aufly bien que la feconde brigade de la droite, que le Prince de
Hefle tira de fon pofte par je ne fcay pas quel ordre, les faifant paffer le
marais encore plus vers noftre guuche, fi bien que fi les quatre regiments
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qu’on avoit poftés a Pentour du chateau n’avoient pas tenue fermes noftre
droite felon toutes les apparences humaines auroit efté defaite, et con-
fequemment la bataille perdue, parcequ’a la veue de ce defordre plufieurs
regiments de noftre aifle gauche commencerent a ploier. Le General-
Major Mackay aiant remarqué le mefchant eftat des affaires la, crut que
il pouvoit faire pafler quelques efcadrons de cavallerie, il y auroit encore
efperance, pria inftemment les officiers qui fe trouvoient a la tefte des
premiers de paffer le mieux qu’ils pouroient pour flancer ces ennemis
qui repoufloit noftre infanterie, la menant battant julques dans le marais,
leur reprefentant l'intereft de la religion, I'honeur, et la liberté des
Anglois, et enfin tout ce qu’il crut les y devoir pouffer, trouvant qu’a
caufe de la dificulté du paflage, et la veue des troupes deja defaite, la
cavallerie au commencement fembloit un peu eftoné ; mais non pas toute
egallement, car le regiment d’Oxford fraiant le chemin pafla premiere-
ment puis ceux de Vilars et de Levifon avec lequel il fe trouva, que le
Marquis de Ruvignie paffant fut d’abord engagé par les efcadrons ennemis
qui avoient repouflé noftre infanterie, lefquels aufly bien que leur infan-
terie arreftans tout court a la veue du paflage de noftre cavallerie,
craignant d’en eftre flanqué, la vinrent attaquer avant quelle fut encore
bien formée de autre cofté du defilé, et repouflerent les premiers paflés ;
mais comme on en faifoit fans cefle pafler a la filé, il y eut a la main pour
les fouftenir. Cepandant Monfieur de Mackay, aprehendant que les
ennemis ne leur tombaflent trop fort fur les bras, commanda a un certain
lieutenant-colonel de pafler avec fon efcadron plus pres de chateau, ou
il n’y avoit plus de feu a effuier que la ou il en faifoit pafler les autres.
Le defilé eftant hors du coup de tout le feu de chateau, de la bafle court,
et de jardinage, lequel luy refpondit, {’il vouloit qu’il paflat par la qu’il
lui montrat le chemin. Monfieur, dit le dit Monfieur de Mackay, vous
vous meprenéz fort, car vous ne {caurez ignorer jufques icy, que j'ay le
foin general de toute cette attaque, en forte que je ne puis pas me trouver
a la tefte de chaque bataillon et efcadron ; mais pour vous faire voir que
j'ofe montrer le chemin, partout ou je commande des troupes, (fe pouflant
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a la tefte de Pefcadron,) dit, fuivez moy donc ; et voulant fauter le foffe,
ou eftang fufdit qui n’eftoit pas fort large, fon cheval {’embourba du
cofté des ennemis, et Pefcadron fe retirant fans {arrefter pour favorifer
{a retraite, le laiffa feul avec fon efquier, qui le remontant, il fauta le
foffé du cofté de fes gens fans eftre touché d’une grele de moufquetades
que cette accident a cinquante pas du chateau lui attira. Les ennemis
P’aiant reconnu pour un officier de commandement, de la il fe tranfporta
au premier defilé et paflant a la tefte de Woully, rencontra juftement un
efcadron ennemy a la monté de la hauteur ou les ennemis avoient au
commancement de la bataille defait noftre infanterie, qui poufloit de
noftre cavallerie a toute bride, il dit a8 Woufly de marcher au pas et ferré
et de defendre a fes cavalliers de donner du feu ; mais d’attaquer cette
ennemy Pefpée a la main, crainte de fe metre en confufion, ce que les
ennemis aiant aperceu tournerent tefte tout court. Il loua la froideur et
fermeté de Woully en cette endroit, et aiant fait figne au corps que les
ennemis menoient battant de fe rallier derriere Woulfly, il avanca vers
la bauteur du camp ennemy, avec trois a quatre efcadrons qu’il eut
autour de luy. Monfieur de Ruvignie avec deux a trois des premieres
paffes eftant un peu plus avancé, il ne faut pas oublier qu’'au premier
paflage de noftre cavallerie, qui arrefla les troupes ennemis qui pour-
fuivoient noftre infanterie jufques dans le marais, celle-ci ne fe trouvant
plus poufié fe rallie au millieu de dit marais, et vint reprendre fon pofte
d’ou elle eftoit chaflée, et puis trouvant les ennemis repouflés par noftre
cavallerie, gaigna les hauteurs avec elle, comme aufly firent les regiments
de Bellafis et de Lord George Hamilton, ou le dit brigadier et Lord fe
trouvoient a la tefte. Cepandant ceux de Kirck et de Guftavus Hamilton
qui fe trouverent engagés plus vers la droite, aiant tout le temps de ce
cofté la couvert la cavallerie, (car ils furent poftés a la droite de tous a
caufe des marais), aiants rencontrés des murailles d’un jardin, ne pouvoient
faire que maintainir leur pofte en faifant feu continué fur les ennemis
du chateau, qui nous fervit de bon ufage au paflage de la cavallerie, parce
que leur feu tenoit les ennemis fi courts %ue non obftant leur grand feu,
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ils ne nous tuerent pas grande nombre a cette endroit ; mais les ennemis
qui furent pofté dans, et a lentour du chateau ne fe voyans plus en tefte
que le dits deux corps fortirent de leur pofte pour les pouffer, et effec-
tivement les auroient mal menés, fi Monfieur de Schravemoer, qui avoit
encore autour de luy quelques efcadrons de cavallerie et dragons frais,
n’en eut envoyé a leur fecours, dont les ennemis furent renverfés la, et
aufly le chateau pris.

Pendant que ces chofes fe paffoient de la maniere fufdite a la droite,
le General, qui fe trouvoit a la gauche avec le Duc de Virtemberg,
et les Generaux-Majors Tetau, Laforeft, et Holtfapel, a caufe que la
plus grande force de Parmée, furtout en cavallerie, fut arrefté ou jetté
de ce cofté la par les raifons fufdites, voyant que les commancements
de cette action ne lui promettoient pas de grands avantages, a caufe
que non feulement la plus grande partie de Pinfanterie de la droite, mais
aufly quelques bataillons de la gauche avoyent ployés ; ayant fait fouftenir
fon infanterie par de la cavallerie {’en contentant, pour encore ne voulut
jamais permetre que {a cavallerie pouflant trop avant les ennemis, quelle
avoit er tefte que premierement ne fut averty, comme les affaires alloient
a la droite, dont il n’avoit pas le veue, et y entendoit grand feu, de peur
quelle ne fut flanqué des troupes ennemis qui avoient repoufiées motre
infanterie au commencement de la bataille; fi bien que quand noftre
droite fut deja avancée fur les hauteurs apres en avoir fait retirer les
ennemis, les prennant toujours pour les ennemis {arrefta comme dit eft,
julqu’a ce que ceux fi appercevans que notre droite f’avancoit pour les
prendre en flanc, commancerent a branler, et le General eftant a méme
inftant averty de I'avantage de fes troupes a la droite, fit donner fur celle
des ennemis qui fe trouvoit devant lui, ce cy arrivant juftement comme
le General Major Mackay feftoit avancé fur les hauteurs, d’ou aiant
reconnu le defordre des ennemis partout, il {*avancea avec ce qu'il avoit
autour de lui pour leur couper la retraite; ce qui la leur fit precipiter,
leur infanterie fe jettant autant quelle pouvoit dans les marais, et leur
cavallerie fuivant le chemin de Lochreagh. Dans ce tems ci beaucoup de
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nos efcadrons de la gauche {eftans debandés, firent main baffe fur Pinfan-
terie des ennemis avant quelle pit gaigner les marais, et effetivement le
carnage fut plus de ce cofté la qu’a la droite, quoy que le gain de la
bataille fut indubitablement deu a celle ci non obftant la difficulté de
Pattaque de ce cofté la, qui fembloit infurmountable ; mais furtout le faut
il reconnoitre uniquement de la benediétion de Dieu, qui ofta le cour
et Pefprit a nos ennemis, a quoi la mort de leur General, avant qu’on en
fut aux mains par un heureux coup de la batterie de la droite contribua
beaucoup. Le General Major Mackay fo trouvant plus a portée pour
la pourfuite de la cavallerie ennemie que la gauche la chafla jufqu’a quatre
miles du champ de bataille; mais comme il faifoit deja tard, eftant pres
de fept heures avant que le combat commanca, et manquant des guides
pour les bien mener dans un pais fi plain des marais, il n’ofoit pas
debander beaucoup de fa cavallerie n’en aiant avec lui que peu d’efcadrons
au commencement de la pourfuite, quoy qu’elle groffiffoit a mefure qu’on
avancoit. Le lendemain le General fit venir tout le bagage de 'armée,
et campa a une mile du champ du bataille fur le chemin de Lochreagh,
ou il refta trois jours pour faire occuper les chateaux et paflages de
Banaker, et Prefumay [ Portunna] les ennemis ayant quitté le dernier, et
rendu Pautre au deftachement quon y envoya, et pour attendre un convoye
de quelques jours de vivres.

De ce dernier camp aiant envoyé reconnoitre Lochreagh, et apris que les
defbris des troupes ennemis avoient pris le chemin de Limerick, ’on marcha
vers la dite villette fans avoir encore fixé aucune refolution, et de la le
lendemain a Athenicée [ Athenry], a fept mile de Galway, et fur le grand
chemin d’Athlone a la dite place, ou il y avoit beaucoup de fourage.
Le foir, il fut conclu qu’on laifferoit la cavallerie campé pres d’Athlone,
et qu'on marcheroit a Galway avec l’infanterie et doufe efcadrons de
cavallerie et dragons feulement ; mais un certain officier general, qui ne
fe trouvoit pas prefant a ce confeil, aiant demandé au General V’eftat des
vivres, il refpondit qu'il n’y en avoit que pour quatre jours a Parmée ;
Pautre demanda, et {’il arrivoit que la place ne fe rend pas, comme on
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vous fait efperer, et que les ennemis vous fcachant engagé au fiege,
vinflent avec tout ce qu'ils pourroient affembler vous couper vos vivres,
qu’il faut fuppofer beaucoup fuperieurs au corps de cavallerie que vous
laiflés a Schravemoer n’aiant guere perdue de la leur, ne vous faudroit il
pas lever le fiege pour venir au devant de vos vivres, afin de ne pas crever-
vos troupes de faim, et en tout cas que gaignerez vous, puifqu’il faut avoir
~ votre groffe artillerie, qu'il faut attendre, aufly bien que le pain d’Athlone,
avant que vous puiffiez prefler le fiege de Galway? Cela fit refoudre, au
General la marche aiant efté ordonné pour les cinque heurs du matin,
de faire aflembler les generaux derefchef a quatre heurs pour metre
Paffaire qui fembloit de la derniere importance encore en defliberation ;
mais quoy qu’on pit alleguer au contraire Pavis de marcher devant Gal-
way fut fuivy, dont on fe repentit avant qu'il fut dix heures du foir, fur
Pavis que le General eut de la ville, qu'il y avoit dix-huit regimens de
dans, lefquells, quoy qu’on les crit fort affoiblis par la bataille, pour la
plufpart Pon jugea toutes fois trop contre dix milles fantaflins que nous
nous jugions alors forts, la deffus comme I'on fe blama l'un Pautre pour
avoir precipité cette marche, la providance de Dieu nous efclairoit de la
verité par un capitain qui fe vinft randre d’une ouvrage qui eftoit fur une
hauteur a la portée du moufquet de la place, dont elle eft aucunnement
commandée, de ce cofté la, lequell nous affura qu’il n’y avoit que 1500
hommes armés dans la place ; mais qu'ils attendoient qu’un certain Colonel
O’Donel leur meneroit du fecours par
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LETTRES ECRITES PAR LE LIEUTENANT-GENERAL DE
MACKAY, AU ROY GUILHEAUME III. ET AU MY-LORD
DE PORTLAND. '

Au Roy, du 14 Janvier 1690, d’Ecoffe.

Sire,—Jefpere que voftre Majefte pardonnera les fortes expreflions
de mes lettres a Monfieur le Comte de Portland, et par fon abfance
tombés entre fes mains royalles, eftant purement Peffet de mon zeale
pour fon fervice que j’aprehendois par trop negligé icy. Selon Pordre
de votre Majefté, j’ai lui envoyé les particularités fur lefquelles je juge
qu’il feroit de befoin d’avoir fes inftruétions marchant contre ces rebelles,
avec des confiderations, felon mon jugement, de la maniere que I'on f’y
devroit conduire. Des difficultés qu’on y pourra rencontrer, et des moyenes
pour remedier aux inconveniens qu'un mauvais fucces pourroit caufer
a fon fervice, comme auffly une liffe des armes, munitions et autres
materisux abfolument requis pour ce fervice, et dont nous ne pourrons
pas eftre pourveu icy, car d’entreprendre a demie, et fans les preparatives
neceflaires feroit de reculer au lien d’avancer fon fervice. Si voftre Majefté
aprouve qu’on tente une defcente par mer a Inderlochy, comme la feule
maniere practicable d’entreprendre la redu&tion des rebelles de bonne
heure felon mon jugement, je ne manqueray pas d’y apporter toute
la diligence et le foin poffible, efperant que Dieu m'y fupporters, et

_——— .. A
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achevera d’apaifer les troubles de ce pais ingrat a tant de bien faits
envoyes du ciel par Poportune deliverance que votre Majefté lui aporta,
fous fon heureux gouvernement, par mes foibles bien que finceres efforts.
Sire, je me fens obligé de reprefenter a voftre Majefté les grandes con-
fufions de ce royaume, furtout quant a I’eglife, les miniftres qu’ona ......
prefchans partout la rebellion impunement, et les autres ne fcachans pas
encore ou ils en font, fi bien que je puis dire de ma propre connoiflance
que nous y avons deux ennemis au lieu d’'un qu’il y en avoit quand j’y
arrivay année paflée, de forte qu’il n’y a que P’aprebention des troupes
telles quelles font qui les tiennent en bride jufqu’icy, lefquells fans un
fuplement du Parleament ne fcauront fubfifter long tems en nombre
capables de tenir le royaume en paix, et y mentenir l'authorité de voftre
Majefté. L’on efpere que beaucoup des membres du dit corpeclairfis de
la verité par la publication de fes inftruétions changeront de conduite
pour la fuivante feflion, car effeétivement voftre Majefté y retablit tout
d’un coup. ce dont la fubverfion a coufté des fiecles. L’eftabliffement d’un
moderé gouvernement d’Eglife aporteroit aparamment beaucoup de
remede aux defordres, les miniftres aiant beaucoup d’influance d’ordinaire
fur Pefprit du peuple. Sire, comme je fuis perfuadé que voftre Majefté
auroit jufte fujet de me blamer fi je lui diffimulois mes fentiments fur
ce que je crois avoir peu remarqué de ce pais, ou j’ay paflée tantoft dix
mois dans des embarras qui m’auroient pu aprendre quelque chofe de
~ Phumeur de fes habitans. I’on ne fcauroit a mon avis remedier aux defor-
dres d’Ecoffe que par une armée bien payée, et capable d’eftoner les
fattieux et cabaliftes de toute forte, ou par le moyen d’un Parleament
qui eftablit fans deflay le gouvernement tant civil que eclefiaftique, lequel,
avec un peu de bon fucces contre les Montaignards, acheveroit, felon mon
jugement, d’y reftablir une paix durable, furtout pourveu que les affaires
aillent bien en Irelande, comme jefpere que nous avons fujet d’atendre
pour la prochaine campagne, et laifferoit la liberté a votre Majefté d’em-
ployer fon argent et la plus part de fes troupes quelle y employe plus
utillement aillieurs. Priant affe€tueufement que Dieu comble de ces plus
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pretieufes benediétions la perfonne facrée et le reigne de voftre Majefts,
et demandant tres-humble pardon de cette liberté, je fuis, de votre
Majefte, &c.

Lettre au ComTE DE PorTLAND, du 18 Mars 1690, d’Edinbourg.

Mirorp, Dans Pattente de voftre heureux retour aupres de fa Majefté
et participation d’un paquet volant qu'une commité avoit envoyé pour
faire entendre a fa Majefté leurs fentiments fur des propofitions que je
leurs avoit fait fur le fujet de la maniere que je jugeois la plus effectuelle
pour dompter les rebelles, et en meme tems, felon mon jugement, reftablir
la paix en ce pauvre pais, pour puis apres laiffer a fa Majefté la liberté
d’employer ailleurs les troupes foldoyées d’Angleterre. Vous fcavez,
Milord, qu’avant voftre paflage en Hollande, vous m’efcrivittes que le
Roy avoit ordonné que fe preparaft trois fregates pour le fervice de ce
pais cy, je voudrois quelles fuffent deja ici, car j’ay peur que les Mon-
taignards ne nous previennent en tombant fur le plat pais en plus grand
nombre qu’aucun des poftes vers le nord, et ne m’obligent de tourner
tefte de ce cofté la, avant que nous puiflions envoyer ces fregates fur leurs
coftes pour faire diverfion jufqu’a ce que nous foyons prets d’y marcher
avec le corps que je deflein de mener a Inderlochy felon le projet que
j'ay envoyée au Roy il y a long tems, et crains que le manque d’une
petite fomme d’argent, dont la fufdite commité efcrivit a fa Majefté ne
renverfe ce deflein, au moins ne le retarde trop long tems. Il eft vray
femblable, Milord, que fi les affaires vont bien et a fouhait en Irelande
que cette rebellion cy tombera d’elle mefine ; mais j’efpere qu’on m’accor-
dera qu’on ne doive jamais laiffer les operations de la guerre dans des
differantes provinces tellement dependre les uns des autres, que de n’en
pas affurer le pluftot le plus qu'on peut, pour que le vainqueur puft en
tous cas accourir au fecours des autres de fon parti, fuivant la maniere
des combats particullieres. Comme je marquay dans ma precedante, la
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fomme quon demande pour faciliter ce projet ne fait guere plus d’un
demi mois de gage aux troupes que le Roy foldoye ici d’Angleterre.
Jugéz done, Monfieur, combien en profiteroit fa Majefté pour le refte de
la campaigne, fi on lui pouvoit rendre ce paiscy paifible avant le my
May, en forte qu’il n’y faudroit que peu de monde. J'ay sufly marqué
qu’on ne peut tirer en feureté les quatre regimens deflinés pour Ia fervice
d’Irelande d’icy, qu'on n’ait entrepris ce deflein, car les autres endroits
du pais feroient trop expofés pendant I'eloignement du fufdit corps, car
il fe fait voir beaucoup de gens fufpeéts qui fe pourvoient de cheveaux
et des armes fous main, en forte que, felon mon avis, 'on devroit prendre
des mefures comme fi 'on apprehendoit un fouflevement dans des differans
quartiers tant de ce royaume que du nord d’Angleterre, ce qui fuft caufe
que jefcrivis su Roy, non feullement de ne point tirer d’icy encore des
troupes qui {’y trouvent, mais aufly d’envoyer fur les frontieres des deux
roysumes quelque cavallerie et des dragons, car un peu de prevoyauce
previent fouvent des maux affes difficils a remedier fi 'an f’en laiffoit
furprendre a l'improvifte. Jene doute pas que bien de gens ne fe meflent
de donner des avis a fa Majefté des affairs de ce pais-cy ; mais je fuis per-
fuadé que perfonne ne lui en pourra donner des moins partiels que moy,
et je laiffe a elle de juger fi je ne puis pretendre d’entendre un peu du
meftier, dont j’ay fait fi longue profeflion dans les plus aggueries nations
de PEurope, au moins a l'egale de tout ce quelle peut en tirer d'icy, et
pour ceux qui n’y ont pas efté, ils ne fcauront fe reprefenter les chofes
eu vray. Je vous prie, Milord, de refpondre au pluftoft furtoutes ces
particulliarittés, la faifon eftant deja trop avancée pour un plus long deflay,
et de conferver dans Phonneur de vos bonnes graces, Mi-Lord, &,

Lettre ecrite an Roy, le 9 Auril 1690.

Siie, Comme j’aprehendois par la lenteur furprenante que je voyois
aporter a tout ce qui regardoit la feureté de vofire fervice dans ce royaume,
6
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que les rebelles ne nous previnflent et rompiflfent toutes nos mefures,
aufly n'ay-je menqué d’en fouvent avertir vofire Majefté aufly bien que
des autres qui ont ’honneur d’aprocher fa perfonne royalle, ce qu’a juger
bien de mes circonflances eftoit tout ce dont j’eftois capable. Je trouve
a prefant que mes apprehentions n’eftoient pas des chimeres, car ils font
deja au camp, et Dieu fcait a quelle confufion ce pais.cy fe pourra reduire
dans I'humeur dont fes habitans fe trouvent par la pauvreté de fes finances,
Peftat miferable des troupes, les divifions qui f’y voyent mefme au confeil
de votre Majefté, joint a Pimpuiflance ou je me vois d’y apporter aucun
remede, n’eftant pas capable d’entretenir un fort mediocre corps des
troupes enfemble pour trois jours fans courir rifque de m’en voir aban-
donné faute de quoy fubfifter, outre que les troupes fe trouvent neceflaire-
ment (fi Pon ne vouloit abandonner la moitié du royaume aux rebelles)
fi feparées qu'on ne peut pas aflembler un corps bien formidable nulle
part, joint qu’on ne pouvoit autrement faire fubfifter, menquent d’argent
tantdt fix mois. Milord Commiffionsire en veut tant icy a l’entour
d’Edinbourg, que j’aprehende qu'il ne m’en donnera qu’un fort petit
partie pour opofer aux enmemis, {’ils tournent tefle vers la partie meri-
dionale du royaume. J'efpere que Levinflon et Buchan feront capables
de maintenirl eurs poftes, quoy que je ne m’en puis pas prometre, qu’ils
feront tellement maiftres de la campaigne, que beaucoup de mal affe&tionés
ne joignent les rebelles. Mon avis eft, Sire, que vofire Majefté ordonne
fand deflay quelques uns des regimens de cavallerie qui doivent paffer en
Irelande de avancer quelques vingt miles de ce cofté des frontieres,
pour d’abord jetter la terreur dans toutes fee provinces mal affeftionsés ;
ce mouvement ne les eloignera pas de leur chemin, et powrra en tout
cas eftre de bon effet, pour fortifier les bons, et terrifier les mauvais ; il
feroit aufly tres neceflaire que voftre Majefté ordonnaffe le payement de
nos trois regimens, fans lequel ils feo differont fans aucun doute dans peu
de temps, et ne feront nullement capables de fervice pour le prefant
befoin. Sire, je vous fupplie tres-humblement de vouloir penfer que ce
pais icy tombant en defordre pousrra aporter bien d'obflacle & vos glorieux
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defleins ailleurs, et avoir des facheufes influances fur I'’Angleterre, c'eft
pourquoy Pon ne devroit plus a mon avis marchander d’elloigner du
miniftere quelque peu de perfonnes, aufquels le peuple en veut, pour
pouvoir fe prometre un heureux accord parmi les membres du Parlement,
leurs divifions eft ce feul qui encourage les rebells, et les fait affembler
fit6t, de peur qu’ils ne perdent Poccaflion qui f’en prefante pour troubler
tellement le gouvernement que la fefion du Parlement foit interompue.
Mon jugement, Sire, n’eft pas fort penetrant, mais je crois avoir averti
des defordres que je me figure fans un prompt remede il y a cinque
mois, ce qui m’a fait aufly prendre la liberté d’offrir mon avis a voftre
Majefté, peut-efire plus librement qu’une perfonne plus foigneufe de
fon intereft particulier et moins de fervice de vofire Majefté n’aura
pas ofé faire, pour ne pas {"expofer aux refentimens des offencés par
cette liberté. Il y a quelques jours que Milord Braidalbin eft forti de
ville, et je ne fcaurois mefme m’empecher de fufpeéter qu’il n’ait donnée
le branle a ce mouvement precipité de ces rebelles, fes proches voifins et
bons amis, et j’ay bien remarqué que Padvocat general eft des amis du
dit Milord ; mais {’il eft d’intrigue, je n’en fcay rien, feulement j’ay apris
de ne faire pas grand eftat fur Pexterieur de la plufpart des Ecoffois
d’aujourdhuy, comme j’ay mandé il y a peu des jours a Milord Portland.
Si le quartier de weft d’Ecoffe eftoit contente quant an culte d’Eglife,
j'aurois moins d’apprehention de tous les efforts de ces barbares. Le Duc
de Hamilton demeure fur ces terres, comme aufly quelques autres des
{eigneurs mefcontents depuis quelques jours il y & grand quantité de ceux
qu’on appelle Jacobins venu d’Angleterre depuis peu, de forte que je me
figure des revoltes en plufieurs endroits du roysume fi 'on n’envoye
promptement quelque cavallerie, comme j'ay touché deflus. Je prie Dien
de vouloir prefider a toutes les deliberations de voftre Majefté, et de ceux
quelle employe aux maniement de fes affaires, et de prendre fa facrée
perfonne et la conduite de tous fes defleins pour 'avancement de fa
gloire, et fouftient de fa verité falutaire a tous croyans en fa divine pro.
teétion, qui feront toufjours les prieres, Sire, de vofire Majefté, &o.
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Lettre au Roy envoyée d’Edinbourg, le 28 Avril 1690.

" Sire, Comme je n’ay point d’ordre au contraire de voftre Majefté,
et que je fuis abfolument perfuadé qu’il n’y a rien a gaigner fur les
rebelles et mutins de cette nation par la douceur et clemance, mais que
le veritable moyen de les ranger a la raifon eft qu’on les poufle vigour-
eufement, j’ay formées les inftruétions dont j’envoye cy jointe une copie
pour Pofficier qui doit commander le parti que je deftache avec les
fregates. Milord Commiflionaire, auquel je les ay montreés, eft d’opinion,
par je ne fcay pas quel avis, qu'on devroit furfoir tout atte d’hoftilité
pour quelque temps. Je luy ay reprefenté que fe feroit juftement com-
plimenter nos ennemis au defpans du fervice de voftre Majefté, lefquels
ne demandent mieux que de gaigner du temps, foit pour attendre l'effect
des fecours qu’on leur fait efperer du cofté de France ou d’Irelande,
foit qu’ils efperent qu’on tranfportera tant des troupes en Irelande, que
les ennemis de fon gouvernement trouve le temps opportun pour le lui
troubler d’avantage en leur faveur pendant fon abfance, et comme Pon
me dit que cette avis fe trouvent du gout de Milord Braidalbin, je le
tiens d’autant plus fufpect. Jauray fujet legitime, Sire, de me taire de
tout ce cy, voyant qu'on traite avec ces gens la, (dont je connois mieux
le temparement qu’aucun de ceux aufquels voftre Majefté fe puifle fier),
{ans m’en rien communiquer, dont une perfonne fe repofant moins fur la
bonne confcience, en tout ce qui releve de fa charge feroit capable de
Pallarmer, y trouvant fujet d’apprehender que fon maiftre ne fe deffiat
de fa conduite ; mais comme j'agis graces a Dieu par des principes bien
au deflus de toute veue mondaine, rien ne fcauroit tellement atieder mon
zealle que de negliger la moindre circonftance que je juge devoir con-
tribuer a 'avancement du fervice, ou des regards particuliers et propres
a moy n'ont jamais eu de part a m’engager. C’eft pourquoy, Sire, je ne
me l'afferay pas tant que voftre Majefté ne me le defende de lui dire

et redire ce qu'en fincerité, et comme en la prefance da Dieu, felon mon
2aA .
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jugement, je penfe de Deftat de fes affaires dans ce pais. J’ay peur, Sire,
- que nos trois regimens ne tombent dans les mefmes defordres des troupes
foldoyées dans ce royaume fans un prompt fecours d’argent ce qui romproit
bien d’avantage nos mefures. Si voftre Majefté aura trouvé bon d’ordonner
quelque cavallerie fur les deux frontiers des deux royaumes, il feroit
apropos quelle eut ordre de fuivre les inftruétions que je pourray avoir
occafion de leur envoyer, et jo prens la liberté de reprefenter avec toute
fubmiffion que des troupes que voftre Majefté auroit deflein de laifler en
Angleterre une bonne partie én foit logée fur les dites frontieres, comme
I'endroit des deux royaumes le plus dangereux. Le grand dominateur
des royaumes des hommes affermifie celuy de voftre Majefté fur des
colomnes inefbranlables, qui fera toufjours le fidelle fouhait de celluy
qui eft, Sire, &c.

Lettre ecrite au Roy, le 16 Avril 1690, d’Edinbourg.

SirE, Je vous envoye cy jointe a plus pres la fuftance de ce qui fe
pafla entre le Major Fergufon du regiment de Laudre, perfonne de
probité et d’honneur, comme aufly fidele et affetionné au fervice de
voftre Majefté, et les autres perfonnes nommées dans Pinformation que
Jen ay prife de la bouche du dit Fergufon. La raifon que ces Meflieurs
I'avoyent accofté de tels propos eftoit apparement parcequ’il fut deftiné
pour commander en chef le party qu’on deftacha avec les fregates pour
faire diverfion. Ces deux partis, Sire, des Jacobins et cabaliftes qui furent
fi contraires Pannée paflée, parviffent fi unis a prefant pour foppofer a tout
ce que je propofe du fervice de voftre Majefté qu'il faudroit efire bien
aveugle pour ne pas "appercevoir qu'ils couvrent quelque mechant deffein
qui pourra bientoft efclater. Je foufhaiterois volontiers que ce foit avant
le paflage de voftre Majefté avec tout le choix des troupes en Irelande,
comme l'on le defbitté icy, quoy que je ne fcaurois sjouter entier foi ;
me reprefentant le danger qu’il I’y rencontre. Jefpere que Dieu prefide
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a tous fes confeils, mais l'hiftoire de tout le pays, fans exempter P’ Angle-
terre mefme aux expeditions d’Irelande, nous en font foy; et je fuis
perfuadée, comme sufly les ennemis de fon gouvernement Pont declaré
dans leur converfation avec Fergufon, qu’ils croyent que ce ne fut pluftoft
une feinte qu'une refolution arreftée de voftre Majefté tant ils en fouf-
haitent 1a verité. J’ay pris la liberté d’en dire mon jugement il y a
quelque temps a voftre Majefté, comme aufly depuis quelques jours au
Comte de Marleborough avant que j’avois rien appris de mefme de ces
Herodes et Pilates, qui, d’'une haine qu'on croyoit irreconciliable,
{e font accordés pour perfecuter nofire fauveur, fi non en fa perfonne
glorifiée au moins en 'ceuvre de la deliverance de fon Eglife commancée
du ciel par les travaux et foins infatiguables de voftre Majefté. Je con-
tinue, Sire, dans 1’opinion qu'on devroit commander au pluftoft quelque
cavallerie de ce cofté des frontieres des deux royaumes, quelque refolution
que voftre Majefté prenne le mouvement ne les eloigners guere du lieu
d’embarquement, cepandant I'on verra quel tour le Parlement prendra.
Le grand Dieu premier et principal autheur de cet heureux changement
garde fa perfonne facrée de tous les defleins de fes ennemis et conduife
fes hautes entreprifes & la gloire de fon grand nom et a Pimmortelle
louange du regne de voftre Majefté que feront toufjours les prieres,
Sire, de voftre Majefté le tres-humble, tres-obeiflant, tres-fidelle Sujet et
Serviteur, &c. :

Smx, Il y a deux jours qu'siant randu vifite au Comte d’Arran,
§i rencontray le Milord Annandel et Rofs, puis apres le Duc de
Queentberry y vinft. Sortant de la, le dit- Comte me conduifit a fa porte,
et m’sffearsa de {on eftims ; je lui repondis que j’eflois fort de fes fervitenrs,
parceque jefperois de le voir enoore bien en faveur aupres de voftre
Majeftié. ‘La deflus il commenca a m’aflurer qu'il avoit eu besucoup
&’inclination d'aller fervir en Hollande fous vofire Majefté ; mais qu'il
n’en put jamais obtenir liberté du Roy Charles, et que fe trouvant engagé
au Roy Jacque, julqu’a Ia fin, il ne pouvoit f{e refoudre de I'abandonner
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a fon befoin, mais fi jamais il lui arrivoit de prometre fidelité a voftre
Majefté il mouriroit pluftot que de la lui faufler. Je croy qu’il ne feroit
pas mal aiffé de engager a prefant moyenant quelque honefte penfion, car
fon pere le tient court. Je crois effetivement qu'il a beaucoup d’honneur
bien plus que beaucoup d’autres qui jurent fidelitté a voftre Majeft€, afin
de mieux traher fon fervice; mais fi voftre Majefté fut d’opinion qu'on
Peflayat, il faudroit que fon commiffionaire en eut Pordre au pluftoft pour
prevenir les pratiques de ceux qui fans doute travaillent a Pattirer dans
leur party et mechans defleins. Je trouve le Comte de Drumlenrig
fort cordial et ouvert pour lintereft de votre Majefté; les deux jeunes
feigneurs efclipferoient fort tout le credit et la dependance de leurs peres
mal fatisfaits.

Lettre ecrite au CoMTE DE PoRrTLAND, le 9 Avril 1690.

MonsiEUR, Jay ecrit fi amplement au Roy, que je n’ay qu’a vous
prier de vouloir faire de forte que fa Majefté prenne des promtes
refolutions pour ce qui regard la feurreté de fon fervice icy, et quoy que,
Monfieur, nous ayons a faire avec un ennemy lequel, moyenant des bonnes
mefures feroit meprifable, dans l'eftat miferable ou les affaires fe trouvent
dans ce royaume a prefant, il nous pourroit caufer des facheries et de
diverfions au deflein de fa Majefté ailleurs, fi 'on n’y met ordre de
bonne heure. Sil'on m’avoit voulu croire nous n’aurions pas efté tant
embarraflés de ces gens-la, car je m’eftois propofé avant ce temps-cy,
deftre en marche vers eux, mais I'on a tant negligé Pintereft du Roy,
comme {’il n’eftoit de nulle confequance de lui perdre IEcoffe. Je
confefle franchement fi elle eftoit fitaée bien loin de I’Angleterre qu’elle
ne meritroit pas qu’on y fongeaft beaucoup ; mais de la maniere que les
affaires fe trouvent ces defordres en pourroient infpirer a fes voifins.
Non feulement les troupes foldoyées en Ecoffe ne font pas capables de
fubfifter deux fois vingt-quatre heures en corps, mais aufly nos trois
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regimens qui font au troifieme mois qu’ils n’ont regeu d’argent qu’un peu
de credit, que nous avons fait tant que les gens eftoient dans Pefperance
d’eftre payés de jour a autre, mais a prefant voyans que Pargent tarde
a venir c’en eft fait, je trouve eftrange qu’on en fait tenir tous les mois a
Levinfton et Leflie et a nous point. Si le Roy, outre notre payement
tourant, pouvoit fe refoudre d’envoyer quelque fomme d’argent a Milord
Commiffionaire pour fuppleer au befoin, il pourroit contribuer a fon
fervice d’avantage que vingt fois autant une autre fois, ce n’eft pas,
Monfieur, que je n’aye remarqué fuffifamment combien je fuis negligé
depuis que le Roy m’a engagé dans une fi facheufe commiffion que je
m’en fay, mais parceque grace a Dieu je renonce volontiers a toutes
confiderations miennes, pourveu qu'on veuille fonger un peu au fervice °
mon regret eft (comme vous fcavez, Monfieur, que je m’en fuis fort
fouvent plaint) que ceux que le Roy employe ont trop d’egard a Defta-
bliffement de leurs familles, ce qui me fait fufpeter qu'il y en a qui
tirent a deux butes ; car a quoy faire tant d’empreflament de faire noftre
fortune dans un pais, ou I'on n’a pas encore bien aflurée I'interét qui nous
la doit affurer. Le torrent eft rapide et grand parmi toutes fortes des gens
contre le Prefident de la Seffion et fon fils, mais plus contre le fils que le
pere. Je croy que leur efloignement du miniftere, contenteroit bien du
monde. Il n’y a que mon zelle pour cett intereft qui feroit capable de me
faire jamais ouvrir la bouche d’avantage pour me mefler a donner des
advis, mais ce principe qui des le commancement m’a fait uniquement
engager dans cette querelle mefpris qu’on tefmoigne pour moy et mes
confeils ne me permet pas de me faire quelque refolution contraire que
jaye pris. Dieu eft mon tefmoin que je fuis fort indifferant quant a mon
particulier qu'ils foyent les miniftres, en forte que je ne tacherois de
métre le moindre de fes fujets mal dans Pefprit du Roy juftement, pour
tout avantage que je me pourrois jamais propofer de mes fervices, mais
comme je renonce volontiers a tout interét mien pour avancer le fervice
d’un efprit degagé de tout autre foin que de mon falut et de celluy la,
il me femble qu’il n’y a point de crime que j’en agiffe de mefme a Pendroit

-
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des autres toutes fois que je trouve leur interét traverfer celluy du bien
publique. Ce ne feroit que des redites inutilles que de vous ecrire les
mefmes chofes que j’ay ecrites au Roy, en forte, Monfieur, que je vous
prie feullement de vous vouloir reprefenter dans I’efprit Pembarras ou je
me trouve a fin d’infifter que fa Majefté defpeche au plus vifte fes ordres
pour prevenir le mal; lequel autrement en pourra aftirer d’autres plus
facheux. Sachez, Monfieur, que je ne pourray marcher un pas avec
nos troupes fans permetre le pillage et toute forte des defordres, qui eft
fi contraire a mon humeur, que jaimerois mieux n’avoir jamais fait le
metier, que de commander des troupes qui ne puiffent fubfifter que par
le crime. Je vous prie donc, Monfieur, d’y fonger, car effectivement
quand mefme le Parlement donneroit a prefant de I'mrgent, 'on n’en
pourra pas furvenir a la neceflité prefente et toute prellante du fervice.
Si la refolution fe pouvoit prendre d’en envoyer d’Angleterre pour
efpargner vingt fois autant qu’il pourra couter au Roy, avant que les
defordres fe pourroient redrefler, que la pauvrete prefente nous pourra
caufer, le meilleur expediant feroit de parler avec un certain James Foules,
banquier Ecoflois a Londres, qui trouveroit le moyen d’en faire tenir
icy au pluftoft, je vous en recommande derefchef la ferieufe confideration,
comme 'opinion, Monfieur, de vofire tres-humble, &c.

Lettre ecrite au Roy, le 14 May 1690.

Sire, La neceflité preflante du fervice m’oblige de m’adrefler derefchef
a voftre Majefté, afin de n’avoir rien a me reprocher, fi apres tant de foin
et de folicitude julqu’a me priver du repos neceflaire pour le fupport de
" 1a nature, il fe trouve que le fervice ne *avance pas felon que je me le
fuis propof¥, et que naturellement .I'on en pourroit attendre fi tous nos
defleins, manque de moyens neceflaires de les executer, ne {“etouffoient
dans la naiffance.

Voftre Majefté ordonna Penvoye de 4000 livres flerling pour fubvenir
aux fraix du deflein d’Inderlochy; mais Milord Commiffionaire, qui ne



1690. D'’ECOSSE. : 183

peut pas refifter aux plaintes continuelles des troupes, leur en a fait diftri-
buer une bonne partie deja. Les trois regimens Hollandois, dont j’ay tiré
le deftachement qui doit agir par mer, et qui doivent faire la plus part
de Pinfanterie que je deffein de mener a Inderlochy, font fans argent et
credit. La farine que je demandois, il y a quelque temps qu'on la tient
préte pour Penvoyer par mer d’abord que nos fregates fercient fur les
coftes ennemis pour Paflurer, ne I'eft pas encore, quoy que les dittes
fregates y foient, et ne fcay pas pour quand que 'on P’y defpechera. Des
bifquits que j’ay ordonné pour la marche Pon ne m’en pourra pas fournir
le quart, et des materiaux pour la conftruction d’un fort, et pour faire
des cafernes, il n’en eft nulle nouvelle, et cela non obftant que je ne manque
un jour de confeil que je ne propofe ce qu'il eft de befoin d’avoir pour
pouvoir le propofer de compafer le deflein de la reduétion de fes rebelles,
de forte que voftre Majefté peut juger combien une perfonne qui ne le
propofe pour tout avantage que celluy du fervice (comme il en peut
appeller en tefmoignage celluy aux yeux duquel rien ne demeure caché)
qui n'eft pas tout a fait fi ignorant en fon metier que de ne voir une
grande facilité a venir a bout de cette rebellion. Si on ne luy tenoit les
mains lieés, combien, dis-je, une telle perfonne doit fe chagriner qu’on
la prive comme a deflein du contentement de pouvoir contribuer dans
fon pofte a I'affermifiement d’un regne qui doit produire tant d’avantage
pour I’Europe proteftante. Si bien, Sire, que je fuis tenté a fougonner
qu'on ne retarde voftre fervice, de peur que je ne fuffe l'inftrument par
lequel il fut avancé, et quoy que je ne puis pas facilement croire le com-
miflionaire coupable d’un deflein fi peu confonnant a la profeflion de
pieté qu’il fait, fi ne puis-je non plus m’empecher de fufpetter Milord
Tarbet, qui luy rend des vifites de nuit, qui et mon ennemy defclaré,
et dont la confciance eft capable d’avaler des pillulles de cette forte. Et
pour faire voire a voftre Majefté que ce n’eft pas fans aucun fujet que je
fufpette quelque deffein femblable, je trouve que Milord Commiffionaire
ne pouffe nullement les chofes que je luy recommande pour I’avancement
de mon deffein, tefmoin qu'il y a plus de fix femaines que je le folicite
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d’eftablir une perfonne propre pour exercer la charge de commiffaire des
vivres, quoy qu'il ne l’ait pas fait encore, et que c’est toufjours a refaire
quand je lui propofe quelque chofe du fervice, fi c'eft par malice je ne
Pen croy pas la fource, mais, Sire, il 2 un fin compere qui le mene toutes
fois malgré tout empechement. Je ne fuis nullement en payne de venir
a bout de cette rebellion, pourveu qu’on nous defende des fecours
eftrangers que nos ennemis attendent autant que jamais felon les avis
d’aujourdhuy, ils recommencent a reprandre courage, d’autant qu’ils ne
voyent pas que nous nous mettions en eftat de pourfuivre noftre dernier
avantage, quoy que j’aye les troupes aflembleés toutes prétes a marcher,
mais je fremis quand je penfe aux difficultés que j’auray de les pouvoir
faire fubfifter, et aux plaintes des foldats qui doivent neceflairement patir
par Pendroit du corp le plus fenfible, fcavoir, le ventre. - Mais comme je
ne {caurois plus long temps deferer la marche, fi quelque inconvenient
arrive au fervice de voftre Majefté de tous ces manques, j'attende de fa
juftice quelle ne me Pimputtera point, veu que je protefte en homme de
bien que je me rend tellement efclave de la negligence et nonchalance -
d’autreuy, (qui ne donnerois le petit mot de toutes qui releve les difpofi-
tions militaires fi je ne les y tenois quafi par force quelque fois), que
nulle confideration m’y aura pu aflujettir fi long tems que celle d’'un
fervice, dont humainement femble dependre le bonne heure temporel des
Proteftans. Je fouhaiterois, Sire, que le regiment de Berklay fuft en Ecoffe
pour, avec d’autres troupes qu'on luy joindra fous Monfieur de Berklay,
qui eft une perfonne de bon jugement et de fervice, tenir en repos ce bout
de royaume ; car voftre Majefté peut faflurer que cette nation eft dans
un ferment qui pourra produire d’eftranges changements fi I'on ne pour-
voit en laiflant cette Ifle bien afluré des forces affidées au fervice de voftre
Majefté. Je fuis plus en payne de nos regimens qu'ils ne defertent, a caufe
qu’ils n’ont pas efté accouftumés a manquer leur folde que des troupes
Ecoffoifes. Je demande tres-humblement pardon, Sire, de cette longue
lettre, mais comme ceft le zelle pour le fervice de voftre Majefté qui
me rend fi impatient de voir les affaires de ce pais-cy telloment menées
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a bon port que voftre Majefté eut les bras d’autant plus libres pour
travailler a la defliverance de tant d’ames oppreflées qui prient Dieu pour
le fucces de fes armes comme fera inceflament celluy qui fera toute fa
vie, Sire, de voftre Majefté, &c.

Lettre au CoMTE DE PorTLAND, du 29 May 1690, d’Edinbourg.

Monsieur, Ce gouvernement fera capable de faire perdre la patience
en Job. Il y abien un mois que j’ay les troupes que je tire de ce bout
du royaume en corps attendant qu’on me depechaft, car non feullement
nous perdons Poccafion de prendre fes rebelles pendant leur eftonnement,
mais, en mefme temps, celle d’agir de concert avec les fregates et mon
detachement que j’ay fur leurs coftés, dont j’attendrois des bons fervices,
fi je les pouvois pouffer, en mefme temps, de mon cofté. J’ay beau,
Monfieur, de leur parler des raifons de la guerre, et leur reprefenter,
qu’outre les dits motifs pour les obliger a diligenter ma depeche, la feureté
qu'il y auroit deftablir une garnifon de bonne heure au millieu des rebelles
en cas qu’il y eut quelque debarquement de la part du Roy Jacques, ou
foulevement pendant I'abfance de {a Majefté ; car en laiffant 1200 hommes
en feuretté a Inderlochy avec un regiment a Indernefs et quelque autres
petites garnifons, je pourray agir le refte de la campagne avec 5 a 6000
hommes, quelque part que le fervice du Roy m’apellaft. Voicy un
avantage et feureté bien vifible pour le fervice de fa Majefté. Mais que je
parle de cela. Soit au commiflionaire ou a qui que ce foit du gouverne-
ment, rien ne les peut eveiller de leur ftupidité. Ce feroit dur et pecher
contre la charité de condamner comme mal affectionés tous ceux qui
montrent de Pindifferance pour I'avancement du fervice, au moins quant
aux mefures de la campaigne. Voyant donc la lenture du commiffionaire
a faire expedier les chofes que je luy propofay, je m’addreflayily a 8 a
10 jours au confeil, luy reprefentant que, puis que je n’avois nulles inftruc-

tions n’y pouvoir du Roy, et que ma commiflion m’obligeoit a recevoir
2B
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les ordres, je venois offrir a fa confideration que la faifon propre pour
agir contre cette ennemy {"eculoit fans rien faire, que nous perdions les
avantages mentionnes cy deffus, et pour y remedier qu'on fit un emprunt
de 6000 livres fterling pour payer un entier mois de gage aux troupes
que je menerois avec moy, et fournir aux fraix d’intelligence et de
quelque peu de douceur aux troupes que je feray travailler a la fortifica-
. tion, qu'ils ordonnaflent que le pais me fournit de 600 chevaux de charge
pour porter les vivres par les montaigns, ou nul chariot ne peut pafler,
avec 800 pioniers feullement des provinces voyfines de Lochaber et
qu’avec cette appareil qui ne feroit pas dificile a fournir, moyenant la
bonne volonté, jeftois preft a marcher, ayant fait cuire du bifquit pour la
marche, et ordonné l'envoye des farines a Inderlochy par mer; mais
quoique j'aye pu prefler de bouche et par des memoires rien ne ceft
refolu encore. Je ne fcay, Monfieur, ce que j’en dois croire, mais je vois
evidemment que quand je propofe quelque chofe touchant le fervice en
confeil, Monfieur le Commiffionaire n’en parle jamais. Il ne fcauroit
eftre avantageax au fervice quand celluy qui en a la direétion eft hay
de ceux par les foufrages defquelles il faut qu'il fe gouverne, et ceft
juftement mon cas. Les Jacobins me font ennemis, parcequ’ils le font de
Pinteret que j’ay epouflay, les cabalifts, dont j’ay condamné les mefures,
me veuillent du mal, et les miniftres me regardent de mauvais eeil, de
forte que, comme j’ay fouvent reprefenté, j’aprehende que des gens ignorans
le metier m’empechent Pavancement du fervice & mon egard, ce dont
je fufpeéte ce dernier ordre, dont je conclus qu'il ne fcauroit eftre avan-
tageux au fervice du Roy que je commande icy en chef .d’orefenavant,
voyant comme j'y fuis hay et limité de forte que je me puis rien entre-
prendre {ans la concurrance du gouvernement. Le fujet de leur haine
n’eft pas parceque je recherche ce qu’aucun d’eux pretend, car je declare
franchement que quand le Roy m'y donneroit des avantages aufquelles
je n’oferois jamais penfer, je ne voudrois jamais eftre perfonne publique
en Ecofle ; mais a caufe que je n’y veu efpoufer nul parti que celluy du
fervice ; et comme je n’y pretend rien que de P'avancer, auffy n’efpargne-je -
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qui que ce foit que j’y vois manquer. Ce n'eft: pas une propofition nou-
velle, comme.vous fcavez, Monfieur, qu’il y a long temps que je vous
ay tenu le mefme language, que je ne renouvelle pas pour m’afranchir des
fatigues ou hazards. Dieu le fcait, mais a fin que le Roy fcache avant
qu’il quite cette ifle, fi quelque affaire crouftilleufe {’y prefentoit en fon
abfance, que je me declare incapable de le fervir comme {a Majefté pour-
roit attendre {’il y avoit des gens vigoureux et refolu au timon de Peftat,
le moindre bruit des troubles eftant capable de faire perdre cceur a noftre
Commiffionaire, dont; cette foiblefle eft accompagnée d’un autre fort
incommode pour moy, c’eft que quoi qu'il n’entend guere reafoner fur
les affaires de la guerre, il n’en veut pas croire ceux qui en font le metier.
Si le Roy Charles, ou quelque autre qui n’avoit pas Phumeur fort guer-
ierre; avoit afujetty le jugement de fes officiers a celluy des perfonnes qui
font fi peu capables de fe former des juftes idées du fervice, ce ne
m’allarmeroit pas ; mais de me voir expofé a la rifée de tous ceux qui ne
fcavent pas mes dures circonftances, d’'un maiftre que j’ay fervi tantoft
16 ans fans avoir jamais donné fujet legitime de fufpetter ma fidelité,
ceft ce que je trouve un peu trop mortifiant ; quoique fi je n’y rencontrois
de facheux que ce qui me touche en particullier, mon zelle pour cett
interét me le feroit pafler fous filance ; mais j’y connois un grand tort au
fervice dont je me fens chargé quoique je n’en fuis pas credité. Pour
donc, Monfieur, cauper court, puifque d’orefanavant Pon ne peut pas
par toutes les ordinaires reprefenter les chofes au Roy, ni en tirer refolu-
tions felon les changemens qui pourroient ariver, il feroit bon que fa
Majefté fit fcavoir au Commiffionaire, que quand quelqu’un lui fuggefie
des opinions contraires aux miennes, il nous confronte en prefance de
quelques autres du confeil a fin que la raifon des uns et des autres foient
" connues, et qu'il ne ’amufe pas {ans me fatisfaire des raifons, a retarder
mes mefures pour le fervice, ou que fa Majefté me tienne pour excufé de
tous les inconveniens qui en pourront arriver a fon_ fervice pendant fon
~ abfance, car j’en lave mes mains.

Pendant vofire abfance, Monfieur, j’avois prie le Comte de Marle-
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borough de demander au Roy f’il ne le jugeroit de fon fervice, que
pendant la campaigne j’eufle le pouvoir de remplacer les vacances, fur tout
puis qu'il faudroit attendre fi long temps pour avoir leurs commiffions
d’Irelande, je le propofe feulement, et le Roy en jugera, proteftant feule.
ment que depuis que j’ay eu le credit de lui recommander des officiers
je n’en ay jamais profité un fou, fi bien qu’il n’y a que la commodité du
fervice qui m’en fait parler, eftant neceflaire qu’il le loge quelque part
pendant fon abfance de cette ifle, je ne me foucieray pas la, ou pourveu
que le fervice n’en patit. ‘ :

Je vous prie, Monfieur, de croire franchement que je ne me forme le
moindre fujet de deplaifir qu’au regard de celluy la, eftant faché que non
obftant que je me prive de tout ce que me doit eftre cher et agreable au
monde a cett efgard, je trouve tous mes defleins et travaux fe refoudre en
fumée {*avortans dans la naiffance; car je me fois fort de fouftenir contre
qui qui {y voullt opofer, qu’il y a long temps qu’on auroit affoupi les
troubles de ce royaume fans couter de bien loin pres tant au Roy, fi
mes projets avoyent efté pourfuivis. 'Ce n’eft pas, Monfieur, pour me faire
valoir que j’en dis tant, car un autre qui fut fi apliqué fi long temps peut-
efire y auroit mieux reufli, furtout fi le Roy deferoit plus a fon juge-
ment, mais afin que quoiqu’il arrive de moy, la fuite lui fafle fcavoir que
je ne me propofois pour toute butte ‘depuis que j’ay vaincues toutes mes
ferupules pour m’embarquer dans cette interét que de Pavancer fidelement
fans donner un moment a d’autres penfées fi ce n’eft d’y implorer la
benediétion du ciel pour fupleer a tous nos defauts et faux pas. Soyez
donc afluré, Monfieur, moyenant le fupport d’en haut que je ne relacheray
jamais de mon zelle, quoique je n’en puiffe pas prométre des effets con-
fiderables de la maniere que je me trouve circonftancie. J’ay propofé
qu’on format une comitté du confeil pour vaquer principallement pendant
cette campaigne aux affaires de la guerre, mais quoiqu’il y ait douze jours
depuis cette propofition, et que le confeil {’en eft remis a la nomination
de Milord Commiffionaire c’en eft encore a faire. Je veu croire que la
lenteur de fa difpofition naturelle’ y -contribue, mais puifqu’il traite avec
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les ennemis fans aucune mienne communication, ce n’eft menquer a la
charité que de fufpefter qu’il y peut avoir du deflein de retarder mes
mefures, mais fi Milord a choify fes confeillers par nomination de fa
Majefté que le tort que fon fervice en pourra recevoir leur foit aufly
attribuée. Je ne puis faire nul eftat fur le temps que je dois marcher.
Si je ne me veux expofer a la faim, ce que je ne voudrois volontiers faire
{ans neceflité ; mais fi ces rebelles fe raflemblent, il faut que je donne la
dedans quoiqu’en arrive pour empecher leur junétion avec tant qui les
recevroient a bras ouverts. Je prie Dieu de conduire la perfonne facrée
et les defleins de fa Majefté la ramenant couronnde de lauriers, et vous
fouhaitte de tout mon ceeur toute forte de profperité, et fuis, &c.

Quoy que j’aye honte de plus parler d’argent pour nos trois regimens,
j’ay peur de la confequance, la defertion eflant deja commancée dans
celluy de Lauder. '

Lettre au Roy, du 5 Juin 1690, d’Edinbourg.

Sire, Venant d’aprendre pour certain que vdtre Majefté {eft refolue

de partir de Londres pour Chefter jeudi 5 de ce mois, et me trouvant

principallement embaraflé de ce que le gouvernement ne me prefte pas
la main comme il feroit bien de befoin, et que voftre Majefté quelque
inftance que j’en aye fait ne me communique pas fes penfées fur ce qui
releve de ma charge, et que je me met en payne d’entendre, n’ayant
" rien qui en divertit mon efprit, j’ay depeché Lieutenant-Collonel Hill
avec des inftruétions touchant l'eftat prefant des affaires et la carte du
pais, ou je dois agir contre cet ennemy barbare, dont j'efpere quelque
temps et occafion favorable que la lenteur ou defleins ou bien tous les
deux enfemble mont fait perdre mal-apropos, moyenant lu benediétion de
Dieu que j’implore fur fes jufles armes de toutes parts, de luy rendre bon
conte avant quil foit paflé que peu des femaines et de temps.

Si voftre Majefté aura le temps de lire fes inflru¢tons et confiderer
la carte elle, y verra la raifon de mes plaintes, de I'idée que je me forme
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de la campagne et de tort qu'on a de m’en empecher la pourfuite tant
qu’on a fait julques a prefant, fi bien que tous les pas qu'on avance font
contre le fil des defleins qui fe' forment pour renverfer les mienes. Je
fuis d’opinion, Sire, qu'une perfonne d’un temperament differant du mien
n’y renconteroit pas tant d’obftacles, mais comme mes deffeins quant au
fervice font juftes, defintereflées, et chritiens, auffy blaméje librement
tous ceux qui n’agiffent de la mefme fincerité dont je im’attire des ennemis,
qui le font peut-eftre & caufe du moy, du fervice. Mai# pourveu que
voftre Majefté n'en retire pas fon fecours, j’efpere que pen de temps
vuidera le differant, car fi fon fervice y eftoit une fois en feureté, je la
prieray tres-inftemment de m'en retirer. Quoique je fuis d’opinion, Sire,
que voftre Majefté doit lniffer cette ifle en toute feurets, je ne fuis pas
d’avis de negliger des certaines ‘avantages felon toutes les aparances pour
crainte de ce que peut arriver. J’ay demandé, Sire, au Comté de Port-
land que fi je devrois relever de ce Commiflionaire, et qu’il furvinft
quelque affaire croftilleufe et difficile a manier, il feroit capable de tout
gter, car la peur lui fait demander confeil a bien des perfonnes, comme
je croy et n’eftant pas capable d’enformer un bon jugement, il pourra

attacher au pis, de forte qu’il feroit bon que voftre Majefté {expliqua

la-deffus ; car. le charaitere d’un commiffionaire qui ne confulto pus les
chofes avec un commandant-en-chef lui peut apporter beaucoup d’obftacles,
furtout lorfqu’il fe trouve abfent du confeil, ou je trouve affes du credit
pour emporter une partie de ce que je propofe, quoiqu’il y paroiffe fort
froid et indifferent, car comme je n’aprehende rien que la perte du'fervice,
je parle franchement, il pretend d’aprehender un fouflevement tant au
fud &’Ecoffe qu'en Angleterre d’abord que voftre Majefté Paura quitté,
que fi je me relachois tant foit peu de mon empreflement pour la reduc-
tion des montaignards, il feroit capable d’en divertir le deflein pour cette
année ; mais. il me femble que c’eft bien mal entendre et prendre les
chofes, car cett ennemy eftant reduit tous les efpritsbrouillons fe cal-
meroient ; et fi j’avois une fois affuré une pofte a Inderl(;chy; je feray
capable de marcher avec un corps de 6000 hommes d’affes bonnee troupes
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partout ou le fervice m’appellerait, fans crainte que j’aurois fes barbares
fur mes tglons, au. lien qu’a prefant, fi j’eftois occupé ailleurs ils atten-
droient fe fondra fur le plats pais qui font afles difpof€es a les recevoir et -
joindre. Et fi pendant. que. je feray a Inderlochy, il furvinft quelque

fouflevement .vers les frontieres des deux royaumes deux mille hommes

que j’y laiffe, comprenant le regiment de Berkley, feroient capables de leur

donner des affaires en attendant que je m’accourtit a leur fecours, ce que je

propofe de pouvair faire en fort peu de temps, et laiffer ce pofte hors d’in-

fulte en mefme temps ; mais j’ay beau a rendre des raifons a des gens qui

n’eftudient que des arguments, la plus part pretendus, pour la renverfler.

Je pourfuis toutes fois mon deflein, et efpere que voftre Majefté Paprouv-

era, parce que je.ne voy rien gquy m’en deut divertir encore ; i Monfieur

le Commiffionaire le feait, il ne me le communique pas, ce qui me fait

croire que fes raifons ne font que des chimeres et les effeéts de fa nature

craintive. Je vous prie, Sire, d’eftre perfuadé que je n’ay nulle querelle

contre ce Seigneur que celle du fervice; et feray toujours efperant que

tant d’ames fidelles perfecutées quy foupirent inceflemment au ciel pour

‘implorer les benediétions fur fes armes, dont depend humainement leur

deliverance, lui obtiendront par Pinterceflion du glorieux autheur de la

verité qu’elle fouftient une glorieufe campaigne, avec Pheureux fin des

troubles de fes trois royaumes, afin que dans les fuivantes elle porte fes

armes dans le coeur des eftats ennemis de Pevangille et de noftre falut.

Dien y vueille ficher fon fceau, et ramener voftre Majefté toute couronnée

de gloire et des vi€toires qui feront toujours les fidelles prieres de celluy -
qui eft inviolablement, Sire, de vofire Majefté le tres-humble, &c.

Lettre ecrite au CoMTE DE PorTLAND, le 5 Juin 1690, d&’Edinbourg.
Monsieur, Vous auriez compaflion de moy fi vous fcaviez Iembarras

ou je me fuis toujours trouvé depuis que le Roy m’a envoyé dans ce
purgatoire, ou fi javois d’autres defleins en veue que celluy de bien et
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fidellement avancer le fervice, je n’aurois pas efté fi travaillie, mais
m’accommodant a 'humeur de ceux qui m’y pourroient affifter, je paflerois
le temps fans fouci, trouvant affes de quoi m’excufer, quand je demeurerois
aufly indifferant que ceux dont il me faut recevoir des ordres; car je ne
croy pas qu'il c’eft jamais veu qu'une perfonne qui n’eft muny d’aucun
pouvoir d’agir de fon chef, fut chargé de tout, comme je fuis icy, car
effetivement des gens plus ferupuleux que moy auroient garde de {attirer
des ambarras dont leur maiftre les excufe, au moins tacitement. Je ne
croy pas que jamais perfonne fervant le fien de la maniere que j’ay fervi
le Roy qui n’en fut plus creditée, et fi je 'avois par raport d’un autre
circonftantié comme moy, j'aurois de la payne a le croire. Que le Roy
employe une perfonne attachée de long temps a fon interét et fervice,
de la fidelité, de laquelle Pon dit qu'il fe tient fatisfait dans un pais ef
parmi un peuple tout divifé a fa Majefté, encore pour la plus part incon-
nus, et ou ceux quelle employe aux affaires de Peftat, ont neceflairement
aufly peu de connoiffance de celles de la guerre fans luy faire fcavoir
la moindre chofe pofitive de la maniere quelle doit agir, non obftant
d’inftances faites a cette egard. Si c’eftoit, Monfieur, un gouvernement
tel qu’il fe voit ailleurs qui eut quelque rotine de la guerre, il ne me
facheroit pas d’y eftre aflujeti, car ce n’eft pas la vanité d’eftre chargée
de grands affaires, et au defla de ma portée qui me poufle a tenir ce -
propos, au contraire j’en fuis fort indifferent, pourveu que le fervice n’en
fut negligé; mais de recevoir tous fes ordres des gens qui n’y voyent
goute, quoiqu’ils ’en croyent tous des maiftres, c’eft ce que naturelle-
ment ne doit pas reuffir a Pavantage du fervice. Quoiqu’en . arrive,
Monfieur, ma confciance fera toujours nette, et les gens raifonables qui
fcavent ce qui en eft m’excuferont de blame, quoiqu’il foit mal aifé de
perfuader le monde qu’il n’y aille de la faute du commandant des troupes
quand les affaires a rebours. Si je fcavois que le Roy vouliit que le fort
de cette guerre dependit du fucces de celle d’Irelande, je ne m’en mettrois
pas tant en pagne, et le prierois tres-humblement que je fuffe de la partie ;
mais comme ma raifon et les imparfaites ideés que je me forme du metier
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me ditoient des penfées contraires, je tachois de faire telles difpofitions
quelle fut achevée icy, fcavoir la campaigne, avant quelle piit commencer
la, feachant qu'il ne faut pas tant de fagon pour agir avec des petits corps,
qu’avec des grandes armées. Si donc je ne fais pas les chofes felon Pinten-
tion de mon maiftre, je n’en fuis pas a blamer, car je n’en fecay rien,
autrement j’auray garde d’y manquer. A toutes mes difficultés, Monfieur,
ce n'eft pas la moindre que nos trois regiments manquent d’argent ; le
porteur de celle-ci, vous pourra faire voir P'accident qu’il en eft arrivé
depuis peu, et je fouhaitte que la punition qui le fuivit de fi pres en
arréte le cours. Ce n’eft pas la vraye faifon de la laifler manquer d’argent
aux troupes lorfqu’il faut marcher contre les ennemis, mais patiance, des
autres en auroient fait plus de bruit, et peut-eftre en feroient plus
refroidis et defcouragés. Je feray toujours mon poffible pour n’avoir rien
a me reprocher, je ne me plaindray plus de la maniere defobligeante que
Milord Commiffionaire me traite ; il voudroit que je dependit des ordres
qu'il ne confulte qu’avec ceux qui font ignorants ou me font fufpeéts. Mais
je m’addrefle dorefenavant au confeil, et me fache que je ne l'aye fait
pluftoft, car la je trouve que la raifon prend quelque place, et depuis ma
derniere, je m’y trouve affifté aufli bien qu’au Parlement, et plus que je
n’attendois de Monfieur le Duc d’Hamilton. Il y a quatre a cinq jours
qu’il fe plaint qu’il n’a jamais efté fi mal traitté fous aucun gouvernement,
et me pria de vous ecrire et reprefenter que {’il avoit fait quelque chofe
qui parut contre le fervice du Roy, que cela n’a jamais efté fon deflein,
comme il en appelle a temoin ce gu’il avoit dit au Parlement quand il
eftoit queftion de fes prerogatives royalles, mais que fe trouvant negligé
et comme traité en petit garcon des miniftres, la nature avoit tant de
pouvoir fur lui qu'il en vouloit aucunement eftre revangé. Je lui dis
que je vous ecrirois de la maniere qu’il parloit, mais qu’il avoit donné trop
de fujet depuis la feflion du Parlement de le fufpeéter par tous ceux qui
{intereflent pour le fervice de leurs Majeftés et trop de prifes a fes
ennemis en fe joigniant a tels qu'on en fcavoit eftre ennemis, et dont

il n’avoit pas accoutumé d'eftre trop amis auparavant. Il me dit qu’il
2c
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n’avoit confulté qu’avec des gens qu’il fcavoit eftre affectionés comme lui
a ce gouvernement en general, mais qu’il en voudroit voir la maniement
entre d’autres mains quant au miniftere, et me prioit de croire que c’eftoit
le fond de fon deffein et jamais la moindre penfte de traverfer le regne
de leurs Majeftés. Quoiqu’il en foit il femble qu’il fe relafche. Je feay
bien que lorfqu’a mon jugement il fervoit bien le Roy que Milord Melvill
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