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Lennoxlove House

3018920

Owned by the Duke of Hamilton and dating back to before the 
14th century, Lennoxlove House near Haddington contains treasures 

from the Hamilton Palace collection - the death mask of 
Mary, Queen of Scots, her silver casket and sapphire ring.

Lennoxlove House

Tel: 01620 828614 Visitor Information: www.lennoxlove.comTel: 01620 828614 Visitor Information: www.lennoxlove.com

3019019

HILTON LODGE is an established nursing
home offering an excellent standard of care

in very comfortable surroundings.

Staff are delighted to show prospective residents
or their relatives around at any time.

www.hiltonnursingagency.co.uk
email: hiltonagency@aol.com

HILTON NURSING AND HOMECARE AGENCY LTD
01620 826300

Providing care to people at home in East Lothian

60 Court Street • Haddington • East Lothian EH41 3AF
Tel: 01620 822291 • www.hiltonlodgenursinghome.co.uk
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3018802

FIRST FOR HIRE IN EAST LOTHIAN
HADDINGTON HIRE CENTRE

JCBʼS AND OPERATORS, 1.5 TON MINI EXCAVATORS
HIGH TIP 1 TON DUMPERS, COMPACTORS, ROLLERS

CONCRETE SCREED EQUIPMENT, CORE DRILLS TILE CUTTERS
CUTTERS, GRINDERS, SAWS, ALL GARDEN EQUIPMENT

COMPRESSORS, JACK HAMMERS, WALL PAPER STRIPPERS
FLOOR SANDERS IND AND DOMESTIC, DEHUMIDIFIERS HEATERS

CONCRETE MIXERS LARGE AND SMALL, GENERATORS
HOOVERS, CARPET CLEANERS

ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME

HADDINGTON 01620 826292
1 STATION YARD, INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, HOSPITAL ROAD, HADDINGTON

3018807
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3018917

Private Hire 
Contracts
Corporate
Weddings
Golf Parties 
Sports Events 

Fax 01368 865400 
www.eveinfo.co.uk

e-mail: admin@eveinfo.co.uk 

Specialists in providing coaches for Schools & Colleges

01368 865500 

Premium Quality for all your Coach Hire Needs in the Lothians & Edinburgh

Spott Road, Dunbar, East Lothian 

Coaches LTD

A fleet of 20 vehicles offering 16, 24,33, 49 & 70 seater 
single deck coaches, including luxury executive coaches 
fitted with TV, video, air conditioning and seat belts in all.

Established in 1976 our success has been built on always delivering 
the highest quality service and standards to all our customers

3018886

HAMILTON
WASTE & RECYCLING LTD.

For A Fast, Efficient And Economical Service In Edinburgh And The Lothians
Scrap & Skip Hire 

Skip Hire Throughout Edinburgh & The Lothians

All Waste Prepared For Recycling
Transfer & Recycling Stations At Wallyford And Drem

For Builders Waste, Inert Landfill Site At Drem.
All Licensed By SEPA.

All Contract Work Undertaken
Skip Lorries And Hook Loader, Skip Hire From

4 - 40 Cubic Yd, Including Lockable Skips.
Screened Topsoil, Crushed And Sized Hardcore Available.
For A Competitive Quote And A Professional Service Call

EDINBURGH   0131 665 2173
EAST LOTHIAN   01620 880 580

Operating Hours 7am-5pm Mon-Fri   -   7am-1pm Sat

Wallyford Industrial Estate, Musselburgh
West Fortune Farm, Drem

HAMILTON
WASTE & RECYCLING LTD.

3018865

59 High Street, North Berwick EH39 4HG

01620 890666

Our two galleries in North Berwick offer an 
amazing array of contemporary fine art

We pride ourselves on finding unusual pieces not normally 

found in other galleries by contemporary, local and international 

artists. We have available a wide selection of original works by artists 

such as Kirstie Cohen, Mark l‘Anson, John Bellany and Denis Ribas. 

Our friendly and knowledgeable staff in both galleries are always 

on hand to give advice and assistance on all aspects of art 

appreciation.

The galleries are open 7 days a week throughout the year.
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East Lothian

...the official guide  
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Published by: 
Burrows Communications Limited

Head Office: 
Publicity House, 
106 Stafford Road, 
Wallington, 
Surrey SM6 9AY
Tel: 020 8773 3000
Fax: 020 8773 8888
Email: postmaster@burrows.co.uk
Home page: http://www.burrows.co.uk

Our Advertisers:
We gratefully acknowledge the support
of all the firms whose advertisements
appear in these pages. Without their
help we would not be able to produce
this guide. As a reciprocal gesture we
have pleasure in drawing the attention
of our readers to their announcements,
but wish to make it clear that East
Lothian Council can accept no
responsibility for their products or
services advertised. 
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A long and turbulent history

A long and turbu lent  

history East Lothian is a geographical division
of the ancient Celtic province of
Lothian, the others being West and
Midlothian, each defined today as 
local government authorities but in 
the past comprising the fertile rural
hinterland of the Scottish capital,
Edinburgh, and peppered with royal
palaces, castles, great houses, and
thriving towns and villages. 

The earliest written form of the name
Lothian is Lleudinyawn. It occurs in 
a 12th century Welsh poem but is
probably much older. The meaning 
of the name is debated but may 
mean ‘the land of Lleu’s fortress.’

East Lothian’s rolling landscape,
bordered to the north by the Firth 
of Forth and in the south by the
Lammermuir Hills, comprises well-
watered, fertile soil punctuated by the
volcanic outcrops of Traprain Law and
Berwick Law. The land was sculpted by
glacial action during the last Ice Age
that ended 10,000 years ago. As the ice
retreated dense forest spread across
the area and small groups of people
followed. The county’s earliest known
structure, a Mesolithic hunter-
gatherer’s dwelling dating to around
8,300 BC, was excavated in recent
years by archaeologists at East Barns. 

From around 4,000 BC, agriculture 
was introduced and forests cleared to
plant crops and graze domesticated
animals such as sheep. New tools and
technologies arose, fashioned from
stone and flint. Pottery also developed.
Around 2,400 BC stone gave way 
to bronze in the production of
implements such as knives, swords 
and shields. Large pottery ‘beakers’
were produced and often placed in
stone cist burials, some of which were
covered with cairns such as the one 
at Sparleton Edge.

The burial sites were part of a larger
ritual landscape that included standing
stones and circles and cup-and-ringed
marked stones that are still found
scattered across East Lothian. From
1,000 BC iron started to replace bronze
for tools, weapons and other artefacts,
typical of an expanding pan-European
Celtic culture. Hillforts like Traprain
Law with defensive ramparts enclosing
roundhouses, played a complex part 
in Celtic culture as gathering sites of
ritual, economic and social importance.

The earliest East Lothian people to
appear in written records were the
Gododdin, (or Votadini to the
Romans). The Gododdin were a Celtic
people who spoke an early form of
Welsh and their bards wrote some of

“The earliest

written form of

the name Lothian

is Lleudinyawn. It

occurs in a 12th

century Welsh

poem but 

is probably 

much older.”

Picture left:
Traprain Law

Picture right:
Iron Age Quern
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A long and turbulent history

the country’s earliest poetry. The 
tribe seems to have had an alliance
with the Roman invaders and although
a fort was built at Inveresk Hill near
Musselburgh in Gododdin territory, 
it was probably to protect the Roman
flanks against seaborne attacks from
the northern Picts.

The Gododdin tribal centres were
probably a pallisaded hill fort on
Traprain Law (its older name Dun
Pender translates as Hill of the
Stockades) and one at Din Eidyn, 
now Edinburgh Castle. In 1919 a horde
of Roman silver dating to the 5th
century was discovered during
excavations at Traprain. The treasure
can be seen in the National Museum 
of Scotland in Edinburgh.

The Romans left early in the 5th
century, abandoning the massive
Hadrian’s Wall, built to contain and

control Scotland’s peoples. In the
following centuries the Gododdin 
as a distinct people disappeared,
eclipsed by the incoming Angles of
Northumbria, who in turn vied with 
the Picts and Scots for control of East
Lothian. In national mythology the
struggle produced Scotland’s flag, 
the St. Andrew’s Cross. The story 
goes that around 832 AD, white clouds
forming a cross on a blue sky inspired
a Pictish army to defeat a force of
Northumbrians. The battle was fought
near the village of Athelstaneford
where today the St. Andrew’s Cross
flies in perpetuity to commemorate 
the event.

Scottish kings favoured East Lothian.
David I established Haddington as a
royal burgh in the 12th century and
King William the Lion built a royal
palace there where his son, the future
Alexander II, was born. David I also
introduced elements of the feudal
system to Scotland by granting 
lands to Anglo-Normans who
established the castle as the principal
means of defence.

Unfortunately, East Lothian was the
preferred route for invading armies
and the area suffered in the late 13th
and early 14th centuries when social
and economic life was disrupted by the
Wars of Independence with England.
During the remainder of the 14th
century, the Black Death reduced 
the population by about a third. 

In the two centuries from 1500 to 1700
events continued to be dominated by
wars and religious strife. The Protestant
Reformation of the 1550s and 1560s, 
led by Haddington-born John Knox,
initiated the decay and disappearance
of many of East Lothian’s medieval
monastic buildings and churches. 
But the Reformers also laid down the
principle of parish education for all

“The story goes

that around 832

AD, white clouds

forming a cross

on a blue sky

inspired a Pictish

army to defeat 

a force of

Northumbrians.”

Picture top:
St. Andrew’s Cross above

Athelstaneford

Picture bottom:
Court Street, Haddington
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children which would serve Scots well
when literacy became important in
advancing science, industry and
commerce. In the 17th century the
Covenanting and Cromwellian wars
kept things boiling and some of the
county’s greatest castles such as
Tantallon and Hailes were ruined. 

But more peaceful times were ahead.
The parliamentary union between
Scotland and England in 1707
effectively ended wars between 
the two, although the 1715 and 1745
Jacobite Rebellions which attempted 
to restore the Stuarts to the British
throne, carried echoes of the old
enmity. The Battle of Prestonpans was
fought in East Lothian in 1745 when a
mainly Highland army routed Sir John
Cope’s Hanoverian troops.

The 18th and 19th centuries saw great
changes in agriculture and industry,
sweeping away most of what remained
of medieval life in town and country.
The old runrig system of land tenure
with its ‘ferm touns,’ gradually
disappeared, replaced by larger farms
with fields enclosed by walls and
hedges. In the summer of 2006 one 
of the lost medieval villages, possibly
Eldbotle, was rediscovered on the
Archerfield estate during the
construction of a golf course.

Many of the peasants who toiled 
under the old system left the land 
to work in the growing industries in
the towns or were employed as farm
workers. In East Lothian the great
landowners, John Cockburn of
Ormiston, Lord Belhaven and others,
maximised the profits from their lands
by introducing new crops, agricultural
methods and industries.

The expansion of the coal industry,
which had existed from medieval
times, fuelled new industries such as

potteries, brick works, salt extraction,
brewing and distilling, and powered
the expanding rail network of the 
19th century. Communications were
dramatically improved with the
introduction of turnpike roads and
extensive bridge building. One of the
earliest railways in the world was built
in East Lothian in 1722 to link Tranent
with Cockenzie. Wagons on wooden
rails were moved by horses (uphill)
and by gravity (downhill).

In the 20th century East Lothian 
was profoundly affected socially and
economically by the two world wars.
The extensive agricultural estates with
their great houses were in decline
before the Second World War, hit hard
by heavy death duties and the 1930s
economic depression. Many were
demolished, others such as Newhailes
survived as tourist magnets while 
a few succeeded in retaining some 
of their original role as the hubs of
large estates.

Many of the industries that grew up 
in the 18th and 19th centuries did not
survive long into the 20th, if at all. 
The Second World War gave a brief
reprieve to heavy industries such 
as coal mining, but despite the
development of open cast mining 
at Blindwells in the 1980s and 1990s,
mining ceased to be a major employer

when the last deep mine closed in
1964. The post-war fishing industry 
was never strong. The two single
largest employers in East Lothian
today are East Lothian Council and
Torness Nuclear Power station although
collectively all those employed in
tourism constitute an equally large
source of employment.

Since 1945 there has been a shift 
to a service-based economy of small
businesses. This generated broad 
social changes as former mining
villages and fishing towns reinvented
themselves to accommodate tourism 
or in part became dormitories for
Edinburgh commuters.

East Lothian Council 

www.eastlothian.gov.uk

Historic Scotland

tel: 0131 668 8600
www.historic-scotland.gov.uk

National Trust for Scotland

tel: 0131 243 9300
www.nts.org.uk

i

i

i

A long and turbulent history

Picture left:
Elbotle Excavation

Picture right:
Torness Power Station
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Visting East Lothian

Tourist
n fo rma t i o n

East Lothian has many attractions for
visitors and residents alike: historic
towns and villages, ancient monuments
and castles, superb golf clubs and
other sporting facilities, miles of
beautiful countryside and rugged
coastline. The following information
will help you plan and make the most
of your visit. 

Key organisations

East Lothian Council
tel: 01620 827827
www.eastlothian.gov.uk

East Lothian Attractions
www.visiteastlothian.org

Edinburgh Region
tel: 0845 2255 121
www.edinburgh.org

Historic Scotland
tel: 0131 668 8600
www.historic-scotland.gov.uk

Museum of Flight
tel: 01620 880308
www.nms.ac.uk

National Trust for Scotland
tel: 0131 243 9300
www.nts.org.uk

Scottish Natural Heritage
www.snh.org.uk

National tourism organisation
tel: 0131 332 2433
www.visitscotland.com

Young people
www.youngscot.org

Tourist information centres

Dunbar: Information Centre,
High Street EH42 1ES
Open April to October
tel: 01368 863353 or 0845 22 55121

North Berwick:
Quality Street EH39 4HJ
Open March to October
tel: 01620 892197 or 0845 22 55121

Neighbourhood 
information points

East Linton: Votadini Café, 
9 High Street, East Linton
Tues to Sat: 10 am to 4.30 pm.

Haddington: Lady Kitty’s Doocot, 
The Sands, Haddington 
Open April to August. 
Wed to Sat: 10 am to 4 pm.

Musselburgh: Brunton Hall, 
Ladywell Way, Musselburgh
Mon to Thurs: 9 am to 5 pm, 
Fri 9 am to 4 pm.

Sports centres

Aubigny Centre
Mill Wynd, Haddington EH41 4DB
tel: 01620 826800
email:
aubignysports@eastlothian.gov.uk

Dunbar Leisure Pool
Castle Park, Dunbar EH42 1EU
tel: 01368 865456
email:
dunbarleisure@eastlothian.gov.uk

Loch Centre
Well Wynd, Tranent EH33 2JX
tel: 01875 824140
email:
lochcentresports@eastlothian.gov.uk

Meadowmill Centre
by Tranent EH33 1LZ
tel: 01875 614900

Mercat Gait Centre
Preston Road, Prestonpans
tel: 01875 815483 

Musselburgh Sports Centre
Newbigging, Musselburgh EH21 7AS
tel: 0131 653 5208
email:
musselburghsports@eastlothian.gov.uk

i
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Visting East Lothian

North Berwick Sports Centre
Grange Road, N. Berwick EH39 4QS
tel: 01620 893454 
email:
northberwicksports@eastlothian.gov.uk 

Where to stay, 
eat and drink

You are sure of a warm Scottish
welcome when you come to East
Lothian. There are plenty of hotels,
guest houses, caravan or camp sites 
to cater for your particular needs
whether for business or pleasure. 
You can choose accommodation and 
in some cases book online through 
the following organisations:

East Lothian tourism information
www.visiteastlothian.org

National tourism information
tel: 0131 332 2433
www.visitscotland.com

Bed and Breakfast and Guest Houses
www.bedandbreakfast-directory.co.uk

Bars and Pubs
www.beerintheevening.com

General Services Guide
www.locallife.co.uk/eastlothian

Transport links

East Lothian is well served by road
and rail links to nearby Edinburgh and
beyond. There’s quick and easy access
by road west to Edinburgh, and to the
south via the A1, with the M8, M9 and
M90 to Glasgow, Stirling and Perth
only about 20 minutes drive away. The
A68 and A7 cross-border routes south
are also about 20 minutes driving
distance while London is four hours
away by train. Edinburgh airport is 
an average 40 minutes drive and offers
many internal and international flights.

There are trains running throughout the
day to and from Edinburgh. A number

of bus operators also offer services 
to and from East Lothian and within
the county. 

Information on travel in East
Lothian is available on the web 
at www.eastlothian.gov.uk or for 
one-stop information and booking 
try www.traveline.org.uk,
www.travelscotland.com

Access to the countryside

East Lothian offers a great variety 
of landscapes for walking, cycling 
and horse riding with the Lammermuir
Hills, a long coastline of broad sandy
beaches and rugged cliffs, and in
between an expanse of arable
farmland, woods and rivers. A number
of sites are managed by the Council
including 68% of the coastline, to
provide leisure opportunities, and
nature conservation.

The Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003
took effect in February 2005 and gives
the public the right of responsible non-
motorised access to most land and
inland water in Scotland. The public
have the right to cross land or go on
to it for recreation such as walking,
cycling, horse riding or canoeing.

The three main principles of the
Scottish Outdoors Access Code are:

• take responsibility for your 
own actions

• respect the interests of other people

• care for the environment

www.outdooraccess-scotland.com

East Lothian Car 
Touring Trail

Coastal Trail: runs 31 miles from
Dunbar to Musselburgh hugging the
shoreline of the Firth of Forth passing
popular beaches, seabird colonies and
many first class golf courses.

Hillfoots Trail: runs 27 miles from
Dunbar to Musselburgh skirting the
lower slopes of the Lammermuir Hills,
the Hillfoots Trail passes through
conservation villages on its way to the
famous Glenkinchie whisky distillery.

Saltire Trail: runs 27 miles from Dunbar
to Musselburgh linking important
historic sites and major visitor
attractions while meandering through
rich farmland.

For detailed information on 
these trails call North Berwick
Tourist Information Centre on
01620 892197.

The John Muir Way and
North Sea Trail

The John Muir Way is a continuous
path that extends for almost 73 km
linking East Lothian with the city of
Edinburgh and the Scottish Borders. 
It also forms the East Lothian section
of the transnational North Sea Trail
linking 26 areas from seven countries
around the North Sea. 

www.eastlothian.gov.uk

Ordnance Survey Maps

Recommended all-purpose maps 
with Tourist Information Ordnance
Survey Maps. 

Landranger 66:
Edinburgh, Penicuik & North Berwick 
Landranger 67:
Duns, Dunbar & Eyemouth 

www.ordnancesurvey.co.uki

i

i

i
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Explore historic settlements

Explore
historic settlements

East Lothian’s towns and villages
reflect the history of the county and
the various peoples who left their
mark. Names such as Tranent, Dunbar
and Aberlady are Celtic, Oldhamstocks
and Haddington are Anglian and some
like Humbie have a Norse ring. Many
settlements have disappeared
altogether, now just names on old
maps. But those that remain are worth
visiting. They are the sites of ancient
forts, castles, churches and royal
palaces and the birthplaces of famous
men and women.

Musselburgh is East Lothian’s 
largest town with a population 
of about 23,000. The other main 
towns are Haddington (9,000), 
Tranent (9,000), Prestonpans (7,000),
Dunbar (6,500), North Berwick 
(6,500) and Cockenzie and Port Seton
(5,500).

The harbour towns of Dunbar and
North Berwick are popular with visitors
as are the attractive coastal villages of
Longniddry, Aberlady, Gullane and
Dirleton. Further inland there are a
number of small towns and villages
including East Linton, Wallyford,
Whitecraig, Ormiston, Athelstaneford,
Pencaitland and Gifford.

Towns

Haddington was established as a royal
burgh in the 12th century during the
reign of King David I of Scots and is
one the most attractive and unspoilt
market towns in the country. East
Lothian Council’s head office and the
Sheriff Court are located here.

The town nestles beneath the Garelton
Hills on the banks of the River Tyne.
As you would expect of a burgh that 
is 800 years old, it has many places 
of historic interest.

Its most ancient building is St. Martin’s
Church, now ruinous but reputed 
to be the oldest church in Scotland. 
It served as an abbey of Cistercian
nuns founded in 1178 by Princess Ada,
mother of King William the Lion. A
royal palace built by William stood in
Court Street where his son, the future
King Alexander II was born in 1198. 

St. Mary’s Collegiate Church dates
from the 14th century and is one of
three great pre-Reformation churches
in the Lothians. It is also the largest
parish church in Scotland. 

Other buildings of note include the 
17th century Haddington House with 
its charming walled garden, and the
Town House originally built in the 18th
century to a design by William Adam,
the great neo-classical architect. 

Giffordgate in Haddington is reputedly
the birthplace of the famous religious
reformer John Knox.

Modern facilities include the 
Aubigny Sports Centre, named after
Haddington’s French twin town of
Aubigny-sur-Nere. The town centre has
an excellent variety of small specialist
shops and a supermarket. 

Picture top:
St. Martin’s Church

Picture bottom:
Nungate Bridge, Haddington
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Explore historic settlements

Cockenzie and Port Seton are historic
fishing communities with long histories,
now dominated by a huge coal-burning
power station.

The burgh of Cockenzie was created in
1591 by King James VI. Between 1655-65
George Seton, the eleventh Lord Seton,
built the first harbour at Port Seton,
using this name to distinguish it from
the harbour at Cockenzie.

The modern town of Cockenzie grew
out of a small fishing village
surrounded by an area of much
historic interest. Seton Palace, replaced
in the 18th century by Seton Castle,
was frequently visited by Mary, Queen
of Scots. Seton Collegiate Church is an
important 15th century building
containing a fine vaulted apse.

Cockenzie Power Station, which
impresses by its sheer size, was
opened in 1968. The site was chosen
for its nearby supply of coal and
seawater for cooling. 

Cockenzie and Port Seton still have a
fishing industry today, but on a much
smaller scale than in the past. Its
coastal walkway and harbours help
make the area popular with day-
trippers and holiday makers. There is
also a caravan site at Seton Sands.

Dunbar (www.dunbar.org.uk) is the
most easterly of the East Lothian
burghs, connected directly to
Edinburgh 30 miles away by the A1
trunk road, making it an attractive
place to live for city commuters.

Dunbar became a royal burgh in 1370
with special trading rights. Its ruined
castle by the harbour testifies to its
importance in the Middle Ages as a
fortified town but this did not prevent
the English from burning it twice in the
16th century and Oliver Cromwell’s
army occupying it in the 17th century
after the Battle of Dunbar.

Archaeological excavations in recent
years have unearthed a large Celtic
fort and artefacts dating back to the
Bronze Age. If you are interested in
the history of the area, a visit to
Dunbar Town House Museum is
worthwhile.

Dunbar is also the birthplace of the
pioneering environmentalist John Muir
who was born in the High Street in
1838. He emigrated to the United States
with his family in 1849. His passion for
nature inspired him to lead the
conservation movement that
established the great national parks of
Yosemite, Sequoia and General Grant.
John Muir Country Park outside
Dunbar was opened in 1976 to
commemorate the town’s famous son

“Archaeological

excavations in

recent years have

unearthed a large

Celtic fort and

artefacts dating

back to the

Bronze Age.”

Picture top:
Dunbar

Picture bottom:
Seton Castle
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and a statue of Muir as a boy stands
outside the ancient Town House in the
High Street. John Muir’s birthplace at
128 High Street is now an interpretative
centre, tel. 01368 865 899 or
www.jmbt.org.uk. Dunbar tourist
information office 01368 86 3353. 

Musselburgh (www.musselburghuk.com)
is situated at the mouth of the River
Esk and derives its name from the
extensive mussel beds that lie along 
its shore on the Firth of Forth. Known
locally as The Honest Toun, it dates
back almost 2,000 years to a time when
an invading Roman army built a fort on
Inveresk Hill.

The town’s racecourse is Scotland’s
oldest, dating back to 1816. It still has 
a full programme of flat and national
hunt racing each year. The bounds 
of the racecourse contain an historic
nine-hole golf course which traces its
history back to 1672, making it the
oldest in the world still in use.

The Musselburgh Silver Arrow claims
to be the oldest sporting trophy in the
world and is competed for each May
by the Royal Company of Archers, the
Queen’s Bodyguard in Scotland. 

The town contains some outstanding
architecture including the fine old
stone Tolbooth of 1590 which was used
as a meeting place, courthouse and
jail; the old Mercat Cross from the
1700s, and the magnificent 18th century
Newhailes House bought and restored
by the National Trust for Scotland.

Musselburgh is also home to the
Brunton Theatre (0131 653 4218,
www.bruntontheatre.com) which 
puts on major dramatic productions
throughout the year. Loretto School,
(www.lorettoschool.co.uk) one of
Scotland’s leading private schools, 
was founded in the 19th century and 
is partly housed in 16th century 
Pinkie House.

North Berwick (www.north-
berwick.co.uk) is a fishing and trading
port dating back to 1373 when it
became a royal burgh. Today it is 
a favourite destination for visitors
drawn by its magnificent coastline, 
golf courses and the Scottish Seabird
Centre (www.seabird.org).

The Bass Rock lies out to sea east of
the town and is home to one of the
largest seabird colonies in the world.
In the past, the rock had a Celtic
monastic settlement and from the 
15th century, a state prison.

Robert Louis Stevenson lived in North
Berwick for a short time in the second
half of the 19th century and Fidra, an
island off the coast nearby, is thought
to have inspired his famous novel
Treasure Island. 

The town gained notoriety in the 
late 16th century due to its infamous
witch trials. A number of women were
accused and executed for using evil
spells to raise a storm at sea in an
attempt to drown King James VI and
his Danish bride as they sailed home
to Scotland.

The energetic visitor who climbs to 
the top of Berwick Law, a 600-foot
plug of solidified volcanic lava 
south of the town, will be rewarded
with spectacular views over the 
Firth of Forth and the East Lothian
hinterland.

“The energetic

visitor who climbs

to the top of

Berwick Law, will

be rewarded with

spectacular views”
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In the past, Prestonpans
(www.prestonpans.com) relied heavily
on coalmining. Other industries were
also important to the town including
salt panning (hence the name),
soapmaking, brewing, brickmaking 
and potteries.

Prestonpans contains some fine 
historic buildings such as the 15th
century Preston Tower, 16th century
Northfield House and 17th century
Hamilton House. 

The town can perhaps claim Scotland’s
finest example of an old Mercat Cross
– the only one in the country that
retains its original form and location.
The town also has a memorial to the
Battle of Prestonpans when Prince
Charlie’s Highland army defeated the
Hanoverian redcoats under General
John Cope during the 1745 Jacobite
Rebellion. A local farmer Adam
Skirving is reputed to have witnessed
the affray and written the famous
ballad Hey! Johnnie Cope Are Ye
Waulkin Yet?

Tranent, as its Celtic name suggests, 
is one of the oldest settlements in 
East Lothian and despite losing its 
coal mining industry, retains a strong
sense of community.

The founding date of the original
village is lost in the mists of time 
but its name is derived from an early
British Celtic name probably meaning
‘the settlement on the stream.’ Once 
an important mining town, coal was

first worked in Tranent in the 12th
century. The history of mining in
Scotland is mirrored in the coal
heughs, mines and pits of Tranent,
from the workings of the outcrops 
of the ‘stone that burns’ by the monks
of Newbattle, through the serfdom of
the collier, to more recent times.

Over 200 years ago, Tranent was 
the site for ‘Scotland’s forgotten
massacre.’ Twelve people were killed
by the Pembrokeshire Militia as they
protested the government’s decision to
introduce compulsory military service
in Scotland. Among the dead were
Joan Crookston and a 13-year-old 
boy D. Kemp. They are commemorated
by a statue in the Civic Square.

Villages 

Aberlady (www.aberlady.org) is on 
the coast by the mouth of the Peffer. 
It became a port by royal charter 
in 1149, a status confirmed by act of
parliament in 1633 when it was named
as the Port of Haddington. It had a
natural anchorage able to take vessels
of 60 to 70 tons but this is now silted
up. The village has an 18th century
parish church that retains its 15th
century tower. The High Street is 
lined with attractive 17th, 18th and 
19th century houses and cottages.

Athelstaneford
(www.st-andrew.org.uk/flagtrust) is the
home of Scotland’s national flag, the
St. Andrew’s Cross. It flies continually
in the churchyard above a stone
monument to commemorate the defeat
in 832AD of a force of Anglians by a
Pictish army. The Picts were flagging
until inspired by the appearance of
white clouds in the shape of a cross 
on a blue sky. The Saltire was
subsequently adopted as the national
flag. The story is told in an audio-
visual presentation in a 16th century
doocot near the church. The present
village dates from the 1790s, created

“The Bass Rock 

lies out to sea east

of the town and 

is home to one 

of the largest

seabird colonies 

in the world.” 
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by Sir David Kinloch of Gilmerton as 
a model village for his estate workers.
Its appearance has changed little from
that time.

Dirleton (www.gaddabout.org.uk) is 
a picturesque village dominated by 
its partly-ruined castle begun by John
de Vaux about 1225 and added to by
successive occupants until it fell to
Cromwell’s Roundheads in the 17th
century. The old village developed
around a green north of the castle 
and the 17th century rubble-built
cottages were joined by larger 
ones in the 18th and 19th centuries. 

East Linton (www.dunpender.net) sits
mainly to the west of the River Tyne
which provided a ready supply of
energy for the many mills that once
stood along its banks. Just to the
northeast of the village is Preston 
Mill dating back to the Middle Ages
and still containing its working
machinery. The River Tyne Bridge
dates to the 1500s and established 
East Linton as a staging post, perhaps
accounting for its generous number 
of pubs and hotels! 

Garvald’s houses date to the late 18th
century and were built from the local
red stone with slated or pantiled roofs.
The parish church was established in
the 12th century and belonged to the
Cistercian priory of Haddington. It 
was rebuilt in 1829 following the old
ground plan and retains some archaic
features. Near Garvald is Nunraw,
originally a grange owned by the 
nuns of Haddington and bequeathed in
1563 by its last prioress to the Hepburn
family who built a castle there. The
castle was restored in 1863 and in 1945
history was revisited when it became 
a Cistercian monastery.

Gifford (www.giffordonline.com) is 
an attractive stone village dating from
the 17th century. It replaced the earlier
village of Bothans cleared to make way

for Yester House, which itself replaced
Yester Castle, the home of the Gifford
family. The Dutch-style parish church
dates from 1710 and Gifford’s most
famous son Rev. John Witherspoon was
born in its manse in 1723. He became
the first moderator of the Presbyterian
Church of America and the only
clergyman to sign the American
Declaration of Independence.

Gullane’s (www.gullane.co.uk) origins
are ancient with a church recorded
here about 800AD. This was replaced
in the 1100s by the Old Church of St.
Andrew whose ruins stand on Main
Street. The village is best known for 
its three superb golf courses that seem
to be all pervasive wherever you are
in the village. Gullane Bents is one of
the best beaches in East Lothian.

Innerwick traces its roots back to 
the heyday of nearby Innerwick 
Castle which was a stronghold of the
Stewarts. It was destroyed by the
English in 1547. The oldest parts of
today’s village date to the 18th and
early 19th centuries. The church is 
a plain gothic structure of 1784 with 
an older manse beside it of 1726 but
subsequently altered. At the west end
of the village is the early 19th century
farm steading of Temple Mains, one of
the finest in East Lothian.

Inveresk has perhaps the longest
recorded pedigree of any East Lothian
village dating back 2,000 years to
when a Roman Fort stood on Inveresk
Hill where the village church stands
now. The village street used to be
lined with small cottages behind which
were built large mansions, away from
the dirt and noise of village life. Most
of these cottages have gone except for
a picturesque group at the east end.
But some cottage walls survive as the
garden bounds of the mansions.
Notable buildings in the village include
the church (1805), Inveresk House
(1643), Halkerston House (17th

“Inveresk has

perhaps the

longest recorded

pedigree of any

East Lothian

village dating back

2,000 years”
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