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Introduction.

¢2RIFe A0Q&a KIFNR G2andséwntllA FOF 6 SRYFGOT . BYKX ER
harder toimagine a 33@on vesselon theslipwayand launched into Barfa NXf | (0 A &
harbour. This was helargest vessel built bjohnWatsory she wasa 3masted barquenamed
theW2 2 2 R §330y08sOM) built for local owners in 1857She was 114 feet lorand the
largest vessel ever built at Banff.

Vessels built bylohn Watsonat Banff were known for being wdduilt, then again all
shipbuilders would say the same abdbeir vessels, but not all shipbuilders have built a
vessel that the press reported d#nsinkabl® The58-yearold topsail schoonekl! Y(£4Q
tons) built in 1870by John Watsorfeatured in a film about submarine warfane 1928 and
was sank as a climax to the film, howewsrcording to the reports it took moréhan a
submarine to sink heithey needed dynamite, paffin on her sailsand anavydestroyer!

Insidethis bookyou will find details of the vessabuilt by John Watsonpress articles othe
launcres, andanythingelseinterestingthat | came acrossincluding records of loss where
found. | have noted ports of tradér informationwhere lcan$ I ONR&aa GKSYZX
delvedverydeep into this.

According to theAnnals of Banffin 1867 Banff had 114 vessels registered at the yath an
annual tonnage of 9,180 tons, this gives an average vessel size for the period of 884ons.
you are probably aware Banff Harbour could not accommodate such a fleet, most of these
vessels spent most of their time at sea and many nesemrned totheir place of birthBanff
Harbour.

The vessels built bjohnWatson at Banff Harbour were mostly schoonaanging from a
mere 4 tons and circa 60 feet long to decentsized 330 tons and 114 feet landviost of
these were built for local owners andised for the coastaltrade or trade to the Baltic,
however,somedid venturefurther afield someto the other side of the world

A reportdated 1836 states that 11,000 tonsf general cargavas carried to Londoalone
from Banff chieflygrain, herrings, salmqeured pork and live cattlearriedby ten to twelve
vesself 1,200tons in total (average 100 / 120 tons each)yhe mainimport was coglin
1879,38,82 tonsof coalwas unloadedt Banft

Trade to the Baltic was chiefbarryingbarrels of saklherrings, returning with timber, iron
from Sweden, hemp from Russia, and flax from the Netherlands.

Much of the timberJohn Watsorused for shipbuilding in Banff was transported by sea from
the Baltic, primarily Baltic oalOak was also sourced locally, from England and Ame@eé.
being a hardwood was very good for ship hulls and received a high classification fr f 2 & R



John Watson, ShipbuildeiVhitehills and Banff1830 to 1879. Stanley Bruce 2®BV1

Register of ShippingOther timbers were used including larch and piseurced locally and
from the Balticand Canada

The first vessel built byohn Watsoron the BanffPatent Slip was built speculativeind at
her launch in 1850 was named tH&ephyCby JohnWatson. John Watsorbuilt her hoping

he would find a buyer for her either during her build or at completioHowever, it seems
that John WatsorO2 dzf Ry Qd 3ISd F LINAOS F2NJ KSNE &2
she stranded and becamettal loss at only 2years old.

Thelocal pessoftenreferredl 2 G KS ©@SaasSfta a W/ £ ALLISNI {
the design of the bovand fine lineof the hulkp ¢ KS FANBR(G anife)Bedaynk I S
to be knownwas the 2masted topa I A f & O KS2oish® N (Ri&ténhs)Munchedby
Alexander Hall & CoS$ShipbuildersFootdee, Aberdeen in 183%he was the first vessel to
FR2NY 6KIG 0680FYS (2 08 Thetandippekdeiveddontial 6 S
horse racing phras# D2 A y 3 | (i, telling Bszhatkhesd teaskIOvdiast sailers

According to a press articfeom 1866the Wlayflower(Q182tons)wasabout the 24" vessel
built by John Watsonwhich ties in with my list | have prepared from scratch.

The press reports ow2 Ky 2 lbankrdpifyede quite lengthy, hower they give some
interesting detailsso | have included themn their entirety. Reading theseressarticles,L QY
surprised he never went bankrupt sooner

His sonAlexanderwho worked as higoreman, continued shipbuildingn Banffafter John
Watsonwent bust Alexandertook on thelease of theshipyard at Duffus Hillock, Banifi

1880, but he too was declared bankrugtyears laterin 1884. The Duffus Hillockard was
f20FGSR 2y GKS [2¢ { K2NB 2 LI askginfary, (siice T
O2YyOSNISR G2 TFtrdaz 2y (0KS F2NXYSNI AaAGS 27
(John andWilliam Geddie shipbuildes, built vessels at Duffus Hillock frob865to 1879).

William Geddietook the lease of the Banff harbour shipyard and shpl882, however he

only built four vessels at the harbour, the last one beingtihe-masted schooner th& { @A F i
(71 tons)launched in 1895.

Unfortunately, due to theperiod John Watsoroperated as a shipbuildephotography was
still in its infancy andt the timevery expensiveso there arevery few photographs of the
vessels he built. If anyone has any paintjhg® Rrerygtefulfor ajpegcopy, and with this
being a digital book thegouldeasilybe inserted intaa later edition otthis bod.

Stanley A. BruceBSc I.Eng., |.Mar.Eng MIMargEST.
Former shipbuilder, Hall Russell Ltd\berdeen, 1980 to 1991.
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Ship Classification.

At this period classification symbols used by Lloyds Register of Shipping were as follows:
For the hulk A, &, E & I. (With A being the highest and | the lowest)

For equipment 1 & 2. (With 1 being the highest).

Preceded by th@umber of years that class could be held.

TheWDf Sy @YY Muilt byJohn Watsorhad a symbol of classification given by LRS as
11A1.

Meaning class could be held for-g&ars.

¢KS Kdzff aevyoztf W' Q Aa (GKS KAIKSad Kdz f a
¢KS SljdzA LISyl aevyoz2f WmQ Aa 0KS KAIKSadG S
Most of the vessels built bjohn Watsorwere given a relatively higtlassification by Lloyds
Register of Shippinigr this period.

»X Built Under Special Survey.

At least eight of the vessels built Bphn Watsorwere W. dzA £ & dzy’ RS NJhaskJS O.
surveys were carried out by surveyors employed by Lloyds Register of Shipping from 1853.

In Lloyds Register these vessels were giteensymbol of the Formee or Maltese Crogs .
This signified the highest marine quality.

Anchors and Cables proved at a Public Machine (A&CP)

A&CPfistatedA Y [ RegistdrofShippingaside the ship details, meanslaydQ & & dzNJJ S
haswitnessed these items being tested.

Carvel Construction.

In this method of shipbuilding, the keel is laid, the frame
erected, then the planks fitted to the frames. The planks a
fitted side-by-side and caulked in betweerlhe deck beams
are usuallyfitted after the hull shape is formed, followed by
the decKs)
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Abbreviations.
The following abbreviations are used in this book:
A.B.S. Able Seaman.
GRT Gross Registered Tonnage.
LRS [f28RQa wWSIAAGSNI 2F {KALLAY3ID
OM  Old Measurementwith reference to tonnage.
NGR National Grid Reference,
NM  New Measurementwith reference to tonnage.

NNM New, NewMeasuremenjwith reference to tonnage.

Timdine.
c1806/1808: John Watsorwas born.

1830:John Watsonrcommenced business as a boatbuilder at Whitehdlsd acording to a
press report on his bankruptcy caisel879he was once a fisherman.

¢ ¥/ /7/(.,/}:)'/3,1 ‘U' v

; § 7 Z Faf )
0y PN
)’ g 4 o >
)

1YLl
(s Worles /5

| Coastguard:
Station
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XA a s
tent Slip

Ao &) ¥

N, = K ﬁ

1867/ 1868 map Banff Harbomhbwiﬁg thdoéation 0 fhePa

1836:Thepatentslip was installeth Banff Harbouwith a lifting capacity of 200 tons.

The inventor of the Patent Slip was Thomas MortbdA81 to 182) of Leith, he was a €o
owner of S & H. Morton Shipbuilders and Engineerdde served his time asshipwright like

9
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his fathe, and he worked for his father before starting his own shipbuilding business.
inventionwas designea@nd built in 1818due to his necessity to get vessels out of the water
to carry out shiprepair work. Torepairavesselhe was greasing/ays and pullingt up, this
was a time consuming and dangerous jdihePatent Sip is basically a cradle whighhauled

up powered by a steam engirenda winchwhichhauls the vessel up out of the waten rail
tracks. In 1819ThomasMorton patented his design.

(See my book onJohn Dick shipbuilder, Banff which is free to download on
www.electricscotland.corfor more information on the Patent Slip).

1836, 18 May: The Aberdeen Press and Journal reported as folldwé:K S | LILJIF NJ
completing the new Patent Slip at the Harbour of Banff, arrived there last weeth@mabrk

is going on with all expedition, and will speedily be completed. It is expected that this Paten
Slip will prove a great accommodation to the shipping of the port, as well as to other vessel
FNBIljdz2SYydAy3 GKFGO LINI 2F GKS az2Nleé CANIKCG

The first tenant of the Banff slifacilitywasRobertinnes 1836 to 1837, thedohn Dick1838
to 184Q followedby William Andersonwho held the lease untilanuary 1843.

1837, 26 July:The Aberdeen Press and Journal published the following nofRadent Slip

and Shipbuilding Yard at BanffO BE LET. THE PATENT SLIP and SHIPBUILDING YARD, |
erected at the Harbour of Banff, and as sometime possesskROIROBERT INNES®e to be

let, for such number of years as may be agreed on, with immediate entry. The Slip is capab
of drawing up vessel®f Two Hundred Tonld measurement, and the Yard affords
accommodationfor building a large vessel, with a suitable spaced&positing Vbod, and

also contains a covered SAWT and other convenienceghe whole being enclosed with
Stone Walls, six feet high. DuriagNJ L b bcBupafady, the Slip was in constant operation,
and there being no similar convenience for reipgirships betwixt Aberdeen and Stromness,

a Shipbuilder of enterprise and capital would find it a w&rgible opening. For farther
particulars, apply to JAMES SMITH, Townhouse,.BBafiff, 20 Wdzf € My o T ®¢€

LiQa AYUSNBadGAy3a (2 yadntSp de&rbyihe sk R&erbiuighi v ¢
gl ay Qi ukty184P kotte SpRrators of the Banff Sppior to this datehad a monopoly
onlocalshiprepair work The nearest slips were hivernesgErected ly 1829)and Aberdeen

(Also erected in1836)

1838, 229 August: The Aberdeen Press and Jounmablished the following advertisement:
@hwe¢hbQ{ t! ¢9blhreférénte aparagraphCuhich appeared in the Journal
lately, with regard to the Patent Slip here, I, as Tacksman of the same, am highly gratified witf
the employment | have received from the Shipping interest in this quarter, and | trust my wor}
has proved satisfactoryTheease and safety with which Vessels can now be repaired has only

10
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to be seen. And as to dispatch, it shall be my most earnest study to forward the interests c
my employers. Banff, August 9, 1838.Dickb ¢

1840, 19" July:The Aberdeen Press and Journal reported as follé@lsipbuildingYard, and
Patent Slip. AT THE HARBOUR OF BANFF, TO. BEHEESHIPBUILDINGRD and PATENT
SLIP, at the Harbour of Banff, as presently possessklit bghn Dickare to be let, for such
period as may be agreed on from and after tiéJanuary next.

Besides the necessary recommendation for the Slip, the Yard contains sufficient space f
building a vessel of considerable burden; alssaapit with Loft above, and accommodation
for laying dowrtimber¢ the whole enclosed within substantial stone walls.

The Slip, which was laid down in 1836, is in excellent order, and capable of taking on Vesst
of the burden of 200 tons, O.M. It has hitherto been well employed: and as the number o
vessels belonging to Banff has increased very rapidly of late, ancbstilnues to increase,

and there being no similar convenience for repairing Ships in the Moray Firth, a tenant o
enterprise would find the present opening worthy of his attentid®caled offers will be
received by JAMES SMITH, TGNMUSE, Banff, uniVEDNESDAY th& September next,
when they will be opened in presence of all interested: and, in the meantime, further
particulars may be learned, on application to the said JAMES SMITH.

Banff, @ Julymy n n ® ¢

1840, 16 December:An advertisement in the Aberdeen Press and Journal offered some
shares for sale and amongst them was 2 sharéisaBanff Morton Patent Slip Company

1841, 1T February: The Aberdeen Press and Journal reported foar remarkable
occurrences at Boyndie by Banfdne of these was the launch diige schooner on Saturday
13" Februaryat Blackpots Harbour. This was follonamtMonday evening the 15February
by aWy dzY S NP dza f & whidhiitél pé&edrin WhitéhillsQAt the Ballan elderly
gentleman stated that at the age of fiftedre assisted in planting the wood on the hills of
Boyndie of which theessel was built. Unfortunatelthe article did not state who built the
vessel, who it was built for, or the vessels nham#ihn Watsonwas building vessels at
Whitehills at this date, sé 1 Q& @S N& builtkhis k.2 (0 K I {

1843, B February:The Aberdeen Press and Journal reported as folléws:k Yy FF t | (0 Sy
Let, AND SHIPPING MATERIALS FOR SALE. The whole shipbuilding materials belonging
trustees of Wm. Anderson, Teamt of the Banff Patent Slip, wilke sold, by Public Rougnd
without reserve, on Tuesda$ February next; the Sale to begin at noon. They consist of Baltic
Framing Oak Timbesided; Scots Oak; PiRknk; Tar; Pitch; Resin; Varnish; Dantzic Treenails
etc. Also, an excellent Bogie and a BoAt the same time, the SLIP and YARD will Herlet

the current year, ending™ January 1844, andf suitable Rent is given, the terms will be

11
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prolonged for other four years, with liberty to the Tennant to quit at the expiry of any one
@8SINE 2y 3IAAGAYI EAAE Y2YyGKaAQ y20A0S Ay & NK
distance, it is almost sure to be occupied with numerous repaws,saldomcan a more
promising opportunity offer, for an active, well qualified shipbuilder, possessed of moderate
capital, especially in the present dull state of trade. The slip is capable of receiving thre
+S5aasta 4G 2y0Sodé

1844 to 18481 could not find vino had the lease of BanRatent Sip and shipyardat this
period, however as follows, shipepair was being carried ouBy 184, the Banffa 2 NIl 2 y Q
Slip Companyccording to the advertisement belowere charging for temporarets of the

slip for ship repair work.

1845 19" February:The Shipping and Mercantile Gazette reportedt the WWS | y  ¢f A y O
Sutherland, which had suffered damage in Macduff Harbow recent galevas put on the
Banff Patent Slip for repair$She had several of her bottom planks taken out andaelked.

\f PATIENT SLIP.

’l‘"l*l BANFF MORTON'S SLIIP COMPANY
having resumed posscssion of their Slip and Yard,
will Let the same Temporarily to PPersons wishing to
Clean or Kepair Vesscls, at the fullowing Rates of
Ducs: —
First Day—21, per Register Ton,
Next Fourteen Days— 1, per do,
Every Lawtul Day thereafiee—§1, per dn,
The charge in no case to be less than 10s. 6d.
in whole,
The Slip takes up Vesscls not exceeding Two Hun-
dred Tons o.x.
The conditions will be shown by Jaurs Swirn,
Clerk to the Company, with whum Vesscls may by
Entered fur the Slip

Baxrr, June 19, 1348, |
Advertisement in th&anffshire Journalluesday 27 June 1848

l

PATENT SLIP. SHIP-BUILDING.

'l‘”l'. SUBSCRIBER begs to intimate that he has
taken the PATENT SLIP at the Banff Har-

hour, where he intends carrying on SHIP-BUILD-
ING, and that he is ready to take on Vessels for
Repairs,

JOUN WATSON.

Basrr, Nov. 22, 1848,

Banffshire JournalTuesday 28 November 1848

12
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1848, 28" November: The Banffshire Journal reported as followsChw {! [ 9% . |
BARGAIN, FINE SCHOONER, 54 Tons N.M., at present building at Blackpots, by Banff.
particulars, apply tovir John Watson Shipbuilder, Banff.

The above schooneseems to be théV | S Isdhdded in 1849, and bought by Mr Bartlett,
brewer, Banff.

1848 November. John Watsorestablished himself as a shipbuilder at Bamfhen he took
the lease of théharbourshipyard and patent sliand in early 1849 ceased building vessels at
Whitehills During his firstwo years atBanff,he worked solely on shipepair work. His first
vessel built at Banff was therlasted schooneW %2 S LJK @8 haks)launched 36 July 1850.

1848, 12" January The Aberdeen Press and Journal published the following advertisement for
the sale of the schoon@earkbf Inverness:

v

Schooner for Sale.
There will be sold, by publie roup. at on FripAY the
14th curt., at 1 o’clock, rP.M.,

'I‘IIE Schooner “P EA RL,” of Inverness,
nearly 6 Keels, with all her S'l ORES; was
built at Speymonth, of natural Fir and l::;rch,
Sand about seven years old; has been f.";*,‘ out
at great expense; her Materials are of the be;t.~

quality.
. The vessel ln:a,v be seen on the Blip] where she now
11‘38, and where the sale will take place.

10th January, 1848.
LGQa AYyUuUSNBadAy3a (2 y244S GKI G LlAKSE gilI6in DS
Watsonhad done someepairwork on her prior to the saleor at least had an inspection of
her hullcarried out

1849, 4" September:The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiser reported as follows:
BANFF HARBOURWEe are glad to notice that for a very long period the patent slip at the
harbour, rented byr John Watson has been in active requisition. At PreddniWatsonis
building on speculation, a very fine oak schooner, of 80 or 9bt&efifheschooner was later
named theW %2 S L{KOB fud3).

1850, 18 June:TheBanffshire Journal and General Advertiser reported as foll6BANFF
HARBOUR Morton's patent slip at the harbour has been aglnfor lease of seven years
to the former tenantMr John Watso@ & KA LJ0 dzA f RS NI €

13



John Watson, ShipbuildeiVhitehills and Banff1830 to 1879. Stanley Bruce 2®BV1

—— e PR — R . e cste A 8 S

Twe SHARES of MORTON'S PATENT BLIF at
‘HanrBonnR] \

Further partictlars may be learned on applicationto Aw-
praw M*Ewey, Esq., Bank Ageut in Banff] Trustee; or to
Georar BaNsERMAYN, Solicitor there, |

lanff] 3d March, 1851, |

£ e —————— \

Advertisement for the sale of tweharesin the Morion Patéﬁf Slip 1aBan'ff Harbour
(Aberdeen Heraldl 5" March 185).

1853, §' DecemberThe Banffshire Journal reported as follodRATENTBLIP AT HARBOUR

A suggestion of some alterations on the rails of the Patent Slip at the harbour was submittec
by Mr Watson, superintendent of harbour works. The alterations were submitted with a view
to making the slip competent to receive larger ships than at preddniWatsonstated that

it could only take on ships of 200 tons, and he thimbwgth laying out a comparatively trifling
expensean carrying out the suggested alterations, they would be enabled to receive ships of
400 or 500 tons.Mr McEwen said that th&atent Slip had not proved a very remunerative
speculation for the shareholders; but he thought if the proposed improvements could be
carried out at a moderate expense, there might yet be some prospect of more liberal dividend
in future. Mr Scott said he was of opinion that nothing more than taking an estimate of the
probable expense could be douetil a meeting of the shareholders was calledorder to
ascertain whether or not they would give their assent toltd8B & Sy & LINR LJ2 & | f
observation seemed to megeneral approval, and it was rerted to Mr Watsonto prepare

I adFGSYSyld 2F GKS LINRolo6fS SELSyasS 2F (K

1857, 23 June:The Banffshire Journal published an advertisenfienthe sale of two shares
of the BANFF PATENT SLIPCOMPANY LJLJ & G2 aNJ / 2dzidaz {2f A

1857, F' DecemberThe Banffshire Journal and General Advertisported as followsdTHE
Wht!l 9[ L! Q The@h LIK §ifClieddr(xhe same position alongside the Macduff pier.

It is supposed that she may be got off with comparatively little damage, and we may add that
Mr Watson, shipbuilder, has engaged for a certain sum to take her across to the slip at Banfi
KFNb2dzZNE YR KIFIR YSYy SYLX 2SR 2y KSNJ I ff
1859:TheBanff, Portsoy and Strathisla Railweame to BanfHarbour

1859, 28 Juney ¢ KS . FYyFFTaAKANBE W2dz2NY It |y RBANBR S NI
WOOD TRADIE.The spirit with which our Banff Sawmill Company are going into this trade
deserves a passing notice. In Banff harbour there are at present no fewer thalofaiggian

ships with wood for the Company, making the total quantity which has been landed for them
during what has been landed for them during what has passed of the season, nine cargoe:

14



John Watson, ShipbuildeiVhitehills and Banff1830 to 1879. Stanley Bruce 2®BV1

Besides the men temporarily employed in unloading these ships, there are at present ten t
twelve required in connection with the mills,awaws being at work regularly; while for a
considerable part of the seaspthe work has continued from five in the morning till eight at
night. The Company deserve support from the town and neighbourhood, at least, for the
employment they give to the working people, not to speak of the increase of shore dues fron
their importations, and it is likely they deserve athe support of the public generally, else
GKSe ¢g2ddZ R y20 06S Tl @2dz2NBR gAOK &2 I NBS
The sawmill at Banflarbour was very busy at this perigehrt of their work would have been
cutting wood forJohn Watsonwho at this period was building a large vessél196 tons
N.N.M.which| believewasthe brigPt SNE SNIISNI yOS Q@

1860, 17 April: The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiser reported as follows:
a¢w! azl! ¢ h ¢ I1TBe Cormmitteehappeidied by the Council to act along with a
Committee of the Harbour Trustees, with reference to the harbour, reported that they had to
recommend the Council to approve of the proposal to take a portion of the ground held by the
Slip Company, no reduction being made in the rent paid by the Slip Company, and n
responsibility attaching to the Council, the ground being on the same terromasliy ¢ that

is, that the Town Council may resume possession at any time, on paying the value of the worl
fFAR R2gy ®¢

1860, AugustA Lifeboatwassentto Banff and subsequently a Lifeboat House was built at
Banff Harbour. (See my bookitled W. | ahd Macduff Lifeboat, The Early Years, 1860 to
MYy T, fre@to downloadon www.electricscotland.corfor more informatior).

1860, 229 May: The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiseported as follows:
a¢cw! azl | Cwha .!bCC w!L[2!  .{The Bdnfh Harbduh ¢
Trustees, at a meeting on Saturday last, accepted the offer of Mbiim, railway cotractor,

for the formation of the tramway from the Banff station thie Strathisla Railway along the

old north quay of the harbour. The sum for whHi¢éhThurburn offers to do the work is £205
11s. 3d. The Trustees, in addition to tlhiave to supply the rails, which it is understood will
cost about £90 The money required for the work will thus be £295 1d.swhich is very near

the estimate made upy Mr Keir, C.E., who made the plan of the tramMaly €

1865, 2% February:The Inverness Courier reported as follosa ! b 5wh2 b95 | ¢
¢ Mr Walker, of the Royal Oak Hotel, Banffas drowned in the harbour there on Tuesday
evening week, his body having been found by some workmen afithen Wednesday
morning. Mr Walker was in the habit of taking a walk at night along the harbour side, and
the night in question being dark, it is conjectured that he had accidentally fallen into the water.
The tide beindpack, he must have been so stunned by the fall (alighting most bipba his
head) that he was unable to call for assistance, and so had perished. Mr Wakkerkind
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and genial landlord and an obliging neighbour. He leaves a wife and family to lament his
dzy 6 AYSt & SyR®E

1866, 17" July:John Watsonshipbuilderwas appointed to the local committee of the Royal
National Lifeboat Associatiothe Earl of Fife was +&lected as president.

1867:TheBanffand MacduffA F S0 2 1 K2dzaS ¢l a Y2@SR (2 0l

1868, 3% November:BanffshireJournal and General Advertiser reported as follod&BANFF
TOWN COUNCIE A meeting of the Town Council was held in @amurthouse Banff, on
Saturday forenoon. Provost Wood occupied the chair, and there were preditlie
AdamsonCouncilorss. W. Murray, John Forbes, and Alexander Watson. A statement to be
submitted to the Head Court was submitted and approved. An application was realfifrom
Watson, shipbuilder, requesting to have possession of the piece of ground on which-the life
boat house famerly stood, to use a as a shipbuilding yard. The Provost, Baillie Adamson
Councilor®Vatson and Murray were appointed to enquire and report as to the terms on which
GKS 3INRdzyR aK2dZ R 06S 3IAGSYy d¢

The new Banff and Macduff lifeboat house was built at the east side of Banff Bridge in 1877
using stones from the Banff Harbour building which was taken down. The exact location of
the lifeboat house at Banff Harbour is unknown, however according talloge it must have
been near thepatentslip.

The 1868 map shows railway lines from BadilwayStation leading down to the harbour

on the pier adjacet to the north side of the Patent Slip.

1868, 17 November:The following advertisement for ldew Vessel Building, FOR SABE
published in theBanffshireJournal and General Advertisérhis vesseklas built speculatively
andis probably the¥ C 2 NJalinhded23" February 1869.

POR SALE AT BANTP EARBOUR. |
E NEW VESSEL BUILDING. Length

o'erD.cn h of'l?:l.dv “c{:“‘ nw ‘l'onl.(‘.

‘;';‘“6{.., ven Years. be ready for Seain s
Month. Apply to J. WATSO}
| November 2, 18688,

1872: It is interesting to note thathe Lloyds Surveyor in Bard#t this datewas Alexander
Linton, father ofHercules Lintorwho was thedesigner of the3-masted clipper shipV/ dzd G &
{ I NFB3ADNs). (Hercules Lintorborn at Inverbervieserved his apprenticeship Atexander

Hall & Co.Shipbuilders, Footdee, Aberdeen).
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1874, & November:The Banffshire Reporter reported as followis: ! bcSBIPBUILDING

¢ Shipbuilding appears to be fast becoming one of the chief industries of Banfie§hes.
Geddiehave but recently launched a fine vessel for Macduff owners Mesbsrs.Watson

have one well advanced, and théa | & G bf2hg fo&one of thefinest vesels they

have ever built, - on the slip, undergoing a thorougtenovation. Mr Watson, senior,
complains much that his business is restricted for want of r@m certainlyhis yard though
otherwise very convenientioes appear to be a little hampered. He is to lay down a new vessel
on the slip as soon as théa I @ Ci§ &f@&IMdYht lay down several others did space
permit. While the business is this prosperous at Banff, we observe that it is so slack on th
Clyde and at Sunderland that a reduction of 15 percenthe wage of the hands has been
spoke of, if it has not actually been made. pheg is that no capable shipbuilder has located
himself at Portsoy, whedle YL S &F NR NR2Y YAIKG 6S F2dzy R

It seems to my mindnyselfbeing used to working in an Aberdeen shipyard of 13 a¢hed
the Banff Harbour yard was indeed incredibly sm&uilding a ship takes a lot of planning
and organizinghe delivery andstorage of materials. Of courseessels were less complicated
back then but space wouldstill have been needetb store materials, perhaps the sawmill
conveniently situated next do@tored and cut most of the timber.

1876, 1% November: The Aberdeen Press and Jourmaported as followsGELECTION OF
HARBOUR TRUSTEEShe annual election of trustees for the Banff Harbour concluded on
Thursday afternog | 0 F2dzNJ 2 QOf 201 @ ¢tKS StSOGAz2Y
havingbeer5f SOGSR 2y 2 SRYSaRI &3 | yR \VérkKiitle iateidstR S N
is taken in the election, and, generally, oalyery few votes are recorded. The mode adopted
in voting is that each person entitled to vote giirea signed list to the persons voted for. The
Robert Morrison, merchanGeorge Shearer, clothier, ahahn Watson, shipbuilderThe only
change is the election Mr Watsonin place of Mt Sy NB a dzy NP ¢ ¢ KS NI

were Messs. George Reid and Wm. Watson, merchant, the former trustees.

1877, 3¢' January: The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiser reported as follows:
OACCIDENT AT BANERON the forenoon of Tuesdathe trunk of a large tree was being
drawn by a horsand buggy through the town of Banff to the shipbuilding yard at the harbour.
The men in charge attempted to allow the vehicle to run down the declivity at Collie Road tc
Low Streetand they proved unable to control its course. The log was passing swiftly in the
direction of the house next the Fife Arms Hotel. Its course was, howeesedah the
opposite direction, but the log came violently against the railing in front of the Court House.
The iron railing and one half of the gate were broken, and the dwarf wall upon which the
railing is fixed was knocked down. The injury extendeabbut five yards of the wall and
railing. The noise of the collision and overthrow of the wall and railing caused some alarm

17



John Watson, ShipbuildeiVhitehills and Banff1830 to 1879. Stanley Bruce 2®BV1

Two men in charge of the load were in the employmanMessrs.John Watson & Son,
shipbuilders. Meases wereatoncé I { Sy F2NJ KI @Ay 3 GKS RIF Yl 2

The following articlegive us a lot of information aboutohn Watsonshipbuilder,regarding
losses on vessele built, etc.

1879, 12 April: TheAberdeen Press and Jourmaported as followsd . ! bCC . ! bYw
COURT. EXAMINATION OF JOHN WATSON, SHIPBUILDER. Johshightsloer, Banff,

was examined in the Banff Bankruptcy Court, on Thursday, before Sheriff Watson i
bankruptcy. There were present, Mr Alex. Duncan, trustee; Mr Morrison, soli#off,
agent for the trustee; Mr Watt, solicitpBanff forMessrsMcConnachie & Ironside, creditors;
and Mr Hossack, solicitor, for the bankrufthe Bankrupt, having been sworn and examined
by Mr Morrison¢ | am 71 years of agel am marrid. | began business ashmatbuilderin
Whitehills in 1830, andias in business there for 18 yeatfiad a capital of £30 or £40. | also
dealt in coals, and went to the herring fishing during that perib8uilt three ships while in
business at Whitehills. My businegas profitable at Whitehills. | left Whitehills 1848 and
came to Banff for the purpose of carrying on the trade of shipbuiltdkad a capital of £632.

| also sold property in Whitehills for £100, which | added to my capital, making it in all £732.
During the first two years that | was in Banff my business consisted principally of repairing olc
ships. | was doing very wetlthat trade. The first ship | built in Banff was tH&2 S LIKh&ENI
was 106 tons burden. | did not get her sold before putting her to sea. The total value of the
vessel was £1,600. | got my friends to take half of the vessel and | retained thdather
myself. Twelve months after, the vessel was lost. ElB3D upon her, the vessel not being
insured save to the extent of £100had no advances ahat time from any of the banks. |
continued to work at repairs on a small scale, which was profitable. | also after a time resume:
building new ships. | built a vessel called4he 2 2 R @ Xkoft&€, and lost by her, but by
how much | cannot say. It was at any rate £100. This was the year that the Russian war brol
out in the Crimea, and aftdrcortracted there was a risi the price of timber, to the extent

of 67 per foot. After this | continued to repair old ships, and to build new ones when | go
contracts. | made fair average profits. | built a vessel calle®theS NE S @S iioWirO S Q
account. The vessel lay on the stocks 15 months before | got her sold. | lost about £200 up
that ship. | had to raise money on a bill, and in consequence of it falling due before the shi
was sold, | had to dispose of her at a low figufdis wasabout eight years after | came to
Banff, and two years after | built tH€2 2 2 R.0 SoghSifier this | became acquainted with
the late Mr Calder, Forres, and built seven ships for him alone. | got payment fashgpch
installments. What were your average yearly profits up to 181@timate them from £80

to £120, but one year | made £200. This did not include my household expenditure, whic
would be about £65 a year. In 1870, | estimated | would havewegh £1,300. That was
made up as folls: = In bank, £200; house property, £600; siackade, £300; shipping,
£200¢ total, £1,300. In that year | built a vessel called$e 3y S& a PShOHANR 2 Y
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registered tonnage of 1260f that vessel my sain-law George Steele had a half; my son

law Captain Storm had orsighth; my sorAlex. Watsonone-eighth; my son George Watson
one-eighth, and | had oneighth myself. She cost £1,150, hull and spars only. That vessel wa:s
paid by a bill for £700 granted by the owners. The balance was paid out of the proceeds of
former vessel named th& C 2 NJwhNRE®longed to the same owners in the following
proportions:- George Steele, or®alf; Robert Storm, oneighth; Alex. Watsonone-eighth;
James and George Watson, esighth between them; and myself oeghth. George

2 Gaz2yQa aKIEANTS 32 B eaipBNIga yodimself and his brother James,
though it did not appear in the register, George Steele retired the bill for £100 in Macduff out
of the proceeds of the ships. Steele also, as managing owner, provided the sails and ancho
These were gid out of the ships earnings. | sold my share offHe3Iy S& a $om® 2 NJ
time afterwardsto my brother James Watson, Whitdls, for £190. | got cash. The date of
the sale was 28Februaryl872. Te castwas paid at different times| applied the money to

my business. | got no money from my brother previous to the above date. The sale at firs
was in security, but it was an out and out sale after. | now explain that when the bill of sale
was granted | got the sum as a loan, dten | found that could not repay my brother it was
agreed that the sale would be an out and out one, and the money was paid on 'the 28
February 1872. This bill ceased to be a security &n\V8ich 1877. The said vessel was
profitable till 1875. The dividends between 1872 and 1875 went to reduce the bill at the bank
and to pay insurance. Upto 1875l examihed R aA I3y SR (KS &KALIQA ¢
managing owner, and was present at the meetings of the owners. After 1875, and up to the
present time, there has been a loss of0BD on theW! 3y Sa aQhn BZINBUt\A
vessel called the? Cf 2 ¢ S NJ whigh wasl1983n3 urden. The contract price of the hull
and spars was £100. The original owners of th¢ Ct 2 ¢ S NIwéeFmy sdrindawiJahn
Masson), who had onreighth; my son Alex. Watsor), who, | think, had onreighth; and my
cousin (Henry WatsoWVhitehills), who 1 think, had two sixteenthdly sonin-law, George
Steele, and George Ritchie, shipbuilder, had also shares, but | cannot say how haahgn
eighth myself | cannotell whether Henry Munro had a share. | had nothing to do with the
ropes, sails, and anchors of the ship. | have no share of the vessel now. | sold it on the sal
date that | sold my sharef theW! 3y S & a tb mpEathE 2ayh€s Watson, Whitehills

for £19Q which | got some time before 2&ebruaryl872. Theransaction was intendeds

a security, and it became an eanhd-out sale on the 20March1877. On that date the bill of
sale was registered in the Custdthouse, Banfland | was present. | cannot say if | was then
solvent My brother James got thdividendsfrom the date of the bills of sale down to 1877,
and since, and it was my brother who suggested that the bills of sale should be recordec
Showncashbook deponesg That does not contain all my transactions, but it contains
everything in connection with my trade. The money | got from my brother for the two ships
previously spoken about is not enteredhe said book | was paid in cash for tH¢ Ct 2 & S NJ
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. I y. 7 Bufk a ship named th¢ W2 Ky Qnl187% & 920 tons burderiThe price of the
vessel was £3,400 for everything, including hull, sails, ropes and spars. | tesighbinef

that ship myselfwhich | still hold. Eighteen siXtyurths were registered originally in my
name, but of these, six belonged to my son James, and four to my son awidom |
transferred them. Of the price of the ship, £1,800 was paid by bill, and the balance was pai
in cash. | was the drawer of the bill. The acceptors were George, 3fegléWatson, John
Watson and James Watson. That bill has been renewed from time to time, and part of it is
still current. | think the bill has been reduced to £300. The parties now on the bill are onl
myself, as drawer: Gege Steeleand my sonAlexander Watsonas acceptors. The bill is at
the North of Scotland Bankjacduff. Interrogated; You estimate yourself worth £1,300 in
1870, and your state of affairs shows a deficiency of £1,853, or a total loss since 1870 c
£3,153. How do yoexplain these losseg? estimate my loss (1)y the difference in trade,

and the rise of wages; (2) the rise on timber; (3) too much rent for the slip; also my own keer
insurance premiumsn property, and interest for advances during the last three or four years.

| have never made any large losses since 1870. | lost some small accounts, amounting frc
£20 to £30. | cannot tell what | was worth in 1871, or in any one year since; bde lahass
every year since 1870. | first discovered that | was insolvent about three years ago. It ma
have been less than three years since | made the discovergde up a trial balanesheet,

and, after deducting the value of my property, | founcs$ about 300 short. | did not preserve
aFAR olFlflyOS aKSSuo hy GKS Y2GA2y 27F aNJ

1879, 149" April: TheAberdeen Press and Jourmaported as followséBANFF BANKRUPTCY
COURT CONTINUED EXAMINATION OF JOHN WATSON, SHIPBTHER&RmMinationn
bankruptcy ofJohn Watson shipbuilder in Banff, was continued yesterday in the Banff
Courthouse in presence of Sherriff Watson. There were pred&mnibuncan, banker, trustee

on theestate; Mr Morrison, solicitorBanff, agent for the trustee; Mr Alex. Watt, solicitor,
Banff forMessrs.McConnachie & Ironside, creditors; and Mr G. M. Hossack, solicitor, Banff
for the bankrupt. The Bankrugtaving been sworn, deponed wish to explain that, when |

said that | first discovered | was insolvent three years hgbould have saithat | made that
discovery in 1873Sincethat time, | have been losing money every ye&y Mr Watt¢ My

sons aréAlexander and George, both ship carpenters in Baaffies, shipping clerk, London;
John, clerk. Leek, Staffordshire; and David Findlay Watsmnmerciakravelerin London,
whoseaddress | cannot now tell, but will furnish to my trusteddy sondgn-law are Robert
Storm, master of the shig W2 Ky  2Geadrge Siédlke, baker, Banff; and John Masson,
master of the C | A QBByAsghRAlexander owns eight shares ofghe 3y Sa a;dourD 2 N.
shares of theW W2 Ky  2andi1B Zha@sTof th&? C I A N HeWR © ® Nlitaih IyaRr Q
speaking of is the second vessel of that name. My son Alexander had eight shares of tt
former one. My son James owns eight shares ofthe3 Yy S & a,d@ndied shiwes pfdhe
WW2 Ky 2 Mylséria-lDSteele had 32 sharesof thel Ay S & a,@andR2dfitRe2 y O
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WW2 Ky 2He beld 2ightshares of theC 2 NJMyNdRifIedw Robert Storm holds eight
shares of thél! Iy S & a,dndBif MRS i W2 Ky 2 Helhéldeigte shares

of the Q C 2 NB MW\derh-law Masson holds 12 shares of theC | A Nand hgliR €xght
shares of thel C 2 NJ | oNde Qeldl eight shares of each of e Iy S & a @ ¢ IKZSNJ
Cft 2 6 SNJ ahdtheWWZ K¥ Q2Myshardsypfa¥! 3y S & adand he! R 26 S
2T . weyetranslerredas | have alreadstatedto my brother James, and the eight shares

of theW2 Ky 2 stilliidr@yyh&ne form all the shipping that | ever possessed. Although |
ownedonly eight shares of th¢# W2 Ky  21B wedieZegiStered in my nam&ix belonged

to my son James, which were transferred to amd four to my son David, which also were
transferred to is name. | never had any share of $h€ | A Nd#hith/ViRas last built.
Interrogated¢ Shown a copy of the register $fC 2 NJand\aRkad if the 16 shares of that
vessel registered in his name belonged to:hifhey must have been minenen they are
there. As far as | carcollectthey continued to be mine down to the date when the ship was
lost in August 1869. | did not sell any of thelsares so far as | remember. Imtagated¢ Did

you give awayny of these sharde anyone for nothing? No. Did you ever sell any of these
shares privately@ No. That being so, and as no sale or transfer of said shares appears in the
AKALIQAa NBIAAGSNE IINB é2dz aldAa¥TASR (KL
privately?¢ | must be satisfied, or else they would have been in the Ctidtmme books. |

built the W C 2 NJimlyslliRufder contractThe parties to the contract were myself as seller,
and my sormAlexander and my sordn-law Storm and Steele, who werativmyself to be
owners. The contract was not made in writing. | cannowtk#re it was made, or anything
particular in connection with the making of it. Storm was wanting a ship. | was ordered to
build a ship, but whethdrfixed a price, or whether | was to charge what | liked when she was
finished, | cannot telll cannot tell whether the new contract was for the hull and spars only
or for theship complete and ready for sea. The ship was built and los6By 48d was 150

tons register. In exaining my cash book | am able to see that$€ 2 NJedstNRaEDQand

that | furnished the vessel complete for that suhwas paid by the cowners for the vessel

in two instalments. | was paid by a bill for £1,000, and by cash £600. The bl iz
owners of the vessel to me. | discounted therbithe North of Scotland B&nn Macduff. |

did not keep an ordinary bank account there. My reasons for discounting in Macduff was thar
my coowners kept their bank account theré.point out in my cashook an entry of said
£1,006 dzy RSNJ RIS amycd> CSo NHzZNE [HER [0ye2 (f
showing the discount paid by me was £50 8s 3d, and that | paid into my ordinary bank accour
in Banff £950 on said date. The balancehef price of thal C 2 NJ£600Rv@s paid out of

the price of the first C I A NIHatv&sSel was sold to Mr William Paterson, Wanford, for
£632. | was managing owner of the fil8iIC I A NBfdrefte ale. In that capacity | kept an
account ofthe receipts and disbursements of the vessel from the time she was built until she
was sold. That book is in my drawer in my office locked up. My trustee applied to me to delive
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up all the books and papers, and | gave him all in connection with my business. | did not gi\
up the book because I did not think it had anything to do with my busibesswill now give

it up. It was as managing owner that | received the price of theWigt: A Nahd | EpgplRdE
£600 of it to myself as payment of the balance of the poicthe W C 2 NJ Inté&tiRgatexc
Seeing that theW C I A Ndzlangeld @ six owners in certain proportions, and that the
W C 2 NIbéldige@to four owners is diffent proportions (for example Mr Steele héll
shares of thé? C | A Nuile efhé€ld 32 of the C 2 NJj hoMdRdYou come to take part of

the priceW C I A NdpaWH&RIDf the price of the C 2 NB d EMdRyGne who had a share of
the WC I A NadAhig Br@ortiortaken and put on thél C 2 NJ DitNWRilllam Storm, who
owned eight shares of the firftC | A NahdGe&@e Watson, who also owned eight shares
of the vesselreceive their proportions of the priceWilliam Storm, | think, sold his shares to
George Steele before the sale to Mr Paterson, and the shares of my sons George and Jar
really belonged to them, and the proportion of the pticereofwas put into the next vessel.

Mr Steele just paid the proportion he got of the price of Yh€ | A NInterogaRedy Mr

{ 0SSt S Qo of HINRitaIDINTE LT | A No#irfg§1580and the proportiowhich he had

to pay of the £600being £300, whence came the difference of £142 Mr Steele paid? Did he
pay by chequer by bill?¢ He paid in cash, but whether in cash or in bank notes | cannot tell.
The balance of the price of teC I A Nsénat ¢rédiled in my cash book. The £200 credited
in the bank book dated®March must be part of the balance. | must have used the balance
to pay accounts. | cannot show the disposal of the balance, in the meantime, from my cas
book or my bank book. When the £1,000 bill came to maturity it was paid by Steele, the
managing ownet.from the proceeds of the vessel after shes\wsst. She was insured, but |
cannot tell for how much Steele recovered the insurance. It was more than £1,000. | think
the insurance was for £1,500. | did not get from Stegjeproportion of the £500. | never
askedit. He putitontothid! 3y Sa a ThePERRIFFARNEINQA AY { 0SS
There was no contract for the! I3y S a a & judd éhaigea fgr eheéhull and spars what |
thought right. The ropes and sails of that vessel were supplied by Henry Munro, Banff. Th
anchors and chains | bought from Lumsden & Co., Sunderland, but Mr &tekefer these
YR F2NJ GKS NRLISE |yR al Af patbythe BP0 bl lbedoyeS &
referredto; partly by the £500 balance of théC 2 NXahd\iRtkie®arnings of the vessel from
which the £700 bill was also paid, so that, with the exception of the £500 out ¥fth2 NJ | NJ
she has all been paid oot her own profits. As George Watson had no share d#tie2 N3 | NJ
of the proceeds of which vessel £500 waglied to pay theV! Iy Sa aqaf wbighNR 2
George had eight shares, how did he pay his propodidhe £500- My son James paid to

YS KA& ONRBUOKSNI DS2NHSQa LINRPLRNIA2Y 2F (K
paymentin my cash bogkbut it is included in the following entry therein, via: m y cFeb.
21.cD® {GSStSS Mpondé . S8Ay3 &a1SR G2 SELX I
a payment by the sem-law George Steele, deponeg now say that my son James did not
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pay me. He paid Steele, who paid me. Interrogqtédu have already deponed that the price

of the hull and spars of ti¢! Ay S & a was P12150Bf f/hyich you received £70 bill,

and the balance of £450 out of the proceedshe W C 2 NJ¥dods R&FB50 credit included

the £450 balancecg Yes; and also the said sum received from my son, but | cannot explain the
difference. Intelogated¢ Seeing that thél C 2 NJavhshili @st tillAugust1869, and that

the proceeds of her insuranceuld not have been recovered until after that date, how could
you have received from Steele £550 ofi Rébruaryl 869, out of said such proceedsPnow
explainthat the entry of £550 above quoted is part of the price of4hé 2 NJanhd\iBt @
theW! 3y Sa aQibor Bo2sNtielyde the money paid to me by my son. | cannot find in
my cash book at all the entry of the payment of said sum by my son James. | cannot rememb
the date on whicH got the sm, but | will search the cash book, and if | find an entry | will
pointit out to my trustee. Interrogated and ask&mpoint out from his cash book the credit

of the £700 bill, less discount, and the £450, making together the price of the hull and spars c
theW! I3y Sa aRrg D@EheeRI Paint out two entries as follows, vizd M y Juner2h,

new ship£400; July %> Yy Sg AKALIE Mnnndé L 324 G4KSas$s
in my cash book of the receipttbe balance of said price. | got these two sumgaasof the

price. | can givao explanation why the balance of said price is not entered in my cash book,
but | am quite surégot the money, and that | applied it in payment of my debts. The original
value of theW! 3y S & a was betwedh Z£3/600 and £1,700. Steele kept a book of the
AKALIQAa NBOSALIIA YR RA aoOpdEfensleyas Bult. Thikwa® K
at a meeting of owners. There was no meeting until that time, by which time the vessel hac
been fully paid up from her own earnings. | believe that all renewals of Gtelflf were also
discounted in the North of Scotland Bank in Macduff. | think there were annual mdetldgs
after the first one, which | attended on behalf of my brother James, who was not personally
present. | got the dividends in 1874 and 1875. There has been no dividend since 1875. |
notky 26 K& az2YS 2F {0SStSQa akKlINBa ¢SNBE
KAYO® ¢KS NBIFazy o¢®Re3IWs & Sad @aidoagiaiipgEgsteredtin G |
W2 Ky 2 Inande 2vgs@hat my son James was in the Cusdtimuseand could not hold
shares, but when he left the Custdtiouse they were transferred to him. The sum of £190
which | got on loan from my brother James | think he paadat different times prior to the
date of the transfer. | applied to my said brother for assistanceusecahad difficulty in
meeting claims which were made upon me. | thought myself solvent at that time. | had
LINBJA2dzaté O02NNRSSR FTNRY /laarasQa GNMzadS
security ofmy house in North Castle Street, Bamfhich is credited in my bank account in
1870. At the time | borrowed from my brothiehad no property on which | could borrow
except my shipping. My bank account was then on the right side. | think my brother paid m
by money, not by chequeTlhere is no recd in my books of a receipt of the money. | gave my
brother receipts at or about the time | got the mondyannot tell why the bill of sale was not
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executed athe date of the last paymentMy brother gave me a back letter telling me the
nature of the transaction. He did not aslill fromme. Itwagd y Y & doptiBniafkabyNI) a
time to register the transfer and make himself owner or give back the transfer. | cannot say
whether any call has been made Ihetowners sinc&875. Though fronthat year she has
sunk £1,000. | do not know if Steele kept a separate bank account fritié@y S& a ® D
L (y2¢ y20KAYy3I LI NIAOdzE  NJ F 62dzi Y& oNBUGKS
reasonto me. At the time of my sequestration my brother was under no obligation to
retransfer the shares to me. There was no written contract fott@f 2 4 S NJ Zhe . |
ropes and sails were furnished by Henry Munro. MyAdexanderwas managing owner of

that vessel. | do not know who paid for the anchors and chains, unless it had been the owner
| was paid £1,100 in cash by two instalments for¢h& f 2 g S NJ | @idreceive E3DCF QD

my sonAlexander stated in my cash book, and the other £300 had been the propmatiable

by other owners. My safdlexander whois unmarried, has been foreman sloigrpenterto

mefor the last 20 years, at the rate of 22sv@ek. My said son just got an interest in shipping
by the late Mr Calder, Forres, putting a share in his name, on the understanding that when th
AKALI LI AR KSNESt T 0 Kekeepiiglhibl&haragsidsdzEd R thinStheYhéxt
shipAlexanderhad a share of was th¢’ C | A INds WwhicHRh@ had eight share$ie paid me
F2N) GKSaS akKlNBa Ay OAléxéndergotithe rRohefidpiay his gharg &
oftheWCt 26 SNE2FYRIYFTRRY QUG il s with theheadibgd B/RK K |
2 | Gaz2y ismy{passgessionMy sonAlexanderwas never in partnership with mede

was not engaged in any other business to my knowledge. | never gave him any money |
addition to his wages, not even a fipeund note at the New Year. Interrogated and asked to
explain the entry in his cash book, under headin Xy 1871, of the payment of a bk

£300 - deponesg That is the proceeds of an accommodation bill which myAderander
granted to me, and which was discounted, | think, at the Town and Courty Bamif. | point

out an entry of that bill on the 26 November. | distinctly say that none of these
accommodation bills were in payment of my dofi S E | gHarS ofXhaVCt 2 6 SNJ 2 ¥
Masson was not married to my daughter in 1871. He paid me his share (E150}b€the2 ¢ S
2 F . ih ;yFoRiczon 11" June, 1871. | gave him no receipt. | do not know where he got
the money and | did not give him it. | do not know that there was any difficulty about
al Aaa2NB®BARAYIT GKIFG Y2ySeo {0SStSQa aKl N
himself orAlexander Watsor cannot say.The vessel was lost in the beiging of 1878. She

was insured, but to what extent | cannot tell. BgnAlexandergot the insurance. | got the
£120 at different times and in various sums on secofityly shares of tht?# Ct 2 6 SNJ 2 F
before the date of the transfer to my brother James. The examination was shortly afterwards
adjournedé

1879, 29 April: TheAberdeen Press and Jourmaported as followséBANFF BANKRUPTCY
COURTEXAMINATION OF JOHN WATSoasterday the examination in bankruptcydohn
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Watson, shipbuilder, Banff, was resumed before Shetiffstitute G. Watson, in the Banff
Sheriff Courthere were present Mr A. Duncan, bank agent Banf$tee;Mr James Morrison,
solicitor, agent for the trustee; Mr A. Watt, solicitor, for Messc€Chnachie & Ironside, Banff
(creditors); and Mr Geo. Hossack solicitor, Banff, agent for the bankrupt. Interrogated by Mr
Morrison- Did you ever make a calculation of the cost of the material and workmanship of
any one ship built by you, so as to ascerthm profit or loss thereupon®epmed - No, not

on any particular shipl never did so at allNeither before or after they were built? No.- |

have receivedo dividends for the shiflohn Watso® | think she had paid dividends to
strangers since 1875What she paid was put to paying th®ll upon her. | cannot say how
much there was.Bystrangers Imean those that held shares paigp outside the family

only they received dividend$he ship was paid before, only the bill remainiNgt a far thing

of the ship belonged to me till it was all clear and what | said before about owning a portion
of it was not correct.Watt pointed out that in his previous examination the bankrupt had
declared that held an eighth of the ves¥elhn Watso® Mr Hossack said that the statement
was made g the bankrupt without his having an opportunity to make anyldication. 'The
Bankrupt- My sonswere not here the time the ship was buikhey were all from home, and
when the register was required to be made up they thought would be better for me to put my
name in and grant them bills of sale, which tleewld return, and get their names entered.
They have all done that with the exception of my son Jéhnname, therefore, stands for an
eighth. The other four shares of the number standing in my name belong to my son John, whi
resides at Leithl executed a transfer of these fosiares tamy son John.It was about the

time that the transfer were executedfiavour of my sons James and Dauitielieve that the
transfer was transmitted by post to John at the tinh@ow wish to correct my state offairs,

to the effect that only four shares of thlhn WatsornCbelong tome, in place of eight stated

in my state of affairs Isuppose the last dividend on the vessel was declared about two months
ago. | could not tell how much divided. suppose Is not far from it. | never signed
receipts for dividends.A few days sequestration | got @&om H. Munro, ropemaker in
payment of an account | entered it in my book under daté R&bruary.| point out in book

£13 as having been paid by me for accounts under that dgiaid wages that time for repairs
ontheW! Iy S & a.d shbuddNBtRvguld be about £40. At the timeavas left with £9

or £1Q and | paid £7 after | became bankrupt as the last weeks wagethat | had £2 or £3

left. | gave upto my trusteg 2 NI O2 FSNJ GKS | OO02dzy i T 2A13 NE
this stage the proceedings were, on the motion of Mr Morrison, adjourned till #feer
examination oimembers of thdankmupt's family, which takes placen 8" May nextb ¢

1879, &' May: The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiser published the following
advertisement: aTO SHIPBUILDER®o be Let, with Entry at Whitsunday first, THE
SHIPBUILDING YARD, SAWPIT, and PREMISES at BANFF HARBOUR, latelyJobaupied
Watson, Shipbuilder. Banff, with use of Patent Slip for Repairing VesBaésPremises are
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Commodious, and conveniently situated for carrying on a large Tiealeparticulars, apply
to ALEXANDER DUNCAN, Bank Agent in Banff, Trustee on John Vistst®'sr Wm.
COUTTS & MORRISON, Solicitors, Banff, Agents in the Sequestration"BanfE5 my 7 P

1879, 9" May: The Aberdeen Press and Jourmaported as followstBANFF BANKRUPTCY
COURT.JOHN WATSON'S SEQUESTRATIOMe Banff Bankruptcy Court yesterday
before Sheriff Scott Moncrieff the examination into the sequestrated estate &dhn
Watson, shipbuilder, Banff, was continued. There were present Mr Duncan, banker, trustee
Mr Morrison, solicitor, agent for the trustee; Mr G. M. Hossack, agent for the bankrupt; and
Mr George, solicitor, who appeared for Mr Steele and Mr James Watson. Ciierie,
baker, Banff, was the first witness, who depomed am sonin-law of the bankrupt. In 1866

the bankrupt built ship named th&airwindQ which | originally held 16 shares, but |
afterwards acquired eight from William Storm. | do not recollectctist of said vessel. She
cost under £,200. | paid the 16 shares and the eight acquired shares both in cash. | don'
know if the other owners paidlir Watsonfor their shares. The said vessel was solMarch

1869. I think she was sold for £750. | received my share of the money, but | cannot tell if th
bankrupt, who was the managing owner, paid the other ownéns1869 the shifForwardQ

was built on speculation, and to save the bankrupt loss the family agreed to take the ship a
valuation. The bakrupt fixed the price. | owned half of that vessel, which | paid in cash. |
cannot tell how the other owners paid their sharésvas managing owner after the vessel
went to sea. The vessel was lost shortly after going to sea, and the loss in consequence w
£200. TheAgnes M. Gordofdwas built to replace théPorwardQ at a less tonnage, to
represent the loss. | was managing owner. | never got any receipts from the bankrupt of an
payments made by me for shares of the vesséls insurance got fro the Worwardvas

paid to account to the price of tHgnes M. GordofQ and he balance of the price of that
vessel was paid by me in casfihe insurance on th#orwardQwas about A,600. The
bankrupt was paid tor hull, spars, and block$,1560. A bill was discounted for part of the
price of thedBgnes M. GordoQbut the bankrupt had nothing to with the bill. He was not the
drawer of it. The bankrupt held eight shares of ¥agnes M. Gordof The first time that
knew of these eight shares being transferred was two years ago, when a new register wa
sent to London, where | was at the time. | found that the shares had been transferred to Jame
Watson, Whitehills. | did not know then that hesxabrother of the bankrupt. | did not speak

to the bankrupt on return about transferring the shareBuring the first three years the
dividends of théAgnes M. Gordofwent to clear the vessel, and in the fourth or fifth year
there was a small dividend. My books will show who the dividend was paid to. No one els
but the bankrupt got the dividends on his shares. Itis as possible as not that the bankrupt di
sign theship's books for the dividends. | cannot speak definitely without the books. He did no
tell when he got the dividends whether he was drawing them for himself or his brother. | have
paid for all the shipping got from the bankrupt, and am not due hinttang. Mr Morrison
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said this closed his examination of this witness, and said that he did not intend to examine hin
in reference to the shifohn Watso®@because he was satisfied from the bankrupt's books
and witness's own books that he had paid for all the shares which he possessed of that vess
Mr George asked if the trustee would admit that the bankrupt's books showed that Mr Steele
had paid for hislsares of all the other ships spoken to during the examinatddnMorrison

said he was not competent to understand tenkrupt's books.Mr George said it was only

fair to Mr Steele, as statements had been made during the bankrupt's examination to the
effect that "the tree was dead and the branches in & flourishing condition," that the trustee
‘could satisfy himself on this pointf he examined the bankrupt's bogke would find what

he had stated to be true, because the chsebk before him contained entries of all the money
paid by Steele, and from that book and from the bho&k it was all traceable of having been
lodged at the trustee's own agency of the Town and County Balekander Watsonson of

the bankrupt, deponed | am 40 years of age, and reside in Banff. | have been 22 years
foreman to my father.l was never in company with him, or had any shares in the profits of
the business. | never saw any invoices with the headilahn Watson & Sah | was
managing owner of th&lower of BanfQwhich was built in 1871, and losthebruaryl878.

As far as | recollect the vessel was a good way advanced in the building before she was bouc
by the owners. The vessel cost3D for hull and spars and part of the iron work. She was
paid in cash to the builder. There was a bill for part of the pricefatigr was part owner.

He ceased to an owner when the ship was lost. The vessel paid a good few dividends, whi
were paid to the owners so far as they were not on the bill. After his share was clear my fathe
got dividends.The vessel, so far as | recollect, cleared herself between three and four years
The vessel was insured for abodt3d0. The insurance was paid about three months after
the vessel was lost, and | paid my father his share of the insurdnoever heard that my
uncle James Watsomas an owner until the vessel was lost and the insurance paid. | held
eight original shares of thdohn Watso®@which | paid to the managing owner George Steele.

| sold four to George Ritchie. In 1876 WairwindQwvas built, and | am still the managing
owner. She cost 808 for hull, spars, and blocks. The statement by my father that the
Fairwindzost £1368 is wrong. He detailed the correct sums, but took the wrong ships. The
£1,368 should apply to th#lower of BanfQand the other sum to th#airwindQ | have paid

for all the shares of shipping | possess to my father. | am not due him anything. | never gc
any receipts for payments paid to my father except the builder's certificate for the skiger| n

in any way took the management of my father's money matters. | had nothing do with his
books. | may have discharged small receipts in his name. | never knew how he stoc
financially. My father was correct in stating | had 22s week, but | got ragdbio addition to

that. | am unmarried. | was also paidEayear for managing each ship. James Watson,
Whitehills, brother of the bankrupt, was then examined. He shain 84 years of ageOn

the 28" Februaryl872, | obtained a transfer of eight shares of tAgnes M. Gordoffrom
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brother. | paid the consideration money for these shares in three instalments. | paid the firs
instalment in 1870 or 1871 for thi&gnes M. Gordof It was more than £50. | was not
needing to invest in shipping at that time, but | thought it would be a good speculation. It was
paid in cash direct to my brother. | had not the cash beside me at Whitehills. | did not pay hir
by cheque. | had moneleposited in the National and North Scotland Banks in Banff; and |
lifted these eceipts and paid my bro#r with them. The second instalment was paid by me
before 14 or 15 months after uplifting money which | had deposited in the said banks in Banfi
The third was paid in the same way a few months afterwards. In all, | pa@ddh theYAgnes

M. Gordor(l paid the whole of the instalments before | got the bill of sale. My brother asked
me to buy the shares He did not apply to me for a loanever lent him a sixpence. The
bankrupt did not speak of a loan to me. He did speak of security, and thedaleas the
security. | explain that the sum stated in the bill of sale is the correct sum which | paid, an
not that stated by my brotherl got no vouchers from brother for the money until | got the bill

of sale. It was a security transaction at first, and afterwards became aarabout sale. |

got the bill of sale on the date which it bears, and have had it ever since. | was inrBiaeff o
20" March 1877, in order to get the bill of sale registered. My brother went to the Custom
House with meand we had the bill registered. Previous to th& @March1877, my brother
never promised to pay me the sum. My brother never told me that he was getting into
difficulties, and | did not know. When | got the bill of sale | was not aware that | required to
get it registered, but | afterwards found it was ne@ys My brother fixed the price of the
shares. The bill of sale for tHdower of Banf€was signed on the same day as the one for the
Whnes M Gordog | paid for the shares of tHElowerof Banffn precisely the same way |
paid for theYAgnes M. Gordof The sums may have been different, but the money was drawn
from the same banks. The sale wasattand-out one, but | had no necessity for investing in
shipping. My brother applied to me to buy the shares. | took the shares on my brother word
and never inquired whether the bargain was a fair one or not. | never asked interest for the
money. lwvould not be true if my brother had said that it was a loan t§ Rarch1877, and

that afterwards it was a sale. | never got any dividends fromttlgaes M. Gordofand she

has never paid, | never attended the meetings of the owners. | never asketdl, the
managing owner, for my share of the dividends, and never received notice of the meetings ¢
the owners. My brother never told me that he was attending the meetings and drawing the
dividends.Alexander Watsonwho was managing owner of thBlower of Banf2never gave

me any notice to attend the meetings of the owners of that vessel. | never received an
dividend from théFlower of Banf | am not aware what the dividends were between 1872
and 1878 othe Wlower of Banf@ | never madenquiry. My shares were insured along with
the rest. When the vessel wdsest, | got the part of the insurance which was due to me. It
was between £5@nd £100, but | do not remember the correct amount. It was paid to me
through my brother. The said shares were not given to me in gift, and | am not due my brothe
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anything in respect thereof or of anything else. The consideration money for the shares i
correctly stated in the bill of salévir Hossack then said that George Watson, another of the
bankrupt's sons, who had been cited as a witness, had left for the west fidimigorrison

then moved for an adjournment on the ground that the trustee was not satisfied as to where
all the bankrupt's money had gone to. The trustee was entitled to an explanation, but the
explanation which bad been given was so vagué¢ itheould not be accepted by any person
who knew anything about the matter. The bankrupt had lost since 1870 upwardsD0D£3
although, at the same time, the trustee believed that further claims will yet be handed in which
will make his loss much larger. The trustee was willing to give the bankrupt and his agen
every opportunity and assistance to go over his books soaistita detailed statement of his
losses, but if he was unable do so the trustee would take a course, although it was a ver
disageeable one, in terms of the 98ection of the Bankruptcy Adilr Hossack said it would

be impossible for him to ascertain how these losses arose when the trustee was unable to ¢
so. The Sheriffi He offers you his assistance. Mr Hossack then said he had no objection tc
the adjournment, and after some further conversation the examination was continued till the
15PA Yy alode
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A 3masted schooner and small fishing boats in Banff Harb9e0.
(Photographer unknown).
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Important S8ale of Houschold Furniture,
8hipbuilder’s Plant, Tools, Timber, &c.

By instructions from the Trustee on the Sequestrated
Estate of John Watson, Shipbailder in Banff, the
Subscriber will &lk by Public Roup, at the lxhip-
building Yard, l&rbonr. on WEDXESDAY the
2lst day of May current, at Half-past Ten o’clock
Forenoon,

1. HE Whole TOOLS, WORKING PLANT,

and IMPLEMENTS (except Steam Engine,

Boiler, and Sawing Bench, &¢.), in the Shipbuilding

Yard at Banft Harbour, belonging to the nkrupt

Estate. together with the Timber, king, and other

Materials therein, in lots to suit purchasers.

ALso,
On same day, at Half.-past One o'clock Afternoon,
within the Fife Arms Hotel, Banff,
2. TWO POLICIES of INSURANCE on the Life of the
Bankrupt (who is agel 71), effected with the Life
Association of Scotland, p. £200 each, with right to
g\rﬁci tion in the Protits of the Company ; and 8-64th
HARES of the Three-masted Schooner ‘JOHN
WATSON, oy BAx¥P. The Vessel is presently in the
Australian Trade, was Buailt in 1875 of ch Oak and
Pitch Pine, Classed Al at Lloyds for Ten Years, and
=20 Tous Gross Mcasurement.
ALso,
Same day, at Three o'clock r.M., at No. 12, Castle
Street, Banff,

8. The HOUSEHOLD 'UBNHURW ng to the
Estate, oconsisting of—Mahogany y
Couch in Haircloth, 7 Mahogany Chairs, Side :
Wall Mirror in Gilt Frame, Sofa in American Cloth,
Eight-day Clock, Barometer, 5 Mahogany Chairs in
Haircloth, Carpets and Hearth Rogs, Fenders and Fire.
Irons, Feather Beds, Blankets, Bolsters, and Pillows,
Bedroom: Furuiture, and Kitchen Utensils, together
with Pictares, Ornaments, and a variety of other

Effects,
JOHN ROBSON, Auctioneer.
Banff, 5th May 1879,

Auction advertisement irhe Banffshire Journal and General Advertisef,Nlay 1879.
1879, 13 May: The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiser published atheve
advertisement regarding sale of shipbuilding plant and tools, timber, insurance policies,
shares in a schooner and household furniture from the sequestrated estalehof \Watson
shipbuilder, Banff:

1879, 168" May: The AberdeerPress and Journatported as follows¥. ! bCC . ! bYw
COURTTHE SEQUESTRATION OF JOHN WATSON, SHIPBUh&E&ERmMination into the
sequestrated estate dfohn Watsonshipbuilder, Banfivascontinuedyesterday in the Banff
Bankruptcy Courbefore Sheriff Scott Moncrieff. Mr Morrison, solicitan agent for the
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trustee, stated that the bankruptas in the course of making up a state of his affairs, but that
he had been unable to completesd as to produce it at this diet. Mr G. M. Hossack, solicitor,
asked on behalf of the bankrugitat a prorogation of the diet of examination be granted in
order to allow the bankrupt to complete his state of affairs. Mr Morrison for the trustee,
thought that the adjournment should be granted, and the Sheriff accordingly continued the
RASO F2NJ I 4SS v¢

1879, 229 May: The Aberdeen Press and Journal reported as follows:! b CC ® t wt
SALE( Yesterday the dwellirgouse in South Castle Street belongingJétin Watson,
shipbuilder,was exposed for sale, in the Fife Arms Hotel, by Mr Alexander Georgégrsolici
Macduff, on behalf of the bondholder, and after competition it was purchased by Mr Chalmers
painter, for £452. Four shares of the sijw2 Ky  20of A2Git@ng @Aass measurement,
presently in Australiavere also exposed for sale by Mr Masnissolicitor, Banff, at the upset
priceof £175, but they failed to find a purchaser, and the sale was adjourned. Two policies
for life assurance for £200 each on the lifeJohn Watson shipbuilder, with right of
participation in the profits of the company, were offered at the same time, but were not sold.
Mr Robertson, auctioneer, Banff, was juddeN&® dzLJd €

1879, 21 May: The Banffshire Journakported as follows:a . ! b Yw! t ¢/ | h (
WATSON, BANFRnN adjourned examinatiom the bankruptcy of John Watson, shipbuilder,
Banff, was held in the Codrouse,Banff, on Thursday. Sheriff Scott Moncrieff presided.
There were presemtMr Alex. Duncajbanker trustee; Mr James Morrison, solicitor, agent for
the trustee Mr Garden M. Hossack, agent for the bankrupt. Mr Hossack saldrtighip
would recollecthat at last diet Mr Morrison wished the bankrupt to take opportunity to make
up a statement showing how his losses ardde.acceded to that request; and since tivm
Watson, with the assistance of a professional accountant, went over hisocadhand ledger,

and astatement had been made up showing his assets from the year 1872 to the present yea
1879; and also the outlays in the shape of wages and material during the like period. Fron
the account was made up an abstract thetd been handed to Mr Morrison; and, curiously
enough, the abstract showed that the deficit during that period amounted to £3,129
(Equivalent to approx. 30,000in 2022). That was made up from material, about the
correctness of which Mvlorrison might satisfy himself by referring to the extended notes
taken by the accountant. Mr Morrison said he received on the previous afternoon the
statement which he submitted to the trustee. They had gone over the statement together,
and were unableéo understandfrom it the particulars of any loss that had been made. The
purpose of the adjournment was to allow bankrupt to make up a statement showing how he
had lost so mucmoney, but the document made up was simply an abstrdat.give an idea

of its value, he would take the first item in it, which referred to the year 1872, and simply said
CPYWSOSAODSR F2N) 9SaasSta odzaifd I yQRPaitliagds andS R
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materials etc.,To give an idea of its value, he would take the first item in it, which referred to
the year 1872, and simply saiddReceived for vessels built and repaired7/83 5s; and on

the debtor side; Paid wages and materials etm,n S0 1H M0oad HR®Q ¢ KSN.
expenditure in that year; and the first question he had to put under it was, where did the loss
occur, on what particular vessels, and was it for timber or wages, or in any other way, for there
was nothing in tle statement toshow? £4,302 13s 2d& There was thus an excess of
expenditure in that year; and the first question he had to put under it whsre did the loss
occur, on what particular vessels, and was it for timber or wages, or in any other way, for there
was nothing in the statement to show? The Shasked if there were not details? Mr
Morrison said there were not. It was simply an abstract, bringing out very nearly what he
already brought out on the first day of the examinatmmamely that the bankrupt hachade

a deficitof over £3,000 in seven years. He knew that before, and what he wished to be
definitely informed about was how the losses occurred. It would not do to tell them that all
the money had been lost; the bankrupt was bound to answer as to how it had beesnidst
really the statement giveim amounted to nothing at all. Mr Hossack said that the bankrupt
had given information as to how his losses arose, by showing that it was upon ships fo
material, and in other ways. If the trustee couldmdo any specific charge that the bankrupt
had kept back any item, there would be good cause to take action for having him put into
prison, but unless they could make out that they must accept the statement as they stooc
upon his books. Mr Morrison séhé must just pursue a policy of questioning. The bankrupt
was then put on oath. By Mr Morris@nCan pu explain how the sum of £518 of loss was
made in the year 1872 is made up? Deponésis just a downright loss upon timber and
wages. Bankrupt fiher deponedg About onehalf of the loss was upon timband the other

half upon wages. | do not remember what ships | built in 1872. | do not know that | coulc
recollect by looking my books, as | do not remember if they are specially mentioned. Th
W, S 6f Wickwas ongand theW { 2 @ S ofBanfwaQanother, and th¢// I A NJ/ald y |
Macduff another. | made a loss upon every one of these vessels. | cannot exactly tell you hc
much | lost upon th& . S 6f WlickQowing to the way that our business was conducted. |
should say | lost above £100 upon each of the three shipsisthpbn the wood work. | built
those three vessels to contraciVhen | contracted for thi . S Iftdok irf® account the price

of timber, and | did the same for the other two ships. | explain that the pridelaér rose
subsequent to my making the contracts, and tlode of the loss | was not aware at the time
that | made the loss. | never found out that | made a loss upon these three ships till | wa
overhauling my books the other day. Mr Morrison then askind whole statement of losses
was merely guess work, which the bankrupt repudiated. It was pointed out that on the credit
side of the statement given in by the bankrupt there was a total {23 Os. 5d., and on the
debtor side £39, 131 17s. 9%aihd he was asked to give particulars as to how the deficiency
was caused.Bankrupt saiche was willing to give every particular, and it would be found in
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the books and in the details dfa statement made up for him, which were in the hands of the

accountant. Mr Morrison then moved the Court to adjourn till he had time to examine the
details of the statement. The Sheriff granted and adjournment till Monday, the bankrupt
agreeingtogett® LJ NI A Odzf F NB 2F (GKS adl dSYSyd LI |

Yesterday the examination dbhn Watson shipbuilder, Banffwas resumed before Sheriff
Scott Moncrieff, within the CouHouse, Banff. There were preserir Alexander Duncan
bank agent, Banff, the trustee; Mr James Morrison, solicitor, Banff, agent for trastdeMr
Garden M. Hossack, solicit@anff, agent for bankruptMr Hossack said thebatract was a
simple statement of cash receipts and cash outlays, but it did not point to one single item o
loss They saw there the deficiency of money, ibdid not show how that deficiency had
arisen. They wanted to knohow the deficiency had arisen. He went on to refer to a
bankruptcy examination at Peterhead on Friday, where blaakrupt had produced a
statement of his losses. Mr Hossack objected to the reference to a newspaper notice of th
proceedings allded to. If Mr Morrison would bring forward an authtative statement he
would have no objections to its production, buttheught it was very unfair to introduce an
unofficial report of the case. The Sheriff allowed Mr Morrison to refer to the clase.
Morrison after quoting from the case at Peterhead, said they had never had any such
statement of losses thereThe Sherift Except the aggregate losses. Mr Coutts specified a
YdzYO SN 2F LISYOAf Y IhNdoR uniley difierknd yeard, whictNudete)ind® &
there when the book was first produgeahd which were not included in the summation. The
difficulty was vihere these came from, when they found the accountant dealing, not with the
entries in the book, but with other matters that they knew nothing about. The bankrupt
seemed to have supplemented the statements in an extraordinary way. He submitted that i
was necessary to get some explanation from the accountant who made up these notes as t
how he obtained the additional information. He should also like to know Wiese pencil
marks weremade. Mr Hossack said that, as he stated when the absivastproduced last
court day, it was made up, not only from the cash book and ledgers, but also from the banl
book. The cash boakd not contain all theassets ofMr Watson, and he had explained
himself, in his examinatian chief, that it did not do so. This statement was madeatnly

from the ledgeiand cash boakbut alsofrom the bank book, and that was the explanatmin

the sums appearing in the abstract that did not appear in the cash book or ledger. The
accountant would be very willing to afford any explanation that was desiredtag tmaking

up of the abstract Had the bankrupt beem man of educationor had he kept a regular set

of books and been in a position fout his finger on the different transactisrirom one year

to another, he could have understood the objection that had been rdisedeeing they were
dealing with an ignorant man, who was a mergherman twentyfive years agoit was not
inexplicable how he was unable to give the detadils.Morrison said that he had been going
into the abstract to see if he could ascertain where the bankrupt had made any loss when i
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was undertaken tdurnish the trustee with the details which would inform him. The trustee
was not any wiser by having the detail3he bankruphad indeeddeponed that he never
made ovelE30 of bad debts in his life, this s¢aent he reported, did not showdlosses. It
showed that he had received a certain amount of moaey that the deficiency was so much,
but what they wanted to know was how the deficiency had ariddnHossack said it would
be recollected thabne of the theories broached by Mr Morrisartloe agent for some of the
creditors was that Mr Watson had given his means to his sons andrstavs. Mr Morrison

had done his best to ascertain if that was the fact, and instead of proving that hergaey

to sons and sonm-law, he had made it clear that théyad paid for their shas, and he had
admittedthat to the court. Mr Morrison said he never did any such thing. He had admitted
to Mr Steele that he had paid the full share of th&V2 Ky 2Blarkraig wathen examined
by Mr Morrison. Interrogated In the year 1873, according to this statemeybu made a
loss of 205 10s. Tell ushat particular vesselgou made that loss: Depones cannottell

you, and | told you that before. | just lost it on wood, work, and iron. Can yousjauey
other particulars? No. What ships did you build in 1873:do not remember. But you have
the book here. Tell us what ships you built in 1873? | builtthe2 NB& She Wy QEMES Q
the W C f &S {tWdhat was your loss on th¢’b 2 NA B Yllcaghabt tell. What was the
contract priceof the Wb 2 NJ& BcY kayirdt tell you just now. You have your book here
cannot you tell us from it No; | cannot tell you from this bookVhat other books have you?

| have no other books, but my letters, etc., which are given up to the trustee, will Jin@w.
Sheriff¢ Have you anything from which you will be able to answer the question. Bamrupt
cannot answer the question in any other way. The SheMibu have been asked a simple
guestion, which you may or may not be able to ansg#that was the contract price of the
vesse? Bankrupt examines his ledger, and depoqédavas paidfor her £1,084.Mr Coutts
said he thought it oly right to show the incaistency, because he found from the

I O02dzy 0| yiQa vy 2 (Udder dStgdandalyeSaD; FébiuaryF £300f ADriE300:
May, £400 and June, £60 and £24 10saking in all, £1,384Mr Morrison¢ What was the
correct sun? Was it£1,300 or £1,000? Bankrupt deponetl now explain that | was paid
£1384 forthal b 2 NA ;$10f E1y00P The£300 was not entered in my cash book, but it was
entered in my bank book.Howmuch did the timber of this vessel cost you? | cannot tell; my
loss comeg dzii | G G K&Carydu téllDsswhas tfieRrdn cost: | cannot, but it appears
in the accounts handed to my trustegCan you tell us what you paid for wages? No, | cannot
tell you offhand.¢ What was the contracprice of theWlice®? | received for the# ! éQtheO
sum of £1,27. ¢ What did the® f Ac@sBy6u for timber? | cannot tetlCan you tell me much
for iron or wages?l cannot; but the accounts in the trustég®ssession would show.Do

you mean to say they would specify the it&gaNo, but the wages book wshow you the
wagesb L Y F&alAy3 Fo2dzi G§KS A NERY KwouldasBoiva NE
that. What would show the timber@ The wood is all in my own account from beginning to
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end each year, and unless you take that | gae you it in another way. The other ship you
built in 1873 was th&? C f S S; Gah foyf §iv@ us any further particulars about her than you
have giva about the other ships® No. | find fronthe statementmade up for you by the
accountantthat you only lost 3d. in 1874 during the whole yewtl you tell us what ships you
built in 18742 | built in1874, part of the? Ct S S,iheg WIYVARNE g [ ahg/ Ve NS ¢
theWh t Al@the yere183, according to these notes, | find you recei8d 4s. 2d. more
cash than you paid away. Whatigh did you build in that year?Part of theQ h f AtgA | Q
WW2 Ky 2ahdith@\R a/IONEBLzdnnot tell us now muetmy ship cost; would you tell us
how you came to make up the price of ##8V2 Ky  3nlyaurib8og-O@made the entry as

to the price of theb W2 Ky  Frominateésyb€lore | became bankrupt.made said entry
from the notes given, and information supplied by me to my trustee. According to the
statements | produce, | made in 1876 a los26f3 10s. In 1876, | built thNe[ AtHe® ® O G 2 NA
and theW C | A NEcanyioRt&l upon which of these vessels | sustained the loss of £205. My
books do not show upon which of them the loss was made. In 1877 | made a8662 4#s

4%d; and in that year | built pardf the WC | A NeAWOR G 3, And Bailt KfGheW | St Sy
2 S & i ®ade no profit upon any of those ships. At the time | believed | was making a profi
upon them. | cannot specify any one of the ships that | made a particular loss upon. In th
year 1878 | made a loss 085 16s.; and in that year | built part of tdel St Sy the S & |
WDt Sy, madetfeP[ I R& 2 F . U #oSt veryl Heaviupon the WDf Sy: 0 2 &
conscientiously, | believe | lost £500 upon that shilge contract price of that vessel was £10
2s. 6d. per ton; and she was 216 tohgot for theW D S y 2,278 ¢16 for hull and spars.

| had nothing to do with chains and anchotsannot tell what the wood work of that vessel
cost. | cannot say how much the iron work of that vessel cost. | never go the account from M
McConnachie. | cannot tell how much | paid in wages. | calculate the amatihtidist on

that vessel by slump. | cannot salgat | lost upon thél1 S £ Sy no? véhat (il6st on the

W[ I Ré& 2 T Whek ScortractedSf@ the three vessels | did not make up an account of
what the material and wages would cost me. | explain that | took the contract for the
WDt S yah @stuyigsum per ton, without calculating what she would cost me; and the price
was £10 10s per ton, and | think the tonnage was 216 tons. | cannot tell the contract price o
theW!l St Sy buesledvas®9 tons. | got £1,280 for her. When | know that the price was
nearly £13 per ton, | believe that | had a loss upon her.Wihé¢ R& 2 Fwadifiér$80ftol | S
86 tons, and | built her at 311 per ton. | always contracted to build vessels by the ton.
contractedin a similar way for the ships that | built for my sons and -sotesw~. Mr Morrison
asked the attention of the Sheriff to the'®8ection of the Bankruptcy Act, which said that the
explanations of the bankrupt must be to the sédistion of theCourt. If the examination was
satisfactory to the Court, he had nothing further to say. Sheriff Scott Moncrieff said that the
statute requiredhat the bankruptshould furnish material for showing the state of his affairs.
That had been done. He asked if the trustee had any motion to make? Mr Morrison said th
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trustee and himself had endeavoured to expiscate the affairs of the bankrupt. They were botl
of the same opinion, that there was somethihgy could not comprehenas to how these
losses had been made; and they could get no further answers. Keeping in view what had be
brought out, if the Court thought it satisfactoiye had nothing further to say. The®@:ction

of the Act said the answers must be satisfactory to the Court. They could not understand th
answers. Mr Hossack said thdir Watson had given the explanations as far as lay in his
power. The books had not been kept upon any system, but were merely jottings to assist th
memory in making out accounts. Had the books been kept upon a right principle he couls
quite easiljhave seen how he should have stated the way in which the losseslangs®eeing

that the man had all along been working imetdark, and from hand to mouth, he had given

us satisfactory explanation as possibléMr Morrison would put his finger upon one single
item pointing to a fraud he would be glad have it done. But Mr Morrison had utterly and
signally failed in the line of action he took, which was to shovivth&/atsonhad disposed of

his means among his family. He maintained that the bankrupt had given as satisfactory ar
explanation as could be looked for of how the losses were made. In answer to Mr Morrisor
the bankrupt then declared that he had never made a donation of any property wnany

and never destroyed any books or papers relative to his affairs. He had not granted any bill
or cautionary obligations. Sheriff Scott Moncrieff delayed administering the oath till he had
GAYS (2 O2y&aARSNI 0KS o0F y{ NHzZLJi Qa RSLIZAAGA?2

1879, 3! June:The Aberdeen Press and Journal reported as follomé:1 9 { 9v ! 9{ ¢\
OF JOHN WATSON, SBIFALERSc ADMINISTRATION OF THE OAJAt the Banff
Bankruptcy Court yesterday before SheriffScott Moncrieff¢ the sequestration oflohn
Watson, shipbuildein Banff, again came before the Court. There were present Mr Alexander
Duncan, trustee on the estat®tr Morrison, agent for the trustee; and Mr Hossack, agent for
the bankrupt. Mr Morrison intimated that he had no more questions to ask the bankrupt. The
Sheriff than said, | have considered this gelst, and though the trustee did not succeed in
making things clear, at the same time | cansae my way to refuse to administer the
statutory oath. This was not a case in which the bankrupt has declined positively to answe
any questions, and he seems to have supplied the trustee with a detailed abstract of his affair
and all the materials askefor. The trustee had broughp and examined various members
2T GKS  ofamyfy] withizteieronge to what appeared to be the most suspicious
circumstances in the case, but their evidence went to support the bankrupt in what he hac
said. Of coursehbugh the statutory oath was administered, it does not prevent his being re
SEFYAYSR AT (KS (iNHz (0SS (KAyla FAldo ¢ KS

1879, 16" July: TheAberdeen Press and Jourmaported as followsa w9 / [ ! LaLd D |
WATSON V. DUNCAM this action John Watson jun., residing at Leek, Staffordshire, sues
Alexander Duncan, agent for the Aberdeen Town and County Bank, Banff, trustee in th

36



John Watson, ShipbuildeiVhitehills and Banff1830 to 1879. Stanley Bruce 2®BV1

sequestrated estate afohn Watson, shipbuildeBanff, to have him ordained to grant such
deed as would be necessary to have the petitioner registered as the owner of four shares of
vessel builtby the saidJohn Watsont & . I YFF AY wMyTp® ¢ KS
registered as owner of the shares in question, but he drew the profits offering to them, he
having purchased them rulyl1875. The respondent denied the averments of the petitioner,
and submitted that he had no right to the shares in gimstand that the respondent, being

the registered owner of the shares in place of the bankmnwpb was registered owner, was
entitled to sell and dispose of them behoof of the bankrupt and creditors. The Lord Ordinar
(Adam) refused therayer of the petition with expenses. The petitioner reclaimed, and
counsel were heard on Saturday and today, when the case was takeizamdum. Counsel

for the petitioner¢ Mr Dickson. Agent Geo. Anderson, S.S.C. Galifor the responderg

Mr Pearson. Agerg! £ SEI Yy RS NJ a 2THajlidgetnghEwag mafledon dads July

as reported in the Aberdeen Press and Journal below.

(Avizandum Takes time to consider his judgemgnt

1879, 21 July: The Aberdeen Press and Journadported as follows:a w9 / [ ! LaL b D
WATSON v. DUNCANThis was an action at the instance of John Watson jun., clerk in
Staffordshire against Alexander Duncan, agent for the Town and County Bank, Banff, seekir
to have the respondent ordained to execute such a deed as was necessary to have tt
petitioner registered as the owner of four shares of a ship calleVthe2 Ky 2 Colinge? y Q
in the action were heard lately, and tod#ye Lord President giving judgemestid that in

this case the petitioner, John Watson jun., claimed to have four shares of a certain ship struc
out of the sequestration of his father on the ground that they belonged to the petitioner as
private property. The ship was built in 1875kyn Watson, shipbuilderBanff, who called it

after his own name. The builder retained eight shares, which were registered in his own name
but about the same time, on the ®July1875 he transferred four of these eight shares to his
son John Watson, as it was allegéal the price paid. This was done by bill of sale in proper
form, but the petitioner was not registered as the owner of his shares. The trustee in the
sequestration ofohn Watson, senigtherefore contended that in respeaft the stat of the
register he is entitled to the whole eight shares for the benefit of sequestration. It was not
said on the part of the trustees that this was in my decree a collusive transaction on the par
of the father and his sonTherefore it must be taken as matter of fact that the sale was made
and the price paidTothismust be added that from the time that this bill of sale was delivered
to the petitionerhe received from time to time from a person of the name of George Steele his
proportional share of the earnings of the vessel. Therefore the petitioner was in therpositio
of having a good bill of sale under the Registry Acts and Merchant Shippirenddie had

also from the time of acquiring that right been in possession of the shares, bébhausay
possession that the padwner of the vessel could have was his share of the earnings of the
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vessel. On these and other grounds, which were quoted at considerable length by his lordsh
and Lord Deas, the Court declared that the four shares belonged to the petitioner and wer:
not vested in the trustee of the sequestration, and therefpeamted the prayer of the petition.

No expenses were given on either sid@unsel for the petitioner and reclaimeiMr Dickson.
Agent¢ Geo Andrew, S.S.C. Counsel for the respogdénPearson. AgergAlex. Morrison,
S.S.C. Localgents¢ For the appliant Mr Garden M. Hossack, solicitor, Banff; for the
responden NJ 2 Y® [/ 2dziGas a2t A0AG2NE . I yTFToE

1879, 9" September:The Banffshire Journal and General Advertsalished the following
advertisement regardinghe letting of W2 Ky 2 |fdrmie? shi@yard and the 206thn
capacity patent sligt Banff Harbour.

SHIP-BUILDING YARD AND PATENT

SLIP AT BANFF TO BE LET.

HE SHIP.BUILDING YARD and SLIP at
the HARBOUR of BANFEF are to be Let, for

such period as may be agreed on, from and after 228D
'NOVEMDER next. |
' Besides the Accommodation necessary for the Slip,
‘the Yard contains sufficient Space for bnildmg a8 New
'Vessel of considerable ’l‘onnngo and New Vessels may
‘be built on thoCndlo t beinclined. 'l’bm
1is also a Sa ’Lonabon. and the Yard is en-
closed with Walh. The Slip has recently under-

ne substantial repair, and is mpnblo of taking up
$o of 200 Tons U.M.

It is probable that an Incomlx:go'l’enut m&be able
to arrange with the Trustee on Estate of John
Watson, the present Tenant, for Immediate En

Sealed Offers to be lodged with JAMES 8MITH, g
‘House, Banff, before 15TII SEPTEMBER next, at Noon 3
and the Conditions of Let may be learned on a 1
to Mr SMITH.
20th August 1879,

Advertisement in the Banffshire Journal and General AdvertisBeptember 1879.

1879, 11" November The partnership betweedohn Geddiend hisbrother William Geddie

in businessasJ & W Geddige Shipbuilders, Duffushillock, Barféstablished in 1865yvas
dissolved andVilliam Geddieon his own shortly after acquireitie lease ot 2 NII 2 Y Q& ¢
Slip and the shipyard at Banff Harbour.
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1881, 15" December:The Aberdeen Press and Jourreglorted that in front of sheriff Scott
Moncrieff, John Watsonreceived his discharge in bankruptcy, and the statutory oath was
administered to him.

1902 1t October: The AberdeerPress and Journal reported thdbhn Watsonhr., fourth
son of John Watson shipbuilder, Banffwas in Banff on holiday. John Watson Jmas
secretaryof the Harbour Board of Port Elizabeth, South Africa.

1906, 14" May: The Banffshire Journal in an article reporteditiia ¢ 'S 2 & yids & Sl
aYFrO1= o6dzAtd G . tFO1LRGAT KTWhiblds FoashE anotiied] A |
vessel built bylohn Watsorbefore he moved to Banff Harbour.

A

Backpots Harbour. (S. Brce).
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Ropes and Sails.
John Watsorwould have bought ropes and sails from the Banff Ropeworks (1) which was

owned by Henry Munro (later provost of Banff), and on the map below you can see the ropery
location on the west end of the town.

7% w/ / Z/ ﬁ‘»’”]j/ﬁa 90
/&
kg ' .. t

147
:/"J

J

(ua.ﬂ_/uunl \

Station

I)’uitrrb Green

: ‘.‘('n' ) ona ]ﬂ:‘:u((3.)
ke -.' 2 4,:&

Map of Banff 1866

Also visible on this map is the Saw Mill (2) located at the north side of the harbour, very
conveniently sited aside th@atent Sip, and (3) the Custom Househere vessels were
registered

The railway line can be seen to go all the way downj¢lty at the harbouradjacent to the
Patent Slip.

40



John Watson, ShipbuildeiVhitehills and Banff1830 to 1879. Stanley Bruce 2®BV1

A Banff Schooner.

LQY aAdGdAy3a 4G . FyYyFF | I Nb2dNE
Looking out aBanffBay,
Looking at the bonnie yachts sailing,
| could sit here all day.

cdzd AG glayQld ltglea tA1S GKAAOD

There was once thriving shipyard here,
Where many bonnie schooners were built,
tKS W{S@Sy {SILaQ YFry&d RAR aiSSNE
Packed with cargoes to the hilt.
But, can you imagine the workmen,
Merrily working away,
Hammers and axes swinging,
With a new keel to lay.

For the superstitious men of the sea,
For luck, a penny placed under her keel,
Built from many an old oak tree,
A job that sometimes felt surreal.

LiQa @OSNE KIFENR G2 AYF3IAYS y2653
A shipyard and a timber yard stacked high,
Schooners built with a clipper bow,
And a surveyoat hand readyto classify.

Ship classification,
Al at Lloyds, the best, they said,
High quality for this wonderful creation,
Fine lines and a beautiful figurehead.

{ K Siftidg on the slip,
Like a giant sitting duck,
Christened with wine by a woman or a girl,
Another ritual performed for good luck

Her launch is quite impressive,

Witnessed by many spectators,
Her owners now appeaather possessive,

Even more so than her creators.

CKS 26ySNAR OFyQid ¢6FAG F2N) 6KS RI &
To get her out to sea,
| imagine her out in Banff Bay,
All sails set, blowing wild and free.

Stanley Brucefelruary 2021.
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Vessels built by John Watson, Shipbuildaihitehills and Banff.

The followingtables| havebuilt up from scratch, as | have not seep alzA f RSN &a f A
have found althe vesselsbulik o0 dzi A GK2dzi I+ o6dzAf RSNRa f 7
missing. | foune total of 51 vessels55 if we include théBlossontbuilt at Duffushillock in
1862. tyou know of any othergplease get in touch.

A press article states thi¢ a | & T tb@ltédnSLBER was the 22%vessel builtthis fits with my
researchf we exclude the umamed schoonebuilt at Blackpotsn 1841.

Vessels built by John Watson, Shipbuildét/hitehills.

Stanley Bruce 2®V1

John Watsorestablished himself in Whitehills in 1888 a boabuilder. However, it was 1848
before | found a vessathichWatsondefinitelybuilt. L QY A y Of hegiGtRlly watkedl K A
building only smalfishingboats probably clinketbuilt, anddoingship-repairwork. However,
according to the Aberdeen Press and Joupadlished orl 7" February 184lon 6" February
1841 a schooner was launched at Blackgdaésbour. This vessel wasssibly built byJohn
Watson.

Date Name

(24 Unknown

Rig GRT Owners LRS LxBxD
Schooner Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown

(L2758 The Friends Schooner 44 I\B/Il;CkiePeter DO Unknown Unknown
54 NM Mr Bartlett, brewer,
1849 WE[C1(e] Schooner 72 OM  Banft. Unknown Unknown

Vessels built by John Watson, ShipbuildeBanff.

John Watsomoved to Banff from Whitehills in 1848, but the first two years in Banff the work
carried outappears to besolely shiprepair work.

Date Name Rig GRT Owners LRS
J. Watson TMQ E
(25108 Zephyr Schooner 108 NM - BA1 HMQ ¢
(Seaulatively).
unknown
36 NM 9Nt
(ksE Victory Smack Whitehills Unknown Unknown
610M
fishermen.
, ynoc Q
: 136 NM Various
(ki Lady Gray Brig 207 OM owners, Banif 7A1 HMDPp Q
MMDGpQ
: 136 NM James Calde
keises Matilda Schooner 91 OM Findhorn. Unknown

42



John Watson, Shipbuildeihitehills and Banff1830 to 1879. Stanley Bruce 2&v1
Vessels built by John Watson, ShipbuildeBanff. (Continued).

Date Name Rig GRT Owners LRS LxBxD
(12548 The Watsons Smack 41 vl N/A  Unknown
owner.
. THQ E
. 85 NM Various
11215150 The Banffshire Schooner 136 OM owners, Banff AL MPDOPPQ
Mndn Q
Q E
Countess of . Watson and ¢
1856 Seafield Brig 157 Co.. Banff. 7A1 HO DPMmQ
MO Q
. MmmMn Q E
-7/ Woodbine Schooner 330 oM C@Ptain T Lpono
Paterson. 8A1
Mp Q
Lady 56 NM Bailie Dallas »k
e8] Abercromby Sg e 100 OM Macduff. 7A1 Ul cugt
yTQ E
Mr James
1858 lline La_dy;ordon Schooner 1205 Calder, 7A1 U e
Cumming 189 OM _. M dp Q
Findhorn.
Approx.
; Captain
k250l The Lily Yacht 10 McDonald Unknown Unknown
MAnQ E
([:[sl0) Perseverance Brig L9 e i) T unq E
NNM  Aberdeen. 7A1 ,
MO Qn €
, cnodpQ
(1200 Brick Smack s |0 e 7A1 155 x
Dunbar.
TOPmQ
TcQ E
1861 WER Schooner 86 NM James - Calde 7AM HNQ E
Forres.
Mn dH Q
bHQ E
(L2574 Sir Robert Calde Schooner L0 (LA | JENIES  Cells 8A1 HOODyE
246 OM Forres. ,
MMQnN €
MMHQ E
(kelskel Earl of Fife Schooner 232 NM Mr Adam 7A1 HpQ E
Mn Q
. 235 NM Provost Adarr MAn$pQ E
(::s4 Deveronside Schooner 320 OM & Co. 5A1 Hp &N
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Vessels built by John Watson, ShipbuildeBanff. (Continued).

Date Name

(121540 Matilda Calder

1865

1865

1866

1866

1866

1867

1867

1867

1868

1868

1869

Olivia

Isabella

Fairwind
(Fair Wind)L.RS

Mayflower
or
May Flower

Paragon

Jane Simpson

Rig

Schooner

Schooner

Schooner

Schooner

Schooner

Schooner

Schooner

Lady of the Lake Schooner

Maggie

Pioneer

Forresian

Forward

Schooner

Schooner

Schooner

Schooner

GRT Owners
James Calde|
— Findhorn.
Provost
80 Cruickshank,
Macduff
186 OM James Calde
146 NM Findhorn.
96 NM J. Watson &o.
Captain Georgt
182 NM Smith,Portsoy.
Mr  Bremner,
9 Wick.
94 John Simpsol
& Co. Banff.
123 OM ’
Portsoy.
George and
100 David R.
Simpson, Wick
Mr Georgison,
86 Merchant, &
Co., Wick.
James Calde|
193 Forres,
Morayshire.
140 John Watson
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(speculatively).

Stanley Bruce 2®v1

LRS LxBxD

7A1

7A1

7Al1

S5A1

8A1l

7A1

7A1

7A1

Al

7Al1

9A1

7A1

SN

mMmncQ E
HOoQy €
MMQT €
cyQ E
onQ E
dhQc €

hxQ

Ho ®X¢cC €
MM Q

ynQ E
HMoyQ E
M Q

ManQ E
HoQc €
MHQy €
TYyQ E
HMQC €
M Q

TTQ E
HMQC €
M Q

TNQ E
MpQcC €
dhQc €

yHQ E
HM C €
MATQ HE
TnNQ E
HNQ E
dhQc €

Mman dc Q
HOoO T Q
MH®PT Q
bpQ E
HNnQ E
MM Q
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John Watson, ShipbuildeWhitehills and Banff1830 to 1879.
Vessels built by Johwatson, Shipbuilder Banff. (Continued).

Date Name

1869

1874

Guiding Star

Amy.

Tarlair

Agnes M
Gordon

Flower of Banff
Or

Cf 26 SNJ ;

Bella

Sovereign

Cairnrankie

Alice

Norseman

Andrew
Longmore

Fleetwing

Rig

Schooner

Schooner

Schooner

Brigantine

Brigantine

Schooner

Schooner

Schooner

Schooner

Schooner

Schooner

Schooner

45

GRT Owners

248 Captain Smith
Portsoy.

10 glgts)g:"tson anc

NNM ) '
Moir.
Macduff

91 Commercial
Company.
Macduff

128 Commercial
Company.

136 Watson, Banff.

97 Simpson, Wick
Henry Munro,

52 Banff.

83 Various Banf
and Macduff.
John Bisset

111 Insch,
Aberdeen.
John  Walkel

125 Simpson, Banfi
James G. ¢
Longmore anc

143 George Mair,
Banff.

111 Various Banf
owners.

Stanley Bruce 2®v1

LRS

9A1

8Al

9A1

9A1

9A1

9A1

9A1

9A1

9A1

9A1

9A1

9A1

LxBxD

MHNQ E
Hp Qc €

Mn Q
ypQ
HHQ
Mn Q
TTQ
HN Dy
M Q
yTQ
HH®C
MM®cC
y cQ
HY ®y
MM®y
ynop
MpPn
M dPo
y nQ

B MO O [Ty
™M~ M-

(0 MO OO0 MO O M
™M=



John Watson, Shipbuildeihitehills and Banff1830 to 1879. Stanley Bruce 2&v1
Vessels built by John Watson, ShipbuildeBanff. (Continued).

Date Name Rig GRT Owners LRS LxBxD
Alexander ycdPHQ
1875 B\l Schooner 110  Robertson, 9A1 HMDp Q
Banff. M ®o Q
MMH ®gQ
John Watson  Schooner 220 Geor-ge SISEk 10A1 Hp ®o Q
Seafield, Banff.
MH®Y Q
Alexander TnNQ E
Olivia Schooner 80 Robertson, 9A1 M (pDdPH Q
Macduff. dbPo Q
bHQ E
Fair Wind Schooner 156  ‘Mexander 9A1 H oy E
Watson, Banff.
MAQ MM
ycodpQ
Victoria Schooner 108  Lenry Mumro, 50 hmaor Q
Banff.
Mn do Q
Donald yconQ
Water Lily Schooner 110  Georgeson, 9A1 HMDC Q
Wick. M do Q
ThQ E
‘[:4// Elizabeth Schooner 86  JamesStepher o, L nq E
Wick.
hPH Q
bdnQ E
(5 Victor Schooner 123  charles Taylor Ok - 70 g
Portsoy. 9A1
Mn dc Q
yTQ E
Helen West Schooner 114 ARlER L 9A1 HMDc Q
Macduff.
Mn dc Q
Ty ®@p Q
Lady of the Lake Schooner 91 ;%?;OBremner 9A1 H AN dc Q
Y. bon Q
: MMM®p Q
Glenboyn Barquenti 597 John Bremner »k Hn®T O
ne Portsoy. 11A1
MH®nN Q

Vessels Builby John Watsorat Whitehills.

1841, 17 February:The Aberdeen Press and Journal reported thaSaturdaye"" February
a schooner was launched at Blackpots Harbour, Whitehills. On the following Monday evening
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to celebratethe event,a fine ball took place in Whitehills. At the ball an elderly gentleman
remarked that at the age of fifteen he had assisted in planting the wood on the hills of
Boyndie, of which the vessel was built. seems very likely, but not confirmed thdohn
Watsonbuilt this vessel.The vessel name was nstiated

Friends(1848).
She was built as a small coaster to carry general cargo.

1848, 14' March: The Banffshire Journal and General Advertjsegported as follows:
ALAUNCHt There was launched on th& ghst., from the building yard dflr John Watson
Whitehills, a fine clipper schooner, nam@the Friends:' This vessel, which is, we believe, the
properly of Mr Peter Dow, Buckie, is an excellent specimen of workmanship and skill, an
presents every appearance of provianfast sailere

1848, 18" March: The Aberdeen Press and Journa¢ported asfollows: 6BLACKPOTS" 6
March.t LAUNCHt A beautiful little schooner, built BMr John Watson Whitehills, was
to-day launched here, and glided into her future element in grand style. She is 44 tons registe
and reflects great credit on her entergng builder. Immediately after the launch, the vessel
was loaded, withdrain tiles, from MessrsAlexander Duncan & Co. Brick and-Werks, and
sailed for Findhors.

Vessel Name(s) Friends.
'2&. Schooner2masts, 1 deck, squarestern, and a standing bowsprit.

6" March 1848.

Mr Peter Dow Buckie.

Banff Official No.Unknown
44 tons.

52 feet, 6 inches.16.00n).

15 feet, 3 inches4(65m).

8 feet. @.44m).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.
Oak,birch, elm, andfir. Decks made of yellow pine.
Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Clka4d 1857 (AE1).
LRS Surveyor: James McDonald.
|.B: Iron bolts.

1850:Master- AlexanderGordon (LRS).
1857:Master- William Tilsorand registered at Lynn
Lost

a7
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Hero (1849).

She waduilt speculativelyintendedto carry general cargand wadaterdescribed as Banff
coaster.

1849, ¥ May: TheBanffshire Journal and General Advertjseported as followsd. AUNCH

AT WHITEHILLSOn the forenoon of Tuesday last, a considerable crowd gathered in and
around the buildingyard of Mr Watson, Whitehills, to withess the launch of a fine new
schooner, 72 tons, O. M., which had just been complbtethat spirited builder. A few
minutes after twelve o clock, all things being ready, on a signal being given, the props wer:
withdrawn, and the new vessel glided into the waters, amidst the cheers of the crowd, the
ceremony usually observed at bestowingaame, being at the same moment performieg
Master George Forbes. The new vessel bears the name"dfédhe" and is another addition

to the shipping of our port, the principal owner, we believe, being Mr Bartlett, brewer. She is
to be commanded b@aptain Alex. Slar, latemaster of the Sir Alexander Duff. In the evening

of the same day, the owner of thg| S Nah>agparty of the shipowners and merchants of
the port, and the builder, carpenters, and others engaged the vessel, met together to a suppel
Ay {0 W2KyQa [ 2toecbpkd the-chaf, Bt CapmihPatelsdiofficitad as
ONER dzLJA S NI Il FGSNI GKS dzadzr £t t2elf G2lradas
alluded to the interest which his Lordship took in everything which concerned the prosperity
ofthetody ' YR RA&AGNAOG @ [ FLIGFAY a6b SyweRding [ f
the vessel as of a very handsome model, as one of a light draught of water, and fitted at the
same time carry a large cargo. He was glad to see the spirit of the stepowaf the port, and
hoped that their enterprise would meet with its rewaithe Chairman then rose and gave the
health of the buildenvir John Watson He had already been very successful in providing good
vessels, and thilleragave every evidence of keeping up the high character of the builder.
Mr Watsonhad lately become tacksman of tRatent Slip, at the Harbour, and he hoped that
his occupancy would prove as profitable to himseliif &ss serviceable to the community.

Mr Watson returned thanks. The Chairman then gave the health of Mr Munro, who is to
furnish the ropes and sails for the new craftwhich was duly acknowledged. The Croupier
next gave the "Owners of thelera@ ¢ g KA OK g & | O] Yy 2 g fv&aiRydEd R
toasts followed. The Croupier gave the health of Mr A. Simpson of Nisbet and Co., of Mr
Simpson, merchant, and of Mr D. Smart, catléaler; and the Chairman gave the health of
Mr Garden Grant, merchant, of Captain McDonald, of Mr Redpatlector of customs, Mr
Bold, comptroller, Mr Miller of Alloa, late comptroller at this port, and the memory of the late
Mr Nicol, this last toast being drank in silence. Captain McDonald next gave the health of the
Chairman, alluding to the enterprisesstin by Mr Bartlett in carrying on works which afforded
employment to many industrious people; and specially referring ttatfvgard which he had
re-established, and the windmill had so lately erected in connection with it.
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Hero (1849)(Continued).

Mr Bartlett returned thanksCaptain Macdonald next gave the health of Captain Paterson, in
connection with the Harbour Trust, of which he was a member thought the Trust deserved the
thanks of the community, and of the shipowners in particular, for the spirited manner in which
they wae carrying on improvements at the harbour. He expressed his high approval of the
proposal to place booms on the south entrance to the old harbour, and he thought the
shipowners would be but consulting their own best intexesbst willingly agreeing to pay an
additional penny per ton, if the Trustees provided the booms in question. There was n
harbour in the Moray Firth where the charges upon shipping were so low as they were in Banf
In Fraserburgh, the shipowners willingly paid 6d. per registered ton, and Lossiemouth the
same, while in Banff they only paid 1d., and grumbled about paying another penny, when, b
doing so, they might secure a confessedly great advantage. CaptaindPateisrned thanks;
other toasts follaved, and the meeting was prolonged till an early héur.

for Sale.

IlL I_QhMLd“ HERO ' of will be
Exj sed for Sale, by 'ablic Roup in MAR-
~u\n 'S !lunL on I’ t.un'r the 20th current, at
12 o'clock Noon. She is a handy little vessel of
74 Tons Register, and can be sent to sea without expense,
cxcept provisions, Apply to Wa. BanrtLeT.
GEO. REBURN, Auctioncer.
Baxrr] 9th November 1857.
Advertisement for salef the schoone¥ | SinN#eBanffshire Journal and General
Advertiser 17" November 1857

EE SMALL VESSEL FOR $SALE.

TheHERQof Banff 54 tons register; cas 85 tons on about 8 feet
water; sails fast; is in good condition, and well foufdhe vessel is at Peiundas,
where she can be seen. If not sold immediately, will be sentvamyage.

For particulars, apply to: GIBSON & CLARKswald Street.

Advertisement for sale of the schoonigt SiN#eCNorth British Daily Mail, #Danuary
1890.
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Hero (1849)(Continued).

Schooner2 masts, 1 deck, squarestern, and a standing bowsprit.

24" April 1849.

Mr William Bartlett, brewer, Banff.

Banft Official N0.17974

54tonsN.M. (72 tons OM.)

57 feet, 3 incheg(17.45m).

17 feet. 6.18m)

7 feet, 4 inches.24m).

Wood, carvel construction.
EnglishOak, Elmand Fir.

Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Clagsl
[.B.¢ Iron bolts.

Ol lieldykliels 1857, 20" November Bought at auctionfor £281 by Baillie (later
Provos) Dallas, Macduff(Equivalent to approx. £24,000 in 2022).
By 1860:Registered at Glasgow.

Prien siececel . 1860, 8" September She was abandoned offBallycastleafter a
Lost collision with the brig \Eere€2(120 tons)of Belfast Captain Hugt
Domelly. (Seepressarticle below for more information).

Vessel Name(s) Hero.

1860, 18' September:The Glasgow Heralteported as followsa wS L2 NI 2 F /|
Donnelly master of the brigd/ S NB)&dRS of Belfastfrom Troon for Londonderry, with
coals:- Left Troon on the'Sinst., and proceeded until thé"8 At 9pm, the weather fine and
clear, and the wind Nby E., was working through Rathlin Sound. Saw a schooner working
through also. ThéV/ S N&8 &e lights duly placednd when on the port tack met the
schooner on the starboard tack. He kept the helm of4he S R&dit®port, which she
answered and fell off. Shouted to the schoowgrdrt his helm also, but she came close under
0KS o0 NRIQa ldfedgandbbii vedsdls canie $to collision, when the captain and
one of the men of the schooner jumped on board the brig, shortly after tidalessel arted,

and observed the schooner dropping towards the land, and lost sight of her. Fosidl tBeNB &
making water;set the pumps to work and was able to keep her clear; and the wind becoming
more favorablestood on for Lough Foyle, aadived at Londonderry on Sunday th& 9 ost
cutwater and figurehead, jibboom, etc. Captain Hamilton, who jumped on board, reported
that the schooner th&’/ S W& & Eollision with was thHélS NBf@Glasgow; and he aritie

man leftinthepilob 2 & G GKS Sy idNlIyOS 2F [2dzZa3K C2E&
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Hero (1849)(Continued).

1860, 19" September:The Glasgow Heraldeported as follows awSLIZ2Z NI 2 F /
Hamilton of the schoonéf | S NfEs@sgow- At 8.30p.m. tacked to the westward, withur

lights, lighted in their proper places. At 8.35 p.m., the brigantine schébhes M@ dghg

to Redbay, Belfast, stam) to the eastward, with her port tacks on board, wind N.N.W.,
spearing to come into collision with the schootdr S NEhél&tely rung the bell in due time

for theW/ S tRepXlear of théV| S NI the helm to port, and brought her head up to
the wind when theW/ S Blibck heW | SMMRhE port bow, carrying away headstays and
foremast and all theW | S Nfafxchidhs to the mainrigging, her covering plank and
paintstrake. The master, A. Hamilton, and Daniel McNichol, seaman, jumped on board the
W/ S teBa&eQheir lives, leaving the mate and boy on boardithe SinN&@sidking state. The
mate Ol f £ SR 2 dzéend¥ranNtheW/ S$SIBIREh@as refused by the master of the
W/ S MBoxaled out that none of them will come heithe master of th&?/ S M&la
attempt whatsoever to save the lives of the mate and boy who were left on board the sinking
W | SOIMe crew of tha! | SIdbkRald clothes and property but what they had on their backs.

¢ Reportby John McMillan, mate of the schoorét S, NfESBsgow- Was leaving thél 1 S NP C
in a sinking state, |, the mate, called out to those on boarditlie SNB E NBE (§ KS@ :
leavemd YR GKS 062& KSNBZ¢ o6dzi L 320 y2 lyass
over the side, which with great difficuliye managed; at the same time the foremast of the
W| SWER Igingagainst the mainmast. Managed to get into the boat, and when we left the
W| Sdk@afpeared to be sinking fast. In about ten minutes after, we pulled back to see if the
W| SWEB Going down, when we saw that the mainmast was down also. We could not
attempt to go near her. We pulled for the shore at BéHgtle, and reached the shore at

St SGSy 2Q0f 2 OY of Septeniber.(i TdeNdaptadn and B&hielWicholl got on shore
Ay GKS LIAf20 o02Fd 0 LYyAakK2gSy | SFR® I f
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Vessels Builby John Watsorat Banff.
Zephyr (1850).

She was a general cargo carridwilt speculatively in the hope of selling her during
construction orshortlyafter completion This was a practice carried out by some shipbuilders
in lean times to keep the workforce gainfully employétbwever, it seems thalohn Watson
O2dzZtf Ry QiU 3 S {isolte putJie¢t®sea HirddiflUnfoSuNately, she strandednd
became a wreclat only 2years old.

1850, 16 April: The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiser published the following
advertisement:dNEW VESSEL FOR SALHHE Subscriber has for Sale at BANFF, a NEW
VESSEL, of 148 tons O.M., 108 tons, N.M., of English Oak Frame, isfastgped in the
bottom, and is classedightySI N& ' m |G [f 28 RQ&a® [ SY3dKzZ
inches. Will carry a large cargo on an easy draught of water, and can be ready for sea in
few weeks. Referencg | LJOF Ay aO52y | f R JOHR WRISABANEBENIS S
al NOK onX mMypn®ég

1850, 3@" July:The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiser, reported as folldwdINCH.

T On Thursday las(25"), a launch took place from the builditygrd of Mr Watson,
shipbuilder, Banff. The day being extremely fine, there was very large concourse of spectatotr
amid the cheers and to the great gratification of whom the vessel went off in gallant style,
gliding into the waters with the utmost ease and precision. ¢rh# was much admired by

the numerous judges of nautical matters who witnessed the launch, and who were
SyliKdzaAAlFIaGAO Ay SELINBa&aAYy3d GKSANI | RYANT GA
the vessel. The schooner is, indeed, of a very beauiifikl, and sits most gracefully on the
water. She, whose tonnage is 108 N.M., has been namedy #S LIKaRdNEES: been
constructed on speculation by the builder, who, we understand, means, unless she is sold
0KS AYUGSNAYZ (2 KI @S KSNJI FAGGSR 2dzi | yR a

1851, 2% January: The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiser reported as follows:
éMarriages.c At Macduff, on the 1% inst., Captain James Taylor of the schodHétS LaK & NI
Yy FTF G2 9tATF0oSUKSE RFEMZAKGISNI 2F W2Ky 2+ Ga

| BALTIC TIMBER.
‘L[‘BE SrescriBeR is daily expecting to arrive the

“ Zeruvyn,” with a Carco of BALTIC TIM.
BER, of Finest Quality, which will be Sold at the

lowest possible terms.
JOHN WATSON.

Banrr, Nov. 24, 1851,
Banffshire Journal and General Advertistuesday 25 November 1851.
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Zephyr (1850). (Continued).

‘2 Schooner2masts, Ideck, asquarestern, anda standing bowsprit.
25" Juy 185Q

John Watsonshipbuilder, Banff.

Banft Official No.unknown

108 tons NM. 148 tons OM.

71feet (21.64m).

21 feet, 9inches 6.63m).

Approx. 1Cfeet (3m).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.
English oak frame. IB¢ Iron Bolts.
Her hull was sheathed in copper.

Unknown.
Lloyds Register of Shipping. Clgas
Lloyds SurveyoCaptain McDonald.
-
Priic Sizeeiel . 20N October 1852:She stranded on the Scaw Reef, Jutlanthster

Captain Taylor, all hands were savedSee below for more
information).

1852, 29 November: The Banffshire Journal an@General Advertiserreported as follows:
AWreck of theZephyk of Banff¢ We regret to say that this wsel while on her passage from
Peterhead to Stettin, was strandeoh the 2@ ult., on the Scaw Reef, Jutland. The accident
200dz2NNBR 0SG8SSy (62 YR GKNBS 2Q0f 201 Ay
is an extract from a letter received b J. Watsm, the managing owner here, from the
master, Capt. Taylor. The letter was written on the day after the accidért: K S a S N
very heavy at the time, | could get assistance from the land, nor could | put out a boat or
anchor As she had only about the length of herself tbogaee over the reef, | hove overboard

a part of her cargo: but, am sortp say, without effect, as the gale increased towards
afternoon, and before dar&t night we were obliged to leaweith the lifeboat. The weather

got very fine this afternoon, so that we got aboard again, unbent the sails|asigd the
same as well as all the moveables, and a part of the cargo, and | think if the weather keeps
moderate, with the wind, as it nows, we may succeed in landing the rest of the cargo
tomorrow. Thed LSa Bldibw about three feet ithe sand, with almossix feet water in the

hold, so that | begin to fear she will become a wréckheW ¥:S LK guieXa new vessel,
having been launched last year from the buildyagd ofMr Watson She is a vessel of 108
G2ya bodadé
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Zephyr (1850). (Continued).

1850, 28 May: TheBanffshire Journal and General Advertissggorted as followsdVESSELS

T We understand thatthé ¢ 2 Y BlHz¥omshpf this port has been sold to Mr Alexander
Winchester, shipowner, Invernes®ur enterprising shipbuildévir Watson has a beautiful
schooner on the stocks, all ready for launching, which is to be hoped will find a purchaser &
an early period

Banff Harboumvith two 2-mastedvessel£1900. (Photographer Unknown).

In the above photograplt looks like bothvesselsare sitting on the bottom, so they would
only get in andbut of harbour at a suitable tide. Banff Harbour was notorious for silting up

Note: The vessel on the left has a figurehead.

Alsg on the east quayarrels can be seen, perhaps barrels of salt hemleginedfor export.
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Zephyr (1850).(Continued).

The following advertisemen

in the Banttshire J_Oumal ahn( THOSE HOUSkSthe NEW STREET of WHITEHRdIGhging to, and
General Advertiser 7' lately occupied byJohn Watson Shipbuilder The Buildings compris
October 1851 shows that| three commodious Rooms, with Kitchen and Scullery, besides G4
John Watsonput up for sale| and Offices;together with a large House, unfinished, used as
. . Workshop, but which can be fitted up as a Dwelling House at a g
his house in New Streget L i : )
T expense. The Buildings are all in connection, and are in good rg
Whitehillsafter he set up as a| peing almost new.

shipbuilder at Banff harbour.

FOR SALE.

Apply to ALEXANDER WATSOWhitehills, or to JOHN WATSQON
Shipbuilder, Banff.

BANFF, Sept. 29, 1851.

Banffshire Journal and General Advertisefuesday 25 March 1851

. 70 TIMBER MERCHANTS.

 WANTED, TO PURCHASE, BY THE SUBSCRIDER, |
QUANTITY of OAR, ELM, ASH, or LARCH
A CRUOKS, to side from 4 to 8 inches, to be
laid down at the Hagnorr of Basrr, or the ucarest
Shippieg Port |
7 e — o, e
jAA Quantity of LARCH and BEECH, it for Plank-
ing; and also, a few Cargoes of T'IT T'RODS, |
Parties having such to Jispose of will please state
their prices, within foarteen Jays from this Jdate, and
also the quantity of each they can supply. |
HJOITN WATSON, Shipbailder,
~ Baxrr, March 20, 185

This advertisementgives an indication afhe types of timberJohnWatson was usingfor
shipbuildingat this date.
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Victory (1851).

Shewas a ishing boat built for owners in Whitehills.

1851, 18' September TheBanffshire Journal and General Advertisgorted as followsoéOn
Wednesday last, a fine smack, named ther A O Gvws\IBuhched, at Banff, for eight
Whitehills fishermen, the owners, and who are to constitute the whole crew of this little cratft.
The vessel is from the builduygrd of Mr Watson, who has expended his skill to great
advantage in her build. She is of 36 tons new, and 61 tons old measurement. She has be
built specially for the deepea fishing; and is fitted up with all tmecessaries for the cure of
fish. As the very nature of he@emded occupation implies that her crew shalf,gootracted
perioRa > YIF 1S OGKSANI dK2YS dzll2y GKS RSSLXZX (°f
is a cabin fore and aff the latter being about 12 feet squgrand the dormitories look snug,
comfortable nooks, which most people suppose, will be inclined to prefer, as resting
places, to the stern of an open boat. The centre apartment, 27 feet long, and 15% wide, i
appropriated to the stowage and cure of fisdind fittings up run along both sides of this
section of the vessel, to be used in curing. All kindshof @od, ling, haddocks, etg will be

GFr 1Sy o LY 2NRAYINE LIKNI}aSs gAGK OKS ONS ¢
are all young, abkdodied men, of sober and industrious habits, and could hardly be equalled,
we suppose, by any eight fishermenb® got on the coast. They have had the courage to
venture on a new tackto adopt what is here a new style of fishing; and we trust that, when
their gallant little craft goes to sea, which will be in the course of eight to ten dayswitey
YSSO ¢A0K GKIG &adz00Saa gKAOK GKSANI SyidSNL
G [ I dzy OK 1 Bffer/thye $adiddh of thevictorys ¢ 2y 2 SRy SaRlF & fF ad
large party belonging to the port, numbering, in all, upwards of thirty, sat down éxeallent
RAYYSNE Ayt MyBdttindhe phailkah& Captain McDonald croupier. After the
dza dz £ G 21 &0 a3 thé Guwserd oNEZLIAOIN HERI SANSG 0 & dzOOS 2
in doing so, expressed his warm approval of the new style of vessel, which would unable ht
ONB¢s AYyaagSIR 2F ardidAay3a O22LISR Ay (0KS 0
have comfortable cabins, wher&kS& ¢g2dzZ R IS4G LISNFSOG I 002
warm," to enable them to keep their wditc He hoped the example set by the Whitehills
fisherman would generally followed along the coast. Other toasts were then given, as the
health of Lord Fife; of Mr Adam, banker; success to the harbour improvements; a steamer fc
our own port, etc., etc.; AR U KS S@SyAy3a gl a aLlsSyid Ay (KE
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Victory (1851).(Continued).

Smack

10" September1851

Eight Whitehills fishermer{All crew members).
Banft Official No.6849

36 tonsNM. (51 tons OM).

Approx. 56feet (17.10m).

Approx. 16eet (4.9m).

Approx. Tfeet (2.15m).

Wood, carvel construction.

Not fitted.

Unknown.

By 1870:0wned by George Cheyne, Fraserburgh.

By 180: Owned byAlexander MainNo. 10 Park Street, Nairn.
Briis Sl el 1889, 229 August: She wasdtally wrecked at Fort George, all han
Lost saved.

Vessel Name(s) Victory.

1853, &' September:The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiser published the following
advertisementd-OR SALETHE Smaak £ L / ¢ BOM ons @.M. as now lying in the Harbour
of Banff, ready for sea. Applyktr Watsonr= { KA LG dzZA f RSNE . | YT T dé

1854, 24 January: The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiseported as follows:
OSHIPBUILDING Our enterprising buildeMr Watson, having sold the schooner of 120 tons

he had in hand building, has jusid down the keel of another schooner of eighty tons, for
which he has a commission from Findhorn owners. The former vessel will be ready fc
launching in Aprjlthe latter is to be at sea in August

1860, 18 October:TheJohn o' Groat Journatported that the sloop§¥ictoryQof Banff, had
parted from oneof heranchoisand was driven onshore, arldat she wouldhot get off before
the next spring tide however shavas thought to havesustained little damage.
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Matilda (1854).

She was built tearry general cargand described by LRS as a Banff coaster.

1854, 19' May: The Elgin Courier reported as followis: ! g CAUNCH; A fine vessebuilt

by Mr Watson, Banff, for Mr James Calder, Findhorn, was launched from the former port or
Friday last. The vessel (names tha |  Aisf aRéatand substantilg built schooner of 91
G2ya NBIAAGSNE 2fRX YR mMoc YySgde

Vessel Name(s) Matilda.

Schooner2 masts, 1 deckprobablya squarestern, and a standin
bowsprit.

12" May 1854.

James Calder, Esdrindhorn.

Findhorn. Official No.: unknown.
91 tons OM. 136 tons NM.

Approx. 8Cfeet. (24.38n).

Approx 20 feet(6.10m).

Approx 10 feet.3.05m).

Wood, oak and larch, carvel construction.
Figurehead Unknown.
Lloyds Register of Shipping. Class 7A1.

1854 / 1858: Master A. Munro.
Date Scrapped QSlGle) sk
Lost Still sailing in 1860.

1856, 20" March: Thelnverness Couriereported as followstAccident to the'Matilda" of
Findhorn.t About four o clock last Thursday morning, the schodKerloss", Mr George
Baxter, master, and th&Matilda," Mr A. Munro, master, both belonging to Findhorn, and
proceeding in opposite directions, came into collision off Troup head, in this neighbourhood
The latter vessel suffered considerable damage; her bowsprittdpsail, and top gallant
yards were carried away, the bends torn up, and sails sfifier clearing away the wreck,
however, and rigging jury spars, during which operation thatilda," was drifted
considerably to sea, the master was enabled to proceed to Findhorn, but being unable to ente
that harbour, returned to Banff, where she is now discharging cd&ls.vessel came into our
harbour on Friday afternoon in a somewhat disabled conditidre"Matilda,” we may add,

was built at Banffr Banffshire Journa.

58



John Watson, ShipbuildeiVhitehills and Banff1830 to 1879. Stanley Bruce 2®BV1
Matilda (1854) (Continued).

1854, 16 May:¢ KS . I YTFFTAKANE W2d2NY I+t I yR DAYNERNIT f
T On Friday last a vessel built our enterprising townsnviin/Vatson, was launched from his
buildingyard here amid the acclamations of a large concourse of people. The vessel is a ne
and substantially built schooner of 91 tons register, old, and 136 new. She has been built fc
James Calder, Esq., Findhorn, and willfram that port. She is named th#latilda," the
ceremony of "christening" being performed by a daughter of the builders' Mdtéda" will

be ready for sea in the course of weekwo. She presents every appearance of proving a
first class sailer, and at the same time particularly strong and well built. In the evening a large
LI NIi1é RAYSR 6A0K GKS 0dzaf RS NJ 1l GaprainrZMeposanl] |y
Banff, in the chir, and W. Bartlet, Esq., croupier. The Chairman was supported by the owner
Mr Calder, Mr Nicol, from Findhorn, and Mr Murdoch, from Forres. After the loyal toasts, the
Chairman gave the health of the owner together with success to the new ship, bitle

way is named after Mr Calder's daughter. Mr Calder returned thanks. The Chairman nex
gave the health of the master of thi#&latilda". Captain Munro, who returned thanks. The
health of the builderMr Watson, was also given by the Chairman, who said that, as Lloyd's
surveyor, he had surveyed the vessel in her whole progress, adding that she was a well bu
and well fastened vessel, the timber of excellent quahtl/picked timber, indeedfurnished

by the owner himself, an extensive wood wteant. Mr Watsonreturned thanks. The healéh

of the Chairman and Croupier were also given, and duly honoured and responded to. .
number of other toasts were given, and the evening was further enlivened by several exceller
songs; the meeting breaking up to allow the sbgppenters and sailors arttleir wives and
sweethearts to hold the ball usually celebrated on these occasions, and which was itself a
excellent affair- Mr Watson has another vessel in the course of construction, which, we are
glad to hear, has been bought by a company in town, and is to be added to the tonnage of ou
harbour. She is considerably larger than the one launched on Eriday.

1860, 17 July:The Inverness Advertiser and Resdre Chronicle published tHellowing
advertisement:

FOR SALE
¢h .9 {h[5X o0& tdzofAO w2 dz.
on SATURDAY, thes2Wdzf &8 wmMycnX 4 ¢K
schoonerd a ! ¢ L [obFindharn, port of Inverness, 91 tol
wWSIAAAUGSNE o0dzZAfd AYy . FYyTFF )
& years, with all her Appurtenances, and now lying at Findhori
inspection; carries a large cargo on a light draught of water
sails fast, and ia strong handy vessel.
For further particulars, apply to James Calder, siwmer, Findhorn; or to Joh
Murdoch, farmer, Cassieford, by Forres. Findhorn & July 1860.
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Lady Gray (1854).

She was built to carryegeral cargand is known to haveorked as &8anffcoaster and made
passage to th@altic

1854, 19" August: The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiseported as follows:
ALAUNCHT On Tuesday lash new vessel, tilt by our enterprising townsmaMr Watson,
was launcled from his building-yard heret the secondn the cairse ofthree months. The
number of people who assemhieto witness the launch was velgrge, and after all
preparations had been made, and the order gibbgmMr Watsonto have the rope snapped,
the vesseglided away beautifully into her future element, amid prolonged cheers from the
multitude of spectators. The christening ceremony was performieg Miss Bruce, Banff,
daughter of the &te Capt. Brug, T the name given being thée [ | GRay.£ The vessébthe
largest which has been budt Banff for a great lengtlof time, and is owned by@-partnery

in the town. She measures 207 tons old, and h&év. Sheis tobe engaged in the foreign
trade, and is to becommandedby Captain Ironside, latef the & { (i bf Ba&nff. The vessel is
beautifuly consructed, and $ substantially built of thebest material that can possibly be had.

In the afternoon the owners entertained a number of their frieatdlinner in St Jo@a [. 2 R 3
Capt.McDonald occupied the chair, and Mr W. Hossack, merchant, acted as crodftesr.
the usual loyal tosts were given, the Chairman gave succtsthe new vessel, thé [ | R &
Gray." He then gave the health of the Owners, coupled with Mr JdBagsy, tobacconist,
who returned thanksThe Chairman then gave the health of the master of tlsmleCaptain
Ironside, who returned thankshe Croupier gave in succession the healthe builder Mr
Watson, and Mrs Gray, Banff, after the latter of whore $hip is namedTheChairman gave

the Earl of Fife; and Mr Watson, gas manager, gaike Earl of Safield. The Croupier gave
the Duchess of Gordomduntly LodgeMr Frazer Sandlaw, gavehte Chairman.A number of
other toasts folloved, and the afternoon waspent very pleasantly Aballtook place in the
eveningat which dancing was kepip with great glee until a late hour in the morniag.

1854, 19" September:The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiser, reported as follows:
G¢ K I Re& TDTHis Bewly built ship, lately launched fréfn Watson'syard here, put

to sea for the first time on the morning of Friday last. The vessel has part of arcdrgm

600 to 700 barrels of herrings, and proceeds to Wick to have her complement made up
whence she is to sail for Stettin. The vessel, as wastexh@romises to be a first class sailer.

A few of the owners and some friends had a two or three hours' sail on board alter she left th
harbour. Besides being a very fast sailer, she carries a large cargo for her measured tonnag
We may add, in prdmf her sailing qualities, that on the same day which she left Banff bay at
® 2Q0t201 FdYds &aKS FTNNAGSR |0 2A01 +d o
a A E Kdzti dnd Stettin are the Polish and German equivalents of the same name.
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Stanley Bruce 2@®V1

Lady Gray (1854)(Continued).

Vessel Name(s)

Lady Gray.(Lady GreyLRYS)).

Rig

Brig &ow), 2 masts, 1 deckprobablya squarestern, anda standing
bowsprit.

Launch Date

8" August 1854.

Owner(s)

Various merchants, Banff.

Registered Port

Banft Official No.2534Q

GRT

207 tonsOM. 136 tons NM.

Length 80.6feet (24.57m).

Breadth 21.5feet (6.55m).

Depth 11.9feet (3.63M).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claad
SpeltW[ | R & in REBE7Q

Other information

1854:Master William Ironside.

1862:Masterc¢ Alexander Smith.

1865:0wned by Allan & Co. LRS described as a barque.
By 18700wned by Thomas Adam, Banff.

By1874 Owned byA. Shearer, Aberdeen.

Date Scrapped
Lost

1875, 8 August:The Dundee Courier reported as folloWd/RECK O
A BANFF BRIGDuring the prevalence of a dense fog at about elg
2Q0ft 201 2y { dzydR M &R & yoNBhEEBnMAkKsS fron
Aberdeen to Sunderland, struck on the rocks a little to the north @
lighthouse on Souter Point, and afterwards became a total wreck.
whole of the crew were saved by getting ashore in their own boat.
captain of thevessel, in answer to the inquiries made by Mr Mill
englneer in charge of the lighthouse, stated that he had heard the
Fd Sy 2Q0t201 ¢6KSy oSG¢SSy 7
and subsequently also saw the light through the fog. hel@ made a
miscalculation as to the Point. The vessel was being dismantls
a2yRIFIe& Y2NYyAy3Aod¢
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The Watsons (1854).

She was built as a coaster to carry general caagdis known to have traded Banff to Leith.

1854, 28" December:The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiseported as follows:
OLAUNCHt There was launched on Thursday last from the building yaktt 8¥atson, our
enterprising builder here, a nice smack of 41 tons. The new vessel, which is danféd

2 | (i & 2bglangstto owners in the thriving fishing village of Whitehills, and is intended for
coasting. "The Watsons'is a very smart craft, and does much credit to her buider.

Vessel Name(s)

The Watsons

Rig

Snack 2 masts, 1 deckprobably a square stern, and arunning
bowsprit.

Launch Date

215 December 1854.

Owner(s)

John WatsonWhitehills.

Registered Port | Banft Official No.unknown
GRT 41tons. (55 tons burden).

Length Unknown.

Breadth Unknown.

Depth Unknown.

Construction Wood, carvel construction.
Figurehead Unknown.

Classification

Thought not to have been classed due to her small size.

Other information

1855:Master Watson.
1855 by NovemberMaster Lovie.
1859, MarchMaster Noble.

Date Scrapped /
Lost

Unknown.

e

E Can be sent to sca without any cxpensc whatever,

is a very handy craft, and sails fast.
Apply to Joiutx WaTsox, Shipbuilder.

|____Baxrp, 24 March 1857, ‘

: well found in Sails and Stores, and in perfect order

Smacli for Sale.

HE SMACK] ¢ WXTSONST of BanfT, of the

Burden of 55 Tons, built at Ban{l'in 1833, is

Banffshire Journal and General AdvertiseApril 1857.
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Banffshire(1855).

She was built to carryegeral cargaandtraded for most of herlife from Banff tothe Baltic
but sheis also known to have traded Aiewcastleand Sunderland

1855, & May: The Banffshire Journal and General Advertisefuesday 8 May 1855
reported as followséBANFF- LAUNCHg On Friday last, a fine clipper schooner, builMyy
John Watso, was launched fromig building yard here, in presence of a large concourse of
spectators. The vessel is namedeK | y T T afdAsNavried by a company of various
parties in the town. Mr A. Watspigas manager, is $hLJQA4 Kdza ol YR ® ¢ KS
at 85 tonsnew, 91 second, and 136 tons old, and is to be commanded by Captaim\\Vaitso

of the & / f dzySulstartially builtof the best timberd ¢ KS . | yaff shrieKtin®&lB ¢
possesses all the appearance of being a-filsss sailer. The launch weoff well. The
cheering of the crowdas quite enthusiastias the vessel glided awayth the utmost grace

into her new element. In honour of the event, the owners, alongMnt¥Watson, the builder,

and some friendsdined together in the SV2 Ky Q& al a& WatsforfF RITEKSE & F
husband occupied the chair, and gave the usual loyal and patriotic tpagigch were duly
honoured. Captain McDonald, who was croupier, gave success towhehige hoping that
she might be more fortunate than the last vessel belonging to the port called by the same
name.a ¢ KS . | yasrfaskKvhidhIvas Engaged for seven years in the Banff and London
trade, and was wrecked upon Scotstown Head. The toast was drunk withegu@atise. Mr
Longmore, Hilton, gave Lord Fifgood health and long life to himas duly honouredMany
other toasts followedand the company spent the evenimgry pleasantly. The carpenters
YR GKSANI FNASYRa KIR | oFftft Ay (G0KS S@GSyA

Lastage from Newcastle.

FPVLE Bchaoney  Basvrsmuiee' of Danff, Captain Georcy
r MW arsos] will be on the Derth at Newcastle in a few
days, and will take in Goods for Banfl and surrounding
district,
Apply to Messrs AL PPankm & Coy, Newceastle; or here to
A. WATSON.

Baxwr, 7th July 1836,
Banffshire Journal and General Adverti§&rJuly 1856
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Banffshire (1855). (Continued).

Vessel Name(s) Banffshire.

Schooner2 masts, 1 deckprobablya squarestern, and a standin:
bowsprit.

4" May 1855.

Mr AlexanderWatson & Co, Banff. (Gas manager, Banff).
Registered Port JElli# Official No.210430.

85 tons N.M (136 tons O.M.).
79feet (24.08n).

19.9feet (6.07m).

10.4feet (3.17m).

Wood, carvel construction.
Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claa4
IB¢ Iron Bolts.

OlislifTrelzlilelal 1855 /1861:Master. CaptainGeorgeWatson.
1861: Owner still AlexanderWatson, Banff (LRS).
1860:RS O 2 NR S RSrpis6Ux, Jome{ repaird 860

Bliiss siecgese . 1864 29 December She waslost on passage from Dantzimow
Lost Gdansk, Polandd Hartlepool with a cargo of wheaOut of a crew of
six,only the mate and a bogurvived.

See below for Press article.

“BAxFrsuIine,” witha C

HOUSEHOLD SUNDERLAND G0
be Sold for Cash at a very moderate Price.

A. WATSON

Banffshire Journal and General Advertid@&" August 1857.
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Banffshire (1855). (Continued).

1864, 29 January:TheAberdeen People's Journaported as followstAbandonment of the
SchoonetBanffshir€® Loss Lifer Accurate intelligence was last week received in Banff
concerning the abandonment the schoof@anffshireQwhile on a voyage from Dantzic to
Hartlepool with a cargo of wheafl'he'BanffshireQunder the command of Captain Watson,

of Banff, and with four men ara@boyon board, sailed from the Baltic on the28lovember

last. On the fourth night after the vessel left the port, she was engulfiyesl sea which
carried death and destruction in its boso.KS o60Aff 2¢ &a6SLI (GKS @
stern, carrying to a watery grave three of the brave men that formed her cidwe. matehad

been doing duty at the wheel, and is believed to have been saved by getting entangled in th
gearing attached to the main boom; and the boy was some unaccountable means also savet
On again reaching his position, the mate with difficulty got the cabin opened, so that the
captain was able to get on decklhe pumps were then soundedhe ship was found to
contain a good deal of water, and wksbouring so heavily that it seemed almost impossible
she could much longer keep afloatvith hope all but dead, the captain set to work at one
pump, and the mate aideldy the boy at the other.In this manner they wrought for about
twenty minutes, when the captain fell on the deck utterly exhausted and unable raise himself
About six o'clock on the Friday afternoon, Captain Watson died, never having rallied since h
fell down at the pumpThe mate and boy remained alone on deck during the succeedirig nigh
In the morning the weather had slightly abated, and a vessel hove in sight. She proved to
a Danish ship, bound for Christiansand, and by her captain's orders the two survivors out c
the crew of theBanffshireQvere safely landed at that port, and have since arrived at their
homes. The mate, Mr William Lovie, who resides in Macduff, states that the captain of the
vessel by which they were rescued did all that kindness could suggest to alleviate the suffering
of himself and his companion, who begs to Peterhead.Of the men who were thus
unfortunately lost off théBanffshireQone belonged to Whitehills, one to Peterhead, and the
other to Dundee. Captain Watson leaves a widow and six young children to lament his loss.
Banffshire Journa.
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Countess of Seafiel856).

She was bilt for trade with the Baltic carrying general
cargo. Laterused as a coastat Shield41882)

She was named after Caroline Stuart, Countess
Seafield (30 June1830 to &' October 1911), styled The
Countess Dowager from 1884 to 1910n 30" July 1853
her husband John Charles succeeded his father as Ea
Seafield and Chief of the Cl&rant,and she became
Countess of Seafield.

Caroline Stuart, Countess of
Seafield.

Vessel Name(s) Countess of Seafield.
Brig 2 masts, 1 deckyrobablyasquarestern, and a standing bowspri

Rig

7" May 1856.

Watson and Co.Banff.

Banft Official No.:10459
157 tons.

95 feet (28.9am).

23.1.feet (7.04m).

13feet (3.96m).

Construction Wood, carvel constructionBritish andBalticOak, larchand fir. Part
Iron bolts. Fir treenails.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Class 7Al.

LRSSurveyorg William Wallis.

K.N.P.F

1864: 5A1.

@iigldlielipzlilelgs 1856:MasterJamesWatt.

1865/ 1868: Owned by Paterson and Co., Banfhyaster J. Hodge
By 1870:0wned by Henry Munro, Banff.

By 1880 1890: Owned by Angus Mackenzigverness.

1882 Rigged as &rigantine(LRS).

By 1892:0wned by Norwegian owners.

Date Scrappecd vl alel7h
Lost
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Countess of Seafield (1856{Continued).

1879 239 December:The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiser reported as follows:
G{/ 1 hhb9w 5¢HW!{lCO@EMNRIE Y2NYyAy3IAZ | o2dzi y
W/ 2 dzy (0 S & a, ofgnverngsS, with/a &fg&RdDstones from the Moray Firth for Newcastle,
was off Buchanness, and the wind blowing very sevéiaty the Southand while in the act

of changing her course, her foremast was carried away, brirfggngnainmast along with it.

She was observed from tishore, and one of the tug boats, goiongt to her assistange
brought her safely into the harbolretween two and three in the afternoon. It is said that
GKS alft@glr3asS OtFAYSRI 2NJ oFNABFAYSR FT2NJ oST¥F

Lady Abercromby (1857).

She was built as a coaster to cargngral cargcspecifically for trade along theast coast
Described in Lloyds Register as a Bewdfter.

1857, 18 January: The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiseported as follows:
OBANFF~ LAUNCH OE ¢ 1 9 [ ! 5, I . 19 Wdstertlag, .shodh¢ after noon, the
schooner being constructed here by our enterprising buiMedohn Watsonwas launched

from his yard, under the most auspicious circumstances. The day was exceedingly fine, at
preparations were made in ample time to catch the highest flow of the tide. A great number
of people had assembled on the quays to witness the pdiecgge, while many others, in
groups, took advantage of a view from the Braeheads. Driving of wedges, withdrawing of
temporary supports, and labreliminaries arranged, and arranged securely by the busy
workment a I KA @S 2 Enddr jh&ksigeinteidénce Mr Watson, the signal was
given byMr W., the rope snapped, the ceremony of christening performed by Mrs Dallas,
Macduff, and at the very instant the vessel was receiving the naiggtoK S [  R& | 6 S|
away it glided with the utmost exactness and grace, cheers arising on all sides, which-were re
echoed several times, alternately from the ship, and from the quays, additional maintiesta
being given in universal waving of hats and bonnetie vessel is an exceedingly smart
schooner of 56 tons register N.M. and 100 tons O.M., owned HieB2dlllas, Macduff, and
intended for a general trade on the eastern coast, hailing from Macdlffseem to agree

that the architecture is the be#r Watsonhas yet accomplished, a further carrying out of

the improved model tried on thé 2 dzy 0 S & & 2ofie of tRellaBtisifs Ruiltdavir
Watson, the structure of which has been very highly approvdthe material, believe, is
excellentt larch and oak from the Forglen plantations, the property of the worthy Baronet,
the name of whose no less worthy lady the good ship will bear, fortune favourable, over man
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Lady Abercromby (1857)(Continued).

a rolling billow. On the stern, above the name, the arms of the Forglen family are beautifully
painted, and the elegant execution of this little piece of workmanship does credit to the skill
of the painter, Mr C. InnesThe new schooner is to be commanded by Captain Yell, late of the
"Mary"2 ¥ al ORdzZFFZ Fy20KSNJ 2F . FAfAS 5FfftlaqQs
becoming rather numeroust & F2dzNJ 2 QOf 201 = aNJ 5 fftla Sy
dinner in the Fife Arms Hotel, Banff. In the dutiethe chair he was supported/ FProvost
Cruickshank, Macduff; Mr Wood, Mr Adam, and Mr Coutts, Banff; Bailie McEarchen, Macduf
T Captain McDonald acting as croupierNJ a I N&EKI f £t Qa SEOStt Sy i ¢
the company enjoyed a wepleasant evening, drinking heartily to the usual loyal toasts
proposed from the chair, and a flowing bumper with the greatest enthusiasm, to the succes:
of the new ship, The Lady AbaNR2 Y ogivénéy Captain McDonald, and acknowledged by
Mr Dallas. Among he other toasts were James Duff, Esq., M.P., from the chair; George S.
Duff. Esq., M.P., by the croupier; Sir George S. Abercromby, and Lady Abercromby
succession, by Mr Adam; the EafrlFafe, Mr Wood; the Earl of Sezd, by Mr Coutts; the
Provost and Magistrates of Banff and Macduff; the Chairman; the Croupier; Mrs Ddilas;
Watson, builder; Railway Communication; the Shipping Interest: the Town and Trade fof Banf
and of Macduff; Captain Yell (T KS [ | Ré | &&8NIONRP Yo e I ¢

1857, 20" January:TheBanffshire Journal and General Advertisgported as followsdThe
SCHOONER|[ ! 5, | . 9'wr/ @rhthe njght of Monday weelg NJ 2 | (ishipy Q2
carpenters here, with their friends and sweethearts, had, usual, a ball on the occasion of th
launchoth ¢ KS [ | R& | Théy MapiR tfi@mdedvés right merrily until an advanced
K2dzNJ GKS F2ftft2¢6Ay3 Y2NYyAy3Io {0 W2KyQa |
hung round with an elegant set of colours presented to the new ship by Lady Abercromby c
Forglen, who alsaye believe, sent handsome donation to defray the expenses of the ball.
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Lady Abercromby (1857). (Continued)

Vessel Name(s) | Lady Abercromby.

Rig Schooner2 masts, 1 deckprobablya squarestern, and a standin
bowsprit.

Launch Date 12" January 1857.

Owner(s) Baillie AexanderDallas,Bantf.

Registered Port | Banft Official No.unknown

GRT 56tons, NM. (10ons OM). 95tons deadweight

Length 65feet, 3inches 19.89n).

Breadth 18feet, 3inches §.56m).

Depth 8 feet, 9 incheg2.67m).

Construction Wood, carvel constructionLarch andBaltic oak, yellow pine decks
andpart iron bolts.

Figurehead Unknown.

(On her stern, above the name, the arms of Abercromby of Fol
were painted).
Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claas.
X Built under Special Survey.
LRS SurveyarWilliam Wallis.
Other information | 1857:Master, AchibaldYell.
By 1861 0wned byF. Robertson and registered at Peterhead. (LR)
Date Scrapped | Unknown.
Lost

k1|Lady Aber- "'Ki'ﬂn | 56(Banff
cromby Sr ptl.\B. ~r ILA&O,
Lloyds Rgister entry 1857.

1857

A. Dallas IMaed’llenﬂCoasterl 7|A'i
- R 1

Woodbine(1857).

She was built to carryegeral carg@and wasat the time of her launclthe largest vessel built
in Banff,and still is.She is known to have traded from London tooal@ay(South Africa)at
least between 1861 and 186@th CaptainJamedNilson

1857, 11" August:TheBanffshire Journal and General Advertisorted as followséBANFF

- LAUNCH OF THE "WOODBINHEt Watson, shipbuilder here, took advantage of the tide
2y {FGdzZNRIFe& Y2NYyAy3a tLad a2 SIENIe& Fa (o2
time constructing. Though the weather was bad, even at that rather unseasonable hour, there
was a considerable concourse of spectators.
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Woodbine (1857) (Continued).

The launch went off beautifully, the ceremony christening being performed by Mr James
Paterson, jun., son of Captain Paterson, who is to be managing owAresther principal
owner is Mr Bartlet, Banff Brewery. The vessel is a barque of 330 tondi.Mrgest ever

built in Banff. She has the famous clipper bow, and altogether her shape satisfies to the
utmost the most competent judges of naval architecture. As a proof of her superiority in
materials and workmanship, it is sufficient say that shesdadA1 at Lloyds for 8 years. The
commander of the vessel is to be Mr James Wilson, lately captain bfth& 2 Sof BaBf é

¢ KS dzadzrf RAYYSN) (221 LIXIOS ftlad FFAaSNy2
assembled, partook of a substantial and elegant repast, furnished by Mr Marshall, and
enjoyed the evening very pleasantly, drinking amid numerous othesstdask and prosperity
totheh 2 2 2 R0 Xhg Ship Larpenters with their friends and sweethearts had their usual
ball in the evening inB W2 Ky Qa al a2y [2R3IS> (SSLAyYy3 A
heartily and harmoniousls.

Vessel Name(s) | Woodbine

Rig Barque 3 masts, 2 decks, probably a round stern, and a standir
bowsprit.

Launch Date 8" August1857.

Owner(s) Mr JamesPaterson, jun(managing owner), another principal own
was Mr Bartlet, Banff Brewery.

Registered Port | Banft Official No.unknown

GRT 330tons OM.

Length 114feet (34.75m).

Breadth 25.2feet (7.68m).

Depth 15feet (4.57m).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Ci&ssL
»X Built under Special Survey.
LRS SurveyarWilliam Wallis.

Other information | 1857 /1863: Master AmesWilson.

Date Scrapped | Unknown.

Lost

1857, & October: The Banffshire Journal reported as followist K S 2 2 2t Rih\ngv & £
Banff vesseld ¢ KS 2 2 2oRwhighyg&vE & short account in our last, sailed in ballast on
Saturday for Newcastle. On her departure from our harbour, she was followed by the cheer
of a large concourse of spectators. She looked remarkably well in the water, and promise:
weunded 0 I YRY G2 06S F NBIdzZ I NI Of A LILISNIb¢
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The Lady Gordon Cumming (1858).

She was built to carryegeral cargand is known to haveaded at the Baltic

1858, ' June:TheBanffshire Journal and General Advertisgported as followsdLAUNCH

T On Friday lastMr Watson launched a fine schooner from his buildyayd here, for Mr
Calder of Findhorn. The tides were low, yet the vessel went off beautifully. A large number
spectators congregated to see the new denizen of the deep set afloat, and the usual rounds
cheering were given with great enthusiasm. The ceremony of christening was performed by
Miss Watson, daughter of the builder, the name given béitgKk S [ | R& D2 NR2 Y
number of friends dined with Mr Calder in the afternaorCaptain McDonald in the chair,
and the workmen hail a merry ball in the evening. The new schooner, which measures 12
new new tons, and 189 old, and the framwerk of which almost wholly of oak, classes Al at
[f 28 RQ& T2N) aS@OSy anexcéldntmodel worthy & NJ ¢ t dvwel8 K Q&
established reputation as a buildeA good proof of the charactef his vessels is to be found

in the fact that this is thé¢hird vessel in succession which ®&lder has ordered from hign

VesseName(s) | The Lady Gordon Cumming.

Rig Schooner,2 masts, 1 deckprobablya squarestern, and a standin
bowsprit.

Launch Date 28" May 1858.

Owner(s) Mr James CaldefFindhorn.

Registered Port | Inverness Official No.unknown.

GRT 120tons N.N.M. 189 tons O.M.

Length 90feet (27.43m).

Breadth 22feet (6.71m).

Depth 11feet, 1 inch(3.38M).

Construction Wood, carvel constructignmostly British, Balticand Americanoak,
anddecks of yellovpine.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claas

LRS Surveyor: William Wallis.

Other information | 1858:Master¢ JohnWright.

1864:0wned by J. Simpspmaster Ironside

Date Scrapped | 1865 18" October:On passage from Stetti(Prussiafo Leithwith a
Lost cargo of wheat, she stranded at Old Hellisaaplprox. 12 miles east ¢
ChristiansandNorway)and became a total wreckAll hands were
saved. Master Captain Ironside(Registered at Banff).
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Perseverance (1860).
She was bilt speculativelyand appears to have taken many months to find herself an owner.

She was built to carry general cargo, and is known to have tradgairdf, Glasgow; Marseilles
(France) and the Baltic.

For Sale,

VESSEL of the following dimensions,
Vizd. :—96 feet Keel, 100 feet upon Deck, 24 feet
Beam, 13 feet, 7 inches, Depth, Copper fastened to the

= W \ ‘y e
Ly Walls: Hall P'oop. Bailt under Special Survey to class
P Years A 1 at Lloyds, Registered Tonmage, 1% N.N.M.. 470 O, M.,
will carry 540 Tons dead weight, and expected to Sail very Fast.

Apply to
JOHN WATSON]
Bani] 25th May 1850,

Advertisemenbf vessel for sale Banffshire Journal and General Adve@&&August 1859

1860, 28 February:TheBanffshire Journal and General Advertissgorted as followsdShip

for Sale the Port of Banff. Upon Friday tHed@y of March next, there will be Sold, by Public
Roup, within the FIFE ARMS HOTEL, Banff, at One o'clock afternoon. A VESSEL on the S
and ready for launching, built under special survey, to class 7 years Al at Megdsires 96

feet Keel, 100 feet on Deck, 24 feet Beam, and depth of Hold, 13 feet 4 inches. Register
tonnage, 126 N.N M. and 270 O.M. The Vessel is built of tigebest materials. Copper
fastened to the Walls. Haffoop, expected to sail fast, and will carry about 360s dead
weight. Further particulars may be learned on application to the Builddm Watsonin
whose hands will be seen an Inventory of the Ship and stores. The Vessel can either be f
with Hull and Spars, or Rigged ready for sea.

GEO. REBURN. Auctioneer.
Banff, 29" February 1866@.

1860, 10" April: TheBanffshire Journal and General Advertisgported as followséBANFF
LAUNCH: A fine vessel, in the construction of whidn Watson, builder, Banff, has been
engaged for sometime, was launched from his builgiagl on Saturday last. There was an
excellent tide, and the ship, the large@dt Watson has ever built upon the stocks, went off
beautifully. Its majestic sweep into the basin was seen to the highest advantage by a large
concourse of spectators, between whom and the carpenters and others on deck, the
interchange of cheering was most entrastic. Miss Adam, daughter ofrévost Adam, had

the honour of christening the vessel. The nanteisS NA S @r&iNde yess8l & to be, we
learn, the'Perseverancedf Aberdeen, that being the port the ship is to hail from. It was
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Stanley Bruce 2®BV1

Perseverance (1860(Continued).

bought by Mr John Adam, broker, Aberdeen (son of Provost Adam, Banff), for a company ¢
owners partly in Aberdeen and partly in Banff, at a cost, we believe, of £2,300. The ship |

nearly completed.It will be ready for sea, it is expected, by tieol May, and is to proceed

at once to ArchangelThe registered tonnage is 196 N.N.M. and 270 O.M., and it is expected
that the vessel will carry 360 tons dead weight. The ship, when once afloat, was scanned wit
the greatest minuteness; and as to its appaae on the water, the unanimous verdict was,

that it looked excellent that it was quite a model in shape, and wds Watson'sgreatest
success yet, in haval architectdré

Vessel Name(s)

Perseverance.

Rig

Brig 2 masss, 1 deck,a halfpoop deckprobably a square stern, and
running bowsprit.

Launch Date 7 April 1860.

Owner(s) John Adam broker, Aberdeen.

Registered Port | Aberdeen Official No.unknown

GRT 196tons.N.N.M. 270 tons O.M. 360 tons deadweight.

Length 100feet (30.48M). 96feet (29.26M) at the keel).

Breadth 24feet (7.32m).

Depth 13feet, 4 incheg4.0Gm).

Construction Wood, carvel constructionLarch, English and Baltic oakellow and
red pine.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification

Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claas.
X Built under Special Survey.
LRS Surveyor: William Wallis.

Other information

Build cost £2,300 (£286,000 in 2020)Master: A. Beattie.

Date Scrapped
Lost

1867: Reported sankn the White Sea (NW RussiajJohn o' Groa
Journal, 18 July 1867).
Her crew was reported as savédundee Advertiserlst July 1867.

1867, 3 July. The Aberdeen Press and Journal reportedaoshipping disaster in the White

Sea caused by masses of ice being carried down the Dandaother ivers. Among thelong
list of casualtiesof possibly as much as one hundred vesselghe ice was the brig
Wt S NE S QI9Abnyg)ddAberdeen owned byMessrs J. BAdam & Co., Marischal Street

master¢ Captain Findlay Two steamers were despatched to the relief of the shipwrecked

crews, both carrying provisions etc. for 500 men for one month each.
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Brick (1860).

She was built as a coaster to carry general cargbisdescribed in Lloyds Bister as a Banff
Coaster.She carried cdao Blackpots Harbour, Whitdls to the tile and brick work$ence
the name.

1860, 4" December:The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiseported as follows:
ALAUNCH AT BANRF.On Tuesday last, there was launched from the building yaMrof
John Watsona fine clipper smack of 37 tons register, and which will class 7 years Al at Lloyds
The vessel is named thgrick.! Her length is 56 feet keel; breadth of beam, 16 feet; depth of
hold, 7feet{ KS A& SELISOGSR (2 OF NNEB T1otradé Beyivéen U R ¢
Dunbar and London, during the wintemd carrying coals for Blackpots and Cullodentile
works during the summer.She is owned by Mr Wm. Brodie, brick and-rkker. A
considerable number of people collected to witness the lawh¢he vessel, which is no less
creditable to the builder, than it promises to be remunerative to the owiddre vessel is

commanded by Captain Shéils.

Vessel Name(s) | Brick.

Rig Snack 1 mast, 1 deck,probably a square stern, and arunning
bowsprit.

Launch Date 27" November 1860.

Owner(s) Mr William Brodig brick and tilemaker, Dunbar.

Registered Port | Leith Official No.28754

GRT 37tons.

Length 60.5 feet (18.44m). 5S6feet (17.07m) at the keel).

Breadth 15.5feet (4.72m).

Depth 7.1feet (2.16m).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claas.

LRS Surveyor: William Wallis.

Other information | Master- Captain Sheils.

1865:Master A Wilson.

1865 17" March: LRS survey report gives her rig as a schooner.
Date Scrapped | Unknown.

Lost
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The Lily(1860).

Most of the vessels built bjohn Watsorwere schooners built to carry general cargo, b@& it
good to see that he built the yackthe[ A forepl@asuresailing.

1860, 12" June:TheBanffshire Journal and General Advertissgorted as followsoBANFF,

[ V) b/ hC /1t¢! Lb .aQBehyacht[whidd{as we! ldtely moticddy
Watson shipbuilderhere, has been for some time constructing for Captain McDonald, R.N.,
Commander of the Coast Guard, was launched yesterday. It has been built on the slip, ar
now, when finished (except the fitting up of the interior) looks a remarkably tidy little craft
Yesterdayit was very gay, displaying from its smagging no less than two full sets of navy
signals, a show of colours such as has seldom, if ever been unfurled in Banff harbour. T
ceremony of christeningras performed by miss Clara Woodham, daughtdrLieutenant
Woodham R.N. of the Coast Guard, and immediately after, CadizDonaldentertained all

in the woodyard to a flowing round of champagne, in which success ¢toK £ dad Keartily
drunk. The cradle of the slip, with the nepperschooner upon it, was then let down into
the harbour, amid the cheers of a great number of specttand the firing of cannon, the
Volunteer Artillerymen discharging a round of their big guns in honour of the gallant captain,
who has been very friendly to them in facilitating arrangements for their obtaining the use of
the battery. The vessel was pladwn at low water, in order that it might float when the tide
rose. Itisto godseaimmediately in order to prove that it does noklesnd then to be fitted

dzLJ AYAARSTEI |yR TFdzZfé FAYAAKSRO . dzA f RS NJ
burthené

Vessel Name(s) | The Lily.

Rig Yacht.

Launch Date 11" June 1860.

Owner(s) Captain McDonald.

Registered Port | N/A. Official No.N/A.

GRT 10/11tonso dzA t RSN & YSI adz2NBYSy (i @
Length Unknown.

Breadth Unknown.

Depth Unknown.

Construction Wood, carvel construction.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification N/A.

Other information | --

Date Scrapped | Unknown.

Lost
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Isa (1861).

She was built as a coaster to carmngral cargo, and is known to have traded &anff
Findhorn, Inverness, Montrose, Newcastle, Sunderland, Charlestown, Runcorn, \\agralyss
to the Baltic

1861, 29 July:TheBanffshire Journal and General Advertisgported as followséLAUNCH

AT BANFR. On Tuesday last, there was launched from the builgtargl ofMr John Watson,
AKALIWOddZAf RSNE . FYFTFS | FAYS &d0K22ySNJ 27F
pleasant, there was a great concourse of spectators, who were much interested in the variou
preliminary arrangements the driving of the wedges, the removing of the shores, the
arrangement of the cheetope,etc. As the various props were removed, and the vessel lay
poised in a position showing a disposition to vibrate at the slightest force, the interest
increased in Intensity, and burst forth in a shout as the rope gut and the huge frame
throbbed in its newborn freedom, aral NJ 2 | { yo@ngeSt &aughter, Miss Rachael,
advancing, greeted the bows of the receding vessel with the customary vinous oblation, at th
same time declaring that the craft shall bear the namél df aThedsfouts multiplied as the
vessel sped down the ways, and gracefully dipped into thea titteee cheers welcoming her
advent to an element on which, we fervently hope, she may be profitable to her owner as he
style and workmanship arc creditable to the taste and skill of her builder. The owner is the
enterprising merchant, Mr James Calder, ré®r who has on several former occasions
purchase® | ( aszhghficraft, and whose frequent return argues satisfaction with former
investments. We hope soon to see him back again.
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Isa (1861)(Continued).

Vessel Name(s)

Isa.

Rig Schooner2 masts, 1 deck, squarestern, and a standing bowsprit.
Launch Date 25" June 1861.

Owner(s) Mr James Caldefrorres.

Registered Port | Findhorn Official No0.29229

GRT 86tonsN.M.

Length 76feet (23.16m).

Breadth 20feet (6.10m).

Depth 10.2feet (3.11m).

Construction Wood, carvel constructionBritish oak larch and red pine. Yellow pif
decks.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification

Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claad
LRS Surveyor: William Wallis.
Part Iron Bolts.

Other information

1861/ c1865:Master RPbert Storm

c1867:0wned by George Barron, Nairn.

1874:0wned by George Barron, aiMbaster¢ A Chigolm, registered
at Inverness.

By 1889 Owned by Hugh Williams Moelfre, Anglese®/ales,and
registered atinverness.

Date Scrapped
Lost

1889, 229 December:She was wrecked when she went ashore
Dulas Rocks, Amlwch on passage from Charleston for Runcorn,
cargo of China claynaster Williams All hands were saved.
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Sir Robert Caldef1862).

She was built to carry general cargo and is known to have tradeBaaff, Findhorn,
Aberdeen and theBaltic. She was named after Admiral Sir Robert Calder (1745 to 1184.8),
was born in Elgin. In the British navy he had a distinguished career and servedevtre
Years' War, the American Revolutionary War, the French

Revolutionary Wars and thigapoleonic Wars.

1862, 14' October: TheBanffshire Journal and General
Advertiserreported as followsdLAUNCH AT BANRF.

On Thursday last, there was launched from the stocks i
the building yard oMr Watson, shipbuilder here, a very
handsome clippebuilt threemasted schooner, named
'Sir Robert Caldefafter the weltknown ViceAdmiral of

the White, Sir Robert Calder, a native of Elgm who in

life size and full uniform is represented by the figurehead
of this vessel. This schooner is built of the very best
materials, and measures Keel, 92 feet; depth of hold,
11 feet 4 inches; breadth of beam, 23 feet 8 inches;—
tonnage, 160 N.M or 2460Id, and will carry 300 tons. AdmiralSir Robert Calder (17451
She has been built for Mr Calder, shipowner, Findhorr;il,818) by Lemuel Francis Abbott

and reflects great credit on the build&r Watson. She is to be commanded by Captain John
Wright, late of theW[ I R& D2 NR 2 {fhe teteMonk of shiidlemjnvas gracefully
performed by Mrs Wright, the captain's lady, and the vessel left the slip and dashed into he
future element in firstate style amid the cheers and best wishes for her future success of a
large multitude of people who had assembled to #se launch. The owner, Mr Calder,
Captain Wright, Mr Watson, the Lloyd's Agent, and a few other gentlemen dined together
after the launch, drank success to tH&{ A NJ w2 oSNNIl VIR t RISy G |
afternoon. 'Sir RobertCaldet is intended fothe Baltic trade, and so highly has her build and
workmanship been approved of, that we understand Mr Watson is about to lay another keel
10 feet longer for one of these threeasters for Mr Adam, Aberdeén.

1862, 1% October: The Forres Elgin antNairn Gazette, Northern Review and Advertiser
reported as followsd At one o'clock, Mrs Wright, the captain's wife, took her place ready to
perform the usual ceremony of christening, as it is technically caledast all being in
readiness, the ropes were cut, and the "good ship" slid gracefully into the water, amid hearty
cheers of the surrounding spectatoré& pleasing peculiarity in this launch was the quiet
manner in which it was gone abouthere was an entire absence of alcoholic durksew
feature which cannot on such occasions be too highly commehéled

78



John Watson, ShipbuildeiVhitehills and Banff1830 to 1879.

Stanley Bruce 2@®V1

Sir Robert Calder (1862). (Continued).

Vessel Name(s)

Sir Robert Calder

Rig

Schooner3 masts, 1 deckprobablya squarestern, and a standin
bowsprit.

Launch Date

9" October 1862.

Owner(s)

James CaldeFyfe Placd-orres, Morayshire.

Registered Port

Findhorn Official No.Unknown

GRT

160 tons N.M. 446 tons O/M.).

Length 92feet (28.04m).

Breadth 23feet, 8inches 7.21m).

Depth 11feet, 4 incheg3.45m).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.Darnawayoak (British) Bdtic oak, elm,
larch, red pine& yellow pine.

Figurehead Full size figure depicting Sir Robert Caldduihuniform.

Classification

Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claad
LRSSurveyor: William Wallis.

Other information

1862:Master¢ John Wright.

Date Scrapped |
Lost

1867, 16" April: The Dundee Couriereported as follows:0A
FINDHORN SCHOONER MIS&IR@vices from Londonderry, dats
11" April state that the threamasted schooneiir Robert Cald&p
Captain Wright of Findhorn, which sailed from Queenstown for t
portonthe 1%ult.hr R y24 aAyO0S 0SSy KS
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Earl of Fife (1863).

Shewas built to carry general cargo and is known to have tradedrahangeland the
Mediterranean She wasprobably namedafter James Duff, s Earl Fi¢ (1814 to 1879 who
resided at Duff House, Banff amésthe Earl Fife at the time.

1863, 2% April: TheBanffshire Journal and General Advertisgported as followsdLAUNCH

There was launched at Banff, upon Saturday last, from the buildird)ofMr John Watson a

fine threeY 84 SR Of ALIWISNI d40K22ySNE 2F onn {2y
measurement.There was a great crowd of onlookers, and everything being duly arranged, at a
given signal, the ceremony of ‘christerivgas duly performed by Miss Margaret Adam, the
youngest daughter of the owner, who named the vesseltt®el NI TPh@W 9G ANE Sis#@® C
large frame, classed for seven years, and is inyevay a handsome vessel, doing great credit to
the builder Mr Watson, and giving indeed such satisfaction to Mr Adam that he has just arranged
with Mr Watson for laying down another vessel of the same model and size, the wood for whict
already lies alongside the buildiygrd. Thel 9 | NI is2o¥be ddrinfafded Capt. Angus, late
oftheWO A RStyaizZ U2y S 2F &NJ ! R YQa @SaasSftao
Vessel Name(s) | Earl of Fife.

Rig Schooner,3 masts, 1 deckprobably a square stern, and a standin
bowsprit.

Launch Date 18" April 1863.

Owner(s) Thomas AdamAberdeerand CaptainAlexanderAngusof Stonehaven.

Registered Port | Aberdeen Official No.45211

GRT 232tonsN.a @ bonn G2ya odzZAft RSNDa Y

Length 112feet (34.14m).

Breadth 25feet (7.62m).

Depth 14 feet (4.27m).

Construction Wood, carvel constructionWoodis said to have come from the Hill

Montcoffer, perhaps larch as stated on the LRS survey report which
states Baltic oak, elmed and yellow pine.
1865:Her hull was sheathed ielt and yellow metal.
Figurehead Unknown.
Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claa&

X Built under Special Survey.
LRS Surveyor: William Wallis.
Other information | ----
Date Scrapped /1867 17" June:She was lostvith other many otherBritish vesselsfter
Lost being beset in thace in northern Russiapproximately 12 miles fron
Sosovet Island on the Western shore of the Whiea. All hands were
saved Fifty vessels were losf which 18 were British. The steamers
Wa 2 y i Sdnd®. I (5 weRekh@rtered by the British Government
rescue thel31survivors.
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Deveronside (1864).

She was built to carry general cargo an#nown tohave traded at_eith,ShieldsNewcastle,
Liverpool,Lowestoft,London,Falmouth,Portland, Waterford, GravesendGibraltar, Genoa
(Italy), Venice(ltaly), Napleg(Italy), Tunis(ltaly), Licatg(Italy), Palermo(ltaly), Leghorn(ltaly),

Alexandria(Egypt) Girgenti(ltaly), OdessalUkraine) New York(USA) Philadelphia(USA)
Vadsoe(Norway) Cronstadt(Russia)Riga(Russia, now Latviaand ArchangelRussia)she

wasseldom seen at Banff

1864, 18" February: The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiseported as follows:
OGADDITION TO BANFF TONNAGBN Tuesday last, there was launched from the building
yard ofMr Watsona fine threemasted schooner. The vessel is nameditiieS @S NBnd & A R
the ceremony of naming the vessel was very tastefully performed Mrs Dr Clayton, daughter c
Provost Adam, the principal owner. TBeveronsideis a vessel of 320 tons O.M., and 235
tons N.M., and does infinite credit to the skill and workmanship of her builder. She is to be
commanded by Captain Mutch, and is designed for the Baltic and Mediterranean gérades.

Vessel Name(s) | Deveronside.

Rig Schooner3 masts, 1 deckprobablya squarestern, and a standin
bowsprit.

Launch Date 9" Februaryl1864.

Owner(s) ProvostThomasAdam (principal owney.

Registered Port | Banft Official No.Unknown

GRT 235 tons.

Length 109feet (33.22M).

Breadth 25feet (7.62m).

Depth 14feet (4.27m).

Construction Wood, carvel constructionScotch fir,andred pine. Decks yellow
pine. Her hull was sheathed in felt and yellow metal.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claad Part Iron Bolts.

LRS Surveyor: Williawiallis.

Other information | Master. CaptainJohnMutch of Newburgh.

1868:At the Yarmouth Roadbe shipW/ dzY 6 S (946 kogSRHMains
partedin strong windsandcollided withthe W5 S @S N2 Yy & A R
1868 /1869:Master¢ Mutch.
Date Scrapped /| Unknown

Lost

1864, 10" December:The Aberdeen People's Journa¢ported as followst ¢ KS & OK 2
\Peveronsid@of Banff, Captain Mutch, has been upon the Shipwash Sands at Lowestoft. Th
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vessel floated off, but, as she was making some water, she was towed into Lowestoft harbou
The cargo is being discharged, in order to have the vesseppuK S af A LJ F2NJ y S

Matilda Calder (1864).
She was built to carryegeral carg@andis known tohave traded athe Baltic.

1864, & September:The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiseported as follows:
ALAUNCHr On Thursday last, there was launched from the builgiengl ofMr John Watson

Banff, a threemasted schooner of 160 tons, measuring upon deck 106 feet; length of keel,
breadth of beam23 feet 8 inches; depth of hold, 11 feet 7 inches, nathed G A € Rl /
and classed 7 years Al at Lloyd$e ceremony of christening was performed by Miss Calder,
eldest daughter of the owner, James Calder, Findhorn. She is commanded by Captain Mast
and is for the Baltic tradé.

Vessel Name(s) | Matilda Calder.

Rig Schoonerprobably 3masts, 1 deckprobablya squarestern, and a
standing bowsprit.

Launch Date 15 September 1864.

Owner(s) James CaldefForres, Morayshire.

Registered Port | Inverness Official No.48607.

GRT 160tons.

Length 106feet (32.31m).

Breadth 23feet, 8inches 7.21m).

Depth 11feet, 7 incheg3.53m).

Construction Wood, carvel constructionEnglish oak, larch, Baltic oakd red pine
Decks of yellow pine.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of ShippinGlass: 7A1.

LRS Surveyor: William Wallis.

Other information | By 1880:0wned by John A. Johnson, Whitstable, Kent.

By 18®: Owned by George H. Gann, Whitstable, Kent.

By 1900:0Owned bythe Whitstable Salvage Cdimited,No.2 New
LondonStreet, London

Date Scrapped |/ 1909:Register closed, fate unknown.

Lost
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Olivia (1865).
She was built as a coaster to cargngral cargo

1865, ™ March: TheBanffshire Journal and Genersdvertiserreported as followsdLaunch

T On Tuesday, a handsome clipgehooner was launched from the yardMf Watson,
shipbuilder, Banff. The vessel, which is nameditihef AisZthasgser @at Lloyds for seven
years, and is of thimllowing dimensions: Length of keel, 68 feet; length of beam, 20 feet; and
depth of hold, 9:feet. TheWh f As@hk prdberty of Provost Cruickshank, Macduff, whose
lady the ceremony of christening the vessel was very gracetrigrmed. Mr Watson has,

we believe, in the berth vacated by theh  Alaifixhie Ee@l of a threenasted schooner, for

Mr Calder, FindhornThis is the seventh vessel whidhWatsonhas laid down for Caldér.

Vessel Name(s) | Olivia.

Rig Schooner2 masts, 1deck, asquarestern, anda standing bowsprit.
Launch Date 30" April 1865

Owner(s) Provost CruickshankMacduff.

Registered Port | Banft Official N0.69894

GRT 80tons.

Length 74feet (22.56m). 68 feet(20.73m)at her keel.

Breadth 20feet (6.10m).

Depth 9 feet, 6 incheg2.90m).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claad

X Built under Special Survey.

A&CPANnchors and cables proved at a pulshachine.

LR Surveyor: William Wallis.

Other information | 1865:0wned by Cruickshanklescribed in LRS as a Banff Coaster.
1869:0wned byJ Mow.

1872:0wned byAlex. Robertson.

Date Scrapped | Unknown.

Lost
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John Watson, ShipbuildeiVhitehills and Banff1830 to 1879. Stanley Bruce 2®BV1
Isabella (1865).

She was built to carry general cargo for the Baltic and Mediterranean trade, and is also knowi
to have traded aBanff, AberdeenSunderlandand London

1865, 19' Augwst: The Huntly Express reported as follovis] ! | b/ | I.¢On ! b
Wednesday, at noon, there was launched from the ydriflr Watson, shipbuilder, Banff, a
clipper schooner of a very neat and substantial build. Miss Rachael Watson, younges
daughter of the builder, performed the ceremony of christening the véssed | ,anSfveiryl Q
graceful manner and in the presence of about 2000 spectators. PHe & | @lslddf | O
gracefully into her future element, amidst the cheers and well wishes of the spectators. Th
vessel measures 156 N.Heasurement her keel is 90 feet in length; breadth of beam, 23ft.

6 in.; and her depth of hold 1 ft. TheaVL & | i &ninddIbyJames Calder Esq., Forres, and is
the seventh vessel built by Mr Watson for this gentlem&e is intended for the Baltic and
Mediterraneantrade; and will be commanded b@aptain Nicolson, late master of the
W. {t2aa27YQ. ' yTT o

Vessel Name(s) | Isabelk.

Rig Schooner3 masts, 1deck, a square stern, aradstanding bowsprit.

Launch Date 16" August1865.

Owner(s) J. CalderForres.

Registered Port | Findhorn Official No.Unknown

GRT 186tons.OM 146 tons NM.

Lengthoverall 94 feet 8.659m). 90 feet €7.43n) keel length.

Breadth 23feet, 6 inches(7.16m).

Depth 11feet (3.35m).

Construction Wood, carvel constructionBaltic oak, larch, red pinégeck of yellow
pine.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Class 7Al.

X  Built under Special Survey.

A&CP: Anchors and cables proved at a public machine.
LR Surveyor: William Wallis.

Other information | Master¢ Nicolson.

1869:0wned by JT.Nicholsontrs).

1879:Master¢ Walker.

Date Scrapped | Unknown.

Lost
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John Watson, Shipbuildeihitehills and Banff1830 to 1879. Stanley Bruce 2@v1
Isabella (1865). (Continued).

1879, 24 November:] f 228 RQa [ A &l YNKILDAWIbSIRh I SHARERPH df 2HAE
Wi | Y1 ¢dImteecdllisionbetween these vessels theL & | ,@fBarf,\Walker, from
Banff for Sunderland (in ballast), lostgdom, cutwater, figurehead, anchor and 75 fathoms

chain, and sustained other considerable dange

Banff Harbour with Patent Sllp |nthe foreground c1900. (hotographer unknown).

Note the barrel®f salt herringon theOld North @z &€ Yy R 2y a O5 Byay)tf RQ
ready forexport many of which at this period were transported to the Baltic.

Possibly darlan on the central quay where the herring would have been gutted.

Threeoff 2-mastedschooners berthed at the Lighthouse Quay R 2y S | i a 05 2
similar tothose built at Banff byohn Watson.

Several small hang sailboats berthed.

85



John Watson, ShipbuildeiVhitehills and Banff1830 to 1879. Stanley Bruce 2®BV1
Fairwind (1866).
She was built to carry general cargo as#nown tohave tradedWallsend andat the Baltic.

1866, &' March: TheBanffshire Journal and General Advertisggorted as followsdLAUNCH

AT BANFFt On Saturday forenoon, a beautiful clipper schooner was launched from the
shipbuilding yard adohn WatsonBanff. The vesselis nanfédC | A NiidAis Padds N.N.M.
The dimensions arelength of keel, 80 feet;, beam, Zifeet; depth of hold, 10 feet. The
'Fairwind' is considered one of the finest models that ever was launched at Eatméfhas a
regular clipper bow, and is in every respect a handsomely finishedBbgides being a fast
sailor, she will carry a large cargo for her siZEhe ceremony of naming the vessel was
performed by Mrs Storm, wife of the captain, and th€ I A NdbKitlyeRvéxer in beautiful
style. Mr Watson, the builder, and others in Banff are the proprietors of the vessel, which will
be commanded by Captain Storm, late of thames'of Lossiemouth, and be engaged
principally in the Baltic tradé.

Vessel Name(s) | Fairwind.

Rig Schooner,2 masts, 1 deckprobablya squarestern, and a standin
bowsprit.

Launch Date 3@ March 1866.

Owner(s) Alexander WatsonBanff.

Registered Port | Banft Official No.Unknown

GRT 96tons.

Length 98.3feet (29.96m). (80 feet(24.38n) at her keel).

Breadth 23.6feet (7.19m).

Depth 11.1feet (3.38M).

Construction Wood, carvel constructionScotch fir spruce Baltic oak, elmand red
pine.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claa4

LRS Surveyor: William Wallis.

A&CP: anchors and cables proved at a public machine.

[.B: Iron bolts.

Other information | 1868:Master R. Stormcrs).

1875 1% JanuaryThe Dundee Courier reported that tNéC | A N9&
tons)of Cullenwas now registered at Arbroath.

1877:Master- Allan.

1878:Master¢ Cartwright.

Date Scrapped /| Unknown.

Lost
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John Watson, ShipbuildeiVhitehills and Banff1830 to 1879. Stanley Bruce 2®BV1
Fairwind (1866). (Continued).

) SHEIPS FOR SALER.
' | Upon WEDNESDAY the 17th dsy of February at, there will
i be Bold, by Public Roup, the Town-Hazx, M

LL and Whole the First-class Clipper
sently Iying in the Harbour of Meedatt: Do Pre-
Th ° Falrwi

o nd’is of the T of |
98 ereby, is an cxcellent Sea- Sails fast, and
shifts without ballast. Her Sails, Masts, M&M .
Running are of the best materials, and in goed . '

There mgyl’ﬂm B-?u%un of Mr |
John Watson] Shi Banff, s SCHOO ready foe | |
Launching) st bis Bhi Yard, Banfl, of abows 140 |

| er information will be given as to either of the enid Vessels
by the sald JouN (Wawson! v g S
- Bals to commence at Twelve o’clock Neon.
GEO. REBURN, Auctioncer.
Banff, 1st Feb. 1869,

WC I A NBR SARERdvertisemeaunffshire Journal and General Advertistuesday 9
and 16" February 1869.

Mayflower (1866).

She was built to carry general cargo, intended for the Baltic trade, and is known to have tradec
at Hull, Maryport, St JohngNewfoundland) CadizPortugal) ValparaisqBrazil) and to St
Petersburg (Russiagported asthe 24" vessel launched bjohn Watsorat Banff Harbour.

1866, 17 April: TheBanffshire Journal and General Advertissported as followsdLAUNCH.
T A fine threemasted schooner was launched from the buildyagd of Mr Watson, Banff,
on Saturday forenoon in presence of large number of spectaldrs.schooneis named the
Wa | & F faddah® dEkemony of christening was performed by Miss Smith, daughter of the
owner and commandetr Captain George Smith, Portsoy, late of thavl v S JThéA i K
Ual &7 fseemes dALIdst a little reluctant with the shore, but, once started, she glided down
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John Watson, ShipbuildeiVhitehills and Banff1830 to 1879.
Mayflower (1866).(Continued).

AN} OSTdzf fes Fa GKS &aleAy3a AaT WAYyOG2 KSNI 3
of the spectators, which was responded to those on boale dimensions of this handsome
schooner ara length of keel, 100 feebreadth of beam, Z&feet; depth of hold, 12 feet 8
inches.¢ KS o6dzAf RSNR&a YSIadaNBYSyd A& wmyH (2vya
carry about 360 tons of cargo. THea | & T fiszindeSdéddio be employed in the foreign
trade. She is of very strong build, of smartlioe, and when fairly finished, will have a very
fine appearance. This, we believe, is now abouR#ievessethat Mr Watsonhas launched

from the same yard, in the course of his shipbuilding career, which has extended over a peric
of somel7 years TheQa I & ¥ fiszhé SiNiWithin the past twelvemonth; he has another
getting into frame; and it is to be hoped he will go on increasig. observe also that there

are two vessels far advancedanNJ D S RuRding @, and one of them is expected to be
ready for launching some time next month, so that, altogether, Banff is doing a considerable
business in the shipbuilditige £

Stanley Bruce 2®BV1

Vessel Name(s) | Mayflower.
Rig Schooner3 masts, 1 deckprobablya squarestern, and a standin
bowsprit.

Launch Date 14" April 1866.

Owner(s) Captain George SmitHPortsoy.
Registered Port | Banft Official N0.51327
GRT 182tons.NM.
Length 100feet (30.48M).
Breadth 23feet, 6inches {.16m).
Depth 12feet, 8 incheg3.89m).
Construction Wood, carvel construction.

Her hull was copper fastened.
Figurehead Unknown.

Classification

Lloyds Register of Shipping. Ciadas.

»I« Built under Special Survey.
A&CPANnchors and cables proved at a public machine.

Otherinformation

1869, M September:The Banffshire Journal and General Advert
reported as followsa X @ /i § & T il B\NiEn®embered, wa
fl dzyOKSR 0 . FyF¥ G2 &SI NBER |

Date Scrapped
Lost

1875 4" October:On passage from Cronstagit Petersburg, Russi
to Elsnore (now Helsingborg, Denmarkghe stranded on Hoeglarn
(aka Gogland)sland, Gulf of Finlandhe Baltic,and became a tota
loss.
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John Watson, ShipbuildeiVhitehills and Banff1830 to 1879. Stanley Bruce 2®BV1
Paragon (1866).
She was built to carry general cargatrade withthe Baltic.

1866, 17 July:TheBanffshire Journal and General Advertisgported as followsdLAUNCH

AT BANFR A very handsome clipper schooner was launched from theitgyard of Mr
Watson, at Banff Harbour, on Wednesday laste schooner, named tilet | NJwALbyilE Q

to order by Mr Bremner, Wick:hed t | NJis32tgh€Xxegister, and measures 78 feet of keel.
Her length of beam is 21%: feet; depth of hold 10 feet. The vessel is a very neat model, at
substantially framed.Both for appearance and workmanship, tRaragon'was favourably
commented upon by practical gentlemen who inspected her on Wednesday, which must b
gratifying to Mr Watson, as it is creditable to the port of Bart the launch, Miss Bruce,
daughter of the Provost of Wick, performid@ ceremony of naming the vessel. Traragon'’

glided smoothly into the water, an immense crowd of spectators cheering |loAttsr the
launch,Mr Watson, the builder, entertained a number of ladies and gentlemen to wine and
cake, when success to thiaragon'was heartily toasted We understand th&aragon'is to

be commanded by Captain Williamson, late of ¢ ( Cdb WiEkdaiidXhat she wible
engaged in the Baltic trade.

Vessel Name(s) | Paragon.

Rig Schooner2 masts, 1 decksquarestern, and a standing bowsprit.

Launch Date 11" July 1866.

Owner(s) James BremnenVick. (64).

Registered Port | Wick Official No.5315Q

GRT 94tons.

Length 80feet (24.38n).

Breadth 21.5feet (6.55m).

Depth 10.2feet (3.11m).

Construction Wood, carvel constructionBaltic Oak, Largland Red Pine.
Larch and Iron knees.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Class 7AL.
A&CPANnchors and cables proved at a public machine.
»X Built under Special Survey.

Lloyds SurveyoWilliam Wallis.

Other information | 1870:Owned by Andrew Tarra% others.

1871:0Owned by Andrew James.

By 1874: Owned by James Blackhall, Fraserburgh and registerg

Fraserburgh.
Date Scrapped /| 1900,14"/ 15" February:Lost when she went aground on the san
Lost at Rattray Head. See below for more information.
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John Watson, ShipbuildeiVhitehills and Banff1830 to 1879. Stanley Bruce 2®BV1

Paragon (1866). (Continued).

1900, 28 February: The Banffshire Reportereported as follows:0MACDUFF VESSEL
SUPPOSED LO&Ireat anxiety is felt for the safety of tHearagorQof Macduff. She carried
three of a crew, and was on a voyage from Shields, leaving on the same dayasttiheQ
which, it is also feared, is losA piece of wreckage was picked up half a mile east of Cullen by
Mr James Runcie, harbourmaster, with the lett€@©N,"in blue. There has also been picked

up on the beach at Sandend, by Mr Alexander Sutherland, a piece of a nameboard with th
letters "PARA,"being the missing half of the above bdar There is therefore no doubt it
belongs to theWParagorQ of Macduff. ThéParagorwas built in 1873, and of 36 tons
burdené

1900, 27 February: The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiseported as follows:
altt9![ ¢h ¢ 9 BANMFFANDUIVACOLRBY theho€s, with all hands, of the
VesselSEmperor"and“Lothair" of Banff, and'Paragon” of Macduff, in the severe storm of
14" and 19" inst., Fourteen Seamen belonging to the two towns were drowned, and 8
Widows, 36 Orphans and 3 aged Dependents have been left practically unprovided for: and
is feared these numbers may be further increased by losses from other Vessels not y
accounted for. In these deplorable circumstances we have opeswdascription lists and
earnestly appeal fogpecuniary aid in alleviating the immediate necessitiethe unfortunate
sufferers thus unexpectedly bereftbreadwinners. Subscriptions will be re@sn Banffby
George Shearer, Town Chamberlain; and in Macduff by Mr J. J. GEowge Clerk, who will
acknowledge same in the Banffshire Joutngbigned Henry Munro, Provost of Banff and
Joseph Bisset, Provost of Macduffited 23“ February 1900This was followed by a long list

of donations from local individuals.

1900, 3 March: ¢ KS | 0 SNRSSyYy t S2LJ SQa WSHEPNRECKEDNE
al!wLboOw{Q {h/ L9C, I pCaptain WAIsor], hafbdur nr{astedr, winows {odal
F3Syid FT2NJ GKS {KALWNBO]TSR alNAYySNRQ {20AS
of the Macduff men who were on board tHé9 Y LISuNRHE®t | NI FhRoyfiliPman in

the Society was Charles Ab#rperof), whose widow and family receive £6. On Captain

2 Afaz2yQa NBO2YYSYyRFIGAZ2Y GKS {20ASie Kl a:z
family of Alexander Gordon (Paragon)¥35; to the widow of George Henders&mpero},

£2; and to the widow and family of John Kyndearagon) > Mo ® ¢

/ \ LA - ///ﬁ) : ~ \,
Character aifzfg tl7 V / —:f_\.f ‘//(- / z'//?/‘c?'m‘;’ _
. ".\' A O
Extract from the_loyds Survey Repmether build dated16" JUuy 1866, ! m F2NJ T @& ¢
a ! b /whiéhEan be found omww.Irfoundation.org.uk
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John Watson, ShipbuildeiVhitehills and Banff1830 to 1879.
Jane Simpson (1867).

Stanley Bruce 2®BV1

She was built as a coaster to carry general cargo and intended for use in the Baltic
Unfortunately, she ran agroundear Rotterdamand was losat only 6months old.

TheBanffshire Journal and General Advertjsgt June 1867reported as followsdL AUNCH

AT BANFFK; Yesterday (Monday), a very superior clipper schooner was launched from the
buildingyard ofMr Watsonat Banff Harbour. The vessel is natéw/I v S { aftef thig 2 y
wife of one of the ownerdMr Simpson, Colleonard. The dimensions of the shig lazagth

of keel, 77 feet; breadth, 21 feet 6 inches; and depth of hold, 10 feetediseered tonnage

is 94 tons. At the launch, there was a large concourse of spectaldrs. ceremony of
christening was performteby Miss Agnes Simpson, and the vessel glided smoothly into the
water, amid the cheers of the onlookers. After the launch, a party of gentlemen were
entertained to a wine and cake bandqu&hen success to the vessel, and the health of the
owners and builder were toasted to. TH&VI vy S {isAh¥ pudperty d@gentlemen in Banff;

the managing ownebeing John W. Simpson. erkhip will be employed in the Baltic and
coasting trade, and will be commanded by Captain Adams, late d#@e . Altthhsheen
generally remarked that this is one of the best modelled and finely finished ships that have
been built at the port of Banff. We understand that Mr Watson is to lay the keels of two
vessels immediatelyg one of about 80 tons for Messrs John Allan & Son, Portsoy, and the
20KSNE 2F +02dzi myn (2yas F2N) aN /| f RSNE

Vessel Name(s)

Jane Simpson.

Rig Schooner?2 masts, 1 deck, squarestern, and a standing bowsprit.

Launch Date 39 June 1867.

Owner(s) John W. Simpson & CBanff.

Registered Port | Banft Official No.Unknown

GRT 94tons.

Length 80feet (23.47m). (77 feet length of keel).

Breadth 21feet, 6inches 6.55m).

Depth 11 feet, 3 incheg3.43m).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.Baltic Oak, Larchand Red Pine Iron
knees. 2 bower anchors] stream and 1 kedge.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification

Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claa4

A&CP: anchors and cables proved at a public machine.
*X Built under Special Survey.

Lloyds Surveyor William Wallis.
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John Watson, ShipbuildeMhitehills and Banff1.830 to 1879. Stanley Bruce 2®v1
Jane Simpson (1867). (Continued).

Other information | Master: G. Adams.

Date Scrapped | 1867,10" December:on passage fronschiedam(Netherlands)to
Lost Stettin (Prussiaghewaswrecked near Rotterdarwhen she ran on «
dangerous sand banlAll hands were saved.

1867, 20" December:TheDaily Review (Edinburghgported as followsoLEITH SHIPPING
NOTES; The screw steamé2 h & 6 2oNUgi& Qrived on Wednesday froRotterdam, with

a very large cargo of general merchandise. Five seafoeming part of the crew of the
schooneW WI y' S {ofAB¥riiflavBigh @as wrecked near Rotterdam on the& ib8t., were
passengers by th&’h & 6 2 NS v S {wasybuiichly &bout six months ago, and
was on a voyaggdom Shiedam to Stettin when she went upon a dangerous sandbank, from
which it was impossible to remove her. The crew saved the rigging anddettiefittings,

and their own effects, and the captain remained at Rotterdam to look after the cetgoh

was being saved at low water. The crew were provided with board and lodgings for the nigh
G GKS { I Af 2 NBrRardedioYBarif by Mf B. ReMadgRegor, the agent of the
Shipwrecked Mard@ NBR Q { 2O0ASGe& a4 [ SAUIK®E

A Uoyds Survey Repantith more informationon her builddated 8" June 186%an be found
onwww.lrfoundation.org.uk

i
v

Fig. 107. Topsall Schooner
TypicalTopsail Schooneig. (Wooden shigbuilding by C. Desmond 919).
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John Watson, ShipbuildeiVhitehills and Banff1830 to 1879. Stanley Bruce 2®BV1
Maggie (1867).
Shewas built to carry gneral cargand is known to have traded at Widkanff and theBaltic

1867, 28 February:¢ KS W2 Ky 2Q DNERI i WHdADNCH AT BABRRE2 NJi
ADDITION TO THE TONNAGE OF WjGBn Thursday forenoonyir John Watson,
shipbuilder, Banff, launched from his yard a very handsome schooner, which regards mode
materials,and workmanship, is well calculated to sustain the deservedly high fame which he
has established for himself as a builder. A ship launch is at all times an event of excitin
importance to all classes of the community, and the weather being fine, theseawa
unusually large turn out of spectators to witness the interesting ceremony, and as the
numerous vessels now in the harbour all displayed their bunting in order to welcome the
newcomer, the scene at the harbour had quite an animated appearance. The laasch

' LIL2AYGSR G2 GrFr1S LXFOS o0SiGgSSy GoSt @S |
lashings were cut, and as the gallant ship slid smoothly down the ways, she was gracefull
named theW a I 3,y Mr<XKemp, wife of Captain Kemp, late of¢hie dZN@ByNvhom the

new vessel is to be commanded. ™a | 3,3vki& Bas been built under contract, (and
under the superintendence of Mr William Cormack from Wick) for Mr David Ritchie Simpsor
ironmonger, Wick, in size and model much resemblesthel NJ r&c2nglyQbkilt byMr
Watson for Wick owners; but her builder thinks that in several particulars she is greatly
superior. Her dimensions are as followd:ength, 81 feet 3 inches, breadth of beam, 21 feet

3 inches, depth of hold 10 feet ¥ inches, tegisl tonnage, 888N n i K& b ®b da d
measurement, about 162 tons. While as regards model, to look at the fine lines of the
Wa I 3 d@nk Bight almost fancy her fit to enter the lists with the wedthedW 1 Sy NA S U
her outfits will embrace every modern improvement. Her ropes and sails come from Wick, bt
her standing rigging, which is to consist of the best patent-vape, will be supplied by Mr
Munro, Banff. Her cabin, which is fitted up with teak and whiteepwill afford good
accommodain for the captain and mate, while the roominess of her forecastle shows that
the crew has not been overlooked, as is too often the case. Like all vesselsNdullYatson

she will sail fast, while her breadth of floor will enable her to take a large cargo: and she will
thus add to the fame, we doubt not that she will also add to the increasing business of he
builder, who is, we understand, immediately to lay down a véss®&ir John Simpson, Banff.

It was thought by some that the other new vessel lddwave been launched from the yard of
Messrs Geddigesterday, but we learn that it will be a week or two before she is altogether
ready.c.  YFFAKANBE wSL}2 NI SNWE
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Maggie (1867).(Continued).

Vessel Name(s) | Maggie.

Rig Schooner2 masts, 1 deckprobablya squarestern, and a standin
bowsprit.

Launch Date 215 Februaryl867.

Owner(s) George and David R. Simpsadwick.

Registered Port | Wick Official No.: 56718.

GRT 100tons.

Length 82feet (24.99m). 77feet (23.47m) keel.

Breadth 21feet, 6 inches 6.55m).

Depth 10feet, 2inches 8.10m).

Construction Wood, carvel constructionBaltic oak, larchelm, red and yellow pine

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. ClaA%.

"X Built under Special Survey.

LR Surveyor: William Wallis.

A&P:Anchors and cables proved at a public machine.

Other information | 1867:Master, Kemp.

1882, 25" August:Her avner George Simpson died.

1883 February Owned byDavid R. Simpson & John Simpson.
1883 March:Owned byJohn Findlapf Wick

1886, 6" January: A schooner of this name was wrecked
Sunderlangdmaster Captain Lyall.

1912 February:Owned byWilliam Murdoch of Nairn.

Date Scrapped /1913, March:Scrapped.

Lost
' ! | Classification.
| DIMENSIONS, ’ BUILD. Port Port of 51
: 7 Sury @
No. ‘ Ships. ' Masters. ‘Tun!.“ =k Owners. |belonging lll)r\ctv ”";d gg Character
| 4 | 2| 3 \ to. ‘.(:‘_:'f“ w7 for
[ & 2 £ | Where. |When. yge. S 5 |HullkStores
] - ze
= =5} a \ = ‘
1 ‘ , | RS
51|Maggie SriKemp ‘ 99 82:0[21:6]10-3 Banft |1867/DSimpson|Wick |Bnf.Baltic TA 1
e ptLB.| \ | Watson 2mo. (r.&C.P.) | 3,67|

Extractfrom{ f 28 RQ4a wSIAAGSNI 2F { KA LILIA

1886, 9' JanuaryThe Shields Daily Gazettported thata vessel of this nansavrecked hull
was sold at public auction on thd'8anuary The buyer was Mr T. Moore, who paid £20 for
her. Her cargo of coal was sold for £155could not establish if thigras the same vessel
refloated or a different vessel.
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John Watson, ShipbuildeiVhitehills and Banff1830 to 1879.
Lady of the Lake(1867).

Stanley Bruce 2®BV1

She was built to carry emeral cargoand known to have traded at BanfRortsoy,
GardenstownlnvernessPerth Leith,WemyssNewcastleWallsend Hartlepool Sunderland,
London and to theWest Coast

John Watsorbuilt another vessel with this name in 1878.

1867, 17" September:The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiseported as follows:
ALAUNCH AT BANRF On Saturday forenoolast, Mr Watson, shipbuilder, launched from

the yard at Banff Harbour, a fine clipper schooner. She is built on the sameasibdcihree

last vessels launched r Watson, her tonnage being 123 tor@@M., and 75 tons N.N.M.

Her length of keel is 70 feet, breadth of bear¥zI8et, and depth of hold2feet. This craft

Is very substantially built, the lower section being of oak and the upper of fine larch. She ha
0SSy OflaaSR ! m I (rhdvésgebwaghiilt t& tRehordér 6f ®&syrs Adlah & N
Son, nerchants, Portsoy. At the launch Mrs Alex. Allan performed the ceremony of
christening, naming the vessel thady of the Lake'The launch was very successful, and was
witnessed by a large number of spectators. After the launch, a number of gentlemen sat dow
to cake and wine in St John's Mason Hall. Mr Marshall of the Customs presided, and the heal
of the owners and buildersind success to tHeady of the Lakewill be under the command

of Captain Alex. McDougall, late of thedmiral’. We are tad to observe thaMr Watson

has laid the keel of another vessel, a thmeasted schooner of 200 tons, for Mr Calder,
Forrese

Vessel Name(s)

Lady of the Lake.

Rig Schooner?2 masts, 1 deck, squarestern, and a standing bowsprit.
Launch Date 14" September 1867.
Owner(s) MessrsJohnAllan & Sonmerchants, Portsoy.

Registered Port

Banft Official No.58264.

GRT

123tons.OM, 75 tons NM

Length 70feet (21.34m).

Breadth 19feet, 6inches §.94m).
Depth O feet, 6 incheg2.90m).
Construction Wood, carvel construction.
Figurehead Unknown.

Classification

Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claas

Other information

Date Scrapped |
Lost

1880,circa 28"/ 27" October. She waslost in a galen passage fron
London to Newburgh, Perttscotland
See below for Press articles giving further information.
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Lady of the Lake (1867(Continued).

1880, 26" November:TheSunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazetported as follows:
ALOSS OF A SCHOONER AND FIVE HANDS hoonébady of the Lakof Banff, with her

crew of five men, has been given up as lost. She left London on‘th@ciaber last for
Newburdh, Perth, with manure, and the voyagkould have occupied only three or four days.
As the vessel has not been heard of since she left London, it is supposed she had been cau
Ay GKS 3FfS gKAOK agSLII 20SNI 6KS O2Fad I

1880, 26' November:TheAberdeen Press and Jourmaported as followscSUPPOSED LOSS
OF A BANFF SCHOONER AND CREXsve fears are entertained in Banff and the
neighbouring ports of Macduff and Portsoy that the schooiady the Lak® of Banff,
belonging to Messrs John Allan & Sons, Portsoy, and others, has been lost while on a voya
from London to Newburgh, Perth, with manure. She left London on thd&®bof October

and the voyage, with moderate weather, should have only occupied three or four days. Th
vessel has not been heard of since her departure from Landamw a month since and it

is feared she hadden caught in the gales which swept our coasthe end of October and
been lost The crew consisted of four men, with a young lad as an apprenticetlady of

the Lakd€as under the command of Captairc®bugall, Portsoy, and she was comparatively
light, being only twethirds full. Two of the crew belonged to Portsa@ne, David Wilson, was
married; the other being the apprenticélexander Johnston, who resided with his mother.
The other two, named Clerk and Pirie, belonged to Macduff and Besiectively, and both
leave widows and familiesTheWady of the Lak@was built in 1878 byr John Watson
shipbuilder, Banff, and was 86 tons register, with a carrying power of 150 tons. During &
voyage in the spring time of this year she ve@verely damaged off the West Coast of
Scotland, but was towed round to Banff, and received a thorough overhaul at a cost of fromr
£800 to £900. The vessel sailed from Banff Harbour on the first day of September with a carc
of herrings for Stettin immediely after being fitted out. The captain spoke very highly of her
sailing capacities since that time. Much sympathy is expressed for the sufferers by th
disaster. The captain was widely known in the district as a man of activity, intelligence, anc
large experience, having for years commanded vessels sailing from the port of Banff. W
understand he had a considerable stake in the vessel. He leaves a widow to mourn his untime
SYR® tKS @SaasSt IyR OFNH2 6SNB AyadaNBR®DE
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Pioneer (1863

She was built to carryegeral cargand intended to trade with the Baltic

1868, 26" May: TheBanffshire Journal and General Advertisggorted as followsdLAUNCH

AT BANFR. A very handsome and finely finished clipper was launched from the building yard
of Mr John Watsorat Banff harbour on Thursday last. The vessel was named/ thd 2,y S S
and is the property of Mr Georgison, merchant, Wick, and others. Her tonnage is 86 ton:
register, and she will carry 160 tons of cargo. The dimensiorergéeh of keel, 74 feet;
breadth, 20 feet, and depth of hold 9 feet 6 inches. Registered AkvVen years, she will
trade to the Baltic under the command of Mr Williamson, formenbaster of thédt | NI 3 2
At the launch everything went pleasantly. Mrs Williamson performed the ceremony of
christening the vessel, which glided smoothly into the harbour, and was soon moored at the
quayside. TheWt A 2 ysSveriJubstantial and neatly modelled specimen of naval
architecture. She has an elliptic stern, neatly decorated, and for figurehead a billet with fish
emblematic of the importance of the fishing interest at the port to which she befongs.

Vessel Name(s) | Pioneer.

Rig Schooner?2 masts, 1 deck, aquarestern, and a standing bowsprit.
Launch Date 21°*May 1868.

Owner(s) Mr Georgisonand Co, merchant, Wick

Registered Port | Wick Official N0.56723

GRT 86tons.

Length 74feet (22.56m).

Breadth 20feet (6.10m).

Depth 9 feet, 6 incheg2.90m).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.

Figurehead Billet with fish.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claas.

Other information | By 1890.0wned by John Smith, Portsoy and registered at Banff.
1891, 29 March: The Shields Daily Gazett¢®5 LJ2 NI SR TFha
schoonerPioneefbelonging to Banff, which was recently ashore
Boulmar, and brought to the Tyne in a damaged condition, has
placed in Messrs Boutland's graving dock, South Shields
examinationé

Date Scrapped | 1899,17" August:On passage from Sunderland to Banfirginga
Lost cargo of coal, master Captaivilliam Gair,she was wreckeat the
mouth of the River Philorth east &6faserburgh Baguring a gale.The
tug Wt NP ‘rid dh8li€eboat rescued the five crew, and the mas
and his wife. She was owned by captain Smith and was ins
Canmoregives theNGRfor the wreck siteasNK 028 650
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Pioneer (1868).

1891, 2% February:The Shields Daily News reported as follofvs: wwlL =! [ h C !
SCHOONER.Yesterday, the schoon&ft A 2 \6fSB&MEXWhichwent ashore at Boulmer,
while on a voyage from Sunderland to Tain, was brought to the Tyne, damaged, and mad
fastalongside& Y 2 y Q aMrBatzdlag, diver, North Shields, has been engaged to examine
0KS @SaaStx FyR FaOSNIFAY gKIG RFEYF3IS aKS
1887, 20" September:The Dundee Evening Telegraph reported as follaihe following

casualties occurreth the river at Sunderland on Sundag K S & GH¢ 2A 2 (ESBEINED
collided with the barqu&’ = A T D 2F Q! NRSYy I f X G§KS F2NXYSNJ @S

d"mb‘ﬂct that thz have

Anygnonmaut mﬁmdehwm

‘ﬂ'onl's m"‘i"i'& H. HOZIKR, Secretary.

Notice published ihloyd's List Thursday  September 1899
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Stanley Bruce 2®BV1

She was built to carryegeral cargspecifically for the Baltic and Mediterranean trade.

1868, 4" March: TheNairnshire Telegraph and General Advertiser forNogthern Counties
reported as followsdSHIP LAUNCH. A schooner belonging to Mr Calder, Forres, was
launched from the building yard dfr Watson, Banff, last Tuesday. Miss Isabella Calder, the
second daughter of the owneperformed the ceremony of naming the vessel, which was
calledbh C 2 NNBHeritdnnageds about 200 tons. She is classed Al at Lloyds for nine year:
and is intended for the Baltic and Mediterranean trade.

Vessel Name(s) | Forresian.
Rig Schooner,3 masts, 1 deckprobablya round stern, anda standing
bowsprit.

Launch Date 26™ April 1868.

Owner(s) J. CalderForres, Morayshire.

Registered Port | Inverness Official No.52518
GRT 193 nettons.

Length 104.6feet (31.88m).

Breadth 23.7feet (7.22m).

Depth 12.7feet (3.87m).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claas.

Other information | --

Date Scrapped /1878, %' November:She sank fter being ran down by a steamer.
Lost SeePress articlebelow forfurther details.

1878, 8 November:TheHartlepool Northern Daily Maikported as followsd.OSS OF SHIP
AND FOUR LIVES Malaga telegram states thg C 2 NNJEapfain Firklidorn, from London

to Port de Bona, was run down and sank by a Spanish steamer off Cape Bralosoinghe 5
Captain Findhorn and three men of thrresian"were saved; the mate and three men were
drowned. The following is a list of the crew of theC 2 NINXwhidh lwgs>rgn downt
Findlorn, master; John Wright, mate; Keeitz, cook and steward; Greenson, Soulsby an
Gordon, ableébodied seaman; Cotton and Ward, ordinary searhen.

1878, 9" November:TheNorthern Whigreported as followsd ! [ f 2@ RQa G St Sz
that the WorresiamQ of Inverness, from London to Port Bone with pitch, was run down and
sunk by the Spanish steam#natagoQoff Cape Pralos, on thd Bistant. The master and
three hands of th&PorresiarQvere saved, and landed at Malaga; the mate and three others
5SNE RNRSYSRODPE
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Forresian (1868). (Continued).

1878, 8 November:The Scotsmareported as followséDISASTERS AT SEA AN INVERNESS
SCHOONER AND FOUR MEN LASREPORT has reached Lloyd's by telegraph from their
agent at Malaga that a serious collision occurred off Cape Pravos on the night dfithst.5
between the English schoon@orresiarf2belonging to Inverness owned and commanded by
Captain Wright and the Spanish steartd@éasageQwhereby the schooner was sunk, and Mr
John Wright, the mate, and three others of the crew drowned. The captain and remaining
hands were saved, and landed at Malaga. Wweresiaffivas bound from London to Port de
Bone wih a cargo of pitch.The following is supposed to be a correct list of the men shipped
on board the\PorresiarfXor the voyage 1 John Wright, master; John Wright mate; John
Keeitz, cook and steward; O. Greenson, John P. Soulsby, and Alex. Goatis sathmen;
W2aSLIK /2002y YR 2® 2| NRZ 020K 2NRAYIl NE

1878, 229 November: The Edinburgh Evening Newsported as followsAWRECK OF AN
ENGLISH VESSEL OFF MALABAMalaga correspondent of a Marseilles paper states that
during the night of the Binst,, an English brig, th€orresiarfvas run down off Malaga by a
steamer, the'Pasajef belonging to the Lopez Navigation Company. At one in the morning
the pilot of the English brig noticed the lights of a steamer bearing down upon themasand
he found that his shouts did not cause her to alter her cohesastily called up the captain
from below. Before the latter had assembled his crew upon deckPdsajesSXkstruck the
English brig with such force that her bow went clean through the latter. The English sailor:
tried to launch their big boat, but one of the cables stuck fast, and the pilot went below to
fetch an axe. While he was below, the brig began th; 90t two of the sailors managed to
climb the sides of th#®?asajeQthe remainder, including the pilot, going down. TRasje
cruised about for several hours; but all search proving useless, she landed the two survivors
al fF3F GKS ySEG Y2NYyAy3Ioé

Forward (1869).
She was builspeculatively as general cargo aaier.

The Banffshire Journal and General Advertis€uesday 16 February 1869, reported as
follows: LAUNCH AT BANRF.On Saturday last, a clipper schooner was launched from the
buildingyard ofMr John Watson at Banff harbour. The vessel measures 140 tons register.
Her dimensions are:length, 95 feet; breadth of beam, 24 feet; and depth of hold, 11 feet.
The classification is Al at Lloyds for seven years. The vessel will carry a large cargo and \
be fast sailer. She has been spoken of by practical men who have seen her on the stocks
the finest lined and most substantially built vessel that éekVatson has finished, and we
believe he has launched no fewer titainty vesselst this port. At tle launch, the ceremony
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Forward (1869) (Continued).

of christening was performed by Mrs Watson, wife of the builder, who named the vessel
WC 2 NB ITieRaOnch was most successful, and was witnessed by a large concourse ¢
spectators, who cheered lustily as the vessel left the stocks. We understafdriardis

to be commanded by Captain Storm, sohaw of Mr Watson, and formerly of th&? C | A NJ5 A y
After the launch, a number of gentlemen sat down to cake and wine in the loft at the building
yard. Mr Watson, gas manager, proposed prosperity tdfloeward2 Mr Hossack proposed

the health ofMr Watson, builder, remarking that the thanks of the community were due to
him for his enterprise, which enabled him to give employment to a large number of workmen:
and also for maintaining the character of Banff as a shipbuilding pgdrtWatson suitably
replied. Mr Charles Innes gave the health of Mrs Watson, and Mr Watson, gas manager gav
GKS KSFEOGK 2F /JFLIWNFAY {G§2N¥O hyS 2NJ (g2

Vessel Name(s) | Forward.

Rig Schooner, 3 masts, 1 deck, a square stern, and a standing bows
Launch Date 13" February1869.

Owner(s) John Watson shipbuilder.

Registered Port | Banff. Official No.: 62429.

GRT 140 tons.

Length 95 feet (28.96m).

Breadth 24 feet (7.32m).

Depth 11 feet (3.35m).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Class 7Al.

Other information | --

Date Scrapped | 1869, 3% August:She wasvrecked at the island of Stonaker, abg
Lost 70 miles below St Petersburg, Russia. (See below).

1869, ™ September:The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiser reported as follows:
OWRECK OF A BANFF SCHOOuWHRelligence has been received Messrs Watson
shipbuilders, of the loss of their fine new schodwet 2 NI FHéRelsel left Grimsby on
Wednesday week25" August)with a cargo of coals for St Petersburg. On Tuesday last, at
the island of StonskgBeskar)about seventy miles below St Petersburg,4hé 2 NIsttudkR Q
the rocks, and soon filled with water. The crew were, fortunately, save, but Captain Storn
reports that the ship is a total wreck. THeC 2 NJavhsNaRe(df the most completelytét
and fast vessels that sailed from the Moray Firth. She was registered 131 tons; and left Ban
on her maiden voyage five months ago. The loss of the vessel is almost wholly covered |
Ay adz2NI yOS ¢
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Guiding Star (1869).
She was built to carryegperal cargo

1869, ' SeptemberThe Banffshire Journal and General Advertiser reported as foliows9
understand that the fine threenasted clipper schooner now on the stocks at the shipbuilding
yard ofMr Watson, at Banff Harbour, has been purchased by Captain Smith, Portsoy, for the
owners of theWa | & F f PheUSaNIRPF f itdvdl SeNdrembered, was launched at Banff
two years ago, and has proved a very fast sailor. The new vessel will be launched in about
Y2YOQKDE

1869, %' November: The Banffshire Reportereported as follows L AUNCH AT BANFF
Yesterday another very important addition was made to the shipping of Portsoy, by the launct
of a firstclass threemasted clipper schooner from the building yardMaf John Watson,
Banff, and which we noticed some time since as having been purchased by our townsmal
James Smith, of the brigliza ForbeQ Everything was ready for the launch at the time of the
last stream, but the tide did not rise well, and besides, there was some hope that Captair
Smith, then on a voyage to the Baltic, might he hombedgresent, which the very stormy
state of the weather has preventedresterday the strong gale from the west gave a good
tide, and the launch, which took place a little after eleven o'clock, proved most succéksful.
ceremony of christening was performed by Mrs Smith, wife of the captain and owner, who
was accompanied by a number of her family and frie#dsthe vessel slipped easily from the
ways Mrs Smith named her th&uiding StaQ and it is almost needless to say that she was
welcomed to her future element by the hearty cheers of a large concourse of spectators, whi
in spite of the very bad weather had turned out to witness the laum#e. have often had
occasion to bestow wetherited praise on the handsome and seaworthy vessels bulitrby
Watson but we believe it is his own opinion, and it is also the opinion of many others well able
to judge, that thelsuiding Stafls in every respect the finest vessel of her tonnage which he
has yet built. She has very fine lines forward, and her stem is surmounted by an exceeding
neat scroll and billet shield, the centre of which is ornamented with a star, indicative of her
name. Her stern illiptic, and she has a raised quarter deckhis gives her a fine roomy
cabin, and a very considerable increase of accommodaifitie. cabin furnishings are of the
best teak and are very elegant. Her dimensions aré:ength upon deck, 120 feet; breadth

25 feet 6 inches; depth, 14 feet. She istlmfithe best oak ad larch, and is coppered and
copper fastened In fact we believe that she is the first new vessel WhidNatson has
coppered on the stocks. She is 248 tons N.N.M. and classed eightiyeassils and outfits

are being furnished by Mr Munro, rope and sailmaker, Banff; and she will be rigged as-a three
masted schooner, with short foremast and double$ag yards.Altogether thedsuiding Staf

Is a vessel which reflects the highest credit on Mr as her builder, and all heartithatish
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Guiding Star (1869). (Continued).

she may prove a satisfactory ship to her spirited and enterprising owi@en the launch

was over,Mr Watson, as usual on such occasions, invited a few friends to partake of his
hospitality in the Draughting Loft, where, under the happy auspices of Mr Watson, gas
manager, as chairman, "Success to ¥eiding Staf)' the healti? of the builder and owner

and other sentiments of respect and mutual esteem were given in appropriate speeches an

most cordially responded to. In replying to his health as coupled with the toast of the "Town

and Trade of Banff Mr Watsonstated, that he had now for about twenty yearseipepaying

at the rate of about £3,000 a year in the shape of wages; and that though he had been presse
to take building yards in other places, he preferred to remain in Banff; and would continue to

do so as long as he received sufficient encouragénieg

Vessel Name(s)

Guiding Star.

Rig Schooner3 masts, 1 deck,raellipticstern, and a standing bowsprit.
Launch Date 4" Novemberl8609.

Owner(s) JamesSmith, Portsoy.

Registered Port | Banft Official No.62435

GRT 248tons.

Length 120feet (36.58M).

Breadth 25feet, 6inches {.77m).

Depth 14feet (4.27m).

Construction Wood, carvel constructionBalticoak,larch andred pine.
Her hull was sheathed in felt and yellow metal.
Kneeg Iron and Larch.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification

Lloyds Register of Shipping. Ciga&4 (Raised t®Alin 1870Q.
A&CPR; Anchors and cables proved at a public machine.

Other information

By 1890:0wned by Peter Fancy, Hobart, Tasmania, and registers
Hobart Town.

Date Scrapped /
Lost

Unknown.

Character assigned

&2 //y//, £ S 7

.\
SE TP | =

A LondﬁéQBter Brveyreport onthe buildof WD dzA R A g}’a&d&{1 FebriMiy1870 can be

found onwww.Irfoundation.org.ukthis extract shows she was classed 8A1 and raised to

class9Al.
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Guiding Star (1869). (Continued).
1888, 3! January:
She sailed from the port of &hgonui, New Zealandn passagéo Sydney NSW, Australia

The crew listor this passagehowed ten members of creas follows:

Name Rank Age | Nationality
J.Xin Master Unknown
JoseplQeeve 1t Cfficer 29 Tasmanian
LouisWilliams Gook & Seward 42 Prussian
Peter&llholm Boatswain 37 Hnnish
William Emery A. B. 30 Tasmanian
Francadvanche A. B. 24 Fench
CharledHarding A. B. 24 Tasmanian
ThomadgGoldring A. B. 24 Tasmanian
John Sullivan O.S. 18 Tasmanian
ThomasVickenna A. B. 30 Tasmania

The vessel dinot carry any passengers on this passage.

-

Schooner on Banff Harbour Patent Slip. (Photographer unknown).
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She was built as a coaster famgral cargand is known to have traded at the Baltic.

1870, 27 September:The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiseported as follows:

oLAUNCH AT BANFBPnN Saturday forenoon last, a clipper schooner was launched from the

shipbuilding yard oMr JohnWatson, at Banff harbour. The schooner, named #ealairQ

measures 90 tons register, and is classed at Lloyd's Al for nine years. The dimensions :

length of keel 73 feet, depth of hold 10 feet, and breadth of beam 21 feet.\WaitairQs

owned by the Macduff Commercial Company, and will be employed in the business of th

Company. She will be under the command of Captain Davidson, formerlyfafih@ At the

launch, the directors of the Company were present, and a large number of spectators
witnessed the proceeding3.he ceremony of naming the ship was performed by Miss Bisset,
Insch, sister of the Manager of the Commercial Company, and the launch was very successtf
In the afternoon, the directors of the Macduff Commercial Company and a few friends dinec
in Suthernd's Hotel, Macduff, under the presidency of the Chairman, Mr Thompson of

Pitmedderg

Vessel Name(s) | Tarlair.

Rig Schooner?2 masts, 1 deck, squarestern, and a standing bowsprit.
Launch Date 24" September1870.

Owner(s) Commercial CoMacduff.
Registered Port | Banft Official No.62446
GRT 91tons.

Length 77feet (23.47m).

Breadth 20.8feet (6.34m).

Depth 10feet (3.05m).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.

Her hull was sheathed in copper.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification

Lloyds Register of Shipping. ClaAg.

"X Built under Special Survey.
A&CP: Anchors and cables proved at a public machine.

Other information

1870 / 1875:Master D. Davidson.

1875/ 1878: Owned by W. Morrison, Banff, master. Rettie.

1879/ 1889: Owned by J. S. Wood, Peterheawdlaster¢ H. Sangster
later Cruickshank.

Date Scrapped |
Lost

1889 8" May: During athick fog, $1e ran ashore aWhaligoe, halfway
between Wick and Lybsteand became a wreck, her cargd fish-
curing stockvas salvagedSee press report below.
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Tarlair (1870)(Continued).

1876, T' February: The London Evening Standard: Reportbdt the W. 2y ! @ O2 N
Aberdeenhad been in a collis;owith the Schoonek ¢ | Natf MakdNf off the Bell Rock.
Both vessels were reported to be at Aberdeen damaged.

1880, &' February: The Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazefterted that the
schooner¥ ¢ | Naf Magddffbn passag® Sunderland had gone ashooa the Newburgh
Sandsear the River Ythan. She was expected to be gatwHather kept moderate Owner
J.S. Wood, Peterhead.

1880, 3" February:The Scotsman reported as follovie&d BERDEEN.MACDUFF SCHOONER
AGROUND;! 6 2dzi &AE 2Q0f 201 2 YW ¢t deficbRyingoMdcdufk
Blackmaster, and bound from that port to Sunderlandallast, went ashore about two miles
north of Newburgh, on the Aberdeenshire coast. The wind was blowing SW, at the time, an
a frosty haze was hanging over the sea. The captain was reackshgra at the time, and
allowed himself to approach tocear the shore. Arrangements were made in the course of
yesterday for towing off th vessel, which went aground on sandy bottom, and sustained little
or no damage. Th& ¢ | Ndas$ BuiNIn 1870, and belonged to the Macduff Commercial
Company. Last night the Aberdeen-upt W5 S NXnfage iQattempt to tow the vessel

off, but the attempt proved unsuccessful, on account of the heavy surf and the strong wind
AnotherattempthA & G2 0SS YIRS (2RI & o

1880, 24" April: The Aberdeen Press and Jourmaiblished a lengthy article of court
proceedingonda ! / ¢ L h b C héwegdrding the! gid@nding of th&arlairQ

1881, 1% September] t 28 RQa [ A a4l NISeégRMNIerShat thé sdamel 2 % LIS &
collided with the schooneW ¢ | NIDdmage W ¢ | NdclbdedNd@mage to herringber

bow, foremast and bowsprit! | 2 &Ufefed very little damageW ¢ | Nifad tdwsdby the

W| 2 ta$h@port of Christiansand, Norway.

1884, &' November:The Dundee Evening Telegraggported that the schooneW ¢ | Naf | A |
Peterhead was spoken of approximately 12@iles southeast of Peterhead with her
mainmast gone. A tug was sent out to assist her.

1884, & November: The Aberdeen Press and Journegported as follows:GVESSEL
FOUNDERED IN THE NORTH S¥#sterday afternoon the Danish schoon#ohanne
MagdaleneQof the port of Nykjobio (Captain L. Petersen) arrived in Peterhead, and reportec
the foundering of a barque in the North Sea during succession of heavy gales which has rag
within the past week or twoShe also brings news of the Peterhead scho@aelairciCaptain
Sangster), for the safety which fears were beginning to entertained by the owners. The
\Wbhanne Magdalené€ls bound to Morrisomaven with billetwood, and arrived the mouth of
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the Firth of Forth on Saturday, the8ctober last, having been then fully two weeks on the
voyage, and took on board a pilot named John Johnston, belonging Dunbar. Shortly after the
had shipped the pilot, a heavy gale of wind came on, and drove them out to sea. They hav
since then encouared a continued period of heavy gales, and have at times been within a
few miles of the May Island, but were as often driven again out to sea. On Thursday last, th
315 October, they sighted the schoon®arlairQPeterhead, which lefteven on or about the

24" October with a cargo of coal for Peterhead, where she should have arrived a few day:
later. TheWarlairQvas then in latitude 56 deg. 48 mins. N. and longitude 1 deg. 39 mins. E.,
or 120 miles east of Peterhead, and was "lying to" with both anchors down, but with her
foremast cut away. As it was too rough for the Danish vessel to approach nélarthe, a

boat of the former was lowered on leeside of tHarlairQbut only the pilot and mate of the
schooner would venture ih owing to the heavy sea, and they spoke her from a distance.
Captain Sangster reported having experienced heavy weather, so much so that they had t
cut away her foremast to keep her from going under the water, or else they would never have
withstood the heavy gale. As his vessel was behaving splendidly, and not drawing any wate
Captain Sangster was to keep to the vessel as long as she remained snug, in the hope that
would be picked up by some passing steamer, and towed to land. The crewdbdr kaieQ

were then all well. Captain Sangster also reported that a barque was lying alongside hit
schooner during one of the recent gales, when what he characterised as a typhoon came ol
and as soon as it blew over, nothing was seen of the barque, nor any gyeeekwl it is feared

she had gone down. They have very few particulars of this casualty. Ever since then, tt
Wohanne Magdalenghas encountered heavy weather, and has been tossing about for the
past week, the crew have had to subsist on halbraiof food and water. The vessel made
land yesterday morning, and the pilot, who is well acquainted with the coast, at once knew he
was near Peterhead, and made for that port, where, as already stated, the vessel arrivec
yesterday afternoon. There iglish heavy sea outside, and as soon as it appeeited, she

will sail for her port of destination. Mr Johnston, the pilot, states he was never in such weather
and expected the vessel to down with them every mintte left his wife and family 13 day
ago,andasthedoy 20 1y2¢6 H6KSNB KS A&z GKSe& gAff ¢

1884, 24' November:The Buchan Observer and East Aberdeenshire Advertiser reported as
follows: 6GTHE ABANDONED SCHOONER TARCtAHRelligence has been received at
Peterhead that the schoondt ¢ I Ndf Pefedddad, which was abandoned in a dismasted and
unmanageable condition by the crew, who were taken off by a Dutch vessel, has been picke
up in the North Sea by some fishermen, who have taken her into Bergen, Norway. Mr Jamge
S. Wood, manager of theessel, is to proceed to Norway. Captain Sangster has now arrived
inPal SNKSI Rd¢
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Tarlair (1870)(Continued).

1889, F' January:The Buchan Observer and East Aberdeenshaeehiser reported as
follows: PETERHEAD VESSEL IN COLLISION IN THE FIRTH (Bel@emHive and six
200t 201 2y ¢KdzZNBERI B¢ | SNBSHOdNERister, Of il fod Referhehy S |
Williamson master, which had left Granton, coal laden, was run into by the North British
wkAf gl @2Qa f diadIRI & Tl Edope®§boom, cutwater, and headgear
were carried away, and main rail smashed. The collision occurred immediately after the
schooner cleared the harbour entrance. Being thus disabled she was taken in tow b
Wa A Rf sackihtd tlye @arbour. The steamwas approaching Granton from Burntisland.

. 20K ©@SaasSfa KFIR GKS . 2FNR 2F ¢NJ RS NBIdA
1889, 16" May: The Buchan Observer and East Aberdeenshire Advertigerted as follows:

at 9¢9wl 9!'5 {/ 1 hhb9w ThedcHoondi¥ dbl-9NDHMPeehBadY Went
ashore during a thick fog on Wednesday at Whaligoe, halfway between Wick and Lybster. Tr
crew took to their boatand afterwards got on board a Banffshire fishing boat, and were
landed at Ackergill, north from Wick, the rough state of the weather rendering it difficult to
enter Wick Harbour. The ¢ | Ndas boudfor Barra with fisburing stock for the owner,
aNJ) Wo{ d 222R3 t SGESNKSIR® hTFAOSNE FTNRBY
tolook afterK S @S&aasSt X¢

1889, ¥ May: The Buchan Observer and East Aberdeenshire Advertigerted as follows:
OTHE STRANDING OPEATERHEAD SCHOONE&RNot expected thatte schooneW ¢ I NI | A
which stranded at Whaligoe, south from Wick,\WWednesday will be got off. She is jammed
0SUsSSYy GKS NRO1a AYy | YINNRBg AyfSao b SA

PUBLIOC SALE.

There will be SoLn, by Public' Roup, BrEast or OLD
!i.:uovn. Pm.mn?r’owx, on MoxDay, 1st July, at 12
o'Clock Noon,

HE FISHCURING STOCK saved from the Wreck of

SAIIB. 18 B ”m“ "ﬁlwcxn. =
RO
and the HULL of the Bchooner [ Tarlair}” as she now lies
at Whalligoe.
DONALD WA AGENT yOR LLOYDS,
Ezxposer for Underwriters.
4th June, 1880,

Notice from the Northern Ensign and Weekly Gazetté J2fe 1889.
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Agnes M. Gordon (1870).

She was built to carryemeral cargoand is known to have traded at Peterheadorkand
Dantzigin the Baltic

1870, 19' April: TheBanffshire Journal and General Advertissorted as followsdLAUNCH

AT BANFR On Saturday last, a beautifully lined schooner, classed nine years Al Lloyds, we
launched from the building yard dMr John Watson & Sarshipbuilders, Banff, in presence of

a large number of spectatorg.he vessel was gaily decorated with bunting, and on either side
of the bow, on the yard, hung flags with the motto&srward' and 'Peace and Plentyfter

all the preliminary preparations for the launch had been completed, considerable difficulty
was experienced in getting the vessel to leave the ways, but once she began to move, st
glided smoothly into the water, the ceremony of christening the@cér being the same time
gracefully performed by the eldest daughter of Sheriff Gordon, after whom the vessel was
namedtheQ! 3y S& a A (i OW&diniensiora bERIRgyied 8. Gordonaret Length

upon deck, 90 feet; depth of hold, 11 feet 6 inclaesl tonnage, 18 The vessel is to be
commanded by Capt. Storm, and is intended for the Baltic trade. After the launch, a numbe
of ladies and gentlemen adjourned to a loft in the vicinity, where a service of cake and wine
was given. Sheriff Gordon was called to thaicland havingeturned thanks for the honour
done him, he proposed the Queen and Prince and Princess of Wales. He said he had gr
pleasure in proposing the next toast, which was that of Prosperity tdAgres Mitchell
Gordortand the best wishes of all of them to Capt. Storm. (Hear, hear, and applarsghe

who was at all acquainted with Captain Storm could not doubt this, that he was an excellent
man, and for him had a great esteem, both on account of his character, and also on accour
of the honourable position in which he was placed as beingapéin of that new vessel.
Doubtless, he was selected for that duty on account of his seamanship, and owing his excelle
character. They all wished him their best regards, and ssaoeany enterprise in which he
might be engaged on board thé! Iy S & a A 0 GApplduse aridl aINGRe Royichié\)r

Watt, National Bank, had much pleasure in giving the next toast, which was to the health of
the young lady after whom the vessel had just bealledt (applause)t and who so
successfully performed the ceremony of christening [s&me little difficulties came in the
way at first, and the ship did not move off so quickly as they could have wished, but he coul
not but admire the coolness with which Miss Gordon bided her time, and, then when the vesse
did move, she rose to the oca@s Good health and prosperity to Miss Gordon. (Applause
and all the honours.) Sheriff Gordon returned his best thanks in the name of his daughter fo
the manner in which her health had been drunk. He believed she had from her heart ever
good wish forthe owners of the vessel, for the captain, and for all concerned. (Applause.)
Sheriff Gordon gave the next toast, that\df Watson and his sonthe builders of the vessel,
who by their works had contributed greatly to the prosperity of the town. (Applause.)
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Agnes M. Gordon (1870).Continued).

Mr John Watsomreturned thanks. They tried to do their best in the building of their ships, and
the town got the benefit of the work, as well as themselves. He hoped that they would all
meet very soon on another such occasion. Mr G. W. Murray gave the owners tleamss

Mr Bisset of the Macduff Commercial Company, who returned thanks. Mr A. Watson, ga:
YFEYyF3ISNE 3IF @GS GKS @2dzy3 YSYOSNEBR 2F aNJ 21l {
thanks. Rev. Mr Webb gave the Chairman, who replied. Ms]m@nter, in complimentary
terms gave the health of Mrs Gordon, who was present. (Cheers and all the horghesfj
Gordon briefly acknowledged. Among the other toasts which followed were the health of Dr
Manson, the tradesmen connected with the fitting out of the ship, the Croupier, Mr Watt, Mrs
{G2N)XZ GKS FSYI{TS YSYOSNR 2F 2t Gaz2yQa FlY

» sarcws (TG . \ v | /|
170/ —M. Gordon SrR.Storm (128 87:0[22-6/11'6|Banft ‘1‘371) Watson&Co.|Banft - -|Crk | 9 Al
62441 ptl.B. Salted Drp.72 :I/'.'/.\' i 4mo. | a.&e.r, J 2,92
| | | ?

Extract from £ 2 @RBdgister ofShipping 1872.
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Stanley Bruce 2@®V1

Agnes M. Gordon (1870). (Continued).

VesseName(s)

Agnes M. Gordon.

Rig

Schooner2 masts, 1 deckprobablya squarestern, and a standin
bowsprit.

Launch Date

16" April 1870.

Owner(s)

Macduff Commercial Company.

Registered Port | Banff. Official No.62441
GRT 128 tons.

Length 90feet (27.43m).

Breadth 22 feet, 6 incheg6.8a6m).

Depth 11feet, 6 incheg3.51m).
Construction Wood, carvel construction.
Figurehead Unknown.

Classification

Lloyds Register of Shipping. ClBA%.
A&CP. Anchors and cables proved at a public machine.

Other information

By 18800wned by George Steele, Banff.

Date Scrapped |
Lost

1880, B" November: The Aberdeen Press and Journd! Nov. 1880
reported as followstt { 0 NI f & dzy R 3", 6lp2n@ SHe W 1S B4

a ® D2 NB® $taitin forSunderland, totally veckedat Arcona.
DNBFGSNJ LI NI 2F GKS OFNH2 gAf

1880, 28 November: The Banffshire Journal and General Advertisgpmorted as follows:
GSCHOONER We regret to learn that the schoonér! 3y S & a df BabfehdgFbacygnie
total wreck. The vessel was on voyage from Stettin to Sunderland with a cargo of timber t
be delivered the latter port, when she got into a gale while at Nor' West in the Belt. The
captain put back intending to obtain shelter at &na. The vessel, however, took the ground,
and the crew were taken off by a boat from the shore, and landed at Arcona. The vesse
remaining aground, was subjected to rough weather, and has since become a total wreck. Tr
'‘Agnes M. Gordonwas built at Binff in 1870 and was 128 tons register, and owned by George
Steele, baker, Banff, and others. She was commanded by Captain Masson. We understa
GKFEG GKS f2aa 2F (KS ©SaasSft Aa O20SNBR o8&
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Amy (1870).

She was built to carryegeral cargo She was classed bioydsRegister of Shipping (LR&
8AL1, which for this date was a relatively high classification.

Topsail schoonéAmyQ

1870, 1%' July: The Banffshire Reportereported as followst AUNCH AT BANFRF On
Tuesday last another beautiful clipper schooner was launched from the building ydrd of
John Watson Banff, in presence of a very large number of spectators. This fine vessel is th
property of Macduff owners, and as she glided from the ways amid the hearty cheers of al
present she was gracefully named tH&gmyQ by Mrs Robertson, Macduff, wife of the
managing owner. The short time in which t¥essel has been built shows the great resources
of Mr Watson'sestablishment, and shis farfrom beng of inferior quality, eitheas regards
materials or workmanship, that she is classed A1, eight years. Her dimensiand.angth

of keel, 85 feet, breadth of beam, 22 feet 6 inches; depth 14 feet 6 inches; registered tonnags
140 N.N.M.She is to be commanded by Captain Moir, late of@lwiaQ After the launch a
large party adjourned to the loft in the yard to drink success to the new vessel, which will forn
a very important addition to the shipping of the thriving port of Macdiyf. Bisset, of the
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Amy (1870). (Continued).

Commercial Company, presided, and Mr Robertson, the managing owner, acted as croupie
Under the happy auspices of these gentlemen the usual complimentary toasts were given an
most cordially responded toMr Watson, whose fame is well known for the beautifully

modelled and excellent vessels which he builds, has another schooner well advanced, and |
enterprise is altogether one of the most thriving and important in Banff. The only pity is that
hehasnotmoreamfl &LJ} OS Ay KA&a &@FNR FT2N) Ada SEGS

Vessel Name(s) | Amy.

Rig TopsailSchooner,2 masts, 1 deckprobably a squarestern, anda
standing bowsprit.

Launch Date 12 July1870.

Owner(s) MessrsBisset(manager of the Commercial Cdipbertson(agent of
the N. of S. Bank), arir Moir.

Registered Port | Banft Official No.62443

GRT 140tonsN.N.M.

Length 85feet (25.91m).

Breadth 22feet, 6inches 6.86m).

Depth 14feet, 6 incheg4.42m).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.

Figurehead Figure of a young woman clasping a bunch of flowers to her br

said to be representative of Amy the daughtemadénaging owneMr
Robertson. Carved at Aberdeen.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Cigad

Other information | By 1880 Owned byAlexander Robertson, Macduff.

By 1890 Owned byPhillip Willcock, Pentewan, Cornwall.

By 1900 Registeredht Fowey.

By 1910 Owned byMrs J. Willcocks, Calstock, Cornwall.

By 1915 Owned byAlfred Park. Newcastlepon-Tyne.

By 1918 Owned byF. Crundall & Co., Fowey.

Date Scrapped |1928 March The Aberdeen Press and Journ2l® March 1928
Lost published a photograph of her being sunk farfilm about the
submarine war
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Amy (1870). (Continued).

1871, 2% June:The Shipping and Mercantile Gazetteported as followsti [ h2 9 { ¢ h C ¢
June 23 (Btelegraph: TheW! Ysehdoner, of Banff, Moir, from Helsingborg for Lowestoft
(oats), in makindor the harbour last night in charge of a beachman, got on shore on north
side, and was assisted off by the Rainbow tug, under agreement, and into harbour at midnigh
gAOK2dzd | LI NByd RFEYF3ISoE

1928, 27" March: The Aberdeen Press and Journaported as followsoThe "Unsinkable"
WAmyQ Sir,t Afew particulars regarding the above schooner mayobenterestto some of

your readers.Builtat Banff Harbour bylohn Watsorto the order Messrs Bisset (manager of
the Commercial Co.), Robertsogdat of the N.of S.Bank), and my father all Macduff-

she was launched ihulyl1870. | happened tde onboard at her launch, and during my school
holidays| daily accompanied my father to Banff while she was being rigged and fittedBgut.

the way, the rigger was David Carnegie, late Seamen's Missionary of thiSteityas named

after Mr Robertson's young daughter, whom her figurehead representedas a striking
likeness, and reflected great credit on the Aberdeen "cawko executed it and many more

of the kind from photographsin addition there was fitted into the aftermost panel on the
starboard side of the lockdreads a coloured portrait oftlte younglady. Of a registered
tonnage of 125, she was among the first of a fleet of schoanets 145, such thé&lower of
BanfiQWgnes M. GordoQWndrew Longmor&etc. Owing to the fact that these ships had

to carry a certificated mate, with crew of seven or eight all told, they soon gave way the 111
ton class, which was reducéal a registered tonnage of 99 s toneed only a mate.She

was considered very fast, although sailormen found her a watery seawhivas engaged
mostly in the Baltic tradeMy father commanded her foright years, until theMaryQvas

built, upon which he gave place to Capt. A. Robertson of Peterhead, who sailed her for tw
years or so.She was then sold to Messrs Simpson, Inverness, who ran her the coasting ant
Londontrade. Whileshewas lying on the tiers on the Thames one of H.M. ships drifted down
on her, and rolled her stanchions, rails etc., inboard, besides damaging her above th
waterline. | understandshewas repaired by the Admiralty and soon afterwards sold to a
down-Channel port.There she was engaged carrying heavy cargoes, sughtas, cement,
China clay, chalk, and whiting, which spoke well for her strenfimy knowledge she was

in Aberdeen some years ago with a "white" cardften thinkit is a pity that some of the
figureheads of these schooners could not be preserved, for truly they were works of Art.
cannot imagine that there could be anything about tAeny'Sone, seeing she is now fifty
eight years old Perhaps an eccentric cook's carved inscription, "Cook's Office, no admittance
on the galley,” or "Cave Canem" on the dog's kennel, may account for all the trublg.
superstition dies hard. Yaurs, etc., Jas. Moir. 4 Deemount Road, Aberdeen, March 24, 1926.
6{SS LtftdaAaINIGA2Y0E
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Amy (1870). (Continued).

The sinking, for film purposesf the Banfbuilt topsailscooHJ! Ywéhich was reported
G2 0S aKIFdzyiSR¢ YR adzyaAiyill o

1928, 27" March: The same photograph was published in The Scotswitinthe caption
GSINKING A MYSTERY SHIFhe old schoonef ! Ydis@uisedasa v é Y@ aidSNE 3
sunk to provide climax to a filmllustrating the submarine war.

1928, 24' March: The Aberdeen Press and Journadported as follows:0FILM THRILL
MISFIRES Schooner Refuses to Blow Up. A third attempt was made off Portland yesterda
by a film company to blow up the schoo’d®myCior the purpose of providing a thrilling climax

to the picture which they are preparing, in which are shown the exploits of the "Q" mystery
ships during the warlLike its predecessors, the attempt failed. WhenBmayQfilled with
explosives, reached the scene of her intended grave the electric leads from the tug, by mear
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Amy (1870). (Continued).

of which the explosion was to take place, snapped twice. The schooner's decks and sails we
then soaked in paraffin and set alight. But the flames died doWe demolition party were
then directed to board the schooner again, but filled with superstitious awe, they refused, anc
the AmyCQwas taken back to Portland. Said to Haunted. Old seafaring men declared that the
Amy was haunted, and that some mysterious agency was protecting her from the fate whict
has been planned for her. Others said that figurehead, a woman clasping a bunch of
flowers to her breast, which had been taken from her bows, would have to be replaced befor
shecouldbesunkt KA A% A0 Aa adliSRY GKS FTAtY O2YL

1928, 27 March: TheAberdeen Press and Journaported as followstdThe "Unsinkable"

Ship Inadvertently there has been discovered the unsinkabletshigmost, for she has at

last been flung into Davy Jones's locker by the united exertions of a film company, ar
unrecorded weight of higbxplosive, fire, and the guns of a British destroyéever did ship
adie" more gamely than the littlBmyQ even the ElizabethaiRevengé&will not scorn to lie

in her company among the barnacles and pale vegetation and monstrous fishes of the deey
The\BmyQvas acting as a Q or mystery ship for a British cinematograph film, and her part
was to end when she was sunk by a German submaBuoéshe refused to sink even at the
third time of asking, and ancient mariners wagged sagacious and foreboding heads and swor
that she was under a charnMany a sailor, on the hazardous Q ship duties of the war, would
have been happy to feel Amy's stdumbers beneath his feet: he would, in the light of last
week's experience of her invulnerability, have been as secure as on solid laN@imyKhreas

built at Banff! And by Macduff buildersMWhat an advertisement for the little Moray Firth
building yards! She was no ship built the eclipse and rigged with curses "dark," but must
surely have been constructed in full sun and baptised with ambrosial fluid. If any ship deserve
the commemoration of the poets she does. Perhaps Sir Henry Newbolt, or Mr Alfred Noye
or Mr John Masedild, those famous singers of the sea, will be inspired to a lyric by her, or it
may be that Sir E. Hilton Young, who so happily combines politics with high finance and poeti
with both, and who was on the Vindictive on her Homeric visit to Zeebruggecealbt the

task. She was, indeed, no "Flyigtchmari to haunt the seas with towering ghostly canvas,
but an ordinary, worla-day boat built for more utilitarian purpose but not for a fate so
3f 2 NA 2 dza d¢

TheReveng€l500 tons) launched in 157%as anew type ofwarshipNBE F SNNBE R { 2
. dzA £ (0 , Bhle hatl &c2ey 6f 250 men.
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Flower of Banff (1871).
She was built to carryegeral cargo

1871, 2% June: The Banffshire Reporter reported as follovebAUNCH AT BANFFON
Monday last, a very important addition wasade to the shipping of the port of Banff by the
launch of a very handsome clipper brigantine from the building yaktr dbhn Watson.The

day was fine, and a large number of spectators had assembled to witness the launch, whic
was very successful. As the vessel glided from her fastenings amid hearty cheers, she w
named the Cf 2 g S NJbg Miss Whtsoi, @aQghter of the builder, and everyone who has
seen hemwill be ready to admit that she well deserves her name, either as regards model,
materials, or workmanship. She has a very fitiptel stern, and in place of a figure head a
billet shield. She is classed nine years,6sds3s register, and from her excellent model must
sail as alla NJ 2 | (izarRASHIIENd carry a large cargo for her tonnage. She is fitted up
with every modern improvement, arma every respect is well calculated to sustain the-well
earned fame of her builder. She is the propertyootl owners, the managing owner being

Mr A. Watsonson of the builder, and she will be commanded by Captain Masson, Findhorn
The usual banquet took place after the launch when a free exchange of fresmdignents

took place success tothe good shpCt 2 SN 2F OBSKFTEHQF2NBH2GGSY

1871, 2% June The Dundee Couriealsoreported on her launch and gave the following
additional information to abovedength, 86 feet; breadth, 28.8 feet; adépth, 11.8 feet

Vessel Name(s) | Flower of Banff.

Rig Brigantine 2 masts, 1 deck,raelipticalstern, and a standing bowspr

Launch Date 19" June 1871.

Owner(s) Banff ownersmanaging owner Mr Alexander Watson son of the
builder.

Registered Port | Banft Official No.62451

GRT 136tons.

Length 86feet (26.21n).

Breadth 20.6feet (6.28m). (28.8 ft asstated above seems incorrect).

Depth 11.8feet (3.60m).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.

Figurehead Billet Shield.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claas

Other information | --
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Date Scrapped | 1878, 20" February: 1878, 229 February: The Yorkshire Post ar
Lost Leeds Intelligencer reported as follovtBVRECK OF A SCHOONER
[f28RQA (St SIANIY WNB R SING & BEn,
bound from the coast of Morocco to Silloth (Port of Carlisle) with i
cargo of produce, totally lost on Silloth Bank on Wednesilag.whole
2F 0KS ONXBg SaoOl LISR Ay (GKS @S
WCt 2 4 SNJ, Aackording ty Thé& Shipping register, arrived
Queenstown for orders from Casablanca, and left on tieil&. Fo
[Afft20KPE

1878, 26" February:The Shipping and Mercantile Gazette reported as foll@avtOWER OF
BANFF Report of George Bremner, Masterthe schoonel Cf 2 ¢ S NJ o2 Banff, 126/ ¥ ¥
tons, from Queenstown, Feb. 17, 11A.M., for Sil(bdeans):- Proceededand arrived off
Maryport at 9 A.M. on Wednesday, the2ist., with signal up for Pilot. Hove ship to, and
kept signal flying, but no Pilot came off, and, with the strong flood tide and heavy wind from
the S.W., the ship drifted up Channel close to the Fairway Buoy, when | bore up Channel, a
passed Solway Lightship. Thence shapedse up for Silloth, and kept lead going. At 11.40
A.M., tide threequarterflood, weather very hazy, wind SW., strong, the ship getting into shoal
water, hauled her up east, when the water deepened a little, but immediately again shoaled,
when the ship strucn a bank. Tried pumps, and found ship making much water. Continued
striking, when we let go the anchoAfter letting go the anchor went into the cabin, and found

it full of water. Immediately put out boats, and all hands got into her, and abandoned ship
Had much difficulty in getting boat clear of ship. Immediasdtgr getting away the boat
cleared the ship, and capsized bottom up. Pulled boat into the southward, and got on shor
at Skinburness, about two miles eastfrom Sillgh.A f f 21 KX CSo0o® Hn PE

Fig. 106, Brigantine

Typical Brigantineig. (Wooden shibuilding by C. Desmond 919).
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Cairnrankie (1872).
She was built as aasterto carrygeneral cargpand known to havearried coal tdPortsoy

1872, ' DecemberTheBanffshire Reportereported as followsd.AUNCH AT BANRF On
Tuesday last there was launched from the building yaMrafohn WatsonBanff, a beautiful
clipper schooner, of the following dimensionsLength of keel, 74 feet; depth of holdx29
feet; breadth of beam, 20 feet 4 inches; gross registered tonnage, 83 tomslass 9 years.

The day was bitterly cold, but not withstanding this a large number of people had turned out
to witness the launch and to welcome the vessel to her future giemas usual on such
occasions, there was a full display of buntatghe Coastguard flagstaff, and by the vessels

in the harbour; nor was the new vessel, as is sometimes the case, ashamed to let her name
known, for on her namboard and her flag§Cairnrankie"was conspicuous. This name, as
our local readers will know, is taken from thestngrominent point in the hill of Cowhythe, to

the eastward of this towrt a point which by the way is of note as the chief base of the
Ordnance Survey for the district, and of still more note a few years ago, as the place where th
very extraordinary deflection of the plumb line was detected. The new vessel is not to form a
addition to our local shipping; but, as her name indicates, she may be said, notwithstanding
to have a connection with Portsoy, as she has been built to order for Mr Alex. Wright (who i
to be managing owner) Mr James Gray, watchmaker; and Mr Strachameif]jédacduff; and
Captain George Wright of this town, by whom she will be commanded, but she will hail from
Macduff. InMr Watson'syard a launch is not a great novelty, but still it is with all a moment
of excitement, although perhaps less so there than in many places. On Tuesday it was abo
one o'clock before the tide rose sufficiently, but when at last the water was believed to b
sufficiently high the ceremonial did not occupy much time. The launch was one of the mos
successful ever witnessed, aad the really handsome vessel glided from the ways, Mrs
Wright, the wife of thecaptain gracefully performed the christening ceremony. As soon as
the vessel was brought up by the check anchor, she was saluted with a ringing cheer by tf
crowd on shore, who met with a hearty response from the hearty and more venturesome crev
who crowded hedecks. It is enough to say in regard to t@airnrankie"that those best able

to judge regard her as the finest vessel of her size wirdWatsonhas yet built, whethr as
regards model, materials, or workmanshighe will be clipper rigged, and is fitted with every
modern improvement. Her sails will be furnished by Mr A. Watson, Macduff; and her rigging
etc., by Mr Munro, Banff. As soon as the launch was over a large party repaired, by invitation
to the DrillLoft, where an elegant banquet of wine and cake was served up by Mr Chalmers
Ship Tavern, and Mr Hutchison, Market Inn. Mr A. Wright, the managing owner, supportec
by Mr George Watson, Mr Simpson of Niskefo., and Mr James Gray, ably discharged the
duties of the chair; while his @awner, Mr Strachan, acted as croupier. There was a numerous
party of gentlemen and a good few ladie&fter full justice had been done to the loyal and
patriotic toasts, there was a free interchange of sentiments usual on such occasions, and w
may remark, as an illustration of the high place whidhWatson has won for himself as a
builder, that, in course of the proceedings, Mr Simpson observed that he could not better
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Cairnrankie (1872). (Continued).

express his satisfaction with th€airnrankie,"than by stating that tomorrow or next dayr
Watsonwould lay down the keel of an important vessel for himse#f statement which was
received with hearty cheersThe meeting was one of the heartiest and most harmonious
assemblages of the kind which ever took place, and we can only hope thé&ainerankie"

T for we presume there is only onemay have all the success which was so enthusiastically
wished to her captain, owners, builders, and all who had been in any way connected or to b
connected with her. She is a most beautiful craits in the waterike a duck, and, if it is her
fortune to keep clear off®als and quiclsands, should "walk the waters like a thing of Ige."

Stanley Bruce 2®BV1

Vessel Name(s) | Cairnrankie.

Rig Schooner2 masts, 1 deckprobablya squarestern, and a standin
bowsprit.

Launch Date 39 Decemberl872.

Owner(s) Mr Alexander Wright (managing owner), Mr James Gray

watchmaker; andMr Strachanflesher, Macduff; and€Captain George
Wright (master),Banff.

Registered Port

Banft Official No.62462

GRT

83tons.

Length 74feet (22.56m). (at her keel).
Breadth 20feet, 4 inches 6.20m).
Depth 9 feet, 6 incheg2.90m).
Construction Wood, carvel construction.
Figurehead Unknown.

Classification

Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claas.

Other information

Date Scrapped |

By 1880 Owned byAlexanderWright, Macduff.rs)
By 1890 Owned byGeorge Wright, Portsoy.
1893, 7™ / 18™ November: On passage from Sunderland to Ports

Lost with a cargo of coadhe foundered in a galeear the entrance to the

Moray Firth. All foucrew members were lost(See below for mor
information).

1893, 29' November: The Aberdeen Evening Expressported as follows:éA MISSING
BANFFSHIRE SHIR addition to the Banffshire shfadmiralQreported yesterday as being
supposed to be lost daring the recent gale, is now feared that the schdaienrankie of
Portsoy, is also losiShe left Sunderland on thé& nst., with a cargo of coal for Pgdrdon.

She arrived in the Firth &forth all right; and the latest news respecting her is that she left
Burntisland Roads on the evening thé'16st., so that it is probable she experienced the full
force of the storm when near the entrance to the Moray Firth. Ehenranki€xarried four

of crew. The captain belonged to Whitehills, near Banff, and the remainder of the hands tc
t 2Nl &a28 dé
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Bella (1872).

Shewas built to carry gneral cargandmainlycarried coal in her later years.

TheBanffshire Reporter Friday ® March 1872 reported as followsdLAUNCH AT Banff

On Monday last, a very handsome vessel of about 102 tons register was launched from th
buildingyard of Mr John Watson Banff amid the hearty cheers of a very large number of
spectators who had assembled to witness the interesting cerem®hg. dimensions of the
new vessel are:Length, 80 fee breadth, 212feet; depth, 102feet; and she is classed Al
nine years.This vessel was built to order for Mr D. R. Simpson, ironmonger, Wick, and she wa
named theBellaCby Mrs Grant, wife of Captain Grant, of tkaggieQ built byMr Watson

for the same owner, by whom she will be commanded. The vessels buit\Wwsatsonare
famed for their beautiful models and fine sailing qualities, but as regards model materials, anc
workmanship. his own opinion is, that tHéellaCis the most perfect and beautiful vessel which

he has yet built, which is certainly saying a good déhk woodwork of the cabin is teak, and
beautifully finished. After the launch there was the usual banquet of wine and cake to drink
success to all concerned with tHellaQ? all doubtless wishing that she may long escape the
fate of that other'BellaQrendered so famous in the Tichborne cask.\Watsonis about to

lay down another vessel for local owners, from which it appears that the shipbuilding busines
is still prosperous in Banff, as we observe thatMlessrs Geddiappear to have always their
KFryRa FdzZ fX YR (dzNYy 2dzi | ydzYoSNI 2F KI yR

COALS! COALS! COALS!

“BELLA"
On passage with Cargo of
BEST ENGLISH (TUNSTALL WALLSEND)
HOUSEHOLD COALS.

Orders for delivery ez ship now being booked.

Advertisement in thénverness Couriet5" November 1904.
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Bella (1872). (Contuned).

Vessel Name(s)

Bella.

Rig Schooner2 masts, 1 deck, squarestern, and a standing bowsprit.
Launch Date 1872.
Owner(s) Mr David R. Simpsonironmonger, Wick

Registered Port| Wick Official No.6270Q
GRT 97tons.

Length 80.5feet (24.54m).

Breadth 19.4feet (6.91m).

Depth 10.3feet (3.14m).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.
Figurehead Fitted, but details nknown.

Classification

Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claas
A&CP: Anchors and cables proved at a public machine.
LRS Surveyor: Alexander Linton.

Other
information

1883 March: Owned solely bylohn S. Simpson

1889 April: Still avned by Johrs.Simpson but put up for sale.
1890, ™ April: The Aberdeen Evening Express reported as follg
AWICK SCHOONER STRANBBDr Thurso correspondent telegraph
The schoone¥ . S df Witk{@pavement)Campbell, master, went asho
when leaving Castlehill Harbour this forenoon. The accident hapy
through the force of the wind, and the vessel not getting under full
when clearing the harbour. It is not known what injury the vesse
sustained,bit owing to the rocks on which she is stranded it mus
a SNA 2 dza @ ¢KS OFNH2 Ydzad 0SS 28
1891, February Owned byWilliam R. Low & Seymour J. Putivairo
Whitstable, South Shields.

1891, August Owned byMary J. Low & Joseph Masséindhorn.
1894 April: Owned byJoseph Massarindhorn

1903 May. Owned byMrs A. Mathison or Masson.

1903 June Owned byWilliam Smith Findhorn.

1905, 14 October:From Sunderlanébr Findhornwith a cargo of coals
master Captain John Smitkhe arrived at Lossiemouth with broken
mainmast,her sails in ribbonsher foretopmast, foretopsail, forestayss
and jib all lostn the gale in the Moray Firth ¥3ctober. From the shore
it looked like the vessel was about to be wrecked sodiesv of theLife
Saving Appatas were on the scen@and the lifeboat was on standk
ready to be launched.

Date Scrapped /

Lost

c1906 / 1907 Thoughtto have been scrapped.
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Bella (1872). (Contuned).

@

N 3rd May at 12 o'Clock Noon, at PuLtaEY
| HarBorr, by Public Auction, the Schoomner
'“mm.a"o:“@w tons , 185 tons dead
) weight, stows 1100 Barrels of i This well-
 known Schooner was boilt in 1872 in Watson's Yard,
BaNFP, and is just out of Carpeuter’s hands, under
' Beard of Trade Surveyor at Yarmouth. ' Has always
been kept in the best of order, has a good outfit, and

in o fast sailer,
JOHN SIMPSON, Owner
April 22

Advertisement inth&v2 Ky 2 Q D, R Apiil 1882 dzNJY/ I f
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Sovereign (1872).

She was built as a coaster to cargngral cargo
Referred to as a clipper schooner.

1872, 9' August:TheElgin Courant, and Morayshire Advertiseported as followsBANFF
T LAUNCHt A schooner of the following dimensions was launched from the buy@irey
of Mr John Watsoron Saturdayr Length of keel 80 feet, beam22eet, depth of hold %
feet, and her register tonnage is 82 tons. She is name@twereigiR2and has been built for
Banff owners. She is to be commanded by Captain Turner of tHBdatereigib £

Vessel Name(s) | Sovereign.

Rig Schooner?2 masts, 1 deck, squarestern, and a standing bowsprit.
Launch Date 39 August1872.

Owner(s) Henry Munrg Banff.

Registered Port | Banft Official No.62459

GRT 82 tons. (145 tons deadweight.)

Length 79.6feet (24.26m). (At her keel).

Breadth 17.8feet (6.43m).

Depth 9 feet, 6 incheg2.90m).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claas.

Other information | By 18740wned by J.G.S. Lomgre, Banff.

1878, F' February:At a public roupshe was sold toMr A. Walker,
slater, Banffor £495 GRT stated as 8ns,and she carried 145 ton
deadweight (Approx.£58,500in 2020).

1878, 229 December:She had her bowsprit, jibboom, forpmast,
topsail yard, and topsail carried away during a collision with
steamerW/ S Zofil®rid@h off Dungeness Head. She was towed
Doverharbour;her master was Captain Sinton.

Date Scrapped | 1889, 229 July:The Glasgow Herald, 24uly 1889reported that the
Lost dLloyd's agent at Lerwick telegraphs that tBevereigii{schooner), o
Banff, laden with salt, which sailed from Balta Sound on Monday n
during a fog ran on Vere Rocks, and sank in deep water.

Regarding her beam | foundid sourcedor herlengtte K2 g SOSNJ A0 Qa Y24l
Is correct, rather than the 23 feet reported in the Press.
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Sovereign (1872)Continued).

Topsalil schoner in the bay of CuIIe. (Photographer unknon). S

1849, 26" June:The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiser reported as foliowst { 9 h
CHOLERA ON SHIPBOARDI/e regret to announce that case of cholera, which ended
fatally, occurred on board the schoorie{ 2 @ S dfIBdnflwhen on her last voyage from
London tahis port. The deceased was a young man of the name of Mackenzie, belonging to
Cullen. It appears that he was first seized on Tuesdaythestant, when the vessel was in
Yarmouth Roads, and theaptain (Cravie), after some humane attempts at cure with the
remedies available on shipboard, put back to Lowestoft], amith the consent of the
authorities, landed the patient at that place. Here he was most kindly treated, and every
attention paid him which compassion could dictate of medical skill suggest. All, hpwaser
without avail, and intelligence was received here on Saturday last, announcing his death ol
the 8th instant. What renders his melancholy death padyldistressing is the circumstance
GKFd KS gla GKS az2yte azy 2F KA& Y2(1KSNE
case happened on giboard, in a narrow space, none of the other parties on board were
attackedc¢ a fact which seems to add another to the many proofs already existing that the
diseaseisno@2 Yy (i I I A 2 dz& ® ¢
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Alice (1873).

1873, 12" September:TheBanffshire Reportereported as followsdLAUNCH AT BANRF.

On the forenoon of Tuesday last another very handsome schooner was launched from th
building yard oMr John WatsonBanff A ship launch is at all times an event of interest, but
the excitement of it is all the more enjoyable when it is accompanied by favourable weather
as the one at Banff was on Tuesday. The consequence was that there were a good mal
spectators, though rnaso many as we have seen on previous occasions. This may have arise
from the fact that it was generally known that the vessel bad been built on the patent slip, and
the launch likely to be attended with less risk or difficulty. There was of course the usua
display of flags, the coastguardmen having their flagstaff fodgupied. At the appointed
time, and everything being in readiness, Mrs George, wife of Mr George, solicitor, Macduff
as we understood took her place, bottle in hand, and as the vessel was released from the
chain and run, down the rails of the slip, that lady namedWkceQ amid the cheers of all
present. This last excellent specimeMoiVatson'sability as a shipbuilder, is of the following
dimensionst Length, 84feet; breadth, 21 feet; depth, 14 feet; registered tonnage, 111
tons N.N.M.She wilbe schooner rigged and was launched with her masts set and part of her
rigging fixed. She has alligtic stern and an elegant figure head, which as her name imports

T is of female form. Her outfits are by Miss Cairnie, Macduff and her chains, anchors, etc. b
Messers Lumsden, Sunderland. She has been built to order, and under inspection, for |
Bisset, Macduff Commercial Company, and other Macduff owners; and wilhbeanded by
Captain Davidson, late of tharlairQand she can hardly fail to prove an important addition

to the shipping of the thriving port whose name she is to bear. Of her model, matamgls,

the manner in which she has been built and finished, it is unnecessary to say more than the
as she iMr Watson'slast, so she may be safely regarded as his best, as he has too high &
sense of his wetarned fame to run any risk of going backwa#sd another example, as well

of his enterprise as of the prosperity of the shipbuilding and shipping interests, we may
mention that while the one vessel was being launched, a portion of his hands were engage
in setting the stern post of another of abouttiame size, for Banff owners, the keel of which
had been previously laidAfter the launch was over the usual banquet took place in the
Volunteers' drill loft, when we have no doubt that success was freely pledged to the builder
owners, captain, anall in any way concerned with the good shidi€e of Macduff.'" As
further evidence of the prosperity of the shipbuilding intereshich is one of the most
important industries of Banff we may mention that thé/lessrs Geddi&ave another good
sized vessel all but ready for launching in their yard, which we understand is also for loce
20y SNRA P¢
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Alice (1873)(Continued).

She was built to carryegeral carg@and is known to have traded at Banff, Aberdeen, Stettin,
Baltic, later used as a coaster.

Vessel Name(s) | Alice.

Rig Schooner2 masts, 1 deckan ellipticalstern, and a standing bowspr

Launch Date ot Septemberl873.

Owner(s) John Bissetinsch, Aberdeeshire

Registered Port | Banff Official No.62469

GRT 112tons.

Length 83.9feet 25.57"m). Length of keel 80.8 fee4.63m).

Breadth 21.7feet (6.61m).

Depth 10.3feet (3.14m).

Construction Wood, carvel constructionBaltic oak larch, pitch pine Dantzic red
pineand American pine

Figurehead Female.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claas

A&CP Anchors and cables proved at a public machine.

LR Surveyor: Thomas W. Kettle.

1882 October Class reduced to 6A1.

Other information | 1873:Master, Davidson.

1882:Sill owned by Bisse& Co.with masterD. DavidsonLR).

1899, 3%' December: The Dundee Couriereported as follows
6CASUALTIESPortland, Dec. 29; Schoone! f, of(Bard, fired
rocket early this morning, and was towed into safe anchorage by
Wt S {i NeBifigQcollided with steamekV. |y 3 loNJiv&rgbal.
51 YF3SsS AT lyes dzyly26y d¢

By 19100wned by David Main, Findhorn, Morayshire.

Date Scrapped |/ 1920:British Registeclosed;fate unknown.

Lost At 47-years old, she was probably scrapped.

Norseman (1873).
She was built to carrgeneral cargpand originally built for trade to the Baltic.

1873, 29' May: TheShipping and Mercantile Gazetteported as followséOn the 24 inst. a
clipper schooner was launched from the buildyagd ofMr. Watson, at Banff Harbour. The
vessel is named th&lorsemarQand Is intended for the Baltic trade. The dimensions are 83
feet of keel and 87 feet of length deck; depth, 10 feet 11 Inches; and breadth over all 21 fee
9 inches. Thiorsemarfls classed nine years Al at Lloyds. Built to ordefNibiessemarf
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has been very carefully surveyed when on the stocks and is entirely-ofafssimaterial. The
figurehead is a fullength representation a Norse warrior. TH®rsemarfbelongs to Banff,
the Managing Owner being Mr. John W. Simpsdhe Commander will be Captain Adams,
formedy of the\W@onstanc&¥

Vessel Name(s) | Norseman.

Rig Schooner2 masts, 1deck, probablya squarestern, and a standing
bowsprit.

Launch Date 24" May 1873

Owner(s) John Walker SimpsariNo. 26%Low Street, Banff.

Registered Port | Banft Official No.62467.

GRT 125tons.

Length 87feet (26.52n). (83 feet at keel).

Breadth 21feet, 9inches 6.63M).

Depth 10feet, 11 inche43.33M).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.

Figurehead Full size representation a Norse watrrior.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claas.

Other information | 1886, 26 March: The Dundee Courier reported as follows
0BURGHEAD. Accident About nine o'clock on Saturday morning
serious accident occurred on board the schodersemarfof Banff,
whereby one of the crew, a young man named CharlakesS
belonging to Macduff, was badly, if not fatally, injuredThe
unfortunate lad was engaged scraping the jib when lost his hold
fell to the deck, a distance of about 50 feet. Dr Adam, of Elgin
telegraphed for, and was soon in attendance on the injured niéea
found he had sustained a fracture of the elbow joint and inter
injuries of a serious nature.

Date Scrapped /1890 January:On passage from London to Mogadore she \
Lost wrecked at Morroco, all hands savedSee below for further info.).

1890, 3" February:TheAberdeen Press and Jourmaported as followsdWRECK OF A BANFF
SCHOONERTelegraphic information has been received in Banff by Mr John W. Simpson
managing owner of the schoon#orsemarQ of Banff, to the effect that that vessel was a
total wreck on the coast of Morocco, but that the crew had all been salked.schooner was
commanded Alexander Mair, BanfEhe was on a voyage from London to Mogadore with
general cargoThe 2 NA S®I2W@d IS 614 mmpZ YR &1 & 0 dz
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Andrew Longmore (1874).
She was built to carryegeral cargo

1874, 23" July: TheShipping and Mercantile Gazetteported as followsdLAUNCHE®n the
14" inst. a schooner of 144 tons was launched from the building yaviks$rs. Watson and
Sonsat Banff, and was named th@ndrew Longmor@ ¢ KS @S534St Of | aaS|

YAYS &SINBZ YR ¢6Atf atrAt FTNRY . FLyFF G2

VesseName(s) | Andrew Longmore.

Rig Schooner2 or 3masts, Ideck,probablyasquarestern, anda standing
bowsprit.

Launch Date 14" July1874.

Owner(s) James GS Longmore and George MaiBanff.

Registered Port | Banft Official No0.69889

GRT 143 tons.

Length 93.4feet (28.41m).

Breadth 23feet (7.01m).

Depth 11.4feet (3.47m).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claas

Other information | 1879 Owned byWilliam Coutts, Banff

1886 Owned byRobert Morrison, Banff

1892 Managingowner James WSimpson, Banff
1893 Owned byJohn W Simpson, Banff

1896, 2% October: The Aberdeen Press and Journal reported
follows:a! [f28RQAa (St SINIYREESA]
Banff for Stettin with herring, has arrived at Copenhagen slig
damaged through collision with the Danish Biig f £ JoiBgrahsif]
GAOGK O2 f o¢

Date Scrapped /1899, 28 June:She stranded near Beacon, Stroma, Pentland Fi
Lost Scotlandand became a total loss. All hands were saved, mza
captain William Angus.

See below for more information.
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Andrew Longmore (1874). (Continued).

1899,5" July: The Banffshire Report&3S LJ2 NII S R BABFFB2HOORERIVWRECGKED.
LLOYD'S telegram says the schodAadrew Longmor€ of Banff, Westonpoint for Banff,
stranded on Thursday night near Beacon, Stroma, Pentland Firth, and became a tothéoss.
crew were savedAll went well until the Pentland Firth was reach&dhen the vessel neared

the island of Stroma, the wind fell away, and there was a dead cAlnthis point there is a
strong current, and on Thursday night the tide was running at from eight to nine miles an hour
Caught in this heavy current, and with no wind, the vessel was driven ash8t®ora Island

all endeavors to clear the island being of no avkilvas seen that the ship would break up,
and orders were at once giveéa get ready a boat. There was no time to think of saving
anything, as at any moment the vessel might heave over and engulf the crew in the surgin
waters. Thus the crew, which consisted of Mr Wm. Angus, captain; Mr James Allan, Banff
mate; Mr Alex. Brown, Banff; Mr Walter Wilson, Banff; and Mr Nellédd, Macduff, had to
leave just with the clothes they stood imhe vessel stranded at halést ten o'clock on
Thursday night, and half an hour after the crew had got safely away the ship turned keel up
The members of the crew landed in the boat on the mainland, whence information of the
unfortunate affair was telegraphed to Banffhe crew arrived in Banff on Saturday nighihe
Wndrew Longmor@vas built at Banff in 1874, and had a net tonnage of 135 tons.

Fleetwing (1874).
She was built to carryegeral cargand s known to have carriedVallsend coals.

1874, 13 February:TheBanffshire Reportereported as followsdLAUNCH AT BANFON
Tuesday last week another fine vessel was launched from the building yadd &dhn
Watson, shipbuilder, Banff, in presence of a large number of spectators. The launch was vel
successful, and the vessel was named WeetwingQ by Mrs Ironside, wife of Captain
Ironside, by whom she is to be commanded. The dimensions of the new vesseleaigth

of keel, 81 feet; breadth of beam, 21 feet 6 inches; depth of hold 10 feet 4 .inShesis
schooner rigged, of 110 tons register classed Al nine years, and is in every respect w
calculated to sustain the widespread fame of her build&isebelongs to Banff owners, and

Mr Munro, rope and sail maker, is to be ship's husband. As soon as the launch was over tt
usual cake and wine banquet took place in the draughting loft, and the usual kindly
interchange of sentiments took place. TH&etwingls intended for the Baltic trade. We
have often observed thailr Watson'sbusiness appears to be only limited by the size of his
yard, as he has always one keel ready to lay down as soon as his last built vessel has kis:
the water. On the presentcoasion he has laid the keel of another vessel of which J. G.
Longmore, Banff is to be the principal owner. In short, the shipping enterprise in Banff wa
YSOSNI Y2NB oNRAa|l GKFEY A0 KF& | LIWISIENBR (2
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Fleetwing (1874). (Continued).

Vessel Name(s)

Fleetwing.

Rig

Schooner2 masts, 1 deckprobablya squarestern, anda standing
bowsprit.

Launch Date

39 Februaryl874.

Owner(s)

Henry Munro, William Ironside, Robert Morrisorand Alexander
Milne, Banff.

Registered Port | Banft Official No.69886.
GRT 111tons.

Length 85.2feet (25.97m). (81 feet at keel).
Breadth 21.7feet (6.61m).

Depth 10.3feet (3.14m).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.
Figurehead Unknown.

Classification

Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claas.

Other information

1897, 15" December:The Aberdeen Press and Jourmaported as
T2t { 3MVEAGE AWARD AGAINST A BANFF SCHOOSERt
Yarmouth County Court on Friday, the Yarmouth Tug Company,
awarded £150 salvage for services rendered to the schod
PHeetwingQof Banff, during the recent gafe

(E150 in 1897 is equivalent to apprdd 6,400in 2024).

1902 Owned by James .JStafford, Stonebridge, @aty Wexford
Irelandandregstered atWexford master Captain George Murphy.

Date Scrapped
Lost

1919 9" January:On passage fronNewport for Wexforgd Captain
George Murphywith coal she groundedat Bel's Point, Caernarvo
Bay, four crewmemberssurvived, one died from exposur&ee below
for further details of the shipwreck.

Vessel wner wasJames). Stafford.

Crew members were CaptaieorgeMurphy, Thomas Murpy Patrick
Whelan, MatthewNeill, and James Carroll (died).

1919, 18 January:TheFree Press (Wexfordagported as followsdWEXFORD SCHOONER
WRECKED. DRIVEN ASHORE IN CARNARVON BAY. Terrible Sufferings of the Crew.
dies of Exposure. Thrilling Rescuerges. During a severe soutlvesterly gale on Thursday

9" inst., the <hoonerd Ct S S bfdVexforI§Mr J. J. Stafford, M.C.C. Wexford, whilst on a
voyage from Newport, Monmouthshire Wexford, with a cargo of coal, was driven ashore at
Dinas Dialle, in Carnarvon Bay, about five miles from the town of Carnarvon. The vessel, whi
was one of 160 tons, left Newport on thé™Jecember, with a crew of five consisting of Capt.

George Murplg, The Faythe, Wexford (master); James Carroll, Michael Stvegford
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(mate); Thomas Murphy, High Street, Wexford; Matthew Nd#ludtintown, Wexford, and
Patiick Wehlan, Distillery Road, Wexford. She encountered stormy weather soon after putting
out to sea, and the elementacreasing in fury the master tried to make for Fishguard, in
Pembrokeshire, but failed owing to the severity of the weather, and his vessel was drivel
helplessly northwards. When outside Pwllheli he meattgher attempt to seek shelter, this
GAYS Ay {(® ¢dzRgl f Qad w2l Razx odzi 4l & dzyl of
(dismasted?), the sails having been carried away by thengelof the stormand she drifted
about at the mercy of the wind and waves.K S RNR @S | K2 NXE | 6 2 dzi
afternoon at Dinas Dinlle, a syzly populated district, with only an occasional farmhouse
here and thereand a hotel (Carnarvon Bay Hotel) in the distance. The captain had made &
gallant attempt to steer his more or less unmanageable vessel through the treacherous
Carnarvon Bar to the Menai Straitshere he would have had good shelter, but the wind and
the capricious current forced the vessel on to a sand bank about 100 yards below high wate
mark The few inhabitants of the place had seen the vessel in distress in Carnarvon Bay ar
when she grounded they ran to the shore in the hope of being able to render assistance, bu
unfortunately, there was no lifesaving apparatus in the locality, atige people in the beach
were compelled to be helplesgectators of a shipwreck. The schooner was washed the

shoal in the tempestuous sea, and the waves washing over her there was grave danger of h
breaking up almost immediately. The plight of the unfortunate crew was indeed a desperate
one. They were unable leave the doomed craft and those on shaexe powerless to assist
them. The terrific storm and rain made it almost impossible to remain on the shore let alone
to lend a hand to the crew of tie C f S S (iTldse/aA thetbeach could see the men on board
the vessel wavingheir handsand gesttulating, but they could not render them any help.
Meanwhile Mrs Todd, of the Garvon Bay Hotel, had telephoned to the Customs Authorities

l v R [ AgeénéaRCaenarvon (Mr. J. Edwards Jonas)l they wired to Pwllheli, the nearest
life-saving station, eighteen miles away for assistahced dzi A 0 61 & | 0 2 dzi
apparatus and a crew of fifteen arrived on the scene. Bypaaif six the wind had moderated
somewhat, andide had also receded considerably. Police Sergeant Jones, of Penygroes, ar
a number of farmers and others from the district decided to make an effort to rescue the crew
The rescuers at grave personal risk, waded through the water about twenty yargsng
ropes, and succeeded in reaching the vessel, which was boarded by Sergt. Jones, Thon
Williams, and a man named Evans. @héhe crew seemed to be resting against the side of
the ship in a more or less prostrate state with his head hangingtbearil. The other four
werelying on the deck in an exhausted condition. On closer inspection one of thésines
Carroll (mate) was seen to be unscious. The police sergeant and his
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helpers lowered the crew by means of the ropes from the vessel and were able to get all th
five men ashore. Carroll died shortly after from exposure. Armatavasrequisitionedand

the survivors were removed to the Carnarvon Bay Hotel, where they were cared for by Mr an
Mrs Todd who provided them with warm blankets, beds and clothing. Thanks to the
hospitable treatment given them the men patrtially recovered from the effe¢keofterrible
experience. Financial assistameasgiventhe survivors @8 G KS { KA LW NB O] SR
YR bl A2yl . M Stéffar@ Wi fad jo@r@yedtd the scene on receipt of the
news of the disaster, looked after tirgerests of the men, and made arrangements for the
removal of the remains of the victita his native Wexford. The vessel gradually broke up in
the meantime end though hopes are still entertained of recovering part of the cargo it
feared that the vessel has become a total wreck.

INQUEST OF THE VICTIM

{U02NB 2F (OUKS / NBgQa {dzZFFSNAy3Iaod

hy {FO0dz2NRFe & GKS /I NYyIFNB2y . lGarnatvéhshiset >
Coroner, held an inquest on the body of Jadasoll. Captain Murphythe masterof the

G Ct S S (isaidi tiaBaftar leavindlewport on the 27 December, the vessel encountered
very stormy weather, and he made a number of attempts to run her into a place of safety, bu
he failed. She was driwvealong by the wind and after the sails had been carriedyawhe
finally grounded in Caarvon Bay.

Impossible toRemain on Shore.

PoliceSergeant Jones of Penygroes, gave evidence, describing how théwaem number,
were got ashore from the vessel. Witness arrived at Dinas Dinile2 dziT o ®on 2
Thursday. At thatime a terrfic storm of wind and rain rendered it almost impossible to
remain on shore, let alone lend a hand to the crew of4h@ t S S, Wdich yiadl Qrounded
about 400 yards below high water mark. There being neséifeng apparatus on the spot,
messages had been despatched to Pwllheli earlier in the day, but it was not till about nine
2Q0ft 201 GKFG F  LINE LIS NInlthedndaniineg] wiaén the goBneriwasO N5
within some 20 yards of the shore, witness, accompanied by Thomas Williams (Morfa Wawr
and a third man, named Evansaded through the water to the vessel and were followed by
P.C. Williams. A member of the crew had his head hanging over thel ags upon being
spoken to by the sergeant, he, with great difficidtyt down, and was helped ashore by a
number of men who had assembled from the neighbouring houses. Reomwater no other
members of the crew could be detected. Thereupon Hugh Evan Rebsaitor residing at
Belan Point, entered the vessel by means of a rope, and there found four me in a prostrat
condition, Carrolthe mate being unconsciou3hey were let down from the ship by a rope
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and after being carried ashore, were convelpganotor cas to the bungalow attached to the
Carnarvon Bay Hotel. Carroll expired shortly after being brought ashore.

Absence of Lif&saving Apparatus.

Dr Edwin Shelton Roberts also gave eviden&immoned fronPenygroesearly in the
afternoon, he told the Coroner that had there beendié&ingapparatus available nearer the
alLlRdz /I NNRfttQa tAFS YAIKG KI @S o0SSyalyal @
RAYAYA&GKSR® | S St SLK2YySR G 2yS 200t 207
Customs authoritieat Carnarvon sent two messages for assistance from Pwllheli the second
messageo the effect that men must be got together at onck.was however, nearly nine
2Q0f 201 0-&¥irg apparatiKasivet fho®Blliheli. The crew of the vessel had been
rescued. They were provided with clothenmgd hot blankets by Mr and MrBodd, of the
Carnarvon Bay Hotel, to whose kindness the men largely owe theirllivesd S NRA Ol 2
FNRY SELRadNBé 61 &8 NBGAzZNY SRdéE

A SAD HOMECOMING.

The survivorgeached Dublin on Monday night and were accommodated at the Catholic
Seanby Qa LyadAaddziS oKSNB (GKSANI gl yida &SNS
morning they returnedo their homes by the mail train, and with them was brought all that
was earthly of their unfortunate comrade, Cdlravho had shared the fate of snany of

2 SEFT2NRQa &SI YSy 2 Whidh €Se ehdtosed i a hartdso®e ddiSciinA
were met atthe stationbythe€ 22 NAG& 2F 2 SEF2NRQ& &SI FI NJ
them to the home of the family. The procession through the streetedtfothin was indeed a

sad one, andmw all sided expressions of sympathy were voiced.

THE VICTIM OF THE DISASTER.

James Carroll, who lost his life in the disaster, was a man of 31amdhr g

leaves a wife and four children to mourn his loss. He came of a seal | g
stock, andike his father before him, obeyed, at an early age, the ca ¥
the sea. He went as a boy before the mast, and for years had been < &
in schooners frorthe home port. Last year, owing to eye trouble, he gi §
up his position as mate of the®l 4t SR WCt SSGgAy3IAQ
the port. During the summer he worked at the Admiratiyedger at
Ferrybank. It was only last November he decided to go to gaia, and
it was while on his first trip after the interval in his sgang life that he
fell a victim to the perils which beset the path of the mariner. death
KFrada OFdzaASR 3INBFG INAST LI NLGAOdZ I NI & | Y2YV:*
was extremely popular. His family circle was overwhelmed with grief when our representative
paid a visiffor the purpose of eliciting information as to the sad occurrence. The widow, with
F2dzNJ @2dzy3d OKAEf RNBY I (KS RS G8died Sdurtda cosydirg. K S

James Carroll.
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James, the mother said, was thitye years of age. He went to sea when fourteen. His father
met his death by drownintyventy-four years ago, and strange to Say James died on January
12", and his father on January 9At this stage another lady member of the group interjected
with the further interesting @ncidence that the husbanof another member of the family
also died in the same monthilhe wreck occurred in Carnarvon Bay as the crew tried to run
the boat into Holyheadadded a third lady, who related a brief narrative of the happenings of
GKIG S@SylaTdd yAIKVEI GKKES LINEDREERBIRIHR R
to the beach. That was apin, and they were not rescued until 8pm. Although there were
many people on the éach they could not render any assistancCehe storm raged furiously
hurling tons of sand into the air, as, the people of the logcalated, it never ditbefore. The

crew had their lifebelts on and were ready to attempt swimming ashore, when the people on
the beactscreaned in anunited voiced 52 Yy Qi > 2NJ @82dz ¢Aff 06S &ad
on the schooner until the tide fell away. Then the peopl¢he shore waded to their recue.
Motor cars were waitindo receive them. Al kinds of comforts were provided for the crew.
They were taketo a hotel, the propetress of which was on the beawfth a motor car. On
arriving at the hotel unceasing acts of kindness were perforraad stimulants served in
order to revive the men, all of whom were prostrate. Aréficespiration was resorted to for
James, who was seemed the worst, but to no avail, his death occurring an hour after arrival
None othis comrades knew about his death until the next mornifige kindness of the people

to them excelled any that could be extended to them, even in their own codnmpotor car

was despatched a journey of seven miles for a priest, who came and ministered the last rite:
and remained with the sufferers until the next morning. He even brought candles to place ir
Jame® 2N®2 I FGSNJ KS RASR® £E@WRYER KRB L TFENBD
years. He was a devoted husband and a lo#ing i K SNJ¢ ¢ & IRR&IRA 0 KSt
Y20KSNE GGKIFIG KS g1 a NBOAGAY3I GKS w2al NB
remains arrived in Wexford on Tuesday, and before their removal to Holyhead a beautifu
wreath of variegated leaves was placed on the odfif the people who assisted in the rescue
of the crew. Captain Murphy, my brotherlaw, anduncle of James, was unfit to travel and

he was detained. A large gathering of townspeople met the remains on their arrival on
Tuesday at Wexford station whence they wezmoved to Michael Street. On Wednesday
they were interrecat Crosstown Cemetery.

Thst SyJdKe LINBaa | NIAOES O2UAYydzSR ¢AGK GK
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She was builas a coasteto carry gneral cargo

1875, ' October: The Banffshire Reporter reported as follownd AUNCH AT BANFF
yesterdayforenoon another very important addition was made to the shippirifpe thriving

port of Macduff, by the launch of a very fine schooner from thiglimg yard oMessrs Watson

& Sons Banff. We have often had occasion to say that the businetesé now famous
shipbuilders might he very greatly expanded were it not fosthallnes®f their yard; and in
consequence of the want of more sufficient accommodation, the vessel launched yesterda
had been built on the patent slip, though not of coursetlancradle of it. The launch was

thus not a launch in the ordinary sense of the word; but, as the sequel showed it was attende
with far more trouble and difficulty than if it had been sbhe machinery of the patent slip
appears to be getting pregtmuch the worse for tear and weas besides very great difficulty

in getting the vessel to start, she did not go down with sufficient force to carry her into
sufficient water to float her.n all other respects the launch was venccessfiyand all that

had to be done to make it entirely so, was to draw the vessel up a little on the slip again anc
more thoroughly clear the slip at low water. In the bustle we missed the lady's name wha
performed the ceremony of christening; but she ceryaildl not niss the vessel, as she named
her theWlaryQamid the cheers of all around, when she began to mduee dimensions of

the WlaryQwhich is full riggednd equippedvith all her sails bent, are as followd:ength of

keel, 81 feetoverall, about 84 feet; depth of hold, 10 feet, 4 inches; breadth of beam 21 feet
6 inches. She is registered 99 tons; but her gross tonnage is considerablyshwie classed

Al for nine years. In point of materials, model, and workmanship she is the builders; last an
best,which is althat need be said, as the style in whilssrs Watsorbuild and finish their
vessels is already well knowB8he has been built for MRobertson, bankeMr Farquharson

and Mr George, solicitor, all of Macduff, under the inspection of Captain, Mg of the
AmyQof that port, by whom she will b@mmanded, and who is alsopart owner; and she

is already chartered to proceed to the Balfithe launch banquetvhich was purveyed by Mr

| KIf YSNA 2F GKS { KAL) ¢ @S NY adjoinirgyzhg hailbiiut, &dé A
was attended by a large number of ladies and gentlemmmected with the towns of Banff
and Macduff. MrGeorge, solicitor, presided, and Captain Moir discharged the duties of
croupier. The CHAIRMANaving apologized for the unavoidable absence of Mr Robertson,
who is to act as managing owner of tkaryQgave in succession the health of Her Majesty
and the Prince and Princess of Wales, and other loyal and patriotic toasts, all of which wer
loyally responded to.
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Captain Hodge then in very happy terms proposed success Wlangand to her owners
coupling the toaswith the name of Captain Moir, for whom the Chairman replied to the toast.
Mr Gray, watchmaker, Macduff, in an effective speech proposed the health of the builders and
all the other tradesmen engaged in the construction and outfitting of the vessel. He spoke ir
veryeulogistic terms of the way in which they had performedwhurk, and in absence of the
Messrs Watsorfwhose attention was still engrossed with the vedselyoupled with his toast

the name of Mr Robert Watson, blacksmith, who made a very efeecgply.

ExProvost DALLAS, in exceedingly complimemganys proposed the health of Captain Moir,
with whom he said he had long had dealings and in whose ability and integrity he had the
highest confidence. He wished him and his vessel every success. Captain Moir, who amon
his other good qualities appeaiis possess the virtue of modesty in a very high degree, briefly
returned thanks.

¢tKS a[FRAS&aXé (GKS G{KALWAY3IA LyaGSNBaildz¢
al ORdzFFZ¢ YR | ydzYoSNJ 2F 20KSNJ G2rada
cordially responded to, and a very pleasant hour was thus spent in wishing sudbessaod
shipW a I ,N\MBich any owner, captain, or port may well be proud of. We observiisdrs
Watson have another vessel pretty well advanced; and asMlssrs Geddidave also one

wellforward. It is thus evident that shipbuilding is still onéhaf most important industries of
Y FFT YR 2dzNJ 6A&aK Aa OGKFG AG Yele t2y3 C

1894, 24 December] f 22 RQa [ A & ( :NB LIMGLIONEdR, Deci 24, Rdvicds 2 &
from Orkney state that during the gale the schoowea | ,&EBENff, went ashore at the west
side of Kirkwall Harbour. The gale had abated yesterdag theW a | Wds @wed into
YANJ] g€t a0 yAIKIZ adzllll2aSR y20G &SNR2dz

1984, 29 DecemberdTHE ORKNEY ISLANBSerrific gale of northerly wind suddenly swept
over Orkney on Saturday morning, and continued to rage for about nine hours. When it wa:
at its height the schooné¥ a I ,fEBenff, which was anchored in Kirkwall Bay, began to drift,
and ran for shelteto the harbour, but missed and was brought up outside the west pier. By
the aid of people on shore the vessel was made fast there, however, and after the gale abate
she was got safely into the harbsr ¢ KS RI YIF 3S &dzaAa Gl AYySR g1 2
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Vessel Name(s) | Mary.

Rig Schooner?2 masts, 1 deck, squarestern, and a standing bowsprit.
Launch Date 315 September 1875.

Owner(s) Alexander RobertsonBanff.

Registered Port | Banft Official N0.773897.

GRT 110tons.

Length 86.2feet (26.27m).

Breadth 21.5feet (6.55m).

Depth 10.3feet (3.14m).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claas

Other information | By 1894:She wasowned by A. Wilson, Macduff.

Date Scrapped | 1900, B" December:On passage from Sunderland to Banfith a
Lost cargo of coalshe was driven ashore at Balmedie, Aberdeenshiitee
crew abandoned ship in theown smallboat, all hands wersaved.
See below for more information.

190Q 22" December:At a public auction held in th&tanley Hotel
Regent QuayAberdeen, lhe wreck as she lay on the beadhgcluding
masts, gear, and sails attached, was sold for £29 to Mr Toug
Belhelvie. Her cargo of coals was mostly washed out by the sea,
what remainedsold for£3.

Some of her remains can still be seen at the wreck site at low-t
National Grid Reference: NJ98101830.

1900, 19' December:The Aberdeen Press and Journaported as follows®éSCHOONER
WRECKED NEAR BELHELVIE. CREW RESCUED BY AN ABERDEHR&TRAWGEHRIayY
morning, while the schoon&ary(QCaptain Matheson), belonging Mr Wilson, shipowner,
Banff, was proceeding north on a voyage from Sunderland to Banff with a cargo fstwal
grounded on the sands about 1%~ miles south of Belhelvie, and became a total wreck. Tt
crew, four in number, after the vessel stranded, took to their boat, and were picked up about
two hours afterwards by the steam trawldPb 2 NI K | (Zdpthiii RdbgitQCook),
belonging to the North Line of trawlers at Aberdeen, and brought to Aberdeen.

NARRATIVE BY THE CREKé crew state that thi a | MES2nderland on Friday morning
for Banff with a cargo of coals. On entering the North Sea they encountered a strong south
westerly wind, which, however, they found favourable owing to the fact that they were sailing
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in a northerly direction All the sails were set, and the schooner made considerable speed, the
sea being comparatively smooth. All went well until the schooner passed Girdleness, whe
the wind increased in force, and the captain, fearing that the vessel might be driven out to
aSF> Gdz2NYySR GKS a0OK22ySNRa KSIR (26l NRa
timesassumed the proportions of a gale. Donmouth was passed safely, butkdile Was Q
sailing along Belhelvie coast she suddenlyugd®d on the sands about 1% miles from the
coastguard station at Belhelvie, and about a mile from the shore. Immediately on stranding
the vessel sprang a leak, and began to fill rapidly. Signals of distress were sent up, and in
short time the coastguals from Belhelvie appeared on the scene with theirskfeing
apparatus The rockets sent up by the coastguards however, unfortunately fell considerably
short of the vessel. Seeing this, the crew got into their boat, mestdeemed advisable not

to attempt to land on the sands, as the sea was somewhat choppy and the craft a very lighi
one. About two hours afterwards a trawler hove in sight, and being attracted by the signals
which were sent ugherded round to the rescue of the crewhe trawler turned out to be the

Wh 2 NIl K | of Biedeen gEQRobert Cook, Union Grove, master). Theofrdve
schooner who had been dodging about in their little boat, were picked up and taken on boarc
the trawler. On learning the state of matters, Captain Cook went as near the schooner a:
possiblewith the trawler, and then sent some of his crew on board to see if there was any
LI2daAoAtAle 2F G26Ay3 GUKS WalNEQ 2FF (KS
but could make no headway, as the water was rushing in faster than it coyldrbped out,

and the forepart of the schooner was now undater. Seeing that it was hopeless to get the
vessel of the sands, Captain Cook, after getting his crew on board, backed the trawler out t
sea again, and then headed round, and made for Aberdeen. On reaching the Albert Basin, t
crew of theWal MBE®MNS aSyd G2 GKS {FTATt2NBQ Lyaiaa
comfortably looked after by the superintendent, Mr R. Beveridge. The following are the name:
of the crew:- William Matheson, Macduff, captajrAlex. Innes, Banff, mate; John McPhail,
Banff,seaman and Ton Abalin, a Rusdtinn seaman. The schooner, which is a small vessel
of 99 tonsgross, was built in Banff about 25 years ago. The vessel s insured. Great praise
due to Captain Cook for his gallant rescue of the shipwrecked seamen, and had there been a
possibility of taking the vessel off, the trawler would have done so, becheasis regarded as

one of the most powerful vessels at the port. The seamen were fortunate in saving all thei
effects. The captain and Mr Marr, Marischak$t, the local broker, proceeded to the vessel
2y {dzyRIF&3x odzi Ad ¢t a asSSy GKIFIG GKS ONI T
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Several other local newspapaeported on thegrounding of thé! a | Xt €btreportingas
detailed asabove, howeverit wasalsomentioned that he cargo of coals were designated
for Mr William Robertson, Banff, themnanaging ownerwas Captain Wilson,Banff
harbourmaster and that the vesselsgbookwas saved.

John Watson (1875).

She was built to carryegperal cargo

1875, 11" June:TheBuchan Observer and East Aberdeenshire Adverntgmrted as follows:
GlaiS aaNB 3Jdrd]thefeywssdaunched on Saturday one of the finest vessels ever built
in Banff. She is named tdehn Watsonand is 110 feet keel, 26 feet breadth of beam, and
12 feet 7 inches depth of hold. She is classed Al for 10 years, is 220 tons gross, is intended
the Mediterranean trade, and is to be commanded by Capt. Storm, late dRgmes M.
Gordor® ¢tKS OKNRaGSYAYy3d ¢l a LISNF2NX¥SR aNB

Vessel Name(s) | John Watson.

Rig Schooner3 masts, 1 deckprobablya squarestern, and a standin
bowsprit.

Launch Date 5 Junel875

Owner(s) George SteelegSeafieldStreet Banff.

Registered Port | Banft Official N0.69896

GRT 221 tons.

Length 112.9feet (34.41m). 100 feet(30.48m)at keel.

Breadth 25.3feet (7.71m).

Depth 12.8feet (3.90m).

Construction Wood, French oak and pitch pinearvel construction.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. CIh881

Other information | Master¢ Captain R. Storm.

Date Scrapped | 1879, 23 November:While discharging cargo at Timaru B&outh
Lost Island, New Zealanthe vessel was driven ashore on a re#éfBloody
WI O1 Q& sagkishbiily dftefiardin 20 fathoms of water10
miles off Waimate.No lives were lostMaster- CaptainR.Storm.
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She was built to carryegeral cargpand is known to have carried Wallsend coals to Banff.

| could not find a preslswunch articldor this vessel.

Vessel Name(s) | Olivia.

Rig Schooner2 masts, 1 deckprobablya squarestern, and a standin
bowsprit.

Launch Date 5 May 1875

Owner(s) Alexander RobertsonMacduft.

Registered Port | Banft Official N0.69894

GRT 80tons.

Length 74feet (22.56m).

Breadth 19.2feet (5.85m).

Depth 9.3feet (2.83m).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claas.

A&CP: Anchors and cables proved at a pubéchine.
LR Surveyoithomas W. Kettle.

Other information | Signal lettersNVGJ.

Date Scrapped | 1885 16" January She was weckedwhile making forSunderland
Lost Harbour in ballasait 5 pm,when she stuck on the Band went ashore
behindthe South Pieandwent to pieces The crew of fivevere saveq
by the Life Brigadeusingthe rocket apparatus Master was William
Callumandownersthe Macduff Commercial Company.

1885, 20" January:The Sunderland DailfEcho and Shipping Gazetteported as follows:
OSALE OF THBLIVIAT TheWliviaQ a schooner of 74 tons register, belonging to Banff,
which was wrecked near the South Pier on Friday night, was sold yesterday Mr A. T. Croy
acting under instructions received from Mr Thompson Shields, of Sunderland (agent to the
Underwriters.) There vgaa large attendance, about 1,000 people being present. Bids were
brisk, and as a consequence the whole ship, or rather what remained of her, was sold. Portior
of the hul which had been reduced to matchwood were sold to Mr Hold, who gave £10 for
one lot and to Mr Weston for £6. Messrs Lamb and Sons purchased the anchors and chai
for £19; the sale realising a total of £55. Mr Crow will sell the wreckage Watg Ann DufR

I Yy20KSNI { O20 0K aO0OK22y SN 6NBO1SR tlFaid 6SS]

141



John Watson, ShipbuildeMhitehills and Banff1.830 to 1879. Stanley Bruce 2®v1

Olivia (1875).(Continued).

e

SCHOONERE FOR SALE AT MACDUFF. |

For Sale, by Private Bargain,

HE SCHOONER :oOmvn ” of
Banff] with Stores, &c., as she pre.

sently lies in the Harbour of Macduff,

Was very -troncgonbnilt for the present

by Messrs Watson & Bon, in May 1875,

Owners
and classed Al Nine years; passed -time survey in
R e Pt e S P
: n exce . Apply to
gistered tonnags, o ROBERTSON, Bank Agent, or
WM, CALLUM, Shipmaster.

Macduff, 23rd January 1882,
Schoonek! h f &ddertisefhentfor salein the Banffshire Journal and General Advertiser
315 January 1882.
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She waduilt to carry gneral carg@nd is known to have traded initially to the Batt@untries

of Denmark, Germanysweden,Poland and RussiaHer cargoes outward bound included
barrels of saltedherring and oil cak¢used as animal feed or fertilizer), inwarnisber and
grain. From 1887 shdraded predominatelybetween Ireland and South Wales but also
between ports of N.W. and S.E Englaadd Lisbon (Portugafarrying raw materials and
grains.

-

p:u

/ mwuﬂl&f

SchoonerQ 2 I g S. I\KPh[otégfathr unknown)

1876, F' February: The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiseported as follows:
OBANFF LAUNCH. On Saturday last, there was launched from the Building Yakteeérs

John Watson & SorBanff, very trim, finely finished schooner. The weather being fine, a large
number of spectators assembled on the Braeheads, on the quay, and on every available poi
2y (KS @gSaasSta Ay (GKS KIND2dzNE G2 4lacky Sa
everything being in readiness, Miss Cormack, Wick, eldest daughter of the owner, gracefull
performed the ceremony of naming the vessel, and'tWater Lily' dashed prettily into the
water amid the cheers of the assemblihe launch was entirely successful. Water LilyQ

is a schooner of graceful lines, and, likeaa & & NBE  avbrk] & thofoQghly well finished.
The length of the vessel is 81 feet; breadth of beam, 21 feet 6 in.; depth of hold, 10 feet 4 in.
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The gross tonnage is 109. THéater Lil\Qs classed 9 years Al at Lloyds. The vessel will be
commanded by Capt. Williamson, late of the A 2 yAfeS tNdHldunch, a number of ladies
and gentlemen met in the loft near the building yard, where wine and cake were liberally
dispensed. The chair was occupied by Capt. Sutherland, Portsoy, and Mr James Gray, Macd
was croupier. The usual loyal and patriotic toasts having been given and duly honoured,
Captain Sutherland gave in very appropriate terms success # thé S NUhd tdasts2ofP Q
the owners, builders, Capt. Williamson, who is to command the vessel, etc., etc., were als
given and received with cheers. The whole proceedings passed off very much to th
satisfactoy 2F |t f O2yOSNYSR®E¢

Vessel Name(s) | Water Lily

Rig Schooner2 masts, 1 deckprobablya squarestern, and a standin
bowsprit.

Launch Date 29" January 1876.

Owner(s) Donald Georgesonwick.

Registered Port | Wick Official No.i70521

GRT 110tons. (99 tons net).

Length 86.4feet (26.33n).

Breadth 21.6feet (6.58m).

Depth 10.3feet (3.14m).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.
Her hull was sheathed in felt and yellow metal.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claas.

A&CP: Anchors and cable®ved at a public machine.

LR Surveyor: Thomas W. Kettle.

Other information | 1883 Sill registered at Vitk, owner G. Georgesgnand master G,
Williamson(LRS).

1887:0wned bywilliam J. Shore, Runcorn, Cheshire

1888: Owned byJohnand AliceHoward, Runcornand egisteredat
Liverpool.

1892:0wnedby. Sy 2F YAY hQ/ 2y Vy.2NE . I Y
1894:0wned byPatrick Driscoll, Bantry, Ireland

1900 Owned byTimothy Driscoll, Sherkin Islar@o. Corklreland.
1902 November While sitting at anchoin the harbour of refuge
Outer Roads, Holyhead Wales the schoonerW YtiS( 5 | Ndf
Cardigarcollided with her.

1909: Owned byHarry C. Chugg, Brauntddorth Devon.
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Otherinformation | 1914, & DecemberShe grounded at Abersoch, Wales during a stc
(Continued Captain H. C. Chugg ahér crew were rescued by the Aberso
lifeboat. She was later refloated.

1914: Registered at Barnstaple.

Date Scrapped [1917, 10" September: On passage from Runcorn, Cheshire
Lost Cherbourg, France with a cargo of coal, she vegduced by Germar
submarine WCG51Qabout 8 miles NE from Pendeen Lighthouss
Cornwallandsubsequentlysunk with bombs.
Wreck location50° 18'N, 540'W, 8 miles NE of Pendeen Lighthou
Cornwall

There is more information regarding this vessel online in a report writte@dngth J.S. Davies
in May 2021for the Nautical Archaeology Socigtylalvern Archaeological Diving Unit
www.madu.org.uk

Schooner on Banff Harbour Patent Sliate unknown (Bremner, Banff).
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Fair Wind (1876).

1876, 2T September:The Aberdeen Journakported as followséDISTRICT NEWBANFF
LAUNCHt On Wednesday afternoon there was launched from the buigand ofMr John
Watson,; & G0KS KIFNDB2dzNE I FAYS a0K22ySNJI 2F wmMp.
10 feet 11 inches depth of hold, and 23 feet 8 inches beam. The schooner is coppered, anc
mostly built of native timber from the wood of Montcoffer. Her claggibo is 9 years Al at
Lloyds. The vessel is intended to be employed in the Mediterranean and Baltic trade, and is
be commanded by CaptaMasson, formerly of th#¥lower of BanfQ As the schooner left the
ways she was named thair WindQby Miss Storm, daughter of Captain Storm, instead of by
Mrs Masson, the wife of the captain, who is in delicate healtieWair WindQvas built upon

the patent slip, and as there is only a slight incline towards the water, the vessel moved of
very slowly, and stuck about halfay down the ways. A couple of strong ropes were attached
to the schooner, but all efforts to move her proved fruitldsss expected, however, that the
vessel will be fully launched at next ti€leshe gotstuck on the ways due to the patent slip
wheels being seizedShe gt off the sameday at midnight.

Vessel Name(s) | Fair Wind.

Rig Schooner probably 3masts, 1 deckprobablya squarestern, and a
standing bowsprit.
Launch Date 20" September 1876.
Owner(s) Alexander WatsonBanff.
Registered Port | Banft Official No.:73908
GRT 156tons.
Length 98.3feet (29.86m). (92 feet(28.04m)at keel).
Breadth 23feet, 8inches 7.24m).
Depth 10feet, 11 inche43.33M).
Construction Wood, carvel construction.
Her hull was sheathed in copper.
Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claad

Other information | 1883 Owned byGeorge Steel Banff.

1890 Owned byJohn Walker Simpson, Banff.

By 1902 Recorded a437net tons.

Date Scrapped /1903, 18" September:On passage from Macduff f@tettin with a
Lost cargo of barreled saltherrings, Be dranded at Nedingnen,near
Gothenburg, SwedenThe master lost his lifegll other hands were
saved. 1,340barrels of salt herringvere salvaged fetching £200
while the wrecked hull, sold in situ, made only £180.
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1876, 11" October: The Aberdeen Press and Journal reported as follawg: K S FA Yy S
schoonerW C I A NJwHich waR l@unhched a short time ago from the building yafdedsrs
Watson, sailed orSaturday for Blythunder the command of Captain Masson. A large number
of persons assembled on the pier to give the ship and creledictory cheer. The weather
was very fine and the schoongailed up and down the bay for a considerable time with a
large number opersons on board, who were afterwards takenback & KS KI ND 2 dz

1903, 18 September:The Banffshire Reporter reported as followVRECK OF A BANFF
SCHOONER. DEATH OF THE CAPAANTIVE OF PORTS®@x.Friday night a telegram

was received at Portsoy intimating briefly the death of Captain James Smith and the loss ¢
the schooneM*airwindQ of Banff, of which vessel he was in command. The sad news was
received with sincere regret throughout the town, of which Captain Smith was a much
respected native. TH&airwindQeft Macduff on 2¢ September with a cargo of herrings for
Stettin. The vessel, which got caught in Thursday's gale, was stranded at Midingen, nea
Gothenburg, in Sweden, and became a total wreck. From intelligence now to hand, it appear
that Captain Smith perished through exhaustion. The other members of the crew were lande
safely. Over a dozen other vessels were lost in the vicinity of Gotgemdiich shows that

the gale in which th&#grwindQvas lost must have been exceptionally severe. Pe@evindQ

one of tre last of the fleet of schooners belonging to Banff, was buili876,was 135 tons
register, and was owned by Mr John W. Simpson and others. Captain James Smith, who h
thus been suddenly cut off at the comparatively early age of 44 years, was, as we have alreac
indicated, a native of Portsoy, being the eldest son ofdateeMr James Smith, shipbuilder,

and Mrs Smith, of Boyndie Cottage, Chapel Street. After leaving school he took to a seafarir
life, and served his apprenticeship on board®eroress of StrathspeQthen engaged in the
coasting trade. At the early age of 21 he succeeded in gaining a master's certificate. H
subsequently underwent two voluntary examinations, gaining certificate as extra master, and
also one for competency in steam. The first Vdssaailed in as master was ti#olunteeiQ

of Banff. He afterwards had command of several large Glasgow vessels, and traded in all par
of the world. It is worthy of mention that during the time he was master oftbkinteeiChe

saved the crew of a French ship. For his bravery on this occasion, he received public recogniti
at the hands of the French Republic, having been presented with a silver medal and a diplom
Another incident which illustrates his fearlessness, bravad/r@source in the time of danger
and emergency may be here referred to. While on a voyage round Cape Horn, his ship, tt
Ben NeviQsprung a leak. It happened that the carpenter of the vessel was unwell at the
time, and Captain Smith undertook to repthe damage, if possible. He accordingly had
himself lowered over the side of the vessel, and at the risk of his life successfully plugged tt
hole. By this brave act he was the means of saving the ship and crew. Unfortunately, howeve
he received sudhnjuries in performing the work as laid him aside for a considerable time.
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Captain Smith afterwards joined the bargq¥acduffQ of Glasgow, but had the misfortune
when assisting the crew to slip on the deck amdre his knee. He was invalided home for a
long time. On his recovery, about a year ago, he joined&hiewindQ of Banff, on which he

met his death. Captain Smith was much liked by all with whom he came in contact, his kindl
and genial disposition gaining for him many friends. His loss is mourned by a wide circle. F
his widowed mother and the remaining membef the family the sincerest sympathy is being
SELINBaaSR Ay (GKSANI a2NB o0SNBI gSYSyiloé

1903, 19' September:The Dundee Evening Post reported as follodV8RECKED SCOTTISH
CREW. ARRIVE HOMEDO®Y. The crew of the Scottish schooM&sirwindQ of Macduff,
which was wrecked in the storm in the Baltic while proceeding to Stettin with cured herrings,
were landed today at Grimsby by the Wilson |i¥&iandaQand proceeded to their homes in
Scotland. Mr J. Smith, captain #airwind® & dz0OdzYo SR (2 SELJ a dzNX

1903, 229 September:The Banffshire Journal reported as followis2 w9/ Y hC ¢1 9
SCHOONER FAIRWIND. RETURN HOME OF SURVIVING CREW. The surviving membe
crew of theW C I A NiiefongiRgto Banff, which went ashore on the Swedish coast, as
reported in last issue returned to their homes in Banff, Macduff, and Portsoy on Saturday; ant
in an interview with one of the crew yesterday we elicited the following details about the loss
of the vessel. ThH¢ C | A NassihgdrRe® af 135 tons register left Macduff Sfifst. with a
cargo of 1497 barrels of herrings for Stettin. Mrniitls (46), Portsoy, was master of the
vessel; and the crew wereWillaim Angus (50), Banff, mate; Neil Macleod (48), Macduff;
Thomas McLauchlan (39), Macduff; John Adamson (41), Portsoy; C. Smith (19), Copenhag
and Robert Callum (18), Macduff (appren). The ship, under a strong soetist wind, made

a good passage across the North Sea. On Saturday and Sunddy gtie@) the wind blew
FNRY (GKS y2NIK ¢Saidz FyR> LI} aaay3d dzJ G§KS
went well. On Monday morning the Skaw was passed, and the ship had a favourable win
whilst proceeding up the Cattegat. On Wednesday morningvind veered round to the
southsouthwest, and as the day lengthened it increased in force. By this time the vessel wa
half-way between the Skaw and Elsinore, and it was encountering the full force of the wind
which had now sprung into, not a gale, batcomplete hurricane, accompanied by a
GNBYSYR2dza RSt daAS 2F NI AY 6KAOK TSttt fA1S
Niddigens island, which is about fifteen miles south of Winga, the entrance to Gothenburg
were sighted, and such was theN®S 2F (GKS gAYR GKIFG GKS 2
FGGdSYLIWGa 6SNB YIRSXE o6dzi Ay OFAYyXZ IyR lo2d
driven on the rocks near one of the lighthouses on the island. The island is about 300 yarc
long and aboufl00 yards wide, and the rocks project out to the sea for a considerable distance
under the water. About halin-hour after the ship had struck it began to break up, and the
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hopes of the crew of ever reaching land were faint. The rocks had pierced seven or eight fe
through the bottom of the vessel, and the waves dashed over it with great fury, making it
unsafe for the crew to remain on deck. The first to make a move vilasnCtne apprentice,

who, divesting himself of part of his clothing, strapped aldé# round his waist, and at great

risk plunged into the water. He made for the direction of the lighthouse, but with the strong
current he was carried a considerablstdnce out of the route. He got to the lighthouse,
however, very much exhausted. Seeing that he was safely landed. Macleod also took to tt
water, and he was shortly afterwards followed by McLaughlan, both of whom reached the
lighthouse in safety. Theest of the crew remained on board, three of them taking what
shelter there was to be found in the forecastle, which was partly full of water. The captain,
however refused to go below, lest the vessel might heave over, and he died on tinetkeck
landedtoday at Grimsby by the Wilson lindrlandaQ and proceeded to their homes in
through exhaustion and exposure to the terrific rain and wind. The storm had moderated
a2YS6KIFEGO 0@ CNARIFE Y2NYyAYy3IAZ YR Fo2dzi FAL
ship to the lighthouse in a small boat. There they, like the three whpreadded them, were
treated with every kindness by the two keepers. A Swedish Customs boat on Friday arrived
the scene, and Angus, Macleod, and Callum were taken on bodrthaded at Goatscar, a
port seven miles north of Gothenburg. The rest of the crew remained at the lighthouse until ¢
salvage boat took them to Goatscar, and they along with the others were afterward taken to
Gothenburg in a steamboat sent for them by tBritish Consul. The salvage boat managed
to secure about 200 barrels of herring, but the crew lost all their clothing save what happenec
G2 Ft2r0 G2 GKS &adzNFIFOS 2F GKS g 01SNW /1
was taken charge of by &British Consul. The crew were cared for in the Sailors Home, where
they remained till Wednesday last, when they left for Grimsby on board one of the Wilsor
liners named¥ h NI I Th&Zfved at Grimsby on Friday morning, and were sent to their
homes in the North, where they arrived on Saturday forenoon, by the agent for the
{ KALWNBO]T SR al NAYSNEQ {20ASGeo [ FLIGEAY {
and arrived atf SAGK 2y {dzyRI'gd Y2NYyAy3Io ¢t KSYyOSs
accompanied the remains to Portsoy, where they arrived yesterday morning. A large numbe
2T FTNASYRA 46 AGSR GKS I NNAGIFE 2F GKS dopr
home, Boyndie Cottage, Chapel Street. The funeral is to take placehizcento Portsoy
Churchyard at 1.30 p.m. today. The relatives of Captain Smith appreciate very much th
kindness and attention shown by Mr Duff, British Consul, and the people of Gothenburc
generally, in looking after the body and seeingligpatched The crew who were saved
appreciated in an equally high degree the kindness of the Consul and of those who cared f
0KSY Ay { 86SRSy®¢
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Victoria (1876).
She was built as aasterto carrygeneral cargo

1876, 3¢' May: The Banffshire Journal and General
Advertiser reported as follows:BANFFtT NEW
VESSELKL. There was launched from the building yard
of Messrs John Watson & Spshipbuilders at Banff
Harbour, on Thursday, a schooner which is owned at, §
and is to trade from the port. The new vesselis 99 tons s
register, and is classed Al at Lloyds for ten yeldes. 3
dimensions ara 82 feet of keel, 21 feet beam, and
10%feet depth of hold.Mrs Henry Minro performed
the ceremony of naming the vess#lictoriaQ Mr
Munro, rope and sailmaker, is managing owner, and
the WictoriaCwill be commanded by Captain J. Munro.
A number of ladies and gentlemen met after the
launch, when wine and cake were servetr H.
Munro, who presided, proposed success to the Henry Munrg1840 to 1919)
WictoriaQ and the number of toasts were given Provost of Banff.

appropriate to the occasion.Messrs Watsonhave (Photographer unknown

I y20KSNJ gSaasSt 2y 0KS add201aoé

1895, 17 December: The Banffshire Journal reported as followBANFF.c General
satisfaction will be felt in Banff as well as along the coast, at the news received yesterday
the arrival in port of the schoond + A O &f Badk, WwHh left Banff on Monday“anst. For
Grangemouth. The schooner, which was built at Banff in 1876, and stands 98 tons net, an
belongs to Henry Munro, Ropewalk Cottage, was a fortnight on the voyage, and as during tha
time heavy weather was experienced along the coast, in somésnaineasiness was felt at

the vessel not having been heardsobner. The feeling of disquiet was all the more keen that
most of the crew belonged to the district, the captain, IMdack, belonging to Portsoy, and
three of the others to Banff. Happily, as stated, the vessel arrived at Grangemouth yesterday
KFr@dAay3d 6SSy RStlI@8SR FYR UKNRgy 2dzi 2F KSN
1897, 19" January¢ KS ! 6 SNRSSYy t NB&da | y RDAMAGENI) BANFMNIS
SCHOONERThe schooneW + A O,(oRBMf ifrdn Guernsey with a cargo of stones, passed
DN} #SaSyR FT2NJ 5SLIWiF2NR / NBS] lo2dzi G4Sy 2C¢
W/ 2t dzetdalll vikh her bowsprit caried away and stem and port bow damagEae
captain of theW+ A ONB NBR N2SR (KI i KAa ©@SaaSf KIFIR oS
morning with the steameW 9 | & { 6 & ldahdignSWhith was proceeding to the Tyne. After
the collision, he further stated, the latter vessel proceeded on her course. No arrangemer
had been made withth&?/ 2 f dzY o A | Q
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Victoria (1876).(Continued).

1897, & September:The Shields Daily Gazette reported as folldwsd ¢ K S  Y&E+OKR(122yNS
of Banff, from Middlesbrough, laden with railway chairs, was assisted into Ramsgate on

a2zyRIFIe yAIKG KFE@Ay3d t2a0 al At aode
Vessel Name(s) | Victoria.
Rig Schooner2 masts, 1 deckprobablya squarestern, and a standin
bowsprit.
Yard No. 43.
Launch Date 25" May 1876.
Owner(s) Henry Munrg rope and sail makeBanff.

(Provost oBanff from 1896 to 1902).

Registered Port | Banft Official No.73903
GRT 108tons.
Length 86.5feet (26.36m). 82 feet at keelZ5.00m).
Breadth 21.7 feet(6.61m).
Depth 10.3feet (3.14m).
Construction Wood, carvel construction.
Her hull was sheathed in felt and yellow metal.
Figurehead Unknown.

Classification

Lloyds Register of Shipping. Cla8a1l

Other information

1883:0Owned by Hnry Munro, Banff,master A. King.

1897, 18 February:The Banffshire Advertiser reported as follav
OSALE OF SCHOONERhe schooneWictoriatbf Banff has been so
privately by Provost Munro, Ban® a shipmaster in Brompton ¢
Severn, GloucestemheWictoriaQwas built in 1876 at the Banff slip |
Mr John Watsonand wasinety-nine tonsregistereds

By 1900 Owned byWilliam Cook, Framptoon-Severn.

By 1904 Owned byFrank NurseCommercial Road;loucester.

Date Scrapped
Lost

1911,16" February The Dundee Courier reported as followBANFF
SCHOONER MISSINGhe following vessel, which has been repo
overdue, was yesterday posted at Lloyd's as misging¥ictoriaQ
schoonerpf Banff, official number 73903, Harper master, which sa
from Ballmacurra, County Cork, for Dublin, on th& DBcembed 910,
with a cargo of mal€ At this date she was owned byrank Nurse
Gloucester, her master was captain Ralph Harpad she carried &
crew of 4 or 5 men.
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Elizabeth (1877).
She was built as @asterto carry general cargo

1877, 21" September The John o' Groat Journakported as followstADDITI®N TO THE
TONNAGRT THE PORT There was launched from the buildiggrd ofMessrs Watsonat

Banff Harbour, Thursday last, a finely modelled schooner, of 85 tons grbesvessel is 72
feetin length, hag0feet of beam, and 9 feet 4 inches of depth of hdlde owners are James
Stephen, flesher, Wick, and George Sinclair, late dftbebroonfQcaptain of the vessel. The
launch was successfully accomplished. Thereafter a company of ladies and gentlemen we
entertained at cake and wine in the loft at the building yaMr Henry Munro, ropemaker,
occupied the chair, anillr Alexander Watson, shipbuilder, was croupiefloasts suitable to

the occasion were proposed, including success ttElimabet

Vessel Name(s) | Elizabeth.

Rig Schooner,2 masts, 1 deckprobablya squarestern, and a standin
bowsprit.

Launch Date 20" Septemberl877.

Owner(s) James Stepherf;lesher, Wick.

Registered Port | Wick Official No.770527

GRT 86tons.

Length 79feet (24.08n).

Breadth 20feet (6.10m).

Depth 9.2feet (2.80m).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claas.

Other information | By 1900 Owned byAngus Munro, Tain.
By 1904 Owned by W. Main master his son Alexander Main
Inverness.

Date Scrapped /| 1905 circa5™" January:On passage from Sunderlatw Tain she was

Lost lost during a galeSee below for more information.

1905, 4" February:TheNorthern Scot and Moray & Nairn Express reported as follGlW@SS

OF A FINDHORIKESSELFive Men Drowned The safety of the schoon#lizabettthas for

some time caused considerable anxiety in the Findhorn district, and now the vessel has bee
given up as lost. She belonged to Captain William Main, Findhohe. ‘ElisabetiQleft
Sunderland for Tain on Decembel"&6th a cargo of coals, and was last seen off Buchanness,
when she was hailed by a trawler on Janudtyand all was reported well. She had evidently
encountered several of the strong gales which blew aboutithes as between her departure
from Sunderland until spoken to by the trawler there was a good deal of anxiety concerning
her. No more has been heard of her since the date mentioned, and it is now conjectured tha
she foundered in the fierce gale of Janudtydarrying her crew of five with hefhe schooner
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Elizabeth (1877). (Continued).

was commanded by Captain Alex. Main (26), a son of the owner. He had laid up his pwn shi
the Wontesfat Tain, and undetaken a voyage on th&lizabetiQto relieve his fatherThe

mate, John Main (28) was also a son of the owremng was married only four months ago,
and had not even occupied his own house in Findhorn. John Wrighdr{Z4)B. S., was also

a native of Findhormas was James Cameron, a boy ofRéderick Macdonal{28), also an
A.B.S., was a native of Thursbhe schooneron which Gpt. W. Main lad sailed ard master

for twelve years, was only partly insuretlVidespreadsympathy expresd for the friends and
relativesof the unfortunate Seamamnd a grat gloom has beewast overthe village by the

sad occeiNB y OS d ¢ A.B.Sc Able Seaman.

Victor (1877).
She was built tearry general cargand intended for the Baltic and Mediterranean trades

1877, 19" June:The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiser reported as folboys! | b / |
AT BANFF; There was launched from NJ 2 | (shighvil@idg yard at Banff Harbour on
Tuesday, a schoonef the following dimensions:Length of keel, 86 feet; breadth of beam,

21 feet8 inches; depth of hold, 10 feet 8 inches. The vessel is 128rtmss and has been

Of laaSR 0 [f2é8RQa !'m FT2NJ yAyS &SI NAO®D ¢
inhabitants attended to witness the laumcand as usual on such occasions the shipping in the
harbour displayed their bunting, while flags also waved from the Coastguard Station. As the
vesseleft the ways she was gracefully christenéd A oy Mig¢IStarm, daughter of Captain
Storm, Banff. Th&#+ A @sivey Mdhdsomely built of oak and larch, and is intenftedthe

Baltic and Mediterranean trades. She is fitted up in a substantial manner with all the newesit
appliances. After the launch, the vessel was moored at the Railway Jetty, where she will soc
be finished and ready for sea. The owners oMthe A @ré 24dpdin Barles Taylor, Portsoy,

and Mr Sebohm, Sheffield. Captain Taylor is to be master. In the afternoon a cake and wineg
banquet was held in the Artillery Drill Hall, at which there wasrmerous company. Captain
Paterson, Wanfordoccupied tke chair, and the duties of the vichair were performed by
Capt. Sutherland. The usual preliminary toasts having been given in happy terms from th
chair, Mr John W. Simpson proposed the health of the builders, for whom Mr Alexande
Watson appropriatefNB & LJ2 Y RS R ® aNJ | SYNE adzyNR>I AY

+ A O,(n2obdwhich was heartily received and cordially honoured. Captain Taylor replied
The toast list also included the Town and Trades of Banff, Macduff, and Portsoy. Mr H. Munr
proposed the health of Miss Storm, and Mr George Steel acknowledged the compliment
Captain Sutherland gave the Ladies, and Captain J. W. Hay made a felicitous response. \
observe that Mr Watson has almost finished the frame of a schooner of 82 wss guilt to

the order ofWick owners. He is also about to lay another keel in the place whichthg O (i 2
hasvacatedfoa NJ W D® {d [2y3IY2NBE YR /I LIWIFAY 2

Further to the above,hie Banffshire Reportet5" Junereported as followstL AUNCH AT
BANFF.On Tuesday a remarkably fine and very handsome schooner was launched from the
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building yard ofMessrs Watson Banff. This vessel, as we have before stated, has been
affirmed by those well able to judge to be tleest her builders have ever turned out, either

as regards model, materials, or workmansti@lie launch took place between twelve and
2y S 2XQWE 2e63&l will be commandedday townsman, Captain Taylor, may be said

to have a history of her owna history that certainly reflects much credit on the captain and
his ceowner. As we have heard that history it is simply this: Mr Seebohm, a gentleman
belonging to Sheffield, whila delicate health had been a passengdérom Iceland we think

¢ on boad a vessel of which Captain Taylor had the command, and was so pleased with th
attention and kindness shown him by the latter, that he has hattheA ©uiltZoNdiin under
terms which, to say the very least of them, exhibit an instance of gratitude and generosity
combined but too seldom met wih®hle W+ A OwhchNI3 chiefly intended for the
aSRAGSNNI ySIYy GNIXRSST gAff az22y 06S NBIReé -
gL GSNB tA1S I GKAyYy3 2F  ATSZ¢praveiire vidtof, arfdS N.
0KdzA YFAYGlFrAY GKS LINBAGATS 2F KSNI Yyl YSoe

Vessel Name(s) | Victor.

Rig Schooner2 masts, 1 deckprobablya squarestern, and a standin
bowsprit.

Launch Date 12" June 1877.

Owner(s) Mr Seebohm Sheffield.

Registered Port | Banft Official No.776565

GRT 123tons.

Length 90feet (27.43m). Keel 86feet (26.21m).

Breadth 22.4feet (6.83M).

Depth 10.6feet (3.23M).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.
Salted (LRS).

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. ClaAs.

Classl1A1(LRS, 1883).

X Built under Special Survey.

A&CPAnchors and cables proved at a public machine.

Other information | 1877: Master Charles TayloPPortsoy

1883:0wned by Seebohnmaster @arlesTaylor/ SummerqLRS).
Date Scrapped | 1893 17" November: Missing TheAberdeen Press and Journa
Lost Tuesday 2% November 1893reported as followsdSupposed loss of
Portsoy Schooner off Scarborough. The name bd#/dEmbldaand
Byladdand the lid of a chest belonging to the school&ctorQ of
Portsoy, were picked up off Scarborough yesteeday.
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Helen West (1878).
She was built tearry general cargo

1878, 12" February: The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiseported as follows:
GLAUNCH AT BANFF HARBOWURhere was launched from S & & NB  2shipbuilding Q &
yard at Banff Harbour, on Tuesday, a handsome schooner, built to order of Capt. West, late «
the W{ 2 @ SCHAS btRRYS. The day was fine, and as usual, a large assemblage gathered fc
see the launch. Bunting was displayed from the vessels in the harbour. As the schooner e
the slip she was christened th¢/| S Sy the c8ranibfly being performed by Mrs West,
wife of thecaptain. The launch was very successflihe schooner is 99 tons register, 82 feet

of kee| 21%feet beam 10 feet5 inches depth of hold, and is classed Al at Lloyd s for nine
years. She is intended for the Baltic and coasting tratiessrs Watsorare well advanced

with a schooner for Portsoy ownerghey are also busily employed in repairing several of the
ships laid upThere are at present twentyiree vessels in the harbour, representing a greater
amount of tonnage than has ever before been in Banff harbour at onegtime.

Vessel Name(s) | Helen West.

Rig Schooner2 masts, 1 deckprobablya squarestern, and a standin
bowsprit.

Yard No. 47.

Launch Date 5t February 1878.

Owner(s) Andrew West Macduf.

Registered Port | Banft Official No0.776572

GRT 99.9tons (LRS)

Length 87feet (26.52m). (82 feet at keel).

Breadth 21.6feet (6.58m).

Depth 10.6feet (3.23M).

Construction Wood, carvel constructionBaltic oak,French oaklarch, pitch pine
Scotchpine, yellow pingand spruce.Hull sheathed in yellow metal.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claas

»X Built under Special Survefaurveyor Thomas WKettle.

A&CP: Anchors and cables proved at a pubachine.

Her classification was based oty&ars for materials,-¥ear for saling
& 1-year foryellowmetal fastenings.

Other information | By 1890 Owned byMrs Jane Yell, Macduff.

By 1890 Owned byA. Wilson, Banff.

By 1894 Owned byWilliam MacLean]nverness

Date Scrapped /1895, 18" October: She sprang a leak and wabandonedat seaoff
Lost the Yorkshire coast. See below for more information.
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Helen West (1878).Continued).

1895, 229 October: The Inverness Couriereported as followsd.OSS OF AN INVERNESS
SCHOONERNews is to hand of the loss of the Inverness schodnerS f Sy beloSging ¢ =
to Captain William Maclean, Attadale Road. She was on a voyage from Konigsberg to Pool
on the Yorkshire coast, laden with a cargo of grain, when she encountered very severe weath
in the North Seaand sprang a leak. The crew manned the pumps for three days and three
nights without avail, and observing the water rapidly gaining upon his vessetafiain
determined to abandon her. His signals of distress were sidiytedforeign steamer, and
some of the crew came to the rescwaend took the crew of five off the schooner. The men
were conveyed to London, from whence they were dispatched to their respective destination:
The fishing steamey { SSEHSYE Ay HAGK (GKS RSNBEAOOH 1
Lightship. The sea was over her deck. An attempt was made to take the schooner in tow, b
owing to the high sea this proved futile. It can hardly be doubted thatitheSt Sy 2 S
dzft GAYI St @& F2dzy RSNBR®E

Midship section of th&?| S S y (CouBtesyildyds Register Foundation).
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Lady of the Lake (1878).

She was built as@asterto carry general cargbut had averyshort life after being wrecked
at only one year and nineonthsold.

John Watsorbuilt a vessel withhe same name in 1867.

1878, 4" June:TheBanffshire Journal and General Advertisgported as followsdLAUNCH
AT BANFR Yesterday there was launched from the building yafdessrs John Watson &

Ca, at Banff Harbour, a fine clipper schooner of about 90 tons register. The vessel is of 74 fe
keel, 20~feet beam, %-feet in depth of hold. She is classed Al at Lloyds for nine years. The
weather being fine, the launch was witnessed by a large concourse of spectators, and wa
highly successfulThe vessel was named tide[ | R &
vessel is owned by Captain Macdougall and others, in Poaadywill be commanded by him.

After the launch, a large company of ladies and gentlemen were entertained to cake and wine
in one of the lofts near the building yard. Mr John Bremner, Portsoy, presided and Captai
Paterson, Portsoy, was croupi&uccess to the new vessel, and the health of the builders, and

2 T byiM¢tsSMaddoudyash. the

other appropriate toasts were cordially honour&d.

Vessel Name(s)

Lady of the Lake.

Rig

Schooner,2 masts, 1 deckprobablya squarestern, and a standin

bowsprit.
Launch Date 34 Junel878
Owner(s) John BremnerPortsoy.
Registered Port | Banft Official No.:76575

GRT

84.82tons. (LRS).

Length 78.5feet (23.97m).

Breadth 20.6feet (6.28m).

Depth 9.4feet (2.86mM).
Construction Wood, carvel construction.
Figurehead Unknown.

Classification

Lloyds Register of Shipping. Claad

"X Built under Special Survey. SurveyBtomas WKettle.
A&CP: Anchors and cables proved at a public machine.
Her classification was based oty&ars for materials,-year for salting
& 1-yearfor yellow metal fastenings.

Other information

Date Scrapped
Lost

1880, 14' February:She was wrecked on the &sbf Juraduring a gale
She had discharged her cargo of barley at Ardbeg and was boui
Ardrossan in ballast. All hands were saved.
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Lady of the Lake (1878(Continued).

1880, 17 February: The Banffshire Journahnd General Advertisereported as follows:
OPORTSOY SCHOONHRSt evening a telegram to Mr Bremner, manager of The Mills and
managing owner of the vess&¥[ | R& 2 F camihéndefl byl Gadin McDougall,
announces the total wreck of that vessel on the island of Jura. The vessel left Portsoy with
cargo of barley for Ardbeg, and having discharged, was bound for Ardrossan in ballast whe
overtaken by the gale, and pat batk Towlandman's Bay, Jura. On Saturday the crew had
to cut away the masts to ease the vessel ricih@nchor, according to a previous telegram;
but according to latest telegram this has proved ineffectual in saving the vessel. The crew ar
saved, and doing their almost to save all they c@ihe vessel is only a year and nine months
old, having been launched in Banff 1878, where she took in her first cargo in June same yes
She took the place of the form@f[ | R& 2 FwhiciKv&s Ipst irf t1se Baélltic in the winter

of 1878, on which occasion CaptaicDdugall narrowly escapedshe is insured, aravned

by Mr Bremner, Captain ¢Dougall, and others. The master is one of the most energetic
seamen in Portsoy, and no doubt will feel disappointed as well as suffer indirect loss in th
GNBO]l 2F KAA ySo @SaaSt o¢

Summary of materialsiza SR 2y W[l Ré 2F GKS [|1SQ®

As Ifted from her midship section.

Stem Britishoak.

Stern Post French oak.

Keel Elm.

Keelson Pitch pine.

Beams Baltic oakand larch.
Hull planks Pitch pine.

Sheer strake French oak.
Deck Yellow pine.

Other parts Larch, some asland beech.
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Glenboyn (188/79).

She was built to carry general cargo and is known to have traded at Pdtaoly,Peterhead,
Sunderland, Shields, Gravesend, Swans&dparaiso(Chile), Leghorn (Italy), New York,
Barbados, antPernambuco (Brazil).

Vessel Name(s) | Glenboyn

Rig Barquentine 3 masts, 1 deckprobablya round stern, and a standir
bowsprit.

Launch Date 11" December1878.

Owner(s) John BremnerPortsoy.

Registered Port | Banft Official N0.:79952

GRT 227tons.

Length 111.5feet (33.99m).

Breadth 24.7feet (7.53m).

Depth 12.4feet (3.78M).

Construction Wood, carvel construction.

Figurehead Unknown.

Classification Lloyds Register of Shipping. Clhsa1l

»X Built under Special Survey.

Other information | 1881, 9" February: The Shields Daily Gazetteeported as follows
OBURNING OF A LIVERPOOL.SHté&lligence received from Liverp(
yesterday morning states that the iron barqy&rankfurt Halk) of
Liverpool, bound from the Mersey to Valparaiso with a cargo of ¢
has been abandoned by fire at sea, in lat. 54 S, long. 6BN& whole
of the crew were taking off the burning vessel by ¥&nboyR and
landed at Valparaisé.

1888 January She wasowned by John W. Simpson, Baafid other
owners in Portsoyand was put up for auction in the Fife Arms Ho
Banff but there vere no bidders.(She waslater advertised for sale i
Lloyds List 16Feb 1888)
1890:Master¢ Smith.
Date Scrapped /1891, ™ May: The Aberdeen Press and Journal reported as follg
Lost OVESSELS MISSING OR OVERDNégEfollowing vesselgreviously
NEFSNNBR (2 a 20SNRdAzST 6 SNEB-
X ¢ KDt Sy, of Arklgwhich left London for Swansea on thé
February last, with a cargo of coal tar pitch, and passed Prawle
onthe&al NOKX | yR KIFIa y20 aiayoOsS
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Glenboyn (188/79). (Continued).

1878, 14' December:The Aberdeen Press and Journal reported as foll@w8UNCHT

There was launched on Wednesday fran® & & NBE  2yardi & stcliyo@nér of 226 tons
burden. She has been built for Messrs John Brenmer & Co., Portsoy, and is intended for t
Mediterranean service. The vessel was christenetd&lemboyfb € a NBR CIl NJj dzK |

1878, 19" Decembert KS W2 Ky 2Q DNRI 0 WAANCHcLastNIBdk2 NI
there was launched from the shipbuilding yardMf John Watson shipbuilder, Banff, a
beautifully modelled three masted schooner of the following dimensidwesigth of keel, 105

feet, breadth of beam, 25 feet 7 inches, depth of hold, 12 feet 4 inches. She is built for Mr Jol
Bremner, PortsoyThis is the fiftieth vessel whidlr WatsonK | & 6 dzA £ (1 ® €

| make this the 58 vessel built byJohn Watsonhowever the fiftieth vessel built at Banff, the
first three being built at Whitehills.

1879, 28 January:The Aberdeen Press and Journal reported as follGAEPARTURE OF A
NEW VESSEL. Yesterday afternoon, the wooden barkentii t S v, 41D ®oys@egister,
which was launched a few weeks ago from the yatdedsrs J. Watson & Sorshipbuilders,
Banff, sailed in ballast for Granton, where it is intended she shall load coals for Barbados. Tt
vessel, which is a handsome looking craft, is commanded by Captain Farquharson. A lar
number of people assembled on the pier to witnessitlieA LJ f S| S (1 KS KI NJ

1885, 14" June:The Greenock Telegraph and Clyde Shipping Gazette reported as follows
OREFUSING TO PROCEED TQ@ BEA J.P. Court held at Rothesay on Saturg@gptain H.
Macfie and Provost Sharp on the bercHenry Bollett and William MacDonald, seamen on
board the brigantindP D £ Sy, of Banjf, Were charged with having refused to proceed to
sea. The vessel sailed from the-d&ihe-Bank on Friday, bound fBarbados She was under

tow, and when the tug steamer was heaving off the prisonerppd on board of her. The
vessel then put into Rothesay Bay, and the two men were placed under arrest. The capta
said he was perfectly willing to let the men resume duty, but this they refused, the only excus
offered by the prisoners being that if fhproceeded there would be no peace in the ship. They
GSNBE GKSNBF2NBE aSyid G2 LINRazy F2N F2dzNJ 6 S
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Glenboyn (188/79). (Continued).

BARQUENTINE for BALE by private bargaln.

C“THE Bnrquonunia %LENWN] of Banff,
3» a8 she lies ia the Harbour of Banff. |
The Gleabosn was buils at Baafl for present owners
3, unde mm;ucwumnmnmmne-\
has just been remetalled at Banff, under Lloyd's
Surveydr: hmrum.mmm;mmm
adm'%onlztd inches draught of water; salls fast ; chifte
Vessel De secn, and particulars learned, on applicatioa to
JORxX w.‘s.iunon. Managing Owner.

* Lloyd's List Thursday 18 February 1888

1888, F' May: The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiseported as follows:

OBANFFSHIRE VESSELS IBAHHG Thesailing vessels belonging to Banff that trade to the
Baltic have been unusually late in arriving at their destinations. Danzig was reached in the
end of last week, about a month or six weeks later than usual. They have been detained &

heavy masses ofedn the CattegafKattega}, Sleeve, and Sound. T¥denboyr{e)Qeached
Danzig on Friday, being the first sailing vessel to arrive this season; anBetstsvingQ

WAndrew Longmoréand PeveronQ on Saturday the last two vessels having been nearly
three weeks on the passagd@he Cattegat and the Sleeve have during the past two months
been more or less blocked with heavy masses of ice, and the Sound was literally frozen acro
So close was the ice that one steamer received relief by the Danes walking to her from th
Danish gle on the ice, while Swedish fishermealked to her on the ice from the Swedish side

of the Sound. So far as known no damage has been received any of the vessels belonging

the port of Banff. Reports received from Denm&Wweden, and the Baltic, state that the

winter has been the most severe experienced there since 1838. Even yet the upper parts
the Baltic are completely blocked by,iaad the Sundavall district is not expected to be open

for navigation before the month of Juge.

TheWDf{ Sy @2 ®ns)Pleetwing)111tons), andY¥ndrew Longmor€&(135tons)were
all built byJohn Watson Banff.
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AppendixA
1868 to 1870 Shipbuilding Returns NE Scotland.

1874, 29' August: The BanffshireJournal and General Advertiser reported follows:
a{ 1l Lt. ] L[ 5L bcDA ParBaméntarly fpaper just issued shows the number and
tonnage of vessels built at the various ports in the Kingdom during the past threX years

From this table it can clearly be seen that the city of Aberdeen was the major shipbuilding
centre for theregion however Banff was clearly in second place.

Place Year No of vessels | Tonnage
1868 15wood 2,639
Banff 1869 9 wood 2,189
1870 13wood 2,282
3iron
1868 10 wood 7,924
2 composite
Aberdeen | 1869  Iron 9,691
8 wood
6 iron
1870 4 wood 6,305
2 composite
1868 0 0

Fraserburgh 1869 1 wood 253

1870 1 wood 76
1868 8 wood 1,325

Peterhead 1869 3 wood 625

1870 6 wood 763

1868 1 wood 196

Inverness 1869 3 wood 700

1870 0 0

| assume since there wgs iseparate entry foMacduff, that anyMacduffbuilt vessels are
included in the Banff numbers.

John WatsonBanff Harboumbuilt 2 vessels in 186& in 1869 and3 in 1870. (Allschooners
except for 1 brigantine).

William Geddie Duffushillock, Banfibuilt 2 schoones in 1868, 1 in 1869 and 2 in 1870.

The remaining numberbuilt, were probably smaller fishing boads attributed to Macduff
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AppendixB
James Smith, builderadd KS W. f 233a2YQ®
Blossom (1862).

This schooner was built to carry general cargad according to theress article below was
odzAf G G WS5dzZFFdzaKATE201Q y20 4G . FyYyFF oI
AaK2NBE I ONRr&d&a [/ KdzZNOK {i0NBSGO FTNRY (GKS htR
signature on the_R report state§ames SmithhenceA y [ f 2 @ RQ& w SShikhis(i S N
recorded as the builder.

She is known to have traded at the Baltic.

1862, & May: The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiser reported as foltows! bcC C
LAUNCH¢ On Tuesday last, a very handsome schooner was launched from the stocks o
Duffus Hillock, near the mouth of the Deveron at Banff. The owners are NBzsfg,
Paterson & Sons, Banff; and Messrs A & J Longmore, Rettie and Hilton., and she is to
commanded by Mr James Paterson jun. The contour of this vessel is very graceful. H
dimensions areiLength of keel 72 feet; extreme breadth of beam 20 $aeches; and depth

of hold 11 feet. Her registered tonnage is 105, and in shape she is somethvegiéte old

and the clipper builds. She has been lquily Mr James Smith, serSandend of the best of
materials, under the personal inspection of Mr Paterson, sen., and has been Waméd® a a 2
¢ the fourth vessel of that name which the Messrs Paterson have been owners. The ceremol
of christening was performed by Miss Paterson with a gracefulness and accuracy of aim whic
elicited a perfect shower of applause from the delighted beholders. lalineh was very
successful, and if the good wishes amaity cheers of the large assemblage who witnessed
AG Oly F@lts GKA&a ©@SaasSt gAfft 0S Fa F2NId
1862, 29 May: The Elgin Courant, and Morayshire Advertiser reported as follovs! | b / |
hC ¢1 9 W. [ h{{ %i€findessel, blwltGCDuffushillockMy Watson, was
launched on Tuesday lasEhe is for Mr Paterson, Seatown, and is to be commanded by Mr
James Paterson, his son, who was captain of the preWoud 2 aAndv S6I. There have
beenaracedd. f 2 airaBANTal keeping up of the name indicates that they have yielded
T NHzA G @ alaa tlIUiUSNER2Y OKNRAUSYSR (KS @Saa
Sq who built her,Watsonor Smith, orwas ita joint venture?

(JohnandWilliam Geddie shipbuilders, built vessels at Duffus Hillock from 1865 to 1879).
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AppendixB (Continued).

Vessel Name(s)

Blossom

Rig

Schooner2 masts, 1 declprobably a square stern, and a stand
bowsprit.

Launch Date

22" April 1862.

Owner(s)

Bartlet, Paterson& Sons,Banff andA. & J Longmore Rettie and
Hilton.

Registered Port | Banft Official N0.44379

GRT 99tons. (104 tons LRS).

Length 79feet (24.08n). Length of keel72feet (21.95m).
Breadth 20.7feet (6.31m).

Depth 11feet (3.35m).

Construction Wood, carvel constructionBaltic oak, larch, yellow and red pine.
Figurehead Unknown.

Classification

Lloyds Register @hipping. Class: 6Al.
LR Surveyor: William Wallis.

Other information

Master¢ James Patersojnr.

1866/ 1868: Master, G. Wilson.

By 18700wned byWilliam Paterson, Banff.

By 18800wned byKenneth Finlayson, Applecross, Rslsse.
By 1890.0wned byKenneth McRae, Balmacafossshire.
By 19000wned byGeorge Thomas Pollexfen, Sligeland

Date Scrapped |

Lost

1909:Register closedate unknown.
At 37-years old she was probably scrapped.
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AppendixC
John Strachan, th®ldest Shipwright in BanffWwatson Apprentice)

1914, 21" May: The Banffshire Reporter reported as followis{ | 559b 59! ¢ A ! ¢
sad incidenbccurred in Banff oMonday(25"). In the early hours of the morning, as he was
preparing to leave home to commence his daily occupalbnjohn Strachan, shipwright,
Victoria Place, collapsed on the floor and expired. On Saturday he was at work as usual, an
until within a few moments of his decease, he appeared to be in good health and spirits. Deat
is attributed to heart failure Mr Strachanwho was 66 years of age, had been for the past 29
years employed bWessrs Stevenson & Asheduring the earlier part of that period at
Macduf, and latterly at their boatbuilding yard at Banff harbour. He was probably the oldest
shipwright in Banff, and served his apprenticeship as such with theMatdohn Watsonat

the harbour yard. With justifiable pride, he was wont to recall the days when at the yard he
took his part in constructing the beautiful sailing ships, once so numerous along the northerr
coast, but which have now almost entirely disappearkftt. Strachanwas well known as a
skillful, intelligent, and thoroughly reliable andusted workman, and was by many friends
held in high esteem. He is survived by his widow and three sons and three daughters. Two
the sons are in America, and the other is in Devonport, while a daughter is at home and th
20KSNBAR FNB YINNASRZIE
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AppendixD
atwo9{9bc¢! ¢Lhb hC ! {295L{Il Dh[5 a95! |
1859, 18" February The Banffshire Journal and General Advertiser

Captain Watsonof the schooneW . | y T FotiBaiffNdBwhg saved the lives of a Swedish
crew, thePrinceRegent of Sweden sept, through his minister at the British Court, a gold medal
as reward for this service. Count Platen, the Swedish minister, in transmitting it to Lorc
Malmesbury, writes as follows:

My Lord,- Captain George Watson, commanding the English schdBnet y ¥ HRBEM{,NS Q
encountered, on the #6September last, in the Cattegat, the Swedish Btjgf & Gapt&im
Kahl, vainly beating against a great storm, and saved from imminent death the entire crew of
the sinking ship. After having shown to the unfortunate men all the care which their sad
condition required, he landed them all safe and sound at Eésinbl. Enequist, British Vice
Consol at Wisby, proprietor of the! { ehavinghade several ineffectual attempts to induce
Captain Watson to receive some token of gratitude for his generous conduct, has forwarde
to the Government of the King a detailed account of the circumstances of the shipwreck; an
M., the PrinceRegent, desiraaithat some worthy pledge of his lively satisfaction should be
accorded to this mariner, has decreed to him a gold méeaking the likeness of the King his

I dzZ3dzad FI 0KSNE IyR GKS AYaONRLIIA2Y WL A&
person for whom it is destined. In transmitting this medal to your Excellency, | am unable tc
forbear expressing how agreeabile it is to me thus to render homage to the generous courag
and humanity of an English sailor, who on this occasion has savedahefimy countrymen.

| am happy to be the organ of the sentiments of esteem and gratitude which the noble conduc
of Captain Watson has inspired in mgvernment | profit by this occasion, etc. (Sighed)
PLATEN.

Lord Malmesbury sent the medal to the Board of Trade, who transmitted it té\¢hiag
Collector of Customs here, requesting that the medal should be presented to Captain Watso
WAY &adzOK | YIyySN a Ylée o6Sad SELNBaa
presentation accordingly took place yesterday at the Custom House. cefamony of
presentation was performed by Mr Charles Burridge, acting collector of customs, who
expressed his sincere regret at the unavoidable absence, from indisposition, of Mr Bolc
collector, who was to have performed the pleasing duty that had thlienfto his lot to
RA&ZOKI NBS® Il ydzYoSNJ 2F [/ LWIAY 2FGaz2zyQa
well-merited award. Having read the letters, including the one we have noticed, and disposet
of a few preliminary remarks, which the foregoing inetrenders unnecessary here, Mr
Burridge, addressing Caih Watson, said; | have very great pleasure, Sir, in being the
medium of presenting to you this handsome testimonial of your noble conduct towards your
fellow-men in distress, in name of his Ragaihness the Prince Regent of Sweden, the lives of
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whose countrymen you have been the means of saving. Although | cannot give adequat
expression to the pleasure | feel in conveying to you this medal, | trust it may prove as a
incentive to further acts of humanity, not only on your part, but on the padthers who
should be actuated by the same humane feelings, which, | am the more happy on this occasic
to say, form one of the most prominent characteristics of our countrymen. No lengthened
address is necessary. Allow me, Captain Watson, the vasiqdeduty of appending to your
person (suiting the action to the word) this gold medal, and | trust in Divine Providence yol
will be long spared to wear it; and (shaking hands) I heartily congratulate you as the recipien
of such a token.
Captain Watson made a brief and suitable reply. After duly returning his hearty thanks for a
gift so unexpected, he observedVhat | did was only what any other shipmaster would do,
or at least ought to do, fohis fellowcreature in distress; and | hope | shall never be found
standing aloof when there is life at stake, and when my services might be the means o
preserving it. 1 do not know how soon | may be placed in the same dangerous circumstance
myself; and trust seamen will always have this consideration at heart when they see their
fellowsindanger/ I LG Ay 21 Ga2yQa NBYFIN]J A& 6SNBE YI R!
and were received with approbation. A general round of congratulations closed the
proceedings. The medal is exceedingly handsome and madisaxhibits on the obverse,
around the head of the King, the inscriptiof?h & OF NJ wSE { dSOAI S ob2 N
(Oscar 1l King of Sweden, Norwayd the Goths (an ancient Germapeople),and on the
reverse the name of Captain Watsp b | @ I NOK 2 ¢ ddripuriddd {ag atéddin Count
t L GSyQa f Si0 SNIE a0 8§ dzB KBzY A Y &RNKSNIKA 2Y/Sok 2yNiS 8¢
K2 KI@S SI N}YySR ANJ £ 02NRADE
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1868map showmg ?he Iocatlon‘of the Custom House at Banff.
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