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THE

MIRROR
N 59. TUESDAY, Augnjl 17, 1779.

Ex otio plus negotii quam ex negotio habemus.

Vet. Schol. ad Ennium in Iphigen.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,
T AM one of that numerous tribe of men,
* whom your predeceflbr, 'The Speftator^ has

diftinguifhed by the appellation of Loungers^
an innocent harmlefs race, who are remarkable

for no one offenfive quality, except a mortal

antipathy at Time-, which, as that author fays,

and we are willing to allow, we ftudy all po-
fible means of killing and deflroying. This

confeflion, Sir, of one particular fpecies of ma-

levolence we are not at all afhamed to make,
fince the perfecution of our adverfary is fo

avowed and notorious, as fully to juftify every
kind of revenge which we can meditate. We
confider Time, Sir, as a fort of incubus, or day

VOL. n. B night-
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night-mare, a malignant being, who, like the

old man of thefea, in the Arabian Tales, faftens

himfelf upon our moulders, prefles with into-

lerable weight, and flicks fo clofe, that often-

times an unhappy vidim of his malice is fain to

rid himfelf of his oppreflbr at the expence of his

life. It is not then furprifmg that it ihould be

the conftant ftudy of us, who are infefted by
this monfter, to try every probable fcheme for

his deftruction.

Now, Sir, as in a long- continued war, the

military genius is fharpened by exercife, de-

ftructive inventions are multiplied, and a va-

riety of artful difpofitions, manoeuvres, and

ftratagems are found out, which the great

matters of the fcience, Folard^ Puyfegur^ and

Saxe, are careful to record for the benefit of

belligerent pofterity : fo I, in like manner,
who for many years have maintained an ob-

ftinate warfare with my mortal enemy, have not

only put in practice all the common and moft

approved modes of attack and defence, fo as

precifely to afcertain the refpective merit of

each, but I flatter myfelf with having difco-

vered feveral artful devices, and ingenious

plans, which fufEciently prove my own maf-

terly fkill in the fcience, and which I can re-

commend to the practice of my brother loun-

gers, from repeated experience of their effi-

cacy.
I have
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I have made fo great a proficiency in this ufe-

ful art, that it was for feveral years a darling

project of mine to digeft my knowledge into a

regular fyftem ; but when, in the profecution

of this great defign, I had got the length of form-

ing a complete title-page, and had entered upoa
the confideration of the plan, and arrangement
of the work, I found a neceflity of abandoning

my project, from the immenfe variety of matter

which preiented itfelf to my view, as well as

from an unhappy infirmity under which I have

laboured from my youth, a fort of lethargic dif-

order which totally unfits me for reading or

writing mere than half an hour at a time.

But, Sir, that the world may not be entirely

deprived of the fruits of my talents and experi-

ence, I have determined to fend you fome of my
detached notes, and a few obfervatioris occafion-

ally let down as materials, while the work I have

mentioned was in contemplation. Thefe, Sir,

as you feem to have a pretty turn for writing,

you may, in your own way of periodical fpecu-

lations, enlarge and improve upon ; or, if you
fhould think proper to follow out my defign of

a complete treatife on the fubject, you have my
full permiflion.

The philofophers fay, Cogito, ergofum ; I think,

therefore I exift. Now, as the fenfe of our own
exiftence is the moft difagreeable of all reflections

to us lounging philofophers, it follows, that, in

B 2 order
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order to rid ourfelves of that moft uneafy fenfa-

tion, we muft endeavour as much as poffible to

banifh all thought.

To attain this important end, there are va-

rious means, according to the variety of taftes.

To efcape from his own thought?, one lounger

betakes himfelf to his bottle, another to the gam-

ing-table, and a third to a miftrefs. That thefe

methods are frequently fuccefsful muft be pre-

fumed, fince the greateft adepts fo generally em-

ploy them. Neverthelefs, I muft be excufed for

hinting a very few objections which have oc-

curred in the courfe of my own practice.

As an antidote to the cares of life, and fo-

vereign opiate for the miferies of thought and

reflection, there is no medicine which has ac-

quired an equal reputation with a flafk of good
wine. But moft opiates ferve only as tempo-

rary palliatives, and fome, while they give im-

mediate relief, are known to increafe the difeafe.

I am afraid we muft apply to the pleafures of the

bottle, what, with a flight alteration, was faid by
a wife ancient :

"
Joy may endure for a night,

" but heavinefs (too furely) cometh in the morn-
"

ing-"

Gaming, too, though a very genteel occupa-

tion, muft be allowed to approach rather too near

to the drudgery of real bufmefs. The labour of

thought which it requires, and the turbulence of

contending paffions, are certainly inimical to that

tranquil
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tranquil indifference in which we loungers place

our iupreme felicity.

Although I am well acquainted with all the

arguments in favour of gallantry, and allow them

to have a great deal of weight, I cannot help

thinking, that, when confidered with a view to

our fraternity, it is fubjet to many inconve-

niencies. Even under the management of the

moil prudent, it cannot be denied, that it leads to

fituations in which the peace and quiet fo necef-

fary in the life of a lounger, are difturbed and

broken
;

or leaves him in others that render the

prefence of his great adverfary, Time, more than

ufually irkfome.

To conftitute a complete lounger, it is ne-

ceifary that he mould be a man of tafte. Read-

ing, though, as a food, it is grofs and of hard

digeftion, may be taken with much advantage
in fmall dofes, both as a cordial, and as an

opiate. For the former of thefe purpofes, I

would recommend a complete fet of jeft-books

from Joe Miller and the Medley of Fun^ down
to Jobnfomana ; for the latter, moft of the new
novels. I would likewife advife the taking in

all the magazines and reviews. Thofe, befides

the very confiderable amufement in cutting up
their leaves, enable a gentleman, by the moft

compendious means, to form a complete judg-
ment of any author, in any fcience, and to de-

cide upon his merits in any company, with that

B 3 proper
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proper confidence which reprefles all oppofition

of opinion.

An ingenious author of this age
* has lately

demonftrated, that it is poffible to acquire a

critical tafte in any of the fine arts, without the

fmalleft portion of natural genius ;
and it mull

be acknowledged, that his theory is proved by
the example of moft modern critics. Among
thefe arts, I would particularly recommend, as

moft profitable to the lounger, the acquifition of

a tafte in mufic. After acquiring a good tafte,

it will be an eafy matter to obtain a proficiency

in the practice of the fcience
; and of this the

advantage is very great. I have the honour to

know feveral very accomplimed gentlemen, who,
with no other companion than their violin, are

able to fiddle away a complete fummer's day with

much comfort and delight.

The occupations I have hitherto mentioned,
it will be obferved, are chiefly of the domeftic

kind. I could enumerate a variety of fchemes

for the deftrudion of time without doors. Thefe,

however, are fo generally known, that it were

fuperfluous to dwell upon them. In the morn-

ing the political lounger betakes himfelf to his

coffee-houfe, the literary lounger to his book-

feller's (hop, the faunterer to the public walks,
the dreamer to his ufual occupation of counting

* Mr. Webb. See Preface to his Inquiry into the Beauties

of Painting, &c.

the
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.the fign-pofts. In the evening, clubs, card-

parties, and public places, furnifh a rendezvous

for loungers of all denominations.

Befides thefe I have already mentioned, I

could eafily, Sir, communicate a variety of other

approved fchemes and ingenious devices ; but I

(hall, for the prefent, content myfelf with barely

hinting at one other expedient, though I am
aware that its vulgarity will not permit it to be

often employed by people of tqfte and fafbion.

It muft be acknowledged that the moft effectual

of all methods of killing time, is by ferious bufi-

nefs or occupation. This is the great fecret by
which many thoufands of the vulgar herd jog
on through life with much compofure, nay even

feeming fatisfadlion, while thofe who conftitute

the polite world are put to a variety of fhifts to

compafs what the others attain without feeking

after. Now, as a capital painter may fometimes

conceive a happy idea from the daubing of a

fign-poft, fo the lounger, though he difdain to

follow fo mean an example as that of the plod-

ding fons of induftry, may, neverthelefs, de-

rive from it a very profitable leflbn. When

any piece of bufmefs neceflarily obtrudes itfelf,

let him confider, that it would be highly im-

provident to difpatch or execute in one hour, or

in one day, what, with a little prudent manage-

ment, may eafily furnifh occupation for twenty.

Thus, when a lounger begins to write a letter,

B 4 it
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it may very reafonably employ him for a month,
the ranging of his library may give him a hurry
of bufmefs for a year, and clearing accounts with

his fteward is the work of a life-time.

Thefe, Sir, are a few of the materials for that

great defign above mentioned, from which it is

eafy to form a judgment both of the copioufnefs

and importance of the fubject. As that fcheme,

however, is now laid afide, I take the liberty of

fending you thefe imperfect hints, in hopes (as

many modeft authors exprefs themfelves) that

they may prompt an exertion of genius from

fome abler pen.

I am, Sir,

Your moft obedient fervant,

ESYCHUS.

P. S. Your correfpondent, in your I4th Num-

ber, feems to poflefs many of the talents requi-

fite for fuch an undertaking.
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N 60. SATURDAY, Augujl 21, 1779.

Quin ubi fe a vulgo et fcena in fecreta remorant

Virtus Scipiadae et mitis fapientia Lseli ;

Nugari cum illo, et difcinti ludere, donee

Decoqueretur olus, foliti. HOR,

I
HAVE heard a ftory of an eminent philofo-

pher who was invited to dine and fpend the

evening with fome of the moft diftinguilhed men
for learning and genius of the age in which he

lived. Dinner being over, the converfation took

a light and eafy turn. While a cheerful glafs

went round, the common topic of the time, the

joke of the day, or the occafional pleafantry of

the minute, filled up their difcourfe. The phi-

lofopher, whofe mind was conftantly occupied

with abftracl: ftudies and inquiries, took little

{hare in the converfation, and felt no pleafure

in it. After having fat a confiderable time, one

of the company propofed that they fhould take

1a

game at cards. Although they played for a

trifle, the philofopher refufed to join in the party,

and it was made up without him. While they
were thus engaged, he retired to a corner of the

room, took out his pocket-book and pencil, and

began to write. Upon being afked what he

was writing? he anfwered, that he had con<-

ceived
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ceived high expectations of the inftruction and

entertainment he was to receive from the con-

verfation of fo many eminent and diftinguifhed

men
;

that he had refolved, before he came

among them, to take notes of what pafled, left

he mould forget it
; and that this was now his

occupation. The company, confidering the man-

ner in which they had been employed, felt the

rebuke, and were made a little uneafy by it.

People may think differently of this ftory. I,

for my part, think the philofopher to blame,

and that the company were in no refpect the

objects of cenfure. I have long been of opinion,

that one of the moft important leflbns to be learn-

ed in life, is that of being able to
trifle upon oc-

cafion. No character can poflibly be more con-

temptible than that of a talking, empty, giggling

fool, who is incapable of fixing his attention

upon any thing that is important, and whofe

mind, like a microfcope, fees only what is little,

and takes in nothing that is great. But no cha-

racter can be more refpectable than that of a

man of talents, whofe thoughts are often em-

ployed upon the great and important objects of

life, but who can neverthelefs unbend his mind,

and be amufed with eafy and fimple recreations.

A man, by taking falfe and improper views of

life, may bring himfelf to think, that even thofe

objects which are reckoned great and important,

are, in reality, little j the projects of ambition,

the
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the defire of fame, even the purfuits of ftudy,

may fink before him
; and, to fuch a man, the

ordinary recreations of the world muft appear too

fmall to engage his attention. But,
"

*t-were

"
to confider too ctirloujly to confider fo" He

\vho thinks rightly, and adapts his mind to the

circumftances in which he is placed, will foon

be convinced, that, as activity and employment
were intended for us, fo we ought to be intereft-

ed by the different objects around us. The pro-

jects of an honeft ambition, if not carried too

far, the defire of being thought well of, if kept
within proper bounds, and the fearch after know-

ledge, if it does not lead to arrogance and con-

ceit, will appear fuited to our nature, and ob-

jects upon which it is right that we fhould fix

our attention. In the fame manner, it will ap-

pear proper that the mind, when there is place

for it, fhould unbend and allow itfelf to be amuf-

ed by thole other objects which, compared with

thofe of ambition, fame, or ftudy, may appear
little or trifling.

The mind is very apt to receive a ftrong caft

from the manner in which it is employed. When
a man is conftantly engaged in fomething which

requires great ftudy and application, which

figures as an important object, and which agi-

tates and interefts him, he is in danger of ac-

quiring a hardnefs of temper which will make

him difagreeable, or a tone of mind which will

render
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render him incapable of going through the com-

mon duties of life as a friend, a relation, or a

parent. Nothing will preferve him from thefe

bad confequences fo much as his taking advan-

tage of an idle hour, and allowing hirnfelf to be

unbent with recreations of an eafy, and in them-

felves of a frivolous nature. This will not only
afford him an agreeable relaxation, but will give
his mind a gentleneis and a fweetnefs which all

the hardneis of application, and all the agitation

of his employments, will not be able to deftroy.

There is no anecdote in antiquity which I

have read with greater pleafure than that of

Scipio and Ladius, related by the eloquent pen
of Cicero, and put into the mouth of Craflus :

S<zpe ex fucero meo audivi (fays Craflus in the

dialogue de Oratore) cum is dicerct, focerumfuum
Ltzlium, fcmper fere cum Scipionefolitum rujlica-

ri, eofque incredibiliter repuerafcere ejfefolitos^ cum

rus ex urbe, tanquam e vincuhs, cvolavifftJit. Non

audeo dicere de talibus viris^Jed tamen ita folct

narrare Sc<zvola
y
conchas cos et umbilicos ad Caie-

tarn et ad Laurentum legere confucjfe, et ad omnem

animi remijjlonem ludumque defcendere. Sic emm

Je res habet, ut quemadmodum volucres videmus,

procreatloms atque utilitatis fu<z caufa, faigere ct

conjlruere nldos ; eafdem autem^ cum allquid effe-

cerint levandi laborisfui caufa^ pajjlm ac liberefo-

lutas opere volitare ; fie nojlri animiforenfibus nc-

gotiis^ atque urbano opere defejji gefiiunt^ et
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tare cupiunt) vactil cura atque labore. "
I re-

" member to have heard my father-in-law
"

mention," fays CraJJks^
"

that his kinfman
"

Ltflius, and the great Sclpio, were frequently
" wont to fly from the hurry of bufmefs and the
"

huftle of the town to a quiet retreat in the
"

country, and there to grow, as it were, boys
"

again in their amufements. Nay (though I

" fhould hardly venture to tell it of fuch men),
" we were aflured by Sctevola, that at Caieta
" and Laurcntnm they ufed to pafs their time in
"

gathering {hells and pebbles, unbending their
"

minds, and amufed with every trifle; like
"

birds, which, after the ferious and important
" bufmefs of preparing nefts for their young, fly
"

fportfully about, free and difengaged, as if to
"

relieve themfelves from their toils."

Nothing can be more truly delightful than

to picture out the conqueror of Carthage, who
had led to victory the triumphant armies of the

Roman ftate, amufing himfelf with his friend

Ltflius, at Caieta or Laurentum^ in gathering
fhells and pebbles on the fea-more. Far from

finking their dignity in our eflimation, it adds

to it
;
and it muft give a high idea of the elegant

fimplicity and virtuous tranquillity of mind of

whicl\the illuftrious friends were pofiefled^'hen,

from the cares of ftate, they could defcend to,

and feel amufement in, thofe innocent and

fimple-hearted pleafures. None but men of vir-

tue,
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tue, and who poflefled an eafy and an irreproach-

able mind, could have enjoyed them *. Men
whofe confciences upbraided them, who felt the

agitation of bad paffions, and who were inward-

ly gnawed by the fenfations of envy, jealoufy,

revenge, or hatred, cpuld not have thus in-

dulged themfelves. They muft have buried

their feeling?, they muft have got rid of their

own minds, under lefs peaceful, lefs fimple, and

lefs innocent amufements. That abforption of

calm feeling which hard drinking produces, and

that agitation created by deep gaming, muft have

been their refource.

A

* See Melmoth's Cicero's Letters.

N. B. The MIRROR is to be difcontinued

till Tuefday the yth of December, on which

day will be publifhed N LXI. and then con-

tinued, as formerly, every Tuefday and Sa-

turday.
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N 6 1. TUESDAY, December 7, 1779.

DURING
the late intermiflion of my labours,

I paid a vifit of fome weeks to my friend

Mr. Umphraville, whofe benevolence and worth

never fail to give, me the higheft pleafure, a

pleafure not leifened, perhaps, by thofe little fm-

gularities
of fentiment and manner, which, in

fome former papers, I have defcribed that gen-
tleman as poflefling. At his houfe in the coun-

try, thefe appear to the greateft advantage ; there

they have room to (hoot out at will
; and, like

the old yew-trees in his garden, though they do

look a little odd, and now and then tempt one

to fmile, yet the moft eccentric of them all have

fomething venerable about them.

Some of my friend's peculiarities may not only
be difcovered in his manner and his difcourfe,

but may be traced in his houfe and furniture,

his garden and grounds. In his houfe are large

rooms lighted by fmall Gothic windows, and ac-

ceffible only by dark narrow flair-cafes ; they
are fitted up with old arras, and have cielings

loaded with the maffy compartments of the laft

age, where the heads of bearded fages and lau-

relled emperors look grim and terrible through
2 the
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the cobwebs that furround them. In his grounds

you find fliff, rectangular walks, and ftraight,

narrow avenues. In his garden the yews and

hollies ftill retain their primeval figures ;
lions

and unicorns guard the corners of his parterres;

and * forcad-eagle)
of a remarkable growth, has

his wings clipped, and his talons pared, the firft

Monday of every month during fpring and

fummer.

The contempt in which, to a fomewhat un-

reafbnable degree, he holds modern refinement,

has led him to continue theie antiquated particu-

lars about him. The India-paper of fome of his

fafhionable neighbours' drawing-rooms, has en-

hanced the value of his arras ; his duiky Go-
thic windows have been contrafted to great ad-

vantage, with their Bows and Venetians; their

open lawns have driven him to the gloom of his

avenues; and the zig-zag twift of their walks

has endeared to him the long dull line of his

hedged terraces. As he holds, however, fome

good old political tenets, and thinks, as I have

often heard him exprefs himfelf, that every coun-

try can afford a king for itfelf, he had almoft

fubmitted to the modern plan ofgardening a few

years ago, on being put in mind, that the fafhion

of hedges and terraces was brought in by King
William.

But, exclufive of all thofe motives, on which

his filler and I fometimes rally him, my friend,

from
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from the warmth of his heart, and the fenfibility

of his feelings, has a ftrong attachment to all the

ancient occupiers of his houfe and grounds, whe-

ther they be of the human or the brute, the ani-

mate or inanimate creation. His tenants are,

moftly, coeval with himfelf ;
his fervants have

been either in his family, or on his eftate, from

their infancy ;
an old pointer, and an old houfe-

dog, generally meet him in the lobby ;
arid there

is a flea-bitten horfe, who, for feveral years, has

been paft riding, to whom he has devoted the

grafs of his orchard, and a manger of good hay

during the feverity of the winter. A withered

ftump, which, I obferved, greatly incommoded

the entry to his houfe, he would not fufFer to be

cut down, becaufe it had the names of himfelf

and fome of his fchool-companions cyphered on

its bark ; and a divorce from his leathern elbow-

chair, patched and tattered as it is, would, I am

perfuaded, be one of the moft ferious calamities

that could befal him.

This feeling will be eafily underftood by thofe

in whom the bufmefs or the pleafure of the world

has not extinguiflied it. That fort of relation

which we own to every object we have Jong been

acquainted with, is one of thofe natural propen-
fities the mind will always experience, if it has

not loft this connection by the variety of its en-

gagements, or the buftle of its purfuits. There

is a filent chronicle of paft hours in the inani-

VOL. ii. c mate
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mate things amidft which they have been fpent,

that gives us back the affections, the regrets, the

fentiments, of our former days ; that gives us

back their joys without tumult, their griefs with-

out poignancy, and produces equally from both

a penfive pleafure, which men who have retired

from the world, like Umphraviik^ or whom par-

ticular circurnftances have fomewhat eftranged

from it, will be peculiarly fond of indulging.

Above all others, thofe objects which recal the

years of our childhood, will have this tender

effect upon the heart : they prefent to us afrelh

the blifsful illufions of life, when Gaiety was

on the wing undamped by Care, and Hopes fmiled

before us unchecked by Difappointment. The
diftance of the fcene adds to our idea of its fe-

licity, and increafes the tendernefs of its recollec-

tion ;
'tis like the view of a landfcape by moon-

fhine ; the diftinctnefs of object is loft, but a mel-

low kind of dimnefs foftens and unites the whole.

From the fame fort of feeling has the idea of

Home its attraction. For though one's intereft

there will undoubtedly be heightened by the re-

lation to perfons, yet there is, exclufive of that

connection altogether, a certain attachment to

place and things, by which the town, the houfe,

the room in which we live, have a powerful in-

fluence over us. He muft be a very dull, or a

very diffipated man, who, after a month's ab-

fence, can open his own door without emotion,

even
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even though he has no relation or friend to wel-

come him within. For my part, I feel this

ilrongly ;
and many an evening, when I have

{hut the door of my little parlour, trimmed the

fire, and fwept the hearth, I fit down with the

feelings of a friend for every chair and table in

the room.

There is, perhaps, a degree of melancholy in

all this
;
the French

',
who are a lively people, have,

I think, no term that anfwers to our fubftantive

Home : but it is not the melancholy of a four

unfocial being ;
on the contrary, I believe, there

will always be found a tone of benevolence in it

both to ourfelves and others ; I fay ourfelves,

becaufe I hold the fenfation of peace and friend-

fhip with our own minds to be one of the beft

preparatives, as well as one of the beft rewards,
of virtue.

Nor has Nature given us this propenfity in

vain. From this the principle of patriotifm has

its earlieft fource, and fome of thofe ties are

formed, which link the inhabitants of lefs fa-

voured regions to the heaths and mountains of

their native land. In cultivated fociety, this

fentiment of Home cherifhes the ufeful virtues of ,

domeftic life; it oppofes, to the tumultuous

pleafures of diffipation and intemperance, the

quiet enjoyments of fobriety, ceconomy, and fa-

mily affection ; qualities which, though not at-

tractive of much applaufe or admiration, are

c 2 equally
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equally conducive to the advantage of the indi-

vidual, and the welfare of the community.

I

N 62. SATURDAY, December n, 1779.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,

WHEN
I was in Languedoc, many years ago,

I had an invitation to a great entertain-

ment given by the Intcndant. The company was

very numerous ; and, feveral foreigners happen-

ing to be prefent, the natives vied with each

other in difplaying their own importance. The
converfation chanced to turn on the campaign
of Marfhal de Villars againft the people of the

Cfoennes; and fome of the guefts were old enough
to remember the events of thofe times.

" M. de la 'Tour le Colombier, my father," faid

an old lady,
" had connections with many of

" the moft confiderable Calvinifts ; and, after

" their defeat, he generoufly afforded an afylum
?' to M. Cavalier and three hundred and fixty-
" four of his followers. They were concealed

"
among old ruins in a large foreft which lay

" behind
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" behind my father's Chateau, and compofed
"

part of his domain. None of the fervants of
" the family were let into the fecret, excepting
" one of my own maids, a fenfible, handy girl ;

" fhe and I went every day, and carried pro-
"

vifions to the whole band, and we drefled the

" wounds of fuch of them as had been wounded
"

in. the action. We did this, day after day,
" for a fortnight, or rather, if I remember right,
" for near three weeks. Minute circumftances
" are apt to efcape one's memory, after an in-

*' terval of many years ; but I mall never forget
" the gratitude of thofe poor people, and the
" ardent thanks which they beftowed on us when
"

they went away and difperfed themfelves."

I took the liberty of obferving, that the pro-
vifions neceflary for fo many mouths might

poflibly have been mifled in the family, and that

this might have led to a difcovery.
" Not at

"
all," replied {he.

" Feu M. man Pere fe
"

piquo'it toujours de tenir bonne table^ cejloit fa
** maroette meme [my father, who is now gone,
"

always made a point of living handfomely ;

"
that was even his hobby-horfej. But indeed

"
I recollect," continued fhe,

"
that we were

once very near being difcovered. The wives

of fome of the fugitives had heard, I know
not how, that their hufbands lay concealed

near my father's Chateau. They came and
"

fearched, and actually difcovered the lurking-
c 3

"
place.
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<l
place. Unfortunately they brought a good

"
many children alongwith them

; and, as we
" had no eatables fit for the little creatures, they
"

began to pule and cry, which migbt have
" alarmed the neighbourhood. It happened that
<{ M. Cavalier, the general of the infurgents,
" had been a journeyman paftry-cook before
"

the war. He prefently made fome prune tarts

44
for the children, and fo quieted them. This

" was a proof of his good-nature, as well as of
"

his iingular prefence of mind in critical fitu-

"
ations. Candour obliges me to bear fo ample

"
teftimony in favour of a heretic and a rebel,"

We had fcarcely time to draw breath after

this flory, when a mean-looking elderly man

faid, with the affectation of modeft dignity,
"

I had the happinefs to be known to M. de
"

VillarS) and he was pleafed greatly to over-
"

rate my poor fervices. On a certain occafion,
" he did me the honour to prefent me with a
" horfe of the unmixed Arabian breed, and a
" wonderful animal it was :" Then addreffing

himfelf to Lady W ,

"
I much doubt, mi

"
Ledi) whether it could have been matched in

"
your country, fo juflly celebrated for fine

'* women and horfes. One evening, while I

c< was in garrifon at Pont St. Efprit, I took him
44 out to exercife. Being in high fpirits and
" excellent wind, he went off at an eafy gallop,
" and did not

(lop till he brought me to the

*'
gates
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"
gates of Montpelier [between twenty and thir-

"
ty leagues diftant], and tberey

to my no fmall

"
furprife, I found the Dean and whole Faculty

" of Medicine ftanding in their gowns to re-

"
ceive me. The Dean made a long harangue

" in Latin, of which, to fay the truth, 1 un-
" derftood not one word

;
and then, in name

" of his brethren, put into my hands a diploma
" of Doctor of Phyfic, with the ufual powers of
* :

curing, and fo forth. He would have had
" me to partake of an entertainment prepared
" for the occafion ; but I did not chufe to fleep
" out of garrifon ;

fo I juft ordered my horfe to

<{ be rubbed down, gave him a fingle feed,
" mounted again, and got back to Pont St.

c<

Efprit) as they were {hutting the gates. Per-
**

haps I have dwelt too long on the praifes of
" my horfe ; but fomething muft be allowed for
" the prejudices of education : an old horfe-
"

officer \un ancien Capitame de Cavalerie\ is

"
naturally prolix, when his horfe chances to be

" the fubject of difcourfe."
"

Pray, Captain," faid one of the company,
" will you give me leave to afk the name of your
" horfe ?" The queftion was unexpected:
"
Upon my word,'

5

faid he,
"

I do not remem-
" her his name. Oh ! now I recollect ;

I called
" him Alexander

, after M. de Villars^ the noble
" donor : that M. de Vlllars was a great man."

" True
; but his Chriftian name was Hefior"

c 4
w Was
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" Was it HeSlor ? then depend upon it, my

" horfe had the fame Chriftian name \norn de
"

Bapt'me] as M. de Villars"

My curiofity led me afterwards to inquire
into the hiftory of the gentleman who

"
always

" made a point of living handibmely ;" and of

the old horfe-officerwhom M. deVillarsto much

diftinguifhed.

The former was a perfon of honourable birth,

and had fervedy
as the French exprefs it, with

reputation. On his quitting the army, he re-

tired to a fmall paternal eftate, and lived in a

decent way with moft fcrupulous ceconomy.
His Chateau had been ruined during the wars

of the League, and nothing remained of it but

one turret, converted into a pigeon-houfe. As
that was the moft remarkable object on his

eftate, he was generally known by the name of

M. de la 'Tour le Colonibier* His manfion-houfe

was little better than that of a middling farmer

in the fouth of England. The forejl of which

his daughter fpoke, was a copfe of three or four

acres ; and the ruins in which Cavalier and his

aflbciates lay concealed, had been originally a

a place of worfhip of the Proteftants ; but was

demolifhed when thofe eminent divines, Lewis

XIV. and Madame de Maintenon^ thought fit

that all France mould be of one religion ; and,

as that edifice had not received confecration from

a perfon epifcopally ordained, the owner made

no
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no fcruple of accommodating two or three calves

in it, when his cow-houfe happened to be

crowded ; and this is all that I could learn of

M. de la 'Tour le Colombier.

As for "
the old horfe-officer," he had ferved

with eclat in the corps eftablifhed for reprefling

fmugglers of tobacco. This recommended

him to the notice of the Farmers General; and,

by their intereft, he obtained an office that gave
him a feat at thofe great tables to which all the

world is invited ; and he had lived fo very long
in this ftation, that the meannefs of his original

feemed to have been forgotten by moft people,

and efpecially by himfelf.

Thofe ridiculous ftories which excited mirth

when I firft heard them, afterwards afforded

matter for much ferious reflection.

It is wonderful, that any one fhould tell things

impoffible ?
with the hope of being credited

;
arid

yet the two perfonages, whofe legends I have

related, muft have entertained that hope.
Neither is it lefs wonderful that invention

(hould be ftretched to the utmoft, in order to

perfuade mere flrangers to think highly of the

importance of the relater.

M Ie

de la Tour le Colombier , and the old horfe-

officer, had not feen us before, and had little

chance of ever feeing us again. We were the ac-

quaintance of the day, entertained without af-

fection, and parted from without regret ; and

yet
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yet what pains did they take to leave on our

minds the impreffion of their confequence !

The country where this fcene lay is the land

of the nativity of Romance ; and it is probable
that warm funs and pure fkies enliven and fer-

tilize the invention of its inhabitants. But

Romance, for I will not give it a harfher name,
thrives not in the bleaker and more northern

climates : there it is forced fruit, without that

flavour which it has in its own foil.

We can as little rival the French in their eafe

of behaviour, and in the inexhauftible talent of

-enunciating trifles with grace, as in their Col-

loquial Romances. How do I feel for my coun-

trymen, on obferving them toil through a ro-

mance, compofe fentence by fentence as they

go on, hefitate with the confcioufnefs of doing

wrong, flare like a criminal, at once abafhed and

obdurate, and at length produce a ftory as

tedious and dull as truth ?

I am, &c,

EUTRAPELUS.
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No. 63. TUESDAY, December 14, 1779.

Celebrare domeftica Fala. HOR.

THE
incidents attending domeftic and private

fituations are of all others the moft apt to

affect the heart. Defcriptions of national events

are too general to be very interefting, and the

calamities befalling Kings and Princes too far

removed from common life to make a deep im-

preffion. With the virtues of fuch perfonages,
it is nearly the fame as with their fufferings ;

the heroic qualities which hiftory afcribes to

great and illuftrious names, play around the

imagination, but rarely touch the feelings, or

direct the conduct
;

the humbler merits of or-

dinary life are thofe to which we feel a nearer

relation ; from which, therefore, precept is

more powerfully enforced, and example more

readily drawn.

Mr. Hargrave is one of my earlieft friends.

Being many years younger than he, I have ever

been accuftomed to regard him both as my
guardian and my friend ; and the reverence with

which I looked on him in the one character,

never took from the tender and affectionate

warmth I felt for him in the other. After

Jiaving been, for fome time, a good deal in the

world>
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world, he retired to the country, where he lived

with elegance and eafe. His wife, a very ami-

able woman, died foon after her marriage, leav-

ing one only child, a girl, to the care of whofe

education Mr. Hargrave, after her mother's

death, devoted his whole attention. Nature

had done much for her
;
and the inftruclion me

received from an accomplimed father, gave her

every grace which can adorn the female cha-

racter.

Emily Hargrave was now in her twentieth

year. Her father was advanced in life, and he

began to feel the weaknefles of age coming faft

upon him. Independent of the gratification

which he ufed to receive from the obfervation

of his daughter's virtues and accofnplimments,
he had come to feel a pleafure fomewhat more

felfifh from the advantage which thofe virtues

were of to himfelf. Her care and dutiful at-

tention were almoft become neceflary to him ;

and the principal pleafure he received was from

her company and converfation. Emily was fen-

fible of this ; and, though me was at pains to

conceal her folicitude, it was plain that her whole

care centered in him.

It was impoflible that a girl fo amiable as

Emily Hargrave could fail to attract attention.

Several young men of character and fortune

became her profefled admirers. But, though me
had a fweetnefs which gave her a benevolent

affability
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affability to all, fhe was of a mind too delicate

to he eafily fatisfied in the choice of a hufband.

In her prefent circumftances, fhe had another

objection to every change of fituation. She

felt too much anxiety about her father, to think

of any thing which could call off her attention

from him, and make it proper to place any of it

elfewhere. With the greateft delicacy, there-

fore, and with that propriety with which her

conduct was always attended, fhe checked every

advance that was made her
; while, at the fame

time, fhe was at the utmoft pains to conceal from

her father the voluntary facrifice fhe was refolved

to make on his account.

About a month ago, I paid a vifit to Mr.

HargravSz family. I found him more changed
than I had expected ;

the imbecilities of age,

which were beginning to approach laft time I

had feen him, had now made great advances.

Formerly Mr. Hargrave ufed to be the delight

of every company, and he never fpoke without

inftructing or entertaining. Now he fpoke little;

when he did, it was with feeblenefs both of voice

and manner. Feeling his memory declining,

fenfible that he was not fo acute as he once was,

and unable to keep up his attention to a conti-

nued difcourfe, though his underftanding was

ftill perfectly good, he was afraid to venture his

opinion, or to take any decided meafure. He
was too confcious of his own infirmities ; and

that
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that confcioufnefs led him to think, that his

failure was greater than it really was. In this

fituation, his whole dependance was upon Emily^

and fhe was his only fupport. Never, indeed,

did I fee any thing more lovely, more engaging.

To all her other charms, the anxious folicitude

fhe felt for her father had flamped upon her

countenance,

" That expreflion fweet of melancholy
" Which captivates the foul."

There is fomething in the female character

which requires fupport. That gentlenefs, that

delicate foftnefs approaching to timidity, which

forms its moft amiable feature, makes it ftand

in need of affiftance.
(

That fupport and aflift-

ance Emily had received in the completeft

manner from her father. "What an alteration

now ! Inftead of receiving fupport herfelf, fhe

was obliged to give it ; fhe was under the ne-

ceflityof aflifting, of counfelling, and of ftrength-

ening the timid refolutions of him who had

been, in her earlier years, her inftrudor and her

guide, and to whom, next to Heaven, fhe had

ever looked up. Emily felt all this
; but feel-

ing took not from her the power of acting.

Hargrave is abundantly fenfible of his daugh-
ter's goodnefs. Her confcioufnefs of this, and

ofhow much importance her attentions are to her

father, gives her the beft confolation.

While
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While I was at his houfe, he hardly ever

fpoke of himfelf. Once, indeed, I remember

he faid to me,
l<

I am become a ftrange being ;

*' even the good nefs of that girl diftrefies me;
"

it is too much for me to bear : it is," added

he, in a very faint and broken voice,
"

like to
48 overwhelm me."

I have often remarked, that there is a perfe-

verance in virtue, and a real magnanimity in

the other fex, which is fcarcely to be equalled

in ours. In the virtue of men, there are gene-

rally fome confiderations not altogether pure,

attending, it, which, though they may not de-

tract from, muft certainly diminim, our won-

der at their conduct. The heroic actions of

men are commonly performed upon the great

theatre, and the performers have the applaufes

of an attending and admiring world to animate

and fupport them. When Regulus fuffered all

the tortures which cruelty could invent, rather

than give up his honour or his country, he was

fupported by the confcrous admiration of thofe

countrymen whum he had left, and of thofe

enemies in whofe hands he was
; when Cato

ftabbed himfelf, rather than give up the caufe

of
liberty, he felt a pride which told him, that

44 Catos would be no lefs honoured than Cafars
"
fword" and when the

"
felf-devoted Decii

41 died" independent of their love for Ro?ne9

they had every motive of applaufe to animate

their
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their conduct : but when Emily Hargrave fa-

crifices every thing to filial goodnefs and filial

affection, (he can have no concomitant motive,

Ihe can have no external circumftance to ani-

mate her. Her filent and fecret virtue is the

pure and unmingled effect of tendernefs, of af-

fection, and of duty.

S

N 64. SATURDAY, December 1 8, 1779.

Populumque falfis

Dedocet

Uti vocibus. HOR.

H E fcience of Manners, for Manners are a

fcience, cannot eafily be reduced to that

fimplicity in its elements of which others admit.

Among other particulars, the terms employed in

it are not, like thofe of Arithmetic, Mathematics^

Algebra, or AJlronomy, perfectly and accurately

defined. Its fubjects are fo fleeting, and mark-

ed with fhades fo delicate, that, wherever a ge-
neral denomination is ventured, there is the

greateft hazard of its being mifapplied or mif-

vmderftood.

In
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In a former paper I endeavoured to analyfe

the term A man of Faftio?i; in this I am enabled,

by an ingenious Correfpondent, to trace the

meaning of another phrafe, to wit, Good Com-

pany^ which, as it is nearly connected with the

former, is, I believe, as doubtful in its fignifi-

cation. The following letter is a practical trea-

tife on the fubject ; which I fhall lay before my
readers in the precife terms in which I re-

ceived it.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,
T A M at that time of life when education, for-

merly confined to the ftudy of books, begins
to extend itfelf to the ftudy of men. Having

lately arrived in town, I was anxious to be in-

troduced into good company of every rank and

denomination ; and, in virtue of fome family

connections, affifted by the kindnefs of fome

college-friends and acquaintance, I flattered my-
felf I mould fucceed in my purpofe.

My ftrong bent for Letters induced me firft to

procure an introduction into the good company of

the learned
;
and I went to dinner where feveral

of the literati were to be afiembled, full of the

VOL. II. D hopes
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hopes of having my mind enlightened with

knowledge, expanded with fentiment, and
charmed with the Atticifm of elegant conver-

fation.

During our meal, there was a more abfolute

fufpenfion of difcourfe than I expected, in a fo-

ciety of fpirits fo refined as thofe with whom I

was aflbciated. The ordinary functions of eat-

ing and drinking made no part of my idea of a

learned man
;
and I could obferve in my fellow-

guefts an attention to the dimes before them,
which I thought did not quite correfpond with

the dignity of that character. This, however,
was but a fmall deviation from my picture, and

I pafled it over as well as I could, in expectation

of that mental feaft with which I was to be re-

galed when the table mould be uncovered.

Accordingly, when the cloth was removed,

the converfation, which I expected with fo much

impatience, began. I had too humble an opi-

nion of myfelf to take any other part than that

of a hearer ; but I very foon difcovered that I

was the only perfon in the company who had

an inclination to liften. Every one feemed im-

patient of his neighbour's fpeexh, and eager to

have an opportunity of introducing his own.

You, I think, Mr. MIRROR, have compared
converfation to a favourite difh at an entertain-

ment ; here it was carried on like a dinner at

one Of thofe hungry ordinaries^ where Squirt ufed

2 wittily
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wittily to call for a bafket-hilted fword to help

him (elf with : in a (hort time, every one, ex-

cept your Correfpondent, endeavoured to fecure

it to himfelf, by making it a difh. which nobody
elfe could taile. An old gentleman, at the head

of the table, introduced a German treatife, writ-

ten by a man whofe name I could neither pro-
nounce nor remember, which none of the reft

of the company had feen. Another, taking ad-

vantage of a fit of coughing with which he was

feized, brought us upon a philofophical enquiry
into the properties of heat^ and a long account

of fome experiments he had lately witnefled on

that fubjecl:. Being unfortunately a(ked for his

toaft, and paufmg a moment to deliberate on ir,

he was fupplanted by my right-hand neighbour,
who fuddenly tranfported us into the country of

Thibet^ and feemed to have a very intimate ac-

quaintance with the Delai Lama. One of the

company, who fat oppofite to him, thruft in,

by mere dint of vociferation, Travels through
the interior parts ofAmerica, juft then publifhed,

and failed over the lakes in triumph ; till hap-

pening to mention a particular way in which the

Indians drefs ,1 certain fifh, the diicourfe was, at

laft, laid open to every body prefent on the fub-

jecl: of cookery ; whence it naturally fell into a

difcuflion of the comparative excellence of dif-

ferent wines
;
on which topics the converfation

refted with fo much emphafis, that a ftranger,

D 2 who
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who had overheard it, would have been led to

imagine this fympofium^ into which I had pro-
cured admiflion with fo much eagernefs, to be

a fociety of Cooks and Butlers, met to improve
each other in their ieveral callings.

I next procured an introduction into the very

left company ; that is, I contrived to become a

gueft at a table of high fafhion, where an enter-

tainment was given to fome of the greateft men
in this country. The ambition natural to my
age and complexion, prompted me to defire this

honour; which, however, I purchafed at the

price of a good deal of embarraflment and un-

eafinefs. Nothing, indeed^ but the high honour

conferred by fuch ibciety, could compenfate for

the feelings even of that minute, in which a

man, not ufed to the company of the great,

afcends from the loweft ftep of a wide echoing

flair-cafe, to the door of a great man's draw-

ing-room. Through this, however, and fe->

veral othqr little difquietudes, did I pafs, in

hopes of finding, in the difcourfe of thofe ele*

vated perfons, that highly polimed elegance,

that interefting information, and thofe extenfive

views of polity and government, which their

rank had afforded fo many opportunities of ac-

quiring.

Not only during the time of dinner (as in my
laft company), but for a confiderable time after,

the fcene was filent and folemn j this, while it

added
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added to my confufion, increafed my expecla-

tions. Converfation at laft began ;
it was car-

ried on in a manner exactly the reverfe of that

in my former vifit. There nobody was difpofed

to liften
;
here few feemed inclined to fpeak ;

for in this aflembly I could perceive there were

two or three very great men, to whom the great

men were little, and the proud were mean.

The laft, therefore, hardly fpoke at all, except

to applaud the obfervations or anecdotes deli-

vered by the very great men
;

in which, had

they not been delivered by the very great men,
I mould have difcovered no uncommon fagacity

or exquifite entertainment. One who feemed

to be at the top of this climax of greatnefs, be-

gan a ftory of a pretty old date, in which he in-

troduced, at dinner in the houfe of the then

minifter, almoft all the orators and wits of the

time. Though, from the anecdotes to which I

had already liftened, my ears were now familia*

rized with the founds of Duke, Marquis, Ear?,

and Ambaffador ; yet, from the hiftory of this

illuftrious aflemblage, I flill conceived very eager

expectation : but, after being led through twenty

epifodes, all tending to fhew the connection of

the Noble relator with many other Right Ho-
nourable perfonages, the conclufion proved to be

nothing more than a joke upon a country mem-
ber of parliament, who afked to be helped to a

bit ofgoofe, when, in fact, the difh was zfwany

D 3 which
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which it feems was a favourite bird at the mini-

fler's table ; and fome conceit about not know-

ing a fwan from a goofe^ and all the mini tier's

geefe being fwans y
was the point of the ftory ;

at which all the company laughed very loud and

very long ; but the little men, all except myfelf,

infinitely the loudeft and the longeft.

I began now to think that the charms of con-

vivial and ordinary converfation were not, per-

haps, to be expected among men, whofe learn-

ing, or importance in the ftate, made it unnecef-

fary for them to cultivate the lefler accomplim-
ments of life

; and that I muft look for them in

the company of the gay, whofe minds, unbent

from ferious and important occupations, had

leifure to fport themfelves in the regions of wit

and humour, and to .communicate the livelinefs

of their fancy to the fociety around them. I

found it no difficult matter to be admitted to a

party of this kind ;
I was introduced, at a public

place, to a gentleman, who, I was told, was a

man of fafhion, and of the world, and was by
him invited to a petitfouper, where I underftocd

I mould meet with fome of the livelieft and moft

entertaining companions of both fexes.

Of the converfation at this houfe I would give

an account if I were able
;
but fo many talked

at once, fo various and defultory were the fub-

jeds on which they talked, and fo unintelligibly

faihionable were many of the phrafes which they

ufed,
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ufed, that I am altogether unqualified to abridge

or analyfe it. I find, Sir, there is a jargon

among people of fafhion as well as among the

fchoolmen they deride, and that it requires ini-

tiation into the myfteries of the one as well as of

the other, to be able to comprehend or to relifh

their difcourfe. Converfation, however, was

foon put an end to by the introduction of cards,

when I found a perfect equality of underftanding

and of importance. At length fupper was an-

nounced at a very late hour, and with it entered

a gentleman, who, I was informed, poflefTed an

infinite fund of humour, and for whofe appear-
ance I had been made to look, for fome time,

with impatience.

The fuperiority of his talents for converfation

feemed, indeed, to be acknowledged ; for he

was allowed to talk almoft unceafingly, with

very little interruption from any other perfon.

After a few glafles, he was prevailed on to fmg
one very innocent fong ;

a few more embolden-

ed him to fmg another a little more free
; and,

juft before the fecond bottle was called for, he took

off a Methodift preacher with great applaufe.

The ladies now retired. I had fancied that

in the companies of the two former days, the

want of their fociety had deprived us of the eafe

arid gaiety of difcourfe. But here the removal

of the female members of the party feemed to

have a contrary effect from what my conclufioh

D 4 woulcf
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would have warranted. I difcovered a fmile of

fatisfaction in the countenances of moft of the

guefts when the ladies were gone. Several of

them, who had not uttered a fyllable before, were

eloquent now, though, indeed, the fubject was

neither abftrufe nor delicate. The wit was called

on for another fong, and he gave us one per-

fectly mafculine. This was followed by fe-

veral jocular ftories, and burlefque exhibitions,

moft of which were in perfect unifon with that

tone which the abfence of the ladies had allow-

ed the company to affume. The jefts were

not fuch as I can repeat ; one fancy, however,
I recollect, of which, I think, a better ufe may
be made than its author intended. "

Suppoie,
1 '

faid he,
" our words left their marks on the

"
walls, like claret fpilt en a fmooth table, how

" confounded the women would look when
"

they next entered the room !*' For my part,

I have fo much reverence for a woman of ho-

nour, as to hold facred even the place me has

occupied, and cannot eafily bear its immediate

profanation by obfcenity. I therefore took the

firft opportunity of withdrawing, which I was

the more willing to do, as I found cur wit pof-

fefTed, in truth, only a chime of buffoonery^

which, when he had rung out, he was forced to

fubftitute the bottle in its place, the laft joke he

uttered being a reproof to our landlord for not

pufhing it about.

Now,
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Now, Mr. MIRROR, I muft beg of you, or

fome of your well-inftru&ed Correfpondents, to

inform me, if in all, or any of thofe three focieties,

I was really and truly in good company ; as I con-

fefs I have entertained fome doubts of their de-

ferving that name. Thefe, however, are pro-

bably the effects of ignorance, and a bookifh

education, in which I am very willing to be cor-

rected from proper authority.

I am, &c.

MODESTUS,
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N 65. TUESDAY, December 21, 1779.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,
H E polite reception you have given to

letters from feveral perfons of my fex>

emboldens me to addrefs myfelf to you, and to

lay before you a kind of diftrefs, of which nei-

ther you, nor any of your predeceflbrs, as far as

I can recollect, have taken notice. It is, I be-

lieve, more common in this part of the united

kingdom than in England. That circumftance

may, perhaps, account for its being overlooked

by the writers of both countries
;

in the one cafe,

from its being almoft unknown, and in the other,

from its being fo common, that it has ceafed to

make any impreflion.

What I allude to, will be beft underftood from

a fhort account I lhall take the liberty to give of

myfelf.

My father was a gentleman of confiderable

fortune, and, what he valued more, was de-

fcended from a very ancient family. In the

earlier part of his life he had lived much abroad,
and in confequence, I believe, of an attach-

ment
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merit to the houfe of Stewart, had ferved fome

years in the French army. Thefe circumftances,

perhaps, contributed to increafe his veneration

for noble blood and eld families. Soon after he

returned to his native country, he married Lady
S D only daughter of the Earl of

,

a woman who was juftly deemed an ornament to

her fex. She died before I had finifhed my fixth

year, leaving one fon, about two years younger
than my f elf.

My father, a man of warm affe&ions and

ftrong paflions, feemed to exift but in her chil-

dren. But for us, I have often heard him fay,

he could not have fubmitted to live. To our

education he dedicated the whole of his time.

My brother, whom he confidered as the laft ftay

of his family, he wifiied to render a worthy re-

prefentative of it. Nor were his pains thrown

away ;
for never was there a more engaging

youth ;
and every year feemed to add fome new

grace to his form, and fome new accomplishment
to his mind.

To me my father was all indulgence. He
feemed to watch my wiflies, in order to gratify

them, before I could give them utterance. It

was his chief defire to fee me excel in every

polite and fafhionable accomplifhment ;
and the

education he gave me was proponionably elegant

and expenfive.

Soon
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Soon after I had entered my twentieth year,

jny father was feized with- a violent fit of ill-

nefs. My brother, who was then at college,

was immediately called home. My father lived

but to fee him
;

all he had power to fay was to

recommend me to his protection.
" In you,

" William" faid the good old man,
"
Sophia

"
will find a father, a brother, and a friend.

*' Without encumbering the family-eftate, I

" could make no fuitable fettlements on her ;

" but this gives me no uneafmefs, when I reflect

" on your virtues, and your attachment to your
"

fifter."

My brother, whofe difpofitions were all gentle

and amiable, was much moved with this fcene.

After our father's death, his behaviour to me was

full of attention and affection. He regretted

that he was not of an age to make fuch fettle-

ments as would render me independent.
" But

"
why," would he add,

" mould I regret it ?

"
is not my fortune yours ? as fuch I muft infift

" that you will ever confider it."

In a few months my brother fet out on his

travels. Our parting was full of tendernefs,

and his letters from abroad breathed the warmeft

fentiments of friendship and of affection. After

the common tour of France, Italy, and Germanyy

he went to Spa, with an intention to pafs fome

weeks there, and then return to his native coun-

try. At Spa he met with the fifter of Lord
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,
who foon engaged his affections fo com-

pletely, that he offered her his hand. The mar-

riage was fpeedily concluded
;
and foon after my

brother and his wife arrived at his feat in
,

where I had refided almoft constantly ever fmce

he had gone abroad.

The looks and appearance of the lady prepof-

feffcd me ftrongly in her favour. She was beau-

tiful almoft beyond any thing I had ever feen ;

and though, perhaps, there was not in her coun-

tenance any expreflion ftrongly marked, there

was, nevertheleis, a gentlenefs and a fweetnefs

in her whole deportment, joined with an elegance

of manners, that could not fail to pleafe every
beholder. I obferved,with pleafure, my brother's

ftrong attachment to her, which, if poffible,

feemed daily to increafe ;
and I could not find

fault with my little want of attention to myfelf,

when I faw that it proceeded from fo amiable a

motive, from affection to a lovely woman, to

whom he was for ever united, and on whofe

happinefs his own was for ever to depend.
It was my wifh to live with my fifter-in-law

in terms of the ftricleft friendmip ; but, with aH

my partiality in her favour, I could not help

obferving, that I made little progrefs in obtain-

ing any mare of her confidence. Always polite

and well-bred, it is true, but with a coldnefs

that chilled every approach to opennefs, and

every attempt to that freedom which is the trueft

mark
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mark of genuine friend (hip. For a while I

thought that this might proceed from a referved

temper, fometimes to be found united with the

beft difpofitions. But when I came to be more

thoroughly acquainted with her character, I

found that her mind was equally incapable of

friendfhip as of love. Alive only to emotions of

vanity, and the pleafure of admiration, me was

dead to every other fenfation. How often have

1 feen her prefer the applaufe of the meaneft and

moft contemptible of mankind, whom me her-

felf defpifed,to the happinefs of a man who doated

on her to diftration, and to whom me was bound

by every tie of gratitude and duty !

I was at the utmoft pains to conceal, both

from her and my brother, the alteration in my
fentiments which this difcovery had produced j

and I was not without hopes, that her natural

good fenfe (for of fenfe (he was by no means

deftitute) would, in time, prevail over this

childifh vanity, which made her appear in fo

ridiculous a light. It is, however, perhaps

impoffible to live long with a perfon of whom
we have conceived a mean or unfavourable opi-

nion, without betraying it
; or, what in effect

is much the fame, fuppofing that we have be-

trayed it. Whether me really perceived any
alteration in my opinion of her, I cannot pofi-

tively fay ; but I thought her behaviour looked

as if fhe had, and that me confidered my pre-

fence
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fence as a reftraint upon her. This idea, once

awakened, the moft trivial incidents ferved to

confirm. I found rny fituation become daily

more and more diiagreeable, and I had already

begun to think of quitting my brother's houfe,

when my fifter-in law brought things to a

crifis, by informing me that fhe and Mr. M
(naming my brother) intended to pafs the en-

fuing winter at London ; adding, with an air of

the moft rmifhed politenefs,
"

that, as fhe wifh-
" ed to keep up a conftant correfpondence with
" me during her abfence, fhe would be glad to
w know how to addrefs her letters." It is not

eafy to defcribe what pafled in my mind on this

occafion. I took, however, my refolution at once,

and determined to quit, for ever, the family of a

brother, whom, from my earlieft infancy, I had

been accuftomed to love and to efteem.

When I communicated my intentions to him,
he feemed embarraffed, and, with a faultering

voice, muttered fomething of his regret of

his wifhes that I fhould remain in his family j

but it was in a manner too irrefolute to have

fhaken a purpofe much lefs decided than mine.

It is now ten years fmce I quitted my bro-

ther's houfe, and took up my abode in a paltry

lodging in this city, where the intereft of the

fmall provifion left me by my father, is juft

fufficient to furnifh the neceflaries of life to my-
felf and a female domeftic, who had lived long

in
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in my father's family, and infifted on attending
me. As to money-matters, my brother, I am

perfuaded, would have been very defirous to

make me more comfortable
;
but I had too high

a fpirit to communicate my wants to him. Be-

fides, I found that the expenfive line of life he

had got into, did not leave it much in his power
to indulge his feelings of generofity.

For fome years I found my fituation ex-

tremely unpleafant. Accuftomed as I had been

to a ftate of eafe and affluence, and to all the

pleafures of an elegant fociety, it was not eafy
for me to fubmit, at once, to poverty, neglect,

and folitude. The power of habit has however

at length, in fome meafure, reconciled me to my
fate. I can now look with indifference on the

pleafures and purfuits of the world ; and, not-

withftanding the chagrin that is commonly fup-

pofed to attend perfons in my condition, I have

ftill fo much philanthropy as to wifh that you
would employ a paper in reprefenting the cruelty

and injuftice of educating a girl in luxury and

elegance, and then leaving her expofed to all the

hardships of poverty and neglect. I am, &c.

S. M.
R
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N 66. SATURDAY, December 25, 1779.

MIDST all my veneration for Shakefpeare^

I have been often obliged to confefs that

there were paflages in his works, the meaning
of which I could not underftand ;

and of

others I have fometimes ventured to doubt if

they were ftrictly in Nature. Of this laft fort

is the celebrated fcene in Richard the Third,

where that artful ufurper firft mollifies the re-

fentment, and then gains upon the affections, of

the unfortunate Lady Anne. The following

piece of criticifm on that fcene has been fent me

by a Correfpondent, from whom, if I miftake

not, I have formerly received feveral ingenious
communications.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,
T?EW of Shakefpeares tragedies have obtained

higher reputation than The Life and Death

of Richard the Third ; yet, like every other

performance of this wonderful poet, it contains

feveral paflages that can hardly admit of apology.
VOL. II. E Of
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Of this kind are the inftances it affords us of

vulgarity, and even indecency of expreffion.
At the fame time, in cenfuring Sbakefytare,

we ought to proceed with peculiar caution
; for,

on many occafions, thofe paffages which, on
a curfory view, may be reckoned blemimes, on
a clofer examination, will appear very different,
and even lay claim to confiderable excellence.

In his imitations of Nature he is fo very bold,
and fo different from other poets, that what is

daring, is often, in a moment of flight atten-

tion, deemed improbable ; and what is extra-

ordinary, is too rafhly pronounced abfurd. Of

this, in the work above mentioned, the ftrange
love-fcene between Richard and Lady Anne, the

widow of Prince Edward Plantagenet^ affords a

ftriking example. It feems, indeed, altogether

unnatural that Richard^ deformed and hideous

as the poet rcprefents him, fhould offer himfelf

a fuitor to the widow of an excellent young

prince whom he had murdered, at the very
time flie is attending the funeral of her father-

in-law, whom he had alfo flain, and while fhe

is expreffing the moft bitter hatred againft the

author of her misfortune. But, in attending

clofely to the progrefs of the dialogue, the

feeming extravagance of the picture will be

foftened or removed : we fhall find ourfelves

more interefted in the event, and more aftonifh-

ed at the bold ability of Richard^ than moved

with
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with abhorrence of his fhamelefs effrontery, or

offended with the improbability of the fituation.

When a poet, like Sbakefpeare, can carry us

along by the power of amazement, by daring

difplays of Nature, and, by the influence of

feelings altogether unufual, but full of refiftlefs

energy, his feeming departure from probability

only contributes to our admiration j
and the

emotions, excited by his extravagance, lofmg the

effect which, from an inferior poet, they would

have caufed, add to the general feelings of plea-

fure which the fcene produces.

In confidering the fcene before us, it is ne^

ceffary that we keep in view the character of

Lady Anne. The outlines are given us in her

own converfation
; but we fee it more com-

pletely iiniflied and filled up, indiredly indeed,

but not lefs diftindly, in the conduct of Richard.

She is reprefented of a mind altogether fri-

volous, the prey of vanity, her prevailing, over-

ruling paffion ; fufceptible, however, of every

feeling and emotion, and, while they laft, fin-

cere in their expreffion, but hardly capable of

diftinguiming the propriety of one more thaa

another
; or, if able to employ fueh difcern-

ment, totally unaccuftomed, and unable, to obey
her moral faculty as a principle of adion ; and

thus expofed alike to the authority of good or

bad impreflions. There are fuch characters ;

perfons of great fenfibility, of great fmcerity,

E 2 but
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but of no rational or fteady virtue, produced or

ftrengthened by reflexion, and confequently of

no confiftency of conduct.

Richard^ in his management of Lady Anne^

having in view the accomplimment of his own
ambitious defigns, addrefles her with the moft

perfect knowledge of her difpofition. He knows

that her feelings are violent ; that they have no

foundation in fteady determined principles of

conduct ; that violent feelings are foon exhauft-

ed ; and that the undecided mind, without

choice or active fenfe of propriety, is equally

acceffible to the next that occur. He knows,

too, that thofe impreffions will be moft fondly

cherifhed, which are moft a-kin to the ruling

paffion ; and that, in Lady Anne^ vanity bears

abfolute fway. All that he has to do, then, is

to fufFer the violence f one emotion to pafs

away, and then, as flulfully as poffible, to bring

another more fuited to his defigns, and the com-

plexion of her character, into its place. Thus he

not only difcovers much difcernment of human

nature, but alfo great command of temper, and

great dexterity of conduct.

In order, as foon as poffible, to exhauft her

temporary refentment, for me exprefles refent-

jnent rather than grief in her lamentation for

Henryy
it is neceflary that it be exafperated to its

fierceft extreme. Accordingly Richard^ break-

ing in abruptly upon the funeral proceflion, in-

flames
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flames and provokes her anger. He perfifts in

his plan ; appears cool and unconcerned at her

abufe ;
and thus urges her to vent the rage and

vehemence of her emotion in rude invectives and

imprecations.

O God, which this blood mad'ft, revenge his death !

O Earth, which this blood drink'ft, revenge his death ! &c.

All this is general : but, before the vehemence

of her wrath can be entirely removed, fhe muft

bring home to her fancy every aggravating cir-

cumftance, and muft afcertain the particular

wrongs fhe has fufFered. After this operation

of her mind, and that fhe has exprefled the con-

fequent feelings, fhe has no longer any topics or

food for anger, and the paffions will, of courfe,

fubfide. Richard, for this purpofe, pretends to

juftify or extenuate his offences ;
and thus, by

advancing into view, inftead of concealing his

enormities, he overcomes the refentment of

Lady Anne. To this effect alfo, his aflumed

appearance of candour will readily contribute :

Glo. Vouchfafe, divine perfection of a woman !

Of thofe fuppofed crimes, to give me leave,

By circumftance, but to acquit myfelf, &c.

Anne. Did'ft thou not kill this King ?

Gh. I grant ye.

nne. Doft grant me, hedgehog ? Then God grant
me too

Thou mayft be damned for that wicked deed, &c.

E \ Here
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Here alfo we may obferve his application of

thofe flatteries, which, if they cannot take effect

in the prefent moment, otherwife than to give

higher provocation ; yet, when her wrath fub-

fides, their recollection will operate in a different

tendency, and affift in working upon that vanity

by which he will compafs his defign.

It was not alone fufficient to provoke her

anger and refentment to the utmoft, in order

that they might immediately fubfide; but, by

alleging plaufible reafons for change of fenti-

ment, to affift them in their decline. Though
Lady Anne poffeffes no decided, determined vir~

tue, yet her moral nature, unimproved as it ap-

pears, would difcern impropriety in her fud*

denly acquiefcing in the views of Richard^

would fuggeft fcruples, and produce hefitation.

Now, in order to prevent the effecl: of thefe, it

was neceffary to aid the mind in finding fubter-

fuge or excufe, and thus affift her in the eafy

bufmefs of impofmg upon herfelf. Her feducer,

accordingly, endeavours to glofs his conduct, and

reprefents his adtions as lefs criminal than (he at

firft apprehended.
Glo. But, gentle Lady Anne,

To leave this keen encounter of our wits,

And fall to fomething of a flower method j

Is not the caufer of the timelefs deaths

Of thefe Plantagenets, Henry and Edward,
As blameful as the executioner ?

Anne. Thou waft the caufe, and moft accurs'd effect,

Glo. Your beauty was the caufe of that effeft, &c.

In
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In thefe lines, befide a confirmation of the fore-

going remark, and an illuftration of Richard's

perfevering flattery, there are two circumftances

that mark great delicacy and tinenefs of paint-

ing in Sbakcfyeare* execution of this excellent

fcene. The refentment of Lady Anne is fo far

exhaufted, that her converfation, inftead of im-

petuous, continued invective, affuming the more

patient and mitigated form of dialogue, is not

fo expreffive of violent paffion, as it denotes the

defire of victory in a fmart difpute, and becomes

merely
" a keen encounter of wits." The other

thing to be obferved is, that Richard^ inftead of

fpecifying her hufband and father-in-law in terms

denoting thefe relations, falls in with the fubfid-

ing ftate of her affections towards them
; and,

ufmg expreflions of great indifference, fpeaks to

her of "thofe Plantagenets, Henry and Edward"

Lady Anne having liftened to the converfation.

of Richard, after the firft tranfport of her wrathj

occafioned by the death of the Plantagenets,

{hewed, that the real force of the paffion had

fuffered abatement ; and, by liftening to his ex-

culpation, it feems entirely fubdued. In all this,

the art of the poet is eminent, and the {kill

he afcribes to Richard profound. Though the

crafty feducer attempts to juftify his conduct to

Lady Anne^ he does not feek to convince her un-

derflanding, for {he had no underftanding worth

the pains of convincing, but to afford her fome

E 4 pretence



56 T H E M I R R O R. N 66.

pretence and opportunity of giving vent to her

emotion. When this effect is produced, he

proceeds to fubftitute fome regard for himfelf in

its place. As we have already obferved, he has

been taking meafures for this purpofe in every

thing he has faid
; and, by foothing expreffions

of adulation, during the courfe of her anger, he

was gradually preparing her mind for the more

pleating, but not lefs powerful, dominion of

vanity. In the foregoing lines, and in what

follows, he ventures a declaration of the paffion

he pretends to entertain for her : yet he does

this indiredtly, as fuggefted by the progrefs of

their argument, and as a reafon for thofe parts of

of his conduct that feem io heinous :

Your beauty was the caufe of that effeft ;

Your beauty, that doth haunt me ia my fleep, &o

Richard was well aware that a declaration of

love from him would, of courle, renew her in-

dignation. He accordingly manages her mind
in fuch a manner as to correct the violence of

her anger, by fuggefting the idea of his paflion,

when he firft mentions it, in terms more playful

than ferious; and, afterwards, when he an-

nounces it more ferjoufly, by an indirect and

feeming accidental declaration. Still, however,
with all thefe precautions to introduce the

thought in a familiar and eafy manner, he is

aware of her difpleafure. Here, therefore, as

in
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in the former part of the fcene, he muft depend
on his command of temper, and, on the fame

means, of artfully irritating her emotion till it

entirely fubfides. Accordingly, perfifting in

his adulation, he incenfes her anger to its ut-

moft extreme : and, finally, by varying the

attitude of his flatteries, by afluming an humble

and fuppliant addrefs, he fubdues her foul to

the dominion of guilty vanity. In the clofe

of the dialogue, we may trace diftindly the

decline of her emotion. It follows the fame

courfe as the paflion me exprefles at the begin-

ning of the fcene. She is at firft violent ; be-

comes more violent ; her paflion fubfides ; yet

fome ideas of propriety wandering acrofs her

mind, me makes an effort to recal her refent-

ment : the effort is feeble
;

it amounts to no

more than to expreis contempt in her afpect ; it

is baffled by a new attitude of adulation; and,

by a pretended indirect appeal to her companion,
ihe is totally vanquished.

Through the whole of this fcene, our ab-

horrence, our difguft and contempt, excited by

cruelty, falfehood, meannefs, and infignificance
of mind, are fo counterbalanced by the feelings

that arife on the view of ability, felf-pofTeffion,

knowledge of character, and the mafterly dif-

play of human nature, as that, inftead of im-

pairing, they rather contribute force to the ge-
neral fenfation of pleafure. The conduct of

Richard
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Richard towards a character of more determined

virtue, or of more ftubborn paffions, would have

been abfurd : towards Lady Anne it was natural,

and attended with that fuccefs, which it was cal-

culated to obtain.

N 67. TUESDAY, December 28, 1779.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,

OUR predeceflbr, The SpecJator, ufed to be

confulted in cafes of difficulty. I know
not if you, Mr. MIRROR, fet up on the fame

footing. I am refolved, however, to try ; and,

although you fhould refufe to prefcribe, I fhall

at lead have the fatisfaction of communicating

my diftrefs.

I am between the age of a young man, and

what the ladies call an old batchelor, not many
years under forty, of no inconfiderable family,

with an opulent fortune. I was educated like

moft other young heirs, that is, very indiffe-

rently. My teachers, it is true, were eminent

in their different branches. My father obliged

me
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me to give regular attendance to their inftruo

tions ;
but another part of the family feemed to

think -the reftraint I was kept in too fevere.

The knowledge of this encouraged my want of

attention at the time, though the recollection

has, of late, given me much regret. I fucceeded

to my fortune at the age of eighteen, and en-

gaged deeply in thofe purfuits which are ftig~

matifed with the name of vices, by thofe who
are unable to attain them. Having run on in

the ufual career, I became tired with the famenefs

and infipidity of the fcenes in which I had fo

often been a fpectator, or an actor. I began to

look on my conduct as bordering on the con-

temptible, and wifhed to change it for fomething
more rational and refpectable. I wifhed to change
k while I had a found conftitution, which I owed
to Nature, and an unimpaired fortune, which I

owed to a fpirit of independence, inftilled by a

worthy father, from whofe counfels and ex-

ample I ought never to have departed. The

good effects of thefe, if not wholly oblite-

rated, have at leaft been long obfcured by intem-

perance and diflipation.

A man who, from being idle and diflipated,

becomes fober and regular in his conduct, is im-

mediately marked out for marriage by his former

companions. Mine certainly thought of it for

me long before I did for myfelf. Many of my
relations feemed to entertain the fame opinion.

They
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They had long wifhed me to marry, to prevent

a confiderable part of my fortune from going to

a worthlefs and diftant relation ;
and mowed fo

much fatisfa&ion at my fuppofed refolution, that

I adopted it in earneft.

You, who fet up for an inftru&or, are, I

prefume, better acquainted with the world

than to imagine that I would firft turn my views

to thofe young ladies with whom I was moft

intimately acquainted, and in whofe fociety I

had panned a confiderable part of my time. The

giddy and frivolous purfuits in which I faw

them conftantly engaged, left no room for that

domeftic tendernefs which I looked for in a wife.

The glofs of fafhion might fuffice for the tranfient

intercourfe of gaiety ; but fome more intriniic

excellence was neceffary to fix an attachment

for life.

I refolved, therefore, to pay my addrefles

only to young ladies who had received a lefs

public education ; and with that view I deter-

mined to cultivate an acquaintance in thofe fa-

milies that were moft remarkable for their pru-
dence and moderation. I now began to look

upon it as not one of the leaft misfortunes at-

tending a young man in the famionable world,

that he is, in fome degree, excluded from the

opportunity of forming connections with the

beft and moft virtuous of the other fex at an

early period of life, while the warm feelings of

benevolence
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benevolence remain unblunted by thofe artificial

manners, the confequences of which to fociety

go near to overbalance the advantages arifing

from the refinements that produce them.

In the courfe of my refearches I became ac-

quainted with Nerffii, an only daughter, who
had been educated under the eye of a mother

famed for her prudence and ceconomy. She was

at this time about twenty ; though not a perfect

beauty, fhe was agreeable, with an air of fim-

plicity that is always engaging. Her converfa-

tion was fenfible, and her eafe
.
of manner,

and the facility with which fhe exprefled her-

felf, aftonifhed me in one who had had fo little

intercourfe with the world ; but Neriffa^ con-

verfation furnifhed not one generous fentiment.

The tear of compaflion never ftarted in her eye at

a tale of forrow ; nor did the glow of pleafure

ever fparkle in her countenance at the fuccefs of

merit. In the fociety in which I had lived, felf-

gratification feemed to be the ftudy of every in-

dividual, without giving the leaft attention to the

pleafure and enjoyment of others. It was only
the outward conduct of Neriffa that was dif-

ferent ; her difpofition was the fame ; and, as I

had refolved to be attentive to the happinefs of a,

wife, I wifhed not to chufe one who would be

regardlefs of that of a hufband. We were not

fuited to each other ;
the only objects of Neriffa

were rank and fortune ; (he has fince attained

5 her
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her wifhes, having been lately married to a title

and a fettlement.

I next became acquainted in the houfe of Sir

George Edwin, a man of very moderate fortune,

who had lived fome years in town for the edu-

cation of his family. With Sir George I had but

little intercourfe, though he too was a man of

the world ;
but he moved in an inferior fphere,

his pleafures being chiefly confined to the bottle.

H. had three daughters, ofwhom I had that fort of

acquaintance one neceflarily acquires in a narrow

country like this, by meeting frequently at places

of public refort, as well as at private entertain-

ments ;
but as they were always attended by

their mother Lady Edwin, a grave matron, me
never permitted them to engage in thofe fa-

miliar parties, amongft whom, or at the tavern
1

,

I generally pafled my evenings.

The Mifs Edwins were juftly efteemed hand*

fome ; their manners were eafy, not elegant ;

their converfation was, for the moft part, con-

fined to the occurrences of the day, and never

went farther than obfervations on the laft ball

or the laft dinner. Thefe they were fo eager to

communicate, that they commonly fpoke all at

once, each of them afraid, no doubt, left her

fifter fhould have the merit of her important
difcoveries. The only object of the mother
feemed to be to get her girls well married. For

this purpofe Ihe had trufted
entirely to the ex-

ternal
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ternal accomplimments of their perfons, and

thofe little arts which experienced matrons know
well how to ufe, to entrap the amorous and un-

wary. I hope {he will fucceed ; the Mifs

Edwins appear to be good fort of girls, and will,

I have no doubt, make excellent wives to fome

honeft country fquire, or fome plodding man
of bufmefs, who has no other idea of a wife

than as a breeder or a houfe-keeper. Lady Edwin

fays, me is an excellent ceconomift, and her

daughters have had the benefit of her example.

In the houfe of Sir George Edwin I firft heard

of Cordelia, and not much to her advantage.

This, for cenfure will often defeat its purpofe,

gave me a ftrong defire to be acquainted with

her. I foon learned that me was an only

daughter; that (he was now in her twenty-
fecond year ;

that her father died when me was

a child, leaving her a handfome fortune, which,

being placed in the hands of a relation in the

mercantile line, was fo much impaired by his

failure, that her mother found it neceffary to

cut fhort her plan of a fafhionable and expenfive

education, and to take the chief care of her

daughter's inftruclion upon herfelf. They had

lived together in a decent retirement for five or

fix years, except a few months which they

pafled in town every winter, with the only one

of their opulent relations who received them

with the fame affe&ion as in their profperity.

Cordelia
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Cordelia and her mother were upon one of thefe

annual vifits when I was introduced to her.

I will not pretend to defcribe the fenfations I

then felt, nor the
" mind illumined face" that

produced them ; from that moment I was unhap-

py but in her company, and found in her con-

verfation that elegance of mind, that cheerful

fweetnefs and fenfibility oftemper, which was dif-

fufed upon her countenance. I rejoiced at that

rank and fortune of which I was poflefTed, as giv-

ing me the power of making Cordelia happy, and

of raifing her to a ftation lefs unworthy her dif-

tinguifhed merit and accomplifhments. The

lady with whom fhe lived gave me every op-

portunity I could wifh of cultivating a more in-

timate acquaintance, and fhewing the fincerity

of my attachment ; nor did her mother feem

averfe to the connection, though there was, at

times, an anxious folicitude in her countenance

at thofe approaches to the familiarity which I

had been accuftomed to indulge, both in manner

and converfation, among my female acquain-
tance ; a habit which the fincerity of my paffion
for Cordelia could not, at all times, reprefs. Cor-

delia herfelf always received me with affability ;

and, though I could not pretend to difcover any

partiality in my favour, I attributed this to her

compliance with the cautious prudence of a

mother, which would be removed by an open
declaration
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declaration of my attachment, and a pfopofal

of marriage in form.

Defifous to intereft the mother in my favour,

I made my firft application to her, convinced

that fhe could not hefitate to approve of a match

which was fo favourable in point of fortune.

Contrary to my hopes, fhe at once referred me
to her daughter, with an obfefvation, in' which

there was more truth than politenefs :
"

That,
"

being the perfon principally interefted, fhe

was the firft to be applied to." Having endea-

voured to make an apology for this part of my
conduct, of which a better notion of female de-

licacy than was to be acquired among my for-

mer companions had taught me the impropriety,
I was {hewn into Cordelias drefling room ;

where, after a fhort paufe, I entered on the pur-

pofe of my vifit, and made offer of myfelf and

fortune, with all the ardour which the ftrength

and fmcerity of my paflion infpired, and with

all the attention that was due to her beauty and

accomplifhments. She heard me not without

emotion ; and, as fhe feemed unable to give an

immediate anfwer, I interpreted her filence

favourably ;
and feizing her hand, prefled my

fuit with all the earneftnefs of which I was ca-

pable. She foon recovered her tranquillity, and

withdrawing her hand, anfwered with her ufual

unaffected modefty, but with a firmnefs I had

VOL. ii. F never
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never before obferved,
" That fhe was obliged

" to me for my favourable opinion ;
but as our

"
afFeclions were not in our power, and as the

" mode of life to which I had been accuftomed
" was little fuited to her inclinations, or to

" create that refpect for the fex which fhe hoped
" to find in a hufband, it was impoflible I could
<c ever be her's." In vain did I join with her

in blaming my paft conduct
;

in vain did I

allure her of the fettled purpofe I had formed to

alter my mode of life
; that I had actually done

fo
;

that as all my wifhes were centered in an

union with her, it fhould be the future bufmefs

of my life to promote her happinefs. She re-

mained inflexible
;
fhe doubted not, fhe faid, the

fincerity of my intentions ; but her refolution

was taken ; and fhe repeatedly afiured me, that

her motives made it unalterable. Some of the

family coming in, I retired in a ftate of mind
which I fhall not attempt to defcribe.

This incident, Mr. MIRROR, has made me
look into myfelf, into my paft conduct, and into

the errors or misfortunes, call them by what

name you pleafe, which have been the chief

caufe of my prefent anxiety and uneafmefs.

That I was the heir of an opulent fortune, was

no fault of mine; neither can I be anfwerable

for having fucceeded to it at the early age of

eighteen, when the paffions were contending
for gratification, when the means were in my

power,
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power, and novelty heightened the enjoyment.
The focleties I frequented were compoied of the

firft names of the kingdom, both for rank and

fortune
;

our knowledge of men was not con-

fined to the narrow circle of our own country ;

we were acquainted with the faces of the prin-

cipal potentates of Europe, and with thofe of

many of their minifters; we could difcourfe of

mufic and painting in the language of a con-

noiileur, and re-echo the opinions we had heard

of the moft celebrated lingers of Florence, Naples,
and Rome. Was I to blame for accommodating

mylelf to the eftablifhed manners of my country,
in that rank of life to which I belonged ? Even
the -attention that was paid to my education,

before the death of an excellent father, has been

a fource of misfortune ;
it can only be from the

impreflions I then received, that I acquired a

confufed idea of a conduct more becoming a

being who found himfelf capable of reafoning
and reflection. This idea often obtruded itfelf

in the hours of languor and inactivity, and

fometimes even embittered the cup of enjoy-
ment. Reflrained, for a time, by thofe habits

which remain after the paflions that produced them

are extinguished, I at laft found means to break

the charm, and to form plans of rational and do-

meftic enjoyment. Difappointed in thefe, I feel the

moft poignant regret that I was not born a younger

brother, and compelled to feek that diftinction

F 2 from
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from merit which I enjoyed from fortune
;

or

that my father had not allowed me to remain

equally ignorant and uncultivated as the gene-

rality of my companions, whofe affections centre

in themfelves, whofe ambition confifts in fre-

quenting the beft company, and whofe know-

ledge is confined to the kitchen or the gaming-
table. Difpleafed with myfelf, difgufted with

the world, and rejected by Cordelia^ I am pre-

paring to fink at once into retirement and ob-

livion. What my occupations are to be, I know
uot

;
an hundred fchcmes have been formed and

rejected. If it be in your power to fuggeft any

thing I can fteadily adhere to, and which will

make me lefs contemptible in my own eyes,

you will do good to one
;
but if you can exhibit

in your mirror a preventative to the errors by
which I have been undone, you may do good
to thoufands.

H
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N 68. SATURDAY, January i, 1780.
^

I can make fpeeches in the fenate too, Nacky.

OTWAY'S VENICE PRESERV'D.

<TE morning, during my late vifit to Mr.

Umpbraville, as that gentleman, his fifter,

and I, were fitting at breakfaft, my old friend

John came in, and delivered a fealed card to his

mafter. After putting on his fpectacles, and

reading it with attention,
"
Ay," faid Umpbra-

"
this is one of your modern improve-

ments. I remember the time when one neigh-
" hour could have gone to dine with another
** without any fufs or ceremony ; but now,
"

forfooth, you muft announce your intention
" fo many days before ; and, by and by, I fup-
"

pofe, the intercourfe between two country-
"

gentlemen will be carried on with the fame
"

ftiffnefs of ceremonial that prevails among
"

your little German princes. Sifter, you muft
"

prepare a feaft on Tburfday ; Colonel Plum
"

fays, he intends to have the honour of waiting
" on us." "

Brother," replied Mifs Umpbraville,
"

you know we don't deal in giving feafts ; but
"

if Colonel Plum can dine on a plain dinner,
" without his foreign dimes and French fauces,
"

I can promife him a bit of good mutton,
" and hearty welcome."

F 3 On
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On the day appointed, Colonel Plum arrived,

and, along with him, the gay, the fprightly, Sir

Bobby Button, who had pofted down to the

country to enjoy two days {hooting at Colonel

Plumbs, where he arrived juft as that gentleman

was fetting out for Mr. UmpbrMlle\. Sir

Bobby , always eafy, and who, in every fociety,

is the fame, protefted againft the ColonePs putting

off his vifit, arid declared he would be happy to

attend him.

Though I had but little knowledge of Sir

Bobby ,
I was perfectly acquainted with his cha-

racter; but to Umpbraville he was altogether

unknown, and I promifed myfelf fome amufe-

inent from the contraft of two perfons fo op-

pofite in fentiments, in manner, and in opinions.

When he was prefented, I obferved Umpbraville
fomewhat ftruck with his drefs and figure ;

in

both of which, it muft be owned, he refembled a

monkey of a larger fize. Sir Bobby, however,
did not allow him much time to contemplate his

external appearance ;
for he immediately, with-

out any preparation or apology, began to attack

the old gentleman on the bad tafte of his houfe,
and of every thing about it.

" Why the devil,"

laid he,
* 4

don't you enlarge your windows,
' and cut down thofe damned hedges and trees
"

that fpoil your lawn fo miferably ? If you
c would allow me, I would undertake, in a
" week's time, to give you a clever place. This

44
is



N68. THE MIRROR. 71

"
is, for all the world, juft fuch a chateau, as

"
my friend Lord (you know Lord

,

" the fineft fellow on earth) fucceeded to laft

"
year by the death of an uncle, a queer old

"
prig, who had lived locked up in his caftle

"
for half a century : he died damned rich

"
though ; and as foon as Lord knew for

"
certain that his breath was out, he and I went

" down to take pofleilion ; and in a ftrange
"

condition, to be fure, we found things ; but,
" in lefs than a month, we turned all topfy-turvy

r

,

" and it is now in the way of being as fine a
"

place as any in England." To this Umphra-
ville made no anfwer ; and indeed the Baronet

was fo fond of hearing himfelf talk, and chattered

away at fuch a rate, that he neither feemed to

defire nor to expect an anfwer.

On Mifs Umpbravilles coming in, he ad-

drefled himfelf to her ; and, after difplaying his

drefs, and explaining fome particulars with re-

gard to it, he began to entertain her with an

account of the gallantries in which he had been

engaged the preceding winter in London. He
talked as if no woman could refift his perfuafive

addrefs and elegant figure as if London were

one great feraglio, and he himfelf the mighty
matter of it. This topic he was fo fond of, that

he enlarged upon it after Mifs Umpbraville had

retired, and ufed a grojfiercte of expreffion in his

defcriptions, which, of late, has been very much

F 4 affected
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affected by our Jlne gentlemen ; but which

fhocked Umphravilte^ to whom it was altogether

new, and who has ever entertained the higheft

veneration for the fex.

To put an end to this converfation, Colonel

Plum, who feemed to be tired of it, as we were,

mentioned the very fmgular fituation this

country was in when the combined fleets of

France and Spain lay off Plymouth ; and took

occafion to obferve, that if our fleet mould be

vanquifhed, if our 'wooden 'walls mould fail us,

he was afraid our country, thus laid open to the

invafion of thofe hoftile powers, could not eafily'

refift their force. Umphraville entertained a

very different opinion. He faid, that a naval

force might perhaps be neceffary to maintain

and defend an extenfive foreign commerce
j

but he did not fee, how it was at all connected

with the internal defence of a ftate, or why a na-

tion might- not be refpectable, both at home and

abroad, without any great fleet ?
" Were the

"
Ertftft/h"

faid he,
" indebted to their wooden

" walls for the victory of CreJ/y^ of Pol5llers^ and
"

viAgincourt? Was it by a naval force that the
"

great Gujlavus was enabled to take fo decilive

" a part in the affairs of Europe^ and to render
" the power of Sweden fo reipectable ? Is it by
"

mips that the brave Swift have defended their

"
liberties for fo many ages ? What fleets did

" our own country poffefs, while fhe boldly
" maintained
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" maintained her independence, for fo many
**

centuries, againft the conftant and unremitted
"

attacks of England ? Did we polfefs a fingle
"

fhip of force, when the gallant Bruce almoft
" annihilated the power of England on the field

" of Bannockburn ? Believe me, gentlemen,"
continued he,

"
it is not an eafy matter to fub-

u due a free people fighting for their country.
" In fuch a caufe every man would ftand forth.
" Old as I am, I would not hefitate a moment
" to draw my fword againft our foes, fhould
"

they ever be defperate enough to make an
"

attempt on thefe iflands."
" You may, if you

"
pleafe," faid Sir Bobby (-who feemed to be

awed for a time into filence, by the elevated tone

Umpbraville had alTumed),
" but I'll be curfed

"
if I would. Damn it, what does it fignify ?

" If the French were to conquer us, I don't
" think we could lofe much by it ; and, in fome
"

refpedls, we fhould gain We fhould drink
"

better Burgundy ;
and we fhould have clothes

"
fit for a gentleman to wear, without running

" the rifque of their being feized by thefe
" damned locufts of cuftom-houie officers. I

" fhould not like, though, to lofe my feat in the
" Houfe. If the French leave us that, they
"
may come again when they pleafe for me."

-
Umpbraville^ who had not the moft diftant

conception of his being in parliament, afked Sir

Bobby gravely, whst^fttf, what houfe he meant ?

"
Why
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"
Why, damn it, our Houfe, the Houfe of

"
Commons, to be fure ;

there is no living out

" of parliament now
;

it is the ton for a gen-
" tleman to be in it, and it is the pleafanteft

'

thing in the world. There are Jack 9

" Dick ,
Lord , and I, are always

"
tpgether. At firft, we ufed to tire confound-

"
edly of their late nights and long debates;

*' but now the minifter is fo obliging as to tell

" us when he thinks the queftion will be put>
" and away we go to dinner, to the opera, or
"

fomewhere, and contrive to return juft in

" time to vote, or, as Lord calls it, to be
" in at the death.'*

Hitherto Umphravllles countenance had dif-

covered no emotion but that of contempt ; now
he could not conceal his aftonifhment and indig-

nation. Recollecting himfelf, however, he afked

the Baronet, if he never thought of his confti-

tuents, and of the purpofes for which they fent

him to parliament ?
" As to that," faid he,

" there is no man fo attentive to his conftituents
*'

as I am. I fpend fome months among them
**

every fummer, where I keep open houfe for
" the favages, and make love to their wives and
u

daughters. Befides, I am always making
"

prefents to the women of fome little fafhion-
" able trinket. The laft time I came from
" London I brought down a parcel of fpring
"

garters^ that coft me thirty {hillings a pair,
"

by
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"
by Gad, which I diftributed among them ;

"
taking care, at the fame time, to tell each of

"
them, that nothing fhewed a fine ankle to

" fuch advantage as a fpring garter.

In the evening, after our vifitors had left us, I

found Umphraville fitting in his elbow chair, in

a graver mood than ufual.
"

I am thinking,
"
my friend," faid he,

" of the ftrange times
" we live in. You know I am not much of a
"

politician ; and, living retired as I do, ab-
"

ftracted from the world, I have little accefs

"
to be acquainted with the fprings that move

" the wheels of government, or the caufes of
" national profperity or adverfity. For fome
" time paft, however, I have been endeavour-
"

ing, in vain, to inveftigate the latent fources
" of the fudden and almoft inftantaneous decline
" of our empire, unexampled, I believe, in the
"

hiftory of nations. The fcene you have this

"
day witneffed, has given me more light on that

"
fubject than any thing I have yet met with.

"
If fuch men are to conduct and to regulate the

"
great affairs of ftate, are we to wonder at our

<c want of fuccefs ? If our fenate is to be filled

" with beings, mean as they are worthlefs, alike
"

deftitute of public virtue and of private ho-
"

nour, we may ceafe to be furprifed at any ca-
"

lamity that befals us. Of fuch creatures, I

"
prefume, the Roman fenate was compofed,

"
when, by the groundlefs jealoufy of an em-

"
peror
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"
peror (Gattiemu, if I miftake not), the fena-

* c
tors were prohibited from holding any military

"
employment; and they confidered the exemp-

"
tion as a favour, not as an affront : fo loll were

"
they to every principle of honour, fo void of

"
every generous and manly feeling. But what

" aftonifhes me moft is, that in times like thefe,
*' when the empire is (hook to its foundation,
" the people mould be fo infatuated as to truft

"
their beft, their deareft rights in fuch hands.

" Had the Congrefs been compofed of Bobby
"

Buttons^ would America ever Have made fuch a
*' ftand againft us ?"

How long this Philippic might have lafted I

cannot fay, had not Mifs Umpbraville come in

and put an end to it, by challenging me to play a

game at backgammon.

E
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N 69. TUESDAY, January 4, 1780.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,

I
A M a pretty conftant reader of your publi-

cations; by what means, you (hall know

before I have finifhed this letter. Among other

papers of your publifhing, I have read one mark-

ed N 65, written by a lady, who fubfcribes her-

felf S. M. That lady is pleafed to complain of

her fituation, and to reprefent herfelf as unfor-

tunate. I cannot think fhe had the leaft title

to do fo. She was received and entertained by
a kind brother ; but, forfooth, {he took it into

her head to quarrel with him becaufe he mar-

ried, and feemed to like his wife better than

her, and to be difpleafed with the lady, becaufe

(he appeared to have more vanity than me ought
to have had. Pray, what right had fhe to find

fault with thofe who fo hofpitably entertained

her ? or, how did me mew fuperior fenfe by
thus quarrelling with her bread and butter ?

I am, Sir, the younger brother of Sir George

Fielding. I live comfortably and contentedly in

his houfe ; and yet, I could lay a wager, were

Madam S. M. in my fituation, me would be

fretful
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fretful and difcontented ; but I fhall appeal to

you, Sir, if fhe would have any reafon for her

difcontent.

My father, Sir Robert, fent me, when a young
man, to the Univerfity ; but, as I had no tafte

for ftudy, I fpent moft of my time at the bil-

liard-table, at cards, in hunting, playing at golf,

or in public diverfions. I was more gaily drefled

than any of my companions, and I united many
of the qualities of a beau and a buck. During
the vacation, I refided at my father's houfe ;

and the elegant and expenfive manner in which

he lived, increafed my turn for pleafure and

amufement.

I was in my twentieth year when my father,

who had fupplied me liberally with money, died,

leaving me the fmall patrimony of one thoufand

pounds. Fifty pounds a-year could not fup-

port the expence of one who had been accuf-

tomed to fpend four times that fum. In this

fituation it was thought neceflary that I mould

do fomething for myfelf. Amidft the various

fchemes that were propofed, it was determined

that I mould become a merchant. My brother,

Sir George^ generoufly difcharged all the debts I

had contracted ; for, notwithftanding my father's

liberality while he was living, I had contracted

feveral ;
and I was bound apprentice to an emi-

nent trader. He was a fober, induftrious, thriv-

ing man ;
but I foon found it impoffible to ac-

6 commodate
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commodate myfelf to his frugal and (Economical,

ideas
;
and my inclination for amufement and

pleafure, which he ufed to call diflipation and

idlenefs, could not give way to his habits of in-

duftry and attention.

Accordingly, before the term of my appren-

ticefhip was elapfed, my mafter wrote to Sir

George , informing him that I had taken up with

bad company ;
that I had neglected my bufmefs ;

that I had not profited by his inftruclions ; and

recommending to him to try me in fomething

elfe, and, in all events, to remove me to fome

other place.

After a good deal of deliberation, it was re-

folved to try to fet me up as a farmer ; and I

entered upon the management of a confiderable

farm. But in this bufmefs I found I did not

fucceed any better than in my former. Not-

withftanding the good inftruclions I received

at a club of very honeft fellows, at which we
met every week to talk about farming and

improvements, fomehow or other, my crops

never paid for the expence of raifmg them ;

and, in a few years, I found that I had im-

proved away every (hilling of my capital. Sir

George then propofed to me that I fhould quit

all thoughts of bufmefs, and take up my refi-

dence in his houfe
;

I cheerfully accepted his

propofal, and have lived with him for fourteen

years paft.

la
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In his houfe I find every thing provided for

me, and I am perfectly contented, having no-

thing to care for. Sir George, who is beloved

and refpecled by all the neighbourhood, has

frequently crowds of company who refort to

his houfe
; but, as he does not drink himfelf,

whenever the company wifh to drink a little

more than ufual, he deputes me to act his part

as a landlord. In that capacity I do not fail

to pum about the bottle; and I find myfelf in

a fituation perfectly to my wifh. As I am a

good mot, I fpend great part of my time in

mooting ;
and Mr. jfofcpb, for that is the name

I go by, is made a welcome gueft at all the gen-
tlemen's houfes in the neighbourhood ; the

more fo, as I feldom make a vifit without car-

rying along with me fome of the game I have

killed.' I never fail to make one at all the fports

in the neighbourhood. At a village-wedding I

am a confiderable perfonage ; and there is not

a country-girl who does not think it an honour

to dance with Mr. Jofepb. When Lady Fielding
makes a vifit, I generally attend her in the abfence

of Sir George. The only part of my employ-
ment which I find difagreeable is, that fometimes,
in the winter-evenings, I am fet a-reading to my
Lady; and, among other publications, I have

read over to her moft of the MIRRORS. My
Lady likes them exceedingly; fo do I too,

but not for the fame reafon that fhe does ;
I like

them,
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them, becaufe they are fhort. In the courfe

of this employment, I read S. M.'s letter, and

have already given you my reafons for being

much diflatisfied with what fhe writes.

I can make no doubt, that, were fhe in my
fituation, fhe would think fhe had much reafon

to be unhappy. She would, perhaps, complain
that her brother was fo rich, and fhe fo poor ;

fhe would fay, that it was an employment below

her to act as toaft-mafter to her brother's

drunken company ;
that it was defpicable to be

known only by the name of Mr. Jofeph ; that

fhe could not but confider herfelf as in a con-

temptible fituation, being unfit for any employ-

ment, or to act any higher part than that of a

fportfman, a dancer at a country-wedding,
or an humble attendant on my Lady Fielding*

But I am of a very different opinion. I cer-

tainly neither have the fortune, nor do I meet

with the fame refpect that my brother Sir George

does; but what does that fignify ? 1 eat,

drink, and am merry, enjoy good health and

good fpirits ; and I have neither the trouble of

managing a great eftate, nor am I obliged to be

circumfpect in my conduct, in order that I may
act up, as I hear my brother and fome of his

friends exprefs it, to a certain dignity of charac-

ter. In a word) I am happy enough, and I

VOL, n. o think
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think Madam S. M. might have been fo too, if

fhe had had a mind.

I am, &c.

JOSEPH FIELDING.

THE fituation which is defcribed in the above

letter is not, I believe, altogether an uncom-

mon one. I fhould be very unwilling to make

Mr. Jofeph difpleafed with it ; on the contrary,

I think his cheerfulnefs and good-humour are

to be envied. At the fame time, without ex-

preffing thofe fentiments which, I doubt not,

will occur to many of my readers upon the per-

ufal of his letter, I cannot but obferve, that I

have fometimes felt regret, that, in certain cir-

cumftances, a more equal diftribution of for-

tune were not made among the children of fome

great landed proprietors, or that care were not

taken to moderate their education to that ftyle

of life in which their circumftances are likely

to place them. A young man,, who is left a

fmall patrimony, ought not furely to be accuf-

tomed to habits of extravagance and diflipation,

but ought to be early inured to ceconomy, and

be qualified for fome bufmefs. Without this

(though accident may fometimes conduct fuch

young-
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young men to fortune or to eminence), there

muft be always great danger of their proving
unfit for any valuable purpofe in life, of their

deferving no higher appellation than that of Mr.

Jofcph.

A

N 70. SATURDAY, January 8, 1780.

Ingentes Dominos, et clarse nomina famse

Illuftrique graves nobilitate domos

Devita. SENECA.

ir N an excurfion I made fome months ago
^ to the county of

,
I paid a vifit to An-

tonio^ an old acquaintance of my father's, whom
I had known from my infancy. He had been

exceedingly attentive to me when a boy ; and,
as he was fomething of a fportfman, my guar-
dians often permitted me to accompany him to

the field, where, as indeed on every occafion,

he treated me with the eafe and freedom of a

companion and an equal. This behaviour, fo

different from that to which boys are generally

accuftomed, while it flattered my felf-import-

G 2 ance,
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ance, gave me fo much favour and affection for

Antonio, that I never faw him afterwards, with-

out feeling thofe agreeable fenfations, which ac-

company the recollection of that happy period

of life, when we catch the pleafures of the mo-

ment, equally regardlefs of what is paft or to

come.

I had not heard of Antonio for many months.

When I arrived at the village where he lived, I

haftened to his houfe without any previous in-

quiry. The Icountenarice of the fervant made

me fufpect all was not well
; and, when I entered

his apartment, I found him in the laft ftage of a

dropfy. The fenfations that crowded on my
mind at the fqualid and death-like appearance of

the good old man, fo different from thofe in

which I was prepared to indulge, had almoft over-

come me ; hut the growing emotion was check-

ed by the countenance with which he beheld it.

No fooner was I feated, than, taking my hand,
" What a change," faid he, with a look of me-

lancholy compofure,
"

is here, fmce you laft faw
" me ! I was two years older than your father;
" had he been alive, he would have been feventy-
" four next Chriftmas."

The particulars of the converfation, though
they have made a lafting impreflion on my mind,
would be uninterefting to many of my readers ;

but as the life of Antonio will afford an important
leffon to the younger part of them, I give the

following
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following fhort account of it, as the fubject of

this and the fubfequent paper.
" The father of Antonio was one of the firft

*' men of family in Scotland, who had been bred
*' to the profeflion of a merchant ;

in which
" he was fo fuccefsful, that about the begin-
"

ning of this century he had acquired the fum
" of twenty thoufand pounds, which was, at
" that time, reckoned no inconfiderable for-

" tune. He had two children who furvived him ;

"
Antonio, and a daughter, Leonora, who was

"
feveral years younger than her brother. As

" the father had received a liberal education, he
<c was attentive to beftow the fame benefit upon
"

his fon
; but, being equally fenfible of the

"
advantages of induftry, he was, at the fame

*'
time, determined, that he mould be educated

"
to fome profeflion or employment, though he

" did not reftrain him in his choice. Antonio^
" on his part, feconded his father's views. His
"

genius was inferior to none of his contempo-
"

raries
; allowing for fome little excefles, which

" the livelinefs and pliancy of his difpofition
*'

engaged him in, he exceeded them all in the
"

afliduity of his application ; and, as his
" manners were at the fame time mild and
"

fpirited, he was both beloved and refpscled
*'

by his companions.
"

Being arrived at an age which made it ne-
"

ceflary to regulate his ftudies by the profef-

03 " fion



86 T H E M I R R O R. N 70.

*' fion he was to follow, he made choice of
" that of phyfic, which, including the differ-

" ent branches of fcience ufually connected
<c with it, may be faid to embrace the whole
**

ftudy of Nature : to thefe he applied rather

'* as a philofopher than as one who intended
" to be a practitioner in the art ; he was,
"

neverthelefs, preparing to take his degree,
<c when the death of his father left him, at the

*'
age of twenty, poffeffed of a handfome for-

*' tune.
" Antonio continued his ftudies for fome time

" with his ufual afliduity ; but, finding his in-

" come more than fufficient for his wants, he
"

gave up all thoughts of engaging in practice.
<c His houfe became the rendezvous of his for-
" mer fchool-companions, many of them the
" fons of the firft families in the kingdom, who
'* were now entering into life (I fpeak of a
"

period above fifty years ago), and who found
" themfelves flattered by thofe engaging man-
" ners in the man, which had attached them to
<c the boy.
" In confequence of thefe connections, An~

** tomo found himfelf engaged in a line of life to

" which he had been little accuftomed ; but,
** as he had mixed the ftudy of polite literature

" with fcience, and was m after of the exercifes

" of dancing, fencing, and riding, he foon ac-

f quired that eafe in his addrefs and converfa-
u

tion,
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"
tion, which mark the gentleman, while they

** hide the man of learning from a common
u obferver. His good-nature and benevolence,
"

proceeding from an enlarged and liberal mind,
"

prevented him from viewing, with too fevere

an eye, the occafional excefTes of fome of his

companions ;
an elegant tafte, and a found

underftanding, prevented him from engaging
in them too deeply.
" Antonio s time was now moftly fpent among

" the great. He made long and frequent vifits

* c
at their feats in the country ; hejoined them in,

" excurfions from time to time to the different
" courts on the continent ; and, when he was not
"

abroad, he refided almoft conftantly in London^
" or the neighbourhood ; fo that he became, in

<c a great meafure, a ftranger in his own country.
"
Among the companions of Antonio were

" two fons of the Earl of W-
,
who were

particularly attached to him. Their father

was not more envied by the ambitious for

the diftinguifhed rank he held in the coun-
"

cils of his Sovereign, than by the wife and
" moderate for being father to two of the
" moft promifmg young men of the age. They
" had been acquainted with Antonio from their

*'
infancy. They had grown up at the fame

"
fchools, and ftudied under the fame mafters.

" After an abfence of three years, they happened
** to meet at Venice, where Antonio had the good

04 "
fortune

<c

"
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" fortune to render them eflential fervice, in

u
extricating them from difficulties in which

" the impetuofity of the beft conditioned young
" men will fometimes involve them, efpecially
"

in a foreign country. They returned to-
"

gether to Britain. Their father, who I^new
"

their former connection with Antonio, and had
<c heard of their recent obligation to him, ex-
"

prefled his fenfe of it in very flattering terms,
" and earneftly wifhed for an opportunity to
" reward it.

"
I have feen few men who were proof againft

'

the attention of minifters. Though it does
1 not always gratify, it feldom fails to excite

ic three of the moft powerful paffions, vanity,
4

ambition, and avarice. Antonio^ I am afraid,
"

did not form an exception to the rule. Though
1

naturally an oeconomift, his mode of life had
'

cdnfiderably impaired his fortune. He
<c knew this ; but he knew not exactly to

' what extent. He received gentle remon-
"

ftrances on the fubjecl: from fome of his
'
relations in Scotland, who remembered his

"
virtues. In the letters of his fifter Leonora

"
(who ftill retained that affection and attach-

1 ment to her brother which his attention to
*'

her, both before and after her father's death,
ft had imprefled upon her mind), he perceived
ft an anxiety, for which he could not other-
" wife account than from her apprehenfions

" about
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" about the fituation of his affairs. The pa-
"

tronage of the Earl of W prefented itfelf

"
as a remedy. To him, therefore, he deter-

" mined to apply. The intimacy in which he
"

lived with his fons, the friendly manner in
" which the Earl himfelf always behaved to
"

him, made this appear an eafy matter to Anto-
"

nio; but he was unaccuftomed to afk favours

even from the great. His fpirit rofe at the

confcioufnefs of their having become necef-

fary ;
and he funk in his own efteem in

being reduced to ufe the language of felicit-

ation for fomething like a pecuniary favour..

After feveral fruitlefs attempts, he could bring
" himfelf no farther than to give a diftant hint
" to his companions, the fons of the Earl. It

" was fufficient to them ; and, at the next in-
" terview with their father, Antonio received the
" moft friendly aflurances of being foon pro-
" vided for in fome way fuited to his tafte and
"

difpofition.
" Elated with thefe hopes, he returned, after

" a ten years abfence, to vifit his friends in
"

Scotland^ and to examine into the fituation of
"

his affairs. Of the 20,000 left by his
"

father, there was little more than 10,000
"

remaining ;
and the half of that fum belong-

" ed to his fifter Leonora. The knowledge of
<c

this made no great impreflion on his mind, as
44 he was certain of being amply provided for

;

" mean-
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"
meanwhile, he thought it his duty to put his

"
filler's fortune in fafety ; and, by his whole

" behaviour to her during a nine months refi-

<c dence in Scotland^ he confirmed that love and
" affection which his more early conduct had
*

juftly merited/*

U

N 71. TUESDAY, January n, 1780.

returned to London about the

breaking out of the Spani/b war in 1 739.
" The parties in the (late ran high ; the mini-
**

fter was attacked on all fides, in a language
<c fomewhat more decent than what is in ufe
"
among the patriots of the prefent day, though

"
it was not, on that account, lefs poignant and

"
fevere. Antonio's patron, the Earl ofW-

,

tc took part with the minifter, and both he
<c and his fons, who were by this time in

<c
parliament, feemed fo much occupied with

" the affairs of the public, that Antonio was
"

unwilling to difturb them with any private
"

application for himfelf, until the ferment
*' was fomewhat fubfided. In the mean time,

" he
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<c he continued his ufual mode of life
; and,

"
though he could not help obferving, that

"
many of the great men with whom- he had

" been accuftomed to converfe on the moft eafy
<c and familiar terms, began to treat him with a
"

forbidding ceremony, more difgufting to a
<{ mind of fenfibility than downright infolence ;

"
ftill the confcioufnefs of his fituation prevented

*' him from renouncing a fociety in which the
" fecret admonitions of his heart frequently told

" him he could not continue, without forfeiting
*' the ftrongeft fupport of virtue and honour, a
ft

proper refpeftfor himfelf.
" Sir Robert Walpole was at laft obliged to

"
refign, and along with him a few of his

" friends who were moft obnoxious to the
'* leaders of the fuccefsful parly. The Earl
" of W was not of the number; he
"

ftill preferved his place in the cabinet ; and
*' the new and the old minifters having adjufted
<{ their different pretentious, a calm tranquillity
"

fucceeded, as the lefs powerful and difap-
ct

pointed patriots, rendered fufpicious by the
" defection of their principal leaders, could not
** once connect themfelves into a formidable
"

oppofition.
" Antonio thought this a proper time to re-

11 new his application. That delicacy which
" made him formerly flirink at the idea of alk-

*'
ing a pecuniary favour, was now no more;

" his
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"
his growing neceffities, and the habits of

" fubmiffion they produced, had blunted the
*' fine feelings of independence, and he could
*'

now, though unnoticed, dance attendance
" at the levees of the great, like one who had
" never felt himfelf their equal. Fortunately
<c there foon happened a vacancy in an office in

the department of the Earl of W ,

which was every way fuited to Antonio. He
modeftly reminded the Earl of his former

promifes ; and, having made the firft applica-
tl

tion, his requeft was inftantly granted. At
" that moment Lord C , who was fup-
"

pofed to be the Prime Minifter, arrived to afk

* { the office for the fon of a butcher in Kent^
*' who was returning officer in a borough where
" there was a contefted election. The Earl of
" W told the minifter, that he had juft
" now promifed it to that gentleman, pointing
** to Antonio. The minifter had frequently
ct feen Antonio, and was not unacquainted with
" his character ; congratulated him with much
"

feeming cordiality ; and, turning to the Earl
' of W , paid him many compliments on

*' his beftowing the office upon one of fo

<{
diftinguimed merit :

" That confideration,"
" added he,

" can compenfate for the difap-
"

pointment I feel in not having obtained it

" for the perfon I mentioned- to your Lord-
* c

fhip." Antonio was too well acquainted with
" the
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" the language of the court not to underftand
*' the tendency of all this. The Earl of W-
"

immediately obferveu, that, to oblige his

Lordfliip, he had no doubt Antonio would

readily give up the promife. This was in-

ftantly done ;
and thefe two noble perfons vied

with each other in their offers of fervice
;
he

was given to underftand, that the firft oppor-
'

tunity fhould be taken to provide for him in a

manner exceeding his wiihes.
"
Though Antonio was not, upon the whole,

very well pleafed with this incident, he en-
" deavoured to comfort himfelf with reflecting,
"

that he had now acquired a right of going
<c

directly to the minifter, which was fo much
" the more agreeable, as he plainly perceived
" that the fons of the Earl of W-

, though
"

they ftill behaved to him with more eafe and
" attention than many others of his former
"

companions, would, like the reft, foon be
"

eftranged from him. At fchool, at college,
" on their travels, and even for fome time
"

after their return, their purfuits were the
" fame. Whether it xvas inftrucHon or fenter-
*'

tainment, they were mutually affifting to
" each other, and they found Antonio to be in
"

every thing their equal, perhaps in fome
"

things their fuperior. The fcene was now
*'

changed. In the midft of their family and
"

relations, poflefled of the adventitious, though
"

dazzling
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'

dazzling qualities of rank and fortune, the
" real merit of Antonio was hardly perceived.
*'

They now found him to be in fome things
" their inferior. This alone would have, in
"

time, put an end to their intimacy, unlefs,
4C

like many others, he would have contented
" himfelf with acting the part of an humble at-
41 tendant. Having once opened to their views
* { the career of ambition, and the profpect of
*'

rifing in the ftate, they eftimated their friend-

*'
fhips by the extent of their political influ-

*' ence. Virtue and merit were now out of the
'*

queftion, or were at beft but fecondary con-
" fiderations. Former fervices, compared to
*' the objects in which they were now engaged,
" funk to nothing ; at the fame time, a con-
" fcioumefs of duty led them to behave civilly
" to a man they had once efteemed, arid who
" had done nothing to forfeit their good opi-
*' nion. Perhaps, even if applied to in a for-
* c tunate moment, when impelled by a fud-
" den emanation of half-extinguiihed virtue^
*'

they might have exerted themfelves to ferve
c< him ; but thefe exertions would not have
** been of long continuance ; they would foon
" have been fmothered by cold political pru-
" dence.

tc After two years folicitation, during which
" his patrons fometimes cajoled him with pro-
M

mifes, and, at others, hardly deigned to take

" notice
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* e notice of his requeft, Antonio gave up all

"
hopes of fuccefs. His fortune was now to-

c<
tally gone. His friends in Scotland had fre-

"
quently informed him of this

;
but he con-

" tinued to folicit and to receive fmall fums of
"
money from time to time, which he was in

**
hopes of being foon able to repay. Thefe

44

being extinguifhed, he could not afk for more.
" He had alfo contracted feveral debts to the dif-

" ferent tradefmen he employed. He frankly
" told them his fituation ; but they remembered
u the liberality of his conduct and behaviour in
" the days of his profperity, and would not ufe
" the barbarous right of imprifonment to increafe
'* his calamities.

" The accumulated diftrefs to which Antonio
** was now expofed, was more than he could
" bear. After combating fome time with the
"

agitation of his mind, he was feized with a
" flow fever, attended with a delirium, which
*' made it neceflary to acquaint his friends.
" His fifter Leonora haftened to his relief. At
" the end of fome weeks, his health was fo far
<c

re-eftablimed, that fhe ventured to propofe
" his undertaking a journey to Scotland ; to
" which he at laft confented, but not without
" reluctance.

*' He learned, by degrees, that the money
" he received for the laft two years he refided
** in London^ had come from Leonora ; that fhe
" had paid all his debts there, and

witfy the

12 " fmall
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** fmall remains of her fortune, had purchafecl
" an annuity of an hundred and fifty pounds
" for his and her own life. In a fhort time,
'*

they retired to a village in the county of
"

, not far from my father's refidence,
" who had been an early acquaintance of Anto-
"

///Vs. My father joined his endeavours to

" thofe of Leonora to recover him from that
"

depreffion of fpirits into which his misfor*
41

tunes, and the reflection on his paft conduct,
" had thrown him. They at laft fucceeded,
" and faw him, with pleafure, regain thofe
" mild and engaging manners which they had
4>

formerly admired. But his fpirit and viva-

44
city could not be reflored. He feemed to

ct
engage in the ufual paftimes and occupations

" of a country life, rather with patience than
"

fatisfaction, and to fuffer fociety as a duty
" which he owed to a fitter who had preferved
"

him, and to thofe friends who fhewed fo

** much folicitude for his happinefs, rather
<l than to enjoy it as a fource of pleafure and
" entertainment to himfelf. If ever he was
"

animated, it was in the company of a few
**

young men who looked up to him for inftruc-

" tion. He entertained them, not with mur-
<c

murings againft the world, or complaints of
c< the injuftice or depravity of mankind. His
'*

pictures of fociety were flattering and agree-
"

able, as giving the moft extenfive fcope for

" the



NO yi- f HE MI.RROR.
, 97

" the exercife of the active virtues.
" My

"
young friends," he was wont to fay,

"
carry

" with you into the world a fpirit of inde-
*'

pendence, and a proper refpect for your-
"

felves. Thefe are the guardians of virtue.

" No man can truft to others for his fupport,
" or forfeit his own good opinion with im-
"

punity. Extravagant defires and ill-founded
Ct

hopes pave the way for difappointment, and
**

difpofe us to cover our own errors with the
"

unjuft accufation of ethers. Society is fup-
"

ported hy a reciprocation of good offices ;

"
and, though virtue and humanity will give,

<l
juftice cannot demand, a favour, without a

"
recompence. Warm and generous friendlhips

" are fometimcs, nay, I hope, often found in the
" world

; but, in thofe changes and vicif-

"
fitudes of life which open new views, and

" form new connections, the old are apt to be
<c weakened or forgotten. Family and domeftic
"

friendfhips," would he add, with a figh,
"

will generally be found the mod lading and
" fmcere

;
but here, my friends, you will

" think me prejudiced ; you all know my ob-
"

ligations to Leonora"
" Antonio and Leonora are now no more 5

he
" died a fev,- diys after my laft vifit. His fifter

" he had buried about a twelvemonth before ;

" and I have often heard him mention, with a
" kind of melancholy fatisiaclicn, that to her

VOL. n. H " other
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" other diftrefTes, there had not been added the

"
regret of being left behind him."

U

N 72. SATURDAY, January 15, 1780.

Sunt lacrymse rerum, et mentem mortalia tangunt.
VIRG.

H E confideration of death has been always
made ufe of, by the moralift and the divine,

as a powerful incentive to virtue and to piety.

From the uncertainty of life, they have endea-

voured to fink the eftimation of its pleafures, and,

if they could not ftrip the fedudtions of vice of

their prefent enjoyment, at leaft to load them

with the fear of their end.

Voluptuaries, on the other hand, have, from a

fimilar reflection, endeavoured to enhance the

value, and perfuade to the enjoyment, of temporal

delights. They have advifed us to pluck the

rofes which would otherwife foon wither ofthem-

felves, to feize the moments which we could not

long command, and, fince time was unavoidably

fleeting, to crown its flight with joy.

Of
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Of neither of thefe perfuafives, whether of

the moral or the licentious, the fevere or the gay
have the effects been great. Life muft necef-

farily confift of active fcenes, which exclude from

its general tenor the leifure of meditation, and

the influence of thought. The fchemes of the

bufy will not be checked by the uncertainty of

their event, nor the amufements of the diffipated

be either controlled or endeared by the fhortnefs

of their duration. Even the cell of the Ancho-

rite, and the cloifter of the Monk, have their

bufmefs and their pleafures ;
for ftudy may be-

come bufmefs, and abftradlion pleafure, when

they engage the mind, and occupy the time.

A man may even enjoy the prefent, and forget

the future, at the very moment in which he is

writing of the infignificancy of the former, and

the importance of the latter.

It were eafy to {hew the wifdom and benig-

nity of Providence, Providence ever wife and

benign, in this particular of our conftitution ;

but it would be trite to repeat arguments too

obvious not to have been often obferved, and too

juft not to have been always allowed.

But, though neither the fituation of the world,

nor the formation of our minds, allow the

thoughts of futurity or death a conftant or pre-

vailing effect upon our lives, they may furely

fometimes, not unfeafonably, prefs upon our

imagination ; even exclufive of their moral or

H 2 religious
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religious ufe, there is a fympathetic enjoyment
which often makes it not only better^ but more

delightful, to go to the houfe of mourning, than to

the boufe offeajling.

Perhaps I felt it fo, when, but a few days

fmce, I attended the funeral of a young lady,

who was torn, in the bloom of youth and

beauty, from the arms of a father who doated

on her, of a family by whom me was adored :

I think I would not have exchanged my feelings

at the time, for all the mirth which gaiety could

infpire, or all the pleafure which luxury could

beftow.

Maria was in her twentieth year. To the

beauty of her form, and excellence of her natural

difpofition, a parent equally indulgent and atten-

tive had done the fulleft juftice. To accom-

plifli her perfcn, and to cultivate her mind, every

endeavour had been ufed ; and they had been

attended with that fuccefs which they commonly
meet with, when not prevented by miftakeii

fondnefs or untimely vanity. Few young ladies

have attracted more admiration ;
none ever felt

it lefs : with all the charms of beauty, and the

polim of education, the plained were not lefs

affected, nor the moft ignorant lefs affuming.

She died when every tongue was eloquent of her

virtues, when every hope was ripening to reward

them.

It
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It is by fuch private and domeftic diftrefles,

that the fofter emotions of the heart are moft

flrongly excited. The fall of more important

perfonages is commonly diftant from our ob-

lervation
;
but even where it happens under our

immediate notice, there is a mixture of other

feelings by which our compaffion is weakened.

The eminently great, or extenfively ufeful, leave

behind them a train of interrupted views, and

difappointed expectations, by which the diftrefs

is complicated beyond the fimplicity ofpity. But

the death of one who, like Maria, was to fhed

the influence of her virtues over the age of a

father, and the childhood of her fitters, prefents
to us a little view of family-affliction, which every

eye can perceive, and every heart can feel. On
fcenes of public forrow and national regret, we

gaze as upon thofe gallery-pictures which ftrike

us with wonder and admiration
; domeftic cala-

mity is like the miniature of a friend, which we
wear in our bofoms, and keep for fecret looks

and folitary enjoyment.
The laft time I faw Maria was in the midft

of a crowded aflembly of the fafhionable and

the gay, where {he fixed all eyes by the grace-

fulnefs of her motions, and the native dignity

of her mien ; yet fo tempered was that fu-

periority which they conferred with gentlenefs

and modefty, that not a murmur was heard,

either from the rivalfhip of beauty, or the envy
H 3 of
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of homelinefs. From that fcene the tranfition

was fo violent to the hearfe and the pall, the grave
and the fod, that once or twice my imagination
turned rebel to my fenfes : I beheld the objects

round me as the painting of a dream, and thought
of Maria as living Hill.

I was foon, however, recalled to the fad reality.

The figure of her father bending over the grave
of his darling child

;
the filent fuffering com-

pofure in which his countenance was fixed ; the

tears of his attendants, whofe grief was light,

and capable of tears
;

thefe gave me back the

truth, and reminded me that I fhould fee her

no more. There was a flow of forrow with

which I fuffered myfelf to be borne along, with

a melancholy kind of indulgence; but when her

father dropped the cord with which he had helped

to lay his Maria in the earth, its found on the

coffin chilled my heart, and horror for a moment

took place of pity !

It was but for a moment. He looked eagerly

into the grave; made one voluntary motion

to flop the affiftants who were throwing the

earth into it
;
then fuddenly recollecting him-

felf, clafped his hands together, threw up his

eyes to Heaven ;
and then firft I faw a few tears

drop from them. I gave language to all this.

It fpoke a leflbn of faith, and piety, and refig-

nation. I went away forrowful, but my for-

row was neither ungentle nor unmanly; caft

on
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on this world a glance rather of pity than of

enmity ;
on the next, a look of humblenefs and

hope !

Such, I am perfuaded, will commonly be the

effect of fcenes like that I have defcribed, on

minds neither frigid nor unthinking ; for, of

feelings like thefe, the gloom of the afcetic is as

little fufceptible as the levity of the giddy.

There needs a certain pliancy of mind, which

fociety alone can give, though its vices often de-

ftroy, to render us capable of that gentle melan-

choly which makes forrow pieafant, and affliction

ufeful.

It is not from a melancholy of this fort, that

men are prompted to the cold unfruitful virtues

of monkifh folitude. Thefe are often the effects

rather of paffion fecluded than repreffed, rather

of temptation avoided than overcome. The

crucifix and the rofary^ the death's bead and the

boneS) if cuftom has not made them indifferent,

will rather chill defire than excite virtue ; but,

amidft the warmth of focial affection, and of fo-

cial fympathy, the heart will feel the weaknefs,
and enjoy the duties, of humanity.

Perhaps, it will be faid, that fuch fituations,

and fuch reflections as the foregoing, will only
affect minds already too tender, and be difre-

garded by thofe who need the leffons they im-

part. But this, I apprehend, is to allow too

much to the force of habit, and the refiftance

H 4 of
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of prejudice. I will not pretend to aflert, that

rooted principles, and long eftablifhed conduct,

are fuddenly to be changed by the effects of

fituatlon, or the eloquence of fentiment ;
but if

it be granted that fuch change ever took place,

who {hall determine by what interceptible motive,

or accidental impreflion,it was firft begun ? And,
even if the influence of fuch a call to thought

can only fmother, in its birth, one allurement to

evil, or confirm one wavering purpofe to virtue,

I {hall not have unjuftly commended that occafi-

onal indulgence of penfivenefs and forrow, which

will thus be rendered not only one of the refine-

ments, but one of the improvements, of life.
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N 73. TUESDAY, January 18, 1780.

H E Eflay contained in this and the follow-

ing Number, was fome time ago received

from a gentleman of diftinguifhed name in the

literary world.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,
T N the courfe of his various inquiries into

human nature, your illuftrious kinfman the

SPECTATOR did not overlook DREAMING;
on which he has given us many ingenious and

ufeful obfervations. Having all my life been a

great dreamer of dreams, I alfo have made
fome remarks upon that myfterious pheno-

menon, which, I flatter myfelf, may be accept-

able to the Author of the MIRROR, as I be-

lieve fome of them are new, and not unworthy
of notice.

I mail not take up much of your time with

the opinions of the ancients in regard to the

immediate caufe of dreaming. Epicurus fancied,

that an infinite multitude of fubtle images, fome

flowing from bodies, fome formed of their own

accord,
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accord, and others made up of different things

varioufly combined; were continually moving up

and down in the air about us
;
and that thefe

images, being of extreme finenefs, penetrate our

bodies-; and, ftriking upon the mind, give rife

to that mode of perception which we call Ima-

gination, and to which he refers the origin both

of our waking thoughts and of our dreams.

Art/loth feems to think, that every object of out-

ward fenfe makes upon the human foul, or upon
fome other part of our frame, a certain impref-

fion, which remains for forne time after the ob-

ject that made it is gone, and which, being after-

wards recognifed by the mind in fleep, gives rile

to thofe vifions that then prefent themfelves.

Thefe opinions, if one were to examine them,

would be found either to amount to nothing

that can be underftood, or to afcribe to human

thought a fort of material nature, which is per-

fectly inconceivable.

Neither fliall I trouble you with enumerating
five different fpecies of dreams acknowledged

by fome of the ancients, and particularly de-

fcribed by Macrobius. Dreams are, indeed, of

different forts and characters ; but I fee no rea-

fon why they may not be divided into five hun-

dred claffes, as well as into five. My own re-

marks I mall fet down without method, and in

the order in which they occur to me.

Though
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Though fome of our dreams are exceedingly-

wild and extravagant, others are more regular,

and more like real life. When the mind is at

eafe, and the body in health, we are apt to

dream of our ordinary hufmefs. The paflions

too, which occupy the mind when awake, and

the objects and caufes of thofe paflions, are apt

to recur in fleep, though, for the moft part,

under fome difguife ; accompanied with painful

circumftances when we are in trouble, and with

more pleafmg ideas when we are happy. To
this the poets attend ; and, in defcribing the

dreams of their heroes and heroines, are careful

to give them a refemblance to their real fortune.

Dido, when forfaken by Mneas^ dreams that fhe

is going a long journey alone, and feeking her

lyriatu in a defert land
;

longam incomitata videtur

Ire viam, Tyriofque deferta quserere terra.

Thus uniting, as it were, in one image, the

two paffions that ingrofled her through the

day, love to her people, and a fenfe of her

forlorn condition. Eloifa, feparated for ever

from her friend, dreams of being again happy
in his company ; but the next moment, fays fhe,

Methinks we wandering go

Through dreary waftes, and weep each other's woe,
Where round

forne^ mouldering tower pale ivy creeps,
And low-brow'd rocks hang nodding o'er the deeps :

Sudden you mount, you beckon from the fkies ;

Clouds interpofe, M'aves roar, and winds arife.

On
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On thefe occifions, the poet will not defcribe

a dream exactly like the real circumftances of

the dreamer ;
he makes it only a fort of dark

allegorical fimilitude : and this we approve

of, becaufe we know that it is according to

nature. For a reafon to he given in the fequel,

it will appear to be mercifully ordered hy Pro-

vidence, that our dreams Ihould thus differ from

our waking thoughts : And, from what we know
of the influence of our paffions upon the general

tenor of our thinking, we need not wonder that

there mould be, notwithftanding, fome analogy
between them. It is this mixture of refem-

blance and diverlity, that makes fome of our
dreams allegorical. But, when that happens, an

attentive obferver, who is free from fupei ftition,

will find that they allude not to what is future, but

to what is prefent or paft, unlefs where we have

been anticipating fome future event; in which cafe

our dreams may poffibly refemble our conjectures.

Now, ifour conjectures be right, and ifour dreams

refemble them, it may happen that there fhall he
a likenefs between a certain dream and a future

occurrence : but in this there is nothing more fu-

perriatural, than that I mould dream to-night of
what I have been employed in to-day ; for this is

nothing more than a particular train of thought

imprefTed upon us in fleep, by a certain previous
train ofthought into which reafon and experience
had led us when awake. For example, When I

fee
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fee a man diflipating his fortune by debauchery, I

may, with reafon, apprehend that difeafe and po-

verty will foon overtake him. If this conjecture

trouble me in the day-time, it may alfo recur in

Deep, accompanied with fome vifionary circum-

ftances ;
and I mall dream, perhaps, that I fee him

in rags and mifery. Suppofe this really to happen
foon after, what opinion am I to entertain concern-

ing my dream ? Surely I have no more reafon to

confider it as prophetical, than I have to look

upon the conjecture which gave rife to it as the

effect of infpiration.

Some of our dreams bear little or no refem-

blance to any thing that ever before occurred to

our fenfcs, or fancy. But this is not common,

except in bad health. It holds true in general,

that dreams are an imitation, though often a very

extravagant one, of reality.

There are people who obferve, that one parti-

cular dream frequently returns upon them. So-

crates, in the Phtedo of Plato^ tells his friend,

that he had all his life been haunted with a vifion

of this kind, in which one feemed to fay to him,
that he ought to ftudy mufic. If this repetition

of dreams be the effect of habit, which is not

unlikely, we may from it learn the expediency
of concealing fuch as are difagreeable, and ba-

niming them from our thoughts as foon as we
can. Indeed, it is a vulgar obfervation, that they
who never fpeak of dreams are not often troubled

with them.

Intern-
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Intemperance of every kind, in eating or

drinking, in fleep or watching, in reft or exer-

cife, tends to make dreams difagreeable ;
and

therefore, one end of dreaming may be, to re-

commend fobriety and moderation. For the

time we may employ in fleep bears a great pro-

portion to the whole of human life
; and, if

there be any expedient for rendering that por-
tion of our time agreeable, it is furely worth

while to put it in pradice. Habits of virtue and

fobernefs, the repreflion of turbulent defires,

and the indulgence of pious, focial, and cheerful

difpofitions, are, for the moft part, effectual

in giving that lightnefs to the animal fpirits, and

that calm temperature to the blood, which

promote thoughts pleafurable through the

day, and fweet ilumber and eafy dreams by

night.

The ancients thought, that morning- dreams

come neareft the truth. In the morning, no

doubt, the perfpiration and digeftion continued

through the night will make the flomacb, and

the whole frame of the body, more compofed
and cool than when we go to fleep : and hence,

perhaps, it is not abfurd to fay, that dreams

may be more regular then, and more like real

life. But if we have pafled the earlier hours

of the morning without fleep, and fall a-doz-

ing about the time we ufually rife, our dreams

are feldom agreeable, and our (lumber is rather

flupifying
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ftupifying than falutary ;
whence we may per-

haps infer, that it is the intention of Nature that

we Ihould rife early, and at a ftated hour.

As agreeable thoughts accompany good health ;

as violent paffions, and even phrenfy, are the

attendants of certain difeafes ; as dullnefs and

confufion of thought may be occafioned by a

loaded ftomach
; and, as the fwallowing ofmuch

ftrong liquor produces a temporary madnefs
;

as our thoughts, I fay, when we are awake, are

fo much determined by our bodily habit, it is

no wonder that they fhould be ftill more liable

to fuch influence when we are afleep. Accord-

ingly, certain dreams do, for the moft part, ac-

company certain pofitions and ftates of the body.
When our breathing is in any degree interrupted,

by our head falling awry, by the bed-clothes

prefling on our mouth and noftrils, or by any
internal diforder, we are apt to dream of going,
with great uneafmefs, through narrow paflages,

where we are in danger of fuffocation. When,

the ftate of the ftomach and bowels occalions

any convulfive motion in the jaws, a thing not

uncommon in fleep, and which frequently pro-

duces a ftrong compreffion and grinding of the

teeth, we are apt to dream that the teeth are

loofe, or falling out, or that our mouth is full of

pins, or of fomething very difagreeable. In cold

weather, too, when by any accident we throw

afide the bed-clothes, we fometimes dream of

9
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going naked. Of all thefe fads I have often

had experience, and, if the thing could be ac-

curately attended to, 1 make no doubt but many
of our dreams may be accounted for in the fame

manner : and therefore, when we have an un-

common dream, we ought not to lock forward

with apprehenfion, as if it were to be the fore-

runner of calamity ;
but rather backward to fee

whether we can difcover its caufe, and whether,

from fuch a difcovery, we may not learn fome-

thing that may be profitable to our health.

In fome conftitutions, certain dreams do ge-

nerally go before, or accompany the beginnings
of certain difeafes. When, for example, there

is any tendency to fever, we are apt to dream

of performing, with great labour, fome work,

we know not precifely what, in which we never

make any progrefs. This imagination will oc-

cur in fleep, even while one has no means of

obferving, when awake, any fymptom that

could lead one to fufpect one's health to be in

danger; and, when it does occur, may it not

give warning to make fome change in the ordi-

nary regimen, to eat or drink lefs than ufual,

or have rec.ourfe to fome of thofe other methods

whereby acute diftempers are prevented ? In

general, when one is haunted more than ufual

with difagreeable dreams, it may, I think, be

taken as a fign that fomething is wrong in the

conftitution
;

and therefore that temperance,

fading.
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fading, or exercife, may be requifite to avert

the impending evil. And thefe are remedies

which one may have recourfe to
; and in regard

to Which one may venture to make a few ex-

periments, in almoft any circumftances. Agree-
able dreams I would take for the figns of health^

and accordingly confider them as good, and

not evil.

If you approve of thefe remarks, you (hall

have more on the fame fubjeol:, in a few days,

from

Yours, &c.

YOL. II.
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N 74. SATURDAY, January 22, 1780*

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,
T N my laft, I hinted that dreams may be ufe-

ful, as phyfical admonitions. What if I

fhould go a ftep further, and fay, that they may
be ferviceable as means of our moral improve-
ment ? I will not affirm, however, as fome have

done, that by them we may make a more ac-

curate difcovery of our temper and ruling paf-

fions, than by obferving what pafTes in our

minds when awake : for, in fleep, we are very

incompetent judges of ourfelves, and of every

thing elle ;
and one will dream of committing

crimes with little remorfe, which, if awake, one

could not think of without horror. But, as

many of our paffions are inflamed or allayed by
the temperature of the body, this, I think, may
be faid with truth, that, by attending to what

paflfes
in fleep, we may fometimes difcern what

paffions
are predominant, and, confequently,

receive fome uieful cautions for the regulation

of them. A man dreams, for example, that he

is in a violent anger, and that he (hikes a blow

which
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which knocks a perfon down, and kills him.

He awakes in horror at the thought of what he

lias reafon to apprehend ;
and while, after a mo-

ment's recollection, he rejoices to find that it

is but a dream, he will alfo be inclinable to form

refolutions againft violent anger, left it fhould,

one time or other, hurry him on to a real perpe-

tration of a like nature. If we ever derive this

advantage from a dream, we cannot pronounce
it ufelefs. And this, or a fimilar advantage, may
fometimes be derived from dreaming. For why
may we not, in this way, reap improvement
from a fiction of our own fancy, as well as from

a novel, or a fable of ^Efop ?

One of the fineft moral tales I ever read, is an

account ofa dream in the TATLER, which, though
it has every appearance of a real dream, com-

prehends a moral fo fublime and fo interefting,

that I queftion whether any man who attends to

it can ever forget it ; and if he remembers, whe-

ther he can ever ceafe to be the better for it.

ADDISON is the author of the paper ; and I fhall

give the ftory in his own elegant words.
"

I was once," fays the TATLER,
"

in
' u

agonies of grief that are unutterable, and in
" fo great a diftradion of mind, that I thought

myfelf even out of the poflibility of receiv-

ing comfort.' The occaiion was as follows :

" When I was a youth, in a part of the army
" which was then quartered at Dover, I fell in

i 2 4< love

cc
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" love with an agreeable young woman of
" a good family in thofe parts, and had the
" fatisfacHon of feeing my addreffes kindly re-
"

ceived, which occafioned the perplexity I am
"

going to relate. We were, in a calm evening,
"

diverting ourfelves, on the top of a cliff, with
" the profpect of the fea ; and trifling away the
" time in fuch little fondnefles as are moft
" ridiculous to people in bufmefs, and moft
"

agreeable to thofe in love. In the midft of
" thefe our innocent endearments, fhe fnatched
" a paper of verfes out of my hand, and ran
"

away with them. I was following her ; when
" on a fudden the ground, though at a
"

confiderable diftance from the verge of the
"

pecipice, funk under her, and threw her down,
" from fo prodigious an height, upon fuch a
"

range of rocks, as would have darned her
"

into ten thoufand pieces had her body been
" made of adamant. It is much eafier for my
" reader to imagine my ftate of mind upon fuch
" an occafion, than for me to exprefs it. I faid

to myfelf, It is not in the power of Heaven

to relieve me when I awaked, equally tranf-

ported and aftonifhed, to fee myfelf drawn
" out ofan affliction, which, the very moment be-
"

fore, appeared to be altogether inextricable."

What fable of <fop, nay of Homer, or

of Virgil, conveys fo fine a moral ! Yet moft

people have, if I miftake not, met with fuch

deliverances

"

<t
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deliverances by means of a dream. And fuch

a deliverance will every good man meet with at

laft, when he is taken away from the evils of

life, and awakes in the regions of everlafting light

and peace ; looking back upon the world, and

all its troubles, with a furprife and a fatisfadtion,

fimilar in kind, though incomparably higher in

degree, to that which we now feel, when we

efcape from a terrifying dream, and open our

eyes upon the fweet ferenity of a fummer

morning. Let us not defpife inftruction, how
mean foever the vehicle may be that brings
it. Even if it be a dream, let us learn to

profit by it. For, whether afleep or awake,
we are equally the care of Providence ; and

neither a dream, nor a waking thought, can

occur to us, without the permiffion of Him
in whom we live, and move, and have our

being.

Some men dream more, and others lefs ;

and fome, perhaps, though thefe are few, none

at all. This cannot be fully accounted for, from

the different degrees of health which different

men enjoy, nor from their different ways of

life j though thefe, and the like peculiarities,

may no doubt have fome influence. Perfons

who think muchj and take little bodily exer-

cife, will, perhaps, be found to be the greateft

dreamers
; efpecially if their imagination be active

and their nervous fyftem very fenfible
; which

i 3 laft
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laft is too commonan in firmity among men of

learning. The fleep of the labouring man is,

fweet and found ;
and his dreams he rarely re-

members : for the faculties of his mind are not

much employed, his nerves are ftrong, and the.

fphere of his imagination is narrow. As Nature

does nothing in vain, is it not probable that,

to the conftitutions of fome people, dreaming

may be more neceflary, as a mental recreation,

than to thofe of others ? To meditate conti-

nually on one fet of objects, is detrimental to

health, and even to reafon ; and, when one is

opprefled with low fpirits, which often proceed

from this very caufe, the phyfician never fails

to recommend amufements, company, travelling,

fea-voyages, and other expedients, for leading

the mind out of its old gloomy track, reftem-

ing it with new ideas, and forcing it to exert

itfelf with unufual energy, and in a new di-

rection.

Go, foft enthufiaft, quit the cyprefs groves,

Nor to the rivulet's lonely meanings tune

Your fad complaint. Go feek the cheerful haunts

Of men, and mingle with the buttling crowd.

Lay fchemes for wealth, or power, or fame, the wifti

Of nobler minds, and pufh them night and day,
Or join the caravan, in queft of fcenes

New to the eye, and
fluffing every hour,

Beyond the Alps, beyond the Appenines.

Or, more adventurous, rufh into the field

"Where war grows hot, and raging through the fky

The



N*74 T H E M I R R O R. 119

The lofty trumpet fwells the maddening foul ,

And in the hardy camp, and toilfome march,

Forget all fofter and lefs manly cares.

ARMSTRONG.
.

Men, therefore, who think more than others,

may have more need than others have of that

amufement and variety which is produced by

dreaming. Certain it is, that dreams are often

a relief to thofe who are in perplexity, or who
have long been ruminating upon difagreeable

objects, or upon any one fet of ideas which

they cannot eafily get rid of. Nor is it necef-

fary in order to effect this, that a dream fhould

in itfelf be pleafing. Scenes of
difficulty, and

even of danger, are, as we have feen, recom-

mended to the patient opprefled with melan-

choly ; and, if a dream fhall only give a new

impulfe, even for a fhort time, to the minds of

thofe perfons of whom I now fpeak, it may do
them an important fervice, however difagreeable
in itfelf. Seldom, indeed, are they happy in

their dreams, whofe faculties are worn out with
much thinking.

Dreams depend, in part, on the date of the

air. That which has power over the paffions,

may reafonably be prefumed to have power
over the thoughts of men. For the thoughts
that occur to a mind actuated by arty paffion,
are always congenial to that paflion, and tend

to encourage it. Now, moft people know

14 by
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by experience, how effectual, in producing

joy and hope, are pure lilies and funfhine, and

that a long continuance of dark weather brings
on folicitude and melancholy. This is parti-

cularly the cafe with thofe perfons whofe

nervous fyftem has been weakened by a feden-*

tary life and much thinking 5 and they, as I

hinted formerly, are moft fubjecl: to trouble-

fome dreams. If the external air can affect

the motions of fo heavy a fubftance as mer-

cury, in the tube of the barometer, we need

not wonder that it fhould affect thofe finer liquids

that circulate through the human body. And
if our paffions and thoughts, when we are awake,

may be varioufly modified by the confiftency,

defect, or redundance of thefe liquids, and by
the ftate of the tubes through which they cir-

culate, need we wonder that the fame thing fhould

happen in deep, when our ideas, difengaged from

the controul of reafon, may be fuppofed to be

more obfequious to material impulfe ? When the

air is loaded with grofs vapour, dreams are ge-

nerally difagreeable to perfons of a delicate con-

ftitution.

If, then, our thoughts in fleep may receive

form and colour from fo many circumftances ;

from the general (late of our health, from the

prefent ftate of the ftomach and fluids, from

the temperature of the air, from the pofition of

external objects in contact with our body, and

from
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from the tenour of our thoughts through the

day
*

; fliall we be furprifed at the variety of

our dreams ? and when any uncommon or dif-

agreeable dream occurs, is it not more rational

to refer it to one or other of thefe caufes, than

to terrify ourfelves with a foolim conceit, that

it is fupernatural, and betokens calamity ? How
often, during the day, do thoughts arife, which

we cannot account for, as uncommon perhaps,
and incongruous, as thofe which compofe owe

dreams ? Once, after riding thirty miles in a

very high wind, I remember to have pafled a

night of dreams that were, beyond defcription,

terrible ; infomuch, that I at laft found it ex-

pedient to keep myfelf awake, that I might no

more be tormented with them. Had I been

fuperftitious, I mould have thought that fome

difafter was impending. But it occurred to me,
that the tempeftuous weather I had encountered

the preceding day might be the occafion of all

thofe horrors ; and I have fince, in fome me-

dical author, met with a remark to juftify the

conjecture. A very flight caufe may check that

infenfible perfpiration which is fo neceflary to

health ; and when this happens, we cannot

exped: that our dreams fhould be fo eafy as at

other times. Let no one, then, be alarmed at

an uncommon dream. It is probably nothing

* See Number 73,

more
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more than a fymptom of a trifling bodily dif-

order : and, if fo, it has nothing more to do

with futurity, nor is one whit more fuper-

natural, than a cut-finger, or a pang of the

tooth-ach.

Concerning the opinion, which fome have

entertained of our dreams being fuggefted by
invifible beings, I mail only fay, that I think

it very improbable. For, firft, I fee no reafon

for believing that the Deity would employ
" millions of fpiritual creatures" in fuch an

office as that of fuggefting our ordinary dreams.

Secondly, I cannot conceive how thofe crea-

tures mould be affected, in fuch an operation,

by the external air, or by the ftate of our health,

which are known to have great influence on

pur thoughts, both in fleep and when we are

awake. Arid, thirdly, From what we know of

the rapidity of our fancy when awake, we need

not fuppofe any foreign impulfe neceflary to

produce the various appearances of dreaming ;

as the foul feems to pofTefs in herfelf powers
fufficient for that purpofe. Madnefs, melan-

choly, and many other difeafes, give an extra-

vagance to the thoughts of waking men, equal,

or even fuperior, to what happens in fleep. If

the agency of unfeen beings is not fuppofed to

produce the firft, why fhould we have recourfe

to it in order to account for the laft ? But it is

urged, that, in fleep, the foul is paffive,
and is

haunted
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haunted by vifions, which (he would gladly get

rid of if fhe could. And it may be urged, in

anfwer, for it is no lefs true, that perfons

affli&ed with anxiety and melancholy, too often

find, to their fad experience, that their foul is

almoft equally paflive when they are awake ;

for that they are, even then, haunted with the

moft tormenting thoughts, from which all their

powers of reafon, all the exertions of their will,

and all the exhortations of their friends, cannot

effectually relieve them.

To conclude: Providence certainly fuperin-*

tends the affairs of men ; and often, we know
not how often, interpofes for our prefervation.

It would, therefore, be prefumptuous to affirm,,

that fupernatural cautions, in regard to futurity,

are never communicated in dreams. The de-

fign of thefe remarks, is not to contradict any
authentic experience, or hiftorical fact, but only
to fhow that dreams may proceed from a va-

riety of caufes that have nothing fupernatural

in them
;
and that, though we are not much

acquainted with the nature of this wonderful

mode of perception,, we know enough of it to

fee that it is not ufelefs or fuperfluous, but may,
on the contrary, anfwer fome purpofes of

great importance to our welfare both ia foul and

tody,

I am yours, &c.

INSOMNIOSUS.
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N 75. TUESDAY, January 25, 1780,

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR;

SIR,
TT REMARK, that you meddle not with the high
-* matters of politics. For this, you muft an-

fwer to yourfelf, being that you are able to write

printed papers. I am a member of eighty-five

focieties, all zealous for the liberty of the prefs,

In confiftency with, and in conformity to, our

eftablifhment
;
and fo I think that you are at

liberty to write of thofe things only whereof you
have underftanding ; and if fo be that, by reafon

of your filence, you abufe, or, as one may fay,

vilipend the liberty of the prefs, judge you your-

felf; as for me, I fay nothing.

But, although you give us no news yourfelf,

perhaps you have fomething to fay with the

gentlemen who make the news
;
and if fo, I

hope that you will recommend it to them fo to

write, as that they may be underftood of men
who are not book-learned.

They, being book-learned gentlemen, write

in divers tongues, whereby we poor fimple men
are at a lofs, and Europe may be overthrown by

compacts
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compacts and afibciations, or ever we can under-

ftand the danger.

Not many days ago, I read in the news, that

fome good men put up an advertifement on a

ftatue, with this fuperfcription, pro patr'ia mori,

and that the fuperfcription rejoiced all honed

hearts. I enquired of our deacon^ who received

the rudiments of his education at the gfammar-
fchool of Lefmahagoe, what was the meaning of

the words ; and he made anfwer, that the words

were Latin, and that he thought they would be

found in the Latin Dictionary ; the which having

got, I, on fearching, difcovered that/ro figni-

fied for thefake of,
and that patria fignified a

man's native country ,
and that mori fignifiedy00/*/S

andfilly perfons.
Wherefore, by joining together the words, I

conjectured, moreover, that the interpretation of

pro patria mori vtzsfoolifh orfilly perfonsfor the

fake of their native country ; or that they who aft

for their native country are foolijh and fdly

perfons.

Now, Sir, if fo be that this is fo, I moreover

conjecture, that the honeft men who put up the

advertifement, and they who rejoiced thereat,
were deceived through ignorance of the Latin

tongue, and that to them there was no caufe of

rejoicing.

Of that tongue I think no good : it is re-

ported amongft us, tfrat the mafs is written in it,

the
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the which I renounce, and alfo abominate, &c.

I am, Sir, your Honour's, to ferve you at com-

mand,

TIMOTHY SHUTTLEWORTH.

JP. S. Weaving performed in all its branches

at reafonable rates ; alfo, cloth taken in for the

Dalquharn bleachfield.

MY worthy correfpondent Mr. Shuttleworthj

in the after-part of his letter, intrufts me with

his fentiments concerning fome very momentous

fubjecls ; but I fhould not deferve the honour

of his friendfhip, were I to impart to the Public

what has been communicated to me in confi-

dence.

Not knowing his direction, and hot having
been favoured with a cypher from him, I can

only fay, that
"

n. p. had no more influence in
" the matter of the c. p. and the /. b. than
" th m n of th m n ; and of this Mr*
w Shuttleworth may reft aflured."

With refpecl to the Latin words, which have

been the innocent caufe of fo much uneafmefs to

him, they are taken from a Roman poet, but

no Roman Catholic : in metre accommodated to

the courfe of my friend's ftudies, they fignify,

That for our father's land to die, it is a comely thing.

5 As,
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As, indeed, / meddle not 'with the high matters of

politics ,
I fhall !only add, that it is to be hoped

there are very few who confult Sbuttlewortb's

dictionary.

Since I have been defired to advife the Author4

of newfpapers to write intelligibly, I muft fay

fomething on that fubjeft, left my filence ftiould

be conftrued into an acknowledgment ofmy little

credit with thofe gentlemen.

Of their {kill in the learned languages, I pre-

tend not to give any opinion. Thus much, how-

ever, I may be allowed to fay without offence,

that they are the hiftorians of the vulgar ; that,

in our country, the perfons who pafs under the

name of the vulgar, are not unconcerned fpec-

tators of national events ; and,
"
that what re-

""
lates to all, ought to be underftood of all."

A man may write in the native language of

his readers, and yet be unintelligible. For ex-

ample, when contrary propofitions are pofitively

aflerted, when paragraphs encounter with para-

graphs, and "
joftle in the dark," what muft be

the ftate of him who fits down to fpell the newf-

papers with the determined refolution of believ-

ing whatever he fees in print \

There is a pleafure in giving good advice
;
and

therefore I muft take this opportunity of going
a little beyond my friend's commiffion.

A witty ftatefman of the days of our fathers

obferved,
" that John Bull was always in the

"
garret,
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garretj or in the cellar." John's own fifter

Margaret, although not quite fo delicate in her

fenfations, has much of the family difpofition.

If the wind fets in to the eaft, then we are a be-

trayedj and abandoned, and loft people ; but ort

the wind coming round to the weft, what naYiori

fo glorious and well-governed as ours ? Our per-
fidious enemies fhall know what it is to roufe

the Lion, to annoy the Tbiflle, or to put the Harp
out of tune.

Such being the difpofition of readers apt to

be deprefled or elevated on every occafion, or

on no occafion, the writers of newfpapers ought
to be cautious as well in flackening as in over-

bracing the nerves of their cuftomers ; and the

only method I can recommend for attaining this

happy medium, is,
" that they report nothing but

44 what they believe to be true ;'* or, if that be

to require too much of flefh and blood,
"

that
44

they report nothing which they believe to be
tt

fictitious."

The Britannia, captain George Manly com-

mander, is totally loft on the coaft of Barbary j

"
every foul on board perifhed.'*

On board the Britannia there was the only
fon of a widow, whofe fmgle fund of fubfiftence

depended on that pittance of his wages which

her dutiful child allotted to her. In the fame fhip

there was a fober and induftrious young man,
who had quitted his wife a few months after

marriage,

"

"
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marriage, that he might provide for a young
creature whom he hoped to fee in its mother's

arms at his return.

"
It is confidently reported, that fix or feven

" men of the crew of the Britannia got fafely to

"
more, and that they were made (laves, unlefs,

"
as is to be feared, they were murdered by the

" natives." Here there is a gleam of miferable

and dubious hope darting on the minds of thofe

who had relations on board the Britannia.

" The Britannia is fafely arrived at Port Ma-
" hon ; fo that the report of her having been
"

loft is without foundation." The inference

is moft logical !

In the very next paragraph it is faid,
" We

" have the pleafure of informing the Public, that

" a capital figure-dancer will foon make his ap-
"

pearance on the ftage."

Are not fuch things to be found in the newf-

papers of every week ;
and is it not a cruel fport-

ing with the fenfibilities of human nature, thus

to wring the fouls of parents and wives, of the

aged and the helplefs, and that merely to fill up
the columns of a newfpaper ?

It is of high national importance that the very
earlieft notice mould be given of the near ap-

pearance of a figure-dancer ; but, furely, there

was no neceflity of faying any thing of the Bri-

tannia, in whofe fate the fates of fo many little

families were involved, until it mould have been

VOL. if. K certainly
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certainly known whether fhe was wrecked, or

had fafely arrived in port.

Of late years there has a practice crept in, of

making the newfpapers not only the vehicle of

public intelligence, but alfo of the misfortunes,

real or imaginary, of private families. For ex-

ample:
" We hear that Mrs. Gadabout was lately

" detected in an illicit commerce with her huf-
" band's poftillion, and that a procefs of divorce

"
will be brought," &c.

Invention immediately bufies itfelf in account-

ing for this incident. After the firft ceremonies

of furprife and deep regret, the education of the

lady is fcrutinized
;

it was too ftrict, or it was

too loofe : the character of the hufband is laid

before the inqueft of goflips : he was morofe and

fullen, or he fet an example of extravagance and

libertinifm, which poor Mrs. Gadabout inconfi-

derately followed. Then fome one, more expert
in tracing effects to their caufe, recollects having

heard, that fomething of a like nature befel the

family many years ago ; and that the grand-aunt
of Mrs. Gadabout's father, if common fame lie

not, ftept afide with the Duke of Buckingham,
when he attended Charles II. in Scotland.

In this ftate of uncertainty things remain for a

week or two, when frefli intelligence is commu-
nicated to the Public. " The report of Mrs.
" Gadabout's affair is premature. The former
"

article was copied from another paper. We
2 "

hope
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hope that all concerned will accept of this apo-
"

logy." Doubtlefs a moft fatisfying apology
to all concerned !

The writers of newfpapers are the hiftorians of

the day, but I fee no caufe why they fhould be

the hiftorians of the lie of the day.

N 76. SATURDAY, January 29, 1780.

E F i N E.M E N T and delicacy of mind are

not more obfervable in our ferious occu-

pations, than in the ftyle of our amufements.

Of thofe who poflefs them, the moft vacant

hours will generally be informed by tafte, or en-

livened by imagination ; but with men deftitute

of that fentiment which they infpire, pleafure will

commonly degenerate into groflhefs, conviviality

into intemperance, and mirth into riot.

Mr. Melfort is one of my friend Mr. Umphra-
inlles early acquaintance, who continues to refide

in this city, and of whom he ftill retains fome

refemblance.

That gentleman, in his youth, had applied

to the ftudy of the law, and was admitted to

the bar
; but having foon after fucceeded to a

tolerable fortune, he derives no other benefit

from his profeflion than an apology for refiding

part of the year in town, and fuch a general

K 2 acquaint-
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acquaintance there, as enables him to fpend his

time in that fociety which is fluted to his difpo-

fition. He is often, indeed, to he feen in court ;

but he comes there only as he does to the cofFee-

houfe, to enquire after the news of the day, or to

form a party for fome of thofe dinners which he

ufually gives.

In my friend's laft vifit to town, he met with

this gentleman, and came under an engagement
to dine with him. I was afked to be of the party,

and attended him accordingly.

The company was a large one. Befides Mrs.

Melfort and her two daughters, there were three

other young ladies who appeared to be inti-

mate in the family. The male part of the com-

pany was ftill more numerous. It confided,

befide our landlord, Mr. Umpbraville, and my-
felf, of two lawyers, a phyfician, a jolly-looking

man in the uniform of a fea- officer, and a gentle-

man advanced in life, who had fomewhat of the

air and manner of a foreigner, and, I afterwards

learned, had left this country at an early age, and

lived chiefly abroad ever fmce.

Mr. Umpbraville, who was feated next Mrs.

Melfort) feemed not lefs pleafed with the con-

verfation than with the manners of that lady,

who is indeed perfectly well-bred and accom-

plifhed ;
and the ftranger, whofe name was

Melville, appeared equally to relifh the fpiritwhich

diftinguifhed the difcourfe of Mr. Umpbraville.
I had
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I had early obferved him to mark my old friend,

as a member of the company not the leaft worthy
of his attention.

The dinner was fucceeded by a round of

toafts, during which the ladies received fcarce

any other mark of attention from the company,
Mr. Umpbraville, Mr. Melville, and myfelf, ex-

cepted, than that of Mr. Melfort\ calling for their

toafts, which he always diftinguimed, by defiring

us tp fill a bumper.

Immediately after this ceremony was ended,

they withdrew ; a circumftance which feemed

nowife difagreeable to the company they left,

the greateft part of whom had hitherto fat mute,
and plainly felt the prefence of the ladies a re-

flraint on the freedom and jollity of converfation.

They had no fooner retired, than Mr. Mel-

fort, raifmg himfelf in his chair, announced a

bumper to the ladies who had left us ; an order

which was readily complied with, and feemed

to fpread an air of fatisfaction around the table.

The fea-captain faid, he was glad the frigates had

fheered off;
" and now," added he,

"
if you

"
pleafe, Mr. Melfort, as the fignal is given, we

"
may clear the decks and form the line of

" battle."

The Captain's joke was applauded with a

loud laugh ; during which honeft Umpbraville^
whofe face is no hypocrite, caft to my fide of

the table a look of difpleafure and contempt,

K 3 which
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which I was at no lofs to interpret. Mean-

time the fervants removed one half of the table,

that we might fit fociably, as Mr. Me/fort

termed it, round the other, which was imme-

diately furnimed with a fet of frefh glaiTes, and

cleared of every incumbrance that might retard

the circulation of the bottle.

Our friends, who had been fo Client during

the prefence of the ladies, now began to take

their revenge, and enlarge their fliare of the

converfation in proportion to the number of

bumbers they fwallowed : they vied with each

other in the number of their ftories and their

jokes; all of which feemed to be equally relifh-

ed
;
and not the lefs fo, that they now became

fomewhat loofe and licentious.

Mr. Melville had at firft endeavoured, though
in a very eafy and polite manner, to give fome-

what of a more refined turn to the converfation ;

but his endeavours, though fupported by a good
deal of wit and vivacity, could not long with-

ftand the general difpofition of the company.
He now found himfelf as little able to relifh their

merriment as Mr. Umpbraville^ next whom he

was feated ; and they had begun to enter into

converfation of a very different kind, when Um-

pbraville received a flap on the fhoulder from one

of the company, who at the fame time reminded

him that he was hunted.

My
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My friend was at firft ftartled with a familia-

rity to which he was little accuftoraed ; having
recovered his compofure, however, he thanked

the gentleman, though with an air rather formal

and referved, for his attention, and drank off

his bumper. But having, it feems, left a little

more than was proper in the bottom of his glafs,

he was faluted with a call of " No heeltaps /'*

from another corner of the table. This enig-
matical advice being explained to him, he com-

plied with it alfo, faying, however, with his

natural firmnefs of tone and manner,
" That it

" was his rule to fill and drink his glafs when
" and how he pleafed ; and that, as he had
"

already gone greater lengths than ufual, Mr.
"

Mclfort muft excufe him if he did not now
"

depart from it."

I faw that Mr. Umphraville was now heartily

tired of the company, and was not forry when,
a little after this incident, both he and Mr.

Melville withdrew. Having remained long

enough to witnefs fome jocular remarks to

\vhich this gave occafion, I followed them to

the drawing-room, where I found they were
much more agreeably employed in drinking
coffee with Mrs. Melfort^ while one of her

daughters obliged my old friend by playing fome
Scots airs upon the harpfichord, which the other

accompanied with a voice equally fweet and ex- .

preffive.

K 4 The
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The converfation which fucceeded was fup-

ported in an eafy agreeable manner, by Mr.

Melville and the ladies, with that mixture of

ferious remark which made it not unpleafing to

Mr. Umpbraville; nor did he fufFer in their opi-

nion by the part he occafionally took in it. The

filent approbation of his countenance, during

the performance of the young ladies, and the

obfervations which it gave him an opportunity

of making on the character of our native mufic,

had already made the old gentleman a favourite;

nor were the reft of the company difpleafed with

the turn of his fentiments, when he complained,

that the drawing-rooms, where, in his younger

days, the ladies and gentlemen were accuftomed

to the company of each other, were now almoft

totally deferted ; and that, as far as he could

obferve amidft the boafted refinement of mo-
dern manners, the gentlemen paid lefs atention

to the ladies, both in public places and in private

fociety, than they had done fifty years ago.

After fome time pafled in this manner, the

noife of laughter and of vociferation on the

flairs announced the approach of Mr. Melfort
and his company. The phyfician, and one of

the lawyers, were indeed the only members of

it who had chofen to attend him to the drawing--
room ;

both of whom were prodigioufly flufter-

ed ; and yet, to my aftoniihment, they con-

trived to put a decent face upon it, and fell into

fewer
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fewer improprieties than could have been ex-

pected. A drawing-room, however, was not

their element
; and, after fwallowing a little

coffee, they withdrew, leaving horieft Melfort
faft afleep in a corner of the fettee.

Mr. Umphraville and I took our leave. We
were fcarce out of the houfe when he exclaimed,

" rus ! quango ego te ajplciam T*

And after a little paufe,
" Good God !" faid

he,
"

Charles^ 'can fuch fcenes be common at
"

poor Melforfs ? To what a degree muft he
" have loft all refpect for himfelf, and all tafte

" for true happinefs, who, for fuch fociety as
" we have this day witnefled, can forego the
"

agreeable converfation of his own family, or
" who can allow the elegance of their amufe-
" ments to be difturbed by the intrufion of his

"
loofe and riotous companions?"
I reprefented to my friend, that he faw the

matter in too ftrong a light. I obferved, that

the excefs on this occafion had probably been

greater than ufual ;
Mr. Melfort was nowife

fmgular in the manner of entertaining his

friends
; that, in this country, the general opi-

nion juftified the obfervation of the poet,
u Fe-

" cundi calices quern non fecere difertum ;" that

wine was fuppoied neceflary to remove the na-

tural referve of our manner, and give a proper

degree of cafe and ipirit to our converfation.

As
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As to the appearance of Melfort and his friends

in .the drawing-room, I obferved, that a little

habit made the occafional intrufion of a drunken

company be confidered as a fort of interlude,

which ladies could bear without uneafmefs; and,

at any rate, as it was an equal chance that their

future hufbands would give fuch dinners, and

receive fuch guefts, as their father did, it might
not be improper to accuftorn them, in their earlier

days, to a fpecies of converfation and behaviour

which they muft afterwards be obliged to endure.
"
Ay," fays he,

"
Charles^ this is your way ;

<c the follies of mankind are familiar to you,
" and you are always ready to find an apology
" for them ; but I, who, for many years, have
"

only heard of.them, cannot be fuppofed to bear
"

their defects with as much patience. I am fick

" of this town of yours ; and, though I could
" have as much pleafure as any man in wit-
"

neffing fuch elegant manners, and partaking
" in fuch agreeable converfation, as we faw and
"

enjoyed during a part of this evening ; if I

" muft purchafe it by fharing in the intempe-
"

ranee, the rioife, and the folly which fucceeded
u

it, mould you wonder if I long to return to
"
my books and my folitude ?"

K
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N 77. TUESDAY, February I, 1780.

All impediments in fancy 3
courfet

Are motives of more fancy.
SHAKESPEARE.

A MIDST the variety of objects around us,
**

phitofophers have frequently been em-

ployed in pointing out and diftinguifhing thofe

which are the fources of pleafure, and thofe

which are productive of pain; they have endea-

voured alfo to inveftigate the caufes and the

qualities in the different objects by which their

effects are produced. I fufpect that, in many
cafes, we muft be obliged to have recourfe to

the original conftitution of our frame, and that

the moft penetrating philofophical inquiries can

often go no farther than to fay, Thus Nature has

made us.

But whatever may be the original fources of

our pleafure and pain, it is certain that there

are various circumftances which may be pointed

out, as adding to, or diminiming, both the one

and the other ; circumftances by which the

warmth of expectation may be heighted or al-

layed, and the pangs of difappomtment increafed

or mitigated.

It
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It is a common obfervation, the juftice of

which, I believe, will not be difputed, that

every paffion increafes according to the difficulty

there is in its gratification. When once a de-

fire for a certain object is raifed, every oppo-
fition which occurs to the attainment of it, pro-
vided it be not fuch as cuts off all hopes of fuc-

ceeding, and every perplexity and embarrafTment

thrown in the way, when the mind is engaged
in the purfuit, enflames the defire ; the object

becomes heightened and exaggerated in our

ideas, the mind grows more attached to it, and

the expectation of enjoyment from the pofleffion

is increafed.

To account for this appearance in our nature,

it may be obferved, that nothing is fo apt to

make an object figure in the imagination, as to

have our attention long and earneftly fixed up-
on it. This makes it appear in ftronger and

more lively colours. If it be an object of de-

fire, it appears more and more calculated to give

pleafure ;
if an object of averfion, it appears

more and more calculated to produce pain.

Every time we view it, there is an addition

made to the impreffion we have received. The
fenfations it has already given us ftill continue,

and the paffion it has created receives additional

force. If the object be pleafant, the mind
dwells upon its good, if difagreeable, upon its

bad
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bad qualities : it broods over tbem, it amplifies,

it exaggerates them.

Now, no circumftance is fo much calculated

to fix the attention upon any particular object,

as thofe difficulties which arife in our purfuit of

it. The mind, unwilling to be overcome, can-

not think of fubmitting to a defeat, or of giving

up thofe expectations of enjoyment which it has

formed. Every little oppofition, therefore, that

is met with, every obftrudtion thrown in the

way, calls forth a frem confideration of the ob-

ject. We take a view of it in its every form,

to try if we can get the better of thofe difficulties,

and remove thofe obftrudtions. The object it-

felf, meanwhile, gains complete pofTeffion of the

foul. It fwells and heightens in our imagination,

and is no longer feen as it is by other men, nor

as it would be by the fame perfon, were other

objects allowed to have place in his mind, or to

divide his attention.

From this circumftance in our nature, that

fixing our attention upon any one object, or fet

of objects, is apt to increafe or heighten them

in our imagination, a variety of remarks might
be made, tending to illuftrate the hiftory of the

human heart. It is owing to this circumftance,

that a general lover feldom forms an attachment

to any particular object. It is from the fame

caufe, that the gentleman, who follows no par-

ticular profeffion, feldom exaggerates the ad-

vantages



142 THE MIRROR. N 77.

vantages of any one. It is the merchant, who
limits his views folely to commerce, that fees in

too ftrong a light the advantages of trade ; it is

the man of learning, who is (hut up within the

walls of a college, that exaggerates the advan-

tages of literature ;
it is the fcholar, who con-

fines himfelf to one branch of fcience, that is

the complete pedant. The moral philofopher
wonders how any man can be occupied by the

dry, unpleafant ftudy of the mathematics, while

the curious fabric of the human mind remains

unexplored. The mathematician is equally fur-

prized that any man mould compare the certainty

of mathematical evidence to the vague inquiries

of the moral philofopher. The geometrician,

who, by the intreaty of his friends was pre-

vailed with to read the Old of Corneille, wondered

that any body mould admire a thing in which

nothing was proved. And the learned Bud<zusy

when he was writing his treatife concerning the

Roman as, being interrupted by his maid fer-

vant, who told him the houfe was on fire, bade

her go tell his wife, for that he did not mind

family-matters.
" What a pity is it," fays a

learned foreign Profeflbr, in writing to his cor-

refpondent in this country,
" what a pity is it,

xt
that the illuftrious Dr. Franklin, the difcoverer

" of electricity, and the author of fo many
" inventions in the fciences, fhould defcend
" from the fublime heights of philofophy, to

rt

employ
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"
employ his time and ftudy in directing the

"
trifling and unimportant contentions of na-

" tions !"

It would far exceed the bounds of this paper
to exhauft this fubject, or to take notice of the

different remarks which may be drawn from it,

either with regard to human fentiments and

conduct, or in relation to the fine arts *. I

{hall therefore confine myfelf to one other ob-

fervation, on a point which has been treated of

by Mr. Addijon^ in the 4oth Number of The

Spectator ,
where he juftifies, againfl the ruling

opinion at that time, the practice of thofe wri-

ters of tragedy, who difregard what are called

the rules of poetical jiiftice.
To his defence of

that practice, I think we may add one argument,
which feems to have efcaped him, drawn from

the effect of the oppofition above mentioned, to

heighten our paffion for a particular object.

There is implanted in the mind of every man
a defire that virtue -fhould be followed by re-

ward, and vice by punimment* But this de-

fire, like every other, gathers new ftrength by
oppofition, and rifes upon refiftance. When,
therefore, a virtuous man, amidft all his virtue,

is reprefented as unhappy, that anxiety which

we feel for his happinefs becomes fo much the

greater; the more undeferved calamities he

meets with, the higher is that principle raifed,

* See Elements ofCriticifm.

by
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by which we defire that he mould attain an ad-

equate reward ; the more he is environed and

perplexed with difficulties, the more earneftly

do we wifh that he may be delivered from them

all
; and, even when he is cut off by premature

death, we follow his memory with the greater

admiration ;
and our refpedt and reverence for

his conduit are increafed fo much the more, as

all our prayers for his happinefs in this life are

difappointed.

On the other hand, with regard to the vi-

cious, nothing excites fo ftrongly our indigna-

tion againft vice, or our defire that it mould be

punifhed, as our beholding the vicious fucceff-

ful, and in the midft of his crimes, enjoying

profperity. Were we always to fee the vicious

man meeting with a proper punimment for his

guilt, wretched and unhappy, our eagernefs

for his puniihinent would fubfide, and our ha-

tred againft him would be converted into pity;

his guilt would be forgotten, and his misfor-

tunes only would affect us. Before the trial of

an atrocious criminal, the unanimous voice of

the Public is, that he mould be led out to punifti-

ment. Suppofe him condemned, how altered

is that voice 1 His fate is now univerfally pitied

and deplored ; and, did not the fafety of thoufands

depend on his
fuffering, hardly, in any cafe, mould

we fee the laws of juftice finally put in execu-

tion.

There
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There can be no good reafon, therefore, for

obferving the rules of what is called poeticaljuf-
tke. The effect which a departure from thefe

rules produces, affords the higheft poflible tefti-

mony in favour of virtue. It fhews that, where

virtue meets with calamities and difappointments,

this, inftead of leffening it in oureftimation, only
attaches us fo much the more warmly to its in-

tercuts; and that, where vice is fuccefsful, inftead

of creating a feeling in its favour, this only in-

creafes our indignation againft it. Were virtue

always fortunate, were vice alwaysunprofperous,
that principle would be enfeebled, by which we
defire the reward of the one, and the punifhment
of the other.

N 78. SATURDAY, February 5, 1780.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,
HPH E praifes of friendjhip^ and defcriptions

of the happinefs arifmg from it, I re-

member to have met with in almoft every book

arid poem fmce firft I could read. I was never

much addicted to reading : and, in this in-

VOL. ii. L ftance,
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ftance, I think, I have little reafon to put con-

fidence in authors. How it may be in their ex-

perience, I know not ; but, in mine, this fame

virtue offriend/kip has tended very little to my
happinefs ; on the contrary, Sir, when I tell you

my fituation, you will find that I am almoft

ruined by my friends.

From my earlieft days I was reckoned one

of the beft-natured fellows in the world
; and,

at fchool, though I muft confefs I did not ac-

quire fo much learning as many of my com-

panions ; yet, even there, I was remarkable

for the acquifition of friends. Even there,

too, I acquired them at fome expence ;
I was

flogged, I dare fay, an hundred times, for the

faults of others, but. was too generous ever to

peach; my companions were generous fellows

too; but it always happened, I don't know how,

that my generofity was on the lofing fide of the

adventure.

I had not been above three years at college,

when the death of an uncle put me in pofleffion

of a very confiderable eftate. As I was not

violently inclined towards literature, I foon

took the opportunity, which this prefented me,
of leaving the univerfity, and entering upon
the world. I put myfelf under the tuition of

one of my companions, who generally fpent

the vacations, and indeed fome of the terms too,

in London ; and took up my refidence in that

city.
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city. There I needed not that propenfity

which I have told you, I always poffeffed, to

acquire a multitude of jriends ;
I found myfelf

furrounded by them in every tavern and coflfee-

houfe about town. But I foon experienced,

that though the commodity was plenty, the

price was high. Befides a confiderable mort-

gage on my eftate, of which one of my beft

friends contrived to poflefs himfelf, I was ob-

liged to expofe my life in a couple of duels, and

had very near loft it by difeafe, in that courfe of

friendfhip which I underwent in the metro-

polis. All this was more a focial facrifice to

others than a gratification to myfelf. Naturally
rather of a fober difpofition, I found more fre-

quently difguft than pleafure amidft thofe fcenes

of diflipation in which I was engaged. I was

often obliged to roar out a catch expreffive of

our happinefs, at the head of a long table in a

tavern, though I would almoft have exchanged

my place for the bench of a galley-flave ; and

to bellow for a bumper, when I would as foon

have fwallowed the bittereft drug in the mop of

my apothecary.

From this fort of bondage I contrived to

emancipate myfelf by matrimony. I married

the fifter of one of my friends, a girl good-na-
tured and thoughtlefs like myfelf, with whom I

foon after retired into the country, and fet out

upon what we thought a fober, well-regulated

L 2 plan.



THE MIRROR. N 78.

plan. The fituation was fo diftant, as to be

quite out of the reach of my former town-com-

panions ; provifions were cheap, and fervants

faithful : in fhort, every thing fo circumftanced,

that we made no doubt of living confiderably
within our income. Our manner of life, how-

ever, was to be as happy as prudent. By the

improvement of my eftate, I was to be equally
amufed and enriched ; my fkill in fportmanfhip

(for I had acquired that fcience to great perfec-

tion at the univerfity) was to procure vigour to

my conftitution, and dainties to my table
; and,

againft the long nights of winter, we were pro-
vided with an excellent neighbourhood.

The laft-mentioned article is the only one

which we have found come entirely up to our

expectations. My talent for friend-making has

indeed extended the limits of neighbourhood a

good deal farther than the word is commonly
underftood to reach. The parim, which is not

a fmall one, the country, which is proportion-

ally extenfive, comes all within the denomina-

tion of neighbourhood with us ; and my neigh-
bour Goojlry^ who pays, me an annual fport-

ing vifit of feveral weeks, lives at leaft
fifty

miles off.

Some of thofe neighbours^ who always be-

come friends at my houfe, have endeavoured to

pay me for their entertainment with their ad-

vice as to the cultivation of my farm, or the

manage-
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management of my eftate
;

but I have gene-

rally found their counfel, like other friendly ex-

ertions, put me out of pocket in the end. Their

theories of agriculture failed in my practice of

them; and the ingenious men they recommend-

ed to me for tenants, feldom paid their rent by
their ingenuity. One gentleman, in particular,

was fo much penetrated by my kindnefs and hof-

pitality, that he generouily communicated to me
a project he had formed, which he (hewed me
to be infallible, for acquiring a great fortune in

a very fliort time, and offered me an equal fhare

in the profits, upon my advancing the fum of

five hundred pounds, to enable him to put his

plan more fpeedily into execution. But, about

a twelvemonth after, I was informed that his

project had mifcarried, and that my five hun-

dred pounds were loft in the wreck of it. This

gentleman is almoft the only one of myfriends^

who, after having been once at my houfe, does

not chufe to frequent it again.

My wife is not a whit lefs happy in acquir-

ing friends than myfelf. Befides all her rela-

tions, of whom (for I chofe a woman of family)
fhe has a very great number, every lady fhe

meets at vifits, at church, or at the yearly races

in our country-town, is fo inftantaneoufly charm-

ed with her manners and converfation, that fhe

finds it impoflible to leave our part of the coun-

try without doing herfelf the pleafure of waiting
L 3 on
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on Mrs. Hearty at her own houfe. Mrs. Hearty's

friends are kind enough to give advice too, as

well as mine. After fuch vifits, I generally find

fome improvement in the furniture of my houfe,

the dreis of my wife, or the livery of my fer-

vants.

The attentions of our friends are fometimes

carried farther than mere words or vifits of com-

pliment ; yet, even then, unfortunately, their fa-

vours are juft fo many taxes upon us. When
I receive a prefent of a delicate falmon^ or a

nice haunch of venifon, it is but a fignal for all

my good neighbours to come and eat at my ex-

pence ; and fome time ago, when a nephew of

my wife fettled abroad, fent me an hogfhead of

excellent claret, it coft me, in entertainments

for the honour of the liquor, what might have

purchafed a tun from the wine-merchant.

After fo many inflances in which my friend-

flips were hurtful to my fortune, I wimed to hit

on the way of making fome of them beneficial to

it. For this purpofe, my wife and I have, for a

good while paft, been employed in looking out

for fome fnug office, or reverfion, to which my
intereft with feveral powerful friends might re-

commend me. But, fomehow or other, our ex-

pectations have been always difappointed ; not

from any want of inclination in our friends to

ferve us, as we have been repeatedly aflured, but

from various unforefeen accidents, to which ex-

2 petations
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peculations of that fort arc particularly liable. la

the courfe of thefe felicitations, I was led to en-

gage in the political interefts of a gentleman, on

whole influence I built the ftrongeft hopes of

fuccefs in my own fchemes ; and I flattered my-
felf, that, from the friendly footing on which I

flood with my neighbours, I might be of confi-

derable fervice to him. This, indeed, he is ex-

tremely ready to acknowledge, though he has

never yet found an opportunity of returning the

favour
; but, in the mean time, it kept my table

open to all hisfriends^ as well as my own, and

coft me, befides, a head-ache twice a week dur-

ing the whole period of the canvas.

In fliort, Mr. MIRROR, I find I can afford

to keep myfelf in friends no longer. I mean to

give them warning of this my refolution as

fpeedily as poflible. Be fo good, therefore, as

inform fuch of them as read your paper, that I

have fhut my gates, locked my cellar, turned

off my cook, difpofed of my dogs, forgot my
acquaintance, and am refolved henceforward,

let people fay of me what they will, to be no

one sfriend but my own.

I am, &c.

JOHN HEARTY.

L 4
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N 79. TUESDAY, February 8, 1780.

Tanto majorfamesfith eft quam virtutis.

JUVENAL, Sat. 10.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,

/npHERE is, perhaps, no character in the

* world more frequent than that of your

negatively good men ; people who ftridly con-

form to the laws of decency and good order in

fociety, whofe conduct is fquared to the rules

of honefty and morality, and yet who never

did one virtuous or laudable action from the

day of their birth. Men of this fort feem to

confider life as a journey through a barbarous

country, occupied by favages, and overfpread

with dangers in every quarter. Their only
wifh is to fteer the fafeft courfe, to efcape any
hidden fnares or precipices, and to avoid ex-

afperating the enemy ;
but to win them by of-

fices of kindnefs, or attach them by real fer-

vices, they confider as a fruitlefs wafte of time,

a needlefs expence, and often a dangerous ex-

periment.

It
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It is not a little furprifing, that thefe goodfort

of men mould, by the decency of their exterior

deportment, fo far impofe upon the world, as

to glide on with eafe and fafety, to arrive often

at riches and eminence, and, from being free

of the cenfure of every fpecies of open vice, to

obtain, not unfrequently, the refnect which is

due to virtue.

You, Mr. MIRROR, like fome other rigid

moralifts, feem, from the general ftrain of your

writings, to require fomething more towards

the formation of a good man than the mere ab-

fence of evil, or the mere livery of goodnefs.

It muft be allowed, however, that by a fcru-

pulous obfervance of certain rules of decorum,
and a timely ufe of the language and dialed: of

virtue, the exterior and vifible part of the cha-

racter is to be attained, which, for moft of the

ufeful purpofes of life, feems to be quite fuffi-

cient. But as there are ftill a few who go a

little deeper, and are fcrupulous enough to re-

quire a purity of heart as well as of manners, it

is pity that thofe fmcere good people fhould lofe

all recompence for the facrifice they make of

many comfortable gratifications, while they fee

the rewards of virtue as certainly attained at a

much fmaller expence.
From my concern for the few I have men-

tioned, I have been confidering, whether it were

not poffible to devife fome means of unmafking
thofe



154 THE MIRROR. N 79.

thofe of the former charader, fome ftandard by
which the two claffes might be compared, or

ftatical balance which fhould fhew the differ-

ence of weight and folidity of fuch objeds as

have a fimilar appearance. I think, Sir, I have

been fuccefsful, and {hall now propofe to you

my plan.

Imprimis, I lay it down as a rule, that men fhall

not be judged of by the adions they perform,

but by fuch as they do not perform. Now, Sir,

as thofe ufeful chronicles of fads, called newf-

papers^ have hitherto been only the records of

what men have been daily a-doing, I propofe to

publifh a newfpaper of a different kind, which

fhall contain the daily intelligence of all fuch

things as are not done.

For the benefit of fuch as chufe to encourage

my undertaking, I fend you a fpecimen of the

work, which I can fafely promife, and hereby

engage, (hall contain more in quantity than any
other periodical regifter whatever.

"
Saturday laft, being the feftival of Chrift-

<c
mas, a day which the late worthy Sir Thomas

" \V ufed to commemorate by giving a
" warm dinner to all the poor of the parifh, the
<{ fame was celebrated by his fon, the prefent Sir
"

Thomas, with no folemnity whatever."
"

Yefterday George B
, Efq. who, by

" the death of an uncle, fucceeded lately to an
"

eftate
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"
eftate of jT. 4000 per annum^ gave no anfwer

"
to five charity-letters from the natural children

" of his deceafed relation, and their mother, who
<{ works hard for their maintenance."

" In the courfe of laft week four poor people
" died in the ftreets owing to the great inclc-

mency of the feafon."
" On Friday the 24th ult. the Duke of

vifited the Royal Infirmary of this city, and,

after perufing the lift of contributions to that

humane and ufeful foundation, was pleafed to

"
give a 1

pinch of fnuffto the gentleman that
" flood next him."

"
It was confidently reported fome days ago,

"
that C W

, Efq. had paid his father's

"
debts; but this, we are aflured, is without

"
foundation."
" In the action lately brought by E. L. a

"
pauper , againft her fon-in-law Lord , for

" an alimony, feveral eminent counfei being
"

applied to in behalf of the plaintiff, refufed
"

to take any concern in fo fhameful a profecu-
"

tion."
" \V. P. Efq. who lately fuftained a confi-

'
derable lofs by play, has not, as was aflerted,

<c
fold his hunters and pack of harriers. He

E has only difinifled his chaplain, and cut off
" the allowance of fome fuperannuated do-
"

meftics, on whom his father beftowed annual
"

penfions."
" Whereas
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" Whereas it has been reported, that R. V.
<c

Efq. who forne time ago made a competition
" with his creditors of five (hillings in the pound,
<c has of late given feveral entertainments of
" three courfes, we are defired to inform the

<c
public, from the beft authority, viz. his butler,

" that the faid gentleman never gives more than
*' two courfes and a deflert.'*

" Laft night, between the hours of nine and
"

ten, a fire broke out in the kitchen of R. H.
"

Efq. which, afterburning with fome violence,
<c for two hours, was happily extinguifhed. It

" did no farther damage than the confuming of
" about 20 Ib. of coals. It is furprifmg how
"

very fewfucb accidents have happened of late

"
years.'*

Such, Mr. MIRROR, is the nature of the paper
which I propofe fhall daily give intelligence of

whatever is omitted to be done in this city and

its environs. Befides the recommendation of

novelty, its general ufefulnefs muft be fo appa-

rent, that I can have very little doubt of its ex-

tenfive circulation.

I am, SI R,

Your moft obedient fervant,

INTEGER.
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I have been favoured, by an ingenious Cor-

refpondent, with the following obfervations on

Paftoral Poetry.

*N/T O fpecies of poetry has given occafion to

more obfervation and criticifm than what is

called paftoral ; though I am ftill inclined to

fufpect that the nature of this compofition has

not, after all, been properly afcertained. The
critics have prefcribed a great number of rules

upon that fubject, but without attempting to

point out any principle in nature upon which they
are founded ; expecting, perhaps, that, like re-

ceipts, they mould be implicitly followed upon
the mere authority of the perfons by whom they
are delivered. Thus we are informed that an

eclogue^ or pajloral^ is an imitation of the action

of a fhepherd, or of one confidered under that

character
;

and that thofe who have introduced

reapers orjijhermen, into this fort of compofition,
have acted improperly. Although an eclogue,

however, ought to reprefent the manners of a

fhepherd, we are told that thofa manners mould

be painted, not as they are found in nature, but

according to an ideart ftandard of perfection in

what is called the golden age9 where mankind

live
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live a life of fimplicity untainted by vice, and

maintain a ferenity and tranquillity of mind un-

difturbed by avarice or ambition. In fhort,

tbe actions of a fhepherd, exhibited in this fort

of writing, ought to have little refemblarice to

fuch as exift at prefent among that clafs of

people, or probably ever did exift in any period

of the world.

Is there not fomething mighty whimfical and

arbitrary in thefe critical tenets ? May we not be

permitted to afk why a fpecies of poetry mould

be appropriated to one particular profeffion or

occupation, in contradiftinction to all others ?

What is there in the life of a fhepherd to diftin-

guifh it from that of the other inhabitants of a

country, and to mark the peculiar ftyle and cha-

racter of thofe verfes which are employed in de-

fcribing it ?

A pajloral ought, in my opinion, to be diftin-

guifhed from any other poem, not fo much by the

clafs of people whom it propofes to exhibit, as

by the kind of fentiments which it is defigned to

exprefs. Love and friendfhip give rife to fenti-

ments which are apt to engrofs the whole ima-

gination, and to have an extenfive influence upon
the difpofition and temper. The fenfibility and

delicacy produced in a mind where thefe affec-

tions are prevalent, is liable to be difgufted with

the ordinary commerce of fociety, to feel an

averfion to the cares and buftle cf an active life,

and
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and a high relifh for the eafe and indolent enjoy-
ments connected with rural retirement.

And Wifdom's felf

Oft feeks the fweet retired folitude,

Where, with her beft nurfe Contemplation,
She plumes her feathers, and lets grow her wings,

That, in the buftling hurry of refort,

Were all too ruffled, and fometimes impair'd.

As thefe difpofitions and fentiments have a pe-
culiar tone and character, that poetry in which

they are exprefTed is, with propriety, confidered

as diftinct from every other; being obvioufly dif-

ferent from that which is employed in defcrib-

ing great and heroic actions, or from that which

is intended to call forth fympathy by fcenes of

diftrefs, or from that which is calculated to ex-

cite laughter by exhibiting objects of folly and

ridicule.

In a poem expreffive of tender fentiments, it

feems neceflary that the fcene fhould be laid at

a diftance from places of bufmefs and public

refort, and fhould be filled with a defcription

of rural objects and amufements. Shepherds,

therefore, being the earlieft inhabitants of the

country, enjoying eafe and happinefs, were na-

turally pitched upon as the only perfons who

could, with probability, be reprefented in com-

pofitions of this nature. Hence it feems to have

arifen, that the readers of fuch poems, and even

critics,
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critics, attending more to the fenfible objects

that were exhibited, than to the end which the

poet had in view, have confidered that as pri-

mary which was merely an accidental circum-

ftance
;

and have regarded the employment of

tending flocks as effential in the perfons repre-

fented. It is in confequence of this that the

name of
'

pajloral is now commonly appropriated

to that fort of eompofition, which has been fub-

fdtuted in place of Eclogues, Idyllla^ Sjlv&, and

feveral others ufed by ancient authors. No rea-

fon, however, occurs for adhering to thofe early

ideas in the prefent ftate of the world, where the

fituation of things is totally changed. Many-

people at preient may, with probability, be fup-

pofed to live in the country, whofe fituation in

life has no connection with that of fhepherds,

and yet whofe character is equally fuitable to the

fentiments which ought to prevail in that fpecies

of writing,

It may even be doubted, whether the repre-

fentation of fentiments belonging to the real in-

habitants of the country, who are ftrangers to

all refinement, or thofe entertained by a perfon
of an elegant and cultivated mind, who, from,

choice, retires into the country, with a view of

enjoying thofe pleafures which it affords, is cal-

culated to produce a more interefting picture.

If the former is recommended by its naivete and

fimplicity, it may be expected that the latter

fliould



N 79- THE MIRROR. 161

fhould have the preference in point of beauty
and variety.

Two of the greateft poets of antiquity have

defcribed the pleafures of a country life in thefe

two different afpects. The former view is exhi-

bited, with great propriety and elegance, in one

of the moft beautiful poems of Horace.

>uodft pudica mulier in partem juvans

Domum^ atque dukes liber03 ;

(Sabina quality out perufla folibus

Pernicis uxor Appuli)

Sacrum vetuftis exjlruat lignis focum

Lajji fub adventum viri :

Claudenfque textis cratibus latum pecus

Dijlenta ficcet ulera\

Et borna duki vina promens dolto

Dapes inemptas apparet. Epod. j.

But if a chafte and virtuous wife

Aflift him in the tender care,

Of fun-burnt charms, but honeft fame,

(Such as the Sabine or Apulian dame) ;

Fatigued when homeward he returns.w *

The facred fire with cheerful luftre burns;

Or if fhe milk her fwelling kine,

Or in their folds his happy flock confine ;

While unbought dainties crown the feaft,

And lufcious wines from this year's vintage preft.

FRANCIS.

The more elevated Virgil has given a picture

of the latter kind no lefs delightful, in that paf-

fage at the end of the fecond book of the Georgics,

beginning,

VOL. XX. M Ofor
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Ofortunatos nim'tum fuaft bona norint

Agricolas,
"

O happy if he knew his happy ftate

The fwain.

The enlargement of the field of paftoral

poetry, which is here fuggefted, would furely

be of advantage, confidering how much the

common topics of that fpecies of writing are al-

ready exhaufted. We are become weary of the

ordinary fentiments of fhepherds, which have

been fo often repeated, and which have ufually

nothing but the variety of expreffion to recom-

mend them. The greater part of the produc-
tions which have appeared under the name of

paftorals are, accordingly, fo infipid, as to have

excited little attention ; which is the more re-

markable, becaufe the fubje&s which they treat

of naturally intereft the affections, and are eafily

painted in fuch delufive colours as tend to footh

the imagination by romantic dreams of happi-
nefs.

M. de Fontenelle has attempted to write pafto-

rals upon the extenfive plan above mentioned ;

but, though this author writes with great elegance
in profe, his poetical talents feem rather below

mediocrity ; fo that it is not likely he will be re-

garded, by fucceeding poets, as a model for imi-

tation.
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N So. SATURDAY, February 12, 1780.

Exfamo dare lucent

Cogitat, ut fpeciofa debinc miracula promat* HoR.

A u T H o R s have been divided into two
**

clafles, the inftructive and the entertain-

ing ; to which has been added a third, who mix,

according to Horace, the
"

utilc dulci" and are, in

his opinion, intitled to the higheft degree of ap-

plaufe.

Readers complain, that in none of thefe de-

partments is there, in modern writing, much

pretenfion to originality. In fcience, they fay,

fo much has been already difcovered, that all a

modern writer has left, is, to explain and en-

force the fyftems of our predeceflbrs ; and, in

literature, our fathers have fo exhaufted the

acutenefs of reafoning, the flafhes of wit, the lux-

uriance of defcription, and the invention of inci-

dent, that an author now-a-days can only give
new form, not matter, to his argument ; a new

turn, not thought, to his epigram ;
new attitudes,

not object, to his picture; new language, not fi-

tuation, to his ftory.

However true this complaint may be in the

main, there is one clafs of writers to whom the

charge of tritenefs does, I apprehend, very little

M 2
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apply. They are generally of the firft fpecies

mentioned above, who publifh ufeful informa-

tion to mankind ; yet, in the laft quarter of the

1 8th century, their information is often as new

as if they had written in the infancy of art and

of fcience, when every field was open to the

refearches of induflry, and the invention of

genius. The writers I allude to, are the au-

thors of thofe little eflays which appear in the

learned world under the title of ADVERTISE"

MENTS.
The neceflary and ornamental arts of life are

equally the objects of the clafs of authors whom
I defcribe. In both, I will venture to aflert, that

the novelty of their productions is equal to their

ufefulnefs.

It was formerly imagined, that difeafe was

an evil which mankind had inherited as a pu-
nimment for the lapfe of their progenitor. Af/7-

ton has given, in his Paradife Loft, a catalogue
of fome of thofe tormenting maladies which

were to be felt by the race of fallen Adam.

So has Dr. Dominiceti in an advertifement, which

is now lying before me ; but, with the moft

extraordinary force of original difcovery, has

informed us, that, in his treatment of thofe

diforders, there is no evil, no pain, but, on the

contrary, much pleafure, and even luxury.
" I engage" fays the Doctor,

" with pleafure
" and even luxury, to the patient to increafe or

"
diminifh
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"
dlmlnlfh the vital beat, and the circulatory, fe-

"
cretory, and excretory functions ; to foften and

" relax the too hard and dry mufcular and nervous

"
fibres, and contracted ligaments; and to harden

" and make compact, andgive the proper tone and
"

elafllclty
to the too moijl andflabby mufcular and

" nervousfibres and relaxedfinews, andprovide
" and eftabllfh an equilibrium between the fluids
" and veffels ; to fweeten acrid, corrofive, andfa-
"

line humours ; and to cure the dropjy, aflhma,
"

confumptlons, colic, gravel, rheumatlfm, palfy,
"

pleurlfy,
andfevers, flone andgout, fcurvy and

"
leprofy ; to mollify and dejlroy Inveterate collo-

"
fitles,

to deterge and cure obftlnate ulcers, &c.
"

Tbefe are not the reprefentatlons ofa >uack
j

s

<c
bill; I detefi the arts of quackery as much as

"
any man living* 1 deal not In noftrums or

*'
myjlerles, or magic or expedient to captivate :

' Non fibi, fed toto genitum fe credere mundo."

If he who invented one new pleafure was

formerly thought entitled to imperial munifi-

cence, what reward does the Doctor deferve,

who has added as many luxuries to the lift, as

there are difeafes in the catalogues of nofology ?

Scotland, though not remarkable in this de-

partment of literature, has the honour of pro-

ducing an author, who, in an advertifement

publifhed not long ago, has added to the ftores

of natural blftory the following very curious

M 3 fads,
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fads, with regard to the properties of air and

heat. Mr. Fair, mafon, oppofite to the White

Hart Inn, Grafs-market, Edinburgh, thus de-

livers himfelf on the fubject of pneumatics;
ic Air and fmoke" fays he,

" are two elaftic

"fluids, capable of being condenfcd and expanded.
"

Heat, or the Jire in the grate, expands the

"
air. Being expanded, it becomes lighter. And^

" as it is in nature for light matter to fwim
'

to

*' the top of heavier, it rifes up the vent, carrying
" the fmoke along with it. This is the principle
* c

by whichjire burns , andfmoke ajcends. Now%

<c that the particles ofair may be brought above the

<c
Jire, that they may be heated to expand and carry

fl
off thefmoke,Jhould be the chiefcare of a mafon

41

injinifbing ofthejire-places. On the contrary
*' // is the caufe offmoke.

" The other caufe offmoke is the wind. Wind
*' is a current of the air always rufhing into voids.

" At thefame time it goesforward, by the law of
<c

gravity, it has a tendency to prefs downwards.
<c
Now, when it blows over any one objeff higher

(< than the chimney- top, gravity brings it down*
*'

ward, prejjing thefmoke before //."

It will be obferved, that, like many other

great theorifts, Mr. Fair ufes a language in

fome places a little obfctire ; and that in

others, as where he mentions the tendency
of wind to prefs downwards, his expreffion

borders ori the jocular; a liberty in which

fome
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fome of the greateft philofophers have frequently

indulged.

Thefe difcoveries, however new and afto-

nifhing, are not fupernatural. But I have juft

now read an advertifement, which carries its

information beyond the bounds offpace and time;

and, though the modefty of its author allows

that fhe has borrowed fomething from the

Eajlern Magi, may fairly be deemed an ori-

ginal.
" Mrs. Corbyn^ at N 41, Stanhope-

"
Jlreet^ Clare- market

l

,
London

, by the genuine
"

rules of the real ajlronomlcal arcana^ for
" 'which the wife men of the Eajl were fo
<c

noted) undertakes to anfwer all legal ajlrolo-

glcal queJlionS) In a mojl furprlfing manner.

Continues to give the mojl amazing accounts

of perfons by fea and land. Gives attend-

ance at the warehoufe every day from ten

in the morning to eight at night" The wife

men of the Eaft, and fome other aflrologers,

might perhaps retail fome predictions ; but the

idea of a warehoufe of prophecy was, I am

perfuaded, referved for Mrs. Corbyn y of Clare-

market.

In the ornamental department of fcience, has

there been any thing, fmce the days of Medeay

that could fo effectually give beauty to home-

linefs, or reftore youth to age, as the ClrcaJJian

Wajh, or the Venetian Flower-water ? or has the

cunning of art ever rivalled the productions of

M 4 nature

cc
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nature more fuccefsfully than in the Elajlic

Cuflrion and Spring Curls,
" which" fays the

advertifement,
"

fl/r tf.r natural and becoming,
"

#<2y, ^JK many thought morefo, than the natural
ft 7 /* //"**>"' W" itjeljf

Nor is the merit of thofe gentlemen much

inferior, where they apply arts already difco-

vered, to purpofes which their inventors never

dreamed of. Socrates was faid to have brought

down philofophy from heaven to dwell with

men. I think the fame eulogium may be fairly

^eftowed on the very ingenious artift, who has

informed us in an advertifement,
" That he

" makes leather-breeches by the rules of trigo-
"

nometry."

Having thus done juftice to the merit of

thofe authors in point of fubftance, I proceed
to (hew their excellence in the compofition and

ftyle of their productions. Amidft a variety of

inftances, I mail make choice of one, merely
becaufe it ftrikes my view in laft night's Public

Advertifer. It is the production of a very volu-

minous writer in this department, Mr. Norton, of

Golden-fquare.
' E. S. Gent. ofTenterden in Kent, was long

4

affixed with an inveterate fcorbutic diforder.
"

Itfrft broke out in hot pimples anddryfcales all

" over hisface ; then appeared in great blotches on
" various parts of his body, and asdcmatousfivell-
'

ings in his legs, which terminated in dreadful
*'

excoriations
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" excoriations andfoetid ulcers. All this was at-

" tended with a total lofs of appetite, and, at loft,

" with fnch extreme languor and debility, that

" the poor gentleman was utterly defpaired of by
w
feveral of the moft eminent of thefaculty who at-

" tended him; till, at loft, by the providential dif-
*'

covery in the newfpapers of the efficacy o/
r Mare-

" dant's drops, by taking a few bottles of them^
"

all the above terrible fymptoms began gradually
"

to difappear, his appetite returned, his com-
"

plexion regained its priftine bloom, hisJkin be-
" came asfmooth as that ofa new-born babe, ana
"

hisjlejh recovered thefoundnefs and
elajiicity of

" the moft vigorous habit. He has ever finee
" been perfeclly ftout, hale, and aclive, and has
*' bad three children born to him, all thriving and
'

healthy?
This may be confidered as a fort of tragi-

comic recital, and, if examined by the rules of

Ariftotle, will be found to contain all the requi-
fites of the beft dramatic compofition. Here is

a beginning, a middle, and an end. The be-

ginning, the breaking out of Mr. S.'s diforder;

the middle, the progrefs of the difeafe
;
the end,

its perfect cure. Here too, in fome fort, is the

Ayvugtirie,
and here evidently the nept7reTiu9

the two great beauties of a perfect drama ; the

AyveaQia-ts, the providential difcovery of Mare-
dant's drops ; the

Ue^Trereice, the change of fitua-

tion from pimples and fcales to a blooming com-

plexion,
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plexion, frdm blotches and ulcers to finoothnefs

of fkin arid foundnefs of flefli, from extreme

debility and languor, to being the father of

healthy children.

Nor is this clafs of writers lefs remarkable

for adaptation of ftyle than for correclnefs of

compofition. The advertiiement above recited

of Dr. Dominiceti, and the daily performances
of MefT. Cbriftie and Anfell, mew to what ele-

vation they can raiie it, when the fubjed: re-

quires elevation. On the other hand, where

{hall we find more truly characleriftic fimpli-

city than in the following notice from a gentle-

man-tailor ?
"

Wanted, by a Jingle gentleman-
"

tailor, afewant-maid, to aft as houfekeeper and
" cooky where a girl is kept to attend and wait
"

upon the mqfter. None need apply who 'will

"
pretend to manage tie kitchen-fire 'without bis

"
directions

,
as he underjlands the management of

"
coal-jires, whichfewfervants in this town do.

u As he commonly dines out ofa Sunday
}

,
be ex-

"
peels bis fervants to go to church, inflead of

*

cooking dainties to tbemfefoes, fucb as fioulders
'

of veal fluffed, &c. ; as, though he is afmglc
1

man, he is very well inftrucJed by a neighbour
" how to manage hisfamily. '-Apply next door
44

to thejleps, Panton Square"
Other writers, often equally poor and proud,

may perhaps objed to the clafs of authors whom
I commemorate, that they write not from the

love
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love of fcience, or the defire of fame, but from

motives merely interefted and felfifh. But a

little acquaintance with many of their produc-
tions will effectually remove this reproach. Is

it not benevolence alone that forces Mr. Speedi-

man, in i'pite of his natural modefty, to addrefs

the Public in an advertifment ?
" Mr. Speedi-

" man would be unjufl to the Public if he any
**

longer delayed acquainting them of the virtues of
" his ftomach pills." Are there not daily ad-

vertifements of fales
"
far below prime cojl"

which continue for feveral years, to the evident

advantage of the Public, and lofs of the adver-

tifer ? And does not Mr. Molefworth prefs

adventurers in the lottery to purchafe his

tickets and mares, though he knows, by cer-

tain calculation, that they are to be drawn

prizes f

To fuch men, may not the above quoted
motto of the illuftrious Dr. Dominiceti be moll

defervedly applied ?

" Non fibi, fed toto genitum fe credere mundo ;"

which, however, as malice is always ready to

detract from merit, I heard a wicked wag of my
acquaintance tranflate t'other day to a company
of ladies, That the Doctor's fumigations

" were
*' to make himfelf live, and to kill all the world

befide."



i;2 THE MIRROR. N 81,

N9
81. TUESDAY, February 15, 1780.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,

Q o M E time ago you inferted in your paper

a letter from a lady who fubfcribed herfelf

S. M. giving an account of the hardfliips fhe has

fuffered as the daughter of a man of fortune, edu-

cated in the midft of affluence, and then left to the

fupport of a very (lender provifion. 1 own the

fituation to be a hard one
;
but it may, perhaps,

afford her fome confolation to be told, that there

are others, feemingly enviable, which are yet as

diftrefsful, that derive their diftrefles from cir-

cumftances exadly the reverfe of thofe in which

Mifs S. M. is placed.

I loft my father, a gentleman of confiderable

fortune, at an age fo early, that his death has

fcarce left any traces on my mind. I can only
recoiled, that there was fomething of buftle,

as well as of forrow, all over the houfe
; that

my coloured fajh was changed for a black one ;

and that I was not allowed to drink papa's
health after dinner, which, before, I had been

taught regularly to do. Soon after, I can re-

member my mamma being fick, and that there

was
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was a little brother born who was much more

attended to than I. As we grew up, I can re-

member his getting finer play-things, and being
oftener the fubjecl: of difcourfe among our vi-

fitors ;
and that fometimes, when there were

little quarrels in the nurfery, Billy's maid would

tell mine, that Mifs muft wait till her betters were

ferved.

A fuperiority to which I was fo early accuf-

tomed, it gave me little uneafmefs to bear. The

vivacity natural to children, which in me was

fupported by uninterrupted good health, left

me no leifure to complain of a preference, by
which, though my brother was diftinguifhed,

he was feldom or never made happier. The

notice, indeed, to which his birthright entitled

him, was often more a hardmip than a privilege.

He was frequently kept in the drawing-room
with mamma, when he would have much ra-

ther been with me in the garden ; he was made
to repeat his leflbn to the company, that they

might admire his parts and his progrefs, while

I was fuffered to be playing blindman's-buff

below ftairs ; he was fet at dinner with the old

folks, helped to light things that would not hurt

him, obliged to drink toaft and water, and to

behave himfelf like a gentleman, while I was

allowed to devour apple-dumplin, gulp down

fmall-beer, and play monkey- tricks at the fide-

table.

That
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That care, however, which watched his

health, was not repaid with fuccefs
;

he was

always more delicate, and more fubjecl: to little

diforders than I
;
and at laft, after completing

his feventh year, was feized with a fever,

which, in a few days, put an end to his life,

and transferred to me the inheritance of my an*

ceftors.

After the firft tranfports of my mother's

grief were fubfided, fhe began to apply herfelf

to the care of her furviving child. I was now
become inheritrefs of her anxiety, as well as of

my father's fortune ; a remarkable change was

made in every department of my education, my
company, and my amufements. Inftead of

going along with a fet of other girls of my own

age to a clafs for learning French, and a public

writing-fcbool, teachers were brought into the

houfe to inftrucT: me privately ; and, though I

ftill went to a dancing-fcbool three days in the

week to pra&ife the leflbns which I received

from an eminent mafter at home, yet I was al-

ways attended by my mother, my governefs, or

Ibmebody, by whofe fide I was ftuck up before

and after the dance, to the great vexation of

myfelf, and the ridicule of my former com-

panions. Of companions, indeed, I was now
altogether deprived. I was too confiderable a

perfon to aflbciate with thofe in whofe fports
and amufements I had formerly been fo happy to

2 fhare;
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ihare
;
if at any time I ventured to mention a wifh

for their fociety, I was immediately checked by
tan obfervation of my mamma, that (he believed

they were very good girls, but not fit company
for me.

To prevent the folitude in which my fupe-

riority would have thus placed me, a little girl,

an orphan niece of my mother's maid, was

taken into the houfe, whofe office it was to at-

tend me during all my hours of ftudy or amufe-

ment, to hold the pin-cufhion while my maid

was dreffing me, to get leflbns along with me,
and be chid if I neglected them ; to play games
at Draughts^ which fhe was never to win, and

to lift the Sbuttkcocky which I commonly let fall ;

in fhort, fhe was to ferve me for the practice of

all that infolence which the precepts of others

had taught me I had a right to aflume. I feel,

at this moment, Mr. MIRROR, the moft fincere

compunction for the hardfhips which this poor

girl fuffered while fhe was with me ; hardfhips,

from which, at laft, fhe freed herfelf, by running
off with a recruiting ferjeant ; yet I was taught,

at the time, to call her fubfiftence a bounty, and

to account myfelf generous when I beftowed any
trifle beyond it.

While my mind was thus encouraged in

perverfion, the culture of my body was little

lefs prepofterous. The freedom and exercife

which formerly beftowed health and vigour, I

now
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now exchanged for the conftraints of fafhion,

and the lazinefs of pride. Every {hackle of

drefs which the daughters of any great maiv

were underftood to wear, I was immediately

provided with, becaufe I could afford it as well

as they. I was never allowed the ufe of my
limbs, becaufe I could afford a coach

; and,

when attacked by the flighted diforder, imme-
diate recourfe was had to the phyfician, becaufe

I could afford a fee. The confequence was

natural
;

I loft all my former fpirits, as well as

my former bloom ; and, when I rirfl put on

the womanly garb, I was a fine lady complete,

with cheeks as pale, and nerves as weak, as the

fineft.

I was now arrived at a period when atten-

tion and anxiety were to be pointed almoft

folely to one object, the difpofal of my perfon
in marriage. With regard to this event, I was

equally the flave of my mother's hopes and

fears. I was drefTed and re-drefTed, fqueezed
and pinched, that I might catch a fine gentle-
man who had lately returned from, his travels.

I was often hurried feveral miles in the dark to

a ball at our country-town, to difplay myfelf to

a Lord, who was to be of the party there ;
I

was walked over hedge and ditch, in order to

captivate a country 'fquire of a very large eftate

in our neighbourhood ; and I was once obliged
to hazard my neck, that I might go out a-

hunting
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hunting with a Duke. On the other hand, I

Was in perfect durance when any improper man
had been feen to look at me. I was forced to

leave the pariih-church, upon information re-

ceived of a young gentleman having bribed the

beadle with a {hilling, to admit him into the

next pew ; my dancing-mafter was changed,
becaufe his wife died while he was attending
me

; and my drawing-mafter, an old bachelor

of threefcore, was difmilTed becaufe he hap-

pened to put his hand on mirie in mewing me
how to manage my Crayons. The only poor
man with whom I was allowed to aflbciate was

the clergyman of our parifh, a very old gentle-
man of the moft irreproachable character. To
this indulgence, however, I was more indebted

than my mother was aware, or I had any reafon

to hope. Poflefled of excellent fenfe and great

learning, the good man was at pains to teach

me the ufe of the firft, and the value of the

latter. By his affiftance, my mind, which be-

fore had always been either uncultivated or miC-

led, was informed with knowledge more ufeful

than the extent of my fortune, or the privileges

of my birth. He mewed me the folly of pride,

and the meannefs of infolence ; he taught me
the refpect due to merit, the tendernefs to po-

verty, the reverence to misfortune ; from him

I firft learned the dignity of condefcenfion, the

pleafures of civility, the luxury of beneficence.

VOL. ii. N He
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He died, alas ! before I could receive the full

benefit of his inftruclions, before he was able to

eradicate the effects of early perverfion and ha-

bitual indulgence ;
and left me rather in a con-

dition to feel the weaknefs of my mind, than to

recover its ftrength.

My mother did not long furvive him. I

had been forced to fee the errors of her judg-

ment, though I could never doubt the warmth

of her affection. I was unfortunate enough to

lofe her afliftance, when her affiftance would

have been more ufeful, and her indulgence lefs

prejudicial. In the management of my fortune,

which has now devolved on me, I am perplexed

with bufmefs which I do not underftand, and

haraffed by applications which I know not how
to anfwer. I am fometimes puzzled with

fchemes for improving my eftate, fometimes

frightened with dangers that threaten to diminifh

it ;
I am vexed with the complaints of poor

tenants, and plagued with the litigioufnefs of

rich ones. I never open a letter from my ftew-

ard in the country without uneafmefs ; and a

vifit from my agent in town is to me like that

of a bailiff. Amidft all thefe difficulties, I have

no relation whom I can truft, and no friend to

whom I can lean; the intereft which people have

in deceiving me deprives me of confidence in

advice, or pleafure in approbation. In fhort, it

is my fmgular misfortune to poffefs wealth with

all
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all the embarrafTment of poverty, and power
with all the dependance of meannefs.

I am, &c.

OLIVIA.

N 82. SATURDAY, February 19, 1780.

H E paper of to-day was received from an

unknown hand feveral weeks ago- The

publication of it may, perhaps, appear rather

unfeafonable, after the laft Gazette. There is

ftill, however, much truth in my Correfpond-
ent's obfervations, who, I dare fay, will not

regret that Sir George Rodney $ fuccefs has

fomewhat leflened their force.

For the MIRROR.

Romulus et Liber pater, et cum Caftore Pollux,

Poft ingentia fadta, Deorum in templa recepti.

HOR. Ef.

T% IT E N, who either poffefs a natural fourneis

'*'* of temper, or who have been unfortunate

in the world from accident or imprudence, or

N 2 perhaps
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perhaps think they have been fo, from over-rat-

ing their own deferts, are apt to afcribe to hu-

man nature a variety of vices and imperfections.

They confider thefe as the chief ingredients of

the compofition of mankind, and that their

virtues and good qualities are only exceptions

from the general rule, like accidental ftrokes of

genius, or colouring in the works of a painter,

whofe performances, on the whole, are coarfe

and irregular.

Nothing can be more groundlefs and unjuft

than this accufation. I am convinced that, upon
a thorough examination, though we might di-

cover many vicious and profligate individuals,

we (hould find, in general, that human nature

is virtuous and well-difpofed, and little merits

the abufe that peevifli or unfortunate men are

inclined to beftow upon it.

One charge, much infifted upon againft man-

kind, is public ingratitude. With what juftice

or truth this is urged, we may judge, by exa-

mining the behaviour of men from the earlieft

period to the prefent times ; and, in doing fo, I

flatter myfelf we fhall be able to difcover that

the reverfe is true, and that a ftrorig fpirit of

gratitude has appeared on all occafions where it

was due, though in different ages and countries

it has been exprefled in a different manner.

In Egypt and ancient Greece, the tribute paid

by the public voice to the benefactors of man-

kind,
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kind, was to confider them as objects of divine

worfhip, and for that purpofe to inrol them

among the gods. Such was Ceres, for the in-

vention of corn ; Bacchus, for the difcovery of

wine; and a variety of others, with whom every

fchool-boy is acquainted. If a man of fuperior

ftrength and valour happened to repel an invader,

deftroy a monfter, or perform any notable deed

of public fervice, he was revered while living,

and, after his death, his memory was refpected,

and a fpecies of inferior worfhip was paid to him,
as a hero, or a demi-god.

In later times, in the Grecian ftates, the ge-
neral who fought a fuccefsful battle, or deftroy-

ed an enemy's fleet, had ftatues erected to him

by the public voice, and at the expence of the

public. The Romans did not think of honour-

ing their active or fortunate commanders with

ftatues ;
but they had their triumphs and ova-

tions beftowed by the public, and fupported by
the voluntary applaufe and attendance of a grate-

ful populace.

I fhould be extremely forry if the moderns

yielded in the article of public gratitude either

to the Greeks or Romans. I (hall not enter

upon the practice or manners of other European
nations ; but I can venture to aflert, with fome

degree of confidence, that the people of Great

Britain poflefs a degree of public gratitude un-

exampled in any other age or country.

N 3 la
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In making this aflertion, I do not allude to

public monuments, hereditary penfions,or thanks

of parliament, which, though of a public, and

feemingly of a general nature, may neverthelefs

proceed from a very limited caufe. I allude to

that univerfal effufion of honeft gratitude which

the good people of England frequently beftow

on fuccefsful commanders, by putting up their

pictures as Jtgns for their taverns and ale-

houfes, and frequenting thefe more than any

other, till the reputation of the original begins

to be obfcured by the rifing glory of fome new

favourite.

I muft, at the fame time, obferve, that great

ftatefmen have feldom experienced this mark of

public applaufe. The late Mr. Pitt was, in-

deed, an exception from the remark ; but he

was, in fact, a minifter of war only, arid never

meddled with finance. A firft Lord of the

Treafury, let him be as wife as Xi?nenes
y
and

as moderate as Fleury^ cannot expect to be re-

vered on the fign-poft of an ale-houie
; every ar-

ticle of confumpt there has felt the weight of

his hand
; and whether the company get drunk

in wine or punch, or enjoy the cool collations

of tea and coffee, ftill the reckoning recalls

ideas that lead to execrations on the whole fyf-

tem of finance and taxation, from the depart-
ment of the firft minifter to the walk of the

loweft excifeman; and, by an eafy tranfition,

the
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the diflike of the fyftem and the offices pafTes, in

fome degree, to the perfons of thofe who fill them.

But as the fame caufe of unmerited obloquy
does not exift with refpet to our admirals and

generals, they have been often and much the

objects of this fpecies of public gratitude. It is

needlefs to go far back. In the year 1739, Ad-

miral Vernon took Porto-bello^ withJixJhips only,

This public gratitude to him was boundlefs. He
was lung in ballads. At the erifuing general

election in 1741, he was returned from three dif-

ferent corporations ; but, above all, his portrait

rilled every fign-poft.; and he may be figuratively

faid to have fold the ale, beer, porter, and purl

of England for fix years.

Towards the clofe of that period, the Admi-
ral's favour began to fade apace with the colours

of his uniform
;
and the battle of Culloden was

total annihilation to him. When the news of

that victory reached England, a new object pre-
fented itfelf to the public favour ; and the honeft

Admiral, in every fign-poft, made way for the

more portly figure of theiglorious Duke of Cum-

berland.

The Duke kept poflefiion of the fign-pofts a

long time. In the beginning of laft war, our

Admiral in the Mediterranean, and our Generals

in North America, did nothing that could tend,

in the leaft degree, to move his Royal Highuefs
from his place j but the doubtful battle of Ha-

N 4
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mellan^ followed by the unfortunate convention

of Stade, and the rifmg glories of the King of

PruJJia, obliterated the glorious Duke of Cum-
berland as effectually as his Royal Highnefs and

the battle of Culloden had effaced the figure, the

memory, and the renown of Admiral Vernon.

The Duke was fo totally difplaced by his

Pruffian Majefty, that I have fome doubts whe-

ther he met with fair play. One circumftance,

indeed, was much againft him
;

his figure being
marked by a hat with the Kevenbuller cock, a

military uniform, and a fierce look, a very flight

touch of the painter converted him into the King
of Pruflia

; but what crowned the fuccefs of his

Pruffian majefty, was, the title beftowed upon
him by the brothers of the brufh,

" The glorious
"
Protejlant hero" words which added fplendour

to every fign-poft, and which no Britifh fubject

could read, without peculiar fenfations of vene-

ration and of thirft.

For two years the glorious Protejlant Hero was

unrivalled ; but the French being beat at Minden

upon the ift of Auguft 1759, by the army under

Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick^ the King of

Pruflia began to give place a little to two popular

favourites, who ftarted at the fame time, I mean
Prince Ferdinand^ and the Marquis of Granby.
Prince Ferdinand was fupported altogether by his

good conduct at Minden, and his high reputa-*

tion over Europe as a general j the Marquis of

Cranby
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Granby behaved with fpirit and perfonal courage

every where
;
but his fuccefs in the fign-pofts of

England was much owing to a companion gene-

rally made between him and another Britifh ge-
neral of higher rank, but who was fuppofed not

to have behaved fo well. Perhaps too, he was a

good deal indebted to another circumftance, to

wit, the baldnefs of his head.

The next who figured in the fign-poft way
was the celebrated John Wilkes, Efq. This pub-
lic honour conferred on him wasalfo an effufion

of grati.ude ;
for he was fuppofed to have written

the Earl of Eute^ who was both a Scotfman and

a favourite, out of power, and to have refifted

and explained the illegality of general warrants.

Befides, he fought a bloodlefs duel with E. Tal-

bof, and was iliot in the caufe of liberty by Mr.

Martin of the treafury. All thefe were great

weights in the fcale of popularity ; and, though
Mr. Wilkes never attained the glory either of

AdmiralVernon or the Duke oj Cumberland^ yet his

vifage has filled many a fign-poft, and much ale

and gin has been fold under his aufpices.

Thefe are the laft whom the people of Great

Britain have thought worthy of being fo ho-

noured ; and though the thing itfelf may feem

ludicrous, yet the tale has a moral, by no means

flattering to the well-wifhers of this country.

We have been now for live years employed in

attempting to reduce our rebellious colonies; we
have
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have been two years at war with France, and one

with Spain ; many troops have been raifed, many
millions have been expended ; expeditions with-

out number have been planned and fupported,

and the moft powerful fleets have been fitted out

that the coafts and dock-yards of England ever

beheld; yet, during this long period, with fo many
opportunities, and fo much force, we have not an

admiral whole head would fell a (ingle can of flip,

nor a general whofe full length would procure
cuftotn for an additional pot of porter.

That this expreffion of public gratitude may be

fometimes mifplaced, I will by no means deny;
but ftill this tribute paid by the people is more

likely, than any other circumftance, to be a fure

proof of real merit. The Sovereign may be mif-

informed as to the defervings of thofe whom he is

pleafed to honour; and although, in the prefent

reign, no fubftantial mark of unmerited favour

has been conferred, yet every body remembers

the late General Blakeney, who gave up Minorca,
made a lord for defending it, merely to fupport a

finking . adminiftration. What reliance can be

had on the thanks of parliament as a proof of

public merit, may be learned from the anfwer of

a gallant fea-officer (not an admiral), who, upon

being told that the Houfe of Commons meant to

give him thanks for his intrepid and fuccefsful

conduct on the coaft of^France, fwore, if they

did, he would inftantly refign his commiflion.

Perhaps
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Perhaps at that time, feme recent inftance of

party injuftice and partiality had brought the

thanks of parliament into difrepute ; hut, be that

as it may, I fhall never think our affairs, either

by fea or land, in a profperous condition, till I

fee the fign-pofts of England filled with frefh

figures of generals and admirals. When that

happens, it will be a fure proof that our affairs

have taken a favourable turn, and that fome of

our commanders have, at laft, a6ted in a manner

fuitable to the troops and treafure with which,

from the beginning of this war, they have all

been fo liberally fupplied.

N 83. TUESDAY, February 22, 1780.

7N a paper publifhed at Edinburgh, it would be

improper to enter into any comparifon of

the writers of this country with thofe on the

other fide of the 'Tweed : but, whatever be the

comparative rank of Scottifo and Englijfj authors,
it muft furely be allowed, that, of late, there have

been writers in this country, upon different fub-

jecls, who are pofTeffed of very confiderable

merit. In one fpecies of writing, however, in

works and compofitions of humour, there can

be no fort of doubt that the Engliflj Hand per-

fettly
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fectly unrivalled by their northern neighbours.

The Englijh excel in comedy ; feveral of their

romances are replete with the moft humorous

reprefentations of life and character, and many
of their other works are full of excellent ridi-

cule. But, in Scotland, we have hardly any
book which aims at humour, and, of the very
few which do, ftill fewer have any degree of

merit. Though we have tragedies written by
Scots authors, we have no comedy, excepting

Ramfays Gentle Shepherd ; and though we have

tender novels, we have none of humour, except-

ing thofe of Smollet, who, from his long refi-

dence in England, can hardly be faid to have ac-

quired in this country his talent for writing ; nor

can we, for the fame reafon, lay a perfect claim

to Arbuthnot, who is ftill a more illuftrious ex-

ception to my general remark. There muft be

fomething in the national genius of the two

people which makes this remarkable difference in

their writings, though it may be difficult to dif-

cover from what caufe it arifes.

I am inclined to fufpect, that there is fome-

thing in the fituation and prefent government
of Scotland, which may, in part, account for

this difference in the genius of the two coun-

tries. Scotland, before the union of the two king-

doms, was a feparate ftate, with a parliament
arid conftitution of its own. Now the feat of

government is removed, and its conftitution is

involved
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involved in that of England. At the time the

two nations came to be fo intimately connected*

its great men were lefs affluent than thofe of Eng~
land, its agriculture was little advanced, and its

manufactures were in their infancy. A Scotf-

man was, therefore, in this fituation, obliged to

exert every nerve, that he might be able to hold

his place.

If preferment, or offices in public life, were

his object, he was obliged to remove from home
to a city, which, though now the metropolis of

the united kingdoms, had formerly been to him
a fort of foreign capital. If wealth was the ob-

ject of his purfuit, he could only acquire it at

home by great induftry and perfeverance ; and if

he found he could not eafily fucceed in his own

country, he repaired to other countries, where he

expected to be able to amafs a fortune. Hence
it has been remarked, that there are more natives

of Scotland to be found abroad than of any other

country.

People in this fituation are not apt to indulge
themfelves in humour; and few humorous

characters will appear. It is only in countries

where men wanton in the extravagancies of

wealth, that fome are led to indulge a parti-

cular vein of character, and that others are

induced to delineate and exprefs it in writing.

Befides, where men are in a fituation which

makes it neceflary for them to pufh their way in

the
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the world, more particularly if they are obliged

to do fo among ftrangers, though this may
give them a firmnefs and a refolutenefs in their

conduct, it will naturally produce a modeft

caution and referve in their deportment, which

muft chill every approach to humour. Hence,

though the Scots are allowed to be brave and

undaunted in dangerous fituations ; yet bamful-

nefs, referve, and even timidity of manner, unlefs

when they are called forth to action, are juftly

confidered as making part of their character.

Men of this difpofition are not apt to have hu-

mour ; it is the open, the carelefs, the indif-

ferent, and the forward, who indulge in it ; it

is the man who does not think of intereft, and

who fets himfelf above attending to the proprie-

ties of conduct. But he who has objects of in-

tereft in view, who attends with circumfpection.

to his conduct, and finds it neceflary to do fo, is

generally grave and filent, and feldom makes any

attempt at humour.

Thefe circumftances may have had a confi-

derable influence upon the genius and temper of

the people in Scotland; and if they have given a

particular formation to the genius of the people
in general, they would naturally have a fimilar

effect upon its authors : the genius of an author

commonly takes its direction from that of his

countrymen.
2 To
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To thefe caufes, arifing from the prefent

fituation and government of our country, may
be added another circumftance, that of there

being no court or feat of the monarch in Scot-

land. It is only where the court is, that the

ilandard of manners can be fixed
; and, of con-

fequence, it is only in the neighbourhood of the

court that a deviation from that ftandard can be

exactly afcertained, or a departure from it be

eafily made the object of ridicule. Where there

is no court, it becomes of little importance
what drefs the people wear, what hours they

obferve, what language they exprefs themfelves

in, or what is their general deportment. Men

living at a diftance from the court become alfo

unacquainted with the rules of fafhion which it

eftablimes, and are unable to mark or point
them out. But the great fubjecT: for wit and

ludicrous reprefentation arifes from men's having
a thorough knowledge of what is the fafliion-

able ftandard of manners, and being able to feize-

upon, and hold out a departure from it, in an

humorous point of view. In Scotland, there-

fore, which, fince the removal of the court, has

become, in a certain degree, a provincial country,
there being no fixed ftandard of manners within

the country itfelf, one great fource of ridicule is

cut off, and an author is not led to attempt hu-

morous compofition ; or, if he does, has little

chance of fucceeding.

There
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There is another particular which may have

had a very con fide rable effecl: upon the genius
of the Scots writers, and that is, the nature

of the language in which they write. The old

Scottijh dialect is now banifhed from our books,

arid the Englifi is fubftituted in its place. But

though our books be written in Englifl?, our

converfation is in Scotch. Of our language it

may be laid, as we are told of the wit of Sir

Hudibras, that we have a fuit for holidays and

another for working-days. The Scottifh dialect

is our ordinary fuit
; the E?2gHfo is ufed only on

folemn occafions. When a Scotfman therefore

writes, he does it generally in trammels. His

own native original language, which he hears

fpoken around him, he does not make ufe of;

but he exprefles himfelf in a language in fome

refpects foreign to him, and which he has ac-

quired by ftudy and obfervation. When a ce-

lebrated Scottifh writer, after the publication of

his Hi/lory of Scotland^ was iirft introduced to

Lord Cbejierfield, his Lordfhip, with that happy
talent of compliment for which he was fo re-

markable, addrefied him, at parting, in thefe

words :
"

I am happy, Sir, to have met with
"

you, happy to have pafled a day with you,
fl and extremely happy to find that you fpeak
"

Scotch. It would be too much, were you to

"/peak, as well as write our language, better
" than we do ourfelves."

This
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This circumftance of a Scottijh author not

\vriting his own natural dialect, muft have a

confiderable influence upon the nature of his li-

terary productions. When he is employed in

any grave dignified compofition, when he writes

hiftory, politics, or poetry, the pains he muft

take to write, in a manner different from that

in which he fpeaks, will not much affect his

productions ; the language of fuch compofitions

is, in every cafe, railed above that of common
life

;
and therefore, the deviation which a Scot-

tijh author is obliged to make from the common

language of the country, can be of little preju-
dice to him. But if a writer is to defcend to

common and ludicrous pictures of life ; if, in

fhort, he is to deal in humorous compofition,
his language muft be, as nearly as poffible, that

of common life, that of the bulk of the people :

but a Scotfman who wifhes to write Englifo can-

not eafily do this. He neither fpeaks the Englijh

dialect, rior is it fpoken by thofe around him :

any knowledge he has acquired of the language
is got from books, not from converfation. Hence

Scottifi authors may have been prevented from at-

tempting to write books of humour ; and, when

they have tried it, we may be able, in fome mea-

fure, to account for their failure.

In confirmation of thefe remarks, it may be

obferved, that almoft the only works of humour
which we have in this country, are in the Scottijh

VOL. ii, O dialect,
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dialed, and moftofthem were written before the

union of the kingdoms, when the Scotch was the

written, as well as the fpoken language of the

country. The Gentle Shepherd, which is full of

natural and ludicrous reprefentations of low life,

is written in broad Scotch. Many of our ancient

Scottijh ballads are full of humour. If there have

been lately any publications of humour in this

country, written in good Englifa, they have been

moftly of the graver fort, called irony. In this

fpecies of writing, where the author himfelf never

appears to laugh, a more dignified compofition
is admiffible

; and, in that cafe, the difadvantage

of writing in a language different from that in

which the author fpeaks, or thofe around him

converfe, is not fo fenfibly felt.

N 84. SATURDAY, February 26, 1780.

Clamant periifTe pudorem
Cun&i pene patres. HoR.

T O difpute the right of Fa/hion to enlarge,

to vary, or to change the ideas, both of

man and woman kind, were a want of good

breeding, of which the author of a periodical

paper,
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paper, who throws himfelf, as it were, from

day to day, on the protection of the polite world,

cannot be fuppofed capable. I pay, therefore,

very little regard to the obfervatrons of fome

antiquated Correfpondents, who pretend to fet

up what they call the invariable notions of

things, againft the opinions and practice of

people of condition. At the fame time, I mud

obferve, that, as there is a College in Phyfic^ and

a Faculty (as it is called in Scotland) in Law ;

fo, in Fafhion, there is a felect body, who enjoy

many privileges and immunities, to which pre-

tenders, or inferior practitioners in the art, are

by no means entitled. There is a certain grace

in the rudenefs, and wit in the folly of a perfon
of fafhion, to which one of a lower rank has no

manner of pretenfion.

I am afraid that our city (talking like a man
who has travelled) is but a fort of mimic me-

tropolis, and cannot fairly pretend to the fame li-

cence of making a fool of itfelf, asLondon or Paris.

The circle, therefore, taking them in the gros,
of our fafhionable people here, have feldom ven-

tured on the fame beautiful irregularity in drefs,

in behaviour, or in manners, that is frequently

pradtifed by the leaders of the ton in the capitals

of France or England.
With individuals, the fame rule of fubor-

dination is to be obferved, which, however,

perfons of extraordinary parts, of genius above

o 2 their
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their condition, are fometimes apt to overlook.

I perceive, in the pit of the play-houfe, fome

young men, who have got fuddled in punch,
as noify and as witty as the gentlemen in the

boxes, who have been drinking Burgundy ;

and others, who have come fober from the

counter, or the writing-deik, give almoft as

little attention to the play as the men of -3000

a-year. My old fchool-acquaintance, Jack

WoudbC) t'other morning, had a neckcloth as

dirty as a Lord's, and picked his teeth after

dinner, for a quarter of an hour, by the affift-

ance of the little mirror in the lid of his tooth'

pick cafe.
I take the firft opportunity of giving

him a friendly hint, that this practice is ele-

gant only in a man who has made the tour of

Europe.
Nature and Fafoion are two oppofite powers,

that have long been at variance with one an-

other. The firft is allowed to preiide over the

bulk of the people known by the denomination

of the vulgar ; the laft is peculiar to the higher
orders of the ftate, and by her honours they
have a title to be diftinguimed. Attention to

interefling fcenes, civility to thofe we ought to

oblige, and propriety in public behaviour, belong
to Nature, and are therefore the property of the

people. It is a direct: infringement on the rights

of Fajbion^ if the inferior members of the com-

munity mail laugh where they fhould cry,be noify

where
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where they fhould be filent, rude where they

ihould be civil, or dirty where they fhould be

cleanly. Thefe are the badges of greatnefs, and,

like certain coats armorial^ are only to be borne

by illuflrious perfonages.

Thefe are matters in which, I think, I may
venture to interpofe my advife or animadver-

fion. But, as to fome more delicate fubjecls,

I am very doubtful whether they come within

the limits of my jurifdidtion, or how far it

would be prudent in me to exercife it, if they
did. I mean this as a general apology for not

inferting a variety of letters from unknown

Correfpondents, giving me information of cer-

tain irregularities in the manners and deport-
ment of the famionable world, which they de-

fire may be taken immediate notice of in the

MIRROR. One who writes under the fignature
of Rujlicus, tells me, that painting is now be-

come fo common a practice among our fine la-

dies, that he has oftner than once been intro-

duced to a lady in the morning, from whom,
till he informed himfelf of her name, he was

furprifed to receive a curtfey at the play or the

concert. Another, who fubfcribes himfelf Mo-
deftus, defires me to imitate the example of the

Taller, by animadverting, not on the large but

the fmall fize of the petticoat, which, he fays,

has fo flirunk up this winter, that there is more

03 of
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of the ankle feen than he can find countenance

to look at.

To the firft of thefe Correfpondents I muft

anfwer, that I think the ladies (whofe number

I am inclined to believe is fmall) who choofe

to drefs their faces in rouge or carmine, are ex-

empted from all cenfure ; they certainly do it

to pleafe themfelves, as they know how much

it is detefted by the men. Or, perhaps, they
are of that icy order of females who have made

vows of perpetual celibacy, and thus varnifh

over their beauty, as virtuofi do certain delicate

natural productions, which are meant to be

looked at, but never to be touched. As to the

complaint of Modeftus, I can only account for

the prefent fhortnefs of the petticoat, from the

attention of the ladies being fo much engrofled

about their beads, as to leave them no leiiure to

take care of the other extremity ;
as generals,

who are anxious to cover one part of their works,
are apt to leave an oppofite quarter defencelefs.

But the moft ferious complaint I have re-

ceived, is a letter fubfcribed Cenfor, arraigning,

with true Juvenalian feverity, the conduct of a

certain Club, which, in the words of my Corre-

fpondent,
"

continues, in defiance of decency
and good manners, to infult the public in

Large Characters, in the front of every newf-

paper in town. This (he adds) moves my
"

indig-

"



N 84. THE MIRROR. 199

"
indignation the more, when I confider that

"
feveral of its principal members are arrived at

" a period of life which mould teach decorum,
" at leaft, if it does not extinguifh vice."

In anfwer to this angry Correfpondent, I will

tell him the following ftory : Some years ago, I

happened to be in York at the time of the quizes.

Dining one day in a tavern with fome gentle-

men of that city and its neighbourhood, we were

violently difturbed by the noife of fomebody be-

low, who hooted and halloo'd, fmacked his whip,
and made his fervants found their French horns;

in mort, rehearfed, during the whole time ofpur

dinner, all
"

the glorious tumult of the chace."

Some of the company, after feveral ineffectual

mefTages by the waiter, began to be angry, and

to think of a very ferious remonftrance with the

fportfman below. But an elderly perfon, who
fat oppofite to me, pacified their refentment :

"
I know the gentleman who difturbs you,"

faid he
;

"
his head-piece was never one of the

48
beft ;

but now, poor man ! I believe we muft
*'

let him alone Since he is paft running down
" the fox in the field, he muft e'en be allowed
"

to hunt him in the parlour,"

o 4
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N 85. TUESDAY, February 29, 1780.

Poflum oblivifci qui fuerim ? Non fentire qui fim ? Quo
caream honore ? Qua gloria ? Quibus liberis ? Quibus

fortunis ? Cic. ad ATT.

A PERIODICAL publication, fuch as the"
MIRROR, is, from its nature, confined

chiefly to profe compofitions. My illuftrious

predecefibr, the SPECTATOR, has, however,

fometimes inferted a little poem among his other

eflays ;
and his example has been imitated by

moft of his fucceflbrs. Perhaps it may be from

this caufe, that, among the variety of commu-
nications I have lately received, many of them

confift of poetical compofitions. I muft ob-

ferve in general to thefe Correfpondents, that,

though the infertion of a poem now and then

may not be altogether improper for a work of

this kind, yet it is not every poetical compofi-
tion that is fit for it. A poem may be poflefled

of very confiderable merit, and may be entitled

to applaufe, when publifhed in a poetical col-

lection, though, from its fubject, its length, or

the manner in which it is written, it may not

be fuited to the MIRROR. I hope my poetical

Correfpondents, therefore, will receive this as an

apology for their poems not being inferted, and

will by no means confider their exclufion as

proceeding



N 85. T H E M I R R O R. aot

proceeding from their being thought deftitute of

merit.

Among the poetical prefents I have received,

there is, however, one, which feems very well

fuited to a work of this kind. The gentleman
from whom I received it fays, he has been in-

formed that it was founded on the following

infcription (probably written from real feeling)

on the window of an inn, fituated in the High-
lands of Scotland.

" Of all the ills unhappy mortals know,
'* A life of wandering is the greateft woe ;

* On all their weary ways wait Care and Pain,
" And Pine and Penury, a meagre train,
* A wretched Exile to his country fend,
"

Long worn with griefs, and long without a friend."

This poem contains a defcription of the fitua-

tiori of a Scotch gentleman who had been obliged

to leave his country for rebellion againft our pre-
fent happy government. It points out the fatal

confequences of fuch treafonable attempts, and

reprefents the diftrefs of the perfon defcribed, in

a very interefting and pathetic manner.

THE EXILE. AN ELEGY.

w-r THERE, 'midfl the ruins of a fallen ftate,

The once fam'd Tiber rolls his fcanty wave,
Where half a column now derides the great,

Where half a itatue yet records the brave :

With
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With trembling fteps an Exile wander'd near,

In Scottijh weeds his fhrivell'd limbs array'd ;

His furrow'd cheek was crofs'd with many a tear,

And frequent flghs his wounded foul betray'd.

Oh ! wretch ! he cry'd, that like fome tioubled ghoft
Art doom'd to wander round this world of woe,

While memory fpeaks of joy for ever loft,

Of peace ! of comfort, thou haft ceas'd to know !

Thefe are the fcenes, with fancy 'd charms endow'd,
Where happier Britons, cafting pearls away,

The fools of found, of empty trifles proud,
Far from the land of blifs and freedom ftray.

Wou'd that, for yonder dome, thefe eyes could fee

The wither'd oak that crowns my native hill !

Thefe urns let ruin wafte ;
but give to me

The tuft that trembles o'er its lonely rill.

Oh ! facred haunts ! and is the hillock green
That faw our infant-fports beguile the day?

Still are our feats of fairy fafliion feen ?

Or is my little throne of mofs away ?

Had but Ambition, in this tortur'd breaft,

Ne'er fought to rule beyond the humble plain,

Where mild Dependance holds the vaflal bleft,

Where faith and friendship fix the chieftain's reign;

Thus had I liv'd the life my fathers led ;

Their name, their
family had not ceas'd to be;

And thou, Manimiat on thy earthly bed !

My name, my family, what were thefe to thee !

Three little moons had feen our growing love,

Since firft Monlmia join'd her hand to mine;
Three little moons had feen us bleft above

All that enthufiaft hope could e'er divine.

a Urg'd
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TJrg'd by the brave, by fancy'd glory warm'd,

In treafon honelt, if 'twas treafon here j

For rights fuppos'd, my native band I arm'd,

And join'd
the ftandard Charles had dar'd to rear.

Fated we fought, my gallant vafTals fell,

But fav'd their mafter in the bloody flrife;

Their coward mafter, who cou'd live to tell

He faw them fall, yet tamely fuffer'd life.

Let me not think ; but, ah ! the thought will rife,

Still in my whirling brain its horrors dwell,

When pale and trembling, with uplifted eyes,

Monimia faintly breath 'd a laft farewel !

"
They come," (he faid ;

"
fly, fly thefe ruthlefs foes,

" And fave a life, in which Morumla lives j

" Believe me, Henry, light are all her woes,
"

Except what Henry's dreaded purpofe gives I

" And would'ft thou die, and leave me thus forlorn,
*' And blaft a life the moft inhuman fpare?

" Oh ! live in pity to the babe unborn
" That ftirs within me to affift my prayer !"

What could I do ? Contending paflions ftrove,

And prefs'd my bofom with alternate weight,

Unyielding honour, foft perfuafive love >

I fled and left her left her to her fate !

Faft came the ruffian band ; no melting charm,
That e'er to fuffering beauty Nature gave,

The ruthlefs rage of party can difarm j

Thy tears, Monimia^ wanted power to fave !

She, and the remnant of her weeping train,

Whofe faithful love ftill linlc'd them to her fide,

Torn from their dwelling, trode the defert plain,

No hut to Iheker, and no hand to guide.

Thick
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Thick drove its fnow before the wintry wind,

And midnight darknefs wrapp'd the heath they paft,

Save one fad gleam, that, blazing far behind,

The ancient manfion of my father's caft.

Calmly fhe faw the fmouldering ruins glare ;

61 'Tis part, all-righteous God ! 'tis paft," fhe cried !

" But for my Henry hear my lateft pray'r !"

Big was her burfting heart; fhe groan 'd, and died !

Still, in my dreams, I fee her form confefs'd,

Sailing, in robes of light, the troubled fky !

And foon, (he whifpers, fhall my Henry reft-

And, dimly fmiling, points my place to die !

I hear that voice, I fee that pale hand wave !

I come once more to view my native fhore j

Stretch'd on Monimia's long-negle&ed grave

To clafp the fed, and feel my woes no more !

Z

N 86. SATURDAY, March 4, 1780.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,

JI/TANY ineftimable medicines, as well for

*^-*-
preferving health as for curing difeafes, are

overlooked by our modern practitioners. An
attempt to revive fome of thofe obfolete reme-

dies, though it may appear better fuited to a me-

dical
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dical performance, yet does not feem altogether

foreign to the MIRROR
;

fince a. found mind^

according to the well-known apophthegm, is in

natural alliance with afound body, the fame pub-
lication which is calculated for the improvement
of the one, may not improperly be made fubfer-

vient to the health of the other.

I. The firft that I (hall mention is of fovereign

efficacy in reftoring debilitated ftomachs to their

proper tone. It renders the body vigorous, and

it prolongs the days of man even unto extreme

old age. Of it Tufpiuf^ an eminent phyfician of

Amfterdam, treats in his Obfervationes Medi-

aaales.
In fome languages it is called Cba, in others,

zai ; but with us it has received the appellation
of Tea.

II. There is another fimple of a fmgular kind :

according to the great traveller Pietro ddla Valle,

it is cooling in fummer, and warms in winter,

without, however, changing its qualities.

It expelled a gout, of thirty years ftandingj
from the toes of the Reverend Alexander d?Al-

bertus, a bare-footed friar of Marfeilles^ aged

feventy.

For a long time Madame dc Laufun could not

walk without the aid of a crutch ; and no won-
der ; for the good lady

" had numbered the frofts

" of fourfcore and two winters." She was feized

with what my author calls a tertian quartan

ague,
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ague, which undoubtedly is a very bad thing,

though I do not find it in my dictionary : but

{he tried father Alexander s remedy ;
her youth

was renewed, as one might fay \comme rajeunie\

and me threw away her crutch.

The wife of M. Morln, phyficlan at Grenoble
',

was reduced to the laft extremity by a confirmed

P/^jyfc, of no lefs than fixteen years endurance:

at length the Doctor found out a method of lay-

ing the difeafe that had fo-obftinately haunted

his bed. By way ofexperiment he adminiftered

the remedy to his cherie moltie (dear half), which

is French for a wife. She recovered of her Pthyfic,

and afterwards, by ufmg the fame remedy, of

another difeafe with a horrible Greek name, a

Peripneumony*
I might add many and various effects of this

medicine ftill more wonderful. That of the

public fpeaker, who was feized with a fit of

modefty, is moft remarkable. By taking a fingle

dofe, he felt himfelf reftored to his wonted

compofure of mind j. and he declared that he

could, with eafe, have fpoken out another hour.

For this and other authenticated cures, the

inquifitive reader is referred to the treatife of

Philip Sylvefter du Tour^ concerning the virtues

of Coffee.

III. There is a certain weed,
"
which, taken

" a while after meat, helps digeftion ;
it voids

<c
rheum, &c. A little of it being fleeped over

44

night
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"
night in a little white wine, is a vomit that

<f never fails in its operation. It cannot endure
" a fpider or a flea, or fuch like vermin : it

"
is good to fortify and preferve the fight,

"
being let in round about the balls of the eyes

" once a-week, and frees them from all rheums,
"

driving them back by way of repercuffion:
" taken into the ftomach it will heal and cleanfe
"

it
;
for my Lord Sunderland, prefident of York,

"
taking it downwards into his ftomach, it cured

" him of an impofthume, which had been of a
"

long time engendering out of a bruife he had
" received at foot- ball, and fo preferved his life

"
for many years."

Thefe are the words of Howel, in his letters,

where he enlarges on the praife of Tobacco.

IV. But there is ftill another medicine of afto-

nifhing virtues, which have been circumftantially

related by Mattbiolus^ an Italian phyfician of the

fixteenth century : it is
" a liquid which, when

"
ikilfully prepared, proves a powerful and-

"
feptic [an oppofer of corruption] to every

"
thing fteeped in it

;
and fo, by removing all

"
tendency to corruption, it is a comforter and

" a reftorative, and preferves and prolongs the
"

lives of thofe who ufe it. It not only che-
" rimes the natural heat, and preferves it in its

"
full vigour, but it likewife renovates, as it were,

" and vivifies the animal fpirits, gives an agree-
"

able warmth to the ftoraach, fharpens the ap-
"

prehenfion
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"
prehenfion and underftanding, clears the eye-

"
fight, and repairs the memory : it is more

"
peculiarly beneficial to thofe who are of too

" cold a temperament, and who are fubject to

*' crudities of the ftomach, and other diforders
u

proceeding from cold affections. It therefore
" affords a fovereign relief to all who arc
" tormented with pains in the ftomach or bowels,
"

proceeding from wind or indigeftion ; as alfo

*' to thofe who are fubjecl: to giddinefs, the fall-

"
ing ficknefs, a relaxation of the nervous fyf-

"
tern, inveterate melancholy, hypochondriacal

"
diforders, palpitations of the heart, tremors,

" and fainting fits."

Matthiolus fubjoins the method of ufmg this

medicine :

$. Once a day a table-fpconful of Aquavits

dtftilledfrom the befl wine. But, with all de-

ference to his authority, Aquavittz^ diftilled even

from the beft wine, is not fuperior in any of its

virtues to our great ftaple, Whljky : for, from

the refearches of our own patriotic philofophers,
thefetwo conclufions may be deduced ; iy#, That

Whljky is a liquor pleafant to the tafte ; and*

2*#x, That it is a ivbolefomefpirit.

V. I mail conclude with a receipt which might
have been confidered as of general importance in

the feventeenth century, and may prove of no
lefs importance in the nineteenth.
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Bartholomew Carrichters, in his Secret, b. 2.

c. 12. published a recipe which is mightily com-

mended by Heftor Schlands, in an epiftle to his

learned friend Gregorius Horftlus ;
fee Horjlil

Epift. Medic, i. 7. 1612. " $. Dogs greafe,
<c well diflblved and cleanfed, 4 ounces. Bears
"

greafe, 8 ounces. Capons greafe, 24 ounces.
" Three trunks of the mifletoe of hazle, while
"

green ;
cut it in pieces, and pound it fmall,

<c
till it becomes moift : bruife it together, and

" mix all in a phial. After you have expofed it

" to the fun for nine weeks, you mall extract a
"

green ointment, wherewith if you anoint the
" bodies of the bewitched, efpecially the parts
"

moft offered, and the joints, they will
certainly" be cured."

This recipe was tried with amazing fuccefs in

the cafe of a young girl, whofe condition was

truly deplorable ; for " me vomited feathers,
" bundles of ftraw, and a row of pins Jltick in
" blue paper, as frejh and new as any in the
"

pedlar s Jlall, pieces of glafs windows, and
" nails of a cart-wheel

; as may be feen in The
"

Wonderful and true Relation of the bewitching" a young Girl in Ireland, 1669," by Daniel

Higgs.
It is with the utmoft diffidence that I give my

own fentiments in the Materia Medica, efpecially
on a fubject which has been exprefsly treated by
fuch men as Dr. Bartholomeus Carrichters, and

VOL. ii. p Dr.
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Dr. Hector Schlands. May I then be permitted

humbly to propofe this quere^ Is there not fome

reafon to conjecture, that the recipe^ fo effectual

in the cafe of bewitching, would anfwer equally

well in the cafe of childblaim f

I am, &c.

ANTIQJJARIUS.

N 87. TUESDAY, March 7, 1780.

Men fear death as children fear to go in the dark ; and as

that natural fear in children is increafed with tales, fo is

the other. BACON.

*T^HERE is in the mind of man a fund of fu-

**
perftition, which, in all nations, in all ages,

and in all religions, has been attended with ef-

fects powerful and extraordinary. In this re-

fpect, no one people feem entitled to boaft of

any fuperiority over the reft of mankind. All

feem, at one time or other, to have been alike

the flaves of a weak, a childifh, or a gloomy fu-

perftition. When we behold the Romans, wife

and great as they were, regulating their conduce,
in their moft important affairs, by the accidental

flight of birds ; or, when threatened by fome

national calamity, creating a dictator for the fole

purpoic
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purpofe of driving a nail into a door, in order to

avert the impending judgment of Heaven
j
we

are apt, according to the humour we are in, to

fmile at the folly, or to lament the weaknefs of

human nature.

A little reflection, however, is fufficient to

fhew, that, with all our advantages, we our-

felves are, in this particular, equally weak and

abfurd. The modern citizen of Rome, who
thinks he can appeafe an offended Deity, by
creeping on his knees up the fteps of St. Peter's

fo many times a day ; or the pious Neapolitan,
who imagines that carrying forth the relics of

St.Januarius^ is fufficient to flop an eruption
of mount Vefuvius ;

are equal objects of pity

with the good Roman, who devoutly affifted at

driving the nail into the temple oiJupiter Capi-
tolintis.

It is amufing to obferve the conduct of our

firft reformers in this particular. Their pene-
tration led them to difcover the grofs errors and

manifold fuperftitions of the church of Rome ;

and their fpirit and ftrength of mind, aided by
fortunate circumftances, enabled them to fet

themfelves free from thofe fhackles in which

Europe had been held for fo many ages. But

no fooner had they done fo, than they and their

followers adopted another mode of fuperftition,

in the place of that which it had coft them fo

much pains to pull down. To waffes, and

p 2 cl
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tlfixes, and images, were fubftituted a precife

ftverity of manner, and longfermons, and a cer-

tain mode offanftifying the Sabbath^ which were

inculcated as conftituting the fum of virtue,

and as comprehending the whole duty of a

Chriftian. So ingenious are men in rinding out

fomething to put in the place of true piety and

virtue ! Neither is this confined to one religion

or to one feel:. To the fame caufe muft be at-

tributed the broad brim and plain coat of the

Quaker, the ablutions of the Gentoo, the pil-

grimages of the Mahometan, the fevere fafts

obferved in the Greek church, with numberlefs

other inftances that might be mentioned.

There is a fpecies of fuperftition, which, per-

haps, might be traced back to a fimilar origin,

that often lays ftrong hold of the imagination,

and fills the mind with terrors and apprehen-

fions, which reafon and philofophy have not

power to eradicate, when once they have fairly

got hold of us. Of this fort is the dread of

apparitions, of fpirits, and of witches. Mr.

Addifon, in an excellent paper in the Speftator^

has fliewn the folly of thofe apprehenfions, and
has cautioned parents to be particularly careful

to prefervc their children from thofe little hor-

rors of imagination, which they are apt to con-

trad when they are young, and are not able to

{hake off when they grow up. He juftly ob-

ferves, that, next to a clear judgment and a

good



NO 87.- THE MIRROR. 213

good confcience, a found imagination is the

greateft bleffing of life. Perhaps it might be

going too far to attribute to this efTay of Mr.

Addifon the reformation fo ftrongly recommend-

ed by him. It is, however, certain, that all

thefe apprehenfions, formerly produ&ive of fo

much real uneafmefs, are now, in a great meafure,

unknown. We have fo far fucceeded in pluck"

ing the old woman out of our hearts ; and we no

longer fee a brave foldier afraid to walk through
a dark paflage, or an intrepid failor fhrink with

horror at the thought of pafling the night in a

folitary apartment.

There is, however, another weaknefs fome-

what a- kin to this, that, I am afraid, ftill pre-

vails among us, which my fondnefs for chil-

dren, and the pleafure I find in prattling with

them, give me frequent opportunities of obferv-

ing. I mean, a cuftom of terrifying children,

and filling their young minds with gloomy ap-

prehenfions of death. This is one of the moft

common methods employed by ignorant nurfery-

maids, and foolim parents, to frighten infants into

obedience. But nothing can be more abfurd, or

attended with more pernicious confequences.

Were a perfon of a timid frame of mind under a

neceffity of crofling the ocean, would it be the

part of a friend to magnify the danger, and to

amufe him, all the way to the port where he was

to embark, with accounts of florins and tempefts,

P 3 and
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and with a fearful picture of the many and vari-

ous hazards to which he muft be expofed on the

voyage ?

A wife parent, attentive to the future happi-

nefs of his children, ought to follow a very
different rule of conduct. From their earlieft

infancy, he ought to make the idea of death fa-

miliar to them
;
he ought to accuftom them to

look upon it, not only without fear, but with the

fame indifference as on any other unavoid-

able occurrence to which they are daily expoled.

By this means they will, as they advance in

life, be led to confider it as a friend rather than

an enemy ; they will perceive that, but for

death, this world would be a prifon more dread-

ful than any the mod cruel tyrant ever invented;

they will look forward to it as the only period to

the cares of this life, as a happy paffage to that

better world, where only they can expect a com-

plete reward for a faithful difcharge of their duty
in this.

However abfurd a dread of witches and appa-
ritions may be, the confequences attending it

are not fo bad as thofe that flow from the fear

of death. The one, it is true, fills the mind

with many difagreeable apprehenfions, and

caufes many uneafy moments ;
but the other

unfits a man for difcharging his duty in fociety,

and too often expofes him to infamy and dif-

grace. Courage is a quality that depends, in

fome
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fome meafure, on the conftitution of the body ;

and it has been obferved, that the fame indivi-

dual is not, at all times, and upon all occa-

fions, equally brave. I cannot help being of

opinion, however, that if a boy, from his ear-

lieft infancy, were taught to view death in a

juft light, he would imperceptibly acquire a

ftrength of mind, that would enable him to face

danger, and to do his duty, on all occafions,

without being obliged to fummon up his refolu-

tion, and to call reafon to his aid, upon every

trying emergence.

I have heard it faid, that, if men were accuf-

tomed to defpife death, they would be apt,

through a fort of fool-hardinefs, to throw away
their lives on every flight occafion or idle quar-
rel. But, for my own part, I entertain a very
different opinion ; that fool-hardinefs is feldom

to be met with in a man of a calm, firm, deter-

mined mind, who knows how to eftimate the

true value of life. In general, it proceeds from

a fecret confcioufnefs, that leads a man to put too

high a value on the quality of courage, and to

indulge his vanity by a difplay of it; as we often

fee men moft defirous to be thought to poflefs

thofe virtues and thcfe talents, to which, in rea-

lity, they have the leaft pretenfions.

I was much pleafed with a converfation I had

on this fubjeft, on a vifit I lately paid to Lady
, the wife of my much valued friend

P 4 Genera!
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-, who is now abroad fighting

the battles of his country. I found her in her

dreffing-room, furrounded by a group of the

moft lovely children. After they retired, fhe

began to complain, that, with all the attention

a parent could beftow, it was often impoflible

to prevent children from receiving bad and im-

proper impreffions from fervants and attendants.
"

It was but juft now," faid fhe,
"

your fa-
"

vourite, little Charles, told his brother, that,
*'

if he was a bad boy, he would be put into a
" black box, carried to the church-yard, thrown
" into a hole, and covered over with earth."

After fome obfervations on the bad tendency of

reprefenting death in frightful colours, fhe faid,

fhe had often been difpofed to think the poets to

blame in this particular, who, by dwelling on all

the circumftances attending our diflblution, and

prefenting them to the imagination in ftrong and

lively colours, often leave an impreffion which

reafon is not able entirely to wear off. She in-*

flanced the well-known lines of Shakefpeare :

*'
Ay, but to die, and go we know not where j

<c To He in cold obftruftion, and to rot ;

" This fenfible warm motion to become
" A kneaded clod ; and the dilated fpirit
*' To bathe in

fiery floods, or to refide

In thrilling regions of thick-ribb'd ice ;

" To be imprifon'd in the viewlefs winds,
* c And blown with reftlefs violence round about

The pendent world ; or to be worfe than worfl

Of
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" OF thofe that lawlefs and uncertain thought
"

Imagine howling-, "'tis too horrible !

" The weariefl and mod loathed worldly life

* That age, ache, penury, imprifonment
" Can lay on nature, is a paradife
" To what we fear of death."

"
It is impoflible," faid (he,

"
to read thofe

"
lines without being affected by them. Yet,

" were I to judge from my own feelings, I

" mould think the fentiment unjuft. If to me,"

continued me, ftealing a glance at the picture of

my friend, while an involuntary tear half ftarted

in her eye,
"

if to me there be any thing ter-

4t
rible in death, it proceeds from the thoughts

" of what I mould leave, not from the dread of
" what I mould meet with."

M

N 88. SATURDAY, March n, 1780.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,

T\/rY father was a farmer in a tolerably re-
^ A

putable fituation. I was his eldeft fon;

and, at the age of fix years, I was fent to the

parifh-fchool, to be taught reading and writing.

My
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My father naturally made enquiries concerning

my progrefs, and the fchoolmafter gave him the

moft flattering accounts. After I had fpent the

ufual time in learning to read and write, my
mafter faid, it would be a pity to cut fhort a boy
of my genius, and advifed my father to allow

me to remain a year or two longer at his fchool

that I might get a little Latin. This flattered

my father's vanity, as it put his fen in a fitua-

tion to appear fomewhat above that of the chil-

dren of the neighbouring farmers. I was al-

lowed to fit on the fame bench at fchool with

our landlord's fon, and I had fometimes the ho-

nour to be whipped for his faults. In ftudying
Latin I fpent three years. The account which

my father received of my progrefs in that lan-

guage, led him to follow my teacher's fuggeftion,

to give me a little Greek. Having gone thus

far, the tranfition was eafy ; it would be a pity,

faid our fanguine advifers, to lofe all the know-

ledge I had got ;
with my application, and my

genius, if I profecuted my ftudies, I might be-

come a very learned, and a very great man. If

I ftudied divinity (which was propofed), I

might, in time, preach in the pulpit of the very

parifli in which my father lived
; nay, I might

rife to be a Profeflbr in theUniverfity, or become

Moderator of the General Affembly of the church

of Scotland.

I was accordingly entered a fludent in the

univerfity.



N88. THE MIRROR. 219

univerfity. My father confidered my fortune as

now made ; and my expectations were not infe-

rior to his. But I foon found my fituation at

the univerfity a very hard and uneafy one. My
father had been able to fupply me tolerably with

neceiTaries at the parim-fchool ; but to do this

at the univerfity, fituated in a great and expen-
five town, was above his power. I was obliged

to walk about, therefore, with a fhabby coat,

and with an empty purfe. I could not attend

all the lectures I wifhed, for want of money to

purchafe admiffion, or to procure the neceflary

books. I now likewife found, that, far from

being more knowing than my college compa-

nions, as my country fchoolmafter flattered me
would be the cafe, moft of them knew more

than I did ; they had been better taught, and

had profited accordingly. Poverty, want of

books, of friends, and of the other convenien-

cies of life, were not circumftances very well

fuited for the ftudy of the beauties of Homer

and Virgil^ nor for making a progrefs in the

abftract fciences
; but, with all thefe difficul-

ties, I gave fuch clofe and intenfe application,

that I was able to pick up a good deal of learn-

ing, and my diligence drew the attention of

fome of the profeflbrs. By their intereft I was

recommended to Mr.M , a gentleman of

confiderable fortune, who refided in the town

where the univerfity is fituated, to be tutor to

his
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his children ; and accordingly he was pleafed to

engage me at the falary of 20 a-year, with

the additional advantage of living in his houfe.

I now thought the world was all before me ;

and every thing feemed to flatter me with pre-
fent happinefs and future exaltation. Out of

my falary I hoped to afford to be better drefled,

to buy more books, and to attend more lectures.

I expected, from the knowledge I had acquired,

to be able to make a figure in the company
which reforted to Mr. M.'s. I doubted not that

they would fingle me out as a prodigy of learn-

ing and genius ; that, by their favour, I might
be recommended to fome lucrative or honour-

able place ; or, at leaft, that I fhould, by Mr.

M.'s intereft, be fettled as a minifter in fome

church, after having pleafantly fpent a year or

two in his family in attending to my pupils,

from whofe progrefs and improvement I expected

equal pleafure and reputation. How thefe hopes

have been anfweped, I proceed to inform you.

When I entered into Mr. M.'s family, I

found it was expected that I mould not only at-

tend to the ftudies of the eldeft fon, a lad of

about fourteen, but that I was likewife to take

care of all the younger children, confiding of

no fewer than fix. Some of thefe were to be

taught to read ; others, who were too young for

that, I was to look after, and walk out with

them when they went abroad, to keep them out

of
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of harm's way, to prevent them from falling

into a ditch, or being run down by a carriage.

This I faw rnuft occupy my whole time ; and

every thought of reading for my own improve-
ment was to be laid afide. But though, in this

manner, a temporary flop was to be put to my
learning, I' ftill nattered myfelf I mould make it

up by the improvement and knowledge of the

world I mould acquire from the fociety and

converfation at Mr. M.'s. But this expectation

was as vain as the former. When there were

ftrangers of diftinction at the houfe, I was not

allowed to fit at table, but was placed in a cor-

ner of the room with the younger children,

where my province was to attend to what they

eat, and to cut their meat for them. When the

family were alone, or the guefts were fuch as

Mr. M. did not think neceffary to treat with

much ceremony, I was permitted to fit at table;

but I foon found, even when this was the cafe,

that I was riot to be permitted to talk there.

Seldom, indeed, was there any converfation

which was worth joining in
; but when any oc-

curred in which I ventured to join, what I faid

was received in fuch a manner, that I was

obliged to refolve to be filent. If I threw in an

obfervation which ftarted a doubt of the juftice

of any thing that was faid, I was confidered as

an impertinent conceited fellow, who had no

right to exprefs his doubts 3 if I endeavoured {o

fupport
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fupport any opinion, I faw I was deemed offi-

cious and troublefome. Mr. M. who, to the

credit the world juftly gave him for a great for-

tune, wimed alfo to add the reputation, though
without any pretenfions, of learning, was afraid,

when I opened my mouth, left people fhould

think that his fon's tutor was more knowing
than he; and, therefore, took care always to

contradict me flatly, and with an air of fupe-

riority ; and, fometimes, even made a joke of

that awkwardnefs of manner, which it was im-

poflible one in my fituation could have efcaped.

You may judge what effect this treatment muft

have upon one who can relifh the beauties of

the daffies, and has read many of the moft emi-

nent French and Englifh authors. Poor, helplefs,

arid dependant as I am, fomething within tells

me that I am fuperior but I have no title to

be proud.

For fome time, the only pleafant moments

which I had in Mr. M.'s family, were thofe em-

ployed in reading with my eldeft pupil. But

this continued a very fhort time. The young

gentleman foon began to defpife one, whom he

faw his father and his father's friends treat with

fo much difrefpecl: ; and, inftead of following

my directions, took care to do the very reverfe

of whatever I defired him. I perceived alfo

he made me the fubject of jeft with his compa-
nions. In vain did I endeavour to reprefent

2 this
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this in the gentleft manner to Mr. M. I was

the worfe ufed for my complaints ; he afcribed

his ion's little progrefs to my remiflhefs; not

to any fault in the boy, who, I foon found, had

much more influence with his father, in regard

to his education, than I had.

Such, Mr. MIRROR, is my fituation with the

upper members of the family. With thofe of

an inferior rank, it is not a whit more agree-

able. John, the footman, receives a falary

nearly equal to mine, and he wears a better coat.

He, therefore, looks upon himfelf as a finer

gentleman than me
;
and as I am but little re-

ipected by thofe whom he confiders as his bet-

ters, he does not think himfelf bound to refpect

me at all. At dinner, he feldom hears when
I call

; and, when he does, I often get fifh-fauce

to my pudding, and pepper inftead of fugar to

my pancakes. Nor is John to be blamed for

this; for he fees his matter give me port or

punch, while he and his guefts drink claret.

For fome time, indeed, after I came to refide

in the family, I received much complaifance

from Mrs. Deborah Hitchcock, the houfekeeper.
Mrs. Deborah is now confiderably paft her for-

tieth year; in her perfon thick and fquabby,
with a mouth a little awry, and eyes a little

afquint. Mrs. Deborah frequently fends her

compliments, and afks me to drink tea with her,

or invites me to evening entertainments with

her
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her gofliping companions. She is fometimes

alfo fo kind as to vifit me in my own apartment,

fays, fhe wonders I do not tire when alone ;

that (he and I, from our fituation in the family,

fhould be companions to each other
;

and fhe

has feveral times hinted, that, by her long refi-

dence in Mr. M.'s, fhe has acquired a fum which

might be of ufe to a young man like me.

Thus, Sir, I have given you a view of my
fituation in Mr. M.'s family for more than two

years paft that I have refided in it. My pupil

is doing no good under my care. I am not re-

fpected in the family ; the fervants infult me ;

and my farther progrefs in learning is flopped.

I have often refolved to give up my place ; but

what will become of me if I do ? Others will

not enter into my motives
; they will attribute

my conduct to folly or ill temper ;
and I fhall be

thrown upon the wide world without a friend,

without money, and with a mind ill calculated

to ftruggle with poverty and misfortunes. It

has occurred tome, that, ifyou print this letter, and

Mr. M. chance to fee it, it may produce fome

change in my fituation ; or, if it has no other

effect, it may at leaft ferve as a juftification of

my conduct in leaving his family.

I am, &c.

K. B.
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The cafe of Mr. K. B. may perhaps be exag-

gerated ;
but I fufpedt his fituation is not alto-

gether uncommon. Indeed, I have been often,

furprifed to fee men of excellent fenfe in every

other particular, and fond of their children, fo

inattentive to thofe who have the care of them.

It fhould not, methinks, require much reflec-

tion to convince them, that there is a good deal

of refpect due to thofe on whom fo important a

truft as the education of their ' children is de-

volved; it fliould require but little obfervation

to fatisfy them, that, unlefs the parents regard
the tutor, it is impoffible the children can ; that,

unlefs the inftructor be honoured, his precepts

will be contemned. Even independent of thefe

confiderations, fomething is due to a young
man of education and of learning, who, though
his fituation may make it neceflary for him to

receive a falary for his labours, may, from that

learning which he has received, and that tafte

which it has given him, have a mind as inde-

pendent as the wealthieft, and as delicate as

the higheil born.

But, while I venture to fuggeft thofe hints to

fuch gentlemen as may be in a fituation to afford

tutors for their children, I would recommend

the perufal of Mr. B.'s letter to perfons in that

VOL. ii. o condition
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condition from which he has fprung. I have

of late remarked with regret, in this country,
a difpofition in many, who, from their ftation

and circumftances, ought to have been bred

farmers or manufacturers, to become i'cholars,

and men of learned profeflions. Let fuch per-

fons and their parents be aflured, that, though
there may be a few fmgular inftances to the

contrary, there is no purfuit which requires a

competency in point of fortune, more than that

of a man of learning. A young man who has

not enough to make him eafy, and to bear the

expence requifite for carrying on his education,

can hardly be expected to rife to any eminence.

The meannefs of his fituation will humble and

deprefs him, and render him unfit for any

thing elegant or great ; or, if this fhould not

be the cafe, there is much danger of his be-

coming a prey to anxiety and chagrin, and

perhaps pafling a neglected and a miferable life.

K. B. feems to have fuffered much ; he may
ftill have much to fuffer ; had he followed his

father's profeffion, he might have been both

happy and ufeful.

A
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N 89. TUESDAY, March 14, 1780,

SIR,

ir WAS lately one of a pretty numerous com-*
*

pany of both fexes, when a lady then going
to be married was the fubject of converfation,

and was mentioned, by a gentleman prefent, as

a very accomplifl.ed woman, to which the com-

pany in general aflented. One lady remarked,

fhe had often heard that phrafe made ufe of,

without being able precifely to underftand what

was meant by it ; that fhe doubted not it was

beftowed with, propriety on Mifs ; but,

as fhe was not of her acquaintance, fhe wifhed

to know, whether, when one was faid to be an

accomplifhed woman, we were to underftand

fuch accompKfhments as mufic, dancing, French,

&c. which a boarding-fchool affords ; or thofe

higher attainments which the mind is fuppofed
to acquire by reading and reflection ?

" Read-
"

ing and reflection !" repeated, with an iro-

nical fneer, a very fine gentleman, who fat op-

pofite to her ;

"
I wonder how any one can fill

"
girls heads with fuch ridiculous nonfenfe. I

" am fure I never faw a woman's learning have
"

any
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"
any other efFecl: than to make her conceited

" of herfelf, and a plague to her neighbours.
" Were I to enter ihefiac&les, I have too much
"

regard to my own eafe to chufe a lady of re-
"

flcttion ; and, had I any daughters, I mould
"

probably have plague enough with them,
" without their being readers" Another lady,

without taking the fmalleft notice of what the

gentleman had faid, obferved, that fhe did not

wonder young ladies were difcouraged from

taking much pains in improving their minds, as,

whatever a girl's underftanding or mental accom-

plifhments might be, they were univerfally neg-

lected, at leaft by the gentlemen ; and the com-

pany of any fool, provided fhe was handfome,

preferred to theirs. But, as this lady was ra-

ther homely, I durft not rely on her opinion.

An elderly gentleman then faid, he did not fee

that reading could do a woman any harm, pro-

vided they confined themfelves to books fit for

them, and did not meddle with fubjedts they
could not underftand fuch as religion and po-
litics. As to the fir ft, he faid, that if a woman
went regularly to church, faid her prayers, read

her Bible, and did as fhe was bid, he thought
it all that was necelTary ; and as for politics, it

was a fubject far beyond the reach of any fe-

male capacity. This gentleman had a little be-

fore given a very circurnftantial (and I am fure

I thought a very tirefome) account of the me-

thod
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thod of making votes for the next general elec-

tion, to which the company feemed to pay very
little attention ; and if that was what he meant

by politics^ he was certainly in the right ; for I

acknowledge I did not underftand one word of

it ; nor did any of the ladies prefent, as I after-

wards found, comprehend it more than myfelf.

A young gentleman, who, from his correct

manner of fpeaking, I fuppofe practifed the

law, and who had hitherto liftened with great

attention, then took upon him to be our fex's

advocate, and was proceeding to mew (in a very
fenfible manner, as I thought) the little danger
that was to be feared, and the great advantage
that might be reaped, from a young lady's

appropriating a confiderable part of her time

to reading, provided her ftudies were properly

directed ;
when the arrival of fome ceremonious

vifitors put an end to the converfation ; and

the company fat down to cards;

When I came home, I could not help reflect-

ing, with a good deal of uneafmefs, on what I

had heard. For if there is really no fuch thing

as mental accomplifhments rendering a young

lady more amiable, or if reading is to be of

no real fervice to us, I have certainly employed
a great part of my paft life to very little pur-

pofe. I was brought up in the country, where

reading was not only my greateft amufement,

but I was always told, that by that, and making

Q^ 3 proper
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proper reflexions on what I read, I fhould be-

come contented with myfelf, and be beloved

and refpected by all who knew me; and by
thefe improvements alone could hope to equal

my fitter, who is a great deal handfomer than

J, but who could feldom be perfuaded to open
a book.

But the converfatlon above mentioned, which

happened very foon after I came to town, has

raifed many doubts in my mind as to the real

importance of my former ftudies. I have men-

tioned my uneafmefs to feveral of my female

companions, who are all (efpecially fuch as are

not handfome) very much interefted in it, and

would be very happy to fee a MIRROR on this

fubjecT:, though they were much furprifed at my
courage in propofing to write to you ; which,

indeed, I never could have done, had I been

able to find any other way to communicate my
diftrefs.

If you think this letter worthy your attention,

I intreat you to give us, as foon as poffible,

your opinion as to what fort of accomplimments

a young lady ought to be moft anxious to ac*

quire, and whether there is not fome real advan-

tage to be derived from reading ; for I would

fain think the young gentleman was in the

right; though I am forry I have never feen

him fmce, to hear what he had further to fay

on the fubject.

But
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But if, on the contrary, you convince me,
that I either cannot, or need not, aim at any
mental accomplimments, I fhall lay by my book,
and proceed to fmifh fome ornamental pieces of

work, which have hitherto advanced very flowly,

as I was always more felicitous to improve my
mind, than to adorn my perfon.

I am, SIR,
Your conftant reader and admirer,

EMILIA.

It were hard, indeed, if the word accompliJJ}-

tnenf, when applied to a woman, excluded the

idea of fuch mental embelliftiments as Emilia

feems particularly to have ftudied. In the Au-
thor of the MIRROR, fhe has chofen a partial

umpire; for he will fairly own, that he ad-

drefTes many of his papers chiefly to the ladies,

and feels a high degree of pleafure when he is

told that any one of them has been lucky

enough to intereft or to pleafe the fair part of

his Readers. Such a paper he fets down as

one a bonnes fortunes^ and grows vain upon it

accordingly.

It muft, however, be confefled, on the other

hand, that the lefler order of accomplijhmentsy

mentioned by Emilia, are very neceflary attend-

ants on that higher fort, which reading and re-

flcftion
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JkSion confer. They are necefiary even to the

men ; for without them learning grows pedan-

try, and wit becomes rudenefs. But, in women,
a certain foftnefs of addrefs and grace of man-

ner are fo indifpenfable, that no talents or ac-

quirements can poffibly pleafe without them.

To give that foftnefs, to confer that grace,

reading and reflection will not fuffice alone ;
to

impart them in the higheft degree, no other

accomplimments will fuffice, without reading

and reflection. Emilia's harpfichord will fettle

the matter. Let us take treble for the firft fort

of accomplifhments, and bafs for the latter;

flrike with the right hand 'tis mufic, but with-

out ftrength ;
with the left 'tis harfh, and

wants foftnefs; touch it with both hands, and

the inftrument is quite as it fhould be.

It is not from the pofleffion of knowledge,
but from the difplay of it, that a woman ceafes

to be feminine. To lecture with authority, to

argue with violence, to difpute with obftinacy,

are qualifications purely mafculine. It were too

much to fay, that to be in the right, is a male

quality ;
but to feel one's felf in the right, or

rather to fhew that feeling, is not delicately fe-

male. The mufical department will furnifh us

with another illuftration. Emilia has heard of

that fort of fmging below the full powers of

the performer's voice, which the Italians call

tinging fotto-voce ; now, let a woman's under-

flanding



N 89. THE'MIRROR. 233

{landing be ever fo ftrong, let her mind be ever

fo accomplifhed, it mould always be delivered

fotto-voce.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,

TAM juft going to commence bufinefs as a
*

Millinery and am refolved to beftow more

than common pains in furniming out as elegant

a {hop-lift as poffible; being of opinion, that

much of the employment a Ihopkeeper gets, is

owing to the attraction of a happy-fancied fign,

advertifement, or mop-bill. In executing this

intention I have met with feveral difficulties ;

and therefore am induced to trouble you for a

folution of them. A friend of mine, whom I

confulted (becaufe, as he was often reading, I

imagined him to be a wife and learned man),
advifed me to look into a book called jfobnfons

Dictionary, which he faid would fpell, explain,

and deicribe tp me, any thing I was at a lofs

about. Accordingly, after fome difficulty, I

procured a fight of this book from a relation,

who was acquainted with a bookfeller. But as

this fame Johnfon explains his words in a fo-

reign language, I am as much at a lofs as ever;

becaufe I am totally ignorant what language it

is,



234 T H E M I R R O R. N'Sg.

is, and, therefore, cannot judge, whether what

he fays be fuch a defcription of my commo-
dities as will bring me cuftomers. Upon my
looking, for inftance, at his explanation of net-

ivorky I find it to be "
any thing reticulated or

" decuflated with interfaces betwixt the inter-

"
fections." Now, Mr. MIRROR, I beg the

favour of you to tell me what language this is.

You certainly can eafily do it, when you have

obtained fuch a character in town for wifdom

and learning. If it mould be French, be fo

good as tranflate it to me
; and, if it proves to

be fuch a defcription as I think fuits the net-

work I have on hand, I mall moft gladly infert

it in my bill. But if it mould turn out to be

Latin, Greek, Hebrew, or Dutch, or any other

Heathen language, I would not meddle with it

for all the world
;

for no perfon then would

come near my mop. I am advifed by all my
friends to put as much French into my bills and

advertifements as poffible ; and, indeed, I be-

lieve the advice is good ; for I have a relation,

a Perruquier^ as he calls himfelf, who has told

me, that he believed he owed almoft all his bu-

fmefs (and a great deal he had) to an advertife-

ment in the newfpapers interlarded with French

words. It began thus, for I copied it letter for

letter:
"

Perrtiques au dernier gouf, made to

"
fit the head, avec une air blcn degagc, to be

had," &c. This wigmaker informed me, that

there
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there was fcarcely a young beau in town who
wore a wig, that could refift his advertifement.

I mould beg pardon for the freedom I am

ufmg, in thus taking up your time about a mat-

ter which muft appear fo trifling to you ; but

if you are a benevolent man (and fuch I have

heard you are), it will readily occur to you, that,

though my requeft appears of a trivial nature,

yet it treats of an affair of very great confe-

quence to me. This confideration has embold-

ened me to apply to you ; and, if you take the

trouble to give me your affiftance on this occa-

fion, I promife you to take in your MIRROR to

my mop for the amufement of my cuftomers ;

though, upon fecond thoughts, I am doubtful

whether it may not rather hurt my bufmefs. A
mirror is as neceflary to a milliner's fhop, as the

goods that are in it ;
but then it muft be a mir-

ror for the body. Now yours is one for the

.mind ; and my beft cuftomers, in all probability,

will confift of a fet of ladies who feldom or

never look into their minds at all : for thofe la-

dies, Mr. MIRROR, who decorate their perfons

in the higheft extravagance of the fafhion, and

who, of confequence, are the beft cuftomers to

the milliners, are generally fuch, I am told, as

have their minds worft drefled and leaft orna-

mented. Befides, the ladies generally find fome-

thing in the bodily mirror which pleafes them ;

but your mental looking-glafs is one of fuch

juft
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juft reflexion, that, if my ladies mould view

themfelves in it, I am afraid they would be fo

diflatisfied and difpleafed with feeing their minds

fo unadorned as they really are, that they would

go away in very bad humour, and without

laying out a fixpence in ornaments for their

perfons.

I muft, therefore, before I venture upon this

ftep, confider further of it, and have the opinion

of my friends on the matter. I have a good

mind, Sir, to confult yourfelf upon it* I think

fo highly of you, that I fcruple not to abide by

your determination. Be fo good, therefore, as

to tell me in your anfwer, whether you think I

ought to venture to take in your MIRROR to lie

on my counter.

I am, S I R,

Your very humble fervant,

LETITIA LAPPET,
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N 90. SATURDAY, March 18, 1780.

Verum etiam amicum qui intuetur tanquam exemplar ali-

quod intuetur fui. Quocirca et abfentes abfunt, et egen-
tes abundant, et imbecilles valent, et, quod difficilius

dittu eft, mortui vivunt j tantus eos honos, memoria,
defiderium profequitur amicorum. Ex quo illorum beata

mors videtur, horum vita laudabilis. CICERO.

T IFE," fays Sir William Temple,
"

is like

cc J-rf wine j -who would drink it pure, mud
" not draw it to the dregs." Such, I confefs,

has ever been my opinion, although, in reckon-

ing up the good things of this world, long life

is commonly eftimated as one of its chief bleff-

ings.

I am ready to allow, that an old man, look-

ing back on a well-fpent life, in which he finds

nothing to regret, and nothing to be amamed

of, and waiting with dignity for that event which

is to put a period to his exiftence, is one of the

moft venerable and refpectable of all objects.

The idea that he is foon to quit the bufy fcenes

of life, throws a tendernefs around him, fimilar

to that we feel in bidding adieu to a friend who
is to leave us for a long time.

There is, however, fomething wonderfully

unpleafant in the decay of the powers of mind

and body, the neceflary confequence of extreme

old
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old age. To thofe around them, particularly to

thofe with whom they are more nearly con-

nected, the imbecility which almoft always at-

tends perfons in a very advanced period of life,

affords one of the moft affecting fpectacles that

can well be conceived. It is a fituation truly

interefting ; and, while it teaches us to^ make

every allowance for the weaknefs of age, it dif-

pofes us, by every attention, by every mark of

obfervance, to fmooth the fteps of the aged, and

to remove, as much as poffible, thofe clouds that

hang on the evening of life.

It muft, at the fame time, be admitted, that

there are men who live to a very great age, in

the full poffeffiori of their faculties, and, what

is ftill more, with all the affections of the mind

alive and unabated. Yet, even where this is

the cafe, I cannot, for my part, confider long
life as an object much to be defired.

There is one circumftance, which with me is

alone fufficient to decide the queftion. If there

be any thing that can compenfate the unavoid-

able evils with which this life is attended, and

the numberlefs calamities to which mankind are

fubject, it is the pleafure arifing from the fociety

of thofe we love and efteem. Friendfhip is

the cordial of life. But every one who arrives

at extreme old age, muft make his account with

furviving the greater part, perhaps the whole,

of his friends. He muft fee them fall from him

2 by
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by degrees, while he is left alone, fingle and

unfupported, like a leaflefs trunk, expofed to

every ftorm, and fhrinking from every blaft.

I have been led to thefe reflections by a lofs I

lately fuftained in the fudden and unlooked-for

death of a friend, to whom, from my earlieft

youth, I had been attached by every tie of the

moft tender affection. Such was the confidence

that fubfifted between us, that, in his bofom, I

was wont to repofe every thought of my mind,
and every weaknefs of my heart. In framing

him, nature feemed to have thrown together a

variety of oppofite qualities, which, happily tem-

pering each other, formed one of the moft enga-

ging characters I have ever known. An eleva-

tion of mind, a manly firmnefs, a Cajlilian

fenfe of honour, accompanied with a bewitching

fweetnefs, proceeding from the moft delicate

attention to the fituation and the feelings of

others. In his manners fimpleand unafluming;
in the company of ftrangers modeft to a degree
of bamfulnefs ; yet poflefling a fund of know-

ledge, and an extent of ability, which might
have adorned the moft exalted ftation. But it

was in the focial circle of his friends that he ap-

peared to the higheft advantage ; there the na-

tive benignity of his foul diffufed, as it were,

a kindly influence on all around him, while his

converfation never failed at once to amufe and

to inftruft.

Not
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Not many months ago I paid him a vifit at his

feat in a remote part of the kingdom. I found

him engaged in embellifhing a place, of which

I have often heard him talk with rapture, and

the beauties of which I found his partiality had

not exaggerated. He fhewed me all the improve-
ments he had made, and pointed out thofe he

meant to make. He told me all his fchemes

and all his projects. And, while I live, I muft

ever retain a warm remembrance of the pleafure

I then enjoyed in his fociety.

The day I meant to fet out on my return, he

was feized with a flight indifpofition, which he

feemed to think fomewhat ferious
; and, indeed,

if he had a weaknefs, it confifted in rather too

great anxiety with regard to his health. I re-

mained with him till he thought himfelf almoft

perfectly recovered ; and, in order to avoid the

unpleafant ceremony of taking leave, I refolved

to fteal away early in the morning, before any
of the family mould be aftir. About day-break
I got up, and let myfelf out. At the door I

found an old and favourite dog of my friend's,

who immediately came and fawned upon me.

He walked with me through the park. At the

gate he ftopped, and looked up wifhfully in my
face ; and, though I do not well know how to ac-

count for it, I felt, at that moment when I

parted with the faithful animal, a degree of ten-

dernefs, joined with a melancholy fo pleafing^

that



N 90: THE MIRROR. 241

that I had no inclination to check it. In that

frame of mind I walked on (for I had ordered

my horfes to wait me at the firft ftage) till I

reached the fummit of a hill, which I knew com-

manded the laft view I mould have of the habi-

tation of my friend. I turned to look hack on

the delightful fcene. As I looked, the idea of

the owner came full into my mind ; and, while

I contemplated his many virtues and numberlefs

amiable qualities, a fuggeftion arofe, if he mould

be cut off, what an irreparable lofs it would be

to his family, to his friends, and to fociety. In

vain I endeavoured to combat this melancholy

foreboding, by reflecting on the uncommon vi-

gour of his conftitution, and the fair profpect

it afforded of his enjoying many days. The

impreffion ftill recurred, and it was fome con-

fiderable time before I had ftrength of mind

fufficient to conquer it.

I had not been long at home when I received

accounts of his being attacked by a violent dif-

temper, and in a few days after I learned that

it had put an end to his life.

This blow, for a time, unmanned me quite.

Even now, the chief confolation I find, is in the

fociety of a few chofen friends. Should they
alfo be torn from me, the world would to me be

as a defert ; and, though I mould ftill endeavour

to difcharge my duty in that ft adon which Pro-

vidence has affigned me in life, I ihould never

VOL. n, R ceafe
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ceafe to look forward, not without impatience,
to thofe peaceful manfions where the weary are

at reft, and where only we can hope to meet

again with thofe from whom we have been

parted by the inexorable hand of death.

R

N 3

91. TUESDAY, March 21, 1780.

Non quia, Maecenas, Lyclorum quidquid Etrufcos

Incoluit fines, nemo generofior eft te ;

Nee quod avus tibi maternus fuit atque paternus

Olitn qui magnis legionibus imperitarint,

Ut plerique folent, nafo fufpendis adunco

Ignotos. HOR.

TN eftimating the conduct of men, we natu-

rally take into account, not only the merit

or blame of their actions, abttra&edly confidered,

but alfo that portion of either which thofe ac-

tions derive from the fituation of the perfons

performing them. Befides the great moral

laws by which every man is bound, particular

ranks and circumftances have their peculiar obli-

gations ;
and he who attains elevation of place,

or extent of fortune, increafes not only the plea-

fure he has to enjoy, but the duties he has to

perform. This, however, moralifts have al-

ways
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ways complained, is apt to be forgotten ; the

great are ever ready to exercife power, and the

rich to purchafe pleafure : but the firft are not

always mindful of benignity, nor the latter of

beneficence.

In the lighter duties of life the fame rule takes

place, and is, in the fame manner, but little at-

tended to. In thefe, indeed, it is more liable

to be difregarded from an idea of its unimport-
ance. Yet, to the little and the poor, the beha-

viour of the great or the rich is often as eflen-

tial as their conduct. There may be tyranny
and injuftice in the one as well as in the other;

nay, I have known many men who could for-

give the oppreffion of the powerful, and the en-

croachments of the wealthy, in more material

inftances, who never could pardon the haughti-
nefs of their demeanour, and the faftidioufnefs

of their air.

It is ftrange, methinks, that the defire of de-

prefling the humble, and overawing the modeft,

{hould be fo common as it is among thofe on

whom birth or ftation has conferred fuperiority.

One might wonder how it fhould ever happen,
that people fhould prefer being feared to being

loved, to fpread around them the chillnefs of

unfocial grandeur, rather than the warmth of

reciprocal attachment. Yet, from the pride of

folly, or of education, we find this is often the

cafe ; there is fcarce any one who cannot recol-

R 2 Icct
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lect inftances of perfons who feem to have ex-

changed all the pleafures of fociety, all inter-

courfe of the affections, for the cold pre-emi-
nence of ftate and place.

But, in the ideas of their power, it is proper
to inform fuch perfons, they are frequently mif-

taken. It muft be on a mind very contemptible

indeed, that mere greatnefs can have the effecls

they are apt to afcribe to it. They cannot blaft

with a frown, or elevate with a fmile, from rank

or ftation alone, without fome other qualities

attending them. 'Tis with rank aqd ftation, as

an acquaintance of mine, fomewhat of a cox-

comb, though a better thing from nature, ob-

ferved to me of drefs :
"

Every man," faid he,

looking at himfelf in a mirror,
"
every man can

"
put on a fine coat ; but it is not every man

" who can wear one."

It is by no means fo eafy to do the honours of

a high ftation, as many who attain high ftations

are apt to imagine. The importance of a man
to himfelf is a feeling common to all ; to fettle

with propriety the claims of others, as well as

of ourfelves, requires no inconliderable degree

of difcernment ;
and the jealoufy of inferior fta-

tions in this matter, will criticife with the utmoft

nicety the determinations of their fuperiors. In

proportion as the great claim refpect or adula-

tion, the fpirit of thofe beneath them will com-

monly refufe it. We fee daily examples of men,
who
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who go on arrogating dignity, and procuring

contempt ;
who meet with flights where they

demand refpect, and are refufed even the atten-

tion to which they are intitled, becaufe they
would impofe attention rather than receive it.

But it is not always by haughtinefs of de-

meanour that people (hew themfelves moft

haughty. There is a claim of fuperiority, amidft

the condefceniion of fome men, infinitely more

difgufting than the diftant dignity of ordinary

pride. Somebody has called the part which the

inferiors of fuch people play,
"

holding the
" lower end of familiarity." Qrgilius keeps a

pack of thefe end-holders conftantly about him.

He calls them by their names, as he does his

hounds ; they open at his jefts, follow the fcent

of every obfervation he makes, and run down

every character he attacks. For all this he re-

wards them exactly as he does his favourite

dogs, by allowing them to dirty his parlour,

and feed at his table ; and, like the mafter of

many a pack, he is defpifed by all his neigh-
bours who have underftanding, and hated by
all thofe who want it.

Nothing is more difficult than the art of a

patron ; the power of patronifmg is but one in-

gredient in its compofition. A patron muft be

able to read mankind, and to conciliate their af-

fections ;
he muft be fo deferving of praife as

to be independent of it ; yet receive it as if he
R 3 had
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had no claim, and give it value where it is juft,

by refifting adulation. He muft have that dig-

nity of demeanour which may keep his place iu

the circle ; yet that gentlenefs which may not

overpower the mod timid, or overawe the

meaneft. If he patronifes the arts, he muft

know and feel them; yet he muft fpeak to the

learned as a learner, and often fubmit the cor-

re&nefs of his tafte to the errors of genius.

With fo many qualifications requifite for a pa-

tron, it is not wonderful that fo few mould

arife
;

or that the bunglers whom we fee at-

tempt the part, mould fo frequently make ene-

mies by offices of friendmip, and purchafe a

lampoon at the price of a panegyric.

There is a fort of female patronage, of which

I cannot forbear taking notice, though it be

fomewhat out of place here. It is confidered as

of little importance, though, I am apt to be-

lieve, its confequences are fometimes of a very
ferious nature. In fome great houfes, My Lady
as well as My Lord, has a train of followers,

who contend for that honour which her inti-

macy is held to confer, and emulate thofe man-
ners which her rank and fafhion are fuppofed to

fan&ify. Let the humanity of fuch a patronefs

lead her to beware left her patronage be fatal to

her favourites. If the glare of grandeur, or

the luxuries of wealth, deprive them of the

relifh of fober enjoyments ; if the eafe of fa-

ihionablc
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fhionable behaviour feduce them from the fim-

plicity of purer manners ; they will have dearly

purchafed the friend (hip which they court, or

the notice which they envy. Let fuch noble

perfons confider, that, to the young ladies they
are pleafed to call their friends, thofe fober

pleafures, thofe untainted manners, are to be

the fupport of celibacy, the dower of marriage,

the comfort and happinefs of a future life. It

were cruel, indeed, if, by any infringement of

thofe mariners, any contempt for thofe pleafures

(too eafily copied by their inferiors), they mould
render the little tranfient diftinclions which they
beftow in kindnefs, a fource of lafting mifery
to thofe who receive them.

To the behaviour of the rich, the above ob-

fervations may apply j wealth, in a commer-

cial country like ours, conferring, in a great

meafure, the dignity of title or of birth. There

are, however, fome particular errors, into which

the poffeflbrs of fuddenly acquired fortunes are

apt to fall, that defeat the ends at which they

aim, that difguft where they meant to dazzle,

and only create envy where they wifh to excite

admiration. When Lucttllus^ at a dinner to

which he has invited half a dozen of his old

acquaintance, (hews his fideboard loaded with

plate, and brings in feven or eight laced fervants

to wait at table, I do not reckon the dinner

given, but fold. I am expected to pay my
t ,

R 4 reckoning
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reckoning as much as in a tavern
; only here I

am to give my admiration, and there my mo-

ney ; and it is certain that many men, and Tome

very narrow ones too, will fooner part with the

laft than with the former. I have fometimcs

feen a high-fpirited poor man at Lucullus\ table,

affronted by the production of Burgundy, and re-

fufe Champaigns^ becaufe it had the borachio of

our landlord's fourfcore thoufand pounds on't.

This was honeft, and Lucitllus had not much title

to complain ;
but he knows not how often his

Burgundy and Champaigne are drank by fellows

who tell all the world, next day, of their for-

mer dinners with him at a {hilling ordinary,

with fixpenny-worth of punch, by way of re^

gale, upon holidays.

There is an obligation to complacency, I had

almoft faid humility of manners, which the ac-

quifition of wealth or ftation lays on every man,

though it has often, efpecially on weak minds,

a directly oppofite effect. A certain degree of

inattention, or even rudenefs, which from an

equal we may eafily pardon, from a fuperior

becomes a ferious injury. When my ichool

companion Marcus was a plain fellow like my-
felf, I could have waited for him half an hour

after the time of appointment, and laughed at

his want of an apology when we met. But

now that he is become a great man, I count the

minutes of my attendance with impatience ;

and,
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and, when he fwaggers up to his elbow-chair

without an acknowledgment, I hate him for

that arrogance which 1 think he aflumes, and

almoft hate myfelf for bearing it as I do. The

truth is, Marcus was born in the rank, but

without the fenfibilities, of a gentleman; a

want, which no office in the ftate, no patent of

dignity, can ever fupply. If the term were

rightly underftood, I might confine my admo-

nitions on the fubjecl: of this paper to three

words,
" Be a gentleman" The feelings of

this character, which, in point of manners, is

the moft refpe&able of any, will be as imme-

diately hurt by the idea of giving uneafmefs

by his own behaviour, as of iuffering uneali-

nefs from the behaviour of another.

V

L

N 92. SATURDAY, March 25, 1780.

o o K i N G from the window of a houfe

w7here I was \ifiting fome mornings ago,
I obferved on the oppofite fide of the ftreet, a

fign-poft, ornamented with fome little bufts and

bronzes, indicating a perfon to live there, by
trade a Figure-maker. On remarking to a gen-
tleman who ftood near me, that this was a pro-

feflioa
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feffion I did not recollect having heard of before,

my friend, who has a knack of drawing obfer-

vations from trifles, and, I muft confefs, is a

little inclined to take things on their weak fide,

replied, with a farcaftic fmile, that it was one

of the moft common in life. While he fpoke,

a fmart young man, who has lately fet up a

very fhowy equipage, pafled by in his carriage

at a brifk trot, and bowed to me, who have the

honour of a flight acquaintance with him, with

that air of civil confequence which puts one

in mind of the notice a man thinks himfelf

intitled to.
" That young gentleman," faid

my friend,
"

is a Figure-maker, and the cha-
"

riot he drives in is his fign-poft. You might
" trace the brethren of this trade through every
"

ftreet, fquare, and houfe in town. Figure-
"

making is common to all ranks, ages, tem-
<c

pers, and fituations : there are rich and poor,
"

extravagant and narrow, wife and foolifh,

'*
witty and ridiculous, eloquent and filent

" beautiful and ugly Figure-makers. In fhort,
" there is fcarce any body fuch a cypher from
"

Nature, as not to form fome pretenfions to

"
making a figure in fpite of her.

" The young man who bowed to you is an
"

extravagant Figure-maker, more remarkable
" from being fucceflfor to a narrow one. I

" knew his father well, and have often vifited

" him in the courfe of money- tranfactions, at

" his
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*' his office, as it was called, in the garret-
"

ftory of a dark airlefs houfe, where he fat,

" like the genius of Lucre, brooding in his

<c hole over the wealth his parfimony had ac-

*'
quired him. The very ink with which he

" wrote was adulterated with water, and he de-
"

layed mending his pen till the characters it

" formed were almoft illegible. Yet he too
" had great part of his enjoyment from the
"

opinion of others, and was not infenfible to

the pleafures of Figure-making. I have often

feen him in his threadbare brown coat, flop

on the ftreet to wait the paffing of fome of
*' his well-drefled debtors, that he might have

the pleafure of infulting them with the inti-

macy to which their fituations intitled him ;

and I once knew him actually lend a large

fum, on terms lefs advantageous than it was
" his cuftom to infift upon, merely becaufe it

" was a Peer who wanted to borrow, and that
*' he had applied in vain to two right honour-
" able relations of immenfe fortune.

" His fon has juft the fame defire of fhew-
<c

ing his wealth that the father had
; but he

*' takes a very different method of difplaying
"

it. Both, however, difplay, not enjoy, their
"

wealth, and draw equal fatisfadion from the
"

confequence derived from it in the opinion
" of others. The father kept guineas in his
"

coffers which he never ufed j the fon changes,
"

indeed,
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"
indeed, the fpecies of property, but has juft

"
as little the power of ufmg it. He keeps

" horfes in his ftable, miftrefles in lodgings,
" and fervants in livery, to no better purpofe
" than his father did guineas. He gives din-
"

ners, at which he eats made dimes that he
"

deteils, and drinks Champaigne and Bur-
<l

gundy, inftead of his old beverage of port
" and punch, till he is fick, becaufe they are
** the difhes and drink of great and rich men.
" The fon's fituation has the advantage of
"

brilliancy, but the father's, was more likely
<c

to be permanent ; he was daily growing
" richer with the afpect of poverty ; his fon
"

is daily growing poorer, with the appearance
" of wealth.

"
It is impoflible to enumerate the pranks

" which the fudden acquifition of riches, joined
"

to this defire of Figure-making, fets people
*'

a-playing. There is nothing fo abfurd or
"

extravagant, which riches, in the hands of
" a weak man, will not tempt him to commit,
" from the mere idea of enjoying his money in

** the way of exhibition. Nay, this will hap-
"

pen to perfons of whofe fenfe and difcretion

*' the world had formerly a high opinion, even
*' where that opinion was a juft one; for

" wealth often makes foals where it does not

ic find them.'* My friend happening to caft his

eye towards me at that moment, difcovered a

finile
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fmile on my countenance :
" You are thinking

"
now," faid he,

"
that you and I could en-

" dure being left twenty or thirty thoufand
"

pounds notwithftanding the truth of my ob-
"

fervation."
"

It would fpoil your lecture,"

I replied ;

" but you may go on in the mean
" time." He took the pinch of muff which

my remark had {topped in its progrefs towards

his nofe, and went on.

" From this motive of Figure-making" con-

tinued he, turning to the ladies of the company,
"

Beauty puts on her airs, and Wit labours for
" a bon mot, till the firft becomes ugly, and
" the latter tirefome. You may have fre-

"
quently obferved Bctjy Ogle, in a company

" of her ordinary acquaintance, look charm-
"

ingly, becaufe me did not care how me look-
"

ed, till the appearance of a gentleman, with.

" a fine coat or a title, has fet her a-tofling her
"

head, rolling her eyes, biting her lips, twift-

"
ing her neck, and bringing her whole figure

" to bear upon him, till the expreffion of her
" countenance became perfect folly, and her
"

attitudes downright diftortion. In the fame
"
way our friend Ned Glib (who has more wit

" than any man I know, could he hut learn
*' the economy of

it),
when fome happy ftrokes

" of humour have given him credit with him-
*' felf and the company, will fet out full tilt,

f<

mimicking, caricaturing, punning, and ftory-
"

telling,



2S4 T H E M I R R O R. N 92.

"
telling, till every body prefent wifhes him

"
dumb, and looks grave in proportion as he

*'

laughs.
<c That wit and beauty fhould be defirous of

making a figure is not to be wondered at,

admiration being the very province they con-

tend for. That folly and uglinefs fhould

thruft themfelves forward to public notice,

might be matter of furprife, did we not re-

"
collect that their owners moft probably think

" themfelves witty and handfome. In thefe,
*'

indeed, as in many other inftances, it unfor-
"

tunately happens, that people are ftrangely
M bent upon making a figure in thofe very de-
"

partments, where they have leaft chance of
"

fucceeding.
" But there is a fpecies of animal, feveral of

cc whom muft have fallen under the notice of
**

every body prefent, which it is difficult to
**

clafs, either among the witty or the foolifh,
" the clever or the dull, the wife or the mad,
**

who, of all others, have the greateft propen-
**

fity to Figure-making. Nature feems to have
cc made them up in hafte, and to have put tha
" different ingredients, above referred to, into
'* their compofition at random. They are more
"* common in fuch a place as this, than in a
44 more extenfive fphere ; like fome vermin, that

*' breed in ponds and rivulets, which a larger

ftream or lake would deftroy. Our circle is

juft

J.t.1 V- il LIJ, WA iUt^W T VV*V \JvmvyT. VXU* VI
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M
juft large enough to give their talents room,

" and fmall enough to be affected by their

"
exertion. Here, therefore, there is never

"
wanting a junto of them of both fexes, who

" are liked or hated, admired or defpifed, who
<c make people laugh, or fet them afleep, ac-

"
cording to the fafhion of the time, or the

" humour of their audience, but who have al-

"
ways the fatisfaction of talking themfelves,

" and of being talked of by others. With us,
"

indeed, a very moderate degree of genius is

"
fufficient for this purpofe ;

in fmall focieties,
"

folks are fet agape by fmall circuraftances. I
" have known a lady here contrive to make a
"

figure for half the winter, on the ftrength of
" a plume of feathers, or the trimming of a pet-
"

ticoat ; and a gentleman make fhift to be
"

thought a fine fellow, only by outdoing every
"

body elfe in the thicknefs of his queue, or the
"

height of his foretop.
" But people will not only make themfelves

*'
fools ;

I have known inftances of their be-
"

coming knaves, or, at leaft, boafting of their
"

being fo, from this defire of Figure-making.
*' You (hall hear a fellow, who has once got
" the character of being a fharp man, tell

"
things of himfelf, for which, if they had been

'
true, he deferved to be hanged, merely be-

" caufe his line of Figure-making, lies in trick

" and chicane
; hence too, proceed all thofe

2 *'
hiftories
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"
htftories of their own profligacy and vice,

" which fome young men of fpirit are perpetu-
**

ally relating, who are willing to
' record tbem-

"
felves villains i rather than not be recorded at

all.

<c In the arts, as well as in the characters of
"

men, this fame propenfity is productive of
"

ftrange diforders. Hence proceed the bom-
*' baft of poetry, the tumour of profe, the garifli
"

light of fome paintings, the unnatural chiaro

u
Jcuro of others ; hence, in mufic, the ab-

" furd mixture of difcordant movements and
<c the fqueak of high-ftrained cadences; in

"
{hort, all thofe fins againft nature and fim-

u
plicity,

which artifts of inferior merit are

"
glad to practife, in order to extort the no-

"
tice of the public, and to make a figure by

*c
furprife and fingularity."

The accidental interruption of a new vifitor

now flopped the current of my friend's dif-

courfe
;
he had, indeed, begun to tire moft of

the company, who were not all difpofed to lif-

ten quite fo long as he feemed inclined to fpeak.

In truth, he had forgot that the very reproof he

meant to give his neighbours, applied pretty

ftrongly to himfelf, and that, though he might

fuppofe he was lecturing from the defire of re-

formation, he was, in
reality, haranguing in

the fpirit
of Figure-making.
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N 8

93. TUESDAY, March 28, 1780.

Parva leves capiunt animos. OVID.

THAT
life corififts, in a great meafure, of

trifling occurrences and little occupations,

there needs no uncommon fagacity or attention

to difcover. Notwithftanding the importance

we are apt to afcribe to the employments and the

time, even of the greateft and moft illuftrious*

were we to trace fuch perfons to the end of

their labours and the clofe of their purfuits, we
(hould frequently difcover, that trifles were the

folace of the one, and the purpofe of the other.

Public bufmefs and political arrangement are

often only the conftrained employments to

which accident or education has devoted their

hours, while their willing moments are deftined,

perhaps, to light amufements and to carelefs

mirth.

It is not, then, furprifing, that trifles fhould

form the chief gratification of ordinary men,
on whom the Public has no claim, and indivi-

duals have little dependence. But, of thofe

trifles, the nature will commonly mark the man,
as much as circumftances of greater importance.

A mind capable of high exertion or delicate

fentiment, will ftoop with a certain confciouf-

VOL. n. s nefs
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nefs of its defcent, that will not allow it to

wanton into abfurdity, or fink into groflhefs.

There is, in fliort, a difference, which fenfe and

feeling will not eafily forget, between the little

and the mean, the firriple and the rude, the

playful and the foolifh.

But the fureft mark of a weak mind is an af-

fectation of importance amidft the enjoyment
of trifles, a buftle of ferious bufmefs amidft the

moft infignificant concerns. The bringing for-

ward of little things to the rank of great ones, is

the true burlefque in character as well as in ftyle;

yet fuch characters are not uncommon, even

among men who have acquired fome eftimation

in the world. In this particular, the world is

eafily deceived ; dulnefs may often ape folem-

nity, and arrogate importance, where brighter

talents would have drawn but little regard ; as

objects are magnified by mifts, and made awful

.by darknefs.

Of a character of this fort I received, fome

time ago, the following {ketch from a young

lady, who fometimes honours me with her cor-

refpondence, whofe vivacity can give intereft to

trifles, and entertainment to abfurdity.
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Dear SIR,

"VT'ou made me promife, on leaving town, that
*

I would write to you whenever the coun-

try afforded any thing worth writing about.

The country, at prefent, merely as country,

prefents no landfcape, but one undiftinguifhed

tract of fnow
; vegetation is locked up in froft,

and we are locked up within doors, but fome-

thing might be traced within doors, had I a

good pencil for the purpofe. Mine hoft, of

whom you have heard a good deal, is no

bad fubjed : fuppofe I make him fit for his

picture.

Believe me, he is not quite the fenfible intel-

ligent man we were told he was. So much the

better, I like oddities even now and then in

town
;

ftill better in the country ; but in froft

and fnow, and all the dreary confinement of

winter, Oh ! your battledore and Jhuttlecock

are a joke to them.

You remember a long while ago (fo long,
that I have forgot every part of the book but

the name) we read Nature Dlfplayed together.

You then told me of a certain Mr. Leeuwen-

hoek, I think you called him, whofe microfcope
fhewed the circulation of frog's blood, the fcales

of the fcales of fifties, the briftles of mites, and

every other tiny thing in the world* Now, my
s 2 worthy



*6o THE MIRROR. N 93.

worthy landlord, Mr. G. R. has always fuch a

glafs as Leeuwenbock's in his noddle ; every little

thing is fo great to him, and he does little

things, and talks of little things, with an air of

fuch importance ! but I hate definitions
; pic-

tures are ten times better ;
and now for a few

(ketches of my winter-quarters, and of the good
man under whofe government I live.

I difcovered, on my firft entry into his houfe,

that every thing was in exacl: order, and every

place inviolably appropriated to its refpective

ufe. The gentlemen were to put their hats and

fticks in one corner, and the ladies, their clogs,

in another. The very day of my arrival, I

heard the family apothecary get a fevere rebuke

for violating the chaftity of the clog-corner with

his rattan. I have hitherto efcaped much cen-

fure on this fcore : luckily I have attracted the

regard of Mr. R.'s youngeft fifter, a grave, con-

fiderate, orderly young lady. I don't know
how it is, but I have often got in favour with

thofe grave ladies God knows, I little deferve

it. Mifs Sophia R. therefore keeps me right in

many important particulars, or covers my devi-

ations with fome apology ; or, if all won't do,

I laugh, as is my way ; Mr. R. calls me Rattle-

fkull ; fays, he fhall bring me into order by
and bye, and there's an end on't.

By that attention to trifles, for which, from

his earlieft days, he was remarkable, Mr. R.

made
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made himfelf commodious to fome perfons of

confiderable influence, and procured many ad-

vantages, to which neither from birth nor for-

tune he was any wife entitled. He travelled in

company with a gentleman of very high rank

and diftinguifhed abilities, by whofe means he

procured an introduction to many eminent men
in foreign countries ;

and when he returned

from abroad, was often in the fociety of the

eminent men of our own. But his brain, poor
man ! was like a gauze fearce, it admitted no-

thing of any magnitude : amidft great men and

great things, it took in only the duft that fell

from them.

He was reading in the news-papers, the other

morning, of the marriage of the Honourable

MifsW to Sir H. S .
" Ah !" faid he,

"
to think how time pafles ! I remember her

"
grandfather LordW well ; a great man,
a very great man. We met at Naples, and

afterwards went to Parma together. I gave
him the genuine receipt for the Parmefan

cheefe^ which I went purpofely to procure,
<c while he was examining fome ftatues and an-
" cient manufcripts. We were afterwards on
<c the moft friendly footing imaginable. I was
<c with him a few mornings before the marriage

of Lord G.W , this very MifsW 's

"
father. I remember it well ;

it was at break-

S 3
"

faft;
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"
faft

;
I often breakfafted with him before

" he went to the houfe; he always eat butter d
"

miiffins ; but when I was there, he ufed to
4C order dry toqft ; I always eat dry toa/l. The
" bride was with us ;

I was intimately ac-
4t

quainted with her too ; fhe let me into the
" whole fecret of the courtfhip. Her fathers
44

principal inducement to the match, it was
<( a long affair, the B eftate was to be
44

fettled on the young folks at the marriage ;

"
no, not all part of the B eftate, with

4t the manor in Lincolnfhire. But, as I was
"

faying, we were at breakfaft at Lord W \s.

" His fon and the bride were by ;
Lord C. had

4 velvet breeches, and gold clocks to his ftock-

4t
ings ;

the queflion was, 'whether this was pro-
*'

per? I put it to the bride j
I made her blufh,

"
I warrant you ; fhe was a fine woman, a

"
prodigious fine woman ; {he always ufed my

" wafh-ball ;
I wrote out the receipt for her

; it

" was given me at Vienna by Count O
;

41 a very great man Count O
, and knew

41 more of the affairs of the empire than any
" man in Germany. From him I firft learned
" with certainty, that the Duchefs of Lorraine's

" two fore-teeth were falfe ones. I remember
" he had an old grey monkey. Sifter Mary,
44

you have heard me tell the ftory of Count

O 's monkey." But here it pleafed Hea;
ven
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ven that William called his mafter out of the

room, and faved us from the Count and his old

grey monkey.
This fuperficial knowledge of great men, and

accidental acquaintance with fome of the vo-

cables of (late bufmefs, has given him a confe-

quential fort of phrafeology, which he applies,

with all the gravity in the world, to the moft

trifling occurrences. When he orders the chaife

for his eldeft fifter, himfelf, and me, the white

pad for Sopby^ and the old roan mare for her

attendant, he calls it,
"

regulating the order of
"

the procejjion" When he gives out the wine

from the cellar, and the groceries from the ftore-

room (for he does both in perfon), he tells us,

he has been "
granting thefupplles ;" the accept*

ance, or offer of a vifit, he lays before
" a corn*

x< mlttee of the 'whole houfe ;" and for the kill-

ing of the fat ox this Chriftmas, he called

the gentlemen three fucceflive mornings to " a
<c
grand council vf war."

It were well if all this were only matter of

amufement ;
but fome of us find it a fource of

very ferious diftrefs. Your managing men are

commonly plagues ;
but Mr. R. manages fo

much to a hair's-breadth, that he is a downright
torment to the other members of his family.

It was but yefterday we had the honour of a

ceremonious vifit from fome great folks, as weT

think them, who came lately from your town to*

34 *
eat
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eat their mince-pies in the country. After a

wonderful ringing of bells, calling of fervants,

and trampling upon the flairs all morning, Mr.

R. came down to the drawing-room at a quarter

before three, with all his ufual jiddle-faddlation^

but, as I thought, in very good humour. He had

on his great company wig, and his round fet

flioe-buckles. The fervants had their liveries

new white-ball'd, and the beft china was fet

out, with the large filver falvers, and the em-

bofled portei-cups on the fide-board. The co-

vers were dripped from the worked chair-bot-

toms, and his grandmother's little diced carpet

\vas taken off the roler, and laid, like a patch,

on the middle of the floor, the naked part of

which was all fhining with bees-wax. The

company came at their hour
; the beef was

roafted to a turn ; dinner went on with all

imaginable good order and ftupidity ; fupper

was equally regular and fleepy ;
in fhort, every

thing feemed quite as it fhould be : yet, next

morning, I perceived foul weather in all the

faces of the family ; Mr. R. and his fifter fcarce

fpoke to one another, and he talked, all the

time of breakfaft, of female careleflhefs and

inattention. Mifs Sophia explained it to me
when we were left alone. " Oh ! do you
"

know," faid (he,
" a fad affair happened laft

<c
night : my brother and fifter had fuch a tiff!

*' You muft underftand, before the company ar-

- '* rived
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rived yefterday, he had, as ufual, adjufted the
* c ceremonial of their different apartments ; but
" he difcovered, on attending them to their

" rooms at night, that my fitter had put the
"

gilt-china bottle and bafon into the callico

"
bed-chamber, and the ordinary blue and

" white into the pink damajk" It is lucky
this man is no guardian of mine ; were he to

watch me as he does his fitters, and fee all the

odds and ends about me But what has he to

do to be a guardian? Yet Nature, perhaps,
meant him for fomething, if fortune had al-

lowed it ; he might have been excellently em-

ployed in a pin-Jhop) in flicking the rows in a

pin-paper.
I fancy you have quite enough of my land-

lord. You ufed to fay I was the beft of your

philofophers, your Democritus in petticoats. If

I have an inch of philofophy about me, it is

without my knowledge, I aflure you ; you are

welcome to it, however, fuch as it is. Other

folks may give you what I have heard you call

the *~"eat views of Nature and Life : it is
<~ \

enougif for me if I can enrich your collection

\vith a paper of infefts.

Yours moil truly,

C.F.
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N 94. SATURDAY, April i, 1780.

A MONG the other privileges of an anony-
**' mous periodical author, is that of writing
letters in praife of himfelf, which he is, now and

then, obliged to infert on account of their me-

rit, however ofFenfive they may be to his mo-

defty. This fort of correfpondence, which I,

fuppofe is a very pleafant one, I have not ven-

tured to indulge in. The correfpondents whom
I have perfonated, always talk of themfelves

inftead of the MIRROR; and, on the other

hand, feveral of the papers I have received,

are written in the perfon of the author, a cha-

rafter in which it were improper to praife him,
and which, when a/fumed^ gives, perhaps, no

great inclination to do it. Of this laft fort is

the firft of two communications to which I de-

vote the paper of to-day; the fecond, contain-

ing one of the very few compliments which the

MIRROR has exhibited of itfelf, i^a genuine
letter from London, written by a gentleman in

the very fituation, the feelings of which he fo

naturally defcribes.'
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I
N my firft paper I took occafion to mention a

few particulars of my fituatipn and charac-

ter, and my object in this publication. My
defign has been to afford an agreeable and inno-

cent amufement; and by laying before my
readers thofe characters I was acquainted with,

and which prefented themfelves before me, I

had fome hopes, though I mould not reclaim

the completely vicious, that I might be able to

guard the young and inexperienced, to alarm

the inconfiderate, to confirm the wavering, and

to point out, even to the worthy, fome of thofe

errors and imperfections, from which, perhaps,

the fined minds are in the greateft danger of

fuffering.

How far I have been able to afford any
amufement, I will not take upon me to fay ;

but I am forry to find, that many of the cha-

racters which I have prefented tq the public,

with a view to point out men's errors and de-

fects, have been confidered as proper objects of

imitation, and that fome of my readers have

fo far miftaken the purpofe I had in prefent-

ing fuch characters, as to be flattered by think-

ing that themfelves bear fome refemblance to

them.

When
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When I made my readers acquainted with

my friend Mr. Fleetwood^ I never meant to

recommend that exceffive delicacy and falfe re-

finement which often prevents him from being

happy ;
on the contrary, my intention was to

point out the danger of that exceffive refine-

ment, and to guard fuch of my readers as fhould

be difpofed to indulge in it, againft its fatal con-

fequences ;
and yet I know a gentleman who is

fo defirous of being thought poflefled of deli-

cacy and refinement, that, the other day, I faw

him very much pleafed when one of his friends

told him he was a very Fleetwood. Luckily
for him, I know him to be poflefled of Fleet-

^wood's good qualities,without his imperfections. I

cannot fay fo much for his acquaintance C. D. ;

he is a peevifh difcontented creature, quick in

his temper, jealous of his friends, and diflati-

fied with every thing about him. He has of

late taken it into his head to be a man of tafte^

though he has not the leaft pretenfions to the

character ; and while he indulges his own pee-
vimnefs and chagrin, he flatters himfelf with the

thought that he is a Fleetwood, and apologifes

for his bad temper, by calling it the effect of

his delicacy and refinement of mind. Though
I confefs my partiality for Fleetwood's good

qualities, yet, had I not known 'G. D. I could

hardly have thought that any one would have

been
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been vain of his imperfections, who was not

pofleffed of any of his merits.

When I introduced Mr. Umpbraville to my
readers, I never meant to recommend that fe-

clufion from the world, and that abftraction

from the duties of life, which, with all the dig-

nity of mind he is pofTefled of, have given oo
cafion to his little oddities, and difqualified him,

for every active purpofe ;
and yet Tom Mea-

dows, who gave up the profeffion of the law, be-

caufe he was too idle to attend to it, and who
has lately fold his commhTion in the army, be-

caufe he would not undergo the fatigues of a fo-

reign campaign, has thought proper to juftify

his conduct by appealing to Mr. Umphraville's

example; and pretends to fay, that he, for-

footh, has too much pride of mind, to occupy
himfelf in applying the rules of law to the unin-

terefting difputes of individuals, or to be en-

gaged in affifting at a review, or lining the

ftreets at a proceflion.

H. B.'s letter, in my 51(1 Number, defcribes

the dangerous effects of giving too much cul-

ture, and too many accompliihments, and of

foftening too much the mind of a young girl,

who has to druggie with the difficulties of life,

and is not placed in fuch a fituation as makes

her independent of the world. It reprefents,

in a very feeling manner, the delicate diftrefs

which thefe circumftances had occafioned. I

have
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have lately, however, received a letter from aCor-

reipondent, who, from her language and ex-

preffions, leems to be a great reader in the cir-

culating library. She fays, me has lately fpent

much of her time in ftudying the Belles Lettres;

that, of all things, (he would wifh to be learned

and accomplifhed ;
that (he regrets that her

father did not educate her better
;

that of all

the perfons fhe ever read of, (he would wifh to

be like my Correfpondent H. B.
; that fhe en-

vies her affliction, for that "
affliction makes part

"
of her dream of happinefs"
The letter published in my y8th Number,

gives an excellent defcription of the bad effects

of that too great eafmefs of temper which leads

a man into folly and extravagance, and makes

him be ruined by having too many friends.

My neighbour Will. Littkbit, whofe heart is fo

contracted as not to be fufceptible of the fenti-

ment of friendfhip, and who, far from being in

danger of being preyed upon by his friends,

never admits a gueft within his houfe, fays, that

the y8th is the only good paper he has feen in

the MIRROR, and that the laft paragraph in

particular fhould be printed in letters of gold,

to ferve as a leflbn of imitation for all the young
men of the age.

The particulars above mentioned have taught
me how difficult is the attempt to inftruct or re-

form. There is no virtue which is not nearly

connected
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connected with fome vice ;

there is no imper-

fection which does not bear a near refemblance

to fome excellency. And mankind, fond of in-

dulging their favourite paffions and inclinations,

inftead of diftinguifhing, endeavour to confound

their vices with their virtues; inftead of fepa-

rating the bad from the good grain, they bind all

up together, and hug themfelves in the belief of

holding only what is valuable.

I

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR, London^ March 13, 1780*

AM, though at this diftance, one of your
conftant readers, and mark with pkafure not

only the general good tendency of your papers,
but perceive alfo, that you draw your pictures

of human nature from the only pure fountain,

Nature herfelf.

You muft know I am a native of Edinburgh,
where I parTed my youth, and received my edu-

cation ; but have been long fettled in this place.

Some years ago I was impelled by a very natural

defire to revifit my native country, and I now fit

down to communicate to you the fenfations I

felt upon that occafion,

On
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On my arrival in Edinburgh, I will own
that what firft ftruck me was the total change
of faces. Very few were left whom I knew
when a boy, and thofe fo altered in their ap-

pearance, fo much the fhadows only of what

they once were, as could not fail to excite many
ferious reflections. Hardly a fingle houfe did I

find inhabited by the fame perfons I left in it ;

but every where a new race, new manners, and

new modes of living. In fhort, I found my-
felf, in almoft every fenfe of the wordj an utter

ftranger. Even the improvements that had

been made during my long abferice difpleafed

me. The corn-fields on the fouth fide of the

town were quite covered with fubftantial houfes;

Barefoot 's parks ,
where I have had many a re-

tired and pleafant walk, converted into a fplen-

clid city, and, in the old town, many ruinous

buildings, the fcenes of fome of my youthful

amufements, now rebuilt with equal folidity and

elegance.

Nor were thefe my only grievances. The

removal of the Crofs, of the Netberbow-port,

and of many other incumbrances
;

in fhort,

every alteration, though evidently for the better,

that had taken place fince my departure, more

or lefs difpleafed me. You will more eafily ac-

count than I can, how it comes to pafs that the

human mind mould be fo much fet againft all

innovations of what nature foever. This may,

perhaps,
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perhaps, infenfibly arife from the picture they

exhibit of the mutability of every object before

us, and a tacit intimation that we ourfelves are

compofed of the fame changeable materials, and

muft foon quit the fcene.

I will acknowledge, however, that I had the

fatisfaction to find many places that did not

hurt me by any alteration or improvement.
Your ivynds and

clofes were nearly in the ftate

I had left them ; and where, in fome parts of

the ftreets, you have got new pavements, the

good people who live at the fides of them take

care that there fhall be no innovation in point
of cleanlinefs. Your 'Theatre and Concert-Hall

are new buildings ;
but your j4JJembly-Room t

where people of the higheft fafhion refort, is

jufl as paltry as ever. But as they dance there

for the benefit of the poor, I fhall forbear any
further remarks on it

"
charity covereth a mul-

"
titude offins"
The High-School* ,

and its environs, I found

unaltered, though the yards appeared to me to

be much diminimed in their extent. The Col-

lege, too, remained the fame plain, mean, un-
adorned building it was half a century ago, and

feemed to me, after having feen the fplendid

palaces of Oxford and Cambridge, more homely
than ever. Though, perhaps, in literature, as

* This fchool, I underftand, has been fmce rebuilt.

VOL. ii. T in
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in religion, Sifter Peg confines herfelf to fub-

ftance, without much regard to ornament ; yet,

methinks, it is rather a reproach to the capital

of our country, that, amidft all its improve-

ments, this univerfity, fo much celebrated over

Europe for the ability of its Profeflbrs, and the

fuccefs with which every branch of fcience is

there cultivated, fhould prefent to the eye of a

ftranger a let of buildings fo inconvenient as

well as mean. The prefent period is, perhaps,

not very favourable to expenfive public defigns;

but I would have your readers, among whom,
I hope, are included all the men of fortune and

tafte in the kingdom, think of the College^ as

foon as the preflfure of the times will admit.

As an individual, from that regard to the ho-

nour of the land of my nativity, which, I hope,

will never be extinguifhed, I mail willingly and

liberally contribute, whenever this neceflary

work is determined upon.

I will not tire you with my various obferva-

tions during feveral excurfions I made into dif-

ferent parts of the country ; becaufe fome of

them might, to your readers, appear too trite,

and others, perhaps, too trivial. But I cannot

omit telling you, that the fpirit of induftry, fo

confpicuous in the various manufactures fet on

foot of late years, and in the improved face of

the country, gave birth to many pleating fenfa-

tlons which are not eafily defcribed. Yet I was

not
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not much better pleafed with fome of the fine

buildings of the country than with thole of the

town. In many places I could not help regret-

ting the Gothic grandeur of ancient caftles, dif-

placed by modern fhewy edifices. Some of

their owners, I fancy, are of my mind ; for I

was informed that their fathers ufed to refide at

the manfions in their former ftate nine months

in the year ;
but that the prefent pofleilbrs of

thofe elegant houfes are fcarcely feen there at

all. Nor could I refrain, as I pafied along,
from dropping a tear over the ruins of our re-

ligious houfes ; which, however they might
have been perverted from the original purpofes
of their erection, I could not help confidering

as fplendid monuments of the piety of our an-

ceftors. Some of them I faw that had ftill more

tender ties upon my mind. I remembered

having played when a boy, under arches, which

time had fince mouldered away, with compa-

nions, the echo of whofe voices was ftill frefh in

my memory, though they, alas ! as well as thofe

arches, were now crumbled into duft !

Were I to go on, I find I fhould be in dan-

ger of growing too ferious. Recalling to re-

membrance days long paft, and the juvenile

fociety of thofe who are now no more, is an

awful operation of the human mind; and,
while it fpeaks loudly the truth of St. /W/'s ob-

fervation, that "
the fafhion of this world paff-

T 2
' " eth
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"
ftb aivay" imperceptibly kads to a train of

thinking that might here be out of place,

though it is neither unple^fmg nor unfuitable

to the character of a rational being, who hath

been taught and accuftomed to confider him-

felf as an immortal part of the creation.

I am, &c.

N 95. SATURDAY, April 4, 1780.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,

As you have, by feveral of your publica-

tions, given proof that you do not think

the occurrences of domeftic life unworthy your

attention, I mall, without further preface, ad-

drefs you on a fubject full as deferving of it as

any yet offered to your confideration. It is

now above four years fince I became the wife

of a gentleman, my equal in rank and fortune;

and what was more material, of a difpofition

and turn of mind every way fuitable to mine.

His eftate lies at a confiderable diftance from

the capital ;
but as it is fituated in an agreeable

neighbourhood, and as we have both a tafte for

reading,
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reading, and Mr. B. is not averfe to rural em-

ployments, we fpent. our time as happily as

poffible, tHl about half a year ago, that my ill

ftars directed me to renew my acquaintance

with a young lady, who had been my compa-
nion at fchool, and who now came on a vifit to

a relation who lived at no great diftance from

our houfe.

Before I proceed in my ftory, I muft beg a

candid confideration of it. From the introduc-

tion to the difagreeable part of it, you will be

apt to imagine that I am one of thofe felf-tor-

mentors juftly ridiculed by the ingenious author

of the Jealous Wife. No fuch thing, Mr.

MIRROR; my hufband's attention to other

women never gave me the fligheft uneafmefs.

Convinced of his attachment, fatisfied with his

treatment of me, I never expected him to be

blind to the charms of a beautiful woman, or

infenfible of the merit of an agreeable one
; nor

had I the miftaken policy of many wives, of

never fuffering a tolerable female to enter my
doors, or of courting the intimacy of fome tali,

elderly maiden, that I might gain by the com-

parifon. No, Sir ;
I depended wholly upon my

unremitting attention to pleafe Mr. B. for the

continuance of his attachment. Nor can I in

the leaft reproach myfelf with giving caufe for

the abatement I too plainly perceive in it.

T 3 But
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But to return to my ftory. I was much

pleafed at feeing my old fchool-fellow : we
had been parted many years, and I found the

wild lively romp improved into an elegant wo-

man. She ftill, however, retained a good deal

of the heedlefs manner that marked her childifh

days ; and, though fhe has an excellent under-

Handing, (he never feemed to make ufe of it in

the regulation of her conduct or behaviour. She

exprefled herfelf much pleafed at finding me fo

happily fettled
;
Mr. B. appeared to her a moft

amiable man, and my children (particularly my
little Befs) fhe faid were angels. Her attention

to them, I own, endeared me to her very much;

though, indeed, Mr. MIRROR, no one can help

loving them, for they are charming children.

Her good-humoured playful ways made the

little creature- dote on her. At my return from

walking, I have frequently found her on her

knees on the floor, building card-houfes for their

entertainment. Mr. B. has obferved to me, on

thole occasions, how amiable it was in a young
admired woman, who fpent her life in the ufual

round of folly and diffipation, to preferve fuch

natural and right feelings. He generally con-

cluded his obfervations with faying, that he be-

lieved fhe would make a moft excellent wife. I,

for a long time, agreed with him in opinion,

and ufed to tell her before his face, the fine

things
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things Mr. B. faid of her. She received them

in a rattling good-humoured way, infifting that

her conduct in the married ftate would depend
on her hufband's : for ihe declared that (he did

not find in herfelf that exalted turn of mind to

love virtue for its own fake, and fhe believed

fhe would make but an indifferent wife to half

the men in the world. Such converfation gene-

rally produced an argument between her and

Mr. B. which, as it was carried on with fpirit

and temper, had no other effect than making
them ftill more pleafed with one another. If

Ihe found the argument growing ferious, (he

would call over the children, and, putting them,

on their father's knee, defire them to kifs him

into good humour, which never failed having
the effect

; or, if fhe faid a flippant thing to

him, with which he feemed half offended, fhe

ufed to take his hand, and fmile fo fweetly in

his face, it was impoflible for him to continue

difpleafed with her ;
and generally a kifs, and a

game at billiards, fealed their reconciliation. I

own to you, I began not to relifh her behaviour;

yet it feemed, fo unpremeditated, and fo per-

fectly correfponding with her general character,

that I did not know how to make her fenfible of

the impropriety of it. I even doubted my own

judgment of the matter. I had, for fome time,

lived fo much out of the gay world, that I did

not know but Marias very great freedom of

T 4 manner
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manner might be the famionable behaviour of

the people me had been accuftomed to fee : if fo,

how was me to blame ? or why fhould I be un-

eafy, knowing her to be a woman of honour,

furely incapable of fo bafe an adion as endea-

vouring to alienate my hufband's affections

from me ? By fuch reafonings I ftrove to quell

the firft emotions (jealous, if you will have them,

fo) that rofe in my breaft. But, alas, Mr. MIR-

ROR, to what purpofe ! I have every hour frefh

caufe of uneafmefs. About a week ago I went

fuddenly into the parlour, and found Maria

fitting on Mr. B.'s knee, her head leaning on

his moulder : he looked a little out of counte-

nance ;
but (he was not in the leaft diftreffed at

my appearance, but afked me, with her ufual

good-humour, what made me look fo grave ?

then, flapping Mr. B. gently on the cheek, faid,
"

It is your fault, you harm thing you ! when
"

I knew her formerly, me ufed to be all life

" and fpirits." He anfwered (coldly I thought),

that it was his wim ever to fee me in fpirits,

and that he was forry he was not fo happy
as to hit on a method to make me fo. I

turned my head afide, to hide the ftarting

tear. Maria, as if gueffing at my emotion,

put her arm about my neck, and, draw-

ing round my averted face, faid, in a loud

whifper,
" My dear Mrs. B. how can you in-

"
dulge fuch weaknefs ?" Mr. B, fnatched up

his
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his hat, and left the room
;

I heard the word
"

childifh," as he fhut the door. I remember

the time when he could not bear the leaft cloud

on my looks, without tenderly enquiring the

caufe ; but now he feems often to forget that I

am prefent, while Maria engrofles his whole

attention. I have been for fome days deprived
of his company, and have fpent the time in re-

flecting ferioufly on my fituation. The more I

confider it, the more it appears to me of a par-

ticular and diftreffing nature. I have at lafl de-

termined to requeft your opinion of it, and,

through the channel of your paper, to give

Maria a hint, that to keep clear of the groflhefs

of vice, is not fufficient for the delicacy of the

female character ; and that the woman who, by
an alluring and refined coquetry, engages the

thoughts, and interefts the feelings of a married

man, is a more dangerous, and perhaps not a

lefs criminal companion, than the avowed wan-

ton, who excites a mort-lived paffion, foon ex-

tinguimed by remorfe, and, if I may be al-

lowed the expreffion, fully compenfated for

by the returning tendernefs of the repenting

hufband.

I am, &c.

E. B.
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To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

Mr. MIRROR,

T MARRIED, for love, a moft charming wo-
*

man, who has made me the happy father of

two very fine children : I have a thoufand

a-year eftate, and enjoy a moft perfect ftate of

health ; yet a very flight and contemptible caufe

was near deftroying all thofe fair profpecls of

happinefs, by interrupting the harmony of a

union founded on mutual liking, and cemented

by mutual efteem. In your obfervations on the

female world, you have fuffered to efcape your
notice a dangerous and moft deftructive race,

whofe hearts, hardened by vanity, are equally

impenetrable to the {hafts of love, and infen-

fible of the charms of friendfhip ; yet the bufi-

nefs of their lives is to excite paffions they
never mean to gratify, and fentiments they are

incapable of returning. My dear Mrs. B. un-

fortunately for us both, fome months ago re-

newed an intimacy, formed in her childifh days,

with one of thofe females. To Maria I was

introduced as the hufband of her friend
; as

fuch I was received by her, without referve,

and foon treated with the moft flattering diftinc-

tion. Maria poflefles all thofe powers of al-

lurement which men for ever condemn, and can

j i never
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never withftand : fhe can affume every fliapc

that is fitted to captivate the fenfes, or delight

the imagination, and can vary her appearance at

pleafure.
So confummate is her art, that one

could not, for an inftant, fufpect her of any

defign in her behaviour ; and even at this mo-

ment, that an accident has laid open her whole

character to me, I {hould not anfwer for my re-

folution were fhe to enter the room, and fmi-

lingly take my hand, as was her frequent cuf-

tom, with fuch a mixture of fweetnefs and

tendernefs in her looks ! I almoft fear I {hould

be weak enough to forget that my opinion of

her is founded on 'the cleareft proofs of her

diffembling arts, and ftand before her felf-con-

demned > as the defamer of innocence aud un-

defigning fimplicity.

Luckily I am out of her reach : I left my
own houfe immediately upon the difcovery I

made of the fair hypocrite's real difpofition. I

mean to fend for my dear Mrs, B. and with her

pay a vifit to the capital, and there ufe all my
efforts to make her amends for any uneafmefs

my foolifh infatuation may have given her ; but

firft I wifhed to make this public acknowledg-
ment of it ; and, as Maria deferves no mercy,

I mall mew her none, except concealing her

family-name.

For five months, Mr. MIRROR, the Proteus-

like animal had found out a thoufand different

ways
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ways to charm me. Was I in fpirits, fhe was

all life and good humour
;
when in a graver

mood, I found her all fenfe and ferioufnefs. If

what I had been reading excited in me a tender

and not unpleafing melancholy, the fympa-
thetic tear flood ready in her eye. A few days

imce, upon my reading to her the ftory of La
Roche

,
fo beautifully told in your papers, fhe

wept leaning upon my fhoulder
; and I own to

you, Mr. MIRROR, as her tears fell upon the

finell bofom Nature ever formed, while her

white hand lightly preffed my arm, I thought I

had never beheld fo interesting an object. Mrs.

B. came fuddenly into the room
;
her grave cold

manner was at the moment difagreeably con-

trafted to Marias animated feelings. For the

firft time fince our marriage, I thought I law a

change in Mrs. B,'s temper, and that fhe was

not the very amiable woman I took her for.

She took amifs fomething I faid, and I left the

room in difguft. I flrolled down a fhady walk

that goes round part of my improvements : at

the end of it I found Maria feated on the grafs,

with one of my little girls on her lap. She rofe

at my approach, and, defiring the child to walk

before us, took me under the arm, and, in the

gentleft terms, expoftulated with me on the

abruptnefs of my manner. She had, fhe faid,

after a vain attempt to foothe her, left Mrs. B.

in tears. She acknowledged I had not given
her
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man of my fenfe fhould make allowance for the

trifling blemifhes of a very good woman ; add-

ing, with a fmile,
" My dear Mr. B. we are

"none of us angels." I was puppy enough
to be ready to exclaim,

"
Upon my foul, you

" are one." I contented myfelf with faying,
" whoever you marry, Maria, will have no
" reafon to complain of your temper." She

blufhed, drew out her handkerchief to cover

her face with it, as if to conceal her emo-

tions, but gave me fuch a look from below

it ! A fervant appeared to tell us that din-

ner waited, and we went into the houfe toge-

ther.

In the afternoon one of my little girls came

into the parlour, where I was fitting alone;
" See what I found in the walk, Papa !" faid

(lie, holding out a paper. I took it from the

child, and, feeing it was Marias, hand, was

about to go up flairs to reftore it to its owner,

when my own name, written in large charac-

ters, ftruck my eye. My good manners were

overpowered by the immediate impulfe of my
curiofity ;

I opened the paper, and read what

follows ; it was part of an unfmiftied letter to a

friend in town.
" You alk what havoc I have made among

41 the beaux at ? Alas ! my dear Bell,
* c

you know but little of my lituation when you
talk
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M talk of beaux ;
not a creature one would

" allow to pick up one's fan within ten miles
" of us. Having nothing upon my hands, I

" have ftruck up a fort of fentimental Platonic
"

flirtation with a Mr. B. who lives within a
" fmall diftance of our houfe. I knew his

" wife at fchool, and me was one of the firft

" who vifited me upon my arrival here. Her
" violent praifes of her beloved, gave me a fort

" of defire to fee him
; and, I own, I found

<l him tolerable enough in his appearance, and

by no means deficient in underftanding, but

vain of his flight pretenfions to talents, and

very fond of being thought profound. At
<c the firft glance I faw into him, and could
*' now twift him round my finger. It is very
"

diverting to obferve by what foolim prin-
**

ciples your men, who think themfelves very
"

wife, are governed. Flatter this man's va-
**

nity, and you might lead him round the
u world. Now I know you will treat me, in
" return for my franknefs, with a lecture upon
"

coquetry, married men, impropriety, and fo

forth. Take my advice, my dear Bejl, and

fave yourfelf the trouble; it would be all to

no purpofe. A coquette I am, and a coquette
" I will remain, to the laft day of the exiftence
" of my powers of pleafing."

The paper was there at an end. It raifed in

me the ftrongeft indignation and contempt for

the
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the writer. And I felt fo afhamed of my folly,

that I determined not to fee my dear Mrs. B.

until I had made fome atonement, by fending

you an account of my errors and repentance.

I am, &c.

J. B.

I

N 96. SATURDAY, April 8, 1780*

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,

AM neither ugly, nor old, nor poor, nor

neglected ;
I have a clear confcience : nor

have I fuffered any calamity by the inconftancy
of lovers, or the death of relations. I am not

unhappy. The world would laugh at me if I

{hould fay I were unhappy. But I .-in not

happy. I will tell you my cafe : I confide in

your feelings; for you feem to uru' ;r;i.aod, what

few people undcrftand, that a perfon may be in

eafy circumftances, have a clear confcience, and

enjoy fufficient reputation, arid yet be no, I

will not (ay miferable, -but not happy.
I am the only daughter of an eminent mer-

chant. My father made his own fortune ; and

a very
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a very good fortune he has made of it. He
married my mother before his fituation was fo

comfortable as it is at prefent. They are

neither of them niggardly. Having where-

withal to live, not only with eafe, but with

fome degree of fplendour, they chufe, as they

fay, to enjoy the fruit of their labours. Ac-

cordingly, we live in an elegant houfe, have a

handfome carriage, keep a good number of fer-

vants, and fee a great deal of company. You
will eafily conceive, however, that the fhew

attending my father's prefent fyftem of living,

and the manners fuited to his prefent condition,

do not juft agree with his former habits. But

this does not lignify much. He is a good-na-
tured worthy man ;

and they muft be very cap-

tious indeed, who will not fuflfer his merits to

conceal his defects.

With regard to myfelf, my parents, having
no other daughter, and intending to give me a

genteel portion, were determined I fhould have

a good education. "
For," faid my father,

" a
"

young woman of fortune, and of an agreeable
"

appearance, muft go into company. You and
"

I, Bridget," addreffing himfelf to my mother,
"

fet out in life in a different manner. But
"
Mary muft have education."

So they fent me to a famous boarding-fchool ;

and, in fo far as my improvement was concern-

ed, they fpared no expence. Sir, I fpeak to

you
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you without referve
;
and I hope you will not

think me too vain, if I tell you, that my edu-

cation was no difficult matter. I underftand

mufic, and had little difficulty in acquiring

the French and Italian languages. Indeed the

worthy perfon who had the charge of my edu-

cation, was well calculated to promote my im-

provement. She was a woman of family, of

fine education, exquifite tafte, great goodnefs of

heart, and had {hewn fpirit enough, on the de-

cline of her father's fortune, rather than live a

dependant on her relations, to procure an inde-

pendent, and now (he has rendered it a refpect-

able, livelihood for herfelf. In a word, Sir, I

am what they call tolerably accomplimed ;
and

you will think it ftrange, and I think it ftrange

myfelf, that this fhould be the fource of my
uneafmefs.

It is now.fome time fmce I returned to my
father's houfe. When I came home, I was re-

ceived with rapture. My father and mother

adored me. They would refufe me nothing.

They ftrove to prevent my wifhes. Good peo-

ple ! may heaven grant them peace of mind,
and long life to enjoy the fortune they fo juftly

deferve ! But why, Sir, did they make me, as

they term it, fo very accomplimed ? They have

made me a different creature from themfelves.

I am apt to fancy myfelf of a higher order.

Forgive my prefumption; and I am fure you
VOL, ii. u will
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will forgive me, when.I tell you, I really wifli

myfelf lower. Indeed, Sir, and it grieves me
to the foul, I am fometimes impatient of my pa-

rents ; but I will not dwell upon this.

I told you, we fee a great deal of company ;

and all the people we fee are difpofed to admire

me. "
Mighty well," you will fay :

" Give a

"
young woman admiration, and what more

" can me wifh for ?" Sir, I wiih they loved

me more, and admired me lefs. I am made

to fing, and to play on the harpfichord ; and,

to oblige my father, am fometimes conftrained

to repeat verfes : and all this to people who un-

clerftand no mufic, and know no other poetry
than the Pfalms of David in metre. Indeed,

till I became better acquainted with them, I

found that, even in our converfation, there was

a mutual mifapprehenfion ;
and that they were

fometimes as unintelligible to me as I was to

them. I was not at all furprifed to hear them

call fome of our acquaintance good men
; but,

when I heard them call our neighbour John

Staytape a, great man, I could not help afking
what difcovery he had made in arts or fcience,

or what eminent fervice he had rendered his

country ? I was told in return, that within thefe

few years he had realifed a plum. This phrafe

was alfo new to me
; and I wifhed to have

known fomethmg about the nature of fuch reali-

sation. Chufmg, however, to afk but one quef-

j i tion
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tion at a time, I faid notfting ;
and foon learned,

that, whatever fervices Mr. Staytape might do

his country, he had hitherto made no great dif-

covery in arts or fciences.

I confefs, indeed, that at one time I fancied

'they might have fome little notion of books;

and when I heard them fpeak about underwriters,

I thought it might perhaps be fome ludicrous

term for the minor poets.

So when they fpoke about policies, I fancied

they were ufing the Scotch word for improve-
ments in gardening; and ventured to fay fome-

thing in favour of clumps-, "Clumps," faid a

gentleman, who is a frequent vifitor at our

houfe;
"

fhe is to be laden with Norway fir."

I found they were fpeaking about the good fhip

Rebecca.

A grave-looking man who fat near me one

day at dinner, faid a good deal about the fall,

and of events that mould have happened before

and after thefal!. As he alfo fpokc about Pro-

vidence, and Salem, and Ebenexer ; and as

great deference was fhewn to every thing that

he faid, and being, as I told you, a grave-look-

ing man in a black coat, I was not fure but he

might be fome learned theologian; and imagined
he was fpeaking about Oriental antiquities, and

the fall of Adam. But I was foon undeceived.

The gentleman had lived for fome time in Vir-

ginia; by Providence he meant the town of

u 2 that
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that name in Rhode-I/land ; and by the fall
he meant, not the fall of our firft parents, for

concerning them he had not the leaft idea, but,

as I fuppofe, the fall of the leaf; for the word
is ufed, it feems, in the American dialed, for

autumn.

In this fituation, Sir, what mall I do ? By
my boafted education, I have only unlearned the

language, and loft the manners, of that fociety

in which I am to live. If you can put me on

any method of bringing my friends up to me,
or of letting myfelf down to them, you will

much oblige

Your's, &c.

MARY MUSLIN.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,

A s you are very fuccefsful in delineating the
^ manners of modern times, it might add,

perhaps, to the effect of your pictures, if you
lometimes gave a view of former manners.

The contrail would be agreeable ; and, if I may
ufe the expreffion, would give a certain relief

to your other delineations. I offer you a frnall

(ketch of an incident, fuppofed to have hap-

pened in the times of our forefathers. I flatter

myfelf
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myfelf you have no objection to it on account

of its being In verfe. It is merely an outline ;

yet, I hope, it is fo marked, as that concomitant

circumftances, though not expreffed, may readily

be conceived.

MONTANUS.

The MARRIAGE of EVAL.

I.

Loud from JURA'S rocky more,

Heard ye the tumultuous roar ?

Sudden from the bridal feaft,

By impetuous ire poflefs'd,

Fury naming in their eyes,

Kinfmen againft kinfmen rife :

And ifluing to the fatal field,

Bend the bow, the falchion wield.

From her eyry, with difmay,
The tow'ring eagle fores away.
The wild-deer from their clofe retreat,

Start with terror and amaze,

Down on the furious conflict gaze,

Then to deep forefts bend their nimble feet.

II.

Ah ! that recklefs fpeech mould fire

Kinfmen with inhuman ire !
-

Goaded by vindictive rage,

Lo ! the martial clans engage.
Now the feather'd arrows fmg ;

Now the bofly targets ring.

With rav'ning fwords the fudden fpe*

Now in fierce encounter clofe.

Lo ! the blade horrific gleams ;

Aaid now the purple torrent ftreams ;

u 3 Th
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The torrent dreams from Eval's fide,

Tinging with his flowing gore
The white foam on the fea-beat more.

Ah ! who will fuccour his affli&ed bride ?

III.

Lo ! me flies with headlong fpeed ;

"
Bloody,, bloody was the deed j"

Wild with piteous wail, (he cries,

TrefTes torn and dreaming eyes ;

"
Lift, O ! gently lift his head ;

"
Lay him on the bridal bed ;

(( My kinfmen ! cruel kinfmen, ye !

" Thefe your kincilieft deeds to me !

<f Yes, the clay-cold bed prepare,
" The willing bride and bridegroom there

" Will tarry ; will for ever dwell.

" Now, inhuman men, depart :

" Go, triumph in my broken heart !" >

She faid, fhe figh'd, a breathlefs corfe me fell.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,

I
AM one of a family of young ladies who read

your paper, with which we have been hither-

to tolerably well pleafed, though we could wifh

it were not quite fo grave, and had a little

more love in it. But we have found out, of late,

that it is none of your own, but moftly bor-

rowed from other people. A coufm of ours,

who
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who is himfelf a fine fcholar, and has a great

acquaintance among the critic
,,
fhewed us many

different inftances of this. Your firft paper, he

told us, was copied from the firft paper of the

Spectator; and, upon looking into both, we
found them exactly the fame, all about the au-

thor and the work from beginning to end. Your

Umpbravillc, he faid, was juft Sir Roger de Co-

verley, which we perfectly agreed in, except
that my fifter.Zfa?/j'obferved, Umpbraville wanted

the W}dow, which all of us think the very beft

part of Sir Roger. Your .Bobby Button, he af-"

fured us, was borrowed from N 13, of the True

Patriot^ publifhed by Mr. Fielding, who wrote

Tom Jones ;
and there, indeed, we found there

was a ftory of a young gentleman who liked

French wine better than his country, juft like

Sir Bobby. N 3

72. which we thought a very

fweet paper, he informed us was taken from the

Night Thoughts ; and, indeed, though we don't

underftand Latin, we faw plainly that the mottos

were the fame to a T. All this, however, we

might have overlooked, had not a gentleman,

who called here this morning, who ufed for-

merly to be a great advocate for the MIRROR,
confefled to us, that our coufm's intelligence

was literally true
; and, more than all that,

he told us, that your very laft Number was

to be found, every word of it, in John/on f

u 4 We



196 THE MIRROR. N 9 5.

We fend you therefore notice, Sir, that un-

lefs you can contrive to give us fomething new
for the future, we mall be obliged to coun-

termand our fubfcription for the MIRROR.
We can have a reading of a frefh Novel

every morning for the money, with a fpick
and fpan new ftory in it, fuch as none of

us ever read or heard of in all our lives

before.

Yours, &c.

EVELINA,
V

N 97. TUESDAY, April u, 1780.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,

\7OUR correfpondent K. B. has well defcribed

the calamitous condition of a private tutor^

without money or friends. Perhaps it will

.afford him fome confolation, to hear of one who

needlefsly entangled himfelf in difficulties of

a like nature.

My father bred me to the ftudy of letters,

and, at his death, left me in poflefTion of a for-

tune, not fufficient to check my induftry in the

purfuit
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purfuit of knowledge, but more than fufficient

to fecure me from fervile dependence.

Through the intereft of his friends, I obtained

an honourable and lucrative office ;
but there

were certain arrangements to be made, which

delayed my admiffion to it for a twelvemonth.

While I was considering in what way I might
beft fill up this interval of life, an acquaintance
of mine requefted, as a particular favour, that I

would beftow the year which I could call mine

in reading with the only fon of .the rich Mr.
Flint. The conditions offered were uncommonly
advantageous, and fuch as indeed flattered the

vanity of a young man.

For underftanding my ftory, it is fit that you
fhould be informed of the characters of that

family, into which I was received with fo many
marks of favour and diftincliion.

Rowland Flinty Efq. was born of poor but

honed parents ; they made a hard fhift to

have him inftructed in reading, and even in

writing and arithmetic, and then they left

him to find his way through the world as he beft

could. The young man, like a philofopher,

carried about with him all that was truly his

own, his quill and his ink-holder ; he attached

himfelf to one of the fubordinate departments

of the law, in which his drudgery was great

And his profits fcanty. After having toiled for

many years in this humble, contented, and

happy
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happy vocation, he was fuddenly raifed to opu-
lence by the death of an uncle.

This uncle went abroad at a very early period
of life, with the fixed refolution of acquiring a

competency, and then of enjoying it at home.

But that competency, which filled up the meafure

of the ambition of a bare Scotch lad, proved
far fhort of the defires of an eminent foreign

merchant. He imperceptibly became,
"

in eafy
"

circumftances, well in the world, of great cre-
"

dit, a man to be relied on, and to be advifed
41

with, and even one fuperior to all mocks,.
*'

calls, and runs.'*

While engaged in making his fortune, he

thought it needlefs to enquire after his poor re-

lations, whom he could not affift
; and, after he

made his fortune, he thought it equally need-

lefs, as he was to fee them fo foon in Scot-

land. Yet a multitude of unforefeen obftacles

retarded his return : fome new mortgage was to

be fettled, fome company concerns to be wound

up, or fome bottomry-accompt to be adjufted;

and thus year glided along after year, till at

length death furprifed him at the age of three-

fcore and ten.

Bufied in making money, he had never be-

ftowed a thought on providing ah heir to it :

that he left to the impartial determination of the

laws of his country ; and, dying inteftate, he

was fucceedcd by his nephew Rowland Flint.

This
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This gentleman, on his becoming rich, difco-

vered himfelf to be eminently fkilled in the fci-

ence of law, the ftudy, as he boafted, of his

earlier years ;
and this knowledge engaged

him in three or four law-fuits, which the court

uniformly determined againft him, with cofls.

But of every other fcience he honeftly avowed

his want of knowledge ; and he did not even

pretend to underftand painting or politics ; but

he had a mighty veneration for literature, and

its profefibrs, and he was refolved to make his

fon a great fcholar, although itjhould Jland him

in ten thonfandpounds Jlerling*

My pupil is in his fifteenth year. They had

taken him from fchool before it was difcovered

that his proficiency in literature did not qualify

him for college ;
and it became my tafk to bring

himforward, that is, to teach him what he ought
to have known already.

The youth is of a docile difpofition, and of

moderate talents ;
his memory good, and his

application fuch as is generally to be found

among thofe who, having no particular incen-

tives to ftudy, perform their tafks merely as

tafks.

I have little to fay concerning his mother:

her mind was wholly abforbed in the contem-

plation of her hufband's riches, and in the care

of her fon's health and her own. Baron Blel-

)
an eminent German author, obferves, that,

in
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in our ifland, there is a difeafe called k-catch-

cold, of which the natives are exceedingly ap-

prehenfive. Mrs. Flint lived under the perpe-

tual terror of that difeafe.

Being thus rendered incapable of the* active

duties of houfe-keeping, fhe committed them

to her brother, Captain Winterbottom, who, as

he was wont to fay,
" could bear a hand at any

u
thing." But his chief excellence lay in the

conduct of the ftew-pan and the nation. He
had long commanded a veffel in the Baltic

trade ; and it having been once employed as a

tranfport in the fervice of government, he af-

fedled to wear a cockade, and wifhed to have it

understood that he belonged to the navy. The

captain had dealt occafionally in borough-poli-

tics, belonged to feveral refpectable clubs in

London, and was one of the original members

of the Robin-Hood fociety.

The laft of the family that I mall mention, is

*W\fe Juliana Winterbottom, a maiden fifter of Mrs.

Flint. Her original name was Judith; but,

when fhe arrived at the years of difcretion, fhe

changed it to Juliana, as being more genteel.

Many years ago, Lady was advifed to

pafs a winter at Nice, for recovery of her health,

worn out by the vigils and diffipatlon of a Lon-

don winter ;
and fhe eafily prevailed on Mifs

Juliana to go as her companion. The heat of

the climate, and the cold blafts from the Alps,

foon
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foon completed what the corrupted air of good

company, and the damps from the Thames, had

begun, and Lady lived not to re-fee her

Britifh phyficians.

Mifs Juliana^ on her return home, pafTed

by the caftle of Fernay^ and got a peep of M,
de Voltaire, in his furred cap and night-gown,
At Paris, {he chanced to be in company with

Count Buffon, for half an hour; and fhe ac-

tually purchafed a volume of mufic written by
the great RouJJeau himfelf. Having thus be-

come acquainted with the foreign literati, (he

commenced a fort of literati in her own perfon.

She frequently advances thofe opinions in hif-

tory, morals, and phyfics, which, as fhe ima-

gines, are to be found in the writings of the

French philofophers. But, whether through the

habits of education, or through confcious igno-

rance, it muft be confefled that fhe dogmatifea

with diffidence, and is a very ftammerer in infi-

delity.

Having feen Paris, and having picked up a

good many French words in the courfe of her

travels, fhe thinks that (he is authorifed, arid,

in fome fort, obliged to fpeak French. No-

thing can be more grotefque than her travelled

language. When (he left Scotland,
" her fpeech,"

to ufe a phrafe of Lord Eacon^
" was in the

"
full dialect of her nation." At Nice fhe con-

verfed with Englifli and Irifh ; and, by imitat-

ing
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ing the language of each, fhe has, in her pro-

nunciation, completed the union of the three

kingdoms. But Hill her own country-language

predominates ; for, during her refidence abroad,

{he had an opportunity of preferving, and even

of improving it, by daily conferences with the

houfe-maid, who was born and educated in the

county of Banff.

In pronouncing French, fhe blends the tone

of all thofe dialects : and her phrafeology is as

iingular as her pronunciation ; for fhe faith-

fully tranflates every word from her own mo-

ther-tongue. An example of this prefents itfelf,

which I (hall never forget. One day, addreffing

her difcourfe to me, fhe faid,
"
Je doute pas que

tc vous avez perufe les ouvraiges di Mo?igjeer le

" Counte de Bouffon ; que tin cbarmatig creature !

"
il met pbilofophes et divins par les oreilhs"

That is,
"

I doubt not that you have read the
" works of Count Bouffon ; what a charming
" creature ! he fets philofophers and divines by
<c the ears." I anfwered her, that I had never

read the works of that renowned author, but that

I had read the Principia of Sir Jfaac Newton.
"
Why, indeed,'* replied fhe,

"
Sir Ifaac may

" have been a man of better principles^ but as-
"
Jheurement, the theories of the Count , are

" wittier."

It is a happy circumftance that Mifs Winter-

bottom did not make the grand tour. Had fhe

vifited
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vifited Italy, fhe would have proved as great an

adept in ftatuary and in painting, as fhe is at

prefent in philofophy. But Mifs Winterbottom

cannot, in confcience, talk of her having vifited

Italy, while her travels were limited to the bor-

ders of Piedmont.

I never heard her mention Italy but once,

and then fhe got no great encouragement to

proceed in her remarks. At dinner fhe faid,
"

I remember, that, in Italy, they have fome-
"

thing very like our veal, which they call vi-
" tello"

"
Well, Sifter Juddy" cried Captain

Winterlottom,
" and why fhould they not? for

"
if vitello means veal in their Kngo, what elfe

" would you have the poor devils call it ?"

It was refolved to poftpone my leflbns for

a while,
"

that," as Mr. Flint exprefTed it,
"

I

"
might come to know the ways, of the houfe

"
firft."

Mifs Juliana conftantly teafed me with quef-

tions about my plan for her nephew's education.

To puzzle her a little I faid, that, fome weeks

hence, I propofed to teach him to make nonfenfe

verfes.
"

Mifericorde" cried fhe,
"

nonfenfe
"

verfes I Is that part of the etlquaitte%"
" Let the boy alone," added Captain Win-

terbottom,
" when he is old enough to be in

"
love, he will make nonfenfe verfes, I warn't

"
you, without any help of yours ; ay, although

"
it fhould be on mamma's dairy-maid." Mr.

Flint
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Flint laughed loud, and Mrs. Flint faid gently,
"

Ohfy, brother!"

Perceiving that, on this encouragement, the

Captain was about to be more witty, I recalled

the converfation to nonfenfe verfes, endeavoured

to explain their nature, and obferved, that their

main ufe was to inftrucT: one in the quantity of

fyllables.
"

Quantity of fyllables," exclaimed the Cap-

tain,
" there is modern education for you !

"
Boys have their heads lumbered with great

*c
quantities of Latin fyllables and words, when

"
they mould be taught to underftand things^ to

*'
fpeak their own language rough and round,

<c and fo cut a figure in parliament. I remem-
" her Will. Fitxdriver ; but he is gone ! Honeft
ec Will, knew no tongue except a little of his
a

own, and yet he would talk to you for an
4<

hour, and you would have thought that he
<c had fcarcely entered on the fubjec~l at all. He
*c never valued any of your outlandifh lingos,
' not he !"

I faid, that, if my pupil were of an age to

go into parliament, I fhould be apt to advife

him to follow the precepts of Pythagoras^ and

be filent for feven years.
" He muft have been

" a fure card, that Mr. Pythagoras" obferved

the Captain,
" and I do fuppofe that he lived

"
up to his own precepts ;

for I never heard
* of any fpeaker of that name ; no, not even

in
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" in committees. People, to be fure, may hold
"

their tongues, and have a like of the great
"

pudding ;
but this is not a time for your

" dumb fenators. No, we muft have bold
"

well-fpoken men, to tell poor Britannia that
" fhe is beggared, and bleeding, and expiring,
"

ay, and dead too, for ought that fome folks

" care." He rounded this pathetic period with

one of his beft oaths.

*' Were all men to make fpeeches," faid I,
" What time would there be left for doing bu-
" fmefs?" " Buiinefs!" cried the Captain, "is
" not oratory bufmefs ? and why cannot they
"

fet to it watch and watch, as we do at fea ?"

Mrs. Flint exprefled her hope, that I would

not load her poor boy's memory, by making
him get a deal by heart.

" When I firft got the multiplication-table
"

by heart," faid Mr. Flint, who generally
falls in the rear of converfation,

"
it was a

"
plaguy troublefome job ; but now that I am

" mafter of it, I don't perceive that it loads my
"
memory at all."

" Learned men have remarked," faid Mifs

Juliana,
" that it is not the getting by heart

"
that is cenfurable, but the getting by rote, as

" one does one's catechifm."
" There fhe goes, the travelled lady," cried

the Captain ;

" fhe muft always have a fling at

" her catechifm."

VOL. u. x " Mr,
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" Mr. Winterbottom" replied Mifs Juliana

with exceeding dignity,
"

you wrong me much
;

"
I am furCj that I fhould be the laft woman

" alive to fay any thing, efpecially in mixed
<c

companies, to the difparagement of the reli-

"
gion of the ftate, which I have always con-

" fidered as the great lycng \llen\ of fociety."
" You have always confidered religion as

"
great lying ! and who taught you that, fifter

"
Juddy? your godfathers and your godmo-

" thers! No, fure."

Here I was laid under the neceffity of inter-

pofing, and of affuring Captain Winterbottom^

that he miftook his fifter, and that me had in-

advertently ufed a French word to exprefs her

own idea,
" that religion was the great tie of

"
fociety." Perhaps I prevaricated a little in

my office of interpreter.
"

Well, well," faid the Captain,
"

if her
"

tongue was tied, fociety would be no lofer."

To divert the ftorm which feemed gathering,

I fpoke of my purpofe to explain ;,the tenth

fatire of Juvenal^ a poem, for method, com-

pofition,
and animated language, univerfally ad-

mired.
" What does that Juvenal write about ?"

faid Mifs Juliana ;
"

I am not acquainted with
" his works : was he a member of the French
"

academy?"
"

Perhaps," replied I, fmiling,
" he would be no favourite with you, Mifs

"
Juliana ;
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C{

Juliana ; he has been very fevere upon the
" Roman ladies."

"
Ay, they were Papifts," faid Captain Win*

lerbottom,
" and they are all wh *-."

" Give
** me leave to tell you," cried Mifs Juliana,
in a higher key,

" when I was abroad, I had the
c< honour of being known to feveral ladies of
"

the Roman perfuafion, and they were perfons
" of the ftrideft virtue."

"
I fuppofe you afked them whethef they

" were wh , and they faid they were not.

" Poor fifter Juddy ! It is true, I never was in
*' the gallies at Nice, as you have been ; but I

** have touched at Marfeilles, and have laid clofe

" off the mole of Genoa, and that is farther
" than ever you travelled ; and I fay they are

an wh
How this wonderful controverfy would have

ended, I know not ; but happily we were called

to coffee, which feparated the combatants.

I was now pretty well acquainted with the

'ways ofa houfe, in which ignorance, felf-conceit,

and illiberality of fentiment and manners, had

fixed their refidence* It was agreed, that on

the Monday following I mould begin my lef-

fons. Appearances, I muft acknowledge, were

not very favourable. My pupil had been gene-

rally prefent at the converfations of which I

have given you a fpecimen, and, indeed, they
not fuch as could either enlarge his mind,

x 2 or
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or improve his underftariding. I flattered my-
felf, however, that he would be left to profe-
cute his ftudies under my direction, and that

every new acquifition in knowledge would in-

creafe his love for letters.
:

In what way our fludies were conducted,

will beft appear from a faithful journal of the

progrefs which we made during the firfl week.

But of this hereafter.

Meanwhile I am, Sir, &c.

HYPODIDASCALUS.

N 98. SATURDAY, April 15, 1780.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,

I
NOW fend you a faithful narrative of the

progrefs of our ftudies in Mr. Flint's family,

from Monday morning to Saturday at bed-time,

carefully diftinguifhing the proficiency made in

each day.

MONDAY.
Mrs. Flint had previoufly informed me, that

her fon's conftitution did not agree with much

ftudy before breakfaft, and that, whenever he

read
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read on an empty ftomach, he was apt to be dif-

turbed with uneafy yawnings ; we therefore re-

folved that he fliould have a fhort leflbn only at

eight in the morning.

After waiting in the parlour till within a quar-
ter of nine, I learned from Mrs. Flint, that her

fon had been obferved to turn himfelf twice or

thrice during the night, and that he feemed to

be threatened with a fort offtiffing and wbeef-
i
tig

: and that, by way of prevention, fhe judged
it beft to give him a little fenna^ and confine

him to his chamber for a few hours ; but that,

in the evening, we might profecute our ftudies

without farther interruption.

Accordingly, at fix, my pupil and I prepared
to read the tenth fatire of Juvenal. After

ing explained to him the general fcope and

thod of the fatirifts, I began,

Omnibus in terris quse funt a Gadibus ufquea
Auroram et Gangem.

At that moment I heard a gentle tap at the

door, and then entered Mifs Juliana and bet*

fitter, with Mr. Flint and the Captain, a little

behind, and walking on tiptoe.
" You muft

"
parifon ourfemelle curiofite" faid 'M\kJ

:

uliana^
<c we come to fee Jemmy take his firft leflbn

*6 from you. What have you got here ? I

*'
fancy, from my knowledge of French, that

x 3
'*

I could
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a I could pick out the meaning of fome part of
*e

it. Oh ! I underftand ;
there is auroram^ does

<c not that mean, break of day ?

<c Que 1'aurore

" Nous trouve encore.

<c I learned it in a French Cbanfong a boar"
* What is that boar fong ?" demanded Captain

Winterbottom^
"

is it a hunting one ?" Oh fy,
<c

no," faid Mifs Juliana,
"

it is a drinking
u

fong."
" And w/fo taught you drinking

"
fongs, fitter Juddy ; did you learn them from

"
your outlandiih ladies of honour ?" A tre-

mendous aflault on the knocker announced the

approach of a perfon of quality.
-" The

"
Countefs of '," On this joyful news

the ladies hurried to the drawing-room.
Mrs. Flint prefently returned.

"
I muft make,

" an apology," faid fhe,
"

for thus interrupt-
"

ing the courfe of my fon's fludies
; but the

" Countefs has made a flying vifit to tell me,
" that there is a meeting of young people at

<* her houfe this evening, and that there will

" be a dance and a little fupper, and fhe in-
"

fifts to have Jemmy of the party ;
but I

" would not engage for any thing, without
"

afking your leave, as you have the whole

charge of his education. There will be

many rich folks, and many fine folks ;
and

there will be Mifs Punaife, the great heirefs j

" me

"
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"
fhe has a vaft improveable eftate, hard by

"
the borough of Ayno, and who can tell

"

The good woman was bufy in weaving the

web of futurities, when I reminded her that her

fon had taken medicine that morning, and that,

poflibly, he might catch cold. At another time,

the mention of catch cold would have awakened

all her feelings ; but, at prefent, Mrs. Flint was

elevated above the region of alarms.
" Never

"
fear," faid fhe,

" we are going to a clofe

" warm houfe, without a breath of air in it.

" Come away, Jemmy, and put on a pair of
" white filk ftockings as faft as you can ; the
" Countefs waits us."

TUESDAY.
My pupil had been kept out of bed fo much

beyond his ufual hour, that he did not make
his appearance till after breakfaft.

" Cheer up,
"
my boy," cried Mrs. Flint,

"
you look as

"
if you had been dreaming all night of your

"
partner, Mifs Punaife : come, let us take an

"
airing, and refrefh ourfelves after the fatigues

" of the ball. Thefe late iittings don't anfwer

with my old bones. You fee, Mr. ,

that I have been as good as my word, and

that Jemmy, poor man, has caught no cold.

You mail go along with us on our airing ;

there is room for you in Mr. Flinfs carriage

x " and

"

"
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" and fix, and you may talk over your leffona

"
by the way ; for you will find the carnage

"
quite eafy." Nothing indeed could be more

admirably calculated to elude every jolt ;
and

there wanted only folitude and independence to

make it referable a down bed.
" We muft,

"
firft of all, {hut out the common enemy, the

"
eaft wind," faid Mrs. Flinty pulling up the

glaifes. The weather was warm, and Mrs.

Flint grew eloquent on the fund of knowledge
he had acquired the night before. She gave
me the catalogue and character of the company:
ihe dwelt mod on her ion's looks and dancing.
" A gentleman at the Countefs's, who faid he
" was lately come from Paris, told me, Jemmy
" was vaftly like the Count de Provence^ the
"

King of France's brother, particularly in the
<c minuet: but, remember, Jemmy ,

that to be a
"

great fcholar is a- much finer thing than to be
" a great dancer. I am fure, Mr. , that
"
my boy will profit by your inftruclions : he

" has a charming memory, and he will take in
"

his learning as faft as you can give it him ;

" and I am fure that is faying a great deal
; for,

" from all that I can difcover, Mr. Flint could
" not have beftowed his money better." She

was going on ; but, alas ! flattery vibrated faintly

on my ear : WTC had got above pine-apple heat,

and I became fick and opprefied. I afked

leavq
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leave to get out, and walk home, as I felt my-
felf not well.

"
Oh, to be fure," faid me :

"
I

" have known people fick in carriages for Want
" of practice ; don't be alarmed, Mr. ;

1 but here, jfemntfr
do you wrap this hand-

" kerchief about your neck, before the coach-
" door is opened."

I walked home in great fpirits, animated by
every gale around me ;

and I forgot for a while

that I was not my own mafter.

In the evening, my pupil came to be drefled

out and powdered :
" Mamma," faid he fheep-

ifhly,
" has made me engage to drink tea with

" Mifs Punaife, my laft night's partner. I don't
" much like her neither ;

for {he is pitted with
" the finall-pox, has a yellow {kin, and - a
" bleared eye ; and, befides, {he dances out of
" time. There was a Mifs with black hair"

Not inclining to become his confident, I faid,
" Mafter Flint

^
all engagements that can be kept

" with honour mujl be kept ; and, therefore,
"

you muft go."
"

Nay," faid he,
" there is

" not any muft in the matter ; for, I believe, the
" Mifs with the black hair lives with their Mifs

Punaife* However, I can do a double tafk to-

morrow
;
and my aunt is wont to fay, that a

young man ought not to be always at his

" books." He feemed to have treafured up this

precious apophthegm in his memory.
WED-
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WEDNESDAY.
My pupil was punctual to his hour. But we

had hardly feated ourfelves, when Captain JVin-

terbottom arrived.
" No leflbns to-day," roared

he ;

"
'This is my lady's wedding-day ,

and there-

fore we keep holiday ,
and come for to be merry.

Why, you young dog, if it had not been for

this day, you would either have not been at

all, or have been a baftard." It was, indeed,

a day of feftivity and riot.

THURSDAY.
All the fervants having dutifully got drunk

over night, my pupil was not called, and fo he

overflept himfelf. He came down to the par-
lour about eleven, and we refumed the fatal

firft line of the tenth fatire of Juvenal.
" The

" French mafter is here," faid a fervant. I

begged that he might return in about an hour ;

but I foon learned that that was impoffible with-

out deranging the fyftem of education in all

parts of the city.
"

It is no great matter for

" an hour," faid Mifs Juliana^
"

you have
"

always my nephew at your command ;
but

<(
poor Signor Bergamefco is much hurried, and

" his time is not his own." "
Signor Berga-

"
mefco" cried I

;

"
is your French mafter an

"
Italian ?"

"
Yes," faid me,

" of a noble fa-

"
mily in the dominions of the Dog of Venice,

" but
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" but a younger brother, with a fmall patri-
"

mony, which he unfortunately confumed en
*' travaillant par VEurope. It was a fancy of
"
my own

;
I thought that, after the Signor had

"
taught my nephew French, he might teach

" him Italian allb ;
for you know that it is a

*'

great lofs to change preceptors, and that
"

young men who have not feen much of the
*' world are my with ftrangers."

The talk impofed on my pupil by S. Berga-

mefco^ occupied all his leifure till dinner-time ;

but I thought that I mould have the abfolute

command of the evening, I was beginning to

read, Omnibus in terris^ when a fervant faid,
" Here is the French mafter."

"
What," cried I,

1 can S. Bergamefco, who is fo much hurried,
"

afford to give two leflbns in one day to the
" fame fcholar ?"

"
It is another French mafter

" whom they had got for me," faid my pupil.

I applied to Mifs Juliana for the explanation of

this phenomenon.
"

It was none of my advif-
"

ing," faid me,
" but my brother knew Mr.

"
Q^Callachan^ when linguift to commodore

"
Firebrace, and be wijled to throw a goodjob

"
In the poor fellowV way; thefe were his very

" words ; and fo Mr. O'Callacban came to be
"

employed ; but, indeed, after recollection, I

"
thought it would anfwer well enough, as both

* c matters taught by the fame grammar, and
* l both of them read Tckmac"

The
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The linguift of commodore Firebrace had

juft taken his leave, when a fmart young fellow

burft into the room, with an air of much hurry
and importance.

"
What," cried I,

" more
* French maftersr" " Don't be alarmed,"

faid Mrs. Flint, who accompanied him ;

"
it is

"
only the Frifeur, who comes to put up my

," boy's hair in papers. Pray don't afk me i

wb)'J

*' for it is a great fecret ; but you fhall know it

**
all to- morrow."

4

FRIDAY.
" You, muft know," faid Mrs. Flint at break-

fart,
" that I am aflured that Jemmy is very like

" the Count de Provence^ the King of France's
u own brother. Now Jemmy is fitting for his

"
picture to Martin

;
and I thought it would

" be right to get thefrifeur, whom you faw laft

"
night [he is juft arrived from Paris], to drefs

" his hair like the Count de Provence, that Mr.
** Martin might make the refemblance more
**

complete. Jemmy has been under his hands
w

fince feven o'clock. Oh, here he comes !"

u
Is it not charming ?'* exclaimed Mifs Juliana.

" I wifli Mifs Punaife faw you," added the

happy mother. My pupil, loft in the labyrinth

of crofs curls, feemed to look about for himfelf.

" What a powdered fheep's-head have we got
" here ?" cried Captain Winterbottom. We
all went to Mr. Martina to aflift him in draw-

ing
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ing Jemmy s picture. On our return, Mrs.

Flint difcovered that her fon had got an inflam-

mation in his right eye by looking ftedfaftly on

the painter. She ordered a poultice of bread

and milk, and put him to bed ;
fo there was no

more talk of " Omnibus In terris" for that even-

ing.

My pupil came down to breakfaft in a com-

plete fuit of black, with weepers, and a long

mourning-cravat. The Count de Provence's

curls were all demolimed, and there remained

not a veftige of powder on his hair.
"

Blefs me,"
cried I,

" what is the matter ?"
"

Oh, no-
"

thing," faid Mrs. "Flint ;
" a relation of mine

"
is to be interred at twelve, and Jemmy has got

" a burial letter. We ought to acknowledge
" our friends on fuch melancholy occafions. I

" mean to fend Jemmy with the coach and fix.

"
It will teach him how to behave himfelf in

"
public places."

*

At dinner, my pupil exprefTed a vehement de-

fire to go to the play.
" There is to be Har-

"
lequin Highlander^ and the blowing up of

" the St. Domingo man of war," faid he;
"

it

" will be vaftly comical and curious."
"
Why,

Jemmy" faid Mrs. Flint
^

" fmce this is Satur-

day, I fuppofe your tutor will have no ob-

jeclion; but be fure to put on your great

I
"

coat,

C(
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"
coat, and to take a chair in coming home."

"
I

"
thought," faid I,

"
that we might have made

*' fome progrefs at our books this evening,"
" Books on Saturday afternoon," cried the

whole company ;

"
it was never heard of." *

I yielded to conviction ; for, indeed, it would

have been very unreasonable to expect that he,

who had fpent the whole week in idlenefs,

fhould begin to apply himfelf to his ftudies on

the evening of Saturday.

I am, SIR, &c.

HYPODIDASGALUS.

N 99* TUESDAY, April 1 8, 1780.

Juvat, aut impellit ad iram,

Aut ad humum, mcerore gravi, deducit et angit.

HoR,

/CRITICISM, like every thing elfe, is fub-^
jec~t to the prejudices of our education, or

of our country. National prejudice, indeed, is,

of all deviations from juftice, the moft common
and the moft allowable; it is a near, though

perhaps an illegitimate relation of that patriot*

ifm, which has been ranked among the firft vir-

tues
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tues of charaders the moft eminent and illuf-

trious. To authors, however, of a rank fo ele-

vated as to afpire to univerfal fame, the partia-

lity of their countrymen has been fometimes

prejudicial ; in proportion as they have unrea-

fonably applauded, the critics of other countries,

from a very common fort of feeling, have un-

reafonably cenfured ;
and there are few great

writers, whom prejudice on either fide may not,

from a partial view of their works, find fome

ground for eftimating at a rate much above or

much below the ftandard of juftice.

No author, perhaps, ever exifted, of whom
opinion has been fo various as Shakejpeare. En-
dowed with all the ublimity, and fubjecT: to all

the irregularities, of genius, his advocates have

room for unbounded praife, and their opponents
for frequent blame. His departure from all the

common rules which criticifm, fomewhat arbi-

trarily perhaps, has impofed, leaves no legal

code by which the decifion can be regulated ;

and, in the feelings of different readers, the

fame paflage may appear fimple or mean, natu-

ral or prepofterous, may excite admiration, or

create difguft.

But it is not, I apprehend, from particular

paflages or incidents that Shakefpeare is to be

judged. Though his admirers frequently con-

tend for beauty in the moft diftorted of the

former, and probability *m the moft unaccount-

able
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able of the latter
; yet it muft be owned, that,

in both, there are often grofs defeats which cri-

ticifm cannot juftify, though the fituation of the

poet, and the time in which he wrote, may
eafily excufe. But we are to look for the fu-

periority of Sbakefpeare in the aftonifhing and

almoft iupernatural powers of his invention,

his abfolute command over the paflions, and his

wonderful knowledge of Nature. Of the ftruc-

ture of his ftories, or the probability of his

incidents, he is frequently carelefs ; thefe he

took at random from the legendary tale or

the extravagant romance ;
but his intimate ac-

quaintance with the human mind feldom or never

forfakes him
; and, amidft the moft fantaftic and

improbable fituations, the perfons of his drama

fpeak in the language of the heart, and in the

ftyle of their characters.

Of all the characters of Sbakefpeare^ that of

Hamlet has been generally thought the moft dif-

ficult to be reduced to any fixed or fettled prin-

ciple. With the ftrongeft purpofes of revenge,

he is irrefolute and inactive
;
amidft the gloom

of the deepeft melancholy, he is gay and jocu-

lar
; and, while he is defcribed as a paffionate

lover, he feems indifferent about the object of

his affections. It may be worth while to en-

quire, whether any leading idea can be found,

upon which thefe apparent contradictions may
be reconciled, and a character fo pleaiing in the

clofet,
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clofet, and fo much applauded on the ftage,

rendered as unambiguous in the general as it is

ftriking in detail ? I will venture to lay before

my readers fbme obfervations on this fubject,

though with the diffidence due to a queftion of

which the Public has doubted, and much abler

eritics have already written.

The bafis of Hamlefs character feerhs to be

an extreme fenfibility of mind, apt to be ftrongly

impreffed by its fituation, and overpowered

by the feelings which that fituation excites.

Naturally of the moft virtuous and mod amiable

difpofitions, the circumftances in which he was

placed unhinged thofe principles of action,

which, in another fituation, would have de-

lighted mankind, and made himfelf happy. That

kind of diftrefs which he fuffered was, beyond
all others, calculated to produce this effect:. His

misfortunes were not the misfortunes of acci-

dent, which, though they may overwhelm at

firft, the mind will foon call up reflections to

alleviate, and hopes to cheer
; they were fuch as

reflection only ierves to irritate, fuch as rankle,

in the foul's tendereft part, her fenfe of virtue

and feelings of natural affection
; they arofe

from an uncle's villany, a mother's guilt, a

father's murder ! Yet, amidft the gloom of

melancholy and the agitation of paflion, in which

his calamities involve him, there are occafional

breakings-out of a mind, richly endowed by na-

YOL. n. y
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ture and cultivated by education. We perceive

gentlenefs in his demeanour, wit in his converfa-

tion, tafte in his amufements, and wifdom in his

reflections.

That Hamhfs character, thus formed by Na-

ture, and thus modelled by fituation, is often

variable and uncertain, I am not difpofed to

deny. I will content myfelf with the fuppo-

fition, that this is the very character which

Sbakefpeare meant to allot him. Finding fuch

a character in real life, of a perfon endowed

with feelings fo delicate as to border on weak-

nefs, with fenfibility too exquifite to allow of

determined action, he has placed it where it

could be beft exhibited in fcenes of wonder, of

terror, and of indignation, where its varying
emotions might be moft ftrongly marked amidft

the workings of imagination and the war of the

paflions.

This is the very management of the charac-

ter by which, above all others, we could be

interefted in its behalf. Had Sbakefpeare made
Hamlet purfue his vengeance with a fteady de-

termined purpofe, had he led him through diffi-

culties arifing from accidental caufes, and not

from the doubts and hefitation of his own mind,
the anxiety of the fpectator might have beea

highly raifed ;
but it would have been anxiety

for the event, not for the perfon. As it is, we

feel not only the virtues, but the weaknefles of

Hamlet^
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Hamlet
y
as ourown; we fee a man who, in other

circumftances, would have exercifed all the moral

and focial virtues, one whom Nature had formed

to be

" Th* Expeftancy and Rofe of the fair State,
" The Glafs of Fafliion, and the Mould of Form,
" Th' obferv'd of all Obfervers,"

placed in a fituation in which even the amiable

qualities of his mind ferve but to aggravate his

diftrefs, arid to perplex his conduct. Our com-

paflion for the firft, and our anxiety for the

latter, are excited in the ftrongeft manner ; and

hence arifes that indefcribable charm in Hamlet,
which attrads every reader and every fpectator,

which the more perfect characters of other tra-

gedies never difpofe us to feel.

The Orefles of the Greek poet, who, at his

firft appearance, lays down a plan of vengeance
which he refolutely purfues, interefts us for

the accomplishment of his purpofe; but of

him, we think only as the inftrument of that

juftice which we wifh to overtake the murderers

of Agamemnon. We feel with Orefles {or ra-

ther with Sophocles, for in fuch paflages we

always hear the poet in his hero), that
"

it is

"
fit that fuch grofs infringements of the mo-

"
ral law fhould be punifhed with death, in

"
9rder to render wickednefs lefs frequent :"

y 2 but



524 THEMIRROR. N 99.

but when Horatio exclaims on the death of his

friend,
" Now crack'd a noble heart !"

we forget the murder of the King, the villany

of Claudius , the guilt of Gertrude ; our recol-

lection dwells only on the memory of that
" fweet prince," the delicacy of whofe feelings

a milder planet fhould have ruled, whofe gentle

virtues fhould have bloomed through a life of

felicity and ufefulnefs.

Hamlet, from the very opening of the piece,

is delineated as one under the dominion of

melancholy, whofe fpirits were overborne by
his feelings. Grief for his father's death, and

difpleafure at his mother's marriage, prey on

his mind
;
and he feems, with the weaknefs na-

tural to fuch a difpofition, to yield to their con-

troul. He does not attempt to refift or combat

thefe imprefiions, but is willing to fly from the

conteft, though it were into the grave :

Oh ! that this too too folid flefli would melt," &c.

Even after his father's ghoft has informed him
of his murder, and commiflioned him to avenge

it, we find him complaining of that fituation in

which his fate had placed him :

* The time is out of joint ; oh ! curfed
fpight,

" That ever'I was born to let it right !"

And
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And afterwards, in the perplexity of his con-

dition, meditating on the expediency of filicide :

" To be, or not to be, that is the queftion."

The account he gives of his own feelings to

Rojincratx and Giiildenjlern^ which is evidently

ipoken in earneft, though fomewhat covered

with the mift of his affected diffraction, is

exactly defcriptive of a mind full of that wea-

rinefs of life which is characteristic of low

Ipirits
:

" This goodly frame, the earth, feems to me a flerile pro-
"

moratory," &c.

And, indeed, he exprefsly delineates his own
character as of the kind abovementioned, when,

hefitating on the evidence of his uncle's villany

he fays,

The fpirit
that I have feen

" May be the Devil, and the Devil hath power
" T'afiume a pleafing fhape ; yea, and perhaps,
" Out of my iveaknefs and my melancholy^
tf Abufes me to damn me."

This doubt of the grounds on which our pur-

pofe is founded, is as often the effect, as the

caufe, of irrefolution, which firft hefitates, and

then feeks out an excufe for its hefitation.

It may, perhaps, be doing Sbakcfpeare no in-

juftice to fuppofe, that he fometimes began a

Y 3 play,
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play, without having fixed in his mind, in any
determined manner, the plan or conduct of his

piece. The character of fome principal perfon
of the drama might ftrike his imagination

flrongly in the opening fcenes ; as he went on,

this character would continue to imprefs itfelf

on the conduct as well as the difcourfe of that

perfon, and, it is poffible, might affect the

iituations and incidents, efpecially in thofe ro-

mantic or legendary fubjects, where hiftory did

not confine him to certain unchangeable events.

In the ftory of Amleth^ the fon of Horwonditt%
told by Saxo-Grammaticus, from which the

tragedy of Hamlet is taken, the young prince,

who is to revenge the death of his father, mur-

dered by his uncle Fengo, counterfeits madnefs,

that he may be allowed to remain about the

court in fafety and without fufpicion. He never

forgets his purpofed vengeance, and acts with

much more cunning towards its accomplim-
ment than the Hamlet of Sbakefpeare. But

Sbakefpeare, wifhing to elevate the hero of his

tragedy, and at the fame time to intereft the

audience in his behalf, throws around him,

from the beginning, the majefty of melancholy,

along with that fort of weaknefs and irrefolu-

tion which frequently attends it. The inci-

dent of the Gbofly
which is entirely the poet's

own, and not to be found in the Danifh legend,

not only produces the happieft ftage effect, but

is
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is alfo of the greateft advantage in unfolding

that character which is ftamped on the young

prince at the opening of the play. In the com-

munications of fuch a vifionary being, there is

an uncertain kind of belief, and a dark unlimited

horror, which are aptly fuited to difplay the wa-

vering purpofe and varied emotions of a mind
endowed with a delicacy of feeling, that often

fhakes its fortitude, with fenfibility that over-

powers its ftrength.

z

N 100. SATURDAY, April 22, 1780.

rr^HE view of Hamlefs character, exhibited
* in my laft Number, may, perhaps, ferve

to explain a difficulty which has always occurred

both to the reader and the fpedlator, on per-

ceiving his madnefs, at one time, put on the ap-

pearance, not of fiction, but of reality ; a dif-

ficulty by which fome have been induced to fup-

pofe the diffraction of the prince a ftrange un-

accountable mixture throughout, of real infanity

and counterfeit diforder.

The diftraction of Hamlet
', however, is clearly

affected through the whole play, always fubject

Y 4 to
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to the controul of his reafon, and fubfervient to

the accomplishment of his defigns. At the

grave of Ophelia, indeed, it exhibits fome tem-

porary marks of a real diforder. His mind,

fubject from Nature to all the weaknefs of fen-

fibility, agitated by the incidental misfortune of

Ophelia 's death, amidft the dark and permanent

impreffion of his revenge, is thrown for a while

off its poife, and, in the paroxifm of the mo-

ment, breaks forth into that extravagant rhap-

fody which he utters to Laertes.

Counterfeited madnefs, in a perfon of the

character I have afcribed to Hamlet, could not

be fo uniformly kept up, as not to allow the

reigning impreffions of his mind to fhew them-

felves in the midft of his affected extravagance.
It turned chiefly on his love to Ophelia, which

he meant to hold forth as its great fubject; but

it frequently glanced on the wickednefs of his

uncle, his knowledge of which it was certainly

his bufinefs to conceal.

In two of Shakefpeares tragedies are intro-

duced, at the fame time, inftances of counter-

feit madnefs, and of real diffraction. In both

plays the fame diftinction is obferved, and the

falfe difcriminated from the true, by fimilar ap-

pearances. Lear's imagination conftantly runs

on the ingratitude of his daughters, and the re-

fignation of his crown ; and Ophelia, after (he

has wafted the firfl ebullience of her diffraction

in
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in fome wild and incoherent fentences, fixes on

the death of her father for the fubject of her

fong:

"
They bore him bare-fac'd on the bier

" And will he not come again ?

" And will he not come again ?" &c.

But "Edgar puts on a femblance as oppofite as

may be to his real fituation and his ruling

thoughts. He never ventures on any expreflion,

bordering on the fubjects of a father's cruelty,

or a fon's misfortune. Hamlet, in the fame

manner, were he as firm in mind as Edgar,
would never hint any thing in his affected difor-

der, that might lead to a fufpicion of his having

diicovered the villany of his uncle ; but his

feeling, too powerful for his prudence, often

breaks through that difguife which it feems to

have been his original, and ought to have conti-

nued his invariable purpofe to maintain, till an

opportunity mould prefent itfelf, of accomplifh-

ing the revenge which he meditated.

Of the reality of Hamlet's love, doubts alfo

have been fuggefted. But if that delicacy of

feeling, approaching to weaknefs, for which

I contend, be allowed him, the affected abufe,

which he fuffers at laft to grow into fcurrility,

of his miftrefs, will, I think, be found not in-

confiftent with the truth of his affection for her.

Feeling its real force, and defigning to play the

madman
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madman on that ground, he would naturally

go as far from the reality as pofiible. Had he

not loved her at all, or flightly loved her, he

might have kept up fome appearance of pafiion

amidft his feigned infanity ; but really loving

her, he would have been hurt by fuch a refem-

blance in the counterfeit. We can bear a

downright caricature of our friend much eafier

than an unfavourable likenefs.

It muft be allowed, however, that the mo-
mentous fcenes in which he is afterwards en-

gaged, feem to have fmothered, if not extin-

guifhed, the feelings of his love. His total

forgetfulnefs of Ophelia fo foon after her death,

cannot eafily be juftified. It is vain, indeed,

to attempt juftifying Sbakefpeare in fuch parti-

culars. " Time" fays Dr. Johnfon,
" toiFd

"
after him in vain" He feems often to for-

get its rights, as well in the progrefs of the

paffions, as in the bufmefs of the ftage. That

change of feeling and of refolution which time

only can effect, he brings forth within the limits

of a fingle fcene. Whether love is to be excited,

or refentment allayed, guilt to be made penitent,

or forrow cheerful, the effect is frequently pro-
duced in a fpace hardly fufficient for words to

exprefs it.

It has been remarked, that our great poet

was not fo happy in the delineation of love as of

the other paffions. Were it not treafon againft

the
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the majefty of Sbakefpeare, one might obferve,

that, though he looked with a fort of inftinctive

perception into the recefles of Nature, yet it

was impoffible for him to poflefs a knowledge of

the refinements of delicacy, or to catch in his

pictures the nicer {hades of polifhed manners ;

and, without this knowledge, love can feldom

be introduced on the ftage, but with a degree of

coarfenefs which will offend an audience of good
tafte. This obfervation is not meant to extend

to Sbakefpeare^ tragic fcenes : in fituations of

deep diftrefs, or violent emotion, the manners are

loft in the paffions ; but if we examine his lovers,

in the lighter fcenes of ordinary life, we fhall

generally find them trefpafling againft the rules

of decorum, and the feelings of delicacy.

That gaiety and playfulnefs of deportment
and of converfation, which Hamlet fometimes

not only aflumes, but feems actually difpofed to,

is, I apprehend, no contradiction to the gene-
ral tone of melancholy in his character. That

fort of melancholy which is the moft genuine,

as well as the moft amiable of any, neither arifing

from natural fournefs of temper, nor prompted

by accidental chagrin, but the effect of delicate

fenfibility, imprefTed with a fenfe of forrow, or

a feeling of its own weaknefs, will, I believe,

often be found indulging itfelf in a fportfulnefs

of external behaviour, amid ft the preilure of a

fad, or even the anguifh of a broken heart.

Slighter
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Slighter emotions affect -our ordinary difcourfe ;

but deep diftrefs, fitting in the fecret gloom of

the foul, cafts not its regard on the common oc-

currences of life, but fufFers them to trick them-

felves out in the ufual garb of indifference, or of

gaiety, according to the fafhion of the fociety

around it, or the fituation in which they chance

to arife. The melancholy man feels in himfelf

(if I may be allowed the expreffion) a fort of

double perfon ; one which, covered with the

darknefs of its imagination, looks not forth into

the world, nor takes any concern in vulgar ob-

jects or frivolous purfuits; another, which he

lends, as it were, to ordinary men, which can

accommodate itfelf to their tempers and manners,
and indulge without feeling any degradation
from the indulgence, a fmile with the cheerful,

and a laugh with the giddy.

The converfation of Hamlet with the Grave-

digger feems to me to be perfectly accounted for

under this fuppofition ; and, inftead of feeling

it counteract the tragic effect of the ftory, I

never fee him in that fcene, without receiving,

from his tranfient jefts with the clown before

him, an idea of the deepeft melancholy being
rooted at his heart. The light point of view in

which he places ferious and important things,

marks the power of that great impreffion, which

fwallows up every thing elfe in his mind, which

makes Cajar and Alexander fo indifferent to

him,
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him, that he can trace their remains in the plaf-

ter of a cottage, or the Hopper of a beer-barrel.

It is from the fame turn of mind, which, from

the elevation of its forrow, looks down on the

buftle of ambition, and the pride of fame, that

he breaks forth into the reflection in the fourth

at, on the expedition of Fortinbras.

It is with regret, as well as deference, that

I accufe the judgment of Mr. Garrick, or the

tafte of his audience
;
but I cannot help think-

ing, that the exclufion of the fcene of the

Grave-digger^ in his alteration of the tragedy of

Hamlet^ was not only a needlefs, but an unna-

tural violence done to the work of his favourite

poet.

Shakespeare's genius attended him in all his

extravagancies. In the licence he took of de-

parting from the regularity of the drama, er in

his ignorance of thofe critical rules which might
have reftrained him within it, there is this ad-

vantage, that it gives him an opportunity of

delineating the paffions and affections of the

human mind, as they exift in reality, with all

the various colourings which they receive in

the mixed fcenes of life ; not as they are ac-

commodated by the hands of more artificial

poets, to one great undivided impreflion, or an

uninterrupted chain of congenial events. It

feems therefore prepofterous, to endeavour to

regularize his plays, at the expence of depriving
them
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them of this peculiar excellence, efpecially as

the alteration can only produce a very partial

and limited improvement, and can never bring
his piece* to the ftandard of criticifm, or the

form of the Ariftotelian drama. Within the

bounds of a pleafure-garden, we may be

allowed to fmooth our terraces and trim our

hedge-rows ; but it were equally abfurd as

impracticable, to apply the minute labours of

the roller and the pruning -knife^ to the nobler

irregularity of tracklefs mountains and impene-
trable forefts.

N loi. TUESDAY, April 25, 1780.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

I

SIR,

N books, whether moral or amufing, there

are no paflages more captivating both to

the writer and the reader, than thofe delicate

flrokes of fentimental morality, which refer

our actions to the determination of feeling.

In thefe the poet, the novel writer, and the

eflayift,
have always delighted ; you are not,

therefore,



N 101. T H E M I R R O R. 335

therefore, fmgular, for having dedicated fo much
of the MIRROR to fentiment and fenfibility. I

imagine, however, Sir, there is much danger
in pufhing thefe qualities too far : the rules of

our conduct fhould be founded on a bafis more

folid, if they are to guide us through the vari-

ous fituations of life : but the young enthufiaft

of fentiment and feeling is apt to defpife thofe

leflbns of vulgar virtue and prudence, which

would confine the movements of a foul formed

to regulate itfelf by finer impulfes. I fpeak
from experience, Mr. MIRROR ; with what juf-

tice you fhall judge, when you have heard the

little family-hiftory I am going to relate.

My niece, Emilia , was left to my
care by a brother whom I dearly loved, when

fhe was a girl of about ten years old. The

beauty of her countenance, and the elegance of

her figure, had already attracted univerfal no-

tice ;
as her mind opened, it was found not lefs

.worthy of admiration. To the fweeteft natural

difpofition, fhe united uncommon powers both

of genius and of underftanding : thefe I fpared

no pains to cultivate and improve ; and I think

I fo far fucceeded, that, in her eighteenth year,

Emilia was inferior to few women of her age,

either in perfonal attractions or in accomplim-
ments of the mind. My fond hopes (for (he

was a daughter to me, Mr. MIRROR) looked

now for the reward of my labour, and I pic-
tured
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tured her future life as full of happinefs as of

virtue.

One feature of her mind was ftrongly predo-
minant; a certain delicacy and fmenefs of

feeling which me had inherited from Nature,
and which her earlieft reading had tended to

encourage and increafe. To this ftaridard me
was apt to bring both her own adions and the

actions of others ; and allowed more to its

effects, both in praife and blame, than was

confiftent with either juftice or expediency. I

ibmetimes endeavoured gently to combat thefe

notions. She was not always logical, but me
was always eloquent in their defence; and I

found her more confirmed on their fide, the

more I obliged her to be their advocate. I

preferred, therefore, being filent on the fubject,

trufting that a little more experience and know-

ledge of the world would neceffarily weaken

their influence.

At her age, and with her feelings, it is ne-

ceflary to have a friend : Emilia had found one

at a very early period. Harriet S was the

daughter of a neighbour of my brother's, a few

years older than my niece. Several branches

of their education the two young ladies had

received together ;
in thefe the fuperiority lay

much on the fide of Emilia. Harriet was no

wife remarkable for fmenefs of genius or quick-

nefs of parts ;
but though her acquirements

were
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were moderate, he knew bow to manage them,

to advantage ; and there was often a certain

avowal of her inferiority, which conciliated af-

feftion the more, as it did not claim admira-

tion. Her manners were foft and winning, like

thofe of Emilia, her fentiments as delicate and

exalted
; there feemed, however, lefs of nature

in both.

Emilias attachment to this young lady I

found every day increafe, till, at laft, it fo

totally engrofled her as rather to difpleaie me.

When together, their attention was confined

almoft entirely to each other
;

or what polite-

nefs forced them to beftow upon others, they
confidered as a tax which it was fair to elude

as much as poflible. The world, a term which

they applied indifcriminately to almoft every one

but themfelves, they feemed to feel as mucli

pride as happinefs in being fecluded from
; and

its laws of prudence and propriety, they held

the invention of cold and felfifh minds, infen-

fible of the delights of feeling, of fentiment, and

of friendfhip. Thefe ideas were, I believe,

much ftrengthened by a correfpondence that oc-

cupied moft of the hours (not many indeed) in

which they were feparated. Againft this I ven-

tured to remonftrate in a jocular manner, with

Emilia ; (he anfwered me in a ftrain fo ferious,

as convinced me of the danger of fo romantic

an attachment. Our difcourfe on the fubjeft

VOL. u. z grew
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grew infenfibly warm : Emilia at laft burft into

tears ;
and I apologized for having, I knew not

how, offended her. From that day forth,

though I continued her advifer, I found I had

ceafed to be her friend.

That office "was now Harriet's alone
;
the tie

only wanted fome difficulty to rivet it clofer,

fome fecre,t to be intruded with, fome diftrefs

to allevia.ce. Of this an opportunity foon after

prefented itfelf. Harriet became enamoured of

a young gentleman of the name of Mar/ow, an

officer of dragoons who had come to the coun-

try on a viiit to her brother, with whom he had

been acquainted at college. As me inherited

feveral thoufand pounds, independent of her

expectations from her father, fuch a match was

a very favourable one for a young man who

poflefled no revenue but his commiffion. But,

for that very reafon, the confent of the young

lady's relations was not to be looked for. After

fome time, therefore, of fecret and ardent at-

tachment, of which my niece was the confi-

dent, the young folks married without it, and

trufted to the common relentings of parental af-

fecTion, to forgive a fault which could not be

remedied. But the father of Harriet remained

quite inexorable : nor was his refentment foft-

ened even by her hufband's leaving the army ;

a ftep which, it was hoped, might have miti-

gated his anger, as he had often declared it

principally
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principally to arife from his daughter's marry-

ing a foldier.

After fome fruitlefs attempts to reinftate them-

felves in the old gentleman's affections, they
took up their refidence in a provincial town, in

a diftant part of the kingdom ; where, as Har-
riet defcribed their fituation to Emilia, they
found every wifh gratified in the increafing ten-

dernefs of one another. Emilia, foon after,

went to fee them in their new abode : her de-

fcription of their happinefs, on her return, was

warm to a degree of rapture. Her vifit was

repeated on occafion of Harriett lying-in of

her firft child. This incident was a new fource

of delight to Emilias friends, and of pleafure

to her in their fociety. Harriet, whofe reco-

very was flow, eafily prevailed on her to ftay

till it was completed. She became a member

of the family, and it was not without much re-

gret, on both fides, that me left, at the end of

fix months, a houfe from which, as me told

me, the world was fecluded, where fentiment

regulated the conduct, and happinefs rewarded

it. All this while I was not without alarm,

and could not conceal my uneafmefs from Emilia-,

I reprefented the fituation in which her friend

flood, whom prudent people muft confider as

having, at leaft, made a bold ftep, if not a

blamable one. I was anfwered rather angrily,

by a warm remonftrance againft the inhumanity
z 2 of
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of parents, the unfeelingnefs of age, and the in-

juftice of the world.

That happinefs, which my niece had de-

fcribed as the inmate of Harriets family, was

not of long duration. Her hufband, tired of

the inactive fcene into which his marriage had

caft him, grew firft difcontented at home, and

then fought for that pleafure abroad which his

own houfe could not afford him. His wife felt

this change warmly, and could not reftrain her-

felf from expreffing her feelings. Her com-

plaints grew into reproaches, and rivetted her

hufband's diflike to her fociety, and his relifh

for the fociety of others. Emilia was, as ufual,

the confident of her friend's diftrefs ; it was

now increafed to a lingering illnefs, which had

fucceeded the birth of her fecond girl. After

informing me of thofe difagreeable circumftances

in which her Harriet was fituated, Emilia told

me fhe had formed the refolution of partici-

pating, at leaft, if me could not alleviate, her

friend's diftrefs, by going diredly to refide in

her houfe. Though I had now loft the affec-

tions of my niece, ihe had not yet forced me
into indifference for her. Againft this propofal

I remonftrated in the ftrongeft manner. You
will eafily guefs my arguments; but Emilia

would not allow them any force. In vain I

urged the ties of duty, of prudence, and of

chara&er. They only produced an eulogium
on
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on generofity, on friendfhip, and on fentiment.

I could not fo far command my temper as to

forbear fome obfervations, which my niece in-

terpreted into reflections upon her Harriet. She

grew warm on the fubject; my affection for

her would not fuffer me to be cool. At laft,

in the enthufiafm of her friendfhip, fhe told

me I had cancelled every bond of relationfhip
between us

;
that fhe would inftantly leave my

houfe, and return to it no more. She left it

accordingly, and fet out for Harriet's that very

evening.

There, as I learned, fhe found that lady in

a fituation truly deplorable : her health de-

clined, her hufband cruel, and the fortune

fhe had brought him wafted among his com-

panions at the tavern and the gaming-table.
The laft calamity the fortune of Emilia en-

abled her to relieve
;
but the two firft fhe could

not cure, and her friend was faft finking under

them. She was at laft feized with a diforder

which her weak frame was unable to refift,

and which, her phyficians informed Emilia^

would foon put a period to her life. This in-

telligence fhe communicated to the hufband in

a manner fuited to wring his heart for the

treatment he had given his wife. In effect,

Marlow was touched with that remorfe which

the confequences of profligate folly will fome-

times produce in men more weak than wicked.

Z He
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He too had been in ufe to talk of feeling and

of fentiment. He was willing to be impelled

by the paflions, though not reftrained by the

principles of virtue, and to tafte the pleafures of

vice, while he thought he abhorred its depra-

vity. His converfion was now as violent as fud-

den. Emilia believed it fmcere, becaufe con-

fidence was natural to her, and the effects of fud-

den emotion her favourite fyftem. By her

means a thorough re-union took place between

Mr. and Mrs. Marlow ; and the fhort while the

latter furvived, was paffed in that luxury of re-

concilement, which more than reinftates the in-

jurer in our affection. Harriet died in the arms

of her hufband ; and, by a folemn adjuration,

left to Emilia the comfort of him, and the care

of her children.

There is in the communion of forrow one of.

the ftrongeft of all connections ; and the charge
which Emilia had received from her dying
friend of her daughters, neceffarily produced the

freeft and moft frequent intercourfe with their

father. Debts, which his former courfe of life

had obliged him to contract, he was unable to

pay ;
and the demands of his creditors were the

more peremptory, as, by the death of his wife,

the hopes of any pecuniary affiftance from her

father were cut off. In the extremity of this

diftrefs, he communicated it to Emilia. Her

generofity relieved him from the embarraffment,

and



N 101. THE MIRROR. 343

and gave him that farther tie which is formed

by the gratitude of thofe we oblige. Mean-

while, from the exertions of that generofity, fhe

fuffered confiderable inconvenience. The world

was loud, and fometimes fcurrilous, in its cen-

fure of her conduct. I tried once more, by a

letter written with all the art I was mafter of,

to recal her from the labyrinth in which this

falfe fort of virtue had involved her. My en-

deavours were vain. I found ihatfentimenf, like

religion, had its fuperftition, and its martyr-
dom. Every hardfhip fhe fuffered me accounted

a trial, every cenfure fhe endured fhe confidered

as a teftimony of her virtue. At laft, my
poor deluded niece was fo entangled in the

toils which her own imagination, and the art

of MarloiVy had fpread for her, that fhe gave
to the dying charge of Harriet the romantic in-

terpretation of becoming the wife of her wi-

dower, and the mother of her children. My
heart bleeds, Mr. MIRROR, while I forefee

the confequences ! She will be wretched, with

feelings ill-accommodated to her wretched-

nefs. Her fenfibility will aggravate that ruin

to which it has led her, and the world will

not even afford their pity to diftrefles, which

fhe prudent may blame, and the felfifh may
deride.

Let me warn at leaft where I cannot remedy.
Tell your readers this ftory, Sir. Tell them,

z 4 there
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there are bounds beyond which virtuous feelings

ceaie to be virtue ; that the decifions of fenti-

ment are fubjedt to the controul of prudence,
and the ties of friendftiip fubordinate to the obli-

gations of duty.

I am, &c.

LEONTIUS.

N 102. SATURDAY, April 29, 1780.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,

T7OU have already obferved how difficult it

is to reduce the fcience of manners to

general denominations, and have fhewn how
liable to mifapplication are fome of the terms

which are ufed in it. To your inftances of

men offajhion and good company-, you will give
me leave to add another, of which, I think,

the perverfion is neither lefs common nor lefs

dangerous : I mean the term applied to a certain

fpecies of character, which we diftinguifh by the

appellation of a man offpirit.
Lord Chefterfield fays fomewhere, that, to

fpeak and acl; with fpirit, is to fpeak rudely,

and



N 102. THE MIRROR. 345

and ad: foolifhly : and his Lordfhip's definition

is frequently right. 'At the fame time, SPIRIT

may be, and certainly is, often applied to that

line of conduct and fentiment that deferves it :

A perfon of virtue, dignity, and prudence, is,

with much propriety, denominated a " MAN OF
*' SPIRIT ;" but, by the abufe I complain of,
" man of fpirit" is, for the moft part, very diffe-

rently applied.

In the various departments of bufmefs, the

term Jpirit is frequently applied to unprofitable

projects and vifionary fpeculations. Let a man
be bold enough to rilk his own fortune, and

the fortunes of other people, upon fchemes

brilliant but improbable ; let him go on, fan-

guine amidft repeated lofles, and dreaming of

wealth till he wakes in bankruptcy ; and it is ten

to one that, after he fails, the world will give a

fort of fame to his folly, and hold him up to fu-

ture truft and patronage, under the title of an

unfortunate man offpirit.
But thefe are not the moft glaring inftances

of the monftrous perverfion of this character;

the airy adventurer, or the magnificent but

ruined projector, may both be men of fpirit,

though it is not fpirit, but want of judgment,
and vifionary impetuofity, that have procured

them the character. They may, however, po-
fefs that dignity and independence of mind

in which alone true fpirit confifts, and may have

been
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been ruined by whim and want of forefight,

not want of fpirit. But there is one fet of

men on whom the appellation is beftowed,

whofe conduit, for the moft part, is, in every

article, the reverfe of dignity or fpirit, and per-

fectly inconfiftent with it.

The men I mean are thofe, who, by a train

of intemperance and profufion, run out their

fortunes, and reduce themfelves to mifery.

Such men are common, and will be fo, while

vice, folly, and want of forefight, prevail

among mankind. They have been frequently

ridiculed and expofed by the ableft pens : and

it is not the character itfelf that falls under my
obfervation; it is the unaccountable abfurdity

of beftowing upon fuch characters the appella-

tion of " men of fpirit ;" which they uniformly

acquire, whether the fortune they have fquan-
dered is new, or has been handed down to them

through a long line of anceftors.

The mifapplication of the term is fo com-

pletely ridiculous, as to be beneath contempt,
were it not for the mifchief that I am con-

vinced has been occafioned by it. Youths en-

tering on the ftage of life are catched with the

engaging appellation,
"

a man of fpirit:" they
become ambitious of acquiring that epithet ;

and perceiving it to be moft generally beftowed

on fuch men as I have defcribed, they look up
to them as patterns of life and manners, and

3
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begin to ape them at an age which thinks only
of enjoyment, and defpifes confequences ; nay,
if they fhould look forward, and view the
" man of fpirit" reduced, by his own profufion,

to the moft abject ftate of fervile dependence,

it does not mend the matter. In the voice of

the world he is
" a man of fpirit ftill." It is

faid, that the eafy engaging manners of Captain

Macheath have induced many young men to

go on the highway. I am convinced the cha-

racter of " a man of fpirit" tempts many a

young man to enter on a courfe of intempe-
rance and prodigality, that moft frequently ends

in defperate circumftances and a broken confti-

tution.

This perverfion is the more provoking, that,

of all human characters, the intemperate pro-

digal is, in every feature and every ftage, the

moft diametrically oppofite to a man of fpirit.

TICMQfpirit is founded on a love and defire of

independence^ and the two are fo blended toge-

ther, that it is impoflible, even in idea, to fe-

parate them. But the intemperate prodigal is

the moft dependent of all human beings.

He depends on others for amufement and com-

pany ; and, however fafhionable he may be in

the beginning, his decline in the article of

companions is certain and rapid. In the courfe

of his profufion, he becomes dependent on

others for the means of fupporting it ; and

when
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when his race of prodigality is run, he fuffers

a miferable dependence for the fupport even of

that wretched life to which it has reduced him.

After all, the world calls him a " man of fpi-
"

rit," when he is really in a ftate of fervile

indigence, with a broken conftitution, without

fpirit, and without the power of exerting it;

with the additional reflection of having himfelf

been the caufe of his diftrefles.

Nor is it only in the affirmative ufe of the

term that I have to complain of its perverfion ;

the fame injuftice takes place when it is applied

in the negative. Calling an intemperate and

ruined prodigal a " MAN OF SPIRIT," may
proceed fometimes from pity ; but, when you
hear a man of moderation and virtue, efpecially

if he happen alfo to be opulent, blamed as

*'
wantingfpirit" the accufation is generally the

child of detraction and malignity. I do not

apply my obfervation to the avaricious and nig-

gardly, to men whofe purfes are (hut againft

their friends, and whofe doors are barred againft

every body; fuch men certainly want fpirit,

and are, for the moft part, defective in every

virtue ;
but I am afraid that it often happens

that a perfon, benevolent to his friends, hofpi-

table to the deferving, kind to his fervants, and

indulgent to his children, is blamed as
" ivant-

" m fpirtt
"

f r no reafon but becaufe he is

proof againft the abfurdities of falhion and va-

nity,
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nity, becaufe he guards againft the tricks of the

defigning, defpifes the opinions and difappro-

bation of the foolifh, and perfifts in that train

of moderate oeconomy, which he knows is beft

fuited to his fortune and rational views.

Inftead of wanting
"
fpirit" fuch a cha-

racter is the true idea of " a man of fpirit."

In every part of his manners and conduct, he

pafles through life with an uniform fteadinefs

and dignity. His moderation fecures his in-

dependence, and his attention fupplies the means

of hofpitality and benevolence. While the pro-

digal is running his feverous and diftempered

courfe, the man of moderation and virtue pro-

ceeds in a train of quiet contentment and re-

fpedtable induftry; and, at the end of their

race, when the prodigal, with a mattered con-

ftitution, without fortune, and without friends,

is in abfolute want, or, at beft, become the

mean flatterer of fome infolent minion of wealth

or power ; the man of moderation and virtue,

feeling his independence without pride, is happy
in himfelf, ufeful to his family and friends, and

beneficent to mankind, contributing, perhaps,

from charity, not refpedt, his afliftance to that

very decayed prodigal who had frequently cha-

racterifed him as a man of no fpirit.

But it was not my purpofe to delineate at

length the character of a real
" man of fpirit."

-I propofed only to explode a very abfurd and

mif-
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mifchievous abufe of an epithet that too gene-

rally prevails. I ftiall therefore conclude, with

afluring thofe who are ambitious of being
" men of fpirit," by putting on the life and

manners of an intemperate prodigal, that, though

they may attain the character, and even preferve
it after their fortunes are fpent, and their con-

ftitutions broken ; yet they will be " men of
*'

fpirit" only nominally, and in the mouths of

the world
;
in reality, and in their hearts they

will be the meaneft as well as the moft unhappy
of mankind, lingering out a ufelefs and con-

temptible life, on which intemperance has en-

tailed difeafe, and extravagance and profufion

inflicted poverty and dependence.

I am, &c.

MODERATUS.

My correfpondent has confined his obferva-

tions to one half of the world, and remarked

the abufe of the term fpirit^ when applied to

the men only. Might he not have extended his

remarks a little farther, and traced the applica-

tion of the phrafe to the conduct and beha-

viour of the other fex ? Perhaps, indeed, the

character is not fo univerfally in repute, as to

come within the line* of Moderatus's complaint ;

but
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have been at any period of which my predecef-

fors, who are a fort of chroniclers of manners

and fafhions, have preferved the hiftory.

In London, to which place we are always to

look for the
"

Glafs offajhlon" the ladies, not

fatisfied with fhewing their fpirit in the bold

look, the mafculine air, and the manly garb,

have made inroads into a province from which

they were formerly confidered as abfolutely ex-

cluded ;
I mean that of public oratory. Half

a dozen focieties have fiarted up this winter, in

which female fpeakers exercife their powers of

elocution before numerous audiences, and can-

vafs all manner of fubjects with the freedom

and fpirit of the boldeft male orators. We, in

Edinburgh, have not yet attempted to rival the

polite people of the metropolis in this refpe& :

fome of our ladies, however, do all they can to

put us on a footing with them. There is fel-

dom a crowded play, or a full concert, at which

fome of our public fpeakers do not exert them-

felves with a moft laudable fpirit to drown the

declamation of the ftage, or the mufic of the

orcheftra.

Nor is the ambition of thofe fpirited ladies

fatisfied with fpeaking in public, and carrying

off the attention of the audience from the voice

of the a&or, or the tones of the mufician. The

public eye, as well as ear, is to be commanded j

and,
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and, in the fide-box of the theatre, or the

front-bench of the concert-room, there is often

fuch a collection of beauty, animated with fo

tsmchjpirit of exhibition^ that it is impoffible the

male part of the company fhould look at the

fcene, or think of the mufic. One of my pre-

deceflbrs has mentioned the art which the ladies

of his day ufed in the unfurling of their fans,
fo as to difplay certain little Cupids and Venufes

which lurked in their folds. Had he feen fome

of our ladies in the attitudes which modern^)/-'
rlt has taught them to dfume fuch unfurlings

and unfoldings ! his Venufes and Cupids were

mere ice and fnow to them.

It is but juftice to thofe ladies to remark, that

this part of their behaviour feems calculated

merely to {hew their accomplifhment in fafhion-

able freedom of manner, without any motive of

an interefted or felrifh kind. They are con-

tented with the reputation of eafe and fpirit,

without procuring much indulgence from the

one, or licence from the other. I have fome-

times, however, been inclined to think, that

there was a degree of unfairnefs in this, and to

doubt, if a lady was entitled thus to hang out

falfe colours, and to be in reality innocent and

harmlefs, while fhe was quite a different fort of

creature in appearance. I could not help allow-

ing fome juftice in the complaint of a girl,

whom I overheard fome weeks ago, in the paf-

fage
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fage from the upper boxes, thus addrefling her

companion :

" Did you obferve that pert, gig-
"

ling, naked thing in the ftage-box? There's
" not a man in the houfe fhe cares a farthing
"

for; and yet fhe has the aflurance to look
"

like one of us.'*

N 103. TUESDAY, May 2, 1780.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,

OM my earlieft infancy I have been re-

markable for good humour, and a gentle,

complying, inoffenfive difpofition ; qualities

which, I am told, I inherit of my father, the

late Mr. Paul Softly',
an eminent linen-draper.

Though I myfelf foon recover any difappoint-

ment or contradiction I meet with
; yet fo ten-

der is my regard to the feelings of others, that

I am led fomehow, constitutionally, and al-

moft againft my reafon, to comply with their

requefts, humour them in their foibles, and ac-

quiefce in their opinions. I cannot bear, Mr.

MIRROR, it hurts me more than you can ima-

VOL. ii, A A gine,
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gine, to difappoint the hopes, or withftand the

felicitation of any human being whatever. There

is a fturdy, idle, impudent, merry-looking dog
of a failor, with a wooden leg, ftationed at the

corner of the ftreet where I live, who, I do be-

lieve, has eftablifhed himfelf as a penfioner upon
me for life, by the earneftnefs of his tones, and

his conftant prayers to heaven for bleffings on

my goodnefs. Often and often have I been en-

gaged in midnight riots, though fond of peace

and good neighbourhood ; 'and frequently,

though I abhor wine, have I been betrayed into

intoxication, from a want of power to refift the

hofpitable importunity of my landlord preff-

ing me to fill a bumper.

From this I would not have you imagine that

I am devoid of refolution, or a will of my own.

On the contrary, I do aflure you, that, upon

extraordinary occafions, and when it is necef-

fary, I can refift and refent too. Nay, my wife

(if you will believe her) frequently complains
of my obftinacy and perverfenefs j and declares,

that, of all the men me ever knew, Simon Softly

(for that is my name) is the leaft fenfible of

indulgence. However, Sir, as for my wife,

confidering that I married her, not fo much
from any perfonal regard, as in order to pleafe

her worthy family, who had ferved me, though
I dare fay without any expectation of reward,

I thank God I lead a pretty tolerable fort of life

with
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with her. Upon the whole, Sir, this difpofi-

tion of mine has always appeared to me more

amiable as well as convenient, than that named
firm and decifive, which, I confefs to you, I

fufpect is at the bottom nothing elfe bu{ conceit

and ill-humour. Upon one occafion in my life,

however (I think it is the very firft), which

I am going to lay before you, I muft own
that it has given me a good deal of ferious dif-

turbance.

About fix months ago I fucceeded, by the

death of an uncle, to a land-eftate of 100

a-year, which, unfortunately, lies contiguous to

that of the greateft proprietor in the country.

Along with it I inherited a law-fuit, kept alive

by various means ever fince the year thirty-

three. The fubject of it was a fourth part of

the eftate, which, though it had long been pof-

fefled by my predeceflbrs, as part of the farm

of Oxentown^ Sir Ralph Holdencourt^ our ad-

verfary and neighbour above mentioned, con-

tended muft belong to him, as included in his

charters of the barony of Acredale. But, before

I go on, I muft make you acquainted with Sir

Ralph. He is defcended from one of the oldeft

and moft choleric families in the kingdom. The
ftem of it, as appears from the tree drawn by
the hand of his great grandfather, Sir Euflace^

was a Norman baron, who came over with the

Conqueror, One of his pofterity intermarried

A A 2 Avith
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with a Welfh heirefs ; they were driven out of

England for fome act of rebellion, and fmce

their fettlement in the north, their hlood has

been further heightened by alliance with the fa-

mily of a Scots Peer and a Highland Chieftain.

Their jealous pride, and the fuddennefs of their

paffion, have all along borne ample teftimony to

the purity of their lineage. Sir Euftace himfelf

fought four duels, and was twice run through
the body. In Sir Ralph\ veins, this fpirit,

though fomewhat mitigated by his father's mar-

riage with one, who, as it is whifpered, had

once ferved him in the capacity of dairy-maid,

is far from being extinct. In his youth, he

experienced the vengeance of the law, for beat-

ing a merchant of the fame furname, who, with-

out juft title, claimed kindred with him, and

aflumed the arms of his family. I have heard

too, that he himfelf was once foundly peppered

by a gentleman of fmall fortune, whofe gun Sir

Ralph had attempted to feize upon his own

ground, under pretence of his being unqualified

to carry one. Though now old, he is flill

noted for his tenacious adherence to all his pre-

tenfions, the ceremonious politenefs with which

he receives the great gentry, and his fupercilious

treatment of all thofe who are not intitled to

that name. But to go on with my ftory.

Soon after my fucceffion, being on a vifit to

another neighbour, Mr. B.j I found him with

his



N* 103. T H E M I R R O R. 357

his wife preparing to depart, in great form, for

the feat of my adverfary, to whom they are an-

nually in ufe of paying their refpecls. Being

ignorant of my fituatiori, they prefled me much
to accompany them ; and I, defirous to pleafe

them, Sir, and not knowing how to excufe my-
felf, at the fame time thinking it unreafonable

that I fhould be at enmity with a man whom I

did not know, merely becaufe we were at law

together, was prevailed on to comply.

In a long avenue of lofty elms, terminated at

one end by a large iron gate, at the top of

which the family arms are worked, and at the

other, by the manfion-houfe, a large old-fa-

{hioned building, with a moat and turrets, we
overtook the Knight himfelf returning from a

ride. He feemed to be about fixty, but re-

tained a robuft make and florid complexion.
He was feated on a fuperb faddle, with holfters,

and a houfmg of fur: he rode a long-tailed

horfe, which had once been grey, but had now
become white with age ;

and was attended, at

a due diftance, by a fedate elderly looking fer-

vant, in an ample livery furtout, mounted on a

black dock-tailed coach-nag. No fooner had he

perceived us, than he . pufhed on at a gallop,

that he might be ready to prefent himfelf upon
the platform of a large outer ftone ftair, to pay
his compliments upon our arrival. I was in-

troduced to him as his new neighbour Mr. Softly:

A A 3 but
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but the moment the name reached his ears, the

blood rufhed into his face, and eyeing me with

a look of indignation, he turned upon his heel,

and left me. At this I was a good deal nettled

(for I do not want fpirit), and wimed to retire :

but, perceiving that my horfe had been led into

the ftable, and that I muft pafs through a crowd

of fervants who were laughing at my reception,

I thought it might be juft as good to go on, and

fo followed them into the great hall. This was

a large room, wainfcotted with oak, and deco-

rated with fome portraits, a map of the eftate,

a tree of the family defcent, befide a fpear and

a crofs-bow, which had been borne, I fuppofe,

by fome of the Knight's progenitors. Here we

were received by Mifs Primrofe Holdencourt^ his

fifter, a maiden lady of fifty-five, who, ever

fince the death of his wife, has done the ho-

nours of his table. To her I made a profound

bow, of which fhe took no notice, unlefs by

bridling up her head, and toffing a look of dif-

dain at me.

Our prefent company, befides the perfons al-

ready mentioned, confifted of the Knight's agent

or attorney, and the parfon of the parilh. The

two latter, who, for fome reafon or other, had

all along kept (landing together by one of the

windows near the door, were banifhed, upon
the appearance of dinner, to a bye-table in a

corner of the room, where I likewife, finding

no
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no place unoccupied at the other table, was

obliged to take my feat. But, for this difgrace,

I was foon comforted by the good-humour and

facetioufnefs of the attorney (who feemed to take

a liking for me), as well as by fome excellent

ale, in which we both, along with the parfon,

participated pretty liberally. We had no com-
munication with the other table, unlefs by an

overture of mine towards a reconciliation with

Mifs Prlmrofe^ by drinking her health, which

met with a very ungracious reception. We
had, however, no great caufe to envy their con-

verfation, as it confifted chiefly of fome anno-

tations by her upon the table-linen, in which

the heads of the twelve apoftles, and fome wor-

thies of the family, were woven
; beiides a hif-

tory from the Knight, of fome exploits per-

formed by the latter. Dinner being removed,
and the ladies retiring along with it, the other

table was naturally compelled to an union with

ours
; which, however, did not take place with-

out ftrong marks of repugnance on the part of

the Knight. Thefe became ftiil more and more

manifeft, as the liquor elevated his pride : he

pumed the bottle paft me, neglected to require

my toaft, and every now arid then eyed me over

his moulder, with a look of the utmoft jealoufy

and averfion. I did not value the looks of him

or any other man a farthing ;
fo I kept my feat

manfully. In a fhort time, my friend Mr. B.

A A 4 having,
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having, for fome purpofe or other, left the room,
the attorney, with an appearance of great candour

and cordiality, enquired of me, whether that un-

happy conteft relative to the farm of Oxentown

were drawing to an iffue ?
"
Nothing that depends

" on my 'willfor that purpofe JJjall be wantingJ
y

anfwered I.
" You allow, then" immediately in-

terpofed the Knight,
" that the lands ofHarrow

"
Jieldmakepart ofmy barony ofAcredale: you are

" at lajl becomefenfible ofthejujtice ofmy claims"
" Iamglad of it, heartily glad ofit" rejoined the

attorney ;

"
but, indeed, it is impojjible to doubt of

"
it,for" and here he began a long diflertation,

fo full of law-terms and bad Latin, that I did not

underftand a word on't, which he finifhed with,
" From all 'which, it is luce clarius, that the lands

"
belong to Sir Ralph"

"
Moft a/uredly" echoed

the parfon.
" Andwhen, my dear Sir, doyou mean

"
to renounceyour claim?" refumed the attorney.

All this, Mr. MIRROR, paffed with fo much ra-

pidity, that I had no time for recollection or re-

ply. Nothing could be farther from my inten-

tion, than totally to furrender my claim
; an

amicable accommodation was all that I meant to

hint at. But what could I do, Mr. MIRROR ?

My friend, who might have fupported me, had

left the room ;
I had no anfwer ready to the at-

torney's argument ; the whole company con-

curred in regarding my claim as grpundlefs j my
meaning had been mifunderftood, and an expla-

nation,
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nation, befides expofing me to their refentment,

(but that I did not value a ftraw,) would have

fubje&ed me to the fufpicion of infmcerity and

looie dealing. Still, however, I was loth thus to

play away fo considerable a part of my inherit-

ance. After hefitating a little while, awkward
and embarrafled between thefe oppofite motives,
I did at laft refolve to undeceive them, and had

actually begun to meditate an addrefs for that

purpofe, which, I do believe, I mould have deli-

vered, when the attorney, flapping me on the

fhoulder with one hand, and ftretching out the

other to me, with an air of the greateft cordiality,

cut me mort,
" What fay youy Mr. Softly f fafl

" bind fqft find; what fay you to finijking the
" matter immediately ?" This propofai being

quite unexpected, utterly difconcerted me. Be-

tween furprife, embarraflment, and the defire of

relieving myfelf by a decifion one way or other,

feeing them, at the fame time, full of expectation,

I haftily, almoft without knowing what I did,

took him by the hand, and anfwered,
"

Sir, with
"

all my heart" In mort, Mr. MIRROR, paper,

pen, and ink were called for, and a deed drawn

out, which I inftantly executed. The Knight,

immediately after, coming up to me, fhook me

J3y the hand, and commanding a bumper to my
health, defired and infifted to fee me often at

Cajlk Holdencourt.

Being
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Being naturally of an eafy temper, and feeing
that the matter could not be mended, touched at

the fame time with the fatisfa&ion it had dif-

fufed, I foon, in fome degree, regained my good
humour. More wine was called for repeatedly ;

and next morning I found myfelf at my friend

Mr. B.'s houfe, without knowing how or when
I had been tranfported to it.

Upon ferious deliberation, however, and after;

fome converfation upon the fubjeft with my
wife, I am really vexed and difpirited with this

affair. In 'making application to you, I have

three views; the firft merely to difburden my
mind by telling the ftory (I fear it is a dull and

tedious one) ;
the fecond, to learn from any of

your readers who is at the bar, whether my faci-

lity be a ground for reducing my confent ? the

third, to warn perfons of a fimilar difpofition

from going into company with their adverfaries

in a law-fuit.

I am, Sir, yours, &c.

SIMON SOFTLY.

As I fmcerely fympathife with Mr. Softly in

his diftrefs, I have publifhed his letter for the

firft purpofe mentioned in its conclufion, to dif-

burden
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burden his mind of the ftory. As to the fecond,

I am afraid I can be of little ufe to him, as a law

opinion delivered through the channel of the

MIRROR, would be deftitute of fome of the

pre-requifites, without which it would be dan-

gerous to rely on it as the ground of legal pro-

ceeding. The third, which is a very difiri-

terefted motive, is, I believe, more charitable in

Hm, than it will be ufeful to his readers. There

is, I fancy, very little occafion for warning peo-

ple againft going into the company of thofe

with whom they are at law, left they mould be

furprifed into improper conceffions ;
I have ge-

nerally obferved, that being in company with

an adverfary in a law-fuit, has a greater ten-

dency to make a man tenacious of his rights,

than to difpofe him to relinquifli them.

N 104. SATURDAY, May 6, 1780.

I
T has been remarked, that the country-life

prevails more in Great Britain than in any

civilized nation in Europe. However true this

obfervation may be in the general, there is one

fet of men among us, to whom, in the prefent

times,
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times, it will by no means apply : I mean our

great nobles and men of high fortune. It is

indeed vain to expert, that perfons in that rank

of life fhould be able to withftand the attractions

of a court, and the fedudions of a luxurious

capital.

It is, neverthelefs, a melancholy circum-

ftance, in travelling through this ifland, to find

fo many noble palaces deferted by their illuftri-

ous owners, even in that feafon of the year

when, to every man of tafte, the country muft

afford true pleafure. How mortifying is it to

hear a great man tell you, that he cannot af-

ford to live at his country-feat, and to fee him,

after paffing a winter in London, and lofing

.thoufands in a week, reduced to the neceffity of

murdering the fummer, by lounging from wa-

tering-place to watering-place, or retiring with

two or three humble friends to a villa in the

environs of London, inftead of living with a be-

coming dignity in the manfion of his anceftors !

To fuch men I would beg leave to recommend

the advice of King James I. who, as Lord Ba-

con tells us,
" was Wont to be very earneft with

44 the country gentlemen to go from London to

4t their country-feats ;
and fometimes would fay

" to them, Gentlemen, at London you are like

Jhips -in the fea, which fiew like nothing ; but

in your country-villages, you are like Jhips in a

river^
which look like great things"

I do

tt
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I do not mean, however, to fay, that a

great man fhould live always in the country.

The duties of his ftation, and the rank he holds

in fociety, require, that he fhould pafs part of

the year in the capital ; and, independent of

thofe confiderations, I believe it will be allowed,

that a man of high rank, who has pafled his

whole life immured within the walls of his own

chateau^ and conftantly furrounded by a circle

who look up to him, is, of all mortals, the moft

infup{>ortable.

Nay, I will go farther: I am difpofed to be-

lieve, that it is an improper and a hurtful
thing^

even for a private gentleman of moderate for-

tune, to retire from the wr

orld, and betake him-

felf altogether to a country-life.

A remarkable inftance of the bad confe-

quences of abandoning fociety, I lately met

with -in a vifit I had occafion to pay to a gentle-

man with whom I had become acquainted at

college, and whofe real name I mall conceal

under that of Acafto. Soon after he quitted the

univerfity, where he had been diftinguimed by
an ardent love of literature, Acajlo retired to his

eftate in the country, which, though not great,

was fully fufficient for all his wants. There he

had refided ever fince ; and, either from incli-

nation or indolence, had remained a bachelor.

I had not feen him for many years. Time had

made fome alteration on his figure : but that

was
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was little, when compared with the change I

found in him in all other refpeds. In his drefs

and manners he was indeed completely rufti-

cated
; and, by living much alone, he had con-

traded an indifference to that decorum, and to

thofe little attentions, without which no man
can be agreeable in fociety. The day I arrived

at his houfe, I found him fauntering in his gar-

den, waiting a call to dinner, drefled in an old

coat, which had once been black, a flouched hat

of the fame complexion, with a long pole in his

hand, and with a beard that did not appear to

have felt a razor for many days.

After a hearty welcome, he carried me in to

dinner. In his converfation, I found as great

a change as in his outward appearance and de-

portment. From living in a narrow circle, he

had contraded a peculiarity in his notions,

which fometimes amufed from its oddity ; and,

from converfmg chiefly with perfons rather of

an inferior ftation to himfelf, he had become as

tenacious of his opinions, as if they had been

felf-evident truths, and as impatient of contra-

diction, as if to differ from him had been a

crime.

From the fame caufes, the verieft trifle, par-

ticularly if it concerned himfelf, had become

to him an objed: of importance. A country-

gentleman he confidered as the moft refpedable

character in. nature j
and he talked as if honour,

truth,
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truth, and fmcerity, were confined to them

alone. Every man who lived in the world, he

confidered as a villain ;
and every woman who

patted much of her time in town, he made no

fcruple to fay, was no better than Jhe Jhould be*

At firft, it aftonifhed me to hear a man, of his

good fenfe and benevolent difpofitions, talk of

fome of the moft amiable characters of the age
in the moft difrefpectful terms. When I en-

deavoured to put him to rights, he at once cut

me fhort, by faying, he could have no doubt of

the truth of what he advanced, as he had been

told fuch and fuch a thing by his friend and

neighbour Mr. Downright^ who fcorned to

flatter any man^ or to tell any thing but the

truth.

I foon had an opportunity of judging how
far the country gentlemen were entitled to the

high character my friend had given them for

honour and integrity. The morning after I

arrived, my hoft informed me he was obliged to

attend a county-meeting, where there was to

be bufmefs of confiderable importance, in which

he was deeply interefted ; and, as he could not

ftay at home with me, I readily confented to

accompany him, lie had drefTed himfelf for

the occafion ; that is, he had ihaved his beard,

and put on a clean fhirt. It remained to deter-

mine how xve mould travel. At firft he pro-

pofed to go on horfeback \ but the appearance

3 f
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of a black cloud made him think of the carnage.
It then occurred, that taking the carriage would

flop the plough ; and it was determined we
fhould ride. But as we were going to mountj
the recollection of a cold, attended with fome

threaten!ngs of a fore throat he had had the

week before, made him again refolve upon the

carriage. In fhort, I found that my poor

friend, naturally of an undecifive temper, and

having no proper object to fill his mind, had

accuflomed himfelf to deliberate on every trifle,

as if it had been an affair of the greateft confe-

quence. At length we fet out in the carriage ;

but not till repeated inflructions were given to

John to drive only two miles the firfl hour, and

not more than three, or three and a quarter

afterwards.

On the road, we met with fome incidents

that were amufing enough. In the midft of a

ferious converfation on the Jlate ofthe nation^ in

which Acqfto was propoling plans of reforma-

tion, and tracing all our prefent calamities to the

prevalence of the mercantile intereft in parlia-

ment, and the fhameful
vneglect of the country-

gentlemen, we happened to pafs the houfe of a

cottager, who had laid down a load of coals

rather too near the high road ; which Acajlo no

fooner perceived than he flopped the carnage,

and calling out the poor man, began to rate him

as if he had been guilty of the groffefl offence.

Not
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Not fatisfied with ordering the nuifance to be re-

moved, he thought it neceflary to reprefent, in

ftrong colours, all the poffible mifchiefs that

might have enfued from it.
" What might

" have happened," laid he,
"

if my horfes had
"

ftartled, God only knows! Had wre been
"

overturned, my carnage might have been
"

broken, or my horfes killed, and even I my-
"

fetf might have been hurt."

This circumftance, trifling as it was, ruffled

my friend fo much, that it was fome time before

he could refume the thread of his converfation.

Some other incidents of the fame kind gave him
an opportunity of difplaying his attention to

the police of the country, and of imprefling me
with an idea of the obligations he had thereby
conferred on his fellow-citizens. At length we
arrived at trie county-town, and immediately
drove to the court-houfe, where we found a very
numerous meeting.

I foon found that the important bufmefs

which had brought fo many gentlemen from

their own houfes, was to determine, whether a

bridge mould be built at one end of a village or

the other ? From the courfe of the argument,
if argument it could be called, I plainly per-

ceived, that to the Public it was a matter of

the moft perfect indifference. But, if executed

in one way, it would accommodate a gentle-

man who had acquired a large fortune in the

VOL. ii. B B courfe
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courfe of trade, and had lately purchafed an

eftate in the neighbourhood, on which he had

built an elegant houfe. Acaflo, and his friend

Mr* Dou'tf&rigbfj ftrenuoufly oppofed the plan
of accommodating this novus homo, who had

prefumed to buy one of the beft eftates in the

county, from the heir of an ancient family, at

a higher price than any body elfe would have

given for it. For my own part, I was truly

mortified to obferve in both parties as much

trick and chicane as might, when properly var-

niihed, have done honour to the moft finimed

flatefman. In one thing only I difcovered that

openplainnefs on which country-gentlemen are fo

apt to value themfelves,.and that was in the Ian-

guage in which they addrefled each other. There,

indeed, they were fufficiently plain ; and no where

did I ever obferve a more total neglect of the fa-

vourite maxim of Lord Chefterfield,fortiterin re,

fuaviter in modo.

On our way home, Acajlo entertained me
with the characters of the gentlemen we had

feen ; but he might have faved himfelf the trou-

ble
; for, by recollecting how they voted, I fhould

immediately have known which of them were

honeft and fmcere, and which mean time-ferving

fycophants.

I (hall not trouble my readers with any re-

flections on Acaftos character. It is plain,

that the little peculiarities which, with all his

natural
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natural good fenfe arid benevolence, expofe him

hourly to ridicule or to cenfure, have been oc~

cafioned by his retreat from the world, and by
that folitude in which he has lived fo long.

Seldom, indeed, have I known any one that

did not, in fome degree, fufFer from it ; that

did not, more or lefs, become felfifh and con-

tracted, conceited and opinionative. I never

fee a young heir fluttering about town in the

circle of gaiety, without feeling an emotion of

compamon. In a few years, when he comes

to be fupplanted in that circle by a younger fet,

no refource remains for him but a retreat to

the country, where he muft pafs his days
either in a ftate of liftlefs inactivity, or in pur-
fuits unworthy of a rational being* I would,

therefore, earneftly recommend it to every pa-

rent, to educate the heir of his fortune to fome

profeffion ;
to fet before him fome object that

may fill his mind, may roufe him to action, and

may make him at once a happy and refpectable

member of fociety.

M

B B 2
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N 105. TUESDAY, May 9, 1780.

*"pHE winter, which, like an untaught vi-

fitor, had prolonged its ftay with us to a

very unreafonable length, has, at laft, given

place to vernal breezes and a more indulgent

iky ; and many of my readers will now leave

the br-fmefs or amufements of the town, for the

purer air and lefs tumultuous enjoyments of the

country. As I have, now and then, ventured

fome obfervations on the manners and fafhions

of the former, I could not forbear, from a

friendly concern for thofe whom the feafon now
calls into the latter, to offer a few remarks on

certain errors which are more generally preva-

lent in the country. My laft paper was intend-

ed for the ferious perufal of country-gentlemen.

I mean, in this, to make a few lighter obferva-

tions on fome little failings, in point of man-

ners, to which I have feen a propenfity in

country-gentlemen, country-ladies, and in thofe

who, though of the town, for the greateft part

of the year, make their appearance, like the

cuckoo (I mean no offence by the comparifon),

when the trees have put on their leaves, and the

meadows their verdure.

la
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In the^/r/? place, I would beg of thofe who

migrate from the city, not to carry too much of

the town with them into the country. I will

allow a lady to exhibit the neweft-fafhioned cut

in her riding-habit, or to aftonifh a country-

congregation with the height of her head-drefs ;

and a gentleman, in like manner, tofport, as they
term it, a grotefque pattern of a waiftcoat, or to

fet the children agape by the enormous fize of

his buckles. Thefe are privileges to which

gentlemen and ladies may be thought to have

intitled themfelves by the expence and trouble

of a winter's refidence in the capital. But

there is a provoking, though a civil fort of con-

fequence fuch people are apt to aflume in con-

verfation, which, I think, goes beyond the juft

prerogative of town/hip^ and is a very unfair en-

croachment on the natural rights of their friends

and relations in the country. They fhould

confider, that though there are certain fubjects

of ton and faftiion, on which they may pronounce
ex cathedra (if I may be allowed fo pedantic a

phrafe), yet that, even in the country, the

fenfes of hearing, feeing, tailing, and fmelling,

may be enjoyed to a certain extent ; and that a

perfon may like or diflike a new fong, a new

luteftring, a French dim, or an Italian per-

fume, though fuch perfon has been unfortunate

enough to pafs laft winter at a hundred miles

diftance from the metropolis.

B B 3 On
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On the other hand, it is but fair to inform the

ladies and gentlemen of the country, that there is

a certain deference which ought to be paid, in

thofe matters, to the enlightened judgment of

their friends, who are newly arrived from the

feat of information and of knowledge. I have

heard a lady in the country, when her coufm

from Edinburgh had been very obligingly com-

municating fome extraordinary piece of intelli-

gence, or exhibiting fome remarkable piece of

drefs or finery, cut her ihort, by faying, with all

the coolnefs in the world, "That is fmgular
*'

enough, but it is nothing to what I heard from
ic Mifs B , with whom I have cor-
"

refponded ever fmce fhe went to London j"

or,
" This is very pretty, to be fure, but not to

" be compared to Mrs. C 's, which fhe
" had fent her in a prefent from Paris." This fort

of brag-playing in converfation I have fometimes

heard carried to a very difagreeable length,

which would be in a great meafure prevented, if

people were not to be allowed credit for what

they may have heard, or have been told, but to

take confequence only from what they have feen.

If we town-people are to be thus out-wondered

on report, there is an end of all order and fub-

ordination in the matter. To borrow another

allufion from the game above mentioned, I think

it is but reafonable, that the wonders of perfons

from town fhould take the fame precedence of

the
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the wonders of the people in the country, that

natural cards do of makers.

But it is fometimes from the oppofite feeling,

from too high an idea of the importance of their

town vifitors, that the good people of the coun-

try are apt to fall into improprieties. It is won-
derful to fee the confufion into which the appear-
ance of the new-fafhioned carriage of a gentle-

man juft arrived from town throws the family,

efpecially the female part of it, of his rural

neighbour. Such a peeping from windows, fuch

a running backwards and forwards of barer-headed

boys and girls to fetch their matter from the

field, and their miftrefs from the wafli-houfe !

Then, after waiting a long while in the parlour,

which the chambermaid has had but time to put
half in order, comes the old lady with fome

awkward apology, followed by a fcold to the

maid for leaving her rubber or hearth-brum in

view of the company. By and by appears the

mafter of the houfe, with another apology, for

appearing before ladies in his farmer's drefs.

After a long feries of common enquiries, a fre-

quent pulling out of watches on the part of the

vifitors, and two or three meflages up flairs from

the miftrefs of the family, down come the

young ladies with their caps awry, their long

pins but half ftuck in, their hair powdered in

patches, and their aprons ftiff from the folds.

Here follows a fecond courfe of the fame questions

JB B 4 and
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and anfwers, which being clofed by an obferva-

tion of the late hour from the one fide, and

fome ftridures on the fhortnefs of town vifits

from the other, the company are fuffered to de-

part, who, it is ten to one, laugh all the way
home at the good people who were at fuch pains

to make themfelves fit, as they thought, to be

feen by them. Let thefe laft remember, that there

is a ftyle, as it is called, proper to every thing ;

decency and cleanlinefs they owe to themfelves ;

an imitation of the fafhionable fineries of the

town they owe to nobody; moft of thefe, indeed,

are quite prepofterous in the country : it is only
when people get into crowds that they are at

liberty to make fools of themfelves.

As I have, in the beginning of this paper, de-

fired the city-emigrants not to carry the town

into the country, fo I muft intreat their country
friends not to forget that the others have but

lately arrived there. Their relifli for draining,

ditching, hedging, horfe-hoeing, liming, and

marling, and fuch other branches of the fine arts

as an afternoon's converfation at a gentleman

farmer's frequently runs into, has been a good
deal blunted by feven months refidence in the

region of amufement and diffipation. The like

caution will apply to thofe female orators who

occupy the intervals of tea-drinking with differ-

tations on the cow-houfe, the dairy, and the

poultry-yard.

There
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There are fome topics which may be intro-

duced, at that feafon, in which both town and

country ladies are qualified to join, though even

of them I would recommend a fparing and mo-

derate ufe: I mean thofe little lectures on mora-

lity, fometimes known by the name offcandal.
In thefe the town ladies, however, have fome ad-

vantage, as their fubjects are often fuch as may
be reckoned fair game, perfons of whom the

world has a right to talk, and who feem to act as

if they wifhed to be talked of. Thefe notorious

offenders againft decency and decorum, of which

there are always fome inftances in great towns,

may be compared to certain atrocious criminals,

whom the law has ordered to be fent, after exe-

cution, to Surgeons Hall: their characters may be

diflected at all tea-tables, without any danger of

the crime of defamation. But the beauty of a

country town or village is rarely fo unguarded
in her conduct as to give this licence to the

tongues of her neighbours, who are, therefore,

generally obliged to refort to the whifpering of

little private anecdotes and family- fecrets, which

I very much doubt if they be legally intitled to

do, at leaft except in cafes of great neceffity, as

on a* rainy Sunday, or where the party confifts

but of two, who can neither play cribbage, pi-

quet, or backgammon.
Somewhat a-kin to the lovers of detraction

are the offence- takers ,
a fpecies of people I have

obferved
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obferved more common in the country than in

populous cities. They are deeply verfed in the

fcience of precedency, in the etiquette of pay-

ing and returning vifits, in the ceremonial of

drinking healths, and of acknowledging bows

and curtfies. I have been aftonifhed to find the

circle of my acquaintance fo circumfcribed as I

have fometimes experienced, when I have hap-

pened to take up my head-quarters at a gentle-

man's, who could only accompany me to the

houfes of one-half of the neighbourhood, hav-

ing contrived to be totally eftranged from the

other by neglects of himfelf, affronts to his wife,

fquabbles about dancing at annual balls, or toafts

at country-meetings after the fecond bottle.

This difeafe of offence-taking is particularly

epidemic in fome places every feventh year, or

fometimes it returns a little fooner by royal pro-

clamation. As this fummer may probably be

the feafon of its recurring with violence, I take

the prefent opportunity of warning my readers

againft the company of the infected
;
and even

to thefe a regimen of temper and good-manners

may be found a very powerful and falutary al-

terative. The feelings of an offence-taker are

always very difagreeable ; and, as to the exter-

nal effects of this mental malady, whether it go
off in oblique reflections, or break out into

fcurrility and abufe, I need not, I fancy, enlarge

on the danger of their confequences. To gen-

tlemen
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tlemen concerned in politics and electioneering,

I would particularly obferve, that the period of

their canvafs is not the proper time for indulg-

ing any fuch freedoms in converfation or beha-

viour. When the conteft is determined, the

lofers have fome fort of privilege for railing;

the fuccefsful candidates, as things go now-a-

days, fhould keep all their foul language for

that place to which the fuffrages of their con-

ftituents are to fend them.

I

N 106. SATURDAY, May 13, 1780.

JDi tibi divitias dederant, artemque fruendi.

HOR.

*T^HE importance of education to fit men for

- the world, has been univerfally feen and

acknowledged ;
but I think it has not been al-

ways fuffiriently attended to, as neceflary to fit

men for retiring from the world ; as qualifying

them to act their part with propriety when they
retreat from the bufmefs of life, and to enjoy

themfelves, when enjoyment becomes their ob-

ject. There is a certain time of life, when al-

moft every man wifhes to efcape from the hurry
and
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and buftle of the world, and to tafte the fweets

of retirement and repofe ; but how few are

there, who, when they have arrived at that pe-
riod which they fixed for this retreat, and have

put their defigns in execution, meet with that

enjoyment which they looked for ! Inftead of

pleafure, they find fatiety, wearinefs, and dif-

guft ;
time becomes a heavy burden upon them,

and in what way they may kill the tedious

hours, grows, at length, their only object. But

had thefe men received a good education, they
would never be at a lofs how to fill up their

time; rich fields of entertainment would open
to them from various fources. Company and

converfation would receive a finer relim
; books

would give perpetual enjoyments ; the gay pro-

fpec~ts of the country, the romantic fcenes which

it affords, the adorning and beautifying thofe

fcenes, and the culture of all the elegant arts,

would make that fortune, which many poflefs

without knowing how to ufe, the minifler of

every thing that can afford delight.

I believe it may be true, that neither learn-

ing, nor a tafte for the elegant arts., is requifite

to enable a perfon engaged in the ordinary bu-

fmefs of life, to fucceed in his profeflion ; and,

while fo engaged, the occupations of that pro-
feffion will prevent his feeling any vacuity or

fuffering any inconvenience from his ignorance

and want of refinement. But when fuch a per-

2 fon
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fon has acquired a fortune, and given up bufi-

nefs, I have often obferved, that, from this un-

cultivated ftate of mind, he is at a lofs how to

enjoy himfelf or his riches. He either becomes

a prey to chagrin and ennui^ or he gives himfelf

up to the coarfeil intemperance ; or, fhould he

wiih to figure as a man of tafte or famion, he

receives but little entertainment himfelf, and

liis attempts are fo abfurd and prepofterous, as

to make him the object of fcoiF and ridicule to

others.

Drexelhts was put early to bufinefs : his whole

learning confifted in being able to read Englifh,
to write and keep accounts. He got foon into

a very good branch of trade ; his attention was
unremitted ;

and his ceconomy was equal to his

attention. His labours, far from being a burden

upon him, only gave him an exertion of mind,
which kept him in an equal and unceafmg flow

of fpirits. By the time he was
fifty, Drexelius

had acquired a fortune equal to that of the richeft

of his fellow-citizens. He now began to think

ferioufly of enjoying it. The refolution which

he had early formed of retiring to the country
when he fhould have acquired a fortune, and

which had fupported him during the labours of

acquiring it, he now determined to put in prac-
tice. He therefore wound up his bufinefs, fold

off his flock, and purchafed an eftate in the

country. The novelty of the fituation, and the

flattering
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flattering thought that he was proprietor of fo

many acres, fupported him for a while. But he

fbon began to find, that the fields, and woods,
and rivers, gave him no fort of pleafure. He
could receive no amufement from farming, and

books he was unable to enjoy. A volume of

the SpcSlator^ recommended to him by the cler-

gyman of the parifh, lay half-read upon the

chimney-piece ;
and the profpects which he

heard others admire, appeared to him not more

beautiful than the front of the Exchange, or the

pavement of the ftreet on which he ufed to tread.

Tired, therefore, of the country, and weary of

every thing, he began to long for the town which

he had abandoned, and to become again a fre-

quenter of the 'Change. Accordingly he hired

a houfe in town, and refolved to fpend in it the

winter-months at leaft. But the town had now

alfo loft its charms, and he found it impoffible

to recover them. He had no longer bufinefs to

occupy his mind : when he rofe in the morn-

ing, he knew not what to do ; he had no bar-

gains to fettle, and no fhips to infure. His ac-

quaintance around him were bufy, while he was

idle ;
he found himfelf alone in the midft of a

crowd, an uninterefted fpectator of what ufed

to employ him. Change of fituation, therefore,

gave him no relief, for the town was now as

dull as the country. The purchale he had made

was a dear one : upon his eflate^ which had coft

him.
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him more at firft than he intended to give
for it, he was obliged to build a houfe, and

to make fome other improvements, the ex-

pence of which, like that of all other build-

ings and improvements, greatly exceeded what

their owner had made his account with. This,

however, was little to one of Drexelius\ for-

tune. On former occafions, he .had loft

more upon one adventure in trade, without

being much affected by the lofs
; but then he

had different objects to intereft him, and he ex-

pected to make up by other adventures what he

had loft upon one
; now he had nothing elfe to

think of but the daily expenditure. This took

poffefllon of his imagination ; he thought he

faw poverty and ruin before him
; and his health

began to fink under the vexations of his mind.

In vain did his friends reprefent to him the great-

nefs of his fortune ; that the money he was lay-

ing out was a trifle to what he poffefled ; and

that, after all his plans were finilhed, he would

{till have more than he could fpend. It is to

no purpofe to reafon with a difeafed imagina-
tion : the only thing which can relieve it is a

change of objects and a variety of amufements.

But this method could not be followed by Drex-

elius : there was no object to intereft him ; and

his mind was incapable of amufement. His

difeafe, therefore, increafed upon him every day.

The
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The proprietor of a fine place, poflefled of a

great fortune, in fhort, with all the means of

pleafure and enjoyment, he was haunted with

the demon of Poverty, and actually believed, that

if he lived many years, he mould die of want.

Clavlus was a partner in trade with Drexelius
y

whofe example he followed in the fcheme of en-

joying a retreat in the country. But his mind

was as empty and uneducated as that of Drexdius^

equally incapable of amufing itfelf in folitude, or

of receiving pleafure from thofe enjoyments
which a country life is calculated to beflow.

He was, however, a man of greater natural

fpirits, and was not therefore fo apt to become

a prey to liftleflhefs, or to the effects of gloomy
avarice. Company was his refource

; and that

the hours might not lie heavy upon him, he

took care never to be alone. But as he had

no talent for converfation, every fort of

company was equally welcome to him ; and,

where converfation was not the object, it be-

came neceflary to fupport the fociety by fome

adventitious aid. The bottle, therefore, was

had recourfe to. This was the employment

during the firieft fuminer-evenings ; and the

morning fun often rofe upon the fame company
on which it had gone down. Men flocked to

C/avius's country feat, not to enjoy the charms

of the country feat, but the charms of fociety,

and
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and what they called good fellowmip. Thus
were Clavius's nights fpent in getting intoxicated,

and his mornings in fleeping off that intoxica-

tion. His conftitution was not long able to fup-

port this courfe of life ; he died, a few years

after he had quitted bufmefs, a martyr to that

fortune which his wifhes had formerly repre-
fented as the certain fource of felicity.

Pomponius took a different turn from the per-
fons I have mentioned. He was equally igno-
rant and uneducated as they ; but, when he had

acquired his fortune, as he had heard much of

tafte, of elegance, and of refinement, he refolved

to be a man of tafte. The eftate he purchafed
had been the old hereditary poffeflion of a man
of confiderable rank. Pomponius gave feveral

years purchafe more than its value, that he might
be poflefled of the demefne of an ancient family,

and have the pleafure of adding to his name
"

Efquire, of ." When he came to live

at this eftate, he found the old manfion-houfe

muft be pulled down, and a new one erected.

But, inftead of trufting to the ikill and tafte of

his architect, the plan muft be his own. In this

he heaped ornament upon ornament, and pillar

upon pillar. The columns are large enough to

have fupported a Gothic cathedral ; the infide is

crowded with painted compartments ; and every

pannel and window is bedawbed with gilding.

His fields are laid out in the moft abfurd tafte.

VOL, u. c c A clay-
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A clay-coloured ditch, which he calls a canal,

made at an exorbitant expence, runs parallel with

the front of his houfe
;

at each end is a circular

puddle, called a bafon^ in which is a little bank

of rubbifh, dignified with the name of iflaiuL

Not a walk but is ftuck full of ftatues
; and tem-

ples and grottoes appear in every field. In mew-

ing you his grounds he tells you the price of

every ftatue; and every temple is honoured with

the account of what it coft. Not fatisfied with

being a man of tafte out of doors, he pretends

to connoifleurfhip and to literature within. He
fliews pictures painted, as he thinks, by mafters,

whofe names he has not learned to pronounce.

If doubts are ftarted of their originality, fom-

ponius flops all further queftions by the mention

of the fum he paid for them. His library has

its ftatues like his fields ; it is furnimed with a

profufion of bronzes and bujls ; and the books

are as liberally gilded as the reft of his furniture.

In talking of them (for he runs all rifks to be

thought a man of learning) he gets into the moft

ridiculous blunders. He miftakes a Greek for

a Roman author; and to mew himfelf a philo-

fopher, praifes a writer, in the belief that he is

an infidel, when, in fact, his books are written

in defence of religion. The other day, fome-

body happening to mention the World^ he afked

if the author, Mr. Fitzadam^ was ftill alive, and

if he j^ad written any other book.

Drexelius
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Drexeltus and Clavius were miferable in the

midft of their wealth ; Pomponius is ridiculous

in the enjoyment of his.

How much is it to be regretted, that thefe

perfons had not in their earlier years received

the benefit of a liberal education ? Had their

minds been cultivated in their youth, had they
then acquired the firft principles of elegance and

tafte, they would have been enabled, after at-

taining a fortune, to have enjoyed it with pro-

priety and dignity : while they were reaping the

fruits of their honeft induftry and fuccefs, they

might have been ufeful to others and proved
ornaments to their country.

N 107. TUESDAY, May 16, 1780.

And love and to'ar take turns like day and night.

ROU'E.

TN every art and fcience, practitioners com-
*

plain how often they are deceived by fpe-
cious theories and delufive fpeculation. Learn-

ed men, in the folitude of their ftudies, are

apt to imagine, that nothing which they can

c c 2 reconcile
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reconcile to their own ideas upon paper, can

fail to be evinced by actual experiment, or to

be reduced into eafy and conftant practice.

But thofe who are to apply the doctrine to the

fact, too often find, that what was infallible

in the brain of the demonftrator, is fadly fal-

lacious in the hands of him who is to ex-

ecute it.

There is fomething, however, fo delightful

in this art of theory-building^ that the experience
of a thoufand difappointments will never be

able to extinguish, it. Nor, indeed, fhould any

body wifh for its extinction, when it is remem-

bered, that the perfon who builds is delighted
with the expectation of fuccefs, and that other

people are often little lefs pleafed with tracing

the difappointment. The laft are flattered by

feeing the fuperiority of fcience thus levelled

and brought down
;
the firft: folaces himfelf by

imputing the failure to errors in the execution,

and {hutting his clofet-door, returns to frefh the-

ories and new fpeculation.

In the courfe of my reading, I have met with

two theoretical defcriptions, which pleafed me
fo much by the appearance they exhibited of

felf-fatisfaction in the fages who compofed them,

that I cannot refift the defire of laying them be-

fore my readers in this day's paper. The firft

I found in an obfcure author of the reign of

Queen
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Queen Elizabeth, who, in tracing the progrefs of

certain affections of the mind, thus perfonifies

his ideas of Honotirable Love.

" When a young man," fays he,
" of illuf-

trious defcent, rarely gifted by Nature in mind

and body, the which he hath, through the care

of his noble parents and his own fpecial in-

duftry, much helped by art, firft cometh from

the retired haunts of learning into the refort of

the world, he is fuddenly fmitten by the beauty
and rare accomplifhments of fome young dam-

fel, of parentage no lefs honourable than his

own, and of endowments no lefs precious than

thofe wherewith he himfelf is graced. He feek-

eth all opportunities of converfe with, and of

courtefy towards her
;

which neverthelefs me,
out of maiden fhynefs, whereof her lady-smother

hath well inftructed her, doth, with a ^deter-

mined ftateltnefs of afpecl:, moft conftantly
avoid ;

whereat the young man being grieved
in his mind, but nowife damped in his love, he

refteth not till by all means he render himfelf

more worthy of her regard, not only by ex-

celling in all gentlemanlike exercifes, fuch as

dancing, horfemanmip, fkill in his rapier, and

the like, but likewife in all becoming foftnefs

of behaviour, and courtly nicenefs of fpeech,

adding thereunto the ftudy of fweet poefy,

wherewith, in curious fonnets, he fpeaketh the

praife of his miftrefs's manifold perfections.

c c
3, But
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But me, nowife yielding to fuch flatteries,

nor abating the rigour of her looks, he lome-

times complaineth of his thraldom in more bit-

ter terms, and for a while, as fceking freedom

from his, fair tyrant, fhunneth her company,
and reforteth to that of jovial companions, much

given to the fports of the field, and the joys of

wine, thinking thereby to efface her image quite

-from his mind. But, after no great fpace, he

groweth uneafy and unquiet, and though ftoutly

denying all allegiance to that dominion, whereof

he hath fworn to be free, lie goeth fecretly

where he can again fteal a glance of her lovely

face, by one look of which being, as he deem-

eth, encouraged to better hope, he reneweth his

fuit with frefh warmth, renouncing his paft re-

bellion as a grievous fin, the which he is to

expiate by tenfold encreafed love. Neverthelefs

fhe, willing to fhew her power, thus marve-

loufly confirmed and increafed, demeaneth her-

felf as haughtily as before, and, haply, to pu-
niih his late treafonous lapfe and falling off,

feemeth to caft upon others more foft and fa-

vourable looks
;
whereat our lover, being flung

\vith envy and jealous wrath, doth encounter

the chiefeft of his rivals with (harp and angry

words, which growing into keener and more

deadly rage, they agree to decide which is the

worthieft by trial of "arms ; and having, met, in

fome retired place, either on horfeback or on

foot,
, > > 3
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foot, attended by their fquires, a furious combat

enfueth, in which the valour of both fhineth

out worthy of their noble birth, and of that

love wherewith it is more eipecially inflamed

and fpurred on. After various turns of fortune,

and many wounds on both fides, our lover doth,

with difficulty, mafter his adverfary, to whom
he fheweth no lefs courtefy in defeat, than fierce-

rrefs in fight. After a time, having recovered

of his wounds, at hearing whereof the lady
hath mewed as much grief and pity as be-

feemeth a modeft maiden to fhew for man, he

appeareth before her, his arm fcarfed, and

his cheeks yet pale from lofs of blood, and,

kneeling at her feet, imploreth forgivenefs for

paft faults, and voweth conftancy and love,

not morter than he hath life to feel them, and

breath to utter; while me, without fpeaking. a

word, doth, by looks and filent blumes, in

fome fort confefs herfelf propitious to his vows;

whereof, having pafTed a probation of years,

one or more, he arriveth at the end of his

wifhes, and obtaineth her confent to be his

wedded wife. Laftly, their noble parents being
well fatisfied with this union of their blood,

the marriage is celebrated, with much ceremony
and pomp, at the caftle of the bride's princely

father, whereat there is all manner of good

cheer, of dancing, and of minftrelfy for many
days."

c c 4 This
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This theory of ancient love and eourtfhip,

inftead of firaplifying the matter, makes it much
more difficult than, in modern practice at leaft,

it is actually found. The lover, now-a-days,
finds but little of that ftately pride and maiden

ihynefs above defcribed ;
nor is he obliged to

cultivate poetry to celebrate his miftrefs, nor to

meet any rival attended by his fquire, nor to

fuffer wounds and lofs of blood for her fake,

nor to go through a probation of years, one or

more. All he has to do is, to dance with the

lady at a ball, fay a few foft things to her in

plain profe, then meet her father attended by
his lawyer, go through a probation of deeds and

fettlements, and fo proceed to the bridal ceremo-

ny, and to good cheer and jollity for as fhort or

as long a time as he thinks proper.

The fecond theoretical defcription, which I

{hall lay before my readers, is fo far different

from the firft, that it renders a very confufed

and intricate bufmefs, as I have been told it is,

perfectly clear and obvious to the meaneft capa-

city. This, however, is by no means owing
to any want in the theoretical fituation of that

incident or buftle which occurs in the real ; on

the contrary, the events are infinitely more nu-

merous and aftoniming in the firft than in the

latter, though the art of the theorift carries the

imagination through them all with wonderful

diftinctnefs and regularity. The inftance to

which
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which I allude is the defcription of a battle, given

by the ingenious Mr. A. Boyer, in his French

Dittionary^ under the word Battaille.

DESCRIPTION of a BATTLE.

" The two armies being in fight, the cannon

roar on each fide ;
and the fignal of the fight

being given, they both move, and begin the en-

counter. In the height of danger, the generals

{hew their intrepidity, by preferving their cool

temper, and by giving their orders without

emotion and without hurry. In the clofe en-

gagement, the officers perform wonders, and

{hew extraordinary valour and judgment; and

feconded by their men, who fight like lions,

they cut the enemy in pieces, kill and over-

throw all they meet in their way, break through

battalions, and bear down fquadrons. Upon
the point of being overpowered by numbers,

they refolutely fuftain the effort of the enemy ;

and the generals, being informed by their aids-

de-camp of what paffes on that fide, caufe fuc-

cours to march thither with all fpeed, revive

the fpirits of the foldiers by their prefence, rally

the broken battalions, bring them again to the

charge, repulfe the enemy, drive them before

them, regain the ground they had loft, retrieve

the whole affair, purfue the enemy clofe, trample
them under foot or ride over them, entirely dif-

able them, put all that refift to the fword ; and,
2 after



394 THE MIRROR. N 107.

after having fuftained continual difcharges of

cannon and fmall fhot, and gained an entire

and complete victory, caufe a retreat to be

founded, and lie on the field of battle, while

the air refounds with the flouriihes of trum-

pets."

The above defcription is contained in an edi-

tion of Mr. Eo,ycr\ learned and ufeful work,
now become exceedingly fcarce. It is there

given in French and Englift ; but I chufe to

publifh the tranflation only, as I mean it for

the fole ufe of our Eritijh commanders, from

whbfe practice, at the time of its firft publica-

tion (about the beginning of this century), the

defcription was probably taken. Perhaps, in

fome late campaigns, our generals had confulted

other Dictionaries, containing a much lefs ani-

mated and decifive definition of a battle, than

that which I have tranfcribed from the ingeni-

ous^ Mr. Boyer.
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*

N 1 08. SATURDAY, May 20, 1780,

Ah, vices ! gilded by the rich and gay.
SHENSTONE.

T F we examine impartially that eftimate of
*

pleaiure, which the higher ranks of fociety

are apt to form, we (hall probably be furprifed

to find how little there is in it either of natural

feeling or real fatisfaction. Many a fafhionable

voluptuary, who has not totally blunted his tafte

or his judgment, will own, in the intervals of re-

collection, how often he has fuffered from the

infipidity or the pain of his enjoyments ; and

that, if it were riot for the fear of being laughed

at, it were fometimes worth while, even on the

fcore of pleafure, to be virtuous.

Sir Ed-ward ,
to whom I had the plea-

fure of being introduced at Florence^ was a cha-

racter much beyond that which diftinguifhes

the generality of Englim travellers of fortune.

His ftory was known to fome of his country-
men who then refided in Italy ;

from one of

whom, who could now and then talk of fome-

thing befide pictures and operas, I had a particu-

lar recital of it.

He had been firfl abroad at an early period of

life, foon after the death of his father had left him

matter
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mafter of a very large eftate, which he had the

good fortune to inherit, and all the inclination

natural to youth to enjoy. Though always fump-

tuous, however, and fometimes profufe, he was

obferved never to be ridiculous in his expences ;

and, though he was now and then talked of as a

man of pleafure and diflipation, lie always left

behind more inftances of beneficence than of irre-

gularity. For that refped: and efteem in which

his character, amidft all his little errors, was

generally held, he was fuppofed a good deal in-

debted to the fociety of a gentleman, who had

been his companion at the univeriity, and now
attended him rather as a friend than a tutor.

This gentleman was, unfortunately, feized at

Marfeilles with a lingering diforder, for which he

was under the neceffity of taking a fea-voyage,

leaving Sir Edward to profecute the remaining

part of his intended tour alone.

Defcending into one of the valleys of Pied-

mont^ where, notwithftanding the ruggednefs of

the road, Sir Edward, with a prejudice natural

to his country, preferred the conveyance of an

Englifh hunter \.Q that of an Italian mule, his horfe

unluckily made a falfe ftep, and fell with his

rider to the ground, from which Sir Edward was

lifted by his fervants with fcarce any figns of life.

They conveyed him on a litter to the neareft

houfe, which happened to be the dwelling of a

peafant rather above the common rank, before

whofe
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whofe door fome of his neighbours were aflem-

bled at a fcene of rural merriment, when the train

of Sir Edward brought up their mafter in the

condition I have defcribed. The compaffion na-

tural to his fituation was excited in all
; but the

owner of the manfion, whofe name was Venom^

was particularly moved with it. He applied

himfelf immediately to the care of the ftranger,

and, with the affiftance of his daughter, who
had left the dance fhe was engaged in, with

great marks of agitation, foon reftored Sir

Edward to fenfe and life. Venom poflefled fome

little ikill in furgery, and his daughter produced
a book of receipts in medicine. Sir Edward,
after being blooded, was put to bed, and tended

with every poffible care by his hoft and his fa-

mily. A confiderable degree of fever was the

confequence of his accident; but after fome days
it abated ; and, in little more than a week, he

was able to join in the fociety of Venom arid

his daughter.

He could not help exprefling fome furprife at

the appearance of refinement in the converfa-

tion of the latter, much beyond what her fitua-

tion feemed likely to confer. Her father ac-

counted for it. She had received her education

in the houfe of a lady, who happened to pafs

through the valley, and to take fhelter in Venoms

cottage (for his houfe was but a better fort of

cottage) the night of her birth.
" When her

" mother



398 T H E M I R R O R. N 108,

" mother died,'* faid he,
"

the Signora, whofe
"

name, at her defire, we had given the child,
" took her home to her own houfe

; there (he
" was taught many things, of which there is no
" need here ; yet (he is not fo proud of her
"

learning as to wifh to leave her father in his
" old age ;

and I hope foon to have her fettled

" near me for life."

But Sir Edward had now an opportunity of

knowing Louifa better than from the defcription

of her father. Mufic and painting, in both of

which arts fhe was a tolerable proficient, Sir

"Edward had ftudied with fuccefs. Louifa felt a

fort of pleafure from her drawings, which they
had never given her before, when they were

praifed by Sir Edward ; and the family-concerts

of Venom were very different from what they
had formerly been, when once his gueft was fo

far recovered as to be able to join in them. The

flute of Vencni excelled all the other mufic of the

valley ;
his daughter's lute was much beyond it;

Sir Edward\ violin was finer than either. But

his converfation with Louifa it was that of a

fuperior order of beings ! fcience, tafte, fen-

timent ! it was long fince Louifa had heard

thefe founds ;
amidft the ignorance of the valley,

it was luxury to hear them ;
from Sir Edward^

who was one of the moft engaging figures I ever

faw, they were doubly delightful. In his coun-

tenance, there was always an expreffion ani-

mated
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mated and interefting; his ficknefs had over-

come fomewhat of the firft, but greatly added

to the power of the latter.

Louijas was no lefs captivating and Sir Ed-

ward had not feen it fo long without emotion.

During his illnefs he thought this emotion but

gratitude ; and, when it firft grew warmer, he

checked it, from the thought of her fituation,

and of the debt he owed her. But the ftruggle

was too ineffectual to overcome ; and, of confe-

quence, increafed his paffion. There was but

one way in which the pride of Sir Edward al-

lowed of its being gratified. He fometimes

thought of this as a bafe and unworthy one ;

but he was the fool of words which he had of-

ten defpifed, the flave of manners he had often

condemned. He at laft compromifed matters

with himfelf ;
he refolved, if he could, to think

no more of Louifa ; at any rate, to think no

more of the ties of gratitude or the reftraints

of virtue.

Louifa, who trufted to both, now commutii-

cated to Sir Edward an important fecret. It

was at the clofe of a piece of mufic, which they
had been playing in the abfence of her father.

She took up her lute, and touched a little wild

melancholy air, which {he had conipofed to the

memory of her mother. "
That," faid me,

"
nobody ever heard except my father; I play

"
it fometimes when I am alone, and in low

"
fpirits.
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"
fpirits. I don't know how I came to think of

"
it now

; yet I have fome reafon to be fad."

Sir Edward prefled to know the caufe
; after

fome hefitation fhe told it all. Her father had

fixed on the fon of a neighbour, rich in poflef-

fions, but rude in manners, for her hufband.

Againft this match (he had always protefted as

ftrongly, as a fenfe of duty, and the mildnefs

of her nature, .would allow
; but Venom was ob-

ftinately bent on the match, arid fhe was wretch-

ed from the thoughts of it.
" To marry

" where one cannot love, to marry fuch a man,
"

Sir Edward !" It was an opportunity be-

yond his power of refiftance. Sir Edward

prefled her hand ;
faid it would be profanation

to think of fuch a marriage ; praifed her beauty,

extolled her virtues ; and concluded, by fwear-

ing, that he adored her. She heard him with

unfufpecting pleafure, which her blufhes could

ill conceal. Sir Edward improved the favour-

able moment ;
talked of the ardency of his paf-

fion, the infignificancy of ceremonies and forms,

the inefficacy of legal engagements, the eternal

duration of thofe dictated by love ; and, in fine,

urged her going off with him, to crown both

their days with happinefs. Lou'ifa ftarted at that

propofal.
She would have reproached him, but

her heart was not made for it; fhe could only weep.

They were interrupted by the arrival of her

father with his intended fon-in-law. He was

juft
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juft fuch a man as Louifa had reprefented him,

coarfe, vulgar, and ignorant. But Venoni^ though
much above their neighbour in every thing but

riches, looked on him as poorer men often look

on the wealthy, and difcovered none of his im-

perfedlions. He took his daughter afide, told

her he had brought her future hufband, and that

he intended they fhould be married in a week

at fartheft.

Next morning Louifa was indifpofed, and kept

her chamber. Sir Edward was now perfectly

recovered. He was engaged to go out with Ve-

nom ; but, before his departure, he took up his

violin, and touched a few plaintive notes on it.

They were heard by Louifa.'

In the evening (he wandered forth to indulge
her forrows alone. She had reached a fequef-
tered fpot, where fome poplars formed a thicket,

on the banks of a little ftream that watered the

valley. A nightingale was perched on one of

them, and had already begun its accuftomed

fong. Louifa fat down on a withered flump,

leaning her cheek upon her hand. After a little

while, the bird was feared from its perch, and

flitted from the thicket. Louifa rofe from the

ground, and burft into ,tears ! She turned and

beheld Sir Edward. His countenance had much
of its former languor ; and, when he took her

hand, he cafl on the earth a melancholy look,

and feemed unable to fpeak his feelings.
" Are

VOL. IT. DO "
you
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"
you not well, Sir Edward?" faid Louifa,

with a voice faint and broken. "
I am ill inr

"
deed," faid he,

" but my illnefs is of the
" mind. Louifa cannot cure me of that. lam
" wretched ; but I deferve to be fo. I have
" broken every law of hofpitality, and every
"

obligation of gratitude. I have dared to wifh
<f for happinefs, and to fpeak what I wimed,
"

though it wounded the heart of my deareft be-
"

nefactrefs but I will make a fevere expiation.
" This moment I leave you, Louifa ! I go to be
4< wretched ;

but you may be happy, happy in

"
your duty to a father, happy, it may be, in

" the arms of a hufband, whom the pofleflion
" of fuch a wife may teach refinement and fen-

"
(ibility.

I go to my native country, to hurry
"

through fcenes of irkfome bufmefs or tafte-

"
lefs amufement ; that I may, if pofllble, pro-

u cure a fort of half-oblivion of that happinefs
" which I have left behind, a liftlefs endurance
" of that life which I once dreamed might be
" made delightful with Louifa"

Tears were the only arifwer me could gtve<

Sir Edward 's fervants appeared, with a carriage,

ready for his departure. He took from his

pocket two pictures : one he had drawn of Lou-

zfa, he fattened round his neck, and kiffing it

with rapture, hid it in his bofom. The other

he held out in a hefitating manner. "
This,"

faid he,
"

if Louifa will accept of it, may fome-
" times
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" times put her in mind of him who once of-
"

fended, who can never ceafe to adore her.

<c She may look on it, perhaps, after the ori-

"
ginal is no more ; when this heart fhall have

"
forgot to love, and ceafe to be wretched."

Lotrifa was at laft overcome. Her face was

firft pale as death ; then fuddenly it was crofled

with a crimfon blufh.
" Oh! Sir Edward!"

faid fhe,
" What what would you have me

" do?" He eagerly feize'd her hand, and led

her, reluctant, to the carriage. They entered it,

and driving off with furious fpeed, were foon

out of fight of thofe hills which paftured the

flocks of the unfortunate Venom*

N 109. TUESDAY, May 23, 1780.

TH
E virtue of Louifa was vanquished ; but

her fenfe of virtue was not overcome.-

Neither the vows of eternal fidelity of her fe-

ducer, nor the conftant and refpectful attention

which he paid her during a hurried journey to

England, could allay that anguifli which fhe

fuffered at the recollection of her paft, and the

thoughts of her prefent fituation. Sir Edward
D D 2 felt
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109,

felt ftrongly the power of her beauty and of her

grief. His heart was not made for that part

which, it is probable, he thought it could have

performed : it was flill fubjet to remorfe, to

companion, and to love. Thefe emotions, per-

haps, he might foon have overcome, had they
been met by vulgar violence or reproaches ;

but

the quiet and unupbraiding forrows of Louifay

nourished thofe feelings of tendernefs and at-

tachment. She never mentioned her wrongs in

words : fometimes a few ftarting tears would

fpeak them ;
and when time had given her a

little more compofure, her lute difcourfed me-

lancholy mufic.

On their arrival in England, Sir Edward car-

ried Louifa to his feat in the country. There

{he was treated with all the obfervance of a

wife ; and, had {he chofen it, might have

commanded more than the ordinary fplendor of

one. But fhe would not allow the indulgence
of Sir Edward to blazon with equipage, and

fhow that Hate which (he wifhed always to

hide, and, if poflible, to forget. Her books and

her mufic were her only pleafures ;
if pleafures

they could be called, that ferved but to alleviate

mifery, and to blunt, for a while, the pangs of

contrition.

Thefe were deeply aggravated by the recol-

lection of her father : a father left in his age to

feel his own misfortunes and his daughter's

difgrace.
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difgrace. Sir Edward was too generous not

to think of providing for Venom. He meant to

make fome atonement for the injury he had

done him by that cruel bounty which is repa-

ration only to the bafe, but to the honeft is in-

fult. He had not, however, an opportunity of

accompliming his purpofe. He learned that

Venoni^ foon after his daughter's elopement, re-

moved from his former place of refidence, and,

as his neighbours reported, had died in one of

the villages of Savoy. His daughter felt this

with anguifh the moft poignant, and her afflic-

tion, for a while, refufed confolation. Sir^/-

ivard's whole tendernefs and attention were call-

ed forth to mitigate her grief; and, after its

firft tranfports had fubfided, he carried her to

London, in hopes that objecls new to her, and

commonly attractive to all, might contribute to

remove it.

With a man poflefled of feelings like Sir Ed-

ward\) the affliction of Lvuifa gave a certain

refpect to his attentions. He hired her a houfe

feparate from his own, and treated her with all

the delicacy of the pureft attachment. But his

folicitude to comfort and amufe her was not at-

tended with fuccefs. She felt all the horrors

of that guilt, which fhe now confidered as not

only the ruin of herfelf, but the murderer of

her father.

D D 3 In
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In London, Sir Edward found his fitter, who
had married a man of great fortune and high
fafhion. He had married her, becaufe fhe was

a fine woman, and admired by fine men ; fhe

had married him, becaufe he was the wealthieft

of her fuitors. They lived, as is common to

people in fuch a fituation, neceflitous with a

princely revenue, and very wretched amidft per-

petual gaiety. This fcene was fo foreign from

the idea Sir Edward had formed of the re-

ception his country and friends were to afford

him, that he found a conftant fource of difguft

in the fociety of his equals. In their converfa-

tion fantaftic, not refined, their ideas were fri-

volous, and their knowledge mallow
;
and with

all the pride of birth arid infolence of ftation,

their principles were mean and their minds ig-

noble. In their pretended attachments, he dif-

covered only defigns of felfifhnefs ; and their

pleafures, he experienced, were as fallacious as

their friendlhips. In the fociety of Loutfa he

found fenfibility and truth ; her's was the only
heart that feemed interefted in his welfare : fhe

faw the return of virtue in Sir Edward, and felt

the friendfhip which he mewed her. Sometimes

when fhe perceived him forrowful, her lute

would leave its melancholy for more lively airs,

and her countenance aflume a gaiety it was not

formed to wear. Buj: her heart was breaking

with
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with that anguifli which her generofity en-

deavoured to conceal from him; her frame,

too delicate for the ftruggle with her feelings,

feemed to yield to their force : her reft forfook

her
; the colour faded in her cheek

; the

luftre of her eyes grew dim. Sir Edward faw

thefe fymptoms of decay with the deepeft re-

morfe. Often did he curfe thofe falfe ideas of

pleafure which had led him to confider the ruin

of an artlefs girl, who loved and trufted him,
as an object which it was luxury to attain, and

pride to accomplish. Often did he wifh to blot

out from his life a few guilty months, to be

again reftored to an opportunity of giving hap-

pinefs to that family, whofe unfufpedting kind-

nefs he had repaid with the treachery of a rob-

ber and the cruelty of an aflaflin.

One evening, while he fat in a little parlour
with Louifa, his mind alternately agitated and

foftened with this impreflion, a hand organ, of a

remarkably fweet tone, was heard in the ftreet.

Louifa laid afide her lute and liftened : the airs

it played were thofe of her native country ; and

a few tears, which {he endeavoured to hide, ftole

from her on hearing them. Sir Edward ordered

a fervant to fetch the orgariift into the room : he

was brought in accordingly, and feated at the

door of the apartment.

He played one or two fprightly tunes, to

which Louifa had often danced in her infancy :

D D 4 ihe
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fhe gave herfelf up to the recollection, and her

tears flowed without controul. Suddenly the

mufician, changing the ftop, introduced a little

melancholy air of a wild and plaintive kind.

Louifa ftarted from >her feat, and rumed up
to the ftranger. He threw off" a tattered coat,

and black patch. It was her father!

She would have fprung to embrace him ;

he turned afide for a few moments, and would

not receive her into his arms. But Nature

at. laft overcame his refentment ;
he burft into

tears, and prefled to his bofom his long-loft

daughter.

Sir Edward ftood fixed in aftonimment and

confufion. "
I come not to upbraid you," faid

Venom ;
a

I am a poor, weak, old man, unable
"

for upbraidings ;
I am come but to find my

"
child, to forgive her, and to die ! When you

" faw us firft, Sir Edward, we were not thus-
" You found us virtuous and happy ;

we danced
" and we fung, and there was not a fad heart
" in the valley where we dwelt. Yet we left

" our dancing, our fongs, and our cheerfulnefs;
"

you were diftrefled, and we pitied you. Since
" that day the pipe has never been heard in Ve-
" nom% fields : grief arid ficknefs have almoft
"

brought him to the grave; and his neigh-
<c

bours, who loved and pitied him, have been
" cheerful no more. Yet, methinks, though
"

you robbed us of happinefs, you are not
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"
py; elfe why that dejected look, which,

" amidft all the grandeur around you, I faw you
"

wear, and thofe tears which, under all the
"

gaudinefs of her apparel, I faw that poor de-
" luded girl fhed ?"

" But fhe fliall flied

" no more," cried Sir Edward ;
"

you fliall be
"

happy, and I fliall be juft. Forgive, my ve-
"

rierable friend, the injuries which I have done
"

thee; forgive me, my Louifa, for rating your
ic excellence at a price fo mean. I have feen
" thofe high-born females to which my rank
*c

might have allied me ;
I am afhamed of their

and fick of their follies. Profligate in

their hearts amidft affected purity, they are

flaves to pleafure without the fmcerity of paf-
fion ; and, with the name of honour, are in-

" fenfible to the feelings of virtue. You, my
"'Louifa! but I will not call up recollections
"

that might render me lefs worthy of your fu-
" ture efteem Continue to love your d-
u ward ; but a few hours, and you fliall add
** the title to the affections of a wife ; let the
" care and tendernefs of a hufband bring back
"

its peace to your mind, and its bloom to your
" cheek. We will leave for a while the wonder
" and the envy of the faftiionable circle here.
" We will reftore your father to his native
"

home; under that roof I fliall once more
" be happy; happy without allay, becaufe I

4<
(hall deferve my happinefs. Again fhall the

"
pipe

<c

<t
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"
pipe and the dance gladden the valley, and

"
innocence and peace beam on the cottage of

" Venom F

Nno. SATURDAY, May 27 , 1780.

Extremum concede laborem. VIRG.

A !s, at the clofe of life, people confefs the

fecrets, and explain the myfteries of their

conduct, endeavour to do juftice to thofe with

whom they have had dealings, and to die in

peace with all the world ; fo, in the concluding

number of a periodical publication, it is ufual to

lay afide the affumed name, or fictitious charac-

ter, to afcribe the different papers to their true

authors, and to wind up the whole with a mo-

deft appeal to the candour or indulgence of the

Public.

In the courfe of thefe papers, the author has

not often ventured to introduce himfelf, or to

give an account of his own fltuation
;
in this,

therefore, which is to be the lafty he has not

much to unravel on that fcore. From the nar-

rownefs of the place of its appearance, the

MIRROR did not admit of much perfonification

2 of



K no. THE MIRROR. 4u

of its editor ; the little difguife he has ufed has

been rather to conceal what he was, than to give

himfelf out for what he was not.

The idea of publifhing a periodical paper in

Edinburgh took its rife in a company of gentle-

men, whom particular circumftances of con-

nection brought frequently together. Their

difcourfe often turned upon fubjects of man-

ners, of tafte, and of literature. By one of

thofe accidental refolutions, of which the origin

cannot eafily be traced, it was determined to put
their thoughts into writing, and to read them

for the entertainment of each other. Their

eflfays aflumed the form, and, foon after, fome

one gave them the name, of a periodical publi-
cation : the writers of it were naturally aflb-

ciated
;
and their meetings increafed the import-

ance, as well as the number, of their produc-
tions. Cultivating letters in the midft of bufi-

nefs, compofition was to them an amufement

only ;
that amufement was heightened by the

audience which this fociety afforded
; the idea of

publication fuggefted itfelf as productive of ftill

higher entertainment.

It was not, however, without diffidence that

fuch a refolution was taken. From that, and

feveral other circumftances, it was thought pro-

per to obferve the ftricteft fecrecy with regard to

the authors ; a purpofe in which they have been

fb fuccefsful, that at this moment, the very pub-
lifher
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lifher of the work knows only one of their num-

ber, to whom the conduct of it was entrufted.

The affiftance received from Correfpondents
has been confiderable. To them the MIRROR
is indebted for the following papers ; the 8th,

the note from IGNORAMUS in the 9th, the letter

in the xyth, the letter figned ADELUS in the

2 1 ft, the 22d, the 24th, the 2Qth (except the

fhort letter at the end), the firft letter in the 35th,

the 37th, the letter in the 46th, the joth, the

firft letter in the 56th, the 59th, 62d, 66th, 73d,

74th, 75th, 79th, 82d, 86th, the firft letter in the

Sgth, the letter in the 94th, the 95th, the 96th

(except the letter figned EVELINA), the 97th
and 98th, the letter in the io2d, and the letter

in the iO3d. Of fome of their Correfpondents,

were they at liberty to difclofe them, the names

would do credit to the work
;
of others they are

entirely ignorant,, and can only return this ge-
neral acknowledgment for their favours. To

many of them they have to apologize for feve-

ral abridgments, additions, and alterations which

fometimes the compofition of the efTays them-

felves, and fometimes the nature of the work in

which they were to appear, feemed to render

neceffary.

The fituation of the authors of the MIRROR
was fuch as neither to prompt much ambition of

literary fuccefs, nor to create much dependence

on it. Without this advantage, they had fcarcely

ventured
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ventured to fend abroad into the world a per-

formance, the reception of which was liable to

fo much uncertainty. They forefaw many dif-

ficulties, which a publication like the MIRROR,
even in hands much abler than theirs, muft ne-

ceffarily encounter.

The ftate of the times, they were fenfible,

was very unpropitious to a work of this fort.

In a conjuncture fo critical as the prefent, at a

period fo big with national danger and public

folicitude, it was not to be expected that much
attention fhould be paid to fpeculation or to fen-

timent, to minute inveftigations of character, or

pictures of private manners. A volume which

we can lay afide and refume at pleafure, may
fuffer lefs materially from the interruption of na-

tional concerns ; but a fmgle fheet, that meafures

its daily importance with the vehicles of public

intelligence and political difquifition, can hardly
fail to be neglected.

But, exclufive of this general difadvantage,
there were particular circumftances which- its

authors knew muft be unfavourable to the

MIRROR. That fecrecy which they thought it

neceflary to keep, prevented all the aids of pa-

tronage and friendfhip; it even damped thofe

common exertions to which other works are in-

debted, if not for fame, at leaft for introduction

to the world. We cannot expect to create an

intereft in thofe whom we have not ventured to

truft;
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truft ; and the claims even of merit are often

little regarded, if that merit be anonymous and

unknown.

The place of its publication was, in feveral

refpecls, difadvantageous. There is a certain

diftance at which writings, as well as men,
fhould be placed, in order to command our at-

tention and refpect. We do not eafily allow a

title to inftrucl: or to amufe the Public in our

neighbour, with whom we have been accuftomed

to compare our own abilities. Hence the fafti-

dioufnefs with which, in a place fo narrow as

Edinburgh, home productions are commonly
received ;

which if they are grave, are pro-
nounced dull ;

if pathetic, are called unnatural
;

if ludicrous, are termed low. In the circle

around him, the man of bufmefs fees few who
fhould be willing, and the man of genius few

who are able to be authors ; and a work that

comes out unfupported by eftablifhed names, is

liable alike to the cenfure of the grave, and the

fneer of the witty. Even Folly herfelf acquires

fome merit from being difpleafed, when name

or faftiion has not fandified a work from her

difpleafure.

This defire'of levelling the pride of author-

fhip, is in none more prevalent than in thofe

who themfelves have written. Of thefe the un-

fuccefsful have a prefcriptive title to criticifm ;

and, though eftabiifhed literary reputation com-

monly
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monly fets men above the neceflity of detracting

from the merit of other candidates for fame, yet
there are not wanting inftances of monopolifts

of public favour, who wifh not only to enjoy,

but to guide it, and are willing to confine its in-

fluence within the pale of their own circle, or

their own patronage. General cenfure is of all

things the eafieft ; from fuch men it pafles un-

examined, and its fentence is decifive ; nay,
even a ftudied filence will go far to fmother a

production, which, if they have not the mean-

nefs to envy, they want the candour to appre-

tiate with juftice.

In point of fubject, as well as of reception,

the place where it appeared was unfavourable

to the MIRROR. Whoever will examine the

works of a fimilar kind that have preceded it,

will eafily perceive for how many topics they
were indebted to local characters and temporary

follies, to places of public amufement, and cir-

cumftances of reigning fafhion. But, with us,

befides the danger of perfonal application, thefe

are hardly various enough for the fubject, or

important enough for the dignity of writing.

There is a fort of claflic privilege in the very
names of places in London^ which does not ex-

tend to thofe of Edinburgh. The Cannongate is

almoft as long as the Strand^ but it will not bear

the comparifon upon paper ; and Black-friars^

ivynd can never vie with Drury-lane, in point of

found
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found, however they may rank in the article

of chaftity. In the department of humour,
thefe circumftances muft neceflfarily have

great weight ; and, for papers of humour,
the bulk of readers will generally call, becaufe

the number is .much greater of thofe who
can laugh, than of thofe who can think. To
add to the difficulty, people are too proud
to laugh upon eaiy terms with one, of whofe

title to make them laugh they are not apprifed.

A joke in writing is like a joke in converfa-

tion ; much of its wit depends upon the rank

of its author.

How far the authors -of this paper have been

able to overcome thefe difficulties, it is not for

them to determine. Of its merits with the

Public, the Public will judge ;
as to themfelves,

they may be allowed to fay, that they have

found it an amufement of an elegant, and, they
are inclined to believe, of an ufeful kind. They

imagine, that, by tracing the manners and fen-

timents of others, they have performed a fort of

exercife which may have fome tendency to culti-

vate and refine their own
; and, in that fociety

which was formed by this publication, they have

drawn fomewhat clofer the ties of a friendship,

which they flaij^r
themfelves they may long en-

joy, with a recollection not unpleafmg, of the

literary adventure by which it was ftrengthened

and improved.
The
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The difadvantages attending their publica-

tion they have not enumerated, by way of plea

for favour or apology for faults. They will

give their 'volumes as they gave their papers to

the world, not meanly dependent on its favour,

nor coldly indifferent to it. There is no idea,

perhaps, more pleafing to an ingenuous mind,

than that the fentences which it dictates in

filence and obfcurity, may give pleafure and en-

tertainment to thofe by whom the writer has

never been feen, to whom even his name is un-

known. There is fomething peculiarly intereft-

ing in the hope of this intercourfe of fentimenr,

this invifible fort of friendfhip, with the virtuous

and the good ; and the vifionary warmth of an

author may be allowed to extend it to diftant

places, and to future times. If in this hope
the authors of the MIRROR may indulge, they

truft, that, whatever may be thought of the exe-

cution, the motive of their publication will do

them no difhonour ; that, if they have failed in

wit, they have been fauklefs in fentiment ; and

that, if they fhall not be allowed the praife of

genius, they have, at leaft, not forfeited the com-

mendation of virtue.

THE END.

VOL. II. E E
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