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THE SCOTTISH  SOCIETY OF INDIANAPOLIS 

Gach ni Albanach 
Fourth Edition, October through December 2016 

    From the desk of the President 

Fellow Scots, 

In August we gathered as a group of Scots, over one hundred strong, to 

celebrate the success of our Society. Although the weather didnôt allow us to be 

outside as planned, the evening was still a joyful occasion. We enjoyed the 

company of new friends, good food and drink, and the music of Hogeye Navvy. 

Best of all, we presented the first installment of the Scottish Foundation of 

Indianapolis McMath Scholarship to IUPUI to the tunes of the Highland Great 

Pipe. It was truly a great time for the Society. I want to thank Ms. Pat Tussing 

for generously suppling much of the libation, and Dan and Jane for helping to 

sponsor some of the costs for the evening. Many people donated to the 

endowment and to sponsor the Games. I was moved by this out pouring as we 

start this new page in Society history. 

 

The beginning of September is the start of the busy season for our Society. The 

promotion of our Scottish heritage and Highland Games and Festival takes us to 

many places, meeting many people. Over the next few weeks, we will be 

chatting with hundreds of people about the Games and the Society.  We will be 

talking to people at German Park, Columbus, and Military Park, leading up to 

the Indianapolis Scottish Highland Games and Festival. The season will 

culminate at the International Festival at the State Fairgrounds. I hope to see 

many of you come to these events and share your stories and heritage as well.  

 

We are nearly ready to host the seventh annual Indianapolis Scottish Games and 

Festival. The Games have grown these last few years, and itôs important that we 

remain steadfast in this venture. Volunteer, join the committee, and attend. 

Look for an expanded entertainment roster, new activities, the Bonnie Prince, as 

well as whisky tasting, athletics, great Scottish food and Celtic merchandise.  

 

Our Society is only as strong as the people in it. In November we will hold 

elections for office.  Nominations are being accepted for positions on the board. 

Once again, I encourage you to become involved, attend, and volunteer. I am 

grateful to serve as your president. 
                                                             

                                                              

 

                                                             Slainteô 

                                                             Robin Jarrett FSA Scot 

                                                             President Scottish Society of Indianapolis 
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The Indianapolis Scottish Highland Games and Festival 
                             October 8, 2016  

  
The Indianapolis Scottish Highland Games and Festival committee are making the final preparations 

for the 7
th
 annual event.  We are thrilled to welcome for the first time, The American Rogues to the 

pavilion stage. Returning favorite entertainers include Drunk & Sailor, Highland Reign, and our very 

own, Celtic Rain. Dance groups, Hoosier Havers, Irish Blessing, and Celtic Motion will grace the Whisky Stage between 

tastings. Get in line early if you wish to taste ñthe water of lifeò presented by distributor, William Grant and Sons. Tutor Rose 

Players will once again bring history to life as they depict the Bonnie Prince Charlie and his court.  Donôt miss the action in 

the Highlands as 2015 Athlete of the Day, Elissa Hapner, returns to the field to defend her title. Scores of caber-tossing, 

hammer-throwing, and sheaf-tossing competitors will thrill the crowd as they via for records and bragging rights. The Scottish 

Village will delight shoppers and hungry patrons with an enticing display of Celtic wares and delicious food and beverages 

including smoked haggis, drunken mushrooms, and Scotch eggs. We will once again host a solo-piping contest, and the 

sounds of the pipes will be heard every hour, on the hour as bands parade the grounds.   Plan to attend the Awards Ceremony 

in the Highlands and the Bonniest Knees Contest in the Lowlands. Consult the schedule on our website for times. Face 

painters will offer free face painting to our wee ones, and the kidsô quest will entertain as children earn the honor 

of Knight or Lady. We are pleased to announce that Mayor Joseph Hogsett will make an appearance and deliver a 

proclamation declaring October 8
th
 as Scottish Heritage Day.  Co-Chairs, Lise Douglass and Deneice Jarrett wish to thank the 

committee, the sponsors, the volunteers, the vendors, the athletes, the entertainers, and all who join together to make this a 

special day ï a day to celebrate all things Scottish.  

See you at the festival! 
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October 

 
 8

 
         7

th
 Annual Indianapolis Scottish Games and Festival, German Park 8600 S. Meridian 9am - 9pm  

12  SSI Dinner Meeting 6:30pm, Program ñA tailor in Prince Charles Armyò with Michael Dollinger 
20   SSI Board of Trusteeôs meeting Claddagh 3835 E. 96

th
 St. Indianapolis 46240  

 

November  

 
10-12    40

th
 Annual Indy International Festival, Indiana State Fairgrounds 1200 E. 38

th
 St. Blue Pavilion Building 

17   SSI Trusteeôs Meeting, Claddagh 3835 E. 96
th

 Street, Indianapolis, 46240 
19

 
        St. Andrews Dinner, Georges Neighborhood Grill, 6935 Lake Plaza Dr. Indianapolis 

 

  
  
 
14    SSI Dinner Meeting 6:30pm, Program, ñA Travel Log, Grandfather Mountainò  
22    SSI Trusteeôs Meeting, Claddagh 3835 E. 96

th
 Street, Indianapolis, 46240 

 
 
 
 
Jan 11               SSI Dinner Meeting 6:30pm, Program, ñBurns Liteò 
Feb   8               SSI Dinner Meeting 6:30pm, Program ñTasting the Water of Lifeò with Arnie Lewin 
Feb 22   13

th
 Annual IUPUI International Festival, IUPUI Campus Center 420 University Blvd, Indianapolis 

Mar 17              36
th

 Annual St. Patrickôs Day Parade      

 

       
 
 

December 
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  January 2017 and beyond 

CALENDAR  of EVENTS 
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President, Robin Jarrett wishes a hearty, ñFailte Chun Ar Cumann!ò or ñWelcome to our Society!ò  

 Join us in giving our new members a warm welcome. 

 

Welcome to; 

Kathleen and Thomas Hohman, Matt Jarson, James and Madlyn Taylor, Michael Smith,  

Geri and Charlie Williams 

 

Members (new and old) contact Steven Johnson, treasurer, to order a name badge. 

 

 

 
 

SCOTTISH SOCIETY OF INDIANAPOLIS MEETINGS  
LATIVIAN CENTER  

1008 WEST 64
TH

 STREET, INDIANAPOLIS, 46260 
 

    6:30 - Social Time                7:00 ï Announcements and Dinner           8:00 ï Program/Guest Speaker 

 

 October November December 

Date 
Wednesday, October 12th Saturday, November 19th Wednesday, December 14th 

Meat Dish 
Mary Thompson Georgeôs Neighborhood Pub TBA  

Program 

A Tailor in the Army of  

Prince Charles 

Presented by 

Michael Dollinger  

St. Andrewôs Dinner 

(No regular Wed. meeting) 

A Travel Log 

Grandfather Mountain  

Highland Games 

Side Dish  

A-FðVeggie/Casserole A-Fð Salad A-FðDessert 

G-McCðSalad G-McCð Dessert G-McC ðVeggie/Casserole 

McD-ZðDessert McD-Zð Veggie/Casserole McD-ZðSalad 

Bring a side dish based on the first letter of your last name.  Please bring at least 3 large servings per attending 

family member.  Example: a couple would bring at least 6 large servings. 

Meeting Costs: Members $5, Returning Guests $7, First-Time Guests are free. 

Bring place settings and beverages of your choice.  

Scotch whisky available, $3 a shot 

 

                                                      
                                                    
 

                                                        
 
 
 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
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Join Us for Scottish Country Dancing

 

Like to dance?  Want to learn?  Just want to get some exercise?  Join some of the Society members most 

Mondays for traditional Scottish country dancing.  Society Trustee Ken Morgan leads beginner and experienced 

dancers in a relaxed and fun atmosphere.  Youôll be having too much fun to feel self-conscious.   
 

New Location: 

Latvian Community Center, 1008 W 64th St., Indianapolis, IN 46260 

 
7:30 - 8:00 PM Beginning Dance lessons 

8:00 - 9:00 PM Social dancing 

9:00 - 9:30 PM Advanced dancing 

 

All are welcome, no partner needed. 

 

Call Ken Morgan at 317-260-1828 for more information. 

It's a good idea to call ahead to make sure we are dancing 

 

 

Articles Needed for  

  The Thistle   

¶ The editor wishes to thank past and future contributors to the SSI Newsletter.  

¶ Anyone attending events related to Scottish heritage and culture such as festivals and clan gatherings 
is encouraged to write a brief article describing the event and to enclose a photo or two.   

¶ Feature Articles of 600 to 700 words including a graphic or photo are needed.  These can be about any 
Scottish social, historic, or cultural topic including clan histories.  Please include reference citations. 

¶ Articles pertaining to different genres of Scottish music would be of great interest to our readers. 

¶ We encourage submission of favorite Scottish recipes for publication. 

Contact and send to Armand Hayes: mrgoodnews@comcast.net 

 
 

November Elections at the feast of St. Andrew s 

 

 

Elections for the 2017 Board of Trustees will be held at the annual St. Andrewôs Dinner, November 

19
th
 at Georges Neighboorhood  Pub. If you are interested in serving in a leadership role or on the 

board, please contact Andrew Thompson, election committee chair: 765-894-6726 or 

handyandy1@frontiernet.net. October 12
th
 is the deadline for submissions. 

Gach ni Albanach 
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Flowers of the forest   

 

 

Secretary Emeritus, Maj. Lee E. Cloe, D. Ed., USAF (Ret.) 
 
Alan Cloe informed me that Dr. Cloe passed away in his sleep on the weekend of Saturday, September 
24, 2016. 
  
Lee E. Cloe, a Noblesville native, Charter Member of the Scottish Society Indianapolis and a lifelong 
member of the Lions Club, was a retired US Air Force pilot, training officer and commander, who flew 
supply and medical evacuation planes in Vietnam, served in Saudi Arabia during the first Persian Gulf 

War, and who retired with the rank of Major. 
  
In addition to his military service, Lee Cloe held a doctorate in education, he served as an administrator for various 
universities and state agencies, and he was a frequently requested speaker on a number of historical subjects and 
personalities, which he often presented in first person, in costumes ranging from a Roman legionnaire to an Arab 
sheikh. 
  
Dr. Cloe directed the first Society election at the First Annual Founders Day Dinner on Wednesday, November 13, 
1985, and went on to serve as Trustee (1989-90), Secretary (1992-98 and 2000-02), Vice President (1991-92), and 
President (1993), he was the third recipient of the Thomas H. (Tommy) Thompson Award (1991), and named 
Secretary Emeritus. 
  
According to Dr. Cloe, ñThere is no known connection of the CLOW/CLOE names in Perthshire with any clans that I 
have been able to find, thus, we wear the Strathearn tartan, to show the connection with the land of Scotland,ò and Dr. 
Cloe was an enthusiastic proponent for the wearing of District Tartans. 
  
His body has been given to the IU Medical School, but his widow may arrange a celebration of 
life Service in the future. 
  
Mrs. Lee E. (Marcia) Cloe 
4720 Royal Oak Dr. 
Carmel, IN 46033-3324 

 

               THE SCOTTISH SOCIETY SUMMER CELEBRATION 

 

 

             



 

       

 

 
        

 

 

The Scottish Society of Indianapolis celebrated its existance on August 20th at the 
Latvian Center. Even though inclimate weather forced us indoors, the crowd of over a 
hundred enjoyed the music of Hogeye Navvy, piping, barbecue, and fellowship. The 
evening included a proclamation read by HRM Elisabeth, Queen of Scotland and the 
Isles, and a presentation to IUPUI for the McMath Scholarship. 
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A GUIDE TO SCOTTISH HIGHLAND EVENTS  
 
CABER TOSS 

The Caber toss is always the crowd favorite.  It is a log usually measured 20 feet in length and the log weighs 

from the amateur length of 75 lbs to about 175 lbs, with a few cabers weighing over 200 lbs.  The Caber is stood 

on end to an almost vertical position to the contestant who then in turn raises it in squat, and cupped in hand 

with the smaller end, in balance.  The Caber is then tipped forward and the contestant lifts and hoists the Caber's 

upper end/larger end forward, flipping it end over end.  For the perfect toss, the Caber must land length wise at a 

12:00 position to the candidate with the small (hand held end) facing away from the candidate.  There are many 

athletes who have thrown perfect throws; now records are set for how many consecutive perfect throws.  The 

official Guinness World record caber:  69 out of 80 Cabers attempted, the cabers being tossed simultaneously at 

the Fergus Scottish Festival and Highland Games in 2014. 

 

HAMMER THROW 

The Scottish Hammer Throw or Toss is an event with a metal, spherical shaped ball weighing 16 to 22 lbs 

attached on a wooden handle that is thrown to the rear of the contestant for distance.  The contestant has his 

back to the throwing field and must anchor his feet (cannot turn around).  He swings the hammer around over 

his head 2 to 3 times to create momentum and releases the hammer behind him.  The world record for the 22 lb 

Hammer throw was done by Daniel McKim at 132 feet, 10 1/4 inches at the Utah Highland games in 2014. 

 

STONE THROW OR "BRAEMER STONE" THROW  

A large stone of variable weight (men 16-22 lbs and for women, a 13-18 lbs) is thrown from a standing position.  

The contestant must cradle it into his neck until the stone is thrown.  The stone cannot be touched with the other 

hand prior to, or on the throw.  This event is similar to the track and field shot put event.  Ray Oster holds the 

world record of the "Braemer Stone" throw, of 30 feet, 4 3/4 inches, achieved at Carson City's Centennial Park, 

approximately 10 years ago. 

 

WEIGHT THROW FOR DISTANCE  

A large metal weight, attached to a short chain and handle is thrown as a separate event for distance, as both a 

light weight and also a heavy weight.  The light weight weighs 28 lbs or 12.7 kg where the heavy weight, 

weighs 56 lbs, or 25.4 kg.  For women contestants, the light weight weighs 14 lbs or 6.4 kg, and the heavy 

weight is 28 lbs. or 12.7 kgs.  For the "Masters Class", the weights are light weight, 28 lbs and the heavy weight 

is 42 lbs.  The weight is thrown with one hand, from behind the Trig, and may turn or spin to increase the 

momentum of the throw, as long as the contestant does not go over the Trig.  Each contestant are given 3 

attempts and the best distance is used for the score.  The world record is 21.73 meters, thrown by Jud Loganin 

2014, at Ashland University. 

 

WEIGHT FOR HEIGHT  

Given 3 attempts, each contestant tries to hoist a 56 lb stone attached to a handle over a horizontal bar.  The 

contestants can use only one hand.  Once they have cleared the bar with the weight, the contestant advances to 

the next round in which the bar is advanced to a higher height until all but one contestant is eliminated.  If a 

second contestant ties, the contestant of the two who makes the most successes breaks the tie.  "Game of 

Thrones" actor, Hafpor "Thor" Bjornsson of Iceland, became the World Record holder for Weight Over the Bar 

thrower, in Sept 23, 2014.  During Europe's Strongest Man contest, Thor threw an amazing 28 foot throw of the 

56 lb, 25 kg weight over the horizontal bar! 
 

SHEAF TOSS 

Is a bale like bundle of straw, wrapped in a burlap type material, weighing for men, 20 lbs or 9 kg, and for 

women, 10 lbs or 4.5 kg.  The sheaf is tossed with a pitchfork over a horizontal bar; with scoring similar to the 

Weight for Height event.  There are three attempts, and the contestant must clear the bar to pass on to the next 

round until all but one are eliminated.  The world Record holder for the Sheaf Toss was at Stone Mountain in 

2007, for the 20 lb Sheaf Toss, reaching a height of 35 foot 10 inches, by Eric Frasure. 



  



 

THE COLUMBUS GAMES 2016 

 
 

 

 

 
Massed Bands 

 
 

Opening Ceremonies at Columbus 

 
 

 
 

 

 Robin and Deneice with Leland Burnett after presenting him with the Best Clan Tent Award  
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Honored Clan for 2016 Indian a polis scottish Highland games an d festival  
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Clan Thom(p)son is a Clan Society, being Chiefless but are recognized as a 

Clan Society today.  In the past, they were recognized as a border clan.  They 

were listed as part of the troublesome border clans in two separate Acts 

of the Scottish Parliament - one in 1587 and the other in 1594. The clan 

was in the western Marche area of the borderlands (now Dumfriesshire) 

and another large group was located in Lothian (just south of Edinburgh 

around Melrose/Jedburgh area). The document will be posted here as we get the time. 

They were a border clan - probably didnôt speak Gaelic or wear kilts, but had just as 

strong a family or ñclanò ties as the highlanders and were recognized as a community under one name. 

Where such a family is able to prove that it has existed historically as an independent family group, 

then the Lord Lyon may be prepared to recognize them as a distinct clan or name; this is us ï Clan 

Thom(p)son.  We are tough; we are strong ï border strong! 

 

     There was no single originating family named Thomson responsible for all the Scottish 

Thom(p)sons found present day. The name is patronymic, in that the next generation is named after the 

fatherôs personal name.  Many have been linked by the Thompson DNA project. Thomsons are very 

numerous over a large part of Scotland and are primarily found south of the Forth and Clyde. The 

lowlands or border lands are neither purely English nor purely Scottish. In fact, the border lands and 

the region known as Lothian just north of the border have now become the center of Scotland with 

Edinburgh as its capital. 

 

     The earliest Thomsons; spelled with an (a), (e), and sometimes a (p), slowly evolved from the 12th 

century into families with a central head or leader in the border and Lothian areas of the Scottish 

lowlands from Dunfriesshire to Rosburghshire. The Thomsons of Eskdale were a rather small 

fifteenth-century clan closely aligned with the larger clans Beattison snd Nixons. In the 1540s, the 

English Lord Wharton reported to the Earl of Shewsbury that the Batysons, Thomsons, and Lytles of 

Esskdayle have made raiding (reiving) forays on several English towns. In 1547, the English Lords 

Lennox and Wharton crossed the Esk River to subdue the south of Annandale and Castlemilk. The 

continuing reiving on the borders resulted in several lairds and clans being forced to give an oath of 

obeisance to the King of England. Bellôs MS, preserved in the Carlisle Cathedral Library, lists the 


