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To the Editor of the Montreal Herald

SIR,

THE delusions which havefor some

time been practised upon the public,

have become oflate so gross, that it becomes a du-

ty to attempt to counteract their effects, especially

as they are intended to deceive people at a distance ;

particularly in Great Britain, as to the late and
present state of this Country.

The last dddrejfesfrom this place and Quebec to

His Excellency Sir George Prevost, are so

fulsome andfalse, that they appear to offer a chal-

lenge to any man armed with a pen, who shall

dare to oppose or expose the sentiments therein ex-

prejfed.

That Challenge , feeble as any pen is, I accept

%

*
,

•
» on
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dn behalfofallthe inhabitants ofthe Canadas wb§
may , value their permanent safety and welfare,

more than time serving interests ; and truth and
independance, more than misrepresentation and
servility?

In consequence, I hereby pledge myself by *
simple narrative of Sir George's administra*

tion, civil and military, bottomed upon plain but

undisguisedfacts, (for truth shall be my guide%

however unpalatable to some it may be) to prove

that the public is grossly imposed upon ; that Sir

George, neither by hisforesight, conciliation, ex*

ample, or impulse, calledforth the energies ofthe

militia of either Province ; and that the merit of
preserving themfrom conquest belongs not to hinu

Finally, that he has left the people ofthis Pro*

vince, far more seriously divided in sentiment than

hefound them.

Montreal had the honor ofgiving thefirst im-

pulse in Lower Canada, towards a determined

resistance of the enemy* Let us endeavour also to

have the honor ofexposingfalsehood, and bring*

tng back the people to the exercise of their sound

political senses.

I shall begin, Mr. Editor^ next week, to oc-

cupy some ofyour columns, chiefly with Sir George*

s

military conduct, and continue in your succeeding

Heralds, until /have gone through whatIpropose.

All thejavor Ientreat is, that instead of abuse9
I may be met in thefair field of argument and

matter offact. "VERITAS"

M*ntre3t
%
^th April\ 1 8 1 5.



To the Editor of the Montreal Herald

[No. L]
SIR,

IN pursuance of my promise, I now

JL proceed, by a plain relation of facts,

to expose the deceptions that have been so un-

remittingly practised, with a view to impose u-

pon His Majesty's Government, and our fellow

subjects at a distance, by attempting to erect

Sir George Prevost into an Idol of adoration,

that every one was to fall down and worship, or

submit to be branded as factions and disaffected^

Many of different sentiments would silently

have allowed the matter to pass over, had there

been any kind of decency or measure in the in-

cense offered ; but the Addreffes have of late

been so fulsome, and so devoid of truth, that

the most torpid who feel for the honor of their

country, must be roused to offer their reasons

for refusing to join the idolatrous, in this new
species of political worship.

Another powerful motive impels me to come
forward on this occasion, which is to endeavor

to prevent the stream of materials for the history

of the late war, from being polluted by the de-

leterious mixtures of falsehood and misrepre-

sentation, which panders and sycophants are in-

fusing therein.

Such a proceeding may posiibly* by some, be
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called libellous, but what I mean to write cau-

not be a libel, unlefs historic truth be such. Ac-

cusations however of that description, will come
with a bad grace from those who have systema-

tically framed and circulated a series of the most

grievous calumnies and libels against the mem-
ory of Sir James Craig, and these under the

sanction of Sir George Prevost, inasmuch as

may be fairly inferred, from his receiving an

Addrefs from a former House cf Aflembiy, stuf-

fed with grofs abuse of his predeceflbr in office,

and praise of himself ; which he swallowed

without remark or reproof ;—and also as may
be inferred, from rhe countenance given at

Head Quarters to that miserable Paper the Spec-*

tateur^ which appears to have been set up at

first, and to be continued for no other purpose

than to vent calumny and abuse against Sir Jas.

Craig, both Councils of this Province, and aU
most every respectable character in the commuT

* nity ; whilst it heaped upon Sir George Prevost^

the most servile adulation, bottomed upon false-

hood.

The war being over, the language of truth

can be fearlesly used, without injury to the sa-

fety and interests, as in future they cannot be

affe£ted by a discuffion of the question, whether

Sir George's merits as to the past, have beea

over-rated or not.

Notwithstandingwe had foryears before, been

threatened with war by the United States, yet

Sir George having entered upon the exercise of

his
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his fun&ions, apparently with a determination

to act contrary to his predeceflbr in every tiling

;

and Sir James Craig having unfortunately emp-
loyed one Henry, who proved a traitor, to pro-

cure intelligence ofthe then designs of the fi m~
erican Government against this country ; Sir

George would employ none, and took no pre-

caution whatever to get information, even of

the war when declared. 'Mr. Fofter our wise

Minister at Washington, sent notice of the de-

claration of war ; it is true, but by a chance con-

veyance to New-York, to be forwarded from
thence to Lower-Canada, oy some safe acciden*

tal hand, no doubt to save expence, and it arrived

at Montreal several weeks afterwards. To Up-
per Canada he sent no notice at all. The want
of intelligence of the enemy's military designs

and movements, has been so notorious through-
out the war, that I shall pointedly touch there-

on hereafter.

Happily individual diligence and zeal made
up for these grois and unpardonable neglects.

The war was known at Montreal and at Queen-
stQn in Upper Canada by private expreffes,insix:

days after its declaration at Washington, and at

Quebec and York, the seats of Government,
in twenty four hours more.

Some of those about Head Quarters, doubted
the intelligence, and considered it some mer-
cantile speculation ; but upon re-consideration,
they were thrown into the other extreme, and
ft\\ into such a 6tate of alarm as is now scarcely

credible,
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credible, and which the subjects of if would be

glad to have buried in oblivion—for really from
the Chateau downwards, thefirst impulse with
many at Quebec , was to push off their wives and
families to England, as it must soon be besieged.

Fortunately it was otherwise at Montreal ; for

here the first imprefiion was, to remain at our

posts and prepare for their defence—hence the

fiank and artillery companies of the first or En-
glifh Battalion of Town Militia, of their own
mere motion (before orders or arms were kTued

to them) instantly began to exercise in marching

onthe G hamp de Mars, every morning at 5,

and every evening at 6 o'clock. They continu-

ed after they got arms, with great perseverance

and diligence to learn the use ofthem, and being

joined by another company of that Battalion,

became afterwards Embodied Volunteers, active

and zealous in defence of the Country.

The flank companies of the Canadian Towa
Militia, to their praise be it spoken, soon after

caught the example, and followed it ; whilst in

the country the common language then was,

nous resterons tranquiles chez nous, or nous mar~

eberons tous ensemble, which in plain Englifli arc

pretty synonimus. The town Sedentary Mi-
litia were not tardy in following the example of

their flank companies, and the Champ de Mars
for the whole Summer of 1 8 1 2, actually resem-

bled a be hive, from the multitudes actively em-
ployed upon it, in learning military exercises.

The
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The month before the war, there had been a

draft of Militia to be embodied for three months,

which occasioned great discontents over the

Province, and which in the Country Pariflies of

this Island broke out into open violence; at Nou-

Yelle Beauce, and at Pointe aux Trembles, near

Quebec, it was nearly as bad,

It was strongly suspe&ed, that this discbnt-

xnent was fomented by some of those, now tne

staunch advocates of Sir George Prevost. Be

this as it may, it is certain that nit one of his

now self called friends and favourites, stepped

forward to undeceive their countrymen, and

preach submission to the laws ; for after an op*

position, by some of the refractory, to a party

sent to apprehend Militia Deserters, a multitude

from the country Parishes aflembled at Pointe

Claire and La Chine, about a week after the

war was known ; some in arms, and all de*

termined to go to La Prairie, where the Militia

Drafts were, and bring them away in triumph.

Whilst this was in progress, Sir George was
on his way from Quebec, and before he arrived,

or could poffibly be consulted, decision became
necessary. Accordingly a Committee of the Ex-
ocutive Council resident here, lost not a moment
in sending out a mission to reason with the tu-

multuous and warn them of their fate, if they
persisted in their conduct and designs ; and
which mission to give it due effect, was imme*
<liately followed by a detachment of troops and
artillery furnifhed by Generel Vincent, as he
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Said, lijfon the requisition of the said Com-
mittee ; a magistrate was also sent to accom-
pany the military force. The members of

that million, the said magistrate, as also some
Gentlemen of their own accord, from the im-
pulse of humanity, did their utmostbyreasoning^
to persuade the insurgents, whom they met at

La Chine on their way to La Prairie, to disperse,

but without effect.—They persisted, and beca-

me so insolent, that the application of the mili-

tary force sent out became indispensable; butik

was applied with great forbearance and humani-
ty by Lt. Col. Plenderleath, 49th Regt. who
commanded ; and only one man fell a sacrifice,

although some returned the fire ofthe troops.

Next morning allth« flank companies of the

Town Militia, after being armed, marched out

to the assistance of the troops, whom they join*

ed at La Chine, and the whole united, marched

on to Pointe Claire. The insurgents retired from

La Chine in the night preceding, and learning

what was paffing, now dispersed. Detach-

ments were sent out from Pointe Claire, and

some of the most forw ard of the Infurgents were

apprehended, whilst others were notified to

come to town and surrender, or abide the con-

sequences.

The day after this, the troops and town mi-

litia marched back by another road in triumph,

and a proud triumph it was to the latter, and to

their immortal honor, to have aided in showing

the refra&ory, that there was a power to punifh,

as
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as well as protect ; and farther by their exa~ •

pie, to have contributed' in bringing back their

countrymen to a fenfe of their duty ; as from

that moment matters took quite a different turn.

But who will pretend to decide, what the ex-

tent of the effect of a contrary example on that

critical occafion might have been ; or even had

the Town Militia remained indifferent Specta-

tors ; or had the Committee of Council been lefs

prompt in their meafures, or had they waited to

confult the Governor. In either of thefe pof~

fible cafes* the infection of mfurrecYion might

have fpread like wild fire, and Pointe Claire and

Nouvelle Beauce, been joined together by the

intermediate parifhes ; for the multitude of ev-

ery country is giddy, and there are always felf

flyled Patriots ready to blow the coals. 1 fhud-

der to think of it, but thank God, inftead of this,

Sir George (who had no hand whatever in bring-

ing about this happy change) had only to come
and thank the town militia on their return, and
next day to receive the fubmiflion of the late

leading infurgents, feveral ofwhom were com-
mitted, tried, and convicted.

Sir George gave one of his Parliamentary

friends (when he waited upon him at the Gov-
ernment Houfe, Montreal, on that occafion) a
moft violent philippic, for his double dealing

in the bufinefs 5-but he has been fince re-admit-

ted into the corps of puffers of his pretended

fame—whilft thofe who at that time were the

means
c s



mcms of faving him and the Province, and at

all times have been foremoft in gi\ing the ex-

ample of a determination to refifV the enemy,
are calumniated as a faction, becaufe they are

non-adorers. Thofe who are now his b'jfom

friends, are many of them men (who to fay no
worfe) ftirred n )t one ftep in the day of need,

to give an example to their refractory country-

men—but who wrere ready after the impulfe

was given to profit by it fo far, as to condescend

to accept of lucrative fituations in the militia,

fome of whom however foon refTgned, when
they found that fuch fituations were not to be

finecures.

Now let it be borne in mind, that the difcon-

tents above faid about the militia drafts, origin-

ated from an act paffed and executed during Sir

George's own administration. Here, then wTas

a fine opportunity for demonftrating by deeds
,

inftead of words , the devotion of the Canadian

population to their political idol, and of his

great influence over them, but nothing was feen

or felt of either, until aftei the active example

of the Englifh at that alarming crifis, had pro-

duced the happy change which enfued ; and

which change has ena^ed his fatellites (carefully

concealing the caufe) by falfehoods and mifrep-

refentations, to make fuch Life of it, in the end-

lefs addrefles manufactured fince, with a view to

impeft upon people at a diftance, who do not

know tne real ftate of tie cafe.— urely it can-

not be fuppoled, that bir George was fo negli-

gent
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gent of his duty atfuch a crifls, as not to have

ufed his influence, ifhehadany; but whether

he did ufe it or not, is for him and His friends to

fettle.— All we know is, that there were no v'i-

fibleufeful effects of it, at that alarming period.

There is a piece of hiftory about the Militia

A£t which fhould be had in remembrance.

—

The leaders in the then Affembly, now warm
friends of Sir George, got a claufe infer ted in the

Bill, to prohibit fervice in the militia by ftthfti*

tution, a meafure unprecedented even in the an-

nals of Bonaparte's tyranny, and another claufe

to prevent militiamen, when embodied, from
being employed as fervants to officers.—Thefe

were especially intended to create difcontent a-

mong the Englifh part of the population, as be-

bemg fuppofed to attack their feelings in tender

points, confequently as general difcontents in

the execution of the militia a dr. were expected
;

it was thought that by adroit management, it

would thence be eafy to afcribe their origin to

the Englifh.*

The loyalty and zeal, however, of that clafs,

defeated the plan ; the draft took place, and the

Englifli furnifhed their quota promptly ; but

contrary to expectation, the complaints were fo

violent among the Canadians about the prohibi-

tion of fubftitution, that fome of the authors of

that

* By English, I mean those born in Great Britain, or Ireland

,

or in any other part of the King's dominions, of British or Iiish

descent.
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that moft tyrannical meafure, were actually re-

proached and infulted for it.—The claufe about

militiamen as fervants was broken through by
fome of its framers, who had became officers,

doubtlefs not intending it to affect themfelves.

What a proud confideration it is for the En-
glim, who have given an un bought and unre-

mitted fupport to the Government in whatfo-

ever related to the defence of the country during

the war, to reflect, that the moft pointed neg-

lect and unjuft infinuations, haze been (and I

truft ever will be) unable to make them fwerve

from their duty to their King and Country,

—

And it adds to that lofty fentiment, to be able to

fay with truth, that if the Governor's alledged

enemies had been as cool and indifferent at the

outfet, about the defence of the Country, as ma-
ny of his pretended warm friends were, the Pro-

vince would have been loft,

VERITAS.

N. B. In my next I shall proceed to some of the operations

in Upper Canada.



W'& ( '5 '
;

[No. ii.]

To the Editor of (he Montreal Herald

Sir,

My first number having had refer-

ence '.rmsactions in this Province, let me
pass on to Uppei Canada.—After the declara-

tion of war by i
} .e United States, had obtained

belief at Quebec, Sir George Prevost dispatched

orders to Captain Roberts, commanding at the

Island of St. Joseph, to acl upon the defensive.

General Brock was at York, when he receiv-

ed the account of the war, which was conveyed

from Queenfton in a very short time ; and im-

mediately after he sent notice thereof to Lt. Col.

St. George, at Amherstburg, and to Capt. Ro-
berts. This express was foon followed by allo-

ts er to St. Joseph, whereby General Brock .di-

rected Capt Roberts to attack Michilimackinac

immediately, if he saw a prospect of success.

That Officer, who had only a handful of in-

valid Veterans under s his orders, was stimulat-

ed to act by the traders there, who saw the im-
portance and necessity of instant decision, in or-

der to circumvent the enemy, and secure the In-

dians in that quarter, who were then not at war
with the United States. Those traders w
mised their zealous co-operation, which
faithfully performed. Captain Roberts - -

cuwi. g
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curring in their opinion, determined (much to

bis credit) to follow the instructions of General
Erock, his immediate Commander, in prefer-

ence to those of Sir George ; and accordingly

an expedition was organized, consisting of 30
or 40 Veterans, 200 traders and their engagees,

with about 400 Indians, who proceeded to at-

tack the American fort Michilimackinac
;
which,

upon a landing being effected upon that Island,

furrendered by capitulation, the 17th of July
181 2, (a month after the declaration of war at

Washington,) without a drop of blood spilt on
either side.

Colonel St. George, at Amherstburg, receiv-

ed from General Brock, information of the war
in time to enable him to lay hold of the bag-

gage and medicines of General Hull's army, as

the vessel therewith was entering Detroit river,

in the hope of our ignorance of the purpose

for which that army was approaching by land

from the interior* This circumvention of

Hull, affected him greatly, and marred his af-

ter proceedings. He however crossed over to

the Britifh side at Sandwich, on the 1 2th of

July, 1812, with an exterminating proclama-

tion in his hand, (brought from Washington)

after a previous cannonade by him of that de-

fencelefs village.

Information of this invasion was soon re-

ceived by General Brock, at Fort George, where

he had speedily arrived from, York, with ah in-

tentica
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tention of attacking Fort Niagara ; but he hesi-

tated about that measure from various consider-

ations, part whereof were his having had no

icial account of the war, nor any order from

Sir George Prevost to guide his proceedings,

indeed it is asserted and believed, that the for-

mer did not receive from the latter any written

ordei; or instruction for six weeks after the war
was declared. So hopelefs it seems, did Sir

George consider the state of Upper Canada,

> that he avoided meddling therewith, leaving the

gallant Brock to his own counsel, and thereby

cunningly reserving to himself the power of

censure or praise, according to events.

Thus commenced that indecisive conduct,

which unhappily Sir George so stedfistly ad-

hered to, during the whole course of the war.

General Brock issued at Fort George an ad-

mirable proclamation, in counteraction of Hull's

ferocious one, and sent Colonel (now General)

Procter, with a fmall reinforcement' (his means
allowing of none other) to Arnherstburg, where
he assumed, the command, whilst the Genera}

returned to York, to meet the Legislature 0£
Upper Canada, which, as Prefident of that Pro-

vince, he had called together, for an extra feflion

upon the war being known. This feflion was
fhort, and on the 6th of Auguft, 1812, he left

York with about 100 volunteer Militia, which
were increased about Long Point, the whole
proceeding by land and water to Arnherstburg,

Owing to the great exertion and personal

ex-
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example of their beloved Commander, they

reached that place about the 1 2th of that month,

before which time Hull had re-crossed to De-
troit, after committing various excesses, having

failed in his attempts to pass the little river Ca-

nard, above Amherstburg, and having lost a

convoy of provisions, which was captured by a

party of the 41st Regt. and Indians, that had

been sent into his rear by Colonel Procter, be-

fore General Brock ai rived, in order to inter-

rupt Hull s communications, and intercept his

supplies.

Hull on learning the arrival of Brock, was
appalled, as he had previoufly received informa-

tion of the capture of Michiiimackinac, where-

by the northern hive of Indians; as he termed

them, was let loofe againft him.

General Brock loft not a moment, and march-

ing up to Sandwich with what troops and mili-

tia he had collected, and a band or Indians un-

der the brave and ever to be lamented celebra-

ted ChiefTecumfeth, he cannonaded the enemy
in their pofition at Detroit, and next day paffed

over with his whole force to the American fide

fome miles below, with a determination to af-

fault that poft ; but General Hull prevented

that neceflity, by capitulating, to furrender foim-

felf andliis army of 2500 men, with 25 pieces

of cannon, which took place on the 16th of

Auguft, 1 8 1 2. This moft important event was

effected without lofs, and an invaluable acquifi*

tion
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tionof mufquetry and cannon thereby obtained,

whereof we were greatly in want, elpecially of

the former, for the militia, who now had the

honor of equipping themfelves with the ipoils

they fo meritorioufly aided in capturing from

the enemy. General Brock, alike humane as

brave, allowed the American Militia to go home,

and after providing for their return in safety to

Kentucky and Ohio, leaving Colonel Procter in

command at Detroit, he flew back as it were to

Fort George, which he reached on the 24th of

the before mentioned month.

Then or before^ was communicated to him the

information of that deadly armijlice, concluded

by £>ir George Prevofl with General Dearborn,

which had fo fatal an effect upon all the future

operations, and which tied up the hands of the

gallant Brock, from executing his intended plan

of fweeping the American Ports, to Sackett's

Harbour inclufive—an operation that mdft cer-

tainly could have been then effected.

This armiftice propofed by Sir George Pre«

voft merits ferious confideration, from its ope-

ration being fo greatly in favor of the enemy at

that time, and fo difadvantageous to us.—

A

period moft precious to us, ifwe had profited of
it with vigour, was thereby loft in inaction, and
the enemy in confequence, allowed to recover

from the panic, into which they were thrown
by Hull's capture.

The tranfport of the American Stores, ord-

B nance
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nance and provifions, of each of which they

were much in want, not being prohibited by
that armiftice, Was accordingly protected and
f .ciliated by it on Lake Ontario, and along the

Niagara frontier, beyond the enemy's moft fan -

gujne hope?, whilft their then only difpofablc

and invading force, under General Hull, on
t e Detroit frontier, was left at full liberty, to

p ofic by circumftances, the armiftice as to him
being at his option.

Moft fortunately, however, Hull's bufinefs

was fettled by capitulation before the armiftice

Was known to General Brock or him ; but had

it reached him in time, he of courfe would glad-

ly have accepted it, to gain delay for the arrival

of reinforcements,\nd a fupply of provifions,

from which would have refulted the falvation

of his army, the prejudicial confequences where-

of to us are incalculable
;
for, had a knowledge

of it reached the Indian nations at that time,

fuch a difguft and diftruft would have been

thereby excited, as could never have been remo-

ved ; and the firft effeft of which would have

appeared in the immediate difperfion of the In-

dians, whofe powerful and indispenfable aid, at

that early period of the conteft, would have

been totally loft to us. To the fadts and obfer-

vations above ftated, I muft add the extraordi-

nary cFcumftance, that a rtaff Officer was fent

exprefs from Montreal to Upper Canada, to pre-

vent General Brock from proceeding to the

altera Diftrift, but which moft happily was

prevented
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prevented from taking effect, by the extraordi-

nary rapidity of the movements of that rfiof! tieto*

lous and gallant officer, who had move J tkith£{

before the o r
Iicer fo fent could reach him.

Madifon's rejection of this armifilce, was fol-

lowed by l^aX. chilling defensive syjlem^ which

General Brock wis inftrueted by Sir George to

follow, and which palsied his operations, until

his country had to mourn over his fatal 1 >fs, at

the battle of Queenfton, on the 13th of October,

1812.

Such however was the effect of the impulfe

he had given, and the valour and zeal where -

withthe regular troops, militia, and Indians, had
been infpired, that the valuable effects thereof

furvived him, and gave a brilliant victory or*

that day to his fucceffor, General Sheaffe, a lo-

ver of armiftices alfo, who in proof thereof,

made one ofhis own^ which threw away moft of

the advantages ot that victory ; for he neglected

(although ftrongly urged thereto,) to take Fort

Niagara, which could have been done on the af-

ternoon of the day of the Queenfton battle,

without lofs, as the enemy had temporarily, en-

tirely, or almoft entirely, then evacu ted ir. rial

he done this, and at fame time eroded over a
part of his force to Lewis Town, as he wa > r-

ged to do, and as Brock would h ive done, had
he furvived, the whole Niagara line would nave
been cleared of the enemy, and all our aiter di-

fafter6 in that quarter prevented*
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ft has been urged in favor of Sir George's ti-

mid defend ve fyftem, that it was proper, in or-

der to avoid irritating the enemy, and thereby

uniting them ;—as alfo that his force was inade-

quate to offenfive warfare. Now no pofitions

were ever more untenable ; for to think ofconci-

liating an enemy, ny leaving to him the full be-

nefit of maturing in fecurity all his means of an*

noyance agamft you, and at the fame time muz*
zling yourfelf, is a molt extraordinary do&rine.

Surely to do fo, muft enfure fuccefs to that ene-

my, as we know, that fuccefs will unite difcor-

dant parties and interefts; whilft defeats pro-

mote diiiinion, and would have ftrengthened the

anti-war party in the States, by furnifhing to

them unanswerable arguments, when depicting

the folly and impolicy of the war, which had
been fo wantonly declared by the Madifonian

party.

Were fadts in fupport of this view of the fub-

jecl: neceflary, they would be found; in the ef-

fects upon the public mind in that country, pro-

duced by the capture of Michilimakinac and
Detroit, with Hull's army.

Did thefe events irritate and unite the enemy
again ft us ? no ;

they increafed irritation it is true,

but againft their own Government,

In difcuffing the merits or demerits ofSir

George's deftnfivefyjiem^ it is proper to define,

what I mean by offenfive and defenfive. Accor-

dingly, I do not mean to contend for fuch a

fyftem
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fyftem of operations, as would have aimed at a

military occupancy during the war, of any one

Poft in the States along the Canada front er, ex-

cepting Fort Niagara, and perhaps Ofwego, with

fuch Pofts within the Indian territory only as

might have been neceflary for their and our de-

fence : but I do moil ftrongly contend, that a

fyftem of attack upon the depots of the enemy
along our frontiers, whether military or naval,

for the purpofe of deftroying them before com-
pletion, and then retiring into our own territo-

ry, would have been the heft, the cheapeft, and
in all points of view, the moft effectual defence

for thefe provinces, conjointly with a refpefl;-

able naval force upon the Lakes to cover and

give fecurity and efficiency to fuch a mode of

warfare.

I alfo contend, that this would not have irri-

tated, butdifunited the enemy, becaufe the with-

drawal in fucceflion ofour attacking force, im-
mediately after the attainment of the objects

thcreofrefpectively, would have proved by fads,

not to be mifunderftood, that our purpofe was
not attack beyond the ftrid line of what was in-

difpenfable to ward offtheeffe&s ofthe prepara-
tions making at thofe depots, with a view to our
fubjugation.

And as to deficiency of means, or offorce, un-
der the orders of Sir George, for executing fuch
a fyftem of attack, I deny the fa&. Look only
at what was done by th> a£U fe energy ofa Brock,

with
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with a handful of men ; alfo what more he
would have done had his hands not been tied at

a period fo ill timed; and contraft thefe with

the drowfy inactivity of Sir George Prevoft, and
its fatal confequences. It is activity and ener-

gy of mind which are valuable requisites in the

qualifications of a military commander, and not

the locomotive faculty of a Poft-boy, which can

be better executed, in general, by a fubftitute

than a principal.

Mod military men will allow, that a long line

cannot be effectually defended by a few troops,

if the enemy be left wholly at liberty without

counteraction, to choofe his time and place of

attack
; whereas, if inftead of attempting to de-

fend the whole line, the lefs important points

were abandoned for a time, and the force con-

centered in one or more important pofitions ;

andfuchforce when fo concentrated, converted

into an active, inftead of a paffive one
y by either

attacking the enemy at once, in his chiefprepa-

ratory depots; or by threatening feveral of them,

turn feints into real attacks as opportunities of-

fered ; the tables would, by fuch a fyftem, be

turned, and the enemy (efpecially an undifci-

plined one) be reduced to the defenfive.

According to the well known principle in

mechanics, that velocity is equal to weight, a

fmall force,by well directed activity of operation,

maybe madetoproducea greatereffect, than three

times
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times its numerical ftrength could, when tied to

the difheartening fyftem or mere defence.

Let me pause here, and return to Lower-Ca-

nada, for the purpofe of making this remark,

which no fopbiftry can overturn, viz :—that the

capture of Michilimakinac, with that of Detroit,

and General Hull's army ; and the occular

proof thereof afforded to the population ofLow-

er Canada by the march of that General, his of-

ficers and regular troops, as prifoners through

Montreal ; came fo opportunely in aid of the

la Chine bufinefs, as in conjunftion therewith,

and the previous activity and zeal difplayed at

Montreal; to Jirike dumb the preachers of prin

denct, to fix the wavering, and to confirm the

great bulk of the people in loyalty*

Now in the name of truth, what Chare or me-

rit had Sir George Prevoft in all this ? None !

notwithstanding all the falfehoods fo induftri-

oufly circulated by the * Editor of the Quebec
Gazette,

Note * This Gentleman is now calling out for a truce or ar-

mistice, which doubtless would be very convenient for the putpo-

pose of his party, in order that the poison infused by his and their

false representations, might take full effect, by with-holding the

anbdote of truth \ but that cannot be, after such continued .de-

ceptions, and more especially after the most fake and impudent

two per cent doctrine^ promulgated by that Editor, wherein he

makes the approval of Sir George's measures, the criterion of loy-

alty ;—consequently by that rule, those who stirred themselves

most actively in the support of the Government, during the war,
and at its commencement marched to suppress an insurrection

striking at the vital,? of our defence, are to be held as disloyal ;

and the insurgents with their abettors at that time, good men and
true—for true it is, that most of the former are non-addresssers,

whila all ofthe latter are addresses.
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Gazette, and reprinted at Halifax. He was mere*

ly a paffive inftrument at that time ; neither

did he give any orders or irnpulfe, nor did bis

now pretended friends give any example, to pro-

duce or contribute io^fucb bappy events. In the'

whole of these events^ all that he had to do, was
to reap the fruits of what others had sown ; but

much of which fruit was allowed to perilh with-

out being ufed ; and yet at this day it would be

fuppofed (if we liftened only to the addreffers,

and could banifh the life of our memories) that

all was owing to Sir George.

It is well known that a perfon by repeatedly

mentioning a ftory, however unfounded, at

laft believes in it, and fo it may be with many,
who aid in the delufion practifed and pradtifing ;

but it is in the recollection of many, what fur-

prife was expreffed by one of Sir George's suite,

upon their arrival at Montreal, the beginning of

July, 1 8 1 2 ; when he exclaimed—" Why you
are quite a different people here, for inftead of

alarm, all feem to have laid afide bufinefs, and to

think of nothing but preparation to refift the c«

nemy."

It has been often faid, that Sir George has the

merit of doing what Sir James Craig would not

have attempted, viz : to defend both Provinces;

whilft the other would have thought of nothing

but fecuring Quebec, As to what Sir James

would have done, can be only matter of opi-

nion now, as dead men tell no tales ; but jud-
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ing of him by the preparations he made in

veffels upon the Upper Lakes, bequeathed to Ms
fuccefTor ; and by his capacity and energy in

other respects ; I think there can He no pre-

emption in fuppofing, that had he lived, and

been placed under the like circu-n (lances as Sir

George was in, when he arrived at Montreal in

July, 1 8 1 2, he would have made a more im-

portant ufe of the fa&s and advantages then de-

veloped. Befides it amounts aimoft to proof,

that Sir George had not decided upon a gene-

ral defence before he came to Montreal, elfe he

would have inftructed General Brock, and given

other indications of fuch a determination, at an

earlier period than he did.

Now does it require the gift of divination to

fay, what would have been the consequence, if

General Brock's conduct, and his i ,nftrudk>ns to

Colonel St. George, and afterwards to Colonel

Procter, at Amherftburg, as alfo to Captain

Roberts, at St Jofeph, had been the fame as Ge-
neral Prevoft ? No,—for // would affuredly have

been this: St. Jofeph would have been captured

by the American Garrifon of Michilimakinic,

inftead of capturing them. Amherftburg would
have fallen to Hull. The Indians, from neces-

fity, mufl either havejoined the enemy, or be-

come tame fpectators of our fate. General

Hull and his army would have defcended like a

torrent, increafing in its courfe by bands of

American militia, and of difaffecled Americans *

in Upper Canada, until they had fwept the

B aouatry
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country, certainly to Montreal ; but probably to

Quebec
;

for, as Sir George would have {hut

himfelf fpeedily up in that fortrefs, it is to be

feared, that our militia would have liftened to

the preachers ofprudenceflow his idolizers^ and
might have prevailed upon them a rejler tran-

quilles chez eux*

I therefore re-alTert upon fubftantial grounds,

that not to Sir George, but General Brock, the

Indians, the Traders and Engagees, and Upper
Canada Militia, in aid of the few regular troops

then in that Province ; and to the Montreal Mi-
litia, in aid of the few regulars, with the measu-

res purfued here before Sir George's arrival,

at this place, the falvation of both Provinces, at

the commencement of the war, is, under the

favor of divine providence, to be afcribed. In

my next, I mall sketch fome ulterior operations

;

laving already occupied beyond a full propor-

tion of your independent paper,

" VERITAS "

Montreal, 18th April, 1815*
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[NO. III.]

To the Editor of the Montreal Herald

Sir,

There is no profeflion that requires fach a

variety and fuperiority of attainments and

qualifications as the Military, to become diftin-

guifhed therein. How few obtain the appel-

lation of a great Commander ! but whether Sir

George be really entitled thereto, as his ad-
mirers would lead us to believe, may be partly

judged of by the following, as well as the pre-

ceding relations of fa&s.

Soon after his arrival in Canada, he made &
rapid tour through the upper part of this Pro-

vince ; no doubt for the purpose of viewing it

with a military eye, and thereby perfonally

judging of the beft pofitions for defence, in cafe

of need. This was highly proper, but like many
after excurfions, no vifible refult followed.

The winter of 1 8 1 1 paffed on without any
preparation contemplative of war, (the before

£ 2 mentioned
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mentioned militia a£l excepted) notwithftand-

ing the fulminations in Congrefs againft us du-

ring all that winter ; the open avowal of their

defigns upon Canada, and the adual fpreading

of the cloih for Peter B l\rter's war feaft, as

announced in the Committee of Congrefs,

whereof he was the organ. ,

The two internal keys of this Province, viz :

Ifle aux Noix and Coteau du Lac, were either

defpifed or overlooked in that tour, notwithftand-

ing the importance decidedly given to the for-

mer, efpecially, by the French Engineers, and

by General Haldimand, who was an able judge

of pofitions, and who had expended a large

fum of money in fortifying it, in the former

American war,

The caufe of this neglect I know not with

certainty, but the fact is, that Ifle aux Noix was
not occupied until forne time after the war, and

might have been feized by the enemy, had he

then pofleiTed fufficient military capacity to es-

timate its value , Coteau du Lac was not occu-

pied until fummer 1813.

Not a gun boat or vefTel was built on the ri-

ver Richelieu at, or above St. Johns, or even

thought of, until the Almighty threw into the

power of the brave 100th regt. and a few artil-

lery in garrifon at Ifle aux Noix, two of the

enemy's armed veflfels, which were captured in a

molt gallant ftyle, by the aid of a gun boat or

two, built at Quebec, by order of Sir James
Craig,
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Craig, which had been conveyed over land to

Saint John's ; and which captures formed the

baiis of a flotilla for lake CLamplain, and firft

fuggefted the idea of endeavoring to command

»

It has been matter of furprife to many, why a

number of fiat boats, capable of carrying heavy

guns were never built at La Chine, to be ftation-

ed below the Gafcades, at Ifle Perrault, or where-

foever elfe in lake St. Louis, might have been

confidered mod advifable and convenient, tor a

rapid movement to attack the enemy, if they

defcended the St. Lawrence, immediately after

palling the rapids of the Cedars, before they

could cdlect together, and form ; it being cer-

tain, that their boats muft neceflarily fault or

pafs the rapids unconnected, and by comparifon,

as it were, in Indian file, or in fe£tions of a very

fmall front
;

conlequently their difcomfiture

wrould have been eafy, had they been met im-
mediately after, by a refpe&able number of ar-

med boats of ours, ready and freih for the at-

tack.

In fhort, military forefight, anticipation, or

ccunteradion of the possible or probable mo-
vements or defigns of the enemy, formed no
part of ir George's iyftem of operations; if

any fyftem or plan there ever was, which may
be loubted, feeing t ie vacillating meafures pur-
fued upon all occafions ; as hardly a regiment
could be moved from one place to another,

withdut
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without- half a dozen counter orders; and con-

fequently to repair a difafter, always coft us
double or quadruple the expence, and number
ofmen, that would have been neceffary by time-

ous precaution to prevent it ; befides thereby

always receiving, inftead of giving the law to

the enemy.

The moft palpable and fatal error h' wever of
all, is yet to be told, viz ; that of not preserving

the comwand of the Upper Lakes. I ufe the

word preferring inftead of acquiring, on this oc-

caficn, becaufe Sir James Craig left Sir George
Prevoft a moft decided luperiority upon thofe

lakes; for on each, we had feveral veflels of

force, and the enemy had only the Oneida brig

of 1 6 guns, upon Ontario, and the Adams of
abowt the fame ftze, but half armed and manned,
upon Erie.

Ti e lafer veflel was juft rebuilt at Detroit,

when captured by General Brock, and became

a prize to us, until thrown away by fome ftrangc

nrfconducl:, along wkii the Caledonia, belong-

ing to the North Weft Company, which veflels

came down with American prisoners, and part

of t e guns tdken at Detroit ; when on arriving

at Fort Krie, to accommodate the landing of

thofe prifoners upon the American fide, they

incaurioufly wert anchored fo far over towards

t at (hore, as to be boarded in the night, taken

arid carried away. 1 he Adams got aground

afterwards, and was deftroyed ; but the Cale-

donia,
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donia, although injured, was preferved by the

enemy, and became an inftrument in the difas-

trous capture of our fleet upon Lake Erie the

next year.

The command of the Lakes, and efpecially

thofe bordering upon Upper Canada, is fo evi-

dently an objecl: of primary confederation in the

defence of the Canadas, and the upper province

in particular, that it furnifhes matter of afto-

nifhment, how a military man could be fo ig-

norant of, or blind to, its importance, as to allow

it to be wrefted from him, when the means of

the preservation ofthat command were fo com-

pletely in his power.

In conjunction with the naval command of

thofe internal waters, the friendfhip of the In-

dians was a point ofequal importance, at t he

commencement of the war. The forefight and

energy of a Brock preserved the latter.—The
cold indifference of a Prevojl lojl the former ;

and yet the AddrefTers * have the fhamelefs ef-

frontery to fay, " the fmallnefs of the regular
" army with which your Excellency was left to

" withftand the whole efforts of the United

States,

Note * The arts used to obtain signatures to the Addresses,
are in many instances most shameful. Officers of militia have
called their men together, and made them sign, or rather make
their marks by roll call. In other cases, the people have been
impounded in the Chnrch after Mass, (but my information leads

,

me to believe that the Clergy had no agency in this,) and there

are instances where youths, who could write, have been made
to sign, to eacr«ase the actual number of signatures.
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" States, for two years, and the infiifficienck of
" the Navalforce c>< the Lake r, have expofe'd his
" Majeftys artnt to some neverfes^ whilft it is

notorious from the fads above ftated, that this

insufficiency on the Lakes, proceeded entirely

from neglect of the idol thus addreiTed.

How came they to dare to venture upon
fuch an impojlure ? Is it becaufe they reckon
upon the" like banimment of the ufe of memory ' ~

in the reading of thofe AddreTes in Canada, as

is neceffary in all the operations of t'^e junto
;

or if not fo, is it the idea that no perfon here,

durft attempt to expofe//; or finally is it, that

at £. diftance (as the Acidrcfles are manufactured

for exportation) they counted upon no one
finding it out, as they meant to keep their own
counsel.

However, I do entertain fome hope, that they *

have reckoned without their hoft ; and that Le
Bon Vieux Ttmps and mylelf, who are fellow

labourers in the fame vineyard, for the correct-

ion of falfehood, and fupport of truth, without

having any knowledge of, or communication

with each other , will open the eves of many, if

we cannot of all the blind ; for of the cure of the

honeft really blind patriots, I cannot doubt, but '

of the wilfully blind, they muft be left to be

cured by their own folly, and the contempt of

all independent minds.

Upon thefubjeel: of the upper Lakes, their

negled in 18 12, cannot be excufed, even upon
the
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the principle of ignorance or inadvertancy ; for

the common table talk that fummer at Mont-

real was the incompetency of the Officers and

men on board the King's mips on Lake On-

tario (and that talk is fuppofed to have been al-

ways better known at Head Quarters, thaa the

defigns of the enemy,) and that a ftrong remedy

was nec fTary, or th command thereof would

be loft. Of that incompetency there was fur-

nifhed the mod ftriking proof by Commodore
Earle, when he went over in the Royal George

with others to Sacket's Harbour, in fummer
1812, to deftroy the Oneida Brig; and on ar-

riving there, finding her hauled into the inner

harbour, and one or two of her guns landed and

planted on the bluff point, (for then there was
no garrifon) without cover, which fired at him

;

the gallant Commodore immediately turned his

tail or ftern to the enemy, and returned to

Kingfton re infe&a, but with whole bones.

Yet no notice was taken of this at Head Quar-
ters, nor any remedy attempted, and he remain-

ed in command of the Ontario Squadron, until

the arrival of Sir James Yeo, and then forfooth

was offended at being fuperseded.

Sir George in not noticing this conduct of

Earle, might poffibly have had an anticipatory

feeling of what might happen to himfelf at that

place, at a future day. It is proper to remark,

that Commodore Earle does not belong to the

Royal Navy,

f
'*

Every
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Every one wondered why Sir George did not

make an energetic application to Capt. Pafcoe,

of the Tartarus Hoop of war, (who arrived at

Quebec from Halifax after the war was known
there) to lay up his fhip, and march with his

officers and crew to Lake Ontario, for the pur-

pofe of deftroying the Oneida Brig, and every

craft on that Lake, belonging to the enemy
;

which affuredly in fuch cafe, could have been

completely accomplished, and the faid officers

and crew brought back to Quebec, in lefs than

eight weeks alter their departure, if their return

to that place mould have been infifted upon.

We all know, that Sir George could not have

commanded Capt. Pafcoe to dofo, but we alfo

know the anxiety of a Brit^fh officer, in either

fervice, for acYive employment ; and that if a

ilrong cafe had been made out, which furely at

at that time required no ingenuity, as a plain

ilatement of the truth, would have been fuffi-

cient to convince Capt. Pafcoe that the falvation

or lof? of the Canadas, might dependupon his ac-

quiefcence or refufal. In fuch cafe, who can

doubt, that he would have confented ; and fur-

ther, that he would have been applauded and

promoted for fo doing, whilft thoufands of lives

and millions ofmoney, would have been faved

by the meafure, if due vigilance had been con-

tinued afterwards, to prevent the neft from being

formed at Sacket's Harbour.

Inftead of this, fo little feeling had Sir George
Tipon this grand arm of defence, that a lifelefs

common
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common place attempt was made, to get feamen

at Quebec, as if in time of peace, for 8 or 10

dollars a month, when merchants were giving

more than twice as much ; but what would sea-

men have availed under fuch Officers as Earle ?

I will further afk the Quebec Addreflers, who
are alfo alive to the insufficiency ofthe Navalforce

on the Lakes
y
why all the fhip carpenters of

Quebec and Montreal, and all the batteau car-

penters of the Province, were not engaged to

keep up the fuperiority we had in armed vef-

fels on the Upper Lakes, at the com iiencement

of the war, and to build batteaux, the negle£t of

which latter, alfo occafioned infinite detriment

to the military fervice ?

I will alfo afk them, whether they ever heard,

that a Quebec Ship Builder, who would have

contracted for a 36 gun Frigate on Lake On-
tario, to be fpeedily built, was not laid afide, for

the fake cf a thoufand pounds in his demand
beyond what Sir George would agree to give ?

After all this, it i&the acme of afTurance to in-

finuate, that Minijlers were to blame for fuch

infufficiency, efpecially as they could only have

a knowledge of our wants here through Sir

George s information \ and if he was filent 01 de-

fective in explanation of his wants, he
%
not M/-

nifterS) ought juftly to be blamed. But it is

known, and has been declared in Parliament by
Minifters, that they never furniflied lefs, and

f 2 frequently
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frequently much more, than the requifition

from hence.

When a defedlive military force is mentioned,

let it be recoiled: ed, that Sir George had the be-

nefit of two ftrong additional regiments, which
arrived early in fummzr 1812 to replace two
weak ones, and he very properly kept the whole.

Appearances warrant the belief, that Sir

George was firft roufed from his torpor about

the Lakes and Indians, by the memorial of the

Committees of trade, presented in Oftober 1 8 1 2,

(fince republifhed in the Quebec Gazette, from
a Halifax paper) wherein, the importance of

thofe objedts was forcibly dwelt upon, and the

neceflity of having Officers and feamen from the

Royal Navy, strongly pointed out. Accord-

ingly, an exertion in shipbuilding on the lakes

was made in winter 18 12, and officers and fea-

men from the Royal Navy arrived early in May
1813.

The exertions of the enemy at Sackett's Har-
bour, then an open unfortified place, was such

before the end of summer 181 2, as to produce,

in Odtober rf that year, four armed schooners

in addition to the Oneida brig, with which Com-
modore Chauncey chased Commodore Earle in

the Royal George, into Kingston Harbour
;

where we were cannonaded by theenemy, wh se

Commodore and squadron went off with flying

colours in triumph, and returned to Sackett's

tUrbour, where they, that autumn, launched

their
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their new frigate the Madison.

They also made exertions on Lake Frie,

w ere they equipped some small armed veficls :

but by navigating on those lakes very late in

1 8 12, they narrowly escaped that deftruction

of their armed force from the elements, which
our means oug'u to have inflicted, atari earlier

period of the season.

The exertions in building on Lake Ontario,

made by Sir George in winter 1812, were cer-

tainly great ; but by a strange fatality, the lar-

gest of the two frigates laid down, was at York,

and the other at Kingston, thus throwing away
above half of the effecl:—for by thus dividing

our force, it was in the power of the enemy to

prevent the conveyance of guns and stores for

the ship at York ;—or even if those could have

been conveyed at an immense expense by land

in winter, the junction afterwards would have
been impracticable, from the facility of interpo-

sing a superior force in the lake between those

places.

There was another striking impropriety in

building at York, without providing the means
of fecurity there, as the works of defence, pro-

jected by General Brock (when he contempla-
ted, before the war, the removal of the naval

depot from Kingston to York, by reason of the

proximity of the former to the States in winter
by the ice) were dicontinued by orders from be-

low, and never resumed. The position int a-

ded
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ded to have been fortified by General Brock,

near York, was capable of being made very

strong, had his plan been executed ; bur as it

was not, nor any other plan of defence adopt-

ed, a ship yard without protection, became an
allurement to the enemy, as was felt to the cost

of the Inhabitants of York.

I shall defer to a future number, the conside-

ration of the enemy's naval preparations upon
Lake Erie, and our supinefs there in summer
18.15.

The storm that had been long threatening the

Lower Province from Platrsburg, at length

seemed ready to burst upon it, as notice was
given at Montreal on the evening of 17th of

November 18 12, that the jenemy were advan-

cing, and that upon a certain signal of alarm

being fired trom the citadel, the troops and em-
bodied militia wrere to prepare to crols over to

Longueil. Next afternoon the alarm guns were
firp d, and the troops and Battalion of Knglifh

embodied Volunteers, were in consequence put

in motion. The latter, although they had to

collect over the town and different suburbs, were

upon the beach equipped for fervice nearly as

foon as the regulars, where they had to wait

two hours for boats, which being at length pro-

cured, they crofled the river in the dark, and
marched to Laprairie, where they arrived at

midnight, and were then diftribuled in quarters*

The Canadian flank companies of the town,

went over the day following or afterwards, and

the
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ties, were in movement, with an alacrity that

will for ever do them honor.

The weather became very severe, and the e-

nemy retired after encountering a picket of in-

dians near River La Cole, who were so well ma-

naged as to occasion the enemy to fire upon

each other in the night, whilst the picket fell

back and escaped without lofs. Upon its being

known that the enemy had retired, the troops

and militia returned to their quarters and homes,

which closed the operations of 1 8 1 2, in Lower

Canada,

Almost every body was sensible what might

have been done by us on Lake Ontario in 1 8 1 2,

and a sad mortification at the want of exertion

there ensued. All, however, looked forward

with hope to the winter, when a confident ex-

pectation was entertained, that past neglefts

would be then compensated for, by a coup de

main of the troops acrofs the ice, to deftroy the

nest of Hornets collected at Sackett's Harbour,

whilst in their torpid state.

The winter came, and seemed to have been
made by the Almighty to favor the enterprize,

for the ice was never known so good. All were
on the tiptoe of expectation, when Sir George
came up in February, and proceeded on to

Kingston. A movement of troops was looked

for, but alas none was made, and all evapora-

ted injumo ; but a desultory attack upon Og~
densburg,
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densburg, in consequence of a kind of negative
permission given by His Excellency on passing

t r e post at Prescott, the fuccefs cf which attack

proved that the enemy were then wholly un-

p
rq ared at Sackett's, as their Commander was

actually at Albany, and no preparation for re-

sistance there thought of, as no attack was ex-
peeled, until awaked by the fate of Ogdensburg,
when all was hurry and buftle, in every quarter.

They then began to collect a force to prevent,

w hat ought by that time to have been by us ef-

ftcTted ; and there can be no doubt about our
fuccefs, had we made the attempt without crea-

ting previous alarm.

The public being thus again disappointed in

their favourite delenda est Carthago (Sachett*s
Harbour), relapsed into a gloom, which conti-

nued until dissipated by the electrifying news of

the arrival of Sir James Yeo, at Quebec, on 5th

IVIay ^813, in the Woolwich, with officers and

seamen of the Royal Navy, for the ships built

and building at Kingston, the frigate at York
having been, as was to be expected, previoufly

burnt. Sir James and hfs people reached King-

stone in lefs than two months from Portsmouth.

The Almighty appeared again to favor us,

and the exertions made at Kingston after tr e ar-

rival there of those officers and seamen, to equip

the fleet, was so great, that an attempt was de-

termined to be made upon Sackett's Harbour,

whilst Commodore Chaunceya 'd his fleet were

up the lake. Sir George had accompanied Sit

James
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fames to Kington. Troops accordingly were

embarked, and Sir George himself was most

unfortunately along with them.

The fleet failed—the wind blew propitiously,

and they were soon off the wifhed for Harbour

of Sacketts, but no attack was made that day.

Here again ftepped in that accursed indecision,

which is so ruinous in military operations, and

it is generally fupposed, the troops would have

returned without making any attempts to land,

had not fome American troops, next day (which

coming from Oswego in boats, had been cha-

sed from an Island by our Indians) come and

furrended themselves to our fleet.

This encouaged a landing to be made, al-

though the wind having become contrary, it

thwarted a naval co-operation, but it was not

necelTary to the fuccefs of the enterprise.

The troops were disembarked, but without

artillery, and advanced with their usual spirit,

when the enemy in dismay fled, whilst our

men coming to a block house, which made re-\

siftance, were checked. During this advance

so hopelefs did the enemy consider their situa-

tion, that they burnt a barrack or store, spiked

the guns of a battery, and began their retreat

through the village, fetting fire to their new *

frigate the Pike, then on the stocks ; and Gen- >

eral Brown who commanded, had actually

written a proposal of capitulation, which -he;

had appointed a flag of truce to carry to our

g Commander,
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€©mmano,

er
4
whilst a few men were kept in

the blouk house to give an appearance of resist-

ance, in order to obtain better terms. At this

period, in an evil hour, Sir George Prevost,

jniftaking the enemy in running away, with

the dust thereby thrown up, for a column of

reinforcements arriving
;
immediately gave or-

ders for a precipitate reimoarkation, and then

was exhibited, the extraordinary military spec-

tacle of a retreat, I will not say a fight, back to

back !

The enemy upon observing this, could hard-

ly believe their senses, but after a little reflec-

tion, went to extinguifh the fire in the frigate,

which they effected (being built of green wood)
^before she suftained any material injury.

Here ended the second expedition to Sacketts

Harbour. Vow I would ai in respect to it,

whether t e burning of a store by t e enemy
hi n>elf, wa^ not au unequivocal proof of an in-

dention to furren ler ? and further, that if the

faviag of li ves was the only motive for retreat,

w<y the attack was not made the evening before,

when the enemy was lefs prepared to resist ? or

why was it ,nade without artillery ? or finallv,

why was not the block-hous^ merely mafked,

or watched by a part ofour force, and the rest

carried round to burn the ship, and dock yard,

&c. all w ic i was practicable almost without

the loss of a man, or the poffibility of being

prevented by the euenjy in the block house.

The



( 45 )

The above facls about Sackerts harbour were

long ago known, and have iuruifhed matter of

endlefs conversation, regret, and mortification.

They have been confirmed by military visitors

and others, to and from that place since the

peace ; and it is now further known, what was
previously susoe£ted, that so far from Sacketts

being now a second Gibraltar, as was the idea

at head quarters, there has been no period when
it would not have fallen before 300O Britiih.

troops, well commanded and appointed.

It is high time to close this number, and to

crave your indulgence until next week, for a
continuation. VERITAS.

Montreal, 20th April, 181^.

4
o a No*
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[NO. IV.]

To the Editor of the Montreal Herald

Sir,

In a former number, I mentioned the armis-

tice concluded after the battle of Queenston, by-

General SoeafTe, upon a proposal from the en-

emy. It continued as long rs it suited theit 4

purpose, and when their preparations in boats,

&c. were complete, General Smythe, who had

fucceeded Van Rensselaer in the command of

the American Army, and who even amidst the

habitual hoaftingof officers in their fervice, was
considered so pre-eminent in that, faculty, as to

acquire the fLima me ot Van Bladder—sent not-

ice to General ShearTe, that the armistice would
cease cm the 20th of November 18 12. On the

28th of that month, he made an attempt to

crofs over a large force, and land below Fort

Erie, having before landed a party which burnt

fome houses and barns near that Fort, before

they were attacked and repulsed.— General

Winder commanded this corps, and was repid-

fce'd by Lieut. Colonel Bishopp, Inspecting Field

Officer, whose force consifted chiefly of militia,

—Smythe, after various demonftrations for re-

newing the attempt, put his men into winter

quarters,
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quarters, where they became very sk-fcly, and

he was obliged to decamp, to aVjM the rage of

his own troops and militia.

General ShearFe entertained an idea of eva-

Ctiatihg Fort Erie, which :\t that rime, would
have had the most pernicious effect, but it was
dropt upon being remofihrated against,

i

The Upper Canada Militia upon the Niaga-

ra Kite, underwent in the autumn of 1812, fa-

tigues and privations, which did them great ho-

nor in supporting^ and are scarcely credible.

—

They were harrassed with duty, from unavoid-

able neceihty, and without neceffaries, allow-

ances, or any thing to fimport them, but the

cause in which they were embarked, and the

zeal infused into them by their beloved Brock,

unhappily then no more*

It has been a common remark, that any notice

taken of the Militia of the Upper Province by
Sir George, was in a cold forbidding manner,
as if extorted by neceffity rather than proceedi ng

from choice ; and the sentiment is general in that

Province, that he seldom gave them the aid in

troops for their defence, that his means were
equal to ; and generally when given, was too

late, being only put in motion at a great dift>

ance, after a disafter was known, and then, as

if Fearful of sending too many.

His d ty, ' ow-ver, extended alike to the

protection ox. bom provinces,, but we hear of no
addresses
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addresses to him from Upper Canada, upon his

departure, being either presented, or intended.

Yet these who saw and felt the real tug an I bur-

then of the war, are affuredly better judges of

his military merits, than the ad'ireffers of the

Lower Province, who, with very few excep-

tions, were noc in a situation to see or iiear a

shot fired.

Reverting to naval operations, it is to be ob-

ferved, that the exertions made by the enemy at

Sacketts Harbour, in winter 1812, were such

as to enable Commodore Chauncey, after em-
barking General Oearbon with 2500 troops, ex-

clusive of his crews, to sail in April 18 13, with

ten armed vessels, which proceeded off* York,

and on the 27th of April, havinglandeJ Gene-
ral Pike with those troops, they defeated Gene-
ral SheaiTe with a very considerable lofs, who
had with him only about 6og men, half where-

of were militia and Indians, Toe enemy fus-

tained a heavy lofs, by the explosion of our

powder magazine, in which a slow match was

left, when o r troops retreated. Had it explo-

ded a few minutes later, the whole of the ene-

my's troops would have been deftroyed. Ge-
neral Pike lost his life by it, and a great many
officers and men.

Before our troops retired, they burnt our fri-

gate on the stocks, and naval stores. The enemy

burnt part of the military buildings, which they

completed on their second visit to Y^rk in July

—-and notwithstanding a capitulation granted to

the
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the inhabitants in JltriL after General SheafFe's

retreat, iity then burnt the civil public buildings

although < eneraJ Beaiborn has had the un-

binding effrontery since, deliberately to deny

his having done so. The enemy remained un~

til the 2d of May, carrying off the stores and

provisions found at York when they re-embar-

ked, and stood over to Niagara, where they

landed the troops, and returned to Sacketts Har-

bour At this period, they also burnt a Tav-
ern, somediftarice above York, which had be-

longed to government, and intended deftroying

\ att's Mills, but were prevented by the fear of

Indians being in that neighbourhood. Thus,
and bcK re at Fort Erie, the enemy, without

provocation commenced that system of burning

and destroying public and private buildings,

which they prosecuted afterwards upon so ma-
ny occasions, without compunction or feeling,

although they affected to consider the retaliation

executed at Wafliington upon Public Buildings

only, as an unprecedented barbarity ; and in

this they were seconded by an unprincipled par-

ty in the British Parliament, who seem always
alive to the diftrefles of an enemy, but deaf to

those of our own subjects ; as if tbey were un-
worthy of protection from the ravages of that

enemy, however atrocjous. Nay, it would ac-

tually appear, from the speeches in Parliament,

that ti.ose factious declaimers were afraid that

too hard conditions would be imposed at Ghent,
upr n America, notwithstanding her base decla-

ration of war against us, whilst fighting for the

independence ci nations. 1 General
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General Sheaffe has been blamed for the un-

judicious dlfirit>ution and management of the

troops he had.,; but it mud: be evident, tbat

he had not the means of making an effectual

refiftance, aecainft fiich a/fur Priority, covered by
a fleet

;
although it is thought that, had he re-

turned, and attacked the enemy immediately

alter the expldfion, their defeat would have

been certain. It tnuft excite allonifhment, how
a frigate and a q^a;vtity of ftores and provifions

could have been placed in a fit nation fo totally

unprovided with the means of defence : for of

the few regulars that General Sheaffe had, 100

of the ,8th jElegniiesit were ti ere by accident,

haying, at that time baited en their march frorn

Kin giton to Burlington and Fcrt George,

The American fee?" returned from Wtag&ra to

Sacketts, for a frefh cargo oi troops, wit \ which

the) again failed, and proceeded to the former

place
y
w ere they were landed, and preparations

made for crossing over, to attack Fort George.

On the 27th of May, 1813, (after having on

the 24th and 25th cannonaded Fort George

fiom the American Fort, batteries and mips,)

the enemy landed a large force at day break, on

the Britim fide, under cover of a heavy and

deftruclive fire from their fleet, when having ad-

vanced, they were gallantly, but ineffectually

met and oppofed by fome of our troops and mi-

litia, who were obliged to give way, and with

thofe left in Fort George, to fall back to Queens-

ton
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ton, after difmantling the Fort, and deftroylng

the ftcrcs.

Our lofs was confiderable, and General Vin-

cent, who cdmMapdeci our troops, found it ne-

ceflary to continue his retreat to the head of tKe

lake, after Withdrawing what force xfie Kacl a-

long die Niagara line, up to Voh Frie ittclunVe^

and fconcen'tratidg the w hole near Burlington

heights.

The intermediate country being nrw at the

mercy of the enemy, they
j
ufhed forward a

large force, under General^ Winder and < femd*
ler, as far as Stoney Creek. Their inr-en ion

was to attack our united force, wherein they

were circumvented, by the gallant ai d daring

manoeuvre propofed to General Vincent* whkii
was embraced, of attempting to carry their camp
by furprize. This was executed before day

break, on the 6th of June, by about 500 oft e

8th and 49th Regiments, wrho attacked about

3500 of the enemy, adyantageoufiy polled, who
were defeated with the lofs of a number of kil-

led, and the two Generals abovementh ned with

5 other officers, and about 100 men made prl-

foners, and four pieces of cannon, with t ueir

horfes and tumbrils captured* Uur troop? icon

after retired , when the enemy became do par e

ftruck, as to deftroy a quantity of proviso; aid

baggage, and retreat precipitately id mhes to

the forty mile creek, where they were joined by
General Lewis, witn a reinjorcemtr.n From
that place they alfo fled, (ujjon tae j$|rpearanee,
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of Sir James Yeo, and our fleet, with fome troops

on board, who cannonaded and fummoned them)

leavi ng cheir tents {landing, and hardly halted

until tiiey reached Fort George,

Sir James took and deftroyed many of their

boars with provifions^ but unfortunately our

numbers were too final! to take advantage of this

panic, elfe the enemy might have been expelled

to their own fide.

Commodore Chauricey hearing of the attack

upo i Sacket's Harbour, had returned there with

his fleet, w'^ere he remained until the end of

July, when the Pike was ready. In the inter-

mediate time, Sir Jas. Yeo was adive in scour-

ing the fhore of the lake, having taken feveral

final! veTils of the enemy with provisions and

ftores, befides doing them other injury : and

keeping open the communication with our troops

at the head of Lake Ontario.

Our troops as they got reinforced, advanced

towards the enemy, and on the 24th of June,

the American Colonel Boerfteler, with about

500 men and 2 field pieces, who had marched

into the country, were attacked by a body of

Indians, and fo hard preflfed by them, as to be

compelled to furrender, upon the appearance of

Lieut. Fitzgibbon, and a few men of the 49th

Regt.

Our troops, in the fummer of 1813, took up
a position from St David to the four mile creek,

ana were eommaadedby General De Rotten-
buru,
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busg, who joined them from Lower Canada,

and relieved General Sheaffe, as President of

the Upper Province, and Senior officer upon
the Staffthere.

On the 4th of July, 1 8
1 3, Lt. Col . Clark of

the militia, went over with a fmall force to

Fort Schloffer, deftroyed tr at post, and brought

off some provisions and arms. O the 1 ith of

same month, Lt. Colonels Blihopp and Clark

croffed to Black Rock, with 240 men, defeat-

ed the guard there, and brought off several boats

with stores and provisions, and 3 field pieces,

and deftroyed the store houses and barracks.,

with fome cannon and a veffel. Unfortunately

however, they remained too long, and were

attacked on coming away, by a frefh party of

the enemy, and a body of Indians in their inte-

rest, whereby we suffered some lofs, which was
greatly aggravated by the gallant Colonel Bifh-

opp, receiving three wounds, which occasioned

his death, and deprived the service of a pro-

miffing young officer, of most amiable private

c:iara£ter. He was a great favourite with the

Militia, and greatly lamented by them.

Excepting these excursions, nothing of mo^
ment happened in the centre division, until

joined by Sir George for a few days, when a

grand demooftration against Fort George was
displayed, by marching the army up the hill,

and down again, which resulted in satisfying

him, that nothing could be done to dislodge

the enemy.
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Tn the month of July 1813, the Growler
an J tingle, which had been so gallantly captur-

ed on the 3d oi June, near Isleaux N'oix, were

manned by seamen from a sloop of war at

Quebec, coalman Jed by Cap*. Everard, who
cane up himselfwith Wis office's an 1 men, when
being distributed in those vessels, he took the

com nan d of one, and Capt. Pring, of the Roy-
al Navy, who had come with Captain Barclay,

and ot ier officers, itl April from Halifax, took

the command of the other. These vessels and

some gun boats accomp anie 1 Got f. Murray,

Inspecting field O ficer, with a small military

f irce in batteaux, waich proceeding to Pitts-

burgh, burnt the stores and barracks at Cham-
plain, at Saranack, (since rendered so famous,J
and at Swanton, after which they returned.

Our armed vessels looked into Burlington,

where the enemy had moored theirs so close un-

der a battery, as n >t to be got at.

This service was performed without loss, and

furnifhed a proof of what zeal, intelligence, and

activity, when well directed, are capable of

;

besides giving a pledge of what might be ex-

pected at a future day, from the services of that

valuable officer, mould an opportunity be pla-

ced in his power. This pledge he afterwards

Well redeemed at Niagara.

On the 31st of July, Com : Chauncey (the

Pike being now equipped) with 12 sail, appear-

ed off York, and landed a second time, when he

burnt the remaining barracks, stores, and wood-
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Ya r d. On re-embarking, he proceeded to the

he id of Lake Ontario and landed vcar Bitrlitig-

ton Keijghte, With a.;view of carrying that poft,

but Major Maule with his small force presented

so bold a counteri nee, and 1 t. CoL Batcersby

with part of the G! angary Regt. being on the

march to support him, the enemy gave up the

attempt, and stood over to Niagara.

Sir James Yeo having equipped another brig,

failed from Kingfton on the 31ft of July with

fix fail, and meeting the enemy with 1 1 fail, off

the 12 mile Creek above Niagara, on the 1 oth

of Augtift 1 8 13, a partial action ensued, which
ended in our capturing the Julia and Growler
of two guns and 40 men each, whereupon
Chauncey having the wind in his favor, took

shelter under the guns of Fort Niagara. The
enemy had lost the night before, the Scourge

- of 10 and Hamilton of 9 guns, which overfet in

a squall, and the whole of their crews, with the

exception of a few, perished.

Both fleets soon after came down the Lake,

and that of the enemy on ieelng ours, went in*

to Sackett's Harbour on the 1 8th of Aug. but

failed again the fame day or the following.

Ours entered Kingfton Harbour, and after em-
barking fome heavy artillery for our army on
the Niagara line, again proceeded up the Lake
on the 20th of A'ugufc

Nothing of moment happened between the

fleets until 20th Sept. wheiHhe American, which

had
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had left Niagara the day before, discovered ours

cff York, and an action began, which partially-

continued two hours, wherein our ships had
suffered so much in their masts, as to induce

Sir James Yeo to push for Burlington heights,

off which he anchored, it blowing strong. T e

Wolfe, Sir James' ship, loft her main and mizen
topmasts in the action, besides receiving other

damage, and was preserved by a mafterly and
gallant manoeuvre of Captain Mulcafter in the *

Royal George, who laid his ship between her

and the Pike in such a position as to rake the

latter, disable her, and cover the retreat, of nur

squadron. The Pike loft many killed and

wounded, especially by the burfting of fome of

her own guns. Had Chauncey attacked us at

our anchoiage with determined refolution, our

fituation would have been very perilous, and

might have had a fatal termination.

On the i ft of Oct. the enemy's fleet returned

to their anchorage offNiagara, but failed down
the Lake on the 2d or the 5th, the Pike and

Sylph being a head, fell in with 5 of our fmall

Schooners and a sloop, employed for the con-

veyance of proviilons and stores, which had

imprudently left York to return to Kingfton,

when by injudicioufly keeping together and

ftanding out into the lake, inftead of each mak-
ing the beft of his way along fhore, the schoon-

ers were captured and carried into Sackett's

Harbour, with above 300 men in all on board,

including the crews and flank companies of De
Watteville's
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Watteville's Regt. The sloop ran ashore and

was destroyed, one schooner carried 2 guns,

and the others one each.

It is time for the prefent to quit Ontario, and

fee what was passing on Lake Erie and its

neighbourhood.

( clonel Proctor commanding the Right Di-

vifiou of the army at Detriot, having received

information, that an American corps of up-

wards of 1000 men, under General Winches-

ter, had reached French Town, River Raisin,

.26 miles from Detroit ; and alfo learning, that

General Harrison with another corps, was on

the march to join, did not hesitate to adopt the

bold resolution (although adting under orders of

Sir George's ufual defensive description) of an-

ticipating the enemy, by attacking Winchester's

force before the ot er could form a junction.

Accordingly Colonel Proctor marched to exe-

cute this determination with fome regulars,

militia, part of the Marine Department, and a

body of Indians under the C net Roundhead,
and on the 22d of January 18 13, at day break,

made so hold an attack upon Winchester's divi-

sion, as completely to deieat it, taking the Gen-
eral, a Colonel, and mar^y otner officers, with
about 500 prisoners including wounded, and
killed in t.<e action and pursuit, aoove 400-

—

about 100 escaped. Colonel Proctor and our
tn ops displayed equal I «u inanity as bravery in

t 1i e:r exerti >ns to ^ave t e vanquished enemy
from the retaliation ot the Indians, whofe tribes

had
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had on former pccasiofis itiffered so feverely

fr^m American cruelty.. Our loss was about
iSokihed and wounded^ exclusive of Indiana.

The Americans bavins: afterward^ establish-

ed themselves at: the-, rap-ds of the Miamis
of the Lake, Colonel, now General Proctor, a-

gain -went to attempt to dislodge them frdrci

ti --r fort, when on the cth Mav i'<n 1

carrying on the siege) a body 8f about 150c 2

the enemy unde'' a Genera! Clay, having des-

cended the River in 30 large boats, with a view
to form a junction with t

: eir o mrades in ti e

fpft, who co-operating with them, tbe> a: racked

our positions on both sides of c I- at river, and

succeeded in carrying our batteries on the Weft
side, the flankers of the 41ft regiment having

only time to fpike the guns. About 150 of the

41ft with a fresh band of Ind/an:. sent to recov-

er the guns and battery, turned the fate of the

day by a gallant effort, in which the Indians

were highly conspicuous. The guns were re-

taken and about 550 of the enemy's descending

force made prifoners. The remainder gained

the fort.

The loss in killed and wounded was severe

on both sides. Some of the 41ft had been tak-

en when the battery was earned by the enemy,

but were exchanged after the action was over.

General Proctor however was finally obliged to

raise the siege and return to Detroit, as the In-

dians, according to their custom after success,

retire



( 59 )

entire to enjoy the plunder they had obtained

from the captured boats of the enemy.

Towards the end of July 1813, General

Pro&or made an attempt w ; th about 400 troops,

and a body of Indians upon Fort Meigs, at San-

dusky, defended by a Major Croghan ; which

being cannonaded without effect for fome days,,

wis on the 2d of August attempted to be car-

ried bsr affiult, by a oarty of the 41st, who be-

haved gallantly, but were repulsed with the lofs

of Lt Col. Short and a Lt. killed, and about 90
killed and wounded.

It has been said that there was a want ofcon-

cert among, and co-operation by the Indians 011

this occasion, but the fact is, that the attack of

fortified posts, is neither adapted to their arms,

nor to their mode of warfare.

As a general principle, we have erred

greatly in exporting from Indians, the aid that

regular discipline can alone fupply. It has been
too common for officers ofthe line to undervalue

them on this account ; but it is just as absur i to

expect them to change their habits, and act the

part of disciplined troops, as it would be to ex-

pect, that our best battalions, would go into

the woods without baggage, artillery and pro-

visions, and trust to their fusees alone for sub-

sistence and for the attack of the enemy. Each
are excellent when in their proper element, but

Indian warriors in a settled country are like fifh.

out of the water. We restrain them from their

h own
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own mode of warfare, without being able to get

them to adopt ours ; so that in such situations

they are (as in the cafe of the I idians who re-

treated to Ancafter and Burlington) a burden

inftead of a benefit ; but whilft we held Detroit

and the command of Lake Erie, their fervices

were mod valuable, as may be feen from the re-

peated efforts and heavy lolTes which it coft the

enemy to diilodge us, and which they never

could have efFeeled, if we had retained the naval

fuperiority of that Lake.

"Whilft upon the fubject of the Indians, I

cannot but notice the concluding paragraph of a

" circular to all officers in command of polls,"

dated at Montreal 7th Dec. 18 12, figned by the

Adjutant General, and publifhed in the Quebec
Gazette of 8th April 18 13, in what is called a

" note dedicated to His Excellency James Mad-
ison

y
Esquire " I his is a long labored demi-

official production, intended to refute the ac-

cufations made by him and other Americans,

about pretended cruelties committed by the In-

dians, and our alledged participation therein.

Now as Madifon and others well knew that

they were aflerting waat was falfe, and did fo

for political purpofes, there was juft about as

much wtfdom, in the reafoning in this famous

note, as in the attempt once made to warn a

blackamoor white. What a ufelefs wafte of time

it is to argue with an intentional Liar, becaufe

you caa aever make a convert of him. The
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folly however or this note, I Iflhoilld have pafTed

over, but for its mifchievous tendency at t e

time in regard to the Indians, as the co ncluding

paragraph runs thus ;
" Mis Excellency difap-

proves of any co-operation with the Indians not

connected with the fyftem of defence of the Pro-

vince," doubtlefs the wiie defensive fyftem laid

down by his Excellency for the guidance of thofe

officers ; and in the extrad of a letter to Gen*
eral Sheaffe contained in the fame note, will be

found thefe words," Sir George Prevoft is much
averfe to allowing the regular troops to be enga-

ged with the Indians in orTenfive operations,"

he might have faid with or without them.

Now what can this mean. In plain Fnglifh

fimply this.—Get all the aid you can from the

Indians for our purpofes, but take efpecial care,

and I ftrictly enjoin one and all of you, that if

they mall be retaliated upon by the enemy for

affording us this aid, and in confequence get

their villages and fields of corn deftroyed, (as

actually happened) and their wives and children

thereby threatened with ftarvation, as alfo them-
felves with extermh atioi^ you are upon no ac-

counts to fend a man to affift in their defence,

becaufe it would offend His Excellency James
Madifon Efq. and be liaole to mifinterpretation.

The impropriety of iffuing fuch an order is

manifeft, but the
.
indifcretion of publifhingit

in the Quebec Gazette, whereby it might have
got to the ears ofthe Indians was extreme ; for

it
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it niked the cutting up of Indian attachment to

us by the root, and effectually palfying their ef-

forts for our defence, if not to occafion the turn-

ing of their arms againft us. Who could expecl:

Indian aid upon fuch terms ?

This however, is not the only order given r

that if it had been literally executed, might have

loft the country, as will be feen by and bye ; and

we are certainly under the ftrongeft obligations

to thofe officers, who under a ftrong fenfe of du-

ty and zeal, ftudying only the good of the fer-

vice whereon they were employed, ventured

upon the heavy refponfibility of evading orders,

that il eir conviction led them to feel, would be

prodi £ti /e of ruinous confequences I have al-

ready obferved that the only armed veflel the

enemy had on lake Erie* was captured by Gen-
eral Brock at Detroit in Auguft 1812, and' yet

in 1 8
1 3 they h d built and equipped fuch a

force as to capture the whole of our fleet there,

although moft gallantly defended.

It was my intention to have comprifed in this

number, the grols negle&s refpecting Lake Erie

and the naval cataftfophe thereon ; but as I find

that cannot be done without extending this to

an inconvenient length for your paper, I muft

defer it to my next. VERITAS.
* In the conclusion of the Editorial paragraph of Quebec Gazette

2d Sepf^hber v tll he seen this circumstance forcibly noticed,

as also th : t t the declaration of war, the enemy had only the Onei-

d nroo L kr Oi t .rio; how how he could forget this on manufac-

luci'ag The i ucbec 4 dan s.s to Sir George, is rather strange ; unless

he counted upon the bi d memories of his readers.

fcftinstefwj of rcti; g the part of the Waggoner and Hercules, he

(Fir George) had put his own shoulder immediately to the wheel of

hi ke defence, instead of calling ou^atthe eleventh hour for aid from
Gre^t Brit in, at 3000 miles distance, we should have got out of the

slough ofLake inferiority, or rather we should never have got into it,
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[No. v.]

To f/ie Editor of the Montreal Herald

Sir,

My laft number having clofed w'thout

entering into the negle&s refpecting Lake Erie,

I proceed to remark, that ignorance of the ef-

forts made by the enemy on that lake woilft in

their progrtfs, cannot be pretended ; for inde-

pendent of the repeated reprefentations made by

General Proctor and Captain Barclay, and the

information that was, or might have been had,

through other attainable channels ot intelligence,

the American newfpapers furnifhed fufficient,

being rilled with the preparations making at

Eric (Prefqu* Ifle). The Aurora of 29th June
1 8

1 3, fays, "Tie new floops of war lately

built at Erie are noble veffels, they are of t be

fize of the Wafp and Hornet, each mounting
eighteen 32 lb. carronades, and two long I2*s.

One is called the Lawrence, the other the Nia-

gara." Again, Albany, July 1st, a letter from
Erie, dated 20th June, 1813, mentions that
" the Queen Charlotte and a Britifh fchooner
are on the lake, and Capt. Perry has brought 5

vef-
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veffels from Buffalo, which luckily efcaped them
in a fog* We have now 1 1 veffels, two of

which will carry 20 guns each." And Pitts-

burgh, July 2 1 st—Extract of a letter from a

gentleman at Erie, 19th inft. "Our town is

all buftle
; 5 of the enemy's veflcisare now

within a mile and a half of the town
;
they ap^

pear full of men, and if they ihould attempt a

landing, I fear much, our nvlitia, from their

want of difcipline, would make a very poor

fight ; Commod? re Perry has not men fufficient

f :t a brig/' Commodore Perry writes to the

fecretary of the navy, outfide Frie bar, 4th Au-
guft 1813—" I have great pleafure in inform-

ing you, that I havs fucceeded in getting over

the bar the United States' velTels the awrence,

Niagara, Caledonia, Ariel, Scorpion, Somers,

Tigrefs, and Porcupine. i he enemy have

been in fight all day, and are now about four

leagues from us ; we fhall fail in purfuit of them
at three to-morrow morning.''

Now what excufe can there be for Sir George
in having quietly fuffered all this to pafs in an

open port, protected neither by troops nor for-

tifications up to Aug. lS 1 3- Why did he not

direct the means of attack upon that place, for

the deftruction of thofe veffels to be turnifhed,

whilft we commanded Lake Frie from the cen-

tre divifion, which was lying inactive. Inftead

of this, he feems to have been blind to, or re-

gardlefs of the increafing means of deftru£tion

of our naval force upon that lake, as not an at-

tempt



(6.5 )

tempt was made to deftroy the one or fave the

othei.

At the period when Com. Perry wrote as a-

bove, the Detroit, our largeft veffd, was not

equipped ; and Capt. Barclay feeing the Ame-
rican force, very properly returned into port to

get her ready. He made aftoniQYmg exertions

with fo great a deficiency of means, for he had

neither proper guns, (lores, nor feamen. To
Supply the former, Amherftburg was dismantled

of its cannon and metal of eight different cali-

bres thereby furnifhed : the like never happen-

ed before to a velTel of one deck ; and every

feaman knows the ruinous confequence of fuch

a motley mixture ofguns Some of thofe guns

although mounted upon carriages, were rather

of the fize of fwivels, being 2 and 4 pounders
;

but unfortunately although inefficient as to de-

fence or attack, they increafed our nominal force

and gave to the enemy an opportunity of Swel-

ling our relative ftrength, without wounding
their tender confciences, as they gave the num-
ber of guns, omitting their fize. The crews of

all our veffels were of a like motley cornpofi-

tion, and not fifty Britifih feamen were diftribu-

ted amongft the whole. The reft were troops,

landfmen, lake-failors, and militia ; as to ftores

and equipment of all kinds, every fuccedaneum
was obliged to be employed in defecl; of what
was proper.

It may be asked who is, or are to blame for

this ?
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this? I anfwer, both Sir George and Sir James.
The former then commanded both fervices, and
turnifhed, or ought to have furnifhed, the
means, as moreover holding the purfe firings

of expenditure; and the latter was the navat
chief commander upon the lakes, but feemed to

have forgotten that he was refponfible for lake

Erie—each has much to ^nfwer for refpecting

it.

Seamen, unqueftionably, were procurable at

Quebec, either by energetic, voluntary, or

compulfive means, if applied in due feafon, to

which an embargo would have greatly contri-

buted, and might have been employed without

commercial injury. It is aflerteJ, that the late

Cape. Kempt officially propofed to Head Quar-
ters in June 1 8 13, a plan forfecuringa fupply

of feamen for the lakes, but it was not lifteried

to. It is alfo known, that he, and the com-
mander of a floop of war, when the capture of

the Growler and Eagle upon Lake Champlain

was heard of, brought up that month, upon be-

ing applied to, a number of volunteer officers

and feamen from that floop and tranfports, who
went to Ifle aux Noix to man thoft captured vef-

Jels^ for the purpofe of proceeding upon fome

ferviee, along with troops upoik that Lake, but

they not being ready, the whole returned, un-

til the like enterprize was refunded by Col. Mur-
ray andCapt Everard as before mentioned. Tii«

fame fummer, Capt. M'Culloch of the Royal

navy, an Agent for Transports , earned up a num-

ber of volunteer feamen therefrom, who ferved

upon
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upon Lake Ontario, until November, when
they returned to Quebec.

Can it be poffible to adduce ftronger proof

of what was practicable in refpect to manning
our Lake Erie fquadron, (had proper precau-

tions been taken in due time) than the fails juft

mentioned.

But independent of thefe refources, what good
reafon can be offered for Sir yames' conduct in

fending up Capt. Barclay to that Lake with a

handful of men, which were incrcafed afterwards

byfofmalla number, and thofe the retufe of
the Ontario crews ; his own fhips are faid to

have been overmanned, and even if not lo the

feamen fpared could have been replaced from be-

low, whilft the fervlce upon Lake Erie was go-

ing on.

I blame not, but on the contrary applaud,

Sir James' prudence in a£ting on Lake Ontario
upon the defenfive, againft fuch a fuperiority of
force, as Com. Chauncey had acquired, as he
doubtlefs faved Upper Canada thereby ; but
when he determined upon defenfive operations,

the motive was the ftronger for affording to Cap-
tain Barclay the certainty ofa vi&ory through
naval means upon Lake Erie, efpecially wien
he faw that nothing was to be attempted by a
land force, for the deftru&ion of the enemy's
increafing fleet at Erie.

Had Capt. Barclay been furnifhef with a
i fufficient
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fufficient number offeamenfor the veflels he had.

their cannot be a doubt, that even with the troops

furnifhed him by General Proctor, the Ameri-

can Erie fquadron would have been deftroyed.

Yet under all thefe marked neglects by Sir

George, we find him (as feems to have been a

common practice wfth him in refpect to the

navy, althoughfo pointedly averfe to rifking any

thing himfelf, or to permitting others to run any
rifk by land) urging Captain Barclay to meet

the enemy, as will appear by the letters read at

General Proctor's trial, which I give merely

from memory, but were in fubftance as follows,

viz : In that from Sir George Prevoft to Gene-
ral Proctor, in • ugufl 1813, he fays, u the ex-

perience obtained by Sir James Yeo, refpecting

a fleet infinitely fuperior to the one under his

command, will fatiffy Captain Barclay, that he

ha* only to dare" (alas, how little did the writer

practise what he thus preached) " and the ene-

my will be discomfited," and a few days arter,

the Military Secretary writes, " His Excellency

trufts that on the arrival of the feamen (meaning

t e handtul fent up) Capt. Barclay will be able

to make his appearance on the Lake to meet the

enemy." What inconfiftency of conduct in

fucb a character, to ufe such language to such me?i,

for it is well kn wn, tnat neither Sir James
Yeo, Captain Barclay, nor Capt Downie want-

ed tiich ftimuli to do their duty ; their perfonal

temperament, and the ftate of t:>eir armaments,

feemed f ther to requ :re the fuggeftioa of cau-

tion, in their proceedings. The
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The flrange neglecl of the Commiflary on

the Niagara line, who by an ill judged economy,
* that has fince coft us fo dear, loft the oppor-

tunity of proyifioning the rig t divifion, when
practicable, which added to t e above ftimu-

lants, and conjoined with Capt. Barclay's innate

enterprize and zeal, led him to fail on the 9th

of Sept. 18 13, from Amherftburg, in the Detroit

of 18 guns, with the Queen Charlotte of fame

number, fo inadequately equipped and prepared,

along with the Lady Prevoft of 14, Hunter 8,

Little Belt 2 ; and alfo a fmall tender, the Chip-

peway of 1. The enemy had three large brigs,

each fuperior to the largeft of our fquadron,

aad 6 fm-aller vefftls.

The Commanders of the hoftile fleets were
aware of the importance of the ftake for which
they had to contend, and each did it ample jus-

tice. They got fight of each other on the mor-
ning of the 10th Sept. and by a kind of fimul-

taneous confent, refolved to meet, and try the

iffue. The lake was undulated by a gentle

breeze, which at firft favored us, but it veered

Note * This Gentleman afterwards when too lite, paid one third

more for flour, than he could have had itat in good season. (Econo-
my and inactivity nt the commencement of a wcr, invariably lead,

to a waste" of blood and treasure during; its progress : never wis this

truisra more completely exemplified, than in the practice of
; ir George, in the late war. At the outset penurious to an extreme
i. < every point of preparation for active operations ; and inactive to
11 degree of torpidity, as if the enemy, by our forbearance, and by
y ielding to them the point of honor, could have been coaxed into

peaces we have seer, the expenditure of treasure and of life therebj
quintupled. During the whole of the war, secret service money wal
so miserably applied, that our want of intelligence was proverbial.
A contrary system might have produced real (instead of fictitious)

favi ngs to an immense amount.

1 2 roya#
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round before the fleets came to action, and gave

the enemy an opportunity of choofing their dis-

tance, which they dici, fo as to give full effect to

their fuperiority in long guus, and to leffen the

effeel: of cur carronades.

They had thus in their favor the fuperiority

of heavy metal ; cf fize and number of vessels,

_ which discharged at each broadfide 340 lbs. of

baUs beyond ours ; of number of regular bred

feamen, and of general phyfical ftrength ; the

excefs ot number of vefiels, enabled them to

Jiave a referve ; a point of infinite moment.

In our favor, we had nought, to contend a-

gainft fuch odds, but the innate zeal and courage

of our officers and men, the remembrance of

former deeds, and the renown to be acquired in

the event of fuccefs ; whilft the forlorn neceflity

of the rifk run, would acquit them of dishonor,

if defeat fhould ensue.

The fleets began to engage a quarter before

noon, and at half paft three the action ceafed

*by our difcomfiture. So gallantly did our in-

ferior force maintain the fight, under the difad-

vantage of a diftance chofen by the enemy, that

Com. Perry was obliged to quit the Lawrence,

which foon after furrendered, but not a boat,

an officer, nor a feamen had the Detroit left

whereby to be able to take polTeflion. The com-*

piodore remove > his broad pendant to the Nia-

gaia, which bad kept aloof hitherto in the con-

toeft, m*ea ob&rving an opportunity for retrieve
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al of the day, he carried down that vefTel, and

the referve gun veffels, to make a frefh attack

upon our difabled line
;
unfortunately at this

moment, the Queen Charlotte in wearing, in

order to bring her other fide to bear, came round

upon the wrong tack, and nearing the Detroit,

they (by that power of attraction incident to

floating bodies, and which there wras not phy-

lical ftrengt:h remaining in either of our veffels,

fufficient to counteract ,) fell on board each other,

and in this difabled fituation becoming an un-

manageable and inert mafs, were attacked by
the above laid frefh force of the enemy, and com-
pelled to ftrike.

From this detail, it will be obvious, that un-

der all our difad vantages, the victory was fnatch-

ed from us by that unprecedented accident of

being unable to take poffeffion of the Lawrence
when {he {truck, and the equally extraordinary

fatality of our lofs falling fo heavily upon the few
naval officers and feamen that we had ; for the

ift and 2d in command of each vefTel were kiU
led or wounded, and that lift otherwife diftref-

fingly numerous.

The gallant Barclay might fay with Francis

the i ft, after the battle of Pavia," that he had
loft all but his honor," for it was a conteft fup-
ported by htm in a ftyle worthy ofone who had
ferved under the immortal Nelfon, as he had
done. Well might his appearance on his trial,

draw tears fiom nis Court Martial, mutilated as

he
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he was by the lofs' of one arm, on a former oc-

cafion ; and the other requiring artificial fupport

tobeof any ufe, by reafon of a grape mot through
the moulder blade, which grazed his fide, be-

fides receiving feveral other flefh wounds in the

battle of ioth September.

But what feaman or foldier is there, who
would not prefer fuch mutil ation, tothefpuri-

ous honours which adulation confers, for the

pretended faving of lives by the retreats of Sac-

ketts Harbour and Flattfourg, thofe diftreffing

monuments of indecifion.

The confequences of the lofs of thatfleet

were, as was to be expected, very difaftrous

indeed, it having reduced us to the neceflity of

abandoning all our pofitions beyond Lake Erie,

and therewith rifking the lofs of Indian friend-

fhip, which indeed was threatened by them, with

a view to induce us ftill to make a ftand fome-

where in that quarter. The retreat commenced
from Sandwich on the 24th of September, 1 8

1 3,

after finally difmantling the forts of Amherft-

biirgand Detroit (already ftripped of their artil-

lery for our fleet,) and deftroying the public buil-

dings and ftores. Our remaining force confid-

ed probably of about 850 men, and 1200 to

1500 Indians, who ftili adhered to us in adver^-

fity. The whole took the route of the River

Thames, followed by boats with fome provifions

i tores and baggage.

The enemy, under General Harrifon, ap-

peared
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peared off Amherftburg on the 26th, and next

day proceeding by water to that river
;
they,

on reaching it, landed about 4500 men, or per-

haps more, who being accompanied by water

by fome gun boats, they afcended the Thames

in the trad of General Pro&or's corps, the rear

guard whereof with the boats, (lores and bag-

gage, were come up with, and captured on the

4th of Oflober. On the 5th, they alfo came

up with the main body, near the Moravian vil-

lage, whom they defeated, taking about 600
prifoners. General Prodor, with fome officers

and men, to the number of about 250 in all,

firft and laft, efcaped, and got to Ancafter.

The Indians made a more fuccefsful (land at

another point, having obliged part of the enemy
oppofed to them to give way, whom they har-

rafTed in their return to Detroit ; but lofing their

great Chief, the celebrated Tecumseth, who fell

like a Hero in the field of battle, and learning the

fate of cur troops, a large body of them retired

in the fame direction, and also affembled at An-
cafter.

The body of Tecumfeth having fallen into

the hands of the Americans, it was literally in

part flayed by them, with a ferocity difgracefui

to the name of soldiers and chriftians ; but it is

an eftabliflied fad, that the b ick settlers of Ken-
tacky, &c. are far more lavage and cruel, than

Ui ifa they afE|£t to denominate savages.

I give no opinion about General Procter's re-

treat
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treat and aftlon, as he has been tried by his

Peers, who will pafs judgment according to evi-

dence, but his conduct has been harfhly spoken

of, andefpecially in the general order of 24th No-
vember! 8 13, where there is a feverity ofreproof,

that no officer, however high in rank, could be

entitled to give to a General Officer, previous

to any regular uyveftigation ; at leaft where his

own military feats were either unheard of, or of

trifling import, Yet, fuch is the limited nature

of human forefight, that t he language of that ge-

neral order, which certainly in point of literary

compofition, was ably written, might, without a

forced c?nftrucl:ion, be made to apply to Sir

George's own cafe in September 18 14.

The misfortune that thus befel the right divi-

fion, bad like to have proved fatal to the centre

divifion. General Vincent, panic flruck, re-

treated from St. David, (General De Rotten-

burg having some time before gone down to

Kingfton,) towards Burlington, after deftroying

quantities of ftt?es, provifions, and Indian goods,

and the poft at Long Point was called in with

precipitation, as if Harrifon and his men could

have come through the intermediate wildernefs

unimpeded, or without their advance, if attempt-

ed, being previoufly afcertained.

The infection of this panic extended to Head
Quarters, from whence orders iffued for the e-

vacuation of all our ports beyond Kingfton, and

for the retreat of the troops to that place, which

from
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from a paragraph in an Albany paper, appeared

to be known to the enemy, as foon or fooner,

than to General Vincent at Burlington.

The enemy confiding in the accuracy of their

information, after advancing parties upon the

route towards Burlington, and committing vari-

ous ravages, as alfo after making demonftrations

at Niagara to convey under cover of their fleet

a body of troops by boats into our rear, moved
the principal part of their force fuddenly down
the lake to Sacket's harbor, the American GenL
there declaring, that he was not to oe duped

by the appearance of our building barracks at

Burlington, as he knew the orders which had

been given for the retreat of the Britifh troops

in that quarter, and that the advanced guard had

in confequence already proceeded to Yoik.

The execution of thofe orders for retreat was
repeatedly urged from below, and at laft in fo

peremptory a manner, that they would have

been carried into effect, had not the ftrong afid

zealous remonftrances of fome officers of rank,

interpofed to prevent a meafure fo pregnant with

ruin. It will fcarcely be believed, but is not

tfo lefs true, that in thofe orders, no notice was
taken either of the fick, of which there was then

a large number with the army, and a larger at

York, nor of the inhabitants or Indians, neither

was the depot of provifions and ftores deemed
worthy of notice, although the polls of Burling-

ton, York, and Kingfton- depended principally

an that depot for iupplie^

L In
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In addition to thofe gloomy confiderations,

the feafon of the year, and ftate of the roads

prefented infurmountahle obftacles to the exe-

cution of thofe orders, without the facriflce of

all the ordnance, ammunition, ftores, and bag-

gage of every defcription.

And admitting that one half of the effective

regular force could have reached Kingfton, which

was by no means probable, what was to have

become ofthe civil officers of Government, and

their families, with all the other loyal inhabit-

ants refident in the DiftricT: to be evacuated^

* Suppofing that thofe alfo could have reached

Kingfton, and that the Indians would have al-

lowed them to depart, (the Indians however in

fuch cafe, on feeing themfelves deceived and

abandoned to their fatr, would more probably

from the impulfe of defpair, have plundered,

burnt and deftroyed every thing within their

reach) what muft have been the confequenee ?

when it is well known that the garrifon of Kingf-

ton, about that time, had only seven days pro-

<vifion inJlore, and that fupplies were forwarded

thereto from Burlington and York at, an im-

Sotenfe expence and risk.

Under fucfi circumftances, Kingfton muft

have been alfo abandoned, for want of fubiift-

ence, arid the (hips, ftores, and public build-

ings deftroyed cr left to the enemy,

A retreat froni thence fto Montreal, under an

acc^jpQ"\4atiou of diftreliand difficulty augment-

ing
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ing at every ftep from the ftate ofthe roads, and

the number of wretched inhabitants compelled

to fly from fear of the enemy, and a dread of

the exafperated Indians, would have produced

horrors, fufiicient to appal the ft outeft minds.

To all this may be added, the certainty that a

large force of the enemy would have been

brought to hang upon the flanks and rear of fu^h

a cavalcade, (for an army it could not have been

called) so that such a panic wo Id have been

created in the country, as to have rendered re-

sistance to the descent of the enemy to Montre-

z ] unavailing.

None but thofe who were directed to carry

those orders in>to execu ion, and who in confe-

quence had the subject pressed upon their con*

sideration under all its direful bearings, can form

a proper estimate of the heart rending scene

that such a retreat wculd have presented to view.

We therefore owe a debt of gratitude and re-

gard of no common magnitude, to those officers,

who at their own responsibility and risk, re-

monstrated with effect, against the fatal measure

;

and not only prevented the calamities which
would have been consequent thereupon, but be*

came ultimately the cause of clearing that coun-
try of the enemy, by the recapture of Fort

George, and capture of Fort Niagara, with all

their happy results.

And yet the man who gave the orders afore-

said
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said, Is addressed as the saviour ofthe Canadas.

It may be truly said, that they have been faved

in spite of his blunders, and defect of exertion.

VERITAS.

Montreal, gth May, 1815.

No.VL
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[NO. VI.]

To the Editor of the Montreal Herald

Sir,

In my laft number, I stated, that at one time,

in autumn, 1813, our troops at Kingflon had

not seven days subsistence. Thofe at Prescott

or Fort Wellington, were nearly in a similar si-

tuation.

This was in a great measure, owing to a com-
bination of persons, either in the pay of Madi-

fon, or gratuitously promoting his service.

They effected their purpofe partly by their own
example, and by operating upon the avarice of

the well affected, by persuading them to with-

hold supplies in order to get excessive prices.

This was the ostensible pretext, but the real mo-
tive was to disconcert our military operations,

by starving the troops, at the time of the expect-

ed invasion, by the force collecting at Sackett's

Harbour.

To counteract this nefarious plot, it became
indispensably necessary for General De Rotten-

burg, then President of Upper Canada, to pro-

claim a modified Martial Law ; and in conse-

quence, provisions and forage were taken from

the Farmers, without their consent ; but at very

libera!
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liberal and "indeed very high pi ices, fixed by the

Magistrates ; the one half ofwhich they would
now be happy to get. Many who were duped
by the arts of the disaffected, now feel compunc-
tion and sorrow at their folly.

This meafure of Genera 1 De Rottenburg cre-

ated complaints, which were artfully laid hold

of by a Junto of disaffected persons, but self

styled patriots, v. he seeing their object likely to

be defeated by this prompt and decided mea-
sure, became furious in their denunciations a-

gainfl the military in general, but especially

General De Rottenburg and Lieutenant Colon-

el Pearson, who then commanded at Prescott.

The Chief of this Junto, was a man who had

quitted Prescott the moment he heard of war
beii g declared, and came to reside at Montreal,

either from cowardice, or as considering it to

afford a wider field for exertions favorable to the

views or the enemy. He began his career by
libelling every class in this community, and af-

terwards attacked the officers abovesaid, for do-

ing their duty, in a periodical essay, under the

signature of the •* Anti-Jacobin," which was at

first publifhed in the Courant, but the Editor

getting alarmedvat the abusive matter it contain-

ed ; the work was taken up by a wretched Pa-

per called the Spectateur, that had commenced
operations upon a congenial plan.

This paper yet continues, but is dwindling

into deserved insignificance. The Anti-Jaco-

bin
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bin * has fome time dropped his signature, but

occasionally deigns to enlighten his fellow sub-

jects with the fruks of his brain, under occa-

sional signatures, or under the mask of editorial

remarks.

It would occupy too large a space, to enter

into a formal discussion of the question about the

right of declaring Martial Law, and therefore I

shall content myself with observing, that to ar-

gue that such a power can in no case be exercisedy

without a previous Legislative Act, is as absurd

as to say, that an individual has not the right of

self preservation ifattacked, but must, instead of

defending himself, apply to the civil magistrate

for protection ) and consequently risk being des~

troyed before he can obtain thatprotection.

General laws apply to ordinary cases, but there

are cases that require extraordinary and prompt
remedies. Rebellion or invasion assuredly

come within the latter class, and during the ex-

istence of either of them, or absolute danger
thereof, martial-law may be constitutionally

proclaimed by the Sovereign o»- his Represents*

tive ; and to do so, may be as indispensable to

the safety of the state, as the instant application

of personal force to the preservation of an in-

dividual when attacked.

• The part of this number which relates to Martial Law, and the
plan for starving the troop* m Upper Canada, was written before I
raw the letter in the last Herald, sent from Leeds ; but it comes in
J* a most powerful illustration »f my dectrine thereon.

That
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That the application of the power abovesaid

was not made upon a trivial occasion, is mani-
fest ; for the question was reduced to this

—

Shall the army be starved at the time the enemy
is known to be prepared for, and determined

upon immediate invasion ? or shall an authori-

ty be exercised to defeat the plots of the disaf-

fected, and thereby save the Province against

that invasion ? So certainly will every honest

and loyal man sayyes, to the second part of the

question, that I venture to assert, that in such a

predicament had the officer at the head of the

Government, been so neglectful of his duty, as

to be dismayed into inaction, by democratic

clamour or threats, he would have deserved

condign punishment.

General De Rottenburg, I conceive, was per-

fectly justified in what he did, from the neces-

* sity of the case, and Lieutenant Colonel Pearson

in obeying his orders, was also so ; and I have

been astonished to learn > that Sir George Pre-

vost, upon finding that the Lieut. Colonel was

daily abused and threatened with prosecutions

and persecutions by the disaffected Junto, for

his zeal in executing his orders about subsist-

ing the troops, coolly observed, that if he had

got into a scrape, let him get put of it the best

way he can. Sir George's duty was to have en-

quired whether the Lieutenant Colonel had act-

ed from corrupt motives, or from zeal in a ne-

cessary measure, and if the latter, it was incum-

bent upon the Commander of the Forces to have

supported him.
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I have a ri^ht to ascribe the conduct of the

Junto to disaffection ; for what good subject,

when the enemy was at the door, would have

taken m asures to palsy cur means of defence.

To give aid to the enemy, is treason, and what

more efficient aid could be given, than w'^at I

have mentioned. It only wanted proof of a

correspondence with the enemy, respecting

those proceedings, to have made thofe concern-

ed therein, punishable for High Treason.

The enemy had been for some months col-

lecting a force at Plattsburg for a f^cond inva-

sion of Lower-Canada, and in September ad-

vanced to the frontier, as if intending at one

time, to penetrate by Odell-Town, and at ano-

ther by the Chateaugay and Salmon Rivers.

The Sedentary Militia to the south of the St.

Lawrence, for a considerable way down, were
then called out to aid the regular troops and em-
bodied militia in repelling the attempt. The
enemy after feveral demonstrations and count-

ermarches, entered by the Chateaugay country,

and having advanced under General Hampton,
with nearly 8000 men, on the 26th of OcT:.

18 13, attacked our advanced poft, confifting of
about 300 men, under the immediate com-
mand of Lieutenant Colonel De Salaberry, who
had chofen his ground and ftrengthened it by
abbatis, with fuch judgment, and defended it

with fuch fpirit, as to repulfe, according to the

General Order on the occaiion, a body i t ab.ive

twenty times their number. The force under

m
, the
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the Lieut. Col. was chiefly Canadians, and they

acquitted themfelves in a manner that does him,

tlie other officers, and them, great credit.

The lofs we fuftained was trifimp;, but that

of the enemy pretty fevere, and retreating with-

out renewing their attack, they returned to

Platrsburg. Upon this, a queftion arifes, which

inftead of,being favorable to Sir George's claim

to the merit of calling forth the energies of the

population, rather proves that he reprdfed thofe

energies ; becaufe we know the fict, that the

enemy were defeated, (whether 1 they had as

many in a&ion as alledged, or not ;) and then

allowed quietly to retire without pursuit : why
were they not followed up, by the very large

body of other militia and regular troops in that

quarter ? The not following them up was an

infult to the other troops and militia, after what

300 only had done.

Did Sir George .want confidence in himself,

or in them, or from what other caufe .did fo

ftrange a negiedt proceed ? If his other force

was not within Supporting or ftriking distance,

what can he ?aid of his miiitary talents ? and

w y was he fo ^ichcient in, intelligence of the

enemy's movements, as not to have had a body

cottce trated and ready on "the instant to take

advantage of this success? In short I am be-

wildered on the occasion, if he really believed

to the extent of -what he published, as also at

the order UTued on the 4th ofNovembervfor the

difmiifal
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difmifTal- of the Sedentary Militia on the fouth

fide, in consequence of which fome of them, on
the 7th or 8th had begun their march home-
ward, when next day they had to he counter-

marched, to repel another invafion from a dif-

ferent quarter. However, fuch was the fact.

The American expedition collected at Sack-

ett's Harbour, under General Wilkinson., be-

coming formidable in October, and Kingfton

being fuppofed to be its object, both fleets had
come down the Lake>—Ours entered K ngfton

Harbour, and there remained, when part of the
< r:\vs were distributed into -gun-boats, under

the command of Captain Mulcafter, of the Roy-
al Navy, to watch the enemy's movements.
The invading, army left Sackett's Harbour ia

tjhajt month, in above 200 Durham boats, gun*,

boats, and imall craft, containing ten thousand
men of all descriptions, with a large train of ar-

tillery, and abundance of (lores. Meeting vrth

ftormy weather after falling "
• 'uilercu iofs,

and rendezvoused at Grenadier island, where
they remained expofed to very bad weather, in

a rainy leason, until the 3d Nov. 1 8 13, wnen
they again failed, and proceeded down.. Or*
the 7th at night, (notwithstanding they had
been on a former day cannonaded by Captain
Mulcafter'* flotilla) their beat's and craft paffed

Prefeott, clofe to the American more, mod of
the troops having landed ; bove, and marched
round, to avoid the expected cannonade from
Fort Wellington.

On
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On the 8th, 5000 men under General Boyd
paffed over at Point Iroquois to the Canada fide,

15 miles below Prefcott, where he was joined

by 300 American Dragoons, who had crolTed

at Hamilton ; Gene al Wilkinfon with their

remaining force being then in their boats. When
it was found that their objecl was not Kingfton,

but Lower Canada, after their departure fr m
Grenadier Ifland, Lt. Colonel Morrifon was
fent from Kingfton with the 49th and 89th

Regiments, which joined our flotilla of gun-

boats, and proceeding down, were reinforced

as they palled Fort Wellington, with a part of

its garriion, under Lieutenant Colonel Pearfon
;

the 49th was comir anded b) Lieutenant Col.

Plenderleath, all of them distinguished officers.

Upon approaching the enemy, our force landed

and overtook them on the 9th, after which,

their rear was fo harrafled as to determine Gen.
Boyd to retrograde with 4000 men on he 1 ith,

and attack us, whilft General Brown, with the

reft of their disembarked troops, marched on.

Lieutenant Colonel Morrifon obferving this,

retired until he came to a pofition felecled on

his way down, in cafe of fuch an event, where

he determined to receive their attack. A bat-

tle enfued, and the enemy were beaten in a maf-

terly manner, with a fevere lofs in killed and

wounded, and 400 men captured with a field

piece.

Colonel Morrifon and the other officers and

men
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men under his command, had uncommon merit

in conquering under fuch a difproportion of

forc< , as he had in all but 800 men ; and the

modeft ftyle in which he rel. ted thea&ion, en-

hanced that merit when put in contrast with

the bombast of the enemy. Captain Mulcafter

and his gun-boats moft zealoufly co-operated,

and had a fhare'in producing the defeat. The
enemy upon this, retreated raoidly down the

river, and would have been deftroyed or taken,

if we had had the good fortune to have had the

I^th Light Dragoons there on the occafion.

Gur troops continued to follow them.—Genera!

Brown had met refiftance in front from fome
militia, who being obliged to retire, the whole

of the enemy came on and united at Cornwall,

where Hearing that the Glengary militia, com-
manded by Major Dennis of the 49th, were

collecting in force upon their flank, whilft Col.

Morrifon was preffing their rear ; they got a~

larmed, and haftily crofled over on the 13th of

Nov. to the American fid : at St. Regis, and
then proceeded to Salmon River, on the fouth

fide of Lake St. Francis, whicri they afcended

with all their boats and crart as high as the

French Mills. Thus ended the third attempt

at invasion of the Lower Province, which they

had prepared for at immense expence.

In their march down through a part of Up-
per Canada, they did much mifchief, which
would have been (till greater, but for the alarm

they were in j and which alarm increafed as they

advanced,
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advanced,, on finding the population in that

quarter univerfally hoftile to them. They on
this expreffed a fenfe of their error, in not hav-

ing landed in Augufta, where they knew they

had numerous friends.

In the General Order and official letter of Sir

George, he fays that Lieut. Colonel Morrifon,

with a corps of obfervation >
and the gun boars

followed in purfuance of his order ; but this is

doubted by many, and by fucjh considered as one

ofthofe turns habitually given by him to any

thing fortunate , as if emanating from his arrange-

ments. Be that as it may, k is thought by ma-
ny, thathada corps of marines (part of two batts.

that arrived from Halifax at Quebec in October)

whowere at the time on their march to Corn-

wall and Prefcott, not been recalled to Coteau

du Lac
;
they in conjunction with the Glengary

militia, would have given a good account of

General Boyd's divifion. For this counter or*

der, I do not think that Sir George is to blame,

as he could not divine that the enemy, inftead of

keeping afloat, and defcending rapidly, would
lofe time by landing upon the Upper Canada

fide and marching.

His ufual unfortunate lndecifiotv however
ilept in to fave the enemy on this occafion in ano-

ther way, for if Colonel Scott, with our force

then at Coteau du Lac, along with Lt. Colonel

IVlorrilon and his troops, and Capt. rVh drafter's-

flotilla, been ordered or . allowed (for it is faid

that
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that permilion was even afked) to proceed im-

mediately to Salmon river, they (the enemy)

were then hi fo dhneartend and huddled-togeth-

er a condicion, that the whole or the greater part

of them, woiild probably have been taken or de~

ftroyed ; or at all events, every tiling afloat.

-In (read of this, they were allowed to enter

that river and difemhark in quiet, with all their

cannon, fibres, and provifions, and take up a

portion which (by that fpecies of induftry that

American troops poflefs in a high degree, of cut-

tin * down trees and forming block houfes and

abanis therewith, efpecially when fpurred onby a

fenfe of their own immediate prefervation) was
foon rendered formidable. They however did

not feel at eafe, for in Feb. 1 8
1 4, as foon as the

winter roads became practicable for the convey-

ance oftheir cannon and ftores to Plattfburgh

by the Four Corners, they fentthem off, whentht
troops in part marched thither, anJ the reft un-
der General Brown to Saekett's Harbour, after

burning their huts, block houfes, and water

craft to a certain degree, being partly funk, which
was afterwards completed by us. ( olonels Scott

and Morrifon, with parties from C teau du Lac
and Cornwall, went over and made a circuit by
IV' a lone and Four Corners, from whence they

returned to their former quarters, after fending

in fome provifions ; but nothing was effected

to compenfate for the cafualties incurred during

the expedition.

The
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The proceedings at Montreal confequent upon
a kn> tkd'ge ofiWilkinfon's defcent, remain to

be deicribed. Early on the morning of the 9th

November that information was firft had, byan
officer from Fort Wellington* who ftated that

the Army had pafTe! it on the night of the 7th,

and as it was full moon and clear weather, the

apprehenfion was, that the enemy would pufh

on night and day, and be aim oft at the heels of

the bearer of the intelligence.

The difmiffal of the militia on the other fide

of the river, was inftantly countermanded, and

expreffes fent to recall thofe whofe march home-
ward had commenced. The whole of the mil-

itia on the north fide from Three-Rivers up-

Wards, were ordered out, and the Montreal

Volunteers with the three Sedentary Town Bat-

talions, marched in the afternoon for La Chine

and towards Pointe Claire, and in the night took

up quarters along the St. Lawrence, from the

upper part of the Parifh of La Chine ex-

tending downwards, their right being upon the

left of a corps of marines which had marched in

the forenoon, and were halted higher up. Some
of the militia ot the adjoining parifhes., were

pofted from the right of the marines to the end

ofthelfland. Upon the morning of the 9th

Nov. orders were a!fo difpatched to the M« uron

Regt and othe r corps, to march to the village of

Caughnawago and its neighborhood.

The country battalions of militia as they arri-

ved
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Ved In town were clafled by Col. M'Gilt, to

Whom the command here at that period was con-

fided, and thofe fit for fervice were armed, equip-

ped, arid marched on by battalions to different

pofitions, whilft men infirm, or beyond a certain

age* were fent horrie.

In this order, the attack was waited, fpr,

and the enemy expected fpeedily to appear •

when to the general furprise, nothing farther

was heard of them until the 13t h, when the joy-

ful news df the battle of Chry filer's farm was

received*

About this time, a body of feamen for the

Lakes, and the 70th Regt. arrived at Quebec.

The whole ofthe former and part of the latter

Were pufhed on to Montreal by the Steam Boat,

a mode ofconveyance of fuch certainty and cele-

rity, as to have been highly ufeful to the public

fervice, during the war, and beneficial to the

proprietor.

Sir George was at La Chine during all these

operations, and fhortly after the reception ofthe
enemy having entered Salmon River, ordered

the militia to return to their respective abodes,

commencing their march on the 18th Nov. and
in succession of time;, so as to admit of paffing

through Montreal, on different days, and depo-
rting their arms and ammunition. , All this was
done with regularity and good humoui, and
throughout the whole, never did anv people e

vince greater alacrity, which i aH informed they

N wou]<i
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would ever have done, and ever will do, if not

perverted by the machinations of some factious

and reftlefs agitators.

Let us revert to Upper Canada, and the cir

cumftance under which the intended retreat t

Kingftonwasat firft avoided in autumn 1813,

and finally Countermanded. The delay of that

retreat (the order for which was unknown at the

time to individuals) and the departure of the

chief force of the enemy from the Niagara fron-

tier for Sacket's Harbour, (the laft whereof was

General Harrifon with his people, who had re-

cmbarked and come down from Detroit by water)

renovated confidence amangft the troops and in-

habitants about Burlington, who had been suf-

fering moft feverely, but now began to wilh for a

refumption of the offensive, although inconfis-

tent with the orders from Head Quarters, and in

confequence mnpalatable to General Vincent,

who although a good man in private life, was a-

Jarrned at public refponfibility.

The Inhabitants at this time reprefented to him

t;he ravaged committing by the American GenL
IW'Clure, and that with a moderate regular and

Indian force to aid tbem^ this gang of deftroyers

and plunderers might be driven off, and the crops

of the country faved for public and private ufe.

This reprefentation was feconded, if not infti-

gateH by dol. Murray, who phdged himfelf for

the fuccefs ofthe meafure fo fuggefted ; and a

Corps befog put under bis orders, its advance

had
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|
had an inftantaneous effedt upon M'Clure, then

laooutthe 20 mile creek. Col. Murray's per*

million at firft was confined to the 40 mile ; then

upon a frefh reprefentation from him of its sue-

ceft, it was extended to the 20 mile, and after-

wards to the 12 mile creek; which he was upon
no account to pafs; but upon arriving there, and
rinding that M'Clure was in fuch a pajiic, that

immediate advance would probably drive the A~
merican deftroyers to their own fide, and fave

Newark, he wrote to General Vincent accor-

dingly, but in the mean time made a rapid mo-
vement upon Fort George, before it could be
fandioned or forbidden.

This effeded the expulfion of M'Clure, who
precipitately abandoned Fort George, (and fled

acrofs the river with his men) without destroy-

ing it, but after moft barbaroufly and atrocious-

ly (I recollect no epithet of fufficient force to ex-

prefs the infamy of the aft) burning at night,

on the 10th of Decerhber, 18 13, the town of
Newark, and turning out into the open air (the

ground then covered with snow) some hundreds
of families, without provifions or covering, to

feek fhelter at a diftance. That miscreant du-
ring his command, was counfelled by a traitor

of the name cf Wilcoeks, and both exulted in

pra&ifing every kind of mifchief againft the lo-

lyal part of the inhabitants, whofe houfes and
barns, in many inftances before, they had burnt
or pillaged.

n 2 Early
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Early on the 1 2th Col Murray entered Fort

George, in fight of the ftill fmpking ruins of

Newark; Lieut. Genl. Brurrimond and Major
Genl. Riall had arrived from England early in

November, but remained in the Lower Province

upon service, whilft Wilkinfon's invafion was
pending; but wfcen that was over, they pro*

eeeded to the Upper Province ; General Drura-

snqnd, as origiriaily intended, relieved General

i>e Rottenburg in the military command, and

in the prefidency of that Province, whereupon
the latter came down to Montreal. Staying a

fliort time at Kingfton, they went on to Yorkj

where General Drpmmond being fworn into

office, they proceeded to the army above, and

reached Fort George soon after its recaptur^/

Col. Murray had planned a favorite ulterior o?

peration, which Genl. Drummon<d happily hacj

the manlinefs to fan&ion, without permission

from Head Quarters. Accordingly all prepara* i

tipns for it being ready, the troops tortheenter^

prise crofted the Niagara river some miles above,

in the night between the j 8th and }gth pfD&?j

cember 1813 ; when the division thereof under/!

Col. Mprray, intended for the attack of Fort
I

Niagara, proceeded downwards, and an hour

before day light on the 19th, it was carried by

aflault,with the bayonet alone.

The bold and daring features of the plan

were followed by the moli happy execution,

which verified the favorite military adage of
'j

wfortunafavctfortibus"



( 95 )

The force under Col. Murray, consifted of

about 560 men, composed of the 100th Regt.

commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Hamilton,

Vgith the Grenadier company of the Royal Scots,

and flank companies of the 41st. also fome mi-

litia, the latter under Col. Kirby ; all behaved

like heroes. The forlorn hope was led by LJeut.

Dawson of the 100th. In the advance two pic-

kets were surprised ajid cut off or captured, be-

fore they could give any alarm, the Sentries on
the Glacis at the Gate were killed or taken, from

one of whom the countersign was obtained
>
be-

fore the enemy were apprised of their danger;

at the moment they discovered their situation,

the gate was forced, whilst a party that had been

sent round to another quarter, scaled the pic-

kets of the Fort ; the garrison being quartered

in stone buildings, a severe but fhort contest en-

sued, when they surrendered, with the lofs of

80 killed and wounded, and 350 prisoners.-—

Our lofs did not exceed 10, including the gallant

commander, who was wounded, and Lt. Now*
land 1 ooth killed ; 27 pieces of ordnance, with a
large quantity of stores, fmall arms, and provi-

sions, were found in the fort.

The other division ofthe force which landed,

was under General Riall, and consisted of de-

tachments of the Royal Scots and 41st Regi-

ment with a body of Indians, who drove the ene-

my from Lewis Town heights, and advancing
upwards on the fouth side of the Niagara river

to Fort Schiofler (which they deftroyed) went
as

1
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as far as Tonewanto creek, where finding the

bridge broken down, they returned and recros-

sed to Queenfton, having pre\iously in retalia-

tion for the fate ofNewark, burnt the villages of

Lewiftown and Manchefter, with all the build-

ings near their line of march,

7 On the 30th of December before dry light,

General Riall with about 1000 men eroded over

below Fort Erie, and attacked Black Rock, de-

fended by 2000 A merican militia under General

Hall, who foon gave way f and were pursued

to Buffaloe, where they attempted to make a

standout speedily fled with fuch precipitation to

the 1 1 mile Creek, that we only made in all a-

bout 70 prisoners.—Our lofs was 75 killed and
wounded, theirs probably not much greater.

We brought off fome ftores and deftroyed

the remainder at Black Rock and Buffaloe, which
villages with four fmall veffels, frozen up, were
burnt.—The troops then returned to our fide,

and went into peaceable winter quarters.

General Drummond was present at the points

of embarkation, and actively employed in pre-

paring those expeditions, and giving orders for

their execution.

The events juft described, come pointedly in

proof,

t Capt. Robinson of the King's Regt. row Major by
Brevet, is said to have greatly contributed to this by an oppor-

tune movement of that brave corps made when the command
Revolved upon him, by Lt. Colonel Ogilvie being wounded.
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proof of what zeal and enterprise can effect, and

how little"] ofs fometimes attends the most ha-

zardous attempts, whilst military inactivity and

indecision, f>rey upon the Soldiers minds, ge-

nerate discontent, and promote desertion.

It is extraordinary, that any part of the merit

of the ahove operation mould have been claim-

ed by Sir George
;

yet on reference to the Ge-
neral Order of 1 2th January, 1814, on the bur-

ning of Newark and consequent retaliation it

will be found to be more than insinuated there-

in, that such retatiation (afluredly not more se-

vere than a fense ofjuftice and protection to our

own fuhjects) was by his order \ whereas it is

well; known, that the time which elapsed bet-

ween the recapture of Fort George and the com-
mencement of retaliation by us, did not admit of

the receipt of an orderfrom Head Quarters, then

at Quebec, on the fubject.

The general belief is, (reasoning from prior

and pofterior events) that had the intention of
aflaulting Fort Niagara and of retaliation for the

burning of Newark been known to him, he
would have given orders to prevent both, as

being far too hazardous.

I mail close this number with noticing the
capture of a band of Traitors (who had joined
the enemy and aflifted in their depredations) by
a party of Loyal Militia of the Country of Ox-
ford, under Lieut. Col. Boftwick.—These un-
grateful wretches, were Americans who haJ ta-

ken
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ken the oaths to his Majefty, and had been fettled

many years in that quarter of Upper Canada,
where many of them had acquired a good deal

of property, and experienced the lik^ protection

and favor as other fubje£ts«

They were afterwards tried at Ancafter for

High Treafon, 15 whereof were convidted, and
8 executed, the remainder being reprieved, to

await the Prince Regent's decifion, in respect to

their final fate.

General Hull's exterminating Proclamation on
his entrance into Upper Canada, at Sandwich,

in 181 2, wherein he so confidently speaks of

conqueft, relying upon the friendfhip ot the

multitude of ' merican sellers in that Province,

is illuftrated by rhe conduct cf thofe rhen, wheri

they thought that trie American arms would
prevail —Such fa£r,s ffiould operate as a lafting

momento to us, of the dangerous policy of admit-

ting natives cf the States to hold lands in either

Province. VERITAS.
Montreal, May 17th, 18 xj«

No..
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[NO. VII.]

To the Editor of the Montreal Herald

Sir,

Having in a former number faid, that the

difafter to owr fleet upon Lake Erie, had obliged

us to abandon all our pofts beyond that Lake,

I omitted to add, with the exception of Michi*

limaklnac.

It however muft have fallen, if an attack

had been made therpon in autumn 1813, but

neglecting to do fo, it was faved, That poft,

at all times valuable as a point of communica-
tion with the weftern Indians, now became
doubly lo, from the recent misfortunes upon
Lake Erie ; for had it been loft, the whole of
the Indian nations, muft from neceflity, not

choice, (for we are their natural allies and friends

from unity of interefts) have fubmltted to the

Americans, although their implacable enemies.

The confequences might have been fatal to all

the country beyond Kingfton, as the enemy, by
the command of Lakes Erie and Huron, in fuch

cafe, would have encircled that country, as it

were upon three fides, and rendeied its defence
by us impracticable,

6 Sir
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Sir George for once a£led with decifion, by
providing during the winter of 1813, near Lake
Huron, the means ofconveying a reinforcement

to MichilimakinaCy early in the spring ; which
reinforcement* and the command afterwards of

that poft, he confided to Lieut Col. M'Douall,

an officer of zeal and intelligence, who acquitted

himfelf with fuch judgment and diligence, in

increafmg the defences of the place, and in fup-

plying and husbanding provifions for. his garri-

ipn, as. to defy ' the attack of the enemy, who
appeared there In July, and on the 4th ' ofAug.

1 814, landed 1000 men. Thefe were Vepulfed

and drove on board their vessels by a fmall num-
ber of Indians, with considerable lofs, before the

garrifon,; (owing to a falfe rumour that a landing

W/a^lmaking in their rear) could co-operate, elfe

thfeMfhple" would have be-en killed or taken. .

Trie Indians' 6n' this oecafion, behaved with

exemplary zeal and fidelity in our caufe ; and
indeed their attachment throughout has been

fuch as to make me blufh for my country, in the

direliidion of their interefts in the negociatioris

at Ghent,; after fo many promifes made them,

arid To fair a profpecT: at the commencement of

thpfe'negr c'ations. A detachment of the A-
meVican fleet which attacked Michilimakinac,

had previoufly pillaged and burnt al! the pA
vate houies arid buil ; ings at Saint Mary's, the

:

North Weft Con^. Y ; i;x:lufiye which cou-

pf^fl wito the urn: ^ceedir:«gs of the enemy
ixk Ujpper Canada, proves it. tohzvh proceeded

from



( )

from fyftematic inftru'lions of the Amer'can
Government, to deftroy private property. The
American Major Holmes, who comman /?ed at

the deftruction and pillage of Saint Mary's, was
guilty of a piece of such ravage atrocity, as to

defervc being noticed, as it attefted by perfons

of credit, who were ejre •> r
'

f a<^fies ...of t^e i<x£t.

After employing a horfe and cart cjuring t e day
to convey away the plunder, they in the eve-

ning, tied the former to a houfe, in fuch mea-
ner as not to be able to escape, and then fet fire

to it, when the poor animal was burnt to death,

whilft the American troops were looking on,

and enjoying the fcene with a fiend like fatis*

faction. All the cattle, garden fluff, and other

provifions. which they could not carry off, they

deftroyed, with a view to ftarve thofe: who efca-

ped from tneir clutches ; and let it be remem-
bered, there was not a military man, or men ia

public employment, or article belonging to the

public there of any kind. The brutal Holmes
was killed in the attack upon Michilimakinac

afterwards.

One of the great objects of this expedition

was to get hold of the North Weft Furs wiiich

fortunately efcaped.

A Lieutenant of the Royal Navy, and ^ about

20 feamen farmed part of the reinforcement

fent with Lt. Col. M'Douall. TVess manned
the Nancy Schooner, wh ;ch was armed, and em-
ployed to tranfport provifions for the garrif n,

o a but
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but obliged t~> be dcftroyed, to prevent her cap-

ture by t e American fleet. Lieut. Worfley had
afterwanls a brilliant retaliation, having with his

handful of feameii in boats, aided by Lieut. Bul-

ger, and fome troops in boats furnifhed from

the garrifon, moft gallantly boarded the Ameri-

can armed Schooner Tigrefs, of i lbng 24 pr.

and a 1 2, and carried her fword in hand. With
her, they fome days afterwards carried the Scor-

pion, of 1 long 24 pounder. Each had 3c

men.

Colonel McDouall detached Major M'Kay, of

the Michigan Fencibles, with a small force, to

Prairie des Chiens ; where, aided by the Indians

and a fmall 3 pounder field piece, he took the

American Fort, mounting 6 guns, and flanked

by a large gun boat, carrying alfo a confiderable

number. Major M'Kay's exertions faved the

Americans captured by him from the Indians
i

who had before been outraged by them, but not

one has had thejuftice or candour fince topu-

blifh the fait* It is a wonder, they did not

proclaim that he had scalped the whole.

On the 4th of May 1814* our fleet under Sir

James Yeo, failed from Kingfion with General

Drummond, and 800 troops on board, exclufive

of feamen and marines ; and appearing off Of-

wego, landed fome of each clafs, who carried the

Fort by afTault, with a lofs to us of about 90 kil-

led and wounded. A captain of marines was

among the former, and that moft valuable Naval

Officer
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Officer Capt. Mulcafter, was fo feverely wound-

ed, as to have been considered incapable of. fu-

ture fervice, but he has happily recovered. We
captured and deflroyed 12 pieces of ordnance,

and fome ftores, burnt the barracks, difmantled

the fort, and brought off a schooner and fome

boats with ordnance, naval, and other ftores.

The enemy loft about 100 killed and wound-

ed, and 60 prifoners. We failed however in the

material objecl:, as the principal ftores for the

American fleet were at the Onondago falls.

^ Had Fort Oswego been occupied and kept for

the fummer, it is generally fuppofed that the

enemy could not have tranfported ftores by land,

to equip their fleet that feafon ; but a far more
certain objecl: would have been, to have attacked

Sacket's Harbour itfelf, for the purpofe of des-

troying the fleet and depot, and then to have

abandoned it.

Such a prize was worth contending for at

almost any rifk, and at that time efpecially, as

the garrifon was weak, from the mod efficient

part of it under General Brown having gone to

Buffalo.

This did not efcape obfervation, as it Is belie-

ved upon good grounds, that an application was
actually made to Sir George for a force adequate

to this fervice ; but it was refufed. Ever fince

he let that place flip through his fingers in 1 8 13,
when in his power, he leems to have viewed it

(Sacket's,)
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(Jacket's) pith fuch a fpecies of horror, as to have

refolved on never ap aV' attempting it himself,

or allowing any other officer to do fo. i

The repeated reglecl of that grand oljeEl, has

heen the fource of all cur misfortunes. In the

pnfent caie, we had a dispofable force, adequate

to the enterprise, had it been undei taken, as

there could have been fpared from Lower Ca-

nada, at that time (fpring 1S14) the 2d battn.

KingVRegt,the 70M, and De Meurons, befides

one or two other corps, which with the garrifon

of Kingfton, and fuch number of Upper Canada
militia and Indians as could have been made
ufeful upon fuch an expedition, wThen aided by
our fleet, then fuperior to the enemy's, could not

have failed of fuccefs.

There would have ftill remained in Lower
Canada, the 6th battn. Embodied Militia (with

Sedentary if needful) to do the duty of Quebec;
and in Montreal diftricl:, the 13th and 49th regts

(if not fent upwards,) a battalion/ of marines,

Canadian Fencible Regt, Voltigeurs, five ftrong

battalions of Embodied Militia, the 19th Dra-

goons, one squadron excepted, and a respectable

Artillery force. Exclufive of thefe, any num-
ber of Sedentary militia could have been had, if

neceflary ; for it is well known tnat the enemy
had then no intention of invading Lower Cana-

da, becaufe they were collecting their whole

force againft the Niagara frontier, as every body
believed, but cir George, who periifted in, his

credulity
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credulity to the laft, from no other visible caufe,

thau that it would have interfered with the

grand Camp of injlruclion about to be formed.

Exclufive of all the above Corps, there were re-

inforcements daily expected by fea> some of

which arrived in May at Quebec.

: Will either Sir George, or the admirers of his

military talents, dare to infmuate the degrading

idea, that the Embodied Militia were not to be

confidered efFe-ftive, after fo many compliment-

ary orders iifued, and the actual experience of

the Chateaugay conteft ? yet th y muft either

do fo, or admit that he was grossly negle&ful

of his duty. Really one would fuppose
?
from

the negative fervice on which the embodied mili-

tia was generally employed by him, that he intend-

ed them for mere parade, or to be kept in the'

back ground. It has been frequently said, and
meant as a compliment to Sir George, that the

militia did under him whut they would not have
aone under any other Governor. This compli-

ment is a falfe arid scandalous libel upon the

militia, for, otherwife it would imply that their

attachment was not to the Governments but to the

Governor ; but I am fully perfuaded, that any
Governor of energy, with the like opportunities

that he had, would have turned the militia of
this country to far more valuable account, and
furaifhed moft pofitive proofs of what I affert.

Our fleet after returning from Ofwego, and
diielnbarking the troops at Kin-fton, was em-

ployed
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ployed in blockading Sacket's Harbour, and
scouring tbe coaft, particularly towards C'fwego.

Upon thisfervice, Capts. Pophamand Spilsbury

being employed with a flotilla of 2 boats*

carrying guns, and fome fmaller craft, the crews
w hereof amounted to about 1 80 mt n, had intel-

ligence or got fight of an American convoy of
boats from Ofwrego, bound to Sacket's, with
guns, anchors, cables, and all kinds of {tores for

their fleet, nvhich convoy took refuge in Sandy
Creek. Our flotilla unfortunately entered after

them, when they were found to be protected by
a body of Riflemen, militia and Indians, in a si-

tuation highly favorable to them, and mod un-

favorable to us. The confequence was, that

after a (harp but moft unequal conflict, the whole
of our boats, officers, and men were killed or ta-

ken. Our lofs in killed and wounded was 70,

but the enemy from their situation suffered al-

moft nothing.

This misfoitune created at that time a gloomy
fensation. It was certainly imprudent to tnter

the cre<k, as our people were thereby placed in

a fituation where neither courage nor naval skill

could avail, againft their invifible foe ; but as

the object: had it been attainable, was great, and

this imprudence, the effect of an excefs of zeal

in the service whereon they were employed,

what good fuhject can censuie the motive, how-
ever much he may regret the iffue ? The block-

ade of Sacket's Harbour being soon raifed, the

enemy continued to get forward by water, the
~

guns
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giins and (lores for their fleet, and remarried fife

command of Lake Ontario, from July to Octo-

ber 1 8 14.

Towards spring, 1814, fo inveterate was Sir

George's rage for armiftices, notwithstanding

the injurious ednfequences of the former to the

military fervice, that a negotiation for another

was fet on foot, arid defeated iolely from the re-

filfal of our Admiral on the American Ration to

concur in it. The Americans gave o il t^at the*

proportion came from Sir George, which I be-

lieve* becaufe dtherwife he would have met it at

once* by a direcl: negative, that would have en-

ded all difcuffion on the fubjecl:*

In January 1814* whilft the Legiflature was
fitting at Quebec, Sir George made a trip to

Montreal from no military motive, that has ever

been difco\ered or assigned, during which the

then Ajfembly Wis active in preparing mifchief.

That oeflion was a ftorrtiy one, and ending in

March, the Head Quarters were re-transferred

to Montreal.

In a fhort time our poft at La Colle Mill, com*
manded by Major Handcock, ofthe 13th regt*

Was attacked by about 3000 of General Wilkin-

fon'sarmy from Plattfburg, furnifhed with can-

non, who weremoft gallantly repulfed with fe-

vere lofs in killed #nd wounded, by a compara-
tive handful of men. Our lofs was about 60.

A part of our flotilla aided in producing this for-

tunate refulu Soon after the navigation opened

p upon
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Upon lake Champlairi, Capt. Pring, in the iuvr.1

command there, sailed from Iile iux Noix with

our flotilla, then fuperior to that of the enemy,

which had wintered in Otter Greek, where they

had a {hip-yard employed in cmfiru fling a force

intended to furpafs ours. Capt Pring in con-

fequence applied to Sir George for fome troops

to accompany rum, with a view of attempting

to deftroy this eftubilfhment, and the veflels in

that Greek, whether afloat or upon the flocks,

which, next to Saeket's Harbour, was an object

wonh a trial at fome rWk. As usual, the appli-

cation was refufed. When Capt* Pring returned

from his cruize off that creek, he reported to Sir

George what might have been done by a joint at-

tacki and then he was offered affulance, but the

Capt. replied, that it xvas then too late^ as the en-

emy ha J taken alarm and prepared accordingly.

Sir Jeorge had the extraordinary fatality of

either never attempting an active operation, or

of thinking of it only when tne time for practi-

cal execution was paft.

As the feaibn for a£lion advanced, to the af-

tonifhment of every one, there was formed at

Chambly^ what is called a Camp of hiflruBion
y

comprising the greater part of the force above

enumerated, and from which might, and ought

to lave been detached, a force for the attack of

Sackett's Harbor ; or for thffe reinforcement of

the Niagara frontier, ferioufly threatened as it

then was with invqfion^ in the opinion of every
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petforj kvhp had eyes to fee or ears to hear. Had
die iirft mentioned objefi been attained, the m?
Cfnjr would not have ventured to crofs into Up-
per Canada ; or if Sir George -was ohftinatdy

bent on letting Sacket \ alone, the reinforcerr.tnt

of the Ntagara~fron'ier became the more imperi*

cully rvecdTary to fecure it again fr Vr.e enemy's

accumulating force, which had been even feen

by fome of our own officers in returning from,

captivity, but whofe reports thereon were utter>

ly disregarded.

Thus the Camp abovesaid furnimed the means
of injQrufiion to the enemy upon thejaidfrontier%

by allowing -them to pra&ife againft our very

inferior force, but of deJlruEiion to our troops there

employed, who were thereby doomed to combat

againft fearful odds, as will bp feen hereafter,

which is quite inexcufable, feeing we had the

means ofprevention in our power ; for fo infat-

uated was Sir George, that not a man was fent

from Lower Canada to their aid; until the I2th

of July, after our firft difafter near Chippewa
was known.

If it b,e faid that there was not fubfiftence for

an increafed number of troops at that diftance,

I will anfwer by afkirig, why the means of con*,

veying provifions had beef* neglected to be pro*

vided in due feafon ? and further I will afk,

whether the refourees of a great provifion coun-
try ,. viz. that of Long Point upon Lake Erie

and its circuit, were not loft to us, aad left to

p 2 be
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be deftroyt d by the enemy, from our not fend-

ing troops for its protection ? Had a regiment

been fent thsre early in 1814k would have fe-

cured fubfiftence in flour to our whole force on

<

tire Niagara line.

From the end of May, reinforcements from
Great Britain, Ireland and the Weft Indies came
in ; but the accurfed Camp of wfruclion contin-

ued, when to pur aftonifhment in June and Ju-
ly, fuch a numerous body of troops arrived from

Bordeaux, that it became evident Sir George
was quite bewildered thereby. Piece meal rein-

forcements were now difpatched to Upper Can-

da. and a ve»y large force kept below to do

fon.'Ctbwg; but what it was, remained doubtful^

aftfcough a buftle of preparation began acrofs

the river, which was continued tor months at

infinite e^pence.

The, public anjn J was now buoyed up with

the;hf)pe
:
of at Jaft feeing (that favorite object of

p^mary importance to the protection of the Ca-

iiadas) the dejlruftwn ofthe depot at Sacketfs Har~

bory accomplifbed*

The foundation of that hope refted upon its

being worthy of every effort and every rife,,

whijeh was ftrengthened by feeing fo many more
troops, than our chief had, afted for, or knew
how to employ. It was therefore thought, that

hei would, have felt himfelf compelled to think

pf Sackett's H&rbory and that onty7 until its cap-

mris wa* effected*
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In an evil hour howevei, and by fome ftrange

perverfity of intellect, Sir George lhunned that

place as a peftilence, and went off with 1 2,000

men to Plattfburg, which fome flattered them-

felves proceeded from a wifh to whet his appe-

tite, until the large {hip at Kingfton was ready
;

but when he was feen to return under a furfeit

of his own creation, all hope was loft, arid the

rnoft gloomy defpair and indignation fucceeded.

Upon his arrival at Plattfburgb, fuch a fcene

of military imbeeihil/ty on' his part was witnefled,

as : is incredible He neither evinced the fmal-

left combination of plan, or vigor of execution ;
•

nor was any obj efl: of the expedition vifible, un-
lefs through its effeft, that of bringing on the

deftrudion of ourfleet\ without making an ef-

fort to fave it, or to re/cue the ar^fmm tb:^ dif-

gsace of beingjtame .fpe&ators of .that deftrijc*

tion. Would to God that this fatal expedition:

could be blotted out from hift'ory. It cafts an
indelible ftain upon pur arms, (in as far as the
conduit of a commander, in fpfte of the feelings

and high fpiritof the gallant troops
1

under his or-

ders, could do) that , can never be fufBciently :

deplored.
7

As it is to become ^ Mty eft rnintary invefti-

gation, 1 moulid have dedined a previous inqui-
ry into its dements, had the queftion not beea
forced upon me by the intemperate zeal and
fulfome compliments of his friends and addr^f-
fers, who will infift upon .his conduit therein

being
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being a rn after-piece of military skll*, found
judgment, and great humanity. To go to trial

with fuch pocket-fulls of fignatures to addreiTes,

procured in the manner, and by the arts which 1

were notorious, and thofe from ptrfons where-
of not one in a thoufand was capable of -und^r-

ftanding the fubject matter upon which he was
made to peremptorily to pronounce an u n quali-

fied decilion, carries, in my mind, the appear-

ance of an attempt to brow-heat government and

his court-martial into an acquittal, right or

wrong, under an idea of ,
inverting injurious

confequences in this country. All this wllhdo

him injury mftead^f good ; for truth and juf-

tice will prevail,: and whatsoever the refuk of

the trial may be, it will be quietly Submitted to A
here* the opinion of fyeophantsto the contrary

notwithstanding.

Captain Downie of the Royal Navy arrived

from Kingftbn to take the command of the fleet

at
;

Ifle aux Noix, a week after the Confiance,

'

our largeft veffel;. 'was launched, and about 15

days before the fatal action. ' The greater' part

of his crew Had juft' arrived, of were ' arriving,

being drafts from different (hips, and unknown
to the officers and to each other. There was"

no leifure for difciplin? previous to t^eja^ack,

as the whole time was neceffarjly occupied 'in

the rigging and equipment; of the, fleet, to meet

Sir George's importunate calls for co-operation,^

a$ the feafon was advancing. So hurrieyl .and

defective was the equipment, tfutl. fhall ^ve
- ^ foe

"2*'] DC "
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one instance of it in this material point, that

mhm the vefTels were fweeping up the Lake a-

giirfft the wind, the joiners were at work in

one of the Con fiance's magazines ; and the

po wder in a boat aiong-fide, whiift the carpen-

ters at the fame time were bufy in fixing ring-

holts, &c.for the guns and carronades, with fhot

lockers, &c. All this was known to Sir George,

and yet his impatience at the delay of the ap-

pearance of the fleet before Plattsburgh was
extreroc.

Poor Downie was placed in a fad dilemma;

for from circumftances whereof he had heard

in i cfpeft' to another quarter, he had reafon to

apprenend that Sir George would fifth for an
opportunity of throwing upon him the cdnfe-

qiie^ces of keeping the army idle, from an al-

iedged want of lreedy co-operation, or of fur-

mining an excufe tor its retreat ; and on the o-

ther hand, if he went prematurely into action,

bis own reputation might be ruined. After fome
deliberation, bis zeal ftept in to make him risk

the
'
latter'as the lefs of two evils. Many muft

recalled the broad hints givjp before the day of
the action, by perfons belonging to Head Quar-
ters, who remained in town, that the army was
ready, but had been kept in inactivity for'fome
days at Plattsburg, merely becaufe the fleet,

fomebow, had not come up to co-operate. And
alfo they will recoiled, how fuddenly the tune
changed after the adion was heard of: for then
prudence and humanity ftept in, (the ©bjed be-

ing
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ingnow gone) to efle£t a retreat with celerity
s

and which was managed without the aid of na-
val co-operation.

The chapter of accidents Wag fadly againd
us in the battle of the nth Sept* 1814. The
Confiance before fhe got into her ftation, had
two anchors mot away, and the wind veering

and baffling her, fhe was fcompelled to anchor
out of hei intended ftatlon with the only one that

remained. The gallant Downie Was killed at

the commencement* One of our veflels got a-*

ground, and thereby became ufelefs, whilft two
thirds of our gun boats (hamefully fled* towards

the clofe of the action, when it would have been
ot immenfe importance to wind thatjhip to bring

the guns of her leaft damaged fide to bear upon
the enemy. That operation was lb difficult from
having but one anchor that it could not be per-

formed j as the whole fire of the enemy was at

the time upon her, which compelled her to

ftrike when in a finking ftate.

In order however to convey an accurate idea

upon the fubject of the expedition to Plattf-

burg, by reafoning upon Sir Georgei's official

letter, Iextradthe following parts of it, viz,

1 hat on the 3d of Sept. our army feized

theenemy s entrenca'd camp at Champlain town
(what a teat !) after it was abandoned by them ;

thaton the gOatbe army halted within 8 miles of

Plattfburg ; on the 6th it entered Plattfburg, a&
Ser reverfing the pofition of the enemy at Dead

Greek
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Creek, which they abandoned and left to be

defended by the gun boats " He the*n defcribes

the pofition of the enemy M on an elevated ridge

fouth of the Saranac, with its redoubts &c. arm-

ed with heavy ordnance, with their flotilla, the

Saratoga, Surprife, Thunderer, Preble, and 10

gun boats"(which gun boats pleafe to remark rea-

der, were a moment before faid to be at Dead
Creek)" at anchor out ofgun (hot from the fhore"

He adds, that <: he immediately communicated the

circumftance to Captain Downie, who had trie

Confiance, Linnet, Broke, and Shannon" (Capt.

Pring calls the latter the Chub and Finch) " and

12 gun boats, and requefted his co-operation

[mark that) and in the mean time batteries were
con ftrufted. On the morning of the i ith our

flotilla wras feen over the ifthmus of land &c.
(it feems he would not truft to his ears, in ref-

peel to the fcaling of the guns for a fignal as a-

greed upon) when immediately certain brigades

were ordered to advance to torce the ford of the

Saranac, and efcalade the enemy's works upon
the heights ; but fcarcely had the troops forced

apaffageand afcended thofe heights, when he
heard the fhout of victory (here his ears appear
to have been pretty fharp) from the enemy's
works, in coniequence of the flags of the Con-
fiance and Linnet being ftruck, (they did not

ftrike within 15 minutes of each other) and the

gun boats flying." Finally he adds " this un-
looked for event, depriving me of the co-oper-

ation of the fleet" (but in the name of honor and
good faith why did you not co-operate before}

0^ without
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Trithout which the further prosecution of the

fervice was become impracticable ? I did not he-

fitate to arreft the courfe of the troops advancing

to the attack; hecaule the moft complete fuccefs

would have been unavailing, and the pofleffion

of the enemy's works offered no advantage to

compenfate for the lofs we rauft have fuftained

in acquiring pofleffion of them."

Now would it riot be fuppofed, that all this

was done in the time that Sif George was turn-

ing himfelf round from looking at the fleet, to

look at his troops, and vice versa ! but what
mull the aftoniflimetit be, when it is found,

that the Confiance resifled two hours and a half,

arid the Linnet 15 minutes longer ! Surely the

ffoops, Whofe Commander wTas fo impatient to

fee the fleet come up, ought to have been ready

to have entered the enemy's Works the moment
they did appear. Had they fo entered, it is (in-

tjueftionable that our fleet would have been vie-

torious, or had they been permitted to enter,

even when recalled, it is almoft demonftrable

that the enemy's fleet mull have furrendered, or

at leaft ours have been retaken.

There may be some truth in Sir George's offi-

cial narrative* but much is concealed. A letter

was fent to Gapt. Downie, ftrongly urging him
to come cn, as the army had been long waiting

for his co-operation, (dating as a proof of it,

that it had been under arms from day light the

<}ay before, in expectation of the fleet) and clof-

ing for a hope that aothiog but the ftate of wind,

pre-

)
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prevented the fleet from coming up; Thislaft

fnfinuation conveyed more meaning t'lan meet?

the ear, as if hinting that artificial delays were

made. The brave Downie replied, that he re-

quired no urging to do his duty ; that he fhould

be up the firft fhift of the wind, and make the

fignal of his approach by fcaling his guns.

He was as good as his word.—The guns

were fcaled when he got tinder weigh, upon
hearing which Sir George iflued an order for

the Troops to cook, inftead of that of injlani co-

operation. At length, when he saw the fleet\ a

movement was ordered, but of coune top late,

as fo little previous arrangement had been made
for being ready to come into immediate contact

with the enemy, that the troops put in motion,

had a circuit of miles to make, and then when
at length clofe in with their object, were recal-

led the moment that the fleet fell.

As to Capt. Downie being urged by Sir

George to go into action, the whole chain of

circumftances corroborate the fact, and the in-

difcretion of Major Goore in furnifhing living

evidence of what the hero, now no more, faid i$

not more fortunate for the caufe of truth than

conclufive thereon ; befides this, every profes-

sional man knows, that no naval officer in his

fenses, would from choice, (if left to the guid-

ance of his own judgment) have gone into ac-

tion with a newjhip and raw crew, immediately

after her equipment, without a week or ten days

to discipline that crew, and accuftom them to

their- stations and quarters.
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Much ftrefs.is laid by Sir George and his friends

upon the allegation, that the enemy's fleet was
out of gun (hot from the more, which is not

true. But why not have entered the enemy's
works, and given practical proof of the range of

fhot againft their fleet inftead of making conjec-

tural affertions ? Had that leen done, widely

different would have been the iflue.

So thoroughly did Capt. Downie depend up-

on co-operation by land, that he harangued his

men when going into action, to this effect," My
lads, we mail be immediately affifted by the ar-

my ofhore—Let us mow them, that our part of

the duty is well done." Poor fellow how he

was miftaken. In 10 minutes after he fell, and

left Sir George to tell his own ftory.—This

fpeech proved to have in the end a pernicious

effect upon the crew, when the promises it con-

veyed, were feen not to be fulfilled afhoie.

It is a fact, that the American Commodore
was fo impreffed with the idea that their wrorks

alhore would ftill be carried, that he did not

take poffeflion of our vessels for a long time af-

ter the action terminated ; he being employed

in getting his own out of reach from the fhore,

apprehending that their own batteries would be

turned againft them.— in the evening he expref-

fed an expectation, that next morning the Brit-

ifh colours would be feen flying upon the A-

merican works; and when General Macomb
came off at day light, to fay that our army had

retreated in the ni&ht of the nth leaving their
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lick and wounded behind >
and destroying quan-

tities of Stores and Provifions, Commodore Mc-
Donou^h would not credit the fact ; but when
it was perfifted in, he cautioned Macomb to be-

ware of a ftije de guerre, as the Britifh army
would either return next night, or was theti

proceeding by forced marches to Sack t it's Har-
bour.

It is known that Macomb, notwithstanding

all his pufTs about our defeat, was actually fitting

in gloomy defpair upon a Gun, whilft our troops

were advancing on the iith, and ready to fur-

jrenderthe moment that the firft Britifh Soldier

appeared upon the parapet ; and when it was
notified that they had fuddenly halted, and were
then on the retreat, he started up almost frantic

with joy, and could hardly believe the evidence

of his fenfes.'—He had only with him about 1500
of the refufe of the American troops on the

Plattsburg duty, the effectives having previoufly

marched off for Sackett's Harbour under Gener-
al Izard. To this may be added perhaps 3000
militia, chiefly collected after Sir George halted

on the 6th at Plattsburg, and on which day, he
might have entered their works almoft without

oppofition, had our troops not been kept back

for agrand coup, and behold itsfinale, ! ! L

As to faving of men by the retreat aftei this

lofs of our fleet, it is well known that twice the

I

number were loft by defertion, that an afTault

1 would have coft us ; and this he knew at the

time he wrote, that " the polfeffion of the ene-

my
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enemy's works offered us no advantage to

" compenfate for the lofs we muft have fuftain-

" ed in acquiring poffeflion of them."

Did Sir George really believe, that we had

loft the ufe of our reafoning faculties ? was the

ground upon which the men, artillery , and Jlores

at Sa? anac flood, the object of capture ? or was
it not (afiuredly it was) the men, artillery, and
stores, (landing upon thatground ! and if fo, why-

were theyfujfercd to efcape ? Surely the milita-

ry character of the gallant army committed to

his charge, and the manes of the gallant Downie,
whoperiihed under fuch circumftances, required

fome facrifkes.

I wonder in what fchool Sir George learnt the

humiliating doctrine, that a Britifh Soldier's life

is more valuable to him than his military honor
\

and yet to jufiify fuch a retreat, that principle

mull be affumed.

Did not the lofs of our fleet require a military

set ojf\ and did not that lofs abfolutely impofe

it upon Sir George as an imperious duty to fur-

nifh that set off,hy capturing the enemy's army,

to prevent the effecT: which a retreat under fuch

circumftances muft produce, ornamented as he

well knew it would be by American gafconade?

1 he mifchievous moral effecT: of the Plattsburg

bufinefs, has been, and will be incalculable both

in America and in Europe ; for that will be heard

of in many countries and places, where it will

not be known, that the commander alqn€ was to

blame
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(j blame\ and the army under him indignant on the

I occafion.

Were the events of Sir George's command,
and efpecially the expeditions to Sackett's Har-

bor and Plattsburg to become examples for the

Britifh Army to follow ; from poffeffing the

hearts of Lions, they would foon be reduced to

the timidity of Lambs ; an j the fut nre enquiries

of military men would be, not who had nobly

done his duty, but who had avoided a battle, or

Who had contrived to efcape unhurt.

It has been faid, that his General Orders and
official letters were often compofed with a view

to deceive at a diftance ; and his Plattsburg let-

ter furnifhes diredt proof of this acCufation be-

ing correct. It is dated there the nth of

September 1814, as if written on the fpot im-
mediately after the naval battle, and before the

degrading retreat commenced, whereas it is well

known, that the letter did not go from Canada
until it was carried by Mr. Secretary Brenton
who failed from Brandy Pots on the 9th of Odl.

consequently it was written in Montreal long

after the date it bears.—In proof of this, read the

following paragraph of that letter, " As the
u troops concentrated and approached the line

" of feparation between this Province/' (is Platts-

burg then in Canada) " and the United States,

the American army &c." What a fad flip of the

pen or memory is here ! But if for Plattsburg

nth September, there be fubftituted Montreal
sift Sept, or any fubfequent day, then the blun-

der
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der will be explained.—It is true that fuch was
the celerity of his perfonal retreat, that on the

13th he iffued an order dated at Odell-Town
;

but I ftrcngly fufped that on the nth after the

a£tion he was not in a ftate to write letters any*

where,— Another proof of its having been writ* 1

ten at Montreal, and not at Piattsburg, is, that in

the firft General Order aftefwards, the gun-boats

were in a manner commended for effecting

their retreat in fafety (propably from the fym-
pathetic feeling of the moment) whereas in the

revifion of that order, they are left out, but men-
tioned in this falfe dated letter as flying ; becaufe

upon reflection^ their not having done their dutyr
might le^d people afide from the confederation

that he had not done his own.

But why was the letter dated at Pittsburgh ?

Truly juR to deceive John Bull, and prevent the

neceffity of then letting him know, how many
men were loft by defertion in that memorable

retreat, and what quantity of provifions and

ftores were deftroyed in it, or during the expe-

dition.
mmx - ::n

•

:vo : :'
:)

fJi
VERITAS.

Montreal, 23d May, i8i5<

1

No. vni.
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[NO. VIIL]

To the Editor of tfw Montreal Herald

The enemy, -aS before mentioned, having

been fuffered to mature without counteraction,

their preparations for another invafion of the

Niagara line in Upper Canada, w ulft Sir George

.

was occupied with parade in the Lower Province;

they crofled over about 9000 men, on the 3d of

July, 1 8 14, under General Brown, part above

and part below Fort Erie, which was immediate-

ly' inverted and fummoned 5 and being in a si-

tuation incapable of effectual defence, ii furren-

dered.

After this, they descended towards Chipewa,'

and on the 5th, Major General Riall anticipat-

ed them by marching out from our lines, and
attacking them at Street's Creek, a fhort diftance

above. After a fevere conflict, our very inferi-*

or forcey
confifting at mbft of 1500 men, com-

posed of a part of the Royal Scots, and King's
regiment, 100th regt. a few of the Royal Artil-

lery, arid 19th Dragoons, with some militia,

* was obliged to retire to the pofition at Chipewa*
with the loss of 500 killed! and wounded. Ia

<t, the
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the former lift were 6 officers, half of then:

militia, and in the latter, 25 officers, wher-

were militia. The Royal Scots and 1.70th w .

the chief fufferers. Lieut. Co!.. Gordon torn-

manding the former, and i ieut Col. the Man
tjuis 1 f 'I weeddale the latter, were among the

wounded. The latter cfBeer had only joined

the d^.y. before, and it is certainly a proud ccn-

fideration, and a favorable omen to our country,

to see men of high rank among the moft for-

ward iapurfuit (^military fame, and incurring

aH the risks and privations incident to the hon-

orable' profession of arms throughout the war.

It is to be obferved that the militk of the neigh-

borhood unner Lieut. CcA Bickfon, bore their

ihare in the dangers and lo&es of the day.

General Riall finding his position turned af-

ter this action, retreated, toware's Fort George^

iLto which, and Forts Niagara and Mil7
"rfl

'

having thrown an additional force, he made a

rapid flank movement, and gained the 20 rniie

creek, on the, route to Burlington, thereby pre-

serving his communications fro^ below, This

foiled the enemy in their vievvs, which were to

have proceeded by forced marches to get polTef-

fiori of thatp'Jl, and infolate our force upon the

Niagara line, whilft their fleet, under Commo-
<3qre Chaiihcey, was expected to cut off our fup-

pfies and reinforcements from Kingftonv as alfo

t<5
!

co-operate in ulterior proceedings againft our

troops fo infulated. Fortunately Chauncey was

not ready, to fail before the cud of July.

General
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General Riall's attack upon the enemy, unde;

fo great a difpropoition of force, as probably 5
to 1, has been censured asrafliby many ; bu>

the probability is, that if he had not done fo>

a d broke in upon their plan of operations, hy

that daring and unexpected manoeuvre, they

probably, without the aid of their fleet, would

(by appearing to threaten an attack upon our

lines at Chipewa) have marched to their left,

and have actually cut off our communication

with Burlington, as originally intended.

In this view of the subject, his attack was for-

tunate, and the retreat afterwards made by him,

is deferving of credit, from having been effected

in good order, without Iofs of men, artillery,

stores, or baggage ; fo that the confidence of his

troops remained unabated* Had he retreated

in the firfl: inftance without fighting, the pro-

bability is, that his men would have been dis-

pirited, as considering fuch a retrograde move-
ment then premature.

It is fa id that G eneral Rial! was ignorant of
the whole force of the enemy being united, and
he doubtless confidered it important in fuch cafe

to- cripple them, before the junction could be

formed, or their fleet appear.

That officer being afterwards reinforced, ad-

vanced, and took up a pofition about the 20th of
July, at the 12 mile Creek. The enemy, on
the 15th advanced a ftrong column from Queen-
fton towards Fort George, with the. appearance
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ofeftabliming themfelves in the neighbourhood,

but Lieut. Col. Tucker, who was left in com-
mand of t^e Forts, having marched out from
Fort MiflifTago, at the fame time that a detach-

ment moved from Fort George, they law fuch a

reception preparing for them, as induced them
to give up their intentions and retire.

A few nights before, "a very neat affair upon
a fmaU fcale, took place between a party of the

King's regiment, confifting of 32 men of the

light company, under Major Evans, who had
volunteered his fervices on the occasion, and up-

wards of. 350 of the enemy, in which the A-
jnerican General Swift was killed, and the form-

er, although at one time furrqunded, extricated

him j elf and party with much skill and gallantry.

On the morning of the 25th July, Lieut*

Colonel Tucker with part of the garrifon ofFort
George, and of the 89th Regt. drove the ene-

my from Lewis Town, on the fouth fide of the

Niagara River, bringing away without lofs, fome

baggage, tents and provifions. The fame day
General Brown began to retire from Queenfton

towards Chipewa, when finding himfelf preflfed

bv Majbr General Riall, with about 1500 regu-

lars and incorporated militia, exclufive of Indi-

ans, who had advanced upon his flank from the

1 2 mile creek ; and conceiving that by a prompt

advance againft fo fmaU a force, he might dif-

comfit them before they could be reinforced, de-

termined, at 6 in the evening, to attack them at

tpndy's JLane, 3 mjle$ below Chipewa* The
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unequal contcfc was maintained bravely for fome

time, but being overpowered, our troops were

retreating, when General Drummond coming

up with detachments of the Royals, King's and

89th Regts, ordered them again to advance,

when the conteft was furioufly continued for

fome time ; but on rhe arrival of Col. Scott's

brigade, compiling of a part of the Royals, Kings

and 103d, in ail about 1200 or 1500 men, the

conflict was renewed with redoubled fpirit oa

both fides, and continued until part midnight,

when the enemy retreated precipitately to Chi-

pewa* leaving a field piece and a howitzer, with

two tumbrils in our pofieffion. They, at one

time, had poiTtfiion of three of our field pieces,

which were loon recovered. The enemy's lofsw^as

about 1500, and amongft them Generals Browra
and Scott, and many field officers wounded.

Ours about 900 in all.

The conduct of our regular troops was mod
gallant, and the incorporated militia emulated

them, and fuftained a fcvere lofs The coolnefs,

intrepidity and zeal of General Drummond,
could not be furp^iTed ; for although he received

a bad wound in the neck, he carefully concealed

it, and remained in the field, animating the

troops, until the whole wTas over. General Rial!

was feverely wounded and made prifoner by fome
of the enemy's horfe, which at one time had got

into our rear. The conflict being in the dark,

various miftakes of friends for foes, and vice ver-

fa, were made, Lieut. Colonel Morrifon, 89th

Lieut,
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Lieut. Col. Pearfon, Infpefting Field Officer,

and Lieut. Col. Rohinfon, commanding the inr

corporated Militia, were alfo feverely wounded.

Lieut. Colonel Hamilton, commanding the Se-

dentary Militia had the good fortune not to be

hurt, although his exertions did him great cre-

dit. Of inferior officers, above 40 were killed

and wounded, of which 18 militia.

It is matter of great regret that the conteft had

not happened in day light, and in an open coun-

try, where fuperiority of difcipline could have

been made available, againft the great difpro-

portion of numbers, that we had to encounter,

which were then above two to one, even after

General Drummond, with the reinforcement^

came up.

On the 27th of July, the enemy retreated a-

crofs the Chipewa towards Fort Erie, laying

wafte the country, and deftroyingthe Bridges,

having previoufly burnt Street's mill and the vil-

lage of Saint David's. Had we poffefled the

means of immediate purfuit, there cannot be a

doubt, that they would have been driven back

to their own territory
;
confequently the fatal

neglccT: to fend up timely reinforcements, cannot

be too often deplored.

Our troops moved on with caution, and took

up a pofition before Fort Erie, but the enemy
had in the mean time eftablifhed themfelves to

great advantage by abattis and other works, par-

ticularly on fnake hill, and aifo by ftrengthen*

ing the Fort.
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On the jd of Atrgnft a well conceived plan

ivas formed againft Black Rock, which had It

been executed as intended, the enemy at Fort

Erie rriuft have b en reducedJo the iittnoft peril,

it net to a furrendeVj by reafon of the intercep -

tion or deftruclion of their fupplies' from the Rates*

About 1000 men croffed over to the Ameri-

can fide below Snake ilhnd, under Lieut. Col.

Tucker, but by fome unaccountable fatality, that

part of the troops who got over lirft, neglected

to occupy a bridge, over which the whole were

to pafs, and the enemy were thereby enabled to

fecure it by a fmall corps of Riflemen, who th^ew

in fuch a fire upon our people, when they at-

tempted to pafs, as to create a confufion that

ended in 'a precipitate retreat, whereby the ob-

ject of the expedition was completely fruftrated.

Had it fucceeded, an attack Upon Fort Erie was
intended then to have been alfo made. _

An aflault upon that pofition was however
ftill contemplated, and as a meafure preparatory

thereto, Captain Dobbs, of the Royal Navy,
with a body of seamen, were conveyed by land,

as alfo boats into Lake Erie. On the night of

the nth Auguft, 1814, they descended that lake

and in a mafterly ftyle, boarded and carried the

enemy's armed Schooner Somers, of 2 long 12

pounders, and the Porcupine, of one long 12,

each was commanded by a Naval Lieut, and each
had 35 men :—a third veffel of same force ef-

Caped capture by an accident. Thetliree were
at anchor off Fort Erie, The two which we

cap-
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captured" went down the. rapids, tjgjtq the rear of
otir troops, O.tIiss was Lieut-. RadciiiFe, of
the Navy, and two seamen fciile

!

, with 4 wound-
ed. That of the en&tixj Tvvas 8 in all.,

It no doilbt was intended that" the general as-

sault upon their works, mould hare fpeedily4

followed the capture of the vefteb, but cireuni-'

fiances occurred to delay it until the 15th before -

day. At trie outset, we had a faur prolnecl of-

;

fuccefs, our .ti oops having entered their works.;?

at fevera! points, hut efpedaliy havinir eftabihhod

th'emfelves in Fort Krie, when unhappily an ex-

plofi n there took place, (whether from accident

or depgfi, is ftill a contested point, but I think

the former) which deftroyed to many of our of*

ficers and men^ as to occafion l'oe reft to'retire

with precipitation,

Our lofs was moft fevere, being in all in kiU

led, wounded, and prifoners, about 900 ; and in

this lofs was comprifed forae moft valuable onh>
\

cers, amdngff wfibiB were Col. Scott and Lieut,

Col. Drumrnond. with others of inferior rank.

The lift of wounded officers, including prifoners,.

was above 30.

The lofs of the enemy muft have been much
inferior. The remit of this attack is greatly to be

lamented, as the lofs it coft us was moft heavy

;

but I can by no means confider the implied cen-

fure thereon by Sir George Prevoft, as founded
j

upon found military principles; The gtound

thereof was, from its being a night attack ; now
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in almoft every inftance, of a defperate attack

upon fortified pofitions, it has been done at

night, and for this reafon, that the troops in

advancing, are covered by the darknefs from

that precifion in the fire of the enemy, which
would otherwife be deftru&ive.

There is a recent proof of this, in General

Lambert's difpatches, for he amgns it as one

caufe ofthe failure at New Orleans, that the at-

tack, although intended to be before day, was
from various caufes delaye d fo long, that our

troops could be feen at 200 yards dii'tance from
the enemy's lines as they advanced to the afTauk.

It is hardly fair in thofe who ri(k nothing ew
ther by day or night, to cenfure thofe who do $

but there is more propriety in the remark, that

as the 8 2d was not far oiF, and the 6th regt. fol-

lowing in fucceffion, thefe circumftances furaifh-

ed good reafon for delayingthe attack until their

arrival. There is however in oppofition to that,

the emulation and zeal of thofe brave men, who
feale J their opinions with their lives upon the

occafion,

The wounds ofGeneral Brown were fuch that

he refigned the command to General Gaines,

for fome time, but was able to refume it again

in September. The enemy's fleet was fupeiior

to ours during the months of Auguft, Septem-
ber, and half of October, 18 14; during which
times Sir James Yeo remained at Kingfton, wait-

ing for the completion of our 3 decker, the Sl
Lawrence, r Commodore
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Commodore Chauncey in this interval, pro*
fited little by his command of the lake, nor did

any thing of much moment happen at Fort Erie,

during Brown's temporary retirement.

The remaining operations of the laft cam-
paign, I mail defer to my next.

I find that I am aflailed by a writer in the

Coiirant, with a torrent of scurrilous abufe,

which exceeds the oratory of Billingsgate, or

even that of the moft violent American News-
paper. To fuch democratic slang I mall make
no reply, (it being precifely of the like tenor as

was uttered in the Aflembly of Upper Canada

by Wilcocks and others, who afterwards went
over to the enemy) but content myself with ob*

ferving, that the fcope and object of his doctrine,

feems to be to maintain, that in no poffible cafe,

can an extraordinary power be exercifed by the

King's Reprefmtative for the prefervation of the

Province.

That on the eve of, or pending an irivafion,

although he fhould discover that the disaffected

are labouring by machinations, both open and

concealed, to palsy the means of defence, and

feel conviction that they muft thereby fucceed

in their views, he even then muft ftill confine

htmfelfto the fame line of proceeding, as would

be applicable to the ordinary courfe of events,

in times of peace and tranquility ; and rather

than apply an Extraordinary remedy, although

with a certainty of its proving effectual for the

ferurfty
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fecurity ofthe Province committed to his charge,

muft quietly fubmit to the proipecl of certain

eventual conqueft, and to the immediate ftarva-

tion of his troops.

Now this doctrine I deny, and maintain, that

it merits the execration of every good fubje£t„

however difguifed under the malk of an affected

regard for conftitutional lorms.

VERITAS,
Montreal, 31ft May, 18 15.
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(no. ix.) " 1

To the Editor ofthe Montreal Herald

Sir,

After our unfortunate attempt upon the ene-

my's position at Fort Erie
?
little was done there

on either side for fome time, excepting recipro-

cal attacks upon pickets and occasional cannona-

ding, which were productive of a. considerable

loss of lives.

On the 1 7th of September, 1814, after Gen-
eral Brown had resumed the command, the e-

nemy fallied out with about 5000 men, and

made a bold attempt upon our batteries, where-

in they succeeded by carrying them in the first

inftance, and spiking or disabling the guns ; but

our troops most gallantly retook them at the

point of the bayonet, in which recapture part

of the 82d, under Major Proctor, and of the 6th,

under Major Taylor, greatly distinguished thetrn

selves.

The attack by the enemy was made under a

kind of furprise, which was facilitated by the

very bad state of the weather, that enabled them
to approach unperceived, close to the right ofour

'position, and capture a oumber of DeWatteville's
* regt.
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regt. there on duty. The lofs on both sides

vms very severe. Curs in killed, wounded and

prisoners, exceeded 6co. Lieut. Cols. Filler,

Pearson, arid Cord en, were severely wounded,

and the iatter afterwards died of hiswounds. 1 he

enemy had also a Li mber of their best' officers

killed and wounded.

This sortie of tl e enemy is the more remar-

kable, as having been a departure from their vi-

sual course, which was the Indian n ode of

warfare, with additional safe guards. The In-

dians make a point of never risking their per-

sons, where it can bt avoided, but look out for,

and avail themselves of the cover of trees and o-

ther natural objects, which can enable them to

kill the enemy, without danger to themselves.

The American troops are alike careful of their

persons in adlion, and use the same precautions

wherever practicable, with the addition of arti-

ficial covering, by cutting down trees, and for-

ming abattis, &c.

Our troops on the contrary, are too apt to

despise those precautions, and to incur an excefs

ofperfonal risk, as if they considered it deroga-
tory in a foldier to go behind a tree or other co-

ver. There can be no stronger proof of the
enemy's want of confidence in themselves, and
consequent repugance to meet our troops on
ground where the bayoriet could be ufed, than
their not following our handfuls of men to any
diftance, after their landing near Fort George,
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in 1 8 13 ; their allowing us to retreat from the

battle at Street's Creek, without attempting to

purfue ; their witnessing our disgraceful retreat

at Plattsburg, without cne effort to give it the

colouring falsely pretended by General Macomb,
of his having repulsed our attack, inftead of the

mortifying fact, that the disgrace arose entirely

from the order given by Sir George Prevost,

who prevented 12000 men from doing what a-

ny 3000 of them could have effected. And fi-

nally, near New-Orleans, where the American
troops, from being completely under cover, sus-

tained no lofs, whilst ours were wholly expofed,

and mowed down by hundreds at a time ; yet

not a man moved out of their lines to follow

up our repulse. In cases where no personal dan-

ger is incurred, it requires no other courage,

than to stand until personal safety be afcertained.

It is an extraordinary circumstance^ that in

the late war, we neglected to adapt our tactics

to the enemy we had to deal with, and the

country we had to a£t in ; and it is alike extra-

ordinary, that ofthat arm of our military force

beft qualified for American warfare, viz. Rifle-

men and Light Infantry, not a battalion ofeither

was fent to Canada, although common fense,

and the experience ofthe former American war,

ought to have fuggefted the propriety and expe*

diency of the meafure.

To what is this to be ascribed ? Is it to the ne-

glect of Sir George to make a requifition for fuch

troops ? or is it, that in wtthing to puff off his

own
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own merits, he deceived Government into a be-

lief, that fuch were unneceffary, as if the mili-

tia had been quite sufficient to fupply their place.

Whatfoever the caufe,the .effeft has been the

lofs of a great number of valuable lives, which

with the numerous other lamentable negle£ts of

that Commander, contributed to give the enemy
advantages and pretexts for exultation, which

otherwife could never have exifted.

The rains in September were conftarit and

exceffive, which acting upon the fwampy na-

ture of the ground, where part of our troops

were obliged to be placed near Fort Erie, and in

conjunction with the privations to which they

were fubjefted, made them fo fickly, as to ren^

der it a point of prudence and expediency, after

the lofs of our heavy cannon, to fall back upon
Chipewa, which was done gradually, without
interruption from the enemy.

During this time, the large division of thq

enemy, under General Izard, who had moved
from Plattsburg fhortly before Sir George's me-
morable expedition thither, as if in thorough
contempt ofhim, by prefuming upon his mili-

tary incapacity, (indeed it is alike incomprehen-
fible, why Izard moved off, or why Sir George
after he did move, did nothing againft the refe-
rable remnant of his force that he left behind
under Macomb) had arrived at Sacket's Harbour,
when finding that they ftill had the command
of Lake Ontario, that division was embarked and

sent
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fentinveflels and craft a confiderablediflance up,

andthen disembarking on the fouth fide, the troops

marched by land to BuiTalo, to join Gen. Brown,

At one time, it was reported, that they had
landed on the BritiHx

r
i ie at 1 2 mile creek, which

indeed would have been mod serio as : General

Brown emboldened by the approach of this

force, drew nearer to our pdfition at Chlpewa,

and when the junction was effected, an attempt

was made to turn our right, in which they fail-

ed, after iuftaining confiderable lofs< It is pro-

bable that the attempt would have been renew-

ed, but for the reported approach of our fleet,

which occasioned them to retreat with precipi-

tation on the 19th of Oct. 1814, to Fort Erie,

from which they finally retired on the 5th of

Nov. to their own side, after deftroying the fort

and the other works
;
having previoufly fent over

their artillery and ftores, with part of their troops

and militia, and thus ending that campaign.

After our ship the St. Lawrence of 100 guns

Was launched and fitted at Kingston, our fleet

sailed from thence on the 16th of October with

a reinforcement oftroops and stores for Niagara,

where they arrived soon after the Americans

had retreated. Commodore Chauncey when he

found that the 3 decker was ready, retired to

Sacket's Harbour, and made no attempt to im-

pede the contemplated relief to our troops.

It has been regretted, that our fleet did not

carry up a sufficient force at once, to have ena-

bled
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bled General Drtimmond to have immediately

followed up the enemy after their retreat, and in

which case a great part of them, with their can-

non and stores, would, probably have been cap^

tured. In opposition to this, it has been main-

tained, and I think with truth, that it would

have been unpardonable in Sir James Yeo to

have taken on board such a number of troops,

as to have incapacitated his squadron from fight-*

iiig the enemy to advantage, in the battle that

it was expected Commodo;e Cbauncey would
risk, to endeavor to defeat the object we had in

view. Our fleet returned, and made a second

trip from Kingston to Niagara early in Nov.
but by this time the enemy had retired to their

own side.

Ihthe ye&r 1814, the enemy rnadd several

incursions into the upper part of Upper Canada,

for the espfefs purpose of deftroying private

property, for on the 15th of May, a detachment
of their army under Colonel Campbell, landed

at Long Point on Lake Erie, pillaged and laid

waste the adjacent country, burnt the village of
Dover, with all the mills, stores, distilleries, and
dwelling houses in the vicinity, carried away
such property as was portable, and killed the

cattle within their reach. The lofs, by such des-

truction and pillage, was eftimated at fifty

(thousand dollars.

Oil the *6th of August, some Americantroops

arid Ia4iaas; id their service from Detroit, fur-
.

5 prifed
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prised the settlement of Port Talbot, where they

committed the most atrocious acts of violence*

leaving upwards of 230 men, women and chil-

dren, in a state of nakednefs and want.

On the loth September, a second excursion

was made by the American garrison of Detroit*

Spreading fire and pillage through one of the

settlements in the Western District of Upper Ca-

nada, whereby 27 families were reduced to mi- v

sery. Early in November, fame year, General

Arthur with a large body of mounted Ken-
tnckians and Indians, madearapid march through

the weftern and part of London Districts in that

Province, burning the mills, deftroying the pro-

visions^ and living upon the Inhabitants,

Mow, is it possible to conceive, that all those,

and former acts of* conflagration and pillage could

have happened without drders from the Ame-
rican Govt, and yet if we hadretaliated upon this

principle in the (.hefapeake o r clfewhere, (which

was completely in our power to have done)

what ^ii outcry would have been raised by Mr.
Madifbn, and re-echoed by the oppofition in

the Imperial Parliament, who on finding them-
felves beat from their grounds of cenfure againft

.

our Government and officers for the deftrudtlon

of the public buildings at Wafhington, when,
proved to have been merely retaliatory, then

took up a new pofition equally untenable, viz.

that it would have been magnanimous not to hdve

followed the example of the Americans in their

fp/tducj at Tork and Newark. Now
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Now in common fenfe, what docs fuch d<~">

trine mean ? Do thefe mock patriots referve all

their Sympathies for the enemies of their coun-

try, and regard with callous indifference, the fuf-

ferings of their fellow fubjects ? are the latter

not entitled- to protection and confideration, and

as means of that protection, was it not incum-

bent upon our officers, and a point ( f juftice, to

mft the enemy their own w:apons, and

thereby make them feel the confequences oftheir

own enormity of cpncfu®;., with a view to pre^

vent their 'repeating the like in future ?

It is very magnanimous to befare to fpeak with

cold blooded indifference about the infliction of

ruin upon friends at the diftance of 3,000 miles,

by fire and devastation In the moSt aggravated

lliapes ; but I will venture to fay, that if Mr„

Whitbread's brewery and his princely manfion,

with all their contents, had been at York or

Newark, and Shared the fate of the buildings

there consigned to the flames by the enemy, we
mould never have heard of his lectures upon th&

virtue ofmagnanimity,

Thofe oppofitionifts are not more callous to

the fufferings of our fellow Subjects, than ofour

allies. What concern and reprobation have they

not expreSTed at the pretended cruelties exercifed

by the Indians in our intereft, againft |iieir ene-

mies : but which t>f them has ever been heard

to commiferate the fate of thofe poor creatures

who were murdered in cold blood, to the fouth^

8 a ward,
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%yard, by the remorfelefs Jackfon and Coffee, 'as

their own diipatches prove ; or at the syHem-
atic burning and deftroying of Indian towns
and c(-rn fields to the northward, by the Ame-
rican troops, and militia.

Has.any of them ever lifted up his voice in

Parliament, against the scandalous land pillage

and other vexations and injuftice practised a-

gainst the Indians by the Americans, and to

which they are re-consigned, by its having been

omitted to be ftipulated in the late treaty of

peace, that neither Great Britain nor the Uni-

ted. States, fhould have garrisons or cuftom hou-

ses within the Indian territory ; unlefs it be un-

derftood, that exemption therefrom makes part

of the rights to which the natives were intitled in_

l8ii ; and yet with all these outrages and-ne-

glefts- flaring them fn the face, we find thera

runing over the world in search of adventures

or objects, whereon to exercise their tender

feelings, in the cause of humanity,—nay, Mr.
Whitbread seems tremblingly alive with appre-

hension that Great Britain may re-interfere to

dethrone the Corsican, and does his utmost to*

%dfcQ that monster from the attack of the Allied

jfowers* all ofwhom he libels in the most grofs

and unmeasured language. Yet such is modern
patriotism !

After the campaign of 1 8 .14 closed, General

t)rummond and Sir James Yeo came down to

M^5?^k & fSS&t with. Sit George Prevost

upon
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upon the plan of operations for the next year :

whatsoever tXfqt plan was, 5s now not material

to be known, but much valuable time was lost in

point ofpreparation, by hesitatingahout whether

tobuild veffels atTurkey point, on Lake Erie, or

on Lake Huron. The latter was at last decided

upon, as it ought to have been at first ; but if re-

port be true, Sir George was blamelefs in this

delay. Had he been half as anxious to prevent:

the lofs of our lake Erie fleet, as it is said, he

afterwards was to create a new one upon Lake
Huron, (which certainly was the only secure

situation to build after that lofs) there never

could have existed a queftion upon the subject,

and all the misfortunes of the right; division of

©ur army would have been avoided.

Before however the result ofthe incredible

pence incurred in winter 1814, could be known
(and which expenee, as also the similar excessive

expenditure from winter. 18 13 onwards, were
rendered neceffary alone by the unpardonable

preceding negle&s) the news of peace "very un-
expectedly arrived, and put a stop to further na-

val and military preparations. Some time after

Sir George was fuperseded and recalled, in a

manner conveying the most pointed marks of
the disapprobation of his Majesty's Government
The peace is negatively glorious to us, in so far

as that the enemy have not gained any one point
for which they went to war, and have lost va-

luable indulgencies, that we hac} granted thera

m former treaties ; yet I cannot but consider

the
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the terms of the treaty unsatisfactory, in not

containing fome provision for thefuture security

ofthe Canadas, and dishonorable, in not provi-

ding for the independence and protection of our

Indian Allies.

Although not coming within the feope of my
plan at the onset, yet I cannot pafs without ob-

servation, the fpecics of deception, by which the

American Naval fervice has obtained a degree of

celebrity, to which it is not entitled
-

in p rint of

fact. During the peace TubSequent to the' A-
lnericati revolution, political differences of opi-

nion amongft their parties, prevented their build-

ing line of battle mips with the timber which

was provided for that purpofe ; but the federal

party then in' power, as a trick upon the demo-
crats, who were out, worked up that timber into

mips' which they .caljed frigates., by reafon of

not having two complete gun-decks; but boated

of their beine in effec~t 74's in disguife, which

was perfectly true It has however since been

found more convenient for their national vani-

ty, to play off the trick upon us ; and dropping

the appellation of 74!$ in difguife, to call them

plain 44 gun frigates . By thus disguifing their

real ftrength; and cautiouflyinall their official ac-

counts, fpeaking of them as fr igates, and alfo con-

cealing their weight of metal, and number, of

men, they have impofed upon the world, or at

ieaft th,e. nomprofeffionai part of it, by inducing

them to believe, that in their combats with us, it

was frigates pf44 guns only againfl thofeof 38.,

The
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The fallacy of this wilfbe manifeft from the fol-

lowing flatcments : the Prcfidenc, Conftitution,

and United States, rated at 44 guns, are each

1630 tons, an 1 cany 56 guns, of the following-

calibres, wTith each 480 to 500 picked men, viz :

32 long 24 pounders discharging 768 lbs of ball,

1 do 18 do do 36 -

22 32IDS. carronades do 704 - (lam

uncertain if they are not 42ID- carronades)

|6 guns exclufive of howitzers in the top 1508
lbs.—Now our 38 gun frigates with which they

have had to combat, and which they captured,

viz : Guerriere, Macedonian and Java, were

each under 1000 tons, and the compliment of

each 320 men and boys ; the latter fhip having

fupernumeraries going to the Eaft Indies, had

on board 377 men and boys. They each car-

ried 49 guns ofthe following description :

28 long 18 prs. difcharging 504IDS. of ball,

2 do 9 do do 18

16 car'ds. 32 do do 512
2 do 12 do do 94 " •

1 brafs gun 6 -
49 guns do 1064 —

It is proper to remark, that thfe Dragon, the

largest 74 in the Britifh Navy, is two- feet

fhorter but two feet broader than the American

44 s. Her tonnage is 1798 and their's 1630.
The average tonnage of 12 British 74's is only

1628, being the same as the said 44's. Upon
the whole therefore, it is evident, that what they

have been puffing offto the wrorld as equal com-
bat,
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bat,has beeti at least as 6 to 4; and if their over«

proportion of able or professional seamen, to

what our ships carry, be considered, the diffe-

rence is still greater* perhaps two to one.

In the sloops of war, there was the like dis-

proportion, as for instance, the American sloop

Hornet carried 18 carronades of 32 lbs. 4 long

c) and 2 long 6 pounders, with 1 65 picked men
—the British sloop or brig PeaGcck, had 16

carronades of 24lbs. and 2 long 9's. with 122

men arid boys.

The sattle cheat, or rather a much greater, is

in progrefs with the 76's lately built, which are

to carry 800 or 900 men each, and to discharge

the following broadfides, viz :

16 long 42 prs. lower deck 672 lbs.

16 do 24 do. upper deck 384.

2 Jo 24 do qr. deck 48.

16 car'ds 42 do. dk. foretaftle 420.

4 do 24 do. poop 96.

48 guns of a side, in all 1 620 lbs.

A Britifli ship of 3 decks, rated at 98, carrier

'112 guns, discharging a broadfide of

14 long 32 lower deck 448 lbs.

14 do 24 middle do 336, some have t$

on this deck*

J4 do 1 2 upper do * 68.

a do 18 7 qr. deck 36.

% car'dsja 3 and forecaftle 224,

4 do 24 poop 96.

55 guns of a eide> ia all 1 308 Itefc Md fS° *****

The
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The Americans have also lately built a des-

cription of what they call frigates, to be rated 48
guns and to carry 62 guns each with 600 men

5

Viz i 34 long 3 1 pouriders,

4 do 24 do

24 car'ds 42 do

The length of their gun-deck is above 180 feet*

It is to be regretted, that in part we have

sanctioned this deception, which the American^

have superlatively encreased. , It was Common
in our official accounts of battles with the French,

to state our ships according to their rate in the

Navy, and the captured enemy at the actual

number of guns he carried * and thus the Ame-
ricans have had thfc niodesty to say, but most fal-

sely, that they have captured British men o£

war at sea of equal force* which the French ne-

ver could. Now the fact is, that neither have
captured our ships of equal force, and it is alike

true, that w£ nevd: conquered a French ship of
of the like actual fiiperiority to ours, as the A~
merican ships which we engaged really poffeffed

in intrinsic force;

In the only actions we have had with Ame-
rican ships of war, wherein the respective force

was nearly' alike, (for I fhall not notice trie real

difference of strength, it being on the side of the

enemy) viz 2 the Shannon and Chesapeake fri-

gates, and Pelican and Argils sloops ; both were
taken in a style, and in a space of which per-

haps there is no naval precedent. It is a pity

that every thing could not be reduced to arith-

t metical



( 148 )

rrletlcal calculation. For when fuch can be done,

the deception ceases.

To prevent, therefore, Imposition upon the

world, it should be laid down as an invariable

rule in all naval actions, to state the actual num-
ber, size, and description of guns carried on
both sides, with the real number of men on
board at the time, and how many thereof are ra-

ted able seamen ; were this truly done, there

would be an end of gasconade, and an invaria-

ble criterion eftablifhed for afce'rtainirig the real

ftrength of nerves. Indeed no fhip fhculd he
ilited lower than what ffie carries.

A Britifh man of war's crew is compofed of

"4 clafles, viz
k

: able feamen, ordinary feamen,

landsmen, including boys and marines ; if a

fhip has a fourth oi her crew rated able, fhe is

confidered to be well manned, whereas an Arae-

can fhip of war, for their having but few in

number to man, has half her crew or more, regu-

larly bred feamen, By the capture ofthe Pre fi-

dent and Chesaoeake, the real ixate of their force

and equipment will have been difcovered, and

evince more efpecialiy as to the former, her

wonderful over proportion of f6rce to her pre-

tended rate.

It is a fad: that fpeaks volumes to the credit

of our Navy, that in no inftance have our men
of war declined the combat againft equal num-
bers whatfoever the inequality of force, nor fur-

rendered before they were; in a finking ftate ;

where-
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whereas! know -of no cafe where an American

fiiip of war sought for an a&ion, with one of

ours of fuperior force ; but it is upon record

that the redoubtable Commodore Rogers, in the

Prefident, run fixty hours in the North Sea,

from the Alexandria frigate, magnifying her

into a line of battle (hip, and at the commence-
ment of the war, he was fo fhy of the Belvidera,

as to let. her escape, altho' he had fome other A-
merican frigates aftern.

The following has been handed to me as being

a more correct ftatement of the acYion at Lundy's

Lan~, and previous movements, than the abs-

tract thereof given by me, and it being ftated to

be the refult of perfonal obfervation. I give it

in the writer's own words, altho'in detail fome-

what beyond the fpace that I had allotted to

myfelf for this number,

" General Brown retired from Queenfton on
Sunday, the 24th of July, 1814; intelligence

of which reaching the divifion under General
Riall, at the 12 mile Creek, the Glengary light

infantry, and Incorporated Militia only, marched
that night about eleven o'clock, for Lundy's La-
ne, where they arrived next morning about 7
o'clock, in all about 700 men ; the Glengary \s,

commanded by Lieut. Col. Batterfby, the Mili-

tia by Lieut Col, Robinfon, and the whole un-
der Lieut. Col. Pearfon, Infpeding Field Officer.

General Brown, in the courfe of the after-

poonof the 15th, received intelligence of their

weaknefs
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weaknefs, and General Scott with about 1600
jnen, infantry and dragoons, with feveral field

pieces, came out from Chippewa about 6 o'clock

to attack them.

Moft fortunately General Drummond had that

morning landed from York with the 89th regt.

and with that corps, and detachments of the'

Royal Scots and King's regt. drawn from the

iorts, in all about 800 men
;
immediately march-

ed towards Chippewa. The detachment on the

south bank of the River Niagara, consisting of

the 41 ft regt. after capturing the Poft at Lewistcn

was crofted to our own fhore, and returned to

the forts, or remained at Queenfton, the light

company excepted.

The troops from Fort George, after dining at

Queenfton between 4 and 5 in the afternoon,

continued their march with Gen. Drummond
at their head, and had got within hajf a mile of

Lundy's lane, when they received intelligence

that the American army were advancing.—Our
Troops were halted and joined by the lncorpo*

rated Militia, when General Drummond and

itaflf rode in advance to reconnoitre. The Glen-

garies had remained at the Lane ; orders were

immediately fent for our troops to advance, and

the General had barely time to take a pofition

when both his flanks were engaged. Veritas

f 'vs, The unequal conteft was continued brave-

ly for fome time, but being overpowered, the

troops were retreating &ct This would lead to

a
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a belief that at one time we had been beaten, but

which was not the cafe at anyone moment, nor

did we yield them one foot of ground. A little

before dufk the enemy received ftrong reinforce-

ments, when the aftion became genera!, and

though our left was very hard prefied, it never

was overpowered. About 400 of the enemy
made a detour along the river on our leit,

and gained the Niagara road in our rear#

and it was then that they took General Riall and

moft of our prifefaers.

The remainder of our Troops at the 12 mile

creek were ordered to march at 3 that morning,

and were under arms at that hour, but by fome

fatality the order was countermanded, and they

did not move till paft 1 2 o'clock.—Then when
General Riall firft learnt that the enemy were

advancing, he fent an officer to meet Col. Scott

of the 103d, with orders to retire onQueenfton.
This order reached him about 3 miles from the

field a fhort time before the action began, and

before the Colonel received a counter order, he

had made in purfuance of the firft order a retro-

gade movement of nearly 4 miles, fo that it was
paft 9 o'clock before he and his men could come
up, who were then a good deal blown, and
then it was fo dark, that but a partial advantage

of their arrival could be taken.—Thus the action

was chiefly fought by the troops originally enga-

ged."

It would be very fatiffaclory to me, that this

ftatement fhcvtld prove more corred than the
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other ; but I certainly did underftand, and I am
not fingular in fo doirg, that a part of our troops

overpowered by numbers, had at onetime com-
menced a retreat, but moft gallantly renewed

the combat.

I hoped to have clofed the military part ofmy
narrative in this number, but find that I muft

defer it to my next. VERITAS.
Montreal, jth June 1815.

No.
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(NO. X.)

To the Editor of the Montreal Herald

Sir,

Having come to the clofe ofmy narrative of

Sir George's military adminiftration, it only re-

mains to make a fho*t recapitulation with a few-

remarks.

To the unprejudiced it will be evident from
t
1,
e facts adduced, that at the commencement of

the late war, although fo long threatened, he had
adopted no meafure for procuring early ,or indeed

any information upon the fubje£t ; and the

whole of its progrefs was marked by fuch a

deficiency of intelligence as almort on every oc-

cafion to demonftrate, that he was ignorant of
the enemy, and without any plan of operations

other than a difhearting defenfive fyftem, entire-

ly dependent upon tne developement of their

movements, without attempt at circumvention
or counteraction.

That neither Sir George nor his pretended

friends, had any agency in the example which
drew forth the fervices of the militia of the Low-
er Province, or in quelling the difturbances which
were produced by the execution of his own mili-

tia aft.
i That
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That to General Brock's z :al and energy, lefe

as he was without orders, along with other cauf-

es independent of Sir George, the prefervatiori

ofUpper Canadain the firft inftance, and ofLow-
er Canada as a confequencej are mainly to be

afcribed.

That at the beginning of the war we had a

great fuperiority in veflels on Lakes Ontario and

Erie, which the crew of a sloop of war in 1812

would have fecured to us ; but which fuperiority

he allowed by inaction and neglecT: to be wrefV

e J from us by means of the building of veffels

that could have been prevented, and efpecially

by fufFeringthe formation of the naval eftablifh-

ment at Sackett's Harbor, which might have

been deftroyed.

That the lofs of our fleet upon Lake Erie, a-

rofe from sc like negled of the Prefque Ifle eftab-

lifhment, and from a great deficiency in the e-

quipment and crews of our veffels under the com-

mand of Captain Barclay, v/nich it was the du-

ty of Sir George, who then directed both fend-

ces, to have prevented.

That in 1813, when he made an attack upon

Sackett's Harbour, it was, when on the point of

furrender, abandoned in a manner difreputable

to our military character.

That by fome firange fatality, the attempt

was never afterwards renewed, although it was

evident to every man of common underftanding

acquainted
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acquainted with the country,, that the refultof

the war on the fide of Canada, muft depend up-

on the command of the Lakes ; and that fucfi

comma-id could not be maintained, but at an in-

tolerable expence, and then very pf^Carioufly,

unlefs the eftablifhment at Sackett's harbour

could be deftroyed.

That ina&ion and negle£l at the outfet, laid

jthe fopndatiqp of a neceffity for a moft lavifli

expenditure in the progrefs of the war, and efpe-

cially in the lafl ftage of it, to the extent of many
millions fterling, whereby the government and

the nation became, diffatiffied, and finally were

fo completely difappointed fa their expectations

from the very extenfive military and other r~«

fources placed under the direction of Sir George,

as to engender a general wiflb. for peace on al-

jnoft any terms ; and therefore whatfoever

there may be in the conditions of peace,

which arc not what they would or ought

to have been under different circumftances, may
very fairly be afcribed to Jir George's mifman-
agement of thofe refources, and general incapa~

city for the high fituation he held.

That the lofs of our fleet upon Lake Cham-
plain, unqueftionably in part proceeded from a

premature attack by its Commander, Capt, Dow-
nie, and which attack would not have been made
when it was, had he not been urged thereto

;

or even if not urged in exprefs terms, certainly

not without a confidence in a joint attack or co-

T operation
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operation on the part of the army, but no fuch at-

tack or co-operaton took place.

The lofs however of that fleet, mortifying as

it was, is trifling w hen compared with the hu-
miliation refulting .from the fatal expedition to

Plattfburgh, and the d if? race fu! retreat t
; erefrora

without figh tin g ; becaofe bir George thereby

cap a ftain upon our well earned military renown,
which has had a moft pernicious moral effect at

a diftance, viewed as it has been through Ame-
rican mifr^piefentaticn, and consequently exag-

gerated into a military defeat, in (lead of being

confide: ed as it really was, owing to the grofs

fault of the commander alone, indirect oppofi~

fion to the wifhes and feelings of almoft every

officer and foldier in his army.

And what adds to the misfortune, is, that

no reafoning or explanation can ever effectual-

ly eradicate the falle impreffion made by that la-

mentable retreat, in which our gallant troops

* were fuch indignant actors, and which imprefli-

;
on may be the caufe of bringing about another

war upon the part of the United States, at an

earlier period then would have been the cafe, had

the Beet been faved aud the works of Plattfburg

carried.
1

The candid part of the American officers, ri-

di ule Sir George's conduct at Sackett's Harbour
and Plattfburg, although benefiting thereby as

much as we can do^ who are Inch heavy fufferers

therefrom,

I
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I mall only add that the fevere ]ofses fuftalned

by otir troops in the hard fought campaign of

181400 the Niagara line, arofe from the ohfti-

nate neglect oi cir i'eo.rge to furnifh reinforce-

ments to that part cfthe army on the opening of

the navigation, notwiihfianding the manifeft

preparations of the enemy to make their real at-

tack in that quarter.

Moreover I aril informed, that Sir Geoge and
General Sheaffe, when at York in winter 181 2,

were of opinion, (that Upper Canada could not

be defended with |he then means; in which opini-

ion a gentleman i|i high civil fituation there join-

ed ;—fo that it nky be truly faid, both Provin-

ces were preiervej by a kind of miracle in aid

of the exertions ol ethers, in fpite ofthe opinions,

incapacity, and egregirus blunders of the Com-
mander of the forles, and againft his intentions

of evacuating the ountry beyond Kingfton, and
General Sheaffe's wifli for a premature abandon^
xnent of Fort Erie

It was my intention to have given alfo a (ketch
of hir George's ci\i\ adminiftration, but reflect-

ing that it has beeri already fo ably depicted, by
Ke» va, in his admirably written allegory, Ilhall,

for tile prefent not profecute that intention.

VERITAS,

,
Montreal

y ytb June 1815.

FINIS,


