


forthcoming publications and discount offers for ECSSS
members.

* Fill out the enclosed membership form and send us
your 1987-88 dues (covering the spring 1988 issue of the
newsletter). We are trying to keep dues to a minimum
and cannot afford additional mailings for dues reminders,
so please help us by sending your 1987-88 dues as soon as
possible after receiving your copy of this newsletter.

* Tell your friends, library, or organization about us!

With your help, ECSSS can bring great benefits to
everyone with an interest in eighteenth-century Scotland.
Please give us your support!

--The Editor

IPSE a Smash!

As many readers will know, university and city culturai
life in Edinburgh during the summer of 1986 was
dominated by cclebration of the Scottish Enlightenment,
organized by Prolessors David Daiches and Peter Jones
of the Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities
under the acronym "IPSE 86" (Institute Project Scottish
Enlightenment). The Edinburgh International Festival
adopted the Institute’s theme as its own, and the wealth
of events that took place on the theme was unparalleled
in history,

Planning for IPSE began in 1982, and the mere statis-
tics of what occurred under its auspices between May
and Septeinber indicate the scope of the project:

* 225 lectures and seminars were attended by more
than 8,000 people, in venues ranging [rom the Royal
Society of Edinburgh and the Royal Museum of Scotland
to the University Library and Pollock Halls of Residence.

* 6 international conferences brought more than 400
overseas delegates to Edinburgh to participate in debate
and investigation. Conferences meeting at Edinburgh
during the IPSE period included the Conference on Law
and Eniightenment; Colloquium on Self-Expression and
Self-Determination in the Commonwealth Context;
Hume Society, Conference for the Study of Political
Thought; British Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies;
and Science and the Enlightenment in Europe (the sixth
International Conference on History and Philosophy of
Science). -

* 40 IPSE International Fellows were elected for
periods of up to six months to pursue research into all
aspects of the Scottish Enlightenment. Fellows had
offices at Hope Park Square (the new home of the

Institute) and were actively involved in IPSE-sponsored
seminars, lectures, and conferences.

* 20,000 visitors went to the IPSE exhibition "A
Hotbed of Genius" at the Queen Street galleries of the
Royal Museum of Scotland. The accompanying book, 4
Hotbed of Genius--edited by David Daiches, Peter Jones,
and Jean Jones and published for the Institute by Edin-
burgh University Press--was on the Scottish Bestsellers
list for several months and has been reprinted to meet
demand (seec "Book Reviews”). IPSE commissioned
three concerts for the Festival of music played in Edin-
burgh during the 1770s (devised by Dr. David Johnson)
and also presented a new adaptation (by Roger Savage)
for the stage of Hume’s Dialogies Concerming Natural
Religion. Worldwide media coverage of IPSE events was
almost uniformly favorable.

As part of the university project, a major exhibition of
Scottish painting was held in the Upper Library. Other
events presented in explicit harmony with the project
included a showing of Tassie Medallions at the National
Galleries, a celebration of the work of the eighteenth-
century botanist John Hope at the Royal Botanic Gar-
den, and "The Enterprising Scot™-a provocative exhibi-
tion put on by the National Museums of Scotland. To
ensure that visitors spread the word, the Scottish Post
Office commemorated the Scottish Enlightenment with a
special aerogramme, designed in consultation with the
IPSE team.

The declared aims of IPSE were "to generate greater
awareness and deeper understanding of Scotland’s intel-
lectual and cultural heritage." The community at large
has certainly now heard of the Scottish Enlightenment,
and more people are now cxpressing genuine interest in
its character and legacy. A large number of the world’s
leading scholars have been able to explore new avenues
and to exchange ideas with scholars from other fields;
historians and philosophers, chemists and geologists,
lawyers and doctors were able to work together and
challenge each other’s perspective.  Numerous
publications are likely to result from the detailed re-
search and interdisciplinary inquiry undertaken during
IPSE. Some of these will be issued by the Institute.

The driving force behind IPSE was Professor Peter
Jones, who is now full-time Director of the Institute for
Advanced Studies in the Humanities. His astonishing
energy and enthusiasm were largely responsible for
making this ambitious undertaking as successful as it was.
IPSE was also a fitting tribute to the outgoing Director of
the Institute, Professor David Daiches, who has provided
inspiration to students and scholars of cighteenth-century







Ever since its inception in 1986, ECSSS has enjoyed
strong support from ASECS. ECSSS is particularly
grateful to the executive secretary of ASECS, R. G.
Peterson, and the head of its Affiliate Society Commit-
tee, T.E.D. Braun, for their warm encouragement. Al-
though next April’s Norfolk conference will cause ECSSS
to maintain a Jow profile at the 1988 ASECS meeting in
Knoxville, ECSSS intends to be well represented at the
1989 ASECS mecting in New Orleans. Proposals for
ECSSS-sponsored seminars there are welcome,

Scotland and America

The subject of Scotland’s ties with, and influences on,
eighteenth-century America has inspired some useful
studies in recent years, including Andrew Hook’s Scot-
tand and America: A Study of Cultural Relations, 1750-
1835 (1975), William C. Lehmann’s Scottish and Scotch-
Irish Contributions to Early American Life and Culture
(1978), and William R. Brock’s Scons Americanus: A
Survey of the Sources for Links between Scotland and
America in the Eighteenth Century (1982). Yet the subject
is 50 rich and fascinating that a great deal remains to be
done. Along with current intcrest in the architectural
achievements of Robert Smith (see "Architectural News"
below) and the recent ASECS seminar on Scotland and
the American Constitution (see "ECSSS at Cincinnati"
above), the following items represent widely different
kinds of efforts to explore aspects of this theme.

ECSSS Volume Planned

Readers who received the initial announcement of the
establishment of ECSSS also received a call for contribu-
tions to a projected book of essays on Scotland and
America, to be edited by Richard B. Sher and published
by a major university press with the official endorsement
of ECSSS. The response to that call can only be called
overwhelming. Literally dozens of proposals for con-
tributions to the book were received during the past
several months, and after much review and correspon-
dence with potential contributors the collection has now
assumed a more or less fixed form. Proposals for essays
were evaluated on a number of grounds, including their
potential for making a fresh and significant contribution
to some aspect of this subject. The focus of the work will
be on the era of the American Revolution and the heyday
of the Scottish Enlightenment. In order to convey this
focus, the title of the book will be Scotland and America
in the Age of Witherspoon.

Contributors hail from several countries and numerous
disciplines, among them English literature, history, re-
ligion, political science, and architecture. They run the
gamut from eminent senior scholars such as Andrew
Hook, Bruce Lenman, lan Ross, G. Ross Roy, and
Andrew Skinner to promising younger scholars who have
recently completed, or are about to complete, doctoral
theses in this area. With more than twenty essays
planned, this will be a big volume. For this reason
Jeffrey Smitten, acting chair of the English Department
at Texas Tech University and co-editor of the journal The
Eighteenth Century: Theory and Interpretation, has been
named co-editor. Yet big as it now is, the book may still
be able to use additional contributions in a few areas that
have so far attracted no proposals for essays (notably art,
medicing, and music). Anyone interested in contributing
an essay on one of these subjects by the end of this year
should contact one of the editors immediately. Publica-
tion of the book is anticipated for 1989.

ASECS and OAH Seminars

Conference seminars held at the spring 1986 meeting
of the American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies
in Williamsburg, Virginia, and at this spring’s meeting of
the Organization of American Historians in Philadelphia
are further examples of work in progress on Scotland and
Amecrica. Both scminars were inspired by the classic
1954 issue of Willigm and Mary Quarterly that first
brought together papers on this topic, and most of the
participants at these {wo seminars will also be contribut-
ing to Scotland and America in the Age of Witherspoon.

The Williamsburg seminar, called simply "Scotland and
America,” featured Ian S. Ross speaking on "The
Stimulus of American Issues for Adam Smith"; Robert
Kent Donovan on "The Popular Clergy of the Church of
Scotland and the American Revolution”, and Roger J.
Fechner on "John Witherspoon and Scottish Moral
Philosophy in Revolutionary America." Commenting on
the papers was Donald W. Livingston, while Richard
Sher was in the chair. Though fog at Norfolk Airport
prevented two of the panelists from arriving on time, it
was at a meeting of the entire panel a day later that
ECSSS was born.

The Philadelphia seminar at the OAH meeting oc-
curred on 3 April. Entitled "Scotland and America: The
Eighteenth Century," it was organized by Alan Karras,
who presented a paper comparing the contributions of
Scottish professionals in Virginia and Jamaica. Other
papers were delivered by Leigh Eric Schmidt (on the
Scottish contribution to American revivalism) and







current researcher in Edinburgh is Dr. Alexander Mur-
doch, the historian of eighteenth-century Scottish politics.
The sponsoring organization for the project is the
Carolina Charter Corporation, a private, non-profit
group formed in 1960 to support the work of the Colonial
Research Project. Major funding has been provided by
the St. Andrew’s Society of North Carolina and the North
Carolina Socicty of the Cincinnati.

Examples of materials discovered by researchers for
the Scottish project include:

* information relating to the so-called Argyll Colony of
1739 (the first organized migration of Scots to North
Carolina)

* Admiralty Court records relating to an abortive
venture in 1773 involving about 200 emigrants from
Caithness

* information on trade between North Carolina and
various Scottish ports

* information about attempts to secure Presbyterian
clergy for North Carolina

Funds permitting, the project will follow up every
reasonable lead in Edinburgh archives before moving on
to other Scottish repositories. Microfilms of relevant
materials discovered in Scotland are deposited in the
North Carolina State Archives, along with detailed
descriptions of them by the project’s researchers. Many
of these materials include information about Scottish
connections with Virginia, South Carolina, and other
colonies. Mr. Cain would like to see the North Carolina
Colonial Records Project exparided to include other
interested states in some kind of consortium, both to help
with the cost of such work and, more importantly, to
make a wider range of documents available to
researchers.

For more information, write to Robert J. Cain, Head,
North Carolina Colonial Records Project, 109 East Jones
St., Raleigh, NC 27611, USA.

Robert Burns at Guelph

To celebrate the 200th anniversary of the famous
Kilmarnock edition of Burns's poems (1786), the
Canadian Association for Scottish Studies at the Univer-
sity of Guelph, Ontario, hosted a two-day Robert Burns
conference during the month of October. The con-
ference was chaired by Professor Ted Cowan (who heads
the Association) and supported by The British Council
and the College of Arts Advancement Fund at the
University of Guelph.

The conference opened with an all-day workshop on
Burns that featured brief presentations by several well-
known Burns scholars. At the end of the workshop there
was a plenary discussion by the participants on the sub-
ject of "Recent Burns Criticism." The following day five
scholars spoke on different aspects of Burns’s achieve-
ment and legacy: Elizabeth Waterston of University of
Guelph: "Burns: The Poet as Export to Canada®; Andrew
Noble of University of Strathclyde: "Burns: The Poet as
Revolutionary"; Carol McGuirk of Florida Atlantic
University: "The Poet as Hero--and Victim"; Tom Craw-
ford of University of Aberdeen: "Burns: The Poet as
Artist”; and Ken Simpson of University of Strathclyde:
"Burns and Galt: Parish and World in Scottish Litera-
ture.” The conference concluded with an evening of
music, song, and recitation marked by a distinctive
"Burns flavor."

Folger Institute on British Thought

The Folger Institute Center for the History of British
Political Thought has been devoting a good deal of atten-
tion to the eighteenth century this year, and some of that
attention has been focused on Scotland.

Last autumn Dr. Nicholas Phillipson of the University
of Edinburgh led a seminar on British political thought
during the latc seventeenth and early eighteenth cen-
turies, Well known for his work on the Scottish Enligh-
tenment, Phillipson took a broader, British approach in
the seminar. Participants included a variety of scholars
and students from different disciplines, who gathered
cach Thursday and Friday afternoon at the Folger
Shakespeare Library in Washington, D.C. to discuss
topics of general interest.

The seminar was continued from Febroary through
April by Professor J.G.A. Pocock of Johns Hopkins
University, under the title "Political Thought in the
English-Speaking Atlantic, 1760-1800." Two meetings of
the seminar were devoted to the state of the Scottish
Enlightenment around 1776. At the first meeting
Richard Sher led a discussion of some unpublished lec-
tures on national defense by Adam Ferguson, who may
have been lecturing in response to Adam Smith’s treat-
ment of that issue in Wealth of Nations. At the second
meeting Richard Teichgracber addressed the matter of
how Weglth of Nations was received by contemporaries.
Later in the seminar Bruce Lenman discussed his latest
area of research, "country” Whiggism among eighteenth-
century Scottish peers. Still later Istvan Hont was







Festschrift Marks Mitchison’s Retirement

The retirements of two giants of eighteenth-century
Scottish economic and social history are leaving Stirling
and Edinburgh Universities with some pretty large shoes
to fill. First came the retirement from Stirling University
of (now Emeritus) Professor R. H. Campbell, author of
Carron Company (1961), Scotland since 1707: The Rise of
an Industrial Society (1965; second ed. 1985), (with A. §.
Skinner) Adam Smith (1982), and many other important
books and articles. Now comes word that Rosalind
Mitchison will retire from her personal chair at the
University of Edinburgh at the end of this academic year.

During the course of a publishing carcer spanning
more than forty years, Rosalind Mitchison has produced
many major publications. They include her excellent
study of Sir John Sinclair, Agricultural Sir John (1962),
the seminal collection of essays that she co-edited with N.
T. Phillipson, Scotland in the Age of Improvement (1970},
the widely read survey A History of Scotland (1970,
second ed. 1982), and a recent volume in the New His-
tory of Scotland series, Lordship to Patronage: Scotland
1603-1745 (1983). With the help of an Emeritus Fellow-
ship from Leverhulme, Professor Mitchison will continue
to work on two further book projects. One is a study of
poor relief, the other a work on illegitimacy and related
topics in carly modern Scotland. A foretaste of the latter
project appears in a new article by Leah Leneman and
Rosalind Mitchison in Economic History Review 40
(February 1987): 41-63.

To mark the occasion of Professor Mitchison’s retire-
ment from teaching, Aberdeen University Press will
publish a Festschrift in her honor, to be edited by her
coliaborator on the book on illegitimacy, Leah Leneman,
Perspectives in Scottish Social History: Essays in Honour
of Rosalind Mitchison will bring together essays by some
of the best practitioners of cighteenth-century Scottish
social and economic history, including R. H. Campbell,
T. M. Devine, A. J. Durie, Malcolm Gray, and T. C.
Smout, as well as equally outstanding geographers such
as R. A, Dodgshon and Ian D. Whyte. Due out in 1989,
this collection will be a fitting tribute to one who has
given so much to this field.

ECSSS salutes R, H. Campbell and Rosalind Mit-
chison for their impressive contributions to the study of
eighteenth-century Scotland.

Architectural News

Robert Smith Lives

Ever hear of Robert Smith? Many who profess to be
knowledgable about carly American history may not
know that he was perhaps the foremost builder-architect
in colonial America. And many who profess to be know-
ledgable about cighteenth-century Scotland may not
know that Smith grew up in Dalkeith before emigrating
to Philadelphia by the 1740s.

Each January for the past several years Philadelphia
architect and restorationist Charles Peterson has been
gathering together the "Friends of Robert Smith" to
celebrate the birthday of the man responsible for Nassau
Hall at Princeton, Christ Church steeple in Philadelphia,
and the madhouse at Williamsburg, Virginia, among
other classic early American buildings. The event is held
in Carpenters’ Hall, the historic Philadelphia building
that Smith designed by 1770. This year more than one
hundred people were in attendance to sce the newly
designated "Dalkeith Room" on the second floor of
Carpenters’ Hall and a presentation by William D.
Brookover and Robert M. Levy on current architectural
restoration projects in Scotland. The festivities also
included lunch, piping by Jim Ross and Dennis Hangey,
and numerous toasts and announcements (including a
brief pitch for ECSSS). In keeping with the Dalkeith
theme, each guest received a complimentary copy of Old
Dalkeith, a very interesting little magazine edited for the
Dalkeith History Society by ECSSS member David R.
Smith.

Charles Peterson, the man behind the Friends of
Robert Smith, is one of the most experienced architec-
tural restorationists in North America. Beginning in
1931 with the restoration of the Moore House (where
Cornwaliis’s surrender was planned) in Yorktown,
Virginia, he has been a leading force in the restoration of
many historic buildings. He has also distinguished him-
self as an adjunct professor on architectural restoration
at Columbia University, as an author and contributor to
several books on the subject, and as a leading force in
several architectural organizations. Piecing together and
publicizing the career of Robert Smith has been among
Charles Peterson’s major interests in recent years. One
of the highlights occurred in July 1982, when he organ-
ized a major celebration of Robert Smith at Dalkeith and
Edinburgh. Thanks to the efforts of Charles Peterson
and his associates, Smith has arrived not only as an im-
portant figure in early American architecture but also as
another significant instance of eighteenth-century Scot-







delivered at the Aberdeen Philosophical Society and
Literary Society of Glasgow and other writings. In the
end the project will cover some eight to ten volumes of
edited manuscripts and will be certain to add significantly
to our knowledge of Reid and eighteenth-century Scot-
tish thought generally. Besides Charles Stewart-
Robertson, participants in the project include Knud
Haakenssen, Paul Wood, Kathleen Holcomb, and Melvin
Dalgarno. When the project is completed, it is hoped a
new one will be set afoot to republish critical editions of
Reid’s works at the level of the high scholarly standards
being set by the editors of the Princeton Edition of the
Works of Hume.

Another forthcoming publication that bears mention in
this context is by Stephen A. Conrad of the School of
Law at Indiana University. Titled Citizenship and Com-
mon Sense: The Problem of Authority in the Social Back-
ground and Social Philosophy of the Wise Club of Aber- |
deen, this will be the first published full-length study of
the Aberdeen Philosophical Society, or Wise Club as it
was popularly known, that included Reid among its active
members.

Readers of this newsletter may also be interested to
know about the recent discovery and publication of an
important letter from Hume to Reid: P. B. Wood,
"David Hume on Thomas Reid’s An Inquiry into the
Human Mind, On the Principles of Common Sense: A
New Letter to Hugh Blair from July 1762, Mind 95
(1986): 411-16. This letter not only throws light on
Hume’s early response to Reid’s work but provides
evidence for reconstructing what Wood calls "the exact
chronology of the genesis of Reid’s Inquiry." It ends with
a cryptic reference to "one particular Insinuation™ by
Reid that clearly annoyed Hume, prompting him to
remark: "I wish the Parsons wou’d [. . ] confine them-
selves to their old Occupation of worrying one another;
& leave Philosophers to argue with Temper, Moderation
& good Manners."

Scottish Enlightenment at Glasgow U.

Christopher Berry of the Politics Department at the
University of Glasgow has kindly sent us the outline of
the Scottish Enlightenment option offered to students
seeking the M.Phil. degree in Political Theory and
Philosophy. The syllabus of the course covers the follow-
ing seven topics: the nature of the Enlightenment in
general; the social background of the Scottish Enlighten-
ment; man and society (human nature, natural sociability,
conflict, great man, contract, unintended consequences),
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method and history (methodology, stages and progress,
climate and causes); theories of politics (government and
justice, property and ranks, liberty and commerce);
theories of contemporary socicty (corruption and virtue,
division of labor, sympathy, religion and superstition,
taste and manners); interpretation.

The program for the first term includes these ques-
tions: "Why and in what ways did the Scots regard Man
as a social amimal?"; "In what sense are the Scots ‘anti-
individualists’ and how is this manifest?"; "Why and in
what ways do the Scots draw attention to ‘unintended
consequences’?”; "Why did the Scots attach importance
to ‘scientific’ method and explanation?'; "What does
‘conjectural history’ mean and what arc its assump-
ttons?"; "Explain the distinction between Moral and
Physical causes.”

In the second term students confront the following:
“What are the ‘Four Stages’ and what is their function?";
“Explain and account for the links drawn by the Scots
between social stratification, property and government?";
"Explain the connection the Scots see between com-
merce, liberty and law"; "To what extent do the Scots see
their age as ‘corrupt’?"; "On what grounds do the Scots
criticize the division of labor?"; "Why was the Scots’
ethical theory presented in terms of a moral sense or
sentiment?”; "Why do the Scots deprecate superstition?”;
"Account for the recourse to the concept of Taste in the
aesthetic theory of the Scottish Enlightenmment”; "How is
the Scottish Enlightenment best characterized?"

For more information contact the Department of
Politics, University of Glasgow, Glasgow G12 80Q,
Scotland.

If you or your department offers a course or degree that
is likely to interest readers of this newsletter, please send
information to the editor, including a copy of the syllabus
or program description.
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His muse, it was alleged, had no sense of poetic tradition. Most decidedly it did not read Tom Paine nor hear borne
on the pastoral breeze the insurrectionary voices of the American and French Revolutions. While he was deeply hurt
by Edinburgh, Professor McGuirk also argues convincingly that he was creatively hurt into a deeper level of art. He
lost his early poetic self only to find a deeper one as the impersonal, bardic alchemist of his nation’s folk song.

Academic awareness of Burns has shrunk to near insigificance. With far less excuse, we condescend to him as
much as Henry Mackenzie and company. Notions of a simple poet with severe biographical and geographical
limitations abound. In fact he is arguably, formally and thematically, the most complex poet in the eightecenth century
because of his inspired, creative synthesis of multiple Scotiish and English poetic traditions. Sadly, it is the
Anglophobia of much Scottish criticism which has significantly contributed to his reduced status. Hence the value of
the impartial American eyes which are here brought to bear. Unlike MacDiarmid, McGuirk does not dismiss out of
hand the creative interaction of Scottish and English poetry. As the English Romantics freely, happily acknowledged,
he was a central ancestor in libertarian theme and prosody.

Hopefully Professor McGuirk’s book will be a bomb to blow up the academic mausoleum of Burns® false
reputation. With its combination of sensitivity, aesthetic cogency and grasp of history, it certainly deserves to do so.
Its witty, lucid prose is a genuine antidote to the dehumanized, ahistorical jargon of so much formally obsessed
contemporary criticism. In my old fashioned way I have always thought that to trust the tale entailed some degree of
affection for the teller. So much the better if the critical act is inspired by love or its object and not narcissistic
self-regard.

Andrew Noble, University of Strathclyde

Ronald M. Sunter, Patronage and Politics in Scotiand, 1707-1832. Edinburgh: John Donald, 1986. Pp. vii + 254.

Building on the foundation provided by his own 1971 University of Edinburgh Ph.D. thesis, "Stirlingshire Politics,
1707-1832" and Dr. William Ferguson’s seminal Glasgow University Ph.D. thesis on Scottish electoral law and
practice during the same period, Dr. Sunter attempts to provide a more general account of Scottish politics which
emphasizes the importance of local considerations in these contests. Corruption is shown to have been rife, but at
the same time Sunter is quite clear that "influence,” which, as he shows, could not always be bought, was more
important than bribery. He even hints, in the last paragraph of the book, that the politician was not in complete
command of his voters. Thus to dismiss Scottish politics from 1707 to 1832 as so corrupt as to be beneath the
interest of most students is too simplistic, though the twists and turns of local faction, related blow by blow, do not
make for compulsive reading. Dr. Sunter offers some local studies to amplify the points made in his brief general
chapters. These local chapters are useful, but their time span is limited, and even their geographical cover is not so
wide-ranging as one might hope. This book is thus a worthy contribution to a neglected field of study, but it is not so
comprehensive as its title suggests.

Alexander Murdoch, Edinburgh

David Daiches, Peter Jones, and Jean Jones, eds., 4 Hot-Bed of Genius: The Scottish Enlightenment, 1730-90,
Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1986. Pp. xii + 160.

Duncan Macmillan, Painting in Scotland: The Golden Age. Oxford: Phaidon Press, 1986. Pp. 206.

It is difficult to imagine two works on eighteenth-century Scottish cultural history more beautiful than these. They
are exemplary instances of that modern publishing genre, the sumptuous, large-format paperback. Both books are so
inexpensively priced (each costs less than thirteen British pounds, or twenty U.S. dollars) and so magnificently
produced that even if the texts were gibberish one would do well to own them. But in fact the texts are definitely not
gibberish. They are consistently stimulating and informative, and the Macmillan book is often path-breaking.
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picture also typifies Ramsay’s own balanced empiricism, social and sociable, qualities which characterize his
friendship with Hume as based on real intellectual affinity."

In a chapter appropriately titled "The Portraiture of Common Sense," Ramsay’s affinity with Hume is contrasted
with Raeburn’s connection with Thomas Reid. Raeburn knew Reid’s pupil Dugald Stewart well and painted Reid
himself at the recommendation of another of his disciples, Dr. James Gregory. His magnificent portraits of Gregory
and his wife, the latter of which graces the cover of the book, are viewed as examples of Reid’s common sense
philosophy applied to art. For just as Reid emphasized the role of intuition in the perception process, so the mature
Racburn "was painting in a way that is clearly freed from any burden of describing the known rather than the
perceived. He does not infer structures that are not visible. Contour is a function of light alone. The painter records
patterns of tone and colour and pays no respect to continuities of surface or form as conceptually, but not
perceptually present. We are left to respond intuitively to the signs he sets down and which are themselves abstract."
In this way Macmillan cleverly sets the portraiture of the eighteenth-century Scottish masters within both the social
and intellectual contexts of the Scottish Enlightenment.

Both these books are gems. Perusing them brings to life a great deal of cighteenth-century Scottish culture and
reminds one of the extraordinary richness of the Scottish Enlightenment celebration held in Edinburgh during the
summer of 1986.

Richard B. Sher, New .Jersey Institute of Technology

Other Books Received

R. H. Campbell, Scotland Since 1707: The Rise of an Industrial Society. 2nd ed. Edinburgl:
John Donald, 1985. Pp. ix + 272.

An updated version of a very readable survey first published in 1965/ Sound introductory coverage of economic
history, with some attention to technology/ Paperback format suitable for use as a classroom text.

John Robertson, The Scottish Enlighterunent and the Militia Issue. Edinburgh: John Donald, 1985. Pp. viii + 272.
The intellectual history of an important and neglected issue, featuring Andrew Fletcher of Saltoun, David Hume,
Adam Ferguson, and Adam Smith.

Richard B. Sher, Church and University in the Scottish Enlightenment: The Moderate Literati of Edinburgh.
Princeton: Princeton University Press, and Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1985, Pp. xix + 390.

The world of Hugh Blair, Alexander Carlyle, Adam Ferguson, John Home, and William Robertson/ Winner of
Honorable Mention for the John Ben Snow Foundation Prize in History and the Social Sciences, awarded by the
North American Conference on British Studies.

Richard F. Teichgraeber Hl, Free Trade and Moral Philosophy: Rethinking the Sources of Adam Smith’s
Wealth of Nations. Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 1936.

Stimulating account of the roots of Adam Smith’s thought in natural jurisprudence and moral philosophy, with
special attention to Hutcheson and Hume.

The Return of Ossian?

Interested in James Macpherson and the poetry of Ossian? The subject was all the rage for a century and a half,
but it has generated little scholarship in recent years. Several ECSSS members have contacted the editor of
Eighteenth-Century Scotiand about putting together a comprehensive collection of essays that would explore various
aspects of this fascinating topic. Such a collection could constitute the second volume of essays to be published with
ECSSS sponsorship.
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Prof. Alan T. McKenzie, Lit, Purdue U.: Hume; Robert Fergusson; SE

Mr. Colin McWilliam, Arch, Heriot-Watt U.: architectural history, esp. Robert Adam & his circle

Dr. Vincenzo Merrolle, Pol, U. of Rome: Adam Ferguson
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Prof. David Norton, Phil, McGill U.: philosophy, esp. Hume & Hutcheson; intellectual history

Prof. Linda Null, Lit, Tennessee Tech U.: James Boswell
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Mr, Charles E. Peterson, Arch, Robert Smith Project: architecture & building technology; Robert Smith

Ms. Karin Peterson, Arch, Antiquarians & Landmarks Society: architecture & decorative arts

Dr. Joan H. Pittock, Lit, Aberdeen U.: Aberdeen & the Enlightenment; Beattie; Gerard; Wise Club; belles lettres
Dr. Murray G.H. Pittock, Lit, Balliol College, Oxford: Jacobitism in the Northeast and in literature

Prof. J.G A. Pocock, Hist, Johns Hopkins U.: writings on history; political economy; Scottish influence on Gibbon
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Prof. Jacob Price, Hist, U. of Michigan: foreign trade
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Dr. Jane Rendall, Hist, York U.: intellectual, cultural & political history
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Send in Your ECSSS Membership Now for 1987-88!

ECSSS wants to maintain low membership dues, payable in either British or U.S. currency. We also want to offer
members quality services. Please help us to achieve these goals by renewing your subscription as soon as possible
after receiving your copy of Eighteenth-Century Scotland. If we do not have to send out separate renewal notices, we
will be able to put more of our resources into the newsletter and the other services we provide.

1987-88 Membership Rates
Individuals: five dollars (U.S.) or four pounds (U.K.)
Institutions: ten dollars (U.S.) or eight pounds (U.K.)
Picasc make checks payable to "ECSSS".

If you wish to make a contribution to a fund being established to award an annual prize for the best publication(s)
in eighteenth-century Scottish studies, please include a check for the amount of your contribution, payable to ECSSS.
All donations will be greatly appreciated.

Name

Address

Institutional Position/Affiliation (if any)

Fields of Interest in 18th-Century Scotland

Mail with membership fee to Dr. Richard B. Sher, Executive Secretary--ECSSS, New Jersey Institute of
Technology, Newark 07102, USA.

Eighteenth-Century Scotland
Department of Humanities

New Jersey Institute of Technology
Newark, NJ (07102 USA




