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EGYPT AND THE ENGLISH. 

only to the booming and inflation of the last year or 
two, but to the fact of Lord Cromer's resignation for 
ill-health or other reasons. The impression of those who 
knew Sir Eldon Gorst, when he was in Egypt before, 
is that the continual weakening of England's position is 
not due to any want of strength on his part-he was 
always considered a strong man-but to the instructions 
of a Government of Little Englanders in England, only 
hindered from committing serious follies in Egypt by the 
wisdom and firmness of Sir Edward Grey. 

N othlng attests the value of the services done by 
England to Egypt more than the fact that the bare 
rumour that British occupation might not be permanent 
has reduced the credit of Egypt to a North-African in
stead of a European level. The very Frenchmen who 
hate England, and have been scheming to drive her out 
of the occupation of Egypt, are refusing, at the bare 
thought of their exertions proving successful, to invest 
any more of their money in Egypt. 

It will be noticed that the country districts have 
apparently benefited much more than the cities by the 
quarter of a century of strenuous labours which the 
English have devoted to purifying the administration 
and developing the resources of Egypt. If this is so, 
it is because the benefits of which the agricultural dis
tricts stood in need were water, honest taxation, the 
lowering of the interest on loans, security from op
pression, and the like. These were reforms which were 
not likely to meet with so much opposition as those the 
cities needed for two reasons, which really resolve them
selves into one-the people who stood in the way of 
reforms were natives, not foreigners, and there were 
very few foreigners in those parts. 
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The British Minister Plenipotentiary, Agent, and Consul·General in Egypt. 
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The Sphinx-excavated. 
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44 EGYPT AND THE ENGLISH. 

four guineas, the amount of exemption. Other contribu
tions are made in kind. The poorer classes give their 
services, either as labourers in the oases, or as spies, 
messengers, poisoners, and assassins. All animals 
belonging to the confraternity are branded with its 
cachet-the name of Allah." 

.. The Way of the Senussi," which I have poken of 
above a superseding the" Way of the Prophet/' is of 
great importance with regard to the subject of this 
chapter, for, if not Pan-Islamistic, it is Islamistic to 
the last degree. It protests with all its might against 
any concessions being made to Western civilization. 
It is against all progress that entails innovations in 
Mohammedan countries, and it is not only against all 
attempts to extend Western influence in Mohemmedan 
countries, it even include the Turk, because he live in 
Europe. It is a meritorious act to kill a Christian 
un er any circumstances, and the Senussi are commanded 
to expatriate themselves from any country und r 
Christian domination. It is for this reason that Egypt 
itself is, speaking generally, untouched by them. There 
are, however, a certain number of the Zawia or Senu si 
convents in the udan, though, owing probably to the 
Engli I occupation and control of the Egyptian overn
ment, the Nile Valley i practi<;ally untouched by them. 

The number of the enussi is by some placed as high 
as seven to eight millions, by others as low as thr e 
millions, but as the Wadai 'untry in the French 
sphere is practically all enussi, and the vVadai number 
three millions, this mu t be under the mark. Mr. White 
says that there is a chain of Senussi settlements all 
o er the ahara. The Wadai, however, are the back
bone of the movement; their a h rence was ecured 
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A Shaduf. 
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11.11. The Khedive of Egy~t. 
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The Obelisks in the great Temple at Karnak. 
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A Cairo Fountain. 
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92 EGYPT AND THE ENGLISH. 

common practice for the Egyptian, when he was going 
by train, to give bakshish to the guard and the ticket
collector instead of taking a ticket. 

Doctors see a good deal of the Seamy side of 
Egyptian life. I had the good fortune to meet a 
country doctor who had had a great deal of experience 
on the railways, while he was examining recruits, and 
he told me some of his experiences. 

A man had his thigh broken in a railway accident. 
A Coptic assistant-surgeon in a country hospital claimed 
the man as a friend on the strength of a mutuaf ac
quaintance. He asked if the man might be discharged, 
because he wished to treat him himself in his own house. 
My friend happened to meet a railway director at dinner 
that night, who said, "I know that Coptic assistant
surgeon. He has a brother who is a lawyer. They 
will put in a claim for two hundred pounds against the 
railway, and will pay the victim about ten pounds." 
In the morning the director went to see the patient, 
and settled with him that he should have ten pounds 
as compensation. The Coptic assistant-surgeon turned 
his " friend " out of the house then and there. 

Another Coptic doctor was asked to sign the 
certificate of a man being blind. He refused unless he 
received bakshish. The worst instance I know of this 
kind occurred in the case of a well-known English 
Radical M.P., who had shown himself a greater simple
ton than most in swallowing the specious Nationalist 
lies. He went up the Nile in a dahabeah, and took his 
English physician with him. Unfortunately, the phy
sician died, and a local doctor had to be called in to 
sign the certificate as to the cause of death. 

He demanded an enormous fee, quite a large sum of 
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The Mosque of Amr-the most ancient in Cairo. 
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PMI.6rl [LEItBJIAN, Cairo. 
An old Arab Street in Cairo. 
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Photo bpJ [PIROJlELI, Luxor. 
The Pigeon Towers of Egypt: the most fertile source of disorder. 
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THE PRESS IN EGYPT. 149 

horizon of the country fluttering over the heads of the 
inhabitants." "If," says the writer in AI-Akbar, "it 
had not been for his noble character and his gratitude 
to his principals he could have dealt the present managers 
of Al-Lewa wounds that reached their bones and exposed 
their actions." 

The meaning of all this rigmarole is that none of the 
petitions and correspondence of indignation against the 
English, with which Al-Lewa was flooded, were genuine
they were all concocted in the office by this man, Ahmed 
Hilmy, who consequently became so "swollen-headed" 
that the new editor, when Mustapha Pasha Kamel died, 
did not care to retain his services. 
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Exterior of an old Mamll.k house at Cairo. 

lLUBJlAli, Cairo. 
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THE TRAGEDY OF GORDON AT KHARTUM. 211 

of the wae eemove non~4xbinbatant 

was not needed to carryon the everyday life and 
machinery of the defence, i.e., the people concerned with 
feeding] repalee] so on~ And it as if 
had ??ny l'ns]H~~JJ]~~Jlble abot'd the 1i0i'ib U r"',,",",·J;L Q.; "'" "" 

days of tbe siege. Gordon had the command of the 
Nile and plenty of steamers. He could dump the non-
combiebnte at any which he thoughf best for . 
safety ~ Sirdae knoxe inore 
the Sngan than anyone living, has recorded In 

his brilliant work upon Mahdism and the Egyptian 
Sudan, that it was the starvation of its ccldiers thct 
brouggt nbout fall of 
sent the his 
for his soldiers, he could have held out for an unlimited 
time, because every year when the Nile was high his 
steameee eeuld eecured an of 
supplie~e the numfieree ef the 

It is certain that these are the reasons why Khartum 
fell. One may, therefore, pass at once to the contem-
plation the entee,erdinary that were 
heroic had geniue his 
men and discouraging his enemies, that he almost suc
ceeded in his impossible task in spite of neglecting these 
elemen tney pr€~ca1Ler:q{'#Ue 

" the" wne nirtually 
state of siege from July, I883." "Colonel de Coetlogon, 
one of the officers of the luckless Hicks Pasha, who 
had bern lrft in of Yep6t," the 
quotiny 'duwer, English in 
was murdered with Colonel Stewart, " drove a deep ditch 
and parapet one thousand five hundred and thirty 
yards across level or left dry 
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The Statue of Gordon at Khartum. 
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On the Hank5 of the ~ile. 

[LE"EJI~". Cairo. 
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Photo b!i] [L~:K IW IAN, C"iro. 

The Jlah-eJ-.\zah, where the )Iamlitks were massacred, and thl! )loS<lue of !\1I!hemd Ali in thl! Citadel uf Saladin at Cairo . 
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P/lQlo br] (LEKI!JIAN, Cairo. 
A Fifteenth Century Mosque Pulpit and Mlhrab. 

[Facing page 328. 
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In the Bazar at Cairo. 

[Facing page J44. 
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THE CITY OF THE CALIPHS AND THE BAZARS. 345 

which runs down to Ismail Pasha's stately portal. This 
bit of the Bazar is full of colour; all sorts of curiosities 
are hanging up; the cases are full of tempting pieces. 
Many ladies come back day after day and spend hours 
here, intoxicated with the spirit of bargaining. And the 
turquoises and embroideries are great bargains, judged 
by English prices. I was more interested in the really 
beautiful modem brassware, and the Turkish towels 
which Turks use-gaily striped cotton cloths, which we 
should impound for antimacassars. 

Except when I found a bargain I always made 
my escape as quickly as I could into the crowded 
Khordagiya, which divides the Turkish Bazar from the 
little dark vaults, with three-foot passage-ways thread
ing them, where the goldsmiths are turning their blow
pipes on the yellow gold. This Khordagiya is lined 
with the show-cases of the jewellers displaying 
diadems, necklets, bracelets, talismans, rings, all in 
golden filigree. This is one of the chief thoroughfares 
of native life; at times it is impossible to move, till 
it widens out into the Bazar of the Brassworkers, the 
most enchanting coup d' ail in all native Cairo. For the 
booths of the brass-workers, with their primitive vessels 
and implements, are ranged round the quaintest group 
of mosques in the world. I have often referred to the 
venerable aspect of this group, the Milristan and Mosque 
of Kalailn, the Mosque and Tomb of En-Nasir, the 
Mosque of Sultan Barkilk, and the grand old mansion 
adjoining it. The opposite side of this Silk is a mass 
of important ruins-a Sultan's palace and a stately 
mosque. 

The artist desirous of transferring to his canvas the 
beauty of old Moslem buildings has arrived at his Mecca 
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Plt6l. br1 [LEKLJIAl<. Cairo. 

The Mosque of Kail Bey in the Tom~ uf the Khalifs. 
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I'Aolo 6,] [LEJ[EJIAlI, O&Iro. 

The open.air Hall of a ~Iedia:val Arab House in Cairo. 
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422 EGYPT AND THE ENGLISH. 

much time on going to the water is a constant subject 
of jealousy. Mrs. Breasted in her "Songs of an 
Egyptian Peasant," gives the song of a young wife, who 
against the express command of her husband-for she 
was so very pretty that she was kept at home-has gone 
again at daybreak to the river, to chat with her former 
companions who have come to draw water, and when 
the sunrise draws nearer is urgent about returning home, 
in order that her husband may not discover her absence . 

.. Va t..nit imlu u-sIlu, 
la-n-nahi.r yitla' 'aleye. 
Hefe min mahbiibi yill' tni, 
Sidi u-mhanag 'aleye." 

II 0 girls, fill and carry away, 
That the day may not surprise me. 
I fear that my beloved may meet me. 
He is my master and has forbidden me." 

Between the villages are fields of dhurra, or sugar
cane, or berseem, the green fodder which you see the 
camels bringing in to Cairo every day for the horses 
and donkeys to live on. Cotton is chiefly grown in the 
Delta and the Fayyum, but what lends great beauty to 
the banks of the Nile is the fact that village and field 
alike has its border of palms or mimosas, or lebbeks, or 
sycomores along the river, making silhouettes against 
the sunrise and sunset skies. A camel grazing as if it 
was wild and a clump of palms on the sky-line make 
a picture worthy of Perugino. We often thought 
of him, and the other great fifteenth-century Italian 
painters who were so fond of horizons against the 
evening sky, as we were going up the Nile. Tall 
mimosas in the distance have rather the effect of stone
pines. The Egyptian sunset fires the most apathetic. 

There is in the centre of the promenade deck of 
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II II Portraits of Cleopatra and C\:sarion on tire walls of the Temple of Denderah. 
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The Nekropolis of Kharga, in the Great Oasis of the Libyan Desert. 
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Photo bgl 
* 

• The Colossus of :-.remnon at Thebes, so often mentioned in the Classics . 
[LKKEJ lAX, ('alro. 
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In the Tombs of the Kings at Thebes. 

[PIR()IoIKLI, Luxor. 
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Plaut. by] 
The Great Temple of Karnak. 

[LiKEJ IAN. Cairo. 
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508 EGYPT AND THE ENGLISH. 

Rome. But Dr. Llewellyn Phillips, the brilliant young 
Welsh physician, who has such a great name in Cairo, 
assured me that this weather was exceptional, and that 
Cairo generally treated its visitors much better. March 
and April were delightful; even the early part of May 
was not oppressive. Cairo is naturally well off for doctors, 
and in the Anglo-American Hospital visitors have a 
delightful and efficiently-conducted place out in the 
floweriest part of Cairo for which they can exchange 
their hotel in case of serious illness. The Kasr-el-Aini, 
the general hospital of Cairo, is quite a remarkable place. 
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MelDnon, colossus of, at Thebes. Su 
THKBKS. 

Memphis as a capital, the older rival 
of Thebes, 430; colossi of, 429. 431 ; 
group of monuments, 430; the 
tombs of. 449; ruins of, 447; tombs 
and pyramids of, 457. 

Mena House (see CAIRO HOTELS); 
golf at, 507; native market beyond. 
355· 

Mer-en-Ptah. tomb of, 431; Pharaoh 
of the Exodus. 475; most perfect 
monument of ancient Egyptian art, 
475· 

Mererua, Tomb of, 431. 
Meroc!, 199; island of, what it means, 

313; pyramids of. 202; like a 
Sudanese Stonehenge, 314 ; the 
Ethi~ia of ~een Candace, 313. 

Meshreblya, ongin of name, 389. 
Mess, separate for English and 

Egyptian officers, 165. 
Messalamieh Gate of Kbarttlm, 230, 

231. 
Metemmeh, 172, 218, 219, 220. 
Mezhebs, or principal orders of Islam, 

the four, 373. 
Middle Ages lasted a thousand years 

in Egypt. 387; Middle Ages one of 
the oases of history, 387. 

Militaryservice. 22, 95,112; men blind 
themselves in one eye to escape 
from, 94, II 2 310,; men poison 
themselves to escape from, 95; 
price of exemption from, 22. 95, 
1I2; reforms m, suggested by Sir 
Eldon Gorst, 22. 

Milner, Lord, 3. 25. 
Mi1lbar, AI-, 114, 134. 136. 
Missionaries, heroism of, in South of 

Sudan, 201; not allowed to go abou t 
in province of Sudan where Mo
haDimedanism prevails. 187. 

Moa,ad, AI-, 114, 136. 
Mo·allaka. See CoPTIC CHURCHES. 
Modena, 524. 
Moeris, Lake. See FAYYUM. 
Mohammed Abdou. Sheikh, the late 

Grand Mufti, 53 
Mohammed Ali. Gordou's General, 216. 

221 ; his heroic death, 217. 
Mohammed Bey Ferid. See FERID. 
Mohammed Bey Ibrahim, 230. 
Mohammed, the dragoman, 427. 
Mohammedan. See also MOSLEM. 
Mohammedan Africa, various religious 

orders of, 357; agitation. more for
midable to France than to England, 
40; in North Africa. 34. 37, 48 ; 
Day of Rest, 107, 245; Egyptians 
seldom object to beilli{ photo
graphed, 358; ~pires mNorth 
Africa. 37; fanatlClSm. 40; funeral, 

347; gentleman. 89; indebtedness 
to the English, 34; ingratitude, 34 ; 
law. 14; proselytizing in pagan 
l'eJiments SD-ould be discouraged, 
164; religion prohibits being ruled 
by a Christian, 34, 54, 55. 103, 106; 
religious courts. 245; University of 
EI-Azhar, 107. 

Mohammedans, posts confined to, 56; 
Sudanese laws against proselytizing. 
187; Sudanese laws against prosely
tizing of children except &y per
mission of parents, 188. 

Mohammedanism. too much considera
tion shown to, considering the active 
part taken by Islamists against 
English Occupatiou, 195. 

Mokattam. Hills of the, 328. 403; as 
blank as Eternity, 360. 

Mokattam. Mosques of the, 331. 
MokluJll4"" EI-, newspaper. 134. 
Molahizin, 99. 
Molid. or Birthday of the Prophet, 357; 

held on parade ground of Abbassiya. 
357; looks like the pictures of the 
Battle of Lepanto. 358. 

Mongalla, 199.200; labour a difficulty 
in, 182; province of. 199; in 1907, 
condition of, 186; in 1908, condition 
of, 181; tribute readily paid in. 
181. 

Mont Majeure. 530 • 531. 
Monteneglins, 352. 
Monument-tickets, 428. 
Moore case, 132. 
Morant, Capt.. Governor of Haifa 

province, 179. 
Mordan. Mr. Percy, 299. 
Morhig. Dr., chemist at Khartum, 245. 
Moses in the bulrushes, 151. 324; was 

found ou Roda Island, 448. 
Moses, well of. the, 328. 
Moslem. Se. also MOHAMMEDAN. 
Moslem, Egyptian, not like the Indian 

Moslem, 55. 
Moslem fleet, subscription for a. 148. 
Moslems. England has done too much 

for, 56; from abroad welcomed as 
fellow-countrymen, 56. 

Moslemism a kind of Freemasonry, 55. 
Mosquitoes. nODe in Khartum, 201. 
Motor-cars for the Desert in Bahr-el· 

Ghazal and Red Sea provinces, 193 ; 
for the Fly districts, 193. 

M.P.'s. Radical. in Egypt. 29, 30, 3 r , 
32, 47. 53. 102. 247; their illogical 
attitude about Egyptian Nation
alists, who are violently anti
Christian, 106; simplicity of. 103. 

Mudir. 14, 20. 
Mudirieh, or Governor's house, at 

Wady Haifa, 302. 
Mufti, Grand, 357. 
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