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In Memory 
 

Greetings MacRae family, 
 
Allen and Gaylle McRae of Nanaimo, extend the welcome mat to attend the Annual Clan MacRae Society of 
Canada Gathering to be held May 2 – 5, 2019.   
 
They have a wonderful program planned, and I hope that many of you will plan to attend. 
 
In the photo below, is a very special woman.  The gracious Lady of the Eilean Donan Castle in Scotland.  She 
is the Honorary Commander of the Clan MacRae Society worldwide.  Also, the Honorary President of our 
own Clan MacRae Society of Canada.  Marigold MacRae is surrounded by family and friends celebrating her 
90 Birthday.  On behalf of our Canadian Society, we wish her many more years ahead.   
 
I want to thank those of you who have contributed to this issue of the Kintail and to our new Editor and 
Webmaster, Sharon Graves MacRae for a job well done.  Watch for our new website later this month.   
 
Slainte, 
Owen 
www.clanmacraecanada.org 
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Kintail Newsletter of the Clan 
MacRae Society of Canada 

Published by the  
Clan MacRae Society of Canada 

(Founded in 2000) 

PRESIDENT: Owen C. MacRae 
EDITOR & WEBMASTER:  
Sharon Graves-Mac Rae 

REMINDER:  
Membership Application forms for Clan MacRae  
Society of Canada Are Available on out website:  
https://www.clanmacraecanada.org/ 
If you are not sure when your membership expires 
contact Gail McRae. 
 
INDIVIDUAL/FAMILY: $20 per year or $50 for 3 years 
(One Household + minor children) 
 
LIFE TIME 70 PLUS: $150 
 
MAIL APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO:  
Gail McRae, Membership Secretary,  
18028 58th Avenue, Surrey BC V3S 1M1 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Send name, address or e-mail changes 
to Gail McRae at pipermcrae@shaw.ca. 

About: Our objectives are to promote Clan MacRae history, traditions, literature, music 
and genealogy. To educate and foster members with the Scottish Highland traditions; 
and, connect with other Clan MacRae Societies throughout the world.  

BALMORALS OFF!  
As we express our thanks  
to Dorothy and Emerson 
MacRae for generously 
sponsoring this issue of 
Kintail.  
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UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH LECTURES 
WERE FASCINATING AND ENLIGHTENING 

article|photos: Cynthia MacRae 

Following the AGM, Clan MacRae headed to nearby Uni-

versity of Guelph which houses the Centre for Scottish Stud-

ies. This is the oldest and leading academic unit in North 

America that carries out research and teaching on Scottish 

history and culture with an emphasis on the Scottish Canadi-

an community.  

By way of introduction, we were given an overview of 

the Scottish Studies archives and special collections on a 

wide range of topics, including agriculture, business, reli-

gion, clan information, emigration and chapbooks 

(pamphlets with short stories, poems and ballads). This was 

followed by a very entertaining talk by Professor Kevin 

James on the dynamics of Scottish migration to Canada. He 

highlighted the Scots deep-rooted culture of mobility and 

outlined the factors that describe distinct phases of emigra-

tion from the late 1700’s to current times. The significant 

contribution of Scottish people to the development of Can-

ada was underlined. 

Finally, we benefited from a talk by Professor Elizabeth 

Ewan about charters—medieval land deed documents that 

can reveal much about the life and genealogy of early 

Scottish settlers. That is, if you can read Latin! We gained a 

real appreciation for historians' sleuthing abilities in deci-

phering and learning from these ancient records. A few 

examples of land charters were on display for us to view. 

 

JOANNE MONAGHAN & OWEN PRESENT A BOX TO ELIZABETH CONTAINING THE CLAN MACRAE SOCIETY OF CANADA HISTORY  
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NOVEMBER 11, 2018 

Article|photo: Gail Christina McRae 
On a beautiful sunny, crisp November 11th day in White 

Rock, B.C., we remembered those who fought and died for 

Canada.  We also remember those who fought, came home 

and left their memories with us.  This year was especially 

memorable as it was the 100th Anniversary of Lieutenant 

Colonel John McCrae’s passing.  I was honoured to stand 

alongside our President of the Clan MacRae, Owen MacRae 

and fellow Clan member, Dave McRae while Owen laid the 

Clan MacRae wreath. 

   Even though 100 years have passed, you would be hard 

pressed to find a Canadian who had not heard of John 

McCrae’s famous war memorial poem “In 

Flanders Fields.”  I know as a young girl in 

elementary school we had to memorize this 

poem and recite it to the class.  Now and then when I am 

reminded of John McCrae I still manage to repeat his poem 

to myself, while picturing those white crosses and thinking 

of the young men who lay beneath them.  So many of them 

who left us far too soon with dreams they never fulfilled.   

On November 11th I always think how fortunate I am to 

be here.  I had two grandfathers who fought in WW1, and 

both managed to return home.  My Great Grandfather Al-

exander McRae along with five of his six sons, Robert, Wil-

liam, John, Archibald and Alex, signed up for WW1.  The 

family had only arrived in Canada between 1908 & 1910.  

By 1914 some were already off to war.  Below is a little trib-

ute to Alexander and his five sons who 

returned home safely.  

OWEN MACRAE, GAIL MCRAE, DAVE MCRAE 
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Article|photo: Gail Christina McRae 
Alexander McRae (Father)- born July 7, 1858, and lied 

about his age to follow his son’s into war.  He joined the ar-

my on January 25, 1916, at the age of 58.  He was with the 

121st Overseas Battalion “Western Irish” when he developed 

pneumonia, and somehow they realized his real age.  He was 

discharged March 15, 1918, at the age of 60.   

Robert McRae (Son)- joined the Army on November 9, 1914, 

and by April 29, 1916, he was reported missing in action.  On 

June 8, 1916, he was officially reported as being a prisoner of 

war at Giessen, Germany.  When he was discharged in March 

of 1919, he received $480 for the time he had spent as a 

POW.  On Roberts return to Canada he went into the logging 

industry, and within five years he had died after falling off a 

log boom. William McRae (Son)- signed up in New Westmin-

ster with the 47th Battalion on November 7, 1915, and ar-

rived in England on November 22, 1915.  I was told his rate 

of pay was $18 - $20 per month while in the army.  He was 

later discharged on June 19, 1919. 

John McRae (Son & my Grandfather)- signed up with the 

47th Battalion on June 13, 1915, and embarked for France on 

August 10, 1916.  While in Le Havre, France he was granted 

ten days leave to return to his birthplace of Elgin, Scotland to 

marry Christina Moir, my Grandmother.  John returned to 

France and ended up at Vimy Ridge.  John was very reluctant 

to talk about his experiences in war and there was only 

once that I know of that he shared with his eldest Grand-

son, Bruce McRae about the morning they took the Ridge.  

John returned to Canada on August 14, 1919, and went to 

work with Lucky Lager Breweries. 

Archibald McRae (Son)- enlisted on April 3rd, 1916 with 

the 121st Battalion, same Battalion as his father and served 

in the front lines of Vimy Ridge.  Archibald was receiving 

$31 per month and was discharged on April 28, 1919.   

Alex McRae (Son)- joined the Army on November 9, 1914, 

and serves as a private in the 29th Battalion (Tobin’s Ti-

ger’s).  Alex was a piper and was transferred from the pipe 

band in 1915 to become a bomb thrower.  He was also a 

stretcher bearer on the front lines in France.  On November 

16, 1917 while in Passchendaele, France, his unit was being 

shelled and four members of the band, who were working 

as stretcher bearers, were killed with a single shell.  Alex 

was only 20 to 30 feet away from his pipe band comrades.   

Alex being a piper gave me some of his music sheets, and 

amongst it, I found a handwritten poem I would like to 

share with you.  I have tried to find out who may have 

written this poem, as it refers to a different war than Alex 

was in.  Maybe someone out there may know!   

 

The Alamein Pipes on the Road to Berlin 
They skirled through the thunder at El Alamein 
They led the Eighth Army again and again 
The 51st leading Montgomery in 
Wi the Alamein pipes on the road to Berlin 
 
The Seaforth, Glengarians, Cameron’s as well 
The Black Watch who are known as the “Ladies from Hell” 
The 51st leading Montgomery in  
Wi the Alamein pipes on the road to Berlin 
 
They came from the crofts 
They came from the glens 
They came from the pits 
They were all fighting men 
To Africa’s desert and Sicily’s shore 
From Normandy’s beaches through Europe they tore 
 
Now welcome the fighters home to the glen 
And welcome the peace they bring wi them 
The far away lilt stealin’ over the lynn 
It’s the Alamein pipes on the road to Berlin 
                                                                                                     
Author Unknown 
                                                                                                    - 
 

 

Back Row: L-R Alexander Jr., John, George and Archibald 
Front Row: Alexander Sr. & Jane McRae 
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               JOHN MCCRAE 
P.E.I.'s connection to John McCrae and his famous poem In Flanders Fields  
…. Read More here:  
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/prince-edward-
island/pei-john-mccrae-pei-connection-1.4895204 
 
The solider behind 'In Flanders Fields'…. Watch 
here:  
https://youtu.be/U3OGSGM0HOI 
 
In Flanders Fields author's Winnipeg relatives car-
ry on tradition 
…. Read More here: 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/
winnipeg-in-flanders-fields-1.3314342  

Greeting to you All, 

 

In an effort to explain our 

vision of the Lt.-Col. John 

MacRae Statue in Calgary, 

the only one in Western Can-

ada, I wish to invite all of you 

to view the following web-

site which describes the Or-

ganization's project along 

with some aerial views, and 

a great photographic rec-

ord of the annual event, 

which I believe is in its 10th 

year.  

  

 We are proposing the Statue 

to possibly be at the west 

end entrance into the field of 

crosses. We are currently 

raising the $2,500.00 fee re-

quested by the City of Calga-

ry Parks Foundation, as a fee 

to move this project forward. 

 

Any donations can be sent to 

Owen or treasurer Allen. 

   

Please enjoy and send your 

comments on. I thought this 

was a fitting time since Re-

membrance Day is so close. 

The Field of Crosses has gar-

nered a lot of Media cover-

age on CBC, Global and CTV 

networks in the past 10 days. 

  

Link:  

www.fieldofcrosses.com 

 

Best Regards, 

Darrell MacRae, 

Calgary 

GARDENER'S COTTAGE AT 
"EAGLECREST" SUMMER HOME OF AL-
EXANDER DUNCAN MCRAE  
…. READ MORE HERE:  
https://www.michaelkluckner.com/
bciw9eaglecrest.html  
 
CATHEDRAL GROVE, BRITISH COLUM-
BIA 
…. READ MORE HERE:  
http://www.cathedralgrove.eu/text/01
-Cathedral-Grove-1.htm  
 
THE HISTORY OF SCOTLAND IN  
25 OBJECTS — HARPOON POINTS  
…. READ MORE HERE: 
http://ebooks.visitscotland.com/25-
objects/  

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/prince-edward-island/pei-john-mccrae-pei-connection-1.4895204
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/prince-edward-island/pei-john-mccrae-pei-connection-1.4895204
https://youtu.be/U3OGSGM0HOI
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/winnipeg-in-flanders-fields-1.3314342
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/winnipeg-in-flanders-fields-1.3314342
https://youtu.be/U3OGSGM0HOI
http://www.fieldofcrosses.com/
https://www.michaelkluckner.com/bciw9eaglecrest.html
https://www.michaelkluckner.com/bciw9eaglecrest.html
http://www.cathedralgrove.eu/text/01-Cathedral-Grove-1.htm
http://www.cathedralgrove.eu/text/01-Cathedral-Grove-1.htm
http://ebooks.visitscotland.com/25-objects/
http://ebooks.visitscotland.com/25-objects/
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ARTICLE: ALLAN MACRAE 

1. The lead Non-Profit Organization is to be resolved soon. 

2. Parks Foundation Calgary is the Project Gift Administrator 

and probably the construction manager.  

https://www.parksfdn.com/ 

3. The structure of the fundraising process through Parks 

Foundation Calgary is described in their website and the FAQ 

below. There is a need for a $2500 deposit to start the funding 

process. This initial $2500 will not be tax deductible, but all 

subsequent major donations made through Parks Foundation 

will be tax-deductible. 

4. I would be responsible for fundraising, and would be the 

nominated Project Leader. No spending would proceed until 

all funds are raised and no organizer, including myself, will 

make any money from the John McCrae statue project. 

5. The sculptor would be Ruth Abernathy, subject to availabil-

ity, who did the two Ontario sculptures of John McRae. The 

Calgary sculpture will not be identical to the Ontario versions, 

and will be a new design.  

Ruth received an Honorary Doctor of Laws degree from Wilfrid 

Laurier University on October 30th.  

http://ruthabernethy.com/ 

6. Author Susan Raby-Dunne will collaborate with Ruth Aber-

nathy on the design of the new John McCrae sculpture.  

http://susanrabydunne.com/ 

Susan wrote the non-fiction biography “John McCrae – Beyond 

Flanders Fields”, published in 2016. It is a remarkable piece of 

scholarly research and an “intimate look at the complex heal-

er/soldier.” This book is nominated for the 2018 Golden Oak 

Award. 

7. The Calgary Foundation has been approached and while no 

formal commitment has been made at this early stage for 

funding, has expressed verbal support for this endeavour. 

8. We have not finally decided on a site for the sculpture – two 

sites on Memorial Drive are current possible locations and the 

Calgary Parks Department has visited one site to date and con-

siders it suitable. 

PROPOSED STATUE IN CALGARY  

OF LT. COL. DR. JOHN MCCRAE,  

AUTHOR OF "IN FLANDERS FIELDS" 

https://www.parksfdn.com/
http://ruthabernethy.com/
http://susanrabydunne.com/
:/susanrabydunne.com/
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CLAN MACRAE OF CANADA  
2019 GATHERING AND AGM  

ARTICLE: Allen and Gaylle McRae  

Happy 2019 to all of our members of the Clan MacRae of 
Canada! Now that all the holiday celebrations are past for 
another year, we can look ahead to another gathering of our 
cross country MacRaes. This is Allen and Gaylle McRae here 
inviting you to join us May 2-5 in our “Harbour City” of Nanai-
mo, B.C. on Vancouver Island. We have been busy planning 
some island sights and activities for you, so we do hope you 
will join us. 

Rooms are booked at our beautiful Coast Bastion Hotel 
situated in the downtown area of the city. We think you will 
enjoy this choice as the hotel is directly across from our har-
bourfront walkway which you’ll be able to enjoy during your 
stay. Each room has a view of the waterfront and many look 
across at Nanaimo’s 1853 Hudson’s Bay fort known as the 
Bastion. 

On Thursday evening , May 2 we will be pleased to invite 
you to our home for a welcome reception starting at 7 pm. 
Transport to and from the hotel will be provided if you do not 
have a car. 

Friday morning will be an early start for a bus trip we 
have planned in order to show you a few of our island treas-
ures nearby to Nanaimo. We’ll have a walk among ancient 
trees, view a very nice waterfall [sorry-not Niagara size], ex-
plore an eclectic market area, see a bit of MacRae history and 
even a place with a royal connection. Sound interesting? We 
hope so. That evening we’ll take you to Canada’s only floating 
pub for dinner and time to relax. 

Saturday morning will see us back at the hotel for the 
AGM. This of course is open to all members. Just before the 
AGM, the executive will be getting together. The AGM will be 

followed by lunch catered by the hotel staff. We have left Sat-
urday afternoon free for people to enjoy at their leisure. How-
ever, for those who wish to take a walking tour with Allen and 
Gaylle, that can be arranged. In the evening, we’ll meet at the 
St. Paul’s Anglican Church Hall about one block’s walk from 
the hotel. This fairly new facility will be the site for our ban-
quet featuring a locally catered west coast type buffet, giving 
us time for visiting and entertainment. Anyone needing a ride 
can arrange that with one of us. 

Sunday morning, we’ll meet again at St. Paul’s Church, 
this time to join with Rev. Clara Plamondon and her congrega-
tion for the worship service. We understand that Rev. Plamon-
don is excited to know that we will be part of that service. This 
church is one of the oldest continuously functioning parishes 
in British Columbia dating back to 1859 when the Hudson Bay 
Company granted it the land upon which it sits today. This 
then would draw our gathering to a close. 

We do hope that you will consider coming to Nanaimo, 
May 2-5. We are excited to be planning this event. We prom-
ise to do our best to show you west coast hospitality. 

Are you interested? 

While we haven’t mentioned any costs at this point, we 
can say that they will be quite similar to those of past gather-
ings. They will of course be influenced by the number of par-
ticipants. 

So that we can get an idea of how many will be coming, 
we are asking you to let us know by email by January 31 if 
you think you will attend. 

Please feel free to call if you have any questions. 

Allen and Gaylle McRae  
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JOHN GRAHAM MACRAE'S  
COAT OF ARMS AND GENEAOLOGY 

article: Owen MacRae 

Troy and Tracey (MacRae) Peverley are travelling throughout 

New Zealand and Australia.  While in Australia, they had the 

opportunity to visit our DNA cousin, John Graham MacRae, 

who lives in Vermont, a suburb of Melbourne, Aus.  John Gra-

ham MacRae is a cousin to Larry McRae and myself.  We still 

don’t know where our families connect other than that we 

are cousins.  (Include photos of Troy and Tracey with John 

Graham MacRae).  Also, photo of Owen MacRae, Surrey, B.C. 

and Troy( MacRae) Peverley of White Rock BC. John Graham 

MacRae has his own coat of arms approved by Lord Lyon and 

his family tree documented back to 1288.   

OWEN MACRAE, TROY PEVERLEY, AND LARRY MCRAE  

TROY, TRACEY, AND  JOHN  
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JOHN GRAHAM MACRAE'S  
COAT OF ARMS AND GENEAOLOGY 

This information and more, can be found in the book “Legault's Australasian Armorial”.  

Other authors/contributors : Macrae, John G  | Franks, Ian L  |  Armorial and Heraldry Society of  

Australasia  |  Heraldry Australia Inc  |  Company of Armigers (Australian Branch)  
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It is with great sadness that I am advising my friends and family of the sudden death of my brother Keith MacRae, on 
Thursday December 6, at his home in Lancaster, Ontario. He had had some health issues in the past couple of years 
but his death still comes as a shock to our family.   
His death comes 5 years to the week that Dad died!! 
His wake is next Tuesday, Dec. 11 from 7-9 in Lancaster, with another wake on Thursday morning from 9:30 to 11 am, 
followed by funeral at 11:30 at our church, St.  Andrews Presbyterian Church.   
His obituary can be found at www.munroemorris.com.  —   Brenda Cavanagh 

Hugh MacRae II, civic leader and mall builder dies - News - Wil-
mington Star News - Wilmington, NC 

https://www.starnewsonline.com/news/20181009/hugh-macrae-ii-
civic-leader-and-mall-builder-dies  

It is with sadness that we report that Hugh MacRae passed away 
on Monday, October 8th. 
Hugh was one of the founders of the Clan MacRae Society of 
North America in 1973. He served as President of the Society 
until the early '90's. Agnes MacRae Morton, co-founder of the 
Grandfather Mountain Highland Games, was his aunt.  
He was a frequent visitor to Scotland and in the 1970's became 
friends with the late John MacRae of Conchra. He was an avid 
supporter of the effort to identify and name a Chief of Clan 
MacRae.  
He had a room in his house decorated entirely in the various 
MacRae tartans. 
A funeral service is planned at 11 a.m. Oct 15 at St. James Epis-
copal Church, 25 S. Third St in Wilmington, NC 

Willie McRae, legendary Pinehurst caddie who carried for U.S. presidents and tour pros, dies at 85. 
https://www.golfdigest.com/story/willie-mcrae-legendary-pinehurst-caddie-who-carried-for-us-presidents-and-tour-pros-dies-at-85 

https://www.starnewsonline.com/news/20181009/hugh-macrae-ii-civic-leader-and-mall-builder-dies
https://www.starnewsonline.com/news/20181009/hugh-macrae-ii-civic-leader-and-mall-builder-dies
https://www.golfdigest.com/story/willie-mcrae-legendary-pinehurst-caddie-who-carried-for-us-presidents-and-tour-pros-dies-at-85
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