
 

 
 

More Summer in Caithness 
 

 One of the big events of the Caithness 

summer is the Caithness County Show.  It is 

remarkably like a County Fair back in Indiana.  

There is animal judging (lots of sheep ï big  

surprise) 

     

      
 and horses 

    
 and cattleééthough you do not see many 

hieland koos in Indiana. 

 

 There is a dog show. 

 
 There are tractors, both old and new 

 

 
 And food vendors 

 

   



 

There are baked goods to be judged. 

 
 There are a few things you might expect to 

see ONLY in America. 

 
 And a few scenes which are simply out of 

place. 

 

There are information boothsé..like the one 

for North Highland Collegeééwith our mascot, 

Hamish. 

  
 Thereôs a midway 

 
 And of course, the pipe band. 

 
 If you have been following the newsletters 

from our Scottish adventures, then you are aware 

that the experience has given rebirth to my 

childhood interest in the World Land Speed Record 

(WLSR) and those brave men how have pursued it.  

I have had the chance to associate with the current 

Bloodhound Project to break the existing 763 mile 

per hour record, which is amazing.  But no less 

amazing are the men who held the record in the 

fifties and sixties, like Craig Breedlove in Spirit of 

America and Sir Malcolm Campbell and his son 



 

Donald, in their Bluebirds.  I even turned one of my 

Bloodhound kits into a model of Sir Malcolmôs 

Bluebird that was the first car to break 300 mph. 

   
 And I recently read ñMy Speed King,ò the 

autobiography of Donald by his wife, Tania Bern-

Campbell, who saw him through a 1955 World 

Water Speed Record in one of the Bluebird boats at 

Coniston Water in the British Lake District, through 

a horrendous crash at Bonneville while pursuing the 

WLSR, through the incredible year of 1964 when 

he broke both the land and water records in 

Australia, and back to Coniston for another record 

attempt in 1967, that resulted in his death. 

 Donaldôs Bluebird CN7, the first car to 

exceed 400 miles per hour, was one of the most 

technologically advanced vehicles, relative to its 

era, in history.  Adrian Newey, well recognized 

Formula One designer, has described the CN7, as 

one of the biggest ever automotive advances, and 

ñarguably, for its time, the most advanced vehicle.ò  

Campbell prepared a revolutionary car featuring 

advanced aluminum honeycomb chassis, fully 

independent suspension and four wheel drive. It was 

also the first true ground effects car.  It was the last 

WLSR holder to be wheel driven rather than thrust 

driven, as all subsequent record holders were jet or 

rocket powered.  The car was designed to exceed 

500 mph, but track conditions held Campbell to just 

a bit over 400.  Newey claims that the car was so 

advanced, that were it to be dusted off and 

freshened up, that it could still, today, break the 

world record for a wheel driven carééé50 years 

after it last ran.  Unfortunately, Campbell died 

before he got to run her a second time. 

 On my way to collect Wendy on her return 

to the UK, I made a side trip to visit Coniston 

Water.   

 

 
I stayed in the Black Bull Inn, one of the 

places Donald and Tania stayed during the record 

attempts.  I ate dinner at the Sun Hotel, the other 

hotel they utilized.  It was very strange to be in the 

places that I had read about, and that one of my 

heroes had frequented during the height of his 

career.  The locals are very cognizant of the speed 

history of their town and lake. 

 

 


