

















INTRODUCTION. 7

Dr Chambers’s grandson, Mr Charles E. S.
Chambers, to print it in its present form.
Whoever he was, the author of the MS. was
a keen Whig and a pious Presbyterian. Deeply
distrustful of Archibald Stewart, the Lord
Provost, whom he regarded (perhaps rightly
enough) as a Jacobite but thinly disguised, he
felt that the inadequately defended city of
Edinburgh had been betrayed into the enemy’s
hands. The narrative, therefore, though it has
little of historic novelty in it, is all the more
interesting as it is written from the point of
view of a sincere Whig, a standpoint now too
often lost to sight owing to the overpowering
glamour of Jacobite romance. The writer, we
see, regarded the success of a ‘Popish’ or
an ‘Italian’ prince with horror; to him the
Jacobite poets, Ramsay and Hamilton of Ban-
gour, were only ‘the mungerall burluesque
poet’ and ‘the nationall poetic good for nothing
lad,” and his Diary shows with much vigour
the dread the countryside had of the invading
Highland ¢Banditti” There is little new in
the account given of the battle of Preston-
pans; but we are glad to have the narrative
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the hue and ery of the irate Highlanders, is
new, at least to wus, and is told here with
much spirit, among the events of the first
week of October 1745. The perplexities of
the Presbyterian ministers, the most zealous
of whom were Dr Webster and the outspoken
and rash Mr MacVicar, are much animadverted
on, and the writer greatly deplores Edinburgh’s
silent Sabbaths and their cause, and even
appends a prayer for forgiveness, with a hint
that the silence enduring as long as four Sun-
days may be Divine punishment for ‘the stage
plays, dancing assemblies, and consorts of music’
which were ‘former abominations.” Mentioned
in the Diary are many petty spoliations by the
Highlanders, who scoured the country; but in
spite of their enumeration, and with the excep-
tion perhaps of a few cases of real oppression,
they all tend to show how moderate the
demands of the Jacobites were when they had
the country prostrate at their feet. They *gul-
ravished’ a public-house perhaps, ‘stole’ or took
many horses; attacked one or two houses—for
example, from Woodhouselee on October 16th
they stole some ‘linings,’ and even ‘beat the
B












THE WOODHOUSELEE MS.
1745.

SassatH, September 15, the Highlanders
were at Linlithgow and owr two Irish
Regements of Dragowns stood at the
west end of Corstorphin. Edinburgh was
alarmed the fyer bell by Archibald Stewart
(Alenbank and TLanton) provost. His
order was rung which disperssed all the
churches the time of lectur or the morn-
ing service. Letters came from Mr Philpe *
of Greenlaw to his Lady at Glencorse
Church, and we were allarmed with ac-
cownt Prince Charles and his Highland
bandits were at Corstorphin two miles
from Edinburgh and three from us at
Woodhows Lea. Mr John Wilson our
minister + deterred the people in church

* John Philp of Greenlaw.

T Of Glencorse Parish, from 1699 to his death, 14th
July 1757, in his 8lst year. He married in 1707,
Chuistian, daughter of William Douglas of Baads.
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Honest men must shift for themselves,
the scurlewheelers take possession by
break of day and this Tewsday, Septem-
ber 17, marches the heavy bagage on
the sowth syde of Breads Craiges. I saw
the cavillcade and all the Highland
wifes along with the bagage, and 3 or
400 men as a gwarde. They crossed
the Lintown rod I was walking along
to Edinburgh and I was a little
alarmed to be within ther hale becaws
the straglers of all bagag men ar
iregular but they they [sic] were in tope
spirits with the prospect of a warme
qwarters and plenty, upon the kind Lord
Provosts invitation. I crossed there rod
after they had past Morton, and came
up with ane honest farmer in Collington
Mains whos horses and cariages they
had pressed. He told me they had
plundered and brock all his furnetur,
they had robbed 6 silver spoons. 1
took off the by rode to Brade, and
went down to Canaan muir, and at a
distance I had a politer sight. This
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wine and has since been to kiss his hands
at Court. This is to far for honest George
Liviston’s daughter, but Collonel Ferguson’s
dawghter has gon further. Archibald
Broun of Blackfoord took a protection
from the Prince but a party under ane
officer seased and carryed off two of his
horses since he had this.

George Balentin, minister of Craigie * in
Airshire, came to us to see his freinds
left his horse at Woodhowslea and walked
to town afoot. He went down to Mr
Blair's in Cannonget and was detained
supper ; and passing at Nether Bow Port
with his great freise ryding coat the
Highland gaird did not stop him but it
struck on Lumbsden a sone of Lumsden
the writer and grandchild to the Episcopall
minister and a volunteer with his white
cocad and his sword under his arme.
It struck Lumsden in the head that Mr
Balantin was a spye and he follows him

* Son of Mr James Bannatyne, one of the ministers
of Edinburgh, afterwards minister of the West Church,
Glasgow. Died 9th September 1769.
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excurtions in the night for plunder and
robery. They robed some butchers on
owr Linton rod and last night came to
Bread Howse and took all they cowld
lay hands upon from Mrs Brown, and
October 12, came this rod and did all
disorders of plunder and robry that law-
less wandring wasters (such they ar)
cowld doe. At Corsehowse at the Dysters,
at the foord of Glencorse water, they
took cloath and all. They knocked at
the ministers but got not in. Abowt 20
of them returned to the Howgate and
took free qwarter at Charles Straton’s,
hade all his bapes and ale put one a
large fyer, and drunk a bottle of whiscke,
went in to the weedow woman Brown’s
and spoyled her howse. This marrading
by such worse then hussars strikes a
terror all rownd but (thank God) we have
not had this dismall visitation fall to our
share as yet. :

October 14, we ar in a state of intestin
war. A camp of Highlanders dayly incres-
sing and within 4 miles of us strolers
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she was forsed to quit what she had.
This gratiows Prince has many proclama-
tions, manefestos, and declarations, but he
will keep them as his grandfather did if
he is trusted.

October 16, ther were 60 of the crew
came owt in the fornon owr Linton rod,
and spread themselves in parties they
came to Bow Bridge, and gulravished in
the publick hows. They came to Pentland
and Straton and plundered, and a partie
came to Fulford and took what they
cowld lay hands one. They payed us a
visite and I met 24 of them withowt
the entrie and asked what they came
for, they answered in sarch of armes. I
told if that was ther orders. two or
three of them might go in and the rest
might have meat and drink we agreed
on this and 4 went in, but armes was
the least they minded. They asked
money; I gave them 5 shillings. They
wowld have had a gwinee. They are
artefull theeves for they had there spyes
on the hills and rysing grownd and saw
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This October 24, ’tis said Prince Charles
has fixed his headqwarters at Dalkeith in
Duck Balclwghs howse or palace there. I
hear now he only comes and goes betwix
this and the Abby.

October 25, two of Greenlaw gward
Donald and John Stewarts* came and
dined with us. Donald is a strong man
seems past midle age, the other I gwess
to be past 36 by a story he told of his
being sheering at Lochen with Sir John
Warrander abowt twenty years agon, and
that Sir John was to have retained him
for his servant. He said he had been
this expedition at Dunbar and browght
in William Sandelands prisoner. They
gave us accownt of ane accident happened
at the howse of Shank. Lord Elchest
lives ther, and Captain Stewart from
Roslen went to that hows in qwest of

* Probably Donald Stewart, brewer in Tycharan in
Appin, and John Stewart, brewer in Creganich, Lismore
Isle, both serjeants in the ¢Rebel Army.’—‘List of
Persons Concerned in the Rebellion,’ Scottish History
Society, pp. 288-89.

t Patrick Grant, Lord Elchies, died 1754.
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burgh at Buckstain I met from Swanston
a sett of cowntry men carrying in 3
Highlanders and using them not tenderly,
but the gang have irritat the cowntry
by there pilfering and oppression and
they ar seased everywhere and taken
to the Castle of Edinburgh and there
money and things taken from them. ’Tis
reported abowt 1000 have deserted since -
they went sowth. The fellow was ownded
when taken at Castellaw had a furr hatt
and shirt with Camrick ruffells down
the brest and very clean and white
where not bloody he caled his name
Cameron when I asked him, but had
no dowt robbed the shirt. Abowt
the begining of November A. Stewart,
late Lord Provost, in going to London
asked Generall Wade’s pass, he being
member of the House of Commons. The
Generall said he showld have it but that
many things were said against him,
and he wished he might clear himself,
and Lord Trawly asked if he -carryed
up ane address from the City of Edin-
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May ue see no more sheans of blood-
sheed and confusion O Lord. Rebwk the
ambitiows the ambitiows, the prowd, and
cruell men have risen up against us, and
turne the cowncils of these unto foolish-
ness and lett not men be as the fishes
of the sea to swallow up and devowr
one another. Owr Cowncils are weake and
disconserted and our rowers have browght
us into deep waters. Lett us not be
brock by the east wind in the midest
of the reaging of the seas. Thow rowls
in the raging of the seas and overrowls
the tumults of the people. The waters
have lifted up themselves on high, the
trowbled seas throw up myre and filth,
the dreg and scum of a nation have
trowbled the waters; twrn there broad-
swords into prooning hooks and there
spears into plow shears; lett the edge of
there deadly wapons pearce the sowls of
the obstinat. Art Thow not it who
brock Rachab in pices and in 1688 and
in 1715 wownded the dragon. Lett these
appearances owr fathers have told us of






