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PREFACE. vii

subjects. It is my intention to carry on the story of the
92nd to 1881 ; then to give an account of the 75th Regiment
from its formation till it became the First Battalion of the
Gordon Highlanders, and afterwards to continue the history
of both battalions to the present time.

Those who read will not require to be told that I have no
claim to be a practised writer, but I believe I have been
accurate as to facts and details. If these tend to increase
the respect for the Highland soldiers of former days, and to
stimulate their successors to imitate their gentleness in peace
and their manliness in war, I shall not altogether have lost
my time.

C. G. GARDYNE.

GLENFoRSA, IsLE oFr MuLL,
November 1900.
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THE LIFE OF A REGIMENT;

OR,
THE ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF THE
GORDON HIGHLANDERS.

CHAPTER L

R —

IT would be of great service to the author if those who have
journals, letters, or other documents connected with the 75th
Regiment (now 1st Battalion Gordon Highlanders) from 1789
to 1881, or with the services of the 92nd in the Crimea,
Indian Mutiny, Afghan War, or Boer War 1881, would com-
municate with Lieut.-Col. C. Gardyne, Glenforsa, Aros, N.B.

auuUpLtU by Liue uuverameny i consiaermy e treavmensy ot
the forfeited estates and their proprietors after the failure
of the rising in 1745, and was chietly determined, apparently,
by the use of the (iaelic language and the Highland dress.

Till 1745—* Bliadhna Thearlaich,” t as it is called in the
Highlands—the chicefs and gentry exercised almost absolute
power on their estates.  Their quarrels were frequently settled
as *“in the good old times of yore, when Buckler was defendant
and plaintift was Claymore”; and their people unhesitatingly
backed them without the slightest inquiry into the merits of

* Stewart’s ¢ Highlanders of Scotland.”  + The *‘ Year of Charles.™

A






THE LIFE OF A REGIMENT;

OR,

THE ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF THE
GORDON HIGHLANDERS.

CHAPTER 1L

BeForE entering on the history of a Highland regiment, it
may not be out of place to consider the state of the Highlands
at the period when it was raised.

The mountainous and thinly peopled part of Scotland
known as the “ Highlands” included the Western Isles from
Llewis in the north to Bute and Arran in the south, and the
mainland north and west of the “ Highland line.” This was
drawn from Bute, by the Firth of Clyde, to Leven in Dum-
bartonshire; by Ardoch and Drymen in Stirlingshire, to near
Doune, Crieff, and Dunkeld in Perthshire; Airlie, Prosen, and
(ilenesk in Angus; Gilenmuick and Edinglassie in Aberdeen,
Ballindalloch and Craigellachie in Banff'; and, taking in part
of Moray and nearly the whole of Nairn, included along with
these parts of counties the whole of Argyll, Inverness, Itoss
and Cromarty, Sutherland and Caithness, with, perhaps, the
exception of the district immediately around Wick.*  This was
the line of demarcation between IHighlands and Lowlands
adopted by the (iovernment in counsidering the treatment of
the forfeited estates and their proprietors after the failure
of the rising in 1745, and was chiefly determined, apparently,
by the use of the Gaelic language and the Highland dress.

Till 1745—* Bliadhna Thearlaich,”t as it is called in the
Highlands—the chiefs and gentry exercised almost absolute
power on their estates.  Their quarrels were frequently settled
as ** in the good old times of yore, when Buckler was defendant
and plaintift wag Claymore ”; and their people unhesitatingly
backed them without the slightest inquiry into the merits of

* Stewart’s ¢ Highlanders of Scotland.™ + The *“ Year of Charles.”

A



4 THE LIFE OF A REGIMENT.

chiefly by soldiers and sportsmen. It is the recognised mili-
tary uniform of the north.

At this period (1794) the land continued, as formerly, to
be let out in large tracts by the lairds to gentlemen “tacks-
men,”* often their kinsmen; and the smaller tenants paid
rent in money, kind, or labour, not to the laird, but to the
tacksmen, who were, in fact, middlemen, and had great power
over the tenants and cottars on their farms. Cattle were the
principal stock of the country, sheep-farming being introduced
only about this time, and not becoming general until much
later. Drovers collected great herds, and employed a number
of active gillies to drive them to the southern markets. There
was little other employment, and little money; even well on
in the 19th century ploughmen’s wages were £2, 10s. for the
half-year. Few could speak English.

The Caledonian Canal was not made till after Waterloo.
There was no field for emigration except Canada, and to get
there was difficult ‘and costly. There were no county or burgh
police, now a favourite employment with young Highlanders;
the Post Office was in its infancy,‘f‘ and the railways, which
now employ an army of men, did not exist. The kelp industry
and the herring fishery occupied part of the island population ;
illicit distillation (for whisky had begun to replace ale as the
favourite drink of the Highlanders), oak-barking in spring, or
shearing the corn in the neighbouring lowlands in autumn,
gave a questionable or occasional employment to some on the
mainland, but there was practically no outlet except the army
for enterprising young men.

In 1793, the Rev. J. L. Buchanan published an account of
the state of the Western Isles, where he had spent nine years as
missionary minister from the Church of Scotland, commissioned
by the S.P.C.K. In the introduction he apologises to his
readers for any grammatical errors, as he had seldom spoken

* Tacksmen, from having a ‘“‘tack” or lease of the lands, in distinction
to the small tenants, who had no leases. The forfeited estates were restored
in 1784.

t At this period only three postmen were employed in Liverpool, at 7s.
a week each, and four in Glasgow. The salary of the postmaster at Arbroath
was only £20 a year, and of a clerk in the Glasgow Post Office £30.—
Hyde's * One Hundred Years by Post.”
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from himself at a fixed rent in money or kind, which makes
them, he remarks, much more comfortable and independent.
This seems to be the beginning of “crofter holdings” in the
west ; but the word “crofter” is not mentioned, and appears
to be unknown till introduced from the south at a later period.
He also praises MacDonald of Boisdale as an honourable gentle-
man and a great agricultural improver, who distributes justice
and preserves peace and order among his people, like a prudent
and kind master of a family, and is loved and esteemed
accordingly.*

In deseribing the people generally he says, “ They have a
fine vein of poetry and music, vocal and instrumental; had
the language been more generally understood, the Gaelic
music would have been introduced on every stage on which
taste and clegance prevailed.” They are also spirited dancers,
using the violin for dancing in the house, the pipe for
weddings, funerals, ete., and in great houses the piper plays
before the door at meal-times. He mentions that the High-
land Society of London gives prizes for pipe-music. The
men were handy at making implements of husbandry, ete.
They wear, he says, the short coat, the philabeg and short
hose, bonnets sewn with black ribbon around the brim and a
slit behind, with the same ribbon in a knot. Their coats are
commonly tartan, striped with black, red, and other colours,
after a pattern made by themselves or other ingenious con-
triver; waistcoats commonly of the same, but the « feilabegs ” +
are often of fine Stirling plaid, if their money can afford them.
When going herring fishing they dress something like sailors.
They tan their brogues with the root of the tormentilla, which
they dig from the hillocks by the sea; the poorer sort often
go barefoot even in winter.  The people, he continues, retain a
certain dignity of manner, constantly addressing each other as
“duineuasal ” and “ bheanuasal ” (gentleman and gentlewoman),
raising their bonnets on meeting.

He complains of the scarcity of church services, mentioning
one parish church where there was only occasional worship of
any sort, and where the Communion had not been dispensed

* A son of Boisdale raised many men in Uist for the Gordon Highlanders,
of which he was major. t Kilte._
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perhaps, than respecting the “ dignity of labour,” * but obedient
to parents and to those whose authority they recognised and
respected. A people, in short, whose feelings, traditions, and
present circumstances rendered them ready to join the army
as a profession at once honourable, profituble, and suited to
their inclinations.

Encouraged, no doubt, by the gallant service rendered by
the first regiment of Highlanders, the 42nd, Mr Ditt, when
Prime Minister, about 1757, had recommended the King to
attach the Highlanders to his Government by employing them
in his service,t and in his celebrated speech in Parliament
nine years later, he says-—*“1 sought for merit wherever it was
to be found: it is my boast that T was the first Minister who
looked for it and found it in the mountains of the North. I
called it forth, and drew into your service a hardy and
intrepid race of men, who, when left by your jealousy, became
a prey to the artifice of your enemies, and had gone nigh to
have overturned the State in the war before the last.  These
men in the last war were brought to combat on your side;
they served with fidelity, as they fought with valour, and
conquered for you in every part of the world.”

Having thus briefly touched upon the state of the Hl"h-
lands in the latter part of the last century, we will now
consider the connection of the ducal house of Gordon with
these districts. Soon after the reign of Robert Bruce, the
Gordons obtained, in addition to their property in the Low-
lands, the great possessions in Badenoch and Strathspey which
had formerly belonged to the Cummings. They also secured,
by purchase or royal grants, estates and superiorities in
Lochaber formerly possessed by the once powerful Lords of
the Isles, so that the Gordon lands and lordships extehded
from the shores of Loch_Eil on the west coast of Scotland,:

* A woman whom I met in Sutherland in 1859, who was then 103 years
old, and still active and in full possession of her sens v, told me that when she
was a young woman the only trades thought worthy of a man were soldiering
and droving. Another at Acharacle, Ardnamurchan, who was grown up
before Waterloo, said as there was little work, numbers went to the army ;

that the kilt was commonly worn, and young men turned out very smart on
Sunday in tartan coats and often red waistcoats.
t Stewart’s ‘* Highlanders of Scotland.”
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to Speymouth on the east. Consequently, the political power
of the family was enormous, and its influence among the
neighbouring Highland gentry very great.* In the case of
the fourth Duke, who raised the Gordon Ilighlanders, his
personal popularity among all classes, added to his territorial
influence, ensured the success of the cfforts by which three
regiments were raised by him between 1759 and 1793.

The first of these was the 89th Highland Regiment,
raised by the family influence of the young Duke, who was a
captain in it, while his two brothers, Lord William and Lord
George, were respectively lieutenant and ensign.  The regiment
was commanded by his step-father, Major Morris.

Upwards of 900 men were assembled at Gordon Castle in
December 1759, and marched to Aberdeen. They went from
there to Portsmouth and embarked for the Fast Indies,
December 1760,  The Duke wished to accompany them as
his brothers did, but King George II. objected to his dving so,
saying that a Scottish Duke had more important duties at
home than the command of a company in India.

A detachment of this regiment, under Major Hector
Munro, took an active part in suppressing the mutiny at
Patna.  The 89th distinguished itself at the battle of Buxar
in 1764, where the enemy lost 6000 killed and wounded and
130 pieces of cannon.  Soon after the regiment was ordered
home, and it was reduced in 1765. The men of this corps
were remarkable for their fidelity and good conduct.

At this time, though the Militia had long existed in
England, there was none in Scotland; but what were called
Fencible Regiments were raised at various times, some for
service in Scotland only, others for the defence of the three
king#Moms while the regular army was engaged abroad, and in
1799 some were even raised for service in Europe and
Americat  They were disciplined and armed in the same
ruanner as troops of the line; Feneible oflicers ranked junior
to those of the line, but took precedence of the Militia}

* The Duke of Gordon was called by the Highlanders ** Coileach an
taobh tuath,” ie., *‘ The Cock of the North.” He was also hereditary
Constable of the Castle of Inverness.

t Military Jowrnal, Nov. 1800. Vol. 11., p. 659.

% Militia was introduced in Scotland by Act of Parliament in 1797, and

*
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In 1778 the Duke of Gordon raised a Fencible Regiment
in the counties of Inverness, Moray, Banff, and Aberdeen—
a very efficient corps, which was reduced in 1783.*

The country being again in danger in 1793, the Duke
raised another regiment of Gordon Fencibles, and his commis-
sion as colonel was dated March 3rd. The uniform was the full
Highland garb. Upwards of 300 men were raised on the Gordon
estates in Lochaber, Badenoch, and Strathspey, an equal number
on other estates in these neighbourhoods, and 150 men from
the Lowland parts of Aberdeenshire, Banff, and Elgin.t

The following account is taken from the personal remin-
iscences of an ofticer of the Royal Marines, who acted as
quartermaster to this regiment, and who set out to Aber-
deen to join, after making arrangements for accoutrements,
ete. for the regiment in London. “I found Lieutenant-
Colonel Woodford, formerly of the Guards, an active clever
officer and a great disciplinarian, in command. Recruits daily
arriving, the clans of Cameron, M<Pherson, M‘Intosh, and
Frazer had joined their standards to the Gordons. In a
month we were ready for inspection, 600 strong, and formed a
fine body of young men. We went to Edinburgh, where the
forming of flank companies excited no little jealousy among
several of the Highland officers, especially one young chief,
who had no conception, when he brought fourscore of his clan
as volunteers, that they were to be disunited, and said in the
mess-roow, ‘ If the commanding officer dared to draft any of
his men to other companies, he would order his piper to
sound his gathering, and march them back to Lochaber;’ that
his men were gentlemen, and he would not have them
associate with * Botich nam brikis’”] It had to be explained
that his men were now soldiers and must go to the company
they suited, and that a court-martial might prove a disagreeable
commencement to his own military career.

when put in operation later was opposed by riotous proceedings in the
Highlands, under the erroneous impression that the ballot was used to enable
the Crown to remove the people from Scotland.—*‘‘ Military Forces of the
Crown ”’ (C. M. Clode).

* Stewart's * Highlanders of Scotland.”

+ Ibid. This regiment was also called the ** North Fencibles.”

+ ¢“Churls with breeches.”
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In the spring of 1795, on account of the alarm of in-
vasion, it was thought necessary to order the regiment to
Fngland, along with seven other regiments of Fencibles raised
for the defence of Scotland. This was done without con-
sulting the colonels, though the express condition in their
letters of service was that they were only to be ordered out of
Scotland “in case of actual invasion of the island.” The men
therefore ohjected to go, and were to be seen in knots talking
in Gaelic with an air of mystery. The lieutenant-colonel
marched them by detachments to the chapel and, ascending
the pulpit, lectured them, but without any effect in allaying
the suspicion that they were being imposed upon. He did
not understand the Highland character. At last an express
was sent to Gordon Castle  The Duke arrived in forty-
cight hours: the regiment was paraded ; he explained in a few
well-chosen words the nature of the service required, that
they were called for the defence of their country, and he
trusted that any soldier who was such a dastard as to refuse
such service would step out of the ranks and he should have
his discharge. Though raised for the defence of Scotland,
England was now in danger, and none but cowards would
refuse the call. They would find him at their head. The
men waved their bonnets, crying that they were ready to
follow his Grace to the world’s end, and they embarked at
Leith in high spirits.

The King, never having seen a Highland regiment, ordered
them to London (in 1796), where he reviewed them, and
expressed himself much gratified at their appearance. The
Duchess of Gordon and her daughters were present among
the royal group, wearing Highland bonnets and Gordon tartan
plaids.  The royal family particularly noticed the sergeant-
major, Dugald Campbell,* who is described as “a most superb
specimen of the human race.”

This regiment returned to Scotland in 1796, and was
reduced.

The three corps mentioned above may be considered as

* Sergeant-Major Dugald Camphell was promoted ensign, and was after-
wards appointed adjutant of the 92nd (Gordon Highlanders), in which he
became a celebrated character.
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the forbears of the distinguished national regiment whose
conduct in war has done much to preserve the blessings of
peace at home, whose conduct in peace has upheld the char-
acter of their country wherever duty has called them, and
whose career of upwards of a hundred years it will be my
endeavour to describe.
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remarkable for his strength and good looks. Recruiters for
the Guards and Line had in vain tried to enlist him, but he
could not resist her Grace! He took the kiss and the guinea:
but to show it was not the gold that tempted him, he tossed 7|
the guinea among the crowd.™

Commissions were given to gentlemen in the north for
raising a certain number of men, the field officers and generally .
the captains having previous army service. Dut so great
had been the drain on the Highland population for some
years, that it was no longer easy to recruit a battalion quickly
from them alone. In the present instance it was rendered the
more difticult, because, as we have seen, a Fencible Regiment
had been raised by the Duke of Gordon in the preceding
year, and the 79th, or Cameron Highlanders, had just been
raised by Mr Allan Cameron, son of the tacksman of Erracht,
largely in the same districts where the Duke of Gordon’s
influence lay. This regiment has had a similar glorious
career to the Gordon Highlanders, and a lively feeling of
friendship always existed between the two corps.  Lochiel,
Chief of the Cameron Clan, however, had not approved the
venture of his kinsman of "Erracht, but used all his influence
in favour of the Gordon regiment,? the Duke being to a certain
extent his feudal superior, and also his personal friend. In
this Lochiel was greatly assisted by his uncle, My Cameron,
tacksman of Fassiefern, whose son John received a captain’s
commission in the (Gordons, and afterwards became its most
distinguished commander. He was closely connected with
such Highland chiefs and gentlemen as Cluny MacPherson,
MaucNeil of Barra, MacDonald of (ilencoe, Campbell of Barcal-

dine, and others, who helped him in raising his quota of men. }

when, in after years, one of them was wounded, a Highland comrade would
cry, *Och cha n’eil ach pog cile o'n Bhan Diuc ! ™ or, as an Aberdonian would
facetiously put it, ¢‘ Mind, lad, ye got a kiss o’ the Duchess o’ Gordon for that !

* Told by General Sir John Gordon, K.C.B.

+ Letter from Donald Cameron, Esq. of Lochiel.

$ ¢ Your recruits leave this to.morrow if the wind proves fair. They
will answer well, as they are all smart young boys. In case of their being
. reduced, I beg you to be at pains to prevent their enlisting in any of the old
regiments, but to pack them off home as soon as possible, as it would be a
great satisfaction to their parents, in case of pence. 1t was by way of a great
favour to us that they allowed them to go.” [NV./B.--There were twelve
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It is not surprising, therefore, to find that, such strong
influence being exerted in its favour, the Gordon regiment
obtained more recruits in the Highlands than the 79th had
done in 1793,* but still some of the officers had to complete
their quotas from other parts of the country.

When a new regiment was raised, the custom was to
embody it, not in the country districts where the men were
enlisted, but in some garrison town where they could con-
veniently be inspected by a general ofticer, and passed as tit
for service. In this instance, Aberdeen was the rendezvous.

One can imagine the difficulty of bringing lads from the
distant islands of Barra, Uist, and Skye in open boats to the
mainland, to join those from the “rough bounds” of Arisaig,
Ardnamurchan, and Lochiel; the long marches, cheered by
song or pipe, through Highlands and Lowlands, ere their
tired feet trod the “ plainstanes” of the Granite City. How
they would gaze with astonished admiration at the buildings
and the shops of a great town !

Here the embryo soldiers probably had their first experience
of the tented field, as there was at this time a considerable
encampment near Aberdeen.t

The regiment was embodied on the 24th of June 1794,
and was inspected the following day by Lieutenant-General
Sir Hector Munro, the same officer who served as Major in
the first regiment raised by the influence of the Duke of
Gordon at the battle of Buxar, thirty years before.

" This first parade must have presented an appearance more
picturesque than military, for, except some of the officers and

recruits in this batch.]—Letter from Mrs MacNeil of Barra to Captain John
Cameron, dated at the Island of Barra, June 1794.

* The ‘79th Register,” compiled by John Ford, lieutenant 79th Regi-
ment, from documents in possession of the regiment, in 1817, gives the numbher
of Highlanders as 278, out of the 600 passed when they were embodied at
Stirling, February 1794.

+ There were at this time hardly any barracks in Scotland, except those
in the Highlands, built 1718 to 1728, viz., at Kilahimen (Fort- Augustus), for
300 men, afterwards increased for a larger number ; at Ruthven, in Badenoch,
for 250 men ; at Bernera, in Ross, for 150 men ; at Inversnaid, for 100 men,
and two or three smaller ones. Rooms to be made 18 feet by 17 feet, tive beds
for ten men in each. —Clode's ** Military Forces of the Crown,™

4 Cannon’s “ Historical Records.”
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sergeants, they had no uniform. There were the lads from
the Highlands in their tartan coats and kilts, with “ cuarans,”
i.e., brogues of home-dressed skin, on their feet; the Lowland
loons in grey breeches, ribbed stockings, and low-heeled shoes ;
and all with the round blue bounet, then universally worn in
the north of Scotland, while here and there an Irishman’s
“caubeen ” would give varicty to the headgear. There was
something of the same feeling that was exhibited when the
Gordon Fencible Regiment was embodied in the preceding
year. The men who had come from Highland districts with
a captain they knew and confided in, objected to b removed
from his immediate command, and these officers had to explain
the necessity of the flank companies being selected from the
whole, promising still to look after their interests.*

When their Centenary was celebrated by the Gordon
Highlanders in Glasgow in 1894, a newspaper much read in
the Highlands commented upon the small numnber of Gordons
among its members, and inferred that when raised the
regiment was to a large extent composed of men of that name.
This is an entire mistake. It wuas called the “ Gordon High-
landers,” not hecause it was a regiment of Gordons, but
beeause it was a regiment of Highlanders raised by the Duke
of Gordon. Among the non-commissioned officers and soldiers
there were, in 1794, just twenty Gordons. MacDonald was
the name most largely represented in the ranks, Cameron the
next ;¥ there were several Andersons and other similar cogno-
mens, and the names of all the Highland Clans are to be
found on the first muster-roll.

I have been unable to find any parade state or muster-
roll during the few days the regiment remained in Aberdeen :
but T counted the recruits of 1794 from the Description Roll,
and T found that, out of 749 whose places of birth or enlist-
ment are given, 241 were from Inverness-shire, 92 from
Aberdeenshire, 58 from Banffshire, 33 from Argyll, with
considerable contingents from Caithness, Sutherland, Ross,

* «« Memoir of Colonel John Cameron,” 4to, 1858. Privately printed.

+ In the muster-roll, December 1797, three years later, there appear six
KEvan Camerons, six Alexander Camerons, six John Camerons, besides two or
three each of many other Christian names among the N.-C. officers and soldiers.
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CAPTAIN-LIEUTENANT.®
John Gordon, came from 81st Regiment ; retired as major.

LIRUTENANTS.

Peter Grant, came from a Fusilier regiment ; died at Keith, major
half-pay, 1817.

Archibald MacDonell, Inch, Lochaber, came from 79th High-
landers; died in Lochaber, lieutenant-colonel of Veterans,
1813.

Alexander Stewart of Achnacone, afterwards in 67th Regiment
and 95th Rifles ; died in Appin, 1854, lieutenant-colonel.
John MacLean of Dochgarroch, promoted from 1st Royals,
lieutenant-colonel 27th Regiment, 1808 ; died, lieutenant-

general, K.C.B., 1825.

Peter Gordon ; died 1806.

Thomas Forbes, Newe ; killed at Toulouse when lieutenant-colonel
45th Regiment, 1814,

Ewan MacPherson, Ovie, Badenoch, came from 78th Highlanders ;
died 1823, lieutenant-colonel retired, Governor of Sheerness.

George Gordon (half-brother of Lord Huntly), came from 6th
Dragoons, retired colonel ; died at Glentromie, Badenoch.

EnsigNs.

Charles Dowle ; killed in Egypt, 1801.

George Davidson ; killed at Quatre-Bras, when captain 42nd, 1815.

Archibald MacDonald, Garvabeg, Badenoch, retired lieutenant ;
died in Canada.

Alexander Fraser; killed in Holland, 1799.

William Todd, son of the factor at Fochabers, retired.

James Mitchell, Auchindaul, Lochaber, lieutenant-colonel 92nd
Gordon Highlanders, C.B., retired 1819 ; died in Lochaber,
1847. '

CHAPLAIN.

William Gordon.
ADJUTANT. t

James Henderson, came from an Independent Company; died 1796.

* Captain-lieutenant seems to have been senior lieutenant, and com-
manded the colonel’s company.

+ Adjutant was a separate rank at this time. There were no regimental
paymasters prior to 1798. The first in Gordon Highlanders was Archibald
Campbell, appointed January 1800. N.B.—Several of the officers were not
actually gazetted till later.

.
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white tassels.®* The purses of the rank and file were of grey
goat skin, with six white tassels.t The hose of all ranks were
cut out of the strong red and white tartan cloth known in the
Highlands as “cathdath” or “battle colour,” which was worn
by all Highland corps, and by the better class of civilians when
in Highland dress. The rosettes and garters were scarlet; the
sash was crimson, and was worn over the left shoulder by both
ofticers and sergeants. - The officers wore a gilt gorget. All
ranks had long hair, tied behind with a black ribbon, and
powdered on Sundays and special occasions, and on guard.
Neither moustache nor whisker was worn.

The head-dress consisted of the round bonnet then
commonly worn in Scotland, but cocked and ornamented with
ostrich feathers, and having a diced border of red,.white, and
green, said to represent the ‘‘fess chequé” in the arms of the
Stuart kings. It had a hackle fastened over the left ear by a
black cockade, with regimental button on it. This hackle was
white for the Grenadier Company, green for the Light Com-
pany, and for the battalion companies the lower half was red
and the upper white.

The jacket was scarlet for officers and sergeants, and red
for the rank and file, with lapels turned back with yellow,
showing the waistcoat, and laced two and two; lace silver
with blue thread in the centre ; silver or plated buttons, with
the number of the regiment in the centre. Epaulets—two for
all ranks of officers,} of silver bullion, having two stripes of
yellow silk in the centre of the strap, with a gold-embroidered
thistle and a binding of blue round the edge. The N.-C.
officers and men had white tufts for battalion companies and
wings for flank companies. The officers’ waistcoat was scarlet,
laced with silver, the N.-C. officers’ and men’s white, these
being the origin of the mess-waistcoat and white jacket worn
now by officers and men respectively. §

* Cannon’s ‘‘ Records.”

+ Described to me in 1852 as ‘“speckled ” by Pensioner Corporal John
lnnes, Tom a Mhulin, Glenlivat, one of the recruits of 1794. Cloth hose were
worn in the regiment till 1849-50, when the material, but not the colour, was
altered.

1 Except in Highland regiments, only field officers wore two epaulets.

§ I have no evidence of the dress of the drummers and band in 1794, but
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The title “ Gordon Highlanders” was continued along with the
number in all Regimental Orders and Returns, but in Horse
Guards or General Orders and in the Army List it was not
used—simply 100th Regiment. The first use of the number
was in G.O., August 20th, 1794—The 100th Regiment gives
the guards and orderlies to-morrow.” No doubt a certain
number of N.-C. officers and men who had served before were
capable of this duty.

All the officers were drilled every day by the adjutant, and
they are recommended to get some person to instruct them in
marching and giving the word of command.

A sickness among the men is attributed to want of salt,
and “companies that have already cleared with the pay-
master are to supply themselves with that article,” while
ofticers of companies in a less solvent position are “ to advance
6d. each to their men, which they will stop when their settle-
ment takes place.”

Orders as to squad drills and sergeants’ duties explained.

The cost of the men’s rations was—meat (3 1b.), 1 /9 a-
week ; bread, 83d.; meal or vegetables, 4d.; and 84d. for
washing, hair-powder, ete.

@.0., August 23rd, 1794.—“ Ofticers commanding corps
will see that divine worship is not omitted to-morrow.
Infantry to wear powder on Sundays. Recruits unclothed not
excepted.”

R.O. of same date, as to officers being properly dressed
by the 31st, and their “hair cut agreeable to Lord Huntly’s
order.” Officers commanding companies to supply immediately
men that want them with regimental kilt and hose. “ Those
who have at present breeches or trousers to be first provided ”
—evidently most of the men had their own kilts.

At this time the first court-martial sat, a Sergeant Munro
being reduced to the rank and pay of a private sentinel.

On the 24th they were supplied with “ nabsacks ” (si¢) and
leather stocks. “ No velvet stocks nor any that are tied in
front are to be allowed.”

They had “small horses” placed by commanders of com-
panies for the men to dry their belts on, “ and they are not to
hang belts on the horses for the arms.”







CHAPTER IIL

WE now come to the second period in the life of the youthful
regiment, when service in the Mediterranean was gradually to
prepare it for the prominent part it afterwards played in the
stirring events of the time.

On the 5th September they embarked at Southampton for
Gibraltar, where they arrived on the 26th, and disembarked
on the morning of the 27th, landing at the “ Ragged Staff.” *
The effective strength was 3 field - ofticers, 7 captains, 9
lieutenants, 6 ensigns, 4 staff, 29 sergeants, 21 drummers,
727 rank and file. Here their education in drill and interior
economy was continued. White trousers were served out to
the men,t who seem previously to have had only the Highland
dress. Only the flank companies had as yet got feathers for
their bonnets. Mention is made of oflicers and men parading
in their “Dbelted plaids.” The orderly ofticer wore white
breeches and boots.

Having in the last chapter given the names of the officers
of 1794, with any particulars which are known regarding
them, it may be interesting to the regiment to have a list of
the sergeants of thatsyear also. I have accordingly copied
their names from “ The Muster Roll of H.M. 100th Regiment
of Foot (or Gordon Highlanders), 183 days, from June 25th
to December 24th, 1794, included,” and have added all the
particulars I could gather from other regimental papers.

They seem nearly all to have been drawn from remote
districts, and it speaks well for the education given at the
period in the parish schools of Scotland, that no less than five
of their number were afterwards promoted to commissions in
the line or embodied militia.

* (Garrison Orders, Gibraltar, September 26th, 1794.

+ Major Henry (Knight of Windsor), who enlisted in 79th when raised,
told me that fatigue trousers were first served out when they went abroad.
A great joke was to get the Highland lads who had never worn them to put
them on backside foremost for the officer’s first inspection.
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N.-C. officers or soldiers never to go into the town without a
pass.

The companies always to be inspected by their respective
officers, and they will be pleased to proceed with them as
follows :—When the company is fallen in and dressed, it will
receive the word of command—“Fix bayonets; shoulder
arms; open pans; slope arms” The officer will then go
through the company and inspect the locks. When that is
done, he will order, “ Carry arms; shut pans; order arms;
to the right face; draw ramrods.” Each man will then draw
his ramrod, and as the officer comes opposite to him he will
ram it down, and after he has returned it, he will face to his
front. The officer will then inspect every part of the men’s
dress, and Lord Huntly particularly orders that the men’s faces
and hands are all washed and their hair combed, as there can
be no excuse for dirtiness. After each man has been looked
at, the company will stand easy.

November 1st.—A fatigue party of twenty men to be em-
ployed every morning in cleaning barracks. Lord Huntly was
ashamed of the state they were in.

Roll to be called at 8 p.m.

Officers in future, when they mount guard, will be pleased to
wear gloves; a pattern will be seen at the adjutant’s quarters.

November 2nd.—In order to accommodate ofticers, Lord
Huntly has no objection to their making up frock jackets,
which they may wear when off duty ; a pattern will he shown.
They may likewise wear round Hatts (sic), and a small Durk
(ste), such as Lord Huntly has got.  Bathing parades and strict
orders as to sanitary matters.

November 6th.—Lord Huntly, understanding that most of
the officers wish to mount guard in the belted plaid, he shall
give orders for their mounting in that dress.

The Grenadiers and Light Infantry will mount guard in
bonnets, and the battalion companies in leather caps. The
Grenadiers will have a white feather, and Captain Cameron will
endeavour to procure green ones for the Light Infantry.

November 9th.—Each man to pay 1d. a-week to the
sergeant-major for pipe-clay ; also to pay for hair-powder, soap,
and oil for light.






30 THE LIFE OF A REGIMENT. [1795

Bounties to recruits had risen by the competition of
officers raising men, and this practice is checked by War
Oftice Circular, February 21st, 1795 :—

My Lorp,-—The high bounties offered to the new levies being
judged extremely prejudicial to the recruiting for the navy, and
His Majesty having in consequence thereof signified his commands
that the bounty given to recruits eulisted for general service shall
not exceed fifteen guineas, and that the bounty to recruits for the
Fencibles shall not exceed ten guineas, etc.

I have the honour to be,
My Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obedient Servant,
(Signed) M. Lewis.
To Lieut.-Colonel the Marquis of Huntly,
100th Regiment of Foot.

April 3rd—Lord Huntly hopes the companies will vie
in trying which shall be in the best order, and it is recom-
mended to the men to punish one another when any berth in
the barrack-room is found dirtier than it ought to be. He
repeats the order that no man is to appear in his new jacket
or belted plaid but on duty. He expects the officers at parade
to be clean and dressed like ofticers; he will not punish the
whole for the slovenliness of one, and anyone who comes im-
properly dressed may expect to be ordered to wear upon all
occasions the uniforn directed for regimental duties. No
ofticer is to be seen with strings in his shoes, except with the
bélted plaid.*

April 12th.—Officers to be particular that the men are
well dressed, caps or bonnets well put on and jackets hooked
through the shirt at the top across the breast, that uniformity
may be established as much and as soon as possible.

May 4th.—Sergeant Ferguson of the Light Company, on
account of his not having made up his books agreeably to
order, is removed to the 6th Company, and Sergeant Stewart
appointed in his room; and as Lord Huntly considers it an

* The meaning of this is not clear, butin Duncan Ban’s well-known Gaelic
song of that time in praise of the Highland dress, he mentions thongs as the
proper fastening of the brogues, and alludes to shoe buckles as an innovation.
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plaids. Judging from the Regimental Orders, that form of
the Highland dress was seldom, if ever, again worn by the rank
and file, though it is mentioned later for the officers. After-
wards the “feile-bheag,” or little kilt, was used, that is,
the lower half of the belted plaid, permanently pleated and
stitched ; but so essential to the full Highland dress was the
“breacan ” * or upper half considered, that the remembrance
of it was kept up by the ornamental plaid still worn by all
ranks in full dress; though it is not made, as it formerly was,
and as it might still be, to form a light cloak for the shoulders
when required.

Highland soldiers seem to have borne a character for
honesty in Corsica, according to Carr’s “ Caledonian Sketches,”
published in 1807, where it is stated that “ While Corsica
‘was in our possession, the Governor’s butler, on great fétes
and public occasions, used to request that some of the men
without breeches might have charge of the plate during the
entertainments.” (Grapes, however, seem to have been a great
temptation to the young soldiers, and they were cautioned
against trespassing in the vineyards, under pain of court-
martial.

Lord Huntly keeps his eye on all ranks. “ Officers will
be pleased to put their swords in their belts, and not walk
about with them in their hands.”

Ensign MacDonald, who seems to have been slack in his
orderly duty, “is to be officer of the day till further orders.”

Any woman refusing to wash for the men is to be turned
out of barracks, and her rations stopped; 6d. a week to be
paid for each man’s washing.

Some of the young Highlanders seem to have thought
being on. sentry over French prisoners was much the same
sort of duty as herding cattle from the corn at home, and
Lord Huntly cautions them against such unsoldierlike conduct
as sitting at their posts.

Officers when not on duty or parade may wear any kind
of black hat they please with a feather in it. No soldier to

* I met a pensioner, in 1857, who had worn the ‘‘ breacan an fheile,” or
belted plaid, in the 42nd. He said it looked well on a tall man, but rather
like a bundle of clothes on a little man.
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that the change of dress did not conduce to the health of the
men, but, according to General David Stewart, had the con-
trary effect. It was certainly disliked by the men, who, after
a time, made known to the colonel their wish to return to the
kilt, and it was resumed.

A draft of recruits joined at Bastia, under Captain
M‘Donald. In July Lieut.-Colonel Erskine obtained leave of
absence.

R.0., Bastia, July 28th, 1796.—Lieut.-Colonel Erskine
having made a most favourable report to Lord Huntly of the
great attention of the officers, and of the general good conduct
of the N.-C. officers and soldiers during his absence, he takes
this opportunity of returning them his best thanks, and trusts
the reports which he shall from time to time receive from
Major Napier will be equally good.

Major Napier accordingly took command, and in Orders of
July 29th, he “hopes that whenever Lord Huntly or Colonel
Erskine meet the regiment again, they may find it in the same
good order as when they left it. The regiment is so much
obliged to Lord Huntly for his great exertions for them, that
Major Napier hopes they will take a particular pride in be-
having in such a manner as they are certain will always give
him great pleasure.”

On the 14th August, a detachment of 1 field officer, 2
captains, 4 subalterns, 7 sergeants, and 208 rank and file, was
held in readiness to embark on a secret expedition. In con-
sequence of the unanimous wish of the ofticers and men, Major
Napier requested the Commander-in-Chief to permit the whole
regiment to take part in this service, to which he received the
following reply :—* The Comnmander-in-Chief is sensible of the
zcal and laudable motives which have induced the officers and
men of the 100th Regiment to offer their services on the
present occasion, and he desires Major Napier to express his
best thanks to them, as well as his assurance that he will be
ready at all times to testify his satisfaction at their general
good conduct and appearance, although circumstances will not,
at this time, allow him to avail himself of their services to the
extent they offer them.”

The expedition proved to be against Porto Ferraio in the
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Esther, Elizabeth, and Borus, protected by seven men-of-war
under Admiral Mann. In those days of slow post and no
telegraph, the Admiral was unaware that war had been de-
clared by Spain against Great Britain,* till he was fired upon
by the Spanish fleet, which was greatly superior in force. Our
Admiral made all sail for (iibraltar, but the Granby was taken,
having on board 2 staff officers, 3 sergeants, and 48 rank and
file of the rcgiment,  who were made prisoners of war. Thus
the first loss sustained by the Gordon Highlanders was in a
naval engagement.

The following account of this affair is given by Captain
Vivian of the 28th Regiment, then at Gibraltar, in a letter
dated October 22nd, 1796 :—

The Spanish fleet had passed by this a fortnight since. At
that time war was not declared, and they pretended to say it was
not about to be; but in a few days they met Admiral Mann and
immediately gave chase to him, but he happened to be nearer the
Rock than they were, and owing to their prime sailers being afraid
to engage without the whole fleet, he got off. An 80-gun ship, an
uncommon sailer, was ahead of her fleet and coming up fast with a
transport, when Admiral Mann made a signal to the Hector to put
about and take her in tow. Though the Hector was a league astern
of the fleet, as soon as the 80-gun ship saw her put about, she did
the same, and ran for the Spanish fleet. They had fifteen sail to
the British seven. The only thing they took was an hospital ship
belonging to the 100th Regiment.}

After this adventurous voyage, the regiment landed at
Gibraltar on the 4th October.

R.0., October 5th.—Xach company to have a set of types
to mark their clothing.

* In 1795, Prussia had concluded a peace with the French Republic, and

in consequence of the United Provinces of Holland having leagued with

France, Great Britain had taken possession of the Cape of Good Hope and

Jeylon (then Dutch colonies). The former allies of Great Britain had now been

converted into enemies. Wauar was declared by Holland, which had been

constituted the Batavian Republic, against Great Britain in May, and Spain
followed the example in October. —Cannon’s ‘¢ Historical Records.”

1 In the Orders at Bastia, August 3lst, for the distribution of companies
to ships, is—Granhy—The Marquis’ and Captain M‘Donald’s, 154 men. This
may, however, have been changed, the above being the number given in
Cannon’s ‘¢ Historical Record ” as being taken prisoners.

% “Lord Vivian.” A Memoir. By the Hon. Claude Vivian,
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repeats it, that he will forgive no man whatever who is guilty
of being drunk on guard, sleeping on his post, of being abusive
to N.-C. ofticers, or of stealing.

R.0., August 26th.—At the regimental court-martial held this
day, was tried Alex. Kenedy of the Light Company for refusing
to go sentry when ordered by the corporal, for which crime he
was ordered to receive 300 lashes. On account of his character,
the commanding officer pardons him on this occasion; but he
desires the regiment to remember that nothing but Kenedy’s
remarkable good character would induce him to forgive his
disobedience of orders, which no plea whatever can justify, and
any soldier who receives an order that may be improper, will
always get redress by complaining through the regular channel.

Again—Robert Robertson and Daniel Ross of Major
MacDonald’s company are sentenced to 250 and 200 lashes
respectively ; but at the request of Major MacDonald, the
corporal punishment is remitted by the commanding officer,
but both men are sent to the Prevost.

Recruits lately joined appear never to have received
belted plaids, and are credited with one year’s allowance of
tartan, deducting what was allowed them in their Kkilts.
Sergeants’ tartan cost 1s. 9d. and privates’ 1s. 6d. a yard.

R.0., June 29th.—Dirty barrack-rooms to be cleaned by
the pionecers, and the N.-C. officers and men off duty belonging
to the dirty room are to pay—sergeants 2s. 6d., drummers
1s., privates 6d.; the money to be equally divided between
pioncers and regimental hospital.

June 25th, 1797.—The King, considering the low rate of
pay of subalterns of infantry, which is inadequate to their
necessary expenses, orders an increase of 1ls. a day to all
licutenants, ensigns, adjutants, and quartermasters. And
their pay is no longer to be subject to deductions for pound-
age, hospital, and agency as heretofore.

The pay of the infantry soldier, which had been 6d.* as
the old song says—

O happy the soldier who lives on his pay,
And spends half-a-crown out of sixpence a day—

* Before 1794 the infantry soldier’s pay was 6d., but he had an allowance
of 2}d. daily for necessaries and bread money. In 1795 these were increased
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that the men wish to wear the Highland dress, cannot agree
to it at present, being afraid of their health, and because they
have lately paid for blue pantaloons, but he promises that as
soon as possible their request shall be granted.

December 16th.—That any man who may unfortunately
have got into a scrape, or who has merited to be returned
as a bad character, may have an opportunity of recovering
himself, Lieut.-Colonel Erskine will call for a return on the
4th June next, when he and every officer will be glad to
hear of any reformation, and every man will be returned as
of good character who has behaved well in the intermediate
period.

At this period the men were ordered to be inoculated,*
and officers are to explain to those averse to it the nature of
the operation and the danger of sinallpox.

R.0., February 22nd, 1798.—The men to be supplied
-with proper puffs for powdering their hair.

R.0., Gibraltar, March 4th, 1798.—As the regiment is to
embark on Friday, Licut.-Colonel Erskine trusts the men will
conduct themselves with the same regularity they have hitherto
done on such occasions. Upon no occasion is the discipline
of a regiment so conspicuous as in embarking and disembark-
ing. Lieut.-Colonel Erskine is convinced of the regard the
soldiers of the 100th Regiment have for their own character
and the credit of their regiment, and he is confident they will
conduct themseclves as before. He is sorry to say that there
are a few men who have no regard for their own character or
that of the regiment, and if such men indulge in intemperance,
they will be seriously punished on board ship.

On the 16th March 1798, the regiment embarked on
hoard of the transports Alliance, Quecen, Singleton, Minerva,
Mary, and June. Tempestuous weather drove them for shelter
into the Tagus, and it was only after a boisterous passage of
two months that the regiment disembarked at Portsmouth on
the 15th May.

Thus ended their first tour of Mediterranean service.

* Inoculation had been recently introduced into England from Turkey,
by the influence of Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, and was, till the discovery
of vaccination, the best known means of mitigating the scourge of smallpox.






CHAPTER IV.

At Hilsea Barracks, Licut-Colonel Erskine granted the request
of the regiment to return to the Highland uniform, which has
never since been departed from, and on May 19th the quarter-
master is desired to issue to the companies a sufficient quantity
of tartan for kilts and hose. The kilt of those days had at
least the advantage of lightness and economy, but was a scant
covering compared with the voluminous garment which is now
worn. The quantity ordered “as sufficient for a kilt” being
33 yards for the Grenadier Company, and 34 yards for the
other companies ; § yard for a pair of hose.*

Meanwhile it would appear that the long voyage had given
some officers a taste for naval costume.

£.0.—Lieut.-Colonel Erskine begs to remind those officers
who have bad memories that nankeen pantaloons and half-
boots is the uniform in which they were ordered to appear on
regimental parade. He hopes he will never see a repetition
of what he saw last night—an officer coming to inspect his
company dressed like a sailor.

In July 1797, Lord Malmesbury had been sent for the
second time to Paris to negotiate a peace, but the demands of
the French Directory rendered the attempt abortive. On the
17th October a treaty of peace was signed between France and
Austria, and Great Britain was thus left to continue the con-
test single-handed against France and her allies.

In 1796 the French had already turned their eyes to
Ireland as the part of the British Isles where they could most
seriously harass the British Government. Accordingly a fleet
was fitted out at Brest, having on board about 14,000 troops,
which sailed December 17th, and, evading the British cruisers,
neared Bantry Bay on the 22nd, the plan being to land there and
march to Cork, forty-five miles distant, before the Irish Govern-

* On the 5th April 1798, Captain J. Gordon, on recruiting service at
Coynachie, writes—‘‘ \WWe have upwards of forty recruits in this country, and
generally very good.”
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R.O, June 20th.—On account of there being so few
ofticers with the regiment, Licut.-Colonel Erskine directs that
Volunteers M‘Pherson, MacDonald, Clark, and Cameron shall
in future fall in as supernumerary officers, and are to be
obeyed as such.

No officer to appear in the streets without his cross-belt and
sword, except field-officers, who, for convenience in riding, may
wear a waist-belt.

On June 21st, Lieut.-General Lord Lake defeated the
rebels at Vinegar Hill, but they were encouraged to continue
their resistance by expected aid from France.

On July 2nd, the regiment marched at a moment’s notice,
being conveyed on carriages, and encamped at Gorey on the
Tth.

The General Orders are stringent that the peaceful part of
the inhabitants shall be well treated; that horses captured
from the rebels, having generally been taken by them from the
peaceful inhabitants, are not to belong to the captors, but are
to be returned to the rightful owners; and the Regimental
Orders desire that the people be treated with kindness, and all
milk, ete. paid for; but the men are discouraged from making
acquaintances.

R.0.—No man to be allowed to marry a woman of the
country. Lieut.-Colonel Erskine informs the soldiers that no
marriage without his consent can be lawful, and no woman will
be allowed to embark with the regiment but those that came
with it.

The dreadful crueclties of the rebels had given rise to
reprisals on the part of the troops, and especially of the
yeomanry of the country, and the peasantry were subjected to
all the horrors of civil war. The exceptional conduct of the
Gordon Highlanders at this time, as witnessed by the following
letter, has been a matter of honest pride to the regiment ever
since.

R.0., August 19th, 1798.—Lieut.-Colonel Erskine is ex-
tremely happy that the following letter from the Dean of Ferns
to the Marquis of Huntly, expressive of the good conduct of
the regiment during their stay at Gorey, should be inserted in
the Regimental Orderly Book :—
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officers of His Majesty’s 92nd Regiment or Gordon Highlanders,
reviewed at Athlone, April 14th, 1799 —

English. Scotch. Irish.
4 31 2
0 1 0 Chaplain.
0 1 0 Adjutant,
0 1 0 Quartermaster.
1 1 0 Surgeons.
5 35 2
And of N.-C. officers and soldiers at the same date :—
YEARS MeN CoUNTRY Mex YEARS MEN
OF AGE. : : = || SExvice. .
55 2 English . . 47 30 1
50 18 Scotch . .| 754 25 4
45 34 Irish . . . 37 20 7
40 38 || Foreigners* . 3 156 20
35 69 10 29
30 104 8 2
25 204 7 4
20 264 6 6
18 98 5 588
4 61
3 19
2 41
1 59
ToraLs, | 841 ) 841 841

R.O., March Tth, 1799.—Lieut.-Colonel Erskine is ex-
tremely sorry that the charges to be made against the men on
the 24th inst. shall be so heavy, but as he knows every good
soldier prides himself on the neatness of his head-dress, and
particularly every Highlander on the smartness of his bonnet,
he is contident they would wish that their money should be dis-
posed in that way, rather than in many others, in which neither
their own pride nor the credit of their regiment is concerned.
He is the more convinced of this from the expense of the

* The ¢ foreigners "’ seem to be Colin M ‘Kenzie, Alexander M‘Arthur, and

John M‘Pherson, entered as from the parish of Minorca, Spain, labourers, but
had served in the 73rd, 44th, and 66th Regiments, and been transferred from

them.
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the establishment of the 92nd Regiment should be forthwith
augmented to 1000 rank and file.

R.0.—Men are to be subsisted at the rate of 5s. 5d. Irish
per week ; no man to be subsisted at less than 5s. Irish.

Those ofticers who wish to have the new regulation High-
land sword * will be pleased to send in their names to the
Orderly Room.

In May 1798, General Bonaparte had been sent by the
French Directory on an expedition to Egypt. On the way,
Malta, then governed by the Grand Master and Knights of the
Order of St John, was surprised and seized, and thus one of the
strongest fortresses in Europe, so essential to his communica-
tions from Egypt to France, was placed in his hands. He
took Alexandria after slight resistance, and the victory of the
Pyramids opened to him the gates of Cairo. Egypt belonged
to Turkey, and the Sublime Porte, incensed by the unprovoked
invasion, declared war against France, and formed an alliance
with Russia. The fleet which had conveyed the French
troops to Kgypt was destroyed by Admiral Nelson at Aboukir
on the 1st August, so that a large portion of the army of
France was cut off from Europe, and confined to the territory
it had conquered on the Nile.

In November 1798, the Island of Minorca surrendered to
the Dritish arms.t

In March 1799, the French declared war against Austria,
and the Russians, under Suwarrow, rapidly recovered all the
conquests made by Donaparte in Italy, except Genoa. The
Irish Rebellion having been put down, and it being unlikely
that the French would again risk an invasion of Ireland, the
British Government felt secure in that quarter, and was
enabled to continue the contest elsewhere. In December
1798, Great Britain secured the co-operation of Russia for
the prosecution of a Continental expedition.

In the unfortunate campaign in Holland of 1794, the
Prince of Orange and the Duke of York had been cowmpelled
to retire before the overwhelming armies of France, and,

* Probably brass-mounted, instead of steel.

+ Minorca had been in possession of the British at various periods, but was
at this timne part of the Spanish dominions.
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on the 15th June 1799, Thomas Mitchell, Esq., in the chair,
the following address to Lieut.-Colonel Erskine, commanding
His Majesty’'s 92nd Regiment in this garrison, was unanim-
ously agreed to.”

Sir,—We heard with concern that His Majesty’s 92nd Regi-
ment, which you have commanded in this garrison, has been
ordered to march for the purpose of joining those troops intended
for a foreign expedition, but however we may regret your departure,
we are not surprised that a regiment so eminently conspicuous for its
steadiness and discipline should be selected for an arduous enter-
prise. We have during your continuance amongst us experienced
a polite attention from the officers of your regiment; and the un-
interrupted peace and tranquillity which have prevailed in this
town and neighbourhood evince the attention of the soldiers under
your command.

Permit us, therefore, to return you our thanks, and to request
that you will convey the same to the officers, N.-C. officers, and
soldiers of your regiment.

By order of the meeting,
(Signed) Tuomas MITCHELL.

Sir,—I have the honour of receiving the address of the inhabit-
ants of Athlone and its vicinity. 1 shall not fail to communicate
to the officers, N.-C. officers, and soldiers of the 92nd Regiment
the approbation which their conduct has met with, and which
must be most flattering and pleasing to them, as it is to me, who
has the honour to command them,

I have the honour to be,
with respect,
Sir, your most obedient humble Servant,
(Signed) CpaArLES ERSKINE,
Lieut.-Colonel, 92nd Regt.
Thos. Mitchell,
Vice-Sovereign,
Athlone,

The above address, with Lieut.-Colonel Erskine's answer,
was, by resolution of the Corporation, published three times in
the Athlone Herald and Dublin Evening Post.

R.0., Camp at Monkstown, July 15th, 1799.—The regi-
ment will hold itself in readiness to embark to-morrow on






CHAPTER V.

THE regiment embarked at Ramsgate on the 8th August, with
an effective strength of 1 colonel, 1 lieut.-colonel, 2 majors, 6
captains, 12 lieutenants, 7 ensigns, 5 staff, 40 sergeants, 21
drummers, and 730 rank and file.

Women were not allowed to go with the transports, and
General Moore mentions in Orders that a “ sett of gentlemen ”
who were present at the embarkation of the 4th Brigade had
offered to pay all the soldiers’ wives’ passages to London, and
also to give 2s. 6d. to each.

Colonel the Marquis of Huntly joined his regiment on
this expedition, taking command in the field; but he after-
wards, in Regimental Orders, “ desires that all reports of every
description may be made to Lieut.-Colonel Erskine, in like
manner as if he had the whole command of the regiment.
The lieut.-colonel will fill up all vacancies of non-commissioned
officers, and in every respect consider himself as commanding,
except with respect to signing returns, which must be done by
Lord Huntly himself.”

The army effected a landing below Patten on the Helder,
on the 27th August, in the face of a considerable body of
French and Dutch troops. A melancholy accident occurred
during the landing, one of the boats being upset, and Sergeant
Evan Cameron and fourteen rank and file of the Gordon High-
landers being drowned.

The enemy having abandoned his fortifications, and evacu-
ated the town of Helder, it was occupied by our troops. A
numerous train of heavy and field artillery was found in this
important post, and the troops were warmly thanked by Sir
Ralph Abercromby. The 92nd, though among the first ashore,
were not actively engaged with the enemy, and suffered no loss,
except from the misfortune mentioned above. On the 30th,
the Dutch flect in the Texel surrendered, and hoisted the
colours of the Prince of Orange.
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and forming as quickly as they could. The French cavalry
charged, and advancing into the water, made havoc among the
British, till they, overcoming all difficulties and falling into
line, with loud cheers drove the horsemen before them. The
23rd and 40th rushed up the heights without firing a shot, but
charging with the bayonet two battalions which crowned it,
and taking three pieces of cannon.

The 42nd formed as on parade, then mounted the position
notwithstanding the fire from two guns and a battalion of
infantry. They were then attacked by cavalry, which they
quickly repulsed. The 28th also distinguished themselves.
The Guards had hardly got out of their boats when they were
suddenly charged by cavalry from behind the sandhills, but the
58th, already formed on their right, checked the cavalry by
their fire, giving the Guards time to present a front, when the
cavalry again retreated with loss. The 54th and Royals landed
at the instant that 600 infantry were advancing through a
hollow against the left flank of the Guards, but on seeing the
fresh arrival they fired a volley and retreated.

The exaltation at this moment cannot be described. The
French, finding the heights carried, and General Coote advanc-
ing with his brigade, ran from all points of their position, but
maintained a retreating fight for about an hour, when the
whole of the British troops were established on the heights,
though weaker by 500 men Kkilled and wounded. The enemy
had lost 300 men and 8 pieces of artillery.

The Gordon Highlanders did not meet with such deter-
mined opposition as did the regiments on their right, but they
did considerable execution, and pursued the enemy for some
distance, when they were ordered to halt and pile arms.

This brilliant opening had most important effects on the
fate of the campaign; the gallant conduct of the troops, and
the rapidity of their success in sight of the whole fleet, filled
the soldiers, many of whom were young and inexperienced,
with confidence in their own prowess, even against these
veterans of France, of whom some regiments, from their con-
stant career of victory in Italy, were called “ The Invincibles.”*

G.0., Aboulkir Heights, March 9th, 1801.—The gallant be-

* Alison.
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of a man, having only one leg and with a gold locket on the
neck. He wrote mentioning the circumstance to the ZT'imes
newspaper, and Colonel Erskine’s story being well known
both to his regiment and his family, there was no doubt
the remains were his. They were re-interred in consecrated
ground at Alexandria, and a suitable monument to his memory
erected at the mutual cost of the officers of the Gordon High-
landers and Mr Erskine of Cardross, the locket being kept by
the latter as an heirloom.*

“In him the Service lost one of its best officers,” writes an
officer of his regiment, and there can be no doubt that his
thorough knowledge of his profession, his high sense of duty,
the impartiality with which he carried on discipline, com-
bined with his kindness and attention to the welfare of
his men, had the best effect on the character of the regiment,
with which he had served since it was raised. His portrait
still hangs in the officers’ mess-rcom of the 2nd Battalion
Gordon Highlanders.

On the death of Lieut.-Colonel Erskine, the command de-
volved upon Major Napier.

* The last letter ever written by Sir Ralph Abercromby to a private

individual was to Colonel Erskine’s father, telling him of his son’s wound.
—*¢ Prospect of Private Life of the Gentry, 1784 to 1804.”
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ment. The British and Turkish troops had captured 1003
pieces of cannon, besides about 500 that were unserviceable.

The loss of the British in killed and wounded (of whom,
however, many died) was :—

Officers killed, including quartermasters, 23.
»  wounded, 169 ; missing, 8.
Sergeants killed, 20 ; wounded, 149 ; missing, 2.
Rank and file killed, 505 ; wounded, 2728 ; missing, 73.

Of that number the Gordon Highlanders had 13 officers
wounded, of whom 4 died of their wounds; 23 N.-C. officers
and soldiers were killed in acfion, and 128 N.-C. officers
and soldiers, including Sergeant-Major M‘Intosh, were wounded,
of whom 36 died of their wounds.*

The names of the officers wounded are as follows :—

On March 13th—
Lieut.-Colonel Charles Erskine, died of wounds.
Captain the Hon. John Ramsay.
»»  Archibald MacDonald.
Lieutenant Norman MacLeod.
" Charles Dowle, died of wounds.
" Donald MacDonald.
” Tomlin Campbell, died of wounds.
” Alexander Clarke, died of wounds.
" Ronald MacDonald.
Ensign Peter Wilkie.
,, Alexander Cameron.

On March 21st—
Captain John Cameron.
Lieutenant James Stewart Mathieson.

KILLED IN ACTION.

Corporal W, Cunningham. Private John Beaton,
~,,  John MacDonald. »  Donald Beaton.

* One man was killed in action whose name cannot be found. Surgeon
Findlay and 63 N.-C. officers and soldiers died of disease.

+ Lieutenant MacLeod also died from the effects of his wound some time
after. He was a son of MacLeod of Eyre in Skye.—M‘Innes’ *‘ Brave Sons of
Skye,” page 172.
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the money due to them for providing themselves with fresh
meat in lieu of salt pork, which they had not used, should be
given to the widows and orphans of the regiment, who had
been made so by the campaign. The lieut.-colonel informs
them that it amounts to £150, which will be paid to them;
that he will be happy to put himself at the head of any sub-
scription for so charitable and proper a purpose; and that the
men can subscribe what they wish individually, so that each
shall be free to give or not as he likes.

G.0., Camp before Alexandria, October 5th, 1801.—The
23rd, 42nd, and 92nd Regiments, with detachment Royal
Artillery, will march to-morrow morning at six o’clock to
Aboukir for embarkation.

The regiment embarked on H.M.S. Renommeée and Modeste
Frigate on the 6th October. Since the landing on the 8th
of March it had been engaged in three battles, had taken
part in the investment of Cairo and the siege of Alexandria,
besides several minor affairs and skirmishes.

The 92nd, in common with the other corps employed in the
campaign, afterwards received the Royal authority to bear on
their colours and appointments the Sphinz and the word
Egypt. They had also won the exceptional honour Mandora,*
now only possessed by the Scottish Rifles and the Gordon
Highlanders.

They had, however, suffered much, and tales of the sore
eyes, the flies, the thirst and the sand-storms of the deserts of
Egypt are repeated to this day by their descendants on the
banks of the Spey.

The Grand Seignior of Turkey presented gold medals to
the officers, which varied in size according to rank.

R.O., HM.S. Renommée, October 8th, 1801.—The lieut.-
colonel was happy to receive the following letter from Captain
Probyn, one of the Commander-in-Chief’s aide-de-camps.

HEADQUARTERS, 6th October 1801.
Sir,—As the guard of the 92nd who have been doing duty at
headquarters are about to join their corps, the Commander-in-Chief

* Egypt and the Sphinx were given June 12th, 1803, and Mandora on
February 23rd, 1813. In the officers’ mess there was, and probably still is,
preserved the horn of an Egyptian ration ox, made into a snuff-mull.


































































148 THE LIFE OF A REGIMENT. [1807

HeroHT. SEra’rs, CoRP'LS. DRUM’RS. PRIVATEs

b6 feet 6 and upwards . 8 8 3 184
5 feet 5 » 4 9 5 163
Under 5 feet 5 2 0 5 170
Boy . 0 0 0 1

54 50 22 892

AGE.

55 years and upwards . 0 0 0 1
50 » . 1 0 0 7
45 » 1 2 0 21
40 s 4 3 0 53
35 ’ 9 1 0 81
30 ” 23 14 1 164
25 ” 15 22 1 214
20 » 1 8 10 284
18 ” 0 0 5 55
Under 18 . 0 0 b 2

54 50 22 892

SERVICE.

30 years and upwards . 0 0 0 1
25 » . 1 0 0 0
21 ” 1 0 0 3
18 ” 0 0 0 2
14 ’ 0 0 1 7
12 ” 31 13 5 203
10 . 4 6 1 26
8 ” 5 5 2 70
7 ” 3 8 1 47
6 ' 1 4 2 61
4 ’ 2 5 0 88
3 » 2 5 2 220
2 ” 1 4 7 89
1 ” 1 0 - 0 40
Under 1 year 0 0 0 12

54 50 22 892

Total N.-C. officers, drummers, and privates, 1018.

On March 5th the battalion marched to Colchester, where
the officers “are on all occasions to wear the bonnet, with the
exception of mounted officers.” '
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occupy it, the 2nd to Bredding for the same purpose. They
will post pickets at night to prevent surprise. Immediately
on arrival of the 1st Company at Herlem, Captain Seton will
detach a subaltern and twenty men to Gladsan, there to remain
in the same manner.

Other villages were occupied by cavalry, artillery and in-
fantry ; great care was taken that the inhabitants should
be well treated, and that complaints should be immediately
attended to. Batteries were constructed at the windmill to
the left of the line, and working parties of 200 men from
each of the 43rd, 52nd, and 92nd Regiments, with arms and
accoutrements, were employed, being relieved by others in the
middle of the day, and so on night and day. The troops
were ordered to be formed till further orders two deep instead
of three deep, as was usual. All supplies abandoned by the
proprietors were taken possession of by the Commissariat,
and payment made when the persons entitled to it could be
discovered.

General Orders of August 23rd give detailed instructions
for an attack which is to be made on the enemy the next day,
and the 92nd is one of the regiments named to take part in
it.  On the morning of the 24th, cavalry, infantry, and
artillery were under arms before daybreak, and advanced
towards Copenhagen, halting near the suburbs; but the plan
of attack was not carried out, and the regiment returned with
the reserve to its cantonments. In the course of the day
information was received that some Danish troops were at a
neighbouring village, and the 92nd were sent to dislodge
them. The advance guard, entering the street very quietly,
found no troops, but only a sentry, who had fallen asleep at
his post, and was frightened out of his wits when he woke
to find himself in the hands of a Highland sergeant: The
detachment to which he belonged had gone, having neglected
to relieve him. While in these cantonments, Colonel Napier,
when taking a ride, fell in with a number of waggons laden
with ammunition, escorted by a small body of soldiers. He
told them that our troops were close at hand, on which they
surrendered to him, and he marched them in as prisoners.*

* Sergeant Robertson.
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Wellesley’s dispatch to Lieut.-General Lord Cathcart, dated
Kioge, August 29th, 1807 :—

“I therefore thought it proper to make the attack in an
echelon of battalions from the left, the whole covered by the 1st
Battalion 95th Regiment, and by the fire of our artillery. It fell
to the lot of the 92nd Regiment to lead this attack, and they per-
formed their part in the most exemplary manner, and were equally
well supported by the 52nd and 43rd. The enemy soon retired to
an entrenchment which they had formed in front of a camp on the
north side of Kioge, and they made a disposition of their cavalry
upon the sands to charge the 92nd in flank, while they should
attack the entrenchment. This disposition obliged me to move
Colonel Redins’ Hussars from the right to the left flank, and to
throw the 43rd into a second line, and then the 92nd carried the
entrenchment, and forced the enemy to retreat into the town in
disorder. They were followed immediately in the most gallant style
by Colonel Redins and his Hussars, and by the lst Battalion 95th
Regiment, and by the whole of the infantry of my corps. I cannot
close this letter without expressing to your Lordship my sense of
the good conduct of the troops; all conducted themselves with the
utmost steadiness. But I cannot avoid to mention particularly the
92nd Regiment, under the command of Lieut.-Colonel Napier, the
1st Battalion 95th, under the command of Lieut.-Colonel Beckwith,
the British artillery under command of Captain Newhouse, the
Hanoverian Hussars under Colonel Redins, and the Hanoverian
Light Artillery under Captain Sympter, as corps that had particular
opportunities for distinguishing themselves.”

Reserve Order, Headgquarters, Kioge, August 30th, 1807, six
o'clock a.m.—Major-General Sir Arthur Wellesley has much
pleasure in expressing his satisfaction with the conduct of the
troops in the action of yesterday. All behaved in a manner
deserving the approbation of their superior ofticers. And the
major-general has not failed to report their conduct in the
most favourable manner to the Commander-in-Chief. But it is
particularly incumbent on him to notice and report on indi-
viduals who had opportunities of distinguishing themselves.
Among these are the 1st Battalion 95th Regiment under
Lieut.-Colonel Beckwith, and the British Artillery under
Captain Newhouse, in covering the advance of the infantry,
and the former in the attack on the town of Kioge. The
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common, especially the love of liquor and music.* There was
a good deal of drunkenness, which Colonel Napier attributes
to the practice of the women bringing brandy and wine from
Roskeld, “and Mrs Semple of the 1st Company having been
found in the act, her provisions are to be stopped ; ” and in the
case of another, whose conduct had been still worse, “it was
the intention of Lieut.-Colonel Napier that she should be
drummed through the quarters of the regiment, but out of
respect to the character of her husband, the lieut.-colonel will
be satisfied with her disappearance for ever—and he gives her
forty-eight hours to do so.”

The Grenadiers seem to have given the commanding officer
nearly as much trouble as the ladies. The parish clergyman’s
ducks having been found in their cantonments, the corporal
and twelve men, in whose apartment the ducks were dis-
covered, had to furnish a guard and prevent any Grenadier
passing out till the culprit who stole the poultry is given
up. And the officers of the company are not to leave their
cantonments.

G.0., September 'Tth, 1807.—The Commander of the Forces
congratulates the army on the capitulation of Copenhagen,
which includes the capitulation of the Danish fleet. The
Grenadier detachments of the army will march into the citadel
at four o’clock this evening. A detachment will also embark
at the same hour to occupy the dockyard, etc. All hostilities
will cease.

(.0.—Officers are requested to discontinue the practice of
shooting deer in the woods of His Danish Majesty. Danish
officers are to be complimented by our guards and sentries as
officers of allied armies.

On September 18th Sir Arthur Wellesley left for Eng-
land, and his command was taken over by Brigadier-General
Stewart.

The troops were drilled to a uniform field exercise and
firelock exercise, “ no deviation such as may have been ordered

* Sergeant Robertson mentions that the farmer in whose house he lived
was giving them a tune on the violin the night on which Copenhagen was
partly burned ; on seeing the flames he threw down his instrument, bewailing
the conflagration of the capital of his country.
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by general officers commanding particular districts.” The 43rd,
52nd, and 92nd “ are permitted to act as light infantry accord-
ing to the rules and instructions approved and practised by
light infantry.”

All the outposts were now called in, and on the 23rd
September the 2nd Battalion 52nd, and 1st Battalion 92nd
marched to Roskilde Kroe, and next day joined the army
before Copenhagen.

Rescrve Order, Blessingberg, Seplember 22nd.— Prize lists to
be made up as soon as possible.

On the 28th September a despatch from Viscount Castle-
reagh, His Majesty’s principal Secretary of State for the War
Department, was published to the army expressing His
Majesty’s approbation of the conduct of his troops, both
British and Hanoverian, and of the harmony and zealous
co-operation which had prevailed in all departments of the
paval and military service. The Commander of the Forces
thanked the general and other Staff officers and the regiments
for their “ patience, discipline, and exertions, to which, under
Providence, he is indebted for the complete success of the
whole expedition.”

G.0. October 16th, 1807.—The baggage of the 92nd
Regiment is to be embarked at the jetty head near the citadel
this afternoon at three o’clock.

Distribution on board ships :—

Minotaur . . . . . 336
Neptunus . . . . . 600
Iris . . . . . . 200

1136

The regiment embarked on the morning of the 17th, and
sailed on the 21st. The crews of the English men-of-war
were divided among the prizes, the soldiers assisting in work-
ing the ships. The Neptunus, a fine new Danish 84-gun ship,
by a mistake of the pilot, ran on a sandbank and was wrecked.
Some merchantmen, under convoy of the Sybil frigate, passing,
came to their aid; the stores were got out of the ship, and the
men were landed on the island of Hewan, belonging to Sweden,

L






Rroiumwrar Unirorx, 1806-1810.





















166 THE LIFE OF A REGIMENT. [1808

were successful; in July a French force which had invaded
Andalusia surrendered to the Spaniards at Baylen.* Joseph
Bonaparte was driven out of his new capital, and had retired
to Vittoria, when the British army, reinforced by General
Spencer from Cadiz, and numbering about 14,000 men, landed
near Figueras, in Mondego Bay, on the 1st of August. On
the 15th, the first British blood which iowed in the Peninsular
War was drawn in a skirmish at Obidos. Wellesley defeated
Laborde in the combat of Rolica on the 17th, and in the battle
of Vimiera + on the 21st had forced Junot to retreat, and
was about to follow up his success, when Sir Harry Burrard,
who had left the fleet on which Sir John Moore’s troops were
embarked, and had arrived that morning, but had generously
declined to take the command from Sir Arthur during the
battle, gave orders for the army to halt and remain in position
at Vimiera, till the reinforcements under Sir John Moore
should arrive. On August 22nd Sir Hew Dalrymple arrived
from Gibraltar and assumed the command of the army, so that
in thirty hours a battle had been fought, and three generals
had commanded the forces.

The 1st Battalion 92nd, along with the troops under Sir
John Moore, after a calm and slow passage, arrived at Mondego
Bay on the 21st of August, and were to land there on Sunday
the 22nd, when an express from Sir Arthur Wellesley arrived,
and the transports proceeded to Maceira Bay, where the 1st
Battalion landed on the 27th, with great difficulty, owing to
the swell on the rocky coast; several boats were upset, but
none of the regiment were drowned. They at once marched
inland, and pitched their tents close to the battlefield of
Vimiera, which exhibited a horrible spectacle, strewn as it was
with dead bodies, which the inhabitants were burning, accord-
ing to the custom of the country.] They were told that very
large sums of money were found in the knapsacks of the French
soldiers, who had pillaged the country in all directions.

* The bravery and steadiness of the veteran Swiss and Walloon Guards
in the Spanish service conduced greatly to the defeat of the French.

t It was at Vimiera that Clarke, a piper in the 71st, severely wounded in
the leg, and unable to walk, continued to play, saying, ‘‘ Deil hae me an’ the

lads want music.” A monument was afterwards erected by his regiment over
Clarke's grave at Fort-George. $ Ensign Hector Innes.
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that, considering the extraordinary manner in which three
general officers had been successively invested with the direc-
tion of the army, it was not surprising that the victory of
Vimiera had not been more vigorously followed up; and that
unquestionable zeal and firmness had been exhibited by all three
generals. But, notwithstanding this acquittal, neither Sir Hew
Dalrymple nor Sir Harry Burrard were again employed in any
important command, and it required all the family influence, and
all the early celebrity of the hero of Assaye and Vimiera * to
save the future conqueror of Napoleon from being cut short on
the threshold of his career, for no fault whatever of his own,
by the very people upon whom he had conferred an inestimable
benefit.t

The 1st Battalion 92nd marched from Torres Vedras to
Lisbon, where they remained till the French troops were em-
barked, when they were moved ten miles to Campo Sancta,
and encamped there, being brigaded with the 36th and 71st
Regiments in the Division of Sir John Hope (colonel of the
regiment).

* Alison’s ‘‘ History.” Wellesley had been thanked by both Houses of
Parliament for the victory of Vimiera.

+ Napoleon was no better pleased with the Convention of Cintra. ‘I
was about,” said he, *‘ to send Junot to a Court-martial, but happily the Eng-

lish got the start of me by sending their generals to one, and thus saved me
from the pain of punishing an old friend.” —A/ison.

CREEX OF MACRIRA BAY, WHERE §2ND LANDED.
(From Bradford's 8ketches during the Expedition.)
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a wine house, their horses being tied to the rings which were,
and in parts of the Continent still are, commonly placed in
the wall for that purpose, the plucky sergeants, quietly keep-
ing the side of the causeway, reached the tavern; and it was
only when they had the bridles in their hands that the
astonished dragoons, hearing some noise, looked out to find
their steeds in the possession of men in feathered bonnets
and kilts!

The Frenchmen had their carbines with them, but the
sergeants “took the first word o’ flytin’,” rushed in and
disarmed them; and though a few hurried shots and many
oaths were discharged at them, none of them were hurt,
and they took the patrol—a N.-C. officer and five privates—
prisoners with their horses. When the Spaniards saw what
they had done, they seemed frantic with joy, and gave the
sergeants anything they liked, bringing them warm gloves, as
it was very cold.

When the troops came up to Villada on the 24th, they
were much fatigued on account of the state of the roads,
which were deeply covered with snow. The men were ordered
to clean themselves, as they were expected to halt for some
time; but all of a sudden, the same evening, they were
ordered to fall in in marching order. Columns were formed
outside the town, ready for the expected engagement. It
was a beautiful moonlight night, but so cold that they could
only keep warm by walking about till morning, but “ every
heart beat high with the thought that we were to measure
arms with the great Napoleon. The notion entertained by
the British army was, that the great victories gained by
him had been over raw and undisciplined troops. Every
man felt confident of his own prowess when compared
with a French soldier’s, and nothing was more earnestly
wished than an opportunity of engaging, and an order for
battle.”

Such being the spirit of the British rank and file, one
can imagine their surprise and mortification when a Staff
officer arrived with an order to prepare to return to England.
All the horrors of a retreat of several hundred miles over bad
roads in winter weather appeared to their minds. “ All ranks*
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want of shoes, made stragglers numerous. The general of a
leading division, thinking to relieve his men during a halt in
the night, unfortunately desired them to take refuge from the
weather in some houses a little way from the road. Com-
plete disorganisation followed this imprudent act.* From
that moment it became impossible to make the soldiers of
the division keep their ranks ; plunder succeeded, the example
was infectious, and what with real suffering and evil pro-
pensity, encouraged by this error, the main body of the army
arrived at Betanzos on the evening of the 9th in a state very
discreditable to its discipline.

On the 10th the enemy’s cavalry skirmished with the
troops who were destroying the bridge of Betanzos. Moore
now assembled the army in one solid mass. They had lost
more men in the march from Lugo than in all the rest of the
retreat ; still, when the French cavalry appeared, a body of
stragglers, of whom a sergeant took command, defended them-
selves in a rather open country against 409 horsemen, who
were following and skirmishing with them.t On the after-
noon of the 11th the army arrived at Corunna, after an
orderly march under the personal direction of the Commander-
in-Chief, demonstrating that inattention and want of experience
in the officers, was the true cause of the disasters which had
afflicted the army.

The Gordons spent a miserable night after leaving Lugo,
and next day rested at noon, cold and hungry, on a heath, the
men pulling turnips to eat. At evening they resumed their
dreary journey, the men lame and footsore, many of them

* The following is an extract from General Orders at Benevente,
December 27th :—*¢ The Commander of the Forces has vbserved with concern
the extreme bad conduct of the troops at a moment when they are about to
come into contact with the enemy. It is disgraceful to the officers, as it
strongly marks their negligence and inattention.” He refers to the Orders of
16th October and 11th November, andl desires that they may be read at the
head of every company in the army. ‘¢ He can feel no mercy towards officers
who in times like these neglect essential duties, or towards soldiers who injure
the country they are sent to protect. It is impossible for the general to ex-
plain to the army his motives for the movements he directs ; when it is proper
to fight a battle he will do it, and, meanwhile, he begs the officers and soldiers
to attend diligently to discharge their part.”

1 Vivian’s ‘“ Memoirs.”
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bright contrast to the apathy latterly shown by most of their
countrymen. A large magazine was found in Corunna con-
taining arms, ammunition, and stores, which had been sent
from Great Britain to the Spaniards months before, and which
were lying unused by a nation invaded by 300,000 enemies,
and possessing 100,000 soldiers unclothed and unarmed,* a
notable instance of the improvidence of the Spanish authorities.
Among these stores were many thousand new muskets, for
which the British troops now exchanged their old rusty and
battered weapons, which, with the fresh ammunition, rendered
their fire very superior to that of the enemy in the ensuing
battle.

At a magazine three miles from the town, 4000 barrels
of powder were deposited, and a smaller quantity was in a
storehouse at some distance. To prevent these falling a prey
to the enemy, they were both exploded on the 13th. The
smaller one blew up with a terrible noise that shook the
houses in the town, but when the train reached the larger
magazine there ensued a crash like the bursting of a volcano;
the earth trembled for miles, the rocks were torn from their
bases, and the agitated waters rolled the vessels as in a storm ;
a vast column of smoke and dust, shooting out fiery sparks
from its sides, arose perpendicularly and slowly to a great
height, and then a shower of stones, bursting out of it with a
roaring sound, killed several persons who remained too near
the spot. A stillness only interrupted by the lashing of the
waves on the shore succeeded, and the business of war
went on.t

As the ground in front of Corunna is impracticable for
cavalry, and as many of the horses left alive were foundered,
these poor worn out animals were reluctantly ordered to be
shot ; their riders, whom they had carried in the constant and
successful combats and skirmishes, showed great sorrow at
parting with their equine friends,] but it was thought better

" * Napier. t 1bid.

1 R. Blakeney (‘‘ A Boy in the Peninsula’) says he saw troopers in tears
when obliged to shoot their horses during the retreat, owing to the hoofs
being worn away, and no shoes to be had for them. Blakeney, who was on

rear guard, also says that excess was the cause of many men falling out, and
that many stragglers were robust plunderers.












192 THE LIFE OF A REGIMENT. [1809

rather it should go out of the field with me,” and in that
manner Moore was borne from the fight.

During this time the British were rapidly gaining ground;
the reserve, overthrowing everything in the valley, and obliging
the French Dragoons, who had dismounted, to retire, turned
the left and approached the great battery. On the left some
companies of the 14th and 92nd carried Palavia Abaxo ; the
fight for Elvina ended in favour of the British, and at night
the French were falling back in confusion. Sir John Hope,
upon whom the command of the army had devolved, gave orders
to embark, and the operation was completed without confusion-
or difficulty. The pickets kindled fires, and were themselves
withdrawn at daybreak on the 17th.

Thus ended one of the most celebrated retreats in history,
which remains an example of ability in the general and, the
temporary indiscipline notwithstanding, of courage in his
troops. Soult (Duke of Dalmatia), the ablest of Napoleon’s
marshals, said, “ Sir John Moore took every advantage that
the country afforded to oppose an active and vigorous resist-
ance, and he finished by dying in a combat that must do
credit to his memory.” * This generous opponent erected a
monument over Moore’s grave at Corunna.

Napoleon declared that his talents and firmness alone had
saved the British army from destruction, and Wellington was
of the same opinion.

Napier in his history attributes the want of discipline
during part of the retreat to want of experience on the part
of regimental officers and soldiers, and a N.-C. officer of the
92nd agrees with him when he says—* It is well known that a
finer body of men (in appearance at least) never left the
British shore. No expense was spared to complete them
with every requisite necessary for the expedition. We were
not inured to this sort of warfare, and did not know how to
conduct ourselves. The British soldier when at home has
everything provided for him, and does not know how to live
without all the conveniences to which he has been accustomed
—and the consequence was, that when the army was reduced
to live on scanty allowance, and to suffer privation to which

* Napier.
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ment to see the awful carnage; they were lying actually all
above one another.”

Sergeant Robertson says that Colonel Napier was giving
orders to carry the village, when a shot struck him in the
groin ; one of the men immediately bound up the wound
with his shirt and carried him to the rear, but he died shortly
after. “ Although we were twice driven from the post we re-
turned to the attack with redoubled fury, and at last retained
it in defiance of all the efforts of the enemy to dislodge us.
Exasperated at being thus repulsed, the French sent down
a strong reinforcement upon us to drive all before it, but
General Hope, perceiving the movement, ordered two com-
panies of the 14th to our assistance. Then came the tug
of war; there was little or no firing, but fair hand-to-hand
fighting ; night put an end to the contest, the French with-
drawing from the village, while we remained masters of it.”

Captain Seton’s (92nd) account is short and to the point.
*“ The Battle of Corunna was bloody and bravely contested.
The French got a devil of a drubbing, though five to one.
As they were beat back, they always pressed forward with
fresh troops. Night put an end to the action.”

ViperTe, 7TR Hussars, 1808.



CHAPTER XL

By the death of Lieut.-Colonel Napier the command of the
1st Battalion devolved upon Lieut.-Colonel Lamont.* Owing
to the death of Moore, and Sir David Baird being wounded,
Sir John Hope had assumed command of the army. Colonel
Lamont had been sent for by Sir John, and Sergeant Robertson
accompanied him as orderly. He says—*“ We received orders
to keep our post till five o’clock in the morning to deceive the
enemy, and then to make the best of our way to the ships.
It was dusk, and Colonel Lamont and I lost our way, and,
before we were aware, found ourselves amongst a French
picket. They were busy killing a bullock, but we did not
wait to partake of it, and made the best of our way to our
own picket.” At 5 am. on the 17th, the pickets started for
the beach as fast as they could. They were observed and
pursued by cavalry, but having little more than a mile to go,
they reached’ the boats just in time. About mid-day the
French established a battery on the heights of San Lucia,
which fired on the shipping, causing confusion and disorder
among the transports; the merchant seamen, not bargaining
for this sort of thing, went below and left the soldiers to do
seamen’s duty as best they could. Some masters cut their
cables, and four vessels went ashore. They were burned, and
men-o’-war’s boats removed the troops, while the Victory
brought her guns to bear on the battery and silenced its
noise. Beresford’s Brigade kept possession of the citadel till
the 18th, when, the wounded being all on board, his troops
embarked and the fleet sailed for England.

The death of Colonel Napier was a great grief to the
regiment, which he had joined as senior captain when it was
raised. He had commanded the 1st Battalion since Colonel
Erskine was killed in Egypt in 1801, and both battalions

* Lamont of Lamont, chief of his clan ; he entered the army as ensign,

42nd Regiment, March 1793, was promoted in the Clan Alpine Fencibles, and
afterwards in the 92nd ; retired a Major-General.
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wrecked on the shores of England, and others ran to the
nearest ports; so that the inhabitants of the towns along the
Channel who had seen the successive expeditions which com-
posed Moore’s army embark with all the pomp and circum-
stance of military display, were struck with horror and dismay
when they beheld them return, reduced in numbers, with
haggard faces and ragged clothing. As the news spread
throughout the country, the fate of these gallant men became
a subject of general commiseration, and the hopes of the
nation, which had been raised by the victories at Rolica and
Vimiera, and the early successes of the Spaniards at Baylen
and Saragossa, were changed to despondency by the late
disasters. A cry was raised that Great Britain could never
contend with France except at sea; and this, though in every
regular engagement her troops had defeated the veterans of
Napoleon, and had only retreated because their numbers were
quite inadequate to the task required of them.

But notwithstanding the misfortunes which attended the
campaign, it was even more calamitous to the arms of France.
One whole corps d’armée had capitulated, and surrendered the
kingdom of Portugal, which was still held by the British ;
another had surrendered to the Spaniards at Baylen. The
spell was broken, Continental nations discovered that the
French armies were not invincible, and Austria prepared to
renew the struggle. By drawing Napoleon to the northern
extremity of Spain, Moore gave time to the southern provinces
to restore their army and strengthen their fortresses, and thus
to prepare the way for the campaigns of Wellington, which
Great Britain supported with a determined tenacity of purpose
not hitherto exhibited by the nation in her Continental
expeditions.

The 1st Battalion landed at Portsmouth on the 26th of
January, and arrived at Weely in three divisions on the 13th,
14th, and 15th February. The following extracts from letters
and journals will give an idea of the difference between the
arrival of troops from foreign service in those days, and the
comforts which now await them on return to their native
land.

Mr Innes, who was, with about 100 of the 92nd, along






1809) THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS. 199

On January 30th, Mr Iones writes from Colchester:—
“We are now on our march to Chelmsford in Essex, a route
of about 100 miles, which I find will be extremely expensive.
We were landed a parcel of half-starved naked soldiers. You
will laugh, perhaps, at the title of ‘half-starved,” but believe
me it is the case. Our embarkation was so rapid that we had
no time for providing comforts, and previous to our embarka-
tion we had lain six nights in the fields, feeding on spoiled
ship’s biscuits and salt beef” On February 16th, having
arrived at Weely, he is “just about to inspect a company,
some dressed in kilts, some in pantaloons. . . We make
certainly a very grotesque figure, but ere long we shall again
become quite smart. . . . Our marching in England was
extremely pleasant; all people glad to see us. . . . I fell
in with some strange adventures. Perhaps at a future oppor-
tunity I may relate them. . . . My mother inquires after
some men. Glassan, Hay, and Patterson, as likewise Forbes,
are quite well and safe in this barrack; as to Andrew Fother-
ingham, I am afraid he is taken prisoner, being absent before
we came to Lugo.” *

An Order by Lieut.-General the Hon. Sir John Hope, dated
H.M.S. Audacious, January 18th, 1809, of which the following
is an extract, was published to the battalion at Weely :—

“The irreparable loss that has been sustained by the fall
of the Commander of the Forces, and the severe wound that
has removed Lieut.-General Sir David Baird from his station,
renders it the duty of Lieut.-General Hope to congratulate the
troops on the successful result of the 16th inst. On no occasion
has the undaunted valour of the British troops been more
magnificent. At the termination of a severe and fatiguing
march, rendered necessary by the superiority of numbers which
the enemy had acquired, and which had materially impaired
the efficiency of the troops, many disadvantages were to be
encountered. They have all been surmounted by the troops
themselves, and the enemy has been taught that whatever
advantages of position or numbers he may employ, there is a
natural bravery in the British officers and soldiers that knows
not how to yield, that no circumstances can appal, and that

* These were all men from near his home in Banffshire,
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(elder brother of the celebrated statesman, William Pitt). He
was a veteran accustomed to the routine of official duty, but
without experience as a leader, and without the qualities
necessary to the success of an enterprise which demanded
decision of character, and activity of mind and body. His
appointment was not popular with the nation, or approved
by the army, who would have preferred Sir John Hope.

The fleet was under the orders of Admiral Sir Richard
Strachan.

The instructions to the Commander-in-Chief were :—
“ You are, upon the receipt of these our instructions, to repair
with our said troops to the Scheldt, and carry into effect the
following instructions, in conjunction with the commander
of the naval forces. This conjoint expedition has for its
object the capture or destruction of the enemy’s ships either
building or afloat at Antwerp or Flushing, the reduction of
the island of Walcheren, and rendering the Scheldt, if possible,
no longer navigable for ships of war.” *

In order to take part in this expedition the 1st Battalion
92nd marched in two divisions on the 29th of June for Dover,
where it arrived on the 6th and 7th of July. Captain Seton
writes from Romford, 2nd July 1809 :—*“ We are so far
advanced on our way to Dover, and a great difference between
marching in England and Spain. We go through part of
London to-morrow, and cross London Bridge to Greenwich.”
“ We are still ignorant of our destination. Lord Chatham is
certainly Commander-in-Chief. He may be a very able
statesman, but I am afraid he is a d d bad general.”
“ Sir John Hope (our colonel) is to have a large command
in it.” Again from Dover, July 11th :—*“ T wish we were at
this moment on the banks of the Danube; I think we would
be of the greatest use there. Our destination, of course,
remains a secret.”

The married women who were left behind were accommo-
dated with rooms in barracks, or, if they preferred going to
their homes, they received £1, 1s. and 5s. for each child for
the journey. ’

At Dover the battalion received a draft of 220 men from

* Alison. Lord Chatham’s Instructions. —Parliamentary Debate.
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drumhead Courts-martial, invariably caused by indulgence in
Hollands gin; the prisoners being sentenced to corporal
punishment, of which generally only part was inflicted.

R.0., August 10th.—The 92nd to move from present
quarters to Capelle and Biesling; the men are not to wear
gaiters but on the march or otherwise ordered, and never to
wear trousers except on fatigue or night duty.

Lieutenant-Colonel Cameron is much surprised to observe
that some of the officers have presumed to alter the regimental
bonnet by adding peaks to it, and desires they will not pre-
sume to make any innovation on the regimental dress till he
thinks proper to order it.

R.0., Capelle, August 11th, 1809.—Volunteer Mr James
Hope * is to do duty as supernumerary officer in the Grenadier
Company, and to be obeyed accordingly till further orders.

R.O., Capelle, August 17th, 1809.—Volunteer Mr Colin
M‘Dougall is to do duty as supernumerary ofticer in the
Light Company, and to be obeyed as such till further
orders.

Meanwhile, the success and rapid advance of the British
to within a short distance of Antwerp, had it been followed
up by the Commander of the Forces, must have resulted in the
capture of that place and of the French men-of-war there,
which were the principal objects of the expedition; but he,
instead of pressing on, unfortunately wasted precious time in
reducing Flushing, a subordinate object, which, however, he
prosecuted with vigour and success. The garrison of Flushing
was commanded by General Monnet, who defended himself
with gallantry, but the sallies of the French troops were re-
pulsed ; on the 13th August the British batteries opened on
the land side with fifty-two heavy guns, while seven ships of
the line and a flotilla of bomb-vessels silenced the guns bear- °
ing on the water, destroying the defences on that side. The
town took fire in various quarters, and the French General
was obliged to surrender on the 16th, along with 5800
prisoners and 200 pieces of cannon, besides an immense
quantity of gunpowder, military stores, etc. The Gordons

* A nephew of Sir J. Hope, colonel of the regiment. He was promoted
ensign 92nd in November.















1809] THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS. 215

cleanliness and moderate exercise, but no long drills or field
days. :

G.0., September 19th, 1809.—In consequence of the ill-
health of the 92nd Regiment, they will be excused from
garriSon duty for a short time, officers excepted. Battalions
returned from Holland to be inspected daily by the surgeon, that
the first symptoms of illness may be discovered. No band to
play near the hospital.

R.0., September 18th and 19th.—All fatigue clothing to be
well washed. Men not to go about the barrack square in
greatcoats. Convalescents ordered exercise by the surgeon to
be marched out regularly by Sergeant Duncan M‘Pherson of
the 4th Company. '

On the 1st October there were sick in the regimental
hospital—4 sergeants, 1 drummer, 4 corporals, and 87 privates;
convalescent in barrack rooms—9 sergeants, 7 drummers, 17
corporals, and 277 privates, and a large number of sick N.-C.
officers and privates were sent for their health to Rams-
gate, Deal, Dover, etc. A memo. on the state of October
1st says :—

Of the number in hospital, there are about fifty approaching
a state of convalescence ; the remainder in hospital are in the acute
state of the disease. The new cases are but few, and generally
slight ; the number of deaths have been twenty-one of the sick
present. As the disease generally terminates in ague, the recovery
is likely to be tedious with approaching season of the year. I am
of opinion the greater number of the convalescents will not be fit
for active service for six months at least, and even for common duty
for some considerable time. There is no doubt that the disease has
made more progress in consequence of the men not having been
completely reinstated in their health from the effects of the fever
subsequent to the campaign in Spain.

(Signed) S. D. M‘INTosH,
Surgeon 92nd.

The battalion continued sickly throughout the autumn,
and Colonel Cameron, who had received leave of absence to
the Highlands, writes to his parents that the sickness among
his men is so distressing that they must excuse him. “T am
so wedded to these poor fellows that I cannot leave them in
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The Sphinx, which had been taken as the regimental crest
on the men’s bonnets, etc., when the Marquis of Huntly com-
manded, was now put on the bonnets of the officers.

R.0., Aprid 6th, 1810.—All officers will, on the 1st of
May, wear a silver Sphinx on the cockades of their bonnets in
place of the regimental button now worn. The silver Sphinx
to be of the same pattern as that now worn on the undressed
caps. Lieut.-Colonel Cameron requests that officers, when they
go into company, will appear uniformly dressed, particularly
with their belts and sashes on. He calls attention to repeated
orders against officers walking about barracks improperly
dressed, particularly with round Hatls on.

Officers are invariably, and at all times when they wear
the gorget, to have their bonnets and feathers on. The
commanding officer is much surprised to see men walking
out improperly dressed. No man is ever to pass out of
barracks without being dressed in his full uniform, with his
side arms.

Reference is made to the men showing their belted plaids
and kilts, evidently meaning the small belted plaid now worn
separate from the kilt. The first mention of the “ Highland
scarf,” or shoulder plaid, as worn by field-ofticers and after-
wards by other officers with trousers, is in Orders for an
inspection at Woodbridge.

R.0., 26th April 1810.—The battalion will parade to-
morrow morning at eleven o’clock; assembly to sound at
half-past ten. Every person to be present in the best possible
order—sick and men on duty only excepted. The duty men
to be in complete Highland dress.* The convalescents in
grey pantaloons, with greatcoats slung.  Officers in full
Highland dress, with the breasts of their jackets open, and
without gorgets. Field and Staff officers in white pantaloons
and boots, and mounted officers with the Highland scarf on.
Ten rounds for Grenadier and battalion companies; twenty
rounds for Light Company. The lieut.-colonel informs the
officers that he does not intend to make any alteration in the
regimental purses of the officers.

* That is, with plaids and purses, neither of which were worn on
ordinary occasions.
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A circular from the Horse Guards at this time finds fault
with a fashion prevailing in many regiments of making the
coats too tight to wear the waistcoat under them, and the
waistcoat too small to be used as a fatigue jacket in summer,
as intended. Also, that the stocks are made too high, and
uncomfortable for the men.

There was no dry canteen, but married women of good
character in the battalion were allowed, ““ for the support of
their families,” to sell bread, vegetables, etc. in the barracks.

As many men were still weakly, they were excused guards
even by day, and the Berwickshire Regiment was ordered to
find all garrison duties; “the 92nd will, however, furnish the
fatigue parties.” This continued easy life seems to have been
too much of a good thing for the conduct of some among the
men. Idleness is the mother of mischief, and there were in
those days no recreation or reading rooms to give physical or
mental occupation and amusement.

R.0., 30th April 1810.—As it is evident to the com-
manding officer that whatever indulgence he might feel
inclined to grant to the regiment is instantly abused, even
when given with the intention of re-establishing their health,
he is now determined to try the effect of moderate drill with
them, and orders two drills a day except Wednesdays, Saturdays,
and Sundays.

Soldiers were allowed, under peculiar circumstances, to
purchase their discharge by a sum of money in place of
substitutes, on the following scale :—

For For
LIMITED SERVICE. UNLIMITED SERVICE.
Soldiers finally approved, £37 5 0 . 24715 0
First-class boys, . .21 0 . 33 8 0
Second-class boys, . .11 .9 0 . 1311 0

Calculated at twice the levy money for each recruit.

Up to this time, as far as can be gathered from the
Regimental Orders, there had been no instance of mutinous
conduct on the part of any soldier of the Gordon Highlanders;
unhappily, such a case now occurred; but on the man’s
repentance, and at the request of Colonel Cameron, the
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Commander-in-Chief allowed the soldier to volunteer for service
in India, and thus save himself and his regiment the discredit
of a general Court-martial.

R.0., 20th May 1810.—Private George Robertson of the
Grenadier Company, having conducted himself in a mutinous
and disrespectful manner to Captain Dunbar in the execution
of his duty, he applied to the commanding officer for a
general Court-martial for him. But out of regard to the
regiment, the commanding officer had induced Captain Dunbar
to agree to Robertson’s voluntary wish, who appeared sensible
of his gross breach of military subordination, to allow him to
be disposed of to serve abroad, which the Commander-in-Chief
was pleased to accede to.

R.0., Woodbridge, 4th June 1810.—The men in future to
wear their new clothing. All the old clothing is to be laid
aside, with the exception of the kilt, which the men are
constantly to wear, except when on duty or otherwise ordered,
when they will appear in their full Highland dress. Con-
valescents that cannot wear the kilt are never to be seen out
of barracks on any account unless regularly marched out of
barracks for exercise. Men in hospital to wear old jackets
and pantaloons. The commanding officers of companies to
explain to their men that on no account whatever is any man
to be seen outside barracks without his kilt on and otherwise
regimentally dressed. On account of the late sickness in the
regiment, the men will be allowed to put on their pantaloons
after nightfall, but they are on no account to go out of barracks
in that dress. Officers are to wear the Highland dress when
on garrison duty, and on Sundays. The men are to be careful
to preserve their plain bonnets.

These Orders to be read on three successive parades by an
officer.

The colonel was evidently not an advocate for matrimony.

R.0., June 9th, 1810.—From the strong certificate the
commanding officer has had of the young woman, and from
Private John Campbell’s own good character, he has granted
him permission to marry; at the same time, it is forming a
connection which he strongly wishes to recommend every
soldier to avoid, and his consent can never be obtained but
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when the most unquestionable certificate can be produced of
the moral good character of the female.

It being considered that complete change of air would be
of advantage to the invalids, it was determined to move the
battalion to Canterbury, and on the 14th of June they were
held in readiness.

Sobriety is not the virtue of northern nations, and in the
early part of the century it was more even than now a vice
common to the English, the Scotch, and the Irish. Though it
was more actively discouraged among soldiers, they, having
ready money and spare time, were not far behind their civilian
compatriots in their indulgence in intemperance; and the
Gordons seem to have found the Saxons’ strong ale a very
sufficient, though perhaps not so rapid a means of drowning
their cares as their own mountain dew. As their regimental
poet sang of English quarters, “ Far an dhuair sinn leann am
pailteas ged bha mac-na-praisich gann oirn.”* On the 8th of
July, Colonel Cameron tells the men that should he ever
observe the drunkenness he had seen that day, he will adopt
severe measures, and will also immediately apply to have the
battalion put on duty.

On the 11th of July the 1st Battalion marched to Land
Guard Fort,  where they embarked, landed at Ramsgate, and
arrived at Canterbury on the 20th.

R.0., Headgquarters on board the « Diligent” Transport, July
19¢h, 1810.—Lieut.-Colonel Cameron begs leave to return his
thanks to the men for their exemplary good conduct upon the
march for embarkation, in consideration of which he will for-
give the only two exceptions which came under his notice,
though they were very glaring ones, in hopes that they will

* ¢ Where we got ale in plenty, though the son of fermentation (whisky)
was scarce to us.”

t By Act passed 1810, soldiers on the march, in place of having full diet
provided by the innkeepers or others, are only to have one hot meal provided,
consisting of 1} 1b. of meat weighed before being dressed, 1 1b. of bread, 1 1b.
of potatoes or its equivalent in other vegetables, pepper, vinegar, and salt,
and two pints of small beer. The Government is to pay 8d. for this meal.
The horse soldier is to contribute 7d. and the foot soldier 5d. out of his pay and
beer money towards this sum of 8d., and the soldiers are to receive the differ-
ence between this 8d. and 1s. 4d., the sum formerly paid for full diet, in order
to provide themselves with other articles of subsistence,
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them and taken into store. They are all given characters as
“good "—*“a good man and a good soldier,” “a very good
man "—except one, “very indifferent,” presumably a German
musician named Ferdinand Vicarmann.

The foregoing extracts from Orders and letters give a
sketch of the life of the Gordon Highlanders on home service
at this period.

The 1st Battalion had, as we have seen, been employed
during the last two years in Denmark, Sweden, Portugal,
Spain, and Holland. Tt was destined soon to proceed again
to the Peninsula and to take an active part in the campaigns
of the next four years in Portugal, Spain, and France.

The climate of Kent restored the health of the men, and
they were now fit, not only for duty at home, but for active
service abroad, though the effects of the Walcheren fever and
ague were afterwards felt by many when put to the test of
exposure and hardship.

Since the embarkation of Sir John Moore’s army at Corunna
in January 1809, the French had possessed themselves of that
important fortress and of a great part of Spain. The
Spaniards had bheen defeated at all points; Saragossa and
Gerona, after heroic defence, had been obliged to capitulate.
The Spanish Junta took refuge in Cadiz, which, in February
1810, was invested by a French army, and 6000 British
troops assisted in the defence. Marshal Soult had invaded
Portugal and stormed Oporto. The small British force left
by Sir John Moore, when he advanced into Spain, was concen-
trated under Lieut.-General Sir John Cradock for the defence
of Lisbon.

The Government felt that the fate of Britain was insepar-
ably connected with that of the Peninsula; that so long as the
war was maintained there, it would be averted from the shores
of Britain; and determined to stand by Spain to the Jast.
Large reinforcements were sent to Portugal ; Portuguese troops
were raised by conscription, taken into British pay, and com-
manded by British officers. In April 1809, Lieut.-General
Sir Arthur Wellesley was appointed to command the army in
the Peninsula.

By the famous passage of the Douro he compelled Soult to
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retreat from Oporto—a retreat which was much more dis-
astrous to the French than was that of Sir John Moore to the
British six months before. The French disgraced this retreat
by the most savage cruelty,® and their discipline and conduct
were infinitely worse than that of Sir John Moore’s army.
Their losses amounted to about a fourth of the whole troops
that were attacked on the Douro, besides all their artillery
ammunition and even a considerable part of their muskets.}
The advance of Marshal Victor obliged Sir Arthur to desist
from the pursuit of Soult and join the Spanish General
Cuesta, who in March had been totally defeated by Marshal
Victor at Madellin. The combined forces under Wellesley
were attacked at Talavera on the 27th and 28th July 1809, }
and the French army, commanded by Joseph Bonaparte, was
defeated.§ For this victory Sir Arthur Wellesley was raised
to the peerage by the title of Viscount Wellington.

After the battle of Wagram (July 1809), Napoleon had
reached the height of his greatness, and the peace with Austria
enabled him to throw into the conflict in the Peninsula the
veteran troops which had been employed on the Danube. In
April 1810, he had espoused Maria Louisa, daughter of the
Austrian Emperor. He now proposed to subjugate Portugal,
as well as Spain, and the army of Portugal, 90,000 strong,
under Massena,|| threatened to carry out the proposal.

Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida were captured by the French;
and Viscount Wellington was obliged to fall back on the
strong mountainous position of Dusaco, where, on the 27th
September 1810, with his Dritish and Portuguese troops, he
gallantly repulsed the French uuder Massena and Raynier,

* Alison. + Ibid.

1 Private John Steuart of the 92nd appears in regimental returns as killed
July 28th ; he was probably one of the corps of detachments mentioned by
Napier as having done good service in this campaign.

§ On the day after the battle General Crawfurd, with the 43rd, 52nd, and
95th (Rifle) Regiments, arrived. Having been falsely informed that Wellington
had been defcated on the 27th, Crawfurd, withdrawing fifty of the weakest
men from his ranks, pressed on with the utmost expedition, arriving on the
morning of the 29th, these gallant men having in twenty-six hours covered
sixty-two English miles, carrying from 50 to 60 lb, each. They left only
seventcen stragglers en route, and immediately took charge of the outposts.

+ Massena, u Marshal of France, Prince of Easling, and Duke of Rivoli.
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with a loss of 1800 killed and 3000 wounded—among them
the Generals Foy and Merle. It was the first time the Portu-
guese troops had stood victoriously beside the British against
the French, and the moral effect on their conduct was most
important. Wellington, with the foresight and caution which
are as necessary to success in a general as gallantry and
activity, had, during the previous twelve months, employed
the British engineers in forming the lines of Torres Vedras;
he now retired his army to this stronghold, which the ad-
vanced guard reached on the 8th of October, and by the 15th
the whole army was collected within the lines, now completed
and armed with 600 guns.

This was the state of affairs when the 1st Battalion 92nd,
commanded by Major Archibald MacDonald, landed at Lisbon
on the 8th October 1810. They had been held ready for
embarkation by District Orders, Canterbury, September 9th,
and embarked at Deal, 21st September, on board the ships
Audacious, Apollo, and Vestal *

The officers who landed at Lisbon on October 8th, when
the Gordon Highlanders entered on this memorable and
romantic campaign, were :—

Major Archibald MacDonald. Lieutenant William Fyfe.

» Peter Grant. » John Cattanach.
Captain Donald M‘Donald. . J. A. Durie.
,, John MacPherson. ” Allan M‘Nab.
5, Samuel Maxwell. " J. J. Chisholm,
,, Robert N. Dunbar. ” Robert Winchester.
,» James Lee. »” Thos. M‘Intosh.
,» Geo. W. Holmes. ” Donald MacDonald.
» Ronald MacDonald. » Andrew Will.
Lieutenant J. L. Hill. Ensign Patrick Leitham.
’ John Hill. »  George Mackie,
’ Samuel Bevan. s A. M‘Pherson.
” John Warren. ,» Ewen Ross.

» John Ross. » T. R. Meade.

® Embarkation Return of 1st Battalion 92nd Regiment of Foot at Deal,
21st September 1810 :—Colonel, 0 lieut.-colonel, 0; majors, 2; captains, 7
lieutenants, 14 ; ensigns, 5: paymaster, 0; adjutant, 1: quartermaster, 1;
surgeon, 1 ; assistant-surgeons, 2; sergeants, 48 : drummers. 17;: rank and file,
821 ; women, 16; children, 4.
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from six to eight miles in rear of the first; the third, intended
to cover a forced embarkation, extended from Passo d’Arcos
on the Tagus to the Tower of Junquera on the coast. Here
an outer line, constructed on an opening of 3000 yards,
enclosed an entrenched camyp, designed to cover the embarkation
with fewer troops, should the operation be delayed by weather ;
and within this second camp, Fort St Julian’s, whose high
ramparts and deep ditches defied an escalade, was armed to
enable a rear guard to protect the armny. The nearest part of
the second line was twenty-four miles from Passo d’Arcos,
and some parts of the first line were two long marches distant;
the principal routes led through Lisbon. The second line was
the strongest, and it was there that Wellington had originally
intended to make his stand ; the first being meant rather to
retard the enemy’s advance, and to enable the army to take
up its ground on the second.

But Massena had delayed so long in reducing Ciudad
Rodrigo and Almeida, that the British engineers had time to
render the first line so capable of defence, that Wellington
resolved to abide his opponent there. It consisted of thirty
redoubts placed on a ridge of heights, on which were mounted
140 guns; the great fort on Monte Agraca in the centre was
perched on an eminence that overlooked the town of Sobral
and the exterior lines, and from it signal posts communicated
over their whole extent. A road ran along the front of the
position from Torres Vedras by Runa, Sobral, and Aruda to
Alhandra, and the tive highways leading through the barrier
were all palisadoed : the left, from the sea to the town of
Torres Vedras, was defended by the river Zizandre, which was
unfordable ; the redoubts were armed with chevawxr-de-frise ;
while the intervening spaces which were not fortitied (except
where a scarp was executed along the brow of the ridge) were
formed into encampwments for the troops, under shelter of the
guns of vne or other of the works. Un the whole tifty miles
of fortifications, no less than 600 pieces of artillery were
mounted on 150 forts. * Neither the Rowans in aneient, nor
Napoleon in modern times have left such & proof of their
power and perseverance : and they will remain in indestruc-
tible wajesty to the end of the world, an ¢nduring monument
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of the grandeur of conception in the chief who could design,
and the nation which could execute, such a stupendous
undertaking.” *

* Alison. Yet at this time, Members of Parliament, backed by a con-
siderable part of the British public, entirely without experience of war, and
ignorant of the special difficulties he had to contend with, were clamouring
against Wellington because he had not followed up his success at L'alavera.

GIRL OF GUARDA, ARMED PEASANT, OFFICER OF INFANTRY, PEASANT OF TORRES VEDRAS.
(From *‘8ketches in Portugal,” by the Rev. Mr Bradford, Chaplain to the Forces, 1809.)
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movable columns to the rear to seck provisions, and forming
magazines at Santarem till reinforcements arrived to his
assistance. Lord Wellington, on the other hand, hoped to
starve him out before his succour could arrive. Between the
two armies there were a number of deserted farms and houses
unoccupied by either party ; and in this neutral ground the
British and French soldiers constantly met when looking for
potatoes and other vegetables, without molesting each other—
those who knew a little Portuguese or Spanish using these
languages in their intercourse; and they were to be seen
shaking hands and drinking from each other’s canteens—
“ Drink with you to-day ; fight with you to-morrow,” they
would say laughing; for the French, though brutal and cruel
in their treatment of the country people, respected the red
coats, and when not actually fighting with them, were generally
friendly and civil.*

The increasing strength of the works, reported by British
deserters (unhappily very numerous at this period),f added to
his own observation, convinced Massena that it was impossible
to force the lines with the troops at his command. His army
suffered from sickness and from the vengeance of the Portu-
guese, excited by the wanton excesses of his foraging parties,
who had reduced the country far behind him to a desert; and
yielding to necessity, he at length resolved to fall back upon
the strong position of Santarem, where a fertile country would
afford supplies to his army.

His dispositions were made with ability. The wmorning of
the 15th of November was foggy, and it was only some hours
after daybreak that the British outposts discovered that the
French army was retiring. All was joy and excitement in the
British lines. Wellington immediately directed the Second
and Light Divisions to follow the enemy, whose intention was
not clearly developed ; it might have been to attack the lines
at Torres Vedras; so he kept the principal part of his army

and this was known in France through the British newspapers. It was on
Wellington’s calm confidence and firmness alone that the fate of the Peninsula

and of Europe depended.
* J. Fergusson and other old Gordon Highlanders.

t Napier.
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stationary at first, but on the 16th, it being clear that no
attack was intended, the First Division was brought on to
Alemquer, being followed by the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth, while
Hill with the Second Division was ordered to cross the Tagus
to head the French from passing that river.

The 92nd had marched on the evening of the 15th into
the town of Sobral, which the French had occupied till the
previous night. Close to the town they saw a soldier hanging
on a tree and another apparently flogged to death—signs of
the revenge which the French had brought on themselves by
their treatment of the inhabitants. They also noticed the
cleverness of these old campaigners, who had made the enor-
mous wine casks of the country into sleeping places for their
outposts. Continuing the pursuit, they marched three days,
following the Light Division by Alemquer to Cartaxo, where
they came up with the French rear-guard. During this
advance many prisoners were made, principally stragglers or
marauders, and a remarkable exploit is recorded by Napier,
performed by Sergeant Baxter of the 16th Light Dragoons,
who, with only five troopers, came suddenly upon a picket of
fifty men who were cooking. The Frenchmen ran to their
arms and killed one of the dragoons, but the rest broke in
amongst them so strongly that Baxter, with the assistance of
some countrymen, made forty-two captives.

On the 19th, Wellington, supposing Massena to be in full
retreat, made dispositions for assaulting Santarem with a
small force, thinking he had only to do with a rear-guard.
The Light Division advanced between the Rio Mayor and the
Tagus, Pack’s Portuguese Drigade and the cavalry were to turn
the French right, while the First Division (in which was the
92nd) was to attack the causeway which ran through a marsh
from the Rio Mayor to the heights on which the enemy had
placed artillery. The columus were formed for the attack, the
skirmishers were exchanging shots with the enemy, when it
was found that the guns had not arrived; and Lord Wellington,
not quite satisfied with the appearance of his adversary’s force,
cautiously manceuvred till evening, when he ordered the troops
to retire to their former ground. During the day our men
could see the French occupying every advantageous spot, their
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hand to replace it; if Wellington failed, the Lines were gone,
and with them the whole Peninsula. He would not risk a
battle except on advantageous terms, and these were at present
not to be had. He determined to remain on the defensive,
and to strengthen his position, watching the roads and mining
the bridges, so as to render impossible any sudden incursion of
the enemy. Torres Vedras was still occupied in force lest
Massena might make an attack on that side. Hill was with
two divisions on the opposite bank of the Tagus, and by his
activity prevented the French from adding to their resources
by foraging on that side; the rest of the British army was
cantoned along the front opposite the French.

In these dispositions the headquarters of the First Division
were at Cartaxo, the 1st Battalion 92nd being stationed at the
neat little village of Alcantrinho, where they arrived from
Almostal on 28th November. The place had been deserted
by most of its inhabitants, who had fled from the French and
taken refuge in Lisbon; but the Gordons made themselves
very comfortable in these winter quarters, and parades, drill,
etc., went on in the usual routine, varied, however, by picket
duty; while their interest was kept up by the constant
rumours of the movements of the French armies in Spain, and
the engagements which took place between them and the
Spanish commanders.

Lord Wellington, though he was himself fully occupied in
improving the discipline and organisation of the Portuguese
troops and militia, as well as in quieting the political troubles
occasioned by certain disloyal Portuguese, thoroughly under-
stood that ‘““all work and no play makes Jack a dull boy,”
and that soldiers, like other people, are the better for a little
amusement in their leisure hours. He encouraged games and
entertainments among the troops, and, recognising that the
chase is the best training for war, he kept a pack of fox-
hounds, which hunted the country in rear of the army, but the
followers were desired on no account to cross the line between
the two armies. The huntsman was a private in the Cold-
stream Guards, who had been in a hunting establishment before
he enlisted. One day, after a long run, the fox crossed the
line of demarcation ; the officers pulled up and called to the
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soldier huntsman to do the same. “ Where my hounds go I
go,” said Crane as he galloped on. Having killed his fox, he
was about to return to the British outposts, when he was
pounced upon by a picket of French dragoons and carried off
to headquarters. Massena, however, sent him and his pack
back with a courteous note to Lord Wellington.*

Thus the time passed merrily enough; even outpost duty
was not without its interest. —The pickets could see at
Almeyrim on the left bank of the Tagus the splendid
residence of the Marquis de Alorna, once a general in the
army of Portugal, who had espoused the cause of the French
and now returned as their guide and counsellor. This miser-
able man was one of those who fomented Wellington’s political
troubles. He was resident at Santarem, where, once respected
by all, he was now treated with looks of contempt and indig-
nation as a traitor to his country. Some of the outposts
were so near those of the enemy, divided only by a small
river, that they could see the dragoons exercising, men clean-
ing their arms, and on a calm day hear what was said by the
vigilant officers as they patrolled the opposite bank, with
whom our officers often courteously conversed. “ One day
some of them saluted us from the opposite bank—* Bon
jour, Messieurs'—asked after Lord Wellington, said he had
done wonders with the Portuguese, and praised his conduct of
the campaign. Then they asked if our King was not dead,}
and on our replying ‘ No, one said, pointing to another, ‘ Le
général dit que tout le monde aime votre roi George, qu’il a
été bon peére de famille et bon petre de son peuple’ (the
general says that everyone loves your King George, that he
has been a good father of his family and a good father of his
people).

“ We quizzed each other; they asked us how we liked
bacalldo and azete for dinner instead of English roast beef;
and we, what they did at Santarem without the cafés and

* The Duke of Wellington afterwards bought his discharge, and *Tom

Crane” became a well-known authority on hunting, and died as huntsman of
the Fife Foxhounds.

t King George III. was at this time suffering from the mental malady
from which he never recovered. Shortly after, the Prince of Wales (after-
wards George IV.) was made Regent.
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Salles de Spectacle of Paris. They replied, laughing, that they
had a theatre, and asked us to come and see the play of that
evening, ‘ L'entrée des Francais dans Lisbon ’ (the entry of the
French into Lisbon). One of our party quickly answered
that he recommended to them, ‘La répétition d'une nouvelle
pitce—Ila fuite des Frangais!’ (the repetition of a new play
—the flight of the French). They burst into a loud, long and
general laugh, the joke was too good—too home. Their
general then pulled off his hat, and wishing us good day with
perfect good humour, they went up the hill.”* On another
occasion our men were astonished by a French soldier calling
over the stream, “ How are the jolly old Buffs getting on ?”"—
evidently a deserter.

One day some French troops were about to kill a bullock,
when it broke loose and galloped towards the 92nd, one of
whom shot it, and they proceeded to cut up their prize in view
of their hungry and disappointed foes. Two French soldiers,
waving a white handkerchief by way of flag of truce, came over
with a message from their officer that he was sure the Scottish
soldiers were too generous to deprive his men of their only
provisions; on which half the beef, with some bread and a
bottle of rum, was sent back.

Although the French were ready to chaff and laugh with
the British, their conduct towards the natives of the country
was very different. Foraging parties of great strength scoured
- the districts within their reach, driving off herds of cattle,
flocks of sheep, and spoil of every description. These excur-
sions gave rise to horrible cruelty and excess, which broke
down the discipline of the French army, nor were they always
executed with impunity. Often they were interrupted by the
British cavalry, who, concealing their movements, would watch
for a favourable opportunity, and when they saw a party of
the enemy busy with the plunder of a village, would swoop
down on them, redeeming the cattle, and taking many officers
and soldiers. Our dragoons often made large sums of money
by these adventures, as all horses captured from the enemy
were sold for the benefit of the captors. The French also
_ felt the effects of their system in the relentless vengeance of

* ‘“ Recollections of the Peninsula.” By Sherer.
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the exasperated people, who lost no opportunity of Kkilling,
often with torture, any stragglers or small detachments they
could master.* .

Organised plunder, even in an enemy’s country, has never
been the system of the Dritish army. It is prevented by
stringent rules, and though these may occasionally have been
broken under circumstances of privation and temptation, there
is a general confidence in our honesty, resulting in more
regular supplies than can be obtained by desultory plunder.
Still there are black sheep in all flocks, and even in the
Gordon Highlanders there were men who, like Donald Caird,
sometimes “ Found orra things where Allan Gregor fand the
tings.” + While at Alcantrinho, four of the 92nd went into
the country to see what they could pick up in the houses
which they believed to be deserted, when to their surprise
they found the inhabitants had returned to their homes since
the British had occupied the district. =~ Having gone thus far
on the downward path, and loath to return empty handed,
they flung aside restraint and proceeded to plunder. One of
the inhabitants immediately ran off and informed the officer
commanding. The roll was called, the men were found absent
and confined on their return ; were tried by Court-martial, and
sentenced to be shot. Colonel Cameron, however, sorry for
the untimely fate which he feared awaited these young men,
and believing from his knowledge of them that they might
still become trustworthy and good soldiers, before the sentence
was promulgated made a strong representation, with any
extenuating circumstances, in their favour. I find among his
correspondence the following letter :—

CarTAX0, December 25th, 1810.

DEeaRr Sir,—Sir Brant Spencer has directed me to inform you
that he has spoken to Lord Wellington respecting the four men of
the 92nd Regiment, and that he has every reason to believe that
should the result of the Court-martial be serious, Lord Wellington
will give it his lenient consideration. ~The Lieut.-General has thus

* The marauders of our army, at this time very numecrous, committed a
thousand excesses. The cruelties committed against us scem to the Spaniards
legitimate vengeance. Their hatred was profound, ardent, irreconcilable.—
Fezensac, general in Napoleon’s army. 1 Sir Walter Scott.
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taken the earliest opportunity of communicating to you the result
of his application, which he trusts will prove satisfactory.
(Signed) T. DRAKE,
Captain and A.D.C.
To Lieut.-Colonel Cameron,
" 92nd Regiment.

The result was that the men, after being sentenced to
death, were pardoned.

While his troops were enjoying comparative rest through-
out the winter, their general was far from being idle. He
had, indeed, besides the care and discipline of the allied
army under his immediate control, many and great re-
sponsibilities on his shoulders. On the 1st of January,
Napoleon had caused an army of 70,000, including ihe young
guard, to enter the north of Spain. The army of the centre,
under King Joseph Bonaparte, numbered 27,000; Marshal
Soult, Duke of Dalmatia, was in the direction of Cadiz with
another large body of all arms, with which he was ordered by
the Emperor to march upon Badajos, and, if possible, to assist
Massena ; but such were the precautions of Wellington and the
activity of the Spanish guerillas, that no communication could
be effected between the two Marshals, and each remained in
ignorance of the situation of the other. Lord Wellington
corresponded with and advised the Spanish generals as to
their operations; they neglected his advice and were defeated.
Soult besieged Badajos, and Wellington sent two Spanish
divisions to help their countrymen who composed the garrison,
but the incapacity of their commander brought destruction on
his own force, and finally resulted in the fall of the fortress.

Meanwhile the British Government, roused by the wise
and statesmanlike representations of their indomitable general
to the far-reaching importance of the war, acceded to his

Note.—In a Monthly Return at Alcantrinho the following note occurs :—
¢ Alteration in number of sergeants. The drum-major struck off and placed
upon the strength of the drummers, agreeable to General Orders of October
20th, 1810.” The *‘ Memoir of Colonel Cameron ” mentions that at this time
the bandsmen were put in the ranks; the music of the battalion alternating
between ‘‘ the ear-piercing fife and spirit-stirring drum,” and the swinging
rhythm of the pipe, which was not broken by the accompaniment of a drum
till fifty years later.

Q
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the River Soure, which was fordable, and the British divisions
were in rapid motion along the left bank with the intention
of crossing lower down and cutting off Massena’s retreat ; but
night came on, and the operation terminated with a sharp
skirmish, in which, after some changes of fortune, the French
were driven from the castle and town with such vigour that
they had not time to destroy the bridge, though it was mined.
About forty of the Allies were wounded, and the French loss
was somewhat greater.

Daybreak on the 12th saw both armies in movement, and
eight miles of marching and skirmishing brought the head of
the British into a hollow way leading to a high table-land on
which Ney had disposed 5000 infantry, a few squadrons of
cavalry, and some light guns; behind him was the village of
Redinha, situated in a hollow; it covered a bridge over the
Soure, and a long and dangerous defile. Beyond the stream
some rugged heights commanding a view of the position in
front of the village were occupied by a division of infantry, a
regiment of cavalry, and a battery of heavy guns, all so dis-
posed as to give the appearance of still greater force. An
open plain extended between the French and the position of
the British.

Lord Wellington, after examining the enemy’s position,
directed the Light Division to attack the wooded slopes cover-
ing Ney’s right. They cleared the woods, and their skir-
mishers advanced into the plain; but the French opened a
heavy fire, and their 3rd Hussars charged and took fourteen
prisoners.  The British had meanwhile seized the wooded
heights protecting the French left, but Ney, though he saw that
Lord Wellington was bringing the masses of his troops into
line, continued to hold his ground with astonishing confidence,
and even charged the skirmishers, though there were already
cavalry and guns on the plain enough to overwhelm him.
In this position both sides remained for an hour, when three
shots were fired from the British centre as a signal to
advance, and a most splendid spectacle of war was exhibited.
The woods seemed alive with troops, and in a few moments
30,000 men, forming three gorgeous lines of battle, were
stretched across the plain; while horsemen and guns spring-
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right, cruelly ham-stringed 500 and left them to starve in
agony. Napier also mentions this circumstance. “The
mute but deep expression of pain and grief visible in these
poor creatures’ looks wonderfully roused the fury of the
soldiers.”  British soldiers are notoriously kind to dumb
animals, and at that moment no quarter would have been
given to a Frenchman. Indeed, Massena’s retreat was marked
by unlimited violence on the part of his troops, and unlimited
vengeance on the part of the Portuguese peasantry. Towns,
villages, and corn stacks were burned; wine which could not
be consumed was left running in the gutters; the people were
murdered if they remained, and their property destroyed if
they fled from their homes. They formed themselves into
bands sworn to vengeance, who hung on the rear of the
French, revenging themselves on any stragglers from the
ranks. The Gordons saw not only the dead, but the wounded,
stripped naked by them, and Napier mentions a peasant
whom he saw hounding on his dog to devour the dead and
dying.

On the 16th the Allies halted ; they had in some respects
suffered greater privations than the enemy, who had cleared
the country of all supplies, and had also carried fifteen days’
bread with them, while the Allies depended on a commissariat
which broke down under the difficulties. The men of the
92nd had no bread, only beef killed as required, and eaten
without salt ; and one day a little rice was served out as a
great treat. The soldiers grumbled to each other as they
stumbled along in the darkness of a foggy morning. “ The
Parliament and people at home hear all about the grand Lord
and the movements of the army, but they don’t know anything
about us individuals; they don't know, for instance, that you
are d d tired and that I have no pao” * (Portuguese for
bread), and they blamed the Commissary-General, but he was
not really in fault. The Portuguese Government, notwith-
standing the representations of Wellington, would neither feed
the Portuguese troops regularly even at Santarem, nor collect
the means of transport for the march ; after passing Pombal,
many of the Portuguese soldiers were actually without food for

* ‘“ Recollections of the Peninsula’’ and Sergeant Robertson.
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four days; * many died, and to save the whole from destruc-
tion, the British supplies were shared with them ; thus the
Commissary-General’s means were overtaxed, the whole army
suffered, and their general was obliged to call a' halt.

On the 17th of March the 92nd were in “camp near
Lasisoa.” The French had again taken up a strong position
behind the river Alva and on the Sierra de Moita, having
destroyed the bridges behind them ; and Massena sent out
foraging parties, intending to halt for several days; but on the
18th the First, Third, and Fifth Divisions were ordered to
advance over the mountains to menace the French left, and
they carried out these instructions with wonderful perseverance
and strength, while the other divisions cannonaded the enemy
on the Lower Alva. The Gordons had hard work during this
movement, and the women of the regiment suffered a good deal
of hardship. The Staff Corps made a raft bridge over the
Alva, and the pursuit continued. Massena recommenced his
retreat with great rapidity; again destroyed baggage and
ammunition, and abandoned his more distant foraging parties,
of whom 800 were taken. Wellington assembled the whole
army at Moita on the 19th; and on the 20th the pursuit was
continued by the cavalry and Light Division, while the 92nd,
with the greater part of the troops, halted at Moita till pro-
visions, which had been sent by sea from Lisbon to the
Mondego, could come up to them. The, French reached Celerico
on the 21st, where they were reinforced by a division 9000
strong ; and Massena proposed to send his sick to the fortress
of Almeida, and then to pass the river Estrella at Guarda;
make a countermarch through Sabugal to the Elga, establish
communications across the Tagus with Marshal Soult and with
King Joseph Bonaparte, with a view to mutual co-operation.
But he could no longer command the obedience of his generals,
who were at variance with each other and with him. To
such a height did the discord rise between Massena and
Ney, that the latter was superseded in his command by
General Loison.

By the 28th the troops (including the 92nd) had come up
from Moita, and with them the reinforcements, which were

* Napier.
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formed into a Seventh Division. At Guarda a battle was
expected on the 29th, and Wellington disposed his army for
the attack of that nearly impregnable position—the 92nd, in
the First Division, being placed in the centre. The absence of
Marshal Ney, who had so ably commanded the rear guard of
the enemy, was at once felt by both armies. On the appear-
ance of the allied troops, the position was abandoned without
firing a shot ; and the French retired in confusion to the Coa,
a considerable river running northwards through ravines and
rugged banks, to join the Douro.

On the 1st of April the allied army descended the moun-
tains and reached the Coa—the 92nd starting from Alviria,
about twenty miles distant. The enemy’s troops were disposed
on the right bank of the river, and the position occupied by
General Reynier’s Army Corps at Sabugal suggested to Welling-
ton the possibility of cutting it off and compelling it to
surrender. The enterprise failed of complete success, owing to
the attack being prematurely delivered by the British advanced
troops before the other columns, who were confused by thick
mist and rain, had reached their posts. A fierce encounter
took place, in which the 43rd and two battalions of the 52nd
distinguished themselves by the presence of mind of the ofticers
and the furious bravery of the soldiers. They sustained and
repulsed repeated attacks of cavalry and infantry, and by the
steadiness of their musketry fire silenced two French guns,
which opened with grape at 100 yards distance. Reynier had
put 6000 infantry, with cavalry and artillery, in motion to
storm the contested height, when at the critical moment the
five British divisions passed the bridge of Sabugal, the British
cavalry appeared on the hills beyond the enemy’s left, and the
Third Division, issuing from the woods, opened fire on Reynier’s
right, which decided the fate of the day. The French general
retreated on Rendo, where he met the Sixth Corps coming to
his assistance, but they fell back together, pursued by the
British cavalry.

The First and Seventh Divisions being in reserve, the 92nd
did not take part in this bloody encounter, which, though it
lasted less than an hour, cost the Allies nearly 200 killed and
wounded ; 300 dead Frenchmen lay heaped together on the
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hill, and more than 1200 were wounded, so true and constant
was the British fire.*

Massena sought rest for his army behind the cannon of
Ciudad Rodrigo, and retreated across the frontier with the bulk
of his army to that fortress and to Salamanca, at the same
time throwing a garrison into Almeida. One more affair, very
creditable to the French, occurred as a French brigade was
marching from Almeida to Ciudad Rodrigo. Suddenly two
cannon shots were heard, and six squadrons of British cavalry,
with Bull's troop of Horse Artillery, came sweeping over the
plain. The French immediately formed squares and retreated,
their cavalry on the flanks; and though the cannon shots
ploughed through them, they retained their military order and
coolness ; and, gaining rough ground, escaped over the river
Agueda, but with the loss of 300 men in killed, wounded, and
prisoners. Massena entered Portugal with 70,000 men ;
10,000 joined him at Santarem, and 9000 on the retreat.
He brought only 45,000 of all arms out of the country. He
lost, therefore, the enormous number of 45,000 men during
the invasion and retreat by want, sickness,and the sword. The
British were not weakened to the extent of a fourth of that
number ; + and Wellington stood victorious on the confines of
Portugal, having executed what, to others, appeared incredibly
rash and vain to attempt. }

During these operations the 92nd had neither ofticer nor
soldier killed in action.

The army was now cantoned in villages on both sides of
the Coa, the headquarters of the Gordon Highlanders being at
Aldea Ponte, on the frontier of Portugal, about ten miles from
Sabugal on the road to Ciudad Rodrigo. On the 9th of April
the battalion entered Spain and was quartered at Albergaria,
where they were joined by a draft of one lieutenant and forty-
four rank and file from the 2nd Battalion. §

In these places there were good markets, and they enjoyed
rest and abundance of good things. Lord Wellington’s head-
quarters were at Villa Formosa on the frontier not far from

* Napier. t Alison. + Napier.
§ At this period there was a small depit of the 1st Battalion still at Can-
terbury ; the 2nd Battalion being in Ireland.
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Almeida, which fortress he closely invested. The remarkable
escape at this time of one of Lord Wellington’s staff is recorded
by Napier. Colonel Waters had been taken prisoner during
the retreat; he had refused to give his parole, and was conse-
quently kept in the custody of gens d’armes. When the French
army was near Salamanca, he waited till the chief gens d’armes,
who rode the only good horse in the party, had alighted, when,
giving the spur to his own mount, he galloped off, an act of
incredible resolution and hardihood, for he was on a large
plain covered for miles around him with the French columns.
His hat fell off, and, thus distinguished, he rode along the flank
of the troops, some encouraging him, others firing at him, and
the gens d’armes, sword in hand, close at his heels; suddenly
breaking at full speed between two columns he gained a
wooded hollow, and, having thus bafled his pursuers, reached
headquarters on the third day, where Lord Wellington had
caused his baggage to be brought, observing that he would not
be long absent.

GUERILLAS UNDER DON JULIAN S8ANCHEZ, AND SraNIisH GHRENADIER,
(Froin Booth's ** Military Costumes of Europe,” 1812.)
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Divisions moved in support. Then the French cavalry passed
Poco Velho, forming in order of battle towards Nava d’Aver,
from which the guerillas* retired across the Turones, when
Montbrun, the French cavalry general, turned the right of the
Seventh Division, and charged the British and Portuguese
cavalry, about 1000 strong, with about 4000 Cuirassiers.
The combat was unequal, and after one shock, in which
the enemy were partially checked, and the French Colonel
Lamothe was taken fighting hand to hand by General Charles
Stewart, our cavalry was driven behind the Light Division.
Montbrun then swept with his terrible Cuirassiers round the
infantry, new exposed to his attack, but they, rapidly forming
squares, treated the armoured horsemen with the confident
contempt with which steady infantry in that formation may
always regard the onset of cavalry. The Scotch soldiers, as
they fired at the steel-clad riders, joked about cracking the
“ partan’s ” shells. Such, however, was the swiftness of these
magnificent horsemen, that they fell upon part of the Seventh
Division before these could form square, but with admirable
steadiness, though some were cut down, they took advantage of a
loose stone wall, received the attack in line, and repelled it by
the excellence of their fire-discipline. A stirring scene was now
witnessed by those among the Highlanders who had leisure to
admire it. In the mélée, Captain Ramsay’s troop of Horse
Artillery was surrounded, and the spectators gave them up for
lost, when presently a great commotion was observed among the
glancing throng of Cuirassiers, “ officers and men closing in on a
point where a thick dust was rising, and where loud cries, the
sparkling of blades and flashing of pistols, indicated some ex-
traordinary occurrence. Suddenly the multitude was violently
agitated, a British shout arose, the mass was rent asunder,
and Norman Ramsay burst forth at the head of his battery,
his horses breathing fire, and stretching like greyhounds along
the plain, his guns bounding like things of no weight, and the

* Guerillas were irregular troops organised in bands under chiefs who
were not officers of the army. Some joined for plunder, some from patriotism,
or to revenge the wrongs suffered from the French. Scherer mentions one
who told him the French had burned his house and killed his father and

mother, and that he had sworn not to plough a field or dress a vine till the
murderers were expelled from Spain,
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Meanwhile a fierce fight had been going on at Fuentes
d’Onor. Two hours after Montbrun’s cavalry had turned the
British right, Drouet, with his whole division, had attacked
the three regiments at that post. They made a desperate
resistance, but, outnumbered, they were forced back "to the
upper part of the village; two companies of the 79th were
taken and their colonel, Cameron,* mortally wounded.

Wellington, having concentrated his force (for his second
line was very much shorter than the first), was now able to
send considerable support to the regiments at Fuentes, while
the French also reinforced their troops, and the contest con-
tinued, sometimes in the lower town and on the river banks,
sometimes on the rocks round the chapel, the enemy even
penetrated beyond ; but the British never entirely abandoned
the village, and in a charge of the 71st, 79th, and 88th, led
by Colonel MacKinnon, against a column which had gained
the chapel, they drove them down the street. The 71st had
recruited a good deal in Glasgow, and their commanding
officer incited them by calling out, “ Glasgow lads, clear the
Gallowgate ! ” which was received with a cheer, and the
Imperial Guard was driven back. The ensign who carried
one of the colours of the 79th was killed; his covering
sergeant called out, “ An officer for the colours!” One came
forward, but was immediately struck down. “ An officer for
the colours!” again shouted the sergeant, and a third and
fourth officer were wounded, till at last the adjutant carried
the regimental colours safely till the fight ended with the
day.

Such was the battle of Fuentes d’Onor, in which neither
side could claim a decided advantage, but Wellington gained
his object of preventing the relief of Almeida; and the
great convoy of provisions which was waiting at Gallegos in
rear of the French, till they could open the way for it,

* The late Mr Lindsay Carnegie, of Boysack, then in the artillery, and
acting as A.D.C., was sent with instructions to Colonel Cameron early in the
day. Having delivered his message and entered for a few minutes into con-
versation, the colonel asked if he was the Lindsay who was known as a great
billiard player, and finding he was, a match was arranged to come off when
next they met within reach of a billiard table ; but Cameron had played his
last game, he died of the wound he received shortly after.
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was unable to enter the fortress, which soon afterwards was
abandoned. The loss of the Allies was 1500 men and
officers killed, wounded, and prisoners; that of the enemy
was estimated at nearly 5000, but Napier considers this to be
an exaggeration.

The loss of the 1st Battalion 92nd on the 3rd and 5th of
May was 7 rank and file killed, and 3 officers, 2 sergeants, 1
drummer, and 41 rank and file wounded, of whom Sergeant
Alexander Cameron, 1 drummer, and 15 rank and file belonged
to the Light Company ; 1 officer and 8 rank and file died of
their wounds. No less than 13 of the wounded and 1 killed
were married men. One private was taken prisoner.

OrrICERS WOUNDED.

Major Peter Grant.
Lieutenant Allan M‘Nab, died of his wounds.

” James Hill.
KILLED IN ACTION.
Corporal John Whiteford. Private John M‘William.
Private John Lyon. ,  Alex. Robertson,
” Joseph Leith. »  Thos. Southwell,

’ David Lownie.

DIED oF THEIR WOUNDS.

Private Robert Colquhoun. Private Donald Macdonald.
,» « George MacLeod. »y  William Turrill,
,,  James Fleming. »  Thomas Murray.
»»  Donald Urquhart. »  James Dingwall.

In Colonel Cameron’s letter alluded to above he says—
“ Almost all the wounded are lost to the service for ever,
as most of them have lost legs or arms. Major Grant has
lost his left leg, Lieutenant M‘Nab his right arm from the
socket, and the left splintered the whole length. Lieutenant
Hill severely wounded in the hip, and ball not extracted.
Allan M‘Nab, the laird’s son, has proved himself of the
genuine old Highland stamp by an exhibition of fortitude
barely human, and which has attracted the admiration of the
whole army here. Write the laird * that he is a credit to his

* M‘Nab of M‘Nab.
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country, and that I hope in God he will survive. They all
promise well. The French, you will see by the papers, were
baffled in all their efforts, and have not meddled with us
since, and seem to-day (the 8th) as if retiring. The 71st and
79th Highland Regiments had an opportunity of distinguish-
ing themselves most nobly. Charles Cameron, Errachd’s son,
behaved most admirably; he was dangerously wounded. I
am much exhausted, as we have been for seven days without
bag or baggage under the canopy of Heaven without covering
of any kind. I with difficulty borrowed this paper. None of
the lads from the country killed or wounded, except Clalves *
wounded, but not dangerously.”

Major Archibald M‘Donell, who commanded the detach-
ment in front which greatly distinguished themselves, was
promoted to the brevet rank of lieut.-colonel, and the 92nd
afterwards 1 received the Royal authority to bear the words
PFuentes d'Onor on the regimental colours and appointments in
commemmoration of the gallantry of the 1st Battalion in that
battle.

The Gordons remained bivouacked close to Fuentes d’Onor,
and were occupied on the 6th and 7th along with the Light
Division in strengthening the position, in case the enemy, who
remained in their position, should renew the attack. Massena,
however, withdrew part of his forces on the 8th, though still
maintaining posts at Alameda and Fuentes.

The morning state of the battalion, 8th May, Plains of

Almeida, was—

SERGEANTS. DRUMMERS. RANK AND FILE.

Present and fit for duty 34 12 607
Wounded and sick . 8 2 176
On command . . 7 4 49

49 18 832

On the 10th, Massena retired his army across the Agueda to-
wards Salamanca. He was himself recalled to France, and Mar-
mont assumed the command of the army of Portugal. Almeida,

* A Cameron, son of a tenant of Claives.
+ In 1829,
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the only place in the country still in possession of the French,
was abandoned to its fate; and its brave commander, Breunier,
after destroying part of the defences, evacuated the place
during the night of the 10th, and with great bravery and skill,
aided by the darkness, broke through the blockade, losing, how-
ever, 400 killed or made prisoners by the 4th and 36th
Regiments, who, throwing off their knapsacks, overtook the
rear of the column as it was descending the deep and difticult
pass of Barba del Puerco. On the other side, the Second
French Corps was waiting in order of battle to receive the
gallant garrison, of whom 1100 got clear off.

Next day, Wellington took possession of Almeida with its
artillery.

Thus ended the French invasion of Portugal Although
the inefficiency of the Government at Lisbon had paralysed
the efforts of the country, the British were supported with
fidelity and cordiality by the rural population, and the peasantry
had agreed admirably with our soldiers. Their sufferings
had excited warm sympathy in Great Britain, and Parliament
unanimously granted £100,000 for the relief of sufferers by
the French invasion, while private subscriptions trebled the
amount.*

On the 14th of May the battalion returned from Fuentes
to its former cantonments at Albergaria, where orders were
received increasing its establishment to 1200 rank and file.

Meanwhile, Marshal Beresford, who was blockading
Badajos, having received information that Marshal Soult was
advancing from Seville to its relief, raised the siege on the
15th of May, and marched to meet the enemy. On the 16th
he gained the hard-fought victory of Albuera,and Soult, leaving
Badajos to its fate, retreated towards Seville. Wellington now
gave orders for Badajos to be again closely invested ; and to
assist in the operations, the brigade, of which the 92nd formed
part, was appointed the first of the Second Division of the
army, which was commanded by Lieut.-General Rowland Hill,
and was at this time in Spanish Estremadura covering the siege
of Badajos.

The battalion, under Lieut.-Colonel Cameron, marched at

* Alison.
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five o’clock on the evening of the 25th of May, and continued
for two days and nights almost without intermission ; the heat
during the day was excessive, and the men were a good deal
fatigued ; but Soult having withdrawn from Badajos, they were
allowed a day’s rest, and crossed the Tagus at Villa Velha,
arriving at Niza on the evening of the 31st. The country
about Niza is fertile and beautiful : gardens, vineyards, and
cornfields for miles round the city, which is situated on a lofty
eminence commanding splendid views towards Badajos and
Elvas. Though the days were hot, the nights were delightful,
and sleeping in the open no hardship. They bivouacked
generally on the edge of a wood for shade, and near a stream.
The troops halted in open columns; arms were piled, pickets
and guards paraded and posted, and in a few moments all
appear at home. Some fetch stones to form fireplaces ;
others, water for the camp kettles; while the wood resounds
with the blows of axes and bill-hooks. Under the trees
officers are seen dressing, or arranging green boughs to form
shelters.  Milk, water-melons, bread, and vegetables are
brought from the villages, and soon all are discussing dinner ;
the favourite dish being Irish stew of ration beef with onions,
pumpkins, and tomatoes. “ Nothing could be worse than the
clothing of some of the regiments: as red could not be pro-
cured, the jackets were patched with grey, white, or brown ;
but the perfect order and cleanliness of their arms and appoint-
ments, their steadiness on parade, their erect carriage, and their
firm and free marching, were all admirable.” *

From Niza they proceeded by easy stages; and crossing
the Guadiana above Badajos, near Talavera la Real, on the 8th
June, joined the Second Division in camp near Albuera on the
10th, about ten days after the commencement of the second
siege of Badajos. While here they witnessed a fearful fire ; a
cornfield was accidentally set alight by some Portuguese
soldiers, and the flames spread over the burning plains for a
distance of about thirty miles.}

Soon after, Marmont, having reorganised the army of
Portugal, effected a junction with Marshal Soult. Wellington

* Recollections of the Peninsula.
1 Alison and Sergeant Robertson.
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rain, and the French; but the cheering rays of the morning
sun brought warmth and good humour, and the battalion
advanced to the ancient city of Albuquerque, where they
learned that the French had retired from Alesada.

On the 24th they reached Cantellana, and the following
forenoon found the Third Brigade at Alesada, where they also
met some Spanish irregular cavalry in quaint old-fashioned
costumes, under Colonel Downic. The road here was so bad
that the guns had to be removed from their carriages and
carried up a steep place by the men of the First Brigade. At
Alesada they were ordered to cook as quickly as possible, an
order which is generally ominous of a long march or a fight.
“The bullocks,” says an officer, “on which we were to dine
were running and jumping about us, but in less than an hour
they were amusing us with more interesting leaps in our camp
kettles. The soup, just oft the fire, having been placed hefore
us at the same time that the bugle called us to arms, we were
compelled to dispatch it in a state little colder than boiling
lead.” They started at 4 p.m., in hopes of surprising part of
Gerard’s Division at Malpartida. The afternoon was fine, but
as the sun went down the rain descended in torrents. March-
ing at night is not pleasant in the finest weather, but in storm
and darkness, over roads deep in mud and water, with deep
ruts and stones over which the weary soldier trips and falls
prostrate in a puddle, it is the greatest trial of endurance; so
worn out were some of the men at dawn on the 26th, that had
they not expected to meet the enemy they would have broken
down. The French, however, had given them the slip, and on
arriving at Malpartida they found that the enemy, warned of
their danger by three Spanish deserters, had retired from that
town, where General Hill ordered his exhausted troops under
cover for twenty-four hours of much needed rest and
refreshment.
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Quoting again from Colonel Cameron’s letter to General
Hope—* However, we got the 71st to cease firing, and to allow
us to advance. As each company had cleared the opening, I
caused them to deploy to the right into line with the utmost
rapidity, as we were then in the presence of the French square
of five battalions, which I proposed charging the moment my
line was formed. Three companies were scarcely in line when
the French square moved off, throwing out a cloud of skirmishers
to impede our advance. By this time the other British
brigade, composed of the 28th, 34th, and 39th, the Dritish
cavalry and Portuguese artillery, having got round the town,
were coming up upon their left flank, and the whole followed
in pursuit. Your regiment (General Hope was colonel of the
92nd) conducted themselves much to my satisfaction during
the whole time, and under the trying circumstances of not one
firelock in ten giving fire when attempted to be used.” After
mentioning that he had been wounded in the hand while pre-
paring to charge, and had his finger amputated “after the
business was over "—*“poor Captain Donald MacDonald is
most dangerously wounded, having his left leg broke, and
wounded under the right knee. Captain John Macpherson
severely through the left wrist, but in no danger ; Major Dunbar
is also wounded ; we had three men killed and seven wounded.
The Light Company was not in action, being in occupation of
a village some little distance in rear under Lieut.-Colonel
MDonnpell. I am not aware what people in Britain will
think of this business, but this corps of the army fancy that
having obtained such results with so small a loss renders it
unique of its kind, particularly on comparison with the fatal
and miserable battle of Albuera.”

Another officer describes how, as the Highlanders were
forming for the charge, the French troops showed something
like a wavering in their squares, and, declining the honour
intended for them, wheeled to the right about and retired
towards the steep hill in their rear. IHe mentions that there
were several wonderful escapes, and that Colonel Cameron’s
life was saved by the hilt of his sword.* The captain of

* Colonel Cameron sent the sword home in December. It is now at
Callart, in the possession of his great-niece, Mrs Cameron Lucy. It had been
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started again, but only to find, within half-a-mile, another river,
broader, deeper, and more rapid than the first, where they got
a worse wetting than before. It may be imagined that the
choice of such an unfortunate halting-place brought on the
quartermaster-general’s department a torrent of objurgations
as deep and broad as the river that caused it. At Campo
Mayor they halted a day; and on the 3rd moved to the old
fortress of Arroncho, and next day, about noon, they re-entered
their old quarters at Portalegre after twelve days’ absence, and
terminated their memorable trip into Spain amid the acclama-
tions of the multitude. The bells were rung, the city was
illuminated at night in their honour, and the inhabitants
welcomed the soldiers with every demonstration of gratitude,
admiration, and hospitality.

On the 7th of November, Lieut.-General Hill issued the
following General Order at Portalegre :—

“ Lieut.-General Hill has great satisfaction in congratu-
lating the troops on the success which has attended their recent
operations in Estremadura, and in doing so, he cannot but
endeavour to do justice to the merits of those through whose
exertions it has been obtained. A patient and willing en-
durance of forced and night marches during the worst of
weather and over bad roads, of bivouacs in bad weather, often-
time without cover and without fire, and a strict observance
of discipline, are qualities, however common in British soldiers,
which the lieut.-general cannot pass unnoticed. Having on
this occasion witnessed the exertion of them in no ordinary
degree, he feels that nothing but the most zealous attention of
commanding officers, the goodwill and zealous spirit of the
N.-C. officers and soldiers, could produce such an effect ; and
. he requests that they will generally and individually accept his
warmest thanks, particularly those corps which were engaged
in the action of Arroyo del Molinos, whose silent attention to
orders, when preparing to attack and when manceuvring before
the enemy, could not but excite his notice and give them an
additional claim on him.”

Letters from the Secretary of State, dated Deccmber 2nd,
and from H.IR.H. the Commander-in-Chief, dated December
6th, were promulgated, expressive of H.R.H. the Irince



278 THE LIFE OF A REGIMENT. (1811

Regent’s approbation and thanks to Lieut.-General Hill and
the troops under his command.

In November the officers and N.-C. officers belonging to
the 2nd Battalion, who had come out with the last draft and
had been doing duty with the 1st, were sent home to rejoin
their battalion, except the medical officer. The 1st Battalion
remained quietly at Portalegre, where they were quite on
friendly terms with the people, till Christmas. That festive
day was spent as usual, and the officers at mess had just
picked the bones of the Christmas goose, the glasses were set,
and a Merry Christmas to those at home was being drunk,
when an orderly entered. The battalion was to be at the
alarm post next morning before daybreak!* and having bid
adieu to their fair friends of Portalegre, on the evening of the
26th the First Brigade occupied Codeceira. Next day they
were at Albuquerque, and on the 28th quitted that city en
route for Merida, which had been taken possession of by the
French under General Dombrousky. The troops bivouacked
near the village of La Rocha under a hill, so that their fires
might not be seen, the object being, if possible, to repeat at
Merida the surprise of Arroyo.

At daybreak they started under cover of a dense fog.
The cavalry, under General Long, preceded the infantry at a
considerable distance, and about half-way to Merida they came
bump upon one of the enemy’s vedettes, belonging to a forag-
ing party of 300 infantry and 150 hussars. Before he was
made prisoner, the vedette warned his invisible friends by dis-
charging his carbine, and on the fog rising the French were
seen in square; they received the charge of our cavalry with
admirable firmness, and beat them off with loss; then retiring
in square, intrepidly sustaining charge after charge and taking
every advantage of the inequality of the ground; and, notwith-

* To conceal his design of taking Ciudad Rodrigo, Wellington ordered
General Hill to assume the offensive in Estremadura, which had the effect of
making Soult, supposing Badajos to be threatened, concentrate his forces in
that direction.—A/lison.

During the period his army was resting in cantonments, Wellington had
been incessantly at work improving every department of the British and Portu-
guese armies, especially the transport and commissariat service and the
military hospitals.
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standing the fire of two pieces of artillery, by which he lost
forty men killed and wounded, Captain Neveux and his gallant
little band traversed several miles, till, on their being reinforced
from Merida, our dragoons gave up the pursuit.

General Hill in his dispatch expressed his admiration of
the courage and prudence of the commander and of the cool-
ness and bravery of the Frenchmen he commanded. It
furnished another example of how little a body of well-dis-
ciplined infantry, under an officer of courage and experience,
has to fear from cavalry, even if very superior in numbers.

In the evening the whole corps closed up and bivouacked
in front of La Nava, and next morning advanced to Merida, to
find that the French had abandoned their unfinished works
during the night, leaving behind them a quantity of bread and
comn. Here Hill rested his troops on the 31st. Intending to
fight Drouet, he marched from Merida on the 1st of January
1812, crossed the Guadiana and moved towards Almendralejo,
where he expected to meet the enemy. Their way led over a
barren heath, then over a rich cultivated plain, till, having
ascended about five miles, the Gordons halted and enjoyed a
delightful view of the country, with the long columns of horse,
foot and artillery winding below ; then jogged along again as
cheerily as the fatiguing nature of the march would allow, till,
lear Almendralejo, it was time to prepare for action.

At one o'clock a thick fog enveloped the surrounding
objects, and prevented the general from seeing what the enemy
were about, or what were their numbers. The First Brigade
(in which was the 92nd) was ordered to move towards the
town in order of battle. They had not procecded far when the

cavalry came into contact with the French pickets, which were
instantly attacked and driven in; the rear brigades now moved
up quickly on the left. It appears that when the first collision
took place, the French in the town were busy cooking their
New Year'’s Day dinners and thinking more of beef thun of
bullets, but part of them instantly moved in support of their
pickets, the remainder retreating to a rising ground in rear of
the town, where, after a few rounds from the DBritish artillery,
the others joined them, and the whole retired to a height at a
considerable distance, skirmishing all the way with Hill’s Light






1812] THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS. 281

60th, under Major-General Howard. The other, under the
Hon. Lieut.-Colonel Abercromby, was composed of the 2nd
Hussars K.G. Legion, 4th and 10th Portuguese Cavalry, and
the 28th Regiment (British). Both detachments started at
noon. On reaching a height about half-way to Villafranca,
General Howard’s Brigade saw the enemy drawn up on a
commanding position near the town; Colonel Cameron, with
the 92nd, the Rifle Company, and one gun, advanced against
the French left flank, while the remainder, under General
Howard, moved direct upon the enemy’s centre and right
flank. Everything looked like a tough tussle. The cnemy
were prepared, and stood their ground till just when the
British were getting near enough to prepare to charge, when,
to their great disappointment, the French faced about and
walked off towards Los Santos, pursued by the -cavalry.
General Howard had no intention of letting the enemy pay
him back in the coin of Arroyo dos Molinos; he placed strong
pickets on every road leading to Villafranca, the rest being
thrown into the town, with orders to remain accoutred so as
to turn out at a moment’s warning, and to be on the alarm post
two hours before day. It was an awful night—rain, hail, and
a hurricane of wind—so that the poor fellows on picket joined
their battalions in the morning in a deplorable condition.™
Those who had been in quarters proceeded to the alarm post,
where they were drenched in ten minutes, and after being
exposed to the fury of the elements for four hours, the whole
returned to Almendralejo. Colonel Abercromby's detachment
had had a skirmish with a regiment of cavalry which crossed
their path, of whom they killed and wounded twenty-one and
took thirty-two prisoners.

On the 5th, General Hill retraced his steps to Merida,
where the men arrived looking as if they had been six months
in the field instead of ten days. The marches had been often
through adhesive clay, into which the soldiers sank; many tore
their gaiters to pieces, and some actually left their shoes

* Colonel Cameron, in visiting the picket of his regiment, found that the
young officer commanding it had placed his men in a hollow sheltered from
the storm, but without keeping a proper lookout, for which he received a
severe reprimand.
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had again crossed the Guadiana and bivouacked on an emin-
ence at the village of Lobon, near Badajos, all these manceuvres
being for the purpose of preventing Soult from relieving that
fortress.

In the camp at Lobon, it was known that the assault was
to take place that night, and with intense anxiety the troops
there listened for the sounds of the terrific conflict; they
feared their friends could never surmount the obstacles placed
by the garrison to prevent their passage; but such was the
bravery and determination of the stormers, that though
beaten back, again and again they mounted the breaches,
maintaining the murderous conflict, till the ditches were
literally filled with dead and wounded piled above one
another, and at daybreak on the 7th, the garrison sur-
rendered, having inflicted on their conquerors a loss in killed
and wounded of 3800 British and over 1000 Portuguese.®

Marshal Soult had arrived in the vicinity confident that
Badajos could hold out, and he was advancing to give battle
to Hill's covering force, which was close in front of him, when
on the 7th he heard of Wellington’s successful assault of the
fortress, and after giving way to a violent fit of passion, at
once retreated towards Seville, for he was not prepared to
fight the united armies of Wellington and Hill. He was pur-
sued by 2000 British cavalry, who, after a brilliant encounter
at Villa Garcia, defeated an equal force of Freunch horse with
a loss of 300 killed, wounded, and prisoners. As an instance
of the feeling of revenge which actuated the Spanish peasantry,
a 92nd officer mentions that on the 6th, while walking near
Lobon, he spoke to a man who was resting in the shade of a
tree, and found that he had come from a village twenty miles
distant, for the sole purpose of killing as many Frenchmen as
he could after the battle, which was expected to take place at
any moment between Hill's force and Soult’s, and he showed
the long knife with which he had assassinated eleven French-
men on the morning after Albuera. The officers left him,
after expressing their disgust at his cold-blooded project.

On the 10th April, Wellington, finding that Soult had

* Lieutenant J. Cattanach, 92nd, was employed as an engineer at
Badajos.
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cealed them from view, where they rested during the day,
except that those who were to be stormers were prepared for
their part by running many times up the scaling ladders
placed against an old stone bridge. A young officer com-
plaining of stiffness in his legs after this unwonted exercise,
another answered, “ Be thankful, old fellow, if your legs are
not stiffer to-morrow !”

There being three points of attack, the troops were divided
into as many columns. The left column, composed of the
28th and 34th Regiments and the 6th Portuguese Cacadores,
under Lieut.-General Chowne, the centre under General Long,
consisted of the 13th Light Dragoons, the 6th and 18th
Portuguese Infantry, while General Howard led the right, viz,
the 50th, 71st, and 92nd, and a company of the 60th. Each
column was provided with scaling ladders. Howard’s Brigade
was destined to attack Fort Napoleon and the téte-de-pont.

The whole moved from their woodland bivouac about eight
o’clock on the evening of the 16th, but marching at night over
mountainous tracks, with cross paths and difficult passes inter-
secting them, made such operations extremely uncertain. The
right column lost its way, and at the hour intended for the
assault it was still five miles from its destination. Sir Row-
land, who was with this right column, deemed it prudent,
therefore, to halt on the ridge of Lina, and to order the other
columns to withdraw from Mirabete. It being found impos-
sible to get the artillery forward except hy the guarded pass
of Mirabete, the 17th and part of the 18th having been spent
in fruitless attempts to discover an opening through the hills
practicable for the guns, Hill determined to leave them on the
mountains with the centre column, to make a false attack upon
the tower of Mirabete with Gieneral Chowne’s troops, while he
himself with the right column secretly penetrated by a searcely
practicable sheep path, where in some places only one man
could move along at a time; resolving with the infantry alone
to storm works defended by eighteen guns and a powerful
garrison !

About 10 p:m. on the 18th, Howard’s Column, reinforced by
a second company of the 60th, the 6th Portuguese and some
artillerymen, and led by Sir Rowland Hill, descended the
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and thus by a second escalade, though many fell back
into the ditch, they forced their way over the rampart, and
after hard fighting, the 50th and their friends of the 71st
established themselves in little more than ten minutes in Fort
Napoleon.

Meanwhile the 92nd and the other wing of the 71st
moved forward to attack the éte-de-pont, taking advantage
of every little knoll which sheltered them from the fire of
Fort Ragusa, till they got to a point opposite the left flank
face of Fort Napoleon, when they dashed forward to the téte-
de-pont, entering it with the garrison of Fort Napoleon, who,
their retreat being cut off, rushed to the bridge, but the guns
from the forts (for the British artillerymen had turned the
guns of Fort Napoleon on Ragusa) were now sharply can-
nonading each other, and stray shots had cut away some of
the boats, making a gap in the bridge. The fugitives had
either to jump into the river and swim for it, by which many
were drowned, or to surrender to the Highlanders, who were
pressing them up to the edge of the chasm.

The passage of the river was now the difticulty. It was
solved by some Gordon Grenadiers, who immediately leaped
into the deep swirling stream, swam to the other side under
fire, and brought back boats, with which the bridge was
secured ; the enemy, seized with panic, then abandoned Fort
Ragusa, and the success of the enterprise was complete.

The individual gallantry of Privates James Gauld and
Walter Somerville, the two men of the Grenadier Company
who first leaped into the river, was brought to the notice of
Sir Rowland Hill, as having materially forwarded his object
upon Fort Ragusa, and he ordered two doubloons (equal to
£8) to be given to each of these soldiers on the field. As a
seven years’ man, Gauld was not entitled to a pension, but the
then Duke of Richmond, having heard the above story, wrote
to the 92nd Depdt in 1853 for confirmation of it. His Grace
brought it to the notice of the War Office, and Gauld reccived
a pension for the rest of his life. He was a man of excep-
tional physique, and had distinguished himself on other
occasions. His family held the farm of Edinglassie, and
were a branch of the famous fighting family known as the

T
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discipline and valour of the troops, and in July a letter from
the Secretary of State was published expressing the Prince
Regent’s approbation of their comduct. Sir Rowland Hill
gained great credit for the decision with which this daring
attack was planned and executed, and in memory of the part
taken in it by the 1st Battalion, the Gordon Highlanders
afterwards received the Royal authority to bear Almare:
on their colours.

Next morning they began their return journey, and on the
21st they re-entered Truxillo, where the inhabitants enter-
tained them at a grand bull-fight prepared in their honour.
Here they halted for two days, which the men employed
in washing and cleaning their clothing and accoutrements, the
officers being desired to sece this thoroughly done, for it has
always been well understood in the 92nd how much a clean
and smart appearance increases that feeling of self-respect in
the individual soldier which compels the respect of others for
his regiment. On the 24th they marched for Merida, and
three days later re-entered that pleasant city amid the cheers
of the populace and the congratulations of the army left
to protect that part of the country.

After drinking the King’s health on his birthday, the 4th
of June, they took leave of Merida the next morning and
moved to Almendralejo. Sir Rowland having received in-
telligence that Marshal Soult was likely to pay him a visit,
concentrated his troops at a more advanced point, the whole of
the infantry moving forward to Zafra, Los Santos, and Sancho
Perez, the 92nd being cantoned in the latter. On the 13th
of June the interest of the troops was kept alive by a severe
and gallant action near Llera, between the French cavalry
and the British heavy dragoons, in which the latter had a
loss of 150 men, part of which they repaid in a skirmish two
days afterwards.






1812] THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS. 293

year at Albuera to risk another attack on the same ground;
while Hill, who had shown himself so daring at Arroyo and
Almarez, refrained from the temptation of a battle which
promised him unbounded fame, “ simply because he was un-
certain whether Lord Wellington’s operations in Castile, then
in full progress, would warrant one.” “ His forbearance must
be taken as a proof of the purest patriotism.” *

Thus things remained pretty quiet, though, with opposing
armies in such close proximity, scenes of interest are sure
often to occur. One day some of the 92nd being on outpost
duty with a troop of Light Dragoons, the horse of one of the
troopers becoming restive (probably provoked by the intention
of the rider to desert), he asked permission to take it to the
front to quiet it. On leaving the ranks Paddy said to his
comrades, “ Now by J s, boys, I'll show you something
you never saw before;” then he began to thrash and spur
his horse, always moving further to the front, his comrades
chafling him and his officer ordering him to desist; hut he
kept on spurring and swearing, till, having got about one
hundred yards from the troop, he turned his horse’s head,
galloped off towards the enemy, and gained the French
lines before his enraged comrades could catch him.

The British Government had neglected to supply money
for the needs of the army, and Wellington wrote in July,
“I have never been in such distress as at present, and
some serious misfortune must happen if the (iovernment
do not attend seriously to the subject and supply us regu-
larly with money.” “As it is, if we don’t find means to
pay our bills for butcher's meat, there will be an end to
the war at once.” The pay of the muleteers was a year,
and of the officers and soldiers six months in arrear. While
at Albuera, however, the 92nd received a supply of neces-
saries, and pay up to the 24th of the preceding March.

Education was not neglected during their periods of rest,
and here Corporal MacEwen, of the Grenadier (‘ompany, was
appointed schoolmaster-sergeant. No one was allowed to he
absent from the camp, and, by Sir Rowland’s order, the roll was
called by officers of companies four times by day and night at

”»

* Napier.
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and report the approach of any body of troops. As they
entered Llerena on the 7th they were welcomed by the “ Vivas”
of the fair inmates of a suburban convent, who waved their
handkerchiefs till the bonnets were lost to sight. At Llerena
the spy-glass on the steeple was again in use. On the morning
of the 8th, the troops were at the different alarm posts half-un-
hour before dawn, and remained till it was completely daylight,
when they were dismissed to cook ; after which, Sir Rowland
Hill, at the head of his whole corps, marched from Llerena to
dislodge the enemy from the position he had taken up at
Berlenga. The infantry moved direct upon that place, preceded
by the Spanish Horse, while the British cavalry went round to
the left in hopes of turning the French right. Six miles from
Llerena the Spaniards drove in the enemy’s advanced pickets,
the French retiring in extended order, and skirmishing very
prettily till they joined their main body. The 92nd, with the
other infantry, continued to advance sv as to arrive at a given
point at the hour fixed for the British cavalry to attack. As
they approached the height on which the French left was
drawn up, the latter retired over a deep ravine and took post
at a bridge, while their right wing, seeing the left retiring,
evacuated Berlenga and conformed to their movement. Mean-
while the enemy'’s artillery saluted each battalion as it took up
its ground, which compliment was returned by the British; but
the hopes of an engagement were disappointed by the non-
arrival of the cavalry till the enemy had withdrawn beyond
pursuit. While the 92nd were forming, the parish priest came
beside them to see the expected battle, but paid for his
curiosity with his life, being killed by a stray shot.

At the close of this affair, which in the morning had
promised more brilliant results, the troops cntered Berlenga,
and in the evening bivouacked in its vicinity. Next morhing
they retraced their steps to Llerena. It was piping hot, for at
that season the sun in Spain has almost tropical power,
and not a drop of water was to be had except when a half-
dried pond enabled the men to scoop out a mouthful of mud
and water with the wooden quaichs which most of them carried ;
some who could not get even that refreshment were completely
overpowered by the burning heat. It may interest some
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a foursome reel, or showed themselves in the sword dance to
be as light-footed as the Spaniards in the fandango. I’arade
was regularly formed at seven in the morning and at 6.30
in the evening. Inspections in marching order by gencral
officers frequently took place, the men having their blankets
and greatcoats neatly rolled and folded, their dress and
accoutrements “in the best possible order,” “best hose and
rosettes ” being always particularly mentioned ; and on great
occasions their purses on; but these they never wore when
marching or fighting, being left with the heavy baggage, or
were strapped on the back of the knapsacks. The batmen
with the ten company mules, the mule for the entrenching
tools, and the sergeants’ pannier mule, formed part of the
parade. Every Sunday, when stationary, the whole ivision
invariably attended divine service.

The battalion furnished its share of the pickets which
guarded every approach to Llerena, and remained undisturbed
(except Ly an alarm which kept them under arms the night of
the 18th) till the 20th, when they retired to Bienvenita in
the morning, and, resuming their march the same evening,
arrived at Zafra at sunrise on the 21st. Here they remained
till the 28th, when General Hill marched at midnight with
the First and Second Drigades towards Villafranca, where
his cavalry were stationed, and which was threatened by the
French, who had been largely reinforced. The bhattalion
bivouacked at daylight in an olive grove near Villafranca,
about three miles from the enemy, and expected an immediate
trial of generalship between Hill and Drouet. In the fore-
noon a brigade of French artillery astonished them by drawing
up on a height opposite their bivouac and firing a royal
salute, which the ofticers at the outposts ascertained was in
honour of a victory they supposed to have been gained by
Marmont over Wellington at Salamanca. DBut Sir Rowland Hill
immediately afterwards received an express with more authentic
intelligence, and at once published the following Order :—

Villafranca, July 29th, 1812.—Captain Maxwell’s Drigade
of Artillery will tire a salute of twenty-one guns at twelve
o'clock, being in honour of the glorious and important victory
gained over the enmemy at Salamanca by the army under the
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Argylishire. Apropos of domestic life in the regiment is the
story of a soldier who returned from picket duty just before
they marched from Bienvenita to find himself the father of
twin boys; gazing at the helpless babes, and overwhelmed at
the doubly increased responsibility, he exclaimed in accents of
pathetic despair, “ Gude preserve me, Betty Watt, what can I
do wi’ them !”

R.0., July 23rd.—In future, when any ofticer has occasion
to stop the allowance of spirits to any man (as a punishment),
the circumstance to be always reported to the commanding
officer for his concurrence.

The above Order was probably occasioned by a story of
Captain Dugald Camphell (the handsome sergeant-major of
1799), a gallant officer who had been in every action with
the regiment, but who was as *drouthy ” as he was bhrave,
and liked at least double allowance; at some bivouacs, how-
ever, no liquor was to be bought. The stopped grog was
supposed to be taken to the surgeon for the use of the
patients, but Dugald, thinking himself as good a judge as
a doctor of its disposal, applied it to assuage his own thirst.
On one occasion his company was in such good order that
he had difticulty in finding any fault, but he pitched on a
quiet young fellow, and stopped his spirits for having his belts
dirty. On the parade being dismissed the quiet young fellow
marched straight up to Colonel Cameron, who, surprised at
being approached in such an unusual manner, asked what he
wanted. “ With your leave, sir, T want you to inspect me.”
The Colonel asked what he meant, and the lad told him his
grievance, saying that he did not so much mind losing his
liquor as his character as a clean soldier. The Colonel
investigated the matter, and it was understood that * Dugald "
had a very bad quarter of an hour with his stern chief.

During the hot weather the troops were, when practicable,
cantoned in a town during the day, * but must invariably be
out of the town at night.” “ Staft oflicers to make themselves
acquainted with all the roads so as to be able to conduct
troops in whatever direction they may be ordered to march
without going through the town.” Rice and barley were issued
daily to the men for their use.
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habitants, and the wine casks of the town apologised to
the thirsty soldiers for the want of wells in the country.
Marching by Quintana and La Hava, the battalion occupied
Don Benito on the 4th and halted. Here there were great
festivities in honour of the raising of the siege of Cadiz, the
town was illuminated, and the troops had a merry time.

I find in Regimental Orders about this time an expression
of the commanding officer’s *‘mortification at the disgrace
attached to the regiment from the desertion of Kelly of the
6th Company and Wellbank of the 2nd Company,” adding
that “he does not dread a repetition of so infamous a
crime.”

A pensioner of the 92nd used to tell of two men of such
bad character that none of their comrades would speak to
them, who finally deserted to the enemy. Some time after-
wards one of these men found himself in the front rank of a
French battalion, within hail of the 92nd; for the French,
not trusting the deserters they employed, were accustomed to
place them in front, where, not daring to be tuken, they
were bound to fight* It happened that the regiment had
lately been served out with hose tartan; the deserter, in
bravado, stuck on his bayonet the piece of red and white
cloth which he still retained, and impudently waved it at his
old corps. The colonel’s attention being drawn to it, turning
to the men he said—* Will someone send a pill with my com-
pliments to cure that scoundrel’s impertinence!” Norman
Stewart and another crack shot knelt and fired, the “pill”
went home, and the deserter’s flag was lowered for ever.

Some men of the First Brigade had taken melons from
the gardens, and “safe guards™ were posted in the gardens
and melon grounds near cantonments.

Colonel Cameron expected all his men to show an example
of soldier-like bearing and good conduect, and considered the
misbehaviour of even a few as a slur on the whole. He was
“ much concerned ” at the misconduct of some men of the 1st
Company at Don Benito, and tells the battalion that a con-
tinuance of such behaviour will ensure their being sent ““to

* French deserters do not scem to have been allowed to enter British
regiments.
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Talaverians on the 27th, and marched through wmiles of vine-
yards, the grapes, ripe and -delicious, overhanging the narrow
roads in beautiful and inviting clusters. These autumn
marches were very different to the summer heat and arid
plains of Estremadura, the peasants selling cheaply wine,
peaches, plums and grapes, often giving fruit for nothing
to the soldiers as they passed along, and at night the troops
either lay in the village houses, or bivouacked round bright
firwood fires; where groups might be seen listening to old
Highland tales, singing Gaelic or English choruses, such as the
Skye soldiers’ song *:

Tha mi’n duil

Tha mi'n duil

Tha mi’n duil ri bhi tilleadh

DL’ ionnsuidh Duthaich Mhic Leod

Far am b'og bha mi mireadh.
Or—

*“The wind blew the bonnie lassie’s plaid awa’.”

Or a veteran of Egmont-op-Zee and Egypt would be heard
reciting Corporal MacKinnon’s poems. Nor were there want-
ing songs inspired by more recent adventures, notably one on
Arroyo dos Molinos, to the tune of “Hey, Johnny Cope,” in
which the French General Gérard took the place of his
English prototype.

On arrival at their next halt, Cebollio, the Highlanders
had, however, rather a cool reception. The reader may re-
member how in November 1808, when they entered Spain
under Moore, some thoughtless people of the T1st had told
the natives that the kilted men were cowards : this, like other
scandalous tales, had spread further than the inventors of it
intended, and had reached Cebollio, while the econtradiction
had failed to do so, and the villagers looked on them as men
totally unworthy of notice: but the men could now talk
Spanish, and they told the people that they were proud of
their distinctive and honourable dress, while the 71st were
even more anxious than thewmselves to remove the impression
which they deeply regretted their thoughtlessness had created,

* There were many Skye men in the regiment at this time.
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vious to the French invasion, the royal family resided for
part of the year. Officers and soldiers were permitted to see
the apartments of the palace, and three officers at a time were
allowed four days’ leave to Madrid.

During these campaigns, escorts were often sent to the
rear with prisoners of war, or with sick and wounded, some-
times bringing back from the hospital men who had recovered,
or ammunition, etc. on mules. The muleteer is a great
character, a jovial, wine-loving, hardy fellow, sleeping in the
open with his pack-saddle for a pillow, a favourite with all
the countryside. The peasants were often hospitable to the
soldiers. In the mountain districts the Spanish peasants wore
sheepskin coats, woolly side out, and kept enormous wolf-dogs
to guard their sheep. In the plains they still tread out the
corn with cattle or mares instead of threshing it. They live
frugally, and in the evening sit on stone benches in front of
the cottages, singing and playing the guitar. They are fond of
dancing. These escort duties were often pleasant excursions.
Sometimes ofticers and soldiers fell in love with the agreeable
girls they met in their billets, and many romantic adventures
or ridiculous sitnations ensued. At times when the regiment
had changed its quarters, the returning escort might lose its
way and meet an enemy, as happened once when, on a sultry
day, one of these parties arrived at the summit of a ridge
where a grassy hollow invited a halt. The wooded rocks
which partly surrounded it offered shade to the tired soldiers,
while a spring of cold water quenched their thirst. DPresently
the glitter of helmets was seen at a corner of the winding
road, up which a foraging party of Irench dragoons were
advancing. Not knowing which might be the stronger, the
officer quickly moved his men and lay in ambush in the wood
above, hoping the French would pass, and that he might then
resume his march in peace; but the place was so tempting for
a halt that the Frenchmen dismounted, watered their horses,
and leaving them in charge of one or two of their number,
the rest with the muleteers stretched themselves in the shade
and proceeded to take a pull at the wine-skin. They were
few in number, and the Highland officer, having crept to
where he could see their arrangements, formed the design

U
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Burgos, but a very different experience was before them. In
October the army under Sir Rowland Hill, consisting of
five divisions of infantry and one of cavalry, with several
divisions of Spanish infantry and cavalry—in all, about
40,000 men—were concentrating about Madrid.*  Soult,
having reinforced himself from the armies of King Joseph
and Suchet, was advancing with 60,000 men, including 8000
cavalry and 84 guns, to Sir Rowland’s headquarters at
Aranjuez ; his advance guard approaching the cantonments on
the 22nd October. Wellington was before Burgos; but
the French army near him, under Souham, was also powerfully
reinforced, and now greatly outnumbered the Allies, especially
in cavalry and artillery.

Hill began his movements in face of the enemy on the
23rd, on which day the 92nd marched with the First Brigade
from Aranjuez, crossed the Tagus and halted at Colmanar
de Orijo. On the 25th the First Brigade was ordered to
protect the bridge of boats at Fuente Duena, nine miles south-
eastward of Madrid, where they shifted the boats to the right
bank, and the destruction of other bridges along the line was
also commenced. On the morning of the 27th the enemy
appeared on the opposite heights, and part of the First Brigade
lined the bank of the Tagus, and kept up a smart fire across
the stream, which is here narrower than below Aranjuez; but
the shots were rather long, and little execution was done. 1In
a letter of Colonel Cameron to Sir John Hope he says—** The
enemy’s cavalry began to make their appearance on the heights
beyond the left bank in the most regular, cautious and bheauti-
ful manner I ever saw. Towards evening they dashed down
to the water’s edge, their skirmishers in the most superior
style.” Another ofticer of the 92nd mentions that some of the
men were enjoying a bathe, when they were warned of the
rapid approach of the French cavalry.  One strong swimmer
was on the opposite bank as the enemy came up. when,
making a contemptuous westure, he plunged in, and was
striking out for his own side when an angry Frenchman
galloped up, and deliberately levelled his earbine.  To shoot at
an unarmed man was so entircly contrary to the custom of

* Alison and Colonel Cameron’s letters.
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Guadarama Pass; and next morning had a stiff ascent of three
hours, and descending the western slope at a quicker pace,
bivouacked at Villa Custine as the sun set. Passing by Blasco
Sancho, Foutiveras, Numo Sancho, and Penaranda de Bracanista,
they crossed the Guadarama, and proceeding by Buttaya,
Trabancos, and Ventosa, passed through Alba de Tormes
and encamped near it on the Tth, having eftected a close
communication with Wellington about Cantaravella. The
fields near their bivouac were still strewn with the wreck
of the battle of Salamanca.®*  “Joseph and Soult,” says
Colonel Cameron, “ followed us so closely that they did not
take time to do much harm to Madrid. They constantly
hung on our rear, but did not venture to press on us
in the way the Northern Army did on Lord Wellington ;
they, however, followed the same plan when we joined his
lordship.”

Before sunset on the 8th the First DBrigade, supported
by General Hamilton’s Portuguese, was ordered to occupy
Alba de Tormes and to defend it to the last extremity.
An old castle commanded the bridge over the Tormes; a low
dilapidated Moorish wall surrounded the town, which was
divided into three districts, one of which was given to cuch
British regiment (50th, 71st, 92nd), the Portuguese being dis-
tributed between them. The streets were harricaded. One wing
of each battalion lined the walls, the several companies being
told off to their respective posts, the other wing being held in
reserve in the square, relieving each other at intervals day and
night.  Colonel Cameron writes—* We did what we could
to improve our situation during the short time left to us ;
I threw an old door across the place where the gate once had
been, and barricaded it with sticks and stones.  We had not a
single piece of ordnance. Just as the clock of Alba struck
two, the French columns moved to the attack, and from
that time till night we sustained a hurricane of shot and shell
from twenty pieces of cannon. Their riflemen threw them-

* Soult, who was present at Queen Victoria’s coronation in 1838, was
delighted to meet Lord Hill. ‘¢ What, have I found you at last 7 he said ;
“you whom I followed so long without cver being able to overtake you,™
alluding to Hill's masterly retreat from Madrid to Alba-de-Tormes.
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shoulder, saying in Gaelic that he would give him a new
bonnet—* Aye, or two if you want them.”

There was a nunnery in the town much exposed to the
fire, and the poor inmates were running in all directions
secking shelter, and invoking all the saints for protection.
The French having command of the road by which supplies
should have come up, the men were badly off for bread;
but discovering a store of wheat, they ground it between stones
for supper, and next day they found flour and set the bakers
to work.

From the 10th to the 14th the brigade held Alba, during
which time the enemy manccuvred along the banks of the
Tormes, as if desirous to cross and bring matters to an issue on
that side. An officer and a sergeant with a telescope were
always on the castle to report the motions of the enemy, whose
light troops kept up a skirmish the whole time; but such was
the steadiness of the troops that he dared not venture to
assault a place assailable at all points, and with no other
defence than the brave soldiers of the First Brigade.

R.0., Alba de Tormes, November 12th, 1812.—The pibroch
will never sound except when it is for the whole regiment
to get under arms; when any portion of the regiment is
ordered for duty and a pipe to sound, the first pipe will
be the warning, and the second pipe for them to fall in. The
pibroch only will, and is to be considered, as invariably when
sounded, for every person off duty to turn out without a
moment’s delay.

No. 2.—Captain MacPherson will have charge of the
duties of the right wing, and Captain Seton those of the
left wing; the commanding officer being occasionally out with
both.

R.0., November 13th, 1812.—For the working party in
front of the line, Lieutenant Winchester.  For the lookout at
the castle, Lieutenant Hobbs (to report any movement of
the enemy). The baggage to be loaded, and assemble in
the square, agreeable to Brigade Orders.  For baggage guard,
Lieutenant Ross.

The main army having guained sufficient distance, and the
enemy having crossed the Tormes above Alba, the troops there
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were recalled on the 14th. They withdrew in perfect order.
blew up the bridge; and as the colonel says in his letter,
“ The last sentinel of the 92nd knocked the Frenchman
opposite to him heels over head.”

During this trying and determined defence on the 10th,
11th, 12th, and 13th, the loss of the defenders was 100
in killed and wounded; the 92nd had 8 men killed, and
Lieutenant Andrew Will and 33 N.-C. officers and men
wounded, of whom 7 died of their wounds.

KiLLED IN AcTION. DIED oF THEIR WOUNDS.

Private Murdoch MacDonald. Private W. Rennie.

» Thos. Macmillan. . Murdoch MacKenzie.

” Donald Ross. . ’ A. MacPherson.

" David Shairp. ” W. MacDonald.

” George Simpson. ” Thos. Leitch.

” George Weston. ” Robert Brown.

. Walter Moir. » David Philips.

» George Stewart.

On the 14th of November, Major-General Howard was
transferred to the First Brigade of Guards, and expressed
in Orders his warmest thanks to Lieut.-Colonels Stewart of
the 50th, the Hon. Cadogan, 71st, and Cameron, 92nd, for
their zeal and attention, and to the officers, N.-C. officers and
soldiers for their general good conduct on every occasion ;
“and it was probably owing to the steadiness of the troops
that the enemy did not choose to pursue the attack on this
town, which they commenced with so brisk a cannonade
and such a superiority in point of numbers on the 10th inst.;”
and the major-general expresses his regret at leaving the
brigade, and his approbation of Captain Blassier in command
of the 60th Rifle Company.















CHAPTER XVIL

THE battalion, with the First Brigade now commanded by
Lieut.-Colonel (Brigadier-General) Stewart of the 50th,
rejoined the Second Division on the Arapiles, where Wellington
concentrated his united force of 60,000 men, and prepared to
give battle to Soult with 90,000. The weather in the
evening was horrible; the men were without tents, their
clothing worn bare; provisions were scarce, and of money
they had none. The only thing that kept up their spirits was
the chance of beating the enemy, whose infantry they could
see on a height a mile away, while an immense body of
his cavalry was drawn up on the plain below. The Second
Division, not having been at Salamanca, were in- hopes of
taking part in a repetition of that victory on the same
ground.

On the morning of the 15th, the Allies were drawn up in
order of battle. All forgot their hardships, and expectation was
at its height; but Soult declined the challenge and manceuvred
to the British right, threatening to cut off' their communication
with Portugal, from whence their supplies came. In con-
sequence of this the order to retreat was given, causing gloom
and dismay where before there were cheerfulness and confidence;
but everyone felt satisfied that nothing but the most pressing
necessity had compelled their chief to retire before his
adversary. Wellington, feeling too weak to attack, and seeing
the enemy’s cavalry pointing to the Ciudad Rodrigo Road,
suddenly formed three columns, and defiled in order of battle
before the enemy at little more than cannon shot, carried his
army round the French left, and crossed the Valmusa River.
In this bold manceuvre he was favoured by fog and rain, which
rendered the lanes and fields by which the enemy moved
nearly impassable, while he had the use of the high roads.
About 2 p.m. the Second Division marched on the high road
to Ciudad Rodrigo, crossing a tlooded plain, where their dress
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gave the Highlanders an advantage, but soon a stream swollen
by the heavy rain took the men to the middle. On gaining
the rising grounds the 92nd had entered an open wood, when
the French cavalry made a furious charge right up to the
bayonets, but were so roughly handled that they took
themselves off without doing much damage, nor did they
receive serious injury from the Highlanders, whose ammunition
was wet, and many muskets would not go off, but they lost
some men and horses by the fire of our artillery.

Although they are not noticed in ‘ Cannon's Record,”
it appears that Private Donald MacLeod was killed on this
day; and Private Andrew Sibbie died of his wounds on
the 18th, though it does not appear on what date he was
wounded.

The Gordons bivouacked in a wood behind the Rio
Valmusa. They managed to light fires with the wet branches
and thus got some large trees kindled, which gave out a good
heat.* Bread was so scarce that at one place a Staff officer
asked a peasant journeying with his wife and children to
Ciudad Rodrigo to sell him a loaf he was carrying, and offered
a doubloon (about £4). The man refused, saying, “ My little
ones cannot eat gold.”

On the 16th, 17th, 18th, and 19th the allied army con-
tinued its retreat. The 92nd bivouacked near Matilla on the
16th, behind the Rio Cuebra on the 17th. During these days
the rear-guard was engaged more or less with the enemy. On
the 18th, the battalion bivouacked near Moraes Verde. The
French cavalry pressed on them, sometimes riding so close as
to bandy wit in Spanish with the British, and any man who
fell to the rear was sure to be taken prisoner. As a battalion
was halted for rest, they might see a column of dragoons in
their brass helmets and white cloaks appear upon the scene,
ready to charge; but the infantry stood to their arms, and
showed that, though retreating, it would not be safe to molest
them. The enemy penetrated in the forest between the
columns of march, and once made a dash at a party of officers,

* There were no lucifer matches in those days. Flint and steel and
tinder or gunpowder were used to light fires, a man kneeling to fan the
flame with the apron of his kilt—the ‘¢ Highlandman’s bellows.”
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taking some prisoners, among them Lieut.-General Sir Arthur
Paget. The rivers were all in spate, and only passable at
fords. At one of these a mule, laden with biscuit, with the
proverbial stubbornness of his kind, stopped in mid-stream and
declined to move. The 92nd had crossed, and part were left
to guard the passage of commissariat from the pursuing French,
who were coming up on the other side. The muleteer bolted,
and the precious bread seemed sure to be lost, when a bugler,
gathering up his kilt, waded back, mounted the mule behind
the panniers, and, leaning forward, sounded the “advance” in
its ear; the startled beast obeyed double quick, and as the
plucky boy landed, a voice from the rocks above called, “ Well
done, my lad, you shall have all the biscuit !” 1t was Brigadier-
General Stewart, commanding the brigade, who had been
watching the performance, and the narrator, who was in the
bugler’s company, added, “We had a real good feed that
night.”

It is customary in Spain to drive the swine into the ouk
forest to feed on the acorns. One night a fusilade was heard
as the hungry soldiers shot the pigs, causing the troops to
stand to their arms, thinking the enemy was upon them, which
afterwards drew a severe rebuke from the general. Some of
the 92nd were about to join in this noisy proceeding, when a
young officer said, “ Don’t shoot them; stick the beggars!”
His advice saved both their credit and their bacon, and that
officer found a pork chop placed handy for his supper !

“In nine cases out of ten a bivouac is more or less enjoy-
able, but from the 15th to the 19th anyone unacquainted with
the service could hardly bLe persuaded to credit the sufferings
we endured ; deluged with rain, roads deep and miry, re-
peatedly fording rivers and streams, some of them breast high.
The ground of our bivouacks soaked, no dry wood to be had,
fires smoky and cheerless ; miserably provided, having neither
bread, biscuit, nor lour.” *  The ofticers and men were to be
seen gathering acorns to eat instead of bread with the beef
which they cooked in the ashes on the points of swords or
ramrods, for the camp kettles were with the baggage and
often a day’s march ahead of the troops, but they had bullocks

* Scherer.
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driven along, which, if they arrived in time, were slaughtered
as they halted. The marches were not long, but from. the
circumstances and nature of the ground they took a long time,
and the men had an immense weight to carry, for the ordinary
marching order weighed about 60 1lb., besides the blanket;
while the feeling of retreat has always a depressing effect, and
the difticulty of bringing the various columns along without
jostling, and if possible without being attacked, caused long
and tiresome halts.

On the 18th, a handful of Indian corn was issued to each
man, which they ground between large stones, passing them
from one to another till far on in the night, while the noise
banished sleep. On the 19th, the 92nd went into quarters in
a miserable little village crowded to excess; the people had
little to spare, but the commissary managed to buy potatoes,
of which each man got 2 1b. The baggage was here restored,
and, miserable as were the cottages, ofticers and men recovered
their gaiety as they roasted chestnuts and boiled their potatoes
in the chimney corners.

The enemy had now given up the pursuit; they had
gathered a great spoil of baggage and over 3500 prisoners.
In the whole retreat of Wellington’s army from Burgos, to-
gether with that of Hill’s from the Tagus, the loss in killed,
wounded, and prisoners was not less than 9000 men—British,
Portuguese, and Spaniards, including those lost in the siege of
Burgos. The loss of Hill’s army, however, between the Tagus
and the Arapiles was only 500 in killed, wounded, and
prisoners, including that of the First Brigade at Alba.

It being rumoured that Soult intended to invade Portugal
by the valley of the Tagus, Hill’s troops were moved as far as
Robleda, to which place the 92nd marched on the 20th. An
officer of the battalion describes its appearance on parade. He
compares the jackets to “ parti-coloured bedcovers,” the “ cloth-
ing literally composed of shreds and patches.” Colonel Cameron,
writing to Sir John Hope of the campaign from the 27th of
October, says—* Since that time to the 20th November we have
been exposed to more hardships than I thought the human
frame could bear. Mine, I know, had very nearly yielded. In
weather which would have been thought inclement in England,
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with the canopy of heaven for a covering, wet, cold, and
hungry, we were marching day and night generally. During
the days of the 16th, 17th, and 18th, fifteen poor fellows of
the 92nd fell down and were lost. My heart bled for them.”

Robleda was a dirty place, and the streets and lanes where
they were cantoned were at once cleaned by the battalion.

R.O., Robleda, 22nd November 1812.—Officers command-
ing companies will please arrange with the batman and
servants of their companies to give up their kilts for the
purpose of mending the kilts of the duty men; such batmen
and servants as give up their kilts to march in their pantaloons
till the new clothing is issued. The shoemakers and tailors to
be constantly employed in mending the shoes and clothes of
their companies. The commanding ofticers of companies to
report personally as to the state and appearance of their com-
panies, and on the arrangement made with the batmen and
servants respecting their kilts.

R.O., Robleda, 22nd November. —Sérgeant,-mnjor Ewen
Kenedy is appointed to do duty as quartermaster-sergeant, in
room of Quartermaster-sergeant Cameron, promoted to a com-
mission. Sergeant Duncan Macpherson is appointed to do
duty as sergeant-major until further orders, in room of Ser-
geant-major Kenedy, appointed quartermaster-sergeant.

Men who had been guilty of any misconduct during the
march were ordered for drill. The ofticers and men reccived
their pay up to the 24th of June.

On November 22nd it was announced that a battalion, to
be called the 13th Royal Veteran Battalion, is to he formed at
Lisbon. Ten companies of 100 rank and file of men from
different regiments who are fit only for garrison duty. The
lieutenants to be transferred from the line, or old quarter-
masters or ensigns who have been N.-C. officers. The ensigns
to be entirely deserving N.-C. officers.  Sergeant Symon and
thirty-six rank and file of the 92nd were transferred to this
battalion.

R.0.—Prisoners who are not to be tried by Court-martial
to be employed on all regimental fatigues, and all prisoners to
parade, properly dressed, in rear of the battalion, and to be
inspected by the ofticers of their companies.
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On the 28th of November the 71st and 92nd, under
Colonel Cameron, marched to San Payo, and thence across the
Sierra de Gate,in lovely weather and through splendid scenery,
the road winding, rugged and dangerous, through thick woods
overhanging steep precipices and round the boldest rocks,
which re-echoed the sound of pipe tune or marching song.
They lay that night in Perales, and on the 30th they occupied
Casas de Don Gomez.  During the march the usual measures
were adopted to prevent men from falling out; one of these
was stopping the allowance of wine; another, which seems
a little hard, was not dismissing a company till any straggler
belonging to it came in ; but as an old Peninsular soldier said
to the writer, “ If the officers didna claw us, the general would
claw them.” They went into quarters on the 1st of December
at Corea, a town of about 600 houses, prettily situated on
the River Alagon. Here newspapers arrived, and there was
plenty of game to shoot. There was a good market, and
they were well supplied with food and wine, also with shirts
and other necessaries from Lisbon; but the colonel, not wish-
ing to put the men to the expense of new fatigue pantaloons,
“ will not at present order new ones, and hopes that by a
little care and mending they may stand for some time, and
such men as have none may make them out of old greatcoats
brought by the quartermaster from Lisbon.” The names of all
N.-C. ofticers and men who were present with the battalion
between the 15th and 19th November are to be sent to
the Orderly Room, agrecable to General Order, probably for
them to get an allowance for clothing. Many men were
in hospital at Corea; and Lieut.-Gieneral Sir W. Erskine,
commanding the cavalry of Hill's Corps, Colonel Stewart of
the 50th and Colonel Wilson, 39th, died from the effects
of exposure. A good many had died or been invalided from
the 92nd during the past year, a return of Walcheren fever
and ague being often the cause; with rare exceptions, the
invalids were described as of “ good character.” At Corea the
battalion had resumed its usnal smartness. Any man seen
walking in the streets in a slovenly manner, or not properly
dressed, “to be ordered to his quarters by any officer who
meets him.”
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At this time Wellington addressed a circular letter to the
superior officers of the army.  After saying that he will
be able to keep the troops in cantonments for some time, and
that clothing and necessaries are on their way to the different
divisions, he draws particular attention to discipline, which, he
remarks, becomes relaxed in every army after a long and
active campaign.  He goes on to declare “ that discipline had
deteriorated during the last campaign in a greater degree than
he had ever witnessed or ever read of in any army, and
this without any disaster, any unusual privation or hardship,
save that of inclement weather; that officers had from the
first lost all command over their men, hence outrages of
all kinds and inexcusable losses had occurred. No army
had ever made shorter marches in retreat, no army had been so
little pressed by a pursuing enemy ; and that the true cause of
this unhappy state of affairs was to be found in the habitual
neglect of duty by regimental officers. = He does not question
their zeal, far less their gallantry, but their constant and
minute attention to the conduct of the soldiers, as well as
to their arms, ammunition and food ; and remarks the facility
with which the French soldiers cooked in comparison with
our army,”’ ete.

These severe reproaches caused great dissatisfaction. It
was felt that in some particulars they were founded on state-
ments which were unintentionally inaccurate. The marches,
though short as to distance, were long as to time: “the troops,
ankle-deep in clay, mid-leg in water, lost their shoes, and with
strained sinews heavily made their way, and withal they had
but two rations in five days.”*  “ Wellington knew not that
the commissariat stores he had ordered up did not arrive
regularly because of the extreme fatigue of the animals who
carried them, and were often not available because the con-
ductors, alarmed by reports of the enemy’s cavalry, carried off
or destroyed the ficld stores.” + The destruction of the swine,
though it was a serious loss to the unfortunate owners, may be
in some measure palliated, becanse that evening the soldiers
had nothing but acorns to eat: but no doubt there had been
great disorder in some parts of the retreat, and much of

* Napier, + Ibid,
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the suffering of all arose from these very disorders on the part
of some. If soldiers break up the arrangements of their
general by want of discipline, they have no right to complain
of the misery which those arrangements were designed to
prevent. The circular was not strictly just because it ex-
cepted none from blame; and those brigades and battalions
who knew that they had honestly done their duty felt that
their hard working, if unobtrusive exertions had not been
appreciated.

With regard to cooking, that most important part of
military lore—for an army marches on its belly—a N.-C.
ofticer of the 92nd remarks that the camp kettles then in use
were made of strong iron to hold sixteen quarts for twelve
men, and were carried on mules; and when the troops were
engaged with the enemy or retreating before him, the baggage
often did not arrive till midnight; but in 1813 they got light
kettles, one to six men, which they carried themselves, and
then they could cope with the French in cooking as well as in
fighting.

An officer of the 92nd admits that discipline was permitted
to relax to a criminal degree in some regiments; “but I
cannot allow that the misconduct of one or of a dozen
battalions could ever form a good apology for bestowing upon
the others a sweeping censure for offences which they knew
they had never committed.” He believes that if Wellington
had taken a little time before giving vent to his indignation, he
would have distinguished between the guilty and those who
had done their duty under all circumstances. Since, however,
this course was not followed, he aftirms * publicly and un-
hesitatingly, that every oflicer in the regiment to which 1
belonged performed their several duties with credit to them-
selves and advantage to the service; and I fearlessly assert
that throughout the whole of the retreat, the N.-C. officers and
privates obeyed the orders of their officers with the same
cheerfulness and alacrity for which they have ever been
distinguished.” Colonel Cameron scems to have been of the
same opinion, for in Regimental Orders he calls attention
to the orders of the Commander of the FKorces, and “in the
most pointed manner ” desires that they may be enforced
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R.0., Corea, 31st December 1812.—As to-morrow is New
Year’s Day, the commanding officer recommends it to officers
commanding companies to feed their men well by letting them
have a breakfast and as good a dinner as they can upon that
occasion, and that they will visit them at their meals.

No doubt their Spanish hosts entered into the festivities
of the soldiers, who would keep up “ first footing ” and “ Oidche
Challuinn ” with all the spirit of their country; the Spanish
wine making the best of “ plotty,” and aguardiente doing duty
for mountain dew as the dram which rewards the rhymers in
the latter quaint old custom.*

R.0., Corea, 3rd January 1813.—It is intended to com-
mence the regimental school to-morrow. Such N.-C. officers
and men as wish to attend it will be allowed leave from even-
ing parade daily and from one day’s duty each week; and the
commanding officer strongly recommends the officers to advise
their N.-C. officers and the young men of their companies to
attend the school as a thing which will tend so much to their
own advantage hereafter.

Corea, 5th January 1813.—The battalion will march to-
morrow morning at eight o’clock, agreeable to this day’s brigade
orders. First pipe to sound at half-past six.

* On New Year's Eve, known in the Lowlands as ‘‘ Hogmanay,” and as
¢ Oidche Challuinn ” in the Highlands, the people gathered at the residence
of the principal person of the place and marched round the house three times
from east to west (deiseil) chanting an invocation for a blessing on it and all
within, such as—

Beannaich an tigh ‘s na bheil ann,
Eadar fhiodh ‘us chlach 'us chrann,
Moran bidhe ‘us pailteas eudaich,
Sldinte dhaoine gun robh ann.

At the door each was admitted only after reciting a verse or sentiment (duan),
which the mistress rewarded with a dram. A bit of singed wool from the
breast of a sheep (caisein Calluinn) was handed round under the noses of the
guests, who were supposed to pretend the smell delicious. After this, & man
with a bull’s or other hide drawn over his head and shoulders entered and ran
through the house, the others shouting and laughing and beating him with
sticks till he gained the outside. All were entertained by the master, and the
night was spent in singing and dancing.

This ceremony, which I have seen several times in the West Highlands,
is no doubt very ancient in its origin, and symbolical in character, but is seldom
practised of late years. It is, however, still continued in the regiment, though
in more modern fashion.
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who has any knowledge of tailor work is to be employed with
the clothing. The commanding officer expects that every man
is now supplied with good gartering and rosettes.”

Monte Hermosa, 21st January 1813.—Sergeant John
M‘Combie of the Grenadier Company is appointed to do duty
and receive pay as quartermaster-sergeant until further orders,
in the room of Quartermaster-sergeant Kenedy, promoted to a
commission.

On the 24th, the commanding officer was so well pleased
with the schoolmaster-sergeant’s report that, unless particularly
ordered to the contrary, the scholars are excused morning
parade every second day.

The following prices of necessaries may interest soldiers of
the present time.

R.0., Monte Hermosa, January 1813.—Prices of articles
furnished by Quartermaster MacFarlane, fixed by a board, the
tradesmen’s bills being produced—Shirts, 6s. 8d. each; black
gaiters, 2s. 11d. a pair; grey trousers, 10s. 6d. a pair; shoe
brushes, 2s. 3d. a pair; gartering, 3d. a yard; writing paper,
3s. 6d. a quire; a paper of ink-powder, 1s. 6d.; soap, 1s. 4d.
a lb.; tobacco, 4s. 6d. a 1b.; a razor, 10d. Hose tartan to be
charged to officers commanding companies at 2s. 8d. a yard,
and by them to the men at the rate of 2s. a pair.

On the 3rd of February the battalion was inspected by Sir
Rowland Hill in their new clothing; knapsacks neatly packed,
greatcoats and blankets well folded and rolled, canteens well
cleaned, etc. The haversacks, being so bad, were not to be
worn, and, as the feathers had not been put up, they paraded
in “humble bonnets.” The men to wear purses, but, as all
had not got them, “the front rank men and the flanks of the
rear ranks will be completed with purses.”

At Monte Hermosa the officers and soldiers of the battalion
received their share of prize-money for the captures at Arroyo
dos Molinos, and also their pay up to the 24th of September
last, the captains to retain a sufficient sum to provide their
companies with vegetables. The men were now rich, and
“ officers commanding companies are to cause all the wine .
houses in their cantonments to be shut up at eight o’clock,
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Private Donald Skinner, . . Edderton, Ross.
' Alexr. Sutherland, 1st, . Moray.
’ James Thomson, . . Renfrew.
» Frederick White, . . Glasgow.
’ John Whitaker, . . Essex.
v Frederick Zieger, . . Germany (musician).

I have been able to trace the length of service of fifty-five of

the above.
Brought forward, 25 men.

Enlisted in 1794 2 men. Enlisted in 1808 9
» 1798 2, ” 1809 . . 3
” 1800 . . 3 " 1810 . . 2
” 1802 . . 4 ” 1811 3
” 1803 2 ”» 1812 8 ,,
” 1805 7T, ” 1813 4
” 1806 1, ” 1815 1=
” 1807 4

Carry forward, 25 55

It would appear from a comparison of the names on the prize-
roll for Vittoria with that for Waterloo, that the proportion of
Highlanders to Lowland Scots was greater at the former than
at the latter period.

The wounded were taken to Brussels and Antwerp, but
from want of carriage many had to get there as best they
could, and suffered much. The people of Brussels showed
great kindness and humanity. Every door was open to them,
and the best rooms given up. One gentleman and his sisters
nursed and fed thirty ofticers and men. Monsieur Troyans, a
lacemaker, stopped his manufacture, converted his premises into
a temporary hospital, furnishing the patients with linen, and
giving the attendance of all his workwomen. A soldier’s letter
mentions that he and others were attended by ladies and gentle-
men, who brought them delicacies and waited on them, though
they could only understand each other by signs. The Sisters of
Mercy also were constantly in attendance at the hospitals, the
wounded French being treated with the same attention as the
British. Mr P. 1. Gordon, in his reminiscences, says the
Highlanders were particularly fuvoured. Before, they were

* The German musician.
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ation of the whole Belgic people for the Highlanders are most
remarkable.” “In short, they are the best of soldiers and of
men, according to the Belgians, and the idea they have of their
valour is quite prodigious. They never speak of them without
some epithet of affection or admiration, ¢Ah, ces braves
hommes ! Ces bons Ecossais, ils sont si doux, si aimables! et
dans la guerre! ah, mon Dieu! comme ils sont terribles!’”
(Ah, these brave men! these good Scots, they are so mild, so
amiable, and in war, my God! how terrible they are!) *

The following is an extract from a letter to Sir Walter
Scott from Viscount Vanderfosse, first advocate of the Superior
Court of Justice of Brussels, dated January 5th, 1816—
“Since the arrival of the British troops on the Continent,
their discipline was remarked by all those who had any com-
munication with them. Among these respectable warriors the
Scotch deserve to be particularly commemorated, and this
honourable mention is due to their discipline, their mildness,
their patience, their humanity, and their bravery almost with-
out example. Constant and unheard-of proofs were given, I
do not say of courage, but of devotion to their country quite
extraordinary and sublime ; nor must we forget that these men,
so terrible in the field of battle, were mild and tranquil out
of it.”

* ¢“Narrative of a Residence in Belgium during the Campaign of 1815.”
Also ““ Paul's Letters to his Kinsfolk.”
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Volunteers received and from what corps—9th Regiment, 4 ;
62nd Regiment, 15 ; 63rd Regiment, 2.—Total, 21.

Number of rank and file, 24th December 1799—710.

N.B.—Private Norman Buchanan, d.o.w. 3rd February 1800.

IV.

ORAN AIR BLAR NA H-OLAIND.
AIR FONN—“Alasdair & Gleanna-Garadh.”

AIR mios deireannach an fhoghair,
An dara latha, ’s math mo chuimne,
Ghluais na Breatunnaich bho'n fhaiche,
Dh’ionnsuidh tachairt ris na maimhdean ;
Thug Abercrombaidh taobh na mara
Dhiu le’'n canain, ’s mi ga 'n cluintinn ;
Bha fdirneadh aig Mur* gu daingeann,
Cumail aingil ris na Frangaich.

Thriall Abercrombaidh ’s Mir na feile,
Le 'n laoich éuchdach, thun a bhaitell ;
Tharruinn iad gu h—eolach, treubhach,
Luchd na beurla ri uchd catha ;
N uair a dhld na h-airm ri chéile,
Dhubhadh na speuran le 'n deathaich ;
S bu lionmhor fear a bha ’s an éisdeachd,
Nach do ghluais leis fein an ath oidhch’.

Dh’fhag iad sinne mar a b’annsa,

Fo cheannardachd Mhorair Hunndaidh,
An t-dg smiorail, fearail, naimhdeil,

N an teannadh ain-neart ga ’r n-ionnsuidh ;
Le bhrataichean siod’ a strannraich,

Ri ’u cuid crann a damhe’ le muiseag ;
S na fir a toghairt ’s na Frangaich,

B’ iad mo riinse chlann nach diultadh.

Bha ’n leoghann colgarra gun ghealtachd,
Le mhile fear sgairteil 13’ ruinn ;
An Camshronach garg o'n Earrachd,
Mar ursainn chatha ’s na bliraibh ;
Dh’aontaich sinn mar aon sa bhaiteal,
Le faobhar lann sgaiteach stailinn ;
Cha bu ghniomh le ’r lacich gun taise,
Faoineis air an fhaich’ le lamhaich.

* General 8ir Jehn Moore.
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Ach, 'n uair dh’fhaod ar lacich gun tioma,
Dhol an dite buille bhualadh,

Bha roinn nan stailinne biorach,
Sathadh guineideach mu’n tuairmse.

Gu’m bi sin an tuairmse smiorail,
Chinnteach, amaiseach, gun dearmad ;
Thug na leoghainn bhorba, nimheil,
Bu cholgail sealladh fo’'n armaibh ;
Ri sgitrsadh naimhdean mar fhalaisg,
A’s dritichdan fallais air gach calg dhiu ;
'S bha Frangaich a brachdadh fala,
'8 an cil ri talamh sa ghainmhich.

Mar neoil fhuilteach air an riasladh,
Le gaoth a biargalta séideadh ;
Ruith nam baidibh ceigeach, lia’-ghlas,
An deigh an cliathadh as a chéile :
Chite na naimhde gun riaghailt,
Teicheadh gu dian o uchd streupa ;
’S ind a leaghadh air am bialthaobh,
Mar shneachd amn fianais na gréine.

Ged’ a phill sinn o ar diathaich,
Cha d’ mhill sinn air clid an cruadal
Bha sinn gach latha ga'n sgitirsadh,
Mar chaoirich aig ci ga’n ruagadh.
Dh’aindeoin an cuid sldigh gun chunntas,
Tigh'n o'n Fhriing as ur ga’r bualadh,
Bu leisg ar gaisgich gu tionndadh,
'Nuair a chord an Dilc ri'n uaislean.

'N uair chuireadh am baiteal seachad,
'S a dh-aireadh ar gaisgich threubhach,
Bha ioma Gaél ’s an deachaidh
Le miad am braise ’s an streupa,
Fuil a ruith air lotaibh frasach,
Bho luchd nam breacanan féilidh,
'8 i sior thaomadh leis na glacan—
’8 truagh ! nach dh'fhaod ar gaisgich éirigh !

'S bochd gun sian orra bho luaighe,
On a bha iad cruaidh 'na’n nadur,
Fulangach gu dhol san tuasaid,
Guineideach 'nuair ghluaist’ an irdan,
Cha robh math d’an namhaid gluasad,
Dh'iarraidh buaidh orra’ s na blaraibh,
Chaill iad air an traigh seachd uairean,
Tuilleadh ’s na bha bhuain ’san araich.
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’Nis o’'n chuir iad sinn do Shasunn,
Ghabhail ar cairtealan geamhraidh,
Far am faigh sinn leann am pailteas,
Ged’ tha Mac-na-praisich gann oirn
Olar leinn deoch-slainte’ Mharcuis—
Ar gualann thaice s ar Ceannard ;
Tha sinn cho ullamh’s a &it leis,
Dhion a bhrataichean bho ainneart.

The Poems are done into English metre by the Rev. Canon
Hugh MacColl and Miss Helen Greenhill Gardyne, giving as nearly
as possible the meaning of the originals, which are as remarkable for
faithful detail as for vivid description; but no translation can
render the full force and beauty of the bard’s expressive Gaelic.

BATTLE OF EGMONT-OP-ZEE.
(OBAN NA BLAR NA H'OLAND.)

In the last month of the harvest,

If my memory serve me truly,

On the second of October,

The British moved to meet the foemen.
Loud I heard the sounding cannon
Where Abercromby held the shore ;
Stoutly pressed our brave Moore forward,
Firing still upon the Frenchmen.

Noble Moore and Abercromby

Moved with brave men to the battle ;
Skilfully they then led onwards

Those that speak the tongue of England.
With thick smoke the skies were blackened
When the armies neared each other.

Many then could hear the tumult

Who lay motionless by sunset !

He, the gallant Lord of Huntly—
Him we most desired to follow—

Is our leader, keen for battle.

From the standards dance defiant

All his fluttering silken banners ;
And when storm of danger threatens,
And our men are keen to meet it—
Then my dear ones are the clansmen
Who in fight take no denial !
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Fearless stood the stern-faced lion
With a thousand of his warriors ;

Like a pillar in the contest

Was bold Cameron of Earracht ! *
One in battle we united,

For not trifling was the struggle

With the keen edge of the steel blades,
Which our heroes now must handle.

Without firing rushed the foemen

On our troops with weight of purpose,
Badly fared the English speakers

When they turned back from the slaughter.
Proud Ralph shouted to his warriors—

‘ Hasten, sons o’ the Gael, to meet them !”
High their spirit, loyal-hearted,

They once more shall turn the battle.

Swift the soldiers midst the slaughter
Onward pressed, nor danger heeded,

Like the eagles, fierce and vengeful,

By dismay not soon defeated.

As lightning on a night of tempest,

They dealt destruction’s gleaming arrows ;
With hue of bloodshed on their weapons
Firmly drove the foe before them.

When Lord Gordon was found missing,
And the news came he had fallen
Wounded in the breast, the heroes
Furiously renewed the onset.

As a spate bursts from the mountains,
Rushing from the clouds about us—

So with frowning brows they followed,
Dealing heavy blows with bloodshed.

In the van the maddened Camerons

Raged to know their brave chief wounded ;
In the clash and stress of battles

Grey had grown the locks of manhood :
Yet his brown eye flashed undaunted

In the face no fear could whiten.

Ere beneath his folded mantle

Sank the sun, all debts were settled.

Famous were the men from Scotland,
Men of the Royals, brave and hardy ;
Far from us in midst of battle,
Though by thousands then confronted,

* Colonel Cameron, 79th, who was wounded.
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On they pressed with martial ardour—
Still their name is Victory !

Alas! the men of chequered tartan
Were laid low by fire of cannon.

Skilful are the French in firing

Till you come to closer quarters ;

Then like hail their shot fell on us

For the sixth part of an hour.

When at length our gallant soldiers
Were allowed to charge the foemen,
Ready was the keen-edged steel point,
Surely aimed to thrust them backward.

Fierce were they as eager lions,
Proving that our men, when near them,
Must be strong, with mien defiant,
Bearing arms and striking boldly ;

Thus they lash the foe before them
Furiously, like heather burning.

Fast and thick upon the steel blades
Fell the dews of perspiration,

Blood of Frenchmen flows in torrents,
Who upon the sands have fallen.

Like blood-dyed clouds all torn and mangled
By a violent west wind blowing,

Rent apart and moving wildly

In shapeless grey and purple masses—

Thus the enemy, disordered,

Soon in flight were seeking safety :

Rapidly, as melts a snow wreath

In the sun’s eye, they have vanished.

Fair fame of our native courage

Kept we bright in foreign countries ;

Day by day, as doth a sheep dog,

Like a flock we drove them forward,

In despite of countless levies

Coming fresh from France to strike us.

Loth to halt were then the heroes

When the Duke * made peace with Frenchmen.

When the fight at length was ended,
And the gallant men were numbered,
Many a Highlander had fallen
Through the greatness of his daring.

* Duke of York.
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Blood was pouring from the shot wounds,
Flowing down upon the bodies

Of the men of belted tartans.

O! that our heroes were permitted

To rise once more from field of valour.

Pity ’tis that men so fearless

From the shot were not protected !
Capable and proud by nature,
Vehement when roused in spirit ;
Hopeless was it for the Frenchmen
Such hardy foes in strife to conquer !
On the shore their dead lay scattered
Seven times more than ours in number.

Now, indeed, to winter quarters,

Back to England they have sent us ;

Where is ale in great abundance,

Though “ Mac-na-praisich ” ¥ still is lacking.
Health we'll drink unto the Marquis,

Our support and great commander,

Ready always when he calls us

To defend his flag from insult !

ORAN.

AIR BLAR NA H-EIPHIT.

Clarson nach tdisichinn sa champa,
Far na dh’fhag mi clann mo ghaoil,

Thog sinn taighean Samhraidh ann,
Le barrach mheang nan craobh,

Bu solas uaibhreach, ceannard,

A bhi gluasad ri uchd naimhdean ann,

’S a dh'aindeoin luaidhe Fhrangach,
B’ aobhar damsha bhi ri ’r taobh.

Cha chualas ri linn seanachais,
Ann an cogadh arm na ’n stri,
Cuig mile-diag cho ainmeil ruibh,
A tharruinn airm fo 'n Righ ;
B’ aobhar clit an tréun-fhear Albannach,
A fhuair a chuis ud earbea ris,
Nach cibairean a thearbadh leis,
Thoirt gniomh nan arm gu crich.

* Mac-na-praisich, lit., son of fermentation (whisky).
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Dh’iarr e moch di-ciadain,
’S a’ chiad diagachadh de 'n Mhairt,
Gach comisart riarachadh,
Ar biadh a mach oirn tr ;
Rum ’bhi air ar cliathaichean,
Gu h-ullamh mar a dh’ iarramaid,
Nach faodadh iad air chiad-lungaidh,
Dol sios leis ann sa bhlar.

'S ann air dir-daoin a dh’fhig sinn,
Air sir chablach fad air chil,

Na 'm faigheadhmaid rian sndmha dhaibh,
Bu lAidir iad na ’r chis ;

Lean Mac-a-Ghobha * cairdeil ruinn,

'S gu 'm b’ fhoghainteach a bhitaichean,

A dh’ aindeoin gleadhraich nambhaid,
Chum e smailadh air an stil.

Bha ar ’n Ard cheann-feadhna toirteil,
Ann san Am ga ’r propadh suas,

Bho dhream gu dream ga 'm brosnachadh,
Cha b’ ann le moit na ghruaidh ;

Ghlacadh cuibhle ’'n fhortain,

Ann san laimh nach tionndadh toisgeal i,

'S a dhuisgeadh sunnt gu cosnadh dhuinn,
Mar Fhionn a mosgladh shluaidh.

Thairneadh na laoich shomalta
Na 'n comhlann throma, bhorb,
Bu tarslach, lAmhan, comasach,
An sradag fhonnidh falbh ;
A g’ iarraidh Aite an cromadh iad,
Na ’n tugadh nimhaid coinneamh dhaibh,
Gu ’m fag-te 'n Arach tonn-fhuileach,
Le stailinn thollach bholg.

Bho nach tionndadh ndimh gu casgairt,
Bu dId lasair air an deigh,

'N uair chunnacas gnlis nam Breatunnach
B'fhearr casan dhaibh na stréup ;

Thug iad an cil gu tapaidh ruinn,

A shiubhal gu dId astarach,

A sior dhion an cil le marcaichean,
Chum lasachadh na 'm ceum.

Bha gillean ldghar, sgairteil ann,
Nach d’ aom le gealtachd riamh,
Mar dh’ fhaodadh iad ga ’n leantain,
Philleadh caogad each le 'n gniombh ;
* 8ir Sydney Smith, R.N.
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Bu smaointean faoin d’a marcaichean,

Nach faighte daoine ghleachdadh iad,

’S na laoich nach faoite chaisleachadh,
Ga 'n caol ruith mach air sliabh.

Bu tric an comhdach casgairt sinn,
Thug sud oirn stad na dha,
Bhi gun edlas ann san astar sin,
N duil mhor ri gaisge chiich ;
Db’ fheuch Ralph gach doigh a chleachda leis
'S an dian-te sroil a thaisbeanadh,
’8 a d’ aindeoin sedltachd db’ fhairtlich oirn,
An toirt gu casgairt lamh.

Bha sinn lAidir, guineideach,
DAna, urranta ’san stri,
Bha iadsan rdideil, cuireideach,
Lan thuineachadh ’s an tir;
Ghabh iad Aird na monaidhean,
Gu ’n dh’ fhuair iad Aite cothromach,
'S an dianadh lAmhach dolaidh dhuinn,
Gu ’n toileachadh r’a linn,

Thairneadh giradh droma leinn,
De db’ armuinn fhonnidh thréin,
Bho shail’ gu siil’ a coinneachadh
N trd chromaidh air a ghréin ;
Bu daingean, lAidir, comasach,
A phiirc ga m’ fhil na bonaidean,
Cha bu chadal séimh ga 'n comunn,
’S chch ma ’r coinneamh air a bheinn.

Stad sinn ré na h-oidhche sin,
Gu leir an cuim nan arm,
Bha leannan fein, gu maighdeannail,
Fo sgéith gach saighdear, bilbh ;
Na ’n tigeadh feum na facineachd orr’,
'S gu tugte aobhar bruidhne dhj,
Bu neamhail a spéic phuiseanta,
Bho ’n bheul bu chinnteach sealg.

Dh’ earbadh dion an ’'n anmanan,
Ri Albannaich mo riin

Fir nach tdirnnte cearbaich orra,
'N 4m tharruinn arm gu dld ;

Rinn iad a chaithris armailteach,

Gu h-ullamh, ealamh, ealachuinneach,

'S na 'n deanadh nimbhaid tairgnesachadh,
Bha bas allabharach na 'n gnuis.
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Sinn ullamh air ar connspagan,
Gu dol san toir gu dion,

An treas madainn diag a shonraich iad,
Le ’r ceannard mdr gu 'n fhiamh ;

An dA réiseamaid a b’ dige againn,

Na Gréamaich agus Gordonaich,

A ruith gu dian an cdmhdhail,
Na bha dortadh leis an t-sliabh.

Cho ullamh ris an fhadar,
A bha dol na smiid ma ’r ceann,
Gbluais na gillean ld-chleasach,
Air mhire null do 'n ghleann ;
Thug sinn le teine dibailte,
Bristeadh as na trdpairean,
Bha Gréumaich nan éuchd fidghantach
'S cha @’ éisd iad miiseag lann.

Mar stoirm a b’ iargalt connsachadh,
A spionadh nedil a’s chrann,
A riasladh fairge moire,
Gu pianadh shedl ’s ga 'n call ;
Cruaidh dian bha buaidh nan Gordonach,
Bu lionmhor sguab a’s dorlaichean,
A bhuain iad air a chdmhnard,
Far an tug na sldigh dhaibh ceann.

Dhldthaich ar n’ arm urramach,

Gu h-ullamh air ar ¢,
Lion iad an t-sreath fhulangach,

Rinn guineideach gu smis ;
Bu naimhdeil dian an gunnaireachd,
A db’fhag an sliabh ’s nial fuileach air,
Bha cuirp na ’n riadhan uireasach,

Fo ’n ian gun tuille ldis.

'N Am propadh ris an namhaid,
Sinn g’an smiladh ann sa’ ched,

Las a bheinn mar Amhuinn ruinn,
A barcadh na prais oirn ;

Shaoil sinn gur h-i Vesavius,

A sgain bho bonn le thirneanaich,

Airm chaola b’ fhaoineis lamh ridhe,
’S craos na chaoir tigh’n’ beo.

Bha craoslach nan geum neimheil,
Gu bréun, aineolach, sa’ ched,

A bheist bu tréine langhanaich,
Bu reusan sgreamh do dh’ fhedil ;
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Bu chaillteach dhuinn an dealanach,

'S a liughad saighdear bearraideach,

Bha ’n oidhche sin a mearachd oirn,
Gu ’'n anam air an téir.

Db’ aindeoin a h-ard bhirainich,
Bha 1didir, mdiseach, garbh,

Ga b’ oil leis an cuid trdpairean,
Am bruchdadh rinn an arm ;

Ge d’ fhuair sinn beagan didbhalach,

A laoghad cha do Idb sinn daibh,

Bu lionmhor marcach cil-donn did,
Fo ’r casan briite, mirbh.

Thug iad an cil, ’s cha mhasladh dhaibh,
Chuir casgairt iad na’n teinn,

Sinn ga'n sgiursadh do ’s na fasaichean,
’S gach tdbh na las a bheinn ;

Thionndadh gach ciis taitneach dhuinn,

Bho bhon a ciil ’s a ciis-mhulaich,

Cha &’ fhurich gniis dhiu gleachda ruinn,
Nach d’ bhrichd amach na still.

’S ciis a throm an ruaig orra,

Cho cruaidh ’s a chualas riamh,
Bha Abercrombie suas riutha,

Le shluadh a db’ fhuasgail fial ;
Mar bhi'dh am baile bhuannaich iad,
Le canain air a chuartachadh,

Bha barachd dhid ’s na h-uaighichean,

'S a db’ fhuaraich air an t-sliabh.

Thairneadh garadh lidir,

'DR’ arm tabhachdach nach striochd,
Ma choinneamh Alerandria,

Air airde Aboukier;
'N uair rainig sinn an larach sin,
'S a dhealaich mi ri m’ chdirdean ann,
’S ann ghidlain iad gu m’ bhita mi,

'S fuil bhlath fo ’m air an fhiar.

Tha ’n da Bhaiteal Araidh

An deagh Ghaglig ann am chuimhn’,
Cha 'n e ’'n treas fear bu taire,

’S math a b’ fhiach e bird ga sheinn ;
Tha mi sa’ cheaird air mhigaran,
Cha ’n fhilidh no fear dina mi,
Na dl innis mi cha par leam e,

Co chluinneas ¢’ it’ an d’ rinn.
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In that far camp my song begins

In which I left my comrades dear,
Wherein with tender twigs of trees

We built the summer bowers.

Proud were our hearts to mark our chief
Meeting the foemen breast to breast ;
Such joy were mine—such as he feels
‘Who joins the dance—if by your side
Despite French lead, I stood once more.

We have not heard in olden tales
Of clash of arms and battle-fray,
Of fifteen thousand men more famous

Who for the King have drawn their swords.

Far-renowned was Scotland’s hero *
With such charge to be entrusted ;
Nor were cowards by him chosen
To end the mighty deed of arms.

It was early in the morning

Of the mid-day of the week,

When the teens of March were opening,
That the orders came for each

Of our commissaries to issue

Drink and rations to the army ;

So that strengthened for the battle

We might stand prepared betimes.

Upon Thursday we departed,

Our noble fleet left far behind.

Mighty was their strength to aid us,
But no channel there could float them.
Staunch Sir Sydney Smith with valour,
As of old, our force supported ;

Shrill fury of the foe extinguished,

As a light is quenched in darkness.

The great commander now was seen
With skill encouraging his men ;
Each several company inciting
To valour, prompt in look and word,
Like Fingal mustering his host.
His strong hand seizing Fortune’s wheel,
He swiftly gave the happy turn
That wakes the soul to victory.

* Sir Ralph Abercromby.

THE BATTLE OF EGYPT.



APPENDIX. 501

The comely warriors were drawn up

In stern well-ordered companies ;

Strong are their hands, and skilled to wound
With the fine spark of tempered steel,
When seeking for a place to strike.

There, if the foe would stand to meet them,
Dark would be the ground with blood,

From havoc of the piercing blades.

But since the foemen would not tarry

To dare the combat hand to hand,

Nor face the British line of battle—

With fire we pressed them, following closely,
Till they turned their backs upon us,
Showed their heels and fled with speed ;
Though trained horsemen in their rear
Protected still their flagging steps.

There were lads, swift-footed, hearty,
Yielding not whate’er the danger,
Pursuing still as they were able.

Fifty horse their skill turned backwards,
For in vain the riders fancied

That no man would dare to fight them,
Whilst the still unvanquished heroes
Chased them o’er the plain’s expanse.

Signs we left of deadly slaughter ;

Yet, because the ground we knew not,
More than once we needs must linger ;
Though Ralph, trusting to our comrades,
Tried all his well-practised methods

To reveal the foemen’s banners.

Yet we failed, despite his wisdom,

To bring their forces to hand-fighting.

We were strong men, bold and hardy,

Sure of ourselves and fierce in strife ;

Wily the foe, and full of cunning,

With good knowledge of the country.
Therefore they sought among the hills

To find a fitting place of vantage

From which their guns could work us mischief
And success, though fleeting, gain.

A line of strong defence we formed
Of matchless, mighty warriors ;
Across the plain from base to base
They stretched, at setting of the sun.
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Keen soldiers, steadfast, capable,
Fencing the stricken field with bonnets.
Peaceful sleep was not their portion,
For on the hill the foe still faced them.

Throughout the night, all stood to arms ;
Each soldier holding maiden-wise

His silent sweetheart 'neath his wing.
Silent until, when need or call

Of danger giveth cause for speech,

Her lively answer would be ready,

A stinging message from a mouth

That never missed her deadly aim !

On you, my Scottish comrades dear,

The safety of our lives depended.

Men who in the stress of arms

Would never bring misfortune on us;

Good watch they kept throughout the night,
Aye ready, eager, standing fast.

Should any foeman challenge them,

A sudden death would be his portion !

Prepared on all sides with defiance

To follow up the swift pursuit,

The thirteenth morning was the time
Fixed by our gallant great commander.
Then two, our youngest regiments,
Gordons and Graemes, * impetuously
Rush forth to meet the opposing hosts
That stream in numbers down the hill.

Quick as the powder blazing

About our heads in circling smoke—

So marched—so ran—our agile lads !

As when they hastened to the sport

In Highland glen—so now they break
With double fire the lines of horse.

Like heroes fought the Graemes, nor heeded
The murmur of the sounding blades !

As when a storm, in strong contention,
With violence rends the clouds and trees,
Raising a sea most boisterous—

On fair sails sending peril dire—

Hard was the Gordons’ victory !

* The 90th Regiment was commanded by Colonel Greeme of Lyndoch,
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But when on that contested plain

They met the onset of the foe,
Abundantly they reaped the sheaves
And gleanings of Death’s harvest-field !

Our gallant troops, intent on vengeance,
In readiness upon our rear,

March on to fill the dauntless line
Formed closely, firing straight and sure,
Well skilled in fierce Destruction’s ways.
Thus on that blood-stained field they left
In piteous rows the wounded men,

Laid spent and weary 'neath the skies.

When thus we faced the enemy,

Thick mist had hidden all from view ;
Then blazed the hill as from a furnace
Pouring brass upon us there !

As though Vesuvius in thunder

Forth from her strong foundations burst !
Vain our small arms ’gainst that mouth
Whence fiery waves do issue still.

But the wide mouth muttered vengeance,
Speaking darkly through the mist ;
There that mighty engine roaring
Causeth horror to the flesh.

For by that lightning many a lad—
Light-hearted soldier from our midst—
‘Was missing from us on that night,

And not a soul to seek them out.

But despite the deep-toned wail

Of that strong voice, loud and deadly,
And in spite of all their troopers,
Fiercely rushed our army on them !
Though some loss we suffered, never
Did we yield one step before them !
Many of their brown-haired riders
Fell down dead beneath our feet.

No disgrace was theirs in fleeing—

By our fire their ranks were shattered—
As we drove them to their downfall
Where the hill on all sides blazed.

All things now were in our favour,
Ours the hill from base to summit ;

Not a man remained to face us—

All fled from us like a torrent !
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Never flying foe was pressed

By swift pursuit more fierce and hard !
Abercrombie came up with them,

Brought his hoets to our relief.

Were it not for cannons frowning

To guard the town they now had reached,
Many more had found their graves,

Than on the field of battle stiffened.

In front of Alexandria,

Upon the heights of Aboukir,*

A gallant and victorious army

Formed a strong, unyielding wall.
When we reached that field of battle,

I was parted from my comrades,

Who to the boat sore-wounded bore me,
‘Warm blood all the grass bedewing.

In good Gaelic my remembrance

Holds these special battles twain ;

And the third was no less famous,

Most worthy to be told in song.

Poet am I not, nor singer—

But no shame have I in telling,

So that all who list may hear—

Of what has chanced and where 'twas done !

V.

When the Experimental Rifle Corps was succeeded by the Ris
Corps and 95th Rifle Regiment, a Highland Company seems
have been continued, though without any distinctive dress. In
acquittance roll of Captain Alexander Stewart’s company, Rif
Regiment, 1801, there are sixty-seven men, and their names sho
them to have heen almost all Highlanders. A letter to him fro
his commanding officer in 1802 desires him to enlist as many ;
possible in his own country (Appin). Captain Stewart had been j
the 92nd, and he seems to have heen succeeded by another Gordg
Highlander, for Colonel A. W. Cameron told me his father con
manded the Highland Company of the 95th Rifles, and he
mentioned by Blakeney as commanding it at Corunna.

+ Aboukir is at a considerable distance; the army really held the heights opposi

Alexandria. The bard was so remarkable for the historical correctness of his description:
that this mistake must be attributed to an error in transeription,
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FAMILY OR
RaANK. NAME. RESIDENCE. COUNTY. REMARKS,
Captain r Aytoun of Inchdairnie | Fife
' Alexander, Lord Berri- | son of the Earl
dale of Caithness
' Charles, Earl of March | son of the Duke
of Richmond
' John Hill
Lieutenant | Samuel Bevan Died of wounds received
at Maya, 1813
» John Warren
' Angus Fraser
- William Baillie Dunean (?) Inverness
' John Ross son of a parish | Ross-shire | Killed at San Sebastian
minister while doing duty with
i RePort(ilguese regimell)lt d
, illiam Fyfe Speyside Mora,; tired captain. ie
’ Fy pey Y at Garmouth
» Donald MacPherson Sherrobeg, Lag- | Inverness | Retired captain. Died
gan about 1
’ John Cattanach Kingussie Inverness Rose from the ranks, re-
tired captain. Died in
Canada
»» *Ronald MacDonald Gaskmore Inverness | Colonel, C.B.,, K.H.,
adjutant-general Bom-
. bay Army. Died, 1848
» John A. Durie
” Claude Alexander Renfrewshire|
» Hay Rose"
' James John Chisholm | Knockfin Inverness Kl{lael(}5 at Quatre - Bras,
' Robert Winchester Aberdeen Aberdeen | Retired lieut. - colonel.
Died in Edinburgh,
1846
' Thomas Hobbs
. Thomas MacIntosh
' *Donald MacDonald Garva Inverness
' Andrew Will Brechin Forfar Died, Jamaica, 1819
’ Alexander Gordon Loin-bhulg Inverness
’ Duncan MacPherson Killed at St Pierre, 1813
’ William MacEachran
’ Hector Innes Cullen Banff Died, Jamaica, 1819
’ Andrew M ‘Kenzie Shaw| Pettulich Inverness | Retired captain
» George Logan
. Ewen Campbell Sonachan Argyle
' *Richard Donell | of Keppoch Inverness | Died, Jamaica, 1819
' Richard Josiah Peat
' William Little Killed at Quatre-Bras
' , Patrick Leatham
’ George Mackie Auldearn (?) Nairn Died, Jamaica, 1819
. | Alexander MacPherson | Kingussie Inverness | Rose from the ranks, re-
tired captain. Died in
| Badenoch
. Ewen Cameron Ross | Kilmonivaig, Inverness | Died at Fort- Augustus
l son of parish about 1866
E Luk minister
nsi e Higgins
”1gn l Georgenﬁldon Loin-bhulg Inverness
Auldearn Nairn

”

| J—— Mackie

Nore.—Those marked * seems all to have been connected with the Keppoch family.
Those places marked (?) are doubtful.
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VIIL

CUMHA DO
CHOIRNEAL IAIN CAMSHRON,

4 thuit ann am blar Bhatarlaidh, agus chaidh a chorp a
thoirt dhachaidh do Chill-a-Mhaillihh 'n Lochaber.

AIR FoNN—*¢ Gur muladach mi lium fhin,
'S gu’n duine mu 'n cuairt.”

’S lionmhor caraid ’s fear daimh,

Nach gearain a cheann’ bhi tinn,
Chaidh a leagadh ’s an Fhraing,

'S a chuir Bonaparte thall d’ar dith ;
Ged bha Wellington ann,

’Chuir scapadh 'na champ bho thir,
'S leir ri fhaicinn ar call,

Dh'fhag na Gaidheal cho gann ri ’r linn.

’N sgeul a thainig as ur,

Dh’fhag na h-Abraich fo tharsa bron,
'S iad gun mhire, gun mhiirnn,

Gun aidhear, gun sunnt ri ceol ;
Chaill iad caraid 'sa chuirt,

'S treun bharrantas cuil air sloigh ;
'S lionmhor Morfhear a’s Diuchd,

A bha criiteach mu ’n diubhal mhoir.

Chunnacas long anns a chaol,

’S i ’seoladh le gaoth bho 'n iar,
Dol gu fasadh nan craobh,

’S ann leamsa nach b-fhaoin an sgial ;
’S corp aluinn an laocich

Air a clar, ’s gun bu daor a thriall ;
’S dh’ fhag sid bron agus gaoire,

Aig mnathan da thaobh Loch-iall.

Latha blair Bhatarlaidh,
Thuit 'n t-shaoidh sin fhuair cliu ’s gach tir,
Mor Chamshronach ar,
Choisinn urram an cuirt an Righ ;
Fhir nach tionndadh do chul,
’N uair a rachadh a chuis gu stri,
'S tric a dhearbh thu do thirn,
’S a fhuair sinn ort cunntas fior.



512 APPENDIX.

D’ fhuil ’ga dortadh air mhire,
Dh’fhag a’ cacineadh do chinneadh gu leir
A’s do chreuchdaibh a sileadh,
'8 cha robh doigh air a tilleadh le leigh,
'8 gun ad’ choir ach do ghille,
’S e bronach le teum as do dheigh ;
A’s e leon an cul slinnein,
Leis 'n do thuit thu ’san iomairt, 's le ‘m beud.

Bu tu ’m buachaill air treud,

Ga ’n gleidheadh bho bheud gun chall,
Gus an cuirte orra feum,

’8 iad uil air dheadh ghleus a’ d’ champ ;
Neartmhor, fulanach, treun,

Fad ’sa sheasadh tu fein air an ceann ;
Bhiodh do naimhdean lan chreuchd,

'S tu cur an ra-treut na deann.

Sar churaidh gun chealg,

Cait an cualas fear t-aimn rid’ linn ;
A dh’fhuirich no dh’fhalbh,

Thug ort urram le dearbhadh fior ;
Ann an cumadh, ’s an dealbh,

No ’'n cumasg nan arm dol sios,
Leomhan fuileachdach, garg,

'S lan ghaisgeach gun chearb ’san stri.

Fear do choltais le cinnt,
Cha ’n fhaicte ’n cuig mil’ air srid,
Gun chron cuim’ ort ri inn’s,
Bho mhullach do chinn gu &’ shail ;
’S do dh’acine gasd’ aig do shlinne,
Leis an reachadh tu ’n tionnsglaidh blair,
Ann an cogadh no ’n sith,
'S tu bhuidhneadh a chis thar chach.

Bu ghlan ruthadh a d’ ghruaidh,

Air each aigionnach, luath, ’chinn aird,
’S tu air thoiseach do shluaigh,

Nuair a tharruinneadh suas brigade ;
Claidheamh nochda gun truaill,

Leis an coisneadh tu buaidh a d’ laimh,
Lann thana, gheur, chruaidh,

Scathadh chlaignean a’s chluas gu lar.

’S mairg a spionadh dbiot calg,

’N uar a lasadh do mheamna ad’ shroin,
Lamh dheas air chul arm,

Leis an reachadh tu an sealbh a ghleois ;
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Ghleidheadh do’n righ,
’S cha leigeadh tu dhiot a choir ;
’S goirt do chairdean’ gad’ dhith,
'S nach d’ fhan thu a db’ innse sgeoil.

Sid an sgeula ’bha goirt,

Dh’fhag Sir Eoghan na thosd, gun sunnt,
'S beag an t-ioghnadh a sprochd,

’8 deoir bhi sileadh bho’ roisg’ gu dlu ;
A dheadh mhac oighre gun spot,

A db’fhoillsich le phosta cliu,
Dhol gu bas le trom lot,

Air a charamh a nochd ’s an uir.

An latha mor sin chaidh crioch

Air a chogadh, ’s gach rioghachd thall,
S iomadh luach bu mhor pris,

A thuit leis an stri ’san Fhraing,
Phaigh cloinn Chamshroin a chis,

'8 cha d’thig iad air tir gun chall :
'8 ged a thainig an t-shith,

’S daor a h-eiric ’san diola bh’ann.

An la fhuair iad bho’'n Fhraing
Do chorp priseil a nall thar chuan,
’N ciste ghiubhais nam bord,
Ged ’bha ’n fhailt ud cho bronach, fuar ;
Dbk’ arduich d’ onoir cho mor,
'S nach bu mhuillean do 'n or a luach
Do thoirt dachaidh le coir,
’S do thasgaidh fo'n fhoid far 'm bu dual.

’N Cill-a-Mhaillibh nam feirt,

Chaidh an laoch bu mhor neart fo dhion,
’Na uir dhuchasaich cheart,

Ann an tur na 'n clach snaighte, grinn ;
Ge b’ e ghabhas dur-bheachd,

Air sgriobhadh na’n leachdan slinn,
’8 leir an sid gur ceann feachd,

Fhuair urram le ceartas righ.

Fad ’sa shiubhlas a ghrian,

Dol deiseal na nial gu h-ard,
Gus an leagh le teas dian,

Na beanntuinnean sios gu lar,
Cluinnear iomradh do ghniomh,

Gus an teirig gach sliabb s gach traigh,
Seasaidh fianuis do bhuadh,

'8 do chuimhneachan suas gu brath,

2K
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'S ann an Lunnuin nan cleochd,
Dhealbh iad ioghnadh ro mhor mu d’ chas,
Ris ’n do chosdadh an t-or,
Obair innealta, sheolt, lamh ;
’S nam biodh iomairt na’n dorun,
A bheiredh tu beo bho'n bhas,
Cha leigeadh crin Dheorsa
Thu laidhe fo'n fhod cho trath.

Lament for Colonel John Cameron, 92nd Regiment, who fell at

Quatre-Bras, and whose body was brought home to Kilmallie,
in Lochaber, by ¢ Ailean Dall,” or Blind Allan, the Glengarry
bard. This almost literal translation from the Gaelic was
written by Professor Blackie in 1882.

There is many a dear friend and relation
Who will not complain any more of headache,
Who was laid low in France

And driven to death by Bonaparte ;

And, though Wellington was there,

Who scattered the French host from the land,
And one may plainly see our loss,

A loss which caused our people to be few.

Sad news has recently come to us,

That made the men of Lochaber weep sorely ;
And now they are without smile and cheerfulness.
Fitful joy, without glee, without music,

They have lost a friend at court,

And a powerful warrant to back our people.

And many an earl and duke

Had anguish of heart at so great a loss.

A ship was seen in the Narrows

Sailing up with a west wind,

Sailing up to the leafy wood ;

And it was no light freight it brought to me.
It bore the fair body of the hero

On her deck, and his voyage was a sad one,
And it caused wail and lamentation

To the women on both sides of Loch Eil.

On the day of Waterloo

A hero fell whose fame has gone forth into every land ;
A great man of the Cameron Clan,

Who gained for himself honour at the court of the king,
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Woe be to the wight that lifted a spear against thee
When thou didst snort flame from thy nostrils,

With thy right hand wielding the weapon

With which thou would’st enter into the strife ;
Thou would’st protect the king,

Nor would’st thou forget the right.

Sore do thy relations miss thee,

And sad are they that thou didst not live

To tell the story of thy deeds.

That was sad news indeed,

News that made Sir Ewen sit in silent sorrow ;
No wonder that he should grieve,

With the salt tears flowing from his eye.

His good son and heir without blemish,

Who, by the rank he attained to, showed how he merited

Gone to death with a heavy wound,
Placed this night beneath the sod.

On that great day an end was put te the wars,
To the struggle with Continental despotism,
And many a hero of mighty worth

Fell in the strife with France.

The Clan Cameron paid its due,

And they didn’t come home without loss,

And dear was the fine that they paid for peace.

To-day they have brought from France

Thy honoured remains across the sea,

In a coffin of fine wood.

Though that was a welcome sorrowful and cold,

This was an honour that raised you higher

Than millions of gold would have done,

When they brought you home with due homage
And placed you beneath the sod with your ancestors.

’Twas in Kilmallie, that noble shrine,

Where our doughty hero found his rest ;

Here he sleeps in his own native soil

Beneath a monument of beautiful polished stone ;
And if you mark attentively

The inscription on that flagstone,

It stands plainly written there, that the great captain
Found honour from the justice of the king.

As long as the sun shall travel

Through the sky from the horizon to the zenith,
Until by fervent heat of mid-day

The mountains are warmed to their base,
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So long shall the fame of thy deeds last

Till the mountains and the shore shall be no more,
The witness of thy prowess shall stand,

And thy memory endure for ever.

It was in London, where the bells ring,

That they made a work to be admired in honour of thee,
A work in which much gold was spent,

The work of an ingenious and skilful hand ;

And, in troth, if the craft of any human hand

Could have brought you alive from death,

King George, with the crown on his head,

Would not have allowed you to die so early.

IX.

Fragment of the list of men who had joined with him, dated at
Alexandria in 1801, and found in Colonel Cameron’s pocket-book
when he died, with notes opposite the names as to their career.
Three of the number had got commissions and a fourth was offered
one, but declined :—

Serg.
”
Corp.

Pte.

»

A. Cameron, Achnacarry. Pte. Alexr. Cameron, Moy.

E. Cameron, Achnasaul. s» Donald Campbell, Barra.

D. Cameron, Barr. ,» Ewen Kenedy, Moy.

P. Ferguson, Kinlocharkaig. ,» Ewen Kenedy, Fassiefern.

A. Cameron, Clunes. »» Alexr. Kenedy, Clunes.

A. Cameron, Glendessarie. ,» Ewen M‘Millan, Kinlocharkaig.
N. Cameron, Invermallie. ,» Ewen M‘Millan, Glendessarie.
D. M‘Eachern, Fort-William. »» Angus Henderson, Annat.
Charles Cameron, Connich. ,» Allan M‘Master, Glenmaillie.
John Cameron, Connich. ,» John M‘Phee, Glendessarie.
John Cameron, Murshirlach. »» Duncan M‘Kenzie, Ballachulish.
Ewen Cameron, Glensulich. ,» Donald Rankin, Fort-William.

The remainder of the list is lost.
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X.

INscrIPTION ON CoLONEL CaAMERON’s TomMB AT KiLMALLI
BY Sik WALTER ScortT.

Sacred to the memory
of
, CoLONEL JoHN CAMERON,
Eldest son of Sir Ewen Cameron of Fassiefern, Baronet ;
Whose mortal remains,

Transported from the field of glory where he died,
Rest here with those of his Forefathers.
During Twenty years of active Military Service,
With a spirit which knew no fear, and shunned no danger,
He accompanied or led,

In Marches, in Sieges, in Battles,

The gallant 92nd Regiment of Scottish Highlanders,
Always to honour, almost always to Victory ;
And at length,

In the Forty-second year of his age,

Upon the memorable 16th day of June, a.p. 1815,
Was slain in the command of that corps,
While actively contributing to achieve the decisive
Victory of
WaATERLOO,

Which gave peace to Europe :

Thus closing his Military career
With the long and eventful struggle in which
His services had been so often distinguished.
He died lamented
By that unrivalled General
To whose long train of Success and Victory
He had so often contributed ;

By his country,

From which he had repeatedly received marks
Of the highest consideration ;

And
By his Sovereign,

Who graced his surviving family
With those marks of honour
Which could not follow to this place
Him whose merit
They were designed to commemorate.
Reader,

Call not his fate untimely,

Who thus, honoured and lamented,

Closed a Life of Fame, by a Death of Glory.
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XT.

Grant, in his “Romance of War,” gives, incidentally, a fair
estimate of Colonel Cameron’s character ; but in his ‘¢ Cavaliers of
Fortune,” he attributes to him unrelenting and even spiteful acts,
which his chivalrous disposition and kindness of heart, as shown in
his correspondence, prove to have been foreign to his nature. For
instance, Grant states that, having in early life had a quarrel with
Lord Huntly he never forgot it, but carried it into his intercourse
with the Duchess of Richmond, Huntly’s sister, a statement which
is sufficiently disproved by the letters of both, and by Cameron
accepting her Grace’s hospitality at Brussels. A story has also
been circulated in Lochaber of a severe corporal punishment,
ordered by him in a moment of passion on a soldier from that
district ; whereas (though the captain of a ship could, in former
days, order a man to be flogged), no officer, of whatever rank, had
such power in the army. The colonel could order a soldier, for
certain crimes, to be tried by Court-martial; and the Court, if the
prisoner was found guilty, could condemn him to corporal punish-
ment according to the law as it then existed, but the colonel could
not.

XII.

The War Oftice has not any record of the nationality of the
three kilted regiments in the early part of 1815, ¢.e., before Waterloo,
but the Return dated 22nd October 1815 gives :—

42ND REGIMENT—
English, Scotch. Irish. Foreigners.

Sergeants . 0 35 2 0
Corporals . 0 26 2 0
Drummers . 0 13 2 0
Privates . 16 370 34 0
16 444 40 0—Total, 500
English and Irish . . . b6

Scotch . . . 444 =88'8 per cent.
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79tH REGIMENT, 18T BATTALION—

Sergeants
Corporals
Drummers
Privates

92ND REGIMENT—

Sergeants .
Corporals
Drummers
Privates

English. S8cotch. Irish., Foreigners.

7 46 0 0
6 42 3 0
3 b 2 1
67 552 54 1
83 645 59 2—Total, 789
English, Irish, and Foreign . 144
Scotch 645=81
English. Scotch. Irish. Foreigners.
0 42 0 0
0 34 2 0
1 12 3 0
17 394 46 0
18 482 51 0—Total, 551
English and Irish . 69

Scotch . . .

482=87



INDE X,

—

ERRATA.

Page 52, line 2, note, for Pryor read Pryse.

,» 88, line 35, for Steuart read Stewart.

» 110, line 17, 18, and note, for Sydney read Sidney.

» 170, line 4, for Potalegre read Portalegre.

» 206, line 7, note, for Jerrot read Terrot.

» 218, line 11, for commissioned read commanding.

» 332, line 13, for Sir J. Graham read Sir T. Graham.
Map of Portugal, Spain, and the south of France, “ Toulouse ”

printed in black should be in red.

Beckwith, Captain, 3.

—— 8., letter from, 129.

Belle-Isle, siege of, 92.

Benevente, 178, 179.

Beresford, Marshal, 261, 380, 407.

BL;;;ier, Captain, 60th Rifles, 269,
31

, 284, 312.
Blucher, Marshal, 422, 423, 425, 426,
438, 444, 455, 457, 466, 470.
Bonaparte, Joseph, 165, 300, 333,
336.

—— Napoleon, 58, 112, 133; Em-
feror, 136, 142, 150, 159 (note),
65, 168 (note), 175, 181, 192, 2086,
227, 421, 423, 430, 439 and note,
442, 445, 454, 456, 468.

Battalion, 23, 208, 215, 229 (note),
240 ; letter from Fuentes d’Onor,
257, 259 ; letter to General Hope,
270, 271 ; 272, 281 (note), 299, 301 ;
¢ Aguardente,” 304; letters to
General Hope, 307-309, 316; 320,
338 ; at Vittoria, 340, 342 ; medal
conferred, 347; brigadier, 353; at
Maya, 354, 355, 357, 363, 385; at
St Pierre, 391 ; Sir Wm. Stewart’s
report on, 393 ; his horse killed,
393, 398; 402, 403 ; address to, 404 ;
his services, 410; with 2nd Battal-
ion, 414-416 ; at Brussels, 424 ; at
Quatre - Bras, 426, 427 ; mortally
wounded, 431 ; his death, 434, and
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79tH REGIMENT, 18T BATTALION—
English. S8cotch. Irish. Foreigners.

Sergeants 7 46 0 0
Corporals 6 42 3 0
Drummers 3 5 2 1
Privates 67 552 54 1

83 645 59 2—Total, 789
English, Irish, and Foreign . 144
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Stewart, Peter, pensioner, 483.
—— Private Norman, 71, 301,
killed at Maya, 365 ; 482.
Strachan, Admiral Sir Richard, 207,

211.

TromsoN, Thomas, sergeant-major,
promoted adjutant, 40.
%he. Lady Louisa, 424 (note).

Toledo, 304.

Torres Vedm, lines of, 228-230, 234,
237, 242.

Toulouse, battle of, 106, 407.

Vicror, Marshal, 227.

Vittoria, battle of, 335 et seq.

Vivian, Captain, account of naval
engagement, 38 ; 186 (note).

WALCHEREYN, expedition to, 209.

Walton, John, 178.

Waterloo, battle of, 442 et seq.

Waters, Colonel, his escape, 251.

Wellington, Duke of, 151 and note,
155, 157, 158, 160, 166; com-
mands army of Peninsula, 226,
235; encourages hunting, 237,

241, 256 and note, 263; distress '

for money, 293; addresses letter

310; l

525

to the army, 319; reviews Hill's
troops, 329; proclamation on enter-
ing France, 382; dispatch on
action of St Pierre, 392; person-
ally thanks the reglment 395 ;
at Garris, 397, 398; with the
92nd, 400, 402; at 'l‘oulouse, 406
and note; his generalship, 409 ;
inspects 92nd, 422; at Brussels,
424, 425; at Quatre-Bras, 426 ¢t
seq. ; his dispatch, 437; warms
himself at 92nd’s fire, 438 “No
orders,” 454, 455 (note), 456 his
account of W&terloo, 464 (note);
meets 92nd, 465; Convention of
Paris, 466; his opinion of the
army, 477, 478

Whitelock, Lieut.-General, abandons
Monte Vldeo, 163.

Wilson, Major, 108, 116, 117.

Wiuchester, Lieut., 92nd, 430, 433,

457.
Wolfe, life of General, 2.
Woodford, Lieut.-Colonel, 10.
Wyndham, Colonel, 451.

York, H.R.H. the Duke of, 58, 64,
65, 69, 77, 88, 120, 123, 130, 141,
146, 149, 200-202, 277, 321.





