There is a dog show.

More Summer in Caithness

One of the big events of the Caithness
summer is the Caithness County Show. Itis
remarkably like a County Fdirackin Indiana.
There is animal judging (lots of sheipig
surprise)
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There are a few thlngs you might expect to _ :
see ONLY in America. Ther eidway a m

And a few scenes which are simply out of
place.

If you have been following the newsletters
from our Scottish adventures, then you are aware
that the experience has given rebirth to my
childhood interest in the World Land Speed Record
(WLSR) andthose brave men how have pursued it.
| have had thehance to associate with the current
Bloodhound Project to break the existing 6B
per hour record, which is amazin@ut no less
amazing are the men who held the redorthe
fifties and sixtieslike Craig Breedlove in Spirit of
America and Sir Malcolm Campbell and his son




Donald, in their Bluebirds. | @n turned one of my
Bloodhoundk t s i nto a model of
Bluebird thatwas the first car to bre&800 mph.

And | recently read
autobiography of Donald by his wife, Tania Bern
Campbell, who saw him throughl&55 World
Water Speed Record in one of the Bluebird boats at
Coniston Water in the British Lake District, through
a horrendous crashi Bonneville while pursuing the
WLSR, through the incredible year of 1964 when
he broke both the land and water records in

| stayed in the Black Bull Inn, one of the
places Donald and Tania stayed during the record
attempts. | ate dinner at the Sun Hotel, the other
hotel they utilized. It was very strange to be in the
) . places that | had read about, and that one of my
Australia, and back to Coniston for another record heroes hd frequented during the height of his

attempt in 1967, that resulted in his death. career.The locals are very cognizant of the speed

Donal dos Bl uebitwod CN7 pigdyREnheif thwh Snbilake.2 ’
exceed 400 miles per hour, was one of the most

technologically advanced vehicles, relative to its
era, in history. Adrian Newey, well recognized
Formula One designgnasdescribedhe CN7,as
one of the biggest ever automotive advances, and
Afarguabby its time, the
Campbell prepared revolutionary cafeaturing
advanced alumima honeycomb chassisilly
independensuspension and four wheel drivewas
also tle first true ground effects calt was the last
WLSR holderto be wheel driven rather than thrust
driven, as all subsequent record holders were jet or
rocket powered. The car was designed to exceed
500 mph, but track conditions held Campbell to just
a bit over 400. Newey claims that the car was so
advanced, thatere it to be dusted off and
freshened up, that it could still, today, break the
world record for a wheel driven careeeb0 years
after it last ran. Unfortunately, Campbell died
before he got to run her a second time.

On my way to collect Wendy dmer retirn
to the UK, | made a side trip tasit Coniston
Water.




