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John Kerr Jnr. was born in 1830 in Dalry, Ayrshire to John Kerr Snr. (Spirit Merchant) and Jean 

Hamilton. John Kerr Snr. was born in Rothesay, Bute, in 1792, as one of eight children of Alexander 

Kerr and Helen Campbell from their marriage in 1777 until 1795, namely, Mary, Charles, James, 

Archibald [died before 1795], Alexander, Helen, John Snr. (himself) and a second Archibald. 

 

Old Parochial Records (OPRs) show that John Kerr Snr. married Jean Hamilton in Dalry in 1823, but 

thereafter there are no OPRs of their 3 children’s births. [This may have been because of the church’s 

disapproval of John Snr.’s occupation!] However, the approximate years of these births appear in the 

1841 Census for Dalry, namely Alexander 1825/26, William 1827/28 and John Jnr, 1830/31. In his 

memoirs, John Jnr. mentions that his mother died about 18 months after his birth, and that his father 

married again in 1838 in Dalry. His new bride was a Jane Boyd, born c. 1810 in Dalry, and she bore him 

6 more children before his death in c. 1854. The aforementioned Census thus shows Jean as spouse and 

her two children with John Snr. - Jane born in 1839, and Margaret born in 1840. The 1851 Census shows 

one more, Janet born in 1849/50. The 1861 Census shows Jane as a widow and one more child, Charles 

born 1851/52. The other two may have been staying with relatives at the time of these Censuses. 

John Jnr. writes in 1903, 

 



 

 
 



John Jnr. attended the local school until c. 1845 …. And he writes ….. 

 

 

 

 
 



So, in the 1851 Census we see that while attending university John Jnr. has ‘digs’ in the home of his elder 

brother William, along with William’s wife Janet, and their two children, at 50 King Street, Gorbals 

Glasgow. 

 

 

Of the following year onwards, he writes, 

 

 

 
 

John Kerr Jnr. thus went to Edinburgh, and, apart from earning a living from tutoring, he decided to 

enter Divinity Hall with a view to becoming a minister of the Church of Scotland. He soon discovered 

that the academic preparation for LL.D. was extremely boring, and that he did not really want to be a 

minister. However, despite his misgivings he obtained his degree. 

 

Thereafter, he writes, 



 
 

John Jnr. writes further about his life events in the mid and late 1850s ….. 

 

“After graduating from Cambridge I remained for a short time coaching, when I was offered and accepted a 

classical mastership at the grammar-school of Bury St Edmunds  …. There I spent a most pleasant year, 

joining the boys like the veriest boy among them in all their games- hockey, fives, football, boxing etc ….  I 

had been about a year in Bury St Edmunds when I received my appointment as Inspector of Schools, on the 

strength of my testimonials generally, and of an especially hearty one from the Rev. Doctor Montagu Butler, 

afterwards headmaster of Harrow, and later master of Trinity College, Cambridge.” 

 

His significant contributions to the development of Scottish Schools and Universities in the 40 years when 

he was an HMI are clear, not only in his own ‘Scottish Education, School and University’ (1910), but also, 

for example, in the many references made to his influence in James Scotland’s ‘History of Scottish 

Education’ (1969). Then again, his two ‘Memories’ books in 1903/04 provide the evidence of his deftness 

of touch in human relations at the ‘chalk-face’ nationwide while ever embroiled in administrative 

matters.  

 

However, research to discover available on-line genealogical information and images has provided some 

insights into his family life after marriage in 1866 and also the ancestral background of his wife Elizabeth 

Jackson Graham. 

 

Whether John Jnr., was aquainted with his future wife in 1861 is difficult to ascertain, but some common 

factors suggest that they may have met in Edinburgh. One item they had in common was eventually 

discovered back in time from Elizabeth’s location and companions in the 1961 Census. 

The image below was the ‘trigger’ after study of the couple’s appearances in the 1871/1881/1891/1901 

Censuses. 



 

The ‘Elizabeth L Grahame’ below should be ‘Elizabeth J. Graham’ as it had already been seen on the 

image of her marriage to John Kerr Jnr. in 1866 that her mother had been Janet Boyd Harley and her 

father Thomas Graham (Medical Practioner) deceased. Also, it is clear that Elizabeth and Agnes were 

twins, born c. 1847. This birth place in Kent, England was gleaned from later Censuses. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



A search for the whereabouts of Janet Boyd Graham in the 1851 Census for England was successful 

…she was a widow by 1851! 

 
 

Thus, Elizabeth and her husband John Kerr Jnr. had both suffered the loss of a parent as babes! 

Other common factors were … the name ‘Boyd’ appearing in both their families, as well as them having 

common roots in Dalry and Kilwinning, Ayrshire. The former suggests that there may have been a blood 

link between stepmother Jane Boyd, and Janet Boyd (Harley) Graham. 

 

Marriage in 1866 

 



 

Not long after his 1866 marriage, John Jnr.’s widowed stepmother Jane (Boyd) Kerr died in 1870. 

 

 
 

Meantime, John Kerr Jnr. and Elizabeth Graham had 3 children – the first two in Edinburgh and the 

third in Aberdeen …. Where we see the family with servants in the 1871 Census …. 

 

 
 

 



 

Four additions to the family appear in the 1881 Census ….. now in New Kilpatrick, Dumbarton 

 

 

 Dwelling: Garscadden House 

 Census Place: New Kilpatrick, Dumbarton, Scotland 

 Source: FHL Film 0203551     GRO Ref    Volume 500    EnumDist 6    Page 7 

  Marr Age Sex Birthplace 

John KERR M 50  M Dalry, Ayr, Scotland 

 Rel: Head 

 Occ: H M Inspector of Schools  

Elizabeth J. KERR M 33  F Chatham, Kent, England 

 Rel: Wife 

Ella A.G. KERR   13  F Edr, Edinburgh, Scotland 

 Rel: Daur 

Agnes M.H. KERR   12  F Edr, Edinburgh, Scotland 

 Rel: Daur 

Edith A.B. KERR   11  F Aberdeen, Aberdeen, Scotland 

 Rel: Daur 

Graham C. KERR   8  M Aberdeen, Aberdeen, Scotland 

 Rel: Son 

James A. KERR   7  M Aberdeen, Aberdeen, Scotland 

 Rel: Son 

John H. KERR   4  M Aberdeen, Aberdeen, Scotland 

 Rel: Son 

Thomas L. KERR   4  M Aberdeen, Aberdeen, Scotland 

 Rel: Son 

Sarah StCLAIR U 28  F Leith, Edinburgh, Scotland 

 Rel: Governess 

 Occ: Governess 

Hugh WILSON U 36  M Ayr, Ayr, Scotland 

 Rel: Visitor 

 Occ: H M Inspector of Schools 

Isabella NISBET U 56  F Duns, Berwick, Scotland 

 Rel: Servant 

 Occ: Cook 

Margt McDONALD U 22  F Isle Of Gigha, Argyll, Scotland 

 Rel: Servant 

 Occ: Housemaid 

Julia PAXTON U 22  F Nairn, Nairn, Scotland 

 Rel: Servant 

 Occ: Nurse 

Robt. WALLACE U 21  M Invergowrie, Forfar, Scotland 

 Rel: Servant 

 Occ: Coachman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



And in 1891 they are based in Edinburgh, again! …. Winifred born in New Kilpatrick and Leslie in 

Edinburgh in January, 1891. Agnes is not present … probably married? 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Naturally, the household is much depleted by the 1901 Census 

[For reasons unexplored here.] 

 

 
********************************************* 

Finally, in Edinburgh in 1916, after a long life of exceptional service to the nation,  

John Kerr Jnr. dies of debility of age and heart failure. 

 

 
 

 


