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NAVAL HISTORY,
&e.

BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS.

A rererexce to the abstract of the british navy, 1s00.
drawn up for the commencement of the year 1800, ‘~~
will show a slight decrease in the number of line-of-
battle ships.®* This partly arises from the removal,
by the pair of ¢ Converted” columns, of four 64-gun
ships to an under-line class. A similar cause ex-
plains the decrease in the total of ¢ Cruisers;” from
which, 26 of the 27 converted ships have been
withdrawn, in order, as may be inferred from the de-
nomination of the classes, to serve for the conveyance
of troops in the several expeditions of the preceding
and present years. On the other hand, notwith-
standing that decrease, the total of commissioned
cruisers remains the same as in the last abstract,
and the grand total of the navy shows an increase
of 35 vessels.

This is the first year since the war commenced, in
which the ¢ Launched” and ¢ Purchased” columns
appear vacant of line-of-battle ships; and the whole
six acquired by the ¢ Captured” column, were of
little comparative value. ‘i‘he few ships and vessels
in the “ Ordered” column, are accounted for by the
augmented numbers in the successive annual prize-
columns, as well as by the number of fine ships which
bad been ordered and launched in the preceding
years of the war, particularly in 1796, 7, and 8. .

* See Appendix, Annual Abstract No. 8,
VOL. IIl. B
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1800. The numerical amount of vessels, added to the
“~~navy of England by captures made from the re-
spective navies of the powers at war with her, is
greater ‘in this than in any preceding year ;* but
some of the other years, the last especially, show,
by the “ Tons,” that those years greatly exceeded
the present in the real quantum of strength acquired.
The wrecked cases still continue to comprise nearly
the whole annual loss sustained by the british navy:
the three captured vessels, indeed, did not exceed
a small sloop of war in their united tonnage.t
The year 1797, as we formerly stated, gave the
32-pounder carronade, for a quarterdeck and fore-
castle gun, to line-of-battle ships in general ;1 and,
to complete the triumph of general Melville’s piece
of ordnance, the year 1799 saw the carronade esta-
blished, in a similar manner, throughout the differ-
ent classes of frigates. On the 31st of May in that
year, urged by the captains of most of the frigates
that were fitting, the navy-board obtained an admi-
ralty-order to arm them all, 17 in number, with
carronades,§ chiefly 32-pounders, on the quarterdeck

* See Appendix, Nos. 1, 2, 8, and 4.

1 See Appendix, No. 5.

1 See vol. ii. p. 154.

§ The number of carronades, which the ordnance-board was
directed immediately to supply, were one hundred and sixty-six
32-pounders and forty-two 24-pounders. The frigates for which
the former were ordered, were as follows :

n-frig.
8':0 8(Y) Lavinia . . building, 16, with 4 nines, making 50 guns.
.. Active .. fitting,
s8q Poadicea » }14 ditto 46
.. Hussar .. ,,
(B)Jason .. ,,
,» Immortalité ,,
36< (C) Aigle.... building, 14 ditto 44
» Apollo ..

(D) Décade. . fitting,
This makes but 142 out of one hundred and sixty-six 32-pounders:
the remaining 24 had been ordered for two prize frigates (12
each) which were afterwards found, on survey, not worth fitting
out.
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and forecastle, except in the pair of ports on each of 1800
those decks which opened against, or in the wake of,
the rigging. Towards the end of the year, namely,
on the 12th of December, the order for carronades
was extended to frigates in general, and made to
include all the ports on the quarterdeck and fore«
castle, except the two foremast ones. The reasod
of the exception is clear: long guns, at any eleva- -
tion to be given them through port-holes, carryin
farther than carronades, two of them would be usefls
as bow, or, if shifted, as stern chasers. :

The order in question, and one we have to notice
in the ensuing year, completed the demolition of the
rating system, or that system of classification founded
upon the number of long guns only mounted by -
the respective ships.®* As the 74, by the subtraction
of 12 of her 18 long nines, to make room for the
same number of carronades, had, in strictness, been
reduced to a 62-gun ship; so the 38, 36, and 32 gun
frigates were now, according to the same rigid rule,
reduced to frigates of 30 and 28 guns, being two
guns more than they each mounted upon their main
decks: whereas the total number of guns, established
upon the three latter classes respectively, were, -
at the least, 46, 44, and 40. It was this that threw
such confusion into the Steel’s lists of those days;
some of the frigates having their carronades enume-
rated, others not, as information happened to reach
the publisher.

The number of commissioned officers and masters,
belonging to the british navy at the commencement.
of the year 1800, was,

Admirals . . . . . . . 38 .
Vice-admirals . . . . . . 41
Rear-admirals 47

515

» superannuated 31
Post-captains . . . . . .
» superannuated 19
Commanders, or sloop-captains 394
* See V(g. i. p. 54.
B
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resembling that of England as nearly as national 1800.
customs and prejudices would admit. One of the
state-papers, published on this occasion, represented
the french navy to consist of 48 sail of the line at
sea and in the different ports of France, and 13
building, of which eight were nearly ready for launch-
ing ; also 50 frigates, besides 12 building, of which
10 were nearly ready for launching, and 42 ship
and brig corvettes. The gun-brigs and smaller
vessels, down to 177 flat-bottomed boats, constructed
for the descent on England, were stated to amount
to 243, making a grand total of 398 ships and ves-
sels. A very large proportion of this total, consisting
of non-cruising and insignificant vessels, may fairly
enough be compared with the largest total, 757, in
the abstract of the british navy for the commence-
ment of the present year.

Among the first diplomatic acts of Buonaparte at
his assumption of the chief-consulship was a letter,
dated the 25th of December, 1799, addressed to the
king of England, containing proposals for a general
peace.* To this letter lord Grenville replied, stating
the terms to be inadmissible; and the negotiation
was broken off. It was considered to be merely a
plan of the subtle chief to induce England to grant
an armistice by sea, of which immediate advan-
tage was to be taken, in the transit of troops and
the entry of convoys with provisions and naval
stores.

At the commencement of the present year the
british Channel fleet, composed of 28 sail of the
line, under admiral sir Alan Gardner in the Royal-
Sovereign, cruised off the port of Brest, blockading
the combined french and spanish fleet, composed, as
already mentioned, of 45 sail of the line.

On the 9th of March the 64-gun ship Repulse, march.
captain James Alms, having been detached by sir
Algn Gardner to cruise off the Penmarcks, for the

* For a copy of the original letter, see Appendix, No. 7.
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bad gone home with seven ships to refit, a fleet of 1800.
38 sail of the line. On the 24th of April, however, m
lord Bridport resigned the command of the Channel
fleet then in port, and admiral sir Alan Gardner
sailed with it on a cruise. Two days afterwards
admiral earl St.-Vincent hoisted his flag on board
the 90-gun ship Namur at Spithead, as the com-
mander in chief of the Channel fleet, and soon after-
wards joined it off Brest. :

On the Ist of June earl St.-Vincent detached jupe.
captain sir Edward Pellew, with the Impétueux and
six other 74s, also five frigates, one sloop, and five
troop-ships, having on board about 5000 troops
including 200 artillery, commanded by major-general
Maitlmﬁ; for the purpose once more of rendering .
assistance to the Chouans and other royalists in
Quiberon bay and the Morbihan. On the 2d the
squadron anchored in the bay ; and on the 4th the
32.gun frigate Thames, captain William Lukin,
16-gun ship-sloop Cynthia, captain Micajah Malbon,
and some small-craft, attacked the south-west end of
Quiberon, and silenced the forts, which were after-
wards destroyed by a party of troops landed under
major Ramsay. geveral vessels are represented
to have been brought off, and some scuttled, with
the loss of only two men killed and one wounded on
board the Cynthia.

On the 6th, before daybreak, about 300 men of
the Queen’s regiment landed in the Morbihan,
covered and sustained by a division of small-craft
and gun-launches under lieutenant John Pilfold,
first of the Impétueux. This united force brought -
off two brigs, two sloops, two gun-vessels, and about
100 prisoners. The french 16-gun brig Insolente
and several smaller vessels were burnt, the guns of
the fort destroyed, and the magazine blown up ; all
with the loss of only one seaman killed in the boats,
and some slight hurts. A descent upon Belle-Isle
was intended to be the next operation ; but, intel-
ligence being received that the force on the island
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island of Capraia, distant about 36 miles from Leg- 1800.
horn, and then in the possession of the French ; and yre.
which island there was some intention of attacking.
On the succeeding morning, the 17th, when only
three or four leagues from Leghorn on her way to
Capraia, the Queen-Charlotte was discovered to be
on fire. Every assistance was immediately for-
warded from the shore; but a great many boats
were deterred from approaching the ship, in con-
sequence of the firing of the guns, which were
shotted, and which, when heate§ by the fire, dis-
charged their contents in all directions.

Among the survivors on this melancholy occasion,
was the carpenter, Mr. John Baird. His account
is as follows: ¢« At about 20 minutes after six
o’clock in the morning, as I was dressing myself, I
heard throughout the ship a general cry of fire!
I immediately ran up the fore-ladder to get upon
deck, and found the whole half-deck, the front bulk-
head of the admiral’s cabin, the coat of the main-
mast, and the boats’ covering on the booms, all in
flames ; which, from every report and probability, I
apprehend was occasioned by some hay, that wag
lying under the half-deck, having been set on fire
by a match in a tub, which was usually kept there
for signal guns. The mainsail at this time was set,
and almost instantly caught fire, the people no* Hcing
able, on account of the flames, to come to the clue-
garnets.

1 immediately went to the forecastle, and found
lieutenant (the honourable George Heneage Law-
rence) Dundas and the boatswain encourafing the
people to get water to extinguish the fire. Iapplied
to Mr. Dundas, seeing no other officer in the fore-
part of the ship, (and being unable to see any on the
quarterdeck from the flames and smoke between
them,) to give me assistance to drown the lower
decks, and secure the hatches, to prevent the fire
from falling down. Lieutenant Dundas accordingly
went down himself, with as many people as he could
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156 ; making 167 as the whole number saved. Now 1800:
for the contrary side. The perished appear to have o,
been, one captain, three lieutenants, one captain
of marines, one master, one purser, one surgeon,
one boatswain, four master’s mates, 18 midshipmen,
one secretary’s clerk, one schoolmaster, one cap-
tain’s clerk, three surgeon’s mates, and about 636
seamen, boys, and marines; making the total loss
amount to 673 souls.

A sad calamity indeed ; lamentable to humanity
for the loss of so many individuals, and, considering
the origin of the accident, and the time of day in
which it happened, not very creditable to the dis-
cipline of the ship. The Queen-Charlotte, and her
sister-vessel the Royal-George, were, next to the
Ville-de-Paris, the largest british-built ships at this
time afloat. It was, then, no trifling loss which the
british navy sustained, when the Queen-Charlotte,
with all her guns, stores, and provisions, and up-
wards of three fourths of her numerous ship’s com-
pany, perished in the flames. :

The above, with a slight verbal alteration, is
precisely as the account stands in the first edition of
this work; and yet the following paragraph has
since appeared in the work of a contemporary:
“ We should have hoped, that the bravery, perse-
verance, and self-devotion of captain Todd, who, to
the last moment gave orders to save the lives of his
men, regardless of his own, would have secured his
memory from the imputations cast onit by a contem-
porary historian, who observes, that ¢ the accident
was not very creditable to the discipline of the
ship.>»* What  imputations” are here cast upon
the memory of captain ’i‘odd? Who was the first, our
contemporary or ourselves, to record the ¢ self-
devotion” of that officer ? Was the accident, which
is admitted to have originated in the manner we
have stated, creditable to the discipline of the ship ?

* Bpenton, vol, iii. p. 12.
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By lord Keith’s orders, the sea-blockade of Savona 1800.
had been more especially committed to the care of :;;i’
captain Downman; and the boats of his little squa-
dron with a highly commendable perseverance,rowed
guard off the harbour’s mouth during 41 nights;
until, in fact, the garrison, on the 15th of May, sur-
rendered by famine to the allies.

The blockade of the port of Genoa was under-
taken by lord Keith himself; who, after the accident
to the éueen-Charlotte,- shifted his flag, first to the
74-gun ship Audacious, captain Davidge Gould,
and subsequently to the Minotaur 74, captain Tho-
mas Louis. The principal part of the vice-admiral’s
force conmsisted of frigates, sloops, and neapolitan
gun and mortar boats. These had on several occa-
sions successfully cooperated with the austrian
army in attacks upon the outworks of Genoa. The
services of the 38-gun frigate Phaéton, captain
James Nicholl Morris, had been particularly noticed
by the austrian general, baron d’Ott, who had suc-
ceeded general Mélas in the command ; and who, in
the early part of May, had pushed his advance to
the village of Coronata, and compelled general
Masséna to retire within the walls of Genoa.

Within the first two or three weeks of May the may.
town had been bombarded three times by the gun
and mortar vessels and armed boats of the ships,
under the direction of captain Philip Beaver, late
of the 28-gun frigate Aurora. Being much annoyed
by these attacks, the French determined to board
the bombarding force by a flotilla of their own,
consisting of one large galley, rowing 52 oars,
and mounting two extremely long brass 36-pounders
besides smaller pieces, an armed cutter, three armed
settees, and several gun-boats. On the 20th, in
the afternoon, this flotilla, standing along outside of
the new or south-western mole-head, exchanged
several shot with some of the british ships in passing;
particularly with the Audacious, who was ouce or

twice hulled by the long 36-pounders of the galley.
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avail. The first entrance was made amidships on 1800.
the starhoard side, in the most gallant manner, by a ‘M.
hoat of the Haerlem, under the command of mid-
shipman John Caldwell ; who was promptly supported
by some of the other boats. In the mean time the
boats’ crews. of the Minotaur's cutter, commanded
hy captain Beaver, and of the Vestal’s launch, by lieu-
tenant William Gibsan, supported by the remaining
hoats, had clambered up tﬁe imnges on the quarter,
to carey the paap, where a considerable number of
french soldiers had assembled. After a desperate
atruggle, the British succeeded in their abject; and,
as they gained footing on one side, the greater part
of their oppanents fled overbaard an the other.
Almost immediately afterwards the night burgee, or
commadore’s hroad pendant, the anly colours flying
an board the galley, was hauled down by lieutenant
GGibsan, first of the %/esta,l, and all further resistance
ceased.

The bpats were immediately ordered ahead to
tow ; and the slaves, in seeming cheerfulness, man-
ned the aweeps, crying out, in broken english, ¢ Bless
the king of Gibraltar.” After some delay, the gal-
ley was cleared from the chains by which she i:d
been mogred to the mole, and began moving towards
the entrance of the harbour under a tremendous fire
of shot, shells, and musketry ; the latter from a nu-
merous bady of troops drawn up on the mole-head ;
vound which the galley passed within 10 yards, with
no greater loss or damage than five british seamen
wounded, one shot through the head of the main-
mast, and same cut rigging. Of the galley's people,
one was killed, and lg wounded, by the British when
they boarded : a few others, in all probability, were
drawned ; and many succeeded in gaining the shore.
Accarding to the french accounts, the captain, Ba-
vastro, was among the latter, and had leaped into
the water on seeing that 50 ligurian grenadiers, sta-
tioned on bpard his vessel, had treacheroysly fired
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delirium of joy; heaping blessings upon those who 1800.
had restored them to liberty, and evincing so dif-m
ferent a feeling towards their former masters in the
galley, that the latter, for their personal safety, were
transferred to the boats towing astern.

'The half-frantic wretches little dreamt of the fate
for which lord Keith had reserved them. To that
we shall come presently. We must first express
our regret that captain Beaver, who, throughout this
dashing enterprise, appears to have conducted him-
self in the most gallant manner, was not allowed to
write the official letter ; as, doubtless, he would have
named the officers who served under him. Not one
officer, besides captain Beaver, is mentioned in lord
Keith’s letter; and it has been with no inconsiderable
difficulty that we have been enabled to give the names
of two of the number.

Shortly after daylight on the 21st the galley was
brought to an anchor under the stern of the Mino-
taur, and a more beautiful vessel of the kind had
never been seen. Her extreme length was 159 feet
and her breadth 23 feet six inches. In her hold
were 30 large brass swivels, intended to have been
mounted upon her forecastle and poop. Not being:
a vessel adapted for the british navy, the Prima was
sold to the Sardinians for, we believe, the compara-
tively small sum of 15000 dollars.

The garrison of Genoa, as was well known to the
british admiral cruising off the port, was in a state
bordering on famine. Had there been a doubt on
the subject, the lank and miserable appearance of
the galley’s crew must have instantly removed it.
Perhaps it is conformable to the laws of war, how-
ever repugnant to those of humanity, to press an
evil of tEis sort upon an enemy. At all events lord
Keith, with that object in view, restored to general
Masséna the few french or ligurian soldiers and
seamen which, out of the small number taken, had
survived the sudden chaunge from starvation to
plenty. His lordship did more: he actually sent

VOL. 1L c
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afresh the cisalpine republic. The austrian general 1800.
Mélas, as soon as this news reached him, abandoned S
the whole of Piedmont, and concentrated his forces

at Alexandria. On the 7th of June Buonaparte,
still unacquainted with the surrender of Genoa,
quitted Milan to attack the Austrians. On the 9th
and 10th he defeated general d’Ott, who had eva-
cuated Genoa after three days’ possession, at Cas-
teggio and Montebello. On the 14th was fought the
famous battle of Marengo; in which Buonaparte
defeated general Mélas, with a loss to the latter

of 4500 left dead on the field of battle, nearly 8000
wounded, from 6000 to 7000 prisoners, 12 stands of
colours, and 30 pieces of cannon, and with a loss to
himself of only 2000 killed, 3600 wounded, and 700
prisoners.

On the 15th, at Alexandria, a convention for a
suspension of arms was signed between the two com-
manders in chief; by the terms of which France
was to be pat in possession of the 12 following fort-
resses : Tortona, Alexandria, Milan, Turin, Piz-
zighittone, Arona, Placenza, Cori, Seva, Savona,
Genoa, and Fort Urbin. Repossession of the city of Repos-
Genoa was taken on the 22d of June by general 5 ge-
Sachet, and on the 24th general Masséna himself noa
returned to it. This reoccupation was so sudden
and unexpected, that the Minotaur found some
difficulty in warping herself out of the mole in time.

‘W e must now leave, for a while, the shores of north-
ern Italy, to attend to operations in another quarter
of the Mediterranean. ,

At the close of the year 1798 we left the french Block-
general Vaubois, with about 3000 soldiers and sea- Mo
men, shul up in the fortress of Valetta, menaced
on the land side by a powerful force of Maltese,
Neapolitans, and British, and blockaded at the mouth
of the harbour by a squadron of british and portu-
guese ships. In the latter end of January, 1799,
the garrison, already begiéming to be straitened for

c
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gun-ship
Audacious ...... captain Davidge Gould.
74< Northumberland . » George Martin.
Alexander ...... lieutenant William Harrington, acting.
.64 Lion .......... captain Manley Dixon.

Sirena, neapolitan frigate, and two or three sloops.

1800.

et

Feh,

On the 15th lord Keith received intelligence from Capture
captain Shuldam Peard of the 32-gun frigate Suc- &y
cess, cruising off the south-west end of Sicily, that reus.

a small french squadron was approaching the island,
with the view of attempting to throw in a supply of

troops and provisions. This squadron consisted of.

the 74-gun ship Généreux, bearing the flag of rear-
admiral Perrée, who had been exchanged soon after
his capture in the preceding June, 28-gun frigate
Badine, two corvettes, and several transports, having
on board about 3000 troops, with which they had
sailed from Toulon on the 7th. To intercept and
prevent the disembarkation of this force, lord Keith,
with the Queen-Charlotte, kept as close to the en-
trance of the harbour of Valetta as the batteries
would admit, and directed by signal, the only mode
of communication the weat(ner wounld admit, the
Foudroyant, Audacious, and Northumberland to
chase to-windward or in the south-east, and the Lion
to look out off the passage between Goza and Malta,
The Alexander, at this time, was under way on the
south-east side of the island.

On the 18th, at daylight, the Alexander fell in
with and chased M. Perrée’s squadron, in sight of
lord Nelson’s three ships. At 8 a. m. the Alexander
fired at and brought to the Ville-de-Marseille armed
store-ship. At 1h. 30 m. the Badine and smaller
vessels tacked ; but the Généreux, not being able to
do so without coming to an action with the Alex-
ander, bore up. The Success frigate being at this
time to-leeward, captain Peard, with great judgment
and gallantry, lay athwart the hawse of the french 74,
and raked her with several broadsides. Presently
afterwards, however, the Success became exposed
to a broadside from the Généreux, and by it had one
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structive ravages among the troops, and the only 1800
bouillé served to the sick in the hospitals was made

of horse-flesh.* In this emergency general Vaubois
determined to despatch rear-admiral Decrés, with the
Gauillaume-Tell, to announce to the first consul, that

the place could not hold out longer than the month

of June.

Shortly after the capture of the Généreux lord marcn:
Keith proceeded with the Queen-Charlotte to Leg-
horn; off which port that ship’s fate was sealed in the
distressing manner already detailed. In the early
part of March rear-admiral lord Nelson, being in- Lo
disrosed, (mentally, if not corporeally,) retired to son’
Palermo, and thence, by the way of Leghorn and et
Vienna, to England ; leaving the blockading squa- Eag-
dron off Malta in charge of captain Troubridge of **
the Culloden. During the latter’s temporaryabsence,
the british naval force cruising off the island, at the
latter end of March, eonsisted of the 64-gun ship
Lion, captain Manley Dixon, 80-gun ship Foudroyant,
captain sir Edward Berry, 74-gun ship Alexander,
lieutenant William Harrington still acting for captain
Alexander John Ball, and the 18-pounder 36-gun fri-
gate Penelope, captain Henry Blackwood, accom-

ied by two or three sloops and smaller vessels.

On the 30th, at 11 p. m., the Guillaume-Tell, cap- Chase
tain Saulnier, bearing the flag, as already mentioned, 1sume-
of rear-admiral Denis Decres, taking advantage of a Tell
strong southerly gale and the darkness that had suc-
ceeded the setting of the moon, weighed and put to
sea from the harbour of Valetta. At 11h. 55m. p.m.
the Penelope, whose commander had been ordered
to keep under way between where the Lion lay at
an anchor and the {mrbour’s mouth, discovered the
Guillaume-Tell on her larboard or weather bow,
under a press of sail, steering with the wind on the
starboarg quarter. The Penelope immediately de-
spatched the Minorca brig, captain George Miller,

¥ Victoires et Conquétes, tome xiii, p. 142.
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between the Penelope and the crippled Guillaume- 1800.
Tell, and so near to the latter, that the yard-arms yro
of the two ships barely passed clear, the Lion
ranged up on the larboard side of her opponent, and
poured in a destructive broadside of three round- Lion
shot to a gun. The Lion then luffed up across the gy
bows of the Guillaume-Tell, the latter’s jib-boom lsume-
assing between the former’s main and mizen shrouds. **
n a few minutes, to the advantage of the Lion,
whose object, with so comparatively small a comple-
ment, was neither to board nor be boarded, the
french 80’s jib-boom was carried away ; and the 64
gained a capital position athwart the Guillaume-
Tell’s bows. Here, aided occasionally by the Pene-
lope, the Lion kept up a steady cannonade, until
about 5h. 30 m. A. m.; by which time the Guillaume-
Tell’s heavy shot had so damaged the Lion, that the
latter became unmanageable and dropped astern,
still firing, however, as did also the frigate, whenever
an opportunity offered.

At 6 a.m. the Foudroyant, who since midnight Fou-
had slipped and made sail from her anchorage about g™
three miles north-east of Valetta lighthouse, arrived Guil-
up with a crowd of sail, and, passing in that state ran
cﬁ)se to the french ship’s starboard side, so close
that the Foudroyant’s spare anchor just passed clear
of the Guillaume-Tell’'s mizen chains, sir Edward
Berry called upon the latter to strike, following up
his demand with a treble-shotted broadside. To this
the Guillaume-Tell replied in a similar manner, and
with such effect as to cut away a great deal of the
Foudroyant’s rigging. Having incautiously arrived
up with so much sail set, the Foudroyant necessarily
" shot ahead, and could not, for several minutes, regain
her position alongside of her opponent. That object
being at length effected, the firing recommenced; and
the éuillaume-Tell’s second broadside brought down
the fore topmast, maintopsail yard, jib-boom, and
spritsail yard of the Foudroyant. Having also had
her foresail, mainsail, and staysails cut in tatters,
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and marines, exclusive of the five that suffered by 1800.
the fall of the mizenmast, wounded. The Lion, out m
of a crew on board of only about 300 men and boys,
bad one midshipman (Hugh Roberts) and seven
seamen and marines killed, and one midshipman
(Alexander Hood) and 37 seamen and marines
wounded. The Penelope’s loss, of one killed and
three, including one mortally wounded, has al.
ready appeared; making a tota{ of 17 killed and 101
wounded. The only french account, which has been
ublished on the subject, represents the loss of the
Euillaume-Tell at upwards of 200, in killed and
wounded together. This was out of a complement,
as deposed by her officers, of 919 men, being 81 less
than the number stated in captain Dixon’s letter.

A more heroic defence than that of the Guillaume-
Tell is not to be found among the records of naval
actions, Its only compeer, in modern times at least,.
was fought in the same seas, and within less than a
degree of the same latitude., If the British bave
their Leander and Généreux, the French have their
Guillaume-Tell and a british squadron; and the
defeat, in either case, was more honourable than
half the single-ship victories which have been so
loudly celebrated. :

Nor, when the Guillaume-Tell’s case is mentioned,
must the conduct of the Penelope frigate be for-
gotten. Without captain Blackwood’s promptitude,
gallantry, and perseverance ; without those repeated
raking fires, of the effects of which admiral Decrés
so justly complained, the Guillaume-Tell would
most probably have escaped. The decided infe-
riority of a 64-gun ship, especially with two thirds
only of her crew on board, rendered the bold ap-
proach of the Lion creditable to Captain Dixon, his
officers and men.

It was the Foudroyant’s arrival that so turned the
scale. This ship expended in the action, accordi
to a return which has been published, the following
quantity of powder and shot : )
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mon pays et de conserver mon honneur, pour écouter &0‘;
vos propositions.” .

By the beginning of August all the beasts of bur-
then had been consumed, and dogs, cats, fowls, and
rabbits, for want of nourishment, had also disap-
peared. Firewood began likewise to fail ; but this
was remedied by breaking up the Boudeuse frigate.
The cisterns were dried up, and the troops were
dying from 100 to 130 a day. Being now convinced
that he must soon capitulate, general Vaubois wished
to save to the republic the two fine 40-gun frigates,
Diane and Justice. :

Accordingly, favoured by a dark night and a fair Chae
wind, the two french frigates, on the evening of the Diase
24th, put to sea from Valetta harbour. They were, 52,
however, seen and immediately pursued by the 12-
pounder 32-gun frigate Success, captain Shuldham
Peard, and the Généreux and Northumberland 74s,
captains Manley Dixon and George Martin; which
last-named officer had, since May, succeeded captain
Troubridge in the chief command. After a short run-
ning fight with the Success, the Diane, with only 114 Capture-
of her crew on board, hauled down her colours; but .
the Justice, under cover of the darkness, effected her
escape, and subsequently arrived at Toulon. The
Diane was a fine frigate of 1142 tons, and was after-
wards added to the british navy under the name of
Niobe, there being a Diana already in the service.

On the 3d of September general Vaubois held a Sept.
council of war; at which the french officers gave as
decided a proof of their present wisdom, in unani-
mously concurring to treat for a surrender, as of
their past folly, in having unanimously sworn that
they never would do so. Accordingly, on the 4th,

a flag of truce was sent to major-general Pigot com-
manding the allied forces on shore ; and on the 5th
the major-general and captain Martin, on the part
of the British, and general Vaubois and rear-admiral
Villeneuve, on the part of the French, settled the
terms of capitulation. These, alike honourable to

Aug..
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of which were, that the french army should evacuate 1800.
Egypt, embarking at Alexandria, Rosetta, and S~
Aboukir ; that there should be an armistice of three
months, or longer if necessary ; that all subjects of
the Sublime Porte prisoners among the French
should be set at liberty; and that the vessels con-
taining the french army should have proper pass-
ports to go to France, and not be molested by any
of the belligerents.

The moment this convention was signed, sir Sidney
Smith sent a copy of it to his government by the
hands of major Douglas of the Tigre’s marines ; and
on the 256th of March, 1800, the convention was
announced in the London Gazette as one by which
it had been agreed * that the french troops now in
flfypt should evacuate the country, and should he

owed to return to France.”” This notice of the
El-Arich treaty by the official organ of the british
government implied an approval of the measure;
but, long before its appearance in the Gazette, the
convention had been disowned and denounced by a

rty, without whose entire concurrence it could not
ﬁ carried into effect.

Having employed all the month of February in
making arrangements for removing his army ac-
cording to the terms of the treaty, general Kléber
might well be surprised when, in the early part of
March, he was informed by the captain of the The-
seus 74, then cruising off Alexandria, that, by sir
Sidney Smith’s orders, he could allow no other
vessel * to depart from the ports of Egypt. Soon
afterwards came a letter from sir Sidne;\ himself,
dated at the Isle of Cyprus on the 20th of February,
informing the french general, that the commander in
chief of the british fleet in the Mediterranean had
received orders which opposed the immediate exe-
cution of the treaty of El-Arich. Almost immedi-
ately upon this communication followed a letter from

# Generals Desaix, Davoust, and a few other officers of dis-
tiaction had already sailed for France.
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ratify a treaty which he (it has never been contended 1800.
unauthoritatively) planned and matured. His letter sy
to M. Poussielgue, of date March 8, forcibly depic-
tures the bitterness of his feelings on the subject.

In all the versions of this affair to which we have
had access, it is stated that lord Keith, in refusin,
to ratify the treaty, was merely complying with the
instructions he had received from his government.
Indeed, his own words to general Kléber are: «1I
inform you that I have received positive orders
from his majesty to consent to no capitulation
with the french army under your command in Egypt
and Syria, unless &c.” But what says lord Keith,
in a letter dated more than two months afterwards,
and addressed to M. Poussielgue? “1 have given
no orders or authority against the observance of the
convention between the grand vizier and general
Kléber, having received no orders on this head from
the king’s ministers. Accordingly,® I was of opi-
nion that his majesty should not take part in it; but,
since the treaty has been concluded, his majesty
being desirous of showing his respect for his allies,
I have received instructions to allow a passage for
the french troops.”

Upon the whole, therefore, we are disposed to
acquit the british government of the chief blame in
this most discreditable business, and to transfer it to
vice-admiral lord Keith; who, doubtless, had a pre-
cedent to quote in the still more disgraceful breach
of faith'committed by lord Nelson in Naples bay;
and who might naturally feel somewhat personally
affected at being, by sir Sidney Smith’s blightful
interference, thus suddenly cut off from becoming a
principal sharer in that golden harvest which the
great expedition on foot was almost certain to reap.

‘Whatever, or whoever, may have been the cause of

* « Although™ appears to be the proper word, but thus it
stands in a work (Brenton, vol. iii. p. 57) now before us, and the
only authority on the subject to which, at this moment, we have
the means of referring.
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4 BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS.~—MEDITER.

the rupture of the El-Arich treaty, that rupture sti-
mulated the injured party, against every calculation
of force and numbers, to wreak the most signal ven-
geance upon the Turks, who undoubtedly were not
those by whom the breach of faith had been com-
mitted. Unluckily for them, however, they happened
to be in immediate contact with the enraged trench
army ; the grand vizier, with his host of turbans,
baving possessed himself of the different strong
holds, the instant the French had .guitted them on
their way to the coast to embark under the terms of
the treaty. '

The first battle was fought on the 20th of March
at the village of Matarieh, (built upon the ruins of
the ancient Heliopolis,) between the french army
under general Kléber, stated at 10000 men, and the
turkish army under the grand vizier Jussuf, stated at
the enormous amount of from 60000 to 80000 men.
After five days’ fighting in the plains of the pro-
vince of Charquieh, during which the Turks were
driven from village to village, the French gained the
entire victory; and the grand vizier, taking horse
at Salalieh, fled across the desert with scarcely 500
followers, leaving his camp, artillery, and baggage
to the conquerors. Of the loss on the french side
we are not informed, but it was probably of trifling
amount; while the loss of the Turks, including those
left dead on the field or different fields of battle,
massacred by the Arabs, and who perished in the
desert, is represented to have exceeded 50000.

After the suppression of a revolt at Cairo, and the
expulsion of a small british force under lieutenant
colonel Murray, which had been disembarked from
the 50-gun ship Centurion, and some smaller vessels
at Suez, general Kléber, towards the end of the
month of April, found bimself again in tolerably
quiet possession of the principal posts formerly oc-
cupied by the french army in E ypt.

t was not, it aprears, until towards the middle of
June, that general Kléber received any intimation
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of the desire of the british government to renew the 1800.
convention which had heen broken off in the manner ‘735
we have related. Either feeling not disposed to
trust a second time to those who had once deceived
him, or fancying himself too firmly established in
his possession to be easily ousted, the french general
refused to negotiate; and instantly began strength-
ening the principal defences along the coast, and
making the best arrangements in his power to repel
the attack which, he considered it likely, would soon
be made by the British. '

An event, however, soon occurred, which the
french egyptian army had good reason to deplore.
On the 14th of June, as general Kléber, accompa-
nied by the architect Protain, was walking along a
terrace belonging to his palace at Cairo, a stranger,
indifferently habited in the oriental costume, rushed
out of an adjoining gallery and stabbed ‘the general
with a poignard. Mortally wounded, general Kléber
had onYy time to support Kimself against the wall of
the terrace, and call out to a domestic whom he saw
approaching, “ A moi, guide, je suis assassiné !”
M. Protain, in the mean while, having no arms but a
small stick, was endeavouring to hold the murderer
till some one arrived to secure him; but the latter,
stabbing M. Protain badly, but not mortally, in six
Klaces, disengaged himself, and, having replunged

is Jagger into the heart of his first victim, fled into
the gardens of the palace. On seeing the com-
mander in chief fall, the guide, instead of running
towards him, hastened to the house of general Dumas,
where a large party of general officers was then
assembled.

After a long search, a suspected individual was
taken, named Soleyman-el-Halebi, a native of Syria,
aged 24 years, and by profession a clerk or writer.
‘When accused of the crime, he stoutly denied it;
but the bastinado, applied to the soles of the poor
wretch’s feet, produced a confession. Let us hasten
to relate the horrid business that followed. The

D2
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of troops, commanded by lieutenant-general sir James 1800.
Pulteney ; and which troops, in conjunction with the e
ships of war, were to attack the defences that pro-"
tected the following spanish squadron, lying ready

for sea in the harbour of Ferrol:

gun-ship gun-ship
112 Real-Carlos, 80 Argonauta,
San-Hermenegildo, 74 San-Antonio,

96 San-Fernando, San-Augustin.

On the same evening, after a fort of eight 24-
pounders had been silenced by the fire of the Impé-
tueux 74, Brilliant 28-gun frigate, Cynthia sloop,
and St-Vincent gun-boat, the troops were disem-
barked on the shores of the bay, along with 16 field-
pieces, without the loss of a man. They were at-
tended by a detachment of seamen from the ships
of war, to carry scaling-ladders and drag the guns
up the heights; a service which the seamen per-
formed with their accustomed alacrity.

Scarcely had the british troops gained the sum-
mit of the first ridge, when the rifle-corps under
lieutenant-colonel Stewart fell in with, and drove
back, a detachment of the enemy, with some loss,
including among the wounded the lieutenant-colo-
nel. 'At daybreak on the 26th a considerable body
of the enemy was repulsed, chiefly by the brigade
under major-general the earl of Cavan. This ad-
vantage, with the comparatively slight loss of 16
killed and 68 wounded, gave the British the com-
Elete and undisturbed possession of the heights of

rion and Balon, which overlook the town and
harbour of Ferrol. The general says, in his de-
spatch, that he had now an opportunity of observing
minutely the situation of the place, and of forming,

“from the reports of prisoners, an idea of the strength
of the enemy. He did so, and requested the british
rear-admiral to embark the troops and their cannon.
All of which was done the same evening, in the
ablest manner; and, as at the disembarkation, without

the loss of a man.
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LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS.

Having given an account of the first engagement 1500,
fought between an american and a french frigate, we e
shall offer no apology for inserting in these pagesan
account of the second. On the Ist of February, at
7h. 30 m. A. M., the United States’ 36-gun frigate
Constellation, still commanded by commodore Tho-
mas Truxton,® being about five leagues to the west-
ward of Basseterre-road, Gaudeloupe, working to-
windward, discovered in the south-east quarter,
standing south-west, the french 40-gun frigate Ven-
geance, captain Sébastien-Louis-Marie Pichot.

The american commodore immediately went in
chase ; and M. Pichot ran from him, for the reason,
as alleged afterwards by some of the french officers,
that the Vengeance had her decks encumbered with
hogsheads of sugar, which she had brought from
Gaudeloupe and was carrying to Europe. Let that
have been as it may, at 8 p. m., the Constellation
got within hail of the Vengeance, and received a fire

rom her stern and quarter guns. In a little time
the former, having gained a position on the french
frigate’s weather quarter, opened a very destructive
fire ; and to which, from her position, the Constella-
tion received a much less effective return, than if
she had run fairly alongside. The mutual cannonade
continued, in this manner, until nearly 1 a. m. on the
2d ; when the Vengeance, owing to the damaged
state of the Constellation’s rigging and masts, parti-
cularly her mainmast, was enabled to range ahead
out of gun-shot, and the battle ended.

The force of the Constellation, in guns, men, and
size, has already been given.t The armament of the
‘Vengeance, with the addition of four brass 36-pounder
carronades, was the same as that of her sister-ship,
the Résistance, captured in March, 1797 ;1 and her
complement may also be stated the same as the lat-
ter’s, exclusive of about 60 passengers.

The loss sustained by the american frigate

* See vol. ii, p. 470. 1 Ibid.p. 472. 1§ Ibid. p. 118.
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- The most extraordinary circumstance, however, 1800.
remains to be told. The Vengeance, M. Pichot 7~
declares, was compelled, owing to the inexperience
of her crew, to remain stationary for three days,
while jury-masts were erecting; and, during the
whole of that time, the Constellation lay to-wind-
ward, with her fore and mizen masts still stand-
ing, (her mainmast had fallen a few minutes after
the firing had ceased,) and yet did not bear down, or
evince ﬁne least inclination, to renew the engage-
ment. The Constellation, soon afterwards, made
sail for and anchored in Port-Royal, Jamaica; and
the Vengeance, no less happy than surprised at
such an escape, stemmed her way to Curagoa, where
she at length arrived in a very shattered state.

No sooner did the commodore’s account of his
rencontre reach the United States, than his fellow-
citizens, particularly those of his own, or the federal
party, set to work to bring to an issue on paper,
that which had been left undecided on the ocean.
They pronounced and published the action as a vic-
tory; ate dinners, and drank themselves drunk, in
honour of it; and, when the commodore arrived in
port, assailed him on all sides with addresses of
congratulation, founded on assertions that the com-
modore’s letter had never sanctioned, and from
which, although not possessed perhaﬁs of a very ex-
traordinary share, his modesty must have recoiled.

We formerly mentioned, that the merchants of
London presented the commodore with a piece of
plate for having captured the Insurgente. Such
was actually the spirit of party in the United States,
that the democrats abused commodore Truxton,
calling him Tory, &c. for having accepted it. About
the middle of the year 1800 the commodore was
Bromoted to the command of the 44-gun frigate

resident; but, the moment the democrats came into
power, on March the 4th in the succeeding year, he
was displaced, and, as a proof how liberal republics '
can be, was never afterwards put in command
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it was not until 3h. 15 m. p. m. that the sloops were 1800.
in a condition to make sail in chase. About this e,
time the Pallas, observing two sail nearly ahead, or
in the north-east by north, hauled up to the north-
ward and westward. Captain Horton immediately
made the signal for the Harpy, who was the more
advanced in the chase, to endeavour to gain the
wind of the enemy. At 4 p. m. three sail, including
the two already noticed as seen by the Pallas, were
discovered by the two sloops. No doubt being en-
tertained that the vessels approaching were friends,
the Fairy made the signal for an-enemy; which was
repeated by the Harpy, both sloops firing guns
every five minutes to enforce attention to it.

These ships, then working up from the northward
with a light wind from the south-east by south, were
the british 38-gun frigate Loire, captain James
Newman Newman, 20-gun-ship Danaé, captain
lord Proby, and 16-gun ship-sloop Railleur, captain
William James Turquand; and all -of which had
sailed from Plymouth on the 27th and 28th of Janu-
ary, purposely to intercept-the Pallas and a cor-
vette, expected to be on their way from St.-Malo to
Brest. At 4bh. 15m. p. m. the Pallas bore away
large ; and, in order to deceive her new pursuers
and distract their attention, hoisted english colours,
and endeavoured to repeat the signal made by the
Fairy and Harpy. At 4h. 30 m. p. m. Roche Douvre
bore from the Fairy north-north-east distant six or
seven miles; and at b h. 30 m. p. m. the Pallas bore
west, and the Harpy west by south, the breeze now
light from the south-east.

At 7 p. M. captain Bazely received orders to go
ahead, as far as signals were discernible between
the two sloops, and make the private signal to the
two ships, the Loire and Danaé, upon her lee bow.
This was done, and subsequently the Fairy also
made the private signal; but it was not answered
by either the Loire, Danaé, or Railleur, which latter
was considerably ahead and to-windward of her
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tinued between the french frigate and shore-battery 1800.
on one side, and the Loire, Railleur, Harpy, and ‘75
Fairy on the other; the combatants all on ‘t-ﬁe star-
board tack, with the wind, as before, blowing mode-
rately from the south-east.

At about 1h.30m. a. m. on the 6th the Harpy
fetched close under the stern of the Railleur, then
engaging the Pallas with great gallantry, and poured
her broadside into the french frigate’s quarter. This
was repeated with such destructive effect, as to
induce some one on board the frigate (especially as
a man had been shot while ascending the mizen
shrouds with a lantern to repeat the signal of sur-
render) to hail the brig with the exclamation, “ Ne
tirez pas encore, messieurs, nous sommes a vous.”
The Harpy then ceased her fire, as about the same
time did the Loire, Railleur, and Fairy. The Loire
and Harpy each lowered down a boat and sent her
first lieutenant (Edmund Rayner and James Watson)
to take possession of the prize. Conceiving, from a
bustle abaft on board the Railleur, that a man had
fallen into the water, lieutenant Watson yawed out
of his course : in consequence of this the Loire’s
boat reached the Pallas a few minutes before the
Harpy’s ; but the latter had the honour of conveying
captain Epron to the Loire.

he established complement of the Loire was
284 men and boys; but she had on board no more
than 260, about 100 of whom had * volunteered”
from the prison-ships, and ran from their quarters
almost as soon as the action commenced. Of those
260 in crew, the Loire lost three seamen killed, and
three midshipmen, (Watkins Owen Pell, Francis
William Eves, and John Allen Medway,) 15 seamen,
and one marine wounded. The Railleur, out of a
complement.of 76 men and boys, had one midship-
man (William Prothers) and one gunner’s mate
killed, and three seamen and one marine wounded.
The Fairy, out of a complement of 120 men and
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was of course purchased by government; and, under 1800
the name of Pique, long continued a favourite 36-gun o
frigate in the lists of the british navy:
or what, on one side at least, may be called a

single-ship action, the details of the occurrences
which led to the capture of the french frigate Pallas
have given us considerable trouble, and are not yet
drawn up to our entire satisfaction. Not, however,
because there has been so little said or written on
the subject, for few actions of the kind have given
- rise to so much discussion, as the pages of the Naval
Chronicle can testify ; but owing to the obscure and
contradictory statements which have been published,
all resting upon authority equally respectable. At
all events no one can deny that the conduct of
captains Horton and Bazely was highly gallant and

raiseworthy. Nor must the efforts of the Harpy
ge disparaged simply because she was an 18-gun
sloop. The Harpy was armed in the same mauner
as the Pelican, that had rendered herself so famous
in beating off the Médée; and the former’s 32-
pounder carronades, in the close and raking position
in which they were frequently fired, did considerable
mischief to t¥xe Pallas, as captain Epron himself was
candid enough to acknowledge.

Although, owing to some omission in captain
Newman’s letter, a little delay occurred in doing
justice to the claims of captain Bazely, that officer,
as well as his brother commander, captain Horton,
was at length promoted to post-rank.

On the Ist of March, in the middle of the night, Mareh.
the british 12-pounder 36-gun frigate Néréide, cap-
tain Frederick Watkins, cruising off the Penmarcks,
discovered to-windward five ships and a schooner.
As soon as she had made the necessary preparation
for battle, the Néréide hauled up for the strangers ;
which, at daylight on the 2d, were seen to be all
armed vessels, and were then lying to, as if deter-
mined to have a contest with the british frigate.
Nor will it be considered that the french commodore
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by so comparatively inferior a foe, and the Heureux
struck her colours. .

The Phoebe had three seamen killed, or mortally
wounded, and three slightly wounded ; the Heureux, 18
men killed and 25 wounded, most of whom lost limbs.
The latter was a very complete flush-decked ship,
coppered and copper-fastened, highly finished, an
of large dimensions, measuring 598 tons. She was
therefore readily purchased for the use of the british
na;z, and, under the same name, became classed as
a 22-gun post-ship.

On the 15th of March the british 20-gun shi
Danaé, captainlord Proby, while watching the frenc
fleet in Brest, became lost to the service under the
following discreditable circumstances. At 9 h.30m.
. M. Jackson, one of the captains of the fore top,
and who had been secretary to Parker in the Nore
mutiny, assisted by some prisoners and a part of the
crew, rushed on the quarterdeck, knocked down the
master, and cut him severely over the head. They
then threw him down the main hatchway, and bat-
tened down the grating, placing over it the boats,
filled with shot. By this means the remainder of
the crew were prevented from retaking the ship.
When the mutiny broke out, all the officers, except
lord Proby, the marine-officer, and the master, were
in bed. On being informed by the marine-officer
of what had happened, lord Proby attempted to
get up the after hatchway, but found it already

arded by nearly 20 men. One of them cut his
ﬁ:'dship on the head ; and no possibility existed of
forcing the hatchway. _ -

Lord Proby and the marine-officer then contrived
to muster about ten cutlasses, four muskets, and
some pocket-pistols. These were distributed among
the most trustworthy of about 40 men; who, when
the business commenced, were asleep in their ham-
mocks. The hope then was that the mutineers
would be forced to keep the sea; but the wind un-
fortanately chahged, and they were enabled the next

VoL. III. E
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captain Oliver directed the Peterel to keep close 1800.
in-shore by way of deception, thereby to capture aeres,
any vessels that might be running along the coast.
On the next morning some vessels of a convoy-of
B0 sail, from Cette bound to Toulon and Marseille,
under the protection of an armed ship, brig, and
xebec, were descried and chased, and two of them,
a bark and bombard, both laden with wheat, cap-
tured. On the same afternoon, when near te Cape
Couronpe, the Peterel came to action with the three
armed vessels; but which, after a short contest,
observing the Mermaid, although at a great distance,
beating up from to-leeward, made sail to get away.
The ship and xebec, one, the Cerf of 14 long brass
8-pounders and about 90 men, the other, the Le-
joille, (named after the captain of the Généreux,)
commanded by the commodore of the division, cap-
tain (de vais.) Pierre-Paul Raccord, and mountin
six long brass 6-pounders and about 50 men, effecte
their escape by running on shore. The brig-cor-
vette, which was the Ligurienne of 14 long 6-pound-
ers and two 36-pounder carronades, all %rass, and
104 men, lieutenant Frangois-Auguste Pelahond,
after sustaining the fire of the Peterel, in a running
fight of an hour and a half’s duration, within 250
yards, and sometimes half that distance only, of the
shore, struck her colours: at which time the Peterel
was within six miles of the town of Marseille.
Although this service was performed under a
heavy fire from a battery of four 24 or 18 pounders;
and although, for a few minutes of the time, the sloo
remained on a rock, which her stern had touched,
the Peterel’s damages were confined to a few shot-
holes in her sails, and to the upsetting of four of
her (12-pounder) carronades, {-)Ier first lieutenant,
gunner, and 30 men being absent in prizes, the Pe-
terel had on board but 89 men and boys; of whom
she did not have a man hurt. The Ligurienne
had her commander and one seaman killed, and one

seaman and one marine wounded.
E 2
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vessel ; which was a turkish 80-gun ship, of remark- 1800.

able beauty, commanded by Indjee-Be{.

At noon the Peterel anchored in four fathoms,
aboat a mile and a half to the south-east of Aboukir
island ; and a number of djerms were seen to put off
from the ship and pull towards the shore. At half-
past noon three turll)(ish corvettes, that had come from
the eastward, anchored about a mile outside of the
Peterel. By this time the latter had hoisted out
her pinnace ; and in it was immediately despatched
the master, Mr. John Thompson, with nine men, to
endeavour to set the ship on fire, and prevent the
French from obtaining any of the stores, guns, or
ammunition.

The master was soon on board ; and by 2 h. 30 m.
P. M. he and his active party had completely set the
ship in flames. In another hour Mr. Thompson
returned to the Peterel, bringing with him 13 Greeks,
all that remained of the 80-gun ship’s crew; one
part, with the commander, having surrendered to
the French, and the other part having managed to
escape to the three corvettes. To the nearest of
these, not one of which, from an alleged dread of
being fired at from the shore, would afford the
slightest assistance in preventing the French from

londering the wreck, captain Austen sent the 13

reeks. As a proof that the captain’s promptitude
had been of use, the French had already got out of
the ship one of the quarterdeck guns, and were
taking measures, when the Peterel entered the bay
to remove the remainder. At 5 P.m. the Peterel
weighed, and stood back to the westward ; and, not
long afterwards, the captain pacha testified his sense
of the service captain Austen had performed, b
presenting him with a handsome sabre and ric

lisse.

On the 5th of April, in the afternoon, as a british
squadron, composed of the 74-gun ships Leviathan,
captain James Carpenter, bearing the flag of rear-
admiral John Thomas Duckworth, and Swiftsure,

A“- .

April.
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proportioning their sail to that of the strangers, in \123
order to be ready to commence the attack just be- apu
fore daybreak, the rear-admiral judiciously consider-
ing, that a fire commenced in the dark might alarm
the convoy and lead to their escape.

At dawn of day the Leviathan and Emerald bore
down upon the Carmen and Florentina, who had
evidently mistaken them for a part of their convoy.
On being hailed by the Leviathan, the weathermost
frigate crowded sail to get off ; as did also her
consort, then close upon her bow. A volley of mus-
ketry failing to induce the nearest frigate to strike,
the Leviathan gave a yaw and fired all her guns
before the gangway, in the hope to bring down
some of the frigate’s masts and yards, but without
effect. In a few minutes, however, the Emerald
having, in a very spirited as well as judicious manner,
.closeg with the leewardmost frigate, the two became
s0 disabled in their sails and rigging, that after firing
a few straggling and ineffectual shot, and just as
the Leviathan had gained a position to discharge her
broadside into both frigates, they hauled down their
colours. '

The Emerald immediately proceeded in chase of
the third frigate, but, appearing to lose ground in
the pursuit, was recalled and ordered to secure as
many as she could of the convoy ; four of the largest
of which, before dark, fell into her hands. In the
mean time the Leviathan lay by the two spanish fri-
gates, until they were in a state to make sail ; which
was not until two hours after the surrender. The
74 then stood after the remaining frigate; but the
latter had by this time so increased her distance,
that the Leviathan gave up the pursuit, and pro-
ceeded with her prizes to Gibraltar. '

As a proof that the Carmen and Florentina had
not struck their colours without making an honour-
able resistance, the first, out of a crew of 340, had
one officer and 10 men killed and 16 men wounded ;
the second, out of a crew of 314, one officer and 11
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upon the Vlieisland. Here the cutter, which was the 1800.
Imprenable, captain Sparrow, of 12 long 3, and two \;;{.u,"
long 8 pounders, and a crew of 60 men, defended
herself pretty well for nearly an hour ; at the end of p 4
which her men began escaping to the shore, under and

the cover of a party of troops estimated at about o

100.

Seeing this, lieutenant Wilson put off in the
Lark’s small boat, and directed the master, Mr. Tho-
was Geltins, to follow in the large boat. With his
handful of men, and in the face of a smart fire of
musketry from the shore, to which by this time all
the french crew had escaped, lieutenant Wilson
boarded the Imprenable. Finding his endeavours
to get the cutter afloat greatly impeded by the
musketry from the troops, the lieutenant detached
the master in the large boat to dislodge them from
the sand-banks behind which they had taken shelter.
This done, the British succeeded, without the slight-
est loss, in getting off the privateer, and carried her
into Yarmouth roads. To add to the value of this
gallant exploit, the Imprenable had been a great
pest to british commerce in the North Sea.

On the 10th of June rear-admiral sir John Borlase Jane.
Warren, cruising off the Penmarcks with the Re-
nown and Defence 74s, captains Thomas Eyles and
lord Henry Paulet, and Fisgard and Unicorn fri-
gates, captains Thomas Byam Martin and Philip Wil-
kinson, detached the boats of the squadron to attempt
to cut out or destroy a convoy of brigs and chasse-
marées lying at St.-Croix, a small harbour within the
Penmarck rocks, and known to be laden with wine
and provisions for the Brest fleet.

In the evening the boats, eight in number, namely,
two from the Renown, commanded by lieutenant
Henry Burke, two from the Fisgard, by lieutenant
Wi illiam Dean, and lieutenant of marines Mark A.
Gerard, two from the Defence, by lieutenant Thomas
Stamp, and two from the Unicorn, by lieutenant Wil-
liam Price, assembled on board the Fisgard, then at
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forts, with their magazines, were also blown up by 1800.
the British before they returned to their ships, and ‘55
that without the occurrence of a single casualty.

Having received information that a french corvette,
with a large convoy from Sable-d’Olonne bound to
Brest, was lying within the island of Noirmoutier, sir
John on the Ist of July anchored in Bourneuf bay,
with the intention of detaching the boats of his three
ships against this force, consisting of the armed ship
Therése, of 20 guns, a lugger of 12 guns, and a
cutter and two schoouers, each of six guns, moored
within the sands at the bottom of the bay, in a strong
position of defence, and under the protection of six
batteries at the south-east end of Noirmoutier, be-
sides flanking guns at every projecting point.

Having assembled on board the Fisgard, the boats
pulled off in the evening, in three divisions, con-
taining between them 192 officers, seamen, and
marines, under the orders of lieutenant Burke, as-
sisted by lientenants of marines John Thompson
and Charles Henry Ballinghall, of the Renown, lieu-
tenant William Dean, and lieutenants of marines
Mark A. Gerard, of the Fisgard, and William Gar-
rett and Hugh Hutton, of the Defence. At mid-
night the British in the boats boarded, and, after
mach resistance and loss on the part of the French,
carried the ship and the three other armed vessels,
together with 15 sail of merchantmen; all, as well
as the armed vessels, laden with flour, corn, pro-
visions, bale—goods, and shir—timber, for the fleet at
Brest. Finding it impossible to bring off his prizes,
lieutenant Burke caused them to be effectually de-
stroyed. :

In high glee at having performed this essential
service without any loss, the British now proceeded
on their return; but unfortunately, in attempting to
pass over the sand-banks, the boats took the ground,
and, in less than ten minutes, lay perfectly dry. In
this helpless situation, lieutenant Burke and his
¥arty became exposed to a coutinual fire from the
forts on Noirmoutier island, and from about 400
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abontmidniﬁht the Dartand her companions got sight 1800.
of the french ships. Soon afterwards one of the latter ‘337,
hailed the Dart, and asked whence she came. The
answer was, “ De Bordeaux.” The Frenchmen then
desired to know what convoy that was astern, mean-
ing the gun-brigs and fire-ships. The reply was,
“ Je ne sais pas.”

This conversation ended, the Dart continued to
pass on unmolested, until she arrived alongside of
the innermost frigate but one, when that frigate
opened uyon her a very heavy fire. This the Dart
was enabled to return with 156 double-shotted 32-
pourniders, discharged in much quicker repetition than
common, owing to the carronades being mounted onthe
non-recoil principle. The Dart then ranged on, and
boarded the innermost frigate, the Désirée, by run-
ning her bowsprit between the latter’s foremast and
forestay, having previously let go a stern-anchor to
checkherownway. The firstlieutenant,James M‘Der-
meit, at the head of a division of seamen and marines,
immediately boarded the french frigate on the fore-
castle, carrying all before him, but not without being
badly wounded in the arm. He then hailed the
Dart, to say he had possession of the ship; but, as
he feared the crew would rally, and he was wounded,
he requested that an officer might be sent to take
charge. Having cut her stern-cable, the Dart had just
swung alongside the Désirée; on whose quarter lieu-
tenant William Isaac Pearce instantly leaped with a
second division of men. This officer completely re-
pulsed the french crew, who were rallying at the
after hatchway. Lieutenant Pearce then cut the fri-

te’s cables, got the Désirée under sail, and steered
ﬁ:r over banks that could not have been passed half
an hour later in the tide.

In this dashing enterprise, which was concluded in
about 15 minutes, the Dart had -only one seaman
killed, her first lieutenant, already named, one
master’s mate, (James Hall,) and nine seamen and
marines wounded ; while the loss sustained by the
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of commodore Castagnier. If all the prisoners 1800,
were thus sent away, the reason is explained why 3’
there were no head-money certificates.

- For his skill and gallantry in laying on board and
capturing the Désirée, captain Campbell was ad-
vanced to post-rank, and appointed to the m-gun'
ship Ariadne : in point of rank, certainly, a step for-
ward, but, from the Dart to the Ariadne, nearly two
steps backwards, as respected the relative force and
effectiveness of the two vessels. As the least reward

that could be bestowed upon an officer who had be-
haved so gallantly and suffered so severely,lieutenant
M<Dermeit was promoted to the rank of commander;

and we should, we confess, have been gratified at
seeing lieutenant Pearce among the newly made
commanders of the year. '

‘We sincerely hope that those careful gentlemen,
the esi:ablishedy pilots, got their deserts, for having
pusillanimously abandoned the charge of their ships
when their services were most required. We wish
we knew their names, in order to hand them down
with becoming infamy. Fortunately the master of
the Ann cutter, Mr. Henry Moor, was competent to
take charge of the Dart; and Mr. James Wheat-
land, mate of the Anm, also volunteered his ser-
vices. These, with some men obtained out of smug-
glers, enabled captain Campbell to send a pilot to
each gun-brig an ﬁre-vesseli.

The Désirée was afterwards added to the british
navy as a 36-gun frigate, and captain Inman, very
deservedly, was appointed to commission her. One
mistake we are Kound to rectify: it is as to the
french gun-force of the Désirée, as well as of one
of the other frigates in her company. 1In his
letter to captain Inman, captain Campbell states the
maindeck -guns of both the Désirée and Incor-
ruptible to have been ¢ 24-pounders;” .and eve
one of our contemporaries, relying on such goo
authority, have assigned the Désirée guns of that.
caliber. But this french frigate, in fact, was armed-
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brig, maintained against 87 men, 16 of whom were 1800.
soldiers, an ohstinate conflict, during which many of ‘}:i;'
the British were knocked overboard, and the whole, a
second time, beat back to their boat. Notwithstand-
ing this, however, the assailants returnedto the charge
with unabated courage ; and, after killing six men,
and wounding 20, among whom was every officer
belonging to her, Mr. Coghlan and his truly gallant
comrades carried the Cerbére. His own loss on
this splendid occasion was one man killed and eight
wounded, himself in two places, and Mr. Paddon in
six. With the aid of the two other boats, the British
towed out their prize, under a heavy but ineffectual
fire from the batteries.

The language of sir Edward Pellew, in his letter
to earl St.-Vincent describing the affair, is so very
energetic and appropriate, that we cannot do better
than transcribe his words: “1I trust I shall stand
excused by your lordship for so minute a descrip-
tion, produced by my admiration of that courage,
which, hand to hand, gave victory to a handful of
brave fellows over four times their number, and of
that skill which formed, conducted, and effected so
daring an enterprise.” The officers and men of sir
Edward’s squadron, to mark their sense of such
distinguisheg bravery, gave up the Cerbtre as a
prize to the conquerors; and ear] Si.-Vincent was
so much pleased with Mr. Coghlan’s intrepidity,
that he presented him with a handsome sword.
Moreover the young man obtained, what his aspir-
in‘:g mind valued above all other gifts, a confirmation
of his rank as lieutenant ; and that, although he had
not quite served the time, which the regulations of
" the navy required, and, in no other case we believe,
had dispensed with.

On the 4th of August, soon after daylight, the bri-
tish 64-gun ship Befliqueux, captain Rowley Bulteel,
being og' the coast of Brazil with a fleet of outward-
bound indiamen under her protection, discovered
four sail in the north-west or leeward quarter, steer-
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position was critical, and the british officer, with 180d.
great presence of mind, formed his determination; "R"‘_’
rumning alongside of the Frenchman with all his ports

up, he commanded him to surrender to a superior
force; with this order, supposing himself under the
guns of a ship of the line, the french captain instantly
complied. Meriton gave him no time for deliber-
ation, but sent an officer and brought him on board,

and he delivered his sword to the english captain, in

due form, on the quarterdeck. The Bombay-Castle

was still at a great distance, but on her coming up,

the prisoners were quickly taken out and divided.

By this time the french captain began to recover from

his surprise, and looking very attentively at the
little guns on the quarterdeck, asked captain Meri-

ton what ship it was to which he had surrendered ?
Meriton drily answered ; ¢To a merchant-ship :* the
indignant Frenchman begged to be allowed to return
with his people to the frigate and fight the battle
again.” ¥

The remaining french frigate, the Franchise, by
throwing overboard a part of her guns, together
with her anchors, boats, and booms, and by the timely
approach of night, effected her escape ; as did also the
armed schooner. Owing to the late period at which
the Concorde and Médée (both of which were armed
precisely according to the establishment of their re-
spective classes, already so frequently adverted to)
arrived in a port of England, and to the turn which
affairs had then taken, neither frigate was purchased
for the use of the british navy.

On the 20th of August, at 8h. 30 m. a. M., the
british 38-gun frigate Seine, captain David Milne,
cruising in the Mona passage with the wind easterly
and very light, saw, right ahead, standing to the
northward on the starboard tack, the french frigate
Vengeance, captain Pichot, (the Constellation’s iate
antagonist,) not many days from Curagoa, bound to

# Brenton, vol. iil, p. 341.
F2 .
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of her, and 326, according to the deposition of her 1800.
officers in the prize-court, the number of persons on v,
board when the action commenced, we may fairly
set down the killed at 35; and the wounded, if in
the usual proportion, were probably about 70 or 80.
The Seine, late the french frigate of that name
taken by the Jason and Pique in June, 1798,* carried
two long nines and eight 32-pounder carronades
more than the establishment of her class.+ The force
of the Vengeance has already, on more than one
occasion, been referred to.} Captain Milne calls the
eights of the Vengeance twelves ; but no french fri-
gate, not even the Forte of 1401, nor the Eggptienne
of 1430 tons, mounted a heavier caliber than 8-pound-
ers on the quarterdeck and forecastle. Moreover
the Vengeance, as captain Milne admits, was a sister-
vessel to the Résistance; and the latter, as has al-
ready been shown, carried 8-pounders.§ In calling
the 36-pounder carronades 42s, captain Milne has
only erred as other captains have done; but, in
adding, “The weight of metal 1 have mentioned in
french pounds,” he has given the French a caliber
. they never possessed. With respect to  shifting
on the main and quarter decks,” it appears,
that the Vengeance had every broadside-port already
filled. But, even admitting that the Vengeance
fought a gun on one broadside which she had trans-
ported from the other, the Seine did the same ; as
appears from the following extract of a letter from
sir David Milne to sir Robert Segpings, one of the
surveyors of the navy. “In La S——e I had the
uarter-galleries formed into ports, and in action in
at ship fought a gun there, by transporting it on
(from) the other side.”|| Having, as we hope,
* See vol. ii. p. 320.
1 For which see letter Z in the small table at p. 131 of the first
volume,
$ See vol. i. p. 488, and vol. ii. p. 116,
§ See vol. ii. p. 118.
Il Sir Robert Seppings’s letter to lord Melville upon Circular
Sterns, p. 13.
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frigate that had captured her ; but, owing to her 8o,
damaged state and the heavy cost of repairs at Ja- avg.
maica, the ship never again quitted port. As the
exaggerated account given of the size of the Ven-
geance, namely, that she was as large as a british

4, tended greatly to mislead the public as to the
merits of the action which had led to her capture,
we beg to be allowed to digress a little, to show
how the mistake arose.

‘When a captured vessel is purchased by govern-
ment, it is at so much a ton, according to the age
and condition of the prize. Hence, the ship’s mea-
surement must be taken before the sum can be fixed.
In the case of the Vengeance, the master-shipwright,
shipwright’s assistant, and boatswain, belonging to
Port-Royal yard, took her dimensions and computed
her tonnage, but in such a way that they made the
sister-ship of one that was 1182, measure 1370 tons.
As the Vengeance was prevented from coming home
to be properly measured, no way remains to prove
the erroneous calculation of the dock-yard ofticers,
but by analogy. For instance, in the year 1803 the
same officers measured, among many other ships, the
french prize-frigates Clorinde, Surveillante, Vertu,
and Créole, and the 74-gun ship Duquesne. The
following little table will show that, in their way of
performing the task, the Port-Royal dock-yard
officers could not have made a ship of 1180 tons
measure less than 1370.

Tons. ‘Tons.
Clorinde, measured at Jamaica 1375 Measured in Engfind.cvsveaves 1161
Sarveillante, "o 1235 ’ 1094
Dugus " 2151 ” 1903
uesne,
Drq ! ” Foundered on her way home, but
Créale, ” 1267{ was known to be similar in 21073
size to Vertn..ce.o } ......... N
N ! Actual measurement of Résistance
Vengeance, ” 13709 ™ afterwards Fisgard «ocavoeees } 1182

Consequently, the average rate per ton, at which
these six french ships were purchased, being 10/. 10s.
for the Clorinde, 12/, 10s. for the Surveillante and
Dugquesne, 7/, for the Vertu, 8/. 10s. for the Créole,
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fitted out at Bordeaux, and was stored and provi- 1800.
sioned, in the most complete manner, for a four
months’ cruise.

On the 3d of September, at about 8 p. M., eight Sept
boats from the 74-gun ship Minotaur, captain Thomas '
Louis, and armed en flite (late 12-pounder 32-gun)
frigate Niger, captain James Hillyar, placed under
the orders of the latter, assisted by lieutenants
Charles Marsh Schomberg, and Thomas Warrand,
midshipmen James Lowry, and Richard Standish
Haly, and lieutenant of marines John Jewell, pro-
ceeded to cut out or destroy two spanish armed ships,
or corvettes, at anchor in Barcelona roads; one, the
Concepcion, alias Esmeralda, the other, the Paz, each
descriﬁed as mounting 22 long 12 and 8 pounders,
and laden with stores, reported, but which did not
prove to be the case, for the relief of Malta.

At the time these cight boats were detached upon
this service, one of them was boarding a swetfish
galliot bound into the port; and, to join this boat
and give directions to her commander, captain Hill-
yar pulled, in the first instance, for the galliot.
On arriving alongside the latter, the british boats
hooked on, and they and the swedish galliot of course
stood together towards the mole of ﬁarcelona.

Having approached within about three quarters of
amile of the nearest battery, and being reminded, by
two shots which passed over the galliot, that it was
time to retire from under the shelter of a neutral
vessel, captain Hillyar and his party pulled away
towards the object of attack. ghortly afterwards
the outermost of the two spanish armed ships, the
Esmeralda, discharged her broadside at the boats,
but without effect, her shot falling short. Pushing
on with their accustomed alacrity, the British were
alongside the Esmeralda before the ship could
reload her guns. This was at 9 p. m.; and in a few
minutes afterwards, but not without a smart struggle,
captain Hillyar and his party boarded and carrijed
the Esmeralda.






ROVER AND SANTA-RITTA. - 75

public opinion as to the merits of the case. A con- 1800.
temporary states that the capture of the Paz and ;‘;{'
Esmeralda, ‘“led to the promotion of captain Hillyar
and lieutenant Schomberg.”* 1If so, the operation,
as regards captain Hillyar at least, was rather a
tardy one; for he was not, we find, made post until
February, 1804, rather more than six months after
the senior lieutenant who bad served under him at
Barcelona attained the same rank.

On the 10th of September, as the british privateer-
brif Rover, of Liverpool, Nova-Scotia, armed with
14 long 4-pounders and 54 men and boys, under the
command of captain Godfrey, was cruising near
Cape Blanco on the Spanish Main, the spanish
schooner Santa-Ritta, mounting 10 long 6-pounders
and two english 12-pounder carronades, withabout 85
men, and accompanied by three gun-boats also under
spanish colours, and which, as well as the schoouer,
had the day before been equipped by the governor of
Puerto-Caballo on purpose to capture the Rover,
came out from near the land to fulfil their orders.
The light breeze which had been blowing having died
away, the schooner and two of the gun-boats, by the
aid of a number of oars, gained fast upon the brig ;
keeping up as they advanced a steady fire from their
bow-guns, which the Rover returned with two guns
pointed from her stern, and, as her opponents drew
near, with her small-arms also. ‘

Apprized, by their motions, that the schooner in-
tended to board on the starboard quarter, and the .
two gun-boats (the third appeared to keep aloof) on
the opposite bow and quarter, the Rover suffered
them to advance until they got within about 15 yards
of her : she then manned her oars on the larboard
side, and, pulling quickly round, brought her star-
board broadside to bear right athwart the schooner’s
bow ; upon whose decks, then filled with men ready
for boarding, the brig poured a whole broadside of

* Brenton, vol. iii, p, 2¢.
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o nt, hauled a little further off. Here the 1800.
Gr}g:;ekept up a sharp fire with round and grape o
shot, and at g() h. 30 m. A. M. compelled the sloop,
which was the Quidproquo, of eight guns, 4 and 8
pounders, and 98 men, commanded by M. Tourpie,
represented to have been formerly a capitaine de
vaisseau, to strike her colours. Eighty of the 98
men were Gaudeloupe chasseurs; and it was to
save his people from their powerful musketry that
the Gipsy’s commander, with so much judgment, had
hauled off to a long-gun range.

The Gipsy had three seamen killed, and- nine,
incladin gieutenant Boger, wounded ; the Quid-
proquo, her captain and four seamen killed, and 11
wounded. Although upon a small scale, this action
was not the less creditable to those who, by their
skill and bravery, had. brought it to a successful
termination.

On the 9th of October the honourable East India
company’s ship Kent, of 26 guns, (20 long 12, and
six long 6 pounders,) commanded by captain Robert
Rivington, being off the Sand-heads, on her way
from England to Bengal, fell in with the french ship-
privateer Confiance, of 20 or 22 long 8-pounders,
commanded by M. Surcouff, a very able and ex-
perienced officer. Anactionimmediately ensued,and
was maintained with great bravery by the indiaman,
for one hour and 47 minutes; during which the two
vessels were frequently foul of each other. At
length the Kent was carried by boarding; her crew,
besides their inferior numbers, being very ill-sup-
plied with weapons of defence, while the assailants
were all armed with sabres, pikes and pistols.
After having given decided proofs of his bravery,
captain Rivington received, at the moment of board-
ing, a musket-shot through his head.
nﬁiesides the loss of her captain, the Kent bad 13
men killed, including four or five of her passengers,
and 44 men wounded, including also several passen-
gers. 'The loss on hoard the Cunfiance does not
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1800. appear to have been recorded. It is, indeed, to be

“a,’{'regretted, that on these interesting occasions some
capable person does not take the pains to collect
and publish the particulars. Many highly credit-
able actions between merchant ships and enemy’s
privateers are either given to the public with such
marks of doubt, that an historian is fearful of ad-
mitting them into his pages; or they are so summa-
rily stated, that the account, when the most is made
of it, amounts to little more than that one vessel was
captured by another.

The Confiance was a ship of 490 tons, and had,
it is said, a complement of 250 men. The Kent
was a new ship, of 820 tons, and had probably about
90 or 100 men in crew, exclusive of 38 male and
three female passengers. Seven or eight of those
passengers had been taken from the Queen indiaman,
when she was consumed by fire at St.-Salvador. So
long and manful a resistance, with such limited
means, was very honourable to the officers, crew,
and passengers of the Kent. In the following month
M. gurcouﬂ' arrived with his prize at the Isle of

France. '

We may remark, in passing, what an advantage
the Kent would have derived, had she mounted on
her quarterdeck and forecastle, a tier of 18 or 24
pounder carronades, instead of long sixes. A few
discharges of grape from the former would probably
have induced the Confiance to keep at long-shot,
and then the Kent’s 12-pounders, well-plied, would
either have captured or repulsed her.

" Having already recorded two actions fought be-
tween american and french ships of war, we will
here give a brief account of the third; the last,
indeed, of any consequence, which occurred during
the short interruption in the amicable relations of
the two countries. On the 12th of October, in
latitude 22° 50/ north, longitude 51° west, the United
States’ 32-gun frigate Boston, (of the same long-

force, we believe, as D in the table at p. 131 of the
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first volume, with 12 carronades, 32-pounders, in 1800.
addition,) captain Little, fell in with the french ship- ‘ot
corvette Berceau, of 22 long eights and two eng-
lish 12-pounder carronades, lieutenant Louis-André
Senes. An action ensued, and continued, with mu-
tual spirit, for two hours; when the Berceau, having
had her masts reduced to a tottering state, and
being dreadfully shattered in hull, struck her colours
to the Boston ; whose masts, rigging, and sails, were
also considerably wounded and cut.

Out of a crew of about 320 men and boys; the
Boston lost her purser and 11 seamen and marines
killed or mortaYly wounded, and eight others
wounded who recovered. The precise loss of the
. Berceaun does not appear in captain Little’s letter.
We are only enabled to state, that, out of a crew of
about 200, exclusive of 30 passengers, it was very
considerable in both killed and wounded ; and that,
among the former, was her captain. We may add,
also, that the fore and main masts of the Berceau
fell over the side soon after her surrender.

Who can read of a two hours’ resistance under
such a disparity of force as, without the aid of a
comparative statement, it is clear must have existed
between these two ships, without heing surprised
that no account of this action is to be found in any
french publication. Is it, then, french victories
only that french ears can listen to, or french patriot-
ism record? Too true it is. The most insignificant
triumph is puffed up to the skies, while an unsuccess-
ful action, no matter how resolutely and ably fought,
is passed over in silence. This will never make a
navy. Much credit is due to the american captain
for his candour (not the less estimable for its rarity
on his side of the Atlantic*) in publicly acknow-
ledging, that ¢ the captain of the Berceau fought
his ship gallantly, so long as she was in a situation

% The Boston writers, for instance, in their account of this very”
action, declared that the two ships were * of nearly equal force.”
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1800. capable of being defended.” Captors, did they but

Oct.

of the

ton l.t
Fuen-

know their true interest, always gain by such acts of
fairness. The public places a greater reliance upon
their remaining 'statements ; and, after all, is there
not more honour in conquering a brave than a cow-
ardly enemy ?

As soon as she had cleared away the wreck of the
Berceau’s masts, and properly secured her own, the
Boston took her prize in tow, and on the 14th of
November anchored with her in Nantucket road. A
treaty of peace had, since the 30th of September,
been signed at Paris between France and America;
and the Berceau, after being thoroughly repaired
and refitted, was restored to the french government.

On the 27th of October, late in the evening, the
boats of the british 38-gun frigate Phaéton, captain
James Nicholl Morris, placed under the orders of
her first lieutenant, Francis Beaufort, supported by
lieutenant George Huish, lieutenant of marines,
Duncan Campbell, and midshipmen Augustus Bar-
rington Hamilton and Anthony Collings Stanton, pro-
ceeded to attack the spanish national polacre-ship
San-Josef, mounting two long 24-pounders in the
bow, two long brass 18-pounders for stern-chasers,
and four 12 and six 4 pounders, all brass, on her
sides, having on board 34 seamen (out of a crew of
49, a boat’s crew being absent) and 22 soldiers or
marines, and lying moored under the protection of
five guns mounted upon the fortress o(P Fuengirola,
near Malaga. .

The launch, with an 18-pounder carronade in her,
not being able to keep up with the barge and two
cutters, lieutenant Beaufort was proceeding with only
the latter, when he was unexpectedly fired at bya
french privateer-schooner, which had entered unseen
in the night, and lay in a position to flank the ship.
The three boats, however, still advanced; and on
the 28th, at 5 a. M., in the’face of an obstinate re-
sistance of musketry and sabres, boarded, carried,
and brought off the polacre.
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In this gallant affair, one seaman whs killed along- 1800.
side. Lieutenant Beaufort was first wounded in the g%~
head, and afterwards received several slugs through
his left arm and in his body; lieutenant Campbell
received several slight sabre-wounds; and Mr.
Hamilton was shot through the thigh while in the
boat ; notwithstanding which he gallantly boarded
with the restt A seaman also was wounded;
making the loss, on the part of the British, one
killed and four wounded. Of the San-Josef’s
crew, six men were found badly, and 13 slightly -
wounded. _

Being a fine fast-sailing little vessel, the San-
Josef was immediately commissioned as a british
sloop of war under the name of Calpé, the ancient
name of Gibraltar. It would have gratified us to be
able to state, that the officer, who as the conductor
of the enterprise bad so gallantly and effectively
cooperated, as well as so seriously suffered, in captur-
ing the vessel, an officer, ¢ in whom,” says captain
Morris, “ I have ever found a most capable and
zealous assistant,” had been appointed to command
her. But vice-admiral lord Keith, the Mediter-
ranean commander in chief, chose to appoint to
the Calpé an officer who, whatever may have been
his merit in other respects, was both junior to lieu-
tenant Beaufort and an utter stranger to the trans-
action at Fuengirola.

Among the few vessels in the british navy to
which the non-recoil principle of mounting the car-
ronade had been extended, was the Milbrook, a
schooner of 148 tons, whose sixteen 18-pounders were
so fitted, and whose commander, lieutenant Matthew
Smith, put such confidence in the plan, that he ven-
tured, as we shall presently show, to attack a ship
mounting double his number of guns. The car-
ronades of the Arrow and Dart sloops were also
fitted upon the non-recoil principle ; and it is related
of the latter of these vessels, that, when the british

VOL. 111, G
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The carronades of the Milbrook were seemingly 1800
fired with as much precision as quickness; for the nav.
Bellone, from broadsides fell to single guns, and
showed, by her sails and rigging, how much she had
been cut up by the schooner’s shot. At about 10
A. . the ship’s colours came down; and lieutenant
Smith used immediate endeavours to take possession
of her. Not having a rope left wherewith to hoist
out a boat, he launched one over the gunwale; but,
having been pierced with shot in various directions,
the boat soon filled with water. At this time the
Milbrook, having had 10 of her guns disabled, her
masts, yards, sails, and rigging, wounded and shot
through, and all her sweeps cut to pieces, lay quite
unmanageable, with her broadside to the Bellone’s
stern. In a little while a light breeze sprang up,
and the Bellone, hoisting all the canvass she couf()l
set, sought safety in flight.

Out of the 47 men of her crew, the Milbrook had
eight seamen and one marine severely, and her mas-
ter (Thomas Fletcher, but who would not quit the
deck,) surgeon’s mate, (I. Parster,) and one seaman,
slightly wounded. The loss sustained by the Bel-
lone, as rumoured at Vigo into which port she was
co%lled to put, amounted, out of a crew probably
of 250 or 260 men, to 20 killed, her first and second
captains and 45 men wounded.

eguns of the Bellone, as already has beenstated,
consisted of 24 long french 8-pounders and six or
eight brass 36-pounder carronades. The ship there-
fore was almost quadruply superior to the Milbrook;
and lieutenant Smith, by his gallantry and seaman-
like conduct, not only preserved from capture a va-
luable convoy, but added, in no slight degree, to the
naval renown of his country.. This became appre-
ciated in the proper quarter, and lieutenant Smith
was promoted to the rank of commander. Also the
english factory at Oporto, to evince their sense
of the service performed by the Milbrook, voted

G2
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hired armed ‘cutter Nile, lieutenant George Argles, 1800.
and lugger Soworow, lieutenant James Nicholson, Noy.
cruising off the entrance of the Morbihan, to inter-
cept a french convoy, discovered the french 20-gun
shl(;)-corvette Réolaise, the commodore of a convoy,
endeavouring to get under the })rotection of the bat-
teries. The Nile, by her skilful management, pre-
vented the corvette from reaching the north shore ;
and the latter, upon the Magicienne’s approach, ran
into Port-Navalo; where she took the ground, and
struck her colours.

Captain Ogilvy immediately despatched the boats
of the Magicienne, under the orders of lieutenants
George Skottowe and the honourable Edward Rod-
ney, to endeavour to board and bring off or destroy
the corvette; but the Réolaise, rehoisting her colours
and making sail, fired upon the boats and ran further
into the port. On seeing this the Magicienne re-
called her boats. Lieutenant Rodney, however,
being determined not to return empty-handed, gal-
lantly captured, with his single boat, a merchant
vessel from under one of the batteries.

Being resolved to attempt the destruction of the
corvette, sir Richard sent the boats of his little squa-
dron, under the orders of lieutenant William Hennah,
assisted by lieutenants Charles Clyde and Richard
‘William Clarke, (the latter, of the Marlboreugh,
a portion of whose men were also present,*) and :
also, we believe, by the two lieutenants, already
named, of the Magicienne. The enterprise, thus
intrusted to lieutenant Hennah, was con ulcl:ted with

t judgment and gallantry ; and, notwithstandin
Erl?:aey re from theg:llmre on all sides, the Réolais%
was boarded and destroyed. To add to the value
of this exploit, it was performed with no greater loss
to the British than one seaman killed and seven
wounded. :

. 'On the 7th of December the Nile cutter, while Dec.

* See p. 8.
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with their heavy long guns, were cutting the brig to 1800.
pieces, the -Adm)i’ral-Pagl‘:ay, havin revi%usly thrown ‘i,
overboard her despatches, hauleg «fown her colours.

As a proof that the Admiral-Pasley had not been
Even away, her loss amounted to three seamen

illed, her commander, (in three places,) master,
(Mr. Gibbs, badly,) and eight seamen wounded.
The captors carried their prize first to Ceuta, and
afterwards to Algesiras. Here we have an example
showing, in the clearest manner, the unfairness of
pronouncing upon the.merits of an action until its
mﬁculars are known. Fortunately for the Admiral-

ley’s commander, the court-martial that sat upon

him took cognizance of all the circumstances; and,
although captured in a 16-gun brig by two spanish
gun-boats, lieutenant Nevin was honourably and
deservedly acquitted.

COLONIAL EXPEDITIONS.— WEST INDIES.

On the 11th of September, while the british 12- Sept.
%under 36-gun frigate Neréide, captain Frederick

atkins, was cruising off the port of Amsterdam, g,,.
in the island of Curagoa, the dutch inhabitants of render
the latter, tired out with the enormities of the band ;’,‘9‘5‘.‘
of 1500 republican ruffians that were in possession
of the west part of the island, sent off a deputation
to claim the protection of England. On the 13th
the capitulation, surrendering the island to his bri-
tannic majesty, was signed in form, by the governor,
Johan Rudolph Lausser,on the one part, and by
captain Watkins, of the Néréide, on the other. The
vessels, large and small, lying in the harbour of
Amsterdam, numbered 44 ; but no ships of war were
among them. '

In one of his despatches announcing this event,
captain Watkins speaks of the “activity and spirited
conduct” of lieutenant Michael Fitton,* commanding
‘the Active schooner, then in company with the

* See vol. ii, p. 515.
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tion, however, as to expose no wider mark to the 1800.
enemy than the Active’s stern. This, as he antici- s,
pated, the artillerists at the fort failed to hit;
although some of the shot pierced the schooner’s
sails, and a few others fell near enough to dash the
spray on board. As the smallest of the five or six
privateers had, undoubtedly, a larger number of
men than the Active, any attempt by her to cut
them out would have been madness in her commander.
Probably the privateers were of opinion that the
Néréide, who with her boats might easily have exe-
cuted the service, would shortly make the attempt ;

for, in a few days afterwards, they took advantage

of a clear coast, and made sail, each laden with a
cargo of plunder. Nor was lieutenant Fitton ina
situation to intercept any one of these mischievous
freebooters, the Active having sailed for Jamaica
with the captain of the Néréide’s despatches.



1801,
)

BRITISH AND DANISH FLEETS.

Treabstract of the british navy, for the commence-
ment of the present year,* shows a considerable
increase in its line-of-battle total; but the number
of line-cruisers in commission remains the same as
in the last abstract, and the lower totals exhibit, in
reference to the latter, a very slight improvement in
their numbers. As one cause of this, the ¢
tured” column, owing chiefly to the reduced state of
the dutch, and the blockaded state of the french and
spanish navies, does not amount to half what it did
in the preceding year.+

A very slight diminution occurs in the wrecked
and foundered cases of the british navy in the year
1800; and the accidental losses of that year, includ-
ing the melancholy loss by fire, ended the lives of
upwards of 1300 british officers, seamen, and marines.
All four of the foundered vessels belonged to the
sloop-classes, and three of them had been french
privateers. The number of cruisers employed in
watching the enemy’s ports, the boldness and per-
severance with which their commanders performed
that arduous duty, and the frequent gales of wind
which occurred during the winter months of the year,
render eleven wrecked cases, out of so many ships
as were then at sea, no extraordinary number.}

The carronade still maintained, and more than
maintained its ground. On the 21st of February,
1800, an admiralty-order had issued, directing that
in future all ships of 24 and 20 guns should be fitted
on the main deck for 32-pounder carronades, in lien

# See Appendix, Annual Abstract No. 9.
1 See Appendix, No. 8.
1 See Appendix, No. 9.
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of the long nines they had hitherto carried. This 1801
was giving the ships a great increase of force, without
the necessity of detaching so many men to the guns;
a 9-pounder long gun requiring seven men to fight
it, but a 32-pounder carronade only six. Hence a
greater number remained to handle the small-arms,
and, a very important duty in action, to attend to the
rigging and sails, and to work the ship in a proper
manner. A few active seamen, promptly sent to
repair a shroud or stay, will frequently save a mast;
and a manceuvre, the success of which may decide
the fate of a_battle, often depends upon alacrity in
splicing the old, or in reeving the new running-rigging.

The number of commissioned officers and masters,
belonging to the british navy at the commencement
of the year 1801, including among the flag-officers
all that were promoted on the 1st of January, in
consequence of the union of Great Britain and Ire-
land, as established by act of parliament on that day,
was,

Admirals . . . . . . . . 46
Vice-admirals . . . . . . 39
Rear-admirals . . . . . . 59
»  superannuated 29
Post-captains . . . . . . bl6
» » 18
Commanders, or sloop-captains 391
Lieutenants . . . . . . ,2135 -
s retired, with rank of
commanders 48
Masters . . . . . . bl17

and the number of seamen and marines, voted for °
the service of that year, was 120000 for the first
three lunar months, and 135000 for the remaining
ten® .

Although no dutch navy existed capable of giving norn.
alarm toutghe British, Holland’s northern neigh%loursg,‘ z?.:

with Russia at their head, confederated together, to deracy.
# See Appendix, No, 10.
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danish minister, count Bernstorff; and a convention 1801.
was mutually signed, agreeing that the Freya and
convoy should be repaired at english expense, and
then released ; that the right of the British to search
convoys should be discussed at a future day in
London ; that danish vessels should only sail under
convoy in the Mediterranean, to protect them from
the Algerines, and should be searchable as formerly;
and that the convention should be ratified by the
two courts in three weeks.
Russia, although the ally of England, took offence y,,;.
at the attack upon the Freya, and particularly at the lity of
e through the Sound of a british squadron, Ru=i*
e Erst overt act of the emperor Paul’s displea-
sure, was to sequester all british property in his
dominions ; the next, was to place his army and
navy hgon a war-establishment. On the 22d of
September, however, about three weeks after it had
been ordered, the sequestration was taken off. But
on the 5th of November, the news of the capture of
Malta having excited fresh anger in the breast of
the emperor, an embargo was again laid on all the
british shipping in the ports of Russia, amounting, at ,, .4
this time, to a%out 200 sail. This was followed, in Neu-
December, by a convention between Russia and “*'*
Sweden, agreeing to the reestablishment of an
armed neutrality between those powers. Denmark,
also, at the instigation of the first of these powers,
and of Prussia, was induced to join the confederacy. pycn,
The menacing attitude thus assumed by the three
principal northern powers requirinﬁ to be met in a
corresponding way by England, the latter, on the
12th of March, despatched from Yarmouth roads,
under the commandp of admiral sir Hyde Parker, in
the London 98, with vice-admiral lord Nelson in the
St.-George 98, as his second, a fleet of 15, after-
wards augmented to 18, sail of the line, with as many
frigates, sloops, bombs, fire-ships, and smaller ves-
_sels, as made the whole amount to about 53 sail : on
board a division of which fleet had embarked, the
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the honourable Nicholas Vansittart, with full powers 1801.
to treat, had, about a fortnight previous to the Maveb,
sailing of the fleet, departed for Copenhagen in the
32-gun frigate Blanche, captain Grabam Eden Ha-
mond. Adverse winds kept the british fleet from
reaching the Naze of Norway until the 18th; and
still heavier gales, during the two succeeding days,
scattered the vessels, especially the small-craft, in
all directions, To collect these, the admiral, on the
21st, anchored at the entrance of the’'Sound, within
sight of Koll point on the swedish shore. Some of
the smaller vessels were unable to rejoin; and the
Blazer gun-brig was driven under the swedish fort
of Warberg, and there captured. In the height of
tbe bad weather the 74-gun ship Russel parted
company, by signal, to take the Tickler gun-brig in
tow; and, during the dark and hazy night that en-
sued, was only saved from being wrecked herself,
by the great exertions of her officers and crew.

On the 23d the Blanche returned to the fleet,
having on board, along with Mr. Vansittart, Mr.
Drummond, the british chargé d’affaires at Copen-
hagen ; and from the danish government, instead of
a reply of conciliation, came, as was to be expected,
one oly open defiance. Much valuable time had thus
been lost, and the Danes were taking advantage of
it in strengthening their means of defence ; the for-
wmidable appearance of which had already excited
the surprise of the british envoy.

The pilots, who, not having to share the honours,
felt it to be their interest to magnify the dangers, of
the expedition, occasioned a few more days to be
dissipated in inactivity. In the course of these ad-
miral Parker sent a flag of truce to the governor of
Elsineur, to inquire iﬁe meant to oppose the pas-

of the fleet through the Sound. Governor
Stricker replied, that the guns of Cronenburg castle
would certainly be fired at any british ships of war
that approached. At length, at 6 A. . on the 30th,
the british fleet got under way, and, with a fine
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the enemy’s defences. They were soon ascertained 1801.
to be of the most formidable description. This led, ;o
in the evening, to a council of war: at which, as
usual, much was urged to forego, or at least delay
the attack ; but lord Nelson prevailed, and offered,
with 10 sail of the line and all the small-craft, to
carry the business through in a proper manner.

Admiral Parker, to his credit, cheerfully accepted
the offer, and granted to his enterprising second
two sail of the line more than he had asked ; that is,
two 50-gun ships, which, in these northern parts, are
considered as of the line, partly because of their
light draught of water as two-decked ships, and
partly because a similar description of vessel is usu-
ally to be found in the opposite line. The detach-
ment thus intrusted to vice-admiral lord Nelson, by
the time the whole had joined, consisted of the -

gun-ship

- vice-adm. (b.) lord Nelson, K. B.
Elephant ... .. captain Thomas Foley.
rear-adm. (w.) Thomas Graves,
Defiance ...... captain Richard Retalick.

74{ Edgar ........ » George Murray.
Monarch ...... , James Robert Mosse.
Bellona ...... »»  8ir Thos. Boulden Thompson.
Ganges........ s  Thos. Francis Fremantle.

. | Russel ........ »  William Cuming.
Agamemnon .. ,»  Robert Devereux Fancourt.
Ardent........ ,» Thomas Bertie.
Polyphemus .. ,» John Lawford.

54 Glatton ...... »  William Bligh.

50 Isis .......... ,» James Walker.

~frig.

mss 8'Amazon ceeeee » Henry Riou.

36 Désirée ...... »» Henry Inman.

Blanche ...... ,» Graham Eden Hamond.

32 Alcmene ...... ss  Samuel Sutton, .

24 Jamaica ...... 5 Jonas Rose.

ol Arrow ....... . 5  William Bolton.
sh.slps. {Dart. ........ 5» John Ferris Devonshire.

Cruiser........ ,, James Brisbane.

br.slps. {Harpy ........ ., William Birchall.

Bomb-vessels, Discovery, Explosion, Hecla, Sulphur, Terror,
Volcano, and Zebra.

Fire-ships, Otter and Zephyr.

Gun-brigs, cutters, &c.
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The force at Copenhagen was not the only ob-

Maren, Stacle to be surmounted; the approach to it was

April.

by a channel extremely intricate, and little known.

oincrease the difficulty of navigating it, the Danes,
very judiciously, had removed or misplaced the
buoys. On the same night, therefore, on which sir
Hyde had come to the happy decision of intrustins
the affair to lord Nelson, the latter, accompanie
among others by captain Brisbane of the Cruiser,
proceeded in his boat to ascertain and rebuoy the
outer channel, a narrow passage lying between
the island of Saltholm and the Middle Ground. This
was a very difficult, as well as a very fati uini duty,
and the vice-admiral rejoiced greatly when he had
accomplished it. An attack from the northward was
at first meditated ; but a second examination of the
danish position on the 31st, and a favourable change
of wind, determined the vice-admiral to commence
his operations from the southward. .

On the morning of the 1st of April the british
fleet weighed, am% shortly afterwards reanchored off
the north-western extremity of the Middle Ground,
a shoal which extends along the whole sea-front of
the city of Copenhagen, %eaving an intervening
channel of deep water, called the Konig-stiefe, or
King’s Channel, about three quarters of a mile wide;
and in which channel, close to the town, the Danes
had moored their block-ships, radeaus, prames, and
gun-vessels. The distance of the anchorage from
the city of Copenhagen was about six miles. In the
course of the forenoon lord Nelson, embarking on
board the Amazon, along with some chosen friends,
reconnoitred, for the last time, the position he was
about to attack; and, soon after his return at 1. u,
the signal to weigh appeared at the Elephant’s mast-
head: a signal, which was received by the dif-
ferent ships’ companies with a shout that must have
been heard at a considerable distance, Immediately
afterwards the vice-admiral’s squadron, amounting
in the whole to 36 sail of square-rigged vessels,
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t under way and set sail, in two divisions, with a 1801.
ght but favourable wind ; leaving admiral Parker 7,
at anchor with the

gun-ship admiral (b.) sir Hyde Parker.
London ........ captain William Domett.

98 » Robert Waller Otway.
St.-George ...... »  Thos. Masterman Hardy.
Warrior ........ » Charles Tyler.

7 Defence ........ 5 lord Henry Paulet.

Saturn .......... ,» Robert Lambert.
Ramillies ...... »» Jas. William Taylor Dixon.

64 Raisonable ...... »» John Dilkes.

Veteran ........ »  Arch. Collingw. Dickson.

The ships of lord Nelson’s detachment, pre-
ceded by the Amazon, entered the Upper Channel;
coasting along the edge of the right-hand shoal or
Middle Ground, until they had reached and partly
rounded its southern extremity. Here, off Draco
point, at about 8 p. m,, just as it grew dark, the de-
tachment dropped anchor; and the north-western-
most british ship was then distant about two miles
from the southernmost ship of the danish line.

The same north-westerly wind, which had blown
so fair for passing along the outer channel, was now
as foul for advancing by the inner one. This, how-
ever, occasioned no delay; for, in so difficult a na-
vigation, daylight was fully as indispensable as a fair
wind. Part of this night, as many others had been,
was passed in active service. Captain Hardy pro-
ceeded in a small boat, to examine the channel be-
tween the british anchorage and the danish line, and
actually approached near enough to sound round
the first ship of the latter; using a pole, lest the
noise of throwing the lead should lead to a discovery.
On his return, at about 11 p. m., captain Hardy went
on board the Elephant, and re?orted the depth of
water up to the danish line. This assurance of the

racticability of the channel was gratifying news to
ord Nelson, and prevented him from sleeping during
the remainder of the night.

‘We will now endeavourzto give a description of

H
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the formidable force, which was to be the object of the
morning’s attack. It consisted of two-decked ships,
chiefly old and in a dismantled state, frigates, prames,
and radeaus, mounting altogether 628 guns, as par-
ticularized in the following table : '

Guns.
Name, .. Description of Vessel.

old three-decker cut down, dismantled
cONdemned .....o seeriieieiietiiiiancnes soeee '
cove old two-decker; quarterdeck cut down, cond. |
+e. prame for the transport of cavalry, with |
andaails ..ooii.iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiranieiiieniee '
................ ditto.ciciieriiiinitniocinniainas
...... two-decker cond. ; without poop or masts..
floating battery, with masts .......co0 oo
old cond. frigate; cut down and dismantled ..
..... A battery like the Suersishen ..............
. two-decker, cut down and
repeating vessel, rigged .......coiiiniinn
Without Masts......civeeene cavnvsnsaocas
cavalry transport, without masts

« . two-decker candemned and unrigged
condemned indiaman ......oivieiieiitnciiinees

. ndosforethen  old cond. two-decker, cut down and

These 18 vessels were moored in a line from a
mile to a mile and a half in extent; flanked at the
north end, or that nearest the town, by two artificial
or pile-formed islands, called the Trekroner bat-
teries, one of thirty 24, the other of thirty-eight 36

unders, with furnaces for heating shot; and both
of which batteries were commanded by the two two-
decked block-ships Mars and Elephanten.

The entrance into the harbour and docks, which
latter lie in the heart of the city, was protected by
a chain thrown across it; also by some batteries on
the northern shore, and particularly by the Tre-
kroner or Crown batteries already described. In
addition to this, the two 74-gun ships Dannemark
and Trekroner, a 40-gun frigate, two 18-gun brigs,

* B.S. stands for block-ship, Pr. for prame, and Rad. for radeas.
+ For the mode of equalizing the danish and english calibers,
see vol.i. p. 60.
"¢ Believed to be exclusive of soldiers and artillerymen,
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and several armed xebecs, with furnaces for heating 1801
shot, lay moored in advantageous positions off the api.
barbour’s mouth. Along the shore of Amag island,
a little to the southward of the floating line of de-
fence, were several gun and mortar batteries; thus
making the whole line of defence, in front of Copen-
hagen, cover an extent of between three and four
I:if:& The danish naval commanding officer was
commodore Olfert Fischer, who had his broad pen-
dant on board the Dannebrog 62; nor was there a
want of men, bLoth skilful and brave, to work the
danish guns either afloat or on shore. One spirit,
indeed, seemed to animate all Denmark, and that
was to repel the invaders by every possible means.
The day of the 2d of April opened, as the British
had hoped it would, with a favourable or south-east-
erly wind. The signal for all captains on board the
flag-ship was hoisted almost as soon as it could be
seen ; and at 8 a. m. the several captains were made
acquainted with the stations assigned them. As cir-
cumstances, which will be mentioned in their place,
prevented the plan’s being strictly followed, it may
suffice to state, that all the line-of-battle ships were
to anchor by the sternabreast of the different vessels
composing the enemy’s line, and for which purpose
they had already prepared themselves with cables out
of their stern-ports. The Amazon,Blanche, Alcméne,
Arrow, and Bart, with the two fire-ships, placed
under the immediate directions of captain ﬁiou, were
to cooperate in the attack upon the ships stationed
at the harbour’s mouth, and to act otherwise as cir-
cumstances might require. The bomb-vessels were
to station themselves outside the british line, so as
to throw their shells over it; and the Jamaica, with
the brigs and gun-vessels, was to take a position for
raking the southern extremitly of the danish line. A
similar station was assigned to the Désirée. It was
also intended that the 49th regiment, under colonel
Stewart, and 500 seamen, under captain Fremantle

of the Ganges, should storm the principal of the Tre-
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1801. kroner batteries, the instant that the cannonade from
apri, the ships had silenced its fire.

At 9 a. m. the pilots and several of the masters
were ordered on board the Elephant. Their hesi-
tation and indecision, about the bearings of the
shoal and the line of deep water, might well provoke
a more patient man than lord Nelson. At 9h. 30 m.
A. M., however, the signal was made to weigh in
succession. The Edgar led. The Agamemnon was
to have followed ; but, having anchored rather out-
side, than off, the end of the great shoal, she could
not weather it, and was obliged again to bring up, in
six fathoms’ water. Here the current was so strong
against her, that, although the ship afterwards re-
weighed, and continued for a long time to warp with
the stream and kedge anchors, the Agamemnon
was compelled a second time to bring up, nearly in
the spot from which she had last weighed. 1In the
mean time the Polyphemus, by signal, had followed
the Edgar; and the Isis steered after the former.
Owing to the unskilfulness or unsteadiness of her
master, Mr. Alexander Briarly, who had undertaken
the office of pilot, the Bellona, in spite of a fair wind
and ample room, hugged the Middle Ground too
closely, and grounded abreast of, and about 450
yards distant from, the rear of the danish line. Fol-
lowing closely, the Russel also grounded, with her
jib-boom almost over the Bellona’s taffrail.

In compliance with the wish of the pilots, each
ship had been ordered to pass her leader on the
starboard side, from a supposition that the water
shoaled on the larboard shore; whereas captain
Hardy had proved, that the water kept deepening
all the way to the enemy’s line. he Elephant
was next to the Russel ; and lord Nelson, as soon
as he perceived the state of that ship and the Bel-
lona, ordered the helm to be put a-starboard, and
passed o the westward, or along the larboard beam,
of those ships; as, very fortunately, did all the ships
astern of the Elephant.
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At the same moment that lord Nelson’s detach- 1801.
ment weighed, admiral Parker’s eight ships did the :;ﬁ'
same; and the latter took up a new position some-
what nearer to the mouth of the harbour, but still
at too great a distance to do more than menace the
north wing of defence. A nearer approach, indeed,
with both wind and current against the ships, was
impracticable ; in sufficient time, at least, to render
any active service in the engagement.

At 10 a. m. the cannonade commenced ; and, for
nearly half an hour, the principal british ships en-

ed were the Polyphemus, Isis, Edgar, Ardent,
and Monarch. Atabout 11 h. 30 m. a. M. the Glat-
ton, Elephant, Ganges, and Defiance, got to their
stations ; as did several of the frigates and smaller
vessels, and the action became.general. The Dé-
sirée was of great service in raking the Provesteen,
and drawing off a part of her heavy fire from the Po-
lyphemus and Isis; particularly from the latter, who
bore the brunt of it, as her heavy loss will presently
show. Owing to the strength of the current, the
Jamaica, with the gun-vessels, could not get near
enough to be of any service in the action; nor were
the bomb-vessels able to execute much. The ab-
sence of the Russel, Bellona, and Agamemnon, oc-
casioned several of the british ships to have a greater
share of the enemy’s fire, than had been allotted to
them, or than they were well able to bear. Among
the many sufferers on this account, was the Amazon
who, along with the four other ships intrusted to
captain Riou, bad most gallantly ta[l)(en a position
(the three frigates in particular) right against the
Trekroner batteries.

At the end of a three hours’ cannonade, few if any
of the danish block-ships, prames, or radeaus, had
ceased firing; nor could the contest be said to have
taken, on either side, a decisive turn. It was at
this time that, in consequence, as is understood, of
the pressing solicitations of the captain of the fleet,
founded upon information received a full hour before
that signnfs of distress were at the mast-heads of












LORD NELSON AT COPENHAGEN. 107

tant-general, was again sent with the reply ; and the 1801
latter was referred to the commander in chief for a apn.
final adjustment of the terms.

This opportunity was taken proper advantage of,
and the leading british ships, all of whom were much
crippled in their rigging and sails, weighed or slipped
in succession. The Monarch led the way, and touched
apon the shoal; but the Ganges, taking her amidships,
pushed her overit. The Glatton, drawing less water,
passed clear; but the Defiance and Elephant
grounded about a mile from the Trekroner; and,
in spite of the exertions of their active crews, there
remained fixed for many hours. The Désirée, also,
at the opposite end of the line, having gone to as-
sist the Igellona, became fast on the same shoal as
the latter. The Bellona, however, was soon got
afloat by resources of her own. An experienced
quartermaster, observing the Isis in the act of
slipping, suggested to the first lieutenant, that, if a
boat were sent to pick up that ship’s cable, they
might haul off by it. The hint was taken, and the
Bellona quickly freed herself from the shoal.

Soon after the Elephant had grounded, lord Nel-
son quitted her, and followed the danish adjutant-

neral to the London. While the conference is
Eglding, we will proceed to show, as well as we are
able, at what expense England had brought Denmark
to so subdued a tone. Taking the ships in the order
in which they stand inalist at a subsequent page, the
Désirée had one lieutenant (Andrew Kiung) and three
‘seamen wounded; the Russel, five seamen and one
marine wounded; the Bellona, nine seamen and two
private marines killed, and her captain, (leg ampu-
tated,) two lieutenants, (Thomas Southey and Tho-
mas Wilks,) one master’s mate, (James Emmerton,)
four midshipmen, (John Anderson, Edward Daubenny,
William Sitford, and William Figg,) 48 seamen, 10

ivate marines, one captain (Alexander Sharp)and
g:le privates of foot wounded: the greater part of this
loss, unfortunately, arose from the bursting of two
of her lowerdeck guns, owing, as is understood, to
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wounded ; the Defiance, one lieutenant, (George 1801

Gray,) one pilot, 17 seamen, 3 privates of marines, 5.

two privates of foot killed, her boatswain,
one midshipman, (James Gallaway,) one captain’s
clerk, one pilot, 35 seamen, five privates of marines,
and seven privates of foot wounded; the Amazon,
her captain, one midshipman, (honourable George
Tucket,) one captain’s clerk, (Joseph Rose,) 10 sea-
men, and one marine killed, two master’s mates,
(James Harry and Philip Horn,) 16 seamen, and
five marines wounded ; the Blanche, six seamen and
one marine killed, and seven seamen and two ma-
rines wounded ; the Alcmeéne, five seamen Kkilled,
and one lieutenant, (Henry Baker,) her boatswain,

(Charles Church,) one master’s mate, (George
Augustus Spearing,) one pilot, 12 seamen, one lieu-
tenant and two privates of marines wounded; and
the Dart, her first lieutenant (Richard Edward Sandys)
and two seamen killed, and one seaman wounded :
making, including among the killed the one missing
in the Ganges, a total of 255 killed, and 688
wounded.

Thus say the official returns; but it would appear
that these take no notice of the slightly wounded.
As one instance, the Ardent, besides her 64 in the
returns, had 40 wounded who were able to go to
quarters. The whole of the slightly wounded, ac-
cording to the testimony of officers in the fleet, would
have swelled the wounded total to at least 950, and
the total of killed and wounded to upwards of 1200.
More than half of the wounded, enumerated in the
returns, are also represented to have died of their
wounds. If this be correct, the loss may be stated
thus : killed and mortally wounded 350; recoverably
and slightly wounded 850.

- Even the smallest in amount, of the two returns of
loss here given, could only have resulted from good
and steady firing; and, truly, the british ships dis-

ed the marks of it in their hulls, lower shrouds,
and lower masts, rather than, as on most other occa-
sions, in their upper masts, runuing rigging, and sails,
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surviving first lieutenant, of each british ship engaged, 1801
(S
have also been added : April.
DaMISH. How disposed of. LOSS:  Fin Liewtenants.
King.
Bateman.
Delafons.
sod burnt, havi
OVeMSED - forsaken when the g::n?‘ mus .. Hodder.
'%‘ o useless.
msburg .. Driven on the shoals, and Tinkler.
" by the British.
m esee  Eacaped; afterwards sank. . ‘ Johnson.
mf‘""‘“ - and burnt by the ‘ .
sjen ..... o ott.
anmebrog .. Caught fire, and blew up

the action.
lwea ......
renier’s ‘" Escaped.

ggertans .. Ditto, and afterwafds sank.

waland ... Drive’n under the Trekroner bat- Wilkinson.
Sobesten

Holstein

Brown Tom.

tery, and taken;
burnt.

and afterwards burnt. : Morce.
+eeo Ditto; put in sailing ‘
and carried away. 'ohn Yelland.
Indosforethen  Ditto, and afterwards burnt.
Hiclpern .. ..  Escaped. Mudie.
Ore Masefield.
' ) M'Culloch.
Rt. Wallace Dunlop.
Hawkes.

Although, as, without reckoning the two prames
which sank inshoal water while escaping and were pro-
bably recovered, the British had captured or destroy-
ed lg out of the 18 floating-batteries that formed the
danish line to the southward of the Trekroner islands,
the victory was to them ; yet the Danes, viewing
lord Nelson's message to the crown prince as the first
overture to a cessation of hostilities, solaced themn-
selves with the belief, that the affair, at the most,
could only be considered as a drawnbattle. What-
ever name the contest went by, it fully succeeded,
as we shall ﬁtl-esently have to show, in attaining the
object for which it had been commenced.
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adjacent batteries on Amag island, and the Jamaica 1801.
and the little fry with her, we have five 74-gun NG
ships, two 64s, one 54, one 50, and one 36-gun fri-
5::0, to a:(i)pose to the 18 block-ships, prames, ra-

us, “other vessels, which have already been
named. Taking the danish guns from the danish
accounts, we submit the following statement as not
materially incorrect.

BRITISH. DANISH.
guns. No. No. guns. No. No.
32 pounders .. 140 © 36 pounders .. 48
u , ... 74 4 , .... 3860
18 ,, .... 192 18 , .... 70
JdA2 .. 22 o1, ... 98
9 , ....114 8 , ... 52
6 » e oo 6
— 548 -— 628
Carronades. Carronades.
68 -, .....9%28
42 ,, ... 26
32 3  seeas 54 None apparently.
4 , ..... -8
18 , ..... 36
—_ 152
Total.... 700 Total.... 628

This, although something less than a ¢ two-to-one”
superiority, is sufficient to entitle commodore Fischer,
and the brave officers and men under his command,
to great credit for the obstinate defence they made.
As an instance of individual courage and devotion
on the part of the Danes, and of most noble feeling
on the part of lord Nelson, we transcribe from the
pages of a respectable periodical work the following
anecdote : “ During the repast (at the palace) lord
Nelson spoke in raptures of the bravery of the Danes,
and particularly requested the prince to introduce
him to a very young officer, whom he described as
having performed wonders during the battle, by at-
tacking his own ship immediately under her lower
guns. It proved to be the gallant young Welmoes,
a stripling of seventeen. The british hero embraced
him with the enthusiasm of a brother, and delicately

VOL. 11I, 1
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tions; but the letter-press tells us, that those ships 1801.
were “ much expose(r to the fire'of the' Crown bat- sy
teries;”* which Crown batteries, as rightly laid dowf
in the same plan, are to the northward of the north-
ern extremity of the danish line, or perhaps about
two miles and a half from the nearest of the two
grounded ships, the Bellona. The fact is, neither
ship received or could receive a shot from the
Trekrouner, although they both received several
from the Wagner and Provesteen; and a danish
36-pound shot, from one of the batteries on Amag
island, went through the heart of the Bellona’s main-
mast. ;

In almost all the published unofficial accounts, a
mistatement also occurs respecting the Agamemnon.
Lord Nelson in his letter says: “ The Agamemnon
could not weather the shoal of the middle and was
obliged to anchor;”+ but captain Brenton tells us,
that “ the Agamemnon grounded on the starboard
quarter of the Bellona,” and Mr. Southey (but who,
by the by, is very poor authorily in naval matters)
declares that she was “ immovably aground.”}

The night of the 2d of April was employed by the
British in bringing out their shattered prizes, and in
floating their grounded ships. By the morning of
the 3d the whole of the latter, except the Désirée,
were got off. During the five days that the nego-
tiation was pending, all the prizes, except the 60-gun
ship Holstein, were set on fire and destroyed. The

nerality of these were not worth carrying away ;
E:t sir Hyde’s reason for extending the order to the
Zealand, a much larger and finer ship than the Hol-
stein, is not very clear.

On the 9th, after some altercation as to the dara- ﬁ;‘"'
tion of the armistice, one was agreed upon for 14 with
weeks; and Denmark engaged to suspend all pro- Den
ceedings under the treaty of armed neutrality,
which she had entered into with Sweden and Russia.

* Brenton, vol i. p. 545. 1 Ibid. p. 542.
$ Southey’s Life of Nelson, voé. if. p. 118.
1
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ment of Mr. Briarly, of the Bellona, whose local ex- 180I.
grience was verg great, succeeded in passing the apri,

rounds, was ready to follow sir Hyde; but a contrarg
wind detained her. On the following evening lor
Nelson received intelligence from the admiral, of the
swedish fleet’s having been seen by one of his look-
out frigates. Instantly he quitted the St.-George,
and, embarking in a six-oared cutter, along with Mr.
Briarly, set off to join the admiral, although the latter
was at a distance of 24 miles, in the very teeth of
the wind and current. “ The moment he received Anec-
the account,” says Mr. Briarly, ¢ he ordered a boat 10rd
to be manned, and, without even waiting for a boat. Nelsoe:
cloak, (though you must suppose the weather pretty
sharp here at this season oF the year,) and having to
row about 24 miles with the wind and current against
him, jomped into her, and ordered me to go with him,
I having been on board that ship (the St.-George)
to remain till she had got over the Grounds. All
I bad ever seen or heard of him could not half so
clearly prove to me the singular and unbounded zeal
of this truly great man. His anxiety in the boat for
pearly six hours, lest the fleet should have sailed be-
fore he got on board one of them, and lest we should
pot catcﬁ the swedish squadron, is beyond all con-
ception. I will quote some expressions in his own
words. 1t was extremely cold, and I wished him to
Put on a great coat of mine which was in the boat:

No, I am not cold ; my anxiety for my country will
keep me warm. Do you think the fleet has sailed ?
‘ Iesll)muld suppose not, my lord’ ¢If they have, we
will follow them to Carlscrona in the boat, by
God I’” The distance to which place, Mr. Briarl

s on to state, was about 50 leagues. At midy-

pight lord Nelson reached the Elephant; and Mr.
Briarly returned to the St.-George, to conduct her
to Kioge bay.

On the 23d a lugger joined the feet, then not far
from Carlscrona on its way to the gulf of Finland,
with despatches from count Van der Paklen, the
russian ambassador at Copenhagen, containing over-
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On the 6th of June, after having been at anchor !801.
some days off Rostock, lord Nelson returned to oy
Kioge bay, and on the 13th received the sanction of
the admiralty to an application which, on account of
the bad state of his health, he had made to re-
turn to England. On the 17th or 18th vice-ad- Amival
miral Charles Morice Pole, in the 32-gun frigate jepare-
Zolus, arrived to take the command ; and on the ure°f
19th lord Nelson quitted the Baltic in the Kite brig. admiral
Vice-admiral Pole remained on the station until the Fo'*:
latter end of July; when, there being no longer any
occasion for so powerful a fleet in the Baltic, he was
ordered home. Although his command had been
short and pacific, vice-admiral Pole found means to
increase the high opinion that his predecessor had
gained for the british navy in these inland seas, by
carrying safely through the intricate channel of the
Great gelt, against an adverse wind, a fleet of line-
of-battle ships, two of which were three-deckers.

For the successful result of the Copenhagen bat-
tle, and the gallantry displayed in it by lord Nelson
and his associates, the thanks of both houses of par-
liament were voted to the admirals, captains, officers,
and men of sir Hyde Parker’s fleet. Owing to some

litical considerations, having reference, we believe,
to the ties that existed between the crowned heads
of England and Denmark, ‘the only mark of royal
approbation bestowed upon the conquerors was the
investment of rear-admiral Graves with the order of
the bath. This infraction of the usual custom did
not, however, extend to the promotion of the junior
class of officers, all the lieutenants of the ships
engaged, and perhaps a few others, being made
commanders, and captains Devonshire, Brisbane, and
Birchall, post-captains.

BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS.

The continental war having ceased, by a treaty of
peace concluded at Luneville on the 9th of February






INVASION-FLOTILLA. 121

be made, and which the French, informed by their 1801.
secret intelligence that an attack would be made, v, .
bad recently been fortifying with great care.

On the 4th the english bomb-vessels threw their Lord
shells amidst the french flotilla, consisting of 24 u Bou-
brigs, lugger-rigged flats, and a schooner, moored lose-
in a line in front of the town. The effect of the
bombardment was, by the english account, the sink-

i% of three flats and a brig, and the driving of seve-

others on shore; but the French declare that
only two gun-boats were slightly damaged, and that
not a man was hurt on board the flotilla. Nor did
the British sustain any greater loss, than one captain
of artillery and two seamen wounded by the bursting
of a french shell.

On the night of the 15th of August lord Nelson
despatched the armed boats of his squadron, formed
into four divisions, under the respective commands
of captains Philip Somerville, Edward Thornborough
Parker, Isaac Cotgrave, and Robert Jones, and
accompanied by a division of mortar-boats, under
captain John Conn, to attempt to bring off the french
flotilla, which had been much strengthened since the
last attack. At about 11 h. 30 m. p. . the boats put
off from the Medusa, in the most perfect order; Eut
the darkness of the night, coopetating with the tide
and half-tide, separated the divisions.

The first division, under captain Somerville, on
getting near to the shore, was carried by the current
considerably to the eastward of Boulogne bay.
Finding it impracticable to reach the french flotilla °
in the order prescribed, captain Somerville ordered
the boats to cast each other off and make the best
of their way. By this means, at a little before the
dawn of day on the 16th, some. of the leading boats
got up to and attacked a brig, lying close to the
pier-head ; and, after a sharp contest, carried the
vessel, but were prevented from towing her off, owing
to herbeing secured with a chain, and owing to a heavy
fire of musketry and grape-shot, opened as well from
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Mr. Richard Wilkinson, commander of the Grey. 1801
hound revenue cutter, 30 seamen, and six marines Ty
wounded ; total, 21 killed and 42 wounded. .

The third division, under captain Cotgrave, dis
played the same gallantry, and experienced nearly
the same opposition, as the two others had done;
and was equally compelled to retire without effect.
ing the object. The loss of this division amounted
to one midshipman (Mr. Berry) and four seamen
killed, one gunner, 23 seamen, and five marines
wounded ; total, five killed and 29 wounded. The
fourth division of boats, under captain Jones, not
being able owing to the rapidity of the tide to get
to the westward of any part of the enemy’s line, put
back to the squadron.

The French say they captured four of the english
boats, and ran down several others; and that their
loss amounted to only 10 men killed and 30 wounded :
whereas that of the British amounted altogether to
44 killed, and 126 wounded. Of course the French
boasted, and certainly not without reason, of the
successful opposition they had made to the perse-
vering assaults of the British.

The appellation of gun-brig, and of flat or raft,
eonvey, without. some explanation, a very imperfect
idea of the description of vessels of which the Bou-
logne flotilla was composed. The brigs were ves-
szﬁn of from 200 to 250 tons, armed with from four
to eight heavy long guns, generally 24°and 18 pound-
ers, and in some instances, 36-pounders. The ac-
count of a comparatively small lugger-flat, taken at
Havre in the early part of the present year, may
suffice for the generality of those at Boulogne. This
flat drew but three and a half feet water, had very
stout bulwarks, and carried 30 men in crew, besides
150 soldiers ; she was armed with one 13-inch mor-
tar, one long 24-pounder, and four swivels, and had
also abundance of small-arms.

This was the last affair with the invasion-flotilla,
except a spirited little boat-attack performed in the
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b{ the vigilance of british cruisers: even the offer 1801

of large rewards to the equippers of merchant ves-

sels or privateers, that o d first reach a port of Eeyr-
ypt with provisions and military stores, served army.
ly to augment the number and enhance the value

of lord Keith’s prizes.

Hitherto the efforts to relieve the egyptian army
bad been confined to such frigates and smaller ves-
sels, as might be able to escape from Toulon or
some other french Mediterranean port; but, no
sooner did the first-consul learn the real destination
of the army under general Abercromby, than he
contemplated the forwarding of a reinforcement
upon a grander scale. That reinforcement was to
consist of seven two-deckers, the élite of the Brest
fleet, having on board 5000 troops under the com-
mand of general Sahuguet.

The officer intrusted with the charge of this se-
cret and hazardous mission was one of the ablest at
this time belonging to the republic, rear-admiral
Ganteaume; and the following were the ships of
which his squadron was composed :

gun-ship
divisible rear-adm. Honoré Ganteaume.
). . T captain Antoine-Louis Gourdon.
Indomptable .... commod. Moncousu.
ormidable . ..... captain Joseph Allary.
Desaix .......... commod. Jean-Anne Christy-Pallidre.
74 Constitution .... captain Gilbert-Amable Faure.
Jean-Bart ...... »  Francois-Jacques Meynne.,
Dix-Aotlit ...... » Jacques Bergeret.
gun-frig.
40 Créole.......... »  Pierre-Paul Gourrege. .
36 Bravoure........ »  Louis-Auguste Dordelin,

Lugger, Vautour.

On the 7th of January this squadron sailed from
Brest,.and anchored in the road of Bertheaume; and
about the same time, in order to draw the attention
of the british cruisers in a different direction, the
french ships at anchor in the minor ports of the
Channel and bay of Biscay made demonstrations of

Jan.
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a little time the line-of-battle ship, hauling u in, 1801
steered to rejoin her squadron; while the raavg(‘)auré "}:’,"
continued bearing away in chase of the Concorde.
As soon as she had reached what was considered to
be a distance of about six miles from the french
squadron, the Concorde hove to, and, by the usual
mode of signalling, presently convinced Kerself that
the ship in chase of her was not a friend.

After a mutual hail, an order to strike to a french
frigate, and a volley of musketry, the Bravoure
ranged up on the Concorde’s lee side, and gave and
returned a heavy fire; until, passing on, she shot so
far ahead as to bring the Concorde on her larboard
quarter. In this position the latter kept her oppo-
nent warmly and closely engaged, for about half
an hour; when the fire of the Bravoure ceased, and
almost at the same instant one of her boats and some
other wreck fell from her sternand larboard quarter.
Captdin Barton now concluded that his antagonist,
having discontinued the action, had surrendered ;
but presently the Bravoure was observed making
sail, and soon stood away before the wind. The
damaged state of the Concorde’s rumning rigging
delayed her in chasing; and, at 3 A. M. on the 28th,
she lost sight of the Bravoure. At daylight, how-
ever, the Concorde again discovered the french fri-
gate; but the appearance of the latter’s squadron
to-windward compelled captain Barton, not only to
relinquish the pursuit of the Bravoure, but to attend
to the safety of the Concorde.

The latter’s loss in the action, out of a crew on
board of not more than 224 men and boys, amounted
to four men killed and 19 wounded, one of them mor
tally. The loss on board the Bravoure, out of a com-
plement of about 320 men and boys, is officially stated
to have been 10 men killed, including her third lieu-
tenant and pilot, and 24 wounded, including her
captain, who had the misfortune to have half his
hand carried away by a grape-shot. ~

The guns of the Concorde have already appeared ;
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frégate to a capitaine de vaisseaux; but the first- 1801
consul appears to have seen further into the business e
than M. Ganteaume, and did not promote the Bra-
voure’s captain to that rank until two years and
eight months (September 24, 1803) had elapsed
since the date of the action upon the merits of which

M. Dordelin founded his pretensions.

After this exploit by one of his squadron, commo- Csp-
dore Moncousu pursued his way towards the Straits; the 1o
and on the 30th, off Cape Spartel, the first appointed cesdi-
rendezvous, effected his junction with rear-admiral
Ganteaume ; who, on the preceding evening, after
a long chase, had captured the british ship-sloop, or
fire-ship, Incendiary, captain Richard DalFl’i‘ng Dunn.
Imitating the example of some british admirals and
captains, M. Ganteaume described his prize as “ of,”
when he should have said * pierced for,” 28 guns.
The Incendiary, we believe, mounted only sixteen
18-pounder carronades; but the Spitfire, and ene or:
two others of the Incendiary’s class, were established
with 24 guns, for which, by opening their maindeck
ports, they had ample rooin.

After destroying his prize, rear-admiral Gan-
teaume stood towards the Straits; and, on the
morning of the 9th of February, passed through
them into the Mediterranean under a press of sail.
The only sea-going ship at this time at Gibraltar,
the 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Success, captain
Shuldbam Peard, immediately weighed and steered
after the french squadron. Having no doubt that
M. Ganteaume’s destination was Egypt, captain Peard
intended, if he could, to pass him on the passage and
apprize lord Keith of his expected arrival. Onthe 10th,
in the morning, the Success came up with the french
ships off Cape de Gata, where the second rendezvous
had been appointed, and passed them in the night.
During the whole of the 11th and 12th, owing chiefly
to light and variable winds, the french squadron
kept sight of the Success. Soon after dark the wind
began to blow fresh from the southward ; and, as

VOL. III, K






SQUADRONS IN SEARCH OF M. GANTRAUME. 131

K;rmit of M. Ganteaume: not, however, to the 1801.
editerranean, but, owing to a lack of. information 3G,
on the subject, to the West Indies.

Nothing can afford a stronger proof of the national
confidence, as well as fairness, in naval warfare,
than the sending in pursuit of an enemy’s squadron
a british squadron of the same numerical force ; but
we cannot help asking, what was the use of select-
ing six of the fastest two-deckers from the Channel
fleet, when the flag-officer in command of them was
to take his passage in a three-decker? The ques-
tion of force offers no obstacle, for both the Caesar
and the Malta were fully equal to the Prince-of-
Wales. 'The total number of three-deckers pos-
sessed by Frauce at this time was six; and of these
two only were in a serviceable state; whereas Eng-
land bad actually at sea 18 three-deckers, 13 of
which, at this very time, were cruising off Brest.
The superior accommodations of a three-decker
have, we know, been alleged as a reason for re-
taining so many of them in the service, especially to
carry flags; but, in a fighting ship, the comfort of
the commanding officer, whether admiral or captain,
ou%lﬁt always to be a secondary consideration.

e only british force, in a situation to molest Squs-
rear-admiral Ganteaume, was the squadron of rear- &7 &f
admiral sir John Borlase Warren, composed of the Warrea
80-gun ship Gibraltar, captain William Hancock
Kelly, 74-gun ships Renown, (flag,) captain John
Chambers White, Dragon, captain John Aylmer,
Généreux, captain Man%ey Dixon, and Hector, cap-
tain John ElpEinstone, 64-gun ship Haerlem, with
only a portion of her lowerdeck guns on board, cap-
tain George Burlton, and two or three frigates and
smaller vessels.

It was on the 8th of February, while cruising off

Cadiz with a part of this squadron, that the rear-

admiral received the first intelligence of the squa-

dron of M.Ganteaume. Sir John immediately steered

for Gibraltar; and, arrivin2g there on the morning
K
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than he despatched from Paris his aide-de-camp, 1801
Gérard Lacuée, with orders that rear-admiral Gan- yes,
teanme should sail immediately for Alexandria ; and
that, should he find the port blockaded by a superior
force, he was to disembark the troops at any practi-
cable spot to the westward of Alexandria, zetween
Tripoli and Cape Rasat. With this object in view
rear-admiral Ganteaume accordingly sailed, but on
the same night experienced so heavy a gale of wind,
that one of his line-of-battle ships lost her mainmast
and put back, some of the other ships were ireatly
damaged, and one of the merchant vessels, having
also parted company, was fallen in with and cap-
tured by the british frigate Minerve. '

On the 25th at daybreak, when about 14 leagues
south-west of the island of Toro, sir John Warren
obtained a distant sight of M. Ganteaume’s weather-
beaten squadron, counted by the Mercury at 10 sail,
being three short of its original number. Chase was
immediately given; and, before evening, some of the
british ships had gained upon the enemy ; but the
slow sailing of the Gibraltar and Athénien induced
the rear-admiral to order the remainder of the
squadron to shorten sail, and at dark, or soon after-
wards, every french ship disappeared. Nor was the
enemy again seen; as, while sir John was hastenin
to the southward and eastward, M. Ganteaume ha
stood back to the northward, and shortly afterwards
reanchored in Toulon.

Buonaparte sent orders to M. Ganteaume to make aprit.
a third attempt to reach Egypt. Accordingly, on
the 27th of April, the persevering french adymiral

in set sail with his seven line-of-battle ships and

two frigates, besides one corvette and two store-
ships. Finding, when at Leghorn, into which port
be had put by the way, to cooperate in the siege of
Porto-Ferrajo, that the Formidable, Indomptable,
and Desaix, as well as the frigate Créole, were too
short-manned to proceed on the voyage, rear-admiral
Gunteaume ordered them back to Toulon; and, with

¢
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ships belonging to it, hove in sight to the eastward. 1801.
Thgsfrenm&al immediatelg cut his cables, and 35,
crowded sail from the coast; leaving two of his
store-ships, which could not keep up with him, to be
-capturedp by the british 28-gun frigate Vestal, and
one or two smaller vessels, then far ahead of their
companions.
On the 24th, at3 h. 30 m. o. M., Cape Derna on

. the coast of Barbary bearing south-west distant about
seven leagues, the british 74-gun ship Swiftsure, cap-
tain Benjamin Hallowell, then, with the wind at north-
west, steering towards the island of Malta, to rein-
force the squadron under rear-admiral sir John
Borlase Warren, discovered the squadron of M.
Ganteaume hull-down to-leeward. From previous
information captain Hallowell concluded that the
ships were those of M. Ganteaume, and made all
aair to escape. At 6h. 30 m. the Jean-Bart and
Constitution, by signal from the admiral, tacked and
stood on until they fetched into the Swiftsure’s wake.
At 8 a. M. the remaining three french ships, hav-
ing fore-reached considerably, tacked also, until
they arrived qun the lee quarter of the Swiftsure,
when they tacked again.

Such was the very superior sailing of the french
ships, that by 2p. m. the Indivisible, Dix-Aoit, and
Créole, had arrived nearly within gun-shot. Ob-
serving that the ships astern were also fast coming
up, captain .Hallowell determined to bear down and
engage the three nearest, in the hope to disable one
of them, and effect his escape to-leeward. Accord-
ingly, at 3 p. M., the Swiftsure bore down under all
sail, steering to pass astern of the rearmost of the
three french ships; whereupon all of the latter
tacked and stood towards her. In half an hour the
Indivisible and Dix-Aoft, standing on in close order,
opened their fire within half gun-shot, and, by their
superior rate of sailing, bafled every effort of the
Swiftsure to get to-leeward. In this way the action
was maintained until 4 b, 37 m. p. m.; when, the Con-






. BIEGE OF PORTO-FERRAJO. 137

Swiftsure, on their return to England, were most 1901
honourably acquitted for the loss of their ship. ‘}:{;f
Having, by a treaty concluded on the 28th of
March, upon his own terms, got Naples to cede to him Qﬂ-b'
Porto-Longone, and the whole of the neapolitan part ;G':E’:.:,
of the isle of Elba, the first-consul of France deter- of
mined to possess himself of the remaining or tuscan goneto,

rtion of the island, including the strong fortress of Frave=

orto-Ferrajo, but the garrison of which did not
exceed 400 men. - '

On the 2d of May general Tharreau, with about
1500 men, disembarked at Porto-Longone from the op-
posite port of Piombiuo ; and,after vainly summoning,
and as vainly trying to corrupt, Carlo de Fisson, the
tuscan governor, the french general commenced his
investment of theplace. The only british force off the

ort at this time were two frigates, the Pheenix and
Kiermaid, under the orders of captain Lawrence
William Halsted, of the former. But these soon
afterwards departed on some other service, and the
barbour of Porto-Ferrajo was blockaded by the
french 28-gun frigate Badine, and subsequently by
the following french squadron:

gun-frig.
38 Carrtre.. captain Claude-Pascal Morel-Beaulieu.
36 Bravoure »  Louis-Auguste Dordelin.
32 Sucees .. »  Jac.-Fr.-Ignace Bretel, senior officer.

Towards the latter end of July, to render still
more critical the state of the small garrison of
Porto-Ferrajo, general Watrin,at the head of 5000
men, landed on the island to supersede general
Tharreau in the command ; and, in pursuance of the
orders he had received from general Murat in Tus-
cany, the newly arrived french general began the
most active preparations for reducing the fortress.

On the 1st of August rear-admiral sir John War- Aug.
ren, with the Renown and squadron, arrived off the
island, and, chasing the Bravoure and Succés into
Leghorn, raised the blockade of Porto-Ferrajo.

On the 3d,at 2 h. 30 m. . M., the british 18-pounder
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Accordingly, on the evening of the 31st, the Succés 1801.
and Bravoure put to sea upon that service. oy
On the 2d of September, very early in the morning,
these two frigates, just as they were about to enter
‘the Piombino channel, fell in with and chased the
british 38-gun frigate Minerve, captain George Cock-
burn ; who, at 6h. 30 m., made the signal for an
enemy to the Pheenix, then at anchor in the south-
east in company with the Pomone, who had rejoined
two days %efore. The two last-named frigates,
getting quickly under way, bore up in chase under
all sail; and at 9 A. M. descried the Succés and
Bravoure to the northward, steering back towards
Leghorn, pursued by the Minerve.

t about 10h. 30 m. A.m., finding herself drop- Recsr-
ping astern of her consort, the Succés ran aground succes
onﬁxe shore of Vada; and, upon receiving a shot
from the Minerve in passing, hauled down her
colours without firing a single gun in return.
While the Minerve stood on in chase of the Bra-
voure, the Pomone took possession of the Succes,
or, as now again entitled to be called, the Success.
The wind, shifting to the northward, frustrated every
attempt of the Bravoure to reach Leghorn; and the
french frigate, after missing stays and vainly at-
tempting to wear, got on shore under the Antignano
battery, about four miles to the southward of the
mole, Here the three masts of the Bravoure soon pe-
went by the board, and the ship became totally lost. Sme
Owing to the height of the surf and the approach Bn-
of night, and to the enemy on shore firing upon the ™"
boats, lieutenant William Kelly, first of the Minerve,
who bad been sent to board the Bravoure, was not
able to bring away more than a few prisoners.

By the exertions of lieutenant Charles Thompson of
the Pheenix, and the officers and men under his or-
ders, the Success was at length got afloat without re-
ceiving any material injury, and was restored to her
rank in the british navy. This capture of one, and
destruction of a second french frigate, was performed
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nown. The attack was made, and several of the french 1801.
batteries were destroyed, and 55 prisoners, including 5o,
three captains and two subalterns, brought off;
but, the ?orce being found insufficient to complete
the whole business, the allied detachment was com-

lled to retire with a loss altogether of 32 killed,

1 wounded, and 105 missing. Of this number the
navy lost a very large proportion; namely, captain
Long, while gallantly leading on his men to storm a
narrow bridge, two seamen, and 12 marines killed,
one officer, 17 seamen, and 20 marines wounded,
and one officer, 12 seamen, and 64 marines missing ;
total loss to the navy, 15 killed, 33 wounded, and 77

By the aid of a well-penned despatch, general
‘Watrin makes this repulse of the allied British and
Tuscans ““cover the troops of the republic with
glory.” He augments the assailants.to 3000 men,
and their loss to 1200, exclusive of 200 prisoners,
and declares that his batteries wholly dismasted a

igate, and sank seven of the british boats. But, in
spite of all these strong incentives to success on the
part of his troops, the french general could make no
xm{)ression upon Porto-Ferrajo ; of which lieutenant
colonel Airey, notwithstanding he lost the aid of sir
John Warren and his squadron on the 22d of Sep-
tember, continued to maintain possession until the
treaty of Amiens relieved him from his charge. The
important ogerations of this year upon the coast of
Eg{pt now demand our attention.

n our account of the last year’s proceedings of the Ja-
british and spanish fleets, we noticed the assemblage
at Gibraltar of a powerful naval and military force Expe-
under the respective commands of admiral lord w
Keith and general sir Ralph Abercromby.* On the Bevet
31st of January, after having stopped a short time at
Minorca and at Malta, the bulk of the british force,
intended to act against the French in Lower Egypt,
anchored in the fine harbour of Marmorice on tie

* See p. 38,
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men, set sail from Marmorice, and on the lst, with 186l
the exception of the turkish division consisting of pep,
several gun-boats and kaicks, which in a westerly
gale ,ha§ bore up for Marcie, Cyprus, and other
neighbouring ports, arrived in sight of the minarets

of Alexandria.

Just as Lord Keith and his fleet gained a sight
of ‘Alexandria, the french frigate Régénérée, with
200 troops and a company of artillery on board,
besides a quantity of military stores, slipped into
the western port. ' This frigate, in company with the
Africaine, had sailed from Rochefort on the 13th of
February, and had since parted from her consort, of
whose fate we shall hereafter bave to iive some ac-
count. A contemporary states that the Régénerée
kept company with the british fleet during a whole
day, answering every signal that was made; but
we doubt the fact, no mention being made of it in the
french accounts. On the night of the 1st, or morning
of the 2d, the brig-corvette Lodi also got into Alex-
andria from Toulon.

On the same day the british fleet brought up in Amival
Aboukirbay. Too much of that dayelapsed, however, Abou-
before all the ships could get to an anchorage, to ac- kirbsy.
complish the disembarkation previously to the ap-
proach of night; and a succession of strong northerly

es, attended by a heavy swell, then set in, and
asted until the evening of the 7th. Preparations were
instantly commenced ; and at 2 A, m. on the 8th the
troois began embarking in the boats, the total number
of which was upwards of 320. At 3 a.m. the signal
was made for l.ﬁe boats to rendezvous near the brig-
sloop Mondovi, captain John Stewart, at anchor
about a gun-shat from the shore ; but, such was the
extent of the anchorage occupied by so numerous a
fleet, and so great the distance of many of the ships
from any one given point, that it was not until 9 a. M.
that the signal could be made for the boats to ad-
vance towards the shore.
This was then accomplished, under the direction
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others, with field-pieces and mortars, in the different 1801..
excellent positions which the ground afforded. >
No sooner did the boats arrive near to the shore, Disem-
than a heavy fire of grape-shot and musketry from Lo
bebind the sand-hills seemed to threaten them with of the
destruction, while the castle of Aboukir on their .;':;h
right flank maintained a constant and harassing dis-
charge of large shots and shells ; but the ardour of
the british officers and men was not to be damped.
No moment of hesitation intervened. The beach
was arrived at, and a footing obtained; the troops
advanced, and the enemy was forced to relinquish
all the advantageous positions he had held. The
boats returned without delay for the second divi-
sion ; and, before the evening of the 9th, the whole
army, with a proportion of stores and provisions, was
landed.
A detachment of 1000 seamen, placed under
the orders of captain sir William Sidney Smith,
formed part of the landed force. The duty of these
was to drag the cannon up the heights; a service
they performed with their usual alacrity and perse-
verance, and in which, and in disembarking the army,
they sustained, a loss of 22 seamen killed, three
lieutenants, (John Bray, Gearge Thomas, and Fran-
cis Collins,) one master’s mate, ‘(Richard Ogleby,}
three midshipmen, (John Finchley, John Donellan,
and Edward Robinson, the latter mortally,) and
63 seamen wounded, and three seamen missing.
The loss sustained by the army, on the same occasion,
amounted to four officers, four sergeants, 94 rank
and file killed, 26 officers, 34 sergeants, five drumn-
mers, 460 rank and file wounded, and one officer, ene
sergeant, one drummer, 32 rank and file missing ;
making a grand total of 124 killed, 585 wounded, and
38 missing. The loss sustained by the French, when
they were driven from the hill, is stated by them at
400 in killed and badly wounded ; but it was believed
to have exceeded that amount: they left behind
VOL. UL L '
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1801. them eight pieces of artillery, one of which was a
T 24—poun§ler,p besides a greatrnyt;mber of horses.

On the 12th the british army moved forward, and
came in sight of the french army; which, having been
reinforced by a body of 4400 troops under general
Lanusse, including upwards of 1 cavalry com-
manded by general Bron, now amounted to about
7000 men. The French were formed upon an advan-
tafeous ridge, having their right on the canal of
Alexandria, and their left towards the sea. On the
following day, the 13th, a battle was fought, in which
the detachment of seamen under sir Sidney Smith,
and of marines under lieutenant-colonel Walter
Smith, emulated the brave troops with whom they

Defeat Were associated. The british gun-boats on the lake of

of the Aboukir, commanded by captains Frederick Lewis

»  Maitland and James Hil{ ar, were also particularly

* useful in annoying the rigl};t flank of the french army.

At length, after a sharp struggle, the French were

repulsed atall quarters, with the loss, as admitted by

themselves, of 750 killed and badly wounded ; and

the British took up a position at the village of Bedah,

distant about a league from the town of Alexandria,

having on their right the sea, on their left the canal

of Alexandria (then dry) and Lake Madieh, and in
front a sandy plain.

The loss sustained by the British in this last en-
counter was, on the part of the navy, one midshir-
man (Mr. Wright) and five seamen killed, and 19
seamen wounded ; on the part of the marines, two
lieutenants (Paul Hussey and John Linzee Srea)
and 22 rank and file killed, one major, (William
Minto,) one captain, (Robert Torkington,) two lieu-
tenants, (John Perry and George Peebles,) two ser-
geants, two drummers, 27 rank and file wounded;
and on the part of the army, six officers, six ser-
lg‘eants, one drummer, 143 rank and file, 21 horses

illed, 66 officers, one quartermaster, 61 sergeants,
seven drummers, 946 rank and file, five horses
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wounded, and one rank and file missing ; grand total, J_Efob
186 killed, 1185 wounded, and one missing. Mavch.

On the.18th of March the castle of Aboukir, cap-
mounted with ten guns and two heavy mortars, and {5

isoned, the French say, with 300 men under cstl.

chef de bataillon Vinache, after a bombardment of
two days, surrendered on honourable terms to a
detachment of the army under colonel Dalhousie.
Whatever may have become of the rest of the gar-
rison, the prisoners taken did not amount to more
than 150 officers and men.

On the same day, in an affair of patroles between
the cavalry of the two armies, the British sustained
a loss of one quartermaster, seven rank and file, and
18 horses killed, one officer, six rank and file, and
12 horses wounded, and one quartermaster, 12 rank
and file, and seven horses missing. On the same amival
day, also, a turkish squadron, of two 74s, four fri-% ..

tes and corvettes, and a few smaller vessels, an- squa-
chored in Aboukir bay. It was likewise on the same 4™
day that generals Friant and Lanusse despatched a
vesse] to France, with information of the actual
state of the french army; and the commander was
directed to look out on his passage for the squadron
of M. Ganteaume, whose intended arrival the Régé-
nérée had announced, and to inform him of the
position of the british tleet. This despatch-vessel
appears to have arrived safe at Toulon; but, for the
reasons elsewhere stated, she did not, in her way
thither, meet M. Ganteaume.

Although it was on the 4th of March that general
Menou had become officially apprized of the arrival
of the british expedition in the bay of Aboukir, he
did not, it appears, set out from the head-quarters
at Cairo until the 11th, nor arrive at the camp under
the eastern walls of Alexandria before the evenin
of the 18th. The reinforcement he brought wit
him augmented the french force at Alexandria, ac-
cording to the Moniteur, to 14000 men, exclusive of
cavalry, artillery, and guid2es; but the french histo-

L
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in this action; but the seamen, under their ant 1801
leader, captain sir Sidney Smith, shared in 1, and Maren.,
sustained a loss of one master’s mate (Mr. Krebs)

and three seamen killed, sir Sidney himself, but not
badly, lieutenant Lewis Davis of the Swiftsure, and

48 seamen wounded ; making the grand total of the
british loss in the battle of Canopus, as the French
have named it, amount to 247 killed, 1243 wounded,

and 34 missing.

General sir%hlph Abercromby, at his own request, peatn
was conveyed on board the Foudroyant, where he of e
breathed his last on the 28th of March, leaving as crom-
his successor in the command of the british army, ™"
major-general John Hely Hutchinson; who thus
feelingly and eloquently expresses himself on the
subject of general Abercromby’s death: « Were it
permitted for a soldier to regret any one who has
fallen in the service of his country, I might be ex-
cused for lamenting him more than any other person ;
but it is some consolation to those who tenderly
loved him, that as his life was honourable, so was
his death glorious. His memory will be recorded in
the annals of his country, will' be sacred to every
british soldier, and embalmed in the recollection of
a grateful posterity.” _

On the 26th a second ottoman squadron arrived,
having on board about 5000 Turks and Albanians.
This made the turkish force at anchor in the bay
of Aboukir, including the Sultan-Selim three-decker,
of 110 guns, amount to six sail of the line, and eight
frigates and corvettes; all tolerably fine vessels,
butin bad hands. On or about the 3d of April the apr1.
turkish troops were landed, and shortly afterwards, cap-
with a division of 800 british troops and eight pieces {r °f
of canmmon under colonel Spencer, were sent to setta.
attack the town and castle of Rosetta, which com-
mands the western branch of the Nile. After a
fatiguing march across the desert, the allied troops
succeeded, with little or no opposition from the few
french troops, apparently not more than 800, there
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andria, and numbering, according to the french ac- 1801
counts, 6000 men, became separated from the 4000 1y
under general Lagrange, entrenched at El-Aft, and
the 5000 under general Belliard, in garrison at
Cairo. If to these numbers, short as they are of the
returns published in' the Moniteur, be added, the
loss known to have been already sustained, together
with the several detachments in Upper Egypt, par-
ticularly the garrisons of Salalieh, Belbeis, Suez,
Lesbeh and Bourlos, our previous enumeration of
the french force spread over this country will not be
considered immoderately estimated.

On the 26th of April, leaving major-general Coote
in command of the army before Alexandria, major-
general Hutchinson arrived at Rosetta, to press in
person the operations against the French in the inte-
rior of the country. On the bth of May major- may.

neral Hutchinson, with the combined British and march
%Fnrks, in number about 8000, marched along the ‘omrds
banks of the Nile towards the position of general-

nge at El-Aft, accompanied on the river by a

division of british and turkish gun-boats under the
command, since the occupation of Rosetta and the
expected arrival of rear-admiral Ganteaume upon
the coast, (when sir Sidney Smith returned to the
Tigre,)of captain James Stevenson, assisted by captain
John Morrison, Richard Curry, and James Hillyar.

On the “7th, having previously destroyed their
gun-vessels with all the provision and stores on board
of them, the French abandoned El-Aft and retreated
towards Rahmanieh. On the same evening the ¢,
allied troops entered El-Aft, and on the 9th ad- ture of
vanced to Ignhmanieh, where general Lagrange had ™
taken post, with an apparent intention of making a
stout resistance. At 10 A. M. captain Curry, with
four flats and three armed launches, commenced an
attack upon the french forts at Rahmanieh, and con-
tinued in action with them until 4 p. M., when his
division was relieved by the turkish gun-boats. In
this creditable affair the navy sustained a loss of
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lace the small garrison, about 200, of the fort of 180l.
}:esbeh, on the Damietta branch of the Nile, in- ‘{,‘.’;’
vested on the land-side by a turkish force and near
the Bogaz of Damietta by a flotilla of british gun- cap-
boats, abandoned the post and retired upon Bourlos. jur of
This post the two garrisons, numbering together and
about 700 men, also evacuated, and embarked on B
board five small vessels, in the hope to be able to
reach the new or north-eastern port of Alexandria.
Four of these vessels were captured and carried
into Aboukir bay; but the fifth, after being chased
in vain by a turkish corvette, succeeded in reaching
the coast of Italy. :

Owing to de{ays from various causes, among
others perhaps the non-arrival of more than about
300 of the troops expected to join from the borders
of the Red Sea, the allied british and turkish forces
marching towards Cairo, which is distant about 164
miles from Rosetta, did not until the 20th of June June.
arrive at Embabeh, a village distant a mile and
a half from the fortress of Giseh, on the banks of
the Nile directly opposite to Cairo, and in which
fortress general Belliard had stationed a garrison.
On the 22d, while preparations were making to be-
siege Cairo and its different forts by the allied
forces, (of which a numerous army under the grand
vizier now formed a part,) general Belliard sent a
flag of truce to lieutenant-general #* Hutchinson,
offering to capitulate upon honourable terms. These
were soon settled and drawn up, and on the 27th Sur-
were signed by the respective parties. By the i
terms of the treaty the french troops, of which there neral
were, in effective men, 8000, besides 1000 sick, and o
about half as many in a convalescent state, were to
be conveyed to a port of France.

Before we descend the Nile to bring the campai
to a conclusion, some account must be given of the
british and native troops from Bombay, amounting

#* Promoted some time before, but we are uncertain when.
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10th and 16th of June the two divisions set off upon 1801.
their march across the desert, by the valley of Kuit- jug.
tah, and on the 30th arrived at Kéné, or Kenneh,

on the banks of the Nile ; but, owing to the difficulty

of procuring boats to descend that river, major-ge-
neral Baird did not effect his junction with lieutenant- ;.
general Hutchinson until several days after the sur- tion of
render of Cairo. Lieutenant-colonel Lloyd had 23
joined since the 11th or 12th; but his journey had Baird.
'Leen a most painful and distressing one, 23 of his
detachment, including three officers, having perished

in the desert with thirst.

The last division of the french troops taken pri- Asg.
soners at Cairo and at other places, the whole of
which amounted to nearly 13500 men, having, by the
10th of August, sailed from the bay of Aboukir, and
lieutenant-general Hutchinson having arrived: from
Cairo at his head-quarters before Alexandria, imme-
diate measures were taken to reduce that remaining
strong hold of the French in Egypt, and thus accom-
plish the ultimate object of the exgedition.

On the night of the 16th about 5000 troops under
major-general Coote, embarked on Lake Mareotis
in the boats of the men of war and transports, and
in a quantity of djerms which had been assemhled
for the purpose, and, escorted by the flotilla of gun-
vessels still under the orders of captain Stevenson,
proceeded to a position to the westward of the town
of Alexandria. Early on the morning of the 17th
the detachment disembarked with a slight opposition;

revious to which the French had set fire to their pes-
gotilla of 18 gun-boats, which had been stationed ‘p<tios
opposite to Pompey’s pillar, under the protection of freach
a battery of three long 18-pounders. The slight s
opposition experienced by the British is acknow-
he was joined by sir Home Popham, and captain Surridge, there-
upon “left the direction of the naval forces under the able ma-
nagement” of the latter. So far from this having been the case,
the rear-admiral died on the 14th of July, when the Leopard and

Romney, ing in company, were about to cast anchor in
Mocha road on their return to Bombay.
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‘Marabou, of one midshipman (Mr. Hull, of the Ajax) 18ol.
and one seaman killed, and two seamen wounded ; ‘;Z”_"'
thus making the general loss on the part of the British
in the egyptian campaign, as far as it has been
officially reported, 330 killed, 1872 wounded, and

39 missing. That of the Freuch, commencing at the
disembarkation of the british troops in Aboukir bay

may be stated at from 3000 to 4000 men in killed
alone; an amount, great as it may appear, consider-

ably below what some of the english writers have
declared it to have been.

The french ships of war found in the old or western c,p-
harbour were the Causse 64, the frigates Egyptienne, ture of
Justice, and Régénérée, and two small ex-venetian e
frigates, of whose names we are uncertain. The R4
Dubois appears to have been broken up. The Hé- &c.
liopolis was probably one of the ex-turkish corvettes
restored to the captain pacha; and the Lodi, since
the middle of May, had been despatched to France
with general Reynier, sent home in a huff by general
Menou. This remarkably fine brig, in spite of the
numerous british cruisers at that time in the Mediter-
ranean, accomplished her passage in safety, arriving
on the 28th of June at the port of Nice.

In the division of the ships between the british and
turkish naval commanders in chief), the latter received
the Causse, Justice, and one of the venetian frigates;
and the former, the Egyptienne, Régénérée, and the
other venetian frigate. 'What became of the latter
frigate we are unable to say; but the Régénérée, a
ship of 902 tons, and a very fast sailer, was added
to the british navy as a 12-pounder 36-gun frigate, by
the name of Alexandria. The Egyptienne was also
added to the british navy, by her own name; and,
from her size and qualifications, claims a more
particular notice.

Of the two new ships of the line which Buona-
parte, in his letter to the directory of April, 1798,*
contemplated tohave ready by the ensuing September,

* See vol. ii. p. 161,






BRITISH EXPEDITION TO EGYPT. 159

forty-two pound carronades, and four long twelve- 1801.
unders.”* =
As we have done on most other occasions, so we Re-

must here, give some account of the honours and *ris

rewards bestowed upon the conquerors. The thanks con-
of parliament were voted to both commanders in "™
chief. Lieutenant-general Hutchinson was made,

and no one can say-undeservedly, firsta knight of the

bath, and then a peer of Great Britain; and lord

Keith was raised from a peer of Ireland to a peer

of Great Britain: not certainly for any active exer-

tions in bringing the campaign to a close, nor, we

presume, for doing what any clever agent for trans-

ports might have done as well, disembarking the
troops; but as the head of the naval part of the
expedition, without the aid of which, it is clear, the
campaign itself could not have been undertaken.

e are unable to state what officers of the navy
gained steps in rank ; but undoubtedly those serving

on shore with the army, and on board the flotilla

upon the Nile and the neighbouring lakes, well

merited the promotion they may have obtained.

The following is the handsome manner in which the

commander in chief of the army speaks of their ex-

ertions. “ The labour and fatigue of the navy have

been continued and excessive ; it has not been of one

" day or of one week, but for months together. In the.

bay of Aboukir, on the new inundation, and on the

Nile, for 160 miles, they have been employed with-

out intermission, and have submitted to many pri-

vations with a cheerfulness and patience, higily

creditable to them and advantageous to the public
service.”

‘We camnot dismiss the egyptian campaign without
observing, that all the bengzi‘é derived from its suc-
cessful termination, the removal of the french army
from Egypt, might have been attained 18 months
before, had lorg Keith not refused to ratify the

* Brenton, vol. i, p. 48.
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and corrupt influence at the court of Madrid, Buona- 1801
parte got king .Charles to make over to France,
either by sale or hire, six sail of the line lying in the
port of Cadiz; and which ships were to be there
manned by french crews, and then, as was understood,
to cooperate with a spanish naval force, in entering the
Tagus and sacking Lisbon. This was a plan which, as
farasrespected the british propertyin the port,a french
admiral, of whom honourable mention has already
been made in these pages, recommended as a feasible
enterprise for the Brest fleet, when it put to sea in
the beginning of the year 1795. 1 propose,” says
M. Kerguelen, “ to conduct the fleet of the republic
to Lisbon, to anchor in front of the capital, within
musket-shot of the city and the palace of the king ;
to send ahead of the fleet a frigate with a flag.of
truce, announcing that the fleet of the republic comes
not to do harm to the Portuguese, although the allies
and slaves of England, but to require that all the
british store houses and ships be forthwith delivered
up, under a penalty of having the city rased to its
foundation. This enterprise would gain for France
200 millions, in cash or british merchandise ; Eng-
land would receive a terrible shock, which would
produce bankruptcies and a general consternation ;
our fleet, without being buffeted abhout by the sea,*
would return to Brest,loaded with riches and covered
with glory; and France would once more astonish
Europe with a new triumph.”}

We formerly noticed the return to Toulon from
Leghorn of three ships of rear-admiral Ganteaume’s
squadron, on account of the paucity of hands to work
them.} These three ships, the Indomptable and
Formidable, of 80 guns, captains Moncousu and
Lalonde, and Desaix, of 74 guns, captain Christy-
Palliere, along with the ex-venetian 38-gun frigate

* Alluding to the storm from which the Brest fleet suffered so
much in January, 1795. See vol.i. p. 337.

1 For the original see Appendix, No. 11.

3 See p. 138.

VOL, IiI. M
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sloop Speedy, captain lord Cochrane, Learning now 1801
that Cadiz was blockaded by a superior force, rear- Jaly.
admiral Linois, with his squadron and prizes, bore up , .
for Algeziras. On the 4th, at about 10 a. m., he of M.
rounded Cabrita point in sight of the Calpé at her 5"
anchorage, and at 5 p. M. came to with his ships in gesi-
front of the town of Algeziras, still in full view of the ™*
British at the rock.

At this time the british squadron stationed off Ca-
diz consisted of the

ip adm, (b.) sir J Sal
rear-adm. (b.) sir James Saumarez.

80 Casar.......... captain Jahleel Brenton.

Pompée ........ »  Charles Stirling.

Spencer ........ » Henry D'Esterre Darby.
ry Venerable ...... » Samuel Hood.
‘*9 Superb.......... »» . Richard Goodwin Keats.

Hannibal ...... »» Solomon Ferris.

Audacious ...... »»  Shuldham Peard.

Frigate Thames, and brig Pasley.

On the bth of July, at 2 A.m., lieutenant Richard
Janvarin, who had been despatched from Gibraltar
by captain Dundas of the (i}):lpé, joined the Caesar
in a boat, and informed sir James of the appearance
off the rock of the squadron of M. Linois, endea-
vouring to get to the westward. The british squa-
dron in Cadiz bay consisted now of only six sail of
the line, the Superb having, since the 1st of the
month, been detached to watch the entrance of the
Guadalquivir, a river about 18 miles to the north-
ward.

Sir James and the ships with him immediately
tacked off shore. At daylight another despatch-
vessel from Gibraltar boarded the Thames, with in-
telligence of the french squadron’s having put into
Algeziras. The frigate was immediately despatched
by the rear-admiral to recall the Superb, then in the
north by east with her topgallantsails just above the
horizon, and to direct captain Keats to follow the
squadron to Algeziras. At 8 a.m. the Casar made
the signal to prepare for bat2tle, aud for anchoring by

M
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Santa-Garcia ; and, about the third of a mile from the 1801.
town, in the same direction, another tower or fort. \3;1;1
Directly in front of the point on which this latter
tower stands, and at the distance from it of rather
more than a quarter of a mile, is a small island,
named Isla-Verda, upon which is a battery mounting
seven long 24-pounders. About three quarters of a
mile, or rather less, to the northward of the town,
stands the battery of San-lago, mounting five long
18-pounders, and close to the northern extremity of
this battery, near the water’s edge, is the tower of
Almirante, but in what manner mounted we are un-
able to say. There are also several forts on the
northern shore of Gibraltar bay, but at too great a
distance to afford any protection to the road of Al-
geziras, except perzaps by throwing shells. The
road, however, is admirably protected by the flank-
ing fire of the San-lago and the island batteries.
There were also, at this time in the road, 14 heavy
gun-boats; a description of force peculiarly advan-
tageous, where an enemy is likely to be baffled by
light and variable winds, and perplexed with an
-intricate and dangerous navigation.

In a road thus defended by nature and art, M.
Linois moored his three ships in line ahead thus:
the Formidable abreast, or nearly abreast, of the
San-lago battery, the Desaix about 500 yards astern
and to the southward of the flag-ship, and the In-
domptable about the same distance astern of the
‘Desaix. The Muiron took her station a little within
and to the northward of Isla-Verda. Three of the
-gun-boats were anchored about a quarter of a mile
to the south-west of the last-named island; four
others between Fort San-Iago and the Formidable,
and the remaining seven off a point of land about half
a mile to the northward of the tower of Almirante.

Atabout 7 h. 50 m. . M., just as the Pompée with a
fresh breeze had shortened sail and hauled round
‘Cabrita, the battery at the point fired several shot at
:her, but without effect. At8a.m, the Venerable lay
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best manner for mutual support, dropped her anchor 1801
ahead of the Audacious. After sending a spring Juy.
on board of the Venerable, who was on her starboard
uarter, the Caesar opened her heavy broadside upon
the Desaix. The Hannibal, about five minutes after- Han-
wards, got also into action, anchoring within hail of ™"
the Caesar, and rather upon her starboard bow. The
Spencer, baffled as much as any of her companions $P**
and to-leeward of the whole of them, could not get
much nearer than was sufficient to expose her to the
heavy fire of the spanish batteries, from which, to-
wards the latter part of the action especially, hot
shot, as well as shells, were thrown.

At a few minutes past 10 o. m. the Hannibal was
hailed by the Cesar, but no person on board the for-
mer appears to have heard distinctly what was said.
Soon aigrwards a boat with an officer came on board

the Venerable, bearing the rear-admiral’s orders, that

captain Ferris should “ go and rake the french ad-

miral ;” no doubt with the intention of supporting the

Pompée, who just at that time was in a very critical

sitaation. '

Cutting her cable and casting herself by the spring,

the Hannibal immediately made sail to the northward,

with what wind there was, still blowing from the west-

north-west. Having stood, in the direction of Rio Pal-

menos, into a quarter less six, the Hannibal tacked

for the Formidable; but at about 11 a. M., just as she

had arrived abreast of the tower of Almirante, and

was in the act of hauling more closely in shore, to
“cross the hawse of the french ship, nearly within

hail of whom she then was, the Hannibal took the Ground

ground. In this distressing situation, the Hannibal, 15

with as many of her foremost guns as would bear, nibal.

opened a fire upon the Formidable, and directed the

remainder, with evident effect, upon the tower of

Almirante, battery of San-Iago, and gun-boats. The

ship appearing to swing a little, an effort was made,

by letting go an anchor and heaving a strain upon it,

to get her afloat, but without effect. With some
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Venerable and Spencer, in compliance with the sig- 1801.
nal, cut their cables, and strove their utmost, but m
with little effect on account of the calm that imme-
diately ensued, to cooperate in the attack upon the
southernmost french ships and island battery. The
Venerable, indeed, had her mizen topmast shot away

just as she was in the act of wearing. The Pompée,
after remaining nearly an hour without being able, on
account of her position, to bring a gun to %ear, had

also cut, and was now being towed out of action by

the boats of the squadron.

Scarcely had the Audacious, in her new station,
brought her broadside to bear with effect, ere the
calm frustrated her intentions; and that ship and the
Ceesar, without the power of returning a shot, la
exposed to a heavy fire from the guns of the islan
battery. To add to their perilous state, both ships
were lXrifting' upon the reef that was nearit. Again,

a fine breeze raised the hopes of the British; but
no sooner had the ships prepared to take advantage
of it, than it again died away.

Frustrated thus, as much by the unfavourable state
of the weather as by the serious opposition expe-
rienced from the enemy’s batteries and shipping, and
being prevented, by the destruction of most of the
boats_and the absence of the remainder in.towing
the Pompée, to storm the island, as had been in-
tended, with the marines of the squadron, sir James
Saumarez, at 1 h. 35 m. p. M., (by the Casar’s log,
baut at 1 h. 20 m. by the log of the Audacious,) dis-
continued the action. The Casar and Audacious
then cut their cables and springs, and, profiting by
a light breeze which had just sprung up from the
shore, made sail on the starboard tack, in com- Apan.

y with the Venerable and Spencer; leaving, and o>
ing compelled to leave, the dismasted and shat- ofHan-
terl:g Hannibal as a trophy in the hands of the "
enemy.

As this action is one in which the want of a dia-

gram is particularly felt, we have done the best in
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1801. our power to supply the deficiency. The coast, the

5o, soundings, and the positions of the french ships, and
ofthe Hannibal when aground, are taken from a french
chart ; and the positions of the british ships, except
that of the Spencer, which we have marked at ha-
zard, are taken from the british logs; as far at least,
as they afford any information on the subject.

As soon as the unequal contest, which the Han-
nibal was now alone sustaining with the French and
Spaniards, had inflicted upon her a serious loss in
ki[l)ﬁad and wounded, had disabled the greater part of
the guns that would bear, and had shot away her fore

sue. and main masts, captain Ferris ordered the firi

render to cease, and the officers and men to shelter them-

ofts- selves in the lower part of the ship. In a little
while afterwards, or at about 2 p.m., the Hannibal’s
colours were hauled down, and were presently
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rehoisted union downwards ; whether by the British, 1801.
because the battery and gun-boats still continued ‘3377,
their fire, or by the French, who had come on board
to take possession, in order to decoy the Calpé, then
approaching from Gibraltar, we are not prepared to
say. At aﬁ events captain Dundas, deceived by the
signal, sent his boats, with a laudable promptitude,
to save the Hamibal’s people. The boats were de-
tained by the French; and, after firing several broad-
sides at the enemy’s shipping and batteries, the
Calpé returned to Gibraltar.

e loss and damage sustained generally by the
british squadron was very serious. The Ceesar had
her master, (William Grave,) six seamen, and two
marines kiiled, her boatswain, (George William
Forster,) 17 seamen, one boy, and six marines
wounded, and one master’s mate (Richard Best) and
seven seamen missing ; probably drowned in one of
her boats. The mainmast had been shot through
in five places, and all her other masts and yards
were more or less injured ; several shot had also
entered her hull. Her two barges, large cutter,
launch, and jollyboat, had been cut to pieces; and
her small cutter or pinnace, as already stated, had
been sunk as it lay alongside the Hannibal. The
Pompée had her master, (Robert Roxburgh,) one
midshipman, (Mr. Steward,) 10 seamen, and three
marines killed, three lieutenants, (Richard Cheese-
man, Arthur Stapledon, and Thomas Innes,) two
master’s mates, (messieurs Curry and Hillier,) one
midshipman, (1. Hibberd,) 53 seamen, and 10 ma-
rines wounded. In point of damages, the Pompée
was even in a much worse state than the Ceesar, not
having a mast, yard, spar, shroud, rope, or sail but
which was more or less injured by the enemy’s shot :
had it not been, indeed, for the aid of several small-
craft and boats from Gibraltar, the Pompée would
probably have shared the fate of the Hannibal. The
Spencer had one first-class volunteer, (R. Spencer,)
and five scamen killed, one midshipman, (Joseph
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however, leave unnoticed the statement, that, < at 1801.
about twelve o’clock, captain Ferris hauled down his Jafy.
colours and surrendered;” nor the charge against
the Hannibal’s cuptain, conveyed in these words:
““ Nothing could exceed the decision and intrepi-
dity of captain Ferris, although the result of his
manceuvre was unfortunate: it is, however, due to
sir James Saumarez to state, that the squadron
did not withdraw from action until the I—?annibal
had surrendered. A contrary assertion is made in
the narrative of captain Ferris; an unaccountable
error, proving that the most correct officers may
sometimes be deceived, and the more to be lamented
in this instance, as bearing the sanction of an official
document.”#

Our complaint against captain Ferris is, that his
account of the time, which intervened between the
“¢ ghips driving out of the bay” and the surrender of
the Hannibal, 1s not very clearly expressed. The cap-
tain might with propriety have stated, that the Han-
nibal did not strike her colours until nearly half
an hour after sir James Saumarez, from unavoidable
causes undoubtedly, had discontinued the action and
made sail for Gibraltar. Such was the fact. Not
a word is there to contradict it either in the rear-
admiral’s official letter, or in the Caesar’s log; but
there is ample proof in confirmation of it, as we will
now proceed to show. No time whatever, beyond
the day of the month, and that only by infereuce,
appears in the letter of sir James Saumarez; but
the log of the Ceesar says: “ At 12 h. 30 m. made
8i for Hannibal being aground ;” that is, about
half an hour, according to our contemporary, after
the Hannibal had « surrendered.” “At1 h.'35 m.,”
says the flag-ship’s log, “ action ceased ;” which, be
it observed, is even ten minutes later than the log
of the Audacious dates the same incident: whereas
the ¢ Narrative” of captain Ferris fixes the time of
the Hannibal’s surrender at “ nearly two o’clock.”

- A french account now before us also says:

® Brenton, vol. iii. p.35.
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of the officer who carried the message, says thus: 1801
“ Sir James Saumarez sent his captain over to jupe,
Algeziras with a flag of truce to the french ad-
miral, proposing an exchange of prisoners, which
M. Linois declined, alleging that it was not in his
power to consent to sucﬁ a measure, without first
receiving the sanction of the minister of marine
at Paris, to whom he had despatched a courier im-
mediately after the termination of the action.”* At
all events both captain Ferris and lord Cochrane,
with their respective officers, the sole object, we
believe, of captain Jahleel Brenton’s mission, were in
land in the month of August.
t would be almost su erﬁuous to state the result
of the court-martial which was afterwards held upon
captain Ferris, and the late officers and ship’s com- ,
ny of the Hannibal. The court, of which rear- qui-
admiral Holloway was president, sat on board the %1
Gladiator, in Portsmouth harbour, on the 1st of Ferris.
September. After the most honourable acquittal
that a brave man could desire, captain Ferris had
his sword returned to him by the president, with the
following address: “ Captain Ferris, I have great
pleasure in returning this sword to you, as I feel
assured, if ever you have occasion to unsheath it
again, it will be used with the same gallantry which
you so nobly displayed in defending his majesty’s
ship Hannibal.”
&’e formerly mentioned the transfer by Srain to
France, for immediate employment, of six ships of
the line at anchor in Cadiz harbour.}+ On the 13th
of June, in the morning, the two french 40-gun
frigates Libre and Indienne, after a few hours’ chase
by the 74-gun ships Venerable and Superb, the
only british force then off the port, anchored in the
road of Cadiz from Brest, having on board rear-
admiral Dumanoir-le-Pelley, commodore Le Ray,
and a number of other officers, as well as of seamen,

* Brentop, vol. iii. p\ 36. 1 See p. 16},
VOL. 11, N
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african shore, standing out of the Straits. Inclining 1801
to think that the french admiral, if met by sir James, jor.
as the american master had no doubt would be the
case, would run direct for the Mediterranean; con-
sidering that, by the delay which had unavoidably
happened, the Superb had lost all chance of joining
the admiral in time to be of any service ; and having
not the slightest apprehension of the result of a con-
test at sea between three french and six british sail of
the line, captain Keats judged it to be the wisest plan
to return off Cadiz, and, with his 74, frigate, and
brig, watch the motions of the immeasurably superior
force at anchor in that port.

On the 9th, at daylight, the franco-spanish squa-
dron put to sea, all except the Saint-Antoine 74,
which either got aground, or, not being able to fetch
out, came again to an anchor.” The remaining five
sail of the line, three frigates, and a lugger, made
sail towards the Gut, preceded by the Superb,
Thames, and Pasley. Early in the afternoon the brig
came crowding into Gibraltar with the silg]'nal for an
enemy flying; and at 3 p.m., while the spanish
squadron was hauling round Cabrita point, the
Superb and Thames, by signal from the Ceesar,
came to an anchor in Gibraltar bay. Shortly after-
wards the squadron from Cadiz was seen from the
rock to cast anchor in the road of Algeziras. On
the next morning the San-Antonio, or, as her recent
change of ownership entitled her to be called, Saint-
Antoine, anchored in company with rear-admiral
Moreno’s squadron.

That the object of this reinforcement was to con-
duct in safety to Cadiz the squadron of M. Linois
was well known at the rock ; and nothing could sur-
pass the exertions of the british officers and men to
get their damaged ships ready for sea. The Pom-
pée was in too bad a state to leave any hopes that
she could be got ready in time : her men, there--
fore, were turned over to assist in the repairs of the
other ships. ¢ The Cuesgr,” says captain Edward

N
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countrymen, that even the wounded men begged to 1801.
be taken on board, to share in the honours of the ‘5.
approaching conflict.”# .

At 3 p. M., just as, in her wa‘{ out of the mole she
passed under the stern of the Audacious, the Caesar
rehoisted the flag of sir James Saumarez, and made
the signal for the squadron to weigh and prepare
for battle. This was promptly done ; and the squa-
dron, consisting of the Ceasar, Venerable, Superb,
Spencer, and Audacious of the line, 12-pounder
32-gun frigate Thames, captain Askew Paffard Hol-
les, 14-gun polacre-sloop (‘J,alpé, captain the honour-
able Georgeli-leneage Laurence Dundas, hired armed
brig Louisa, and portuguese frigate Carlotta, cap-
tain Crawfurd Duncan.

As soon as they had got from under the lee of the
rock, the british ships formed in line ahead on the
larboard tack, with the wind from the eastward. At
7 p. M. they wore together, and stoud ou the star-
board tack, under easy sail, watching the combined
squadron, which, at about 7 h. 45 m. p. M., cleared
Cabrita point; except the Hannibal, who, having
only topmasts for lower masts, still remained astern,
in spite of all the efforts of the Indienne frigate by
whom she was in tow. The frigate and her charge
eventually returned to Algeziras, leaving the fol-
lowing as the force of the combined squadron :

SPANISH.
gun-ship

12 {Real-Carlos ...... captain don J. Esquerra,
Hermenegildo .. ,, donJ. Emparan.
96 San-Fermando.... ,, donJ. Malina,
80 Argonauta ...... , don J. Harrera.
74 San-Augustin .... ,, don R. Jopete.
Frigate Sabina.
FRENCH.
80 {Formidable ...... captain Amable-Gilles Troude.
Indomptable .... ,,
4 Saint-Antoine .. .. commod. Julien Le Ray.
74 Desaix .......... »  Jean-Anne Christy-Pallidre.

Frigates, Libre and Muiron ; lugger Vautour.

* Brenton, vol. iii. p. 39.
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The total destruction of her first opponent being 180!.
now m lopger doubtful, the Superb again made sail; Jom,
and at 11 h. 50 m. p. M. came up with and brought to
aotion the Saint-Antoine. After a contest of about Superd
30 minutes, part of which was close and fought upon Saint-
& wind, the french 74 ceased firing, and hailed re- Ae
peatedly that she surrendered. Shortly afterwards
the Cmsar and Venerable came up in succession, and,
deceived by the Saint-Antoine’s broad pendant, which,
owing to the halliards having been shot away and got
entangled among the rigging, still remained flying,
fired into her; as did also t%e Spencer and Thames.

In a few minutes the discovery was made that the
Saint-Antoine had already surrendered, and the firing
at her ceased.

At about 16 minutes past midnight the Real-Car- Los,
los hlew up, but not untS she had fallen on board of], b7 fr
and set in a similar blaze, the San-Hermenegildo, carios
who, having in the dark mistaken the Real-garlos & San-
for a fae, had been engaging her; and who, in ano- mene-
ther quarter of an hour, ‘exploded also. Thus, me- 81>
. lancholy to relate, out of 2000 men composing the
united crews of these spanish first-rates, two officers
and 36 men that got on board the Superb, and 262
who were fortunate enough to reach the Saint-An-
toine and some of the other ships of their squadron,*
were all that escaped destruction.

The Joss on board the Superb, in her action with
the faint-Antoine, (for in her short one with the
Real-Carlos, she does not appear to have sustained
any,) amounted to one lieutenant (Edmund Waller)
and 14 seamen and marines wounded, most of them
severely. The Saint-Antoine, in crew and super-
numeraries, had on board 730 men, of whom about
200, including those saved from one of the two three-
deckers, were Spaniards. The loss on board the
Saint-Antoine, except that commodore Le Ray was
wounded, has not been enumerated; but, from the

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome xiv. p. 166.
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the Venerable fell from alongside her opponent. 1801.
Profiting by the circumstance, the Formidable con- 55,
tinued to stand on; but, owing to the almost calm
state of the weather, increased her distance so
slowly, as to give considerable annoyance to the
Venerable by the fire from her stern-chasers. At
7 h.50 m. A. M. the Venerable’s foremast fell over
her side, and almost at the same instant the shi
herself, driven by the strength of the current, strucﬁ
upon the rocky shoals off San-Pedro, situated about
12 miles to the southward of Cadiz. Having thus
effectually rid herself of this her principal opponent,
the Formidable continued her course to the north-
ward, under all the sail she could spread, in the
hope to reach Cadiz before the enemy’s two re-
maining line-of-battle ships in sight, the nearest of
which, the Ceesar, was sti.lI) at a considerable distance,
could approach within gun-shot. At 8 a. M., just as
the mizenmast of the Venerable had shared the fate of
the other masts, the gig of the Casar, with captain
Brenton on board, reached the ship, (over which the
stern-chase shot of the Formidable were still flying,)
with discretionary orders to captain Hood, to with-
draw his crew and destroy the Venerable, should the
combined squadron, which appeared so inclined,
evince an intention of attacking her; and the Thames
had been ordered to close for the purpose of receiving
the people. Captain Hood, however, requested the
rear-admiral to depend upon his exertions to save the
Venerable, notwithstanding her critical and almost
hopeless situation. Just as the Cesar’s boat had
quitted the Venerable on her return, the appearance
of the Audacious and Superb to the southward in-
duced the spanish admiral to haul up for Cadiz,
where he and his ships were soon safely moored.

In her smart encounier with a ship so decidedly
superior to her in force as the Formidable, the Ve-
nerable had her master, (John Williams,) 15 seamen,
and two marines killed, one lieutenant, (Thomas
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masted hulk upon the rocks, the Venerable was “ in 1801.
such efficient order as to be fit for action had an oo
enemy appeared.” ¥ :

For the service rendered to the country, by the
prompt and effective manner in which the combined
squadron under vice-admiral Moreno and rear-ad-
nural Linois was chased and attacked by the british
squadron under rear-admiral sir James Saumarez,
the latter, along with the captains, officers, and
crews of the ships under his orders, received the
thanks of parliament ; and sir James himself, for his
conspicuous gallantry in going in pursuit of a force
so decidedly superior, was created a knight of the
bath, with a pension of 1200/ per annum. The
first lieutenant of the Ceaesar, Philip Dumaresq, was
made a commander. The first lieutenants of the
Superb and Venerable, the two ships that bore the -
brunt of the action, were Samuel Jackson and James
Lillicrap; and they also received that step in rank
which was so justly their due.

The Saint-Antoine, which, on account of the mi-
serable fate of the two spanish three-deckers, was.
the only trophy carried off by the British, became
afterwards added to the navy of her captors; but,
being an old 74 of only 1700 tons, the ship never
quitted Portsmouth after she arrived there. By
way of perpetuating an acknowledged error in the
official letter of captain Keats to sir James Sauma-
rez, the Saint-Antoine, both in Steel’s lists and in
the navy-office books, continued, and in the latter
still continues, to be called the San-Antonio.

. Although from a desire to be impartial we inva-
riably, if in our power, consult the accounts on both
sides of the question, and are frequently enabled to
extract, even on the subject of british naval history,
much useful information from an account drawn up
by a Frenchman or Spaniard, the best french ac-
count we can find of the proceedings of the com-

# Brenton, vol. iii. p.43.
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Ceesar abandoned the combat, bore up in confusion, 1801.
hauled on board her larboard tacks, and joined the o
Venerable, to whom the Thames was affording suc-
cour. It remained still to fight the Superb, who
was on the larboard bow of the french ship ; but the
english ship bore up, passed under the fee of the
Formidable out of gun-shot, and rejoined the other
vessels. At7 o’clock in the morning captain Troude
was master of the field of battle. ]—gle got upon deck
the remainder of his shot, sufficient still for another
hour’s action; refreshed his gallant crew, who had
so well seconded him, and repaired his rigging : his
sails were in tatters, the land-wind had ceased, and
he found himself becalmed, within gun-shot of the
english squadron, the boats of which were occupied
in giving assistance to the Venerable. This ship

now lost her mizenmast, and the current drove
her upon the coast. At 10 o’clock, the wind having
freshened, the Thames attempted to take the Vene-
rable in tow ; but, not being able to get her afloat,
she was wrecked between the Isle of Léon and the
point of San-Roche.” *

The french government believed, or affected to
believe, all this fanfaronade, and therefore could
do no less than reward the Formidable’s commanding
officer. This was done forthwith; and, from a very
young capitaine de frégate, M. Amable-Gilles Troude
was promoted to a capitaine de vaisseau, by com-
mission dated on the 14th of July, 1801, the very
day on which, with the aid of his pen, if not of his
sword, he had added so greatly to his own and his
country’s renown. ‘

LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS.

On the 3d of January the british 38-gun frigate Jan
Melpomene, captain sir Charles Hamilton, being off
the bar of Sénégal, the latter resolved, with the
concurrence of lieutenant-colonel Frazer, the com-

* For the original extract, see Appendix No. 12.
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ceeded in making his way to the ship, across a tre- 1801.
mendous surf, and under a heavy fire of grape-shot o
and musketry from the adjoining batteries. The
brig afterwards sank up to her gunwales, in the
quicksand on which she had grounded. The loss
sustained by the British in this spirited, although
bat partially successful affair, amounted to one lieu-
tenant, (William Palmer,) one Jieutenant of marines,
‘(William Vyvian,) one midshipman, (Robert Main,)

six seamen, oné marine, and one corporal of the
African corps killed, one master’s mate, (John Hen-
dric,) one sargeon’s mate, (Robert Darling,) 10 sea-
men, one corporal and four privates of marines, and
lieutenant Christie of the African corps wounded ;
total, 11 killed and 18 wounded.

On the 6th of January the british 28-gun frigate
Mercury, captain Thomas Rogers, cruising in the
gulf of Lyons, fell in with a convoy of about 20 sail
of vessels, bound from Cette to Marseille, under the
escort of two or three french gun-boats. The wea-
ther being nearly calm, captain Rogers despatched
his boats %but how commanded does not appear in
the gazette-letter) to attack the convoy ; 15 of which,
including two ships and four brigs, and all deeply
laden with brandy, sugar, corn, wine, oil, and otEer
merchandise, were brought off with very little re-
sistance and no loss, the gun-boats having all fled
upon the Mercury’s approach.

On the 20th, the island of Sardinia bearing east-
south-east distant 40 leagues, and the wind blowing
fresh, the Mercury fell in with, and after a nine
hours’ chase captured, without loss or resistance,
the french 20-gun ship-corvette Sans-Pareille, of 18
brass 8-pounders and two brass 36-pounder car-
ronades, and (the London Gazette says, “ fifteen,”
but the french captain’s deposition in the prize-
court) 166 men, commanded by lieutenant Gabriel
Renaud, from Toulon the day preceding, bound to
Alexandria, with a full cargo of shot, arms, medi-
cines, and supplies of every kind, for the french
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two seamen wounded. In defending herself, which 1801
she appears to have done in a very manful way, the ‘3.0,
Eclair lost one seaman killed, two drowned, and her
captain, first and second lieutenants, and six men
wounded. The schooner had recently sailed from
Rochefort ; and, although mounting only four guns,
was pierced for, and, being 145 tons, was well able to
carry, 12 guns, the number she afterwards mounted
in the british service.

Late in the month of December, 1800, the british 8-
EnnschoonerActive,acting-lieutenant Michael Fitton,

aving returned to Port-Royal from a long cruise,
needed a thorough repair. To employ to advantage
the intervening time, captain Henry Vansittart, of
the Abergavenny 54, of which ship the Active
was the tender, allowed lieutenant Fitton to transfer
himself and crew to one of the Active’s prizes, the
late spanish privateer N.-S. de los Dolores; a
felucca of about 50 tons, mounting one long 12-
pounder on a traversing carriage, with a screw to
raise it from the hold when wanted for use. Hav-
ing embarked on board of her, and stowed as well
as he could, his 44 officers and men, lieutenant
Fitton, early in January, 1801, sailed out on a cruise
upon the Spanish Main.

In her way along the coast, for every part of
which her commander was a pilot, the tender, whose
" rig and appearance were an admirable decoy, de-
stroyed two or three enemy’s small-craft; such as,
although not worth sending in, were precisely the
kind of vessels which had recently been committing
such serious depredations on West India commerce.
It may be observed here, that small, swift-sailing,
armed vessels, properly commanded and appointed,
are the only description of cruisers which can
operate with effect against the hordes of tiny, but
well-manned, and, to a merchant vessel, formidable
privateers, that usually swarm in the West India
seas. The Active herself had perhaps captured or
destroyed more of these marauders, than any frigate

VOL. 1L o
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tunity of showing how well his men could handle 1801.
their 12-pounder. It was soon raised up, and was Ju.
discharged repeatedly, in quick succession, with
evident effect.

After about 30 minutes’ mutual firing with cannon
and musketry, the Santa-Maria sheered off, and di-
rected her course for the isle of Varus, evidently
with an intent to run on shore. Her persevering
though one-gun opponent stuck close to her, plying
her well witﬁu shot, great and small; but the tender
was unable, as her commander wished, to grapple the
schooner, because the latter kept the weathergage.
Atlength the Santa-Maria grounded ; and lieutenant
Fitton, aware that, if the schooner landed her men in
the bushes, no attempt of his people would avail,eased
off the lugger’s sheets, and ran her also on shore,
about 10 yards from the Santa-Maria. The mus-
ketry of the latter as she heeled over greatly annoy-
ing the tender’s men, who had no barricades to
shelter them, lieutenant Fitton leaped overboard ;
and, with his sword in his mouth, followed by the

eater part of his crew similarly armed, swam to,

ded, and after a stout resistance carried, the
spanish schooner.

In this splendid little affair, the tender lost two
seamen killed and five wounded; and, of her small
crew, numbering originally but 45, many were too
sick to attend their quarters. Four or five, also, who
were in the sick list, heedless alike of the doctor’s
injunctions and their own feeble state, had, when
the boarding call was made, sprung over the side
with their comrades ; and one or two of them nearly
perished, in consequence of their inability to strug-
: ﬂe with the waves. The loss on board the Santa-

aria, as acknowledged by her officers, amounted
to five men killed and nine wounded, including her
. commander, who, poor fellow, had both his hands
carried away by a grape-shot.
*It took some hours ere the tender, with the help
of the prize’s anchors and2cables, (her own having
o
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frigate of 897 tons, was afterwards added to the 1sel.
géitish navy under the same name as a 12-pounder 3"

On the 29th of January, at noon, the british 24-
gun ship Bordelais, captain Thomas Manby, while
cruising to-windward of Barbadoes, discovered, in
chase of her to-windward, two men-of-war brigs and
a schooner. The Bordelais immediately shortened
sail to comply with their wishes; and, at sunset, the
french national brigs, Curieux, of 18 long 8-pounders
and 168 men, captain Georges Radelet, and Mutine,
of 16 long 6-pounders and 156 men, and the schooner -
Espérance, of six 4-pounders and 52 men, got within
f{un-shot. At 6 p. M., having wore round, the Borde-

ais was enabled to bring the Curieux to action, at
about 10 yards’ distance. Scarcely had the Bordelais
opened her heavy metal upon the Curieux, than the
latter’s two consortsabandoned her. Whenit is known
that the Bordelais was a ship of 625 tons, mounting
twenty-two 32-pounder carronades and 2 long nines,
with a complement of 195 men, the surprise will be
great that tﬁe Curieux alone should, for 30 minutes,
sustain an action with her ; and that, too, at a distance
so favourable to a carronade-battery. ,

On being taken possession of after having hailed
that she had struck, the Curieux’s deck was found, as
might indeed be expected, strewed from end to end
with the dying and the dead. The captainhadhad both
his legs shot off, and survived but a few hours; and
the brig’s killed and wounded, in the whole, amount-
ed to about 50. The Bordelais, on the other hand,
escaped with only one mankilled and seven wounded ;
including among the latter lieutenant Robert Barrie,
who did not quit his quarters, master’s mate James
Jones, and midshipman John Lions.

It was not in the killed and wounded only, that the
french brig afforded proofs of the obstinacy of her
resistance : her hull ﬁad been so pierced with shot,
that, in about half an hour after she was taken pos-
session of, the Curieux was found to be sinking.

-
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chantmen, and either her convoy or prizes, kept their 1801.
wind. R

At 8 h. 45 m. the corvette, as if not liking the
Penguin’s appearance, tacked and rejoined her con-
sorts ; whereupon the Penguin tacked also, and stood
after them. At 5h. 10 m. p. m. the Penguin arrived
nearly within gun-shot of the sternmost ship ; when
the corvette, firing a shot, hoisted french colours,
as did the others. All three ships then formed
in line, and bore down for the brig’s larboard quar-
ter. The Penguin again tacked to close, and pre-
sently afterwards received and returned the fire of
the three ships as they passed in succession. Being
desirous to obtain the weathergage, the Penguin
stood on; and at 6 h. 15 m. p. M., having got into
the wake of the french ships, the brig a third time
tacked.

Immediately on this the corvette hauled to-wind-
ward, and her two friends or prizes astern bore away
and steered different courses: one of these ships,
however, soon afterwards hauled up again as close as
she could lie. In a few minutes the Penguin arrived
nearly abreast and to-leeward of this ship; when
the latter, relying upon her weight and size, steered
for the british brig’s beam, with the intention of run-
ning her down. Two or three heavy and well-directed
broadsides from the Penguin, poured in just as the
ship approached near, caused the latter to let fly her
topgallant sheets, and haul down the french flag.

Scorning to stay to take possession of so unworthy
an antagonist, when a ship more than equal to her-
self remained to be subdued, the Penguin stood on
close hauled, and at about 7 h. 25 m. observed the
corvette upon her larboard and weather quarter.
In five minutes afterwards, just as the brig was about
to recommence the engagement, her fore topmast
came down; and, to add to the misfortune, it fell
over on the larboard side, and temporarily disabled
the fore yard. Seeing the unmanageable state of
her opponent, the french cotvette, at 7 h. 45 m.,
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at west, discovered on the african shore, nearly 1801.
abreast of the fortress of Ceuta, a strange ship un- g,
der a press of sail, steering directly up the Mediter-
ranean, The Pheebe, having her head to the north
ward, immediately tacked and stood for the stranger;
who, however, made no alteration in her course. At
7h.30 m. p. m. the Pheebe, by her superiority of
sailing, closed the stranger upon the larboard quar-
ter; and the latter, finding an action inevitable,
shortened. sail. Having done the same, and being
unable from the darkness to discern her colours, the
Pheebe fired a shot over the strange ship, to induce
her to bring to. Almost immediately afterwards the
french 40-gun frigate Africaine, commodore Saul-
nier, with troops, six brass field-pieces, several
thousand stands of arms, and a great quantity of am-
munition, (but not. “implements of agriculture,” as
erroneously stated in the official letter,) which she
had embarked at Rochefort, and, having sailed with
and since parted from the 36-gun frigate Régénérée,
similarly freighted, was conveying to Egypt, altered
her course to port; and, as soon as she could bring
her broadside to bear, discharged it at the Phcebe,
but with little or no effect.

Having altered her course so as to keep parallel
with her opponent, and got quite near to her, the
Pheebe poured in a well-directed, and, as it proved,
most destructive broadside. The two ships, with
their heads to the northward, then continued the
engagement within pistol-shot distance, until 9h. 30 m.
P. M.; when the Africaine, being nearly unrigged,
having five feet water in the hold, her decks literally
encumbered with dead, and the greater part of
her guns dismounted, struck her colours. Her masts
were all badly wounded, and, had there been any
swell, would have fallen over her side. The
Pheebe’s masts were also much injured, and chiefly
owed their stability to the smoothness of the sea.
Her rigging and sails, too, were scarcely in better
plight than those of the Africaine.
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Although her net complement, including 18 boys,
was 261, the Pheebe had sailed from Cork seven
men short, and had since manned and sent to Gib.
raltar one recaptured brig with seven, and one de-
tained brig witE eight men; so that her crew on
board was reduced to 239. Of this number the
Pheebe had only one seaman killed, and her first
lieutenant, (John Wentworth Holland,) master, (Tho-
mas Griffiths,) and 10 seamen wounded.

The Joss on board the Africaine was truly dread-
ful. The total number of persons on board of her
were 715; of which number 315 composed the ship’s
regular crew, and the 400 were troops and artificers
of various descriptions. Of her 715 in crew and
supernumeraries, the Africaine had commodore Saul-
nier, one brigadier-general, two captains in the army,
eight petty-officers, three surgeons, (actually killed
in the cockpit, while dressing the wounded!) and
185 seamen, marines, artillerymen, troops, and arti-
ficers killed, and one general of division, (Desfor
neaux,) one general of battalion, one general of
cavalry, one aide-de-camp, one major of battalion,
her first lieutenant, or capitaine de frégate, (Jean-
Jacques Magendie, in the head,) five other lieute-
naunts, two volunteers, two lieutenants of grenadiers,
one lieutenant of foot, three petty-officers, and 125
seamen, marines, artillerymen, tr()(){:s and artificers
wounded ; making a total of 200 killed, and 143
wounded, the greater part of them mortally. A
return to this effect, signed by captain Magendie,
was delivered to captain Barlow; but the former
stated in the return, that it probably fell short of the
real loss sustained, especially in killed.

The force of the Pheebe, whose guns were in num-
ber 44, has already appeared.* That of the Afri-
caine consisted, according to the return signed by
captain Magendie and subjoined to the official letter,
of 26 long 18-pounders on the main deck and 18 long

* See vol. ii, p. 134, and vol. i. p. 468.
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8-pounders® on the quarterdeck and forecastle ;1g01.
total 44 guns also. If her eight 32-pounder car- '~
ronades gave the Pheebe a slight preponderance in **
broadside weight of metal, the decided superiority

in number of men, even of her regular crew, gave the
Africaine a still greater advantage in that very es-
sential point ; an advantage which would have been

in the proportion of nearly three to one, could the
whole of the Africaine’s crew and supernumeraries,

in the event of boarding for instance, have been in a
situation toact. But, as a combat to be decided by
great guns only, an allowance is requisite, and a
considerable one too, for that which a mere confront-
ation of figures can never explain, the lumbered
state of the french ship’s decks; an inconvenience
which the troops themselves, by their valour, their
mistaken valour, contributed to increase. Although
their musketry could be of little or no avail in the
dark, yet, upon the same erroneous principle that so
augmented the loss among the soldiers on board one

of the british ships at Copenhagen, they considered

it as a point of honour to remain on deck and be
mowed down by scores.

Circumstanced as he was, commodore Saulnier
acted as wisely in endeavouring to avoid a contest,
as, when it actually began, did the officers, ship’s
company, soldiers, and all that were on board the
Africaine, heroically, in defending their ship until
she was reduced to a sinking state, and they to half
their original number ; all by the heavy, the search-
ing‘,‘;he irresistible broadsides of the Pheebe.

ith ships so damaged in masts and rigging, and
with so many prisoners on board, captain Barlow had
still a most anxious duty to perform. To increase
the difficulties of his situation, the westerly breeze
freshened.  For four days the Pheebe and her prize
persevered in working to-windward ; but on the fifth
day, having made very slow progress and feeling

#* Misprinted in the London Gazette “18 de 9,” instead of
18 de 8.”






BOATS OF THE TRENT AT BREHAT. 205

Pectedly, with a heavy and destructive fire of grape, 1801.
angridge, and musketry. Inspite of this opposition, Ve,
the British gallantly pushed on, and boarded seve-
ral of the vessels; but, from the heavy loss they
sustained, could only bring off one of the galleys.
That loss consisted of the first lieutenant of the An-
dromache, (Joseph Taylor,) one master’s mate, (Wil-
liam M‘Cuin,) one midshipman, (William Winches-
ter, both of the Cleopatra,) and six seamen killed,
and 12 seamen wounded. Some of the hoats had
also been sunk by the enemy’s shot. The loss among
the Spaniards on board the captured gun-vessel was
nine killed and several wounded.

On the 3d of April, at daybreak, the british 18- April

under 36-gun frigate Trent, captain sir Edward
E)amilton, while lying at an anchor among the rocks
off the Isles of Bréhat, discovered a ship, with french
colours flying, under the protection of an armed
cutter and lugger, making sail with the flood from
the anchorage of Bréhat towards Plampoul. The
boats of the frigate, under the orders of lieutenant
George Chamberlayne, assisted by lieutenants Ro-
bert Scallon and John Bellamy, lieutenant of marines
‘Walter Tait, and Mr. Thomas Hoskins the master,
instantly proceeded to endeavour to secure the ship.

With the seeming intention of defending what
" proved to be a prize recently made, the French sent
many boats from the shore; and these, assisted by
the lugger, took the ship in tow. The intrepid ad-
vance of the Trent’s boats, however, caused the
shore-boats and lugger to cast off the ship, and pre-
pare to defend themselves. A sharp conflict now en-
sued ; at the end of which the french lugger and
boats, although protected by five batteries, were
subdued and chased upon the rocks. Shortly after-
wards the ship was boarded by the first lieutenant
and the lieutenant of marines; which latter, how-
ever, lost his right leg on the occasion. This, with
two seamen killed, appears to have been the extent
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of the loss on the british side, The ship proved
to be an english merchant vessel; but, as the French
had all quitted her and taken the crew with them, no
articulars could be obtained. Two men were found
ead upon her decks, and several are supposed to
have been drowned in attempting to escape from
the British when they boarded.

On the 19th of April,at 8 h. 30 m. a. M., the british
38-gun frigate Sibylle, captain Charles Adam, ob-
serving signals flying on St.-Anme’s island, one of
the Seychelles, hoisted french colours; and at9 a.n,,
having rounded the island, discovered in Mahé roads,
close in-shore, a frigate with-her foremast out, ac-
companied by several small-craft. The Sibylle im-
mediately backed her main topsail, cleared for
action, and got springs on the anchors: she then
filled, and set the foresail. At 10 a.m. the french
36-gun frigate Chiffonne, captain Pierre Guieysse,
fired a shot and hoisted her colours. At 10 h. 15m.
A. M., having passed through a winding and intricate
channel formed by various dangerous shoals, and
discoverable only by the change of colour in the
water as seen by a man stationed at the mast-head,
the Sibylle anchored within about 100 yards of the
french frigate; not being able to get nearer, on ac-
count of a shoal that lay on the Chiffonne’s larboard
or outermost bow.

At 10 h.25m. A. M., having dropped her best bower
under fgot, so as to bring her broadside to bear, and
substituted english for french colours, the Sibylle
opened her fire, receiving in return a fire from
the Chiffoune, as well as from a battery erected in
a raking position on the neighbouring shore. The
canmonade continued with tolerable spirit until 10h.
42m. A.m.; when the Chiffonne struck her flag, cut
her cable, and drifted upon a reef. 'While an officer
and party went to take possession, the Sibylle veered
away her cable, so. that her broadside might bear
upon the battery, which still continued its fire. No
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sooner, however, did a lieutenant and a few of the 1801.
Sibylle’s men land upon the beach, than the battery a.
also struck its colours.

At the surrender of the frigate, a great number
of her crew took to the boats and escaped on shore ;
and the men at the battery also escaped. The lat-
ter was found to consist of four of the frigate’s fore-
castle guns, mounted on a plank platform, defended
by fascines, and provided with a furnace for heating

ot. The Sibylle’s force in guns and men has al-
ready aE ared.* Of the latter, she had only two
seamen Rleed, and one midshipman slightly wounded.
The Chiffonne appears to have been armed the same
as the generality of french 36-gun frigates, and had
a complement of 296 men; of whom the Sibylle’s
fire kirled 23, and wounded 30. About 100, includ-
ing those stationed at the battery, escaped: the re-
mainder were made prisoners.

Although the Chifftorme was certainly no match for
the Sibylle, the dangerous circumstances, under which
she had been approached and attacked, entitle the
officers and crew of the british frigate to a consider-
able share of credit. The Chiffonne, with 32 banished
Frenchmen on board, had sailed from Nantes on the
14th of April, 1800, and had siuce, agreeably to
her orders, landed them upon the Seychelles. z'l‘he '
prize was a fine frigate of 945 tons, and was after-
wards purchased for the use of the british navy; in
which, under her french name, she classed as a 12-
pounder 36. ‘

The british 14-gun brig-sloop Speedy, captain
lord Cochrane, during one of her cruises in the Me-
diterranean, had so aunoyed the Spaniards by cutting
up their coasting trade, that the government de-
spatched armed vessels in pursuit of her from several

orts. Early in April one of the seekers of the
ritish brig, the 32.gun xebec Gamo, by means of
closed or hanging ports, decoyed the Speedy within

* See vol. ii, p, 474,
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the instant she heard the command given, the brig 1801
sheered off. The attempt was again made, and jfj,
again frustrated. At length, after a 45 minutes’
cannonade, in .which the Speedy, with all her ma-
nceuvring, could not evade the heavy broadsides of
the Gamo, and bad sustained, in consequence, a loss
of three seamen killed and five wounded, lord Coch-
rane determined to board. With this intent the
Speedy ran close alongside the Gamo ; and the crew
of the british vessel, headed by their gallant com-
mander, made a simultaneous rush from every part of
her upon the decks of the Spaniard. For about 10
minutes the contest was desperate, especially in the
waist; but the impetuosity of the assault was irre-
sistible : the spanish colours were struck, and the
Gamo became the prize of the Speedy.

The Speedy’s gun-force has already been stated
at 14 long 4-pounders. Her number of men and boys,
at the commencewment of the action was 54. Of these
the brig lost, inthe boarding-attack, only one seaman
killed, her first lieutenant, Richard William Parker,
(severely, both by musketry and the sword,) her
boatswain and one seaman wounded ; making, with
her loss by the cannonade, three killed and eigh’;
wounded. The Gamo mounted 22 long spanisk, 192.
pounders on the main deck, with eight long eights and
two “ heavy carronades,” probably 24-pounders, on
the quarterdeck and forecastle. Her crew amounted
to 274 officers, seamen, boys, and supernumeraries,
and 45 marines, total 319 ; of which number she had
her commander, don Francisco de Torris, the boat-
swain, and 13 men killed, and 41 men wounded.

The Gamo’s was a force which was enough to
alarm, and, in abler hands, might easily have sub-
dued, such a vessel as the Speedy. A crew of 280
or 300 was the lowest number of men, that a ship,
of the evident force and size of the Gamo, could be
supposed to have on board ; and yet lord Cochrane,
at the head of about 40 men, and, deducting the boys,
the helmsman, (who was Mr. James Guthrie, the sur-

voL, ul. P
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ensued; but which, by 2 p. M., had considerably 1801.
decreased on the part of the vessels and battery. jom.
Encouraged, however, by a felucca of 12 guns and
two gun-boats that came to their assistance, the
Spaniards recommenced firing, and by 3h. 30 m. p. m,
had their 20-gun xebec and two of their gun-boats
sunk by the fire of the two brigs: in a little while
another of the gun-boats shared the same fate. The
tower and the remaining three gun-boats continued
to annoy the brigs with their shot, until about 6h.
30 m., when the fire of the tower slackened. The
Kangaroo soon afterwards cutting her cable to get to
a nearer position, the gun-boats fled; and, by 7 p. M.,
the tower was completely silenced.

The Kangaroo and Speedy continued until mid-
night to be annoyed by a heavy fire of musketry from
the shore ; but, in the mean time, the boats of the two
brigs, under the orders of lieutenant Thomas Fou-
lerton, first of the Kangaroo, assisted by lieutenant
Benjamin Warburton, of the Speedy, and by mid-
shipmen the honourable Archibald Cochrane, Wil-
liam Dean, and Thomas Taylor, had succeeded in
bringing out three brigs laden with wine, rice, and
bread. On the return of the boats from this service,
lord Cochrane himself, with his wonted zeal, took them
under his command, and went in-shore again, in the
hope of bringing away more, but found all the re-
mainder either sunk or driven on the beach. It was
fortunate for the tower, that the ammunition of the
two brigs was by this time expended, or the two
enterprising captains would have razed it to its
foundation ; as indeed, only the day previous, they
had the adjacent tower of Almanara, mounting two
brass 4-pounders. :

The loss of the British, in the attack upon this
spanish convoy, consisted of one midshipman, (Thomas

aylor,) killed by a musket-shot in one of the boats,
:mdy two lieutenants, (Thomas Foulerton and Thomas
Brown Thompson,) seven seamen, and one marine
wounded ; all belonging ;o the Kangaroo, although,

P
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the french crew from rising, and ‘being without a 1801.
sufficient force to resist the gun-boats, which were Jup.
fast approaching, and had already several times
raked tze ship, lieutenant Mather reluctantly aban-
doned his prize; but not until he had made three
ineffectual attempts to set her on fire.

The loss of the British on this occasion amounted
to one seaman and one marine killed, and four seamen
wounded. That of the French on board the Bull-
dog is stated to have been 20 inkilled, wounded, and
drowned. As soon as she descried the prize stand-
ing out of the mole, the Mercury weighed and steered
towards her ; but the calm so retarded the progress of
the frigate, that the Bull-dog was towed back to her
former station at the mole long before the Mercury
could get near her. The Bull-dog afterwards suc-
ceeded in putting to sea, but was taken on her passage
to Egypt gy the 24-gun ship Champion, captain lord
Willham Stuart.

On the 23d of June, in the morning, the british
18-gun brig-sloop Corso, captain William Ricketts,
chased among the rocks in the small islands of
Tremiti, lying in the gulf of Venice, and inhabited
by a few renegadoes only, a pirate tartan, the Tigre,
of eight 6 anﬂ2 pounders and a crew of 60 French
and Italians. Upon the appearance of the Mercury

, soon afterwards, the pirate landed the greater part
of her crew; who, with a 4-pounder and musketry,

* posted themselves upon a hill to defend their vessel,
which lay aground close to them with hawsers fast
to the shore.

Being resolved to make an effort to stop the further
career of this band of robbers, captain Rogers
despatched upon that service the boats of the frigate
and brig, under the orders of lieutenant William

- Mather, assisted by lieutenant Wilson of the marines.
Notwithstanding tKat they were exposed to a smart
fire of cannon and musketry, both from the vessel and
the hill, the boats gallantly rowed in; and, while
lieutenant Mather with the seamen boarded the
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Tigre, lieutenant Wilson with the marines landed to
drive away the banditti from the hill : the Mercury
and Corso, at the same time overawed the pirates by
occasionally firing such of their guns as would bear.
The marines succeeded in their object without the
loss of a man, and took several prisoners; and
the seamen, with equal good fortune, hove the tartan
off the rocks and brought her out, together with a
quantity of plunder, consisting of bales of cotton and
other goods, which the Tigre had taken from vessels
of different nations.

In the summer of this year, the three british fri-
gates, Doris, captain Charles Brisbane, Beaulieu,
captain Stephen Poyntz, and Uranie, captain George
Henry Gage, by the orders of admiral Cornwallis,
who since the 21st of the preceding February had
succeeded earl St.-Vincent (appointed first lord of
the admiralty) as commander in chief of the Channel
fleet, were stationed off the point of St.-Mathiew,
to watch the motions of the french and spanish fleets
in Brest harbour. In the month of Jnr;, while the
above frigate-squadron was lying at anchor about
three miles to the south-south-east of St.-Mathieun’s
lichthouse, and in full view of the combined fleet,
the french 20-gun ship-corvette Chevrette was dis-
covered also at an anchor, under some batteries in
Camaret bay; a position in which the French con-
sidered their vessel almost as secure as if she were
in the road of Brest. It will, nevertheless, not be
thought surprising, that the British resolved to
attempt cutting her out.  Accordingly, on the night
of the 20th, the boats of the Beaulieu and Doris, (the
Uranie not then present,) manned entirely by volm-
teers, and placed under the orders of lieutenant
Woodley Losack, of the Ville-de-Paris, purposely
sent by the admiral to take the command, proceeded
on the enterprise ; but, the boats not pulling alike, and
the leading ones being too zealous to slacken their
efforts, the detachment separated. In consequence
of this accident, some of the boats returned; while
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the remainder, baving reached the entrance of Ca- 1801.
maret bay, where they expected to be joined by their ‘}.‘,f;"
companions, lay upon their oars until daybreak on
the 21st. The service being one that required dark-
ness for its success, the boats now pulled back to their
ships; but the mischief was done: they had been
discovered from the Chevrette and the shore, and so
much of the plan as contemplated a surprise was
defeated. .

As a proof of this, on the same morning, the
Chevrette got under way, and, after running about a
mile and a half further up the bay, moored herself
close under some heavy batteries, one in particular
upon a point of land off her larboard and inner bow.
'l{:ncorvette then took on board a body of soldiers,
sufficient to augment her number of men to 339,
bad the arms and ammunition brought upon deck,
and loaded her almost up to their muzzles
with grape-shot. The batteries, also, prepared them-
selves; temporary redoubts were thrown up upon
the adjacent points, and a gun-vessel, armed with
two long 36-pounders, was moored as a guard-boat at
the entrance of the bay. Having thus profited by
the discovery of the morning, the Chevrette dis-
played, in defiance, a large french ensign above an
english one. This was plainly seen by the three
frigates, and served but to inspire their crews with
increased ardour to engage, and with redoubled
determination to reverse the position of the flags.

At about 9h. 30 m. p. M. the boats of the three
frigates, joined by the barge and pinnace of the
Robust 74, numbering 15 in the whole, and con-
taining between them about 280 officers and men,
still under the command of lieutenant Losack,

eeded, a second time, to attempt the daring
service of cutting out the Chevrette. Shortly after-
wards lieutenant Losack, with his own and five
other boats, proceeded in chase of a boat from the
shore, supposed to be a look-out boat belonging to
the Chevrette, and therefore proper to be secured.
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effected the boarding. Those who had been ordered 1801.
to go aloft, fought their way to their respective Joiy.
stations ; and, although some were killed, and others '
desperately wounded, the remainder gained the cor-
vette’s yards. Here the seamen found the foot-
ropes strapged up ; but, surmounting every obstacle,
the intrepid fellows quickly performed the service
upon which they had been ordered. Thus,in less than
three minutes after the ship had been boarded, and
in the midst of a conflict against numbers more than
trebly superior, down came the Chevrette’s three
topsails and courses. The cable, in the mean time,
having been cut outside, and a light breeze having
sprung up from the land, the ship began drifting out
of the bay.

No sooner did the Frenchmen see the sails fall,
and their ship under way, than some of them leaped
overboard ; while others dropped their arms, and
sprang down the hatchways. The British there-
upon got possession of the quarterdeck and fore-
castle; which, although but five minutes had elapsed
since the assault bad commenced, were nearly cover-
ed with dead bodies. Those of the corvette’s crew,
that had fled below, still maintained a smart fire of
musketry from the main deck and up the hatchways,
but were at length overpowered and compelled to
submit. In her way out, during a short interval of
calm, the Chevrette became exposed to a heavy
fire of round and grape from the batteries; but a
light breeze from the north-east soon drove the ship
out of gun-shot. It was at about this time that the
six boats under lieutenant Losack joined company ;
and lieutenant Maxwell, of course, was superseded
in the command.

The British had. one lieutenant of marines,
(James Sinclair,) one midshipman, {Robert Warren,)
seven seamen, and two marines killed, two lieu-
tenants, (Martin Neville and Walter Burke, the
latter mortally,) one master’s mate, (William Phil-,
lips,) three midshipmen, (Edward Crofton, Edward
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soon cleared of the enemy. Here Mr. Brown re. 1801.
mained during the rest of the contest, not only re- :}'.;’
pulsing the French in their frequent attempts to
retake his post, but attending to the orders from the
quarterdecg, and assisting In casting the ship and
making sail, with as much coolness as if he had been
on board the Beaulieu.

Henry Wallis, who, as already stated, had been
appointed to take charge of the corvette’s helm,
fought his way to the wheel ; and, although severely
wounded in the contest and bleeding, this brave
seaman steadily remained at his post, steering the
Chevrette until beyond the reach of the batteries.
‘Wallis had been seven years in the Beaulieu,
and was ever among the foremost in a service of
danger. “If a man had fallen overboard, he was
always fortunately in the way, and either in the boat
or the water: during the time he belonged to the
ship nearly a dozen men were indebted to him for
their lives, which he had saved by plunging over-
board, sometimes even in a gale of wind, at the
utmost hazard of his own.” ¥

The Chevrette, when attacked, was bound with a
eargo of stores to Sénégal, and thence to the island
of Guadeloupe : she was a similar ship to the Boune-
Citoyenne; but, owing, we believe, to the proba-
bly successful termination of the pending negotia-
tions between the two countries, more than to any
thing else, the Chevrette was not purchased for
the use of the british navy. Lieutenant Losack,
on account of some misunderstanding respecting
the actual commanding officer at the cutting out
the corvette, was promoted to the rank of com-
mander. On the &h of August, however, upon
some facts coming to his knol:sedge, admiral Corn-
wallis ordered a court of inquiry to be held on board
the Mars. The result was, that lieutenant Keith
Maxwell received from the admiralty immediate
promotion to a commander’s rank, and from the

* Naval Chronicle, vol. vii. pp. 316, 217.
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gallant little exploit, it was achieved without a single 1801
casualty. d ey
On the night of the 20th of August captain Thomas
Byam Martin, cruising off Corunna with the frigates
Fisgard, Diamond, and Boadicea, sent lieutenant Phi-
lip Pipon, with the boats of the squadron, to attack the
spanish vessels in the port. The boats immediately
ulled for and entered the harbour ; and lieutenant
ipon and his party succeeded in boarding and carry-
ing the Neptuuo, a new ship pierced for 20 guns,
belonging to his catholic majesty, a gun-boat mount-
ing one long spanish 24-pounder, and a merchant
ship; - all moored within the strong batteries that
protect the port, and lying so near to them, that the
sentinelson the ramparts challenged the boats’ crews,
and opened upon them a heavi'l fire. Notwith-
- standing this opposition, the british officers and men,
with their accustomed coolness and perseverance,
roceeded to execute the remainder of their task,
and brought all three vessels safe out of the harbour
without snstaining the slightest loss. For his gal-
lantry and address ou this occasion, lieutenant Pipon,
early in the following year, was promoted to the
rank of commander.
On the 2d of September, at 11 h. 30 m. A, M., sept.
the british 18-gun ship-sloop Victor, (sixteen 32- ..
ounder carronades and two sixes,) captain George snd
alph Collier, being off the Seychelle islands, disco- Fléche-
vered and chased a strange man-of-war brig. At5h.
30 m. p.m., proving the bettersailer going off the wind,
the Victor was enabled to bring to close action the
french brig-corvette Fléche, of 18 long 8-pounders,
commanded by lieutenant Jean-Baptiste %onnavie.
The latter’s 8-pounders being no match for the for-
mers 32-pounder carronades, the Fléche, after
receiving and returning two broadsides, hauled her
wind a.ng endeavoured to escape. Having had her
driver topping-lift, maintopmast-stay, and her prin-
cipal braces on the starboard side shot away, the
Victor was unable to wear quick enough to check

Aug.
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position, or the difficulty of approaching it, that had 1801.
actuated the french officers to hoist this foolish o
signal : the Fléche now mounted the whole of her
guns; which had not, it appears, been the case in
the skirmish of the 2d. Soon after daylight the
Victor weighed and made sail towards the channel ;
the narrowness and intricacy of which, added to the
unfavourable state of the wind, compelled her to
use warps and her staysails only.

So fine an opportunity was taken due advantage
of I:Lthe Fléche, and the Victor became exposed to
a raking fire, until; shoaling her water, the latter,
at about 9 p. M., came to with the best bower. The
british sloop soon recommenced warping, and con-
tinued it until 11 h. 45 m. p. M.; when, letting go the
small bower with two springs, the Victor brought
her broadside to bear, and instantly commenced
firing. Between the two vessels an incessant can-
nonade was maintained until 2 h. 20 m. a. M. on the
7th, when the Fléche -was discovered to be sinking.
In a few minutes afterwards the latter cut her cable,
cast round, and grounded at the bow on a coral reef.
An officer and party were sent from the Victor to
board her; and immediately the french crew com-
menced setting fire to their vessel. Another sarty
from the sloop quickly followed the first; and the
British then took possession and struck the colours
of the french brig. Scarcely, however, had they
succeeded in ‘extinguishing the flames, than the
Fléche fell on her larboard bilge into deeper water,
and sank.

Out of her 120 men and boys, the Victor, in this
second and, for the present, decisive affair, had not a
man hurt. This was rather extraordinary, as several
shothad struck her hull,some between wind and water,
and her rigging and boats had also been a good deal
cut. The loss on the part of the Fléche, out of an al-
leged complement, of 145, (including four lieutenants,
besides her commanding officer,) from the number of
dead and wounded reported to have been found on
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ging cut to pieces, and one carronade dismounted, 1801,
and having received several shot between wind and aqg.
water, the Sylph edged away to repair her damages.
Perceiving, however, that the frigate either was
unable or unwilling to make sail in pursuit, the
Sylph, as soon-as she was out of gun-shot, hove to.

On the 1st of August, at daybreak, the Sylph
discovered her late opponent, with her fore yard
upon deck, about seven miles off in the north-vyest,
wioich was now to-windward, the wind having shifted
to that quarter in a squall during the night. Seeing
the frigate in this apparently disabled. state, the
Sylph made sail in chase ; but, on account of a se-
vere wound in her mainmast and a rising sea, the
brig was obliged, instead of tacking, to wear, which
retarded her progress. While the S{llph was thus
slowlyadvancing, the frigate swayed up her fore yard,
wore, and made all sail for the land, but still without
hoisting any colours. As the brig’s mainmast was
every moment expected to go over the side, as she
was then making a foot and a half of water per hour
from shot-hole leaks, and as the stranger was evi-
dently a frigate of 14 guns of a side on her main deck,
captain Dashwood felt it to be his duty to wear and
stand to the northward; having already sustained a
loss, by the preceding night’s action, of one seaman
killed, and one midshipman (Lionel Carey) and eight
seamen wounded, three of them dangerously.

Before we submit any remarks upon the alleged
name and force of the Sylph’s antagonist in this to
her very creditable action, we will relate another
contest in which, about a month afterwards, the brig
was' engaged almost in the same spot.

The damages the Sylph had received rendering
her return to port indispensable, captain Dashwood
was directed by admiral Cornwallis, under whose
orders he was cruising, to proceed to Plymouth.
Having here undergone a complete refit, the Sylph
sailed to rejoin the commander in chief off Ushant,
and by the latter was ordered to resume her station
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to retarn to St.-Andero to refit; and from the dis- 1801.
ordered state which she was in when making off, 5.
I have the strongest reason to suppose she has now
met with a siinilar fate, particularly as a number -
of lights and men were seen hanging over her bows,
from which I infer she must have received consider-
able damage ; and I think there is every probability
of some of his majesty’s frigates falling in with her,
as I unluckily parted with the Immortalité a few -
hours before.” Some additional information is con-
tained in the following note to a passage of this
letter: ¢ The french journals of that period also
stated, that the captain was tried by a court-martial,
and condemned to be shot, for his conduct on that
occasion ; which sentence Buonaparte approved and
ordered to be carried into execution.”#

‘We wish it was in our power to adduce some
stronger evidence than that contained in the two
extracts above given, as to the identity of the ship
twice so gallantly engaged by the Sylph. The old
Artémise, it will be recollected, was blown up at
the battle of the Nile :1 consequently this must have
been a new ship of that name; and, as the French
had very wisely discontinued building any more 12-

under frigates, the Artémise of 1801 must have
ﬁzen a 40-gun frigate carrying 18-pounders, and
mounﬁng in the whole at least 44 guns. Had the
improbability that such a ship would retreat from an
18-gun brig, or, in an action of more than two hours’
continuance, do no more execution than cut away a
few ropes, send a shot through a topmast, and
slightly wound one man, struck the compiler from
the “french journals,” as forcibly as it has us,he would
have quoted the passage entire, and have given a
name and a date to the journal which contained so
important an admission in favour of the Sylph’s com-
mander and crew. Even the name of the french
captain “ condemned to be shot” is not given; and

# Marshall, vol. ii. p. 456.

+ See vol. ii. p. 249, o
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James Pasley, assisted by Mr. M‘Cloud, midship- 1801.
man, to attempt to cut her out. At about 10 o
30 m. p. M. the two boats found the privateer at
anchor, waiting the attack; and, on their near
approach, received a fire from her that severely
wounded several of the men. In spite of this, how-
ever, the British boarded, and, after a short but se-
vere contest, carried the schooner. In this well-
conducted and gallant boat-attack, the British sus-
tained a loss of one seaman killed, Mr. M‘Cloud,
and 12 seamen wounded; within two of half the
party. ‘The loss on board the Esperanza was re-
Ppresented to have been 21 killed and six wounded ;
mncluding, among the former, the captain, Josef
Callie, and all his officers. Considering the un-
questionable gallantry of this enterprise, we regret

to see the name of James Pasley in the list of lieu-
tenants of the present day.

On the 2lst of July, soon after daylight, the July.
island of Cabrera bearing north-east distant six or
seven leagues, the british hired brig Pasley, mounting
fourteen 12-pounder carronades and two long sixes,
with a crew of 54 men and boys, commanded by
lieutenant William Wooldridge, fell in with a spa-
nish man-of-war xebec, of 22 guns; which at 7 a. m.
hailed the Pasley and desired her to send her boat
on board. The reply to this was a broadside within
_pistol-shot distance; and the Pasley continued to
engage her superior opponent until 8 h. 15 m.; when
_the xebec ceased her fire, and, taking advantage of
_the calm which had followed the heavy firing, pulled
away with her sweeps. The Pasley used her sweeps
- in pursuit; but the xebec, having more sweeps and
* more men, outpulled the british brig, and before
~ mnight reached t{:e island of Ivica. In this very cre-
litable affair to the Pasley, the latter had one sea-
nan killed and two wounded.

In a few months afterwards an opportunity oc- o,
surred, in which lieutenant Wooldridge was more
successful. On the 28th of October, Cape de
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surrendered by capitulation to ‘a british naval and 1801
military force, under rear-admiral John Thowasg,
Duckworth and lieutenant-general Trigge. On the Tho-
24th the swedish island of St.-Martin ; on the 29th ;‘""’
the danish islands of St.-Thomas, St.-John, and their Jeko,
dependencies; and, on the 31st, the danish island of suta-
Santa-Cruz, all accepted the same terms as St.- Cruz
Bartholomew. On the 16th of April the french Aeri
garrison evacuated the dutch island of St.-Eustatia ; Eusta-
which, with the island of Saba, was taken possession S,
of by the 20-gun ship Arab, captain John Perkins,

and a small %ehchment of troops under colonel
Blunt, of the third régiment of Buffs.

COAST OF AFRICA.
As soon as the british government became ap-

prized of that article in the treaty of Badajos, by
which Portugal agreed to exclude british si]:ip ing
from her ports, a force was sent to occupy the mfand Madei-
of Madeira. On the 23d of July a squadron an-r
chored in the bay of. Funchal, and a detachment of
troops under colonel Clinton landed and took pos-
session, without resistance, of the two forts which
command the anchorage.

These rompt measures on the part of England
induced tﬁe prince-regent to use his most strenuous
endeayours to prevent the first-consul of France,
who would not “acknowledge himself a party to,
the treaty with Spain, from overrunning gortu I betw.
with the powerful army which, under general Le- Frace
clerc, Buonaparte’s brother-in-law, was already upon Portu-;
the frontiers. Before, however, matters became 5"
ripe enough for action, England and France had
commenced the negotiations which ended in the
treaty of Amiens; and on the 29th of September a
treaty of peace was signed at Madrid between
France and Portugal ; by the fourth article of which
the latter ceded to France all that part of Portu-
guese Guiana, (nearly equal in extent to the whole
of French Guiana,) which extends to the Carapana-
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therefore, with a becoming forecast, delayed awhile 1801
disarming her ships. e

As any treaty of peace, to which England is a
party, is necessarily made up, in a great degree, of
colonial cessions, this appears the proper head of
the work under which to offer the few remarks we
have to make on the subject. And, although the
definitive treaty between all the belligerents was -
not finally concluded until the 25th of March, 1802,
at Amiens, we shall at once state what change it
effected, more particularly in the colonial property
of the different powers.

Let us first briefly advert to the stipulations
which affected the european territory of the several
belligerents. France got back the small islands of
Saint-Marcouf. Portugal was to remain as-before
the war, except as to the province which, by the
treaty of Badajos, she had ceded to Spain.#* The
republic of the Seven Islands was acknowledged.
Egypt and the other territories of the Sublime Porte
were to be retained in their integrity as before the
war. For this article there would have been no
occasion, had the british government known, as well
as Buon?‘?arte did, the issue of the egyptian cam-
paign. The islands of Malta, Goza, and Comino
were to be restored to the order of St.-John of
Jerusalem as before the war; and the british troops
-were to evacuate those islands within three months
after the exchange of the ratification. The french
troops were to evacuate Naples and the roman
territory; and - the british troops, in like manner,
were to evacuate Porto-Ferrajo, as well as all the
‘islands and forts which they might occupy in the
Mediterranean or Adriatic. The colonies now de-
mand our attention.

NORTH AMERICA.
England had taken from France the valuable
fishery islands of Saint-Pierre and Miquelon; but
* See p. 160,
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auguring, "from the terms of this solemn compact, a 1801.
short-lived peace, certain it is, that the activity which
reigned on the ocean, an activity much greater than
any which had been witnessed during the last two
or three years of the war, gave to the treaty the air
of a truce, or suspension of arms, in which each of
the belligerents, some of whom sigt:ied it for no other

urpose, was striving to gain an advantageous posi-

ion, in order, whéll;g the gt?)csin should ag in soI:md,
to be ready for the recommencement of hostilities.
French, dutch, and spanish fleets were preparing to
put to sea; and english fleets, to follow tiem and
watch their motions : who then could doubt that, al-
tho“tih the wax upon the seals of the treaty conclud-
ing the last had scarcely cooled, a new war was on
the eve of bursting forth?
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STATE OF THE BRITISH NAVY,

1802. Tgp difference in the totals, between the abstract for
this year* and that for the last, is too slight to need
any observation. The casualty-list of the french
navy contains few important losses.t That of the
spanish navy, with the exception of the Gamo, is
filled with the issue of one unfortunate rencontre.}
The dutch navy, having lain quietly in port, ran no
risk of suffering any diminution in its numbers.
The loss sustained by the danish navy was of trifling
amount; and, considered in a national point of view,
was far overbalanced by the renown which the Danes
ac(huired on the occasion.§ The british casualty-list
is distinguishable from any that have preceded it,

except that connected with Abstract No. 3, for the

number of its captures; among which, as a very rare
occurrence, appear two line-of-battle ships.||

The number of commissioned officers and masters,
belonging to the british navy at the commencement
of the year 1802, was,

Admirals . . . . . . . . 45
Vice-admirals . . . . . . 38
Rear-admirals . . . bd
» superannuated . 30
Post-captains 544

2 » 15
Commanders, or sloop-captains 406
Lieutenants . . 2322
» retired as comms. 50
Masters . . . . . . . . 540

* See Appendix, Annual Abstract No. 10,
+ See Appendix, No. 13,
1 See Appendix, No. 14.
§ See Appendix, No. 15.
Il See Appendix, No. 16.



. REVIEW OF ANNUAL ABSTRACTS. 237

and the number of seamen and marines vated for 150,
the service of the year, was, 130000 for the first five ‘“~~
lunar months, 88000 for one lunar month, and 70000
for the remaining seven lunar months.#*

Although, in reference to the abstract immediately
preceding it, the abstract for 1802 offers nothing
worthy of remark, yet, as coming the next in succes-
sion after the close of a war, it contains a variety of
matter for consideration. The first circumstance
that strikes a reader conversant with the subject is,
the important variation between the numerical grand-
totals, both line and general, of Abstract No. 10,
and of the « Statement and Distribution of the Naval
Bnitish Force,” as given in Steel’s list for February,
1802. The Abstract’s line-total, with the addition of
the two ships remarked upon in the asterisk note
belonging to it, is 191, Steel’s 198; the Abstract’s

neral total, with the addition just noticed, 783,

teel’s 803. Of Steel’s line-of-battle number, nine
will be found in class q, and one in class u; thus re-
ducing it to 188. But Steel has anticipated the
breaking up of the Warspite 74, Captivity and Eagle
64s, and Panther 60; which again augments iis
number to 192. If from the latter be deducted the
Prince-Edward, a ship he classes as a 60 instead of
a 50, we have 191, which, with the correction in the
note already referred to, is the precise number in the
Abstract. Having thus explained the difference
that exists between the line-total in the Abstract, and
that in Steel’s February list, we shall have very little
difficulty in approximating the two under-line totals;
one of which is 592, the other 603. If we deduct
from the latter, four fire-vessels, four river-barges,
and four or five transport-tenders and other small-
craft, which, for reasons already given, are excluded
from the former,} the numbers will be equal.

A test yet remains, more authoritative than Steel,
the official list or register of the british navy for the-

* See Appendix, No.-17.

1 See note e*, to Abstract No. 3. at vol. i. p. 565,
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the two between which an eight years’ war had inter- 180%.
¥ened. In doing this we shall confine ourselves to =
thie line-totals, and even then, to the cruising totals
onl{-. According to the latter, the numerical increase

is 13 ships; but the most decided improvement is dis-
coverable in the relative tonnages. For instance, the

113 ships in No. 1 measured upon an average 1645
tons; while the 126 ships in No. 10 measure 1740
tons. The accession of the five shipsat B, C, and G,

and of 28 out of the 30 at K, L, and M, have chiefly
contributed to this important augmentation.

The number of line-of-battle ships, added to the
british navy from the navies of foreign powers,
were, french 27, dutch 17, spanish 6, and danish 1; .
total 50 :* a namber that, besides being considerabl
short of what Steel and other writers have recorded,
contains a larger proportion of ineffective ships than
they allow, as the following statement will show:

FOREIGN-BUILT.
tatio!
Cruisers. lebon::-y
ips, &c.
o ) . No..{ No.
in AbstractNo. 10 .......0.0 .0, 28| 18
» No. 1.ivieenens Vesessersconnne D 3 2
Remaining, of ships captured in the war of 1793.. 20 16
Reduced by the “ Converted” column.......... 5
Captured, &c. ........ccviviniiiiiiiiennnnn. 6
Soldortakentopieces ...............cc0000ennn 4
‘Whole of ships of the line captured in the war of — | —
1798 oiiiiiiiiiiiiiee ittt 30 20

The line-of-battle loss, which the british navy sus-
tained in the same war, amounts to 20 ships; of
which no fewer than three fourths were wrecked and
accidentally burnt.}

It is usual, at the termination of a war, to exhibit, by
a few figures, the relative gains and losses of the par-
ties that had been engaged init. Accordingly, in De-
cember, 1801, a cabinet minister laid before the british
parliament a statement expressing that, when the war

% See Appendix, No. 17.

1 See Appendis, No. 18,
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long paid a tribute, either in specie or kind, to the re- &M;J
.gencies of Algiers, Tripoli, and Tunis, to induce these
merciless freebooters to abstain from molesting the
commerce of the former ; from making prizes of their
vessels, and slaves of their people. The United
States of America, having a considerable Mediter- .
ranean commerce at stake, found it wise to follow the
example of the older and richer states of Europe. Itis
difficult to say how much this sop to the three-headed
monster annually cost the american republic ; but, in
articles of merchandise, timber, cannon, cordage,
money, and now and then a frigate or corvette armed
and equipped for war, we should consider that the
United States did not pay less to the three regencies
than from 100000 to 150000 dollars per annum.

In the month of October, 1800, the United States’ 'gw .
. 32-gun frigate George- Washington, captain William wash-
Bainbridge, was lying at an anchor in the road ofington
Algiers. The dey considered this as a fine oppor- gierr,
tunity to get the presents, which he, as well as the
heads of the other regencies, annually made to the

rand signior, conveyed to Constantinople. The

emand for the american frigate to be sent upon this
mission was formally made, and reluctantly com-
plied with. Laden with presents to the amount of a
million and a half of dollars, encumbered with 100
Turks as passengers, and degraded by carrying the
flag of Algiers at her main topgallantmast-head, the
George-W ashington sailed for and arrived at Cou-
stantinople. Having there disembarked her live and
dead lumber, the american frigate sailed upon her
return, and on the 21st of January, 1801, reanchored
at Algiers.
' The disgraceful use to which an american frigate
had. thus been put « deeply affected,” to use the
words of Mr. President Jefferson, “ the sensibility,
not only of the president, but of the people of the
United States” The « indignity” was certainly
calculated to do all this; but we cannot any where
discover, that the Washington was sent ¢ by force”
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whole, conducted himself with becoming, and, as the 1802.
result proved, successful firmness. e

Expecting from the tenour of the consular com-
munications from Algiers, Tripoli, and Tunis, that a
rupture with one or more of them would shortly take

lace, the government of the United States, since the
atter end of May, had despatched to the Mediter-
ranean a squadron of three frigates and a sloop or
two, just half the force then in commission, under
the orders of commodore Dale; which squadron also
carried out presents to a tolerably large amount, for
such of the regencies as yet remained at peace.

On the 2d of July commodore Dale, with the 44- July.
gun frigates President and Philadelphia, 32-gun

rigate Essex, and brig-sloop Enterprise, anchored in
the bay of Gibraltar ; where were also lying, having
come in to get a supply of water, a tripolitan ship of
war, with the high admiral’s flag on board, carrying
26 guns, 9 and 6 pounders, and 260 men, and a brig
of 16 guns, 6-pounders, and 160 men. The com-
manders of these vessels, who were now performing
quarantine, pretended not to know that their govern-
ment had declared war against the United States;
but commodore Dale became assured of the fact from
a communication with the shore. He soon after-
wards made sail for the coast of Barbary, and in the
course of the month showed his squadron off Algiers,
Tunis, and Tripoli in succession. The two first of
these regencies appear to have lowered their tone a
little on this rather unexpected visit. With Tripoli,
however, no arrangement was effected, and the war
went on. After remaining off Tripoli about 18 days,
commodore Dale stood along the coast to the west-
ward as far as the island of Pidussa, then steered for
Malta to get a supply of water; and on the 16th
came to an anchor in the harbour of Valetta.

On the 1st of August the United States’ schooner Aug.
Enterprise, of 14 long 6-pounders and 90 men, com-
manded by lieutenant Andrew Sterrett, being on her
way to join commodore D;le at Malta, and vot far

R
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wounded, including among the latter her captain and 1803

first lieutenant.

Agreeably to the instructions he had received,
lieutenant Sterrett ordered the guuns, swords, pistols,
and ammunition of his prize to be thrown overboard,
and both her masts to be cut away by the board. A
spar was then raised to serve for a mast, and an old
tattered sail hung to itasa flag. Inthis condition the
corsair was sent to Tripoli; and it is related that, on
her arrival there, the bashaw marked his indignation
by ordering the wounded captain to be paraded
through the streets mounted upon an ass, and then
to receive 500 bastinadoes. This was a fine reward,
certainly, for having held out, against a very supe-
rior antagonist, until nearly two thirds of his crew

-were killed or disabled.

On the 21st of August commodore Dale put to sea
from Malta with his squadron, and on the 30th cap-
tured a greek ship from Smyrna bound to Tripo{)i,
having on board one officer and 20 soldiers, 14 mer-
chants, and some women and children, all Tripolitans,
Considering this a good opportunity to negotiate an
exchange with the bey for some Americans whom his
cruisers had taken, the commodore proceeded straight
to Tripoli ; and, arriving off the port on the 3d of
September, sent on shore a message to that effect.
The bey said he would not give one American for all
the soldiers; that only eight of the merchants were
his subjects ; and that he cared very little about any
of them. He at length, however, agreed to give
three Americans for the 21 soldiers, and three more
for the eight merchants. With this the american
commodore was obliged to be satisfied. Soon after-
wards, finding his crew getting very sickly and his

rovisions very short, commodore Dale raised the
glockade of Tripoli, and steered for Gibraltar.
During the winter months the american squadron vi-
sited Tripolionly occasionally. InMarch, 1802, having
had all their arrears of presents paid up, the regen-
cies of Algiers and Tunis became satisfied with the

Aug.

Sept
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As soon as the negotiation between France and 1802
England had assumed a favourable appearance, the
ex-proprietors of estates in Saint-Domingo, strength-
ened by the whole body of french merchants, who
keenly felt the loss of so fair a portion of their trade,
applied to the first-consul to send out an army and
retake the island. The nation at large seemed to
have but one feeling on the subject; and Buonaparte,
in despite, as he had himself declared, of his better
judgment,* gave orders to equip an expedition
suitable to the magnitude of the undertaking. The
army was to be composed of 21200 men, under
ieneral Leclerc ; and thée fleet to convey them to the

ntilles was to consist of 33 sail of the line, and
nearly an equal number of frigates, ship and brig
corvettes, and flite-transports, under the command
of vice-admiral Villaret-Joyeuse

On the 14th of December, 1801, after a long dela
by contrary winds, a fleet composed of 10 frenc
sail of the line, under the commander in chief, and
of five spanish, under vice-admiral Gravina, accom-
panied by six frigates, four corvettes and smaller
vessels, and two transports, containing altogether
7000 men, set sail from the road of Brest. On the
morning of the 17th, off Belle-Isle, one french sail
of the line, one frigate, one corvette, and one flite,
with 900 men on board, joined from Lorient; and
a squadron from Rochefort, under rear-admiral La
Touche-Tréville, consisting of six sail of the line,
six frigates, two corvettes, and two despatch-vessels,
and having on board 3000 men, was expected to join,
but did not until the combined fleet, on the 29th
of January, 1802, reached Cape Samana on the
island of its destination. One 74, the Duquesne,
and one frigate, the Cornélie, having on board 700
men between them, had parted company; which
Jeft 10500 as the number of men to be disembarked
from the first division of the fleet.

* See O'Meara’s Napoléon in Exile, vql. ii. p. 199.
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considerable notoriety: ¢ I mentioned Toussaint- 1802.
Louverture, and observed that, amongst other calum-
nies, some of his (Buonaparte’s) enemies had asserted
that he had caused him to be put to death privately
in prison. ¢ It does not deserve an answer,’” replied
Napoléon, € what possible interest could I have in
Eutting a negro to death after he had arrived in

rance? Had he died in St.-Domingo, then indeed
something might have been suspected, but, after he
had safely landed in France, what object could have
been in view ?° 7%

Whatever, in reality, was the mode by which
Toussaint ended his days, the act of forcibly with-
drawin§ him from Saint-Domingo, after he had ho-
nourably capitulated, proved in the end as impolitic
as it was cruel. Several enterprising black chiefs
still remained on the island : Clerveaux, Christophe,
Paul-Louverture, (nephew to Toussaint,) and Des-
salines; and who, with the whole of their countrymen,
were exasperated at the treachery which had depriv-
ed them of their gallant leader. Part of the french
troops were sent away to aid in subduing the re-
volted negroes at Gaudeloupe; and, among the
remainder, as the summer advanced, the yellow
fever made dreadful ravages.

About the middle of August accounts reached Desth
Saint-Domingo, of the success of the French at Gau- of gen.
deloupe, and that slavery, in all its horrors, had
been reestablished in the colony. This news spread
like wildfire among the negroes at the first-named
island, and, operating upon minds already smarting
under their own wrongs, determined them to revolt.
The first eruption broke out about the middle of
September. The death of general Leclerc of the
fever on the 2d of Novembert} conferred on general
Rochambeau the command of the french forces on
the island; but all the efforts of these, ably directed

* O'Meara’s Napoléon in Exile, vol. ii. p. 198.
1 His body, after being embalmed, was conveyed to France on
board the (late british) Swiftsure 74.
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1802. as they were, and althouqh strengthened by the ar-
“~~ rival, on the bth of April, 1803, of a reinforcement
of 2000 troops of the lne, coulci not, it is believed,
have preserved the colony to France, even if the
war between the latter power and England bad not,
as it just then had, broken out afresh. That war and
its mass of interesting details now claim our attention,
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WAR OF 1803.

Scarcery had the embers of the bonfires light up 1s0s.
in celebration of the peace of Amiens grown cold on “~~’
the ground, ere the two principal parties to the treaty
became again involved in war. Although the formal
declaration, the act of England herself in this in-
stance, did not issue until toward the middle of the
year, each nation, with well-grounded forebodings
of what was to happen, began her preparations at
its commencement. So much of those preparations,
as relate to naval concerns, fall properly within the
scope of this ‘'work; and, as usual, we shall begin
with the abstract, or tabular statement, of the british
navy for the current year.*

Between that abstract and the preceding one a
difference occurs, as well in one or more of the
principal heads, as in the arrangement of the lower
part of the table. A desire to improve the remaining
abstracts of the series has suggested the alteration,
and the necessary explanations on the subject will be
found in the notes which accompanythe present year’s
abstract.

A state of peace having filled the period between
this abstract and the last, no captured column
appears ; and the built, purchased, and wrecked co-
lumns exhibit an unusual paucity of numbers.+ The
decrease observable in many of the totals arises,
partly from the alterations above alluded to, but, in
a much dgrea.ter degree, from the multiplicity of ves-
sels sold or taken to pieces since the termination of
the war. One fact is remarkable : the total of line-
of-battle ships employable for sea-service falls short,
by two, of the corresponding total in the abstract

# See Appendix, Annual Abstract No, 11.
1+ See Appendix, No. 19.
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for 1793. So that, during a period of 10 years, eight
of them in war, the british navy had slightly de-
creased in ships of the line. If statesmen and his-
torians have asserted otherwise, it has been because
they drew their comparisons between the wrong
totals. An increase of 11 certainly appears among
the permanent harbour-service ships, but it is the
sea-service cruisers which constitute the effective
strength of a navy. '

The number of commissioned officers and masters,
belonging to thé british navy at the commencement
of the year, was,

Admirals . . . . . . . 45

Vice-admirals . . . . . . 36
Rear-admirals . . . . . . 51
» superannuated 26
Post-captains . . . . . . 668
i) 2» 13
Commanders, or sloop-captains 413
» superannuated 49

Lieutenants . . . . . . .2480
Masters . . . . . . . . 529

And the number of seamen and marines voted
for the service of 1803 was, 50000 for the first two,
60000 for the next four, and 100000 for the remain-
ing seven lunar months of it.*

The king of England’s message to parliament on
the 8th of §’Iarch, in the impression it made upon the
public mind, was nearly tantamount to a declaration

* of war; and preparations for carrying it on with vi-

gour were immediately commenced in all the dock-
yards of the empire. The state of the british navy,
as it stood on the 1st of January, has already ap-
peared in its proper place. To the 32 line-of-
battle cruisers, then in commission, were added,
before the 1st of May, 20 additional ones; and, by
the 1st of the following month, the number of ships
of the line in commission was augmented to 60, be-

* See Appendix, No, 20.
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sides a proportionate number of 50-gun ships, fri- 1803.
gates, s ooI?s, and smaller vessels, all either at sea "
or fitting for sea. A great many vessels of every
class, including a large proportion of line-of-battle
ships, were repairing; and several frigates, sloops,

and schooners were ordered to be constructed with

all 'IPI:)SSible despatch.

e first-consul of France was not, on his part,
inactive, In the month of March he gave orders March.
that the port of Flushing should be got ready to
receive and equip a squadron, to be called the
% Squadron of the North,” and which was to consist
of ten 74-gun ships from dutch models. This was pro-
bably, because they draw less water, in proportion
to their rate, than the ships of other nations. The
ships thus ordered were immediately to be laid down,
part in Flushing and Ostende, and the remainder in

orts of France. Gun-vessels and flat-bottomed

ts were also to be constructed at every con- Jérdme

venient spot along the shores of the Scheldt, the pue
‘Woeser, and the Elbe; and a quantity of ship-tim- aaea-
ber, hemp, and other naval stores, to the value of de vais.
20000000 of francs, was ordered to be immediately **.
urchased in Holland. In testimony, also, of his .
ove for the naval service, Buonaparte, since the
25th of January, 1802, had made his brother Jéréme
an enseigne de vaisseau.

In the road of Brest were lying four ships of the
line : nine others were in the docks, repairing and
nearly ready; and these were ordered to be expe-
dited by all possible means. Three were on the
. stocks, nearly finished ; and five lay in the inner
harbour, waiting their turns to be docked ; making
a total of 21 serviceable line-of-battle ships in the

ort of Brest. There were also, laying up in the
Earbour, six or eight old and worn-out ships, includ-
ing the Invincible and Terrible three-deckers.

%n the port of Lorient were three ships on the
stocks, expected to be launched in November; and
two additional ones were ordered to be laid down,
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anticipate an actual rupture before the month of 180.
September. War was, however, declared by Eng- ‘ﬁ:;,"
land, virtually on the 16th of May, when letters of
marque and general reprisals were ordered, and
formally in two days afterwards; and, had the de-
claration bore date in the preceding February, no
one, acquainted with the avowed intentions of Buo-
naparte, could say it had issued a day too early.
Simultaneously with the order for reprisals against
french ships, issued one for detaining ships belonging
to the batavian republic, Holland being to all intents
and purposes a province of France.

Convinced that the peace of the world is generally
held ma thread, which the caprice of a minister
may almost at any time break, we shall not puzzle
ourselves, or the reader, with endeavouring to in-
vestigate the eauses of the war which commenced in
the year 1803, but shall plunge at once into the de-
tails of its operations ; such operations at least as lie
within our province, those in which the navies of
. the several belligerents take a part.

On the 17th of May, at 7 p. M., admiral the ho-
nourable William Cornwallis, in whose able hands
the command of the Channel fleet still remained,
having his on board the Dreadnought 98, sailed
from Cawsand bay, with a fleet of 100 sail of the line
and frigates, to cruise off Ushant and watch the
motions of the french ships in Brest harbour, five or
six only of which were in a state to put to sea. Of
the remaining 21 ships of the line which the port
contained, eome were fitting, others repairing, and
three were still upon the stocﬁs, but ontheeve of being
launched. Could, therefore,a greater force than 10
sail of the line have been sent to cruise off Brest, it
would, in the divided state of the french navy, have
been wholly unnecessary.

Owing to the very reduced state of the batavian
navy, which, including three or four ships in the ports
of Spain, now consisted of not more than seven sail
of the line and a few frigates in a serviceable
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some attention. At Rochefort had recently arrived, 1803.
along with some frigates, two of the nine sail of the
line, already mentioned as at, or coming from, the
island of St.-Domingo when the war broke out. In -
Ferrol and Corunna were lying five other of those -
line-of-battle ships, and a sixth ship, (making the
eighth in the whole,) the Aigle 74, had put into
Cadiz. To guard all these ports, except the last,
was a part of the duty of the commander in chief
of the Channel fleet; and, as soon as practicable,
they were watched by british squadrons corre-
sEonding in force with the french squadrons within
them.

Although a single gun-boat is not of a force to
excite alarm, several scores of such vessels, united
in a fleet, are sufficiently formidable to call for the
fullest attention of an enemy. With this view the
british government, very soon after war was declared,
stationed cruisers, commanded by active and expe-
rienced officers, in front of all those ports along the
Channel frontier of France, from Ostende to Cape
La Hougue, and thence to Granville, at which
divisions of gun-vessels were known to be construct-
ing or fitting out. Buonaparte’s plan, for the em-.
ployment of this apparently insignificant description
of force in the invasion of England, was not matured
until the ensuing year ; but, in the mean time, con-
siderable activity prevailed among the different en-
trepots along the above line of coast. On most
occasions, when any of the flotilla ventured from
under the protection of their batteries, they were
met, and either captured or driven back, by the
blockading force; and were sometimes attacked
with success, even when moored, as they considered,
beyond the reach of british enterprise. We mean
now to embody the most interesting of the skir-
mishes that ensued, during the present year, between
british cruisers and the french invasion-flotilla.

On the 14th of June, in the morning, the bri- June,
tish 18-pounder 36-gun frigate Immortalité, captain

VOL. Wl 8
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Ou the 14th of September, at 8 A. m.; the Immor- 1803.
talité frigate, in company with the bomb-vessels, ‘Tl;
Perseus, captain John Yﬂethuist, and Explosion, ca Bo
tain Robert Paul, commenced an attack upon tlE: bard-
batteries that protect the town of Dieppe, also on 17 Densel
gun-vessels building in the port. The firing was ™ '* "
continued on both sidesuntil 11 h.30m. A.m.; when,the
lee-tide making strong, and the town having taken
fire badly in one place, and slightly in two others,
the frigate and bomb-vessels weighed, and proceeded
off St-Valery en Caux, where six gun-boats were st.-Va-
constructinf; At 3p.m. the British opened a fire 57
upon that place, and continued it for an hour, appa-
rently with some effect: captain Owen then retired,
with the loss of one man missing and five men
wounded.

On the 13th of September, in the evening, the
british 18-pounder 32-gun frigate Cerberus, captain
William Selby, bearing the flag of rear-admiral sir
James Saumarez, anchored as close to the town of
Granville as the tide would admit, having only 16 Gra-
" feet under her keel at low water. In company with "'
the Cerberus were the sloops of war, Charwell and
Kite, captains Philip Dumaresq and Philip Pipon
Ealing schooner, lieutenant William Archbold, a
 Carteret” cutter, with whose commander’s name
we are unacquainted. As soon as the bomb-vessels
Salphur and Terror, captains Daniel M‘Leod and
George Nicholas Hardinge, which were hourly ex-
pected, should arrive, it was intended to bombard
the port of Granville, in the hope to destroy some
~ of the numerous gun-boats lying within the pier.

At 11 p. M. the Terror came wp; but, having as
well as the Cerberus grounded at low water, it was
not until 2 a. M. on the 14th, that captain Hardinge
could get to the station assigned him. Being
then judiciously placed by her commander, the Ter-
ror commenced throwing shells from her two mor-
tars, and received an immediate return from the gun
and mortar batteries on the2 heights near the town,

$
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the squadron abreast of the town and pier-head bat- 180S.
tery. The French immediately opened a fire from ‘sops,
all directions, and the first shel{ fell within a ship’s
length of the Autumn and burst under water. The
vessels being at this time so close to each other as to

be in danger from the enemy’s shells, captain Jack-

son directed them to weigh and reanchor in more open
order, while he remained with the Autumn in her
original station. In this way the bombardment con-
tinued for several hours, with some apparent damage

to the east end of the town, but with none whatever

to the british squadron. At length a gale from the
north-east obliged the ships to weigh and stand off;

and thus the action ended.

On the next day, the 28th, a division of gun-boats, Leds
taking advantage of the absence of the british squa- s
dron, quitted Calais for Boulogne; and, althoughnd
chased and fired at by the 36-gun frigate Leda, 1ogne.
captain Robert Honyman, they arrived in safety
at their destination. On the 29th a second division,

25 in number, attempted to do the same ; and, after
a three hours’ cannonade by the Leda, the whole,
except two which ran on shore and were bilged
upon the rocks, succeeded in reaching the anchor-
:fe off the pier of Boulogne ; forming, with those

ready there, a force of 55 sail. .

On the 31st of October, at 9 a. M., while the Leda Oct
frigate, in company with the Lark and Harpy sloops . .
of war, were off Etaples, working towards the shore ship-

inst astrong east-south-east wind, alarge gun-brig, P57

said to be of 12 long 24-pounders, with six schooners logae.
and sloops under her convoy, was observed coming

out of the port. Captain Honyman immediately
'sigmlled the Harpy and Lark to make sail in'chase.
About this time, however, the british hired cutter
Admiral-Mitchell, of 12 carronades, 12-pounders,
and 35 men and boys, commanded by lieutenant
Alexander Shippard, being close off Boulogne, the
port to which the vessels were steering, gallantly
stood after them; and, at 10 A. M., brought the gun-
brig-to action, close under the batteries of Portet.
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case her services should be dispensed with by the 180
commander in chief of the Channel fleet. haa
~ On the 25th, in the morning, the wind shifted from
north-west to south-west, and blew fresh. The foul
wind, with a heavy sea, continued until the night

of the 30th, when a light air sprang up from the
northward. With the aid of this, the Amphion, on

the morning of the 3d of June, entered the Straits, ;..
and at 9 h.30 m.p. M, anchored in the bay of Gibraltar.

On the 4th, at 4 A. m,, the Amphion weighed and
made sail. On the 156th the frigate reached Malta;
quitted it on the 17th, at 3 A.m., and on the 25th
arrived off Naples, where his lordship expected to

find the squadron. Sir Richard had, however, since

the 4th, sailed for Toulon ; and thither the Amphion
immediately bent her course. A succession of calms

and light winds made it the 8th of July ere lord Nel- Juy.
son could reach his old cruising ground, where he

found sir Richard, with the

80 aibraltar ...... captain George Frederick Ryves.
Kent rear-adm. (w.) sir Richard Bickerton, bt.
ERbeccecennee captain Edward O'Bryen.
Donegal ...... »»  8ir Richard John Strachan, bart.
74< Superb........ .. Richard Goodwin Keats,
Mei'le eevece 2» John Whitby.
Renown ...... ,» John Chambers White.
Monmouth .... s George Hart. )
“{Agincourt ...... »  Charles Marsh Schomberg.

Prigates, Active, Phoebe, and (now) Amphion. .

The french line-of-battle force in T'oulon consisted Freach
of seven ships, nearly ready for sea, under vice- orees
admiral René-Madeleine La Touche-Tréville, two
repairing in the arsenal, and five on the stocks. The
ships afloat were the 80s Formidable and Indompta-
ble, and 74s Atlas, Berwick, (late british,) Intrépide,
Mont-Blanc, and Scipion; the two in dock were
the late british ships Hannibal, now Annibal, and
Swiftsure ; and those on the stocks were the 80s
Bucentaare and Neptune, and 74s Borée, Phéeton,
and Pluton, the two 80s and the last-named 74
nearly ready for launching.
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4 p. M., a few leagues to the westward of Cape Sicie, 1803.
the Victory joined the Mediterranean squadron, then iy,
consistin oil the Gibraltar, Belleisle;" Donegal, Re-
nown, and Monmouth, with the three frigates Active,
Pheebe, and Amphion. On the same evening lord
Nelson shifted his flag to the Victory, taking cap-
tain George Murray as his first captain, and captain
Hardy as his second, the latter being succeeded in

the command of the Amphion by captain Sutton,
late of the Victory. The station off Cape Sicie had
been chosen by the vice-admiral on two accounts:
one, should Spain, as was not thought unlikely, sud-

. denly ally berself to France, to prevent the junction

of a spanish fleet from the westward ; the other, to

be su£ciently to-windward to be able, if the usual

" north-easterly gale should shift to north-north-west

or north-north-east, to take shelterunder the Hyéres
islands, or under Cape San-Sebastian.

Early in the month of August the 80-gun ship Aus.
Canopus, rear-admiral George Campbell, captain
John Conn, joined the british squadron; and on the
15th of the month the fine 80-gun ship Neptune was
- launched at Toulon. This, in a little while, aug-
mented the french force in the road to eight sail of
the line; while lord Nelson, having detached the
Canopus and Monmouth, was still left with only six,
the Victory, Belleisle, Kent, Renown, Superb, and
Triumph; the latter recently arrived, and com-
manded by captain sir Robert Barlow. A french
writer, alluding to the british naval force in the
Mediterranean at this time, says: “L’amiral Nelson
croisait avec dix-huit vaisseaux et un nombre corres-
pondant de frégates.””* This must have explained,
to the satisfaction of the french people, why their
admiral, with only eight sail of Eue ine, made no
effort to capture or drive away the blockading force.

His ships being short of water, lord Nelson, on oOet.
the 24th of October, steered for a newly discovered

* Précig des Evénemens, tome x. p. 55.
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month previous. On the 24th the Excellent 74, 1808.
captain Frank Sotheron, joined the squadron from ‘g,
England.
e continuance of gales of wind, with a heavy
sea from the north-west to north-east, and a belief
that Spain had at length settled her neutrality, in-
duced lord Nelson to take his winter station off
Cape San-Sebastian, keeping frigates off Toulon, to
apprize him of the least movement on the part of the
french ships. Of the weak and ill-provided state of M-pro-
several of his ships, lord Nelson, in his letters to the nded
admiralty, complained very bitterly, and, as it ap-lord
ears, not without reason. “ The Superb,” says his son's
ordship, ““isin a very weak state, but Keats is so su- shirs.
rior to any difficulties, that I hear bat little from
er. The Kent is gone to Malta, fit only for a
summer passage. Every bit of twice-laid stuff be-
longing to the Canopus is condemned, and all the
running rl.%gmg in the fleet, except the Victory’s,
We have fitted the Excellent with new main and
mizen rigging: it was shameful for the dock-yard
(Portsmouth) to send a ship to sea with such rigging.”
The severity of the weather, coupled with-the
inefficient state of his squadron, compelled the bri-
tish admiral, about the 12th of December, to enter
the bay of Palma; where the ships remained until
the want of water sent them, on the 21st, a second
time to Agincourt sound. In this commodious har-
bour, lord Nelson and his squadron lay at anchor at
the close of the year; the port of Toulon,and the
force within it, being carefully watched by captain
Ross Donnelly, of the Narcissus, with another frigate
or two in company.

LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS.,
On the 18th of May the british 18-pounder 36-gun M7
frigate Doris, captain Richard Henry Pearson, cruis-
ing off Ushant, fell in with and chased the french
national lugger Affronteur, of 14 long eights and
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lendemain, ils attaquérent les bétimens. de guerre 1803.
francais.”® The fact is, so far from the negotiation ‘ﬁ.’;’.
being “in activity,” lord Whitworth had obtained

his passports since the 12th of the month, and gene-

ral Andreossi had applied for his a week earlier.
Moreover it was only on the 25th of May that gene- -

ral Mortier, from his head-quarters at Coérveden,
jummoned the hanoverian electorate to surrender

ais army. :

On t{e 28th of -May the french 36-gun frigate
Franchise, still commanded by captain Jurien, but
with 10 of her guns in the hold, and a reduced comple-
ment of 187 men, was captured by the 74-gun shi
Minotaur, captain John Charles Moore Mg:lsﬁel ,
and two other 74s, which had chased from the Chan-
nel fleet. The prize was 35 days from Port-au-
Prince, bound to Brest. Being a tolerably fine fri-

Eate of 898 tons, the Franchise was added to the
ritish navy, by the same name, as a 12-pounder 36.

On the 25th of June, in latitade 47° 10’ north, June.
longitude 20° west, the british 24-pounder 40-gun
frigate Endymion, captain the honourable Charles
Paget, fell in with, and after a chase of eight hours,
captured, the french ship-corvette Bacchante, of 18-
long 12-pounders and 200 men commanded by lieu- Bac-
tenant Frangois-Louis Kerimel ; and who persisted <t
so long in his endeavours to escape, that-the Endy- -
mion’s chase-guns killed his first lieutenant and seven
seamen, and wounded nine others.

‘When fallen in with, the Bacchante was on her
:v::{ to Brest from St.-Domingo, whither she had .

iled with despatches about three months previous.
The prize was a remarkably fine corvette of 642
tons, and became added to the british navy, under
her french name, as a post-ship.

On the 27th of June, at night, three boats belong-
ing to the british 38-gun frigate Loire, captain
Frederick Lewis Maitland, cruising off the Isle of

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi. p. 2.
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becalmed close under the land, overtook and captured 1803:
the corvette after the exchange of a few harmless o
shot. The Mignonne had langed six of her 16 lon
12-pounders, (described as 18-pounders in the offici
letter,) and had on board a crew of only 80 men and
boys. The prize, a remarkably fast-sailing ship#

was afterwards added to the british navy under her
french name; but, getting aground soon after she

was commissioned, the Mignonne was obliged to be

laid in the mud in Port-Royal harbour, Jamaica.

When the Goliath’s signal was made to chase the
Mignonne, the Cumberland made the Hercule’s to
endeavour to cut off the Poursuivante. The Hercule Her-
made sail in very light and baffling winds, and ap- and
B:are to have brought to to fire her broadside long For™

fore there was any occasion. Owing to this the vante.
Poursuivante, untouched by a shot, gained consi-
derably in the chase, although the ﬁercule was
evidently the faster sailer. Subsequently the Her-
cule filled and got within gun-shot, and a smart action
ensued ; but the british 74, owing perhaps to a dread
of shoal water, managed so badly, that the french
frigate effected her escape into Cape Nicholas-Mole.

lﬁe Hercule was a good deal damaged in her
igging and sails, and had a few men wounded, but
none killed. A french account erroneously states, that
the Hercule had 40 men killed and wounded, includ-
ing among the former her captain. Captain Ferris,
in fact, was at Jamaica, and the first lieutenant, as
we have stated, was the acting commander. The
Poursuivante had her masts, rigging, sails, and hull
very much cut up, and lost six men killed and 15
wounded. Great credit was due to captain Wil-
laumez, his officers and crew, for the skill and
spirit which they evinced upon the occasion. The

oursuivante, we believe, eventually reached Roche-
fort ; but, as far as our researches go, this powerful
frigate never afterwards went to sea. Having been

% The Jamsica measurement of the Mignonne was 642 tons, but
500 was probably nearer the mark. See vol iii. p.71.
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helm was accordingly put up for the purpose, when 1508.
just as the ship was about to open her fire, she "j;{;_’
grounded, and the fog at the same time dispersing,
discovered her to be in a very perilous situation.
She was on the western Cone Head, about six fur-
longs from Fort de la Liberté, of 70 guns and 15
mortars; and one mile from the isle Pélée, of 100
guns and 20 mortars, from both of which a fire
almost’ immediately opened. This happened about
nine o’clock in the evening. Captain Brenton, aware
that strong and decided measures were necessary,
and that the launch of a frigate was not calculated
to carry out a bower auchor, immediately despatched
his boats armed, to cut out a vessel from under the
batteries, of sufficient capacity for the purpose; -
whilst the launch, with her carronade, should be
employed in diverting the fire of two gun-brigs,
lying in such a position ahead of the Minerve, as to
annoy her greatly by a raking fire. The yawl, being
the first boat in the water, was sent under the
orders of the honourable lieutenant William Wal-
pole, and the other boats were directed to follow as
soon as ready ; but the gallant officer, to whom the
enterprise was intrusted, found his own boat suffi-
cient. He proceeded under a heavy fire of round,
grape, and musketry, and from her position close to
the batteries, cut out a lugger of 50 tons, laden with
stone for the works, and towed her off to the ship.
Before the bower anchor could be placed in this
vessel, it was necessary to clear her of her cargo,
and that this might be done, without adding to the
shoal on which the ship lay, she was veered astern
by the ebb tide to the length of a hawser. Unfor-
tunately, the moon shone with great brightness. The
enemy’s fire became very galling ; the more so, as no
return could be made but from the two forecastle
guns, those of the main deck having been all run close
forward, for the purpose of lightening the ship abalft,
where she hung. At 11 p. m. the lugger, being
cleared, was brought under the larboard cathead, to
VoL. IIL. T
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board. She was lightened in the course of the day 1803.
by the French, and got off. The capture of so fine 77
, a frigate at the commencement of the war, ocoasion-
ed lgreat triumph, and was announced in the theatre

at Brussels, by Bonaparte in person ; who, address-

ing the audience, stated the circumstance in the
fgﬁowing terms : ‘La guerre vient de commencer
gous les plus heureuse auspices, une superbe frégate

de I’ennemi vient de se rendre & deux de nos cha-
loupes canonni¢res.’ . The ship was called the

¢ Canonniére,’ in order to support this despicable
falsehood.

“ Captain Brenton was detained a prisoner in
France for two years and a half ; many of his officers
and men died in captivity. The greater part, suffer-
ing a barbarous imprisonment of eleven years, were
not released till the tyrant was defeated on the

lains of Leipsic, in 1814. A british sailor, who had
th his legs shot off while the Minerve lay under
the fire of the batteries, was carried to the oockpit,
Waiting for his turn to be dressed, he heard the
cheers of the crew on deck, and eagerly demanded
what they meant. Being told that the ship was off
the shoal, and would soon be clear of the forts;
Then d—n the legs ! exclaimed the poor fellow, and
taking his knife from his pocket, he cut the remain-
ing muscles which attached them to him, and joined
in the cheers with the rest of his comrades. When
the ship was taken, he was placed in the boat to be
conveyed to the hospital; but, determined not to
outlive the loss of liberty, he slacked his tourni-
quets, and bled to death,”*

To this account we have only to add, that, among
the gun-vessels which attacked the Minerve in her
defenceless situation, were the two brigs Chiffon and
Terrible, each armed with eight or ten heavy long

ns. They,. in fact, were the ¢ chaloupes canon-
niéres” alluded to in the french accounts. In cap-
turing the Minerve, the French got back one of their

* Brenton, voé. i, p. 913,
T
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of the four 74-gun ships Bellerophon, commodore 1808.’
John Loring, angu Elephant, Theseus, and Vanguard, Tﬁ;’
ca aflakins George Dundas, John Bligh, and James

er.

At about 9 p. m., when darkness favoured the
manceuvre, the french ships separated, the Duguay-
Trouin tacking to the eastward, while the Duquesne
continued her course alongshore to the westward.
The Elephant, being the weathermost of the chasing
ships, was ordered to tack after the Duguay-Trouin;
while the commodore, in the Bellerophon, accom-

anied by the 18-pounder 32-gun frigates Aolus and
ﬁ‘artar, captains Andrew Fitsherbert Evans and John
Perkins, pursued the Duquesne. At about midnight
the Theseus and Vanguard joined in the chase. On
the 25th, at 7 a. M., the, Theseus was detached, in
consequence of a heavy firing being heard to the
eastward. At 8 A.m.a brigand battery opened a
fire upon the Duquesne, which she returned. The
Vanguard and Tartar, towards noon, were fast
coming up with the french ship; and at about 3 h.
30 m. p. M., after an exchange of several shot from
bow and stern chasers, the Duquesne struck her co-
lours. It appears that the french ship sustained no
loss; nor did the british loss amount to more than
one man killed and one wounded on board the Van-

. 'The prize, a fine 74 of 1901 tons, was after-
wards added to the british navy under her french
name; but being, in the following year, carelessly
run aground on Morant keys, went to England only
to be broken up.

The Elephant was not so fortunate as to make a Ele-.
rize of her chase. At daylight, when off Cape fna’
gicolet, .captain Dundas saw the Duguay-TrouinD*
about a mile from him, and immediately wore in Trouin.
ursuit. At 6 A. m. the french 74 opened a fire from
ger stern-chasers, and hulled the british ship two or
three times. Soon afterwards the Elephant gained
a position upon the starboard quarter of the Duguay-
Trouin, and there fired into her several distant



278 LIGHT 8QUADRONS AND SfNGLE SHIPS.

1803. broadsides.  About this time the british 18.gun
‘3;{;' ship-sloop Snake, captain William Roberts, made

Aug.

herself known in the north-west quarter ; but the ap-
pearance of the Guerriére frigate to-windward, or
some other unexplained cause, prevented the Ele-
phant from maintaining her position. The conse.
%uence was, that both the Duguay-Trouin and the

uerriére effected their escape. The Elephant had
a few shot in her hull, and one in her bowsprit,
and sustained some slight damage in her rigging and
sails; but it does not appear that a single man on
board of her was hurt.

The french 74 and frigate steered straight for
Europe, and reached latitude 46° 40’ north, lougitude
11° 16’ west, without any occurrence worth notice.
On the 29th of August, in the afternoon, when as
near as that to the port to which they were bound,
Ferrol, they fell in with the british 88-gun frigate
Boadicea, captain John Maitland. The latter im-
mediately made sail in chase, and before dark ascer-.
tained that the strangers were enemies. On the
31st, at daybreak, the weather being foggy, the
strange ships were notdiscernible. At1h.30m. p. m.
however, the fog having dispersed, and the wind
shifted from west to east-north-east, the Duguay.
Trouin and Guerriére again made their appearance,
and were now so near as fully to discover that the
largest and weathermost ship was a french 74.

’%his would have justified captain Maitland in dis-
continuing the pursuit, except perhaps to watch
the enemy’s motions and endeavour to ascertain his
route. Being aware, however, that french ships,
singly and in small divisions, were coming from the
island of St.-Domingo; and that they were mostly
armed en flite, and manned with a very sickly, as
well as numerically inferior crew, captain Maitland
resolved to have some stronger proof that the two
ships to-leeward were not of that description. Ac-
cordingly the Boadicea stood on; and at 2 p. M., when
passing at the distance of about a quarter of a mile,
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exchanged broadsides with the Duguay-Trouin. The 1803

fire from the latter, although ineffectual, indicated T..’;J

that the ship was fully armed; and the Boadicea

found it necessary to make all sail to escape from

'(ipponentuo decidedly superior to her. The Buguay-
rouin and Guerriére, who was considerably to-lee-

ward ofher consort,immediately wore round in pursuit

of the british frigate; but finding, at 2 h. 50 m. p. m.,

that the Boadicea was gaining ground, the french 74

and frigate gave over the chase and hauled to the

south-east.

It is stated, in a contemporary work, that the Boa-
dicea brought down the Duguay-Trouin’s foretop-
sail yard, and sent several shot between wind and
water; and that, according to the testimony of a
prisoner on board the 74, the latter was compelled
to keep her pumps incessantly going for three days.*
‘With respect to the fall of the topsail yard, no notice
is taken of it in the Boadicea’s log; and the alleged
damage to the hull of the Duguay-Trouin rests upon
very questionable authority.

On the 2d of September the latter ship and her Sept
consort arrived off Cape Prior. Here they fell in
with a british squadron, under commodore sir Ed-
ward Pellew. s’ﬂle only ship of this squadron, in a
situation to chase with any effect, was the Culloden °
74, captain Barrington Dacres; and at about 11 h, Cullo-
650 m. a. M. the latter commenced action with the win
Duguay-Trouin and Guerriére, both of whom were D\
well to-windward. The french 74, being the wea- Trou-
thermost ship, got first into Corunna, the forts of &,
which fired at the Culloden as she approached. ritre.
With the frigate the latter kept I:H a running fight
until 2 h. 30 m. p. M. ; when, being almost in the jaws
of the port, the british 74 was obliged to haul] off.
The Culloden had four men wounded; and the
Guerridre, according to the french accounts, six
men killed and 15 wounded, including among the
latter her captain and first lieutenant. qI‘he frigate’s
masts and rigging were also much cut.

* Marshall, vol.i. p. 845,
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Racoon, and attempted to cross the latter’s hawse ; 180s.
but the Racoon, although going eight knots through “;‘_f'"“
the water, put her helm hard a-port, and fired her =~
broadside, which, as the two vessels were nearl

on board of each other, brought down the frencK
brig’s studding-sails, topsails, &c. The latter then
luffed up, ran on shore in a small rocky bay, and
struck her colours. To avoid a similar fate, the
Racoon hove in stays, and, on wearing round, dis-
covered the breakers nearly under her stern. Inabout
half an hour the french brig rehoisted her colours,and
was repeatedly fired upon, in passing, by the Racoon.
Towards sunset the former’s mainmast went over-
board, and the vessel fell on her beam-ends. As

the french brig had landed boats full of armed men,
and lined the shore, and the Racoon was 44 men
short of complement, including her two lieutenants,
captain Bissell felt himself obliged to refuse the
application of the master, Mr. James Thompson, to

go, with a few picked men, and endeavour to burn

the vessel. By morning the latter had lost her re-
maining mast, and lay a perfect wreck, full of water.

On this occasion the Racoon sustained neither
loss nor damage. As to the name and force of his
opponent, captain Bissell says, * I have since
learned her name is la Mutine, national brig, carry-
ing 18 long 18-pounders, and was full of men from
Port-au-Paix, bound to St.-Jaio.” Such a force
for a brig has not been met with. The guns, if 18-
pounders, must have been carronades ; or, as is more
probable, were long eights or sixes.

On the 13th of October, in the afternoon, the o,
Racoon, still commanded by the same enterprising
officer, while cruising off Cumberland harbour in
the island of Cuba, observed several vessels to-
windward coming close alongshore, all of which,
before sunset, hauled in towards the harbour. Hav-
ing heard of the evacuation of Port-au-Prince, captain
Bissell anchored ina small bay, in the expectation of
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four carriage-guns, with many swivels, and upwards 1803.
of 70 trooapg: g P on

Having taken possession of the cutter, the Ra-
coon crowded sail after the schooner, the Jeune-
Adele, carrying six small guns, and 80 troops; and
which vessel, on being approached within gun-shot
and fired at, surrendered without further resistance.
Standing in-shore to rejoin her first prize, the Ra-
coon soon discoyered that the Frenchmen on board
while the latter was engaging the cutter and schooner,
had overpowered the prize-crew, and run the brig on
shore among the rocks. Captain Bissell, however,
got back his officer and men. The loss on board the
cutter and schooner was about 40 in killed and
wounded : that of the Racoon was only one person
wounded, Mr. Thompson, the master, who in the early
part of the action had received a violent contusion,
which completely disabled him.

On the 14th of August, when in latitude 48° Aus.
north, longitude 16° west, on her homeward voy-
ﬁe, the british East-India company’s ship LorZ-

elson, captain Robert Spottiswood, of 26 guns, (20
long 18 and six long 12 pounders,) and 102 men in
crew, exclusive of passengers, was fallen in with by
the french ship-privateer Bellone, of 34 guns, includ-
ing 24 long eights on her main deck, and 260 men.
An action ensued, and lasted an hour and a half]
when the privateer succeeded in carr{ing her oppo-
nent by boarding, but not until the Bellone had been
once repulsed, and the indiaman sustained a loss of
five men killed and 31 wounded. Placing an officer
and 41 men in charge of the Lord-Nelson, the Bellone
proceeded with her towards Corunna. On the 20th
a british frigate chased the two ships, and would
bave retaken the indiaman, had not the Bellone,
trusting to her great sailing powers, led away the
former. The Lord-Nelson, now alone, was attacked
on the 23d by an english cutter-privateer, of fourteen
6-pounders ; and the latter, highly to the credit of
her officers and crew, maintained a two hours’ action
before she was beaten off.
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1803. chasse-marée; and, running to the side close off

‘%o which the french boat lay, stood, in a menacing
attitude, unarmed as he was, for at least half a
minute, until his four companions, with a supply of
muskets and ammunition, and who could only quit
their ticklish boat one at a time, got to his assist-
ance. If not astonishment at the sight, it must have
been a generous impulse, that prevented the French-
men from shooting or sabring the brave boatswain;
for they were, it seems, near enough to the vessel’s
side, to have done even the latter. Seeing that
lieutenant Rowed and his four men were determined
to defend their prize, the french boat, after a feeble
attempt to get possession, sheered off, the soldiers
in her keeping up, for a short time as they receded
from the vessel, an ineffectual fire of musketry.
The battery also opened a fire upon the chasse
marée as she was towing off ; but it proved equally
harmless with that from the soldiers, both on the
beach and in the boat.

The capture of two unarmed chasse-marées (for
the mate had taken his prize without any difficulty)
would, indeed, be a trifling occurrence, were it not
for the circumstances under which one of them had
been boarded and brought off; circumstances that
ennoble the act, and rank it above many which are
blazoned in the Gazette, and yield to the parties both
[)raise and promotion. The navy-list shows, that

ieutenant Rowed gained no step in his profession:
indeed it was not, as the same document proves,
until nearly ten years afterwards, that he was made
a commauder. As to the hoatswain, he, it appears,
on account of the very station he filled, and, by
every account, so well filled, was, according to the
etiquette of the service, excluded from the reward
of promotion. It was only, therefore, from the Pa-
triotic Fund at Lloyd’s, that he could receive some
testimony of the high opinion entertained of his ser-
vices. Lieutenant Rowed himself made the :;grli-

cation, founding it on the inability of the admiralty,
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without violating precedent, to provide for the 1803.
““ poor fellow ; and who,” adds his commander, and gep.
where was there a better judge? “ exclusive of his
bravery, is a very good character.” The committee,
it is believed, presented Mr. Marks with a handsome
sum of money. Acts like this of lieutenant Rowed
and his four men (the names of all of whom we would
record, did we know them) deserve to be made
public, if only for the example they hold out, not
of adequate reward certainly, but of the impunity
which often accompanies the most hazardous attacks.
Let bim, therefore, who is disposed to calculate the
chances of personal risk that may attend the enter-
prise in which he is called upon to embark, reflect
upon the 49 musket-balls which were aimed at, and
¥et missed, lieutenant Rowed and the four gallant
ellows who were on board of this captured french
chasse-marée.

On the 20th of September, at 5 p. M., the british
hired cutter Princess-Augusta, of eight 4-pounders
and 26 men, commanded by lieutenant Isaac William
Scott, being off the Texel, saw two schooners in the
south-west, bearing down under british colours.
The cutter, however, suspected them to be enemies,
and cleared for action. At6h.30 m. p.m. the schooner
hauled down the english, and hoisted dutch colours.
The largest, which was the Union, lieutenant St-
Faust, mounting 12 guns, and stated to have had on
board 70 men, hailed from to-windward, and then
opened her broadside, which killed the cutter’s
gunner and boatswain, and mortally wounded lieu-
tenant Scott. The cutter was not slow in returning
the fire, and successfully repulsed several attempts
to board. Meanwhile the other schooner, the
‘Wraak, lieutenant Doudet, mounting eight guns,
and manned with about 50 men, had rangedu
under the cutter’s lee, and now poured in her broad-
side. This schooner also made a vain attempt to
board. After an hour’s engagement, during which
the large schooner’s bowsprit was several times over
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day, with the sea-breeze blowing right into the bay. 1803,
The battery, in consequence, had begun early to Jer
fire at the boats, and soon convinced lieutenant
Braithwaite that, should he even succeed in cap-
turing the cutter, it would, in the state of the wind,

be impossible to get her from the shore without a
great sacrifice of lives.

With more judgment, a night attack was deter- Licu.
mined upon, and lieutenant Edward Nicolls, of the Nicolls
marines, volunteered, with one boat, to attempt cut- Albion,
ting out the vessel. His offer was accepte&f; and
on the evening of the 4th the red cutter, with 13
men, including himself, pushed off from the frigate.

A doubt respecting the sufficiency of the force, or
some other cause, induced captain Mudge to order
the barge, with 22 men, under the orders of lieute-
nant the honourable Warwick Lake, first of the
Blanche, to follow the red cutter and supersede
lieutenant Nicolls in the command. The second
boat joined the first, and, as soon as the two arrived
abreast of the french cutter, lieutenant Nicolls
hailed lieutenant Lake, and poiuted her out to him;
but the latter professed to disbelieve that the vessel
in sight was tEe Albion : he considered that she lay
on the opposite, or north-east side of the bay, and
with the barge proceeded in that direction; leavin
the red cutter to watch the motions of the vesseﬁ
which lieutenant Nicolls still maintained was the
Albion, the object of their joint search.

It was now 2h. 30 m. A. M. on the 5th, and the land
wind was blowing fresh out of the bay. An hour
or two more, and the day would begin to dawn, and
the breeze to slacken, perhaps wholly to subside.
The men in the boat were few, but their hearts were
stout. In short the red cutter commenced pulltng,
cautiously and silently, towards the french vessel ;
the crew of which, expecting a second attack, had
made preparations to meet it. As soon as the boat
arrived within pistol-shot, the cutter hailed. Reply-
ing to the hail with thre2e hearty cheers, the boat

U
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Cutting out an armed vessel is usually a desperate
service, and the prize seldom repays tze loss which
is sustained in capturing her. The spirit engendered
by such acts is, however, of the noblest, and, in a
national point of view, of the most useful kind : its
emulative influence spreads from man to man,and from
ship to ship, until the ardour for engaging in services
of danger, services, the repeated success of which
bas stamped a lasting character upon the british
Davy, requires more frequently to be checked than to
beincited. An attack by boats upon an armed sailin
vessel, as respects the first foot-hold upon her dec
especially, may be likened to the  forlorn hope” of a
besieging army ; great is the peril, and great ought to
be the reward. So the reward usually is, if the affair
be represented in its.true colours to the proper
authority. The same officer, who, when about to trans-
mit to his government the account of an engagement
between his ship and another, fears saying too much,
lest he should be chargeable with egotism, when, in
the routine of his duty, he has to write about an act
performed exclusively by his subordinates, enters
minutely into the merits of the case, points out those
who distinguished themselves, and separates, as well
as he. is able, the actual combatants from such as, by
accident or otherwise, did not partake of the danger;
well knowing that, without this act of justice on his

art, promotion, honours, and other rewards, may
right upon the undeserving, while he who fought and
bled, he who, perhaps, both planned and achieved
the enterprise, finds himself passed over and neg-
lected. .

The captain of the Blanche had a fine oppor-
tunity, without detracting from the bravery of one
party, to state the good fortune (call it nothing else)
of the other. Here follows his letter to the admiralty:
“ Having gained intelligence that there was a large
copperzg cutter full of bullocks for the Cape, layizn‘lg_
close under the guns of Monte-Christi, (four
pounders and three field-pieces,) notwithstanding her

1808.

S nd
Nov.
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attacked, and after an obstinate conflict of 10 mi- 1803.
nutes boarded and carried, as she was coming out of oo
the Caracol passage, a french schooner, mounting one
long 8-pounder on a pivot, and manned with 30 men,
of whom one was killed and five were wounded. The
launch had one man killed and two wounded. The

rize was a beautiful ballahou-schooner, and had on
Eonrd a considerable quantity of dollars.

In his official letter, announcing the capture of this
schooner, captain Mudge says:  She is one of the
finest vessels of her class I ever saw, and is fit for
his majesty’s service ;” and, to show how ready he
was, in some cases, to atone for his apparent neglect
of a young officer, ca(rtain Mudge in a postscript
adds: “I have omitted mentioning the honourab?e
Frederick Berkley ; but the only apology I can make
is saying he behaved nobly, and was much to be
envied.”

A day or two after the affair of Mr. Smith, mid- Mr. -
shipman Edward Henry a’Court, with a marine and go "
seven seamen, was despatched from the Blanche in freach
the red cutter, to collect sand for the use of the ship. ner.
Although it had been ordered that youngsters, sent

n services of this kind, lest their pugnacious spirit
should lead them into danger, were not to be allowed
arms, the men in the boat, before they pushed off
from the frigate, contrived to smuggle five or six
muskets through the ports. It so happened that, in
the dusk of the evening, the boat fell in with a
schooner, nearly becalmed. The midshipman and
his little party of sanders unhesitatingly pulled to-
wards her; and, as sh¢ had the appearance of a

rivateer, and might open a cannonade upon them,

r. @’Court judiciously kept in her wake. Just as
the boat had approached the stern of the schooner, a
fire of musketry from the latter mortally wounded one
man, and badly wounded another, of the boat-party.

Mr. @’Court, nevertheless, pulled straight up along-
side, and, with the assistance of his five remainin
Jands; boarded and carried a french schooner, boun
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having a strong sea-breeze and lee-current to con- 1808.
tend with, did not, until the morning of the 16th, %
arrive abreast- of Marin. Having reconnoitred the
harbour, the battery on each side of it, and that situ-
ated above the town, captain Graves resolved to de-
tach '60 seamen under lieutenants Thomas Cole and
Thomas Furber, and 60 marines under lieutenants
George Beatty and Walter S. Boyd, to attempt
cutting out the privateer. The seamen in their
boats were to attack the latier; while the marines
were to endeavour to surprise, or in any event to
storm, Fort-Dunkirk, a battery of nine guns; situated
on: the starboard side of the harbour, and the posses-
sion of which was necessary, to prevent the island
militia from rendezvousing on Marin point, whence
they-could have much annoyed the british boats on
their return. :

Just as the party was about to proceed, the bri- -
tish 14-gun brig-sloop Drake, captain William Ferris,
accompanied by the hired armed cutter Swift, joined
the Blenheim. Captain Ferris, having volunteered,
was permitted to take the command of the expe-
dition, and to add 14 of the Drake’s seamen to the
60 from the Blenheim, making a total of 134 seamen
and ‘marines, -officers included. All things being

repared, the boats with the seamen, towed by the

rt&e, and those with the marines, by the Swift, at
11 p.w., proceeded off the mouth of Marin harbour,
about three miles from the entrance to which the
privateer lay. By judiciously timing their depar-
ture from the ship, both parties arrived at the same
instant at their respective destinations. The ma-
rines sprprised the fort, took 15 prisoners, dis-
mounted and spiked the guns, among which were six
24-pounders, destroyed the carriages, and blew up
the magazine ; but lieutenant Beatty humanely sliared
the barracks, as, had they been set on fire, a arﬁe
and ripe field of canes adjoining would inevitably
have been destroyed.

The boats with the seamen passed the battery
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the Merlin discovered her late consort the Shannon 1808.
on shore under the batteries of Tatihou island. At 5
5 p. M., having approached quite near to the wreck,
captain Brenton despatched two boats manned and
armed, under the orders of lieutenants John Sheridan

and Henry Clement Thompson, to endeavour to set

fire to and destroy the frigate: a service which
these officers effectually executed, without the loss

of a man, although exposed to a heavy fire from the
french batteries. About three years and three months
after the loss of the Shannon, her late captain and
officers, having got back to their country, were
honourably acquitted of all blame by the sentence

of a court-martial.

COLONIAL EXPEDITIONS,—WEST INDIES.

A reneiwal of the war brings us again to the round jupe,
of successful operations against the colonies of the
weaker maritime powers. On the 21st of June, at S~
11 A, M., commodore Samuel Hood, with the 74-gun- suinte-
ships Centaur and Courageux, captains Bendall Ro- Lucie:
bett Littlehdales and Benjamin Hallowell, and some
smaller vesseld, having on board a detachment of
the british army under lieutenant-general Grinfield,
anchored in Choc-bay, Sainte-Lucie, for the purpose
of reducing the island. Before b p. M., by the able
disposition of captain Hallowell, the whole of the
troops were disembarked in good order. At 5h.
80m. p.m. the french outworks were driven in, and
the town of Castries taken. The commandant of
Morne-Fortunée, the principal fortress of the island,
was then summoned to surrender. Brigadier-general
Nogues refusing to do o, the works were stormed
at 4 A. M. on the 22d, and at 4h. 30 m. were carried,
with a loss to the british army of 20 officers and men
killed, and 110 wounded. What was the exact
s'trength of the garrison, or the loss which the French
sustained in resisting the assault, does not aﬁpear by
the officiul despatches; but it is stated, to the credit
of the British, considering the custom on such occa-
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the former general Rochambeau. - Cape-Frangois, 1803.
besides being blockaded at sea by the British, was Eoa
invested on land by the insurgents; and the french
ﬁ'arrison bad the additional misfortune of being re-
uced to a state bordering on famine.

- Thus situated, general Rochambeau, on the 17th
of November, proposed to commodore John Loring,
the commanding officer of the british blockading force,
to evacuate the Cape, provided he and his garrison
were suffered to go to France on board one or more Evacu-
of the ships of war in port. Such terms were of Cupe. f
course rejected. The general then concluded a Fran-
treaty with Dessalines, by which, in 10 days from ™"
the 20th of November, he was to evacuate the Cape
and its dependencies, and to be allowed, himself,
his troops, and their baggage, to retire on board the
french ships lying in the harbour. By the fifth day
general Rochambeau had embarked his garrison,
and hoped to escape the english squadron ; but the
latter was too vigilant to afford the former even an
opportunity of ma{ling the attempt. On the 30th, the
day on which the truce expired, the negroes hoisted
their colours upon all the forts, and began to prepare
for sinking the french ships with red-hot shot, should
they any. longer delay their departure. To know
the reason of this delay, captain Loring had sent in
captain Bligh with a flag of truce; when, at a meet-
ing between him and captain Barré, the french naval
commanding officer, a rough sketch of a capitulation
was drawn up and signed, and general Dessalines
was induced to allow the french ships, with colours
hoisted, to sail out of the harbour. They were then,
after firing each a broadside in return to a shot
discharged athwart their bows by one of the british
ships, to haul down the french colours and sur-
render.

The mun frigate Surveillante, accompanied by
some smaller vessels, came out in this manner, and
was taken possession of by the British; but the



302  CPLONIAL EXPEDITIONS.—~WEST INDINS.

1803. Clorinde, another 40-gun frigate, in her way out,
Ner.. grounded upon the rocks under Fort St.-Joseph at the
entrance of the harbour,and beat off her rudder. The
wre of frigate, in short, was in so desperate a sitnation, that
Sur-  the british boats, which had been detached to assist
lante. the french ships in getting out of the mole, were re-
turning to the squadron, upon a supposition that no
efforts of theirs could save the Clorinde. The ship,
which was thus abandoned to her fate, had on board,
besides a small crew of from 150 to 200 men,
general Lapoype and 700 french troops, together
with severa‘) ofp the officers’ wives, their women-ser-
vants, and children; in all full 900 souls,
Liw-  Amongtheboatsof thesquadron,employed uponthe
senant " service just mentioned, was the launch of ercule,

mu- manned with from 30 to 40 hands, under the command

w.ed ofacting-lieutenant Nisbet Josiah Willoughby. From
rinde. slow-pulling, or from some other unexplained cause,
retarded in her progress, the launch was among the
rearmost of those boats. Anxioiis to rescue so
ersons, as were evidently on board the Clorinde,
rom the certain death that awaitedthem, either by
perishing in the ship, or by being massacred, as
was the execrable practice, on the shore ; feeling it
to be almost a stigma upon the character of the british
-navy not to make an effort to save human beings,
political enemies especially, so critically circum-
stanced, lieutenant &illoughby took upon himsel(
the whole responsibility, and put back with his
launch towards the grounded ship.

Finding, as he approached the Clorinde, that her
side was crowded with men ready to spring into the
first boat which came alongside, and knowing that
his people, as well as those who entered the laanch
from the ship, would fall an immediate sacrifice, the
lieutenant searched for, and with difficulty procured,
a small punt. In this he embarked, directing the
launch to lay off, and was soon on board the frigate;
which he found heeling mnch and beating heavily.
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1808. Clorinde, another 40-gun frigate, in her way out,
Ner.” grounded upon the rocks under Fort St.-Joseph at the
entrance of the harbour,and beat off her rudder. The
tare of frigate, in short, was in so desperate a sitnation, that
Sur-  the british boats, which had been detached to assist
lante. the french ships in getting out of the mole, were re-
turning to the squadron, upon a supposition that no
efforts of theirs could save the Clorinde. The ship,
which was thus abandoned to her fate, had on board,
besides a small crew of from 150 to 200 men,
general Lapoype and 700 french troops, together
with severaY ofp the officers’ wives, their women-ser-
vants, and children; in all full 900 souls,
Liew-  Amongtheboatsof thesquadron,employed uponthe
¥t service just mentioned, was the launch of ercule,
lough- manned with from 30 to 40 hands, under the command
.o ofacting-lieutenant Nisbet Josiah Willoughby. From
rinde. slow-pulling, or from some other unexplained cause,
retarded in her progress, the launch was among the
rearmost of those boats. Anxious to rescue so many
ersons, as were evidently on board the Clorinde,
rom the certain death that awaitedthem, either by
perishing in the ship, or by being massacred, as
was the execrable practice, on the shore ; feeling it
to be almost a stigma upon the character of the british
-navy not to make an effort to save human beings,
political enemies especially, so critically circum-
stanced, lieutenant &illoughby took upon himsel(
the whole responsibility, and put back with his
launch towards the grounded ship.

Finding, as he approached the Clorinde, that her
side was crowded with men ready to spring into the
first boat which came alongside, and knowing that
his people, as well as those who entered the laanch
from the ship, would fall an immediate sacrifice, the
lieutenant searched for, and with difficulty procured,
a small punt. In this he embarked, directing the
launch to lay off, and was soon on board the frigate;
which he found heeling much and beating heavily.
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Clorinde, another 40-gun frigate, in her way out,
grounded upon the rocks under Fort St.-Joseph at the
entrance of the harbour,and beat off her rudder. The
frigate, in short, was in so desperate a situation, that
the british boats, which had been detached to assist
the french ships in getting out of the mole, were re-
turning to the squadron, upon a supposition that no
efforts of theirs could save the Clorinde. The ship,
which was thus abandoned to her fate, had an board,
besides a small crew of from 150 to 200 men,
general Lapoype and 700 french troops, together
with severaY ofp the officers’ wives, their women-ser-
vants, and children; in all full 900 souls.

Among the boats of the squadron,employed uponthe
service just mentioned, was the launch of ercule,
manned with from 30 to 40 hands, under the command
of acting-lieutenant Nisbet Josiah Willoughby. From
slow-pulling, or from some other unexplained cause,
retarded in her progress, the launch was among the
rearmost of those boats. Anxious to rescue so many

ersons, as were evidently on board the Clorinde,
rom the certain death that awaitedthem, either by
perishing in the ship, or by being massacred, as
was the execrable practice, on the shore ; feeling it
to be almost a stigma upon the character of the british

-navy not to make an effort to save human beings,

political enemies especially, so critically circum-
stanced, lieutenant ‘gilloughby took upon himsel(
the whole responsibility, and put back with his
launch towards the grounded ship.

Finding, as he approached the Clorinde, that her
side was crowded with men ready to spring into the
first boat which came alongside, and knowing that
his people, as well as those who entered the laanch
from the ship, would fall an immediate sacrifice, the
lieutenant searched for, and with difficulty procured,

a small punt. In this he embarked, directing the

launch to lay off, and was soon on board the frigate;
which he found heeling much and beating heavily.
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Despairing now of saving the ship, lieutenant Wil- 180S.
loughby yet resolved to put in practice every resource xur,
to save her numerous crew. As the most feasible
plan which suggested itself, the lieutenant repre-
sented to general Lapoype that, as by the terms of
the capitulation the K'ench vessels of war were to
haul down their colours when outside the harbour, it
would not be a greater sacrifice of national honour,
considering the situation of the Clorinde, if he did so
immediate! {, and gave the frigate up to him. Lieu-
tenant Willonghby would then, he said, hoist english
colours, wait upon general Dessalines, and demand,
not only that the british flag should be respected, but
that, if assistance could not be procured from the
shore, and the Clorinde should be lost in the night
then fast approaching, the crew and passengers
should be considered as prisoners to the British,
and be protected until the commanding officer of the
squadron had it in his power to send for them. »
General Lapoype readily assenting to the terms Coe-
roposed, the french flag was hauled down, and re- thecio-
laced by the british flag; and lieutenant Willoughby rinde.
immediately hailed the haytian officer in command of
Fort St.-Joseph, and expressed a wish to wait upon
neral Dessalines. Permission was granted, and
ieutenant Willoughby, after experiencing some diffi-
cultyinlanding,obtained an interview with the haytian
general ; who not only received the british lieutenant
with greaturbanity,but promised all that he requested.
Witg the assistance thus obtained, and that of two
or three more boats which had just joined from the
squadron, and favoured by a sudden fall in the wind,
lieutenant Willoughby succeeded in heaving the
Clorinde off the rocks. Thus, “to the uncommon
exertions and professional abilities,” as rear-admiral
Duckworth happily expresses it, of acting-lieutenant
Willoughby, was owing the preservation of more
than 900 people’s lives, and the acquisition to the
british navy of a frigate which, along with her late
consort, the Surveillante, continued, for many years
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part of the island; and generals Kerverseau and 1808.
Ferrand, with a few troops, still occupied the cities

of Santo-Domingo and San-Jago. According to a
french writer, France, by her expedition to this
island, lost 20 general officers and upwards of 40000
men.* This amount must include colonial troops,

and some reinforcements which we have not been
able to enumerate.

EAST INDIES.

It has already been stated that, on the 6th of pyrch.
March, a small french squadron, consisting of one
74, three frigates, and two transports, with a french
governor-general and about 1350 troops on board,
sailed from the road of Brest, bound to the EastIndies,
for the alleged purpose of taking possession of Pon-
dicherry, ceded to France by the treaty of Amiens.}
On the 28th of April, in a violent gale of wind, the pmu,
Belle-Poule parted company from the squadron; and,
although she called at Bla agascar, this fast-sailing
frigate anchored in Pondicherry road on the 16th of
June, being the 102d day from her quitting Brest. Jjune.

The Belle-Poule brought out a french colonel, ap-
pointed lieutenant-governor under M. Decaen; and
who now, in pursuance of his instructions, called
upon the commanding officers of the different fac-
tories to restore the settlement agreeably to the ar-
ticle in the treaty. Owing to the want of orders, or
to the informality of the application, the latter de-
clined giving up their charge; and thus matters re-
mained, when on the 5th of July vice-admiral Peter Juy,
Rainier, with the 50-gun ship Centurion, captain
John Sprat Rainier, 74-gun ship Tremendous, cap-
tain John Osborn, 64-gun ships Trident and Lan-
caster, captains Thomas Surridge and William Fo-
thergill, 44 en-flite Sheerness, frigates Concorde,
Dédaigneuse, and Fox, and ship-sloop Victor, from
Bombay, partly in consequence of information from
England representing that the peace was not very

# Victoires et Conquétes, tome xiv. p.330. 1 See p.254.
VOL. I1II. X
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faith towards England, particularly as regarded her 1809,
indian possessions.* July.

It was not many hours before the arrival of the
Bélier, that captain Joseph-Marie Vrignaud, of the
Marengo, accompanied by the french admiral’s ne-
phew, had paid a visit to vice-admiral Rainier, for
the purpose of inviting the latter to breakfast on
the following morning with M. Linois. The invita-
tion was accepted, and the 16-gun ship-sloop Rat-
tlesnake, whici had just joined the squadron, was
ordered to be ready to convey vice-admiral Rainier
to the anchorage of the Marengo and her consorts.
But, whether it was owing to the peremptory nature
of his orders, or that he feared tﬁ:ir warlike tenour
might escape, and he and his ships be detained by
the british admiral, the french admiral, at midnight,
unseen and unheard, slipped his cables, and, along
with the transport-brig Marie-Francoise, put to sea
under all sail.

At daydawn on the 13th, to the surprise of the
British, nothing was to be seen of M. Linois and his
ships, either in the road, where he had left his an-
chors, and even the longboats of his ships fast at
their grapnels, or as far as the eye could stretch in
the ofting. In the course of the morning the prin-
cipal part of the british squadron got under way
and set sail for Madras ; but the admiral, with the
Centurion and one or two of the smaller ships, re-
mained at the anchorage.. On the same evening the
french transport ship Cdte-d’Or, with 326 troops on
board, anchored in Pondicherry road; and, at noon,
the Centurion and Concorde got under way and
anchored close to her.

On the 16th, at daybreak, the Belle-Poule, who
had separated from her squadron and since been to
Madras, appeared off the road, in company with the
Ter%s:chore frigate. The latter cast anchor; but
the Belle-Poule, after making some signals to the
transport, stood away to sea. At 11 p.m. the Céte-

* See p, 254, and Aé)pendh, No. 22.
X
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french 20-gun corvette Berceau, it is believed, 1808
brought out the news of the war. On the 8th of o
October (why he deferred sailing till then does not
appear) the french admiral, having detached the
Atalante on a special mission to Mascat, a portu-

ese settlement in Arabia-Felix, put to sea with the

[arengo, Belle-Poule, Sémillante, and Berceau.
‘The ships retained on board a portion of the troops
they had brought from France, and with which they
were now proceeding to reinforce the garrisons of
the isle of Réunion, or Bourbon, and of the city of
Batavia, the capital of Java. o

In the early part of his voyage M. Linois had the m.Li-
good fortune to fall in with and capture several o=
richly-laden english ships ; and, on making Sumatra, coolen
he resolved to pay a visit to the road of Bencoolen, {ier
a british settlement upon that island. A pilot be-
longing to the port, mistaking the Marengo for, what
by her colours she appeared, an english man of war,
went off to her, and anchored the french squadron
just out of range of a battery which commanded the
road. Meanwhile the merchant vessels, having dis-
covered the true character of the strange ships, had
cut or slipped and proceeded to Sellabar, a small
port about two leagues to the southward of Ben-
coolen. They were soon followed by the Sémillante
and Berceau, but not in time to prevent six of the
vessels from being burnt, and two others run on
shore, by their crews. The French burnt the two
vessels that were aground, also three warehouses
filled with spice, rice, and opium, and carried off a
ship and two brigs, richly laden; but not with entire
impunity, as the Sémillante had two men killed by :
a shot from the shore. Having performed this m, Li-
exploit, the french squadron set sail, and on or ;T:‘j‘
%l;out the 10th of December anchored in the road of via.

tavia.
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wise lost during the year 1803.* Any thing further 1804.
deserving notice in No. 12 Ahstract will be found ™
in the notes belonging to it.

The number of commissioned officers and masters,
belonging to the british navy at the commencement
of the year, was,

Admirals . . . . . . . 41
Vice-admirals . . . . . . 32
Rear-admirals . . . 50
» superannuated 23
Post-captains e . . . . 673
. o» » 1
Commanders, or sloop-captains 409
2 superannuated 48
Lieutenants . . . . . . . 2457

~ Masters . . . . . . . . 541
‘And the number of seamen and marines, voted for the
year 1804, was 100000.}

As soon as the commerce of France began to suffer
from the vigilance and activity of british cruisers,
the war acquired among the French, those especially
who were engaged in trade and resident along the Com-
coasts of the Channel, a truly national. character. Pluntt
The conduct of some of the king’s ships, in firing british
upon small towns and defenceless places upon the ¢~
french coast, excited in the inhabitants a strong
feeling of indignation; and some of the London
journals betrayed a very ill taste when they extolled
such exploits. It was this hostile spirit against the -
English, that induced the first-consul, amidst his
many plans for a vigorous prosecution of the war, to
prefer that plan, which had for its basis a descent
upon the island that held him at defiance ; as if re-
solved, by a single campaign, to verify the assertion
which he had publicly made, that England, unsup-
ported, could not witzstand the power of France.

To assemble an army deemed sufficient for the
purpose, even though it should amount to 160000
- men, was not very difficult in a country that could

% See Appendix, No. 24. + See Appendii, No. 25.






BUONAPARTE'S NAVAL REGULATIONS. 313

13 of his ships. Three or four more subsequently 1804.
joined. Such had been the exertions in Brest har-
bour during the winter months, that, by the latter
end of April, 17 sail of the line, including two three- April.
deckers, ray at anchor in the road, ready for sea.

The first day of the following month gave birth to May.
a set of directions, framed by Napoléon himself, for
the improvement of his fleet in Brest water. He
begins by complaining, that the enemy should be
permitted,with a small number of vessels, to blockade
so considerable a fleet as the one at anchorin that port.
He orders that the ships shall get under way every
day, as well to exercise the crews, as to harass the
British, and favour the passage of the flotilla coming
from Audierne; that 200 soldiers shall be placed on
board each ship of the line; and who, besides being
exercised at the guns and about the rigging and sails,
are to row in the ship’s launch. Premiums are to be
given to those who excel in these matters; and nothing
that can excite the emulation of either soldiers or
sailors appears to have been overlooked. Every
ship of the line is to be provided with a quantity of
36-pound shells for her lower battery, and the men
are to be taught how to fire them off with effect.
The captains are ordered not to quit their vessels to
go on shore, and even the commander in chief is not
allowed to lodge elsewhere than on board his ship.*
. About ten days after the date of Napoléon’s direc-
tions to the minister of marine, vice-admiral Decrés,
two sail of the line from the inner harbour joined
themselves to the 17 already at anchor in the road.
It does not appeqg, however, that any movement of
consequence too?place among the ships; either
because the first-consul’s attention was too much
engrossed by the new dignity he was about to Napo-
assume, or that he required the presence of the fleet 1
to assist in giving éclat to the imposing ceremony ror of
which, on the 14th of that same month of May, made F**
him emperor of France.

* Précis des Evénemens, tome xi. p. 195.
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The directions given by Napoléon to his minister 1804.
of marine were, that the Brest fleet of 23 (the Océan *™
included) sail of the line, under vice-admiral Gan-
teaume, with from 30000 to 40000 troops on board,
under general Angereau, should quit port at the
first opportunity that might occur in the month of
Novem&)r, proceed to Lough-Swilly bay in the north
of Ireland, and there disembark the men. Should
any difficulty arise, the coast of Scotland was to
receive the troops. Vice-admiral Ganteaume was
then to call off the Texel, and, bringing away
with him the seven dutch sail of the line and trans-
ports with 2500 troops on board in that harbour,
make his appearance before Boulogne. The 30 sail
of the line, by this means assembled, added to the
20 sail under M. Villeneuve approaching from off
Rochefort, would, it was considered, be sufficient to
cover the grand flotilla, and enable it to fulfil the
ultimate object of all the expeditions on foot, a dis-
embarkation of its host of troops on the shores of
England ; and which, it was at last discovered, could
not be accomplished without the powerful aid of the
larger vessels. The year 1804, however, was not
destined to witness. the attempt, much less the exe-
cution, of this gigantic, and, in the opinion of most
persons, impracticable undertaking.

Before we proceed, as is now our intention, to rava-
narrate the different engagements which, during the jioz
present year, ensued between the british cruisers
and the french flotilla, prepared or pregaring for
the invasion of England, some account of the ves-
sels of that flotila, and of the ports in which the
were assembling, will free the subject from muc
of the obscurity that must otherwise attend it.
The armed vessels of the flotilla were divided into
five or six classes. It will suffice to describe the
preame, and the gun-vessel, or canonniére. The pe.
prame was a remarkably strong-built vessel, mea- }F
suring in her extreme length about 110 french feet, the
and 25 in breadtb, and drawing from seven to eight ¥
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vessels kept afloat ; and, to prevent any annoyance 1804.
on the part of the British, immense batteries were
erected at all the commanding points. As a still
further protection against a bombardment, a strong
line of heavy gun-vessels was moored across the
road; which, by nature, was difficult of approach,
on account of the numerous shoals and sand-banks
in its vicinity. Vimereux, situated about a league
to the north-east of Boulogne, was actually formed
into a port expressly to receive the flotilla; and the
harbour of Ambleteuse was deepened and enlarged,
to answer the same purpose. A glance at the chart
of this coast will show how difficult the whole of
these ports are of access on account of the sands.
No vessel, indeed, beyond a gun-brig in size, can
a;:lproach near enough to do any execution. The
tides, too, which cross each other in an extraordinary
manner, are very serious obstacles in the way of a
bombarding force.

Corresponding exertions were making on the op- Defen-
posite side of the Channel. An immense number of ;.
small vessels, armed each with one or two heavy ,mliaon-
long guns, were stationed at the Nore and at all the jana.°
most assailable parts of the english coast; as were
also several large armed ships, mounted with heavy
carronades, and which ships, although not in a state
to go to sea, answered perfectly well for floating-
batteries. Mortella towers were also erected along
the coast; and an immense army, composed of regu-
lars, militia, and volunteers, were ready, on the first
summons, to rush to the point of danger. In mid-
channel and along the french coast, british cruisers
were constantly on the watch, ready to blaze away
upon the vessels of the flotilla, the instant they
sgowed themselves outside the sands and batteries
by which they were protected. The commander in
chief on the Downs station, admiral lord Keith, had
this important.service under his immediate direction;
and several enterprising officers had the command
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long 18 and 24 pounders,) and from 700 to 800 men, 1804.
commanded by lieutenant Laurent Tourneur. ey

By 8h.30m. a.m., having advanced within extreme
range, the gun-vessels began to open their fire.
They continued gaining rapidly upon the brig until
9 h. 30 m. ; when they had approached so near, that
the Vincejo was obliged to sweep her broadside to
and engage, under the additional disadvantage that
her few men were fatigued by hard labour at the oar,
and divided during the action between the larboard
guns and the starboard sweeps. The Vincejo main-
tained this unequal contest for nearly two hours,
and that within grape and hailing distance. The
brig’s hull, masts, yards, and rigging had at length
received great damage: three guns were disabled ;
and, owing to the booms having fallen upon the
main d;:ﬁ (the brig baving a quarterdeck like
the Port-Mahon,) ang the loss, out of her small
effective crew, of two men killed and 12 wounded,
including captain Wright himself, in the groin, (but
who would not quit the deck,) the fire was reduced
to one gun in about five minutes. Thus situated,
the Vincejo had no alternative but to strike her
colours.

The loss sustained by the flotilla could never be
ascertained ; but, from the marks of blood on board
the brig to which the prisoners were first carried,
and the evident damage done to several of the ves-
sels, not a doubt was entertained as to its severity.
A highly exaggerated account of this action appears
in a french work, in which the little Vincejo, de-
scribed as “ une forte corveite,” is associated with
“ une lougre anglaise,” and the french force is re-
duced to * quatre canonniéres.”*®

The subsequent mysterious death of captain Deatn
Wright in the Temple at Paris struck all Europe {0
with horror. Although the affair is still involved in
doubt, it is but justice to state, that Napoléon has
strenuously denied having offered any violence to

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi, p. 33,
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{

. silencing them: he menaced the enterprising young 1804.

officer with his displeasure.*

The following portion of captain Wright’s narrative
will show, as werl the effect produced upon his mind
by the statements circulated in France to his disad-
vantage, as the species of daring service in which
he had employed the Vincejo for some weeks pre-
vious to her capture; a capture of the importance of
which the french government were so fully sensible,
that they promoted lieutenant Tourneur on the spot
to a capitaine de frégate.

“ Had it ever occurred to me,” says captain
‘Wrright, “that blame could in any manner attach to
my conduct, under the closest scrutiny of a court
composed of my brother officers, famed for the se-
verity of their criticism on all that concerns the
honour of the country and the reputation of the navy,
and who are at least as good judges as the enemy,
of the risks that a brave and enterprising officer
ought reasonably to rum in performing the king’s
service ; I confess that I should more readily have
anticipated a charge of temerity than a censure of
pusillanimity. If with, I may fairly assert, as ill
manned a ship as ever sailed from England, a station
was maintained singly, with very little interval, for
three months, without a pilot, within the enemy’s
islands, in the mouth of their rivers, in the presence
of an extremely superior force continually in motion;
if his convoys, attended by this force, were as often
chased, forced out of their course, and obliged to
take shelter in ports they were not destined for;
if that very weak and inefficient ship’s company
was, in that time, by unremitting attention and ex-
ertion, brought to such a state of discipline as gave
me sufficient confidence to wait for, and chase into
her own ports, an enemy’s ship, in all respects
greatly superior to the brig I commanded ; if lying
to a whole day in the enemy’s road at the mouth of
a river, bidding defiance to two brigs, each of nearly

* Naval Chronicle, vol. xxxv, p. 450.
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1804. equal force with the Vincejo, a schooner, and 50
sail of armed gun-boats, brigs, and luggers, all

* under way, and occasionally laying their heads off
the land, but keeping close to their batteries; if
after having got ashore in the mouth of a river,
within grape-range of the batteries, I had, I may
well be permitted to say, the audacity to unrig the
Vincejo, get her guns out, and haul her high and dry

into an enemy’s port in a small island, between
Belle-Isle and the Main, within four miles of the
continent, to examine her keel and repair her da-
mage, making preparations in the mean time to fight

a land battle, in case of a very probable attack,
protected only by the presence of a frigate for a

day or two ; 1if taking and running on shore several

of the enemy’s vessels under the batteries, in sight

of the above force; if unreeving and reeving double

all my running rigging that was susceptible of it,

and almost entirely rigging my ship anew, as much

to increase my mechanical purchases, to supply the
deficiency of hands in working her, as promptly to
make sailors of my landmen and boys, with whatever
circumstances may be added to this catalogue, from

my public account of the action, and the testimony

of my immediate captors, be proofs of want of
energy, bravery, intelligence, and seamanship, it
must be acknowledged that I ought to take my
Elace among arrant cowards and incorrigible lub-

ers.”*

criser  Owing to the great preparations making in Flush-
o er Ing, Helvoet, and Ostende, these ports were nar-
ofiBou- rowly watched by a british force placed under the
logne: orders of commodore sir William Sidney Smith, in
the 50-gun ship Antelope; whose accustomed anchor-

age was near the north-east extremity of the Scho-
nevelde channel, about six leagues west-north-west,

or thereahouts, of Flushing, and rather more than the
same distauce, in nearly a south-south-west direction,

from Ostende. The following was the plan adopted

* Naval Chronicle, vol. xxxv. p. 445.
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for a quick communication of intelligence. One 1804.
vessel took her station within view of distant signals
(flags as large as ensigns, expressing their import,

not by colour, but by number and position) from the
commodore’s ship; and the vessel or: vessels close

off the enemy’s port, on having any thing important

to communicate, stretched out to the offing until
their signals were seen and answered by the inter-
mediate cruiser, and then resumed their station, or
otherwise, as circumstances might require.

On the 16th of May the british force stationed Msy.
close off the port of Ostende consisted of the 18-gun
brig-sloop Cruiser, captain John Hancock, and 16-
gun ship-sloop Rattler, captain Francis Mason;
who kept up a communication with the squadron
cruising off Calais, by means of three or four
glun-brigs, under the orders of lieutenant Patrick

anderston, of the Minx. On the evening of this
day 22 one-masted gun-vessels and one schooner
were seen to haul out of the harbour of Osterde,
and to take up an anchorage to the westward of the
lighthouse, within the sand. Captain Hancock im-
mediately made the signal of recall to the four gun-
brigs, then standing to the westward, and despatched
the hired armed cutter Stag, lieutenant William
Patfull, with the intelligence to the commodore.
Having done this, captain Hancock, as soon as it grew
dark, got under way with his two sloops; and, the
better to prevent the escape of the division of gun-
boats outside, which were commanded by capitaine
de frégate Bernard-Isidore Lambour, reanchored
within long range of the batteries at the pier-head.

On the 16th, at daybreak, the four british gun-
brigs, being still in sight, were again recalled ; but,
as on the preceding evening, they did not see or un-
derstand the signal. At9h. 30m. a. m. the Rattler,
who lay a little to the eastward of the Cruiser,
made the signal, first for five sail, and then for a
fleet, in the east-south-east. This was a strong
division of the gallo-batavian or Flushing fotilla,

Y 2
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flotilla except eight schuyts, which continued their 1804.
route towards the Inner Wieling. Atabout 1h.45m. my,
p. M. the Ville-d’Anvers fired a shot at the Cruiser,
which passed over her, and fell close under the bows
of the Rattler. Shortly afterwards, the wind shifting
six points, both sloops fell off in their course, and
found themselves nearly abreast of theleading prame,
and upon the lee beam of the flotilla, then crowding
sail to get in-shore. At a few minutes before 2 p. M.
the Ville-d’Anvers commenced a heavy fire upon
the Cruiser and Rattler, and several of the schoo-
ners and schuyts also opened their fire. In a short
time the two sloops were in the midst of the flotilla,
engaging on both sides, and frequently assailed by
shot and shells from the batteries of Blanckenberghe.
Notwithstanding all this the Cruiser and Rattler
gallantly drove on shore the Ville-d’Anvers prame,
and four of the schooners. '

At 3h.45m. p. m. the Aimable arrived up with, Ama-
and opened her fire upon, a portion of the flotilla
close under the batteries of Blanckenberghe. At lope.
about 4h. 30m. p. M. the Penelope and Antelope ante-
also got into action, and, by their heavy fire, drove '°*
several other schooners and schuyts on shore. At
7 ». m. the -Aimable found herself near to the
grounded prame, and received from her a very de-
structive fire ; several artillerymen from the shore
having got on board the Ville-d’Anvers, and re-
placeg her crew, most of whom had fled upon her
first grounding: at which time, too, her colours
were ‘either hauled down or shot away. At about
7 h. 45 m. p. M., the tide having fallen and left the
british ships in little more water than they drew,
the Antelope made the signal to discontinue the en-
gagement ; and the squadron drew off into deeper
water. The gallo-batavian flotilla, or what remained
of it, took this opportunity of getting into the basin
of Ostende ; whither they were accompanied by the
division of french gun-vessels which, Ey the orders
of rear-admiral Charles Magon, the commanding
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the Antelope for a full hour after she and her com- 1804.

ranions bhad weighed ; nor does the log of the Ante- 3,
ope mention their names until the following entry
occurs: “ At 2 observed the Rattler and Cruiser
commence firing on the enemy’s flotilla.” The log
of the Aimable refers to the first appearance of the
two sloops in nearly the same manner: ‘At 2
Cruiser and Rattler brought the enemy to action, &c.”
And how could the commodore well have descried
the two sloops earlier than the commencement of
the afternoon, when the Antelope had been at
anchor full six leagues (some accounts say nine)
from their anchorage ; at such a distance, in fact, that
it took the Stag, from 9 p. M. on the 15th to 5h,
30 m. .M. on the 16th, before her commander could
deliver his despatches to sir Sidney? Moreover
the first signal of any kind, noticed in the log of the
Anteloee, is one made at 4 p. M., “ to engage the
enemy.” Whereas, in proof that much had been
effected two hours before he was in a situation to
make that signal, sir Sidney in his letter says:
¢ Since two o’clock (a little earlier than was the
case) the sternmost prame struck her colours and ran
on shore.”

But there is a more disinterested testimony, in
favour of the claims of the Cruiser and Rattler, than
is to be found in the logs of any of the british ships.
The french minister of marine, vice-admiral Decres,
under date of May 20, 1804, gives as the substance
of the report of rear-admiral Ver-Huell, that an
english frigate and corvette, or, in other words,
that an english frigate-built and brig-rigged cor-
vette, who were very near, manceuvred to cut off
two of the gun-boats and a transport, &c. ¢ The
action during two hours,” proceeds the account,
“ was extremely warm: the two enemy’s vessels
were disabled and retreated.” The rear-admiral

oes on to state that, the port of Ostende being
eft open, he steered towards it; but that com-
modore sir Sidney Smith, “ having assembled bis
squadron, attacked the flotilla within three leagues
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On:the- 17th, at daybreak, the four gun-brigs, 1s04.
eommanded by lieutenant Manderston, having joined, ‘5~
were sent in, under the direction of captain Hancock,
to see what could be done with the french prame Gun-.*
Ville-d’Anvers, aground to the eastward of Ostende. Mg
The gun-brigs opened their fire,but received from the french
numerous train of horse and other artillery assem-P™™*
bled along the beach, as well as from the heavy mor-
tars and pieces of cannon mounted upon the heights,
so heavy a fire in return, that they were obliged to
desist and haul off. No loss appears to-have. been
sustained by the gun-brigs ; but the Minx was struck
by a.large shot in the hounds of her mainmast... On
the morning of the 19th the 16-gun ship-sloops Galgo,
eaptain. Michael Dodd, and Inspector, captain Ed-:
ward James Mitchell, cooperated with the gun-brigs-
in a second attack upon the grounded prame; baut,
grrotected. by the powerful batteries on shore, the

ille-d’Anvers floated with the rising tide and got
safe into Ostende. Five of the eight grounded
schooners and schuyts were also floated into the
basin. _

Havre, owing to its central position on the french Bom-
Channel-coast, was made a temporary dépét for the 24~
vessels of the flotilla constructed to the westward, Havre.
or in the Seine and the rivers flowing into it. As
soon as a sufficient number was assembled, they
were to be convoyed, by prames and iun-brigs, to
the grand entrepot at Boulogne. In the month of
July & british squadron, composed chiefly of sloops, July.
bombs, and small craft, under the orders of captain
Robert Dudley Oliver, in the 38-gun frigate Melpo-
méne, was stationed off Havre, to reconnoitre and
harass the port, and prevent, as well the vessels of
the flotilla inside from escaping, as those on the
outside from joining. - On the 23d the bomb-vessels
bombarded the town, set it on fire, and compelled
several of the vessels to retire behind the pier and
up theriver. The mortar-batteries on shore opened
a fire in retarn, .which, although continued for some:






INVASION-FLOTILLA, 331

lugger were on the rocks near the village of Portet, 1804.
totally destroyed. A brig and two luggers remained ‘37,
at anchor close to the rocks, with wafts up; and the
brig bad lost her topmasts, topsails, and lower
yards, and one of the luggers the head of her main-
mast: besides which the sea was making a perfect
breach over them.

In the french version of the affair no mention is
made of the presence of the British. All is ascribed
to the fury of the gale, which did, indeed, play
havoc among the invading craft. The exact num-
ber of gun-vessels that foundered, or were stranded,
is not stated ; but the account acknowledges, that
upwards of 400 soldiers and sailors were ingulfed
with the former, and that a great many perished
with the latter. The emperor was a spectator of
the scene, and, if we are to credit the french writers,
evinced much sensibility on the occasion. ¢ L’em-

reur, arrivé de la veille & Boulogne, fut témoins

e ces désastres; il se montra encore plus affligé
que furieux ; la sensibilité chez lui parut bien supé-
rieure an dépit, et ’orgueil de son caractére céda 4
la bonté de son cceur.””* Napoléon, no doubt, was
taught a lesson by the disaster: he saw that the
shots and shells of british ships were not all he had
to fear, in getting his immense armada across the
English Channel. -

oulogne, heing as already mentioned the head-
quarters of the lgrand armament preparing for the
invasion of England, occupied a due share of the
latter’s attention. The british squadron, which
cruised off Boulogne in August, consisted of from 15
to 20 vessels, under the command of rear-admiral
Louis in the 50-gun ship Leopard. The main body
usually lay at anchor, in 16 fathoms’ water, about
10 mi‘el north-west of the port; and a detached or
flying division, of five or six vessels, under the
command of captain Owen, in the frigate Immor-

& Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi. p. 138,
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watching their manceuvres. . In a short time a’firing 1804.
commenced between the parties, and soon ‘brought yray
to the spot the Immortalité ; who, at 2h. 30 m: p. m.
opened her broadside upon the gun-vessels, and re-
ceived in return a heavy fire from the batteries, one
shot from which struck her under the main chains,
Jbut did no material injury. . It now became necessary
to haul further from the shore ; and the Immortalité,
having done so, lay to about three miles off the port.
Early on the morning of the 26th the ‘Archer and Archer
Bloodhound, commanded as before,* fired at some Biood-
luggers coming round Cape Grinez, but who kept }oad,
too close to the shore to be molested. Towards the Grines.
afternoon-a second division of gun-vessels, under
capitaine de vaisseau Etienne Pevrieux, and two
sections of prussian mortar-vessels, got under way,
and, when joined to captain Le Ray’s division, which
‘'was still manceuvring between Vimereux and Am-
bleteuse, formed a total of 60 brigs, and upwards of
30 luggers. . The french emperor himself, it ap-
pears, was at this time in the road in his barge, at-
tended by marshals Soult and Mortier and ‘admiral
Bruix. At 4vr. u. the Immortalité, followed by the
Harpy, still commanded by captain Heywood, gun-
brig Adder, lieutenant George Wood; and. hired
armed cutter Constitution, commanded by lieutenant
J. S. A.Dennis, made sail towards the flotilla, and in
a quarter of an hour afterwards opened her fire ; as
did the vessels astern of her.. The gun-vessels, how-
ever, kept near the shore, purposely to- draw the
British, within reach of the batteries.. . There was no Immor-
withstanding the temptation, and the Immortalité and 3¢
her three- companions tacked and stood in, within logre.
three quarters of a mile of the batteries, which kept
up an Incessant fire.
As if that- were not enough to preserve the gun-

ligne,” (meaning a 50 and a frigate,) ““deux frégates de qua-
rante-quatre, de sept corveltes de guerre & trois wuits, de deux
lougres, et d'un cutter.”"—Précis des Lvénemens, tome xu. p. 45.

* See p. 330,
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1804. yessels from capture, the greater part of those in

Aug.
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the road weighed and proceeded to, their assistance.
“ Presque tous les batimens qui se trouvaieut en
rade prirent part & ce combat, selon leur position,
et furent soutenus par le feu des batteries de la céte,
quand P’ennemi tenta de s’en approcher. Les mor-
tiers & grande portée lui firent beaucoup de mal,
&C.” *

At about 5 p. M., while the Constitution with her
12-pounder carronades was engaging, in the most
gallant manner, a heavy gun-brig and two lugger-
rigged yachts, painted with white bottoms and
sides, and richly gilt, a 13-inch shell fell on
between the companion and skylight, passed through
the deck, stove a skuttle-butt, and went through
the cutter’s bottom. The hole being too large to
be stopped, and the vessel filling fast, a signal of
distress was hoisted. In a few minutes the boats of
the squadron were alongside, and the whole of the
crew were saved. A shell also fell on board the
Harpy, and, after killing one of her seamen, lod
in a beam on the main deck, without doing further
harm. The reason given for its not exploding isa
very extraordinary one. According to several
english accounts, the fusee was actually extinguished
by the blood of the poor man, through whose body
the shell had just passed. The Immortalité was twice
struck by shot in the hull, and had four men slightly
wounded. This frigate and her division, to which the
Bruiser gun-brig, commanded as before, had since
joined herself, now hauled oft out of gun-shot. Some
of the french vessels were compelled to run on shore
on account of the shot-holes in their hulls; and such
of the remainder, as the batteries had not permitted
to be materially damaged, bore up for the road of
Boulogne. On the two succeeding days some slight
skirmishes also took place, but nothing decisive
could be effected on account of the french batteries;

* Précis des Evénemens, tome xi, p. 47.
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nor was any injurg' done to the british vessels, be- \1_2,04.4
yond a wound in the Bruiser’s bowsprit. Avg.

It is'singular that the same french writer, who
tells us of the immense advantage which a host of
these gun-vessels derived from the gun and mortar
batteries along the coast, should cite the engagement
or skirmish of the 26th of August, as  une des plus
fortes épreuves de I'effet réciproque du feu des pe-
tits batimens de flotille opposés a une ligne de vais-
seaux et frégates d'un rang trés-supérieur.” * The
writer should have stopped until a case occurred
where a score or so of these gun-vessels, having got
beyond the reach of their protectors, suddenly found
themselves, in a fine commanding breeze, close to-
leeward of a single british frigate, of the Immor-
talité for instance. How many of them, does he
think, would escape capture or destruction? None,
provided the frigate stayed not to pick up the drown-
ing crews of those she crushed by her stem, or sank
by her broadsides; and provided those vessels, that
hauled down their flags to save themselves from the
fate of their companions, did not treacherously re-
hoist them, because the frigate was too much occu-
pied to send a boat to take possession. None knew
this better than Napoléon. The affair of the 26th of
August, of which he had unintentionally been an
eye-witness, convinced him. He did not say so,
it is true: it was not his policy. 'Within the short
space of little more than five weeks, the french em-
peror had witnessed, both what the Channel gales
and the Channel cruisers would do with his flotilla, if
it fell in the way of either.

Towards the latter end of the summer a plan was Cata-
submitted to, and received the sanction of, the epe-
british government, for destroying such vessels of dition.
the invasion-flotilla, as should moor in any of the
open roads along the french Channel-coast. - This
desirable object was to be attained chiefly by means

- ® Précis des Evénemens, tome xi. p. 45.
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.-1804. of a novel, or rather, of arevived species of fire-vessel
:},’;_’ of a very peculiar description. It consisted of a coffer
about 21 feet long, and three and a quarter . broad,
De- ‘resembling in appearance a log of mahogany, excelpt
tionof that its ‘extremities were formed like a wedge. Its
the s ‘covering was of thick plank, lined with lead, calked
ran. and tarred. Outside this was a coat of canvass,
paid over with hot pitch. The vessel weighed, when
filled, (done of course before the covering is wholly
put on,) about two tons, The contents consisted,
besides the apparatus, of as much ballast as would
just keep the upper surface or deck of the coffer
even with the water’s edge. Amidst a quantity of
powder (about 40 barrels) and other inflammable
matter, was a piece of clockwork, the main spring
of which, on the withdrawing of a peg placed on the
outside, would, in a given time, (from six to ten mi-
nutes,) draw the trigger of a lock and explode the
vessel. This ¢ catamaran” as it was called, had no
mast, and was to be towed to the spot of its opera-
tion. On the opposite end to that to which the tow-
rope was fixed was a line, with a sort of grapplin{-
iron at its extremity, kept afloat by pieces of cork,
and intended to hook itself to the cable of the object

of destruction, and swing the coffer alongside.
The appearance of about 150 vessels, moored in
a double line outside the pier of Boulogne, offered
a fit opportunity for trying the effect of these much-
vaunted machines. Accordingly, on the 1st of Oc-
tober, in the morning, admiral lord Keith, in the
Monarch 74, with three 6is, two 50s, and several
frigates, sloops, bombs, gun-brigs, cutters, and fire-
vessels, anchored about five miles from the french
line oft Boulogne. In the course of the day the
Monarch, accompanied by three frigates and some
smaller vessels, weighed, and reanchored just out of
gun-shot of the french batteries and flotilla, This
movement, coupled with the information previously
furnished by spies, left no doubt in the minds of the
French as to the nature of the attack that was about
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to ensue. [Every defensive _Freparation had already 1804
been made by rear-admiral Lacrosse, whose flag ‘oct.
was flying on board the Ville-de-Mayence prame,
stationed in the centre of the line. Towards even-
ing the french admiral despatched several gun-boats -
and armed launches to a distance outside, that they
might be ready, as well to give notice by signal of
the enemy’s approach, as, if possible, to grapple
and tow away the fire-vessels. On shore the bat-
teries were all ready, and bodies of troops, with
numerous field-pieces, were stationed along the coast.

On the 2d oF October, at about 9 h. 15 m. . M.,
the four fire-vessels, Amity, Devonshire, Peggy, and
Providence, towed by armed launches, proceeded
upon the service assxtin'ed them. In less than a
quarter of an hour their approach was signalled
by the french videttes ; who, as soon as they found
that the fire they opened was not returned, suspected
the nature of the vessels which, with a strong tide and
fair wind, were fast driving towards them. A scuffle
now ensued between the french gun-boats and the
english launches; and the latter, having towed their
charges to a proper distance, and ignited the fusees,
left the tide to perform the rest, and rowed back to
their ships. As the fire-vessels approached the left of
the french line, a heavy cannonade commenced, with
a view of sinking them, but it failed in its effect.
The Providence, entering among the gun-boats,
exploded at 10 h. 15 m., between No. 149 and No.
241, stationed in the second line, wounding two men
on board the latter vessel. The explosion was
awfully loud, and created considerable alarm, as well
along the french line, as among the spectators on
shore ; but no more mischief appears to have been
done than has just been stated.

In another 20 minutes the Peggy, passing through
a vacant space left purgosely for her, exploded m
the rear of.the line, with an effect as slight as the
first, merely wounding an officer and two men. A
third fire-vessel, the Devonshire, exploded at about

VOL. LI z



338 BRITISH AND FRENCH FLERTS.—CHANNEL.

1804. 1 . m. on the 3d, wounding two men only. The
‘3",{' fourth, which was the Amity, pointed to the admiral’s
ﬁrame; but the Ville-de-l\’fayence, slacking her ca-
les, let the enemy drift harmlessly by. This vessel,
at her explosion, appears to have effected even less

than her three companions.

Four or five of the catamarans also exploded, the
last at about 3 h. 30 m. A. m.; but one only, and that
by an unexpected occurrence, appears to have
caused any destruction to the French. A british
boat, having just done towing a catamaran, was, the
French say, abandoned by her crew, but left with a
sail up. If so, it must have been as a ruse, and the
English must have transported themselves to another
boat, as the enemy’s gun-vessel was approaching.
Lord Keith’s letter containing not a word of details,
the french accounts are all we have to trust to. A
heavily-armed launch, or péniche, (No. 267,& 8
proached this vacant boat, into which 27 french sol-
diers and sailors instantly leaped. Scarcely had the
latter made off with their prize, before the péniche ran
foul of the catamaran, and was instantly blown into
the air, with the loss of all her remaining crew, con-
sisting of her commander and 13 soldiers and sailors.
Those left in the captured boat gained the port of
Vimereux. This made the french loss amount, alto-
gether, to 14 killed and seven wounded. The British
had not a man hurt.

Many were the anathemas hurled against England
for the barbarity of this attack by catamaran, but
surely without reason. Had she not a right to crash,
in the ports of its formation if she could, the flotilla
which, it was publicly declared, had for its sole
object the conveyance of troops for a descent u
her shores? What is there, compared with ex-
plosion-vessels and fire-ships, peculiarly gentle in
the employment of red-hot balls, and grape and
langridge shot; or, indced, in any of the missiles
or weapons with which war is usually waged ? That
the catamaran affair was a silly project was asserted



INVASION-FLOTILLA. 339

with more reason, than that it was a cruel or an 1804
illegal one. It was a complete failure, and, like on.
every failure of the kind, conferred additional
strength upon that which it was intended to destroy.
Under an idea, for instance, that the British would
improve their plans, and make a second attempt at
burning the flotilla, ¢ une chaine de barrage” was
constructed, which completely sheltered the line of
gun-boats at Boulogne from explosion-vessels of
every description.

On the 8th of October, a division of french lug- Cept.
ger-rigged gun-vessels being perceived from the niker
road of Jersey, creeping along the coast of Nor-of
mandy from the southward, the british 18-gun ship- ncz.
sloop Albacore, captain Major Jacob 'Henniker,
slipped and made sail, followed by a gun-brig and
cutter; but who, missing the sloop in the haze, re-
turned to the anchorage. Towards evening the
Albacore, being near the Grosnez de Flamanville,
compelled five of the luggers to anchor close to the
surf, under the corner of a battery to the southward
of Grosnez. The wind being dead on shore and a
lee tide making, the Albacore lay off until the 9th,
at 10 A. u.; when, with the assistance of the weather
tide, captain Henniker stood in, under a heavy fire
from the battery and gun-vessels. At 11 A, m. the
Albacore anchored, with springs, close to the gun-
vessels, and within about 200 yards of the surf: the
sloop then opened her fire, and continued it until all
five vessels were driven on shore, and lay broadside
to in a heavy surf, which, broke with great violence
over them. Their men, in great numbers, landed
upon the beach; and some were seen bearing the
wounded in their arms. Having, owing to the
strength of the wind, dragged her anchor, the Al-
bacore, at the falling of the tide, slipped and hauled
off, without any loss, but with her hull struck in
several places, her main and maintop masts shot
through, and her rigging of every kind much cut.

On the 23d of Octobe;, at 4 p. M., & division of

z
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verely, baving lost his right leg veryhigh up. Two 1804.
seamen had also been wounded in the previous can- p,
nonade.

On the 8th of December, in the evening, an at- Csta-
tempt was made, under the direction of captain siry
Home Popham, of the 50-gun ship Antelope, by Calsis.
means of the Susannah explosion-vessel and two
carcasses, or catamarans, to destroy Fort Rouge,
the advanced pile-battery at the entrance of the
harbour of Calais; but, if the french accounts are
to be credited, little or no damage was effected b
_ the single explosion, that of the Susannah, which tooZ

place. One carcass could not be fixed; and the
other, when fixed, would not go off. On the british
side not a man was hurt; and it appears that the
same good fortune attended the persons on shore.
‘We must now quit, for a while, gun-boats and cata-
marans to attend to the operations of fleets of line-
of-battle ships.

Among the advantages which the british govern- Lord
ment had contemplated by retaining possession of Nepon
the island of Malta, its proximity to Toulon was not lon.
the least important ; and yet lord Nelson often em-
phatically declared, that he would as soon the news
of the sailing of the Toulon fleet reached him at
St.-Helen’s as at Malta. In proof of the force of that
impression upon lord Nelson’s mind, the Mediter-
ranean fleet had not once entered Valetta harbour
since he bad taken the command, the vice-admiral
invariably, when he was compelled to seek a port,
.steering for Agincourt sound; where, on the last
day of the preceding year, we left him and his fleet
atanchor.®* Lord Nelsonreadily admitted, however,
that the island of Malta was an important outwork
to Egypt, and, through the latter to India ; and that
England, by possessing it, acquired a decided influ-
fnce in the Levant and over the whole of southern

taly.

On the 4th of January, leaving the 38-gun frigate Jan.

* See p. 267
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Amazon, captain William Parker, and some smaller
vessels, to aid the Sardinians, in the event of an
expected invasion from the neighbouring island of
Corsica, the vice-admiral, with the remainder of his
fleet, weighed and put to sea. On the 9th captain
Keats in the Superb was detached, to settle some
dispute with the dey of Algiers; and, to give weight
to the negotiation, lord Nelson himself, on the 17th,
made his appearance off the Barbary coast. The
Superb having rejoined on the following day, the
fleet stood back to Sardinia, and on the 27th, at b
P. M., again dropped anchor in Agincourt sound.
Between February 1st and 8th the fleet cruised
in the neighbourhood of the french coast, and then
anchored near the island of Cabrera. On the 18th
lord Nelson again put to sea, and remained out until

March. the 25th of March; having, on the 16th, been joined

April,

May.

by the 100-gun ship Royal-Sovereign, captain
Pulteney Malcolm, from England. 'Weighing again
on the gd of April, the fleet passed between the
island of Elba and Cape Corse, and on the 9th, in the
morning, took a station about midway between the
capes Sicie and Sepet. On the same afternoon the
french batteries at the latter place fired several shot
at the Amazon, while taking possession of a prize-
brig in-shore ; and three french frigates came out of
Toulon, and stood towards her. Ou this the 74-gun
ship Donegal, captain sir Richard John Strachan,
an(i) 38-gun frigate Active, captain Richard Hussey
Moubray, closed the Amazon; whereupon, at 6h.
30m. p. M., the french ships, including four others
that had just rounded Cape Sepet, tacked and pat
back.

On the 10th of May the Leviathan 74, captain
Henry William Bayntun, accompanied by three
bomb-vessels, joined the fleet, which, on the day
following, anchored among the Magdalena islands.
On the 14th the Gibraltar rejoined from Naples, and
on the 19th the british fleet weighed and steered for
Toulon. By this time the french fleet had also
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received an accession of force: the 80-gun ship 1804.
Bucentaure had been launched, and, with seven\ﬁ,’;’
other line-of-battle ships, lay in the outer road ready
for sea. A few other ships were in nearly the
same state of readiness in tlil)e inner road ; and the
whole were still under the command of vice-admiral
La Touche-Tréville, who had now the new 80 for his
flag-ship. :

On the 24th of May, in the forenoon, as the
Canopus, Donegal, and Amazon, having been de-
tached from the fleet, then out of sight in the offing,
were standing upon the larboard tack, with a light
air from the south-west, close to the eastward of
Cape Sepet, for the purpose of reconnoitring the
fleet in Toulon, a french line-of-battle ship and
frigate were observed under sail between the capes
Sepet and Brun, which form the entrance to the
harbour. At half past noon, when about three
miles from the shore, the Amazon, Donegal, and
Canopus tacked in succession. No sooner had the
Canopus put about, than several french gun-boats
swept from under Cape Sepet, and, profiting by the
calm state of the weather, opened a distant fire upon
her and the Amazon. The Canopus, in return, dis-
charged a few of her lowerdeck guns, and stood
on to the south-east by east, with the wind now a
moderate breeze from west-north-west.

On hearing the firing, two french ships of the line
and two frigates had slipped their cables and made
sail, to assist the line-ot-gattle ship and frigate al-
ready outside. At2h. 30 m. p. M. two more sail of
the line slipped, and followed the others; making
now five sallpof the line and three frigates that were
in chase of the reconnoitring ships. Shortly after-
wards the french van-frigate, being on the weather

uarter of the Canopus, opened a fire upon her and
the Donegal; which these ships immediately returned.
With so superior a force it was in vain to contend,
and rear-admiral Campbell directed his little division
to make sail. At 3 h. 30 m. p. M., finding pursuit
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- At 5 p. M., or soon after, the Victory and the ships 1804
with her, observing the french admiral coming out of juz.
Toulon with eight sail of the line and four frigates,
shortened sail and hauled to the wind, in line of
battle, on the starboard tack. At 8 p. M. Cape Sicie
bore from the Victory north-west by west distant
seven leagues; and at 1h. 30 m. o. M. on the 15th,
having wore and tacked several times, the lee division
hove to. At 3 h. 46 m. . M. lord Nelson again
made sail, and at noon was only 11 miles to the
westward of the north-west end of Porquerolles.
Atb p. M. the Amazon and Pheebe joined the vice-
admiral ; at which time the french fleet, counted at
14 sail of ships, was standing off and on between
Cape Sepet and the last-named island. At 6 p.m.
the lee division again hove to for a short time. At
7 p. m. the Incorruptible, Siréne, and Furet joined
their fleet; which, having effected the apparent ob-
ject of the sally, now stood back into port, and was
followed, until well inside of Sepet, by lord Nelson
and his division. '

This would have passed off as an occurrence of
no moment, had not M. La Touche-Tréville thought
proper to make it the subject of an official communi-
cation to his government. He admits having sent
the two frigates and a brig-corvette to cruise in the
bay of Hyéres; as well as that he sailed out, with
the whole of his fleet, to prevent their retreat from
being cut off by a line-of-battle ship and two frigates
detached by lord Nelson. He states truly, that the
latter, upon this, recalled his detached ships, but most
untruly, that the british admiral “ ran away.”

What lord Nelson thought of the french admiral’s
exploit may be gathered from a letter which, on the
18th of June, he wrote to sir John Acton: “ Mons.
La Touche came out on the 14th. I was off the Hiéres
with five ships; he had eight of the line and six fri-
gates. In tl!l)e evening he stood under Sepet again,
and, I believe I may call it, we chased him into
Toulon the morning of the 15th, I am satisfied he
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1804. meant nothing beyond a gasconade; but am con-

June.

July.

fident, when he is ordered for any service, that he
will risk falling in with us, and the event of a battle,
to try and accomplish his orders.””* 1t was not until
some weeks after the date of this letter that lord
Nelson saw a copy of the official one of M. La
Touche.+ The statement of the french admiral gave
his lordship much more concern than it ought to have
done ; so much indeed, that he transmitted a copy of
the Victory’s log to the admiralty. It was sufficient
for M. La Touche that his assertion, taken in a larger
sense than he had probably anticipated, that of hav-
ing chased the british admiral with all the latter's 10
sail of the line present, gained credence in a quarter
which immediately promoted him from “ un grand
officier de la légion d’honneur,” to “ un grand off-
cier de ’empire,” and conferred upon him, also, the
lucrative appointment of “ inspecteur des cdtes de
la Méditerranée.”

Napoléon’s letter, apprizing M. La Touche-Tré-
ville of the manner in which he had rewarded his
gallantry, is dated at Malmaison, the 2d of July, and
contains some important directions relative to the

roceedings of the Toulon fleet. The vice-admiral
1s informed, that two battalions of picked troops of
the line, consisting of 800 men each, have received
orders to embark on board his ships, presumed to be
10 of the line, ready for sea in the road. If seamen
are wanted, the corvettes are to be disarmed, and
pressgangs sent to the port of Marseille. The orders
about the employment of shells for the 36-pounders
in the Brest fleet are here repeated, with an assurance
that, if fired at a distance of not more than 200 or
300 toises, they will produce a much greater effect
upon the hull of a ship than cannon-balls.}

M. La Touche-Tréville is then directed, after
having, if possible, deceived lord Nelson as to his

* Clarke and M‘Arthur, vol. ii. p. 372.
1 For a transcript of the original letter, see Appendix, No. %.
1 Précis des Evénemens, tome ii. p.198.
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destination, to put to sea, pass the Straits, sail wide 1804.
of Ferrol to avoid being seen by the blockading\j,}i;J
squadron, and arrive off Rochefort; where he is to
be joined by the six sail of the line, including the
new ship Achille then expected to be ready, in that
port. 'With his 16 sail of the line and 11 frigates,
the vice-admiral is then to proceed off Boulogne,
either doubling Ireland, or otherwise, as circum-
stances may warrant. The Brest fleet, composed of
23 sail of the line, with a strong body of troops on
board, is in the mean time to draw off the attention of
admiral Cornwallis, and to oblige him to keep close
to the coast of Bretagne, to be ready to intercept it
on its supposed route to the westward. The further
destination of M. La Touche-Tréville is left to be
communicated to him, when he arrives in the neigh-
bourhood of Boulogne ; which, Napoléon conjectures,
will be in the course of September, admitting the
fleet to have sailed from Toulon, as he trusts it will,
about the 28th of July.

For 16 or 17 days previous to the date last men-
tioned, a succession o? heavy gales of wind had ren-
dered it very difficult for lord Nelson to keep his
station ; especially .as scarcely more than half his
ships were in a seaworthy state.* On the 19th of
July the Ambuscade frigate, with eight sail of trans-
ports, joining from England, lord Nelson wore and
stood for the gulf of Palma, with the double object
of unloading the transports and of sheltering the
fleet. The station off Toulon, in the mean time,
was left in charge of captain William Hargood of
the Belleisle, having in company the Fisgard ‘and
Niger frigates, the Acheron bomb-vessel, and two
transports.

On the 2d of August, when the violence of the Aus.
wind had driven these ships out of sight of the
shore, five french sail of the line and six frigates,
under the orders of rear-admiral Dumanoir-le-Pelley,
in the Formidable 80, sailed out of Toulon, for the

* See p. 310,
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1804. gible, of Sainte-Lucie. Having garrisoned the cap-

Aug,

Nov.

tured islands, rear-admiral Missiessy was to proceed
off Surinam, and await the arrival of admiral Ville-
neuve; who, with his force now augmented to 15 sail
of the line, seven or eight frigates, and full 5000
men, was to possess himself of Surinam, and the other
dutch colonies in this quarter. That done, the french
admiral was to place under contribution all the
british West-India islands, enter the different road-
steds, and capture or burn the vessels lying there;
leaving in the Antilles, purposely to harass bri
tish commerce, the greater part of his corvettes,
of which as many as possible were to quit Toulon
with the expedition. He was, next, to leave 1200
men with general Ferrand at the city of Santo-
Domingo, raise the blockade of Ferrol, and, taking
out the five ships in that port, appear off Rochefort
with 20 sail of the line. Here vice-admiral Ville-
neuve would receive directions at what point he was
to join vice-admiral Ganteaume and his 30 sail of the
line,* in order to fulfil the ultimate object in view, the
descent upon England.

Napoléon, it appears, had wavered in his choice of
an admiral for the Toulon command between MM.
Bruix, Villeneuve, and Rosily. Owing to this or to
some other delay, vice-admiral Villeneuve did not
hoist his flag on board the Bucentaure until the 6th
of November, a few days anterior to which lord
Nelson had returned to his station from Agincourt
sound ; whither, since the 18th of the preceding
month, the want of wood, water, and praovisions bad
driven the british fleet. Oun the night of the 14th uf
November lord Nelson received intelligence of the
seizure of the spanish frigates, and had, in conse-
quence, a part of his attention directed to a squadron
of five or six sail of the line at anchor in Carthagena.

- On the 25th of December the Swiftsure joined

lord Nelson; and on the 3lst, in the evening, the
british fleet, owing to the absence of the Superb,
* See p. 315.
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reduced in to 10 sail of the line, besides two 1804.
frigates anngz bowb-vessel, cruised about six leagues D,
to the southward and eastward of Cape San-Sebas-
tian. The french fleet in the outer road of Toulon,
now increased to 11 sail of the line and seven or
eight frigates, had since the 12th of the month been
embarking the troops allotted for the intended expe-
dition, and was ready for a start, the moment a
fair wind and a clear offing should afford the oppor-
tunity.

Bg' the Swiftsure, or some small vessel that joined .
on the same day, lord Nelson received despatches
from the admiralty, respecting the conduct he was to
pursue towards the Spaniards. The despatches were
dated September 19, and directed him to take such
measures of precaution only, as might be necessary
for'(épposing or counteracting any hostile attempts of
the Spaniards against the british dominions or trade.
He was, however, not to suffer any act of hostility or
aggression, with the exception of detaining spanish
ships with treasure on board, to be committed by his
fleet until he received further orders, or had obtained
Eositive information from unquestionable authority of
ostilities having been committed by the Spaniards
against the English. Additional directions, dated
September 26, ordered the captains and commanders
of the Mediterranean fleet to keep a vigilant look-
out, and to detain spanish ships or vessels laden with
military stores. On November 26, lest any misap-
prehension might arise, further instructions were
sent out not to detain, in the first instance, any ship
belonging to his catholic majesty, sailing from a port
of Spain, but to require the commander to return
directly to the port whence he came ; and, only in
the event of his refusing to comply with such requi-
gition, was the admiral to detain and send the vessel
to Gibraltar or England: he was further directed not
todetainany homeward-bound spanish ship of war, un-
less she should have treasure on board, nor merchant






CUTTING OUT THE CURIEUX. 353

this stupendous rock. The mode of getting them 1804.
from the ship to an eminence so much higher than g
her mast-heads was characteristic and ingenious : a
cable was made fast by one end to the ship and by

the other to the rock, along which passed a traveller,

or running loop; to this was suspended the cannon,

or whatever else it was desirous to remove, and
which, by means of suitable tackles, was dragged

up the acclivity of the cable to the summit of the-
rock. ‘ Were you to see,” says a writer, who

was on the spot, ¢ how, along a dire, and, I had al-
most said, a perpendicular acclivity, the sailors are
hanging in clusters, hauling up a four-and-twenty
{)ouuder by hawsers, you would wonder ; they appear

ike mice hauling a little sausage: scarcely can we
hear the governor on the to o? the rock directing
them with his trumpet, tEe Centaur lying close
under it, like a cocoa-shell, to which the hawsers are
affixed.*®

One of the 24-pounders, fitted upon a circular car-
riage, commanded the landing place, and would reach
in an eastern direction nearly across the bay of Ma-
rin. Another was mounted upon the north-east side,
and the third 24 about midway up the rock. Upon
the summit, which commands an immense distance,
were mounted the two 18-pounders. As soon as these
guns were all mounted, and a sufficient quantity of

wder and shot for their use was brought from the

entaur, lieutenant James Wilkes Maurice, of that
ship, with the rank of commander, and a crew of 120
men and boys, for whom a four months’ suﬁply of
Erovisions and water had also been landed, hoisted

is pendant oz board the british “sloop of war”{
Diamond-rock.

On the evening of the 3d of February four boats, re,
containing 60 seamen and 12 marines, under the
orders of lieutenant Robert Carthew Reynolds, of the
Centaur, then at her old station off the Diamond,

* Naval Chronicle, vol. xii. p. 206.
1 So registered in the navy-lists.
vof. 1. 2a
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culty was, in a dead calm, to carry off his prize.
This he and his men at length did, by dint of towing
and sweeping ; and, although exposed to a fire of
great guns and musketry from the shore, reached
their vessel without the slightest accident. The
Rose was well found, and victualled complete for
a three months’ cruise, upon which she was just
going to sail, when the Eclair’s boat so gallantly in-
tercepted her.

On the 31st of January commodore Nathaniel
Dance, of the honourable East-India company’s ser-
vice, sailed from Canton for Europe with the follow-
ing 16 regular indiamen, all what are denominated
¢ 1200-ton ships,” the registered tonnage of most
of which exceeds 1300, and in some cases amounts
to 1500 tons:

Earl-Camden .........0000000 Nathaniel Dance,
Warley ........co00ivnvnnnn Henry Wilson,
Alfred ........ccovivevinnnnn James Farquharson,
Royel-George................ John Fam Timmins,
Coutts............oo000eueen Robert Torin,
Wexford.......ooovvvevnnnn. Wm. Stanley Clarke,
.................... William Moffat,
Exeter....... vt ereanee e Henry Meriton,
Earl-of-Abergavenny. . ........ John Wordsworth,’
Henry-Addington ............ John Kirkpatrick,
Bombay-Castle .............. Arch. Hamilton,
Cumberland ................ ‘Wm. Ward Farrer,
Hope ........cviiivvnantt, Jas. Pendergrass,
Dorsetshire. ................. Rob. Hunter Brown,
Warren-Hastings ............ Thotmnas Larkins,
Ocean.......coov0nnenennn Jno. Christ. Lochner,

also 11 country-ships, one Botany-bay and one por-
tuguese ship, and a fast-sailing armed brig, the
Ganges, in the company’s service ; total, 39 ships
and one brif.

On the 14th of February, at 8 a. M., Pulo-Auro in
sight and bearing west-south-west, the Royal-George
‘made the signal for seeing four strange sail in the
south-west. Commodore Dance immediately sig-
nalled the Alfred, Royal-George, Bombay-Castle,
and Hope, to go down and examine the strangers :

1804.
)

Jan.

Feb.
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rear, while the remainder of the fleet, crowding sail 1804.
and bearing up, evinced an intention to surround ‘R
us.®* By this manceuvre the enemy would have ren-
dered my situation very dangerous. The superiority
of his force was ascertained, and I had no longer to
deliberate upon the part I should take to avoid the
consequences of an unequal engagement: profiting
by the smoke, I hauled up to port, and steering east-
north-east, I increased my distance from the enemy,
who continued the pursuit of the squadron for three
hours, discharging at it several ineffective broad-
sides.”’}

The Royal-George had one man killed and one
wounded, and received several shot in the hull, and
more in her sails; comparatively trifling casualties,
considering that she bore the brunt of the action,
and was so long engaged. Few shot touched either
the Ganges or the Earl-Camden ; and no other loss
or damage appears to have been sustained by the
British during this three quarters of an hour’s partial
cannonade. The fire o(} the Royal-George, and
the three or four ships in her wake, being chiefly
directed at the rigging of the french ships, did not,
according to M. Linois, injure a person on board of
them.

Wi ith respect to the armament of the 16 indiamen
thus drawn up in line-of-battle, they carried from
30 to 36 guns each ; but the strongest of them was
not a match for the Sémillante, and some of them
would have found it difficult to avoid yielding to the
Berceau. Some of the ships carried upon the main-
deck 26 medium 18-pounders, or ‘ cannonades,”
weighing about 28 cwt. and of very little use : guns
of tﬁisl:ﬁascription, indeed, have long since been ex-
ploded. Ten 18-pounder carronades on the quar-
terdeck made up the 36 guns. Others of the ships,

* We do not understand what is meant by this, and yet the
account clearly so states, thus: ‘ Trois de ceux qui avaient des
premiers pris part A 'action, manceuvraient pour nous doubler 2
Yarritre, tandis que le reste de la flotte, se couvrant de voile, et
laissant arriver, annoncait le projet de nous envelopper.”

4+ See Appendix, No. 28,
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well merited, received from his late majesty the ho- 1804.
nour of knighthood. Among the sums of money 75,
voted to sir Nathaniel were 5000/ by the Bombay
Insurance Society; and the answer of thanks re-
turned by the commodore contains the following
passage: “ Placed, by the adventitious circumstances
of seniority of service and absence of convoy, in
the chief command of the fleet intrusted to my care,
it has been my good fortune to have been enabled,
by the firmness of those by whom I was supported,;
to perform my trust not only with fidelity, but with-
out loss to my employers. Public opinion and public
rewards have already far outrun my deserts ; and I
cannot but be sensible that the liberal spirit of my
generous countrymen has measured what they are
pleased to term their grateful sense of my conduct,
rather by the particular utility of the exploit, than
by any individual merit I can claim.” Here is an
instance of modesty and candour, as exemplary as it
is rare ; and which sheds an additional lustre upon
the character of sir Nathaniel Dance.

On the 19th of February the british 14-gun brig- Lieut.
sloop Drake, under the temporary command of Cump-
lieutenant William King of the Centaur, while Trinit.
cruising off the port of Trinité on the north side of
the island of Martinique, discovered in the harbour,
taking in cargoes in defiance of the blockade, two
american brigs and a schooner, moored within pistol-
shot of a fort mounting three french 24-pounders.
Being determined to make an attempt to cut out these
vessels, lieutenant King despatched the boats of
the Drake, under the orders of lieutenant William

our defenders by sea and land, it is expedient to raise by the pa-
triotism of the community at large, a suitable fund for their com-
fort and relief—for the purpose of assuaging the anguish of their
wounds, or palliating in some degree the more weighty misfortune
of the loss of limbs—of ulleviating the distresses of the widow
and orphan—of smoothing the brow of sorrow for the fall of
dearest relatives, the props of unhappy indigence or helpless age—
and of granting pecuniary rewards, or honourable badges of dis-
tinction, for successful exertions of valour or merit,”
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O’Brien, observed a french privateer-schooner, on 1804.
account of inability to work up to St.-Pierre’s, run braary
in and anchor close under a battery at Seron, just
within the Pearl rock at the western extremity of
Martinique. As the frigate herself, being consider-

ably to-leeward, was unable to reach the spot in
time, captain O’Brien despatched the armed sloop
Fort-Diamond, with lieutenant Thomas Forrest and

30 volunteers, to attempt the service; and, in order

to take off the attention of the battery from the
movements of the sloop, he sent in a different direc-

tion the frigate’s boats, joined by two from the 44-

gun ship Pandour, which had just hove in sight.

Having reached the anchorage, lieutenant Forrest Cap-
dashed in, and laid the french schooner on board ; Y
the crew of which, amounting to about 60 whites sam-
and blacks, after discharging her broadside and "%
a volley of musketry, fled over the side to the
shore. By the force with which the Fort-Diamond
struck the schooner, the chaiu, by which the latter
had fastened herself to the shore, was broke, and
about 20 feet of it remained hanging at her bows.
The prize proved to be the privateer Mosambique,
armed with ten 18-pounder carronades, commanded
by captain Vallentes, and fitted for a three months’
cruise. This very gallant exploit was performed
with so trifling a loss, as one master’s mate (Mr.
Hall) and one seaman wounded.

On the 14th of March, in the morning, the british Drake
brig-sloop Drake, still commanded by lieutenant Thnde-
‘William King, cruising off Englishman’s Head, island lovpe.
of Gaudeloupe, fell in with a french privateer-
schooner, .and a' large ship in company apparently
her prize, but was unable to overtake either until
the ship ran herself on shore near the batteries at
the Hayes. The Drake now endeavoured to cut off
the schooner; but, having had her main topmast shot
away and her rigging much damaged, was unable
to effect her object. About this time another ship
" hove in sight in the offing, and appeared to be
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river. At 10 p. m., therefore, captain: Morris de- 1804.
spatched the jollyboat, under the command of lieu- \ 05’
tenant Charles Williams, with directions to endea-
“vour to destroy the grounded schooner; a service
which was executed in the ablest manner beforg.
1 a. M. on the 25th, and that without any loss on the
part of the British.

On the 23d of March the british 18-gun ship-sloop Osprey
Osprey, captain George Younghusband, cruising on 3¢
the Windward-island station, discovered in the tieane.
south-west quarter, and immediately chased, the
french frigate-built privateer Egygtienne, of 36 guns,
captain Placiard, with three merchant ships under her
convoy. As soon as the Osprey had arrived within
hail, the Egyptienne hoisted her colours, and fired
her broadside. This was instantly returned, and the
two ships continued in close action for ene hour and
20 minutes; at the end of which time the Egyptienne
ceased firing, and began to make off, and Ker con-
voy to separate on different courses. To the regret
of the british officers and crew, it was soon found
that the french ship, even with her topsails on the
cap, outsailed their vessel. The Osprey, however,
continued the chase until the Egyptienne disap-

- peared in the dark.

The force of the Osprey consisted of 16 carron-
ades, 32-pounders, with a complement of 120 men
and boys: that of the Egyptienne was 36 guns,
french 12 and 6 pounders, with a crew on board of
248 men. The one ship measured 386,* and the
other, which was formerry the national frigate Rail-
leuse,} since given or sold to some merchants at
Bordeaux, 857 tons. The Osprey sustained a loss
of one man killed and 16 wounded, and was a good
‘deal damaged in her sails and rigging. The loss
on board tl%e Egyptienne, as afterwards ascertained,
amounted, out of a crew of 248 men and boys, to
eight men killed and 19 wounded; and the ship her-

#* See vol. ii. p. 567, note Y*,

T See vol. i p. 543,
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culty in persuading the merchants of Bordeaux 1804,
again to place him in the command of one of their march.
privateers.

Being 30 years old and much broken in her sheer,
the Egyptienne was purchased into the british ser-
vice merely as a prison-ship. Her name was changed
to Antigua; and she was stationed at English har-
bour in the island of that name.

On the 24th of March the british ship-sloop Wol- Wol-
verine, of 13 guns* captain Henry Gordon, being zna
in latitade 48° 15’ north, and longitude 23° 15’ west, Blonde.
on her way to Newfoundland with eight merchant
vessels under her protection, discovered to the east-
ward, which was directly to-windward, two large
sail bearing down for the convoy. At2h.30 m.p.m.
the strangers were made out to be vessels of force,
and soon afterwards to be enemies. Finding it to
be their intention to cut off the rear of the convoy,
the Wolverine tacked; and, as she stood on between
the latter and them, signalled the merchantmen to
make the best of their way into port.

At 4 p. M,, having arrived within half gun-shot of
the larger vessel, which was the french frigate-pri-
vateer Blonde, of 30 guns, including 24 long 8-pound-
ers on the main deck, captain ﬁregnaudeau, the
Wolverine hove to on the starboard tack ; where-
upon the Blonde hauled her wind, and, after firing
her broadside, wore, with the intention of raking the
Wolverine. To frustrate this manceuvre, and to
maintain her leeward position, which, on account of
the extreme lowness of her ports, and the conse-
quent necessity of using her weather battery, was
most advantageous to her, the Wolverine, before
she discharged a gun, wore also. The Blonde then
hove to on the Wolverine’s larboard beam, within
pistol-shot distance, and commenced a heavy and
well-directed fire with great guns and small arms ;
which was returned by the british vessel with

* For the extraordinary manner in which this sloop was fitted
see vol. ii. p, 457, 952
B
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manned, and worse fought than she was, captain 1804
Gordon and his first lieutenant would have been pro- yaren.
moted for their gallantry, and the conduct of all on
board the Wolverine been held up as an example
of the devotedness of british seamen, in upholding
the honour of their flag, and in protecting the com-
mercial interests of their country. But, as it was
a privateer, a * paltry privateer,” in the words of
the Annual Register, which had captured the king’s
ship, the action of the Wolverine and Blonde was con-
sidered to be discreditable to the former, and there-
fore not worthy to be recorded iu the annals of the
british navy. To make success the sole criterion of
merit is as unjust, as it is discouraging: where,
then, is the stimulus to persevere in an almost hope-
less, or even in a barely doubtful cause; and what
more can a seaman do, than stand to his gun until
his vessel sinks under him ?

This is as the account stands in our first edition;
and, although not a line of the details here given
is to -be found in any other publication, we may
usefully add the following from the work of a con-
temporary, published since; and to whom, we be-
lieve, that information on the subject was granted
which was refused to us. “ Captain Gordon, though
many years a prisoner, was promoted to the rank of
ﬁost-captain, and, on his return to England, most

onourably acquitted by the sentence of a court-
martial.”* The admiralty list informs us, that cap-
tain Gordon was made post on the 8th of April,
1805: it was this lapse olP nearly 13 months, and our
unacquaintance, for the reason already stated, with
the requested particulars of his case, which occa-
sioned us to suppose that captain Gordon had not
been rewarded in the manner he deserved.

On the 26th of March the british 36-gun frigate Apollo.
Apollo, captain John William Taylor Dixon, and

* Brenton, vol. iii. p. 391. The complement of the Blonde is
here reduced to ¢ 180 men” ; but, in confirmation of the accuracy
of our account, we may state, that the ship was captured by the
British a few months afterwards with 240 men on board.












LOSS OF THE APOLLO. 377

ther, myself and many more chewed lead, from 1804.
which we conceived we found considerable relief,‘;'j,"ﬁ',‘_‘
by reason of its drawing the saliva, which we swal-
lowed. In less than an hour after the ship first struck
the ground, all the provisions were under water,
and the ship a wreck, so that it was impossible to
procure any part. After the most painful night that
- 1t is possible to conceive, on daylight appearing, we
observed lieutenant Harvey and Mr. Callam again
endeavouring to launch the boat. Several attempts
were made without success, a number of men be- .
belonging to the merchant ships being much bruised
and hurt 1n assisting ; alternate hopes and fears now
pervaded our wretched minds; fifteen men got safe
on shore this morning, on pieces of the wreck.—
About three in the afternoon of Wednesday the 4th,
we had the inexpressible happiness of seeing the
boat launched through the surf, by the indefati-
gable exertion of the above officers, assisted by the
masters of the merchant ships, with a number of
ortuguese peasants, who were encouraged by Mr.
hitney, the british consul from Figuiera. All
the crew then remaining on the wreck were brought
safe on shore, praising God for a haEpy deliverance
from a shipwreck which has never had its parallel.
As soon as I stept out of the boat, I found several
persons whose humanity prompted them to offer me
sustenance, though improperly, in spirits, which I
avoided as much as possible. Our weak state may
be conceived, when it is considered that we received
no nourishment from Sunday to Wednesday after-
noon, and continually exposed to the fury of the
watery elements. After eating and drinking a little,
I found myself weaker than before, occasioned, I
apprehend, from having been so long without either.
Some men died soon after getting on shore, from
imprudently drinking too large a quanti? of spirits.
AIY the crew were in a very weak and exhausted
state, the greater part being badly bruised and
wounded. About 40 sail of merchant ships were
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had her boarding-nettings traced wp, and was fully 1804.
prepared to reslilgt‘-:lhe attack.. Captain Hardinge was rard
the first man that leaped on board. His boat was
promptly supported by the others ; and such was the
impetuosity of the assault, that many of the Dutch-
men quitted their quarters and ran below, ¢ leaving
to us,” says captain Hardinge in a private letter,
“ the painful duty of combating those whom we re-
spected the most.” These, the remainder of a crew
on board of 76, after a short but severe conflict, in
which they had their commander and three seamen
killed, their first lieutenant, two other officers, and
eight seamen badly wounded, were overpowered.
The British then set about securing the hatches,
which the party below, headed by a lieutenant, re-
atedly attempted to force. The dutch officer,

owever, receiving a desperate wound, his men re-
laxed their efforts, and at length surrendered. Of
the five boats employed, those of the Scorpion only
sustained anyloss; and that was comparatively trifling,
amounting to only one lieutenant, (Buckland Stirlin
Bluett,) the sloop’s master, (Woodward Williams,
one midshipman, (Edmund Jones,) and two seamen
wounded.

The above private letter from captain Hardinge
contains some interesting particulars, not less illustra-
tive of the writer’s gallantry than of his goodness of
heart. ‘¢ The decks,” he says, “ were slippery in
consequence of rain; so that, gra¥pling with my first
opponent, a mate of the watch, I fell, but recovering
my position, fought him upon equal terms, and killed
him, I then engaged the captain, as brave a man
as any service ever boasted: he had almost killed
one of my seamen. To my shame be it spoken,
he disarmed me, and was on the point of killing me,
when a seaman of mine,” as captain H. thought at
the time, but it was Mr. Williams, the master of the
Scorpion, “ came up, rescued me at the peril of
bis own life, and enabled me to recover my sword.
At this time all the men were come from the boats,
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The following postcript to the private letter re- 1804.

ferred to at a previous page affords a fine specimen yrq,
of a british officer’s magnanimity: “ In two days after
the captain’s death,” says captain Hardinge, “ he
was buried with all the naval honours in my power to
bestow upon him. During the ceremony of his in-
terment the english colours disappeared, and the
dutch were hoisted in their place. All the dutch
prisoners were liberated ; one of them delivered an
éloge upon the hero they had lost, and we fired three
vollies over him as he descended into the deep.”
To give to this affair, so honourable to those en-
gaged in it, the proper finish, rear-admiral Thorn-
borough sent a flag of truce to the batavian admiral
Killkert inside, with the late captain Carp’s servant,
and the effects of the deceased, in order that they
might be delivered to his relations.

n the 3d of April the british hired cutter Swift, apri.
of 77 tons, eight 4-pounders, and 23 men and boys, guin
commanded by lieutenant William Martin Leake, and
was fallen in with, engaged, boarded, and after a pr..
stout struggle, and the loss of her commander and
many others of her small crew carried, by the french
xebec-privateer Espérance, of 150 tons, 10 guns,
(represented, by the ship that afterwards captured
her, as ¢ 24 and 12 pounders,” probably carronades,)
and a crew of men, commanded by captain
Escoffier. The Swift, it appears, was carrying de-
spatches to vice-admiral lord Nelson off Toulon;
but which, we rather think, (for very few, if any par-
ticulars have been published,) were thrown over-
board previously to the cutter’s capture. It does
certainl‘;v seem strange that, in a navy such as that
of England, despatches to a commander in chief, upon
an important foreign station, should be forwarded by
a vessel not equal in force to a frigate’s launch, when
armed with her carronade and proper complement
of men.

_ On the 9th of April, at daylight, in latitude 7° 44’
.north, and longitude 84° 30’ east, the british armed en
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allow her opponent to come up had previously 1804
shortened 'sa'i,}: hove to. At 9r. g the Vgilhelminz :;.'-'u'.'
filled, and, lowering her topgallantsails and driver,
continued under easy sail, discovering the Psyché at
intervals through the flashes of lightning, which
were exiremely vivid.

On the 11th, at 3 h. 30 m. A. M., a heavy squall
from the north-north-west obliged the Wilhelmina
to hand her topgallantsails and lower her topsails,
and for the present shut out the Psyché from her
view. At daylight, however, the latter reappeared,
still in the north-east; and the british frigate imme-
diately tacked, and, with colours flying, stood toward
her. The gallantry of this step will be better ap-
preciated when it is known, that the Wilhelmina
mounted only 14 long 9-pounders, and one 12-
pounder carronade fitted upon trucks and used as a
shifting gun, on her main deck, and four long 9-
ﬁ)unders (which had been left by the Victorious at

adras) and two sixes on her quarterdeck and fore-
castle, with a complement of 134 men and boys, 10
of the men received out of the 50-gun ship Grampus
to work the four extra nines ;* whereas tge Psyché,

. formerly a french national frigate, of the class and
size of the Railleuse, or Egyptienne as subsequently
named, mounted 24 long french 12-pounders on the

! main deck, and 10 (english, we believe) 18-pounder

' carronades and two french sixes on the quarterdeck

! and forecastle, with a crew of 250 men and boys.

} At 5h. 30m. a. M., being on the larboard tack,

! with the wind still from tbe north-north-west, but

€ » Aletterfrom captain Lambert to vice-admiral Rainier, giving

£ & short account of this action, and copied into all the London
papers, contains, in the manner of a postscript, the following
paragraph : ““N. B. His majesty’s ship Wilhelmina carries eighteen
{ 6-pounders and 100 men.” It is pl:obnble that this “ N. B.” was
added by the copyist or first publisher, and not by the writer,
of the letter; for the account in the text is not only taken from
g ome of the officers who was present in the action, but, with the

d exception of the four supernumerary guns, agrees with the navy-

¥ ::ieo establishment upon all frigate-flites of the Wilhelmina's
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the combatants frequently changed positions, the 1804.
details of it will be better understood by a reference ;1
to the following diagram :
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1N calculated, indeed, was the Wilhelmina for a
chase, either from or towards an enemy. Her main
topmast was down ; her bowsprit wounded in two,
and her foremast in 10 places; her fore and main
yards, and her main and mizen masts were also
wounded, and her lower rigging and all her boats
more or less damaged. Her aftermost forecastle
bits were shot away, and her hull was pierced with
shot in several places. A captain Wright, of the
india-service, was on board the Psyché during the
engagement, and suhsequently mentioned, that the
Wilhelmina’s shot, comparatively small as they
were, had reduced the privateer to nearly a sinking
state ; the latter, at the close of the action, having
seven feet water in her hold, a circumstance that
sufficiently explains the manner of its termination.

Of her 134 men and boys, the Wilhelmina had
her boatswain and three seamen mortally, and six
seamen slightly wounded. It may here be remarked,
that the additional height given to the trucks of the
- Wilhelmina’s maindeck carriages, to suit them to
ports constructed for 12-pounders, was found to in-
crease the facility of working the nines; a circum-
‘stance which occasioned her inferiority in number of

YOL. Il 2¢






. WILHELMINA AND PsYCRHE. 387

force, have ultimately compelled the Wilhelmina to 3_934_)

surrender.

After quitting the latter, the Pysché proceeded,
with all haste, pumping day and night, to the Isle of
France. There she arrived in almost a sinkin
state; and, judging from the storm of shot witﬁ
which their late opponent had assailed them, her
officers publicly declared that the Pysché had
“ beaten-off” (a very commodious, and therefore a
ver¥ frequent expression in all similar casesg an
english *44-gun frigate.” As soon as she had re-
Kmred the most important of her damages, the Wil-

elmina pursued her route to the road of Madras,
where she safely arrived; and, as an additional
%mf of the discomfited stale of the Psyché, the

illiam-Petrie, whose cargo was valued at 40000/
sterling, although not wholly out of sight at the com-
mencement of the action, also arrived in safety at
Trincomalé.

Captain Lambert’s gallantry was rewarded, as it
well merited, by immediate promotion to post-rank ;
and he was appointed to the command of the 12-
pounder 32-gun frigate Terpsichore, one of the bri-

April,

tish cruisers upon the eastern station. In so credit-

able an action we are pleased in being able to state,
that the two lieutenants of the Wilhelmina were
George Tippet and George Phillimore, and her
master Thomas Curtis.

From the details already given, it is evident that
the character of this action mainly depends upon the
actual, in contradistinction to the nominal, force of
the combatants. For instance, call the Wilhelmina
a british 12-pounder 32-gun frigate, or a frigate  of
32 guns,” and you arm her, according to the admi-
ralty-order fixing her establishment, with 38 guns,
including six 24-pounder carronades, and with a
crew of 515 men and boys. Call the Pysché even “ a
large,” ora “frigate-built” privateer, and you will
scarcely raise her, in the reader’s estimation, above
the Bellone, beaten off by the Milbrook, or the

2¢2
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tigua, in latitude 18° north, and longitude 58° west, 1804
with the wind at east and her head to the north- Tom.
ward, observed in the north-east a brig, which af- Buona-
terwards proved to be the french privateer Buona- P
parte, captain Paimpéni, of 18 long 8-pounders and
146 men. . The peculiar construction of the Hippo-
menes, a dutch-built corvette, had been taken advan-
tage of in so disguising her appearance, that the
rivateer, believing the ship to be an african trader,
ore down, under english colours, to take possession
of her. At 1h. 30 m. p. m. the Buonaparte shortened
sail, and the Hippomenes hauled close to the wind
to expedite the meeting. At 1h.50m. p.m. the
Hippomenes opened her fire at the privateer, who
has now changed her colours to french. The latter
instantly returned the fire, and a spirited action en-
sued. In the course of 10 or 12 minutes the Buo-
naparte ranged up on the weather quarter of the
Hippomenes, and in a little time, becomir:]g unma-
nageable, fell on board her opponent, dropping
stem-on a little abaft the latter’s fore chains. The
guns of the Hippoinenes, particularly two carronades
on the upper deck, a dutch 24-pounder and an
english 12, in a very few minutes did serious mis-
chief to the Buonaparte; while the latter, from her
tops, threw stink-pots upon the decks of the former,
thereby setting her on fire abaft.

It was at this crisis that, having to prevent the
privateer’s escape caused her bowsprit to be lashed
"to his ship’s mainmast, captain Mackenzie called to
his crew to follow him in boarding, and secure the
victory. He then, followed by his officers, and, as
he thougkt, by at least 50 or 60 of his men, rushed
upon the Buonaparte’s forecastle. The onset was
encouraging ; for the brig’s crew, with scarcely a
show of resistance, retreated abaft the mainmast.
Here the privateer’s men rallied; and well they
might -rally, for they now saw what a mere handful
of enemies stood upon their deck. The fact is, no
more men had followed captain Mackenzie and bhis
officers, than made a total of 18 British ; opposed
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boarding the privateer, and who suffered so heavily 1804.
owing to the pusillanimity of their shipmates, were jug,.
pressed men. Had the dastards but shown them-
selves on the brig’s forecastle, the colours, in all
robability, would bave been hauled down; for it is

own that, before the boarding commenced, the

rivateer had lost five men killed and 15 wounded,

esides being considerably damaged in masts, rig-
ging, and hull. It was on this account that the

uonaparte felt no inclination to renew the combat ;
and, in the disabled state of the sloop of war’s rig-
ging, this truly fortunate privateer soon effected her
escape.

Itis very common for the captain of a ship, when
writing the account of any capture unexpectedly
made without a contest, to anticipate the prowess
that would have been displayed by his men, had the
enemy possessed strength or courage enough to put
it to the test. Not quite three months before the
affair of the Buonaparte, the Hippomenes, it will be
recollected, had the singular good fortune to capture,
almost without a blow, a french privateer of 36 guns.
Captain Shipley, who then commanded the Hippo-
menes, wrote thus in his official letter: <1 feel much
pleasure in saying, the officers and men behaved
with that coolness and intrepidity inherent in Eng-
lishmen ; and, bad the enemy allowed them a trial
alongside, I am convinced her superior force would
not have availed them much.” The officers of the
Hippomenes afterwards proved how well they had
merited their captain’s eulogium; but as to the
men—of them, Eowever, enough has been said.
Captain Paimpéni himself must have despised the
wretches, to whose faint-heartedness he owed the
preservation of his ship; while the mangled bodies
of their late comrades, still reeking upon his deck,
must have taught him to discriminate between the
counterfeit and the genuine british seaman.

On the 11th of July, at 10 p. M., three boats of* Jnly.
the british 18-pounder 32-gun frigate Narcissus, Do
captain Ross Donnelly, three of the 38-gun frigate cissus,
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Charente, of 20 long 6-pounders, four swivels, and 1804;
104 men, commanded by lieutenant Joseph Samson, \];i,':
and the Joie, of eight “ 12-pounders,” (if not car-
ronades, more likely 8-pounders,) two swivels, and

75 men, commanded by lieutenant Benjamin Gado-
bert; both vessels from Rochefort, but last from

the Gironde, bound to Bayomne, the brig laden with
cannon and ordnance stores.

At 5 p. m. the Aigle closed with the french ship
and brig; and, from their not having altered their
course, and their now exchanging signals and short-
ening sail, captain Wolfe expected that they meant
to engage. To the surprise, however, of the British,
the Charente and Joie, after firing their starboard
broadsides without effect, ran upon the strand about
10 leagues to the southward of Cordouan, and within
a stone’s throw of each other. The french crews
then took to the boats; but, these becoming swamped
in the surf, many of the men were drowned. The
Aigle immediately anchored about a mile from the
beach, for the purpose of endeavouring to get the
two vessels afloat; but the immense surf thrown up
in consequence of a recent westerly gale rendered
fruitless every effort, although persevered in for a
whole night and part of the next day. Captain Wolfe
was therefore obliged to destroy the french ship and
brig; a service which was effectually executed,
under the personal directions of Mr. Furlonger the
master, and Mr. Steel the gunner.

On the 16th of July, at 2h. 30m. A.m., Cape Roman Lilly
in the United States of America in sight, the french Dame-
ship-rigged privateer Dame-Ambert, captain Charles Amb*

rque, gepresented as a reduced officer of the
french navy,)saw and chased a ship to-leeward. The
latter, which was the british 14-gun shi -sloop Lilly,
captain William Compton, being equalry desirous of
a meeting, the two ships by 9h. 30 m. a. M. were
near enough for the Dame-Ambert to open her fire.
The british ship, however, was compelled to wait
wntil her paltry 12-pounder carronades (not equal in
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she had been a gun-brig, she would bave been one 1804
of the least effective in the service. They all carry ..
carronades of an 18-pounder caliber: hers were
12-pounders, and those of the old construction, short
sndPgadly formed, the derision of the merest tyro in
naval gunnery. Unfortunately, owing to the mor-
tality among the british officers, and the stigma that
attaches to the capture of a king’s ship by a priva-
teer, no account of this action has been published,
except in the french papers. It is onlly] to call things

by their right names, and that which seems a dis-
grace becomes, in reality, an honour. A defeat like

the Lilly’s is more creditable than many a puffed-up
victory, for which chaplets have been worn and
rewards bestowed. The fact of her having been

a sloop of war was not lost upon the captors; and

‘¢ une corvette de P’état” occurs in more than one
place in the french account of the action. The prize
was afterwards fitted out as a privateer, and named,
after the governor of Gaudeloupe, Général-Ernouf.

On the 31st of July, at daybreak, the british 18- Tartar
pounder 32-gun frigate Tartar, captain Keith Max- Hios
well, standing in to-leeward of the island of Saona, delle.
‘West Indies, discovered from her mast-head a sma
sail, to which she immediately gave chase; keeping
as close as possible to-leeward of the island, in order
to prevent the latter’s escape that way, and compel
her to make the attempt through the passage Ee-
tween Saona and St.-Domingo, a very narrow and
intricate channel even for small vessels. At about
7 A. u. the chase was made out to be a schooner, full
of men, using her sweeps to escape through the
before-mentioned channel. By carrying all possible
sail, the Tartar, at 8 a. m., got within range of shot ;
but, owing to the short tacks she was obliged to
make, could use her gunms to very little purpose
without losing ground in the chase. The schooner,
therefore, which was the french privateer Hiron-
delle, captain La Place, of 10 long 4-pounders and
60 men, notwithstanding that several of the frigate’s
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Saintes, to repair and refit as a french privateer. At 1804.
6 b. 30 m. p.'s., observilll& the Lilly at anchor in the ‘A,
road near the Anse a Mire, the Galatea hove to,
hoisted out her boats, and sent them, in the evening,
manned and armed, to execute the service. The
boats returned soon after daylight on the 13th,
without having been able to discover the Lilly ; but
the Lilly, and all who were interested in defending
her, had discovered them, and were making suitable
preparations to resist an attack, should one again be
attempted. An officer and 30 soldiers were added
to the Lilly’s crew, and a privateer schooner, which
happened to be in port, was moored athwart the
hawse of the ship, in such a manner as completely
to enfilade the assailants in their approach. So con-
fident were the French in the means they had taken
to repulse the British, that the commanding officer
on shore gave orders to the different outposts, and
to those in comméand at the batteries, not to fire or
do any thing to excite a suspicion that they were
aware of the enemy’s a proacﬁ.

Having hoisted in her boats, the Galatea, who
had dropped to-leeward during the night, made sail
and beat up, to reconnoitre more fully the position
of the Lilry. On nearing the road, the Galatea
discovered the french privateer schooner lying close
to the ship; and, as a proof that there were batteries
to protect both ship and schooner, the frigate was
repeatedly fired at with shot and shells, some of the
latter bursting at no great distance. The Galatea
continued turning to-windward until about 10 p. m.,
by which time she had nearly weathered the Saintes.

aving hove to, the frigate hoisted out four boats,
embarked in them about 90 officers and men, armed
the launch with an 18-pounder carronade, and then
towed the boats within three miles north-west of the
citadel. Casting themselves off, the four boats,
under the command of lieutenant Charles Hayman,
first of the Galatea, assisted by several other officers,
Jucluding lieutenant Robert Hall, of the marines,
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midshipman ; and among the wounded were several 1804.
officers, including lieutenant Hall of the marines,“;};"
who lost an arm and was made prisoner. The
number of killed and wounded together, as reported
on the return of the boats, was 44, including lieu-
tenants Hayman and Hall, but not, as it would ap-
ar, the seven killed and 14 wounded out of the
seamen and marines belonging to the barge.
The addition of these makes the loss of the Galatea,
in attempting to cut out the Lilly, 6b in killed and
wounded : whereas the French acknowledge a loss
of only four men killed ; and, although they do not
enumerate the wounded, name, as among them, cap-
tain Lapointe, commanding the Général-Ernouf, and
lieutenant Mouret, commanding the detachmeunt of
troops putonboard by the commandant of the garrison.
Tge object of the service, upon which the Galatea’s
boats had been despatched on the evening of the
12th, was laudable; inasmuch as it was not only to
recapture a ship that had belonged to the british
navy, but to cut short the cruise of a privateer
like{y to do a serious injury to british commerce.
Nor was the number of men sent, admitting it to
have been each time the same, inade(}uate appa-
rently to the purpose in view, that of surprising
(for there lay tlfe gist of the enterprise) and captur-
ing the Lilly at her anchors in the road. The boats
returned without finding the vessel. Having hoisted
them in, the Galatea should have made sail from,
not towards, the spot where the privateer lay. In-
stead of this, the frigate hovered off the port all the
day, observed a second srivateer moored along with
the first, witnessed, and, the French say, felt, the
strength of the batteries that protected hoth pri-
vateers ; and yet, in the evening, captain Heathcote,
a second time, sends his boats to pass, and, having
accomplished or failed in their main object, to re-
pass, those batteries; batteries, the fire from which
the Galatea herself, much less her boats, would
have been unable to withstand.
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in their object, so nobly maintained the character of 1804.
british seamen. ' ooy

On the 17th of August, in latitude 49° 30 north, c
longitude 12’ 20" west, the british 38-gun frigate ture of
Loire, captain Frederick Lewis Maitland, fell in Blonde:
with the french ship privateer Blonde, of Bordeaux,
mounting 30 guns, 8-pounders on the main deck,
with a crew of 240 men; the same ship that, about
five months previous, captured the Wolverine.
After a 20 hours’ chase, incfuding a running fight of
a quarter of an hour, during which the Loire had
one midshipman (Ross Comnor) and five men
wounded, and the Blonde two men killed and five
wounded, the latter hauled down her colours.

On the 15th of September, at 6 a.u., the british Sept.
50-gun ship Centurion, commanded by lieutenant centu-
James Robert Phillips, in the absence of captain 72}
James Lind upon service on shore, (and who was also Maren-
acting in the absence of the ship’s proper com- go and
manding officer, captain John Sprat Rainier, dan- sorts.
gerously ill,) while at anchor in \gizagapatam road,
waiting until two indiamen were loaded and ready to
return with her to Madras, perceived under the land
in the south-west, at a distance of about 12 miles,
three ships coming down before the wind, with all sail
set. At 9h. 30m. . m. the strangers were made out
to be a line-of-battle ship and two frigates, the for-
mer with a flag at her mizen topgallantmast-head.

At 9h. 45m. the french ships steered directly in for
the road, two without any colours, and the third, the
outermost frigate, with a St.-George’s ensign. The
Centurion immediately opened a fire at the head-
most frigate, to induce her to show her colours. Soon
afterwards the 74 made signals, which were answered
by the frigates. This at once pointed out that the
ships were enemies, and a signal to that effect was
made by the Centurion to the two indiamen in com-
pany, followed by another, directing them to put
mto a port in view. The Barnaby promptly an-
VOL. 111, 2p
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had, the day previous, when off Masulipatam, received 1804.
information from some country-boats, that the british oy
frigate Wilhelmina had recently sailed from that
road, with an indiaman in company,bound to Viza-
ﬁ:satam. It so happened that vice-admiral Rainier
substituted the Centurion for the Wilhelmina ;
a difference which the french admiral, to his cost,
very soon discovered.

At a few minutes past 10 a. m. the Atalante, which
was the headmost ship of the three, was distant
from the Centurion about half a mile, and all three
ships now hoisted french colours. The Centurion
immediately cut her cable, and sheeted home her
topsails, *which had been previously unfurled. This
brought her broadside to bear ; and the whole of it
was immediately poured into the Atalaute, then with-
in the distance of 200 yards: at this time the Marengo
and Sémillante were ranging up on the larboard

uarter of the Centurion. At 10h. 10m. a. M. the
arengo and Sémillante opened their fire, which the
Centurion returned. After the action had continued
about a quarter of an hour, ‘the Centurion’s colours
were shot away, asalsowere those of the Marengo ; but
both ensigns were promptly replaced. At 10h.45m.
A. M. the 74, whose rigging appeared much damaged,
hauled her wind and stood out, followed by the fri-
tes. A battery of three guns at the town, under
the command of colonel Campbell of the 74th regi-
ment, had cooperated with the Centurion in resisting
the unequal attack.

Abandoned for the present,the Centurioncontinued
to stand in-shore, and, in passing, hailed the Princess-
Charlotte, and desired her to cut her cable, but with-
out effect. About this time captain Lind joined his
. ship; and, finding her rigging and sails too much
cut to admit of her being worked to advantage,
anchored at the back of the surf, about a mile and
a half to the north-east of the town, in six fathoms’
water. Here the Centurion, now too distant to
be supported by the b2atte§y at the town, prepared

D
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Marengo until the latter was out of gun-shot. By 1804.
4 r.m. the Centurion was again ready for action; but ";;;I,J
the french squadron still pursued its course off-shore,
and at sunset was standing before the wind to the
north-east.

The principal damages of the Centurion have
already been enumerated. Her loss was by no
means commensurate : it amounted to only one man
mortallx, and nine slightly wounded. The Marengo
suffered a good deal in her masts, yards, and rigging;
and one shot carried away her fore-cap. Her loss
amounted to two seamen killed, and one enseigne de
vaisseau badly wounded. The Atalante had also two
men killed, besides six wounded,one of them mortally.
The Sémillante, thanks to the forbearance of the
Princess-Charlotte, had no casualty to complain of.

It is difficult to understand what it was that in-
duced M. Linois to abandon an enterprise of such
apparent ease, as the capture or destruction of a
50-gun ship by a 74 and two frigafes. The rear-
admiral’s official letter, as published in the Moniteur,
is a very lame performance. Such excuses as, the
shoalness of the water, the great force of the bat-
tery on shore, the « extraordinary” armament of the
Centurion, the distance from a port in which he could
refit, and the rumour that two english line-of-battle
ships had been seen or heard of in the neighbour-
hood, could only have suggested themselves to one
who felt a little ashamed at the want of energy he
had displayed. The Centurion, for instance, could
not have drawn less water than a french frigate of
the class of those with the Marengo; and the two
frigates, mounting between them upwards of 80

uns, and manned by at least 600 men, might have
ﬁzid the Centurion on hoard, or compelled her to run
on shore. “ La premiére batterie du fort,” gravely
says the french account, “ n’est que de 8 canons de 32
ou24. Onignorele nombre de la seconde,4piéces de
campagne avaient été transportées par les troupes sur
lerivage.” .The latter were so,and were 12-pounders;
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France and Spain, it may suffice to state that, to- 1804.
wards the latter end of the summer of 1804, them
british government received intelligence, through
the officer, rear-admiral the honourable Alexander
Cochrane, in command of the squadron stationed off
Ferrol, that an armament was fitting out in that port;
that a considerable spanish force was already col-
lected there; and that french troops were then on
their march thither, and near at hand. It is true
that all this was afterwards disproved by the spanish
government ; but such proof could have no retro-
active effect. Immediately on the receipt of rear-
admiral Cochrane’s information, the british admiralty
despatched a squadron off Cadiz, to intercept and
detain, by force or otherwise, the four spanish fri-
gates, known to be bound to that port with an im-
mense quantity of specie, which they were bringing
from Mohte-V‘:ldeo, m South America.

On the 3d of October the british squadron sent Oct.
upon this important service, and which consisted of
the 44-gun frigate Indefatigable, captain Graham
Moore, 18-pounder 32-gun frigates Medusa, captain
John Gore, and Amphion, captain Samuel Sutton,
and 38-gun frigate Lively, captain Graham Eden
Hamond, assembled off Cape Santa-Maria. On
the 5th, at 6 A. M., that cape bearing north-east
distant nine leagues, the Medusa made a signal for
four large sail bearing west by south, the wind at
this time being about east-north-east. The squa-
dron immediately wore, and made sail in chase. At
8 A.u. the strangers, which were the spanish 40-gun
frigate Medea, rear-admiral don Joseph Bustamente,
and 34-gun frigates Fama, (with a broad pendant,)
Clara, and Mercedes, formed the line of battle ahead,
in the following order: Fama, Medea, Mercedes,
Clara. At 9h. 5m. a. M. the Medusa placed herself,
within half pistol-shot, on the weather beam of the
Fama. Presently the Indefatigable took a similar
station by the side of the Medea; and the Amphion
and Lively, as they came up, ranged alongside the
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Fama; and at 1h. 15m. p. m. this, the only remain- 1804.
ing spanish frigate, struck to the two british frigates or.
in chase of her.

The force of the Indefatigable has already more
than once appeared ; that of the Lively was the full
establishment of a 38, numbering 46 guns, and the
Amphion and Medusa each mounted 40 guns. The
Lively had two men killed and four wounded ; the
Amphion, three men wounded, one or two of them by
‘the splinters which fell upon her decks when her un-
_fortunate antagonist blew up. No other loss, and
but a very trifling damage, was sustained by the
british ships.

The Medea was a fine frigate of 1046 tons, and
mounted 42 guns, 18-pounders on the main deck,
and eights on the quarterdeck and forecastle, with a
complement of 300 men; of whom two were killed
and 10 wounded. The three remaining frigates
were each armed similar to the Mahonesa, except

erhaps in having an additional pair of 6-pounders.*
!;‘he Fama, out of her 280 men and boys, had 11
killed and 50 wounded ; the Clara, out of her 300,
seven killed and 20 wounded ; and the Mercedes lost,
by the fatal explosion, the whole of her 280 in crew
and passengers, except the second captain and about
40 men, who were taken off the ship’s forecastle
after it had separated from the remainder of the
hull, and except two passengers, who happened to be
on board the Medea. -

It is therefore quite clear, that the Indefatigable
and any two of her three consorts would have been a
match, evenin a time of notorious war, for these four
spanish frigates. As itwas, the latter defended them-
selves with the characteristic bravery of Spaniards,
notwithstanding that they could have been in no
state of preparation, and that the melancholy loss of
one of their number so early in the action increased
the odds against them.

* See vol. i. p. 513.
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1804.  Two circumstances conspired to invest this trans-

‘o action with more odium, than perhaps would other-
wise have attached toit. One of those circumstances
was the miserable fate of so many poor souls at the
explosion of the frigate, and the heart-rending mis-
fortune it entailed upon one, in particular, who had
been a passenger on board. This gentleman, a
captain leear, of the spanish navy, with his wife,
four amiable daughters, and five sons grown up to
manhood, had embarked in the Mercedes, carrying
with him a fortune, estimated at about 30000/, ster-
ling, the gradual savings of 30 years’ industry as a
merchant inSouth America. Not manyminutes before
the engagement began, the captain and his eldest son
had gone on board the Medea; and there, in a ve
little while, did he witness the catastrophe that hurled
his wife, his daughters, and his remaining sons to
destruction, and sent that treasure, which was mere
dross in the comparison, to the bottomless deep.

The second circumstance alluded to was the tempt-
ing nature of the lading on board these vessels. e
cargoes of the three captured frigates, consisted of
Vidona wool, cascarilla, ratinia, seal-skins, seal-oil,
bars of tin, pigs of copper, dollars, and ingots of
gold, and netted very little short of a million sterling.
"Therefore, as the Mercedes was similarly freighted,
the total value of what had been shipped on board
the squadron probably amounted to nearly a third of
a million more. We must not omit to state, that
the british government restored to captain Alvear,
out of the proceeds of the three cargoes, the 30000L.
sterling, which he had lost in the Mercedes.

Mauy persons, who concurred in the expediency,
doubted the right, of detaining these ships; and
many, a%ain, to whom the legality of the act a
peared clear, were of opinion, that a more formidable

_ force should have been sent to execute the service,
in order to have justified the spanish admiral in sur-
rendering without an appeal to arms.

The affair naturally created a great stir at Ma-
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the fiscal to surrender the island to-me.” Tn vain did
the lieutenant represent the folly of such a proceed-
ing ; in vain did he point to the numerous batteries
around the harbour: captain Tucker went on shore,

.and made his proposal in form. The dutch autho-

tions,

rities had received no official account of the war;
but they took the captain’s word, and not only his
word, but his sword, and his ship, and all that were
on board of her. Knowing well what would happen,
lieutenant Fitton, in the mean time, had weighed and
stood out; and the Gipsy was soon chased off the
port by two armed vessels of superior force, which,
in consequence of captain Tucker’s imprudence, had
been despatched in pursuit of her.

In the early part of December, 1803, the 74-gun
ship Theseus, captain John Bligh, arrived at Port-
Royal, Jamaica, from the mole of Saint-Nicholas.
On the 17th captain Bligh received an order direct-
ing him to proceed on the ensuing day off the city of
Santo-Domingo, and, in company with the 74-gun ship
Vanguard, captain James Walker, previously sta-
tioned there,to blockade the port. Should the French
in possession of the town* propose capitulation,
captain Bligh was authorized to treat with them,
and was at the same time verbally informed by sir
John Duckworth, in strict confidence, that he would
receive an order by the 74-gun ship Hercule, captain
Richard Dalling Dumn, to attack the island of Cura-
coa; but that it was not his, sir Johw’s, intention,
that the safety of the line-of-battle ships should be
Xsked by attempting to force the harbour of St.-

nn.

On the 19th the Theseus sailed from Port-Royal,
and before the end of the month arrived off the city
of Santo-Domingo; but the Vanguard was not there,
nor, in fact, did that ship join at all. On the 15th of
January, 1804, captain Eligh received his orders by

* See p. 305.
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concerted signal flying, announcing that the terms
had been refused. .

The passage into the harbour is so narrow, that,
even with a fair wind, (and it now blew off the land,)
a line-of-battle ship can with difficulty enter; and
the batteries that command the harbour and town,
including Fort République, against which, from its
situation, an attack by storm is impracticable,
mounted nearly 100 pieces of cannon. In the har-
bour were lying the dutch 12-pounder 36-gun frigate
Hatslaar and two french privateers. Under these
circumstances, no alternative remained but to try the
effect of a landing. Leaving, therefore, the two fri-

ates, as well to %)lockade the harbour, as to cause a
iversion of the enemy’s force, captain Bligh, with the
two 74s and schooner, bore up for a small cove,
which had been pointed out by Mr. Fitton as the most
eligible spot for effecting a disembarkation.
ccording to a previous arrangement the boats of

ot force the squadron, containing all the marines of the four

to be
landed.

ships, 199 in number, and a detachment of 406 sea-
men, had assembled on board the Hercule, and were
commanded as follows: the seamen of the Theseus,
by lieutenants Edward Henry a’Court and Richard
l-{enry Muddle, assisted by six midshipmen; and ber
marines by lieutenants Earle Harwood and Bertrand
Cahuac. The seamen of the Hercule, by lieutenants
John B. Hills and Nisbet Josiah Willoughby; and the
marines by lieutenant Samuel Perrot. The seamen
of the Blanche, by lieutenant William Woolsey, of the
Hercule, in lieu of their proper commanding officer,
lieutenant William Braithwaite, who, to his disgrace
as an officer and a gentleman, was incapacitated
from filling his proper station by habitual drunken-
ness. The marines of the Blanche were commanded

" by lieutenant Edward Nicolls, the senior marine-

officer in the squadron. The seamen of the Pique,
on account of the sickness of two of her three lieu-
tenants, were commanded by captain Ross, and her
marines by lieutenant William Henry Craig ; and the
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(804 barkation was commanded by lieutenant Hills. On
Feb. the 2d two long 18-pounders were landed, and one
or both were got to “ Willoughby’s battery;” as
was also one of the dutch 12-pounders from Fort
Piscadero. But this was not accomplished without
some loss from the heavy fire kept up by Fort Ré-
publique. Four more 18-pounder carronades and
another field-piece or two were landed and mounted
at one or the other of the posts; and a constant
interchange of firing was kept up between the british
and dutch batteries. In this firing a french battery,
mounted by some of the guns, and manned by the
crews, of the privateers, also took a part.
skirm- On the evening of the 4th there was a smart
ish be- skirmish between the British at the advanced post
Briish and the enemy’s sharpshooters, in which the latter
Daien, were repulsed ; and on the morning of the 5th a more
serious affair took place between the marines under
lieutenant Nicolls and a force of Dutch and French
estimated at 500 men. Notwithstanding his nume-
rical inferiority, lieutenant Nicolls, in the most
gallant manner, repulsed the allied forces; but, pur-
suing the enemy too far, not without the loss of
nearly 20 in killed and wounded, chiefly from the
cannon of Fort République. On the next day, the
6th, the cannonade between the forts was resumed;
but lieutenant Willoughby, finding it in vain to pre-
sent any of his pieces at Fort République, directed
them at the town and at the shipping in the harbour.
By this means the town was partially set on fire ; and
the Hatslaar would probably have been destroyed,
had not the Dutch placed alongside of her as a sort
of fend-off two large merchant vessels, whose hulls
received the greater part of the shot.
sufer-  In this way passed a number of successive days,
ings of the force of the British gradually decreasing, not
tish on merely by loss from the cannon of the forts and in
shore. the different skirmishes, but from fatigue and sick-
ness. At length not an officer was left at the ad-

vanced battery but lieutenant Willoughby and mid-
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drid, and on the 27th of November an order issued 1804.
to make reprisals on english property; but it was

ool until the 12th of the following month that the Decla-
king of Spain issued his formal declaration of war, of war
nor until the 11th of January, 1805, that Great Bri- Y in
tain directed letters of marque to be granted against =
spanish vessels and property.

COLONIAL EXPEDITIONS.—WEST INDIES.

Viewing the success of captain Watkins at Cu-
ragoa in September, 1800,* without apparently taking
into consideration, or attaching the proper weight
to, the circumstances out of which it arose, namely,
the occupation of the whole west part of the island
by afrench republican force of six or seven times the
strength of the dutch garrison, rear-admiral sir John
Thomas Duckworth, the commander in chief at Ja-
maica, flattered himself that he had only to send up
a line-of-battle ship or two, and the inhabitants would
again surrender the island to the arms of his bri-
tannic majesty.

Nor was tZe rear-admiral the only british officer capt.
who had takensuch an idea into his head, grounded Tucker
upon the same partial view of the previous sur- fiscal
render. When, in the middle of the year 1803, o "\
intelligence of the declaration of war against Holland
reached Port-Royal, Jamaica, the 10-gun schooner
Gipsy, acting-lieutenant Michael Fitton, was de-
spatched to Curagoa, to warn any british cruisers that
might be lying there, of what had taken place, inorder
that they might provide for their safety. Arriving in
the harbour of St.-Ann, the Gipsy found at anchor
there the 18-gun ship-sloop Surinam, captain Robert
Tucker. To thisofficer, in as secret a manner as he
could, lieutenant Fitton communicated the intelli-
gence, and advised him immediately to get under
way. “ No,” says captain Tucker, ¢ I’ll summon

* See p. 87.
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the Hercule, and by them whs directed, taking with 1804.
him the three 74s already named, also the 18-pounder ‘7,5
B6-gun frigates Blanche, captain Zachariah Mudge,
and Pique, captain William Bayne Hodgson Ross,

and the 10-gun schooner Gipsy, acting-lieutenant
Michael Fitton, to proceed without a moment’s loss

of time off the island of Curagoa; “ having,” says

sir John, ¢ received certain information that the
garrison of Curagoa has not been strengthened since

the commencement of the war, and consists of only

160 troops, with a frigate in the port whose officers

and crew are said nearly all to have fallen victims to

the climate.” Captain ﬁligh is then directed to sum-
mon the island to surrender to his majesty’s arms
upon liberal conditions. In case of a refusal, and
that he should have no reason to believe there had
been any augmentation of the garrison, captain Bligh

is to land apart of the crews of the ships. Then
follaws this nugatory salva.: * But it is my daty to
caution you by no means to hazard more than the
abject is worth.” Nugatory, indeed; for, by what
standard was the relative value of the object and

the means to be measured ?

. 'With his twa 74s, two frigates, and one schooner,

and with no other knowledge of the state of Curagoa
than was contained in the paragraph already quoted
fram his orders, and with no person on board the
squadron who had ever seen the island, except cap-

tain Ross and Mr. Fitton, captain Bligh made sail for

his destination. Owing to calms and variable winds,

the squadron did not, until the 30th of January,
arrive in sight of the island of Bonaire, which lies off

the east end of Curagoa. In the evening the ships
bore up, and early on the next. morning, the 3lst,
hove to about six miles to the eastward of the town

and harbour of St.-Ann. Captain Ross, having em- Sum-
barked on board the Gipsy, was despatched with a flag to sar-
of truce and a summons to the dutch gavernor or fiscal, pender
to surrender the island to the British. At 9 h. 30 m. goa,
A. M. the Gipsy stood out of the harbour, with the pre-
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strong praise of captain Bligh: who also, in refererice 1804,
to another afficer, says to sir John Duckworth: “Mr. ).
Fitton has throughout shown so much zeal and judg- ;..
ment, that 1 should feel most happy if you can con- Fitton.
sistently give him a commission appointing him lieu-
tenant of the Gipsy.” This recommendation was at-
tended to; and,ina few days after the Gipsy anchored

at Port-Royal, her commander, although the bearer

of despatczes announcing a defeat, received, what
years of active employment and of hard and re-
sponsible service, what more than one successful case

of acknowledged skill and gallantry as a commanding
officer,* had %ailed to procure him, his commission

as a lieutenant.

On the 26th of April the british 74-gun ship Apri.
Centaur, captain Murray Maxwell, bearing the broad _
gendant of commodore Samuel Hood, accompanied 5o

y the three armées en flite or reduced 44-gun ships
Pandour, captain John Nash, and Serapis, captain
Henry Waring, and reduced 28-gun frigate Alligator,
eaptain Charles Richardson, also the ship-sloop Hip-
pomenes, captain Conway Shipley, brig-sloop Drake,
captain William Ferris, and armed schooner Unique,
lieutenant George R. Brand, along with a fleet of
transports having on board nearly 2000 troops, under
major-geueral sir Charles Green, after a passage of
22 days from Barbadoes, arrived off the island of
Surinam ; when immediate measures were taken to
send a division of the army,of about 700 men,under the
command of brigadier-general Maitland, to land at
‘Warapee creek. The direction of the disembark-
ation being left to captain Conway Shipley of the
Hippomenes, the latter, with that sloop, a transport,
and three armed vessels, landed the troops on the
night of the 30th, assisted by captain Kenneth
M‘Kenzie of the brig-sloop Guachapin; and who,
with great zeal, had quitted his sloop 50 leagues to-
leeward, with all her boats, on finding, from baffling
winds and ourrents, that she could not get up.

* See p. 88.
2e2
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tain Dickson. despatched three boats, manned and 1804
armed, under Mr. Runciman, midshipman, to cut out Maveh,
a ship in the harbour. The service was executed,
under a heavy fire from the batteries, which sank

one of the boats and wounded one of the men. The
strength of the garrison having by this means been
obtained, the Inconstant weighed and stood to the
westward, to prevent any succours being thrown in
from Sénégal. Having, on the following day, been
joined by a fourth merchant ship or transport, the
three boats of the latter made the number sufficient

to carry the allotted portion of troops ; and captain
Dickson commenced preparations to disembark the

men on the following day; when, at daybreak on

the 8th, english colours were seen flying over french

at the fort, the french garrison having the night pre-
vious capitulated with lieutenant Pickford. Thus

was the settlement of Gorée restored, without the
loss of a man, to its former masters.

AMERICA AND THE BARBARY STATES.

From some cause respecting which it would be pro-
fitless to inquire, these belligerents* remained com-
paratively inactive until the latter months of the
year 1803, when an adjustment of some differences,
which had arisen between the emperor of Morocco
and the United States, left commodore Preble, who
now commanded the american squadron, at liberty
to direct his whole attention to Tripoli. Scarcely,
however, had the american commodore put his squa-
dron into motion, ere it met with a very serious loss.

On the 3lst of October, at 9 a. m., the 44-gun oct.
frigate Philadelpbia, captain William Bainbridge, Cre-
being about five leagues to the westward of Tripoli, thepyi-
discovered und immediately chased a sail in shore, Miil'
under tripolitan colours, standing before the wind to """
the eastward. The Philadelphia soon opened her
fire, and continued it until 11h. 30 m. a. M.; when,
being in seven fathoms’ water, and finding that he

* See p.%44.
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whose foul deeds excited indignation in every gene- 1804.
rous breast. The Americans cannot deny, that the
complements of their ships in the tripolitan war con-
sisted chiefly of british seamen, supplied by a scotch
renegado at New-York, and by numerous other
crimps in the different seaport towns of the United
States ; and that those complements were afterwards
filled up, by similar means, at Cadiz and other ports

of the ﬁedlterranean. ‘Was not commodore Preble,

on account of being detected in some transaction of

this sort, obliged to shorten his stay at Gibraltar,

and to fix Syracuse, instead of Malta, for his next
rendezvous ? To such as know the facility with Native
which, either in the ships, or on the shores, of :3.2:6
the United States, a deserter, or an emigrant, can &/ =
obtain his naturalization, the term ¢ American”
requires an epithet to render it intelligible. In
recording the exploits of “ Americans,” it is but

to lop off the qualifying adjunct “adopted,” and
every native reader feels a hero’s blood flowing in

his veins. On the other hand, should disgrace be
attached to the deed, Mr. Clark (the american
naval historian) and his brother-writers, anticipating

the reader’s wishes, seldom fail to state, that the
parties were not american, but british sailors.”#

‘We must premise, also, that the only accounts Amer-
we have to refer to are those written by the Ame- &2 %-
ricans. The Tripolitans have no annalist to compile,
no state-historiographer to magnify and blazon, the
feats performed by themselves; nor have they any
acute and patriotic writer, to expose the exaggera-
tions, and disprove the mistatements, published by
their enemies. With such a one-sided case before us
we almost fear to proceed; and yet we should be sorry
to omit recording, or, by doubting, to throw a slight
upon, an act of genuine gallantry, achieved by

renchman or American, christian or mahomedan.

Feeling a laudable desire to prevent the Tripoli-

* James's Naval Occurrences between Great Britain and Ame-
rics, p. 78.
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1004. tans from making any use of the fine frigate which,

o by an accident so untoward, had fallen into their

Liey, D208, licutenant Stephen Decatur, of the United

Deca. States’ 44-gun frigate Constitution, submitted to

turand commodore Preble a plan for setting fire to and de-

Phila- Stroying the Philadelphia in the harbour of Tripoli.

delplis The commodore at first thought the enterprise too

hazardous, but at length gave his consent. On the

3d of February, having embarked with 70 volun-

teers, including lieutenant James Lawrence and

midshipman Charles Morris, on board a turkish

rize Eetch, newly named the Intrepid, lieatenant

ecatur sailed from Syracuse, accompanied by the

18-gun. brig Syren, lieutenant Charles Stewart;

whose boats, covered by the brig’s fire, were to co-
operate in the attack. '

On the 18th, in the evening, the Intrepid and

Syren arrived off the harbour of Tripoli; but it

appears that the two vessels ¢ by a change of wind”

separated, and that at 8 p. m. the Intrepid entered

the harbour alone. The Philadelphia lay within

half gun-shot of the bashaw’s castle and principal

battery, with two tripolitan cruisers at the distance

of about 200 yards on her starboard quarter, and

on the same bow a number of gun-boats. “ All her

guns were mounted and loaded.”* At about 11 p. x,,

just as the Intrepid had arrived within 200 yards of

the larboard an(r outward side of the Philadelphia,

the latter hailed and desired the ketch to anchor on

peril of being fired into. The pilot of the Intrepid,

as he had been instructed, and who, we imagine, was

himself a mussulman, answered that they had lost

all their anchors. Upon this the ketch-was suffered

to advance ; and, so well was the deception kept up,

that a rope was permitted to be made fast to the

frigate’s fore chains, by which the Intrepid hauled

herself alongside.
Lieutenant Decatur and his party now gallantly

* Clark’s Naval History of the United States, vol. i. p.153.
This wants confirmation. '
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Bprang oh board, and, rushing upon the alarmed 1804.
Tripolitans, killed about 20, and quickly subdued ‘R
the remainder. Having thus, in a much easier man-

ner than could have been anticipated, got possession ing te
of the Philadelphia, lieutenant Decatur directed her FPhila-
to be set on fire; which was done so promptly and
effectively, that the Intrepid herself was nearly in-
volved in the flames. A fine wind from the land,
however, at that moment sprang up; and the ketch,
profiting by it, soon ran out of the harbour with the
gallant party who had so fully executed the bold
and perilous service intrusted to them. Although,
as soon as the Tripolitans on shore had ascertained
that the Philadelphia was in their enemy’s posses-
sion, the forts and surrounding vessels opened a
fire upon her, the Americans were so fortunate as
1o escape with only four men wounded.

In the course of the summer, at two or three dif- Capt-
ferent periods, the american squadron, assisted by turand
some neapolitan gun-boats and homb-vessels, bom- the g
barded the town and batteries of Tripoli; and lieu-
tenant, or rather captain (for he then had been de-
servedly promoted) Decatur, who commanded a gun-
bout, again greatly distinguished himself. “ Captain
Decatur,” says Mr. Clark, ¢ having grappled a
tripolitan boat and boarded her with only 15 Ame-
ricand; in 10 minutes her decks were cleared, and
she was ¢aptured. Three Americans were wounded.

At this moment captain Decatur was informed that
the gun-boat, commanded by his brother, (lieutenant
James Decatur,) had captured a boat belonging to
the enemy ; but that his brother, as he was stepping
on board, was treacherously shot by the tripolitan
commander, who made off with his boat. Captain
Decatur immediately pursued the murderer, who
was retreating within the lines; having succeeded
in coming alongside, he boarded with only 11 men.
A doubtful contest of 20 minutes ensued. Decatur
immediately attacked the tripolitan commander,
who was armed with a spear and cutlass. In par-






BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS.

Tae most remarkable feature, in the abstract for the 1805.
commencement of the present year, is the number of
vessels that appear in the two ¢ Built” columns.
At no former or subsequent period have 87 british
ships of war been launched within the year. All
these ships, except the five principal ones, had been
ordered to be built since the commencement of the
war, and upwards of 50 of them since the commence-
ment of the year in which they first took the water.
Nothing can better demonstrate the exertions made
by the new lord of the admiralty (the late lord Mel-
ville) to recover the british navy from the low state
into which it had previously fallen. Of 87 vessels so
launched in the year 1804, 80 had been built in the
merchants’ yards, a number amounting to nearly
two thirds o?all that had been similarly built during
the whole nine years of the preceding war.

Of the 88 new vessels ordered in 1804, 48 were
gun-brigs, and 10 belonged to the N, or middling
class of 74. The utility of the latter cannot be dis-
puted ; but the former would probably have better
answered the intended purpose of their construction,
had they been differently armed. Their light draught
of water enabled them, certainly, to approach very
near to an enemy’s coast; but what effective oppo-
sition could 18-pounder carronades offer to the
heavy long guns mounted by the french batteries
and gun-boats? The new gun-brigs were of a
size (180 tons) to carry with ease four 32-pounder
carronades, fitted to throw shells, and two long
18-pounders on traversing carriages, one at the bow,
the other at the stern. %Iith this reduction in their

* See Appendix, Annual Abstract No. 13.
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nominal, but increase in their real strength, these
brigs would have been better able to cope with the
description of force, which they were likely to en-
counter in the waters that were to be the scene of
their services. :

- The prize and casualty lists for the year 1804 will
furnish the names and other particulars of the ships
respectively contained in the fourth column of the
“* Increase,” and first of the ¢ Decrease” compart-
ments of the abstract.®

The number of commissioned officers and magters,
belonging to the british navy at the commencement
of the year 1805, was,

Admirals . . . . . . . B0
Vice-admirals , . . . . . 36

Rear-admirals .. .. 63
" superannuated 22
Post-captains . . . . . . 639
” ”» 25
Commanders, or sloop-captains 422
s superannuated 45
Lieutenants . . . . . . .2472
Masters . . . . . . abb

And the number of seamen and marines, voted for
the service of the same year, was 120000.}
Scarcely had Spain issued her declaration of war
against England,} than France began to put in re-
quisition the fleets and armies of her new ally. On
the 4th of January, three days actually before the
spanish declaration reached London, a secret treaty
between the two courts was signed at Paris, by vice-
adwiral Decrés on the part of France, and vice-
admiral don Frederico Gravina on the part of Spain.
The first article contains a display of the force by
sea and land at the french emperor’s disposal. At
the Texel are 30000 men, with the necessary trans-
ports. At Ostende, Dunkerque, Calais, Boulogne,

* See Appendix, Nos. 29, 30, and 31.
1 See Appendix, No. 32.
1 It bore date at Madrid, December 1%, 1804. See P- 411,
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and ‘Hivre, respectively, are flotillas, capahle of 1908.
embarking, altogether, 120000 men and 26000 horses; ™
at Brest, a fleet of 21 sail of the line,® besides fri-

tes and transports, with 256000 men ready for em-
g:rkation; at Rochefort, a squadron of six sail of
the line (including the Achille 74, nearly ready for
lsunching) and four frigates, having on hoard 4000
men ; and at Toulon, a fleet of 11 sail of the line,
eight frigates, and sundry transports, having on
board 9000 ; total 188000 men.

By the second, third, and fourth articles, the
king of Spain engages to arm, and supply with six
months’ provisions and four months’ water, from 25
to 29 sail of the line, and to bave them ready, along
with from 4000 to 5000 spanish troops, (in conjunc-
tion with 20000 french to embark from Cadiz,) by the
20th, or at farthest, the 30th of March. Of those 26 or
29 sail of the line, Ferrol is to furnish from seven to
eight, and which are to combine in their operations
with the five french sail of the line in that port;
Cadiz is to sugply from 12 to 15, and Carthagena
six. By the fifth article the two high contracting
parties mutually engage, to augment their fleets by
all the ships of the line and frigates that may be
subsequently constructed, repaired, and fitted in
their respective ports. The sixth article contains an
engagement on the part of Napoléon to guarantee
to his catholic majesty, as well the integrity of his
european dominions, as the restitution of all colo-
nies that may be taken from him during the war;
and that, should the fortune of arms, “in accordance
with the justice of the cause which their majesties
are defending,” grant success to their armies and
fleets, the emperor will employ his influence to get
Trinidad restored, and also the treasure taken out
of the four frigates. The seventh article contains a
mutual undertaking not to make a separate peace;

* The Océan three-decker is here meant to be excluded, and
probably some other ship equally in an unseaworthy state. See
P- 314, where 23 sail of the line are mentioned as in the port.
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bered, as has on more than one occasion been shown, 1805.
21 sail. On the 3d of February, when the block- T
ading force, by successive arrivals, had been aug-
mented to 16 sail, the departure of five, under vice-
admiral sir Robert Calder, to the station off Ferrol

and Corunna, left the admiral again, for a short
time, with only 11 sail. The perseverance with
which, during a period of 22 months, including two
boisterous winters, admiral Cornwallis had main-
tained the blockade of Brest,affected his health, and
obliged him to suspend his arduous labours, and
seek a few weeks’ relaxation onshore. Accordingly,

on the 20th of March, the Ville-de-Paris anchored March.
at Spithead, and in the course of the day struck the

flag at her main. The command of the Channel fleet
devolved upon admiral lord Garduner, whose flag
was flying on board the Trent frigate at Cork. In

the mean time the fleet, cruising off Ushant and
numbering 17 sail of the line, had been left in charge

of vice-admiral sir Charles Cotton, in the 112-gun
ship San-Josef.

On the 3d of April admiral lord Garduer, in the April.
pew first-rate Hibernia, arrived off Ushant, and Lord
relieved sir Charles Cotton in the command of the 52"
fleet, then consisting of 21 sail of the line. On the Brest.
11th a gale of wind drove the british fleet from
the french coast. On the 13th, in the afternoon,
lord Gardner, with 17 sail, regained his station; and,
the next morning, the 14th, in consequence of some
intelligence received from his look-out frigates, he
despatched the Warrior 74 to recounnoitre the har-
bour of Brest. At 5h. 30 m. p. u. captain William
Bligh rejoined, with the signal flying, that the french
ships were getting under way. Upon this the british
ships formed in line of battle to be ready to receive
them. On the following morning, the 15th, the
french van-division, composed of nine sail of the
line, appeared in sight off the Black Rocks, and
was presently joined by the main body, forming a

VOL. Il 2F
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1805. total, as counted, of 40 sail of vessels, includin
m’,’2l of the line. This formidable fleet had on boa
2000 troops, and was provisioned for six months,
The british admiral, whose force in the course of
the day amounted to 24 sail of the line, strove
his utmost to bring the french fleet to action; but
the latter, after manceuvring for a few hours be-
tween Bertheaume and Camaret bays, returned into
ort.

P Unlike a few former shifts of position and manceu-
vres in Brest and Bertheaume roads, and which
served the double purpose of exercising the crews,
and of enabling the Moniteur to insert a boastful
paragraph, about offering battle to, and chasing
away, the blockading force, this was a real attempt
to put to sea. Vice-admiral Villeneuve had sailed
from Toulon, and Napoléon’s object now was, that
the two fleets should effect their junction in the
West Indies, and, after ravaging the british posses-
sions there, return to the Channel, augmented, by
the Rochefort squadron on the route, and by the
combined squadron at Ferrol on appearing off that
port, to 56 sail of the line. It was then that the
great blow was to be struck. All Napoléon’s let-
ters, written at this period, betray his anxiety about
M. Gantcaume’s departure. In one dated ¢ Aa
chiteau de Stupinis, le 21 Avril,” he says to his
minister of marine, “ Le non départ de Ganteaume
me contrarie beaucoup;” and, in another dated at
the same place two days afterwards, wherein he
informs M. Decrés that he has despatched a courier
to Ganteaume, to inform him that Nelson had gone
to Egypt in scarch of Villeneuve, Buonaparte em-
phatically adds: ‘¢ Dicu veuille que mon courrier
ne le trouve point a Brest.”

After a vain endeavour, by forging news of disas-
trous events to the English in India, to weaken, by
detachments abroad, the fleet off Ushant, Napoléon
directs that, if Ganteaume cannot put to sea gefore
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the 20th of May, he is to remain quiet.®* The fact 1805.
is, that M. Villeneuve’s stock of provisions was ex-
pending fast, and a longer delay might throw serious
obstacles in the way of the expedition. The british
blockading fleet still retaining its menacing posture,
the next plan was, that vice-admiral Ganteaume New
should remove with his fleet to a position outside age o
the goulet, between Camaret bay and the east end Bre
of Bertheaume bay. To prevent the British from
paying the spot a visit, when thus temptingly occu-
¥ied, directions were given to strengthen the de-
ences along the coast in the neighbourhood. This Bac-
was 80 expeditiously as well as effectually done, e,
that, by the first week in May, upwards of 150
pieces of cannon were mounted on the different bat-
teries around Bertheaume and Camaret bays. The
object of ordering M. Ganteaume to this outer an-
chorage was to facilitate his putting to sea, but
above all, to enable him to effect his junction with
vice-admiral Villeneuve; who, on the probability
that the former would not be able to quit Brest in
time to meet the latter in the West Indies, had been
directed to hasten to Ferrol. Having there aug- Napo-
mented his force to 34 sail of the line, vice-admiral ove,
Villeneuve was to take his choice of four routes for opera-
reaching Boulogne. The first two supposed a junc- §o'his
tion with the Brest fleet, thus: to appear before fieets.
Rochefort, and, joining the five ships there and the

one at Lorient, proceed to Brest, and then with 60

sail of the line enter the Channel; or, as the Roche-

fort squadron occupied an equal number of british
ships, letting that remain, proceed straight to M.
Ganteaume’s anchorage, and thence to the Channel

with 54 sail of the line : in either of which cases, it
appears, Napoléon designed that vice-admiral Gan-
teaume, although junior to M. Villeneuve, should
assume the command. All this was to be effected,

if possible, without an action; but, shouid one be

* Précis des Evénemens, tome xi. pp. 3386—439,
2F 2



1805,

Napo-
léon’s
intri-
gues
with
the
news-

July.
Adm.

Coru-
wallis
off

Brust,

436 BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS.

unavoidable, it was to be fought, for obvious rea-
sons, as near as possible to Brest. The third and
fourth routes were, either to double Ireland, and,
calling for the Texel squadron of seven,arrive before
Boulogne with 41 sail of the line, or to pass straight
up Channel, out of view of the coasts or of the block-
ading fleet off Brest, and, with 34 sail only, appear
off Boulogne, four or five days before the Channel
fleet could arrive there; in which four or five days
the flotilla was to cross and the descent be effected.*
A fifth plan, left as an alternative to M. Villeneuve,
having reference exclusively to a distant service, is
deferred to the proper period for introducing it.

It was at about the date of these orders, that some
reflections in the english newspapers, cast upon the
Brest fleet for not sailing out and engaging a much
inferior force, gave disquietude to Napoléon, and
caused him to write thus to his minister of marine:
“ Have inserted in the journals of Holland an-article
against the system of blockade; let it be made
appear that we sail out of Brest when we choose;
that Bruix sailed out such a day, Morard de Galles
such a day, Ganteaume several times; that in his
last trip to Bertheaume, nothing prevented his put-
ting to sea, and that the cnglish squadron did not so
much as know of his being under sail: that it is
therefore impossible to blockade the port of Brest,
especially in the months of September and October.
This article will show, that we have no desire to put
to sea, but wish merely to keep the encmy in awe.”+
Many of the London opposition journals, taking all
this for truth, became very strenuous coadjutors in
Buonaparte’s plan of deception.

On the 6th of July accounts reached the Channel
fleet of the arrival of the combined fleet at Marti-
nique ; and on the same day admiral Cornwallis,
having recovered his health, arrived in the Ville-de-
Paris off Ushant, and relieved lord Gardner in the

* Précis des Evénemens, tome xi. p. 253.

1 See Appendix No. 33.



ADMIRAL CORNWALLIS AND GANTEAUME. 437

command of the former, now consisting of 18 sail of 1805.
the line, and which, considering the force likely to 7uy,
assail it from different points, was rather critically
situated. On the 11th intelligence that the combined
fleet was on its return reached admiral Cornwallis
from the admiralty, with orders for rear-admiral
Sterling to quit his station off Rochefort, and, with

his five sail of the line, join vice-admiral Calder off
Ferrol. The circumstances under which these orders
had been despatched are deserving of attention. The Ancc-
british brig-sloop Curieux, captain George Edmund %% .
Byron Bettesworth, with the intelligence, anchored Bar-
at Plymouth on the 7th, in the morning ; and at about ™™
11 v. M. on the 8th the captain arrived at the admi-
ralty. The first lord having retired to rest, the
despatches were not communicated to him until early

on tg:a morning of the 9th. At this lord Barham was
very angry, saying, that seven or eight hours had
been lost. Without waiting to dress himself, he
wrote orders for admiral Cornwallis to detach rear-
admiral Sterling from off Rochefort to join vice-
admiral Calder, who was to take a station to the
westward of Cape Finisterre, while admiral Corn-
wallis himself, with the Channel fleet, was to cruise
‘between Ushant aud Finisterre. By 9 a.m. the admi-
ralty messengers were on their way to Portsmouth
and Plymouth, and on the 1lth, as already men-
tioned, admiral Cornwallis received his orders. Such
promptitude on the part of the british admiralty
could not be credited by Napoléon. ¢ Ce ne que

le 20 messidor,” (July8,) says he, ¢ iue le brick le
Curieux est arrivé en Angleterre. L’amirauté n’a

pu se décider dans les vingt-quatre heures sur les
mouvemens de ses escadres: dans ce cas, il west
pas probable que l’ordre a escadre devant Roche-
fort soit arrivé en trois jours. Je mets donc en fait
que cette escadre a levé sa croisiere par des ordres
antérieurs a I'arrivée du Curieux a Londres.”*

* Précis des Evénemens, tome xii. p. 243.
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On the 20th vice-admiral Ganteaume received
orders to put to sea, and endeavour to form a junc.
tion, first with the Rochefort squadron of five eail
of the line, off the Lizard, and then with M, Ville-
neuve. On the 29th the news of the latter’s action
with sir Robert Calder reached the Channel fleet,
and on the 14th of August sir Robert himself joined
the fleet with eight sai%“of the line; as, on the fol
lowing day, the 16th, did lord Nelson from his lo:ig
western cruise, with 11. The departure of his lord-
ship on the 16th, with two or three ships, left the
admiral with a force of 34 sail of the line. On the 17th,
on intelligence arriving that the franco-spanish fleet,
numbering 27 or 28 sail of the line, had been seen
off Ferrol, admiral Cornwallis detached to that sta-
tion sir Robert Calder with 18.# On the 20th the
Captain 74, from Plymouth, joined the Channel
fleet, which then amounted to 17 sail of the line.

The affair off Cape Finisterre, being considered to
have entailed an equal loss of ships upon the british
and the combined fleets, was not allowed to inter.
rupt the grand design, in which the latter had been
allotted to take so important a part. On the 20th
of August, a little before the time when, as it was
conjectured, vice-admiral Villeneuve would be off
the port, vice-admiral Gantecaume received orders
to quit Brest road, where the fleet had recently been
lying, and anchor in Bertheaume. On the same day,
at about 6 h. 30 m. p. M., the french advanced squa-
dron began to get under way, but not unseen by the
british 44-gun frigate Indefatigable, captain John
Tremayne Rodd ; who, accompanied by the 38-gun
frigate Niobe, and two or three smaller vessels, was
reconnoitring the harbour, and for that purpose
had taken a station about four miles south by east
of the Black Rocks. On the following morning, the
21st, at 6 a.m,, the whole french fleet, consisting of

* Napoléon either thought, or affected to think, this to be an
egregious folly * insigne bétise” on the part of admiral Cornwallis.
Précis des Evénemens, tome xii. p. 258,
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the following 21 sail of the line, five frigates, one 1805.
ship-corvette, and two avisos, under vice-admiral 27-
Ganteaume in the Impérial, (late Vengeur,a name that

no one in France, considering the circumstance out

of which it had arisen, could expect would so soon
have been changed,) stood out of the goulet, and, at
about 10 h. 30 m. A.m., anchored in the new position
between Camaret and Bertheaume :

gun-ship gun-ship gun-ship

120 Impérial, Batave, Jean-Bart,
110 Invincible, Brave, [ Jupiter,
Républicain,* Cassard, Patriote,
80 Alexandre, 74< Conquérant, 744 Tourville,
Foudroyant, Diomede, Ulysse,
74 Alliance, Fole, Vétéran,
Aquilon, Impétueux, Wattigny.

Frigates, Corntte, Félicité, Indienne, Valeureuse, Volontaire.
Ship-corvette, Diligente, and brig-corvettes Espiégle and Vulcain.

On the first discovery of the ships in the morning,
the Felix schooner had been sent with the inteq-
ligence to the admiral off Ushant; and, on their
anchoring, the 36-gun frigate Aigle, captain George
Wolfe, who had joined about an hour before, was
despatched upon the same errand.

At the time the news reached him, which was soon
after noon on the 21st, admiral Cornwallis lay with
his fleet, numbering 17 sail of the line, one frigate,
(exclusive of two others and a brig-sloop on the look-
out in-shore,) two cutters, and one schooner, about
three leagues south by west of the islaud of Ushant.
The british fleet, the names of the whole of the ships
of which, owing to the frequent departures and arri-
vals of the preceding 10 days, we are unable to
give, hauled to the wind on the larboard tack, with
a moderate breeze at north by east, and at about
2h. 30 m. p. m. passed the west end of Ushant within
less than three miles. At 3h. 30 m., having made
Pointe Saint-Mathieu, the fleet shortened sail, and
soon discovered the french ships, some at an anchor

* Late Révolutionnaire.
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1805. and others under way. The admiral being desirous

ot

Aug,

himself to reconnoitre the enemy, the Ville-de-Paris
made the signal for the fleet to disregard her mo-
tions, and then stood in towards the Indefatigable
and her two*consorts. At 5 p.m. the Ville-de-Paris
and in-shore squadron, having a fair view of the
french fleet, shortened sail and counted the number
of vessels; which was found to correspond with the
number already given, except in the omission of the
corvette. At 5h.30 m. p. M. Pointe Saint-Mathieu
bearing north only a mile and a half distant, the
Ville-de-Paris wore to rejoin her fleet. Immediately
several shot and shells were fired at her and the
ships in company, both from Pointe Saint-Mathieu
an(f from the west point of Bertheaume, but without
effect. At 6h. 30m. p.m. admiral Cornwallis re-
joined the fleet ; and, having made known his inten-
tion to attack the french fleet at its anchorage early
the next morning, anchored at 7 p. m. for the night,
a short distance to the southward of the outer Black
Rock; which then bore from the Ville-de-Paris
north half-east, St.-Mathiews lighthouse east-north-
east, and the Bec du Raz south half-east.

On the 22d, at 4 h. 30 m. A. m., the british fleet
weighed, and, with the weather hazy and the wind
still at north by east, stood in on the larboard tack
for Camaret bay, in close order of battle ; the Ville-
de-Paris leading, and next to her the 80-gun ship
Caesar, captain sir Richard John Strachan, and 74-
gun ship Montagu, captain Robert Waller Otway.
At 6h. 30 m. a. ., the Porquelle rock being close
ahead, the ships of the fleet tacked in succession.
On the haze clearing away a little, the french fleet
was seen at anchor; but at 8 A. M. the ships of the
latter began getting under way. In 20 minutes
afterwards the british ships taczed in succession,
and again stood in under easy sail. At 9 a. m. the
Indefatigable, being ahead, stood towards the french
80-gun ship Alexandre, rear-admiral Willaumez,
who was lcading the french fleet, then standing out
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in line of battle. At 9h. 30 m. the Alexandre fired 1805
a broadside at the Indefatigable, but without effect, \1‘“’;
and was answered by the latter’s maindeck guns, the inde-
distance being too great for the carronades. On [t
this the Indefatigable tacked, and the Ville-de-Paris
and ships in her train made sail towards the french
fleet; but the latter presently tacked for the har-
hour’s mouth, as if to avoid an engagement. At
10 h. 45 m. a. m. the Ceesar and Montagu hauled out Cesar.
of the line to attack the Alexandre, who, with the yo™*
Foudroyant and Impétueux, formed the rear of the
french line. This, at about 11 A. M., brought on a
fire from the batteries, which the Ville-ge-Paris, Ville-
Ceesar, and Montagu returned, the three rearmost &'*
french ships already named, and the Valeureuse and
Volontaire frigates also taking part in it. At 11h.
30 m., the west point of Bertheaume bearing unorth
half-east distant one mile and a half, the british fleet
wore and stood out in order of battle, the batteries
keeping up, until a quarter past noon, a constant
fire of shot and shells.

The damage done to the british van, principally
by the batteries, proved how well the ll;tter were
calculated to protect the french fleet at its new an-
chorage. On board the Ville-de-Paris one shell
struck the spare anchor, and burst into innumerable
pieces, which flew in all directions. A piece, weigh-
g about a pound and a half, struck admiral Corn-
wallis on the breast, but, being entirely spent, did
not hurt him. A second piece struck and slightly
wounded one of the midshipmen. No other person,
it is believed, was hurt; but the ship had her hull
struck in several places, and her rigging and sails
a great deal cut. The Cesar and Montagu both
suffered in. their rigging and sails; the former, in-
deed, owing to the close position she took, lost three
men killed and six wounded. The Montagu had the
beel of her fore topmast shot away, but does not
‘appear to have sustained any loss in men. Of the
french ships, the whole of which by 2 p. M. had
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reanchored, the Alexandre, who was the Caesar’s prin-
cipal opponent, is represented to have had her mizen
topmast shot away, and, along with two or three of
the other ships, to have sustained some damage in
rigging and sails. With respect to loss, the french
accounts give it in the gross, merely stating, that
about 20 men were placed hors de combat by the
fire of the british ships.

Admitting that this was an affair in which the
french advanced squadron alone had retired from the
fire of the British, still the two fleets were wholly in
sight of each other, and M. Ganteaume had but to
stand from under the protection of his batteries to
bring on a general action. Considering that he had
21 sail of the line to oppose to 17, we cannot sup-
Bose that the french admiral would have declined a

attle, had he, from the nature of his orders, been
permitted to engage. To know that he was so re-
strained, and yet be compelled to keep his orders
secret, must, to a brave officer like vice-admiral
Ganteaume, have been a sorry compensation for the
public obloquy of the transaction, glossed over even
as it was, by imperial commmand, in the columns of
the Moniteur.

On every succeeding day, from the 23d to the 30th
of August, some of the french ships got under way
and manceuvred about, hut the Brest fleet made no
serious atiempt to put to sea. Matters remained in
this inactive state until the 13th of December; when,
taking advantage of a brisk gale from the north
cast and the absence of the blockading fleet, which
had retired into port to victual and refit, a division
of the french fleet, consisting of 11 sail of the line,
four frigates, and a corvette, quitted the anchorage
outside the goulet, and put to sca. A succession
of gales of wind, during the few days that remained
of the year, prevented admiral Cornwallis from re-
gaining his station off Ushant, and concealed from
his knowledge any positive information of the sailing
of so large a division of the Brest fleet.
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As we have done on other occasions, so we shall 1805.
here, give some account of the different actions of
the year fought between the british cruisers sta-
tioned off the french coast and the invasion-flotilla.

In the course of the spring the corps of marshal Capt.
Davoust, encamped in the neighbourhood of Os- pmenor
tende, proceeded to join the grand invading army, Osten-
_of whicK it formed the right wing. This occasioned “

a corresponding movement in the gallo-batavian
flotilla; and accordingly the port of Ambleteuse
was fixed upon as the point of rendezvous for the
different divisions stationed at Ostende, Dunkerque,

and Calais. Admiral Ver-Huell, whom, in the pre-
ceding spring, we left at Ostende, whither he had
been driven by the squadron of sir Siduey Smith*
succeeded, at {ength, in reaching Dunkerque ; where

a great portion of the gallo-batavian flotilla had now
assembled, and lay watching an opportunity to get

to the westward, by departing, a division at a time,

as the readiest mode to avoid discovery and molest-
ation, '

On the 23d of April, at 9 p.»., favoured by the April
darkness and a fresh wind from north-east, the first
division, consisting of 33 gun-vessels and 19 trans-
ports, laden with stores from the camp at Ostende,
weighed from Dunkerque road. The division passed
Gravelines and Calais undiscovered; when, just
before daybreak on the 24th, the wind shifted to
south-east, and then to south-south-east. Having a
change of tide also against them, the vessels were -
thrown into disorder. The greater part of them now
steered for an anchorage between the capes Blanez
and Grinez, while eight schuyts, which had kept too
long on the larboard tack, found themselves seven
or eight miles from the shore. 1In this state the di-
vision was gained sight of by a british squadron,
consisting of the 38-gun frigate Leda, captain Ro-
bert Honyman, sloops Harpy and Railleur, captains

* See p. 325.
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Edmund Heywood and Valentine Collard, bomb-

‘o, vessel Fury, captain John Yelland, and eight gun-

June.

brigs, the whole, except two of the latter which were
sailing guard off Ambleteuse, at anchor off Boulogne.

The two gun-brigs off Ambleteuse, which were the
Gallant and Watchful, lieutenants Thomas Shirly and
James Marshall, immediately chased north-east by
signal, and the remainder of the squadron weighed
and stood in the same direction. At 8 a.w, the
above two gun-brigs closed with the eight armed
schuyts, and a smart cannonade commenced between
the latter, aided by the heavy batteries on shore,
and the brigs. In a few minutes four large shot
from the batteries struck the Gallant between wind
and water, and compelled her to haul on the star-
board tack in order to stop the leaks, which were
gaining fast. One schuyt struck to the Watchful.
The Railleur, and the gun-brigs Locust and Starling,
Lieutenants John Lake and Charles Napier, coming
up, compelled six others, before 10 a. M., also to sur-
render, but not until after a spirited resistance on the
part of the schuyts.

Early on the morning of the 25th two other
schuyts, which had drifted ofl' the land, were cap-
tured by the Archer gun-brig, lieutenant William
Price, whose one scaman wounded was all the loss
sustained by the British. The eight gallo-batavian
schuyts averaged about 25 tons, mounted three guns
each, chicfly long 24-pounders, and carried, alto-
gether, 142 sailors and soldiers. The remainder of
the division, assisted by several armed launches,
containing grapnels and hawsers, sent out from
Boulogne by rear-admiral Lacrosse, (since the death
of admiral Bruix, on the 19th of March, the com-
mander in chief of the french flotilla,) succeeded,
after a while, in reaching Ambleteuse, the port of
its destination.

On the 10th of June, at 7 A. M., a division of the
french flotilla, consisting of the two  corvettes-
canonniéres” Foudre, capitaine de vaisseau Jacques-
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Felix-Emmanuel Hemelin, and Audacieuse, lieu- 1805:
tenant Dominique Roquebert, each mounting 10 ot
guns, (four or six long 18-pounders, the remainder

rass 36-pounder carronades, with upwards of 80
men,) four gun-vessels, of three long 24-pounders Cart-
and an S-inci1 mortar each, three others of one 24- of Fe-
pounder and a field-piece each, eight others, of two 2P
4 or 6 pounders, and 14 transports, in all 31 vessels,
sailed from the port of Havre bound to Fécamp.
By the time they had got abreast of Brunevel,
the french vessels were chased by the british 12-
pounder 36-gun frigate Chiffonne, captain Charles
Adam, who, with the ship-sloop Falcon, captain
George Sanders, gun-brig Clinker, lieutenant Nisbet
Glen, and the Frances hired armed cutter, was
cruising off the coast.

At 9h. 30m. .M. the Chiffonne, then in 10 fathoms’
water, considerably ahead of her companions, and
close in with the flotilla, opened her fire upon the van,
where the Foudre had stationed herself; but,in a
quarter of an hour, shoaling her water, the frigate
was compelled to haul further off. At 10h.30m. a.».
the frigate, followed by the sloop and gun-brig, re-
commenced firing. Shortly afterwards one of the
french brigs caught fire, but succeeded in extinguish-
ing it, and some of the other vessels ran on shore.
Towards noon the Chiffonne, who had bore the brunt
of this attack, again hauled out into deeper water.
Shortly afterwards the van of the french flotilla ran
close under the batteries of Cap-de-Caiset, until
joined by the rearmost vessels, when they again bore
up to proceed on their course. At 1h. 30m. p. M.
the three british vessels again stood in, and at 2 p.m.
recommenced firing. The Falcon presently became
closely engaged with the two sternmost of the french
brigs, one of which was the Audacicuse. As the
British passed along the coast, the forts kept firing
shells and shots at them without the smallest inter-
mission: notwithstanding which the Chiffonne and
Falcon continued the engagement, and at 3h. 15 m,
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P. M. shot away a brig’s fore topmast and then her
mainmast. The Falcon and Clinker, not sailing b
any means equal to the frigate, gradually droppe
astern, and the flotilla sheltered themselves com.
pletely under Fécamp batteries; but the latter did
not until 4h. 30 m. p. M. cease firing at the Chiffonne,
Several shot struck the Chiffonne in the hull, one
of which entered between wind and water ; and her
rigging was also much cut. Her loss amounted to
two men killed and three wounded. The Falcon
suffered in rigging and sails, and had four men
wounded ; the Clinker, one marine killed and one
seaman wounded by the same shot. The French
admit a loss of three men killed and 12 wounded,
including among the latter the commander of one of
the gun-brigs.
On the 15th of July the british gun-brigs Plum-
er, lieutenant James Henry Garrety, and Teazer,
Eeutenant George Lewis Ker, while cruising off the
port of Granville, on the coast of France, found

- themselves becalmed, and likely to be carried into

danger by the strength of the tide. They therefore
anchored near the island of Chausey, but, owing to
the exigency of the moment, at too great a distance
apart to benefit by any mutual support, in the event
of being attacked hefore a breeze sprang up. The
critical situation of these brigs being plainly seen
from Granville, which was not four leagues distant,
capitaine de vaisseau Louis-Léon Jacob, command-
ing the several divisions of the flotilla that were
assembled hetween Saint-Malo and Cherbourg,
resolved to send some gun-vessels to attempt the
capture of the british vessels.

Accordingly, on that same evening, as soon as it
grew dark, seven of the largest class of french gun-
vessels, armed each with three long 24-pounders
and an 8-inch howitzer, and amply supplied with
men and musketry, swept out of the port, under the
command of capitaine de frégate Soseph Collet.
On the 16th, at 2 h. 30m., they arrived within long
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range of the nearest brig, the Plumper, and opened !80s.
a fire upon her from their heavy long guns; taking ‘5x~
such a safe position, as they advanced, that the briis v
18-pounder carronades could only at intervals be
brought to bear upon them. In the course of half

an hour lieutenant Garrety, who, from the first, had
conducted himself in the bravest manner, had his
arm shot away ; but he continued, for some time, to g,
animate his men in repulsing the enemy. At length, render
at the end of an hour’s cannonade, from which she o
had greatly suffered in hull and crew, the Plumper per.
surrendered.

Having shifted their prisoners and manned the
prize, the French rested at an anchor, until the tide
turned again in their favour at 6 A.m.; when, accom-

anied by the Plumper, they weighed, and stood for

er late consort. At 8h. 45m. A.m. the seven french
gun-vessels and their prize commenced firing at the
Teazer; who, at 9 A. m., cut her cable, and, setting
all sail, tried to escape. But, the calm continuing,
the brig made little or no progress; and her oppo-
nents soon surrounded and captured her. The bri-
tish loss on this occasion has been noticed nowhere
but in the french accounts. By these it appears that
the two brigs had, including lieutenant Garrety, 17
men badly wounded, the greater part on hoard the
Plumper ; but, with respect to the killed, which pro-
bably amounted to four or five, no intelligence was
obtained. The loss on board the french gun-vessels
appears to have amounted to five men wounded, in-
c{:lding captain Collet ; who, on the afternoon of the
day on which he had captured them, entered Gran-
ville with his two prizes.

The time approaching for concentrating near
Boulogne the invading flotilla and the army it was
to transport, admiral Ver-Huell, about the middle of
May, became impatient to (luit Dunkerque with the
division of gun-vessels that lay at anchor in the road
and harbour. The majority of these he had himself,
in the latter part of April, conducted from Ostende,*

* See p. 444.
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and the remainder had since arrived, by three or
four at a time, as opportunity offered. The right
wing of the army, then encamped between Ostende
and Dunkerque, prepared to march; and marshal
Davoust, who commanded it, preferring a water-
Y}issage, embarked along with admiral Ver-Huell.

nfavourable winds prevented the latter from weigh-
ing ; nor did a change take place until towards the
middle of July: in the interim the marshal had dis-
embarked, and, with his corps, had marched for
Ambleteuse. On the 17th of the month, at 6 p. u,,
a light north-east wind enabled the dutch admiral to
put to sea (if keeping close along shore can bhe
called so) with the four prames, Ville-d’Aix, Ville-
d’Aunvers, Ville-de-Genéve, and Ville-de-Mayence,
and 32 first-class gun-vessels; the latter under the
command of two captains of the batavian navy, the
former of the french capitaine de frégate Bernard-
Isidore Lambour. The admiral, with great judg-
ment, formed his division into two lines, in such a
manner that all the vessels could fire together with
ease: two of the prames were placed in the centre
of the outer line, where the admiral himself com-
manded, and the other two at the extremities, which
were the stations assigned to the two dutch captains.
Several other gun-vessels were at Dunkerque, but
they, being of a smaller class, had retired nto the
harbour to escape the fury of the north-west gales.
Directions had been left by admiral Ver-Huell for
these gun-vessels to follow, in two divisions, as soon
as an cngagement should be seen to take place
between his division and the enemy.

Owing to the numerons banks and shoals off
Ostende and Dunkerque, the british squadron in the
vicinity, cousisting of the 20-gun ship Ariadne, cap-
tain the honourable Edward King, three or four ship-
sloops and bombs, and about as many gun-brigs, was
at anchor off Gravelines.  Ships loom large in thick
weather. 1t must have been owing to this, that the
French mistook the Ariadne, a ship not above a
third larger than either of the french prames, for
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“ un vaissean rasé,” and her companions (increased 1805.
in number as well as size) for * deux frégates, trois ;7
corvettes & trois méts, et neuf bricks.”®* At 6h.30m.
P.M. the Ariadne and squadron discovered the flotilla,
then dlust under way ; but the lightness of the wind
and the slow sailing of the prames so retarded its
progress, that its course was not clearly ascertained
until 7 h. 15 m. p. M.; when, instantly, the British cut
their cables and made sail, to meet the dutch ad-
miral. At 9h. 156m. p. . the Ariadne and one or two
of her nearest companions opened their fire upon the
flotilla; and, notwithstanding the shallowness of the
water, the obscurity of the night, and the incessant
cannonade maintained, both by the prames and gun-
vessels, and by the heavy batteries on the coast, the
Ariadne and her consorts succeeded in driving three
or four gun-vessels on shore, and in cutting away the
mainmast and damaging the rigging of the Ville-de-
Gentve, the rearmost prame. a’ith, however, such
fowerful support from the shore, and the aid of the
ong 24-pounders mounted by the prames, the bulk
of the flotilla, at 11 h. 30 m. p. M., came to anchor
in the road of Calais. The only british ship that ap-
ars to have sustained any injury was the Ariadne
erself: she had one sergeant of marines mortally,
one lieutenant of marines dangerously, and two sea-
men slightly wounded, and her rigging and sails a
good deal cut. Some loss must undoubtedly have
been incurred on the part of the flotilla, especially
on board the Ville-de-Gentve and stranded gun-
vessels, but none has been recorded.

The noise of the firing had caused a great bustle
among the shipping in the Downs; and, soon after
midnight, the 50-gun ship Trusty, captain George
Argles, 28-gun frigate Vestal, captain Stephen
Thomas Digby, and three ship-sloops, weighed and
. stood across towards Calais. On the 18th, at 4 a.m.,
the Vestal, outsailing the others, joined the Ariadne

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi, p. 76.
VoL, 1I, 26
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1805. and squadron; and in half an- hour afterwards the
\';.‘i;' British recommenced the action with the dutch
o, Hotilla and the batteries in front of Calais. After a
Digby two hours’ cannonade, in which the nines of the
o, Vestal stood a very poor chance aiainst the 36s and
24s of the forts and gun-vessels, the frigate, with a
corporal of marines mortally wounded, made the
signal to discontinue the action; and, with her com-
anions, bore away to the westward, where a spirited
ring had just commenced, and whither the Trusty

and sloops had already proceeded.

Will 1t be believed that the following passage
refers to the Vestal and squadron? “ Il y fut attaqué
le matin, avec aussi peu d’effet que la veille, par
dix-neuf bétimens, dont deux vaisseaux de ligne,
onze frégates, et six bricks”* So also it stands,
merely substituting ““cinq frégates, six grandes cor-
vettes,” for “ onze frégates,” in another french his-
torical work.+ These and other similar statements
were no doubt originally framed to exalt the flotilla
in the opinion of the country, or to serve some such
temporary purpose. How careful, then, ought the
historian to be in compiling his materials ; otherwise,
he unknowingly assists in propagating a falsehood,
not merely by the publicity of his work, but by the
sanction of his name.

Informed of the approach of the gallo-batavian
flotilla and of the attack made upon it, admiral La-
crosse, on the 18th, at 4 A, M., ordered several divi-
sions of gun-vessels to get under way from the road
of Boulogne, in order, by feigning an attack upon
the britis{l;l vessels at their anchorage, to operate a
diversion in favour of admiral Ver-Huell. The Tm-

Cart- mortalité, still commanded by captain Owen,} accom-
of panied by the 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Hebe,
x':;e‘ captain Macajah Malbon, 20-gun ship Arab, captain

" Keith Maxwell, and the remainder of the detached

* Précis des Evénemens, tome xii. p.44.
T Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi. p. 77.
3 See p. 331.
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squadron, immediately weighed from their station off 1805.
the port, and stood to meet the flotilla, many of the W
brigs of which had worked up abreast of Vimereux,
By the time the Immortalité and the leading ships
had got within gun-shot, 49 brigs and 64 luggers
were under way, and immediately the batteries and
the horse-artillery along the shore opened a fire upon
the british vessels ; but thesereserved their fire until
they could bestow it with more effect. At 4h. 30m.
A. M., having got within half a mile north-west of
Vimereux, the Immortalité, Hebe, Arab, and a few
other of the british vessels, commenced firing upon
the nearest french brigs; which latter, in a few
minutes, reanchored, in great confusion, close under
the batteries. Without having incurred any loss,
and no greater damage than a 9-pounder gun dis-
abled on board the Arab, the british squadron shortly
afterwards reanchored also, about five miles to the
north-westward of Boulogne, captain Owen havin
previously sent one or two gun-brigs to look out og‘
Caﬁe Grinez.

y way of ensuring to admiral Ver-Huell a safe
passage during the remainder of his short but some-
what hazardous voyage, marshal Davoust, who had
long been waiting for him at Calais, had strength-
ened with men and ammunition all the batteries on
the coast between Calais and Ambleteuse; one of
which only, that on the promontory of Cape Grinez,
mounted 55 pieces of heavi: cannon, besides six im-
mense mortars, placed on a high platform, and where,
from its importance as a point of attack, the general
of artillery, Lariboissiére, commanded in person.
This was not all. General Sorbier, commandant of
artillery, had been ordered, with a strong division
of flying artillery and long-range howitzers, “des
obusiers 4longue-portée,” to follow the flotilla along
the coast, and afford to admiral Ver-Huell the same
protection as formerly, when captain Hancock with
the Cruiser and Rattler gave so much annoyance to

262 :
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mainmast splintered and a part of the top and cross- 1805.
trees carried away by a shell. This ship also received ;.
several shot in the hull; one of which, or the frag-
ment of a shell, set fire to her on the goop, but the
flames were fortunately extinguished. By some of the
other shot that fell on board of her, the ship had seven
men wounded, two of them dangerously. The Arab
and Calypso rendered themselves conspicuous ob-
jects from the shore, as appears by the following

assage in one of the french accounts: “ Une

régate et un brick, serrant la terre, s’engagérent de
trés-prés. #

The Immortalité, followed by the Hebe, had, since

5 p.M., lay to between the end of the Banc a laine
and Cape Grinez; and even, when the former found
herself in a quarter less four, (scarcely half a fathom
more water than she drew,) her distance from the
flotilla was too great to do execution. The two fri-
gates thereupon bauled off and threw all aback, to
wait for the prames; who were ahead of the french
gun-vessels, and, along with the latter, warmly en- martee
gu.ged,as just related, by the Arab, Calypso, and gun- oy

rigs. Soon after 6 p. M. the Immortalité and Hebe,
being within about half a mile of the shore, and a
quarter of a mile of the prames, opened a brisk fire
upon the latter; which they and the batteries re-
turned with equal spirit, and, as might be expected,
with decidedly more effect. Two schooners, however,
were driven on shore : soon after which, or at about
7 p. M., the prames and remainder of the gun-vessels
ran in and anchored under the protection of the bat-
teries between the towers of Endreselles and Amble-
teuse. At about 7h. 30 m. p. M. the firing, in which
the 12-pounder 36-gun frigate Renommée, captain Re-
sir Thomas Livingstone, baronet, had latterly taken g,
a part, wholly ceased; and the british ships hauled
off to repair their damages.

The Immortalité had her foremast, main topmast,

* Précis des Evénemens, tome xii, p. 45.
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gers and schooners,) total 26, or rather, according 1805.
to the logs of several of the british ships, 34 sail. ).
At this time the british 22-gun ship Champion,
captain Robert Howe Bromley, gun-brigs Clinker cape.
and Cracker, lieutenants Nesbit Glen and William Brom-
Henry Douglas, and the Francis hired armed cutter, rl°
lay at anchor at the distance of little more than a c*=e
league north-north-east from the jettees of the har
bour. The british vessels were soon under way to
attack the flotilla; and at 7 a. m., the Champion com- .,
menced action with the two corvettes, and some of pion.
the heaviest of the gun-vessels. The latter presently
ran on shore under the batteries of Seuneville, and
the remainder of the flotilla hugged the coast so
closely, that the british vessels, in order to use their
carronades with effect, were compelled to approach
within range of the batteries. The consequence was,
that they were soon cut up in their hulls, masts, and
rigging ; but, in spite of all the obstacles they had
to contend with, the Champion and the two brigs,
icularly the Cracker, compelled the french cap- crack-
tain, at. about 10h. 30m. A.w™., to shelter himself ¢
under the batteries of St.-Valery en Caux.
What with the heavy long guns on board the
flotilla, and those mounted on the shore, the bri-
tish vessels were considerable sufferers. The Cham-
pion had all three masts, particularly her foremast,
wounded, her rigging and sails much cut, and several
large shot-holes in ier hull, very low down. The
Cracker received a large shot through her foremast,
which left it in a tottering state, and had her shrouds
and stays cut to pieces. The Clinker also received Clin-
some d ,and on coming out of action, had three ***
feet water in the hold. It appears, however, that
the Champion was the only vessel that sustained any
loss: she had two seamen killed, her boatswain
(severely) and two seamen wounded. The French
admit that several of their vessels were much da-
maged, and that they lost four men killed and 22
wounded, 11 of them dangerously. As soon as it
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amounted to 678, and the number of transports to 1805.
526, together 1104 vessels; and the total of the suy,
flotilla amounted to 1339 armed and 954 unarmed
vessels, making a grand total of 2293. These were
destined to carry 163645 men and 9059 horses,
including among the former 16783 sailors.*

The flotilla was separated into six grand divisions.
The first, under the designation of the left wing,
commanded by rear-admiral Jean-Francois Courand,
and stationed at the port of Etaples, was destined to
carry the troops. from the camp of Montreuil, com-
manded by marshal Ney; the second and third, -
called the left and right wings of the centre of the
flotilla, under the respective commands of rear-
admiral Daniel Savary and capitaine de vaisseau
Julien Le Ray, occupied the port of Boulogne, and
was destined to carry the troops from the two camps
to the right and left of the town, commanded by
marshal Soult; the fourth, named the right wing of
the flotilla, commanded by capitaine de vaisseau
Francois-Henri-Eugéne Daugier, occupied the port
of Vimereux, and was to carry the corps of marshal
Lannes, composed of sundry divisions of light in-
fantry, among which were those of the grenadiers of
the advance and of the reserve. The gallo-batavian
flotilla, assembled at the port of Ambleteuse, under
the command of vice-admiral Ver-Huell, formed the
fifth grand division of the expedition, and was to
carry the troops commanded E marshal Davoust,
The sixth or reserve division, lying in the port of
Calais, under the command of capitaine de frégate
* Charles L’Evéque, was destined to transport the
division of italian infantry, and several divisions of
dragoons, mounted and dismounted.

he first four grand divisions only had a regular
organization: each was separated into two portions,
called ¢ escadrilles;” and each of the latter was to
embark a division of the army, composed of four regi-

* See Appendix, No. 34.
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and North Sea fleets of England were away, were 1805. .
there no other ships to check the course of the flo- ave.
tilla? Let but a breeze have blown from any point 5,
of the compass, and innumerable frigates, - heavy ble re-
frigates too, sloops, bombs, gun-brigs, and cutters, &2 °f
would soon have been on the spot. No shoals or tempt
shore-batteries would then have interposed to prevent ;o
the guns of the British from producing their full effect, Chan-
The more numerous the french troops, the greater el
would have been the slaughter amongst them, the
greater the difficulty for the sailors to manceuvre the
vessels. Confusion would have ensued ; and the de-
struction or flight of a part of the flotilla would, in
the end, have compromised the safety of the remain-
der. Every hour’s delay would bave brought fresh
british vessels to assist in the general overthrow.
Admitting, however, that a considerable portion of
the flotilla overcame all these obstacles, and ap-
proached the british shore, was there nothing further
to dread? Were there really, as Napoléon fancied,
““no fortifications, no army”? The invaders would
have made the discovery, to their cost, the instant
they arrived within shell and shot range. As the
advanced nearer, they would have found the beac
already occupied by the van of an army composed
of soldiers, who, if they had not fought at “ Lodi,
at Zurich, at Héliopolis, at Hohenlinden, and at
Marengo,” were then fighting in England.

But, in the event of a calm, would he not suc-
ceed ? was a question frequently asked, as well by
those who wished, as those who dreaded, the inva-
gion. Calms in the British Channel are very uncertain:
they seldom continue more than 12 hours, and even
then may prevail at one part of the coast and not at
another. - Admitting that a calm existed at Boulogne
and the adjacent ports, some time would elapse ere,
under the most favourable circumstances, the flotilla
could make a start. It has done so, and the oars
begin to move: by this time, a boat from every bri-
tish ship that witnessed the preparationis half across
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me trouver pendant quinze jours maftre de la mer; 1805.
avoir cent cinquante mille hommes et dix mille che- T,,",f‘
vaux campés sur cette cote; trois ou quatre mille puons-
batimens de flottille, et aussitot le signal de l’arrivée parte's
de mon escadre, débarquer en Angleterre, m’empa- pianin
rer de Londres et de la Tamise.* The construction of ¥™is
the heavy prames, and the arming of the flotilla ge- tiua.
nerally, were intended for no other purpose than to
deceive the British into a belief, that Napoléon did

not contemplate the assistance of his fleet, and that,
therefore, the object of sending M. Villeneuve to the
West Indies ha(f really in view an attack upon some

of the british colonies: hence, the use of the few
troops embarked, especially when rumour had multi-

plied them fivefold, as Napoléon knew would be the
case. His own words prove that, in arming the flotilla
with cannon, he was only practising a ruse de querre
upon land. ¢ Si cinquante vaisseaux-de ligne,”
says he, 1n the same important document just quoted,

‘“ devaient venir protéger le passage de Parmée en
Angleterre, il n’y avait besoin d’avoir & Boulogne

gue des batimens de transport ; et ce luxe de prames,

e chaloupes canonniéres, de bateaux plats, de pé-
niches, etc.; tous batimens armés, était parfaite-
ment inutile. Si j’eusse ainsi réuni quatre mille ba-
timens de transport, nul doute que I’ennemi n’edt vu
que j’attendais la présence de mon escadre pour
tenter le passage ; mais, en construisant des prames
et des bateaux canonniers, en armant tous ces biti-
mens, c’étaient des canons opposés & des canons;
des bétimens de guerre opposés a des batimens de
guerre, et Pennemi a été dupé. Il a cru que je me
proposais de passer de vive force par la seule force
militaire de la flottille. L’idée de mon véritable
projet ne lui est point venue ; et lorsque les mouve-
mens de mes escadres ayant manqué, il s’est apercu
du danger qwil avait couru, Peffroi a été dans les
conseils de Londres, et tous les gens sensés ont

* Précis des Evénemens, tome xii. p. 315,
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Being in the constant habit of perusing, by the aid
of interpreters, the contents of the London news
gapers, apoléon must have seen, with a feelingf of
itter disappointment, the formidable preparations
that were making to resist his army on its landing:
those to obstruct the passage of the flotilla, he cared
less about, having, as already has appeared, no in
tention to make the attempt unless Eis fleets were

~ in the temporary possession of the Channel. Buone.

parte was not the first foreigner, who had reckoned
too much upon the grumbling character of the

lish: he did not consider that, although discon
tented with their government, they were extremely

* Précis des Evénemens, tome xii. p. 316.
1 O'Meara’s Napoléon in Exile, vol. i. p. 349,
1 Ibid. vol.il. p. 378.
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jealous of foreigners. He ought to have known 1806.
that, in such a case, a third party would experience avg,
much the same treatment, as proverbially follows
a similar interference in domestic disagreements:
the hitherto mutually opposed parties unite, heart
and hand, to expel the intruder. The treatment
which, at a subsequent period of his life, Napoléon
experienced from the english populace, tended,
owing to a misconception on his part, to strengthen
the opinion he had originally formed of the readi-
ness of the “canaille” to aid him in conquering
their country. There, again, he mistook the cha-
racter of the people. It was not love for his per-
son, which collected the crowds that flocked from
far and near to gain a sight of him : it was curiosity,
endemial curiosity, to behold a man who had com-

lled most monarchs but their own {o succumb to

im ; whohad governed, if not conquered, all Europe,
save the little insulated spot in whose power he then
was. If they forbore to upbraid or taunt him, it
was because he was their prisoner: if they treated
him with respect, and even with kindness, it was
because they felt some degree of awe in the pre-
sence of one who had been so mighty a potentate,
and commiserated his fallen greatness.

Intelligence of the battle between sir Robert Nero-
Calder and M. Villeneuve reached the french em- mes.
peror at Boulogne, between the 3d and 9th of®ures
August, probably about the 8th; and on the 11th hearing
he became acquainted with the arrival of the.com- gftir,
bined fleet at Ferrol. Buonaparte’s rage was most Calder's
violent, but it was of short duration. This extra- g, °"
ordinary man soon carved out work for his army.
The intelligent author of a french work now well
known in England has exhibited, in a single act of
Napoléon’s, arising out of the circumstances above
stated, a most extraordinary instance of his tran-
scendent genius. “ At the time I was writing this

sage,” (one in which M. Dupin has given it as
K§ opinion that, before any thing could be effected
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ducted according to the original design, day by day, 1805.
and league by league, all the way to Munich.” Be- Ay,
yond that capital the time alone underwent some
alteration; but the points were reached, and the
ensemble of the plan crowned with success. Such,
then, was the military talent of this man, not less
terrible to his enemies by the mightiness of his
genius, than to his countrymen by the severity of his
despotism.”* The truth of this anecdote is corrobo-
rated by the author of the Précis des Evénemens,
who states, that he himself also heard it related
by the comte Daru.t

On the 31st of August Buonaparte became ap-

rized of the departure of the combined fleet from

errol and Corunna, as he hoped, for Brest. * This
reanimated, in some degree, the hopes of the em-
peror; and on the 22d marshal Berthier, the minister
of marine, by Napoléon’s directions, writes thus to
general Marmont, the commander in chief of the
army of Holland: “ Je vous préviens, général, que
Pescadre de l’emPereur est partie du Ferrol le 26
thermidor (14 aout) avec I’escadre espagnole. Si
ces escadres combinées arrivent dans la Manche,
Pempereur fait de suite I’expédition d’Angleterre ;
mais si, par des circonstances de vents contraires, ou
enfin, par le peu d’audace de nos amiraux,} elles
ne peuvent se rendre dans la Manche, ’empereur et
‘roi ajournera ’expédition a une autre année, parce-
qu'elle n’est plus possible” The marshal then
directs the general to be ready, at a moment’s
notice, to disembark his troops, estimated at 20000,

* For the original passage see Appendix, No. 35.

1t Précis des Evénemens, tome xii. p. 118,

§ This reflection upon the admirals is only to be found in the
quotation from the letter contained in the text of M. Dumas:
(tome xii. p. 122:) it is wholly omitted in what purports to be
the entire copy inserted among the *“ Pidces Justificatifs.” We
may conclude from this, that the author made his extract from
the original, without reflecting upon the meaning or tendency
of the passage alluded to, but that, when he. or another for him,
came to transcribe the letters for the Appendix, the discovery was
made, and the offensive words omitted.

VOL. 1iI, 2H
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1805- and proceed with them to Mayence, &c.* In about

Avg.

Sept.

four days after the date of this letter the fatal news
arrives, that M. Villeneuve, having quitted Ferrol
with 29 sail of the line, had steered for Cadiz, in-
stead of the Channel, where the emperor and his
army had been so long anxiously expecting him.
Thus had the crisis arrived for adjourning the
expedition against England to another year. By
the end of August, the troops that had been en-
camped at Ostende, Ambleteuse, Boulogne, and
Montreuil, were making forced marches to the banks
of the Rhine. On the 4th of September the emperor
quitted Boulogne for Paris, having left orders with
rear-admiral Lacrosse to send out occasionally a
division of gun-boats to manceuvre, and to maintain
the utmost discipline and good order among the offi-
cers and men. The greater part, if not the whole,
of the gun-vessels at all the dépots but Boulogne,
were, in a short time, dismantles and laid up. It
was the intention of Napoléon to keep a body ef
troors encamped upon the heights of Boulogne,
vartly, in conjunction with the gun-vessels in the
asin and road, to deceive the British, but chiefly,as
it was a remarkably healthy spot, to have an army of
30000 or 40000 men ready to act on any emergency.
The operations against the remmnant of the flotils
were now confined to Boulogne; and, although i
September and November two attempts were made
to destroy the line of gun-vessels at anchor in the
road, the stormy state of the weather, in the last
case in particular, rendercd them both abortive,

BRITISH AND FRANCO-SPANISH FLEETS.

The declaration of war by Spain, followed up «
quickly as it was by the hurried equipment of ship
at all her principal dépéts in fulfilment of the secret
treaty which she had concluded with France,+ sw
assembled a british naval force upon the coasts of the
former. Off Ferrol, in which port lay, ready for ses,
five french and seven spanish sail of the line, ex

* Précis des Evénemens, tome xii. p. 334, 1 See P- 430.
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clusively of three of the latter fitting, cruised a british 1805.
squadron of seven sail of the line, under rear-admiral

the honourable Alexander Cochrane, in the Northum- Dispo-
berland 74. In Cadiz one french and seven spanish offran-
sail of the line were ready for sea, and four of the co-em-
latter equipping ; and in Carthagena, six spanish sail farce,
of the line were ready for sea. Off Cadiz was sta-
tioned a british squadron of five, and occasionally

six sail of the line, under vice-admiral sir John Orde,

in the Glory 98; and who, in conjunction with vice-
admiral lord Nelson, whom, with 10 sail of the line,

we left on the 31st of December cruising off Cape
San-Sebastian,* kept an occasional eye upon tEe

ships in Carthagena.

e junction of the six french and 20 spanish Subser-
sail of the line, ready for sea in Ferrol, Cadiz, and of
Carthagena, with the 11 french sail of the line, Frainte
also ready for sea in Toulon, was a preliminary step parte.
towards the final success of the grand design whicg
reigned the master-thought in the mind of him, who,
such was the mean subserviency of Spain, had the
whole 37 ships as much under his command, as if
the french flag waved at the peak of every one of
them. What efforts were made by the one party to
accomplish, and by the other to defeat, the important
object in agitation, will appear as we proceed in the
details upon which we are now about to enter.

Having detached the 38-gun frigates Active and Jan.
Seaborse, captains Richard Hussey Moubray and the
honourable Courtenay Boyle, to watch the port of
Toulon, lord Nelson on the 3d of January made sail
from his station off Cape San-Sebastian towards the rorce
Magdalena islands, and on the 11th came to at his inder
old anchorage in Agincourt sound. On the 16th the Nelson
Superb rejoined from Algiers; whither she had been
sent to arrange some difference with the dey. The
force of lord Nelson now consisted of 11 sail of the
line, with scarcely a frigate or sloop to detach for
intelligence.

* See p. 351,
2n2
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3_83_,5' On the 17th of January, early in the afternpon,

Ju. the french fleet, consisting of the following 11 sail of

sailing the line, seven frigates, and two brigs, commanded

e by vice-admiral Villeneuve, and having on board a

newve body of 3500 troops under general Lauriston, put to

Tomon S€a from the road of Toulon, with a strong wimr from
the north-north-west : -

gun-ship

[ Bucentaure .., captain Jean-Jacques Magendie.

. rear-adm. P.-R.-M.-E. Dumanoir-le-Pelley.

804 Formidable .. captain  Jean-Marie Letellier.

Neptune .... commod. Esprit-Tranquille Maistral.

( Indomptable  captain Jean-Joseph Hubert. .

[Annibal .... commod. Julien-Marie Cosmao-Kerjulien,

Mont-Blanc.. captain Guillaume-J.-Noél La Villegris.

Swiftsure. ... »» C.-E. L’'Hospitalier-Villemadrin.

74< Atlas ...... » Pierre-Nicolas Rolland.

Intrépide .. .. » Léonore Deperonne.

Scipion .... " Charles Berrenger. v

[ Berwick .... 9 Jean-Gilles Filhol-Camas. .

Frigates, Cornélie, Hortense, Incorruptible, Rhin," Siréné, Thé
mis, and Uranie. 1o

Brigs, Furet and Naiade. v,
By 5 p. m. the last french ship was outside Cape

Sepet; and at 6 h. 30 m. the advanced or reconmoi
tring division, consisting of two sail of the line and a
frigate, was descried by the british {rigates Active
and Seahorse. On the 18th, at 9h. 15 m., the frenck
advanced ships, still in sight, hauled their wind to
the northward, and the two british frigates did the:
same. At 4 p. m. the island of Polacross bore from
the latter north by west five leagues, and the wind

chase DOW blew a strong gale from west-north-west. At

g::"e 9 h. 45 m. the Seahorse, who was to-windward of-

borse. her consort, saw nine sail of the french fleet in the
north quarter, only three miles distant, and appa--
rently steering south. The frigate showed a light,
and immediately bore up; on which the enemy’s
advanced ship threw up two rockets. The Active
and Seahorse kept sight of the latter ship until 2 a. u.
on the 19th; and, by carrying a press of sail, were,
at 1 h. 50 m. r. M., sufficiently near to their friends

gvice-adm. P.-C.-J.-Bapt.-Silv. Villeneuve.
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fi’Agincourt sound, to make the distant signal of the

¢hémy’s being at sea.
'At'4 h. 30 m. p. m. lord Nelson weighed with the

following 11 sail of the line and two frigates:

guo-ship vice-adm. (w.) lord Nelson, K. B.
Victory ........ rear-adm. (b.) George Murray.

100{ captain Thomas MastermankHardy.

. rear-adm. (r.) sir R. H. Bickerton, bt.
Royal-Sovereign. . captain John Stuart.

80 Canopus ........ »»  John Conn.

. fSuperb.......... »  Richard Goodwin Keats.
Spencer ........ »»  hon. Robert Stopford.
Swiftsure........ ,» Mark Robinson.

74 Belleisle ........ »  William Hargood.

»; } Congueror ...... ,» Jsrael Pellew.
Tigre .......... » Benjamin Hallowell.
Leviathan ...... » Henry William Bayntun.
Donegal ........ »  Pulteney Malcolm.

Frigates, Active and Seahorse.’*

The fleet made sail for the passage between the
islands of Biche and Sardinia; a passage so narrow
that the ships had to proceed in line ahead, each,
except the Q’ictor who undertook to lead the fleet,
bejog guided by the stern-lights of her second ahead.
At & p. M. the Victory was clear, and at 7 p. M. every
ship-in her train. Lord Nelson then despatched
the - Seahorse round the southern extremity of
Serdinia, to look into St.-Pietro for the french fleet,
and: to return immediately. At 8 h. 30 m. p. M.
the: fleet, with now only one frigate attending it,
hore away along the island of Sardinia. On the
following day, the 20th, the vice-admiral appointed
the Spencer and Leviathan, as the two fastest-sailing
ships, to be a detached squadron ; directing captain
Stopford to keep on the Victory’s weather beam,
to be ready to act as occasion might require. Dur-
. ing- the latter part of this, and the whole of the
succeeding day, the fleet encountered very hard
gales from south-south-west to south-west; and, for

. * Lord Nelson was continually complaining to the admiralty of
the small aymber of frigates attached to his command.

1805.
—~
Jan.
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of Lord
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chase.
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a great part of the time, the ships were under their
storm-staysails. .

On the 22d, at 10 . m.,, the Seahorse rejoined,
having, on the preceding afternoon, been chased by
the french 40-gun frigate Cornélie, standing in for
Pulla. The gale was so heavy and the weather so
thick, that the Seahorse could not see the anchorage
either in that bay or in Cagliari, and, from the same
cause, lost sight of the french frigate in the night.
The Seahorse, accompanied by the Active, was sent
back to Cagliari, but no french ships were lying
there ; and a message to the viceroy and consul at that

ort, carried by the Active, and for a reply to which
ford Nelson waited off the island of Serpentina,
produced no better intelligence. The Seahorse was
then sent with despatches to Naples, and the Active
directed to cruise for three days to the eastward,
about five or six leagues from Serpentina, to speak
any british ship that might be in search of the british
admiral.

On the 25th, at noon, Cape Carbonara, island of
Sardinia, bore from the Victory north-north-east
half-east distant three and a half leagues; and on
the next day, the 26th, the 18-pounder 36-gun frigate
Phcebe, captain the honourable Thomas Bladen Capel,
joined company. On the 19th, at 4 p. m., when sail-
ing down the west coast of Corsica with a strong
west-north-west wind, the Pheebe discovered a dis-
abled line-of-battle ship, the Indomptable, one of
M. Villeneuve’s fleet, standing in for the land, under
courses only, having carried away her topmasts.
The frigate immediately hauled up towards, and at
4 h. 45 m. passed within hail of, the Indomptable,
who had previously hoisted french colours. Having
ascertained that the dismasted ship was an enemy’s
two-decker, bound apparently for Ajaccio bay, the
Pheebe did not, as it appears, make any attempt to
molest her, but bore up for the Magdalena islands,
where captain Capel expected to find lord Nelson. It
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was owing to this circuitous route that the frigate 1805.
was 80 many days in joining the fleet. oy
Having sent in all directions to gain information, , .
but without effect, lord Nelson continued his course Nelson
to the eastward, and at 3 . m. on the 29th rounded i2qule-
the island of Stromboli. As a proof that, in his
anxiety to overtake the enemy, lord Nelson had
passed a sleepless night, the following memorandum
appears in his diary : “ Stromboli burnt very strongly
throughout the night of the 28th.” His own per-
suasion was that the french fleet had gone to Egypt ;
and thither his lordship hastened, still detaching his
frigates, as fast as they joined, to gather what tidings
they could.

n the 4th of February the Canopus made the land Feb.
of Egypt. On the 7th the Tigre was sent into Alex-
andria; but the Turks had nothing to communicate, rival
and on the following day, the 8th, captain Hallowell of
rejoined the fleet. Lord Nelson, now half distracted, Fep
steered for Malta; on the 14th was within 100
leagues of it ; and in a few days afterwards received
from Naples intelligence of what had really he-
come of the french fleet. It had on the second da
after quitting Toulon, when crossing the gulf of
Lyons, encountered a violent gale of wind, which da-
maged several of the ships in their masts and rig-
ging, and drove them on the 20th, with the exception
of four, back to their port. The missing ships were
the Indomptable and Cornélie already mentioned
and the frigates Hortense and Incorruptible. The Retun
Cornélie, after sheltering herself at Genoa, reached French
Toulon on the 22d, as did the Indomptable in two fectte
days afterwards; but the Hortense and Incorruptible
remained out for six or seven weeks.

It was on the 14th of February, when about 100
leagues to the eastward of Malta, on his return to
Sardinia, that lord Nelson wrote his celebrated let-
ter to the first lord of the admiralty, (lord Melville,)
explaining why he had considered kgypt to be the
destination of the french fleet. ¢ Feeling as I do,”
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1805. he gays, “ that I am entirely responsible to my king
reb. and country for the whole of my conduct, I find no
Lora Mifficulty at this moment, when I am so unhappy.at
Nel- pot finding the french fleet, nor having obtained the
jeter Smallest Information where they are, to lay before
tolord you the whole of the reasoms which induced me to
ville, pursue the line of conduct I have done. I have con-
sulted no man, therefore the whole blame of igno-
rance in forming my judgment must rest with me. I
would allow no man to take from me an atom of m
glory had I fallen in with the french fleet, nor do
desire any man to partake of any of the. respon-
sibility. All is mine, right or wrong: therefore. I
shall now state my reasons, after seeing that Sam
dinia, Naples, and Sicily were safe, for believing that
Egypt was the destination of the french fleet; and
at this moment of sorrow, I still feel that 1 have
agted right. Firstly; the wind had blown from
north-east to south-east for 14 days before.they
-~ sailed: therefore they might, without difficulty, hewe
“gone to the westward. Secondly; they came. out
with gentle breezes at north-west and north-north-
west. Had they been bound to Naples, the most
natural thing for them to have done would have been
to run along their own shore to the eastward, where
they would have ports every 20 leagues of coast to
take shelter in. Thirdly; they bore away in the
evening of the 18th, with a strong gale at north-west
or north-north-west, steering south or south by west.
It blew so hard that the Seahorse went more than
13 knots an hour to get out of theirway. Desirable
as Sardinia is for them, they could get it without
risking their fleet, although certainly not o quickly
as by attacking Cagliari. However I left nothis
to chauce in that respect, and therefore went o
Cagliari. Having afterwards gone to Sicily, both
to Palermo and Messina, and thereby given encou-
ragcment for a defence, and knowing all was safe at
Naples, I had only the Morea and Egypt to look to.
For, although I knew one of the french ships was
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crippled, yet I considered the character of Buo- 1805.
naparte; and that the orders given by him on the ‘R,
banks of the Seine would not take into consideration
wind or weather. Nor, indeed, could the accident
of even three or four ships alter, in my opinion, a
destination of importance: therefore such an acci-
dent did not weigh in my mind, and I went first to
Morea and then to Egypt. The result of my in-
?uiries at Coron and Ai'exandria confirms me in my
ormer opinion; and therefore, my lord, if my ob-
stinacy or ignorance is so gross, I should be the first
to recommend your superseding me. But, on the
dontrary, if, as { flatter myself, it should be found,
that my ideas of the pro{)ahle destination of the
french tleet were well founded, in the opinion of his
majesty’s ministers, then I shall hope for the conso-
lation of having my conduct approved by his ma-
Jesty ; who will% am sure, weigh my whole proceed-
ings in the scale of justice.”’*

-On the 27th, in the evening, the british fleet,Lord
every ship of which, since the 21st of January, had at Ceg-
remained prepared for battle, without a bulkhead up 2"
might or.day, anchored in Pulla road, bay of Cagliari,
to water. On the 2d of March lord Nelson weighed, March.
but, owing to the severity of the weather, was com-
pelled to reanchor. The wind shifting in the course
of the night to north-north-east, the fleet reweighed at
dayhight on the 3d, and stood to the westward ; but
before noon the wind returned to the north-west, and
blew so strong, that the fleet had again to bear up
for Pulla. The morning of the 4th brought a return
of the north-east wind ; but scarcely haf the perse-
vering admiral tauken advantage of it, than it again
shifted to the north-west. Blowing moderately this
time, the fleet (some of the ships having anchored for
a few hours in the bay of Rouze) succeeded in work-
ing to the westward of the gulf of Palma; but, the

* Clarke and M‘Arthur, vol. ii. p. 397,
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1805. wind increasing to a heavy gale, the British were
Mavah, compelled, on the evening of the 8th, to run in there
for shelter. On the 10th, in the morning, after one
or two fruitless attempts to get out, the fleet weighed
with a fine south-east wind, and passed between the
island of Vache and the main; or rather, the Victory
and a few ships only went through this narrow chan-
nel, the remainder of the fleet passing on the outer
side of Vache.
Yord A continuance of fine weather brought into view,
of  on the morning of the 12th, the high land over Tou-
Cepe_lon; and on the 15th, in the evening, lord Nelson
bastian, gained his old winter station, a few miles to the
&.  eastward of Cape San-Sebastian. After detaching
the Leviathan off Barcelona, to induce a belief that
he was fixed on the coast of Spain, his lordship
worked back to the eastward, and on the evening of
the 25th arrived close off the west end of the island
of St.-Pietro. Onthe following day, the 26th,the wind
shifted from south-east to south-west, and enabled
the fleet, on the 27th, to anchor in the gulf of Palma,
where the victuallers and store-ships were- lying.
Junc- On the preceding day rear-admiral Thomas Louis
rear-_had joined in the 32-gun frigate Ambuscade, captain
dmirl William Durban, and now_ shifted his flag to the
Canopus; taking on board of her, in the room of
captain Conn, cz:lptain William Francis Austen, who
had accompanied the admiral from England. 'While
lord Nelson is provisioning and refitting his ships,
we will pay a visit to the harbour of Toulon.
Alscri-  Vice-admiral Villeneuve used the utmost despatch
Wi in refitting his ships. The Annibal, (late british
ting  Hannibal,) being found unserviceable, was replaced
fen™ by the new ship Pluton; to whom, at the same time,
the former transferred the whole of her officers and
men. A similar exchange took place between the
frigates Uranie and Hermione. As to the Incorrup-
tible, she had suffered so much from her action with

the Arrow, of which we shall hereafter give an
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account, as to be for the present laid up. The french 1805.
fleet therefore consisted of 11 sail of the line, six pgaren.

frigates, and two brigs,* and still retained on board

the 3500 troops under general Lauriston. The de- Depar-

ure of

arture of lord Nelson for the gulf of Palma enabled briktol

. Villeneuve, on the evening of the 29th of March, lencuve
to sail from Toulon road with the whole of his fleet ; cond
which, on clearing Cape Sepet, steered south-south- {=¢

west, with a moderate breeze from the north-east.
The wind on the following morning veered to
north-north-west, and, instead of increasing as had
been expected, fell considerably. Owing to this
the french fleet, during that and the succeeding day,
made very little progress, and on the afternoon of
the 8lst, Cape Sicie bearing north distant 10 or 12
leagues, was discovered and recognised by the
british frigates Active and Phoecbe. These ships
kept in sight of it until evening; when the Pheebe
bore up for the gulf of Palma, with a fresh breeze
at west-north-west, and the Active, in order to keep
company with the french ships, stood upon a wind
to the south-west, but, after dark, saw no more
of them. On the Ist of April, in the morning, a
ragusian vessel informed IVY. Villeneuve that, five
days before, she had seen the british fleet to the
southward of Sardinia. In consequence of this intel-
ligence, which was correct, the french admiral, who,
from previous information that lord Nelson was off
Barcelona, (a proof that the ruse with the Leviathan
had begun to take effect,) had intended to pass to the
eastward of the Balaric islands, was induced to alter
his course and pass to the westward of them. The
fleet accordingly kept close to the coast of Spain,
and on the 6th, in a calm, arrived off the port of Car-
thagena; where we will leave M. Villeneuve awhile,
to show what effect his activity had produced upon
the movements of him, to avoid whom was so prin-

* Their names will be seen at p. 468, omitting the Incorruptible,

and substituting the Pluton for the Annibal, and the Hermione for
the Uranie,
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cipal a point in the instructions given to the fremch
admiral. R

Wanting water for his ships, lord Nelson had,
on the 1st of April, removed from Palma to Pulla
bay; whence he had again sailed on the morning
of the 3d, steering to the westward, with a moderate
breeze at north-east. On the following morning,
the 4th, when a few leagues to the westward of the
island of Toro, the wind shifted to the north-north-
west; and at 8 A M., in the midst of hazy, unsettled
weather and drizzling rain, the Pheebe made- her
appearange in the offing, with the exhilarating signal,
that the french admiral was at sea. Cruisers/were'
instantly despatched in all directions ;. and, on the
supposition t.Eat the french fleet had coutinued . .its
cowrse to the southward, (as would -have been . the:

.case, had the ragusian vessel pot crossed.it,) the,

british fleet lay to all night, and, on the. morning of.
the 5th, was about midway between the coasts, f
L e,
After waiting in this narrow channel until the 7th,
the fleet bore up for Palermo, in order to cover
Sicily and the more eastern parts of the Mediter-
ranean, should the French have passed to the north.
ward of Corsica. Two more days having elapsed
without the slightest intelligence, lord Nelson, on
the 9th, being then off the western end of Sicily,
stood to the westward. Of this change of course
to the westward, Napoléon was for a long time un
apprized. Even so late as a fortnight afterwards he
sent a courier to M. Villeneuve, with informatioun that
lord Nelson was gone to Egypt; and, lest the latter
should learn that the french fleet had passed the
Straits, he ordered the inscrtion of a paragraph in the
dutch journals, to the effiect, that a trench fleet had
landed 6000 men in Egvpt; that the admiral had
made a feint of passing the Straits, but, in the night,
had returned unscen along the african coast, and
thereby deceived lord Nelson.*
* Précis des Evéncmens, tome xi, p. 231,
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The line-of-battle ships making but slow progress 1805.
against the westerly and north-west winds, lord Nel- ,n.
son despatched some light vessels in advance to Gib-
raltar and Lisbon. On the 16th, while the fleet was
beating hard against a strong westerly wind, to get
round the southern extremity of Sardinia, and ob-
tain a glimpse of Toulon, a neutral vessel informed
the Leviathan that the french fleet had been seen
on the 7th off Cape de Gata. This was quickly fol- Lo
lowed by intelligence that M. Villeneave had passed iearns .
the Straits on the 8th. The prevalence of strong i M.
southerly and westerly winds made it the 30th, ere neuve
lord Nelson got sight of the rock of Gibraltar; and '
about this time he beard that M. Villeneuve had the
been reinforced by some ships from Cadiz. There S*u*
being no possibility of passing the Straits with the
prevailing wind, and the fleet standing in great need Az-
of water and provisions, lord Nelson, on the 4th of in Ma-
May, anchoreg in Mazari bay, on the Barbary shore, ;2"
to water, and sent the Superb to Tetuan for cattle,
fruit, and vegetables.

* We will now see what is become of the object
of lord Nelson’s pursuit; of that which, as will
clearly appear by the following letter from his lord-
ship to captain Ball, at Malta, dated April 19, when
the fleet was buffeting with head winds, was the
principal source of his uneasy frame of mind. “ My Lord
good fortune, my dear Ball, seems flown away. INe-
camnot get a fair wind, or even a side wind—dead auxiety
foul! dead foul !—but my mind is fully made up what j2d i*-
to-do when I leave the Straits, supposing there is no state of
certain information of the enemy’s destination. [t
believe this ill-luck will go near to kill me; but, as
these are times for exertion, I must not be cast
down, whatever I may feel.” Inanother letter, of the
same date, to lord Melville, this extraordinary man
writes: “T am not nade to despair; what man can do
shall be done. I'have marked out for myself a decided
line of conduct, and I shall follow it well up, al-

though I have now before me a letter from the phy-
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1805. gician of the fleet, enforcing my return to England

Aprii, before the hot months. Therefore, notwithstanding
I shall pursue the enemy to the East or West Indies,
if I know that to have been their destination, yet, if
the Mediterranean fleet joins the Channel, I shall
request, with that order, permission to go on
shore.”#*

Returning to M. Villeneuve, while off Carthagena,
he sent a boat on shore, to offer his services and the
¥rotection of his fleet to the six spanish ships ready

Ofer for sea in the port; but rear-admiral Salzeco, having
Vitle. been ordered with his squadron on a different -ser-
newe yice, declined the junction. So says M. Villeneuve;
wct  but the spanish ambassador at Paris asserted, that
corwa-the refusal to join came from the french admiral
squud- Napoléon denies this roundly; adding, in his useal
foed energetic way: ‘ Mais que lamiral Villeneure,
passant par le détroit et ayant des craintes, edit re-
fusé le secours de six vaisseaux, un ambassadepr,
un homme sensé ne se laisse pas dire de pareilles
nigauderies.”+ .

On the evening of the 7th a fresh breeze sprang wp
from the eastward, (and yet at this very time lord
Nelson was plagued with gales from the westward,)
and the french admiral continued his cowrse towards

His  the Straits. On the 8th, at daylight, Gibraltar ap-
P the. peared in sight; and at noon the french fleet, formed
Straits. 1 two columms, with the frigates ahead, entered the
gut, causing alarm-guns to be fired from all points of
the rock. At 4 p. m. the French stood into the bay
of Cadiz, driving away vice-admiral sir John Orde
and his five sail of the line. Finding the wind to
blow strong off shore, M. Villeneuve anchored his
ships, having previously despatched the IHortense
frigate into the harbour, to apprize the Spaniards
of his arrival and quicken their movements.  In con-
sequence of this, the french 74-gun ship Aigle, cap-
tain Pierre-Paul Gourrége, ship-corvette Torche,
* Clarke and M‘Arthur, vol.ii. p. 104,
1 Précis des Evénemens, tome xi. p. 236.
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and brig-corvette Argus, accompanied by five out 1605.
of the following six spanish sail of the line and one gy,
frigate, having 1600 troops on board, sailed out of

the harbour and anchored in company with the
Toulon fleet :

b admiral don Frederico Gravi Junc
i on erico Gravina. unc-

so{Argonauta **** U rear-adm. don Antonio Escana. . :‘(‘]':ﬁ‘_’f

San-Rafa¥l .... commod. don Francisco Montez. rals

74 Firme ........ captain  don Rafa#l Villavicencio. Ville-
Terrible ...... » don Francisco Mondragon.  ncuve
64 America ...... »» don Darrac. :;':‘:_
Espana........ » don Monios., via.

On the 9th, at 2 A. M., the combined french and
spanish fleet, consisting of 17 sail of the line, (12
french and five spanish,) one spanish, and six french
frigates, one ship-corvette, and three brig-corvettes, sl

t under way, and steered a westerly course ; leav- om
ing the San-Rafaél, which had run on shore in coming =~
out, to follow to the rendezvous at Martinique, as
soon as she could be got off.

The discreditable practice, adopted by the french
emperor’s orders, of altering official despatches for
the purposes of deception, is nowhere more appa-
rent than in the published correspondence connected
with - this expetﬁtion. M. Villeneuve is made to nier-
say that he was joined by eight spanish sail of the fj=of
line from Cadiz, thus: “ Peu d'instans aprés, un parte’s
officier espagnol vint 4 mon bord, et m’annonca que ¥,
huit vaisseaux de S. M. C. et une frégate, sous les uter
ordres de S. E. 'amiral Gravina, allaient mettre sous piches
voiles ; et avant minuit je les vis sortir successive-
ment du port, et moui{ler en dehors”* On the
‘other hand, the Madrid Gazette, of April 13, gives
the correct number of ships, both french and spanish,
that joined M. Villeneuve; and so does Napoléon
himself, when writing confidentially to his minister
of marine: ¢ Il parait que cinq vaisseaux et une

frégate ont rallié¢ I'amiral Villeneuve ; qu’un sixiéme

* Mon. July 14, 1805,
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1805. avait touché, mais allait partir.”®* And yet mo

april. french writer, such is the permanent injury of dis-
torting historical facts, has been able to give a con-
sistent account of this transaction.

Scarcely had daylight on the 9th made its ap-
pearance, than the french admiral was constrained
to shorten sail for his spanish friends; and, to the
additional regret of M. Villeneuve, the wind, before
the close of the day, shifted to the westward. An
alternation of contrary winds and calms, coupled
with the indifferent sailing of one of the french (the
Atlas) and two or three of the spanish ships, made

May. it the 12th of May before the fleet arrived in sight
of the island of Martinique. In the course of the
following day, the 13th, the five spanish, and 11 of
the 12 french sail of the line, accompanied by the
seven frigates, (one of them spanish,) one ship-cor

Adni- vette, and three brig-corvettes, also by alarge store:

vile.  ship, and the late british ship-sloop Cyane, a. prize;
et anchored in the harbour of Fort-Royal, or, as named

Gravi- at the commencement of the republican d !

M. Fort-de-France, but not without having sustai

nique. in Eassing, a smart cannonade from the Diamond
rock.

In the course of the same night, it is believed, the
twelfth french line-of-battle ship (probably, from
her acknowledged badness of sailing, the Atlas) an
chored with her companions ; and on the 16th, early
in the morning, the spanish 80-gun ship San-Rafaél,
which had sailed from Cadiz on the 10th of April,
rounded Pointe-Saline. At 8 a. M. she hoisted s
g:': spanish ensign and pendant ; whereupon, by way of
Rafail decoy, french colonrs were displayed at the flag-
el the staff of the Diamond. At 9 a. y. the spanish ship,
mond  having unsuspiciously approached close under the
" lee of the rock, on “hi('L english colours had just

been substituted for (rench, received a fire as unex-

pected as it proved annoving. The San-Rafaél

* Précis des Evéncnens, tome xi. p. 220,

1 See p. 3o,
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qlickl{ t-her helm up, and, returning one inef- 1805,
fectual shot as she wore, hastened out of range, as May.
fast as the little wind would permit her; anchoring,
:ihe same afternoon, in company with M. Villeneuve's

eet.

A very different story from all this is told in the Forsed
publication which the Moniteur was compelled to in- patch
sert in the shape of a letter from M. Villeneuve, and i1 the
a translation of which, as of a document of undoubted teur,
authenticity, went the rounds of the english uews- &
P.pers. “ Le 19 floréal,” says this arrant piece of

orgery, “ me trouvant a4 la hauteur prescrite par
mes-instructions, j’ai, conformement a leur contenu,
remis @ I'amiral Gravina ses dépéches, et, sur le
signal qui en a été fait, six vaisseaux de S. M. C,,
deux frégates et deux bricks de S. M. 1., se sont
rangés sous son pavillon; nous avous été en vue le
reste de Ia seirée, mais le lendemain je n’en ai plus
de connaissance, et j’ai lieu de le croire rendre a sa
destination. Le 24, au point du jour, j’ai donné dans
le canal de Sainte-Lucie, et dans la journée je mou-
illai & la-Martinique, avec I’escadre que m’a confiée
8. M. et deux vaisseaux et une frégate espagnols.”
The number of french and spanish ships that en-
tered Martinique, as counted both from the Diamond
rock, and .the Triton west-indiaman which lay in
Basse-Terre road, Sainte-Lucie, agrees exactly with
the statement as we have given it. But, it being
P. M. when the ships passed, the two accounts are
dated, according to log-time, on the 14th instead of
on the 13th of May. That the last is the correct
date appears, not only from the above letter, (there
being no interest to deceive in that particular,) but
from an entry in the role d’équipage of the french
ship Formidable, to which we have had reference.

Even french historians were led into error by the
Moniteur’s forgeries : ‘“ L'amiral Gravina,” says
M. Dumas, ¢ ne se sépara poiut de lui (Villeneuve)
pour remplir unie mission particuliére, et c’est encore
un fait que nous devions rétablir; il mouilla a la

VOL. Il 21
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1805. Martinique avec le reste de la flotte combinée et né
Muy. la quitta point : ceci doit servir d’erratum au pre-
mier paragraphe de la page 131, ol, trompés

divers rapports officiels, nous avions dit que I’amiral
Gravina, aprés s’étre détaché de la flotte combinée
pour porter des secours & Porto-Rico et a la Havane,
était venu la rejoindre a sa station aux iles du
Vent.”* The object of all this fraud was evidently
to induce the british government to weaken still
more the force in the Channel, by detaching a
greater number of ships to the West Indies; and

that object, we believe, was partly accomplished.
Lord Nelson, whom on the 4th of May we left
refitting his fleet in Mazari bay,} was enabled,
early on the 5th, by the emulation and activity of
those he commanded, and by a sudden change of wind
to the eastward, to weigh and make sail to the west-
ward. Such, indeed, was lord Nelsoi’s haste to get
away, that the Superb was recalled from Tetuan,
just as the cattle and other refreshments for the
fleet were being brought down to the beach ; and
which, in consequence, the ship was obliged to leave
behind. On the 7th, at 2 p. M., a failure of the
breeze obliged the Victory and some of the other
ships to aunchor in Rozia bay, Gibraltar. 1In the
course of the afternoon rear-admiral sir Richard
Depar- Bickerton, who was to be left as the commanding
Lord officer in the Mediterranean, shifted his flag from
Helson the Royal-Sovereign to the Amfitrite (late spanish)

Gior frigate ; and, a fine easterly wind now again spring-
e ing up, lord Nelson, at 6 ». M., weighed and stood
through the Straits.

It had been his lordship’s intention, on the sup-
position that the French were bound to Ireland, to
have proceeded to a spot about 50 leagues to the
westward of Scilly; but some intelligence, of an
undoubted character, pointing to the West Indies
as the real destination of the combined fleet, lord

* Précis des Evénemens, tome xii. p.417.

T See p.477.
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Nelson resolved, at every risk of professional cen- 1805.
sure, to follow it thither. That information was ‘Wa.
derived from rear-admiral Donald Campbell, (by
birth a Scotchman,) of the portuguese navy, well Tee
known to lord Nelson, from having previously fuese
served under him, and from having, on a former ™. |
occasion, rendered some essential service to the Camp-
British. For his visit to the Victory, rear-admiral !
Campbell appears to have suffered most severely.
Notwithstanding the rigid secresy observed by lord
Nelson, the spanish naval commander in chief at
Algeziras got hold of the circumstance, and made a
formal complaint against the rear-admiral. This
brought down the vengeance of the french ambas-
sador at the court of Portugal, and rear-admiral
Campbell was laid upon the shelf. *

On the 10th, in the evening, the fleet anchored in Lord
Lagos bay, to clear some transports which had been iy Lo
left there by sir John Orde, when the latter re- g
treated from before M. Villeneuve. Having, in the
course of the night, by extraordinary exertions,
completed his ships to five months’ provisions, lord
Nelson, at 9 A. m. on the 11th, weighed and sailed
out of the bay. The expected arrival from England
of a fleet of transports, with 5000 troops on board
under general sir .ll’ ames Craig, induced Eis lordship
to wait awhile off Cape St.-Vincent; and on the
12th, in the afternoon, the Queen 98, rear-admiral
Kbnight, and Dragon 74, captain Edward Griffiths,
with their valuable charge, joined company. In
order to afford to the convoy an additional protection
in its passage through the Straits, lord Nelson de-
tached the Royal-Sovereign ; and, with his remain-
ing 10 ships of the line and three frigates, namely,
the Victory, Canopus, Superb, Spencer, Swiftsure,
Belleisle, Conqueror,+ Tigre, and Leviathan, and

* Clarke and M‘Arthur, vol. ii. p. 406.

1 For this ship a contemporary has substituted the Excellent,
captain Frank Sotheron, left by lord Nelson in Naples bay. See
Brenton, vol. iii. p, 429.
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1805. Amazon, Décade, and Amphion, crowded sail to
?{;" the westward, in chase of an enemy’s fleet which, he
knew, consisted of 18 ships of the line, and at least
Depar. treble his number of frigates. One of the british
Lora . Ships too, the Superb, not having been in a home-
Netson port since the 16th of January, 1801, was in a very
west crazy state; and it was only upon the urgent solicita-
Indies. tion of captain Keats, that the Superb was allowed
to make one in the pursuing fleet.
Lord Nelson has been accused of rashness, in
being so eager to engage a force nearly double his
own; but it should be recollected, that he fully ex-
pected to be joined, on reaching Barbadoes, by six
His sail of the line. During his passage to the West
Penof Tndies, lord Nelson prepared a plan of attack, to be
adopted in case he should overtake the enemz’s
fleet. The plan met the general approval of his
officers; but we cannot discover by 1t, whether the
vice-admiral contemplated a meeting before or after
the expected reinforcement.*
On the 15th of May the british fleet made Ma-
deira; and on the 29th the Amazon was sent on to
Barbadoes, to enable rear-admiral Cochrane to have
his ships ready for the cxpected junction. On the
June: 3d of June lord Nelson gained, for the first time,
His certain intelligence that the combined fleet was in
telli- the West Indies; and on the 4th he anchored with
gence his squadron in Carlisle bay. Here he found rear-
vined admiral Cochrane, with only the Northumberland
feetin and Spartiate 74s, his remaining four ships having
Indics, been detained by rear-admiral Dacres at Jamaica.
tnd . An unfounded report, circulated, no doubt, on pur-
less  pose to mislead, that the enemy was bound to To-
to'r. bago and Trinidad, induced the vice-admiral to
nidad. receive on board his ships 2000 troops under ge-

neral Myers, and to proceed with them, on the

morning of the 5th, towards those two islands. On

* That plan, being the work of an acknowledged proficient,
may with propriety be transcribed into these pages. It will there-
fore be found at No. 36 of the Appendix.
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the 7th, when in the gulf of Paria, the British dis- 1805.
covered that they had been misled ; and, although iy
so far to-leeward, the fleet arrived on the 9th, off
Grenada. Here lord Nelson received accounts that

the enemy had passed the island of Dominique on

the 6th, steering to the northward. Having, on the Lod
morning of the 13th, reached Antigua, the british sils
fleet there disembarked the troops; and at noon fom
the same day, taking with him the Spartiate, captain gua on
Fraucis Laforey, but leaving the Northumberland }isre
to remain as rear-admiral Cochrane’s flag-ship onEurope
the station, lord Nelson, with 11 sail of the line,
stood to the northward ; not absolutely in pursuit of

an enemy, whose force he knew to consist of at least

18 sail of the line, but in the hope, by a superior
knowledge of tactics, to reach the shores of Europe
before him.

In one of those unreserved conversations which His in-
he occasionally held with his captains when visiting i e
him on board the Victory, lord Nelson is represented ofver-
to have said, in reference to the object which had the -
drawn him so far from his station: “I am thankful o=
that the enemy has been driven from the West-India gect.
islands with so little loss to our country ;” (alluding
to the capture of the Antigua convoy;) *“1I had
made up my mind to great sacrifices, for I had de-
termined, notwithstanding his vasi superiority, to
stop his career, and to Vput it out of his power to do
any further mischief. Yet do not imagine I am one
of those bot-brained people who fight at immense
disadvantage, without any adequate object. M
object is partly gained. If we meet them, we shal)i
find them not less than 18, I rather think 20, sail of
the line; and therefore do not be surprised if 1
should not fall on them immediately. We won’t

art without a battle. I think they will be glad to
I::t me alone, if I will let them alone ; which I will
do, either till we approach the shores of Europe,
or they give me an advantage too tempting to be
resisted.”* And yet the two writers, from whose

* Clarke and M‘Arthur, vol. ii. p.413.
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1805, work this extract is taken, seldom indulge in their

June. OWn remarks without making a perfect braggadocio
of their hero. Mr. Southey is nearly as bad as mes-
sieurs Clarke and M‘Arthur. Much, indeed, has
the memory of this great man suffered by the over-
weening zeal of his biographers.

On the very day, June 9th, on which lord Nelson
arrived off the island of Grenada, Napoléon, writing
from Milan, says: ¢ Je suis d’opinion, cependant,
que Nelson est encore dans les mers d’Europe. Le

Napo- Sentiment le plus naturel est qu’il devrait étre rentré
lon's en Angleterre pour se ravitailler et verser ses équi-
rance pages sur d’autres batimens; car ses vaisseaux ont
of lord Besoin d’entrer dans le bassin, et son escadre peut
son's €tre considérée comme étant en trés-mauvaix état.”?
move- The latter part of this statement was true enough,
but Napoléon did not seemingly reflect what might
be done by such a man as Nelson. The velocity, as
well as the direction, of the british admiral’s move-
ments had quite outstripped the french emperor’s
calculations.
M. That M. Villeneuve was not, in reality, with 18
vive. sail of the line running from 11, is natural to suppose;
notre- and yet many persons, both in France and England,
ing . have thought otherwise. Nor, indeed,could the french
from admiral’s departure from Martinique have had auwy
Nelson POssible reference to the arrival of the british ad-
miral at Barbadoes, owing to the simple fact, that
the two occurrences took place on the same day.
M. Villeneuve’s instructions, as well as we can
collect what they were from the mass of orders
and counter-orders which issued on the subject,
may afford us some clue to the french admiral’s
procecdings.

In the published correspondence between the
emperor Napoléon and his minister of marine, 8
break occurs of nearly seven months, from Septem-
ber 29, 1804, to April 14, 1805. As, in the interim,

the Toulou fleet had twice sailed,and the last time had

* Précis des Evénemens, tome xi. p. 267.
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got fairly to sea, this hiatus happens rather inop- 1808.
portunely. Coupling the April and September in- jors.
structions, however, we may gather, that M. Ville-
neuve was neither to detach ships to take St.-Helena, jcons
nor, with the aid of the Rochefort squadron, himself instruc-
to capture Surinam and the other dutch colonies in t
the Antilles;* but that, on being joined by the Vil
Spaniards, he was to proceed straight to Marti-
nique, and, with the 5100 men on board the com-
bined fleet, capture Sainte-Lucie, if not already
taken by the Rochefort squadron; leave a garrison
there, and, if necessary, strengthen the garrisons of
Dominique, Martinique, and Guadeloupe, the two
latter of which had already, the one 1500, the other
1600 troops. He was then to wait a month in the
Antilles, in order to afford vice-admiral Ganteaume
an opportunity of joining with his 21 sail of the live ;
and, to make the intervening time pass profitably as
well as pleasantly, he was to do all possible injury
to the enemy, “faire tout le mal possible a4 Penne-
mi.” The governor-generals of Martinique and of
Guadeloupe, vice-admiral Villaret Joyeuse and ge-
neral Enouf, were to lend their aid, and, if necessary,
a portion of their respective garrisons, towards the
furﬁlment of this object. The want of provisions in
the fleet, or of unanimity in the council, or some
other unexplained cause, kept M. Villeneuve’s ships
in the harbour of Fort-Royal until the latter end
of May; when two of the 74s moved out to attack
the Diamond rock, which, with its sloop’s company
of officers and men, still persisted to fire at and
annoy every french vessel that passed within range
of its heavy cannon.

The expedition destined to retake this very ha- Expe-

. . . . . dition
rassing and not informidable ¢ king’s ship,” con- o re-

sisted of the Pluton and Berwick 74s, 36-gun frigate itke
Sireéne, 16-gun brig-corvette Argus, Fine armed mond

schooner, and 11 gun-boats, under the orders of com- k-

. * See p. 350.
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1805. modore Cosmao of the Pluton, having on board frem
Sa~300 to 400 troops of the line commanded by chef
d’escadron Boyer. On the 29th of May, at 5 ‘h.
30 m. p. M., the expedition sailed from Fort-
Royal. By the morning of the 30th the ships had
not made much progress; but on the 3lst, at day-
break, they were far to-windward of the rock, and-at
7 A. M. bore down towards it. The Diamond had
been blockaded ever since the arrival of the com-
bined fleet at Martinique: therefore captain Maaurice,
when he saw commodore Cosmao’s squadron sail out,
anticipated its destination, and prepared accordingly.
Ausck  Considering it impossible to defend the lower
wdt works against such a force as was approaching,
recap- captain Maurice abandoned them, spiking the two
tore o guns, drowning the powder, and cutting away the
mond Emnch from the landing place. At 8 a. . the shi
opened their fire; whicE was returned by Hood’s
" battery and Fort-Diamond, the one being the 24
pounder about midway up the rock, the other the
two 18-pounders on its summit. The ships bom-
barded the rock during the 3lst of May and 1st of
June, and until 4 h. 30 m. p. M. on the 2d ; when cap-
tain Maurice, having, as he states, “but little powder
left, and not a sufficient quantity of ball-cartridges
to last until dark,” threw out a flag of truce. At
p. M. the Fine schoouner hoisted a similar flag ; and
terms honourable to the garrison, which consisted of
107 officers and men, were agreed to the same
evening.
French In their defence of this extraordinary post, the
of their British sustained a loss of only two men killed, and
success one man wounded.  The chef d’escadron Boyer enu-
merates the loss of the french troops, from a hasty
calculation,” at about 50 in killed and wounded.
Captain Maurice considers the loss of the French,
who landed at the foot of the rock, to have amounted
to at least 30 men killed and 40 wounded, exclusively
of the loss sustained on board the ships and boats.
Three guu-boats and two rowing boats are stated to



."LORD NELSON AND M. VILLENEUVE. 489

have-been entirely lost. On his subsequent trial by 1805.
court-martial, captain Maurice was not only most 5.0
honourably acquitted for the loss of the Diamond
rock, but highly complimented for his firm and
determined behaviour.
On the 1st of June, while the governor-general,
general Lauriston, admirals Villeneuve and Gravina,
and ‘a number of other officers, were inspecting the
Diamond rock from the contiguous shore, the french
40-gun frigate Didon, captain Pierre-Bernard Milius,
arrived from Guadeloupe; bringing, along with
fresh instructions from Napoléon, intelligence that
two french 74s had arrived at that island as a rein-
forcement to the combined fleet. The Didon had
sailed from Lorient on the 2d of May, with dupli-
eates of the instructions, with which, on the day
revious, rear-admiral Magon, with the two new
4.gun ships Algésiras, captain Gabriel-Auguste
Brouard, and Achille, captain Gabriel Denieport, Design
bad sailed from Rochefort. In those instructions z:p.",:,
Napoléon directs that vice-admiral Villeneuve and inWest
‘general Lauriston, having now, with the 2100 troops naies
composing (see p. 487{ the united garrisons of
Martinique and Guadeloupe, the 3400 carried
" out by rear-admiral Missiessy, the 5100, including
Spaniards, in the combined fleet, and the 840 on
board rear-admiral Magon’s two ships, upwards of
11400 men, do take St.-Vincent, Antigua, Grenada;
‘¢ et pourquoi ne prendrait-on pas la Barbade ?”
Certainly, there was no reason why, among the
« ten Windward islands, including Tobago and
Trinidad,” Barbadoes alone should escape free. To-
o, having been a french island, was not to be
ill-treated, but such of the other english colonies, as
it might not be convenient to retain, were to be
stripped and pillaged ; thus : * Il ne faudrait point
ma.ll:raiter Iile de Tobago, parcequ’elle est fran-
caise ; mais pour les autres colonies anglaises qu’on
jugerait devoir abandonner aprés les avoir occupées,
on pourrait en tirer la moitié des noirs, lever une
contribution sur les habitans, en o6ter Partillerie, et
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1805. yendre les noirs 4 la Martinique et & la Guades
Sor” loupe.” #
aving done all this, and waited in the Antilles
for the Brest fleet 35 days from the day of receiving
his despatches, vice-admiral Villeneuve was to pro-
ceed straight to Ferrol, to carry into effect, in the
way already explained,} the ultimate object of the
expedition ; and, compared to which, in the eyes of
Napoléon, the capture and pillage of the british
Woest-India islands was mere child’s play.
De- On the 4th of June the combined fleet, composed
Prom: of the same vessels with which it had anchored,
bined except the Santa-Madalena, Torche, Naiade, and
fom Cyane, and having on board, in addition to the
M- troops it had brought out, a portion of the garrison
" of Martinique, set sail from the harbour of Fort.
Royal, steering a northerly course. On the same
or following day the two 74s, Algésiras and Achille,
which had arrived at Guadeloupe on the 29th of the
greceding month, and had sailed again on the 2d of
une in search of the admiral, effected their junction.
On the 6th M. Villeneuve lay to off the road of
Basse-Terre, and received on board his fleet a por-
tion of the garrison of Guadeloupe.

Thus reinforced, the french admiral, with his 20
sail of the line, seven frigates, and two brigs, passed
to-windward of Montserrat and Redundo, aud to-lee-
ward of Antigua, with what precise ohject in view
has never been satisfactorily explained. However
concealment or a distortion of facts might suit the
policy of Napoléon, it was aiming a deadly blow at
the reputation of his officers to make their public
letters the channel of his falsehoods. In M. Ville-
neuve’s letter of 8 thermidor, (26th of July,) pub-
lished in the Moniteur of August 11,a void occurs
between the day of his departure from Martinique,
“le 16 prairial,” or 4th of June, and that on which
he made Cape Finisterre,“ le 21 messidor,” or 9th

* Précis des Evénemens, tome xi. p. 234.
T See p. 435.
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of July. Not a word is there about the junction of 1808.
the two 74s, or the abstraction of the colonial gar- Sy
risons; a tolerable proof that one or more important
paragraphs had been suppressed.

On the 8th, having doubled Antigua, as if with the Cap- .
real intention of operating among the british islands, b %
M. Villeneuve received intelligence from an american tih
schooner, that in the north-north-east he would find “"" "
a british homeward-bound convoy, which had sailed
the day previous from that island. Chase was
immediatery given; and before night the franco-spa-
nish fleet overtook 16 sail of merchant vessels, under
the protection of the british 28-gun frigate Barba-
does, captain Joseph Nourse, and 14-gun schooner
Netley, lieutenant Richard Harward. The two men
of war effected their escape; but the merchantmen,
valued with their cargoes at five millions of francs,
were captured. The prizes were given in charge
to the Siréne frigate, with orders to escort them to
Guadeloupe, and rejoin the fleet off the Western
Islands.

Scarcely had the frigate and her rich convoy Ville-
g’arted company, than a rumour reached admiral gein-

illeneuve, derived no doubt from some of the pri- telli-
soners, that lord Nelson had arrived in the West fat
Indies in search of him. Smarting under their lor
heavy losses, and suspecting from the troops on wasin
board, that the combined fleet, even yet, was des- Pyruit
tined to act against some of the british colonies,
(nearly the whole of which, according to a french
writer, had drawn up the capitulations they meant
to propose to M. V‘i)lleneuve, and counted out the
sums of money they could afford to J)ay him for their
ransom,*) the merchant-masters did, most probably,
exaggerate the british force under lord Nelson, In
th:%mpe to drive the french admiral back to Europe.

If 80, the plan produced its effect ; for, on the 9th itsim-
or 10th, all the troops which had been withdrawn Pgra™
from Martinique and Guadeloupe were precipitately
embarked on board the Hortense, Didon, Hermione,

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi. p. 1%1.
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and Thémis frigates, with orders to captain: La-
Marre-la-Meillerie, of the Hortense, the senior
officer, to disembark them at the last-named island,
and then to rejoin the fleet at the appointed rendez
vous.

That, in acting thus, the french admiral was but
obeying his orders, is to be inferred from the fact,
that Napoléon anticipated that M. Villeneuve would
return straight to Europe on learning that he was
pursued. “ Je haterai mon arrivée (4 Boulogne)
de quelques jours, parce que je pense que l’arrivée
de Nelson,” (whose force he in another place states
at “ dix seuls vaisseaux,”) “ en Amérique, pourrait
pousser Villeneuve a partir pour le Ferrol.”* . The
only act, for which Napoléon blamed M. Villeneuve,
was for not leaving at Martinique and Guadeloups
the troops which the fleet had carried out. In his
pet, at the partial failure of his projects, the french:
emperor did certainly attribute this omission on the
part of M. Villeneuve, to fright, “ épouvante,” at the
rumour of his being pursued; but, at a subsequent
day, when the thoughts of invading England bhad
long ceased to agitate his breast, Buonaparte frankly
admitted that Villeneuve was a brave man.t+

On the 26th of June, when, having executed their
mission, they were returning to the fleet, the Didon,
Hermione, Hortense, and Thémis fell in with the
Siréne and her valuable charge; and that but a short
distance to-windward of the spot whence the latter
had made sail 17 days before. Coupling the time al-
ready lost with the time it would still take to get a
fleet of dull-sailing merchantmen so far to-windward
as Guadeloupe, captain La-Marre-la-Meillerie deter-
mined to bear up with them for Porto-Rico. On
the following day, the 227th, when about 180 miles
to the north-east of Barbuda, the british 18-gun ship-
sloops, Kingtisher, captain Richard William Cribb,
and Osprey, captain Timothy Clinch, appeared in

* Précis des Evénemens, tome xi. p. 282.
1 See O'Mcara's Napoléon in Exile, vol. i. p. 57.
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sight to-windward, and were chased by the french 1805.
frigates. In making sail to escape, the two sloops Jome,
hosted signals and fired guns, as if to a fleet ahead.
This had the desired effect. The chasing ships im-
mediately bore up; and, in a very little time, the
whole 10 merchant vessels, with all the rum and
sugar and coffee on board, were in flames. A french
writer confirms the fact ; calling by mistake the two
sloops “ frigates,” and seeming to be unapprized of
the ruse that was practised.*
-On the 30th of June, when about 20 leagues to
the north-east of the island of Corvo, the northern-
most of the Azores, M. Villeneuve was rejoined by
his five frigates. On the same day the Didon cap-
tored and g::mt an english privateer, of 14 guns and
49 men. On the 3d of July the fleet recaptured the suly.
late spanish galleon Matilda, with treasure on board c,,.
to the estimated value of from 14 to 15 millions of tureof
francs; and at the same time captured the privateer, priva-
the Mars, of Liverpool, who had made prize of the t«r.
%alleon, and was conducting her to an english port. recap-
he privateer was set on fire, and the gaﬁeon taken fureof
in tow by the Siréne frigate. Nothing further of prize.
consequence happened to the combined fleet until
it arrived off Cape Finisterre on the 9th of July;
on which day a violent gale of wind from the north-
east carried away the main topmast of the Indompt-
able, and otherwise slightly gamaged some of the Adm.
ships. The wind moderated, but continued to blow Yille-

. neuve
from the same adverse quarter, until a day or two of

before the22d ; when, along with a favourable change Sr¢.
of wind, occurred an event, the account of which had terre.
best be deferred till we have brought up the pro-
ceedings of the chasing fleet.

After quitting Autigua on the 13th of June,}
lord Nelson, still with no more than his own dis-
cretion for a guide, hastened towards Europe, and
on the 17th of July came in sight of Cape St.-Vin-
cent; “ making,” observes the admiral iu his diary,

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi. p. 128. 1 See p. 465,
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“ our whole run from Barbuda, day by day, 8459
miles. Our run from Cape St.-Vincent to Barba~
does,” he adds, “was 3227 miles; so that our rua
“bhack was only 232 miles more than our run out,
allowance being made for the difference of the latic
tudes and longitudes of Barbadoes and Barbuda ;
average per day 34 leagues wanting nine miles.”
On the following day, the 18th, being on his way to
Gibraltar for provisions for his fleet, lord Ne
fell in with vice-admiral Colhngwood with the
Dreadnought 98 and two other sail of the line;
but who had not the slightest information to com-
municate beyond what his own sagacity, and that
was of no common kind, suggested. Vylce-adxmral
Collingwood considered the voyage to the West
Indies in the right point of view, merely as a means
of drawing off the british force from the Channel, te
admit of an attack upon Ireland ; and, it will be re-
collected, a disembarkation on Ireland was one of
the preliminary steps in Napoléon’s plan.*

On the 19th of July the british fleet anchored m
Gibraltar bay; and “on the 20th,” says lord Nelson
in his diary, “ I went on shore for the first time
since June 16, 1803, and from having my foot out
of the Vl(,ton two years wanting 10 davs.” On the
22d the fleet weighed and stood across to Tetuan
to water, anchoring at 8 p. M. in Mazari bay. On
the 24th, at noon, the fleet again got under way and
steercd for Ceuta, and remained during the night in
the gut, with variable winds and a thick fog. On
the 25th the 18-gun ship-sloop Termagant, captain
Robert Pettet, from England, joined, with informa-
tion that the bng-sloop (urleux, on her way home
with lord Nelsows despatches, had, on the 19th of
June,t in latitude 33° 12" north, lougltude 58° west,

* Seep.315; also a letter from vice-admiral Collingwood to
lord Nelson on this subject, Appendix, No. 37.

1 Both Southey in his, and Clarke and M‘Arthur in their, * Life
of Nelson,” make this the 19th of July; a serious mistake. See
p- 437.
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fallen in with the combined fleet, steering, at first, 1505,
north by west, but afterwards north-north-west. —~
This intelligence, stale as it was in being communi-
cated five weeks after it bore date, was the earliest,
of a positive nature, which the vice-admiral had
received.

After passing the Straits, lord Nelson bore away to
the westward, and then proceeded off Cape St.-Vin-
cent, to be ready to steer more northerly as circum-
stances might direct. On the 3d of August the fleet Aug.
was in latitnde 39° north, longitude 16° west, with
light northerly airs. By his acuteness, lord Nelson,
about this time, extracted from a log-book, found b
an american merchant ship on board a vessel whic
had been set on fire and abandoned, but not de-
stroyed, some far from unimportant information.
The circumstances, as related by each of lord Nel- Anec-
sow’s biographers, are as follows: “ A log-book and jog '
a few seamen'’s jackets were found in the cabin, Nelson
and these were brought to Nelson. The log-book
closed with these words :  Two large vessels in the
W.N.W. and this led him to conclude that the
vessel had been a Liverpool privateer cruising off
the Western Islands. But there was in this book a
scrap of dirty paper, filled with figures. Nelson,
immediately upon seeing it, observed that the figures
were written by a Frenchman ; and, after studying
this for a while, said, ‘I can explain the whole. The
jackets are of french manufacture, and prove that
the privateer was in possession of the enemy. She
had been chased and taken by the two ships that
were seen in the W.N.W. The prize-master, going
on board in a hurry, forgot to take with him his
reckoning : there is none in the log-book, and the
dirty paper contains her work for the number of
days since the privateer left Corvo, with an unac-
counted-for run, which I take to have been the
chase, in his endeavour to find out her situation by
back-reckoning. By some mismanagement I con-
clude she was run on board by one of the enemy’s
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1805. ships and dismasted. Not liking delay, (for T am

‘v satisfied that those two ships were the advanced
ones of the french squadron,g)and fancying we were
close at their heels, they set fire to the vessel, and
abandoned her in a hurry.’” The compilers of the
anecdote, unfortunately, have omitted the dates, both
of the last entry in the log-book, and of the day on
which the wreck was fallen in with. 'We might other-
wise have been able to show, that it was the late
Liverpool privateer Mars herself, which had given
rise to lord Nelson’s speculations. If so, the jackets
had probably belonged to some of the Matilda’s crew,
and the scrap of paper been written upon by a
Spaniard. hichever way it was, the inference
remained just as the vice-admiral had drawn it, that
the capturing fleet had steered to the northward.

A northerly course thus appearing to have been
taken by M. Villeneuve, a northerly course was
taken by his ardent pursuer, but, to the latter’s re-
%ret, against northerly winds and hazy weather.

n the 8th of August the wind became more favour-
able. On the 12th the Niobe frigate joined from
the Channel fleet, but, strange to say, still without
intelligence. On the 15th lord Nelson himself

Lora Joined admiral Cornwallis off Ushant, from whom

Nelson he heard all that had happened, and, on the same

uSpit- evening, proceeded with the Victory and Superb to
Portsmouth ; leaving the remainder of his fleet (ex-
cept the Belleisle, who steered for Plymouth) as a
reinforcement to the Channel fleet.* On the 18th
the Victory and Superb anchored at Spithead ; and
lord Nelson shortly afterwards struck his flag and
went on shore,

* See p. 438.
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No. 1.

See p. 2.

A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to the french
navy, captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally

burnt, during the year 1799.

Name

gun-ship l

50 (T) Leander ..........
gua-frig.

44 (W)Forte ............
38 (B) Junon ............
(D) Alceste ..........
» Courageuse ......
.. Charente ..........
“J .. Preneuse..........
.. Prudente ..........
.. Vestale.......cc0n-

«« Brune .

.« Républicaine ,.....
2k

VOL. II1,

_ near Port-Louis,

How, when, and where lost.

Captured, March 3, by the Rus-
sians and Turks, on the sur-
render of Corfu, and restored
to England by the emperor
of Russia.

Captured, February 28, by the
brit. frigate Sibylle off Ben-
gul river, East Indies.

Captured, June 18, by a british
squadron under captain
Markham, of the Centaur, in
the Mediterranean.

Wrecked November 10, on
entering Lorient.

Destroyed, December 11, after
having been run on shore

Isle of
France, by the Tremendous
74, and Adamant 50,

Captured, February 9, by the
british frigate Deedalus, near
the Cape of Good Hope.

Captured, August 20, by the
british frigate Clyde, off
Bordeaux.

Captured, along with the Le-
ander at Corfu.

Captured, August 26, by the
british frigate Tamer, off
Surinam.
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No. 2. Seep.2.

A list of ships ofithe line and frigates, late belonging to the dutch
navy, captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally
burnt, during the year 1799.

Li Name. How, when, and where lost.
gun-ship R
s Captured, August 30, by vo-
™ ((g; g;:ilz?:lgston """ lunta.ry’ surrenderi;lg (the
De Ruyte;-. rerrenes seamen having refused to
» G“elderlmd -------- ﬁgh t ag.a.lnst the o m)
» Le den EEEX to a bnﬂgh squadrongunz der
64 » Utgecht ....... oo vice-admiral Mitchell, in the
9y VEHUELUY ccvevccees Vlie ter, Texel.

Captured, August 28, by the
L .. Vervachten........{ same british squadron, in the

Nieueve Diep, Texel.
(T) Batavier..... «v... § Captured, along with the
» Beschermer ...... Washington and squadron.
» Bro&derchap ......
. Belle-Antoinette ..
. Constitutie ........ :
4 - Duifze........... i Cap t“;:g’ alo:g m the Ver-
. Expeditie ........ vachten and squadron.
(V) Hector ..........
5» Unie ............
gun-frig.
44 (W)Mars ............ Captured, along with the
40 (X) Amphitrite ........ Washington and her squa-
32 (G) Ambuscade........ dron.
(I) Heldin............
8 Minerve
» Alarm o Captured, along with the Ver-
2 Pollock .......... [ vachtenand squadron.
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No. 8.

A list of ships of the line and
spatish navy, captured, dest
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See p. 2.

frigates, late belonging to the
royed, wrecked, foundered, or

accidentally burnt, during the year 1799.
Name, How, when, and where lost.
gun-frig. Destroyed, March 16, by being

(.. Guadalupe........

(H) Hmne
+. Santa-Brigida

(D) Santa-Teresa .

eo Thetis,eve.....

run on shore by the Centaur
74, and Cormorant 20, near
Cape Oropesa, Mediterra-
nean.

Captured, October 26, by being
cut out of Puerto-Caballo,
South America, by the boats
of the Surprise frigate.

Captured, October 18, by a
british frigate-squadron, near
Cape Finisterre.

Captured, February 6, by the
Argo 44, in company with
the Leviathan 74, near Ma-
jorca, Mediterranean.

Captured, October 17, by the
british frigate Ethalion, in
company with the Naiad and
others, near Ferrol.

No. 4. Seep.2.

An abstract of french, dutch, and spanish ships of the line and

frigates, captured, &c. during the year 1799.
Total  Total
e o dbeme o added
N .

~F.D.&.8. british

Capt. Dest. Wrecked, Foundered. Burnt, navies. —jnavy,
Ships of the ine Du. 7 .. o . . 7 6
Fr. 9 1 1 . . }; li

lil“m (XXX LN Dﬂ- 17 ow LX) . -.l

{Sp. 4 1 . el e 5 2
M.l.""...'ll.!” 2 l o ve ‘o ° “

2k 2
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.No. 5. See p. 2.

A list of ships and: vessels, late belonging to the british navy, cap-
tured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt,
during the year 1799.

Name. Commander. How, when, and where lost.

gun-ship Wrecked, October 19, between
98 (H) Impregnable .. Jonathan Faulknor Langstone and Chichester:
] crew saved.

Wrecked, December 5, inTable
64 (P) Sceptre ...... Valentine Edwards Bay, Cnpe of Good Hope:
: 291 of the crew perished.
gun-frig. Wrecked, January 7, on the
(4) Apollo ........ Peter Halkett.. ... cou; of Ho :  crew
saved.

Wrecked, December 25, on the
Penmarcks : crew saved.
Wrecked, October 9, off the
Vlie-island, coast of Hol-
land: crew, except two,

perished.
Wrecked, February 1, in the
28 () Proserpine .... James Wallis...... river Elbe : crew,excepus,

s Ethalion ...... John Clarke Searle

36 (D) Lutine .o.osq.. Lancelot Skynner..

saved.

g« sh. slp. Wrecked, February 2, of

(7’) Nautilus .... .. Henry Gunter .... le:lborough Head: crew
uve .

16 » October 12, by be-

mg lown up in action with
(V) Trincomalé .... John Rowe......o.q a french privatcer, in the
Straits of Babelmandel:

crew perished.
Foundered, cxact date un-
18 (Y) Orestes vu...n. William Haggitt . known, in a hurricane in the
Indian ocean : crew perished.

- {Wrcckcd, in  September, on

. bz. slp.

¢ (ﬁ') Amarantke . ... John Blake ,. { :::n c%afstthzf cf;(:“:):;“;::

14 on shore with hunger.

Wrecked, January 12, in Barn-
stable Bay : crew, except the
purser, perished.

Wrecked, May 23, on the back
of the Tsle of \Vlght crew
saved.

Wrecked, exact date unknown,
off the coast of Holland:
crew saved.

1
{
{Captnud May 8, by a squa-
{
|
1%

5» Weazle........ bon. Henry Grey .

gun-brig.
(f) Leux-Amis .. .. Heory Smith Wilson

14
(g8) Coantest........ John Ides Short....

10 (h) Fortune ...... Lewis Davis ...... dron of french frigates, of
the coast of Syria.

Wrecked, September 28, ia
the gulf of Mexico: crew
saved.

Captnrcd, exact date unknown,

two spanish frigates, of

un-sch.

4 (i) For .vocveee.. William Wooldridge

6 (n) Afusguito .,,... Thomas White ,,
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No. 5—-continued.

Name. Commander. How, when, and where lost.

‘Wrecked, October 14, on the
(q) Nassan...... George Tripp...... coast of Holland : crew, ex-
cept 42, saved.
. Wrecked, February, on Bark-
(r) Grampus.... George Hart ...... ing shelf near Woolwich :
: Wretked: September 28, in th
recked, tember 28, in the
(t) Blanche .... John Ayscough .. Texel : crepw saved.
, Wrecked, November 16, on the
9y Xapion....., Jonas Rose ...... Goodwin Sands : crew saved.
Was Atalante.

8:V. (W) Dame-de-Grace ovooeevvsens..oo Captured along with Fortune,

ABSTRACT.
Lost through Lost through
the enemy. accident.
A
Capt. Dest. Wrecked. Foundered. Bumt,  Total.
Ships of the lin€.cvescenseccne oo oo 2 . o 2
s> underthsline cciocceeee 3 1 14 1 . 19
Totalieeesseoe 3 1 16 1. 21

No. 6. See p. 4.

For the pay and maintenance during the first £ s d
two lunar months, of 120000 seamen, in-
cluding 22696 marines, and duting the
remaining eleven lunar months, of 110000
seamen, including the same number of
mAarines ............oiiiieeniiinaeas

the wear and tear of ships, &c............. :

"the ordinary expenses of the navy, including
the half-pay to sea and marine officers;
also the expense of sea-ordnance .. .... .. 1169439 13 11

the extraordinaries ; including the building
and repairing of ships, and other extra
work .......... ..l R .« 77?2140 O

the expense of the transport-service ...... 1300000 ©

‘the maintenance of prisoners of war in health 500000 0

the care and maintenance of sick prisoners
ofwar............ Ceeeeteieieietans ~ 90000 O

Total supplies granted for the sea-service. , . 413619079 13 11

5437500 0 o
4350000 0 O

-

4

-

2

»”
»

© ©o0oo

°»
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No. 7. Seep. 5.

Paris, le 5 nivose an viii de 1a république.

Bonaparte, premier consul de la république frangaise, & sa majesté le
roi de la Grande-Bretagne et d Irlande.

Appelé par le veeu de la nation frangaise & occuper la premidre
magistrature de la république, je crois convenable, en entrant en
charge, d'¢n faire directement part & votre majesté.

La guerre qui, depuis huit ans, ravage les quatre parties du
monde, doit-elle &tre éternelle? n'est-il donc aucun moyen de
s'entendre ?

Comment les deux nations les plus éclairées de 1'Europe, puis-
santes et fortes plus que ne I'exigent leur sQreté et leur indépen-
dance, peuvent-elles sacrifier & des idées de vaine grandeur le blen
du commerce, la prospérité intérieure, le bonheur des familles?
comment ne sentent-elles pas que la paix est le premier des besoins
comme la premitre des gloires ?

Ces sentimens ne peuvent pas étre étrangers au cceur de votre
majesté, qui gouverne une nation libre, et dans le seul but dela
rendre heureuse.

Votre majesté ne verra dans cette ouverture que mon désir sin-
cdre de contribuer efficacement, pour la seconde fois,  la pacifice-
tion générale, par une démarche prompte, toute de confiance, et
dégagée de ces formes qui, nécessaires peut-8tre pour déguiser la
dépendance des états faibles, ne déctlent dans les états forts que
le désir de se tromper.

La France, I'Angleterre, par 'abus de leurs forces, peuvent
long-temps encore pour le malheur de tous les peuples, en re
tarder I'épuisement ; mais, j'ose le dire, le sort de toutes les
nations civilisées est attaché 2 la fin d'une guerre qui embrasele
monde entier.

De votre majesté, etc,
BoNAPARTE.

No. 8. See p. 90.

A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to the french
navy, captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally
burnt, during the year 1800,

Name. How, when, and where lost.
gun-ship —_—

. Captured, March 30, by
80 (K) Guillaume-Tell .... { british squadron off Malta.

Captured, February 18, by
74 (M) Généreux ..... . ..{ british squadron in the Me
diterranean.
64 (P) Athénien.......... {Captured, September 4, at the
o Dégo .iiianns surrender of Malta,
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No. 8—continued,
Name. How, when, and where lost.
gun-frig. Captured, August 5, by the

.. Concorde.......... british 64, Belliqueux, near
Rio-Janeu-o, South America.

Captured, August 24, by a
british squadron off Malta.

Captured, August 25, by the
British 38-gun fngate Seine,
in the Mona Passage,

Captured, July 8, by the bri«
tish 28-gun sloop Dart, in
Dunkirk roads.

Captured, February 6, by the
Loire british fngate and
other vessels near the Seven
Islands, coast of France. he

s Captured along with the Athé-

+ Carthagénoise...... x!:ien and Déggo

3 Captured, August 5, by the

Mbdée Bombay-Castle, and Exeter
* Pesessrorees indiaman, in eight of the
Belliqueux 64, and convoy.

Captured, October 22, by the
british frigates Indefatigable
and Fisgard, off Lisbon.

No dutch ship of war as high as a 24-gun corvette, captured,

&e. during the year 1800.

Alist of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to the spanish
navy, captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally
burnt, during the year 1800.

Name,

mi(z) Diane .....v.ounes
,» Vengeance ........

(B) Désirée............
”{

2 ml” eenese s e

28 .. Vénus ....

. commmder. How, when, and where lost.

Captured, April 7, by the Le-
viathan 74, and Emerald 36,
near Cadiz. The prizes were
laden with 3000 quintals of
quicksilver.

"5) Del-Ccmen.. don Fraquin Porcel.,
Florentina .. don Manuel Norates

An abstract of french and spanish ships and vessels of war,
captured, &c. during the year 1800.

Lost through Lost through 'lllg:: ! E::«li
the enemy. ucaj:nl to the tothe

british
Gmled. Foundered, BurR. navies. navy.

Capt. Dest.

Ships of the line,. g ‘8
Prigates """"{Sp: :
Mo.noaoo. l‘

e
.o
.o

. . 4
. . 8
. . 2

. .- 14

ol oaw |
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No. 9. See p. 90.

A list of ships and vessels, late belon%'mg to the british navy,
captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt,
during the year 1800.

Name, Commander. How, when, and where lost.
n-shi lord Keith, Accxdenhl“l:{ burnt and blown
f60 " (D)Queen-Charlotte admiral) ».....4d  up, March 17, off Leghorn:
Andrew Todd .... { | crew, except 167, perished.

Wrecked, November 4, on a
74 (O) Marlborough .. Thomas Sotheby sunken rock near Belleisle :
crew saved.
Wrecked March 10, on a
eouth-east of Ushant : crew,
64 (P) R seeecsee James Alms .... except 10, saved on the
' Glenan islands, but made
mel:;nel-l.sc ber
recked, tem! 6, ia
(F) Stag ..........RobertW'mthrop Vigo Bay : :rewnved
Captared, March 17, by ber

pln-fﬂg

hi
'l”(.b) Danaéd ...v0... lord Proby...... mwmutmymgnndwrym(
20 Lier into Brest.
Wrecked, exact date unknown,

on the coast of Egypt: crew
saved, but made prisouers
by the French.

(P) Cormorant...... Courtney Boyle

g. sh.slp. "Wrecked, January 26, near
(S) Brazen ........ James Hanson . Bnghton crew, except one
man, perished.

¢ Foundered, October 9, after

18) ,, Chance ........ George S. Stovin { upsetting on her beam-ends :
crew, except 25, perished.

Foundcred, May 16 or 17, as

is supposcd. having parted

cuompany in a gale in the
Channel : crew perished.

Wrecked, November 9, in St.

f (T) Havick . .. Phil. Bartholomew< Alban’s bay Jerscy: crew

s» Trompeuse.. .... Parker Robinson

saved.
Foundered, in October, in the
1((') Martin . .. hon. Mat. St.Clair North Sea, as is supposed :
crew perished.
Foundercd, along with the
Trompeuse.
g bg.slp. Wrecked, in September, on a
(Z) Diligence ...... C.B.HodgsonRoss small island near Havana:
crew saved.
d Wrecked, September 26, near
Slnctlund crew penshed
Captured, November 23, by
14 (b) Albanaise ...... Fran. Newcombe her crew muunymg and
carrying her into Malaga.

14  (X) Railleur «oocoo.. John Raynor....

,» Hound ........ W. Jas. Turquan
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. No. 9~—continued,

Name. Commander. How, when, and where lost.

—

~ ((e)Comet ........ Thomas Leef .... .
ps.d » Paloon........ H.Samuel Bute.,, { Destroyed, July 7, in Dunkirk

»» Rosario ...... James Carthew. roads, in attempting to burn
» Wasp ccccceo. John Edwards .. some french frigates.
gun-brig. Wrecked, January 5, on Yar«
12"‘(3) Mastif ...... James Watson .. mouth sands :r{re,w, except
eight, saved.

T, {(r) Weymouth. ... Ambrose Crofton. { 'Wrecked, January 21, on the

wBlrko: Lisbon : crew saved.

recked, August 10, in the

(s) Dromedary.. .. Benj. W.Taylor .. Bocca, near the island of
Trinidad : crew saved.

ABSTRACT.
Lost through Lost through
the enemy. accident.
A

Capt. Dest, Wrecked. Foundered. Burnt.  Total.

Ships of the line «c.ceovee o0 .. . 2 oo 1 3
s> underthe line.......... 2 4 9 4 . 19
Total.oo.e.. 2 4 11 4 1 23

No. 10. See p. 91.

For the pay and maintenance of 97304 seamen L. s d
and 22696 marines for three lunar months,
and of 105000 seamen and 30000 marines,
for the remaining ten lunar months .... 6412500

(=]
o

the wear and tear of ships, &c. .......... 5850000 0 O

”»

.»» the ordinary expenses of the navy, including
the half-pay to sea and marine officers;
also the expense of sea-ordnance....... . 1269918 5 8

s» the extraordinaries; including the building
" andrepairing of ships, and other extrawork 933900 0 o0

the expense of the transport-service...... 1920718 14 6

»

,» thecare and maintenance of prisoners of war 190000 0 O

Total supplies granted for the sea-service.... o€ 16577037 0 2
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No.11. B8ee p. 161.

Je proposai de conduire 'armée navale de la république 2 Lis-
bonne, de mouiller I'armée devant cette capitale, & une portée de
fusil de la ville et du palais du roi; de la faire précéder par une
frégate parlementaire, qui annoncerait que I'armée de la république
ne vient pas pour nuire aux Portugais, quoiqu’alliés et esclaves de
I'Angleterre ; mais qu'elle vient pour exiger que tous les magasins
et vaisseaux anglais lui soient livrés sur-le-champ, sous peine de
raser la ville de fond en comble. Cette opération procurait i Ia
France 200 millions en numéraire ou en marchandises anglaises ;
I'Angleterre recevait uu échec terrible, qui y causait et des ban-

ueroutes et une désolation générale. Notre armée, sans &tre
?niguée de 1a mer, revenait & Brest, comblée de richesses, couverte
de gloire, et 1a France étonnait encore 'Europe par un nouveau
triomphe.—Relation des Combats, &c. par Kerguelen, p. 373.

No. 12. See p. 189,

A quatre heures du matin, il aperqut dans ses eaux quatre
bAtimens, qu'il reconnut pour ennemis : c'était en effet une partie
de I'escadre anglaise : le César, monté par 'amiral Saumarez, le
Vénérable, le Superbe et la frégate la Tamise. Le brave Troude
se disposa au combat et renfor¢a ses batteries par les hommes des
gaillards. 11 fut joint d'abord par le Vénérable et la Tamise : le
premier envoya sa volée par la hanche de babord, et le Formidable
arriva pour serrer cet adversaire au feu: le combat le plus vif
s'engagea vergue a vergue, ct souvent 2 longueur d'écouvillon. Le
capitaine fran¢ais ordonna de mettre jusqu'd trois boulets dans
chaque canon. La Tamise le battait en poupe ; mais ses canons
de retraite ripostaient & ce feu. Les deux autres vaisseaux ennemis
arriverent successivement, et, ne pouvant doubler le Formidable
au vent, ils prirent position par sa hanche de babord. Les pre-
mieres volées du vaisseau francais dématerent le Vénérable de
son perroquet de fougue, et bient0t apres de son grand mAt : I'an-
glais laissa arriver; mais Troude le suivit dans ce mouvement
pour le battre en poupe, en méme temps qu'il faisait canonner le
César, qui, se trouvant de l'avant du Vénérable, ne pouvait
riposter : pas un boulet francais n’était perdu. Dans eette posi-
tion, le Vénérable perdit encore son mit de misaine. Troude fit
diriger ensuite tout son feu sur le César, le serrant le plus pris
possible ; aprés demi-heure d'engagement, quoique I'anglais, qui
avait toutes ses voiles, dépassat le Formidable, et forcit celui-ci
2 manceuvrer pour le tenir par son travers, le César abandonna la

partie, arriva en désordre, prit les amures & babord, et rejoigait le
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Vénérable, auquel la Tamise portait des secours, Il restait encore
2 combattre le Superbe, qui était par la joue de babord du vaisseau
francais ; mais I'anglais laissa arriver, passa sous le vent au Formi-
dable, hors de portée, et rejoignit les autres bAtimens. A sept heures
du matin, le capitaine Troude é&tait maitre du champ de bataille.
11 fit monter dans les batteries le reste des boulets, qui pouvaient
lui faire tenir encore une heure de combat, rafraichir le vaillant
équipage qui I'avait si bien secondé, et réparer son gréement ; ses
voiles étaient en lambeaux; la brise de terre avait - cessé, et il se
trouvait en calme, & portée de canon de l'escadre ennemie, dont
les embarcations étaient alors occupées A secourir le Vénérable.
Ce vaisseau avait encore démAté de son mat d'artimon, et les
courans le portaient & la cOte. A dix heures, le vent ayant fraichi,
la Tamise essaya de prendre ce méme vaisseau & la remorque;
mais, ne pouvant se relever, il fut s’échouer entre I'fle de Léon et
1a pointe Saint-Roch, & deux ou trois lieues de Cadix.—Victoires et
Conguétes, tome xiv. p. 168, ‘
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No. 13. See p. 236.

A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to the french
navy, captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally
burnt, during the year 1801.

Name. How, when, and where lost.

Captured, July 12, by squa-
dron of sir James Saumarez,
Straits of Gibraltar.

-ship
sm‘:'-i (N) Saint-Antoine .... {
{ Captured, September 2, by a

64 .. Causse............
gun-frig.
44 (W) Egyptienne ......

combined british and turk-
ish force at the capitulation
of Alexandria.
Captured, February 19, by the
(Z) Africaine ...... ceee british frigate Pheebe, Me-
diterranean.

Captured, along with E

.. Justice.....co0uue. tienne, and tmnsferregyrl;o
the Turks.

Captured, August S8, by a

38 (B) Carrdre .......... squadron of british frigates,

Mediterranean. '

Destroyed by being driven on

shore, September ¢, by a

squadron of british frigates
off Vado.

{ Captured, August 19, by the

[ .. Bravoure.......

(D) Chiffonne.......... british frigate Sibylle, at the
Seychelles.

{Captured, February 5, by a

364

,» Dédaigneuse ...... squadron of britich frigates,
off the coast of Portugal.

Captured along with the Egyp-

L , Régénérée ........ tienne.
Captured, September 2, by a
(H) Succes ............ squadron of british frigates,
Mediterranean.
32< .. Name unknown . ... Captured along with Egyp-

. Ditto ............ tienne.
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No. 14, See p. 236.

A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to the spanish
navy, captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally
burnt, during the year 1801.

Name. How, when, and where lost.
Destroyed, July 12, by being
gun-ship - set on fire in an engage-
112 { .. Real-Carlos........ ¢ ment with a british squadron
.. San-Hermenegildo.. in the Straits of Gibraltar;

and the greater part of the
two crews perished.
Destroyed, by sinking off the

’";4‘“" Perla Barbary coast, from damage
. sesnesrerern received in the same en-

’ ment.
gun-xebee Captured, May 6, by the bri-
S0 .. Gamo ...... cenene tish 14-gun brig Speedy,

near Barcelona.

No. 15. See p. 236.

A list of ships of the line late belonging to the danish navy, cap-
tured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt,

during the year 1801.

Name. How, when, and where lost.
gun-ship Captured, April ¢, by admiral
74 .. Zealand .......... Parker's fleet, off Copen-
- 64 (P) Holstein .......... hagen. The Zealand was
. afterwards destroyed.

These are the only vessels of the 13 taken, sunk, and destroyed
off Copenhagen, that can be considered as ships of war : the re-
mainder were mere floating batteries.

An abstract of french, spanish, and danish ships of the line and

* frigates, captured, &c. during the year 1801.

Lost through Lost through 1;«;::! ;I';‘::‘I’

the enemy. accident. tothe to the

Capt. Dest. Wrecked. Foundered. Burnt. Pﬁfv'i:P' I::tv';h
Fr. 2 .. o . . 2 1
Ships of the line< Sp. .. 2 . . . 2 .
Da. 2 .. . . . 2 1
Pr. 10 1 . . . 11 7
Pﬂm eses e SP' 1 1 .. . o 2 e
Total.eoeeseeedds 4 - . . 19 9
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No. 16. See p. 286.

A list of ships and vessels late belonging to the british navy, cap-
tured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt,
during the year 1801.

Name. Conmulder. ’ How, when, and where lost.

n-shi Clptured July 5, by a french
& 6) Hunihl....!olomonl’errh...... sqn-dron.ulayaerthe aw.-riu
of Algesiras, Gibraltar ba;
Wrecked, March 16, on
borough Sand, near Yar-
mouth : cm, excq)t aboud

. Tho. Totty (R.-adm.)
744 » luvincible {Jolm Reaic, Gaptes- e mouth

Cnp'm'ed June24 by a french

. . squadron under rear-ad-
sy Swiftsure, ... Benjamin Hallowell ..{ miral Ganteaume, Mediter-
ranean.
gun-frig. Wrecked, in June, in Jedda
44 (w) Forte eoeaee LIICianlrdymln..n lnr::ur, Red Sea: cre'
sav :
Wrecked, July 21, by striki
on a sunken rock |rn the b:‘
of St-Malo: crew sa
but made prisoners.
Wrecked, September 4, by
striking on a sunken rock
off the island of St. Martin,
West Indies: crew saved.

36 (B) Jason ...... hon James Murray ..

((G) Prosélyte.... George Fowke eo.0se

Wrecked, August 11, on the
(H) Lowestoffe .. Robert Plampin .... island of Heneiga, West
J Indies : crew saved.
32 Wrecked, June 9, on the Tri-
»» Meleager ... hon.T.Bladen Capel angles in the gulf of Mexico :
: crew saved.

{Captured, February 13, by a

french squadron under rear-
admiral Ganteaume, Medi-
terranean.

Foundered, as is supposed,
exact date unknown, in the
‘West Indies . crew perished.

L ;> Success .eseo. Shuldham Peard

g p. sh
20 O) Babet +..... Jemmett Mainwaring

Wrecked, exact date unknown,
near Carthagena, South
America: crew saved, but
mede prisoners.

%Wrecked, October 25, on the

g. sh. slp.
(R) Légeére.esesyqo Cornelius Quinton

18< (S) Boncetta seseso Thomas New coanss Jardines, Cuba : crew saved.

Wrecked, March 25, on the
Shingles, west end of the

Scout cevnevee He Duncan e
” i Isle of Wight; crew saved.
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No. 16—continsed.

Name .. Commander, How, when, and where lost.

bgaal Foundered, iin November, by
y * s upsetti; n a gale on pas-
ic (ls Utilegosssnes Rw.Joklenn.. Ilp[:tfl‘onlslﬂ'lbnl‘:llomzlll:
trew perished.
Captured, in June, by a french
13 (b) smy e0 00 lord Cochrane secess Luu;l:onunderremdmird
no
Clptm‘edl,l February 27, at An-
. cona, having entered unap-
Bb. (d) Bull-dog .... Barrington Dacres .. prised of . being 1n the
possession of the French.
Captured, January 29, by rear-
F.8. (¢) Incendiary .. Richard Dalling Dunn{  admiral Ganteaume, Medi-
terranean.
Captured, March 23, under

n-brig. the swedish fort of Warberg
ﬁ (8 ma......Johu'nﬂer o.oo-o"{ BdﬁC‘ but afterwards re.’

stored.
Wrecked, January 1, on the

french coast near Quiberon :
10 (h) M vesses Samuel Porvell..--n{ crew saved, but about 20

were made prisuners,

cut, Captured, Feb 10, by
1) (k) Sprightly.... Robert Jump ......q rear-admiral anteaume,
Mediterranean.

) Accidenully burat, in July, at
TS. (t) lphi‘eni‘oa «» Hassard SMkpole o0 Memdﬂ&, Mediterranean ;
crew saved.

ABSTRACT.
Lost through Lost th:
the enemy. accident.
A

¢« R
Capt. Dest. Wrecked, Foundered. Burnt,  Total.

— — — — —

Supofﬂulhe Xy 2 oo 1 .o PN 3
» under the line cceocessee 6 .o 9 2 1 18

Tomnoobt'oi _8 X

;; 2 1 21



l‘otthnudmdlwooom L . d
amf- 30000 marines, for five lumer noonths, .+
of 76000 seamen, and 18000 marines, for ~—- -
- umuh,udolwooom. e

-~ und 14000 marines, for the remaining seven .. ... c el
B ORI ., v rilesnsvensnsenness 46010000 O
,,.hm-ndwopr-,&c. crersesees 3684080 O ol'
,thiwyw‘themvy inehd!ng" Lo e
hh.lf- 1 m.ﬂd ,

d-e inch mmus;i
ﬂm#&&deo extra w msoo 9.0

‘expénse of the transport-service, n T e
'“‘ ofpri.o:m of war hmﬁl' iﬁluls.,ts"l

-qﬁommdmhtuneeofnckpmonen

‘" Tveoce ‘----o. soecscomeypaaces m .""R
,-Woﬂﬂf y to the commissioned, -
B “m pt todt:emmnt ‘o _
m months, com- \
m semece o.u.h....o-t.' ‘ *

thﬁugmndforthenn-m £1183351'0 I’ B

No. 17 bis. See p. 239.

RECAPITULATORY ABSTRACT,

Showing the number of french, dutch, spanish, and danish ships
of the line and frigates, captured, destroyed wrecked, foundered,
and accidentally burnt, during the war commencing in Fe-
bruary, 1793, and endmg in October, 1801 ; also the number of
captured ships added to the british navy durmg the same period.

Total  Total
e oot Haccdents” ot added
~ F.D.8.kDa. .

Capt. Dest, Wrecked Foi.ndcred Barat, nvin. Davy,
Pr. 34 -11 5 4 1 i).'t 28
. Du. 18 -.. ee .e . 8 17
Ships of the lineq 5" "5 'y 7 .- . 10 4
Ds. 2 .. . 2 1
Total cevcecee 58 16 5 4 1 84 50
Fr. 82 14 4 2 .o 102 62
Frigates ..{Du. 33 .. . . 33 25
Sp. 11 4 . . 15 7
Grand Total .., 184 34 9 6 1 234 14
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No.18. See p.239.

" RECAPITULATORY ABSTRACT,

Showing the number of british ships and vessels of war captured,
destroyed, wrecked,.foundered, or accidentally burnt, during
the war commencing in February, 1798, and ending in October,
1801 ; with the foundered vessels divided into british and fo-
reign built,

Lost through Lost through

the enemy. uccll:ieu.

Capt. Dest. V'V:ecked. Foundered, Bu‘mt. Total,

A
== Br.-built. For.-bailt,
Ships of the line...... 5 .. 9 oo . 6 20
. »» undertheline..37 9 73 8 14 4 14
Total ......42 9 82 8 14 10 165

Of the eight foundered british-built vessels, one, the Malabar,
had been an cast-indiaman. Seven of the others were sloops, the
largest of which did not exceed 324 tons; and it is even doubtful
whether three of those were not wrecked. The remaining vessel
was the Leda frigate; which vessel, according to one account,
upset in a heavy squall, according to another account, struck on
a sunken rock, and, according to a third, filled in consequence of
having her side stove by some of her guns that had broken loose in
a severe gale of wind: in fact, the fate of the Leda is still in-
volved in mystery.

No. 19. See p.251.

A list of ships and vessels late belonging to the british navy,
wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the year 1802.

Name. . Commander. How, when, and where lost.
gun-ship Wrecked, March 29, between
50 (T) Assistance .... Richard Lee .... Dunkerque and Gravelines :
crew saved.

g. sh. slp. .
18 (8) Scout ........ Henry Duncan .. {Foundered, exact date un-

koown, off coast of New-
14 (W) Fly .......... Thomas Duval .. foundland : crews perished.

. Wrecked, March 2, on a quick-
T.S. (t) Semsidle ...... Robert Sauce.... sandoé‘ Ceylon :’crew saved.

ABSTRACT.
Wrecked. Foundercd. Burat. Total.
Sbiplunderthel'me..-. soeese 2 2 LA 4

VOL. III, 2L
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No. 20. See p. 252.

For the pay and maintenance of 38000 seamen, &€, s d.
and 12000 marines, for two lunar months,
commencing January 1, of 45600 seamen,
and 14400 marines, for four lunar months,
commencing February 26, and of 77600
seamen, and 22400 marines, for seven

lunar months, commencing June 12 .... 3900000 O 0

» the wear and tear of ships, &e. .......... 3120000 O ©
»» the ordinary expenses of the navy, including
half-pay to sea and marine officers; also

the expense of sea-ordnance.. ... cere.e. 1488238 13 1
», the extraordinaries, including the building
and repairing of ships and other extra

L1 S 901140 0 0
5 the expense of the transport-service, and
maintenance of prisoners of war, in health

and sickness ................ ceseaene 802000 O O

‘Total supplies granted for the sea-service ,. #£10211378 13 1

No.21. See p.254.
French line-of-battle force in March, 1808,

No. ° No.
FrusHuing, and shores} 5
of the Scheldt. ...
Ordered to be built from <' NANTES ........ .2
dutch modelsat .... Y Borpeatx ........ 1
MARSEILLE  ...... 1
OSTENDE ....vvven. 1
—_ 10
afloat, repaired or repairing ........ 18
Bresr, {building and nearly ready .......... 3
-— 21
. o nearly ready............ 3
Lortext, building, {ordered .............. 2
-_— 5
Saixt-Maro, ordered ......... e eriieieeae 1
oo nearly ready............ 3
Rocuerort, building {ordered .............. 3
—_— 6
afloat.ceeen i iiiiienneireneiinans 8
TovLon, {b idi nearly ready............ <
Mg Vordered  ......viei.... 2
—_— 12
GeENoa,ordered .. .oviiiveieennetiononsencnanecs 1

AT SEA.-.-.OQ......-n-nooc.oo!'l.-u.llo"'!'C'.. 10
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No. 23, See p. 254,

Instruction particulitre du premier Consul au général de division
Decaen, capitaine-général des établissemens francais au-dela du
cap de Bonne-Espérance,

Paris, février 1803.

Indépendamment des instructions générales que le ministre
donnera au capitaine-général des possessions frangaises dans les
Indes, et 2 1'amiral, 1'un et T'autre auront des instructions d'un
ordre supérieur, lesquelles seront signées par le premier consul.

I1 faudra donc Oter des deux instructions, ci-jointes tout ce qui
a rapport & la haute politique et 4 la direction des forces mili-
taires ; ce qui se réduit A retrancher quelques paragraphes. Les
instructions particulidres seraient rédigées ainsi:—*‘ Le ministre
de 1a marine & d0 remettre au capitaine-général des instructions sur
T'administration et les différens droits et prérogatives dont nos éta-
blissemens et notre commerce doivent jouir aux Indes ; mais le pre-
mier consul a cru devoir signer lui-méme toutes les instructions
servant de base 2 la direction politique et militaire.  Le capitaine-
général arrivera dans un pays ol nos rivaux dominent, mais ol ils
pRsent aussi sur tous les peuples de ces vastes contrées. Il doit
donc s'attacher A ne leur donner aucun sujet d’alarme, aucun sujet
de querelle, et A dissimuler le plus possible. 1l doit s’en tenir aux
relations indispensables pour la sQreté et 'approvisionnement de
nos établissemens, et dans les relations qu’il aura avec les peuples
ou les princes qui supportent le plus impatiemment le joug
anglais, il s'étudiera 3 ne mettre aucune affectation, 2 ne leur
donner aucune inquiétude. Ils sont les tyrans des Indes; ils y
sont inquiets et jaloux, il faut 8’y comporter avec douceur, dissi-
mulation et simplicité.

‘“ Six mois apres son arrivée aux Indes, le capitaine-général
expédiera en France, porteur de ses dépéches, un des officiers
ayant le plus sa confiance, pour faire connaitre en grand détail
tout ce qu'il a connu de la force, situation et disposition d’esprit
des différens peuples des Indes, ainsi que de la force et de la
situation des différens établissemens anglais. Il fera connaitre ses
vues et les espérances qu'il aurait de trouver de l'appui en cas de
guerre, pour pouvoir se maintenir dans la presqu'ile, en faisant
connaitre la quantité et qualité de troupes, d'armemens et d’ap-
provisionnemens dont il aurait besoin pour nourrir la guerre pen-
dant plusieurs campagnes au centre des Indes. Il doit porter la
plus grande attention dans toutes les phrases de son Mé¢moire,
parce que toutes seront pesées et pourront servir A décider, dans
des circonstances imprévues, la marche et la politique du gou-
vernement. Pour nourrir la guerre aux Indes plusieurs cam-
pagaes, il faut raisonner dans I'hypothtse que nous ne serions pas

21L2
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matitres des mers, et que nous aurions A espérer peu de secours
considérables. 1l paraitrait difficile qu'avec un corps d'armée on
pOt long-temps résister aux forces considérables que peuvent op-
poser les Anglais, sans alliances et sans une place servant de point
d’appui, ol dans un cas extréme on pit capituler et se trouver
encore maitre: de se faire transporter en France ou 2 1'Ile-de-
France avec armes et bagages, sans étre prisonniers, et sans com-
promettre I'honneur et un corps considérable de Frangais. .

¢ Un point d'appui doit avoir le caractére d'étre fortifié, et
d’avoir une rade ou un port ol des frégates ou des vaisseaux de
commerce soient A I'abri d’une force supérieure. Quelle que soit
1a nation 2 laquelle appartienne cette place, portugaise, hollandaise
ou anglaise, le premier projet parait devoir tendre 2 s'en emparer
d@s les premiers mois, en calculant sur V'effet de 1'arrivée d'une
force européenne inattendue et incalculée. Aprds avoir fait un
plan d'alliance et de guerre avec une force demandée, il faudrait
établir ce que croirait devoir faire le capitaine-général, si, au lieu
de cette force, on ne lui en envoyait que la moiti€. Apres avoir
pensé aux alliances et A un point d’appui, les objets qui intéressent
le plus une armée dans une campagne, sont les vivres et lés muni-
tions de guerre, objets que le capitaine-général traitera également
dans le plus grand détail. Six mois apres cet envoi, le capitaine-
général, dans un nouveau Mémoire, traitera les mémes questions,
en y ajoutant les nouvelles connaissances qu'il aura pu acquérir.

‘¢ Ainsi, il sera établi que tous les six mois le capitaine-général
enverra en France des officiers sGrs, des Mémoires traitant
toujours les mémes questions, et confirmant, modifiant ou contre-
disant les idées des Mémoires précédens. Si la guerre venait 2 se
déclarer entre la France et I'Angleterre avant le 1°F vendémiaire an
X111, et que le capitaine-général en fit prévenu avant de recevoir
les ordres du gouvernement, il a carte blanche, est autorisé d se
reployer sur I'lle-de-France et le Cap, ou A rester dans la pres-
qu'ile, selon les circonstances ot il se trouvera, et les espérances
qu'il pourrait concevoir, sans cependant exposer notre corps de
troupes A une capitulation hontcuse, et nos armes & jouer un role
qui ajouterait & notre discrédit aux Indes, et sans diminuer, par
T'anéantissement de nos forces, la résistance que peut présenter
I'Tle-de-France en sy reployant. On ne congoit pas aujourd'hui
que nous puissions avoir la guerre avec I'Angleterre, {sans y en-
trainer la Hollande. Un des premiers soins du capitaine-général
sera de s’assurer de la situation des &tablissemens hollandais, por-
tugais, espagnols, et des ressources qu'ils pourraient offrir.

¢ La mission du capitaine-général est d’abord une mission d'ob-
servation sous les rapports politique ct militaire, avec le peu de forces
qu'il mene et une occupation de comptoirs pour notre commerce ;
mais le premier consul, bien instruit par lui et par l'exécution
ponctuelle des instructions qui préctdent, pourra peut-8tre le mettre
a méme d’acquérir un jour la grande gloire qui prolonge la mémoire
des homnies au-delis de 1a durée des siecles,”—Précis des Evcnemens,
tome Xi. p. 189,
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No.23. Bee p. 3l0.

A list of ships of the line and frigates late belonging to the french
navy, captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally
burnt, during the year 1803,

Name, How, when, and where lost.

gun-ship Captured, July 25, by the

: C Bellerophon and Vanguard
74 (M) Duquesne ........ 74s and others, off St. Do-

mingo.
Captured, July 1, by a british

; squadron under captain
(Z) Créole ...oevnneen, Henry W. Bayntun, off St.

. Domingo.
40. Captured, November 30, by a
» Clorinde .......... british squadron under cap-
5 Surveillante ...... tain John Loring, at the
s Vertl ...oiiiianen surrender of Cape Frangais,
St. Domingo. .
36 (D) Franchise ....... Captured, May 28, by a british

squadron in the Channel.
, Captured, May 28, by the 100-
32 (H) Embuscade ........ gun ship Victory, on passage
to Gibraltar.
Destroyed, November 27, by
her own crew, after having

v

28 .. Baionnaise ........ been chased on shore near
Cape Finisterre by, the Ar-
dent G4.

No dutch ship of war above an 18-gun corvette captured, &c,
in lm.

An abstract of french ships of the line ‘and frigates captured,
&¢, during the year 1608,

Lost threugh Lost through 1;:::‘ 1'3:’:' d.
the enemy. “djtm' to the to the

~— ~\ french british
Capt. Dest. Wrecked. Foundered. Burnt. navy. navy.

ghiplotﬂullm..'i'.... 1 .. . . .

LR YT KT RN Y] 6 1 oo oo

@l\ll-'
wl anl

To‘llu.no_o LLLL 7 l (X (LR (X}
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No.24. Seep. 311.

A list of ships and vessels late belonging to the british navy, eap«
tured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt,
during the year 1608.

' Name, Commander. How, when, and where lost. '

Captured, July 2, after having
gun-frig. P ) ?
run aground near Cherbourg:
(Z) Afinerve ... . .Jahleel Brenton,.,, .. crew uved, but made A
‘3 soners,
- . . Wrocked, in the night of June
sy Scine «voeos.David Milne ovv0a0es 5, on a sand-bank near the
WTexI:L; cr]f‘w saved. Cope
recked, May 31, on
(C) Resistance .. the hon. Ph. Wodehouse " cCints 1oF <0 o8 o
36 Wrecked in a gale, Dec. 10,
under the batteries near Cape

1a Hogue: crew saved, but
,» Shannon.....Edward Leveson Go madp :’:m ners. Hull of the

shi the Mer-
i e
Wrecked, Nov. 16, on the

28 (I) Circe. oo ... Charles Ficlding. ... .. }:‘:&'ﬁ‘}?ﬁ;‘:"’““g

saved.
gun p. ship . Wrecked, November, off Cape
(&) Garland .. ,.Frederick Cottrell,. .. Frangais, St. Domingo : crew
saved.
22 Wrecked, March 26, on s
. sunken rock off the island of
55 Déterminée ..Alexander Becher ,.,. Jersey : crew and passengers
gun-sh.-slp. (soldiers) saved, except 1.
18 (S) Surinam. ....Robert Tucker..ce0.. Captured by the Dutch, at the
island of Curagoa.

Foundered, August, by being
run down in a gale, by onc
of a convoy coming from
Jamaica: crew perished.

%medcred, December, off the

16 (7) Calypso..... William Venour......

14 (X) Avenger ... Francis Jackson Sncll Woeser : erew saved.

Wrecked, Dec. 15, in a gale
off Spike island, Cork har-
hour : crew saved. :

Wrecked, Decem. 31, on the
isles de Chosey, and hull
destroyed by the French:
crew saved, but made pri-
soners.

Captured, August, by a squa-
dron of French frigates, near
Toulon.

<. b.slp.”
16 (a) Suffisantc....George Heathcote.., ..

gun-brig.

12 (g) Grappler.... Abel Wantner Thomas

gon-sch.

12 (k) Redbridge. .. George Lempriere .. ..

Wrecked, August 17, oa a
§S. (r) Porpoisc... ». Robert Fowler..sss00s0q reef of coral in the Pacific
Ocean: crew saved.
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* No. 4-=~continued.

ABSTRACT.
Lost through Lost through
the enemy. accident. .
A Total,

Capt. . Dest. Wrecked. Foundered. Burnt,

s‘:iplofthellne voserseone .o .e .e o o .w
s» undertheline ...... 3 . 9 b 14

— — emme — e e

Totalieesse 3 . 9 2 . 14

No. 25, See p. S11.

For the pay and maintenance of 78000 seamen #. s d.
and 22000 marines ............00.... 4875000 0 O
»» the wear and tear of ships, &c. .......... 3900000 0 O

»» the ordinary expenses of the navy, including
-pay to sea and marine officers; also
the expense of sea-ordnance............ 1345670 9 9
» the extraordinaries, including the building
and repairing of ships and other extra
work ....... tessissesscitianeeaenss 948520 O O
»» the expense of the transport-service, and the
maintenance of prisoners of war, in health
and sickness ......... tesieteennenns . 97141517 9
»» increasing the naval defence of the country.. 310000 0 o

Total supplies granted for the sea-service',... s£12350606 7 6

No. 26. See p. 346,

Abord du Bucentaure en rade du Toulon,
le 26 prairial, an 12.
Génél’&l,

J'ai I'honneur de vous rendre compte de la sortie de toute
Y'escadre A mes ordres. Sur I'avis que j'avais recu que plusieurs
corsairs anglais infestaient la clte et les fles d’'Hitres, je donnai
Tordre, il y a trois jours, aux frégates I'Incorruptible et la Syrene,
et le brick le Furet, de ce rendre dans la baie d’'Hitres. Le vents
d’est les ayant contrariées, elles mouilltrent sous le chiteau de
Porqueroles. Hier matin, les ennemis en eurent connaissance. Vers
midi, ils détacherent deux frégates et un vaisseau, qui entrerent
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par la grande passe, dans U'intention de couper la retraite 3 nos
frégates. Du moment ol je m'apercus de sa manceuvre, je fis
signal d'appareiller 2 toutel'escadre; ce qui fut exécuté. En
14 minutes, tout était sous voiles, et je fis porter sur l'ennemi
pour lui couper le chemin de la petite passe, et dans le dessein de
1y suivre gl avait tenté d'y passer; mais I'amiral anglais ne
tarda pas 2 renoncer A son projet, rappela son vaisseau et ses deux
frégates engagés dans l'fles, et prit chasse. Je T'ai poursuivi
Jjusqu'd la nuit : il courait au sud-est. Le matin, au jour, je n'ep
ai eu aucune cqnnaissance.
Je vous salue avec respect,
: LA Toucue~TREVILLE,
L

.No.27. Seep. 361.

“8i 1a contenance des ennemis pendant.le jour n'avait® été
‘qu'une ruse ayant pour but de nous en imposer, pour cacher leur
faiblesse, ils auraient pu profiter de 'obscurité de la nuit pour
tenter de nous dérober leur marche, et dans cette occasion je pus
profiter avec avantage de leur manceuvres. Mais je pus bientdt
me convaincre que cette sécurité n’avait point été simulée ; trois
de leurs vaisseaux eurent constamment leurs feux allumées, et la
flotte conserva la panne toute la nuif, en se tenant bien rallide.

Cette position me facilita les moyens de lui gaguer le vent et de
Tobserver de pres,” '

. No.28. See p. 363.

¢ Le vaissean ennemi le plus avancé (the Royal George) ayant
¢prouvé quelques avaries, laissa arriver ; mais, soutenu par ceux
qui la suivaient, il préta de nouveau cité, et fit, ainsi que les autres
bitimens, un feu trés-nourri. Les vaisscaux qui avaient viré se
réunirent 3 ceux qui nous combattaient, et trois de ceux qui avaient
des premiers pris part & I'action, manccuvraient pour nous doubler
A l'arritre, tandis que le reste de la flotte, se couvrant de voile, et
laissant arriver, annoncait le projet de nous envelopper. Les
ennemis, par cette manccuvre, auraicnt rendu ma position tres-
dangereuse ; la supériorité de leurs forces était reconnue, et je
n'avais plus & délibérer sur le parti que je devais prendre pour
éviter les suites funestes d'un engagement intgal ; profitant de la
fumée qui m'enveloppait, je virai lof-pour-lof pour venir sur babord,
et courant A 'est-nord-est, je m'éloignai de I'ennemi, qui continua

2 poursuivre la division jusqu'd trois heures, en lui cuvoyant plu-
sieurs bordces sans effet.”
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No. 29. See p. 430.

A list of ships of the line and frigates late belonging to the dutch

navy, captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally
burnt, during the year 1804.

Name. How, when, and where lost.

o . — Captured, M h der of

. . aptured, May 4, at the surrender o
82 (G) Proserpine. . 9 “"Syrinam to the British.

No french ship of the line or frigate captured, &c. in 1804,

No. 30. See p. 430.

A list of ships of the line and frigates late belonging to the spanish

navy, captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally
burnt, during the year 1804.

Name, How, when, and where lost.
gun-frig. Captured, November 25, by
(4) Amfitrite......... { the british 74-gun ship
4 Donegal, off Cadiz.
s Medea............ Captured, October 5, by a
[ ,, Fama ........ cens squadron of four british fri-
(D)Clara ........... ates under captain Graham
oore.

“Destroyed, by being blown up

34 Mercedes on the same occasion : crew

* restereen and passengers, except 41

persons, perished.

Captured, December 7, by the
L olyphemus 64 and Livel

(G) Sta.'Gertmydn XXX frig{l:e, oﬂg Cape swm{

Maria.

An abstract of dutch and spanish ships of the line and frigates
captured, &c. during the year 1804,

Lost through Lost through ¢ Tol Towl
the enemy. accident. ‘ tothe to l;e
~\— \ D. & 8. british
Capt. Dest. Wrecked, Foundered. Burnt. navies. navy.’
Shipsofthellne ooovee oo« . . ?

Du'l .
Frigates {Sl: :
T“.l.lll!!"' 6

|~

-
Olu-—

i e o0, e
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No. 31. See p. 430.

A list of ships and vessels late belonging to the british navy, cap-
tured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt,
during the year 1804,

Name. Commander. How, when, and where lost.

gun-ship ;Cked llqﬁarcb 25, :eu- the
i icrres Noires, in the envi-
(O) Magnificent .. William Henry Jervi rons of Brest: sared,

7 but 86 made prisoners.

Wrecked, Nmmber 24, on
sunken rocks in Torbay :
crew saved.

Foundered, as is supposed, in
Janua.ry, ln the North Sea:

, Venerable «...John Hunter ,.se0¢

64 (P) York uu-.uH‘Bf]Mi.ford ve ae

Wrecked, Nonmber 19,
50 (T) Romney ..«.q.hon, John Colville.. the Haaks, near the Texel:
crew saved.
Foundered, Janu 2, on
passage from Jamaica : crew
saved.

3 {Wreckcd February, on the

gun-frig.
(Z) Créole o...«oeAusten Bissell ...

() Hussar........Philip Wilkinson .. Saintes, in the bay of Biscay:
crew saved.

Wrecked, April 1, on the
coast of Portugal : captain
and many of the crew pe-
rished.

gun sh. slp.” {Cnpturcd July 14, by the

36 (C) Apollo......s.J.W. Taylor Dixon

14 (X) Lilly «¢eveosWilliam Compton . Dame-Ambert fr. privatecr,
off the Coast of Georgia.

Wrecked, July 6, on the
coast of Sicily, Mediterra-
nean: crew saved.

g. br. slp.
18 (Y) Raren «.vsos.+Spelman Swaine oo.s

Captured, May 20, in a calm,
by a flotilla of fr. gun-boats,
in Quiberon-bay.

{Wrcckcd September, on a

16 (8) Fincgjoues. .. .iJames WesleyWright

(b) Drake v.svuoo William Ferris o...{  shoal off the island of Nevis :
crew saved.

Wrecked, March 1, on Ca-
bareta pomt. Gibraltar-bay :
crew, except onc nan, saved.

Captured, March 24, by a

s Welverine ....Henry Gordon .. ..{ french privatecr, on passage

143 ,, Weazle +.0s..William Layman ..

to Newfoundland.
Wrecked, Dccember 20, on

bb. (d) Tartarus ¢+ss0.Thomas Withers . Margate sands : crew saved.
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No. S1—continued,

Name, Commander. [ How, when, and where lost.

— —
.

brig ‘Wrecked, October 24, in chase

vens of the enemy, near Nieu-
r(g) Couflict ......Charles C, Ormsby.. port, Iile of {‘Vight: crew

saved.

. Wrecked, February, off Red-

55 Fearless ......George Williams .. ding-point, Cawsand-bay :
crew saved.

Captnred December 25, after

- running on shore near Ca-
» Mallard .. ....Thomas Read e sese lais: crew saved, but made

124

prisoners.

L 5 Sterling ....s.George Skottowe .. { w::;::' 3:?:?;.18’ near

Wrecked, February 19, on

10 (‘l) Cerbére ......JosephPltey XYY XN theBerry-besd. crews’a.ved.

g--sch. Wrecked, in December, on

(n) Morne-Fortunée John L. Dale ...... Crooked Island, West In-

dies : crew saved.

Captured, July 14, by the

ss Demerara «...Thomas Dutton ... {r nv.Gund-Décuié, West
adies.

Wrecked, December 21, in

TS. (q) Severn :.....Prince of Bouillon.. Gm%vﬂle-bay, Jersey :' crew
saved.

Burnt, April 2,llu\ving caught

. fire in the hold, Mediterra-

SS. (r) Hindostan ....John Le Gros...... nean: crew, except five men,
saved.

Wrecked, September 3, in the

RS, (a) De-Ruyter ovouJ. Bockett oseeoess lmrncme at Antigua : crew

ABSTRACT.
Lost through Lost through
the enemy. mﬂnb
clpt. Dest.' Wrecked. Foundered. Burnt. Total.
Shi of the linG.seescvese : . 2 1 ) 3
P e the Hne.eere 5 ov 14 1 1 2l
Totale seevcevene 5 Y] 16 2 1 24
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No. 32. . See p. 430.

For the pay and maintenance of 90000 seamen = &£. s d.
and 30000 MArines ......ceessseee00 5850000 o
. »» the wear and tear of ships, &c. ....ve.... 4680000
,» the ordinary expenses of the navy, including
half-pay to sea and marine officers ; also
the extra of sea-ordnance............ .. 1394940 6 9

»» the extraordinaries, including the building
and repairing of ships, and other extra
WOrK ..eeiererscennnscasancacensses 1553690 O 0

,» the expenses of the transport-service, and
the maintenance of prisoners of war, in
health and sickness ......000000000... 1557000 0 O

Total supplies granted for the-sea-service ,. s£15085630 6 9

No. 33. See p. 436.

Faites mettre dans les journaux de Hollande un article contre
le systtme de blocus; faites-y sentir que nous sommes sortis de
Brest quand nous l'avons voulu; que Bruix est sorti tel jour,
Morard de Galles tel jour, Gantheaume tant de fois ; ue dans sa
dernitre sortie & Berthcaume, rien ne I'empéchait de sortir, et
que 'escadre le savait tellement qu'elle mit A la voile; qu'il est
donc impossible de bloquer le port de Brest, surtout aux mois de
septembre et d’octobre.  Cet article fera sentir que nous ne vou-
lons pas sortir, mais tenir 'ennemi en échec.—Précis des Evénemens,
tome xi. p. 271,
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No.S4. See p.457.

The following table will show the state of the flotilla at the
different ports, on July 20, 1805, with -the number of men and
horses it was destined to carry,

PORTS. TOTAL.
Total
FLOTILLA. I oof
‘ Men.
|
....... veus 17 840
Paque- [
bots, and Avisus .. ! \ 12 56
french ' 1 924 676
dutch : 280 404
corvettes ' ' '
and péniches ‘ 88 931 233
' I N
ofwar .... ' 1339 2219
...... o! ‘ 954 6840
Total ..... 2293 161 9059
of transports e

The two totals marked * do not quite agree with the items;
hat, as it is impossible, without the originals, to discover where
the error lies, and ns the difference is not at all material, the
figures have been left as they appear in the work that contains the
table, whence this has been extracted. See Précis des Evénemens,
tome xii. p. 304.
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No, 35, See p. 465,

. ¢ AT'époque ol j'écrivais ce passage, j'ignoraisun’ fif& bien
remarquable, et qui mérite de prendre place l'histolr? Jen
dois la connaissance 3 M. le comte Daru, dont nous avons

cité la savante Histoire de Venise. En 1805, M. Daru était a
Boulogne, intendant général de I'armée. Un matin I'empereur
le fait appeler dans son cabinet. Daru I'y trouve transporté de
colkre, parcourant 2 grands pas son appartement, et ne rompant
un morne silence que par des exclamations brusques et courtes. . ..
Quelle marine!.. .. Quel amiral !.. .. Quels sacrifices perdus !.. ..
Mon espoir est décu!l....Ce Villeneuve; Aulieu d'étre dans la
Manche, il vient d'entrer au Férol!....C'en est fait! Il y sera
bloqué.—Daru, mettez-vous 13, écoutez et écrivez. L'em

avait regu de grand matin la nouvelle de l'arrivée de Villeneuve
dans un port d’Espagne; il avait vu sur-le-champ la conquéte
de I'Angleterre avortée; les immenses dépenses de. la flotte et de
la flottille perdues pour long-temps, pour toujours peut-&tre!
Alors, dans 'emportement d'une fureur qui ne permet pas méme
aux autres hommes de conserver leur jugement, il avait pris 1'une
des résolutions les plus hardies, et tracé 1'un des plans de cam-
pagne les plus admirables qu'aucun conquérant ait pu concevoir
a loisir et de sang-froid. Sans hésiter, sans s’arréter, il dicte en
entier le plan de la campagne d’Austerlitz, le départ de tous les
corps d’armée, depuis le Hanovre et la Hollande jusqu'aux confins
de l'ouest et du sud de la France. L'ordre des marches, leur
durée, les licux de convergence et de réunion des colonnes; les
enltvemens par surprise et les attaques de vive force, les mouve-
mens divers de I'ennemi, tout est prévu : la victoire est assurée
dans toutes les hypothtses. Telle était la justesse et la vaste
prévoyance de ce plan, que, sur une ligne de départ de deux cents
lieues, des lignes d'opérations de trois cents licues de longueur
furent suivies d'aprds les indications primitives, jour par jour, et
lieu par lieuw, jusqud Munich. Au-deld de cette capitale, les
époques seules éprouverent quelques altérations ; mais les lieux
furent atteints et l'ensemble du plan fut couronné d’un succes
complet. Tel était donc le talent militaire de cet homme, aussi
redoutable d ses ennemis par la puissance de son génie, qua ses
concitoyens par la force de son despotisme !"—Foyages dans la
Grande Bretagne, Force Navale, tome i, p. 244,
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No. 36, See p. 484.

LORD NELSON'S PLAN OF ATTACK,

¢ The business of an english commander in chief,”” says his
lordship,’ *“ being first to bring an enemy’s fleet to battle, on the
most advantageous terms to himself, (I mean, that of laying his
ships close on board those of the enemy as expeditiously as pos-
sible, and secondly, to continue them there without separating
until the business is decided,) I am sensible, beyond this object,
it is not necessary I should say a word, being fully assured, that
the admirals and captains of the fleet I have the honour to com-
mand will, knowing my precise object, that of a close and decisive
battle, supply any deficiency in my not making signals ; which
may, if extended beyond these objects, either be misunderstood,
or, if waited for, very probably, from various causes, be impos-
sible for the commander in chief to make. Therefore it will only
be requisite for me to state, in as few words as possible, the va-
rious modes by which it may be necessary for me to obtain my
object, on which depends not only the honour and glory of our
country, but possibly its safety, and, with it, that of all Europe,
from french tyranny and oppression.

“If the two feets are both willing to fight, but little ma-
nceuvring is necessary. The less the better ; a day is soon lost in
that business. Therefore I will only suppose that the enemy's
fleet being to-leeward, standing close upon a wind on the star-
board tack, and that I am nearly ahead of them, standing on the
larboard tack ; of course I should weather them. The weather
must be supposed to be moderate ; for, if it be a gale of wind, the
manceuvring of both fleets is but of little avail, and probably no
decisive action would take place with the whole fleet. Two modes
present themselves ; one, to stand on just out of gun-shot until
the van-ship of my line would be abreast of the centre-ship of
the enemy, then make the signal to wear together, thea bear up,
engage with all our force the six or five van-ships of the enemy,
passing certainly, if opportunity offered, through their line. This
would prevent their bearing up, and the action, from the known
bravery and conduct of the admirals and captains, would certainly
be decisive ; the second or third rear-ships of the enemy would
act as they pleased, and our ships would give a good account of
them, should they persist in mixing with our ships. The other
mode would be, to stand under an easy but commanding sail,
directly for their headmost ship, so as to prevent the enemy from
knowing whether I should pass to-leeward or to-windward of him.
In that situation, I would make the signal to engage the enemy
to-leeward, and to cut through their fleet about the sixth ship
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from the van, passing very close; they being on a wind, you, going
large, could cut their line wken you please. The van-ships of
the enemy would, by the time our rear came abreast of the van-
ship, be severely cut up, and our van could not expect to escape
damage. I would then have our rear-ship, and every ship in suc-
cession, wear, continue the action with either the van-ship or
second ship, as it might appear most eligible from her crippled
state ; and, this mode pursued, I see nothing to prevent the capture
of the five or six ships of the enemy’s van. The two or three ships
of the enemy’s rear must either bear up or wear; and, in either
case, although they would be in a better plight probably than our
two van-ships, (now the rear,) yet they would be separated and
at a distance to-leeward, so as to give our ships time to refit;
and by that time, I believe, the battle would, from the judgment of
the admirals and captains, be over with the rest of them. Signals
from these moments are useless, when every man is disposed to do
his duty. The great object is, for us to support each other, and to
keep close to the enemy and to-leeward of him. If the enemy are
running away, then the only signals necessary will be, to engage
the enemy as arriving up with them, and the other ships to pass
on for the second, third, &c. ; giving, if possible, a close fire into
the enemy in passing, taking care to give our ships engaged
notice of your intention.”—Clarke and M‘Arthur's Life of Nelson,
vol. if, p. 427.

No. 37. See p. 494.°
VICE-ADMIRAL COLLINGWOOD TO LORD NELSON,

We approached, my dear lord, with caution, not knowing
whether we were to expect you or the Frenchmen first. T have
always had an idea that Ircland alone was the object they have in
view, and still believe that to be their ultimate destination. They
will now liberate the Ferrol squadron from Calder, make the
round of the Bay, and, taking the Rochefort people with them,
will appear off Ushant, perhaps with thirty-four sail, there to be
joined by twenty more 'This appears a probable plan ; for, unless
it be to bring their powerful fleets and armies to some great point
of service, some rash attempt at conquest, they have only been
subjecting them to chance of loss, which I do not believe the
Corsican would do, without the hope of an adequate rewardl.

* * * * * * * * * * *
The french government never aim at little things, while great
objects are in view. I have considered the invasion of Ireland as
the real mark and butt of all their operations.  Their flight to the
West Indies was to take off the naval force, which proved the
great impediment to their undertahing.—Clarke and M‘Arthur's
Life of Nelson, vol. ii. p. 416.
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NOTES

ANNUAL ABSTRACTS.

NOTE TO ABSTRACT, No. 8.

* Tae hired vessels numbered about 96. It will here be seen,
that the Victory has quitted her degraded post at a, to resume the
rank which, for the space of 33 years, she had so honourably filled.
See note «* to Abstract No. 6.

NOTE TO ABSTRACT, No. 9.

* Tne hired vessels numbered about 104. In consequence of the
mistake of a unit in the “ Tons,” of class t, not discovered until
after Abstract No. 9 was printed, this total exceeds by 1 the
curresponding total in Abstract No. 8.

NOTES TO ABSTRACT, No. 10.

W#*, Tue purchased ship of this class was the Cornwallis, late a
teak-built indiaman.

Xx*. A very ancient class revived. ‘“ Advice boats, so called offi-
cially, are said to have been émployed, for the first time, in 1692,
before the battle off Cape La Hogue, in order to gain intelligence
of what was passing at Brest.” See Derrick, p. 113, note *.

* As the hired vessels had begun to be discharged, they now
numbered only about 62. This Abstract, having been put to press
along with the one which precedes it, contains the same deficiency
of a unit in the “ Tons,” that is remarked upon in the single note
of Abstract No. 9.

Owing to an inadvertency on our part, two 74s, one of the N,
the other of the O class, that were, late in the year 1801, ordered
to be built, have been left out of the * ordered” column. The
addition of them will make the line numerical grand total 191,
and the general numerical grand total 783.
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b The addition of the deficient imit remarked upon in notes *
to Nos. 9 and 10 Abstracts, appears in the excess of this total
over its corresponding one in the latter.

i This is merely a separation from various other classes of such
stationary ships as are so registered in the official list, and might
have been made a class from the first. In strictness, the three
commissioned harbour-service ships at T, T, and A, and all
others, which may appear in that column throughout the series,
ought to belong to it : but, as the official list continues them in
their original classes, we have done the same.

k The ¢“ Small Yachts,” with the exception of the Medina, not
being commanded by naval officers, this class has been reduced ;
and the one next above it, now including the Medina, will hence-
forward be denominated ‘“ Royal Yachts.”

! This being a year of peace, no hired vessels were attached to
the navy. As to the grand total of “ Tons,” sce notes e, f, and h.

NOTES TO ABSTRACT, No. 1%.

* It was remarked in note § to No, 2 Abstract, that “ captured
vessels are also purchased from the captors before they can enter
the service.” The union of these two columns under the head of
¢« Purchased,” subject to the distinction pointed out, claims a pre-
ference, therefore, over the plan adopted in the preceding Ab-
stracts. The names of the ships in the second column will, without
the exception formerly requisite, be found in the proper list in the
work ; and where, amoug the vessels in the first column, a pur-
chased british merchantman rates above a gun-brig, the circum-
stance will be adverted to in a note.

b Late the Brave, french privateer ; presented by the merchants
of Barbadoes to the british government, and on that account

namecd Barbadoes. ,
¢ These had been british merchant vessels.
d Also these.

¢ The Scorpion; built from the draught of the Cruiser. See
vol. ii. p. 568, note Y*. , The four british-built vessels, exclusive
of these, in the ¢ Sea-service” total, are the remnant of eight,
built of fir in 1795, measuring about 369 tons each, and now nearly
worn out. Considering the fine qualities of the Cruiser, it is rather
surprising that, during six years, three vessels only should have
been built from her draught. These were launched in 1798, and
were not brig, but ship rigged: consequently, they belong to
class S. The Osprey, Snake, and Victor, were, however, found
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f Had been a british merchant vessel ; and so had every one of
the 13 ships next below her in the same column.

€ This will exemplify the exception to the generality of cases "

adverted to in note ¢ to No. 11 Abstract. According to the
method adopted previously to the date of the latter, 41 built or
launched gun-brigs would have been separated from the 48 at b,
and the difference, 7, have become the apparent number that
had been ordered to be built. No deduction would here have been
requisite towards proving the grand total: at the same time the
true number ordered could only be obtained by noticing that none
had been left as building in the preceding Abstract. For a case in
point a reference may be made to the same class in Abstracts
No. 10and 9. Now, the “ Ordered’ column shows, at one view,
and without any operation of figures, the precise number of ships
ordered to be built within the year.

h See last note.

! These vessels were a disgrace to the british navy. They were
built at Bermuda, of the pencil-cedar, measured about 78 tons,
mounted four 12-pounder carronades, and were manned with 20
men and boys. In point of force, three of them, united, were not
more than a match for a single gun-boat, as usually armed.
Their very appearance &8s “ men of war” raised a laugh at the ex-
pense of the projector. Many officers refused to take the com-
mand of them. Others gave a decided preference to some vessels
built at the same yard, to be employed as water-tanks at Jamaica.
Moreover, when sent forth to cruise against the enemies of Eng-
land, to “ burn, sink, and destroy” all they met, these « king's
schooners” were found to sail wretchedly, and proved so crank and
unseaworthy, that almost every one of them that escaped capture
went to the bottom with thé unfortunates on board.

¥ Number of hired vessels about 140.

’

THE END OF VOL. 1I1.





