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COMMISSIONERS

Appointed by His Masesty io execute the Measures recommended by

A Select Committee of The House of Commons,

RESPECTING

The Public Wecords of the Wingdom,
&ec.

N order to give a clear and comprehensive Account of the Proceedings which have taken place,
under the Commission which was issued in the Year 1800, and afterwards renewed in 1806,
for the better Arrangement and Preservation of the Public Records of the Realm, it is proposed
in the First place, To state the Origin of those Commissions, and the general course adopted for
carrying them into execution; Secondly, The Result, so far as the specific Measures thereby
directed have been hitherto carried into Execution ; and Thirdly, To point out some of the gene-
ral Consequences which the prosecution of these Measures has produced respectmg the Custody
and Arrangement of the Public Records throughout the United Kingdom.

I ‘

.-1. IN the early part of the Year 1800, the State of the Public Records was brought under the
Consideration of the House of Commons ; and thereupon a Select Committee was appointed * to
‘¢ inquire into the State of the Public Records of Great Britain, and of such other Public Instru-
“ ments, Rolls, Books, and Papers, as they should think proper; and to report to The House,
 the Nature and Condition thereof ; together with what they should judge fit to be done, for the
“ better Arrangement, Preservation; and more convenient Use of the same.”

2. Towards the end of the same Session of Parliament, the Committee presented to the House
the Result of their Labours, in the form of Two connected Reports; wherein, after setting forth
a brief Account of the Measures taken upon this Subject under the Authonty of the Crown and
Parliament in former times, and also relating the course of Proceeding by which their own
Inquiries had been conducted, the Committee finally submitted to the Judgment of the House
certain Measures for the better Preservation, Arrangement, and more convenient Use of, the
Contents of all the various Public Renositories : together with svstematical and alnhahetical Fnn-
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And before the Prorogation of the Session took place, the Chancellor of the Exchequer by -
His Majesty’s Command acquainted the House of Commons, that His Majesty would give direc-
tions for carrying into effect the Measures recommended in their Address.

4. Accordingly, by Commission under His Majesty’s Sign Manual, dated the 19th day of July -

- 1800, His Majesty was graciously pleased to appoint Willlam Henry Cavendish Duke of Portland,

Knight of the Most Noble Order of the Garter, William Wyn dham Baron Grenville, and The

Right Honourable Henry Dundas, the Three Principal Secretanes of State, The Right Honourable

Henry Addington, Speaker of the House of Commons, The Right Honourable William Pitt, Chan-

cellor and Under Treasurer of the Exchequer and First Commissioner of the Treasury, The

Right Honourable Sir Richard Pepper Arden Knight, Master of the Rolls, The Right Honourable

Lord Frederick Campbell, Clerk Register of Scotland, The Right Honourable Sylvester Douglas,

One of the Commissioners of the Treasury, Sir John Mitford Knight, Attorney General, Sir

William Grant Knight, Solicitor General, Robert Dundas Esquire, Advocate for Scotland, and

Charles Abbot Esquire, to be His Commissioners for giving effect to the Measures recommended

by the Address of the House of Commons. By the Tenor of their Appointment They were re-

quired to certify from time to time, under their Hands and Seals, to the Lord High Treasurer,
or to the Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, what should be a fit and suitable Recompense

to the several Persons employed under them, for their Pains and Services in the execution of
the Duties to be by them performed ; and They were also required to certify annually to His
Majesty in His Privy Council, all and every of the several Proceedings of themselves and of the

Persons employed under them, together with such other Matters, if any, as they might think de-

serving of His Majesty’s Royal Consideration.

. At a subsequent Period, by another Commission, bearing date the 23d day of May 1806,
after reciting that Progress had been duly made under the former Commission, but that some of
the Commissioners therein named were then deceased, or had become less able to attend to the
Duties required of them ; and that it had become expedient to appoint others in their place, and
also to increase the Number of the said Persons so to be appointed, in such manner as might
give more complete and permanent effect to His Majesty’s Royal Intentions in that behalf, His
Majesty was graciously pleased to appoint, with like Powers and under like Instructions, William
Wyndham Baron Grenville, First Commissioner of the Treasury, or the First Commissioner of
the Treasury for the time being, George John Earl Spencer Knight of the Most Noble Order of
the Garter, The Right Honourable Charles James Fox, and William Windham, the Three Prin-
cipal Secretaries of State, or the Three Principal Secretaries of State for the time being, The
Right- Honourable Charles Abbot Speaker of The House of Commons, or the Speaker of the -
House of Commons for the time being, The Right Honourable Sir William Grant Knight, Master
of the Rolls, or the Master of the Rolls for the time being, Henry Erskine Esquire, Advocate for
Scotland, or the Advocate for Scotland for the time being, Henry Viscount Sidmouth, The Right
Honourable Lord Frederick Campbell, Sylvester Baron Glenbervie of the Kingdom of Ireland,
John Baron Redesdale, the Right Reverend Father in God John Lord Bishop of Oxford, and The
Right Honourable Charles. Bathurst, William Wickham, and Nathaniel Bond, to be His Commis<
sioners for carrying the Measures recommended by The Commons into further Effect.

5. In Execution of these Two successive Commissions, the Persons severally therein named
have proceeded to discharge the Duties therein specified.

The first Meeting of the Commissioners took place on the 22d of July 1800; and thereupon
after appointing a Secretary to conduct their Correspondence, and superintend the execution of
their Orders, they appointed also divers other Persons skilled in the Business pertaining to the
said Commission, to act as their Sub-Commissioners in the several Departments specially assigned
to each : The Progress made by each Sub-Commissioner was thereafter certified by the Secretary
in Monthly Returns to the Commissioners, and at the close of the Year, he also laid before the
Board a Summary of all the several Works performed in each Department respectively ; upon
Consideration whereof, the Commissioners proceeded to prepare and authenticate the Two Certi-
ficates prescribed by the Commission under which they were appointed.

From the Year 1800 to the present time, the Business of these Commissions has been always
conducted under the same Regulations, with the like Monthly Reports, Annual Summary, and
Annual Reports or Certificates; and no Variation whatever in the course of these Proceedmgs has
taken place

An
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An Account of the Sums issued annually to the Commissioners, and disbursed by them in
Remuneration of the several Persons employed under them in England and Scotland, from 1800
tq 1812, is also subjoined ; all which Payments have been duly examined with their respective
Vouchers to the twenty-fourth day of June in the year 1809 inclusive, and have been allowed by
the Treasury ; and the further Accounts and Vouchers for the Disbursements in England to the
date of this Report, are now before the Treasury for Examination.

II.

§1. THE Measures recommended by The House of Commons, as will appear by referring to
“the Report of their Committee, were divided into those which separately regarded England and

Scotland : Those for England were again distributed under the general Heads of 1. Buildings:
2. Calendars and Indexes: 8. Transfers: 4. Establishments of Office : 5. Selection of Original
Records and Documents for Publication :=—Those for Scotland comprized all the like Heads, together

“with the additional subject of Registration.

Of.these Measures, some have been already completed; othersare in Progress ; others are for the

‘present Postponed; and the rest have been found, upon consideration, not to be within the
- Powers vested in the Commissioners: And the Consolidated Result of all the Proceedings under
- each Commission is exhibited. in the Lists subjoined to this Return, shewing the date of each

successive Order for directing the conduct of each separate Measure, and its final Completion, or
present State.

§ 2. Amongst the principal Measures which have been carried into Execution either by the
Commissioners themselves, or by His Majesty’s Government in conformity with the Views of the

- Commissioners, or by the Authority of Parliament, are the following :

1. With respect to Burrpings. Upon the earnest Representations of the Commissioners, some

 steps have been taken, towards providing a more secure Repository for the State Papers in London,

and also towards rendering the Arrangement of the State Paper Office more complete and more
suitable to the Dignity and Importance of their Nature, and their Utility to the Public Service ;
Objects for which this Country has not as yet made any adeqnate Provision. :

" An increased Accommodation has been provided for the Journal and Paper Office of the House

- of Commons ; and also for the Record Offices in the Chapter House of Westminster, and at the

Tower of London ; and in like manner for those Offices of the Court of Chancery, which serve
for the Business of the Clerk of the Crown, the Petty Bag, the Cursitors, and the Examiners.

2. With respect to CATALOGUES, CALENDARS, and INDExEs: The Arrangement of the
Records in the Chapter House has been completed, and an entire Catalogue of its Contents has
been formed, One Copy whereof is preserved in the Chapter House itself, another has been
deposited in the Tower, and a Third in the British Museum.

The unarranged Records in the Tower have been so far examined, that several of them have been
sorted into Classes, and Calendars are now forming to many curious and neglected Records in that
antient Repository. The Parliamentary Writs, the County Placita, and the Proceedings of the
Court of Chancery, which are from time to time transmitted thither for Custody, have been put
into a due train for having their Contents arranged in Catalogues and Indexes.

The Calendars of the Memoranda in the Office of the Lord Treasurer’s Remembrancer in the
Exchequer have been revised and much enlarged, and continued from the first year of King John
to the beginning of King Edward the First.

In ScoTLAND, the General Register House has undergone a thorough Survey, and in many Parts

a new Arrangement, in consequence of the necessary Repairs and Compression of the Records and -

MSS. which had been antiently neglected and considerably damaged before their Removal from the
Parliament House to the present Edifice. A Repertory or Catalogue of all the Contents of that
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3. With respectto TRANSFERs : In England, above 4,000 Rolls have been transferred from the
Land Revenue Office to the Augmentation Office, to which they more properly belong ; and from
the Augmentatlon Office many Rolls and Books have been transferred to their proper Reposatory
in the respective Offices of the Duchy of Lancaster and Duchy of Cornwall.

The Necessity of a regular and annual Transmission of the Copies of Parish Registers in every
Diocese to the Diocesan, or his Chancellor, according to the Canon of 1603, as the best- method
for preserving these Evidences of Title and Pedigree from Spoliation or Confusion, induced the
Commissioners at the Outset of their Proceedings in the Year 1800, respectfully to submit to the
Archblshops of Canterbury and York, the Propriety of their using such means within their
respective Provinces, as they might judge expedlent for ensuring the due Observance of that

Regulation.
In Scotland, the speedy Transmission of the subordinate Records and Registers to the General

'Register House at Edinburgh, was provided for by Parliament in the Year 1809; and other im-

portant Regulations for the like Purpose were established by another Statute in the Year 1810;
and the antient Records of Tailzies and Inventories, and those of the Privy Council and Court of

Justiciary, have been transferred to the General Register House.

" 4. With respect to the Establishments of Office, and the Duties and Emoluments of the Record
Officers, it has not been found practicable to make any Alteration in England ; principally on
account of the vested Rights of Individuals. But by the Provisions of an Act passed in the Year
1810, the Forms of extracting the Decrees of the Court of Session in Scotland, and the Fees con-
nected therewith, have been altered, and subjected to new Regulations.

5. Of the Works PRINTED by Order of the Commissioners: The Calendars, Catalogues, and
Indexes form One Description ; and the rest consist of Original Records, selected and published
Entire, or by Abstract, according to their apparent Uulity.

The Printed CALENDARS, CATALOGUES, and INDEXEsS of English Records, consist of a
Consolidated Index to the Two Books of Domesday, distinguishing the Tenants, Tenures, and
Principal Matters; also, Chronological Calendars to The Inquisitions Post Mortem, The Charter
Rolls and Inquisitions ad Quod Damnum ; The Patent Rolls in the Tower, and the Originalia

of the Lord Treasurer's Remembrancer’s Office in the Exchequer; each however of the preceding
Compilations relates only to the early Periods of our History. Besides these, a Catalogue

" of the Cottonian MSS. ‘in tie Britich Musoum has heen puhlished : and the Catalogue of the

Harleian MSS. has been revised, enlarged and reprinted with the usual Alphabetical Indexes, and
also with the additional Advantage of an Analytical Index, classed according to the different
Branches of Learning to which those MSS. relate, for the purpose of affording a more ready
clue to their Contents, such Collections losing otherwise from their Miscellaneous Nature much of.
their Public Utility. A Catalogue of the Lansdowne MSS including the Burlelgh Papers, is also

preparing for the Press with similar Indexes.

The OrRIGINAL RECORDS, of which Entire Copies or Abstracts have been printed in England
comprehend some of the most 1mportant Muniments of its Civil and Ecclesiastical History.

Amongst the most important Records of the Civil History of this Country are its STATUTES ;
and of these an authentic Edition has been undertaken, of which the First Volume has been already
published, compnsmg the Charters of the Liberties of England, and all the Statutes hitherto
acknowledged as such, from their earliest Date to the conclusmn of the Reign of Edward the
Third ; with a large Introduction, explanatory of the Principles adopted and the Methods used
in preparing this Work for the Press. The Collection of Charters pursues and completes the Plan
of Sir' William' Blackstone : and in publishing the Statutes of the Realm (so denominated in the
Statutes themselves) the Rules generally observed in the Selection of Sources for the Text, and in
the Use of occasional References to other Sources, in the Nature of Various Readings, are con-
formable to the course which has been long since sanctioned by the Authority and Example of
Lord Coke and Serjeant Hawkins: but in consequence of further Researches, this Publication
contains many large and important Additions, for which the precise Authorities are noted
throughout. The Second and Third Volumes of this Work, extending to the Reign of Henry

the Eighth, are now printing concurrently.
~ The JourNaLs and RePorTs of the House of Commons are also Reprinting in conformity
with a separate Address of the House of Commons in 1805 ; and in this Series all the Reports from

the Year 1715 to the Year 1800, upon Matters of State Policy, Domestic or Colonial, or of any
ST Ny considerable
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considerable Importance, respecting Finance, Agriculture, Trade, or Commerce, not included in the
Body of the Journals, have been collected and arranged in Volumes according to their Subjects, and
will be published with a General Index to the whole Series.

Of the great Collection of Documents known by the Name of RYMER’s FEDERA, it has been
determined to print a new Compilation, including all hitherto published ‘by Rymer (Repetitions
excepted) and completing it by the Aid of many Sources not open to his Industry; with a Conti-
nuation also to the Period of the Revolution. Large Materials for this purpose have been collected,
and are collecting ; and a detailed Plan of Contents for the First Volume is now under the Con-
sideration of the Commissioners.

- To the Civil History of England also belong the following Works pubhshed under the Authority
of the Commissioners ; namely, An Abstract of the most antient _Bolls of Pleadingsin the King’s
Superior Courts, intitled ABBREVIATIO PLACITORUM, preserved in the Chapter House, and ex-
tending through the Reigns of Richard I; John; Henry III ; Edw. I and Edward II.—The antient
Feudal Survey intitled TEsta DE NEvVILL, of the Reigns of Henry III & Edward I.—The
HuNDRED RoLLs of the Reign of Edward I, shewing the Franchises then claimed ; and to these
will be added an Abstract of the Pleadings in Quo WARRANTO, by which these Claims were
brought under Adjudication.

The EccrLEsrasTicaL Records which have been collected and printed, are the TaxaTioN oF
Pore NicHoLAs IV, in the Reign of Edward 1;—~The INQuisiTIONES NoNARUM in the Reign of
Edw. III ;—and, The VaLvuaTION OoF DiGNITIES AND BENEFICES made by the Authority of
Henry VIII: Of this latter Work, One Volume, comprehending the Dioceses of Canterbury,
Rochester, Bath and Wells, Bristol, Chichester, and London, and illustrated with Diocesan Maps
accommodated to the Nomenclature of the Original Valuation, has been printed ; and the rest are
in considerable Progress.

The Roruri Scoriz in the Tower of London constitute an important Collection of Records
illustrative of the Political Transactions between England and Scotland ; and an Abstract of these
Rolls from the Nineteenth Year of Edward the First to the end: of Edward the Third has been
long in the Press, and is now nearly completed for Publication.

In ScoTLAND, the only Work hitherto published is, AN ABRIDGMENT oF THE RETOURS OF
SERrvVICES for all the Counties of Scotland from a.D.1546 to A.Dp. 1700. But a Selection of
Rovyar CHARTERS is printing, together with an Abridgment of the Register of the Great Seal
The Records of the Privy CouncIL of Scotland have also been thought deserving of Examination,
and a considerable Portion of their Contents has been selected and transcribed for the Press.
A Collection of all the PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS of Scotland, whilst a separate Kingdom,
has been for a considerable time past in preparation. The Commissioners, by the Advice of the
Lords of Session, propose to divide this Work into Three Periods ; namely, 1. Prior to the Acces-
sion of King Robert I, A.p. 1306 ; 2. To the Return of King James the First, o.p.1424; 3. To
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* the Union A.D.1707. The Materials for the last of these Periods are distributed under Two -

principal Heads, entitled, I, Acts of Parliament ; and II, Acts which are of a Judicial Nature; which
latter are divided into “ Acta Dominorum ad Causas et Querelas audiendas electorum;” and
% Acta Dominorum Concili).” The Commissioners, by the same Advice, have thought proper to
begin by printing such as belong to the last of the Three Periods above mentioned.

§ 3. Of all these Works printed in England and Scotland a List is subjoined to this Return,
specifying the Periods of History to which they belong; the Dates of their Publication respectively,
and the Number of Volumes to which each Work extends; noticing also those which are now
printing, and those which are transcribed or transcribing for the Press.—It is not the present
intention of The Commissioners to direct the printing of any other Works beyond those already
directed and above enumerated.

The Number of Copies printed has been different in different instances. Of those Works which
were most costly, and where the principal Object was to secure a correct Text, to which private
Editors might afterwards resort (and such was peculiarly the Case with the projected Edition of
the Statutes), the Commissioners came to a very early Determination, and upon Consultation with
the most experienced Persons in the Year 1802, they were of Opinion that this Impression should
not exceed Five Hundred Copies. Of other Works, however moderate the Expense might be, yet
if not likely to be in very general request (and such, for Instance, were all which exclusively con-
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Impresslon was printed sufficiently large to supply the Members of both Houses of Parliament, yet
of late it has been deemed more adviseable not to exceed One Thousand in any instance whatever.

But in order that these various Publications may be very generally distributed for Public Use
and Convenience, and' ;at-the same time securely preserved, Copies have been delivered to all the
principal Public leranés and Repositories Civil and Ecclesiastical throughout the United Kingdom,
according to a List apprO\ied by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, and hereunto
annexed. And all the Surplus Stock, secured for the present in Stores properly inventoried and in-
sured, has (with a very limited Reserve explained in the same List) been put into a course of gra-
dual Sale, by the Authority df the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury ; for the double
Purpose of placing these Publjcations within the reach of all Persons who may be desirous of pos- -
sessing them, and also of hqm atmg’ in part the necessary Expenses of the Commission, by app]ylng .
the Proceeds in Reduction of the AAnnual Provision made by Parliamentary Grant

- IIL

BEYOND this Narrative; and Explanation of the Works executed under these Commissions,
there are several Consequences of a more geperal Nature resulting from their Operation, which it
may be proper also to notice. -

§ 1. The Instruction of Persons, who may by their Employment upon’ the present Occasion
acquire and transmit to others that peculiar Species of Knowledge which is requisite for the right
understanding of Records, has appeared to the Commissioners to be of considerable Importance ;
and they have not been disappointed in their Endeavours to provide for it.

By the Authority of the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty s Treasury, an enlarged Establish-
ment of Clerks has been allowed to the Keeper of the Records in His Majesty’s Tower of London,
n order to expedlte the Arrangement of the Rolls of various Sortsin that Office ; and the Kee per
of the Tower Records 18 requxred to make an annual Report of their specific Employment and

Work done.

In like manner, by the liberal co-operation of the Keeper of the Records in the Chapter House
‘of Westminster, Persons recommended by the Commissioners as the best qualified, have been ap-
pointed in succession to the vacant Situations upon that Establishment: and in the Office of the Lord
Treasurer's Remembrancer in the Exchequer, similar opportunities have been made available.

In Scotland, at the instance of the Commissioners, and in concurrence with the Lord Clerk
Register of Scotland, the Office of Deputy Clerk Regxster has been created, under His Majesty’s
Authonty The Warrant and Commission for-appointing this Officer prescribe his general Duties ;

the particular Detail whereof, and the method of rendering their execution most useful to the
‘Public, were adjusted by the Lord Clerk Register himself, upon personal Conference with the

Great Law Officers of Scotland ; and the solid Improvements which have been since made in the
extensive System of Registration which prevails there, have justified the Wisdom and Expedxency '

of that Appointment.

§ 2. The general Introduction of greater Regularity into the Arrangement of many Public Re-
p051tor1es has also followed ; in some instances, from the special Interposition of the Commissioners,
and in others from the increased Attention to those Matters, which the Operatlon of the Comml,s.
sions has excited.

Thus, upon the Representations of the Commissioners, the Barons of the Court of Exchequer
at Westminster have provided for the more regular keeping of the Records belonging to the Office
of His Majesty’s Remembrancer, which had fallen into great Disorder; and a Certificate respecting
the State of these Records is required to be read annually in Open Court.

And by divers Communications made from time to time to the Commissioners, it has been cer-
tified that the Archives and Muniments of some Cathedrals and several Corporations, both Lay
and Ecclesiastical, have been placed within these few Years in a-very improved state of Security
and Order.

§ 3. Many important Records have also been discovered in the course of these Researches, whlch
had been supposed to be no longer in Existence, or had been lost in the confused Heaps of un-.
arranged Materials. Some of ‘these Discoveries have been made in the Progress of arranging the
unsorted Records of different Offices; and others during the course of a Search for Charters
and Statutes in the Cathedrals, Universities, and other public Repositories of Records throughout

England
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England and Ireland; Two Sub-Commissioners having been .employed in the Year 1806
upon that special Service ;. and much additional Information has been obtained in consequence of
these various Exertions,.and large Additions .have been made to the Knowledge of our. antient
Records, over and above the Matters specified in the several Returns to the Select Committee of
the House of Commons, upon whose Labours these Commissions have been founded.

1. In EN6LAND, amongst The Ca ARTERS of the Liberties of England, the Carta de Fpresta -
2 Hen. III; concerning which Sir William Blackstone supposed that ¢ the original and all authentic
“ Records were lost,” has been found at Durham ; and the Originals of many other Instruments
inserted in the Collection of Charters prefixed to the authentic Edition of the Statutes, have been
‘discovered in the course of the same Researches.

2. In the TowEr of London, the diligence of the present. Keeper of the Records has brought

to light a large Collection of Parliamentary Petitions, exceeding Six thousand in number ; many
Parhamentary Returns from the Reign of Henry the Sixth to the Restoration of Charles the

Second ; some Parliamentary Surveys of Ecclesiastical Benefices, made during the Usurpation, -

of the same nature with the larger Number now deposited in the Manuscript Library at Lambeth

‘Palace ; a voluminous Collection of Letters Missive from the Kings of England, many of them
in their own Hand-writing, beginning with Henry the Third, and extending to the Reign of
Richard the Third ; State Papers also, in great Numbers, and of various-Sorts, many of which are
inserted in Rymer’s Feedera, but without any Reference to the Original, or its Place of Deposit :
besides a large Mass of Judicial Proceedings in the Reigns of Hen. IlI, Edw. I, and Edw. I ; some
Forest Surveys, and private Muniments of different Descriptions.

3. In the CuaPTER HousE at Westminster, a great Variety of Instruments not heretofore
noticed in the Calendars of that Repository, comprehending State Papers, and Records Parliamentary
and Judicial, of almost every kind, has been brought to light; many of these are of great
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Importance to the connected History of England and Scotland ; others relate to the details of

Government in the Reigns of Hen. VII and Hen. VIII, including the Letters of Cardinal Wolsey
and Lord Cromwell ; others to ,the Landed Possessions which have been vested in the Crown from
time to time by Attainder and other Titles ; and a considerable Addition has been lately made to
the Contents of this Building by the Transfer of a large Mass of Rolls of Fines, which have been
rescued from destruction by Damp, to which they were exposed in their former Situation under
the Temple Church, and which are now arranged and made accessible for Public Use.

4. In the Office of The KinG’s REMEMBRANCER, many Civil and Ecclesiastical Records have
been found of divers sorts aud dales, hitherto unnoticed ; Extents of the Manors and Possessions of
Abbles of Royal Foundation, and of Alien Priories, and of the Knights Templars in England upon
the Suppression of their Order ; Extents and Accounts of the Duchy of Cornwall in the time of
the Black Prince ; Escheat Rolls from Edw. I to the time of Eliz.; Taxations of the Clergy and
Lalty ; and Accounts of Offices, Civil and Military, under the Crown, from Edw. I to Car. II. And
in the Office of The Lorp TREASURER’S REMEMBRANCER, the Pipe Roll of 26 Hen. II has
been discovered, which is one of the most antient Records of that Sort now known to be extant.

§4. In ScorLaND the Commissioners have endeavoured. to carry into Execution the various
Measures to which their Duties were directed, and the beneficial Effects of their Endeavours have
been acknowledged by the highest Judicial Authorities in that part of the United Kingdoin. At
the instance of the Commissioners, repeated Conferences were holden at Edinburgh, in the Years
1807, 1808, and 1809, between the Lord Clerk Register and the great Law Officers of Scotland ;
and many Arrangements were made under their conjoint Authority. The Annual Reports re-
quired from the Deputy Clerk Register, and which by the Tenor of his Appointment are to be
submitted to the Court of Session, have been also referred annually by that Court, to Committees
of their own learned Body, who have successively declared their high Approbation of the Pro-
ceedings of that Officer, and have also assisted this Board by their valuable Suggestions. Several
new and important Regulations have been consequently established by Acts of Sederunt; and
effectual Measures have been taken by The Faculty of Advocates for the Publication of a more
correct Edition of the Statute Law of Scotland. )

Many defects and irregularities having gradually impaired some Parts of the Process by which
the Registration of Deeds is secured in that part of the United Kingdom, a Bill for remedying
these Evils was prepared in the Year 1808 by direction of the Commissioners, and submitted to the
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In the GENERAL REGIsTER HOUSE, the number of original Documents relative to the Transac- -
~ tions between Scotland and other Kingdoms, is inconsiderable, in comparison with what must have
- formerly existed ; but even of that Number, a very small Proportion was known to have been
preserved, until the late Researches and Arrangements which have been made by the Direction of
the Commissioners, and of the present Lord Clerk Register.

~ Of the TREATI1ES and other Transactions between the Crowns of ScoTrLAND and ENGLAND,
about Fifty-one original Instruments are preserved. The counter-parts of some of these are
printed in Rymer’s Feedera ; but some of the most curious and important are not to be found in
that Collection, nor was their Preservation in the Scottish Archives known till lately. Of this
Description is the TREATY oF NORTHAMPTON in 1328 ; an AGREEMENT between James III
and Edward IV in 1463 ; and several others.

Of the Transactions between the Sovereigns of ScorLaAND and Fraxce, about Thirty-three
original Instruments are preserved all of which may be said to have been brought to light by the
late Researches.

Of the very unportant Transactions between the Crowns of ScoTLAND and DENMARK, only

Four original Documents are preserved ; and these have been also recently brought to light. Of

. this Number is the Treaty of 1468, by which the Islands of Orkney and Shetland were ceded to
.. Scotland.

The original Documents connected with the internal Government and State of the Kingdom of
Scotland, are of course more numerous and miscellaneous, and amongst these are the Chamberlain
Rolls and the Accounts of the Lord High Treasurer. All these have till lately been but little
attended to, and many of them are in a state of great Decay. The public Atténtion has also been
directed of late to the defective State of the Buildings, and the want of a proper Custody for the
County Records, for which 1t is hoped some effectual Remedy may be provided.

Appendix, § 5. IRELAND also has benefited, in some degree, by the Operation, of these Commissions.
Y-1) A Valuation and Taxation of all the Ecclesiastical Benefices of Ireland, made in the Year 1292, by
the Authority of Pope Nicholas IV, has been discovered amongst the Records of the Court of
Exchequer in England. The Rolls containing this Survey are stated by an Entry upon the Rolls
themselves to have been delivered in the 16th Year of Edw.Il, to the Bishop of Exeter, then Lord

igh Treasurer of England, under the Seal of the King’s Exchequer in Dublin. .

Appendix, The Sub-Commissianers who were employed in 1806, to search for Charters and Statutes in

(¥.2.3.4)/ England, extended their Journey also to Ireland ; and after inspecting most of the Record
Repositories there, they delivered to the Lord Lieutenant a written Report upon their Contents,
Condition, Arrangement, and future Preservation.

In Conclusion, it is to be remarked, as a Testimony of the Opinion which has prevailed in favour
of the beneficial Effects of such Measures as these Commissions were intended to produce, that
Appendix His Majesty, upon the Address of the House of Commons, has been recently pleased to issue
1) a Commission for the like Purposes in Ireland, directed to Persons the most distinguished for
their Rank and Learning, by whose zealous Exertions an auspicious Commencement has been
already made towards the Accomplishment of Measures corresponding with those adopted in
Great Britain, the necessity whereof appears to be not less urgent there than in other parts of the
United Kingdom.
CHARLES ABBOT.
WILLIAM GRANT.
. FREDERICK CAMPBELL.
REDESDALE.
GLENBERVIE.
JOHN LONDON.

' CHARLES BATHURST.

Dated 2d June 1812.

et e—
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Appendix, (A.)

ADDRESS

OF THE

HousE or ComMmons oF GREAT BRITAIN

TO

HIS MAJESTY.

EXTRACTED FROM THE VOTES,
Veneris 11° die Julii, Anno 40° Grorc1r III™ Regis 1800.

MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN,

WE, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament

assembled, having taken into our Consideration the State of the Public Records of this Kingdom, and the
necessity of providing for the better Arrangement, Preservation, and more convernient Use of the same, humbly
beg leave to lay before Your MasESTY, the Report of our Proceedings thereon; and to represent to Your
Majesty, that in several of the Principal Offices we have found the Public Records preserved with great order and
regularity, and in some few, with a method and care which are exemplary; but that, in many of the most
important Offices, they are wholly unarranged, undescribed, and unascertained ; that some of them are exposed
to erasure, alteration, and embezzlement, and others are lodged in places where they are daily perishing by damp,
or incurring a continual risk of destruction by fire,

A period of nearly seventy years has elapsed since the last general Parliamentary Inquiry upon this subject ;
and, during this interval of time, the change which has taken place in the language and written character of
Judicial Proceedings, as well as the large accumulation of materials which has been progressively superadded in
every departinent, have increased the difficulty of methodizing the several Repositories, or applying their contents
to purposes of practical use.

In the course of our Inquiry we have found that many of the Public Dunldmgs allotted to these uses, and

especially those Buildings which belong to Your Majesty’s Exchequer in all its brauches, comprehending the

antient Records and Muniments of the Rights and Possessions of the Crown, and the Vouchers and Accounts
of the Public Revenues and Expenditure, are in a state so incommodious and insecure, as to require immediate
attention.

It has also appeared to us, that the salutary measures heretofore adopted by Your Majesty’s Authority, for
methodizing the contents of some of the principal Repositories of Your Majesty’s Records and Papers of State,
might also be extended to many other Repositories, with consequences highly beneficial to the Public Service.

And the same motives which encouraged our Predecessors to intreat Your Majesty’s directions for printing
the antient Records of Domesday, and the Rolls of Parliament, have also induced us to submit to Your Majesty’s
wisdom, our desire of extending the same measure to other antient and valuable Monuments of our Hlstory,
Laws, and Government.

Your faithful Commons do therefore most humbly beseech Your Majesty, that You will be graciously pleased
to give such directions as Your Majesty, in Your great wisdom, shall think fit, for the better Preservation
Arrangement, and more convenient Use of the Public Records of this Kingdom.

And we beg leave further to assure Your Majesty, that whatever extraordinary expenses may be incurred by
the directions which Your Majesty, in Your great Wisdom, shall think fit to give on this occasion, shall be
chearfully provided for and made good by Your faithful Commons.

Jovis, 17° die Julii;
Anno 40° Geore1r ITI*" Regis, 1800.

MR. Chancellor of the Exchequer reported to the House, That their Address of Friday last (that His Majesty
would be graciously pleased to give such directions as He shall think fit, for the better Preservation, Arrange-
ment, and more convenient Use of the Public Records of this Kingdom; and to assure His Majesty, that

Appendix,
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COMMISSION

For executing the Measures recommended by the House of Commons,
respecting the Pusric Recorps of the Kinepowm.

GEORGE R.

GEORGE THE THIRD by the Grace of God King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender of
the Faith, &c.

To Our right trusty and right entirely beloved Cousin and Councillor, William Henry Cavendish Duke of
Portland, Knight of the most noble Order of the Garter ; Our right trusty and well beloved Councillors
William Wyndham Baron Grenville, and Henry Dundas Esquire, Our Three Principal Secretaries of
State ; Our right trusty and well-beloved Councillors, Henry Addington, Esquire, Speaker of the House
of Commons ; William Pitt Esquire, Chancellor and Under Treasurer of Our Exchequer, and First
Commissioner of Our Treasury; Sir Richard Pepper Arden Knight, Master of the Rolls, Frederick
Campbell Esquire,commonly called Lord Frederick Campbell, Our Clerk Register of Scotland ; Sylvester
Douglas Esquire, one of the Commissioners of Our Treasury; Our trusty and well-beloved Sir John
Mitford Knight, Our Attorney General; Sir William Grant Knight, Our Solicitor General ; Robert
Dundas Esquire, Our Advocate for Scotland ; and Charles Abbot Esquire; Greeting :

HEREAS the Knighte, Citizens, and Burgesses, and Commissioners of Shires and Boroughs, in Our
Parliament of Great Britain assembled, having taken into their Consideration the State of the Public
Records of this Kingdom, and the necessity of providing for the better Arrangement, Preservation, and more
convenient Use of the samne, have humbly laid before Us a Report of their Proceedings thereon ; and have also
humbly represented unto Us, that the Public Records of the Kingdom are in many Offices unarranged, unde-
scribed, and unascertained ; that many of them are exposed to erasure, alteration, and embezzlement, and are
lodged in Buildings incommodious and insecure; and that it would be beneficial to the Public Service that the
Records and Papers contained in many of the principal Offices and Repositories should be methodized, and that
certain of the more antient and valuable amongst them should be printed ; and have humbly besought us, that
We would be graciously pleased to give such directions thereupon as We in Our Wisdom shall think fit ;

Now know ye, That We, considering the Premises, and earnestly desiring more effectually to provide for the
better Arrangement, Preservation, and more convenient Use of the said Records and Papers, and reposing great
trust and confidence in your fidelity, discretion, and integrity ;—

Have authorized and appointed, and by these Presents do authorize and appoint you the said William Henry
Cavendish Duke of Portland, William Wyndham Baron Grenville, Henry Dundas, Henry Addington, William
Pitt, Sir Richard Pepper Arden, Frederick Campbell (commonly called Lord Frederick Campbell), Sylvester
Douglas, Sir John Mitford, Sir William Grant, Robert Dundas, and Charles Abbot, and any Three or more of
you, to make a diligent and particular Inquiry into the several Matters which Our faithful Commons have, in the
above-mentioned Report of their Proceedings, represented as fitting to be provided for by Our Royal Authority.

And furthermore, We do by these Presents give and grant to you Our said Commissioners, and any Three or
more of you, full Power and Authority to cause all and singular the Officers, Clerks, and Ministers of the said
Offices and Repositories respectively, to bring and produce upon Oath before you, or any Three or more of you,
all and singular Rolls, Records, Books, and Papers or other Writings, belonging to the said Offices or Reposi-
tories, or any of them, or any Officers within the same, and which shall be in the custody of them or any of
them respectively.

And
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And Our further Will and Pleasure is, That ye or any Three or more of you, upon due examination of the
Premises, shall cause such matters to be duly and speedily executed, as ye shall judge fitting and proper to be
done for the more effectual execution of. the several Measures recommended by our faithful Commons in the
said Report of their Proceedings relative thereto.

And to the end that Our Royal Will and Pleasure in the Premises may be executed with the greater regu-
larity and expedition, We farther by these Presents will and command, and do hereby give full power and
authority to you or any Three or more of you, to nominate and appoint from time to time such Person of
ability, care, and diligence, as ye shall think fit, to be and act as your Clerk or Secretary, for the purpose of
aiding you in the execution of these Presents; and also to nominate and appoint in like manner such several
Persons of ability, care and diligence, as ye may think fit, to be Sub-Commissioners, to be employed under
your direction and controul in the Premises; and more especially to methodize, regulate, and digest the
Records, Rolls, Instruments, Books and Papers, in any of our Public Offices and Repositories; and to cause
such of the said Records, Rolls, Instruments, Books, and Papers as are decayed and in danger of being
destroyed, to be bound and secured; and to make exact Calendars and Indexes thereof; and to superinténd
the Printing of such Calendars and Indexes, and original Records and Papers as ye shall cause to be printed ;
which said Clerk or Secretary, and Sub- Commlssmners, and every of them, shall and may be removed by you
or any Three of you, from time to time at your will and pleasure, full power and authority being hereby given

to you to appoint others in their places respectively.

And We further will and command, and by these Presents ordain, That ye or any Three or more of you shall
from time to time certify under your hands and seals unto OQur Lord High Treasurer, or unto' the Commis-
sioners of Our Treasury for the time being, what shall be a fit and suitable recompense to the above-mentioned
Clerk or Secretary, and Sub-Commissioners respectively, for their pains and services in the execution of the
duties hereby required ‘to be by them performed ; which said recompense it is Our Will and Pleasure shall

thereupon be paid to them respectively and accordingly.

And Our further Will and Pleasure is, That ye or any Three or more of you do and shall, on or before the
25th day of March in the year of our Lord 1801, and so- from year to year on or before the 25th day of
March in each year respectively, so long as this Commission shall continue in force, certify unto Us in Our
Privy Council, under your hands and seals respectively, all and every of the several Proceedings of yourselves
and of the said Sub-Commissioners had by virtue of these Presents, together with such other matters (if any)
as may be deserving of Our Royal Consideration, touching or concerning the Premises, and what further
measures (1f any) ye shall think fit to propose thereupon.

\

- And lasﬂy, We do by these Presents ordain, That thié Our Commission shall continue in full force and
virtue ; and that ye Qur said Commissioners, or any ‘I'hree or more of you, shall and may from time to time,
and at any place or places, proceed in the execution thereof, and of every matter and thing therein contained,
although the same be not continued from time to time by adjournment. .

Given at Our Court, &c. the 19th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1800.

PORTLAND.

Appendix,
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SECOND

RECORD COMMISSION,
23¢ May 1806.

GEORGE R.

GEORGE THE THIRD by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
King, Defender of the Faith :

To Our right trusty and well-beloved Councillor William Wyndham Baron Grenville, First Commissioner
of Our Treasury, or the First Commissioner of Our Treasury for the time being; Our right trusty and
right well-beloved Cousin and Councillor George John Earl Spencer, Knight of the most noble Order
of the Garter, Our right trusty and well-beloved Councillors Charles James Fox, and William

‘Windham, Our three Principal Secretaries of State, or Our three Principal Secretaries of State for
the time being; Our right trusty and well-beloved Councillors Charles Abbot, Speaker of the House of
Commons, or the Speaker of the House of Commons for the time being; and Sir William Grant Knight,
Master of the Rolls, or the Master of the Rolls for the time being; Our trusty and well-beloved Henry
Erskine, Esquire, Our sole and only Advocate for Scotland, or Our sole and only Advocate for Scotland
for the time being; Our right trusty and well-beloved Cousin and Councillor Henry Viscount
Sidmouth; Our right trusty and well-beloved Councillors Frederick Campbell Esq. (commonly called
Lord Frederick Campbell), Sylvester Baron Glenbervie, of that part of Our United Kingdom called
Ireland, and John Baron Redesdale; the Right Reverend Father in God Our right trusty and well-
beloved John Lord Bishop of Oxford ; Our right trusty and well-beloved Councillors Charles Bathurst,
William Wickham, and Nathaniel Bond.

‘N?HEREAS the Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses, and . Commissioners of Shires and Boroughs, in Our
Parliament of Great Britain assembled, having taken into their consideration the State of the Public

coMMIsslON, Records of this Kingdom, and the necessity of providing for the better Arrangement, Preservation, and more

1806.

A

convenient Use of the same, have heretofore humbly laid before Us, a Report of their Proceedings thereon, and
also humbly represented unto Us, that the Public Records of the Kingdom are in many Oﬁices unarranged,
undescribed, and unascertained ; that many of them are exposed to erasure, alteration and embezzlement, and
are lodged in Buildings incommodious and insecure ; and that it would be beneficial for the public service that
the Records and Papers contained in many of the principal Offices and Repositories should be methodized,
and that certain of the more antient and valuable amongst them should be printed ; and humbly besought Us
that We would be graciously pleased to give such directions thereupon, as We in Our Wisdom should think fit :
And whereas We, considering the Premises, and earnestly desiring more effectually to provide for the better
Arrangement, Preservation, and more convenient Use of the said Records and Papers, did, by warrant under Our
Sign Manual, bearing date the nineteenth day of July 1800, authorize and appoint the several Persons therein
severally named, and any Three or more of them, 10 make a diligent and particular inquiry into the several
matters which Our faithful Commons had, in their above-mentioned Report of their Proceedings, represented as
fitting to be provided by Our Royal Authority, and to do such other matters and things touching the Premises
as are therein set forth : And whereas the said several Persons thereby appointed have duly proceeded in the
execution of the several matters committed to their charge, and have made considerable progress therein, as by
their annual Certificates to Us in Our Privy Council appears; but some of the said Persons are since
deceased, or have become less able to attend to the duties so required of them, and it is expedient to appoint
others in their place, and also to increase the number of the said Persons so to be appointed for the purpose

aforesaid, in such manner as may give more complete and permanent effect to Our Royal Intentions in that
behalf :

Now know ye, That We, considering the Premises, and earnestly desiring further and more effectually to
provide for the better Arrangement, Preservation, and more convenient Use of the said Records and Papers, and
reposing great trust and confidence in your fidelity, discretion, and integrity, Have authorized and appointed,
and by these Presents do authorize and appoint, you the said William Wyndham Baron Grenville, George
John Earl Spencer, Charles James Fox, William Windham, Charles Abbot, Sir William Grant, Henry Erskine,
Henry Viscount Sidmouth, Frederick Campbell Esquire (commonly called Lord Frederick Campbell), Sylvester
Baron Glenbervie, John Baron Redesdale, John Lord Bishop of Oxford, Charles Bathurst, William Wickham,

and
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and Nathaniel Bond, and any Three or more of you (whereof the said first Commissioner of Our Treasury, one
of Our Principal Secretaries of State, the Speaker of the House of Commons, the Master of the Rolls, or Our
Advocate for Scotland, severally and respectively for the time being, to be one) further to make a diligent and
particular Inquiry into the several matters which Our faithful Commons have, in the above-mentioned Report of
their Proceedings, represented as fitting to be provided for.by Our Royal Authority: And furthermore We do
by these Presents give and grant unto you Our said Commissioners, and any Three or more of you (whereof the
said first Commissioner of Our Treasury, one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, the Speaker of the House of
Commons, the Master of the Rolls, or-Our Advocate for. Scotland, severally and respectively for the time being,
to be one) full power and authority to cause all and singular the officers, clerks, and ministers of the said
Offices and Repositories respectively, to bring and produ¢e upon Oath, before you or any Three or more of you,
all and singular Rolls, Records, Books, and Papers, or other Writings belonging to the said Offices or Reposi-
tories, or-any of them, or any officers within the same, and which shall be in the custody of them or any of
them respectively : And Qur further Will and Pleasure is, That ye or any Three or more of you (whereof the
said First Commissioner of Our Treasury, one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, the Speaker of the House of
Commons, the Master of the Rolls, or Our Advocate for Scotland, severally and respectively for the time being,
to be one) upon due examination of the Premises, shall cause such matters to be duly and speedily executed,
as ye shall judge fitting and proper to be done for the more effectual execution of the' several measures recom-
mended by Our faithful Commons, in the said Report of their Proceedings relative thereto. And to the end
that Our Royal Will and Pleasure in the Premises may be executed with the greater regularity and expedition,
We further by these Presents will and command, and do hereby give full power and authority to you, or any
Three or more of you (whereof the said First Commissioner of Our Treasury, one of Our Principal Secretaries
of State, the Speaker of the House of Commons, the Master of the Rolls, or Our Advocate for Scotland,

severally and respectively for the time being, to be one) to nominate and appoint from time to time such person
of ability, care, and diligence, as ye shall think fit, to be and act as your Clerk or Secretary, for the purpose of
aiding you in the execution of these Presents; and also to nominate and appoint in like manner such several
persons of ability, care, and dahgence, as ye may think fit, to be Sub-Commissioners, to be employed under
your- direction and controul in the Premises; and more especially to methodize, regulate, and digest the
Records, Rolls, Instruments, Books, and Papers, in any of Our Public Offices and Repositories, and to
cause such of the. said Records, Rolls, Instruments, Books and. Papers, as are decayed and in danger of being
destroyed, to be bound and secured ; and to make exact Calendars and Indexes thereof; and to superintend
the. Printing of such Calendars and Indexes, and Original:Records and Papers, as:ye shall cause to be printed ;
which said Clerk or Secretary, and Sub-Commissioners, and every of them, shall and may be removed by you
or any Three.or more.of you (whereof the said First Commissioner. of Our Treasury, one of Our Principal
Secretaries of State, the Speaker of the House of Commons, the. Master of the Rolls, or Our Advocate for
Scotland, severally and respectively for the time being, to be one) from time to time, at your will and pleasure,
full power and authority being hereby given to you, to appoint others in their places respectively: And We
further will and command, and by these Prescnts urdaiu, That ye, or any ‘L'hree or more of you (whereof the
said First Commissioner of Our Treasury, one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, the Speaker of the Housc
of Commons, the Master of the Rolls, or Our Advocate for Scotland, severally and respectively for the time
being, to be one) shall from time to time certify under your hands and seals, unto Our Lord High Treasurer,
or unto the Commissioners of Our Treasury for the time being, what shall be a fit and suitable recompense
to the above-mentioned Clerk or Secretary, and Sub-Commissioners respectively, for their pains and services
in the execution of the duties hereby required to be by them performed; which said recompense it is Qur Will
and Pleasure shall thereupon be paid to them respectively and accordingly. And Our further Will and Pleasure
is, that ye or any Three or more of you (whereof the said First Commissioner of Our Treasury, one of Our,
Principal Secretaries of State, the Speaker of the House of Commons, the Master of the Rolls, or Our Advocate
for Scotlamd, severally and respectively for the time being, to be one) do and shall, on or before the twenty-
fifth day of March in the year of our Lord 1807, and so from year to year, on or before the twenty-ﬁfth day
of March in each year respectively, so long as this Commission shall continue in force, certify unto Us in Qur
Privy Council, under your hands and seals respectively, all and every of the several Proceedings of yourselves
and of the said Sub-Commissioners, had by virtue of these Presents, together with such other matters (if any)
as may be deserving of Our Royal Consideration, touching or concerning the Premises; and what further
measures (if any) ye shall think fit to propose thereupon. And lastly, We do by these Presents ordain, That
this Our Commission shall continue in full force and virtue ; and that ye Our said Commissioners, or any Three
or more of you (whereof the said First Commissioner of Our Treasury, one of Our Principal Secretaries of
State, the Speaker of the House of Commons, the Master of the Rolls, or Our Advocate for Scotland,
severally and respectively for the time being, to be one) shall and may from time to time, and at any place or
places, proceed in the execution thereof, and of every matter and thing therein contained, although the same
be not continued from time to time by adJoumment —Given at Our Court at Salnt James’s, the twenty-third
day of May 1806, in the forty-sixth year of Our reign.

By HIS MAJESTY’s Command.
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Appendix (C.)

ANNUAL REPORTS

COMMISSIONERS UPON PUBLIC RECORDS.

ABSTRACT OF ANNUAL REPORT, 23 MARCH 1801.

TO THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL.

WE the Commissioners constituted and appointed by Your Majesty’s Royal Commission, bearing date the
pineteenth day of July 1800, for carrying into execution the Measures recommended in the Report
made by the Select Committee of the House of Commons, with respect to the State of the Public Records
of the Kingdom, and the necessity of providing for the better Arrangement, Preservation, and more convenient
Use of the same, and the Printing of certain of the more antient and valuable amongst them, &c. &c. &c. Do
most humbly beg leave to certify to Your Majesty; '
- THAT in pursuance of the powers vested in us by Your Majesty’s said Commission, WE assembled on the
22d day of July last, at the house of the Right Honourable The Speaker of the House of Commons, and
opened the said Commission ; and appointed John Topham, Esquire, of Bedford-Row, F.S.A. and Barrister at
Law, to act as Secretary under the said Commission, After which, the Report of the Select Committee of the
House of Commons appointed to inquire into the State of the Public Records of the Kingdom, and also the
Resolutions of the House thereupon, were read, and taken into Consideration; and the following Orders were
made thereupon by the said Commissioners ; viz. ,

That the Secretary do write to James Wyatt, Esquire, Surveyor-General of His Majesty’s Works, to desire
him to proceed immediately to build the additional office to the Chapter-House at Westminster, according to
the plan thereof laid by him before the Record Committee of the House of Commons, and communicated to
the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury; and also to cause the framework and stages of the
apartment adjoining to Ceesar’s Chapel in the Tower of London to be sufficiently repaired; and also, that
Mr. Wyatt do prepare and provide the Repositories for the Records and Papers belonging to the Auditor’s
Office, the Pipe Office, and the Lord Treasurer’s Remembrancer’s Office in Somerset Place, according to the
plans thereof laid by him before the Record Committee of the House of Commons, and the Lords Commis-
sioners of His Majesty’s Treasury; and also, that Mr. Wyatt be directed to examine and report to this Board,
upon the security and convenience of the State Paper Office in Middle Scotland Yard, Whitehall, and the
practicability of removing the Records and Papers now kept in that office, to a situation contiguous or nearer
to the Offices of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State. .

That the Records of Attainder, &c. now in the custody of the Clerk to the Select Committee on the Public
Records of the Kingdom, be forthwith removed into the Baga de Secretis of the Court of King’s Bench, and
deposited-there in the presence of His Majesty’s Attorney General ; and that the Secretary to this Board be
directed to obtain the keys of office accordingly for. that purpose ; and that Mr. Dealtry, of the Crown Office
in the Court of King’s Bench, be desired to make a schedule of the Books, Papers, and Records contained in
the Baga de Secretis, and that one copy thereof be deposited therein with the said Records, and another copy
delivered, under seal, to His Majesty’s Coroner or Attorney for the time being, to be by him kept in the
Crown Office of the Court of King'sjBench, for the use of His Majesty’s Attorney General for the time being,

‘ That John Caley, Esquire, of Gray’s Inn, and Mr. Jonathan Hewlett of the Prothonotaries Office in the
Court of Comman Pleas, be Sub-Commissioners under this Board, for the purpose of methodizing and indexing
the Docket Rolls of the Court of Common Pleas.

That John Caley, Esquire, of Gray’s Inn, together with Mr. William Kirkby and Mr. George Vanderzee,
two of the Side Clerks in the King’s Remembrancer’s Office in the Exchequer, be Sub-Commissioners under
this Board, for arranging, methodizing, and indexing all the Records in the said office, or belonging thereto.

That John Caley, Esquire, together with Mr. Henry Playford, one of the Sworn Clerks in the Office of the
Lord Treasurer’s Remembrancer, be Sub-Commissioners under this Board, for arranging, methodizing, and
indexing all the Records in the said office, or belonging thereto. )
That
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- That Mr. Caley, together with Mr. Thomas Bryan Richards, and Mr. Jonathan Fearnsnde, a clerk in the
Office of the Auditor of the Land Revenue for England, be Sub-Commissioners under this Board, for arranging,
methodizing, and indexing the Records in the Offices of the Auditors of the Land Revenue for England and
Wales, or belonging thereto.

That the Secretary do write to the Trustees of the British Museum, to express the desire of thls Board, that

the Catalogue of the MSS. in the Cottonian Library, lately compiled by their principal Librarian, may be printed
immediately ; and also, that the Catalogue of the Harleian MSS. be revised, corrected, and re-printed.

LJ

That the Ministers Accounts in the Offices of the Auditors of the Land Revenue, be transferred to the
Augmentation Office ; and that the Records of the Duchy of Lancaster and the Duchy of Cornwall, in the
Augmentation Office, be also transferred to the respective Offices to which they relate,

That the Secretary do write to the Keeper of the Records at the Chapter House, Westminster, to request
him to cause complete Indexes to the two Volumes of Domesday Book, to be made, and to have the same
printed with a Title and Table of Contents as prepared and recommended by the President and Council of
the Society of Antiquaries, upon a reference to them from the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury
in the month of April 1783 ; and also to cause the Calendars and Indexes to the Records of the Court of
King’s Bench, from the 1st of Edw. I to the 10th of Henry v ; and of the Common Pleas from the 1st of
Edw. 1. to 18th of Edw.I; and of the Placita Exercitls, 24th Edw. I, to be printed, of the same size as
the Rolls and Journals of Parliament.

- That the Secretary do write to the Keeper of the Records in the Tower of London, to request him to cause
the Calendars and Indexes to the Patent, Close, and Charter Rolls, to be printed, of the same size as the Rolls
and Journals of Parliament ; and of the like type as the Sessional Index to the Journals.

AND ata Meeting of the said Commissioners, held on the 4th day of November last, it was Ordered, That
the Record called Pope Nicholas’s Taxation, formed about the year 1291, be printed from the Transcript
thereof remaining in the Court of Exchequer, after the same shall have been collated and compared with the
original Rolls of the same Record, in the Exchequer, British Museum, or other Repositories, and also with the
antient transcript of the same Record preserved in the British Museum ; and that the variations between the
different autharities be marked and printed at the bottom of each page a.nd that an Index of the Places therem
named be printed at the end of the work. :

That the Secretary do write to the Keeper of the Records in the Tower of London, the Keeper of the Records
in the Chapter House at Westmmster, the Keeper of the Recards in the Chapel of the Ralls, the Keeper of the
Recards of the Privy Council, and the Clerks of the Slgnet to cansider and report ta this Baard of a proper
Selection of Records, Instruments, and State Papers, in their custody respectivoly, fus the purpose of forming
a Supplement to Rymer’s Feedera, during the period of time which that Work comprehends ; and also of a
Selection to form a continuation of that Work, to the accession of His Majesty King George II.

That the Secretary do write to His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, or one of them, in the name of
this Board, requesting them, or one of them, to give directions to the Keeper of the State Paper Office, to
consider and report to this Board of a proper Selection of Records, Instruments, and State Papers in his custody,
for the purpose of forming a Supplement to Rymer’s Feedera, during the period of time which that work
comprehends ; and also of a Selection to form a continuation of that Work, to the accession of His Majesty
King George the Second ; and also to request that they, or one of them, will be pleased to give directions ta
the Keeper of the State Paper Office, to cause the Records removed in the year 1770, from the House of
Lords to the old State Paper Office Whitehall, to be forthwith arranged and indexed.

That the Secretary do write to the Lord Clerk Register of Scotland, to request his Lordship will cause the
Parliamentary Reeords of Scotland, and antient Royal Charters, to be immediately printed in a form and type
similar to the Parliament Rolls of England ; and also to request his Lordship’s attention to the other measures
recommended from Scotland, so far as thcy are within his department.
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That the Secretary do.write to the Lord Advocate for Scotland, to request that he will promote the execution
of the Measures recommended for Scotland, and signify to this Board in what particulars it may be necessary
for them to interpose their authority to this purpose.

That Mr. Vanderzee do proceed to arrange the rest of the unarranged Records in the King’s Remembrancer’s
Office of the Exchequer, with all dispatch, so far as the season and other circumstances will permit ; and that
he do bestow special attention upon searching for other Nonge Rolls ; and that the Nonz Rolls of the reign of
Edward the Third be fairly transcribed, and published in the same size and-type as the Taxation of Pope
Nicholas, with a fac-simile Engraving of one or more of the original Rolls. .

That a complete and authentic Edition of the Statutes of the Realm be prepared, and printed, including
every Law, as well those repealed or expired as those now in force, with a Chronological List of them, and
Tables of their principal matters : And that, for the purpose of ascertaining and preserving a Memorial of the
correct and intire Text of the Statute Law of the Realm, copies be distributed to the Clerk of the Parliaments
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, to the proper Officers of the principal Courts of Justice,
the Officers of State and Revenue, His Majesty’s Library, the Libraries of the several Universities, Inns of
Court, and such other places, for custody and public inspection in every part of the United Kingdom, as shall
be best suited to the purposes of this publication.

IT being represented to this Board, that Alexander Luders, Thomas Edlyne Tomlins, and John France,
Esquires, Barristers at Law ; John Caley Esquire, Mr. Thomas Bryan Richards, and Mr. William Illingworth ;
have severally bestowed their thoughts upon this Subject, and are fit and competent persons to execute different
parts of this Work, and are willing to be employed therein ; and certain Papers, prepared by Messrs. Luders,
Tomlins, and France, being produced to this Board, purporting to be Considerations upon a Plan for a complete
and authentic Edition of the Statutes ; and the same being now read ;

It was Ordered, That the several Persons above-named be appointed Sub-Commissioners, for carrying this
work into effect, and that the Secretary to this Board do confer with them from time to time upon the best mode
of proceeding, and report to this Board at their next Meeting what progress shall have been made therein.

That The Speaker be requested to take into his consideration, whether it may be expedient to have any
Selection made of Reports from Committees of the House of Commons, which are not inserted in the Journals,
as a Supplement to those ordered to be printed in 1773, and.continuation thereof to the Union of Great

 Britain and Ireland : . -

That the Surveyor General of His Majesty’s Works bedesired to consider and report to this Board, whether
a proper place can be provided, at Somerset Place, for the safe and convenient custody of the Records belong-
ing to the Clerks of Assize, &c. :

THE Board having also taken into consideration the Report of the Select Committee of the House of
Commons, upon the Public Records of the Kingdom, with respect to the importance of a regular Transmission
of the copies of Parish Registers, in every Diocese, to the Diocesan or. his Chancellor, which, by the Canons of
1603, ought to take place annually; and the great utility which may be derived from a regular observance
thereof, in guarding the evidences of title and pedigree from spoliation or confusion ; It was Ordered, That the
Secretary do write, in the name of this Board, to the Archbishop of Canterbury, and the Archbishop of York,
respectfully submitting to them the propriety of using such means as they shall judge to be expedient for
causing an Annual Transmission of the copies of the Parish Registers, in every Diocese, to the Bishop of the
Diocese, or his Chancellor, “ to the end the same may faithfully be preserved in the Registry of the said Bishop,”
according to Canon passed in 1603.

And WE beg leave further most humbly to lay before YOUR MAJESTY, the following State of the
Proceedings had, in pursuance of the said Orders, to the present time, and what remains to be further done
thereupon.

STATE
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STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to 23d March 1801.

Sub-Commissioners

and Others
Repository, |0 o the Orders DUTY TO BE PERFORMED. PROGRESS.
The Board
were directed.
Chapter House, |James Wyatt, Esq. Al . Chapter House, Westminster. Progress made.
. Surveyor General tera;wns Casar’s Chapel, in the Tower. Done.
of His Majesty’s Ran . Repositories, in Somerset Place. Progress made.
Works. PAIS- | State Paper Office. No Return.
Court of Mr. Dealtry. The Records of Attainder to be deposited in the | Nearly two-thirds com-
King’s Bench. Baga de Secretis ; and Schedules thereof to be made | pleted.
by Mr. Dealtry.
Court of M. Caley. The Docket Rolls in the Beginning of the reign of | Progress made.
Common Pleas. | Mr. Hewlett, Henry 8th to be arranged.
Exchequer: Mr. Caley. To arrange and index many thousands of Bills, An- Progress made; but it will

King’s Remem-
brancer’s Office.

Exchequer:
Lord Treasurer’s
Remembrancer’s

Office.

Auditors of the
Land Revenue.

British Museum.

Augmentation
Office.
Duchy of Lanc.
Duchy of Cornwall.

«Mr. Kirkby.
Mr. Vanderzee.

Mr. Caley.
Mzr. Playford.

Mr. Caley.
Mr. Richards.
M:. Fearnside.

Joseph Planta, Esq.

Mr. Caley.
Mr. Gray.
Mr. Harper.

swers, and Depositions, from the reign of Queen Eliza-
beth to King George 2d, which have been collected to-
gether, from all parts of the office, and sorted under the
heads of Counties and of Kings reigns, in order of time;
and also the Special Commissions and Inquisitions Post
Mortem and Escheat Rolls, which have been collected
together; and also the Decree Books of this Court,
during the first ten years of Queen Elizabeth.

The sacks, in which the Records in this Office were
conveyed from the Exchequer at Westminster to So-
merset Place in 1793, contained Memoranda 691 Rolls,
Originalia 896 Rolls. The Memoranda and Originalia
from King John to Charles2d, tobe examined, arranged,
and new backed, repaired, corded, and indorsed.

Surveys, Rentals, Particulars, and other unarrauged
Records, to be sorted, methodized, placed under their

respective counties, and completely arranged.

The new Catalogue of the Cotton Library to be
printed.

The Harleian Catalogue to be corrected, completed,
and reprinted.

Transfer of Records from the Auditors of the Land
Revenue to the Augmentation Office, and from the
Augmentation Office to the Duchies of Cornwall and
Lancaster.

require much time to regu-
late, arrange, and index the
whole of the numerous Re-
cords in this Department.
Many important Records
viz. Nonz Rolls, Extents
and Surveys of various dates
and sorts, have been already
discovered here.

50 sacks of Records and
Papers in this Office re-
main to be arranged and
indexed.

The Arrangement is com-
pleted. An Index to the In-
rolment of Grants is begun.

216 pages are printed.

Progress made.

Above 4,000 Rolls have
been transferred from the
Land Revenue Office to the
Augmentation Office.

From the Augmentation
Office more than 400 Rolls
and some Books to the
Duchy of Cornwall; and
several Rolls to the Duchy
of Lancaster.

This Work is completed.
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STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to the 23d March 1801—continued.

Repository.

Sub-Commissioners
and Others
to whom the Orders
of
The Board
were directed.

DUTY TO BE PERFORMFED.

PROGRESS.

Tower.

State Paper Office.

Tower,
and elsewhere.

Thomas Astle, Esq.
Rev. S. Ayscough.

Thomas Astle, Esq.
George Rose, Esq.
John Kipling, Esq.
Sir Steph. Cottrell.
Clerks of the
Signet.
John Bruce, Esq.

Mr. Luders.
Mr. Toulins.
Mr. France, &c.

Pope Nicholas’s Taxation.—This Record to be printed
from the Copy kept in the Court of Exchequer, com-
pared and collated with the original Rolls remaining in
the same Court, and with the antient Transcript thereof
in the British Museum.

Supplement and continuation to Rymer’s Feedera.—
‘The several Officers to consider and report of a proper
Selection ot Records, Instruments, and Papers, in their
respective Offices.

To cause the Records removed from the House of
Lords to the old State Paper Office at Whitehall, in
1770, to be arranged and indexed.

The Statutes of the Realm.—A complete and au-
thentic Edition of the Statutes of the Realm to be
prepared for the press. )

Gen' Reg® House,
Edinburgh.

R; H. Lord Fred.
Campbell.

Lord Advocate
for Scotland.

SCOTLAND.

The Lord Clerk Register of Scotland to cause the
ParLiaMENTARY RECORDS of Scotland, and antient
Rovar CHARTERS, to be printed; and the Lord
Advocate for Scotland requested to promote theexe-
cution of the Measures recommended for Scotland.

96 pages are printed.

No Returns; but some may
be svon expected.

No Return.

Progress made in forming
the plan and mode of pro-
ceeding in this work.

Progress made.

And WE beg leave most humbly to state to YOUR MAJESTY, That at the present time we have not
any other matters to offer for Your Majesty’s Royal Consideration, touching or concerning the Premises, or
any further Measures to propose thereupon, &c. &c.

Dated 23 March,
1801.

(Signed) R. P. ARDEN. (r.s.)
GLENBERVIE. (L. s)
J. MITFORD. (L. s.)
W. GRANT. (L. s)
CHARLES ABBOT. (L.s.)
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ABSTRACT' OF ANNUAL REPORT, 24 MARCH 1802.

TO THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL.

WE the Commissioners constituted and appointed by Your Majesty’s Royal Commission, bearing date the Appendix,
19th day of July 1800, for carrying into execution the Measures recommended in the Report made by the Select (€
Comnittee of-the House of Commons, with respect to the State of the Public Records of the Kingdom, &c. &c. , porn ACTS OF
&c. Do most humbly beg leave to certify to Your Majesty, in pursuance of the Powers vested in us by Your gpporTs To
Majesty’s said Commlsswn, That WE have proceeded in the further execution of the several Works stated in PRIVY
our Report to Your Majesty, in Your Privy Council, dated the 23d day of March 1801. COUNCIL.

And WE beg leave most humbly to lay before YOUR MAJESTY the following State of the Proceedings A""“:;g;lmﬂ

had in pursuance thereof from the 23d day of March 1801 to the present time, and what remains to be further “—uou- _—
done thereupon.

STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to 24th March 1802.

Sub-Commissioners
and Others -
Repository, | 10 " nom Lo Orders DUTY TO BE PERFORMED. PROGRESS.
The Board
were directed.
- Chapter House, | James Wyatt, Esq.| Alterations] Chapter House, Westminster - - | This Work is done.
&e. Surveyor-General, and Repositories in Somerset Place - - | No Return.
&e. Repairs. |State Paper Office - - - - | No R turn.
Court of Mr. Dealtry. Records of Attainder in the Kinc’s Bencn, from [ This Work is completed
King’s Bench. | Mr. Barlow. Trinity Term 17 Edw. 4th, A.D. 1478, to the 7th year | to the year 1770.
of the reign of His present Majesty, to be deposited
in the Baga de Secretis, with Schedules.

Ex?hequer: Mr. Caley. ' Special Commissions, and Inquisitions Post Mortem, | This Index will be com-
King’s Remem- | Mr. Vanderzee. | and Escheat Rolls, to be collected together, and to be | pleted in about 12 months.
brancer’s Office. | Mr. Kirkby. arranged ; and an Index to be made thereto.

Indexesto the Decree Books and Orders of this Court | Several v‘olume's of these
during the first 35 years of Queen Eliz. and some part | books of Decrees and Or-
of the reign of James 1st, to be made. ders have been rebound in

vellum.

Exchequer: , Mr. Caley. Lists to be formed of the Rolls of Nomina Villarnm | Completed ; the fifty
Lord Treasurer’s | Mr. Playford. for eight counties, 9 Edw. 2; and divers Escheat Rolls, | sacks, filled with Records
Remembrancer’s Surveys, and other miscellaneous Records. and Papers, examined and

Office. . arranged, and Calendars
thereof now forming.
British Museum. Joseph Planta, Esq| The Catalogue of the Cotton Library, in the British | This work is now com-
Museum, corrected by Joseph Planta, Esq. the prin- | pleted in one folio volume.
cipal librarian, with an Index thereto, to be printed
Rev. Mr. Nares. The Harleian Catalogue to be revised and reprinted. | Progress making.
Chapter House. | George Rose, Esq{ Domesday Book.—A complete Index, &c. to be | Progress making.
prepared and printed, with the Title and Table of
Contents.
_Abbreviatio Placitorum, being in the nature of a| About eight or ten sheets
Calendar and Index to the most antient Records of | are printed.
Pleadings in the King’s Superior Courts, from Ri-
chard 1st 10 24 Edw. 1st. to be printed.
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STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to 24th March 1802—continued.

Repository.

The Tower.

State Paper Office.

Tower,
and elsewhere.

Sub-Commissioners
and Others
to whom the Orders
of
The Board
were directed.

DUTY TO BE PERFORMED. PROGRESS.

Thomas Astle, Esq.
Rev. S. Ayscough.
Mr. Caley.

Thomas Astle, Esq.
Rev. S. Ayscough.
Mr. Caley.

Thomas Astle, Esq.
George Rose, Esq.
John Kipling, Esq.
SirSteph.Cotterell.
Clerks of theSignet.

John Bruce, Esq.

Mr. Luders.
Mr. Tomlins.
Mr. France, &c.

The Office Calendars to the Patent Rolls, from .1st of
King John to the end of the reign of King Edward
4th, to be printed, with Indexes thereto.

This Work is completed
ia one folio volume.

Those for the Close and Charter Rolls to be tran- Progress made.
scribed for the press.

Pope Nicholas’s Taxation, a.Dp. 1291, to be printed
from the Copy thereof kept in the Court of Exchequer,
compared and collated with the original Rolls remain-
ing in the same Court, and with the antient Transcript.
thereof in the British Museum.

This Work is printed in
one folio volume.

Supplement and Continuation to Rymer’s Fcedera.
—The several officers to consider and report of a pro-
per selection of Records, Instruments, and State Pa-
pers, in their respective offices.

No Returns.

To cause the Records removed from the House of
Lords to the old State Paper Office at Whitehall, in
1770, to be arranged and indexed.

Pfogress made.

Statutes of the Realm.—The various plans proposed
for carrying this work into execution to be considered,
with respect to the sources from whence the materials
were to be derived; the selection of materials to be
printed ; the text, orthography, typography, transla-
tion, punctuation, marginal references and notes, divi-
sion into volumes, introduction, tables, and indexes,
order and distribution of the work.

A General Conspectus to
the end of the reign of
King Edw. 2d. formed ;
and many of the materials
collated and compared, &c.

Gen. Reg. House,
Edinburgh.

Lord
Fred. Campbell,
Lord Advocate
for Scotland,
&e.

SCOTLAND.

The Lord Clerk Register of Scotland to cause the
Parliamentary Records of Scotland, and antient Royal
Charters, to be printed: and the Lord Advocate for
Scotland requested to promote the execution of the
Measures recommended for Scotland.

Progress made.

And WE beg leave to state to Your Majesty, That the following Works are now completed ; viz.

1st. The Catalogue of the MANUSCRIPTS IN THE COTTONIAN LIBRARY, deposited in the
British Museum, corrected by Joseph Planta Esquire Principal Librarian, with a Preface and Index
thereto .by him.

2dly. CALENDARS TO THE PATENT ROLLS in the Tower of London, from the 3d Year of
King John, to the end of the reign of Edward 4th, with Indexes thereto, made by the Rev. Samuel
Ayscough. ,

3dly. TAXATIO ECCLESIASTICA, or the Taxation of Ecclesiastical Benefices, made by order of Pope
Nicholas 4th, about the year 1291, with Indexes thereto made by the Rev. Samuel Ayscough.

And that we have ordered that the Official Calendars to the Inquisitions Post Mortem, or Escheat Rolls, in
the Tower, from the 1st year of King Henry 3d to the 3d year of King Richard 3d ; and also the Official Ca-
lendars to the Charter Rolls, from the 1st year of King John to the ‘end of the reign of Edward 4th, be prepared
for the press, and printed of the like type and form as the Calendar to the Patent Rolls, with Indexes of
Persons and Places to be made thereto.

Dated 24th March,

1802.

(Signed) REDESDALE. (r.s.)
CHARLES ABBOT. (r.s.)
FRED. CAMPBELL. (r.s.)
W. GRANT. (L.s.)

GLENBERVIE. (r.s.)
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ABSTRACT OF ANNUAL REPORT, 24 MARCH 1803.

TO THE KING’'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL.

WE the Commissioners constituted and appomted by Your Majesty’s Royal Commission, bearing date the
19th day of July 1800, for carrying into execution the Measures recommended in the Report made by the
Select Committee of the House of Commons, with respect to the State of the Public Records of the Kingdom,
&c. &c. &c. Do must humbly beg leave to certify to Your MaJesty, in pursuance of the Powers vested in us
by Your Majesty’s said Commission, That WE have proceeded in the further execution of the several Works
stated in our Report to Your Majesty in Your Privy Council, dated the 2.4th day of March 1802.

And WE beg leave most humbly to lay before YOUR MAJESTY the following State of the Proceedings
had in pursuance of the said Commission, from the 24th day of March 1802, to the present time, and what -

remains to be further done thereupon.
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STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to 24th March 1803.

British Museum.

Chapter House.

Chapter House.

Excheq.L.T.R.O.

Mr. Playford.

Rev. Mr. Nares.

R* Hon. Geo. Rose.

Rt Hon.Geo.Rose.

Sub-Commissioners
and Others
to whom the Orders
REPOSITORY. of DUTY TO BE PERFORMED. PROGRESS.
The Board )
were directed.
Exchequer: |JamesWyatt, Esq.] Repositories to be provided for the Records of the | These are completed.
Lord Treasurer’s ‘ * | Lord Treasurer’s Remembrancer’s Office at Somerset ° '
Rem. Office. Place. .
King’s Bench. | Mr. Dealtry. Schedules to be made of the Records of Attainderin | This Work is completed
| Mr. Barlow. the King’s Bench, deposited in the Baga de Secretis ; | down to the present reign.
from the reign of King Richard 2d.
Excheq. K. R. O. [ Mr. Caley. Indexes to be made to the Special Commissions and |  Considerable progress is
Mr. Kirkby. Escheat Rolls in the Klngs Remembrancer’s Office | made in this Work.
Mr.Vanderzee. | in the Exchequer.

Also, Indexes to the Books of Orders and Decrees
of the Court of Exchequer; from the 1st year of
Queen Elizabeth to the present time.—N.B. From the
end of Car. 2, the Official Calendars of the Names of
Parties are continued in regular series.

Abstract of the Rolls called Originalia, in the Lord
Treasurer’s Remembrancer’s Office, beginning in the
Reign of Henry 3d, to be prepared.

The Catalogue of the Harleian Library in the British
Museum to be revised.

A complete Index, &c. to Domesday Book, to be
prepared and printed, with the title and table of Con-

tents.

Abbreviatio Placitorum, being in the nature of a
Calendar and Index to the most antient Records of
Pleadings in the King’s Superior Courts, to be printed.

This Work is nearly com-
pleted from ist Elizabeth
to the end of the reign of
Charles 2d. .

The Index to the reign of
Edward 2d, completed;
20 pages printed.

Progress made.

Progress made.

The Types necessary for
printing this Work being
now prepared, 108 pages
are printed.
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26 APPENDIX TO FIRST REPORT FROM
STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to 24th March 1803—continued.
Sub-Commissioners
and Others
| to who Orde
REPOSITORY. " o Orders DUTY TO BE PERFORMED. PROGRESS.
The Board
were directed.
Rolls, &ec. John Kipling, Eq. Supplement and Continuation to Rymer’s Feedera.— | This Return is completed.
Mr. Davis. A List to be prepared of the Instruments entered on the
| Patent, the Close, and the I'reaty Rolls, in the Chapel
of the Rolls.
Totwer Mr. Luders. The Statutes of the Realm.—To proceed in the | Progress made.
and M. Tomias. Transcript and Collation of the early Statutes. 1
_elsewhere. | M. France, &c. '

SCOTLAND.

Progress continues to be

The antient Parliamentary Records and the Royal
made.

Charters of Scotland, to be prepared for the press.

Gen' Reg' House, | Mr. James Ferrier.

Edinburgh.

And WE beg leave to state to Your Majesty, that there isnew completed, and ready for delivery, a Volume

_containing,

“ The CALENDARS TO THE CHARTER ROLLS in the Tower of London, from the first year of
“ King John to the end of the Reign of King Edw. 1v, with Indexes of Names and Places thereto :”

Also, “ CALENDARS TO THE INQUISITIONES AD QUOD DAMNUM?” at the Tower,
from the Reign of King John to the end of King Edw. 1Vth, with like Indexes.

And that WE have ordered that the Official Calendars of the ‘ Inquisitiones Post Mortem,” and of the
Escheat Rolls at the Tower, be forthwith proceeded in and put to the press.

Also, That the Official Calendars of the Close Rolls at the Tower be printed forthwith, inserting therein such
of the Articles contaired in Mr. Lemon’s Selection as are referred to in the Resolution of this Board of the

24th day of June 1802. '

Also, That the Special Commissions in the Exchequer be proceeded in, to be arranged and indexed.

Also, That Mr. Vanderzee do prepare to proceed in printing the Non# Rolls in the Exchequer, in pursuanca
of the Order of this Board, made the 19th December 1800.

And also, That Mr. Vanderzee do complete his Part of the Index to the Decree Books in the Exchequer, by
inserting therein the Orders as well as the Decrees.

CHARLES ABBOT, (r.s.)
FRED. CAMPBELL, (r.s.)
GLENBERVIE. (L.5.)

Dated 24 March, (Signed)

1803.
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ABSTRACT OF ANNUAL REPORT,
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24 MARCH 1804."

TO THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL.

WE the Commissioners constituted and appointed by Your Majesty’s Royal Commission, bearing date the
nineteenth day of July 1800, for carrying into execution the Measures recommended in the Report made by the

Select Committee of the House of Commons, with respect to the state of the Public Records of the Kingdom

&c. &c. &c. Do most humbly beg leave to certify to Your Majesty, That in pursuance of the powers vested in
us by Your Mujesty’s said‘Commission, W E have proceeded in the further execution of the several Works stated
in our Report to Your Majesty, in Your Privy Council, dated the 24th of March 1803.

And WE beg leave most humbly to lay before YOUR MAJESTY the following State of the Proceedings

had in pursuance of the said Commission, from the 24th day of March 1803 uato the present time, and what ——

remains to be further done thereupon.

STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to 24th March 1804.

Sub-Commissioners
and others
REPOSITQRY. |0 Whom the Orders DUTY TO BE PERFORMED. PROGRESS.
The Board -
were directed.
Excheq’ K.R.O. | Mr. Caley. Indexes to the Special Commissions and Escheat | Suspended until the No-
Mr. Kirkby. Rolls in the King’s Remembrancer’s Office to be|pge Rolls are printed, and |
Mr. Vanderzee. | prepared. the Index to the Orders
completed.
Excheq’ K.R.O. | Mr. Caley. Indexes to the Books of Decrees and Orders of the |  Indexes to the Decrees
Mr. Kirkby. Court of Exchequer, from the 1st of Queen Elizabeth completed from 1 Eliz. to
Mr. Vanderzee. | to the present time, to be prepared. end of Ja. II. Indexes to
: : the Orders from 1 Eliz. to
end of Ekhz. ’
Excheq' K. R.O. | Mr. Vanderzee. The Nonz Rolls to be transcribed and prepated for | Progress made.
the press.
Excheq’ L.T.R.O.| Mr. Caley. JAbstract of the Rolls called Originalia, in the Lord | Nearly completed to end
Mr. Playford. Treasurer’s Remembrancer’s Office, to be prepared. | of Edw. II, and printed to
25 Edw. I.

British Museum,

Revé Mr. Nares.

The Catalogue of the MSS. in the Harleian Col-
lection to be revised.

Progress made.

’ ABSTRACTS OF
REPORTS TO

Annual Report,
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lpﬁendix .
(C) STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to 24th March 1804—continued.
ABSTRACTS OF
REPORTS TO Sub-Commissioners
PRIVY ' and Others
COUNCIL. | REPOSITORY. | Whom the Orders DUTY' TO BE PERFORMED. PROGRESS.
The Board
AnuuasloReport, were directed.
s
Chapter House. [ R*Hon.Geo.Rose.| A complete Index, &c. to. Domesday Book, to be | Progress made.
: prepared and printed, with the Title and Table of
Contents. .
Chapter House. | R*Hon.Geo.Rose.| Abbreviatio Placitorum to be printed. 120 pages are printed.
Tower. Mr. Caley. Official Calendars to the Close Rolls and Inquisi| The printing of the Ca-
Mr. Lemon, sen® | tions Post Mortem, or Escheats, to be printed, and the | lendars to the Close Rolls
Mr. Lemon, jun® | Calendars to be revised and transcribed. postponed till more com-
Mr. Dale.- plete; progress made in
transcribing and printing
the Calendars to the Inqui-
sitions Post Mortem.
State Paper Office,] - <« = Materials for Supplement and Continuation to| Postponed until Returns
&e. Rymer’s Federa, to be arranged, and prepared for the | received from the Tower,
: press. and the State Paper Officc.
Tower, Mr. Luders. The Statutes of the Realm.—To proceed in the| Further progress made
and elsewhere. | Mr. Tomlins. Transcript and Collation of the early Statutes, and | in the collation and trans-
Mr. France, &c. | making further Selections from the proper Records. | lation; and Selections have
1 been made from the Close,
Patent, and Fine Rolls,
&ec.
SCOTLAND.
Gen' Reg. House,| Mr. Fermier. The antient Parliamentary Records, and the Royal | Further progress made.
Edinburgh. Charters of Scotland, to be prepared for the press.

WE further beg leave to state to Your Majesty, That WE have ordered the Index to the Orders of the
Court of Exchequer to be completed by Mr. Kirkby, from the end of Queen Elizabeth, to the end of the
reign of King James the Second: v

Also, That Mr. Vanderzee do proceed in transcribing the Nonz Rolls, and in preparing them for the press.

Also, That Mr. Playford do proceed on the Abstract to the Originalia, and the printing thereof.

Also, That the Rev. Mr. Nares be requested to continue his attehtion to the Revision and Extension of
the Catalogue to the Harleian Manuscripts.

Also, That Mr. John Dale and Messrs. Lemon continue the Transcript and Revision of the Inquisitions
Post Mortem, in the manner already proceeded upon.

CHARLES ABBOT. (v s.)
FRED. CAMPBELL. (.s.)
GLENBERVIE. (L. 5.)
WILLIAM GRANT. (L s.)

. Dated 24 March,
.1804.

. (Signed)
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ABSTRACT OF ANNUAL REPORT, 25 MARCH 1805.

TO THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL.

WE the Commissioners constituted and appointed by Your Majesty’s Royal Commission, bearing date the
19th day of July 1800, for carrying into execution the Measures recommended in the Report made by the
Select Committee of the House of Commons, with respect to the State of the Public Records of the Kingdom,
&c. &c. &c. Do most humbly beg leave to certify to Your Majesty, That in pursuance of the powers vested in
us by Your Majesty’s said Commission, WE have proceeded in the further execution of the several Works stated
in our Report to Your Majesty in Your Privy Council, dated the 24th of March 1804.

And WE beg leave most humbly to lay before YOUR MAJESTY the following State of the Proceedings
had in pursuance of the said Commission, from 24th day of March 1804 unto the present time ; and what
remains to be further done thereupon.
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STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to 25th March 1805.

Sub-Commissioners

and Olt)bers
to whom the Ord
REPOSITORY. | ™ WHO™ rpe Brders DUTY TO.BE PERFORMED. PROGRESS.
The Board
were directed.
Exchequer: Mr. Caley. Abstract of the Rolls called Originalia, to be prepared | The first Volume printed,
L!Trea™ Rem. | Mr. Playford. except Indexes, and pro-
Oftice. gress made towards a se-
cond Volume.
Exchequer : Mr. Playford. Nomina Villarum g Edw. 2d, to be transcribed, and | Returns for 8 Counties
L¢ Trea™ Rem. | Mr. H. Ellis. deficiencies supplied from MS. Harl. B. M. N° 6,281. | copied ; progress made in
Office. the MS. atthe Br. Museum.
Exchequer : Mr. Caley. | . The Nonz Rolls to be transcribed, and prepared for | Retarns for 10 Counties
King’s Rem. Mr. Vanderzee. | press. already printed,and 8 more
Office. transcribed. Pages printed
152,
Excheq’ K. R. O.| Mr. Caley. The Record called Testa de Nevill sive Liber Feo- | Pages printed 100, com-
Mr. Illingworth. | dorum, to be transcribed and printed. prehending 12 Counties,
besides 7 more Counties
transcribed.
Excheq' K. R.O.| Mr. Caley. Indexes to the Books of Orders of the Court of Ex-| Index completed for the
Mr. Kirkby. chequer to be prepared. first seven years of Ja* 1st.

British Museum.

Chapter House.

Chapter House.

Tower.

Rev¢ Mr. Nares.

RtHon. Geo.Rose
Mr. Thompson
Mr. Clarke.

R*Hon.Geo.Rose.
Mr. C. Ellis.

M. Caley.

Mr. Lemon, sen’.
Mr. Lemon, jun.
Mr. John Dale.

Catalogue of the MSS. in the Harl. Collection to be
revised.

Complete Index to Domesday to be prepared and
printed, with the Title and Table of Contents.

Abbreviatio Placitorum to be printed.

The official Calendars to the Inquisitions Post Mor-
tem, or Escheats, to be printed, and the Calendars to
be revised and transcribed.

Nearly finished.

40 Pages, and the Title
and Table of Contents,
printed.

196 pages printed to 4 Ed.1.]

Printed to 7 Ed. 2. Pages
252 : Transcripts for the
press completed to 15R. 2.
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Mr. France, &c.

tion and Transcript.

80
STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to 25th Mqrch 1805—continued.
Sub-Cemmissioners '
and Others
to whom the Orders DUTY
REPOSITORY. of PROGRESS.
The Board TO BE PERFORMED. ,
werg directed..
Tower, Mr. Luders. The Statutes of the Realin.| The Collation and Transcript of the Statutes from the
and elsewhere. | Mr. Tomlins. —To proceed in the Colla-| Statute, Patent, Close, and Fine Rolls, proceeding.

Gen. Reg. House,
Edinbargh.

M:r. Thomson.

SCOTLAND.

The Statutes and Proceed-
ings of the Parliament of

Scotland.

Memorandum : At the instance of the Lord President,
the Lord Justice Clerk, and the Lord Chief Baron, the
former work undertaken upon this subject was laid
aside, and a more regular and complete collection is
under consideration ; and a detailed Report upon this
is in preparation by Mr. Thomson, who has been
appointed for this purpose, on their Lordships joint
recommendation.

WE further beg leave to state to Your Majesty, That the following Work is nearly completed, and will be
very soon ready for delivery; viz.

“ ROTULORUM ORIGINALIUM IN CURIA SCACCARIJ ABBREVIATIO.

‘ Temporibus regum Hen. 3, Edw. 1, & Edw. 2.

Vol. 1.”

And WE have moreover Ordered,—I~ THE LorD TREASURER'S REMEMBRANCER’Ss OFFICE, EXCHEQUER,
That Mr. Playford do proceed on the Abstract to the Originalia, Vol. II, and the Printing thereof. ~Also, That
the Record entitled Nomina Villarum, g Ed. 2, in the said office, having been transcribed from the original
Rolls there by Mr. Playford, That the imperfections and deficiencies therein be supplied from the MS. in the
‘Harleian Library, British Museum N° 6,281, by Mr. Henry Ellis, and afterwards that the transcript thus
corrected be printed.

In THE K1nvG’s REMEMBRANCER’S OFFICE, ExcrEQUER,—That Mr, Vanderzee do proceed in transcribing
the Nonz Rolls. Also, That the Book called Testa de Nevill, in the King’s Remembrancer’s Office, be forth-
with transcribed and printed.

At THE BriTisu Mustum,—That the Rev. Mr. Nares be requested to continue his attention to the revision
and extension of the Catalogue to the Harleian MSS.

At THE TowkRr, WE have directed that the manuscript copy of the Statutes from the collations and tran-

scripts at the Tower, be put forthwith to the press.

Also, That the bundles of Petitions in Parliament, hitherto

_unarranged, be forthwith methodized by Mr. Lysons, the Keeper of the Records there, with occasional assist-
ance to be afforded him.  Also, That Mr. John Dale and Mr. Robert Lemon, senior, do continue the transcript
and revision of the Calendars to the Inquisitions Post Mortem, in the manner already proceeded upon.

At tHE CHaprER House,—That the Indexes to the names of places in Domesday Book, compiled by Mr.
Thompson and Mr. Clarke, be completed, revised, and printed. Also, That the Work entitied Abbreviatio
Placitorum in Curia Regis, be continued in the press.

And WE have recommended one of our Sub-commissioners, Mr. Richards, to the Right Honourable George
Rose, to be put upon the permanent establishment of the Chapter House, which he has been pleased to comply
with ; and we have directed Mr. Illingworth, another of our Sub-Commissioners, to be assisting to Mr. Richards,
in making a thorough examination of the unarranged Records there.

Dated 25 March,

1805.

(Signed) CHARLES ABBOT. (L.s.)
FRED. CAMPBELL. (L.s.)
REDESDALE. (L.s.)
GLENBERVIE. (L. 3.)

WILLIAM GRANT. (r.s)
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ABSTRACT OF ANNUAL REPORT, 25 MARCH 1806.

TO THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL.

WE the Commissioners constituted and appointed by Your Majesty’s Royal Commission, bem‘ing date the

nineteenth day of July 1800, for carrying into execution the Measures recommended in the Report made by the
Select Committee of the House of Commons, with respect to the State of the Public Records of the Kingdom, ,perracTs oF
&c. &c. &c. Do most humbly beg leave to certify to Your Majesty, That in pursuance of the powers vested in
us by Your Majesty’s said Commission, WE have proceeded in the further execution of the several Works stated
in our Report to Your Majesty, in Your Privy Council, dated the 25th of March 1805.

And WE beg leave most humbly to lay before YOUR MAJESTY the following State of the Proceedings  Annual Report,
had in pursuance of the said Commission, frem the 25th day of March 1805, unto the present time ; and what
remains to be further done thereupon.

STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to 25th March 1806.

Exchequer :
Lord Treasurer’s
Rem" Office.

British Museum.

British Museum.

Chapter House.

Chapter House.

Chapter House.

Tower.

‘Tower.

| Mr. John Dale.

M. Illingworth.

Mr. Caley.
Mr, Playford.

Rev? Mr. Nares.
Mr. H. Ellis.

Mr. H. Ellis,

Rt*Hon.Geo. Rose.
Mr. Thompson.
Mr. Clarke.

RtHon. Geo. Rose.
Mr. C. Ellis.

Rt Hon.Geo. Rose.
Mr. C. Ellis.

Mr. Richards.

Mr. Illingworth.

Mr. Caley.
Mr. Lemon. sen®.
Mr. Lemon, jun'.

Mr. Lysons.
Mr. lllingworth.

Feodorum, to be transcribed
and printed.

Abstractof the Rolls called
Originalia, to be continued
in the press.

‘Catalogue of the MSS. in
the Harleian Collection to be

revised.

MS. Harl. 6,281, contain-
ing a copy of the Record
called “ Nomina Villarum ”
in the L. T. Rem™ Office,
to be transcribed.

Complete Index to Domes-
day to be prepared and
printed, with Title and Table
of Contents.

Abbreviatio Placitorum to
be printed.

A General Examination
and Arrangement of all the
Records in this Repository
to be made, and thereupon
a new Inventory of its whole
Contents to be prepared
ichnographically and alpha-
betically ; and Copics thereof
to be deposited at the Tower
and in the British Museum.

The Official Calendars to
the Inquisitions Post Mor-
tem, or Escheats, to be print-
ed, and the Calendars to be
revised and transcribed.

The mass of Petitions in
Parliament found in this
Office, to be sorted and
arranged chronologically.

Sub-Commissioners
and Others
to whom the Orders DUTY
REPOSITORY. of PROGRESS
The Board TO BE PERFORMED. b
were directed.
|  Exchequer: M. Caley. The Nonz Rolls to be| Returns for 18 Counties printed ; the rest transcribed
|King’sRem™ Office.| Mr. Vanderzee. | transcribed and prepared for|. for the press.
press.
{ Excheq® K.R.O. | Mr. Caley. Testa de Nevill sive Liber| Pages printed 280, comprehending 27 Counties; the

remainder transcribed.

76 pages of the second Volume printed.

204 pages of the first Volume printed.

Completely transcribed.

Index in order of Counties printed 144 pages. Gene-
ral Index ready for press.

244 pages printed, 30 Edw. L.

Progress made.—Memorandum : The Attic Room,
containing many Letters and Papers of Cardinal
Wolsey and other celebrated persons, Houshold Books,
Stewards Accounts, &c. and numerous Rolls of Assise
and proceedings in Eyre, have been arranged, and
Bags of Placita, &c. called County Bags, have been
arranged for eighteen Counties. .

The 15t Vol. printed.—Transcripts for the press com-
pleted to the end of Hen. 5, also the reign of Ed. 4;
that of Hen. 6 only remains to be transcribed.

Classed in the Reigns to which they relate, from
Ed. 1, to Ed. 4.
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32 APPENDIX TO FIRST GENERAL REPORT FROM
STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to 25th March 1806—continued.
Sub-Commissioners
and Others
- to whom the Orders DUTY .
REPOSITORY. of , PROGRESS.
The l}oard TO BE -PERFORMED.
were directed. .
Tower, Mr. Luders. The Statutes of the Realm.| Memorandum :—An introductory Statement, with
and elsewhere. | Mr. Tomlins. —To proceed in the Prepa-| Appendixes, has been drawn up and printed for the
Mr. France, &c. |[ration and Arrangement of| consideration of the Commissioners; and all the
Materials for the First Vo-| Charters of Liberties, from the time of Hen. 1, to the
lume. Great Charter of Hen. 3 inclusive; together with
the Statutes and Translation thereof, to the Stat, of
Westm. 1, inclusive, have been printed.
SCOTLAND.
Gen! Reg’ House,| Mr. Thomson. Statutes and Proceedings| Memorandum :—Mr. Thomson has been employed

Edinburgh.

of the Parliament of Scot-
land.

in collecting materials for bis detailed Report upon this
Subject, and has prepared and printed a specimen of
Index to the Retours and Services of Heirs.

WE further beg leave to state to Your Majesty, That the following Work is completed and ready for

delivery ; viz.

“ CALENDARIUM INQUISITIONUM POST MORTEM SIVE ESCAETARUM,
“ Temporibus Regum Hen. 3, Ed. 1, & Ed. 2. Vol. I.”

And WE have moreover Ordered, That a second Volume of Calendars to the Inquisitions Post Mortem, or
Escheats, commencing with the Reign of Edward the Third, be printed under the direction of the Secretary to

this Board.

Also, That Mr. John Dale, and Mr. Robert Lemon, senior, do continue the transcript and revision of the
Calendars to the Inquisitions Post Mortem, in the manner already proceeded upon. '

Also, That Mr. Robert Lemon, junior, do make Indexes of places and persons to the second volume of
Calendars to the Inquisitions Post Mortem.

Also, That Mr. Richards do transcribe the Hundred Rolls which remain in the Tower and Chapter House.

In THE Kine’s REMEMBRANCER'S OFFICE,—That the printing of the Nonz Rolls, and also the . Record
entitled Testa De Nevill, be continued.

In THE LorD TREASURER'Ss REMEMBRANCER’S OFFICE,—That the printing of the second Volume of the
Originalia be suspended, until the first volume, lately published, hath been examined. Also, That Copy for a
first volume of Memoranda, for a period corresponding with the first volume of the Originalia, be prepared for
the press, but not printed, until the same hath been reported upon, and a further order made.

iy tHE First Fruits OFricE, ExcHEQUER,—That the Ecclesiastical Survey, made in pursuance of an
Act of Parliament, in the 26th year of King Henry the Eighth, and returned into His Majesty’s Court of First
Fruits and Tenths, be forthwith transcribed and printed.

At tHE BrrTisH MuseuM,—That the Catalogue of the Harleian Manuscripts be printed in type and size
corresponding to the Cottonian Catalogue.

At tHE CHAPTER House, WesTMINsTER,—That the General Index to Domesday, compiled by
Mr. Thompson, be revised and printed. Also, That the Work entitled Abbreviatio Placitorum in Curia Regis,
be continued in the press. And that Mr. Illingworth do continue to be assisting to Mr. Richards, in making
a thorough examination of the unarranged Records in the Chapter House.

Dated 25 March,

1806.

(Signed)

CHARLES ABBOT. (r.s.)
FRED. CAMPBELL. (L.s.)
GLENBERVIE. (L. 3.)
WILLIAM GRANT. (v.s.)
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ABSTRACT OF - ANNUAL REPORT, 25 MARCH 1807.

TO THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL.

WE, the Commissioners constituted aud appointed by Your Majesty’s Royal Commission, bearing date the
23d day of May 1806, for carrying into execution the measures recommended in the Report made by the Select
Committee of the House of Commons, with respect to the State of the Public Records of the Kingdom, &c. &c. &c.
Do most humbly beg leave to certify to Your Majesty, That in pursuance of the powers vested in usby Your
Majesty’s said Commission, WE have proceeded in the further execution of the several Works stated in our
Report to Your Majesty, in Your Privy Council, dated the 25th of March 1806.

And WE beg leave most humbly to lay before YOUR MAJESTY the following State of the Proceediggs
had in pursuance of the said Commission, from the 25th March 1806, unto the present time, and what remains
to be further done thereupon.

STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to 25th March 1807.

REPOSITORY.

Sub-Commissioners
and others,
appointed by
Direction
of
The Board.

DUTY
TO BE PERFORMED.

PROGRESS MADE.

Exchequer:
King’s Remem-
brancer’s Office.

‘Exchequer :
King’s Remem-
brancer’s Office.

Exchequer:
Lord Treasurer’s
Remembrancer’s

Office.

Exchequer:

First Fruits Office.

British Museum.

Chapter House
‘Westminster.

Chapter House.

Chapter House.

Tower.

Tower.

545.

Mr. Caley.
Mr. Vanderzee.

Mr. Caley.
Mr. Illingworth.

Mr. Caley.
Mr. Playford.

Mr. Caley.
Mr. Shrigley.

Rev. R. Nares.
Mr. H. Ellis.

RtHon.Geo. Rose.
Mr. Thompson.
Mr. A. Tomlins.

RtHon.Geo.Rose.
M. C. Ellis.

Rt Hon. Geo.Rose.
Mr. C. Ellis.

Mr. Richards.
Mr. Illingworth.

Mr. Caley.
Mr. Lemon, sen.
Mr. Dale.

Mr. Richards.

Transcribing the Nona
Rolls, and preparing them
for press.

Correcting Transcript of
Testa de Nevill, and pre-
paring it for press.

Abstract of the Rolls
called Memoranda.

Transcribing Ecclesiasti-
cal Valor, 26 Hen. 8. and
preparing it for press.

Revision of the Catalogue
of Harleian MSS. and ad-
ditional Indexes.

Complete Index to Domes-

day, to be prepared and
printed with Title and Ta-
ble of Contents.

Abbreviatio Placitorum
to be printed.

Examinationand Arrange-
ment of Records, and For-
mation of an Ichnographi-
cal and Alphabetical In-
ventory.

The Official Calendars to
the Inquisitions Post Mor-
tem, or Escheats, to be print-
ed, and the Calendars to be
revised and transcribed.

Totranscribe the Hundred
Rolls which remain there.

This Work is printed, except Index. - -

Printed in one volume, containing 599 pages.

This Work has been proceeded in from 1 John to
10 Hen. 3.

The Returns for the Dioceses of Canterbury and
Rochester have been printed in 120 pages. Those for
the Diocese of Bath and Wells have been transcribed.
The Transcript of the Diocese of Bristol in some for-
wardness. )

468 pages of 1st vol. printed; 68 pages of 3d vol.
printed.

Mr. Clarke’s Index, in order of Counties, printed in
144 pages; 44 pages of Mr. Thompson’s General
Index, comprehending letters A and B, printed. The
Title and Table of Contents are printed.

This Work is brought down to end of Edw. 1st’s
Reign, in 288 pages.

The County Bags of Placita Coronz and Assise,
Antient Deeds, and Forest Proceedings, have been
arranged for 23 Counties ; and the Hundred Rolls for
10 Counties have been transcribed. The Records,
intituled, “ Scotia,” have likewise been methodized
and indexed.

Of the 2d volume of Calendars, comprehending the
Reign of Edw. 3d, 176 pages have been printed.
Transcripts for the press have been completed to
27 Hen. 6; theremainder of that Reign only requires
transcribing.

Great part of the Roll for the County of Cambridge
has been transcribed, and part of Huntingdon.
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34 APPENDIX TO FIRST GENERAL REPORT FROM

STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to 25th March 1807— continued.

Sub-Commissioners
and others,
REPOSITORY. | Ppointed by DUTY PROGRESS MADE.
of TO BE PERFORMED.
The Board.
Tower and else- | Mr. Tomlins. The Statutes of the Realm. | 1. The Introductory Statement has been corrected
where. Mr. France. —To proceed in the Pre- | and enlarged. 2. All original Charters of the Liberties
Mr. Taunton. paration and Arrangement | of England, hitherto discovered, have been transcribed
Mr. Caley. of Materials for the First | and printed. 3.The Statutes and Translation thereof,
Mr. Richards. Volume,. heretofore printed, have been corrected, and continued
Mr. Illingworth. from Stat. Westm. 1. (3 Ed. 1.) to the end of Stat.
Westm. 2. (13 Ed. 1.) with Collations from various
Records.
Scotland. M:r. Thomson. The Statutes and Pro-| WMr. Thomson having been appointed Deputy Clerk
ceedings of the Parliament | Register, is employed on the several Matters referred
of Scotland. to him; and his Reports thereon are in preparation.

WE further beg leave to state to Your Majesty, That the following Work is completed and ready for
delivery ; viz.

“ TESTA DE NEVILL, SIVE LIBER FEODORUM IN CURIA SCACCARIJ,
“ Temporibus Hen. 3. & Edw. 1.”
And that another Work, entitled, ,
“ NONARUM INQUISITIONES IN CURIA SCACCARI]J,
“ Temp. Regis Edwardi 3.”
is nearly completed and will be soon ready for delivery.

And WE have moreover Ordered,

In THE Lorp TrEAsurer’s REMEMBRANCER’s OFricE,—That the printing of the second volume of the
Originalia (of which 76 pages are already printed) be continued.

Also, That the transcript and abstract of the Memoranda be continued until sufficient matter is collected to
form a volume. '

IN THE Frrst Fruits OrrFice,—That the Ecclesiastical Survey, made in pursuance of an Act of Parliament, .
in the 26th Year of King Henry the Eighth, be continued in the press.

At tHE BrrTisn Museuy,—That the enlarged and improved Catalogue of the Harleian Manuscripts be
continued in the press.

AT THE CHAPTER House WEsTMINSTER,—That the General Index to Domesday, be continued in the
press.

Also, That the Work entitled Abbreviatio Placitorum in Curia Regis, be continued in the press.

Also, That Mr. Richards do proceed in his transcript of the Hundred Rolls, preparatory to printing the same,
with the Nomina Villarum, and Hundred Rolls at the Tower.

And; That Mr. Illingworth do continue to be assisting to Mr. Richards in making a thorough examination of
the unarranged Records of the Chapter House.

In THE TowER,—That the second volume of Calendars to the Inquisitions Post Mortem or Escheats, compre-
hending the reign of Edward the Third, be continued in the press.

Also, That Mr. Dale, and Mr. Lemon senior, do continue the transcript and revision of the Calendars to the
Inquisitions Post Mortem, in the manner already proceeded upon.

Also, That Mr. Richards do continue his transcript of the Hundred Rolls.

And that Mr. Illingworth do at his spare hours continue the abstract of the County Placita.

(Signed) CHARLES ABBOT. (r.s.)

FRED. CAMPBELL. (L. s.)
JOHN BANGOR. (. s.)
WILLIAM GRANT. (. s.)
NATH. BOND. (r.s.)

Dated 23 March,
1807.
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ABSTRACT OF ANNUAL REPORT, 25 MARCH 1808.

TO THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL.

WE, the Commissioners constituted and appointed by Your Majesty’s Royal Commission, bearing date the
23d day of May 1806, for carrying into execution the measures recommended in the Report made by the Select
Committee of the House of Commons, with respect to the State of the Public Records of the Kingdom, &c. &c. &c.
Do most humbly beg leave to certify to YOUR MAJESTY, That in pursuance of the powers vested in us by
Your Majesty’s said Commission, WE have proceeded in the further execution of the several Works stated in our

- Report to Your Majesty, in Your Privy Council, dated the 25th of March 1807.

STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to 25th March 1808.

Sub-Commissioners

and others,
appointed b )
REPOSITORY. Direction puty PROGRESS MADE.
of TO BE PERFORMED.
The Board.
Exchequer: Mr. Caley. Transcribing Nonee Rolls | Printed in one volume, containing 485 pages.
K. R. Office. | Mr.Vanderzee. |and preparing them for '
press. )
Exchequer : Mr. Caley. Abstract of the Rolls| Advanced to 30 Hen. 3. in MS. but not yet printed.
T. R. Office. Mr. Playford. called Memoranda.
Exclvequer : Mr. Caley.. Abstract of the Rolls| Printed to 23 Edw. 3. in 200 pages.
T. R. Office. Mr. Playford. called Originalia, vol. 2.
‘temp. Edw. 3. '
Exchequer : Mr. Caley. Transcribing Ecelesiasti- | Advanced in the press from 120 pages to 248 pages.
First Fruits Office.| Mr. Shrigley. cal Valor, 26 Hen. 8. and | Dioceses printed : Canterbury, Rochester, Bath and

British Museum.

Chapter House

‘Westminster.

Chapter House.

Chapter House.

Tower.

Rev. R. Nares.

Mr. H. Ellis.

RtHon.Geo.Rose.

Mr. Thompson.
Mr. A. Temlins.

R'Hon.Geo.Rose.
Mr. C. Ellis.

RtHon.Geo.Rose.
Mr. C. Ellis.

Mr. Richards.
Mr. lllingworth.

Mr. Calev.

 preparing it for press.

Revision of the Cata-
logue of Harleian MSS.
‘with Indexes Alphabetical
and Analytical.

day, to be prepared and
printed with Title and Ta-
.ble of Contents.

be printed.

Examination and
rangement of Records ;
and Formation of an lch-
nographical and Alphabet-
ical Inventory.

The affirial Calandare tn

CompleteIndex toDomes- |

Abbrevatio Placitorum to

Ar-|

Wells, completely ; Bristol, partly.

1st vol. entirely printed in 656 pages. 2d vol. partly
printed in 180 pages. 3d vol. partly printed in 232
pages.

Mr. Clarke’s Index in order of Counties, printed in
144 pages. 300 pages of this and Mr. Thompson’s
General Index printed. The Title and Table of Con-
tents are printed.

This Work is brought down to 5 Edw. 2. in 312
pages.

A General Tnventory of all the Records has been
made. The County Bags of Placita Coronse and As-
sisee, Antient Decds, and Forest Proceedings, have
been arranged for 25 Counties. The Hundred Rolls for
15 Counties have been transcribed, and progress made
upon an Abstract of the Quo Warranto Rolls.

MNC. L. .3 .1 e ...
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STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to 25th March 1808—continued.

Sub-Commissioners

and others,
appointed b
REPOSITORY. |  Direction~ pUTY PROGRESS MADE.
of TO BE PERFORMED.
The Board. )
Tower Mr. Tomlins. The Statutesofthe Realm. | 1. The Introduction, and several sheets of the earliest
and elsewhere. | Mr France. —To proceed in the Pre- | Statutes, have been revised and reprinted. 2. Progress
Mr. Taunton. paration and Arrangement | has been made in printing the Statutes, from the end
Mr. Caley. of Materials for the First [ of Westm. 2. 13 Ed. 1. to 14 Ed. 3. 3. Engravings
Mr. Richards. Valume. of the Great Charter of King John, preserved in Lincoln

Scotland.

Mr. Illingworth.

Mr. Thomson.

The Statutes and Pro-
ceedings of the Parliament
of Scotland.

Cathedral, and also the Charter of the Forest, 2 Hen. 3.
and Great Charter, 9 Hen. 3. proceeded on. -

1. In consequence of a Report from Mr. Thomson,
Dep. Cl. Reg*, divers resolutions and orders have been
made by the Board, and matters have been referred to
the Great Law Officers of Scotland, who have reported
their opinions thereon, and the measures ordered are
carrying into execution. 2. A General Repertory to
the Records in the General Register House, is in
great forwardness. An Abridgment of the Retours of
Services is printing, and the Royal Charters and Par-
liamentary Records are transcribing.

WE further beg leave to state to Your Majesty, That the following Work is nearly completed, and will very
soon be ready for dehvery, viz.

“ CALENDARIUM INQUISITIONUM POST MORTEM SIVE ESCAETARUM,

And WE have moreover Ordered,

“ Vol. II. Temp. Edw. IIL”

IN THE Lorp. TREASURER’s REMEMBRANCER'S OFFicE,—That the second volume of Originalia be

continued in the press.

matter is collected to form a volume.
IN THE First Fruits Ofrrice,—That the Ecclesiastical Survey, ‘made in pursuance of an Act of
Parliament, in the 26th year of King Henry the Eighth, be continued in the press.
AT THE BriTisn Museum,—That the enlarged and improved Catalogue of the Harleian Manuscripts be
continued in the press. :
At tuE Cuarrer HousE WEsTMiNsTER,—That the general Index to Domesday be continued in the press,

Also, That the Work entitled Abbrevatio Placitorum, be.continued in the press.
Also, That the transcript of the Hundred Rolls in this Repository, and at the Tower, be continued by

Mr. Richards, and that the same be forthwith prepared for the press and printed, together with the Nomina

Villarum.

Also, That the transcript and abstract of the Memoranda be continued until sufficient

And that. Mr. Illingworth do continue his examination of the unarranged Records.

IN THE TowEnr,—That the Manuscript of the Rotuli Scotize be continued in the press.

That Mr. Richards do continue his transcript of the Hundred Rolls.
And, That Mr. Illingworth do at his spare hours continue his abstract of the County Placita.

Dated 25 March,

1808.

(Signed)

CHARLES ABBOT. (r.8.)
FRED. CAMPBELL. (r.s.)
REDESDALE. (r.s)
GLENBERVIE. (L. s.)
JOHN BANGOR. (L. s.)
WILLIAM GRANT. (r.s)
ARCH. COLQUHOUN. (r.s.)

CHARLES BATHURST. (v.s.)
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ABSTRACT OF AN NUAL REPORT 25 MARCH 1809.

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL.

WE the Commissioners . constituted and appointed by Your Majesty’s Royal Commission, bearing date the
23d day of May 1806, for carrying into execution the Measures recommended in the Report made by the Select
Committee of the House of Commons, with respect to the State of the Public Records of the Kingdom, &c. &c. &c.
Do most humbly beg leave to certify to Your Majesty, That in pursuance of the powers,vested in us by Your
Majesty’s said Commlssmn, WE have proceeded in the further execution of the several Works stated in our
Report to Your Majesty, in Your Prlvy Council, dated the 25th of March 1808.

And WE beg leave most humbly to lay before YOUR MAJESTY the following State of the Proceedings

had in pursuance of the said Commission, from the 25th March 1808, unto the present time, and what remains
to be further done thereupon.

.

STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to 25th March 1809.

Sub—Commlssloners

and Others N
REPOSITORY. | ~ @Ppointed by pUTY - PROGRESS MADE. -
of TO BE PERFORMED.
The Board.

Exchequer : Mr. Caley. Collecting and transcrib-|  Collected Extents of Knights Templars’ Possessions
King’s Remem- | Mr. Vanderzee. | ing Monastic Records. in Englund, Extents of Possessions of Alien Priories,
brancer’s Office. Possessions of Royal Abbies. and Priories, and of Ec-

clesiastical Possessions, Vacante Sede, Copies of Royal
Charters, and Hundred Rolls, Somersetand Dorset.
Exchequer: Mr. Caley. Memoranda: Abstract| Advanced to 37 Hen. 3. in MS. but not yet printed.
Lord Treasurer’s . | Mr. Playford. of .the Rolls. -
Remembrancer’s
Office.
Exchequer : . | Mr, Caley. Originalia: Abstract of | Printed to 44 Edw. 1. in 308 pages.
Lord Treasurer’s | Mr. Playford. the Rolls. Vol. 2. Temp.
Remembrancer’s - Ed. 3.
Office.
‘ Exchequer : M. Caley. Ecclesiastical Valor, 26 Advanced in the press from 248 to 368 pages, with

First Fruits Office.

British Museum.

Chapter House, -

‘W estminster.

- Chapter House,

‘Westminster.

Chapter House,
Westminster.

Mr. Shrigley.

Rev. R. NareQ.
Mr. H. Ellis.

RtHon. Geo.Rose
Mr. C. Ellis.

RtHon.Geo. Rose.
Mr. Thompson.
Mr. A. Tomlins.

Rt Hon.Geo.Rose.
Mr. C. Ellis.

L. D v

Hen. 8: Transcribing and
preparing it for press. .

Revision of Catalogue of
Harleian MSS. with Alpha-
betical and Analytical In-
dexes.

Abi)reviatio Placitorum
to be printed with Indexes.

Domesday : Complete
Index to be prepared and
printed with Title and
Table of Coutents.

Examination and Ar-
rangement of Records—

T, n r v

Ecclesiastical Maps. Dioceses printed: Canterbury,
Rochester, Bath and Wells, Bristol, Chichester, Lon-
don partly. —Dioceses transcribed but not .yet printed :
Coventry and Lichfield completely ; London almost
completely.

The whole finished (except Indexes) in 3 vols.

This Work is finished (except Indexes) in 356 pages.

Mr. Clarke's Index in order of Counties printed in
144 pages.

392 pages of this, and Mr. Thompson’s General
Index, printed.

The Title and Table of Contents are prmted

The County Bags of Placita Coronz and Assise,
antient Deeds and Forest Proceedings, completely ar-
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38~ APPENDIX TO FIRST GENERAL REPORT
Appi:ndix . .
©) STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to 25th March 1809—~continued
ABSTRACTS OF
REPORTS TO Sob-Commissioners
PRIVY and Others
COUNCIL. sppoiuted by DUTY PROGRESS MADE.
REPOSITORY. o TO BE PERFORMED.
Aunual Report, . The Board.
1809. P
Tower. Mr. Richards. Hundred Rolls: Transcript.| Suspended until the Hundred Rolls at Chapter House
are finished. :
Tower. Mr. Illingworth. Arrangement of Petitions| 'The Arrangement of them is commenced, and an
in Parliament. Index is preparing to those already printed.
Tower Mr. Mecpherson. { To transcribe and revise| Of this Work 156 pages are printed.
in the press the Rotuli
Scotize in the Tower of
London.
Tower Mr. Tomlins. The Statutes of the| The Chartersof Liberties, from 1 Hen. 1. to 29 Edw. 3.
and elsewhere. { Mr. France. Realm.—To be continued { are printed with engraved specimens.
Mr. Taunton. in the press.
Mr. Caley. The Statutes from Stat. Merton 20 Hen. 3. to Stat.
Mr. R"Ch”ds' Westm. 1. 13 Edw. 1. are in the press; and the Intro-
. Mr. Illingworth. duction to the first volume of the Statutes is printed
{ for the use of the Commissioners.
Seotland. Mr. Thomson. The Statutes and Pro-| 1. The Statutes and other Parliamentary Revords of

e

l

ceedings of the Parliament
of Scotlaad.

Scotland are now printing,according to a plan approved
of by the great Law Officers of Scotland.

WE further beg leave to state to Your Majesty, That the following Work is oompiewd in three volumes,
and ready for delivery, except the Indexes, which will be finished as soon as possible, and delivered in a

supplementary volume ; viz.

“ A CATALOGUE OF THE HARLEIAN MANUSCRIPTS IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM.”
And WE have moreover Ordered, That the First Volume of the * Statutes of the Realm” be continued

in the press.

In THE KiING's RemeMBRANCER's OFricE, Excuequer,—That the Collection of Extents of Alien
Priories, and other Monastic Records, be completed and transcribed.

In tue Lorp Treasurer’s REMEMBRANCER's OFrrck,—That the Second Volume of Originalia be
continued in the press. And, That the Abstract of the Memoranda be continued until sufficient matter is
collected to form a volume. :

In rae First Fruits OrrFicE,—That the Ecclesiastical Survey, madein pursuance of an Act of Parliament
in the 26th year of King Henry the Eighth, be continued in the press. :

At tae Britisu Museus,—That Alphabetical and Analytical Indexes to the enlarged and improved
Catalogue of the Harleian Manuscripts, be prepared and printed.

At THE CHAPTER HOUSE, WeEsTMINsTER,—That the General Index to Domesday be continued in the press.

Also, That the Work entitled Abbreviatio Placitorum, be continued .in the press.

Also, That the Hundred Rolls be continued in the press.

And, That Mr. Illingworth do ‘continue his arrangement of the unarranged Records, and make Abstract of
Quo Waranto Rolls.

In TuE Tower,—That the Rotuli Scoti® be continued in the press.

That Mr. Richards do continue his transcript of the Hundred Rolls.

And, That Mr, lllingworth do arrange

the Petitions in Parliament, and other Parliamentary Records.

Dated 25th Mareh,
180y.

(Signed) CHARLES ABBOT.  (r.s.)
| FRED. CAMPBELL.  (r.s)

REDESDALE. (L. 5)

GLENBERVIE. (L. 5.)

JOHN BANGOR. (L. 8.)

WILLIAM GRANT.  (r.s)

ARCH. COLQUHOUN. (r.s.)

*NATH. BOND. (. s.)
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ABSTRACT OF ANNUAL REPORT, 25 MARCH 181o0.

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL.

WE the Commissioners constituted and appointed by Your Majesty’s Royal Commission, bearing date the
25d day of May 1806, for carrying inte execution the Measures recommended in the Report made by the Select
Committee of the House of Commons, with respect to the State of the Public Records of the Kingdom, &c. &c. &c.
Do most humbly beg leave to certify to Your Majesty, That in pursuance of the powers vested in us by Your

Majesty’s said Commission, WE have proceeded in the further execution of the several Works stated in our -

Report to Your Majesty, in Your Privy Council, dated the 25th day of March 1809.

39

STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to 25th March 1810.

" Sub-Commissioners

, and Others
REPOSITORY. |  "hboivted by
[
The Board.
Exchequer : Mr. Caley.
K. Rem. Office. | Mr. Vanderzee.
Exchequer: Mr. Caley.
T. R.-Office. | Mr. Playford.
Exchequer : Mr. Caley.
F. F. Office. | Mr. Shrigley.
British Museum. | Mr. Horne.
Chapter House, | R*Hon.Geo.Rose.
Westminster. | Mr. Illingworth.
Chapter House, | RtHon.Geo.Rose.
Westminster. | Mr. Thompson.
Mr. A. Tomlins.
Chapter House, | R*Hon.Geo.Rose.
Westminster. | Mr. C. Ellis.
| Mr. Richards.
{ Mr. IHingworth.
Tower, Mr. Caley.
Mr. Lemon, sen.
Tower. Mr. Illingworth.

DUTY
TO BE PERFORMED.

PROGRESS MADE.

Collating and transcrib-
ing Monastic Records, &c.

Originalia : Abstract ofthe
Rolls, Edw. 3.Vol.2. And
Memeoranda : Abstracts of
the Rolls to be proceeded
upon. ’
. Transcribing Ecclesiasti- .
cal Valar, 26 Hen 8. and
preparing it for press.

Alphabetical and Analy-
tical Indexes to Harleian
Catalogue.

Abbreviatio Placitorum
to be printed with Indexes.

Domesday, complete In-
dex to be prepared and.
printed, with Title and Ta-
ble of Contents.

Examination and Ar-
rangementof Records, and -
Formation of Ichnogra-

| phical and Alphabetical

[nventory.

Inquisitions Post Mortem:
The official Calendars to be
revised and transcribed.

Arrangement of Petitions
in Parliament.

Collated and transcribed Extents of Alien Priories,
Possessions of Knights Templars and Bishopricks
Vacante Sede, as also Transcripts of Inquisitions Post
Mortem, from Edw. 3. to Elizabeth, both inclusive.

Completely printed, with Indexes of Places and
Persons.
“Advanced to 46 Hen. 3.in MS. but not yet printed.

The Text of the First Volume completed in 453
pages, with Ecclesiastical Maps; the Index Capitum
printed; the Indexes of Placos and Persons only remain
to be printed. -

Dioceses transcribed but not yet printed : Coventry

and Lichfield, Winton, and the greater part of Sarum.

The Index of Persons completed, those of Places
and Matters remain to be done.

Indexes of Places and Persons finished, the Index of
Matters remains to be done.

The Index in order of Counties printed in 144
pages, which, with the Geperal Index to the First
Volume, now completed, makes 433 pages. The Title
and Table of Contents are printed.

Divers Bags of Miscellaneous Records have been
arranged. The Hundred Rolls have been advanced in
print from 180 to 332 pages, and two Counties are
transcribed in advance.

Progress also continues to ke made on the Quo
Warranto Rolls; and the Records of Fines removed
to this Office in June 1809 have been arranged from
the Reign of Edw. 6. to the end of George the Second ;
the earlier Fines remain to be done,

The Repertories from 13 Ric. 2. to the end of his
Reign have been corrected and enlarged by examina-
tion with the Originals.

An Index has been made to the Petitions already
printed, and some advancement has been subsequently
made in arranging the Petitions themselves.
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APPENDIX TO FIRST GENERAL REPORT FROM

STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to 25th March 1810—continued.

K

Sub-Commissioners

and Others
REPOSITORY. | °PEointed by DUTY PR
D";cf“” TO BE PERFORMED. HOGRESS MADE.
The Board.
Tower. Mr. Macpherson. | To transcribe and revise | This Work has been advanced in the press from page
in the press the Rotuli| 156 to page 336.
Scotiee in the Tower of
London.
Tower Mr. Tomlins. The Statutes ofthe Realm. | Of the First Volume, 320 pages are printed.
and elsewhere. | Mr. Taunton. —To be continued in the Transcripts and Translations in continuation are

Scotland.

Mr. Illingworth.

Mr. Thomson.

press.

The Statutes and Pro-

prepared for the press.

206 pages of Acta Auditorum, and 32 pages of

ceedings of the Parliament
of Scotland, &c.

Acta Dominorum Consilij regnante Jacobo Tertio,
printed. The Royal Charters from Rob. 1. to Rob. 3.
printed. Nearly 500 pages are printed of the Abridg-
ment of Retours of Services. An Abridgment of
the Record of Tailzies is also in great forwardness.

WE further beg leave to state to Your Majesty, That the following Work is completed and ready for -
delivery ; viz.

“ ROTULORUM ORIGINALIUM IN CURIA SCACCARIJ ABBREVIATIO. Vol 2.
“ Tempore Regis Edwardi 3.”

And WE have moreover Ordered, That the First Volume of the ¢ Statutes of the Realm” be continued in
the press.

I~ tHE KiNc’s REMEMBRANCER'S OFFICE, EXCHEQUER,—That the Extents of Alien Priories, and other
Monastic Records, be transcribed, arranged, and indexed.

IN T™Hr Lorp TREASURER'S REMEMBRANCER’S Orrlcr.,-—That the Abstract of the Memoranda be
continued until sufficient matter is collected to form a Volume. :

In THE First Frutrs Orrice,—That the Ecclesiastical Survey, made in pursuance of an Act of Parliament
in the 26th year of King Henry the Eighth, be continued i the press.

. At THE BritisH Museum,—That the Alphabetical and Analytlcal Indexes to the enlarged and improved
Catalogue of the Harleian MSS. be completed.

At THE CHAPTER Housg, WEsTMINSTER,—That the General Index to Domesday be continued in the
press.
Also, That the Work entitled Abbreviatio Placitorum, be continued.
Also, That the Hundred Rolls be continued in the press, ’
- And, That Mr. Illingworth do continue his Abstract of Quo Warranto Rolls

In e Tower,—That the Rotuli Scotie be continued in the press.

ScorLaNDp,—That Mr. Thomson do proceed with special diligence upon the Parliamentary Records of
Scotland, and the other Works there under his Superintendence.

(Signed) CHARLES ABBOT. (L.s.)

FREDERICK CAMPBELL. (r.s.)

Dated 24 March, GLENBERVIE. (r.s.)
1810. JOHN LONDON. (L.s.)
WILLIAM GRANT. (.s.)

ARCHIBALD COLQUHOUN. (r.s.)
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ABSTRACT OF ANNUAL REPORT, 25 MARCH 1811.

R

TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS GEORGE PRINCE OF WALES,
Regent of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
IN COUNCIL. |

WE the Commissioners constituted and appointed by His Majesty’s Royal Commission, bearing date the
23d day of May 1806, for carrying into execution the Measures recommended in the Report marle by the Select
Committee of the House of Commons, with respect to the State of the Public Records of the Kingdom, &c. &c. &c.
Do most humbly beg leave to certify to Your Royal Highness, That in pursuance of the powers vested in us by
His Majesty’s said Commission, WE have proceeded in the further execution of the several Works stated in our
Report to His Majesty, in His Privy Council, dated the 25th day of March 1810.

STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to 25th March 1811.

Sub-Commissioners

_ Chapter House,
W estminster.

Chapter House,
Westminster.

Chapter House,
W estminster.

545-

Rev. Mr. Baber.

Rt. Hon. G. Rose.
Mr. Illingworth.

Rt. Hon. G. Rose.
Mr. Thompson.
Mr. A. Tomlins.

Rt. Hon. G. Rose.
Mr. C. Ellis.

Mr. Richards.

| M. Illingwo;th. _

MSS. to be prepared and
printed.

Abbreviatio Placitorum,
to be printed, with Indexes.

Domesday : Complete
Todex to be prepared and
printed, with Title and
Table of Contents.

Examination and Ar-
rangement of Records,and
Formation of an Ichnogra-
phical and Alphabetical

‘Taventory.

and Others I;UTY
\ appointed by .
REPOSITORY. Direction TO BE PERFORMED. PROGRESS MADE
S
The Board.
Exchequer: Mr. Caley. Collating and transcrib- [  Collected and transcribed Extents of the Temporalties
K. Rem. Office. | Mr. Vanderzee. | ing Monastic Records. of Abbies and Priories of Royal Foundation, Extents
of the Temporalties of Bishops, Accounts of the-Spiri-
tualties and Temporalties of Alien Priories, and Royal
Charters in various Reigns, from Edw. 1. to Hen. 7.
Arranged in Counties many of the Inquisitions Post
Mortem, and proceeding with the remainder, and to
make a Calendar of them. .
Exchequer : Mr. Caley. Memoranda : Abstract | Advanced to 2d Edw. 1. in MS. but not yet printed.
T. Rem. Office. | Mr. Playford. of the Rolls. _
' Originalia: Transcribing | Transcribed from 1 Hen. 8. to 11 James 1.
_ | Official Repertories..
“Exchequer: Mr. Caley. | Transcribing Eccl.Valor,| The First Volume completely printed in 519 pages,
F. F. Office. Mz. Shrigley. and preparing it for press. | exclusive of Maps and introductory Matter.
TheSecond Volume in the press and 60 pages printed.
Dioceses transcribed but not yet printed :
| Coventry and Licbfield, Sarum, Worcester, and the
greater part of Exeter.
‘British. Museum. | Mr. Horne. Alphabetical and Analy- The Indexes of Persons and Places completed, the
tical Indexes to Harleian | Index of Matters alone remaius to be done, and is in
Catalogue. the press.. 7 ‘ ,
Mr. Douce. Catalogue of Lansdowne| In the press, and 72 pages printed.

The concluding Index of Matters is ready for press.

The whole completely printed (in 536 pages,) except
an Index Rerum, which is now in the press.

The Hundred Rolls, from 332 pages to 480 pages,
printed. Quo Warranto Rolls abstracted for ten Coun-
ties. Records of Fines, removed to this Office in June
1809, completely arranged.

Progress making in the further arrangement of the
Bags containing Miscellaneous Records.

The Inventory noticed in the preceding Column has
been finished.

M
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STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to 25th March 1811—cantinued.
Sub-Commissioners
and.Others DUTY
. a ted

REPOSITORY. Q)P;’r‘g?fiofy TO BE PERFORMED. PROGRESS MADE.

The Board.
Chapter House, | Mr. Macpherson. To transcribe and revise | This Work has been advanced in the press from

 Westminster,

Tower
and elsewhere.

Scotland.

M. Tomlins.
Mr. Taunton.
Mr. lllingworth,

Mr. Thox_nson.

in the press the Ratuli
Scotie in the Tower of
London.

The Statutes of the Realm.
—To complete the First
Volume, and prepare Ma-
terials for Second Volume.

The Statutes and Pro-
ceedings of the Parliament
of Scotland, &c.

p- 336 to p. 508.

" The first Volume finished, containing the Statutes of
Kings Hen. 3. Edw.1. Edw. 2 and Ed. 3. preceded by
the Charters of Liberties granted and confirmed by the
Kings Hen. 1. Stephen, Hen. 2. and John, Hen. 3. and
Edw. 1. _ Materials for the second Volume, consisting
of the Statutes of King Richard 2. and subsequent
Reigns are ready for the press.

Progress made in the Parliamentary Records of
Scotland. 206 pages of Acta Auditorumn, and 268 pages
of Acta Dominorum Consilij, have been printed. Also
Royal Charters, 256 pages. Aund Abridgment of Re-
tours of Services, 748 pages.

WE further beg leave to state to Your Royal Highness, That the following Works have been made

complete and ready for delivery; viz.
1. “ THE STATUTES OF THE REALM. Vol I.”

4

5.
And WE have moreover Ordered, That a Second and Third Volume be printed concurrently, of the authentic

2.

“ VALOR ECCLESIASTICUS;
“ Temp. Hen. VIII. Auctoritate Regia Institutus.

Vol. 1.”

3- “ ABBREVIATIO PLACITORUM IN CURIA REGIS;
“ Temporibus regum Ric. I. Joh. Hen. 111. Ed. 1. & 11.”

“ CATALOGUE OF HARLEIAN MANUSCRIPTS IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM;

“ Vol. IV. Contammg Indexes of Persons, Places, and Matters.”
“ LIBRI CENSUALIS VOCATI DOMESDAY BOOK.—InbpicEs.”

Collection “ Of Statutes of the Realm.”
In THE KiNG's REMEMBRANCER’S OFFICE, EXCHEQUER,——That the Extents of Alien Puoues and other

Monastic Records be transcribed, arranged and indexed.

IN THE Lorp TREASURER'S REMEMBRANCER'S OFFICE,—

tinued until sufficient matter is collected to form a volume.
Ix taE First Fruirs Orr 1ce,—That the Ecclesiastical Survey, made in pursuance of an Act of Parliament

in the 26th Year of King Henry the Eighth, be continued in the press.
At THE BRriTI1SH MUsEUM,—Also, That the Catalogue of the Lansdowne Manuscripts be proceeded in.

At tRE CHAPTER HoUsE, WEsTMINSTER,—Also, That the Hundred Rolls be continued in the press.
And, That Mr. Illingworth do continue his abstract of Quo Warranto Rolls.

In THE TowERr,—That the Rotuli Scotie be continued in the press.
That, Dr.Adam Clarke do prepare Materials for a New Editionof Rymer's Feedera, and a Continuation thereto.

ScorLanDp, That Mr. Thomson do proceed with special diligence upon the Parliamentary Records of

Scotland, and the other Works there under his superintendence.

Dated 25 March,
1811,

(Signed) (L. s.)
WILLIAM GRANT. (r. s.)
FRED. CAMPBELL. (L.s.) .
REDESDALE. (r.s)
GLENBERVIE, (r.s.)
JOHN LONDON. (r.s.)

CHARLES ABBOT.

CHARLES BATHURST. (1. s.)

That the Abstract of the Memoranda be con- .
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ABSTRACT OF ANNUAL REPORT, 23 MARCH 1812.

e —

TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS GEORGE PRINCE OF WALES,

Regent of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
IN COUNCIL.

WE the Commissioners constituted and appointed by His Majesty’s Royal Commission, bearing date the
23d day of May 1806, for carrying into execution.the Measures recommended in the Report made by the Select
Committee of the House of Commons, with respect to the State of the Public Records of the Kingdom, &c. &c. &c.
Do most humbly beg leave to certify to Your Royal Highness, That in pursuance of the powers vested in us by
His Majesty’s said Commission, WE have proceeded in the further execution of the several Works stated in our
Report to Your Royal Highness, in Council, dated the 25th day of March 1811.

STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to 23d March 1812.

Sub-Commissioners

and Others DUTY .
appointed by : .
REPOSITORY: Direction TO BF. PERFORMED. PROGRESS MADE.
The Board.
Exchequer: Mr. Caley. Collecting and transcrib- |  Collected and transcribed further Extracts of Tem-
K. Rem. Office. | Mr. Vanderzee. |ing Monastic Records,&e. | poralties of Abbies and Prioriesof. Royal Foundation,
Accounts of Alien Priories and Royal Charters in
various Reigns.’
Exchequer : M. Caley. Memoranda: A_bstrabt of | Advanced to 7 Ed. L. in MS. but not yet printed.
T. Rem. Oftice. -| Mr, Playford, the Rolls.
| Originalia: Transcribing Transcribeti from 1 Hen. 8. to 13 Jas. 1. |
Official Repertories.
Excheqtfer: Mr. Calej— Transcribing Eccl. Valor, The Second Volume has been advanced in -print
F.F. Office. | Mr. Shrigley. and preparing it for Press. | from 60 to 200 Pages. :
Dioceses transcribed, but not yet printed : Coventry
and Lichfield, Worcester, Exeter, Oxford, and part of
Gloucester. ' '
British Musenm. | Mr. Horne. Alphabetical and Analy- | * The Fourth and last Volume of this Catalogue,
tical Indexes to Harleian | containing the Indexes, is completely printed.
Catalogue.
Mr. Douce. A Catalogueof Lansdowne| The First Part, consisting of the Burleigh Papers,

Chapter House,
Westminster.

Chapter House,
Westminster.

Chapter House,
Westminster.

Rev. Mr. Baber.

Rt. Hon.G. Rose.
Mr. Thompson.
Mr. A. Tomlins.

Rt.Hon. G. Rose.
Mr. Illiqgworth.

Rt. Hon.G. Rose.

Mr. C. Ellis.
Mr. Richards.
Mr. Illingworth.

Mr. Macpherson.

MSS. to be prepared and
printed, with an Index.

Domesday: Complete
Index to be prepared and
printed with Title and Table
of Contents.

Abbreviatio Placitorum
to be printed.

Examinationand Arrange-
ment of Reconds.

Totranscribe and revise in
the press the Rotuli Scotie
in the Towgr of London.

completed at press in 226 pages, except Index,
which remains to be done.

The whole completely printed.

This Volume is completely printed.

The First Volume of Hundred Rolls is completely
printed in 700 pages. The Quo Warranto Rolls have
been abstracted for Eighteen Counties. Some fur-
ther -Progress has been made in the Arrangement of
Bags of Miscellaneous Records.

This Work has been advanced in the press from
p- 508 to p. 676.
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STATE of the PROCEEDINGS to 23d March 1812—continued.
Sub-Commissioners
and Others DUTY
appointed by
REPOSITORY. Direction TO BE PERFORMED. PROGRESS MADE.
The Board.
Tower Mr. Tomlins. The Statutes of the Realm |  The Second and Third Volumes are printing con-
and elsewhere. | Mr. Taunton. —To proceed with 2d and | currently; of the former 168 pages have been printed,

Mr. Illingworth. | 3d Volumes. of the latter 88 pages.

Scotland. The Statutes and’ Pro-| Two Volumes of Inquisitions, from 1547 to 1700,
ceedings of the Parliament | have been completely printed, aud a Supplement is
of Scotland, &c. preparing. The other Works now printing are,

1. Acta Parliamentorum Scoti. 2. Acta Domi-
norum ad Causas audiend’; & Acta Dominorum
Consilij. 3. Registrum Mag. Sig. Regum Scotie.
4. Abbreviatio Registri Magni Sigilli.

-‘Mr. Thomson.

WE further beg leave to state to Your Royal Highness, That the following Works have been made complete

and ready for Delivery ; viz.
| 1. “ ROTULI HUNDREDORUM,

“ Temp. Hen. 111. & Edw.I. Vol. 1.”

2. “ INQUISITIONUM AD CAPELLAM DOMINI REGIS RETORNATARUM QUZAE IN PUBLICIS
« ARCHIVIS SCOTIZE ADHUC SERVANTUR ABBREVIATIO. Vol.I. and II.

And WE have moreover Ordered, That the Second and Third Volumes of the * Statutes of the Realm,”
be printed concurrently.

I~ tHE KiNG’s ReMEMBRANCER'S OFFICE, Excuequer,—That the Transcripts of Monastic Records be
continued.

IN THE Lorp TREASURER’S REMEMBRANCER's OFFICcE,~That the Abstract of the Memoranda be con-
tinued, until sufficient Matter is collected to form a Volume for the Inspection of the Board.

In THE Finst Frurts Orrice,—That the Second Volume of the Ecclesiastical Survey made in pyrsuance
of an Act of Parliament in the 26th Year of King Henry the Eightb, be continued in the press.

At THE BriTisH MusEum,—That the Chtalogue of the Lansdowne MSS. be continued in the press,

At THE CHaPTER House,—That the Second Volume of the Hundred Rolls be put to press: Also, That
a Volume of Quo Warranto Rolls be put to press.

In THE TowEer,—That the Rotuli Scotie be continued in the press.

Ryumer’s FEpERA,—That Dr. Adam Clarke do continue to prepare Materials for Supplement and Con-
tinuation.

ScorLaND,—That Mr. Thomson do proceed with special diligence upon the Parliamentary Records of
Scotland, and the other Works there under his Superintendence.

And We further beg leave most humbly to state to Your Royal Highness, That at the present time, We have
not any other Matters to offer for Your Royal Highness’s Consideration, touching or concerning the Premises, or
any further Measures to propose thereupon.

(Signed) CHARLES ABBOT. (L. s.)
'~ WILLIAM GRANT. (L. 8.)

FRED. CAMPBELL. (L.s.)
REDESDALE. (L.8.)
GLENBERVIE. (L.3.)

JOHN LONDON. (L.s.)

CHARLES BATHURST. (r.s.)
Dated 284 Mareh 1812.
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Appendix (D.)

An Account of the Sums issued annually to the Commissioners, and disbursed Arpendix,
by them in Remuneration of the several Persons employed under them ; ®
also of the Sums paid to His Majesty’s Printers for printing the Works Issuedsgl::lly o

directed by the Commissioners, from 1801 to 1812, both Years inclusive. o Commisaioner:

—

ANNUAL EXPENDITURE.

YEARS. . En‘;;;‘;“:;;“'s"c‘;'ﬂ“ N Printing in England. Printing in Scotland.
Lo s. d. Lo s d L s d
1801 1,440 - — Nil Nil.
" 1802 4,140 4 6 2,381 18 ¢ Nil.
1803 3,246 o9 - Nil. Nil.
1804 2,338 15 6 Nil. 1,000 - -
1805 3,147 7 10 1,767 15 10 Nil.
1806 4,997 19 1 Nil. Nil
1807 3152 6 7 3,596 11 4 594 - 6
11808 - 5,847 7% 4,348 ‘4 4 Nil.
. 1809 7,061 4 4 Nil. Nil.
1810 5459 — 11 3,162 7 4 'Nil.
1811 7,247 7 4 5826 8 8 ‘1,865 5 5
1812 ‘4,063 7 10 — —_—

Memorandum.—The Number and Names of the several Persons annually remunerated out of the Sums
above-mentioned to have been annually advanced to the Commissioners will appear by the several Certificates
contained in the preceding Appendix (C.) except as to Services in Scotland, which were executed by various
Persons there, selected and superintended by Mr. Thomson, the Deputy Clerk Register of Scotland, of whose
Employment an Account has been rendered to the Commissioners in each of his Quarterly Reports.

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Harrison of the Treasury, ¢29'th‘April 1811,
to the Secretary.

Sir, , .
The Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury having had under their Consideration the State of your
Account, in respect to Sums issued to you between 1st September 1803 and 24th June 1809, to pay Rewards
to the several Persons employed under the Direction of the Commissioners of Public Records, I am commanded
by my Lords to acquaint you, that they are pleased to allow the same.
I am, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

Treasury Chambers, GEO. HARRISON.

2gth April 1811.
Jobn Caley, Esq.

545. ) . N
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Appendix, (E. 1.)

MEASURES

Executed in England and Scotland, under the First and Second Record
Commissions ; viz. of 19 July 1800, and 23 May 1806.

Appendix,
(E.1. :
' ) REPOSITORIES. MEASURES RECOMMENDED. COMPLETED.
MEASURES -
EXECUTED. .

1. BUILDINGS.

House of Cominons : Requires additional space, and accommodation for Papers dally accumulating. 1803.
Paper Office. —Rep. Sel. Com. 9. 1803, Dec. Reported that this space is now provided by
the orders of The present Speaker.

Chapter House. To have a Building added to it, to serve as an Office for Inspection of the 1802.
Records, &c.—Rep. Sel. Com. 9. 1800, July 22, Ordered.

Tower. Nothing wanted, except some additional support to the Frame-work and 1801.
Stages in the large Apartment adjoining to Ceesar’s Chapel.—Rep. Sel. Com. g.
1800, July 22, Ordered.

Lord Treasurer’s Eﬂ"ectwe measures should be adopted, without delay, to prevent the risk of 1803
Remembrancer’s Office.| Fire, and the destructive effect of Damp.—1800, July 22, Ordered.—1803, '
Office of Commissioners| March 24, Reported complete, and the Records ordered to be removed there.—

of l;)uizl;c(;‘ﬁ(;f; unts. 1 N.B. 1806. Grant by Parliament for securing the Repositories from damp.
Somerset Place. Memorandum. —The Records in the Lord Treasurer’s Remembrancer’s Office

were, anterior to their being placed in their present Repository, in utter confusion,
not a single Document of the two great branches of Records in the Office, namely,
the Originalia and Memoranda, could without the greatest difficulty be found,
and the expense to parties desirous of searching was so considerable, that no use
whatever of these Records was made for several years. They are now deposited
with the utmost regularity in places sufficiently light, and free from damp, and
recent experience hath shown that they may all be referred to with great facility.

State Paper Office, Ought to be transferred from the present damp ruinous tenement, and lodged 1811.
Scotland Yard. in some Public Building, fire-proof.—Rep. Sel. Com. 10.

1800, July 32, The Suryeyor General of His Majesty’s Works ordered
to report; but no Report having been made—1810, Nov. g, Application
was made by The Record Commissioners, to the Lords of the Treasury,
for the Office to be removed to the House at Whitehall hitherto used as

- the Office of Waods and Forests, but then about to be vacated.—Recom-
mendation acceded to by the Treasury.

Offices of Should be placed in some Building to be constructed at the Public Expense.— 1812.
Clerk of the Crown, | Rep. Sel. Com. 10.
Petty Bag, and

Examiners in Chancery. Memorandum.—In the Building erected for these Offices there is also accom-

modation for the Corporation of Cursitors,
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REPOSITORIES. MEASURES RECOMMENDED. COMPLETED. |  Appendix,
, (E.1)
- ENGLAND—continued. MEASURES
EXECUTED,
' —r
2. CALENDARS AND INDEXES.
King’s Bench. An Index should be made to the Baga de Secretis.—Rep. Sel. Com. 11. 1802.
1800, July 22, Ordered.—Reported complete from 1478 to the present reign ;
and the Attainder Records placed in the Baga de Secretis. :
King’s Remembrancer's| Memorandum.—The Searches in this Office, made under thes¢ Commissions,
Office. have restored to public knowledge a great number of valuable Records, con-
sisting of Extents of Manors, Inquisitions, and Surveys of various kinds.
Lord Treasurer’s Memorandum.—No less than 1587 Rolls of Originalia and Memoranda were,
Remembrancer’s Office. | antecedent to the arrangement of the Records of this Office, compressed into
sacks piled upon each other, and consequently totally inaccessible; many im-
portant Records were also discovered when these sacks were emptied, viz. Pipe
Rolls, Rolls of Nomina Villarum, Escheats, Surveys, &c. &c.
Auditors of Land Memorandum.—This Office was, as far as concerned its antient Records, in
Revenue. the utmost confusion; most of the Papers are now arranged, and may be re-
ferred to.
British Museum : It would be desirable to have a revision and correction of this printed Cata-
Harleian MSS. logue.—Rep. Sel. Com. 12. , '
Memorandum.—This Catalogue has been revised, and reprinted in 3 vols. and 1808.
to the revised Catalogue is added a classed and an alphabetical Index. The like 1811,
measure has been directed with respect to the Lansdowne MSS. purchased in 1812.
1807, comprehending the Papers of Lord Burghley, Sir Julius Ceesar, &c.
. 3. TRANSFERS.
Auditors of the Land A Transfer of the Ministers Accounts from this Office to the Augmentation 1801,
Revenue. Office would be useful.—Rep. Sel. Com. 13. 1800, July 22, Ordered. :
Dachy Office, Cornwall, Such Records in the Augmentation Office as relate to this Duchy to be removed 1801,
thither.—1800, July 22, Ordered.
Duchy Office, Lancaster| A similar Order.—1800, July 22. 1801.
Parish Registers. A large proportion of Parishes in many Dioceses having neglected to transmit 1800.
copies of them to the Diocesan or his Chancellor ; ordered, That the Secretary
do write in the name of the Board to the Archbishops of Canterbury and York,
respectfully submitting the propriety of using such means as they shall judge
expedient herein, to the end the same may faithfully be preserved in the Registry
of the respective Bishops, according to the canon passed in 1603.—Letter written ‘
accordingly.
4. PRINTING.
1. CALENDARS.
Tower: An Index to these Records should be printed.—Rep. Sel. Com. 14. 1800, 1802.
Patent Rolls. July 22, Ordered.
Charter Rolls. An Index to these Rolls should be printed.—Rep. Sel. Com. 14. 1800, July 1803.
22, Ordered.
Inquisitions ad quod Memorandum.—Not specifically mentioned in the Report of the Select Com- 1803.
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"REPOSITORIES.

- "MEASURES REéOMMENDED.

| COMPLETED..

Inquisitions
Post Mortem.

Lord Treasurer’s
Originalia.

Chapter House,
‘W estminster :
Domesday.

and Common Pleas.

Bfitish Museum:
Cottonian MSS.

Exchequer :
Pope Nicholas’s
Taxation.

Exchequer.
Testa de Nevill.

. Nonea Rolls.

. "Tower and
Chapter House :
Hundred Rolls.

First Fruits Office :
Ecclesiastical Survey,
26 Hen. 8.

Tower,
Chapter House,
Rolls Chapel,
Universities,
Cathedrals,
&e.

Remembrancer’s Oﬂiqe :

Records of King’s Bench:

ENGLAN D—continued.
PRINTING—continued.

The Chronological Indexes to these Records should be printed.—Rep. Sel.
Com. 14.
Indexes from Hen. 3. to end of Edw. 3. completed.

24 March 1804, Ordered, That Mr. Playford do proceed on the Abstract to
the Originalia, and the printing thereof.

' Memorandum.—Two volumes of this Abstract from 20 len. 3. to the end of
Edw. 3. completed. . :

There is an Index to Domesday, which should be enlarged and published,
together with a Title, &c.—Rep. Sel. Com. 14. 1800, July 22, Ordered. '

Calendars to the earliest Records of the Curia Regis and Court of King’s
Bench, viz. the former beginning with the Reign of Richard 1. and the latter
from 1 Ed. 1. to 10 Hen. 5.; and Calendars to the Records of the Common
Pleas, from 1 Ed. 1. to 18 Ed. 1.; should be printed, together with an Index to
the Placita Exercitiis, 24 Ed. 1.— Rep. Sel. Com. 14. 1800, July 22, Ordered

1 to be printed.—1802, March 24, A Fac Simile of Records to be engraved.

Memorandum.—This Work is closed with the end of Edw. 2.

2. SELECTION of RECORDS and PAPERS.

Catalogue of Cottonian MSS. ‘by Mr. Planta should be printed.—Rep. Sel.
Com. 14. 1800, July 22, Ordered.

Pope Nicholas’s Taxation should be printed.—Rep. Sel. Com. 15. 1800,

“July 22, Ordered.

Table of Contents should be printed, with a Specimen engraved from the
Original.—Rep. Sel. Com. 15. 1804, January 24, Ordered to be printed entire.

A Calendar to these should be printed, and an Explanatory Account of them,

| and Specimens of some of the most complete in each Diocese.—Rep. Sel. Com. 15.

1800, Dec. 19, Ordered.

Lists thereof should be printed, with a Specimen engraved from the Original.—
Rep. Sel. Com. 15. 1804, July 24, Ordered to be printed entire. The first
volume of this Work, the Counties being arranged in alphabetical order, concludes
with Norfolk ; the rest will form a second volume.

1806, July 31, Ordered to be printed, with Maps of the several Dioceses. The
first volume of this Work, comprehending Dioceses of Canterbury, Rochester,

| Bath and Wells, Bristol, Chichester, and London, is printed.

[ —— e——— —

1803, March 24, Ordered to be printed. Two volumes of these

5. STATUTES OF THE REALM.

Many Statutes and Ordinances, recorded in the Rolls of Parliament and other
Records, are not inserted in the printed Statute Books, which are only compilations
by private hands. A complete and authentic edition of all the Statutes should be
printed : In the prosecution of such a Work, it will be proper to consult the most
antient and perfect Manuscript Copies preserved in the Exchequer, and the several
Public Libraries of the Inns of Court, the Universities, the Cathedrals, and the
British Museum.—Rep. Sel. Com. 16.

1800, ‘Dec. 19, Order for printing a complete and authentic Edition

of the Statutes and Ordinances of the Realm, including every Law, as
well those repealed or expired as those in force ; together with a Chrono-
logical List of them, and Tables.

The first volume of this Work, containing Preliminary Introduction,
-Charters of Liberties, and Statutes to the end of Edw. 111. with engraved
Copies of the Charters, and Specimens of the Statute Roll, is printed.

1808.

1810.

1811.

1811.

1802.
1802.
1807.

1808.

1812.

1811.

1811.




THE COMMISSIONERS ON PUBLIC RECORDS.

49

REPOSITORIES.

MEASURES RECOMMENDED.

General Register House,
and all other
Record Offices
in
Scotland.

SCOTLAND.

1. REGULATION OF REGISTRIES.

UPON the representation of the Commissioners, in concurrence with, and
through the Lord Clerk Register, that important and extensive services might be
rendered in aid of the purposes and establishment of the General Register House

| in Scotland, by the appomtment of some Barrister of considerable standing and

respectable for his character in legal knowledge, to act as Resident Deputy Clerk
Register, with full powers to execute the various functions of his principal ; the
Lords Commissioners of the Treasury have been pleased to obtain His Majesty’s
authority for putting upon the civil establishment of Scotland, a salary of £.500
a year, payable to such Deputy Clerk Register ; and thereupon the Lord Clerk
Register has, by commission under his hand and seal, appointed Thoimnas
Thomson, Esquire, an Advocate of the Scottish Bar, of ten years standing and
upwards, to be such deputy, as a person eminently qualified for the discharge of
the duties of such office, with an instruction contained in the said Commission, by
which he is required to prepare regulations for the formation, custody, and trans-
mission of Records and Registers, in the view of preventing the irregularities and
defects which have heretofore prevailed; and annually to report his proceedings

'in the exercise of the said office, and transmit the same to the Lord Clerk Register

for the time being, with a duplicate thereof, to be by him communicated to the
Lords of Council and Session for their information.

Since the date of his appointment the Deputy Clerk Register has made five suc-
cessive Annual Reports, for the years 1807, 1808, 1809, 1810, and 1811, respec-
tively, which have been presented to the Court of Session: and on the first, second,

and third of which the Court have received Reports from Committees of their
own number, and have approved thereof.

In pursuance of the suggestions in those and other Reports, by the
Deputy Clerk Register, several Acts of Sederunt have been passed by the
Lords of Session, for the better regulation of different Records ; viz.

Feb. 13, 1807, An Act concemixig the transmission of the General

Minute Book of the Court of Session to His Majesty’s General Register
House.

Dec. 1, 1807, An Agt conceming the transmission of thé Books of

Sederunt of the Court of Session to His Majesty’s General Register
House.

Feb. 1, 1808, An Act concerning the Register of the Great Seal.

March 11, 1808, An Act concerning the transmission of the Registers
of Tailzies and Inventories to His Majesty’s General Register House.

March 11, 1808, An Act for regulating and enforcing the ingiving of

complete and correct Record Copies of Papers prmted and put into the
Lords’ Boxes for advising.

July 10, 1811, An Act concerning the Registration of Deeds, Probative
Writs and Instruments of Protest in the Books of Council and Session.

July 10, 1811, An Act coneerning the Registers of Seisins, Rever-
sions, &c. .

July 10, 1811, An Act concerning the Registers of Hornings and of
Inhibitions.

Tnlv 1n. 1R11. An Act enncernine the Reaictor nf Ahlirawiotas f

1811,

1807.

1808.

COMPLETED. |  Appendx,
(E. 1)
MEASURES
EXECUTED.
——
1806.
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- Appendix, REPOSITORIES. _ MEASURES RECOMMENDED. COMPLETED.
(E. 1)
MEASURES

EXECUTED. SCOTLAN D;-continued.

D ———

2. REGISTRATION.

————

Duplicates of all Deeds which pass the Great Seal of Scotland should be made
and authenticated by the Lord Keeper's Deputy, with an Index thereto, and
deposited annually in the General Repository at the General Register House.
Rep. Sel. Com.17. - - - ‘

- A Record of all Decreets in the Sherifi’s Court ought, according to the regu-
lations enjoined by ‘the' Court of: Session, to be made regularly and completely.
Of the utility of executing this strictly, some doubts have been entertained ; but
there is no doubt of its being expedient to require, that an Annual Report, signed
by the Sheriff Clerk, and attested by the Sheriff, of the state of the Records
in the Sheriff’s Court, .should be made to the Court of Session, and there
recorded in the Books of Sederunt. Rep. Sel. Com. 17.

The Record of Deeds in the Sheriff’s Court should be entered in Books given
outand marked by the Lord Clerk Register or bhis Deputies, as the Record of
Hornings and Inhibitions now is; and no new Books should be given out, until
the old are returned, with the Deeds recorded in them. Rep. Sel. Com. 17.

All Deeds regarding the heritable property within a Royal Burgh, should be
recorded in the Town Court Books of the particular Burgh ; and Deeds regarding
matters of personal concern within the Burgh, should be recorded in the Town
Court Books, or in the Sheriff Court Books. Rep. Sel. Com. 17.

No Deeds whatever should be reco;'ded in the Commissary Courts; and
although this practice has very generally obtained, it is irregular, and ought to be
prevented in all cases for the time to came... Rep. Sel. Com. 17. .

1806, May 7, Referred to Mr. Thomson, Deputy Clerk Register of
Scotland, to report thereupon.

1806, September 16, Read Mr. Thomson’s Answers to the Reference
of May 7; and Ordered, That he do make a detailed Report upon the
several matters above mentioned, and suggest the most effectual measures
for remedying the existing defects.

1807, July 21, 25, 30, Read«Mr.- Thomson’s Report, made in pur-
suance of the preceding Order; and Ordered, That certain measures
therein recommended be referred to the consideration of the Lord Pre-
sident of the Court of Session, the Lord Advocate, the Lord Justice
i Clerk, and the Lord Chief Baron.

1808, March 25, Read the proceedings of the Great Law Officers in
Scotland upon the matters referred to their consideration ; also, Heads of
a Bill for better regulating the Public Records of Scotland, prepared by
the Deputy Clerk Register, in pursuance of the Orders of the Board, and
transmitted as approved of by the Lord President of the Court of Session:
Resolved, That the Lord Advocate of Scotland be requested to move for
leave to bring in a Bill for effectuating the measures proposed therein.

' ] .

Memorandum. This Bill was presented to the House of Commons in April
1808 ; but the measure was postponed till the following Session, when, with
some alterations, this Bill was passed, May 12th, 1809. 1t is 49 Geo. III.
cap. 42. intituled, “ An Act for better regulating the Public Records of
“ Scotland.” The several measures which it authorizes have been since
carried into effect.

wn -
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REPOSITORIES. MEASURES RECOMMENDED. COMPLETED.
SCOT L AN D—continued.
3. BUILDINGS. ’ 4
Great Seal Office, An Apartment in the General Register House should be allowed to the Great | object of
Seal Office.—Rep. Sel. Com. 17. this Recommen
dation has been
1806, May 7, and Sept. 16, Referred to the Deputy Clerk Register | attained in a
to report thereupon. , o different mode,
. 1809.
1807, July 21, Read his Report on this Article, and postponed the
further consideration thereof till the proposed regulations concerning the
Register of the Great Seal should be finally disposed of. |
N. B. In consequence of the Regulations since established by Act of
Sederunt of the Court of Session, Feb. 11, 1808, and by the Act
49 Geo. 1L cap. 42, “ for better regulating the Public Records of Scot-
“ land,” sec. 15, the appropriation of an apartment in the General Register
Office, to the Great Seal Office, has been rendered unnecessary. |
Court of Exchequer. The Buildings occupied by this Court should be rendered more commodious Completed
and secure.—Rep. Sel. Com. 18. underaseparate
, . . ‘ Commission,
1806, Sept. 16, Referred to the Deputy Clerk Register to report 1809.
thereupon.
1807, July 25, Reported to the Board, that the Measure was about to
be executed under the authonty of an Act of Parllament obtained for that
purpose. : ;
4. CATALOGUES, &c.
General Register It will be expedient to make an Invéntory or Repertory to'detached Charters
House. and Proclamations.—Rep. Sel. Com. 18. ,
Original Documents. ' i806, Sept. 16, Referred to the Deputy Clerk Register to report there- Completed
upon. 1810.
1807, July 25, Read his Report, stating that the Measure had been
executed, in so far as the Original Documents alluded to had been
discovered.
1811, Dec. 31, In the Annual Report of the Deputy Clerk Register for
1810, it is stated that other Original Documents had since been discovered,
of which Inventories had been made.
o \
Admiralty. An Index is wanting to such Proceedings in this Courtas are carried on to final
sentence.— Rep. Sel. Com. 18. ‘
1806, Sept. 16, The Deputy Clerk Register directed o report there- | Executed
' upon.“ o 1808,
- and in the
1807, July 25, Read his Report, recommending that there be framed [C0Urse of '9%“1"
by the Clerks of the Admiralty Court a Chronological Table of Decrees, ‘g :3?: es:ﬂ::
and that the Record of Decrees be bound in Volumes. - Recommended to years
the Judge of the Admiralty Court to give orders accordingly.
1808, March 25, Read letter from the Judg'e‘ of the High Court of
Adtmralty, containing his official orders for carrymg the above Measures
into execution.

Appendix,
(E. 1)

MEASURES
EXECUTED.
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A(pge °d)L" REPOSITORIES. MEASURES RECOMMENDED. COMPLETED.
. 1.

MEASURES

EXECUTED. SCOTLAN D—continued.

R,__J e

5. TRANSFERS.

General Register House.| By Act of Parliament of Scotland, 1G85, Ordained, that all the Clerks within | Completed

Transmissible Registers.| the Kingdom deliver in their Registers to the General Register House every ten | by Act of Par-
years. ' liament 1809

Proper now to be brought in every five years, except ir: special cases.—Rep.

| Sel. Com. 18.
Great Seal. The Warrants thereof, together with Duplicates of all Deeds which pass the
Great Seal, and the Index to Decrees, should be carried in annually.—Rep. Sel.
Com. 18.

1806, Sept. 16, Referred to the Deputy Clerk Register to report there-
upon. :

1807, July 25, Read the Report of the Deputy Clerk Register, recom-
mending that the transmission of all those Classes of Records, which are
periodically transmissible to the General Register House, should be made
as soon as the Records are completed. Referred to the Great Law
Officers of Scotland to consider of the expediency of this Measure, and
the proper mode of carrymg it into execution.

1808, March 25, Read Minutes of Proceedings of the Great Law
Officers of Scotland, in which they approve of the Measure, and recom-
mend that it be introduced by Act of Parliament,

N. B: ' The necessary Provisions for this purpose have been since in-
cluded in the Act 49 Geo. III. cap. 42, * for better regulating the Public
“ Records of Scotland,” and, in the Act 50 Geo. IIl. cap. 112, “ for
“ abridging the Form of extracting Decrees of the Court of Sessnon

Records of Teinds; Should be carried in annually if possible, or within such period as the Court of | Completed asto
~ and Session may direct.—Rep. Sel. Com. 18. Records of
Records of Tailzies Tailzies and of
and of ’ ‘ . Inventories,
Inventories. 1806, Sep. 16, Referred to the Deputy Clerk Register to report 1808,
thereupon.

1807, July'25, Read his Report recommending the transference of
these Records to the General Register House. Resolved, that it be
recommended to the Lord Clerk Register, to present a Petition to the
Lords Commissioners of Teinds respecting the Transfer of the Records
of their Court to the General Register House, as suggested in this part of
the Report ; and that a like petition be presented to the Court of Session
respecting the Records of Tailzies and Inventories.

\

1808, Nov. 25, Read the Proceedings of .the Court of Session upon
petition of the Lord Clerk Register, ordaining the Records of Tailzies and
of Inventories already completed, to be immediately transmitted to the
General Register House ; and ordaining that those ﬂeglsters shall here-
after be kept in books duly marked and issued by the Lord Clerk Register,
and be transmissible accordingly.
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REPOSITORIES. COMPLETED. |  Appendix,

MEASURES RECOMMENDED.

Court of Justiciary.

Privy Council.

SCOTLAN D—continued.

TRANSFERS—continued.

. 1811, December 31. Upon farther consideration of the effects of the
proposed measure, the transference of the Records of Teinds to the
General Repository has been judged inexpedient, and new and larger
apartments in the buildings of the General Register House are now fitted
up for their reception, and complete arrangement.

The Records thereof should be transferred ta the General Register House.—
Rep. Sel. Com. 18. ‘

In 1800, These were transferred to an apartment in the buildings of
the General Register House,—and in Nov. 1811, were removed into
another apartment completely fitted up for their reception and regular
arrangement,

These in like manner should be transmitted into the General Register House.
—Rep. Sel. Com. 18. , .

In 1800, These were transferred along with the Justiciary Records into
an apartment in the General Register House,—and in Nov. 1811, were
removed from the Justiciary Office into the General Repository in the
General Register House, and deposited with the other Public Records of
the Kingdom.

Completed
1800, and 1811.

Completed
1811.

6. FEES AND EMOLUMENTS,
And Mode of making Extracts of Decreets in‘the Court of Session.

No decided opinion on this subject offered by the Committee, because it has
engaged the attention of those persons whose station at the head of the Courts of
Justice, enables them to form the most correct judgment, and who have had itin
contemplation to propose some remedial Measures in Parliament.—Rep. Sel.
Com. 18. ¥ ‘

By the Act of Parliament, 50 Geo. Il cap. 112. the form of extracting
the Decrees in the Court of Session, and the fees connected therewith,
have been altered and subjected to a new regulation.

No alteration has been made on the fees or forms of proceeding in the
other Courts.

Completed
as to the Fees of
Record Officers
in the
Court of Session,
1810.

545+
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Appendix, (E. 2.)

Measures in Progress in England and Scotland,

1812.

REPOSITORIES.

MEASURES RECOMMENDED, AND IN PROGRESS.

Exchequer of Receipt,

viz.

Offices of Auditor, Tellers,

Tally Court, and Pells.

Auditors of Land

Revenue.

The Heralds Office.

First Fruits Office.

State Paper Office:
Removal of Records

from the House of Lords.

Chapter House,
W estminster.,

~

ENGLAND.

1. BUILDINGS.

Ought to be speedily rebuilt, and secured from the hazards of fire.—See Comm.
Journ. Vol. xliv. p. 548. Rep. Sel. Com. g, 10.

Memorandum.—Under Consideration of the Lords of the Treasury for re-
building them. '

" The like Recommendation. Zbid.

These Offices have been removed (for their present Accommodation) to a House
at Whitehall.

Requires to be removed into some Public Building, or to be made more secure
from Fire.—Rep. Sel. Com. 10. _
1807, Dec. 14. The Board having been memorialized hereupon by The
College of Heralds, referred the Consideration thereof to the Commissioners
for Improvements in Westminster.

This Office is among the Class of Private Buildings, the Records thereof are
exposed to very great danger, being lodged in private Chambers in the Temple,
and the Officers non-resident; Of these Records, the principal of which is the
Ecclesiastical Survey, made in the Twenty-sixth Year of Henry the Eighth, there
are no Duplicates.

N.B. Itis now printing, and the First Volume is delivered with Maps of
each Diocese accommodated to the Record.

Referred to the Commissioners for Improvements in Westminster.

2. CALENDARS AND INDEXES.

No Catalogue has yet been made of the Records formerly found there, and
removed 1770, from the custody of the House of Lords to the Old State Paper
Office ; this latter defect may be now supplied by the Persons employed in the New
Establishment.—Rep. Sel. Com. 12. 1800, July 22, Ordered. Calendars produced.

One-third part of the whole contents of this Repository is unprovided with detailed
Calendars or Indexes, particularly Matters concerning Dissolved Monasteries, Pro-
ceedings of Star Chamber, Court of Wards and Liveries, and Court of Requests :
The present Establishment of Officers, if constantly attending, may execute the most
important parts with sufficient dispatch.—Rep. Sel. Com. 11.

1805, March 25. A general Examination of the unarranged Records
ordered ; as also that the Calendars and Indexes deficient, be completed.

1806, March 24. The Records in the Attic Room entirely arranged, and
Progress made in sorting and indexing the other Records ; viz. Placita Corons
et Assise, Antient Deeds and Forest Proceedings.
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REPOSITORIES. MEASURES RECOMMENDED. Appendix,
. (E. 2.)
. MEASURES
ENGLAN D—continued.

IN PROGRESS.

) 2. CALENDARS and INDEXES—continued.

1807, March 25. County Bags of Placita Coronse & Assise, Antient
Deeds and Forest Proceedings reported to be arranged for 23 Counties ;
reported also, that the Records entitled ¢ Scotia,” have been methodized
and indexed.

1808, March 25. A general Inventory of all the Records made, County
Bags of Placita Corone & Assiste, Anfent Deeds and Forest Proceedings
arranged in Continuation to 35 Counties, some Progress made on an Abstract
of the Quo Warranto Rolls.

1809, March 25. County Bags of Placita Corone & Assisee, Antient
Deeds and Forest Proceedings completely arranged for England and Wales;
Star Chamber Proceedings arranged in better order; Progress made on the
Quo Warranto Rolls.

1810, March 24. Divers Bags of Miscellaneous Records arranged ; Pro-
gress also made on the Quo Warranto Rolls; and the Records of Fines
(which were removed to this Office in June 1809 from the Prothonotaries
Office in the Temple) have been arranged from the Reign of Edw. 6. to the
End of George the Second ; the earlier Fines remained to be done.

1811. The Quo Warranto Rolls abstracted for ten Counties: The Records
of Fines removed to this Office in 1809 completely arranged; Progress made
in the further Arrangement of the Bags containing Miscellaneous Records.

King’s Remembrancer’s A total Want of the necessary Calendars and Indexes to those Records which are

Office. . arranged, Rep. Sel. Com. 12. 1800, July 22, Ordered, That Mr. Caley, Mr. Kirkby,
and Mr. Vanderzee, do arrange, methodize, and index all the Records of the said
Office.

1801, March 23. Many thousand Bills, Answers, and Depositions from
Eliz. to Geo. 1. collected together and sorted, and the Special Commissions,
Inquisitions Post Mortem, and Escheat Rolls collected, and made accessible
to the Public, and an Index to the Books of Decrees from 1 to 10 Eliz.
made.

1802, March 24. Index to Decrees and Ordersin part done to 35 Eliz. ;
also several valuable Records newly discovered, viz. Nonz Rolls, Extents,
Inquisitions, and Surveys.

1806. Index to Decrees from 1 Eliz. to end Jac. 2. completed, from which
time there is a regular Series of Office Calendars,

Index to Orders eompleted for the Reign of Eliz. and first seven years of Jac.
Further Proceedings suspended.

1807, March 23. Ordered, That Mr. Vanderzee do collect and arrange
the Monastic Records in the said Office.

1809, March 25. Collected Extents of Knights Templars Possessions in
England, Extents of Possessions of Alien Priories and Royal Abbies and
Priories, as also of Ecclesiastical Possessions Vacante Sede, Copies of Royal
Charfers, and Hundred Rolls Somerset and Dorset.

Transcribed P. Nich* Taxation for Ireland, Extents of Knights Templars Pos-
sessions in Ireland, and Extents of Alien Priories in England.

1810, March 24. Collected and transcribed other Extents of Alien Prio-
ries, Possessions of Knights Templars, and Bishopricks Vacante Sede, and
collected Transcripts of Inquisitions Post Mortem, from Edw. 3. to Eliz.
both inclusive.

1811, March 25. Collected and transcribed Extents of Temporalties of
Abbies and Priories of Royal Foundation, Extents of Temporalties of
Bishops, Accounts of Spiritualties and Temporalties of Alien Priories, and
Royal Charters in various Reigns, from Edw. 1. to Hen. 7. '

Arranged in Counties many of the Inquisitions Post Mortem, and proceeding
with the remainder, and to make a Calendar of them.
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REPOSITORIES.

MEASURES RECOMMENDED.

Lord Treasurer’s
Remembrancer’s Office.

Surveyor General of
Crown Lands.

Tower.

Tower and Chapter House :
Hundred Rolls.

First Fruits Office :
Ecclesiastical Survey,
26 Hen. 8.

Reports made by
Committees of

either House of Parliament.

ENGLAN D—continued.
2. CALENDARS and INDEXES—continued.

No regular or complete Inventory or Index has been made since the Restoration.
—Particular Indexes have been compiled by Individuals, Rep. Sel. Com. 12.

1800, July 22. Ordered, That Mr. Caley and Mr. Playford do arrange,
methodize, and index, all the Records of the said Office.

4801, March 23. The Memoranda and Originalia examined, and the
Rolls repaired where necessary, and the arrangement nearly completed.

1806, Jan. 31. Memoranda (a volume of) ordered to be prepared, but
not printed, until reported upon—Progress reported.

1807, March 25.
John to 10 Hen. 3.

1808, March 25.
1809, March 25.
1810, March 24. Abstract of Memoranda advanced to 46 Hen. 3.

1811, March 25. Abstract of Memoranda advanced to 2 Edw, 1.—
Official Repertories to Originalia transcribed from 1 Hen. 8. to 11 Ja. 1.

Abstracts of the Memoranda proceeded upon from 1

Abstract of the Memoranda advanced to 30 Hen. 3.
Abstract of Memoranda advanced to 37 Hen. 3.

Some further Index to the Surveys, &c. would be useful, Rep. Sel. Com. 12.
1804, Jan. 31, Ordered—1806, May 22, Order repeated—again repeated—181z2,
Jan. 21, viz. requesting a state of the Indexes, and whether the same are complete,
or in what progress they are towards completion.

The Bills, Answers, Depositions, and other Chancery Proceedings, from the Reign
of Elizabeth to 1714, here deposited, have no other Indexes than of the Names of
Plaintiffs and Defendants, and it might be a Work of Utility, if an Index to the
Names of Places, and a short Note of the subject Matter of each Suit were made.
—Commissions and Abstracts, &c. Public Records, 1807. P. 30.

This'is now doing, and the Index for the greatest part of the Reign of
Elizabeth, is already made by the Clerks at the Tower.

PRINTING.

SELECTION OF RE.CORDS AND PAPERS.

Lists thereof should be printed, with a specimen engraved from the Original.—
Rep. Sel. Com. 15.

'1804, Jan. 24. Ordered to be printed intire.

The First Volume is already printed, and the Counties not included in
the First will form a Second Volume.

1806, Jan. 31. Ordered to be transcribed and printed.

Memorandum.—The First Volume of this Work is printed, with Maps, and
a Second is in the press.

To be selected and printed ; and the same reasons which induced the House of
Commons to order a selection of its own Reports to be printed in 1773, may render
it proper to continue the series.—Rep. Sel. Com. 17.

1800, Dec. 19. Ordered, That The Speaker be requested to take into his
consideration, whether it may be expedient to have any selection made of
Reports from Committees of the House of Commons which are not inserted
in the Journals, as a supplement to those ordered to be printed in 1773, and
a continuation thereof to the Union of Great Britain and Ireland.

Memorandum.—This Work is now printing in consequence of a Report of the
House of Commons, August 1803.
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REPOSITORIES.

"MEASURES RECOMMENDED.

Rotuli Scotie,

in the Tower of London.

Rymer’s Feedera.

Tower,
Chapter House,
Rolls Chapel,
Universities,
Cathedrals,
&e.

EN G LAN D—continued.
SELECTION of RECORDS and P APE RS—continued.

1807, Dec. 16. Ordered to be transcribed and put to press as soon
as possible.

1808, March 25. This Work is now preparing for press.

1809, March 25. Of this Work 156 pages are printed.

1810, March 25. Advanced in the press from p. 156 to p. 336.
1811, March 25. Advanced in the press from p. 336 to p. 508.

The State Papers published here, form a most valuable Collection ; they com-
mence from the reign of Henry the First, 1154, but do not come down lower in date
than the first six years of Charles the Second.

- It is desirable to have this Work completed by a Supplementary Selection of such

| other important Papers as were omitted by the original compilers, and to continue it

to the Revolution, or even to the Accession of the House of Hanover.
Com. 17.

1800, July 22. Ordered, That the Secretary do write to The Keeper of
Records, Tower, to The Keeper of Records, Chapter House, to The Keeper,
of Records, Rolls Chapel, to The Keeper of the State Paper Office, to The
Keeper of the Records, Privy Council, and the Clerks of the Signet, to con-
sider and report to this Board, of a proper selection of Records, Instruments,
and State Papers in their custody, to form a Supplement to Rymer’s Feedera,
during the period of time which that Work comprehends ; and also of a
selection to form a continuation of that Work to the Accession of George
the Second.

1803, March 24. The Keeper of the Records at the Rolls Chapel re-
ported, that the selections were finished.

N. B.—Returns from Chapter House and State Paper Office remain to be
sent in.

Rep. Sel.

From the Privy Council and Clerk of the Signet Mr. Topham reported
that no return could be obtained.

1808, March 25. Ordered, That Adam Clarke, LL.D. do make a scheme

for the first volume of Supplement to Rymer, and to a first volume of Con-
tinuation thereto.

1810, March 24. Dr. Clarke’s Scheme or Plan being submitted to the
Board, Ordered, That he do forthwith prepare Materials for a first volume of
a New Edition of Rymer, according to the said Plan; and that when the
same shall be collected and arranged, with a descriptive Table of its Contents,
the entire Manuscript be submitted to the Commissioners, for examination by
them, before it is committed to the press; and that Dr. Clarke be also desired
to propose a Plan for carrying on the Continuation concurrently.

STATUTES of the REALM.

Many Statutes and Ordinances recorded in the Rolls of Parliament, and other
Records, are notinserted in the Printed Statute Books, which are only Compilations
by private hands. A complete and authentic Edition of all the Statutes should be
printed. In the prosecution of such a Work, it will be proper to consult the most
antient and perfect Manuscript Copies preserved in the Exchequer, and the several
Public Libraries of the Inns of Court, the Universities, the Cathedrals, and the British
Museum.—Rep. Sel. Com. 16.

1800, Dec. 19. Order for printing a complete and authentic Edition of
the Statutes and Ordinances of the Realm, including every Law, as well those

repealed or expired as those in force, together with a Chronological List of
them, and Tables.

Memorandum.—The First Volume of this Work has been prmted and the

Qrnmand Al ThilA Y74
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REPOSITORIES.

Sheriffs Qﬂices.

General Register House,
Edinburgh.

MEASURES RECOMMENDED.

SCOTQLAND.

e amm

1. BUILDINGS.

About one fourth of the Sheriffs Offices, public property, the rest in private
houses: All should be lodged in public buildings, secured from damp and fire ; and
it would be productive of great accommodation to individuals, if the Records of each
County were collectively lodged in one place. Rep. Sel. Com. 18.

1806, May 7, and Sept. 16. Deputy Clerk Register directed to report
thereupon.

1807, J uly 25. Read his Report on this Article, and referred to the Lord
Advocate to consider of proposing a Bill to Parliament for the purpose of
accomplishing the measure therein recommended.

1808, March 25. Read Letter from the Lord Advocate, (dated March 15,
1808), stating reasons for postponing the measure until the enquiries and
proposed measures relative to the custody of Local Reolstrles should be
completed.

1811, June 20. Read Mr. Thomson’s Thirteenth Quarterly Report, in
which the propriety of resuming the measure is urgently recommended.
Ordered, That the Lord Advocate be requested to give instructions to the
Deputy Clerk Register for preparing the Draft of such a Bill, to be submitted
to Parliament in the next Session, as may provide more effectually for the
secure preservation of the County Records in Public Buildings.

2. CATALOGUES AND ABRIDGMENTS.

At the General Register House, Edmburgh it will be proper to make a General
Repertory of its whole contents.

1806, May 7th, and Sept. 16. Referred to Deputy Clerk Register to
report thereupon.

1807, July 25. Read his Report.—Ordered,—1. As a preliminary
Measure, That the decayed volumes of Record, be rebound.—2. That the
plan of a Press Catalogue exhibiting the contents of each apartment be pre-
pared by the Deputy Clerk Register—3. A General Repertory systema-
tically arranged to be framed under his direction.

N. B.—Since the date of this Order, the repairing and rebinding of decayed
Records has been in constant progress, of which the details have been given
in seventeen quarterly Reports by Mr. Thomson.

1809, March. Reported that the General Repertory had been completed,
and that the Press Catalogue was begun, and in progress.

1809, Sept. The completion of the Press Catalogue suspended, in con-
sequence of the operation of rebinding decayed volumes of Record still in
progress, by which the bulk of the volumes is greatly diminished, and their
consequent arrangement materially affected. .

1811, Dec. 31. The completion of the Press Catalogue still suspended
by the continued operation of rebinding the Records.
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MEASURES RECOMMENDED.

¢
Great Seal Records.

Exchequer.

High Court of Justiciary.

Chancery Office.

S COTL AN D—conrtinued.
CATALOGUES and ABRIDGMENTS—continued.

It will also be expedient to make an Index to the Records of the Great Seal. Rep.
Sel. Com. 18.

1806, May 7. Upon the Report from the Deputy Clerk Register, relative
to the collection and abridgment of Royal Charters,—Ordered,” That there
be prepared a concise abstract of all the Royal Charters of Scotland which
exist, whether on the Public Record or otherwise.

1807, July 25. Upon further Report by the Deputy Clerk Register, re-
lative to the Index to the Records of the GreatSeal,—Resolved, That he do
proceed upon the matters therein stated, and specify his progress in his
quarterly Reports. .

N. B.—From the date of these Orders, till the beginning of 1811, the for-
mation of the Abstract of Charters, retarded by the pressure of other opera-
tions, particularly those relative to the Collation, Transcription and Printing
of Antient Royal Charters, in pursuance of other Orders of the Board.

1811, Dec. 31. Regular progress stated by Mr. Thomson in the suc-
,cessive quarterly Reports of the preceding year.

An Index should be made to the Book of Decrees and Orders of the King’s Re-
membrancer, for the purpose of supplying the loss of one removed from thence in
1767.—Rep. Sel. Com. 18.

1806, Sept. 16. Referred tothe Deputy Clerk Register to report thereupon.

1807, July 25. Read his Report, and resolved that the Barons of Exche-
quer in Scotland, be requested to take the same into their consideration, and
communicate to this Board what Measures their Lordships shall adopt
thereupon. .

1809, Feb. 3. The Barons recommend that an Index to the Minute Book
of Judicial Proceedings be made, instead of an Index to the Books of Orders
and Decrees of the Court.

1811, Dec. 31. No further proceedings have taken place.

An Index is wanting to these Records. Rep. Sel. Com.
1806, Sept. 16. The Deputy Clerk Register directed to report thereupon.

1807, July 25. Read his Report, recommending, (1) The repairing and
rebinding of the more antient of these Records, and the transcription of some
of the earlier Volumes ; and, (2) The compilation of triple Indexes, at least
from the institution of the present Court in 1672 ; First, of Persons; Secondly,
of Trials systematically arranged ; and, Thirdly, of Points of Law, discussed
and determined.—Ordered, That the former Measures be executed under the
direction of the Deputy Clerk Register; and, as to the latter, that he com-

municate with the Lord Justice Clerk, and obtain his recommendation of a

person properly qualified to execute the Work proposed, and that he do pro-
ceed to the execution thereof.

1811, Dec. 81. With the concurrence of the Lord Justice Clerk, several
attempts have been made to engage a fit person to execute the proposed In-
dexes, but hitherto without success. In the mean time, the two most antient
Volumes of Records have been transcribed, and the whole of the Justiciary
Records have been lately removed into a new apartment, and systematically
arranged, in the view of being rebound in a complete and uniform manner.

In addition to the measures of this class, recommended by the Select Committee
of the House of Commons, the Commissioners took into their consideration, the
best means of compiling and publishing a General Index of Reference to the Register
of the Retours of Services, analogous to the Abridgment of the  Inquisitiones Post
“ Mortem” in England.
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REPOSITORIES.

MEASURES RECOMMENDED.

General Register House.

‘General Register House,
Edinburgh :
Removal of Proceedings
on Special Commissions

for High Treason.

General Register House :
Records of the Parliament
of Scotland.

SCO T L AN D—continued.
CATALOGUES and ABRIDGMENTS—continued.

1805, July 12. Approved of a plan for an Abridgment of the Record of
Retours, communicated by Mr. Thomson, May 9, and ordered to be carried
into execution.

1807, July 31. Progress reported, and further details given by Mr. Thom-
son as to the arrangement and printing of the Work, approved and ordered
to be carried into execution without delay.

1807—1810. Progress in compilingand printing stated in Mr. Thomson’s
Quarterly Reports. v

1811, April 1. The Abridgment of the Record of Retours from its com-
mencement, 1547, to the end of the Seventeenth Century, completed at the
press in two Volumes in Folio, and a Supplement from Originals in Chancery,
not recorded, together with Indexes of Names and Places to be added.—
14th Quarterly Report.

"1811, May 21. Ordered that the two Volumes be nnmedlately published,
and that theSupplementand Indexes be proceeded on with the utmostdispatch.

1811, Dec. 31. Continued progress in the preparation of the Supplement,
&ec.; reported in the 15th, 16th, and 17th Quarterly Reports.

The Commissioners have also been led to consider of the propriety of framing and
printing an Abridgment of the Register of Tailzies from its commencement in 1685,
to the present time, according to a plan proposed by the Deputy Clerk Register.

1809, January. The execution of the ‘Work begun, and progress stated in
Quarterly Reports. |

1811, April. The completion of the Abridgment stated in the 14th
Quarterly Report.

1811, Dec. 31. The printing of this Work has been delayed till it should
be carefully revised by the Deputy Clerk Register, assisted by some intelligent
Members of the Society of Writers to the Signet.

8. TRANSFERS.

S—————

These and all other Records now lodged in His Majesty’s Offices of Record in Eng-
land, exclusively regarding the internal’ Policy and Laws of Scotland, should be
transferred to the General Register House. Rep. Sel. Com. 1800.—1800, Dec. 19.

Ordered to be transferred from the Crown Office, King’s Bench, to the
General Register House, Edinburgh, 1811, Dec. 31.  This order has not yet
been obeyed.

4. PRINTING.

These, which commence in the Thirteenth Century, and are complete to the time
of the Union, appear to deserve publlcatlon Rep. Sel. Com. 18.

1800, July 22. Ordered That the Secretary do write to the Lord Clerk
Register of Scotland, to request his Lordship to cause the Parliamentary Re-
cords of Scotland to be immediately printed.

1801—1803. Progress reported.

1804, Dec. 14. Upon a representation made by the Lord President of the
Court of Session, the Lord Chief Baron, and the Lord Advocate, now Lord
Justice Clerk, of the many Imperfections in the Plan of this Work, as hitherto
conducted, the Publication of it was ordered to be laid aside.
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REPOSITORIES.

MEASURES RECOMMENDED.

Royal Charters. - '

SCOTLAND—-!commued
4. PRI NTING—-continued.

And upon the recommendation of the same persons, Thomas- Thomson, Esq. was
appointed Sub-Commissioner for Scotland,- and desired- to report a plan for the
- Scottish Statutes, &c.

1805. Various Communications from Mr. Thomson on the Progress of
his Inquiries, preparatory to a regular plan for the Publication of the Par-
liamentary Records of Scotland. '

1806. Read Communication to the Board by Mr. Thomson stating the -
nature of his plan, fora complete Compilation of all the existing Acts and
Proceedmgs of Parliament, from the earliest wra of Record to the Union
in 1707.

1806, May 7. Mr. Thomson dn'ected to come to London during the
ensuing Autumn vacation of the Court of Session, to examine and collate such
Manuscripts in the British Museum, as contain any remains of the Antient
Statutes of Scotland, and ordered to report the Progress of his Collections.

1807. Progress reported in transcribing Parliamentary Records.

1807, Dec.16th. Read Report of Proceedings of the Lord Clerk Register,
and Lord President, Lord Advocate, Lord Justice Clerk, and Lord Chief
Baron, at Edinburgh, October 20 and 23, 1807 ; stating that Mr. Thomson,
Deputy Clerk Register, having stated to this Mecting his Plan for the Pub-
lication of these Records; Resolved, on full Consideration of the Subject,
That it will be expedient that the Publication of the Records of Parliament
should commence with the Reign of James the First, and be carried on pro-
gressively without delay, and thatit should be divided into two separate series,
the Statutes and all other Proceedings held in full Parliament to form one of
these, and the Judicial Proceedings in Private Civil Causes held before
Committees of different kinds, to form a separate series ; the first of these to
be printed as the Second Volume, or the second part of a First Volume, in
order to leave room in the series of Volumes for the more antient Parliamentary
Proceedings prior to the Reign of James the First, of which the complete
Comopilation is not yet ready for Publication.

1808, Dec. 12. At a meeting of the Great Law Officers of Scotland, Pro-
gress in compiling, collatmg, and transcribing, reported by the Deputy Clerk
Register, and the delay in beginning to print, stated to have been occasioned
by the preparatory operations of the Printer.

1809, Dec. 31.  Progress reported. The printing of the Acta Dominorum
Auditorum in Parliamento, completed ;—206 pages. The contemporaneous
Acta Dominorum Concilij, forming a Supplement to the former, in Progress ;—
32 pages. The Acta Parliamentorum, Jacobi I. also in Progress at the Press.
The Transcription of the Parliamentary Records in rapid Progress.

1810, Dec. 31. Progress reported. The Acta Dominorum Concilij advanced
in printing to page 348. The Acta Parliamentorum Jacobi 1. finished at the
press. Transcription of Parliamentary Records far advanced in Progress.

1811, Dec. 31. Progress reported. Acta Dominorum Conciljj, contem-
poraneous with the Acta Dominorum Auditorum, completed at press,—375
pages: - The -Acta Parliamentorum in the Reigos of James I. II. 111 Iv. and
part of those of James V. finished at the press,—324 pages.

The earliest of these it might also be expedient to print.—Rep. Sel. Com.

1806, May 7. 'Mr. Thomson directed to report concerning such Royal
Charters of Scotland, as it will be expedient to have printed. .

1807, 1808. Progress reported in the transcription of the Twelve Rolls,
and first Book of Antient Charters, and the printing of the first Roll, and
part of the first Book,—28 pages.

1809, Dec. 31. TProgress reported. - Printing of the Twelve Rolls, and |
first Book nearly completed ,—256 pages. Plans of further Collections,
snpplementary to this Volume, reported by Mr. Thornson.

1810, June 15. Ordered, That Mr. Thomson proceed in making applica-
tions and searches for Antient Royal Charters.

1811, Dec. 31. Progress reported in the formation of these Collections.
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MEASURES POSTPONED.

ﬂ

REPOSITORIES.

MEASURES RECOMMENDED.

Common Pleas.

Exchequer of Receipt :
Pell Office.

Auditors of the
Land Revenue

Augmentation Office.

British Museum.

Tower :
Close Rolls.

Inquisitions Post Mortem.

ENGLAND.

1. CALENDARS AND INDEXES.

~ Alphabetical Indexes to the Docket Rolls are much wanted, but it would require
a great length of time, and very considerable extra assistance, to supply the defect.—
Rep. Sel. Com. 12.

1800, July 22. Ordered.--1801, March 23. Some progress made herein
for the reign of Henry the Eighth, but the Work appearing laborious and
expensive beyond its immediate utility, it has been postponed.

The Pell Office cannot be examined or arranged without much help ; postponed
for like reasons.

Much already done ; some further assistance necessary, amongst the rest a General
Index for cach Division of Inrolments.—Rep. Sel. Com. 12.

1800, July 22. Ordered, That Mr. Caley, Mr. Rlchards, and Mr. Fearn-
side, do arrange, methodize, and index the Records of this Office.

1802, March 24. Suspended owing to the death of Mr. Fearnside.

A number of Bags of Records to whlch there are no Calendars.—Rep. Sel.
Com. 12.

The making of Calendars to these Bags not thought at present necessary,
and therefore postponed. .

It would be desirable to have a separate Catalogue, digested under proper Heads,
comprising all the Public Records and Papers of State in the several Parts of this
Library.—Postponed on account of the classed Catalogues and Indexes already made
or now making, which (it is conceived) may supersede the necessity of the measure
above proposed.

II. PRINTING.

1. OF CALENDARS AND INDEXES. -
An Index to these Rolls should be printed.

1800, July 22. Ordered.—But, 1804, March 24, after much labour
bestowed, the Office Calendar was not found to be sufficiently complete or
correct for publication,

The Chronological Indexes to these Records should be printed.—Rep. Sel.
Com. 14.

1803, March 24. Ordered to be printed,

1808, March 25. Two Volumes of the Work have been printed, and the
printipg of the remainder is for the present suspended.
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Augmentation Office.

Lord Treasurer’s
Remembrancer’s Office

and
British Museum :

Nomina Villarum;

Judicial Proceedings :
Placita Forestz.

Special Judgments:
- Common Law.
&
Year Books.
Systematic and uniform

Edition of antient
Law_ Wrriters.

Rea Book, Exchequer.

Duchy Office, Lancaster.

REPOSITORIES. MEASURES RECOMMENDED. .
ENGLAND—contisued. ‘
' PRINTI NG——contmued
Rolls Chapel. The following Indexes should be printed :

. Office Index to Charter, Patent, and Confirmation Rolls, together with
the Fme Rolls.
2. Index to Private Selections fromi the Close Rolls.
3. Officer’s Private Indexes to the Liveries.
4. Office Index to the Escheats (Names of Persons), Cardinal’s Bundle
and Parliament Returns.
5. Officer’s Private Indexes (of Places) to Inquisitions Post Mortem, in
continuation to those at the Tower.—Rep. Sel. Com. 14.
J!ﬁ;;norandum.—The previous purchase of the Private Indexes remains to be
" arranged. o
The Indexes deserving publication are those to the Conventual Leases, Crown
Lenses, and Deeds of Purchase and Exchange.—Rep. Sel. Com. 14. Postponed
as not being urgent on account of its immediate utility.
The Index to the Inquisitions Post Mortem, beginning 1 Hen. V. should be
printed, in continuation of the same Indexes at the Tower and Rolls Chapel.—Rep.
Sel. Com. 14. Postponed until those at the Tower and Rolls are completed.

2. SELECTION OF RECORDS AND PAPERS.

Should be printed in its entire form with a specimen engraved from the Original.

—Rep. Sel. Com. 15.
1804, Dec. 14. Ordered to be transcribed and printed.

Memorandum.—The Transcrlpt has been made, but the printing of these and

the following Works is postponed until other Works of greater utility are
complete. ,

Of these it might be useful to print One General Catalogue.—Rep. Sel. Com. 16.

It would be desirable to print Lord Hale’s Selections from his MSS. in Lincoln’s
Inn, or the Abstract in the Chapter House, or the Book mentioned in the Return
from the Society of the Middle Temple, should be printed.—Rep. Sel. Com. 16.

The Series from Edw. 1. to Hen. VIII. should be completed by printing those which
are unpublished, and the whole reprinted, with a General Index.—Rep. Sel. Com. 16.

This might be given from more perfect MSS. than those hitherto published.—
Rep. Sel. Com. 16.

It would be proper to print the Ordinationes Scaccarij.—Rep. Sel. Com. 16.

. Justiciary Office.

SCOTLAND,

REGISTRATION OF JUSTICIARY COURT PROCEEDINGS.

A Record of the Proceedings in the Circuit Court of Justiciary should be made
in the same manner as the Books of Adjournal of the High Court of Justiciary at
Edinburgh, and deposited in the General Repository, annually, if possible, or within
such other period as the High Court of Justiciary may direct.—Rep. Sel. Com. 17.

1806, May 7. Referred to Deputy Clerk Register to report thereon.

1806, Sept. 16. Ordered, That he make a more detailed Report upon
the matters above mentioned,

1807, July 21. Read his Report on this Article, and referred the same to

- the Lord Justice Clerk, and other Lords of Justiciary, for their approbation

of the measures herein suggested ; whereupon the Board will make application
to the Lords of the Treasury, for defraying any necessary expense which
may be incidental thereto.

1808, March 25. Read Letter from the Lord Justice Clerk, (dated Feb.
32, 1808), approving of the several measures recommended in the Deputy
Clerk Register’s Reports, for the improvement and better regulation of the
Justiciary Records. :

1811, December 31. Further Proceedings have been postponed till a
permanent fund has been procured for carrying the proposed measures into
execution,
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Measures recommended, but not within the Powers of

the Commissioners.

- REPOSITORIES.

MEASURES RECOMMENDED.

Exchequer Offices ; viz.
King’s Remem. Office,
and Clerk of the Pleas.

Clerk of Dispensations
and Faculties.

The Courts of Common
Law.

The Clerks of Assize.

The Clerks of the Peace.

County Registry for
Middlesex.

Ecclesiastical Courts.

Clerks of the Peace. -

Lord Treasurer’s
Remembrancer’s Office,
Somerset Place.

Rolls Chapel and
Augmentation Office.

Registrar of Affidavits, and|

1. BUILDINGS.

Ought to be rebuilt, and secured from the hazard of fire.—Rep. Sel. Com. 10.

Should be placed in‘some building, to be constructed at the Public expense, nearer
to the other Chancery Offices.—Rep. Sel. Com. 10.

Stand in need of the same accommodation for the Judges and their Officers.—
Rep. Sel. Com. 10.

The Clerks of Assize (except for the Northern Circuit) keep all their Records in
their private Houses, in consequencé whereof, many of them have been dispersed
and lost; a public building should be provided in London, for preserving all their
Records antecedent to a certain period.—Rep. Sel. Com. 10.

Twenty out of fifty-two in England and Wales, have offices built at public ex-
pense, the rest should have the like.—Rep. Sel. Com. 12,

Should be placed in some Repository more effectually secured from fire.—Rep.
Sel. Com. 10.

The Wills and Proceedings of these Courts should every where be placed in per-
fect safety.—N. B. The Record Office in Doctors Commons, London, for the
Prerogative Court of Canterbury, is an excellent model.

o

2. CALENDARS AND INDEXES.

Calendars and Indexes which are private Property, should be purchased for the
Publick Use, and appropriated to the respective Offices to which they relate.—-Rep.
Sel. Com. 11.

They bhave in general no Calendars or Indexes to the Records belonging to their
Offices; most of them think them unnecessary, others strengly recommend the
Measure. The Select Committee think it desirable that it should be done ‘as to cer-
tain Articles ; viz. Inclosures, Roads, Bridges, Gaols, and other County Works.—
Rep. Sel. Com. 11. .

8. ESTABLISHMENT AND DUTIES OF OFFICE.

Where no person is specifically intrusted with the Custody and Arrangement of the
Records which belong to any Office of great public concern, such an Officer should
beappointed; aninstance of this defect occurs in the Lord Treasurer’s Remembrancer’s
Office, since the transfer of the Office from Westminster.— Rep. Sel. Com. 13.

Where there is an Officer who has no salary, and his whole compensation is derived
from fees, he should be remunerated in part by salary and in part by fees, to be re-
gulated on a moderate and fixed scale. There will be an additional reason for such
an arrangement, whenever the Private Indexes of these Officers are purchased by the
publick. An instance of this sort occurs in the Offices of Keeper of Recordsin the
Rolls Chapel, and in the Augmentation Office.—Rep. Sel. Com. 13.
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Appendix, (F. 1. | prend

Account of the Publication of the Calendar of the Inqu151t10ns CALENDARIUM

Inquisitionum

Post Mortem.
Post Mortem. a Hen. IIL.

g Rie. 111
THE Records preserved in the Tower of London, entitled, INQUISITIONES POST MORTEM, or, a8 ‘o ——/

they are sometimes called, ESCHEATS, commence with the early Part of the Reign of Henry the Third, and
end with the Third Year of Richard the Third. _ '

Of the Nature of these Records the following Account was given by the late Thomas Astle, Esqulre, Keeper:
of the Records in the Tower, in his Return to the Order of the Select Committee of the House of Commons,
appointed to mqulre into the State of the Public Records of the ngdom, printed in the Reports thereupon
made, p. 54. viz.

¢ These Records are preserved in Bundles, chronologically arranged ; they were taken by virtue of Writs,
“ directed to the Escheators of each County or District, to summon a Jury on Oath, who were to inquire what
¢ Lands any Person died scized of, and by what Rents or Services the same were held, and who was the next
¢ Heir, and of what Age the Heir was, that the King might be informed of his Right of Escheat or Wardship :
“ They also show whether the Tenant was attainted of Treason, or was an Alien, in either of which Cases they
“ were seized into the King’s Hands ; they likewise shew the Quantity, Quality, and Value of the Lands of which
“ each Tenant died seized, &c. and they are the best Evidences of the Descents of Families and of Property.”

The Calendar to these Records, now published in Two Volumes, is a Transcript of the official Calendars,
revised and corrected with the Originals by Mr. Robert Lemon, Chief Clerk in the Tower. The First Volume
commences with the Second Year of King Henry the Third; and the Second concludes with the End of the
Reign of Edward the Third. An Index Locorum and an Index Nominum are subjoined to each Volume.

JOHN CALEY,
Sub-Commissioner.

Appendix, (F. 2.) Appendix,

—_— (F.2.)

Account of the Publication of the Calendars of the Charter RollscALENDarium

Rotulorum
and of the Inquisitions ad quod Damnum. o
23 Edw. IV,

THE CHARTER ROLLS in the Tower of London begin in the First Year of the Reign of King John, Inquisitionum
1199, and end with the Reign of Edward the Fourth, 1483. Their Contents are thus described in the Return ad Quod
made by Thomas Astle, Esquire, Keeper of the Records in the Tower, to the Order of the Select Committee of Damnum.
the House of Commons, and printed in the Reports thereon, page 53; “ They contain Royal Grants of Pri- :;sFchl;n a
“ vileges to Cities, Towns, Bodies Corporate, and private Trading Companies belonging to those Cities and
“ Towns; Grants of Markets, Fairs, and Free Warrens ; Grants of Creation of Nobility, from the Eleventh
“ Year of the Reign of Edward the Second to the End of the Reign of Edward the Fourth; Grants of
“ Privileges to Religious Houses, &c.” '

The Calendar to the Charter Rolls is printed from Three Volumes preserved in the Record Office, apparently
written in the Time of James the First, and constitutes the First Part of this printed Volume.

The INQUISITIONES AD QUOD DAMNUM commence with the First Year of the Reign of Edward
the Second, 1307, and end with the Thirty-eighth Year of Henry the Sixth. These Records are in the above
Return described thus; « They were taken by virtue of Writs directed to the Escheator of each County ; ; when
“ any Grant of a Market, Fair, or other annlege or Licence of Alienation of Lands, was solicited, to inquire

“byal ury whether such Grant or Alienation was prejudicial to the King or to others, in case the same should
“ be made.”

The Calendar to the Inquisitions ad quod Damnum, is printed from one lately made by Mr. Robert Lemon,
* Chief Clerk in the Office, under the Direction of Thomas Astle, Esquire, and constitutes the Second Part of this
printed Volume. Two Sets of Indexes, Locorum et Nominum, as applicable to the separate Parts of the
Volume, are subjoined to the Whole.
JOHN CALEY,
. Sub-Commissioner.
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Appendix, (F. 3.)

Account of the Publication of the Calendar of the Patent Rolls.

Appendix, THE PATENT ROLLS in the Tower of London commence in the Third year of the Reign of King John,
(F.3) and end in the Twenty-third Year of thatof Edward the Fourth. They are described by Thomas Astle, Esquire,
cALENDARIUM Keeper of the Records there, in his Return, printed in the Reports from the Select Committee appointed to
:f::e‘:‘t’l’:: inquire into the State of the Public Records of the Kingdom, &c. page 53, thus; “ They contain Grants of

g Johann.. “ Offices and Lands—Restitutions of Temporalties to Bishops, Abbots, and other Ecclesiastical Persons—

23 Edw. 1V. % Confirmations of Grants made to Bodies Corporate as well Ecclesiastical as Civil—Grants in Fee Farm—
——~—— < Special Liveries—Grants of Offices special and general—Patents of Creations of Peers, and Licences of all
“ kinds which pass the Great Seal; and on the backs of these Rolls are Commissions to Justices of the Peace,

“ of Sewers, and all Commissions (indeed) which pass the Great Seal.”

The Calendar to these Rolls now published, is printed from' Four Manuscript Volumes, procured in the Year
1775, by Mr. Astle, for Public Use, from the Executors of Henry Rooke, Esquire, collated with Two Ma-
nuscripts in the Cottonian Library in the British Museum, marked Titus C. 11. & 111.

Many Omissions and Deficiencies in the Tower Copy have been supplied by that in the Museum, which
seems to have been compiled in the Reign of James the First, from the Records themselves, by some experienced
Clerk, who has selected from them what appeared to him most useful and interesting.

It may be proper to observe, that as this Calendar, though entitled to great merit, is only a Selection, various
Entries appear on the Patent Rolls which are not here described ; and therefore, though this Work will be found
to yield much important Information, no one is to be deterred from an Examination of any Record referred to
elsewhere, as being on the Patent Roll, because it is not to be discovered here. An Index Rerum, an Index
Locorum, and an Index Nominum are subjoined.

JOHN CALEY,
. Sub-Commissioner.

Appendix, (F. 4.)

Account of the Publication of the Abstract of the Exchequer Rolls
called Originalia.

Appendix, THE general Nature of the Records of the Court of Exchequer, calleld ORIGINALIA, in the Lord

(F. 4) Treasurer’s Remembrancer’s Office, was thus stated by the Right Honourable Sir Richard Heron, Baronet, in his

ROTULORUM Return, printed in the Reports from the Select Committee appointed .to inquire into the State of the Public

Originaliom Records of the Kingdom, &c. page 155; “ The Originalia are the Estreats transmitted from the Court of

Abbreviatio. Chancery into this Office, of all Grants of the Crown inrolled on the Patent and other Rolls, whereon any

:f E:; m “ Rent is reserved, any Salary payable, or any Service to be performed, which Estreats commence about the
“ beginning of the Reign of Henry the Third, and are continued to a late period.”

The Abstract, now published, in Two Volumes, commences with the Roll of the Twentieth Year of King
" Henry the Third, no earlier Record of this Nature being discoverable, and concludes with the End of the Reign
of Edward the Third. It has been compiled from a careful Examination of the Office Repertories with the
Records themselves; the former, though of considerable Use, having been found not deserving of implicit
Heliance. An Index Rerum, an Index Locorum, and an Index Nominum are subjoined to each Volume.

JOHN CALEY,
Sub-Commissioner.
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Appendix, (F.5.)

Account of the Formation, Contents, and Catalogues of the
Collection of Cottonian MSS.

THE high Estimation in which the Cottonian Library has ever been held by all Persons competent to appre- Appendix,
ciate its Value, is amply evinced, not only by the multitude of Testimonies of learned Men, who have had (F. 5.
Opportunities to notice its intrinsic Value, and real Importance; but more so by the great Solicitude that COTTONIAN
has at all Times been shewn by the Legislature for its safe Custody and Preservation, as well whilst it continued MSS.
in the Possession of the illustrious Family from whom it had its origin, as since it became the Property of the __ )
Public.

- Sir Rosert CoTTON, 2 Descenda,nt from a very antient Family, which in the Reign of Edward 111. flourished
in the County of Chester,was born at Denton, near Conington in Huntingdonshire, on the 22d of January 1570.

He was entered at Trinity College, Cambridge, where in 1585 he took the Degree of Batchelor of Arts, and
where he early imbibed a Taste for, and laid the Foundation of his pre-eminent Learning in the History and
Antiquities of his Country. This bias, on his leaving College, was greatly increased and confirmed by the free
Intercourse he immediately commenced with the celebrated Antiquaries, Joscelin, Lambard, Camden, Noel, and
several others, who about that Time (though as yet unsuccessfully) attempted to establish a Society for the Inves-
tigation of British Antiquities. Animated by the Example of these assiduous Collectors, he neglected no Oppor-
tunity (of which Abundance offered at that Time) to acquire a Number of Chronicles, Chartularies, and other
Original Muniments, which at the late Dissolution of the Monasteries had found their way into the hands of
Private Persons, who in general were by no means aware of their real Importance. In these Endeavours, he
was surpassed by none, nor was he in fact equalled by any of his emulous Contemporaries, most of whom
ultimately co-operated to increase the Stock he was accumulating for the Benefit of his Country.

In 1599, he accompanied his Friend William Camden in a Journey to the North of England, where they
jointly explored the whole Extent of the Picts Wall, and brought away several Inscriptions and Monuments,
which, after having been some time deposited at Sir Robert’s Seat at Conington, were presented to Trinity College,
Cambridge, where they are still carefully preserved.

At the Accession of K. James I. in 1603, he was knighted. In the Year 1608, he was appointed one of the
Commissioners for inquiring into the State of the Navy. And in 1611, having been the principal Promoter of
the Plan for the Establishment of the Order of Baronets, he was himself raised to that Rank, being created the
Thirty-sixth in Succession at the first Nomination.

After ha‘ving been, during upwards of Thirty Years, a distinguished Ornament to his Country, and the principal
Oracle to which Men in the highest Stations recurred for accurate Information and Advice in all Matters relating
to the History, the Rights, and the Constitution of the Kingdom, during which Period he produced upwards of
Thirty Tracts or Dissertations, chiefly on Political and Constitutional Subjects, most of them written atthe
Desire of Men in Power, if not at the express Command of his Sovereign; it is no doubt greatly to be
lamented that a Life so meritorious should, towards its Close, have been embittered by base Calumny and
the arbitrary Proceedings of those from whom he had an undoubted Right to expect distinguished Favour and
Protection.

By Order of The Privy Council, once in the Reign of James I. 1615, and again in the Reign of Charles I.
1629, his Library was locked up, as not of a Nature to be exposed to Public Inspection, and he was himself
excluded from the Use of it.

Shortly before his Death, he caused to be signified to the Privy Council, “ that their so long detaining his
“ Books from him, without rendering any Reason for the same, had been the Cause of his mortal Malady.”
He died on the 6th of May 1631, aged Sixty Years Three Months and Fifteen Days, and was buried on
the South Side of the Church of Conington, where a suitable Monument was erected to his ever-revered
Memory.

That his Library continued in Sequestration some Time after his Death, appears manifest from the Petition of
Sir Thomas Cotton, his only Son and Heir, wherein he states that his Study had been a long Time locked up, and
himself
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himself debarred from the Use of it ; and that it appeared from a Schedule of the Contents of the said Library
prepared for the Purpose, that there were no Books or Papers therein but such as were the undoubted Property
of the Petitioner: he therefore humbly prayed. that he might henceforth have the free Use of his Study, it being
the best Room in his House.

Although no Record appears to be extant that the Prayer of this Petition was complied with, yet there
is every Reason to believe that it was soon after granted ; and that Sir Thomas, to whom the Property had
devolved, continued to the Day of his Death, whnch happened in the Year 1662, in quiet Possesswn of his

Library.

We are informed by Stukeley, that Bromsall, Esquire, of Blunham in Bedfordshire, High Sheriff
for the County of Bedford in the Year 1650, was greatly instrumental in preserving this inestimable Treasure
during the Convulsions of the Civil Wars, in which all Documents of a constitutional and legal Nature were
mdustnously sought after, in order to be destroyed.

Sir Thomas Cotton ‘was succeeded by Sir John, his eldest Son; and he too appears to have been never molested
in the free Enjoyment of his Library. During the latter Part of his Life he readily permitted Doctor Thomas
Smith to compile the Catalogue of the Collection, which was printed at Oxford in the Year 1696.

” “The next, and respecting the Public, the most important Transaction concerning this Library, is recorded in
the Statute made in the Year 1700, intituled, ¢ An Act for the better settling and preserving the Library kept in
“ the House at Westminster called Cotton House, in the Name and Family of the Cottons for the Benefit of the
« Public.” This Act, after doing ample Justice to Sir Robert Cotton, for forming a most valuable Collection of
Manuscripts, Papers, Records, &c. of great Use and Service for the Knowledge and Preservation of our Con-
“ stitution in Church and State, and generally esteemed the best of its Kind now any where extant;” and re-
citing that the same had been carefully preserved, and much augmented and enlarged by Sir Thomas the Son,

and Sir John the Grandson of the said Sir Robert Cotton, deeiares, ¢ that the said Sir John Cotton, in pur-

“ suance of the Desire and Intentions of his Father and Grandfather, is content and willing that his Mansion
“ House and Library should continue in his Family and Name, and that it be kept and preserved by the Name
« of the Cottonian Library, for public Use and Advantage.”

After this Preamble, so honourable to the Collectors, and so decisive in favour of the Utility and Importance

of the Collection, the Statute enacts, that after Sir John Cotton’s Death, the said Library, together with his

Mansion House and its Appurtenances, be vested in Trustees ; the House, for the Use of the Descendents of
Sir Robert Cotton, the Founder, for ever ; and the Library to be carefully preserved for the public Use, without
suffering any Alienation or Embezzlement upon any account whatever.

The first concern of the Trustees appointed by this Act was to cause the Library to be carefully inspected, in
order to ascertain and identify its Contents, that they might render the Keeper whom they were to appoint ta
the Care of it, responsible for the Security of the same. For this Purpose they named Matthew Hutton, John
Anstis, and Humphrey Wanley, Three of the most eminent Antiquaries of those Days, to examine carefully
into the State of it, and report to them concerning its Extent and State of Preservation. This Report, dated
June 22d, 1703, is extant in Manuscript in the British Museum, from which it appears that they compared all
the Volumes in the Library with the Entries in Dr. Smith’s Catalogue, and ascertained the Number of Pages in
each Volume; but that being limited for Time, they did not make any material Corrections in the said
Catalogue, which they acknowledged to be in several Places materially defective. They likewise represented
many of the Volumes to be in a State of Decay, and the Place where the Library was kept not altogether

calculated for its Preservation.

The Solicitude of the Legislature to have this important Collection effectually secured for the Use of
the Public, induced them soon after to frame a new Statute, entitled, ‘ An Act for the better securing Her
“ Majesty’s Purchase of Cotton House in Westminster;” in which, after reciting that the Library, in its present
Situation, was by no Means in the State of Security, nor of the Degree of Ultility, it was intended to be ; it
was provided, that “to the Intent so great a Treasure of Books and Manuscripts, so generously given for
“ the Public Service, might not remain any longer useless; and that it might be in Her Majesty’s Power
“ to make this most valuable Collection useful to her own Subjects, and to all learned Strangers;” an Agree-
ment had been made with Sir John Cotton, Grandson to the Donor, for the Purchase of the Inheritance of
the House where the Library was deposited, for the Sum of £. 4,500, which Purchase could not have been
made without an Act of Parliament, the preceding Act concerning this Library having directed that the House
should not be sold or alienated : and that the said House be henceforth vested in the Queen, her Heirs and

Successors for ever.

Whether
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Whether it was for the purpose of erecting a new Building for the Reception of the Library on the Site of Afge n:;"
the said House, which indeed was directed by the last-mentioned Act, or for what other Reason, does not at e
COTTONIAN

* present appear ; but we are informed in a subsequent Report of a Committee of the House of Commons, that )
the Library was in the Year 1712 removed to Essex House in Essex-street, Strand, where it continued to the Mss.
- Year 1730, when it was conveyed back to Westminster, and deposited in a House in Little Dean’s Yard,
purchased by the Crown of the Lord Ashburnham.

Here, shortly after, viz. on the 23d of October, 1731, in the Moming, a Fire broke out, which destroyed
several, and damaged many of the Manuscripts, and was .near proving fatal to the whole Library: what
remained was removed, by Permission of the Dean and Chapter, into a new Building designed for the
Dormitory of Westminster School ; and the Trustees (particularly Mr. Speaker Onslow, who, instantly upon
hearing of the Fire, hastened to the Spot, and personally assisted in rescuing all that could be saved from the
Flames) immediately took the most effectual Steps in their Power for retrieving as much of the Damage as

could be repaired. They took the Opinion of several of the most experienced Officers entrusted with Public
Records, concerning the best Expedients in this Emergency, and proceeded in the Manner suggested by them
in redressing the Injury. Nor was the House of Commons inattentive to this Misfortune, since we find a Report,
of a Committee appointed by them to view the Cottonian Library, and other Public Records of the Kingdom,
dated May g, 1732; in which an ample Account is given of the Accident itself, and of the Measures that were
adopted in consequence of the Damage it occasioned. To this Report is likewise added an Appendix, showing
at large what Manuscripts had been wholly destroyed or materially injured, that Persons who may be possessed
of Copies of them, might have an Opportunity of contributing to the Reparation of the Loss, by commumcatmg
those Transcripts. o

When at length, in the Year 1753, the Legislature was induced by the Will of Sir Hans Sloane, Baronet, to
purchase his extensive Collection.of Natural and Artificial Curiosities, and to establish a National Repository,
under the Name of the British Museum, it did not escape them, how valuable and important an Addition the
Cottonian Library would be to an Establishment of such great public Utility. The Act therefore made in that
Year, after reciting the weighty Motives that prompted them thereto, directed that the said Library be
deposited in the above-mentioned Museum; and that Two Trustees, to be nominated in Succession by the
Representatives of the Cotton Family, be for ever added to those appointed by this Act, for the Execution of the
Purposes thereof.

It remains now to lay before the Public what Steps the Curators of the British Museum have taken in order to
fulfil the Intentions of the Founder, the Donor, and the Legislature, respecting this important Part of their Trust.
—After causing the Library to be carefully deposited in a.safe and conspicuous Part of the Department of
~ Manuscripts, they being aware that much remained yet to be done, in order to render it as useful as the Nature
of its Contents would admit of, were pleased in the Year 1793, to direct the Keeper of that Department (an
Office then held by me) to take every Step that might be deemed advisable to restore such of the damaged
Volumes as were thought yet capable of some further Repairs; and the Imperfection of Smith’s Repertory
having been repeatedly complained of, to prepare a new and more accurate Catalogue without Delay. The
following Account of the Manner in which I endeavoured to acquit myself of this Task, will at the same Time
- convey the best Idea I can give of the present State of the Library. B

This Library, which originally consisted of 958 Volumes, was by the above-mentioned Fire in the Year 1731,
reduced to 861 Volumes, of which, when brought to the Museum, 105 were damaged Bundles preserved in
Cases. Many of the Volumes in Bindings were not paged at all ; and few indeed were paged with Accuracy.
In several of them there were evident Marks that Leaves had been purloined ; and some had been bound up
with much Irregularity and Disorder. Concerning the Bundles in Cases, the Committee of the House of
Commons, who, in the Year 1732, examined into the Damage occasioned by the Fire, reported that several
of them might, in careful Hands, be so far restored as to be rendered useful. But this was afterwards rendered
a Task of much greater Difficulty ; the Persons by whom they had been occasionally handled, having thrown
them into great, and in many Instances irretrievable Confusion.

With respect to Dr. Smith’s Catalogue, the Number of Articles entered in it, does not much exceed 6,200,
which it will be seen hereafter is not a Fourth Part of the Contents of these 861 Volumes. The chief Omissions
are in the State Papers and Collections of small detached Tracts, of which there are no less than 170 Volumes.
Most of these are entered only as single Articles, whereas upon an Average each of them contains at least 100
distinct Pieces. About 80 of these Volumes, as Sir William Dugdale informs us in his Life, were by him found
in loose Bund]es, and caused to be bound up, but unfortunately w1t.hout any Order as to Persons, Tlmes or
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My first Care, on entering upon my Task, was to cause all the Volumes to be regularly paged, or at least the
old paging to be accurately ascertained, without however obliterating the old Numbers, since that would have
proved fatal to the many References that have been made to these Manuscripts. I then proceeded to examine
the Bundles in Cases, and found Means, after many repeated and not a few unsuccessful Attempts, to arrange
several Volumes and Parts of Volumes of State Papers. Some of the shrivelled Manuscripts on Vellum I
likewise found capable of being restored, though not without great Care and Dexterity on the part of the
Bookbinder. With his Assistance I have succeeded in restoring Fifty-one of the above one hundred and
eighty-five damaged Manuscripts, which are now bound in forty-four Volumes ; and though several of these -
be still defective, especially where Parts have been consumed or defaced by Fire ; yet upon the whole it will be
found that much useful and authentic Information is still preserved in them. The remaining sixty-one Bundles
have appeared to me irretrievable ; and indeed most of them seem to be obscure Tracts, and Fragments of little
or no Importance "They are now contained in sixty-two Cases.

This done, I applied myself to the Compilation of the Catalogue. And here each separate Article hds been
entered in its successive’ Order, under as short and yet comprehensive a Title as could be devised, which,
especially in the Multitude of Letters and Tracts in a great Variety of antiquated Languages and Hand-writings,
and without either Argument or Rubrics, was attended with no small Degree of Difficulty and Labour.
Particular Pains have been taken to discover the true Authors of anonymous and pseudonymous Works; in
many Instances, especially in anonymous Poems, the first Lines have been trauscribed in the Catalogue, in order
to identify the Piece. Notice has been taken of those Works that have been published, and References have
been made to the Titles of the Publications, or to the Collections in which they have been edited. ~All possible
Endeavours have been used to ascertain the Dates of the Letters and State Papers where (as has but too often
been the Case in the last and the preceding Century) the Writers have omitted them ; and even Approximations,
with Marks of Interrogation, have been inserted where the exact Dates could not be obtained. The Folio of
each Article has been entered ; and the Number of Folios in each Volume has been noted, both in the Catalogue
and at the end of the Volume, in hopes thereby to prevent all future Mutilation, or at least to lay it open to
Detection. The Form of each Volume, the Material on which it is written, and its Age, if prior to the

Fifteenth Century, when it could be ascertained with any Degree of Probability, have likewise been described
in the Catalogue.

This Catalogue, thus drawn up with all the Industry and Circumspection of which I was capable, will be
found to contain about 26,000 Articles. That in the Variety and Perplexity of Research implied in so intricate
2 Maze of latent Facts, no Errors should have escaped my best Endeavours, will hardly be expected, especially
by those who are apprized that in the Opinion of the best Bibliographers, no Work of this Nature, certainly
none executed by one single Person, and one moreover incessantly distracted by a Variety of other Avocations,

has ever been produced free from Imperfections. But it is hoped that these Imperfections, however numerocus,
will not materially affect the Utility of the Performance.

This Catalogue remained in Manuscript in the Library till last Year, when a COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF
CoMMONS FOR ENQUIRING INTO THE STATE OF THE RECORDS oF THE KiNGDOM, having ordered a Report
concerning the Contents of the British Museum, respecting the Objects of their Researches, were necessarily
informed of its Existence; and having been apprized by competent Judges that its Publication might prove an
Object of much Utility, recommended the Printing of it to be proceeded upon without Delay.

B;msh Museum, ' J. PLANTA.
Dec. 23, 1801, .
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Account of the Formation, Contenta, and Catalogues of the
Collection of Harleian MSS.

I.

THE great Repute in which the Harleian Collection of Manuscripts hath for several Years past been con-
fessedly held, not only in England but throughout Europe, the many useful Materials already drawn from its
Stores, as well by Foreigners as our own Countrymen, and the Rank it justly claims amongst the most celebrated
Libraries at present subsisting, induced the learned World to express an Impatience for a more intimate Know-
ledge of its Contents. In order therefore to give the requisite Satisfaction, and that every Student may, with as
little Inconvenience to himself as possible, be informed what Helps this Treasury of Erudition will furnish him
with in promoting his Researches, the Catalogue, together with a copious Index, is now submitted to the Public.

This Collection of Manuscnpts was begun, towards the latter End of the last Century, by RoBERT HARLEY,
of Brampton Bryan, in the County of Hereford, Esq. who, on the 11th of February 1700-1, was chosen Speaker
of the House of Commons; on the 24th of May 1711, created Earl of Oxford and Mortimer ; and five Days
afterwards, promoted to the important Station of Lord High Treasurer of Great Britain. An innate Love of
Science, the exemplary Attachment of several of his Ancestors to Literature, and a strong Propertsity to search
into the Transactions of former Ages, had determined him, in the early Part of his Life, to purchase whatever
curious Manuscripts he could meet with, more especially such as in anywise tend to explain and illustrate the
History, Laws, Customs, and Anthultles of his native Country.

We have no Account transmitted to us of any considerable Number of valuable Books being, at any one
Time, preceding the Reformation, introduced into England ; except the Collections made by Order of Humphry
Duke of Gloucester, for his Library at Oxford, and the curious Greek Books brought hither by the Prelates, and

other Digpitaries of that Church, after the taking of Constantinople; which Archbishop Warham soon after
purchased and presented to New College.

King Heary VIII. soon after the general Dissolution of Religious Houses, founded the Royal Library for the
Use of the Princes of the Blood, placing therein many choice MSS. collected by John Leland and others out of
the Spoils of the Monasteries. This Library was afterwards considerably augmented by his Successors, and is
now preserved in the British Museum, by Order of His late Majesty King George II.

Towards the End of Queen Elizabeth’s Reign, Sir Thomas Bodley turned his Thoughts to the reinstating the
Public Library at Oxford, then in a ruinous Condition, and to the adorning it not only with Printed Books, but
with whatever Manuscripts could at that Time be procured. To this end he quitted the Court, and dedicated
the Remainder of his Life to the searching after and purchasing Books and Manuscripts at home, whilst his
Agents abroad ransacked almost every Part of Europe for the like hterary Supplies. By these Means he had
the Satisfaction of furnishing that Library with One thousand two hundred and ninety-four rare MSS., which by
the subsequent Liberality of William Earl of Pembroke, Sir Kenelm Digby, Archbishop Laud, Mr Selden,
Sir Thomas Roe, Lord Fairfax, Bishop Barlow, Franciscus Junius, Dr. Huntingdon, Sir Henry Savill, Dr,

Pocock, Mr. Dodsworth, and others, were encreased to Six thousand eight hundred and eighteen Volumes, '

exclusive of eighteen hundred and ninety-eight deposited in the Ashmolean Museum.

Bodley’s great Cotemporary, Sir Robert Cotton, had been equally diligent in collecting antient MSS. The
Study of Antiquities, particularly those of this Kingdom, had engaged his Attention, though he always showed
a high Regard for every Part of philological Learning, in all which he was extremely conversant. He had ob-
served with Regret, that the History, Laws, and Constitution of Britain, were in general very insufficiently
understood ; and being fully convinced, that the Preservation of such Monuments of Antiquity, and other
Documents, as were conducive to render the Knowledge of them, and their Deductions from their primary State,
more accurate and universal, would necessarily redound to the Advantage of the Public, he had, in an expensive
and mdefatlgable La.bo urof upwards of Forty Years, accumulated those numerous and inestimable Treasures
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But happily, these Patrons of Literature lived in an Age peculiarly favourable to the Completion of their
respective Purposes, and more especially to those of the latter. The late general Dissolution of Religious Houses
had dispersed an infinite Number of curious Manuscripts ; many of these were secured by the Nobility and
Gentry : but no inconsiderable Number falling into the Hands of Peasants, Mechanics, and other Persons
ignorant of their Importance, and totally inattentive to their Preservation, were easily to be purchased. - From
this Source Sir Robert Cotton had supplied his Library with a Multitude of rare Manuscripts, and to them
Mr. Camden,-Mr. Lambert, Dr. Dee, and Sir Christopher Hatton, had kindly contributed their Stores.

Matthew Parker, Archbishop .of Canterbury, had before taken the same Opportunity of repositing a good
Number of excellent Manuscripts, both in the Public Library, and in that of Corpus Christi College in Cam-
bridge ; and many considerable Augmentations of the like Kind had been made to the Libraries of the several
Colleges in the two Universities, as also to those of our Cathedral Churches, the Palace at Lambeth, and the

College of Arms.

Thomas Earl of Arundel had made large Collections of Manuscripts, which afterwards were presented to the
Royal Society by his Grandson, Henry Duke of Norfolk.

The Inns of Court had procured, for their respective Libraries, divers excellent antient Manuscripts, relatmg
to the municipal Laws of this and the neighbouring Kingdoms ; and Mr. Vaughan of Hengwrt had hoarded up,
and perpetuated to his Family, most of the valuable Manuscripts relating to the Principality of Wales, and the

History of the Antient Britons.

The Possessors of Lands heretofore belonging to Abbies, Priories, &c. being apprized that the antient Char-
tularies, Registers, Ledger Books, and other Muniments of those Religious Houses, might be of infinite Use in
discovering and evincing the various Rights, Privileges, and Immunities annexed to those Estates, had been
industrious in collecting them, in order to their being religious]y preserved amongst their other Family Evi-
dences; and as a Taste for Letters increased, many curious Persons were vymg with each other in the Curl,-

osities and other literary Furniture of their respective Libraries.

A similar Passion for collecting Manuscripts, and forming as well Private as Public Libraries, had long dis-
played itself in many other Parts of Europe. Pope Sixtus V. on his re-building the Vatican Library, in the
Year 1588, had used his utmost Efforts to improve it, by the Addition of the most valuable Manuscripts. His
Influence had procured it large Supplies, and most of the succeeding Pontiffs, particularly Pope Clement XI.
having in that Respect followed his Example, their Agents and Dependents had, from Time to Time, mterested
themselves, and that with great Success, for its further Augmentation.

Large Collections of Manuscripts had been placed in the Archives of the Church of St. Peter, and in the
following Libraries ; viz. of the Fathers of St. Basil, the Dominicans of Sancta Maria Sopra Minerva, and the
Palaces of Ottoboni, Chigi, Barbarini and Altieri, at Rome ; the Convents of St. Severini, Monte Cassini,
Monte Oliveto, and St. John de Carbonara, ‘at Naples; the Royal Palace, and the University of Turin ; the
Ducal Palace at Modena ; the Ambrosian College at Milan; the Laurentian (Medicean); Benedictine, and
Dominican Convents at Florence; the Ducal Palace at Parma; St Mark at Venice ; the Canons Regular at

Bologna ; and in other Libraries in Italy.

Most of the Manuscript Collections made by the German Literati had been swallowed up by the Imperial
Library at Vienna, which, after all the Monasteriesin Austria, by the special Order of the Emperor Maximilian I.
had been, as it were, pillaged of their Manuscripts, for its Enrichment, was further increased by the Acquisition
of a great Part of the once celebrated Buda Library. :

Plentiful Supplies of the like Kind had been thrown into the Clementine College at Prague, the Ducal Li-
brary at Gotha, the Magistrates’ lerary at Leipsic, and the Libraries of the Universities of Jena, Leipsic, and

Leyden.

-The Heidelberg Library, very famous on account of the many fine Manuscripts wherewith it was replete,
had been further greatly enriched a little before the Dlsturbance in Germany occasioned its being removed into
the Vatican.

~ 'No small Number of Manauscripts had been purchased for the Increase of the Royal Library at Dresden.
Queen Christina had not only possessed herself of the rich'Manuseript Library of Petavius, and many choice
Manuscripts taken by her Father, the great Gustavus Adolphus, from the Library of the Royal Palace at
Prague, and many Towns in Germany ; but had even drained Sweden, and the North, of those numerous
Manuscripts that she carried with her to Rome, and which, after her death, were divided between the Vatican
and Ottoboni Libraries. . ,
The
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- 'The French King’s Library, from its first Institution by Francis I. had been continually and wonderfully in-
creasing, and afterwards received an Auginentation of no less that Ten thousand Manuscripts, by the Procure-
ment of Cardinal de Fleury, who incessantly exerted his utmost Endeavours for its further Supply.

The Religious Houses in Europe had always shown a particular Zeal for the Possession of Manuscripts, and
continued indefatigable in soliciting and encouraging their Patrons and Benefactors to search out the like valuable
Treasures, and present them to their Libraries.

Such rare Books as were found in the several famous Seminaries of Literature in Africa, and brought into
Spain, had, together with a great Number of Eastern Manuscripts, been collected, and lodged in the Escurial.
Constantinople and Greece had been nearly exhausted of their’ Manuscripts by the European Travellers in those

parts; particularly by John Lascaris, for the Laurentian Medicean at Florence ; by Cardinal Bessarion, for those

numerous Manuscripts which he left by his Will to the Public Library at Venice; by Leo Allatius, for the
Barbarini Library; and by the Abbé St. Sevin and others, for the Royal Library at Paris.

After so many Manuscripts had been thus secured in public Libraries, and such a variety of Industry used for
the Supply of those sacred Magazines of Learning, the Prospect of furnishing a new Library with any con-
siderable Number of choice Manuscripts, was very unpromising. But whatever Discouragements it might suggest
to Mr. Harley, they were far from checking his Attempts. He resolved to persevere, and steadily pursue his
Plan. He soon had the Satisfaction of finding his Endeavours attended with remarkable Success; for, although
the first considerable Collection which he purchased was in August 1705, we are assured by Bishop Nicolson
(who ‘well knew) that in less than Ten Years he had got together near 2,500 curious and rare Manuscripts, in
different Branches of Literature ; amongst which were those of Sir Simon D’Ewes, the Suffolk Antiquary; Mr.
John Stow, Author of the Survey of London ; Mr. Charles, Lancaster Herald ; and John Fox, the Martyrologist.

These unexpected and pleasing Acquisitions would alone have sufficiently encouraged a Person less devoted
to the Love of Antiquity than Mr. Harley to continue the Pursuit with Vigour ; but he met with still further and
irresistible Inducements. Dr. George Hicks, the great Restorer of Northern Learning, Mr. Anstis, Garter King
at Arms, Bishop Nicolson, Col. Worsley, Sir Gilbert Dolben, Mr. Prior, Dr. Stratford, Canon of Christ Church,
Sir Thomas Hoby, Peter Le Neve, Esquire, and other eminent Antiquaries, not only offered him their Assistance
in procuring Manuscripts, but presented him with several which were extremely valuable. Thus excited, he
determined to lose no time in bringing to Maturity a Design which he had so successfully begun; and therefore
whilst engaged in the Service of the State, he was constantly attentive to the enlarging bis Collection ; and after
his Retirement from public Business, spent the remainder of his Days in an unwearied Application to the gaining
further Accessions to his Library, not sparing any Costs necessdry for that Purpose. He likewise kept many.
Persons employed in purchasing Manuscripts for him abroad, giving them such written Instructions for their
Conduct in that Respect, as sufficiently manifest the exact Knowledge he had acquired as well of every curious
Manuscript, as of the Person, Circumstances, and Residence of-its Possessor. By these Means the Manuscript
Library was, in the Year 1721, increased to near Six thousand Books, Fourteen thousand Original Charters,
and Five hundred Rolls.

This great Encourager of Literature died on the 21st of May 1724.

His Son Edward, Lord Harley, the Inheritor of his Honours and Fortune, with equal Firmness and Perse:
verance pursued the Plan ; and with incessant Assiduity, and at an immense Expense, enlarged the Collection, so
that at his Decease, which happened on Tuesday the Sixteenth of June 1741, the Manuscript Library consisted

of near Eight thousand Volumes. But many of them being composed of several distinct and independent

Treatises, the Number of Books, separately considered, may be reckoned to amount to upwards of Ten thousand ;
exclusive of several curious loose Papers, which have been since sorted and bound up in Volumes; and above
Forty thousand Original Rolls, Charters with their Confirmations, Letters Patent, Signs Manual, Privy Seals,
Grants, Feofments, Final Concords, Exchanges, Warrants, and other Deeds and Instruments of great Antiquity;
for the most part relating to Great Britain and Ireland.

That the principal Point, which the Noble Founders of this Treasury of Learning had in View, was the Esta-

blishment of a Manuscript English Historical Library, and the rescuing from Oblivion and Destruction, such
valuable Records of our National Antiquities as had escaped the Diligence of former Collectors, is indubitable,
although it is evident that their Views were more extensive ; this Library containing also large Collections in
various Branches of Science and Literature ; Bibles, and Biblical Books; Cabbalas, Talmuds, and Targums ;
Writings of the Fathers of the Church ; Liturgies, Missals, and Breviaries ; Fvangelistaria, Lectionaries, and other
Books of Religion and Devotion ; besides many antient Copies of Greek and Latin Classics and Historians;

Lexicons, Dictionaries, and Glossaries in most Languages ; Histories, and Chronicles of many Eul opean Nauons ;
Xl Avamroe and Travelea: Warka nnaon Civil Arnhitantiira Qhin hnildias and Militame Afaivc o vinae Ao
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Cosmography, Geography, Natural History, and Agriculture; and a vast variety of Chemical, Chirurgical, and
Medical Tracts ; Works of Poetry, Musical Compositions, Illummauons, and Paintings, &c. &c..

The Materials which constitute the chief Value of this Collection, as forming a Manuscript Historical Library
for England, Wales, Scotland, and Ireland, may be divided into Topographical Description; Civil and Ecele-
siastical History and Antiquities ; the Registers, Chartularies, and other Evidences of the Estates of antient
Nobility ; and Books of Heraldry, Ceremonials, and Solemnities :

. First, For the Topographical Part; Histories and Surveys of several Counties, and the Customs of their In-
habitants; Memorials of the Founding and Incorporation of Cities, Towns, Boroughs, and Villages, with the
most remarkable Events that have happened to each ; their Antiquities and other Curiosities. Accounts of the
Erections of Temples, Castles, and other Buildings; and of the Remains (if any) of such as have been destroyed.

The Establishment and Endowment of Parishes, Foundations of Religious Houses, Books of antient Tenures

Inquisitions post Mortem, Escheats, Customaries, Terriers of Manors, Perambulations of Forests, Accounts of
antient Coin, Monumental Inscriptions, Forts, Camps, Roads, Military Ways, and other Antiquities, which have
been casually discovered in particular Places. Notes concerning the most remarkable Rivers, Mountains, Mines,
Minerals, and other Curiosities. A variety of Tracts, and Memoranda relating to particular Parts of England, as
well in its pristine State, when separated into petty Kingdoms, Provinces, and Principalities, during the Times of
the Britons, Romans, and Saxons, as subsequently, when under the Dominion of One Monarch ; divided into
Counties, Ridings, Rapes, Wapentakes, &c. As also the laborious Collections made by Sir Simond D’Ewes,
John Fox the Martyrologist, Mr. Erdeswick, honest John Stow, Mr. Charles, Lancaster Herald, and others.

" Secondly, For the Civil and Ecclesiastical History ; valuable Copies of our antient Historians and Chroniclers,
as Gildas, Nennius, Asserius Menevensis, /Elfred of Beverly, Abbot Benedict, Castoreus or John Beaver,
J. Brompton, Raulf Boun, Douglass Monk of Glastonbury, Edmerus, Florence of Worcester, Robert of Glou-
cester, William Giseburn, R. Hoveden, Henry Huntingdon, Peter de Ickham, John Joselyne, R. Higden, Peter
Langtoft, J. Lewis, Adam Murimuth, Geoffery of Monmouth, Robertus Montensis, John Pyke. Sir Walter Raleigh,

Robert de Reading, Thomas Rudburne, Simeon of Durham, Richard Sporte, Nicholas Trivett, John Wallingford,

Thomas Walsingham, Walter of Coventry, Gotselinus de Sancto Bertino, and sundry anonymous Authors of good
Value. A finely illuminated Copy of John Harding’s Chronicle, much more perfect than the Edition published by
Grafton, and containing the Letter of Defiance sent to King Henrythe Fourth by the old Earl of Northumberland,
Henry Hotspur, his Son, and the Earl of Worcester, his Brother, before the Battle of Shrewsbury ; some Dis-
courses of the same old Earl, touching John of Gaunt; a Map of Scotland, from Carlisle to the Water of Tay;
and another from thence to Sutherland and Caithness ; with sundry other Matters omitted likewise by Grafton,
A Transcript of John ‘de Trevisa’s Translation of Higden’s Polychronicon, differing from the Account given of
that Work by Bale and Pitts; together with several other Translations and Compositions of Trevisa, not to be
met with in any other Book. No less than Four antient Copies of the Polycratica Temporum of Roger
Cestrensis ; from whence R. Higden stole his Polychronicon. The famous and very antient Copy of William
Malmsbury’s elaborate Treatise de Gestis Regum Anglorum, which was formerly preserved with great religious
Care at Rochester. An Exemplar of Four Books de Gestis Pontificum, written in the Twelfth Century, and
several Transcripts of the Dunstable Chronicle, one whereof is most beautifully illuminated ; and another
adorned with the Blazon of the Arms of divers Emperors and Kings.

Chronicles and Histories of Abbies, and"other religioué Houses';‘ as those of Abingdon, St. Alban’s, Alnwick,
Bermondsey, St. Edmund’s Bury, St. David's, Hales, Lichfield, Ely, St. Paul’s London, and Peterborough,

Lives of particular Kings, and Histories of their Reigns As of Edward the Confessor. King Harold ; of
whose Life and Miracles here is a very fair Copy, written in the 12th Century. Henry 1. Richard 1. Henry ML
Edward 1. Edward 11. and Edward 111. The History of Richard II. written by Francis de Marque, a French
Gentleman Attendant on the Court in the Queen’s Service ; adorned with Sixteen admirable Paintings, wherein
the principal Persons and Habits of those Times are most accurately represented. ~As also those of Henry 1v,
Henry v. Henry vI. and Edward 1v.

Many original Instructions to Ambassadors, and Letters which passed between them and the chief Ministers
of their Courts ; together with authentic Copies of an immense Number of others.

* Letters to and from Foreign Princes and States, Negotiations, Alliances, Leagues, Truces, and Treaties of
Peace, Commerce, and Navigation.

" Summons to Parliament from the 49th of Henry 111 to the Twenty-first Year of the Reign of King Henry v111,
in many Places larger and more correct than the Work published under that Title by Sir William Dugdale.
Transcripts of the Rolls, Journals, and Memoranda of Parliament; particularly a Copy of the Parliament Rolls,

beginning at the Fourth Year of ng Edward II. and continued to the End of the last Parhament of King
Henry
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Henry vIIL in Thirty Volumes; amongst which are the Parliament:Rolls of the Fifth, Eighth, and Ninth
Years of King Edward 11. which are, with others, omitted by Sir Robert Cotton in his Abridgment of the

Tower Records, and by him supposed to have been lost. Journals of the House of Lords, from the First Year

of Henry VIIL to the End of the Year 1740, in Sixty-nine Volumes. . As also One hundred and eleven other
Volumes; containing the Journals of the House of Commons from the First Year (inclusive) of King Edward v1.
to the Eighth Day of March 1701. A numerous Collection of Privileges and Orders .of Parliament; and
sundry Papers relative to Parliamentary Affairs.

Proclamations, Original Letters, Journals, and other Books of the Privy Council.

- Books of Aids, Subsidies, Reliefs, Taxes granted to sundry particular Kings of England; and Accompt
Boaks of the Product, Disposal, &c. of the antient Demesne Lands of the Crown.

Letters, Papers, Books of Docquets, &c. relative to the Offices of the Privy Seal, Signet, Ordnance, Admiralty,
Navy, Victualling, Customs, and Excise ; particularly a most curious and valuable Volume, once belonging to
Lord Treasurer Burleigh, being a Register of the Grants, &c. which passed the Privy Seal, Siguet, or Sign
Manual, during the Reigns of King Edward v. and King Richard 111. consisting of no less than Two thousand
three hundred and seventy-eight Articles. Three Volumes of ‘very interesting Original Papers and- Letters,
which belonged to Jonn Holles, Duke of Newcastle, as Lord Privy Seal to Queen Anne; giving a better Insight
into the Transactions of those Times, and the immense Sums issued on Account of the Forces employed under
the Duke of Marlborough, than can easily be met with elsewhere.

~Accounts of the Public Revenue, and National Expenses, Journals of Commissioners for stating the Public
Accounts of the Kmtrdom The Black Books of the King’s House, and other Books and Papers of the House-
hold, Treasurer of the Chamber, &c. Inventories and Indentures of the Jewel Office and Wardrobe. Orders
Proceedings, and Accounts of the Office of Works. Laws and Ordinances for Management of the Mint; with
other Original Papers concerning the Mint, Coinage, and Money Matters,

Several large Collections of Letters and Speeches of our Kings, their Chief Ministers and other Persons of
Eminence ; particularly Four Volumes, containing Original Letters by the Royal Family of England, from
King Henry VIIL to the End of King Charles I. Eighteen Volumes of Original Letters of divers consnderable
Persons, relating to Public Affairs from the Year 1307 to 1716. And Two Volumes, containing Letters written
to Henry, Prince of Wales ; together with Original Draughts of his own Letters. The above Volumes afford
interesting Anecdotes, particularly relative to Queen Elizabeth, James 1. Charles I. and Charles 11. unnoticed
by the most elaborate Writers of the English History ; and may be justly deemed inestimable Remains of the
Times to which they relate.

Histories of the first planting and propagating of Christianity in Britain, and its Growth and Increase under
the British and Saxon Prelacies.

The Lives and Successions of English Archbishops and Bishops; particularly a most noble illuminated Copy
of the Lives of the Seven first Archbishops of Canterbury, by Gotselinus de Sancto Bertino, Monk of
St Augustine’s at Canterbury, in the Time of St. Anselm ; and of which the First Part only, containing the Life
of St, Augustine, is published by Mr. Wharton.

Saxon and English Councils, and the Canons promulgated by them. Provincial and Diocesan Canons and
Constitutions. '

The Forms and Manner of Election, and Consecration of Archbishops and Bishops ; their Jurisdictions,
Privileges, and Courts. Surveys, Terriers, and Rentals of their Possessions ; Taxations of their Spiritualties and
Temporalties, and Inquisitions relative to the State of their respective Dioceses.

" Livesand Canonizations of sundry British, Saxon, and English Saints; as St. Anselm, by Eadmerus; St. Adan
and St. Alban, St. Thomas Becket, by an anonymous Author, under the Title of Quadrilogus. Another Life of
St. Thomas Becket, wrote within Five Years after his Death, by Garnérius de Ponte S. Maxentii. Venerable
Bede. St.Cuthbert, tutelar Saint of Durham. St. David, by Giraldus Cambrensis. St. Dunstan. St. Elphege, and
Odo, Archbishop of Canterbury, by Osbern, Monk and Precentor of that Church. St. Edmund, King of the
East Angles, by Abbo Floriacensis; and his Cousin and Companion St. Fremund, Son of King Offa, by Burchard
of Dorchester, both translated into old English by Lidgate of Bury. St. Edmund, Archbishop of Canterbury and
Confessor ; and St. Edward, King and Confessor, by Zlred, Abbot of Rievaulx. St. Guthlac, of Croyland.
St. Goodric, the Hermit of Finchale. St. Gilbert, Founder of the English Order of Gilbertines. ~St. Hugh,
Bishop of Lincoln, by Giraldus Cambrensis. St. Marcellinus, of York. St. Mildred, by Gotselinus de Sancto
BRertino.  St. Oswald. Kino and Martvr.  St. Oswald. Archbishon of York. St. Robert. Bishoo of Hereford.
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Abbot of Ford. St. Wifstan, Biéhop of Worcester, &c. As also an antient Calendar, in which the Festivals of
all our Northern English Saints are duly noted. ' '

Authentic Papers and Memorials relating to the Dissolution of Religious Houses, and the Establishment of
the Reformation ; as Original Letters to and from the Visitors appointed to examine the Abbies, &c. and from
the Abbots, Priors, &c. of those Houses to Cromwell and the Visitors. Visitatorial Certificates of the Value of
several Churches belonging to those Ecclesiastical Bodies ; and Draughts of Acts of Parliament for their Disso-
lution ; some in the Hand-writing of King Henry vIII. Inventories of Plate, Jewels, and other Valuables,
belonging to dissolved Abbies, Pnones, Co]leoes, free Chapels, Chantries, and Gilds. Inquisitions, with the
stdte of several Episcopal Dioceses, and the Returns made thereto by the Bishops. Accounts of the Erection
and Proceedings of the Court of Augmentation; more especially Four Original and very valuable Volumes
belonging to that Court ; and containing, First, Transcripts of the Surveys of the Possessions belonging to divers
Gilds and Fraternities granted by Parliament to the Crown, with Warrants for leasing them. Secondly,
Registers of Entries, and Descrlptlons of the several Houses, Manors, Lands, &c. sold by the Commissioners
under Two several Commissions in the Reigns of Philip and Mary; with their Rates, and the Names of the

Persons to whom they were sold.

For the antient State of particular Churches, and Religious Houses; Foundation, and other Charters.
Historical Accounts of the Successions, Rights, Forms, and Instruments of Elections of Abbots, Priors, and other
Superiors, and their Officers. Chartularies, Registers, and Ledger Books of sundry Monasteries, and other Re-
ligious Houses ; viz. Aberconwey, St. Alban’s, Aluwick, Barnewell, Blythe, St. Bees, Bittlesden, Battel, Castle-
Acre, Clare, Deeping, and Dunmow. 'The most accurate and greatly valuable Register of Dunstable, began by
Richard de Morins, the Prior of that House, on a Plan unusually copious, and regularly carried on from the
Foundation of the Priory by King Henry I. to the Reformation. Those of Evesham, St. Edmund’s Bury,
Holne Cultram, Haghmond, Holme, Kenelworth, Lancaster, Leigh, Lichfield, Missenden, St. Mary’s at York,
Newnham, St. Paul’sin London, Ramsey, Rufford, Reading, Roncton, Shaftesbury, Selleya, Southwike, Spalding,
St. Wereburgh’s in Chester, Welbeck, Waltham, and Walden. Those of the Hospitals and Gilds of Holy Cross
near Winchester, Chrich in Derbyshire, St. Giles in London, Christ Church at Boston in Lincolnshire, Ewelme,

Clun, and Jesus at Chipping Barnet.

The Statutes of Cathedral and Collegiate Churches; as Winchester, Wells, Westminster, Durham, Ely, -

Exeter, and London.

Charters, Endowments, Extents, Terriers, and Rentals of Church Lands. Extracts and Collections from
antient Chartularies and Registers. :

Statutes of the Two Universities, and of their several Colleges and Halls, and a vast mass of other Materials
relating to their History and Antiquities ; with a noble Transcript of the Proceedings of the Convocation upon
the Divorce of Ann of Cleves, authenticated under the hands of Public Notaries.

For the Laws, Polity, and Civil Government of the Realm of England ; divers Copies of the Laws of several
of the Anglo-Saxon, Danish, and Norman Kings. Transcripts of divers of the Magnz Chartz of K. Henry 111
and an Inspeximus and Copy of his Confirmation, both of the great Charter, and of the similar one, sealed by
Prince Edward at London, on the Tenth Day of March, in the Year 1264; and which Inspeximus is dated 13th
of March, in his Forty-ninth Year; and witnessed by Simon Montfort, Earl of Leicester, Hugh le D’Espencer,
the Chief Justiciary, Nine Bishops, and Fifteen Temporal Lords. Transcripts of sundry antient Statutes,
some whereof have not been printed. Learned Readings on those and other Statutes ; and Extracts of all the
Private Acts of Parliament, remaining in the Chapel of the Rolls. Exact Copies of some parts of Domesday
Book, and Extracts from other parts ; as also from the Red and Black Books of the Exchequer. Transcripts of
the Charte Antique, and other Records remaining in the Tower of London, the Exchequer, the Chapel of the
Rolls, and other Public Repositories ; with divers explanatory and other Papers relative thereto. Several excellent
Copies of Breton, Bracton, Fleta, Glanville, Hengham, Horne, and other Writers on the antient Municipal Laws
of this Kingdom. Sundry antient Registers of Original Writs, Formulee Placitandi, Year Books, Reports, and

Adversaria of eminent Lawyers. -

Historical Accounts of, and Memoranda relating to Baronies, Serjeanties, Knight-fees, and other Tenures,
Copies of Escheat Rolls, Inquisitions post Mortem, Pleas of the Crown, &c. together with other Law Bodfs in

great abundance.

Plenty of Treatises on the Institution, Establishment, and Jurisdiction of the Exchequer, Curia Regis, Common
Bench, Courts of Wards and Liveries, Star Chamber and Chancery, as also of the Courts Leet, Baron, Pye
Powder, and other inferior Courts ; the Forms and Methods of Proceedings in them respectively, and Accounts

of their several Officers, Registers, and Records.

Discourses
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Discourses on the Antiquity, Jurisdiction and Authority of the antient. great.Officers of the ngdom ; ' to wit,

the Marshall, Steward, Constable; and Admiral.. The Forms, Ceremomes, and Proceedmbs used -in -their Courts ;

and extraordinary Trials had before them.

Original Charters of our antient Kings, as Edward the Elder, Edgar, Hardicanute, and Edward thie Confessor.
The famous Charter of King Edgar, wherein he is styled, ¢ Marium Brit. Dominus,” on which great Stress has
been laid by several Writers, in Support of 'England s Superiority over the” Four Seas; but which Charter
Dr. Hicks hath evidently demonstrated to be spurious, and to have been (as many othersin the same Langunge
likewise were) forged after the Norman Conquest. A most noble and curious Book, covered with crimson
Velvet, and richly adorned with Bosses and Hasps of Silver gilt and énamelled ; the Cover and all the Leaves
indented at the Top; containing Four original Indentures of Covenant, illuminated and embellished with
Historical Miniatures, dated the 16th of July,.in the 1gth Year of King Henry VII. and. made between that
King and the Abbot and Convent of St. Peter’s, Westminster, for certain Masses, Collects, &c. to. be for ever
after said in the Chapel of the Virgin Mary, then determined to be built at the East End of that Church, as a
Place of Reception of the Bodles of the King, Queen, and Royal Family, after their respective Deceases ; for
providing Chant ; for founding Anniversaries in that and other Chapels and Chiurches ; for
Converses and -S mversxty ; for.maintaining Almsmen; for the Livelihood amortized to the Abbey
of Westminster ror wose roundations ; and for various other Purposes To his Indenture Book, Five Broad
Seals of King Henry VII preserved in Silver Boxes, Parcel gilt, and ornamented within, his Badges of the
Portcullis and Rose- Spngs, are appendant by Strings of Silk; and Gold ‘and Silver Thread.

Another Book, with its Cover of blue Velvet, and the Tops of all the Leaves indented; containing an
fluminated Quadripartite Indenture, dated the Twentieth of November, in the Twentieth Year of the Reign of
K. Henry VII. made between the King, the ‘Abbot and Convent of Westminster, the Abbot and ‘Convent of
St. Alban’s, and the Mayor and Commonalty of London; whereby the Abbot and Convent of St. Alban’s
oblige themselves to hold a solemn Anniversary in their Church for-ever ; and to pray there for the King, the
Royal Family, and the Realm. Likewise numerous Transcripts of Letters Patent, Signs Manual, Privy Seals,
Charters, and sundry Historical Law Tracts, and Treatises on the Antiquities, Excellence, and Usefulness of the
Municipal Laws of the Kingdom.

Thirdly, Register Books, Chartularies, and other Evidences of the Estates of our antient Nobility ; as, the
famous Liber Niger de Wigmore, whieh contains Transcripts of almost all the Family Déeds and Evidences of
Edimund Mortimer, Earl of March, temp. Rich. II. and his Ancestors. The Evidence Book of John Nevil,
Lord Latlmer The Chartulary of the Honour of Segrave, and those of other great Families.

Ceremoma\s Pomps, and Solemnities ; as the Coronations of most of our. Kings and Queens_ from the Time.

of the Anglo-Saxons to that of King George 11.  Several Transcripts of the Liber Regalis, and other Books of
Claims of Offices to.be performed by sundry Persons.at those. Solemnities. Royal and. Piincely. Births,
Christenings, and .Marriages. . Public Entries, Introductions,. Receptions, and Feastings.of Royal and.Princely
Visitors, Foreign' Ambassadors, &c. with the-Forms of their Departures, and. Accounits of the Presents made to

them on those. Occasions. Tilts, Tourneys, Justs; Royal Masks, and. other. Public Entertainments, Public -

Processions.and Cavalcades. . Creations of. Princes, Nobility; and Knights of several Orders, &c. Funerals.of
Kings, Queens, Princes, and great Personages allied to the Royal Family, and also of Persons of Quality and
Distinction... And lastly, an infinite Number of Adversaria, collected by various emment Antiquaries out of old
Histories; Records, Chartularies, Register Books, &c. .. :

Fourthly, Hergldical and Armorial Books; as Forms of appointing and crowning Kings at Arms, and of the
Establishment of their subordinate Officers. Grants Alphabets, Ordinaries, and Tricks of Arms and Ensigns
Armorial. Multitudes of Visitations of Kingsat Arms throughout all the Counties of England, partly Originals,
and partly fair Transcripts. Tracts on the Order of the Garter. Laboured and other Pedigrees of most of the
Nobility and Gentry of England, in which frequen.ﬂ; occur Notes, monumental and fenestral Inscmptlons,
Copieés of antient Charters, Grants and other Deeds illustrating their Famnly Histaxies.

The Principality of Wales, and the Kingdoms of SCOTLAND and IRELAND, make no inconsiderable’
Figure in the Harleian Collection.

Inregard to WALES, there are Natural and Civil Mistories of several of its Counties ; Surveys of Commotes,
and Extents of Lands. Statutes touching the Lords Marchers, and Orders for the QObservance of the Council
of Wales.

545. X - Traﬁscripts

Appendix, -

(F. 6.)

HARLEIAN
MSS.



Appendix,
(F. 60)

HARLEIAN
MSS,

78  APPENDIX TO FIRST GENERAL REPORT FROM

Transcripts of the Laws of Howel Dha; Collections of particular. Laws and Customs prevailing in different
Parts of the Principality; Accounts of the Revenue arising from the Principality ; Lists of Fee-Farm Rents ;
and Pleas of Quo Warranto upon Liberties claimed. .

Transcripts of the Acts, Statutes and Constitutions of the Bishops of St. Davids. Taxation and Extents of
Lands belonging to the Bishoprick of Bangor, and Catalogues of the Parishes, Chapels, &c. within the same.
Taxations of the Lands annexed to the See of St. Asaph, and the Judgment given in Parliament on the Claim
made by John de Warren, Earl of Surry, of the Custody of that Bishoprick when vacant. State, Value and
Taxations of the Bishoprick of Landaff. Episcopal and other Charters. Letters Patent, and Confirmations
thereof. Conventions, Popes Bulls, and other Instruments, from the Year 1224, to the 32d Year of the Reign
of K. Henry vIIL

The Histories of Welsh Heroes, and a plentiful Supply of Pedigrees and Genealogies of Families ; together
with three Volumes of useful Materials, extracted by Mr. Hugh Thomas, from a Multitude of Public Records
and Private Evidences, in order to his compiling a Genealogical History of the Nobility and Gentry of Wales,
and the several Families descended from them, now living in England.

The Materials relative to the CIVIL and ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY OF SCOTLAND are still

more numerous and important; amongst them are :
Descriptions, Histories, Chronicles, and State of the Kingdom.

A remarkable Transcript of John Fordun’s Scotochronicon, with the Alterations, Interpolations, and Con-
tinuation, made by Patrick Russel, Monk of Scone, at the Request of Sir David Stuart, of Rossith; and
Baston’s Verses on the Battle of Bannocks Bourne, written in the Year 1484, and not in 1482, as Dempster,
and from him Bishop Nicholson, have asserted, for the Use of William Schevez, Archbishop of St. Andrews, by
his domestic Chaplain, Magnus Maculloch, a Priest of the Diocese of Ross;. supposed to be either the famous
Black Book of Scone, or the St. Andrew’s Copy, or perhaps is the Original from which both of them were taken.

Another Copy of the same, but written in a Hand somewhat more modern. The Chronicle of Andrew
Wyntone in Verse. Ker’s, Lindsey’s, and other Chronicles. A fine Copy of the Chronicle of Mailros. The
Life of K. David 1. written by Alured, Abbot of Rievaulx. Inventories of the Rolls or Records of Charters
granted by the Scottish Kings. Extracts from the Register of the Exchequer, and Acts of the Privy Council.
Authentic Copies of Treaties between the Scottish and French Kings, and Accounts. of the several Prnvnleges
granted by the latter, to the Subjects of the former. Fair Transcripts of sundry public Instruments concerning
the Vassalage of Scotland, and the Sovereignty of England over it, which are omitted by Mr. Rymer, in his
Feedera, and have escaped the diligent Eye of John Harding. Antient Copies of the Regiam Majestatem ;
and Transcripts of Acts of Parliament and other Laws of Scotland. Atchievements, Arms, Pedigrees, &c. of
the Nobility and principal Gentry of Scotland.

The Journal of the Treaty of Union ; and a vast Multitude of truly valuable and interesting Papers of State,
partly Originals, and partly Transcripts. Particularly, a Transcript of divers public Instraments concerning the
Marriage of Mary Queen of Scots to the Dauphin of France. Letters on sundry Occasions from Mary Queen
of Scots, Lord Burleigh, Sir Erancis Walsingham, Sir Thomas Smith, the Earl.of Murray, Queen Elizabeth, &c:
And other authentic Pieces, most of them unnoticed by the Writers of those Times, but extremely usefal in
settling many controversial Points of the History of that unfortunate Princess, and conducive to the disclosing
and clearing up the mysterious Intrigues carried on during her Troubles in France, Scotland, and England, in a
better and more true Manner than hath hitherto been done either by the Oppugners of her Conduct, or by her
late Advocate, Mr. Gooddall, or any other of her Apologists.

Historical Accounts of the State of the Church of Scotland. 'Exact Transcripts of the Buills of Popes
Innocent 1. Alex. I1I. Calixtus II1. and Adrian 1V. enjoining the Scots Bishops to pay Obedience to the Arch-
bishop of York as their Metropolitan ; and of the Kings of Scotland’s Recognitions of that Archbishop’s Right.
Rentals of all the great Benefices in Scotland ; Tax Rolls of the Abbey Lands ; and Copies of the antient Book
of Taxations of all the Ecclesiastical Benefices in the Kingdom, called Bagimont’s Roll, compiled about the
same Time with that Taxation which was made of the Lands of England, by K. Edward 1.

The Assistances that may be had from this Library for illustrating the HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES
OF IRELAND, are likewise equally valuable. :

Chorographies of the Kingdom, and Topographical Descriptions of its Provinces. Antient and other Histories,
Chronicles and Annals as well Ecclesiastical as Civil, moré particularly, a venerable Copy of the History and Pro-
phecies of that Country, written in the 10th Century, and in the old Irish Language. A vast Number of original
Charters and Grants of Lands, given to the several Monasteries and Religious Houses in Ireland, and which
F. Stafford, the Publisher of Carew’s Pacata Hlbenma, had taken infinite Pains in collecting. Many curious

Pedigrees,
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Pedigrees, with the Arms and Histories of the principal Nobility. A very antient Transcript of Two remarkable
Pieces of the old Municipal Laws of Ireland, with Commentaries and Glosses thereon, The Text in this Ma-
nuscript is 8o very antient as to be 'coeval with the Times the Pieces relate to. The one being seemingly Part
of the Bretanime, or Judicia Celestia, with the Trial of Euna, Brother to Legarius, chief King of Ireland, for
the Murder. of Orane, Chariot-driver to'St. Patrick, before Dubhthac, the Chief Filadha, or King’s Bard ; who,
on that solemn Occasion, acted as sole Brehon, or Judge : With the Sentence passed thereon in the Year 430.
The other, the great Sanction or Constitution of Nine; made in Favour of Chnstlamty in Ireland, Anno 439,
by Three Kings, Three Bishops, and Three Sages.

The great and constant Accession of rare Manuscripts to the Harleian Library soon pointed out to its noble
Possessor the Necessity of having a Catalogue of them drawn up ; but the finding a Person properly qualified
for such an Undertaking was, as well as the Task itself, extremely difficult. Lord Oxford, however, proved
happy in his Choice ; the Person he pitched upon for that Employment being Mr. Humphrey Wanley, whose
extraordinary Gemus first showed itsef when he was scarce Twenty-three Years of Age, in his compiling the
Coventry and Warwick Catalogue, and’ occasioned him to be recommended to Archbishop Tenison, by Dr.
Charlet, then Master of University College in Oxford. Mr. Wanley’s Learning and Abilities were afterwards
further made known to_the World, by his incomparable Catalogue of the Saxon, Anglo, Danish, and Norman
Manuscnpts preserved in all the public and private Libraries of England, and which accompanied Dr. chks’
famous Thesaurus, under the suitable Title of “ Antique theratune Septentrionalis Liber alter.”

This Catalogue was begun, in the Year 1708, by the learned Mr. Wanley, who was Librarian to Robert and
Edward, successively Earls of Oxford ; and he appears, from several Entries in various Parts of his Manuscript
'Work, to have been employed herein till his Death, July 6th, 1726. From that Time the Work seems to have
been laid aside, till about the Year 1733; when it was resumed, where Mr. Wanley had left off, at number

2408,by the late Mr. Casley, Keeper of the Cottonian Library, and well known to the learned World by his
Catalogue of the Royal Manuscripts. Inabout the Space of Three Years Mr. Casley continued the Catalogue
ta number 5709.

In June 1741, died Edward Earl of Oxford, the great Enlarger of this Collection of Manuscripts, and soon after
his Lordship’s Trustees ordered the Catalogue thereof to be taken up a Third Time by Mr. Hocker, the Deputy
Keeper of the Records in the Tower, who in less than Two Years completed it as far as Number 7355 ; and what
remamed has been lately added by the Librarians belonomg to this particular Department of the British Museum

- It is proper to observe, in Justice to Mr. Casley and Mr. Hocker that the Circumstances under whlch they
drew up their respective Parts did not allow them the Time necessary to complete the Catalogue upon so ex-
tensive a Plan as that of Mr. Wanley ; whose Part of the Work contains an Abstract of most of the historical

- Manuscripts, and a critical Account of many of the rest.

II.

IN this State the Catalogue remained till the Year 1800, when, at the Suggestion of His MasEsTY’s Commis-
SIONERS FOR THE ARRANGEMENT AND PRESERVATION oF THE PuBLic RECORDS oF THE KiNGDOM, the
Trustees of the British Museum engaged the Reverend Robert Nares, the Under-Librarian of the Manuscript
Department, to revise and correct the latter Part of the Catalogue, beginning from Number 3100. It was
not at first supposed that any great length of Time would be required for the Purpose of Revision ; but, as the
Work proceeded, it soon became manifest that, to obtain the necessary Degree of Correctness, and to make that
latter Part of the Catalogue bear any kind of Proportion to the former, would be a Matter of much Labour,
and must occupy more Time than could be easily defined by Anticipation. It mightindeed have been calculated,
that, as Mr. Wanley, by the above Account, had employed Eighteen Years in describing 2408 Numbers ;
Mr. Casley and Mr. Hocker, Three and Two Years respectively, in making their Additions, in the very brief
and inadequate Way in which they were executed ; the complete Revision, and considerable Augmentation of
near 5000 numbers, could not be performed in a very short Space. It employed, in Fact, all the Time and
Diligence that could be given to it by the Librarian, till May 1806, when the Beginning of Volume the Third
was sent to Press.

Nor could even this Progress have been made without the following Assistance : In the Beginning of 1801,
the Rev. Stebbing Shaw, then engaged in writing the History of Staffordshire, offered his Services in examining
the Topographical, Genealoglcal and Heraldical Manuscripts ; and the Librarian, by Permission of the Trus-
tees, engaged him, at his own Expense, for that Purpose. This Aid, however, was not of long Duration, on
account of the Illness of Mr. Shaw in the Summer of 1802, and his lamented Death, on the 28th of October
that same Year; but his Diligence had performed as much as could be expected while he was employed. Mr.
Shaw was fond of the Part for which he engaged ; it was coincident with his other Pursuits, and auxiliary to
them ; and if there was a Fault in what he did, it was on the Side of Redundance rather than Deficiency.

After
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After the Printing of the Third Volume was begun, it was discovered by the Librarian that the Numbers from

2408 to 3100 also wanted Revision, and required many-Additions, to make them at all uniform with either the -

first or the last Part of the Work. This Task was therefore voluntanly taken’ up, and continued till the Summer
of 1807, when other Views induced him to resign the Office of Librarian, and retire to a Country Residence.
At this Period he had not advanced beyond 2700, having been much’ lmpeded by Atteition to the Part which

was then printing.

The chief Part of what remained was afterwards taken in hand and revised by Mr. Douce, the Successor to
the former Librarian ; whose Skill in executmg the small Part which he undertook, will probably occasion a
just Regret that he had not had a larger Share in the Work. It should not, however, be omitted, that some
Additions to this Part, which now forms the latter End of the Second Volume, had been made by Mr. Planta,

whlle he was the Librarian of that Department.

In Addltlon to the Historical Manuscripts already enumerated, many others weré brought into Notice by this
further Revision of the Catalogue.

Six curious Volumes, containing very copious Historical Collections, from the Year 1662 to 1672, had by
some means been separated and overlooked in this Library. An imperfect, yet remarkable Copy of Bishop
Burnett’s History of his Own Times, differing in many Respects from the printed Editions ; and occasionally
well illustrated by the Remarks of Dr. Gifford. A Description of England, written by Mich. Suriano, an
Italian, probably a Venetian, in 1556. On the Subject of English Law, a large Collection of Readings on the
several Statutes, and a Manuscript of Lord Coke, containing his original Notes on Littleton’s Tenures, for-
merly one very large Volume, but now, for the Sake of Preservation, botind in Four; it contains, besides the
legal Notes, many private Memorandums concemmg the Author, his various Promotions, and his Family. The
Genealogies of the Shirley Family, written in Latin and English by Thomas Shlrley Also a splendid Book
of the Arms of Knights of the Garter, from the Foundation of the Order, blazoned in Colours, but not conti-
nued so far as intended. And the Continuation of Hector Boethius’s History, from 1437 to 1586, written by
Robert Lindsay, of Pitscottie. ,

An Enumeration of this Kind might be carried to a much larger extent. Some Errors will doubtless appear
in @ Work of such Extent and Variety; but it .is hoped that, with the Aid of the ample Indexes of Persons,
Places, and Matters, now subjoined to this Catalogue, such a Key to this inestimable Repository will at length
be put into the Hands of the Learned, that nothing of great Value or Impomnce can long.escape the Re-
searches of the diligent Inquirer.

| k
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ANALYTICAL TABLE OF THE MATTERS CONTAINED IN
THE HARLEIAN COLLECTION OF MSS.
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ADAPTED FOR THE PLAN OF A CLASSED INDEX TO MSS.

I.
CHEDLDSp.
Drv. . NATURAL RELIGION.

Div. II. REVEALED RELIGION.

Cuar.I. HOLY SCRIPTURES.
Secr. 1. Entire Texts and Versions of the Bible.

" 2. The New Testament (Entire Text and Ver-
sions).

3. Detached Books of the. Old Testament
(Original Languages and Versions).

4. Detached Books of the New Testament
(Entire Texts and Versions).

5. Apocryphal Books :
1. Of the Old Testament.
2. Of the New Testament.

6. Concordances, Harmonies, Dictionaries.

Cuar.Il. COMMENTATORS AND CRITICS.

Secr. 1. Jewish :
- 1. Commentators.

2. Talmudical, Rabbinical, and Controver=
sial Wnters

SkcT. 2. Christian :

1. On the Cntxclsm and Study of the Scrip-
tures.

2. Commentators.

Caar. III. COUNCILS.
Authority of Councils.
Secr. 1. Histories of Councils.
2. Decrees, Canons, &c. of the Roman Church.
3. Canonsof the Reformed Church of England.

-Cuar.1V. ECCLESIASTICAL DISCIPLINE
AND RITES.

SecT. 1. Jewish Liturgies.

2. Liturgy and Rites of the Greek and Oriental

. Churches.

3. thurgy and Rites, Bulls, and Indulgences,
of the Latin or Roman Church.

- Discipline and Rites of the Foreign Re-
formed Churches.

5. Discipline, Liturgy,and Rites of the Church
of England.

6. Disciplineand Liturgies of Religious Orders.
7. Miscellaneous Offices of Devotion. viz.

>

CHEDLD & PB—continued.
Div. II. REVEALED RELIGION—continued.

Cuar. VI. MODERN DIVINES.

SecT. 1. Of the Greek Church.
2. Of the Latin and Reformed Churches :

- 1. Schoolmen.
2. Commentators on the Schoolmen.

. 3. Dogmatic and Polemic Divines, (who have
written in Defence of Religion in general,
including Controversies between Pro-
testants and Roman Catholics, &c. &c.)

4. Catechetic Divines (Creeds, Catechisms,
- Confessions of Faith, &c. &c.)

5. Sermonsand Practical Treatises in Divinity.
6. Mystic Divines.

Cuar. VII. MISCELLANEOUS DIVINITY,
_ ROMISH, PROTESTANT, 4.

Drv. 1L HEATHENISM, MOHAMMEDAN
. THEOLOGY.

SecT. 1. Greek and Roman Mythology.
2. Mohammedan and Hmdﬁ Theology.

11
PHILDSDOP D,

Div. I. HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY AND
PHILOSOPHERS, (mcludmg then'
Epistolary Wntmgs)

Div. II. LOGIC AND METAPHYSICS.

Div. II1. ETHICS.

Cuar.I. MORALS.

SecT. 1. Antient Moral Philosophers
2. Modern Moral Philosophers.

CHAP I1I. POLITICS.

SecT. 1. Treatises and Essays on Politics and Go-
vernment in oeneral :
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P
A(”?'éd )ix’ " PDLILDDSD P D P—continued.
‘ DI1V. IIl.—continued.
HARLEIAN

MSS. Cuar.lll. JURISPRUDENCE.
SeEct 1. Law of Nature and Nations.

2. Civil Law of Rome.—Commentators on the
Civil Law of Rome.

3. Canon Law.
4. British Law, Public aud Constitutional :

1. Succession and Title to the Crown,

2. Of the King, his Prerogative, and Supre-
macy. .

3. Antiquity and Powers of Parliament.

4. Constitution and Privileges of the House
of Lords.

5. Constitution and Privileges of the House
of Commons. o

6. Privileges of the Subject,and Constitution
in General.

SgkcT. 5. Municipal Law of Britain.

1. Anglo-Saxon, Danish,and Anglo-Norman
Laws. .

2. History of English Law, and Treatises
thereon.

3. Criminal and Crown Law.

4. Forest Law.

5. Law of Civil Rights: -

1. Charters of Pardon, other Charters and
Records concerningprivate Property,
Inquisitiones post Mortem, &c.

- ii. Conveyancing, Court-Keeping, Private
Deeds, Stewards’ Accounts, Invento-
ries, &c.
6. Ecclesiastical Law:

i. Treatises on Ecclesiastical Law.in ge-

neral. .
ii. Tithes appropriate and impropriate.
iil. Wills, Executors, and Administrators.
7. Statutes and Acts of Parliament :
i. Statuates in general.

ii. Particular Statutes, the Titles whereof -

arespecifiedin theDescriptionof seve-

ralof the Collections in the Catalogue.
Hi, Abridgments and Extracts of Sta-

tutes; Private Acts of Parliament.
8. Judieial Proceedings :
i. Court of Chancery.
ii. Court of King’s Bench.
iii. Court of Common Pleas.
iv. Court of Exchequer.
v. Court of Admiralty.
vi. Ecclesiastical Courts.
vii. Star Chamber.
viii. Court of Augmentations.
ix. Duchy Court.
x. High Commission Court.
xi. Court of Wards and Liveries.
xii. Inferior Courts.
xiii. Reports, Year Books, Entries, and
Pleadings.

9. Miscellanies of English Law, comprising
Arguments, Charges, Common Place
Books, and Legal Collections, Readings,
&ec. not- included under any former
Division, .

10. Laws of Wales, Scotland, and Ireland.
Secrt. 6. Foreign Laws.

Div. IV. PHYSICS.

Cuar.l. SCIENCES.

SecT. 1. Natural History and Philosophy,Chemistry,
Alchemy, Magic, &c.
1. Autient Authors.
2. Modern -Authors.

2. Pure Mathematics, . e. Arithmetic, Algebra,
and Geometry :
1. Antient Authors.
2. Modern Authors.

3. Mixed Mathematics, i.e. Astronomy, Astro-
logy, Mechanies, and Navigation, &c.
1. Antient Authors.
2. Modern Authors :
i. Astronomy.
il. Astrology, Almanacks, and Epheme-
rides.
iii. Mechanics.
iv. Music :
(a) Antient Writers.
. (b) Modern Writers.
v. Navigation.

POLILDSD P D B—continued.

DIV. 1V.—Cuavr. I.—continued.

SEecT. 4. Medicine and Pharmacy,—Anatomy and
Surgery,—Veterinary Art:
i. Medicineand Pharmacy—Antient Authors.
Modern Authors.
ii. Anatomy, Surgery, and Veterinary Art,

Cuar. 1. ARTS OF PEACE.
Sect. 1. Arts of Design, Painting, Sculpture, Writ-
ing, Stenography, Civil Architecture :
i. Antient Writers.
ii. Modern Writers.
2. Agriculture, and Rural and Domestic Eco-
nomy:
1. Antient Authors. '
ii. Modern Authors.
3. Manufactures.
4. Games and Amusements.

Cuar. lll. ARTS OF WAR.

Secr. 1. Military Tactics.
i. Antient Authors.
ii. Modern Authors.

2. Naval Tactics.

I1I.

HhISTODR P,

Div.I. INTRODUCTIONS TO THE STUDY
AND USE OF HISTORY.

Cuar.[. CHRONOLOGY.

Il. GEOGKAPHY, ATLASES, AND
MAPS.

SEcT. 1. Antient.
2. Modern.

IIl. VOYAGES, TRAVELS, ITINERA-
RIES, AND POLITICAL SUR-
VEYS.

Div.II. UNIVERSAL HISTORY.

Cuar. I. CIVIL HISTORY.
II. ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.

Div. III. PARTICULAR HISTORY.

Cuar. I. ANTIENT (by Languages).
SecT. 1. Greek.
2. Roman.

Cuar. II. MODERN (by Countrées).
Secr. 1. England.

1. Topography of England (comprising County
Histories, Heraldic Visitations of Coun
ties, Surveys of particular Places, Grants,
Chartularies, and Registers of Religious
Houses, &c. &c.)

2. Civil History of England—Narrative.

i. Collections, illustrative of the General
History and Antiquities of England,
Coronations, &c.

il. Chronicles and antient Histories of
England.

(s.) BEForE TiE CONQUEST:
(a) During the Time of the An-
tient Britons and Romans.
(5) During the Time of the
Saxons,
() During the Time of the Danes.
(d) During the Time, both of the
Saxons, and of the Danes.
(8) Annals, Chronicles, Histories,
SINCE THE CONQUEST, and
Memoirsof particular Reigns.
ill. History of England, during particular
Reigns,and Memoirsrelative thereto,
iv. Accounts of Military and Naval Expe-
ditions, undertaken by British Forces.

v. Parliamentary History of England, in-
cluding the History, Debates, and
other Proceedings of Parliament,
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HIS T DB B—continued.

Div.III.—Cuap.IL.—SEcT. 1.—continued.

3. Civil History of England.—Documentary.

i. Royal Charters connected with British
History. . .

ii. Diplomatic Instruments,viz. Treaties,
Instructions to Ambassadors, Corre-
spondence, &c. Chronologicelly ar-
ranged.

iii, Proclamations, Journals, and Books of
the Privy Council.

iv. Parliamentary, viz. Rolls and Journals
of Parliament.

v. Mint—Public Revenue—and Royal
Expenditure:

1. Coin and Money of England.
2. Mint.
3. Public Revenue, Aids, Taxes,
Subsidies, &c.
4- Royal Expenditure and Estates.
vi. Ordnance and Military Documents.
vii. Admiralty and Navy, Victualling and
Manning thereof.
viii, Trade.
ix. Customs, Excise.

4. Ecclesiastical History of England.

SkcT. 2. History of Scotland.
1. Topography of Scotland, comprising
County Histories, Surveys, Chartularies,
and Registers of Religious Houses, &c.

2. Civil History of Scotland—Narrative.
i. Collections, illustrative of the General
History, &c. of Scotland.
ii. Chronicles and antient History—Me-
moirs of particular Reigns.
iii. History of Scotland, during particular
Periods.

8. Civil History of Scotland—Documentary.
i. Royal Charters, and other Records.
ii. Diplomatic Instruments, viz. Instruc-
tions to- Ambassadors, and other
State Papers.
4. Ecclesiastical History of Scotland.

Secr. 3. History of Wales.
1. Topography of Wales, (comprising County
Histories, Surveys of particular Places,
Grants, Chartularies, and Registers of
~ Religious Houses, &c. &c.)
2. Civil History of Wales.

SecT 4. History of Ireland.
1. Topography of Ireland.
2. Civil History of Ireland :
i. Narrative.
ii. Documentary, (comprising Official
Lists, &c. relative to the Settle-
ment and Government of Ireland.)

SecT. 5. Islands forming Part of Great Britain.

i. Norman Isles.
ii. Other Isles.

Secr. 6. History of European States (geographically
disposed from the North to the South of
Europe.)

1. Denmark.
2. Sweden.
3. Russia.
4. Poland.
5. Germany :

i. Germanic Empire.

ii. Austria.

iii. Palatinate.

iv. Other German States.

6. The United Provinces and the Netherlands.
i. The United Provinces.
ii. The Netherlands.

7. France.
i. Topography of France.

ii. Civil History—Narrative (comprising
Chronicles, Antient History,and Me-
moirs of particular Reigns.)

iii. History during particular Periods.
iv, Documentary—(comprising Treaties,
Memorials, aud other Diplomatic
Papers.)
8. Spain.
g. Portugal.

|

D IS T DR P—continued.

Div.III.-Cnae.]I-Sgct.6~European States—continued.

10. Italy.

i. Collections selative to Italian History
in general.

ii. Collections relative to the History of
Rome and the Roman See.

iii. History of other Italian States (alpha-
betically disposed.)
11. Turkey.
SecT. 7. History of Asiatic Countries.

Secr. 8. History of America.

Drv. IV. BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

Cuar.1. CIVIL BIOGRAPHY.

SecT.1. Antient Biography, including Letters.
2. Modern Biography. .
1. British (including Letters,Trials, Speeches,
&c.)
2. Foreign Biography.
II. ECCLESIASTICAL BIOGRAPHY.

(comprising Martyrologies, the Lives, Acts,
Miracles, Passions, &c. of Saints, Fathers,
Popes, Cardinals, and others, of the Greek
and Latin Churches.)

IIl. GENEALOGIES.
SecT.1. English Genealogies and Pedigrees.
2. Welch Genealogies and Pedigrees.
3. Scottish Genealogies and Pedigrees.
4. Irish Genealogies and Pedigrees.
5. Foreign Genealogies and Pedigrees.

Div.V. MONUMENTAL HISTORY.

Cuar.1. INSCRIPTIONS, EPITAPHS, AND
SEALS. .

II. HERALDRY.
Sect.1. History and Regulations of Heralds.
2. History of Orders of Knighthood, British

and Foreign :
1. History of British and Foreign Orders of
Knighthood.

. 2. Knights and Knighthood in general.
a. English Heraldical Miscellanies.
(comprising Miscellaneous Heraldical
Treatises and Collections, Claims of
Digpnities and Titles of Honour, Pre-
cedeucy of Nobility andGentry, Grants
and Displays of Arms, the Practice of
the Earl Marsbal’s and other Military
Courts of Honour, Justs, and Tourna-
ments, Single Combats, &c. &c.)

1. Miscellaneous Heraldical Treatises and
Collections. i

2. Dignities and Titles of Honour—Claims
and Creations of Dignities :

(a) Descent of Dignities.

(8) Claims of Dignitiesin Abeyance.

(¢) Creationsand Grantsof Dignities.
3. Nobility.—Precedency.
4. Arms, Grants and Displays thereof :

(a) Arms in general,

(0) Grants of Arms.

(c) Alphabets and Displays of Arms.

5. Earl Marshal’s and other Military Courts
of Honour.

~ 6. Justs and Tournaments, Single Combats.
. Welsh Heraldical Miscellanies.
5. Scottish Heraldical Miscellanies.
(comprising Scottish Arms, and Creations
of Digpities, &c.)
1. Scottish Arms.
2. Creations of Dignities, &c.
6. Irish Heraldical Miscellanies. -
(comprising Arms,Creationsof Dignities,&c.)
1, Irish Arms.
2. Creations of Dignities, &e¢.

7. Foreign Heraldical Miscellanies.

Div. VI. NUMISMATICS.—ANTIQUITIES.

E-N
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v, .
LICECRACURE,

—____ Div.L. GRAMMAR,

Cunar.l. ALPHABETS AND DICTIONA-
RIES OF LANGUA4GES.

SecT.1. Alphabets.

2. Dictionaries of Languages.
i. Arabic,
ii. Hebrew.
iil. Persian and Turkish.
iv. Greek, Latin, and other Languages. .

1. TREATISES AND ESSAYS ON
GRAMMAR tn various Languages.

SecT.1. Antient Grammarians.
2. Modern Grammarians.
3. Grammars of particular Languages.
i. Arabic.
ii. Armenian.
iii. Hebrew.
iv. Persian.
v. Greek.
Vie Latin.
vii. Other Languages.

. IIL. PHILOLOGY AND CRITICISM.
Div. II. RHETORIC.

‘SecT.1. Treatises on Rhetoric.

1. Antient (Greek and Latin.)
2. Modern.

2. Orators.

1. Antient (Greek and Latin.)
2. Modern.

LITEBR AT U R E—continyed.

Div. III. POETRY.
" Crar.l. METRICAL.

- Sect. 1. Greek Poets.
1. Epic, Lyric, &e.
2. Dramatic,
2. Roman Poets.
1. Epic, Bucolic, Lyric, &e.
2. Dramatic.

3. English and Scottish Poets.
4. French Poets.

5. Italian Poets.

6. Modern Latin Poets.

7. Oriental Poets.

Cuar.1l. OTHER WORKS OF IMAGINA-
TION, NOT METRICAL.
SecT.1. Antient (Greek and Latin.)
2. Modern (English, French, &c.)

Drv. IV. BIBLIOGRAPHY.

SEcT. 1. Typographical History and Antiquities.
2. Catalogues of MSS. and Printed Books.

Div. V. LITERARY MISCELLANIES.

Cuar.l. PROVERBS, APOPHTHEGMS, &c.

SEcT. 1. Antient.

2. Modern :

1. Oriental.
2. European.

II. MISCELLANEOUS AND LITE-
RARY TRACTS.

(comprising Common Place Books, Adver-
~saria, and other Tracts, not included
under any preceding Class or Division.)
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THE BurreicH Papers form the First Division of the Lansdowne MSS.

Appendlx, ( F, 7 )

S —

Account of Lansdowne MSS.

One Volume of these

Papers contains Copies of Charters and other Documents of an early Period; but the Remainder, amounting to
One Hundred and Twenty-one Volumes in Folio, consist of State Papers, mterspersed with Miscellaneous

Correspondence, during the long Relgn of Queen Elizabeth ; and among these is the prlvate Memorandum | s NSDOWNE
*Book of Lord Burleigh.

The Second Division of the Lansdowne MSS. comprises the Papers and Correspondence of Sir Julius Cesar,
Judge of the Admiralty in Queen Elizabeth’s Time ; and Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Master of the Rolls,

in the Time of James 1. and Charles I.

Of Fifty-four Volumes in this Series, Thirty-one relate directly or in

part to Admiralty Concerns ; Ten to Court of Request, Chancery, Treasury, and Exchequer Business; Three
to Ecclesiastical Matters ; One contains Treaties; Two are Catalogues of the Cesar Papers ; and Seven are
Historical, Parliamentary, &c.

The Third and last Division of these MSS. is the largest, and comprehends many valuable Works upon various
Subjects. Amongst these are, a fair Transcript of Andrew of Wyntown, and a most beautifully illuminated Copy
of Hardyng's Chronicle, as it was presented to King Henry the Sixth; and Two Volumes of Letters, &c.
written by royal, noble, and eminent Persons of Great Britain, from the Time of King Henry the Sixth to the

Reign of His present Majesty; the greater part Originals.

Here are also Eleven Volumes of the Papers of

.Dr. John Pell, Envoy from Oliver Cromwell to the Protestant Cantons of Switzerland between 1654 and 1688,

and Five Volumes of Sir Paul Rycaut’s Papers.

These latter Volumes contain not only Letters, &c. of a

public Nature while Sir Paul Rycaut was Secretary to the Earl of Clarendon in Ireland in the Reign of
James II. but also his Letters and Papers relating to public Transactions while resndent at Hamburgh and the
other Hanse Towns.

Upon Coin and Coinage there is a valuable Work, which seems to have been. intended for publication
‘by its Author, entitled, “ Brief Memoires relating to the Silver and Gold Coins of England, with an
¢« Account of the Corruption of the hammer’d Monys, and of the Reform by the late grand Coynage at the
« Tower, and the Five Country Mlnts, in the Years 1696, 1697, 1698 and 1699,” by Hopton Haynes, Esq.
Assay Master of the Mint, 1700. =

“The Heraldical and Armorial Manuscripts in this Collection are numerous; and a large Collection of Papers

of the Fifteenth Century, illustrating the Institutions of Chivalry in England.

In Illustration of the History of

Scotland thereis ¢ A Collection of Laws, Statutes, Orders, Commissions, and Treaties, relating to the Marches
“ or Borders of Scotland as made and agreed on by the respective Sovereigns of England and Scotland, from
“¢ 1249't0 1597.”

Of the Kennet Papers, many relate to English Ecclesiastical Hiétory, 'contﬁining Notes from various Abbey
and Cathedral Registers, with Transcripts from many old manuscript Tracts and printed Books, Collections for
the History of Convocations, &c.; Eight Volumes-are Dr. Hutton’s Collections from Ecclesiastical Records,

the Two last including some Notes only by Bishop Kennet ;

Eleven Volumes contain the Bishop’s biographical

Memorials, mostly of the English Clergy, from 1500 to 1717; Eight relate to the Church and Diocese of
Peterborough. Some of these Manuscripts have been the Materials for the Bishop’s printed Works, but the

larger and more miscellaneous Quantity, particularly in Biography and Local History, have been unused.

In this Division there are also several old Collections of Statutes, written on Velluni, from the earliest Date
down to 23 Hen. VI.; also a “ Treatise on the Court of Star-Chamber by William Hudson, Esq.;” a Collection
of Royal Proclamatlons from 19 Hen. VIL to 17 Car. I.; and several Manuscripts which relate to Parlia-
mentary History and Proceedings, principally Transcripts. There is also a Transcript of Lhe Testa de Nevill,
and Fifteen Volumes of Selections from the Patent Rolls preserved in the Tower.

" The last and strongest Class of this Third Division of the Lansdowne Manuscripts, is that of Topography,
comprising Mr. Warburton’s Collections for Yorkshire ; and also the Chartularies of the Abbies of St. Alban,
Lunda, Gerondon and Chertsey.
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Appendix, (G.)
Appentic Prax for an AvrrENTIC CoLLEcTION oF THE STATUTES Of the REALM.
Authentic
Collection L | et e
Statute.
——— Minutes of the Board of 25th March 1811.

AT A BOARD, holden at the House of The Right Honourable The Speaker of The House of Commons, on
Monday the 25th Day of March 1811; '

PRESENT,
The Right Hon. CuaRLEs ABBor, Speaker of the House of Commons;
The Right Hon. Sir WiLL1aM GRANT, Master of the Rolls;
The Right Hon. Lord FREDERICK CAMPBELL;
'The Right Hon. Joun Baron REDESDALE;
The Right Hon. SYLVESTER BARON GLENBERVIE;
The Right Rev. Joun Lord Bishop of London;
The Right Hon. CHARLES BATHURST ;—

A Printed Copy of the First Volume of the Authentic Collection of THE STaTUTES OF THE REALM
having been this Day produced to the Board ;

RESOLVED,—That there be laid before His Royal Highness the Prince Regent in Council, a Report of
the Progress made in the said Work, together with a Printed Copy of the said Volume.

And a Report being now prepared accordingly, and agreed to by the Board, the same was signed by the
several Commissioners present, '

REPORT

Of the Commissioners for executing the Measures recommended by The House
of Commons, respecting the Public Records of the Realm.

et a—

TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS GEORGE PRINCE OF WALES,
REGENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND,

IN COUNCIL

W E, The Commissioners constituted and appointed by His Majesty’s Royal Commission, bearing Date the
Twenty-third Day of May 1806, in the Forty-sixth Year of His Majesty’s Reign, for carrying into execu-
tion the Measures recommended in the Report made by the Select Committee of the House of Commons,
in the Year 1800, with respect to the State of the Public Records of the Kingdom, and the Necessity of
providing for the better Arrangement, Preservation, and more convenient Use of the same, and the Printing

of certain of the more antient and valuable amongst them, Do most humbly beg leave to certify to Your
Royal Highness ;

That, in the execution of our Commission, We have, among the other Matters referred to Us, proceeded to
carry into effect so much of the Measures recommended by His Majesty's faithful Commons, as related to the
preparing and printing a complete and authentic Collection of THE STATUTES oF THE REALM;

And,
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—

And, baving, by virtue of the said Commission, nominated and appointed several learned Persons, of Ability,
Care, and Diligenee, upon whose Fldehty we could sufficiently rely, to be our Sub-Commissioners, and under our
Direction and Control to be assisting to Us in the Premises; and having also, upon the Reports of the said
Sub-Commissioners, made to Us from Time to Time, fully considered as well of the Mode of preparing and
completing the said Collection, as of the several Matters to be included therein, We have directed the said Sub-
Commissioners to methodize and arrange all such Materials, as appeared to Us to be necessary for completing
and duly setting forth the said Collection, and to distribute them under the following Heads :

First, An Introduction; containing, an Account of ail former printed Collections, Translations, and Abridg-
ments of the Statutes, and of the Plans heretofore proposed for an Authentic Publication, or for the Revision, of
the Statutes; together with an Account of The Charters prefixed to this Collection ; The Matters inserted
therein, and their Arrangement ; The Nature of the several Records, and other Sources from whence the said
Collection has been made, and the Mode adopted in making and printing the same ; The Original Language
of the Charters and Statutes, and the Translation annexed to this Collection of the Statutes and also, An Ac-
count of the Collections of the Statutes of Scotland and Ireland heretofore published by Royal or Parliamentary
"Authority ; with the Methods successively adopted for promulgating the Statutes before and since the Union
of Great Britain and Ireland :—Secondly, The Text of The Charters of the Liberties of England, granted by
King Henry 1., King Stephen, and King Henry II. ; and also, the Great Charters and Charters of the Forest,
granted by King John and King Henry I11., and The Charters of Confirmation granted by King Edward 1.—
Thirdly, A Chronological Table of the Statutes, and Instruments illustrative thereof, contained in this Col-
lection ; distinguishing all Matters inserted therein, which bad not been inserted in any former Printed Collection
of Statutes, and specifying the several Sources from which every Statute and Instrument is respectively derived ;
and the Language in which such Statute or Instrument is written : —Fourthly, The Text of The Statutes and
relative Instruments, with Notes of - various Readings where necessary : —Fifthly, The common Translation of
all Matters printed and translated in former Collections of the Statutes, with occasional Notes of Emendation ;
and also, A Translation of Matters not translated or inserted in such former Collections : —Lastly, An Alpha-
betical Index of Matters.

In prosecuting this Work, the Learning, Skill, and Diligence of Our Sub-Commissioners have been long and
laboriously employed: And We now beg leave to lay before Your Royal Highness this, the First Volume of
their Labours: Humbly assuring Your Royal Highness, that it has been our earnest Desire and Endeavour
that all the several Charters, Statutes, and other Instruments contained in this Collection, should be taken from
the most authentic Records and Manuscripts now known to be extant ; .and presuming 1o hope that this has
been accomplished with the Fidelity and Accuracy so. peculiarly required in a Work designated by His Majesty’s
Faithful Commons, as highly expedient to be undertaken for the Honour of the Nation, and for the Benefit
of all His Majedty’s Subjects.

CHARLES ABBOT. (L.s.)
Dated 25 March 1811. WILLIAM GRANT. o @s)
- ' FREDERICK CAMPBELL.  (L.s)
REDESDALE. (r. 8)
. GLENBERVIE. (r.8.)
J. LONDON.* (Ls)
CHARLES BATHURST. (r.8)

* Memorandum.—Dr. John Randolph, now Lord Bishop of London, named in the Commission, dated 23 May 1806, as
then “ John Lord Bishop of Oxford.”—His Lordship held the See of Bangor in the Years 1807, 1808, and 1809, and
signed the Annual Certificates as such.
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Appendix, INTRODUCTION to the Authentic Collection of the STATUTES.
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CHAP. L

SecT. L—Of the former Printed Collections, Translations, and Abridgments of the Statutes.
SEcT. I1.—Plans heretofore proposed for an Authentic. Publication, or for the Revision of the Statutes.

R

SECT. I

Former Printed Collections, Trdnslations, and Abridgments of the Statutes.

AN Historical Enumeration and’ Description of antecedent Publications of the Statutes, will best contribute
to a right Understanding of the Necessity and Origin of the present Undertaking ; and of the Principles upon

which it has been planned and executed.

All the Publications in print of General Collections, Translations, and Abridgments of the Statutes, and of
the Acts of particular Sessions, which have been hitherto discovered, are specified in Two Catalogues subjoined

to this Introduction.

The Statute Rolls previous to the Beginning of the Reign of Henry VII. being sometimes in Latin and some-
times in French, and from that Time uniformly in English, the Printed Editions,” according to their several
Periods, contain the Statutes, either, 1st, In the Languages in which they.were respectively passed, proclaimed,

‘or printed ; during various Periods from the Time of Henry III. to the End of the Reign of Ric. I11. without
-any Translation: Or, 2dly, Translated for the whole or some Part of those Periods; and during ‘subsequent
-Periods in English: Or, 3dly, In Latin and in French respectively to the End of Edward 1v. or- Ric. III. in-
clusive, with or without a Translation; and in English from the Beginning of Ric. III. or of Hen. VII.

The earliest of the Printed Editions or Collections above referred to, is an Alphabetical Abridgment of Sta-
tutes, as well previous as subsequent to Edw. II1. in Latin and French, the latest Statute in which is 33 Hen. vI.
A.D. 1455. This is supposed to have been published before 1481,

Another very early Edition, but supposed to be later than the preceding, and to have been printed about
1482, is a Collection of the Statutes, not abridged, from 1 Edw. III. to 22 Edw. Iv. in Latin and French :
This and the preceding Article are attributed to the joint Labours of the Printers Lettou and Machlinia.

The Statutes passed in the only Parliament holden by Richard I11. were printed in French, by Caxton or
Machlinia, or both, soon after they were passed, this being the first Instance of a Sessional Publication. The
like Course was observed in the Reigns of Henry ViI. and Henry VIIL ; from which Time the Statutes appear
to have been regularly printed and published at the End of each Session.

The Collection printed by Pynson, probably about the Year 1497, 13 Hen. VIL but certainly before 1504,
19 Hen. ViI. contains the Statutes from 1 Edw. III. to 1 Richard I1I, inclusive, in Latin and in French respec-

tively ; and those from 1 to 12 Hen. VII. in English.

The small Edition of the Antiqua Statuta, first printed by Pynson in 1508, and afterwards frequently re-
printed, contains Magna Carta, Carta de Foresta, the Statutes of Merton, Marlbridge, Westminster 1. and 2.,
and other Statutes previous to 1 Edward III. in Latin and French respectively. These are the earliest printed

Copies now known of those Statutes.

The Abridgment of the Statutesin English, to 11 Hen. VIII translated and printed by John Rastall, is pre-
ceded by a Preface on the Propriety of the Laws being published in English. This appears to be the first
English Abridgment of the Statutes: and it helps to ascertain the Period when the Statutes were first * endited
¢ and written” in English; as the Preface ascribes that Measure to Henry vil. Subsequent English Abridg-
ments were published at various Times by Rastall and other Printers.

Various

o | - | ! o
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Various Editions of the Alphabetical Abridgment of the Statutes, above-mentioned as published before i481,
were from Time to Time printed ; enlarged by the Abridlgment of subsequent Statutes : : Of these thé Edition by
Owen, including the Statutes of 7 Hen. VIII.:was printed in 1521. ‘An-Appendix, containing the ‘Abridgment
of the Acts of the next ensuing Session,. 15 Hen. VIII. was printed in 1528, when a.Title was addéed. These
Collections form an Exception to the general Description of the Edition of the Statutes ; for not only the Statutes
previous to and in the Relgn of Ric. IIL are abridged in Latin or Frénch, but the Abrldgment of the Statutesof
Hen. vII. and Hen, VIIL.is-in French, although they.were ongmally passed and pnnted in Enghsh

In 1531 Berthelet printed an Edition of the Anthua Statuta, similar to the Editions by Pynson, with some
Additions. In 1532 Berthelet also printed a Collection of the Statutes previous to 1- Edw. III. not inclided in
the Antiqua Statuta. This Collection he.intituled ¢ Secunda Pars Veterum Statutorum,” and it- is always so

- distinguished : It was frequently reprinted. . The Statutes contained in 1t are in French and Latin respectively.

Neither in the Antiqua Statuta by Pynson, nor in the Secunda Pars Veterum Statutorum, were the Contents
arranged with any Chrouvological Accuracy: In the Antiqua Statuta the Two Charters, and the’ Statutes of
Merton, and Marlbridge, and Westminster 1 and 2, are placed first, and the other Matters follow in a very
confused Manner. No better Order is preserved in the Secunda Pars. These Two Parts of the Vetera Statuta
were frequently reprinted together. ~ The Edition of them by Tattell in 1556 is the most known : This varies
from Pynson’s and Berthelet’s, in some Readings of the Text of ‘the Statutes; and it is enlarged by the Addition
of ¢ certain Statutes with other needful Things taken out of old Copies examined by the Rolls,” printed at the
End of the First Part.” ; Editions by Tottell in 1576 and 1587, ‘and*later Editions by various Printers, insert
only a partial Selectionof Antient Statutes, with further various Readmgs and add some modern'Statutes. On
a Comparison, made for. the Purpose of ascertaining the Fact, there is reason to conclude that the Copy used
by Lord Coke in his Second Institute was that of 1587.

The earliest Printed Translation, not abridged, of the Charters, and of several Statutes previous to 1 Edw. I11.
appears t6 have been made by Ferrers, a Member of Parliament, from the Editions of the Vetera Statuta and
Secunda Pars before noticed. It ‘was " first printed in 1534, and contains the greatest Part, but not all, of the
Matters included in those' Editions,  but ‘does not arrange them in' Chronological Order. 'In 1540 and 1 542,

~other Ldluons of this Trans]atlon were publlshed with some Amendments and "Additions.
FO T

In 1543, The Statutes in Enghsh from the Time of Henry 11 to 19 Hen.. V1L mclusnve, chronologically
arranged, were printed by Berthelet in one Volume. Folio. - It has not been satisfactorily ascertained that any
complete chronological Series of the Statutes from Magna Carta to 1 Edw. 111, either in their original Language,
or in English, or that any Translation of the Statutes from 1 Edw. IIL. to 1 Henry VIL had.been published
previous to this' Edition by Berthelet ; though some Books refer to Editions by Berthelet as of 1529 and 1540.
It appears probable that the Translatlon in this Edition by Berthelet was made from the small Editions of the
Vetera Statuta and Secunda Pars, and from Pynson’s Edition of the Nova Statuta 1 Edw. 1L to 1 Ric. 111
inclusive. : This Edition ‘contains some Translations, particularly of the Dictum de Kenilworth, not included in
either of :the Editions of Ferrer’s Translations: With respect to the others previous to 1 Edw. III it agrees in
general with the  Second- Edition of Ferrer's Translation ; and Cay, in'the Prefice to his  Edition of the Statutes,
conjectures ‘that the Whole of the Translation in this Edition was made by Ferrers. No Translation of the
Statuta Wallie 12 Edw. 1.is given either by Ferrers or in any subsequent Edition : Several other Statutes also
have been always printed- without Translations. ' ’

-« The Great Boke of Statutes” commences with 1 Edw. 1I1. and ends with 34 Hen. viIL. -Itis entu'ely in
English. * It appears to have been published at different Times, in separate Parts ; and it seems not unlikely that
the ealhest Part may have been published previous to the English Edition prmted by Berthelet in 1543, from
which it differsin some Particulars : Of such Difference one Insbance is the Insertion of Cap. 7. of 2 Ric. II.
Stat. 1. respecting Pope Urban, which is omitted in Berthelet 1543 and subsequent Editions ;. from whence it
seems probable that this Part was published before the severe Prohibitions, by the Acts of Hen. VIII. against
acknowledging the Papal Power. , L ‘ _ . .-

" William Rastall (or Rastell) who in 1557 published his first Edition of a Collection of all the Statutes which
were before that Year imprinted, was a Serjeant at Law ; and was made a Judge in 1558. In this Collection
the Statutes are distributed under apt Titles in Alphabetical Order, the Preambles for the most Part being
omitted, and a brief Mention only made of such Statutes as were expired or repealed, or of a private or local
Nature. Itgives all the Statutes to the End of Richard 111 in Latin or in French, as they were at first published ;
and all the subsequent Statutes in” English. The same Collection, having the Statutes prior to Henry VII.
translatéd into English, instead of being inserted in their original Language, was printed about 1579, and

545. Aa reprinted
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reprinted very fréquently afterwards, until 1621. In these successive Editions, the Ne.w Statutes were from
Time to Time abridged, and inserted under their proffer Titles. The Translation contained in this Collection

to have been executed with superior Care and Industry ; where it borrows from foregoing Versions, it
.occasionally amends what was faulty : Translations are inserted in it of some Matters not before translated ; of
others, Translations entirely new and more faithful are given ; and the Whole was sedulously revised from Time
to Time; the later Editions, particularly those of 1591 and 1603, correcting Errors which had escaped Notice
in the earlier Editions. Rastall died in 1565, and it is not known by whom these English Editions of the
Collection bearing his Name, were prepared or edited. :

The Edition of the Statutes in English, by Barker, in Two Volumes Folio, frequently bound up in one, ending
with 29 Eliz. the Title to which affords the earliest Instance of the Term “ Statutesat Large,” agrees in general,
as to the Statutes previous to 1 Hen. VII with the English Edition by Berthelet in 1543.

After the Edition of Rastall’s Collection in English in 1579, it does not appear that any of the Statutes from
1 Edw. 111. to 1 Hen. VII. were printed in Latin or French, until some of them were so printed in the Edition

by Hawkins in 1735.

The English Edition 1618, which in the Title-page is said to contain all the Acts at any Time extant in
Print until 16 Jac. I. published by the King’s Printers, Norton dnd Bill, in Two Volumes large Folio, is usually
called ¢ Rastall’s Statutes :” although the Editor of the Collections before noticed, had been long deceased.
'The latest Acts inserted in this Edition are of 7 Jac. I. being the last Session preceding the Publication.. The
Translation of the Statutes previous to Hen. VII. does not follow the improved Translation adopted in the
Editions of Rastall’s Collection in English ; it agrees with the Translations of Berthelet 1543, and Barker ‘
1587 ; except that it is not so correctly printed. ' ,

In the same Year 1618, a Collection, in English, of sundry Statutes frequent in Use, ending with 7 Jac. 1.
was published by Pulton. Several Statutes, not included in the Edition called Rastall’s 1618, are for the first
Time translated in this Edition, and are so noted to be in the Preface; the most important of these are,
Ordinatio pro Statu Hibernie, as of 17 Edw. 1. but being, in Fact, of 17 Edw. 1I. ;—Ordinatio Foreste,
34 Edw. 1. ;—De Asportatis Religiosorum, 35 Edw. I.;—De Terris Templariorum, 17 Edw. 11. Several
subsequent Editions of this Collection were printed after the Death of Pulton: Those of 1635 and 1640 are
remarkable for giving the progressive Answers to the Petition of Right, 3 Car. I. and the King’s Speech on
pronouncing the Assent, “ Soit droit fait come il est desiré :” which are not contained in any other General
Collections, though they were printed by Authority in the Sessional Publication of the Statutes of that Year.

As this English Edition by Pulton has been much copied by subsequent Editors of the Statutes, it deserves
particular Notice. , ‘

~ The Original Edition, published in 1618, contained many Corrections of the then existing Translation, by
rendering it more conformable to the Records in the Tower ; and further Corrections were from Time to Time
made in the subsequent Editions : But several Errors and Inconsistencies were suffered to remain, in consequence
of the Translation following the old Printed Copies of the Latin and French Text, which frequently differ from
those Records. Some of the Corrections made in the various Editions of the English Collection called Rastall’s,
were indeed adopted ; but several Matters translated in Rastall’s English Collection, are not included in Pulton’s,
particularly several of the Statutes of uncertain Date, usually classed together after the Reign of Edw. II
A Change of Phraseology also is occasionally made in Pulton, not always to the Improvement of the Translation.
Titles are put at the Heads of the several Chapters, which are in fact intended as Abridgments of their
Contents, and which were not given in former Editions to the Chapters of any Statute previous to Edw. Iv.:
though in the Chronological Table of Statutes subjoined to Rastall’s Collection, Titles of a similar Kind occur
from the Beginning of the Reign of Edward 11I. Several Parts or Chapters of the Statutes subsequent to
1 Edw. 1II aré omitted, and only noticed by the Titles or Abridgments.

From 1618 to 1735 the great Body of the Statutes continued to be published entirely in English ; but the
small Collections of the Statutes previous to 1 Edw. III. in French and Latin, were frequently reprinted tiil after
1618, and these were succeeded by the Collection in Lord Coke’s Second Institute. The Editions bearing the
Name of Pulton were continued from Time to Time from 1618 to 1670 ; the lastby Manby, who had previously
edited the Statutes passed in the Time of Car. I. and Car. II. ’ '

. Duririg the Usurpation partial Collections of Acts for different Series of Years were published, from 1646 to
1654 ; and an authentic Collection by Scobell, the Clerk of the Parliament, from 1640 to 1656. After the
Restoration, Editions of the Statutes Car. 1. and Car. I1. were published by the King’s Printers and others.

In
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In 1676 Keble’s Edition of the Statutes at Large, ending with 27 €ar. II. was published by the King’s
Printers, “ carefully examined by the Rolls of Parliament.” This Edition is in many instances more correct,
as to the Statutes subsequent to Hen. VII. than the Editions by Barker or Pulton, or that called Rastall's 1618:
It was from Time to Time reprinted, and continued by additional Volumes. The Translation of the Statutes
previous to Henry VII. contained in all the Editions called Keble’s, was copied from the latest Edition of Pulton.:

The Edition of the Statutes by Serjeant Hawkins, published in 1735 in Six Volumes Folio, ending with
7 Geo. II. contains the respective Latin and French Texts of most of the Statutes to 8 Edw. 1v. with Trans-
lations of such as had been before translated, and as appeared to him to be in force or use : Of some of these
Statutes a Translation only is given, without the original Text: Of the Statutes and parts of Statutes consi-
dered by him as obsolete, or which are expired or repealed, the original Text is given without a Translation,
and occasionally an Abridgment without either the Text or Translation. From his Preface he seems not to
have been aware that the early Statutes had ever been printed in Latin or French, in any Collection except the
Second Institute of Lord Coke; and he gives the Text from the Statute Rolls in the Tower, from antient
‘Manuscripts, or from the Second Institute ; all in many Instances varying from the earliest Printed Editions.
An Appendix is subjoined to the Sixth Volume, containing the Text of some of the more antient Statutes,
which are omitted, or of which Translations only are given in the Body of the Work ; “ together with some
“ antient Records of Statutes omitted in the Statute Roll, but entered in other Parliamentary Records.” Upon
the Subject of the Translation, Hawkins thus expresses himself in his Preface: “ It was proposed to make a
“ new Translation of the French and Latin Statutes, and it must be owned that there are some mistakes in the
“ old Translation ; but it having, by its long Use, obtained a kind of prescriptive Authority, and seeming for
“ the most Part to bave been done with greater Learning and Accuracy than can be expected from any modern
'“ Hand, willing to undertake a Work of such Difficulty, and it being easy for the Reader to correct the Mis-
“ takes in it by the Help of the Original, it was judged miost proper to retain it.”

, Cay’s Edition of the Statutes, published in 1758, in Six Volumes Folio, ending with 30 Geo. II. is very
much upon the Plan of Hawkins’s Edition, with the following Additions : In cases where the Statutes are
printed from the Statute Rolls in the Tower, the Numbers of the respective Membranes of the Rolls are quoted ;
and in other Cases the several Manuscript Authorities from which they are printed, are distinctly cited. The
Latin and French Text respectively of several Statutes prior to Edw. 11I. and the French Text of the Statutes
23 Hen. V1.5 12, 14, 17, and 22 Edw. 1v. which had been omitted by Hawkins, are given from Manuscripts,
Several Instruments, not included in the previous Editions by Hawkins, Pulton, and others, are inserted from
the early Printed Copies, and some Matters not contained in any former Edition of the Statutes, are printed
from the Parliament Rolls. The Translation of the Statutes previous to Hen. VIL. is the same as Keble's and
Pulton’s : In his Preface, Cay attributes the whole of that Translation to George Ferrers, in the Time of
Hen. vIIL and speaks thus of it : “ Itis not a good one, and the Mistakes in it are very numerous and consi-
¢ derable: It has often been desired that a new Translation should be made; but as this has been used far
“ some Ages, not only by the Public in general, but even by the Parliament, and many Statutes are recited in
‘¢ subsequent Acts in the Words of this Translation, it seems to be too much authenticated for an Editor to
“ presume to reject it.” '

The Editions by Hawkins and Cay were for some Time continued by several Volumes contalmng the Statutes
of subsequent Y ears, _ .

In 1762 was printed the First Volume of an Edition of the Statutes at Large, which was completed in 1763,
by Ruffhead, in Nine Volumes Quarto, ending with the Statutes of 4 Geo. 11I. In this Edition is included all
that was comprehended in Cay's. Several Matters, however, which by Cay were inserted in the Body of his
Work, were printed by Ruffhead in an Appendix subjoined to the Ninth Volume; and in this Appendix are
also introduced some Acts of Henry VII. and of subsequent Reigns, taken from former Printed Copies, - and
also from the Parliament Rolls, and the Inrolments of Acts in Chancery. This Edition was reprinted in 1769,
&c. and has been regularly continued from Time to Time by Volumes containing the Statutes of subsequent
Years.

Pickering’s Edition of the Statutes at Large, -in Twenty-three Volumes Octavo, ending with the Statutes
1 Geo. 111. was printed at Cambridge, and published at various Times between 1762 and 1766. A Twenty-
fourth Volume, containing the Preface and Index, was published in 1769. This Edition contains the same
Matters, and for the most part, in the same Order, as Cay’s Edition ; with the Addition of the Statutes after~
wards passed, and also of some Instruments and Translations from former Printed Copies, and other Sources,
which, ¢ though deemed antiquated,” were added “ on account of their Public or Constitutional Importance.”
In an Appendix subjoined to the Twenty-third Volume, some of the Matters are inserted which are contained
in Ruffhead’s Appendix. This Edition also has been regularly continued by subsequent Volumes published
from Time to Time. o .
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* Tt should be observed, that the-Matters for the first Time introduced by Hawkins, Cay, Ruffhead and Pick-
ering respectively, are few in Numbér ; and that some of them are clearly not entitled .to. the Character of
Statutes. - It is evident also that Ruffhead and Pickering took, each, Advantage of the Circumstance of their
.Editions being in the course of Publication during the same Period ; and that, in the Insertion of new Matters,
they by turns borrowed from each other. '

.- Neither Hawkins, Cay, Ruffhead, nor Pickering, take’any Notice of the French Text of the Statutes of
Richard 111. which have been stated by some Writers to have been originally- in English ; whereas the Editions
‘of the Nova Statuta by Pynson, Rastall’s Collection, and the Sessional Publication of the Statutes of Richard 111.
-prove that the Statutes of that Reign were originally published in French : although, in and after the Reign of
.Henry vi.many Bills, in the Form of Acts, are entered on the Parliament Roll in English. 3

The Translation now chiefly in use; which was first inserted in Pulton's Edition 1618, and thence copied,
‘with a few Corrections, into subsequent Editions, and afterwards into those of Keble, Hawkins, Cay, Ruffhead,
and Pickering successively, does not answer wholly, either to the Text as given from the Records or Manuscripts,
or to the Text of any of the old Printed Lditions; the Translation having been in part altered by Pulton and
‘other Editors to suit it to the Text, as taken from the Record, and beingin part suffered by them to remain, as
in the earliest Editions, without making the Alterations necessary to remedy Errors, which were ‘equally repug-
nant to the old Printed Copies and to the Record. Throughout the whole Translation also Sentences are

_ frequently inserted or omitted, contrary to the Authority of the Latin or French Text, as given from the Record

‘or Manuscript, in the opposite Column of the Book; and the Translation, thus varying from'the Text of the
Record or Manuscript, is sometimes consistent with, and cometimes contrary to,'the old Printed Copies, which
are not at all noticed. . '

Many palpable Errors and Omissions have been allowed to remain without Notice in all the Translations.
Corrections, comparatively very few in number, were silently made in the Progress of the Editions called Pulton’s
and Keble’s. Those made from Time to Time in Rastall’s English Collection were numerous and important,
but they have not been fully adopted in any Editions of the Statutes at Large. The Suggestions of Corrections
by Notes in the Margin of Cay’s Edition are very rare, comparatively with the numerous Errors actually
existing ; but the Number of these Suggestions was somewhat increased in the Edition by Ruffhead, though
not to any considerable Extent. The like Observations apply to Pickering’s Edition ; respecting which, how-
ever, it is material to notice, that of many of the obsolete, expired, or repealed Statutes, or Parts of Statutes, a
Translation only is given by Pickering, from the Edition by Pulton and that called Rastall’s 1618, with some
Amendments, while the Latin or French Text, or- an “Abridgment in English, is- given in the Editions by

- Hawkins, Cay, and Ruffhead. ‘ _ -

- Upon the whole it is ascertained, That no complete Collection has ever been printed containing all the Matters
which at different Times, and by different Editors, have been published as Statutes. The earliest Editions of entire
Statutes were printed at the latter End of the Fifteenth Century, and began with the Statutes of Edward III. in
their original Language: The Statutes of Henry 111. Edw. 1. and Edw. I1. were not printed entire until the Be-
ginning of the Sixteenth Century, and then in small Collections by themselves in their original Language ; and
none of these Printed Copies quote any Record or Manuscript as an’ Authority for the Text which they exhibit.
Later Editions of the Statutes, which combine the Period previous to Edward 111. with that of Edward I11. and
subsequent Kings, omit the original Text of the Statutes previous to Henry VII.; giving Translations only of
those Statutes and the subsequent Statutes in English : And the most modern Editions which, in some-Instances,
insert the original Text of the Statutes previous to Richard III. from the Statute Roll and antient Manuscripts,
omit the Translation of many Parts of them, and in other Instances give a Translation without the Text; and also
omit many Actsin the Period subsequent to Hen. vi1. Further, it is to-be observed, that the several Printed Fdi-
tions differ materially from each other in the Text of the Statutes previous to Hen. V111 The Copy of the Statute
of Gloucester, 6 Edw. I. in the Editions printed by Tottell in 1556 and 1587, and by Lord Coke- in his Second
Institute, varies most materially not only from that in the earlier Printed” Editions by Pynson-in 1508 and 1 514,
and by Berthelet in 1531, but also from that in the Edition by Marshe in 1556, the same Year in which the First
Edition by Tottell was printed. The Copy of this Statute printed by Hawkins from the Statute Roll in the Tower
varies as well from those printed by Tottell and Lord Coke,{as from those by Pynson, Berthelét, and Marshe,
This Instance.is mentioned, as.the.Statute of Gloucester is the-earliest now existing on any Statute Roll. Mdny
other Instances occur, even in Cases where -the Necessity of Correctness was most peculiarly requisite :* Such
are the antient Statutes, relating to the Assize of Bread, the Composition of Weights and Measures, and the
Measuring of Land : In all these the Calculations in the several Printed Copies vary from each other, and are all
incorrect, some in one. Particular, some in another. It may be noted; moreover, that many verbal Variations occur
between the several Editions which appear essentially to agree with each other. Thus the C opies in Tottell 1556,
1587, and the Second Institute, though generally accordant, are not precisely-so; and the same Observation
applies to the Editions by Pynson, Barthelet, and Marshe. These verbal Variations may be said to be innumerable,

and
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and though for the most Part minute, they are occasionally important. After the Commeneement of the Reign
of Edward I11. a greater Degree of Correctness and Uniformity prevail; but so late as the Reign of Henry vIr.
some Instances of material Variation continue to be met with. The Acts of Richard III. were printed in French,
first by Caxton, and afterwards in Pynson’s Edition of the Statutes from the Commencement of the Reign of
Edw. 111. : In the Editions by Berthelet, Barker, and others, these Acts of Ric. Iil. were printed in English,
agreeing in Substance with the French Text: But in the Editions by Pulton and subsequent Editors, there are
essential Variances in the Translation, not only from-the Sense of the French Text, but also from the former
English Editions: And even of the Statutes of Heury VILI., though always printed in English, the Copies in the
Editions by Pulton and subsequent Editors, “differ in several"Instances from those in the earlier Printed

Collections.

~ It is moreover-ascertained, That no one complete printed Translation of all the Statutes previous to Hen: VII.
exists : Some,; which are omitted from Berthelet 1 543, and. the other early Editions, including that called
Rastall’s 1618, are inserted in Pulton 1618, and in Editions since published : On the contrary, several Parts of
the Statutes-from 1 Edw. 11I. to 1 Hen. VIL Translations of which are inserted in Berthelet, Rastall, and other
Editions, are omitted, and merely Abridgments thereof given, in Pulton and subsequent Editions. All the
Statutes therefore which have been hitherto translated ¢an be found only by uniting Pulton 1618 and Rastall
1618, together with Rastall’s English Collection, and the English Editions by Berthelet, Middleton, and Barker.
Many Errors and Inconsistencies occur in.all the Translations, resulting either from Misinterpretation, or from
improper Omissieps or Insertions ; and there are many anitent Statutes of which no Translation has ever yet

been printed. -
SECT. II.

Plans heretofore propesed for an Authentic Publication, or Jor the Revision, of the Statutes. |

NO Complete and Authentic Edition of the Statutes has hitherto been undertaken by»Authority; nor has
the Design itself ever been’suggested, simply, and without Connection with other Schemes of Reformation

or Improvement.

‘A general Revision of the Statute Law -has been often recommended from the Throne, and has .been
petitioned for by both Houses of Parliament; it has engaged the Labours of successive Committees, and has
been undertaken by Individuals sometimes with, and sometimes- without, the Sanction of Royal or. Parlia- _
mentary Authority ; but has never yet been carried forward to any Degree of Maturity. D -

“In Queen’ Elizabeth’s Reign, A. D. 1557, Sir N. Bacon, Lord Keeper, drew.up a short Plan for reducing,
ordering, and printing the Statutes of the Realm. The following are the Heads of this Plan: “ First, where
“ many Lawes be made for one Thing, the same are to be reduced and established into one Lawe, and the
“ former to be abrogated.—Item, where there is but one Lawe for one Thing, that these Lawes are to remain in
¢ Case as they be.—Item, that all the Actes be digested into Titles, and printed according to the Abridgement of
“ the Statutes. —Item, where Part of one Acte standeth in force and another Part abrogated, there should be
“ no more printed but that that standeth in force.—The doing of these Things maie be committed the Persons
‘ hereunder written, if it shall so please her Ma®™ and her Counsell, and Daye wolde be given to the Com-
‘ mittees until the First Daie of Michaelmas Terme next coming for the doing of this, and then they gre to
¢ declare their Doings, to be considered of by such Persons as it shall please her Ma™ to appoint.” Then
follow Lists. of Twenty Committees of Four each,.in which the Judges, Serjeants, Attorney and Solicitor
General, &c. are named : One Judge, &c. and Three Counsel forming a Comimittee, to each of which it was
. proposed that a Title or Division of the Statute Law should be referred.

The Subject was afterwards taken into Consideration, so far as related to the Penal Laws, at subsequent
Periods in the Reign of the same Queen, viz. Anno 27, A.D. 1585.—Anno 35, A.D. 1593.—Anno 39 & 40,
/A.D. 1597.—Anno 43, A.D. 1601.—In the Proceedings in 1593 and 1597 Sir Francis Bacon took part, and
‘upon them he appears. to have founded his Sketch or Plan of a General Revisal of the Statute Law.—King
James the First, upon his Accession to the Throne of England, 1603-4, and in subsequent Periods of his Reign,
recommended also to Parliament a Reform of all the Statute Law, and of the Penal Laws in particular.

Inthe Year 1610 a Digest and Repeal of the Penal Laws was expressly stipulated for by the House of Commons,
and acceded to by the House of Lords, - in their joint Transaction of the Great Contract with the Crown ; and in
the same Reign Sir Francis Bacon, Lord C. J. Hobart, Serjeant Finch, Mr. Noy, and others, by the King’s Com-
mand, made considerable Progress in the general Work of reforming and re-compiling the Statute Law, which
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appointing Commissioners to examine and establish Ecclesiastical Laws, that Commissioners be named by both

- Houses for this Purpose also, with Power not to conclude, but only to prepare and propound the Matter to

Parliament.

~ In the British Museum is preserved a Manuscript Volume containing the Plan of an elaborate Report,
particularising the several Statutes, from the Statute of Westminster the First, 3 Ed. I to 7. Jac. I. 1609, then
actually repealed or expired, and also the Statutes thought fit either to be absolutely repealed, or to be repealed
and new Laws to be made in their Place. Possibly this may be the very Work spoken of by Sir Francis Bacon.
It is drawn up as by Authority, with detailed Reasons for every proposed Measure ; but it is not signed by, or
addressed to, any one. A Table is subjoined to it, exhibiting the Result of the Report.

Among the Papers of Mr. Petyt,in the Inner Temple Library, isa Letter of Lord Bacon’s, dated 27th February
1608, which shows that he had the Advantage of using for his proposed Plan a Manuscript Collection of the
Statutes, made with great Labour by Mr. Michael Heneage, Keeper of the Tower Records, in Five large Volumes,
which it is feared has been lost. Lord Bacon’s Disgrace at the latter Period of the Reign of King James 1. and
the Distractions of the Government in what related to Parliament, were probably the Causes of the Failure of
these Measures, and of the' Silence that ensues respecting them in Parliamentary History.

During the Usurpation the same Undertaking was resumed with Ardour. In 1650 a Committee was named,
one of the Members whereof was Bulstrode Whitelock, then First Lord Commissioner for the Custody of the
Great Seal : The Purpose was ‘to revise all former Statutes and Ordinances now in force, and consider as
“ well which are fit to be continued, altered, or repealed, as how the same may be reduced into a compendious
“ Way and exact Method, for the more Ease and clearer Understanding of the People.” And the Committes
were empowered ¢ to advise with the Judges, and to send for and to employ and call to their Assistance therein
“ any other Persons whom they should think fit, for the better effectmg thereof, and to prepare the same
¢ for the further Consideration of the House, and to make Report thereof.” But no such Report has been

preserved.

In 1651-2, Matthew Hale, Esquire, afterwards Lord Chief Justice Hale, Sir Anthony Ashley Cooper,
afterwards Lord Shaftesbury, and Rushworth, the Author of the Historical Collections, with other Persons out
of the House, were appointed to report to the Committee their Opinions upon the Inconveniences of the Law ;
and a revised System of the Law was reported to the House in the Course of the same Year. The same
Labour was afterwards transferred to other Hands, but the Work was not abandoned ; and in 1653 a Committee
was appointed to consider of a new Model or Body of the Law. But of this Committee no Proceedings are

now discoverable.

. After the Restoration, Finch, Solicitor General, afterwards Earl of Nottingham and Lord Chancellor, Serjeant
Maynard, Sir Robert Atkins, Mr. Prynne, and others, were appointed in 1666, to be a Committee “ to confer
“ with such of the Lords, the Judges, and other Persons of the Long Robe, who have already taken Painsand
* made Progress in perusing the Statute Laws; and to consider of repealing such former Statute Laws as they
* shall find necessary to be repealed ; and of Expedients for reducing all Statute Laws of one Nature under
“ such a Method and Head as may conduce to the more ready Understanding and better Execution of such
“ Laws.” This, however, was as ineffectual as any of the former Measures ; and it is the last recorded Instance
of the Interference of Parliament on the Subject, previous to those Proceedings which gave Rise to the Com-
missidns under the Authority whereof the present Work has been executed.

The earliest Instance of the Exertions of any Individual, without the Sanction of Parliamentary Authority,
towards making a Collection of Statutes from authentic Sources, appears to have been afforded by Pulton.—He
was a learned Barrister, of great Age and Experience, and was employed for several Years in the Consideration
of the Statute Law. He published two useful Books upon that Subject First, an Abridgment of the Penal
Statutes; and afterwards a Calendar or Abstract of all the Statutes in use, chronologically arranged ; together
with an alphabetical Abridgment of them, in the Manner of Rastall's Collection. He appears to have been
encouraged and assisted in his first Work by Sir William Cordell, then Master of the Rolls, to whom it is
dedicated ; various Editions of this were published from 1560 to 1577. His Calendar, first published about
1606, is distinguished by the following Expression in the Title-page; viz.  Editum per mandatum Domini Regis.”
But nothing else, either in the Book or elsewhere, has been found to confer any Marks of Royal Authority upon
the Contents of the Book. After the Publication of these Works, without any public Patronage or Recom-
mendation beyond a Permission to use the Records, he conceived the Plan of copying from their original
Records, and printing for general Use, all the Statutes supposed to be in force.

This Plan it will be useful to state at length: And this we are enabled to do by thie Preservation of the

Papers coutaining his original Scheme, among Sir Robert Cotton’s Manuscripts in the British Museum. Inone
' of
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of these Papers the Design is set forth: It is indorsed, in & Hand frequent among the Cottonian Manuscripts,
“ Concerning Mr. Pulton’s Suite;” and has no other Title, Mark, or Description at the Beginning or End ;
though by another Article referring to it, there is Proof of its Date being in or previous to 1611. * Mr. Poulton
 seeketh to print the Statutes at Large. He promiseth to set down which: Statutes or Parts of Statutes are
#. repealed, and which, being at the first but temporary, are since expired and void, because not revived. This
““ he hath already done in his late Abridgment, for which he had a Recompence of the Printer. . Now, to make
“ this new Book at large saleable, he promiseth to print.the Statutes first in the Language the same were first
“ written; and such as were originally in French  or Latin, he will translate and print likewise in English.
“ Where the Statute has no Title, he will devise a Title out of the Body, and print it with the Statute. He
“ will set down which Statutes are warranted by the Record, and which not. He will correct the printed Book
“ by the Record. For which Purpose he requireth free Access at all Times to the Records in the Tower,
“ Being very aged, viz. almost Fourscore, he desireth that for his Ease and better enabling in his Work, the
“ Keeper of the Records within the Tower of London may every Day deliver unto him, when he shall so
‘ require, One Parliament Roll, to be by him and his Clerk perused and viewed, in a Lodging which he hath
“ taken near unto the said Office; the same afterwards to be redelivered by them to the sald Keeper thereof.

~ “ That the Clerk do help, further, and assist him in this Service by all the Means he can.’

" Several Objections to the Prosecution of this Plan were made by Bower and Elsynge, Keepers of the Tower
Records; among others, that they and their Predecessors had actually prepared Materials for the Work in
question, and that they then had ready written Five Volumes of Statutes copied from the Records. These were
perhaps the Volumes alluded to in Lord Bacon’s Letter before mentioned. The Dispute between the Parties
was continued for some time: But there remains among the Cottonian Manuscripts a Draught of an Award for
its Determination by Sir Robert Cotton himself, to whom they referred their Differences; and from a Paper in
the British Museum, among the Manuscripts of Mr. Madox, it appears, that an Order of Council passed on the
24th of October 1611, granting Licence to Pulton to have the Use of the Reeords in the Manner asked. It
recites that he undertook the Work by Persuasion of the Judges and others learned in the Laws, and requires
the- Keepers of the Records, on account of the Importance of the Work, and for the Benefit of the Learned, to
assist and further him all they can. :

Pulton lived to publish this proposed Edition in 1618 ; which is the Work already spoken of as' Pulton’s
English Statutes. In his Preface, after noticing the Redundancies of former Editions, containing Subsidy Acts
and other Acts “ expired, repealed, altered, and worn out of Use,” and his Intention to publish such only
‘¢ which be now in Life, Foree, and general Use,”’- he gives the following Statement of the Means he had em-
ployed in compiling his Collection.

¢« First, with as great Means, Care, and Industry, as pOSSIbly I could use, so many of the old Statutes hereto-
“ fore printed in the English Tongue, made and published in the Relgns of the first Ten Kings (accounting
“ from g of Hen. IT. unto 1 of Ric. Il inclusive), as be chiefly in Use“and Practice, and which are the
“ Foundation of Proceedings both legal and judicial, have been by me truly and sincerely examined by the
“ original Records thereof remaining in the Tower of London ; and the Residue with the Register of Writs,
“ being the most antient Book of the Law, the old and new Natura Brevium, the Books of Entries, the Books
¢ of Years, and Terms of the Law ; the-best approved, printed, and written Books; and by all such other
* Circumstances as might best give Probability of Truth unto the Learned. By reason whereof, the foresaid
“ Defects, Imperfections, and Emblemishments being reformed in this Edition, as it id a Collection of the most
“ usual Laws, gathered from out the grand Codex of all the Statutes, so it may serve as a Correction to the
“ former Impressions.”

The Defects of - Pulton’s Publication, as a general Collection of Statutes, are chiefly these : 1st, As to the
Statutes preceding Hen. VIL it is a Translation in English, and does not exhibit the Text in the original
Language of the Records, as might have been ‘expected from his Proposal: 2dly, Though it had the Per-
mission, it had not the Authority of the King, by whom all Acts of Legislation are to be communicated to the
Subject ; and was only the private Work of an Individual for his own Benefit: 3dly, It is a partial Selection of
such Statutes as in the Judgment of the Author were fittest to appear in his Book ; their Authority and Use,
whether in force or repealed, depending on his Opinion : 4thly, It is not, nor does it purport to be, a correct
and examined Copy from the Original Records, of all those Acts which are given at large; but of such only as
the Author thought necessary so to examine and correct : And it is left uncertain, which, and how many of
them, were taken from printed or written Books. It has, therefore, though in a less Degree, the same Faults
as all the Collections and Editions of Statutes printed before; and it was particularly unfortunate that the
Author did not execute that Part of his Proposals which made their greatest Merit, namely, the giving an
accurate Copy of the original Text of the antient Statutes from the Record.
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" These Objections are no less applicable to the ‘Editions by Hawkins and Cay, as falling short of the
Character of a complete and authentic Collection of the Statutes. They professed indeed to have copied their
Text frem Original Records, or other Manusctipts, in Latin and French ; but by printing some Statutes-and parts
of Statutes, with the Translation, and some without it, and giving only a Translation of others, they have ren-
dered their Editions liable to still further Objections, for which no subsequent Editor has hitherto attempted to
offer a Remedy : .

F rom tbe preceding Statement, the Necessnty and Use of an Authentic Publication of the Statutes of the
Realm will appear : for, although the Defects of all former Collections have been long complained of by learned
and eminent Men, and although various Propositions have been offered at different Times, for an - Authentic
Publication of the Statutes, none such has yet been executed. At length, however, a Select Committee, ap-
pointed by the House of Commons of Great Britain in the Year 1800, to inquire into the State of the Public
Records of the Kingdom, having reported upon this Branch of the Matters referred to their Consideration, that
in their Opinion, it was * highly expedient for the Honour of the Nation, and the Benefit of all His Majesty’s
“ Subjects, that a complete and authoritative Edition of all the Statutes should be published ;” in pursuance of
their Recommendation the present Work has been undertaken and executed, under the Authority and Direc-
tion of Commissioners specially appointed by His Majesty to carry into Effect the several Measures which
were by that Committee recommended to the- Attention of Parliament,”

- CHAP. 1L .
Of Tue CHARTERS prefired to this Collection of the Statutes.

A SeriEs of the CHARTERS oF THE L1BERTIES OF ENGLAND is prefixed to this Collection of The Statutes:
namely, CHarTERS oF LiBERTIES ; 1 HenryI. A.D. 1101 : 1 Stephen A.D.:1136: Of Stephen and Henry I1.
without Date: CuARTER for free Elections in Churches; 16 John A.D.1214: ArTicLES or Heads of Magna
Carta; 17John A.D.1215: MaeNa CarTa; 17John A.D.1215: 1 HenryIIl. A.D.1216; A.D.1217:
9 Henry 1. A.D. 1224-5: 36 Henry Ill. A.D. 1251-2: CArTA DE Foresta; 2 Henry I1I. A.D."1217:
o Henry 1. A.D..1224-5: And CHARTERS confirming Magna Carta and Carta de Foresta; 21 Hen. IIL
A.D.1236-7: 49 Hen. 11I. A.D.1264-5: 25Edw.1. A.D.1297: 28 Edw.1. A.D. 1300: 29 Edw. 1.
A.D. 1300-1.

Macna Carta and Carta DE ForEsTA, granted in the gth Year of King Henry III. have, in every Collec-
tion of Statutes which contained the Statutes previous to 1 Edw. III. been printed as the first in Order. In all
‘Editions previous to Hawkins’s, they were printed as from Charters of Inspeximus of 28 Edw. 1: By Hawkins
and subsequent Editors they were printed from the Charter of Inspeximus entered on the Statute Roll of
25 Edward 1: But in no Edition hitherto have they been printed immediately from any Charter of 9 Henry 111 ;
and it is not known that any Statute Roll of that Date ever existed. In the present Collection, these Charters
are inserted according to their place in the above Series, and are printed from Charters under the Great Seal :
They are also printed again amongst the Statutes 25, Edw. I from the Entry on the Statute Roll of that Year,
being the earliest Parliamentary Record upon which they have been found.

For the Purpose of examining all the Charters, and Authentic Copies and Entries thereof, and also of search-
ing for antient Copies and Entries of Statutes, and Instruments not now to be found on the Statute Roll, Two
Sub-Commissioners . were employed during the Summer of 1806, in making a Progress through England and
Ireland to every Place where it appeared from the Returns to the Record Committee of 1800, or from other
Intelligence, that any such Charters, Copies, or Entries were preserved: And Searches have been made suc-
cessively at every Cathedral in England which was known to possess any such Charters, Copies, or Entries;
and also at the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge ; at Trinity College, Dublin; at the Courts of Ex-
chequer, and other Public Offices in Dublin ; and wherever else Information could be obtamed on the Subject,
The Result, so far as relates to the Charters, may be thus briefly stated.

In Rochester Cathedral is preserved the Textus Rofenm This is a Chartulary, or Collection of Charters
and Instruments, complled by Ernulf, who was Bishop of Rochester from A.D. 1115to A.D. 1125. In this
Chartulary is an Entry of the Charterof Liberties, granted in the First Year of King Henry 1. A.D. 1101.

In Exeter Cathedral is preserved an original Charter granted in the First Year of King Stephen A.D.
1136, “ De Libertatibus Ecclesie Anglie & Regni.”

In
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—

In Canterbury Cathedral are several Chartularies or Registers, of very antient Date. In these are entered
.the Charter of King Stephen, of which an Original is in Exeter Cathedral, and the Charter of ‘King John,
granted in the Sixteenth Year of his Reign, for free Elections of Prelates, &c. in Churches and Monasteries.

In Lincoln Cathedral, an Original of the Great Charter of Liberties, granted by King John in the Seventeenth
Year of his Reign, is preserved in a perfect State. This Charter appears-to be of superior Authority to either of
‘the Two Charters of the same Date, preserved in the British Museum. From the contemporary - Indorsements
‘of the . Word Lincolnia on Two Folds of the Charter, this may be presumred to be the Charter transmitted by the
‘Hands of Hugh the then Bishop of Lincoln, who is one of the Bishops named in the Introductory Clause ; and
it is observable that several Words and Sentences are inserted in the Body of this Charter, which in both the
Charters preserved in the British Museum, are added, by way of Notes for Amendment, at the Bottom of the
Instrument. - : : -

In Durham Cathedral, several Charters of the Liberties of England are preserved with great Care ; namely,
Magna Carta, 12 Nov. 1 Hen. 111.—Carta de Foresta, 2 Hen. 111.——Magna Carta & Carta de Foresta, 9 Hen.TIL.
The Carta de Foresta, 2 Hen. IIL. is the earliest Charter of the Forest ; the Original and all Authentic Records
of which were supposed by Blackstone to be lost. It is remarkable that in this Original is inserted a Clause
which occurs in an Entry of this Charter on a Roll, formerly belonging to the Abbey of Hales Owen in Shrop-
shire, communicated to Blackstone by Lord Lyttelton ; and which is not inserted in the Carta de Foresta,
9 Hen. 111

" A Charter of the Date of 12 Nov. 1 Hen. 11I. was transmitted to Ireland ; and an Entry thereof is pre-
served in the Red Book of the Exchequer at Dublin. '

In several other Cathedrals are Chartularies, Registers, or Collections, of antient Date, containing Entries
of the Great Charters and Charters of the Forest. The most valuable of these are at York, Gloucester, and
Christ Church, Dublin.

The Magna Carta of 9 Hen. 111 under Seal, from which Blackstone printed a Copy in his Edition of The
Charters, and which he suggests was the Charter designed for the Use of the Knights or Military Tenants of
Wiltshire, is still preserved by the Family of the Talbots, of Lacock Abbey, in that County.

In the Bodleian Library at Oxford are Magna Carta, A. D. 1217; and the Charters of Confirmation,
21 Henry 111. and 29 Edward I. . -

In the British Museum is the Original of the Articuli Magne Carte under the Seal of King John, from which
Blackstone printed the Copy in his Edition of the Charters. Two of the Great Charters of King John, one of
36th Hen. 111. and the Charter of Confirmation granted by King Edward 1. at Ghent, in the 25th Year of his
Reign, are also preserved in the same Repository.

On the Statute Roll of 25 Edward 1. are entered Charters of Inspeximus of that Date, reciting and confirming
Magpa Carta & Carta de Foresta of 9 Henry III.  Entries of similar Charters dated 28 Ed. I. are made on
the Charter Rolls of that Year ; the only Difference between these several Charters of Inspeximus is, that those
of the 25th Year are tested by the King’s Son, and those of the 28th by the King himself. Original Charters
of Inspeximus of these respective Dates, agreeing with the Entries on the Statute and Charter Rolls, are still
in Existence. Of these Charters one of 25 Edw. I. confirming Magna Carta, is in the Town Clerk’s Office
London. Others of 28 Edw. I. confirming Magna Carta, are in the same Repository, as also in Durhan;
Cathedral, Westminster Collegiate Church, Oriel College Oxford, and in the Town Clerk’s Office at Appleby

in Westmoreland.” Others of the same Date, cenfirming Carta de Foresta, are in Durham Cathedral, and
Oriel College Oxford. : :

From these Materials, and others previously obtained, Transcripts and Collations were made and accurately
examined by the Sub-Commissioners. The Text of the several Charters inserted in the present Collection is
printed from these Transcripts ; an attentive and strict Collation of the printed Text with the Transcript, has
been made by one of the Sub-Commissioners, who himself assisted in making the Transcript, and in exam;nin

it with the Original ; and where an engraved Copy has been made of any Charter, the printed Text has also
been collated with such engraved Copy.

T!lis .Collection of.Charters will be found to differ from Blackstone’s Edition of the Charters, and other printed
Copies, in the following Par.ticulars : First, In exhibiting a complete Series of the Charters of Liberties, granted
by'the‘ngs o.f England ; in ?vhich their Original and Progress may be traced until their final and complete
Establishment in the Twenty-ninth Year of King Edward 1.—Secondly, In affording in every Instance a faithful

54{5. Cec Transcript
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Transcript from Original Charters or Entries thereof ; in Characters representing the Manuscript with its Con-
tractions or Abbreviations, so far as the same could be accomplished by Printing Types: Engraved Fac-Similes
are also subjoined, which have been made with great Care and Attention from several of the Charters; namely,
the Charter of Liberties granted by Stephen, in Exeter Cathedral ; the Articuli Magne Carte of John, in the
British Museum ; the Magna Carta of John, in Lincoln Cathedral; the Carta de Foresta, 2 Hen. 111. and the
Magna Carta, 9 Hen. 111, in Durham Cathedral ; the Entry of the Charter of Confirmation, 21 Hen. 111. on
the Charter Roll of that Year in the Tower of London; and the Charter of Inspeximus, 25 Edw. I. in the
Town Clerk’s Office, London.—Thirdly, In inserting the Stops or Points, which Blackstone omitted, but which
are justified by the Originals, and which are material to the Sense; and in avoiding many Errors, which had
crept into all prior Editions, even that of Blackstone himself, in consequence of the Transcripts and Examina-
tions being intrusted, at different Places, to different Persons not all equally competent to the Task, and from
the Collation of unauthenticated Manuscript Copies supposed to be of a Date much more antient than in Truth
they are.—Fourthly, In inserting Charters not before printed, viz. 1. The Charter of the Sixteenth Year of
King John, for the free Election of Prelates, &c. which is particularly adverted to in the Magna Carta granted
by that King: 2. The First Charter of the Forest, granted in the Second Year of Henry IIL. now preserved

_ in Durham Cathedral ; the Existence of which escaped the researches of Blackstone: 3. The Confirmation

Charter of 36 Hen. 11I. which accounts for some Alterations in the Charters of Inspeximus and Confirmation
of Magna Carta granted by Edw. I.: 4. The Charter of Inspeximus and Confirmation of Magna Carta, 25
Edw. 1. from the Original preserved in the Town Clerk’s Office, London ; being of the same Date as that en-
tered on the Statute Roll: The Authenticity of this last mentioned Charter is evinced peculiarly by the Writ
which is annexed to it ; and no other such Original Charter of this Date is now known to exist : 5. The Charter
of Inspeximus and Confirmation of Magna Carta, 28 Edw. I.: And, 6. The Charter of Inspeximus and Con-
firmation of Carta de Foresta, 28 Edw. I. ; both from the Charter Roll of that Year in the Tower of London.
From the Charters of Inspeximus, 25 and 28 Edw. 1. as entered on the Statute and Charter Rolls, Blackstone
gave only Various Readings as Notes to the Charters of 9 Hen. IIL. ; but did not print the Charters themselves
at length,

CHAP. III

SecTt. L—Of the Matters inserted in the Collection of THE STATUTES ; and their Arrangement.—
Secrt. II. Of the Sources from whence the several Matters have been taken.—Skect. III. Of the
Mode used in searching for, transcribing, collating, noting, and printing the Text of the Statutes.

Secrt. L.

Of the Matters inserted in this Collection of Statutes; and their Arrangement.

1. Arr INsTRUMENTS whatever, comprehended in any of the several Collections of Statutes printed previous
to the Edition by Hawkins, are inserted in this Work ; these having for a long Series of Years been referred
to, and accepted as Statutes in Courts of Law : Together with these are inserted all Matters of a public Nature,
purporting to be Statutes, first printed by Hawkins or any subsequent Editor ; and also New Matters of the
like Nature, contained in any Statute Rolls, Inrolments of Acts, Exemplifications, Transcripts by Writ, and
Original Acts, although not heretofore printed in any general Collection of Statutes. All these are placed in
the Bopy of the Workas TExT. Butit is to be particularly observed, that any Decision upon the Degree of
Authority to which any new Instrument may be entitled, as being a Statute ornot, is entirely disclaimed.

At the Foot of the Text in each Page, there are added such Varrous REAp1iNGs as appeared necessary to
correct its Errors, or to supply its Deficiencies; or to reconcile any material Contradiction or Repugnancy be-
tween the Text and the Translation ; or between different Copies of the Text, where they were of equal or of
nearly equal Authority. In the earlier Reigns, orin the Absence of any Authentic Source for the Text, such
Various Readings are noted with much greater Freedom than in later Times, or where Authentic Sources exist,
Writs and other Instruments, having direct or material Reference to the several Statutes, are occasionally
aubjoined by way of NoTes. These Various Readings and Instruments are taken from the following Sources :
Inrolments of Acts; Exemplifications; Transcripts by Writ; Original Acts; Rolls of Parliament; Close,
Patent, Iine, and Charter Rolls; Books containing Entries of Record ; Antient Books and Manuscripts not of

" Record, bist preserved in the Repositories of Courts of Justice, and Corporation Offices ; or in the Libraries of

Cathedrals, Universities, Colleges, or Inns of Court, and at the British Museum : Various Readings have been

also admitted from the Printed Editions; occasionally in Confirmation of the Manuscript Sources, and more

frequently in Cases where those Sources have been found deficient, '
Every
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Every Thing heretofore printed in any former Collection of Statutes, is in this Volume printed in an uniform
"Type; and all new Matters, whether Various Readings, Notes, or entire Statutes or Instruments, are dlstmgulshed
by a smaller Type. The entire Matters, whether old or new, of which the Dates are ascertained, are placed in
‘Chronological Order; and all, during the Reigns of Hen. 111. Edw. I. and Edw. 11., the Dates of which are
uncertain, are classed together, after the Manner of former Editions, at the End of the Reign of Edward 1.

A complete Enumeration of all Matters included in this Collection, whether as Text or in the Notes, is ex-
hibited in a general CuroNoLOGICAL TABLE oF CoNTENTS prefixed to the Body of the Statutes ; specifying
the Source or Authority, from whence the Text, Notes, and Various Readings are respectively taken.

2. OrHER MATTERS of a Parliamentary Form and Character have been recognized at different Periods of
our History, as appearing to have Legislative Authority. It has been observed by Lord Coke, that “ Acts of
 Parliament are many times in form of Charters or Letters Patent;” and many such have been inserted in all
‘Editions of the Statutes: and that there are “ mnany Acts of Parliament that be in the Rolls of Parliament
“ and never yet printed :” In the Report also of the Select Committee of the House of Commons, in the Year
1800, upon the Subject of the Public Records, it is stated, that many Statutes and Ordinances in the Rolls of
Parliament are not inserted in the printed Statute Books ; and it is certain that many Acts and Matters not
found on any Statute Roll, nor contained in any printed Editions of the Statutes, are found on the Parliament
Rolls, which appear to have received the threefold Assent of King, Lords, and Commons, or to have such
Qualities, as have been allowed by Courts of Law to imply that Assent. ‘

With a View therefore to a Consideration of the Question, whether Matters of this Nature should be com-
prehended in the present Work, Lists of a great Number of them were prepared, not only from the Parliament
Rolls, but also from other Records, particularly the Close Rolls and Patent Rolls, which were examined for the
Purpose with great Care and Diligence, and Transcripts and Collations of many of them were made for the
Examination of the Commissioners. In the Progress of this Labour, however, it appeared that the Matters
which came within the Description above mentioned, were so numerous, that the indiscriminate Insertion of all
of them would constitute a Mass, the very Bulk of which would prove inconvenient. But, what was of still
greater Importance, upon Examination it became with respect to many of them, a Subject of Discussion, from
which no certain Conclusion could be derived, to what Extent they had in fact received Sanction, and whether
therefore they were, in any Degree, entitled to be considered as of Legislative Authority 7 It was obvious, at
the same Time, that to have made a Selection only of such Matters as in the Opinion of the Commissioners
were the least doubtful, was in Effect encountering the same Difficulty only in a smaller Degree; and the
Sources, from which they were to be taken, not being in themselves conclusive Evidence, that the Matters con-
tained in them were Statutes, the Selection in each Instance necessarily could be nothing more than the Result
of private Judgment ; without the Authority of that * general received Tradition,” which, as Lord Hale
observes, attests and approves those Statutes which are not properly extant of Record,

Acts also which received the Royal Assent, and which were entered only on the Parliament Roll, and not on
the Statute Roll, have been frequently termed Ordinances; and various Distinctions have ineffectually been
attempted to be made between an Ordinance and a Statute, with regard to the Nature and Validity of each
respectively : But whatever has at any Time been written on this Subject is contradictory and indistinct ; and
in the Reign of Charles I. the Information on this Point, then of some Importance, appears to have been very
unsatisfactory.

From these Considerations therefore, upon mature Deliberation, it has been deemed advisable that this
Collection should include all such Instruments as have been inserted in any general Collection of Statutes printed
previously to the Edition by Hawkins ; with the Addition, only, of such Matters of a public Nature, purporting
to be Statutes, as were first introduced by him or subsequent Editors, and of such other new Matters of the
like Nature, as could be taken from Sources of Authority not to be controverted ; namely, Statute Rolls,
Inrolments of Acts, Exemplifications, Transcripts by Writ, and Original Acts.

In the 31st Year of Henry VIII the Distinction between Public Acts and Private Acts is for the first Time
specifically stated on the Inrolment in Chancery. No Private Acts passed after that Date have been admitted
int6 this Collection : It has been thought sufficient to notice them, by the Insertion of their Titles only.

Secr. II.

Of the Sources from whence the several Matters have been taken.

1. Tue SouRrcEs from which the Materials have been taken for this Collection, are necessarily of a different
Character and Description in different Periods of our History.
: ‘ The
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. The earliest Statutes contained in’ the  several Collections are those of Henry IIL ; but no Parliamentary
Record of Statutes is now known to be extant, prior to the Statute Roll 6 Edw. 1. . To this interval nevertheless
belong the Statutes of Merton, Marlborough, Westminster the First, and several others, always included in the
Printed Editions. For this early Period, therefore, Recourse must be bad to inferior Sources for the Text of our
Statute Law : And even in subsequent Times, there is not only an Interruption in the Series of Statute Rolis,
namely, after 8 Hen. V1. until 23 Hen. VI. inclusive, during which the like Recourse must be had to Sources of
an inferior Degree of Authority ; but the Statute Rolls themselves do not, within their own Period, contain all
the Instruments which have been acknowledged as Statutes. After 8 Edw. 1V. the Statute Roll is not preserved ;
after 4 Hen. VII. it ceased to be made up; and ultimately it was succeeded, for practical Purposes, by the
Inrolment in Chancery ; though during a short Period the Statute Roll and the Inrolment appear to have been
contemporary. ,

The Materials for the several Periods during which no Statute Rolls or Parliamentary Records exist, can
only be collected from Records, on which Copies or Extracts of Statutes have been entered; or from other
Manuseripts not of Record ; or, in Default of other Authority, from the oldest Printed Editions in which such
Matters were first inserted. With respect to Entries of Record, in these Periods, That has been judged to be

the most authentic Evidence of a Statute, which has been preserved as a Record or authentic Copy from antient

Times, in the Custody of the highest Courts authorized for that Purpose. Such are Copies or Extracts of par-
ticular Statutes found in the Close, Patent, Fine, and Charter Rolls, being Records of Chancery. Such also
are the Red Books of the Exchequer of Westminster and Dublin. On Failure of these Records, Recourse has,
of Necessity, been had to Manuscripts not of Record, preserved in the Custody of Courts of Justice, Public
Libraries, or other Public Repositories. Such are some antient Books of Statutes in the Exchequer at West-
minster, in the Town Clerk’s Office, London, in the several Cathedrals, in the Public and other Libraries of the
several Universities of Oxford, Cambridge, and Dublin, and in the British Museum : When all these Sources
have proved deficient, and in such Case only, a Copy has been admitted, from the oldest Printed Edition, with
Various Readings from subsequent printed Editions.

During the Periods in which Statute Rolls or other Parliamentary Records do actually exist, the authentic-
Evidence of Statutes, (and of other Proceedings in Parliament, before the Commencement of the Journals,) must
be searched for upon Statute Rolls; Inrolments of Acts; Exemplifications of such Statute Rolls or Inrol-
ments; Transcripts by Writ into Chancery for the Purpose of such Exemplifications ; Original Acts ; and Rolls
of Parliament.—These are the only authentic Sources from whence, during those Periods, a Knowledge can be
obtained of the different Occurrences in Parliament, whether important or minute. With the Exception of
some Rolls containing Proceedings in Parliament from 18 to 35 Edw. I. which are in the Chapter House at
Westminster, such of the Original Statute Rolls, Inrolments of Acts, and Parliament Rolls, as are still pre-
served, are deposited in the Tower of London, or at the Chapel of the Rolls, Places appropriated to the Custody

of the Records of the ngs Chancery, whlch has ever been deemed the proper Reposntory of the Statutes of

the Kingdom.

11. Tue NaTure and Qualities of the several Records and Manuscripts from whence all the Statutes, as well
those of an earlier as of a later Period, have been taken for Insertion or Collation in this Work, and the Place
‘where each original Record and Manuscript is kept, will more fully appear from the following Detail.

1. Statute Rolls.—These are Records of Chancery, of the highest Authority, on which were entered the several
Statutes when drawn up in Form, for the Purpose of being proclaimed and published ; these Statutes being
framed upon such Original Petitions and Answers, or Entries thereof on the Parliament Rolls, as related to
Public Concerns. The earliest Statute Roll now known to exist, is that which commences with The Statute of
Gloucester, 6 Edw. I. A.D. 1278. From that Period to 8 Edw. 1v. inclusive, A.D. 1468, with an Interruption,
after 8 Hen. VI. until 23 Hen. VI. inclusive, the Statutes are preserved in the Tower of London in a regular Series,

on Six separate Rolls, each Roll consisting of several Membranes tacked together. The Contents of each Roll -

are as follows ; viz.

Of the Great Roll ; Statutes from 6 Edw. I. to 50 Edw. 111.  But this Roll does not contain all the Statutes
which have been printed as of that Period.

Second Roll ; Statutes Temp. Ric. 1I.  There is also a separate Roll, of one Membrane, containing a Dupli-.

cate of the Statutes 21 Ric. II.
Third Roll ; Statutes Temp. Hen. IV, and V.
Fourth Roll ; Statutes 1 Hen. VI. to 8 Hen. VI.
Fifth Roll; Statutes 25 Hen. V1. to 39 Hen. VI.

Sixth Roll; Statutes 1 Edw. 1V, to 8 Edw. 1v. This is the last Statute Roll now known to exist, none of a
later Date havmg been found.

’ These
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. These have ever had.the Reputation annexed to them of being Statuté Rolls. . Some of them are cited by
that Name upon the Close and Patent Rolls ; and referred to by great Law Writers, Lord (“oke, Lord Hale,
and the Editors of Statutes, Pulton, Hawkins, Cay, &c. There is Evidence also that Statute Rolls have existed
of a subsequent Time; for the Statutes after 8 Edward Iv. until 4 Henry VIL inclusive, are inserted in the
early Printed Editions ina Form manifestly copied from complete Statute Rolls; and they are found in the like
Form in Lib. XI. in the Exchequer at Westminster, MS. Cott. Nero C. I. in the British Museum, and.in
several other Manuscript Collections. But there is Reason to conclude, that the Making up of the Statute
Roll entirely ceased with the Session 4 Hen. VIL as no such Roll of a later Date, nor any Evidence thereof,
has been discovered ; and it is observable that in the next Session, 7 Hen. ViI. Public Acts were, for the first
Time, printed from the several Bills passed in Parliament, and not as Part of one general Statute drawn up in
the antient Form. , , - !

2. Inrolments of Acts of Parliament.—These are Records, containing the Acts of Parliament certified and
delivered into Chancery. They are preserved in the Chapel of the Rolls, in an uninterrupted Series from
1 Ric. 111, to the present Time ; except only during the Usurpation. By the Officers of Chancery they are
commonly termed “ Parliament Rolls ;” and they are variously endorsed, some with the Phrase, ¢ Inrolments
“ of Acts.” _From 1 Ric. IIL to 3 Car. L inclusive, they comprehend several other Proceedings of Parfiament
besides the Acts inrolled ; (sometimes, for Instance, the Commissions for giving the Royal Assent to Bills are
found entered on them) ; thus partaking of the Qualities of Rolls of Parliament, and including nearly the same
Contents: until, the miscellaneous Matters disappearing by Degrees, the Acts inrolled only occur: After
5 Hen. V1I. they may be considered in Effect, as coming in the Place of the Statute Roll. 25 Hen. V111. they
contain all Acts Public and, Private, which were passed in every Session, each with an introductor y and con-
cluding Form of their being presented and assented to: From 25 Hen. VIII. to 35 Eliz. several of the Private
Acts, and afterwards to 3 Car. I. all the Private Acts, are omitted, their Titles only being noticed. From
16 Car. I. to 31 George 1I. the Inrolments contain nothing but the Public Acts, and the Titles of the Private
Acts, with the several Forms of Assent, without any other Parliamentary Matter. And from 32 George II.
their Contents are the same, with the Omission of the Titles of the Private Acts. '

At present, after all the Public-General Acts of the Session have received the Royal Assent, a Transcript of
the Whole is certified by the Clerk of the Parliaments, and deposited in the Rolls Chapel : On that Occasion
the Clerk of the Parliaments sends the Roll, or Rolls, containing such Transcript, apparently in a complete
State, engrossed on Parchments, signed, and certified by him as Clerk of the Parliaments; and it is thereupon
arranged w1th the other Records ; and thus becomes the Inrolment of the Statutes of that Sessnon of Parliament.
For this Transcript the Clerk of the Parliaments is paid every Session out of the Hanaper, on a Receipt by the
Clerk of the Records in the Rolls Chapel, stating that the Roll is delivered there.

It may be further observed upon this Subject, that the Proceedings which took Place in the House of Lords
in Ireland in 1758, for the better Preservation of the Records of Parliament in that Kingdom, where the Con-
stitution and Law of Parliament were in all essential Points conformable to those of England, afford a Strong
Tllustration of the Practice of certifying Statutes and recording them in Chancery.

- 3. Exemplifications; and Transcripts by Writ.— Exemplifications are Copies sent out of Chancery under the
King’s Seal ; either to Sheriffs of Counties and Cities in England, or to the Chancellor or Chief Justice of
Ireland, or to other Courts or Places, for the safe Custody and for the proclaiming or confirming of the Statute ;
or in other Cases for affording Authentic Evidence of the Statute. In the Tower of London, Copies of the
Statutes 9, 10, 11,.14, 15, 18, and 20 Hen. VI. (for some Years to the Number of two, three, six, or seven
Copies) are preserved on separate Skins of Parchment, which appear to have been prepared as Exemplifications,
for the Purpose of proclaiming the several Statutes; and these serve to supply the Deﬁcnency of the Statute
Roll durmg that Period. One similar Copy of the Statutes 13 Ric II. is also preserved in the Tower.

Tt is not irrelevant to remark, that an Exemplification differs from an Original Grant under the Great Seal,
or an Original Act of Parliament, in this ; that an Exemplification is a Copy, and can be made only from the
Record. At the present Day every Exemplification, being first made out in Form by the proper Officer, is ex-
amined with the Record by Two Masters in Chancery, who not only subscribe a Certificate on the Exempliﬁ-
cation, of their having examined it with the Record, but also sign a Certificate to that Effect, addressed to the
Lord Chancellor, on a Paper called the Docket, which is left with him before the Exemplification is allowed to
pass the Great Seal. :

Transcripts by Writ were Copies sent into Chancery in Answer to the King’s Writ or Mandate, calling for
a Copy of the Statute from the Officer in whose Custody it was preserved. ‘A Transcript of the Statutes of
‘Wales, 12 Edw. 1. is preserved in the Tower of London, with the Writ annexed, by which that Transcript was
required from the Exchequer at Westminster ; where it was entered of Record, according to the Usage which
.. 545. Dd formerly
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formerly prevailed of sometimes inrolling Statutes in Courts of Justice, Transcripts and Exemplifications of
Statutes have also been occasionally found in various other Repositories.

4. Original Acts.—These, from the 12th Year of Henry VIL to the present Time, with some Interruption,
particularlyin 14 & 15 Henry VIII. and 21 Hen. VIIL are preserved in the Parliament Office. Some Petitions
and Bills previous to 12 Hen. V1L are in the Tower of London, but in noregular Series. The Original Acts in
the Parliament Office consist of the Bills as ingrossed after being brought into Parliament, and in the State in
which, after such Ingrossment, they passed both Houses, and received the Royal Assent. Each Actis on a
separate Roll numbered ; and Reference is made to them from a Calendar kept of the Acts of each Session in
the Parliament Office. These are the Materials from which the Clerk of the Parliaments makes up the Inrol-
ments of Public Acts sent by him into Chancery, and preserved there ; or certifies Acts into Chancery, when
required so to do. '

As to the comparative Authority of the Original Acts and the Inrolments in Chancery, it is to be observed,
that all the Original Acts are separate from each other ; and that they are frequently interlined, defaced, erased,
and in many Instances, with great Difficulty intelligible: The Inrolment in Chancery is always fair and distinct
and the Acts are entered in a regular Series, on one Roll or subsequent Rolls, as Part of the Proceedings of a
Parliament, the Time of the holding of which is stated at the Beginning of the Roll. In modern Practice, if
any Doubtarises as to the Correctness of the Inrolment in Chancery, Application is made to the Clerk of the
Parliaments ; and the Original Act is thereupon produced, and compared with the Inrolment, and an Amend-
ment, if requisite, is made in the Inrolment accordingly.

5. Rolls of Parliament.—These contain Entries of the several Transactiens in Parliament ; when complete,
they include the Adjournments, and all other common and daily Occurrences and Proceedings from the Open-
ing to the Close of each Parliament, with the several Petitions or Bills, and the Answers given thereto, not only
on public Matters, on which the Statute was afterwards framed, but also on private Concerns. In some few
Instances the Statute as drawn up in Form is entered on the Parliament Roll : but in general the Petition and
Answer only, are found entered ; and in such Case the Entry, of itself, furnishes no certain Evidence, that the
Petition and Answer were at any Time put into the Form of a Statute.

Copies of Petitions in Parliament and Answers thereto, as early as 6 Edw. I.°and in various Years of Edw. 11.
and Edw. 111. are among Lord Hale’s Manuscripts in the Library of Lincoln’s Inn. Rolls containing Pleas,
Petitions and Answers, and otber proceedings in Parliament, from 18 to 35 Edw. I. and one of Petitions in
Parliament 7 Hen. V. are in the Chapter House at Westminster. A Book of Inro_lment, called Vetus Codex,
in which are entered Proccedings in Parliament, from 18 Edw. I. to 35 Edw. I. and in 14 Edw. II. is in the
Tower of London. In that Repository also are preserved Rolls containing Pleas and other Proceedings in Par-
liament, between 5 Edw. I1. and 13 Edw. 111.; Rolls of Parliament of 9 Edw. II. ; 4, 5, and 6 Edw. I11.; and
13 Edw. 111 ; and from thence to the End of the Reign of Edward IV. in a regular, and nearly uninterrupted,
Series. After that Time the Rolls of Parliament are, for a certain Period, supplied by the Inrolments of Acts
preserved in the Chapel of the Rolls, and finally by the Journals of the Two Houses of Parliament.

6. The Close, Patent, Fine, and Charter Rolls, among a Variety of Grants, Rocognizances, and other Miscel-
laneous Matters, concerning the State of the Realm and the Rights of the Crown, recorded in them, include
Entries of Statutes, and some Instruments having direct Reference to Statutes wherein such Statutes are re-
cited at length. These Rolls are kept at the Tower, from the Beginning of the Reign of King John to
22 Edw. 1v.and from the Reign of Edw. V. to the present Time at the Chapel of the Rolls.

7. Books of Record, containing Entries of Statutes aud Parliamentary Proceedings.—Of this Sort is, The
Red Book of the Exchequer at Westminster, some of the early Part of which was compiled by Alexander de
Swereford, first a Clerk, and afterwards a Baron of the Exchequer, in the Reign of Henry 111. It seems after-
wards to have been considered and used as an authorized Repository by the Court itself ; and contains Entries
and Inrolments of many Charters and antient Acts of Parliament, as well as other Instruments relating to the
King and the Rights of the Crown, from the Time of William the Conqueror to the End of Edw. I11.: The
Originals of several of these Acts and Instruments are preserved in the Tower of London, and in the Chapter
House at Westminster, with References to Inrolments in this Book, or to the Circumstance of the Act being
sent into the Exchequer. The Red Book of the Exchequer at Dublin is considered as of the same Authority:
It contains Entries of Magna Carta, 1 Hen. III. especially granted to the People of Ireland; of the Statute of
Westminster the First, 3 Edw. I. (which is not to be found on the Great Roll of Statutes in the Tower of London,
being prior in Date to the present Commencement of that Roll), and also of the Statutes of Gloucester, 6 Edw. I.
de Viris Religiosis, 7 Edw. 1. and Westminster the Second, 13 Edw. I. agreeing in general with the Text of those
Statutes on the Statute Roll in the Tower. There is reason to conclude that those Statutes were entered in the Red
Book at Dublin, from an Exemplification sent over from England in the 13th Year of Edw. I. as is noticed

in
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in a Memorandum on the Close Roll of that Year. A Register Book marked A., preserved at the Chapter
House at Westmingter, as in the Custody of the Treasurer and Chamberlain of the Exchequer, contains
Entries or Inrolments made in the Time of Edward I. Among these are the Statute of Gloucester, 6 Edw. I.
and the Statute of Westminster the Second, 13 Edw. 1. The Originals of the several Statutes and Instruments,
it is stated in the Register, were deposited in certain Chests in the Chapter House; but these Originals have
not been discovered.

8. Books and Manuscripts not of Record, containing Entries or Copies of Statutes, are very numerous. In
the Court of Exchequer at Westminster are Three Books, marked IX. X. XI. Book X.. contains many of the
earlier Statutes previous to Edw. INL. : Books IX. XI. contain the Statutes from 1 Edw. 111. to 7 Hen, V1L

In the Town Clerk’s Office, at the Guildhall of the City of London, are several Manuscript Volumes; in
which, among other Matters chiefly relating to the Laws and Customs of the City of London, are Entries of
many of the antient Statutes previous to Edward I1I. The greatest Number, and the earliest Copies, are in two
Volumes distinguished by the Appellation, Liber Horn, and Liber Custumarum. It appears from internal
Evidence that Liber Horn was compiled about the Year 1311, and Liber Custumarum not long after the Year
1320: Liber Horn is rendered valuable by having been in many Instances corrected, in a later Hand Writing,
from Exemoplifications of Statutes sent under Seal to the Sheriffs of London. In two other Manuscripts, one
called Liber de Antiquis Legibus, and the other Transcriptum Libri Albi, copied from a Volume originally
compiled in the Mayoralty of Richard Whityngton, A. D. 1419, 7 Hen. V., are occasional Entries of a few

‘antient Statutes. In other Volumes marked G. H. and I. are ‘Entries of some of the Statutes of Edw. 11I.
Richard 11. Henry 1v. and Heary V. ; many of them appearing to have been made from Exemplifications sent to
the Sheriffs of London for Proclamation.

Of Manuscript Collections of Statutes, preserved in Public Repositories, the greatest Number collected
together in any one Place, is to be found in the British Museum. They are distinguished as being of the
Cottonian or Harleian Collection; from the Royal Library; Donation Manuscripts; and Lansdowne Manu-
scripts. The Cottonian Manuscripts Claudius D. 1I. and Vespasian B. VII. were resorted to by Hawkins and
Cay, for Copies of Statutes previous to Edw. III. ; and Nero C. I. for Statutes of Henry VI. and Edward 1v.
not found at the Tower. '

In the Bodleian Library at Oxford, are Rawlinson’s, Hatton’s, and Laud’s Manuscripts. Among the latter is
a Roll of Statutes, No. 1036, consisting of Eleven small Membranes of Parchment united together ; not much
more than Four inches wide ; but each being Two Feet or more in length. This Roll appears to have been
written in the Time of Edw. I.: It contains no Statute later than the Articuli super Cartas, 28 Edw, I.

At Cambridge several Manuscript Collections of Statutes are preserved in the Library of the University, and
in Trinity College Library. In Corpus Christi or Bene’t College Library are the Manuscripts bequeathed to the
College by Archbishop Parker.

Chartularies or Registers, preserved in several Cathedrals, contain Copies of some of the Old Statutes. Such
are the Black Book of the Cathedral of Christ Church, Dublin, written between the Years 1280 and 1299, and
Register A. in Gloucester Cathedral, compiled in 1397.

In Lincoln’s Inn Library, are Lord Hale’s Manuscript Copies of Rolls and Petitions in Parliament: In the
Inner Temple Library, Mr. Petyt’s Collection of Manuscripts ; among which are several Volumes of the Statutes.
In many other Public Libraries also, Manuscript Collections of Statutes are preserved.

- Of the several Manuscripts not of Record, an extensive and careful Examination has been made in preparing
for the present Edition; and it has been ascertained that, although they differ from each other considerably in
their Degrees of Antiquity and Correctness, yet the Credit of no single one is entirely to be relied on; for
scarcely any Manuscript has yet been discovered, in any Repository, in which there are not some material
Errors, perverting or altogether destroying the Sense of the Text. Insome Instances, however, such as Cott.
Claud. D. 11 in the British Museum, and M m v. 19, in the Library of the University of Cambridge, several of
the Instruments contained in the Manuscripts purport to be examined by the Roll. In Liber Horn, in the Town
Clerk’s Office, London, several are marked as examined ¢ per Ceram ;' ¢ per Ceram Gildaule;’ ¢ per Statutum
¢ Gildaule London in Cera ; ¢cum brevi cum eisdem in Gildaula adjunct ;’ all which signify that the Entry in the
Book has been examined with an Exemplification of the Statute or Instrument under the Great Seal, sent to the
Mayor and Sheriffs of London with or without a Writ for Publication thereof. The Rawlinson Manuscript
No. 337. in the Bodleian Library at Oxford, and the Harleian Manuscript No. 5022 in the British Museum,
vefer to the Inrolment on the Statute Roll, of several Articles inserted in those Yolumes, but do not profess that

4ha Actinlaa thammonlvao wore avaminad he that RAll
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" III. On a mature Consideration of all the Circumstances before stated, the following Rules of Preference
have been adhered to, in the Use of the several Sources for the Text, and for Various Readmgs of t.he Statutes,

in the present Collection.

During the Periods in which Statute Rolls exist, such Statute Rolls have been considered and used as the
highest Authority for the Statutes contained in them ; namely, the Statutes 6 Edw. 1. to 8 Edw. Iv.; with the
Omlssxon of the Statutes gto 23 Hen V1. both inclusive. :

But for such Statutes as, during the Period of the Existence of the Statute Rolls, do not appear on those Rolls ;
and for Statutes made in any Period of which the Statute Roll is not now in existence, namely, previous to
6 Edw. 1. ; after 8 and before 25 Hen. VI.; and after 8 Edw. 1V. ; and also for the Correction of manifest Errors
or Omissions in the Text, whether taken from Statute Rolls or elsewhere, the following Sources have been
recurred to in regular Gradation ; preference being given to them according to the following Order, but all being
used and collated, where necessary; viz. 1. Inrolments of Acts.—2. Exemplifications and Transcripts.—
3. Original Acts.—4. Rolls of Parliament.—5. Close, Patent, Fine, and Charter Rolls.—6. Entries and Books of
Record.—7. Books and Manuscripts not of Record.—And finally, 8. The Printed Copies; the earliest of
which was not published until more than two hundred Years subsequent to the present Commencement of the

Statute Rolls.

The following Reasons for Preference among Manuscripts not of Record have been adopted : 1. Their
professing to be Authentic Copies from any Records, Exemplifications, or Transcripts: 2. Their Age; the
oldest being on the whole the most worthy of Credit: 3. The Uniformity and Regularity of the Series of
Statutes, and Instruments in each Collection : 4. Their having been already printed, and received in use, as
Evidence of the Text of Statutes; or, if not so printed, their according with the printed Copies, and with each
other, so that when the Manuscripts differ, the Majority should prevail : 5. Certain Manuscripts have been
holden to be of superior Authority upon some particular Subjects having special Connection with the Places
in which they are preserved : Such asthe Books preserved in the Exchequer, for Statutes relating to that Court,
or to Accounts, or to Money ; Books at the Town Clerk’s Office, London, relating to the Assises of Bread and
Ale, Weights, and Measures, &c.: 6. In all Manuscripts some Articles are found much more correct than
others ; a Judgment has therefore frequently been formed from internal Evidence in Favour of a particular
Statute or Reading, although the Manuscript in which such Statute or Reading were found, might not, in other
Instances, be entitled to Preference: 7. Where it has happened that several Manuscripts agreed in the Text or
Reading of any Instrument, and were so equal in their Claims for Preference, that it was entirely Matter of
Indifference which should be chosen for a Source of Extract or Quotation, that Manuscript has been used which
has been quoted or extracted from for other Purposes, in Preference to one not before quoted ; and one which

has already been printed from, in Preference to one which has not.

Sekcr. 1II.

Of the Mode used in searching for, transcribing, collating, noting, and printing the Text of the Statutes.

IMMEDIATELY after the Commissioners had given their Directions for proceeding upon the Work, according
to the Plans submitted to and approved of by them, Searches were made in the Tower of London and other
principal Repositories in the Metropolis, which, by the Returns made to the Committee of the House of
Commons upon the Public Records, appeared to contain authentic Records or antient Copies of Statutes ; and

in 1806, as hath been before mentioned, every other Place of the same Descrlptlon in England and Ireland was

visited by Two Sub-Commissioners. Upon these Occasions, the Statute, Parliament, Close, Patent, Fine, and
Charter Rolls, and other Records and Manuscripts preserved in the several Repositories, were examined :

‘Reports of the Contents of these Records or Manuscripts were from Time to Time laid before the Commissioners :
‘Numerous and repeated Transcripts and Collations were made, not only of the Statutes heretofore printed, but

also of very many Instruments considered as fit to be introduced at Length, or as affording Materials for Notes
and various Readings : And the printed Editions from the earliest Period to the present Time were collected

‘together, examined, and compared with each other. From the whole of these Materials Lists were prepared of

the Matters to be admitted, referring to the several Records, Manuscripts, and Books, in which they were
respectively preserved or publlshed All the Transcripts and Collations made of these Matters were compared
with each other, and with the printed Copies. The Transcript which, on full Examination, appeared to be
made from the most authentic Source, was used as the Copy of the Text to be printed : All the other Transcripts
and Collations of the same Instrument, as also the printed Editions, were then compared and collated with this

Copy ; and the requisite Various Readings noted accordingly.

The Various Readings are suggested in the following Manner : First, By substituting one Reading for another :

In this Case thc Word or Sentence in the Text, of which an Alteratipn is suggested, is included between Two
' Crotchets,

ol



THE COMMISSIONERS ON PUBLIC RECORDS. 105

Crotchets, with a Figure of Reference.to the Note; and in the Note is inserted the Word or Sentence proposed

‘to be substituted, with a Quotation of the Record or Manuscript or printed Copies in which it is found.
Secondly, By inserting some Word or Sentence omitted: In this Case a Reference is included within a Pa-
~ renthesis, and.the Word or Sentence to be inserted is supplied in the Note. Thirdly, By noting the Omission,
in other Copies, of a Word or Sentence inserted in the Text: In this Case the Word or Sentence in the Text
is included between Crotchets with a Reference, and in the Note the Copies which omit such Word or Sentence
are particularized.

The Entries on the Statute Rolls and Records of Chancery are very seldom broken into separate Paragraphs :
though other Manuscripts are more frequently so divided. In all Cases where there is any Division of Para-
.graphs in the Record or Manuscript, the like Division has been made in the Transcript. The Transcript has
been also occassionally divided into separate Chapters or Paragraphs, in Conformity with the printed Editions
of the Statutes, and for the Convenience of Reference, in Places where such Division did not occur in the
Record or Manuscript : But this has been done only when a full Stop or other Mark in the Manuscript appeared
to justify the complete Separation of the Sentences. The Points or Stops are conformable to those in the
Recerd ; and in printing the Text of the antient Statutes, the same Mode has been adupted as with respect to
the Charters, of exhibiting the Contractions as near as may be to the Likeness of the Original Characters.
Where the Chapters or Clauses are numbered in the Record or Manuscript, such Number has been inserted
in the Transcript. And the Numbers of the Chapters and Clauses in Cay’s Edition, or the other Printed
Editions from which the Translation is taken, are inserted at the Head of the Side-Note or Abridgment aftixed
to the Translation. '

In this State the Copy was sent to the Printer. The Proof-Sheets supplied by him were in the first
instance compared with the Manuscript Transcripts. These Proofs being corrected, they were next compared
with the Original Record, or Manuscript Authority from which such Transcripts were made. In Cases of
various Readings, the whole Article, as printed, was also read and compared with the Record or Manuscripts
from whence the various Readings were suggested; and further Suggestions as to Notes of various Readings
and Amendments were adopted, as they continued to occur. The Sheets thus corrected were again compared
with the Record or Manuscript Authority, and the necessary Corrections marked thereon ; which being made

by the Printer, the Sheets were revised, and occasionally submitted to the Commissioners, under whose Di-

rections many Amendments were made; and the Sheets were then finally printed off for the Work, as they
now appear.

CHAP. 1V.

'SecT. I. Of THE ORIGINAL LANGUAGE of the Charters and Statutes.—SecT. II. Of THE
TrANsLATION in this Collection of the Statutes.

Secr. 1.

Of the original Language of the Charters and Statutes.

Tue LaNcuaGE of the Charters and Statutes, from the Period of the earliest Charter now given, 1 Henry I.
to the Beginning of the Reign of Henry V1L is Latin or French. TFrom that Time it has been uniformly English.
The Petitions or Bills on which the Statutes were founded, began to be generally in English early in the Reign

of Hen. VI.

All the Charters of Liberties and ofthe Forest, from 1 Hen. I. to 29 Edw. I. (with the Exception after men-
tioned,) are in Latin; but Translations of some of them into French, are found in various Collections. In
I>’Achery’s Spicilegium there is a French Translation, asitis called by Blackstone, of the Charter of King John ;
for it is doubtful whether that Charter was ever promulgated in French in this Kingdom. Some early Ma-

nuscripts contain French Translations of the Two Charters of g Hen. 111 and of the Charters of Inspeximus

and Confirmation in 25 and 28 Edward I. though these latter appear on the Statute and Charter Rolls in
Latin. The Charter dated 5 Nov. 25 Edw. I. is in French ; as is also the Duplicate of that Charter dated
10 Oct. and entered on the Statute Roll 25 Edw. I. .

The Statutes of Henry 11I. are almost entirely in Latin. Some Legislative Matters, not in the Printed Col-
lections, are entered on the Patent Rolls in French.

545. . Ee The

Appendix,
G

Historical and
Explanatory
Introduction to-
a Collection of
the Statutes.

| G



Appendix,
(69

Historical and
Explanatory
-Introduction to
a Collection of
the Statutes.
——

106 APPENDIX TO FIRST GENERAL REPORT FROM

»

The Statutes of Edward 1. are indiscriminately in Latin or French; though the former Language is most
prevelent. But the Statute of Gloucester, 6 Edward1. which on the Statute Roll isin French, appears in many
contemporary Manuscripts-in Latin. JIn several Manuscripts, ;particularly Register A. in the Chapter House
at Westminster, this Statute is given at Length both in Latin and French. :On the other hand, the Statute of
W.estminster the Second, 13 Edw. 1. which is in Latin on the Roll, appears in'many Manuscripts-in French;
and Chapter 34 of this latter Statute, as to Vielence against Women, which on the Roll appears in French, is
given, like the rest of the Statute, in Latin in several Manuscripts. The French Chapter, 49, as to Champerty
by Justices, is omitted in the Tower Roll, and in many other Copies, which gives the Statutes in Latin, but is
found in the Copies which gives the Statute in French. ‘

The ‘Statutes of Edward II. are, like those of Edward I indiscriminately in Latin or French; but the latter
Language prevails more than in the Statutes of Edward I

The Statutes of Edward 11I. are more generally in French than those of any preceding King; yet some few
arein Latin. The Statutes of Richard 11. are almost universally in French ; ‘those of the Sixth and Eighth Years
are in Latin. The Statutes of Henry 1v. with the Exception of Chapter 15 of the Statute 2 Hen IV. which is
in Latin, are entirely in French; as are those of Henry V. with the Exception of the short Statutes 5 and 7
Henry v. which appear in Latin.

The earliest Instance recorded of the Use of the English Language in any Parliamentary Proceeding, is in
36 Edw. 111.  The Stile of the Roll of that Year is in French as usual, but it is expressly stated that the Causes
of summoning the Parliament were declared “ en Englois;” and the like Circumstance is noted in 37 and
38 Edw. 111. In the Fifth Year of Richard 11. the Chancellor is stated to have made “ un bone collacion en
¢ Engleys,” (introductory, as was then sometimes the Usage, to the Commencement of Business) though he
made use of the common French Form for opening the Parliament. A Petition from the * Folk of the Mer-
“ cerye of London,” in the 10th Year of the same Reign, is in English; and it appears also, that in the 17th
Year the Earl of Arundel asked Pardon of the Duke of Lancaster by the Award of the King and Lords, in their

Presence in Parliament, in a Form of English Words. The Cession and Renunciation of the Crown by

"Richard 1I. is stated to have been read before the Estates of the Realm and the People in Westminster Hall,

first in Latin and afterwards in English, but it is entered on the Parliament Roll only in Latin. And the
Challenge of the Crown by Henry 1V. with his Thanks after the Allowance of his Title, in the same Assembly,
are recorded in English; which is termed his‘'maternal Tongue. So also is the Speech of Sir William Thirnyng,
the Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, to the late King Richard, announcing to him the Sentence of his De-
position, and the yielding up, on the Part of the People, of their Fealty and Allegiance. In the Sixth Year of
the Reign of Henry IV. an English Answer is given to a Petition of the Commons, touching a proposed Re-
sumption of certain Grants of the Crown, to the Intent the King might the better live of his own. The English,
Language afterwards appears occasionally, through the Reigns of Henry 1v. and Henry v.

In the First and Second, and subsequent Years of Hen. VI. the Petitions or Bills, and in many Cases the
Answers also, on which the Statutes were afterwards framed, are found frequently in English; but the Statutes
are entered on the Roll in French or Latin. From the 23d Year of Hen. VI. these Petitions or Bills are
almost universally in English, as is also sometimes the Form of the Royal Assent: But the Statute continued
to be inrolled in French or Latin. Sometimes Latin and French are used in the same Statute, as in 8 Hen. VI.;
27 Hen. V1.; and 39 Hen. VI. The last Statute wholly in Latin on Record is 33 Hen. VI.; the last Portion
of any Statute in Latin is 39 Hen. V1. ; Chapter 2.

The Statutes of Edward IV. are entirely in French. . The Statutes of Richard IIL. are in many Manuscripts
in French, in a complete Statute Form ; and they were so printed in his Reign and that of his Successor. In the
earlier English Editions a Translation was inserted, in the same Form: But in several Editions, since 1618,
they have been printed in English, in a different Form, agreeing, so far as relates to the Acts printed, with the
Inrolment in Chancery at the Chapel of the Rolls. The Petitions and Bills in Parliament, during these Two

Reigps, are all in English.

The Statutes of Hen. VII. have always, it is believed, been published in English ; but there are Manuscripts
containing the Statutes of the first Two Parliaments, in his First and Third Year, in French. From the Fourth
Year to the End of His Reign, and from thence to the present Time, they are universally in English.

Attempts have been made by many learned Persons to explain this Variety of Languages in the earlier
Periods of our Legislation ; and some have referred the Preference of the one Language or of the other to the
Operation of particular Causes. Nothing, however, is known with Certainty on this Subject; and at the
present Day it is utterly impossible to account, in each Instance, for the Appearance of the Statute in French

or
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or in Latin. It seems on the whole to be highly probable, that for a long Period of Time, Charters, Statutes,
and other Public Instruments, were drawn up indiscriminately in French or Latin, and generally translated from
one of those Languages into the other, before the Promulgation of them, which in many Instances appears 0
have been made at the same Time in both Languages.

It is Matter of Curiosity to observe, that the Use of the French Language in Statutes was preserved rather
longer in Ireland than in England. The Statute Roll of the Irish Parliament 8 Henry VII. preserved at the
Rolls Office in Dublin, is in French; on the Statute Roll of the two next Parliaments of Ireland, 16 and
23 Hen. VIL the Introductory Paragraphs stating the holding of the Parliament, &c. are in Latin ; after which
follows an Act or Chapter in French, confirming the Liberties of the Church and the Land: and all the other
Acts of the Session are in English.

Secr. II.
Of the Translation in this Collection of the Statutes.

Tue PrINTED TraNsLATION of the Statutes previous to Hen. VII. used for the present Work, is that of
Cay’s Edition 1751: But as many Statutes and Parts of Statutes are omitted from the English of that Edition,
the Deficiencies have been supplied from the Edition by Hawkins 1735, the Folio Edition 1618, usually called
Rastall’s; Pulton’s Edition of the same Year; Rastall’s Collection in English 1603 ; and in some few Instances
from earlier English Collections, und other Authorities. Of Statutes and Instruments or Parts thereof, not
heretofore translated, and of such only, a Translation has been now made, which is always distinguished by
being printed in a smaller Type. In making this new Translation, the following Rules have been generally
adhered to: To render the Original as literally as possible, consistently with the Purpose of conveying the
Sense, in English : and to translate the same Word the same Way, if the Sense be the same. Former Trans-
lators of the Statutes having very much conformed to the Genius of the English Language in their Versions,
and not servilely fallen into Latin or French Expressions or Forms of Speech, an Endeavour has been made to
adopt Language of a Cast corresponding with those Versions.

In the Bodleian Library, Rawlinson Manuscript, No. 230, is a very antient Translation of some of the
Statutes of the Time of Hen. 111. and Edw. 1. There is Reason to think, that this Translation is of a Time
certainly not later than Edward.I1I. and probably of an earlier Period : It does not contain any Statute later
than 25 Edward 1. In the British Museum, Harleian Manuscript, No. 4999, is a Translation of the Statutes
1 Edward 111. to 18 Hen. VI. made apparently in the Time of Henry VI. or Edward 1v.

For the Purpose of correcting Errors in the Translation, the several Editions, as well of the Text as of the
Translation, have been compared with each other; and much use has also been made of the two Manuscript
Translations just noticed, whieh are cited thus, the Rawlinson Manuscript as MS. Tr. 1. and the Harleian
Manuscript as MS. Tr. 2. After the Commencement of the Reign of Henry V1. the Petitions or Bills entered
in English on the Parliament Roll, from whence the Statute was drawn up in French or Latin, have been
consulted.

Corrections of Errors in the Translation, which arise from Misinterpretation or Omission, are suggested
either from other Translations, or, where no other Translation supplies a probable Correction, by new Ex-
pressions.  Errors or Inconsistencies which arise from the Insertion of Words or Sentences, not authorized by
the Text as given in the present Work, are noticed, either by a Reference to Records or Manuscript Authorities,
or to antient Printed Copies of the Latin or French Text as authorizing such Insertion, or by a proposed Omission
of the Words so inserted, in consequence of their not being justified by any Authority. Trifling Variances
between the Text and the Translation, manifestly not aﬁ'ecting the Sense, have not been considered worthy of
Notice; particularly where all former Translations agree in the same Reading. But as it was difficult, not to
say impossible, to lay down any certain Standard on this latter Head, a Consnstency entirely perfect may not
have been uniformly observed, and is not to be expected.

The Notes and Marks suggesting the Corréctions in the Translation, are to be thus understood : First, Words
which are included between Crotchets, without any Note of Reference, are such as are contained in all Trans-
lations, and are authorized by printed Copies of the Latin or French Text; though not authorized by the Text,
or by any various Reading, here given, from Manuscript Records or Authorities. Secondly, Words in the Trans-
lation included between Crotchets, with a Figure, refer toa Correction thereof, suggested in the Note; such
Correction, if authorized by any Printed or Manuscript Translation, is printed in the Note in Roman Letter;
but if not so authorized, then such Correction is printed in Italic Letter; if the Correction be justified by the
Rolls of Parliament or old Manuscript Translations, they are quoted. Thirdly, A Reference within a Paren-
thesis between two Words, suggests an Omission, which is supplied in the Notes, in Roman or Italic Character,

according
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according as it is or is not authorized, as before specified. Fourthly, Where any Words in the Translation are
inclosed between Crotchets, with Reference to the Note “ Not in Original,” it is to be understood, that
neither the Text, asnow given from the Record or Manuscript, nor any Printed Copy, appears to authorize the
Insertion of the Words. - The Term ¢ Old Translations” is applied to all published previous to the Year 1618;
in which Year the Editions distinguished as Rastall’s and Pulton’s Statutes were both published : The Edition
called Rastall’s, however, having followed the Current of several former Editions of the Statutes, is included in
the Term ¢ Old” Translations; and Pulton’s Translation being in many parts new, and having been generally
adopted by Cay and subsequent Editors, is therefore included in the Term ¢ Modern.” '

Short Abstracts or Side-Notes have been prepared, as well to the Matters heretofore translated, as to those
of which aTranslation is now for the first time given in this Publication ; of those relating to Matters heretofore
translated, some have been taken from Cay's, or former English Editions of the Statutes; and like Abstracts
are added to the Acts subsequent to the Reign of Hen. VIL .

CHAP. V.

Sect. 1. Of the Collections of the Statutes of Scotland and Ireland, heretofore published by Royal.
or Parliamentary Authority—SEcT.Il. Of the Mcthods successively adopted for promulgating
the Statutes, before and since the Union of Great Britain and Ireland.

Secr. L

Of the Collections of the Statutes of Scotland and Ircland, heretofore published by
Royal or Parliamentary Authority.

ArtnoucH no General Collection of the Statutes of England, or of Great Britain, has been hitherto published
by Authority of the Crown or of the Parliament, it appears that Measures were carefully taken in former
Times for collecting and authenticating the Legislative Acts, both of the Scottish and Irish Parliaments.

In ScorLAND, by Royal Commission from Queen Mary, dated 1 May 1566, directed to The Chancellor,
Principal Officers of State, and other Persons therein named, it was ordained that all the Laws of that Realm
should be inspected and corrected, so that no other but those should be printed by Royal Privilege, or have
Place, Faith, or Authority in Courts of Justice: and by the same Commission it was provided that the Pro-
ceedings under it should be ratified in the next Parliament. From the Difficulties of the Undertaking, the
Compilation of the Laws prior to James I. was postponed ; and the only part of the Work executed was a
Collection of Acts from the Return of James I. in 1424, to the last Parliament of Queen Mary in 1564. This
Collection was first published in the Year 1566. Itcomprehended a Publication of certain Statutes of James v.
printed in 1541, and of Queen Mary printed in 1565, to each of which the Lord Clerk Register, at the Time,
had subjoined his Certificate vouching for the truth of the Copies extracted from the Books of Parliament.
These Certificates were retained in this Edition of 1566, and to the other parts of it similar Certificates were
subjoined.

Other Publications were afterwards made by Authority ; such were those of James VI. 1568 and 1 579, and
several others prior in Date to 1597 ; but they related only to particular Parliaments or particular sorts of Acts ;
and with these concludes that Series of Printed Scottish Acts, which from their Typographical Character have
in late Times been usually denominated THE BLAck AcrTs. '

In 1592 a Parliamentary Commission was issued ¢ For vistting and caussing of the Lawes and Actis of Par-
“ liament to be prented,” which appears to have led in the first instance to the Republication of the Scottish
Statutes from the ra of James I. to 1597, in the Volumes which usually bear the name of Skene’s Edition,
Sir John Skene being at that Time Lord Clerk Register. But under the same Commission, Sir John Skene
appears also to have proceeded to the more arduous Task of collecting the antient Laws of Scotland prior to
James I.: and in 1607 he had advanced so far in this Undertaking as to exhibit to the Legislature a Copy of
the Manuscripts which he had prepared for Publication, and for his Encouragement therein a special Act was
passed. The Work, usually known by the Title of Regiam Majestatem, was at length published, in the Original
Latin, in 1609 ; and was followed soon after by a Version in the Scottish Language.

Other Commissions for “ Surveying the Lawes” were issued at subsequent Periods. The Commission of
1628, after several Renewals, was ratified by Parliament in 1633 ; and in 1681 another was issued, which was
again renewed in 1695. But the purpose intended was never accomplished.

Upon
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Upon all these Editions from the earliest downwards, it is to be observed that they contain only 4 Selection
from the Records of Parliament, of such Acts as were supposed by the Editors to be of greater and more per-
manent Utility ; omitting such as were either temporary, or merely of a private and personal Nature.

THE STATUTES oF IRELAND from 10 Hen. VI. to 14 Eliz. were conducted under the Authority of Sir Henry
Sidney, Lord Deputy of that Kingdom in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth; and being examined by the Justices
of both the Benches, with The Chief Baron of the Exchequer and Master of the Rolls, and delivered by them
to the Lord Deputy with their Hands subscribed theréto, they were afterwards, by the Advice of Lord Burleigh,
then Lord High Treasurer of England, printed in the Year 1572.

At a subsequent Period, namely in 1621, another Collection of the Statutes of Ireland from 3 Edw. II. to

13 Jac. 1. was abstracted from the Parliament Rolls of that Kingdom by Sir Richard Bolton, Recorder of
Dublin; afterwards Chief Baron of the Exchequer, and in 1639 Lord Chancellor of Ireland ; and by Direction
of Sir Oliver St. John, then Lord Deputy, that Collection was perused by the Chief Judges and the Master of
the Rolls, and by them allowed and thought fit to be printed,-together with so many of the Statutes formerly
printed, as were not by express Words repealed. And it is deserving of Observation that they thought those
Statutes formerly printed and not expressly repealed, should be printed again, for Two Reasons, as therein is
stated ; * the one, lest peradventure any should unadvisedly tax the Editor of Partiality, that Matters of great
« Moment were omitted, and Matters of less Consequence published ; and the other was, that although those
“ Statutes might be out of Use or determined at that Day, yet the same might well serve for an Historical Use,
“ whereby might be discerned both the State of the Church and Commonwealth in those Times.”

In 1678 the Edition of 1621 was reprinted by the King’s Printer, with the Addition of the subsequent Acts,
to the End of the Session 17 and 18 Car. 1I. ; and this Volume was reprinted in 1723 without any Additions.

In 1762 an Address was presented by the House of Lords in Ireland to the Lord Lieutenant, requesting that
the Statutes at Large of that Kingdom should be printed and published, under the Inspection of the Lord Chan-
cellor and the Judges. They were accordingly published in the Year 1765, in Seven Volumes Folio, compre=
hending the Statutes from 3 Edw. II. to 1 George 11I.: with an Eighth Volume containing Tables of the Titles
of the Statutes in the several Volumes, and of the Private Acts from 1 Henry VIIL to 1 George III. and an
Alphabetical Index to the Statutes. '

In these Volumes, which in the Title-Page are stated to be  Published by Authority,” the Statutes to the

17 and 18 Car. II. were reprinted from the Editions of 1621, 1678, and 1723 ; the Edition of 1572 not being
noticed or referred to. For the Period subsequent to 17 and 18 Car. II recourse was had to the Sessional
Publications printed by the King’s Printer. The whole Work was compiled from these Sources without Variation;
except that in some Instances Errors of the Press were occasionally corrected by the Record; and that some
Public Acts, of which the Titles only were specified in the former Printed Editions, were inserted at large from
the Records. Some Acts inserted in the Edition of 1572 are omitted from this Collection,

Additional Volumes, containing the Acts of subsequent Parliaments, were from Time to Time published, in’
consequence of occasional Addresses of the House of Lords for that Purpose: and in 1786 a Re-publication
of all the former Volumes took place, with additional Volumes to 26 Geo. INl. These were continued by sub-
sequent Volumes, to the End of 40 Geo. 1II. A. p. 1800, when the Union took place between Great Britain
and Ireland.

In 1799 a Volume was published containing the Titles of the Statutes and of the Private Acts, and Indexes;
to the End of the Session 38 Geo. III. 1798.

Sect. II.

Of the Methods successively adopted for promulgating the Statutes, before and since the Union of Great Britain
and Ireland.

THE PROMULGATION OF THE STATUTES, which formerly took place within the Realm of England, as well
as in Scotland and Ireland, has been wholly superseded by the Practice of modern Times. Before the Intro-
duction of Printing, the Publication of the Statutes of England was made by Means of Exemplifications thereof,
sent to the Sheriffs, under the Great Seal, out of Chancery, with Writs annexed, requiring the Proclamation
and Publication of the same by them, and sometimes also directing Copies to be made and distributed, and
the Sheriffs to return what was done by them thereupon The earllest Statutes were pubhshed in thls Manner ;
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In England printed Promulgations of the Statutes, in the Form of Sessional Publications, began in the First
Year of Ric.IIl. A. p. 1484, very recently after the Introductiou of Printing; and in consequence thereof,
such Exemplifications and Writs as are above mentioned were soon altogether discontinued ; yet the Statutes
themselves continued nevertheless to be inrolled in Chancery; and some of the earliest Sessional Publications
appear by their Form to have been printed from a Statute Roll. All the Original Bills and Acts now extant
in the Parliament Office, are some Years subsequent in Date to the Commencement of the Printed Sessional
Publications of the Statutes ; and it is evident, from some of those Printed Sessional Publications in the Time
of Hen. viI. whereof the contemporary Bills and Acts are still preserved, that such Bills and Acts, though
concurrent in Time, were not then uniformly used as the Original Text for such Publications. The Sessional
Publications are at present, and have for a long Series of Years been printed entirely from Original Acts in the
Parliament Office.

In Scotland it was the exclusive Privilege and official Duty of the Lord Clerk Register to enter the Acts of
Parliament in the proper Record, and to give authentic Copies of them to the Sheriffs, Magistrates of Boroughs,
and such as might demand them. A Precept is extant for proclaiming and publishing the Statutes of Robert 1.
in the Year 1318 ; and there exists also a Parliamentary Ordinance made in the Reign of David 11. 1366, by
which the Acts of that Parliament are directed to be sent under Royal Seal to each Sheriff to be by him pub-
licly proclaimed. The earliest printed Publication of Statutes in Scotland took place in the Year 1540-1.

In IrELaND the Promulgation of such Statutes as were passed in England and transmitted to Ireland, was
regularly made by means of a Transcript sent under Seal from England, with a Writ directed to the Chancellor
of Ireland, requiring the same to be kept in the Chancery of that Kingdom, to be inrolled in the Rolls of the
said Chancery, then to be exemplified under the Great Seal of Ireland, and sent unto and proclaimed in the
several Courts and Counties throughout the Kingdom. Sometimes the Writ was to the Justices, in Ireland,
simply requiring Proclamation.

With respect to the Statutes made in Ireland, Provisions are contained in several Acts for the special Pro-
clamation of such Acts, so that the Penalties inflicted by them should not be incurred until after such Procla-
mation. It appears also that it was usual to proclaim the Statutes in general by the King’s Writ, made out by
the Clerk of the Parliament. Sessional Publications of the Acts did not take place in Ireland before the Reign
of Charles I1.; and such Publications were not continued regularly and uniformly until after the Revolution.

In Great Britain the Public Inconvenience experienced from the defective Promulgation of the Statutes, led
to the Adoption of new Measures in the Year 1796 ; by which, the Acts printed by the King's Printer, whose
Authority has been long deemed sufficient to entitle his Printed Copies to be received in Evidence, in all Courts
of Law, were distributed throughout the Kingdom as speedily as possible after they had received the Royal
Assent: And the Experience of the good Effects of those Measures led soon afterwards to their Execution in
a much greater Extent.

After TuE Un10N of Great Britain and Ireland, a Select Committee of the House of Commons was appointed
in the first Session of the United Parliament, to ccnsider of the most effectual Means of promulgating the
Statutes of the United Kingdom ; upon whose Report, Resolutions for that Purpose were adopted by the Com-
mons, and having been agreed to by the Lords, they were presented to His Majesty by a joint Address of both
Houses ; and His Majesty was thereupon pleased to give Directions accordingly.

By the Tenor of these Resolutions, His Majesty’s Printer was authorized and directed to print not less than
Five thousand five hundred Copies of every Public General Act, and Three hundred Copies of sach Local and
Personal Acts as were printed ; the Public General Acts to be transmitted, as soon as possible after each Bill
should receive the Royal Assent, to the Members of both Houses of Parliament, the great Officers and De-
partments of State, Public Libraries, Courts of Justice, Sheriffs, Municipal Magistrates, and Resident actmg
Justices of the Peace, throughout Great Britain and Ireland ; according to a prescribed Mode of Distribution;
with a Direction that every Chief Magistrate and Head Officer of every City, Borough, or Town Corporate,
in England and Ireland, and of every Royal Burgh in Scotland, and every Sheriff, Clerk of the Peace, and Town
Clerk in the United Kingdom, receiving such Copies; should preserve them for the public Use, and transmit
them to his Successor in Office : And this Mode of authenticating and promulgating the Statutes is now carried
into Execution, throughout every Part of the United Kingdom.
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‘Series of Reports from Committees of the House of Commons
upon- Public Matters,

ARRANGED ACCORDING TO THEIR SUBJECTS AND DATES:

1715—1802.

TREATY OF UTRECHT ;——LAYER'S CONSPIRACY ;——FORFEITED ESTATES ;~—CHARI-

VOL. I. { TABLE CORPORATION ;——COTTONIAN LIBRARY AND PUBLIC RECORDS ;-—WATER-} Presented by
— WORKS ;~—CUSTOMS AND REVENUE. —
1715, = - = = Juneg. | Negotiations of Peace and Commerce ; Demolition of Dunkirk ; Assiento .

Contract ; The Catalans ; and Transactions relating to The Pretender -} Right Hon. Robert Walpole.
1722-3. - « - March1. | Layer’s Conspiracy - - -« = = « = < -| Rt . Hon. William Pulteney.
1731-2.- - - March 22. | Forfeited Estates of the Earl of Derwentwater - -« - - -| Lord Gage.
1732, - - - - Aprl18.\ py  Charitable Corporation ;—Transactions of—Two Reports - - - | Samuel Sandys, Esq.
1733. - - - - April1y. ,

1732. = - - - May g. | Cottonian Library (after Fire at Ashburnham House) and Public Records - | Thomas Winnington, Esq.
1733. - = - = Mayg. | York Buildings Waterworks Company - - - - - - - | John Plumptre, Esq.
1735. April 15. May 2. Do. Two further Reports - - - - - - - | Robert Vyner, Esq.

1783. - « = - June 7. | Customs;—Frauds and Abuses to the Prejudice of Trade and Diminution)| .
of the Revenue.—(See Vol XI.) - e e - - - Sir John Cope, Bart.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND ;——HAT MANUFACTORY ; —SHEEP AND JOBBERS ;——HAR-
BOURS ;=—MILFORD HAVEN ;-—WEIGHTS AND MEASURES;—HIGHWAY TRUSTS.

VOL. I1.
—_——

Presented by

{COUNTY RATES ;——LINEN MANUFACTORIES ;——LAND FORCES ;——HUDSON’S BAY;}
\———\/-_J

1738. - - -- March 16. | County Rates ;—levying and Application of, in Middlesex - - - | Robert Hucks, Esq.
1744. - - - March 11. | Linens, Threads, and Tapes ;—Improvement in the Manufacture of - - | Lord Limerick.

1751. - - - - April 26. | Linen Manufactories ;—at different Towns in this Kingdom and in Ireland ;}
Import of the Raw Material, &c.—(See Vol. IIL. & Vol. X.) - -

1746. - - - - June 6. | Land Forces and Marines ;—Application of the Money granted for - - | Hugh Campbell, Esq.

1749. - - = < April 24. | Hudson’s Bay Company;—Charter granted by Charles II. —Companys S .
Claim to a Right of La’nds, to an exclusive Trade, &c. - } Lord Strange

Lord Strange.

1751. - - - - May 24. | Ministers of the Church of ScoTLAND;—Laws relating thereto - - | Colonel Haldane.
1752. - -  February 11. | Hat Manufactory — Perfection of the Art in this Country; French
Hats, why in greater Credit than our own; Diminution of Export, Alexander Hume, Esq.
Trade, &c. - - - - - - - - - - -
1755- = =

Edward VI. for restraining the buymg and sellmg of Sheep by Jobbers,
&c.—(See Vol. Xx1) - - -

19em  _ _ Fohvrave aw Rewa ard NMavace ITTachanws Tooeo 4 LY TP Y _V.__31. - v .

February 18. | Sheep ;—Petition from the County of Lincoln, on the Evasion of Act
Robert Vyner, Esq.
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1771.

1771.

1772,
1773-

1773.

1772.

1772.

1773

11773

1773-

VOL. IIL.

OBSTRUCTIONS TO THE SPEAKER’S WARRANT ;——NAVY TIMBER ;——BREAD ASSIZE;
ASSAY OFFICES ;—LINEN TRADE, HOME AND FOREIGN ;——EAST INDIA AFFAIRS;
CHARTERS OF THE COMPANY, INVESTMENTS, REVOLUTION 1760, &c.; LORD CLIVE,
&c.; COUNTRY TRADE, &c.; BENGAL TRANSACTIONS.

Presented by

- = - April 30. | Orders of the House ;—Obstractions to, and Contempt of The Speaker’s . .
v ‘ ‘Warrant, on Appre’bension of Miller, Bookseller in London, &c. - -} Welbore Ellis, Esq.

- - - May 6. | His Majesty’s Navy ;—State of Timber for; Scarcity ; how occasioned ;
and means by which a better Supply may be obtained - - - 2j| Rt Hon. Wm. Dowdeswell.

- December 21. | Bread, Assize of;—Laws and Customs relating thereto.—(See Vol. IX.) - | Thomas Pownall, Esq.

- - April 29. | Assay Offices ;—Irregularities and Inconveniences in the Operations of, in .
London, Chester, Exeter, and Newcastle-upon-Tyne, &c. - - -} Thomas Gilbert, Esq.

- - - May 25. | Linen Trade, in Great Britain and Ireland ;—Diminution in the Manu-
facture of, in Scotland ; Improvement thereof in Germany; Emigration f Lord Frederick Campbell.
of Weavers to America, &c.—(See Vol. II. and Vol. X.) - - -

EAST INDIA COMPANY'S AFFAIRS.

May 26. | First Report from Committee on the Nature, State, and Condition of ;—
Two Periods. (1.) The Charters of the Company, Acts of Parliament,
Commissioners Transactions in 1756, &c.—(2.) Company’s Investment,
Revolution in favour of Meer Jaffier, 1760, &c. - =~ - - -

- - = May 26. | Second Report ;—Petition of Gregore Cojamal against Company’s Ser—}

Colonel Burgoyne.

vants; Lord Clive, Mr. Verelst, Sir Thomas Rumbold, General Smith,Y (olonel Burgoyne.

Armenian Merchants, Country Trade, &c. - - - - - .

- = =« April 8. | Third Report ;—Transactions in Bengal, from 1757 to 1765 ; Causes of the}
: War between the Company and Cossim Ally Cawn, &c. - - -

- =~ - April 21. | Fourth Report;—Trade in Salt, Beetle Nut, and Tobacco; Opinion of
| Mr. Verelst, Mr. Sumner, and Mr. Sykes ; Free Merchants, &c. - -

- - - June18. | Fifth Report ;-—Recéipt of 5 Lacs of Rupees by Lord Clive ; Examinatim;} G 1B
of Francis Sykes, Esq. and General Carnac, &c. - - - - - eneral Burgoyne.

General Burgoyne.

General Burgoyne.

1772.
1733-

VOL. IV. { EAST INDIA COMPANY'S CIVIL AFFAIRS ;——TRADE, REVENUES, GOVERNMENT. } Presented by
—_— :

—

- December 7.}| Nine Reports from the Committee of Secrecy, on the State of the East

- = = June 30. India Company's Affairs; commencing with a View thereof at the Date Mr. Alderman Harle
of the Comnmission in 1769, and taking a Retrospect of their Civil Affairs, ’ ek
in Trade, in Revenues, and in Government, from 1757 to June 1773 -

VOL.V.& VI. p
— L COMPANY, MADRAS AND FORT WILLIAM, WAR IN INDIA. - - - } | Presented by
1781, - - - - May 8. ‘
1732' -7 J‘February 3- 1| Eleven Reports ;—on the Petitions of certain Agents for the British Sub-
1782. - -dune 6.‘11]2' 18. jects resident in India; and of Warren Hastings, Philip Francis, and
1782. st T s A“,’i “'> Edward Wheler, Esquires ; and of the East India Company ; relative to )| Richard Smith, Esq,
17‘,3' - = = -Apnl23. the Administration of Justice in India;—commencing in 1774, and taking

une 13. 25.— July 10, ~a View and carrying on a History of Transactions, to 1781 - o -

Nov. 18. & 20. )

1782. - - - March 27| Two Reports;—on Sums due to the Public; on Grants to the Company
1783. - - - March 12.f| of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa;—Capture of Madras and Fort William,}

>-—

J’EAST INDIA COMPANY ;——ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN INDIA, GRANTS TO THE

Sir Henry Fletcher, Bart.

and Restoration of the same ;—War in India, &c. N

VOL. VILVIIL. { EAST INDIA COMPANY ;——WAR IN THE CARNATIC, SECOND MARATTA WAR, } Presented by
\ J CHEYT SING, HYDER ALLY. \ J
1781. - - - - June37.]| Six Reports from the Committee of Secrecy, upon the Causes of the

1781, = - - - Julys. War in the Carnatic ;—commencing with the Appointment of Sir

1782, - - February 4. 6. Hector Munro to the Command of the Army, and including Transactions, || Lord Advocate of Scotland,
1782. - - March 1. 6. from 1765 to 1781 ; together with certain Papers concerning the Rajah (Henry Dundas, Esq.)
1782. - - - - May 27. Cheyt Sing, and the Success of the Company’s Arms against Hyder Ally,j ‘ ,

inscrted at the Close of the viiIth Volume - -
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CORN GRAIN, BREAD ASSIZE, PROVISIONS;—-CORN TRADE;—~WASTE LANDS;

‘VOL. IX.: { } Presented by
e — " 'POOR; CHARITABLE DONATIONS. —
1774. = - - = June 14. | Flour from Wheat;—Methods practiéed in the making of - - - | Thomas Pownall, Esq.

- : : . - ; Lord Mayor of London
1783. - - - April16. | Corn and graln;—Iul?ortatlon and Exportation of, 21 Geo. III. - -{ (l::.(Ho:?' Nath.l:ewnham.)
1783. - - - - May 28. | Another Report, from the same Committee - - - - - | George Dempster, Esq.
‘7?05 ’1 7;6.- {qoﬁ:iel:' :g § Corn ;—Five Reports from the Select Committee, on the high Price of - | Right Hon. Dudley Ryder-
1800. - Feb. 10. Mar. 6. | Bread and Grain ; respecting the Assize of Bread (See Vol. II1.) and the} Hawkesb

* Means of remedying the Deficiency of the Crop of 1709 - - .Jj Lord Hawkesbury.
1800. Nov. 24. to Dec. 31. Provnsuons — Six Reports on the high Price of - - - - | Right Hon. Dudley Ryder.
1801. - - February 12. Provisions ,—Flrst Report on the high Priceof - - - - -}
1801. - - February 23. | - Do~ - ;—Second Report - - - - e . - _r| Heory Bankes, Esq.
1801, - - February 24. Do. - ;—Third Report = - - - - - - - -] Right Hon. Dudley Ryder.
1801. - - - March 20. Do. - ;—Fourth Report - - - - - - - - - | Henry Bankes, Esq.
1801. - - - - Aprila2. Do. - ;—Fifth Report - - - - - - - - - | Isaac Hawkins Browne, Esq.
1801. - - - - May22]| Do. -;—Sixth Report - - - - - - - . 2 Mr Secretary at War,
1801, - - - June24.f| Do. - ;—Seventh Report I L (Right Hon. Charles Yorke.)
1802. - - - March 26. | Corn Trade between Great Britain and Ireland - - - = | Lord Glenbervie.
1705. - - December 23.‘l
1797. - - - April 27.;| Waste Lands;—on the Inclosnm and Improvement of - - - = | Sir John Sinclair, Bart.
1800. - - - April 17.J ' ’ Sic Cecil Wrav. Ba
. e ir Ceci ray rt.
1775. April 11. May 11. | Two Reports on the same Subject - Tttt Thomas Gilbert’, Exa,
1776. Feb. 21, May 21.}| Three Reports ;—on Orders of last Session (1775 Jy—Abstract of Returns|. ~ Sir Cecil Wray, Bart.
1777. =.- = May1s.J| from Overseers; Resolution of Committee, &c. - - - - -1 Thomas Gilbert, Esq.
1778. - = - - May 1. | Parish-Poor Children;—State of, in London and Middlesex - - - Owen SalusburyBrereton, Esq.
1787. - - - -May 23| po and Charitable Donations = - - = = - - - | Thomas Gilbert, Esq.
1788. - - - -Juoe 10.J
FISHERIES ;—— NEWFOUNDLAND TRADE;~——SALT DUTIES;——LINEN AND HEMPEN
MANUFACTURE ;—— FLAX SEED;—— COAL TRADE ;— COPPER TRADE;——LIFE
VOL. X. BOAT ;——SIERRA LEONE;——TURNPIKE ROADS AND HIGHWAYS;——NAVAL VO- Presented by
- LUNTEERS ; —— PRISONERS AT WINCHESTER; — SEDITIOUS SOCIETIES, AND-
TREASONABLE CONSPIRACIES.
1785. - - - -April263| _ L -
1786. - - - - Mays.J Pilchard Fisheries - - =« - « - - - - «|Sir William Lemon, Bart.
1785. - - - - May11. e r T .
1785. June 27. July 14.} British Fisheries - - e - - - - - - - | Henry Beaufoy, Esq
86. - - Feb :
17 € t;u;ze‘z;_} Four Reports, on the same Subject - - -« = - - -| Henry Beaufoy, Esq.
1798.  April 5. June 27. | British Herring Fisheries ;—Three Reports - - - - - - | Right Hon. Dudley Ryder.
1798. - - December 22.
1799. - - - March 19.;| Four Reports on the same Subject - - - - - =« - < | Nicholas Vansittart, Esq.
1800. May 12. June 30.
1793. - - - March 26.} L L oL _{ Right Hon. Dudley Ryder.
1703. April 24. June 17. Newfoundland Trade;—Two Reports Mich. Angelo Taylor, Esq.
1801. June18. June 30. | Salt Duties ;—Two Reports - - - = = = = =] Nicholas Vansittart, Esq.
1802. - - - - Mayio.| Linenand Hempen Manufacture of Ireland and Flax Seed; (See Vol.11. IIL) | Rt. Hon. Charles Bragge.
1800.  June 23. Dec. 3. | Coal Trade;—Two Reports- - - - - - - - - =| William Maaning, Esq.
1799. = - = - May 7. | Copper Mines, and Copper Trade - - - - - - - -} Lord Hawkesbury.
1802. - - - March 31. | Life Boat; (Mr. Greathead’s) ;—a new Invention - - - - - | Rowland Burdon, Esq.
1802. - - - - May 5. | Sierra Leone ;—on the State of that Colony - - - - - = | Lord Viscount Castlereagh.
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VOL. XI ANNUITIES;——PUBLIC INCOME;——BANK ; ~—CIVIL LIST;—SMUGGLING ;—EXPOR-]  p  0q gy
— { TATION OF SHEEP, WOOL, &c.~—DISTILLERIES IN SCOTLAND. -
1782, - - = - Julys. Annuities ;—Amount of Sums raised, bétwee;x Jan. 1776 and April 1782 - | Thomas Pitt, Esq.
1786. - - - March 21. Public Income and Expenditure ;—on the different Branches thereof - | R!:. Hon. W. W. Grenville.
1791. - - - - May 10. | The same Subject- - - - - - - - - = - Right Hon. Dudley Ryder.
1797. - - =- March 3. 7. | Bank of England ; Restriction on Payments in Cash ;—Two Reports - | Tho.Berney Bramston, Esq.
1797.  April 21. Nov. 17. | Two Reports on the same Subject - =« = - = = = = | Charles Bragge, Esq.
1802. - - - March 15. | Civil List ;—on Accounts relating thereto - - - - Rt. Hon. Charles Bragge.
1783. - - December 24.]| The Revenue (Smuggling);—on illicit Practices used in defraudmg — -
1784. - - March 1. 23,} Three Reports.—(See Vol. 1.) - - - - - Rt. Hon. William Eden.
1786. - - = - June 12.]| Ilicit Exportation of Wool, Live-Sheep, Worsted and Yarn, and of Live .
1;88. - = = March 5,} Sheep and Lambs, Wool, Wool Fells, &c. - - - - - -} Edward Phelips, Esq.
1798. - - - - Juse: !‘} Distilleries in Scotland ; on the Laws relating thereto - - <« - | Rt.Hon. Sylvester Douglas.
1799. - = - = Julyi2,
VOL. XII XI1I. FINANCE. Presented by
1797. - Mar. 31. July 17. | Debt and Taxes; 1.t03. - - - - = - = = -
‘ Collection of the Public Revenue; 4.to13. - - - - - -
Expenditure of the Public Revenue, and auditing Public Acconnts; 14. Charles Abbot, Esq
to 22. L T T
1798, - - - June 26. | Revenue, Debt, and Expenditure, for 1797; 23. 24. - - - -
Expenditure: Civil Establishment; 25. to 30. - - - = =7 Charles Abbot, Esq.-
Expenditure : Military Establishment; 31.t0 36. - - - - - : :
1798. - - - = - 1803.| Proceedings and Measures of Government on these Reports; and General
' Index to the Whole. i
ROYAL BURGHS OF SCOTLAND;——TEMPORARY AND EXPIRED AND EXPIRING LAWS;Y
v PROMULGATION OF STATUTES;—PLERSONS IN HOLY ORDERS ;——HIGH PRICE
VoL XIV., OF PAPER ;—VACCINATION ;—NITROUS FUMIGATION ;—TIHAMES AND ISIS ;— Presented by
PORT OF LONDON, AND LONDON .BRlDGE. )
1793. - = - - June17. | Scotland, Royal Burghs of ;—on Petitions and Papers - - - - | Rich. Br. Sheridan, Esq.
176. - - - - Mayis. Temporary Laws - - - = - = - - - - | Charles Abbot, Esq.
- 1802. - - - March 31. | Expired and Expiring Laws of the Umted Kingdom - = - -| Henry Alexander, Esq.
1796. - - December 5. . - ) ’
\Sot. - - - April 28, Statutes, Promulgation of ;—Two Reports - - - = - | Charles Abbot, Esq.
" 1801. - - - April 2. 14. Holy Orders efEligibility of Persons in, to s.it in the House .:—Tw.o Reports | Charles Bragge, Esq.
1801. - - - March 22. Paper ;—Petitions from Booksellers and Printers, on the high Price of - | Sir William Young, Bart.
1801, - - - - Mayé6.| Vaccine Inoculation ;——Pefit'ion of Dr. Jenner - = = = -| Heory Bankes, Esq.
.801. - - - - Juneio. | Nitrous Fumigation ;—Petition of l?r. Smyth - = = = - Henry Bankes, Esq.
1793. - - - - Mayiy. Thames and Isis Rivers ;—Navigation and Trade on - = = - | Ed. Loveden Loveden, Esq
176. - - - - May13. London, Port of ;—Accommodation for Trade and Shipping - = - | Sir William Young B,art '
) .
1709 = - = - Jumei] London, Improvement of the Port of;—Two Reports - - - -{ Lord Hawkesbury.
1799. - - = = Julyi] Charles Abbot, Esq.
1800. - - =- = July 28.| London, Port of; ) further M for the I ) )
‘%01, - - - - Junes.| London Bridge; S urther Measures for the Improvement of - - - | Nicholas Vansittart, Esq.
VOL. XV. { PUBLIC RECORDS OF THE KINGDOM, Presented by
1800. - - - July 4. 8. | Public Records ;—on the Nature, State, better Arrangement, and Preser-|
vation of :—Two Reports - - e - e - e }l Charles Abbot, Esq
B === =S m— —— 4
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Prax for the REvisioNn of RyMER’s FEDERA,
AND FOR THE FORMATION OF

A SuprPLEMENT and CONTINUATION

THERETO.

I

AT a BOARD of the Commissioners appointed by His Majesty on the Public Records of the Kingdom, holden
at the House of the Right Honourable the Speaker of the House of Commons, on Friday 25th March 1808 ;

 PRESENT, _
The Right Honourable CHARLES ABBoT, Speaker of the House of Commons.
The Right Honourable Lord FrREpERICK CAMPBELL.
The Right Honourable Jorn Lord REDESDALE.
The Right Honourable SyLvesTER Lord GLENBERVIE.
The Right Reverend Joun Lord Bishop of BaNGoRr.
The Right Honourable Sir Wirrram GranT, Master of the Rolls.
The Right Honourable ArcursarLp Corqunoun, Lord Advocate of Scotland.
The Right Honourable CHARLES BaTHURST.

e

THE Secretary stated, that Adam Clarke, LL.D. having been recommended on account of his extensive
Learning and indefatigable Industry, as a fit Person to revise and form a Supplement and Continuation to
RymERr’s FEDERA, had prepared An Essay or Report on the best Mode of executing such an Undertaking ;
which Report the Secretary delivered in, and the same was now read.

First Report upon the Formation of a Supplement and Continuation to Rymer’s Fadera.

Having been desired by the Right Honourable The Commissioners on the Public Records of the Kingdom,
to prepare an Essay or Report on the best Mode of forminga SuppLEMENT and CoNTINUATION to RYMER's
F&EpEeRra, I think it necessary, for the Purpose of executing this Duty in the most satisfactory Manner,

1. To give a Short History of the Origin and Progress of the Feedera.

II. To examine the comparative Merits of the different Editions, through which it has already passed.
III. To consider the Materials of which it is composed ; and how far they accord with the original Design.
IV. To take into View the projected Supplement and Continuation.

V. To consider the Nature of the proper Materials, and the Repositories in which they may be found.
VI. To suggest the best Mode of selecting, arranging, and editing these Materials.
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« Smculo duo-decimo; viz. ab anno 1101 ad nostra usque Tempora habita, aut tractata. Ex Autographis,
“ infra secretiores Archivorum Regiorum Thesaurarias per multa secula reconditis, fideliter exscripta.” Ac-
curante Thoma Rymer, &c.

Of this great National Work the first Fourteen Volumes were published in Mr. Rymer’s Life-time ; the
Fifteenth and Sixteenth were prepared for the:Press, and published after his Death by Mr. Sanderson, his As-
sistant, afterwards Keeper of the Rolls ; by whom also were added a Seventeenth Volume, with an extensive
Apparatus of Indexes ; and afterwards Three succeeding Volumes, making in the whole 20 Volumes Folio.

From any Thing we can learn from Mr. Rymer to the contrary, the whole of these Sixteen Volumes were
collected and arranged by himself; he does not acknowledge to have seen any previous Plan, or to have had
any Digests, Tables, Calendars, &c. to facilitate his Researches ; nor does he give the slightest Intimation, even
in his Dedication to Queen Anne, under whose Auspices the Work was undertaken ; nor how he came to be
employed in it, though he 'is, in that Dedication, circumstantial enough on Subjects in which the Historian and
Antiquary are less interested. His Silence on these Heads has induced many to believe, that he alone levelled
the Mountains, and filled up the Vallies, in this difficult and arduous March ; having explored a Path, which
even the Eagle’s Eye had not before seen.

"To detract from the Merit of Mr. Rymer’s Labours, Industry, and Accuracy, is exceedingly remote from my
Mind. He has deserved well of his Country in particular, and of Europe in general. His Work is a proud
Monument to the Glory of the British Nation, and to the enlarged Views and Munificence of those Sovereigns
under whose Auspices it was projected, conducted, and published. R

Leaving, therefore, Mr. Rymer in quiet Possession of his well-earned Literary Reputation, it may be necessary
to enquire what Helps he had at hand for the Compilation of this great Work ; at whose Suggestion it was
undertaken, and how from almost imperceptible Beginnings, it had a slow, but steady Growth for 137 Years,
previously to the Publication of the First Volume. '

I need not consider the various Attempts made in remote Reigns to methodize and arrange the invaluable
Materials, which came at last under the Hands of Mr. Rymer, as any thing peculiarly helpful to his Undertak-
ing; because the Attempts were, in general, either partial or abortive ; or the Tables, Calendars, and Indexes
thus made, either perished or became Private Property, and were thus, in general, lost long before his Time. Sir
Joseph Ayloffe, it is well known, has published an excellent Work on this Subject, entitled, *“ Calendars of the
“ Ancient Charters,” &c. to which is prefixed, “ An Introduction,” (the substance of which was furnished by
Mr. Astle) “ giving some Account of the State of the Public Records, from the Conquest to the present
“ Time.” From this well-written Piece, we may collect an Account of the Materials out of which the Feedera
grew, and may discern even the Form, Arrangement, and Title which the Work has assumed.

The Author of this Introduction informs us, thatin 1567, Queen Elizabeth, taking into Consideration the
confused and perilous State in which the Records of Parliament then lay, issued a Warrant, directed to Sir
William Cordell, Master of the Rolls, ‘‘ to deliver into the Hands of Mr. William Bowyer, the Kéeper of the
¢ Records within the Tower of London, all the Parliament, Patent, Treasurer’s Close and Fine Rolls, Bundles
¢« of Escheats, Inquisitions, Attainders, and Surrenders, and all other Rolls and Records whatsoever of her
“ Chancery, for the several Reigns of Richard I111. Henry vIi. Henry vIII. and Edward vI.” And we are

* further informed, that ““ Mr. Bowyer was the first who reduced the Tower Records into good Order, and

“ then digested and made Repertories of them.” This Compilation was contained in Six large Volumes
Folio; and in forming'it, the Author spent “ Eight Years, and above £.1,000. of his own Money.” Introd.
p- xxviii. Itis true, the Fruits of this laborious Man’s Industry are not now to be found, but when or how lost,
I cannot learn.

Having done so much for the Records of the Parliament and Chancery, the Queen extended her Care to the
other Courts ; for she directed Mr. Agard  to sort and digest, not only all the Records in the Four Treasuries
“ of the Exchequer, but also all the Original Leagues and Treaties of Peace, Truce, Alliance, and Marriage,
“ between England and Foreign Nations, and to make Calendars of them.” Introd. p. xxix. This Work
the industrious Author completed in the succeeding Reign; and it may be observed, that the Queen’s
Direction to Mr. Agard contains the very Articles that constitute the Title which Mr. Rymer has given to his
Collection.

The Papers of Mr. Agard falling into the Hands of Mr. Powel, he published them, first in 1622, and afterwards -
with considerable Additions in 1631, in a small Quarto, under the following Title: ¢ The Repertorie of Records
* remaining in the Four Treasuries, on the Receipt Side at Westminster; the Two Remembrancers of the

. Exchequer,
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« Exchequer, with a brief mtroductory Index of the Records of the Chancery and Tower ; as also a perfect
¢ Calendar of all the Records remaining in the Office of Records at the Tower of London, in the Years of
“ King John, Henry 1., Edward I., Edward 11, Edward 111, Richard 11, Henry 1v., Henry v.,; and
Edward 1v.” "Though thls is a very brief Work, it contains a vast Fund of Informatlon, and  bears every
Mark of good Judgment and unimpeachable Accuracy. To it Mr. Rymer must have been considerably
indebted ; other Helps of a similar Kind he might have had, with which I am unacquainted ; and even Hints
of such ‘an Undertaking are of considerable Use, for the smallest Pr1nc1ple, in the Hands of an Antxquary or
Blbhographer, often produces the most important Results.

In 1661 the Care of the Tower Records was confided to Mr. W. Prynne. This laborious Man is said ¢ to
“ have brought to light great Numbers of antient and valuable Parliamentary and other Records, which he
“ gorted, marshalled, and arranged in such Method, that by the Assistance of the Tables and Calendars which
he made; any Person might have easy Access to any of these Records.” ~ Ayloffe’s Introd. p. xxxvi.

“ The exact Abridgment of the Records in the Tower of London, from the Reign of K. Edward I1. to that
¢ of K. Richard IIL.” which he published from the Papers of Sir Robert Cotton, Fol. Lond. 1657, was a very
valuable Work in its Time: but, as it relates almost solely to the Parliamentary Records, it could be but of
little Use in the Plan of the FE&pEra, though other Collectlous of the same laborlous Antiquary have, doubtless,
contributed their Quota of Help.

But what led directly to the Object of the Undertaking, specified its Materials, and defined its Limits, was
the following. ~ Sir Joseph Ayloffe observes, that ¢ soon after K. William and Q. Mary’s Accession, Mr. Harley,
¢ afterwards Earl of Oxford, formed a Plan for printing at the Public Expense all the Leagues, Treaties,
¢ Alliances, Capitulations, and Confederacies, which had at any Time been made between the Crown of England
“ and other Kingdoms, Princes, and States ; intermixed with such Instruments and Papers of State, as either
“ more immediately related to them, or were curious and useful in illustrating the English History.” He com-
municated this Design to the Earl of Halifax, who not only approved of the Plan, but got Mr. Rymer, then

Historiographer Royal, appointed to carry it into Execution. All this Information we might have naturally
expected from Mr. Rymer himself.

That Mr. Rymer might have every Facility towards the Accomplishment of so great and useful a Work, he
received Q. Mary’s Warrant, dated August 20, 1693, empowering him “ to transcribe and publish all the:
“ Leagues, Treaties, Alliances, Capitulations, and Confederacies, which have at any Time been made between
¢ the Crown of England and any other Kingdoms, Princes, and States, as a Work highly conducing to our
“ Service, and the Honour of this our Realm.” And the same Warrant gave him Liberty of Access to all the
different Repositories of the Public Records. To this was added an Order of the King in Council, dated
April 12, 1694, to the Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, commanding him * to cause a Writ to be sealed, and
¢ directed to the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, and the Chamberlainsg
“ of the Exchequer, authorizing and requlrmg them to dehver., or cause to be delivered, to Mr. Thomas Rymer,

« all Leagues, Treaties, &c. remaining in the several Treasuries of the Exchequer, which he shall have Occasion
“ for, and desire.”

Thus encouraged and assisted,. Mr. Rymer commenced his Work, and published the First Vol. in 1704,
Eleven Years after the Date of the First Warrant. It seems, that at an early Period of the Undertaking, he
had employed Mr. Robert Sanderson as an Assistant; as we find him included with Mr. Rymer in a Third
Warrant, issued by Queen Anne, dated May 3d, 1707, giving them conjointly the same Authority to search,
transcribe, and publish, as by the preceding Instruments was given to Mr. Rymer alone. These Warrants are
all printed in the First Vol. of the §vo. Edit. of the Acta Regia, Lond. 1731, pp. xi.—xiii.

We have already seen that 14 Vols. of this Work were published during the Life-time of Mr. Rymer, who
died the same Year in which the 14th was published, viz. in 1713. The 15th and 16th he left prepared for the
Press, which, with the 17th, were published in the Course of the Four following Years, by Mr. Sanderson his
Assistant, who afterwards added Three additional Volumes. Thus was completed what may be properly
termed the First Edition of the F&pEra, begun in 1704, and completed in 1717.

This Edition soon becoming very scarce (for it is reported only 200 Copies were printed), Mr. Tonson
obtained the ““ Royal Privilege and Licence of K. George1. for the sole printing and publishing a new Edition
of the Fepera, “for the Term of 14 Years.” In this Work he engaged Mr. George Holmes, Keeper of the
Tower Records, as Editor, who calls it the Second Edition, ad originales Chartas in Turri Londinensi denuo
summd fide collata et emendata. Lond. 1727-35. Mr. Holmes seems to have conducted the Re-impression of
only 12 Vols.: the Re-impression of the other 8 is attributed to Mr. Sanderson.

- A new Edition was undertaken at the Hague in 1738 or 39, which was completed in 10 Vols. Folio, printed
with considerable Elegance on a much smaller Letter than either of the preceding Editions. In this Edition,

the FEDERA, properly speaking, is included in the first Nine Volumes; the Tenth is occupied with a very
- ) S S 0
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Appel'"d'x-’ copious General Index, and with the Analysis of the whole Work, published in French by Mr. Rapin, entitled,

o) “ Abregé historique des Actes publics d Angleterre recueillis par Thomas Rymer ;” and known in England by

PLAN the Title of Acta Regia. This Analysis was begun by Mr. Le Clerc as a Critique or Review, in the Acta

For Sopplement  E'ryditorum; continued by Mr. Rapin to the Conclusion of the 17th Volume, and brought down by an unknown

:::f ::,t: ”::‘;:::f Hand, to the Conclusion of Mr. Sanderson’s supplementary Volumes. Itis scarcely necessary to observe, that the
“—— —— FaDERA commences with a Convention between Henry I. King of England and Robert Earl of Flanders, made
at Dover, on the 16th of the Calends of June A. D. 1101, in the First Year of Henry’s Reign: and that the

last Instrument, with a Date, is a Letter from Paris, of March 23, 1654, the Sixth Year of the Reign of

King Charles I1.  After this Letter, there are two others without Dates, but their Contents show that they were

written some Time in the Course of the same Year. ’

"The whole Compilation, therefore, includes the Period of 553 Years. But it should be remarked, that in the
Reigns of Henry 1., Stephen, Henry I1., and Ricbard 1., there are not less than Sixty-seven Years, for which no
Kind of Instrument is found in the FEeperA. In the Reign of Henry I. 34 Years; in the Reign of Stephen
12 Years; in the Reign of Henry 1I. 20; and one in the Reign of Richard 1. From the Commencement of

the Reign of John, no Year is found blank.

Thus we hgw;e seen by what slow Steps this important Natioqal Work was brought into being, and raised to
its present State of Perfection. A Variety of pre-disposing Acts for the Preservation and Arrangement of the
Public Records, prepared its Way, by furnishing the Materials. At last, Mr. Harley’s Love of Literature, and
Zeal for the Honour of his Country, suggested the Plan, according to which the important Undertaking was
conducted ; and the Munificence of Three British Sovereigns, directing and encouraging the Industry of
Messrs. Rymer and Sanderson, brought it before the Public.

After Mr. Rymer’s Death an Attempt was made to examine the Public Repositories of the Records, to
ascertain their Contents, and the State of Preservation in which they were found. The Account of this Measure
is as follows: '

On Dec. g, 1718, an Order was issued by the House of Lords, appointing Committees “ to view the Records
“ of the Court of Chancery in the Tower, and those fit to be carried thither; and to consider what Place
“ there is proper to receive them: and likewise to view all such other Public Records as they shall think fit ;
* and in what Manner and Place the same are now kept.” This Order was carried into Execution, and very
important Proceedings took place in consequence, and a Report from these Committees was laid before the
House of Lords April 16, 1719, which with a humble Address were laid before His Majesty Ap. 17.—His
Majesty was graciously pleased, on the 18th of the same Month, to order that the Measures therein recommended
should be carried into Execution. By an Order of the Lords, the whole Praceedings relative to this Business
were printed in an 8vo. Form for the Use of their Lordships. The Copy from which I quote, bears Date,

London, 1723.

Whether all the Measures recommended in the above Work were carried into Execution, I cannot tell; but
if they were, they must have contributed much to the Preservation of the Public Records of the Kingdom.,

" Inthe Report made to the Lords on this Occasion, a general View is given of the following Offices, their
Contents, and the State of the Materials found in them: 1. The Tower; 2. The Rolls Chapel; 3. The Pipe
Office ; 4. The King's Remembrancer’s Office; 5. The Treasurer's Remembrancer’s Office; and, 6. The
Augmentation Office. '

IL.—View of the Comparative Merits of the different Editions through which the Federa has passed.

We have already seen that the FEDERA has passed through Three Editions ; the First by Mr. Rymer, assisted
by Mr. Sanderson ; the Second by Messrs. Holmes and Sanderson; and the Third by the Hague Booksellers,
with the Editor of which I am unacquainted. On the comparative Merits of these Three Editions, it may not
be improper to say a few Werds. ’ '

Of the First Edition there is no Occasion to say any Thing in this Place, as that ha;s been particularly described
under the preceding Head. ' -

Though the Second Edition professes to be summd fide collata & emendata ; yet it will be found, on a, carefu}
Examination, to possess few Excellencies beyond the former, except as far as the Originals of the Contents of the
FirstVols. are found in the Tower; those Mr. Holmes has collated with those Originals, and corrected many
Errata ; but there has not been a single Instrumentadded, nor even the few Omissa in the First Edition inserted
in their proper Places. The Third alone is that which will fairly bear a Comparison, because possessing several

- “Peculiarities. Of the Editor we know nothing. The Work appears to have been undertaken by the Dutch Book-
sellers merely for their own private Advantage; but it is pretty evident that the Person whom they procured to
superintend the Work, was both judicious and learned. In the Title-Pages of all the Vols. it uniformly pro-
fesses ta be formed after the Second London Edition ; but adds, Editio tertia, prioribus langé amplior & emendatior.

‘ Haga
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Hage Comitis, apud Joanem Neaulme. The Second Vol. bears the Date 1739 ; the First and Tenth, that - APpendix,
of 1745. Tt islikely that this Edmon was begun in 1738. In this Re-impression, the following are the Pe- )
culiarities referred to above - PLAN

L All the English Papers are translated into French; but the Original is preserved-in a parallel Column. mﬁ“&i‘:ﬂ::::if

II. At the Conclusion of the FEDERA, which terminates in the Ninth Volume, are found Epistole Marige, R¥42%'® Favena.
Regmze Anghe, ad extraneos Principes et Republicas, ab Anno 1554 ad Annum 1558, Desumpte ex Ma-
nuscripto Originaki in Bibliothecd Ducis Kentie. These Letters, probably written by Roger Askham, who
was Latin Secretary to the Queen, are 107 in Number; and though not of very great Importance, yet some
of them tend to throw a little light over the Political and Ecclesiastical History of that most afflictive Period, in
which both the Church and State were brought to the verge of Ruin. These, certmuly, should not be neglected,
either in a new Edition of the F&DERA, or Supplement to that Work.

IIT. A Tract, entitled, De I'Estat et Gowoernment du Royaume d’ Angleterre, avec nowvelle Addition des
principales Cours du dit Royaume, et des Officiers d'icelles Cours. Faict & la Main le 38 Mars de Uan de
Salut 1565, pendant le Regne de la Serenissime et Excellentissime Princesse, la Reine Elizabeth, par un Gentil-
homme, Ambassadeur en France pour Sa Majesté, apres le Roi Charles I.X. de ce nom. This Manuscript is said
to have been “ given by the late Prince of Condé to the Count de Bethune.” However useful the Information
glven in this Tract might have been to the French, the Dutch, or even the Enghsh it is utterly out of its Place
in such a Collection as the F&epERA ; unless it could be considered asa State Paper, written by Royal Authorlty
This Subject, however, deserves to be more carefully examired *.

IV. The Tenth Volume is composed of Abregé sttorzque des Actes Publics d’AngIeterre, recueillis par
Thomas Rymer. This is the French Original of what is called the Acta Regia, bégun by Mr. Le Clerc, as we
have already seen, and continued by Mr. Rapin, which it appears the Earl of Halifax encouraged him to
perform ; and for this Purpose had the different Volumes of the FEDERA sent to him in the Course of their
Publication. It takes in more than the Engllsh Edition translated by Mr. Whately, as it gives an Analysis of
the 20th Volume of the FepEera, which is not found in either the Folio or Octavo Edition of ‘the Acta Regia.
But of this Work I propose to speak more particularly in another Place.

V. It contains also a very copious and useful Index of the principal Matters in the Twenty Volumes of the
FapERa, but adapted here to the Nine Volumes of the Dutch Edition. It is well known that the London
Editions have no Index to the Three last Volumes; and that the Indez Nominum, and Index Locorum, &c. are
printed at the End of the Seventeenth Volume ; and that the latter Index is divided into Seventeen Parts, each
Part including the Subjects of its corresponding Volumé. This is very inconvenient, as sometimes it may
require Seventeen distinct Searches to find the Subject in question.

If we consider the Importance and great Utility of the F&pERra to the Civil, Ecclesiastical, and Literary
Interests of the Country, we may be astonished to find it at present so little known ; and that a Work, which a
its first Appearance sold for a Hundred Guineas, should, till very lately, have been sold for Fifteen or Twenty
Several Causes have contributed to this.

1. Only 200 Copies of the First Edition are said to have been printed. 2. Many Sets of the more portable
Dutch Edition getting over into this Country, were sold cheap ; and this in a Measure supplanted the Origipal.
3. The Publication of Mr. Rapin’s Acta Regia, which was always considered to be a faithful Abridgment of
the FEpERA, was deemed also by many to be a complete Substitute for it. This again produced a further Neglect
of the Original Work.  On this Subject it may be necessary to say a few. Words.

The Acta Regia is certainly a Work of considerable Merit; and it is much to be regretted that the Fepera
had not been conducted on a similar Plan. Then, indeed, it would have been the greatest and most useful
diplomatic Werk ever exhibited to the World : but though the Acta Regia may serve as a useful Index to the
F&DERA, it never can be a Substitute for it, but with very superficial Enquirers, who must often commit them-
selves by an implicit Reliance on the Acta Regia, as it omits many important Acts and Instruments found in
the Original Work. .

These are the principal Causes of the low Estimation in which the F&pERA is now held, to which might,
perhaps, be added a general Ignorance of its Importance; as it is now scarcely known to any but Statesmen
and Civilians. I venture, however, to predict, that since the Right Honourable the Commissioners on the Publie
Records of the Kingdom have taken up the Subject, and have recommended both a Supplement to, and a Con-
tinuation of, the Original Work, it will in consequence, when they accomplish their laudable design, become one
of the searcest, and perhaps the highest priced Books, in the Republic of Letters. The Hints which the Public
have already heard oa this Subject, have raised the Work to more than double its former Price, and have caused
every Copy on Sale to be bought up. :

#* This Point has been examined in a succeeding Report, and a full Account given of this Tract.
4+ An ample Account of this Work also has been laid before His Majesty’s Commissioners in a succeeding Report.
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111.—Of the Materials of which the Federa is composed ; and how far ltlie;v/ accord with the original Desz'o'n

Havmg considered the Origin of this Work, the different Editions through which it has passed and theu'
comparative Merits, I come now to examine the Materials of which it is composed.

-

According to the Plan ofits Noble Projector, the Earl of Oxford, it should consist of « All Leagues, Treaties,
“ Alliances, Capitulations, and Confederacies, which have at any Time been made between the Crown of
“ either more immediately relate to them, or are curious and useful in illustrating the English History;” and
according to its own Title, which is an abridged Echo of the above, it consists of “ The Leagues, Conventions,
“ Letters, and all' other Public Acts, between the Kings of England, and all other Emperors, Kings, Popes,

“ Prlnces, or Communities.”

Whoever carefully examines the Work, will find, that though the Title agrees in general with the Contents,
yet there are many Exceptions.

(1.) Itshould contain all the Leagues, Conventions, &c. which could have been found : but this is not the
Case; as sevesal important Instruments in the Collectanea Rymeri, in other Parts of the Cottonian
Librar_y, and in several other Repositories of the Public Records, sufficiently evince.

(2.) It should contain only important and authentic Documents : but whoever closely considers it, will
find it contains many unimportant, and some dubious. Instruments. See, for example, the Letter

of the Old Man of the Mountain to the Duke of Austria *.

(3.) It contains several .Documents, which, however authentic, are perhaps lmprOper to be pubhshed
I shall refer to Two Descriptions of thls Kind. of Acts.

I. Those Papers and Letters which disclose certain Secrets of Government, which I think it must be ever
prudent to conceal; e. g. The Letters and Communications of those minor confidential Persons, whom
Government, having to do with a powerful and subtle Foe, or with a procrastinating or faithless Ally, is some-
times, though reluctantly, obliged to employ. In such a Work, the Intelligence communicated by a Spy should
never be inserted, unless it tend to develope some strong or important Fact, which without such Assistance
would remain obscure, and destitute of its dlplomatlc Causes and Consequences.

II. Those Acts which disclose Family Secrets : I mean Royal Acts of Oblivion, passed on Crimes, ‘where
the King, using his Royal Clemency, so far forgives the Culprit, thatall Proceedings in Civil and Ecclesiastical
Law shall be stayed ; the Crimes, as far as they affect Civil Society, or the Posterity of the Offenders, being
fully pardoned. Thatsuch Acts as the above should be recorded, I am well aware ; and that they may be useful
as Matters of Reference, I have no Doubt: but perhaps it were better that none such should be published,
except where the Family implicated is extinct. On this, as well as on some other Grounds, we may regret
with Sir J. Ayloffe, ¢ that Mr. Rymer had not more maturely considered the Nature, as well of several of those
¢ Instruments which he printed, as of many which he omitted.”

From the Title of the FEpERA, the Reader is led to expect nothing but Public Acts; but he finds a large
Proportion of the Work to consist of Private Acts, both of an Ecclesiastical and of a C|v11 Nature. These,
several intelligent Persons think a Blemish in the Work, and should be omitted in a new Edition; * as they
“ are in Hosuhty to the Title-Page.” T was of this Opinion myself, until I recollected the Plan of the Earl of
Oxford ; which states, that the Leacues, Treaties, &c. should be * intermixed with such other Insruments and
4 Papers of State, as either more immediately related to them,” (i. e. the Leagues, &c.), ¢ or were curious
“ and useful in illustrating the English History.” This wish of the learned Nobleman, Mr. Rymer evidently
keptin view, in different Parts of the latter Volumes of his Compilation especially; though he has often lost
sight of it when he might have met it with great Advantage ; and has made no Provision for it in his Title-
Page. Probably he thought the Head Litere comprehended the principal Partsof these Materials ; and it must
be granted, that most of them do fall under this Title.

It has been objected also, that there appears too great a Proportion of Ecclesiastical Mattersin the Collection,
‘many of which are of little Importance as Facts, and are never likely to be resorted to as Precedents. This
may be deemed an Imperfection : but when we take into Consideration the great Influence claimed and ex-
erted over England by the Church of Rome in those early Times; particularly from the 12th to the. 16th
Century, we need not be surprised at the ‘Multitude of Ecclesiastical Acts, which occur in the Fepera. The
Regal Authority in those Days, was only an Echo of the Papal Power ; and the State was scarcely seen or
acknowledged, but in its Vassalage to the Romish Church.

* See Strictures upon this Instrument in a subsequent Report,
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IV — Consideration relative to the intended Supplement to Rymer’s Federa.

The perfecting of this great National Work, seems to have been one of the earliest Objects, that engaged the
Attention of the Right Honourable The Commissioners “ constituted and appointed by His Majesty’s Royal
¢ Commission, bearing Date the 19th July 1800, to consider the State of the Public Records of the Kingdom.”
And they directed their Secretary ¢ to write to the Keeper of the Records in the Chapter House of West-
“ minster ; the Keeper of the Records in the Chapel of the Rolls; the Keeper of the Records of the Privy
“ Council ; and the Clerks of the Signet; and to the Keeper of the State Paper Office, to consider and report
“ to this Board, of a proper Selection of Instruments and State Papers in their Custody respectively, for the
¢ Purpose of forming a Supplement to Rymer's Fe&pera, during the Period of Time which that Work cOm-
“ prehends ; and also of a Selection to form a Continuation of that Work, to the Accession of King George I1.”

Few who have consulted the FEDERA, have thought that Mr. Rymer commenced his Work at the most proper
Period. Neither the Year 1101, nor the Accession of Henry I., constitutes any remarkable Era in our Annals

or History: he should at least have gone back as far as the Norman Conquest in 1066. This is a remarkable

Era: none, indeed, more so, previously to the Revolution ; it brought about Changes, the Influence of which
has been felt through every Period of our History, from that Time to the present Day.

Should it be said, “ that we cannot in general depend upon the Authenticity of the different Instruments, which
“ occur prior to the Accession of Henry I.;” it may be answered, that we have a great Variety of Documents
previously to that Time, the Authenticity of which cannot be questioned ; and several others, which though not
indubitably genuine, may be proved to stand on as fair a Ground as many in the F€pera. It is true, that by
Stat. Westm. 3d Edw.I. c. 39, the Year 11 89, or the First Year of Richard I. is assngned as the Com-
mencement of the legal Term, defined, “ within the Time of Memory ;” but this certainly cannot be understood,
as stigmatizing with uncertainty, the Accounts we have of previous Transactions ; had this been so understood,
and had the Fepera been constructed upon this Definition, some of the most important and valuable of its
Materials bad never seen the Light. And if all, prior to that Time, were to be considered dubious or uncertain,
many important Articles in the FEDERA, and in our antient Historians, as well as numerous important Laws,
must be rejected as presumptively spurious. ~ Even Pére Hardouin, the most fastidious of Chronological Critics,
would enter his Protest against such a Conclusion.

With the utmost Deference, then, and perfectly under Correction, I submit the Opinion, that the Supplement
to Rymer, projected by the Right Honourable The Commissioners, should embrace not only the Period of Time
which that Work comprehends, but also the Time antecedent to it, at least from the Norman Conquest. If
legitimate Materials can be procured to fill up this Chasm, as well as that from the 2d of Henry I. in 1103, to
the Second after the Accession of Stephenin 1137, it will be a Corisummation devoutly to be wished. There
is no Paperin the FEDERA for any of these Periods. The First, indeed, does not come within the Time it com-
prehends. At any Rate, it can neither injure nor retard the Undertaking, to collect, in the Course of Search
for other Materials, all that seems to be proper to fill up the Chasm, from the Norman Conquest to the
Accession of Henry 1. These may be carefully examined according to the Rules of Diplomatic Criticism ; the
uninteresting and spurious rejected, and those worthy of the Work inserted in their proper Places.

V.—Of the Materials proper for this Work ; and the Repositories in which they may be jbund
" As to the Materials proper for this Work, they are yet latent in their respective Repositories : These are,

1. The British Museum. 2. The Chapter House, Westminster. 3. The Tower. 4. The Rolls Chapel.
5. The State Paper Office. 6. The Privy Council Office. 7. The Signet Office, &c. &c.

The Nature of the Documents contained in the above Repositories need not be pointed out here, as they have
all been referred to in the Transactions of this Commission. It is sufficient to know, that in them principally
must be sought the Matenals which are to compose both the Supplement to, and the Contmuatxon of the
FEpEra.

It would be well also, if the Intercourse with France were open, to obtain Permission for a confidential Person
to go over, and examine the Contents of the Imperial Library ; as there is much Reason to believe, that several
important Documents were carried thither on the Abdication of James II., and especially such as related to
the Stuart Administration, and to the History of the Queen of Scots; for notwithstanding the Labours of
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several learned Men, an impenetrable Cloud still hangs over this Part of our History : as to the Transactions .

between Queen Elizabeth and that unfortunate Princess, little that is satisfactory appears in the FEDERA ; as
there is but one Act relating to the SubJect from 1563 to 1587.

Perhaps it may not be going too far to say, that there is much Reason to suspect that several important
original Records have been purloined from the Tower and other Repositories in Times of public Distraction.



Appendix,
(0]

PLAN
For Supplement
and Continuation of
RyMER'S F@DERA.

————

122 APPENDIX TO FIRST GENERAL REPORT FROM

—
—_—

Ayloffe has observed, that all these Bundles, except that for An. 7, are now lost. If these have been removed,
might not others of greater Importance have been removed also? And does not the Paucity of Public Acts, in
eventful Periods of our History, in which an Abundance might reasonably be expected, prove that Depredations
must have been committed on the Public Records ? On this Subject, see the Introduction to SirJ aseph Ayloffe’s

Calendars, pp. 6, 34, and 36.

Besides the Documents in the Repositories already mentioned, there may be many in the Bodleian and other
Public Libraries, in the different Cathedrals, in the Private Libraries of Antiquaries, and in those of curious
CdqJectors of rare and antient MSS. It might be well to invite Noblemen and Gentlemen, who may possess
such valuable Papers of this Description, to permit them to be copied for the Benefit of this Work. An
Application of this Kind would certainly not be without Effect; and even one authentic Document, thus
recovered, might be an invaluable Acquisition to the FEDERA. It must, however, be granted, that all Com-
munications of this Kind should be received with the extreme of Diffidence and Caution ; nor should any be
adopted until it had been fully subjected to the Ordeal of Diplomatic Criticism, which alone determines the
Criteria by which spurious and counterfeit Acts can be distinguished from those which are genuine.

The Letters of Queen Mary, published in the Dutch Edition of the FEDERA, are a Proof that the Libraries of
Individuals may be resorted to, in a Case like the present, with considerable Success. The Propriety of such
a Measure as that recommended above, has not escaped the Notice of the Right Honourable the Commissioners,
who have ordered a general Search to be made for “ Originals, Records, and MS. Copies of Charters and
¢ Statutes,” through the principal Public Libraries in the Nation. This Measure, in Reference to the Object
for which it was recommended, has been carried into Execution ; and from it they have received very satisfactory
Reports, and some invaluable original Instruments.

VI1.—Of the Mode to be adopted in selecting, arranging, and editing the Materials for the Wort.

On the best Mode of conducting the projected Supplement and Continuation, it is difficult in the present
Stage of the Business to decide. With respect to the general Inquiry, I am fully of Opinion, that nothing can
be proposed better calculated to answer the End, than that recommended by the Right Honourable Board itself,
viz. “ That the Keepers of the different Records, and the Clerks of the Signet, do consider and report to the
“ Board of a proper Selection of Records, Instruments, and State Papers, in their Custody respectively, for the
* Purpose of forming a Supplement and Continuation of Rymer's FEpera.” The slightest Departure from this
Principle should not be admitted. The Keepers of these Records must be best acquainted with the Materialsg
under their Care ; and consequently the best qualified to examine, select, and transcribe, what may appear most
proper for the Accomplishment of this great Design. :

To aid them in their Researches, those Gentlemen should always have at hand a Copy of the F&pERa, or a
Synoptical Abridgment of it. By this they could at once see whether the Instrument they had discovered had
been already published. When they had found an unpublished Original, suitable to the present Undertaking,
they should order it to be fairly transcribed, paying the utmost Attention to the Dates, Names of Persons,
Places, &c. and the Place or Office where deposited. They should collate and verify the Copy with the Original,
and attest it as thus collated and verified. ~All Papers thus transcribed and verified, should be delivered into the
Hands of such confidential and qualified Person, as the Right Honourable Board might think fit to appoint,
whose Business should be to arrange, methodize, and connect the Materials into a regular Series; to collate
them with the Histories of the Times to which they respectively belong ; and examine whether any important
Transaction of those Times, in which the State was particularly concerned, were not noticed by some Public
Act: and if none appeared in the Collections put into his Hands, he should have the Power of directing a further
Investigation of Records; and in order to lessen the Labour consequent on this additional Search, he should
specify the Object of it, and direct to the Year under which it should be sought, as well as to the Place in which
it was most likely to be found.

In all Cases of Doubt, the said Person should have Access to the Autographs themselves, that in their
Presence he may have the Opportunity of verifying the Transcripts with the Originals.

In the Work of Research, the very excellent and judicious Compilation of Sir J oseph Ayloffe, and the
Calendarium Rotulorum Patentium, the new Catalogues of the Cottonian and Harleian Libraries, published
under the Direction of the Record Commission, may be of considerable Use. Implicit Confidence, however,
can be placed on nothing but the Originals ; for it will be observed with Concern, that some of the Articles in
the Calen. Rot. Patentium bear different Dates from their Transcripts, published in the F&pEra. There must
be a Mistake somewhere. Both the Dates cannot be true : an Examination of the Originals only can ascertain
to which Work the Mistake attaches; and even when found, it will probably prove no more than the extreme
Difficulty of such Compilations : for where Multitudes of Dates and Names occur in every Page, it is almost
impossible to keep the Work free from Error. :

It is a’Question of considerable Difficulty, what is the best Model after which a Work of this Kind should be
published? Were it intended only to furnish Precedents, the Arrangement of Materials in Chronological Order

might be deemed sufficient ; and thus the Supplement and the Continuation might be conducted on the Plan
of
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of the Original Work. It is true, that this would produce a comparatively shapeless Mass of Materials, having Appendix,
little Connection or mutual Dependence beyond whmt they derive from their Chronological Arrangement ; but ),
it has this Advantage, that all the Acts of one Sovereign are seen in their successive Order; and a good Index PLAN

~ would supply the Place of a systematic Arrangement, and by this Means the different Materials might be easily  For Supplement-

classified for any existing Purpose. . and Continuation of,
RYMER'S FEDERA,

If the Work were intended merely to supply the place of a regular History, it would greatly add to its Utility, -
though it would require much more Time and Pains in the execution, to show by short Notes at the Bottom,
what gave rise to the particular Instruments which form the Body of the Compilation; and how each, either
terminated in itself, or produced another regal Act, &c. This would be taking a middle Course bhetween the
present arid Appearance of the FEDERA, and that concatenated Historical Abridgment of its Materials, given
by Le Clerc and Rapin.

‘When the Compiler has formed what he judged a proper Selection from the Materials put into his Hands, and
has arranged and connected them into a regular Series, previously to their going to the Press, they should all
be subjected to the Inspection of the Right Honourable the Commissioners, with whom alone, should lie the
ultimate Decision concerning what is proper, and what improper to be published.

The FEDERA, as it now stands, may be considered the Work of an Individual ; and he alone is responsible for
its Defects ; for it does not appear that Mr. Rymer's Work was subjected to any Examination beyond his own :
but the Case will be widely different in the projected Supplement and Continuation. These will not, cannot be
considered by the Public as the Work of a private Person. The Commissioners will be considered as prin-
cipally responsible for whatever is done under their Authority ; consequently too much Caution cannot be used,
and too much Care cannot be taken, to make the Work worthy of its grand Object, and of those under whose
Auspices it is compiled and issued.

As the Supplement from the Nature of its Materials must be slowly formed, it would be well to put no Part
to the Press until the Whole be compiled ; for as Instruments of a prior Date to those already in hand, may be
the Fruits of subsequent Searches, the Whole should be collected and arranged before any Part is printed, that
there may be no Appendices nor Omissa, which in a Supplement would be peculiarly improper. The Con-
tinuation from the Period where the FEDERA ends, may, however, be proceeded on in a different Way. Each
Volume might be put to Press as soon as prepared.

A Number of Observations, relative to this and other Departments of the Work, present themselves to my
Mind; but I wave them for the present ; and, with all due Deference, submit every Opinion here expressed, to
the Correction of The Commissioners, whose Province it is, not only to decide on the Merits of this Essay and
Plan, but also on the best Mode of accomplishing a Work, of which they are the Projectors and Patrons.

18 March 1808. \ (Signed) ApaM CLARKE,
WaErevPoN the Board approving of the Method suggested by Dr. Clarke for the Execution of this Work ;

OrDpERED, That the Secretary do obtain Admission for Dr. Clarke to make Searches in the several Public
Offices, Libraries, and Repositories, which it may be necessary for him to consult.

-—
—

= —————

AT a BOARD of the Commissioners appointed by His Majesty on the Public Records of the Kingdom, holden
at the House of the Right Honourable the Speaker of the House of Commons, on Tuesday 2d May 1809 ;

PRESENT,

The Right Honourable CeArLEs ABBOT, Speaker of the House of Commons,

The Right Honourable Lorp FrREDERICK CAMPBELL.

The Right Honourable Joa~ Lord REDESDALE.

The Right Honourable SyrLvesTER Lord GLENBERVIE.

The Right Reverend Joun Lord Bishop of BaNGor.

The Right Honourable Sir WirLrram GraNT, Master of the Rolls.

The Right Honourable ArcH1BaLD CorqurouN, Lord Advocate of Scotland,

The Right Honourable CHARLES BATHURST. : -

THE Secretary stated, that Dr. Clarke had been diligently employed since the 25th March 1808, in collecting
Materials at the British Museum, Tower, Rolls, &c. and in comparing them with the Contents of Rymer’s
Printed Work.

NARNMERFEN That DNDr Clarke he decired tn nrenara and lav hafare tha Raard a fiirthar Rennrt nnnan the Partio
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Second Report on Rymer's Feedera.

IN consequence of the Order of the Board of 2d May 1809, whereby I am desired to prepare and lay before
the Board, a further Report upon Rymer’s FEDERA, and the best Plan for forming a Supplement and Continu-
ation thereto, together with my Opinion upon the Expediency of conformlng to the Plan adopted by Rapin in
his Acta Regia, I have the Honour to state as follows:

§ 1.
Frrst, The Plan proposed by Mr. Harley, afterwards Earl of Oxford, was the fol[owmg “To print at the
% Public Expense all the Leagues, Treaties, Alliances, Capitulations, and Confederacies, which had, at any
“ Time, been made between the Crown of England and other Kingdoms, Princes and States, intermixed with
¢ such Instruments and Papers of State, as either more immediately related to them,” (i. e. to the Leagues,
Treaties, &c.), “ or were curious and useful in illustrating the English History.”

Mr. Harley’s Plan properly divides itself into Two Parts :
1. The collecting and publishing all the Leagues, Treaties, &c. between the Crown of England and other
Kingdoms and States. .

2. The collectmg and publishing all such Instruments and Papers of State as might illustrate those Leagues,
&c. in particular, and cast Light on English History in general.

The First Part of this Plan, as we have already seen, was executed with considerable Zeal and Diligence by
Mr. Thomas Rymer, the Historiographer Royal, who had been recommended by the Earl of Hahfax, as a proper.
Person to accomplish Mr. Harley's Design. : ,

To the Second Part, he appears to have paid but comparatively little Attention, especlally in the earlier
Volumes of his Work ; as it seems to have been his original Design to insert what may be termed -Regal Acts
only; and hence, few illustrative Papers, curious and antient Documents that were not of this Description,
however authentic, were permitted to occupy a Place in the FEDERA.

That he afterwards altered his Plan, probably on the further Suggestion of the Earl of Oxford, appears from
“Two Considerations.

1. That his latter Volumes have a much greater- Proportion of those curious and illustrative Papers than
the former ones, which cannot be accounted for, on the Paucity of such Materials in his earlier
Periods ; as 1 have discovered and selected many in Times over which he passed, and with several
of which I can scarcely think he was wholly unacquainted.

2. This Alteration of Plan farther appears from the Collections in 59 Volumes, Fol. (1)*, which he appears
to have made after the principal part of his Work was published, and which are now deposited in the
British Museum, extending from A. D. 1115 to 1698, and which are principally composed of In-
struments of the Description recommended in the Second Part of the Earl of Oxford’s Plan.

Hence I am led to the Conciusion, that Mr. Rymer’s Plan was originally to publish Regal and Public Acts
only, and such as he found sealed, or otherwise unequivocally authenticated ; and this was probably the Reason
why he commenced the Work with the First Year of the Reign of IHenry I. as prior to that Period he found

o sealed public Instrument ; and probably few or none such exist.

That the Collection should commence at so late a Period as the Accession of Henry L., could, in my Opinion,
never have been the Design of the original Projector ; for, as he wished that * all Papers and Instruments which
¢ were curious and useful for the Illustration of the English History,” should form a Part of the great aggregate
Collection, so he must have des;gned that the Work should ascend, at least to the Termination of what may be
called our fabulous Times, and take in every authentic Instrument, whether Saxon or Latin, that might cast even
one steady Ray of Light on the Subject. Why Mr. Rymer should not have done this, we may readily conjecture,
and conjecture too with the most plausible Appearance of Truth. It would have consumed much Time, and have
been extremely laborious and perplexing. I feel in soime respect competent to deliver an Opinion on this Subject,
from the Difficulties I have experienced, in the Researches I have made in the Period preceding the Accession of

Stephen,

N\

* From the following Note in the Work intituled, “ State of the Public Records of this Kingdom,” p. 103, it appears
that this Collection, called, The Collectanea of Rymer, was, after his Death, purchased by Government.

“ The Committee of the House of Lords, (mentioned p. 26,) having received Information that several Transcripts of
4 Records left by the late Mr. Rymer, and not printed, were now in the Hands of Mr. Awnsham Churchill, a Bookseller,
“ their Lordships thereupon sent for, and examined the said Mr. Charchill, who acknowledged the said Transcripts were
“ in hi§ Custody, but he looked upon them to be only Papers which the said Mr. Rymer threw by as not fit to print ; and
¢ that his Executrixhad procured them to be bound, and they were paid for by the Treasury, and were to be applied for the
« public Inspection. And he further informed the Committee, that the said Transcripts were ready to be delivered as
¢ Direction shall be given. And their Lordships have since given Direction that the same be, for the present, put into-
“ the Custody of the said Mr. Incledon, your Lordship’s Housekeeper.”
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Stephen, or rather of Henry I1., when the F&epERA may be properly said to commence; as there are only Seven
Papersinit in the Reign of K. Stephen, and only Two in the long Reign of Henry 1., where it professes to begin.
In both these Reigns several Documents of considerable Importance w111 be found in the Collection now in hand.

With respect to Rymer’s Arrangement of his Materlals, it is only: necessary to observe, that he has been
. directed by Chronology alone. His Kings, of course, follow each other in Chronological Order ; and the
" Documents produced under each Reign succeed to each other in the same Way, without the shghtest Attempt
at Classification, a very few Instances excepted, or any other Arrangement than that of the successive Years of
each Reign, and the consecutive Months, and Days of the Month, of each Year.

There is a Defect of Plan in the FEDpERA, which has been noticed by several: the following are the Words
of Mr. Le Clerc on the Subject :—

« 1] seroit A souhaiter que M. Rymer nous eut fait en peu de mots, ’histoire et le plan de son dessein, et nous
«_eut donné quelque description des Archives d'oll ceés Actes ont &té tirés. Je suis persuadé que le Public auroit
“ regu agréablement ce petit detail. Il s’est contenté de nous donner dans son preface, une liste de divers faits,
“ par le moyen desquels on peut redresser, ou supplier I'histoire, et semble promettre quelques remarques sur
“ les Actes, qu'il publie.” Bibliotheque Choisie. Sir Joseph Ayloffe and others have made similar Complaints.

Whoever, therefore, in consulting the FEDEKA, wishes to find out an Act of a particular Description, and
other Acts of the same Kind, if he know not the particular Year in which it occurs, must run down the whole
Reign in its chonological Series, which must necessarily occupy a considerable Portion of Time, as many Cases
may occur, in which the Indices will afford little or no Assistance. These Observations may be sufficient to
answer the Desire expressed by the Right Honourable the Commissioners, “ that the Papers, Documents, &c.
« under each Head in the FEDERA, should be described by Classes,” as no Classification exists, and there are
scarcely any separate Heads to be found in the Work.

§ 2.

To the SECOND QuEesTioN of the Right Honourable the Commissioners ; viz. “ What is the Plan on which
“« the Selections for the Supplement and Continuation are proposed to be made ?” I beg Leave to answer.

I 1think a very essential Distinction should be made between the Plan of the Supplement and that of the
Continuation : when I undertook, by Order of the Commissioners, to make these Selections, it first appeared to
me that the Plan of the Supplement should be the same with that of the Work whose Deficiencies it is intended

to supply.

1st, Because it seems most consistent that the Supplement should have the same Arrangement with-the
original Work, however exceptionable that Arrangement, in Reference to the lucidus Ordo, may appear.

2dly, Because I did not know that it might be practicable to make any other Arrangement, onaccount of the
Paucnty of Instruments under certain Departments ; as I was aware that the dlﬁ'erent Archives had already
been ransacked by the original Compilers, so that the few Documents of Importance which now remain, possibly
may not be capable of any other Arrangement than that of their Predecessors in the FepERA. If, however,
farther Researches should bring to light any considerable Number of valuable Materials, another and better
Mode of Arrangement may be successfully attempted ; and this Measure, as far as I am personally considered,
1 have left to Discretion, to be proceeded on in that way which may appear most proper, when the Selections
shall be completed. :

With respect to the Continuation, * the Plan of which” (I have already stated) ¢ should be widely different
¢ from that of the Supplement,” I beg Leave to offer my Opinion.

1. The Continuation will be an entirely new and complete Work, and consequently may be constructed on
any Plan which the Wisdom of The Commissioners may devise, as the most proper and useful.

2. ‘Any such Plan will be practicable, as the Instruments have not been already culled, have suffered nothing
from the Wastes of Time, being comparatively recent, and are in greater Abundance than those of preceding
Ages. 1 would advise, therefore, that a distinct and scientific Arrangement of this Part of the Work should be
at once adopted, and the Selections, to save Waste of Time and Labour, be made on the Plan of Arrangement
previously to be laid down. Then all Documents of a similar Description would be found under one Head;
and the Chronological Arrangement would complete their Order. The Inquirer, therefore, in consulting the
Work when edited, would be saved from the Perplexity and Embarrassment produced by the heterogeneous
Mivtnre in the Orisinal Work. which we mav reasonablv subpose have freauentlv prevented Persons from findine
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Articles will necessarily be classified, this will, in a considerable Measure, supply the Want of Classification in
the Work itself, which may be continued in its Chronological Arrangement as before.

§ 3.

TrirpLy, The Right Honourable The Commissioners order those who are employed in the Work, to
“ consider and state their Opinion upon the Expediency of forming the Supplement according to the Plan
¢ adopted by Rapin in his Acta Regia.”

As T have already spoken concerning the Supplement, considered merely in relation to its supplying the
Deficiencies of the Original Work, I shall take it for granted, that the Work in this part of the Order may be
restricted to the Continuation, which is to supply the remaining Reigns, from the Sixth of Charles II. to the
Accession of His present Majesty. :

The Plan of the Acta Regia must next be conisidered, to see if on the whole it may be the most proper,
according to which the Continuation should be constructed. .

It should not be forgotten, that what was termed in Holland 4bregé Historique des Actes Publics d’ Angleterre,
recueillis par Thomas Rymer, and the English Edition, 4cta Regia, was begun by Mr. J. Le Clerc in the 16th
Volume of the Bibliotheque Choisie, in which Work no other Plan appears to have been either intended or
followed, than that of giving a simple Analysis of the Contents of each Volume, with a Critique on the Import-
ance of the Materials. This Analysis Mr. Le Clerc conducted through the First Volume of the FE&DpERA ; after
which he put the Work into the Hands of Mr. Rapin, who brought it down to the Conclysion of the 17th Volume,
on a Plan more extended and more methodical than that of Mr. Le Clerc ; and that there might be a Uniformity
in the Work, when he had gone regularly down from the 2d to the 17th Volume, he took up the First Volume,
which had been analysed by Mr. LeClerc, and abridged it on the same Plan he had adopted with respect to the
succeeding Volumes.

In the Hague Edition of the F&pERA, Vol. X., the elegant Analysis made of the First Volume by Mr. Le Clerc
precedes Rapin’s Abridgment ; but this is totally omitted in the Acta Regia, or English Translation of Rapin’s
Work by Mr. Stephen Whateley.

- What Mr. Rapin’s Plan was, we learn from his own Words in the Commencement of his Work, and by these
we find it differed from the Plan of Mr. Le Clerc in two important Particulars: 1. In giving a better arranged
and more extensive Analysis of the Contents of each Volume; 2. In showing the Relation these Acts bore to
the History of England, and of what Importance they were in illustrating the public and private Transactions

“of each Reign.

¢ Mr. Le Clerc,” says Rapin, “ en donnant I'extrait du premier Tome, s’est contenté de faire connaitre en
gros, I'usage qu'on pouvoit faire de ce Recueil ; premierement par quelques remarques generales ; & seconde-
ment, en indiquant quelques-uns des Actes les plus importans, qui se trouvent dans le premier Tome. Mais,
mon but, dans les extraits suivans, a été d’entrer dans un plus grand detail, de marquer le rapport des Actes
“ avec les evenemens qui se lisent dans I'histoire, & d’eclaircir les uns par les autres.” Abregé Historique.

L3
-

-~
N

-
-~

'This we may properly consider as Rapin’s general Plan; but as the Transactions and Acts under the different
Reigns were often much diversified, he could not reduce his Plan to general Heads, under which he might
arrange the Transactions and Acts of these Reigns. Hence we find the Plan of his Analysis differs not only in
each Volume, but in each Reign. The Method which he appears to have pursued was this: :

1st, He carefully considered the Actsinthe F&prra under each Reign. 2dly, He brought Acts of a similar
Description together, and thus made a general Classification, under the Denomination of Articles. 3dly, He
then examined the History of England in its Foreign and Domestic Relations, and selected the leading Facts
which might be arranged under the Articles of the preceding Classification. 4thly, He gave an Epitome of
these Historical Transactions under each Article, attaching to each the Act or Acts by which these Historical
Transactions were illustrated and confirmed. 5thly, He added some Notes at the bottom, the better to explain
certain Circumstances, both in the Acts themselves, and the Transactions or History of those Times. An
Example taken from the Reign of Henry 11. will show this Plan.

ARTICLES.

I. Of the Increase of the English Monarchy.—11I. Affairs of Henry with Thomas 3 Becket.—III. Of the
Conquest of Ireland.—IV. Rebellion of Henry’s Sons.—V. Henry’s Affairs with Scotland.—VI. Henry’s
Affairs with France.—VII. Of Richard’s Rebellion.

Each of these forms a Head of Historical Discussion; at the End of which, such Acts in the F&EDERA a3
referred to the Subject are mentioned.

This
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This Arrangement may be considered merely as pro re natd, and consequently never could be of general Ap-
plication ; and on this Kind of perpetually varymg Plan he continued his Abridgments to the Conclusion of the
17th Volume of the FEDERA. The remaining Three Volumes were abridged by a different Hand, the Author
deriving his Historical Connections from Rapin’s History of England. This Abridgment is tedlous, lacks lucid
Arrangement and distinguishing leading Principles, and absurdly classes all the Transactions, and the Acts re-
lating to them, in Alphabetical Order, to the Confusion and almost total Destruction of Chronological Arrange-
ment, so essentially necessary to a Work of this Kind.

It is obvious, how much these important Records must be dismembered, by being reduced to such an Order
as was required under—Amboine—Armée—Chambre Et01lée—Chevallers—Colonles—Descharges—Decou-
vertes, &c. &c.; and to what an Excess this Confusion must be confounded in the English Translation, which,
following the Order of its own Alphabet, displaced most of the Articles in the French Arrangement! Amboyna
—Army—Books—Church—Dispensations—Forest Laws—Grants—Inventions—Knights, &c. &c.

Having thus examined the Plan of Rymer in the F&pera—Le Clerc in his Analysis—Rapin in his Abridg-
ment—and Rapin’s Continuator in his Historico-Alphabetical Details, it is Time, according to the Order of the
Right Honourable the Commissioners, to consider “ the Expediency of forming the Supplement according to the
“ Plan adopted by Rapin in his Acta Regia.”

If we take the Acta Regia as signifying the Original Work, we find it to consist of Three different Plans, Le
Clerc’s, Rapin’s own, and his Continuator’s ;—if we consider it as implying the English Edition, which solely has
the Title of Acta Regia, then it consists of Two Plans, that of Rapin, and that of his Continuator; Le Clerc’s
being omitted in the English Edition. The last Two Plans, both in the Original and the Translatlon are nearly
the same. As the Method pursued in the last Three Vols. which is not Mr. Rapin’s, is so very injudicious, and
every way exceptionable, I suppose I may consider it as out of the Question: it may answer the End of an
Index, but it is quite inadequate to give a scientific, connected, chronological View of the important Contents of
such a Work as the Fepera. Mr. Rapin’s own Plan is that alone which remains ; and the Question is, should
the general Plan of Rymer be continued, or should Rapin’s Plan be adopted ?

We have already seen that Mr. Rapin’s Plan consists in distinguishing the grand Historical Transactions of
a particular Era, and arranging the different Regal Acts, which relate to those Transactions, under them in
chronological Order : the Transactions and the Acts being connected by short historical Notices.

This Plan is certainly to be preferred to the heterogeneous sterile Plan of Mr. Rymer ; but I fear, that if it be
adopted in the projected Continuation, while it contributes to the Usefulness, it will essentially alter the Form and
Complexion of the F&pera. The Work can no longer bear the same Title :—it will consist, partly of original
and authentic Diplomatic Papers, containing the ¢ Leagues, Treaties, Letters, and all Kinds of Public Acts,
<« between the Crown of England and other Kingdoms, Princes, and States, &c.” and partly of Historical
Notices of State Transactions, which gave rise to, and were consequent on, these Leagues, &c. Should,
therefore, the Person who may be employed to make the Arrangement, and furnish the connecting Media, be
warped by Party Prepossessions, Political or Ecclesiastical Prejudices, or be deficient in Historical Knowledge, or
in Judgment, he might be led, evenundesignedly, to give a false Colouring to certain Transactions ; and perhaps,
through this, make wrong References in the Arrangement of his Acts, Letters, &c. This, inthe Body of such a
Work, would be extremely prejudicial, and derogate greatly, both from its Merit and Authenticity : and I find,
that even the industrious, judicious, and generally impartial Rapin, has not been wholly free from Errors of this
Nature.

§ 4.

1 shall, therefore, with great Deference to the Right Honaurable the Commissioners, and perfectly under
Correction, propose a Plan on which to conduct the Continuation, and even the Supplement itself, should a
sufficient Variety of Documents be found, which shall answer all the excellent Purposes of Rapin’s Arrange-
ment, and be liable to none of the Objections by which his Plan is encumbered.

‘The Instruments in the F&pEra may be divided into Two Grand Genera, under each of which a Number of
Subordinate Classes may be arranged, e. g.

1. Grand Division.
Instruments which relate to

Ecclesiastical

Foreign { Political

} Transactions.

II. Grand
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I1I. Grand Division.
Instruments which relate to

Ecclesiastical

Domestic { Political

} Transactions.

Whatever concerns the Church of England, and the Interests of Religion in general, may, for the Sake of
Order, &c. be thus arranged : '

- I.—Ecclesiastical Transactions, Foreign and Domestic.

]

. Religious Houses, Charters of Foundation, Endowments, Extended Privileges, Exemptions, &c.
2. Congées d’Elire, Translation of Bishops, Councils, Pope’s Bulls, &c.

11.— Political Transactions, Foreign and Domestic.

- 1. Leagues, Treaties, Conventions, Marriages, &c.
2. Charters of Liberties, general, to the Nation, as well as particular, to Towns, Cities, &c.
3. Creation of Offices, Commissions, Patents, &c.

Or the whole may be arranged in Alphabetical Order, under the Names of the Places, Empires, Kingdoms,
States, &c. to which the Transactions refer, thus:

Foreign Affairs.

Conventions, Treaties, &c. with

Algiers, France, India, Portugal, Sweden,

America, Germany, Morocco, " Prussia, Turkey,

Austria, Holland, Norway, Russia, West Indies,

Denmark, Italy, Persia, . Spain, &e. &c.
Domestic Affairs.

1. Treaties, &c. with Scotland, Ireland, &c.
2. Letters, Proclamations, Patents, Pardons, Summons.
3. Testamentary Declarations.

Should a New Edition of the FEpERA be printed, and the Chronological Arrangement be observed, as in the
former Editions, the Arrangement proposed here, though not followed in the Work, may be adopted with con-
siderable Advantage in the Formation of the Indexes.

I do not pretend to say, that either of these Plans is that precise one which should be followed ; this may be de-
termined on when a nore particular View of the intended Supplement and Continuation can be taken, from a
more accurate Knowledge of the Materials of which they are to be composed; but I wish that a systematic
.Arrangement may be followed, so that Materials of the same description may be brought together under one

“ Que prius hic illuc vari¢ dispersa jacebant,
“ Hic sunt ad proprium cuncta redacta locum.”

To expedite this, or any other Plan that may be adopted, the Recommendation of the Right Honourable
the Commissioners should be strictly attended to, viz. *‘ That the Keepers of the different Record Offices, and
* the Clerks of the Signet, do consider and report of a proper Selection of Records, Instruments, and Papers
“ in their Custody respectively, for the Purpose of forming a Supplement and Continuation to Rymer’s

“ FEDERA.”—Abstract of Reports.

This will save Time, Labour and Expense ; Time, as the Clerks in the different Offices may be carrying on
their respective Collections in concert; Labour, as they who are the Keepers of those Instruments must be
better acquainted with the particular Places in which these Instruments are deposited, the Hands in which they
are written, &c. &c.; Expense, for the Plan which saves Time, lessens Labour, and precludes the Necessity of
an-Increase of Sub-Commissioners: and Assistants, must be executed at comparatively less Expense ; and
I am sure the Commissioners wish to conduct every Measure in their great and important Undertaking, on
Principles of the strictest Economy.

§5.

Though, in the Course of this Report, I have proceeded on the Ground that a Supplement is to be formed to
the 20 Vols. of the F&pERA already published, yet with the utmost Deference to the Judgment of The Com-

missioners, I beg leaveto offer an Opinion which I have not adopted on dubious Evidence, and which I also
beg leave to preface with a few Observations.

1. The
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1. The great Utility and Importance of the FEDERA have been acknowledged over every Part of Europe.

2. To the British Nation it is as interesting as it is honourable ; it is the faithful Depository of its most im-
portant Acts ; and as the Originals are perishing, and many become almost illegible, the Transcripts in the
F&pera should be most carefully preserved. :

3. The Original Edition of the FEDERA has longsince disappeared ; the second Edition has been long out of
_Print; and the Dutch Edition, much more numerous, is scarcely ever to be met with.

4. I must add another fact; many of the Originals used by Mr. Rymer and his Continuators, are ruined by
the Means they made use of to restore the demi-obliterated and evanescent Parts. They have evidently had
a Solution of Galls constantly at hand, of which they have made a most liberal Use, for the Restoration of Pas-
sages, then, not easily legible ; instead of taking up with a wet Spunge the Gall Liquor, after the Purpose of its
Application had been answered, they permitted it to remain and dry on ; and the Consequence is, that the whole
Surface of the Parchment is rendered as black in some cases as the Letters themselves, and thus the Whole is
irrecoverably illegible! To corroborate this Fact, which I have frequently witnessed myself, I may refer to Mr.
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Lysons, who has often seen and deplored the Mischief done by these Means to the Instruments which have -

passed under the Hands of Mr. Rymer and his Associates. I would not attribute this either to Carelessness
or Unfaithfulness in those indefatigable Men ; but merely to a lack of Judgment ;—they were not aware of the
ruinous Tendency of the Process they used; nor of the Necessity of counteracting its pernicious Effects.

Considering, therefore, the vast National Importance of the FEDERA ;—that itis now out of Print;—that in
many cases the Originals from which these Collections have been made are either lost or rendered useless ; that
it would be of the utmost Consequence to have the whole Body of its Contents corrected, methodized, and ar-
ranged in Conjunction with all the new Materials, which, under the Direction of the Record Commission, have
been, or may be collected ; I humbly propose the Expediency and Necessity of a New Epition of the whole
Work, under a more scientific and methodical Arrangement, in which all the new Materials shall be incorpo-
rated with the original Matter, under their respective Heads.

A Work of this Kind, with which the Interests and Honour of the Nation are so intimately connected ;—a
Work, which has the most immediate Tendency to secure the permanent Existence of many of the fairest
Monuments of the religious, literary, and political Glory of the Empire ;—a Work, for lack of which numerous
Mistakes have been committed by eminent historical and political Writers, would amply compensate the Toil
bestowed on it, and fully justify the Expense to the Nation, which would be incurred by its Re-publication in
this improved State.

I do think, from every View I have been able to take of the Subject, that this Measure is not only pressingly
necessary in itself, but would be highly honourable to the present Reign, and to that Royal Commission under
which it originated.

And in favour of the Arguments already offered in behalf of a NEw Epirron or THE Fapkra, I might add,

1st, That when Mr. Holmes was employed to examine and correct certain printed Articles in Rymer by the
Originals in the Tower, &c. and the Fruit of his Labour was a Volume of Corrections, Emendations, &c. which
were printed separately ; yet this was not judged sufficient, and therefore a new Edition of the Work was re-
commended and executed, in which his Corrections and Emendations were inserted in their proper Places.
However important these Corrections may appear, they are certainly of trivial Consequence, when compared
with the Supplemental Additions recommended by the Right Honourable His Majesty’s Commissioners.

2dly, T need not state to Persons so fully acquainted with every Department of Literature, that Supplements
are in general of comparatively little Use; and that they never have been, nor should be resorted to, but in
cases where the Work, to which they refer, has been in general ill received by the Public, or, in the main, so
uninteresting to the generality of Readers, as not to justify the Risk of another Edition, in which the Supplement
might be incorporated. In this Predicament the FEpERA does not now stand ; it has a high Character with
those who know it; and the Attention paid to its Completion by His Majesty’s Commissioners will greatly
increase its Credit with the Public both at home and abroad, and consequently its Sale.

Whether the Recommendation of a new Edition be adopted or not, a Volume after the Manner of Rapin
may be formed of the Contents of the Work, (in whatever Shape it may appear,) which should contain a com-
plete Abstract of the different Acts, &c., connected in a Chronological Series with the leading Facts and grand
Transactions recorded in the History of the British Empire : this will serve the double Purpose of a useful
Index to the whole Work, and a descriptive Catalogue of all its Contents.

To make the Work as complete as possible, several Instruments in Spelman, Hicks, Wilkins, Thorpe’s Re-
gistrum Roffense, Thurloe’s and Strafford’s State Papers, and the Corps Diplomatique, should be carefully
examined. The Reason why I recommend an Examination of these Printed Works is this; I suppose that
many of the Originals have perished, and that the printed Copies are perfectly authentic. Mr. Sanderson, in

545.. Ll " the



Appendix,
(1)
PLAN
For Supplement
and Continuation of
RyMER’s F&DERA.

\—ﬁf——’

130 APPENDIX TO FIRST GENERAL REPORT FROM

the last Volume of the FEDERA, has availed himself frequently of the Papers of Mr. Secretary Thurloe. Several
Articles will be found among these Writers which properly belong to the F&DERA ; and should be united to the
Supplement, or incorporated with the new Edition, should the Proposal meet with the Approbation of the Right
Honourable the Commissioners.

May 13th, 1809. A A. CLARKE.

]

Third Report on Rymer's Federa,

AND
Ubpon the Use which Rymer appears to have made of our ANTIENT Encrisu HisTor1aNs; together
with Strictures on the Authenticity of the Letter of VETUS DE MonTE to Leopold Duke of Austria,
exculpating King Richard from the Murder of the Marquis of Montferrat.

IN my last Report to the Right Honourable His Majesty’s Commissioners on the Public Records of the King-
dom, of Progress made in Collections for the F&pERA, and in Answer to the Questions with which they were
pleased to honour me, I stated that I should continue to make further Inquiries on certain Points, to which I

could not then give an explicit Answer.

. § 1. .

One of the Questions to which I have lately bent my Attention more particularly, is this; “ Whether many
“ Instruments mentioned by Dr. Clarke, such as those regarding King John’s Surrender of his Crown, &c.
¢ and taken from the Cotton MSS., were not printed before Rymer’s Work, and therefore omitted by him?”

T believe this Question implies the Supposition, that Rymer inserted nothing in his Collections which he
found had been printed before.

Taking this myself for granted, I have examined the References to the F&DERA, only in order to be able to
trace up the Documents in this Collection to the Sources whence they were derived. In this Research some-
times I met with Satisfaction ; at other Times with none ; and upon the Whole, with much less than I had

Reason to expect.

When I met with Exz. Ben. 4b. in Bibl. Cotton.—Ex Rotul. in Thesaurar.—Ex Orig. in Turr.— Ez. Rot.
Pat.m. 13.d. &c. &c. 1 was satisfied, because I found the References respectable ; but I felt very differently
when, as was often the Case, I met only with Ex Autogr. Ex Origin., without any Sort of Reference to any
Place where these Originals and Autographs were deposited. How unsatisfactory this Mode of Reference must
be, is sufficiently evident ; for in such Cases, it may take as much searching to find these Instruments now, as
it took Mr. Rymer at the first, and perhaps more; for he met with them in the Course of a general Search,
where every Thing that came to hand served some Purpose for some Department of his Work ; but in order to
find out one of these Originals, a particular Search must be instituted, which must probably be extended to
several Offices, as in many Cases it would be impossible to divine where the Search should commence, from

any well indicated Probability of meeting with the Article in Question.

Butlame as this Ex Originali and Ex Autographo Information is, it leaves the Conviction that the Autograph
may still be in Existence, and that there was an Original in the Time of Rymer, though the Ubi is not designated.
But when nothing appears in Mr. Rymer’s Margin, but simply the King’s Name, Year of the Reign, and Year
of our Lord, Disappointment and Perplexity have sovereign Rule. In this Case I have often, of late, found
myself, while wishing to ascertain the present Residence of many Articles in the F&DERA, under the Reigns of
Stephen, Henry 11., and Richard I., Reigns on which I have been for some Time past more particularly

employed. .

Having no Suspicion that Rymer ever copied or introduced into his Work any Thing he knew to be in Print,
I, of course, sought no Information on that Head ; but the Question of His Majesty’s Commissioners led me
particularly to examine, whether I had not inserted some such among my Collections; and this not only pro-
duced Part of the Information contained in my last Report, but also led to what appeared to me a curious
Discovery. - ’

On having Recourse to our early Hi1sToR1ANS AND ANNALISTS, to find whether any of the Instruments in
my Collection had been printed in their Works, I met with several Regal Acts, which I recollected to have
seen in the FEDERA ; beginning to collate them with those in Mr. Rymer’s Work, to see what Portion of Credit
might be given to those Fathers of our History for Fidelity and Accuracy, I was surprized to find,

1. That the FEDERA contained Instruments which were in Print more than a Century before Mr. Rymer’s
Time. ' .
2. That those very Instruments are those which stand in the FEDERA without any Reference to the Originals,

or where deposited.
3. That
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- 3. That on a close Collation, those in the F&DERA appear to have been Reprints from those early Editions. APP&“;""' )

These several Particulars require some Illustration ; and, in order to give His Majesty’s Commissioners all the

AP - o . o . PLAN
Saﬁsfacn?n in my Power on this Point, I beg leave to submit a few of the Articles in question in Proof of the  For Supplement
above Points, with the Evidence on which my Observations are founded. and Continuation of

Rymer’s FEDERA.

~ In Rymer, Vol. I p. 43, sub An. 1176, Temp. Hen. IL. we find the “ Agreement between Alfonsus K. of “~—~—
< Castile, and Garcia K. of Navarre, by which they submit all the Matters in Dispute between them, to the
< Arbitration of the English King,” to the Original of which there'is no Reference in the F&pera. This Treaty
is found in the Annals of Roger de Hov. edit. Francof. p. 562, and also in Bromton, in the X. Script. Col. 1120.

In Rymer, p. 48, we find King Henry’s Judgment on the above Case, without any Reference to an Original,
or Place where to be .found. This Decision may be found in Bromton, Ibid. Col. 1124, and also in R. de
Hov. p. 564.

In Rymer, p. 50, wefind the ¢ Convention-between the King of England, and Lewis K. of France, by which
“ they were mutually bound to take up the Cross against the Sarazins.” This is without any Reference to an
Original, as in the preceding Cases. Rymer appears to have taken this Convention from Bromton. Ibid.
Col. 1134. It is also found in Hoveden, p. 571.

In Rymer, p. 52, we find the “ Charter of Dowry granted by William King of Sicily, to Joan dau* of King
“ Henry,” without any Reference to the Original. This Charter is extantin Bromton, Ibid. Col. 1113, and in
Hoveden, p. 551, with slight Variations, which may be attributed to the Carelessness of the Copyist.

In Rymer, p. 65, we find, without any Reference to an Original, the curious “ Charter of K. Richard, containing
“ the Rules and Djscipline to be observed among the Troops going to the Holy Land ;” in which appears the
first Instance of Tarring and Feathering on Record. ¢ Latro autem de furto convictus, fondeatur ad modum
« Campionis, & pix bulliens super caput ¢jus effundatur, & pluma pulvinaris super caput ejus excutiatur, ad
“ cognoscendum eum,” &c. This is verbatim in Hoveden, p. 665, also in Bromton, X. Script. Col. 1173, with a
few various Readings.

In Rymer, p.66, we see the “ Pacification between Richard K. of England, and Tancred K. of Sicily ;” no
Original referred to. This is printed verbatim in Hoveden, p. 676, also in Bromton, X. Script. Col. 1184.

Rymer (p. 68) gives the “ Form of the Oath made on behalf of King Richard, to the K. of Sicily, for the
¢ Preservation of the aforesaid Peace ;” no reference to any Original. Printed verbatim in Hoveden, p. 667 ;
also in Bromton, Col. 1185. .

In Rymer (p. 69) is “ King Richard’s Letter to Pope Clement, concerning the above Pacification;” no
Original referred to.  Extant in Hoveden, p. 678, also in Bromton, Col. 1186. ,

1 have observed above, that these and some others found in the FeEepERA, were printed more than a Century
before Mr. Rymer’s Time ; the Evidence of this Fact, the Recollection of the Right Honourable the Com-
missioners will at once supply, as they know that the Rerum Anglicarum Scriptores post Bedam Precipui, in
which are contained William of Malmsbury, Henry of Huntington, Roger of Hoveden, Ethelward’s Chronicles,
and Ingulph’s Histories, were for the first Time published by Sir Henry Saville, Lond. 1569, fol. ; and the
Second Edition, which is that referred to in the preceding Observations, was printed at Frankfort, 1601, fol. ;
and that the Historie Anglicane Scriptores Antiqui, in which are contained Ralph de Diceto, John Bromton, &c.
were published by Sir Roger Twysden, 1652, fol. ; and that the First Vol. of the FeEpErA was not published until
1704; so that the Articles referred to above, from the Rerum Anglicar. Scriptores, were published in Two
different Editions more than One hundred Years before Rymer published the First Vol. of his Work, in which
those Instruments are inserted. These Enquiries might be greatly extended, did Time permit, or Necessity

require it.

§ 2.

Before 1 finish my Observations on those Papers in the FEpera, which appear to have no higher Authority than
what they derive from their Insertion in that Work; I beg Leave to mention an Instrument under the Year
1193, professing tobe “ a Letter from VETUs DE MoONTE, the JasVl gxis Sheekh ul Jibel (a Chief of a
« Branch of the Hassanian Dynasty, who with several Thousands of his Followers were then settled at Mount
« Lebanop) to Leopold Duke of Austria, vindicating Richard K. of England, from the Murder of the Marquis
« of Montferrat.” Most of our Historians have been struck with the Importance and curious Nature of this
Icstrument ; and it has often been alleged in Vindication of our National Honour. On this Account, I have
regretted that Mr. Rymer did not produce his Authority for its Insertion; and I have endeavoured to supply
the Defect, by enquiring on all Hands for the Original. But all my Searches for such an Original, as the
Letter itself pretends to be derived from, have been fruitless ; and with great Deference to the Judgment of His
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1. It is very improbal;le that the Sheekh ul Jibel should write such a Letter without any sufficiently obvious
Motive ; for there was certainly none in the present Case. )

2. Had he written it, it must have been in Arabic, as there is little Probability that he, or any of his numerous
Banditti, either understood or could write Latin: and we have no Evidence from History, that he had any
European in his Service. '

3. Had he written such a Letter, the Latin must be a Translation of the Arabic ; but in the present Instance
all internal Evidence is wanting ; there is not a Sentence in the Letter that appears to have been drawn from
an Arsbic Source: the Beginning, Ending, and whole Structure would have been different had it ever been cast in
an Arabic or Mahommedan Mould; nor on such a Subject could a Translation be made into any European
Language without leaving unequivocal Marks of the original Arabic, had there been one.

I have endeavoured to trace this suspicious Instrument up to its Source, whether genuine or forged.

It is found in the Annales Sex Regum Anglie by Nicholas Trivet, who flourished in the Beginning of the
Fourteenth Century, published first by Luke D’Achery, in the 8th Vol. of his Spicilegium Veterum Scriptorum,
printed at Paris, 13 Vols. 4", 1655-77. - But these Annals were afterwards more correctly edited by Mr. Anthony
Hall, 8° Oxon. 1719. v

About One hundred Years before the Time of Trivet, flourished John Bromton, who bas also inserted this
Letter in his Chronicon, and very gravely tells us that it was obtained from the Vetus de Monte by an Imperial
Legation sent to him, by Richard, for this very Purpose! ¢ Rex Ricardus misit imperialem legationem ad Veterem
“ de Monte, rogans ipsum & assisinos suos, et per ejus epistolam, super dicto crimine de morte Marchisi, ei per
“ Ducem Austrie maximeé imposito, innocentiam suam purgaret ; quod per hujuscemodi literam postea factum
¢ est.” This Writer is one of the Historie Anglicane Scriptores X. published by Sir Roger Twysden, Lond.
1652, Fol. in which Work, Col. 1252-3, the Letter may be found verbatim & literatim as it appears in the
TFEpERA ; and as the Copy in Bromton differs from those in all the other Annalists, and Rymer’s Transcript
agrees alone with Bromton, hence there is the most positive Evidence, that he copied it from Twysden’s
Edition. '

Bromton also inserts another Letter from Petus de Monte, in Vindication of King Richard, in which, with all
the Inconsistency and Absurdity of the other, he makes the Sheekh give the Salam to all the Princes and People
in Christendom! * Vetus de Monte Principibus Europz & omni Populo Christiano Salutem ;” and makes him
conclude with the Papal Benediction, Bene valete! See the Instrument in Twysden, Col. 1268.

Prior to the time of Bromton, flourished Ralph de Diceto, who was Dean of St. Paul’s in 1181 ; and this
Letter appears for the first time in his ¥Ymagines Historiarum, Twysden, Col. 680 ; who honestly tells us, he
received it from William Longchamp, Bishop of Ely, with the Desire that he should insert it among his
Chronicles ; “ Willelmus, Elyensis. Episcopus, Radulfo, Decano Lundonie.—Mittimus ad vos literas quas
“ Vetus de Monte misit Duci dustrie, de morte Marchisii in heec verba.” Then follows the Letter, at the End
of which is the Bishop’s Subscription : * Nos vero harum transcriptum literarum vobis, de cujus dilectione plenum
¢ habemus experimentum, duximus destinandum, ut de illo agatis in Chronicis vestris.”*

The Letter now rests with the Bishop of Ely, and I believe it will be impossible to trace it from him to Mount
Lebanon. On this Part of the Subject, a few Words may suffice. 1t is well known that William Longchamp
was a Norman of mean Extraction, who had Address sufficient to enable him to gain the Confidence of King
Richard ; so that we find him consecrated Bishop of Ely, made Chancellor, and Papal Legate, all in one Year,
(1189,) the first Year of Richard’s Accession ; who, when he went to the Holy Land, left him Regent of the
Kingdom in conjunction with the Bishop of Durham and five others. Behaving himself insolently in this Office,
he was deprived of the Regency in 1191 ; but was afterwards, in 1193, restored by the King, whom he visited
while Prisoner at Vienna, and by whom he was invariably supported against all his Adversaries.

When he sent the Sheekh’s Letter to Ralph de Diceto, cannot perbaps, at this Distance of Time, be exactly
ascertained ; but it was probably in the Year 1193, after he had returned from his Visit to the King at Vienna ;
it being highly necessary to vindicate the Character of his Sovereign and Friend, from being accessary to the
Murder of the Marquis Montferrat, with which he was loudly charged in every Court of Europe. And it was the

* The Manner in which this Business is reported by Matthew of Westminster, renders it not less suspicious. After
stating that Richard defended himself amply before the Emperor, refuting all the Charges against him, and particularly
that concerning the Death of the Marquis, he adds, “ Insuper misit imperialem legationem ad Veterem de Monte, rogans
“ ipsum & assisinos suos, ut per eius epistolam supradicto crimine ei imposito suam purgarent innocentiam q. factum
 est anno sequenti.”

‘An unbeliever in this History may well ask, Why should he send such an Embassy to Vetus de Monte? How did. he
know that the Sheekk had murdered the Marquis? Anrd was it likely, that if he had done so, he would confess it ? Does

not every Circumstance here strengthen the Suspicion that the Instrument in Question is an ill-contrived Forgery, which

nothing but the Ignorance of the Times could have kept concealed? See Matt. Westm. Flores Historiarum, Franc.

a6ou. fol. p. 259.
more
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more necessary to do it at this Time, when an immense Sum of Money, 100,000 Marks, must be raised for the -
King’s Ransom, from his already impoverished Subjects. It seems from the Bishop’s Letter, that the Friendship
of the Dean of St. Paul’s was necessary on this Occasion, and hence those suspicious Words, de cujus dilectione
plenum habemus experimentum, &c.; in which there appears an Air of ‘Mystery, scarcely compatible with that
Ingenuousness in which Truth ever delights to appear in Historic Detail.

Bromton has increased the Absurdity and Improbability of the whole Business, by causing Petus de Monte to
conclude his Letter with Anno ab Alexandro Papa quinto! for who can suppose that the Mohammedan Sheekh
would date his Proceedings by the Succession of the Roman Pontiffs, instead of the Alra of the Seleucide, or the
Years of the Hijreh? Indeed we could scarcely expect him to acknowledge the former; though this is a
possible Case ; but the latter is uniformly employed by almost every Mohammedan. This most gross Blunder,
Rymer has copied, because he has copied Bromton; but the Error is too palpable to have proceeded from
the able and dexterous Longchamp, for the Copy which he sent to Ralph de Diceto is dated Anno ab
Alexandro M. & D. & V. millesimo quingentesimo quinto : this restores the Passage to Probability, for as the
ZEra of Alexander, which is the same with that of the Seleucidee, commenced An. ante Christ. 312, by adding
this to the Year 1193, the Year in which Richard was in Prison at Vienna, we have the Sum 1505, the Date of
the best Copies of this suspicious Letter; for all Circumstances of Time, Place, Person, Dates, and internal
Evidence, taken together, leave it scarcely any Pretensions to Credibility.

The Date of this Letter in the FEDpERA puzzled Mr. Rapin, and would have induced-him to consider the Letter
as a Forgery, had he not thought that Vetus de Monte was a Christian! His Words are, “ Si La Montagne
« n'étoit pas Chrétien, comme tous les Auteurs en conviennent, la Date de cette Lettre, L’an 5 du Pontificat
« d'Alexandre, peut faire soupgonner qu’elle est supposée.”—Abregé Historique, p. 17. But were even the
Conversion of Vetus de Monte a Fact, which it is not, the Date itself would prove the Letter a Forgery ; for
Pope Alexander died in 1181, Eight Years before Richard went to the Holy Land; and there was no other
Pope of that Name till near Fourscore Years after.

If, however, this Letter should be deemed of sufficient Importance to have a Place in the F&pERa, the other
from Vetus de Monte to all the Princes and Christians of Europe, should also be inserted, as it is certainly. of
equal Importance and Authority with the preceding. :

Whatever may be thought of the Authenticity of these Letters, the following Points are, I hope, sufficiently
proved; viz.—1. That Mr. Rymer inserted a Variety of Instruments in the F€pERA, which had been printed
in different Works long before his Time. 2. That if he had possessed the Originals of such curious and important
Articles, he surely would have quoted his Authorities, and referred to the Places where deposited ; for this he
has done in a great Variety of Cases of much less Consequence. 3. That the Instruments examined in the
preceding Pages were, in all Probability, taken from the Printed Works already specified. 4. Hence may we
not safely infer, that he had not those Originals, and that he copied the Instruments as stated above.—If His
Majesty’s Commissioners wish the Subject to be further examined, I shall endeavour to do it to the best of my
Judgment, either as a separate Work, or as Occasion may offer.

1 submit also to their Determination, whether a Copy of the F&epEra should not be provided for the Use of
the Royal Record Commission, in the Margin of which such References as the above might be inserted, with all
such Corrections as may be justified by a Re-inspection of the Originals.

As some of the Questions of the Right Honourable the Commissioners appear to imply a Doubt, whether
any Instruments already printed, no Matter how remote the Time or scarce the Work, should be admitted
into the Supplement to Rymer, I feel it necessary to request Direction on this Point. At the same Time,
with perfect Deference to their Judgment, I beg Leave to state, 1. That as the Character of the FEpERA has
long been fixed as containing every Species of State Papers, relative to the Domestic and Foreign Transactions
of the Kings, &c. of England, all such Instruments should be found in that Work. 2. That as the Originals
of many of those Instruments found in our antient Writers, have been lost, or have perished through the Injuries
of Time, the Copies still remaining should be carefully collected, and thus a grand Aggregate formed from those
in Rymer, those now collecting for a Supplement, and those, the Copies only of which remain in our antient
Historians and Annalists.

I may venture to state, that scarcely one Person out of a Hundred shall be found, who having occasion to con-
sult the FEDERA, if he find not the Satisfaction he expected, will think of having Recourse to any other Work
to supply this Defect ; for where should the Object of his Search be found but in the F&pera ? There, however,
he finds it not, and can scarcely suppose it exists elsewhere. Yet we have seen that such Instruments may be
successfully sought in other Places ; and found even in certain early printed and now scarce and valuable
Works: On these very Accounts such Works may be considered as nearly inaccessible to Nine-tenths of those
who may wish to consult them. And, were they even at hand, how much Time must be consumed in searching
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for these insulated Fragments, through a great Number of heterogeneous Volumes. But several of these are
not to be met with, even in some of the most extensive Public Libraries. “

The Right Honourable the Commissioners can alone determine whether a complete Collection of those
antient and important Monuments, brought into One Work, and arranged under Subjects of their own Denomi-
nation, would not be of essential Service to Statesmen, Divines, Historians, and Antiquaries? Whether an ample
Collection also of Ecclesiastical Charters, to complete and correct the Monasticon Anglicanum, would not also
be an Object, not only of literary but of national Importance ? But such Works are never likely to be undertaken,
but by Order, and at the Expense of Government; nor is it probable that it will be done even in this way,
unless under the Direction and Auspices of “ The Right Honourable His Majesty’s Commissioners. on the
Public Records of the Kingdom.”

A. CLARKE.
Jan. 31st, 1810,

|

AT a BOARD of The Commissioners appointed by Hrs MAsEsTY on the Public Records of the Kingdom,
holden at the House of the Right Honourable the Speaker of the House of Commons, on Saturday the
24th Day of March 1810;

PRESENT,

The Right Honourable CiarLes ABBoT, Speaker of the House of Commons.
The Right Honourable Lord Freperick CAMPBELL.

The Right Honourable SyLvEsTER Lord GLENBERVIE.

The Right Reverend Jon~n Lord Bishop of Lonpox.

The Right Honourable Sir WiLLram GranT, Master of the Rolls.

The Right Honourable ArcHrBaLD CorLquuouN, Lord Advocate of Scotland.

Resumed the Consideration of Dr. Clarke’s several Reports relative to this Work ; and the Board being of
Opinion that this Work will be best executed by a Consolidation of all the old and new Materialsin a Chrono-
logical Series, with Indexes analytical and alphabetical, according to the Plan laid down in the said Reports;

ORDERED, That Dr. Clarke do forthwith prepare Materials for a First Volume of a New Edition of
Rymer, according to the said Plan ; and that when the same shall be collected and arranged, with a descriptive
Table of its Contents, the entire Manuscript be submitted to The Commissioners, for Examination by them,
before it is committed to the Press ; and that Dr. Clarke be also desired to propose a Plan for carrying on the
Continuation concurrently.

—————geecensecnsu R ——

Fourth Report on Rymer's Federa.

roccaili R —

Proceedings towards collecting Materials for the New Edition of Rymer’s FEDERA.

§ 1.

HAVING received final Instructions from the Board of the Right Honourable His Majesty's Commissioners
on the Public Records of the Kingdom, bearing Date March 24th 1810, relative to the Plan on which the
Collections should be formed for a New Edition of Rymer’s Fepgra, I proceeded immediately to examine all
my preceding Collections, and to separate from them, 1st, All Instruments merely Ecclesiastical ; 2dly, All such
as were not of the same Description with those already printed in the F&pERa ; and 3dly, All those in which
Great Britain was not immediately concerned. When the Separation was made, and the 'Papers proper for the
Work laid aside, I was obliged to have them all uniformly transcribed afresh, that they might be the more
properly adapted to their Places in the intended new Edition ; many of them having been so incorporated with
others, which His Majesty’s Commissioners gave Directions to omit, that re-transcribing was the only Method
which could be safely pursued, in order to prevent Confusion and Mistakes.

- As The Commissioners gave Directions that “ Materials should be prepared for a First Volyme of fhe New

* Edition of Rymer,” (Order 24th March 1810), this Work was accordingly commenced ; and having unbound

the First Volume of the F&pEra, I purposed to insert, in their proper Places, all the new Materials already

| ?:ollected: and having ascertained, as nearly as possible, the Quantum of the Printed Work, which, with the new

Matg}njals

b
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Materials already collected, and in course of being collected, might probably constitute a First Volume, my
Assistants and self proceeded to examine all the Indexes and Catalogues within our Reach, relative to the
Reigns included in the Time comprehended in this First Volume.

We had not proceeded far in this Work, when it was found, that much Time must be necessarily consumed
if Searches for Materials for-each Volume should be carried on in this way ; because, while seeking for Materials
for a First Volume, under one Reign, we often found, that the same MS. or Collection of State Papers, Royal
Letters, &c. contained Instruments under several Reigns ; and that the Collection must be returned, called for,
and examined as many Times as it contained Instruments under different Reigns. It was, therefore, judged
necessary to select, once for all, every Instrument proper for the Work, that occurred in any MS. or Collection
from the Reign of William the Conqueror to the Restoration. This, in course, prevented Accumulations for
one Volume exclusively, while it was providing Materials for the perfecting of different Parts of the whole
Work.

~ As in those Searches which had been restricted to the Supply of the first hundred Years of the Fa&DERA,

(according to a Synopsis submitted to His Majesty’s Commissioners, at the Commencement of this Under-
taking), much Time had been lost, because the same Collections in the Cottonian and other Libraries, had to
be re-examined for Instruments under succeeding Reigns, it was thought best to begin with the CoTToNIAN
LiBrary, and examine every MS. and Extract, every Article it contained, proper for the New Edition, from
the Conquest to Charles I1. the Cottonian Coliections coming no lower.

This has been accordingly done ; and the Whole of this extensive Library has been examined; and what-
ever appeared to be of Importance has been transcribed ; so that scarcely any thing has been omitted that falls
under the Descriptions of any Department in the Fe&pera. In this Examination, and in copying the various
Instruments which presented themselves for the Use of the Work, Mr. Holbrooke spent Five Months ; and in
collating his Extracts with the Originals, he and I spent between Four and Five Weeks.

As soon as this Work was finished, we began the HArRLEIAN CoLLECTION, and are now going regularly
through it, on the same Plan; and about 200 Volumes of it have been examined, and the proper Selections
made. But this Library, when compared with the other, is a barren Desert, affording, so far as yet examined,
little of Importance for such a Work, except what it has transcribed from the Cottonian, and which, in passing
through that Library, we have extracted from the Originals.

While Mr. Holbrooke was employed on the above Work, J. W. Clarke was engaged in extracting from the
English and Norman Writers those Articles which, in my Examination of those Historians, I had selected, as
proper to supply Defects in the FEDERA ; and concerning which, in a former Report, 1 had taken the Liberty
to consult His Majesty’s Commissioners, in which I proved that Mr. Rymer, in the earlier Part of his Work,
had recourse to these Writers for some valuable Documents which are found in the F&pErA. TFrom a Multitude
of Articles which I had marked in the Course of my Reading, a very cautious Selection has been made of such
Regal Acts, Letters, and Papal Bulls, as seemed necessary to complete the Plan, and cast Light upon important
Facts in English History.

When this Selection was finished, we began to extract all the important Articles in the Collectanea of Rymer,
that came within the restricted Compass prescribed by His Majesty’s Commissioners, viz. omitting all Papers
merely Ecclesiastical, &c. &c. as mentioned above. Extracts have been made down to the 15th of Edward IIL
through all the preceding Reigns successively, contained in the First 12 Vols. and the Workis in progress, on the

same Plan. The whole of the 59 Vols. of this Collectanea, shall be as carefully sifted as those in the Cotton

Library, and nothing left on the Subject of the FepEra, worthy of the Attention of any future Collector.

In my Second Report (13 May 1809), I had ventured an Opinion, that “ Mr. Rymer had made these Col-
* lections after a principal Part of his Work had been published ;” but, as this has been doubted by others,
1 think it of some Importance to state the Reasons which led me to form this Opinion, of the Validity of which
His Majesty’s Commissioners will judge.

This Collection appears to be composed of Two Descriptions of Instruments, 1. Those collected in the Course
of his Searches for the Materials of his printed Vols. and which, as not falling in with his Plan of printing Regal
Acts only, he seems to have thrown aside. 2. Those which he met with in Searches subsequent to the Periods
in which, in strict Chronological Arrangement, they belonged : these consequently he could not publish, because
be had already passed over that Time, and printed his previous Collections. The First Opinion, I am led to
form from this Circumstance : that Mr. Rymer seems to have restricted himself, especially in the early Volumes
of his Work, to print Regal Acts only, and, therefore, threw aside all such Papers as fell under the 2d Part of
Mr. Harley’s Plan. And the Second Opinion, I ground on the Evidence afforded by these Collections them-
selves :—they contain several Instruments of equal, some of superior Importance to many of those printed in the
Faepera : and I think, I may take it for granted, that had Mr. Rymer met with these in his first Searches,
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but, as they have been passed by, I p;'esume they were the Iruits of subsequent Researches, and were not, as
some have conjectured, thrown aside by himself, as judging them of no Importance;.a} sufficient Argument
against such a Conjecture being, in my Opinion, furnished by the Importance and Utility of several of these

Documents.

While on this Part of the Subject, I think it neccssary to notice a few Circumstances rélative to these:

Collections.

1. A great Number of them are not referred to the Sources whence they were derived. This has afforded us
ho small Vexation and Trouble, not knowing where to look for the Originals; how.ever,. we have Peen happy
enough to discover several, and in collating what was copied, we compared the Copies with the Originals.

2. Many Papers in the Collectanea, have been copied from the Originals with such reprehensible Careless-

ness, as greatly to impair their Authority : ard some are so corrupted, that even conjectural Criticism, cannot:

restore them to common Sense and Consistency. After labouring much on several of these, of great Importance
had they been correct, the Originals of which we could not discover, we have been obliged to throw them aside

as utterly incurable.

3. The Papers in this Collection are generally denominated, The unedited Papers o.f R.ymer; t.a,nd il.l Mr.
Ayscough’s Catalogue, p. 235, without making any Distinction, he says, “ This Collection is not printed in the’

“ Fepera.” This Statement, however, is not altogether correct, as several of these Papers are printed in the

F&EpERa ; and this Fact we did not learn Time enough to prevent us from copying several. When I first entered’

on this Work, I considered it as a Point which admitted of no Dispute, that whatever I met v'vith in those 59
Volumes of Importance for the Work, I might safely copy without further Examination, supposing that none of

them had ever been published. This Fact, that several of them have been published, should be generally’

'known, and should be noted in the Catalogues of this Collection, to prevent Persons from being deceived, who

‘may suppose, from the general Opinion concerning these Volumes, that they are enriching their Collections with

Materials with which the Public has never yet been favoured. On the whole, though this Collection is valuable,
and Bishop Lowth, in his Life of William Wykeham, speaks of it in Terms of high Commendation, yet actual
Experience has convinced me, that it is of much less Iportance than has been generally supposed.

_When the Examination of these Volumes is completed, I purpose to take in Hand the Whole of the Mappox
CoLrLECcTIONS, and all others in the Museum, in the same way as the preceding; several of these afford not
only Transcripts of some valuable Documents, but also Notices of others, and the Repositories. in which they

‘may be found, which will be of considerable Service for the farther perfecting of the Plan of the F&DERA.

‘To the Completion of this Plan, several of the Extracts from the antient ExcLisi axp Noryan Hrsto-
RIANS have not a little contributed, particularly relative to the Contests between Henry I1. and Thomas 3 Becket,
and the consequent Transactions ; important Factsin our History, on which the FEDERA casts but little Light.

The same might be said of the Collections made from the OriciNAL LETT ERs, &c. between Queen Elizabeth
and Mary Queen of Scots, which will be found of great Use in correcting most of the Histories of those Times.
On the Transactions of this Period also, the FEDERA, through what Cause I know not, is almost totally silent.
Should it be said, that these Letters, &c. may be found in the Four Quarto Volumes of Anderson’s Collections,
on this I beg Leave to observe, that scarcely any Dependance can be placed on this Publication. Anderson

evidently could not read the Originals, or he employed Persons to copy them who were perfectly unqualified for

the Task : We have collated only Three Letters in this Publication with the Originals; in one, a very short

'one, we found Twenty, in the Second Fourscore, and in the Third nearly One hundred Errors, several of which

are excessively gross! Out of the Multitude of original Documents preserved in Caligula C. 1. relative to this
Subject, only such have been selected for the present Work as appear to be indispensably necessary.

Collections also have been made at the CuA PEL oF THE RorLs for the Continuation of the F&pERAa, accord-
ing to the Specifications in Mr. Kipling’s Catalogue ; and while on this Subject, I must request His Majesty’s
Commissioners to inform me, whether important or any Instruments under the Protectorate, shall form a Part
of the F&pEra? This Question, as far as I know, has never yet been determined; and it is necessary to
determine it now, that if none such is to be admitted, no more Time may be lost in collecting and transcribing
under that Period.

§ 2.

In the Essay or First Report on Rymer’s F&pERa, which I had the Honour to lay before His Majesty’s
Commisioners, in comparing the English and Dutch Editions, T noticed the Tract added to the latter, intituled,

De I'Etat, & Gouvernement du Royaume d Angleterre, &c. faict par un Gentilhomme Ambassadeur en France,

pour sa Majesté apres (aupres) le Roi Charles IX. de ce nom, said “ to have been presented by the late Prince
“ of Condé to the Count de Bethune, ce Manuscrit a été donné par feu Monseigneur le Prince de Condé &
“ M. le Comte de Bethune.” On this Subject, I took the Liberty to remark,  that this Piece was out of its
* Place in the FEDERA, unless it could be considered as a State Paper, written by Royal Authority,” adding,
“ that the Subject deserved to be more carefully examined.” ‘

As
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As the Time is now come, in which the Materials for the. New Edition of the F&pERrA should be ascertained,

it is necessary to have the Decision of His Majesty’s Commissioners on this Point.. In order to save them the °

Trouble of examining this Subject, judging it to be a Matter of some Importance, I have directed my Attention
particularly to it, and think myself justified in drawing the following Conclusions :

1. The Gentleman who was Ambassador in France, mentioned in the above Tract, must have been Sir
Thomas Smith, who was Principal Secretary of State in the 1st of Eliz. 1599, and was One of the Commis-
sioners, appointed by Her Majesty, to revive the Liturgy of the Church of England, in the same Year. He
was afterwards appointed Ambassador to the Court of Charles 1X.  and in that Capacity, with Sir Nlcholas
Throckmorton, signed the Peace of Troyes, April 12, 1654. Rymer, Vol. Xv. p. 148.
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2. That the MS. in question, afterwards printed in'the Dutch Edition of the F&pERA, was the Work of Sir -

Thomas Smith, is sufficiently evident from this Circamstance, that it is precisely the same with the well known
Work of this Statesman, intituled, “ The Common Wealth of England,” which has gone through several Edi-
tions both at Home and Abroad, in Latin and English. The First Edition in Latin appears to -have been
printed in 1583, 4°. The First in Englishin 1631, 12°. I have compared this small Tract with that plint‘ed'
in the Dutch Edition of the F(EDFB.A, Chapter with Chapter, and find them to be exactly the same Work, i
different Languages.

i)

The Editor of the English Edition, whose Name I have not yet been able to find, intimates, that pre,viously’
to his Time, for he seems to have known nothing of the preceding Latin Editions, this-Work.had only existed
in MS. and that being frequently copied, many passages had been corrupted: and he makes an Apology,  for
“ some Terms and Matters that may seem to dissent from the usual Phrase of the Copmon Law.” 1st,
Because ‘‘ the Maker was principally in the Profession of the Civill Lawes ;” and 2dly, Because  the. ﬁmbhmg
“ of this Werke was in France, fare from his Library, and in Embassage, even in the midst of waightie affaires.”.
Preface to the Reader; pp. 2, 3. Edit. 1640.

The Corclusion of this Work, which seems to have been directed to some Persons of Note, though not named,
is very remarkable ; a short Extract of which, I shall beg Leave to subjoin. “ I have declared summarily, as
“it wereina Chart or Map, or, as Aristotle termeth it, ws & 7vmw, the Forme and Manner of Government of
¢ England, and the Policy thereof ; and set before your Eyes, the principal Points wherein it doth differ from
“the ‘Policie and Government at this Time used in France, Italy, Spaine, Germany, and all other Countries
“ which doe follow the Civill Law of the Romanes ; compiled by Justinian into his Pandects and Code : nor in
“that Sort as Plato- made his Commonwealth, or Xenophon his Kingdom of Persia, nor as Sir Thomas More
“ his Utopia, being fained Commonwealths, such never- were, or shall be; vaine Imaginations, Fantasies of
“ Philosophers, to occupy the Time, and to exercise their Wits; but as England standeth, and is governed at
“ this Day, the Eight and twenty of March, Anno 1565, in the Seventh Year of the Reign and Administration
¢ thereof, by the most religious, vertuous, and noble Queene Elizabeth, Daughter to King Heury the Eight ;.
“ and in the One and fiftieth Year of mine Age, when I was Embassador for Her Majesty in the Court of
“ France, the Sceptre whereof at that Time, the Noble Prince of great Hope, Charles-Maximilian, did hold,
“ having reigned Foure Yeeres.” p. 270.

I believe, with the Editor of the English Work, that this Tract was written in France, as the Language of
the French Copy is bad enough for the Time of Charles 1X.; and were it not so, I should be led to suspect that
the Dutch Editor of the FEpERA had translated one of the early Latin Editions into French, as he has done with
all the English Papers in the FeEpERA ; which, though he has preserved in their own Language as he found
them, yet has translated into French in the opposite Column. Itis certain he could not have taken his. Work
from any of the English Editions, as even the first of them contains Additions not found in the French Work.

Whether this Work was written first in Latin, French, or English, I cannot absolutely say ; but I am inclined
to think that it was written originally in. French, for a Reason which I shall shortly assign.

In the Title of all the Latin and English Editions from 1589, a Clause to this Effect is found, “ With new
¢« Additions of the Chief Courts in England, and the Officers thereof, by the said Authour.” The first Notice

T find of these Additions is in the 4to Copv of 158a. which was the Third Latin Edition. and was not printed till*
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assist the French Protestants (then headed by the Prince of Condé and the Admiral De Coligni) against the

" Duke of Guise, seized on Havre de Grace, to make a Diversion in Favour of the Hugonots. The Queen

Mother, Catharine of Arragon, incited by the Cardinal de Lorraine, caused a Declaration of War to be pub-
lished in Paris against the English Queen, and proceeded so far as to scize the Person and Papers of Sir Thomas

Smith’s Courier, then at Boulogne. '

If the Treatise in question were then written, and Sir Thomas Smith says, he wrote it ¢ when he was Ambas-
“ sador for Her Majesty at the Court of France,” this Circumstance may account for its being found in France ;
for it might have been detained by the French Government, from the Supposition, that it was the Recom-
mendation of a new Constitution for the Empire, put into the Hands of its factious Subjects. But, it is more
likely, that Sir Thomas Smith wrote the Tract for the Use of the Prince of Condé, and perhaps by Order of his
Royal Mistress, not only to afford the Prince a full and comprehensive View of the Excellence of the British
Constitution ; but to furnish him with a perfect Model, according to which, should he be ultimately successful,
he might mould one for a Protestant Kingdom in France. And, had the English Court,.at that Time, followed
the Advice of Sir Thomas Smith, and Sir Nicholas Throckmorton, and seized on Calais, which might have been
easily done, and carried on the War with Spirit against the Guises, the Formation of such a Government in
France was far from being problematical. -But, as this was not done, the Protestant Interest declined for want
of prompt and effectual Support; and the horrible Massacre of St. Bartholomew, a few Years after, might be,
in some measure, attributed to the Indecision of the English Court, and particularly to the Queen herself; who
to the Surprise of all her Friends, and her best Historians, obstinately refused to avail herself of Advantages,
which Divine Providence had then evidently placed in her Hands.

I have thus endeavoured to trace out the Origin and History of this curious Tract, that His Majesty’s Com-
missioners may be the better enabled to judge of its Importance in the present Question, and to determine
whether it should occupy a Place in the New Edition of the FEpERA, now preparing under their Direction. It
is evidently not a State Paper, though drawn up by an eminent Statesman, during the Time in which he was
in the most confidential Employment ; and probably intended to serve the most important State Purposes.

T might add, that this Tract of Sir Thomas Smith, though of very great Importance, as a very judicious and
truly accurate Work, .is but little known in the Nation at present, though formerly of high Repute. If, how-
ever, His Majesty’s Commissioners should determine that it shall not occupy a Place in the Body of the FEDERa,
I submit to their Consideration, whether it, or something on the same Plan, might not be proper, as an Intro-
duction to the Work. , ‘

§ 8.

It is also necessary to have the Advice of His Majesty’s Commissioners, relative to other Matters inserted in
the Dutch Edition, particularly the Addition intituled “ Epistolee Mariz Regine Angli, ad extraneos Principes
“ & Republicas. ab anno 1554, ad annum 1558, desumpte ex Manuscripto originali in Bibliotheca Ducis
“ Kentie.” This Collection is found in Part 1v. Vol. 1X. of this Edition. If these are to be received, they
must be extracted, and referred to their respective Places among the other Materials which constitute the Work.

While I take it for granted, that all the Original Plates which have adorned the different Editions of the
Fzdera, must be re-engraved, I submit to His Majesty’s Commissioners whether a few others might not be

_added; viz. for the First Vol. "

1. A Fac-Simile of the curious Account “ De Navibus per Magnates Normanni® provisis, pro passagio
* Ducis Willielmi in Angliam.” The Original is in the Bodleian Library, and is evidently a MS. of that Time,’
the Transactions of which it relates. '

2. The Charter of Battle Abbey, the very curious Original of which is in the Cotton Library. :

3. If the Articuli, the Foundation of Magna Carta, the Original of which is also in the British Museum,
should be admitted in the New Edition, the Fac-Simile of that Instrument might be added. But on this Sub-
Ject Ishall crave the Liberty occasionally to consult His Majesty’s Commissioners, and shall do nothing but by
their positive Orders.

The Plates in the First Volume of the F&pERA, which I suppose should be re-engraved, are the following :

Plate 1. A Fac-Simile of the three first Lines of the Cyrograph, containing the Convention between Henry 1.
and Robert Earl of Flanders, dated xvi. Kal. June 1001.

Plate II. Do. of the Three first Lines of the Convention between Henry II. and Theodoric Earl of Flanders,
dated xiv. Kal. April 1163. This is also a Cyrograph. A
Plate IIL. Do. of the Convention between Ric. I. and Baldwin Earl of Flanders, A. D. 1197; also a

Cyrograph. N. B. These Three Fac-Similes are engraved on one Plate, about 184 Inches long,

by seven inches broad, and may be re-engraved in the same way.
Plate
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Plate IV. The Bull of Pope Innocent Il. to Norman the Prior, taking Christ Church Aldgate under his Appendix,

Protection, A. D.1137. This contains only the first Two Lines of the Bull, the last, the Signatures, @

and the Seal. ¢ PLAN
Plate V. A Bull of Pope Eugenius to William, Prior of the Monastery of St. Giles’, &c. dated 3d Kal. Apr. For Supplement

N A.D. 1148. 'This contains only the Three first Lines, the last, and all the Signatures. Rymer ;:’ fon’tl;untaon of

has not printed either the Signatures or the Date in thé¢ F&pERA. w '
Plate VI. The Bull of Pope Honorius to Alexander King of Scotts, dated xj. Kal. of Dec. A. D. 1218. This

contains only the first and last Line, and the Signatures. The Signatures, Date, &c. are not printed

in the FEDERA. : ,
Plate VII. A complete Fac-Simile of the Instrument by which Alfonsus, King of Castile, cedes to Prince

Edward, eldest Son of Henry I1I. all his Possessions in Gascony, A.D. 1254. Nothing but the

mere Body of this Instrument is printed in the F&DpERA, and the Plate referred to for the Signatures,

Seal, &c.; but this is very improper, as Plates are frequently destroyed or lost, and then all

Reference is useless. The printed part of this, as it stands in the F&pERA, cannot be considered of

any Authority, being without the Signatures, &c. &c. The Signatures in this, and the preceding

- Instruments, must be inserted in the New Edition.

March 12, 1811, ’ A. CLARKE.

AT a BOARD of The Commissioners appointed by His Majesty on the Public Records of the Kingdom, holden
at the House of The Right Honourable the Speaker of the House of Commons, on Monday 25 March 1811 ;

PRESENT,

The Right Honourable CHarLEs ABBOT, Speaker of the House of Commons.
The Right Honourable Sir WrLriam Graxt, Master of the Rolls.

The Right Honourable Lord FrepErICK CAMPBELL.

The Right Honourable Joux Lord REDESDALE.

The Right Honourable SyLvEsTER Lord GLENBERVIE.

The Right Honourable Joun Lord Bishop of London.

The Right Honourable CBARLES BATHURST.

ORDERED, That Dr. Clarke do use his best Exertions in completing a List of the proposed Contents
of his First Volume of the New F&pERA, with a separate Enumeration of the new Articles proposed to be
inserted therein.

The several Instruments are to be printed in their Original Language only, and no Translations.

As to Queen Mary’s Letters, he is to ascertain their Authenticity, and the Place where the Originals are
deposited ; and for this Purpose he is to inquire at the State Paper Office, &c. If they are found to be
admissible into the Body of the Work, then they are to be incorporated into their Chronological Order.

The Instruments during the Protectorate are to be included in the Course of the Work, and the French
Treatise on State and Government is to be omitted.

AT a BOARD of The Commissioners appointed by His Majesty on the Public Records of the Kingdom, holden
at the House of The Right Honourable the Speaker of the House of Commons, on Monday 23 March 1812. -

PRESENT,

The Right Honourable CuarLEs ABRoT, Speaker of the House of Commons.
The Right Honourable Sir Wirr1am GranT, Master of the Rolls. -
The Right Honourable Lord FREDERICK CAMPBELL.
The Right Honourable Joun Lord REDESDALE.
. The Right Honourable SyLvEsTER Lord GLENBERVIE.
The Right Honourable Joun Lord Bishop of London.
The Right Honourable CHARLES BATHURST.

THE Secretary having laid before the Board a List of new Articles proposéd to be made in the New Edition
of RymEer’s FEDERA, together with Specimens of the different Modes of printing this Work ;

ORDERED, That the Specifnens recommended by Dr. Clarke as an Improvement upon the Dutch Edition,
and containing a larger Quantity of the same sized Letter-press in each Page, be adopted.
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Account of the Publication intituled ABBREVIATIO PLACITORUM,
in Domo Capitulari Westmonast. Asservatorum Temp. Regum Ric. 1.

Joh. Hen. III. & Edw. I, 1I.
THE Work was printed under the immediate Direction, Superintendence, and Revision of the Right

Honourable George Rose, Keeper of the Records in the Treasury of the Court of the Receipt of the Exchequer,
preserved in the Chapter House of the Abbey of Westminster, from several Volumes of Abstracts of Pleadings

during the Reigns of Kings Richard the First, John, Henry the Third, Edward the First, and Edward the -

Second, made by Mr, Arthur Agard, and other Keepers of such Records during the Reign of Queen Elizabeth.

From the Commencement of these Pleadings in the Reign of Richard the First, to the End of the Reign of
King J ohn, the Abstract has been framed for the most part from Rolls of the Curia Regis : But as it is difficult
to decide now, when the Proceedings in the Curia Regis finished, and the component Branches of that Court
beame distinct and permanently severed, the whole of the Work has, therefore, been printed under the Title
of “ PraciroruM ABBREV1ATIO.” During the Reigns of Edward the First and Second, far the greater Part
of the Abstract is collected from Rolls of Pleadings in the King’s Bench; there are, however, numerous

Pleadings under the following mixed Titles, viz.

¢ Placita coram Domino Rege in Parliamento suo apud Westminster,” p. 321.
¢ Placita coram Domino Rege & Concilio suo,” pp. 186, 262, 277.
“ Placita coram Concilio Domlnl Regis,” pp. 118, 119, 129, 137, 185, 186, 264, and 277.
“¢ Placita coram Domino Rege et locum suum tenentibus,” pp. 271, 274, 275.
¢ Placita coram Domino Rege vel locum ejus tenentibus,” p. 274.
¢ Placita coram locum tenentibus Domini Regis,” pp. 242, 262, 274, 275, 279, 280, 281.
“ Placita coram Domina Regina & Concilio Domini Regis,” p. 128.
- ¢ Placita coram Archxeplscopo Ebor’ & Concilio Domini Regis,” pp. 118, 119.
¢ Placita coram H. le Bygod, Justiciar’ Anglie,” pp. 146, 149.
“ Placita Exercitds Regis,” pp. 300, 301.

Besides the above, the Abstract contains Pleadings during the Reigns of Henry the Third and Edward
the First, before the Justices Itinerant, pp. 36, 39, 41, 43, 63, 70, 71, 115, 120, 122, 125, 126, 143,

144, 152, 153, and 154 ; and also before the Justices of Assize, pp. 34, 64, 68, 103, 127, 128, 145,

153, 159

Throughout the whole much important Matter will be found, relating to Petitions .of Right, and to the 

Parliament and the Concilium Regis ; and frequent References from each of them to the King’s Bench, and
again from that Comt to the Parliament, viz.

Petitions and Proceedings in Parliament occur in PP. 235, 241, 247, 248, 251, 254, 324, 335.
Petitions sent to the Justices of the King’s Bench, to be there enrolled, pp. 241, 324, 328, 335.

Pleadings before the King, and before the King and his Council, adjourned into Parliament, pp. 211, 253,
255, 264, 289, and 29o.

Pleadings also from the King’s Bench remitted to Parliament, and by the Parliament again sent to that
Court to be determined, pp 253, 255, 256, and 258. .

~Proceedmgs in Error, from the King’s Bench to the Parliament, will be met with in pp 211, 249, 344,
& passim. :

~
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The Expenses of Knights attending the Parliament, are noticed in pp. 332 and 334.
Petitions of Right addressed to the King, are in pp. 208; 228, 256, & passim.

And many Instances of their being sent to the Justices of the King’s Bench to be determined, at pp- 258
260, 261, 313. )

Petitions to the King and his Council, delivered to the Judges of the King’s Bench, that Justice might be
there done to the Parties, pp. 302, 346.

In addition to Points of general Learning to be found herein, respecting the Parliament and the Concilium
Regis, as they severally stood in relation to the Court of King's Bench ; this Abstract furnishes much other
interesting Matter in the Law, the History, and the Customs of the Country Among the most material Heads,
briefly noticed in the Index Rerum, the following may afford some Idea of the Nature and Utility of the

Work, viz.

APPEALS of MURDER and other Felonies—ASSISE—ATTAINT.—Under these Heads much
obsolete Law and many curious Customs are observable.

BRIDGES and SEWERS.—It will be seen, under this Title, who are, in many Instances, hable to the
Repairs of Bridges and Sea Walls,

CHARTERS and GRANTS to Corporations; CONCORDS and FINES in Real Actions,and DEEDS
between Party and Party are enrolled, throughout the Rolls, from whence the Abstract is taken.

DAMAGES and COSTS.—Under this Title, it is observable, that the Judges formerly exercnsed conslder-
able Discretion, in assessing the Amount of Damages without a Jury.

DICTUM de KENILWORTH.—The numerous Pleadings hereon, during the latter part of the Reign of
Henry the Third, and in the beginning of the Reign of Edward the First, throw considerable Light on the
History of the turbulent Reign of the former Monarch.

ERROR.—Much curious Learning, relating to Cases of Error, from the Common Pleas, and from Ireland,
to the King’s Bench ; and from the King’s Bench to the Parliament, occur in many Parts of this Work.
FINES.—Numerous Decisions also occur as to the Doctrine on Fines.

GAVELKIND.—Under this Head considerable Information is to be met with, respecting this antient
Tenure, and the Mode of converting it into Freehold.

HEIRS, afid the Proofs of their Age, and Pedigrees.—These Several Titles will be found serviceable to the
Genealogist and Historian, .

HISTORICAL FACTS, relating as well to the Rebellion and Insurrections under Simon de Mountford,
the Despencers, Andrew de Harcla, Thomas Earl of Lancaster, and others ; as also to the Battles of Lewes
and Evesham, and the Incursions of the Scots into Durham and Yorkshire; with the Submission of John,
King of Scotland to Edward the First, are to be found under their various Heads in the Index.

HONOURS and BARONIES.—These Titles have been classed alphabetically, for the Purpose of more
ready Reference.

JUDGMENTS.—The Reasons and Causes of Judgments, pronounced by the Courts, will be found, in Cases
of Difficulty, to have been entered on Record.

JURISDICTION.—The Jurisdiction of the Ecclesiastical and other Inferior Courts is decided upon and
ascertained.

JURIES.—TIt will be seen that Jurors were often required by the Court to state the Reason for their Verdict.
Special Verdicts were not unfrequent: and under the Titles of Attaint and Certification of Assise, it will be
also observed, that Verdicts were many Times called in question, reviewed, corrected, and set aside.

LIBERTIES and PRIVILEGES of Corporations, Towns, and Villages, are allowed and established.
LONDON.—The Customs of this City, and many Historical Facts relating to it, appear under that Head.

MEASURES of LAND.—The antient Measures of Land, and their various Contents, are to be found
under the Titles of —CarucaTaA—HIipE—FeopuMm MiLiTis—and PERTICA.

-OBSOLETE WORDS.—Many obsolete Words and Law Terms are to be met with throughout the Work,
- with their several Interpretations.

PRACTICE.—The Rules observed in the Practice of the Courts, as well in Actions Real and Personal, as
in other Instances, are arranged under that Head.
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PRIVILEGE of COURTS—and PUNISHMENTS for CONTEMPTS.—Of the strict Attention paid
to the Maintenance of the Dignity and the Respect due to the King’s Courts and His Judges, numerous In-
stances are to be found, in the severe and exemplary Punishment of Persons in Cases of Contempt ; even the
Prince of Wales, Son of Edward the First, did not escape Punishment and Censure for an Act of this Sort:
be was banished by his Father from his Palace, upwards of Half a Year; and was not allowed Access to his
Presence, till he had made a suitable Atonement to one of the Judges for his violent Language towards him,
p- 256. The Official of the Archdeacon of Norfolk was committed to the Tower of London, for executing
Ecclesiastical Process in the Royal Palace at Westminster, 8 Ed. 1. p. 321. And Henry Lord Beaumont was
committed to the Custody of the Marshal, for refusing to give his Advice, and for contemptuous Demeanor in
a Grand Council holden at York, p. 342.

QUO WARRANTO.—Pleadings upon Writs of Quo Warranto were in common Use so early as the
Tenth Year of Richard the First.

RECORDS of the KINGDOM.—During the turbulent Part of the Reign of Edward the Second, when
Roger Mortimer and others were committed to the Tower, the Preservation and Arrangement of the Public
Records were esteemed a Work of such national Importance, that all Impediment to the Persons employed
under the then Special Commission, to arrange and calendar the Records, was expressly provided against, Rot.
Claus’ 16 Ed. 2. m. 19. &—and the Instrument constituting Stephen de Segrave Constable of the Tower, en-
joins him not to hinder, or disturb, the King’s Officers from entering the Tower, for the Purpose of surveying
and arranging the Treasure, Rolls, and other Remembrances therein, as had theretofore been used and done.
¢ Et le dit Mons" Estephene ne destourbra ne empeschement ne mettra que les Ministers nostre dit Seignur le
“ Roy ne p‘ont entrer en le dite Tour pur le Tresor Roulles & autres Remembrances en icele surveer & adrescer
“ auxi come il ad este cea en arriere usez & fait.” Mic. 17 Ed. 2. Rot. 37. p. 343.

STATUTES and ORDINANCES..—Many of these are recorded on the Rolls of the Court of King’s
Bench, together with the Writs directed to the Sheriffs of Counties to proclaim and enforce the Observance of
them. .

TRIAL by DOMESDAY.—In Cases respecting antient Demesne, frequent References will be found to
have been made to that venerable Record ; wherein the Mode of Pleading it is set out in the Abstract.

TRIAL by DOMESDAY of CHESTER.—In the Archives of the Earl of Chester there formerly existed
a Roll, denominated “ The Domesday of Chester;” the Entries in this Roll were esteemed of high Authority,
and perhaps conclusive Evidence : For in an Assize of Darrein Presentment in the County of Chester, A° 38
Hen. 3. between Roger de Sanbach and the Abbot of Deulacrese, as to the Church of Sanbach, removed by
Certiorari into the King’s Bench, the Court, amongst other Grounds for pronouncing their Judgment, give the
following Reason: “ Et quia convictum est per Domesday Cestr’ quod perpetuam habet firmitatem & omnia
“ que in eo continentur inperpetuum sunt stabilia in quo continentur quod, &c. consideratum est,” &c. Hitt
38 Hen. 3. Cestr’ Rot. 10. p. 142. .

TRIAL by the ROLL of WINTON.—Which existed so late as the Reign of King John; for in the
First Year of that King’s Reign, the Abbot of Saint Edmund in Suffolk, in a Plaint against John de Wechesham,
for erecting a Gallows within the Abbot’s Liberty, in setting out his Title to such Liberty from the Time of
Edward the Confessor, concludes it with these Words ; ¢ E¢ preterea ponit se super Rotulum Wintonie,” &c.

TRIAL by DUEL.—Many interesting Particulars touching this Mode of Trial, in Criminal and in Civil
Suits, are to be found herein.

TRIAL by ORDEAL.—This Species of Trial, by Fire and by Water, appears to have been in frequent
Use so late as the Fifteenth Year of King John. Midd. & Kanc’ Rot. 20. p. go.

WRITS of RIGHT and other Real Actions.—There are many interesting Pleadings under these Heads,

~ worthy the Attention of the Lawyer and the Antiquary.

A copious INDEx REerum, prepared by me under the like Suberintendence and Revision of the Right
Honourable George Rose, has been added to the Work.

W. ILLINGWORTH,
Record Office, Tower, _Sub-Commissioner.
1st March 1811.
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Appendix, (K. 2.)

Account of the Publi;:ation of the Exchequer Books called Testa de Nevill,
sive, Liber Feodorum, Temp. Hen. III. & Edw. I

IN the King’é Remembrancer’s Office of the Court of Exchequer are preserved Two antient Books called
The Testa de Nevill, or Liber Feodorum, which are described in the Return of Abel Moysey, Esq. Deputy
King’'s Remembrancer, printed in the Reports from the Select Committee of the House of Commons,

Appendix,
(K.2.)

Testa de Nevill,
Hen. III. -
Edw. I.

—

appointed to inquire into the State of the Public Records of the Kingdom, &c. Page 138, as containing

“ Nomina Villarum, Serjeanties, and Knights Fees, in several Counties, taken by Inquisition temp. Hen. 111

“ and Edward I.;” and it is there also observed,  that these two Books contain Compilations known

“ by the Name of Testa de Nevill;” and that in the Cover ¢f each Book there is a Memorandum in an
antient Hand, of which the following is a Copy, “ Contenta pro Evidencijs habeantur hic in Scc’io et non
¢ pro Recordo.”

These Books contain principally an Account,

. Of Fees holden either immediately of the King, or of others who held of the King in Capite, and if
alienated, whether the Owners were enfeoffed ab antiquo, or de novo, as also Fees holden in Frankalmoigne,
with the Values thereof respectively.
. Of Serjeanties holden of the King, distinguishing such as were rented or alienated, with the Values of the
same.
3. Of Widows and Heiresses of Tenants in Capite, whose Marriages were in the Gift of the King, with the
Values of their Lands.

4. Of Churches in the Gift of the King, and in whose Hands they were.

5. Of Escheats, as well of the Lands of Normans as others, in whose Hands the same were, and by what
Services holden. .

6. Of the Amount of the Sums paid for Scutage and Aid, &c. by each Tenant.

]

N

THE Books appear to have been compiled near the Close of the Reign of Edward the Second, or the
Commencement of that of Edward the Third, partly from Inquests taken on the Presentments of Jurors of
Hundreds before the Justices itinerant, and partly from nquisitions upon Writs awarded to the Sheriffs for
collecting of Scutages, Aids, &c.

Froym what Circumstance they have obtained the Name of Testa de Nevill is not ascertained ; there are
however two Persons, to either of whom they may be assignable; viz. Ralph de Nevill, an Accountant in the
Exchequer and Collector of Aids in the Reign of Henry the Third, whose Name occurs in the Book, p. 39; and
Jollan de Nevill, a Justice itinerant, of the same Reign, who, as Dugdale in his Baronage, Vol. I. p. 228,
supposes, may have been the Author.

Tue Entries which are specifically entitled ¢ Testa de Nevill,” are evidently Quotations, and form com-
paratively a very small Part of the Whole ; they have in all Probability been copied from a Roll bearing that
Name, a part of which is still extant in the Chapter House at Westminster, consisting of Five small Membranes,
containing Ten Counties ; the Roll appears to be of the Age of Edward the First, and agrees verbatim with the
Entries in these Books. An Index Locorum, divided into Counties, and also a General Alphabetical Index,
are subjoined to the printed Volume.
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Appendix, (K. 3.)

Plan for Publication of the Hunprep Rorrs, and Rolls of
Quo Warranto.

’

THE ROLLS, officially denominated “ Tne Hunprep RorLs,” contain Inquisitions taken in pursuance of
a Special Commission, issued under the Great Seal, dated the eleventh Day of October, in the Second Year
of the Reign of King Edward the First.

A Transcript of the Commission itself, with the Articles of Enquiry from the Patent Roll of that Year pre-
served in the Tower, is prefixed to the present Collection. The Original Inquisitions for the County of Lincoln
are preserved amongst the Records in the Tower of London ; and those for several other Counties are reposited
amongst the Records of the Court of the Receipt of the Exchequer, in the Chapter House at Westminster.

For a few Counties no Hundred Rolls have been yet discovered ; and to supply this Deficiency, it has been
deemed advisable to print the Extracts of the Inquisitions for all the Counties, which are entered on Three Rolls
in a Hand-writing coeval with the Inquisitions, and also preserved in the Chapter House: In one Instance,
viz. for the County of Bucks, the Answers to the Articles in the Eyre A° 39 Hen. 3., hitherto officially kept as
part of the Hundred Rolls of that County, have been also added.

In order to form an accurate Idea of the Nature of the Hundred Rolls, it will be necessary briefly to consider
the Articles usually given in Charge to the Hundredors by the Justices in Eyre, the particular Objects the
King had in Contemplation in issuing this Special Commission, the Legislative Provisions which originated from
the Returns thereto, and the subsequent Pleadings in Quo Warranto in Eyre which took place in consequence
of some of these Provisions.

It was a Function of the Justices in Eyre, as well to enquire of Knights Fees, Escheats, Wardships, Marriages,
Presentations to Churches, and Usurpations of the Rights of the Crown, (in order to preserve the profitable
Tenures of the King, and that he might be duly answered of the Fruits of such Escheats, Wardships, &c.
which formed a material part of his Revenue), as to enquire of Oppressions and Frauds of the King's Ministers
and Officers. The Justices, therefore, (asis well known), delivered in charge to the Hundredors certain Articles
called “ Capitula Itineris.” (Bract. I 2. fo. 116, 117.) These were not always the same, but varied as Times
and Places required. The Articles in Bracton were given in charge with little Variation, during the Reign of
Henry the 3d. In his 39th Year, the 4nnals of Burton, 342, and the Inquisitions for Bucks, (page 20), furnish
an Example of the Changes occasionally made in them. They are fewer, though in Substance many of them
are similar to the Articles of the Special Commission A°® 2 Edw. 1. Two Articles of the 39th Henry 3. are
particularly levelled against the increasing Power of the Italian Clergy, and the Encroachment of the Eccle-
siastical on the Civil Courts,

During the turbulent Reign of King Henry the 3d, the Revenues of the Crown had becn considerably
diminished by Tenants in Capite alienating without Licence; and by Ecclesiastics, as well as Laymen, with-
holding from the Crown under various Pretexts its just Rights, and usurping the Right of holding Courts and
other Jura Regalia. Numerous Exactions and Oppressions of the People had also been committed in thig
Reign, by the Nobility and Gentry claiming the Rights of free Chace, free Warren, and Fishery, and demanding
unreasonable Tolls in Fairs and Markets; and again, by Sheriffs, Escheators, and other Officers and Ministers
of the Crown, under Colour of Law.

King Edward the First, who was on his Return from the Holy Land on the Death of his Father, did not
reach England till towards the latter End of the 2d Year of his Reign (Rot. Claus. 2 Ed. 1. m. 5.and Rot. Pat.
2 Ed. 1. m. 15.), and these Abuses remained uncorrected till his Return. One of the First Acts of his Adminis-
tration, after his Arrival, was to enquire into the State of the Demesnes, and of the Rights and Revenues of the
Crown, and concerning the Conduct of the Sheriffs, and other Officers and Ministers, who had defrauded the
King, and grievously oppressed the People. (Annals of Waverley, 235.)

The Capitula Itineris would have nearly embraced the Consideration of all these Abuses : yet as the Circuit
of the Justices itinerant, who went it generally but once in Seven Years, would not return till the Sixth Year of
this King’s Reign, it was necessary in the Interim to afford a speedy Remedy to the Crown and to the Subject.
Before, however, any specific Remedy could be provided for the Correction of the Abuses above described,
Evidence was requisite of their peculiar Nature and Extent. The King, therefore, on the 11th October, A° 2° of
his Reign, appointed Special Commissioners for the whole Kingdom, as appears from the Patent Rolls of that
Year, whereon are enrolled Thirty-five Articles of Inquiry. Twelve other Articles, not discoverable on the
Patent Rolls, are to be found among the Returns, making in all Forty-sev<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>