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PREFACE
HIS record of The Black Watch during the Great War

shows how some thirty thousand men served in the

Regiment in France, Belgium and Salonica, in

Palestine and Mesopotamia, of whom eight thousand
were killed and over twenty thousand were wounded.

The long days in the trenches encouraged a very close under-
standing between officers and men, and many hours were spent
talking over what might best be done for the good of the Regi-
ment after the war. Serving in the earlier part of the war as a
company officer, I gathered from these discussions that there were
three schemes which great numbers of our men hoped might, one
day, be realized.

The first of these schemes entailed the reorganization of the
Regimental Association, in order that help might be given to the
large number of men, who, it was feared, would find themselves
in difficulties or in distress after the war. This first object has
been achieved through the labours of many officers of The Black
Watch, among whom I must mention the names of the Earl of
Mansfield, Colonel S. A. Innes and Major L. Gibson.

The second scheme often spoken of was that of a War
Memorial, which should not only be a visible monument to those
who fell, but, at the same time, be of help to those who had
suffered through the war, and to all widows and children.

This object has also been achieved by the establishment of
the Dunalistair Home, the successful foundation of which was
so largely due to the labours of the late Brigadier-General
W. McL. Campbell and of Colonel H. H. Sutherland.

The third object which I found so many of our men were
anxious to see fulfilled was that a history of The Black Watch
during the war should be written and published at such a price
as would render its purchase possible by all ranks and their
relatives. It was hoped that this %istory would form a true record
of the main achievements of our Regular, Territorial and Service
Battalions, that is to say, a record of the gallantry of all those men
who bore the Red Hackle and crossed the seas in the service of the
Regiment ; and further, that this account, written by those who
shared equally in the hardships and in the fighting, might also
furnish a picture of the life led by our men in various lands and
campaigns throughout these years of trial and danger.

t has been, therefore, in the endeavour to realize this last
object that this history has been written. In these volumes the
work of each separate battalion is described mainly by officers
who took part in the actual actions and scenes here set out; and
the thanks of the Regiment are due to those who have given so
much time and labour to this end. But as these accounts have
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PREFACE

been revised, and in many parts re-written by me, I accept full
responsibility for the whole.

Our Territorial Battalions, direct descendants of The Black
Watch Volunteer Battalions, had long held a fine reputation in
Scotland for discipline and soldierly bearing. The conduct of
their contingents which served as reinforcements to the Second
Battalion during the South African War, served but to enhance
this reputation and to knit all units of the Regiment yet more
firmly together. It was no surprise therefore that our four
Territorial Battalions were among the earliest ready to take the
field, and among those who earned the highest praise for gallant
deeds and unstinted good work.

Unlike the Territorial Battalions, the Service Battalions had
no organization and no history, yet from the first day that they
went into battle till the end of the war they nobly upheld the
traditions of The Black Watch. This was partly due to their well-
trained officers, to the splendid quality of the recruits who came
so very largely from our 42nd Regimental District, and, above all,
to the fine spirit—of which the Red Hackle is the symbol—that
enheartened every man and, though unseen, was f};lt by every
man to be the link that binds together each platoon, company and
battalion of The Black Watch.

The task of editorship has at times seemed almost beyond my
powers. As editor I am conscious of many defects, both of
omission and commission. None the less I believe that this
history, which describes the many gallant deeds and cites the
names of those who fell in action, gives a faithful record of all
those Battalions whose spirit and achievement have brought yet
more honour and glory to The Black Watch. I believe also that
this history shows that the same spirit of trust and good fellow-
ship which has united all ranks of the Regiment since its earliest
days still flourishes: that this spirit which inspired The Black
Watch in the great victories of the Peninsula, Waterloo and
Seringapatam, and sustained the heroes of Fontenoy and
Ticonderoga, is the same spirit which filled the hearts and
strengthened the resolve of those who in this last war gave their
lives in the service of their King, their Country and their
Regiment.

It is impossible for me to thank all those officers, non-com-
missioned officers and men who have given their help in the
writing of this history, but I well know that they gave their help
willingly and for the good of the Regiment. Iymust, however,
take this opportunity to thank Colonel John Stewart and Colonel
A. P. Wavell for their assistance in revising proofs and arranging
the appendices of these volumes. '

It 1s therefore with the hope that the great deeds described
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PREFACE

in these pages will serve as an example and an encouragement to
all those who in future years join TEe Black Watch and wear the
Red Hackle that I am emboldened to publish this history.

I ask all readers who detect errors in the text, or who are in
possession of additional material or facts dealing with the history
of the Regiment in the Great War, to send any information or
corrections to the Officer Commanding, The Black Watch Depot,
Perth.

A.G.W.

BerLIN,
November, 1923.
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BATTLE HONOURS OF THE BLACK WATCH

Tue Royal Cypher within the Garter. The badge and motto of the Order
of the Thistle. In each of the four corners the Royal Cypher ensigned with
the Imperial Crown. The Sphinx, superscribed “ Egypt.”

“ GUADALOUPE, 1759,” “ MARTINIQUE, 1762,” “ HAVANNAH,”
“ NORTH AMERICA, 1763-64,” “ MANGALORE,” “MYSORE,”
“ SERINGAPATAM,” “CORUNNA,” “BUSACO,” “FUENTES
D’ONOR,” “PYRENEES,” “NIVELLE,” “NIVE,” “ORTHES,”
“TOULOUSE,” “PENINSULA,” “WATERLOO,” ¢“SOUTH
AFRICA, 1846-7, 1851-2-3,” “ ALMA,” “ SEVASTOPOL,” “ LUCK-
NOW,” «“ASHANTEE, 1873-4,” “TEL-EL-KEBIR,” “EGYPT,
1882—4,” ‘“ KIRBEKAN,” “NILE, 1884-5,” ‘PAARDEBERG,”
“SOUTH AFRICA, 1899-1902.”

The Great War—25 Battalions—* Retreat from Mons,” “ MARNE,
1914, ’18,” “ Aisne, 1914,” “ La Bassée, 1914,” “ YPRES, 1914, ’17, ’18,”
“ Langemarck, 1914,” “ Gheluvelt,” “ Nonne Bosschen,” ‘ Givenchy,
1914,” “ Neuve Chapelle,” ““ Aubers,” * Festubert, 1915,” “LOOS,”
“ SOMME, 1916, ’18,” * Albert, 1916,” ‘ Bazentin,” * Delville Wood,”
“ Poziéres,” ¢ Flers-Courcelette,” “ Morval,” ¢ Thiepval,” * Le Transloy,”
“Ancre Heights,” “ Ancre, 1916,” “ARRAS, 1917, ’18,” “ Vimy,
1917, “Scarpe, 1917, ’18,”  Arleux,” “Pilkem,” “ Menin Road,”
“Polygon Wood,” “ Poelcappelle,” “ Passchendaele,” “ Cambrai, 1917,
’18,” ¢ St. Quentin,” *“ Bapaume, 1918,” * Rosiéres,” “ LYS,” ¢ Estaires,”
“ Messines, 1918,” ¢ Hazebrouck,” ¢ Kemmel,” ¢ Béthune,” “ Scherpen-
berg,”  “ Soissonnais-Ourcq,”  * Tardenois,”  * Drocourt-Quéant,”
“ HINDENBURG LINE,” “Epéhy,” “St. Quentin Canal,” “ Beau-
revoir,” “ Courtrai,” “ Selle,” ¢ Sambre,”  France and Flanders,
1914-18.” “ DOIRAN, 1917,” * Macedonia, 1915-18.” “ Egypt, 1916.”
“Gaza,” “Jerusalem,” “Tell ’Asur,” “ MEGIDDO,” ¢ Sharon,”
 Damascus,” * Palestine, 1917-18,” ¢ Tigris, 1916,” “ KUT AL AMARA,
1917,” “ Baghdad,” ¢ Mesopotamia, 1915-17.”

The list of Honours given above shows that The Black Watch had won
28 Battle Honours before 1914, and gained 69 Battle Honours during the
Great War. As it was impossible to emblazon all these Honours on the
King’s or Regimental Colours, the Army Council decided that only ten
Great War Honours selected by the Regiment should be emblazoned on the
King’s Colour. A committee therefore was appointed, under the Chair-
manship of Sir John Maxwell, Colonel of the Regiment, which selected the
following ten Honours to be borne on the King’s Colour :-—

(1) MARNE, 1914, ’18 (6) LYS

(2) YPRES, 1914, ’17, ’18 (7) HINDENBURG LINE
(3) LOOS (8) DOIRAN, 1917

(4) SOMME, 1916, 18 (9) MEGIDDO

(s) ARRAS, 1917, ’18 (10) KUT AL AMARA, 1917

These 10 Honours were chosen as being the most representative of the
various Campaigns in which the twelve Battalions of the Regiment who
fought overseas took part.

The Regimental Colour still bears the 28 Honours won before the Great
War, and the 10 Honours chosen by the committec are emblazoned on the
King’s Colour.
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FOREWORD

BY

GENERAL THE RIGHT HON. SIR JOHN G. MAXWELL,
G.C.B, K.CM.G.,, C.V.0, D.5.0.,, COLONEL—THE BLACK WATCH

HIS year, 1925, is the 200th Anniversary of the

formation of the Independent Companies from

which, in 1725, The Black Watch originated. The

commissions of the six Captains of these Independent
Companies are dated 1725, therefore it seems very appropriate
to publish this year The History of The Black Watch in the
Great War.

I, as its Colonel, have been asked to write this “ Foreword,”
a task rendered no easier by the admirable Preface of Major-
General A. G. Wauchope, the editor of this history.

In no part of the Empire was there a more hearty response
to the call for men than in Scotland. We, of The Black Watch,
are not given to boasting unduly of our deeds: we prefer to rest
assured that every man who had the honour of wearing the Red
Hackle acted up to and, collectively, enhanced the glorious
traditions of our Regiment. No less than twenty-five Battalions
served in the Great War, and eight thousand men of The Black
Watch laid down their lives for their King and Country.

The official record of the battles and engagements in which
these Battalions served shows that in whatever theatre of war
the Regiment was represented, the traditions of The Black Watch
were most worthily upheld. It is therefore right and proper that,
as far as possible, a complete and true story of the exploits of
each Battalion, in the various theatres of war, is recorded and
incorporated in this history.

I desire to emphasize what General Wauchope has said, that
no matter its shortcomings, if there be any, this history is written
by the Regiment for the Regiment and for the countless friends
of The Black Watch all the world over. No outside aid has been
evoked. Every endeavour has been miade, consistent with the
design of the work, to keep within certain limits, so that the
history can be published at such a price to bring it within the
reach of all. One would like to know that a copy is in the hands
of all past and present Black Watch men, as well as the relatives
of those whose loss we mourn.

We are proud of our Regiment, and of the fact that His
Majesty the King is our Colonel-in-Chief. We are justly proud
of our records, both of the past and of the Great War. We hope
that this history will be kept as a treasured heirloom and handed
down to future generations of Black Watch men in order that
they may emulate the valour and devotion of their predecessors.
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FOREWORD

Our thanks are indeed due—and I offer them in the name of
the Regiment—to Major-General Wauchope, and all who have
assisted him in the compilation of this history. It has been an
onerous task, though one of love and pride, and we congratulate
them on having accomplished so successfully that which they set

out to do. '
.

mm—
COLONEL, THE BLACK WATCH.
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THE FIRST
BATTALION






CHAPTER 1
1914

1.—Mobilization and Allied Concentration in France

HE outbreak of the Great War found the 1st Bat-
talion The Black Watch at Aldershot, where it
formed part of the 1st Brigade, 1st Division.!
The Battalion had been in this station since February,

1913, and was under the command of Lieutenant Colonel
A. Grant-Duff, C.B. The Battalion thus took the field with
the advantage of having spent the previous eighteen months
at the principal training station of the army, under a
Brigadier with a high reputation as a practical instructor
of troops. It was also fortunate in having as Command-
ing Officer one of the most gifted soldiers in the army. The
Battalion was in a high state of efficiency and well up to its peace
strength of about seven hundred. On mobilization, however,
about two hundred of these men were left behind under the
regulation debarring soldiers under twenty years of age from
groceeding on active service. Their places were taken and the

attalion completed to its war establishment by the arrival from
the regimental depot of five hundred reservists, almost all of
whom had served seven years in either the 15t or 2nd Battalions
of the Regiment. :

The « grecautionary period,” which involved the recall of all
officers and men on leave, had been declared on July 2gth. The
order for mobilization was issued on the afternoon of August 4th.
The mobilization of the Battalion proceeded smoothly, even
keeping ahead of the official time-table. The excellent organiza-
tion of the quartermaster and his staff was testified by the
manner in which within the short time available, such difficulties
as changing the boots issued to the reservists from the mobiliza-
tion store at Perth, the closing of accounts and ledgers, the
returning of surplus stores and the holding of the required boards
of audit were all overcome.

By the 8th of August all reservists had arrived, and the
Battalion was ready to take the field; but, as departure was
delayed, the next five days were spent in training the reservists
and improving their musketry. On the 11th of August, His
Majesty the King inspected the 1st Brigade, and as Colonel-in-
Chief of the Regiment, bade the Battalion farewell, and gave his
best wishes for its good fortune in war.

On August 13th the Battalion marched out of Oudenarde

! The 1st (Guards) Brigade, commanded by Brigadier General F. I. Maxse,
C.B., C.V.0,, D.S.0., was composed of—Ist Coldstream Guards, Ist Scots
Guards, 15t Black Watch, and 2nd Royal Munster Fusiliers.
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THE FIRST BATTALION THE BLACK WATCH

Barracks, with a strength of 28 officers and 1031 other ranks.
At Farnborough it entrained in two trains, and, on arrival at
Southampton, embarked on the Italian Prince, and landed at
Havre about midday, August 14th. All the way to the rest-
camp at Harfleur, about five miles distant, the French people of
the district were most enthusiastic in their welcome.

The following was the organization of the Battalion on
embarkation for France :—

Headgquarters

Lieutenant Colonel A. Grant-Duff, C.B. (killed 14.9.14).

Major J. T. C. Murray, Second-in-Command (d. of w. 16. 2. 15).

Lieutenant G. B. Rowan Hamilton, Adjutant.

Lieutenant F. G. Chalmer, Machine Gun Officer.

Lieutenant F. Anderson, Transport Officer.

Lieutenant W. Fowler, Quartermaster.

Captain C. ]J. Coppinger, M.B., Medical Officer.

Regimental Sergeant Major A. Smart.

Regimental Quartermaster Sergeant A. S. Lawson (killed as
Second Lieutenant 11.11.14).

A Company
Major Lord George Stewart-Murray (killed 14.9.14).
Lieutenant V. M. Fortune.
Lieutenant R. C. Anderson (d. of w. 27. 9. 15).
Second Lieutenant J. E. H. Rollo.
Second Lieutenant R. G. Don (killed 14.9.14).
Company Sergeant Major A. Wanliss (killed as Lieutenant g.5.15)
Company Quartermaster Sergeant J. Millar.

B Company

Captain the Hon. M. C. A. Drummond.

Captain C. A. de G. Dalglish (d. of w. 9.9.14).

Lieutenant E. H. H. J. Wilson (killed 8.9.14).

Lieutenant L. R. Cumming (killed 14.9.14).

Second Lieutenant J. L. Rennie.

Second Lieutenant P. E. A. Blair (killed 29. 10. 14).

Company Sergeant Major C. Scott.

Company Quartermaster Sergeant A. McAndrew (killed as
gecond Lieutenant 24.12.14).

C Company
Captain W. Green.
Lieutenant W. D. Allan.
Second Lieutenant P. K. Campbell.
Second Lieutenant N. J. L. Boyd (d. of w. 12.10.14).
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ARRIVAL IN FRANCE, AUGUST, 1914

Company Sergeant Major A. Burns.
Company Quartermaster Sergeant R. Lindsay.

D Company

Captain H. F. S. Amery (d. of w. 24.11.15).
Captain A. D. C. Krook.
Lieutenant R. E. Anstruther.
Second Lieutenant K. S. MacRae.
Second Lieutenant G. W. Polson (killed 15.9.14).
Company Sergeant Major A. Gray (killed as Second Lieutenant
.5.15).
Com?)any Quartermaster Sergeant J. R. Renton.
Of the officers and men 92 per cent were Scottish. The
average height of the officers was 5 ft. 9% in. and of the rank and
file g ft. 73 in.

The next day was spent under canvas in the rest-camp, and
everyone took the opportunity to write farewells to those whom
they had left behincf Officers experienced the new and not very
pleasant duty of having to read carefully through these letters,
to see that the censor’s rules were in no way broken.

Early on the morning of the 16th the Battalion marched to
Havre railway station, and there entrained for an unknown
destination. At every stopping-place a warm welcome was
given, the people cheering heartily and bringing fruit, cigarettes
and other gifts. The arrival of the British Army had been
eagerly awaited and the appearance of the Highlanders excited
the greatest enthusiasm. At Arras the inhabitants not only
came out in large numbers to see what they called “ the famous
Waterloo Black Watch,” but had provided a Guard of Honour
on the platform, which, to the strains of “ God Save the King ”
and the “ Marseillaise,” presented arms to The Black Watch, as
the train moved out. EI'he townspeople distributed flowers,
wine and all kinds of food; in return they were given many
souvenirs, such as cap badges or officers’ buttons.

At 1 a.m. on the 17th the Battalion arrived at Le Nouvion,
where it detrained, and rested in a field for a few hours;
about 6 a.m. it marched to the village of Boué, its allotted
place in the concentration scheme, where it remained until
August 21st. While at Boué the Battalion carried out route
marches and tactical exercises, and the men learned something
of the type of country over which they would have to fight. It
was at this village that the mess-cart and the old white horse,
both well known to all who served with the Battalion, were
purchased. * Allez-vous-en,” as the horse was nicknamed, went
through the whole war (earning three wound stripes), and came
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THE FIRST BATTALION THE BLACK WATCH

home at the end with the cadre. The billets were comfortable,
and the French peasants at every turn wished to show some
kindness; all this, combined with the training, the glorious
August weather, and frequent bathing in a large reservoir,
heightened the good spirits of the men and kept them fit for the
hard work which was soon to follow.

On August 21st the British Army began its forward movement
on the left of the French Fifth Army. This was in accordance
with the general plan in course of execution by General Joffre,
by which the French Third and Fourth Armies through Luxem-
bourg were to carry out the main offensive, while the French Fifth
Army, the British Expeditionary Force and the Belgians were
to hold up the German advance through Belgium, of the over-
whelming strength of which advance General Joffre was com-
pletely unaware.

Accordingly the Battalion marched on the 21st to Cartignies,
where it spent the night in billets. Just before dawn on the 22nd,
the advance was recommenced, and the Battalion marched by
wa{ of Dompierre, Doulers and Maubeuge to Grand Reng, in
Belgium, arriving at 1 a.m. on the 23rd. The Battalion marched
for the first time on pavé roads ; but the discomfort of these was
more than balanced by the expectation of fighting, aroused by
what seemed to be the sound otP gunfire. In the end it was found
that General Fournier, the commander of the fortress of Mau-
beuge, was clearing away, by blowing them up, woods and
buildings which obstructed the field of fire. This was a long and
trying march, the men being under arms for twenty-two hours:
the original intention was for the I Corps to halt for the night
on the positions reached in the early afternoon; but the
requirements of the strategical situation necessitated the march
being prolonged, so that the I Corps might fill the gap between
the II Corps and French XVIII Corps.

2.—Mons and the Retreat

At Grand Reng the Battalion billeted in the town, covered
by day by an outpost line which was held successively by a
platoon of A company and one of B company. At night an
entrenched position was taken up along the Beaumont-Mons road,
between the nineteenth and seventeenth kilometre stones, with
B company on the right, C company in the centre, D company
on the left, and A company in reserve. A section of artillery
from the 26th Brigade, R.F.A., and half a troop of cavalry
(15th Hussars) were attached to the Battalion. This position
was the right flank of the 1st Brigade, which was now the right
brigade of the Expeditionary Force. About five miles to the
right of The Black Watch was the French XVIII Corps.
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From the position of The Black Watch to Harmignies, the
line of the I Corps followed the Beaumont-Mons road; from
Harmignies the II Corps curved westward through Obourg and
the Nimy Salient, and, covering Mons, extended along the canal
as far as Pommereuil. Further to the west the newly arrived
19th Brigade gained touch with a French Territorial Division
which arrived at Condé during the 23rd. But no possible dis-
position of the two corps could have availed against the six or
more German corps who, unknown to our forces, were streaming
south-westwards from Brussels. On the morning of Sunday,
August 23rd, the full force of the attack broke against the
IT Corps, who held their positions for twenty-four strenuous
hours. No serious breach was made in the British line, and the
subsequent retirement was only made in consequence of the
retreat of the French forces on the right of the British Army.

During the whole of the 23rd the fighting in progress could
be seen from our position ; the Battalion was not engaged, but
it fully expected to be attacked during the night of the 23rd
or at dawn on the 24th. Meanwhile, Sir John French, realizing
on the night of the 23rd the strength of the forces opposing him,
and the exposed and perilous position of the British Army,
ordered a retirement.

Orders to retire were received at daybreak on the 24th, just
as the Battalion had completed an entrenched position in a more
advanced line. The retirement began at once and, passing
through rear-guards, the Battalion marched direct to Villers Sire
Nlcole, where the whole Division was halted and concentrated
in expectation of an attack. The Scots Guards were on the
right of the 1st Brigade, and the Royal Munster Fusiliers on the
left; the Coldstream Guards and The Black Watch were held
in reserve for counter-attack. Positions were reconnoitred and
prepared, and the artillery deployed for action; but before the
enemy came to close quarters, a retirement was again ordered,
and the Battalion marched to La Longueville, where it billeted.
The reason for the retirement was not disclosed, and it was
difficult for troops who were keen for action, to appreciate why
it was ordered ; however, all ranks, having the greatest confidence
in their commanders, recognized that it was necessary to enable
some decisive battle to be brought about later on. The civilian
po ulation, on the other hand, had good reason to be mystxﬁed

alarmed by the absence of opposition to the enemy’s
advance and in La Longueville British officers and men were
more than once greeted with the cry of ““ Perfides.”

Under cover of the fortress of Maubeuge, the retirement
was continued on the 25th, through Hautmont and Limont-
Fontaine to Dompierre. Here the Battalion went into billets,
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taking the usual defensive precautions. During the night very
heavy firing was heard ; this turned out to be an unsuccessful
attack on the 4th Guards Brigade at Landrecies.

At daybreak on the 26th the Battalion left Dompierre, and
marched through Marbaux to Le Grand Fayt, where the 1st
Brigade relieved the 6th in a defensive position. On the march
being resumed, B company formed the left flank guard to the
Brigade, and marched through Le Petit Fayt to Prisches, later
rejoining the Battalion at Erruart. The whole then marched to
La Laurette Farm, about two miles north-west of Oisy, and
billeted there.

The next day was made eventful for the 1st Brigade by
the tragic loss of the 2nd Battalion Royal Munster Fusiliers.
The march was resumed at dawn, the 1st Brigade and the
26th Brigade R.F.A. being rear-guard to the Corps. The
2nd Royal Munster Fusiliers were in a position on the
right ofy the Brigade, a little north-east of Oisy and east
of the Sambre Canal; with them was one section of the
118th Battery, R.F.A. The Coldstream Guards held the
centre position with the Scots Guards on their left, and The
Black Watch, kept in reserve with one section of artillery,
entrenched themselves astride the Landrecies-Guise road just
north of Etreux. As the retirement proceeded, the Scots
Guards and Coldstream Guards passed through the Battalion,
but there was no sign of the Munster Fusiliers. Only a few
Uhlans, who were driven rapidly back, approached from the
direction of Oisy; but to the south-east heavy rifle and artillery
fire was heard, and the villages were seen burning about Boué
and Bergues. This made it obvious that some German troops
had broken through and were now on the right rear.

Orders to retire were received, and the Battalion fell back
through Etreux and Iron. On the high ground between the two

laces, considerable rifle and artillery fire was opened on the

attalion, as it was marching in fours.! The bank of the road
was quickly lined, and the attack driven off by rapid fire. Owing
to the very bad German shooting the losses of the Battalion were
small, onf;r 3 missing and 7 wounded. The 117th Battery,
commanded by Major Packard, had come rapidly into action, and
now covered the withdrawal to Iron.

Marching through Guise, the Battalion finally arrived and
bivouacked at Jonqueuse Farm, about two miles south-west of
Guise. The fate of the Royal Munster Fusiliers now became
known. In the early morning they had taken up a rear-guard
position just east of the Sambre-Oise Canal, which made communi-

1 The attackers were part of the Guard Cavalry Division of Richthofen’s
Corps of Von Bulow’s Army.
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cation with the rest of the Brigade very difficult; there they were
attacked, and, after a most gallant fight, surrounded by a
greatly superior force. Only one platoon, supported and brought
out of its perilous position by the help of two troops of the 15th
Hussars, returned to the 1st Brigade to tell the story.

On the 28th the Battalion left its bivouac in the dark, and
continued the march through La Fére to the Forest of St.
Gobain. During the day, the Corps Commander, Sir Douglas
Haig, spoke to the Battalion, as it passed him on the march, and
complimented it by saying that it had done splendidly, and that
it looked very fine.

The Battalion reached St. Gobain on the 28th, and on the
2g9th had a much needed day of rest. Though it had not yet
been seriously engaged, the Battalion had been on the move
almost continuously since the 21st, and had performed long
marches on hard, dusty and crowded roads under a blazing sun.
But the chief trial had been lack of rest; so close had been the
contact with the enemy that the short halts at night had been
continually disturbed. Thus, although the men were still very
fit and in high spirits, they were very weary. On the march at
each ten minutes’ halt everyone, who was not on duty, fell
asleep. On the 28th a man reported himself to the medical
officer as unable to march. When his shoe was taken off, a bullet
fell out of it. He had been shot through the foot on the previous
day, but owing to weariness he had not noticed it, and it was only
when his foot refused to perform the work required of it that he
had reported to the medical officer.

All this time the men were carrying full equipment, in-
cluding the pack. At St. Gobain the Commanding Officer, in
order to lighten the load, gave permission for greatcoats to be
handed in. Some five hundred men availed themselves of the
germission; but the coats could not be transported and had to

e burnt. Their want was soon badly felt.

The transport had a particularly hard time, since during the
short halts for the night rations had to be brought up and
distributed and the horses watered and fed. The men of the
transport, under Lieutenant F. Anderson and Sergeant McVey,
gave a splendid response to the heavy call made on them.

The 29th of August was the day on which, according to
current newspaper reports, The Black Watch repeated a story of
Waterloo by going into action hanging on to the stirrup leathers
of the Scots Greys and the 12th Lancers. The story was, how-
ever, entirely untrue. An action was fought on this day by the
Scots Greys and the 12th Lancers; but the only connection
between t¥1ese regiments and The Black Watch is that their
patrols passed through the billets of the Battalion during the day.
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The general retreat was continued on the joth and lasted for
another seven days before the moment came when the Allies were
able to take advantage of the situation caused by Von Kluck’s
wheel to the east of Paris. On the joth the Battalion continued
its march through Septvaux and Brancourt, both in the Forest of
St. Gobain, and bivouacked at Allement Chiteau, where were
also the Coldstream Guards. B company had left St. Gobain
on the evening of the 2gth as escort to a convoy, and rejoined the
Battalion at Allement.

The line of march of the next day was through Soissons, and
ended at Missy aux Bois. Before dawn on September 1st the
Battalion had left Missy and was marching through the Foret
Dominiale de Retz. At Villers-Cottéréts heavy firing was heard,
which proved to be an attack on the 4th Guards Brigade and
the 6th Brigade by Von Kluck’s III Corps with a Cavalry
Division.

Since The Black Watch formed the rear-guard to the 1st
Brigade, they halted and, supported by the Brigade machine
guns and a battery of the 26th Brigade, R.F.A., held the ground
covering Villers-Cottéréts and the exits to the forest until the
4th Guards Brigade had passed safely through; then, in turn
passing through the 2nd Infantry Brigade, crossed the Ourcq
and bivouacked on the high ground just west of La Ferté Milon.
On this day extra wagons were for the first time available,
and the packs of each company were carried in a wagon. This
made a great difference to the marching and fighting power
of the men.

At 2 a.m. on the 2nd, the march continued for some time
along a very bad track; passing through Varreddes, the Battalion
reached the high ground at Chambry, and went into bivouac.
On the 3rd the Marne was crossed, and the Battalion, passing
through Bois de Meause, billeted at La Ferté sous Jouarre. On
the 4th Coulommiers was reached, and the Battalion, after rest-

“ing on the canal bank, found outposts for the Brigade. During
the night of the 4th/5th a party of the enemy approached B
company, to which were attached the machine guns of the Scots
Guards, but was driven off. A patrol of six Uhlans galloped into
a picquet of A company; one was killed, and the remainder,
incluging an officer, were captured. One of the captured horses
served with the Battalion transport for the rest of the war, and
answered to the name of “ German Jimmy ”’; at the time of
writing he is still interned, and leads a comfortable life some-
where in Scotland.

The 5th was the last day of the retreat, and the last stage of
the march lay through Mauperthuis to Nesles. Here the first
reinforcements, under Lieutenant Macnaughton, of the 3rd
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Battalion, were waiting. At Nesles the 1st Battalion Cameron
Highlanders joined the 1st Brigade in the place of the Royal
Munster Fusiliers.

3.—The Battle of the Marne

On September 4th, Marshal Joffre ordered a general attack
of the left or Western Allied Armies for the 6th, to take advan-
tage of the dangerous situation in which the German First Army
had placed itself. The final day’s march of the British Army,
which thus appears unnecessary, was made in conformity with
the original plan of withdrawing it until in line with the French
Armies.

The French Sixth Army of Maunoury had been assembled
near Compiégne, and thus, after the move southwards of Von
Kluck’s force, threatened the right flank of the German Armies.
Maunoury’s Army was ordered to cross the Ourcq, while simul-
taneously the British and French Fifth Armies were to close in
towards Montmirail, the British marching east from Coulom-
miers, and the French north from the Seine Valley. On the right
of the French Fifth Army was the French Ninth Army of Foch,
whose duty it was to hold the enemy and cover the general
offensive.

So it was with great enthusiasm that the Battalion received on
the 6th September the order to move eastwards. The Coldstream
Guards, with the Brigade machine guns and Brigade cyclists, were
the advanced guard to the 1st Brigade, and reached the objective
allotted to them, against heavy opposition; but were afterwards
withdrawn, to prevent their being too heavily involved. Their
withdrawal was covered by The Black Watch, who later en-
trenched themselves just west of Violaines, troops of the 2nd
Division being on their left. The enemy made no attempt to
follow up the withdrawal, and the only rifle targets to be seen
were some Uhlans at a long range. On the other hand, artillery
fire was heavy throughout the whole day, and the Battalion was
fortunate in having only five men wounded. Later in the day the
Battalion moved forward as advanced guard to the Brigade,
driving back small parties of Uhlans, and at nightfall bivouacked
at Gloise Farm, about two miles south of La Plessie.

On the 7th the Cameron Highlanders furnished the advanced
guard, and met with only slight resistance. The Battalion passed
through Amillis, Chevru and Choisy, and bivouacked in a field
near Le Temple, to the south of La Ferté-Gaucher.

On the morning of the 8th the Battalion, with the 117th
Battery R.F.A. as vanguard, furnished the advanced guard to
the 1st Brigade, and with B company marched through Jouy
and Montigny. Champ Martin proved to be empty, but near
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Bellot the Battalion met the 4th French Cavalry Division, which
had recently been under artillery fire from the north. ,

The 3rd French Cavalry Brigade, with a battery of artillery,
supported the advance of the Battalion into Bellot, and there
reported having found the enemy in strength in the woods to the
north-west. At the same time, about 9.30 a.m., artillery fire was
opened on the Battalion from the wooded heights across the Petit
Morin river.

C company was left to hold a lesser ridge to the east of Bellot,
and thus safeguard the flank of the Brigade, while A, B and D
companies pushed through the village and crossed the Petit
Morin. Here a road runs north-west along the valley to Sablon-
niéres village, the whole length of it dominated by a wooded
ridge, some three hundred feet high, lying half a mile to the
north. A and D companies began to climb this ridge, with a
section of the 15th Hussars to keep connection, whilst B company
moved along the road. The 117th Battery R.F.A. remained in
Bellot.

The woods along the ridge were so dense that the progress
of A and D companies was slow; but B company, after march-
ing about a mile, heard heavy rifle fire on the left, which was
answered from the direction of Sablonniéres. This was appar-
ently a fight between the 1st Cavalry Brigade, which had
advanced from Rebais, and a German rear-guard.

The leading platoon of B company, under Second Lieutenant
Rennie, extending on both sides of the road, pushed on and
quickly came into action. Later, the rest of B company and the
Scots Guards machine guns reinforced the platoon on the right,
while two companies of the Cameron Highlanders and The
Black Watch machine gun section, under Lieutenant Chalmer,
advancing on the left, caught the enemy at Sablonniéres in
enfilade. C company arrived shortly afterwards, and Lieutenant
Colonel Grant-Duff ordered a general advance. About sixty
prisoners were collected from the houses and hedges, and the
locality was completely cleared. B company lost Lieutenant
Wilson killed and Captains Drummond and Dalglish wounded.
The latter died on the following day. Of the rank and file 25 were
killed or wounded. The enemy were the Pomeranian Jiger
Battalion, who had come from Von Bulow’s Army. Their orders
were to hold their position to the last, and this they did as their
Battalion was entirely destroyed in this day’s action.

In the meantime, the Brigade closed up, and the Coldstream
Guards went forward as a fresh advanced guard. The operation
had been very successful, and Lieutenant Colonel Grant-Duff
was commended for the way he handled the advanced guard. At
Hondevilliers, three miles further north, the Battalion bivouacked
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and the second batch of reinforcements arrived, under the charge
of Lieutenant A. V. Holt.

On learning that the British were across the Petit Morin, the
enemy made an attempt to destroy the bridges of the Marne,
but only at La Ferté sous ﬂouarre had they time to complete
the destruction. The Battalion crossed the Marne next day at
Nogent, and bivouacked at La Nouette Farm and on the high
ground above Charly-sur-Marne.

September ngth marked the end of the Battle of the Marne,
which may well be regarded as one of the decisive battles of the
war ; the advance of the Allies, particularly of the British
Army, into the gap between Von Kluck’s and Von Bulow’s
Armies had compelled their hasty retreat, and they were already
on the march, the former for the Aisne. The German hopes of a
quick and victorious end to the war were over; for in a speedy
victory had lain their chief hope of winning the war.

On September 10th the Battalion marched through La
Thiolet, Lucy and Torcy to Courchamps. A little beyond this
place, the 2nd Brigade was sharply and heavily engaged by the
German rear-guard. The 1st Brigade was brought up in artillery
formation to support the 2nd, but although it advanced beyond
Priez to Latilly, it met with only slight opposition.

The Battafi'on billeted in Latilly on the night of the 10oth,
and on the next day acted as advanced guard and marched to
Trugny, where two companies went on outpost duty. On the
12th the advance continued through Fére-en-Tardenois and
Mont Notre-Dame to Bazoches.

4—The Battle of the Aisne

The march the next day was by Vauxcére and Longueval to
Bourg, where the Aisne was crossed. The German line of resis-
tance was now close at hand, and the 2nd Brigade, who were lead-
ing, were strongly opposed. The Black Watch was sent forward
to support them by occupying the ridge of Paissy. On the way
up they came under shell fire, but suffered only five casualties.
Paissy was found to possess caves, where the Battalion was
sheltered in safety, until it was relieved in the outpost line by the
2nd Brigade. The passage of the I Corps across the river was,
however, not completed until the 14th.

To the north lay the Craonne plateau, a long ridge of chalk
hills, where artillery positions commanded the whole river
valley. Along these hills the old and famous Roman road,
the Chemin des Dames, followed the crest, an obvious position
for a German stand to be made. It was not known, however,
on the morning of the 14th whether the crest of the ridge
was held merely by rear-guards to a retreating force or by a
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German army in position. Orders were issued on the former
supposition, whereas the latter proved to be correct. Thus it
happened that the British divisions went into action piecemeal
with no concerted plan of attack, and found an enemy entrenched,
not only with no intention of retreating further, but with
every intention of driving the British back across the river.
The thick mist which covered the battlefield all the morning
obscured the situation; and so September 14th was a day of
close, furious, and extremely confused fighting.

The 2nd Brigade, which had been ordered to occupy the ridge
by Cerny to cover the advance of the remainder of the 1st
Division, was heavily engaged before 6 a.m. By 7 a.m. the 1st
Brigade, forming the advanced guard, had reached Vendresse,
and was ordered into action on the left of the 2nd Brigade. The
sugar factory near Sucrerie on the top of the ridge, between
Troyon and Cerny, was a conspicuous feature, round which much
of the fighting took place. The original order of march of the
1st Brigade was Coldstream Guards, Camerons, The Black Watch,
Scots Guards. At Vendresse the Coldstream Guards moved
straight up the road leading direct to Sucrerie, while the
remainder of the Brigade moved by a cart track to the south end
of the Vendresse spur. As soon as the plateau of the crest was
reached the Battalions came under very heavy fire and could
make little progress, and the supports were soon called up.

Owing to the heavy mists, the confused nature of the fighting,
and to the fact that the Battalion became split up to support
different portions of the line, it is difficult to give a connected
account of its action as a whole. The fortunes of individual
companies are here related in such detail as it has been possible
to ascertain.

A and C companies were ordered to move to the right. They
appear to have become split up, but about half of each company,
under Captains Green and Fortune, eventually reached a point
well forward on the Chemin des Dames itself to the east of the
sugar factory.

Here were part of the Coldstream Guards and some units of
the 2nd Brigade, Northamptonshire Regiment and K.R.R.C.;
and in conjunction with these, the greater portion of A and C
companies remained for the rest of the day, facing the Germans
at short range. Of the remainder of these two companies, part
penetrated far into the German line with some of the Cold-
stream Guards, and part seems to have joined D company on the
left of the 1st Brigade.

The details of the action of D company, which was sent to
support the Camerons on the left of the 1st Brigade, will never
be known, since they lost all their officers on this day. Other
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officers of the Brigade saw them moving up the Chivy Valley
with the Camerons to counter-attack the enemy; they were in
turn heavily counter-attacked, and the observers from whom
this information is obtained had the pain of seeing them borne
down by superior numbers, far forward in the distance, without
being able to give them help in time. It is believed that Major
Lord George Murray, commanding A company, was killed with
D company in this f{ght.

B company acted as escort to the 116th Battery, R.F.A,,
which, under heavy fire, came forward up the track from Ven-
dresse to the sugar factory and unlimbered where the track
reaches the plateau. Later, part of this company reinforced D
company with the Cameron Highlanders.

The Battalion machine gun section was ordered to move in a
westerly direction in order to meet a German counter-attack
from the projecting Beaulne Ridge. Later on the machine gun
section was engaged in helping the Gloucestershire Regiment to
repel a2 German attack made down the Chivy Valley on the 3rd
Brigade.

About an hour before noon a strong counter-attack was made
by the enemy, who for a moment drove back the three leading
battalions of the 1st Brigade, and made our hold on the plateau
precarious. The risk of disaster, however, was averted, largely by
the action of Lieutenant Colonel Grant-Duff, who successfully
rallied and reorganized some troops of the Brigade, and per-
sona’}‘l{ led them forward. In doing so he was mortally wounded.

e rest of the day’s action could only be defensive, since
there were no reserves. The reorganized troops occupied the
position originally held by B company, and a new line was
linked up from the south end of Vendresse plateau to the
Troyon road. The 2nd Brigade lay forward near Troyon, and
from their left the whole of the Corps was echeloned back,
further and further from the plateau, until its left touched the
II Corps near Vailly, down in the Aisne Valley.

At nightfall the survivors of the companies closed in on the
reorganized position, D and the machine guns from Chivy on
the left, and A and C under the command of Captain W. Green,
from near Troyon on the right. These two companies had, as
related above, {een holding the line of the Chemin des Dames
all day, and only fell back after dark to conform with the general
line. Lieutenant MacNaughton and a few men had, with part
of the Coldstream Guards under Colonel Ponsonby, penetrated
the German lines still further towards Cerny, but were able to
work their way back by night. In pouring rain the Battalion
began to entrench, and threw up some of the first spadefuls of
that long line which was soon to stretch from Switzerland
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across France to the sea. It was a sad night, for the Battalion had
suffered many casualties, and had lost its commander, Lieutenant
Colonel Grant-Duff, a gallant and able officer beloved and
respected by all.

Besides their Colonel, the Battalion had lost Major Lord
George Stewart-Murray and Lieutenants Don and Cumming
killed; and Captain Amery, Lieutenants Holt, Anderson and
Anstruther, and Second Lieutenants Rennie, Boyd and Campbell
wounded.

Major Lord George Murray joined The Black Watch in 1893.
He served through the Boer War, being attached to the Gordon
Highlanders during the siege of Ladysmith and later with the
Scottish Horse. He had been a most capable and popular
Adjutant to the Battalion, and was deeply imbued with the spirit
anc{ traditions of the Regiment. His fate was uncertain for some
time after the action; and it was with the deepest sorrow that
the Regiment was eventually forced to realize that there was no
hope of his return.

On the 15th, Major J. T. C. Murray assumed command of the
Battalion. At daybreak a reconnaissance was made to see whether
the ridge was still occupied, and C company, reinforced by D,
advanced to the crest and engaged the enemy with rifle fire; but
they were heavily fired on by artillery, and compelled to with-
draw. Lieutenant Polson was killed and Captain Green wounded.
The Brigade now spent four days, the 15th, 16th, 17th and 18th,
in “digging in,” the first of which marked the opening of
stabilized warfare in France. The 2nd Brigade, lying exposed on
the right of the line, was attacked several times, and more than
once the Battalion was able to enfilade the attacking Germans at
a range of about 1200 yards.

Platoons and companies, commanders and men had now,
within a few hundred yards of the enemy, to learn and grow used
to the life and normal routine of trench warfare—tours of duty,
reliefs, rests behind the line, defence against artillery fire and
patrolling towards the enemy lines.

These were busy days for the Battalion Commander, but
Major J. T. C. Murray found time to write to Colonel Campbell,
commanding the 2nd Battalion, who arrived in France this
month from India, giving valuable advice from the experiences
gained by the 1st Battalion during the retreat and on the Aisne.
This help was of real value to the officers of the 2nd Battalion,
and is typical of the strong feeling of comradeship that united
all battalions of The Black Watch throughout the war.

On the 19th the Battalion was relieved by troops of the 18th
Brigade, and for two days was in billets at (Euilly. On the 21st
it marched to Verneuil and took over the line on the heights on
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both sides of the Chivy Valley. After three days it was relieved
by the Cameron Highlanders, and moved back to Cretonne
Farm, in the woods behind Verneuil. Finally, on the 28th it was
sent to reoccupy its original position on the Vendresse plateau,
receiving reinforcements as it went up.

The following, amongst others, joined the Battalion on the
Aisne: Captains Urquhart, Hore-Ruthven, West, Sir E. Stewart
Richardson, Mowbray, Nolan and Lieutenant Hay.

During the first long spell in a fixed position, little or no
change was made in the dispositions of companies—a curious con-
trast to the regular inter-company reliefs of later days. A com-
pany (Captain Urquhart) was on the right, C company (Captain
Mowbray) in the centre, D company (Captain West) on the left,
and B company (Captain Ruthven) in support. The support
company, Battalion Headquarters and Brigade Headquarters
were all within two hundre% yards of the front line. No serious
attack was made by the enemy, but the trenches were regularly
shelled, and a weapon of the nature of a trench mortar was used
against the Battalion. In spite of this losses were few, the only
officer casualty being Lieutenant C. Bowes-Lyon, who was
wounded on the 6th of October. It is perhaps worth remarking
that this portion of the line remained unchanged till 1917.

On the 16th of October, French infantry relieved the Battalion,
which marched through Bourg to Blanzy, where it billeted for
the night. On the next day, the Battalion marched to Fismes,
and there entrained about 6 p.m., reaching Hazebrouck, its
destination, at 6 a.m. on the 1gth.

§5.—The Battle of Y pres, 19141

During the three weeks that the Battalion lay entrenched'in
the Aisne Valley, the centre of gravity of the fighting gradually
shifted to the north, each opponent * racing to the sea >’ in an
endeavour to turn the flank of the long line of trenches. The
French moved corps after corps northwards, until they had
created a new Tenth Army in the Arras-Albert area. At the end
of September, Marshal Joffre agreed with Sir gohn French’s
suggestion that the British forces should be moved to the left of
the Allied line, so as to shorten their line of communications and
give them their natural task of defending the Channel ports.

The 2nd Cavalry Division, followed by the II Army Corps,
moved early in October to the Aire district, and linking on to the
left of the French Tenth Army attempted, by a turning move-
ment to the south, to outflank the german line, an attempt
which ended in a stalemate situation like that of the Aisne, the

' The Battalion War Diary for the latter half of September and the whole of
October is missing, having been lost in the fighting at Ypres.
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new trench line stretching from La Bassée to opposite Aubers.
Two days after the II Corps went into action, the ITI Corps came
up from the south, detrained about St. Omer and Hazebrouck,
and assisted the II Corps by taking Bailleul and establishing
a position across the River Lys about Armentiéres.

The fall of the fortress of Antwerp, on October 10th, had
freed the path of the German Army across northern Belgium.
The Royal Naval Division had been evacuated, and General
Rawlinson’s IV Corps, too late to save Antwerp, stood unsup-
ported and in great danger between Ghent and Ypres, with five
German Army Corps advancing against the British front. Be-
tween October 3rd and October 19th, however, the transference
of British troops was continuous, until by the latter date some
semblance of a defensive line covered the Channel ports.

On the left of the French Tenth Army at La Bassée, the II
and III Corps held a front of about twenty miles, from La
Bassée Canal to Neuve Eglise; a gap of a mile between them
was filled by the French Cavalry Division of General Conneau.
From Messines to Hollebeke ran the line of the Cavalry Corps; and
from Zandvoorde through Kruiseecke and Gheluvelt to Zonne-
beke, the IV Corps guarded, rather than held, the roads that led
into Ypres. French and Belgian cavalry continued the line to
Dixmude, whilst the last section towards the sea, the Yser Canal,
was manned by French Marines and Belgians. In rear, at
Hazebrouck, was the I Corps; and around St. Omer lay the
Lahore Division of the Indian Corps, two Yeomanry regiments,
and two Territorial battalions.

On the 19th of October, Sir John French ordered a general
advance of the British forces, in accordance with the general
Allied plan, and in ignorance of the greatly superior German
forces already in motion towards Ypres. The I Corps was
ordered to advance on Bruges, with Thourout as a first objective,
the IV Corps and the French conforming to this movement. On
the 20th, the day before the I Corps moved forward, the Ger-
mans launched their attack from Gheluvelt to the sea.

On the 215t the 2nd Division advanced on Passchendaele, and
the 1st Division on Poelcappelle. The German strength on the
two divisional fronts was far from equally distributed ; while the
2nd Division was advancing steadily on its objective, although
with frequent fighting at close quarters, the 1st Division was
compelled to be more cautious, since the French on its left
were in danger of giving way before the heavy attacks launched
on them from the north. It was this fact which modified the
advance so as to create, on this day, the curious line afterward
called “ the Ypres Salient.” As will be seen, the 1st Brigade, who
joined up with the French, was unable to advance and had,

16



THE BATTLE OF YPRES, OCTOBER, 1914

indeed, a hard task to maintain its ground against the heavy
German attacks.

The Battalion rested in Hazebrouck during the day and night
of the 1gth, and on the 20th marched to Poperinghe, with one
company on outpost duty. On the 21st it marched through
Elverdinghe and Boesinghe to Pilkem, where it remained in
Brigade Reserve during the following night.

On this day the Cameron Highlanders, guarding the French
flank, had sited a strong post at Kortekeer Cabaret, an inn about
a mile north of Pilkem. On the afternoon of the 22nd, this
important post, and the line of the Coldstream Guards on the
right of it, were heavily attacked by picked German volunteers,
and both positions were overrun. A, B and D companies of the
Battalion were sent forward to restore the situation, and, advanc-
ing with some French cyclists, reached the line of the Steenbeek
about 6 p.m. and prevented any further advance of the enemy.
During the next three or four hours the machine guns of the
1st Black Watch, under Lieutenant F. G. Chalmer, inflicted
heavy losses on the attackers by firing from a windmill on the
Langemarck-Bixschoote road. C company and the machine
guns remained at Pilkem on the night of the 22nd, and Captain
Ruthven and Lieutenant Hay were wounded.

During the 23rd the 2nd Brigade recaptured the Cabaret,
releasing sixty Cameron Highlanders, and gained touch with the
left of the Battalion line. In the evening the rest of the Battalion
moved up to Remi Farm, and established connexion with the
Coldstream Guards on the right, so that by midnight the position
was restored and reorganized. Another attack was made on the
Cabaret during this night, the Germans advancing in mass forma-
tion, singing “ Die Wacht am Rhein ” and ““ Heil dir im Sieger-
kranz ”; they were beaten off, but all through the 24th heavy
attacks were made on the Camerons, and on D company on the
left of the Battalion. Captain Urquhart and Lieutenant Bowes-
Lyon were killed on the 24th and Lieutenant K. G. Macrae badly
wounded. Large reinforcements of the French were expected
from the south, but it was not until the early morning of the
25th that our Allies were able to take over part of the line of the
I Corps. At § a.m. on the 25th French Territorials relieved the
Battalion, which had been constantly engaged for two days and
two nights. There was no opportunity for rest; on relief, the
Battalion moved to another threatened sector, marching through
St. gan and the outskirts of Ypres to Verbrandenmolen.

uring the last few days the numbers of the 7th Division had
grown dangerously few for the defence of the Menin road, the
main thoroughfare into Ypres from the east, and the 1st Brigade
was ordered to shorten its line. On October 26th the 20th
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Brigade, 7th Division, was driven from Kruiseecke Village, which
overlooked and commanded the furthest point in the general
advance, namely the important cross-roads a mile east of
Gheluvelt.

The Battalion was sent up to hold the Zandvoorde-Gheluvelt
road on the left of the 2oth Brigade. B company moved on
the right of the road, and C company on the left of it; A wasin
support of B, and D in support of C. This advance restored the
line, and for the remainder of the day the Battalion held its
position, which it entrenched at nightfall. Lieutenant Chalmer,
the Battalion machine gun officer, was wounded this day.
In a month’s fighting all the officers who originally left Alder-
shot with the Battalion had become casualties, with the excep-
tion of seven.

In the early hours of the 27th the enemy bombarded the
trenches of A company, by which three officers were wounded,
and more than three quarters of the company became casualties.
In the evening the Battalion was relieved by the 2nd Bedford-
shire Regiment, and was split up to relieve two separate sections
of the line which needed reinforcement. Headquarters, A and
D companies moved back through Gheluvelt, and relieved the
2nd Grenadier Guards, 2nd Division, about one and a half miles
to the north, while B and C companies, isolated from the rest of
the Battalion and from each other, were sandwiched in among
three separate battalions. Such dispositions are bad at any time,
more especially when heavy fighting is in progress, but in this
case they were unavoidable, for the need was urgent and of
reserves there were none.

The 28th passed without incident except for the steady shelling
of our lines. On the evening of the 28th the front of the 1st
Brigade and neighbouring troops was as follows : On the south
of the Menin road lay the left battalion of the 7th Division,
the 1st Grenadier Guards, 2oth Brigade; on the road and just
north of it—at a road junction called at the time the Gheluvelt
cross-roads—was B company, under Captain Moubray, 1st Black
Watch; then in succession the 1st Coldstream Guards, only
350 strong; C company, under Captain Campbell Krook, 1st
Black Watch; 1st Scots Guards; 1st Cameron Highlanders; A
and D companies 1st Black Watch ; then the 4th Guards Brigade,
2nd Division.

The line was not continuous and there were some wide gaps;
between the left of C company, for instance, in a thick wood,
and the nearest post of the Scots Guards there was an interval
of 200 yards.

On the early morning of the 2gth, which was foggy, the
Germans in great strength attacked down the Menin road and
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just north of it. Although B company made a determined
resistance, some Germans broke through near the road and then
turning northwards rolled up B company and the two right
companies of the Coldstream Guards, party by party, from the
flank and rear. Some two or three hours later the same fate over-
took the two left companies of the Coldstream Guards and C
company, who had previously repulsed several frontal attacks.
A and D companies, meanwhile, ﬁad driven off a frontal attack
against the lett of the 1st Brigade. Only a few men of B and C
companies, and these men were mostly wounded, were able to
rejoin Battalion Headquarters near Polderhoek Chiteau; the
Battalion’s losses for the day amounted to § officers and 250 men.

The line was eventually restored after heavy fighting, but the
lost trenches at the cross-roads were not recovered. The enemy
had now brought up three fresh Army Corps for a decisive break
through against troops already weary and much reduced in num-
bers, but with no chance of relief; and the fighting continued on
the 3oth and culminated on the 31st—the crisis of the first battle
of Ypres.

On the 3oth the 1st Brigade had a comparatively quiet day;
shelling was continuous, but the attacks of the German infantry
were only half-hearted and were easily repulsed. Further south,
however, Zandvoorde and Hollebeke were lost.

On the morning of the 31st the enemy broke through at
Gheluvelt. The 1st Scots Guards on the right of the 1st Brigade
became involved in the fighting round Gheluvelt Chiteau, but
the rest of the Brigade, with the Battalion on its left, continued
to hold its original position. A few men of the Battalion who
were in reserve were sent up to protect the flank of the 1st
Brigade. Gheluvelt was retaken later in the day by the 2nd
Worcestershire Regiment and the line restored. But at nightfall
the line was withdrawn and reorganized more compactly to the
west of Gheluvelt. The line of the 1st Brigade—from south to
north, Coldstream Guards, Scots Guards, Cameron Highlanders
and The Black Watch—now ran from the eastern houses of Veld-
hoek, a small hamlet half-way between Gheluvelt and Hooge, to
Polygon Wood.

On the 135t of November, while Battalion Headquarters were
at breakfast in a cottage, a shell struck the building and wounded
Major Murray, the commanding officer. Twelve hours later,
Lieutenant Colonel C. E. Stewart arrived from the 2nd Battalion
to take command in succession to Lieutenant Colonel A. Grant-
Duff. On November 1st, Captain Amery, Lieutenant Rennie
and sixty men, who had been wounded during previous fighting,
rejoined from the base.

On the 2nd the British line on the Menin road was again
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broken. The Battalion played a very considerable part in restor-
ing the line by a brilliant counter-attack, in which A company
under Captain V. M. Fortune, B company under Lieutenant

. L. Rennie and C company under Captain H. Amery took part.

hese companies, which thus stopped the forward German move-
ment on the Menin road and helped to fill the gap, were only
120 strong and were reduced to 75 in the course of the attack.
Lieutenant Nolan was killed, Captain Amery so severely wounded
that he died some months afterwards, and Lieutenant Rennie
was also wounded. Of the rank and file § were killed, 21 missing,
almost all of whom were killed, and 34 wounded. Corporals
Culpin and Redpath greatly distinguished themselves by their
gallant leading in this attack.

From the 3rd until the 11th the Battalion was in position on the
left of the 15t Brigade. Its portion of the line was normally held
by D company, with Lieutenant McNeill’s platoon of A Com-
pany attached, the whole under the command of Captain West.
On the left lay the 5th Infantry Brigade of the 2nd Division, and
on the right, in succession, the Camerons, the Scots Guards and
the Coldstream Guards. Battalion Headquarters were at Vor-
beek Farm, six hundred yards in rear; two platoons of A and B
companies, in reserve, were entrenched in the paddocks of the
farm, while C, in a wired post to the north-east of the farm,
acted as support.

The enemy artillery fire was incessant and heavy from the
3rd onwards, and the losses sustained from shell fire during the
previous few days were far greater than the reinforcements of
thirty-two men which arrived on the 7th under Lieutenant
Sprot.

F On the 8th a heavy bombardment proved to be the usual
prelude to an attack down the Menin road. Since the 2nd the
sector south-east of Ypres had been held by a mixture of French
and British. The line was pierced just north of the Menin
road, about 2.30 p.m. and the Zouaves and the 15t Loyal North
Lancashire Regiment were driven back into the wooded grounds
of the Chiteau immediately west of Veldhock Village and north
of the Menin road. This locality was afterwards known as
¢ Inverness Copse.”

B company, under Lieutenant Sprot, and two platoons of A
company, under Lieutenant Lawson, the whole only ninety
strong, were sent, under Captain Fortune, by General FitzClar-
ence, commanding the 1st Infantry Brigade, to assist in re-
establishing this part of the line. Meanwhile the North Lan-
cashire Regiment had reoccupied the greater part of the ground
which had been lost; so on arrival B company and the two
platoons of A company strengthened their line and helped to fill
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up gaps caused by the losses suffered in the earlier attack.
Behing this part of the line a platoon of the 1st Northampton-
shire Regiment, under Captain Crow, was established as a sup-
porting point, and the second line of defence was completed by
several isolated bodies of Zouaves. During the night of 8th/gth
Captain Prince, North Lancashire Regiment, was killed in
attempting to reoccupy part of the trench originally held by the
North Lancashire Regiment, which was then discovered to be
strongly held by the enemy. The Battalion machine gunners
during the night crawled out and enfiladed this portion of the
enemy’s line and a large number of dead Germans were seen
next morning outside the trench. Corporal Dewar and Privates
Roy and Mitchell were very conspicuous during this hazardous
operation.

Next day, the gth, Captain Crow, in charge of the supporting
point in rear, was killed. During the next two days the greater
portion of B company and the two platoons of A company,
under Lieutenant Sprot, returned to Battalion Headquarters at
Verbeek Farm and went again into their reserve position.

Captain Fortune and Lieutenant Lawson, with a few men,
remained with the North Lancashire Regiment until they were
relieved on the 10th/11th; they only rejoined 1st Brigade Head-
quarters in Nonne Boschen, Glencorse Wood, during the attack
by the enemy on the morning of the 11th. In spite of the
proximity of the enemy during the gth and 10th, the contingent
of the North Lancashire Regiment and of The Black Watch had
a comparatively quiet time, but the troops had little rest by
night as alarms were frequent and the German guns were
never silent.

Two episodes will help to show the conditions prevailing in
this part of the line, when men were still unused to trench war-
fare, and many found the close presence of the enemy somewhat
trying. On one occasion during the night, a wild figure rushed
towards the trench held by our men, and miraculously escaping
the fire that was opened on him, jumped into the trench, and
luckily avoided being transfixed by the bayonets of the defenders.
He proved to be a Zouave who had been buried in his trench
in the enemy’s attack against the North Lancashire Regiment-
Zouave line on the 8th. The British are apt to call all French
soldiers who wear baggy trousers, ¢ Zouaves,” but he belonged
to the “ Tirailleurs Algériens ”; and anyone who has seen these
excitable colonials can picture the scene in the trench on his
unexpected and hasty arrival.

On another occasion a German soldier carrying rations mis-
took the Battalion trench for that held by his comrades, and
appeared silently out of the darkness. To repeated challenges he
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only answered, “ Ssh——""; and at a yard’s distance he was
recognized and shot.

Between 6.30 and 9 a.m. on the 11th of November, the
heaviest bombardment so far experienced by the British forces
broke out; as it ended, a Division of the Prussian Guard, with
orders from their Emperor to break the line at all costs, attacked
the front of the 1st and 2nd Divisions. Under cover of the
bombardment, a strong force drove back D company and the
two platoons of A company entrenched at the south-west corner
of Polygon Wood, and broke through the line. Second Lieu-
tenant M. McNeill, commanding this portion of A company,
was last seen on the parapet of his trench, revolver in hand,
fighting right gallantly to the end with all his men.

The supporting point of C company, under Lieutenant F.
Anderson, ﬁeld out firmly, and split the attack into small parties
of twenty or thirty men, many of whom were soon lost in the
woods behind. It is interesting to note that Lieutenant Ander-
son’s post was the first instance in the war of the “ strong point,”
or wired-in locality, which later became a salient feature of
defensive warfare. This particular post was sited and constructed
by a great friend of the regiment, Major C. Russell-Brown, R.E.,
commanding the 23rd Field Company.

B company and the two platoons of A company, under
Lieutenant Sprot, who were in reserve in the paddocks of Ver-
beek Farm, were overwhelmed by the first onrush of the enemy;
Lieutenant Sprot and most of his men were killed. A few men,
among whom were Privates Jackson and Gardner, were taken
prisoner ; but when their captors took cover from a chance shell,
they slipped away and escaped into the Nonne Boschen Wood.

Verbeek Farm, the joint Headquarters of The Black Watch
and the Cameron Highlanders, was temporarily occupied by the
enemy ; the actual Headquarters dug-out, a primitive brushwood
lean-to against the farmhouse was, however, kept safe by the
spirited defence of the two commanding officers, Lieutenant
é’olonels C. E. Stewart and D. McEwan, and of Sergeant D.
Redpath, The Black Watch signalling sergeant. Lieutenant
Colonel Stewart was wounded in the head at point-blank range
by a German who was, in his turn, despatched by Sergeant
Redpath.

ieutenant Rowan Hamilton and Captain Brodie of the
Camerons, the two adjutants, had previously, when the attack
commenced, gone to Ist Brigade Headquarters in Nonne
Boschen Wood to report the situation. Lieutenant Rowan
Hamilton, in returning to report to Colonel Stewart at Verbeek
Farm, was wounded.
Meanwhile, Nonne Boschen Wood, in which the 1st Brigade
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Headquarters was situated, was held by 1st Brigade Signal Sec-
tion, The Black Watch party that had been with the North
Lancashire Regiment for the past three days and had reported
at 1st Brigade Headquarters during the preliminary bombard-
ment, and a few men who had got away from the front line.
Several small parties of the enemy had broken past Lieutenant
Anderson’s Post and Verbeek Farm and had attempted to enter
the wood or passed along its eastern edge, but they were success-
fully dealt with. During this fighting Captain Brodie of the
Cameron Highlanders and Lieutenant Lawson were killed.
Lieutenant Lawson had recently been granted a commission,
having come out to France with the Battalion as Regimental
Quartermaster Sergeant—a most gallant officer, who fell fighting,
having served the Regiment loyally for over nineteen years.

About 3.30 p.m. three companies of the 1st Northampton-
shire Regiment, assisted by a party of The Black Watch and
Camerons, advanced from Nonne Boschen Wood and regained
the line Verbeek Farm-Lieutenant Anderson’s Post, south-west
corner of Polygon Wood, this corner being known on all later
maps as “ Black Watch Corner.” Lieutenant Anderson was most
severely wounded and his garrison suffered many losses; but they
had accounted for a large number of the enemy—Lieutenant
Anderson having himself shot several—and had broken up the
main German attack in this area.

The net result of the German effort was to drive back the
British line about five hundred yards on a front of a mile.
Only one officer, Captain V. M. Fortune, remained unwounded
at the end of this day. The casualties were: killed, Lieutenant
Lawson and 18 other ranks; missing (nearly all subsequently
ascertained to have been killed), Lieutenants Sprot and McNeil
and 49 other ranks; wounded, Lieutenant Colonel Stewart,
Captains West and Rowan-Hamilton, Lieutenant Anderson and
52 other ranks.

Those Germans who had advanced into the woods were held
up by our artillery, who defended their batteries with an im-
provised firing line until the evening. The first Battle of Ypres
had been won, since the Germans had failed in their single
objective of piercing the British line. The trenches lost this day
might have been retaken, had not the Brigadier of the 15t Brigade,
General FitzClarence,! been killed as he led the 2nd Grenadiers
and the 1st Irish Guards to counter-attack on the early morning
of the 12th. Captain Fortune, Company Sergeant Major Gray
and 2341 Private Mitchell were acting as guides to this counter-

1 Brigadier General FitzClarence had succeeded to the command of the st
Brigade at the end of Scptember, on the promotion of General Maxse to com-
mand a Division.
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attack, which was counter-ordered on the death of General
FitzClarence.

On November 13th the Battalion was withdrawn from the
line after eighteen days of almost continuous and hard fighting.
Sanctuary Wood was the first halting-place, Hooge Chiteau
the second. Here, the next day, Captain Thompson, Argyll
and Sutherland Highlanders, Lieutenant Buist and thirty
reinforcements joined. Buist and his thirty men had landed in
France with the 2nd Battalion The Black Watch from India
and were sent to reinforce the 1st Battalion owing to its heavy
losses. But now the task of the Expeditionary Force was lighten-
ing; the 8th Infantry Division, the Indian Corps and many
Territorial regiments were arriving in France, and the Battalion,
with other units of the Division was now, for the first time,
given a considerable period in reserve areas to allow units to
refit and reorganize.

On the 15th the Battalion marched to Westoutre, passing to
the south of Ypres, where some of its old and beautiful buildings
were still burning. On the 16th it moved on to Borre, and there
stayed in reserve until the 20th of December.

Two hundred and eighty reinforcements now arrived from
home, and the Battalion was re-equipped and reorganized. The
peace and quiet of a small French village was vex;iy pleasant
after this severe fighting, but the first leave given during the
war was none the less welcome. A few officers were granted
ninety-six hours, and two non-commissioned officers one hundred
and twenty hours’ leave. ‘The number may seem small, but the
first and all-important work of the railways and Channel steamers
was to cope with the increasing volume of supplies and stores.

On December 3rd the Battalion had the honour of a visit from
its Colonel-in-Chief, His Majesty the King.

On December 28th, Sir John French, the Commander-in-
Chief, inspected and addressed the Battalion. ‘ Black Watch,”
he said, “ you have suffered great losses, on which I condole with
‘ you; you have suffered great hardships. I condole with you on
¢ the loss of your gallant Colonel, Colonel Grant-Duff, who fell,
“as I am certain he would have wished to have fallen, in the
“ forefront of battle.

“'The Black Watch—a name we know so well—has always
“ played a distinguished part in the battles of our country. You
‘ have honours on your colours of which you are proud ; but you
“ will feel as proud of the honours whic{ will be added to your
“ colours after this campaign. At the Battle of the Marne you
“ distinguished yourselves. They say that the Jiger of the Ger-
“ man Guard ceased to exist after that battle—I expect they did.
“ You have followed your officers and stuck to the line against
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“ treble your numbers, in a manner deserving the highest praise.
“1, as Commander-in-Chief of this force, thank you, but that is
“ a small matter; your country thanks you and is proud of you.”

This speech had an unexpected sequel; the Commander-in-
Chief had ended with these words: “ We have just received news
“ of another victory; but you, by holding back the Germans,
“ have won great victories as well, since if you had not done so
“ the Russians could not have achieved their successes.” An
officer on leave mentioned these words to his friends at the
depot ; the news filtered through Perth, and within a few days
a local newspaper produced an edition with the headlines and
newsbills running: “ How THE BLACK WATCH SAVED THE RUSSIAN
ARMY !”

During this month in reserve, training allowed very little
time for sport, but there were some recreations, of which the
most interesting was an officer’s paper-chase (mounted), organ-
ized by the 1st Division on December 4th. The Kaiser was

resumed to have been dropped from an aeroplane on his way to
alais.

“ Special Idea; the 1st Division takes up the pursuit. The
“ Kaiser endeavours to tear up his manifestoes as he flees, and
“ thus makes a trail; he will be mounted on his well-known pie-
“ bald charger.”

But the 1st Division was haunted by the demon * Efficiency,”
and its amusements were never carried to extremes; the notice
bore a stern footnote. ““ This is not a race. Any officer who in-
“ capacitates for service either himself or his horse will be liable
“ for trial under Section 18, Army Act.”

NOTE

It is not out of place to give a short account of Lieutenant
gplonel Grant-Duff’s career, so unfortunately cut short on the

isne.

Lieutenant Colonel A. Grant-Duff was the son of the Right
Hon. Sir Mountstuart Elphinstone Grant-Duff, G.C.S.1., and
was born on the 2gth September, 1869. Educated at Wellington
College and ihe R.M.Cp., Sandhurst, he was gazetted to The
Black Watch in 1889. In 1897-98 he was in charge of the Base
Depot of the Tirah Expedition, in Peshawar, and received for
his services the thanks of the highest military authorities in
India, and the Tirah medal with clasp.

He served in the South African War from January, 1902,
until the end, being present at operations in the Orange River
Colony, for which he received the Queen’s medal with two
clasps. In 1904 he graduated at the Staff College, and from
1905-9 was employed at the War Office,
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From 1910 to 1913 he was Assistant Military Secretary to
the Committee of Imperial Defence, being awarded the C.B. in
the latter year. In May, 1914, he succeeded to the command
of the 1st Battalion The Black Watch and took it to France
on the outbreak of the Great War. He was killed at the Battle
of he Aisne on the 14th September, 1914.

The award of the C.B. to Lieutenant Colonel Grant Duff
was in recognition of his designing and editing The /¥ ar Book.
Before 1912 there was practically no co-ordination between the
various Government Departments in case of war. But in
January of that year a sub-committee on co-ordination was
appointed under the Imperial Defence Committee, and in
August of the same year the risk of war with Germany revealed our
unpreparedness in this matter. Colonel Grant-Duff was secre-
tary of the sub-committee and it was he who designed the frame-
work of The War Book, namely, the full instructions to each
Government Department for the action to be taken by it on the
outbreak of war.

The death of Adrian Grant-Duff was a severe loss, not only
to the Battalion and the Regiment, but also to the country
which he had served so well.
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CHAPTER II
FROM DECEMBER 20TH, IQI4, TO MAY QTH, IQI§

1.—The Attack of the 15t Brigade at Givenchy

HE Battle of Ypres had drawn the British reserves in

a steady flow northwards to such an extent that the

German High Command was justified in assuming

that the line held by the Indian Corps and the

III Corps was weak and attenuated. An attack made on the

Indian Corps on the 20th of December resulted in the loss of

considerable portions of the trench line in front of Festubert

and Givenchy, in spite of a resolute stand by some units of the

Indian Corps, in which the 2nd Battalion The Black Watch

was, amongst others, conspicuous. Several local counter-attacks

met with little success, and it became obvious that large reinforce-

ments were needed before the lost ground could be regained.

All three Brigades of the 1st Division were ordered into the line

in this area, the 1st Brigade reinforcing the sector from the
Aire-La Bassée Canal to the north of Givenchy Village.

The Battalion, with the remainder of the 1st Guards Brigade,
had been at an hour’s notice to move. The order to move came
on the afternoon of the 2oth, and at § p.m. the Battalion left
Borre for Merville, and then received orders to march straight on
to Béthune, which was reached at 2.30 a.m. on the 21st. The
march of 23 miles was very trying, since a much-needed
issue of new boots had been made the day before ; in addition,
many of the men were in the state of weakness that follows
immediately after innoculation. A tobacco factory provided a
temporary billet, but before noon the Battalion was roused and
ordered to move out of Bethune eastwards towards the front
line.

The 15t Brigade had been placed at the disposal of the Com-
mander of the Lahore Division, and had been ordered to retake
the lost trenches north of La Bassée. The 1st Coldstream Guards,
1st Scots Guards, and 1st Cameron Highlanders carried out the
attack, and made good all the ground lost. The Battalion, with
the London Scottish (now attached to the Brigade), remained in
reserve, and was not called upon.

The fighting in the village of Givenchy was most determined
on both sides ; time and again the Germans forced their
way in, but were unable to maintain their ground. Mention
ought to be made of a company of French Territorials, brought
up to counter-attack on the 2oth, who held with the greatest
gallantry an isolated farm, afterwards known as ““ French Farm,”
until relieved by troops of the 1st Brigade. The Manchester
Regiment, belonging to the Indian Corps, had also earlier in the
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day regained most of the village of Givenchy by a very fine
counter-attack carried out under Lieutenant Colonel E. P. Strick-
land, later commanding the 1st Division. Although sent into
action with the expectation and promise of immediate support
by the 1st Brigade, which did not materialize, the Manchester
Regiment remained the only complete unit in Givenchy, and
were not driven out.

On the morning of the 22nd the efforts of the Germans
slackened, and infantry attacks ceased. In the evening the Bat-
talion relieved the Coldstream Guards, the Camerons, and the
French Territorials, and held the northern part of Givenchy and
the trenches to the north of the village. These latter were some
way in rear of the general line, and during the 23rd, the com-
ganies holding them were occupied in pushing the line forward.

nipers were active on both sides, and the Battalion trenches were
frequently shelled with sudden and heavy bursts of fire.

On the night of the 25th the Battalion was relieved and spent
three days at Cuinchy, a support position south of the canal. The
remainder of the 1st Brigade moved back to Béthune, but The
Black Watch and the London Scottish returned to the line at
Givenchy, under the orders of the 2nd Brigade. The weather
had for some time been fine and clear, but on the 27th it changed,
and heavy rain and high wind flooded the newly dug trenches
with water, so that they were constantly falling in. In such
conditions as these, the Battalion saw in the New Year to the
strains of “ The Garb of Old Gaul,” played on the pipes by
Lance Corporal D. McLeod.!

Three companies occupied the front line, with the fourth
billeted in close support. The return of the 1st Brigade, who
came back to the line on New Year’s Day, did not alter these
dispositions, and for a fortnight there was nothing to record,
except continual sniping and bursts of artillery fire by both sides.
On January 14th the Battalion was relieved by the 2nd South
Wales Borderers, under Major A. J. Reddie, D.S.0., who after-
wards commanded the 1st Infantry Brigade. Billets in Beuvry
were found for that night, and on the next day a short march
was made to new billets in Béthune.

Casualties had been light over the period since the Battalion
marched south, but several men had their feet swollen and
paralysed by exposure to water and mud. The term “ trench
feet ” was then unknown, and the careful medical arrange-
ments, which later prevented this form of sickness, had not yet
been organized.

Since the Battalion was destined to fight in many hard en-

t Afterwards Pipe Major McLeod ; he was Lkilled by an aeroplane bomb
when the Battalion was at Albert in the summer of 1916,
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counters in this district, before the enemy was finally driven from
it, it will be useful to describe the La Bassée front. Its main
importance lies in its nearness to the valuable coalfields of the
Lens area. When the line was stabilized by the efforts of the
French in October, 1914, the eastern half of these coalfields
was left in enemy hands; both portions were now reorganized
for production, and the capture or retention of either portion
would make a great difference to the total production of muni-
tions.

The roads, railways and canals of the district converged on
the two “ county towns,” Béthune and Lens. East and north of
Béthune, the country was flat and open. A network of ditches
and canals failed to change the marshy nature of the soil; on the
other hand, they formed an effective barrier to rapid advance.
Most of the fields and orchards were enclosed by stiff hedges, and
infantry combats were often localized to one field at a time.
Occasionally a hillock of twenty or thirty feet high provided a
site for a village, and incidentally a point of tactical importance.
These small ridges, hardly noticed at first glance, were sufficient
to gain or deny observation and a clear field of fire over a wide
area. To this fact was due the importance attached to the
village of Givenchy, and a little later to the village of Cambrin.
It followed that the best defensive system for this front was to
organize the villages as “ strong points,” permanently garrisoned,
and organized for all-round defence. A thinly held trench line
connected these garrisons, and mobile reserves were held in rear.
An occasional farmhouse in or near the line was similarly fortified,
and will be found on the war maps of the area as a * keep,”
“ fort,” or “ castle,” according to the fancy of the first occupier.

To the south of Béthune, rounded slopes of chalk (part of the
same beds that underlie Southern England) allowed a more con-
tinuous and better-drained line of trenches. Dug-outs were
habitable at any depth, and about this time the Tunnelling
Companies were introducing the system of underground tunnels
which later allowed whole battalions to be billeted, secure from
shell fire, in the very front line. Ten or twelve pit-heads, with
high towers for the winding-gear, and spoil-banks higher than
most of the hills of Northern France, lay on either side of the
line. Observation, therefore, was equally easy for both sides; in
addition, a pit-head usually served to conceal machine guns, and
a very strong defensive position could be constructed round it.

During the whole of the war, no part of the British front
changed so little as this. The brick-stacks of Auchy, shortly to
be contested by the Battalion, lay within a stone’s-throw of the
point where the 15th Infantry Brigade, coming north from the
Aisne, first met the enemy; and from this spot the Germans
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began their retirement in the early autumn of 1918. The whole
area was ideal for the engineer constructing defences, and a per-
petual problem to the infantry. In all ages it would have been
found difficult to attack over such ground, where the attackers
were exposed without a vestige of cover.

After inspection by the Commanders of the I Corps and the
1st Division, the Battalion began to make its way back to the
line on the 21st of January, and first marched to Beuvry, where it
was held in Brigade reserve. The front of the 1st Division was
held by two Brigades, the 3rd Brigade holding the left or Given-
chy sector, and the 1st Brigade, in touch with the French on the
right, the right or Cuinchy sector. It was now obvious that the
German attack, foiled at Ypres in November, would break out
again before the Divisions of the New Army were in a fit state to
be added to the Expeditionary Force. Work was vigorously put
in hand to strengthen the Divisional front, and the Battalion was
called upon to send one company to the 3rd Brigade for this
purpose.

C company, under Captain W. Green, was detailed for this
duty, and on reaching Givenchy, was attached to the 2nd Bat-
talion the Welch Regiment. Two platoons, under Lieutenant
W. H. C. Edwards, remained in cellars in the village, where they
worked in the daytime, while Company Headquarters and the
other two platoons were billeted in cottages about 300 yards
south of the Pont Fixe, over which ¢ Harley Street > crosses the
canal. In the event of an attack, the whole was destined to form
part of the garrison of Givenchy.

On the morning of January 25th, the expected attack began.
A deserter had given warning of the enemy’s intentions in the
early hours of the morning, and his story was confirmed by a
fierce bombardment, which opened about 7.30 a.m. Fifteen
minutes later, Captain Green, seeing that theattack wasimminent,
marched his detachment from the Pont Fixe to Givenchy, a
reserve platoon of the Welch Regiment following. The forward
platoons of C company had been shelled out of their cover, and
the whole company came together at the Keep. Meanwhile the
enemy had entered the front line in several places, and was in the
village itself.

After consulting the Officer Commanding the 2nd Welch
Regiment, Major H. C. Rees, Captain Green moved round in
rear of the Keep to the south part of the village, and from there
attacked the enemy, with three platoons of The Black Watch, and
the reserve platoon of the Welch Regiment, under Lieutenant
James. The attack was successful, the enemy were driven out
of the village, and the original line was restored. Lieutenant
Edwards distinguished himself by the gallant and skilful way in
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which he led his men forward, and his prompt action had much
to do with the saving of the village.

One incident of the day’s fighting will never be forgotten by
those who witnessed it. Lance Corporal Swan of C company
was shot in the close-range fighting that went on among the
houses ; his brother, Sergeant Swan, marking down the German
who had fired the shot, stalked him and chased him from house
to house for some ten minutes, until he finally closed with him
and killed him.

C company now took over 200 yards of trench on the left of
the Welch Regiment, and remained in the line until, on relief,
they joined the Battalion at Béthune on the 27th. On the way
back, the company was stopped at Brigade Headquarters, and
Brigadier General R. Butler, Commanding the 3rd Brigade,
congratulated Captain Green and his men on the part they had
played in the defence of Givenchy. It afterwards became known
that the prompt counter-attack of C company made unnecessary
the use of two battalions of the 2nd Division, who were detailed
to retake the village.

Meanwhile, the rest of the Battalion had been in heavy fight-
ing. At 8.45 a.m. on the 25th the Battalion had received orders
to march from Beuvry to Cambrin, and a little later was ordered
to go straight on to Cuinchy. The enemy had mined and blown
in the trenches of the Scots and Coldstream Guards, east of this
village, and had broken the forward defences of the 1st Brigade.
The point & appui wasa brick-field about 500 yards east of Cuinchy
church, where a maze of trenches marked the heavy fighting that
had already taken place around the brick-stacks.

The Guards, fired into from three sides, were unable to hold
their ground, and fell back to the Keep at the western edge of
the brick-fields. Here they made a stubborn stand, but the Ger-
mans came forward on both the north and south sides of the Keep,
and again the defenders were enfiladed from both sides, and
attacked from the front. This was the situation when the Bat-
talion arrived at Cuinchy at 11.30 a.m.

Lieutenant Colonel Stewart was given command of the 2nd
Battalion K.R.R.C. (from Divisional Reserve), and of six platoons
of the Cameron Highlanders; with these and his own battalion,
he was ordered to attack and re-establish the original line. At
I p.m. the attack was launched; the Battalion advanced in the
centre, with the 2nd K.R.R.C. on its right, and the detachment
of Camerons moving along the canal bank on its left. B and D
companies found the firing line and supports, and A company
was held in reserve.

The canal on the north hemmed the attackers in, so that only
a frontal attack was possible. In addition, the strong position
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held amongst the brick-stacks, and the high embankments border-
ing La Bassée railway station, gave the Germans an extremely
good field of fire in all directions, and casualties, especially among
officers, were heavy. A continuousadvance was impossible, and
by 5 p.m. the attacking force had not got beyond a gine running
north and south through the brick-stacks, about 300 yards behind
the original front line.

The 2nd Battalion Royal Sussex Regiment, from the 2nd
Brigade, was now placed at Lieutenant Colonel Stewart’s disposal,
and another attempt was made to push forward. As before, the
enemy poured in a heavy enfilade fire from the railway station,
and at 3.45 a.m., when the Battalion was withdrawn from the
line, the Royal Sussex were no further forward. Although no
success attended the efforts of the Battalion, the casualties sus-
tained, 6 officers and 20§ other ranks, indicate the formidable
nature of the task attempted. In particular, the energy and
bravery shown by Lieutenant Anstruther in leading on his com-
pany after he was wounded, deserve to be mentioned. Similarly,
Captain P. G. M. Skene and Lieutenant G. M. Richmond, who
were both wounded in the attack, refused to leave their men,
and carried on until the Battalion was relieved.

The Battalion moved into billets on the evening of the 26th
January, and from then until the 4th February, it was alternately
under the command of the 2nd and the 1st Brigades. During this
time, it moved between Béthune, Beuvry and Annequin, and
finally, on the 4th February, marched via Chocques to Burbure,
for training and reorganization.

At Burbure the depleted Battalion was made up to strength
by a number of drafts from the base. The time was fully taken
up in organizing these, in refitting, and in continuous training at
drill, musketry and bombing. At this period bombing was becom-
ing, for the first time, seriously organized—that is, so far as the
nature of make-shift bombs available would allow of organization.
On February 16th, during experimental bomb practice, a prema-
ture explosion caused the death of Major J. T. C. Murray,
D.S.0., and of Sergeant P. Hart.

Major Murray’s death was keenly felt by his many friends,
and his loss to the regiment was irreparable. He had joined The
Black Watch in 1893, and served in the Tirah Campaign and in
the South African War. He then exchanged to the 2nd Battalion
and remained for some years in India. His valuable services
when in command of the 1st Battalion on the Aisne have been
already mentioned. It was well said of him that among soldiers
and sportsmen no man was more honoured and loved than
Crockatt Murray. .

On the 27th February the Battalion, greatly increased in

32



IN THE TRENCHES, FEBRUARY-APRIL, 1915

efficiency after some rest and training, marched to Les Choquaux,
and on the following day relieved the 2/3rd Gurkhas (Garhwal
Brigade, Meerut Division) in a sector of the line south-east of the
Rue de Bois, and just north of Festubert. The Divisional front
extended over 4000 yards, from the northern outskirts of Given-
chy exclusive on the south, to Chocolat Menier Corner! on the
north, with inter-Brigade boundary to the north of Festubert.

In this area the ground was so marshy that it had been found
most difficult to dig trenches, and impossible to keep them free
of water. Both sides had therefore constructed breastworks
about four feet six inches high, with a shallow trench running
behind them. On the right half of the Battalion’s line the
breastworks were continuous, but on the left, where the ground
was worst, only small circular posts could be constructed. “ The
Grouse Butts,” as they were called, held a platoon each, and
were so exposed that they could only be reached in safety after
dark. The weather was bitterly cold, with occasional falls of
snow, but it improved as time passed.

Until the 15th of April the Battalion occupied various parts
of the northern half of this line, with one period of rest at Hinges,
from the 23rd to the 3oth of March. The enemy was harassed by
rifle fire whenever an opportunity could be found, but nothing
of importance happened. In this comparative lull, the first of
the trench mortars appeared—stove-pipes almost as dangerous to
their users as to the enemy. Lieutenant J. B. S. Haldane was the
first “Bombing Officer ” of the Battalion, and with his detach-
ment moved about the line, firing his stove-pipes from different
positions. The bombers were not popular in the line, since their
action invariably drew artillery fire from the enemy, by way of
retaliation, by which time, of course, the mortar detachment had
disappeared. Thereisa well-authenticated story that Lieutenant
Haldane was remonstrated with for walking about, * deficient
of ” a glengarry; he gave as his excuse the fact that the men of
a neighbouring regiment had pushed him into a ditch for having
fired mortars from their trenches!

On April 15th the Battalion was relieved by the 4th Royal
Welch Fusiliers, and with the 1st Brigade went into reserve at
Mesplaux, moving to Long Cornet on the 19th, and to Allouagne
on the 23rd. As the weather improved, and the ground dried,
offensive action by the Allies was certain, and so at Allouagne

1 % Chocolat Menier Corner” was so called from an advertisement that was
nailed on the wall of a house; it is the road junction on the south side of the
Rue de Bois, about a mile south-west of Richebourg PAvoué. It was a well-known
name to the Regiment, for to the immediate front of this house the 1st, 2nd and
4th Battalions had some hard fighting in 1915; and round “ Chocolat Menier

Corner” the transport of these battalions had often come under severe shell
fire when bringing up rations after nightfall.
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training in attack was carried out. On the 2nd of May the
Battalion marched via Le Casan to Richebourg St. Vaast, and
relieved the gth Battalion the Liverpool Regiment in billets and
dug-outs, and two days later relieved the 1st Cameron High-
landers in the line.

2.—The Battle of Aubers Ridge, May 9th, 1915.

It has been mentioned that a British offensive was considered
certain. Sir John French selected the early spring as the
opportune time, and the Aubers Ridge, * which guarded La
Bassée to the south-west and Lille to the north-east as
the objective. The German line there formed a marked
salient, and an attack on the ridge, if completely successful,
would shake the security of Lille, and if but moderately successful
would cut off La Bassée.”

This was the Battle of Neuve Chapelle, 1oth-13th March,
in which the Battalion took no part; it was fought on a narrow
front, with a limited objective, and was comparatively successful,
although the enemy defences had not been completely destroyed
by our artillery. At the second attempt on the gth of May the
front was extended, and the I Corps on the right of the First
Army co-operated with the previous attackers, the VII Corps
and the Indian Corps.

On the 7th of May orders were received that an attack would
be carried out on the front of the First Army, with the object of
breaking the enemy’s line, occupying the line of the La Bassée-
Lille road, and afterwards advancing to the line Beauvin—-Don.
The 1st Division was on the right of the attack—but before
describing this action, it is necessary to give a short description
of the position.

The main feature of the front is the Rue de Bois, connecting
Béthune and Lille. Near the line, two smaller roads ran north-
west from the Rue de Bois, one to Rue des Berceaux, and one
about half a mile to the east of it; these were known as Albert
and Edward roads respectively., A few hundred yards further
west along the Rue de Bois, and nearer to Béthune, a road known
as Princes Road left the main road and ran south-east in the
direction of La Quinque Rue. It was the junction of Princes
road and the Rue de Bois that has been referred to as Chocolat
Menier Corner.

From Richebourg ’Avoué the line kept parallel with the Rue
de Bois, and to the south of it, until at Chocolat Menier Corner,
it took a right-angled turn to the south-east. It then ran parallel
to Princes Road for about threequarters of a mile, took another
right-angled turn to the south-west, crossed Princes Road and
ran east of ““ Indian Village.” The Battalion, with Headquarters
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at the Rue des Berceaux, had, on moving into the line on the 4th,
occupied the sector from Chocolat Menier Corner to Richebourg
PAvoué; these two points were the Divisional boundaries for the
attack.

The immediate objective of the 1st Division was a line from
Rue de Marais to Lorgies, about two miles in rear of the enemy’s
front line. The 2nd and 3rd Brigades were detailed to carry out
the attack, the inter-Brigade boundary being a cinder-track run-
ning from the Rue de Bois to Ferme du Bois and Ferme de
Toulotte.

On the south there was no co-operation, the ground east of
La Bassée being impassable. To the north the Meerut Division
(in which were the 2nd and 4th Battalions The Black Watch) was
to attack La Tourelle. After the first objective had been gained,
it was intended that the 1st Brigade should pass through the
2nd and 3rd Brigades and advance on an objective to be given
later. In the meantime the 1st Brigade was held in Divisional
Reserve, the Battalion being held in readiness to move first.

These orders were received on the 7th; but at 7 p.m. on
that day the Battalion was informed that the attack had been
postponed ; and it was not until the evening of the 8th that the
attacking troops of the z2nd Brigade took over the breastworks.
On relief, the Battalion went into bivouac in an orchard a
hundred yards west of Chocolat Menier Corner.

The infantry assault was preceded by a continuous bombard-
ment which lasted for forty minutes. It is interesting to compare
this pregaration with the days and weeks of bombardment which
le'flcedc the later and more successful assaults of the war. The

ies had not yet learnt the lesson that where the enemy’s
defences consisted of entrenched positions, nothing short of
absolute destruction could break them.

The bombardment opened at 5 a.m. and at 5.40 a.m. the
2nd and 3rd Brigades advanced. The enemy replied to our
bombardment with an artillery fire that could not be called
very severe, and the Battalion crossed Albert Road and occupied
the rear lines of breastworks, intending to go forward to each
line as the Brigades in front vacated it.

These Brigades, when they advanced, were met by a heavy
rifle and machine gun fire from the German breastworks. Their
start was difficult; they had to surmount the breastworks them-
selves, cross a dyke about ten feet wide, over which wooden bridges
had been placed during the night, and then make their way across
No Man’s Land, which was rough and pitted with shell-holes.
At the German line they found that the wire was uncut, and in
face of the opposition offered they were unable to reach the
enemy breastworks.
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The failure of this attack was known about 6.15 a.m., and the
1st Brigade was at once ordered to occupy the front-line breast-
works and be ready to meet any counter-attack launched by
the enemy. It may be mentioned that in no part of the Army
front did the attack meect with any greater success than here on
the front of the 1st Division.

In this action of May gth there is ample evidence that the
Germans were well informed as to the impending movement,
and were well prepared for it Their trenches were very deep,
and more vulnerable to high explosives, in which the British
artillery were deficient, than to shrapnel. In addition, the
arrangements for cutting the wire proved inadequate.

The Battalion now occupied the front breastworks from
Albert road on the right to the cinder track on the left, with three
companies in the line and C company in reserve in the second
line. At 7 a.m. the 2nd and 3rd Brigades attempted a second
assault, but this was also unsuccessful, through the heavy machine
gun fire and the difficulty of passing the still uncut wire. At
8 a.m., therefore, artillery began deliberate wire-cutting, and at
9.20 a.m. orders were issued that the 2nd and 3rd Brigades should
assault again at 12 noon ; this was later cancelled, then postponed
until 2.40 p.m., and again until 4 p.m.

For this attack the objective was limited to the enemy’s first
system of trenches, and the 1st Brigade was ordered to take the
place of the shattered 2nd Brigade. Two battalions carried out
the assault, The Black Watch on the right, and the Camerons on
the left. At the outset the communication trenches and breast-
works were crowded with troops, and so great was the congestion
that both battalions found it difficult to reach their jumping-
off positions. The Camerons, in fact, could not reach their
position by the time the attack opened; but such few men as
came l;lp in time attacked most bravely on the left of The Black
Watch. :

After an artillery bombardment of twenty minutes the
Battalion advanced to the attack, and made one of the finest
assaults it delivered during the war, distinguished by skilful
leadership of officers and section commanders under the
most adverse conditions, and great gallantry on the part of the
men. Throughout the war the Special Reserve officers attached
to the Battalion did well, and especially so on this day. Many
were professional men who in peace time had worked hard, under
various difficulties, to make themselves efficient soldiers; they
had not the same training as their Regular brother officers, yet
they displayed, even from the outset, fine soldierly qualities.

As in the original assault, the wire had not been sufficiently
cut, nor had the German breastworks and machine guns been
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much damaged. Against them, A and B companies advanced
over the open, followed by two platoons each from C and D
companies. The reserve, consisting of the remainder of C and
D companies, and the four battalion machine guns, remained in
the breastworks where was also Lieutenant Colonel C. E. Stewart
and Headquarters.

The companies advanced to the sound of the pipes—for the
last time—since gas helmets were shortly to muffle the pipers.
It was not possible to recognize * Highland Laddie ” in the
noise of gunfire, but the pipes themselves could not be silenced,
and there is no doubt that they raised the spirit of the
attackers. Assoon as our men topped the breastworks, they were
met by a terrific rifle and machine gun fire, which seemed to
come from every direction; machine guns were not only firing
from the breastworks, but from tunnels cut underneath them.

The distance between the lines was about 300 yards, so that
it did not take more than two minutes for the leading troops to
reach the enemy wire. A few gaps existed, and into these the
attacking platoons converged ; then, forcing their way into the
German line, they began to clear the trenches by hand-to-hand
fighting. The advantage lay with the enemy from the first, since
the platoons could only enter the breastworks on narrow fronts
where the gaps existed; and though the Battalion established
itself at various points, it was attacked from three sides, being
%).ombed from both flanks, and fired into from the enemy’s rear
ine.

Casualties amongst the officers were especially heavy. Major
F. M. B. Robertson, who had made many attempts to join the
Battalion since the outbreak of war, and who had only arrived
from home the night before, was hit soon after the assault
started, while advancing at the head of his men. Four former
non-commissioned officers of the Battalion who had served the
regiment loyally for many years died fighting bravely: Second
. Lieutenants A. Gray, A. Wanliss and J. Wallace, led their platoons
into the German front line, and never returned; Second Lieu-
tenant A. Shand was killed while leading an attack on two enemy
machine guns. On the right of A company, Second Lieutenant
T. B. Lyle, with his platoon, reached the second German line, but
all lost their lives in a bombing encounter; similarly on the left,
Lieutenant J. G. Scott of C company appears to have broken
through the first German line, but was killed, with all his com-
mand, in the enemy’s rear positions.

As the Camerons on the left had been stopped by machine-
gun fire, the two remaining platoons of C company were sent for-
ward in support of the Battalion left, but were met in their turn
by an intense fire; casualties were heavy, and only a few men
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succeeded in reaching the German breastworks. At Chocolat
Menier Corner there was a right-angled turn in the line which
has been already described ; this allowed machine guns from the
left to enfilade the Camerons and The Black Watch; moreover,
the 3rd Brigade on the left appeared to have been unable to
make any advance.

By this time the Germans had been reinforced; and though
the Battalion machine guns had caused some casualties to their
reinforcements as they came up the communication trenches,
_ the position of our troops in the front line was precarious, and
repeated requests for reinforcements reached Battalion Head-
quarters.

When the information that The Black Watch had entered
the enemy’s front line was received at Brigade Headquarters, the
Ist Battaﬁon Loyal North Lancashire Regiment was sent up in
support; but before its companies had left the front line, the
order was cancelled, and instructions wereissued that the attacking
troops were to be withdrawn from the German lines, presumably
on account of the difficulties in which the 3rd Brigade found
themselves. The Battalion was therefore withdrawn, although
many had to be left in the German lines and in No Man’s
Land, and marched to Hinges, which was reached just before
midnight.

Two of the many gallant deeds of the day may be mentioned
here, though they are in no danger of being forgotten in the
Regiment. Corl;;oral Ripley displayed great bravery in leading
a platoon up to the enemy’s trenches and was awarded the Victoria
Cross. The following is the official description of Corporal
Ripley’s conduct on this occasion.

“ For most conspicuous bravery at Rue du Bois on 9/5/1913.
“ When leading his section on the right of the right platoon in
“ the assault, he was the first man of the Battalion to ascend the
“ enemy’s parapet and from there he directed those following
“him to the gaps in the German wire entanglements; he then
“led his section through a break in the parapet to a second line
“ of trench which had previously been decided upon as the final
“ objective in this part of the line. In that position Corporal
“ Ripley, with seven or eight men established himself, blocking
“ both flanks and arranging a fire position until all his men had
¢ fallen and he himself been badly wounded in the head.”

Private Anderson of C company asked for permission to
remain behind, after the relief, and went out at dusk to find his
company commander, Captain W. Green, whom he had seen fall
in the attack. He found Captain Green severely wounded and
brought him back.
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The gallant conduct of the Battalion, which alone in the
Division attained its objective, brought messages of thanks and
admiration from the 2nd Battalion the Royal Sussex Regiment,
and the 2nd Battalion the King’s Royal Rifle Corps; and a
further proof of the difficulties of the attack, and of the
bravery with which they were faced, is the number of killed,
wounded and missing in the Battalion—14 officers and 461 other
ranks.



CHAPTER III
FROM MAY QTH, 19I5, TO JULY §TH, 1916

1.—The Summer of 1915

NLY 8 officers and 354 other ranks could be assembled
to march back on the gth of May, and the next two
days were needed for the reorganization of the Bat-
talion, which was carried out in Divisional Reserve at

Beuvry and Béthune. On both these days H.R.H. the Prince of
Wales paid a visit to the Battalion, and interviewed several
non-commissioned officers and men who had actually been in
the German trenches on the gth.

Major General R. Haking, C.B., came over to carry congratu-
lations on the Battalion’s gallantry from the Commanders of the
I Corps and the First Army (Lieutenant General Sir Charles
Monro and General Sir Douglas Haig) ; Sir Charles Monro also
inspected the Battalion on the 12th May, and referred to its
“fine behaviour.” In spite of their heavy losses the men were in
good spirits; they sang lustily as they entered Béthune, and
bystanders were heard to say, “ Those cannot be the men who
were so badly cut up three days ago ! ”

The 13th and 14th of May were spent at Beuvry, and on the
15th a march was made to Sailly Labourse, the reserve position
for the Vermelles sector, in which the 1st Brigade, on this day,
relieved the 18th French Division. The sector, which consisted
of old French trenches in quite good order, was officially known as
“Y.2.”” After the previous weeks, this sector seemed comparatively
quiet, and there is nothing to record except the regular incidence
of reliefs. On the 19th of May the Battalion relieved the 1st
Cameron Highlanders in the line, and were in turn relieved by
them on the 23rd, moving into Brigade Reserve at Noyelles
and digging a reserve line there. On the 27th it again relieved the
Camerons in the line, and was finally relieved by them on the
31st, when it moved back to Sailly.

On the 1st of June, the Battalion, by this time up to a
strength of 26 officers and 835 other ranks, marched to billets in
the Faubourg d’Arras, Béthune; here it remained in Corps
Reserve for ten days. The1st Brigade had nowmoved northwards
into the Cuinchy sector (““ Y.3.”), the left of which rested on
the La Bassée Canal. In this portion of the line, the 1st Battalion
The Black Watch relieved the 2nd Battalion the Royal Munster
Fusiliers ! on the evening of the 10th of June.

Owing to the increasing supply of munitions, and partly

1 The 2nd R. Munster Fusiliers, whose complete destruction on August 27th,
1914, was mentioned in Chapter I, had been reformed, and had joined the 3rd
Brigade.
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IN THE TRENCHES, JUNE-SEPTEMBER, 1915

owing to an attack made by the Canadians, who lay north of the
canal, on the 15th, this tour was marked by a greater volume of
artillery fire on both sides, and the Battalion lost 6 men killed
and 27 wounded through shell fire. Captain R. E. Forrester,
commanding D company, was killed by a sniper during the pro-
gress of the Canadians’ attack on the 15th. In Captain Forrester
the Regiment lost a very gallant and much-loved officer. In the
South African War he had served in the Yeomanry and gained a
D.C.M. and a commission in The Black Watch. He landed in
France with the 2nd Battalion in 1914, and was severely wounded
when gallantly leading a raid into the enemy trenches. A true
sportsman and most zealous soldier, all ranks in the Regiment
knew that no heart was more loyal, no sense of right more sure,
no devotion more true than that which died with R. E. Forrester
on this day.

On the 16th of June, the 1st Northamptonshire Regiment
relieved the Battalion, which marched back to billets in Béthune.
For various reasons a series of moves was made in the reserve
area, and on the 1gth the Battalion billeted in Lapugnoy, moving
to Burbure on the 23rd, to Hurionville on the 24th, and to
Labeuvriére on the 29th. At Burbure the 8th (Service) Bat-
talion of the Regiment, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Lord
Sempill, was in billets, and all ranks enjoyed the pleasure of meet-
ing old friends from home.

On the 5th of July a move was made from Labeuvriére up to
Noyelles again, and the Battalion took over billets from the 2nd
Royal Munster Fusiliers; on the gth it relieved the Camerons
in 1ts old trenches in “ Y.2.” at Vermelles. On the 12th disposi-
tions were slightly altered, and the Battalion “side-stepped ”
northwards into ““ Y.3.”, handing over *“ Y.2.” to the London
Scottish.

From now until the autumn offensive, the story is a dull
record of moves and reliefs which are most easily shown by the
accompanying table. It represents a monotonous summer, char-
acterized by the growing number of casualties from shell fire,
and varied chiefly by such amusements as the British soldier can
be trusted to provide for himself, whether in or out of the line.
On the 24th July, for instance, a Brigade Horse Show washeld at
Annezin, which was a great success. There were many entries,
and the Battalion took several prizes, and did especially well in
the heavy draught class.

On the anniversary of the outbreak of war, the 4th of August,
the Battalion was in the line at Cambrin, with the 1st Coldstream
Guards on the left. The evening of this day was celebrated by a
picnic, the Guards providing an amateur orchestra of cornets,
which serenaded the Germans to the tune of “ Die Wacht am

41



THE FIRST BATTALION THE BLACK WATCH

Rhein.” At midnight the music changed to‘“GodSavethe King,”
and every trench mortar in the sector fired a salvo. Light-
heartedness of this kind was disconcerting to the enemy, who
chose to take it seriously ; and three hours of artillery retaliation
passed before their indignation cooled.

Two changes remain to be noticed : on July 13th, Lieutenant
Colonel C. E. Stewart, returning to England sick, handed over
command of the Battalion to Major J. G. H. Hamilton, D.S.0.

TaBLe oF Moves DurRING THE SUMMER OF IQI§

Datx From To
July 13th | Y.3 Sector Noyelles To Bde. Reserve. Re-
(Vermelles) lieved by 15t Camerons

July 16th | Noyelles Y3 Relieving 1st Camerons.

July 19th | Y.3 Annezin Relieved by 2nd R. Sus-
sex Regt.

July 25th | Annezin Annequin To Bde. Reserve.

July 27th | Annequin Z.1 Sector (Cam- | Relieving 1st Camerons.

brin)

July 31t | Z.1 Annequin Relieved by 1st Cam-
erons.

Aug. 3rd | Annquin Za Relieving 15t Camerons.

Aug. 6th. | Z.x Annezin To Div. Reserve. Re-
lieved by 1st Loyal N.
Lancs.

Aug. 12th | Annezin Noyelles To Bde. Reserve. Re-
lieving 2nd R. Mun-
ster Fusiliers.

Aug. 15th | Noyelles * Y3 Relieving 1st Camerons.

Aug. 18th | Y3 Noyelles To Bde. Reserve.

Aug. 215t | Noyelles Ya Relieving 1st  Scots
Guards.

Aug. 24th | Y. Annezin To Div. Reserve.

Aug. 315t | Annezin Ferfay For rest and training.

The formation of the Guards Division about this time removed
the 15t Coldstream and 1st Scots Guards from the 1st Infantry
Brigade; their places were taken by the 8th Royal Berkshire
Regiment and the 10th Gloucestershire Regiment. The Guards,
with whom the Battalion had fought side by side since the
beginning of the war, and from whom it was sorry to part, were
layed out of the area by the band and pipers of The Black
atch.
From September 1st to September 20th the Battalion re-
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BATTLE OF LOOS, SEPTEMBER 25TH, 191§

mained in Brigade Reserve at Ferfay; this period of rest was the
longest from the line that the Battalion iad known since the
beginning of the war. Rigorous training was relieved by sport
and games, and some good concerts were given at nights. On
September 21st the Battalion marched to bivouacs in Le Marquet
Wood ; the weather was fine, the band played at night, and men
thoroughly enjoyed life. Dining by lantern light, to the sound
of music, the officers were tempted to make a comparison with
the evenings that had preceded the battle of Waterloo, a com-
parison that in some ways events proved true.

In the evening of the 23rd the Battalion marched to billets
at Verquin, in pouring rain, and at 6.45 p.m. on the 24th,
moved up to battle stations in “ Y »* section, east of Vermelles.
For four days there had been an intense bombardment of the
enemy’s lines; but on this night there was an absolute stillness,
only an occasional Véry light revealed the fact that a trench
system stretched across the silent plain of Loos.

2.—The Battle of Loos and the Action of
Hohenzollern Redoubt

Sir John French had decided that the I and IV Corps, in
conjunction with the French on the right, were to attack the
enemy from a point opposite the village of Grenay to the La
Bassée Canal; the Vermelles—Hulluch road divided the two
Corps, the IV Corps (in which was the 1st Division) being on the
right. “ Opposite the front of the main line of attack, the dis-
‘““tance between the enemy’s trenches and our own varied from
“about 100 to 500 yards. ... The country over which the
““advance took place is open, and overgrown with long grass and
“self-sown crops. . . . From the Vermelles—-Hulluch road south-
“‘ wards the advantage of height is on the enemy’s side, as far as
“the Bethune-Lens road.” 1

Over this open, slightly uphill ground, the 1st Division was to
attack; onitsright the 15th (Scottish) Division had been ordered
to take Loos Village and Hill 70; on its left, the 7th Division
had been allotted the task of capturing Cité St. Elie and the nor-
thern half of Hulluch Village. The objectives were to be reached
in two stages; for the 1st Division, the first was a line running
through the pit-head Puits 14 bis-Bois Hugo-Chalk Pit-the
south-west edge of Hulluch Village ; the second a support line of
trenches running from east of Bois Hugo to the south-east of
Hulluch, together with Puits 13 bis. The 1st Brigade on the right
and the 2nd Brigade on the left were to carry out this assault, with
the jrdinsupport;butasthemoreimportantpointsoftheobjective
were on the outer flanks of the attack, whicﬁ would thus possibly

1 Sir John French’s despatch.

43



THE FIRST BATTALION THE BLACK WATCH

diverge, an independent force (“ Green’s Force ), consisting
of the London Scottish and the gth Liverpool Regiment, under
Lieutenant Colonel W. E. Green, D.S.0., was ordered to follow
the attacking brigades, seize, and consolidate the intermediate
ground between Posen Alley and Vendin Alley.

The orders issued by the 1st Brigade, summarized, were as
follows : The enemy front system was to be attacked by the 8th
Royal Berkshire Regiment on the left and 10th Gloucester Regi-
ment on the right, Bois Carrée being the dividing line between
them. After the front line had been carried, the Berkshire
Regiment, reinforced by the Camerons from support, were to
advance on the southern half of Hulluch, followed by A company
of the 1st Black Watch, two sections R.E., and a Brigade “ wir-
ing > party, who were to consolidate positions in the German
support lines 700 yards west of Hulluch Village. The remainder
of The Black Watch were ordered to move into the front line
trenches as soon as the assault began, and there await orders.
Brigade Headquarters moved forward from Le Rutoire Farm to
Daly’s Passage.

On the morning of September 25th, gas was released from the
British trenches at 6 o’clock, and a heavy bombardment of the
German lines began. Half an hour later the attack opened, and
the Gloucester and Berkshire men disappeared into the smoke in
front. At the outset several men were obviously affected by the
gas, and many of the remainder were unable to keep the direction.
At 7.20 a.m. a message came through to the Brigade that some
men of the Cameron and Gloucester battalions were in the enemy
front line ; and by eight o’clock parties of all three attacking
battalions, mixed with various troops of the 7th Division, were
only 500 yards west of Hulluch, having captured two field guns
on the way.

But no more good news of this sort came through; and it was
soon evident that the 2nd Brigade on the right had fared badly,
since the trenches round Lone Tree were almost intact and
strongly wired; the Gloucesters, too, on the right of the 1st
Brigade, were losing their men fast. At g.10 a.m., therefore,
B company of The Black Watch was ordered to push forward
with its right on Bois Carrée, gain the first trench, and then swing
to its right. The Germans, however, had now recovered por-
tions of their front line, and only about thirty men of B company
reached the German lines, the remainder falling under enfilade
fire; none the less, the company was able to establish itself and
form a protective flank.

It was obvious that stronger measures than these were neces-
sary, and at 2 p.m. two battalions of the 3rd Brigade pushed
through between the Hulluch road and the Bois Carrée. A and
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THE FIRST BATTALION THE BLACK WATCH

C companies of The Black Watch followed them. A continuous
line was made, but no unit could advance, and when night fell,
the front of the 1st Division ran parallel with, and about twenty
yards west of, the La Bassée-Lens road. The night passed in
comparative quiet, but rain began as the darkness came down,
and the wet appeared to bring the gas out of the ground, adding
much to the discomfort of the troops.

The morning of the 26th broke fine, and as reserves had come
up during the night it was determined to renew the advance.
At 10 a.m. the Battalion received orders to attack with two
companies against the south edge of Hulluch. At 12 noon the
attack was cancelled, since the units on the right and left were
at that moment losing ground, and the Division on the right had
been definitely forced to retire.

In the meantime, the two companies in the front line had
gone forward ; but they achieved nothing more than the capture
of an advanced T-head trench. The divisions in Loos were also
losing heavily in counter-attacks, and the whole of the two corps
were temporarily on the defensive.

During the 27th the Battalion was withdrawn to Brigade
Reserve in the old front line, where Lieutenant Colonel C. E.
Stewart, now recovered from sickness, arrived on the 28th to take
up his command. On the night of the joth the Battalion
marched to Les Brebis, and after a short rest to billets in
Nceux-les-Mines. Although The Black Watch had not suffered
such great losses as some other units casualties were heavy.
Captain R. C. Anderson, Second Lieutenants Whyte, Moir
and W. Fraser were killed, together with 60 other ranks;
Captains Cooke, Campbell and Hay, Lieutenant Erskine-Bolst,
Second Lieutenants Gunn and Ritchie, with 151 other ranks, were
wounded ; 61 other ranks were missing. Reinforcements were
waiting at Neeux, which brought the Battalion up to a strength
of 20 officers and 836 other ranks—indispensable reinforcements,
for the battle was not yet over and every day saw new British or
German attacks over the same ground.

The 1st Brigade was ordered to take over the front line
again on October §th, The Black Watch holding some partially
completed trenches near the Chalk Pit, where, in spite of heavy
shelling, they dug hard during the next two days. On the night
of the 7th they were relieved, and spent two more days in digging
near Lone Tree, taking over the line west of Hulluch on the
night of the 1oth. The situation had changed very little since
the 27th of September; but a heavy German attack on October
3rd had recaptured a large part of the Hohenzollern Redoubt.
To remedy this loss the 46th (Midland) Division were ordered
up to attack on October 13th; and on their right the 1st Division,
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HOHENZOLLERN REDOUBT, OCTOBER §ta, 1915

with a smoke and gas screen, were to assist by attacking the Ger-
man front line south-west of Hulluch.

On this day B and C companies of the Battalion were holding
the front line, with A and D in a new assembly trench sixty yards
behind; 14 officers and 536 other ranks went into action. At
2 p.m. two platoons each of B and C went forward to take the
two cross-roads that lie west of the southern part of Hulluch on
the Lens-La Bassée road. The ground was flat and open, and
they reached the German trenches in three minutes; but the
wire was thick and uncut, and both the attackers and the support-
ing platoons of B company, who followed on behind with picks
and shovels, lost many men from the fire of machine guns on
either flank.

In Fortescue’s History of the Army there is one poignant
sentence that sums up the charge of the 42nd Highlanders at
Ticonderoga. ‘ Not once only, but thrice more, the British, and
“the Americans with them, hurled themselves desperately
““ against the French stronghold, only to be beaten back time
““after time, until the inner abattis was hung with wisps of
““scarlet, like poppies that grow through a hedge of thorn.”
Here was another Ticonderoga; but here were no sunlit over-
hanging woods nor ranks of scarlet—only rows of drab figures
that ran a little way into a cloud of green gas and sulphurous
smoke, and after fifty yards were lost to view. Let the War
Diary tell what happened to them.

“ 2.45 p.m.—A and D companies sent up supporting platoons
“ to assist with fire, and at 3.15 p.m. D company sent up other
“ two platoons, who were much harried by machine gun fire.
““ A sent forward a second, and, after, a third platoon. 4 p.m.—
“ Again the right platoon of B was reported to have got in. More
“ bombs were sent up. The report was incorrect; the bombs
“ never reached the front companies.

“ 4.45 p.-m.—Lieutenant Mercer collected some bombers of
‘ the Northamptonshire Regiment, who assisted our party on
“ the right flank. (The ¢ party > now consisted of only one man.)
¢ The left platoon of C company was reported to have got into
“ the trench near here, but had only got into the wire. 7.25 p.m.
¢ —Instructions received to hold present position until further
‘“ orders. Every officer of the Battalion who had left our trench
‘ had become a casualty. -

“8.50 p.m.—A patrol of men, under Lieutenant Mercer,
“reconnoitred the sunken road leading to the right of our
‘ objective, as it was rumoured that the Berkshires had reached
‘ the cross-roads. The rumour was unfounded, and everyone in
“the patrol was either killed or wounded. 12.20 a.m., 14th
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“ October.—The Battalion reorganized, holding the British
“ front line.”

It was only on the morning of the 14th that the events of the
attack were known and the situation understood. On the left the
battalions of the 46th Division had taken about half of the Hohen-
zollern Redoubt, though with very heavy losses; but the 1st
Division, suffering almost equal losses, had hardly made any
headway. The Black Watch, throughout the afternoon and even-
ing, had made one attempt after another to penetrate the belts
of wire; they had never been able to close with the enemy, but
the list of casualties reveals the courage of their efforts, in the
face of unlocated bombing saps and machine guns. Six officers,
Second Lieutenants Paton, X Fraser, Ballantyne, Hutchison,
Hayes and Mercer, and 33 other ranks had been killed; Lieutenant
Merrylees, Second Lieutenants Home, Lamb and Young, and
163 other ranks had been wounded, and 33 other ranks were
missing.

Few actions aroused more criticism at the time than the
battle of Loos, but it is certain that The Black Watch, with
other units of its Division, had once more given the enemy
a proof of their spirit. General Capper of the 7th Division,
who was killed at Loos, used to say: “We are here to do the
“impossible.” In that temper the Battalion had gone into
battle; it came out of action with spirit unsubdued.

3.—The Autumn of 191§ and the Loos Salient

On the afternoon of the 14th of October the Battalion was
relieved in the line by the 15th County of London Regiment, and
marched back through Le Rutoire and Sailly Labourse to
Nceux-les-Mines railway station. Entraining was completed about
midnight, and everyone settled down to sleep until the arrival in
Lillers, about noon on the 15th. The next fortnight was spent
here in refitting and training, varied by boxing tournaments,
organized both by the Brigade and Battalion.

After a train journey back to Nceux-les-Mines on the 28th, a
march was made to Houchin; it is worth noting that the
inhabitants were far from friendly, and only with difficulty
were any billets found. The sequel is that when, a few weeks
later, The Black Watch again visited Houchin, they were very
warmly received—which goes to prove, if proof were needed, that
the men of the Regiment had a way of endearing themselves to
the French inhabitants of their billets. On this day A company?

2 A company consisted of Captain W. D. McL. Stewart, Lieut. Murray
Menzies, Second Lieutenants I. D. Brown, J. C. Murray and R. Alexander, and
204 other ranks. :
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IN DIVISIONAL RESERVE, NOVEMBER, 1915

marched over to Labuissiére, where representatives of the 1st
Division were inspected by H.M. the King. (It was just after
this inspection that His Majesty was injured by his horse falling.)

The 29th and 3oth were spent in training, and on the 31st the
Battalion marched back to Lillers; the daily strength return
for this day showed 25 officers and 627 other ranks, and the
Battalion was strong enough to profit by the fortnight of training
that followed. Throughout 1915 the use, both by the Allies and
Germans, of the hand grenade became more and more general ;
every company formed selected parties of bombers who were
specially trained for the attack on enemy trenches. In some corps
in 1916 so much reliance was placed on the hand grenade that
the training with rifle and bayonet suffered considerably. The
rifle grenade was also freely used by both sides, but this weapon
was never so much used or so highly developed as were the various
forms of trench mortars. The only incident of note is the inspec-
tion of the 1st Brigade by the Commander of the IV Corps,
Lieutenant General Sir Henry Rawlinson, on the 10th of Novem-
ber. Addressing The Black Watch, he congratulated it on the
gallantry shown on the 25th of September. Otherwise the days
were spent in the ordinary training of drill and musketry, with
football in the afternoon (the London Scottish were favourite
opponents), and a concert or boxing in the evening.

A long spell of existence in trenches on the Loos front was to
follow, and on the 14th of November the Battalion moved back
by train to Nceux, and on the same night marched up to the
trenches in “ A.1.,”” west of Loos, relieving the 8th London
Regiment in the line. The 8th Royal Berkshire Regiment was
in the line on the left, and the French 77th Regiment on the
right. After the past fighting it was to be expected that the
trenches in this district would be in poor condition, and continu-
ous work was needed to prevent wet weather and the enemy’s
shelling from making them impassable.

The 10th Gloucester Regiment relieved the Battalion on the
17th of November, and it moved back into Divisional Reserve at
Houchin, where, as has been said, it was well received. On the
24th it was inspected, with the rest of the 1st Brigade, by the
Commander-in-Chief, Field Marshal Sir John French. After
referring to the previous successes of the Brigade in the cam-

aign, the Commander-in-Chief praised the fine work of the

rigade at Loos; speaking afterwards of The Black Watch, and
referring to the great record of the 42nd, he said that in his
opinion the honour “ Loos ?” was as splendid as any borne on their
colours. He also commented to the Commanding Officer on the
good appearance of the Battalion.

After a week the Battalion marched up to Philosophe in
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Brigade Reserve, and on the 2gth took over the right half of the
Brigade sector (B.1) from the 8th Royal Berks Regiment. This
was the trench system facing the corner of Hulluch Village. The
village lies at the bottom of a badly drained chalk valley ; the front
line was at the foot of a slope which rose westward to higher
ground and was overlooked by the high pit-heads of Cité St.
Elie in the German front line. From all directions the natural
drainage fell towards the British line, and between shell fire and
weather the trenches were mere pools of chalky mud. So difficult
were the communication trenches that occasionally a ration
Earty would be out all night, and yet not have gained the front
ine by daybreak.

The 8th Royal Berkshire Regiment relieved the Battalion
on the 2nd of December, and was in turn relieved by it on
the 5th; the three days in support had been spent at Lone Tree,
the old German front line north of Loos, and large working
parties of The Black Watch had been repairing the trenches in
that area. The employment of the rifle grenade grew much more
general about this time. The Germans had made considerable
use of this weapon all the summer, and now men in
every platoon were trained as rifle grenadiers. In spite of
continuous work on communication trenches and rear approaches,
when the Battalion was relieved, on the 8th of December, by
the 6th Welch Regiment, it took three and a half hours to com-
plete the move from the support positions to Mazingarbe, a
distance of under four miles.

On the 14th of December the Battalion relieved the Loyal
North Lancashire Regiment, in trenches east of Loos (A.1 sector).
Here similar conditions existed, with the additional fact that
Hill 70, on the right, overlooked the trenches, and helped the
enemy’s shelling to be as accurate as it was heavy. The Camerons
took over this sector on the 17th, the Battalion marching back
to Brigade Reserve in Philosophe, and going up again on the 20th
to rglieve the Camerons, who again relieved the Battalion on the
23rd.

The second Christmas in France was spent in support
in Gun Alley, poor trenches full of mud and water, which the
Battalion willingly handed over to the South Wales Borderers on
the 26th of December. The signallers, as was the custom, were
relieved in daylight, and on this occasion the amount of movement
round Battalion Headquarters resulted in heavy shelling on this
position. One shell burst in a cellar, in which the runners and
signallers lived; 3 were killed and 3 wounded, but 7 others,
though buried, were rescued uninjured.

Buses were waiting at Philosophe, and by 10 p.m. the
Battalion was in billets at Nceux-les-Mines, where it remained
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AT REST, DECEMBER, 1915-JANUARY, 1916

until the 1st of January. In order to make sure that the men
should have their New Year’s dinners while the Battalion was
“at rest,” New Year’s Day was this year celebrated on
December 3oth.

The evening of New Year’s Day found the Battalion relieving
the King’s Royal Rifle Corps in front of Hulluch ; the tour in the
line was now in most places standardized to three days, and
on the 4th the Battalion was relieved by the Cameron High-
landers. On this day Lieutenant Colonel C. E. Stewart, who had
commanded the 1st Black Watch since November 1st, 1914, left
to take command of the 154th Brigade in the §ist (Highland)
Division, and handed over command of the Battalion to Major
J. G. H. Hamilton, D.S.0.

It was the last time the Regiment was to see Colonel Stewart.
His high qualities as a leader had long been recognized,-and
he was given command of the 154th Brigade in January, 1916,
which he commanded until September, 1916. He was unfortu-
nately killed by a stray shell when going round the forward
trenches.

After three days in reserve at Philosophe, the Battalion moved
up to relieve the Camerons, and on the 10th was again relieved
by them, and went into the support trenches, the old German
front line. This was the last visit of the 1st Black Watch to the
Hulluch trenches, which were left without regret. On the 13th
of January troops of the 15th Division took over the sector,
the Battalion marching back to billets in Noeux-les-Mines. Next
morning a move was made by train to Lillers; from there the
Battalion marched to its billets at Allouagne, in the corps reserve
and training area.

4.—The Spring of 1916

The Battalion spent a quiet month at Allouagne. General
Joffre visited the town on the 20th when Captain Lumsden and
a hundred men formed a Guard of Honour at Ferfay, and the
Battalion lined the streets of Allouagne. On the 17th of February
the Battalion again moved forward by train from Lillers to Nceux,
and thence by march to billets in Mazingarbe. The comment in
the War Diary of the day reads: “ The weather is horribly rough
“and very wet.” On the 2oth the Battalion relieved the 1st
Northamptonshire Regiment in the left half of the Maroc
sector.

The striking landmark of this front was the well-known
“ Double Crassier,” always known in the Regiment as the “ Twa
Bings.” The Bings were two parallel slag-heaps which had been
captured by the 47th Division at the Battle of Loos. BX this
time, however, the line had been driven back a little, and only
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the western ends were held by the British. The tops of the Bings
were about twenty yards apart, and the hollow between them
was filled with wire.

The southern Bing was occupied for about fifty yards, the
trench ending in a T-head, which was almost within bombing
distance of the German T-head that faced it. A similar trench,
T-headed, ran out about 140 yards along the northern Bing, and
a communication trench, linking the Bings up with the system of
trenches near Loos, went obliquely down the northern slope of
this Bing.

The end of the Crassiers always received a good deal of atten-
tion from the enemy’s artillery, but the good dug-outs which
existed there prevented heavy casualties. On the top of the
Bings there was a good deal of sniping; the pithead spoilbanks
and winding towers made observation easy in all directions, and it
was hard to know whether trench sentries were not exposed to
enemy observation. The trenches running up the west end were
continually blown in by shell fire, and in spite of being observed,
parties of men would zig-zag over the open to the top. Indeed,
to an observer from Maroc, the Bings often seemed like great
ant-heaps, with khaki-coloured ants running up and down, occa-
sionally being dispersed by a puff of smoke, burrowing for a while,
and then running off again.

The first tour in this sector lasted until the 23rd, and though
there was some snow there was also hard frost, and the trenches
could be kept comparatively comfortable and in good order. On
the 23rd the Camerons came up to take over the line, and the
Battalion went back to South Maroc in support. After three
days here, the Battalion relieved the Camerons on the 26th, and
were again relieved by them on the 29th, going back to Les
Brebis in Brigade Reserve. The last few days had been trying, as
a thaw and rain set in, and all fire trenches and communication
trenches gradually collapsed as the frost came out of the
ground.

Until the 8th of March, the Battalion stayed in Les Brebis,
providing each night large working parties for the forward
defences. It was bitterly cold all the time, and snow fell almost
daily. At Les Brebis, on the 7th of March, Captain J. W. C.
Stubbs, M.C., the Medical Officer, left the Battalion to fill a
higher appointment at Divisional Headquarters. Captain Stubbs
had joined the Battalion on a very dark and busy night on the
Menin road in November, 1914. Since then, besides being
indefatigable in his care of wounded and sick, he had also been
largely responsible for organizing the brass band which for over
a year now had been a great asset in billets and on the march.
¢ Stubbo ” had deservedly earned the affection of all ranks, and

52



TABLE OF MOVES, SPRING AND SUMMER, 1916
Darz From To
March gth | Les Brebis Line (Right Loos | Relieving R. Sussex
Sector) Regt.
March 12th| Line N. Maroc To Bde. Reserve. Re-
lieved by Camerons.
March 15th| N. Maroc Line Relieving 15t Camerons.
March 18th| Line Old German front | To support. Relieved
line by Camerons.
March 215t | Support Les Brebis To Bde. Reserve.
March 27th| Les Brebis Line (Right Maroc | Relieving K.R.R.C.
Sector)
March 3oth| Line S. Maroc To support. Relieved
by Camerons.
April 2nd | Support Line Relieving Camerons.
April sth | Line Support Relieved by Camerons.
April 8th | Support Petit Sains To Div. Reserve.
April 14th | Petit Sains Line (Left Loos | Relieving K.R.R.C.
Sector)
April 17th | Line O.G. Line To support. Relieved
by Camerons.
April 20th | Support Line Relieving Camerons.
April 23rd | Line Support Relieved by Camerons.
April 26th | Support Les Brebis To Div. Reserve.
May 2nd | Les Brebis Line (Right Maroc | Relieving Loyal N.
Sector) Lancs. (3rd Bde.).
May 8th | Line S. Maroc To support. Relieved
by Camerons.
May 13th | S. Maroc Les Brebis To Div. Reserve.
May 18th | Les Brebis Line (Calonne Sec- | Relieving King’s Regt.
tor) (3rd Bde.).
May 22nd | Line Calonne village To support. Relieved
by Camerons.
May 26th | Support Line Relieving Camerons.
May 3oth | Line Bully Grenay To Bde. Reserve.
June 2nd | Bully Grenay | Les Brebis To Div. Reserve. Re-
lieved by 3rd Bde.
June 10th | Les Brebis Line (Left Maroc | Relieving R. Sussex
Sector) Regt. (3rd Bde.).
June 14th | Line N. Maroc To support. Relieved
by Camerons.
June 18th | Maroc Les Brebis To Div. Reserve. Re-
lieved by Loyal N.
Lancs.
June 22nd | Les Brebis Line (Calonne Sec- | Relieving 1st Glouces-
tor) ters.
June 25th | Line Support Relieved by Camerons.
June 29th | Support Line Relieving Camerons.
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the news of his leaving the Battalion was received with genuine
regret.

Between the beginning of March and the opening of the
Somme battle, the 1st Division rang all the possible changes of
dispositions and reliefs in the four miles of line that faced Lens
from the north-east. The various moves of the Battalion are
shown on the accompanying table. The area in which the
Division lay was divided into five battalion fronts.

On the right, the Calonne sector, whose support positions
were the cellars of Calonne Village, had recently been taken over.
Those at Calonne had been largely built up of palisade work,
with narrow communication trenches : excellent in a quiet sector,
but useless against much artillery or trench mortar fire. Trenches
were continually blown in, and, as can be imagined, there are
few materials harder to dig through than a mixture of woodwork,
revetting wire and earth. One section of the front line, being
blown in, could not be repaired, and had to be abandoned.

In the left half of this sector was the ‘ Burning Bing,” a
slag-heap which had either caught fire or been purposely fired.
It smoked continuously, and at times burst into flames, which
the troops had to smother with earth. This locality was always
hot, and excessively dirty, and the men looked like coal miners
when coming away from it. The sector, as a whole, was an active
one, with a great deal of artillery, heavy trench mortar and rifle
grenade fire; and in one ordinary tour of four days the Battalion
lost 4 officers wounded, 9 other ranks killed, and 38 other ranks
wounded.

The right Maroc sector, immediately to the south of the
“Twa Bings,” was a marked contrast. Here the trenches were
good, and the line usually quiet. For example, between the 2nd
and 8th of May, when the Battalion was holding the line,
only one man was wounded. The left Maroc sector contained
the “ Double Crassier,” and has already been described.

Next on the left lay the right Loos sector, through the front
line of which the main Lens-Béthune road ran at an angle; near
the road two large mine craters, “ Hart’s ” and “ Harrison’s,” had
been blown and occupied by our troops. The German line lay
along higher ground, as high as Hill 70, to the north; hence the
sector was tactically important and was steadily shelled and
battered by trench mortars. From this area the line turned
eastwards, and the left Loos sector ran from the south-east of
Loos Village, by the Loos Crassier, in the direction of Quarry
Wood. It was quieter than the “right Loos,” but many mines
were dug at this time, and in consequence the Battalion had
to find heavy working parties.

The Brigade Reserve positions along this front were Bully
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IN THE TRENCHES, FEBRUARY-APRIL, 1916

Grenay and Les Brebis, mining villages built round pit-heads;
Petit Sains, a similar village less than four miles from the line,
held the Divisional Reserve. These areas were being increasingly
shelled by high-velocity guns, and the Battalion’s transport,
which began by billeting about two miles from the line, was
driven back, with that of other units, into quarters near Petit
Sains.

The Battalion, it will be remembered, had encountered bad
weather at the “ Twa Bings ” in February; this persisted during
March, and snow fell almost daily. At the beginning of April,
however, it changed, and for the most part the spring was fine
and warm. In such conditions, good, comfortable trenches were
built, but heavy thunder showers in June spoilt much of the work,
and at the last relief the Battalion handed over trenches that were
in very poor condition. During this last tour of all, a * Bantam ”
battalion was attached for instruction. To suit their few inches
the height of the parapet had to be lowered, which may have
helped the “Bantams” considerably, but was dangerous for men
of The Black Watch.
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CHAPTER 1V
juLy 6TH, 1916, TO MAY, 1917

1.—The Battle of the Somme

EFORE the summer of 1916 the strength of the British

Army in France had been increased by a number of

new divisions. But the German effort had also grown,

and for some months the group of armies under the

Crown Prince had continued to attack the French positions

round Verdun in great strength. Brilliant as was their defence,

the French had not been able to drive back the Germans to their
original positions, and Verdun remained in some danger.

It was decided therefore to lighten the pressure on the French
armies by launching a strong offensive on the Somme front.
For this attack new railheads were built, and the necessary
supplies of guns, ammunition and stores were collected.

Such preparations, followed by a heavy bombardment,
necessarily gave warning to the enemy where the blow was to
fall ; the 1nitial attack was only in part successful, and after a few
weeks, heavy rain had covered the whole valley of the Somme
with a layer of chalky mud which greatly impeded the move-
ment of troops and rendered the success of subsequent attacks
all the more difficult. The heavy shell fire of these attacks broke
up the drainage system of the entire area, and prevented any
improvement in these conditions from taking place.

No battalion, nor even division, can boast of large captures of
ground or prisoners during the Battle of the Somme. But every
tactical objective that was proposed was gained, sooner or later,
and the constant attacks, repeated week after week until the
late winter, shook the confidence of the German Army and began
that decline of its-moral, which continued until the end of the
war. It added to the general feeling of elation when the hard-
pressed soldiers in any British trench realized that opposite
them some enemy trench was being shelled even more heavily
than their own. British tanks were here employed for the first
time, and though not wholly successful on their first trial, they
were to the British soldier a symbol that the Allies had now
begun to surpass the enemy in material strength and mechanical
invention.

On the 6th July, 1916, the Battalion entrained at Béthune
for the Somme. Arriving at Doullens that evening, it marched
to Naours, north of Amiens, and billeted for the night. The
route from Doullens passed through scenes of great activity;
motor convoys, in an endless file, were taking fresh formations
to the battlefield, and on the return journey, bringing out all
that was left of the divisions which had been in the line since
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CONTALMAISON, JULY, 1916

the first attack a week before. In the villages by the roadside,
troops fresh from the fighting turned out to greet The Black
Watch, and many were the friendly jokes and words of advice on
the best ways of dealing with the Hun. One homely and well-
meaning corporal, with his pipe in his mouth and his coat un-
buttoned, walked into the middle of the road as the Pipe Band
and Headquarters were passing, and delivered a long harangue
of tactical advice. This was too much for Sergeant Major Scott,
who ordered him to “ take his pipe out of his mouth, button
““up his coat, stand to attention, and salute the old Army.”

After four days of marching in very bad weather,the Battalion
reached the battle area, by way of Molliens aux Bois, Baizieux and
Albert; and on July 1oth took over a position (Scott’s Redoubt)
in the old British front line in front of Becourt. On the same
day, troops of the 23rd Division attacked and took Contalmaison,
in which they were relieved on the night of the 11/12th by the
Battalion and the 8th Royal Berkshires. The fighting was con-
tinuous in this part of the line, and within an hour or two of the
relief, the Germans were making a strong counter-attack against
the village; but they were driven back, and with heavy losses.
. Later in the day, this success was followed up by an advance that
brought our line in front of Contalmaison Wood, where four
enemy guns were captured by the Battalion.

For one day there was a comparative lull; then on the 14th
two platoons, approaching under cover of darkness from opposite
directions, captured the fortification known as Contalmaison Villa.
As was natural when the advance had been so indirect, there was
a difficulty in organizing a new line; and two officers attached
to Battalion Headquarters, Lieutenants Marcus Gunn and
Duncan Murray-Menzies, who had exceeded their instructions
by joining the fighting, behaved very gallantly in helping the re-
organization. Lieutenant Gunn returned to report the new line;
but his night’s work was not yet over; in an old dug-out he
discovered twelve Germans who had taken refuge on the failure
of their counter-attack of the 12th. Except for a clasp-knife, he
was unarmed ; but he threatened them vigorously with the knife,
which they took to be a revolver, and brought them in as
prisoners.

The casualties of the night were not heavy; but among
others, one gallant soldier, who had served the regiment faith-
fully in many a fight, was killed—Private George, runner to
Lieutenant Gunn.

On the night of the 14th, The Black Watch was relieved and
moved back to Divisional Reserveat Albert ; on the 2zoth and 25th
the Battalion was in the line for very short periods, which call for
no comment. The whole Division went back to rest in the
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THE FIRST BATTALION THE BLACK WATCH

Baizieux area on the 25th July, and here the Battalion held their
regimental games, and welcomed many officers of the Regiment
from other formations.

On August 14th the Battalion moved forward to Bécourt,
near Albert, and on the next day held support positions in
Bazentin-le-Petit. The Battalion now held the old German line
which ran south of Bazentin-le-Petit Wood, and the enemy were
defending the ridge north and west of High Wood. Between the
two positions ran an old communication trench, known as the
‘Intermediate Trench.” The eastern end was held by the
Battalion, the western end by the enemy, and strong barricades
defined the two spheres. Before the next ridge could be taken,
this trench had to be captured. The 34th Division, whom the 1st
Division had relieved, had tried several times to gain the small
portion of the “ Intermediate Trench ” that still held out, but
with no success. On the 16th, three platoons of D company
launched a surprise attack from the Battalion’s section of the
trench, bombing their way down, while patrols tried to envelop
the enemy’s barricade from both flanks. This, too, was un-
successful ; Lieutenant Urquhart, one of the many gallant men
who left the Scottish Ministry to fight for their country, and
one other soldier was killed ; Lieutenant Templeton and 14 other
ranks were wounded, and § others missing.

While relieving the Camerons on the night of the 17th, the
Battalion lost a good many men from shell fire, but none the less,
all four companies attacked the ““ Intermediate Trench ”’ on the
following morning. At 4.1§ a.m., after a two minutes’ intense
bombardment, A company on the left, and B on the right, fol-
lowed a creeping barrage ; behind them C company advanced on
the left and D company on the right. The left met with no
great resistance, but the right could not push forward, so great
was the enemy’s volume of fire, and the operation proved a
failure. Lieutenant J. M. Scott and 12 other ranks were killed ;
Lieutenants D. A. Miller, R. S. Macpherson, D. L. Munro,
and 75 other ranks were wounded; and Lieutenants Skey and
Macdougall, with 40 other ranks, were missing.

Once again the 1st Brigade attacked this trench, and once
again failed ; it was never taken by direct assault, but a few days
later the 15th (Scottish) Division encircled it by night, and at
daylight the garrison found themselves completely surrounded,
and surrendered after an hour. It was then found that the
position of the enemy barricades, taken from the Corps map,
was 270 yards further to the east than had appeared. The con-
tours of the ground had hidden the barricades from direct
observation, and heavy shelling made air photography difficult,
so that 270 yards of the enemy’s trench had never been
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ATTACK ON HIGH WOOD, SEPTEMBER 3rp, 1916

dealt with, and the companies had been outflanked as they
attacked.

On the 19th the Battalion moved back into support at
Mametz Wood, the whole Brigade marching back to Divisional
Reserve on the 20th. Until the 27th the Battalion was billeted in
trenches in the Quadrangle Wood area; accommodation, where
it existed, was very bad, but fortunately the weather was fine. A
draft of 3 officers and 361 other ranks was very welcome, as the
Battalion was feeling the constant drain made on its strength by
these small attacks.

On August 27th, The Black Watch relieved the 2nd Welch
Regiment in the line in front of High Wood, returning to Quad-
rangle Wood on the 31st. The weather had broken, and the tour
was wet, muddy and full of discomfort, apart from the heavy
shelling. For only one hour in the four days did the rain cease, an
event so remarkable that Colonel Bartlett, Commanding the 8th
Berkshire Regiment,sent the Battalion a message by carrier-pigeon
through the Corps loft: “Floods subsiding ; herewith dove!”

After only one day in support, the Battalion returned to the
High Wood trenches on September 2nd. On September 3rd, The
Black Watch, together with the Camerons on the right, attacked
High Wood and the ground to the east of it; A, C and D com-
panies were in the line, with B company in reserve. At 12 noon,
which was fixed for Zero, a mine was successfully blown in the
enemy front line, and flammenwerfers and oil-can projectors
added to the efficiency of the barrage. On the right, everything
went well, the right company Black Watch and the Camerons
occupying the lip of the crater; but the whole advance was
checked by an unfortunate occurrence on the left, where our
trench mortar shells were falling very short. A company alone
lost 75 per cent of its strength through this cause. Had the
Divisions on the flanks been advancing in line, the mishap might
have been remedied; but the attack was on a narrow front and
isolated. Forty prisoners, however, were taken. The Battalion’s
losses were heavy ; Lieutenants Marcus Gunn and Dixon died of
wounds, Lieutenants Wells, Preston and Godfrey were missing ;
37 other ranks had been killed, 123 wounded, and 36 were missing.
By the death of Lieutenant Gunn the Battalion lost an officer
who had for eighteen months displayed all the qualities of a leader
of men, and who had shown a wonderful example of coolness
and great courage in many critical periods.

Gradually the 1st Division was withdrawn from the line to
Army Reserve, the Battalion passing by stages through Bazentin-
le-Grand (September 4th), Black Wood, near Albert (September
5th), and via Millencourt to La Houssoye (September 1oth).
Meanwhile two drafts had arrived from home, the one 70, the
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other over 300 strong. Six days were spent at La Houssoye, and
then the Battalion, on the 16th of September, marched to Bresle,
where the billets were very indifferent; but even the worst billet
was a pleasant change from the muddy trenches of the Somme
front, and the Battalion was thoroughly rested and re-equipped.

On the 17th came the sad news of the death of Brigadier
General C. E. Stewart, Commanding the 154th Brigade §i1st
Division. Charles Edward Stewart had joined the 2nd Battalion
in 1889. In Matabeleland he had commanded The Black Watch
Section of the Highland Company of Mounted Infantry; during
the South African War he first commanded a company of the
2nd Battalion, and later was appointed Signalling Officer to the
Highland Brigade. From 1904 to 1908 he had been Adjutant to
the 6th Volunteer Battalion of The Black Watch. The outbreak
of war found him acting in command of the 2nd Battalion in
India during the absence of Colonel Campbell, and Stewart was
responsible for the rapid mobilization and excellent organization
which preceded the embarkation of the 2nd Battalion for
France. In September, 1914, he succeeded to the command of
the 1st Battalion on the death of Lieutenant Colonel Grant Duff
on the Aisne. He was mentioned three times in despatches and
awarded the C.M.G. A man of the highest ideals, no soldier had
served the Regiment more faithfully, and none had rendered
better service. His death was keenly felt among all ranks in all
battalions of The Black Watch.

Lieutenant Colonel J. G. H. Hamilton, D.S.0., now left the
Battalion to take over the Brigade lately commanded by General
Stewart, and was succeeded in command of the Battalion by
Major V. M. Fortune, D.S.0.

During the absence of the 1st Division from the line, the 47th
(London) Division had taken Mametz Wood, and were holding
the line about threequarters of a mile to the north of High Wood.
The Battalion moved forward to Albert on the 18th, and took
over from the 47th Division, on the night of the 19th, a portion
of the line opposite Flers. During the relief, 2 most important

art of the trench, which connected the line of the 1st Division
with that held by the New Zealand Division on the right, was re-
taken by the enemy. Within an hour or two, “ Drop Alley,” or
the “ Cough Drop,” as it was called from its curious shape, had
been captured by B company. Altogether the Battalion only spent
forty-eight hours on this tour of duty, but in that short time it
lost Second Lieutenant J. E. Denniston, died of wounds, 6 other
ranks killed, and 32 other ranks wounded.

On relief, the Battalion spent two days in Mametz Wood,
and on the 24th, owing to the tactical situation, was ordered for-
ward in two detachments. Headquarters with A and B companies
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ATTACK ON THE FLERS LINE, SEPTEMBER, 1916

went in support of the 3rd Brigade in the Flers line, and Cand D
companies relieved the 2nd Munster Fusiliers in the front line
of the sector. This sector sloped downwards from Flers on the
right, through a narrow and shallow valley, to Eaucourt ’Abbaye
on the Albert-Bapaume road; the “ Flers line” was the old
front and support system of the enemy, and much of it, on the
left, was sti]f in enemy hands.

On this day, the New Zealand Division was ordered to attack
a switch trench called ¢ Goose Alley,” which ran to the right,
away from the right bombing post; C and D companies were to
assist by attacking down the Flers trenches, front and support
in the direction of Eaucourt ’Abbaye, thus helping to prevent
counter-attacks. Before seven o’clock D company was estab-
lished in the old front line, C company in the old support line;
each had a bombing post where the enemy’s section of the trench
began. Within an hour of arrival the enemy made a determined
bombing attack up the Flers front line, drove in the D company
bombing post, and turned down the communication trench
into C company’s area. Here, fortunately, they encountered
Captain W. D. McL. Stewart sitting down to his breakfast; he
was quite equal to the emergency, and with Sergeant Barclay
drove them back with bombs, the few survivors escaping by the
way they had come. In a short time he had re-established D
company’s front post, but in the moment of his success fell shot
through the head ; it is certain that but for the bravery and vigour
he showed, the main attack later could not have been launched.

The loss of so popular an officer as Captain McL. Stewart
was keenly felt. He had served with distinction in the 2nd Bat-
talion in 191§ until wounded in the orchard near Chocolat Menier
Corner. After a short period at Nigg he returned to France,
joined the 1st Battalion and distinguished himself throughout
the fighting on the Somme by his coolness and daring.

Captain Feiling, Intelligence Officer of the Battalion, at once
took over command of C company in the line.

In spite of all difficulties the attack was carried out exactly at
twelve noon, and regardless of heavy resistance met with in the
Flers support line, ten prisoners were taken and about 40 enemy
killed; the Battalion casualties were Captain McL. Stewart,
Second Lieutenant Husband, and 35 other ranks killed ; Second
Lieutenant Macfarlane-Grieve and 74 other ranks wounded ; and
7 other ranks missing. One company of the South Wales Borderers
did invaluable work by bringing up bombs. Mention must be
made of Corporal Hay, who, although severely wounded, pulled
himself to the top of a barricade, where in full view of the enemy
he continued to direct his platoon ; for this he was recommended
for the Victoria Cross, and was awarded the D.C.M. Private

61



THE FIRST BATTALION THE BLACK WATCH

King, a noted figure in the Brigade, and most popular in the
Battalion, was shot through the head as he served his Vickers gun
over the bombing post of C company.

Often had the gallantry and efficiency of the New Zealand
Division been praised, and as in this attack they started slightly
in rear of the Battalion, their advance could be plainly seen; in
the judgment of many officers, no finer exhibition of steadiness
under fire could have been given.

That night the Battalion was relieved, and marched back to
Mametz Wood, and from there, on the 27th, to Bresle. On
October 3rd the Brigade moved by bus to Mianny, between Abbe-
ville and the sea, where all enjoyed the first real rest since the
beginning of the war, in a town where the sound of guns could
hardly be heard. An unfortunate accident marred this rest period,
for Lieutenant MacMillan, when instructing at the Divisional
School, was killed by the premature explosion of a bomb.

On October 31st, the Battalion moved back by bus toa camp in
Hennacourt Wood. Close at hand was the ITI Corps Headquarters,
where a former Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Hugh
Rose, of Kilravock, was camp commandant ; he paid several visits
to the Battalion, and all ranks were delighted to see their old friend

again.

" The winter of 1916 was uneventful; so terribly had the
Somme valley been devastated by shell fire that movement on a
large scale was impossible, and the Battalion, in common with
many others, went monotonously in and out of the line, wiring,
working and training in the muddy back areas. On the very first
day in the line, the 20th November, Captains Feiling and Ander-
son were killed; and from then to the end of December there
was a small but constant flow of casualties. The Battalion’s move-
ments during this period are summarized in the table below:

Moves in the Somme Area ; Winter of 1916/1917

1916 1917

Nov. sth. Bécourt. Jan. 1oth. Albert.

» 16th. High Wood. » 23rd. Warloy.

» 20th. Inline, Eaucourt  Feb. 4th. Hamei

I’Abbaye. » 7th. Marley.

»» 22nd. Mametz Wood. »s  8th. Chuignes.

»» 27th. Bazentin-le-Petit. » I4th. Inline, Barleux.
Dec. sth. Inline, Eaucourt. » 27th. Assevillers.

» 9th. Bazentin-le-Petit.  Mar. 3rd. Chuignolles.

» I17th. Mametz Wood. ,» I2th. In line, Barleux.

»» 2Ist. Inline, Eaucourt. » I5th. Becquincourt.

» 25th. Bazentin-le-Petit. » 16th. Enemy retire-

» 29th. Road-making near ment began.

Fricourt.









GERMAN RETIREMENT, MARCH, 1917

On March 16th, 1917, the German Army began the retire-
ment that was to take it back to the shorter, stronger, and well-
prepared positions of the Hindenburg Line, leaving to the
British the task of evolving communications out of the muddy
area which they evacuated. Such a move was the logical out-
come of the determined Allied attacks in the summer of 1916 ; the
enemy was no longer able to maintain his position on so wide a
front, and while he had yet time, broke away from the impending
battle.

Infantry pursuit was impossible, and The Black Watch only
moved forward to the banks of the Somme, where the Cavalry
Corps and Cyclists, followed by two fresh Divisions, passed
through, and the 1st Division was withdrawn to the area round
Rosiéres. The Commander-in-Chief, Sir Douglas Haig, moved
up to advanced Headquarters at Caix, and during his stay, the
Battalion had the honour of providing his guard. The Com-
mander-in-Chief afterwards wrote congratulating the Battalion
on the smartness of the guard, and the excellence of the piper,
adding he had not forgotten the work of the 1st Black Watch in
the I Corps during the retreat.

Between March 29th and April 26th, the Battalion moved
from place to place, carrying out salvage work, and reconstruct-
ing roads and railheads which had been destroyed in the German
retreat; the names of Curchy, Nesle, Chuignes, Fay and Marcel-
cave may bring back to some readers pleasant memories of this
time.



CHAPTER V

MAY, IQI7, TO NOVEMBER, 1917

N May 19th, 1917, the Battalion left the Somme area,

and moved northwards with other units of the 1st

Division, entraining at Marcelcave (where it had been

stationed for about a month), and detraining at Flétre,

about 14 miles to the south-west of Ypres. On arrival in this area,

the Division became part of Lord Cavan’s XIV Corps, at this
time the Reserve Corps of the Second Army.

1.—The Battle of Messines

The Battle of Messines was close at hand, an operation whose
success was in part due to the strictly limited objective imposed
by the presence of the Warneton Canal to the east of the Mes-
sines Ridge. The Reserve Corps, therefore, had not to play its
usual part of preparing for a ¢ break-through,” and the action of
the Battalion was limited to a reconnaissance of the front areas,
since the Corps would have supported the attacking Divisions had
they been heavily counter-attacked during the battle. On the
7th of June the Messines Ridge was stormed with striking success ;
the ground won was immediately and firmly consolidated, and the
1st Division was now free to be used for other purposes.

The Battalion left Flétre on June 11th, and marched north-
wards through Bavinchove, so avoiding the steep gradient of
Cassel, Wormhoudt, where the 8th Battalion, under Lieutenant
Colonel R. W. Hadow, was resting, and Bergues. On the 20th
of June the Battalion spent the night at the seaside village of
Zuydcoote, which lies a few miles to the east of Dunkerque.
Since September, 1914, The Black Watch had looked on no other
scenery than the coalficlds of Lens and the rolling chalk downs
of the Somme ; and it requires little imagination to picture how
welcome was the first sight of the sea and the sandhills. On the
next day a move was made by train to Coxyde, a village about
five miles west of the line in the Nieuportsector ; from Coxyde the
Battalion marched to Rinck Hutment Camp, near Oost Dun-
kerque. The route from Flétre seemed circuitous; but it was
probably designed to defeat the enemy’s observation balloons,
which had a remarkable range of vision in this perfectly flat
country.

The part of the line nearest the sea had, since 1914, been held
by French Fusiliers Marins, who at this moment were in process
of being relieved by General Du Cane’s XV Corps consisting of
the 15t and 32nd Divisions. The sector was handed over by the
French as a quiet one, but the arrival of British troops materially
increased the amount of enemy shelling. Throughout this month
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the cafés at Oost Dunkerque were open and carrying on their
usual custom, only 1800 yards from the front line.

The front was just over three miles in width, and from a point
immediately to the south of Nieuport the Belgian Army carried
on the line southwards. On both sides of the line the type of
country is the same; in this area the North Sea washes against a
ridge of low sandhills, which extend inland for any distance
between 300 yards and a mile. The * coast towns ” had originally
depended upon a belt of cultivable ground, and are in conse-
quence a mile or two inland; in modern times, however, each
has developed a watering-place on the seashore, called by the name
of the parent town, with the addition of ‘ Les-Bains.” Thus,
Coxyde lies to the south of Coxyde-Les-Bains, and Oost Dun-
kerque has a seaside suburb, Oost Dunkerque-Les-Bains.

Roughly speaking, the area of the 32nd Division included the
three towns of Nieuport, Oost Dunkerque and Coxyde, and the
area of the 1st Division comprised the watering-places of these
names. In the latter sector the three Brigades were distributed in
depth, the Support Brigade being in hutments between Oost
Dunkerque-Les-Bains and Coxyde-Les-Bains, and the Reserve
Brigade in billets and huts to the west of Coxyde-Les-Bains.
Two battalions held the line to the east of Nieuport-Les-Bains,
separated from the support battalions by the River Yser—
dispositions which later caused an unfortunate episode.

On June 23rd the Battalion, with three companies in the line
and one in support, relieved the 15th Lancashire Fusiliers of the
32nd Division (which had temporarily taken over the whole
Corps front) in the left battalion sector, that is, with its left on
the sea. There were no trenches, since the sand was constantly
shifting its levels; breastworks had been built, and con-
crete “pill-boxes,” in the dunes, took the place of dug-outs.
In the end, rain and wind had shifted the sand from most
of the pill-boxes, so that they stood out bare and very visible.
The surroundings, as has been said, appealed to all ranks, for it
was a novel experience to look out of the firing-line over the open
sea and a wide expanse of sands; though the latter, it must be
owned, was somewhat spoiled for most purposes by the acres of
barbed wire which prevented enterprising patrols from coming
round the left flank.

During the six days that the Battalion occupied the line, -
nothing of importance happened; yet in spite of the quite
reputation of the locality, everyone was convinced that some kind
of offensive was to take place in this sector. The evidence was
that an Australian Tunnelling Company, specially trained to
mining in sandy soil, was allocated to the sector; more
convincing was the fact that Staff officers of the Corps and
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of various Divisions were frequently to be seen reconnoitring
the line.

On June 2gth the Battalion was relieved by the 1st Camerons, !
and went into support at Nieuport-Les-Bains, being billeted in
cellars, connected up by passages, and in dug-outs on the edge of
the town. Nieuport-Les-Bains is merely one long street running
parallel with the sea; consequently, since all the houses except
the eastern ones were defiladed from the enemy’s artillery, many
were in good condition.

While in this town the Battalion received orders to carry out a
raid in the sector recently held, with the object of identifying the
enemy unit holding the line. The choice of an objective gave
some difficulty, since it was essential to raid a post that would
certainly be occupied by night. Two places fulfilled this condi-
tion, and in both—the post nearest the sea, and the “ Black
Dune,” a post about the middle of the sector—the distance of a
hundred or two hundred yards between the lines narrowed down
to twenty yards. After much reconnaissance, the former was
chosen. is post formed a prominent salient in the enemy’s
line, and at a point a few yards in rear of the post, on the landward
side, the wire appeared to consist of only one length of chevaux-
de-frise.

Second Lieutenant G. W. Ferguson and 16 men of A company
were selected to carry out the raid; all arrangements were left
in the hands of Captain Colquhoun, commanding A company.
Sergeant J. Bain was to have been the sergeant of the raiding
party, but in consideration of his continuous service since 1914,
and the many actions in which he had fought, his place was taken,
much against his will, by Sergeant Forsyth.

On the evening of July 3rd the raiding party, armed with
pistols and knob-kerries, and with faces blackened, moved up to
the centre company of the Camerons. A temporary quarter was
established in Company Headquarters, and points of exit and
entry were fixed in this company’s line; the retaliation, it was
expected, would fall more heavily on the Cameron’s left com-
Eany, opposite whose front the enemy post lay. After a short

ombardment of the Black Dune as a blind and of the post
to be raided, the raiders entered the enemy’s line without
difficulty, and a stiff hand-to-hand fight took place. One of the
enemy was captured, but was killed in a struggle to get him
through the wire surrounding the post; another was immedi-
ately seized and brought back, but he, too, had been mortally
wounded, and died shortly after arriving at Battalion Head-

1 The reason for the continual inter-reliefs of the Camerons and The Black
Watch was that the enemy should not realise the changes of units by noting kilted
troops in the line one day and “trousered ”’ troops the next day.
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quarters, at Nieuport-Les-Bains. The raiding party escaped that
night with only two wounded, but one of these two, (gorporal
Hanlon, unfortunately died of his wounds a few days later at La
Panne Hospital. An important identification had been secured,
and at least ten or twelve of the enemy had been killed.

On the night of the 3rd of July the Battalion was relieved by
the 2nd King’s Royal Rifle Corps, and moved back to cam
at St. Idesbald, Battalion Headquarters being in the hotel.
St. Idesbald has a beautiful beach, and as the weather was
warm, sea-bathing was the recreation of all ranks—an amuse-
ment, however, liable to interruption, as the Germans, with their
odd sense of humour, never lost an opportunity of giving a few
salvos, once all were stripped and in the water. This, however,
proved a source of innocent merriment to the civilian population,
who watched the scene through their telescopes. At St. Ides-
bald the Battalion also enjoyed a pleasant afternoon’s racing on
the sands. Between this camp and La Panne, where the King and
Queen of the Belgians had made their Headquarters, a good open
training area was available, and much time was spent in battaﬁon
training.

On July 10th the 1st Brigade, without being able to help,
witnessed from a distance one of the most tragic incidents of
the war. The Germans, using to the full their local superiority
in aircraft and artillery, severely bombarded the 2nd K.R.R.C.
and the 1st Northamptonshire Regiment, the battalions holding
the line to the east of the Yser river. Towards the end of the
day few men of either of these battalions were left alive, and
when at 7 p.m. a division of German Marines attacked, most of
these survivors, and the few Australian tunnellers working in
the area, were overwhelmed. The four floating bridges behind
them were broken by shell fire, but a few men escaped by swim-
ming; only 3 officers and 52 men of the K.R.R.C. rejoined the
3rd Brigade, and few survivors of the Northamptonshire
Regiment lived to return.

During the bombardment the Battalion’s transport lines had
suffered considerably. ¢ Dolly,” the chestnut mare captured in
1914, who had been wounded at Les Brebis in 1916, received a
second wound. Under a special arrangement she was ordered to
be sent back as a mascot to Scotland in 1919, but died under an
anzsthetic while being operated on at Calais.

On the 17th of July, the Battalion marched to a Hut Camp
at Bray Dunes, further west along the coast, and on the 18th
marched through Dunkerque to Le Clipon Camp. This ended
the connection of the 1st Division with the Nieuport area; the
Battalion had made one tour in the trenches of six days, and
had carried out a successful raid. The casualties for the
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period were 6 killed, 10 missing, 2 officers and 27 other ranks
wounded.

As early as 1915 a combined naval and military plan was
formed to land three Divisions at Ostend in co-operation with an
attack fromYpres northwards, and from Nieuport along the sea-
coast. This operation, after due deliberation by both naval and
military authorities, was cancelled. From that moment, how-
ever, Admiral Sir Reginald Bacon, commanding at Dover, set
himself to evolve another scheme. The result was the plan to
land the 1st Division, in three brigade columns, between West-
ende Bains and Middelkerke Bains, in August, 1917, in conjunc-
tion with the attacks on the Fifth and Second Armies near
Ypres and with attacks along the sea-coast from Nieuport.

By the beginning of 1917 the Germans had over eighty guns
of 6-inch calibre and above, on a stretch of coast 25 miles long,
which showed the importance they attached to retaining every
inch of the Belgian coast. A large number of these guns out-
ranged those of the British monitors, and the British shore guns
could not get close enough to deal with Zeebrugge Harbour and
Lock, and with the Bruges Docks. These two Belgian towns were
becoming a serious menace to the naval authorities responsible
for the transport of men and materials to France, and once they
could be brought under fire of the British heavy guns, the most
dangerous German submarine base would be destroyed. The
chief object, then, in view, was to seize a portion of the Belgian
coast, which would enable us to mount heavy guns within easy
range of Zeebrugge and Bruges, and at the same time, capture a
large proportion of the German troops in occupation of that area.

Tﬁe getails of the naval side of the operation are graphically
told in Admiral Sir Reginald Bacon’s book, The Dover Patrol.

The 15t Division, under Major General E. P. Strickland, was
selected to carry out the landing, and assembled in Le Clipon
Camp, on the shore about eight miles to the west of Dunkerque.
The proposed landing force was composed of Divisional Head-
quarters and three columns, Right, é’entre and Left, the Bat-
talion forming part of the first-named.

The chief difficulties of the landing force and the methods
of overcoming them were :—

(1) How could the landing be made an effective surprise ?
To ensure this a feint attack was planned east of Ostend, and the
real landing was arranged to take place under the protection of
a dense cloud of phosphorus smoke.

(2) How could the slope and the height of the beach at the
landing place be calculated? At high and low water aerial photo-
graphs of the coast were made, with additional photographs
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when the tide was known to have fallen one foot. The various
water lines, plotted on a map, gave a series of one-foot contours.

(3) How could a division of troops with tanks be put ashore
with the maximum speed? The craft selected to convey the
columns was a floating pier or pontoon, 550 feet in length, with
tapering draught. Eacﬁ column was to be transported on one
pontoon, propelled by two monitors lashed together.

By the end of July the complete force was assembled and
every precaution to ensure secrecy was taken. The camp was sur-
rounded by sentries; the rations were driven into barbed-wire
locks and dumped under military police supervision, and, in a
word, no communication between those inside the camp and
those outside was allowed.

In the Battalion, training chiefly consisted in keeping the
men fit—daily practice on the sea wall, debouching on to the
sand dunes from the road inland, forming bridge-heads, and
advancing along the coast against a flagged enemy.

The operation was originally to have taken place in the
first fortnight of August, but was postponed owing to the slow
advance of the Fifth and Second Armies, who were hampered by
heavy rainfall, the ground east of Ypres becoming practically
useless for operations. From week to week the postponement was
renewed, the authorities always hoping that they would have an
opportunity of launching the expedition before the winter came
on. At the end of October the operation was finally cancelled,
and the 1st Division moved to the Ypres area to take part in
the battle for the Passchendaele Ridge.

On October 21st, 1917, the Battalion marched out of Le
Clipon Camp, and, passing through Zeggerscapelle on the 21st
ancf Ledringhem from the 22nd to 25th, reached Herzeele on
the 26th, staying in this town until the 5th of November. As it
was common knowledge that the Division was about to join in
the fight for the Passchendaele Ridge, the time of the officers was
spent in learning the experiences of other units who had gone
through the fighting of the past month.

The attack was usually launched at dawn after a night march.
To ensure accuracy of direction during the advance, the Bat-
talion was formed up on a tape line. As almost every natural
feature had been blown off the face of the countryside, the
difficulties can be imagined. These manceuvres, therefore, were
practised regularly at Herzeele. On November 5th the Battalion
marched to Schools Camp, between Watou and Poperinghe,
and on the 7th to Dambre Camp, near Vlamertinghe. The
area near the battle-zone was congested with troops, and moves
forward became much slower in consequence. The 13th saw
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the Battalion in dug-outs in the canal bank, just north of Ypres,
from which on the 15th it moved a mile eastward to a hut camp
at Irish Farm.

The 3rd Infantry Brigade was in the line at this moment.
Although the ‘Second Battle of Passchendaele” ends, in the
official accounts, on November 10th, a series of minor attempts
was made later to carry the line forward, so as to cover the whole
ridge, since the main battle had left the northern portion, be-
tween Passchendaele and Westroosebeke, still in enemy hands.
The 3rd Brigade, attacking on the 12th, were successful at the
outset, but were shelled away from their objective later in the
day. Owing to the sodden state of the ground, the fighting was
confined to the actual ridge, a width of perhaps half a mile; it
was impossible to move bodies of troops of any size along the
lower slopes. Thus the Germans had an unmistakable line along
which to lay an intensive barrage whenever an attack opened, so
the new ground, when won, soon became untenable.

On November 15th, the Cameron Highlanders and the 8th
Royal Berkshire Regiment relieved the troops of the 3rd Brigade
in the line; and in a minor attack on the 16th the Camerons took
Vocation Farm, with a few prisoners. The 1st Black Watch
relieved the Camerons in the line on the 17th, taking over from
Vanity Farm to Virtue Farm, and at the same time the 10th
Gloucester Regiment relieved the 8th Royal Berkshire Regiment
on the left of the brigade sector. By a coincidence the 42nd
Battalion Canadian Infantry (the Royal Highlanders of Canada),
on the immediate right, were being relieved on this night by
troops of the 8th Division. The Black Watch and Cameron
relief was hindered by boggy ground and shell fire, and was not
completed until 8 a.m. on the 18th. The 42nd Canadian Bat-
talion gave their hearty assistance to The Black Watch ; the roads
near Passchendaele were naturally very crowded, and the good
spirit with which the Canadians assisted the incoming battalions
was much appreciated. Sergeant Stewart, of the 42nd Canadian
Battalion, was responsible for leading C company into its place
after all the guides had been killed—although, much to their
alarm, he took them down No Man’s Land to the Camerons’
sector.

Four days later the Royal Highlanders of Canada were given
the honour of the right to wear the Red Hackle in recognition of
their gallantry in action when serving beside The Black Watch.
All ranks were glad to see the Red Hackle worn by their comrades
of the affiliated regiment.

C company took over the salient formed by the newly cap-
tured Vocation Farm; A company lay in support about Vine
Cottage and Valour Farm; and B and D companies remained in
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reserve, the former near Meetcheele, the latter near Bellevue.
Battalion Headquarterswere established at Meetcheele cross-roads,

2—The Attack on Vox Farm, November 18th, 1917

Captain H. L. F. Boyd, commanding C company, was killed
by a sniper after his company had been only a few hours in the
line. In Captain Boyd the regiment lost an officer of extra-
ordinary promise. He had joined The Black Watch at Nigg and
commanded a company in the 2nd Battalion in France in 1915,
and was wounded when serving with the 1st Battalion in 1917.
His power of leadership was exceptional, and his gift of ever
seeing the bright side of life, even under the most adverse
conditions, hag rightly endeared him to all officers and men.
His fine character gave him at all times and in all places the con-
fidence of his commanders and the trust of those whom he led.

As the Battalion had come into the line with orders to advance
and take Vox and Virile Farms when opportunity arose, Cap-
tain P. H. Colquhoun, commanding A company, was put in
command of C company. But in the meantime Lieutenant
Ramage, of C company, had moved forward on his own initiative
and seized Virile Farm, which he found empty. The remainder
of the company attempted to capture Vox Farm on the night of
the 18/19th, but the enemy was encountered in strength, and the
attempt failed. The casualties for the two days, 18th and 19th,
in which this was the only operation, were: killed and died of
wounds, 2 officers and 22 other ranks; wounded, 2 officers and
58 other ranks; missing, 6 other ranks.

On the night of the 1gth the 15t Loyal North Lancashire Regi-
ment relieved the Battalion; no casualties occurred during the
relief, which was a very unusual happening on this front. The
roads were either impassable or in use by guns and transport, and
the troops had seven miles of duck-board track to cross before
they reached the canal bank, so that it was morning before all were
reported present in the canal dug-outs. It had been a short, but
arguous tour in the line. The ground was water-logged to a
degree that made even infantry movement almost impossible;
and too much praise could not be given to the work of the
Divisional Pioneers (the 1/6th Welch Regiment), who laid duck-
board tracks under heavy fire, and so made it possible to organize
the line. The bearers of the Royal Army Medical Corps worked
night and day over this deep mud, carrying the wounded between
Battalion Aid Post and ‘ Waterloo,” the advanced dressing
station.

On the 22nd November the Battalion moved to Road Camp,
between Poperinghe and Watou, and on the 27th to Pidgeon
Camp, near Proven,
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CHAPTER VI
NOVEMBER, IQI7, TO MARCH 3IST, 1918

HE persistence of rain and bad weather in the autumn
of 1917, which has been frequently referred to, was
only one of several causes that had prevented a decisive
success being achieved on the Flanders front. The

withdrawal of Bolshevik Russia from the war, added to the disas-
‘trous defeat of the Italian Army at Caporetto, left the Central
Empires free to concentrate their main forces against the French
‘and British, both of whom had suffered severe losses in the
offensives of the past year. On the Western Front arrangements
had to be made to meet a greater counter-offensive by the
‘Germans, which was expected to take place in the coming spring.

One necessary adjustment was the concentration of troops by
nationalities; and so the French Corps which had fought on the
left of the British Fifth Army all through “ The Battle of Ypres,
1917,” was now transferred to the French main sector in the
south, part of its line being taken over by the 1st Division. On
the first two days of December, officers of the Battalion made
reconnaissances of the French area, into which the Battalion
moved by train on the 3rd, billeting at Dekort Farm.

On December 4th the 1st Brigade relieved the 8th and 2o0th
French Regiments on the Houthulst Forest front. Reliefs at
this period were carried out in small stages, owing to the long
distances traversed in single file over duck-board tracks; the
Cameron Highlanders, therefore, going into the line, took over
the support position first, and handed it over to The Black Watch,
when they tﬁemselves went forward to the relief of the line. The
support battalion occupied the area round Kortekeer Cabaret,
the ground on which the Battalion had supported the Camerons
during the German attack on October 21st, 1914. The boundary
between the front and support positions was the Steenbeek, the
largest of the many little streams that received the drainage from
the Pilkem and Passchendaele Ridges.

At one time these ““ Beeks ”” were slow-moving muddy streams,
their course through rich meadows clearly defined by lines of
willows. They were now represented by wide stretches of slime,
only the remnants of the willows tracing in places the original
line of the stream. The French had numerous light bridges across
this boggy stretch, but how the first attack had passed this
obstacle defied imagination.

1.—The Houthulst Forest Front

On the night of December 8th the Battalion relieved the
Camerons in the right battalion sector, about a mile north of the
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Ypres-Staden railway. This new front merits a short description,
though no operations took place for some time.

The two forward companies occupied positions in the low
ground on the outskirts of Houthulst Forest, as wet and un-
prepossessing a place as any on the Western Front. The actual
“line ” consisted of isolated sentry posts, each of about three
men under a non-commissioned officer. In some places these
posts were several hundred yards apart; in others, where there
was some natural or artificial feature worth fighting for, or which
offered special facilities for defence, the posts were concentrated
in little platoon groups at about 5o yards interval. Whatever the
distances, all posts were based on a Platoon Headquarters some-
where in the vicinity.

The enemy’s facilities for observation in the front line were
hardly as good as those of the British, but with the help of the
trees in the forest, and with excellent artillery observation from
the high ground beyond it, he appeared to see quite enough. On
both sides, supervision of the line was limited to night visiting,
except in foggy weather. This was unfortunate, for human
nature is weak and optimistic in regard to possible dangers, and
so, now and again, a post belonging to either side would quietly
and mysteriously disappear. Such a fate never befell a post of
The Black Watch, but in such conditions it did happen to several
battalions.

Again, the post might be almost impossible to discover by
night. On one occasion the commanding officer of a certain
battalion failed to discover a sentry post, nor could the company
commander and platoon commander do any better. A second
night’s search was fruitless, but he decided not to report the fact
to the Brigade, on the principle of being hung for a sheep as soon
as for a lamb. By this time the men of the sentry group had con-
sumed all their rations, including the dry tea, which they had
taken forward ; and on the third night, during an inter-company
relief, they took very good care that they remained lost no longer.

The remaining two companies, under similar conditions,
held a series of posts along the ridge, Hill 20-Veldhcek-Manga-
lere; this was the Battalion’s main line of resistance. The ridge
ran at a distance of from 500 to 1000 yards from the front posts,
and afforded excellent observation, and it was also a little less
boggy than the low ground on either side.

From this month it became more and more important to
identify the enemy in all parts of the line, in order to obtain early
and definite information of the divisions arriving from the Balkan
and Russian fronts,and to calculate the total strength and order
of battle of the German forces. This demanded frequent raids,
consequently when a Polish deserter of the German 35th Division
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gave himself up on the gth of December to the Gloucesters, on
the left of the Battalion, his arrival was very welcome, as his
surrender did away with the need for a raid on this difficult front.

The next need was to locate the enemy’s forward positions.
Nothing moved by day, so this became the task of patrols at
night. This, however, was far from easy; the personnel of the
patrol, labouring through the clinging mud, and occasionally
soaked by stumbling into a water logged shell-hole, soon ceased
to be the active scouts the work demanded. “A scout should
hear, and not be heard ”’; but not even a trained scout should
precipitate himself into a deep shell-hole without splashing, nor
could he always repress a loud and pithy exclamation. Above all,
his rifle was as often as not clogged with mud, and useless as a
firearm. The Divisional War Diary records that on two succes-
sive nights no patrol on the whole Divisional front gained touch
with the enemy at any point.

On the night of December 8th, the 1st South Wales Borderers
relieved the Battalion, which went back to Dekort Farm, resting
there until the 15th, when it marched to Eikhcek Camp in the
reserve brigade area. After six days of training the 1st Brigade
moved forward again, and on the 21st the Battalion found itself
back at Dekort Farm. Every available hour was now devoted
either to training or to working on the defences. Christmas Day,
however, was observed as a holiday. But on the 26th, double
shifts turned out in falling snow, to make up for the lost day.
The remainder of the year was spent in the support battalion
area, near Kortekeer Cabaret, and with frost and some snow the
year 1917 ended.

At the beginning of 1918 weather conditions were as bad
as those of the three previous years, but the arrangements for the
care and comfort of the troops were infinitely better. The Bat-
talion was a cheerful community this winter; the 1st Division
had come lightly through the offensives of 1917, and the casual-
ties were small by comparison with those of many units. The
Battalion had not failed to profit by this, and the time had been
well spent by both officers and men, not only in training, but also
in making many firm friendships which were to stand them
in good stead during the hard fighting of the coming months.

Lieutenant Colonel V. M. Fortune commanded the Battalion;
Major L. G. Gartside of the 2nd Highland Light Infantry was
Second-in-Command, and Lieutenant J.S. Young was Adjutant.
Captain W. Fowler still combined his many duties as Quarter-
master with those of officer in charge of the First Line Trans-
port. His unfailing care for detail and a readiness to accept
responsibility had added greatly to the comfort and well-being of
all ranks. His fund of happy stories and his willingness to help all
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in need made his nightly visits, when he brought the daily
rations to the trenches, as welcome as they had been during
the first year of the war. Scott, the Regimental Sergeant Major,
had also come out with the Battalion in 1914, and his personality
and influence were second only to those of Captain Fowler.

The company commanders were Lieutenant (A/Captain) J. G.
Sinclair (A) ; Captain Dennis Cooke (B) ; Captain A. G. Duncan
(C); and Captain J. W. H. Robertson (D). The junior officers
were excellent; of the non-commissioned officers all were well
trained, and a fair number were experienced men accustomed to
command. About 140 men were entitled by their war services to
wear the Mons Star. Unquestionably the Battalion was highly
efficient.

The fine spirit that animated the Battalion was born of the old
regimental tradition ; it was strengthened by the results of recent
training and the feeling of good comradeship and confidence that
inspired equally both officers and men. Though the Colours were
no longer carried into action, the spirit which had so often
brought victory in the past, the spirit of which the Red Hackle is
the glorious emblem, the spirit of the old 42nd, still lived and
united every man of The Black Watch in his determination to
uphold the good name of his regiment.

The 1st Division, under Major General E. P. Strickland, was
now with the 32nd and 35th Divisions, in Sir Claude Jacob’s
II Corps, and held the left of the British line at Houthulst
Forest. Ordinarily a Divisional front was held by two brigades,
but here the three brigades were distributed in depth. The 1st
Brigade began the New Year in the line, with a support and
reserve brigade behind it. This meant that two-thirds of the
time was spent out of the line, and that the brigades could con-
centrate respectively on holding the line, repairing the defences,
and training. There was much to recommend this system, but
obviously it was not feasible at all times.

On the night of the 1st of January the Battalion relieved the
Camerons in the line, and the New Year dinner was accordingly
postponed. The tour was uneventful, wiring of the outposts
being the first consideration. After four days the Battalion was
relieved by the 1st South Wales Borderers, and marched to Eik-
heek Camp in the reserve brigade area. From the 7th to the 12th
training took place around Eikhcek, and on the 13th the 1st
Brigade movedP forward into the support brigade area, the Bat-
talion occupying Dekort Farm, as before. Between the 16th and
20th of January the 1st Brigade found large working parties daily
for work on the Corps defence line, and in addition had to repair
the ravages of weather on its own camps.

Lieutenant Colonel V. M. Fortune, D.S.0., after a period of
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sixteen months in command of the Battalion, was transferred to
organize and command the Fourth Army Musketry School.
Colonel Fortune had come to France with the Battalion as a
platoon commander, and, with the exception of ten months spent
as Brigade Major of the 1st Brigade, had served with the Battalion
throughout the war. None surpassed him in devotion to the
regiment; he had few equals in gift for leadership; his departure
was felt to be a heavy loss to the Battalion.

The appointment of Major (A/Lieutenant Colonel) L. P.
Evans, V.C., D.S.0., to succeed Colonel Fortune was welcomed.
Colonel Evans had fought with the 2nd Battalion in the Boer War
and had served in the Royal Air Force in 1915 in France, and
afterwards on the Staff. He had earned the V.C. when in
command of the 1st Lincolnshire Regiment at Passchendaele,
in 1917.

The next tour in the line was the last in this sector; but
before this history passes on to another front, it is necessary to
give a short account of the conditions in the front line during this
winter. In the first place, frontages were very long in rela-
tion to the number of men employed, consequently the posts
were widely separated ; movement by day was inadvisable, as it
disclosed our dispositions to the enemy. Concealment was there-
fore the principal consideration for the isolated sentry groups,
and concealment is hard to combine with comfort.

Breastworks were out of the question ; even in 1914 water lay
very near the surface on all this Flanders front; in 1918, when
the drainage system had been destroyed by constant bombard-
ment, the whole countryside was waterlogged. Sentry groups,
therefore, lay in shallow trenches or shell-holes, and vainly tried
to drain the water away. A part of the hole was usually covered
by a sheet of corrugated iron, and in the more luxurious posts a
semicircular piece of corrugated metal formed a low roof; this
looked like the back of an elephant seen through long grass, and
was in consequence known as an * elephant shelter.”

Hidden away in these holes, visited only by night, cramped for
space, and without an adequate supply of hot food, the men were
almost exhausted at the end of twenty-four hours of cold or wet
weather; yet it was difficult to reduce the tour to less than
forty-eight hours. Hot food could only be supplied after dark.
It was brought to Battalion Headquarters on limbered waggons
or by pack transport; thence, in gigantic thermos flasks, it was
carried by hand to the headquarters of companies, under the
supervision of company quartermaster sergeants. Up to this
point there was usually a duck-board track, but beyond it the
mud and water had to be faced. If any misfortune befell a carrier
several posts had to rest content with the dry tea and tinned

76



SUPPORT TRENCHES NEAR YPRES, JANUARY, 1918

rations they had carried into the line; these were not battle
conditions, but only too frequently the ordinary routine.

There was also the same marked contrast between the British
and German lines near Ypres as had been noticed in the Somme
fighting. Every foot of ground which the British occupied in
this sector had been won by hard fighting. The country had been
devasted by shell-fire to a depth of many miles behind the actual
front line, and even in Corps Reserve the horizon was bounded
by wastes of mud and water, in which there was neither house
nor tree to relieve the dull monotony. Yet the enemy was living
in a land where houses, villages and good roads were still existing.
But distance lends enchantment to the view, and in a different
way the plight of the Germans was no more happy than our own.
The rations of the German soldier had greatly geteriorated, and
the British supply of ammunition had increased in a far higher
Eroportion than {ad the German; our shells went singing over-

ead to the enemy’s lines, whilst the enemy guns were often
silent. When a company commander deman&ld artillery retalia-
tion, the response was no longer a couple of rounds, as in 1915;
German shelling was now returned at a high rate of interest.
The men realized that good food and a plentiful supply of
ammunition weighed the scales in their favour, in spite of the
hardships and discomforts of their waterlogged lines.

The 15t Brigade now took their turn in the line, and on the
21st January the Battalion moved up into support in the forward
area, later relieving the Camerons in the line on the 24th. The
Houthulst front showed no change, except that dispositions
tended more and more to the defensive ; in this tour three com-
panies held the outpost line and main line of defence, with one
company in support. The three days in the line were quiet, and
there was little shelling; but the aeroplanes on both sides were
very active.

On the 27th of January the 1st Division was relieved by
the 32nd, in order to take over new ground about a mile and
a half to the south. The Black Watch were relieved by the 16th
Highland Light Infantry and marched to Reninghof Camp. In
the past month, although the Battalion had spent two weeks in
the forward area, and held the line for seven «fays only two men
were wounded.

From the 1st to the 8th of February, 1918, the 1st Brigade
was in reserve in the Eikhcek area, training and building improved
shelter against aeroplane bombing, which was a frequent cause of
casualties in the salient. On the 4th of February, in answer to a
challenge from the 18th Belgian Regiment, the Battalion went
over to Qostvleteren to play a football match. The Black Watch,
of course, had plenty of supporters; but the numbers of Belgian
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officers and other ranks who attended, and the enthusiasm they
showed, were a surprise to everyone, and the game, which ended
in a draw, was closely contested.

During this time in reserve, the 1st Brigade was reorganized
and reduced from four battalions to three. The difficulty of
keeping battalions up to strength had been acutely felt through-
out 1917, and all measures taken had failed to maintain the
necessary numbers during the progress of a battle. In many
instances platoons fell below the minimum strength at which
infantry weapons could be used in combination ; consequently,
the four-section system broke up, and the organization for battle
became divorced from the actual practice of the battlefield. To
end this situation infantry brigades in British formations were
reduced from four battalions to three. The change was not made
without considerable and violent criticism, since though the
resisting power of the battalion was not altered, that of the
brigade or division was appreciably lessened. The result in the
1st Brigade was that the 8th Royal Berkshire Regiment and the
10th Gloucestershire Regiment left the Brigade, the 1st Loyal
North Lancashire Regiment taking their place.

On the gth of February the 1st Division began to take over
the right half of the Corps front from the 35th. The Black
Watch moved from Reninghof Camp to Hill Top Farm on
the Wieltje-Pilkem Ridge, from which the Germans had over-
looked the northern part of the Salient for over two years. From
the 11th to the 18th all four companies were employed daily in
work on the defences of the Second Army battle zone—wiring,
building earthworks, reconstructing old German machine gun
g:sts, and making new ones. The last of these tasks involved the

ndling of concrete under the supervision of Royal Engineer
officers, and being a novelty was highly popular.

At the same time, officers and non-commissioned officers re-
connoitred the Battalion assembly positions and the various roads
leading from them to the Corps defence line. In a new Divisional
area the Battalion had to know the way round the whole of the
Corps line, and know it thoroughly. A horse was useless on any
ground devastated by battle, least of all in the Salient ; thus the
time was fully occupied by frequent reconnaissances on foot and
constant work on the defences. But the mind was no longer over-
whelmed by the labyrinth of deep trenches, natural features were

uickly understood and remembered, and had the German offen-
sive begun thus early, it would have been met on the Passchen-
daele front by a carefully planned system of defence.

On the 10th February the 1st Black Watch relieved a battalion
of the 3rd Brigade in the forward area, between the Steenbeek
and Poelcappelle village, and on the 22nd took over about a mile
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of the front, between the hamlet of Goudberg and the south-
east edge of Poelcappelle. All cover had been blown away, and the
ground was open and exposed ; wide frontages and great depth
were therefore the general custom. This had the effect of reducing
casualties, and indeed the Battalion lost only 2 men killed and
5 wounded in the month of February. The mud was not quite
so deep as in Houthulst Forest, but Company Headquarters
had to be reached on duck-board tracks, and thenceforwards it
was necessary to wade.

Between the 26th and 28th the Battalion was in support, and
on the 28th went back into the line. The Staff were now pressing
more urgently for “identifications,”” and The Black Watch accord-
ingly prepared a raid near * Moray House.” The raiding party,
Lieutenant R. K. Arbuthnott, Second Lieutenant R. Ramsay and
63 other ranks of C company, rehearsed their plan in the support
area, and on the night of 2nd March, Second Lieutenant Ramsay
made a daring approach very close to the German sentries, and
definitely located three posts. At g p.m. on the 3rd the barrage
came down, and four minutes later the raiders entered the locality
of the enemy posts. The men were keen, so keen indeed that the
chief anxiety of the officers was to prevent them from advancing
into the barrage. As our men advanced the enemy ran from their

osts, leaving one man dead, from whose body unluckily no
1dentification could be obtained. The raiders then waited in the
enemy line until the customary “ retaliation ” had passed, and
returned without suffering any loss.

A little later on, Second Lieutenant D. Smith, of D company,
on his own initiative took eight men and attacked an enemy post
on the left of the Battalion front. Creeping to within bombing
distance, the patrol tried to surprise the post by a rush; but here,
too, the Germans fled without leaving a trace of their identity.
There is no reason to suppose that cowardice was the motive of
these retirements, since 1t was essential to the German plan that
their dispositions should be kept as secret as possible.

On the night of 4th March the 3rd Brigade took over the
Poelcappelle-Goudberg line, and the Battalion, on relief, marched
to Wieltje, and thence moved by light railway to Hospital Farm.
The rest was not a long one. By this time the approximate date
and locality of the big offensive was known to General Head-
quarters, and one of the three divisions in the Corps was ordered
to concentrate in reserve, the front of the 1st Division being
extened from Poelcappelle to the Ypres—Staden railway.

As the opening of the offensive came nearer, raids and artillery
fire increased on most fronts, so that the attention of the Allied
General Staff might be dispersed. The 1st Division was unsuccess-
fully raided on the 15th and 17th of March, and the Battalion,
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which took over part of the new front on the 17th, was raided
before it had been more than a few hours in the line. At 4.15a.m.
on the 18th, two parties, estimated at thirty or forty each,
attacked the right platoon of C company ; the locality contained
four section posts, widely dispersed, not formidably wired, and
forming a salient to the rest of the line. One party was driven
off by Lewis-gun fire, but the other, coming in from the rear,
surprised a section post while it was engaged with the frontal
attack, and took four of the seven men prisoners. One of these
men, however, knocked down with his steel helmet the German
soldier who was acting as his escort, and rejoined the Battalion
before dawn.

On the 20th the Divisional front was again raided; and
nightly at this time hostile shelling cut all forward telephone
lines, so that linesmen and runners of the Battalion were working
in the open. Their qualities highly impressed several American
officers who were attached to the Battalion for a short experience
in the front line.

Between the 22nd and the 25th of March the Battalion was in
billets in the canal bank, and from the 25th to the 2g9th in support
near Langemarck, continually wiring and strengthening the
defences of its area. On the 29th it went up again toitslast sector.
The casualties for the month of March had been light—q killed,
23 wounded, 3 missing—when the steady increase of artillery
fire is considered; many casualties had been avoided by the
system of wide extensions and greater depth, a system however
which left the posts in the line open to such losses as had
occurred on the 18th.



CHAPTER VII
APRIL, 19I8, TO THE ARMISTICE

1.—The Defence of Givenchy

HILE the 1st Division was holding the northern-

most part of the Ypres Salient, the storm had broken

in the south, where the Fifth Army was now bearing

the shock of the main German offensive. Corps
and Army Reserves were entrained to this area, and by the
beginning of April the Second Army front was so thinly held
that it could not have stood out against a determined attack. The
policy of the Allied Command was to withdraw, if necessary,
from the Ypres Salient to a shorter front, but to yield no ground
voluntarily.

As the offensive in the south was gradually held, it became
more important than ever to persist in identifying the enemy
opposite the Battalion, and B company, under Captain Dennis
Cooke, was hurriedly called to organize a raid. Opposite the com-
pany front was a concrete machine-gun post, known as Gravel
Farm, and here the enemy might confidently be counted on to
be found at home. The approaches had already been recon-
noitred; but it was a difficult objective, since both wire and
concrete were undamaged. With the help of an artillery barrage
Lieut. Higginbotham and twenty men of B company forced
their way through the wire on the night of April 1st; but as had
happened before, the enemy fired until he had caused a few
casualties in the raiding party, and then escaped in the darkness.
On the next night the Battalion was relieved If)y the Loyal North
Lancashire Regiment, and went back to the canal bank for a
few days of training.

But the 1st Division was now being relieved by two much
reduced divisions from the battle front, the joth and 36th.
On April 7th the Battalion moved to Elverdinghe Chiteau,
a building which had miraculously stood unharmed through
three years of war, though within easy artillery range from the
German position ; local gossip said that the building belonged to
an Austrian, or that the enemy were sparing it to be a head-
quarters in a future advance. However, the Chiteau had been
accidentally burnt down this winter, and its old walls no longer
offered hospitality. On the 8th the Battalion moved to Peselhcek,
where it entrained for Chocques ; the destination was reached at
10 p.m., and by 4 a.m. all were settled in billets at Lapugnoy,
a village about four miles west of Béthune, in the I Corps and
First Army area.

Almost at the same hour the enemy attacked the front of the
Portuguese Corps between Béthune and Armentiéres, a not un-
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expected movement. In consequence the Battalion was at half
an hour’s notice to move, until the afternoon, when the situation
became clear, and the gallant resistance of the 55th Division was
known to be holding the enemy east of Bethune. On the 10th
the battle continued, the sound of gunfire to the north moving
slowly westwards, and proving that the enemy was gaining
ground in the neighbourhood of St. Venant.

While officers of The Black Watch were reconnoitring for-
ward positions, the Battalion moved by bus to Vaudricourt on the
11th, and on the 12th marched into billets in Beuvry. The roads
to the south of Béthune were being heavily shelled by the enemy,
and the Battalion, which had so often stayed in the village when
in reserve to the Givenchy and Cuinchy fronts, in 1915, now
marched into their old billets round the Square, but were soon
driven by shell fire into the cellars, the contents of which
were very varied. One well-remembered cellar contained old vin-
tage wines of every description, but, alas! the Provost-Marshal
issued a stern decree that not even vintage wines were to be
spared. Thus it became the painful duty of B company toshatter
bottle after bottle of pricell;ss wine, until the garden literally
flowed with it. The shelling continued for some days; but
thanks to the strength of the cellars there were few casualties.

Most of the civilians had fled by this time, and none re-
mained a day or two later. One dear old lady, in leaving, be-
queathed her pig to Battalion Headquarters, saying, * she would
sooner they ate it than the Germans.” Her wish, of course, was
gratified ; but she took the feminine privilege of changing her
gxind, though too late, and sent in a £111 for the full value of

er pet.

n the night of April 16th the Battalion moved forward to
the line in Givenchy, relieving the 4th Loyal North Lancashire
Regiment, §5th Division. In this new sector, the 1st Loyal North
Lancashire Regiment held the front line on the right, as far as
the La Bassée Canal, and the Camerons remained in reserve;
Brigade Headquarters were at Le Preol. Another attack was
expected on the 18th, and all three Brigades of the 18t Division
were in the line, the 2nd Brigade to the south of the canal, and the
3rd Brigade to the north of the 1st Brigade, their line bending
back westwards from Festubert, in the direction of Le Touret.
It may be as well to describe the Givenchy position in greater
detail, as the events of the next few days in this area were of
importance to the whole First Army and of enduring memory to
The Black Watch.

From the canal, on the right, the line ran due north for about
500 yards, and was held by A company, under Captain Sinclair;
this company directly covered the approaches to Givenchy
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Church and Keep. From sap K (inclusive), C company, under
Captain Arbuthnott, held another 500 yards of line, which ran
almost south-west, and so formed a salient with the line of A
company. On the left, D company, commanded by Captain
Robertson, had two platoons in some old disused trenches be-
tween C company and Le Plantin Village; Lieutenant Balmain
and Sergeant J. Robertson commanded these platoons, which
faced north-east. The remaining two platoons, under Lieutenants
Stewart and Jacobs, were in Grenadier Trench, immediately east
of the Le Plantin-Festubert road, and faced due east. Thus D
company was spread over a front of 600 yards, and had no
.reserve.

B company garrisoned three strong points behind the line;
Company Headquarters and two platoons were in Givenchy
Keep, one platoon was in Moat Farm, and one in Herts Keep.
South Moor House, which had been the Headquarters of Colonel
Stewart in the winter of 1914-15, was once again the Head-
quarters of the Battalion.

At first sight the defences appeared much as when the Bat-
talion left them in 1915 ; in reality they had been greatly strength-
ened. The little hill, which since 1914 had given such high tacti-
cal importance to Givenchy, had been tunnelled from an entrance
in the slope facing Moat Farm to an exit in the front line.
Half-way along the tunnel was another exit, which was used
as Headquarters of C company. Both A and C company Head-
quarters, and half of these two companies, were accommodated
in the long tunnel. Such a distribution was known to be risky,
since in similar tunnels on the Somme front the Battalion had
taken large numbers of German prisoners before they had been
able to climb to the surface after a bombardment. And yet it
was certain that a sufficient concentration of artillery could soon
make the high ground untenable for men in open trenches. The
risk had been accepted before, and in the attack on the foggy gth
of April the tunnels had fully justified their construction.

Since 1915 there had been continuous activity in mining, and
the result was a line of craters of all sizes, which filled the narrow
No Man’s Land. From the British line T-heads ran forward
fifty yards to the lip of the craters, and small posts looked across
to where similar enemy posts were facing them on the opposite
lip. Somewhere underground between the British line and the
craters ran a deep gallery and an intricate system of defensive
mines, but the details of this system were unknown to regimental
officers. There was an excellent system of buried cable, which
held good throughout the fighting. Inrear, trench lineshad given
way to fortified posts, from which the garrison (B company) could
not be moved without reference to higher authority. These small

83



THE FIRST BATTALION THE BLACK WATCH

defended localities, a short distance behind the front line, had
been proved by both sides to be the most effective organization
by which limited numbers could hold up an advance, until the
situation could be understood, and the necessary counter-attack
organized and launched.

To sum up briefly, the position was in many ways stronger
than before, but contained elements of weakness; there was no
battalion reserve, owing to the width of front to be held; the
northern part of the line had only been in existence for a week,
and was not yet strongly wired; and there was the danger
that the company reserves, resting in the tunnel, might be caught
before they could come above ground.

Therelief on the night of the 16th of April was highly compli-
cated, and it was late before the Battalion had completed the
taking over ; none the less, some useful work was done in strength-
ening the wire on D company’s front. At 10 a.m. on the 17th
the enemy began a slow bombardment of the Keep system with
shells of a very large calibre. By I a.m. on the 18th, the day of
the expected assault, the bombardment had become intense. It
ceased at § a.m., but not for long; between six and eight it grew
heavier, until at 8.10 a.m. the enemy could be seen advancing in
the plain to the north of Givenchy.

The telephone operator at C company Headquarters sent
through a message that the enemy had secured the central exit of
the tunnel, and Battalion Headquarters manned their battle
positions, with the barrage still coming down. By half-past
eight it was clear that the enemy had penetrated the positions
of A and C companies, and that the greater portion of the two
companies in the tunnel had been cut off. Meanwhile, the Keep,
Moat Farm, and D company on the low ground, were all resisting
stoutly. Only one or two of the enemy penetrated as far as
Battafi,on Headquarters, where Lieutenant V}:llentine, the Lewis-
gun officer, was firing a captured German machine gun, one of
several that were captured on the gth, and that were used with
good effect on this day. :

It is hard to unravel the details of any fiercely contested fight,
and this account does not pretend to do justice to all who took
Eart in the day’s fighting; a few names are mentioned, in the

ope that they illustrate the undoubted courage of the remainder.
It is doubtful if anyone remained alive in the outgost posi-
tions of A and C companies, which were destroyed beyond
recognition ; the bombardment had been as intense as any known
on the Western Front, and if a few had survived, they could
not have made an effective resistance. The light trench mortars
and machine guns were buried by the bombardment, and their
teams destroyed. Captain Sinclair and a small band of devoted
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followers waited on the tunnel stairway that faced the front line;
they must have come out to meet the attack, in spite of the shell
fire concentrated on their only exit, and were overcome by
superior numbers at close quarters. Two days later their bodies
were found by the exit, where they fell.

The remainder of A company,under Lieutenant J. C. Stephen,
were cut off underground, and in darkness ; the pumps had been
destroyed in the bombardment, and water began to pour into the
tunnel. Insuch surroundings they stood against bombing attacks
until 11 a.m., when the repeated threat of a flame projector
induced them to surrender. It is certain that their resistance
played a part in the enemy’s failure to penetrate further into
the Brigade area.

C company had fared no better; one platoon, No. 11, had
mistaken a pause in the barrage for the final lift, and had rushed
out to their battle positions, only to be driven in with casualties
by a new burst of fire. Captain Arbuthnott was already lying
wounded in the Company Headquarters ; of the four Lewis guns
in the forward posts, three were destroyed. The remaining gun
was overrun by the first rush of the enemy, which brought them
without a check as far as the tunnel exit. Here, in the cramped
space of a narrow winding iron stair, the reserves were being
brought to the surface; the wounded from the outposts were
crawling in to their only hope of safety ; and the congestion that
resulted allowed the enemy to capture the exit, the exact position
of which was well known to them.

With two of the tunnel mouths in his possession, the enemy
swept on against the rear defences. The third exit ran horizon-
tally out of the hillside, and its garrison were able to take up their

ositions in time. Here was No. 12 platoon, under Lieutenant
gtewart Smith, who had just been joined by a hurriedly impro-
vised “ No. 17 platoon ”’ of Lieutenant MacKay and 20 men from
the “ nucleus 1 left at Brigade Headquarters. They were helped,
no doubt, by the resistance at the other exits, but they, too, were
overcome after a gallant fight. Before the reinforcements could
come back from the other end of the tunnel, Lieutenant MacKay
was wounded, Lieutenant Stewart Smith had been wounded
three times, and the exit was captured. The enemy attempted
to enter the tunnel at this point, but the men of The Black
Watch, together with a small party of Royal Engineers, whose
officer was severely wounded, drove them out again. A and C
companies had sacrificed themselves, but not in vain.

In the Keep two platoons of B company, under Captain

1 Since 1916 units going into action had left behind a proportion of officers

and other ranks, so that if any unit were destroyed a “nucleus’ might begin at
once the task of reorganization and assimilating reinforcements.
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Dennis Cooke and Lieutenant Kilgour, had been hammered by
heavy guns and trench mortars by a bombardment that could
hardly have been excelled, either for size or quantity of projec-
tiles. Fortunately the Keep had been well sited on the reverse
slope, and a large number of the shells and bombs overshot their
mark by about fifty yards, while the deep dug-outs enabled the
greater part of the garrison to be kept in safety. Great credit is
due to Captain Cooke and Lieutenant Kilgour, in that they
succeeded in manning their positions in time to beat off the
attack; there was no time to spare, for the wire had been torn
to shreds, and a number of the enemy were on the very ramparts
before they were checked.

Then began a protracted fight at close quarters, in which the
German infantry, sheltering in the shell-holes and battered
trenches on three sides of the Keep, fired steadily on its con-
spicuous outline. Many a gallant soldier of the regiment, among
them the two officers, fell at this time, shot through the head;
the odds were all in favour of the enemy—but human valour has
defied odds before now. It is half the strength of defence to
keep on firing at close quarters, for if an attack is to succeed, some
portion of the line must rise and charge; but if the first man to
rise draws the fire of a Lewis or machine gun, the attack is apt to
fail. Asthe minutes crawled by the enthusiasm of the enemy died
away in the face of the watchful defence. Twice the attackers
thought the barrage had deserted them, and the air was thick
with Véry lights; trench mortars were called up, too, and a heavy
barrage fell with little discrimination on British and Germans
alike. T'wice the attack was renewed, but the Keep was not car-
ried. Atsome part of the morning, at a time not exactly recorded,
Company Sergeant Major Bennett, now in command, sent a
messenger to Battalion Headquarters, asking for reinforcements,
since “ there were only 8 unwounded ”; in the early morning
there had been 44 in the garrison. It was a pathetic request,
and an important one, but Battalion Headquarters in battle, if
it is to maintain control, can ill spare its personnel, and only
6 men, under Lieutenant Addison, the signalling officer, could be
sent at this moment to reinforce the Keep.

Later, the garrison was joined by a party of the 1st Loyal
North Lancashire Regiment, under an officer. By noon, the
battle for the Keep was over; it will remain a marvel of human
endurance, at least to those who saw the weight of explosive
hurled at this little circular fort.

At Moat Farm there was a similar story to tell. The heavy
concrete shelters lying underneath the ridge had been bombarded
with a concentrated fire, but the guns seemed to have been worn
a little by the continuous firing, and, although the lighter guns
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made continual hits, only two shells from the heavy calibres
struck the building. The lift of the barrage was seen in the nick
of time, and Lieutenant Burton and his platoon of “B company
turned out whilst a stream of shells was still falling on the post.
Around the farm ran a shallow moat, well wired, and beyond it
was a good open field of fire. The enemy was still some forty
yards from the moat, and one Lewis gun, with one Vickers (the
others had been smashed in the bombardment), opened fire on
the instant. Under the stream of lead the attack died away,
and the most anxious moment for Moat Farm was soon past.

To the north, D company had been busily engaged ; three of
its platoons came out of the bombardment with few losses, whilst
the fourth lost heavily; but the day before there had been only
one man to every six yards of front, and the reduced numbers
would not have been enough to meet the attack, had not the
attached machine gunners left their concrete emplacements and
fought their guns in the open. A few Germans here and there
penetrated this front, but a withering fire compelled the greater
part to take cover in the old trenches, with which the plain was
covered. Little groups pressed on along these trenches, and
engaged D company in fighting at short range; Lieutenant Bal-
main, of No. 13 platoon, fell shot through the head whilst dealing
with one of these parties.

By 9.30 a.m. it was clear to Battalion Headquarters that the
enemy had been held along the line of the Keep, Moat Farm and
D company, and the moment for a counter-attack seemed to
have come. The Brigade and Divisional Reserves had to be
kept sufficiently in rear to be protected from the creeping
barrage and from the watchful observers in aeroplanes, and for
the same reasons could not be closely concentrated. Three com-
panies of the battalion had been holding very wide fronts, and the
fourth was tied down to fortified posts, so that there was no
Battalion Reserve, other than ““ No. 17 platoon, formed mainly
from the band and employed men.

The German bomgardment had caused such heavy losses
among our batteries and to the Cameron Highlanders in
Suppczrt, that it was impossible to organize an effective counter-
attack.

A request, however, was sent to Brigade Headquarters for
gcrmission to counter-attack with the platoon from Herts Keep;

ut the situation was not yet clear on the flanks, and the request
was not granted. Later, a platoon of Cameron Highlanders came
up to Herts Keep to relieve Lieutenant Smith’s platoon, which at
once advanced up the trench leading to what had been C com-
pany’s position. But the opportunity had passed; the trenches
were battered to pieces, the men had to advance in the open, and
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in the end the platoon could do no more than fill the dangerous
gap between Moat Farm and the right of D company.

By noon the situation had definitely improved, and the
enemy were no longer in the mood for attack; but on the right
they had overrun the two forward companies of the Loyal North
Lancashire Regiment, and the whole of the salient formed by the
high ground of Givenchy Ridge was in German hands. General
Thornton, the Brigadier, placed a company of the Camerons at
the disposal of The Black Watch, at about 2.30 p.m. There was
the keenest anxiety to assist any of our comrades who might
even now be holding their own in the tunnel, but it would
have been worse than useless to attack without artillery prepara-
tion. All the afternoon enemy aeroplanes were flying low over
the position, and there were occasional heavy bursts of fire.

A second company of Cameron Highlanders came up at 6.30
p-m. and was held in reserve; with this reinforcement the Bat-
talion was able to counter-attack at 8.30 p.m. South of the Keep
the company of Cameron Highlanders had as their objective the
original front line of A company ; in the centre a bombing party,
organized from Battalion Headquarters and led by Major Raynes,
of the British Columbia Regiment, advanced on the tunnel exit
which had been C company’s Headquarters ; on the extreme left
Lieutenant Smith’s platoon of B company was to push on parallel
with Ware Trench, and join up with the Cameron company. The
artillery preparations were not heavy, for the guns had been hard
at it since 1 a.m., and had answered every call; and with the
possibility that our own wounded might still be on the ground, no
attempt could be made at annihilating fire. The enemy proved,
however, to be unshaken, and the advance of the Cameron com-
pany was, quite correctly, not pressed. On the left, Lieutenant
Smith’s platoon reached and drove in the enemy front posts, but
could make no headway beyond this. The bombing party met
with stiff opposition, and the attempt had to be given up; but
not before Major Raynes had received wounds of which he
afterwards died. In the end, therefore, the tunnel exits remained
in German hands.

From the “ nucleus,” 20 men came up during the evening to
reinforce the Keep, Lieut. Ferguson commanding them, and one
of the companies of Cameron Highlanders was withdrawn to
the support area. The Keep was still continually shelled, and
Lieutenant Ferguson was the right man for this awkward corner;
“Am being heavily trench-mortared—All O.K.” is typical
of the messages he sent in the next forty-eight hours.

By the early morning of the 19th the situation was perfectly
quiet—so quiet that a German ration party of five men was
captured in the Battalion lines by Lieutenant Smith’s platoon.
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Throughout the day arrangements were pushed forward for
the 1st Northamptonshire Regiment to counter-attack and re-
cover the lost ground of the ridge. The Battalion would willingly
have undertaken this task, but there were good reasons against it ;
the relief of B and D companies would have been intricate, and
the Battalion had already suffered very heavy losses. There were
more battles ahead ; and the Commanding Officer refrained from
making a request that probably would not have been granted.
The morning of the 19th furnished an extraordinary contrast to
the turmoil and bombardment of the day before. During the
night there had been a fall of snow, and the general calm was only
broken by the cries of the German wounded, who had apparently
been left untended where they fell.

At dawn on the 20th the two companies of the Northampton-
shire Regiment recovered the whole of the front line originally
held by The Black Watch, with the exception of the Crater Lips.
By eleven o’clock the position was consolidated and the two com-
panies of the Northamptonshire Regiment passed under the com-
mand of the Officer Commanding The Black Watch. A half-
hearted attempt at counter-attack was made by the enemy in the
course of the morning, but this was effectively dealt with by
artillery fire.

On the night of the 21st the Battalion was relieved, and went
back into support between Pont Fixe and Le Preol; the 55th
Division took over the line on the 23rd, and the Battalion
marched to Houchin, and on the 24th to Nceux-les-Mines, where
it remained for a week in a hutted camp. The fighting of a single
day has been recounted at some length in this narrative; but not
since the gth May, 1915, had the Battalion endured such a day;
Major Raynes, Captains Cooke and Sinclair, Lieutenants Kilgour
and Kimber, Second Lieutenants Glencross and Balmain had been
killed ; Capt. Arbuthnott, Lieutenant Stewart Smith, and Second
Lieutenant MacKay were wounded and missing ; and Lieutenants
Jameson, Kirkcaldy, Stephen, Hume and Ramsay were missing ;
42 other ranks had been killed, 66 wounded and 258 were missing ;
15 officers and 366 other ranks had become casualties, but the
enemy had been held. The Black Watch had once more shown
themselves the fit guardians of their fine traditions.

On the 2nd of May the 1st Brigade went into the line again,
in the Cambrin sector. No reinforcements had arrived since the
late fighting; there remained but a remnant of A and C com-
panies, and the Battalion was not strong enough to hold either of
the fronts in this sector; so it was spread over both fronts, in
support. Two platoons of B company went to Pont Fixe, and
two to near Maison Rouge ; D company, attached to the Cameron
Highlanders, garrisoned the « vill‘;ge line ” at Cuinchy, while
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Battalion Headquarters were in the Red Chiteau, Cambrin. The
German attack had been transferred to another front, glorious
spring weather prevailed, and there is little to record except
persistent work on defences, and an occasional shelling with
mustard gas.

On May 20th the 15t Brigade was relieved, and the Battalion
returned to camp at Neeux-les-Mines. Reinforcements arrived,
and A and C companies were reorganized. One day was set aside
for Battalion sports, but the time was usually devoted to tactical
training, specialist training and range practices; after such heavy
losses in officers and men there was every reason to work hard
before going again into the line. On the 28th the Battalion
marched up the line to relieve the 2nd K.R.R.C. in the Hohen-
zollern Redoubt, and on the way incurred a loss which was doubl
sad, since it did not happen in battle. As the newly formed é
company was parading in a side street of the town, more than five
miles from the line, a solitary shell burst immediately behind their
rear rank. None of the usual warning noises was heard, and ob-
servers from a distance looked up for an aeroplane; but the sky
was clear, and without doubt it was a projectile from a high-
velocity gun. Six men were killed outright, 4 died of wounds, and
the company suffered 59 casualties. '

During the next six weeks the Battalion was three times in the
line, from May 29th to June sth, from June gth to June 13th, and
from June 21st to July 11th; the intervals of rest and training
were spent at Neeux and Annequin. On June 10th, Lieutenant
Colonel F. Anderson, D.S.0., took over command of the 1st
Black Watch from Lieutenant Colonel L.. P. Evans, V.C., D.S.O.,
who had been appointed to command the 14th Infantry Brigade.

There was no reason to fear another German offensive on this
front, which was now as quiet as any part of line in all France and
Belgium ; the natural difficulties in the way of an advance were
immense, and had been made more formidable by three years’
work on the fortification of the Loos plain. To add to the com-
. forty there were many good billets, even now untouched by war,
within 4000 yards of the front trenches. At Nceux-les-Mines
several officers of the Regiment visited the Battalion, and on
one night, about June 15th, Brigadier General W. Green,
Lieutenant Colonel S. H. Eden, Lieutenant Colonel the Hon.
M. Hore-Ruthven, Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton, and Major
A. Sutherland all came to dine with the officers.

On June 21st the Battalion moved back to thelineat Cambrin,
and during this tour, on July 7th, D company carried out a raid,
which reached the reserve line of the enemy, bringing back six
prisoners. The casualties were heavier than had been expected,
since the leading line went forward too close to the artillery bar-
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rage; however, this was a proof that, in spite of its experiences
during the German attack, the Battalion was in the keenest
fighting form.

From the 11th to 21st of July the Battalion was in rest at
Neeux-les-Mines, from which town a composite company was
sent to represent the Regiment at the French National Féte
on July 14th, the anniversary of the destruction of the Bastille.
Five officers and 220 other ranks, under Captain W. H. Robert-
son, formed a company in 2 composite battalion representative of
the British Army. They were inspected by President Poincaré
and General Joffre in the Bois de Boulogne, and marched through
the streets of Paris to the Champs Elysées, being greeted every-
where with enthusiasm.

During the next month the Battalion did two more tours in
the Hohenzollern Redoubt area, and on August 19th moved back
by bus to the Lisbourg training area. From near Lisbourg the 1st
Brigade entrained for Arras on September 1st, in support to the
justly famous attack of the Canadian Corps on the Drocourt-
Quéant switch line, which began at dawn on September 2nd. The
Battalion moved forward through assembly positions at Gué-
mappes, prepared to reinforce the Canadians, but the attack was
so successful that the 1st Division was not called upon to advance.
On the night of the 2nd, the Battalion halted in a newly captured
system of trenches that faced the village of Dury, just north of
the Arras-Cambrai road ; the enemy had been preparing “ booby-
traps,” in the form of delay action mines; but the time had been
short, and the leads were not properly connected. Here the
Battalion was quartered ; and though there were many anxious
moments there were no losses.

The attack was continued on September 3rd, and in the even-
ing the Battalion moved forward in artillery formation to take
over ground near Récourt Wood, captured by the 2nd Seaforth
Highlanders, of the 4th Division, who had attacked on the left of
the Canadians. During the advance all companies were in full
view of the enemy, who opened a lively fire from 77 mm. guns;
but in spite of this the men advanced without a check, as if the
operation had been a peace-time manceuvre. In consequence of

is steady advance, only few men were wounded, of whom
Captain R. Cook was one.

At dusk some officers were sent forward to reconnoitre out-

t positions. The ideal outpost position, like the rainbow, is
just a little way beyond where one stands, and the officers of one
company went on for more than a mile, over ground that the
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