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Nejo.  SATURDAY, Fune3, 1786.

To the AuTHOR of the LOUNGER,

SIR

FTER arefidence of many years in the
fouthern part of this ifland, bufinefs con-
curring with the natural defire one has of re-
wvifiting one’s native country, induced me to
make a journey to Scotland in the beginning of
laft autumn. As I travelled on horfeback, with
afingle fervant attending me, I was tempted fre-
quently to ftrike out of th¢ common road, for
the purpofe of “enjoying fome of thofe romantic
fcenes with which the northern counties of Eng-
land abound. One evening about funfet, after
traverfing a part of the country, of greatbeauty,
but of a wild and uncultivated afpe&, I en- -
tered fuddenly a narrow valley, where every
Vou. IIT. B thing
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thing wore the appearance of high cultivation ;
and in the judicious blending of ornament with
utility, it was eafy to perceive that induftry had
been guided by the hand of tafte.

While I rode at leifure down a fteep and
winding path, indulging that pleafing fpecies of
reverie to which a fcene of this kind naturally
gives rife, a {maH column of fmoke afcending
from a thick tuft of trees at the bottom, gave
notice of a habitation ; and on turning the cor-
ner of a hedged inclofure, a low manfion broke
fuddenly upon my view, having in front about
an acre of open ground, of which the greateft
part was laid out as a kitchen-garden and fhrub-

[y
-

bery. A level grafs-plot furrounded the houfe,

which was feparated from the garden by a white
rail. The houfe itfelf was of one ftory, extend-
ing, in a lengthened front, with two fmall wings,
at either end of which a fruit-tree was trained
around the window. A green garden-chair was
placed on each fide. of the door,

While furveying with much plcafure this little
elegant retreat, I pafled upon the road a ruddy-
coloured, middle-aged man, in a plain coun-
try-drefs, whole face, it immediately occurred
to me, I had fomewhere before feen. Uncer-
tain, however, whether there might be any thing
more than one of thofe accidental refemblances

which we every day meet with (though I per-
ceived
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ceived that he at the fame time viewed me with
fome attention), I paffed on. Meeting after-
wards with fome labourers returning from
work, I inquired the name of the proprictor
of the little villa I had been contemplating,
and was informed it was a Mr. Saintfort. The
name ftruck me. 1 recolle@ed to have known
at college a Will, Saintfort, a young man of
fome fortune, of a lively turn, and quick parts,
but in the greatef degree thoughtlefs and ex-
travagant. [ remembered to have fince heard
that he had married a fathionable wife, whofe
difpofition was much akin to his own ; and that
he had in a very few years fpent his whole for-
tune. “ Can this,” faid I to myfelf, ¢ be my
<« old companion? Sure I thought I knew his
<« face, and he too recolle@ed mine., Bt muft
¢ be fo: yet how this metamorphofis " Oc-
cupied with thefe thoughts, I had flackened my
pace, and was furprifed to find myfelf once
more joined by the gentleman I had beforc pafl-
ed. < If I miftake not,” faid he,  your name
¢ js D——." ¢ Yes, and yours Saintfort.”—
¢ Thefame. How unexpected this meeting !’
After much mutual gratulation, ¢ Come,”
faid he, ¢ you go no farther this night; nor,
“¢ with my will, for fome days. You muft take
¢ a bed with -your old friend, and fee how
¢ Farmer Saintfort lives.” .

B2 Entreaty
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Entreaty was needlefs; for I was delighted. -
with the rencounter ; and I followed my friend,

" who led the way, to the ftables, and affifted him-

felf in putting up my horfes. He then condu&ed
me into the houfe, which within correfponded
entirely ‘with its external appearance. In a
little hall through which we entered were fome
angling rods and fowling pieces, with a weed-
hood and garden-rake. In the parlour ftood a
piano-ferte, on which lay a violin and fome mu-
fic; and in a corner of the room, which was
fhelved for the purpofe, were ranged a few
books of hufbandry and ornamental gardening,
fome volumes of Englith poetry, Hutchefon’s
Moral Philofophy, Horace; and a few of the La- .

- tin claffics. -

An old fervant now made his appearance, and
received orders to acquaint his- miftrefs to pre--
pare the ftranger’s bed-room," and to get ready
an early fupper. In the interval we fauntered
out into the fields, and pafled the time in ordi-
nary chit-chat about our old companions, tifl
we were fummoned to fupper by a comely boy
of twelve years of age, who, with a girl three
years younger, were my friend’s only children."
Mr. Saintfort introduced me to his wife by the
title of an old and valued acquaintance; and I
found in that Jady the moft perfe&t politene(sl
and affability, joined to that eafy gracefulnefs

of
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of manner which diﬂinguiﬁxes thofe who have’
moved in a fuperior walk of life. Our fupper
was plain, but delicious ; an excellent pullet,
milk in a variety of forms, and frefh vegetables;
our . converfation interefting, animated, and
good-humoured. In my life, I never fpent a
more delightful evening. After Mrs. Saintfort
had retired (like Eve, ¢ on, hafpitable thoughts
¢ intent,”) < There,” faid Saintfort,. < there,
¢« Mr. D ——, is.one of the firft, the beft of wo-
¢ men. Youknew me formerly; and I have
¢¢ marked the natural furprife you fhewed at
¢ finding me in this fituation. You fhall have
“ my ftory ; for to an old friend and compa-
¢ nion, ﬁmple asit is, it cannot fail to be inte-
¢« refting.”

¢ My father’s death, Wthh happened a few

years after I entered to the univerfity, made me,

as you may remember, the envy of many of our

common acquaintance, as-it was generally fup-
pofed I had fucceeded to a fortune of L. 2000
per annum. 1 had before this contraded _many"

habits of extravagance; and the diffipation into
which I now plunged, joined to an indolence of
temper not uncommon at that period of life,
prevented me for a confiderable time from dif-
covering that the free rents of my eftate did-not-
exceed one half of the income I was fuppofed
to poflefs. Even after that difcovery, the relifh

B3 . I'had.

C e

°
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I had acquired for every fpecies of fathionable
diffipation, and the abfurd vanity of fupport-
ing the appearance of a man of fortune, led me
to continue my expences, after I had becomé
convinced that they were leading me to my ruin,

¢ My vanity was not a little flattered by the
attentions fhewn me by the ladies, who, it was
eafy to be perceived, regarded me as a young
fellow, of whom there was fome honour in ma-
king aconfueft. Lucinda N—— was at that time
the ornament of the politeft circles in town.
What her figure was in thofe days, you may
guefs from what you fee it is at prefent. With
every attration of face and perfon, endowed
with every fafhionable accomplithment, and

poflefling a very handfome independent fortune,

fhe had numberlefs admirers. It was no mean
triumph, when I perceived that this little defpot,
" who exercifed upon others all the capricious
fovereignty of a coquette, maintained with me
{o oppofite 2 manner as to convince me of her
decided affe@ion. I availed myfelf of the dif-
covery, which gratified equally my pride and
my paflion ; for I really loved her; and in my
marriage with Lucinda, whofe temper and tafte
were apparently much refembling my own, I
flattered myfelf with the continued enjoyment of
thofe fafhionable pleafures, which I had now ex-
tended the means of procuring.

_ ' “ When
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“ When Ilook back to the firft four years of
my married fate, it is like the confufed remem-
brance of fome tumultuous dream. In that
perpetual diffipation in which we were now in-
volved, and to which the gay and lively temper
of my wife rather prompted than impofed any
reftraint, I did not perceive that her fortune,
confiderable as it was, was totally infufficient to
repair the wafte I had already made in my own.
At length I was awakened from my lethargy by
a refufal of my banker to make further advances
without additional fecurities; and when I ap-
plied for that purpofe to a friend, he frankly told
me that I was generally confidered as a ruined
man, ' '

¢ In place of being overpowered by this in-
telligence, it brought me to my fenfes;—like
thofe violent applications, which, by pain itfelf,
put a ftop to the delirium of a fever. I faw the
folly of concealment, and the inhumanity of al-
lowing my wife to learn our fituation from any
tongue but my own. But to make this terrible -
avowal, occafioned a confli& of mind, fuch as
it is impoffible for me to defcribe. 1 paffed two
fleeplefs nights, without finding courage to un-
bofom myfelf; and Lucinda’s anxious inquiries
at length led to the difcovery. . Th: fhock was
fevere, and for a moment fhe gave way to the
. natural feelings of a woman. It was but for a
B4 moment ;
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moment; —when, as if animated by a new
foul, and infpired -with a. fortitude of mind
which aftonithed me, ¢ Come, my dear Will,”
faid fhe, clafping me to her bofora, ¢ we have -
¢ both been fools; it is fit that we fhould pay
¢ the price -of our folly: But let us thence
¢ Jearn to be wife. Thank God, we are bleft
¢¢ with health, and with each other’s affeQion ;
¢ and there is yet much of life before us.”
¢ But what,”” faid I, ¢ is to be done?”’——
¢ To be done,” faid fhe;—¢ Juftice, in the
¢¢ firft place. Let us learn with accuracy the
< full extent of our debts, and the means we
¢ have to difcharge them.” -.

¢ Tt was a flruggle yet more fevere, to declare
my fituation to the world ; and fuffering under
a feeling of falfe thame, I would have meanly
wafted the time in ufelefs procraftination: but
the noble fpirit of my Lucinda combated this
unmanly weaknefs. It was no furprife to the
world to learn with certainty what had long
been sexpe@ed. In-a little time the amount
. of our debts and effelts was afcertained. with
precifion; and, fetting apart a fmall propor-
tion of my wife’s fortune, which was fecured
to her by law, the reft, together with mine,
fell fhort of the payment of our debts by
L. 2000 Sterling. Having, however, made a
fair furrender of all that was my own, I com-.
‘ pounded
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pounded with my creditors, and. received their
difcharge.

¢ It remained to determine what was to be’
our plan of life for the future. An old do-
meftic of my father’s had been for feveral years
fettled in the north of England, where he rent-
. ed this farm from the Earl of ——. Hither
we propofed to retire for a few months, till
we fhould arrapge our future fchemes. I was
ftruck with the wild and romantic fcenery of this
" beautiful dale; and, harafled as I had been with
care and anxiety, my fpirits were foothed for
fome time by the quiet and folitude of the coun-. -
“ try. I own to you, my friend, that this com-
pofure of mind was not permanent., The man
of the world cannot at once aflume the manners
" and tafte- of a reclufe. The change was too
violent, from the tumult of my former life, to
the dead calm in which I now pafled my time.
After fome. weeks acquaintance had worn off
the edge of novelty, I no longer faw the fame
beauties in the fields, thé woods, the rocks,
that had at firft engaged me. The manners of
the country people offended by their vulgarity;
and in 'the fociety of a few of the neighbouring
gentry.1 found nothing to amufe a cultivated
mind or engage a lively imagination. . 1 Jooks
ed back thh regret to the fplendor and buftle
By of
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of my former life; and, impoflible as it was for
me to indulge in the fame gratifications, I would
gladly have returned to town ; and would, per-
haps, have performed the fame humiliating part
I have feen exhibited by the decayed minions
‘of fathion, fpendthrifts like myfelf, who haunt,
like ghofts, the places of public refort, contermt
‘to be the fpectators of thofe fcenes where they
have formely figured as the moft brilliant adtors.
My Lucinda faw with anxiety this increafing
-difguft, and her good fenfe directed to its pro-
per remedy. ¢ We grow tired,” faid fhe,
“ of this life of ina&ivity. We languith for
¢ want of an objet to occupy us. I have
¢ been meditating a fmall experiment; and if
¢ you approve, we fhall put it in execution.
¢ What if we fhould for a while become farm-
<¢ ers ourfelves ! You are furprifed at the pro-
¢ pofal, but let me explain my meaning. Sup-
¢ pofe our good landlord fhould transfer to us
s the remainder of his leafe; that he fhould
4¢ have the charge of management, with a fuit-
¢ able recompenfe, while the chance of profit,
% and the rifk of lofs, thould be ours. I know
¢¢ he will agree to it, for I have founded him
¢ on the fubje®. The laborious part, the bu-
¢¢ nefs of agriculture, fhall be his, while we

¢ occupy ourfclves in decorating this little fpot,
' ¢ with
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¢¢ with a thoufand embellithments, which na-
§¢ ture points out, and which your good tafte
¢ could eafily execute. Remember, it is only
¢ an experiment. Our bargain muft be con-
¢¢ ditional. If we tire of it, we can when we.
¢ pleafe drop the fcheme, and purfue any
¢ other we chufe to adopt.” To be fhort, Sir,
1 was pleafed with the idea; oug plan was foon
arranged, and I became what you now fee me,

Farmer Saintfort. _
¢ T fet to work with alacrity in the bufinefs
of improvement; and proceeding on the prin-
ciple of uniting beauty with utility, I had, in
the fpace of a few months, accomplithed the
outlines of that plan which I have been conti-
nually occupied fince that time in finithing in
detail. In this employment, in which the mind
has much more fhare than is generally ima-
gined, I found a fource of pleafure infinitely
.beyond my expe@ation. Every day added to
the beauties of my little paradife ; and I had
the fatisfaltion of finding that thofe operations
which the motive of ornament had firft fug-
gefted, were frequently of the moft fubflantial
benefit. The beautiful variety of the ground
was obfcured by an undiftinguithed mafs of
bruth-wood. I enlarged the extent of my
arable ground, by opening fields to the fun,
which had lain hid under a matting of furze
' Bée and
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and brambles. In the formation of a fifh-pond,
I have drained an unwholefome fen, and con-
verted a2 quagmire into a luxuriant meadow.
At the end of the firft year, my tutor in. huf-
bandry gave me hopes that the fucceeding.crop
would double the returns which the farm had
ever afforded under his management; and the
event juftified his prediction. How delightful,
my dear friend, was it for me to perceive that
the tafte of my Lucinda feemed equally adapted
with my own to our new mode of life| Far from
inheriting that inftability of mind with which
her fex is generally reproached, her ardour
was unabated, and every thiought was centered
in the cares of her houfelrold and the educa-
tion of her children. Completely engaged in
thefe domeftic duties, while I fuperintended the
labours of the fields and garden, we had no
other anxiety than what tended to give a zeft to
our enjoyments. In place of feeling time lie
heavy on our hapds, we rofe with the fun,
and found the day too fhort for its occupa-

tions.
¢« We had now learned, by experience, how
very moderate -an income is fufficient to pur-
chafe all the real comforts of lifé. - At the cone
clufion of the third year, on fumming up our
accounts, we found a clear faving of L. 400.
This fum we _might, pcrhaps, without any
. breach
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breach of what the world terms honefty; have
confidered as our. own. But, (thank God!})
flaves as we had been to the world, we had bet-
ter notions of moral reQitude. It was unfit
that we fhould accumulate for ourfelves, while
there exifted a fingle perfon that could fay, we
“had done him wrong. We fet apart this fum
as the beginning of a fund for the payment of
that equitable claim which yet remained to our
creditors; and’ it is now fome years fince we
could boaft of having faithfully difcharged the
laft farthing of our debts. The pleafure. at-
tendant on this refleGtion, you may conceive,
but I cannot defcribe. How poor, in compa-
rifon to it, are the felfith gratifications of 'va-
nity, the mean indulgence of pampered appe-
tites, and all the train of luxurious enjoy-
ments, when bought at the expence of con-
fcience !

¢« Since my reﬁdence here, I have more than
- once made a vifit to town on an errand of bufie
nefs. I there fee the fame fcenes as formerly ;™
and others intoxicated, like myfelf, with the
fame giddy pleafures. To me the magical de-
lufion is at an end; and I°wonder where lay
the charm which once had fuch a power of faf-
cination. But one fpecies of p]eafure I have,
.en;oyed from thefe vifits, which I cannot omit
to mention ; the affetionate welcome I have re-

ceived
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ceived from the moft refpe&able of my old ac-
quaintance. I read from their countenances
their approbation of my condu&; and in their
kindnefs mingled with refpe&®, I have a reward
valuable in proportion to the worth of thofe
who beftow it. Nor is the pleafure lefs which
1 derive from the regard and efteem of my ho-
neft neighbours in the country. Of their cha.
raters I had formed a very unfair eftimate, when
feen through the medium of my own diftempered
mind; and in their fociety my Lucinda and I
enjoy, if not the refined pleafures of polifhed in»
tercourfe, the more valuable qualities of fine
cerity, probity, and good fenfe.

¢¢ Such, Sir, for thefe fourteen years paft,
has been my manner of life; nor do I be-
lieve 1 fhall ever exchange it for another. The
term of my leafe has, within that period, been
renewed in my own name, and that of my fon.
if 2 more a&ive life fhould be Ais choice, he is
free to purfue it. I fhould be content with the
refle@tion of having beftowed on him a hetter
patrimony than I myfelf enjoyed,—a mind un-
corrupted by the profpect of hereditary afluence,
and a conflitution tempered to the virtuous ha-

bits of induftry and fobriety.”

‘Here Mr. Saintfort made an end of his fory. _
" 1 have given it as nearly as I could in his own
9 : words ;
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words ; 'and judging it to afford an example not
unworthy to be recorded, I tranfmit it in
that view to the author of a work which bids
fair to pafs down to pofterity,——I am, Sir,
yoursy '

J.D, -
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Ne 71, SaTurpAY, Fune 10, 17864 .

RQuerite nunc babeat quam noflra fuperbia caufam.
Ovip.

THERE is .no complaint more common

- than that which is made againft the pride
of wealth, The claim of fuperiority which
refts upon a circumftance fo adventitious as that
. of fuddenly-acquired riches, is univerfally de-
cried as the infolent pretenfion of mean and il-
liberal minds, and is refifted with a greater de-
gree of fcorn and indignation, than perhaps
any other encroachment of vanity or felf-im-
portance.

Yet one might obferve in thofe who are loud-*

eft in the cenfure of this weaknefs, a certain
thame of being poor, which in a great meafure
Jufhﬁes the pride of being rich. One may trace
this in their affeation of mdlffcrence to all
thofe pleafures and conveniencies which riches
procure, and in the eulogium they often make,
in defpite of their own real feelings, of the op-
pofite circumftances. When they are at pains
to declare how much better the plain difh and

home brewed liquor fuits their tafte than the

high-

_— .



Neysi. THE LOUNGER. 17

high-feafoned ragout and the high-priced wine,
what is it but difguifing their inability to procure
the luxury under the pretence of their prefer-
_ring its oppofite. Poverty, in this cafe, flies
from her own honourable tattered colours, to
join the frefh and flaunting ftandard of Wealth;
the allows the power of thofe very external cir-
cumftances by which Wealth lays claim to a fu-
periority. The dignity of her ftation fhould
be fupported on other grounds: the little va-
lue of thofe external circumftances in which
Wealth has the advantage, when compared with
the virtues and qualities which money cannot
buy, when fet in competition with that native
purity and elevation of mind, which in the ac-
quifition of wealth we frequently forfeit, and
in its pofleflion we frequently deftroy.

Both in thofe who poflefs riches and in thofe
who want them, falfe pretenfion often defeats
itfelf. It would often be for the honour of
Wealth if he could lay down his infolence,
and for the happinefs of Poverty if the could
fmooth her fcorn. True benevolence and de-
licacy would teach both their proper duties, and
preferve thofe cordial charities of life, which,
in different ftations and in different circum-
ftances, promote alike the comfort of indivie
duals and the general advantage of fociety. _
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But it is only over minds of a higher order
that external circumftances do not poflefs a
power to puth them from that equilibrium in
which virtue and happinefs refide. Ordinary
men will equally feel the inflation of profperity,
and the harfhnefs of a lefs favourable fituation ;
will in the one cafe incur the contempt and de-
rifion of the world, and in the other experience
the grating of a ruffled (pirit. Moderation and
wifdom would teach the one to procure refpe&,
and the other to attain good-humour.

I remember fome years ago,—it was during
_ the laft war, and it is of no importance that I

have forgot the exaét date,~—being invited to
dine at the houfe of Mr. Draper, one of the
moft confiderable merchants in this country.
Mr. Draper twenty years ago was not worth a
fhilling ; but by a courfe of induftry, and great
intelligence in his profeffion, he is reported
fince that time to have realized a very great for-
tune. ) .

The principal part of our campany, I found,
upon entering the houfe, confifted of §ir #il-
kam Roberts, his Lady, and children. Sir Wil-
liam is a country gentleman, the reprefentative
of a very old and refpe&able family, whofe an-
ceftors were once in pofleffion of a great eftate;
but partly from a2 want of ceconomy in fome of
" its proprietors, and partly from the change in
manners.




Ne 71, THE LOUNGER. 19

manners and the mode of living, it is now
dwindled down to an inconfiderable amount.
Sir William, however, ftill feels ftrongly the
pride of ancient family, and is apt to be hurt
by the rife of thofe #new men who are but of

yefterday, 2nd yet overtop him in wealth.
When I entered the drawing-room the com=
pany were pretty generally affembled.  Sir Wil
liam’s manner attralled my notice, and I found
in it the moft finifhed complaifance and atten-
tion. There was a degree of politenefs which
carried in its appearance the utmoft refpect and
condefcenfion to Mr. Draper and his famly; at
the fame time there was a formal diftance which
was calculated te prevent them from ufing any
familiarity with him; and, inftead of thewing
that Sir William really felt high reverence for
the company, . contained evident marks of his
confidering himfelf as much above them. We
ftoop as well as rife with difficulty ; ’tis only on

even ground that we carry ourfelves eafily.
Draper’s manner was very different. 'With-
out being in the leaft moved by Sir William’s
formal obeifance, he went on in his ufual way,,
giving a difplay of the richnefs of his houfe and
furniture, Ihad not been long in the company
when he took occafion to obferve, that he never
knew the times fo bad as now, and never was
money fcarcer. This very morning, continued
he,,
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he, I was applied to for payment of a bond of
L. 10,000, againft next Whitfun-term ; but in-
ftead of waiting for the term, I gave orders that
the money thould be paid immediately. Sir Wil
liam looked, and was filent.

At this time there came into the room a fon
of Mr. Draper’s, a boy about ten years of age.
The boy was at the public fchool of the city;
and that very day, agreeably to a pretty general
- cuftom, the fcholars had been making a pre-
fent or offering, as itis called, in money, to their
mafters. It is the pradtiee, in fuch cafes, for
children of rich parents to vie with one another
who fhall give the greateft prefent; and the va-
nity of the parents is generally as much inte-
refted on the occafion as that of the fons,
¢ Papa,” fays young Draper, ¢ I was King at
¢¢ fchool to-day, having given the higheft of-
¢ fering.”” Sir William faid nothing; but his
fon, a lively little fellow, about the fame age,
and in the fame clafs with Mr. Draper’s fon,
fprung forward, and gave him a blow in the
face, which fet him a-crying. This incident
produced fome confufion, but the company was
at length compofed. -

Dinner was now ferved up. It confifted of
two magnificent courfes and a deffert; and Mr.
Draper frequently obferved, that part of the
dxihes came from his little farm in the Weft In-

dies.
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dies.” ‘Sir William eat but of one difh, obferv-
‘ing, that he always found his health and his ap-
petite beft when he dined plainly. oo

After dinner, a great variety of wines were
fet upon the table. Sir William, inftead of.
drinking the high-priced French and Hunga-.
rian wines, tafted nothing but a little Port and
water ; repeating his former obfervation, that
as he eat, fo he regulated his drinking, for his
ftomach’s fake.

In a little time one of the fervants brought
in Mr. Draper’s letters, Mr, Draper looked
them over, and then began to talk of politics.
He faid, he had got a variety of important intel-
ligence in the difpatches he had received, and
talked with the confidence of a rich man, whofe
credit in point of information was as unim-
peachable as in point of wealth, He men-
tioned, in particular, information which that
day’s poft had brought him, of the deftina-
tion" of 4’ certain “fecret expedition then going
ony; and that he krew well the troops were
about that time making good their landing at
the appointed place. Sir William had, juft the
day before, received a letter from a coufin of
his, the fecond in command on that expedition,
telling him that the troops were not yet failed,
and that their objeét was ftill unknown. Sir
William faid nothing of this, but allowed Mr.,

Draper
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Draper to plume himielf on his fuperior inform-
ation; only I, who knew the circumftance, ob-
ferved a fmile on the Baronet’s face, of which I
could tranflate all the confcious fuperiority.

My attention was now turned to the younger
members of the two families. I obferved Mr.
Draper’s eldeft fon, a good-looking lad of four
and twenty, paying very particular attention to

the eldeft Mifs Roberts, next whom he happened -

to be feated. This attention was not unob-
ferved by the parents. Mr. Draper, with all his
attachment to wealth, was not without the am-
bition of conne&ing his children with ancient
blood; and an alliance with the -family of the
Robertfes, who had long been at the head of the
county, and had frequently reprefented it in
parliament, would not have been difagreeable to
him. As the Drapers had hitherto triumphed
in their wealth, fo now the Robertfes began to
triumph in their anceftry. Mr, Draper obferv-
«<d, that his was as yet but a young family, and
faid fomething of the high refpet he had for
the family of Sir William Roberts; how happy
it made him that his prefent company had eat a
bit of mutton with him, and what fatisfadtion

it would give him to cultivate a clofer friend-

-fhip and conne&ion with them. He therefore
propofed that the company fhould drink a

bumper to their better acquaintapce; and in-
‘ fifted
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fited that Sir William fhould give up his Port
and water, and drink the bumper in Burgundy.
Upon this Mifs Roberts drew off her chair
as far as fhe could from young Ms. Draper :
Lady Roberts bridled up—Mirs. Draper bridled
up in return—Sir William drank off the bumper
of Burgundy.

To break through the awkward filence which
this had occafioned, I fuggefted that one of the
young ladies fhould give us a fong; which pro-
pofal was acquiefced in.  Mifs Draper fung an
Italian air, which fhe had learned of a celebrat-
ed Mafter. - Her father took occafion to tell
the price of his leflons, ¢ It is now your
¢ turn,” faid he to Mifs Roberts. ¢ She never
< fings,” faid her. father, fomewhat fternly. His
daughter blufhed, and was filent. Soon after
the ladies withdrew. The remainder of the af-
ternoon was fpent in Sir William’s drinking his
Port and water, and in Mr. Draper and the
greateft part of his company getting fluftered in
Burgundy and Claret. When at laft, upon a
meflage from Lady Roberts, Sir William joined
her and his children in the lobby, and went off
in the family-coach drawn by four horfes, which
had been employed in that fervice for fifteen
years, and were driven by poftilions with rich
but old-fafhioned liveries.
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N°72. SATURDAY, Fune 17, 1786.

—————Sors ifla Senelle
Debita. Vira.

IN every man’s lot there are certain incidents,

- either regarding himfelf or thofe with whom
he is clofely conneted, which, like mile-ftones
on a road, mark the journey of life, and call
our attention both to that portion of it which
we have already paffed, and to that which it is
probable we have flill to go. The death or the
marriage of a friend, his departure for a diftant
country, or his return from it, not only attral
our notice to fuch events themfelves, but natu-
rally reqall to our memories, and anticipate to
our imaginations, a chain of other events con-
nected with, or dependent upon them. Thofe
little prominent parts of life ftop the even and

unheeded courfe of our ordinary thoughts; and,"

like him who has gained a height in his walk,

we not only look on the objects which lie before

us, but naturally turn to compare them w1th

thofe we have left behind.

* Though my days, as my readers ‘may have

gathered from the accounts 1 have formerly
given,
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given, pafs with as much uniformity as thofe of .
moft men; yet there are now and then octur-
rences in them which give room for this variety
of refle@ion. Some fuch lately crofled me in

“the way; and I came home, after a folitary
walk, difpofed to moralife on the general tenor
of life, to look into fome of the articles of
which it confifts, and to fum up their value and-
their ufe. When Peter let me in, methought
he looked older than he ufed to do. I opened
my memorandum-book for 1775.—1I can turn
over the leaves between that time and this (faid
I to myfelf) in a moment—thus!—and, cafting
my eye on the blank paper that remained, began
te meditate on the decline of life, on the enjoy-
ments, the comforts, the cares; and the forrows
of age.

Of domeftic comforts, I could not help re-"
fle&ting how much celibacy deprives us; how
many pleafures are derived from a family, when
that family is happy in itfelf, is dutiful, affec-
tionate, good-humoured, ‘virtuous. I cannot
eafily account for the omiffion of Cicers, who,.
in his treatife ¢ de Serefute,”’ enumerates the
various enjoyments of old age, without once
mentioning thofe which arife from the poffefe.
fion of worthy and promifing children. Per-
haps the Roman_manners and cuftoms were not

very much calculated to promote this: they

Vou, 1. ' C who
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who could adopt the children of others, were
not likely to be fo exclufively attached to their
own, or to feel from that attachment a very
high degree of pleafure ; or, it may be, the fa-
ther of Marcus felt fomething on the fubjeét of
children, of which he was willing to fpare him-
felf the recolle&tion. But though a bachelor
myfelf, I look with equal veneration and com-
placency on the domeftic bleflings of a good old
man, furrounded by a virtuous and flourifhing
race, in whom he lives over the beft days of his
youth, and from whofe happinefs he draws fo '
much matter for his own. ’Tjs at that ad-
vanced period of life that moft of the enjoyments
of a bachelor begin to leave him, that he feels
the folitarinefs of his fituation, linked to no
furrounding objeéls, but thofe from which the
debility or the ferioufnefs of age muft neceffarily
. divorce him. The club, the coffee-houfe, and
the tavern will make but a few fhort inquiries
after his abfence; and weaknefs or difeafe may
imprifon him to his horae, without their much
feeling the want of his company, or any of their
members foothing his uneafinefs with theirs.
The endearing fociety, the tender attentions of
a man’s own children, give to his very wants
and weaknefs a fort of enjoyment, when thofe
wants are fupplied, and that weaknefs aided,
by the hands he loves. .
Though
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Though the celibacy of the female fex is fill
more reproached, and is thought more com-
fortlefs than that of ours, yet I confefs it feems
to me to poflefs fveral advantages of which the
other is deprived. An old maid has been more
accuftomed to home and to folitude than an old
bachelor, and can employ herfelf in many little
female occupations which render her mere in-
dependent of fociety for the difpofal of her time
and the amufement of her mind. ‘The compa-
ratively unimportant employments of the female
world, which require neither much vigour of
body nor much exertion of foul, occupy her
hours and her attention, and prevent that im=
patience of idlenefs or of inaivity, which fo
often preys on men who have been formerly
bufy or alive, The negative and gentler vir-
tues which charaflerife female worth, fuit them-
felves more eafily to the languid and fuffering
ftate of age or infirmity, than thofe aQive and
fpirit-ftirring qualities - which frequently confti-
tute the excellence of the male chara&er. There
are, no doubt, fome females to whom this will
not apply; to whom age muft be more terrible
than to any other being, becaufe it deprives
them of more. She whofe only endowment
was beauty, muft tremble at the approach of
thofe wrinkles which fpoil her of her all ; fhe
to whom youthful amufements and gaieties were

C2 the




28 THE LOUNGER. Nejm

the whole of life, muft. dread .more than death
that period when they can be no longer en-:
joyed. '

It need fcarce be fuggefted, that, to leflen the
.evils, and increafe the comforts of age in either:
fex, the fureft means are to be found in the cul-:
tivation and improvement of the mind in youth--
To have -fomething, as ‘it were, in Bank, on:
which to fubfift the mind when the fources of
external fupply are cut off ; to allow it fome

room for its natural a&ivity when external em-.

ployments have ceafed ; to preferve that energy
-of foul without which life. is not- only ufelefs
but burdenfome. The former exercife of the
imagination creates numberlefs pleafures, and
jts former foundnefs prevents. numberlefs evils,
to an old man. In propartion ‘to the excellence
of thofe obje&s over which -it- bas formerly
xanged the review of age will be delightful or

.dreary, will call up elegant .or grofs, . cgpafort- -

"able or diftrefling, elevating or.humiliatingy, re-
Jiembrances, Loy

When 1 fay, that of this Better—Cultivated old
age the remembrances will be more delightful, I
do not mean that they will be always more gay.
Of melancholy remembrances this #ate-will na-
turally be more fufceptible, than thofe in-which
memory has lefs ftore, and ative empleyment
itends more to diflipate thought. But who would

exchange

.
———— el
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exchange melancholy remembrances for the apa-
thy of him who thinks only of the prefent?
Who would exchange, for unfeeling content-
ment, that creative memory which peoples the
prefent time with paft joys, paft friendfhips,
-paft love, though the recolle&tion carries fadnefs
along with it? The moft melancholy of all re-
fle@ions which an old man can make, when he
-looks around him, and mifles the companions of
.his youth, the aflociates of his a&ive days, and
exclaims, in the natural language of Petrarch,.
.¢¢ Ed Io pur vivo |”’—e¢ven in this, to one of a
good and pious mind, there is a certain elevation
above the world, that fheds (fo to fpeak) a beam
of heavenly light upon the darknefs around
- him. . .
A late correfpondent, under the fignature of
- Asticus, pleafes and interefts me much, by a na--
tural, though it is not a new defcription of the
.various oecupations and feelings of his old age.
After mentioning thé cheqpered nature of his
-paft life, on the dark fide of which he places-
-the lofs of an excellent wife, and feveral promi{-
ing children, ¢ The memory of thofe dear oh-
_$% jells,!” fays he,. ¢ and-the foothing hope that-
.¢¢ we fhall foon meet again, is now the fouree -
¢ of extreme pleafure to me. In my retired
.¢ walks in the country, I am never alone ; thofe
-%-dear fhades are my conftant companions,”’
C3 Shenfloney.
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8henflone, with a felicity which perhaps our lan-
guage could not have afforded him, has expreffed
this feeling in eight or nine words, to the
force and tendernefs of which I believe no
other words could add. °Tis in the infcrip-
tion on Mifi Dolman’s urn, ¢ Heu quanto mi-
% nus ¢fl cum reliquss werfari quam tui memi-
“ niffe 1

In recollefing thofe whom time has-fwept
from our remembrance, there are fome chdrac-
ters whom, though we lefs refpe@ted, and, rea-
fonably fpeaking, muft lefs regret, we yet can-
not help remembering with a feeling, if not fo
tender, perhaps fully as fympathetic, as the lofs
of much more dignified perfonages might.pro-
duce.—¢¢ Alas, poor Yoric !”’-——Even in what
I have pafled of life, I recall at this. moment the
jefts, the fallies, the thoughtlefs gaiety of feve-
val fuch charalters, with whom one cannot eafily
conneét an idea fo ferious as that of death,
whom I ftill wonder at not meeting in the accuf-
tomed . haunts of their amufement, and cannat,
without vialence to my imagination, think of as
gone for ever,

The regrets of the old for fuch companions
may be the eafier allowed, from the circum-
ftance of their time of life preventing them from
the acquifition of any fuch again. But though
nothing lefs becomes an old man than the levity

: of
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of youthful fociety and youthful amufements,
‘yet to keep up fuch an intereft in them as may
preferve to himfelf the complacency of the
young, and a certain enjoyment of their bappi-
nefs, is one of the great ingredients of a bappy
old age. I fmiled one day at feeing my friend
Colonel Cauflic bufied in fitting up a fithing-rod
for a {chool-boy, the fon of a neighbouring
gentleman, who withed to go an-angling on the
ftream that runs through the grounds. ¢ You
¢ think me very foolifhly employed,” faid the
Colonel ; ¢¢ but do not blame me, till your phi-
" ¢ Jofophy can fhew a happier face of its making
¢ than my friend Billy’s there.”

Some old men forget that they are old, and
fome that they ever were young; the firft are
ridiculous in the imitation, the latter pegvith in
the reftraint, of youthful gaiety. This is,. gene-
rally, the effect neither of good-nature.in the
one, nor of wifdom in the other; -but refults,
in the firft, from a foolith vanity, and from aa
incapacity of thofe better employments and plea-
fures which fuit their age ;2 in the: latten, from.
a fplenetic regret of their incapacity for thofe
employments and pleafures which fuit it not.

Very different from this peevith intolerance
of youth, is that fort of gente diffatisfaction
with the prefent time, which fome of the beft-
tempered old men are inclined to fhew. As a

’ Cs young
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young man, I never complained of this par-
tiality which my feniors difcovered for their own
times, or the injuftice they fometimes did to the
prefent. ’Tis on the warmef and worthieft
hearts that the impreffion of the former age re-
mains the deepeft. The ¢ prifei confeius viy”
is one whom his coevals loved, and whom his
"juniors, whom he fometimes under-rates, thould
regard; as he who is warmeft in the caufe of
his abfent friend, is the man whafe friendfhip
we fhould be moft folicitous to gain.. Perhaps
it may be accounted a fort of proof of my ap-
proaching the period of partiality for the paft,
when I obferve, that the prefent race of young
‘men feem not likely ever to recall their younger
days with the enthufiafm which fome of my
older acquaintance exprefs for theirs. Thatin-
difference which modern fafhion teaches her vo-
taries will have nothing hereafter to remember
_-with delight or to record with partiality.
“ What audience’” (faid the fame excellent friend
‘whom I above quoted} ¢ What audience will
#¢ they find in the nineteenth century, for their
¢ eulogium of the fize of buckles, the height
‘¢ of capes, or the fathion of boots, in the year

« 1785 fadd
Of the foibles of age, avarice has long been
cited as the moft unreafonable and prepofterous ;
yet, Ithink, it is much lefs to be wondered at,
. * though
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though not lefs to be blamed, than the decla-
mation of moralifts- has generally fuppofed.
When excluded from the pleafures which the
ufe of money might procure, we fubftitute, if I
may be allowed the expreffion, the archetype of
enjoyment for enjoyment itfelf, and prize wealth
as the end, when it has ceafed to be the means.
Old ‘men are niggard of their money as theyare
profufe of their talk, becaufe the poflefion of

-~

wealth is one of thofe pleafures in which they can .

equal younger men; as daws and ftarlings can
pilfer and hoard, who are deftitute of plumage
and of fong. 3

But thiere are ufes of wealth which fome wor-
thy and wife old men difcover, that may fupply
this want of obje& for its appropriation. To
beftow it in the purpofes of beneficence, is one
of the ways of fpending money for which a man
isnever.too old; or if fome are o unhappy.as
ta.have: outlived the relith of this, it is-enly
where they bave been at little pains to keep up
in. their' minds thofe better feclings, wbigh
prompt and reward good deeds. That plea-

.fure, which Colonel Cauftic mentioned, of mak-

jng happy faces, is a fort of fine art, which
fome people never attain, and others: caﬁly
h“c. ' R N N N A,

Cs "’
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AMIDST the various branches of the Fine
' Arts in which Ancient Greece excelled,
there feems to be none in which her pre-emi-
nence ftands more undifputed than that of
Sculpture. 1n Mufic the was far diftant from
any perfetion ; and indeed it is in modern times
only that this art has received its higheft im-
provements. In Painting, too, whatever we may
be told of the high admiration in which a Zeuxis
and an Apelles were held by their countrymen,
yet there is very good reafon to believe that the
moderns have far exceeded the ancients. In
Poetry, though we fhall not prefume to fay that
other nations have gone beyond the Greeks;
yet {urely it muft be allowed, that the Roman
poets, as well as thofe of modern times, ap-
proach fo near the Grecian models, as to fuffer
“very little from the comparifon. But in Sculp-
ture the Greeks ftand confefledly unrivalled, as
having attained the fummit of perfeiion, All
the productions, not only of modern, but even
of Roman Sculpture, are acknowledged to be
inferior to thofe perfe& and finithed models
which Greece produced. In fhort, however

1 much
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much the partifans of -modern times may be in-
clined to difpute the palm with the ancients in
others of the Fine Arts, yet in that of Sculpture
all feem to concur in confefling the fuperiority
of the Grecian artifts. -And I think their ar-
riving at fuch excellence in this art may be ac-
counted fer from very obvious and fatisfactory

caufes. ‘
Sculpture or Statuary is one of the imitative
arts which mankind would very early praife ;
and accordingly there are few, even of the maft
uncultivated nations, among whom we do not
find fome rude attempts to form images in woad
or in flone, if not in metal. To reprefent with
any correftnefs and accuracy, a folid figure
upon a plain furface, would not fo readily occur,
as the idea of forming the refemblance of a man,
or any other animal, in flone or marble, Paint-
ing, therefore, is of later invention than Sta.
tuary; and being an art of much greater diffi~
culty, would confequently be much flower of
coming to any confiderable degree of perfe&ion. -
‘T'o acquire the art of properly diftributing light
and fhade, fo as to make the feveral figures ftand
out from the canvas; to poflefs the power of
animating thofe figures with the moft natural
and” glowing colours; to throw them into
groupes of a pleafing form ; to preferve that
perfe& proportion of fize and diftance which
Co6 perfpeQive
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perfpeQive demands ; are thofe excellencies of
Painting which it has required the efforts and
the experience of many fucceflive ages to attain.
To form a finithed ftatue is neither fo complex
nor fo difficult an art. To be able, by means
of the chiflel, to briag the rude block of marble:
to prefent the exa& refemblance of the moft
graceful human form, is no doubt a furprifing
and beautiful effort of induftry and genius; and
it would require a confiderable time before fuch
an art could attain pecfeQion ; but that perfec-
" tion being obvioufly much more eafily attain-
able than any excellence in painting, fo it. would:
neceflarily be much fooner acquired. As more-

readily to be acquired, it would naturally be -

more generally pratifed ; and this cireumftance
again would, in its turn, accelerate the progrefs
of the art. '

‘The athletic exercifes of the Greeks, joined’
to the natural beauty of the human form, for:
which their country and climate were diftin-
"guithed, furnithed ready models for Sculpture.
To Painting they afforded much lefs affiftance.
The mere mufcular exertions of the body are
favourite objells of imitation for the Statuary,
and from the fuccefsful copy he acquires the
very higheft degree of renown. Painting draws
its beft fubjects from other fources ; from the
combination of figures, from the features of
: emotion,,
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emotion, from the eye of paflion. Groupes in
Sculpture (if we except works in relief, which
are much lefs diftin& and ftriking than piQures)
are -perhaps too near nature to be pleafing. It
. is certainly true, as a moft ingenious and excel-
"lent philofopher has obferved, that we are not -
pleafed with imitation when fhe prefles too clofe
upon reality: A coloured fatue is offenfive;
and the wax-weork figures of Mrs. Wright,
" which fhe drefles in the habits of the times, and
places in wvarious attitudes in different parts-of
the room, excite furprife indeed, but never pro-
duce delight.  Sculpture, therefore, thus con-
fined to fingle figures, feems little lefs- inferior
t6 Painting, than was the ode secited by one
pcr{on at the feaft of Bacchus, to the perfest
drama of Sophocles and Exripides.
When Statuary reached its hlgheﬁ,excelience
in Greece, the art of Painting had made but a
flender progrefs, ‘The admiration of the works
which their painters produced, feems to have
.proceeded more -frem a fenfe of the great diffi-
culty of the art, and from fusprife at the effects
it produced, than from the pictures truly merit-
ing the high praifes we find beftowed upon them.
To the eye of tafte, the work of the Statuary
was-the more complete and finithed produétion ;
-the art. was accordingly. more generally culti-
vated 3 and:by the authors of antiquity the ftatues
. of



- g8 THE LOUNGER. Ney;.

-of Greece are more frequently mentioned than
their paintings, are fpoken of, and dwelt upon,
in fuch terms as fufficiently thow them to have
beea confidered as the fuperior and more ad-

- mirable exertions of the tafte and genius of that
elegant people.

If we admit thefe circumftances to account
for the very high degree of perfe@ion which
Grecian Sculpture attained, it will not be very
difficult to explain why they have never been
furpafled, and why the art itfelf has ever fince
declined.” When any art has received a very
bigh, or perhaps its utmoft degree of perfec-
tion, this circumftance of itfelf neceflarily de-
ftroys that noble emulation which alone can
ftimulate to excellence. Confcious of being
unable to furpafs the great models which he
fees, the artift is difcouraged from making at-
tempts. ' The pofts of honour are already oc-
cupied ; fuperior praife and glory are not to
be reached; and the ardour of the artift is
checked by perceiving that he cannot exceed,
and that, after all his efforts, he will not be
able perhaps to equal, the produions of thofe
mafters who have already the advantage of an
eftablithed reputation.

It is for thefe reafons, as has been juftly ob-
ferved, that when the arts and fciences come to

perfeion in any ftate, they from that moment
naturally
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naturally and neceflarily decline; and if this be
“the cafe, then furely the more perfe& degree of
excellence any art has attained, the more cer-
-tain muft be its after-decay. We may indeed
carry the obfervation fomewhat farther, and
affirm, that if the art has arrived at the higheft
-degree of perfeCtion of which it is capable in
any age, or in any fituation, that art will not
only naturally decline amongft the people where
it fo flourithed, but that this circumftance will
prevent its ever being again brought to any con-
fiderable pitch of improvement amongft any
other people, while the firff perfe& models re-
main. The excellence of Homer, whatever
-might be its effels on his own countrymen,
did not reprefs the genius of Virgil or of Lu-
cretius; nor did the reputation of thefe great
poets of antiquity check the ardour of Taffo
or of Milton. But the difference ‘of language,
the infinite choice of fubjeéls, and the variety
of powers which poetry can employ, prevent
the eminence of a poet in one country from
having much effe® in damping the efforts of
the poets in another. With regard to Sculp-
‘ture, however, the cafe is widely different, No
diverfity of fubjefts, no variety of powers to
‘exert, no difference in the mode of expreffing his
‘conceptions, fall to the thare of a Statuary. A

‘cbrre& reprefentation of the exterior human

form,
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form, marked perhaps with fome of the ftrongsr
expreflions of the countenance, the chufing -
a graceful or a ftriking figure, the throwing it
into a pleafing or an interefting attitude, and
the finithing the whole produ@ion with the
moft nice and exquifite workmanthip, confti-
tute the utmoft limits of the Sculptor’s art.
When the higheft "excellence in thefe, there-
fore, has been attained, and while thofe perfect
.models remain, they muft ever after reprefs
emulation in the art,, and crufh all the efforts of
genius. ‘ .
Together with this general caufe,. there is
another which has very much contributed to the
decline of the art of Sculpture in modern times,
and that is, the great improvements, and the
extraordinary pitch of excellence which. Paint-
.ing attained foon after the revival of arts and
letters in Europe. This had naturally the ef-
fe&t of diretting the attention of all ingenious.
artifts to cultivate the art of Painting, where
glory and praife were fure to be acquired, ra-
ther than to Statuary, where no laurels were
to be won.. The models. of ancient Statuary
.held the place of nature to the ftudy and imi-
.tation of the great artifts of- that time: But
imitative ingenuity and ambition had no room
in working on marble, after marbles already
perfe@. T'o tranflate them (if I may be allowed
- the
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the expreflion) into Painting, was an objet
that gave emulation fcope ; and in fa&t it hap-
pened that the chiffel of the Greeks was the
great guide of the Roman pencil. Not only the
novelty of the art of Painting, in confequence
of the improvements it had received, but alfo
the greater field which it afforded for the ex
ertions of genius, contributed to render it the
great obje&t of attention. The more perfect
reprefentation it exhibited of the human form
by the aid of colouring, the variety of figures
which it admitted of being introduced, and the
opportunity it prefented of interefting and en-
gaging the paffions of the beholder, were all
circumftances whieh naturally concurred to make
‘it be held the more favoured and eftimable dif~
play of an artift’s power.,

D
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T is a well-known confolation to diftrefs, to

be told of the like infelicity which others
endure.  Perhaps, therefore, my late corre-
fpondent Mr. Eafy may not be difpleafed to read
the following letters, which will fhow him, if
the relations of my correfpondents are to be
relied on, that matches of love, as well as of
prudence, may have their difadvantages; that
a wife’s affeftion, as well as her ceconomy, may
imprifon a man’s perfon, may exclude him from
his beft focicty, and abridge his moft innosens.
amufements,

To the LouNGER.

SIR, ,
IT was my misfortune to lofe my father in a
few months after I came into the world.. He
was a gentleman of family in the county of —,
where he poflefled 2 moderate fortune, and had
married my mother not much above a year be-
fore his death, When fhe was thus deprived:

of her hufband, fhe had not finithed her twen-
tieth-
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tieth year, and poffefled an uncommon fhare
of beauty, heightened and improved by every
graceful accomplithment, Warmly attached to
my father, the found no relief from her for-
rows, as I have often heard her fay, but in
thofe cares and in that attention which it was
neceffary to pay to me in my infancy. Asl
grew up, I became the fole objeét of my mo-
ther’s folicitude, and fhe transferred to me all
the affeGtion which fhe had borne to my father,
.1 was not ungrateful for all this kindnefs; and
in my mother I found not only a parent whom I
refpe@ed, but a friend whom I loved ; one to
whom I was accuftomed to unbofom myfelf
with perfe& freedom and confidence. Except
a few years, which on account of my education
we pafled in town, we refided chiefly at the fa=
mily-feat in the country. As we faw but few
company, much of our time was {pent in read-
ing, which indeed came to be our favourite
amufement. My mother’s tafte in books coin=
cided entirely with mine. Though we fome-
times read a little hiftory, yet novels were our
favourite amufement; and though my mother
poffefled tafte enough to admire the elegance of
.a Robertfan and the fimplicity of a Hume, yet
we read fuch authors as a fort of tafk, from
which we returned with pleafure to the delight-
ful page of a Richardfon or Riccoboni. In this

‘ charmmg
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charming folitude my days glided fweetly along,
and I never formed a with to quit the fociety
of my beloved mother, or to change the con-
dition of my life. Before I had finifhed my
‘eighteenth year, propofals of marriage had
been made to me by feveral gentlemen of rank
-and condition. As it had ever been the avowed
-principle of my mother, that in that import-
-ant particular a woman ought to be left at
-perfe& freedom, the upon every fuch occafion
‘declined to give any opinion, telling me, that
-as the happinefs of my life was to depend upon
"the choice I fhould make, I had only to com-
fult the diGtates and feelings of my heart. Thus
“left by the tendernefs of my mother to the free-
‘dom of my own will, I found no difficulty in
"giving an anfwer to my fuitors., Refpectable as
“they might be, they could not bear a com-
“parifon with thofe characters which I had been
accuftomed to love and to admire in my fa-
vourite authors; and it had long been my
“fixed opinion, "that without a certain hallowed
‘fympathy of foul, a facred union of hearts,
there was a degree not of indelicacy only, but

of criminality, in forming the nuptial bond.
One day, as my mother and I were upon our
way to pay a vifit at the houfe of a Lady in the
neighbourhood, our road led us along the fide
of a river, whofe high banks, covered with
“wood,
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‘wood, formed a moft romantic and delightful
fcene. While we were admiring the beauties’
of it, fome accident -fcared our horfes on the
very brink of a fteep precipice; and in al’
likelihood the confequence would have proved
fatal, had not.a gentleman at that inftant come
to our affiftance, and refcued us.at the hazard
of his own life. Charmed with the fpirit of
our deliverer, I had now time to examine :him-
with a little more attention. In the bloom of
youth, he poflefled one of the fineft forms I-
ever beheld, with a countenance animated and
interefting in_the higheft degree. Perhaps the
little adventure ‘which introduced him to us,’
difpofed me to view him at that moment with a’
partial eye. Little accuftomed as 1 was to con-
ceal the emotions of my mind, he muft have
been blind indeed, if he did not perceive that
I -was pleafed at finding he was going to the’
fame houfe where my mother and I intended’
to pay-a vifit. If the firft appearance of the
firanger pleafed me, his addrefs, .and manner, -
and converfatien, charmed me ftill more, In
a word, Sir, I found in him all the graces of
a Lovelace, all the virtues and accomplithments
. of a Grandifon, all the fentiment and tender-’
. nefs of aLord Offery. Sit W. Denham (for that
. was his name) appeared to me the moft amiable
man | had ever feen. . I need not trouble you*

i 4 , wtih
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with a recital of the progrefs of our acquaint-
ance. Suffice it to fay, that he made a com-
plete conqueft of my heart, and that I confented
to give him my hand.

. Immediately after our marriage we went to
his family-feat in the country. ‘There the ten-
dernefs and the attachmeat of my hufband
feemed daily to increafe. He lived but to gra«
tify my withes; and I fondly fancied myfelf the
happieft of woman-kind. Alas, Sir! what a
cruel thing it is to have known felicity, and
then to be plunged in wretchednefs ! I, Sir, am
now as miferable as once [ was happy. Not to
keep you in fufpenfe, I have loft the affections
of my hufband. Of this I have hourly the moft
mortifying and the moft unequivocal proofs.
The firft fymptom I difcovered of an alteration
in his fentiments, was the pleafure I found he
took in other fociety, and in amufements of
which I could not partake. When his country-
neighbours come to vifit him, he will fit a
whole evening over his bottle with them, while
I languith alone, negle&ted and forlorn. Nay,
Sir, before we were many months married,
he had the barbarity to leave me for a whole
fortnight, which he fpent in the Highlands, on
a fhooting party, as he calledit. Not only does
‘he prefer thofe frivolous amufements to me,
but he even abandons my fociety, on a pretence

that
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that the mapagement of his affairs requires it.
At this moment he is at an eftate he has in a
diftant county, where he fays he will be detain-
ed by bufinefs for feveral weeks. What is bufi-
nefs or affairs to me, who would with plea-
fure have defcended from a throne to make him
happy !

I am perfuaded, Sir, you will enter into my
diftrefs, and feel the juftice of my complaints, -
As my hufband is a conftant reader of your
paper, I hope that the pi&ure of my fituation
may ftrike him, and lead him to alter a condu&t
which I own I am unable longer to endure.
Yours, &ec.

Louisa DeNnam,

-SIR,

AT the age of twenty-two, I fucceeded to a
paternal eftate of L. 2000. Soon after

the death of my father, to whom I was indebted
for an excellent education, I fet out on my
travels; and after making the Grand Tour, I
returned to my native country at the age of
twenty-{ix, and found myfelf poffefled of a for-
tune more than fufficient for my withes, with
a found conftitution, a difpofition to enjoy all
the pleafures of fociety, and a heart fufceptible
of friendfhip and attachment. Soon after my
return, a fortunate accident introduced me to
the
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the acquaintance of Mifs Louifa M——. Al-
though accuftomed to fee and to admire beauty,
yet 1 could not help being forcibly ftruck with
that of Mifs M ——. Beauty, hewever, though
it may dazzle for a moment, feldom makes
a lafting impreflion on one who had feen fo
much of the world as T had. But there was
fomething at once interefting in the looks and
engaging in the manners of Louifa, that attracted
me with an irreGflible charm. Even her art-
lefs fimplicity, and her ignorance of the world,
rather pleafed from its novelty ; accuftomed to
the coteries of Paris, and the fociety of women
whofe converfation, ideas, and manners dif-
fered little from that of the men with wham they
lived, I was charmed with the nasveté of Louifa.
In her obfervations there was a remarkable
delicacy and juftnefs of thought, often, it is

" true, accompanied with a degree of romantic
wildnefs and enthufiafm, which, fo far from
difpleafing, ferved rather to throw. an additional
charm around her.

I foon found that I was not indifferent to
Mis M ; and having paid my addrefles to
Ker, was honoured with her hand. For fome
time after our-marriage, I was completely bap-~
py; and would have continued fo, were it not
for one fingle weaknefs in my Louifa, which
has occafioned much uneafinefs to us both, and
ew]l 1 fear, if not corre@ed, embitter all our’

future




“Neyg THE LOUNGER. 49

future days. - *T'is of fuch a fort, Mr. Lounger,
that I have no term by which to blame it; I can
only defcribe it by inftances. When I went
home after my marriage, my neighbouf$ natu-
rally came to pay their compliments on the oc-
¢afion. Although I fometimes .would rather
have difpenfed with their prefence, which I
could not help feeling as an interruption to that
happinefs which I experienced in the converfa-
tion of my Louifa; yet common civility re-
quired that I fhould receive them with polite~
nefs. One day Sir George Hearty, an old
friend of my father’s, and ever warmly attached
to the intereft of our family, came to dine with
me. Asl knew that Sir George liked his bottle,
1, though naturally averfe to any approach to
excefs in the wayof drinking, could not help in-
dulging the good old man in a glafs extraordi:
nary. When we rofe from table, I found my
wife int her apartment diffolved in tears. Afto-
nithed and affeled to the laft degree, I inquired
the caufe with all the impatience of the moft
anxious folicitude. At length the, with a look
of melancholy that diftrefled me to the foul, faid,
that fhe found no happinefs in any fociety but

ine; and that if I loved like her, I could

nd no pleafure but in her’s.

Not long after, I received a letter from the
fon of an Englifh nobleman, with whom I had

Vou, III. D been
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been educated at fchool and at college, and
with whom I had ever after lived in habits of
the ftriQeft friendthip, putting me in mind of
2n engagement | bad come under when laft in
London, to fhow him fome parts of the High-
lands of Scotland, and to pafs fome time with
him there in growfe-fhooting. I immediately
made the neceffary preparations for this excur~
fion, and not doubting that my wife would be
happy to fhew every mark of attention to the
chofen friend of my youth, I wrote to him to
haften’ his journey to Scotland. When he ar-
rived, it was with pain I obferved that my Lou-
ifa, fo far from participating the joy 1 felt at the
fight of my friend, feemed to fink in fpirits in
proportion as I was overjoyed on the occafion, .
1 left her in a fituation which diftrefled me at

" the time, and the refle@ion of which damped
all the joy I fhould otherwife have found in tha

fociety of my friend. I fhortened our excur»

fion, although I faw it rather difappointed him,

in order to get home as foon as poffible. In-

ftead of being received by my Louifa with that

pleafure which I experienced in feeing her after

this fhort abfence, I found her ftill oppreffed

with that melancholy in which I had left herg

It is needlefs, Sir, to detain you with a detail

. of further particulars. In a word, I find that
my wife confliders my partaking in any amufe

o ment,
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ment, joining in any focicty, or engaging in the
moft neceflary and effential bufinefs, as a mark
of want of attachment and affction to her.
That romantic turn of mind, which at firfk
charmed me fo much, and which her natural
good fenfe has not enabled her to reftrain with-
in due bounds, leads her to fee every objeét
through a medium very remote from the oce
currences of ordinary life. As fhe is a reader
of the Lounger, I beg you will favour us with
a paper on. the danger of encouraging this en-
gaging fort of delufion, fo apt to captivate a
young ang¢ a virtuous mind, but which I find,
from fatal experience, leads to much mifery and
diftrefs,—Yours, &c,
- ‘ W. DENHAM.

» it ;might be fuppofed, that the Lounger, whe
has fomehqw been led to confefs himfelf 2 ba-
.chelgr, wpuld not be much diffatisfied at receiv-
ing, in,fuch letters, as the abeve and-Mr. Eafj's,
a fort. of teftimony ef the. inconveniencies of
marriage, He muft however declase, that
* they, afford him no kind of fatisfattion ; nor
indeed do the complaints of thofe correfpond-
ents induce him to think at all unfavourably
of that ftate in which they have found the em-
D2 barraflments
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barraflments they deferibe. Want of judgment
in our choice, or ridiculoufly fanguine expecta-~
tions from what we poflefs, will, in every article
of life, produce difappointment and chagrin ;.
and the fituation from which the greateft fe-
licity may be drawn, muft neceffarily be that
from which moft uneafinefs may fpring. But
the relations of misfortune are generally exaga
gerated. From Mprs. Eafy 1 have reeeived a let-
ter, denying more than half of her hufband’s
aflertions, .My correfpondent Alcandey’s sela-
-tion on the ather fide of thc.quclgxonﬂgne ts
with perfe&t credxt from me,. I myfglf k
feveral couples as happy. as hls Eupbanor apd
Almeria; it is probably owing te the guth of
its wecital, that his Jetter feems to me notfo well
calculated for the entertainment of my readers,
as thofe which perhaps barrow a ht;]:e frqw
tion, to furnith out their diftrefles. U;e ﬁlcs
«f to:day, in particular, I have takcn Lhe}; Rty
to sead to_fome, of the moft crcdltal;le of. my
married agquaintance, who arg unamt,nous in
- declasing the diftrefs of which. they comglam to
.bc.perfeéﬂy outof naure. .. . ..,

CEV . S Cor o
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90 .

»fmﬂ. - Saturpay, Tuly 8 1786.
oppo barbara quella legge, che wuol di fparn

éd cuar delle donne a cofto dalia loro rovina.

" Gorponr.

PUPEI A0 RN

’f'o the Av'rm of the Lommnn, :
SIR, Avignon, May 1786\.
YOUW:H ‘perhaps be furprifed at receiving
a letter ftom this place; but if you poflefs
that Bene\volence which from- your writings
‘ofie i&’ Iéd ¢o afcribe to you, the unfortunate
from any quarter may claim fome of your no-
My flory, I believe, will not be without
its ufe, and if 'you knew that fort of melan~
choly indulgence which I feel in addreffing a
Jetter to my native: country!-—But I will not
" Bive ‘way to feeling; I mean fimply to relate;
and fituated as 1 am,. banithed from the world,
" afid loft to-myfelf; I can tell my fory,—I think
I can,—as that of a third perfon, in which
though I may be interefted, I will yet be im-

partial,

My father poflefled a {mall patrimonial eftate
i the county of ——, and married, in early
D3 life,.
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life, a Lady whofe birth was much above her
fortune, and who unluckily retained all the pride
of the firft, tho’ itbut ill fuited the circumftances
of the latter. The confequences were fuch as
wmight naturally be looked for, My father was
involved in an expenfive ftyle of. life, which in
a few years obliged him to fell his eftate for pay-
ment of his debts. He did not live to feel the
diftreffes to which he might have been reduced;
and after his death, my mother took up her re-
fidetce in a country-town, where the pittance
that temained from the reverfion of my fatlier’s
xffeQs, affifted by a fmal penfion from govern-
ment, which a diftant relation of my mother’s
procured for us, enabled her to educate me on
that fober plan which neceflity had now taught
der to adopt.

Qur fituation, however, ﬁtll allowed her to
“ix fomething of the genteel in my education :
‘and the place in which we lived was inhabited
by feveral families, who, like ‘s, had retired
from more public and expenfive life,” and fill
‘retained fomewhat of that polith which foraser
“intercourfe with the fafhionable world kad gon-
ferred, At the age of feventeen, therefore, I
was, I believe, tolerably accomplifhed ; and
though 1 knew nothing of high life, nor indeed
"withed to know it, yet I poflefled a degree of
refinement and breeding rather above what the

circum-
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~ circumftances of my mother might have been
expeQied to allow. '
. Of my beauty, I was, like other gxrls, fomeo
what vain ; but my mother was proud to an exs
treme degree. She looked upon ‘it as a gift:by
which my fortune and hers were to be made, and
confequently fpared no poffible piins to fet it
off to advantage. Its importance and its powek
were often inculcated on me; and my ambition
was daily inflamed by the recital. of the wealth
and ftation which other girls.had acquired by
marriages to which their beauty alone had ins
titled them. I think I heard thofe inftanced
with more indifference than my mother withed
I fhould; and could not eafily be brought tq
confider all happinefs as centered in riches oF
in rank, to which her withes and hopes WErg
conftantly pointed.

“Thefe hopes, however, accndcnt put it in hcr
power to accomplifh. At the houfe of -one of
the ‘gentecleft of our acquaintance (who -ha§
two daughters nearly of my age) we met with
M¢. M<—, a gentleman whom the lady of tha
boufe introduced particularly to us, as a man
of great fortune and fingular worth. Mr. M——
was paft the meridian of life; he had the look
and air of 2 man who had feen the world, and
talked on moft fubjedts with a degree of fhrewd:
and often farcaftic obfervation; which met with,

D4 much
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much applaufe from the older part of the com-
pany, but. which was not at all calculated to
pleafe the younger. ‘The enthufiafm of attach-
ment, of feeling, and of virtue, which our
reading fometimes induced us to mention, he
ridiculed as exifting only in the dreams of poetry,
or the fanciful heroes of romance; but which
fenfe and experience neither looked to find }a
others, nor ventured to.indulge in ourfelves. In
thort, my companions and I hated and feared
bim ; and neither our averfion or our fear was
at all removed by the le€tures of our mothers ont
his good fenfe and agreeable manners, - '
Thefe leGtures were at laft beftowed with
particular emphafis on me, and, after a day or
two’s preamble of general commendations, he
was formally propofed to me by my mother as
a hulband. He himfelf, though he made his
court chiefly to her, was now pretty fedulous
in his attentions to me ; and made many fpeeches’
to my .beauty, and proteftations of his Jove,-
which I heard with little emotion, but whick-
iy mother, and her friend whofe guefts we
were, reprefented as the genuine expreflions of
the moft fincere and ardént attachment. Of.
love I had formed fuch ideas as girls of my age
generally do; and though I had no particular .
preference for any one elfe, I did not hefitate
in refufing him, for whom I had hitherto con-
ceived
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ecived nothing but difguft. My refufal'increafed
the ardour of my laver in his fuit: to me he
talked in common<place language of the anguith
it caufed him ; to my mother he fpoke in the
language of the world, and increafed his offers
in -point of- fettlement to an exorbitant degree,
Her-influence . was proportionally exertéd, * She
perfuaded,. - implored, and was- dngry. "THe
hixury and happinge(s of that ftate which Fimiglit
Boquiré. were warmly painted; the félly, ‘the
impiety, of depriving myfelf and her of fo eomZ
fortable - an - eftablifement, .. was 'ftrongly ' held
forth ; the good qualities and' generofity of M
M-y, were. expatiated on ;. thofe ideas' wHich*
I yeptured.to plead as seafons Yot -my rdjedtion
were.ridiculed.and exploded. —~——At my:tima.of
life, unufed to reliftance,, fond of my mother,: zad.
accuffomgd to be guided by her ;) 'perliaps]itoby
fomewbat dazzled with the profpedt of the fituas
tion-which this marriage would open to me 4 it
is pog furprizing that. my. fis ft. refplazioris wiere?
overcome..- 1 became the wife of Mr, M <aid>
. Foe fome time the-happinefs they had promiifed:”
faemed to-attend me.- My hufband was warih,’
ifinpt tender in'his attachment ;.- my wifhes for’
myfelf were not only indulged, but prompted ;°
and .his-kindnefs to my mother-ahd my ftiends
was.anbounded. 1 was grateful to Mr. M— |
1 regarded; I cfteemed, I withed to love him,
Ds On
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On the birth of a fon, which happened about a
year after our marriage, he redoubled his affidui-
ties about me. I was more happy, more grate-
ful ; I looked on my boy, his father carefled
hlm and then it was that I loved Mr. M---
indeed.

This happinefs, however, it was not my good
fortune long to enjoy. Some projeéts of poli-
tical ambition, in which Mr. was engaged,
called him from thofe domeftic enjoyments
which feemed for a while to have interefted
him, into more public life. We took up our
refidence in the capital, and Mr. M—— intro-
duced me to what is called the beft company.
Of his own fociety I foon came to enjoy but
little. His attachment for me began vifibly to
decay, and by degrees he loft altogether the at=
tentions which for a while outlived it. Sullen
and filent when we were alone, and either ne-
gle&ful or contemptuous when we had com-
pany, he treated me as one whom it would have
degraded him to love or to refpeét ; whom it
was fcarce worth while to hate or to defpife. 1
was confidered as merely a part of his eftablifh-
ment; and it was my duty to do the honours of
his table, as it was that of his butler to attepd
to his fide-board, or of his groom to take care
of his horfes, Like them too, I was to minifter
to his vanity, by the fplendor of my appeare

ance ;
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ance; I was to fhew that beauty of which he
was malter, in company and at public places,
and was to carry the trappings with which he
bad adorned it, to be envied by the poor and
admired by the wealthy. While my affeGtion
for him continued, I fometimes remonftrated.
againft this. His anfwers were firft indifferent,.
and then peevith. Young, giddy, and fond
of amufement, I at laft began to enjoy the part
he afligned me, and entered warmly into that
round of diffipation, which for a while I had
pafied through without relifth, and often with
felf-reproach, My fon, who had becn my tie
to home, he took from me, to place him in the
family of a former tutor of his own, who now
kept a French academy; and I never had a
fecond child. My fociety was made up of the
gay and the thoughtlefs; women who, like mey
had no duty to perform, no laudable exertion
to make, but who in the buftle of idlenefs were
to lofe all thought, and in the forms of the world
all honeft attachment.

For a confiderable time, however, a fenfe of
right, which I had imbibed in my infancy, rofe
up occafionally to embitter my pleafures, and to
make me afthamed of the part I was aling,
‘Whenever Mr. M— took the trouble of per-
ceiving this, it ferved him but as a fubje& for ri-
dicule. The reftraints of religion, or nice mo-

D6 rality,
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rality, he was at pains to reprefent as the effeQs
of fanaticifm and pedantry ; and when 1 fecuped
furprifed. or fhocked at the principles he held
forth, he threw in a fneer at my former fituation,
" and hinted, that but for him I had beewfiill:the

awkward ignoraat thing he found me, - .. -
Yet this man expedted that I thould bewird
tuous, - a8 that word is ufed by the world ; -that
" 1 fhould guard that honour which was.his, while
every other principle -of my own redlitude wes
extinguifhed. For a long time it was fo. . My
horror at thatdegree of depravity.wasnat to-be
overcome, gven amidft.the levitysito call it ne
worfe, of manners which 1 faw -comimuajly
around me,-and which, as far-as it was a muaric
of fathion, he feemed to wifh me to participate:
Still in the pofleffion of youth and beauty, ‘I did
not efcape folicitations ; but L repelled them
with a degree of xefentment whick I often heard
the very man whofe bonour it guarded typat as
affe@ation in any weman who fhould pretend it.
He would frequently repeat from the Letters of.
Lord Chefterfreld, that a declaration of lave to a
woman was always to be ventured, becaufe,
even though it was rejected, fhe would accept of.
it as a compliment to her attradtions. . 1 bad
foon opportunities of knowing that Mr, M——
was as loofe in his pradtice as in his principles.-
His mﬁdelxtlcs, indeed, he was not at much.
. pains
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painsito conceal’; ‘and ‘while I continted ‘to'up-
braid him, was at almoft as little pains to éxcufe,
. In fuch circumftances, was it fo' be wondered
at if my virtue was not always proof againft the
ateacks to which it -was expofed? Withi a huf- -
band unequal in years, loft to' my &ffeQion, us
I was cifbfram his, and treating me as ond from
whom: no-{ove or duty was to be expelled;:a
bufband whofe principles were coriupt, whofé
eonvetfation was loofe, whofe infidelity gave a
fot€ of jaftize to'mine;’ furrounded at the fime
time by young men whofe perfoss’' weré attrdc-
tive;. whoft manners were enpaging, whofe ob-
feiynious . attewtions were contrufied withimy
bufband’s negle®, and whofe-prevended adura-
tion. and refpeét were oppofed: to his' ridehefs
and ‘contempt :~—~Was it wonderful, -that: thus
fituated, expofed fo temptation, andl ungtiarded
by principle, I thould forget firft the Yeffraints
of prudence, and then the obhgatxons ‘of virfue?
Reﬁgnéd as’ I now am to my fituation; ¥ ¢dn
ook on it as a kind interpofition of Providence,
that detetion foon followed my firft deviations
from virtue, before I had Toft the (ee]mgs of
fhame and contrition, before I had wandered an
urecoverable diftance from duty, from prin-
cipte; Fromi religion. - “Here, in this place of
banifimént which the mercy of my hufband al-
lotted me, I hive met with fome benevolent
guides,
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guides,. who have led me to the only fources of:
comfort for mifery and remorfe like mine ; who
bave given me a ftation in which, amidft the-
obloquy of the world,. amidft the humiliation of*
repentance, I can ftill in fome degree refpe& my-
felf ; who have taught me to cultivate my mind,.
to improve its powers, to regulate its principles;.
who have led me to a jufter value of this life, to-
a fincere hope of the next.

~ Humbled, and I truft improved by afliction,.
I will not indulge either vindication or refent-
ment ; the injuries I have done my hufband I.
am willing to expiate (as,.alas! he knows I do)
by penitence and by fuffering ; yet, for his own
fake, and for the warning of others, let- me afk
him, If, for thefe injuries.to him, and fufferings
to me, he never imputes any blame to himfelf .
I am told he is loud in his charges of my in-
gratitude and perfidy. I again repeat, that §
will not offer to apologife for my weaknefs or
my crimes. But it would be more dignified in
him, as well as more juft, were he to forget
rather than to reproach the woman whofe perfon .
he bought, whofe affeCtions he defpifed, whofe
innocence he ‘corrupted,—whofe ruin he has

caufed ! ,
SOPHIA Me—,
v
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No. 76 Sarurpay, Fuly 15, 1786.

VN

f-HS _day’s Paper I devote to correfpond-

ents. The firt of the following letters I
was particularly defirous to infert foon, as its
fubjeét is of that tranfient kind which might fuf-
fer from delay In drefs, as well as in charac-
ter, there is often, in thefe, times of change,
¢¢_the Gyn{bia of the minute,”

To the AuTHOR of the LOUNGER.

SIR, Edinburgh, Fuly 6, 1786.
I Underftand that gentlemen who formerly
held the fame fort of office which you nows
exercife among us, were in ufe to appoint cerw
tain deputies, to whom they committed parti~
cular departments. As you, Sir, feem now ta
be fo well eftablithed in yours, that you may
paflibly think of follewing their example, I make
bold to foli¢it an appointment, or, failing of that,.
your patronage at leaft to an undcrtaking, of
which this town feems to ftand much in needy
and for which I flatter myfelf I am tolcrably well
qualified,
One
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One of your extenfive obfervation, Mt: Loun-
ger, muft have remarked how defe&tive we are
in point of general or early information in dréfs,.
and piow loag it is before we accommgdate our-
felves univerfally to that perfe& ftandard which:
the metropolis of England affords, . Wie are
often miferably in the rear of the fafhion ;'and;
except one or- two favoured -ladies, who have-
been accidentnlly in-London; the butk of-buy
fine womea don’t get imte the mode all 9¢is
quite upon the wane ameng our fouthern reight:
bours. - The Ofirich bead did- pot make. its ap:-:
pearance here till half a-feafon after it had:beon:
worn in London. The other ernd-of the:oftrieh:.
was ftill later of geaching us. Fhdt wasindeed-
partly owing te an accident; the firft dec (as it
is a bulky article) was coming down by fea in-a
flip that was wrecked, and a fricnd- of mine;,.
who had the merit of -the firfk commiffion, lof
confiderably in bettomry on the veflel, At this-
very moment I fee pafs my door a- great- many
Brimftone ribbons, though, it is.two' months
fince my letters from London inforgs me they .
were quite out there.  As long ago as the @ome
memoration, there were none but Celeffials: pree .
fent, not a fingle Brimflone in the Abbey. ' - ...

" ‘This inconvenience, Sir, might eafily be re-
medied by a fpeedier communication of intelli-
' gence
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gence between the capitals of England and of
Scotland, . more efpecially if a2 public appointe
ment were. made of fome perfon from whonx
fuch, intglligence. could here be obtained, and
who fhould be anfwerable for its authenticity,
*Tis for-this affice, Mr. Lounger, I venture to
propofe myfelf. 1 have.been at a good deal of
paingy Sjry-to: eftablith fuch-a coerrefpondence at
Lopdon, and evea at. Paris, as I truft will enable
me o {upply. myfelf, not only with intelligence,
but with ordals. of every aeticle of Drefs, as foon
as i@lgwm-imo1eozﬁrmed--fa&ion<§ and I wilk
take-date. to exhibit-at:certain ftated feafons a
fet of, Poupées, which I -flaster myfelf will cona
vey from :my fhop-window a -perfe& idea of the
reigning “drels -and undrefs of the fathionable
world. . At prefent, the little figures which ara
ftationed theve' are looked on nterely as toys for
childreny ‘But 1 hereby give notice, that, with
yourJeave, My, Lounger, I thall, on the firft
day ofiche-enfuing race-week, convert them ta
a more dignified as well as a more ufeful pur«
pofes: that they will then reprefent, on one fide
of my'window, a fet of fathionably drefled gentle=
men, 'and-on-the: other a party of fathionably

drefled ladies;
There never, I imagine, Sir, was a period
when fuch a ftandard was of fo much import«
ance
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ance in this country. The proportion of the
value of drefs to that of the wearer, particular-
Jy in the Fair Sex, is wonderfully increafed of
late years in Edinburgh. OFf the firft I think I
am 4 tolerably géod judge, and ean eftimate, L
believe, within a few fhillings (fuppofing the-
underworks to be of the ordinary materials), the
value of any lady’s apparel. Of the value of
the lady herfelf I do not pretestd to be a judge =
in fome inftances within my little- experience, I
have obferved the eftimate to differ confiderably
at two different periods, as it happened te be
#hade by the lover or the hufband at the firft,.
they bore a premium, as we fay in bufinefs; at
the latter, theré wad rather a difcount, :-Bue
taking things at af average, I am told;-eur mo=
fhers and grandmothers were as precious -ir
themfelves as our wives and daughters. -But as.
for their covering, there is, in all ranks, a grent
increafe of coft, even in my time : for though
the old Points and Brecades came high at firfky
they went through generations, like an entailed
eftate : our drefs has as much the advantage in
variety as in elegance; it docs not outlaft-a
lady’s fancy. *Twas but t'other morning I fold:
fome of my Bloom of Rofes to the wife of & grocer
. ¢f my acquaintance, who looked at fome of my
toys from bgneath a bonnet that muft have ftood.
ber in a couple of guineas at the leaft ; yet were:

fhe:
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the to be fet up to aution—but I with to avoid
all perfonal refle@ions, Mr, Lounger.

You, Sir, who underfiand fuch fubjeéts, might
perbaps with to correé thedifproportion between
apparel and ftation, between the gaudinefs of
drefs, and the age and charalter of the wearer:
Lonly pretend to regulate it according to the
mode, .or perhaps a little according to the com-
plexion. In both I fee the greateft miftakes at
prefent. . There is a-lamentable negle& among
vs of sll propriety in that mater. We areill
informdd even of the names of the articles we
wea . . People come to years of difcretion fcarce
know the difference between a plain Hat and 2
Lunardiy and T have heard a lady; who I was
told had a very good education, iftake a Pares
ebute for a Fitxberbert, .

Befides the knowletige of drefs in the abftradl,
Mr. Lounger, there is another branch of in-
ftruétion, which lfes, if I may prefume to fay fo,
in the middle between your province and mine,
that is," the art of making the moft of one’s felf
in one's drefs, after one has got it on. I be-
lieve, 8ir, I can find an affiftant who will un=
dertake this department; who can teach the
Jadies the fmart tofs fuitable to the new-fathioned
turned-up hat, the languith of eye that is to be
pradtifed under the curtain of the Lunardi, and:
the hoydenifh roll that becomes the Laitiere;,
- . . and
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and in the fame way, who will fhew the gentje-
men the lolling air that {uits the open waiftcoat
and flender fwitch, and the fierce one that accezds
with the knotted neckcloth and fhort thick
bludgeon. In the mean time, however, | fhall
content myfelf with exbibiting my figures-in 3
quict ftate ; if I meet with fuitable encourages
ment, I may, with my friend’s aﬂi&lnce,. jarte]
them into Automata, and teach them ta go through

their exercife after, the moft approved methods 1,
I have the honour to be, with great refpad
your moft obedient and moft humble fervant,

v eveswen ene-RE - JENKING

Town'l was b little forprited at'the ¥ Te of
Mr. Jenkin’s letter, till, turning over the Teafy'1
found a poftfeript, in which (after urging's’ p?&a
of favour on account of the late impofition of
the perfumery-tax which was to take place the
very day his letter is dated) he candid]y acknow- .
fedges, that the fubftance only of that letter is
his own, but that his propofal was. put igto: thape
by a neighbour and cuftomer. of bis. I am pef-
feQly fatisfied of the ufefulnefs of his plang and,
#s far as I may aflume any juriiction in,.the
matter, am extremely willing to.inveft him with.
the appointment in queftion, provided the gantle-
man who wrote his letter continues to-act-as his.
fecretary, :

As
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- As'to his ‘propofal of teaching young Ladies
and°Gentlemen the exercife of drefs, I thall take
tithe'to confider of it. At prefent I am rather
helined to believe it unneceflary. I think he
d6e$ my countrymen and countrywomen ine
Juftice 'iti fuppofing them to require inftruion
infthat'particular.  On fome late field-days, or
fither fitMd evenings, at which I happéned to be
peefeiit) [ have feen fome of ‘them go through

thci’b‘@%luuons in a very maﬁcrly and tmﬂl'efsly
dsner, .
T R

"/:‘-,:‘i/'_':t R —

5 A e Geond letter was left at my Bditor’s, as
the Gaprhoy informed Mr. Creech, by 4 fhort
;pqu,ﬁced gentleman, who feemed, when he
:gayg itin, ta, he vc,ry much out of humwt.

.!.

san L R

- ~-”’I‘arb¢ Au'rnon of the Lovnaxn. ‘

1.
e

J\‘ 3 I R, ¢ ’
I Can’t help complaining to you'of a grievance
T+ which I do nét remember tb have feen taken
‘Totioe ofy.‘at leat not exadly in the way it af-
Heols.me, in any treatife on Converfation. :
» ‘Hege in’ the coffechoufe I frequent (and you,
JSor-aught: k.know, may have often witnefled
the thing in your proper perfon) is one Mg,
Glib, who is the greateft gueffioner I ever met
with

i
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with in the ‘whole courfe of my life. This,
however, though plague enough of itfelf, is
but half the injury of which we have to com-
plain from him. Mr. Glib, Sir, not content
writh the queftion, always takes the an{wer upon
him likewife ; fo that it is impoflible to get in a
word. I fhalt illuftrate my meaning by giving
you, verdatim, his converfation this morning.
#le came in wiping his forehead, and, as I
boped, out- of breath; but he was fcarcely
feated when he began as ufual : ¢ Mercy on us!
< how hot it is! Boy, fetch me a glafs of Port
<< and water. Dr. Phlogifton, did you obferve
% what the thermometer ftood at this morning ?
¢¢ Mine was at 76 in the thade.—~Well, this has
¢ cleared my throat of the duft a little.—What
“« a duft there is in the New Town! Gentle-
¢ men, wereany of you in Prince’s Street fince
<¢ breakfaft ? I went to call on afriend who lives
< at the farther fide of the Square, and I had
< like to have been fmother’d.—Sir John, how
« were you entertain’d at the play laft night?
'« Mprs. Pope’s playing was admirable,  Were
%¢ not you amaz’d at the thinnefs of the boufe ?

'« But fathion, not tafte, rules every thing.
<« Give the women but a crowd within, and a
e R]Ueeze at the door, and they don’t care a
< pin for the excellence of the entertainment,—
« Captam Paragraph, how long is it fince L}?:

po

"¢
Lo
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<¢ poft came in? I got my paper about an hour
< ago.—When is it thought Parliament will
¢¢ rife? I have a letter that fays the xgth,—
« Mr., M‘Bblbéer, you are a Highlander, what
<< is ypur opinion.of thofe encouragements tg
s< the fithery ! 1 have no great notion of build+
¢ ing tqwns; find the birds, fay I, .and they
< will find nefts for themfelves.—Mr. Rupee
¢ (you have been in India), what do you fay to
<¢ this impeachment? I am inclined to think it
¢¢ will come to nothing.—Pray, what is the
<¢ exalt definition of a bxJfe ? I underftand it to
<< be a package for diamonds, as a rouleay is for

gumeas.—Ha ! is not that Mr. Hazard walk+
“ing gvonder, who came yefterday from Lon-
@ dpn Yes it is, I know him by his gait.—
« er, is my cane any where near you? Ohl
<< yes, I left it in the corner of the box. —Boy,
<t how much did [ owe the houfe fince yefter-
¢ day ? Eighteen-pence. Here it is.”

Now, Mr. Lounger, you muft be fatisfied
what an aggravated offence this way of talking
of Mr. Glib’s is, againft other people who with
to have fome fhare. in the converfation. The
moft unconftionable querifts, if they keep within
their own department, are contented with half
the talk of the company.: Mr. Glib cuts it ia
two, and very modeftly helps himfelf to both.
pieces. When he has fet the fancy agdg, and

1 one’s
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one’s tongue is juft ready to give it vent, pop,
he comes between one and the game he has
flarted, #nd takes the word out of one’s mouth.
‘Do write a few lines, Sir, to let Mr. Glib know
how unreafonable and how ridiculous his beba-
viour is; ’tis as if one fhould play at fhuttlecock
alone, or take a game at piguet, one’s right-
“hand againft one’s left, or fit down with three
dead-men at whifi.—1 fhould never have done,
were I to fay all T think of its abfardity,
T am a married man, Mr. Lounger, and have
a wife and three grown-up daughters at home,
T am -a pretty conftant frequenter of the coffee-
houfe, where I go to have the pleafure of a little
converfation ; but if Mr. Glib is to come there
every morning as he does at prefent, never to
have done afking queftions, and never to allow
any body but himfelf to anfwer them, I may
juft as well ftay at home.
Yours, &c.
GABRIEL GOSSIP.

Before I flir further in this matter, Mr. Gof-
fip will be kind enough to inform me, whether
it would fatisfy him, if Mr. Glib were allowed
fo afk queftions, and he, Mr. Goflip, to, anfwer
shem, for all the reft of the coffechoufe.

z
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No 77+ SATURDAY, Fuly 22, ‘1786-.
Species Virtutibus fimiles. Tac. -

BE SIDES the great incitements to depravity
or -ill-condu® which paflion and intereft
hold forth,- there are other temptations to vice,
other-apologies for the want of virtue, which,
as they lefs -fhoek the ingenuous feelings of our
. aaturey are perhaps fully as dangerous ‘as mo-
tives “which: apparently are of a much more
powerful kind. We are often led aftray by ha-
bits,, which in fingle altions feemed unimport-
ant or:venial; we are feduced by opinions, to
-which a.fort of plaufible fallacy gives the fhew
of reafon. Sometimes we hide our errors and
our weaknefs under, the veil of virtue, and
afcribe to ourfelves the merit of ' good qualities
from circumftances, which, if juftly confidered,
fhould Tover us with blame. At other times
we--are contented to wear the livery, though
we are-.pot in the fervice of Virtue, and pride
ourfelves on fpeaking her language, though we
do not conform our a&tions to her precepts.
I happened lately to fpend a day in company
‘with a gentleman whofe appearance prepoffefled
Vou. IIL, E

me
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me much in his favour, and whofe converfation
and deportment did not lefs conciliate my good
opinion. There was a certain delicacy in his
remarks, which befpoke an uncommon ele-
gance of mind ; 2 warmth in his fentiments,
which feemed to flow from a high principle of
difintereftednefs and generofity. After he was
gone, I could not help exprefling myfelf very
warmly in his commendation, which the friend
at whofe houfe we were did not join in fo cor~
dial a manner as I expeted. When I prefled
him a little on that fcore, he told me that /#s0d-
fort (fo the gentleman was called) had leng
been a fubje& of his fpeculation on human cha-
rafter and condu&t. ¢¢ Woodfort (faid he),
« in manner and converfation, is always the
<« elegant and interefting man you faw him.
« Nay, he poflefles, I believe, in reality thofe
< feelings which he knows fo well how to ex-
<¢ prefs. I have frequently found him weeping .
¢« at the perufal of a tender novel, and have
¢« feen him ftruggling to keep down the emo--
¢«¢ tions of his heart at the reprefentation of a
¢ tragedy. You faw how his eye kindled at
¢ the recital of a benevolent or a generous
¢« deed, and at that moment I am perfuaded
s« that Woodfort was benevolent, was generous.
¢ Yet, in real life (for I have had the beft
¢¢ opportunitics of knowing it), Woodfort’s

¢ feeling



Ne77. THE LOUNGER, 75

¢ feeling and generofity unaccountably forfake
“¢¢ him. Scarcely ever has he been known te
<« relieve the diftrefles he is fo willing to pity,
“ or to exercife the generofity he is fo ready
« to applaud. The tenants on his eftate are
¢ fqueezed for rents higher than their farms
¢¢ can afford; his debtors are harafled for pay-
¢ ments, in circumftances which might often
<¢ plead for mitigation or delay. Nay, I know
¢« fome of his pretty near relations, for relief of
< whofe neceflities I have apphed with fuccefs
“ to others, after having in vain folicited
«« Woodfort’s affiftance to relieve them.””” =
I confefs 1 did not thank my friend for thus
undeceiving me, and felt fomething painful in
being obliged to retra&t an opinion which it had
afforded me fo much pleafure to form. But af-
terwards, wheni I had time to recover from
this little ﬂlock to my feelings whlch my friend’s
information had given, I began, lxkc him, to
{peculate on this feeming contranety of charac~
ter; and though that of Woodfort may per-
baps appear ﬁngular, I am afraid that, in acer=-
tain degree, there are not wapting .many in-
ftances of a fimilar kind; and that, if we look
around us with obfervation, we fhall frequently
difcover men who appear to feel, nay who
really feel much tendernefs at the tale of woe,
and much applaufe at the recitals of generofity,
E2 who
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who yet, in real condu& and in adtive life, fel-
dom difcover either much generofity or much
fenfibility.

To account in fome meafure for this appear-

ance, it may be obferved, that'when a repre- -

fentation is given of fititious diftrefs, it is done
in fuch a manner, and with fuch circumftances
accompanying it, as have the moft powerful ten-
dency to affe&t the heart, 1In a tragedy, where
‘the obje&t is to move, or in a novel, where the
author means to produce the fenfation of pity,
every circumftance which can produce that ef-
fe&t is colle€led, and every thing which can di-
" minifh it is carefully removed. Thus a repre-~
fentation is given of charallers and fituations,
which, though not unnatural, feldom exift;
the detached parts may frequently be feen; but
all the incidents united togethef, attended with
thofe circamftances in which they are held out,
-and accompanied with none of a different or dif-
cordant fort, are feldom beheld in real life,
“The mind, therefore, may be affe@ed with a
fiftitious ftery, or a tale of woe, when it will
not” be affeCted with a real event oceurring in
common life; becaufe that real évent ¢annot
be perceived in all’ thofe ftrong colours, and
mingled with all thofe attra&ing circam#tafices,
with which a romantic ftory may be wrought
up.- Some circumitances may occur which will

diminifh
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diminifh our intereft in the perfons who really
fuffer, while there may be-others wanting which
would increafe our fympathy with their fitua-
tion. Thus Woodfort may be exceedingly
moved by a well-written novel, founded on the
oppreflion of the rich and powerful over the
poor and humble ; yet, in the cafe of his own
tenants, he may not be ‘affeted with their hard-
fhips.. He may perfuade himfelf it was their
own indolence which produced their diftrefs
he may quote inftances of landlords who had
bettered the condition of their tenants by raif-
ing theirrents; and fet up ideas of public im-
provement agaiaft the feelings of private coim-
pafficn. . .
It may be obferved further, that when a fi¢ti-
tious flory of diftrefs is told, or when a melan-
choly event happens, which has no conneétion
with ourfelves, there is no interfering intereft
or inclination of our own to diminifh our pity
or our fenfibility. The mind is led to give the
fenfations that are excited their full fway, and
to indulge in them to their utmofl extent. Oba
fervers upon human nature have frequently
remarked, that xthe contemplation of objelts of
diftrefs gives a melancholy pleafure to the mind.
Perfons of fenfibility are well acquainted with
this pleafure; and when a flory of diftrefs is fet
before them, they feel much enjoyment from
E3 indulging
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_indulging in it. ‘The mind in this fituation
dwells and feeds upon its object, and every ten-
der emotion is called forth. But when a real
event happens in life, with which we ourfelves
may be in fome refpect connected, inftead of
dwelling upon it, or nourithing the feeling of
diftrefs which it produces, we may endeavour
to avoid -it, and to fhut it out from our
thoughts, becaufe its indulgence may interfere
with fome other favourite feeling or inclina~
tion. - Woodfort, though affeéted with the re-
prefentation of diftrefs, produced by poverty
or-want in thofe with whom he had no con-
ne&ion, was not affe&ted with that of his own
relations, probably becaufe it hurt his mind to
think that he had relations who were ‘poor;
‘and he therefore thruft the fubje¢t from his
thoughts, as people thun thofe fcenes in which
they once delighted, if they recall misfortune
or record difgrace.

' It muft alfo be remarked that the mdulgence
in that fenfibility which arifes from the contem-
plation of obje@ts of diftrefs, is apt to produce
and to flatter a confcious vanity in the mind "of
the perfon who gives way to fuch indulgence.
“This vanity turns and refts upon itfelf, and with-
odt leading to acion, it fofters a felfith and con-
tra&ed approbation of our own feelings, which
is catched hold of, and ferves as a kind of fub-

ftitute
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ftitute in place of the confcioufnefs of real good-
nefs.

It ought hkewnfe to be attended to, that the
fenfations which arife from the indulgence in
reprefentations or tales of diftrefs with which
we ourfelves are unconnefted, require no fort
of exertion ;. the mind repofes quictly upon the
contemplation of the obje®, without being
called forth to a&ion; but when the diftrefs of
others occurs in real life, if we are to relieve it,
fome exertion is neceflary, and fome action of
our own muft be performed. Now, a man
may take pleafure in the paffive feelings of fenfi-
bility (if that expreffion may be ufed), when
he will avoid every thing which requires altive
exertion. Hence the mind may be open to the
feelings of compaffion and tendernefs, may take
delight in indulging them, and by that means
acquire great acutenefs of fenfibility, when it
may harden and fhut itfelf againft every obje&t,
where the giving way to the feelings which fuch
obje&t produces requires real a&mty and exer-
tion.

To this it may be proper to add, that the
very indulgence in the paflive feelings of fenfi«
bility has a tendency to produce indolence, lan-
guor, and feeblenefs, and to unfit the mind for
any thing which requires a&ive and firm exer-
tion, While the mind contemplates diftrefs, it

E4 is
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is a@ed upon, and never alls ; and by indulging
in this contemplation, it becomes more and
more unfit fof aétion: the paffive feeling of
compaffion may increafe, but the power requi-
fite to relieve will diminifh. On the other hand,
a man who has not the fame degree of fenfi-
bility, or the fame difpofition to indulge in the
contemplation of obje&ls of diftrefs, may, by
the poflefion of a firmer mind. and greater has
bits.of a&isity, perform many more benevolent
and generous a&ions. The more the paffive ha-
bit of compaffion’is indulged without the act-
ive*, the weaker will the difpofition to adti-
vity become : but on the other hand, though by
the exertion of the altive habit the paflive may
be diminithed ; yet by a frequent ‘repetition of
benevolent alls, the mind will become more and
more difpofed to repeat them, and will find the
performance more and more eafy. He whofe
nervous fenfibility could not bear the fight of 2
wound, would, in fuch a cafe, be incapable,
were he otherwife qualified, to aflift in its cure;
while a perfon of lefs delicate feelings, and wha
is lefs affeGed with the fore, will be both mor¢
able and more willing to lend his aid in giving
relief.

- If the above obfervations be well founded,
may we not conclude, that there is often much

* Sec Butler’s Analogy. '
danger,




Ney;7. THE LOUNGER. 81

danger, in the education of children, of foften-
ing their minds too much, of rendering them
too. fufceptible.to general reprefentations of dif-
trefs, and of affeCling them too frequently and
too deeply by fiitious tales of woe ? . The mind,
thus affedled, may be infenfible to the proper
impreffion, when the influence of romantic de-
ception is remaved, and when real objeds of
diftrefs, unattended with the colours in which
Novelifts and Poets exhibit them, are placed

before it. Accuftomed to be affeed with ob="

je&ts-only that are removed from ourfelves, and
where there can be no competition with our
own interpfts, we may be unmoved when our
own interefts or other inclinations -interfere..
1n ufe to indulge folely in feeling, we may fhrink

-from the labour of a&ive benevolence, and find

in the experience of real life, that the very ha-
bit-of indulging in the contemplation of diftrefs,
though it may add to our natural fenfibility,
yet, by fatiguing and exhaufting the mind, will
give .it a feeblenefs, a languor, and an imbeci-
lity, which is inconfiftent with every vigorous
and every proper exertion. While therefore a
certain degree of fenfibility ought to be culti~
vated, we ought at the fame time to be upon our
guard not to pufh it too far; and habits of
alion ought carefully to be intermixed wuh our
habits of contemplation. We ought ever to

Eg have

"\
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have imprefled on our minds the fentiments of
one of the moft illuftrious men that ever lived ;
of 2 man who united the moft fublime views of
contemplation, with the moft fplendid exer-
tions of altivity, in the greateft theatre that hif«
tory has exhibited to our view; of Marcus
Aur. Antoninus, that ¢ neither virtue nor vice
< confift in paffive fentiment, but in a&ion ;**
¢ Gudi # apern g xaxi &y whicts, AN evepyeice.”
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Ne 78.  SATURDAY, Fuly 29, 1786.
To the AuTHOR of the Loungar,

SIR,

_ONE of your earlieft correfpondents gave

us an account of a worthy Baronet, a re-
lation of his, who fpent all his life intending to
do many things, without ever having actually
done any thing. Though this may not be a ufe-
ful, it feems to me a very harmlefs way of paff-
ing one’s days. I am the wife, Sir, of quite
another kind of gentleman. My hufband, M.
Bufile, always does things firft, and then thinks
of them afterwards.

One of the moft important concerns of his

life, I muft own to you, he condufed in this
manner, and I was his accomplice. 'We mar-
ried on three days acquaintance at the houfe of

" a relation of his, where we happened to meet

on a vifit. We have, however, been a very-
decently happy couple, and have a family of
very fine children. Mr. Buftle indeed does not
depend very much on us for the happinefs’ of
his life, and he has no time for conferring
much happinefs or beftowing much attention on

Eé6 - us,
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us. He is of fo allive a fpirit, fo bufy, fo con-
ftantly employed, that pleafures of a domeftic or

a quiet kind do not enter at'all into his plan of
life.

His father was a careful ceconomical man,
and left him in a very comfortable fituation,
with a large eftate, a fet of thriving tenants, a
good houfe, a well-laid-out farm, and a well-
ftocked garden.  When we went home, we had
nothing to do, as the faying is, but to draw in
bur chairs and fit down. But fitting, however
much at his eale, was not my hufband’s way.
He foon made a great deal of bufinefs, though
he had found none. It was difcovered, that
the principal apartments of our houfe were too
low; fo it was unroofed, to have fome feet
added to its height, and a new lead-covered
platform put a-top, to command a view of a
particular turn of the river that runs through
the grounds. This kept us two winters in one

_of our tenant’s houfes, in which too, all the
time we were in it, fomething or other was
a-doing : {o that the carpenter’s hammer was
heard every hour of the day. We had fcarce
gof back to our own houfe again, when it was
found that the water came through our lead-
covered platform: fo he had the pleafure of .
having that changed into a cupola, with a roof
of a different conftruéion, for the view of the

river
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river was ftill to be preferved. But next year;
my hufband difcovered that a plantation was ne-
ceffary on a particular knoll ; fo the view of the
river we-had paid fo much for, was fhut out by
a clump. The garden was the next {ubject of
amendment, in which an excellent fruit-wall was
pulled down, to have it rebuilt on a new plan;
by which new plan we have got a very beauti-
ful wall, -and trees admirably well drefled, but
unfortunately we have loft all our fruit. The
fame thing happened by our acquifition of a
new pigeon-houfe, which, notwithfftanding the
well-known fupegftition of its boding the dsath
of the wife, my hufband ventured to build,
Luckily I furvive the omen ; but we have fcarcely
had a pigeon-pie fince. In point of ornamental
alteration, the fame variety has taken.place:
We had firft a fmooth green lawn, though at
the expence of cutting down fome of the fineft
timber in the country; we then got a ferpent-
ine fhrubbery, which .within thefe two years
has been dug up, to make room for a field with
dropping trees, fenced by a ha-ha!

While he was beautifying his houfe and
grounds, Mr. Buftle was not inattentive to the
improvement of his eftate,  After getting a new
furvey made of it by a very fine gentleman who
came from your town in a poft-chaife and four
he fat down one morning. with the plan before

him,
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him, a fcale and a pair of compafles in his hand,
and that gentleman at his elbow ; and whilel
was pouring out their tea, they raifed the rents
of it 200 per cent. as Mr. Quadrant was pleafed
to exprefs himfeif. Prefently all our former te-
nants were turned out of their farms, excepta
few young men whom the late Mr. Buftle, for
what reafon I know not, had marked in his
rent roll with a 4, and a new fet put into pof-
feflion, who, as Mr. Quadrant {aid, knew the
capabilities of ground., Then there was fuch a
pulling down of walls to make little fields large,
and a planting of hedges to make large fields
little ; every thing, in fhort, was turned topfy-

turvy : but what won’t people do to get rich? .
M. Quadrant’s calculations, however, have not .

anfwered with all the exadlnefs we expefed.
The eftate indeed, as our old fleward told me,
was confiderably increafed in its rent; ¢ but
¢ a-well-a-day ! my Lady,” faid he, “ it nets

¢ nothing.”” So Mr. Buftle was obliged to alter

that plan, after he bad tried it for feveral years.
He has got fome of the old tenants back again ;
but a confiderable part of his eftate he has re-
ferved in his own hands, of which he fays he will
treble the produce, by turning it into a fheep-
walk. During this period, likewife, he has
made feveral attempts to difcover coal; and
about three years ago, narrowly mifled being

’ worth
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worth L. 10,000 a-year by the unexpeed fail-
ure of a lead-mine. Thefe are Mr, Buftle’s fe-
rious occupations ; his amufements are no lefs
various, and he is equally ardent in his purfuit
of them. He is a hunter, a fhooter, and an
angler; breaks his own horfes, trains his own
dogs, and is reckoned the moft expert cocker
within a hundred miles of us,

To do him juftice, however, he is by no
means felfith, either in his bufinefs or his plea-
fures. If any of his neighbours have an cftate
to be fold, a farm to be let, a garden to be laid
out, a houfe to be built, a horfe to be broke, or
a pointer to be made ; Mr. Buftle will ride half a
dozen miles at any time to give them his affift
ance and advice. _

Unfortunately his own family are almoft the
only perfons of whom he does not bufy himfelf
in the management and fuperintendence. To
our two daughters I have endeavoured to give
foime little education at home; for my hufband
was always fo occupied, either with his own af-
fairs, or the affairs of other people, that though
1 often prefled him to fend them to fome place
where they could acquire the accomplifhments
fuitable to théir fex and rank in life, he always
delayed the meafure till fomehow or other the
opportunity was loft. As for our three boys,
they have coft me many an uneafy moment.

They

7
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. They were fent to an academy in Yorkfhire, ta
grafs, as my hufband phrafed it, at firft, with a
long plan for their education afterwards ; but at
grafs they continued till within thefe few months,
when they returned home perfe& colts indeed,
with abundance of health and ftrength to be
fure, but without a word of language that could
be underftood, in their mouths, or a fingle idea .
worth the having, in their heads. They had
acquired, it is true, fome knowledge, of which
their father has made confiderable ufe fince
their return, and with which he appears fo well
pleafed as to have little thoughts of fending
them any where elfe. Ihave heard him declare
with much exultation, that he would back them
at riding a horfe, trowling for a pike, or trim-
ming a cock, againft any three boys of their age
in the kingdom.

He finds the more occafion for their afliftance
as deputies in matters of this kind, as of late he
has betaken himfelf chiefly to the bufinefs of
the public, having taken a very ftrong inclina-
tion to promote the good of his country. The
death of a gentleman who had been long in the
commiflion of the peace, has .thrown. the bufi-
nefs of that department chiefly on Mr. Buftle,
who now does little elfe but ftudy law-cafes,.
convene meetings about highways, turnpikes,
bridges, and game-licences, and ride all over

' the
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the country, difpenfing juftice, redreffing wrongs,
removing nuifances, and punithing delinquents.
In this the a&ivity and eagernefs of his nature
has fometimes, I am afraid, in the pra&ice of .
his office, got the better of the knowledge he
had ftored up on the theory of it. Befides re-
ceiving feveral incendiary letters, which he did
not value 2 ruth, and even I fhould have had
the courage to defpife, there are two- or three
actons of affault and falfe imprifonment raifed
#igainft him, for alts done'in the courfe of keep-
ing the peace of the country. Indeed his plans
for keeping the peace have turned out, like fome
others formed - with the beft-intention in the
world, exactly the reverfe of what he expeQted
from them, the country having been in perpe-
tual war ever fince he began putting them in
execution. There have been fuch bickerings
amongft the Gentlemen about widening of
roads, removing of dunghills, pulling down cot-
tages, and punifhing of vagrants, that one half
of the neighbours are fcarce in fpeaking-terms
with the other, Some of them, who are enea
mies to the patriotic meafures of Mr. Buftle,
have, I underftand, privately ftirred uvp and
fupported thofe law-fuits in which his public
fpirit has involved him. Thefe I cannot help
being uncafy about, as of very ferious confe-
quence to his fortune and family; but he him-

felf
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felf feems not to regret them in the leaft. He
affures me he fhall carry them all with cofls,
and talks rather with fatisfaltion of going to
town to affit in their management. If you
fhould happen to meet with him, Mr. Lounger,
I thould be happy, for my part, if you could
teach him fomewhat of your love of eafe and
indolence. 1 have many reafons for withing to
forego all the reputation he will acquire by his
a&tivity, for a little peace and quiet. Thereis -
a faying of his father’s, which I have heard the
fame old fteward I mentioned before repeat very
often, but Mr, Buftle would never pay any re-
gard to it: ¢ When things are well as they
¢ are, he’s a fool who tries how they may be.”

I am, &c. .
BARBARA BUSTLE.
z
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N° 99. SATURDAY, Auguf? 5, 1786.
To the AuTHoR of the LOUNGER.

§IR,
MY father was a country-clergyman, a man
of worth and probity, and who had the
reputation both of learning and abilities. Be-
ing his eldeft child, and, as he, perhaps par«
tially, thought, of no unpromifing capacity, it
was his pleafure to inftra® me in various
branches of knowledge, to which he judged
my underftanding was equal, and to cultivate
- my tafte by an early acquaintance with the beft
-authors in our own language. Prepofterous ac-
quifitions, Mr. Lounger, for perfons in my fta-
tion of life l——He died about three years ago,
leaving my mother and four children, with no
other fund for their maintenance than that flen
der penfion which in this country is provided for
the widows and children of the clergy. There
were indeed about 150 fermons of my father’s
compofition, together with many other manu-
fcripts relating to church-hiftory and antiqui-
ties; from all which my mother for fome time
had formed to herfelf many golden expeQations =
: but
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but on offering them for fale to a bookfeller, he
refufed to give more than Five Pounds for the
whole parcel, and fhe rather chofe to retain them
in her own hands,

To relieve her of part of the burden of her
family, a gentleman, who was a diftant relation
of my father’s, was kind enough to take charge
of the education of one of my brothers ; and as
I was now feventeen, and, befides the le{s ufeful

_acquifitions I have mentioned, was moderately
fkilled in moft of the ordinary accomplifhments
of my fex, it coft fome deliberation, whether I
fhould look out for the place of a lady’s wait-
ing-maid, or afpire to the more honourable oc-
cupation of a mantua-maker., While my plan
was yet undetermined, the fame gentleman who
had taken my brother under his proteétion,
wrote to my mother, informing her, that an
elderly lady of rank, with whom he had the
honour of being acquainted, was in fearch of 2
young perfon, to refide with her rather as a
companion than as a fervant; and that he had
no doubt, if that eftablifhment was agreeable to
me, it would be in his power to procure it for
me. He reprefented my Lady Bidmore (the
lady in queftion) as a mighty good fort of wo-
man; and though he owned the had fome par-
ticular whims, he doubted not that I could eafily
accommodate myfelf to them, as they did not

procced
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proceed from any fault of temper, but a fingu-
larity of tafte, which a lady of great fortune
might eafily be excufed for indulging herfelf in.
In fhort, Sir, my mother and I judged this op-
portunity not to be negletted ; and within afew
days, our good friend acquainting us that he
had arranged every thing for my reception, I
fet off fox; town in the flage-coach, to wait on
my Lady Bidmore in the capacity of her gentle-
woman or humble friend. .

It is proper, Sir, to inform you, that this
lady owed her birth to a decayed tradefman of
this metropolis, and her education to a cha-
rity-fchool. | At the age of eighteen, fhe had
gone to refide with 2 relation in London,
where it was "her good fortune to engage the
affe@lions of an eminent pawn-broker. With
him fhe lived thirty years; and being left
a widow, with a fortune, as was faid, of
L. 20,000, fhe foon after received the addreffes
of Sir Humphry Bidmore, Knight, Alderman
and grocer, then in the 7oth year of his age,
After a year and a half, Sir Humphry dying
without children, her Ladythip loft a'very af-
fe&ionate hutband, but gained an addition of
L. 15,000 to her fortune. On her marriage
with the Knight, fhe had fold the good-will of
her thop and warehoufe; a tranfa&ion that,
now the was a fecond time a wxdow, the never

ceafed
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ceafed to repine at; and fhe has often been
heard to regret, that fince her dear Sir Hume-
phry was to die, it was a thoufand pities he did
not do it a twelvemonth fooner. As it was,
however, to no purpofe to refle® on what could
not be amended, and as her title of Ladyphip
was indeed an obftacle to her refuming a pro-
feflion for which both genius and inclination
had eminently qualified her, fhe made up her
mind to her change of fituation, and determined
to pafs the remainder of her days with eafe and
dignity in her native country. .

To this Lady’s houfe I repaired immediately
on my arrival in town. Ifit is not always right
to fuffer ourfelves to be influenced by impref=
fions, it muft be allowed that we often find the
features of a charalter pretty flrongly delineated
on its outfide. I was no fooner announced,
than her Ladyfhip, who happened to be ftand-
ing, feated herfelf with great gravity in her
arm-chair; and beckoning me to approach, be-
gan to furvey me with one of thofe fearching
looks which I fuppofe the famous Fufice Field-
ing (bating that he was blind) would have em-
ployed to fcan the countenance of a young
thief. My face happening luckily to give no
offence, her next attention was beftowed on
my drefs ; every article of which the not on-
ly examined with her eyes, but her fingers,

2 feeling
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feeling the ftuff of my gown, and holding my
apron between her and the light, to obferve the
quality of the gauze and the texture of the lace.
« Ts this fuit your own, child; or have you
¢« borrowed it for the occafion ”’~~% My own,
¢ Ma’am.”—* So much the worfe. Why, this
¢ is a lace at twelve fhillings the yard: Was’
~ < there ever fuch extravagance! But perhaps
¢ you had it cheap at an old-cloaths thop. Tell
¢« the truth, child; for I abominate liars.”” [
began now to fee a little into her charalter, and
refolved to take no offence. In fa& fhe had
guefled the real hiftory of the apron, which I
had bought that morning in my way to her La-
dyfhip’s houfe; and I owned it was fo, and that
I had it at a third of the value. ¢ Why, that’s
¢ pight again, child. I like you the better for
¢ that:—"Tis a good thing to be fharp at a
¢ bargain. Such pennyworths as I have had
% in my day l—And now that I can’t buftle fo
“ well as I once could, a body like you may
« be ufefal.—Was you ever at a fale,~2 roup-
¢ ing you call it in this country ?”> < No, Ma-
¢« dam; I came to town only laft night.”—
¢ Why then you fhall go with me to a fale to-
¢ morrow. Let me fee ;—(taking out a little
¢ memorandum-book.) Tuefday, Lady Fan-
< flick's: Tea and table china—Wednefday,
« Mprs. Grifkin’s: Kitchen-furniture.—Thurf-
_ ¢ day,
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«¢ day, Mr. Gimcrack’s: Antiques, books, and
«¢ pi€tures: I don’t underftand them things.—
<¢ Friday, Mrs. Thrifty’s: Bed and table linen,
¢¢ feather-beds and blankets, damafk in the
< web, eider-down quilts, chintz curtains and
< chairflips : Ay, there will be fome rare bar-
« gains: every thing of the beft fort, I war-
¢ rant it.  Foor Thrifty! fhe went to the
¢« devil through pure ceconomy.—Saturday,
¢ The elegant furniture of a gentleman juft
< going abroad: A mere bite of Vamp the
¢ Auctioneer’s—his own old trumpery.”
Thus the went on; and I found her Lady-
thip had made a regular entry in her books,
for ten fucceflive days, of every fale there was
to be in town. ¢ Why fure, Madam,” faid I,
<« your Ladyfhip does not mean to attend all
¢ the fales you mentioned {” ¢ Yes, I do
€ mean it, and as many more every week, if I -
¢ can find them.—How elfe do you think I
¢ could pafs my time? Tell me now what was
¢ your favourite occupation.~—How -did you
¢¢ {pend your time in the country?”’—¢ Time,
¢ Madam, never lay heavy on my hands. I
¢ aflifted my motber in the care.of her family,
¢ and at my leifure hours amufed myfelfv with
¢ reading and writing.”’~———* Why, that’s
¢¢ right : —fo you fhall do here. You fhall help
¢ me in the family-matters; and for reading

9 . . ¢ and
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¢ and writing, you fhall read all the newfpapers,
¢ and write down the advertifements of all the
¢ fales. .But come,” faid fhe, * I muft thew
¢ you whatis to be your houfehold-occupation.””
Her Ladyfhip then condu&ed me through
her houfe ; and here I beheld a mufeum of a new
and moft extraordinary nature. Her Ladythip
occupied a large old houfe, every room of which
was fo completely filled with furniture, that it
was impoffible to find one’s way from one end
to the other, without winding through a la-
byrinth of chefts of drawers, commodes, ca-
- binets, and boxes, which occupied the whole
floors, walls, and even windows. Yet in this
apparent confufion there was much order and
regularity ; for each room had its diftinét clafs
of articles, to which it was exclufively appro- -
priated. But the two apartments which her
Ladyfhip confidered as the moft valuable of her
mufeum, and which fhe never fuffered to be
entered but in her own prefence, were her china-’
room and wardrobe. In the former were
piles of plates and dithes, and pyramids of cups
and faucers, reaching from the floor to the ciel-
ing. In one quarter was a rampart of tureens
and foup-difhes, in another an embattlement of
punch-bowls, Eaudlc-cups, and porringers. The -
dark blue of Nunkeen was contrafted with the
Vou. 1L F ancient
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ancient red of fapan, the produ@ion of Dref-
den was oppofed to the manufature of Scves,
and the mock Saxon of Derdy to the mock In-
dian of Stafford/bire. In the ornamental porce-
laine, the eye was completely loft in a chaos
of pagodas, wagging-headed mandareens and
bonzes, red lions, golden dogs, and fiery dra.
gons. In the other apartment, the wardrobe,
was repofited every article of female apparel
that bad been in ufe during the laft fixty years.
‘To attempt an enumeration is utterly impof-
fible; for in the two years I have been with her
Ladyfhip, I have not .yet learnt half the names
of thefe wonderful accoutrements. As the moft
exad order was obferved in arranging the dif-
ferent articles of drefsy it might even have
amufed you, .Mr. Lounger, as a philofopher, to
have marked the various fluctuations of fathion
in the habits of our whimfical fex, and the fan-
taflical coverings in which we have chofen, at
different periods, to difguife our natural thapes.
Here, Sir, you might obferve the gradual pro-
grefs of the hoop, both in its increafe and wane,
the alternate elevation and depreflion of the ftays,
the ftages of gradation from the fiff Jackct
and farthingale to the fack, and from the ne-
gligée to the polonaife ; the regular fucceffion
of laced hoods, caps, mobs, French night-caps

and
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“and Robin Grays ;" the progrefs of bonnets from
the Quaker to the Shepherdefs and Kitty Fither,
‘and thence to the Werter, the Lunardi, and
Parachute.

Her Ladyfhip was now pleafed to inform me
of thofe fervices fhe expe&ed from me as her
attendant and companion; and left I fhould
fcruple at the feverity or menial nature of any
of my tafks, fhe took care to inform me, that
I was to be but an affitant to herfelf in every
one of them. They confifted in cleaning and
fweeping out the feveral apartments, airing the
feather-beds and blankets, turning and ranging
the fuits of linen ; pmchmg, plaiting, and fold-
ing the different articles in the wardrobe ; watha
ing, dufting, and blowing the china; rubbing
and polifhing, with bees-wax, the chairs, tables,
and cabinet-work, and fcouring the kitchen-
furniture. In thefe two laft departments, how-
ever, we were to have the additional aid of the
cook and chambermaid.

Early next morning (her Ladyfhip always
rifes atfive o’clock) I entered upon office; and
being furnithed with an apron and ftomacher
of blue flannel, went to work upon the tables
and chairs; and in this 1 acquitted myfelf fo
much to her Ladythip’s fatisfattion, that fhe de-
clared me a good clever girl; and added, that
fhe had feldom feen a better hand at the rubber

Fa ) and
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and hard-brufh. At eight we had tea and but-
tered toaft, her Ladyfhip mixing a table-fpoon-
ful of brandy in every cup, which fhe faid was
good againft wind in the ftomach; and after
breakfaft the walked out, leaning on my arm,
to the before-mentioned auction of china at Lady
Fan-flick’s.
. Here, Sir, I had an opportunity of obferving
the importance of her Ladyfhip’s chara&ter, who
no fooner made her appearance, than the auc-
tioneer, laying down a Jot which he was juft
going to knock off, called out for a chair to
Lady Bidmore, and courteoufly making a fign
to the company to give way, beckoned.to her
Ladyfhip to take her feat at his right hand.
Then handing to her the lot, which he called
a round tureen, he defired her Ladythip to ob-
ferve the ftrength and folidity of the manufac-
ture, and the beauty of the colouring. After
a fhort examination, and ringing it, to try ‘if it
was without flaw, fhe returned it into the auc-
tioneer’s hands, declaring it a piece of true
Dragon. Hereupon two or three additional
bidders ftepped into the field; and the lot,
which was a few minutes before going at ten
thillings, fold for twenty-five. Her Ladythip
was now confulted on every article that was ex-
pofed, either by handing it down for her in-
fpe&tion, or by turning it to the fide whence
the
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fhe could have a proper view of it; and her
opinion was fometimes given in a few decifive
words, and fometimes exprefled by a fignificant
nod or wink to the au&tioneer. Thefe decifions
were generally indeed much more to his fatif-
faGtion than that of the reft of the company,
many of whom curfed her Ladyfhip for enhan-
cing their bargains; and one gentleman, with
more plainnefs than politenefs, fwore he be-
lieved there was roguery in the bufinefs, and
that the old pawn-broker was either felling her
own goods, or had poundage on every article
in the fale. Thefe refletions her Ladyfhip
(from being quite accuftomed to them) heard
with the utmoft indifference; and fhe bought
herfelf many of the capital lots. She returned
home in great fpirits; and we fpent the after-
noon in difpofing to advantage her new pur-
chafes, which occafioned fome alteration of ar=
rangement in the china-room, and gave us fuf-
ficient occupation for the greateft part of the.
evening. Such is the hiftory of the firft day I
pafled in her Ladyfhip’s fervice; and fo uniform
is the tenor of her life, that the hiftory of one
day is as good as that of a thoufand.

Hitherto, Sir, I have informed you of nothing
in her Ladythip’s charater, or mode of living,
to which a perfon in my-dependent circum-
ftances might not have endeavoured, even

Fz3 cheerfully,




102 THE LOUNGER. Neyg.

cheerfully, to accommodate herfelf. Nor am I
fure that what I have yet to inform you of will
be fufficient to juftify me in the opinion of all
your readers, for the refolution I have taken
of quitting her Ladyfhip’s fervice; at a time too
when I ftand fo high in her favour, that fhe has
repeatedly declared fhe could not live without
me. Be that as it may, I owe it in juftice to
myfelf, to inform you of the caufe of my diffatif-
faction with my prefent fituation.

I had very early obferved in her Ladyﬂnp s

difpofition, that felfithnefs we often remark in -

Yow-minds; a fenfibility limited to their own

pains and pleafures, with a total unconcern for
thofe of others. It was however only by de- -

grees:'T came to difcover to what lengths this
ptinciple was capable of extending. I am now
difpofed’to believe there are perfons whofe nature
partakes not in the fmalleft degree of the hu-
mane or benevolent affetions.

“'Ih'thé courfe of my attendance on her Lady-
fhip at thofe fales which fhe daily frequents, I
have occafionally witnefled fcenes which mone
but the moft obdurate natures could have be-
held with unconcern. An auétion of the effe@ls
of a private perfon is frequently the moft me-
lancholy of fpe€tacles. It is the fignal of the
diffolution of a family, the breaking up of all

the tendereft ties of human nature: And it of- -

ten
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ten happens, that in thofe fcenes poverty is fu-
peradded to calamity. T attended her Ladyfhip
one day lately to a fale in the houfe of Mr.
S , who, about a month before, had loft a
moft amiable wife, the mother of five children,
He had been unfortunate in bufinefs, and lofing
with this. event all refolution to ftruggle with
the world, he had determined to retire with bis
family to a diftant part of the country. Amidft
the confufion of the houfe, there was one room
in which the children were kept, under the care
of a maid-fervant; Lady Bidmore, prying in
the fpirit of a harpy into every corner, entered
this voom," haviag in her hand a fmall drefling-
box; ‘which fhe had juft bought. - A beautiful
boy, of four years of age, ran up to her, and
endeavoured to feize the box: ¢ That’s my
% Mamna’s,” faid he ;—¢¢ you fhall not carry it
«.away ; ’tis myown Mamma’s.”—¢ Mamma,
¢ my dear,” whifpered the maid, ¢¢ has no ufe
¢ for it.”’—< Hold your peace, little Mr. Prate-
¢ apace,”” cried my Lady Bidmore, * ’tis my
¢ box now, and I have paid pretty well for it.
“ Nurfe, young mafter muft have a whipping,.
‘¢ to teach him better manners,” —

Her Ladythip has many poor relations, among-
the reft two fiflers, who have numerous families,
One of thefe is a widow, whom having once
accommodated with the loan of ten pounds,.

Fa which
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which fhe was unable to repay, this circum-
ftance furnifhes, at prefent, an excufe for al-
lowing her and her family to ftarve. ‘The other
having the misfortune to be married to a fpend-
thrift and a drunkard, it would be an unworthy
ufe of her Ladyfhip’s money, to fupply his ex-
travagance and debaucheries. Thus, whilein
my Lady’s repofitories 1 have counted the com-
plete furnithings of twenty beds, her two fifters
have fcarce a blanket to cover them: and while
there are, to my knowledge, in one fingle cheft,
_thirty pieces of uncut nankeen, there are fix
of her nephews at this moment running the
ftreets without breeches. Thefe, however, are
her Ladythip’s heirs, unlefs fupplanted by fome
favourite like myfelf. For fhe has repeatedly
affured me, I fhall find a proof of the ftrength
of her affe@ion in her will.—S8illy gicl that I
am, to forego thofe brilliant expe&ations ! Yet
fuch is the -misfortune of fome feelings, with
which I believe I was born, and fome principles,
which have been ftrengthened in me by an ers
roneous fyftem of education.

Tam, SIR,
Your humble fervant,

ALICE HEARTLY.
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N80, SATURDAY, Auguf 12, 1786,
To the AUTHOR of the LOUNGER,

Dic mibi cras ifiudy Pofthume, quands venit ?
MarrT,

SIR,
I Flatter myfelf you will not think me unworthy

of your correfpondence. Moft of the mem-
bers of my family have taken the liberty of com-
‘municating the particulars of their fituation,
or of praying redrefs of their grievances from
the authors of the periodical works of the
time; and a certain dark-complexioned rela-
tion of mine has had a petition to yourfelf laid
before the public in your 53d number. I think,
Mr. Lounger, I may fay without much arro-
gance, I am not lefs deferving of your favour
than her. She, I know, pretends to have fome.
times affifted you in your labours; but it is to
me you look for their reward.

Of that relation, Mr, Lounger, fince I have
mentioned her, I may firft complain. She was
naturally of a ferious and rather melancholy

Fs caft,
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caft. But of late a fafhionable life has quite al-
tered her difpofition. She has become intole-
rably light-headed, gay, as her friends call it,
and allows her affairs to get into the greateft
confufion and diforder; zll of which it falls
upon me to re-cftablith and put to rights again.
Her gaiety, when carried the ridiculous length
to which in town fhe frequently puthes it, is the
occafion of much fadnefs to me; her feftivity
gives me many a headach; her extravagance
has frequently threatened me with a jail; and
her impertinence brought me-in danger of my
life.

I am, generally fpeaking indeed, the moft
unfortunate perfon in the world in regard to my
predeceflors.  They got a thoufand things upon
truft, which they have left me to anfwer for.
‘With all ranks and conditions of men, I am
conftantly the Scape-goat for every thing that
is amifs, the Bail for all mifdemeanors, the
Security in all obligations. My burdens are
now become fo intolerable, that I am refolved
(through your channel, if you will allow me)
to rid myfelf of them at once, and to take out
a Commiffion of Bankruptcy in the Lounger.
‘What fort of divifion my circumftances will al-
low, you will pleafe fignify to the principal
clafles of my creditors in your next paper.

I Tell
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Teell fuch of them as may look for me at court,
that I do not hold myfelf bound for above one
thilling in the pound of the promifes and notes:
of hand of my anceftors. With fome people
in place there, I have pretty long accounts to
fettle ; but to thefe I know they do net pay much
attention, for a very good reafon indeed, thit
the balance is generally againft them.

Let that clafs who frequent courts of law
know, that I will not pretend to clear above a
tenth part of the incumbrances that are there:
laid upon me. In all the courts;. I' muft léave
the other nine parts-to be fettled by my fucceflors.
In chancery, I don’t.know whether my. great-
great-grandfon will.be able to difcharge them.

Be fo kind as acquaint the Proje&ors of vari-
ous denominations, who are fo deep in my
books, that I cannot an{wer above one in.a.
thoufand of the draughts they will probably make
upon me. Nay, I will frankly tell them; that
it is likely they may lofe- more than even the
money they were made.to advance for-mes But
as moft of them expected ufurious intereft, their.
loffes do not touch me very nearly.,

I muft inform thofe Lovers who have trufted
me, that they are of all my-creditors -the moft
likely to be offended withme. They are indeed
in a very fingular fituation with regard to the
fecurities of mine in their pofleflion. If they

- Feo receive
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receive payment, it is a hundred to one but they
will be undone by it.

My bonds to Beauties muft fuffer a very great
difcount., They are indeed of fuch a nature
that prefcription foon bars them ; and moft of
them are fo conceived, that coverture or marriage
in the obligee renders them abfolutely void.

Authors will be often difappointed in the
claims they pretend to have upon me. I never
receive a fiftieth part of the books that modern
writers defire their bookfellers to fend me. In
order, however, to conciliate your favour, Sir,
I will give you my promife (though it is but fair
to confefs that I fometimes forget my promifes),
that the Lounger fhall make one of my library.

Your moft obedient fervant,
TO-MORR OW

I HAVE lately received feveral letters on the
fubje& of the Stage, and among others, one
figned Nerva, cenfuring in very flrong terms
that boifterous and noify kind of applaufe which,
in the midft of the moft affe®ing paflages of a
tragedy, the bulk of a Britith audience are dif-
pofed to indulgein. It feems to have been writ-
-ten during the time of Mrs. Pope’s late perform-
.ance in our theatre, whofe tones of pity and of
-tendernefs, my correfpondent complains, were

6 often
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often interrupted or rendered inaudible by the
drumming of fticks and the clapping of hands
in the pit and gallery. He was the more ftruck
with the impropriety, he fays, from his being
accompanied by a gentleman, a native of Italy,
though enough a proficient in our language to
~ .underftand the play. He defcribes ¢ the fur-
¢¢ prife and horror of the fufceptible Albani,”
(fo it feems the ftranger is called) accuftomed
as he had been to the decorum of the Italian
ftage, to find, inftead of filent and involuntary
tears, the roar and riot with which our audience
received the moft pathetic fpeeches of one of the
beft of our tragedies.

¢¢ On Sunday,” continues my correfpondent,
¢ Albani and I went to church. The plainnefs
< of the edifice, and the fimplicity of our wor-
s¢ fhip, ftruck him much; yet he was pleafed
¢ with the decency which prevailed,and charmed
¢ with the difcourfe.” ¢ I am furprifed,”
faid he, as we walked home, ¢¢ that fo elegant
¢« a preacher is not a greater favourite with the
¢« public.” * You are miftaken,” I replied,-
¢ he has long been their favourite,””—¢¢ Nay,”
faid he,  do not tell me fo; you faw they
« did not give him a fingle mark of applaufe
<« during the whole difcourfe, nor even at the
« end.”’—¢¢ I laughed, Mr. Lounger, and fo
¢ perhaps will you ; but I believe you will find

({3 it

o
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¢ it difficult to aflign any good reafon, why
< filence, attention, and tears, which are thouglit
¢ ample approbation in the one place, thould be
¢ held infufficient in the other ;: or why that
s¢ boifterous applaufe which is thought fo ho-
¢¢ nourable in the Theatre, thould be thought a
¢« difgrace to merit in the Pulpit or at the Bar.”

I cannot however perfe@ly agree with my

correfponident in this laft obfervation. "At the

Bar, indeed, the clapping of hands, and the
beating the floor with people’s fticks, might do
well enough ; but at the Bar it'is a rule, never

to make 2 noife for nothing: In the Church,.

not to mention the indecency of the thing,
difturbances of that kind are perfectly averfe to

. the purpofe for which many grave and good‘.

Chriftians go thither.

-In the Playhoufe, befides the prefcriptive
right which the audience have new acquired to
this fort of freedom;, I think that part of  the
houfe by which it is commonly exercifed have
much to plead in its defence. The boxes fre-

quently contrive to drown the noife of the ftage, .

and it is but fair that the pit and gallery thould
in their turn drown the noife of the boxes.

My correfpondent feems to allow this fort of
applaufe at the reprefentation of Comedy, or at
leaft of Farce; and indeed I am inclined to
think, that in fome of our late Farces, a very

moral -
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moral ufe may be made of it, as the lefs that is
heard of them by the boxes the better. The
cudgels of the audience, of the barbarity of
which Nerva complains fo warmly, cannot be
better employed, except perhaps they could be
applied to recompenfe the merit of the author,
inftead of the talents of the a&ors. . Moral
writers on the fubject of the Stage ufed to vent
their reproaches againft the Comic autbors of
the Jaft age, who mixed fo much indecency with
their wit. The cenfure does not exaétly apply
to the petite piece writers of our days; for they
keep ftriétly to the unity of compofition, and
mix no wit with their indecency. 1 fairly con-
fefs, that I have been obliged to abate fomewhat
of the feverity of my former opinion with re-
gard to the wicked wits of the old fchool, and
am content to go back to Wycherley and Con-
greve, having always thought, with my friend
Colonel Cauftic, that if one muft fin, it is better
to fin like a gentleman. Befides, a' very dull
“or a very innocent perfon may poflibly mifs the
allufion of a free fpeech, when it is covered with
the veil of wit or of irony. But the good things
of our modern Farce-mongers have nothing of
difguife about them ; the dithes they are pleafed
to ferve up to us are not garlicked ragouts, but
ragouts of garlic, I was much pleafed with the
anfwer which I heard a plain country-gentleman
give
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give to another in the pit fome weeks ago, who
obferved to him, that the farce was droll and
laughable enough, but that there was a good deal
of double entendre in it. 1 don’t know what you
may think double, faid he in reply ; but in my
mind, it was as plain fingle mt:ndre as ever I
heard in my life.

v

\
——
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THE Love of Fame, ¢ that laft infirmity

< of noble minds,” though it may fome-
times expofe its votaries to a certain degree of
blame or of ridicule, is in the main a ufeful paf-
fion. In the prefent age, I have often thought,
that, inftead of being reftrained, a love of fame

and of glory ought to be encouraged, as an in-.

citement to- virtue, and to virtuous aions,
From various caufes, which I mean not at pre-
fent toinveftigate, this paffion feems to have loft
its ufual force ; it has almoft ceafed to be a mo-
tive of altion; and its place feems now to be
fupplied by a fordid love of gain, by which men
of every rank and of every ftation appear to
be aftuated. In the Camp, as upon *Change,
profit and lofs is the great obje& of attention.
When a young foldier fets out on an expeditian
againt the enemies of his country, he does ot
now talk fo much of the honour and reputation
he is to acquire, as of the profit he expedls to
reap from his conquefls. -Accordingly we have
feen gallant officers metamorphofed into fkilful
merchants, who, though they had fpirit enough
to expofe themfelves to ¢ the cannon’s mouth,”

were
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were very much difpofed to feek fomething
there more folid than ¢ the bubble Reputa-
¢ tion.”

The Roman triumph, which to us wears fo
barbarous an appearance, was intended to excite
this love of glory; and if we may judge from
confequences, it was a2 wife and ufeful inflitu-
tion. In our own country, it rarely. happens
that diftinguithed military merit is allowed to
pafs unnoticed and unrewarded. There is fome-
thing indeed fo dazzling in the glory of a hero,
that, when not reftrained by motives of jealoufy
or of envy, we are apt ratber to-heighted thdn
to detra& from it. IF, therefore; it'be traeyithat
our fleets and armies have of lat€ fvade.a-Jefd
diftinguithing figure than in formér! times, it
certainly cannot be attributed to any Want of
public bonour or public applaufe. -

But there is a fpecies of merit léfs brilliant,
though not perhaps lefs ufeful or lefs praife-
worthy, which often is difregarded by the world,
and in general intitles its pofleflor to little atten-
tion while alive, and to little fame after his
death. There is a fort of military fpirit and
honour which is fometimes oppofed to the fame
qualities in a civil fenfe; and 2 young man,
when he puts on his uniform, often thinks him-
felf exempted from the obligation to certain
duties which he allows to be commendable enough
: in
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in the fons of peace. A want of attention to his
own intereft, or the intereft of thofe connefted
with him, a degree of diffipation and extravagance
equally hurtful to both, are held as venial offen-
ces in a foldier, whole bufinefs is to march and
to fight, but who is not bound to think or to
feel. Yet true noblenefs of mind is every where
the fame, and may be equally thown in the ho-
nourable dealings of private life, as in the moft
fplendid exertions of fpirit or of valour. As
the Hiftorian of charafter and manners (in
which light a periodical author, to be of any
ufe at all, muft be confidered), I am happy
when I have an opportunity of recording any
example of that more humble merit which other
annalifts have no room to celebrate. In this
view, I was much pleafed with an anecdote I
was told t’other day, of General W-——, one
of Queen Anne’s Generals, It is not, however,
as a foldier (although he poflefled great profef-
fional merit) that I with to introduce General
W —~ to my readers.

Mr. W—— obrained an enfigncy in the army
when rather more advanced in life than moft of
the captains of the prefent times, who make fo
fine a figure upon all occafions, in their green,
red, and white feathers, and whofe heads at
every aflembly rival thofe of our moft fathion-
able ladies, From the time Mr, W joined

his
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his regiment, he was diftinguifhed for an un-
wearied attention to the duties of his ftation.
When he appeared in public, or upon duty, his
drefs and deportment were always decent and
proper. Of his manner of life in private, even
his brother-officers were for fome time ignorant.
He did not mefs with them, and he partook of
none of their expenfive pleafures and amufe-
ments. At length it was difcovered, that he
fared worfe, and lived on lefs, than any private
foldier in the regiment. The good .fenfe and
the known fpirit of Mr. W preferved him
from the ridicule and contempt with which this
difcovery might otherwife have been attended.
His merit as an officer mean-while recommended
Mr. W to the notice of his fuperiors; he
was promoted from time to time; but no pro- *
motion ever made any alteration on his mode of
life, After ferving with diftinguithed reputa-
tion under King William, Mr. W went
to Flanders, in the beginning of the Duke of
Marlborough’s campaigns, in -the courfe of
which he was promoted to the rank of General,
and obtained the command of a regiment. Al-
though his income was now great, he ftill lived
with the utmoft parfimony; and even thofe
who efteemed him the moft were obliged to al-
low that his love of money (which they confi-
. dered as a fort of difeafe) exceeded all bounds.
) His
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His enemies, however, were forced to acknow-
ledge, that in all his tranfactions he was perfectly
Honourable, and that his love of money never
led him to commit injuftice.

In one of the laft years of the war, General
w and his regiment went into winter-quar-
ters at Ghent. About the middle of winter his
officers were aftonithed at receiving an invita-
tion to dine with their Colonel for/the firft time,
Moft of the principal officers in the garrifon re-
ceived with equal furprife a fimilar invitation,
Upon the day appointed they went to the Ge-
neral’s houfe, where they were received with a
kindly cheerful welcome, proceeding from a
mind at eafe, and fatisfied with itfelf, more en-
gaging to the feelings of our guefts than the moft
finithed politenefs. After an elegant dinner,
wines of every kind were placed upon the table ;
and as the General knew that fome of his guefts
did not diflike their glafs, he pufhed the bottle
brifkly about. The company were more and
more aftonithed ; at length fome of them took
the liberty to exprefs what all of them felt. ¢ I
« do not wonder at your furprife,”” faid General
We——, ¢ and in juftice to myfelf 1 muft
¢« take this occafion to explain a condu& which
< hitherto muft have appeared extraordinary to
¢ all of you. You muft know, then, that I
¢ was bred a linen-draper in London. Early in

‘ < life.
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«¢ life I fet up in bufinefs, which for fome time
¢¢ I carried on with fuccefs, and to a confider--
¢ able extent. At length, by various misfor-
< tunes, I was obliged to ftop payment. I called
¢« my creditors together, and laid my.affairs
¢¢ before them ; and though they loft very con-
¢ fiderably, they were fo fatisfied with my con-
¢ du&, that they immediately gave me a full
¢¢ difcharge, and fome of them even urged me -
¢ to engage in bufinefs anew. But I was fo
« difheartened with my former ill fuccefs, that
¢ could not think of hazarding myfelf in the
¢ fame fituation again. At length I refolved to
¢¢ go into the army, and by the intereft of one
¢¢ of thofe creditors, who was fatisfied of the
¢¢ fairnefs of my conduc, and who pitied my
¢ misfortunes, obtained an enfigncy. But tho’
“ my creditors were fatisfied, I was far from
¢ being fo. The idea that they had fuffered by
¢ me dwelt upon my mind, and I felt that I
¢« could enjoy nothing while my debts remained
¢ unpaid. Happily I have at length accom-
¢ plifhed that obje®. The laft packet from
« England brought me a full acquittance from
¢ my creditors of all I owed them, principal
¢t and intereft. Till now I poffefled nothing
¢ which in juftice I could call my own. - Hitherto
¢ you have feen me a& as a rigid fteward for
¢ others; now I muft intreat that my friends
’ « will
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“ will affit me to enjoy an income far beyond
¢ my wants.”

I believe my readers will agree with me in
thinking that the condu&of General W—— was
truly noble. Of.men’s aions in public life it
is often difficult to form a juft eftimate. The
Statefman may be applauded for meafures which
are not his own, and a General or an Admiral
may be indebted for all his fame to a lucky ac-

“cident, which, ¢ without his ftir,” has crowned
him with viCtory unmerited and unexpected.
But General W ’s merit was all his own,
and ought to be rated the higher for this reafon,
that it was notof thatfplendid kind which figures
moft in the imagination of mankind.

T'o excite to virtue, by exhibiting piQures of
excellence and worth, is certainly the pleafanteft,
if not the beft and moft effe@ual mode of in-
firu&tion. To cite oppofite examples in our
own time, by way of contraft to this inftance in
the reign of Queen Anne, would be an ungrate-
ful tafk. I may mention, however, in order to
take off the idea of that diftin&ion which fome
men have arrogated to themfelves, from a con.
tempt of the obligations of juftice, that the pre-
eminence wbich rank or high life formerly ufed
to claim in that refpe@, is now in a great mea-
fure loft. Now-a-days there are tradefmen who

diffipate
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diffipate their own money, and wafte that with
which others have intrufted them, with all the
Jangfroid of the beft-bred people of fathion;
and we may meet with more than one man of
fpirit behind a counter, who can cock his hat
in the face of his creditors, as vahantly as lf
there was a cockade or a fcather in it.

R
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N°82.  SATURDAY, dugufl 26, 1786.

Fe warme contre lui que le fruit de fon crime.
CRrEBILLON.

HE effe@s of moral inftru@ion and pre-
cept on the mind have beéen rated very
highly by fome grave and worthy men, while’
by others the experience of their inefficacy, 'in
regulating the conduct of the hearer or reader,
has been cited as an indifputable proof of their
unimportance. . Among thofe, fay they, .on
whom Moral Eloquence has employed all her
powers, who have been tutored by the wifeft
and moft virtuous teachers, and have had.the
advice and diretion of the ableft and moft per-
fuafive guides, how few are there whofe future
conduét has anf{wered to the inftruction’ they
received, or the maxims which were fo often
repeated to them. Natural difpofition or ac-
quired habits regulate the tenor-of our lives; and
neither. the fermon that perfuadés, nbr the rela-
tion that moves, has any permanent effe& on
the a&tions of him who liflens or who weeps.
Yet, though examples of their efficacy are not

~ very-frequent, it does not altogether follow that

Vour. III. G the
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the difcourfe or the flory are ufelefs and vain.
Stronger motives- will no doubt overpower.
weaker ones, and thofe which conftantly iaffail -
will ‘prevail ovér others which ~feldom oecal.
Paflion therefore will fommetimes be obeyed

when redfon is forgot, and corrupt fociety will:
at length- overcome the beft early imprefhons. .

But the effe@s of that redfon, or of thofe im- .
preflioris, we are riot always in-condition to eflis
mate fairly. The examples of their failuremre:
eafily known, and certain of -being bbferved;
the inftances of fuch as have been -preferved
from furrounding contagion by their influence,
are traced with difficulty, and ftrike usnlefs
when they are traced,

- Formal precepts and hypbtbctxcal “cautiofs

are indeed frequently offered to youth and’in-
experience, in a manner fo ungracious as nejs’

ther to command their attention nor concitiate

their liking. He who fays I am to inftru and

to warn, with a face of inftruftion or ads"

monition, prepares his audience for hehring”

what the young and the’ lively always™aveid"

as tirefome, or fear as unpleafant: A~‘mere

willing and a deeper imprefion will be afvade’

when the obfervation arifes without “being

prompted, when the underﬁandmg is “addreffed -
through the-feelings. -It was this' which ftruck

_me fo forcibly in the ftory of Father Nicholas:' 1
- pever

A m——————— + o
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never felt fo flrongly the evils of diffipation,
noy e, was fc aihamed of .the fhame of bﬁmg
vigtioue oL 0

Iswas.at 2 fmall town in Brltmy, n xWthh-
there whas a convent of Benedictines, where par-
tidufar- cinckmftances - had. induced .me :to- take
upavy. refidenge: for . a. few weeks. They had .
fomse piGures which. ftrangers ufed to vidity, I
wents with-a party whofe purpofe was to lapk -
atghem: mine ‘in fuch places -is rathen tqdopk
at men. « If im the-world we behold the thiftqu.
fdene.swhich prompts obfervation, wg fee ipy
fyebfesluded facieties. 2 fort of ftill life, whigh.
notifbes shought,- which gives fubjet for me-
ditation, I confefs however I have.often,been .
difgppeingcd,;, L have feen a group of faces -
dex., their pgwls .on which fpeculanon cou d
buxld. pothipg ; ,.mere commop-place cqungg-
nanges, , whigh ngh.t have equally wcll be-
longed tpa. cqurat]on of bakers or butchers)
Maft of thof i the convent. I now vifited were.
of that kind; ane however was of 3 very fupe-
no: ofder.;. that of a monk, wha, kneeled ata
diflance from the.altar, near a Gothic window,
thgough the painted.panes of which.a gleamy
light touched his forehead, and threw a dark
Rembrundt .thade op.the hallow of a large, )
black, :melangholy eye. It was impofiible’ not
to take notice of bim. He looked up, invo-

‘ G2 luntarily
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luntarily no doubt, to a pi¢ture of our Saviour
bearing his crofs ; the fimilarity of the attitude,
and the quiet refignation of the two counte-
nnces, formed a refemblance that could not but
ftrike every one. ¢ It is Father Nicholas,”
whifpered our conduttor, ¢ who is of.all the
¢ brotherhood the moft rigid to himfelf, and
¢ the kindeft to other men. To the diftrefled,
< to the fick, and to the dying, he is always
¢ ready to adminifter aflitance and confolation.
«¢ No body ever told him a misfortune in which
¢¢ he did not take an intereft, or requeft good
« offices which he refufed to grant: yet the
<« gufterity and mortifications of his own life
¢« are beyond the ftri¢teft rules of his order;
¢ and it is only from what he does for others
“"¢¢ that one fuppofes him to feel any touch of
¢ humanity.” The fubje&t feemed to make
our informer eloquent. I was young, curious,
enthufiaftic; it funk into my heart, and I could
not reft till I was made acquainted with Father
Nicholas. Whether from the power of the in-
troduétion I procured, from his own benevo-
lence, or from my deportment, the good man
looked on me with the complacency of a parent.
¢ It is not ufual,” faid he, ¢ my fon, for peo-
¢«¢ ple at your ageto folicit acquaintance like
¢« mine. To you the world is in its prime;
¢« why fhould you anticipate its decay ! Gaiety

- - . ¢ and
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¢ and cheerfulnefs fpring up around you;
¢ why fhould you feek out the abodes of me-
« langholy and of woe? Yet though dead to
¢ the pleafures, I am not infenfible to the cha-
< rities of life. I feel your kindnefs, and wifth
¢ for an opportunity to requite it.” He
perceived my turn for letters, and thewed me
from curious MS8S. and fome fcarce boeks,
which belonged to their convent: thefe were
not the communications I fought; accideat
gave me an opportunity of obtaining the know~
ledge I valued more, the knowledge of Father
Nicholas, the ftory of his forrows, the caufe of
his aufterities. e
- One evening when I entered. his cell, after
"knocking -at the: door without being heard, 1
perceived him kneeling before a. crucifix, to
which was affixed a fmall pi&ure, which I took
to be that of the blefled Virgin. I ftood be-
hind him, uncertain whether I fhould wait the
clofe of his devotional exercife, or retire un.
perceived as 1 came. His face was covered with
his hand, and [ heard his ftifled groans. A
mixture of compaflion and of curiofity fixed
me to my place. He took his hands from his
eyes with a quickened movement, as if a pang
had forced them thence: He laid hold of the
pifure, which he kiffed twice, prefled it to his
bufom, and then, gazing an it earneftly, burft

G 3 into
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into tears. After a few moments, he ‘d%ﬁ)é‘d
his hiands together, threw a look up to heavéf,
and muttering fome words which | could ‘hibt
hear, drew a deep figh, which feemed'to clofe
the. account of his forrows for the fime, and
rifing from his knees, difcovered me. “1 whs
athamed of 7 my fituatiqp, and’ “tammerdd -t
fome Va_p{o‘lqu for my unirténtional ¥nt> ﬁ:‘ﬁ
t;on o'? hns devonons -—-“ ‘Alas! ( thid he) be
,not decewed thefe afe not the teard of 4é-
< yotion; not the meltings of piéty,'bﬁxt the
« ﬁmngmgs of remorfe. Perhaps, young ik,
@ it may ﬁead ‘theé to be told the’ ftoiy bhilay
« fu&'enn s and of my fins: mgehuou‘ﬂa’d
w naﬁurc Eems? it may be” expofed g 1ol
“’tions Tike fnine ; Tt may ‘be  the W&rh‘f“af
« laudable feelings perverted, of v1rtue'betﬁ7§
“ ed of falfe honour,” and miftaken ﬂlame pr

My npme is. St. Hubert ;.. my famn]y a,nc;cnt
agd x;efpc&ablc, though its, domams, from va-
sigus ;untoward events, pad been contra&cd
meuch withip their former extent. lofl m
father hefore I knew the misfortune of loﬁng
him; and the mdulgence of my mother, who
contmued a widow, made up, in the eftima-
tion of a young man, for any want of that pro-
. tcéhpq or of gundance wblch another ‘parent

might | have afforded. After having paﬁ’ed with

applaufe “through the ordmary ﬁudles which the
capital
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capital of our province .allowed an opportunity
of acquiring, my mother fent me to Paris,
along with the fon' of a neighbouring family,
who, though of lefs honourable defcent, was
much richer than ours. Young Delaferre (thas
Wwas :my compapion’s name) was intended for
the army ; me, from particular circumftances
which promifed {yccefs in that lmc, my mother
and her friends had_deftined for the lorig robe,
and had agreed for the purchafe of a charge
for me when I (hould be qualified for it. " De-
lafegre.. had a {oyermgn contempt for any pro=-
feffion but that of. arms, and took gvery oppor-
tupity of infpiring me with the fame fentiments, ~
~In the capital 1 had this yxejudnce every day
mors and mare, conﬁrmq . The jferte of every
man. wk;o had ferved, the infolent fupcnonty
he claimgd oyer . bxs fellow- cmzens,‘ dazzled my
ambmon and awed my bafhfulnefs. "From "na-
ture T had that” extreme fenfibiity” ‘of fhame,
whxch Eould ot ftand gainkt the ridicule even
‘of much ‘mi?enok men. Ignorarice would often
Confound me in’ miatters of which I was perfe@-.
l well informed, ‘from his fuperiot eﬂ"rontery 3
and the be&-eﬁabhfhed principles ' of 'iy mind
you]d (;ometsmes yleld to the lmpudence of af-
{unﬂng foghlﬁry or of unblufhmg vice. To
the prafeﬂion ‘which my relations had marked
out for e, a}tennon, dxhgence, ‘and ' fober
' G, <7 mhangiers

e
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manners were raturally attached ; having once
fet down that profeffion as humiliating, I cone
cluded its attendant qualities to be equally dif-
honourable. I was athamed of virtues to which
I was naturally inclined, a bully in vices which
T hated and defpifed. Delaferre enjoyed my
apoftacy from innocence as a victory he had
gained. At fchool he was much my inferior,
and Y attained every mark of diftin&ion to
‘which he had afpired in vain. In Paris he
triumphed in his turn; his fuperior wealth en-
2bled him to command the appearances of fu-
perior dignity and fhow; the cockade in his
hat infpired a confidence which my fituation
did not allow ; and, bold as he was in diffipa~
tlon dnd debavchery,-he led me as an inferiot
Wwhom he had taught the art of living, whom he
had firft trained to independence and to man-
Kood. ¥fy mother’s ill judged kindnefs fup-
plied me with the means of thofe pleafures
which my companions induced me to- fhare, if
;ﬂeafures they might be called, which I often
partook with uneafinefs and rcflected on with
remorfe, Scmetxmcs, though but too feldom,
I was as much a hypocrite on the other fide;
1 was felf-denied, beneficent, and virtuous by
ftealth ; while the time and money which I had
fo employed, I boafted to my companions of

~

havmg f}eut in debauchery, in riot, and in vice."
The



Negi. THE LOUNGER. 129

The habits of life, however, into which I had
been led, began by degrees to blunt my natural
feelings of rc&itude, and to take from vice the
reftraints of confcience. But the dangerous
conne&ion [ had formed was broken off by the
accident of Delaferre’s receiving orders to join

“his regiment, then quartercd at Dunkirk., At
his defire, 1 gave him the convoy as far as to
a relation’s houfe in Picardy, where he was to
fpend a day or twoin his way. I will intro-
¢ duce you,” faid be in a tone of pleafantry,
‘ becaufe you will be a favourite ; my coufin
¢« Santonges is as {ober and precife as you were
< when I firft found you.” The good man
whom he thus chara&terifed pofleffed indeed all
thofe virtues of which the ridicule of Delaferre
had fometimes made me afhamed, but which ig
had never made me entirely'_ceafe to revere, In
his family I regzined the ftation which, in our
diffipated fociety at Paris, I had loft His
example encouraged and his precepts fortified
my natural difpofition to goodnefs;- but his
daughter, Emilia de Santonges, was a more
interefting afliftant to it.  After my experience
of the few of her fex with whom' we were
acquainted in town, the native beauty, the unaf- -
fe&ted manners of Emilia, were infinitely attract-
ive. Delaferre, however, found them infipid
and tivefome. He left his kinfman’s the third

G s ‘ mosning

. e
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morning after his arrival, promifing, as foon
as his regiment fhould be reviewed, to meet me
in Paris. Except/in Paris, faid he, we oxuift
merely, but do not live. I found it very dif-
ferent. I lived but in the prefence of Emilia de
Santoniges. But why fhould I recallsehnlkdays -
of pureft felicity, or think: of what my Emilia
was | For not long after fhe was mine. In the
‘winter they came to Paris, on account of her
ftlier’s health, which was then rapidly'on’the
decIme T tended him with that affidiity which
was due to his friendthip, which ‘the-company
of Emilia ' made more an ‘indulgence than 2
duty Out cares, and the fkilJ of his phyficiags,
_ werc  Yruitlefs, He died; -and left Kis davgitir
“toilly ?‘nendﬂnp Tt was then that't hirft darcd

" to Hope for her love; that bver the grave of hér
father T’ ‘mingled my tears with Emilia%; and
_tremblmg!y ventured to afk, if fthe ¢thought.me
worth{ylof comforting her forrows ¥ Emilis was
tod ‘uirioc‘en'& for- drfgm{e-, too honeft' foryaffe-
ation.” ‘She gave her’ hand to my virtues i(for
I then'was' vnrwbus), ‘to’ reward at the:fame
txme, “4nd’ to confirm’ them. We retired ta
Santonges, where ‘we enjoyed as mueh feliciey
a$ pei”haps the lot of hurmatiity will'sllow, My
“Emilia® mekit was- equal to her “happinefs 3 -and
" T miay"fhy ‘without vanity; fince'it is neveimy
fhame, that the firice veretched St Hubert was
then thought to deferve the bleflings he enjoyed.

4
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-Conhnuat;on of the Story of Fatb.er
-t Mcbala:. \ .

PRI BT SO
I’N this. fate of peaccful fel:c»ty we had Tived
fomething more than a year, when my ' Emi-
ka. found -herfelf with child. .On.that occaﬁon
.my: anxiety w3s fuch as a hufband who 4qtes
.upon hiswife:may be fuppofed to fec}. 5 In Sop-
-fequenee of: that anxiety, I propofed our, remov-
ing for..fome weeks. to Paris, where ﬂlc mlg t
bdve, gblet aﬁiﬁance than our provmce cou}d
“foon cxpe&ed. To this lhe qby;&qd wnt}{;,‘éé -
¢neftnefa, from, a variety of ‘motiyes 3" but, moft
-of simy:- neighbours applaudqd my.. refoluuoq,
-and om)“who» was. the nephew of a farme;- e-
negal,<and h,ad,purchafed the egiate on, \thqh'
. bis father hadsbeen a tenant, told me, tﬁe da
-gex - frem. gheir. country, amw;bwrs was fuc?:
vt nebody whe .could affprd tq, go t.q)fqns
l)wad shipk.of trufting, them. .1 w3s a little
‘tendegion the. reproach of pqwq:t,v ﬁnd gpfo-
) hnelyﬂoﬁmmed for the. gourngy. &‘o induce
: .G 6 my
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my wife’s confent, I had another pretext, being
left executor to a friend who had died in Paris,
and had effes: remaining there. Emilia at laft
conferited, and we removed to ‘town accord-
mgly
" For fome time I fcarce ever left our Hotel ¢

It was the fame at which Emilia and her father
had lodged when he came to Paris to die, and
leave her to my love. The recollection of thofe
fecenes, tender and interefting as they were,
fpread a fort of melancholy-indulgence over our
mutual fociety, by which the company of any
thitd pérfon could fcarcely be brooked. My
. wife had fome of thofe fad prefages which
women of her fenfibility often feel in the condi«
tion the was thenin. All my attention and fo-
licitude “were excited to combat her fears. < I
¢ fhall not livey” fhe would fay,  to revifit
t_Santoriges : but my Henry will think of me
¢ there: In thofe woods in which we have fo
¢ often walked, by that brook to the fall of
& which we have liftened together, and felt in
¢ filence what language, at leaft what mine,
¢ my Love, could not fpeak.”~—The good Fa-
_ ther was overpowered by the tendernefs of
" the image that rufthed upon his mind, and tears
for a moment ¢hoked his utterance. After a
fhort fpace bc.began, with a voice faultering’ and
weak

-—¢ Pardon
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—¢¢ Pardon the emotion that ftopped my re-
cital.  You pity me; but it is not always that
my tears are of fo gentle a kind; the images Her
fpeech recalled foftened my feelings into forrow ;
but I am not worthy of them.-— Hear the con-
feffion of my remorfe.

The anxiety of my Emilia was. at laft diffi+
pated by her fafe delivery of a boy ; and on this
obje&t of a new kind of tendernefs we gazed
with inexpreflible delight. . Emilia fuckled the
infant herfelf, as well from the idea of duty
and of pleafure in tending it, as from the diffi-
culty of fihding -in Paris a nurfe to be trufted.
We propofed returning to the country as foon
4s the re-cftablifhment of her firength would
permit: Mean time, during her hours of reft;
I generally’ went out'to finifh the bufinefs which
the truft of my deceafed friend had devolved
upon me. ’

In pafling through the Thuilleries, inm one of
thofe walks, I met my old companion Delaferre.
He embraced me with a degree of warmth which
I fcarce expeled from my knowledge of his .
difpofition, or the length of time for which our
correfpondence had been broke off. He had
heard, he faid, accidentally of my being in
town, but had fought me for feveral days in
vain. In truth, he was of a]l men one whom 1
was the moft afraid of meeting.. 1" had heard

n
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in the country of his unbounded diffipation and
extravagance ; and™ there were fonre ftoriesrto
bis prejudice which’ were ~only 'not belbmidd,
from an tmwillingnefs-to believe them:in.people
whom the corruptions of ¢he world had.nqt
familiarifed to bafenefs ; yet I found he ftill pof-
fefled a kind of fuperiority over my mind, which
1 was glad to excufe, by forvingmyfelf to:think
him lefs unworthy than hewas weparted. .. Aé-
ter a vartety of inquiries, aAd exprefling his.cob-
dial fatisfaQion at the prefent happine(s I'en-
joyed, he prefled me to fpend - that evening with
him fo earneftly, that though I had:made itva
fort of rule to be' at-home, I -was athdmell to
offer an apelogy, and agreed %o -mest: humat the
hour he appointcd. Co o d Filoatd
Our company confifted onYy -of Dem’dm!
himfelf, 4nd two other officers, ‘onea -gobd
deal older- than amy of us, who: had the crofs
of St. Louis, ‘and the rask of Colonel, .whomd
thought the moft agreeable man T had. everimet
with, : "The wunwillingnefs with whictt I hud le
home, and the éxpeationiof a 'very différent
fort of party where I' was going, ‘maderume feel
the prefent ‘one doubly ‘pleathat. :\ My fpirits,
which were rathér low when: 1. went:ip, from
that conftraint’F was prepared for;: rofe -imopeny
portion to the pledfantry dround ave; ankiitie
perfe eafe in-which I-fousid mylelf with [this
old
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‘oid iofficqry ‘whe bad: informatiop, wit, fenti-
menty “every i thing I yalugd. .moft, and every '
(thing- 1 Jeaft expeQed.in a fociety fcle@ed by
Delaferres 1t was late, before we parted 5, and at
parting | received, not without pleafyre, anin-
~vitatiofi from the Colonel to fup with him the
euemng after.: ..
*n.The ¢ompany.at his hou{'c L found ex;lxvened '
-by. his fifter and a friend of hers, # widow, who,
thougls poti 3 perfed beayty,-had.a countenance
-that! imprefled on¢ much more in her favour
rthan :mere- beasty could. When filent, there
swas a'certain foftnefs in it ipfinite]y bewitching ;
ambswhea.it was lightened up by.the expreflion
a#hich her convedation gave, it was equally at-
tra&tive. 'We happened to be placed next each
-other. - Upufed as I was to the little gallantries
of fafhionable life, I rather withed than hoped
to,make myfelf agreeable to her. She feemed,
‘however, jnterefted in my. attentions and con-
werfation, and in hers 1. found myfelf flattered
at the fame time; and delighted.  We played,
againfk the inclinatiop of this Lady and me, and
iwe won rather more thap I withed. Had I been
as rich as Delaferre,. I fhould have objected to
ithe deepnefs of the fakes: but we were the only
pesfons of the company that. feemed -uneafy at
our fuccefs, and; we parted. with the moft cor-
dial .good-humows. Madame de Trenville (that |
‘was
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was the widow’s name), fmiling to the Coloriel,
afked him to take his revenge at her houfe, and
faid, with an air of equal modefty and frank-
nefs, that as I had been the partner of her fuc-
vefs, ‘fhe hoped for the "hefiour of my company,
to take the chance of fharing a lefs fav‘ourable
fortune,

" At firft my wife had expreﬁ'ed her fatnsfac—

_tion”at my finding amufement in fociety, to re=

lieve the duty of attending her, But -when my
abfence grew very frequent, as indeed I was al.
moft every day at Madame de Trenville’s, though
her words continued the farhe, fhe could not
help expreffing by her countenance her diffatif=
fa&ion at my abfence. 1 perceived this at firft
with tendernefs only, and next evening-excufed
myfelf from keeping my engagement. ButI
found my wife’s company not what it ufed to
be : thoughttul; but afraid to truft one another
with our thoughts, Emilia fhewed her unfeafi-
nefs in her looks, and I covered mine but 1“
with an aflumed gaiety of appearance.

The day following Delaferre called, and faw
Emilia for the firft time. He rallied me gently
for bréaking ‘my laft night's appointment, and
told me of another which he had made for me;
which my ‘wife infifted on my keeping. Her
coufin applauded her condu&, and joked on the

. in
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in the evening, I came to with Emilia good
night. I thought I' perceived a tear on her
cheek, and would have ftaid, but for the thame
of not going.” The company perceived my want
of gaiety, and Delaferre was merry on the oc-
" cafion. Fven my friend the Colonel threw in 2
little ranllery on the fubject of marriage. ’Twas
the firft time I felt fomewhat awkward at being
the only married man of the party.

We played deeper and fat later than former—
ly ;- but I-was to fhew myfelf not afraid of my
_wife, and objefted to neither. I loft confiders

ably, and returned home mortified and cha-
grined. I faw.Emilia next morpipg, whofe fpi-
tits were; not - high,. Methought her looks re-
proached my-.conduch and 1 -was enough in
the wrong to be angry that they did fo. Dela-
ferre came to take me to his houfe to dinner. -
He obferved as we went, that Emilia looked ill.
¢« Going to the country will re-eftablith her,”
faid I.—* Do you leave Paris }*’ faid he.—¢ In
¢ a few days.””’—¢ Had I fuch motives for re-
* maining in it as you have.”~—% What mo-
¢ tives ?’——¢¢ The attachment of fuch friends;
¢ but friendfhip-is a cold word : the attachment
 of fuch a woman as de Trenville.” 1 know
not how I looked, but he prefled the fubje& no
farther; perhaps I was lefs offended than I
ought to have been.

-

We
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We went to that Lady’s houfe after dinner.
She was drefled moft elegantly, and looked
more beautiful than everI had feen her. The
party was more numerons than ufual; and there
was more vivacity in it. The converfation
turned upon my intention of leaving Paris ; the
ridicule of country-manfers, - of countrf-%pi—
nions, of the infipidity of ¢ountry-enjoyments,
was kept up with infinite fpirit by Delaﬁ:rre,
and moft of the younger members of‘the ccnt-
pany.  Madame de Trenville did'néf jofh in
their mirth," and fomeétimes: fooked 2t e ds i
the fubje&t was too ferious for-her té- %‘lﬁhhfy
on. I’ was half athamed and hilf Porry ehat T
was going'to the Coulitry; Yefs tificafy %i{h’%ﬁ
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M1
(.?gnqluﬁqn of 'the Story of Father
LUV Ay Nabala:. e -

stgbU o4 1) .
“I“W a§;.a,.coward, howaver, in t‘hg wrong as

well 33, in the right, and fell upom.an expe-
dn;gt \£Q ,@:rggx; myfelf from a dx{coyery that
mgl;,tg;ag; faved, me. I eontuy:d ta dqcervc
PEWEnane 1q mcgal my. vifits to, Madame de
JN‘W 4 ﬂhﬂﬂ@eﬁwe me”’“c‘ of. fgme Pe"Plex'
ing mcsdenghtlgg,had ar,\fen in ,the management
of thofe affairs with which I was intrufted. Her

mind was too pure for {ufpicien or for Jealoufy.-
It was eafy even for a novice in falfehood, like
me, to deceive her. But I had an able afliftant
in Delaferre, who now refumed the afcendency
over me he had formerly poflefled, but with an
attraGion more powerful, from the infatuated
attachment which my vanity and weaknefs, as
much as her art and beauty, had made me con-
ceive for Madame de Trenville.

It happened that juft at this time a young’
man arrived from our province, and brought
letters for Emilia from a female friend of her’s

in
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in the neighbourhood of Santonges. He had
been bred a miniature-paint=r, and came to
town for improvement in his art.  Emilia, who
doted on her little boy, propofed to himi to draw
his pi€ture in the innocent attitude of his fleep.
The young painter was pleafed with the idea,
" provided fhe-would allow him to paint the child
in her arms. This- was to be concealed from
me, for the fake of furprifing me with the pic-
ture when it fhould be finifhed. That the might
have a better opportunity of effe@ing this little
¢oncealment, Emilia would often hear, with a
fort of iat:sfaltion, my engagements abroad; and

encourage me to keep them,- that the pi&urei .

might advance in my abfénce.: - -~ . -

She knew not. what, during that abfdll:e,
was my employment.. - The flave of viceand of
profufion, "I' was vialating my:faith o her, in
the arms of the moft artful and worthlefs of
women, and lofing the fortune that thould have
fupported wy child and her’s, o a fet of chdats
and villains, Such was the fnare that Deta-
ferre and his aflociates had drawn around me.
It was covered with the appearance of love and
generofity.  De Trenville had art enough to
make me believe, that fhe was every way the
victim of her afteGtion for me.- My firfk great
lofles at play fhe pretended to--r¢imburle from
her own private fortune, and then threw her-
s , felf
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felf upon my honour, for celief from thofe dif-
welles info which I .had brought her. After
having exhaufted all the money I poflefled, and
all my credit could command, I would have
flopped fhort: of ruin; but when I thought of
returning in difgrace and poverty to the place
I bad left refpefted and happy, I had not refo-
lution enough to.retreat. I took refuge in de-
fperation, mortgaged the remains of my eftate,
and ftaked the produce to recover what 1 had
loft, or to lofe myfelf. The event was fuch as
mrght have been- expected. '

- After the dizzy horror of my fituation had
left me power to think, I hurried to Madame
de Trenville’s, She gave me fuch a reception
as fuited one who was no longer worth the de-
ceiving. Convitien of her falfehood, and of
that ruin to which fthe had been employed to
lead me;: flathed upon my mind. -1 left her with
execrations, which fhe received with the cool-
nefs of hardened vice, of experienced feduc-
tion,. I ruthed from her houfe, I knew not
whither. My fteps involuntarily led me home.
At'my own door I ftopped, as if it had been
- death to-enter. When I had fhrunk back fome
pacesy- I turned again ; twice did I attempt to
knock, and could not ; my heart throbbed with
un{peakable horror, and my knees fmote each
other.- It was night, and the -ftreet was dark

* and
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and filent around me. I threw myfelfdomwmbeari:
fore the doory and withed: fome mufftan’s band.
to eafe me of life and thoughttogethers  At>
laft the recolle&tion of Emilia, and -of my iuw-
fant boy, croflfed my .difordered : mind, and -a..
guth of tendernefs burft from :my eyes. .. Liofe;:
and knocked at the door, - When:I wasdatuin,;
I went up foftly to my wife®s chambin v Shey
was afleep, with 2 night-lamp burning by hemp.
her child fleeping on her bofom,- and:lits ‘little' =
band grafping her neck. Think what I felt.as:
Ilooked! She fmiled through her fleep, and~
feemed to dream of happinefs. My brainobe-1>
gan to madden again; and-as thé"mifery to-
which fhe muft wake crofled 'my xrdaginzﬁw,
the horrible idea arofe within me,<~1 fudder
yet to tell it,—to murder them as they la ir ahd
next myfelf | —I firetched my hand towards my -
wife’s throat!l—~The infant unclafped its litédle
* fingers, and laid hold of ‘ene of mine The !
gentle preflure wrung my ‘heart; its- foftriefs
returned ; I-biirft into tedrs; but I''céuld not ~
ftay to tell her of our'ruin.’ I rifhed out of the
room, and, gaining an obfcure hotel in a-dif-
tant part of the town; wrote a few diftradtéd- -
lines, acquainting' her of my folly and of my-
crimes; that I meant immediately to leave
France, and not return till my penitence theuld

wipe out my offences, and my induftry repair -
3 that
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that ruine in which/ I had invelved ber. I re-
commended.her and ny-child. to my. mother’s
care, and'tp . the- protedtion of that. Heaven
whicly fhe. had ngvér offended.: Having fent
this,. B:left Paris on- the inftant, and had walked
feveral i miles: from - town_ .before it ‘'was light,
At fun-rife a flage.coach overtook me. ’Twas
goihg onthe road to Brefl, I entered it without
arramging any -future plan, and fat in fullen and
gleomiy filance, in the corner of the carriage.
That -day and next night I went on mechani-
cally, witly fpveral other paflengers, regardlefs
of fdod: and- incapable of reft. But the fecond
day I found my ftrength fail, and when we
flopped in, the ev{cning, I fell down in a faint
in $he,paflnge of the inp. I was put to bed, it

fegms, @nd lay for more than a week in the

ﬂmfg&lon pf a Jow fever.

- gharitable. brother of that order to which

1 sow belgng, who happened to be in the inn,
atsended me with the greateft™ care and huma-
nitys iand -when. I began to recover, the good
old yman, miniftered, to my foul, as he had done
to my,body, that afliftance and confolation he
eafily-difcovered jt to need. By his tender af-
fiduities I was now fo far recruited as to be able
to-higathe the frefh air at the window of a little
paslosr - As 1 fa there one morning, the fame
ftageaceach in which I had arrived, ftopped at
the
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the door of the inn, when I faw alight out of it
the young painter who had been recommended
to us at Paris. The fight overpowered my
weaknefs, and I fell lifelefs from my feat. The
incident brought feveral people into the room,
and amonkft others the young man himfelf.
When they had reftored me to fenfe, I-had re<
colle&tion enough to defire him to remain with .
me alone. It was fome time before he recog-
nized me; when. he did, with, harror in his
afped, after much hefitation, and the moft fo-
lemn intreaty from me, he told me the dread-
ful fequel of my misfortunes. My wifeand child
were no more. The fhock which my letter
gave, the ftate of weaknefs the was then in, had
not ftrength to fupport. The effellts were a
fever, delirium, and death. Her infant perithed
'with her. In the interval of reafon preced-
ing her death, fhe called him to ber bed-fide;
gave him the picture he had drawn; and with
her laft breath charged him, if ever he could
find me out, to deliver that and her forgivenefs
to me. He put it into my hand. I know not
haw I furvived. Perhaps. it was owing to the
outwort ftatg in which my difeafe had lefc me.
My heart was tco weak to burft; and there was
a fort of palfly on my mind that feemed infen-
fible. to its calamities, By that holy man whao -
had once before faved me from death, I was
8 placed
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placed here, where, except one melancholy
journey to that fpot where they had laid my
Emilia and her boy, I have ever fince remiined.
My ftory is unknown, and they wonder at the
feverity of that life by which I endeavour to
atone for my offences.—But it is not by fuf-
fering alone that Heaven is reconciled; I en-
deavour, by works of charity and beneficence,
to make my being not hateful in its fight.
Blefled be God! I have attained the confolation
I withed.—Already, on my wafting days a beam
of mercy theds its celeftial light, The vifions
of this flinty couch are changed to mildnefs.
*Twas but laft night my Emilia beckoned me in
fmiles ; this little cherub was with her !’ ——His
voice ceafed,—he looked on the pi&ure, then
towards Heaven; and a faint glow croffed the

“palenefs of his cheek. I ftood awe-ftruck at

the fight. The bell for Vefpers tolled—he took
my hand—I kifled his, and my tears began to
drop on it.—¢ My fon,” faid he, ¢ to feelings
like yours it may not be unpleafing to recall my
ftory : .—If the world allure thee, if vice enfnare
with its pleafures, or abafth with its ridicule,
think of Father Nlcholas—be virtuous, and be

happy.”
Z

Vour.1lI. H
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N°8s5.. SATURDAY, September 16, 1786.

Non adeo inhumano ingenio fum, Cherea,
Negue tam imperita, ut quid amor valeat nefiiam.

TER.

LS HY,” fays ope of my correfpondents,

who writes in a fair Italian hand,
and fubfcribes herfelf Jmoinda, ¢ Why have
« you fo little of love in the Lounger?” I
anfwer, becaufe there is fo little of it in the
“world. ¢ Love,” fays an author, who is
probably of Imoinda’s acquaintance, ¢ Love,
¢ the paffion moft natural to the fenfibility of
¢ youth, has loft the plaintive dignity he
¢¢ once poffefled, for the unmeaning fimper of
¢ a dangling coxcomb ; and the only ferious
¢ concern, that of a dowry, is fettled even
« among the beardlefs leaders of the dancing-
¢ fchool *.”” It is undoubtedly true, that our
¢ young men now-2-days begin very early to fee
the propriety of mingling in love-affairs the
utile dulci ; which may be tranflated, that they
think fully as much of the-fortune -as of the
Lady.

#* Man of Feeling,

. The
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The prefent age, amidft all its acquirements
and all its polifh, has loft a good deal of that
fpiri¢ of gallantry, and.delicate refpe& for the
ladies, which former times poflefled. If we
trace the hiftory of their power, from the days
of chivalry and romance down to the prefent
Jefs heroic times, we fhall find it gradually de.
clining, till now that there is little more than a
mere fovercignty of form, but fcarce any thing
of the empire of fentiment remaining.

The prevailing: rage for Play, which is almoft
the only amufement (if it may not rather be
called a bufinefs) whlch interefls the fathionable
world, has perhaps, of all circumftances, the
moft dire€t and powerful tendency to level the
fupremacy of the fex, and to flifle the feelings
of refpectful and delicate affection. Befides that
the paflions it excites are of that ungentle kind
which ¢ figre the. little laves,” there is, at 2
Whift or a Pharaoh table, a fort of bufinefs and
money-tranfaltion with the ladies, which ne-
ceffarily abates the prerogative of fex, and abo-
lithes that humble homage which they were
wont to claim, which we were flattered to pay,

In the intercourfe of. ordinary life, the late
founder of a fchool of politenefs recommended
a certain indifference or monchalance of manner,
as the charaéleriftic of a well-bred man. The -
fyftem has fince his time flourifhed and prevailed

Ha in
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in a moft extenfive degree ; and, like all other
fyftems ‘that war on natuse, -has been carried &
good deal farther by the difciples, than it.is
probable their mafter intended. . Nous avons
-« ¢hangé tout cela,”™ fays the: Maek- Doctor of
Mpliere; when his patient’s father ventured.to
fuppofe that the heart lay on the lefe.fde of 'the
body. The fine genteman of Lord Cheflarfield
has made a change fill greater; the heart iy
firuck out of his anatomy altogether. :
Nor is it only in the reforts of fafhionable,
or of diffipated life, that Love has loft his vo-
taries. 1n the walk of Letters, in the haunts of
Meditation, the ftudies of modern times tend
alfo to exclude his power. The modern.dif-
coveries in natural hiftory, and in the mecha-
-pical arts; the refearches into the various pro-
perties of matter, which the chymift and the
naturalift have' puthed to fo ‘extraordinary a
length, however ufeful to the purpofes of life,
are unfavourable to that enthufiafim’ which formed
the lover and the poet. “Ine ¢ {hadowy-tribes
« of Mmind® are -mach lefs cultivated than former-
ly. Fancy and imgination give place to ‘fober
seafon and to certain truth ;- and the' young
man who-in- the academic fhades wies wont to
dream majeftic things, and to weave the inytdt
garland for his miftrels, now watches the pro-
grefs of experiment, or unravels the maze of de-
monftration,
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monftration. Poetry is almoft extinguifhed
among us; and its decline may not unfairly be
fuppofed to hqld an equal-pace with that of love,
and to proceed from caufes of a fimilar kind.

Of all the ¢ penfive cares of life,”” none have
a greater tendency to purify and exalt the mind,
than-thofe of a delicate and virtuous love. The
infpiration "of its melancholy foars above the
groflnefs-of vice, and the meannefs of worldly
and low-thoughted care. Its tender diffrefles
humanize and foften.the heart; and the hope or

- the pride of its more fortunate ftate is the ftrongeft

imcentive to greatand noble atchievements. .

I have been led into this train of - refle&ion,
from the perufal of an elegant little Poem, with
which. 1 .was lately favoured by an unknown
correfpondent.. My readers, 1 am perfuaded,
will. hold themfelves indebted to me for its in-

fertion.:. The Mufe of later times, like a beauty

in the days of her decay, has been in ufe to
trigk herfelf out in artificial ornaments, to load

-het Janguage with epithet, and to twift her ex-

preflion .with inverfions. - The verfes of my
correfpondent are free from that defe&; he
breathes-the artlefs fentiments of ingenuous lqvc,
and clothes them in a fuitable fimplicity of lan-

guage.

-2

z _
Hj3
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‘

ODP to a LADY going abroad.

I.

- F AR, far from me my Delia goes,

And all my pray’rs, my tears, are vain;
Nor thall I know one hour’s repofe,
Till Delia blefs thefe eyes again.

Companion of the wretched, come,
Fair Hope | and dwell with me a2 while;

_ Thy heavenly prefence gilds the gloom,

While happier fcenes in profpec finile,

Oh! who can tell what Time may do3
How all my forrows yet may end?

Can fhe reje&t a love fo true?

" Can Delia e’er forfake her friend ?

) ‘xUnk.ind an& rude the thorn is feen,

No fign of future fweetnefs thows ;
But time calls forth its lovely green, -
And fpreads the blufhes of the rofe,

Then come, (:ir Hope, and whifper peacey

" " And keep the happy fcenes in view,

‘When all thefe cares and fears fhall ceafe,
And Delia blefs a love fo true.

.11. Hope,
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Hope, fweet deceiver, -ftill believ’d,
In mercy fent to foothe our care:

Oh! tell me, am I now deceiv’d,
And wilt thou Jeave me to Defpair?

Then hear, ye Powers, my earneft pray’r,
This pang unutterable fave ;

Let me not live to know defpair,
But give me quiet in the grave !

" Why fhould I live to hate the light,

Be with myfelf at conftant ftrife,

And drag about, in nature’s fpite,
An ufelefs, joylefs, load of life ?

But far from her all ills remove,-
Your favourite care let Delia be,
Long bleft in friendthip, bleft in love,
And may fhe never think on me,

I11.
But if, to prove my love fincere,
‘The fates a while this trial doom 3.
Then aid me, Hope, my woes to bear,
~ Norleave me till my Delia come ;

Till Delia come, no more to part,
And all thefe cares and fears remove,.
Hy. Oh,
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Oh, come! relieve this widow’d heart,
Oh, quickly come! my pride, my love !

My Delia come ! whofe looks beguile,
Whofe fmile can charm my cares away ;—
Oh! come with that enchanting fmile,
And brighten up life’s wintryday; - -

Oh, come! and make me full amends,
For all' my cares, my fears, my pain;

Delia, reftore me to my friends, '
Reftore me to myfelf again,
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~N°86. SATURDAY, September 23, 1786.

Happened to fpend fome days lately in the
country, at the houfe of a gentleman diftin-
guithed “in the tepublic of letters,” and whofe
convetfation is at all tithes in the higheft degree
inftruive afd entertaining. 'On my road home
from his houfe, ‘my whole thouglits were taken
., up with the agreeable entertainment I had re-
ceived from his company, and I was employed
in treafuring up in my mind the many ufeful ob-
fervations that had fallen from him. When I
arrived in town, the firft perfon I met with was
my old acquaintance Sympofius, Sympofius is
what is called a good bottle-companion ; that'is,
one who thinks none, talks little, and drinks a
great deal, He is much in company, and good
company too; becaufe he keeps his feat quietly;
kas a fteady hand at decanting a bottle, never
forgets where the toaft ftands, never inter-
rupts a ftory except by filling a bumper,. can
make punch, brew negus; and feafon a dewsl,
With this combination of qualities, Sympofius
is oftener feen at good dinners than any man in
town ; and were it not for the liquor he con-
fimes, would be as harmlefs as e’er a bottle-flidér
H 5 at
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at the table. At fome houfe of my acquaint-
ance he had heard of my country-excurfion, and
where I had pafled my time. ¢ You are a
¢ happy man,” faid he, ¢ in poflefling an inti-
“ macy and friendfhip fo valuable as that of
« Mr. . I was once accidentally at his
¢ houfe : he had the fineft batch of wine of
¢ any man in the country, I never drank fuch
¢ Old Hock in my life.” )
; I could not help fmiling at Sympofius’s idea
of a valuable friendfhip; and yet, when I confi-
dered the matter a little more clofely, I began
to think that in moft men the fame difpofition
might be traced, to value others according to the
ftandard of themfelves; to form their opinions
and their attachments from cireumftances as par-,
tial, though not fo ridiculous, as the friendthip
of Sympoﬁus for the cellar of Mr,
1 had not long parted with Sympoﬁus, when
I met with my old college-companion Dr. Sy»-
tax. He was, when I knew him firft, a tutoy
at one of the univerfities, which he left on the
death of a relation in India, who bequeathed
him a confiderable annuity for life. When at
the univerfity, he was remarkable for his fkill
in the Latin language, and flill confiders the
knowledge of that tongue as the only thing
which can condu& a man to eminence, I re-
member to have had fome converfation with
- him
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him about a gentleman, who, in his younger
years, was one of Syntax’s pupils. This gentle-
man had been bred to the bar ; and after having
figured in his profeffion, ‘he became a member
of the legiflature, and was confidered as one
of the ableft ipeakers in the houfe in which he
fat. < Yes,” faid my learned friend, ¢ I al-
¢ ways knew the lad woulddo well. When he

¢ was under my care, he wrote Latin verfes
¢ fafter than any boy I ever knew, and com-
"¢ pofed the beft difcourfe I ever read upon Pa-
“ tavinity.” 1tock care not to let Syntax know
thdt the firft thing his pupil did, was to endea-
vour to _forget almoft all he had learned from his
mafter, and that to this he principally aferibed
his fuccefs in life. '
But it is not only amongft men of learning
that this narrownefs of opinion is to be met
_with. It is to be found in all profeffions and
inevery fituation,  Ditticus is a man of fortune,
and indeed he has this mcnt, that it has been
principally made by himfelf. To men whofe
‘wealth is of their own acquxrement, it naturally
. "appéars of the higheft value, as the Ifraelitas
‘WOrfhlpped ‘the golden image they had made.
Ditticus ‘fuppofes,- that the pofleffion of wealth
conftitutes the great happinefs of life. In this,
perhaps, however falfe the fuppofition, Ditticus
is not fingular; but he carries thé matter a -
Hé good
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good deal farther, and thinks that wealth confers
not only. every blefling, but every talent and
accomplithment. He thinks meanly of the
fenfe, the learning, or the tafte of any man who
walks on foot, a little better of one who rides
a-horfeback, but his. idea of fupreme excellence
is confined to the perfon who lolls in his coach
and fix. When you fee Ditticus with a firan-
ger, you may judge of the weight of his purfe
from the degree of complaifance and attention
which Ditticus pays to his opinions. Ditticus
would not for the world be thought to be intj-
mate with a poor man; and avoids as much as
poffible being feen with perfons fufpedted of
poverty; and if he thould be fo unlucky gs tp
encounter with any of them, he takes care to
-fhow, by his behaviour, in what repute he holds
their abilities and underftanding. If he hasa
rich man at his table, he fends him alarger flige
.of his mutton than. to any other perfon, as if
his flomach were_proportionably capacious as
his purfe ; if he is engaged in a party at cards,
he chufes the wealthieft man of the fet for his
partner, as if riches could give {kill in the game.
- 1 dined t’other day with Ditticus, when, upon
his telling me a ftory that appeared nat a little
.improbable, I exprefled fome difficulty to'give
entire credit to it; Ditticus, with great earneft-
nefs, aflured ms it was mofl certainly true; for he

had
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‘had heard it from a gentleman of L. 3000 a-
year.’

"The charalter of Valens is very different from
that of Ditticus, but he is guided by principles
equally abfurd. Valens has the good fortune to
be poffefled of a hale robuft conftitution. Valens
is not only fenfible of the advantage arifing from
this circumftance, but prizes it fo highly as to
think it communicates every other advantage;
-and that the want of it is conne@®ed with _every
‘thing thatis mean and unworthy Valens never
fees 2'mian with broad ﬂ:ouldcrs, brawny legs,
‘or an opén cheft, but he Jooks upon him “with
refped, and withes to become his friend; while
he farts back with horror from, and® avoxd§
as he would doa thing comammated a man
who has the appearance of a weak and fickl
‘conftitution, In Ihort, good health with’ Vialeds
is like the erift of loaf bread whicli’ Pefer
told his brothers was the ftaff of life, in Which
was contiined the quinteflence of becf, ‘mutton
veal, venifon, partrtdge, p]um-puddrng, and
cuftard. " As Valens is a man of fome educd.
tion,  hi¢ has formed:a theory, in order to Ju(h
his condu& and’ prmcxples " IF you - attémpc
fo reafon with him, Re will tell'yéu, that Health
muit be the foundation, not only of gbod morafs
but of évery thing elfe that is va}uable" that
wnhout a robuﬂ: conftitutiony no' man can

poflefs
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poflefs firanefs and intrepidity of mirid, or give
that application and attention which is requifite
for the purpofes of life; that it is health alone
which can give cheerfulnefs, and its attendants,
ood-will and berevolence to othersy thdt
without healtha man becomes peevifh, chagrinéd,
morofe, and difcontented, difpleafed with him-
felf, and unfriendly to all the reft of mankind.
When he has a mind to be more diffufe, as he
is a man of fome humour, he wilt tell you, that
John Knox could never have brought about
the Reformation, had he not been a man of a
ftrong make and a firm conftitution ; that Marl-
borough would never have been able to ftem the
power of France, had he not been of that figure
of body which gives ftrength and vigour to fhe
mind; that Cicero’s long neck produced that
‘feeblenefs of foul, which threw fuch a cloud over
his other qualities ; ahd that, had not Alexander
- the Great been a man of fmall ftatare, ke woull
not only have conqueréd the world, but have
‘been able to hand down the empire he had woh
‘undivided to his fucceflots. o
- The chara&ter of Pallidus, forms an exalt
counter-part to that of Valéns. Pallidus inhe-
rited from nature a feeble conftitution ; and the
effeminate education which he received from his
'dot'ing p;rgnts,,who had no other child, did
Dot tend to corred or to ftrengthen’it,  As Pal-
o : lidus’s
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lidus’s ftate of health is very different from that
of Valens, fo he has formed a fyftem dire&tly
oppofite. Pallidus is conftantly telling you,
and he is uneafy if you do not believe him, that
itis only men of délicate conftitutiors who can
be fufceptible of the delicacies of virtugus feel-
ing; that men who are robuft and hardy, ac-
quire a ferocioufnefs and a hardnefs of mind

~which deftroys all the finer principles of the

foul. "Pallidus is at times eloquent upon the
fubje&; he will run you over a long lift of
names of men who have been confefledly allowed
to be-poflefled of the fineft genius; and con-
cludes with affuring you, it was the extreme de=
licacy of their health that gave birth to their
exquifite fenfibility of mind, which exerted itfelf
in thofe difplays of imagination and of fcience
which have rendered them: immortal,. Pal-
lidus is exceedingly fond of the fociety of the
ladies, and courts their company ; but he was
never known to be attached to a woman re-
markable for the goodnefs of her conftitution,
who was able to.bear fatigue, or to fhare thofe
exercifes which require bodily ftrength.  Palli-
dus has ever in his mouth that remark of Dean
Swift’s, < That he never knew a woman who
¢ was good for any thing, that had a conftant
¢ flow of health and good fpirits.”” Nay, Pal-
lidus carries the matter fo far, that he cannot en-

9 dure
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dure to fee a female eat with an appetite ; and
would no more allow his fifter or his niece to
aflociate with a woman of a good flomach, than
‘with one of a tainted reputation. '

In all thefe charallers, I perceived, upon a
little refleGtion, the fame leading propenfity to
bring the happinefs, the excellence, or the de-
felts of others, to our own ftandard; and I am
perfuaded, were we narrowly to examine thofe
around us, we fhould find-among the bufy, t
.idle, the ambitious, or the diffipated, the fame
colouring of obje&s, according to their own
prevailing tafte or humour; and. that, tbquhr
the examples might not found foludu;rouﬂy, the.
principle would fill be found the fame, would--
fill, in the eye of a philofopher, be the O/d Hack.
of Sympofius.

A
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N 85, SATURDAY, September 30, 1786.

-~ Sed in longum tamen zvum
Md’{[ﬂ'ﬁlﬂl bodicque manent véfligia ruris.
Hor.

TH AT there is Nobody in town, is the ob-
fervation of every perfon one has met
for ‘feveral” weeks paft; and though the word
Nubody, like its fellow-vocable Everybody, has a
gréat- latitude "of fignification, and in this in=
ftance means upwards of threefcore thoufand
people, yet undoubtedly, in a certain rank of
life, one finds, at this feafon, a very great blank
in one’s accuftomed fociety, He whom circum-
ftances oblige to remain in town, feels a fort of
imprifonment, from which his more fortunate
_ acquaintance have efcaped to ‘purer air, to
frefher breezes, and a. clearer fky. He fees,
with a very melancholy afpe&, the clofe win-
dow-fhutters of deferted houfes, the rufted
knockers, and mofly pavement of unfrequented
fquares, and the few diftant fcattered figures
of empty walks ; while he fancies, in the coun~
try, the joyoufnefs of the reapers, and the fhout
of
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of the fportfman enlivening the fields; and with-
in doors, the hours made jocund by the feftivity
of affembled friends, the frolic, the dance, and
the fong.

Though the prevallmg incidents of my Tatter
part of life have fixed it almoft conftantly to a
town, yet nobody is more enthufiaftically fond
of the country than I; and amidftalt my ba-
nifhment from it, I have contrived ftill to pre~
ferve a relifh for its pleafures, and an enjoys
ment of its fports, which few who vifit it fo
feldom are able to retain. I can flill weave an
dnghmg-line, or drefs a, fly, am at léaft a hit«
and-mifs man 2 fhooting; and have not forgors
ten the tune of & Vikw- Ehlla, of the'encouraglfig
¥eort fobward! 6 2 thuticus hound,  *But tho’
thefe aie a fét Jof cipacities which mark oné’s
denizenthip to ‘the country, afnd which there.
fore I am proud to retain; yet I confefs I am
imore delighted with its quieter and: lefs turbu-
lent pleafurés. ~ There is a fort of foral ufe bf
the country whieh every man ‘Wwho-hds not lofk
¢he rural fedtitent will feel ; a eeréaisi putity of
mind and imagination which its fceries infpireg
& fimplicity, a colouring of nature on the ob-
je&s around ws, which cotret the “artifice and
intetéftednels of the world, There-is in the
country a penfive vadancy (if the expreflon. may
Ye allowed me) ‘of mind, which ftills the violence

of




"Ne83. THE LOUNGER. 163

of paffion and the tumult of defire. One can
bardly dream on the bank of fome namelefs
_brook without waking a better and a wifer
man. I early took the liberty of boafting to
my readers, that, as a Lounger, 1 had learned
to be idle without guilt and indolent without
indifferen¢e. In the country, methinks, I find
this difpofition congenial to the place; the air
which breathes around me, like that which
touches the Eolian barp, fteals on my foul 2
tender but varied tone of feeling, that lulls
while it elevates, that foothes while it infpires.
Not a blade that whiftles in the breeze, not a
weed that fpreads its fpeckled leaves to the fun,
but may add fomething to the ideas of him who
tan. lounge with all his mind open about him,

I am not fure if, in the regret which I feel
for my abfence from the country, 1 do not raté
its enjoyments higher, and paint its landfcapes
in more glowing colours, than the reality might
afford. I have long cultivated a talent very fors
tunate for a man of my difpofition, that of trat
velling in my eafy-chair, of tranfporting myfelf,
without firring from my parlour, to diftant
places and to abfent friends, of drawing fcenes
in my mrind’s eye, and of peopling them with the '
groups of fancy, or the fociety of remembrance,
When I have fometimes lately felt the dreari-
nefs of the town, deferted by my acquaintance §

) when



164 THE LOUNGER. Negp.

when T have returned from .the coffechoufe
where the boxes were unoccupied, and ftrolled
out from my accuftomed walk, which even the .
lame beggar had left; I was fain to fhut myfelf
up in my room, ()rder a difh of my beft tea {for
there is a fort of melancholy which difpofes one
to make much of one’s felf), and calling up
the powers of memory and imagination, leave
the {olitary town for a folitude more interefting,
which my younger days enjoyed in the country,
which I think, and if I am wrong I do not with
to be undeceived, was the moft elyfian fpot in the
world.

*Twas at.an old Lady’s, a relation and god“
mother of mine, where a particular :incident oc<
cafioned my being left during the vacation of
two fucceflive feafons. Her houfe was formed
out of the remains of an old Gothic caftle, of
which one tower was ftill almoft entire ; it was
tenanted by kindly daws and fwallows. Ber
neath, in a modernized part of the building,
refided the miftrefs of the manfion. The houfe
was fkirted with a few majeftic elms and
beeches, and the ftumps of feveral others thewed
that they had once been more numerous. To
the weft a clump of firs covered a rugged rocky
dell, where the rooks claimed a prefcriptive
felgnory Through this a dathing rivulet forced
its. way, which afterwards grew quiet in its

) progefs;,
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progrefs; and gurgling gently through a piece
of downy meadow-ground; croffed the bottom
of. the garden, where a litthe raftic paling in-
clofed a wafhing-green, and a wicker-feat front-
ing the fouth was placed for the accommoda-
tion of the old-Lady, whofe leffer tour, when
her fields did not require a vifie, ufed to ter.
mipate inthis fpot.  Here, téo, were ranged the
hives for her bees, whofe hum, i a ftill, warm
funfhine, foothed the good old Lady’s indolence,
while their proverbial induftry was fometimes
quoted for the inftru&ion of her wathers, The
brook ran brawling through fome under-
wood ron the: outfide of the garden, and foon
after,formed 2 little cafcade, ‘which fell'info the
siver . that winded -through a valley in front of
the- boufe, - When hay-making or harveft was
‘going op, my godmother took her long flick
in her hand, and overlooked the labours of the
‘mowers or reapers ; though I believe there was
ligtle. thrift.in the f{uperintendency, as the vifit
gmr.ally .coft her a draught of beeror a dram,

teo-encourage their diligence.
~:Within doors the had.fo able an-afliftant,
tha't her Iabour was little. In that department
ap’ old map~fervant was her miifter, the father
of my'-Pem', whe' ferves me " not the lefs faith-
fully €hat’ we “have ‘gathéred- nuts together in
my godmother’s hazel bank:- This old-butler
(1 call

- |
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(I call him by his title of honour, though
in truth he had many fubordinate offices) had
originally enlifted with her hufband, who went
into the army a youth, though he afterwards
married ‘and became a country gentleman, had
been his fervant abroad, and attended him during
his laft illnefs at home. His beft hat, which he
wore a Sundays, with a fcarlet waiftcoat of his
mafter’s, had ftill a cockade in it.

Her hufband’s books were in a room at the
top of a fcrew ftair-cafe, which had fcarce been
opened fince his death; but her own library for
Sabbath or rainy days, was ranged in a little
book-prefs in the parlour. It confifted, as far
as [ can remember, of feveral volumes of fer~
mons, a Concordance, Thomas a’Kempis, An-
. toninus’s Meditations, the Works of thé Author
of the Whole Duty of Man, and a tranflation of
Buethius ; the original editions of the Spetator
and Guardian, Cowley’s Poems, Dryden’s Works
(of whieh I had loft a volume foon after I firft
came about her houfe), Baker’s Chronicle, Bur-
net’s Hiftory of his own Times, Lamb’s Royal .
Cookery,  Abercromby’s Scots Warriors, and
Nifbet’s Heraldry.

. The fubjeét of the laft-mentioned book was
my godmother’s ftrong ground ; and fhe could
difentangle a point of gencalogy beyond any
. body I ever knew. She had an excellent me-
mory
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mory for anecdote; and her flories, though
fometimes long, were never tirefome ; for fhe
had been a woman of great beauty and accom-
plithment in her youth, and had kept fuch coma
pany as made the drama of her flories refpeQs
able and intereting.” She fpoke frequently of
fuch of her own family as fhe remembered
‘when a child, but fcarcely ever of thofe fhe had
loft, though one-could fee the thought of them
often. She had buried a beloved hufband and
four children. Her youngeft, Edward, ¢ her
¢ bcauuful, her brave,” fell in Flanders, and
wag not entombed with his anceflors, His pic-
ture, done when a child, an artlefs red and
white portrait, {melling at a nofegay, but very
like withal, hung at her bedfide, and his fword
and gorget were crofled under it. When fhe
fpake af a foldier, it was in a ftyle above her
gfual fimplicity ; there was a fort of fwell in
bes language, which fometimes a tear (for heg
age had not loft the privilege of tears) made
ftill more eloquent. She kept her forrows, like
the devotions that folaced them, facred to hera
felf. ‘They threw nothing of gloom over her
deportment ; a-gentle thade only, like the fleck-
ered clouds of fummer, that increafe, not di-,
minifh, the benignity of the feafon. \
She had few neighbours, and flill fewer vifi--
tors; but her reception of {uch as did vifit her
' was

s
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was cordial in the extreme. She prefled a little
too much perhaps; but there was fo much
heart and good-will in her importunity, as
made her good things feem better than thofe
of any other table. Nor was her attention con-
fined only to the good fare of her guefts, tho’
it might have flattered her vanity more than that
of moft exhibitors of good dinners, becaufe the
cookery was generally direted by herfelf. Theit
fervants lived as well in her hall, and their
horfes in her ftable. She looked after the air-
ing of their fheets, and faw their fires mended if
the night was cold. Her old butler, who rofe
betimes, would never fuffer any body to mount
his horfe fafting.

The parfon of the parith was her gueft every
Sunday, and faid prayers in the evening. To
fay truth, he was no great genius, nor much a
fcholar. 1 believe my godmother knew rather
more of divinity than he did ; but the received
from him information of another fort; he told
her who were the poor, the fick, the dying -of
the parith, and fhe had fome: affiftance, fome
comfort of them all. ’ :

I could draw the old lady at this moment |—
drefled in grey, with a clean white hood nicely
plaited (for fhe was fomewhat finical about the
neatnefs of her perfon), fitting in her ftraight-
backed elbow- chair, which ftoodin a large win-

: dow
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dow fcooped out of the thicknefs of the ancient

wall. The middle panes of the window were
of painted glafs, the ftory of Jofeph and his
brethren. On the outfide waved a honeyfuckle-
tree, ‘which often threw its fhade acrofs her
book, or her work ; but the would not allow it
to be cut down. ¢ It has ftood there many a
¢ day,” faid fhe, ¢ and we old inhabitants
¢ fhould bear with one another.”” Methinks I
fee her thus feated, her fpectacles on, but raifed
a little on her brow for a paufe of explanation,
their thagreen-cafe laid between the leaves of a
filver-clafped family-bible.—On one fide, her

bell and fnuff-box ; on the other, her knitting = -

apparatus in a blue damafk bag.—Between her
and the fire an old Spanifh pointer, that had
formerly been her fon kdward’s, teafed, but not
teafed out of his gravity, by a little terrier of
mine,~All this is before me, and I am a hun-
dred miles from town, its inhabitants, and its

. bufinefs. In town I may have feen fuch a

figure; but the country fcenéry around, like the
tafteful frame of an excellent piure, gives it a
heightening, a relief, which it would lofe in any

~other fituation,

Some of my readers, perhaps, will look with
little relith on the portrait. I know it is an
egotifm in me to talk of its value ; but over this

difh of tea, and in fuch a temper of mind, one
Vou, III, I is
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is given to egotifm. It will be only adding an~
other to fay, that when I recall the rural fcene
of the good old Lady’s abode, her fimple, her
* innocent, her ufeful employments, the afliGtions
the fuftained in this world, the comforts fhe
drew from another ; I feel a ferenity of foul, a
benignity of affe&ions, which I am fure confer
happinefs, and I think muft promote virtue.

Z
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N° 88. SaTurDAY, Octaber 7, 1786,

To the AvuTHOR of the LouNGER.

SIR,
IN a late Paper you have given to the Public,

you prefented us with the charalter of a
gentleman poflefled of fenfibility and delicacy of
feelings, but deftitute of virtuous exertion. Al-
low me to introduce to your readers the charac~
ter of another, confiderably different, the view
of which may not perhaps be altogether without
its ufe, and may make fome addition to the num-
ber of original portraits you have given to the
Public.

Dormer is a man who is not only free from
vice, but who is poffefled of a confiderable re-
gard for virtue; and yet when his chara&er
comes to be confidered attentively, it will be
found defeitive in many very important refpeéls, -
Dormer’s great object is the public good, and
to this he dedicates his whole time and labour.

Part of the year he lives in the country; and -
when there, he is conftantly occupied in con-
triving fchemes for the advancement of agticul=

: | - ture
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ture and the improvement of manufadtures.
. He has written a number of little treatifes upon
thofe fubjeds, and his houfe is conftantly filled
with thofe pamphleteers and projectors, who,
like him, talk of nothing but the good of their
country. At county-meetings he never fails to
attend, and there he conftantly fupports or op-
pofes fome fcheme, as beneficial or pernicious
to the public good. When any plan is pro-
pofed, which by theoretical dedudlion it can be
fhown may poffibly be attended with fome ge-
neral advantage, but which will certainly be very
hurtful to fome individuals, Dormer is fure to
give it his warmeft approbation and fupport.
His conftant maxim is, that the intereft of in-
dividuals fhould never be put in competition
with that of the Public. From a fteady ad-
herence to this maxim, he thinks nothing of
demolifhing houfes, rooting out inclofures, or
difpoflefling tenants. I have known him, for
the purpofe of firaightening a highway only a
few feet, pull down a houfe by which a widow
and a numerous family of children were turned
out to the open air.

The fame love of public utility attends Dor~
mer when he comes to town. He views with
admiration the public werks which are going on,
. and vifits with great fatisfation the different
improvements, He talks with apparent philan-

thropy
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thropy of the rapid progrefs this country is mak-
ing, and blefles himfelf for havmg lived at a
period of fo great advancement,

He fays, it ever fhall be his objeét to contri-
bute as much as a poor individual can to every
thing which is of national importance. Ac-
tuated by fuch motives, he is a good fubjeét to
government ;_and one of his favourite tenets is,
that the powers that are fhould be implicitly
fubmitted to, To every magiftrate, and every
perfon in public office, he pays the moft paffive
obedience ; and when once a law is enaéled, he
is for enforcing it without mitigation, though it

fhould produce the ruin of the moft innocent

individuals. At a Circuit, he conftantly waits
upon the Judges, values himfelf on the refpe&
and attention he pays them ; and on all occafioris
is for inflifting rigorous punifhments on the
perfons conviéted of crimes, without paying
regard to any alleviating circumftances in their -
cafe.

1 do not wifh to find fault with thefe, or 4t
leaft with all of thefe particulars in Dormer ;
nor do I mean to fay, that he is not fincere, or
that his condu& does not proceed from a real
concern for the good of the public. But when
I allow this, I allow him all he is intitled to,—
That he has a regard for the public intereft.—
This is the whole merit of his character.

I3 But
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But are there not private virtues, are there
not private interefts and attachments, that are
as important as neceflary to conflitute a vir-
tuous charaller, as a regard for the public inte-
reft 7 And ought general confiderations of uti-
ity to fuperfede the attention to every thing elfe ?
In the condué of Dormer they certainly do.
His love for the public is fuch, that he pays
“no attention to his family ; the publxc engrofles
him to fuch a degree, that he has no time for
private friendfhip, or for the exercife of private
virtues. His wife and daughters are unattended
to at home; and his fon, an excellent young
man, is defpifed by him, becaufe he daes not
like pyblic meetings, and does net chufe to
buftle for the good of his country. No one
can tell of any charitable deed performed by -
Dormer; of any perfon in diftrefs relieved by
his generofity. To give this relief would be
~-contrary to his principles, as he holds charity

and generofity to be baftard virtues; he fays,
-that if there were no charity there would be no
idlenefs.

By unavoidable misfortunes in trade, a coufin
of his, of the faireft and beft charaller, was
reduced in his circumftances. Dormer was
-applied to for his'name to a fubfcription for this
.gentleman’s relief and that of his family ; but
he refufed ; faid he thought it wrong to try ta_

keep



'N°88. -THE LOUNGER. 175

keep them in a genteel ftyle; that the loweft
ftation in fociety is the moft ufeful; and that,
in his opinion, the fons fhould be bred mecha-
nics, and the daughter put out to fervice.

I have already faid, that I do not mean to
deny that Dormer is fincere in what he profefles,
in having the real good of the public at heart;
but yet this admiffion which I have made muft
be taken with fome allowance. His regard for
. the public, the concern which he takes in projects

of advancement in agriculture, manufaétures,
and public works, does not fo much pro-
ceed from a feeling of the happinefs which this
advancement will produce, as from a love of
-theory, of what is calculated to promote that
theory, from a fondnefs for order, and for every
thing confpiring to one great and general end.
"Were his views directed by a concern for the
happinefs produced by his plans, he would in
fome cafes allow the comfort of individuals to
enter into his regards.

A very ingenious philofopher, who poﬂ'cﬂés 2
fingular power of illuftration, joined to an un-
common depth of thinking, in fpeaking of the
reafon why utility pleafes, has remarked, ¢ That
“¢¢ the fitnefs, the happy contrivance of any pro-
¢¢ duétion of art, is often more valued than the
¢« very end for which it was intended ; and that

. ¢ the exa& adjuftment of the means for attain-
14 ¢ ing
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“ ing any conveniency or pleafure, is fre-
¢ quently more regarded than that very con-
““ veniency or pleafure, in the attainment of
¢ which their whole merit would feem to con-
< fift, ,

¢« When a perfon,” continues this author,
¢ comes into his chamber, and finds the chairs
¢¢ all ftanding in the middle of the room, he
¢ is angry with his fervant; and rather than
¢ fec them continue in that diforder, perhaps
s¢ takes the trouble himfelf to fet them all in
¢¢ their places, with their backs to the wall,
¢ The whole propriety of this new fituation
< arifes from its fuperior conveniency in leaving
$¢ the floor free and difengaged. To attain this
¢ conveniency, he voluntarily puts himfelf to
¢¢ more trouble than all he could have fuffered
¢ from the want of it, fince nothing was more
«¢ eafy than to have fet himfelf down upon one
¢ of them, which is probably what he does
¢¢ when his labour is ever. What he wanted,
¢¢ therefore, it feems, was. not fo much this
¢ conveniency, as that arrangement of things
¢« which promotes it; yet it is this conveniency
¢¢ which ultimately recommends that arrange-
¢ ment, and beftows upon it the whole of its
$¢ propriety and beauty.

¢¢ A watch, in the fame manner, that falls
¢ behind above two minutes in a day, is de~

¢ fpifed



Negs&. THE LOUNGER. 177

¢ fpifed by one curious in watches. He fells it
¢ perhaps for a couple of guineas, and purchafes
« another at fifty, which will not lofe above a
¢ minute in a fortnight. The fole ufe of watches,
¢« however, is to tell us what o’clock it is, and
¢ to hinder us from breaking any engagement,
¢ or fuffering any other inconveniency, by our
¢¢ ignorance in that particular point. But the
¢ perfon fo nice with regard to this machine,
¢ will not always .be found either moré fcrapu-
¢ Joufly punctual than other men, or more
¢¢ anxioufly concerned upon any other account to
-¢¢ know precifely what time of day itis. What
¢ interefts him is not fo much the attainment
<« of this piece of knowledge, as the perfec-
¢ tion of the machine which ferves to attain
€ it

The fame author afterwards obferves, that it
_is a fimilar principle which frequently ferves to
recommend thofe inftitutions- that tend to pro-
mote the public welfare,

Something of this kind may afford the key to
Dormer’s chara&ter. Inall his fchemes, in all
- his projedls, it is not fo much the end which he
has in view, as the mode of producing that end.
For this he facrifices the happinefs of indivi~
duals ; nay, the aggregate happinefs of a whole
fociety does not fill or intereft his mind fo much,

I . . as
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as the fitnefs of the meafure by which, after

" many hardthips and oppreffions, that object may
be produced.

I am, &c.
T. L.

R —

Ir the account which is given by my cor-
refpondent of Dormer’s charalter be a juft
. one, and [ am perfuaded, by my own obferva-
tion, that it is not out of nature, feveral ufeful
leflons may be learned from it. We may be
taught the danger of fuffering attention to one -
part of our condu& to fwallow up our regard
for every other; we may perceive the hazard-
of allowing notions of public utility to extinguifh
private virtues., Thefe laft are indeed indif-
-penfably neceflary to conftitute the perfection of
any charaQer, and to all of us, except a very
few, are the only virtues within our reach.

It may be told thofe men, who, like Dormer,
arrogate to themfelves the praife of public fpirit,
.and look down with contemnpt on the humbler
-virtue of fuch as are occupied in the private
concerns of life, that they are not quite fo
remote from felfithnefs as they would fometimes
have the world to believe,* The theories of

Dormer
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Dormer are as much his children, as that fon
and daughter, whom perhaps he will call it
virtue to difregard, in his violent attention to
the good of his country ; and when he canvafles
with fuccefs at county-meetings for the family
of his projeéls, he feels as much felfith fatisfac~
tion, and much more felfith vanity, than if he
obtained a penfion fer his wife, or an appoint-
ment for his unfortunate relation, From Dor-
mer’s, and other fuch oftentatious charaéters,
we may learn, that there may be often much
pretenfion to virtue, and even fome virtuous
condu&®, without much humanity, or much
virtuous feeling.

P

16
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N 89. SATURDAY, Offober 14, 1786.
To the AUTHOR of the LOUNGER.

SIR,
I Read with infinite fatisfaCtion your 87th
Number, on the Pleafures of the Country,
and the moral ufe of that ¢ rural fentiment,”
the effeéts of which you know fo well how to
paint, But thus it is that brilliant fition ever
delights us ; while you were defcribing in town, -
1 was witneffing in the country. I have juft
returned from an excurfion into a diftant county,
¢ a hundred miles fram town, its inhabit-
¢ ants, and its bufinefs.”” ’Twas at the houfe
of Mr. L » arelation and intimate acquaint-
ance of mine, where I have been preflingly in-
vited thefe feveral years paft, to fpend a month
or two of the autumn; to leave the thick air -
and unwholefome ftreets, the buftle, cares, and’
diffipation of the town, for the pure breeze, the
healthful walk, the quiet, the peacefulnefs, and
fobriety of the country. I had often heard of
my friend L——’s charming place, his excellent
. houfe, his every thing, in fhort, that great
‘ wealth
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wealth (for he is a man of a very large eftate)
could beftow, and tafte (for every body talked
of his and Mrs, L. ——’s tafte) could adorn. I
pictured his groves, his lawns, and his water-
falls, with fomewhat of that enthufiafm for
country-fcenery which you feem to feel; and I
thought of his daughters (two elegant girls,
whom I had juft feen for a few minutes in their
way from London) as the wood-nymphs of the
fcene. All this.“ rural fentiment” I fet out
with ;and the fight of my friend’s country-feat
and beautiful grounds, which I reached on the
third evening, did not belie it. How it has
‘improved by my ftay there, you fhall judge by
" a flort fketch of the country-life people lead at
L — Hall. '
" The party there, which my relation had told"
me was to be a fele& one, and which made him
doubly urgent in his defire to have me there
this autumn, confifted of an elderly Dowager
of rank and fortune, and her two unmarried
daughters; a member of parliament, and his
brother, a clergyman from England; and two
young officers of family, companions of Mr,
L ’s eldeft fon, who has been about a year
in the army. Thefe, with your humble fervant,
in addition to Mr, L ——’s own family, made up
the ftanding eftablifhment of the houfe. There
were befides, every day, numerous occafional
vifitors
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vifitors from the neighbourhood ; Mr. L
reprefenting the county in parliament, and re-
ceiving the inftru@ions of his conflituents at this
time of the year only.

The night of my arrival, I took the hberty
of retiring before the reft of the company, being
a good deal fatigued with my journey. Next
morning, however, I got up betimes to enjoy
the beauties of the feafon, and of the calm clear
Jandfcape around me. But when I would have
gone out, I found the houfe-door locked.  Af-
ter various unfuccefsful attempts to difcover
the retreat of the fervants, I met a ragged little
fellow, who told me he was boy to the porter’s
man, and the only creature befide myfelf
ftirring in the -houfe; for that Mr. L—’s
gentleman had given a fupper to the fervants
who had lately arrived from town, and they had
all fat up at cards till five in the morning. By.
the intereft of this young friend, I at laft pro-
cured the key, and was let out. I ftrolled the
way of the ftable, of which I found the entry -
much eafier than the exit from the houfe,
the door being left very conveniently open.
‘The horfes from town had not been quite fo
well entertained as the fervants; for they were
ftanding with.empty mangers, and the dirt of

" the day before hardened on their fkins. Butthis
was not much to be wondered at, as a pack of
cards
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cards certainly affords a much pleafanter occu-
pation than a curry-comb,

Having rubbed down a favourite poney,
which I had brought to the country for an
occafional ride, and locked the ftable-door, I .
turned down a little path that led to the fhrub-
bery; but I was afraid to enter any of the walks,
as it was notified, by very legible infcriptions,
that there were men-traps and fteel-guns, for
the reception of intruders. I was forced there-
fore to reftri® myfelf to a walk amidft the duft
of the high-road till ten, when, on my return
to the houfe, I found no lefs duft within doors,
and was obliged to take refuge in my bed-room
till the breakfafting parlour was put in order.
By one of the fervants, whom, from his furly
look, I fuppofed to be a lofer of the preceding
night, I was informed that breakfaft for fome

* of the company would be ready by eleven.

At eleven I found fome of the company
aflembled accordingly. The Dowager did not
appear, nor Mrs. L— herfelf, but had choco-
late in their different apartments: it feems they
could not be made up, as one of the youn,
Ladies exprefled it, fo early: Their daughters
feemed to have been made up in hafte; for they
came down in rumpled night-caps, and their
hair in a brown pafte upon their fhoulders,
_The young gentlemen joined us with the fecond
. tca.
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tea-pot ; their heads were in diforder too, but
of a different kind ; they had drank, as they
told us; three bowls of gin-toddy after the reft
of the company had gone to bed. The mafter
“of the houfe entered the room when breakfaft
was nearly over: he afked pardon of his bro-
ther Senator and the Clergyman for being fo
late ; but he had been detained, he faid, look-
ing over his farm ; for he is a great improver
-of the value as well as the beauty of his eftate.
¢« Did you ride or walk, Sir?” faid I. Mr.
L—— fmiled. ¢ I walked only to the eafy
¢ chair in my library; I always view my farm
¢ upon paper: Mr. Capability, my governor in
.¢¢ thefe matters, drives through it in his phae-
< ton, and lays down every thing fo accurately
¢ that [ have no occafion to go near it.”
Breakfaft ended about one. The young gen-
tlemen talked of going out a-fhooting; but the
weather was fuch as to fcare any but hardy
fportfmen; fo they agreed to play billiards and
cards within doors, in which they were joined
by all the fenior gentlemen except myfelf, I
propofed to betake myfelf to the library; byt I
" found an unwillingnefs in our hoft to let me
take down any of the books, which were fo ele-
gantly bound and gilt, and ranged in fuch
beautiful order, that it feemed contrary to the
.etiquette of the houfe to remave any of them:
from
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from the fhelves; but there was a particular fe-
leétion in the parlour, \which the company was
at liberty to perufe ; it was made up of Hoyle’s
Games, the Lift of the Army, two Almanacks,
the Royal Regiiter, a file of the Morning He-
rald, Bofwell’s Tour, the Fafhionable Maga-
zine, the Trial of the Brighton Tailor, and an
odd volume of the laft Colle&tion of Farces.
Mrs. L——, and her friend the Dowager,
made their appearance about two. AsI was
neither of the billiard or the whift party, and
had finifhed my ftudies in the parlour, they did

~me the honour to admit me of their converfa-

aione. It confifted chiefly of a differtation on

- fome damafk and chintz furniture Mrs, L——

‘had lately befpoke from the metropolis, and a
difpute about the age of a fulky fet of china the
_had bought laft winter, ata fale of Lord Squan-
derfield’s. In one of the paufes of the debate,
-the day having cleared up beautifully, I ven-
tured to afk the two Ladies, if they ever walked
in the country, The Dowager faid, fhe never
walked on account of her corns; Mrs. L
told me, fhe had not walked fince the caught a
fore throat in one of the cold evenings of the |
year 1782.

The converfation was interrupted by the
arrival of the young Ladies, with half a fcore of
packing-boxes, juft received by a thip from

' Londcﬂu
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London. Thefe changed the current of the
difcourfe to the fubject of drefs, to caps, fea-
thers, hats, and riding-habits. The military
men now joined us, and made a very valuable
addition to this board of inquiry, by their com-
mentaries on walking boots, riding flippers,
clubs, buckles, and buttons. We had, not
long after, an opportunity of judging of the
praltice as well as theory of thofe branches
of the fine arts. Dinner was half cold, waiting
for the Dowager’s eldeft daughter, and the
Major. They had fpent about two hours at their
toilets: yet the hurry of the Major appeared,
by his man having forgot to put in the falfe
ftraps to his buckles; and of the young Lady,
from one cheek being at lealt half a fhade red=
der than the other. The Ladies went to tea at -
nine o’clock, and we joined them at eleven,
after having difcuffed the prices of different fets
of burghs atone end of the table, and the quali-
ties of feveral race-horfes and game-cocks at the
other.

Such, Sir, is the detail of one day at the
rural retirement of my friend Mr. L——, which
may ferve for the hiftory of moft of thofe I
fpent there. We had, however, our Sabbath-
day’s employment, and our Sabbath-day’s gueft,
as well as your godmother. The firft Sunday
after my arrival being a rainy one, Mrs. L

- 5
and
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and moft of our party accompanying her, went
to the parith church. The Englifh clergyman
would not confent to fo wicked a thing as going
to a Prefbyterian place of worfhip, and there-
fore ftaid at home, to look over a party at
picquet in the Dowager’s drefling-room between

- her and bis brother. I went with the church-

going people for that one time, but fhall never
do fo profane a thing again. The young folks
nodded and laughed all the time of the fervice,
and during the fermon drew back their chairs
from the front of the gallery, eat nuts, and
pelted the fhells. The Major only was more .
ferioufly employed, in drawing caricatures of the

_congregation below, for which, it muft be con-

fefled, fome of them afforded oo unfavourable
fubjeéts, '
The parfon of the parith, like your old Lady’s,

.was always a Sunday vifitor at L —— Hall.

He had been tutor to the heir and his fecond
brother, and had the honour of infpiring them
both with a moft fovereign contempt and de-
teftation of learning. He, too, like your god-
mother’s clergyman, communicated informa-
tion ; to the ladies he related the little fcandalous
anecdotes of the parith, and gave his former
pupils intelligence of feveral coveys of partridges.
Himfelf afforded them game within doors, being
what is commonly called a Buts to the unfledged

arrows
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arrows of the young gentlemen’s wit. To their
father he was extremely ufeful in drawing corks,
and putting him in mind where the toaft ftood.
In fhort, he feemed a favourite with all the
branches of the family. As to religion, it fared
with that as with the literature he had been
. employed to inftil into his pupils; he contrived
to make all the houfe think it a very ridiculous
thing. .
About a fortnight after I went to L— Hall,
the arrival of an elderly Baronet from town,
an old club-companion of Mr. L——"s, added
one other rural idea to the ftock we were al-
‘ready in pofleffion of ; I mean that of eating, in
-which our new guett, Sir William Harrico, was
-aremarkableadept. Every morning at breakfaft
we had a diflertation on dinner, the bill of fare
.being brought up for the revifal of Sir William.
.He taught us a new way of dreffing mufhrooms,
overfaw the compofition of the groufe-foup in
perfon, and gave the venifon a reprieve to a cer-
tain diftant day, when it fhould acquire the ex«
.altly proper fumet for the palate of a conroiffeur.
Such, Mr. Lounger, is the train of ¢ rural

¢ fentiment” which I have cultivated during
my autumn abode at L —— Hall, I think I
might, without leaving town, have acquired the
_receipt for the mufhroom ragout, and have eat
flinking venifon there as eafily as in the coun-
try.
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try. I could have played cards or billiards at
noon-day with'as much fatisfattion in a crowded
ftreet, as in view of Mr. L ’s woods and
mountains. The warehoufe in Prince’s-Street
might have afforded me.information as to chintz
and damafk chair-covers; and your ingenious
correfpondent Mr. Fenkin could have thewn
me a model .of the neweft-fathioned buckle on
the foot of fome of his little fcarlet beaux, or
of a rouged cheek on one of the miniature Ladies
of his window. In thort, I am inclined to be-
lieve, that folly, affeQation, ignorance, and ir=
religion, might have been met with in town,
notwithftanding the labours of the Lounger;
that, I might have faved myfelf three days
journey, the expence of a poft-chaife, and a fix
weeks lofs of time; and, what was perhaps
more material than all the reft, I might have
preferved that happy enthufiafm for country-
pleafures which you feem ftill to enjoy, and.
which, in the lefs-informed days of my youth,

I alfo was fortunate enough to poflefs.

I am, &c.

‘ URBANUS,
%
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N°go. SATURDAY, Ofober 21, 1786.

To the AuTHOR of the LounGER.

SIR,

HOUGH, from my rank in life, being a

tradefman’s daughter, left an orphan at
fix years old, I had little title to know any thing
about fenfibility or feeling; yet having been
very kindly taken into a family, where there
were feveral young ladies who were great readers,
1 had opportunities of hearing a good deal about
thefe things. By the fame young ladies I was
made acquainted with your Paper, and it wasa
favourite employment of mine to read the
Lounger to them every Saturday morning. In
one of the numbers publithed fome time ago,
we met with Mrs. Alice Heartly’s account of an
old lady with whom fhe lives; and from the
experience of our own feelings, could not help
pitying the conneCtion with one fo deftitute of
all tender fentiment as my Lady Bidmore, T had
foon after occafion to congratulate myfelf on a
very different fort of eftablithment, having been
recommended by my young patronefles to a lady,
who ufed frequently to vifit at their houfe, whom

we all knew (indeed it was her pride, the ufed
. to
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to fay, to acknowledge her weaknefs on that
fide) to be a perfeét pattern, or, according to
her own phrafe, a perfe& martyr of the moft
acute and delicate fenfibility. At our houfe I
faw her once in the greateft diftrefs imaginable,
from the accidental drowning of a fly in the
cream-pot ; and got great credit with her myfelf,
for my tendernefs about a gold-finch belonging
_to one of our young ladies, which I had taught
to perch upon my fhoulder, and pick little
crumbs out of my mouth. I fhall never forget
Mrs. Senfitive’s crying out, ¢ Oh! how I envy
¢¢ her the fweet little creature’s kiffes !> It made
me blufh to hear her fpeak fo; for I had never
thought of kifles in the matter.

That little circumftance, however, procured
me her favour fo much, that, on being told of
my fituation, fhe begged I might, as fhe was
kind enough to exprefs it, be placed under her
prote&tion. As I had heard fo much of her
tender-heartednefs and her feeling; as (he was
very rich, having been left a widow, with the
difpofal of her hufband’s whole fortune; as the
had nobody but herfelf in family, fo that it pro-
mifed to be an eafy place ; all thefe things made
me very happy to accept of her offer; and I
agreed to go home to her houfe immediately,
her laft attendant having left her fomewhat fud-
denly. I heard indeed, the very morning after
’ 5 I went
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I went thither, that her fervants did not ufe te -
ftay long with her,. which gave me fome little
uneafinefs ; but fhe took occafion to inform me,
that it was entirely owing to their cruelty and
want of feeling, baving turned them all off for
- fome neglect or ill ufage of her little family, as
fhe called it.  This little family, of which 1 had
not heard before, confifts of a number of birds
and beafts, which it is the great pleafure of Mrs.
Senfitive’s life to keep and to fondle, and on
which fhe is conftantly exercifing her fenfibili-
ties, as fhe fays. My chief employment is to
affift her in the care of them.

‘The waiting on this family of Mrs. Senfitive’s
is not fo eafy a tafk as I at firft had flattered my- ,
felf it would have been. We have three- lap-
dogs, four cats, fome of the ladies of which are
almoft always lying in, 2 monkey, a flying fquir-
rel, two parrots, a parroquet, a Virginia night-
ingale, a jack-daw, an owl, befides half a hun-
dred {maller birds, bulfinches, canaries, linnets,
and white fparrows. We have a dormoufe in
a box, a fet of guinea-pigs in the garret, and a
tame otter in the cellar; befides out-penfioners
of pigeons and crows at our windows, and mice
that come from a hole in the parlour wainfcot-~
ting, to vifit us at breakfaft and dinner time.
All thefe T am obliged to tend and watch with

the utmoft care and affiduity ; not only to take
care
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care that their food and their drink be in plenty,
and good order; not only to wath the lap-dogs,
and to comb the cats, to play on the bird-organ
for the inftru&tion of the canaries and gold-
finches, and to fpeak to the parrots and jack-daw
for theirs; but I muft accommodate myfelf, as
my miftrefs fays, to the feelings of the fweet
creatures; I muft contribute to their amufement,
and keep them in good fpirits; I muft feratch
the heads of the parrots; I muft laugh to the
monkey, and play at cork-balls with the kittens,
Mrs. Senfitive fays, fhe can underftand theic

looks and their language from fympathy ; and that 4

fhe is fure it muft delight every fufceptible mind
to have thus an opportunity for extending the
fphere of its fenfibilities.

She fometimes takes an opportunity of extend-
ing fomething elfe with poor me. You can
hardly fuppofe what a paffion fhe gets into, if
any thing about this family of hers is neglected ;
and when fhe chufes to be angry, and fpeak her
mind to me a little loud or fo, her favourites, I
fuppofe from fympathy too, join in the remon-
ftrance, and make fuch a concert!-=What ba-
tween the lap-dogs, the parrots, the jack-daw,
and the monkey, there is fuch a barking, fquall-

ing, cawing, and chattering !—MTrs. Senﬁtive’s-

ears are not fo eafily hurt as her feelings.
But the misfortune is, Mr. Lounger, that her
feelmgs are only made for brute creatufes; and
Vou, I1I, K don’t

~
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don’t extend to us poor Chriftians of the family.
She has no pity on us, no {ympathy in the world
for our diftrefles. She keeps a chambermaid
and a boy befides myfelf; and I aflure you. it
daes not fare near fo well with us as it does with
the lap-dogs and the.monkey, Nay, I have
heard an old milk-woman fay, who has bgen
long about the family, that Mr. Senfitive him-
felf was not treated altogether fo kindly as fome -
of his Lady’s four-footed favourites. He was,
it feems, a good-natured man, and not much
given to complain, The old woman fays, fhe
never heard of his finding fault with any thing,
but once that Mrs. Senfitive infifted on taking
into bed a Bologna greyhound, becaufe fhe faid
it could not fleep a-nights, from the coldnefs of
the climate in this country.  Yet fhe often talks
of her dear, dear Mr. Senfitive, and weeps when
the talks of him ; and fhe has got a fine tomb-.
ftone raifed over his grave, with an epitaph full
" of difconfolates, and inconfolables, and what
not.. To fay truth, that is one way even for
a human creature to get into her good graces
for I never heard her mention any of her dead
friends without a great deal of kindnefs and
tender regrets ; but we aré'none of us willing to
purchafe her favour at that rate, '
As for the living, they have the misfortune
never to be to her liking. Ordinary obje@s of
charity we are ordered never to fuffér to come
: near
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near her; fhe fays fhe cannot bear to hear theig
lamentable flories, for that they tear her poor
feelings in pieces. Befides, fhe has difcovered,
that moft of them really deferve no compaflion,
and many fenfible worthy people of her ac-
quaintance have cautioned her againft giving

way to her fenfibility in that way ; becaufe, in
fuch cafes, the compaffion of individuals is hurt~
ful to fociety, There are feveral poor relations
of her hufband’s, who, if it-had not been fora
fettlement he made in her favour a thort while
before his death, would have had, I am told, by
law, the greateft part of his fortune, to whom
fhe never gave z thilling in her life. One little
boy, her hufband’s godfon, the confented to take
into the houfe; but fhe turned him out of doors
in lefs than a week, becaufe of a blow he gave
to Fidele, who was ftealing his bread and butter,
Some of the other members of the family are
almoft tempted to fteal bread and butter too.
Mrs. Senfitive is an ceconomift, though fhe
fpends a great deal of money on thefe nafty dogs
and monkeys, and contrives to.pinch it off us,
both back and belly, as the faying is, The
chambermaid has given her warning already on.
- this fcore; and the. boy fays, he will only ftap
- till he is a little bigger. As for me, fhe is
Pleafed to fay, that I am of an order of beings.-
fuperior to the.others; and fhe fometimes con.
K2 defcends



196 THE LOUNGER., Nego.

defcends to reafon with me. .She would perfuade
me, Sir, that it is a fin to eat the flefh of any
bird or beaft, and talks much of a'fet of philofo-
phers, who went naked, I think, who believed
that people were turned into beafts and birds;
_and that therefore we might chance to eat our
" father or mother in the fhape of a goofe or 2
turkey. And fhe fays, how delightéd fhe would
be.in._ the fociety of thofe naked philofophers,
and how much their do&rines agree with hér
fine fechings; and then fhe coaxes me, ‘and
fays, that I have fine feelings too: bat in-
deed I have no fuch feelings belongmg tb me;
and I know her greens and water don’t agree
with my feelings at all, but quite tp the cqp-
trary, that there is fuch a grumblmg about me.
a——Aand as for people being changed into bifds
and beafts, I think it is Heathenith, and’down-
1ight.againdt the Bible; and yet it is diverting
copugh fometimes to bear her fancies about-it;
and | can’t help havieg my fancies too: as
t’other morning, when the great hormed owt fat
at table by her, on the chair which fle has of-
ten told me her dear, dear Mr, Senfitive ufed to
occupy, and the poor creature looked fo grave,
and fat as filent as mum-chance ;—but then fhe
was fo kind to the owl ! I don’t know what her
fquirsel was changed from,. but it is aiv’éayé’ get-
ting into fome odd corner or other, . *T'was but
yefterday
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yefterday I got a fad fcold for offering to fqueeze
it when it had crept Lord knows how far up
my petticoats; and my miftrefs was in fuch a
flurry, for fear I fhould have hurtit! She lets
it fkip all about her without ever ‘ftarting or
_wincing, for all her feelings are fo fine. But-
thefe fine feelings are not like the feelings of any
other body ; and T wifh to get into the fervice
of fome perfon who has them of a coarfer kind,_
that would be a little more ufeful, If Mrs.
Heart]y therefore continues in her refolution of
quitting Lady Bidmore’s on account of that old
Lady’s want of feeling, I would be very much
obliged to you to recommend me to the place.
I.think I can,bear a pretty good hand at a'rub«
ber and hard brufh; and as for keeping the fur«,

niture clean, it will be perfe® paftime only, .

in comparifon of my morning’s cleaning out
. Mrs. Senfitive’s living colle®ion. I hope Lady
Bidmore, from her education, has never heard

any thing of the naked philofophers ; and if any .

other fet have taught her that people are changed
into Commodes, Chefts of Drawers, or Beds
fteads, it fignifies very little, as we fhall take ex-
ceeding good care of .them, and the belief will
have no effe® on our dinners or fuppers.~——1
am, &c,

" BARBARA HEARTLESS.
I
- kY
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Ne°gr. - SATURDAY, bﬂ}b:r'28, 1786.

) | T is the obfervation of an elegant author *,
¢ That there is a fublime and tender melan<

¢ choly, almoft the univerfal attendant of ge.
“¢ nius, which is too apt to degenerate inte
¢ gloom and difguft with the world.” I have
frequently had occafion to mark the juftice of
this obfervation; and it is with much regret
” that I bave fometimes feen men of tafte, and
delicacy of feeling, have a tendency to indulge
in habits of gloom, defpondency, and difrelith
of the.world. There is a certain flandard of
‘yirtue and propricty, which a man of delicacy
is apt.to form in his own mind, but which, in
the common events of the world, is rarely to
~‘he meat with ;~—there are certain ideas of ele-
“yated and fublime happinefs which a man of a
bighly -cultivated mind has a difpofition to in-
dulge, which it is bardly peffible can be realized.
When, therefore, a2 perfon of this difpofition
comes abroad into the.world, when he meets with

- folly wherg he’expeched wifdom, falfehood in

"% Dr. G:cgory.'. ' .
U the
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the room of honour, coarferiefs inftead of de-
licacy, and felfithne(s and infenfibility where he
bad:formed high ideas of generofity and refine+
ment, he is apt to fall under the dominion of

_ melancholy, and to fee the world in a gloomy
point of view. Such a man, if he is not at pains_

to guard againft it, runs fome rifk of contract-
ing a degree of habitual difguft at mankind, and
beconiing mifanthropical 'to a certain extent.

It* will not, however, be that fpecies of mi- .

fanthropy which takes delights in the miferies of
mankind ; on the contrary, it will be a feeling
of difguft arifing from difappointed benevolence,
mingled with pity and compafion for the follies
and weaknefles of men. I doubt much if there
exifts in the world a complete mifmthrape, in
the darkeft fenfe of that word, a perfon wha

takes pleafure in the wretchednefs of others. If

there does, it is impoffible to conceive fuficient
deteftation atfuch a charaller. But the mifan
thropy of which I fpeak is of a much fofter kind,
and. borders nearly on the higheft -degree of

philauthrapy. It feems indeed to be the child of

philanthropy, and to proceed from too much

fenfibility, hurt by difappointment in the bene-
volent and amiable feclings.

At is 2 common and 2 juft remark, that whera

a flrong friendfhip has fubfifted, if that friend-

ihxp is once brokcn by the fault of cither pasty,

‘R4 7 it
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it is difficult to prevent a certain degree of hatred
and difguft from - taking, ~“place.”” "The -more
fufceptible the two peifons weré of ‘the ftrong
attachments of friendfhip, the more warmly and
the more clofély they were once united, fo much
the more difficult does it become to bring abéut
a re-union or reconcilement. ‘The fanguine
and romantic opinions they had formed of one
another’s worth, and the difappointmert which
both or either of them feel from the behaviour
of the other; inflits a wound. which rankles
in the foul, and prevents all future confidénce,
The fame coridu® in another perfon not fo déar,
with- whom - there was not fo clofe ar union,
“would ‘have been pafled over, and made little im-
prefion; the former diftant and cold acquaint-
ance would have gone on as ufual, and forgive-
nefs would eafily have taken place.

Somrewhat fimilar to the fituation of a perfon
who has been difappointed in the condut of one
frfom whom “he expeGed much happinefs and
much: friendfhip, is that -of him who, having
conceived warm and elevated notions “of the
world, has been difappointed in all thefe better
expe&ations. . The world, with its parfuits,
will appear in an unfavourable light; he will be
4pt to quit its focjety, and to indulge in folitude
his gloomy refle&ions, - His.diflike of the world,
however, will be of a calm and gentle.kind ; it

L. will
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" will rather be pity than'hatred; though he may
-think ill of the fpecies, he will be kind to indivi- -
duals ; he may diflike man, but will a6t John
or James. :

Shakefpeare, from whofe writings much
knowledge of the human heart is to. be acquired,
has prefented us, in feveral of his charaers,
with a hiftory of that melancholy and mifan-
thropy I have deferibed above.

_ Of the chara&er of Hamlet, one of my. px‘c-
deceflors * has given a delineation which appears -
to me to be a juft one.. Naturally of the mo?ﬂ
amiable and virtuous difpofition, and endued '
with the moft exquifite fenfibility, he is upfor~
* tunate; and his misfortunes proceed from the
crimes of thofe with whom he was the moft
nearly coane@ed, for whom he had the ftzongeft
feelings of - natural affeion. From thefe cir-
cumflances, he is. hurt in his foul’s tendereft
" part; he is unbinged in his principles of a&ion,
falls into melancholy, and conceives difgnft at the
worid : yet.amidft all his difguft, and the mifan-
.thropy which he .at times difcovers, we con-
-frantly perceive, that goodnefs and benevolence
-are the prevailing features of his character; amidft
all the gloom of his melancholy, and the agita~
tion. in which his calamities involve him, tl;mfe»
ate occafiona) outbreakings of a mind richly
’ . - ® Mirror, N° g9, 100. )
- Ks endowed
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- endowed by nature, and cultivated by education.

Had Hamlet poffefled lefs fenfibility, had he not
been fo eafily hurt by the calamities of life, by
the crimes of the perfons with whom he was
conne&ed, he would have preferved more equa-
mimity, he would not have been the prey of dark

.defponding melancholy ; the world and all its

ufes would not have appeared to him ¢ ftale,

¢ flat, and unprofitable; an unweeded garden

% that grows to feed, pofleffed merely by things
rank and grofs in nature.”

" In the play of < As you like it,” thereis -

brought upon the flage a perfonage of a more
-fixed and fyflematic melancholy than that of

Hamlet. Hamlet’s melancholy and difguft with
the world, is occafioned by the particular nature

- of the misfottunes he meets with. Butin Faques

we fee a fettled and confirmed melancholy, not
proceeding from any misfortune peculiar to him-

. felf, but arifing from a general feeling of the

vanity of the world, and the folly of thofe en~
gaged in its purfuits. His melancholy is there-

" fore more fettled than that of Hamlet, andis in

-truth more deeply rooted. He takes no fhare

in the enjoyments of life, but abandons fociety,
and lives in folitude. Hamlet, wounded to the
heart by the misfortunes which befal him, and
irritated by the crimes of others, feels more

poignantly at the time. The feelings of Jaques

< ae
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- &ré iore gerieral; and therefore the Hiere calm,
bat from that veéry caufe are deeper and more
fixed. It is to be, obferved, however, -that thé
melancholy and mifanthropy of Jaquesy like that
of Hamlet, proceeds from txcefs of tendernefs,
from too much fenfibility. to the evils of the
world and the faults of mankind. His moralizing
on the-poor fequeftered flag; is a moft- beautiful
illuftration of his tendernefs, and of his nice per-
ception and forrow for the follies and yvices of
men ;—as his comparifon of the-world to a flage -
affords ahighly finifhed pictare of the eftimation -
m which ke holds human life.
“In ¢ Timon of Athens,” we are prefented with
a chara@er in many refpeds different from that
of Hamlet or Jaques. Here we have mifan< -
thropy of a much dirker hue. Seured with dif-
appointment ; fallen from the height of profpe=
fity Into the loweft ftite of adverfity ;" deceived,
by flattering friends; forfzken by the buzzmg
attendants on wealth and greatnefs, . Timon cons
¢eives difguit at the world and its enjoymeénts;
and that difguft produces hatred and averfion at
mankind. Yet even here it is obfervable, that
with all Timon’s mifanthropy, there is a great
mixture of original goodnefs and benevolence!
At his firft outfet in life he was unfufpicicus,’
and wifhed to contribute to the bappinefs of all
around him, % Being free himfelf, e thought
Ké6 “alk
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¢ all others fo,”” Difappointed in the opinion
he had formed of the world, and fhocked with
the ingratitude he met with; ¢ brought low,”
as he is faid to be, ¢ by his own heart, undone
by goodnefs,” he becomes a prey to deep -
gloom and mifanthropy ; but with all his mi-
fanthropy, be preferves a fenfe of honour and of
right,

Itis to be admitted, however, that as Timon’s
18 a chara&er much inferior to, and much lefs
amiable than that of Hamlet or of Jaques, fo
his mifanthropy is of a much blacker and more
favage nature. Hamlet’s . mifanthropy arifes-
from a deep fenfe of the guilt of others ;=
Jaques’s from a general impreffion of the follies
and weaknefles of the world ;~—Timon’s is pro-
duced by a felfifh fenfe gf the ingratitude of others
to himfelf. His difguft at the world, therefore,
18 not mixed with the fame gentlenefs and ami-
able tendernefs which are difplayed by the, other
two ; and he poifeﬂ'es as much mifanthropy of the
blackeft fort as it is poffible for human nature to
arrive at, Shakefpeare indeed holds him forth
as a perfon altogether bereft of reafon. He feems
to have thought, that fuch a degree of mifan-
thropy as Timon is defcribed to, be poflefled.of,
was inconfifient with the ufe of that faculty.,

In the criticifm on Hamlet which I before-
quoted, it is obferved, that amid#t all his melan-

. choly
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choly and gloont, there is a great deal of gaiety
.and playfulnefs in his deportment, The remark
is certainly juft, and it may be extended to the
other charalers of Shakefpeare above taken
notice of. Notwitbftanding the fettled dejelion
of Jaques, he is defcribed as poflefling an un-
- common degree of humour, He himfelf tells us,
¢¢ he is often wrapped in a moft humorous fad-
< nefs.,” The account which he gives of the
motley fool he met with in the foreft, and the
defcription of the feven ages of human life, are
lively inftances of this ftrong feature.in his cha-
raller.
. Even Timon, black as his melanchol y appéars,
is not without an humoutr in-his fadnefs. . The
joke put by him on his worthlefs friends, in in.
viting them to dinner when he had none fo'give
- them, the converfation between him and Ape-
mantus, and the laft. fcene with-tlie Poét and
Painter, are fufficient tonﬁrmatxons of thls ¥e-
mark.’ C

The difpofition in all thefe chara&ersto a cer-
tain degree of jocularity and fportivenefs, is far
from being unnatural: - On the contrary, I'am
difpofed to-think that fothething of this kind
* takes place imevery perfon who is under the'in-

fluence of melancholy. “There is nb doubt'that
' thé mind may be o much overwhelmed,’ as to
be mcapable of rehfhmg any deégree of fpottive-

nefs
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nefs or ‘of gaiety; but when the fitft .paroxifms
of grief are over, when the violent effe@s of
overwhelming diftrefs, which cannot long con-
tinue, have {ubfided, ind when the mind has
affamed a tone periraps’ equally diftreffing, but
-* mhore lafting and catm, and even more thought-
ful, there is-no time when 'the effeé of a joke
will be more eaﬁly percewe&, ot better under-
‘food.

This may perhaps be accounted for by' a few
obfarvations.on the ftate of the mind in futl cir-
cumflances, with which I fhall conclude the pres
fent Paper.

A perfon under the inflizerice -of mclancholy,
or indeed of any paffion whatever, muft fre-
quently become a fpeétator of his own mind ®;
muft often be led to view his own feelings in the
dight in which they will appear to others. Views
ing them in this light, and in the fityation of
perfons not under the fame prejudice, - they may
appear to him very differently from what is his
own habitual impreffion; and.-in this fitwation
he may entertain fomewhat of a difpofition to
fmile at himfelf, and to admit of a joke even at
his own expence. ‘The gentlenefs of Hamlet’s
fpirit made him anxious to accommodate him~
. felf, and bring down his own feelings to a level

¢ See Theory of Moral Sentiment,
' with
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with thofe of the perfons-around him ; and there-
fore, on all occafions, even in the deepeft melan-
chaly, he engages in pleafantry of converfation
he even ventures to joke with Horatio on his
mother’s marriage, which was the great caufe of
all his forrow. |

If, as fome philofophers have maintained, ri-
dicule arifes from contraft, there is no fituation,
-provided we are capable of perceiving ridicule
at all, in which the ridiculous will appear ina
ftronger point of . view, than when the mind is
under - tho dominion of melancholy. The vesy
fituation muft heighten the.contraft, The cir-
cumftance of Cromwell and his affociate bedaub-
ing ope another’s faces with ink, while they
were in the a& of figning the warrant for the
death of the King ; or that of Lord Levet with
the fuds on his beard kifling Hogarth, who had
come to fteal a drawing of him the day before
his execution; would have been childifh at any

- other time.

When a perfon is in a melancholy frame of
-mind, fuch a melancholy as leads him to view
the world and all its purfuits in a gloomy point
‘of view, this is apt to praduce a fort of elevation
_above the world, and an indifference about every
thing thag is going on in it. The greatand the
low, the rich and the poor, the bufy and the
idle, are all feen with equal unconcern, as pafing
3 through

-
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-through a few years to that period, when all their
projeéts will be buried in the grave,

Divefne, prifeco natus ab Inacko,
Nil intereft, an pauper, et infima
De gente, fub dio moreris,

. Vigtima nil miferantis Orei,
Omnes eodem cogimur.

Such a perfon may feel fome gratification mn
letting himfelf down from the melancholy emi-
nence from which he views human life; and;
confidering -all its' occupations as frivolous alike,
-it will rather flatter than hurt his pride, to join
in the trifling jeft or idle merriment. -

He who is under the preffure of grief, under
the influence of forrow, occafioned by fome
calamity, may at times feel a fort of gratification
in efcaping from his own mind, and from the
"dominion of his melancholy. To ufe the words
of an author who has a peculiar talent at ex-
prefling the nice feelings of the human heart:
¢ There is a cerfain kind of trifling, in which a’
¢ mind not much at eafe can fometimes indulge
s¢ itfelf. One feels an efcape,. as it were, from
¢ the heart, and is fain to take up with lighter
¢ company. Itislike the theft of a.truant boy,
¢ who goes to play for a few minutes, while his
¢ mafter is afleep, and throws the chiding for bis
"¢ tafk upon futurity,”

Such

~
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Such a difpofition of mind, however, with all
that intereft which it exerts in us, with all the
privileges it may claim, and all the pleafantry it
may at times enjoy, is neverthelefs deeply to be
regretted in others, and anxioufly to be avoided
in ourfelves. I muft the more earneftly warn
my readers againft the indulgence of this fort of
melancholy difpofition ; becaufe, in its firft
ftages, there is fomething gratifying, fomething
which flatters and captivates: But if aljowed to
grow into a habit, it unhinges every better fa-
culty of the mind ; itdeftroys the ufefulnefs, and
blafts the enjoyment, of life,

A -
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N°g2. Saturpay, November 4; 1786,

To the AuTtior of the Lounazr.

SIR,

* Correfpondent of yours has defcribed the
uneafinefs he feels from a wife of a ro-
mantic turn of mind, It is my misfortune to
be yoked to a hufband who would have pleafed
that lady to'a T, but who is a perpetual diftrefs:
to me; who teazes me from morning to night
with what he calls fentiment ; and talks for ever
of fomething which he terms finenefs of mind.

I am the daughter of a gentleman of mode-
rate fortune in the fouth of Scotland, who,
early in life, married a Lady who brought him
no fortune indeed, but foon enriched him with
four fons and five daughters, of whom I am the
eldeft. By the affiftance of a great man, whofe
intereft in the county my father had efpoufed,
my brothers were foon fhipped off to India, and
fome other far-off places, to fhift for themfelves,
and puth their fortune as they beft could. It

was more difficult to difpofe of us. My mother
propofed
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propofed to breed fome of us to bufinefs, to put
us in a way, as fhe faid, of earning an honeft
livelihood for ourfelves. The pride of .my
father could not fubmit to this propofition, and
he thought it better that we fhould ftarve like
gentlewomen defcended from an ancient fa-
mily.

We were accordingly kept at home in the old -
and ‘crazy manfion-houle, where we received
fuch an education as my mother, affifted by our
parith-minifter (who happened to be 2 relas
‘tion of hers), could give us. .As to my father,
be was fo much occupied in managiog his farm,
and .in. labouring .to make the two ends of the
year meet, that he had little leifure to beftow
any atténfion -ypon us.: If st.any time he
eddrefled bimfelf to. me and my fifters, it was
to check any-thing that appeared to him like
extravagance in our drefs, to recommend GCO=
nomy and attention ‘to haudehold-affairs, and
10 praife thofe *happy times when men were not
fcared from marriage by the extrevagance of
wives ; and when, of courle, every daughter
of a. refpe@able >family was fure of a good
bufband as foon .as .fhe was brought from the
nurfery. .. : .
© A continual flow of animal fpirits, and a
cheerful difpofition, ‘enabled me to fuppors
this life, without feeling much uneafinefs, of
oo : i much
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much defire to change my fituation.. When I
had entered my twentieth year, a female rela-
tion of my father’s, who refides chiefly in.town,
honoured us with a vifit. She was pleafed to
exprefs much fatisfaltion -with my looks and
appearance, blamed my father for not fending
me to town; and faidy that were I once properly
introduced into the world, 1 might be certain
of a good marriage. Thefe obfervations were
accompanied with a warm invitation to pafs the
hext winter at her houfe, where fhe told my
father it would coft him nothing but a mere
trifle for my clothes, and that he might think
himfelf very happy to be able to difpefc of a
daughter at fo eafy a rate.

Thefe arguments at length prevailed, and it
was agreed that I fhould attend my coufin to
town. I will faisly own, Sir, that I felt a cer-
tain degree of uneafinefs at the thoughts of being
expofed as_it were to fale, and condemned
to give my hand to the. higheft bidder. My
parents,. it was plain, fent me to town with no
other view than that I might find a hufband
there; and when I took leave of them, I could
eafily fee they laid their account that I was not
to return without one.
¢ ‘Thefe refleGions were foon loft amidft the
gaiety and hurry of a town-life; I enjoyed its
pleafures and amufements thhout thipking of

. confe=
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confequences; and would have forgotten the
6bje& of my journey; had not my prudent kinf-
woman recalled my attention to it from time
to time, and inculcated, in terms fufficiently
ftrong, the abfolute neceﬁity of changing my
ftate., -

‘Meanwhile the feafon pafled away; and
though I met with a fufficient degree of atten-
tion at all public places, and though my coufin
fpared no pains to fet me off tothe beft advantage,
nothing like a fenous propofal of marriage ever
wasmade. '

‘Such was the natural lnghtne{s of my fpirit,
and eéafinefs of my difpofition, that, ‘without
much difficulty, I reconciled myfelf to the idea
of returning to my father’s; and nothing gave .

"me any difquietdde, but the thoughts of con-
“tinuing a burdén on' him. But the folicitude

of my coufin, who had in 2a.manne» undertaken

* to difpofe of me, increafed daily, and-afforded

e, I muft' confefs, ‘rather “amufement than

" uneafinefs.; When the faw mé fed out to dance

by a younger brothet, the ¢buld’not konceal her
Vchagrin"; and from her manner and converfa~

_tion, 'a’ perfon unacquaix'xted‘ with-her- motive

might have been Jed to. think, «that there was
fomcthmg baneful in the ‘touch of a man whe

* did nivt poflefs a certain fortune.

"While matters wore this unpromnfing afpe&,'

~and the ‘period fixed for my return to the coun-

try
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try approached, we went with a party to the
theatre, to fee the celebrated Mrs. Siddons play
in the tragedy of The Gamefter.. The diftrefs
of Mrs. Beverley foon engaged my attention fo
completely, that it was fome time before I ob-
ferved, that, by an accidental change of places
in the box, a gentleman fomewhat advanced in-
life, and whom I had never feen before, was
placed by me. He feemed deeply affeted by
the play ; and after it was over, addrefled to me
fome obfervations on the piece and the performe
ers. He appeared to be pleafed with .a remark
or two which I happened to make on the play,
praifed the feeling 1 had fhown during its repre-
fentation, and then entered more deeply into
the fubjet of plays and of feelings. I cannot
fay that I underftood all he faid; but either he
did not perceive my ignorance, or kindly withed
to inftru® me ; and fo continued talking till it
was time to retire.

When we got-home, my coufin obferved, that
I had been well placed that evening. ¢¢ Mr. Ed-
¢ gwards,” {aid fhe,  is not one of thofe young
& piddy, - extsavagant faps whom one generally.
«.meets with at public places. He has lately
«. fucceeded to a large fortune by the death of
« an.elder brother, and the world fays he is
s Jooking out for a wife. He is juft the fort

« of man- I fheuld with- for you, and I have
. . ¢ engaged
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¢ engaped him to dinner on Monday next ; fo
< I defire you may be at home.” ’

The imagination of my good. kinfwoman
dwelt conftantly:on Mr. Edwards, whom fhe
Teemed.to copfider as my laft ftake, and many
a good advics I received as to my conduct and
behaviour aon this important Monday, < Mr,
¢ Edwards,” faid fhe, ¢ is a fedate, fenfible
% man; you muft not therefore talk at random,
¢¢ and laugh, as you fometimes do. You mutft,
¢ above all, be -attentive to him, and do not
¢ engage in any idle talk with the reft of the
¢ company.”- When the day came, my counfin
attended my toilet in perfon; and, had I been
going to a birth-day ball, could not have
beftowed more pains than fhe-did in drefling me
out in the manner that appeared to her moft
likely ta make an.imprefiion on the devoted Mr,
Edwards. ' '

Yau may well believe that I -was much enter-
tained with this anxiety to pleafe-a perfon I had
feen but once, and. whe I could net fuppofe
had ever baftowed one thought on me, When
the company affembled, I found that, in the
felekion the hed made, my coufin had done me
ample juftice. The females were either old or
uncommonly plain in thejr appearance. By
fome manceuvre-I was placed next to My, Ed-
wards at dinner; bug there, _the sidicule of my.

own
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own fituation added to my natural flow of fpi-
rits, and forgetting all the prudent advices I
had received, I yielded without referve to the
difpofition of the moment, and was highly
amufed with -the looks I from time to time
received from the head of the table, which,

though unobferved by the reft of the company,
were to me {ufficiently intelligible.

. My artlefs unpremeditated manner was how-
ever more fuccefsful than. my coufin expected,
or I could forefee. Mr. Edwards repeated his
vifits, and after fome time offered me his hand
in.the moft refpe&ful and delicate nianner. In
marrying Mr. Edwards I did no violence to my
own inclinations. Though I cannot fay that I
loved him, I efteemed his charalter; I was
grateful for the diftinQions with which he had
bonoured me, and I was firmly determmed to
difcharge all the duties of a wife.

Soon after our marriage, he carried me on
an excurfion to England ; and as he withed, he
faid, to enjoy my converfation without inter-
ruption, we travelled alone. For the firft day
or two I endeavoured to amufe him as I beft
could, by talking of the face of the country,
‘the towns through which we pafled, the gentle~
men’s feats we faw, and fuch like common
topics. One day, however, he at once ftrack
me dumb by afkmg whether I was moft

pleafed
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pleafed with Marivaux or Riccoboni 2 1 was at
length obliged to confefs, that I did not know
the meaning of his queftion. - ¢ Gracious
¢ Heavens!” exclaimed he, ¢ have you never,
< Matilda (for fo he always calls me; though
¢« I have told him a.thoufand times that I was

- ¢¢ chriftened Martha), perufed the delightful
¢¢ pages of thefe celebrated authors?”” In
a word, Sir, had I told him that I had never
read the fcripture, he could not have. teftified

. more aftonifhment. ~ ‘

" Our jaunt, was fhortened, and we hurried
into the country, that [ might, without inter-
ruption, apply myfelf to the ftudy of the French
language, without which my hu(b'and plainly

- infinuated. that 1 could never be a companion
for a rational creature. To this I had no
obje&tion ; and I refolved, by affiduous applica-
tion, to make up for the deficiencies in my edu-
cation. But this will not fatisfy my hufband,
and I now plainly perceive, that were I as
accomplithed as any of my fex, it would not
mend the matter:one bit. If I happen to be
in good humour when he is in a grave fit
(which, to fay the truth, be frequently is), he
afcribes it to want of attachment, and tells me,
that if I felt that fympathy of foul in which
true happinels confifts, I could not behave in
that manner. If 1 receive my friends and neigh-

Vour. 1L L bours
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bours with common attention, he {ays, that if"
I loved like him, I could not ‘dedicate fo much

of my time to the gratification of others. If I

quit him to look .after my houfehold-concerns, '
he talks of vulgar cares and unfeeling folici-

tudes; though, at the fame.time, with all his

fentiment and refinement, he is by no means

incifferent to the pleafures of the table; and it

was but yefterday that he was out of humour

the whole day, becaufe the mutton was over-

roafted, and the cook had put too much garlick

into an omelet,

Under favour, Sir, I have been fometimes
led to fufpe, that the unhappinefs of my huf-
band proceeds from a certain degree of felfith-
" nefs, which \he has not been at pains to reftrain

within due bounds. I would willingly, how-
-ever, do every thing in my power to remove his
uneafinefs, but find myfelf altogether at a lofs
how to a&. His diftrefles are fo various, and
- often of fo peculiar a nature, that when I exert
myfelf the moft to pleafe him, I frequently give
him the greateft pain. In this hard fituation I
at length refolved to apply to you for advice and
affiftance ; which will much oblige,

Your conftant reader,

MARTHA EDWARDS.

Ve
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ALL this comes of not marrying a younger
man. Had Mifs Martha_ (or Matilda, fince her
hufband will have it fo) wedded one of the
young gentlemen of the' prefent mode, fhe
would have found him perfe&ly indifferent as
to what feelings the poffefled, or what authors
fhe read; but he would probably have afked
fome preliminary queftions about her fortune,
which Mr. Edwards feems to have overlooked.
As to the niceties of the table, that is a feeling
common to both fchools, in which the new
indeed rather furpafles the old : that ftudy there-
fore I would recommend to Mrs, Edwards. The
codes of ¢ fentiment and finenefs of mind,” are
fo voluminous, that I know not how to defire
her to undergo a courfe of them ; but it will
not be difficult for her to make herfelf miltrefs
of Hannab Glaffe.

R
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Nog3. SATUl_mAY, November 11, 1786.

Fortunatus et ille Dess qui novit agrefles.
- Vira,

ONE of the great pleafures of a periodical .

Effayift arifes from that fort of friendly
and cordial intercourfe which his publication
fometimes procures him with worthy and re-
fpeQable charallers.  The receipt of the follow-
ing letter has added to the lift of my acquaint-
ance a gentleman whofe perfon indeed I am
ignorant of, but whofe fentiments I refpedt,
whofe {orrows I revere, and whofe feelings I am
perfuaded many of my readers (even in thefe
days, which he holds not very fufceptible of fuch
emotions) will warmly participate.

To the AUTHOR of the LOUNGER.

SIR,
As well as you correfpondent Urbanus, was
3 very much pleafed with your late Paper on
the moral ufe of the country, and the portrait
of the excellent Lady it contained. 1am anold
man, Sir, but, thank God, with all my facul-
ties and feelings entire and alive about me; and
your defcription recalled to my memory fome
worthy
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worthy chara&ters with which my youth was
acquainted, and which, I am inclined to believe,
I fhould find it a litde difficult, were I even

- difpofed to look eut for them, to fupply now.

At my.time “of life, friends are a treafure which
the fortunate may have preferved, but the moft
fortunate can hardly acquire; and, if I am not
miftaken in my opinion ‘of the .prefent race,
there are not many friend(hips among them
which I would be folicitous to acquire, or they
will be likely to preferve. It is not of their
little irregularities or imprudences I complain ;
¥ know thefe muft always be expeéted and par-
doned in the young; and there are few of us
old people who can recolleét our youthful days
without having fome things of that fort to blufh
for. No, Mr. Lounger, it is their prudence,
their wifdom, their forefight, their' policy, »Il
find fault with. They put on the livery of the
world fo early, and bave fo few of the weak~
nefles of feeling or of fancy! To this caufe I
impute-the want of that rural feptiment which
your correfpondent Urbanus feems to fuppofe is
banifbed only from the country-retreats of town-
difipation,. from the abodes of fifhionable and -
frivolous people, who carry all the follies and
pleafures of a city into fcenes deftined for rural
fimplicity and rural enjoyments, But in.truth,
Sir, the peaple of the countsy themfelves,. who

" never knew fathionable life or city-diffipation, .

L3 have
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have now exchanged the fimple-hearted plea-
fures which in my- younger days were common
amongft them, for ideas of a much more felfith
and interefted fort. Moft of my young ac-
quaintance there (and I fpend at leaft eight
months of the year in the country) are really
arrived at that prudent way of eftimating things
which we ufed to be diverted with in Hudibras:

¢ For what’s the value of a thing, _
< But as much money as ’twill bring #”

Their ambition, their love, -their fitendthip, all
have this tendency; and-their no-ambitien, their
no-love, their no-friendfhip, or, in one word,
their indifference about every obje& from which
fome worldly advantage is not to be deawn, is
equally obfervable on the other hand. :

" On fuch a difpofition, Mr. Lounger, what
impreflion is to be-made by rural obje&s or

rural fcenery ! The vifions which thefe paint to

fancy, - or the tender ties they have on remem-
brance, cannot find room in an imagination or
2 heart made callous by felfith and interefted
indifference, *T'is with regret rather than refent-
ment that I perceive this fort of turn fo preva-
lent among the young people of my acquaint-
. ance, or thofe with whom I.am conne&ed. 1
have now, alas ! no child of my own in whom I
. - . can
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¢an either lament fuch a failing, or be proud of
the want of it,

I think myfelf happy, Sir, that, even at my
advanced period of life, I am ftill fufceptible of
~ fuch impreflions as thofe which your 87th num-
ber imputes to ‘rural contemplation. At this
feafon, above all others, methinks they are to
be enjoyed. Now, in this fading time of the
year, when the fluth of vegetation, and the glow
of maturity is paft, when the fields put on a
fober, or rather a faddened appearance, I look
on the well-known fcenery around my country-
dwelling, as I would on a friend fallen from the
pride of profperity to a more humble and 2 more
interefting fituation. The withering grafs that
whiftles on the unfheltered bank ; the fallen
leaves flrewed over the woodland path; the
filence of the almoft naked copfe, whith. noe
long ago rung with the mufic of the birds; the
flocking of their little tribes that feem mute
with the dread of ills to come; the querulous
call of the partridge in the bare brown ficld, and
the foft low fong of the red-breaft from the
houfchold thed; this penfive landfcape, with
thefe plaintive accompaniments, dimmed.- by a
grey Oflober fky, which we look on with the
thoughts of its fhortened and ftill fhortening
light; all this prefles on my bofom a certain
ftill and gentle melancholy, which I would no

L 4 . part
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patt with for all the pleafure that mirth could
give, for all the luxury that wealth could buy.
You fay truly, in one of your late Papers,
that poetry is almoft extinguithed among us:-
it is one. of my old-fathioned propentities to be
" fond .of poetry, to be delighted with its defcrip-
tions, to be affeCted by its fentiments. I find in
genuine poetry a fort of opening to the feelings
of my mind, to which my own expreffion could
not givevent ; I fee in its defcriptions, a pi¢ture
more lively and better compofed than my own.
lefs diftinét and lefs vivid ideas of the obje&ls.
around me could furnith. It is with fuch im-
preflions that I read the following lines of Thom~
fon’s Autumn, introductive of the folemn and
beautiful apoftrophe to philofophic melancholy. -

¢¢ But fee the fading many-colour’d woods,
¢¢ Shade deepening over thade, the country round
¢« Imbrown; a crowded umbrage, dufk and dun,
¢« Of every hue, from wan-declining green
¢ To footy dark. Thefe now the lonefome
- & Mufe,
<. Low-whrfpermg, lead mto their leaf-ﬂ'rown
£ ¢ walks,
¢ And give the feafon in its lateft view.

"« Meantime, light-thadowing all, a fober calm
% Fleecés unbounded ether ; whofe leaft wave
< Stands tremulous, uncertain where to turn

% “The gentle current:: “while illumin’d wide
“ The
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¢ The déwy-fkirted clouds imbibe the fun,
¢ And thro’ their Jucid veil his foften’d force
¢ Shed o’er the peaceful world. Then is the

¢ time,
¢« For thofe whom Wlfdom and whom Nature
¢ charm, ,
¢ To fteal themfelves from the degenerate
¢“.crowd,

¢ And foar above this little fcene of things ;

¢ To tread low-thoughted Vice beneath their
¢« fept,

Ta foothe the throbbmg paffions into peace,

And weoe lone Quiet in her filent walks.” . -

[
-~

[
-

About this time three years, Sir, I had the
misfortune to lofe a daughter, the laft furvivor
of my family, whom her mother, dying at her.
birth, left a legacy to’ my tendernefs, who
clofed a life of the'moft exemplary goodnefs, of
the moft.tender filial ‘duty, of. the warmeft bene-
volence, of the:moft exalted piety, by a very
gradual, but not unperceived decay. When L
think on the returning feafon of this calamity,
when L fee the laft fadmg flowers of autumn,,
which my: Harriat wled ta.gathet with a kind of.
fympathetic fadne(s, and hear: the-fmall chirping.
note of .the flockiag lihnets; which fhe ufed to,
make me obferve as the clegy of the year | when:
I bave drawn her piCturg in the midft of this

Ls rural
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rural fcenery, and then refle@ on her many
virtues and accomplifbments, on her early and
unceafing attentions to myfelf, her gentle and
winning manners to every one around her; when
1 remember her refignation during the progrefs
of her diforder, her unfaken and fublime piety in
its lateft ftages; when thefe recolle&ions fill my
mind, in conjun&ion with the drooping images
of the feafon, and the fenfe of my own waning
period of life; I feel 2 mixture of fadnefs and
of compofure, of humility and of elevation of
fpirit, which I think, Sir, a man would ill ex-
change for any degree of unfeeling prudence, or
of worldly wifdom and indifference.

The attachment to rural objedls is like that
family-affeQion which a warm and uncorrupted
mind preferves for its relations and early ac-
quaintance. Ina town, the lively partiality and
predile&ion for thefe relations and friends, is
weakened or loft in the general intercourfe of
the multitude around us. In a town, external
obje&ts are-fo common, fo unappropriated to
ourfelves, and are fo liable to change and to de-
cay, that we cannot feel.any clofe or permanent
conne@ion with them. In the country, we
remember them unchanged for a long fpace of
time, and for that fpace known and frequented
by fcarce any but ourfelves. <« Methinks I
% fhoyld hate” (fays a young Lady, the chik:

. @
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of fiftion, yet drawn with many features like
that excellent girl I loft); ¢¢ methinks I fhould"
¢ hate to have been born in a town. When [
¢ fay my native brook, or my sative hill, I talk
¢ of friends, of whom the remembrance warms
¢ my heart.”” When the memory of perfons
we dearly loved is conne@ed with the view of
thofe objefls, they have then a double link to
the fouls It were tender enough for me to view
fome ancient trees that form my common even-
ing-walk, did 1 only remember what I was when
1 firft fported under their fhade, and what I am.
when I reft under it now; but it is doubly.
tender, when I think of thofe with whom I have.
walked there; of her whom but a‘few fummers -
ago I faw beneath thofe beeches, fmiling.in
health, and beauty, and happinefs, her prefent
days lighted up with innocence and mirth, and
her future drawn in the ﬂattcrmg colours of
fancy and of hape,
. ButIknow not why I fhould trouble you with.
this secital of the fituation and feelings of an
individual, or indeed why I fhould have written
to you as all, except that I catched a fort of -
congenial {pirit from your 87th number, and was
led by the letter of Urbaaus, to compare your
defcription of 2 parfonage in former times, with
thofe whofe fentiments I fometimes hear.in the
prefent days, I am not fure that thefe have
Leé . gained



228 THE LOUNGER. N°91.

gained in point of fubftance,” what they have
Joft in point of ‘imagination. Power, and
wealth, and luxury, are relative terms; and if
addrefs, and prudence, and policy, can only
acquire us our fhare, we fhall not account
ourfelves ‘more powerful, more rich, or more
luxurious, than when in the little -we poflefled
we were flill equal to thofe around us. But if
we have narrowed the fources of internal comfort’
"and internal enjoyment, if we have debafed the
powers or corrupted the purity of the mind, if
we have blunted the fympathy or contracted the
affe@ions of the heart, we have loft fome of
that treafure which was abfolutely our own,
and derived not its value from comparative efti-
. mation. Above all, if we have allowed the
prudence or the interefts of this world, to fhut
out from our fouls the view or the hopes of a'
bettér, we have quenched that light which would
have cheered the darknefs of afli®tion; and the
evening of old age, which at this moment, Mr.
Lounger (for, like an old man, I muft come
back to myfelf ), I feel reftoring me my virtuous
friends, my loved relations, my deareft child !

. Im’,&Cl P PR
i -ADRASTUS, -
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N° g4. SATURDAY, November 18, 1786.

Vos lene confilium et datis, et dato
Gaudetis. Hoz.

To the AUTHOR of the LOUNGER.

SIR,

T HOUGH you, and other writers of your
fort, are conftantly recommending bene-
volence and focial affetion, as not only the
moft laudable, but as the happieft difpofitions
of mind; yet 1 confefs I am inclined to doubt
at leaft one half of the propofition. The care
. we take of our neighbours is,oftener praifed than
rewarded, and fometimes it has_the misfortune
to meet neither with approbation nor recom-
penfe. That I have fome reafon to fay fo, Mr.
Lounger, I fancy you will be inclined to allow,
when I tell you how it has fared with myfelf.
~ I was, from nty earlieft’ years, difpofed to
think more of other people’s advantage than of
my own. When at fchool, I was the great
prompter both of ftudy and of amufemrent,” tho”
1 was nowife remarkable for excelling in' the
ont or enjoying the other. I fhewed- the'firft
boys of our clafs the eafleft way of getting: their
leflons and performing -their. exércifes; but -k
feldom -
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feldom could be at the trouble to get or to per-
form my own. I laid excellent plans for new
games, truant expeditions, and little plots of
mifchief ; but being of a weakly conftitution,
and of not a very refolute mind, I feldlom was
- an alor in the amufement or the adventure:
as | had, however, a fort of vanity, which was
flattered by the imputation of the advice, I was
often flogged for tricks I had not played, and
idle diverfions in which I had not partaken., I
was generally pitched on as a fort of ambaflador
when a play-day was to be atked, or a boy begged
off; becaufe I liked to put myfelf forward, and
was readier with my tongue than my hand. But
in this office I was .very ill rewarded for my
trouble; I was fometimes whipped in place of
him whofe pardon I had the aflurance to afk,
and often left out of the party whofe play I had
been fo lucky as to obtain.

Thefe- difappointments, however, did not
damp the natural ardour of my difpofition to
ferve my friends. Genius, it has been obferv-
ed, rather grows upon control: my genius
was that of giving advice, and it feemed rather
to._increafe than to abate as I grew up into life.
I chole a profeffion which was very well calcu-
lated for indulging this propenfity, that of a
phyfician, and went through a regular courfe
‘of education to qualify myflf for a degree;

which,



Negs#. THE LOUNGER. 13

which, howeverg I failed of obtaining at the
univerfity in which I ftudied, having incurred
the difpleafure of the profeflors, from being the
- promoter, as they faid, of certain cabals among
the ftudents, which difturbed the peace of the
community. For obtaining that honorary dif-
tin&ion, I was obliged to go to a foreign uni-
verfity,’ where, from a want of the Janguage,
I was prevented from giving fo much good
advice as I fhould otherwife have been inclined

to beftow. .
When I returned to my native country, I
was refolved to make up for this unprofitable
interval of filence, by a liberal ufe of my talent
for advifing. But I don’t know how it hap-
pened, except from that difpofition which genius
has rather to voluntary than to expe@ed exer-
tion, I had not half the pleafure in giving
advice as a phyfician, that I felt in offering my
counfel in any other cafe of doubt or of diffi-
culty. It might perbaps be owing to this that
I was little confulted ; and in fome houfes into
which I had got accefs as a doftor, it was
alleged that I raifed fuch a ferment by my non-
medical advice, as all my fedatives were unable
to allay. On my fkill as a phyfician I bore at~
tacks without much emotion ; but, confcious
of the purity of my ‘intentions, I was furprifed
to hear my condud as a man arraigned ; afto.
nithed, when ap advifer like myfelf cautioned
me
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me againft intermeddling with other people’s
affairs ; told me, that nothing was fo hurtful to
one’s felf as the telling people difagreeable truths ;
and that, if I was not on my guard, [ would
foon be fhunned as a bufy-body and.an incen-
diary, who fet every family into which-he was
admitted by the ears. ‘

In confequence of the caution offered me by
this teller of agreeable truths, I was determined,
notwithftanding my natural philanthropy, to
with-hold the counfel of which I faw moft of
my neighbours ftand fo much in need, when an
incident happened that put me a good deal in
fpirits with myfelf and in favour with the
world. An uncle died, and left me heir to a
confiderable fum which he .poflefled in the
Funds. By his death I found myfelf to have
acquired a gréat deal of wifdom.and' perfuafion,
as well as money ; and, while that' money lafted,
feldom met with a man or a woman -who
did not find my advice -perfedtly prident and
uleful. It was indeed frequently given in a
way exa@ly the reverle of what my profeffion
(which I now followed only for my amufement)
‘fhould have taught me. The fee:commonly
accompanied the prefcription, in ‘the fofth of a
loan, a prefent,ia Tubfcription) of '_fome fuch
genteel denomination ; and I had amung my
patients perfons of very great confiderdtion,‘and
of the moft eminent talents, -1 fcarce remem<

‘ ber
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ber any who obftinately and bluntly refufed my
advice, except one author, whom I earneftly.
advifed to fupprefs a dedication he fhewed me
to a fmall volume of poems, with which he was
about to fayour the public, This was a matter
too in which I thought I had the beft title to
offer my opinion, as the book was to be dedi-.
cated to myfelf, and I had fet down my name
for one hundred copies.

In the difpofal of the riches wnth which thxs
unexpetted death’ of my relation had endowed.
me, [ was equally benevolent and djfinterefted.
as in the ather parts of my condu&.  The
effe&s of this were, as in other cafes, more be-
neficial to my friends than to myfelf: by that
bofpitality with which I repaid the gratitude of-
thofe whofe meafyres I prompted or advifed ;
by the facility with which I entered.into mongy-
engagements, in "aid of thofe meafurgs; by
becoming a fharer in feveral projects, -of which
1 had the chief management and-direékion, and
in which ithereforé I.generally had the honour
~ of making the firft- and largeft advances;-apd
. by laying out money according to: the adyice of
fome of the ablef} mien in that department (for
after I grew rich I had got advifers too) ; by all
thefe means, Mr. Lounger, in the courfe of ten
or twelve years, I found my uncle’s inheritance
almoft éntirely exhaufted, -and | was left in the
decline of life with no other. provifion than a

. very
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very fmall annuity, which the wreck of it en-
abled me to purchafe.

I was, however, alwaysof a fanguine, thought-
lefs difpofition, and not eafily put out of tem-
per with the circumftances in which fortune
had placed me. My annuity, fmall as it was,
enabled me to keep up a decent appearance;
and my degree gave me a convenient, and,
in this country, a refpe@able appelation. I
had gained, too, fome experience during the
viciffitudes of my fortune, and in my days of
profperity had, as I mentioned above, known
what it was to receive as well as to offer
advice. On this experience, and an attention
to my own feelings, I built the fytem of my
future condu@®; and by a diligent attertion
- to the feelings of others, I have been able to
purfue it with very tolerable fuccefs. ‘X #ill
continue my profefion of advifer ; but I now
give advice after a2 manner perfelly differ-
ent from that in which I fet out, not ac-
cording to the cafe in which I am ‘confuited,
but according to the inclination of him or her
who confults me. 4

You cannot eafily imagine, Sir, how much
good-will this deportment has gained me. In-
flead of the diftant acquaintance tnd cold re-
ception which in-the days of my honeft counfe}
I gencrally met with, I now find myfelf fur. -
rounded by friends and well-withers wherever

I go.
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I go. I dine fix days in the week at good tables,
have frequent invitations to parties of pleafure ;
nay, I might bave even fome profeffional ad-~
vantage, if I was inclined to lay hold of it, and
might be fee’d for prefcribing remedies to people

" of fathion, of which themfelves have firft told

me the infallibility. 1 had a prefent of a gold
fnuff-box from an old gouty Lord, for liftening
to his account of the vistues of Julpbur water 5
and my Lady Naabie lately fent me a (uit of
damafk of her own making, for having flaid to
witnefs fome experiments with her favourite
worm-powder. .

- Notonly indeed in medicine, in which I might
be fuppofed to have fome knowledge, but in

moft other arts and fciences, this fame echoe«.

counfel has given me the charaler of being
very fkilful and well informed.. I have acquired
a great chara@er for connoiffeirthip in paint-
ing, by advifing the great colle@or, Mr. Tinto,
to purchafe, as an original Vandyke, a picture
which his ordinary counfellor in thefe matters
had infifted, igf fpite of his patren’s affertiony
was but a copy ; and an auther of great reputa-

tion has mentioned me as one of the jufteft cri-

tics of his acquaintante, becaufe I gave it as my
opinion, that he fheuld by all means retain a
fimile in his new tragedy, which an a&or would
have had bim cut out as too long and unnatural.

' At

-
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At the theatre my advice is followed, even by
that moft unadvifable of all profeffons, the
players, ever fince I told Mr. that he was
an incomparable Macbeth, and advifed Mss, —w—i
to play Fzliet in her grand clima&eric. s

I fometimes make friends, and eftablith my
reputation for tafte, as much by diffuading from
what fhould not, as by advifing what thould be
done. I have eat venifon half a dozen times at
Lord Vige's country-feat, ever.fince I begged
him not to .think of building fuch 2 clumfy
temple as :his neighbour Sir Paul Prafpest has
lately ereCted ; and have been very much a man
a bonnes fortunes in the good graces of Mifs
Trippst, fince one morning that 1 diffuaded her
from' weasing .a gypfey:bat with pink.ribbons,
which tmade Lady Bell Airy look .fo: fnghtﬁxl at
the Aﬂ'embly a few evenings before. - .
- On one gccafion only I recolleét my method of
giving counfel to have failed of being acceptable =
In my young days, when I had the foolith way
of advifing inconfiderately, I had given a de-
cided opinion againft a friendNi miarrying his
maid-fervant, who a few days after firft thewed
his being eftranged from me, by leaving me. out
of the company he invited to the chriftening of
his firft child. In my wifer days, I was confulted
by another friend on a fimilar occafion. I ad-
vifed him by all means to marry. 1did not fee

: ' him
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him till a twelvemonth after ; he feemed to bear
me no good-will for my advice ; and the firft
token of reconciliation I received from him wasa
few weeksago; by a letter to his wife’s fuperal.

I have thus very candidly communicated to
you,"Mr. Lounger, my method of giving advice,
fo agreeable to the advifed, as well as fo highly
advantageous to the advifer. I communicate it
to you from a very friendly motive ; becaufe I
think ‘1 have obferved, that in many of your
Papers’ you Have rather fthewn-a difpofition to
giveé counfel to your readers in my firft manner,
which; before T had béen taught better things,
made me fo unwelcome a gueft and fo difagree-
able a-companion. Believe me, you will find it
much fmore expedient to perform this friendly
office according to the improved fyftem which
at prefent I follow with fo much applaufe and
fuccefs. But I forget that it is probable you
defign your Work rather for pofterity than the
prefent times ; in which cafe, you are certainly
very much in the right to adopt the oppofite
p]an ; and in that view of the matter, it has my
entire approbation.

I have the honour to be, &c.

VALERIUS VELVET.,
z
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Noe g5. SATURDAY, November 25, 1786.

Here HUNT may boxy, or MAHOMET may dance.
Jonnson,

WHEN I returned from my morning’s
walk one day of laft week, Peter informed

me that a young gentleman had called, who
would not tell his name, but promifed to call
again in the evening, and in the mean time left
a letter, which he faid would inform me who
he was. ¢ I think, Sir,” faid Peter, while I
was opening the letter, ¢ that were he a little
¢ older, and had a major wig inftead of his
¢ own brown hair in round curls on his neck,
¢¢ that one might difcover a likenefs between him
¢« and Colonel Cauftic.”> There was fome rea-
fon for the refemblance; for in fa& it was a
young relation of the Colonel’s, who had been
two or three years at an Englifh univerfity, and
is now come hither for the winter to ftudy fome
particular branches at ours. He brought me a
Ietter of introducion from my worthy friend -
his kinfman, which gave him, in the Colonel’s
delicate way, a great deal of commendation,
though
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though I am perfuaded, from what I have feen
of him, no more than he merits. < He is really
“ a fine boy,” faid the Colonel’s letter, * and I
< think you will like him the better that he pre-
¢¢ tends to be no more. He has neither learned
¢¢ to be a Fop nor a Prig at college ; and though
¢ alittle flighty and light-headed now and then,
¢¢ has a foundnefs at heart that never deceives
¢¢ one. The lad has a claffical tafte, and has
¢¢ written fome love-verfes that would not have
¢¢ difgraced better times, when the women were
¢¢ worthy of them.”

When he came in the evening, I found his
appearance very prepoflefling, and not the lefs
fo, that I really imagined I faw fome of that re-
femblance which Peter’s fagacity had difcovered,
Peter laid two covers without my bidding ; and
the young gentleman accepted the invitation they
implied. After our little fupper, we got fo well
acquainted, and felt ourfelves fo much related
through the conneion of Colonel Cauftic, that
the young man, as I withed, forgot the differ-
ence of our age, and the latenefs of his introdug-
tion, and we quoted Horace, told college anec-
dotes, repeated college verfes, and laughed at col-

" lege puns, till midnight.

He pleafed me much with the a&'céhon he

.~ exprefled for my old friend and his fifter, with

whom he had fpent feveral weeks previous to
8 his
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his coming hither, ¢ Don’t you think Mifs
¢ Cauftic, Sir,”’ faid he, ¢ one of the moft ex-
¢« cellent women in the world? and then her
¢ brother’s affeGtion for her ! methinks I like
¢« both the better every time he fpeaks of his
« fifter, We were talking one day of a book
¢¢ of receipts which fhe had copied. ——¢¢ There
« wants one here,” faid the Colonel, * which

* my fifter poffeffes beyond any body I know ; -

% a receipt for making people happy.” She
¢ has a way of doing kind things with fo little
< pretenfion! She had talked lately of ‘getting
& fome pieces of drefs from town, and when the
 heard of my fetting out, had put twenty
¢ guineas into my hand as her agent in the
-« byfinefs ; but when The took leave of me,
"« fHe faid, the found the thould have no occafion
< for any addition to her wardrobe this year.
¢« — But you muft lay out. the twenty
< guineas,” faid the, ““in looking at the fathion-
_¢¢ able drefles of this winter, that you' may be
“¢¢ able to inftrut me in my purchafes for the
“<¢ next,” ' ' '

« You never faw the Colonel (continued his
o young friend) in better health or fpirits than
“'he is at prefent He put one or two of his
" e old guns in order on my account, and walked
< out with me bimfelf, to fhew me the groundg
'« where thc game was to be found, which he
¢ fays
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¢ fays was almoft as plentiful this feafon, as it’
& was when he was a fhooter.” —¢ Why does

.%¢ he not come to town ?”* faid I.—¢¢ I afked

¢ him that queftion, Sir; but he told me he
¢t did not intend to be in town ; and yet 1 be-
¢ lieve he was much the better for his laft ex-
¢ curfion hither.,”’—¢¢ I am perfuaded the jour-
¢¢ ney would be of fervice to him.”~His young
relation fmiled. 4 I believe it was not fo much
¢ the journey to Edinburgh, as the follies he
¢ faw there, that did him fo much good. He
¢¢ {fwallowed a thoufand impertinences, he fays,
¢¢ when here; and his fifter tells me he has
¢ chewed the cud on them ever fince. Every
¢¢ time he related any of them to her or to me,
¢ he feemed to be better plcafed with himfelf,
¢¢ and with the times which he calls his own;
¢ though I am happy to believe that he will
<¢ live thefe dozen years, to tell us that he has
¢¢ nothing to do with the prefent times, He
¢ f{ays, hedoes not intend being in town again,
< becaufe the novelty that amufed him the laft
¢ time he was thereis over. I1hould only find,
¢ faid he, the fame follies and the fame vices ;
¢ the fame coarfe or frivolous men, and the
¢ fame vulgar or giddy women, I faw there two
¢¢ winters ago.” '

¢ But you may affure him,”’ faid I, ¢ he is mil-
¢ taken; that I have received undoubted intelli-

“Vor, II1. M ¢ gence,
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¢ gence, thatthere istobe nofolly, no vice,among
¢ us this winter ; that our private fociety is te
s be décentt and well-bred, our pubitié places or-
¢ derly and well regulated ; that there wil] be no
« bludgeon’d beaux to juftle him in*his walks,
W for femnalé cavaliers to Rare hitn otit 6 cduf-
" tenancesy that our dinners are to afford the
% ¢légant entertainment of “Attic eanviviliey,
3k < ghe feafd of réafon, andithe AW R Ul
¢ that -the ‘ tea-tables of -the' ladies.hreodoibe
¢ fehdols of delicacy, refinement; ‘andinfisad-
s tive ‘converfation ; that Lady Rumpué his
& lesrned filence, old — fobriety, and: Ws:Ton
¢ decorumy that our aflfemblies, infteddof
¢ fmet:ladies lolloping through courstsy-darices
6. wich fine men, are to be Blled witky S &éien,
s+ wiho aré to' dance minucts with finsgzntlemen;
s¢ that at our concerts people of fafhion.ufe fo
« iften to the mufic, and that the mufic 1 tobe
& worth the liftening to; that-our Theatro—s
« 'But'you fhall hear what it is to. be froni better
#¢ ‘authority, ' I .received this very morninga
s¢ Jetter .on that fubject, which, among “other
¢ novelties, you may communicaté to the Colo-
¢ neli - Here it is, fealed with a Shakefpenre’s
8¢ head, and dated from Holyreodboufe’: «~-:.-

of oo
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10 2 J;Tg the Aur,aon of the ,mecx&. IR

TUSIR, ,

yErsfume, from the umform pra&ncc.of your
94, pedecellors, and indeed from feveral gf.your
<arlics.Papers, that the flate of. the Theatze sis
thy[ N0 means 3 fubjedd of indifferencs to yous: In
his, pelief, ] make bold ta trouble you ,witha
Leturr concerning our Scottifh Stage, whigh:l
Jaape will meet with your attention. I.think,
.Sir, ] may prefume to fay, that I am.not an
sunguslified gorrefpondent on that: fubjedty having
pofled .maftiof my.life behind the Scenesy in
Aifferentpantsof the kingdom, and have sezfon
A Ratter- myfelf with . baving-been of-confider-
able ufe. ta the Stage, though my labours have
oi1asy proyvardforadvantageous to myfelf as;I had
reafontalobk for, I was the fieft swho brought
Anyahing: like, difcipline: among: Bayes’s Light
Hprfas nk. kad -a very principal: hand inthe:Sea
i blarlequin’s . Intrafiorty- and gave the Blasi for
thie Ronftru@ion of the famous  Cloudwhich
fodls g thé deitiesin Midss,:. Thele)iand many
other ferviged.of -equal :importance,:have beén
long forgotten. 1 will make no perfopal re-
fleétions, Sir; but Managers are well known
not to be always fo attentive to merit as they
M2 ought

-
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ought to be. I know it has been faid, that I
was difmiffed from the London Theatre, on ac-
count of an unforfunate accident, to wit, the
falling of a flying dragon, which I had invented.
. for a new Pantomime ; by which the Devil and
Dr. Fauftus were both kiiled on the fpot. But,
in the firft place, the flory is falfe in itfelf, the
Dodctor having only broke his-nofe, and. the.
Devil his tail by the accident; and at any fate, |
the dragon was not of my conftruction, but gne,
borrowed from the Opera-hou{'e, wh*ch .bad..
" been foundered by hard ndmg in, the balle,t of.
}'a]bmand Medea, e e

I underﬁand Su’, that it is .intgnded nthﬁ'
wintér, to make a'very material improyemention
. the Theatre at Edmburgh by bringing- doswn
the” Sqdler: Wells Company, -to. petform’ hnre
during a couﬁderable part of. the feafoms - I-
will npt have the vanity to fay, that this was2
cntlrery owing-to a fugge{hon of mine ;. et stlis"
certain that I hinted at fuch an imprevemeit
feveral monthsagp, at the houfe of a gemntlediam
an old ,acquaintance, with whoml fometimes'
take 2 Sunday s dinner, who is on very.intimate .
terms with the Gentleman who dreffes -the -
Manager. But whoever may clim the hondur -
of the invention, Sir, I cannot help congratulat-'
ing this country on the event, which Fldok-tn*/
as procecdmg from the fame liberal and-eniargbd .
: b bfpisit.
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fpirit that has given”rife to the Commercial
Treaty ‘with France. Undoubtedly a free and
full communication and interchange of com-

modities is ofadvantarre both among Nations and

Theatres’; and the jealoufies and rivalthips that
ufed to fubfift between contending Houfes were
cxtremery burtful to all parties, It is the dutp
of ’every ‘good’ citizen to promote an objeét fo

defifable’ as that of a friendly intercourfe and -
mutual c’o-bperatlon between fuch focieties, for .
the entertainment of the public. With fuch good. -

intentions, I beg leave to lay before you thé
fketch of a Plan for the more clofe and intimate
inion of the theatrical and dancmg or tumblmg
kingdoms, by their not only occupymg the fame
ground and alternately exhibiting on thc 'fame
ﬂ:alge, but'by theit mutually coalefcing, and'incor-
porating with one another, fo as to give a Play
all the decoration and movement of a Dance or
a T'umbling, and a Dance or a Tumbling all the
interelt and bufinefs of a Play. What an excel-
lent entertainment, for inftance, would Ma¢-

beth or Hamlet afford, if the plan of the Drama.

were preferved, according to the anciént thea-
trical wode, and the unfoldmg and progrefs oflt
brought forth according to the new or Sadler’s
" Wels {chodl. The Soliloquies might be turned
into Hornpipés, the Battles into Country Bump-
kms, and the refpeGtive Courts of Scotland and

M3 Denmark:
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Dcm‘par]; mlght exhibit themfelves to gieat ad:
vantage in a Cotillon; or the’ folémn' feenes
might be performed on the Slack VR{te}: ‘ﬁit
more animated from the Tight Rope, 4md- the
buftle of a full Stage would naturally fail itito
ltcats_ of Agility and Lofty Tumblifig, H In
AMaabesh, the Litile Devil would be ‘qéite i his
celement., In the tragedy ‘of ‘Venlvd Prefiro’¥,
.what a brglhant High Dance might Pierréitthe
fenate, :houfe perform in his chajn$’ ('Wh?éh is
indegd byt one ftep beyond his ordinary’ Rylelof
adipg.in that fcene) ; and the Tengtors (feehiof
 them. lleai‘t whofe robes would RRarlooking/ae
heh,pg ;m,ght Jom the infenor céi@i’raioﬂ&as

E‘Juf%’{fg anet oG, g
» feemedy. will ca(' ily and nhturafl /Uil 61 the
depagsment, of her fifter-arts ; and Y5 {he Kiddial-
 ready. bstakgm herfclf aimoﬁ emn’» lfé'ﬁn’é?ng
. on.the:Englith, $%ge, fhe may éw i’&t’ﬁ?o-
~.ipadety hesome, 3 da,ncccr on the iT‘ datre,
+ LAnRQ W arers oF, pajtes. P'm 5, { th K tﬂ’t;y“lﬂa
- sdmitef 3 different fct olf perfox‘8 épé! ; #be
i d with. laqfe by a&ors” 3f thECHifital
mm,: anﬁ:al Fackoo, of the Sad!e??“ﬂells
L iCompanys whp)l,m told, has a very itk bdy,
might foon be made pcrfe& in Fn&bl’"h’ﬂ&‘"the

. swondatful, Eaglifp Bull-dog be broughe "8 in

. « the.part of Major Sturgeon. Te ¢diild flot but

afford pleafure ta every rational and- philofdphic
mind;
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mind, thus. to fee the lower orders of creation
brought forward a ftep in the fcale of béing, and
afluming, on the Stage of Edinburgh, a rank
and.confequence which partial nature has denied
them.

‘But though the fuperftructure of dzncing and
tumblingis thus propofed to be raiféd on the
old theatrical. fqundation'; yet, Bit, it fs by no
meang.any part, of my plan to d:fcird or ténder

:ume(ﬁry dw prefent incunibents “of the
- Theatrs, . Their exertions ‘will neceffarily be
. nubted m;h their new aﬁ'oénates from Sadler’s
r~ng}p, )0 88 up, A3 it is caﬂcd, the plecelwh'lth
<3184 be pq:fqr;ncd in_this néw nian ’iﬂ& 1
have too much knowleage of e Tarleit” 4hd
svesfasility of sheir genius, nt to be'Corivinced
Ny tbﬁy,w\jl gamy accommodate theimRives to
yAbe. xh ;ngg Sqme of the ‘BeftVPrageins-of
mqqar,‘g:gf ¢ com?any ‘will readfly dequike the
‘ gg@}”rpf p ,lght-ropc, ‘moft oF thsi [vadien; 1
e&vln “have'po_objeeticti’ 88 g tohun -
5dfq)ygs gpd St tLe’ t;nt?oﬁ of : te *Devil i the
‘N,ﬁmbng, ay 3..and’ {‘ével‘ﬂ of the Tndfimeele-
aliprated. co;mc perfe ormérs are wlteady To lexgelient
\\\M\SE" Y uﬂ Imc, as’ to- give: -affurante b their
s AgHYIng at Lhe Airlt &fe’gt’ee &emmeman.hat

N

ai gggarment o SR I
wd 3 ARd-pow,. Slr, gch me kave Yo fHite fome of

mﬁghy(plp,wojls, advamages that wdl ariﬁ foomn ‘this
JLn T h4 4 R R “-new
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new and xgnprovcd mode of condu&mg the

Drama. .

1mo, As thé entertainment would" be addreﬂ'éd

to the éyes, it would allow perfe& liberty to the

tongues of the audience: of the reftraint,’ in’

'thls particular, which arifes from the"-prefent
method of condu&ing the Drama, - the moft
refpetable part of the houfe have great reafon té
complain, -as the players on the ftage. fpeak-al-
moft as loud as people of the firft dn{’cm&ioh An
the fide-boxes. .
¢ ‘24o, ‘There would ‘be none-of that 1mp1‘cpef
or'uhbecoming fréeedom or double entendre, againt®
which fame-of the more rigid moralifts invéighy
i’ the dialogise of our late comic performantés.

- If any ‘part-of the Pantomime fhould kapperi‘ not
to be-quite‘fo-pure as it ought (a grievancé which’
even the fpoken plays are liable to in the-hands of
fome adltors), it will be eafy for the Ladies td
turn their eyes half afide, or to cover thenr with’
the fticks of their fans: putting one’d fingers in!
one’s ears is not fo graceful -an attitude. - ‘

- gtio, It will very much improve the cataﬁrophe

"of forne of our beft Englith tragedies, * Georg
Barnwell may then be played, as’ ¥ oncé hieard
a gentleman of this city propofe to a Manageﬁ,
with the hanging thrown into a&tion"inftead of
narrative, as the fwing of feveral a&tors of “thie”
hew company can ea.ﬁly be made to imitate that

polite-

|
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pohte entertamment, and fome of them who at -
prefent fhew fuch dexterity in twitting . their
bodies into.the collared-eel, and . other beautiful
forms, will have no difficulty of allowmg ‘them -
felves to be broke on the.wheel in the part of
RBierre, which being a, n.uve}ty, and fomewhat
more natural and affeting than the mere prepa-
rativgs at prefent exhibited, cannpot fail of draw -~
ipg great houfes..
- 420, It will evidently tend to fac;htate the pro«
feffion of an.a8or, and to wides the.range from
which excellence in that line is to be. drawn.
As things-ase at prefent, the Britifh Stage, from
the circymftance of Janguage, is open anly to
the. natives of .Epgland and ‘Ireland; but if
Blays;are .to be danced inftead of fpoken, their
lapguage,. like that of Mufic, will e uniyesfal..
Fhis willremove a hardfhip psculiar tg.this part
of - bis. Majeity’s dominions, which, from its
psovincial pranunciation, is almoft entisely ex-
cluded from the Stage; but in.a patural talent.
for dancing and feats of agility, is fuppofed rather-
tp bave the advantage of its fifter kingdoms. : If - -
the plan I propofe is adopted, I fhall not be.
fu:pru'ed, if the diftrict of Strath/pey thquld.pro--
&uce a fuceeflor to Garrmé, and a rival to Mrs,’
Szda’om.
- Lafly, Tt will fave 2 great deal of trouble to-
amhors, who are often exceedingly at a lofs
Mg how
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how to carry-om the dialague of a piece through
the {pace of five, or even of three a&s.. In the
.improved ‘method I have taken the liberty to
fugpeft, an author will not only, like fome' of
our modern dramatifts, bave ‘no occafion ‘to
write well,: but he or fhe may alually .compofe
. avery good plry, without havmg evor’ kamcd’to
write oryead at all. -
« #Many ather advantages might be lheWn to
- refult from- this propofed alteration of the mode
!.of -teprefomting theatvical pieces; but I flatter
~maylsif,that even:the imperfect announcement of
-#bd plan,weifich. I have. given, - will be:faffitient
oso ingitle; il to the: favour and: patranage of per-
fons of tafte and knowledge ;- ameng' whom,
without flattery, Sir, I clafs the author of the
Lounger in a very diftinguithed rank.

I have the honour to be, &c.
RICHARD BUSKIN,

I doubt not but it will afford pleafure to Mr.
Bufkin to be told, that my young academical

. friend approved very much of his propofal. ¢ In
¢ ancient Greece,” faid he, ¢ though they did
“ not carry this matter quite {o far as your cor-
“ refpondent propofes, yet dancing made a chief
¢ part of the entertainment in dramatic repre-
“ fentations,
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¢ fontationy.. The. verles.indeed of Sophosles atid
~ ¢ Huripides were regited; but as we have.no.Se-
¢, phaclefes or Euripidefes now,:amd foarce any
. $¢,adlors who could fpeak theid verfes'if we. had,
-$¢ 1 lieiove Mr, Bufkin’s plan: to be-a very -ex-
¢ pedienot anes I remember oneof taw fellows
2% at-college,” who liked eccentyic anecdotes,
¢ ufed to tell us of a company of Cemesimnshe
+#¢ feld in- with_.im a- countty: exenrfion, ‘'who
5 ¢¢ :Maying,. by fome little misfortume, Joft.their
+#higxihcipal aGor, gave out their sextday's bill
f‘;simdmfe; wards: * On Monday:will be pre-
té, fetaved:the Tragedy.of Flaniles Mﬁrﬁm-
f-sqmri 5-abe part of Hmfet, fopnhat:ifight,ot
]"u“ ]efgm'? Gt :):.. ‘3'?.: ol

o et oo eani v o o
B S RT A ',‘;‘:':1.:
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Ne g6. SATURDAY, December 25 1‘7‘86.. ‘

T
To the AuTHor of the LoUNGER. .,
a0

Aureus hanc vitam.in terris Saturnus agebat. :
-+ . Viwe.

S I R,- - . of NG
AS in readipg, either for .inftruion.on pn-
tertainment,, one is always mpft #ruck
with what comes neareft to one’s, felfywa who arg
in the country bave been particulagly attentive
to your tural papers. The family.-@f which X
am a member at prefent, have been very much
entertained with them. . We have Sound oy
feveral .of our acquaintance in the lsties of »&lo~
banusy and even the pichure of your godmethan)
though a litde antiquated, was toa Aftremgip
marked for fome of our party not:to. difcovdr.a
refemblance to it. Adraftus’s partait of hims
felf was' too ferious for our meddling withi:\Wre
never allow our imaginations. to fportiwittpithe
facrednefs of forrow. - . TRV I )
Since the receipt of thofe papers, it has, be-
come an amufement here to draw fketches fo¥
: the
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the Lounger ; and fome of us laft night after
fupper propefed, that every one fhould paint his
neighbour. To this fancy and a rainy morn-
ing you owe this letter. I.will try to give you
the whole groupe; I am fure, if I could do it
juftice, it fhould pleafe your benevolent readers
better than the pi&ure of Urbanus, though I
give that gentleman perfeét credit for the fide-
lity-as well as the power of his pencik  But a
family-piece of Greuze is more pleafing, though
perhaps lefs valued, than one of Hemfkirk or Te-
riers, - . o
- “That I'may, however, take no advaritage/DI
will begin with myfelf. 1 am notof {0 ferious
a difpofition as Adraftus, yet am I not altogethiét
without fome of that rural fentiment whith he
indulges, and which you defcribe. T own Ihad
acuter feelings fome five and twenty years ago}
but haying now lived half a century, I am be-
come'a good deal lefs heroic, lefs vifiotary, and
lefs tender than I was; yet I have nat ford
gotten what my own. feelings were, amd I can
petfe@ly underftand what thofe of younger men
are ; 1 confefs I like to.fee them as warm as’I
myfelf 'was at their age, and enjoy a fort of-felf.
flattery., in - thinking that I bave learned to be’
wifer, by being a little older than. they. - Some-.
thing of the fame reflettion I venture now and
then to indulge, from the circumftance of being
a ba-
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a bachelor;. I think myfelf as well 2s.1:am, dnd
yet 1 am pleafed to fee a -hufband -and « fatbier
bappy. And as1am neither fram.agemnor fitia~
tion quite ‘condemned - te- celibacy, I have that
fort of intereft in an amiable woman er arprow
mifing child, that makes their company- vety
agrecable to me, and I believe mine notune
pleafant to. them. I have, thank God,:-gaod
health and good fpirits ; was bred fomewhat-of
a fcholar by my father, who lived in towny and
a pretty complate fportfman-by my grandfather,
who refided: in-.the country. When aufchoolj
I ftele an heus ar -two-in the eveningitwleam
mufic, ahd had a dolerable knsek at.ovikcing :bad
verfes when at-college. ' In- fhore;: thene aneifow
things come acrofs me: in:which I am qudite kit
out, and I.have ot the vamty of excdlme 7
fuppart incany of them. ' T
T generally fpend fome inonths: of Ahtdm‘b in
the country; and this feafon "have' paffed * them
very agreeably at-the houfe of 4 gehéleman; whs,
from particular circumftaness, I am pretty con<
fident is the perfon you. once mentioned under
the appellation of Beriewdiss. A general 'idéa
of his- chaailer you have given in thé-paper
I allude to > of his family and' their eotitétrys
life, will yon allow me 05 t:fyt -aliede! Aokt
DOW? . PP I I T
i s

Ypu
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« “Yout-have hinted at the-ufe Benevolus amkes
of his' wealth. In the country, 4s far as we can
" gathier from: thofe around him, he gives largely ;
-But as' it is peither from the impulfe of fickly
fewtiment or.fhallow vanity, his largeffes tend
oftener -t6 “intite induftry than to fupply: indi-
gencd: . Indeed, ¥ havo been forced to obferve,
that to nurle poverty is, politically {gaking, to
harbour idlenefs and: vice; to prevent it % much
tirer bewer way ; for a man feldom 'thrives thae
dues. .not -deferve . to thrive.; and, except from
fume unfortuhdée accidents, which Benevolas is
evepready to. pity and to vedrefs, 2:manis feldom
padr,: wishout. deferving'..10' be fo. .- Tthe oc-
oppiers of-Benewalus's eftate are generally ehriv-
ing v:.hp fays, that. to promdte shis:is not an
cxpenfive, insulgence; but, on.thei contrary,
that he gains by it. *Tis fome meneyadvanced
at Bxfly.fays. heg. but no capital is more,pro-
Apctive thap that which is Jaid out:on the happi-
psdsof aae’s people.  Some plans indeed have
boen fuggefted to hima for-doubling the.revenue
of his eftate, by difpeopling it of three fourths
of its inhabitgnts ; but he would never confent
to.them.. If I withed for money, he.teplied to
au adeifer "of. thefe (cheraes, there :are many
traden yaw fhould rather recommend to me ; but
the proudeft propérty of a country gentleman is
that of men, He has not, however, that in-’
: X ordinate
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ordinate defire for extending the bounds of hxs
eftate, ‘that fome great proprietors bave, A..
gent]eman, whofe family had begn. reduccd in
its circumftances, offered: his Jand to.him, for.
fale. Benevolus exprefled his, forgow for. the,
neceffity that forced the nejghbour to this mea~
fure, and,. after examining into his a.ﬂ"atrs, gave..
him credit to the extent of his debts, The
young man, went abroad,: and from the fecom-
mendaticn- of his honefty and worth, and great
affiduity. in bufinefs,. acqyired a fortune fiff~, .
cient to redeem his,affairs. .Somebody obferved .
what an enviable purchafe that.gentleman/s land.-
would have beep to, Bengvolus,- <. Byt thofe,
<t acres would nothave dined, with,mewish fuch,
« g face of happinefs and. gratityde as- Mgy > _
¢ did to-day.” -
Such faces, mdeed, are- a favqumc p@rt of
the entertainment at Bcncvolus s ;able., Qme
day of the week, wh:ch he jokingly calls his.,
wife’s rout day, thcre is an, additiopal. leaf_ put, ,
to the table, for. 4he reception. of fome of. the:
principal farmers on his eftate, from. whofg.
converfation,. he fays,. he derives much ufeful’
knowledge in country bufinefs, and. in the m3-.
pagement of his affairs. He behaves tp them,
in fuch a way as to remove, all reflrzint from the:.
inequality of rgnk ; and talking to eyery man.,
on the fubje& he knows beft, makes every man
: more
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more pleafed with himfelf, and more ufeful to
thofe who' hear him,:" The reception indeed of
thofe guéfts “ftrongly marks the propriety of
feeling and of ®ehaviour of the family. There
is none of that fneer and tittering which one
feés among the young gentlemen and ladies of
other tables ; the children ftrive who thall help
the fenior farmer of the fet; they afk queftions
about the different members of "his houfehold,
and 'fometimes fend little prefents to his chil-
_dren. - I have had the charge of fome parties
of the young people, who dined with the farm-
ers in-return; and then we have fo many long
ftories “when we come- back i the evening.
There are*no fuch eggs, nor fowls, nor cream,
as we meet with” in thofe excurfions; I am
always appeated tai as a‘voucher; and I can
fafely fay, that we thought fo, efpecially’ when
we took a long walk, or fithed, or thot by the way.
- Benevolus has four fons and three daughters.
Ttteir education has teen feripuloufly attended
to'y"arid ‘thére are perhaps ho young people of
their age more accomplified.” 'When I fpeak of
their-accomplithments, T do not mean only their
fkill ‘in tire ordinary branches of education,
mafi¢, dancing, drawing, and fo forth. I have
fedn fack a‘cquirements pafs ‘through the me.
mory #tid the fingers of young people, yet leave:
little fruit behind them. It is not fo with my
R PR young



258 THE LOUNGER. .Negs.

young friends here; not only.are the-faculties
employed,c hut thdimind-ss.ienriched by all their
ftudies. . I-have learried a great dealwf true phii-
lofaphy, during -the zrai.ny‘-:days swof -this fealom,
from .the. little: philofophers in Benevolus’s .li-
brary ; and. when I indulge myfelf.in d1mords-
ing’s loungecbefide the youngiiadies an;stheir
mother,” L-always - rife swith1 fentiment rbetver
regulated; with feelings moreuteuntdy than Whers
1 fat dqwny* “The .young: peoplé's accommplifhs
ments ave-{dmetimes ‘fhewn, ~But!never <exhis .
bited ¢ boought forth, ‘unaffuminglyyreo rbeftor
pleafure) onotheys,: ot to. minifter. totheiriown
vanity: “or -that -of .their pavents. i Imomufie
theirutalents are: foch. as 'mighe: svra@nthesiap™
plaufe’ofiatfe moft tkilful ; yer they meldr! refufe
to exertithem in the-file. that! mzy!pleafeithe
moft ignoraat. -. Mufio their: father :6onfeffes:re
is fond. of, 'beyond the moderation>nf;alsphilot
fophen.,. I Tis a-relaxation, hedfaysy:which-isi»
dulges without!debafing the feelingsd} wiich edw-
ploys without swafting:the nrinds Fhefinft! theywe
1 wds. Hereg L ad rods in‘a aerybad dapthraugh
a very desary road jit was darlc before }:reached
the houfe.. ‘The tmnfition: from: the. battering
rain, the-howling -wind; and.a' floaded |soad,
to a faloon:lighted cheerilyhup,and> fithed bwith
the mingled founds of theirdaniilylooncereyiwks
fo dehghtfuh; that I-fhall never forgevitgou bax
There
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..{There.is, however, a living harmony in the
appearance .of the family, that adds confider-
ably uto: the pleafure of this and every other
. entertainment. To fee how the boys hang upon
their father; and with what logks of tendernefs
the. girls gather round their mother ! ¢ To be
s happy. at home,” faid Benevolus one day to
nwpdwhen.we were talking of the fex, . is one.
44dof ahdsheft -dowrries we can. give. a daughter
$Htwkithos goodihufband, and:the baft.prevent-
s¢ive 1againfk- ber: chufing:a :bad one. - How
o ftemhp miferable. matches have I known fome
Awofmymeighbours girls make, merely to.efcape
$tufwoan the, prifon of their-father’s boufe ; and
4 sheringp magried f for freedom, they rcfnlved tobe
##, e little:ns, tHey sould. in their hufband’ss”
>:/1Binevglus’s: Lady, . though the, mother .of fo
s avftdhildran, is: kil a very fine woman, That
oftgelegimce,. howiyer, .which, in her younger
<hays i Bureqegmber. awing: famauy lovers. .into
adoratichy {hs. has:naw foftened; into a matron
gentléndf{yiwh |cllmsunﬁ;mt;zlyr engagingg: .. There
dga modeft ineitnefs: in her dnefs, a. .chaftened
- igwioesin beo'figure, a.fort of itimid livelinefs in
bereonverfation,  which' we cannot but love
oedfelbesy and are.not furprifed /to fee-her huf-
drand otk on. with-delights, In:the mamagement
afwherihuufohold- concetnsy fhe exerts.a .quict
and unperasived attentitn. to’ ber family and her
ava {T guefts,
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guefls, to theit convénience, their f yorts, their
amufements, ' which accommodates every.. qne-
without the tax of feeing it buﬂled for. fuo the:
little circles at brﬂkfaﬁ' where the plans of the-:
day ‘are dald, one ‘never finds thofe faces af -
‘embarraffseat, thofe whifpers of concea]mcnt,
which may be'bbletved in {'ome houfes. Mamma B
is applied to m all’ afrangemems, confulted: in -
Tehemes for exeurfions, in the difficalty. of in= -
terfering engagements, and is often preﬂ'ed to bq
of parties, which the fomcumes enhvcns thh .
her prefence. .
Benevolus, in the fame manner, is frequen;ly »
the companion of his fon’s’ fports, and ndqs‘
though' they fay he ' has” gone rad{éf fcldomcn .
‘out this feafon than he uféd to do, avipg- . gota
fo good a deputy in me. He was dlqutwg’ ”
t'other day with the cleroyman of the parifb,. a
very learned and a very worthy map, on thal
love of fport. ¢ I allow, my good Su‘ (fa,td,l
% Benevolus), that there are 'better qes for,.;,
% time; but, exclufive of exercnfe to the body, .
¢ there are fo many dlﬂipatxons more hurtfu{
¢ to the mind (diffipations even of readg)g, an
¢ of thmkmg, and of feeling,. which.are never.
¢ reckoned on as fuch),. that if fport be. harm- 2
s Jefs, it is ufeful. I have another reafon for- .

% encouraging it in my fon. "It will give him._ -
: ' © “an

42

e
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¢ an additional tie to the country, which is to-
<« be the chief fcéne of his future life, as-a man
¢’likes his  wife the better that, befides more
“ important accomplithments, fhe can fing and
¢¢ dance; and in both cafes, a man of a feeling
¢ 'mind will conne@ with the mere amufement,
< ideas of affe@ion, and remembrances of ten-
" ¢¢ dernefs. Methinks I perceive an errorin the
« fyftem of education which. fome country-
[ gentlemen follow with their.fons.« They fend
< them, when lads, to ftudy at foreign @niver-
o fities, and to travel into foreign eountries,

¢« and then expe& them, rather unreafonably,
£ to becomc country- -gentlemen at their return,
s My fon (ha]l travel to fee other countries,

-6¢ hdt?- he fhall firft learn ta_love his own.:
w TheRP'% a polith, there -are ornaments, I.
¢ know, which travel gives; but the bafis muft
¢ be an attachment to home. My fon’s ruffles

¢ may Be of lace, but his fhirt muft be of more
LU dma’ble ftuff.”? .

In thvs purpofe Bénevolus has perfé&ly fuce-
ceeded with his fon, who is_now eighteen, with
much of the information of a man, but with all
the unafluming modefty ofa boy. ’Tis his plea-
fure «and-his pridée to acknowledge the claims
whicl' his native fcenes have upon him. He
knows'the name of every hamlet, and of its in-
habitants’; he vifits them when he can be of ufe,
givcséhco’uragement to their imiprovements, and

diftri
i
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diftributes rewards to the induftrious,! In 'fe.
turn, they.feel the moft perfect fealty antdregard
to him. : The .old men.obferve howlike héis to
his father; and their wives trace thestyes and
the lips of his mother. . R A
The fame gaod fenfe'in their” mARafenient;
and a fimilar attention to their Hipginéh; it
thewn to every inferior memYét -of ‘Beiledoltis®
houfehold. His domeftics revere and love Ity
yet regularity and attention ame: ho where fo
hahbitual. Attention ta-eyery gueft is one of the
firft leflons a fervant’ learns at this boufe, and
an attention of that ufeful aiid benevolent fort
which is'exa@ly the reverfe of what is pratifed
at fome great houfes in ‘the country, where a
man is vaftly well attended, provided he has
attendants of his own that make it needlefs; but
a perfon of inferior rank may wait fome time
before he can find a fervant whofe province it
is to take any care of him. At Benevolus's, it
is every man’s province to thew a ftranger kind-
nefs ; and there is an afpe& of welcome in every
domeftic one meets. Even the maftiff in the
court is fo gentle, fo humanized by the children,
and ¢¢ bears his faculties fo meek,”” that the very
beggar is not afraid of Trufly, though he bays

him. i
In fuch quarters, and with fuch fociety, I do
not count the weeks of my ftay, like your cor-
refpondent Urbanus,  The family talks of net
vifiting
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jl';*ﬁxﬁﬂt Edinburgh. fooner than Chriftmas, and
Bis, 000 improhable that:1 may flay with them
tll.ithat sime e fo. if: your: coffechoufe-friend
takes:peseaf avrivala this winter, he may poffi-
bly mark me down in my feat in.the coach def-
tinedfor. N.%,7,. anfwering. she queftiond of two
perag-fmd. boys, who ase 3 fort-of pupils of
Buif bt in All shecidls baamhcs of aheir edu-
°’!ﬂﬂ!‘sw,1 bag e et
ol stalw nlm., e
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e Y ol phdin v,
bstifduig ei dsdw Yo a0 ers e o ~W. Go
8 :n:Mw R QEITL P E 1 B S A i
2sd od bobivotq bebesen e L6 -
sud ;atsthosn 3iosiper ore f o T b
omi3 MGl BEW YT ael
31 saaivorg stedw 3T 0 Ty e e
3t 2lewlovomofl 1/ w0 T = e
-<bnid 1ogasifl s wol ar eav o, D
Y19V ai ormodtwr A e e
odt ni Riflewa - a0 s
enobldy sur vt o s T ,
v ads ot .
2ysd od dguodr .o

ob T (ymidnt o 3o T
~102 o ot Lo
1o 3o va .



264 -THE LOUNGER. Neg.

“ Neog7. SATURDAY, December 9, 1786.

O the fecling and the fufceptible there.is
fomething wonderfully pleafing in the
contemplation of genius, of that fupereminent
reach of mind by which fome men are diftin-
guithed. In the view of highly {uperior talents,
as in that of great and ftupendous natural ob-
je&s, there is a fublimity which fills the foul
with wonder and delight, which expands it, as
it were, beyond its ufual bounds, and which,
invefting our nature with extraordinary powers
and extraordinary honours, interefts our curio-
fity and flatters our pride.

This dlvxmty of genius, however, which ad-
miration is fond to worfhip, is beft arrayed in
the darknefs of diftant and remote periods, and
is not eafily acknowledged in the prefent times,
or in places with which we are perfeitly ac-
quainted. Exclufive of all the dedu&ions which
envy or jealoufy may fometimes be fuppofed to
make, there is a familiarity in the near approach
of perfons around us, not very confiftent with
the lofty ideas which we wifh to form of him
who has led captive our imagination in the

triumphs
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triumph of his fancy, overpowered our feelings
with the tide of-paflion, or enlightened our rea-
fon with the inveftigation of hidden truths, It
may be true, that ¢ in the olden time” genius
had fome advantages which tended to its vigour
and its growth ; but it is not unlikely that, even
in thefe dégenerate days, it rifes much oftener
than it is obferved ; that in ¢ the ignorant pre
fent time” our pofterity may find names which
they will dignify, though we neglected, and pay
to their memory thofe honours which their

_cotemporaries haddenied them.

There is, however, a natural, and indeed a
fortunate vanity in trying to redrefs this wrong
which genius is expofed to fuffer. In the dif-
covery of talents generally unknown, men are
apt to indulge the fame fond partiality as in all
other difcoveries which themfelves have made;
and hence we have had repeated inftances of
painters and of poets, who have been drawn
from oblcure fituations, and held forth to
public notice and applaufe by the extravagant
encomiums of their introdutors, yet in a fhort
time have funk again to their former obfcurity ;
whofe merit, though perhaps fomewhat ne-
gle&ted, did not appear to have been much under-
valued by the world, and could not fupport, by
its own intrinfic excellence, that fuperior place

Vor. III. N - which
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which the enthufialm of its patrons would have
" affigned it.

I know not if I fhall be accufed of fuch en-
thufiafm and partiality, when I introduce to the
notice of my readers a poet of our own country,
with whofe writings I have lately become ac-
quainted ; but if ‘I am not greatly deceived, I
think I may fafely pronounce him a genius of no
ordinary rank. The perfon to whom I allude
is RoBERT BurNs, an Ayrpire ploughman,
whofe poems were fome time ago publithed in-
a country town in the weft of Scotland, with
no other ambition, it would feem, than to cir=
.culate among the inhabitants of the county
where he was born, to obtain a little fame from
thofe who had heard of his talents, I hope I
fhall not be thought to aflume too much, if I
endeavour to place him in a higher point of
view, to call for a verdi&t of his country on the
merit of his works, and to claim for him thofe
honours which their excellence appears to deferve.

In mentioning the circumftance of his hum-
ble ftation, I mean not to reft his pretenfions
folely on that title, or to urge the merits of his
poetry when confidered in relation to the low-
nefs of his birth, and the little opportunity of
tmprovement which his education could afford.

Thefe particulars, indeed, might excite our
wonder
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wonder at his productions ; but his poetry, con-
fidered abftra&tedly, and without the apologies
arifing from his fituation, feems to me fully
intitled to command our feelings, and to obtain
our applaufe. One bar, indeed, his birth and
education have oppofed to his fame, the lan.
guage in which moft of his poems are written,
Even in Scotland, the provincial diale@® which
XRamfay and he have ufed is now read with a
difficulty which greatly damps the pleafure of
the reader : in England it cannot be read at all,
without fuch a conftant reference to a gloflary,
as nearly to deftroy that pleafure,

Some of his produétions, however, efpecially
thofe of the grave ftyle, are almoft Englith.
From one of thofe I fhall firft prefent my readers
with an extra&, in which I think they will dif-
cover a high tone of feeling, a power and energy
of expreflion, particularly and ftrongly charac-
teriftic of the mind and the voice of a poet.
*T'is from his poem intitled the Vifion, in which
the Genius of his native country, ziyr/b:re, is
thus fuppofed to addrefs him :

With future hope, I oft would gaze,
Fond, on thy litile early ways,
Thy rudely carolled, chiming phrafe,

In uncouth rhymes,
Fird at the fimple, artlefs lays

Of other times.
N 2 ‘ Iaw
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I faw thee feek the founding fhore,
Delighted with the dathing roar ;
Or, when the North his fleecy ftore

Drove through the fky,
I faw grim Nature’s vifage hoar

Strike thy young eye.

Or when the deep-green mantled earth,
Warm-cherithed every flowret’s birth,
And joy and mufic pouring forth

In every grove,
I faw thee eye the general mirth

With boundlefs love.

‘When ripen’d fields and azure fkies
Called forth the reapers ruftling noife,
I faw thee leave their evening joys,
And lonely ftalk,
To vent thy bofom’s fwelling rife
In penfive walk.

‘When youthful love, warm-bluthing, ftrong,
Keen-fhivering, thot thy nerves along,
Thofe accents, grateful to thy tongue,

‘T'h’ adored name,
I taught thee how to pour in fong,

To foothe thy flame.

I faw thy pulfe’s maddening play,
- 'Wild, fend thee Pleafure’s devxous~way,
Mifled by Fancy’s meteor-ray,
By Paffion driven;
But yet the light that lcd aftray
Was light from Heas e(:;}




Negz. THE LOUNGER. 269

Of ftrains like the. above, folemn and fub-
lime, with that rapt.and infpired melancholy in
which the Poet lifts his eye ¢ above this vifible
¢¢ diurnal fphere,” the Poems intitled, Defpond-
ency, the Lament, Wintery, a Dirge, and the
Invocation to Ruin, afford no lefs ftriking ex-
amples. Of the tender and the moral, fpeci-
mens equally advantageous might be drawn from
the elegiac verfes, intitled, Man was made to
mourn, from The Cottar’s Saturday Night, the
Stanzas 7o a Moufe, or thofe To a Mountain-
"Daify, on turning it down with the plough in
April 1786. This laft Poem I fhall infert en-
tire, not from its fuperior merit, but becaufe
its length fuits the bounds of my Paper.

* Wee, modeft, crimfon-tipped flower,

Thou’s met me in an evil hour,

For I maun crufh amang the ftoure
Thy flender ftem ;

To fpare thee now is paft my power,
Thou bonie gem,

Alas! it’s no thy neighbour fweet, .
The bony Lark, companion meet !
Bending thee ’mong the dewy weet
W1’ fpreckled breaft,
When upward-fpringing, blythe to greet
The purpling eaft,

* Wee, little; maun, muft; floure, duft ; weet, wet, a fube
fantive 5 cauld, cold ; glinted,.peep’d 5 bield, fhelter 5 fane,
flone, wa's, walls ; biffie, dry, chapt, barrens

N 3 Cauld
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Cauld blew the bitter-biting north
Upon thy early, humble birth ;
Yet chearfully thou glinted forth-
. Amid the ftorm,
Searce rear’d above the parent-earth
Thy tender form,

The flaunting flowers our gardens yield,
High-fhelt’ring woods and wa’s maun thield ;
Bat thou beneath the random bield

Of clod or ftane,
Adorns the hiftie ftubble-field,

Unfeen, alane,

‘There, in thy fcanty mantle clad,
Thy fnowy bofom fun- ward fpread,
Theu lifts thy unafluming head,
In humble guife ;
But now the jbare uptears thy bed,
And low thou lies !

Suclris the fate of artlefs maid,
Sweet flow’ret of the rural fhade!
By Love’s fimplicity betray’d,
And guilelefs truft,
Till the, like thee, all {oil’d, is laid
' Low in the duft.

Such is the fate of fimple bard,
On Life’s rough ocean lucklefs ftarr’d }
Unfikilful he to note the card
Of prudent lore,
Till billows rage, and gales blow hard,
" And whelm him o’er!
‘ Such
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Such fate to fufPring worth is given,
Who long with wants and woes has ftriven,
By human pride or cunning driven
To Mifery’s brink,
Till, wrench’d of every ftay but Heaven,
‘ He ruined fink.

Ev’n thou who mourn’ft the daify’s fate,
That fate is thine No diftant date 3
Stern Ruin’s plough-fhare drives, elate,
Full on thy bloom,
Till erufh’d beneath the furrow’s weight,
Shall be thy doom.,

T have feldom met with an image more truly
paftoral than that of the lark, in the fecond
ftanza. Such flrokes as thefe mark the pencil -
of the poet, which delineates Nature with the
precifion of intimacy, yet with the delicate.
colouring of beauty and of tafte. _

The power of genius is not lefs admirable in..
tracing the manners, than in painting the paf~-
fions, or in drawing the fcenery of Nature,
That intuitive glance with which a writer like -
Shakefpeare difcerns the characters of men, with .
which he catches the many changing hues of .
life, forms a fort of problem in the fcience of -
mind, of which it is eafier to fee the truth than ..
to aflign the caufe.. Though I am very far.
from meaning to compare our. ruftic bard to

) N 4. Shake-
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Shakefpeare, yet whoever will read his lighter
and more humorous poems, his Dialogue of the
Dogs, his Ledication to G H——, Efg; his
Epifiles to a Young Friend, and to W. § — n, will
perceive with what uncommon penetration and
fagacity this Heaven-taught ploughman, from
his humble and unlettered ftation, has looked
upon men and manners.,

Againft fome paflages of thofe laft- mentioned
poems it has been objelted, that they breathe a
fpirit of libertinifm and irreligion. But if we
confider the ignorance and fanaticifm of the
lower clafs of people in the country where thefe
poems were written, a fanaticifm of that perni-
cious fort which fets faith in oppofition to good
works, the fallacy and danger of which, a mind
fo enlightened as our Poet’s could not but per-.
ceive ; we fhall not look upon his lighter Mufe
- as the enemy of religion (of which in feveral
places he exprefles the jufteft fentiments), though
fhe has fometimes been a little unguarded in her
ridicule of hypocrify.

Iu this, as in other refpe&s, it muft be al-
lowed that there are exceptionable parts of the
volume he has given to the public, which caution
would have fupprefled, or corretion ftruck
- out; but Poets are feldom cauticus, and our
Poet had, alas! no friends or companions from
whom corretion could be obtained. When

we
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we refle® on his rank in life, the habits to
which he muft have been fubje&, and the fo-
ciety in which he muft have mixed, we regret
perhaps more than wonder, that delicacy fhould .
be fo often offended in perufing a volume in |

‘ which there is fo much to intereft and to pleafe

us.
Burns poflefles the fpirit as well as the fancy

of a poet, That honeft pride and independence
of foul which are fometimes the Mufe’s only
dower, break forth on every occafion in his
works. It may be, then, I thall wrong his feel-
ings, while I indulge my own, in calling the
attention of the public to his fituation and cir-
cumftances. That condition, bumble as it was,
in which he found content, and wooed the
Mufe, might not have been deemed uncomfort-
able ; but grief and misfortunes have reached
him there; and one or two of his poems hint,
what I have learnt from fome of his country-

men, that he has been obliged to form the

refolution of leaving his native land, to feek
under 2 Weft-Indian clime that fhelter and fup- |
port which Scotland has denied him. But T
truft means may be found to prevent this refo-
lution from taking place; and that I do my
country no more than juftice, when I fuppofe
her ready to ftretch out her hand to cherith
N 35 o and
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and retain this native Poet, whofe ¢¢ wood-notes
" ¢ wild” poffefs fo much excellence. To repair
the wrongs of fuffering or negle@ed merit; to
call forth genius from the obfcurity in which it
had pined indignant, and place it where it may
profit or delight the world ; thefe are exertions
which give to wealth an enviable fuperiority, to
greatnels and to patronage a laudable pride.

v/
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N° ¢8. SATURDAY, December 16, 1786,

e Nle¢ domos potentum
Noffemus, nec imagines fuperbus. MarT,

To the AuTHOR of the LOUNGER."

SIR,.

T is a long time fince my laft correfpondence

with you ; and indeed, I did not know that
your Paper continued to come out, till lately
that I faw it at a certain great houfe where I
was on a vifit.  Of that vifit, Mr. Lounger, if
you will give me leave, I will tell you fome par-
ticulars. Since I find that fome of the great
folks take in your paper, it may do them no
harm to be told a little how things are about
them ; or if, as I am apt to believe, they are
not eafily to be mended, it will at leaft give us
little folks fome fatisfation to get out our
thoughts of them.

Your predeceflor, the Author of the AMiryor,
who was kind enough to take fome intereft in
my family, was well acquainted with its con-
netion with Lady —, the great Lady who

N6 firft
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firlt fet my wife and daughters heads agog about
fafhion and finery. In my laft to you, I in-
formed you of our having luckily loft her ac-
quaintance, though I had got into another

hobble by our intimacy with my rich neighbour |

young Mufbroom. 1 am afhamed to tell you,
Sir, how things have come about; but, as I
told Mr. Mirror, I was always rather too eafy
" in my way: I have been myfelf on a vifit at the
houfe of the great Lady ! (I beg her Lord’s par-
don, but that’s the way of fpeaking in our
neighbourhood.) But this comes through Mr.
Muthroom too. You muft know, that fince be
came home, by prefents of fhawls and muflins
to my Lady, and, as_fome folks fay, by lend-
ing fome of his fpare rupees to my Lord, he is
become a great favourite at Lodge. And
fo my Lord and Lady and he have laid their
heads together, that Mr. Mufthroom fhall be
* member for our county the next vacancy; and
they have been driving and riding about among
us, and giving feafls and dances at
" Lodge and Mufaroom Hall. T fought a little
fhy, as the faying is ;_but Mrs. and Mifs Mufh-
room fo tickled the ears of my wife and daugh-
ters, and my Lady talked fo much of the hap-
pinefs fhe had formerly enjoyed at my houfe,
and of her regret for having loft the honour
of my daughter Mrs, —7s acquaintance, that

. : they

e~
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they were filly enough to forgive all her former
negle@ of them ; ard then they fo belaboured
me with the great things that might be expeclted
from my Lord’s patronage, and Mr. Mufh-
room’s attachment to my family (and they had

fome fhauls and muflins too), that I at laft

agreed to give my vote as they withed. Oh!
then, there was {fo much fufs and kindnefs, and
fuch invitations to go to —- Lodge, and fo

‘many honours and pleafures—that, in fhort,

Mr. Lounger, having got in my corn and fold
my cattle, 1 was prevailed on to lay out a little
of the money in a new fuit, to get a new faddle
and bridle for my mare, to trim my brown colt
for a portmanteau-horfe, and mounting John
upon him, whom I could beft fpare at this fca-
fon too, 1 accompanied one of my brother free-
holders, a plain man like myfelf, who takes a
little of his wife’s advice, to Lodge.

As I knew fomething of the hours there, I
took care. that we fhould not redch the houfe
till within a few minutes of four, though my
neighbour was in a fort of flutter the laft three
miles, for fear of being too late. But when we
got off our horfes, and walked into the lobby,
we found we were much too early for the houfe.
We had ftalked about for fome minutes, with-
out knowing where we fhould go, wher, who
thould I fee come in but my old acquaintance

Mr.,
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Mr. Papillst, though it feems he had forgotten
me; for when I afked him if my Lord or his
Lady were within, he gave me a broad ftare,
and faid that fome of the fervants would inform
us. None of the fervants, however, chofe to
be fo kind ; for though one or two peeped out
of this and that door, they took no fort of con-
cern in us, till at laft a big furly-looking fellow
appeared, pulling down the ruffles of his fhirt,
and bade us follow him into the faloon. Here
we found an open window, and a half-kindled
fire, and were left to cool our heels for above
an hour, before any living creature appeared.
At laft, a civil enough.fort of gentleman, whofe
name I never heard, for the family called him
nothing but Captain, came in, and after talk-
ing a little to us about the weather, the roads,
and the crop ( though he feemed to have but a
bad notion of farming), left the room again,
telling us that my Lord and Lady would foon
be down; but that dinner was fomewhat later
that day than ufual, as they and their company
had been at a bear-baiting, my Lord’s bear hav-
ing been backed againft his neighbour Sir Harry
. Driver’s dogs. This accident kept us from
our dinner till fix o’clock, by which time my
neighbour and I, who had breakfafted betimes,
were -almoft famifhed. Meanwhile we were
left to entertain ourfelves with the pi&ures, not

te
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to mention my Lady’s French lap-dog, which
a fervant brought in (I fuppofe by the time he
had been drefled for dinner) and laid on a
cufhion at the fire-fide. I found indeed one of
the late numbers of the Lounger, which I began
to read ; but my neighbour Broadecaft yawned
fo on the firft page, that I laid it by out of
complaifance to him. Soon after the lap-dog,
fome of her Ladyfhip’s company came in one
after another, and did us the honour of ftaring
at us, and fpeaking to the lap-dog, The din
ner-bell was rung before my Lady appeared,
who, to do her juftice, behaved politely enough,
and began to afk half a dozen queftions about
our wives and children, to which fhe did not
~ wait for an anfwer; but to fay truth, fhe had
her hands full of the bear-baiting company,
who, when they were all affembled, made a
very numerous party, My Lord entered a few
minutes after her; he did not give himfelf
much trouble about any of us, till on the Capu
tain’s whifpering fomething in his ear, he came
up to where my neighbour and I ftood, and faid
he was very happy to have the honour of feeing
us at —— Lodge.

When we went to dinner, we contrived to
place .ourfelves on each fide of our good friend
the Captain, and things went on pretty well,.

1 knew that at fuch a table the vituals were
’ 9 not
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not always what they feemed ; and therefore I
was cautious of afking for any of your figured
difhes. At laft, however, I got helped to a
mutton-chop, as I would have called it; but
the Captain told me it was a ragout. When I
tafted it, it was fo Frenchified, and fmelt fo of
garlic, which I happen, to have an averfion to,
that I was glad to get rid of it as foon (and
that was not very foon) as I could prevail on a
fervant to take away my plate. The Captain,
who guefled my tafte I fuppofe, very kindly
- informed me, there was rozaft beef on the fide-
board, and fent a requeft to a fine gentle-
man out of livery, who had the carving of it,
for a flice to me. But whether he thought I
looked like a cannibal, or that the dith, being
little in requeft, was negleted in the roafting,
he fent me a monftrous thick cut, fo red and
raw, that I could not touch a morfel of it; fo
1 was obliged to confine my dinner to the leg
and wing of a partridge, which the fecond
courfe afforded me. I did not obferve how my
friend Broadcaft fared at dinner; but I faw he
catched a Tartar at the defert; for happening
to take a mouthful of a peach, as he thought
it, what fhould it be but a lump of ice, that
ftung his hollow tooth to the quick, ..and
sbrought the tears over his chezks. The wine
after dinner might have confoled us for all
thefe
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thefe little misfortunes, if we had had time to
partake of it ; but there the French mode came
acrofs us again, and we had drank but a few
- glafles, and had not got half through the hiftory
of the bear-baiting, when coffee was brought.
When we went into the drawing-room, we
found the card-tables fet, and my Lady engaged
with a party at Whift, She recommended fome
of us to the care of a friend of hers, a Lady
fomewhat advanced in life, though the was ftill
a maiden one, for they called her Mifs Lurcher,
who made up a table at Farthing-Loo. As this
was a game I was ufed to play at home, and the
ftake was fo very trifling, I confented to make
one. My neighbour Broadcaft refufed, and fat
down at the other end of the room, to hear one
of the young Ladies play on the harpfichord,
where he affronted himfelf by falling afleep. It
bad been as well for fome other people that they
had been afleep-too. This game, though it began
with farthings, foon mounted up to a very con-
fiderable fum, and I had once loft to the amount
of twenty pounds. A lucky reverfe of for-
tune brought me a little up again, and I went
to fupper only sooo farthings, that is five gui-
neas, out of pocket. It would not become me
to fufpe@ any foul play at —— Lodge; but I
could not help obferving, that Mifs Lurcher
held Pam plaguily often. - I have been told

\ﬁnce,
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fince, that fhe has little other fortune than what
fhe makes by her good luck at cards: and yet
the was as finely drefled as my Lady, and haa
as fine a plume of feathers on her hat: I fhall
never look on that hat again without thinking
that I fee Pam in the front of it.

When we were fhewn to our rooms, I looked
for the attendance of John, to whom I had
given ftri@t charge to be watchful in that mat-
ter ; but he was not to be found, and, I was
told, had never appeared at the Lodge after he
went with his horfes to the inn, Before going
to bed, I ftole into the chamber where my friend
Broadcaft lay, and agreed with him, who
feemed as willing to be gone as myfelf, that we
fhould cut fhort our vifit, and (fince French
was the word) take a French leave early next
morning. We were both up by day-light, and
groped our way down ftairs to get our hats and
whips, that we might make our efcape to where
John and the horfes were lodged. But we could
not find our road to the lobby, by which we had
entered. There did not feem to be a creature
ftirring in the houfe; and, after wandering
through feveral empty halls, in one of which
we found a Backgammon table open, with a
decanter not quite empty, on which was a
Claret label, we went down a few fteps to an-
other paflage, where we imagined we heard

fome-
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fomebody flirring. But we had not gone many
fteps when the rattle of a chain made us take
to our heels; and it was well we did; for we
were within half a yard of being faluted by my
Lord’s bear, whofe quarters it feems we had
firayed into. The noife of our flight, and his
purfuit, brought a chambermaid, who happened
to be up, to our affiftance, and by her means
we had the goed fortune to get fafely through
the lobby into the lawn, from whence ws had
only a mile or two’s walk to the inn where John
was put up.

For want of John’s attendance, I had com-
forted myfelf with the refle@ion, that if he
had not been employed in taking care of me, the
horfes would fare the better for it. But when
we reached the houfe, we found that ]ohp had
been employed in nothing but taking care of
himfelf. The fervants of my Lord’s other
guefts, who were there, kept a very good houfe,
as the landlord called it; and John had been a
good deal jollier at dinner the day before than
his mafter. It was with fome difficulty we got
him on his legs, and brought him along with us.
It was along time before my portmanteau could
be found ; and my new bridle, with a plated bit,
had been exchanged by fome clearer-headed fel-
low, for an old fnaffle not worth a groat,

Such,
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Such, Sir, is the hiftory of my firft vifit, and
- I hope my laft, to Lodge. But as I have
found the experience even of one vifit a little
expenfive, I think it is doing a kindnefs to
people in my fituation, to let them know what
they have to expe& there. When my Lord
afks a vote again, let it be conditioned on the
part of the freeholder, that he fhan’t be obliged
_to ftudy the pi¢tures of his faloon above half
an hour, that he fhall have fomething to eat
and fomething to drink at dinner, and be infured
from falling into the paws of the bear, or the
"bands of Mifs Lurcher,

I am, &c.
JOHN HOMESPUN,
z

" - —————
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N° 99. SATURDAY, December 23, 1786.

To the AuTHOR of the LOUNGER,

SIR, -

WITHO UT being thought partial to the

prefent times, I believe one may ven-
ture to fdy, that, in point of invention and dif-
covery, this age very much excels any former
one. In Phyfics, in Elecricity, in Chemittry,
in Mechanics, new worlds, if I may ufe the
expreffion, have been opened to our refearches:
But in Britain, we have a compendious way of
calculating the number -of inventions. If I am
not mifinformed, there have pafled the offices
within thefe twenty years no fewer than 167
patents; fo that this ifland alone has in that
very inconfiderable fpace added 167 difcoveries
to the ftock of knowledge which our fathers
pofleffed.

Nor has France been lefs produtive than her
fifter-kingdom. Befides the balloon, of which
fhe may certainly claim the praltical application,
if Britain fhall difpute the difcovery of the prin-
ciple, there are many other inventions, equally

wonderful
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wonderful thoygh lefs brilliant, which her phi-
lofophers have atchieved; and fome of thofe
which his Britith Majefty has fan&ioned with his
royal patent, are only naturalifed fubjeéts, which
had their birth in the territories of the Moft
Chriftian King. :

Of all difcoveries ancient or modem, the
moft ufeful perhaps, as well as the moft won-
derful, took its rife in Paris about three years
ago; I mean the Animal Magnetifm of the illuf-
trious Dr. Mefmer. This has lately been im~
ported into England, and is now pra&ifed with
the greateft fuccefs by one of the Doétor’s dif-
ciples in London. To Scotland I believe it has
not yet found its way; which, confidering the
ingenuity of the people, is to me fomewhat fur-
“prifing. I hope I fhall not be thought to tref-
pafs againft the nature or defign of your Paper,
if I wifth to make it the vehicle for communicat-
ing this invaluable difcovery to my native coun-
try; for, notwithftanding I have refided chiefly
abroad, I am proud to ‘declare myfelf a Scot{-
man: and though, in enumerating the proper-
ties of this wonderful art, I muft neceffarily
make ufe of technical terms; yet, as I know
this city to be as it were the emporium of medi-
cine, I flatter myfelf I fhall here find a multitude
of readers who could perfe&ly underftand me,
even th‘hout the tranflation, which I fhall en-

deavour
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deavour to affix to moft of the medical phrafes
I make ufe of. ’

I do not know, Sir, whether the immeortal
Mefmer flourifhed at the time you were abroad.
If your travels were before his time, you may
not have heard of his procefs of magnetifing.
The ceremony is -fimple and beautiful. The
company fit in a faloon fitted up in the moft ele-
gant ftyle, round a daguet or large veflel, form-
ing a figure like the a-l/a-ronde of a cotillion,
From the baquet, which is covered and orna-
mented as becomes the altar of Hygeia, rife
thofe enchanted rods, if I may ufe the expref-
fion, by which the magnetic virtue communi-
cated by the artift is tranfmitted. At the end of
the apartment is a piano-forte and harmanica,
from which the great man himfelf, who, like
his predeceflor Apollo, cultivates both medicine
and fong, brings thofe lively airs, or dying falls,
which affit or temper the effe&s of his divine
art. Within the faloon is a fmaller apartment,
called the Chambre de Crife; but of this the
- fecrets muft not be ¢ to mortal ears divulged.”
Suffice it to fay, that that chamber has becn
witnefs to the moft wonderful effe@s of the
medico-magnetical art that ever aftonithed man.
Such fublime agonies, fuch beautiful convul-
fions! I remember, before the apoftate Deflon
had made the firft f{chifm in our faith, having

aflifted
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affifted in the celebrated cafe of Madame de
P —, where our mafter and all the body of
the initiated were prefent. There was firft a
Paracufis, or imperfe& hearing, changed into a
. Surditas, or complete deafnefs ; changed into a
Pleudoblepfis, or uncertain fight; changed into
a perfe&t Caligo, or blindnefs ; changed into a
Hallucinatio, or dulnefs ; changed into a Mora-
fis; changed into a Hyfferia; changed into a
Delirium; changed into a Mania, or raging
madnefs! Thefe, Sir, are the progreflive mi-
racles by which a phyfician thews the power and
the utility of his art!

But my enthufiafm has carried me from my
purpofe, which was, humbly to announce my-
felf as a difciple and initiated of the illuftrious
Mefmer, and to offer my affiftance to the gen-
teeler part of the community here, for a cure
of ‘moft of the difeafes to which they are {ub-
je@. Though it is the advantage of our prac-
tice, that a knowledge of the patient’s diforder
is nowife neceffary to the cure; yet, in order
to fhew that I am not an ignorant or illiterate
Quack, likely to be deccived myfelf, or to de-
ceive others, I will ftate the maladies, as well
idiopathic as fymptomatic, to which patients of
the fathionable and higher orders of the people
are chiefly liable, which I flatter myfelf no vul-
gar or empty {matterer in phyfic could have ob-

ferved
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ferved or delineated; all of which I undertake
to cure by magnetifm alone. In enumerating
thefe diforders, I fhall follow the claflification
ufually adopted by the moft eminent writers on
Nofology. :

Under the clafs Pyrexie, or Fevers, I have

- obferved fuch patients extremely liable to what

medical writers term the Symochus hiemalis *, ox
Wi nter-fever. The fymptoms are, a reftlefl-
nefs, a defire of changing place, and that fort
of horror at being alone, which is common in

difeafes of this clafs ; efpecially when, as is the

cafe here, the brain is confiderably affeQed. I
mention this diforder ficft, not only from the
order in which it is technically clafled, but be-
caufe I with to excite the attention of your
readers to it more immediately, this being the
feafon of the year when it is apt to break out.
Another diforder of the fame clafs, and nearly
connected with the former, is the Synocha fearla-
tina, a fort of Scarlet-fever, which, like other
diforders of the kind, principally appears in the
face. This difeafe was fcarcely known in
Scotland till within thefe twelve ar fourteen

® Vid. the Genera Morborum. of Dr. Cullen, p. 70. ‘It is
unneceflary to make references as to every particular diforder
mentioned in the courfe of this Paper; the learned reader will
cafily perceive, that, except in one inftance (the Noflalgia ), I have
implicitly adopted the arrangement of that celebrated author.

Vou. III. O  years,
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years, being of the endemial fort, with which
only certain very large towns, like Paris and
London, were fuppofed to be vifited. Like
other fevers of this tribe, it-is fubje to the Re~
miffiones Matutine, and the Acceffiones Vefpertine,
or, in common language, is hardly perceptible
in the morning, but very obfervable in the
evening; or fometimes it intermits for feveral

days at a time, though it generally leaves a
- great degree of IZerus or yellownefson the fkin.
It is almoft entiiely a female difeafe, and has
this peculiar circumftance ‘attending it, which
we may perhaps afcribe to the difference of
climate, that in France, where it has long pre-~
wvailed, it chiefly affe@ts adults and married wo-
men, but in Britain, efpecially in Scotland, it is
more frequent among the young and the un-
married.

On the other hand, there is a fpecies of the
Phrenitis, to which matrons and women ad-
vanced to the middle ftage of life are more liable
than thofe of a more tender age; but as.itis
of a highly contagious kind, thofe young per-
fons who have frequent communication with
them, are very liable.to be infeCted with it. Its
fymptoms are exatly what medical writers im-
pute to this genus of the Phlegmafie, « Rubor
¢ facieiy lucis intolerantia, et pervigilium:” A
rednefs of face, a hatred of the light (that is,

3 of
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of the light of the fun), and a wakefulnefs (or
very late fitting up).

Under the clafs Neurofes, or nervous, there is
a great variety of diforders to which people of
the higheft ranks are liable (to whom I beg
leave to repeat, that my pralice is entirely con-
fined), which the Medico-magnetifm entirely
eradicates. The Hypocondriafis, or Spleen,
which is a fort of generic name for a great va-
riety of thofe diforders, it perfetly removes.

‘1 have known feveral pretenders to fcience pre-

fcrite, as a cure for this diforder, fomething
which was evidently borrowed from our method
of performing the magnetic operation; their
patients fat round a bowl inftead of a baquet,
and were touched with glafs inftead of fteel,
But befides that this was only to be pradtifed
with male patients, it is in fat a mere palliative,
not a radical remedy, and after frequent ufe is
extremely apt to bring on a Hydrophobia.

Under this clafs may be properly enumerated
the varieties of the order Spafmi, or irregular
motions to which people of fathion are peculiar-
ly liable. Young Ladies are frequently attacked
with this diforder, particularly in public places
and crowded rooms, or at the near approach of
the young, the fafhionable, the rich, or the
noble of the other fex. This fpecies of the

Chorea, which I have had occafion to remar
- O 2 in



in fuch circumftances, is perfe&tly cured by
- that art which I have the honour to profefs ; it
arifes, indeed, from a fuperabundant degree of
animal magnetifm, and is not more remarkable
in the female fex, than is the negative ftate of
thofe perfons of the other by whofe approxima-
tion it is caufed, who generally exhibit. every
mark of laflitude, indifference, and inanition,
or, as fome modern phyficians write that term,
inanity. A clofer connection, however, be-
tween thefe two fets of patients, as may cafily be
accounted for from natural caufes, commonly
reftores the equilibrium ; or fometimes the mag-
netical proportions arc reverfed ; the female be-
comes the negative or the mdlﬂ'erent, the male
the pofitive or irritable fubject. . . .., ..
_ Under this clafs of the nervous, and of the
order_to which phyficians give the appellation
Vefanig, may be mentipped the variaus kinds
of Melaucholia to which the higher ranks of life
‘have besp lately fubjec, particulacly gmong the
.men. \ ‘The Melancholia religiofa is now, feargely
knowp, gr.at leatt is nathing different from the
Melancholia vulgatis, to which my, prefcriptions
.dq not apply., .But there are other, fpecies. .ngyw
very, fn':(p.;,engg whpch were formcrly litgle kpqvm,
though they ad always a place.in. the Lifts
Nofology ; ‘fuch is_the Mlanqboba erraéagda,
xhc wandering melapcholy ; the Mdambalm Jai-

tans,




N°g9. THE LOUNGER. 291

tans, the dancing melancholy; and that variety
known by the name of Melancholia hippantropica,
or horfe-jockey phrenzy ; the firft is commonly
caught abroad, the laft more frequently at home.
Under this genus, though I know it is dif=
ferently claffed by feveral eminent medical
writers, I would enumerate the Noyfalgia, or
“that longing defire for particular places, which
affe@s the mind and the health of the patient,
In French this is called the Maladre de pays;
‘but the fpecies moft common in my experience
is the Maladie de la wville, to which country
Ladies in particular are extremely liable. It has
this material difference from the other, that
the Maladu de pays is cured- by allowing the
patients to vifit their natal foil. Now, though
that may fucceed with natives of coyntries fuch
-as Switzerland or our-Highlands, who are af-
flited with what phyficians term the Nofalgia -
Jfimplez, and whofe complaint a fingle vifit to the
Jand of their nativity generally removes; yet,
with the difeafe in queftion, the Maladie de la
ville, one, or even two or three vifits to towm,
rather increafe than abate the diforder, and ab.
fence is found to be 2 much better remedy. My
magnetifm, however, effeQually relieves it.
‘There is another fpecies of the Noflalgia, which
we may call the Nufalgia politica, or political
Jove of our country, which my art alfo entirely
3 removes,
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removes, though I muft candidly ewn, that this
diforder is frequently cured by other metals be-
fides the magnet. Of this political diftemper
there are fome fpecies that rather come under
the genus of the Tympanites; of which the fymp-
toms are given by nofological writers, ¢ Partis
% morbida tumefcentia foriora, cum reje&ione
¢ aeris frequenti, et czterarum partium debie
¢ litate maxima' (a dilorder puffed up and
windy, with 2 great weaknefs of parts). It
uled to be felt in this country only in that par-
ticular flighter fort, now little known, which
phyficians term the Tympanites Stewartii, but

of late it has raged with great vxolence in every<

fpecies and degree.

Since I am mentioning Switzerland, I may
take noticg of another diforder, or rather ex-
ternal deformity, which ufed to be reckoned pe-
culiar to the inhabitants of the Alps, the Barba
Helvetica, or Gouetre ; but of late this unnatural
protuberance has made amazing progrefs among’
the female world in Great Britain; and within
“thefe few weeks begins to appear alfo under the
chins of the male.

As I muft have already trefpaffed on your
patience, I forbear to enumerate a variety of
‘diforders under the clafs of the Locades, or local
affe@ions to which the fafhionable world is fub -
j&, and which [ engage perfeQlly to cufe by

my
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_my medico-magnetical procefs. Such are many .
of the Dyfofthefie, or dcpravation of the fenfes ;
for example, the Dyf pxa proximorung, and the
Pfeudoblepﬁ: mutans, in which difeales perfons
quite near, and formerly well known, are
neither feen nor remembered. With this laft
diforder, I have feen fome female patients fo
much affe&ted, as notto know their huibands from
other men ; while, among the other fex, 1 bave
feen hu(bands who took half a dozen other
women for their wives.

Among the difeafes of the ear, one of the mofE
prevalent is the Paracufis imaginaria, to which
both fexes are equally liable ; and another variety
of the fame tribe, more frequent among female
patients, called the Sufurrys criticus, or Scandal
buzz.

Of the genus Parapbonice, or diforders of the
voice, we have frequent occafion to obferve the
Paraphonia puberum, with which fo many of our
boys are affeted ; and the Paraphonia clangens
or refonans, which is fo common a diforder
among our young ladies. .

All the above-mentioned difeafes, and many
others which I have not room to enumerate, I

_undertake entirely and effeGtually to remove by
magnetifm alone, without the intervention of
any other external application, or the exhibi-
tion of any medicine whatfoever, 1 truft, Sir,

04 the
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the dignity of your Paper is too well known,
and I am confcious that my own intentions are
too pure, to give room for fuppofing that any
thing elfe than the love of fcience, and a regard
for our fellow-créatures, could induce either of
us to communicate to the public, that I poffefs
and mean to ufe this art for the benefit of people
of rank and fathion in this metropolis. Such
will be informed of the particulars of my plan,
by inquiring for Dr. F. at Dunn’s Hotel, St.
Andrew’s ftreet, left-hand fide of the way. -

I have the honour to be, &c.
L. F.
‘ , Member of many Academies,
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N® 100. SATURDAY, December 30, 1786,

MONG the cautions which prudence and
worldly wifdom inculcate on the young,
or at leaft among thofe fober truths which ex-
perience often pretends to have acquired, is
that danger which is faid to refult from the
purfuit of letters and of fcience, in men deftined:
for the labours of bufinefs, for the a&ive exer-
tions of profeffional life. The abftraQion of
fearning, the fpeculations of fcience, and the
vifionary excurfions of fancy, are fatal, it is
faid, to the fteady purfuit of common objects,
. to the habits of plodding induftry which' ordi-
nary bufinefs demands.. The finenefs of mind,
which is created: or increafed by the ftudy of
letters, or the admiration of the arts, is-fup.
pofed to incapacitate 2 man for the drudgery by
which profeflional eminence is gained; as a
nicely-tempered edge applied to a coarfe and
rugged material, is unable to: perform what a.
more common inftrument would have fuccefl~.
fully atchieved. * A young man deftined for law
or commerce is advifed to look only into his.
folio of precedents, or his method of book-keep-
ing ; and Dulnefs is pointed to his hamage,. asx
O3 that
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that benevolent goddefs, under whole prote&iomn
the honours of ftation and the blefings of
opulence are to be attained ; while Learning
and Genius are profcribed, as leading their
votaries to barren indigence and merited negle&t.
In doubting the truth of thefe affertions, I think
I fhall not entertain any hurtful degree of
fcepticifm, becaufe the general current of opinion
feems of late years to have fet too ftrongly in the
contrary direGion ; and one may endeavour to
prop the failing caufe of literature, without
‘being accufed of blameable or dangerous par-
tiality. ,
In the examples which memory and expes
rience produce, of idlenefs; of diffipation, and
of poverty, brought on by an indulgence of li-
terary or poetical enthufiafm, the evidence muft
neceflarily be on one fide of the queftion only.
Of the few whom learning or genius have led
altray, the ill-fuccefs or the ruin is marked by
the celebrity of the fufferer. Of the many who
have been as dull as they were profligate, and
as ignorant as they were poor, the fate is un-

_ known, from the infignificance of thofe by whom

it was endured. If we may reafon 4 priori on
the matter, the chances, I think, fhould be on
the fide of literature, - -
In young minds of amy vivacity, there is a
natural averfion to the drudgery of bufinefs,
which
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which is feldom overcome, till the effervefcence
of youth is allayed by the progrefs of time and
habit, or till that very warmth is enlifted on
the fide of their profeffion, by the opening pro-
fpets of ambition or emolument. From this
tyranny, as youth conceives it, of attention and
of labour, relief is commonly fought from fome
favourite avocation or amufement, for which a
young man either finds or fteals a portion of
his time, either patiently plods through his tafk,
in expeQation of its approach, or anticipates its
arrival, by deferting his work before the legal
period for amufement is arrived. It may fairly
be queftioned, whether the moft innocent of
thofe amufements is either fo honourable or fo
fafe, as the avocations of learning or of fcience.
Of minds uninfarmed and grofs, whom youth-
ful fpirits agitate, but fancy and feeling have
no power to impel, the amufements will’gene~ .
rally be either boifterous or effeminate, will
either diffipate their attention or weaken their
force. 'The employment of a young man’s
vacant hours is often too little attended to by
thofe rigid mafters who exaét the moft ferupu-
lous obfervance of the periods deftined for bufi-
nefs. The wafte of time is undoubtedly a very
calcdlable lofs ; but the wafte or the deprava-
tion of mind is a lofs of a much higher denamina-
tion. The votary of ftudy, or the enthufiaft of

06 fancy,
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fancy, may incur the firft; but the latter will
be fuffered chiefly by him whom ignorance, or
want of imagination, has left to the grofinefs
of mere fenfual enjoyments. ’

In this, as in other refpeQs, the love of let~
ters is friendly to fober manners and virtuous
condu&, which in every profeffion is the road
to fuccefs and to refpe®. Without adopting
the common-place refle@ions againft fome par-
ticular departments, it muft be allowed, that
in mere men of bufinefs, there is a certain pro-
feflional rule of right, which is not always
honourable, and though meant to be felfith,
very feldlom profits. A fuperior education
generally correéls this, by opening the mind te
different motives of adtion, to the feelings of
delicacy, the fenfe of honour, and a contempt
of wealth, when earned by a defertion of thofu
principles.

.'The moral beauty of thofe difpofitions may
perhaps rather provoke the fmile, than excite
the imitation, of mere men of bufinefs and the
world. But I will venture to tell them, that,
even on their own principles, they are miftaken.

~ The qualities which they fometimes prefer as
more calculated for pufhing 2 young man’s way-
in life, feldom attain the end, in contemplation
of which they are not fo nice about the means.
‘This is ftrongly exemplificd by the ill fuccefs of
many,
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many, who, from their earlieft youth, had ac-
-quired the higheft reputation for fhazpnefs and-
cunning.  Thofe trickifh qualities look to fmal}
advantages unfairly won, rather than to great
- ones honourably attained. The dire&, the open,
and the candid, are the fureft road to fuccefs in
every department of life. It needs a certain
fuperior degree of ability to perceive and to
adopt this ; mean and uninformed minds feize
on corners, which they cultivate with narréw
views to very little advantage: enlarged and
well-informed minds embrace great and honour-
able objecls ; and if they fail of obtaining them,
are liable to none of thofe pangs which rankle
in the bofom of artifice defeated or of cunning
over-matched.

. To the improvement of our faculties as wel}
a8 of our principles, the love of letters appears
to be favourable. Letters require a certain for¢
of application; though of a kind ‘perhaps very
different from that .which bufines would re
commend. Granting that they are unprofit-
able in ‘themfelves, as that word is ufed in the
language of the world ; yet, as developing the
powers of thought and refletion, they may be an
amufement of fome ufe, as thofe fports of chil-
dren .in which Numbers are ufed, familiarife
them to the elements of arithmetic. They give
room for the exescife of that difccznment, that

. comparifon
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comparifon of objeds, that diftin&ion of -caufes, .
which is to increafe the fkill of the.phyfician, to
guide the fpeculations of the merchant, and to
prompt the arguments of the lawyer ; and though
{ome profeffions employ but very few faculties
of the mind, yet there is fcarce any branch of.
bufinefs in which a man who can think will not
excel him who can only labowr. We fhall ac-
cordingly find, in many departments where
learned information feemed of all qualities the
leaft neceffary, that thofe who poffeffed it in a
degree above their fellows, have found, from
that very circumftance, the road to eminence
and to wealth.

But I muft often repeat, that wealth does not
neceflarily create happinefs, nor confer dignity ;
a truth which it may be thought declamation to
infift on, but which the prefent time feems par-
ticularly to require being told. The influx of
foreign riches and of foreign luxury, which
this country has of late experienced, has almoft
levelled every diftinétian, but that of money,
among us. The creft of noble or illuftrious
anceftry has funk before the fudden accumula-
tion of wealth in vulgar hands ; but that were
little, had not the elegance of manners, had
not the dignity of deportment, had not the
pride of virtue, which ufed to charadterife fome
of our high-born names, given way to that tide

of
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of fortune which has lifted the low, the illiterate,
and the unfeeling, into ftations of which they
were unworthy. Learning and genius have not
always refifted the torrent; but I know no
bulwarks better calculated to refift it. The love
of letters is conne@ed with an independence and
delicacy of mind, which is a great prefervative
againft that fervile homage which abje& men
pay to fortune; and there is a certain claffical
pride, which, from the fociety of Socrates and
Plato, Cicero and Atticus, looks down with
an honeft difdain on the wealth-blown infe&s
of modern times, ncither enlightened by know-
ledge nor ennobled by virtue. The ¢ non
¢ omnis moriar”” of the Poet draws on futurity
for the deficiencies of the prefent; and even in
the prefent, thofe avenues of more refined plea~
fure, which. the cultivation of knowledge, of
fancy, and of feeling, opens to the mind, give
to the votary of Science a real fuperiority of
enjoyment in what he poflefies, and free him
from much of that envy and regret which lefs
cultivated fpirits feel from their wants,

In the pofleffion, indeed, of what he has at-
tained, in that reft and retirement from his la-
bours, with the hopes of which his fatigues were
lightened and his cares were foothed, the mere
man of bufinefs frequently undergoes fuffering,
inftead of finding enjoyment. To be bufy, as

. : one
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one ought, is an ealy art ; but to know how to
be idle, is a very fuperior accomplifhment.
This difficulty is much increafed with perfons,
to whom the habit of employment has made
fome a&ive exertion neceffary ; who cannot fleep
contented in the torpor of indolence, or amufe
themfelves with thofe lighter trifles in which
he, who inherited idlenefs as he did fortune,
from his anceftors, has been accuftomed to find
amufement. The miferies and mortifications
of the ¢ retired pleafures’” of men of bufinefs
bave been frequently matter of fpeculation to

the moralift and of ridicule to the wit. Bug °

he who has mixed general knowledge with pro-
feflional fkill, and literary amufement with pro-
feflional labour, will have fome ftock where
with to fupport him in idlenefs, fome fpring

for his mind when unbent from bufinefs, fome .

employment for thofe hours which retirement

or folitude has left vacant and unoccupied. In- .

dependence in the ufe of epe’s time is not the:

leaﬂ: valuable fpecies of freedom. , This liberty. .

the Man of Letters enjoys ; whale the ignorant-
and the illiterate often retire from the thraldom

of bufinefs, only to become the flaves. of lan~

guor, intemperance, or vice.
But the fituation in which the advantages of
that endowment of mind which. letters bcﬁow
are chiefly confpicuous, is old age, when a
mnan’s.
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man’s fociety is neceflarily circumfcribed, and
his powers of alive enjoyment are unavoidably
diminifhed. Unfit for the buftle of affairs and
the amufements of his youth, an old man, if he
has no fource of mental exertion or employ=-
ment, often fettles into the gloom of melan-
choly and peevithnefs, or petiifies his feelings
by habitual intoxication. From an old man
whofe gratifications were folcly derived from
thofe fenfual appetites which time has blunted,
or from thofe trivial amufements of which youth
only can fhare, age has cut off almoft every
fource of enjoyment. But to him who has
ftored his mind with the information, and can
ftill employ it in the amufement of letters, this
blank of life is admirably filled up. He a&s,
he thinks, and he feels with that lxterary world
whofe fociety he can at all times enjoy. There
is perhaps no ftate more capable of comfort to
ourfelves, or more attraltive of veneration from
others, than that which fuch an old age affords §
- it is then the twilight of the paflions, when they
are mitigated but not extinguithed, and {pread
their gentle influence over the evening of our
days, in alliance with reafon and in amxty with
virtue.
Nor perhaps, if falrly eﬁlmated are the little

polith and complacencies of focial life lefs ine.

creafed by the cultivation of letters, than the
: enjoyment
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enjoyment of folitary or retired leifure. To the
politenefs of form and the eafe of manner, bufi-
nefs is naturally unfavourable, becaufe bufinefs
looks to the ufe, not the decoration, of things.
But the man of bufinefs who has cultivated let-
ters, will commonly have foftened his feelings,
if he has not fmoothed his manner or polifhed his
addrefs, He may be awkward, but will feldom
be rude; may trefpafs in the ignorance of cere-
monial, but will not offend againft the fubftan~
tial rules of civility. In converfation, the
pedantry of profeffion unavoidably infinuates
itfelf among men of every calling. The lawyer,
the merchant, and the foldier (this laft perhaps,
from obvious enough caufes, the moft of the
three), naturally {lide into the accuftomed train
of thinking and the accuftomed ftyle of con-
verfation. The pedantry of the man of learn-
ing is generally the moft tolerable and the leaft
~ tirefome of any; and he who has mixed a cer-
tain portion of learning with his ordinary pro<
feflion, has generally correfled, in a confider-
able degree, the abftration of the one and the
coarfenefs of the other.

In the more important relations of fociety, in:
the clofer intercourfe of friend, of hufband,
and of father, that fuperior delicacy and refine:
ment of feeling which the cultivation of the
mind beftows, heighten affetion info fentiment,,

and
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and mingle with fuch connetions a dignity and
tendernefs which give its deareft value to our
exiftence.  In fortunate circumftances thofe
feelings enhance profperity ; but in the decline
of fortune, as in the decline of life, their influ-
ence and importance are chiefly felt, They
fmooth the harfhnefs of adverfity, and gn the
brow of misfortune print that languid fmile,

which their votaries would often not exchange

for the broadeft mirth of thofe unfeelingly pro-
fperous men, who poffefs good fortune, but have
not a heart for happinefs.

z
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N> 101, SATURDAY, Fanuary 6, 1787.
Forfan of hae olim meminifi juvabit, ViR,

Y lateft predeceflor has compared the open-

ing Paper of a periodical publication, to
the firft entry of a ftranger into a room full
of company.-- I think' I may borrow his idea,
and not unaptly liken the concluding Paper of
fuch a work to a perfon’s going out of fuch a
room. ‘The fame doubt whether he fhall go or
remain a little longer, the fame refle@ions on
what he may have faid in the opennefs of his
heart during his ftay in the company, the fame
folicitude about what people will think of him
when he is gone, attend the periodical author
and the gueft. And though the eafe of modern
manners has relieved us in a great meafure from
the ceremonial of fuch a fituation ; yet ftill an
author, like a perfon of confequence, cannot
with propriety take what is called a French
leave of his company, but muft formally an-
nounce his departure as an event in which the
perfons he is about to quit are confiderably in-
terefted.

M

The
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The author of a periodical performance hasg
indeed a claim to the attention and regard of
his readers, more interefting than that of any
other writer. Other writers fubmit their fenti-
ments to their readers, with the referve and cir-
cumfpe&ion of him who has had time to pre-
pare for a public appearance. He who has fol~
lowed Horace’s rule, of keeping his book nine
years in his ftudy, muft have withdrawn many
an idea which in the warmth of compofition he
had conceived, and altered many an expreffion
which in the hurry of writing he had fet down.
But the periodical Effayift commits to his readers
the feelings of the day, in the language which
thofe feelings have prompted. As he has de-
livered himfelf with the freedom of intimacy
and the cordiality of friendthip, he will naturally
look for the indulgence which thofe relations
mhay claim ; and when he bids his readers adieu,
will hope, as well as feel, the regrets of an ac-
quamtancc and the tendernefs of a friend.

Thcre is fomewhat of this regret, and fome-
what of zhls tendernefs, in the laft farewell we
gake of any thing. That place muft have been
very ,umpleafant, that companion very difagree-
able indeed, whom, after a long fojourn or fo-
ciety, , ws can leave without fome degree of
melancholy in thinking that we fhall fee them

xo more. Even that abode, or that fociety, with

vghicli
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which we have been for months or years dif~
gufted and diftrefled, long habit and acquaint-
ance fo ally to our minds, that we often wonder
why we are fo little rejoiced at the arrival of
a period for which we have frequently wifhed 5
that our parting fhould rather be fad than gay,
and bring us, amidft the refletions of relief, an
involuntary feeling of regret.

But as the Lounger flatters himfelf that he has
not been altogether an unentertaining, or at leaft
not a difagreeable companion to his readers, he
may hope for a parting on more favourable

" terms: that on the morning of next Saturday,
they will mifs his company at the accuftomed
time, as fomething which ufed to be expected
with pleafure ; and think of the papers which
on that day of fo many paft weeks they have
read, as the correfpondence of one who withed
their happinefs and contributed to their amufes
ment. -

If he may judge from what himfelf has ex-
perienced in fimilar circumftances, they will be
apt to indulge a perfonification of the author of’
thefe fheets, and give him ¢ a local habita-
& tion and a nmame,” according to the ideas
they may have formed in the courfe of his per--
formance. When fuch a writer has withdrawn
himfelf from that fort of authority which he
claimed for his opinions, that fort of credit

' which
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which he afflumed for his fituation, we are na-
turally inclined to examine the reality of each;
as at the death of an acquaintance, we talk with
more precifion and affurance than formerly, of
his age, his chara@er, and his circumftances,
To afcertain, .as well as to fatisfy any fuch in=
quiry, the Authors of the Lounger will fairly
unfold themfelves ; not individually, for that
were to aflume an importance to which they are
not intitled ; but they have an aggregate name,
by which, like corporations, they can be known
and impleaded : they are the fame Society
which, fome years ago, publithed in this coun-
try their periodical Eflays under the title of the
Mirror, ‘

In making this declaration, they incur as
much danger, perhaps, as they aflume diftinc- -
tion. He who bhas fome merit of anceftry to
fupport, draws the attention more clofely upon
his own. During the courfe of this publica-
tion,. they have fometimes been amufed with the
difcovery of its inferiority to its predeceflor; and
have heard, with a mixture of mortification and
of pride, fome people exprefs their regret, that
the Authors of the Mirror did not write in the
Lounger, and refcue it from the lefs able hands
into which it had fallen. It may ftill indeed be
faid, that an author is often ¢ fibi impar ;> that
a fecond work is feldom equal in merit to the

: firft,
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firt. But they may be allowed to indulge
themfelves in the belief, that great part of the
criticifm arofe from a natural enough propen~
fity to undervalue what has not yet been_ fanc-
tioned by the general opinion; from that dif-
* pofition, common in every thing, not to be fatif-
fied merely with what is good, but with what
is called good. Be this, however, as it may,
the Authors of the two Works found them-
felves fomewhat flattered by the remark; as a
mother can but flightly refent the criticifm of
her daughter’s beauty, when it only difcovers
that fhe herfelf was handfomer fome twenty
years ago.

When thus, like Profpero, they ¢ break their
¢ ftaff,” and lay afide the airy power they had
affumed, they feel, like him, the lofs of that
fociety which the Lounger had raifed around
them. The vifionary charalters with which he
had peopled their acquaintance, they cannot
help regretting as departed friends; and it is -
not without a figh that they difmifs Peter from
his fervice. But they owe that fort of difclo-
fure of themfelves which this Paper has made
to fincerity ; and there is fomething more folemn
in their obligation to this avowal now, becaufe
it is the laft time they will have an opportunity
of making it. Particular circumftances induce
them to declare, that they will not again ap-

pear
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pear -before the Public, as petiodical Effayifts,
in any thape or under any name. If any future -
‘Work of that kind fhall happen to come out,
they will have no claim to its merits, nor refpon-
fibility for its defets.

* It only remains for them to do juftice to thofe.
correfpondents to whofe afliftance they have
been indebted during the courfe of their Work:;

“To Correfpondents they owe the following

Papers: N° 7; the letter fubfcribed Mory

, Careful, in N° 8; Neo 11, 16. 19. 24.; the

Yetters from Theatricus, in N> 25.; from Phils-"
mufos, in N° 42.; from Fohn Trueman, in Né
44.; the letters figned Almeria, in Ne 46
Feffamina, in N° §3. and Hannab ”/aztfart, in
N° 55.; Nos 59 60. 63 70. 79. and the
Poem in N° 8s. , .
Of their readers, as well as thelr correfpond-
ents; they cannot take leave without a very fen-
fible and lively regret. While they di@ate this
concluding paragraph, it is with a melancholy
feeling they reflect, that it deprlves them of an
opportunity of cultivating that correfpondence,
and of committing to thofe readers the fenti-
ments of their hearts ; that it drops the curtain
on their mimic ftate, and furrenders them to
the lefs interefting occupations of ordinary life,
Yet twice to have made a not unfuccefsful ex-
Vor, 111 P curfion,
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curfion into this region of fancy and of literary-.
dominion, is to have atchieved fomething which
falls but to the lot of few. They can antici-"
pate, with a venial degree of felf-applaufe, the

. talk of their age, recalling the period of their
publications with an old man’s fondnefs, an au-
thor’s vanity, and a Scotfman’s pride; happy if
any one of their number, who fhall then be
pointed out as a writer in the Mirrer or the
Lounger, need not blufh to avow them as works
that endeavoured to lift amufement on the fide
of tafte, and to win the manners to decency and
to goodnefs,
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