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THE HUSSAR FIELD JACKET 

AND ITS INFLUENCE O MILITARY DRESS 

D. VID ]. Kl HT 

be undre r field jacket and peli e w Briti h bu are 
arguably am ng t the m t enigmatic ite itish un · rec rd. he 
were cribed in the Dr , 22 an but they were 
c mp! red in M. B tud unif, rm e en 
th ug 1pa sect un tw Id regimental hist rie 
that d th m n ipti fr e Regulations 

hile ther paraphra e n, al raphra ed by A. 
Kemp in  

· 
re enc c 15th ar but be then 

p duccd that di the ripti n.2 Given the bu ar 
pe,zcham g di tin c ir dr b we er it wa incvitabl 
that the a mcnt n ndcd t c rcgulati n pattern. 

The n patte the 1822 and 1826 Dres Regulati011s 
in the f llowing term 

Jacket - entirel.y of blu e doth, loping collar full three inches deep ornamented 
with broad and narrow gold cord five fancy gold cord loops with roses, and one 
row olivets down the front an edgi11g round the jack.Jt, and figures on the 
leeve hip and welts, of broad and narrow cord· white lini11 gold neck-li11e 

with twi ted bullion ta els. 
Peli se - blue cloch, grey A tr a can fur collar four inche deep five fancy go/,d 
cord loop with roe and one row ol.ivets down the from· grey A tracan cuffi 
three inches deep and an ed ·n of diao entirely round che other parts of the 
peli se wich inlets co che lee e and wefts richly ornamented on che sleeve side 
seam we.Les and hip old neck-lines wich liders and olivet end. 

The 'r text were a tuall:;i d cap at the en f ca fthc ' fancy 
g Id c n the brca t and , ilar t the ca p rcfi rred 
t in later Dress Regul,ati01zs fi r b th bu rand l ight-drag n turu i.ntr du ed 
in 1 55. fi r the jacket itself it wa inlply plain blue with a 1 ping rather than 
Pru i n c llar an edging f rd all r und in lud ing the c liar and ba k earn 
v. ith a tracing f narrower c rd and an unspe ified figure abo e each cuff. Thi
meant that the garment was similar to the later stab! :Im ss jacket but with loop
of braid on the front. The p li se wa edged with gr y trakban with an edging 

f braid and in ther re pect it wa braided like th jacket. 

' . Barth rp Bn"1ish crvalry 11ifom1s i11c;; 1660 land� rd Press, 19 11)· .R.B. Barrett, 77ie 
7• (Q1u?m',Ow11)H11siars Vol 4: 16 -1914(L:onaurreprint fthe 1914 editi n 200) pp. 31-32· 

. \ ylly • Vtl, (The King's) Hussars 1759-1913 ndon, 1914) p. 351. 
1 A. Kemp 15"' 77ze Kin s HILSsars D= and Appo1i11me111s 1759-1914 ( lmark I 972) pp. 30 3 l.
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1772, 13 
\ hen this fir t fearful eparati n t ok place. ev r can I£ rget the 

feeling with \Vhich our dear Fath r cla ped you each in hi Arm , and 
c mmended u t d. on id rati n for hi f lings mad me k t  
ubdue mine. You kn w h v. acute! h feel , and may judge of the extent 
f thi trial. He I ft me all th m ne he c uJd p i ly pare, and with 

h avy heart we parted. I w pt ver my children wh wer not a little 
urpr· ed, h dear Papa h uld lea\e them. 

1 Hu band v. i hed a n a I h uld receive the upply f m ne 
that I b uld take my little family by the fir t afe and pr per c nv ance 
to ew Y rk there to await hi return and a there wa an ther Lady 
( h e husband wa g ne n the Expedition a Mr 
H[amilt n/H dg n] 1� v.e agreed t g t gether fell w ufferer in thi
trial a being b th cpri ed f ur hu band . e became cry intimate 
and I £ und her a very wect w man. � e had a third Lady ·h e 
hu ban like i c had left her but he intended t r tum t t ugu tine 
where he had purcha cd a h u c. Thi latter B be amc cry dear t 
me and ur Friend hip ha continued e er ince for he stiU In es and 
after man affliction · in her de lining years surrounded with pro perity 
and e\ ery ble ing. 15 

We three, v. called the i t r '\  id v. , and were daiJ together, 
anxi u ly waiting £ r tiding fr m b . uati n v. a the 
m t trying, a fr m circum tanc I e ned I had t 
experience much inc nvenience � f and I had t 

indep ndent a pirit t my .vhich had een 
a great fa rite. The entleman wh purcha ed it in i ted n my riding 
it v. henever I felt inclined. Day pa ed heavily, and no new f the 

xpediti n except fr m an ngli h new paper wa recei ed by u . We 
w r in£ rmed f an In urr cti n f the arrib at ' incent and that 

veral Regiment had been ent fr m England t quell them and 
lik i e f m mcrica. The 31" ( ur R giment) wa named am ng t 

thcr . 16 Our papers likcwi e p kc f a dreadful Hurri anc whi h had 

11 This date i ea ily c nfirmed; :ln' ·mb:lrkati n Return f ff Majesty's 31" Regiment f F t 
ai111 A11g,mi11c, !2•h August I 772' wa presented to Parliament, ace rding to the entry for 25.1. I 773 

in theJoumaJ of the House of om11101is xxxiv (1 04) p. 62. mph:1 · in origin:ll. 
14 Because Pilot later stated (p. it) that Mrs. H's husband was a captain, he can be identified as 

either rchibald Hamilton or Th ma Hodg n who were the only two captain with a urname 
beginning with H in the 31" F t -T ' , rmy Llst I 772 '\ 65/22. 

,s It is n t clear whether I.rs B' husband was in the regiment or a civilian· if the� rmer, he could 
have been e ither LL James Boucher, r an Ensign by the name of Benjamin Brown or ... Browne (the 

rmy List left his forename blank) - , nny ist 1772 'i 65/22. 
16 The rcgiment:ll hi t ry confirmed th:lt the 31" Regiment wa enc t t. inet:nt in the aurumn 

f 1772 and that it 'fell in an ambuscade and ustained s me loss', including the c mmanding 
fficer, Lt- I R:llph ,, al h in 1773. It wa t:lti ned in ' rth Brit n' ( c tl:lnd) by I 774. R. 
ann n, Histon'cal Record of the Thirry-fim or The H1111t1i1gdo11sl,ire Regi111c11i of T-001... ndon: Parker 

Furniv:ill and Parker I 50) p. 34. 
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The Pilot farniiJ returned to Portarlington Ireland to vi it their relatives and later 
relocated to Manchester. In 1774 Elizabeth gave birth to Wary i,z Portarlington but the 
baby died withi,z two months. Elizabeth gave birth to her last daughter, Frauces Oughton 
in 1a rch 17 75 in Manchester where her husband had been sent with a recruiti,zg party. 
Henry Pilot had obtained leave to remai11 with his wife during her confinement with her 
ixth child. However, when order. came for the 31" Regiment to return to orth America 

at the outbreak of hostilicie he left immediar,ely for the embarkation poim at ork. 
Henry wa offered the chance to remain behind because of his wife s delicate condition 
bw his en e of honour diciaied chat he accompany the re ·mem. Hi wife wrote proudly 
of her supporzfor thi decision. The couple planned to reunice a soon as the in/am wa 
crong enough to be left in a nur e s care. Ii wa durin chi La in orzh America thai 
apiain Pilot met up with hi brother in-law William Digb I a Lieuc.enam wich the 

53rd Regiment of Foot. In hi joumal emry for eptember 27'1, 1776 William Digby said
he wa suffering from illness. Howe ·er he 'did not rema,in long in that situation a the 
First Brigade landed from t Johns the 31" regimem composing pan of it when my 
brother in law Capt Pilot gave me eve1J1 assi ranee in hi power - got me a good 
physician and had me renwved into his tent which had a sto e where I recovered fast. -0 

Elizabeth Pilot s memoir is a valuable record of her brother William s history. The editor 
of the published versi011 of his journal had lamented being baffled .. , i,z obtaining 
particulars conceming his farnz'/y and early history. 21 Though Elizabeth Pilot did not 
rnention the incident from William s journal in her memoir. it is clear that she had 1zew 
from her hu band during thi time. 

M ace unt f ur ather \\ere fa urable. He liked anada a 
much a he c uld any place wh n eparated fr m hi family and he v. a 
n t exp ed t much danger, a the Reg' remained in anada which v. a 
in a peacable tate. He till urged me t g ut in the pring. my 
y unge t hild F[ranc ] 22 wa n w beN n 2 and 3 y ar ld I wa 
r · lved t get her b me that he t m ight g t merica. 

Tb pring arrived and I r newed my eff rt t g t Ameri a. It 
wa a danger u time a the war wa arrying n with great vi lcn e and 

many f thc Enemy hip b ing at ca uld render it cry un afc . I 
thcrcf re again rclinqw bed g ing and cndcav urcd t v.ait pati ntl fi r 
my Hu band return in vb'. I re eived a leuer fr m him dated 
Port mouth where he had arri d, but being oblig d to g t London 
with men und r his care he could n t immediately go to an he ter, 
and begged I would meet him in London. I reflected on the great expense 
a j umey f 1 4 miles would cca i n and a be w uld n t 1 ng e 
detained there I \ r te t rec ncile him t my waiting for him at 

anchester. He acquie ced and a o n a bi bu ine wa fini bed 

20 Baxter The Bn'1ish !11vasio11, pp. 149-50.
21 Baxter 771e Bn'1isl, invasion p. iv.
22 Frances ughton b m in March, 1775, in Manchester England and named after Sir James

dolphus ught n,, h with hi wife st d as g parent , t ind' ate their regard for apt. Pilot. 
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bouJd so n occur but the danger f de tructi n being r m ved the 
lightened heart was ready t bare a contrary fi ling. All the Trunk were 

f c ur bell w and mu t be br ugbt up t procure this chang of dre , 
and every one v,a anxi us fir th ir �n. nd v,hen the Trunks\� re 
br ught up, where were we t dr ) \; e had n abin t r tire t l 
H wever ,ve c ntrived t effec t our purp e th in hurry and confu ion. 
Y u ma upp e I wa n t in pi tit t dre ! be idea that we might n t 
be treated well and p i ly have ur clothe ( except what \.\ e had n) 
taken fr m u  , induced u t ecure a much n ur pers n a we c uld 
and n each f m children my elf I put tw f every article. Y ur 
Father put n hi unif rm and e ery ne el e acted a e did. 30 Thu 
prepare we v\ aited f, r the Event. T ur great a t ni hment the pani h 

hip ta ked fr m u while we aw with pica urc the di tant hip 
ad an ing - n r did the f, rmcr return. Thi n uct f the Encm \.\ a 
pcrfc tly una untablc. But it wa ! She relinquished a prize be might 
have e urc . The Almighty willed that we b uJd e: ape tbi alamiry 
a the Enemy return d no more. The Ship I spoke f ame up with u 
and pro ed t be only a Danish 1ercbantmao from the We t lndie 
bound for London. We told them our mi fortunes and reque ted the 

aptain w uld have an ace unt of us put int the L nd n Paper . 31 

B fi re un et, we \\ere again aJone n ith r friend r nem in igbt. Ob 
with h w thankful a heart I pr pared t put u all to bed[.] emp rary 

a in f canva "' ere erected and v\ ea.ried but tranquil in mind I laid 
me d � n t re t after an eventful da and lept under the pr tecti n f 
my merciful . All tbi did n t c ntribute t tbe re- t rati n f my 
health. y mind and b dy eemed wearing ut added t which I \,\ a 
again in the family wa . ne danger pa ed it plea ed d t give me 
an th r cau e of alarm. The calm wa ucceed d by a very high ind 

uite again t u  . At the a.me time a leak wa d · c v red in the hip and 
th water ncrea d h urly. Th Pump were c n tantly at w rk night 
and da . till the exact leak uJd n t be f und and the water encrca d 

10 !early apt. Pi! t had not been we:uing hi regimental when aboord and\ as pr bably attired
in wanner and more hard , earing c l  thes suitable f r a sea oyage. is StlltuS a a pri ner f \ ar 
w uld have been much better if he wa t be captured wearing the unili rm fan fficer rather than in 
non-regimental dress. 

11 '- hile there is no definitive pr fth:n the ni h captain fulfilled thi requeSt several L ndon 
OC\ papers, including chc VY/Jire/Ja/1 Eve11i11g Posr, o. 533 7 22-24.6 .17 0 p. 4; Uc d's Eve11i11g Posr,, 

o. 3 90, 23-26.6.1 7 0, p. 6 6· and the Lo11.do11 £ver,ir,g Post . 90 2, 24-27 .6.17 0, p. I, rep rted 
the following lcucr cxlract dated fr m Plymouth, 19 July: 'Last Saru.rday we received s me unpleasing 
news by the rue Brit n ordnance st reship, which put in here: he wa ne f the c nv y b und t 
Qucb c they had proceeded n thcir yage above LOO league t the we tward of Scilly,\ hen they 
fell in "�th and, ere cha d by five r six panish men f war, and the whole conv y dispersed. he 

fficcrs fthe True Briton are very apprehen ivc that many fthe fleet muSt be taken. They made their 
escape by being one of the weathermost ships. In consequence fthis disaSter and being leaky they 
made the be t of their way t thi port where they are n w in safety.' 
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'DAY AFrER DAY ADDS TO OUR MISERIES': 

THE PRIVATE DIARY OF A STAFF OFFICER 
ON THE WALCHEREN EXPEDITION, 1809 

PART2 

J Q LINE ITER 

'J hat f II w ec nd part f a j urnal -..,uitten during the infam u 
Walcheren expediti n f 1 09 probably by ieutenant- olonel Thoma Wal h 
(1777-1 10). 1 Wal h wa A i tant djutant eneral n the personal taffof 
Lieutenant-General ir Eyre te the expediti n ec nd-in- mman under 
the 2nd Earl f hatham. 

This cc nd part f the j umal pen n 7 Augu t 1809 with a de cripti n f 
the Frcn h so�ie fr m Flu hing. 

* 

ugu t 7th
• 

Th fore part of this day "' as v ry tormy accompanied with he rain. - It 
cl a a t I ck a little befor 5 we were disturbed fr dinn r 

y a fi f cueoy in the center which became very hea right. 
- It t e rtie made by the the Middelbu n our 
rigb eir force marched ut in [a] perh O men 
and after canered r th pl · I Th y 
cam ery gallant.ly till the r eceived them 
v. ith the m t determine n pirit and after tired in all 
ha re up n the ,.,n. erred attack e ded by a 

econd but th · t x th u t 
t g t the en - but with far I termina 
than the time c ·n Jc were d & dri 
back v. ith c n idera cd & P ner . - The Reg[!mcn] t 
m t en gcd v. ere 5' pani S•h Rcg[im n]t & th 1st 

L[igh]t Batt[ali ]n - t d t 5 r 6 Killed 110 
� unded & a few , [riga Maj r Bird2 f th 5,h_ 3 

- The En m suffe co having bad from 3 to 400 Killed 
& Wounded and 6 ff[ice O men taken Pri oners. - mong the fficer 

1 niversity of 'ichigan, te B x 29, vol. 3. I owe many thank to the raff of the 
\ illiam L. kmcnts Llbrary for pcnnission to publish the journal. 

1 Henry Bird (1 7 0-1 29) was taken prisoner. reed after the fall of ushing he fell ill with
, alchcren fevcr a.nd was sent h me (General rdcr ug 1809 The arional rchivcs (UK), 

hatham. PR 0/ /262). He later e to be a lieutenant c I nel. e11dema11's fagazine l 29 
I. 99(2) p, 370.

1 The official tally , as officers wounded and mi ing, I rgeant killed and 7 wounded 13
rank and file killed 126 wounded and 4 mi in . 
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I cl e th.i econd part of'\ al h s j umal here because once headquarters shifted 
from alch r n t S uth Be land, the character f th exp d.ition changed 
markedl . Tb xp d.iti n is m tly infamou fi r th ext n iv pread f 
\: alche.ren fev r', and it was ab ut tbi peri d (21 ugu t nv. ards) that illnes 

fir t reared it head. h third and final part f al h j umal tber fi re, will deal 
v. ith the m nth c v ring 22 ugu t to 22 eptemb r during ._,. hich th pr pect

f reaching ntwerp rapidly receded, relati n etv,een Army and a 
deteri rated and the exped.iti n rurned fr m a  fru trating erie f m · ad enture 
and p r luck int a tragic di a ter. 






































































































































