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INTRODUCTION.

TaE period covered by the present volume of the Privy Council th:l‘l“m“
Register (January 8, 1629 to July 27, 1630) is distinguished by period.
no outstanding events in the history of either Church or State

. in Scotland. The two contemporary annalists of the time, John

Row and Sir James Balfour, devote respectively four and three
pages to these eighteen months, and modern historians pass them

over with equally scant notice. In the various functions and
activities of the Privy Council we have the sufficient explanation

of the uneventful character of the period. Not even during the

last days of James VI. did the Council more completely dominate

the life of the nation than in the opening years of the reign of his

son. In civil as in ecclesmstlcal aﬂ'alrs there wa& no, ;mt.@tvva,,‘
ations were alike inspired and directed by the mandat;e c{ Ch,at;leg,
himself. No Parliament met during the period and nc Qefieral
Assembly, and bishops, judges, Privy Councillors, and high
officers of State all retained their positions on the terms of
unconditional submission to the royal authority.

The members of Council who took part in its business during TheCouncil.
the period under notice were as follow':—

George Hay, Viscount of Duplin and Lord Kinfauns, Lord High Chancellor (67).
John, seventh Earl of Mar, Lord High Treasurer (100).

Villiam Graham, seventh Earl of Menteith, President of the Council (66).
Thomas Hamilton, Earl of Haddington, Keeper of the Privy Seal (82).

Sir William Alexander of Menstrio, Chief Secretary (2).

1 The numerals attached to each name indicate approximately the number of days on
which each member attended the Council. During the period under notice the Council sat

. on one hundred and twenty-seven days, usually meeting twice each day.
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Sir Archibald Acheson of Glencairny, Joint-Secretary (32).
Sir John Hamilton of Magdalenes, Lord Clerk of Register (104).
Sir Thomas Hope, Lord Advocate (117).

Sir George Elphinstone of Blythswood, Lord Justice Clerk (67).
Archibald, Lord Napier of Merchiston, Treasurer Depute (35).
Sir John Scot of Scotetarvet, Director of Chancery (103).

John Spottiswoode, Archbishop of St. Andrews (21).
Alexander Livingstone, second Earl of Linlithgow (80).
George Seton, third Earl of Winton (76).

Robert Ker, first Earl of Roxburgh (10).

John Drummond, second Earl of Perth (12).

John Fleming, second Earl of Wigtown (11).

William Douglas, seventh Earl of Morton, High Treasurer from July, 1630 (7).
James Stewart, third Earl of Moray (25).

John Maitland, first Earl of Lauderdale (21).

William Keith, fourth Earl Marischal (21).

Walter Scot, first Earl of Buccleuch (9).

Colin, first Earl of Seaforth (48).

Alexander, first Earl of Galloway (19).

John Murray, first Earl of Annandale (1).

Alexander Lindsay, Bishop of Dunkeld (27).

Adam Bellenden, Bishop of Dunblane (98).

Patrick, Bishop of Ross (3).

Patrick Forbes, Bishop of Aberdeen (3).

Archibald, Lord of Lorne (32).

David, Lord Carnegie (560).

John, Lord Stewart of Traquair (26). ’
Alexander, Master of Elphinstone, Lord Kildrummie (20).
John, Lord Erskine (87).

Sir James Baillie of Lochend (54).

Tt ..VV iHigm? di%‘on, Viscount Ayr (56).

*** ‘Roberb, seeord-Lord Melville (70).

i 'ﬁe,!l:'drd Gordon (16).

° ®
*e® o ees ’.o %ee®

. 3.Df: ..th:e's.ﬁ'&n"ty-elght persons, who at one time or other put in
‘an’ ai)péaraiéé' at the meetings of the Council, it was but a small
number who actually did its work. Only some nine members
attended half the number of days on which it met, and of these
nine, five were officials—the Lord High Treasurer, the Privy Seal
the Clerk Register, the Lord Advocate, and the Director of
Chancery. The nature of their duties explains the rare attend-
ance of the other officials. Sir William Alexander, the Chief
Secretary, had his permanent residence in London, while Menteith,
the President, Elphinstone, the Justice-Clerk, and Napier,
the Treasurer-Depute, had to make frequent visits there to main-
tain the connection between the English and Scottish sections of
the Council. Of the non-official members, the Bishop of
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Dunblane, the Earls of Wigtown and Linlithgow, and Lord
Erskine were most assiduous in their attendance. Archbishop
Spottiswoode appeared only about twenty times at the Council
Board, but his frequent journeys to Court are sufficient evidence
that his influence was none the less powerful.

In spite of Charles's permission for the Council to meet in the Ch&nses in
Burgh of Edinburgh, the Councillors did not avail themselves of he Gouncil.
the privilege: both during the winter and summer months they
continued to meet at Holyrood, a place, as they had been told,
more becoming their “state and dignity” (Vol. IL. Second Series,

113). Only once (December 29, 1629) did the attendance fall short
of the seven that had been fixed as a quorum, and the average
attendance was not under sixteen. The most important change
in the composition of the Council was the resignation of the
Treasurership (April, 1630) by the Earl of Mar, who had held
the office since 1616. His successor was William Douglas,
seventh Earl of Morton, who had commended himself to Charles
by heading a body of Scots in Buckingham’s expedition for the
relief of La Rochelle. The admission of Sir James Baillie of
Lochend (February 5, 1629),of Sir Andrew Ker, under his new title
of Lord Jedburgh (February 17, 1629), and of Patrick Murray,
third Earl of Tullibardine, in place of his father (July 27, 1630),

are the only further changes to be noted in the personnel of the
Council.

In the summary of the preceding volume of the Register it Contents of
: . . . . the present
was found necessary to assign a special section to the foreign volume.
relations of the country. During the period dealt with in that
volume Charles was engaged in wars with France and Spain,
and had become bound to supply contingents to Count Mansfeld,
Charles IV. of Denmark, and Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden.
As part of the United Kingdom Scotland had to contribute
its own share in these undertakings, and much of the business
of the Council had consisted in raising levies, and in placing the
country in a state of defence against invasion. By the date
when the present volume opens, however, peace had been made



)

The Act of
Revocation.
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with France and Spain, and Charles was no longer so urgent in
his demands for Scottish soldiers now that he had no war on
his own hands. The raising of levies, indeed, still proceeded.
In March, 1629, Sir George Hay received a warrant to raise a
regiment for service in the Low Countries, and at different
times three contingents were levied in aid of Gustavus Adolphus
(pp. 99, 136, 208, 313). There was apparently the same
difficulty as ever in persuading men to enlist in a service in
which they were assured neither of clothing nor pay. Thus, Sir
James Sinclair of Murkill, who had been commissioned to raise
a regiment for the King of Denmark, found the task beyond his
ability (p. 147), and elsewhere we read that numbers of the Earl
of Morton’s men deserted their regiment on their return from La
Rochelle, to avoid being again drafted abroad (p. 120). With
the exception of the business connected with these levies, foreign
relations hardly came within the scope of the Council, and the
contents of the present volume may be conveniently classified
under the two heads of Domestic LecisraTion and DoMesTic
INCIDENTS.

DoMEesTic LEGISLATION.

Among the matters dealt with in the present volume, as in the
case of the two that precede it, the pre-eminent place has to be
assigned to the great Act of Revocation with which Charles had
opened his reign. In the Introductions to the two preceding
volumes of the Register an account has been given of the various
stages of the working of the Act as far as it came within the
scope of the Council. In 1627 had been appointed the Commis-
sion for Surrenders of Superiorities and Teinds, which was to
hold its sittings in Edinburgh, and to which the various parties
interested were charged to give in their submissions and to report
the value of their stock and teinds. It was speedily discovered
that this Commission was inadequate to the task imposed upon
it. It was arranged. therefore, that every presbytery should be
empowered to appoint sub-commissioners whose duty it should
be to ascertain the value of the stock and teind within their
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respective bounds, and duly to report the same to the central
Commission sitting in Edinburgh.  As far as the general character
and scope of the Act is concerned, the present volume of the
Register contains nothing which is not to be found elsewhere.
In the details of the working of the sub-commissions, however,
we find an interesting contribution to the history of Charles’s great
measure. The two main causes assigned by historians for the
revolt of 1638 which resulted in the National Covenant and the
temporary overthrow of the royal authority are the ecclesiastical
policy of Charles and the discontent produced by the Act of Revo-
cation. It is the existence of this discontent which receives
emphatic illustration inthe proceedingsofthe Council. As perhaps
the most effective method of showing the amount of opposition
encountered in the working of the Act, the substance of the various
entries relating to it are here presented in chronological order.

1629—January 29.—Those who have been appointed sub-commissioners
charged to take the oath of office before their respective presbyteries
on the next day of meeting of the said presbyteries (pp. 21-2).

February 19.—Charge to certain presbyteries (fifteen are named), which
have hitherto failed to appoint sub-commissioners, to ascertain the value
of stock and teind within their bounds (pp. 53-4).

February 24.—S8till “some few presbyteries” that have not given in
their reports (p. 62).

February 26.—Charge to the Bishop of Orkney and others to ascertain
the value of stock and teind in Orkney and Shetland, which they have not
yet done (pp. 70-74).

March 10.—Bishop of Argyll and others denounced for failing to appear
before the Council, as commanded, to give account of their neglect to
nominate sub-commissioners (pp. 87-8).

March 24.—General charge to the conveners of sub-commissioners,
many of whom are still negligent of their duties (pp. 105-6).

rch 26.—Mr. Simon Durie, moderator of the Presbytery of Arbroath,
put to the horn for non-appearance before the Council. He had been
summoned for his failure to appoint sub-commissioners (pp. 115-6).

June 2.—Persons who have refused to act as procurators-fiscal and
clerks to the sub-commissioners are threatened with the charge of rebellion
if they do not accept these offices (p. 151).

June 2.—Thomas Norrie, messenger in Stirling, charged with neglect
of his duty in connection with the sub-commission for the presbyteries of
Stirling and Dunblane (pp. 152-8).

June 9.—* A number of persons throughout the several presbyteries ” of
the kingdom still refuse to accept the oﬁ%oe of sub-commissioner (p. 162).

June 9.—All the presbyteries of the kingdom except that of Banff have
appointed sub-commissioners (p. 165).

June 25.—The Archbishop of Glasgow has not yet signed the principal
Submission. A copy of it is to be sent to him for signature (p. 192).
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The next entry relating to the Act of Revocation is under
date September 18, 1629, and contains the proclamation of the
four Determinations or Decreits-arbitral in which Charles, with
the advice of some of the nobility and Privy Council and of
certain experts, announces the composition he is prepared to
make for the surrender of the superiorities and teinds. The
purport of these Decreits is to be found in the various histories
of the period as well as in the special treatises on the subject of
teinds, and therefore does not call for special notice here. As
has already been remarked, it is only on the working of the Act
that the Register can be said to make any new contribution to
the subject. The date of the Decreits is September 2, 1629, and
the original Commission of Surrenders and Teinds had sat from
March 1 to August 1, 1627, so that already more than two years
had elapsed since the great business had been taken in hand.
The foregoing quotations have shown the obstacles that had to
be overcome in carrying the Act into operation, and from those
that follow it will be seen that the publication of the Decreits
did not greatly accelerate the process.

November 3, 1629.—Meeting of the principal Commission for Surrenders
to be postponed till January 8, 1630, on which date and on February
10 the sub-commissioners are to present their reports (p. 336).

November 10.—Proclamation specifying the times and places of meeting
between the sub-commissioners and the great Commission. The dates
are January 8 and February 10, 1630 (p. 341).

January 8, 1630.—Letters to be addressed to the Provost of Dundee
and (;tlzers )charging them to appear before the great Commission on January
13 (p. 401).

January 19.—Certain persons in Glasgow have not yet accepted the
office of sub-commissioner (pp. 416-7).

February 11.—All sub-commissioners to give in their reports within
twenty days after this date (p. 455).

February 18.—James Ross, notary in Irvine, put to the horn for refusing
to undertake the office of procurator-fiscal to the sub-commissioners
of the Presbytery of Irvine.

March 6.—Letter to the Provost of Dundee desiring him to be present
at the meeting of the great Commission on March 10 (p. 478).

March 6.—The meeting of the chief Commissioners has been frequently
postponed for various reasons, and the 10th of March is now fixed for their
meeting.

June 17.—Letter to the chief Commissioners for Surrenders beginning
a8 follows :—* There hes been ane great delay and hinder in the progresse
of the Commissioun anent the Teinds by reasoun of the frequent




INTRODUCTION. xi

absence of some of the Commissioners, quhilk hes caused a nomber
of the dyets of the Commissioun to desert, highlie to his Majesteis
offence and disappointing of this good worke, quhilk his Majestie out of
his princelie regarde of the weale of his subjects hes so earnestlie affected
. we have thairfoir appointed ane solemne meeting of the Com-
missioun?zrs)bo be heere at Halyrudhous upoun the last of this instant,”
ete. (p. 570).

July 15.—The Bishop of the Isles and such of the Islesmen as are then
in Edinburgh to be urged to subscribe the general Submission and to take
some course for ascertaining the value of the teinds of the Isles (p. 610).

The purport of these extracts cannot well be mistaken. They
prove that in certain quarters, at least, Charles’s offers were
received either with actual opposition or complete indifference.
What is specially noteworthy is that difficulties seemed to arise
at every point in the working of the Act. Sub-commissioners
and chief Commissioners alike took up their offices with a
grudge and sought every opportunity of shirking the duties that
pertained to them. As far as the various parties interested are
concerned, the majority had apparently accepted Charles’s
arrangement by the date of the Decreits-arbitral. That there
was a considerable minority who still held out, however, is
proved by the fact that as late as 1633 many still refrained
from subscribing the general Submission (Connell, Treatise on
Tiithes, 1., 140, sec. edit.).

If the Revocation Act was the most important matter that Legislation
occupied the Council, it was far from engaging the most of its m
attention. This distinction easily belongs to that endless ques-
tion that had exercised successive General Assemblies and
Parliaments and Privy Councils since the Reformation—the
continued existence of Roman Catholicism in the land in spite
of all the efforts that had been made to extinguish it. Of the
present volume fully one-fourth is devoted to dealings with
Roman Catholics, individually and collectively. In these deal-
ings there was nothing new: they consisted simply of reiterated
proclamations of penal laws that at one time and another had
been enacted since the overthrow of the ancient religion. What
is special in the present volume, however, is that at this time
the Council seems to have deemed it necessary that a strenuous
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effort should be made to stamp out the religion of Rome once
for all. The motive for this unusual activity was not merely
religious zeal : there was a genuine conviction that the numbers
and influence and activity of Roman Catholics in the country
were a serious menace to the stability of the kingdom—a fear
which at this period was as keenly felt in England as in Scot-
land (Gardiner, History of England, Vol. VI.). It is to be
remembered that at this moment the prospects of Protestantism
in Europe were sufficiently gloomy: the fall of La Rochelle
had been a disastrous blow to Protestantism in France, and
the conquering career of Wallenstein appeared to have crushed
it for a time in Germany. In a communication of Charles,
approving of the Council's measures for the suppression of
Papists, the political action of the emissaries of Rome is
thus described. They are “craftie and politick heads and
traffiquers in maters of state,” who “bend thair whole
endeavoures by surmising and forging of lees and dispersing
of brutes and rumours of forrane projects and resolutiouns
among his Majesteis subjects of better sort to distract thame
in opiniouns and affectiouns and interteane factiouns and
seditioun in the state to the trouble and disturbance of his
Majesteis peace” (p. 321). Of the relative numbers of Protest-
ants and Catholics in the country at this time we have no
definite information, but from the Register as well as from other
sources we know that Catholics were still numerous in Dumfries
and in the northern counties, Aberdeen, Inverness, Moray,
Sutherland, and Caithness, and that there was a sprinkling of
them in various other parts of the kingdom. What made this
Catholic minority the more disquieting was the fact that it
was represented by such .nobles as the powerful Marquis of
Huntly, the Earls of Errol, Angus, Caithness, Winton, and
Nithsdale—to name only those who are brought before us in
the present volume. One other fact has to be mentioned in
explanation of the extreme assiduity of the Council in its action
against Catholics: this was *the preferment of Papists to
Counsell, judicatoreis, commissiouns, and other determinatiouns
and effaires of this kingdome, contrarie to the lawes, acts, and
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statuts of the same”; (p. 186). How this came to pass we shall
presently see.

The central fact of the volume with reference to the treatment
of Papists is the great meeting of the Council held on July 23,
1629, for the express purpose of dealing effectually with the
whole question. Before we reach that date, however, there are
various entries bearing on the subject which illustrate the means
and methods adopted by the Council for the extirpation of the
dreaded evil. The following are the most significant of these
entries, given as before in chronological order.

January 27, 1629.—Roman Catholic nobles charged to send their sons
to the Universities of Glasgow, Edinburgh or St. Andrews (p. 26).

January 29.—Missive addressed to his Majesty *towcheing the
insolencyis of Papistis” (p. 24).

February 8.—The uis of Huntly to be put to the horn for
failing to produce certain Papists for whom he is responsible (pp. 28-30).

Febuary 8.—Certain Papists in Aberdeen whose names are specified to
surrender their lands and goods under pain of forfeiture (pp. 30-31).

February 3.—Alexander Irving, burgess of Aberdeen, and others to be
denounced for writing and devising pasquils *conteanning treasounable
warnings and predictiouns of the change of state and religioun within
twa yeeres” (pp. 31-2).

February 5.—Letter from Charles anent the Papists in the North

. 85).

Febz-uary 26.—George, Earl of Caithness, denounced for disregarding
the censures of the Church (p. 75).

February 26.—Letter to be addressed to his Majesty complaining that
the Marquis of Huntly, now a denounced rebel, has addressed himself to
his Majesty without consulting with the Council (p. 76).

February 28.—Letter of Council to his Majesty complaining that by
the Marquis of Huntly’s neglect to enforce the Council’s order anent
Papist.s,ntlheir presumption ‘ will become so intolerable as hardlie can the
best affected subjects be perswaded to beleeve that we can long injoy
ather peace of conscience, protectioun by your lawes, or saulfetie in our
estaits frome intestine troubles, the last and worst of all publict calamiteis
(pp. 79-80).

March 31.—Decree against Papists in the North and other parts of the
kingdom who have eluded the arrest of their goods by conveying them to
their friends.

June 28.—Charge from his Majesty directing that the Lords of Privy
Council and all persons holding offices of trust take the communion
quarterly in Holyrood Chapel. The reasons given for this charge are
‘“the dangerous consequences following upon the preferment of Papists
to Counsell, judicatoreis, commissiouns and other determinationns and
effaires of this kingdom,” and that his Majesty conceives ‘the dew
participatioun of the halie communioun to be ane readie and easie way of
discoverie of recusants who manie tymes taking the oath of allegeance
doe usuallie returne to thair vomite again” (p. 186).
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In a letter from Charles, dated June 12, came the order for a
meeting to be held at Holyrood for the express object of taking
measures to check “the great increase and insolencies of Papists”
(p. 185). The meeting was to be attended not only by all the
Privy Councillors, but also by the archbishops, bishops, and
such commissioners from their respective dioceses as they
might think most suitable for the business in hand. With
them the clergy were to bring the names of all “profest Papists”
within their several bounds. The various parties summoned
duly met in Holyrood on July 23rd. There were present
eighteen lay members of Council, twelve bishops, and a number
of commissioners from the various presbyteries of the kingdom.
The most important transaction of the meeting was the appoint-
ment of commissioners for every part of the country, with
power to seize “all and sindrie Jesuits, seminarie and messe
preists, and excommunicat traffiquing rebellious papists,” as
well as all persons “going in pilgrimage to chappellis and
wellis” (pp. 240-1). For the suppression of Roman Catholicism
generally the old penal laws were confirmed: bishops and
presbyteries were to apprehend all resetters of priests and to
fine all who refused to communicate; the property of excom-
municated persons was to be confiscated; no one who did not

profess the true religion was to be capable of holding any
public office whatever; hearers and sayers of mass were to be
fined and imprisoned; husbands were to be responsible for
their wives resetting Papists; and the names of excommuni-
cated Papists were to be proclaimed at the Cross of Edinburgh,
and affixed to the Tolbooth. Having accomplished its task,
the Council sent the report of its proceedings to Charles
together with a letter in which they made three requests. His
Majesty, they said, was sure to be ‘“muche importunned by
the frequent sutes of incorrigible Papists,” desiring a miti-
gation of the Act which ordained the confiscation of their
“goods and leving.” They prayed his Majesty, therefore, that
he would leave such persons wholly in their hands. The next
request was that a commission might be granted to the Earl
of Seaforth for the apprehension of the Earl of Caithness,
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“ane excommunicat rebell,” ¢that others by his exemple being
terrified may thus be the more readilie reclamed” to his
Majesty’s obedience. Lastly, they craved that his Majesty
would give order that the sons of Lord Gordon might be sent
to the University of St. Andrews for their education, as, being
now in the house of their grandfather, the Marquis of Huntly,
they might “be corrupted in thair religioun by the travellis and
inginuatioun of the Marqueis and others Popishly inclined
frequenting to that hous” (pp. 249-250). In his reply, signifying
his approval of the measures taken against Papists, Charles
makes no reference to these requests of the Council (p. 331).

By far the most formidable of Scottish Roman Catholics was Prominent
the great Marquis of Huntly, and, as the proceedings of the g:m o -
Council with him show, it was found no easy matter to make
him a docile instrument against those of his own religion. On Marquis of
December 2, 1628, he had been charged on pain of outlawry to H247:
apprehend certain Papists on his lands and within his household
(Vol. II., Second Series, p. 497). He paid no heed to this order,
and, knowing what he had to expect from the Council, without
_ its cognisance proceeded to Court and sought and obtained an
interview with Charles. On hearing of this action the Council
indignantly wrote both to Charles and the Scottish Councillors
in London, representing that his conduct implied at once con-
tempt of his Majesty and “ vilipending” of his Majesty’s
Council (pp. 78-79). This was on February 28, 1629; and the
next thing (September 8) we hear of the Council’s dealing with
the Marquis is that it has taken him bound to remain south of
the “North Water” till its next meeting on November 3rd
(p- 291). Meanwhile, Huntly’s communication with Charles
had resulted in an important transaction: he and his son,
George, Lord Gordon, had agreed to demit their hereditary
sheriffships of Inverness and Aberdeen in return for the sum of
£5000 sterling. Being now relieved of his legal jurisdiction,

Huntly appears to have thought that he would henceforth be
freed from the disagreeable necessity of persecuting those of his
own faith. If such was his hope in resigning his sheriffship, he
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speedily found that he had been mistaken. On November 3rd
he duly appeared before the Council as he had been commanded,
and petitioned * that he might have licence to repaire to his awin
houses in the north and to remaine there some certane space for
settling of his effaires” (p. 333). At the same sederunt there
was read a letter from Charles in which he informed the
Council of the demission of the sheriffships, representing that as
Huntly was no longer Sheriff he could not be held responsible
for arresting Papists in that capacity, and desiring that he
might be released from the horn if he showed himself becom-
ingly submissive (p. 332). The Council did not relax him from
the horn, but permitted him to go north on condition that he
should again appear before them on the 8th of December.
When he presented himself on that day, he was told that
though he was no longer a sheriff he was still a landlord, and as
such must give an account of all Papists to be found on his own
domains (p. 363). Two days later he was further informed that
if he showed fitting zeal in this business his petition for relaxa-
tion would be considered on the 7th of January following
(p. 372). Under the date January 14, 1630, we read that
Huntly has at length been released from the horn, but that he
is still held responsible for the production of certain excom-
municated Papists “ upon his own ground” (p. 415). Finally,
on February 11th he received a licence to proceed to his house
in the north, though under the double condition that he must
do his duty as a landlord against all Papists and not fail to
return south on the 1st of July following (pp. 453-4).
George, Lord Gordon, Huntly’s eldest son, does not appear to
have had the same objections as his father to enforcing the laws
against his Catholic fellow-subjects. On January 12, 1630, the
Council endorsed a warrant from Charles appointing him a
Commissioner for the suppression of Papacy in the North—the
warrant conveying the right to all the escheats and life-rents of
excommunicated Papists, after the necessary abatement in the
interest of the Crown (p. 404). Nor did Gordon shrink from
the duties of his office. When certain Roman Catholics sought
to save their estates by offering to quit the country he besought
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the Council to pass an Act that would prevent his being
defrauded of the dues of his commission. Moreover, on the 1st
of June he gave the Council satisfactory proofs of his zeal and
diligence by presenting a list of Papists with whom he had
taken such order as he had deemed fitting and necessary (p.
547).

The experience of the Council with another Catholic noble, William
William Douglas, Earl of Angus, will farther illustrate the diffi- poog.s"
culty of the task of suppressing a religion by methods oflaw. As Angus.
one of the means of rooting out Papists it had long ago been
enacted that children of Catholic nobles should be taken from
their charge and placed where they would be brought up in sound
Protestant principles. In accordance with this law, Angus, on
February 12, 1629, was commanded to appear before the Council
on the 26th of that month, and to bring with him his eldest son
and two daughters, on pain of rebellion (p. 45). Angus appeared
on the appointed day, but alone. His son, he told the Council,
was ‘““bedfast with a sore leg,” and his daughters were in
Tantallon, whereupon he was charged to choose a pedagogue for
his son by the 10th of March, and on that day to produce his
two daughters (p. 69). On the 10th of March the Earl duly
presented himself with the three members of his family. On
examination by their lordships the daughters gave such
satisfactory proofs of the correctness of their opinions that they
were allowed to remain under the charge of their father. In the
case of the son, however, it was ordained that he should make
his residence in Edinburgh—the father to make choice of his
place of abode, and the Council to nominate his religious
instructor. The Earl chose Mr. William Douglas, macer, as his
son’s landlord, and Mr. Archibald Watson as Lis pedagogue, while
the Council appointed the Rev. Andrew Ramsay at once to test
the pedagogue and to look to the spiritual welfare of the pupil
The next thing we hear of the youth is that he and the son of
Patrick, Lord Gray, “ have caried thameselffes verie scandalouslie”
at the College of Edinburgh ; “ refuise to goe to church and heare

sermoun, spends the Sunday in suspect places and companeis,
VoL, ML b
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corrupts others youths within the colledge, and gives verie great
mater of offence to the regents and maisters of the colledge”
(p. 156). When the Earl was summoned and questioned
regarding the frolics of his heir, he *excused himselffe” on the
ground that the matter was besides his knowledge.” To give
the youth every advantage, however, the Council ordered that he
should be placed for fifteen days under the roof of the Principal
of the college, Mr. John Adamson, who might thus have ‘the
more frequent occasioun to conferre” with him (p. 166). Before
the fifteen days had expired the Principal had to inform the
Council that the young Douglas had disappeared, and that “he
had some suspicions that his pedagogue was accessorie” to his
flight. Indicted to appear with his son on July 9th, Angus,
instead of obeying the summons, sent in a petition for eight
days’ grace. When he presented himself on the 16th, the Council
discovered how completely it had been fooled. ~Of his son’s flight
the Earl declared that he knew nothing, but that in the mean-
time he had sent him to England to be educated and
“ disposed of as his Majestie sould direct” (p. 220). In these
circumstances there was but one step left to the Council-—some-
what weary, we may suppose, of such an incorrigible father and
son. They wrote to his Majesty, telling him the whole story of
their Meffectual efforts for the religious well-being of the future
Ear], and committing * the young gentleman” to his Majesty’s
“accustomed pious care.” Other prominent Papists on whom
the Council laid its hand it may be sufficient to name: they
were the Earls of Caithness, Errol, Winton, and Nithsdale, Hew,
Lord Sempill, Patrick, Lord Gray, James Maxwell of Kirkconnell,
and Dr. William Leslie; the Countesses of Nithsdale and Abercorn,
the Ladies Herries and Kirkconnell,

The Admin-  From the last volume of the Register we learned that on the
istration of o, ¢tich Border there had been a recrudescence of crimes that

Justice :

The
Borders.

appeared to have been effectually suppressed during the last years
of James VI. The instrument by which James had accomplished
this result was a Joint-Commission of English and Scots who met
at stated intervals and worked into each other's hands. At
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James’s death this Commission had fallen into abeyance, and as
the most effectual means of checking the renewed disorders, the
Council had suggested to Charles that this Commission should at
once be revived. In a letter dated 8rd March, 1628, Charles had
granted the necessary warrant, and from the urgency of the
Council in the matter we should have expected that it would
have taken immediate steps to put the warrant in execution,
Yet from the present volume we gather that, though the disorder
still continued, the Commission is not yet in existence. On
January 27, 1629, a summons was issued to the Earls of Angus
and Buccleuch, the Lords Yester and Traquair, and Sir William
Seton to appear before the Council to give their advice *anent
the satling of the disordouris of the Middle shyris and discoverie
of the stouthis committit thair” (p. 21), and on March 19 the
Commissioners were ordered to meet on the following day to
consider certain changes in their commission which the Council
had recommended (p. 102). The result of this consultation was
a letter of the Council to Charles, which shows that things were no
further forward than they had been a year before. Owing to “a
new invented slight and evasioun,” they wrote, all the efforts of
the Scottish Commissioners to suppress theft and maintain law
and order had been rendered nugatory : thieves and resetters of
thieves by simply passing into England found themselves perfectly
secure from the consequences of their crimes; and they craved
that Charles would see to it that such absconding delinquents
should be summarily sent home to abide their just punishment
(p. 112). Two more entries conclude all that refers to the
subject—a letter from Charles desiring the appointment of Sir
Richard Graham as one of the Scottish Commissioners (p. 147),
and another from the Council to Charles recommending the
revival of the Joint-Commission as the only means of checking
the evils in question (p. 265).

The work of reviving Justice-Ayres, which had begun in Justice-
1628, still proceeded. In August of that year a number of judges Ay
had been appointed for these Courts, and the places specified
where they were to sit, as well as the crimes that were to come
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within their jurisdiction (Vol. IL., second series, pp. 434 et seq.).
On July 21st, 1629, there was a further nomination of judges for
parts of the country for which provision had not yet been made
(pp. 225-7.). Again, also, we have a list of the offences with
which the Courts were to deal, similar to that already given in
the preceding volume (pp. 257-9). Of crimes committed
before the 31st of August, 1629, the new Courts were forbidden
to take cognisance, and they were likewise forbidden to interfere
with cases connected with the export of linen (pp. 314-6). From
an entry of date November 24, 1629, we learn that the new
tribunals were not giving general satisfaction. For “ restrayning
the unquyet and clamorous complaints of particular parteis
aganis the Commissioners of the circuit courts” the Council
issued an order that all such complaints must be addressed
directly to itself, and accompanied the order with the threat that
if the complainer proved to be *a calumniator,” he would be
made to suffer both in his person and his goods (p. 358).

Justice- In the case of the West Highlands and Islands a difficulty had
g:’:%‘e‘i;m arisen with regard to the Justice Courts. On the one hand, Lord
Highlands Lorne, as hereditary Justiciary of the Isles, claimed the right of
and Islands. holding courts wherever he pleased, while the Islanders main-
tained that by an Act of James IV. in 1504 Dingwall or
Inverness had been fixed as the seat of justice for the North, and
Tarbert or Lochkinkerran, for the South Isles. In the last volume
of the Register we found that the dispute had been referred to
the Council, which had arranged to hear both parties at its first
meeting in June, 1629. As we gather from a letter of Council
to Charles (June 12), the dispute came duly up for consideration
at the time appointed. The representatives of the North
Islanders, taking their stand on the Act of JamesIV., craved that
Inverness might be the sole place where justice should be ad-
ministered for the North Isles, and after ‘“long contestatioun”
Lord Lorne acquiesced in this demand, but only on a condition
which the Islanders refused to accept. This condition was that he
should have powers “to keepe courts indefinitelie aganis particular
delinquents.” To this the Islanders objected that the remoteness
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of such courts would deprive them of the means of satisfactory
defence, as, among other inconveniences, it would be impossible
to secure the service of counsel. In these circumstances, the Coun-
cil referred the dispute to his Majesty’s * most judicious and royal
consideratioun,” and suggested, at the same time, that pending
the settlement of the question a warrant might be given to Lorne
to hold his court at Inverness—a suggestion to which Charles gave
effect (pp. 171, 272). In this connection may be noted certain
other entries relating to the Western Islands, though in the case
of these it is the bishop and not Lorne who is in question.
Under date June 16, 1629, we have no fewer than six recom-
mendations of the Council for the improvement of the diocese of
the Isles. The planting of schools, the building of churches, the
tightening of ecclesiastical discipline—such are the matters which
the Council presses on the attention of the bishop (pp. 172-3).
A later entry (August 1st, 1629) records the fact that in spite of
all the past efforts of the bishop the state of his charge was still
far from being satisfactory. The entry contains a warrant from
his Majesty appointing the bishop Lord Justice and Commis-
sioner for the space of a year, “as weile within the Isles as the
Continent,” and the reasons given for the extraordinary com-
mission are sufficiently cogent (p. 266).

In the last volume of the Register we found the Council much Trade
cxercised as to the expediency of allowing the lieges to export Legislation:
live stock and wool. During the years 1629 and 1630 a similar'ffhevg‘g:l’:t
problem was forced on their attention. In both of these years
the harvest was bad, and the Council had to consider to.what
extent, if at all, the various kinds of grain should be allowed to
be exported. They determined the question in accordance
with the opinion of a Commission of the smaller barons and
burghs in April, 1626 : when the prices of wheat, beir, meal, and
oats rose to a certain figure, the export of these commodities was
thereupon to cease (p. 11). For their guidance in coming to a
conclusion, therefore, the Lords directed all sheriffs and justices
of peace to report the prices of victual within their respective
bounds. This order was issucd on January 17, 1629, and, as a
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result of the various reports, an embargo was put (February 19)
on the export of oats and meal throughout the current year
(p. 53). But the dearth of 1630, it would seem, was even greater
than that of 1629; ‘the noblemen and others his Majesteis
subjects attending his Majesteis Counsell and Sessioun,” we read,
could not “be furnished with sufficient and good bread as
formerlie they wer wount to be.” During 1630, therefore, not
only oats and meal, but “all kinds of victual,” were forbidden to
be exported, while at the same time the importation of foreign
grain was encouraged by the removal of all imposts except the
old duty of twelve pennies per boll (pp. 520, 578). In this
connection may also be noted two petitions of the Tacksmen of
his Majesty’s customs. The Council’'s dealing with these
petitions, it will be seen, shows how sharp a surveillance they
kept on all matters of trade. The first petition was to the effect
that, as several merchants had a large stock of wool on their
hands for which there was no demand at home, the tacksmen
might receive licence to export 5000 stoncs of it (p. 279). This
petition was granted, but when at a later date the same parties
craved that they might be allowed to export 4000 stones more,
they were told that the export of 3000 stoncs was all that would
be permitted (p. 313).

During Charles's war with France he had forbidden the
importation of all commodities from that country, and, though
peace had been proclaimed, the prohibition had not been removed
at the beginning of 1629. The Scottish merchants, however,
had ascertained that by that date the wines of France were being
freely imported into England, and they contended that the same
privilege could not be denied to themselves. But when, in
January, 1629, a consignment of French wines was brought into
the port of Leith, it was peremptorily arrested by the Lord High
Admiral, the Earl of Linlithgow. The importers of the wines
laid their case before the Council, which at once wrote to Charles
on the inexpediency of the Admiral’s proceeding. The Scottish
merchants, they urged, had only done what English merchants
were doing, and, moreover, in view of his Majesty’s approaching
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visit, it was desirable that wines should be both cheap and
abundant in Scotland—not to mention that the imposts would be
a welcome addition to his Majesty’s Exchequer. So confident
were they of the cogency of these reasons, they added, that they
had granted licence to the merchants to sell the arrested wines on
condition that they should ‘“make the price theirof forthcoming,”
if his Majesty should require it (pp. 24-5). Charles appears to
have taken the action of the Council in good part, as, under date
February 12, we have a proclamation to the effect that the
embargo on French wines is henceforth to be removed, and in
the following December the offer of the lease of imposts to the
highest bidder (pp. 44, 395).

In the case of another Scottish industry the Council had to{lu:1 Green-
address a reasonable expostulation to Charles. In July, 1626’Fi';hing.
Mr. Nathaniel Udward, one of the most enterprising Scots of his
day, had received a patent “ to fishe and trade in the cuntrees
and seas of Greenland ” for twenty-one years, the object of this
fishing being to procure oil for the soap-manufactories which
Udward and his partners had set up at great expense to them-
selves. (Vol. L., second series, p. 875.) In November, 1629,
Udward had to lay before the Council a pitiful story regarding
the success of his speculation. For some time past the Greenland
Company of London had done all in their power to deter his ships
from fishing in the desired waters, and had subjected them to
“ manie wrongs, insolenceis, and oppressiouns.” The complainer
had hitherto borne all these grievances in the hope of ““a for-
bearance in tyme comming,” but this year the same Company had
passed all bounds of endurance. They had seized the com-
plainer’s two ships, made free with their stores, and imprisoned
their crews, whom they treated “ with all rigour and extremetie.”
The result of all this had been a loss to Udward and his partners
of £4000 sterling. In such a case there was but one course
open to the Council: they despatched Udward’s petition to
Charles, pointed out that the interests of the kingdom were at
stake in the question, and recommended the nomination of a
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special committee of his two Privy Councils to consider it in all
its bearings (pp. 354-5).

The new process of tanning that had so often occupied the
attention of the Council again comes before us in the present
volume. Though many of the trade had adopted this new
method that had been patented by Lord Erskine, there was still
a considerable number who objected to it on the ground of its
expensiveness and of the quality of the leather it produced. To
convince all parties, therefore, Erskine, in January, 1628, had
offered to set up a tannery under the eyes of the Council, so that

once for all his work might be tested and judged (Vol. IL., second

series, p. 196). By March, 1629, Erskine had crected his tan-
work and produced specimens of the new manufacture, on which
he invited the adjudication of the Council (p. 85). A number of
“gkilfull and honnest men” having becn appointed to test the
new leather, they reported that it was “als good tanned ledder
and wrought at als easie pryces as anie tanned ledder brought
frome England” (p. 108). On the strength of this report the
Council (April 15) passed an Act ordaining the universal adoption
of the new process on pain of confiscation. But, as the sequel
shows, Erskine had by no means gained a final victory. On three
several occasions during the fifteen months that followed the
passing of this Act we find him presenting batches of inveterate
delinquents, the majority of whom paid the full penalty of their
offence (pp. 359, 425, 611). Of other industries there is little
or no mention in the present volume. At page 151 we have a
letter from Charles encouraging the manufacture of cannon by
the offer of the *boig-myne” pertaining to the Crown, and at

Breedmg of page 222 we have another suggesting the breeding of hounds in

Golf-balls.

the neighbourhood of Dumfries, Lochmaben, and Annan. In
connection with the manufacture of golf-balls we have a story
which throws its own light on the time. James Melville, quarter-
master to the Earl of Morton’s regiment, maintained that he had
received from James VI. the privilege of exacting a tax on every
golf-ball made in the kingdom. Two ball-makers in Leith,
William and Thomas Dickson, having refused to pay this

~—
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exaction, Melville despatched a number of *lawlesse souldiers”
to their premises, who made off with a set of balls which had been
specially made for the use of his Majesty. Moreover, Melville
added insult to injury by threatening to take the lives of the two
victims if they did not him pay him his dues. The case having
been brought before the Council, and Melville being unable to
make good his claim, he was fined £5 for the benefit of the
pursuers and obliged to find caution in £100 for his future good
behaviour (p. 174).

The most interesting entries regarding the Burghs are those The Burghs.
that refer to Stornoway and the island of Lewis. In June,
1628, Charles had given his signature to the Earl of Seaforth for
the erection of Stornoway into a Royal Burgh. In making this
grant, however, he had attached the condition that the royal
burghs of the kingdom should be consulted before the signature
passed the seals. (Vol. IL, second series, p. 336.) When the
burghs were consulted through their commissioners, it was found
that they strenuously objected to the proposed erection, and in
the present volume we have the precise grounds on which the
objection was taken. In setting up a royal burgh in Lewis it
had been part of Seaforth’s scheme to introduce a colony of
foreigners into the island, and though the erection had not been
confirmed he had already taken steps in this direction. But there
was an Act of Parliament of 1621 which declared ‘“that no
strangers nor others inhabitants within this kingdome sould packe
or peill in anie place of the Yles outwith free burrowes nor trans-
port anie forbiddin goods furth of the same.” The evil results of
Seaforth’s action, the Commissioners urged, were already evident.
The “Incountrie” had formerly been supplied with cattle from
Lewis, but of cattle there were now “few or none,” and the
commodities for which the island had been frequented by Scottish
traders was ““ lyke to be devolved in strangers hands.” To these
objections Seaforth rejoined that the Burghs were not competent
“to pursue him,” and that for any breach of the Act quoted he
was responsible to his Majesty alone. The Council decided,
however, that the Burghs were quite within their rights in mak-
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ing their complaint, and enjoined Seaforth to observe the Act in
question ‘‘ upon his highest charge and peril” (pp. 95-6). The
complaint of the Burghs was presented in March, 1629, but it
was not till July 28 that the Council sent it to Charles accom-
panied with a letter in which they showed that their sympathies
were decidedly with the complainers. Charles was as dilatory as
the Council, for his reply did not come till January of the
following year. Apparently impressed with the importance of
the matter in dispute, he desired that Seaforth and the
Commissioners for the Burghs should repair to him in London,
and ordered the Council in the meantime to delay giving effect
to his patent for the erection (p. 421). The next step of the
Council was to “intreat” the Chancellor and the President to
use their endeavours to compose the differences of the two parties
(p. 426). Four days later Seaforth and three commissioners for
the Burghs appeared on summons to hear the provisional decision
of the Council. Though Seaforth was able to say that all the
foreigners he had introduced were only “about ten or twelffe
men,” he was given to understand that he had committed a
serious breach of the law and must see to it that he brought in
no more strangers pending the settlement of the dispute (p. 428).
The Burghs now came forward with a proposal of their own: this
was ‘““to plant and people the town of Storneway with natives
onelie and to follow out the trade of fisheing in these bounds and
to find cautioun for performance thairof” (p. 479). Nothing
immediately came of this proposal, for on March 19 the Council
despatched another letter to Charles together with the respective
averments of the contending parties. In this letter they submit
the whole business to the King's decision, praying him at the
same time that in delivering his judgment he will have more
respect to his own interest and that of his kingdom than the
private ends of either party (p. 495). It was in June, 1628,
that Charles had granted his provisional patent to Seaforth, and
it was now March, 1630, and the settlement of the point in dis-
The Masons Pute scemed as far off as ever.—In another case the commis-
und sioners for the Burghs excrcised their influence more decisively.

Wrights of . eie .o
Dn’.’.%e.,, The masons and wrights of Dundee had petitioned the King for

-—
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the privilege of electing a deacon of their craft after the manner
of other free burghs. In a letter to the Council Charles desired
that the privilege might be granted, but only on the condition
that the other burghs approved. After hearing the opinions of
the magistrates of Edinburgh and Dundee, the Council finally
referred the matter to the Convention of the Burghs. The
report of the Convention was adverse to the petition, and the
Council accepted the report as final (pp. 111, 118, 127, 135,
227).

Next to the business of suppressing Papists it is a controversy Dispute

between Edinburgh and Leith that bulks most largely in the bﬁ;ﬁ‘: h
g

present volume. The question at issue was the long-standingand Leith.

one of the superiority claimed by Edinburgh over Leith, which

at this period Leith made a resolute effort to shake off. The

first entry tells us the story of the misfortunes of a certain

John Kellock, maltsman in Leith. It was one of the claims of

Edinburgh that no citizen of Leith had the right to brew or sell

ale without its licence, and Kellock, having set this claim at

naught, was fined £5 by a Leith bailie acting in the interests of

Edinburgh. Having refused to pay the fine, Kellock was warded

“in a filthie hole where all the witches had been imprissouned.”

From this uncomfortable place he appealed to the Privy Council,

which found that the defenders, among whom were the provost

and bailies of Edinburgh, had been ‘more summar” in their

proceedings than the offence warranted, and gave orders that the

prisoner should at once be freed from his ward. As to the

question whether the defenders were within their rights in

punishing Kellock the Council remitted it to the Court of

Session, but in the meantime allowed them to punish similar

offenders till the 1st of July following (p. 55). Passing by the

hard experience of another Leith citizen (p. 193), we come to

the controversy itself. Under the date July 14, 1629, we

learn that Leith has petitioned his Majesty regarding its

grievances, and that in consequence his Majesty has com-

municated with the Council on the same subject. The purport

of this communication was that Edinburgh should be required to
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produce the various infeftments of its asserted superiority over
Leith. The reason given for this demand was sufficiently
disquieting for Edinburgh. It was that the Lords might
ascertain if there was any clause in these infeftments that was
“derogatorie to his Majestie or to his Majesteis officiars of
Admiraltie and Shirefship or to the nobilitie or gentrie of
this kingdome, or to the priviledges of the toun of Leith.”
Should any such clause be found it was to be notified
to the King that it might be set right at the next meeting
of the Estates (pp. 215, 630). From another letter of
Charles (October 17) it appears that Edinburgh had been
letting him know its side of the dispute. He had been
informed, he tells the Council, “of diverse contempts and dis-
ordours committed by some of the inhabitants of Leith againis the
magistrats of Edinburgh,” and he desires the Council to make
certain in its dealings with both parties that this insubordination
does not proceed from mere “ seditious humour” (pp. 349-350).
Our next information is that both burghs have sent representa-
tives to London to lay their respective cases before Charles
and the English section of the Scottish Privy Council. First
comes a statement of the grievances of Leith, seventeen in all,
which the commissioners from Edinburgh were called upon to
answer in detail (pp. 633-638). As far as the present volume
is concerned, however, it is the Leith commissioner who has the
last word, as he follows up his list of seventeen grievances with
another list of no fewer than eighty-four (pp. 639-665). What
made the indictment against Edinburgh more serious was the
fact that its privileges were maintained not only to encroach on
the liberties of Leith, but to conflict with certain rights of the
Crown and the Scottish nobility, and especially of the barons of
West Lothian. That Charles was moved by this representation
appears from a letter which he addressed to the Council in
January, 1630. From this letter we learn that Edinburgh had
made a concession to the Crown, which Charles now calls on the
Council to sce formally ratified (p. 422). What this concession
involved appears from the sederunt of January 28. On that
day the magistrates of Edinburgh appeared before the Council
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and made a formal “act of submission ” to the following effect—
His Majesty had been informed that in the charter granted to
Edinburgh by his father in 1603 there were ‘ manie strange
clauses quhilks ar not competent to ane subject.” If such were
the case, they desired to prove their loyalty by the surrender of
the following privileges—the renunciation of all rights of regality
assigned to them in their Charter, of the right to the escheat of
criminals and outlaws within their burgh, and likewise the right to
the north and south bank of the Castle, together with all privileges
that were “ not competent to ane subject” (pp. 432-434). But
this act of submission on the part of Edinburgh touched but
one point of the controversy: the special complaints of Leith
still awaited the decision of the proper authorities. At a sitting
on February 11 the dispute was again before the Council,
which now in some degree cleared the ground by giving its
opinion on the seventeen grievances above noted. Of these
grievances, it declared, some touched on matters that concerned
the Crown alone, and with which the Lord Advocate was the
proper person to deal; others affected the interests of the
barons of West Lothian, who were now engaged in settling
their differences with the representatives of Edinburgh; and as
for the complaints of Leith, they were too general to admit of a
satisfactory answer from the parties complained of (p. 454). On
one point, however, Edinburgh was called upon by the Council
to give way to a protest on the part of Leith. The Court of
Session had lately given a decreit that the citizens of Leith
could not legally store victual in their town without licence
from Edinburgh, but in the opinion of the Council this
prohibition was prejudicial to the interests of the country at
large, and specially to certain barons who were in the habit of
selling their grain to the merchants of Leith. Accordingly they
gave orders to the magistrates of Edinburgh to abstain from
enforcing the prohibition till they received further instructions
regarding the matter in dispute. Such are the leading points
in the somewhat tangled proceedings between the two irritated
burghs, as they are recorded in the present volume,
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We have still to note a few items of legislation which exhibit
the range of the Council’s functions. On the prevalence of
vagrancy we have two Acts—one dealing with beggars from
Ireland, the other directed against those of home growth, most
of whom appear to have been gypsies. To the presence of Irish
beggars the Council had two objections: they went about in
such gangs that they were an actual terror to the lieges, and,
moreover, they appropriated alms which would be more fitly
devoted to the native poor. The Act passed against these foreign
vagrants would appear sufficiently formidable if we did not
remember how many similar Acts had remained a dead-letter :
they were commanded to betake themselves to their own country
within fourteen days after the publication of the Act, and
forbidden to return “under pane of death"—all landlords
being charged to deport such of them as were found on their
estates (p. 354). The terms of the Act against native beggars
might lead us to believe that they were an invading host living
at free quarters in an enemy's country. The Act begins with
the frank admission that all previous legislation against this
plague had proved ineffectual, and it ascribes this failure to two
causes—the negligence of the proper persons in enforcing the
law and “the preposterous pitie of the countrie people” in
giving alms  without reasoun or discretioun.” Through this
weakness the evil had grown to be intolerable : these “ strong
and ydle vagabonds ” swarm through the country—bridals and
funerals being their special delight ; they infest the capital itself,
passing their nights “in drinking and beastlie filthines,” and in
the day-time plaguing the Privy Councillors themselves with
their importunity; and finally they live “in all kynde of
impietie . . . without mariage or baptisme of thair barnes,
to the great offence of God and reproache and scandall of the
countrie.” It was impossible to go beyond the severity of
previous Acts against such persons, and the Council had to
content itself with confirming all these Acts together with one
which it had passed in 1619. By this Act every person giving
alms to a beggar not belonging to his own parish was to be fined
£5 for every offence of the kind, and in the event of his refusing

— —
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to pay the fine he was to be summoned before the Council and
mulcted in £100 or more at its discretion. How numerous the
tribe of beggars appears to have been is forcibly shown by
another clause of the same Act. It often happened, we are told,
that so many of them were in ward in one place that the parish
was unable to maintain them and that they died of starvation
before their day of trial. To provide against such a contingency
it was enacted that a weekly tax not exceeding five shillings
Scots and not less than one should be imposed on each parishioner
for the maintenance of such vagabonds and the payment of the
constables who had charge of them (pp. 411-2). As a separate
tax was also to be levied for the “ proper poor” of each parish,
it will be seen that *the plague of beggars” was a veritable
incubus on the land.

More than once since the Reformation both the Privy Council A Latin
and the Parliament had been exercised with the problem of Grammar.
securing the best possible Latin Grammar for universal adoption
in the schools of the country. In the Middle Ages the difficulty
had not arisen: Donatus in the schools and Alexandre de
Villedieu in the universities had satisfied the needs of the
successive generations. At the revival of learning, however,
such a multitude of Latin grammars was produced that they
seriously interfered with the efficient teaching of the language.
In Scotland, as elsewhere, the difficulty had been felt, and early
in the reign of James VI. a committee of four scholars, with
George Buchanan as its president, had been commissioned to
prepare a satisfactory text-book. The work they produced was
not a success, and it was superseded by one text-book after
another—the one that now held the field being that of Alexander
Home, schoolmaster at Dunbar, which had received the sanction
of James. Lately, however, there had been complaints of * the
obscuritie and difficultie ” of Home's Grammar, and the King's
attention having been called to the fact, he desired the Council
tu appoint a committee of “learned, indifferent men” to deter-
mine whether the book should be retained in use. The character
of the persons chosen for this purpose shows how seriously the
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Council regarded the charge. Among the eleven who composed
the committee were the Lord Advocate, the Bishop of Dunkeld,
and the Director of Chancery. In the discharge of their task
the members were to sit in the Laich Council-House, Edinburgh,
to meet as often as they found necessary, to peruse the Grammar
for themselves, and to take the opinion of the leading teachers of
the country, who were to answer to their summons * uunder
the pane of rebellioun” (pp. 596-7). The result of their labours
does not appear in the present volume.

Several times during the reign of James VI. the effort had
been made to benefit the poor by the issue of penny and two-
penny pieces in copper. The last occasion on which this had
been done was in 1623, but since that date these coins had again
become scarce, and now we find the burghs petitioning the
Council for a renewal of the issue. The grounds of the petition
were that through the insufficiency of small change the poor
were defrauded of alms, and “the commoun sort of people”
were inconvenienced in their marketing (p. 47). The Council
responded to the petition, and with the King's consent gave
order that 500 stones of copper should be coined into penny and
- two-penny pieces—the whole issue to be ready by the 15th of
The only other point connected
with the currency that comes up in the present volume is the

. never-failing one of the surreptitious circulation of foreign coin.

On January 15, 1629, there was a special meeting of the Council
for the consideration of the whole question, a number of Edin-
burgh merchants and officials from the Mint being present to
give their advice. As the result of the conference, it was
concluded that of the various foreign dollars in circulation the
Rixdollar and the Lion-dollar were the most suitable to be
retained in use. As to the other dollars the officers of the Mint
and the merchants were to take into consideration how they
could be got rid of with thz least loss to the country (p. 8).
The further dealings of the Council with the question may be
read at pp. 16, 19, 51. Apparently all their efforts were
ineffectual, as in the following year (February 3rd, 1630) there
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came a sharp letter from Charles which stirred them to more
energetic action (p. 458). They appointed a special committee
composed of the leading officials of the Council, together with
the Bishops of Dunblane and Brechin, who in conference with
the merchants and officials of the Mint were ‘“to consider the
best wayes for removing of the present abuse in the course of
forrane coyne and for bringing in of bulyeoun to the mint-hous
hereafter” (p. 464). This committee was appointed on February
23rd, and the result of its deliberations does not appear in this
volume.

In February, 1628, the Council had to inform Charles that State of the

owing to ‘“the weak estait” of the Exchequer they were Haxchequer.
“ altogidder disabled to ordour the effaires of the Estait.”
Writing to him in June, 1629, they had to tell him the same
story. Desired by Charles to pay the pensions due to his nurse
and certain gentlemen of the Privy Chamber, they had to report
that for the time they had not so much money at their disposal.
It was all they could do to meet the ordinary public expenses,
such as those involved in the Despatches of the Council and the
payment of the Lords of Session. For several years past there
had been “a verie great and sensible decay ” in the customs, and,
moreover, the Lord Treasurer had at that moment to reckon on
the outlay connected with his Majesty’s approaching visit. In
these circumstances, they wrote, they could only undertake to
pay these gentlemen their pensions “ with the first conveniencie
of [his] Majesteis coffers.”

DoMEsTIC INCIDENTS.

No fewer than three times within our period was it announced Intended
that Charles was about to visit his northern kingdom. He was gﬁi‘:{’eﬁfm
to appear in the spring of 1629, in the autumn of the same year, Scotland.
and in June of 1630, and on each announcement of his coming
the Council had the fruitless trouble of making the necessary
preparations for his reception. What these preparations meant

we had before us in the previous volume, but in connection with
voL, 1, ¢
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these abortive visits there are a few items of antiquarian interest
that deserve a passing note. Again, as in the preceding year,
the question arose whether the Church of St. Giles or of Holy-
rood was the more suitable place for the ceremony of the
Coronation—a question in which Charles himself showed his
interest by writing a letter on the subject to the Council (p. 422).
To determine the question the Lord President and the Chancellor,
with some others of the Council, were commissioned to examine the
two churches—S8t. Giles « at eight of the clocke in the forenoone,”
and Holyrood ¢ that same day in the afternoone ” (pp. 454, 493).
The report of this committee was duly communicated to Charles,
and he declared decisively in favour of St. Giles, To the Abbey
Kirk there was the serious objection that it could not be got
ready in time “ for the solemnitie of so great ane actioun.” On
the other hand, “ without removing or casting doun of the east
wall,” the Kirk of St. Giles was found to be ‘the most
convenient, eminent, and perspicuous place for his Majesteis
coronatioun ” (p. 497). 8till in connection with the expected
royal visit we have another antiquarian item—an ordinance of
the Council for the closing of the east stile leading into Holyrood
Churchyard. The reason for this proceeding gives us a curious
glimpse into the habits of the time. “For diverse yeeres
bygane,” we are told, * the people repairing to the burgh of
Edinburgh from Mussilburgh, Fisherraw, and other pairts in

" East Lothiane, hes made thair ordinarie passage throw the

kirkyaird of Halyrudhous whilk they defile with filth and other-
wayes, especiallie at the verie side of the kirk and direct under
the windowes of his Majesteis galrie of Halyrudhous, whilk will
be verie unsemelie to be seene be strangers the tyme of his
Majesteis heere being ” (p. 74).

The preceding volumes of the Register have shown that the
efforts of James VI. to maintain law and order in his kingdom had
not been in vain. In Highlands and Lowlands alike it had been
brought home to every Scottish subject that in taking the law
into his own hands he was playing a losing game. But the
ingrained habit of centuries was not to be cured in the course of

m ——
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a single reign, and for many a day to come there were to be
cases of outrageous defiance of the law that recalled the wildest
days of feudalism. Even within the limits of the present volume
we have a few examples of daring defiance of authority, which,
though not of the worst type, have a savour of earlier days.
On the 22nd of November, 1629, James Maxwell, messenger, had
the following experience while in the discharge of his duty.
John Fergusson. of Kilkerran had received letters of caption
against James Kennedy of Blairquhan, and he had engaged this
Maxwell to put the law in force. Attended by Fergusson and
other gentlemen, Maxwell made his way into Kennedy's house
in the town of Maybole. Kennedy, however, had arranged to
give his visitors a warm reception. He betook himself to one of
his chambers, closed the door in their faces, and “with manie
horrible oathes” threatened to shoot the first who entered. Mean-
while, by his order the church bell was rung, a drum was beat,
and immediately there beset the house some 300 men, “all
armed with jacks, spears, steel bonnets, and other weapons, and
the prohibited hagbuts and pistols.” On the appearance of this
formidable array the messenger desired to be as conciliatory as
the circumstances demanded. He requested the besiegers ‘ to
use a more civill forme,” and promised to let Kennedy go
 upoun a reasounable conditioun.” Flouting these overtures,
they attacked the gates with forehammers, and supplied the’
prisoner with powder and lead, which he immediately made
use of by trying to shoot his intending captor. In these circum-
stances, the bafled messenger and his supporters could only
protest and retreat. The case came before the Council on the
13th of January, 1630, when the Laird of Blairquhan and his
more ardent abettors had occasion to repent their heroic
measures (pp. 4-6).

Beside these proceedings at Maybole may be placed a still Scene in
more audacious action that happened in Dumfries. Three per- Pu™fries-
sons in whom Lord Herries and his sons were interested had been
warded in the pledge-chamber of that burgh., Herries and his
sons were “annoyed at this,” and rebolved at all costs to free
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the prisoners. As the plan they hit upon was sufficiently
desperate, they chose the Fair of the town for putting it into
execution. Making his way into the pledge-chamber, one of
Herries’s men cajoled the warders, and was permitted to see
the prisoners. To one of them he handed a whinger, and all
four burst into the street, striking down the jailer by the way.
As it happened, the bailies of the town were at that moment
close at hand, and seeing the state of affairs they attempted to
stop the further progress of the fugitives. But provision had
been made for such a contingency: at convenient corners in the
immediate neighbourhood a band of Herries’s men had been lying
in wait, and with pistols and drawn swords they now fell upon
the bailies. In the tumult the three prisoners tried to make
good their escape, but were pursued by the neighbours, two of
them being captured. All this time the Master of Herries with
others of his following was in wait near the town to receive the
fugitives. Disappointed in the event, the family and friends of
Herries conceived such “a deidly haitrent and malice” against
the people of Dumfries that none of them dared to set foot out-
gide of the town. Such was the story the provost and bailies of
Dumfries had to report to the Council. On the day of trial
neither Lord Herries nor his son the Master appeared—the one
alleging illness, the other having left the country. Others who
did not appear were outlawed, and those who did, of whom two
were sons of Lord Herries, were ordered to enter the Tolbooth
of Edinburgh within six days (pp. 12-14).

From another entry we learn that at the Council’s own door
there was the possibility of scenes similar to those that have just

been described. In July of 1629, the Earls of Cassillis and .

Wigtown were in Edinburgh in connection with a suit pending
between them before the Court of Session. After the time-
honoured Scottish custom they had both come attended with
numerous followings, and there had been ¢ unseemlie convoca-
tion” of both parties that alarmed the Council for the public
peace.. Other nobles, also, friends of Cassillis and Wigtown, had
been adding fuel to the lame by “ backing " the side which they
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favoured. To prevent possible mischief, therefore, the Council
sent three of its members to the two litigant nobles with the
injunction that neither should appear in the streets with more
than twelve followers, and that when they presented themselves
at the bar neither should be accompanied by more than six,
exclusive of his advocates (p. 224).——Other examples of con-
tempt for the law will be found at pp. 18, 25, 40, 251, 531,
661.

Still under the head of lawless disorder we have to note the goud of the
further development of two Highland feuds, one of which isGrants of
arron and

sufficiently important to have found a place in the page of Ballindal-
national history. The Grants of Ballindalloch and the Grants oflo¢b-
Carron, both in Speyside, had long been at feud. In 1628 an
encounter took place between them in the wood of Abernethy,

which resulted in the death of John Grant of Carron and of
several others on both sides. The Council immediately took

steps to ascertain who were the guilty parties, and, when we left

the story in the preceding volume, had summoned representatives

of both sides to appear in January, 1629. The witnesses duly
appeared, and the Council, having taken their depositions, sent

them to Charles at his special request (pp. 42, 46-7). This was

on February 12, 1629, and on March 25th came Charles’s decision.

It was to the effect that a pardon should be granted to Ballin-
dalloch, but that he should make an adequate compensation to

the widow and orphans of the slaughtered Carron. If the two

parties could not come to an arrangement by the 1st of August,

the Council was to take the matter into its own hands (pp. 113-4).

In February, 1630, the parties had not yet come to terms, and

they were now summoned to appear before the Council in the
following June (p. 458). The case was heard on June 29th,

when the widow of Carron and her son, the young laird,
announced that they would not accept assythment till his
Majesty had been more fully informed regarding the circumstances

of the old laird’s death (pp. 579-80). Connected with this feud

and its chief instigator was one whose name has so often figured

in this Register, the redoubtable James Grant in Daltaleis, As
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we have been so often told, this James Grant had in 1618 slain
one Patrick Grant in Lettache, and had ever since been in
outlawry, Now we learn that in association with “a nomber of
broken Hieland men of the Clanrannald, Clangregour, and some
others out of Strathspey and Stradoun,” he has become “ane opin
reavir and oppressour” (p. 23). Commission after commission
was issued for his apprehension, but when we leave him he is
still at large and as enterprising as ever. How he marred the
good intentions of the Council in the case of the Carron and
Ballindalloch feud we shall learn in the next volume.

But it was another Highland feud—that between the Crichtons
of Frendraught and the Gordons of Rothiemay—that was to be

raught and associated with a tragedy that has given it a place in the

the Gordons

of Rothie. national history. We do not reach that incident in the present

may.

volume, but the development of the feud, as it may here be
traced, has a direct bearing on the mystery that still surrounds
the Burning of Frendraught. In March, 1628, a party of the
Crichtons, while fishing in the Deveron, had been assaulted by
certain of the Gordons, who, remaining defiant, had been put to
the horn in the following December. When the present volume
opens, William Gordon of Rothiemay and his son, John Gordon,
had not yet obeyed the summons of the Council, which now
issued a commission to the Marquis of Huntly for his immediate
apprehension (p. 15). The next thing we learn is that James
Crichton of Frendraught and young Gordon have appeared before
the Council and made a joint declaration that *the differences
betuix thame wer now fullie sattled and agreed and that there
wes no forder mater of contestatioun betnix thame” (p. 215).
Apparently the laird of Rothiemay was not a party to this peace-
making, as in the same month (July) we find that he is still
defying the law and going about his business ‘“as if he were a
lawful subject ” (pp. 255-7). In December he was still at large,
and the Council had been informed that there was every likeli-
hood of fresh broils between the two families. Both parties,
however, are now charged to appear before the Lords, and
meanwhile to give caution that they will keep the peace. The
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apprehensions of the Council were fully realised: frequent
encounters took place between the dependants of the two lairds
—the Gordons, it was alleged, being always the aggressors. At
the instance of Crichton, a commission was given to Sir George
Ogilvy of Banff for the arrest of Gordon and his son Walter, with
certain of their servants. Accompanied by Crichton and others,
Ogilvy proceeded to the Castle of Rothiemay with the object of
carrying out his warrant. He was met on his errand by
Rothiemay and certain of his followers, and in the fray that
ensued Rothiemay was mortally wounded (pp. 429, 485). His
son, John Gordon, thereupon sought to raise an action against
Crichton and Ogilvy for the murder of his father, but the Council
decreed the charge irrelevant on the ground that Rothiemay had
been slain while in the act of defying the law. Refused this
satisfaction, young Gordon pursued his rebellious courses, and
though a special commission was issued for his apprehension he
still succeeded in evading capture. Desirous, if possible, to put
an end to a feud that disturbed the whole country-side, the
Council proposed to Gordon that if he would make up his
quarrel with Crichton all his past offences would be overlooked
—the alternative being that he would be treated as an outlaw
(p. 509). This was on April 1st, 1630, and when we last hear
of Gordon he is still at large and unreconciled (pp. 530-1).
Within a few weeks the tragedy was to take place of which he
was to be one of the victims,

From two letters of the Council, addressed respectively to the Lawlessness
Sheriff and the Bishop of the Orkneys, we receive a lively i(l)lrltl:;:y and
impression of the lawless condition of these islands, and still more Shetland
so of the Shetlands. In the case of the latter the insubordination 24
of the islanders took the special form of opposition to the
ministers of the Church. Their “high contempt” of kirk
discipline, we are told, *is now come to suche ane hight by the
presumptioun and boldness of lewde and dissolute persouns
within the saids bounds that in a maner there is ane avowed
oppositioun made to the ministrie in all and everie thing.” In
the list of their offences against their ministers we have such as
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the following :—* The upbraiding of thame in thair pulpits in
the discharge of thair functiouns, the cartalling of thame in
thair presbyteriall meetings, the threatning of thame to breake
thair heads, to bullett thair bodeis, to battoun thame if they
presoome to use the censures of the kirk aganis thame.” To
amend this state of matters the Sheriff was empowered to summon
before him all who were suspected of such offences and to report
such as were found guilty to the Council, which would decree
the nature of the punishment to be inflicted (pp. 202-4). From
the letter to the Bishop, however, we learn that justice in the
Orkneys was administered under considerable difficulties. The
judges and magistrates had no “ convenient place ” where to sit
and there was not even a *sure hous and prisoun” where to
bestow delinquents. The Council had heard that there were
‘“ manie good rowmes " in the palace built by the late Earl of
Orkney (the famous Earl Patrick), known as *“The Yairds.”
They suggested that one of these rooms should be set apart for
the judges, and that in the vaults below secure accommodation
might be found for offenders. This economical arrangement,
the Bishop was informed, was made only “till his Majesteis
coffers, quhilks ar now straited and pinched with manie urgent
occasiouns, be better provyded and furnished with moneyes for
bigging of ane jayle and wairdhous” (p. 536).

Among the usual numerous cases of witchcraft, those of two
warlocks may be specially noted. @ The one, Alexander
Drummond of Auchterarder, was speedily disposed of (pp. 2, 3),
but the case of the other, Alexander Hamilton, is a longer story.
To escape the law he had taken refuge in England, but was
there apprehended, and in the first place committed to the Tol-
booth of Haddington (p. 222). While awaiting his trial, how-
ever, he brought charges of witchcraft against several persons
“ of good fame, credite, and reputatioun,” and the Council gave
orders that he should be removed to the Tolbooth of Edinburgh
(p. 261). The persons whom he accused were nine women of
* meane estait,” all residing within the Presbytery of Haddington,
the members of which were commissioned to examine them and
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report to the Council (pp. 361, 2). Another person against
whom Hamilton pointed his finger was of higher social station—
Lady Manderston, wife of Sir George Home. The husband and
wife were known to be on bad terms, and the charge that
Hamilton brought against the lady was that she used * devilish
practices " against the life of her husband. When specially
interrogated, Hamilton admitted that his only ground for making
the charge was the statement of one John Neil of Tweedmouth.
Hamilton was sent to his account, but we find that his informant
Neil was carefully looked after and lodged in the Tolbooth of
Edinburgh. When we leave him, Neil has brought an accusation
against another lady of rank, Lady Samuelston. Her he accused
of having actually done her husband to death by the same black
arts (p. 541.  Cf. Chambers, Domestic Annals, 11., 32-4).

From Stirling we have a curious story regarding the bakers of The Bakers
that burgh. A number of gentlemen with their families had taken % Stirling.
up a temporary residence in the town, and naturally expected
that they would be able to buy what they wanted for their
money. They discovered, however, that the only kind of bread
procurable was * so base and unworthie as the lyke is not to be
found in no burgh of this kingdome.” This was the more
provoking as the bakers of the town made another kind of bread
of superior quality, which they refused to sell to the strangers.

The matter having been brought before the Council, the bakers
declared that they were only acting in accordance with an
arrangement that had been adopted by their “whole brethren”

in 1628. By this arrangement no baker in Stirling was allowed

to sell “ mainschots ” or *“ unleavened bread ” to any but nobles

and barons who supplied the necessary wheat at a certain price.

The bakers were curtly told that such an arrangement was “evill

made to the hurt and prejudice of his Majesteis subjects,” and

were sent home with the strait injunction that they should bake

and sell all kinds of bread according to the needs and wants of :l;:-sg?t?;
their customers (pp. 197, 8). More commendable, as being of Edin-
Lighly in the interests of the community, was a proceeding on buighsuda

I8 O pad crafts-
the part of the hammermen of Edinburgh. Alexander Gilchrist, man.
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locksmith in Torbreckie, submitted the following complaint to
the Council. Within the preceding two years, when secking to
dispose of his goods at the Edinburgh market, he had been
violently robbed of seven locks and seven keys by Thomas Brown,
lately deacon of the hammermen. He had complained to the
Council of this action of Brown, who had thereupon been charged
to restore the complainer his wares and to desist from molesting
him in the future. So far from attending to this injunction of
the Council, Brown and those associated with him were now
behaving with greater violence than ever. At a late market
they had destroyed all the complainer’s locks and bodily carried
off certain others of his wares. Brown was now summoned
before the Council, and he put a somewhat different complexion
on the story. The locks made by Gilchrist, he declared, were
8o bad that the lieges could not use them with any security that
their goods would be safe. To settle the dispute the Council
appointed *four indifferent men” to report on the quality of
Gilchrist’s workmanship. The result was that all four “in one
voice upon thair solemne oath and conscience ” testified that the
locks in question were “not worthie to serve his Majesteis
lieges.” On this crushing report the Council charged the
bailies of the burgh to destroy Gilchrist’s work and to look to
it that he should present no such “disloyall and insufficient
worke ” in future (pp. 343-6).

In the experiences of Captain David Robertson, a noted
Scottish privateer, we have an illustration of the maritime law of
the period. During the war with Spain Robertson had procured
letters of marque, and had done efficient service against the
enemy. It came to his turn, however, to be the sufferer. After
a sharp encounter he was taken by two war-ships of Hamburg,
several of his crew being killed and others severely wounded.
As there was no war ‘at this time with Hamburg, Robertson
appealed to the Council for letters of reprisal that he might
indemnify himself for his losses, The Council sanctioned hisappeal
and laid the case before the King (Vol. IL., second series, p. 544).
In due course, Robertson’s witnesses appeared before the
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Admiralty in London, with the result that Charles communicated
with the magistrates of Hamburg and desired a reply in the
course of a month. The reply having come, Charles despatched
it to the Council with the advice that if they did not find it
satisfactory they should grant to Robertson the desired letters of
reprisal (p. 484). The Council did not find the reply satisfactory,
and granted the letters, which from his previous record we may
believe that he used to good purpose (p. 525). Examples of
the activity of Scottish privateers will be found at pp. 86, 521,
589, 668.

A calamity which greatly impressed the public mind was the The sliding
sliding of an extensive moss near Falkirk in December, 1628. ‘éft:l:“mm
ug

As an illustration of the expressiveness of the Scottish language shire.
of the time, the Act of Council which records it is worthy of

note. “Forsamekle,” it begins, “as in the moneth of
[December] under silence of night there hes fallin out by the
unsearcheable providence of the Almighty God, qubilk by no
humane witt nor foresight could be prevented, suche ane feare-

full, suddane, and unexpected accident, lyke ane thunder-clap,
upoun the lands of Powes and Powmylne perteaning to David
Rollock of Powes and Robert Johnestoun of Powmylne and
upoun the lands perteaning to Patrik Bruce of Corsebruike and
Thomas Bruce of Woodsyde, that the lyke wes never heard of in

anie kingdome or age, in so farre as ane great and large mosse of

the thicknesse of ane speir hes beene driven by the force and
violence of wind and water fra the firme ground and bounds,
where frome all beginning it unmoveablie stood, to the lands of
Powes and Powmylne and others lands of the persouns foresaids
distant thairfra be the space of , and hes overflowed

and covered the saids whole lands and hes tane ane solide, firme,

and sattled stand thereon, hes overturned the whole houses for

the most pairt of the saids lands, so that twentie famileis wer
constrayned for lyffe and deid and with the extreme hazard of

thair lyves to flee and leave thair houses and all within the same

to the violence of the mosse.” As usual in cases of great public
calamities the Council appealed to the country for the relief of
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the sufferers and nominated a committee to collect contributions
(pp- 37-39). The committee did its work with great thorough-
ness, travelling through the whole country and collecting
subscriptions from all classes of the community. Their labours
were highly successful, “ great sowmes ” of money being raised,
and the Council came to be pestered by the competing claims of
the sufferers (p. 568).

A few miscellaneous items of interest may close this survey of
the present volume. From a letter of Charles to the Council we
learn that the French Government had raised a claim to certain
lands in that part of America where Sir William Alexander had
so assiduously sought to plant a Scottish colony. The con-
tention of France was that the lands had been seized during the
late war between the two countries, and that now that peace was
restored it had a right to claim its own. That he might be
prepared to answer this demand Charles desired the Council to
supply him with precise information regarding the claims of
Scotland to the lands in question (pp. 613—4). As the beginning
of the rivalry between France and Britain for the possession of
Canada, this early dispute has an interest of its own. The
threatened visit of a plague at the close of 1629 called for the
energetic action of the Council. It is described as ‘“the con-
tagious sickness of the pest,” and was specially prevalent in
Bordeaux and in the Orkney and Shetland Islands (p. 353). The
Council imposed a rigorous quarantine in connection with the
Scottish ports on the east coast, but from its repeated ordinances
it is evident that it received only a partial obedience.——Asone
of the signs of the times, the surrender of their hereditary sheriff-
doms by the Marquises of Hamilton and Huntly is worthy of
note—the abolition of hereditary jurisdictions being part of the
policy both of Charles and his father (pp.317, 364). The names
of a few notable men of the time appear in the volume. On
June 8th, 1630, Sir James Balfour, author of the Annales, received
the formal gift of the office of Lyon King-of-Arms, and a month
later we find him lodging a grievance against “ diverse painters
and goldsmiths, gravers, cutlers, and others artisans,” for granting
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arms “ to all rankes of persons promiscuouslie at thair pleasure”
(pp. 561, 594). The name of the venerable Robert Bruce, the
famous Presbyterian minister, once more comes before us—on this
occasion in connection with a supplication that he may be allowed
to come to Edinburgh on legal business (p. 599). Dr. Peter Bruce,
Professor at the University of St. Andrews, once a member of the
Court of High Commission, gave offence to the Council by
refusing to accept the office of rector of his university, and was
threatened with outlawry if he persisted in his obstinacy (p. 345,
348). At pp. 336, 473 we have an interesting item relating to
Dr. Arthur Johnston, scholar and physician, and the author of
the Latin version of the Psalms, which was held to rival that of
Greorge Buchanan.

I have again to acknowledge the valuable assistance I have
received from the Rev. Henry Paton, M.A., in the preparation of

the present volume.
P. HUME BROWN.
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Boyal Letters, “ CHARLES R., Right trustie and nght weilbelovit cousine and counsellour, Whitehall, 5th

165582 ’ January 1629.

Fol. 150, b.  right trustie and weilbelovit cousines and counsellours, and right trustie Lem.. fmm
and weilbelovit counsellours, we greete yow weill. Whereas upoun his Majesty
good consideratiouns movmg us we have beene pleased to send thither Scottish

the whole Scotish companeis which have beene abroad in our service to hn]s;err:t\‘:rl::’ed
be trained up and mainteaned there till we sall be pleased to imploy o foreien
thame againe, yitt considering that this cannot commodiouslie be
performed unlesse some convenient plaices be made choice of for this
purpose, our pleasure is that (after dew deliberatioun) yow make
choice of suche places there as yow in your judgement sall thinke most
expedient whair the saids companeis may be trayned up and mainteaned
during our pleasure and with all that yow be verie carefull to caus thame
be furnished with all suche provisiouns and other necessareis at als easie
a rate as yow sall thinke may be best granted ; all which recommending
to your speciall care, we bid yow fareweill. Givin at our court at

Whitehall the fyft day of Januar 1629.”

Sederunt—Treasurer ; S* Andrewes ; Menteith, preses; Privy Seal ; ; Holyrood
Linlithgow ; Bxshop of Dumblane Secretary; Clerk of Register: .Erl.mw.,s 1629.
Advocate ; Justice Clerk; Sir J ohn Scot.

Acta Feb “ icati i Act of Council
o5 mymn-r! Anent the supplicatioun presented to the Lords of Secreit Counsell be s oo
Fol. 78, b. 1 This letter is again booked at Fol. 156, b. these countries was at an end by the close of
Though a formal treaty of peace was not yet 1628, and hence the recall of the Scottish
concluded between Charles, on the one band, companies.
and France and Spain, on the other, war with
VOL. IIL A
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" i i i illiame, Acts F
commanders the commanders, officiars and souldiours under the regiment of Williame, A :zs-J:lbyrm

the regiment Erle of Mortoun,' makand mentioun that whair the Kings Majestie hes 1629.
of the Tarl of jirected and licenced thame to ly in garrisoun within this kingdome for Fol- 78 b
sottle their  the space of three moneths untill his Majestie sall be pleased to dispose

such parts of otherwayes of thame and that his forder will be knowin thairanent;

3:;’?,“;; a lykeas his Majestie hes provydit maintenance for everie ane of the saids

gm:'::g“ souldiours at the rate of sax shillings money of this kingdome daylie,

ditions, humblie desyring thairfoir the saids Lords to grant unto the saids
.commanders and officiars licence to sattle the saids souldiours in suche
convenient touns and villages a8 may seeme most fitting unto thame for
thair dyet upoun thair awin proper moneyes to be presentlie payed
without anie greevance to anie of his Majesteis good subjects, and the Fol. 79, .
rather seing the saids commanders and officiars ar content that the saids
souldiours sall be punishable and removeable when ever the saids Lords
sall heare of anie just caus of complaint aganis thame, lykeas at mair
lenth is conteanit in the said supplicatioun. = Quhilk being read, heard
and considderit be the saids Lords and they weill advised thairwith, the
saids Lords hes allowed, and be the tennour heerof allowes the saids
commanders and officiars to sattle thair souldiours in suche parts of the
countrie whair they may most convenientlie abide, they behaving thame-
selffes soberlie and discreitlie and making thankefull payment for suche
victualls as they sall ressave ; lykeas the saids Lords have recommendit,
and be the tennour heerof recommends the saids commanders, officiars
and souldiours to the proveists and bailleis of burrowes and uthers his
Majesteis officiars whome it effeirs, commanding thame to show all
lawfull favour to the saids officiars and souldiours and to see thame
convenientlie loodged and dyetted for thair moneyes, they behaving thame-
selffes modestlie without greeving anie of his Majesteis good subjects as
saidis; and ordanis letters to be direct to make publicatioun heerof be
opin proclamatioun at all places needfull, and to command and charge all
proveists and bailleis within burgh and uthers his Majesteis officiars to
have a speciall care and regaird to see the saids officiars and souldiours
accomodat in loodging and dyet for thair moneyes, they behaving thame-
selffes dewtifullie without greevance to anie of his Majesteis subjects as
they will answere to the saids Lords upoun thair obedience.”

Warrant to “The Lords of Secreit Counsell hes given and grantit, and be the

the Bishop of . . .
Dunblane and tennour heerof gives and grants full power, commissioun and warrand to

e Adame, Bishop of Dumblane, Sir Archibald Achesoun, Secretar, Sir Thomas
i‘)’r‘m‘;‘i‘:{d’ Hoip of Craighall, knight baronnet, his Majesteis Advocat, Sir George
who is charged Elphinstoun of Blythiswoode, knight, Justice Clerk, and Mr Alexander
ot " Colvill, Justice Depute, or anie twa of thame, to examine Alexander

Drummond, prissoner within the tolbuith of Edinburgh, upoun his

1 The Scottish contingent under the Earl of That town had surrendered to Richelieu on
Morton, it will be remembered, had formed part October 18, 1628, fand Morton’s regiment had
of Buckingham’sarmy for the relief of LaRochelle. returned to Scotland.



Sederunts,
Fol. 106, b.

Pol. 79, b,
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practizing of witchecraft and to report his depositiouns to the saids
Lords.”

Commission under the Signet to the provost and bailies of Edinburgh, Bolyrood
or any two of them, a8 justices, to hold courts and try John Learmonth, January 1629,
John Balfour, and John Millar, three notorious thieves, who on maif'&“me
December last lay in wait for Ninian Halyday in at his '?l::to*f“‘d
lodging place beside the West Port of Edinburgh, and masterfully reft Edinburgh or
from him his purse, with the sum of 400 merks therein. Being there- fpoe o ooy
after apprehended, they are now in the tolbooth of Edinburgh. Signed Joba Lear
by Hadintoun, Linlithgow, Dumblane, Arch. Achesoun, Hamiltoun, and others, who
S* Thomas Hoip. oS osarious

“The Lordis continewis the mater anent the educatioun of nobelmenis Education of
sones till the nixt Counsall day.” noblemen’s

“The Lordis ordanis the generall, maister, and officiaris of the Ordinance
Cunyeehous, withe some of the Franshe, Flemis, and Easterline tradaris, :3:::;1?;9“
to be warnit to the nixt Counsall day to confer and ressoun upoun the foreign coins.
course of foreyne coyne.”

“ The Lordis recommendis to the Admirall thetry all of the personis The importers
l(l)omebringaris of Embden dolouris and to reporte thair names to the & Embden

ounsell.” ,
“The Lordis continewis the mater anent the saltpeter to the nixt Saltpetre.

Counsall day.”

Sederunt—Treasurer ; Monteith, preses ; Wintoun ; Linlithgow, Holyrood
Roxburgh ; Bishop of Dumblane ; Lord Lorne ; Lord Carnegie ; unmry 1659,
Tracquair ; Secretary ; Clerk Register ; Advocate ; Justice Clerk ;

Sir John Scot.

“ Forsameekill as at the lait Justice courts keeped at the burgh of Dum- Act of Council
bartane thair wes exhibite unto Williame, Erle of Monteith, President sbhon sfine”
of his Majesteis Counsell and Lord Cheefe Justice of this kingdome, ane ﬁ‘:&m in
depositioun made be Jonnet Boyd, spous to Robert Neill, burges of Dum- graating a ¢
bartane, in presence of the proveist and bailleis of Dumbartane and the trial of
ministers thairof and subscryved with thair hand proporting that the said Ja2et Bevd,
Jonnet had freelie and willinglie confest that she had entered in covenant harged with
with the devill, that she had receaved his marke, had renunced her

baptisme and had carnall deale with him, and that she had layed on

sindrie sickenesses and diseases on diverse persouns by the power grantit

to her by the devill. Upoun consideratioun of which depositiouns the

said Erle of Menteith, Lord Cheefe Justice of this kingdome, out of his

trew and worthie respect to justice, grantit & commissioun to the shireff

of Dumbartane, the Laird of Foulwod, and to the proveist and bailleis

of Dumbartane, for putting the said Jonnet to the knowledge of ane

asgyse for the said cryme ; lykeas the Lords of Privie Counsell acknow-

ledging the honourable and worthie behaviour of the said Erle of Monteith
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in granting of the said commissioun for punishing of so foule and detest- Ach Fobmm’
able a cryme they be thair act of the penult of October last not onelie 1629
ratified and allowed the commissioun foresaid grantlt be the said Erle in Fo. 7%
the mater foresaid, bot they exped a new commissioun to the persouns
nominat in the former for putting of the said Jonnet Boyd to her tryell
and punishment,lykeas accordinglie she underlay her deserved punishment.
And now the saids Lords understanding that the said Erle of Monteith.
had nothing before his eyes in this mater bot the respect of justice and
purging of the land frome suche a mischaunt persoun; Thairfoir the
saids Lords finds and declairs that the said Erle of Monteith in granting
the commissioun foresaid did that whilk became him in honnour and
justice to doe, and they have of new allowed, ratified and approvin, and
be the tennour heerof ratifeis, allowes and approves the commissioun
foresaid grantit be the said Erle with the tryell and executioun following
thairupoun, togidder with the said former act of Counsell, with all the
points, clauses and articles conteanit: thairin.”

“ The Lords of Secreit Counsell hes givin and grantit, and be the tennour

Dunhiane and_ heerof gives and grants full power, warrand and commissioun to Adame,

others to try

Ilobel You
risoner in tl
'olbooth

. Bishop of Dumblane, Sir Thomas Hoip of Craighall, knight baronnet, his

°Majestexs Advocat, Sir George Elphinstoun of Blythiswod, knight, Justice

debursfh for Clerk, Sir Johne Scot of Scottistarvet, Directour of the Chancellarie, and

witche

risoner in the

'olbooth on
the ch:
witchcraft.

Holyrood
House, 13th
January,
1628[9]

'Fgmnt by
Hope, King

Mr Alexander Colvill, Justice Deput, or anie two of thame, to examine
Isobell Young, prissouner in the tolbuith of Edinburgh, upoun the cryme
of witchecraft objected aganis her, and to report her depositiouns to the
saids Lords.”

“The Lords of Secreit Counsell hes modified and allowed, and be Fol. 80, &.

- the tennour heerof modifeis and allowes to Alexander Drummond,

prisouner in the tolbuith of Edinburgh for witchecraft, the sowme of
aucht shillings money, to be payed unto him be his Majesteis Thesaurar,
Deputie Thesaurar, and ressavers of his Majesteis rents, daylie and ilke day
for his interteanement and jaylour fee during his remayning within the
said waird, anent the payment of the whilk sowme the extract of this
present act togidder with the acquittance of the partie sall be unto his

Majesteis said Thesaurar, Deputie Thesaurar, and ressavers, ane sufficient
warrand.”

[Sederunt as recorded above, omitting “ Carnegie.”] Decreta,
November
1627—Januu1
Complaint by Sir Thomas Hoip of Craighall, King’s Advocate, and ¥ ¥ol. 152, b.

James Maxwell, messenger, as follows :—Notwithstanding the laws pro-

Advocate, and hibiting the bearing of hagbuts and pistols and convocation of the lieges

James
Maxwell,
messenger,

inst James

ennedy of
Blairquban

and others for

in arms for lawless deeds, when on 22nd November last the said James
Maxwell was executing letters of caption at the instance of Mr. John
Fergusoun of Kilkerrane against James Kennedie of Blairquhan, and
had passed to Kennedy’s dwelling-house in Mayboll with some other
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m&-& gentlemen whom he commanded in his Majesty’s name to assist him, he ::le';z mst-
lw-J.nwy no sooner entered the house than “ the said James closed his chamber execution of
m_ 1,b, doore and avowed with manie horrible oathes to shoote the first that the law.
preast to come in, and than caused ring the kirk bell and towke thair
drwm, whilk wes no sooner heard when Alexander Kennedie of Cullene,
David Kennedie of Garrihorne, convocat and assembled togidder the
persouns underwrittin ; they ar to say, Gilbert Baird, sometyme of
Kilquhinze, Johne M°Calle in Knockla, Johne Cochrane, messinger in
Mayboll, Peter MLurg in Largis, John Dick in the Maynes of Blairquhan,
John Kennedie, t.a.ilyeour in Mayboll, Johne M*Murtney in Bishopland
Gilbert McKamgeou.r in Knockskaithe, Gilbert Kennedie in

Johne M¢lewnand in Benand, Johne M¢Keoger in Ballicroyne, J ohn
Kennedie in Park of Blairquhan, Allane Cathcart in Watersyde, Gilbert
Geddie in , Henrie Geddie at Kirkmichaell mylne, Mitchell
M<Clure and Henrie M°Clure in Clongall, Johne Kennedie in Rottin-
moss, Androw Kennedie, servitor to the said James Kennedie, James
Kennedie at Stratoun kirk, Johne Crawfurd, servitour to young
Ardmillane, James McIlhaggow in Ardmillane, Hew Kennedie of Pin-
qubirrie, Johne Kennedie, his sone, David Young, merchand in Mayboll,
Johne Kennedie, tailyeour there, James Campbell, Williame Campbell,
Thomas Mc¢Millane and Quintene Kennedie there, with others thair
freinds and complices ” to the number of 300 persons all armed with
Jacks, spears, steelbonnets and other weapons, and the prohibited hagbuts
and pistols, who “ besett the hous round about and sett a nomber of
thair servants with bendit hacquebutts at everie corner and window of
the hous.” The complainer when he saw this charged them in his
Majesty’s name to assist him, “ and thereafter desyred thame to use a
more civill forme and to come twa alone and they should have the said
James out upoun a reasounable conditioun, whilk they disdanefullie
refuised, avowing with manie horrible and execrable oathes that when
they come in it sould be worse for the said compleaner, and that they sould
caus fourtie knaves lyke himselffe bring him out nill he wald he; and
that nather he nor nane of his companie sould come out with thair
lyffes.” When he reminded them that he was there in the execution of
his office and that if they offered violence he would complain to the
Council, they “ swoore that he should never see the saids Lords bot that
they would take ordour with him thameselffes and than send the shout
throw the countrie on horsebacke, whilk immediatlie conveened armed
in maner foresaid and with great forehammers strake at the yett,
avowing before the compleaner gott the said James they sould all goe to
the buriall togidder. And for this effect they send up powder and leid
and ane letter to him be ane string in at the window, whilk so soone a8
he gott, he cutt hoales in the floore thinking to have shott the com-
pleaner ”; and this he would have done if Mr. James Bonnar, minister
at Maybole, “ perceaving his treacherie, had not putt thame out of the

Fol, 153, a
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hall, and than they who wer withont stoode with thair bendit haoque-Domh.
butts in thair hands, crying in to the minister to come frome thame that;m'?rm
they might shoote, sua that they durst not come neere the window with- 162 168, b.
out great hazard of thair lyffes, till in end the said compleaner brake his
wand and tooke witnes thairof, and wes forced to intreate the minister
and Fergus Kennedie of Knockdaw to deale with thame that he and his
companie might depairt saulffe away, whilk at thair request bot after
long refuisall they grantit. Neverthelesse one of the said David
Kennedie of Garrihorne his footemen, of his speciall causing and com-
mand, followed the said compleaner with a bendit hacquebut in his hand
and after him three or foure score of lawlesse rascallis of purpose to have
shott him, whilk they had not failed to have done if they had not been
hindered be some gentlemen who for the respect they caried to his
Majesteis auctoritie conductit the said compleaner and his companie
saulffe away.” These persons foresaid daily wear firearms in their going
up and down the country for purposes of private revenge. Charge Fol. 154, .
having been given to them to compear, and the pursuers compearing,
likewise of the defenders Alexander Kennedie of Culzeane, David
Kennedie of Garrihorne, and John Cochrane, and certain witnesses
having been heard, the Lords find that the said James Kennedie of
Blairquhan, John Cochrane, Gilbert Baird, Andrew Kennedie and John
Kennedie, tailor, bore hagbuts, and ordain John Cochrane to be warded
in the tolbooth of Edinburgh until released by them, and the others,
viz., the Laird of Blairquhan, Gilbert Baird, Andrew and John Kennedie,
are ordained to be charged to enter the same ward within six days, and
if they disobey, they are to be denounced. Alexander Kennedie of
Culzeane and David Kennedie of Garrihorne are assoilzied, as the wit- Fol. 154, b.
nesses failed to prove any part of the complaint against them, and the
remaining defenders who did nov compear are ordered to be denounced
and escheat. Further the Lords ordain the said Lairds of Culzeane and
Garrihorne on the one part and Mr. John Fergussoun of Kilkerrane and
James Ros, “ parteis assisting this complaint,” on the other part, to find
law-surety the one to the other acted in the books of Secret Council,
James Ros in 1000 merks and each of the others in 3000 merks.
A‘P&’m"“‘e“t The Lords, with consent of Ragwell Bennet of Chesters, appoint the
Bonjedburgh Laird of Bonjedburgh and Sir James Ker of Crailling to hear and deter-
Ker of Crailing mine upon the differences between Bennet and Barbara Buckholme, wife
to d:‘&f';‘““ of Thomas Browne, and William Rutherfurde, her son, in reference to a Fol. 155, a.
beg:f:;m decree of removing from the lands of Ryknow and Abbotismedow,recovered

Ragwell against them by the said Ragwell Bennet, and any other differences—
a';:&'ﬁ,“ the said Ragwell obliging himself to abide by their decision. The

f:{:::“wlza"‘; arbitrators are to report to the Council on 17th February next the

%‘lr::?:smd grounds and causes of their variance that the Lords may then determine
William therein ; but this submission is not to be obligatory on Bennet unless

i‘;’fg:“’d’ the other parties also consent. The Earl of Roxburgh, being present,



Decreta,
November

1629. CHARLES I 7

promised to inform the Council “this day fourtein dayes ” what the

1627-Jmmry parties intend to do and “ who will undertake for thame.”

Fol. 156 a.

Sederunts,
Fol. 107.

Pol. 107, b,

Petition by Sir George Ogilvie of Bamff, as follows:—By Protection

direction from his Majesty their Lordships had summoned him to George Ogilvy
compear before them on 15th instant with such witnesses and evidence °':;£'{,:?m
as will elucidate the circumstances of the slaughter of James Ogilvie of the Council.
Podula. He has come to this burgh prepared as said is, but “his
partie ” intending to frustrate the same is about to execute against him
“some privat horning and captioun ” under which he lies for some
cautionries undertaken by him, and craves their Lordships’ warrant for
his protection. This they grant until 22nd January instant.

“The mater of the coyne continewit to Thurisday and the pairtyis Anent the
warnit apud acta to attend.” ccinage.

“The mater anent the victuall continewit to Thurisday and the Anent the

) viotual and

burrowis warnit to attend.’ the Burghs

“The Lordis continewis the ansuering of the Burrowis petitioun Jame]
towcheing the restreaning of the unlaughfull trade of strangearis in the ppent the
Ilis of this kingdome untill the 20 of this instant, and ordanis the g‘ﬁ;i“ of the

hs touch-
petitioun to be delyverit to his Majesteis Advocat that in the mean- ing the illogal

o of

tyme he may considder the equitie thairof and to examine the Actis of:'“‘d ors in
Parliament with the warrands thairof and to reporte his opinioun he jalsnds of
thairanent to the Counsell the day foirsaid.”

“The Lordis ordanis the Act and proclamatioun direct furth in The Earl of
favouris of the Earle of Mortonis regiment, beareing everie souldiour to regiment.
haiff viij 8. per diem in allowance, to be renewit in that point and
to beare vj s. allanerlie.”

“The Lordis with consent of Raguell Bennett of Chesters nominatis Decreeof =

and appointis the Laird of Bonjedburgh and Sir James Ker of Craling the differences
to be arbitouris for heiring and determining of the differenceis betuix m":ﬂ

the said Raguell and Barbara Bukholme, spous to Thomas Broun, and Bemuett,
Williame Rutherfurde, hir sone, anent the decreit of removing recoverit 2:1,&9, spouse
be the said Raguell aganis thame for removemg fra the landis of Ryknow Brown, and
and Abbotismedow and for determining in all otheris actionis and m{lﬁﬂoﬂ
caussis criminall and civile standmg betuix the saidis pairtyis, to whose ber son.
decreit and sentence to be gevin and pronunceit in the premissis the 0% P-C:
said Raguell submittis himself and oblissis him to stand and abyde

thairat but appellatioun. = And yf the arbitouris can not aggree

and sattle thir differenceis, ordanis thame to reporte to the Counsell

upoun the xvij day of Februair nixt to come with continewatioun of

dayis the ground and caussis of thair variance to the intent the

saidis Lordis may determine thairin as thay sall think goode: and

that thir presentis be no way obligatorie agapis the said Raguell unles

the said Barbara, hir husband, and sone, consent to this present Act

and submissioun in forme and maner as the said Raguell hes con-

sentit. And the Earle of Roxburgh being personalie [present] promeist
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to acquent the Counsall quhat the saidis personis will do thairin and m«z\;m

who will undertak for thame this day fourtene dayis.” Fol. 107, b.
gg’g’ﬁm Seder:u@t—-—Treasurer; Monteith, prases; Pri.vy Seftl; Wynboun;ﬁfgjﬁ};'“"-‘
January 1629. Linlithgow ; Perth; Roxburgh; Lauderdaill ; Bishop of Dum- 1620.

blane ; Carnegie ; Tracquair ; Sir Archibald Acheson, Secreta.ry;m' 8,8

Clerk of Register ; Advocate ; Justice Clerk; Sir John Scot.

:;:mg;: of - The whilk day the generall with some of the officiars of the Cunziehous

foreign dollars. compeiring before the Lords of Secreit Counsell, on the ane pairt, and
Johne Sinclare, baillie, Williame Dick, David M¢Call, George Suttie,
James Murrey, David Jonkene, Alexander Monteith, and Johne
Fleeming, merchants, burgesses of Edinburgh, on the other pairt, and
the Lords baving at lenth conferred with thame anent the forraine
coyne and what speces of dollours ar fittest and may with least losse
have course in the countrie, it wes found by thair overtour and
advice that the Rex and Lyoun dollours wer fittest to be allowed
and to have course and passage in the countrie. And tuicheing the
other dollours the Lords ordanis the officiars of the Cunziehous and
the merchants to meete in the Cunziehous and to conferre and advise
upoun the best and readiest way how with least losse the saids other
dollours may be dischargit to have course ather by imbringing thame
to the Cunziehous or by carying thame backe frome whence they
come and to advise how the forder course and imbringing of forraine
dollours may be restrayned, and that they report thair opinioun thair-
anent to the Counsell upoun Tuisday nixt.”

Holyrood

House, 15th [Sederunt as recorded above.] Decreta,
January 1629, 1627—January
Escheat of . , . 1630.

Robert Dick Complaint by Alexander Mathesoun in Kilconquhar as follows :—On Fol. 155, b.

‘f?,,s,‘;xﬁ{}ﬂ;““ September last he and his whole family were shearing his corn in the

the house of  fie]dy when Robert Dick in St. Andrewes, and William Scrimgeour there,

g{ot%%g:{:n knowing this and taking advantage thereof, went to his dwelling-house
" in Kilconquhar armed with swords, staves and other weapons, and after
breaking up the doors “ with great trees ” they “spoyled and abused his
insicht and plenishing,” and carried away the greatest part thereof.
Charge having been given to the said Robert Dick, and the pursuer
compearing but not the defender, the Lords ordain him to be denounced Fol. 156, a.
and escheat.
Decree against ~ Complaint by Sir William Seatoun, knight, “ generall postmaister to his
Simpson, son  Majestie throughout this haill kingdome,” as follows :—It pleased the
§§,,‘,‘;::,‘:j’;§°; King and his late father to appoint the complainer to the above office
mg‘ifg'ﬁ’n"’f with commission to appoint postmasters under him in all necessary places,
who has as his patent “cled with ane uninterrupted possessioun,” shows. Now

:ﬁﬁiﬁl?mm the late Alexander Simsoun, postmaster of Hadingtoun, having, “be reasoun
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Decreta,  of his age and others infirmiteis incident to age,” become unable adequately his Majosty
November . . . . . the office of
167-January to discharge the duties, the complainer “in honnour and conscience nis late father.
}?f'm, . being loath to prejudge the old man during his tyme in anie thing that wes

dew to the service, he wes content to oversee James Simsoun, his sone,

and allowed him to supplee his fathers infirmiteis and weakenesse in

that service ” on the special condition and promise that he would arrogate

no further right to that office than the complainer should confer upon

him. But heis informed that the said James Simsoun, circumventing the

complainer, has by sinister information purchased a gift of the said

office from the King, which has been exped through the privy seal,

alleging that he had the complainer’s consent. He is sure that if the

King had been truly informed “he would never have layed that
Fol. 1%,  unthankefull persoun in a ballance with the compleaner, nor established

in his persoun anie right prejudiciall unto him.” He therefore craves the

annulling of the said gift. Charge having been given to the said James

Simsoun, and the pursuer compearing and producing his gift of the said

office under the great seal, dated at Edinburgh 2nd May 1616, and the

defender also compearing, and producing his gift from the King of the

said office dated at Theobalds 21st July 1626, the Lords find that the

gift to the said James Simsoun has been “ wrongouslie and surrep-
Fol 157, 2. titiouslie purchast” as above complained of, and declare the same null

and void.

Complaint by Sir Thomas Hoip of Craighall, knight baronet, King’s fomplaint by

Advocate, Alexander Kennedie of Culzeane, and David Kennedie, his Kennedy of

brother, as follows :—Though the bearing of hagbuts and pistols is P> 224

strictly forbidden, yet Mr. John Fergussoun of Kilkerrane, Francis Mure, Kennedy, bis

 brother,
his son-in-law, Gilbert M°Graine, his servitor, James Maxwell, messenger, jmgsg:lgfl
Jobhn Fergussoun, servitor to the Laird of Craigdarroch, James Ros, Kiliorran and
clerk depute of Carrick, and John Mc°Raith, out of a deadly hatred oo for

violently
against the complainers, have long sought their lives, and from at least entering their

May to December last have gone about armed with hagbuts and pistols Egru;::?:?fg
for this purpose. On 22nd November last they came to the town of *" "™
Maybole armed with swords, staves and other weapons, and the forbidden
hagbuts and pistols, “ possest thameselffes be force and violence within
the dwelling hous of the Laird of Blairquhan ” there, pretending they
had letters of caption against him, and seeing the complainers upon the
streets, they “after ane insolent and bragging maner presented thair
hacquebutts and pistolets to thame, threatning to shoote thame thair-
with.” The said Alexander Kennedie, having declared to them he was
a justice of the peace and offered as such to assist if the said James
Maxwell would show his warrant, and the said James Maxwell having
declared that he had no warrant, the said John Fergussoun, in contempt
of his said office, “ presented ane bendit pistolet out of the window at
him of intentioun to have shott him.” Further, on December there-
after they came to the Mylnetoun of Culzeane armed as before and lay
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in wait for a long time for him to have taken his life. ~Charge having Decreta,
been given to the said persons and both pursuers and defenders compearing, 1627-January
and witnesses heard against the said Mr. John Fergussoun, the Lords irﬁo'ls?, .
assoilzie him, because he had already been cited before them and fined for
this offence. They also assoilzie the remaining defenders, because, proof
being referred to their oaths of verity, they all denied, Gilbert M°Grayne Fol. 158, a.
saying he had only his master’s pistol at the time libelled, and Francis
Mure stating he only bore them in Kilkerran’s bounds and service.
James Ros, however, having admitted that some days after the affair in
Maybole he had carried “gwnes” is ordained to ward in the burgh of
Edinburgh till he agree with the Treasurer and take his remission.

Counter- Counter complaint by Sir Thomas Hoip of Craighall, King’s Advocate,

gé?:%y and James Ros, clerk of the bailie of Carrick, as follows :—Though the
bailie of wearing of hagbuts and pistols is strictly prohibited, yet on February
Carrick, 1627, when the complainer was in a fenced court in the Consistorie of
2 e:::e':idyﬂ; ¢ Croceraguell employed in his calling, Alexander Kennedie of Culzeane,
Culzean'for out of his malice and hatred against him, came with David Kennedie, his

mt‘f.md brother, John Crawfurd, his servant,and others armed with swords, hagbuts,
pistols and other weapons, and without respect to the court of judgment
or the bailie sitting there, upbraided the complainer, calling him “false
double knave” and “avowing if he had gottin a grippe of him at that
tyme when (as he alledgit) the compleaner rave a precept direct be him,
that he sould have riven the hyde over his face, and that he knew not
what held his hands bot that he cutted the nose aff his face.” Being
prevented by some persons at that time from any violence, but still
continuing in “his bloodie resolutioun,” on August last, understanding Fol. 158, b.
that the complainer would be at a tryst at the kirk of Cammannell, they
went.there for the execution of their purpose, but the complainer, getting
word of their intention, did not go. And recently, on 1st January instant,
understanding that the complainer was in Maybole, the said Alexander
Kennedy came thither with his servant, Ramsay, carrying a
musket, intending to shoot him therewith, and sought for him for that
end. And the said persons continually carry firearms for his molestation,
“gending diverse fearefull bodwords [threats] unto him.” Charge having
been given to Alexander and David Kennedie and John Crawforde, and
the pursuer and the two Kennedys compearing, and probation being
referred to the defenders’ oaths, they denied, whereupon the Lords
assoilzie them.

Saltpetre. “The mater anent the saltpeter continewit till Twisday nixt.” Sedorunts,
Anent the “Missives to be direct to the shireffis and justiceis of peace for pol 107, .
price of . . . . el . . ’
victual. informeing thame selffis of the prices of victuall within thair boundis and

to reporte quhat thay learne thairanent, and to reporte upoun the xvij
of Februair nixt to the intent suche a course may be resolved upoun for
restreaning the exportatioun of victuall as the estate of the cuntrie salbe
found to require. ”
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%um “ After our verie heartilie commendatiouns. Whereas at a meeting of ggm th

t.150,s. the nobilitie, Counsell, and some commissioners for the small barouns January 1629.
and burrowes, in the moneth of Apryle 1626, it wes agreed that the Letter to some
exportatioun of victuall sould be permitted till the pryces thairof come justices of
to the sowmes following; to witt, the boll of wheit, fourtein merkes ; the‘mxm:g.
boll of beir, ellevin merkes; and meale and aitts, aucht merkes, and %o °f victual
that after that tyme thair sould be no exportationn at all ; and now the
commissioners for the burrowes alledging that the pryces of the victuall
foresaid ar rissin abone the sowmes allowed for the exportatioun, they
have thairfoir craved that thair may be a restraint of forder exportatioun
of the same ; and the Counsell being loath to proceid rashlie in a mater
of that kynde till they be trewlie informed how the pryces of the said
victuall rules in suche parts of the countrie whair the exportatioun is
most usuall, these ar thairfoir to requeist and desire yow to informe your
selffe trewlie and sufficientlie of the pryces of the said victuall within
the bounds whair yow beare office and send in & formall report thairof
to his Majesteis Counsell upoun the sevintein day of Februar nixt to the
intent that ordour may be tane for the restraint accordinglie; and so we
committ yow to God. Frome Halyruidhous the xvij day of Januar 1629.
Subscribitur, Mar, Monteith, Hadintoun, Mairshall, Arch. Achesoun,
Hamiltoun, S* Thomas Hoip, Scottistarvett. ”

m’:l";“"" Sederunt—Treasurer; S* Andrewes; Monteith, prases; Hadintoun, Holyrood
> Privy Seal ; Mairshall; Wyntoun ; Lauderdaill ; Bishop of Dun- January 1620.
, &

keld ; Bishop of Dumblane; Carnegie; Sir Archibald Acheson,
Secretary ; Clerk of Register ; Advocate; Justice Clerk; Sir
John Scot.

“The Lords of Secreit Counsell continewes the mater of the coyne till Anent tho o
'.8,%  Thurisday nixt, and ordanis the officiars of the Cunziehous and the foreign coins.
merchants to meete in the Cunziehous and to conferre and reasoun Seeartp.8.
among thameselffes what speces of forraine dollours sall be allowed to
have course and at what pryce, and how they sall be knowin and
decerned be the lieges, what dollours sall be decryed, and how with the
least losse to the subjects they may be takin aff thair hands; and for
this effect that they advise how some merchants may be moved to
undertake the exchange thairof at a reasounable pryce, and that they
sett doun thair opinioun in writt and report the same to the saids Lords
the day foresaid.”
“ The Lords of Secreit Counsell ordanis the proveist and bailleis of John Balfour.
Edinburgh to continew the executioun of Johne Balfoure till the other
twa be first execute, and that they be interrogat and particularlie ques-
tiouned at the place and tyme of thair executioun anent the guiltinesse
or innocencie of the said Johne Balfoure, and to report thair deposi-
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tiouns to the saidis Lords, to the intent they may give suche ordourAeeg  Pebrury
concerning the said Balfoure as they sall find his behaviour to deserve” 1es.

Anent those “The Lords of Secreit Counsell thinkes fitt and advises Sir Thomas %%

e oa's sign Hoip of Craighall, knight baronnet, his Majesteis Advocat, to forbeare |

the Submission g1 hroceeding aganis these that hes refuised to subscryve the submis- |
sioun and whois names ar givin up in roll till the whole nomber of the
refuisears be discovered and knowin, and thair names reported.”

Robert Irving  « The Lords of Secreit Counsell ordanis Robert Irwing of Fedderat to

ward. be committit to waird within the tolbuith of Edinburgh for the indiscreit
speeches uttered be him in the Counselhous to Alexander Keith of
Balmure in saying to him That if he had beene present when the mylne

wes brokin Alexander durst not have done it for his lugges.”

Holyrood Decreta,
Hoo 50th [Sederunt as recorded above.] Doorots, .
January 1629. 1627-January

Complaint by Complaint by Sir Thomas Hoip of Craighall, King’s Advocate, and %ﬁ?'m, .
Hope, King's the provost, bailies and council of Dumfries, as follows : —In contraven-
th%v;::?o’,t?nd tion of the laws against bearing hagbuts and pistols, when Edward
bailies. s2d  Maxwell of Corswadie, William Sinclare there, John Allane in Lowstoun

Dumiries,  and Patrick Mitchelsoun there, were taken by virtue of a caption at
g“}dmég-;%: the instance of William, Viscount of Drumlanrig, and warded in the
gf‘;?;,ﬁ,?;“' pledge chamber of the said burgh, John, Lord Hereis, and John, Master
‘f":rd v‘;:}‘;l’:]y of Hereis, his son, annoyed at this, and resolved to procure their liberty,
attempting to after several conferences as to the method of doing so, sent William
mweﬁvﬁﬁ Hendersoun, servitor to Robert Maxwell of Orchartoun, “ who under
:h“;i"r"wﬁ;‘}n pretext and cullour of freindship unto the wairdours sould crave accesse

the pledge-  unto thame to conferre and drinke with thame, and that the said

::lv.li:ini)mﬁ. ° Williame sould len one of thame ane whingear, who at the opening of
the yett of the said compleaners jayle, sould stryke the jaylour and so
give way to the wairdours and escape”; and to assist their escape when
they came to the street, they appointed James, William, and Alexander
Maxwell, sons of Lord Hereis, John Broun of Molans, Andrew McGowane,
James Jardane, and William Cowtterd, servitors to the Master of Hereis,
John Maxwell called of Corswadie, Alexander Murray, younger of Fol. 159,1.
Irnandie, James Johnestoun called of Lamek, brother-in-law to Lord
Hereis, the said William Hendersoun, William Thomesoun called of the
Mylne, Thomas Thomesoun, James Millar, and others, to go to Dumfries,
armed with swords and pistols, on 17th September last, being the fair
day, and chosen by them because the town’s folk would be busy in the
market, and lie in wait for the issue of William Henderson’s errand. At
their coming “ they derned thameselffes in commodious parts ewest to
the pledge chamber, and send the said Williame to the compleaners
waird, who being admitted be the jaylour to the presence of the saids
rebellis and having remained with thame some certane space, he
accordinglie (as it wes formerlie plotted among thame) delyvered to
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the said Williame Sinclare ane great one edged whingear, bidding
him follow him at the backe to the doore when he come out, and
at the opening of the doore to make way to Corswadie and the
rest to escape.  Quhilk being undertane be the prisouners the
said Williame Hendersoun callit for the jaylour to lett him
furth, and how soone he opened the doore unto him, the said
Williame following the jaylour at the backe, the said Williame Sinclare
having the whingear in his hand, gave the jaylour ane deidlie straike
thairwith over the said Williame Hendersouns backe, and with that all
the rebellis preast to the doore and come out. And the saids bailleis
being accidentallie upoun the streit for the tyme and perceiving this
disordourlie insolence, they addressed thameselffes to the waird and
opposed aganis the escaiping of the saids rebellis, and forced the said
Edward Maxwell backe againe to his waird, whereupoun the persouns
particularlie abonewrittin, who wer lying derned under staires, rushed
out upoun thame and with bendit pistolets and drawin swords invaidit
and persewed the saids bailleis of thair lyffes, hurt and woundit Thomas
and James Maxwellis, bailleis, Williame Cuninghame, clerk, M* Francis
Irwing and James Weir, merchants, Thomas Kirkpatrik and Williame
Carrudhous, merchants, Robert Mullikin, Rodger Kirkpatrik, Robert
Neilsoun, Thomas Johnestoun and John Wright, burgesses of Dumfreis,
in diverse pairts of thair bodies, to the effusioun of thair blood and
perrell of thair lyffes, and hes mutilat the said James Maxwell in his
hand ; and in this disordourlie tumult the saids Williame Sinclare, Patrik
Mitchelsoun and John Allane escaped furth of prisoun, and being
quickelie persewed be some of the nighbours of the toun, the saids
Williame Sinclair and Johne Allane wer taikin, and Patrik Mitchelsoun
escaiped. And in this meane tyme the said Maister of Hereis accom-
panied with a nomber of his freinds and servants lay at await at a
banke within the liberteis of the said burgh readie to have ressaved the
saids rebellis if they could have beene gottin out of the toun; and
becaus thair purpose misgave thame they have conceaved ane deidlie
haitrent and malice aganis the inhabitants of the said toun, sua that nane
darre repaire furth thairof in a quyet and peaceable maner for doing of
thair lawfull effaires for feare of thair lyffes” Charge having been
given to the said Lord and Master of Hereis, William, James, and
Alexander Maxwell, John Maxwell called of Corswadie, James Jardane,
James Johnestoun, Alexander Murray, William Hendersoun, William
Thomsoun, James Millar, William Cowtterd, John Broun and Andrew
Mc°Gowane, and the pursuers compearing by John Raynie, provost,
Thomas Maxwell, bailie, James Maxwell and John Irwing, late bailies,
Mr. Thomas Ramsay, minister, and John Lacorce, deacon convener of
the said burgh, but the defenders not compearing; and the evidence of
witnesses having been heard, the Lords find the complaint “ qguantum ad
victoriam cause” sufficiently proved against William and James Max-



14 REGISTER OF THE COUNCIL. 1629.

well, John Maxwell, James Jardane and James Johnstone, and decern mw [
and ordain them to be charged to enter in ward in the tolbooth of 1627-Janury
Edinburgh within six days, and if they disobey, to be denounced rebels. },";?-mh
The Lords excuse the absence of Lord Hereis, a certificate having been
produced signed by Mr Patrick Adamesoun, minister at Buittill, of his
inability to travel in respect of a heavy and dangerous disease under
which he has been for the last ten weeks. They also excuse the absence
of the Master of Hereis, because being out of the country he had not
been lawfully summoned ; and they ordain Alexander Maxwell, Alexander
Murrey, William Hendersoun, William Thomsoun, James Millar, William
Cowtterd, John Browne and Andrew M°Gowane to be denounced rebels Fol. 161, .
for not compearing.

Charge for ~ Complaint by Mr. Alexander Livingstoun as follows:—On 4th

pprehen .

sion of February 1624 Archibald Wod of Hiltoun was put to the horn at the

Wood of instanceof William Dick, merchant burgess of Edinburgh, for non-payment

: gfm?.f:tt:}‘ of the sums of 1000 merks, and 600 merks, and interest and expenses in

ﬂl;mf‘l:;;l;d" which he was indebted by bond ; also on 24th March following for not pay-

" ing to John Rind, merchant burgess of Edinburgh, £116 17s. and expenses

due by bond ; and again on 19th July 1626 for not paying to Thomas
Fothringhame in Bonytoun 1000 merks and expenses due by bond, and
to all these debts the complainer has right by assignations. The said
Archibald Wod is regardless of these hornings, and complainer seeks
caption against him. Charge having been given to the said Archibald Fol. 161, b
Wood, and the pursuer compearing but not the defender, the Lords ordain
charge to be given to the Sheriff of Forfar to search for, apprehend and
imprison the defender, take his houses and inventory his goods for the
King's use within three days under pain of horning.

Protection Petition by Patrick Grant, brother german to John Grant, apparent

‘sr:t.rick Grant of Ballindallache, William Grant of Cardellis, James M¢Intoshe of Doun,

oo thorctiny Adam Leslie, and John Mantache, as follows :—In obedience to their

T arboar  Lordships’ charge they have come to Edinburgh and brought witnesses

Council in con-“ for cleering of the forme and circumstances of the lait fight betuix

:hfhﬁ;%: “® Ballindallache and Carroun and what wes thair awin cariage and

petween o behaviour thairin.” They are, however, unable to compear on account

;::l IC:lmnéo of some civil hornings, and crave their Lordships’ protection. This the Fol. 162, s

VoL 1. Lords accordingly grant till 4th February at night, John Grant,
apparent of Ballindallache, becoming cautioner for their compearance,
viz., in 1000 merks each for the said Patrick and William Grant,and in
500 merks for each of the other two.

Complaint by Complaint by Robert Irwing of Fedderat, heretable proprietor of the

(lffo E:?dm"g mill of Aquathe, as follows:—Alexander Keith of Balmure, and
sgainat Alex. ¢ Margaret Hay, spouse to George Crawford of Annachie, having long

palm mtlﬁgy entertertained a deadly hatred against the complainer, at last hounded
weto  out John Pantoun of Randibure, who on September last came to

Crawford of the mill, under cloud and silence of night, when the complainer’s millers
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and other attendants there were taking their rest, and with axes and Annachie for
other instruments “ hewed doun to the ground the spouttes of the com- da.mngge to be
pleaners said mylne,” and then entering the mill, broke and destroyed the 555°  bi*
remaining parts of it, and so has rendered his mill unprofitable. Charge

having been given to the parties named, and the pursuer compearing,

and the said Alexander Keith also compearing for himself and the other
defenders, the latter alleged that the said mill was his property, and that

he was heritably infeft therein, so that “ giving and not granting that he

caused brake her ” he could not be summeoned for so doing by the pursuer.

The Lords continue the case till the question of their respective titles to

the mill be first dealt with by the judge ordinary, to whose decision they

remit the same.

Commission under the Signet to George, Marquis of Huntlie, James, Holyrood
Earl of Buchan, Sir Robert Gordoun, Tutor of Sutherland, Sir Alexander ﬁ.‘ﬁ‘u‘;f{%‘&
Gordoun, Sheriff of Sutherland, John Forbes of Pitsligo, John Forbes of %m?eg':g“
Bythe, Sir James Gordoun of Lesmoir, elder, knight-baronet, William &»nrgq,
Seatoun of Meldrum, Gilbert Meinzeis of Pitfoddells, Sir John Leslie of Hanty e
‘Wardes, knight-baronet, William Leslie of Ryhill, John Leslie, elder and :“;,‘r:'h:“"d
younger of Pitcaple, Sir George Ogilvie of Carnowssie, knight-baronet,‘s

illiam
Sir George Ogilvie of Bamff, knight-baronet, John Ogilvie of Birnes, Rythiemaysnd
William Seatoun, elder and younger of Udny, Alexander Seatoun, elder gfhers now at
of Pitmedden, John Seatoun, younger thereof, John Leslie of Bolquhane,
and William Forbes of Tolquhon, jointly and severally, to convocate the
lieges in arms and search for, apprehend and present before the Council
for their delivery before the Justice and his deputes, William Gordoun
of Rothiemay, John Gordoun, apparent thereof, John Inneis of Crombie,
John Young and Alexander Inneis, his servitors, and Robert Bruce of
Inchecorsie, who were put to the horn on 5th December last at the
instance of Robert Crichtoun of Cowland, domestic servitor to James
Crichtoun of Frendraucht, for failing to find caution to underlie the law
for pursuing him with hagbuts and pistols and wounding him therewith.
Power of fire and sword is given, with clause of indemnity. Signed by
Monteith, Hadintoun, Marshall, Wintoun, Seafort, Lauderdaill, Hamiltoun,
and S* Thomas Hoip. :
Commission under the Signet to the Sheriff of Bervick, Sir John t(>];>lmni=',i0n to

Home of Blacader, and Patrick Home of West Restoun, or any two of Be‘i-i& tmgf

them, as justices, to hold courts and try Marion Hardie, spouse to John §foer o7
Trinche in Haymouth, who has been long suspected of witchcraft. Signed for witcheraft.
as above.

“ The lyke commissioun grantit aganis Agnes Wallace in Aittoun toz‘oh;m same
the commissioners foresaids of the tennour dait and subseryved ¢ the trial of .

supr a.” AgnesWallace.

Commission to Colin, Earl of Seafort, and Mr. Alexander McKeinzie Commission to

of Culcowie, jointly and severally, as justices, to hold courts and try g?k“o;&l,:’;

Katharine Nein Rob Aunchtie in , Marie Nein Eane Eir alias }r, Alexsnder

y‘i
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gﬁﬁe Meclntoshe, Katharine Memphersoun alias Naunnchie, and Gradoche Commissions,

Nein Rob Neinechat within the diocese of Ros, who have been long suspected of Fol. 187, a.
Aunchtie and

others for  witcheraft. Signed as above, with the exception of “ Seafort.”
witcherat. Commission under the Signet to the provost and bailies of Hadintoun, Fol. 187 b.
Commission to Gy Robertt Hepburn of Aulderstoun, and Patrick Abernethie of Netter-

th t

ﬁlzld dml: of dene, or any two of them, the said provost or ome of the bailies being
and oéﬂg:";p one, as justices, to try Sara Keyth, spouse to in Wyntoun, and
try Sara Keith Boggje Make in Saltoun, who have been long suspected of witcheraft.

and Bessie .
Make for Signed as above.

itcheraft. . . I -
;‘h“’ T “The Lordis thinkis meete that his Majestie salbe petitioned for a Sedsrunts
copper money. Warrand to coyne some small copper money.” Fol. 108, b.
The protection ~ “ The Lordis prorogatis the protectioun grantit to the Laird of Banff

of the Laird of 111) Wedinsday come aucht dayis.”

golyrood a Sederunt — Mar, Treasurer; Monteith, prases; Privy Seal ,1{"‘2'3_‘1;:};“3

January 1629, Mairshall; Wyntoun; Linlithgow; Perth; Roxburgh ;162
Bugcleugh ; Seafort; Bishop of Dunkeld; Bishop of Dum- Fol. 80, b.
blane ; Secretary ; Advocate; Justice Clerk; Sir John Scot.

Anentthe  “The Lords of Secreit Counsell ordanis the officiars of the Cunziehous

circulation of

foreign dollars. and the merchant traders who compeirit.the last Counsell day to be
Seeants, p. 11. charged to conveene in the Cunziehous upoun Mononday nixt at nyne of
the clocke in the morning and thair to conferre, reasoun, and advise
upoun the best and readiest way how the promiscuous course of dollours
may be restrayned with least prejudice unto the lieges, and that they
answere the former commissioun granted unto thame in everie point and
article thairof and sett doun thair opiniouns in writt under thair hands
according to thair knowledge and conscience, and if they differ in Fol. 81, a.
opinioun that they sett doun the same apart under thair hands with
thair reasouns enforceing the same and that they report the same to the
Counsell upoun Tuisday nixt, and ordanis Johne Sinclar, baillie, to
moderat and preside at this meeting.”
XZ;";?:; for ~ “The whilk day Johne Sinclare, baillie of Edinburgh, reported to the
32;:\1%:3:& Lords of Secreit Counsell that according to thair directioun, he having
who had been examinat and caused interrogat Learmonth and Millar at the tyme and
sccused of  place of thair executioun tuicheing the behaviour and cariage of Johne
%ﬁ&:‘, ot Balfoure in the robbing of Niniane Halyday within the burgh of Edin-
Haliday. burgh, they declared upoun thair conscience and as they would answere
to God in the day of judgement that Balfoure wes not accessorie nor
upoun the knowledge of the robbing of the honest man, and that he wes
not ane actour nor had no pairt thairin bot that he wes accidentallie in
thair companie the tyme of the committing of the fact, they having
invited him to drinke with thame without acquainting him with thair
intentioun. With the whilk report and declaratioun the saids Lords
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l{:g_;‘:l!;mry being advised, they ordaine the provest and bailleis of Edinburgh to con-

1629, tinew the executioun of the said Balfoure till his Majestie be consulted

Pol. 81, a. th ° ent.”

e I [Sederunt as recorded above.] . ggmnd
o Jaouary January 1629,
}30.162,& Petition by Donald Urquhart in Dalnepoyt, William M“Conoche Voir p,o,ﬁg.,tz

there, John Mc°Ferquhar there, William M‘Thomas V°Williame in Abir- Ponaia .
nethie, Alaster M°Thomas V*Williame there, John M°Thomas V°Williame g;?::‘;:;::nd
there, William M¢Calligow there, Patrick Duncane there, Alexander Smith :thpz:rtge{ore
there, William M¢Williame V°Eane Vane there, Patrick Grant in Little the Council
Inderchebet, Ferquhar McInriache in Bellintrowane, and Thomas Grant 3‘?.%2‘433.“..
in Brechhill, as follows :—They have been charged to compear before g":ml,;;‘;'},:,g
their Lordships on 27th instant “to beare witnes what they know anent and Carron.
the lait fight betuix the Lairds of Ballindallache and Carroun.” They
are ready to do so, but cannot attend in safety on account of some
hornings under which they lie, and they therefore crave their Lordships’
Fol.16%,a.  protection. This the Lords grant until 3rd February next at night,
John Dunbreck of Urtane becoming cautioner in 300 merks for each of
the petitioners that they will compear the said day.

Robert, Earl of Roxburgh, compearing personally, produced a letter foent the
written to him by William Ker, brother to Sir Robert Ker of Ancrum, between
by which the said William obliged himself to cause Barbara Buckholme, %:,;‘::t“md
spouse to Thomas Broun, and the said ''homas, and William Rutherfurde, f“"l“n‘;‘;"“nﬁ,‘g‘;
son to the said Barbara, stand by the decision of the Laird of Bonjed- brown, her
burgh and Sir James Ker of Crailling as arbitrators in the dispute o2
between them and “the said Ragwell ” [Bennet]. Further the said Earl g:':ﬁ?;
undertook for the said William Ker that he would see the same per- T
formed by these persons.

Petition by James Melvill, quartermaster in the Earl of Mortoun’s Protection
regiment, as follows :—To testify his affection to his Majesty's service Sames Melville,
he had accepted the above employment in the regiment raised by the guartermaster

Fol.163,b.  Earl of Mortoun in this country, and has “ verie dewtifullie and care- oot of the
fullie performed what belonged to his pairt in the said service, and isglorwn. from
now returned with the remanent commanders, officiars and souldiours his oreditors.
of the same regiment, to ly heere in garisoun under his Majesteis pay for
the space of three moneths.” He had expected that his engaging in this
service would not prejudice his affairs in this country, yet he is informed
that several of “ his creditours and pairtners, especiallie in the mater of
the coale,” taking advantage of his absence, have caused him to be put to
the horn, whereby he is not only disabled from settling his private
affairs, which “ have verie farre miscaryed during his absence,” and which
will require recourse to the Lords of Session, but he is also greatly im-
peded in his military office, which requires “ his continuall and assiduous
attendance als weill for quartering of the souldiours as transporting of

VOL. IL B




Complaint by

Fu'quhnr and
others, pro-
prietors of

18 REGISTER OF THE COUNCIL. 1629.

moneyes weekelie and monethlie to thair quarters.” He therefore craves Decreta,
their Lordships’ protection for both causes, and this the Lords grant tlllm%:?:'w,
the last day of March next.

Complaint by Mr. Robert Ferquhar, David Andersoun, Andrew Fol- 164 e.
Meldrum, Robert Alexander, James and William Rolland, John Rae,
Duncan Davidsoun, George Andersoun, and David Jaffrey, proprietors

salmon fishings and possessors of that part of the salmon fishing upon the water of Dee

g:innt David

called the Pott, as follows :— One of the speciall temporall blessings

others fo,.mf, whairwith it hes pleased God to beautifie and inriche the north pairts of

ing stones into

S,
in us
bmkr'

this kingdome consists in the salmound fishing within the same, of the

bus whilks fishings the water and river of Dee both for the abundance and

nets and ruin- goodnesse of the fish wes among the first in accompt and estimatioun als
ing the fishing. woil) in this countrie as ellis where where the commerce and intercourse

John Balfour.

See ante, p. 16.

Council to his

the

Sir Jobn

Ogilvy of
in the

Castle of

Edinburgh.

of salmound wes interteanned, and by the quhilk the countrie ressaved
credite, and great store of moneyes wer yeerelie imported, and the saids
compleaners looking that nane of thair nighbours would have beene so
uncharitable and invyous towards thame or so undewtifull to the com-
moun weale and countrie as to have preast to hinder and interrupt the
course of Gods good benefite, proceeding immediatelie frome his Divine
bountie and favour,” yet David Harrow at the Bridge of Dee, James
Harrow there, William Howat in Rudderstoun, John Traill in
Alexander Wobster there, and Patrick Wobster there, “ being possest be
some bad humour both aganis the saids compleaners and the commoun
weale,” came on 11th June last five times to the said salmon fishing in
the Pott, each time bringing two boats laden with great stones, “ kuist
the saids stones in the middes of the waters where the tacke of thair fishes
wes most plentifull and nsuall, and hes so spoyled and filled the water
with stones as not onelie the compleaners netts ar brokin and made
unusefull bot they can have no forder fishing there.” Charge having Fol. 164, b.
been given to the persons named, and the said M Robert Ferquhar
compearing for himself and the other pursuers, but the defenders not
compearing, the Lords ordain the latter to be denounced and escheat.

“ The Lordis ordanis the Bishop of Dunblane and Justice Depute t.os“““““‘-
examine Balfour towcheing his bipast lyffe and trade and to reporte.” Fol. 109 a

“Most sacred Soverene, By the petitioun heerewith inclosed your Royal Letters,

. Majestie may understand the humble remonstrance made unto us by%rol, 150, b.

Sir John Ogilvie of Craig, knight, concerning the prejudiee conceaved by

Malmwent him both to his persoun and estait by his detentioun in waird within

the castell of Edinburgh togidder with his earnest sute that he might
be inlarged thairfrom and confynned within the said burgh upoun
sufficient suretie to remaine thairin and not to frequent nor - have
commerce nor dealing with any Jesuits, preests nor excommunicat
papists under suche pane as the Counsell sall injoyne. In regaird the
warrand of his restraint proceedit immediatelie from your Majestie
and that the Erle of Monteith, Lord President of your Majesteis
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B&:l’iathr-, Counsell, who wes intrusted by your Majestie with the executioun

Fol. 150, b. of that service, did relate unto us that he had warrand frome your
Majestie to committ him unto some of your Majesteis sure wairds untill
your Majesteis further pleasure wer knowin, therefore we have forborne
to yeeld to his libertie and have thought it more fitt to certifie your
Majestie of the reasoun of his desire that after consideratioun thereof
your Majestie may be graciouslie pleased to signifie your royall will
and pleasure towards him, which in all humilitie we sall obey as
becometh, etc. Halyruidhous, 22 January 1629. Subscribitur, Mon-
teith, Hadintoun, Marshall, Wintoun, Linlithgow, Perthe, Buccleuche,
Seafort, Arch. Achesoun, S* Thomas Hoip.”

T aproany Sederunt—Treasurer; St Andrewes; Monteith, preses; Privy Holyrod
1 Seal; Mairshall; Wyntoun; Lmhthgow Galloway ; Seafort ; January 1629.

Bishop of Dunkeld Carnegie ; Sir Archibald Acheson, Secretary;
Cletk of Register; Advocate; Justice Clerk; Sir John Scot.

“ Forsameekle as it is cleerlie understand to the Lords of Secreit ?"%‘lgﬂd';:; the
Counsell that of lait thair hes beene brought within this kingdome frome circulation of
beyond sea a nomber of base dollours, commounlie callit Embden g5 fm'g,“
dollours, the quarter dollours callit Ort dollours, and the halffe quarter dollars.
dollours callit halffe Orts, and they have beene put out amongs his
Majesteis subjects at ane farre higher rate and pryce nor they are worth,
sua that his Majesteis subjects who ar ignorant of the trew worth of
thir base dollours ar mightilie abused and hurt and ar made to beleeve
that they ressave good coyne for drosse. Quhilk Embden dollour careis
on the one side ane double eagle in the middes whairof is ane little
globe divydit in twa and in the neathermost pairt of the globe the
figure of 28, and frome the globe thair goes upward ane long crosse
betuix the two heids of the eagle and on the other side thair is ane
quartered armes, and in twa of the saids quarters there is lyke ane
Fol.81,b.  crosse with twa rings abone the heid of the towre and in the other twa
quarters there is twa barres and abone the armes ane great opin
crowne. And the said Lords considdering that the connivence and
oversight grantit to the course of thir base dollours will be ane great
encouragement and baite to persouns avaritiouslie disposed to import
great nombers of thame and to fill the countrie thairwith with-
out respect to dewtie or conscience, seing thay have nothing before
thair eyes bot thair filthie gayne whilk is more powerfull with thame
nor anie other respect whatsomever; Thairfoir the saids Lords upoun
verie good advice and mature deliberatioun hes dischargit and be the
tennour heerof discharges all forder passage and course of the saids
dollours within this kingdome, and ordanis letters to be direct
to mak publicatioun heerof be opin proclamatioun at the mercat
croces of the heid burrowes of this kingdome and uthers places
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needfull, and to command charge and inhibite all and sindrie his Acta Pebruary
Majesteis lieges and subjects that nane of thame presoome nor take 16%. i
upoun hand to bring within this kingdome nor to vent and puttFel 8% ®
amongs his Majesteis subjects anie of the saids Embden dollours nor the
dollours callit the Orts and halffe Orts, and that nane of his Majesteis
subjects ressave anie of the saids dollours in payment of debts nor

in exchange or wissilling, nor under whatsomever cullour or pretext

under pane of confiscatioun of the same to his Majesteis use, besides

such other panes and punishment as by law may be inflicted upoun
persouns venters, outputters and homebringers of forbiddin and dis-
charged coyne.”

[Sederunt as recorded above.] ?{.:;‘"éﬂ;u
. January
For the better enabling John Grant, apparent of Ballindallach, and his}rﬁoiu, b.
accomplices summoned for trial of the manner of “ the fight betuix the
said Laird of Ballindallache and the lait goodman of Carroun,” the Lords
prorogate their protection to them until 7th February next at night.

Commission under the Signet to James Johnstoun of that Ilk, 1626.90,
Greir of Lag, and the Steward-depute of Annerdaill, jointly and severally, Fol. 188, a.
to direct their own precepts and summon before them at Lochmaben
such persons as shall be given them in roll by Sir John Charters of
Amisfeild and examine them upon the fire-raising which “ some lawlesse
and brokin lymmeris ” have lately made at three several times in this
instant month of January under cloud and silence of night on the lands
of Amisfeild and Tynnell, wherein they have burned twenty-three
houses and the whole corn, insicht and plenishing therein. If they find
any presumptions of guilt in any of the persons examined, they are to
commit them to ward till the further pleasure of the Council concerning
them be known. The others they are to demit. If any of the persons
cited refuse to compear they are to search for, apprehend and ward them
until they be examined, and thereupon to deal with them as above, and
for this purpose they are empowered to use his Majesty's keys. Signed
by S* Andrewes, Monteith, Hadintoun, Mairshall, Wintoun, Linlithgow,
Galloway, and Seafort.

“The quhilk day the Archbishop of St Androis gaif in a roll of suche Sederunts,
noblemenis sonis whose parentis ar suspect to be Popishlie affectit, quhilk Fol. 109, b.
being red and considderit be the Lordis, thay ordane the parentis to be
chargeit to compeir and mak choise of some one of the universityis of St
Androis, Glasgu or Edinburgh for the breiding and instructioun of thair
sonis in the trew groundis of religioun ; and for suche of the parentis as
ar at Courte, as namelie, the Earle of Nithisdaill and Lord Gordoun, that
his Majestie may be intreated to require thame to gif ordour to send thair
childrene ather to St Androis or Edinburgh, thair to be trayned up in the
knoulege of the treuthe ; and ordanis the Earle of Angus to be warnit to
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Thurisday nixt. Lyke as the Earle of Wyntoun, being personalie present,
promeist to bring his sone to Edinburgh the nixt weeke and to present
him to some of the ministeris to be tryed be thame, and the Earle of
Monteith promeist to retene the Lord Gray his sone still in his company
till his fader gif ordour for sending of him to suche on of the universityis
as his Majestie or the Counsall sall direct.”

“The Earlis of Angus and Bugcleugh, the Lordis Yester and Tracquair, The disorders
and Sir Williame Seytoun, yf he be in toun, to be warnit to Thurisday ghine Middle
to gif thair advise anent the satling of the disordouris of the Middle
shyris and discoverie of the stouthis committit thair.”

“ The officiaris of the Cunyee hous and the marcheant tradais gaif in to The circula-
the Counsall thair severall overtouris toucheing the discharge of the R eane
course of base dolouris with least prejudice to the liegeis.”

“The Lordis prorogatis the protectioun grantit to Ballindallach,younger, Ballindalloch.
and his witnessis till Satterday come aught dayis.”

“ CHARLES R., Right trustie and right weilbelovit cousine and coun- Whitehal,
sellour, right trusty and weilbelovit cousines and counsellours, and 16%_"“‘""7
right trustie and weilbelovit counsellours, we greete yow weill &‘mjﬁ‘;‘
Whereas being informed that ane master of a shippe inhabitant anent certain
in Bristo hath of lait takin upoun the coast of Spaine a shippe i,‘;‘:"i;,f;’.‘;? d
quhairin thair ar prohibited goods and diverse letters of advice and that ship which
the samine shippe by distresse of weather is drivin in upoun the Yle of wreckedin the
Orkney we have heereby thought good to require yow that with all con- kneys.
venient diligence yow send up unto us all suche letters of advice as sall
be found into the said shippe and that yow signifie unto our Admirall
there our pleasure heeranent that thairafter he may proceed heerin
according to the lawes of that our kingdome provyded in the lyke cases
and with all that yow caus the maister of the said shippe be used in
suche a kyndelie maner as he may not have just caus to compleane; whiche
recommending to your speciall care we bid yow faireweill. Frome our

Court at Whitehall the 28th day of Januarie 1629.”

Sederunt—S* Andrewes; Monteith, preses ; Mairshall; Wyntoun ; Holyrood
Linlithgow; Roxburgh; Bugcleuche; Lauderdaill; Galloway ;Jamay 1635.
Seafort ; Lorne; Bishop of Dunkeld; Bishop of Dumblane;
Carnegie ; Master of Elphinston ; Clerk of Register ; Advocate ;

Justice Clerk; Sir John Scot.

“ Forsameekill as the Lords of Secreit Counsell having heard, seene, and Ordinance
considderit the act whairby the commissioners nominat be his Majestie 2292t the sub-

for the treatie anent the surrenders and teinds have ordained sub- 'c::::“d Pgn:l;:
commissiouns to be granted to some selected persouns within the severall for sl\:qugdm
presbytereis of this kingdome according to the reports alreadie made or*"* """

to be made frome the severall presbytereis of ths said kingdome anent
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the electioun of the saids subcommissioners for trying of the trew worth AGEJ“]
and rate of the lands and teinds great and small within the saids pres-162. '

bytereis, with the instructiouns conteaning the methode, forme and ordour

February

of thair proceedings, and how they sall carie thameselffes in the executioun Fol. 82 a.

of the saids subcommissiouns, and have ordained the saids subcommis-
sioners who have not alreadie givin thair oath in presence of the saids
commissioners to compeir before the moderator and brethrein of thair
severall presbytereis and thair to accept the saids subcommissiouns and
to give thair oaths for the faithfull discharge of the same; and the saids
Lords finding the saids subcommissiouns and the course and ordour
prescryved thairin be the saids commissioners for the proceedings of the
saids subcommissioners to be formallie, legallie, and weale set doun for
the weale of his Majesteis subjects and for the forderance and advancement
of the good worke whilk his Majestie hes intendit for the universall ease
of his subjects in leading of thair awin teinds; Thairfoir the saids Lords
hes ratified, allowed, approvin and confirmed, and be the tennour of this
present act ratifeis, allowes, approves and confirmes the acts and sub-
commissiouns foresaids past and to be past and exped for the trying of
the saids valuatiouns in all and sindrie points, clauses, articles and heids
conteanit thairin. And whereas this good and necessar worke whilk his
Midjestie so earnestlie affects for the weale of the subjects cannot take the
wished effect unlesse the subcommissioners nominat and elected and to
be nominat and elected conforme to the ordour sett doun in the saids
commissiouns for the severall presbytereis accept that charge concredite
unto thame and carefullie and dewtifullie execute the same conforme to
the trust reposed in thame, Thairfoir the saids Lords ordanis letters to be
direct charging the persouns nominat and elected to be subcommissioners
for the severall presbytereis within this kingdome and who heerafter
sall be nominat and elected to be subcommissioners conforme to the
ordour sett doun in the saids commissiouns and whois names sall be
particularlie insert in the letters to be direct upoun this present act, to
accept the saids subcommissiouns in and upoun thame, and for this
effect that they and everie ane of thame make thair addresse to the severall
presbytereis upoun the first presbyterie day after the charge, and thair in
presence of the moderator and brethrein of the presbyterie to accept the
saids subcommissiouns upoun thame and give thair oath that they sall
execute the same faithfullie and trewlie according to thair knowledge.
And also to command and charge all the saids subcommissioners als weill
these who hes alreadie accepted and givin oath before the saids commis-
sioners as also who sall accept and give oath before the saids presbytereis
to proceid and goe on in the executioun of thair saids subcommissiouns
with all convenient and possible diligence according to the instructiouns
and power givin to thame thairin ; and that they make a report of thair

diligence in executioun of the same upoun the particular dayes respective Fol. 82, b.

mentiouned and conteaned in the saids subcommissiouns under the pane
of rebellioun and puting of thame to the horne, with certificatioun, ete.”
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Complaint by Patrick Grant of Ballindallache, as follows:—In the golymodm
Parliament held at Edinburgh in July 1594 it was ordained that January 1629.
every chief sorner and broken man should be accounted the man and 02‘22’3“(‘;2’.&
servant of the person from whom he has land in tllla.ge or pasturage, or of Ballin-
whom he accompanies at conventions or gatherings, or in whose ground s..}l .?3{’,:“ inst
he is reset and tarries twelve hours with the knowledge of the landlord, g:“:fh‘;i for

when the latter is able to apprehend him, or from whom he has bonds of gfﬁ:tang "
maintenance, and to whom he pays “his calpes and herezelds.” Now of Daltaleis,
James Grant of Daltaleis was on 30th July 1618 put to the horn for promiis seid
not compearing before the Justice to answer for the slaughter of Patrick i o o e
Grant in Lettache, which horning he disregards, and has associated with lands.
himself “a nomber of brokin Hieland men of the Clanrannald, Clangre-
gour, and some others out of Strathspey and Stradoun,” who all go
sorning about the country in arms, and especially against the complainer
and his kin and friends. On  November last the said James Grant came

to his lands of Innererrar, and by way of stouthreaf “reft” from his ten-
ants 120 nolt, 12 horses, 6 mares and 160 sheep. He was the chief
instrument of the troubles between the house of Carroun and the com-
plainer, and of the unhappy slaughters on both sides; and “ he is become
ane opin reaver, sorner and oppressour.” He is “ man, tennent and ser-
vant to Sir Johne Grant of Freuchie; he is a branche of his hous,
dwellis upon his lands, accompaneis him at oasting and hunting, hes his
cheefe and principall dependance upon him, hes his ordinarie and
frequent resset within his bounds and upon his ground, where he hes
oft tymes remained twelffe houres togidder and abone, with the privitie
and knowledge of the said Sir Johne, who wes and is of sufficient power

to have apprehendit him, and who takes upoun him the patrocinie and
defence of the said James and under his assurance the said James goes

in sorning maner athort the countrie,” and therefore the said Laird of
Grant should present the said James Grant to justice. Charge having
been given to the said Laird of Grant, and both pursuer and defender
compearing, the Lords assoilzie the defender because it being alleged
that the said James Grant was in the defender’s bounds gathering his
forces for the “ heirship libellit,” for 48 hours, with his knowledge, he

having been informed thereof by the Baron of Kilmachlie, and his own

uncle, bailie of the bounds, and for probation hereof the matter being
referred to his oath, the defender denied the same.

The Lords, having heard the exceptions proposed by Thomas Kincaid AfPPm*m‘“
of Wareistoun against the baron-bailie of the regality of Brouchtoun try F Thomas
and the clerk of that court, before whom he is summoned to be tried %v‘:m‘:
for the alleged slaughter of Christian Harbert, daughter to the deceased 7ps is acoused

Harbert, and being careful that his trial should be in “that gaugm of
faire and legall maner whiche the 1mportance of the bussines and course Harbert.
of justice in suche a caise requires ” appoint Mr. Robert Learmonth and

Mr. Alexander Persoun, advocates, to be assessors and equal judges in
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the case with the said baron-bailie, and John Learmonth, writer to the mw
Signet, to be clerk to the process. These persons were nominated by 1627-January
the Earl of Roxburgh, heritor of the said barony and regality of Brouch- },‘ﬁf’-m, . |
toun, of his own motive, for the due administration of justice, he being
personally present in the Council.
g:n'::ﬁm” The Lords, being informed of “ the trew and earnest desire of James
Kennedy of Kennedie of Blairquhan to give unto his creditours satisfactioun and !
Blairquhan.  oontentment, ” for enabling him to do so and work his own relief, extend
his protection till 20th February next.
S;’;&m?::w Petition by Josias Stewart of Bonytoun, as follows :.——Upmf their Fol. 166, b.
Josins Stewart Lordships’ former warrant he has been very busy and diligent with his
of Bonnyton. creditors, and has settled with many of them whose debts exceeded
40,000 , and there only remains the drawing up of the securi-
ties. This being done he intends proceeding with the remaining
creditors in the like course, but his protection is almost expired. He
therefore craves a continuation, and this the Lords grant till 20th
February next.
3;3;:&“’ “Ane missive to his Majestie towcheing the insolencyis of Papistis Sederunts,
incresced by the not returne of his Majesteis ansuer and resolutioun of Fol 110, a.
the course to be tane and prosequute aganis thame.”

Hugh Hill. “ Chargeis aganis Hew Hill in West seate of Gartlie for beareing of
hacquebutis and pistollettis.”
Holyrood “ After our verie heartilie commendatiouns. Whereas the differences Royal Letters,

January 1629, betuix Ragwell Bennet of Chesters, on the ane pairt, and Barbara Buck- Fol. 150, b.
Charge to the },51me, spous to Thomas Browne, and Williame Rutherfuird her sonne, on
Bonjedburgh the other pairt, anent the decreit of removing obteaned by the said Fol.151,s.

Tor %;rt{ymtll:: Ragwell aganis thame for removing fra the lands of Ryknow and
ﬂ,?:ﬁ"”“ Abhotsmedow and all other caussis criminall and civill standing betuix
g;g:‘gr‘.,"i . thame ar submitted to yow twa in presence of his Majesteis Counsell and
the one hand, the parteis bound to stand and abide at your deliverance as the submis-
Buckholme  8ioun made to this effect beiris ; and we being carefull that thir maters
;;:;1,,‘:’;,‘};37 be freindlie and peaceablie sattled for eshewing of other inconvenients
her son, on the that may follow thairupoun, these ar thairfoir verie earnestlie to recom-
other. A
Seeante,p.17. Mend the same unto yow and for this effect that yow conveene the
parteis before yow and take notice of the estait of this bussines and of
all the differences and questions betuix thame with the ground and
occasioun of the same and that yow use your best endeavours to bring
these maters to a good and happy conclusioun and to sattle the parteis
in peace and quyetnes ; quhairin yow will doe unto us singular pleasure.
And so committing yow to Gods protectioun, we rest. Halyruidhous,
29 January 1629. Subscribitur, St Andrewes, Monteith, Hadintoun,
Linlithgow, Lauderdaill, Roxburgh.”
oot “Most sacred Soverane, The Erle of Linlithgow, your Majesteis Admirall,
Jaruary 1629. having in the dewtie of his office caused arreist certane Frenshe wynes laitlie

Letter from brought into the port of Leith, there wes a petitioun thereupoun pre-
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g&wm-. ferred unto the Counsell by the merchants, awners of the same, showmg his Majesty

Fol 151, a.

Fol. 151, b,

Acta February

1628-July
629.

that these wynes wer returne of thair stockes which they had lying in p.m.ton of
the Low Countreis and that their factours had sent home these wynes for m&::

furnishing of the countrie at the tyme of your Majesteis muche expected they might be
heerecomming, being with all simplie misled and encouraged to this kynde French wines

of imployment of thair stockes by the exemple of the English who (as ;’:‘5“1‘:’,%,1
they affirme) wer daylie buying and sending over to England greatini :’::t;":f
quantitie of Frenshe wynes which had a free and uncontrolled vent there pmhlhluon.
without challenge or arrestment, in regaird whereof they humblie desired

that they might be licenced without danger to dispose upoun their wynes

to their best advantage ; their petitioun with the reasoun enforcing the

desire thereof being read and heard by the table and we considering the

great loss which the merchants estait hes this long tyme bygane sus-

teanned by the power of the enemie and the interruptioun of trade and

that if your Majestie have allowed anie Frenshe wynes to be imported

into England that your Majestie would never refuse to vouchesafe the

lyke princelie indulgence to your subjects of this kingdome speciallie in

a mater so muche importing the credite and furnishing of the countrie at

this exigent tyme of your Majesteis long wished and expected heere-
comming, beside the benefite that will arise unto your Majestie frome the

imnpost of these wynes, we have upoun these respects suffered the mer-

chants who ar responsall men to make sale of thair wynes and have

taikin thame acted in the bookis of Admiralitie to make the price thereof
furthcumming to your Majestie if so your Majestie sall be pleased in the

strict course of justice to require. Whairanent attending the significa-

tioun of your Majesteis royall will and pleasure we pray God, ete.
Halyruidhous, 29 January 1629. Subscribitur, S* Andrewes, Monteith,
Mairshall, Wintoun, Linlithgow, Roxburgh, Buccleuche, Galloway, Seafort,

Lorne, Arch. Achesoun, S* Thomas Hoip, Hamiltoun, S* George Elphin-

stoun.”

“ Forsameekill as it is understand to the Lords of Privie Counsell that gg&ryod
thair is great appearance of trouble lyke to fall out betuix Sir Johne Jaauary 1629.
Prestoun of Walifeild, on the ane pairt, and Robert Bruce of Blairhall, {hares to Sir
George Bruce of Carnock, and Alexander Bruce, his brother, on the other of Valleyfeld,
pairt, whilk will not faile to produce some inconvenient to the disturbance %{h" nd
and breake of his Majesteis peace without remeid be provydit, Thairfoir i g‘ﬂfm“
the Lords of Secreit Counsell ordanis letters to be direct charging officiars George B: Bruce

of armes to pas and charge both the saids parteis to compeir before the on and ‘Aloxander
saids Lords upoun the thrid day of Februarie nixt to underly suche ordour otﬁ",";“ the
as sall be tane with thame tuicheing the observatioun of his MaJestels tgpafum':n
peace, under the pane of rebellioun, etc., with certificatioun, etc.; and in the 3rd of

the meane tyme to command and charge both the saids parteis to observe February, and
his Majesteis peace and to keepe good rule and quyetnesse ane with k*)!;.‘;';.
another, and that nane of thame presoome nor take upoun hand to invade peace.

nor persew ane another for whatsomever deid, caus or occasioun, everie ane
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of thame under the pane of ten thowsand merkes, with certificatioun bofecz';}ebmq
thame and they failyie that they sall be decerned to have incurred and 162 i
to incurre the said pane, and letters and executorialls sall be direct ol & ®
charging thame to make payment thairof to his Majesteis Thesaurar,
Deputie Thesaurar, and ressavers of his Majesteis rents in forme as
effeirs.”
gg&mgo " Commission under the Signet to Sir James Campbell of Lawers, Sir Commisions,
January 1629, Alexander Menzeis of that Ilk, Alexander Menzeis, his son, Mr. William Fol. 188, b.
Commission to Murrey of Auchtertyre, Sheriff depute of Perth, Henry Ardoche of
Campbell of , David Ardoch of Wester Over Lednoch, John Drummond of
f,a';:.“,j,“:‘,‘ Drummonernach, or any three of them, the said Laird of Lawers being

'{i’.%';nn:;bi:j’ one, as justices, to hold courts and try John Dow Moir M°Connochie, a

a notorious  common and notorious thief, who on last was apprehended by the
’ said Sir James Campbell of Lawers “with a fang of some stollin
hors ” and was warded by him in , where he now is. Signed by
Monteith, Hadintoun, Wintoun, Linlithgow, Buccleuche, Seafort, and

Lorne.

Gommission to  Commission under the Signet to Alexander Lindsay of Barrass, David Fol. 189, a.
m ::d Lindsey of Balgais, James Stirline of Brekie, John Ogilvie of Pitmowes,
others to con- James Caddell of Aslowne, David Barclay of Mathers, Mr. Alexander
mﬁ Keith of Phesdo, and John Ogilvie, bailie of Montrose, jointly and
&;&eﬁziﬁr severally, to convocate the lieges in arms, and search for, apprehend and
of Drumtochy, present before the Council Sir George Keith of Drumtokie, who on 26th
powatthe  TJune instant (sic) was put to the horn at the instance of Robert Keith
of Brydiestoun as Master, and William Lawsoun, tenant and occupier of
his lands of Powburne, and also of Sir Thomas Hoip of Craighall, knight-
baronet, King’s Advocate, for his Majesty's interest, for failing to find
caution acted in the Books of Adjournal to compear before the Justice
and his deputes on 6th February next and answer for pursuing and
invading the said Robert Keith and William Lawsoun with hagbuts and

pistols. Signed as above, with the addition of “ Mairshall.”

Holyrood Decreta,
Houso, 3st, [No record of Sederunt.] Noverier
January 1629. 1627-January

Cantion by . The which day compeared personally John Thomson in Rutherglen 88}!'3?'1,67, a

ifn R‘gfilﬁ?‘rslen cautioner for William Watsoun in Titwood ; James Millar in Cathkin for
Watsonin  James Millar, maltman in Busbie; George Parke in Cassiltoun for

?&:ﬁ&““" James Millar in Cathkin; John Clerk in Flemingtoun for John Peirie,
:;he;u‘;iﬁh:;n_ maltman in Nuike ; the said George Parke for John Young in Cassiltoun ;
form them-  the said James Millar in Cathkin for George Parke in Cassiltoun; John
solves tothe Jamesoun in Meikle Govane for John Maxwell there; the said John

:’;::g:l‘_‘fof Maxwell for the said John Jamesoun; the said John Peirie for John
Linlithgow.  Clerk in Flemingtoun; and the said John Clerk for Robert Hamiltoun
in Cambuslang, that they will “conforme thameselffes to the Act of

Parliament and standard of Linlithgow in ressaving and delyvering of
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thair victuall, and that they sall use no other metts and measures” but
such as are conform thereto, each in the penalty of £100, toties
quoties.!

The Minute Book of Processes gives the following memoranda collec-
tively for the month of January 1629.

Complent for weiring of hagbuttis and ryott: Kennedie of Culzean
against Maxwell, messinger.

Ratificatioun be the Counsell of ane commissioun be the Earll of
Monteith, Lord Justice, to the shireff of Dumbartoun and uthers for
tryell of Jonet Boyd, witch.

Letters: Williame Ritchardsone, sone to the Laird of Smeitoun,
against the Lord and Master of Herries, rebellis, to appeir before the
Counsell, with certificatioun.

Protectione for Sir George Ogilvie of Bamff.

Complent, Ryott: Auchinleck against Bisset.

Complent, Ryott and Oppressioun: Hart against Hart.

Ryott and Oppressioun: Mathiesone against Dick.

Letters for citting Ogilvie of Bamff and his complices on the ane
part and the relict and freinds of James Ogilvie of Podula for cleiring
the slauchter of the said James.

Ryott: Irving of Foderat against Keith of Balmuire.

Ryott : Somervaill against Galbraith.

Suplicatioun : Patrick Eleis and uther merchands in Edinburgh for
lowsing of the Admiralls arreistment laid upoun certaine wynes brocht
home.

Petitione: Hew Fergussone for his releiff out of prisone.

Protectione for Donald Urquhart and utheris who wer summond
to beir witnes.

Proces of hamsucken, ryott and wrongous imprisonement: James
Broun against George Prestoun, sone to the Laird of Valeyfeild, and
utheris.

Petitione for Alexander Drumond imprisoned for witcheraft for ane
aliement.

Oppressioun : the fischeris of the Pott against David Harrow at
the Brig of Die.

Letters: the magistratis of Rutherglen againest Williame Neillsone
and utheris within the Nether Waird of Clidsdaill to buy and receave
from them the mettis and measours conforme to the standard of
Linlithgow.

Prorogatioun of ane protectione for John Stewart of Bonytoun.

Complent : the maltmen in Glasgow against John Ogloth and utheris

t Regarding the * firlot of Linlithgow ” see ante, Vol. XI., p. cvii.
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within the shireffdome of Lanrick for not conformeing themselffis to the Minute Book,
standard measour of Lithgow. Fol. 85, b.
Protectione prorogat for Kennedie of Balquhan.
Bill: Thomas Kincaid of Wairiestoun craveing that he micht be
judged by the Justice and not by the barrone bailyie of Bruchtoun for
ane aledgit murthour.
Suplicatioun for Johne Blair, procuratour in Edinburgh, for his releiff
furth of prisone.

Holyrood Sederunt—Treasurer ; Monteth, prises; Privy Seal; Bugcleuche ; Acta February
ouse, 3rd A R 1628-July
February 1629. Galloway ; Seafort; Bishop of Dumblane ; Lord Areskine ; Lord162.

Tracquair; Sir Archibald Acheson, Secretary; Clerk of ol 8
Register ; Advocate ; Justice Clerk ; Sir John Scot.

mot::“ “The commissioners for the dioceis of Aberdeene and Murrey
for the dioceses compeirand before the Lords of Secreit Counsell reported the
of “’""d“;“ charges and letters aganis the Marquesof Huntlie and the wrytters of the
snentthe ~  pasquillis with the executions and indorsatiouns thairof, and exhibite to
Hantly 1 g:d‘ the saids Lords thair greevances in writt bearing the insolenceis of
the Papistsof popists and thair opin professioun and exercise of thair idolatrous
diocenee. religioun togidder with thair overtures for remeiding and compescing of
the same. The Lords ordanis the greevances to be sent up to his
Majestie and to show his Majestie that the Counsell can doe no more
bot sentence the parteis compleanit upoun by ordaining thame to be
denunced rebellis and putt to the horne, and that the power of execu-
tioun, which is the mayne point of the service, depends upoun the
willingnesse and dewtie of the Marques, that he must onlie be burdenned
with the performance thairof, or otherwayes that his Majestie may
resolve upoun some other meanes that may be als powerfull and
effectuall for doing of the service.”
Fhbuecivet “ Anent our Soverane Lords letters direct makand mentioun, Forsa- Fol. 8, a.
g:n%;rgeui; ofmeekill as it is understand to the Lords of Secrei Counsell that the
to the horn for persouns particularlie underwrittin ; they ar to say, M* Robert Bissat
failing to of Lessindrum, baillie of Strabogie, Alexander Gordoun of Drumquhaill,

present before

:gmulgzﬂim chamberlane of Strabogie, Patrik Gordoun of Tillisoule, Johne
for whom he is Gordoun in Littill Mylne of Rathven, Adame Smith, chamberlane of the
responsible. Einzie, Barbara Law, his spouse, Robert Gordoun in Haddo, Margaret
Gordoun, goodwyffe of Cormellat, Malcolme Laing in Gulburne, and Mr
Adame Strauchane, chamberlane to the Lord of Aboyne, ar not
onelie excommunicat be the ordours of the Kirk for not conforming
thameselffes to the trew religioun presentlie profest within this king-
dome, bot they ar denunced rebellis and putt to the horne for that caus
and for dissobedience to the High Commissioun of the Kirk, as the
sentence of excommunicatioun and letters of horning used and execute
aganis thame at lenth beiris, under the whilk fearefull sentence of
excommunicatioun and processe of horne foresaid they have proudlie
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and contempnandlie remained sensyne as they doe yitt unrelaxt, takand
no regaird of the said sentence and horning, bot haunts, frequents, and
repaires publictlie and avowedlie in all pairts of the countrie as if they
wer good and lawfull subjects, lykeas they ar houshold men, tennents
and servants to George, Marqueis of Huntlie, dwellis upoun his lands,
ar officiars, chamberlans, and bailleis unto him, and suche persouns as
he aucht and sould be answerable for be the lawes of this kingdome, and
by the connivence and protectioun whilk they have under him they ar
encouraged to continew in thair rebellioun and erroneous opiniouns to the
high contempt of his Majesteis auctoritie and lawes. And anent the
charge givin to the said Marqueis of Huntlie as maister and landislord
to the excommunicat rebellis abonewrittin to have tane and apprehendit
thame and to have send thame to the Lords of his Majesteis Privie Counsell
upoun this present thrid day of Februar instant, to the intent ordour
might be tane with thame for thair dissobedience as accords, under the
pane of rebellioun and putting of him to the horne, with certificatioun
to him and he failyied letters sould be direct simpliciter to putt him
thairto, lykeas at mair lenth is conteanit in the saids letters, executiouns
and indorsatiouns thairof : Quhilks being callit and the said Marqueis of
Huntlie compeirand be Williame Gordoun of Knockaspeck, his depute of
the shirefdome of Aberdene, and M* William Guild and Mr Alexander
Ros, commissioners for the diocie of Aberdene, being lykewayes personallie
present, it wes answered be the said Shireff deput that before the charges
wer execute aganis the said Marqueis for exhibitioun of the persouns
abonewrittin and for searching and seeking of Jesuits and others
excommunicat Papists within the said shirefdome specified and conteanit
in the several directiouns givin unto him that the copeis of the saids
haill letters and directiouns wer disperst and- made knowin to all these
whome it concerned whilk made thame to eshew, and that the tyme wes
so short and the weather unseasonable that the Marqueis himselffe
in persoun could not execute the same, and that he directed the said
shireff depute to make searche for the saids whole persouns conteanit in
the saids severall directiouns, bot they had all escaped before he received
the warrands for thair apprehensioun. And tuicheing the chamberlans
and bailleis whome he wes chargit to remove frome these his offices
he declared that the chamberlans wer debtfull to the Marqueis in great
sowmes of money and thairfoir he craved a competent tyme to be
assigned unto him that he might fitt his compts with his chamberlans
and that than he would doe thairin as the saids Lords sould injoyne.
Quhairunto it wes replyed be the saids commissioners that the diligence
used be the said shireff depute was but cullourable and a ludifeing of
the Counsell, seing how ever the rebellis and excommunicats have made
a show of flight, yitt they ever returned to thair awin houses at night
and that thair abode and residence wes als publict and avowed at thair
awin houses and in the countrie as at anie tyme before. ~Quhbilk answere
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and reply being heard and considderit be the saids Lords and they being
thairwith weill advised, the Lords of Secreit Counsell finds and declaires

that the said Marqueis of Huntlie hes done no diligence in the directiouns Fol

and charges committit unto him and that thair is no lawfull diligence
to be expected, and thairfoir the saids Lords ordanis letters to be direct
charging officiars of armes to pas to the mercat croces of Aberdene and
others places needfull, and thair to denunce the said Marqueis of Huntlie
his Majesteis rebell and to putt him to the horne and to escheate, ete.;
and ordanis that no suspensioun sall be granted to the said Marques bot
in presence of the Counsell.”
Ordinance “ Anent our Soverane Lords letters raised at the instance of Sir
officers of arms Thomas Hoip of Craighall, knight baronnet, his Majesteis Advocat for
ae:i:hﬁiﬁ';flﬁs Majesteis interesse, makand mentioun that whair M® Alexander
Aberdeen f . Trwing, burges of Aberdene, Thomas Meinzeis of Balgownie, M* Robert
surrender thelr
landsand  Bissat of Lessindrum, Johne Gordoun of Craig, James Forbes of Black-
mg;'::}” toun, Thomas Cheyne of Raynistoun, Williame Seatoun of Blair, Alexander
forfeiture.  GGordoun of Tulligreg, Patrik Gordoun of Tullisoule, and Margaret
Gordoun, goodwyffe of Cormellat, are not onelie excommunicat be the
ordinar censures of the Kirk for not conforming thameselffes to the trew
religioun presentlie profest within this kingdome bot thairwithall they
ar denunced his Majesteis rebellis and putt to the horne for that caus
and for thair dissobedience to the High Commissioun of the Kirk, as
the sentence of excommunicatioun and letters of horning execute,
indorsat and registrat aganis thame beiris, under the processe whairof
they have most proudlie and contemptnandlie remained sensyne since
the tymes respective of thair excommunicatioun and denunciatioun as
they doe yitt unrelaxt, takand no regaird of the said fearefull sentence
and horning following thairupoun, bot haunts, frequents, and repaires
publictlie and avowedlie in all pairts of the countrie where the necessitie
of thair adoes invites thame and injoyes the possessioun of thair awin
livings and houses and keepes thair houses as starting holes and houses
of refuge to Jesuits, seminarie preests, excommunicat and traffiquing
papists, where conventicles and meetings ar keeped of nombers of people
Popishlie affected and exercise used of thair false religioun to the high
and proud contempt of his Majesteis auctoritie and lawes. And anent
the charge givin to the saids M* Alexander Jrwing, Thomas Meinzeis,
Mr Robert Bissat, Johne Gordoun, James Forbes, Thomas Cheyne,
Williame Seatoun, Alexander Gordoun, Patrik Gordoun, and Margaret
Gordoun, to have compeired personallie before the Lords of Privie
Counsell this present thrid day of Februarie instant to have seene letters
direct charging thame, and all havers, keepers and deteanners of thair
castellis, towres, mannour places, and fortalices respective to rander
and delyver the same to the officers, executers of the saids letters, and to
remove thameselffes and thair servants furth thairof within twentie foure
houres nixt after the charge under the pane of treasoun, or ellis to show
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to thame and they failyied the saids Lords would decerne the saids
letters of treasoun to be direct aganis thame in maner and to the effect
foresaid, lykeas at mair lenth is conteanit in the saids letters, executiouns
and indorsatiouns thairof. Quhilks being callit and his Majesteis said
Advocat compeirand personallie, and the saids defenders being oft tymes
callit and not compeirand, the T.ords of Secreit Counsell hes thairfoir
ordained and ordaines letters to be direct charging officiars of armes to
pas and in his Majesteis name and auctoritie to command and charge
the persouns foirsaids and all havers, keepers, and deteanners of thair
castellis, towres, mannour places and fortalices respective to rander and
delyver the same to the saids officiars, executers of the saids letters, and
to remove thameselffes and servants furth thairof within twentie foure
houres nixt after the charge under the pane of treasoun, with certifica-
tioun to thame and they failyie that they sall be repute, haldin and
demained as tratouris and the processe and doome of forefaltour sall be
led and deduced aganis thame conforme to the lawes of this realme.”

“ Anent our Soverane Lords letters direct makand mentioun, Forsa- Ordinance
meekill as there hes beene manie good Acts of Parliament made be hisletters :f horn-
Majesteis noble and worthie progenitours aganis the authors and givers ’m
out of slaunders and untrew calumneis aganis his Majestie his Counsell 4gainst Mr.

exander
and proceedings, to the dishonnour and prejudice of his Majestie his Imng, burgess
parents and progenitours, crowne and estait, and aganis the authors of o & ooraean,

and others who
slanderous speeches and writts whereby they ar ordained to be severelie mﬂm
punished in maner specified in the said Acts as the samine at lenth written certain
beiris, Notwithstanding whairof it is of truthe that of lait there hes mnﬁ}:ﬁ:
beene two infamous pasquills writtin and directed the ane thairof to f“,ﬂ:gn{"thm
the provest of Aberdene, and the other affixt on the kirk doore of Aber- "1"060"“;‘;'10“
dene and printed, both conteanning treasonable warnings and predic- the day
tiouns of the change of state and religioun within twa yeeres, besides atgg';‘:mf
nomber of invective and railing speeches aganis the professours of the ance.
trew religioun and ministers of the burgh of Aberdene, quhilks twa
pasquills and infamous libellis hes beene writtin and devised by Mr
Alexander Irwing, burges of Aberdene, M* George Andersoun, advocat
there, M George Paip, M* Gilbert Paip, M* Thomas Blakhall, sonne
to Williame Blakhall of Ley, Thomas Meinzeis of Balgownie, Robert
Irwing, burges of Aberdene, Alexander Leslie, brother to the Laird of
Pitcaple, and Francis Leslie, brother to George Leslie, callit the Caputian,
and Hercules Guthrie, chirurgiane in Aberdene, and they, at the least,
ane or other of thame hes beene upoun the counsell of the wrytting,
printing, affixing, and delyverie of the saids pasquills, for the whilk they
aucht to be censured and punished, to the terrour of others to committ
the lyke. And anent the charge givin to the saids M® Alexander
Irwing, Mr George Andersoun, Mr™ George and Gilbert Paips, M*

Thomas Blakhall, Thomas Meinzeis, Robert Irwing, Alexander Leslie, '
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Francis Leslie, and Hercules Guthrie to have compeired personallie m:rwy
before the Lords of Privie Counsell this present thrid day of Februarieie2s, -
instant to have answered to the premises and to have underlyin suche ¥ou 8
tryell and censure thereanent as the saids Lords sould thinke meete
under the pane of rebellioun and putting of thame to the horne,
with certificatioun to thame and they failyied letters sould be direct
simpliciter to putt thame thairto lykeas at mair lenth is conteanit
in the saids letters, executiouns and indorsations thairof, Quhilks being
callit and Sir Thomas Hoip of Craighall, knight baronnet, his Majesteis
Advocat, compeirand personallie for his Majesteis interesse, and the
saids M® George Andersoun, M* George Paip, M* Gilbert Paip, Mr
Thomas Blackhall being lykewayes personallie present and the remanent
defenders foresaids being oft tymes callit and not compeirand, the
reasouns and allegatiouns of the parties present being heard and con-
sidderit be the saids Lords and they rypelie advised thairwith, the
Lords of Secreit Counsell assoilzeis simpliciter the saids M* Geo
Andersoun, M* George and Gilbert Paip and Mr Thomas Blakhall fra this
persute and complaint and fra the haill points, clauses and articles
conteanit thairin and decernis thame quyte thairfra in all tyme comming ;
Becaus the said persewer having ‘instead of all other probatioun referred
the said complaint simpliciter to the oath of veritie of the saids defenders
compeirand and they being personallie present and deepelie sworne thair-
upoun, they denied the said complaint to be of veritie as wes cleerelie
understand to the saids Lords. For the quhilk caus the saids Lords
hes assoilyied and assoilyeis thame in maner foresaid. And the saids
Lords ordanis letters to be direct charging officiars of armes to pas and
denunce the saids M* Alexander Irwing, Thomas Meinzeis of Balgownie,
Robert Irwing, Alexander Leslie, Hercules Guthrie and Francis Leslie
‘rebellis and put thame to the horne, and to escheit, etc.”
gdy"’%d - Commission under the Signet to Mr. James Williamsone, provost of Commissions,
February 1629. Peiblis, Alexander Mure, and Patrick Thomsone, bailies, Sir Archibald Fol. 189, b.
g‘m"}“"’” t“’Murra,y of Darnhall, knight, James Hamiltoun of Kolcott, John Burnet,

r. James

Williamsen,  younger of Barnes, and Mr. James Lausone of Harquess, or any four of
rovost o

eebles, and them, as justices, to hold courts and try Kathrene Young, spouse of
others to try

Katherine . Alexander Peacok in Pirne, Marion Grige, spouse to James Scott in
oYtg:?g f‘g]{d Scottistoun, and Isobel Rutherfurde, alias Grahame, vagabond, who have
witcheratt.  been long suspected of witcheraft, &c. Signed by Menteith, Hadintoun,
Bugcleugh, Galloway, Seafort, and Tracquair
'5:; Spanish “ Ane letter frome his Majestie concerning the Spanishe ship tane be*’%gmnt-s
Seeante,p.21. & 8hip of Birsto and by distres of wedder drivin upoun the coast:Fol. 110, b
Ordanis the Admirall deputis to be warnit to Thurisday that directioun
may be gevin to thame towcheing the said ship and writtis being in
hir.”
Papists. “ A missive concerning Papistis and the executioun of the lawis made
in that behalff.”
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“ That the magistrats of Abirdene be charged to ansuer upoun thair Ab'rdeen

ressett and mtaercommoumng with excommunicat rebellis.” an, exeom

“ Chargeis aganis the Shireff of Murray for reporting ane accompt of Zpticated
his diligence in the executioun of the commissioun grantit to him aganis,y o .o
Jesuits, seminarie preistis, and excommunicat rebellis upoun the last Mom{l and
Counsell day of Marche with certificatioun of horning, and that a new
commissioun be past to this effect.”

“ The Shireff of Forfar be Mr Williame who gaif in the 'I{,'::ffrh"ﬂﬂ of
commissioun for the Parliament.”

“ A missive to the Shireff of Dumbartane to mak a new electioun of Sheriff of

commissioneris for the Parliament yf the personis alreddie chosin be not and election of

his Majesteis vassallis.” %‘;ﬂﬁ?ﬁ
“ Assignis to the Shireff of Lanerk the xvij of Marche betuix and the gy .. of
whilk he sould reporte the commissioun for the Parliament.” Lanark and
“ Continewis the Erle of Seafortis patent to Thurisday and ordanis t;heTh Eal of
pairtyis to haif in reddynes qubat thay will say that day.” Seaforth's
“ That letters be direct to denunce the shireffis who hes not produceit P*%*"*
the commissiouns for the Parliament.” Sheriffs and

“ Most sacred Soverane, By your Majesteis letter of the 23 of January ;:l;lol:-mf:;t'
last we have understood to our unspeekable comfort your Majesteis godlie
zeale and constant resolutioun to mainteane in puritie the trew religioun E,,},’m;‘,d
and to punishe the contrarie professours, for which (as in dewtie boundin) f:bm"y 1629.

tterfrom the

we pray God to blesse your Majestie frome above and to prolong your Council to his
dayes heere upoun earth for the confort of his Church and the quyet of &:’ﬁ&“::‘?,
the estait. This day being appointed to the Marqueis of Huntlie to have H““ﬂ}' * Vho
givin ane accompt of his diligence in the executioun of these warrands o execuw his
grantit unto him as shireff, landslord, and maister, for apprehending of pos; ing T
certane Jesuits, seminarie preists and excommunicat rebellis resorting in P gg:‘;::‘;
his bounds, dwelling upoun his lands and beiring publict charge and office ret:fonslble,
under him, he compeired be Williame Gordoun, his shireff depute of his Ma,esty to
Abirdein, whois sclender excuse and verball report being heard and2PPoict Laarh
considderit be the table, togidder with the informatioun of the commis- give offect to
sioners frome the clergie of the dioceis of Aberdein and Murrey tuicheing
the truthe of the Marqueis his cariage in that service, it wes foundin be
the voices of the haill table that his behaviour and proceedings thairin
wes altogidder elusorie and that he had done no kynde of diligence,
nather wes thair anie probabilitie or likliehood that he would performe
the same, for the which his contempt and carelesse neglecte of his dewtie
in this so important a bussines he is ordained to be denunced your
Majesteis rebell, and that no suspensioun be grantit thereof bot in presence
of a full nomber of the Counsell.

“ By these new greevances heerewith sent up to your Majestie and by
a letter direct frome the Bishop of Murrey to the Erle of Monteith,
President of your Majesteis Counsell, your Majestie may perceave the
insufferable insolencies of the papists in the north, to quhat a fearfull

VOL. IIIL. o
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hight of arrogancie and pryde they ar now growin, and how and upoun %allaﬂm
quhat grounds thair confidence is upboldin, with the particulars quhairof FoL 131, b.
being loath to trouble your Majestie we will remitt the relatioun thairof

to suche of our nomber as ar now upoun thair addresse to your royall

Court, who ar weill acquainted and wer present and assisted us in all

our proceedings in that bussines. The service is great and the reall
executioun thairof will muche import the establishement of religioun and

peace of the countrie ; the Counsell can doe no more bot sentence

the transgressours, the executioun of the law must be performed by your
Majesteis shireffs and officers to whois charge it belonges ; wherein,
becaus we perceave a great defect ather of power or willingnesse in the

most pairt of thame, we will humblie beseeke your Majestie (if so your
Majestie sall be pleased to hearken to our former overture concerning a
lieutennent) that your Majestie would make choise of some eminent
persoun, sound in religioun and aganis whome thair is no suspicioun that

for byrespects he may be misled to favour those aganis quhom he sall be Fol. 152, &
armed with your Majesteis auctoritie. = Quhairanent attending the
significatioun of your Majesteis royall pleasure, quhairunto we sall con-

forme our selffes with that faithfull and humble obedience which
becometh, we rest, etc. Halyruidhous 3 February 1629. Subscribitur,

Mar, Hadintoun, Mairshall, Wintoun, Galloway, Seafort, Ad. B. of
Dumblane, Hamiltoun, S. G. Elphinstoun, Scottistarvett, James Baillie.”

Polyroad Sederunt—Treasurer; Privy Seal; Mairshall; Wyntoun; Galloway ; Acts Februsey
February 1629, Seafort ; Bishop of Dumblane; Clerk of Register; Justiceie. o

Clerk; Sir John Scot; Sir James Baillie. Fol. 8, &

GeorSAndor “ Anent the complaint made to the Lords of Secreit Counsell be the
::'kbe;io:n, Moderator and brethrein of the presbyterie of Aberdene makand mentioun

ﬂ%ﬁ“&"{h? that whair albeit the saying and hearing of messe and ressetting of
horn for failing Jesuits and seminarie preists be verie straitlie prohlbxte and dischargit

befors the  be the lawes of this kingdome, notwithstanding it is of truthe that Mr

m":‘o'}“ e George Andersoun, advocat in Aberdene, M™ George and Gilbert Paips,
b:‘;g;"‘"’d burgesses of Aberdene, ar ordinarie hearers of messe and ressetters of
Jesuits, haunts and resorts with thame at all occasiouns, convoyes thame
frome place to place throughout the haill bounds of the shirefdome of
Aberdene and other pairts of the countrie as they have the occasioun, to
the effect they may seduce and corrupt his Majesteis good subjects in
thair religioun and allegeance with thair erroneous opiniouns; and in
speciall upoun the 25 day of Marche 1627 yeeres, being Pasche day,
they avowedlie resorted to the hous of Williame Laing, burges of Aber-
dene, to the hearing of thair idolatrous messe, and at diverse and sindrie
other tymes sensyne they have had both quyet and publict resort to the
hous of Mr Alexander Irwing, burges of Aberdene, where they have
heard messes and uthers Popish exercises made unto thame be divers
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mm:}lmry Jesuits and seminarie preests, behaving thameselffes heerin as though
they wer nather subject to his Majesteis lawes nor the trew religioun
presentlie professed within this kingdome and discipline of the Kirk, to
the disgrace of his Majesteis governement, offence of God, and scandall of
the Kirk. And anent the charge givin to the saids M* George Andersoun,
M~ George and Gilbert Paips, to have compeired personallie before the
Lords of Privie Counsell this present fyft day of Februarie instant to
have answered to the premisses and to have heard and seene suche ordour
tane thereanent as the saids Lords sould think expedient under the pane
of rebellioun and putting of thame to the hcrne, with certificatioun to
thame and they failyied letters sould be direct simpliciter to putt thame
thairto, lykeas at mair lenth is conteanit in the sail complaint, execu-
tiouns and indorsatiouns thaicof ; quhilks being callit and the saids per-
sewers compeirand be M* Williame Guild and Mr Alexander Ros,
commissioners for the diocie of Aberdene, and the saids defenders being
oft tymes callit and not compeirand, the Lords of Secreit Counsell ordanis
letters to be direct charging officiars of armes to pas and in his Majesteis
name and auctoritie denunce the saids M™ George Andersoun, George and
Gilbert Paips, our Soverane Lords rebellis, and putt thame to the horne
and to escheate.”

“ The whilk day the missive letter underwrittin signed be the Kings {ﬁz fmmw
Majestie and direct to the Lords of Secreit Counsell wes presented unto the Co\J:x:ctxy]
thame, of the whilk the tennour followes :—CHARLES R., Right trustie ;';;n::t:h:. the
and weilbelovit cousine and counsellour, right trustie and weilbelovit North.
cousines and counsellours, and trustie and weilbelovit counsellours, we
greete yow weill. Having receaved your letter concerning the insolent
behaviour of some Papists in the north and your care for remedie thairof
for whiche we give yow hearti: thanks, as we are sorie that our lenitie
with thame sould have produced no better effects, so we doe think that
the clergie having had the care due to their charge and our lawes having
beene putt in executioun against suche insolent persouns these disordours
might easilie have beene prevented before they had come to suche a
hight. Whairfoir to prevent the lyke disordour in tyme comming, our
pleasure is that after dew tryell taikin of the insolenceis of the saids
persouns yow punishe the committars thairof conforme to our lawes as
the nature of thair offence sall require, and if anie shireff or officiar
whatsomever sall neglect the doing of that whiche he hath in charge
frome yow thereanent, as doeth belong unto his place, we sall upoun
advertisement frome yow give such further ordour as we sall thinke most
convenient for the good of the Churche and peace of that our kingdome
both for apprehending and punishing of the committers of suche
insolenceis and for order taking with suche magistrats and officiars as
sall be found to have neglected thair charge thairin. And so, wishing
yow to continew your care heerin and to advertise us frome tyme to tyme
as yow sall finde occasioun, we bid yow fareweill. Frome our Court at
Whitehall the 23 of Januarie 1629.”

Fol. 85. a.

Fol. 85, b,
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m tothe  “ Forsameekle as it is understand to the Lords of his Majesteis Privie Act- F;lhmry

Huntly ad  Counsell that James Grant in Daltaleis wes upoun the penult day of 1629, "7

:'hp:‘;'hf,‘,’,d July 1618 yeeres denunced his Majesteis rebell and putt to theTol &b
RS G“-“ horne for not compeiring before his Majesteis Justice and his deputs at

at f.be horn fora certane day bygane to have underlyne the law for the slaughter of

.‘,‘," p".':,‘.'.g.':“” umquhile Patrik Grant in Lettache committit be him in maner and at

&’:&fcl‘;_ the tyme specifeit in the criminall letters raised thereanent, as the samine
dewlie execute,' indorsat and registrat aganis him beiris, at the processe
whairof the said James hes most proudlie and contempnandlie remained
since the tyme foresaid of his denunciatioun as he does yitt unrelaxt,
and to the forder contempt of justice he hes associat unto himselffe a
nomber of brokin Hieland men of the Clanrannald, Clangregour, and
others nefarious malefactors out of Strathspey and Stradoun and with
thir lawlesse lymmars armed with unlawfull weapouns he goes athort
the countrie committing opin stouthes, heirships, sorning, and depreda-
tiouns in all pairts of the countrie and upoun all his Majesteis good
subjects where he may be maister, especiallie upoun the kin and freinds
of Patrik Grant of Ballindallach, and hes now in end debordit in suche
ane excesse of unsufferable villanie that he hes takin a direct banner
aganis his Majesteis auctoritie, carying himselffe in all his actions as if
he wer not subject to law nor justice, and as if his Majesteis royall
arme wer not able to overtake him ; and in thir his lawlesse and insolent
proceedings he is strenthenned and emboldenned by the countenance and
ressett whilk he finds in the countrie, whereby all the warrands and
commissions direct furth aganis him ar made ineffectuall and.voide ;
whiche being a mater of most pernicious preparative and whiche con-
cernes his Majesty in honnour and justice, to give ordour for appre- Fol. 86, a.
hending of this avowed rebell and making him lyable to the course of
justice, Thairfoir the Lords of Secreit Counsell ordanis letters to be
direct charging George, Marques of Huntlie, Johne, Earle of Mar,
George, Lord Gordoun, Sir Alexander Gordoun of Clunie, Grant
of Glenmorestoun, Robert Inneis of Balvenie, Grant, Tutour of
Carroun, Margaret Sinclair, relict of the goodman of Carroun, Johne Dum-
breck of Urtane, and Sir John Grant of Freuchie, within whois bounds
the said James Grant, rebell, ordinarilie resorts and hes his cheefe
ressett and maintenance; lykeas the saids Lords gives and grants full
power, warrand and commissioun unto thame and everie ane of thame
respective and to thair baillies within thair awin bounds, to pas, searche,
seeke and take the said James Grant, rebell, whair ever he may be appre-
hendit, and to putt him in sure firmance and captivitie till he be
exhibite to his tryell, and for this effect that they give strait command,
warrand, and directioun, everie ane of thame to thair awin men, tennents
and servants, and caus intimatioun to be made to thame thairof at thair
parish church upoun a Sonday in tyme of Divine service that their saids

1 See Index to immediately preceding volunie of the Register, under Patrick Grant.
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i{;;_‘l;am tennents nor nane of thame ressett nor supplee the said rebell nor
16%. furnishe unto him meate, drinke nor anie other thing confortable unto
Fol 8% him, bot if he sall happin to come in thair obedience or that they know of
his lurking and residence therein that they notifie the same unto their
maisters and landslords with all possible diligence, raise the countrie and
persew the rebell and his complices with all kynde of hostilitie: Lykeas
the saids Lords exoners and discharges the commissioners foresaids, thair
men, tennents and servants and others assisting thame in the executioun
of this commissioun of all cryme and pane that may be impute unto
thame or whiche they may underly upoun occasioun of the persute of
the said rebell and his complices and freethes and releeves thame thairof
for ever: Commanding heereby all and sindrie his Majesteis heges and
subjects to ryse, concurre, fortifie and assist the said commissioners
everie one of thame within thair awin bounds in the executioun of this
commissioun and to use thair best care and diligence for the discoverie
and apprehending of the said rebell and exhibitioun of him to justice
as they will answere upoun thair dissobedience at thair highest charge
and perrell, certifeing all the saids maisters and landslords if they sall be
found remisse and negligent in the carefull executioun of that which is
heerby committit to thair charge, or that they sall ather neglect the
service or give connivence and oversight to the said rebell to continew
in his rebellioun, that they sall be callit thairupoun to thair answere,
and upoun tryell of thair slacke and undewtifull behaviour in this so
important a bussynes that they sall be punished in thair persons and
goods according to the lawes and Acts of Parliament made in that

behalffe.”

“Forsameekle as in the moneth of under silence of night there Recommenda.
hes fallin out by the unsearcheable providence of the Almightie God, lieges to con-
whilk by no humane witt nor foresight could be prevented, suche ane ,.eh,'}":prﬁh,:d
fearefull, suddane and unexpected accident, lyke ane thunderclap, upoun i’;g“l",’:‘::;

the lands of Powes and Powmylne perteaming to David Rollock of others, whoss

Fol 8,b.  Powes, and Robert Johnestoun of Powmylne and upoun the lands per- been ruined by
teaning to Patrik Bruce of Corsebruike and Thomas Bruce of Woodsyde :h;;kgll’n“g.“
that the lyke wes never heard of in anie kingdome or age, in so farre as
ane great and large mosse of the thicknesse of ane speir hes beene drivin
by the force and violence of wind and water fra the firme ground and
bounds where frome all begining it unmoveablie stood to the lands of
Powes and Powmylne and others lands of the persouns foresaids distant
thairfra be the space of , and hes overflowed and covered the
saids whole lands and hes tane ane solide, firme, and sattled stand there-
on, hes overturned the whole houses for the most pairt of the saids
lands, so that twentie famileis wer constrayned for lyffe and deid
and with the extreme hazard of thair lyves to flee and leave thair houses
and all within the same to the violence of the mosse. And now the
saids lands whilks wer good arable ground bearing wheate, beir, and all
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other grayne, ar turned into a blacke mosse without all possibilitie or
hope of recoverie; and the gentlemen, awners of the lands, who and
thair predecessours wer men of good accompt, able to serve the King
and countrie and charitablie disposed to the releefe of all distrest people,
ar upoun a suddane turned beggers, having nothing bot the miserable
face of a blacke mosse to looke unto in place of thair pleasant and fer-
tile ground; And whereas this fearefull visitatioun hes proceedit
immediatlie frome the hand of God, whois Divine chastisements must
with a Christiane resolutioun be embraced and susteaned, it becometh
all good Christians who ar feeling members of this bodie, to resent the
distresses and misereis of thir poore gentlemen and by thair cheerefull
benevolence to contribute a pairt of thair meanes whairwith it hes pleased
God to blesse thame towards thair releefe. For whilk purpois the Lords
of Secreit Counsell hes recommendit and be the tennour heerof recom-
mends the saids distrest gentlemen to the favourable charitable and
Christiane consideratioun of the whole Estaits both spirituall and
temporall within this kingdome and to the whole persouns of whatsom-
ever ranke, qualitie or degree within the same, requeisting and desyring
thame and everie ane of thame to extend suche proportioun of thair
liberalitie and charitie to the saids gentlemen as the importance and
necessitie of the caus requires. And the saids Lords hes committed and
be the tennour heerof committs the collectioun of this contributioun and
benevolence of the people to the persouns particularlie underwrittin, and
to twa and twa of thame conjunctlie, according as they ar heere con-
joynned and as they sall be directit to the severall parts and corners of the
countrie, viz., to M* Williame Stewart, baillie of Glasgow, and David
Johnestoun, indweller in Cowper of Fyffe, conjunctlie; to Coline Camp-
bell of Bighall, and M* Williame Edmiston, minister at Kilmadock, con-
junctlie ; to Hercules Rollock, indweller in Dundie, and Alexander Forbes,
burges of Aberdene, conjunctlie; to Lewes Somervell, servitour to the
Lord Areskine, and Johne Johnestoun, indweller in Edinburgh, conjunct-
lie ; to James Sutherland, Tutour of Duffus, and Johne Bruce, servitour
to the Ladie Duffus, conjunctlie; to James Caddell, fear of Aslowne,
and George Bruce, burges of Aberdene, conjunctlie; to Robert Keith,
provest of Monrose, and M* Williame Keith of Bruntoun, his- brother,
conjunctlie ; and to Thomas Moncur of Ferdell and Johne Hamiltoun,
chamberlane of Arbrothe, conjunctlie ; who ar men of approvin credite,
honestie and reputatioun, and will deale faithfullie and uprightlie in this
bussines and conceale nothing that will be givin be the people to this so
good and necessar a worke ; givand, grantand and committand unto thame
and everie twa of thame as they ar abone conjoynned full power, warrand
and commissioun to deale and travell with the whole archbishops and
bishops, noblemen, barouns and gentlemen, synods, presbytereis, and
sessiouns of kirks, burrowes, touns and villages and with all other his
Majesteis subjects als weill to burgh as land anent thair benevolence and

Acta Fobruary

uly
1629.
Fol. 86,b,

Fol. 87 a
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charitable and Christiane contributioun to be givin out of thair good
discretioun for the helpe and supplee of the saids gentlemen; whilks
cominissioners sall have a book delyvered to thame be the Clerk of his
Majesteis Counsell whairof everie leaffe sall be marked be the said Clerk,
within the whilk book the saids Lords requeists all and everie persoun
who sall contribute to this worke to insert or caus be insert the sowmes
of money that they sall contribute and advance in this earand. And if
anie persoun or persouns be sleuthe or negligence sall refuise or forgett
to insert thair contributioun, ordanis and commandis the saids com-
missioners to insert the saids contributiouns thame selffes, and that they
report thair diligence in the premisses with thair bookes conteaning the
namesof the whole persouns contributers and sowmes of money collected be
thame to the saids Lords upoun the first day of August nixtocome to the
intent the saids Lords may know what sowmes of money ar collected and
how the same sall be imployed. And the saids commissioners sall give
thair great and solemne oath at the reporting of thair diligence and bookes
foresaids that they have not omitted nor left out of the saids bookes anie
of the persouns names that contributed nor the sowmes nor no pairt
thairof that sall be advanced in this earand: Requeisting alsua the saids
archbishops and bishops to give directioun to the ministrie within thair
dioceis that they admonishe and stirre up thair flockes and parochiners
to putt to thair helping hand in this so important and necessar a

”

caus,
“ The whilk day the Lords of Secreit Counsell, according to ane warrand gudlslcion of

and directioun in writt signed be the Kings Majestie and this day pre- Baillie to the
sented unto thame, ressaved and admitted Sir James Baillie, knight,! to Cou¢i
be ane of the Privie Counsell of this kingdome, and to bruike and injoy

all honnours, digniteis and preeminenceis proper and dew unto that place;
lykeas the said Sir James being personallie present and acknowledging

with mosi submissive and dewtiful respect his Majesteis gratious favour
showin unto him in the preferring and advancing of him to his high
place of honnour and dignitie, he with all dew reverence on his knees,

his hand lying upoun the halie evangell, made and gave his solemne oath

of alledgeance and the oath of a privie counseller. Followes his
Majesteis missive for warrand of the Act abonewrittin.—CHARLES R.,
Right trustie and weilbelovit cousine and counsellour, right trustie

and weilbelovit cousines and counsellours, and trustie and weilbelovit
counsellours, we greete yow weill. Whereas being enformed of the
sufficiencie of Sir James Baillie, knight, and of his affectioun to doe us
service we ar moved in regaird thairof and for his better encouragement

and enabling for our said service to advance and promote him to be one

of our Privie Counsell in that our kingdome, it is thairfoir our will and

Sir James Baillie of Lochend, one of the of War for Scotland, and had shown great
receivers of his Majesty’s tents, had been energy in that capacity. See Index to the two
previously appointed a member of the Council preceding volumes of the Register,
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pleasure and we doe heereby require yow that having administred unto A&gg;]m
him the oath accustomed in the lyke caise yow admitt him to be one of 162.
our said Privie Counsell, ressaving him -in that place as one of yourF°)' &b
nomber. For doing whereof these presents sall be unto yow a sufficient
warrand. Frome our Court at Whitehall the fyft day of Januarie,
1629.”

Sir John “ Anent our Soverane Lords letters direct, makand mentioun, Forsa-

£
53?325& meikill as there is great appearance of trouble lyke to fall out betuix Sir

;ﬁg :&:{;w Johne Prestoun of Walifeild, on the ane pairt, and Robert Bruce of Blair-
;‘;‘;;'ﬁ‘i‘;y will hall, George Bruce of Carnock and Alexander Bruce, his brother, on the
Majesty's  other pairt, whilk will not faile to produce some inconvenient to the
g::?m, p.2s, disturbance and breake of his Majesteis peace without remeid be
provydit. And anent the charge givin to the said Sir Johne Prestoun,
Robert Bruce, George and Alexander Bruces, to have compeired
personallie before the Lords of Secreit Counsell at a certane day bygane,
to have underlyne suche ordour as sould be tane with thame anent the
observing of his Majesteis peace under the pane of rebellioun and putting
of thame to the horne, with certificatioun to thame and they failyied
letters sould be direct simpliciter to putt thame thairto, lykeas at mair
lenth is conteanit in the saids letters, executiouns and indorsatiouns
thairof, quhilks being callit and both the saids parteis compeirand per-
sonallie, the saids Lords having examined thame upoun the ground, caus,
and occasioun of thair present grudge and contraverseis betuix thame, it
wes alledgit be the said Sir Johne Prestoun that the said Alexander
Bruce wes diverting and drawing the water by the accustomed course
and passage fra his mylne of Torrie and that he wes casting a damme
and levell for that effect, and that mater being under submissioun
betweene thame, the said Alexander, notwithstanding of the submissioun,
in the tyme thairof wes still going on in his worke. Whairunto it wes
answered be the said Alexander that nothing done be him since the tyme Fol. 83, a.
of the submissioun anent the said damme sall inferre anie possessioun to
him. Whilk declaratioun and answere made be the saids parteis being
heard and considderit be the saids Lords, and they conceaving that there
is a great heate and passioun betuix the saids parteis whilk may procure
the trouble and disquyet of the countrie, Thairfoir the saids Lords ordanis
thame to find lawsouertie to others hinc inde actit in the bookes of
Secreit Counsell, ilke ane of thame under the pane of fyve thowsand
merkes.”
ﬁig“ro?ick' William Dick, merchant burgess of Edinburgh, compeared and became
@;‘:‘h’ cautioner for Robert Bruce of Blairhall, George Bruce of Carnock and
cautioner for Alexander Bruce, his brother, each in 5000 merks (of which one half to
f,‘:}';‘;;?,ﬁ;;‘l“ go to his Majesty and the other half to the party aggrieved) that they
and others that will not directly nor indirectly molest Sir John Prestoun of Walifeild,

will not . . A .
molest Sir  nor his family, servants nor tenants, in their persons or goods, save by

Jobn Preston. . jer of law.
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Aggm Robert Seatoun, servitor to the Earl of Wmtoun compeared andC-nhon for Sir
il became cautioner in similar terms for Sir John Prestoun of Walifeild, m
Fol. 8, o that he will not molest the Bruces above named.

Bt [Sederunt as recorded above.] Holyrood
- February 1629,
Pol. 167,a. Complaint by John Blair, procurator in Edinburgh, as follows :-—He Complaint by

FoL167,b. has been warded in the tolbooth of Edinburgh on a caption raised byéélcl:i:lgg'm
John Wilsoun, son of James Wilsoun, burgess of Glasgow, for non-pay- w,":,,‘é ohn
ment of £120, and at the instance of George Norrell, notary in the J.‘.f.f'i’:”vf'?&f’,f,
Cannogait, for not paying him £100, and he has been in this ward tengnrseu o .
weeks now, having nothing to sustain himself, and “ being ane aged man Ge:‘rggoo" o
of fourescore yeeres of age, sicke and infirme, not able to stand upoun ,lf;’t';',?;‘gn the
his feit.” Although he has always been willing to give these his creditors Canongate. for

all the security in his power, for his relief ; viz., to the said John Wllsounm ﬁ‘n‘iﬂé“
infeftment of his land lying in the Cowgait “in ane annuelrent of ten for °f Edinburgh.
the hundreth,” and to Norrell, “ infeftment of ane annuelrent of twentie
merkes ” paid to the complainer out of land belonging to the deceased
William Blair, maltman in the Cannogait, and wadset to the complainer
in security of 200 merks, the rights of which are in Norrell’s possession,
and that he has paid the interests up to Whitsunday 1629, yet they refuse
to accept the securities and “ most unchristianlie ” detain him in ward.
Charge having been given to the said John Wilsoun and George Norrell,
and also to John Sinclair, one of the bailies of Edinburgh, in name of the
Magistrates thereof, to produce the complainer, and both pursuer and
defenders compearing, the Lords, with the consent of the defenders,
PoL 168, ordain the provost and bailies of Edinburgh to liberate the pursuer,
seeing he has enacted himself under a penalty of 500 merks, besides the
payment of the sums for which he is warded, to re-enter the said ward
six weeks hence, and has undertaken in the meantime to take some
course for satisfying his creditors. Here follows his act to the above
effect.

Complaint by John Trinche, son to the deceased Marion Hardie, wife omplaint by
of John Trinche in Haymouth, as follows:—The said Marion Hardie in Eyemouth
upon some sinister information by her “ unfreinds,” though guilty of no Dunc,:‘,
crime, was apprehended by the Sheriff of Berwick and warded in “ the Kendla and
pitt of Haymouth.” She was there “in great miserie,” but being “ under assault on his
the hand of justice” ought to have been in safety. Yet on 19th January Mmonnard;e,
last, Duncan Kendla, keeper of the said pit, John Gray and Jameg o™ decensed.
Sinclair, cordiners, James Wilsoun, tailor, James Ker, weaver, in Hay-
mouth, and Thomas Hynde, servitor to John Brown there, with
others, went to the said pit, and without warrant or commission
“aganis the compleaner, putt violent hands in her persoun, band
her armes with towes, and so threw the same about that they dis-
joynted and mutilat both her armes, and made the sinewes to loupe
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asunder, and thalmfter with thair haill force drew ane great tow about her Doarets,
waist, kuist her on her backe, and with thair knees they birsed, bruised and 1627 January
punsed her so that she wes not able to stirre, strake the heid of ane speir %f}_olss, .
throw her left foote, to the effusioun of her blood in great quantitie and

perrell of her lyffe, wherethrow she lay bedfast in great pane and dolour

a long tyme thairafter.” Charge having been given to the persons

named, and the pursuer compearing but none of the defenders, the Lords

ordain them to be denounced and escheat.

“The quhilk day Mr Williame Levingstoun, Admirall Depute, com- fg,dz;m%
peirand befoir the Counsall, declairit that the most pairt of the letters Fol 111, b.
being in the Spanishe ship tane be the ship of Birsto wer brynt and the
few nomber that remaynes ar in the maisteris cabinett. Ordanis Mr
Williame to exhibite suche of the letters as ar extant this day xv dayis.”

“The Lordis, according to the directioun of his Majesteis letter, Ful. 112, a.

mto remittis to the Exchekquha.lr the advising of the ansueris, replyis and

duplyls maid and gevin in for and aganis the Earle of Seaforte his
patent for erecting of the toun of Stranway in a burgh regall.”

“The Lordis, according to his Majesteis directioun signifyed unto
thame be Sir James Baillie, and for testificatioun of thair trew greiff and
sorrow for the untymous deathe of the worthie and hopefull Prince of
Boheame, thay haif resolved and appointed to be all in murning; and
ordanis Sir Johnne Scott to mak intimatioun thairof to the Lordis of
Sessioun to the intent thay may conforme thame selffis thairto.”

Treasurer; Privy Seal; Mairshaell; Lord Arskene; Bishop of
Dumblane ; Advocate ; Justice Clerk; Sir John Scott.

“The Lordis haveing hard and considderit the depositiouns of the
witnessis produceit be the relict of James Grant of Carroun on the one
pairt, and be Ballindallach on the other pairt, for cleiring of the cir-
comestanceis of the slauchteris fallin oute betuix thame, the Lordis
ordanis the depositiouns to be send to his Majestie with ane letter of
thair awne.”

Decreta,
November
lﬂ‘Z?—anun.ry
Complaint by Andrew Andersoun, indweller in Edinburgh, as follows ——Fol 168, b
He has been denounced at the instance of Thomas Crawfurde in Kirkurde

for not compearing to answer to a complaint of wounding him with a

[Sederunt as recorded above.]

1 The prince here meant was the eldest son of
Frederick V., the Elector Palatine, the hus-
band of Charles’s sister, Elizabeth. He met his
death under peculiar circumstances. His father
bad been on a visit to Amsterdam in connection
with money which he had deposited in the
bank of that city. On leaving Amsterdam the
father and son were crossing the Haarlem

Meer in the common packet-boat which upset
from excess of cargo. The prince clung to the
rigging, but next morning was found frozen to
death and half immersed in water. His father
was known for his niggardly temper, and it
was made a bitter reproach to him that his
miserable economy in sniling in the common
boat had been the cause of his son’s death.
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fork ; but he ought to be relaxed, as he has fully satisfied the said
Thomas for the injury done to him, and he has freely remitted the same, Crawford in
and given his consent to this relaxation, as their agreement produced tom“;:oﬁ";f
their Lordships bears. Charge having been given to the said Thomas horning.
Crawfurde, and the pursuer compearing but not the defender, the Lords
grant suspension as craved.

Petition by John Cocke, writer to the Signet, as follows :—Mr. James Potition ! l{(y
Stewart of Ladywell, Commissary of Dunkeld, with consent of Alexander, writer to the
Bishop of Dunkeld, on 28th January last, appointed the petitioner Com- Jignet:

missary depute within the bounds of the said Commissariot of Dunkeld (d/:;:z:;?z“
situated on the south side of the Water of Forth and comprehending the he may be
parishes and parish kirks of Abircorne, Crawmond, Aberledie, Bonkle, o{:f;:,':“”
and Prestoun in the Merce, with power to hold courts and conduct the %‘;&;ﬂ the
Commissary business. Now, there is no settled judicatory within these Edinburgh.
bounds, and the petitioner’s predecessors were in use to hold their courts

within the tolbooth of Edinburgh, as the nearest and most convenient

place, and accordingly he craves warrant and dispensation from their

Lordships for the same effect to himself, which the Lords forthwith

grant.

James Phin, mariner, who for “ misbehaviour and bragging aganis '3‘;&“&1‘2‘
Alexander Browne, merchant burgess of Edinburgh,” had been requn‘ed oath of James
to find lawsurety to him in 500 merks, compeared and deponed on oath o 1:'; cf:;':: "
that he could find no one to be cautioner for him. The Lords therefore fid2
took his own great and solemn oath to the above effect.

Commission under the Signet to the Sheriff of Dumfreis, the Laird Holyrooldm
of Lag, and the provost and bailies of Dumfreis, or any three of them, February1629.
as justices, to hold courts and try Jean Smith in Amisfeild, who on Commission to

January last came under cloud and silence of night and raised fire Dumfries and
in the dwelling-house of Bessie Langtoun at the kirk of Tynnell « by e T
insetting of a peit coale quhilk she caried frome her awin hous in Amis- a‘:‘:f;‘l‘:é“
feild toun, and sua most maliciously and wickedlie brint the said hous
with sevinteen houses thairabout and the cornes, goods and what ellis wes
within the same.” She has confessed to this, and there are not wanting
presumptions that she also is guilty of setting on fire several houses “in
Amisfeild toun, and at the barre of Tynnell.” Signed by Mar, Hadin-
toun, Mairshall, Areskine, Dumblane, S* George Elphinstoun, S* Thomas
Hoip, and Scottistarvett.

Commission under the Signet to John, Lord Lowdoun, Shireff of Air, C°':'dm[‘fl'lz‘;n‘°
and hie deputes, jointly n.nd severally, as justices, to hold courts and try Sheriff of Ayr,
Hew Torrence, “ cowper ” in Newmylles, who on 1st February instant, fo try Hew
under cloud and silence of night, barbarously slew Bartilmew Kirkland, manslaughter.
and being taken “ with the bloodie hand ” is now prisoner in the jail of
Newmyllis. Signed as above.

“ After our verie heartilie commendatiouns. We have receaved and Holyrood

House, 10th
considderit your report and diligence anent the nominatioun of com- February1629
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Letter of 1881 \ 3 : . Ro
Lotter of 1. TiSSIONerS for the ensewing Parliament; bot becaus we ar not certa.nel g;ll‘q Letters

Sheriff of  if thir commissioners be freehalders of his Majestie and so persouns of Fol. 162, ¢
?&'ﬂ‘:"ﬁ;wthat qualitie as ar warranted be Act of Parliament to be commissioners,
effect the . and least objectioun be made aganis thame if they be not freehalders of
two persons  his Majestie, these ar thairfoir to requeist and desire yow to informe your
o me selffe trewlie and sufficientlie anent this point, and if yow shall find that
lorthenext  thir commissioners ar not his Majesties vassalls and freehalders and so
be the law capable of suche ane imployment, that immediatlie yow
conveene the small barouns and freehalders of that shirefdome, and at
their meeting that a new nominatioun and choise be made of twa
sufficient and famous persouns, being his Majesteis vassalls and free-
halders, ather of thame having at the least ane fourtie shilling land of
auld extent haldin of his Majestie, to be commissioners for the said
Parliament ; and that yow report ane autentik act of thair electioun and
nominatioun to his Majesteis Counsell betuix and the first day of Marche
nixtocome ; quhilk looking assuredlie yow will doe, as yow respect the
forderance and advancement of his Majesteis service, we committ yow to
God. Frome Halyruidhous the tent day of Februarie 1629. Subscribitur,
Mar, Hadintoun, Marishell, Areskine, Dumblane, S* Thomas Hoip, S*

George Elphinstoun, Scottistarvett.”

ggmm Sederunt—Treasurer ; Privy Seal ; Mairshall ; Galloway; Lorne ;“‘0&}_};}’;‘{"’
February 1629. Areskine ; Tracquair; Bishop of Dumblane; Advocate ; Justice 1629.
Clerk ; Sir John Scot; Sir James Baillie. Fol. 88, s.

ﬁla;::; ,':fvlil:gt “ Forsameekle as the Kings Majestie is resolved, God willing, to
atthe honnour this his ancient kingdome with his royall presence at the
:35::5::‘ approacheing Spring, and his Majestie will be accompanied with diverse
ap;.;‘il::gr';%'; of the nobilitie, gentrie and others persouns of good ranke and qualitie of Fol. 88, b.
ilgxpor;nti@ of the kingdome of England, and his Majestie wiselie foreseing that it will
is removed by Muche import the honnour and credite of this kingdome that the same

ordinance of  he gufficientlie provydit with all things necessar whilks may procure his
Majesteis royall and contented receptioun heere, Thairfoir his Majestie is
graciouslie pleased that the importatioun of wynes sall be free to all his
Majesteis subjects at all the ports and bayes of this kingdome without
anie trouble to be incurred be thame in thair persouns or goods, notwith-
standing of anie acts or proclamatiouns formerlie made restrayning the
importatioun of Frenshe wynes, whereanent his Majestie dispenses, they
alwayes paying the accustomed dewtie and import to his Majestie, and
with this special provisioun and prohibitioun that there sall be no sale
of wynes at the port of Leyth till his Majesteis hous be first provyded.
Thairfoir the Lords of Secreit Counsell ordanis letters to be direct to
make publicatioun heerof be opin proclamatioun at the mercat
croces of the heid burrowes of this kingdome and others places
neidfull whairthrow nane pretend ignorance of the same.”
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“Forsameekle as the Kings Majestie hes by diverse letters directed toCh&lr%? to the
the Lords of his Majesteis Privie Counsell recommendit unto thame tOtoappearnng?t!h

have a speciall care for the religious educatioun of noblemens children ki children

whois parents ar reputed to be disconforme frome the present profest g:;’enr‘"'t‘hi':
religioun to the intent they may be bred and trayned up in the trew direction may

grounds of religioun; Thairfoir the Lords of Secreit Counsell ordanis S eqaeus

ir education
letters to be direct charging Williame, Erle of Angus, to compeir per- :-:ht;:;l
sonallie before the Lords of Secreit Counsell upoun the day of

Februarie instant, and to bring, present and exhibite with him James
Dowglas, his sonne, and Jeane and Margaret Dowglasses, his daughters,
to the intent ordour and directioun may be givin for thair educatioun
and breeding in the grounds of trew religioun, conforme to his Majesteis
expresse will and pleasure signified to.the saids Lords for that effect,
under the pane of rebellioun, ete., with certificatioun, ete.”

[Sederunt as recorded above.] gg}‘y;er?oiizth
. February 1629.
Complaint by William Inneis of Auchindurrane and Jeane Inneis, {omplaint by

. . ’ William Tnnes
his spouse, as follows :—On October last John Inneis of of Auchin-

Crombie came to the lands of Tullifaff and the complainer’s house Joun 'f.,‘,,“;,
there, and most insolently searched through the same for the said :;’;;’np:t““}f;hn
William Inneis to have slain him. Missing him, but meeting with the énrg:b?: for
said Jean Inneis, his wife, he barbarously abused her “with battounesassault on the
and rungs,” to the great effusion of her blood, and so “strake, birsed,3id Jean
and bruised” her that she has since been bedfast and is not like to con-
valesce. Charge having been given to the said John Inneis, and the
pursuer compearing but the defender not, the Lords ordain him to be
denounced and escheat.

Complaint by James Smallat, merchant burgess of Dumbartane, Tmﬁiﬁ;ﬂ
master and owner of the ship sometime called The Providence of Dum-Hector

bartane, for himself and the remanent partners of the said ship and its T ider,

and Hector
cargo, as follows:—On 15th July last Donald McHectour V<Rorie in‘f;‘}:;; of
Scallisdelbeg, John M°Cachine V°Ewin, captain of Cairnborrow, Lachlan,i)owm:

his son, Neill Roy M°Gorrie in Ardisgage, Hector M°Ean Dowy V¢Lauch- g:::ﬁt;g:d

lane in Borge, Lauchlane M°Eane Dowie VcLauchlane there, John ZIefuing to
McIllewredie in Torsarie, Neill M°Carren, Archibald Reoche Bea there, oald
Donald M°Illewredie there, Charles M°Lauchlane V¢Ewin in Killenynyne, V‘Rorie and
Hector M°Rorie Voir in Torlosk, John MDonnald Ropiche in Fanmoir, 23;"{:,‘,:‘}:,“

Murche McIntailyeour there, Murchie McGowy there, John, his son, Spolistion of a
there, John Dow M¢Nucatter there, Mulchallum Neill Eir in Kilmichell, «The Provi-
John and Ferquhar, his sons, there, Lachlan M°Orkill in Cames, Donald ‘li)e:;eb:xf-ton."
M<Lauchlane Roy there, Ewin M¢°Gillechrist V<¢Cartnay in Oskamull,
John Mc<Donnald VeShirrie there, Duncan M°Eane Glas VcShirie there,
Mr John Campbell in Corkamure, Gilmertene, his man, there, John

McEane VcCaldie in Collonsa, Donald McEane Dowie VcCaldie there,
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Finlay Bayne McGressiche there, Gillicallum M¢Vorchie in Abose, mm .
Donald McLauchlane Doy there, Donald M°Donnald Reoche in Culle- 1627 January
nusche, Gillicallum MDonnald V<Eane Veill there, Lauchlan McDonnald o170, .
VeGnorie in Ballezartna, John Dow M¢Illereoche there, John McCaldie

Kil VeEwin, Gillicallum, his son, there, Neill M*Donnald Roy Vc¢Kaldie

in Craigage, Gnorie M°Neill V¢Donnald there, Dow M°Dowche V¢Cleriche

in Ormaige, John M°Worche VcEane Doy there, Mc<Gnorie of
Carnakalliche, Molcallum McKaldie there, Neill M°Killereoche there
Myldoniche Mc¢Nokeardie there, Lauchlan M°Orkill there, Donald
McLauchlane Roy there, Neill Kear in Nwa, Lachlan M°Eane Doy
VeKaldie there, John Bayne M¢Intailyeour [in] Dowchoren, Gillepatrick
McDonnald Oig there, John Mc°Finlay Roy there, Rorie Nynidge in
Frekadill, Archibald Reoche Mc<Gilliphatrik in Killenynyne, John Roy
McEane Roy VcVorchie there, Neill M°Donald Glas there, Donald
Campbell M°Donald V¢Cleriche, Archibald Nafachie in Torlosk, Rorie
McEane V°Kyniche there, John Mc¢Killenane there, Donald and Gilles-

pick VcEane V¢Kynnich there, John Oir there, Donald M°Eane Doy
VeEachin in Corkamure, Finlay M°Finlay Doy in Killurenane and John

Roy McKinley Oig, piper, there, were put to the horn at complainer’s
instance for not compearing to answer for the spoliation of his ship and Fol. 171, a
cargo (see Vol,, IL p. 340), and they still remain thereat contemptuously
unrelaxed. Now the said Donald M°He¢tour V°Rorie in Scallisdelbeg

is man, tenant, and servant to McClaine of Lochbuy, and all the

rest are men, tenants, and servants to Hector M°Claine, elder, and

Hector Mc°Claine, younger, of Dowart, his eldest son, and are such as

they should answer for. Charge having been given to the said

Mc<Claine of Lochbuy and Hector M°Claine of Dowart, younger and elder,

to produce these persons, and the pursuers compearing by George Deans,

writer in Edinburgh, and the defenders not, the Lords ordain them to

be denounced and escheat.

“ That the Actis concerning beggaris be searched and produceit upoun Sederants,
Twisday S
{ﬁg.:;tfy“"z;;‘: “ This article following wes contenit in Sir James Baillies directionis
the: :;pm frome his Majestie—Yow sall showe our pleasour to our Counsaill and
Seeante,p.44, LXcheckquhair that thay gif intimatioun to all personis and at all placeis

requisite that we haif grantit connivence for the importing of wynes,

permitting every man at all the portis and bayis of that our kingdome

freelie and without stop to bring home the same wynes, thay paying

unto ue the accustomat dewtie thairfoir, dischargeing alwayes at the

porte of Leith all saile of wynes till our house be first sufficientlie

providit.”
Houroode  “ Most sacred Soverane, Having in obedience of your Majesteis letter Royal Lotters
;‘::::z }16:9 conveenned before us the relict with some freinds of the lait Goodman Fol. 153, a.
Majesty con- Of Carroun, on the ane pairt, and the Goodman of Ballindallach, on the
veying the  other pairt, for cleering of the forme and maner of the slauchter that

Beggars.
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Bonal Letters, fell out betuix thame, and having heard and discust the objectiouns pro- depositions

165332,
Fol. 153, a.

Acta February

1628-July
1620,
Fol. 88, b,

Pol. 89, a.

pouned be either of thame aganis the witnesses produced be thame inﬁ?é‘ﬁﬁf&t

this earand, we have verie strictlie examined the saids witnessis upoun 2;‘,:,’;:“&“
everie particular that might procure a cleere discoverie of the whole Ballindallach.
forme, maner and circumstances of that accident, whois depositiouns we

have heerewith sent unto your Majestie, to the intent your Majestie,

after consideratioun thairof, may, in the excellencie of your royall judge-

ment, determine thairin accordinglie. And so, ete. Subscribitur, Mar,
Hadinton, Galloway, Dumblane, Areskine, Tracquair, S* George Elphin-

stoun, Scottistarvet, James Baillie. =~ Halyruidhous, 12 February 1629.”

“ Most sacred Soverane, The great scarcetie of copper coyne within folyrood
this kingdome and the greevous outcryes of the poore, quho ar thairby February 1629
defraudit of thair charitable almes, togidder with the hinderance whiche ypiter tobls
the want of small exchange hes occasiouned in the ordinar commerce and ing that ho
handling amongis the commoun sort of people, being represented unto us 32‘,‘3-2,5'?;‘,‘ *
be the burrowes, and the aforesaids prejudices being weill knowin to us ;23,‘,’;’;:33 of
all, we have thought good, for remedie thairof, to acquaint your Majestie twopenuy
with the same, and to become humble petitioners to your Majestie that the benefit of
your Majesty would be graciouslie pleased to give warrand and direc- ° P>
tioun for striking suche a quantitie of copper coyne in penneis and twa
pennie peeces for releefe of the poore as the Counsell, after considera-
tioun, sall find the estait of the countrie to require. And so, ete. Haly-
ruidhous, 12 February 1629. Subscribitur, Mar, Hadintoun, Galloway,
Dumblane, Areskyne, Traquare, S* Thomas Hoip, S* G. Elphinstoun,
Scottistarvet, James Baillie.”

Sederunt—Treasurer ; Privy Seal; Seafort; Lord Areskine; Lord gg}l);em%th
Carnegie; Lord Jedburgh; Bishop of Dumblane; Advocate ;February 1629,

Justice Clerk; Sir John Scot ; Sir James Baillie.

“The whilk day the Lords of Secreit Counsell, according to ane warrand Androw, Lord
and directioun in writt signed be the Kings Majestie and this day pre- admitted a
sented unto thame, ressaved and admitted Andro, Lord Jedburgh, to be 2ember of the
one of the ordinarie nomber of his Majesteis Privie Counsell, and to

injoy all honnours, digniteis and priviledges proper and dew to that

place ; lykeas the said Lord being personallie present and acknowledging

with most humble and dewtifull respect his Majesteis gratious favour

showin unto him in preferring him to this high place of honnour and

dignitie he with most submissive reverence on his knees, his hand lying

upoun the halie evangell, made and gave his solemne oath of allegeance

and the oath of a privie counsellour. Followes his Majesteis missive for

warrand of the Act abonewrittin :—CHARLES R., Right trustie and right
weilbelovit cousine and counsellour, right trustie and weilbelovit cousines

and counsellours, and trustie and weilbelovit counsellours, we greete yow

weill. Whereas being enformed of the sufficiencie of our trustie and
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weilbelovit Andro, Lord Jedburgh, and of his affectioun to doe us ser- Acta February
1 uly
vice, we ar pleased in regaird thairof and for his further encouragement jes.
and enabling for our said service to advance and promote him to be one Fo'- 8, »
of our Privie Counsell in that our kingdome. It is thairfore our will and
pleasure and we doe heereby require yow that having administred unto
him the oath accustomed in the lyke case yow admitt him to be one of
our Privie Counsell there, receaving him in that place as one of your
nomber; for doing whairof these presents sall be unto yow a sufficient
warrand. Frome our Court at Whitehall the sixteenth day of Januarie
1629.”
tAh";l“'“;n“ to  “TForsameekill as the Kings Majestie by his letter writtin and directed
Nithsdaleand to the Lords of his Privie Counsell hes signified his royall knowledge
%‘:,ﬂ;";:: ﬂ,, that Robert, Erle of Nithisdaill, hes reallie bestowed the foure thowsand
£3000 granted punq sterline whilk he did ressave for the leveying and transporting of

o them for
the lovy of  some forces frome this klngdome for the supplee of his Majesteis darrest

:}3::?0?{;.}' © uncle, the King of Denmarke, in the warres whairin he wes ingadged to
g‘“ of Den- that same use, for the whilk the said sowme wes destinat and appointed,
Thairfoir the saids Lords, according to ane warrand and directioun in
writt signed be the Kings Majestie and this day presented unto thame,
exoners, releeves and discharges the said Robert, Erle of Nithisdaill, and
Sir James Baillie, knight (who become suretie for the imployment of
the saids moneyes towards the leveyes foresaids), of the whole con-
ditiouns whairunto they wer bound by ane act insert and registrat in the
bookes of Privie Counsell to that effect, and declaires thame and either
of thame to be free of the said act and of thair oblissement foresaid for
ever. Followes his Majesteis missive for warrand of the act abone-
writtin. CHARLES R., Right trustie and weilbelovit cousine and coun-
sellour, right trustie and weilbelovit cousines and counsellours, and
trustie and weilbelovit counsellours, we greete yow weill. Whereas our
right trustie and weilbelovit cousine and counsellour the Erle of Nithis-
daill did receave foure thowsand pund sterline for leveying and trans- Fol. 89, b.
porting frome that our kingdome some forces for our uncle the King of
Denmarke his better supplee in the warres whairin he is at this tyme
ingadged, and since it is weill knowin that the said Erle did not onelie
bestow the said foure thowsand pund reallie to that use, bot that the
forces leveyed and transported be him stood to the said Erle to a good
deale of more charges than the said foure thowsand pund, our pleasure
thairfoir is that yow discharge the said Erle and our trustie and weil-
belovit Sir James Baillie, knight (who become suretie for the imployment
of that money in these leveyes), of the whole conditiouns whairto they ar
bound by anie act for the said money and leveyes so conditiouned, for
doing whairof these presents sall be unto yow a sufficient warrand.
Givin at our Court at Whitehall the 27* day of November 1628.”
o the  “ Forsameekill as the slaying, selling, and eating of fleshe in Lentroun
sellingand  hes beene upoun verie good respects and considerationis by diverse Acts
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Acts Febraary of Parliament and Secreit Counsell straitlie prohibite and forbiddin under esting of all

10 kinds of flesh
lm Wb, certane panes mentiouned and conteanned in the said Acts, by the quhilks during Lent
and inst

lykewayes the slaughter of wylde foule and vennisoun hes beene alsua g 1:5:““’8 of
dischairged, as in the Acts made to this effect at more lenth is conteanit ;gsme within
eight miles of

And whereas now there is a greater necessitie of the precxse observatloun his Majesty’s

of the saids Acts nor there wes at anie tyme of before, seing his Majestie [Sasnces in

is resolved, God willing, in this approacheing Spring to honnour this his :‘*J“*Y"

ancient kingdome with his royall presence, and that the credite and viat,

reputatioun of the countrie requires that his Majestie and his tryne sall

be abundantlie furnished with all kynde of fleshes, wylde foule, and

vennisoun, during the tyme of his abode heere; neverthelesse the Lords

of Secreit Counsell ar informed that great nombers of persouns of all

rankes and qualiteis, preferring thair awin privat contentment to his

Majesteis obedience and to the honnour and credite of the countrie and

to thair awin dewteis, ceasses not in tyme of Lent to sell, slay, and eate

flesh at thair pleasure; as alsua the slaughter, destructioun, and publict

selling of wylde foule in opin marcats is more avowed since the making of

the lait proclamatioun aganis the slaying and selling of the same nor it wes

at anie tyme preceeding ; by the quhilk publict and disgracefull contempt

of his Majesteis auctoritie and lawes there is verie great appearance that

there will be ane universall skairsetie and dearth not onelie of all kynde

of fleshes bot of vennisoun and wylde foule at the approacheing tyme of

his Majesteis heere comming, whairupoun will not onelie follow the dis-

credite and disgrace of the countrie but the high miscontentment and

offence of his Majestie if anie thing sall be enlaiking that may concerne

his royall receptioun heere. And whereas the bypast connivence and

Fo.%,a.  oversight givin to persouns offending in this kynde ie one of the cheefe
inducements quhilk procures the universall contempt and breake of the

: law, and the Lords of Secreit Counsell, finding by experience that the

dew executioun of the law aganis persouns offending is the most powerfull

meane to deteane thame under obedience ; Thairfoir the saids Lords hes

resolved with all rigour and extremitie and without respect to persouns

to punish all suche who darre presoome heerafter to violat the law in

this so important a tyme when the observatioun of the same tuiches the

countrie 8o neerlie in honnour and credite, Thairfoir ordanis letters to be

direct to command, charge and inhibite all and sindrie his Majesteis

lieges and subjects of what estait, qualitie or degree so ever they be, be

opin proclamatioun at the mercat croces of the heid burrowes of this

kingdome and uthers places needfull, that nane of thame presoome nor

take upoun hand during this forbiddin tyme of Lent to eate or make

readie for eating anie kynde of flesh under the paines following to be

uplifted of everie persoun contraveening so oft as they sall failyie, that

is to say—of everie earle, ane hundreth punds; of everie lord, ane

bundreth merkes; of everie baroun, fourtie pund; of everie burges,

castler, and commoun cooke, that sellis meit and drinke, fourtie pund ;

VOL. I D
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and of everie other gentleman suche sowmes of money assall be imposed Acta Febrawy

upoun thame be the judges before whome they sall be tryed; As alsua %g._'m’

that no fleshours presoome nor take upoun hand to slay or sell fleshe Fol. 90, .
during the tyme foresaid under the pane of fourtie pund so oft as they
failyie ; and by and attoure the payment of thir pecuniall sowmes the
offenders sall be severelie punished in thair persouns be warding and
otherwayes to the terrour of others to offend in the lyke kynde heer-
after. And siclyke to command, charge and inhibite all and sindrie his
Majesteis lieges and subjects of what estait, qualitie or degree so ever
they be, that nane of them presoome nor take upoun hand to hunt, shoot
or slay anie deir or rae in anie of his Majesteis forrests or parkes or in
anie other pairt of the kingdome or to hunt haires ather with ratches or
grewhoundes within aucht myles of his Majesteis palaces of Linlithgow,
Halyrudhous, Stirline, Dumfermline, Falkland and burrowes of Perth
and Brechin, certifeing all suche who sall presoome to doe in the contrair
that they sall be punished in thair persouns and goods with all rigour
conforme to the Acts and proclamations formerlie made thereanent.
And siclyke to command, charge and inhibite all and sindrie his Majesteis
lieges and subjects that nane of thame presoome nor take upoun hand to
sell, buy, slay or eate anie kynde of lambes, nor any powttes, nor other
kynde of wylde foule untill the tyme of his Majesteis comming to this
kingdome, under the pane of fourtie punds to be incurred be everie FolL 90,'b.
persoun or persouns contraveening so oft as they sall happin to failyie ;
certifeing thame that sall doe in the contrair that besides the payment
of the particular sowmes abonewrittin they sall be punished in thair
persouns be wairding and otherwayes to the terrour of uthers. And
siclyke to command all and sindrie shireffs, stewarts, provests and bailleis
within burgh and all others bearing anie publict office or charge within
this kingdome that they and everie ane of thame within the hounds of
thair severall offices and jurisdictiouns have a speciall care and regaird to
see this present act observed in everie point, and that they caus attend
thair mercats and carefullie foresee that no lambes nor no kynde of wylde
foule young or old be bought or sauld within the same ; and where they
sall happin to discover anie persoun or persouns contraveening thir pre-
sents in anie point of the premissis that they take speciall notice of
thame and informe the Lords of his Majesteis Privie Counsell thairof, to
the intent the offenders may be callit, conveenned, persewed and punished
accordinglie, as they and everie ane of thame will answere to the saids
Lords upoun the dewtifull discharge of thair oftices.”

2&:&“;%}” “The Lords of Secreit Counsell having heard the propositioun and

Majesty's  doubt moved by the Lyoun Herauld whether or not at his Majesteis

coronafion.  coronatioun he sould carie the single armes of Scotland or the armes
quartered as now is used, the Lords thinkes that the heraulds must carie
the armes quartered and mixt with these of England, France, and
Ireland, according as hes beene heeretofore observed in all publict
solemniteis both in Scotland and England.”
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“The Lords having seene the Lyoun Herauld, the heraulds and purse- m of arme
vants thair coates of armes, they find the same sufficient, and that thair tion.
is no necessitie to renew or repaire the same.”
“The Lords of Secreit Counsell having heard the officers of the Cunzie- Ange‘;t :gm-
hous and some of the merchant traffiquers toucheing the difference of the
rex dollours amongs thameselffes in value, weight or fynnesse, the Lords
ordanis the Maister of the Cunziehous to try the dollours, callit the
Matthias dollour, the Spinolas dollour, the Beare dollour, and the
Ramme dollour, and to report thair fynnesse to the Counsell, to the
intent that comparing thame with the best Rex dollour, ordour may be
tane for allowing or discharging thair course as apperteanes.”

[Sederunt as recorded above.] Holyrood
Fobrua’.ry 1629
Complaint by Sir Alexander Falcouner of Halkertoun, knight, asg:r:mt for |
follows :—On 12th November last Alexander McIntoshe of Auldoriesionof

and Hector Mc<Intoshe of Kaster Urquhill, as cautioners for Captain i tncer,

William Mc<Intoshe, one of the captains under the Earl of Nithisdaill, fuldorie and
were put to the horn at his instance, the said Alexander for not paying M‘Intoah of
to him five dollars “for everie man enlaiking, unleveyed, mustered and Urqnhill.
transported of the nomber of threttie sax men,” and the said Hector for

not paying the same sum for every man “ of ten men,” which horning

they contemptuously despise. Charge having been given to them to

compear on pain of caption, and the pursuer compearing but not the
defenders, the Lords ordain charge to be given to the Sheriff of Inver-

ness and his deputes to search for and apprehend the said defenders,

take their houses and inventory their goods, within three days, on pain

of rebellion.

Petition by James Kennedie of Blairquhan and Josias Stewart of Continuance of
Bonytoun, as follows :—The protections granted to them expire on 20th Sames
instant, and their Lordships formerly prescribed that if they did not take §;;;‘;;§{,‘,’,‘
steps for the satisfaction of the Laird of Kilkerran, they should have no J;"ﬁ:'nfyz‘;‘ﬂ
further warrant. For some days back their friends have been dealing
with the said Laird, and there is now a submission drawn up of their
differences to the Sheriffs of Edinburgh and Galloway, and some other
gentlemen, and parties have consented that their deliverance should be
delayed till a convenient time. Moreover, the petitioners are busy with
the preparation of the securities between them and their creditors for
the relief of the Earl of Galloway, who stands engaged for them in great
sums, and they therefore desire a further continuation of their protection.

This the Lords grant till the 26th of February instant at night.

Petition by George Lawder of Bas, and Dame Isabel Hepburne, hm“nmogo of
mother, as follows :—Their protection for going about and settling with George Lander
their creditors expires on 20th instant, and they are carefully engaging ",f..,,"‘:'l.,u
themselves in this work, being resolved to dispone and sell such of their Hepbum, his
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lands as will bring matters to a happy issue. Towards this they are

leasing some parts of their lands which never were leased before, in order 1627 January
to ascertain the value of them, but this requires some time and leisure Fol. 178, a.

to be rightly done. They therefore request a continuation of their
protection, which the Lords grant till 15th March next.

Holyrood Commission under the Signet to the provost and bailies of Tayne, ascgin;omm

House, 17th

February 1629, justices, to hold courts and try (1) Ewin M°Ewin, son to Hector M°*Ewin Fol. 191, a.

Commission to jn Badeall in the parish of Roskein, who according to the report of the

andmeoof presbytery of Tayne “hes committed the abominable and odious cryme
332”,0':’ %Y of sodomie by covering of ane meir and using carnal copulatioun

M‘Ewen, and with her.” He afterwards absconded, but hes lately returned, thinking

thers, who
:re?:ou:ed of the lapse of time would place his crime in oblivion, but he has been

::‘,;:.,, apprehended, and is now prisoner in the tolbooth of the burgh of Tayne;
(2) Donald Mc°Oshie, in Multivie, who by the same report has com-
mitted the crime of incest with , his daughter-in-law, “and hes
procreat three childrein with her”; and (3) William M°Finlay in Tarbatt,
who has been guilty of the like crime with , his daughter-in-

law, “ with quhom he hes begotten ane childe.” Signed by Mar, Hadin-
toun, Seafort, Carnegy, Dumblane, A. Jedburgh and S* Thomas Hoip.

His Majesty's ~ “Ane missive to the Secretair requiring a resolutioun and ansuer to 2;_"2“9""'

coronation,

ance of the forme of coronatioun that wes send up to his Majestie.”

be returnit frome his Majestie toucheing his approbatioun or disallow- Fol 112, b.

The lotters “The quhilk day M* Williame Levinstoun, Admirall depute, producit Fol. 113, a.

m 'hil;. befoir the Lordis ane wallatt with the letters being in the Spanishe ship
'P* laitlie drevin in upoun the coast of Galloway, whairof thair wes twa
bookes gevin to M* Williame Livingstoun, and the letters ordainit to be
sent to the Secretar to be showne to his Majestie according to his pleasour

signifeit thairanent.”

2&;‘;“;} “That letters be direct aganis the presbyteryis who hes not reportit
one“ . sy 3 . . .

of teinds.  thair diligence anent the nominatioun of subcommissionars.”

A""'.':;“ “The Lordis continewis the mater anent the tanning till the fourte of

Marche. The Lord Arskene personalie, with John M¢Naucht, and M~
Alexander Guthrie, who ar warnit apud acta.”

Wool, “The Lordis continewis the advyseing of the reportis anent the woll
till Thurisday.”

The sub- “ Ane missive to the Bishop of Caithnes anent the subcommissionaris

commissioners

of Caithness, Of Caithnes.”

Acta February

ggmmn Sederunt—Treasurer ; Privy Seal; Mairshall ; Wyntoun; Seafort;igg jaiy
February 1629, Bishop of Dumblane Camegle Jedburgh Clerk of Rdagml;er,],,l %0, b.

Advocate ; Justice Clerk Sir John Scot; Sir James Baillie.

Anent the - “ Forsameekill as the Lords of Secreit Counsell considdering the great Fol 91, a.

minors. hurt and prejudice that divers minors hes susteaned by the granting
' of gifts of tutorie dative to persouns who hes provin most unworthy of
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Achhbrwy that trust committit unto thame and agams dewtie and conscience hes

m
Fol. 9], a.

Fol. 91, b,

unworthilie spent and putt away the minors goods, for remeid whairof
in tyme comming the Lords of Secreit Counsell ordanis that no gift
of tutorie dative be past heerafter in Exchecker till first the persoun
in whois favour the gift is conceaved find cautioun actit in the Bookes
of Exchecker that he sall discharge the office of tutorie dative faith-
follie and dewtifullie.”

“ Forsameekill as the Lords of Secreit Counsell hes found by the Prohibition of
report of some of the shireffs and justices of peace within this s ezports-

kingdome to whome the saids Lords recommendit the taking of noticeand meal.

how the pryces of victuall reulled within the bounds of thair offices
and if they wer within or abone the pryces allowed for the restraint
of exportatioun of the same, that the pryces of the meal and aitts ar now
risgin to ane higher rate nor allowes and admitts the exportatioun of
the same, so that the exporting thairof will prove verie hurtfull and
prejudiciall to the countrie and raise the pryces of the same to suche
ane high rate that the poore ones will be disabled to buy the same;
Thairfoir the Lords of Secreit Counsell, upoun verie good and con-
siderable grounds, importing the weale and benefite of the countrie, hes
discharged and be the tennour heerof discharges the transporting of aitts
and meale furth of the kingdome at anie tyme heerafter, ay and whill
the saids Lords upoun certane knowledge that the pryces thairof ar fallin
give warrand and directioun in the contrair; and ordanis letters to be
direct to make publicatioun heerof at the mercat croces of the heid
burrowes of this kingdome and uthers places needfull whairthrow nane
pretend ignorance of the same; and to command, charge and inhibite all
and sindrie his Majesteis lieges and subjects and all skippers, mariners
and awners of shippes and vessellis, that nane of thame presoome nor
take upoun hand to carie anie aitts or meale furth of this kingdome ay
and whill the saids Lords give warrand and directioun in the contrair
under the pane of confiscatioun of the same with the whole moveable
goods and geir perteaning to the awners and transporters thairof;
certifeing thame that does in the contrair that the said pane sall be
inflicted upoun thame without favour.”

“ Forsameekle as the Kings Majestie out of his royall and princelie Chr:urgeto
regaird of the weale of his subjects and for releeving of thame of the great presbyteries
travellis, charges and expenses that they would susteane if they wer jibich bave

drawin before his Majesteis Commissioun anent the surrenders and teinds sppoint sub-

commissioners

to attend the trying of the constant worth of the stocke and teinds of to ascertain

the value of

thair lands, his Majestie wes gratiouslie pleased to give ordour and direc- ¢ stook and
toun that the tryell of thir valuatiouns sould he within the presbytereis teinds within

and by some selected persouns to be nominat be the presbytereis who
sould be authorized and instructed with subcommissiouns to that
effect, and letters and charges wer direct aganis the moderators and
brethrein of the whole presbytereis within this kingdome for making

their bounds.
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choise of the saids subcommissioners according to the ordour and rule Acts February
sett doun in the saids letters, and to have reported thair diligence thair- s "’
anent to his Majesteis saids commissioners anent the surrenders and Fol- b
teinds at certane dayes now of a long tyme bygane; whairin altho the
most pairt of the presbytereis of this kingdome hes givin all humble and
dewtifull obedience, and hes made a tymous report of thair diligence and
proceedings, yitt it is of truthe that the moderators and brethrein of the
presbytereis of Dumbar, Dunce, Chirnesyde, Hamiltoun, Bute, Argyle,
Dumfermline, S* Andrewes, Dundie, Arbroth, Brechin, Deir, Aufurde,
Dumbennan, and Bamff, hes made no report at all of thair diligence, so
that the bussines, whilk is the ground worke of his Majesteis royall
intentioun for the weale of his subjects in leading of thair awin teinds,
and of his Majesteis annuitie is verie farre frustrat and disappointed,
highlie to his Majesteis offence and disappointing of the good and happie
conclusioun of so important and necessar a worke.  Thairfoir the Lords
of Secreit Counsell ordanis letters to be direct charging the moderators
and brethrein of the presbytereis particularlie abonewrittin, that they be
one of thair nomber sufficientlie instructed for the brethrein of the pres-
byterie compeir personallie before the Lords of his Majesteis Privie
Counsell upoun the dayes following ; to witt, the moderators and brethrein
of the presbytereis of Dumbar, Dunce, Chirneside, Hamiltoun, Bute,
Argyle, Dumfermline and S* Andrewes, upoun the tent day of Marche
nixtocome, and the moderators and brethrein of the presbytereis of
Dundie, Arbrothe, Brechin, Deir, Aufurde, Dunbennan, and Bamff upoun
the xxvj day of the said moneth of Marche nixtocome, and to bring and
produce with thame ane sufficient report of thair diligence in the execu-
tioun of the directioun and charge foresaid givin unto thame anent the
nominatioun of subcommissioners for the effect foresaid, under the pane
of rebellioun, etec., with certificatioun, etc.”
Charge to “ The Lords of Secreit Counsell having seene and considderit the report
&us ;ﬁ,ﬁgmade be Dowglas of Cavers tuicheing his diligence in the choise
:{&*m“:}f:" of commissioners for the approacheing Parliament, and the saids Lords
commissioners being weill advised thairwith, they ordaine the said shireff to conveene
approsching the small barouns and free halders of the said shirefdome of new and
lisment. gt thair meeting to impairt unto thame his Majesteis pleasure and Fol. %2, s
directioun that Andro Riddill of that Ilk and Thomas Ker of Cavers be
chosin commissioners to the said Parliament, and accordinglie to require
thame to putt the saids persouns upoun the lytis and to make choise of
thame to be commissioners for the said Parliament as persouns recom-
mendit be his Majestie; and ordanis the said shireff to report his
diligence heerin to the saids Lords upon the xxvj day of Marche nixto-

come.”
Holyrood Decreta,
Houso, 19th [Sederunt as recorded above.] el
February 1629, 1627~January

5’:{,‘;,?‘;2;,‘0,};{ Complaint by John Kellock, maltman in Leith, tenant to John 1;-6:1?'173,.
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mw Jonkein, heritable proprietor of the lands where John Kellock dwells, aéiltffmln,in
16%Jaouary 88 follows :—On 10th February instant, Patrick Eleis, one of the Pa'tyi:ﬂ:ﬁ?l:t
},ﬁo'm’ . Dbailies of Leith, sent for the complainer to come to the Tolbooth, who at }’;}li‘ﬁga{" g

once obeyed, for obedience to him as a magistrate. As soon as he came, Imprisonment

the said bailie put him in ward “in a filthie hole where all the witches involving the
PL13,b  had beene imprissouned” and still keeps him there, though he be his Justonof the

Majesty’s free liege and not convicted of any offence. Charge having ﬁ%.

been given to the said Patrick Eleis to compear personally, and to

produce the complainer, and also to the provost and bailies of Edinburgh

for their interest, and all the said parties compearing, the provost and

bailies of Edinburgh defended the action of the said Patrick Eleis as legal

and warrantable, “ becaus the saids proveist and bailleis of Edinburgh and

the Counsell and bodie of the said burgh ar heretable superiors of the toun

of Leith, and that they and thair predecessours be vertew of thair here-

table infeftments and securiteis have bene in continuall use and posses-

sioun to make and sett doun acts and ordinances not onelie for the

governement of the said toun and reteaning of the inhabitants thairof in

peace and quyetnes under his Majesteis obedience, bot lykewayes to dis-

charge all the inhabitants of the said toun, being under thair jurisdictioun,

to make malt, brew or vent aill, bot suche as ar warranted be thame for
Fel174,a.  that effect, and that thair power and priviledge in this point is als goode

as the priviledge of anie others barouns in the countrie, who and everie

ane of thame within thair several bounds and jurisdictioun sufferes nane

to make malt, brew nor vent aill, bot be thair permissioun and

licence.” The pursuer being cited before the bailies of Leith on 3rd

January last was discharged from making malt, brewing or selling ale

or beir in Leith until he obtained licence to do so from the Magistrates

of Edinburgh, under the penalty of £5, foties quoties, and confiscation of

“the stuff handled be him,” and he disobeying, and confessing the same, was

fined £5, for not paying which he was warded. It was answered by the

pursuer, and by Alexander Hay in Leith, his prolocutor, that the said pro-

vost and bailies, baron bailies of Leith, have no authority over the pur-

suer in matters of this kind, because his landlord, the said John Jonkein,

being heritable feuar of this tenement in which the pursuer dwells by

virtue of his Majesty’s infeftment, he and his tenants thereof are “ free

to make malt and to brew and vent aill and beir at thair pleasure.

And forder that the saids bailleis in thair committing of the said

persewer to waird hes done wrong and beene more summar nor the lawes

and daylie practicque and custome of the kingdome allowes, there being

no judge within the kingdome, at the least no baroun baillie, who in

maters of this kynde may summarilie waird anie parties till first they be

lawfullie chargit to fulfill and obey the decreit and sentence recovered

against thame.” The Lords find that the defenders have been “more
PoL174,b.  gummar” in their procedure than they ought, and therefore ordain them

to release the pursuer. They remit the decision of the question of
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rights and privileges to the Lords of Session, requesting them to decide Decreta, >
the case as speedily as possible, reserving to the defenders their right to lé;g?anuary
summon and fine the pursuers for transgressing their acts and to o3 174, b.
supersede execution of their decrees till first July next, or sooner if the
cause be decided in their favour, in which case it will be lawful to them
to enforce their decrees, and recover all the fines incurred by the
pursuer during the dependence of the case.
Petition by Andrew Wardlaw, son to the deceased Andrew Wardlaw
of Torrie, as follows :—* Shortlie after the deceasse of his said umquhill
father, when he wes uncapable, as he is yitt, of good advice and counsell,
and hes not the judgement nor discretioun to forsee suche things as con-
cerne his weale, he not being yitt past sevin yeeres of age, some persouns
who hes the charge of his education, being ignorant, as appears, of his
said fathers estait, and of the heavie burdein of debt lying on his hous,
caused serve the said Androw, aire to his said umquhill father, altho’ he
had little or nothing to enter to bot ane unsupportable burdein of debt,
whilk hes now so overcharged hiin by the rigour of his fathers creditours,
who prosecutes him with all the extremitie that the course of law will
permitt, as his persoun can be in suretie no where, bot is in daylie hazard
to be apprehendit be letters of captioun, whereby the course of his edu-
catioun in vertew and letters, whilk is the onelie hope now left him
whairupoun to build his fortouns, is interrupted, and he is exposed to all Fol. 175, a.
the misereis that ar incident to ignorance, sleuthe and want of learning,
whilks will all accompanie him, if now in his youth he sall be depryved
of the meanes and occasioun of his studeis whilk the restraint of his per-
soun will undoubtedlie produce.” He further pleads that should he be
warded his misery will prove endless, without hope of relief, as having
nothing of his own, his friends will soon weary of the expense of keeping
him, and that it is not commonly seen that minors, who are ignorant and
innocent of the doings of their predecessors, should be warded for their
debts. He therefore craves that their Lordships will take some course
for his protection. The Lords accordingly supersede the execution of
all hornings and captions against the person of the petitioner until he
attain the age of twelve years complete.
Complaint by Sir Thomas Hoip of Craighall, King’s Advocate,Fol 175, b.

Jobn Murray, John Murrey, servitor to Janet Murrey, widow of William Bruce of

her servitor,
and David
gounm,
mmissary
Depute of

Stensteill, the said Janet Murrey, for her interest, and David Monro, Com-

. missary Depute of Caithness, as follows :—Though the wearing of hag-

buts and pistols is strictly prohlblted by law, when the said Janet Murrey

?lgat})svid had obtained a precept of warning against David Bruce, now of Sten-
ruce o

Stenstell and
others for
assault.

stell, and sent her said servant, John Murray, with a copy of it to him,
the said David, with Patrick Bruce, his brother, and others pursued him
“ with bendit hacquebutts and pistolets,” and would have slain him if
they had not been hindered by some persons present. Further, on 30th
June last, “ being ane proclamed mercat day in Thurso,” when the said
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mm David Monro was going peaceably about his business there, the said David
16%-January Bruce, accompanied by Donald Bruce there, Hutcheon Bruce there,
}?175,1;. William Sinclair in Kirk, William Cogill in Garsay, and others to the
number of sixteen persons armed with hagbuts and pistols and other
weapons, set upon him, presented their “ bendit pistolets ” to his brea.st
and would have shot him but for the intervention of “some merchant’
and other strangears there.” Charge having been given to the said
David, Hucheon and Donald Bruce, William Sinclair and William
FoL176,a.  Cogill, and the pursuers compearing by George Tailyeour, servitor to Mr
James Lawtie, advocate, but the defenders not compearing, the Lords
. ordain the latter to be denounced rebels and escheat.
Complamt by John Fleeming in Overtoun, as follows :—John Lyn- .?on::p;‘?::n l;sé
ning in Hielisyde, Alexander Tais there, John Barrie in Thinaikers, and in Overton
James Scot in East Quarter, who have a hatred at the complainer, on $€3nst Jobn

Lynning and
March 1627, “being Sunday,” seeing him “to be redding two nigh- 0%&; A

bours who wer tuilyeing at the kirk of Glesfurd,” and thinking it & fit hamesucken.
opportunity to execute their malice in the tumult, and “ it being under

night,” they “ without respect to the Lords day ” at unawares set on him

and felled him to the ground. Then they “ punst him with thair feit

and bladdit him on the face with thair neiffes, and with ane drawin

sword hurt and woundit him on the head to the great effusioun of his

blood, and so birsed and bruised him that he lay for the space of twa

houres breathlesse as a deid man upoun the ground untill he wes caried

home to his dwelling hous where he lay bedfast for the space of ane
quarter of a yeere in great pane and dollour.” Further on December
thereafter they came by way of hamesucken to his house in Hielisyde,

under cloud and silence of night, to surprise and kill the complainer, and

they would have succeeded if his wife had not quickly roused the neigh-

bours for his relief, whereupon they departed, uttering “ manie fearefull

and execrable oaths” that they would take his life some other time. As it

was, & young boy of the complainer’s through fright fell into a “phrenesie,”

the curing of which has been very costly to the complainer. Charge

baving been given to the said John Lynning, Alexander Tais, John

Barrie and James Scot, and both pursuer and defenders compearing and

the evidence of certain witnesses heard, the Lords assoilzie the defenders

on account of the failure of the pursuer’s proof, and ordain the producer

to pay to John Taithes £3, and to Robert Bryd and Robert Bryson, each

four merks, they being the three witnesses in the case.

Complaint by George Scot, portioner of Collessie, as follows:—On complmn“tr'y
7th February 1628, when the complainer, in the town of Auchtermuchtie, ioner of
was doing his lawful business, he met William Arnot, son to Andrew °:°t‘°'
Arnot of the Scheills, who unexpectedly attacked him with a drawn Willism Arnot
sword, struck him through thc right arm to the great effusion of his
Fol. 17, blood, “gave him ane cruell straike on the right hand whairwith he

dang out the knockell of his mid finger, and gave him manie others

¥d 176, b.
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bauche, blae and bloodie straikes in diverse pairts of his bodie, and then Decreta,
left him lying on the streit as a deid man, where he lay until he wes F&'};‘:’m
caried hame be his servants and some nighbours of the toun. And the 183 Fol. 17. .
said William Arnot, understanding that there wes yitt some hope of
lyffe in him, and having resolved to kill him outright, he for this effect
come immediatlie thereafter to the compleaners dwelling hous in Auchter-
muchtie under cloud and silence of night, where he and his familie wer
for the tyme, violentlie brasched at his doores and windowes of purpose
to have entered and tane his lyffe, whilk he had not failed to have done
if the compleaner had not quyetlie convoyed himselffe out of his hous.”
Charge having been given to the said William Arnot, and the pursuer
compearing but not the defender, the Lords ordain the latter to be put
to the horn and escheat.
gﬁ&:: by  Complaint by Alexander Cousteane and Alexander Adamesoun,
Couston and fleshers in Edinburgh, as follows :—On Monday 9th February instant
ﬁ"!’;";:f;r they bought in open market at the West Port of Edinburgh six sheep
ﬂFﬁ’n}:;%m in  from Robert and Andrew Scot, servants to the Earl of Bugecleuche, the
ams':rﬁoimt said sheep having stood in the said market unchallenged from nine o’clock
senvitomto the till two in the afternoon, “ and wer customed ” in the ordinary way by the
gz‘t‘gs of . customars of Edinburgh. They afterwards sold the said sheep to .
illegal ward- Alexander Adamesoun, elder, flesher in the said burgh, at a profit, as
ing. they had often done before. But on the information of Robert Moscrop,
servitor to the Bishop of Caithness, that the said sheep had been stolen Fol 177, b.
from his master, Edward Ferquhar, bailie of Edinburgh, and Alexander
Adamesoun, elder, put the complainers in ward until they produced.the
two men from whom they bought the sheep. This being an impossi-
bility so long as they remain in ward, “ they being bot meane servants
living be thair calling,” they have offered to enact themselves in the
town’s books to answer to the accusation when charged, but the same is
refused. Charge having been given to Ferquhar and Adamsoun, elder,
and also to the magistrates of Edinburgh for their interest, and for the
production of the complainers, and the pursuers compearing and also
Alexander Adamesoun, elder, but not the provost and bailies of Edin-
burgh, the Lords ordain the said magistrates to put the pursuers to
liberty, because Thomas Deanes, merchant burgess of Edinburgh, became
cautioner in £116 for the said Alexander Cousteane’s compearing before
the said Magistrates whenever challenged about the said sheep, and
because it was proved that the said Alexander Adamesoun, younger, sold
none of the said sheep and received no part of the price paid for them
by Alexander Adamesoun, elder, which Cousteane could not deny:
mlﬁnt by  Complaint by Abrahame Andersoun, slater, burgess of Edinburgh, asFol 178, a.
Anderson,  follows :—For not paying a debt of 200 merks and some expenses for
:}’tﬁmgﬁr"g;" which he became cautioner for David Andersoun, his father, he has been
;&um John = warded in the tolbooth of Edinburgh by John Robertsoun, wright, and

he has nothing wherewith to sustain himself in ward, having spent all his
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means in payment of his father’s debts, nor will he release him, though wright, for
most willing to give all the satisfaction in his power. Charge having imisament.
been given to the said John Robesoun, and also to John Sinclair, one of
the bailies of Edinburgh, in name of the magistrates thereof, to produce
the complainer, and pursuer and defender both compearing, the Lords
ordain the magistrates to release the pursuer, as he has produced all the
writs of his father's lands upon oath, and is to assign to the defender the
rents and duties of these lands until the debt is paid.

Comumission under the Signet to William Sempill of Foulwod Walter Holy rooldm
McAwlay of Ardincaple, and James Hall, provost of Dumbartane, or any February 1629.
two of them, as justices, to hold courts and try Janet Donnald, spouse to (ommission to

Willi
Umphra Colquhoun, burgess of Dumbartane, Janet Neill, spouse 0 Somplo of

William Carruthers, burgess there, and Margaret Hunter, spouse to Peter Fou wood t:;‘d
Donnald, sailor there, who have long been suspected of witcheraft,Jsnet Donsld
Signed by Mar, Hadintoun, Marshell, Wintoun, Seafort, Carnegie, S* witcheraft.
Thomas Hoip, Hamiltoun, and S* George Elphinstoun.

“ Most sacred Soverane, For obedience of. your Majesteis letter gmm%th
requn'mg us to send up to your Majestie suche letters of advice as wer February 1620.
in the Spanishe shippe laitlie takin be a shippe of Bristo and which Iﬁ?;'traﬁ:m
by distresse of weather wes drivin in upoun the coast of Galloway, we the letters
gave present ordour to Mr Williame Livingstoun, Admirall Depute, Spagish ,1,,;
commanding him to use his best care and diligence for recoverieSeeants,p.62
and exhibitioun before us of suche letters as he could find to have beene
in the said shippe who, according to the charge committed unto him, com-
peirand before us this day, hes produced sax great masses of letters, ten
lesser and 25 single letters, whairof thair is one direct to the King of
Spaine, and one thairof opin with ane opin processe in Spanishe, and he
declared that so farre as he could learne thair instructiouns and cheefe
letters of importance wer destroyed and cassin over boord before anie
searche wes made for the same; all which we have thought good
according to your Majesteis directiouns to send up to your Majestie,
not knowing qubat these sealed lettres may import, to the intent that
your Majestie after ordour given for perusall of the same may make
suche use thairof as your Majestie in the excellencie of your judgement
sall find the merite of the subject to require, and so, etec. ~ Halyruid-
hous, 19 February 1629. Subscribitur, Mar, Hadintoun, Mairschell,
Wintoun, Seafort, Carnegie, Jedburgh, Hamiltoun, S* Thomas Hoip,

S* George Elphinstoun Scottistarvet, James Baillie.”

“ After our verie heartilie commendatiouns to your lordship. With H°1Yf°°;1m
a letter which we wrote to his Majestie about the hinder end of July February1620.
last tuicheing the solemniteis of his Mdjesteis coronatioun we sent to Letier to Sir

William
your lordshlp ane copie of the ancient forme of the coronatioun Alexander
of the princes of this kingdome to the intent that his Majestie after coronation,
eonsideratioun thairof might signifie his royall allowance or disallowance

of the same, and we looked that long er now we sould have heard ather

v
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frome his Majestie or frome your lordship concerning that bussines, as{loynl Letters,
alsua that your lordship sould have resolved us if or not thair wes aFol 158, b.
necessitie that his Majestieis face induring the solemniteis of his corona-

tioun sould be directed towards the east or if he might indifferentlie

looke to the southe, whiche (in regaird of the contrywall of the lights of

St Giles church qubair that actioun must be performed) would muche

import to the beautie of the same. And qubairas the appointed tyme for

his Majesteis heerecoming now approaches and drawes neere and that

this mater of the coronatioun will be one of the materiall points to be

handled at that tyme we will thairfore requeist your good lordship to

lett us know his Majesteis will and pleasure anent the forme of the Fol 154, a.
coronatioun seut up to his Majestie and quhat his Majestie would have

to be altered thairin, that accordinglie we may give ordour for his
Majesteis satisfactioun thairanent; We have called for and have seene

the Lyoun Herauld and pursevant thair coates of armes and findes the

same sufficient without anie necessitie to renew or rcpaire the same, and

looking to heare frome your lordship concerning the premisses with
convenient diligence, we committ, etc. Halyrudhous, 19 February 1629.
Subscribitur, as the former.”

Holyrood “ Most sacred Soverane, We receaved your Majesteis letter quhairby Fol 152, a.
House, 20th . .. . . .
February 1629, your Majestie wes pleased to require us to consider and certifie your
if:j”:'t;f’:;i:nt Majestie if the confirmatioun craved of your Majestie be Mr Andro
thelandsof  Aittoun, advocat, of his lands of Myrecarnye (for the reasouns sett
f’}m’ 4% Goun in your Majesteis letter) might without prejudice of your Majesteis
advocdte. right or danger of the preparative be granted and exped. And having
according to the directioun of your Majesteis letter callit for and
considderit the evidents of these lands, and having heard the reasouns
urged be the partie for enforceing the lawfullnesse of his desire, we find
by inspectioun of the evidents that the tenure and halding of the saids
lands hes beene changed by your Majesteis lait deir father frome waird
to blenshe and that of certaine knowledge for fulffilling of ane contract
matrimoniall subscryved by his Majestie himselffe and your Majesteis
mother with consent of the whole officers of estait for the tyme, quhairby Fol 152, b.
he wes obliged to change the said halding, which contract with the
infeftment following thairupoun wer produced before us togidder with
ane infeftment under the great seale grantit be your Majesteis said
deir father to the said Andro upon his authors resignatioun halding
lykewayes blenshe. In respect quhairof we have thought good to signifie
unto your Majestie that the signatour now craved be the said M* Androw,
which is upoun his awin resignatioun, with ane gift de novo damus of the
saids lands to be haldin blenshe of your Majestie, will nather of itselffe
prejudge your Majestie in your right nor be the consequence thairof
your intendit course for causing reduce in a legall maner suche lait
tenures as ar prejudiciall to your crowne; the caise being singular and
the caus obligatorie, the lyke quhairof cannot be instanced to our
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w&n knowledge and will hardlie occurre heerafter. And becaus the signatour

Fol. 152, b.

Sederunts,
1625-29.
Fol. 113, b.

Fol. 114, a.

Deczeta,
November
1627 January

1530.
Fol. 178, b,

presented be the said M* Andro and which he craves to be signed be
your Majestie conteanes the teinds of the saids lands which he and his
authors acquired be the resignatioun of the Lord Balmerinoch to be
disponit to him in free blenshe and for payment to the minister of
Logie of a pairt of his stipend and releeving the Lord Balmerinoch
of repairing of the queir, of the communioun elements and of all tax-
atiouns, with a claus de novo damus both of lands and teinds to be haldin
blenshe, we thought good to acquaint your Majestie with the same, as
alsua that there ar sindrie others quho ar daylie craving infeftments of
thair teinds acquired be thame frome lords of erectioun which they ar
content to receave with the burdein of your Majesteis annuitie and which
in regaird of the generall submissioun and your Majesteis gracious
declaratioun made thairanent they ar hopefull to obteane, wherewith,
notwithstanding we have forborne to meddle till we sould first consult
your Majestie and understand your pleasure thairanent; and so, attend-
ing the significatioun of your Majesteis royall will how we sall proceid
in the ordouring of these maters, we pray God, etc. ~Halyruidhous, 20
of February, 1629. Subscribitur, Mar, Hadintoun, Mairshall, S* George
Elphinstoun, Scottistarvett.”

Treasurer; Privy Seal; Seaforte; Bishop of Dunblane; Lord golyrw& @
Arskene ; Lord Carnegye; Clerk of Register ; Advocate ; Justice Fool:-':gry 1629,

Clerk ; Sir John Scott.

“ The minister and baillies of the Cannogait to be warnit till Thurisday The chapel at
anent the lenning of the chappell at the watter yett for his Majesteis gm Edin-
baggage, and for clensing the entrie to thir kirk under his Majesteis °*®

gallerie.”

“ A warrand to the shireff of Hadintoun to mak a new electioun of Commissioner
some freehaldair to be a commissioner to the Parliament in place of Sir of Haddington.
James Baillie whome the Lordis liberatis of that charge in respect of the
necessitie of his attendance upoun his Majesteis service.”

“ The Lordis ordanis the Clerk of Counsaill to ressave the submissionis The Submis.
subseryvit be the titularis and heretouris toucheing thair teyndis.” sions.

“ A letter to the Vicount of Stormont for removeing of all personis Palace of
oute of the pallice of Falkland and makmg of the goodes furthcomeand
whilks wer left thairin upoun inventar.”

“Some missives and otheris directionis concerning his Majesteis heir- His Majesty's
comeing, especiallie aganis beggaris, the repairing of hie wayes, and the
cariage.”

[Sederunt as recorded above.] Holyrood
House, 24th
February 1629,
Petition by James Kennedie of Blairquhan and Josias Stewart of Ravin- Extension of
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g:f"nt:ﬁonto stoun as follows: — They have been diligent in employing the ﬁmemw
Kennedy of _granted to them for settling with their creditors and for relief of the 1627-January
Blalrquheaand Earl of Galloway, but owing to the shortness of it they can get little or },ﬁo'"&h
of Ravenston. nothing done, and crave a further extension. The Lords, “ understanding

the good intentioun of the saids supplicants towards the satisfactioun

of their creditours,” extend their protection until 3rd March next.
l.;:l:t:cr?:: to Petition by John New in , a8 follows :—His Majesty was pleased

" to sign a respite to him for the slaughter of David Toschoche of Mony- .

vaird, but their Lordships refused to expede it until he satisfied the

party. He is most willing to pay an assithement and to treat with Fol 179,

them thereanent, personally and by his friends, but he cannot safely go

about because of the horning against him for the said slaughter, and

therefore craves their Lordships’ protection. This the Lords grant till

1st June next.
Protectionto  Petition by Sylvester Rattray, brother of David Rattray of Craighall,
%’L’J"é’;’ as follows :—His Majesty has been pleased to sign a respite to him for the
‘]’)":v‘i‘:f’R":tmy slaughter of George Reid in Rattray, but he is informed that the Lords of
of Craighall. ~ Exchequer will not expede it until he give satisfaction and assithement

to the kin and friends of “ the said David Rattray.” He is most willing

to do 8o as far as lies in his power, but he dare not go about for treating

therein by reason of the hornings he underlies for the said slaughter,

and therefore craves their Lordships’ protection. This the Lords grant

until 1st June next.

Holyrood Commission under the Signet to Sir James Pringill of Gallascheills, Commissions,
ouse, 24th . . - . . 1624-80.
February 1629. Sheriff of Selkirk, Andro Ker and William Scot, bailies of Selkirk, Fol. 191, b.

Commission % James Pringill, apparent of Buckholme, George Ker of Newhall and

gﬁ:ﬁe‘ﬁ, Williame Middemist of Chappell, or any three of them, Sir James Pringill

Sherifiof  always being one, to hold courts and try Janet Minto and Bessie Meyne
Ef}"t’,.';]f’tﬁfy in Selkirk, Isobel Wight in Melros, Bessie Cumroy in Bowdoun, and

Janet Mintoin Janet Hendersoun in Lillisleif, who have been long suspected of witch-

othersfor  craft, etc. Signed by Mar, Hadintoun, Seafort, Areskine, Hamiltoun,

witchoraft. George Elphinstoun, and Scottistarvett.

gg&m&m “Most sacred Soverane, Having now conforme to your Majesteis ml"““'

February 160. directioun sattled the subcommissiouns after that parteis having interesse Fol. 16, s
L‘f;t;;fcgg_ wer heard and thair objectiouns and doubts with uniforme consent
mending the  discust and cleered, we have accordinglie dispatched 44 presbytereis

Council for bis instructed with ample warrand and commissioun to bring the mater of

diligence anent . . . . < .

the valuations. the valuatiouns to ane good and ‘happie conclusioun, whairin we expect
thair dewtifull and best endeavours to approve themselffes answerable
to the trust concredite unto them. There is some few presbytereis who
hes not as yitt made report of thair diligence aganis quhom your
Majesteis Counsell will proceid, and charges ar direct aganis thame for
calling of thame to thair answere. We cannot forbeare to acquaint your
Majestie that at the last meeting of the commissioun, quhilk wes in a

frequent and full nomber, notice wes tane be the whole table of the great
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mwm, panes tane be your Majesteis servand, James Prymrois, Clerk of the

Yo.154,s. Commissioun, thir twa yeeres bygane and more, in the following out of

that service, who carefullie and panefullie hes attendit the same and

quickelie and tymouslie dispatched all the directiouns occurring thairin

with suche excessive panes and travellis be reasoun of the importance

and weight of the bussines and great nomber of the charges and warrands

" quhilks have beene directed at severall dyets throught the whole king-

dome that the lyke thairof both in difficultie and nomber hes not fallin

out in the kingdome of before, quhilk merites your Majesteis gracious

consideratioun, and qubairof the haill table tooke notice without anie

motioun made be him to the table thereanent, and thairfoir it wes con-

cludit that he sould be recommendit to your Majesteis gracious remem-

brance ; quhilk be warrand frome the table we have heereby presoomed

most submissivelie to doe, and so, etc. Halyruidhous, 24 February

1629.  Subscribitur, Mar, Hadintoun, Seafort, Areskine, Dumblane,
Carnegie, Hamiltoun, S* Thomas Hoip, S. G. Elphinstoun.”

“ After our verie heartilie commendatiouns to your good lordship. Holyrood
Quhairas the tyme of his Majesteis intendit heerecomming now approaches ?;i‘,‘::;,ﬁ“ {‘;29,
and drawes neere so that it is necessar that his Majesteis houssis, 13;::3‘?:: to
especiallie suche houssis quhair his Majestie is to have ane abode or Stormont to
residence, be prepared and drest for his Majesteis more contented recep- Pre§are,Falk-

Pol.154,b.  tioun, and that persouns now having anie dwelling thairin be removed out for the recep-
of the same. And we have directed some of his Majesteis Counsell, with Majesty.
the Maister of his Majesteis workes, to come and see the saids houssis
and in quhat estait they presentlie ar, and if all the furnitoure and
other things left thairin at our soverane Lords his last being in this
countrie be yitt extant within the same and be quhom anie part or
portioun of the same hes beene meddled with or putt away. And seing
the place of Falkland is one of the speciall houssis quhair his Majestie
will have ane residence next to Halyruidhous, these ar thairfoir to
requeist your Lordship to caus the said hous to be made void and red of
all people and the keyes thairof delyvered to the Maister of Works with
all the furniture and quhat other things wer left thairin upoun inventar
as said is, and so committing your good lordship to Gods protectioun, we
rest. Frome Halyruidhous 25 February 1629. Subscribitur, Hadintoun,
Carnegie, Advocat, S* James Baillie.”

« After our verie heartilie commendatiouns. Quhairas Sir James ggmth
Bailzie, knight, who wes nominat to be one of the commissioners for that February 1629.
shirefdome to this approacheing Parliament cannot attend that charge in ai;"gf;fi‘ﬁ‘%f
respect of the manie necessar imployments quhairwith he will be imployed Haddington
the tyme of his Majesteis heerebeing, the charge quhairof will altogidder commissioner
distract him frome anie other imployment, and thairfoir these ar to for the shire to
requeist and desire yow to conveene the small barouns and freehalders of place of Str
that shirefdome with all convenient diligence and at thair meeting that gee ante,p.61.
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they make choise of some sufficient and famous persouns being his1 Letters
Majesteis freehalders, having a fourtie shilling land of auld extent at least Fol. 154, b,
haldin of his Majestie, to be conjunct commissioner for that shirefdome

in place of the said Sir James Baillie, and that yow see the commissioun

to be subscryved be sevin of the freehalders at least and sealed conforme to

the Act of Parliament, and that yow report your diligence heerein and
obedience of the freehalders to his Majesteis Counsell upoun the xvii day

of Marche nixtocome ; quhilk looking assuredlie yow will dow as yow

respe ¢ his Majesteis obedience, we committ, etc. Halyruidhous, 25
February 1629. Subscribitur, Hadintoun, Carnegie, S* Thomas Hoip.”

Holyrood Sederunt—Treasurer; Privy Seal ; Roxburgh ; Seafort ; Lord Lorne ; f;g_g:l‘;m'!

February 1629, Lord Areskine; Lord Carnegie; Bishop of Dumblane Clerk 1629.
Register ; Advocate ; Justice Clerk ; Sir John Scot; Sir James Fol. 92 &
Baillie.

Charge to the “ Forsameekle as among the manie prepamtlouns whilk must be tymouslie
Conveners of

the Justices of foreseene and had in readinesse aganis the tyme of his Majesteis heere-
Peaceto . comming that of his Majesty’s carrage is not the least, but doeth als

pmm;:léof neerelie concerne his Majesteis honnour and service and credite of the

horses for  countrie as anie uther service whatsomever that will occurre in his
the convey-  Majesteis progresse throw this countrie ; and whereas this service of the
m{:n nis CBITAgE cannot be weill done bot be the shyres where his Majesteis pro-
appmchlng gresse and journeyes will ly, Thairfoir the Lords of Secreit Counsell
ordanis letters to be direct charging Sir George Forrester of Corstorphine,
conveenner of the justices of peace within the shirefdome of Edinburgh

principall ; Douglas of Kilspindie, conveenner of the justices of

peace within the constabularie of Hadintoun; Sir Johne Home of Blacader,
conveenner of the justices of peace within the shirefdome of Bervick;

Ker of Schaw, conveenner of the justices of peace within the

baillerie of Lauderdaill ; Williame Dowglas of Bonjedburgh, conveener of

the justices of peace within the bounds of East Teviotdaill ; Johne Dundas

of Newlistoun, conveenner of the justices of peace within the shirefdome

of Linlithgow ; Murrey of Powmais, conveenner of the justices of

peace within the shirefdome of Stirline and Clackmannane; M* Johne

Leslie of Newtoun, conveenner of the justices of peace within the shiref-

dome of Fyffe and Kinroscher ; the Laird of Inchemartine, conveenner of
thejustices of peace within the shirefdome of Perth ; Sir Johne Scrimgeour

of Duddop, conveenner of the justices of peace within the shirefdome of

Forfar; Mr Walter Quhytfurde, conveenner of the justices of peace within

the stewartrie of Annerdaill ; Alexander M°Culloch of Mertoun, conveenner

of the justices of peace within the shirefdome of Wigtoun and stewartrie of
Kirkcudbright ; Sir Johne Charters of Amisfeild, conveenner of the jus-

tices of peace within the shirefdome of Dumfreis, and Robert Hamiltoun

of Torrence, conveenner of the justices of peace within the shirefdome of
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llg_;:ll;'ﬂw Lanerk, that they and everie ane of thame within the bounds of

162, thair severall offices and jurisdictions conveene the haill justices of

Fol. 92, b. peace to burgh and land so soone as convenientlie may be, and at thair
meetings respective that they make a particular distributioun of the bounds
within thair charge in parishes appointing some of thair nomber for everie
parish to try what nomber of cairts and hors for carrage everie parish to
burgh and land may furnishe for his Majesteis carrage upoun his Majesteis
expenses, and that they or anie twa of thame appoint a constable in everie
parish who sall be answerable that the cairts and hors for carrage detigned
to everie parish sall be in readinesse for lifting of his Majesteis carrage at
suche tymes and places as they sall be advertised be the other constables
who sall have the charge to advertise thame; and that they appoint
within everie shirefdome twa constables who sall be answerable to the
maisters of his Majesteis carrage that they sall caus the other constables
appointed in everie parish have thair haill cairts and hors for carrage
designed to the parish in readinesse and that they sall come and lift his
Majesteis carrage at suche tymes and places as they sall be advertised ;
and that they prescryve and sett doun suche other Acts and ordinances
as may assure the tymous and readie lifting of his Majesteis carrage;
and that the saids cairts and hors for carrage be provyded and furnished
with all things necessar for the carrage, as namelie with presses, eyre-
ledders of yrne, cords and all uthers necessars; and that the saids con-
veenners compeir personallie before the saids Lords upoun the particular
dayes underwrittin, viz., the conveenners of the justices of peace within
the shirefdomes of Edinburgh, Hadintoun, Bervick, Roxburgh, baillerie
of Lauderdaill, Linlithgow and Stirline upoun the xxiiij day of Marche
nixtocome, and the remanent conveenners of the saids justices of peace
upoun the last day of the said moneth of Marche, and exhibite with
thame a formall report in writt of thair proceedings in this bussines,
under the pane of rebellioun, etc., with certificatioun, ete.”

“ Forsameekle as thair hes beene manie good Acts made be the Kings gf:;g;g:ntg;
Majestie and his predecessours of famous and worthie memorie aganis beggars in
strong, ydle and maisterfull beggers, of whome this countrie is now full, 3jens’
by the quhilks it is commanded that nane be suffered to beg nather to :Pm?t’f’“"w
burgh nor land betuix fourtein and three score and ten yeeres of age,
and that all strong, ydle and vagabound beggers, counterfoote bairds and
fooles, that runnes athort the countrie begging and extorting almous sall
be apprehendit, putt in waird in stockes and yrnes and deteanned thairin
so long as they have of thair awin to live on and when that failes that
their eares be nailed to the trone or some other tree and that their eares
be cutt aff and they banished the countrie, and if thairafter they be
found againe that they be hanged to the deid ; and that nane be suffered
to beg in ane parish that ar borne in another, and that these that ar
allowed to beg in everie parish have tokens givin unto thame whairthrow
they may be knowin, and that no others be served with almous in the

VOL. III, E
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parish bot suche as beiris the said tokin allanerlie ; and they that begges fgzt;j:lb;m'
without the tokin to be marked and brunt in the cheeke with ane hote 1629.
burning yrne, and that all beggers sould addresse thameselffes to the Fol. 82, b.
parishes where they wer borne and made vhair last sevin yeeres residence
and there conteane thameselffes and on nawayes goe furth thairof, as in Fol 83, a.
the saids Acts, as namelie in the Acts made be his Majesteis darrest
father of blessed memorie in his saxt, twelffe, fyftene and saxtene Parlia-
ments, whairin lykewayes the forme, ordour and maner of executioun of
the same Acts and the course and ordour prescryved for interteanyng of
the poore at lenth is conteanit ; the executioun of quhilks Acts hes beene
thir diverse yeeres bygane neglected be the oversight of these unto whois
charge the same apperteanned, sua that the nomber of strong and sturdie
beggers and vagabound theeves is exceeding great and daylie increasses
throw all pairts of the kingdome, especiallie within the burgh of Edin-
burgh, the Cannogait, Leith, the West Port and Potterraw, where and
in the pairt callit S* Ninians Raw they have thair ordinarie ressetts,
passing thair tyme in the night in all kynde of beastlie filthinesse and
leacherie, and in the day tyme come publictlie to the streits, some of
thame lyes all the day upoun the calsey of the Cannogait and with
shamefull exclamatiouns not onelie extorts almous but importuns his
Majesteis nobilitie and counsellours and others his Majesteis good
subjects repairing to the burgh of Edinburgh, sua that hardlie can
anie man walke upoun the streits or conferre under staires bot they
ar impeshed be thir beggerlie lymmars, of whome lykeways nombers
lyes betweene Leith and Edinburgh and upoun the hie streits leading
to and fra the ports of the burgh of Edinburgh to the great reproache
and scandall of the countrie, besides the procuring of the heavie wraith
and displeasure of God upoun the haill natioun throw the wicked and
godlesse forme of living used amongs thir mischant, beggers without
mariage or baptisme of thair bairnes. And whereas the Kings Majestie
is now shortlie to honnour this his ancient kingdome with his royall
presence and is to be accompanied with nombers of the nobilitie and
others persouns of ranke and qualitie of the kingdome of England, it
is lyke eneugh that thir vagabound theeves and beggers sall follow his
Majesteis royall Court and importune and fasch the noblemen and others
attending his Majestie with thair shamelesse exclamatiouns and crying
whilk will procure his Majesteis high miscontentment and offence
beside the discredite of the countrie; Thairfoir the Lords of Secreit
Counsell ordanis letters to be direct to make publicatioun of the saids
Acts of Parliament made aganis strong and sturdie beggers, counter-
foote bairds and fooles, be opin proclamatioun at the mercat croces of
the heid burrowes of this kingdome, whairthrow nane pretend igno-
rance of the same, and to command and charge all and sindrie beggers
of whatsomever qualitie that within fyftene dayes after publicatioun
heerof they addresse thameselffes to the parishes where they wer borne
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Agj‘m and made thair last sevin yeeres residence and thair conteane thame-

selffes, and that they onnawayes presoome to come out of the parish
nor to be found begging within the parish without the marke of the
parish under the panes foresaids specifeit in the saids Acts, viz., if
they be found begging out of the parish, to be wairdit, putt in the
stockes or yrnes, scourged and thair eares nailed to the trone or some
other tree for the first fault, and for the nixt fault to be hanged to
the deid ; and suche as begges within the parish without the marke and
token of the parish to be brunt in the cheeke with ane hote yrne:
And siclyke to command, charge and inhibite all his Majesteis lieges
that nane of thame give almous to anie of the saids beggers after the
saids fyftene dayes bot to suche as ar beggers of thair awin parish under
the pane of fyve pund to be incurred be thame and to be uplifted be
the commissioners of the toun and parish where the contraveenner
dwellis: And siclyke to command and charge all and sindrie the saids
strong and sturdie beggers, counterfoote bairds and fooles, that nane of
thame presoome nor take upoun hand to resort nor repaire toward his
Majesteis royall Court during the tyme of his Majesteis being within
this kingdome within the space of sax myles to the same, under the pane
of deid: And siclyke to command and charge all and sindrie his Majesteis
lieges, awners, heretours, lyverenters of land within the burgh of Edin-
burgh, Leith, the Cannogait, the West Port, Potterraw, Pleasance, Leith
Wynd, S* Ninians Raw and other suburbs about the burgh of Edinburgh
that nane of thame presoome nor take upoun hand to sett anie houses to
beggers or to suffer anie beggers to have ressett or beild within the same :
And siclyke to command and charge all his Majesteis lieges dwelling
within the bounds foresaids and within the parishes of Halyrudhous,
Leith, St Cuthberts, Duddingstoun, Libbertoun, Corstorphine and Craw-
mond that nane of thame ressett or hoord anie beggers within thair
houses under the pane of twentie pund to be incurred foties guoties be
everie persoun or persouns setters of thair houses to beggers or ressetters
of beggers within thair houses, whilks paines sall be uplifted of thame
with all rigour: And to command and charge the provest and bailleis of
Edinburgh, the bailleis of Leith and Cannogait, the Laird of Innerleith
and his bailleis of the West Port and Potterraw, and the provest and
bailleis of all other touns whairunto his Majestie sall happin to resort
and repaire within this kingdome that they and everie ane of thame
keepe thair streits and commoun vennellis cleere of beggers and that
nane be suffered to beg nor seeke almous thairon, and that the bailleis
of the Cannogait caus keepe the whole calsey of the Cannogait betuix
the Neather Bow and the palace of Halyrudhous free and cleere of
beggers, and that nane be suffered to ly upoun the calsey nor to seeke
almous upoun the same ; and to charge the Laird of Innerleith and his
bailleis of the West Port and Potterraw to doe the lyke: And siclyke
to command and charge M* Umphra Blenscheills and uthers awners of
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houses at the foote of Leith Wynde to remove the haill beggers out of Acta Fobrusry
thair houses, and suffer nane to have residence, beild nor remaining 1629 ’
thairin, under the pane to be callit, persewed and punished thairfoir with Fo- %>
all rigour: And to command and charge all and sindrie Magistrats to
burgh and land to whois charge and office the executioun of the saids
Acts perteanes, to putt the same Acts to dew and full executioun in all
points conforme to the tennour thairof ; and to command and charge the
Sessioun of the parish kirk to have a paire of fast stockes with strong
lockes and bands, and that all noblemen and barouns have the lyke at
thair houses for punishing of the saids strong and ydle beggers con-
traveenners of this Act, as they and everie ane of thame will answere to
his Majestie and his Counsell upoun the dewtifull discharge of thair
office.”
3’;“%‘;‘8";{““ “ Forsameekill as the Lords of Secreit Counsell according to his
highwaysin  Majesteis warrand and directioun sent unto thame tuicheing the repairing
m','.:fy "> of the hie wayes and passages throw quhilks his Majestie is to travell
approaching 4t his comming to this kingdome and making the same wayes faire and Fol. 94, a.
passable for coaches and otherwayes having by thair letters recom-
mendit unto the persouns particularlie following the prescryving of
the ordour and giving of directiouns how this service may be performed
by the travellis and charges of the inhabitants within the bounds whome
it concerned, viz.,, to the Erle of Home and Laird of West Nisbitt for
the bounds betuix Hadintoun and Beruick; to the Erle of Wintoun,
the Lord Prestoungrange, and the Laird of Prestoun for the bounds
betuix Hadintoun and Edinburgh; to the Erle of Linlithgow and
Thomas Dalyell for the bounds betuix Edinburgh and Linlithgow ; to the
Erle of Wigtoun and Laird of Keir for the bounds betuix Linlithgow
and Stirline; to the Laird of Clackmannan and Sir Johne Prestoun of
Walifeild for the bounds betuix Stirline and Dunfermline; to the
Vicount of Stormont, the Lords Melvill and Burlie for the bounds
betuix Dunfermline and Falkland; to the Erle of Rothesse, the Lords
Melvill and Innerteill for the bounds betuix Bruntilland and Falkland;
to the said Vicount of Stormont, the Erle of Perth and Lord Balmanno
for the bounds betuix Falkland and Perth; to the Lord Chanceller and
Laird of Inchemartine for the bounds betuix Perth and Dundie; to the
Lord Carnegie and Constable of Dundie for the bounds betuix Dundie
and Brechin; to the saids Erle of Rothesse and Lord Melvill for
the bounds betuix the ferrie of Dundie and Falkland and betuix St
Andrewes and Falkland; to the Marqueis of Hamiltoun and Laird of
. Minto for the bounds betuix Glasgow and Hamiltoun; to the said
Marquis of Hamiltoun, the Erle of Angus and Vicount of Air for the
bounds betuix Hamiltoun and Drumlanrig; to the Erle of Nithisdaill,
the Vicount of Drumlanrig and Maister of Herreis for the bounds
betuix Drumlanrig and Dumfreis; and to the said Maister of Hereis,
the Lairds of Amisfeild and Cockepoole for the bounds betuix Dumfreis
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cta Pobruary and Carlill. And whereas a certane terme wes appointed to the

1628-July

1629. persouns abonewrittin for reporting thair diligence in this charge com-

Fol® 2  mitted unto thame, neverthelesse there is no diligence at all reported as
yitt, whairthrow this peece of service quhilk muche imports his Majesteis
contentment and credite of the countrie is lyke to be frustrat and
disappointed without remeid be provydit, Thairfoir the saids Lords
ordanis letters to be direct charging the persouns particularlie abone-
writtin and Sir Johne Hamiltoun of Lettrick in place of the said
Marqueis of Hamiltoun and Robert Crichtoun of Ryhill in place of the
said Vicount of Air, who ar now furth of this kingdome, to compeir
personallie before the saids Lords upoun the day of and to
bring and exhibite with thame ane perfyte report in writt conteaning
the forme and ordour prescryved be thame anent the repairing and
mending of the saids hie wayes, under the pane of rebellioun, etc., with
certificatioun, etc.”

“ Anent our Soverane Lords letters direct, makand mentioun,—Forsa- Charge to the

meekill as the Kings Majestie hes by diverse letters directed to the Lords anent the >

of Privie Counsell recommendit unto thame to have a speciall care for the paocation of
religious educatioun of noblemens childrein whois parents ar reputed to the froe
Fo.94, b.  be disconforme to the present profest religioun to the intent they mlght Seeante, p. 45.

be bred and trayned up in the trew grounds of religioun; and anent the
charge givin to Williame, Erle of Angus, to have compeered personallie,
brought, presented and exhibite with him Williame and James Dow-
glasses, his sonnes, Margaret, Jeane, Grissell and Anna Dowglasses, his
daughters, before the Lords of Privie Counsell this present xxvj day of
Februarie instant to the intent ordour and directioun might be givin

for thair educatioun and breeding in the grounds of trew religioun,
conforme to his Majesteis expresse will and pleasure signified to the saids

Lords for that effect, under the pane of rebellioun and putting of him to

the horne, with the certificatioun to him and he failyied letters sould

be direct simpliciter to putt him thairto, lykeas at mair lenth is con-
teanit in the saids letters, executiouns and indorsatiouns thairof : Quhilks

being callit, and Sir Thomas Hoip of Craighall, knight baronnet, his
Majesteis Advocat, compeirand personallie for his Majesteis interesse,

and the said Erle of Angus being lykewayes personallie present, who
excused the not exhibitioun of his saids daughters in respect as he
affirmed they wer in Tamtallan the tyme of the charge givin unto him

for exhibitioun of thame, whilk charge wes givin unto him in Dowglas,

and as for the eldest sone he declared that he wes bedfast of a sore leg,

and that he wes readie to exhibite the other sone. Whilk declaratioun

being heard. and considderit be the Lords and they being thairwith
rypelie advised the Lords of Secreit Counsell continewes the advysing of

the place where his sonne sall be boordit till the tent of Marche nixt;

and ordanis the Erle to be advised betuix and that day whome he will
nominat to be pedagogue to his sone; and ordanis him to exhibite
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his twa eldest daughters before the said Lords upoun the said tent day
of Marche nixt.”

“Forsameekill as certane termes and dyets being appointed to the

of omey, ,.,8 presbytereis of this kingdome for making a report of thair diligence in

others, to

ascertain the

value of the

the nominatioun of subcommissioners for trying of the valuatiouns and
the trew worth and rate of the teinds in eache parish there is no report
at all made as yitt of anie diligence done within Orkney and Zetland,
sua that his Majesteis service in this point for that pairt of the countrie
is lyke to be frustrat and disappointed, Thairfoir the Lords of Secreit
Counsell hes givin and grantit and be the tennour heerof gives and
grants full power and commissioun be thir presents to George, Bishop
of Orkney, Mr Johne Dick, shireff depute, Williame Sinclare of Sybo,
Edward Sinclare of Essinquoy, James Fea, fear of Cobarstoun, George
Sinclair of Rapnes, Johne Colweill of Hope, Robert Halke of Catoa and
Johne Fleeming of Carwod, or anie fyve of thame, to try and informe
thameselffes by all the lawfull wayes and meanes they can according to

Aetl Febrnary
~July

1629

Fol. %4, b.

the articles following of the trew worth of the lands of the parishesFol. 95, a.

within the presbytereis of Orkney and Zetland in stocke and teind, where
the teinds hes beene bruiked in stocke and teind in tyme bygane, and
what the lands payes presentlie, what they have payed in tyme bygane
and what they may pay of constant rent in stocke and teind in tyme
comming, and that they report to the general commissioun the just and
trew worth thereof in constant rent to thair judgement; with power
lykewayes to the saids subcommissioners or anie fyve of thame to informe
thameselffes by all the lawfull wayes and meanes they can according to
the articles following of the trew and constant worth of the teinds, both
great and small, where the teind hath beene drawin severallie frome the
stocke be the titular or his tacksman not being heretour of the land for
the space of sevin yeeres within these fyftene yeares bygane at least, and
if the heretour be desyrous that the rent be lykewayes tryed with the
teind according to the trew and constant worth and rent of the land
the saids Lords allowes the subcommissioners to doe the same; and re-
commends to the subcommissioners to deale faithfullie in thir valuatiouns,
becaus after thair precise tryell his Majestie is to give the ease thairin
to the heretours : With power to the saids subcommissioners for this effect
to conveene and meete in the seate of the said presbyterie of Orkney or
suche other convenient place as they sall appoint and publishe where
the people may be accommodat in interteanement and loodging; com-
manding heereby the saids subcommissioners to sitt twise everie weeke
and ofter as they please, and remitts the dayes of thair meeting to thair

“awin choise and appointment ; and with power to thame at thair meet-

ings to call all parteis having interesse in thir valuatiouns before thame,
and if both parteis be present that they proceid to thair tryell without
citatioun by writt, witnesse or oath of partie, in maner sett doun in this
subcommissioun, and that nane be admitted to be witnesse bot suche as
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Acta February ar knowin to be famous men and worth ane hundreth pund of free geir:

1628-July
1629.
Fol. 95, a.

Fol. 95, b.

And if the parteis having interesse in thir valuatiouns be not present,
with power to the gaids subcommissioners or anie fyve of thame as said
is to direct thair awin precepts and to caus charge the saids parteis
personallie if they can be apprehended, and failyeing thairof at thair
dwelling place, and be opin proclamatioun at thair parish kirk and heid
burgh of the shyre where the lands and teinds contraverted lyes, to com-
peir before the saids subcommissioners at suche dayes as they sall
appoint with continuatioun of dayes to heare and see the saids valua-
tiouns tryed and cleered, and ordanis that these who dwellis within the
presbytereis sall be charged upoun ten dayes warning, and that these
that dwellis out of the presbyterie sall be charged upoun twentie dayes
wairning in maner foresaid, and that minors be charged personallie or
at thair dwelling places, and that thair tutours and curatours be charged
be opin proclamatioun at the mercat croce of the heid burgh of the shyre
where the land lyes, and that suche persouns as ar not within the
countrie be chargit at thair dwelling places and be opin proclamatioun
at thair parish kirk, peir and shore of Leith upoun threescore dayes
warning. And if nather titular nor heretour will compeir before the saids
subcommissioners and insist in the cleering and trying of thir valua-
tiouns, with power to the said subcommissioners or anie fyve of thame
as said is, to make choise of ane procuratour fiscall and to authorize him
with thair warrand to persew and follow out the probatioun and tryell
of the valuatiouns concerning these who delayes or refuises to insist,
which persute and tryell they sall prosecute and follow out if the
titular or heretour refuise or delay thair persute till the fyftene day of
Maij nixt, but prejudice to the said procuratour fiscall to proceid sooner
in his persute if the subcommissioners or he sall be so commanded by
his Majestie. And the saids Lords ordaines that the charges and
expenses to be bestowed be the said procuratour fiscall upoun thir
citatiouns sall be refounded unto him upoun productioun and allowance
of his compt by his Majesteis Thesaurar and Ressavers of his Majesteis
Rents, whome the saids Lords ordaines to pay the same accordinglie.
With power lykewayes to the saids subcommissioners or anie fyve of
thame to direct thair precepts at the instance of the partie persewer or
defender if they desire the same, and if they neglect the same, at the
instance of the procuratour fiscall, for the charging of witnesses to
compeir and depone anent the clearing of the saids valuatiouns; which
witnesses, notwithstanding of the absence of the parteis, the saids Lords
ordanis the saids commissioners to purge of partiall counsell and that they
ar nather within degrees of consanguinitie nor affinitie nor removeable
tennents nor domestick servants to the parteis having interesse; and
ordanis the depositiouns of thir witnesses to be subscryved be the most
pairt of the subcommissioners being present, and that suche of thame
as cannot write caus the clerk of thair court subscryve for thame.
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And if anie of the parteis, to witt, the persewer or defender make choise m:lb;\mry
of the tennant or servant of his adverse pairtie to be witnesse in his 1629.
caus the saids Lords ordains and commands the maisters of suche wit- Fo- 9 ®
nesses to enter and present thame and to caus thame compeir before the
saids subcommissioners to depone and beare witnessing in the premisses
as they will answere upoun thair dewtie and obedience. And whair the
stocke and teind ar to be valued togidder, the saids Lords finds, declaires
and ordains that it sall be lawfull to the titular or heretour and to either
or both to use thair probatioun and that the witnesses to be produced by Fol. 96, a.
thame sall be of equall nomber not exceeding ten persouns if they please
to use so manie: and where the teind hath beene severallie led for the
space of sevin yeeres in maner foresaid and is to be valued by the selffe,
the saids Lords ordaines and declaires that the titular sall be preferred
and have the prerogative of the probatioun, reserving to the heretour the
power to prove the trew and constant worth of his lands be ten witnesses
if he please to use so manie. And siclyke the saids Lords declares that
it sall be lawfull to anie parteis having right to the teinds of other mens
lands to referre to thair oath of veritie the just and trew worthe of the
stocke and teind joyntelie or of the teinds severallie by the selffe. With
power lykewayes to the saids subcommissioners or anie fyve of thame, as
said is, to take the parteis oath de calumnia upoun the trueth of the rent
and valuatioun to be givin in by thame and that als weill of both parteis
if they be present as of one of thame in absence of the other, which oath
the saids Lords ordains to be givin in thir termes: That the partie
beleeves that the valuation or rentall givin in by him is a trew rentall.
And where rentalls of teinds ar by the space of fourtie yeeres in victuall
neere hand the just availl the saids Lords ordanis the same to stand if
both parteis agree and none oppone aganis the same. And where it sall
fall out that there sall be ane concurse of contrarie probatioun produced
be both parteis, the saids Lords ordanis the subcommissioners to have
respect to these witnesses who gives the best and cleerest caus of thair
knowledge and without respect of pluralitie. And where the sub-
commissioners ar in equall nomber the saids Lords ordanis the conveenner
or moderatour not to vote where the votes ar oddes before it come to
him bot allanerlie where the votes ar alyke and than his vote to be givin
and no otherwayes. And whereas it is necessarie and requisite for the
formalitie of proceeding and for the more speedie and quicke dispatche
of the proceedings in this subcommissioun that a conveenner and
moderatour be chosin in the saids presbytereis to conveene his associats
and to moderate at thair meeting, Thairfoir the saids Lords have npminat
and appointed and be the tennour heerof nominats and appoints the said
Bishop of Orkney to be conveenner for the saids presbytereis of Orkney and
Zetland, who sall onelie conveene his associats to thair first meeting, at
the which first meeting ordains the subcommissioners to make choise
thameselffes of a conveenner for all the rest of thair meetings. With
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Acta l‘olrmy power lykewayes to the saids subcommissioners or anie fyve of thame to

1628—Jul
1629.
Fol. 96, b.

Fol. 97, 8.

make choise of ane famous and honest man to be thair clerk, which clerk
sall be ather shireff clerk, clerk to the justices of peace, commissar clerk,
or some other honest and famous notar. And whereas diverse persouns
als weill parteis as witnesses will necessarlie have occasioun to attend the
saids subcommissioners for cleering of the saids valuatiouns who darre
not compeir and attend that service for feare of some civill hornings
quhilks they underly, Thairfoir the saids Lords declaires and ordains that
all suche persouns als weill parteis as witnesses who sall be wairned to
compeir before the saids subcommissioners or sall have interesse without
citatioun to attend thame for trying of the saids valuatiouns that they
sall be free to compeir and attend the saids subcommissioners for the caus
foresaid and that for the space of aucht dayes preceeding the dyet of thair
compeirance and for the space of aucht dayes thereafter, discharging in the
meane tyme all judges, officiars and magistrats to burgh and land of all
taking, apprebending, wairding or arreisting of anie of the saids persouns
be vertew of anie civill hornings or captiouns raised thairupoun, dis-
charging thame thairof and of thair offices in that pairt during the space
foresaid. And the saids Lords ordains that all the dyets of the sub-
commissioun sall be with continewatioun of dayes. And whereas the
persouns particularlie abonewrittin, nominat subcommissioners for the
saids presbytereis, have not accepted that charge upoun thame and givin
thair oath for the faithfull executioun thairof, Thairfoir the saids Lords
hes givin and grantit and be the tennour heerof gives and grants full
power, warrand and commissioun to the moderatour and brethrein of the
said presbyterie of Orkney to receave the oath of the subcommissioners
abonewrittin for the faithfull discharge of the same subcommissioun, and
to make a note thairof and of the saids subcommissioners thair accepta-
tioun of the same to the saids Lords; commanding and charging also
the saids subcommissioners to compeir and make thair addresse to
the said presbyterie upoun the first presbyterie day after they
have receaved thair subcommissioun and there in presence of the
presbyterie to accept the subcommissioun upoun thame and give
thair oath. And the saids Lords ordains the saids subcommissioners
of the saids presbytereis of Orkney and Zetland to make a report
of thair proceedings and diligence in the executioun of this present sub-
commissioun to the saids Lords upoun the xxviij day of Julij nixtocome
or sooner if they be readie to doe the same, as they will testifie thair
affectioun to the furtherance and advancement of so good and necessar a
worke. And the saids Lords ordains and declaires conforme to ane
former Act made to this purpose that nane of the subcommissioners sall
have vote in anie matter whairin he sall be knowin to have interesse
himselffe. And ordains letters to be direct to make publicatioun heerof
at the mercat croce of Kirkwall whairthrow nane pretend ignorance of
the same, and to command and charge all and sindrie his Majesteis lieges
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and subjects to reverence, a.cknowlcdge and obey, concurre, fortifie and m&b;unn
assist the saids subcommissioners in all and everie thing tending to the 1629.
executioun of this present subcommissioun, and for this effect to compeir F°!- 97- =
before thame so oft as they sall be charged to this effect, and to doe and
performe that which to thair dewtie and charge apperteannes as they will
answere upoun thair obedience at thair highest charge and perrell, and
under the pane to be called, censured and punished for the same
accordingly.”
Charge for the  “ Forsameekill as the Lords of Secreit Counsell considdering how that
m’:ﬁff&;{ thir diverse yeeres bygane the people repairing to the burgh of Edinburgh
L;‘du;l"“zdﬂ‘:f from Mussilburgh, Fisherraw, and others pairts in East Lothiane,hes made
Holyrood, in  thair ordinarie passage throw the kirkyaird of Halyrudhous whilk they
fﬁi}’,&y‘l defile with filth and otherwayes, especiallie at the verie side of the kirk
approaching  4nd direct under the windowes of his Majesteis galrie of Halyrudhous,
whilk will be verie unseemelie to be seene be strangers the tyme of his
Majesteis heere being, Thairfoir the saids Lords upoun the consideratioun
foresaid and upoun manie other good respects hes thought meit and
expedient, commanded and ordained that the east style leading to the
churchyard of the said kirk sall be closed and built up with stone and
lyme for restrayning of the passage of people throw the said kirkyaird
whilk is no hie nor ordinarie way, anent the closing and building up of
the whilk style this present act sall be unto these whome it concerns a
sufficient warrand.”
Charge to “ Forsameekill as the Lords of Secreit Counsell finds it meit and

?:fdﬁ&?x:gg, expedient that aganis the tyme of his Majesteis heere comming the kirk

ﬂ,‘.’&:”,’,h“ of Halyrudhous sall be sighted and that suche defects as ar thairin
improvements (whilks ar ather a hinder to the lights of the kirk or otherwayes) sall be
in E?Lym of helped by removing of the lafts being within the said kirk and placeing
his M.,e“y. of thame in some other convenient pairt whair the light of the kirk will
not be impeded nor hurt, Thairfoir the saids Lords nominats, appoints
and ordains Adame, Bishop of Dumblane, Sir Johne Scot of Scottistarvett,
knight, and Sir James Bailzie of Lochend, with James Murrey, maister
of his Majesteis workes, to repaire to the said kirk of Halyrudhous and
take a perfyte survey thairof and of suche defects as ar thairin and ar
fitting to be decored and reformed, what lofts ar necessar to be removed
and in what other convenient places of the kirk they may be sett and
sattled, and to report thair opinioun thereanent to the saids Lords, to the

intent directioun and ordour may be givin thereanent accordinglie.”

Holyrood Sederunt as recorded above. Decre
House, 26th [ ] \Tovel:ber
February 1629, 16274a.nuarr
Continuati __

% ; tinuation Petition Ly Alexander Mc°Culloch of Mertoun, as follows :—He has 1630. Fol. 179, b.

to‘Alexander ‘some great actiouns before the Sessioun, as namelie, one aganis the
ﬁﬁ;ﬂ,‘,‘f"“ °f relict of Doctour McCulloch, whilk hes this long tyme dependit and hes

bred him a great deale of trouble and ydle and needlesse charges; and
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Decreta, whereas in the attending upoun thir actiouns he spends his tyme, waists

167 January his estait, and neglects all his other adoes, he is thairfoir resolved to take

}3‘.1179,1; a present course for cutting short of all his actiouns by disponing of
suche a proportioun of his land and heretage as will give unto all his
creditours satisfactioun.” But his lying under some hornings hinders
“ this good and necessar worke whilk imports the standing and decaying
of his hous,” and he therefore craves their Lordships’ protection.  This
the Lords grant until 3rd March next.

Ful 180, a. Complaint by the Moderator and brethren of the presbyteries of the George, Earlof
diocese of Caithnes, as follows :—They are obliged by the Act of Parlia- S:,;t‘,‘;j““' And
ment held at Edinburgh in June 1594 to proceed against Papists and gonouaced for
those suspected to be so, and to delate recusants to the Council, who are the censure of
thereupon to proceed ugainst them by denunciation and escheat, not '
only of movable goods, but of liferent rights. Now George, Earl of
Caithnes, Francis Sinclair of Stirkock, Sir Alexander Gordoun of Navi-
daill, knight, and Dame Margaret Mc°Cleud, his spouse, being long
suspected as Papists, and baving been for that cause, and for refusal to
frequent the Kirk, hear the Word, and communicate, called before the
complainers, and contemptuously disobeying and continuing with “ane
obstinat and objured resolutioun” in their erroneous opinions, were, after
long pains and patience on the part of the complainers, proceeded against
with the censures of the Kirk. On 14th October 1627 the said Earl
of Caithnes and Francis Sinclair were excommunicated in the Kirk of

Ful 18,5 Halkirk in time of Divine service by Mr Alexander Cumming, minister
there, and on 4th September 1627 Sir Alexander Gordoun and his wife
were excommunicated in the Kirk of Loth by the minister thereof, but
they pay no heed thereto. Charge having been given to these persons to
compear and produce certificates of their relaxation from the said
censures, and Sir Thomas Hoip of Craighall, King’s Advocate, compearing
for his Majesty’s interest, but the defenders not compearing, the Lords
ordain them to be denounced and escheat.

Complaint by Sir Thomas Hoip of Craighall, King's Advocate, and gO;nplainEt“ by
by George, Earl of Caithnes, and Francis Sinclair, his lawful son, RSCnitrhxl;;ss, ‘and
follows:—Though the wearing of hagbuts and pistols and the convoca- ﬂ’,:“:;’;i‘;ii
tion of the lieges in arms are very strictly prohibited by law, yet on g:snotsgg:“fi;r

#3181, 8. 28th August last, John Sinclair of Dunbeth, George Mowat, son to asssult and
Andrew Mowat of Swinzie, John Gilbertsone in Dunbeth, Angus and ™"
Alaster Robsoun there, Angus Roresoun there, Alexander, John and
Andrew Watersoun there, John Mowat and John Huchesoun in Easter
Greeneland, Donald Mc¢Rorie in Ballantenuk, and Hutcheon Forbes,
servitor to the said Laird of Dunbeth, with others to the number of
forty persons, armed with bows, darlochs, swords, hagbuts, pistols, and
and other weapons, came in tumultuous manner to the lands of ,
adjacent to the said Earl's gate and dwelling-house, where four herds

were watching some goods pastured there, the property of Lady Isobell
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Sinclair, his daughter, and fiercely assailing “the poore people, houssed Decreta,
thame within thair houses, threatned thame of thair lyffes if they ma.de 1627-Jlnury
anie oppositioun or resistance unto thame,” and then took away a great Ffﬁom .
number of “ky, oxin and sheepe perteaning to the said Erles spous and
daughter.” When the said Earl heard of this he sent his said son
Francis to ascertain the cause of this convocation and reaf at his gate,
but “they returned no other answere bot with thair bendit bowes,
nocked arrowes, and bendit pistolets, persewed the said Erles sone and
the few persouns in companie with him of thair lyffes, shott arrowes at
thame and threatned thame with present death if they depairted not.”
Charge having been given to the persons named, and the pursuers com-
pearing, the Advocate personally and the Earl and his son by William Fol. 181, L.
Mortimer, indweller in Edinburgh, but the defenders not compearing,
the Lords ordain them to be denounced and escheat.
gg{,{,mgm Commission under the Signet to the Sheriff of Renfrew and hlswn
February 1629. deputes, jointly and severally, as justices, to hold courts and try Bessie Fol 192, a.
3?:‘;;',‘;};"0';’ Peacoke, spouse to James Simsoun in Gourocke, who has been long
Renfrew lo try suspected of witchceraft, and whose depositions and confessions support
cock in the same. Signed by Mar, Hadintoun, Seafort, Carnegy, Hamiltoun,
Gourock for .
witcheratt.  81id ST Thomas Hoip.
Letter to be “ A letter to be writtin to his Majestie certifeeing his Majestie of the 3&"2"9"'&
;‘i"d;‘:;:.dt;o contempt of the Marques of Huntlie, who being ordanit to be denuncit Fol. 114,
anent the .  rebell hes without ony obedience givin or acquenting of the Counsell
Huntly. maid his addresse to his Majestie, quhairby his Majesteis auctoritie is
slighted and contempned, the estate of religioun endangerit by the pre-
sumptioun of the papistis and fearis of the ministeris and trew profes-
souris yf his Majestie sall allow unto the Marques countenance or
favour, and thairfoir humelie to intreate his Majestie to remitt the
Marques bak heir to abyde his tryall and performe his duetifull obedience

without showeing unto him ony kynd of princelie indulgence.”

g’mﬂlum “A missive to Sir Williame Setoun to be heir upoun Twisday.”
The Laird of “The Laird of Corstorphin nominat convenair of the justiceis of peace

Comtorphine within the shirefdome of Edinburgh in place of Sir James Dundas, and
of Kilspindie. the Laird of Kilspindie, convenair of the justiceis within the con-
stabularie of Hadintoun, in place of Sir Williame Seytoun.”
grﬂg‘;’g}‘l:ﬁ “The quhilk day intimatioun wes maid to the burgh of Edinburgh Fol. 114,b.
be put fnorderand  the Cannogait to haif a cair that thair houses be in goode ordour,
for the recep-
tionof his =~ thair naprie savorie, thair streitis keept clene, beggaris removed, and
Majesty.  udgeingis prepairit for his Majesteis tryne.”
g;:‘;;l: tobe “ The. Lordis ordan.is _the s.hireﬁis who hess not reportit thair dil.igence
denounced.  in electioun of commissionaris for the Parliament to he denunceit, and
yf they reporte befoir the registratioun the denunciatioun to be voyde.”
ggl:mth “ After our verie heartilie commendatiouns to your good lordship. Roy-l Letters.
February1620. There wer laitlie two lymmers apprehendit for robbing one Niniane For 154,b

%‘?ﬁfgm’”ﬂi‘; Halyday under cloud of night at the West Port of Edinburgh, who being
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w" examined upoun thair guiltines of the said cryme they for thair awin mder anent

liberatioun and to lessen thair punishment by dwydlng of the fault faulselie who hndl{:::;
accused one Johne Balfour to have beene accessorie with them to the Distakenly

committing of the deid, for the quhilk they being all three putt to the d“&é""
knowlege of ane assyze they wer condemned and convict to be hanged ; seeqnte, p. 16.
quhairupoun the two lymmars finding themselffes disappointed of thair
hopes and thair consciences remording them for thair unjust challenge of
Balfoure, they come presentlie to a confessioun of the wrong and cleered
his innocencie in presence of the court, quhilk being represented to the
Counsell be the bailleis of Edinburgh ordour wes givin unto thame to
stay and superseid the executioun of Balfoure and to require the ministers
to demand the other twa upoun the ledder tuicheing the truthe of thair
declaratioun, quhilk being accordinglie done they went to death ratifeing
the same, as the report thereof heerewith sent up to your lordship more
fully beiris. And qubairas by the commissioun of the Counsell thair is no
place nor power left unto us to dispense with the law after pronuncing
of the doome and that anie favour to be showin in that caise must flow
frome his Majesteis clemencie and grace we have thairfoir thought good
to acquaint your lordship with the trew estait and merite of the caus to
the intent his }ajestie upoun your lordships informatioun may be moved
to grant a remissioun to the said Johne Balfour for the cryme aforesaid,
which we will intreate your lordship to haisten and send doun in regaird
he is a poore indigent youth and is still prisouner in the tolbuith for a
cryme qubairof he is innocent. And so, etc. Halyruidhous, 26 February
1629. Subscribitur, Mar, Hadintoun, Seafort, Lorne, Carnegie, Advocat.”

Treasurer; Privy Seal; Roxburgh; Seaforte; Lorne; Areskine; §°ly'°°§g "
Bishop of Dunblane; Clerk Register; Advoeat;e Justice Clerk ; Pebrusry 1629.
Sir John Scott ; Sir Jamas Baillie.

“ Proclamatioun anent beggaris.”

“ Act anent the cariage.”

“ Act anent the hiewayes.”

“The Laird of Newtoun nominat convenair of the justiceis of peace within
Fyffe ; Amisfeild within Drumfreis ; Inchemartine within Perth, Strath-
erne and Menteth.”

“ Forsameekle as the office of conveener of the Justices of Peace Holymgs h
within the shirefdome of Edinburgh now vaikes by deceasse of umquhill February 1629,
Sir James Dundas, last conveenner of the saids Justices of Peace within §ir George
the shirefdome foresaid, and whereas there is ane great necessitie that 8 Corstorphine
new choice sall be made of some fitt and qualified persoun to discharge &',’,':’em.o,
that service speciallie at this tyme when his Majestie intends to honnour ths,Tustices
this his ancient kingdome with his royall presence, and whereas there gi?n‘%%?n of
will be manie directiouns properlie concerning the saids Justices of Peace Edinburgh in

and dispatche be thame, Thairfoir the saids Lords hes nominat, elected, ecestoir,
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made and constitute, and be the tenour heirof makes and constitutes Sir-li’m"'::e-l 3{2.
George Forrester of Corstorphine conveenner of the Justices of Peace16ss.’
within the said shirefdome of Edinburgh in place of the said umquhill Fol- 4% =
Sir James Dundas, with power to him to use and exerce the said office

with all the liberteis and priviledges thairof siclyke and als freelie in all

respects as the said umquhill Sir James Dundas used or might have used

the said office ; ordaining be thir presents the remanent justices of peace

within the said shirefdome or so manie of thame as sall be present for

the tyme that at thair first meeting they take the said Sir George his

oath for the faithfull discharge of his office.”

Similar Act appointing Sir John Charters of Amisfeild convener of Fol. 42,b.
the Justices of Peace of the sheriffdlom of Dumfreis, vacant by the death
of Sir Robert Greir, elder of Lag.

Similar Act appointing Dowglas of Kilspindie convener of the
Justices of Peace of the sheriffdlom of Hadintoun, vacant by the employ-
ment otherwise of Sir William Seatoun, knight.

Similar Act appointing Mr John Leslie of Newtoun convener of the Fol. 43, a.
Justices of Peace of the sheriffdom of Fyffe and Kinroscher, vacant by the
preferment of John, Lord Weymes, to the honour and dignity of a baron
and lord of Parliament, which disables him to attend his former charge
of convener.

Similar Act appointing Ogilvie of Inchemartine convener of
the Justices of Peace of the sheriffdom of Perth and stewartries of Strath-
erne and Menteith, vacant by the preferment of Sir George Affleck of
Balmanno to be one of the Senators of the College of Justice, whereby he
is disabled to act as convener.

“QOur verie honnourable good lords, we doubt not bot your lordships %ﬂ&ww,
hes beene sufficientlie informed by the report of the Erle of Monteith Fol. 155, a.
and Sir Archibald Achesoun, his Majesteis Secretar, of the Counsell
thair proceedings aganis the Marques of Huntlie for his contemptuous

the Marquis of dissobedience in the not executioun of suche warrands as by ordour

Huntly.
Seeante, p. 76.

frome his Majestie wer direct unto him for apprehending of Jesuits and
excommunicat papists residing within his bounds and bearing publict
charge and office under him, for quhich his neglect being denunced his
Majesteis rebell and we expecting that for purging of his former over-
sight he sould have testified his obedience by the effects of his diligence
a8 wes promised in his name, he hes now, to the further contempt of
auctoritie and vilipending of the Counsells proceedings aganis him, made
his addresse to his Majesteis royall Court without taking anie notice of
the Counsell or giving unto them any accompt of his service quhairwith
he wes intrusted, as by the copie of the letter direct unto his Majestie
tuicheing that bussines your lordships will be more fullie acquainted.
And quhairas the Marques his proud contempt of his Majesteis lawes and
carelesse neglect of the Counsell in suche a slighting maner is inexcusable
in it selffe and most dangerous in the exemple, we will earnestlie
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m““"” intreate your lordships to take the mater and the consequence thairof

Fol 155,a.  to your wise consideratiouns, and to assist the preferring of our letter to

Pol 185, b.  his Majestie, and so to advise his Majestie in the right ordering of this
most important effaire as God thairin may be glorified, religioun estab-
lished, the Counsells auctoritie mainteaned, and the quyet of the estait
assured ; all whiche recommending to your lordships care and wisdome,
we committ your lordships to God. Halyruidhous, the last of Februarie
1629. Subscribitur, Mar, Hadintoun, Roxburgh, Seafort, Lorne, Areskine,
Dumblane, Clerk Register, Advocat, Justice Clerk, Scottistarvet, S* James
Baillie.”

“ Most sacred Soverane, By our former letter of the thrid of this
instant we acquainted your Majestie with our proceidings aganis the
Marques of Huntlie quhom we ordained to be denunced your Majesteis
rebell for his contemptuous dissobedience in neglecting the executioun of
suche warrands as wer direct unto him as your Majesteis shireff, lands-
lord, and one of the greatest note and power in these bounds, quhairin
his slackenesse and oversight is the more inexcusable considdering that
the service wes easilie prestable be him and that the performance thereof
did highlie concerne your Majesteis auctoritie, the establishement of
religioun and quyet of the estait. And how ever we expected that the
Marqueis, out of the conscience of his undewtifull cariage and in appre-
hensioun of your Majesteis just displeasure aganis him for the same, sould
have studied by the effects of his diligence to have expiat his fault and
witnessed his obedience according to that quhilk in his name wes assuredlie
promised by the Goodman of Buckie and his new shireff-depute of Abir-
dein laitlie substitute in place of the former, who wes ane avowed papist,
yitt he hes beene so farre frome giving anie prooffe of satisfactioun in that
kynde that to the further contempt of your Majesteis auctoritie and vili-
pending of your Majesteis Counsell, he come to the toun of Leith and
without making his appearance before us or giving anie account be him-
selffe or anie other of the service concredite unto him he hes slightinglie
past by us and is now upon his addresse to your royall Court. The
honnour caryed to his qualitie and eminent place made us to have wished
that his obedience to your Majestie and the lawes might have fred us
frome the necessitie of using anie rigorous proceedour aganis him, bot the
dewtie of the place quhairwith your Majestie hes beene pleased to honnour
and trust us doeth so strictlie bind us that we cannot forbeare to repre-
sent unto your Majestie, that which we cannot conceale without forgetting
our dewtie to God and your Majestie, how dangerous we conceave these
reiterated contempts by the Marqueis may by exemple prove to your
Majestie and the religioun. For since it now appeares beyond all bypast
practise how insolent papists ar become and how publict their exercises

Fol. 156, a.  ar in manie parts of the kingdome it is apprehendit by manie of the best
affected subjects to religioun and your Majesteis obedience that if the
Marques sall receave the least show of your Majesteis gracious and
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favourable countenance or that he sall not be remitted backe to undergoe Bog_‘nm
the censures fitt to be imposed upoun him for his contempt of auctoritie Fol. 156, a.
divine and humane the presumptioun of papists by his impunisie will
become 8o intolerable as hardlie can the best affected subjects be per-
swaded to beleeve that we can long injoy ather peace of conscience, pro-
tectioun by your lawes, or saulfetie in our estaits frome intestine troubles,
the last and worst of all publict calamiteis, the onelie remedie quhairof
is expected and must flow frome your Majesteis pietie and justice, that
thereby the Marqueis being sent backe to susteane suche tryell and
punishment as your Majestie in your religious wisdome sall be pleased
to prescryve, terrour may be wrought in the hearts of these who, having
taikin exemple of contempt frome the Marqueis, may forseee that thair
punishment if they persist thairin will be equall unto his. By the course
heerin to be taikin by your Majestie the feares of the ministrie of the
north proceeding frome the threatnings used aganis thame both by word
and writt for the faithfull discharge of thair calling and the apprehensioun
of trew professours grounded upoun the insolencie of Papists licentiouslie
debording in all the corners of the kingdome will be suppressed and
removed, the auctoritie of your Counsell strenthned and the bold con-
tempt of all lawes ecclesiastick and civill by papists will be curbed, to
your Majesteis immortall honnour and quyet of your estait. And so
praying God to direct your Majestie in the right ordouring of this
bussines according to the exigence of tyme and your Majesteis interesse
thairin and to blesse your Majestie in all your intentioun, we rest.
Halyruidhous, ultimo February 1629. Subseribitur, Mar, Hadintoun,
Roxburgh, Seafort, Lorne, Areskine, Dumblane, Hamiltoun, Advocat,
Justice Clerk, S* Johne Scol, S* James Baillie.”

The Minute Book of Processes gives the following Memoranda collec- hgg:‘ut? Bok,
tively for the month of February 1629 :— Fol. 86, a.

Suplicatioun for Henrie Young, baxter, for releiff out of prissone.

Warrand for biging of the pond at the Watergate.

Complent of ryott : Maxwell of Garrey against M°Kie.

Suplicatioun for Patrick Hepburne to be put to libertie.

Decreit for puting John Blair to libertie.

Ryott : Hardie against Kendlay and utheris.

Suplicatioun : Brotherstaines for releiff out of prisone.

Suspensioun and relaxatioun: Andrew Andersone against Thomas
Craufurd.

Petitione for Johne Cok, wryter, to sett and affix courts as commis-
sioner deput of Dunkell within the Tolbuith of Edinburgh.

Suplicatioun for James Phine for liberatioun out of the Tolbuith of
Edinburgh.

Complent : James Maxwell of Garreir upoun his sone George.
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x e Book,  Letters: James Smollat, merchand in Dumbartoun, against M<Clen of
r.. 58, a.  Lochbowie, &c., for presenting of Donald M°Hector VicRorie, &ec., in the
Counsell as their servandis and tennentis.
Complent Ryott: Naesmith of Invar against Nairne.
Ryott : Innes of Auchinduren against Ines of Crombie.
Suplicatioun for Hairie Wﬂlsone for his libertie els ane modificatioun
for his interteanment.
Ryott and hamsucken : M°Kayne against Alexander Gairdner.
Wrongous imprisonement : Johne Kellok, maltman in Leith, against
the bailzies in Leith.
Suplicatioun for Adamesone and utheris for liberatioun furth of
prisone.
Ryott and hamesucken: Flemyng against Lyning and utheris.
Ryott : Scott of Collessie against Arnot.
Ryott : Johne Murray against Bruce.
Fol. 86, b. Suplicatioun for William Andersones libertie furth of the Tolbuith.
Petitione of twa Spaynzards.
Prorogatioun of a protectione for Kennedie of Blaquhan.
Letters: Sir Alexander Falconer for citting Alexander M°Intosch and
utheris rebellis, &e.
Prorogatioun of a protectioun in favours of George Lawder.
Protectione for Sillvester Ratray.
Proces: William Hendriksone, skipper, against Captaine Andrew
‘Watsone.
Letters: James Mowat, Clerk of Bervick, against Anthoney Whyt
and utheris for exhibitioun of the registeris.
Petitione for liberatioun of James Cokburne furth of the Tolbuith of
Edinburgh.
Prorogatioun of ane protectioun in favours of Kennedie of Blarquhan.
Prorogatioun of a protectione for John Stewart of Bonytoun.
Protectione for Alexander M°Culoch.

Acta February Sederunt—Treasurer ; Privy Seal; Seafort; Lord Lorne; Lord Holyroad

1;'; ~July Areskine ; Bishop of Dumblane; Clerk of Register ; Advocate ; March 1%;’9
Fo. 97, a Sir John Scot Sir James Ballhe

“ Forsameekill as altho by ane act and proclamatioun made and publeist Renewed Act
heeretofore upoun verie considerable grounds and occasiouns highlie ‘°’b§‘;’;¥ the
Fo.97,b.  importing the credite of the countrie speciallie at this tyme when the selling of flesh,

Kings Majestie is to honnour the same with his royall presence, the vension, or

selling, slaying, dressing, making readie and eating of anie sort of flesh ﬂ:”,ﬂ“&?

and of wylde foule and the slaughter of lambes hes beene verie straitlie ‘l’;;‘;m .
prohlblbe and dischargit under certane panes mentiouned and conteaned visit.
in the said act; Notwithstanding the Lords of Secreit Counsell arSeeerP-45.
informed that some of the basest sort of the fleshours preferring thair

VOL. IIL . F
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unlawfull gayne to thair dewtie and obedience sellis and slayis flesh als Acta February
1628—Jul
abundantlie (altho covertlie and secreitlie) as they did in anie tymelstzs
preceeding, lykeas great nombers of people of all rankes and qualiteis Ful. 97, b.
preferring the feiding of thair belleis to the obedience of the law ceasses
not, with the lyke publict and avowed contempt, to buy, dresse, prepare
and make readie and to furnishe thair houses with all sorts of fleshe and
wylde foule, some pretending thair excuse and warrand for thair
unlawfull doings to some licences quhilks hes beene unadvisedlie and
promiscuouslie granted without respect to the qualitie of the persouns or
anie just caus or ground whilk might conduce throw granting of the saids
licences, throw quhilk occasioun the destructioun and slaughter of fleshe
and wylde foule and selling of the same in sellers and other quyet
corners is now in als great abundance as at anie tyme before this pro-
hibite tyme of Lent, so that if this publict and avowed contempt be not
in tyme curbed, the persouns guiltie thairof exemplarilie punished and
some solide course tane for preventing of the forder grouth of this evill,
there is verie probable appearance that there will be a great skairsetie
both of fleshe and wylde foule the tyme of his Majesteis being heere,
whilk will not onelie procure his Majesteis offence and displeasure bot
the publict and irreparable reproache and slaunder of the whole
kingdome. And thairfoir the Lords of Secreit Counsell upoun good
and mature advice hes annulled and dischargit, and be the tennour
of this present act annulles and discharges all and whatsom-
ever licences granted to whatsomever persoun or persouns
for slaying, selling, dressing and eating of fleshe, wylde foule or
vennisoun, and declares the same licences to have beene and to be voide
and to have no force, strenth nor executioun thairafter; certifieing all
and sindrie persouns in whois favours thir licenzes hes beene granted if
thay or anie of thame sall or darre presoome to violat the said
former act and proclamatioun under cullour of the saids licences
that they sall be exemplarilie punished as if the licences had never
beene granted; and ordanis letters to be direct charging officiars of
armes to pas and make publicationn heerof be opin proclamatioun
at the mercat croces of the heid burrowes of this kingdome and uthers
places needfull whairthrow nane pretend ignorance of the same; and
to command, charge and inhibite all and sindrie fleshours, sellers and
slayers of fleshe and all powtrie men and other takers and slayers
of wylde foule and vennisoun and sellers of the same or makers of Fol. 98,a
propynes thairof that nane of thame presoome nor take upoun hand
to slay or sell anie kynde of fleshe or to take, slay or sell anie kynde
of wylde foule or vennisoun to anie persoun or persons whatsomever
under the paines conteanit in the former acts and proclamatiouns
made heeranent besides the punishment of thame in thair persouns
as proud contemners of his Majesteis auctoritie and lawes; and sic-
lyke to command, charge and inhibite all and sindrie his Majesteis
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Acta February lieges and subljects of what qualitie or degree so ever they be that

1525 Jaly .

1629, nane of thame presoome nor take upoun hand to buy or eate anie

FoL98, o kynde of fleshe, wylde foule or vennisoun during this forbiddin tyme,
nor upoun Wedinsday, Fryday nor Saturday under the panes parti-
cularlie abonewrittin to be inflicted upoun thame without favour :
and siclyke to command, charge and inhibite all and sindrie his
Majesteis lieges and subjects that nane of thame presoome nor take
upon hand to sell or slay, buy or eate anie lambes till the saids Lords
declare thair forder pleasure thairanent under the panes foresaids to be
lykewayes inflicted upoun thame: and siclyke to command and charge
the provest and bailleis of Edinburgh, the bailleis of Leith and Canno-
gait, and the provest and bailleis of all other burrowes and touns
within this kingdome that they and everie ane of thame within thair
awin severall bounds have a speciall care and regaird to see this pre-
sent act to be preciselie observed and keeped, and that there be no
slaying, selling nor buying of fleshe, wylde foule, vennisoun or lambes
within thair bounds, nor in no corners nor sellers within the same,
bot that they appoint honest men to be searchers throw thair bounds
where and be whome there sall be anie breake or violatioun of his
Majesteis lawes, acts and proclamatiouns concerning this mater, and
where they sall deprehend anie suche fleshe, wylde foule, vennisoun or
lambes, slaying, selling or buying, that they intromett thairwith, escheit
and confiscat the same and notifie the names of the contraveenners to
his Majesteis Counsell to the intent they may be punished conforme
to his Majesteis lawes and proclamatiouns, as they and everie ane of
thame will answere to the said Lords upoun the dewtie of thair offices
at thair highest charge and perrell.”

Decreta, Holyrood
Novomber [Sederunt as recorded above.] Houso, 3rd
1627 January March 1629,

i‘?i.o'lsl, b.  Complaint by John, Lord Stewart of Tracquair, as follows :—The woods '?ozxplﬁl::d by
of Wellis, Huntliehill, Westleyes, and Fascastell belonging heritably sﬁ,:;,@ of
to him, “verie plentifullie abounded with all sort of timber and trees g:;ln‘;t”"
young and old, and wer ane ornament to that pairt of the countrie,” Andrew Turn.

. .’ bull and
and he expected that reverence for the law prohibiting the destroying })orldils‘tt:%::

“of green wood, policy and planting, would have “moved the countrie’;’}: Limbor
people about to forbeare frome cutting and spoyling” of these woods;
yet Andrew Turnbull called Crownes in Westerleyes, James Scott in
Roulmylne, William Turnbull in Dowishauche, James Turnbull there,
Stevin Thomesoun in Newtoun, Thomas Nicoll and James Spynnie in
Denholme, have for several years and especially in 1628 destroyed and
cut a great quantity of the growing timber in the said woods, so that

Ful. 182 a.  they are almost become “voide and barren.” Charge having been given
to these persons, who compeared, and the pursuer compearing by Mr.
Robert Burnett, advocate, and the matter being referred for probation to
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the defenders’ oath of verity, who denied, the Lords assoilzie them Decrets,
November
stmpliciter. 1827-Jnnwy

g::gg:xgy Complaint by Janet Gibsoun, daughter to the deceased Thomas Gibsoun, }53° Fol. 182, &.
daughter of ~ burgess of Perth, as follows :—Her father, at his death, left her in the
g‘,‘{:‘“ care of John Oliphant of Bachiltoun, and at the earnest desire of the
l};urrghm a;:l latter she afterwards chose him and Laurence Merser of Melginche as her
her curators curators. With a greater respect to their own ends than to her weal
f,‘}'h'::{f‘b‘::{;‘,‘ they have of late begun to restrict her liberty, suffering her to have
access to none of her friends but such as they allow, and so watch her
that she can hardly find opportunity to communicate with them, Fol. 182, 0.
though she has frequently craved permission of her said curators to
go and consult them about the disposal of her person and ordering of her
estate. They shift her from place to place at their convenience, the
better to attain their ends, and she is “ now at last with the said
Laurence Merser of Melginche, with whome she remaines and where she
finds the lyke hard interteanement.” Charge having been given to the
said John Oliphant and Laurence Merser to compear and produce the
pursuer, and the said pursuer compearing by James Gibsoun, advocate,
and the said John Oliphant being also present, but Laurence Merser
neither compearing nor producing the pursuer, the Lords ordain the said
John Oliphant to keep ward within Edinburgh for the next fifteen days
and then compear for further order taking in this business, under the Fol. 183, a.
penalty of 2000 merks ; because he confessed that the said Janet Gibsoun
was left to him by her father, and that “ since the commouning betuix
the Laird of Durie and him he had shifted her to the said Laurence
Merser of Melginche.” The said Laurence Merser is ordained to be
denounced.
Warrant for “ Ane warrand to the provest and baillies of Edinburgh to tak doun Sedenmts,

the removal

of the heads of thair West P’orte, and other portis, the headis and handis of suche } Fol, 12199,
“t,'.’:t.'f::“f’:oﬁ malefactouris as by sentence wer ordanit to be affixt thairon.”

the Ports of “ A letter frome the Esteatis of the Lowe Cuntreyis to the Counsell
inburgh.

Letter from  toucheing the restitutioun of the ship and goodis callit the Grene
the Estates of Dragoun whiche wes laidnit with mastis and tymmer and bowne to

Countries  Bayoun whilk wes takin in Yetland. The Lordis ordanis ane copie of
anent the shi

S areen P the letter to be send to the Admirall, and ane other to the Secretar to

Dragon " tobe the intent his Majestie may be acquentit with the trew estait thairof.”

Majesty. “ The Lordis appointis to the Baroun of Achyll the first Counsall day

I‘;g;f:ﬁ" of after the xv of Aprile to reporte the submissioun subscryved be these of
Argyll and Tarbett.”

gj’f:i;;::‘:m “ The Lordis decernis hoirning to be direct aganis suche of the shireftis

the horn. a8 hes not reportit thair diligence unent the submissionis, and continewis
the outgeving of the letters till the penult of Marche.”
&';ﬁ":&eo?f “ The Ladie Corsbie nominat Rentoun ; the Laird of Corsbie nominat

Corsbie, Thornidykis ; whome the Lordis ordanis to meete and to take a trew tryall
of the rentall and wourthe of Corsbyis estate, quhat abuilyeementis ar




Sederunts,
1625-29,
Fol 115, a.

Acta February

1028 July
162,
Ful, 98, a,
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Fol. 115, b,

Fol. 116, a,
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due to hir ard in his possessioun, and how his childrene hes beene used
be him this quhyle bigane.”

Treasurer ; Privy Seal; Wyntoun ; Bugecleugh ; Seaforte; Lord ggmh
Lorne; TLord Arskene Bishop of Dumblane ; Clerk of Reglsl;er March 1629.

Sir John Scott.
“The Lordis continewis the mater of the tannage till the morne.” The tannage.

Sederunt—Treasurer ; Privy Seal ; Perth ; Roxburgh ; Bugeclenche ; HO'ymgth
Seafort ; Lauderdtull Lord LornP Lord Areskine ; Bishop of March'1629.
Dumblane Clerk Reglster Advo.,abe Sir John Scot Sir James

Baillie.

“The Lords of Secreit Counsell remembring that the magistrats of the Anenta
burgh of Edinburgh made offer to prepare a pinnage upoun thair awin E{:;f.ﬁ;m his
charges for transporting of his Majestie to and fra Leith, Bruntilland

and Kinghorne, and that the Erle of Linlithgow, Lord Admirall, opposed

the same and undertooke the burdein thairof as ane point proper to his

charge, Thairfoir the Lords finds that if his Majesteis Admirall hes or

will build a pinnace for that service that he must doe it upoun his awin

charges and that his Majesteis coffers must not be burdenned thair-

with.”

“ The whilk day Johne, Lord Areskine, for satisfactioun of the Act Anent John,
whereby he undertooke to sett up ane tanning hous for tryell of the ,If.’;d hﬁ’:ﬁ“’
sufficiencie of the ledder tanned be his directioun, he declared that he Ming patent.
wes willing and readie to offer his worke to a tryell and desyred that
prooffe might be made thairof ; and Johne M°Nacht, deane of gild of
Edinburgh, with some of the barkers being personallie present protested
that the tryell made be the Lord Areskine at this tyme being done be
his directioun, and the forme, maner and charges bestowed thairupoun
being unknowin to thame, sould not be prejudiciall to the former tryell
tane in this mater whiche is nott as yitt cleered, nor to anie reasouns
competent unto thame for opposing the Lord Areskine his patent in
tyme comming.”

“ A letter frome his Majestie in favours of Williame Park who hes Ane;‘ ﬂ&t:bo
undertane to big ane bridge upoun the rivers of Clyde and Dymutane built by
[sic]; to witt, upoun eache of thame one; the Lordis ordanis him to William Park.
procure the consent of the heretouris of the ground quhair the land-
staillis of the bridges ar to be fixed.”

“ The Lordis nominatis the Clerk of Register, Sir Johnne Scott, and Sir Tfhﬁ ('iﬂe';ms
James Baillie to conveene togidder and to call before thame suche
skilfull and honnest men as they think fitt for tryeing the sufficiencie
of the new tanned hydis, and to reporte to the Counsall quhat thay find
thairin.”
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Holyrood “ After our verie heartilie commendatiouns to your good lordship. {!qugcﬂm
Mo 3. We receaved this day ane letter frome the Estaits Generall of the United Fot. 15¢, a.
Letter to the - Provinces complaining that a shippe callit The Greene Dragoun,
Lord Admiral . . .
anent the ship being upoun her course toward Bayouns in France, wes by distresse of
;2;:;35”“ weather drivin in to Schetland, quhair she wes takin by three Scotish
Seeante,p.84. shippes and brought to Leith, qubair they intend to make her pryze, not-
withstanding that she loused frome her port and wes upoun her voyage
before the publicatioun of his Majesteis proclamatioun discharging trade Fol. 156, b.
with France, and that she wes tane within the tyme allowed to his
Majesteis confederats for obeying of that ordinance; in regaird quhairof
they earnestlie intreate that the shippe and goodes may be restored to
the owner and be suffered to returne without trouble or impediment.
Bot -becaus his Majestie by speciall warrand hes dischargit the Counsell
to meddle in anie thing concerning the admiraltie we have thairfoir
forborne to interpose our selffes in that bussines and have thought good
for discharge of our dewtie to the Estats to send the copie of thair letter
heerewith to your lordship to the intent your lordship having acquainted
his Majestie with the same suche ordour may be takin for thair satis-
factioun as the course of justice and merite of the caus doeth require;
which recommending to your lordships care we committ yow to God.
Frome Halyruidhous the fyft of Marche 1629. Swbscribitur, Mar, Had-
intoun, Perth, Roxburgh, Buccleuche. Lauderdaill, Advocat.”
Holyrood “ After our verie heartilie commendatiouns to your good lordship.
March'1629. DBy this inclosed copie of ane letter which we receaved frome the Estats
Lotter to the  your lordship will understand the ground of thair complaint and
reasouns of thair desire wherewith we have forborne to medle and have
reserved the ordering of that bussines to his Majestie and your lordship
and have writtin to the Secretarie for that effect, and so hoping that
your lordship will give that satisfactioun to the Estats whiche the justice
of thair clayme doeth merite we committ your lordship to God. Frome
Halyruidhous the fyft of Marche 1629. Subsertbitur, Mar, Hadintoun,
Perthe, Roxburgh, Buccleuche, Lauderdaill, Advocat.”
Whitehall, 9th CuarLes R., Right trustie and right weilbelovit cousine and coun- Fol. 160 a.
Letter from his S€1ler, right trustie and weilbelovit cousines and counsellers, and right
tiajesty anent frustie and weilbelovit counsellers, we greete yow weill. Whereas we ar
Errol. crediblie informed that our right trustie and weilbelovit cousine the
Erle of Erroll hes beene long sicke and that for the better using of
meanes to recover his health he is desirous to goe beyond seas, thairfoir
our pleasure is after he hes found cautioun unto yow after the maner
accustomed that yow grant unto him a licence for that effect, limiting
his residence there till we sall be pleased to give ordour for recalling of
him ; and so we bid yow fareweill. Frome our Court at Whitehall the
nynth of Marche 1629.”
Whitehall, 9th  “ CjyARLES R., Right trustie and weilbelovit cousine and counseller, Fo!. 160, b.

March 1629, . . . . . :
Letter from his Fight trustie and weilbelovit cousines and counsellers, and trustie and
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Ropsl jetters, weilbelovit counsellers, we greete yow weill =~ Whereas yow have Mues‘%

Fu. 160, b,  writtin unto us concerning the fitnesse of the granting of a remissioun remission to
to Johne Balfoure laitlie convicted of theft as partaker with two others s:::ﬂi“’;";f
who upoun thair executioun did cleere the said Balfoure upoun thair
oath and death, we ar thairfoir well pleaged that yow grant the said
remissioun since yow ar confident of his innocencie ; so we bid yow fare-

weill. Frome our Court at Whitehall, the 9th of Marche 1629.”

Acts February Sederunt—Treasurer ; Privy Seal ; Wyntoun ; Bugcleuche ; Seafort ; Ho}yml‘lOth
1 and Lord Iorne; Lord Areskine ; Lord Jedburgh ; Bishop of Dum- March 1629,

Fol 83, b, blane ; Clerk of Register ; Advocate Sir John Scot.

“ Anent our Soverane Lords letters direct makand mentioun, Forsameekill Th"y]]’l'i‘f of

as the Kings Majestie out of his royall and princelie regaird of the weale others
of his subjects and for releeving of thame of the great travell, charges gt "
and expenses, that they would susteane if they wer drawin before his 3ppear before
Majesteis commissioners anent the surrenders and teinds to attend the commanded,to

tryell of the constant worth of the stocke and teind of thair lands, his th:r“ﬁg;‘ll:cttd
Majestie wes gratiouslie pleased to give ordour and directioun that the :;;;gg:;‘;g
tryell of thir valuatiouns sould be within the presbytereis, and by some 51023': of
selected persouns to be nominat be the presbytereis who sould be
authorized and instructed with subcommissiouns to that effect, and
letters and charges wer direct aganis the moderators and brethrein
of the whole presbytereis within this kingdome for making choise of the
saids subcommissioners according to the ordour and rule sett doun in the
saids letters and to have reported thair diligence thereanent to the saids
commissioners at certane dayes now of a long tyme bygane, whairin
altho the most pairt of the presbytereis within this kingdome hes givin
all humble and dewtifull obedience, and hes made a tymous report of thair
diligence and proceedings, yitt the moderators and brethrein of the pres-
bytereis of Hamiltoun, Bute, and Argyle hes made no report at all of
thair diligence, so that this bussines, whilk is the ground worke of his
Majesteis royall intentioun for the weale of the subjects in leading of
thair awin teinds and of his Majesteis annuitie is verrie farre frustrat
and disappointed, highlie to his Majesteis offence and disappointing of the
good and happie conclusioun of so important and necessar a worke. And
anent the charge givin to M® Andro Boyd, Bishop of Argyle, as
moderatour thairof, M* Patrik Stewart, minister at Rothesay, moderator
of Bute, and M* Thomas Mureheid, moderatour of Hamiltoun, to have

Fol. 9, 2. compeered personallie before the Lords of Privie Counsell this present tent
day of Murche instant, and to have brought and produced with thame
ane sufficient report of thair diligence in the executioun of the directioun
and charge foresaid givin unto thame anent the nominatioun of sub-
commissioners for the effect abonewrittin under the pane of rebellioun
and putting of thame to the horne, with certificatioun to thame and they
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failyied letters sould be direct simpliciter to putt thame thairto, lykeas Acta ﬁgmvy
at wmair lenth is conteanit in the saids letters, executiouns and indor-162s.
satiouns thairof. Quhilks being callit and Sir Thomas Hoip of Craighall, Fol. 99, a.
knight baronnet, his Majesteis Advocat, compeirand personallie for his
Majesteis interesse, and the said Bishop of Argyle, M™ Patrik Stewart
and Thomas Mureheid being oft tymes callit and not compeirand, nor no
report of thair diligence in the executioun of the charge and directioun
foresaid being produced be thame nor na uthers in thair name, the Lords
of Secreit Counsell hes thairfoir ordained and ordanis letters to be direct
charging officiars of armes to pas and denunce the saids persouns his
Majesteis rebellis and putt thame to the horne, and to escheate, etc.”
Anent the “ Anent the terme assigned to Williame, Erle of Angus, to have com-
sducation o peired_personallie and to have brought, presented and exhibite with him
Angus's  before the Lords of Secreit Counsell upoun the tent day of Marche instant
true religion. James Dowglas, his sone, Margaret and Jeane Dowglasses, his daughters,
Secante,p-89. to the intent ordour and directioun might be givin for their religious
educatioun and breeding in the grounds of trew religioun, conforme to
his Majesteis pleasure and directioun sent to the saids Lords anent all
noblemens sonnes in generall whois parents are suspect to be averse
frome the religioun presentlie profest and be law established within
this kingdome, under the pane of rebellioun and putting of him to
the horne, with certificatioun to him and he failyied that letters sould
be direct simpliciter to putt him thairto, as the act made to this effect
beiris: Quhilk being callit, and Sir Thomas Hoip of Craighall, knight
baronnet, compeirand personallie for his Majesteis interesse, and the
said Williame, Erle of Angus, being lykewayes personallie present, who
for obedience and satisfactioun of the said act and charges execute
aganis him exhibite before the said Lords the said James Dowglas,
his sone, Margaret and Jane Dowglasses, his daughters, and the saids
Lords having impairted unto the said Erle his Majesteis royall and
religious care tuicheing the breeding and educatioun of noblemens
childrene in the grounds of trew religioun, and the charge and direc-
tioun send to the saids Lords for this effect, and they having demandit
of him what hous he would make choise of within the burgh of Edin- Fol. 99, b.
burgh where his sone might remaine for following his studeis in
vertew and letters at the schooles and colledge, and where Mr Andro
Ramsay, minister, and others ministers of the said burgh might have the
occasioun fra tyme to tyme to conferre with him and instruct and
confirme him in the trew grounds of religioun, the said Erle made
choise of M" Williame Dowglas, maisser, his hous, for the effect fore-
said, of the whilk choise made be the said Erle the said Lords allowes
for ane interim till they be forder advised, and ordains the said Erle to
advise betuix and this day aucht dayes of a pedagogue of knowledge, good
conversatioun and sound in religioun to attend his sone and to have the
charge of him. And the saids Lords ordains and commands the said
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Acta ! !";l;mry M’ Williame Dowglas to suffer nane to have accesse to the said James

1629, Dowglas nor conference with him bot suche persouns as ar knowin to

Fol 9.5 be of the religioun, and that he suffer no papists to haunt nor frequent
his hous, nor to suffer the said James to leave his hous without a
warrand frome the saids Lords. And the saids Lords having demandit
the saids Margaret and Jeane Dowglasses concerning thair religioun and
tuicheing the behaviour and cariage of thair fathers houshold toward
thame, and the said Lords being weill satisfied with thair answere, the
Lords allowes thame to returne home with the said Erle, thair father,
becaus he being personallie present actit himselffe in presence of the
saids Lords to suffer his saids daughters to have the free exercise of
their religioun with all helpes needfull thairunto, that he sall hinder so
farre as in him lyes that they be not disswaded nor no meanes used
to seduce thame frome the truthe, that they sall be attended and served
with persouns of the religioun, and that ministers and others of the
religioun sall be permitted to have accesse and conference with thame,
and that the said Erle himselffe sall compeir personallie before the
saids Lords when ever he sall be lawfullie charged upoun ten dayes
warning, and if neid beis exhibite his said daughters with him, under
the pane of fyve thowsand merkes incaise he failyie in anie point of
the premisses.”

Docreta, [Sederunt as recorded above.] gg}&‘:"{‘m

}g-hmmry . March 1629.
Fo.183,a. Complaint by Sir Thomas Hoip of Craighall, King’s Advocate, ascpmﬁhint by

! . . . Sir Thomas
follows :—Whereas the keeping of free persons in restraint, and the Hope, King's

abuse of minors hy those to whose custody they are entrusted, is aAdvocste.

crime very prejudicial to his Majesty’s royal authority, and very ?ﬁizg’}"ﬁg‘&f
unworthy of curators who are “intrusted with suche tender imploy- and Lawrence
ments,” yet Janet Gibsoun, daughter to the deceased Thomas Gibsoun, ﬁﬁ,’;ﬁ;‘ﬁg, for

burgess of Perth, having chosen John Oliphant of Bachiltoun and illogal conduct
Laurence Merser of Melginche to be her curators, they for their own ward Junet
. . . . Gibson.
gain have “conspyred to misplace and matche her with some dis- Seeante, p. 84
advantageous partie and so by selling of her persoun to prey upoun
her esteat.” The “young damosell” having informed some of her friends
and implored their help towards her relief, the said John Oliphant, to
frustrate their efforts, removed her to the care of the said Laurence
Merser, with whom she remains and is very hardly treated, being
refused her liberty, denied the opportunity of seeing any of her friends
FoL18,b.  but such as he pleases, and he uses “ all possible meanes to worke her
weake mynde to hearken and embrace suche a partie for her husband as
his corrupt humour leades him to obtrude.” She is thus detained “in
the qualitie of a prisouner.” The said Laurence, being cited before their
Lordships to answer herein, had disobeyed, whereupon they instructed
his Majesty's Advocate to institute a new process against him, and in
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case of disobedience to take such an exemplary course with him as the Decreta,
. . . . . »+ November
rigour of law would permit. Charge having been given to the said 1627-January
Laurence Merser to compear and produce the said Janet Gibsoun, and };.?3‘."183' b,
the pursuer compearing, and also the defender with the said Janet
being present, the said Laurence asked instruments upon the production
of his charge as a free woman. And she being asked by their Lordships
“ with whome she wes best pleased to remaine, she declaired that it wes
her awin choise and pleasure to remaine and abide with the said Laurence Fol. 184, a.
Merser.” The Lords, however, ordain her “to be sequestrat in the
hous and companie of James Prymrois, Clerk of his Majesteis Counsell,
till Thurisday nixt, that she may have free libertie in the meane tyme
to conferre and consult with her freinds for her better resolutioun in
what may concerne her good and estait,” and she is to be brought again
before their Lordships upon that day.
Suspension of ~ Complaint at the instance of William Luiffie in Fishkellie, as
horuing follows :—He understands that he has been put to the horn by Jean
Niliam Luiffie Cruikshankes in Fishekellie for not entering in ward in the Tolbooth
%\;u -{gnmn of Edinburgh to await trial for hurting and wounding her ; but he ought
to be relaxed therefrom, because he has given her satisfaction for the
same, and has a discharge from her to that effect. Charge having been
given to the said Jean, who did not compear, and the pursuer compearing Fol. 184, b.
by Patrick Rankine, servitor to Mr. James Baird, advocate, the Lords
suspend the horning.
Continuance of ~ Petition by George Lawder of Bas, and Isobel Hepburne, Lady Bas,
{;’;’3,;3‘33.,, his mother, as follows :—Their former warrant expires on
‘IidB“R;:dhis instant, and they have been following several courses for freeing them-
mother. selves from debt and satisfying their creditors, but the preparing of
securities and other occurrents demand a longer time, and they therefore
crave an extension of the duration of their protection.  This the Lords
grant till 29th April next.
Petition hy Petition Ly Sir James Forrester of Carden, as follows :—He formerly Fol. 185, a.

Sir J
Forrester of petitioned their Lordships that he might have the like recommendation

S,‘."‘l:‘.-‘..‘:,‘: b in his favour as was granted “to the goodman of Powes, Powmylne and
}ﬁ:::,}’p’ }':; ot Others interest by the breake of the mosse whilk overcovered thair
a moss thereon. landis” in respect of the great loss he sustained thereby, but their Lord-
Seeante,p-87. ghips “wer spairing to grant the said recommendatioun” till truly
informed of the extent of that loss. The petitioner had dealt
with Somervell of Playne, Livingstoun of Greeneyairds,
and Livingstoun of Kirkland to view his lands for that effect,
which they have done, but they refuse to make any report without a
warrant. He therefore craves that the Lords would grant a commission
to these persons for that effect, and this their Lordships grant as
craved.
Thelairdof  « Ang Jetter frome his Majestie concerning the Laird of Kerse and hisSodm‘gnu.

Kerse and his . ) e . .. 1 X
lady. ladie. The Lordis, in respect the mater concernis the estate of religioun, Fol. 116, .
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continewis the ansuering of the letter till Thurisday come aught dayes,
and in the mean tyme ordanis the Bishop of Dumblane, who wes present,
to adverteis the Bishop of St Andrewes to be heir upoun this day aught
dayis, and to write to the presbyterie of not to proceid to the
sentence of excommunicatioun aganis thame induring that tyme.”

“The Lordis ordanis the Ladie Corsbhie to resolve and advise betuix The Lady
and Twisday qubat tennentis she will appoint for the landis and leving Corshie.
of Corsbie and whome she will find cautioun for payment to the Laird
of the duetie of his landis.”

Sederunt—Treasurer ; Privy Seal ; Wyntoun ; Bugcleuche ; Seafort ; gg{limth
Lauderdaill ; Lord Lorne ; Lord Areskine ; Bishop of Dumblane ; March’'1629.

Clerk Register ; Advocate ; Sir John Scot ; Sir James Baillie.

“ Forsameekill as the Kings Majestie hes by diverse letters directed togl:rsemffd
the Lords of his Privie Counsell recommendit unto thame to have & Sempill, anent
speciall care of the religious educatioun of noblemens childrene whois b sducation
parents ar reputed to be disconforme to the present profest religion toi:“tg'm i

the intent they might be bred and trayned up in the trew grounds of

religioun, Thairfoir the Lords of Secreit Counsell ordains letters to be

direct charging Hew, Lord Sempill, to compeir personallie before the

saids Lords upoun the day of to heare and see ordour and

directioun givin unto him for educatioun and breeding of his childrene

in the grounds of trew religioun conforme to his Majesteis expresse will

and pleasure signified to the saids Lords for that effect, under the pane

of rebellioun, etc., with certificatioun, ete.”

“ The Lords of Secreit Counsell gives and grants power and commis- g:mggﬁ;rle
sioun be thir presents to Sir James Pringill of Gallascheills, shireffof Galashiels
principall of the shirefdome of Selkirk, to make choise of and appoint ‘p2kpomts
ane shireff clerk to serve his Majesteis lieges within the said shirefdome {r the sheriff-
whill the first Counsell day of Julij, in respect of M* Johne Ker, lait
shireff clerk, his dimissioun of the said place; and that his Majesteis
Secretar hes not as yitt grantit anie presentatioun or admissioun of anie

person to the said place,”

[Sederunt as recorded above.] oo th
March 1629.
“The whilk day Jonet Gibsoun, daughter to umquhill Thomas Gibsoun, Jase of Janet
burges of Perth, being of new exhibite before the Lords of Privie Coun- seeante, p.89.
sell, she wes ordained to remaine still in companie with James Prymrois,
Clerk of his Majesteis Privie Counsell, till Tuisday nixt that in the
meane tyme ordour may be tane where she sall be sequestrat, ”
“That it be recommendit to the Countesse of Menteth in whose The Countoss

company the Lord Gray his sone remanis that no personis suspect inﬁ(:d the son of
¢ i iray.
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religioun he sufferit to hant his company and that she haif a cair that Sederunts,
. 1625-29.
he haunt the kirk.” Fol. 116, b.
“That it be rememberit the last Counsall day of Marche instant yf
the Secretair returne not his Majesteis pleasour concerning the Erle of

:f;dm(}:l"(i;or:y. Nithisdaill, the Lord Gordoun, and Lord Gray, thair sones, that a letter

The tanning.

Holyrood
House, 12th
March 1629,

be writtin to his Majestie for this effect.”
“ The Lordis ordanis the provest and baillies of Edinburgh with the
Deane of Gild and clerk to be warnit to Twisday nixt anent the mater
of the tanning.”
“ After our verie heartilie commendatioun to your good lordship. Royal Letters,
Whereas the Counsell hes resolved to proceid according to his Majesteis }.-ol_ 156, b.

Letter to the  {jrectioun anent the educatioun of the sonnes of suche noblemen as ar

Archbishop of

St. Andrews  disconforme to the trew religioun professed within this kingdome and ar

desiring his

presence at the

Council.

Holyrood
House, 17th
March 1629,

Charge to

ames
Maxwell of

Kirkconnell to
appear before

the Council

to give account

to advise upoun sindrie other weightie effaires recommendit hither frome
his Majestie, whairin your lordships presence, counsell and directioun in
the right ordering thairof is absolutelie necessar, these ar thairfoir to
requeist and desire your lordship to make your addresse hither betuix
and the xix day of Marche instant to the intent your lordship may con-
curre with the rest of the Counsell by your best advice in the disposall
of suche maters as ar to be handled that day; and so lookeing for your
lordships precise keeping of that dyet we committ, etc. = Halyruidhous
12 Martii 1629. Subscibitur, Mar, Hadintoun, Areskine, Clerk Register,
Advocat, James Baillie.”

Treasurer ; Privy Seal; Wyntoun ; Seafort ; Viscount of Air; Lord Acta February
Lorne; Lord Areskine; Lord Jedburgh; Bishop of Dumbl;me;}g-‘igf"’]y
Clerk of Register ; Advocate ; Sir John Scot ; Sir James Baillie, Fol- 100, a.

“ Forsameekill as James Maxwell of Kirkconnell, brother to Robert, Erle
of Nithisdaill, being excommunicat be the ordour and censures of the
Kirk for not conforming himselffe to the trew religioun presentlie profest
and be law established within this kingdome, and he being denunced

of his defiance rebell and putt to the horne for that caus whereat most proudlie and

of the sentence

of excommuni- contempnandlie he remaines as yitt unrelaxt, and in respect of his excom-

cation under
which he now
lies,

municatioun and rebellioun he being uncapable of anie publict functioun
and charge within the kingdome, notwithstanding it is of truthe to the
forder contempt of law and justice, offence and scandall of the Kirk, and
to the disgrace of his Majesteis governement, he usurps upoun him the
office and place of a judge and in his awin persoun hes laitlie keeped
and haldin twa courts at the brigend of Dumfreis where he hes givin
decreits and sentences to the great abusing of his Majesteis subjects who
ar made to beleeve that his acts and decreits may subsist be law, altho
the contrare be of truthe; Thairfoir the Lords of Secreit Counsell
ordanis letters to be direct charging the said James Maxwell to compeir
personallie before the saids Lords upoun the day of to
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answere to the premisses and to heare and see suche ordour tane there-
anent as apperteannes, under the pane of rebellioun, ete., with certifica-
tioun, ete.”

“ Forsameekill as upoun ane horning used and execute aganis M Charge to the
Alexander Irwing, burges of Aberdene, Thomas Menzeis of Balgownie, Aberdeen
James Forbes of Blacktoun, Johne Gordoun of Craig, M* Robert Bissat :ﬂ':n?;'ﬁ"

of Lessindrum, Patrik Gordoun of Tillisoule, Margaret Gordoun, good- ;‘;:l“:’u:‘;‘fg“
wyffe of Cormellat, Williame Seatoun of Blair, and Thomas Cheyne of true religion.
Raynistoun, proceeding upoun ane excommunicatioun used and execute
aganis thame for not conforming thame selffes to the trew religioun
presentlie profest within this kingdome letters wer direct aganis thame, be
vertew whairof Alexander Guthrie, Marchemont Herauld, charged thame
to rander and delyver thair dwelling houses, towres and fortalices, unto
him within a certane space after the charge under the pane of treasoun,
for obedience of the quhilk charge thair saids houses wer randered to
the said Alexander Guthrie, herauld, and the same ar presentlie in his
possessioun and keeping. And whereas it is no wayes reasonable that
the said Alexander sould be burdenned with the continuall keeping of
the saids houses, bot that some speciall persouns be appointed to keepe
the same upoun the expenses of the readiest of the saids rebellis thair
rents and living during the tyme of thair rebellioun, Thairfoir the Lords
of Secreit Counsell gives and grants full power, warrand and com-
missioun be thir presents to Patrik, Bishop of Aberdene, to appoint and
place twa persouns in everie ane of the saids rebells thair houses fore-
saids to be keepers thairof in his Majesteis name during the tyme of
thair rebellioun, and for thair charges and expenses to modifie unto
everie ane of the saids twa persouns ten shillings daylie to be payed out
of the readiest of the saids rebellis thair rents and living; for pay-
ment whairof to caus poynd and distreinzie the readiest goods and geir
being in the possessioun of the saids excommunicat rebellis, and where
goods poyndable in that sort failyeis, with power to him to call and
conveene the saids excommunicat persouns and the tennents and posses-
sours of thair lands and other persouns addebted in payment to thame
of anie mailles, rents and dewteis whatsomever before the Shireff of
Aberdene and his deputs for payment of the said daylie allowance in
forme as effeirs.”

“Forsameekill as in the taxatioun grantit to his Majestie in the Charge anent
moneth of August 1621 yeeres, and in the taxatioun grantit in the tog Kaker
moneth of October 1625 yeeres, his Majestie hes not, nather can gett Xilreony,
payment of that pairt of the taxatioun which is imposed and dew to be:;f-;ﬁm}:t;y
payed for the kirk of Kilrynnie, both personage and vicarage, being ane )
of the kirks of the lordship of Dryburgh, in regaird there is not a per-
soun who can be formallie burdenned and charged for the same; and
whereas it i8 no wayes reasounable that his Majestie sould be defraudit
of his just taxatioun of the said benefice, speciallie seing there is a per-
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fyte stent roll made and sett doun of the same for releeffe of umquhile i‘\sc;};e"ym
Williame Barclay of Innergellie, principall tacksman of the said per-1s29.
sonage teinds of the said kirk, Thairfoir and for the furtherance of his Fol. 101, a.
Majesteis payment of the saids taxatiouns the Lords of Secreit Counsell
ordains and commands Archibald Prymrois, clerk of his Majesteis taxa-
tioun, to give warrand for directing of letters upoun the said stent roll,
charging the vussalls, fewers and tacksmen of teynds of the said kirk of
Kilrynnie, ilke ane of thame respective for thair awin pairts, to make
payment to Johne, Erle of Mar, etc., Collectour Generall of the said
taxatioun, grantit in the moneth of August 1621 yeeres, and to suche
others as sall have warrand and power frome him of that pairt and
portioun of the said taxatioun whiche is imposed upoun thame conforme
to the said stent roll, and that for the thrid and fourt termes payment
of the foresaid taxatioun : as lykewayes to make payment to George,
Vicount of Dupline, etec., collectour generall of the said taxatioun, grantit
in the moneth of October 1625 yeeres, and to suche others as sall have
warrand -and power frome him of that pairt and portioun of the said
taxatioun whiche is imposed upoun thame conforme to the said stent
roll, and that for the first, second, thrid and fourt termes payment of the
foresaid taxatioun grantit in the moneth of October 1625 yeeres, within

dayes nixt after the charge under the pane of horning, and if they
failyie, to denunce, etc. Lykeas the saids Lords heereby declares that
the acquittances and discharges to be givin be the saids collectours and
thair deputs to the saids tacksmen of teynds of the said kirk of Kilrynnie
upoun payment of thair taxatioun sall be valide and sufficient to the
parteis resavvers, and sall liberat thame thairof at the hands of all
parteis having interesse ; for doing whairof the extract of these presents
sall be unto the said clerk of the taxatiouns and others whome it con-
cernes ane sufficient warrand.”

Holyrood Decreta,
Hotoo th [Sederunt as recorded abhove.] Novomber
March 1629. 1627-Janoary

Janet Gibson Janet Gibsoun, daughter of the deceased Thomas Gibsoun, burgess of :llf??.lss, h.

dispose of her Perth, being again brought before the Council, and being asked “ with

‘;,fe‘::;,‘:t her  whome she desyred to be sequestrat till she be consulted and advised

Soeante,p.91. With her best freinds in what may concerne her good and estait, she
declaired that she ‘wes under promise of mariage to the young Laird of
Fingas, and thairfoir she humbelie and earnestlie intreated and desyred
the saids Lords that she might have her libertie to the intent she might
goe and accomplishe that mariage whairunto she wes so strictlie tyed and
bound be her promise. In respect of the quhilk declaratioun, the Lords
of Secreit C'ounsell declares her to be free to goe where she please, and
to dispose of her effaires and estate at her pleasure.”

Complaintby  Complaint by the Commissioners of the Burghs, as follows :—The late

sionersof  King James, “ having ever had a royall and speciall care and regaird that
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the Burrowee, representing one of the Estaits of the kinédome, sould Durghs against
floorish in wealth, policie and government, that thereby they might begmlf?,}gh!rn;
the more able to contribute thair best assistance and helpe in everything ’“‘f"ﬁ‘;cf‘:’fm

importing his Majestie in honnour and state, and whairin they gave I:\L‘;;ﬂ:lnznw
manie good prooffes that they wer never deficient nor wanting when his adjoiniug
Majestie had to doe,” made many good Acts in their favour tending to Soimmortof
the furtherance of commerce and trade and preventing such indirectthe z';'&"t:;
courses a8 would hinder the same. In the Parliament held at Edinburgh
in August 1621 it was ordained, conform to many Acts of preceding
Parliaments, “ that no strangers nor others inhabitants within this king-
dome sould packe or peill in anie place of the Yles outwith free burrowes
nor transport anie forbiddin goods furth of the same,” and they had
hoped to have enjoyed the comfort and henefit of this Act. But, “to
thair great greefe,” Colin, Earl of Seafort, “ who by his birth and place
quhilk he halds in the State sould have contributed his best helpes to
the furtherance and reall executioun of the saids Acts of Parliament,”
being misled “ with some suggesting insinuatiouns and projects of
strangers, who ar ever bussie to pry in the secreits and mystereis of nigh-
bouring estats where the hope of gayne is apparent, they have inculcat in
his eares manie great hopes and projects of wealth and credite by erecting
of a burgh in the Lewes and planting of a colonie of strangers thairin.”
He had proposed the scheme to his Majesty and obtained a signature
thereupon, which the complainers have stopped, and the matter is thus
in dependence before the Lords. But meanwhile the said Earl proceeds
with the scheme, “and hes drawin hither ane nomber of strangers who
daylie resorts to and fra Holland to the Lewes and continent nixt
adjacent, and hes caused thame be answered of all suche comnmoditeis
as these bounds affoords, as namelie with fishes and beeves, quhilks with
the hyde and talloun with manie uthers commoditeis they transport to
Holland.” By this procedure “ the Incountrie,” which was formerly fur-
nished with cattle from these parts, is now disappointed thereof, so that
few or none were obtainable in markets this year. Then some of the
complainers’ neighbours having, as they were wont to do, gone this year
to the Isles for their ordinary commodities, such as “ plaiding,” and other
things in which they traded, they all returned empty, nothing being left
for them, but all taken up by the said strangers; so that “ the trade in
these pairts, whilk wes ane verie importaunt trade for the countrie, is lyke
to be devolved in strangers hands, and the compleaners, who ar the
natives and subject to all the impositiouns in the countrie, ar shaikin
louse without handling or doing to the appearand wracke and overthrow
of thair famileis and undoing of thair shipping, quhilk they will be con-
strained to sell for laike of imployment.” Charge having heen given to
the said Earl, and the pursuers compearing by David Aikinheid, provost,
and the bailies and some of the Council of Edinburgh and Mr. John Hay,
their clerk, as prolocutor, and the defender also compearing and pleading
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that the Burghs have no standing in this case to pursue him, and that Decreta,
he is accountable to his Majestie only for any breach of the said Act, t01627 -January
which the Burghs replied that the Act was directly conceived in their jog. Fol. 186, b.
favour and by its breach their liberties are wronged, the Lords find that
the Burghs are “ direct and competent parteis and hes good interesse to
compleane upoun the breache and violatioun of the said Act, and that
the pane arysing upoun the breache thairof must redound and accresce
to his Majestie.” The pursuers having stated that they insisted only
upon the breach of the Act since January 1628, and several reasons
against the said complaint having been given in in writing by the
defender, and considered, the Lords ordain the Earl of Seafort himself to
observe the said Act in all points and to see that it receive due execu-
tion in his bounds, and that “ nather he be himselffe nor his tennents
packe nor peill in anie place of the Iles outwith free burrowes nor Fol. 187, a.
transport anie forbiddin goods furth of the same,” as he will answer
upon his highest charge and peril. And they remit the trial of the par-
ticular violations of the said Act to the Lords of Council and Session.

Complaint by  Complaint by William Monro in Auchnocullen and John Tennent in

?ﬂﬁ}i" "™ Westersoulles, as follows:—William and Alexander Ross, indwellers in

gullenand . Kinnardie,out of a deadly hatred against the pursuers,came on 24th Decem-
;‘;uvl‘l’::':;m ber last to , where they understood the said John Tennent was alone,

William and and they, being armed with bows, targes, swords, durks, and other
Aexandor  weapons, set on him at unawares, wounded him in the head, face, and
ssultand  other parts of the body, to the great effusion of his blood and peril of
his life. They also broke up the doors of his house and byre and took
thence a cow of his. Further, on the 28th of the same month, they
came similarly armed to Auchnocullen, where the said William Monro
“ wes bussied attending his plewes,” and attacked him also at unawares,
wounding him in the head, arms, and other parts of his body, and left
him lying for dead. Then they went to his lands in Auchnocullen,
which he has peacefully possessed these several years past, removed his
ploughs, chased away his servants, and then yoked their own ploughs
upon the complainer’s lands. Charge having Leen given to the said Fol. 187, b.
William and Alexander Ross, and the pursuers compearing by George
Tailyeour, servitor to Mr. James Lawtie, and the defenders not com-
pearing, the Lords ordain the latter to be denounced and escheat.
ThoCountessof ~ Complaint by the Moderator and brethren of the Presbytery of
;;I:"Igi:;d Dumfreis, as follows :—In obedience to the Act of the Parliament held
Kirkconnell 8t Edinburgh in June 1594 against Papists, they had taken proceedings
o e b i 8gainst Dame Elizabeth Bewmonth, Countess of Nithisdaill, Dame Eliza-
:ﬁ‘;’:;',‘;{’::‘ beth Maxwell, Lady Hereis, and Elizabeth Maxwell, Lady Kirkconnell
ce of . .
excommunica- and after long patience with them and enduring of their contemptuous
3?,',’.,'{,"3,?, disobedience, they pronounced sentence of excommunication against Fol. 1882
Dow lie. them, which was done in the case of the said Countess of Nithisdaill and

Lady Hereis in the Kirk of Terregles on 3rd August, being Sunday,
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by Mr. Thomas Melvill, minister at Terregles, and on the same day Lady
Kirkconnell was excommunicated in the Kirk of Troqueir by Mr
Harbert Glaidstains, minister there. But to this fearful sentence they
pay no heed. Charge having been given to the said ladies to compear
and bring certificates from the presbytery of their satisfaction and
relaxation, and the pursuers compearing by Mr. Adam Simsoun, minister
at New Abbey, but none of the defenders, and no certificates being
offered by any in their names, the Lords ordain the said Countess of
Nithisdaill and Ladies Hereis and Kirkconnell to be denounced and
escheat.

Petition by Margaret Hunter, spouse to Peter Donnald, burgess of Petition by
Dumbartane, and Janet Donnald, spouse to Umphra Cahowne there, aSH:xgt::?spouso
follows :—Upon some sinister information by their enemies the Lords 'ﬁ’of:f;'
granted a commission to the Lairds of Foulwod and Ardincaple and m‘ﬁmn'
James Hall, called of Foulebar, to try them upon the charge of witchcraft. and Janet
These commissioners have appointed Thursday next, 19th instant, for ?ﬁ“ﬂf‘.,p m“;e
their trial, and intend to proceed therewith though “ they ar free and Colguboun, .
innocent of that cryme and there i8 no cleere depositioun quhilk may of v?hf:'hpo.cfffbt,
argue or inferre anie guiltinesse aganis thame, and all that can beponement ot
objected ar bair and naiked presumptiouns whilks in maters of lyffe and 'he‘;mm“’ oo

und of

death aucht not to be respected nor allowed.” As to their judges, though thxg:;";f the
the complainers will impugn neither their credit nor honesty, yet “ they persons

may trewlie affirme that they ar not acquaint with maters of this kynde,b‘,u,,,:‘;gdg‘,,l
and hes not the knowledge nor experience to discusse the relevancie of

a dittay, and the exceptiouns and objectiouns that in law may be trewlie

propouned aganis the same, and the persouns who ordinarilie ar putt

upoun the assyse in thir maters ar base ignorant people without letters

or knowledge and knowes no forder bot the allowing of the relevancie of

the dittay makes the pannell to be cleerelie guiltie without anie kynde

of respect to the verificatioun of the dittay and others circumstances
concurring, thairin.” Moreover, there are no procurators to be had in

the burgh of Dumbartane with whom the petitioners may advise for

their defence, which in a case of life and estate the laws of God and

nature allow. They therefore crave that their trial be postponed, and

that John Cahowne of Luss, and Boyle of Kelburne, Commissary

of Glasgow, be added to the commissioners foresaid. The Lords con-

tinue the trial till 10th April next and ggree to the addition of the two

gentlemen named to the commission if they will accept the same, other-

wise the Lords appoint the trial to take place by the former commis-

sioners.

Complaint by John Sempill of Aikinbar, as follows : —The invasion of Gomplaint by
the lieges within the burgh of Edinburgh, or within a mile of the of Alkinbar
Council’s residence, is very strictly forbidden, yet Bryce Sempill of Hunter- 3%t Bryce
hill, having conceived a grudge against the complainer and given him Hunterhill for
no notice thereof, invited him in a friendly way to the chamber of Harie ™"
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Osburne, writer in Edinburgh, for conference “about some purposes,’ gwreh,
ovember
and he, unaware of any “ hid plotc ” went thither alone, “ not having 80 1627-January
muche as ane knyffe upoun him,” and waited the coming of the said F‘fﬁom .
Bryce. When he came they had “ane commoun and freindlie dis-
course” for a certain space, and then “the said Bryce, er ever the
compleaner wes awar of him, with his falded neiff feld and wounded him
on the face, so that he nather saw nor heard for ane great spaice there-
after; and than drew his whingear,” with which he would have killed
the complainer if those present had not hindered him. Charge having Fol. 189, b.
been given to the said Bryce Sempill, and both pursuer and defender
compearing and witnesses being heard, the Lords find the defender
guilty as libelled, and ordain him to ward in the tolbooth of Edinburgh
till they release him.
Holyrood i Commission under the Signet to the Sheriff of Bervick, Robert Commision,
Mmh'lm Cockeburne of Blacksmylne, his depute, Sir Alexander Nisbitt of West Fol. 162, b.
Commiseion % Nisbitt, and John Cranstoun of Thornedykes, or any two of them, the
Borwick a;nrg said shen'ﬁ' or his depute being ome, to hold courts and try Margaret
Mergarst Wallace in Langtoun, who has been long suspected of witcheraft.
pallace . Signed by Mar, Hadintoun, Wintoun, Seafort, Air, Lorne, and Scottis-
T tarvett.
&':,',‘;‘:;‘:3;;’, Commission under the Signet to Charles Lawder, bailie depute of
g':m‘:‘::‘;‘:;“' Lauderdaill, and Mr. Alexander Home of St. Leonards, as justices, to
Isobel hold courts and try Isobel Thomsoun in Craillfurde, who has been

Tc‘,’;ﬁ:‘,’d for long suspected of witcheraft. Signed as above.
&:’;’x& Commission under the Signet to David Brodie of that Ilk, Alexander Fol 193, s

David Brodie Brodle portioner of Kinlosse, James Rutherfurd, sheriff depute of Elgine
%@;jﬁ:{“’ and Forresse, Alexander Innes of Coitts, James Dumbar of Bogs, and
Melrose, . Mr. John Hay, commissiary of Murrey, or any three of them, as justices,

Chattill, for to hold courts and try Janet Melros, midwife in Chattill, who has long

i been suspected of witchcraft. Signed as above.

'{hn;e:ligfthe “The Lordis continewis the Earle of Angus toucheing the nominatioun Sedorunts,
religion of his of a pedagogue to his sone till Thurisday nixt qubairof intimatioun wes Fol. 116 b.

son maid to M" Williame Douglas, maiser, in name of the said Earle.”

Janet “ That chargeis be direct aganis Jonnett Johnnestoun, spous to Fol. 117, ».
ohnston. . . . . : :
Broun of Lochhill, and hir cautionaris for contravening of hir cau-
tionarie.” _
Ne Horbert The lyke chargeis to be direct aganis M* Harbert Broun.”
The Lady “The Lordis continewis the modificatioun of the Lady Corsbie hir
g::;b;; -~ allowance till Thurisday nixt, to the intent that in the meantyme she

may performe the conditionis of hir undertaking towcheing the setting
of the Laird his landis to tennentis and finding cautioun for payment
making unto him of the yeirlie duetie aggreit upoun the same.”

g:mm Sederunt—S* Andrewes ; Treasurer; Privy Seal; Wyntoun; Sea- &8 Tepre?
March 1629, fort; Viscount of Au Lord Lorne; Lord Areskine; Lord 1629

Fol 101 ?



1629. CHARLES L 99

i*:u F::;Wy Melvill; Lord Tracquair; Bishop of Dumblane; Clerk of
} 2oL Register ; Advocate ; Sir John Scot; Sir James Baillie.
a

“ Forsameekle as advertisement is laitlie come frome Court that the regi- Warrant to 8ir
ment whairof Sir George Hay is colonell and hes the charge and Kmf'f‘:n? o
conduct sall be in readinesse betuix and the last day of Marche instant }gy;mx:“t
to be transported and imployed as his Majestie sall direct, whilk in the Mw
regaird of the shortnesse of the tyme and that the compdneis who
served under the captans and commanders of the said regiment ar
disperst and lying in diverse parts of the countrie cannot be con-
venientlie performed without warrands frome his Majesteis Counsell to
Fol. 101, b.  that effect, Thairfoir the Lords of Secreit Consell hes givin and grantit,
and be the tennour heerof gives and grants warrand and commissioun be
thir presents to the said Sir George Hay, colonell, and to the captans
and commanders of the said regiment to caus towke drwmmes for
conveening of thair companeis at suche tymes and places as they
sall appoint; with power lykewayes to thame, thair commanders and
officiars, with the concurrence of some ordinarie magistrat to burgh and
land, to pas, searche, seeke and apprehend all suche fugitive souldiours as
hes runne away or sall happin to runne away fra thame and who sall
not give thair appearance and mustours at the tymes appointed for that
effect; with power lykewayes to thame for the better filling up of thair
companeis to take on suche persouns as voluntarilie will agree and inroll
thameselffes for that service whairby the nomber and places of these
who sall undewtifullie abandoun thair charge may be suppleed and
made up for the good of his Majesteis service and credite of the
countrey. Followes his Majesteis missive for warrand of the act abone-
writtin. CHARLES R., Right trustie and right weilbelovit cousine and
counsellour, right trustie and weilbelovit cousines and counsellers,
and right trustie and weilbelovit counsellers, we greete yow weill.
Whereas our trustie and weilbelovit Sir George Hay of Kinfawnes,
knight, is to levey a regiment of men within that our kingdome to serve
the Estaits of the Low Countreis,' and to that effect we being willing
that he have all suche readie and favourable assistance and encourage-
ment that lawfullie can be granted, our pleasure is that yow grant
unto him a warrand to towcke drwmmes for this purpose and to levey
and transport the said regiment with als large priviledges as anie colonell
or commander whatsoever hes had heeretofore in the lyke kynde; and
that otherwayes yow give unto him all suche readie furtherance as he
can lawfullie require or yow can convenientlie graunt, whiche we will
take as verie good service done unto us. And so we bid yow fareweill.
Frome our Court at Whitehall the 9* of Marche 1629.”
“The Lords of Secreit Counsell ordains the Erle of Wyntoun, who wes Charge to the

1 With the old object of recovering the Palatinate for his brother-in-law, the Elector
Frederick, Charles was again taking an active part in the Thirty Years’ War,

228521
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Barlof personallie present, to send his eldest sone to S* Andrewes or to Edin- Acta uary
send his son to burgh as he sall thinke fitt, attendit with a pedagogue sound in religioun, 1629.
the University yhere to remayne till Junij nixt that in the meane tyme the youngFo- 1™
to be educated nobleman may be instructed in the grounds of trew religioun by suche
in the true . h .
;:l:tgl::::, with a8 _sall be appointed to conferre with him for that eﬂ‘gct, and upoun
directions  thair report to be made the first Counsell day of Junij of the young
iy, NObleman his knowledge and professioun, ordour may be tane thairanent
in tyme comming accordinglie. And the Lords ordains the said Erle to Fol. 102, a.
have a cair that his ladie, daughter, and secund sone repaire to Church
aud give all outward obedience without scandall; whilk the said Erle
being personallie present, as said is, promised to doe.”
The Earl of “The Lords of Secreit Counsell ordains Williame, Erle of Angus, who
:dm:?,do:h ® wes personallie present, that betuix and the first Counsell day of Apryle
his son. he appoint some learned man who is approvin and knowin to be sound
in religioun to have the charge and care of educatioun of his sone.”
ll;i';ﬂﬁ:jf:&? * “The whilk day the missive letter underwrittin signed be the Kings
anenta _ Majestie and direct to the Lords of Secreit Counsell wes presented to the
Gtion of Sir saids Lords, of the whilk the tennour followes:—CHARLES R., Right
beith of Kerse trustie and weilbelovit cousine and counsellour, right trustie and weil-
ance of pro-  belovit cousines and counsellers, and trustie and weilbelovit counsellers,

::;‘%'}:c'hhm we greete yow weill. Whereas we have beene petitiouned be Sir William
bisdebts.  Monteith of Kerse, knight, and his ladie, humblie showing that being
engadged to diverse thair creditours in sindrie sowmes of money they
cannot convenientlie give that satisfactioun quhilk they ar willing unlesse
we be pleased to grant unto them a competent tyme free frome the rigour
of the executioun of our lawes for performance thairof, intending within the
said space to take a course for giving of satisfactioun to thair creditours ;
whiche goodlie we could not have refuised unto thame if the Bishop of
Ros, commissioner frome the Church, had not enformed us of thair
disconformitie frome the trew religioun presentlie profest within that
our kingdome, for whilk the Churche hes thame presentlie under pro-
cesse ; quhairfoir least uthers of that professioun under the lyke pretexts
sould importune us, we have refused to grant thair said petitioun unlesse
they sall compeir before yow and give sufficient ussurance that within
the space of sax moneths they sall conforme thameselffes to the trew
religioun, otherwise that they sall remove thameselffes out of that our
kingdome, and that during that space they sall behave thameselffes in
suche sort as they sall doe no thing contrarie unto our lawes nor give no
caus of open scandall nor no other offence to our Church and countrie,
and in the meane tyme that they use suche lawfull ordinarie meanes for
thair instructioun and reclayming as the Churche sall thinke fitting to
prescryve ; but if they sall compeir before yow and find sufficient suretie
to the effect foresaid and that they take a reasounable course for payment
of the debts awand be thame to thair creditours within the said space,
than our pleasure is that during the said tyme of sax moneths and of
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thair good cariage thairin in maner foresaid the rigour of our lawes in

anie maner be not execute agains thame ; and so we bid yow fareweill

Frome our Court at Whitehall the fyft,ene day of Januarie, 1629.

Whilk letter being read, heard and considderit be the saids Lords, Decision of the
and they having heard the Bishop of Dumblane, and Mr Thomas Spittell, the gmnugum
minister at Falkirk, thair report anent the said Laird of Kerse his§ the Laird of
behaviour in his religioun, they thinke it not expedient that the desire of petition.

the letter sall be granted : and thairfoir ordanis ane letter to be writtin

to acquaint his Majestie with the causes of thair refuisall.”

“The Lords of Secreit Counsell nominats and appoints the Clerk of &V::ra:fttothe
Register, Sir Johne Scot, Sir James Baillie and Sir Henrie Wardlaw, to kegister and
pas and make a survey of his Majesteis houses and castellis of Edinburgh, 2thers to make
Halyrudhous, Linlithgow, Sterline, Dumfermline, and Falkland, how they his Mﬂl“?’
ar repaired and ordoured, and that they report what they find thairin palaces.

upoun Tuisday come aught dayes.”

[Sederunt as recorded above.] ggmm
March 1629,
Petition by John, Earl of Mar, Lord High Treasurer, Archibald, Lord Petition of

Naper of Merchinstoun, Deputy Treasurer, Sir Thomas Hoip of Craighall, f:}? Rl

King’s Advocate, and George Foulles, Master of his Majesty’s Cunzie- cthers for =

hous, as follows :—The warrant granted to Mr. John Achesoun, sometime &rtec:t:ﬂo
of Newtounleyes, for coming from Ireland to produce some writs affecting Acheson.
the Cunziehous (certain annualrents from which are claimed by Mr. John
Schairp, advocate), and for pursuing some actions before the Lords of
Council and Session against James Hoppar of Bourehous, his brother-in-
law, will expire on the last of this month, and that matter was yet
undiscussed. They therefore crave an extension of the said protection ;
and this the Lords grant till 15th July next.

The Lords, having of new and at great length heard Patrick Cranstoun Patrick
of Corsebie and Marion Home, his spouse, upon their differences, “ and 8;::{:2';:;
finding that as yitt there is not anie suche harmonie and mutuall Madon Home,
dewteis of love and kyndenesse betuix thame as aught to be betuix @ live apart fgr
man and a wyffe, bot that there is miscontentments on either side con- car.the aid
tinewes als violent and greene as they wer at anie tyme frome the ,,;;‘;‘;,,Hog:;’
beginning, sua that it is expedient for both thair weales that they sall‘mm"k’”
live apairt for a yeere till it sall please God to unite thair hearts in 2
more Christiane harmonie,” and as it is just that the said Marion Home
should have some aliment out of her husband’s estate meanwhile, they
modify to her the sum of 600 merks for the year’s maintenance, viz. to
1st April 1630, the first half at Whitsunday next and the other half

at Martinmas following. John Cranstoun of Thornedykes, personally

1 A copy of this letter is also engrossed in the Council’s Register of Royal and other letters,
fol. 160, a.
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present, became cautioner for the performance of this by the said Decrets,

Patrick, who obliged himself to relieve his said cautioner. lm?rwy
3:;:: '::: “ The Lordis ordanis the Commissionaris of the Midleshyris to meete Fﬁom b
for the Middle the morne and to considder these articlis quhilkis the Counsell hes Sederunts,
Shires. thoght fitt to be reformed in the Commissioun for the Middleshyris, and 1-'6(,%121?1,

to ad quhat forder they think expedient to be reformed thairanent, and
to reporte thair opinioun to the Counsell upoun Twisday nixt.”
gg&ﬁgﬁ:" “That the Countesse of Abircorne be chargeit to compeir befoir the
Counsell upoun Twisday nixt to heir and see letters of hoirning decernit
to be direct aganis her.”
Janot Maxwell < That Jonnett Maxwell and Adam Cuninghame, hir cautioner, be
Cunningham. chargeit to compeir upoun Twisday nixt to heir thair act of cautionarie
decernit to be contravenit.”
Penalty “The Lordis gevis power to the subcommissionaris anent the valuatiouns Fol. 117, b.

against abse
oot to set doun a penaltie of foure pundis to be payed by every one who salbe

sloners of the absent frome the ordinair meetingis without a lawfull caus.”

g!e mee:ineof “ The Lordis findis that the dyet appointed be the grite commissioun

mission. " to the procuratour fishaell to persew cannot be alterit bot be the Com-
missioun.”

Tagy Gooptt  «The Lordis modifyis to the Lady Corsbie the soume of sax hundreth Fol 113, &
merkis to be payit to hir be the Laird of Corsbie, hir husband, for hir
interteynment frome the dait of thir presentis to the first day of Aprile
1630; and Johnne Cranstoun of Thornidykis, being personally present,
became actit as cautioner for payment of the said soume, the on half at

Witsonday, the other half at Martymes nixt. Corsbie actit to releeve his

cautioner.”
Houmg, 9ith Sederunt—Treasurer ; Privy Seal ; Wyntoun ; Seafort; Lauderdaill ; Acta February
March 1629. Viscount of Air; Lord Lorne; Lord Areskine; Jedburgh; le‘fomzh
0

Melvill; Bishop of Dumblane; Clerk of Register, Advocat ;
Sir John Scot; Sir James Baillie.

l';';m%ﬁ’ho “ Forsameekle as upoun the twentie day of December last Robert Cowtes

of l.iluwlx;deen, w1t,hm the parish of Aboyne, Johne Gordoun of Kethnie, George
mp..‘;i:,f;’m.. Gordoun of Drumgesk, Alexander Gordoun, his brother, James Gordoun

George Ander-in the Hilheid of Kincairne, Williame Fraser of Craigtoun, Patrik

pow at the Carnegie in the Kirktoun of Aboyne, Elizabeth Gordoun, his spous, and
r:septing Jeane Stevin, spous to the said Robert Cowtes, wer ordourlie denunced
i ,‘,"';‘,:“d his Majesteis rebellis and putt to the horne be vertew of letters direct

appear before to the Lords of Secreit Counsell at the instance of the Moderator and
answer the  brethrein of the presbyterie of Kincairne for the saids persouns thair not
¢ compeirance before the High Commissioun of the Kirk at a certane day
bygane to have answered to the complaint givin in aganis thame
tuicheing thair ressetting of Jesuits, seminarie and messe preists, and

hearing of messe said be George Leslie the Caputiane ; lykeas upoun
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the nyntene day of Februarie last M" George Andersoun, wrytter, M™
George and Gilbert Paips, M* Alexander Irwing, Robert Irwing and
Hercules Guthrie, burgesses of Aberdene, Thomas Meinzeis of Balgownie,
Alexander Leslie, brother to the Laird of Pitcaple, and Francis Leslie,
brother to George Leslie, callit the Caputiane, wer lykewayes ordourlie
denunced his Majesteis rebellis and putt to the horne be vertew of
letters direct be the saids Lords, that is to say, the said M’ George
Andersoun, M™ George and Gilbert Paips for not compeering personallie
before the saids Lords at a certane day bygane to have answered upoun
thair ressetting of Jesuits, seminarie and messe preists and hearing of
messes in the hous of M* Alexander Irwing, burges of Aberdene, and the
remanent persouns foresaids, for not compeirance personallie before the
saids Lords to have answered upoun thair wrytting, devysing and
affixing of twa pasquills and infamous libellis conteaning treasounable
wairnings and predictiouns of the change of the estait and religioun and
a nomber of invective and rayling speeches aganis the professours of the
trew religioun and ministers of Aberdene as the letters of horning dewlie
execute, indorsat and registrat showin to the saids Lords of Privie
Counsell at lenth, beiris, at the processe whairof the persouns particularlie
abonewrittin hes most proudlie and contempnandlie remained his
Majesteis rebellis since the day of thair denunciatiouns respective, as
they doe yitt unrelaxt, takand no regaird to the said hornings, bot
haunts, frequents and repaires publictlie and avowedlie in all pairts of
the countrie as if they wer his Majesteis answerable and obedient sub-
jects, in high and proud contempt of his Majesteis auctoritie and lawes
and encouragement of others to continew in the lyke rebellioun; Thair-
foir the Lords of Secreit Counsell hes givin and grantit, and be the
tennour heerof gives and graunts full power, warrand and commissioun,
expresse bidding and charge, to Patrik, Bishop of Aberdene, Sir Thomas
Burnet of Leyes, the provest and bailleis of Aberdene for the tyme, M"
Alexander Jaffrey, lait baillie, and M* Robert Ferqubair, lait deane of
guild of the said burgh of Aberdene, conjunctlie and severallie, to con-
vocat his Majesteis lieges in armes, and to pas, searche, seeke and take
the persouns foresaids wherever they may be apprehendit and to committ
thame to waird within the tolbuith of Aberdene and to deteane thame
thairin upoun thair awin expenses ay and whill directioun and ordour be
givin concerning thame as apperteannes; with power to the saids com-
missioners for this effect to make opin doores and to use his Majesteis
keyes and generallie to doe, use and performe everie uther thing whilk
for executioun of thir presents ar requisite and necessar. Firme and
stable halding and for to hald all and whatsomever thing sall be
lawfullie done heerin, and that letters be direct charging all and sindrie
his Majesteis lieges and subjects to reverence, acknowledge