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TROUBLES :1n SCOTLAND,
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Anno 1642

N the beginning of March 1642, proclamation was made
at the crofs of New Aberdeen, charging all burgelles,
merchants, and traders, to anfwer and obey Sir William
Dick of the cufloms, or to his fadtors, under all higheft
pains, whilk at laft he obtained by paying to the earl Ma-
rifchal of about sooo pounds fterling at Whitfunday next.
About or upon the fecond of March, the laird of Cluny,
with his lady, rode from their dwelling in Old Aberdeen
very quietly, fearing caption, towards Berwick. His trunks
followed him, and he removed from Berwick to Durham,
there to remain while fome courfe was taken with his af=
fairs; but his lady died there.

Great preparations both in England and Scotland again{t
the Irifh rebels; there came money to levy 10,000 Scotf-
men out of England to go on againft Ireland, and fundry
nioblemen began to raife regiments ; the lord Sinclair’s re-
giment, Monro and his regiment, with fome others, about
5000 foldiers, went over to Carrickfergus fafely ; but in
the mean time his wife died in Edinburgh.

Saturday the r2th of March, the lady Aboyne departed
this life, and was quietly buried. A virtuous worthy chafte
lady 5 fhe left an only daughter to John lord Aboyne her
umquhile hufband. Her father’s brother fucceeded to the
lordfhip, with the burden of 12000 merks to the faid daugh-
ter.

Great preparations both by fea and land made by the
kings of Spain and France, each againft other; and it was
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2 HISTORY OF THE

reported that the king of France was gone with his army to
Catalonia. 3

Thur(day the 15th of March was the laird of Haddo’s
day of law, for the alledged flaughter of Mr. James Stalker
at Turriff, as ye have heard before. Itis faid, after the faid
Stalker had rendered his arms, he was moft cruelly fhot
dead by one called Gordon, fon to Terperfie, at the laird
of Haddo’s command, becaufe he was thelord Frafer’s fer-
vant, as this Stalker himfelf confefled ; but before his death
he made a teftament, by Mr. Thomas Mitchell parfon at
Turriff, wherein he declared how and by whom he was
flain, whilk teftament was produced before the juftices
however Haddo, upon’'caution that he fhould, under great
fums of money, compear again before the juftice the 14th of
June, wan home, the lord Frafer, the lairds of Lefly, Crai-
gievar, and all their friends, being his great enemies.

About this time captain Robert Keith and Captain Gor-
don fhipped their foldicrs at Footdee, and upon the 5th of
March took up fail and go to France, landing fafely.

There went fundry petitions from the parliament to the
king, and diverfe meflages from him to them, Iyingat New-
market, but took little effe@®. Thereafter his majefty
came to York ; the parliament fent to the marquis of Hart-
ford, who had the young prince Charles in his keeping, to
bring him to them, who brought him to the king his own
father ;. whereat they were ofiended. They alledged that
they wanted to bring up the king’s fon in virtuous educa-
tion, for the whilk they fent for him. The king anfwered,
he was his fon, of whom it was meeteft he thould have the
care of his upbringing. His majefty fent immediately alfo
for his fecond fon the duke of York, and moft wifely kept
them both with himfelf. 3

Upon Thurfday the laft of March, there came fome lim-
mars to Mr. William Chalmers, minifter at Skene his houle,
and robbed and {poiled both monies and othker goods, and
went their way without reparation, being within 6 miles of
Aberdeen.

'T'he papifts of England, jefuits, and priefts are fharp-
Iy {ougkt, and the like fuggeftion herein Scotland, againft
our Scots papifts ; fome in England were executed, and o-
ther fome imprifoned, but opr papifts were all fled.

Upon
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Upon the 6th of April a committee was holden at St.
Johnfton, where there was little done, but adjouraed to be-
holden at Elgin the third of May, as ye may fee hereafter.

Ye heard before how Dr. Sandilands, commiflary,
wanted his clerkthip of the general affembly, and Mr.
Archibald Johnfton had gotten the fame. In recompence
of this he had gotten fome fatisfacion, and befides for fuch
bygone penfions as ‘were refting him by the deprived bi-
fhops before their depofitions, he by moyan got 3500 merks
ordained to be paid to him out of the bithoprick of Aber-
deen for the Martinmafs term 1641 and Whitfunday term
1642, to be uplifted out of the feu duty allenarly.

Wednefday the 6th of April Dr. Guild began to preach
within the college kirk a weekly fermon, to be taught that
day to the old town people, ftudents, mafters and members
of the college ; he caufed take down the organ cafe, which
was of fine wainfcot, and had ftood within the kirk fince the
reformation. This order feemed ftrange, to preach out of
Machar kirk, as was fometimes ufed before, and bring
down the people, man, wife, and maids, to the college
kirk, among young fcholars and ftndents; and he being a
principal to teach in Englifh, where by the foundation he is
bound to preach and give out his leffons in Greek, Hebrew,
and Latin, except exercife and pretbytery days that he
fhould ufe the vulgar tongue. The reader of Machar kirk
was tied to this weekly fermon, to take up the pfalm; the
great bells of the college and Machar kirk bells rang three
times to ilk fermon for conveening an auditory, whilk was
never ufed before, and which decayed fhortly, to his dif=
grace, as he juftly deferved.

Upon the aforefaid 6th of April the drum went through
the town, ftriétly charging all manner of men not to bring
in any flethes, of whatfoever fort, to the market, while Sa-
turday the laft of April, under confifcation of their flefhes,
whereupon none could be got in Aberdecn. This was
done to take away the memory of Pafch day, whilk this
year fell upon the roth of April, by which no flethes could
be gotten to buy nor to eat, as the old ufe was forilk man
to make good chear on this day, according to his power, but
is now holden by their laws to be fuper{litious, and the Len~
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4 HISTORY OF THE

tron centinued to the laft of April, according to an ordi-
nance of a committee holden at Edinburgh, and for keep-
ing of fore to the fore, whilk in' many years bygone was
well enough kept for Pafch day. No fermon on Good
Triday nor yet that day, as the old form was, fuch was this
fudden alteraticn. .

Palch day the 1oth of April, no flefh durft be fold in
“Aberdeen, for making of good chear, as was wont to be,
foilk honeft man did the beft he could for himfelf. A
matter never before heard of in this land, that Pafch day
fhould be included within L&ntron time, becaufe it was
now holden fuperflitious, nor no communion given'on
Good Friday, as was before. Marvellous in Aberdeen,
to fee no market of fowl or flefh to be fold on Pafch even !

About a day or two before Pafch there came to Aber-
deen, an Italian monfter of a man, about 24 years of age,
having a birth growing from his breaft upward, face to

face as it were, a creature having head and long hair of the |

¢olour of a man’s, the head ftill drooping backwards and
downwards ; he had eyes but not open ; he had ears, two
arms, two hands, three fingers on each hand, a body, a
leg, and foot with fix toes, the other leg within the fleth
inclining to the left fide. It had fome figns of-virility,
it had a kind of life and feeling, but void of all other
{enfes, fed with man’s nourifhment, and evacuated the
fame way as his. This great work of God was admired
of by many in Aberdeen, and through the countrics
where he travelled, yet fuch was the goodnefs of God,
that he could go and walk where he pleafed, carrying
this birth without any pain, yea or unefpied when his
cloaths were on; when he came to town he had two fer-
vants waiting on him, who with himfelf were well clad.
His portraiture was drawn and hung up at his lodging to
the view of the people, the one fervant had a trumpet which
founded at fuch time asthe people fhould come and fee
this monfter, who flocked abundantly to his lodging. The
uther fervant received the money frae ilk perfon for his
fight, fome lefs, fome more ; and after there was fo much
colleted as could be gotten, he with his {ervants fhortly
feft the town, and went South again. o
. he
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"The king ftill remaining at York might not be moved to
come to the parliament at Weftminfter, for plain fear of -
his life, as [is own meflages bears, whereupon they go on,
they meddle with the Cinque Ports, in put and out put go-
vernors at their pleafure, due only to his majefty before;
next they meddle with his royal thips, difcharge fir John
Pennington, vice admiral, an old fervant to the king,
and in put the earl of Warwick imhis place; they remove
the French captain called colonel Biron frae the Tower of
London, and put another in his place; they petition the:
king for governing of the militia, whilk is the armies of the
country, and belonging to the care of the parliament as his
great council ; he fimpliciter denied to grant this uato-
them, becaufe it belonged only to himfelf to be king and
captain of the militia, whilk they no wife would condefcend
unto, fearing, if he were captain of the militia in thir dan-
gerous days, he might prove an enemy to the parliament.
Thir pitiful news of this divifions and difcontents came
daily to Aberdeen.

Sunday the 17th of April Mr. William Strachan gave
the communion in Old Aberdeen for the firit day, where
Dr. Forbes of Corfe got his communion, who had not as.
yet {worn or-fubfcribed the covenant.

His majefty hearing of the great oppreflions his fub-.
je&ts fuffered in Ireland, refolved to go thither in perfon
for ordéring of thefe rebellions, and fure it was plainly
fpoken that thir rebellions never bred in the mind of Sir
Philem O’neil, not yet the Irith allenarly, but alfo was
plotted by the whole papifts of note in Scotland, England,
and Ireland, Germany, France, Spain, and elfewhere ; like~
as fundry times there came out of Weft Flanders ammuni-
tion, powder, ball, and other arms neccflary, but {till was
intercepted and taken by the way by the Hollanders, who
were combined with the parliament of England (as may ap-
pear) in all this bufinefs. The Englith parliament hearing
of the king’s intention towards Ireland, were altogether
fet againft the fame. ;

Now daily more and more forces preparing for Ireland.
It was faid the marquis of Argyle had purchafed a patent
frac the king and Englifh parliament, to leyy foldicrs for Ire-

I& 3 hn.d)
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land, to g0 in with fire and fword, and what he conqueft
fhould be his own, holden of his majefty. It was report-
ed, that there were 10,000 chalders of victual to be tranf-
ported out of Scotland to Ireland, for the maintenance of
foldiers ; and Argyle had agreed with Mr. Robert Far-
quhar for 1000 bolls of victual, to be carried out of this
north country to Carrickfergus, for the whilk he fhould
have ten pound forilk boll that was landed fafely on fhore 3,
he coft meikle vi¢tual in this country to fulfil his bargain
with Argyle, and raifed the victual to high prices upen the
country people for his particular gain; but howfoever this
bargain was made, the marquis of Argyle had no fuch pa-,
tent, neither went he on in fuch fervice.

‘Word came here to Aberdeen, that about the 20th of
April Sir Thomas Dorrell and Sir Thomas Hales, two of
the king’s domeftic fervants, had intercepted a letter writ-
ten by the parliament of England to Sir Jehn Hotham go-
vernor of Hull, bearing an exprefs command or charge, in
cafle his majefty came to Hull, and craved entrance to the
town, to hold him out at the ports, and not to fuffer his ma-
jefty to come in. This letter was brought to the king, as
is faid, whereat he marvelled, and alfo was highly offended 5
however, 4or further trial, and his better affurance, he di-
re€ted the famen letter to the forefaid governor of Hill,
and immediately after that his majefty lap on with about
400 horfe, having alfo in his company Charles theyoung
prince and James duke of York, -his two fons; count
Palatine, the duke of Lenox, and fome other noblemen,
and came riding directly to the burgh of Hull, but when he
came there, the haill ports were clofely fhut; the king de-
fired the governor to give him entry to his own town,,
which he plainly refufed, whereat his majefty was highly
oftended. The king went further on, and craved but en-
try for himfelf, his two fons, the duke of Lenox, and o-
thers, not exceeding the number of 20 perfons, but this was
refufed alfo, albeit taere were 200 foldiers lying in garri-
fon- within the town. The king feeing this, caufes pro=
claim this governor a traitor, and returns back melancholy
to the town of York, frac which place he writes and fends
a meflage to the parliament againft Sir John Hotham go-.
verpor of riull.

The
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The parliament gave no juft fatisfaétion to the king’s
moI‘t juft decrees, but rather not only approves of fir John
. Hotham’s doings to be good, but alfo finds fault that he
was proclalmed traitor ; that the king’s fervants, for in-
tercepting the parliament’s letter, fhould be {ent up. The
king thus difappointed of his expeftation, takes it heavy,
and 2s is faid he declared by another paper, he liked no ci-
vil wars, but if wars came, let God be judge. Thistown
“is one of the principal ftrengths of all England, wherein the
king’s magazine {lill lay. The parliamentarians at their
own hand without the King’s advice takes in the tcwn, and
meddles with the king’s magazine and militia, fets in a gar-
rifon of foldiers to defend the fame, and places the faid fir
John Hotham governor, who rebellioufly ftood out againft
the king as ye have heard, neither couid his majefty get
reparation, do his beft. ~Yet the Lord in his own time re-
venged his caufe, and made the parliamentarians themf{elves
to hang him up, and young fir John Hotham his fon both,
for faults committed againft the parliament, as was by
them alledged, as ye fhall hereafter hear.
Upon the third Tuefday and nincteenth day of Aprx]
" the provincial affembly fat down in the feflion-houfe of
New Abcrdeen. Mr. David Lindfay parfon of Belhelvie, .
is moderator till the next provindial aﬂ"embiy, where ilk
minifter had his ruling elder. Doétor Forbes of Corfe was
fent fqr, who compeared immediately before this affembly.
The moderator with the reft publicly regretted his lying
out from his calling, to the prejudice both of the kirk and
commonwealth, whereto he made his own anfwer; then
the brethrea fent of their number a committee to confer
privately with him, anent his not fubicribing of the cove-
nant, and to afk why he went not to Edinburgh for his fur-
ther refolution, as was communed at the laft affembly hol-
den at Aberdeen. After fome reafoning with this com-
mittee, he faid, if the provincial affembly thought fit, he
fhould go to Edinburgh, whilk they advifed him to do, to
fee if he could recover his own place, which was not yet
filled up.

At this affembly Mr. William Wedderburn minifter at
Bethelney was accufed of fornication; he confeffes and is
deprived, and ordained to make repentance.

Mr.



8 HISTORY OF THE

" Mr. Thomas Mitchel parfon of Turriff is accufed for
purfuing of Thomas Bell’s wife, to have lyen with her, i
Couper of Fife, as he is coming here frae Edinburgh ; and
fiklike in that famen man’s houle in Couper, offering to force
another woman; at the fame time he is delated by the
faid Thomas Bell himfelf, then dwelling in Drum, fuppofe
his wife was dwelling in Couper. The aflembly, athamed:
of this purpofe, direéts out a committee of the brethren to
confer privately with the faid Mr. Thomas Mitchel here=®
anent, who conftantly ftood to his denial. The affembly
therefore appointed the matter to be further tried in pre-
fence of 13 minifters and 8 ruling elders {pecially nominat-
ed, and for that effet to meet in New Aberdeen the firft
of June next. '~ There were diverfe other fufpicions among
them, but quietly fuppreft. Mr. Andrew Logie parfon of
Rayne was publickly accufed npon fome points of mifbe~
haviour, and ordained to bide trial before a committee of
- minifters and ruling elders. Sundry other things being
expede, this affembly upon Friday the 22d of April dif=
folved.

About this time there came word that our bithop of A-
berdeen, and the bifhop of Brechin, had gotten benefices
in England frae the king, and that Dr. Sibbald was a
preacher in Ireland.

It is faid the king of Denmark had raifed his cuftoms
quadruple to what was paid before, in contempt of the
Englifh and Scots covenanters ftanding againft their king,
his fifter’s fon ; and none fhould pafs by Elfinore without
payment, to the great wreck of thir countries, who cannot
well live without iron, lint, and fuch other commodities.

Now again is the town of Aberdeen difappointed by ex~
pe&tation of their cuftoms. Patrick Lefly agrees with the:
earl Marifchal ; he gets his haill money in a ftock, whilk
was better to the earl than to take it yearly ; and Patrick
Lefly gets a letter of tack over the town’s head, feeing their
cuftoms were promifed to them before by the earl.

The town’s people of Aberdeen are purfued before the:
provoft and baillies, for 18l 2s. as the price of ilk muf-
ket, and 4l. for ilk pike, according to ilk man’s feveral in-
tromiffion, albeit thir arms, with their own befides, were

plun~
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plundered frae them by the earl Marifchal and major Mon-
ro. This was done at the inftance of the marquis of
Huntly. The town is alfo {tented in a taxation of 7000
merks to pay three minifters their ftipends yearly, and theé
fuperplus to help to pay the annuals of 40,0001. whereof
the town, through the good caufe, was run in debt. This
bufinefs bred great murmuring in the town, and ilk man
was ftented and compelled to make payment proportionally.

Upon Sunday the 24th of April the communion was gi-
ven here in Aberdeen, where Doétor Forbes took it again
who had not fubfcribed the covenant, but ftill ftood out.

Ye heard of the incendiaries, viz. John bithop of Rofs,
Mr. Walter Balcanquall, the earl of Traquair, Sir Robert
Spotifwood prefident, and Sir John Hay, late clerk regifter.
The firft two were abfent out of the kingdom, the laft three
were prefent, and paft their trials, and Traquair, as was
thought, guilty in five points (fee the 34th aét of the 3d
ia‘rliament). In like manner the earl of Montrofe, the lord

Napier, Sir George Stirling of Keir, knight, and Sir Archi-
bald Stuart of Blackhall, were all continued to the next
parliament. (See the 33d aét of K. Charles’ fecond fef-
fion.)

Upeon the.28th of April Mr. Aléxander Colvil juftice
depute, came to Aberdeen, and from thence rode to Elgin
to hold a committee. . ?

About this time there came forth an imprinted Qure,
with an an{wer thereto, made by the fame author, as does
appear, and as fome fays by the Englith parliament, tend-
ing thus:

¢ Queritur, What fhall be done with a king that deferts
his parliament, that brings in foreign nations, and neglects
his militia, that turns the mouth of his cannon againft his
own fubjets

¢ Anfwer. This king tynes his government of the mi.
litia fimpliciter de jure.” 'This printed quere thus pro-
poned and folved, was thought firange by many, who faw
and read the {ame. Howf{oever it was, or whoever it was
that fet it out, yet itis moit certain the parliament would ne
wife grant to give the government of the militia to the
King, whilk truly and juftly belonged to his royal majefty;

fearing,
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fearing, if he had that power in his own hand, he might
command them perforce to yield, fubmit, and obey him,
which otherwife he could hardly get done; which proved
too true, as may be feen in this difcourfe.

"The king found himfelf highly wronged (on the other
part) by his own fubjeéts to withhold perforce the militia
trom him, whereof himfelf is captain, being rightcous king,
and a fpecial point of his prerogative royal, and he refolved
to have and hold the famen as his royal predeceflors were
in ufe to do before him, or dic by the gate. Thus he is
brought under fear of his life, or to be taken and imprifon-
ed by his fubjeéts, if he ftand out againft them; and on
the other fide the parliament ftands ftill in fear of his ma-
jefty, and alteration in religion, as was thought, albeit
they knew the contrary, having his overthrow rather
privately aimed at, than any fuch prepofterous fear of
1eligion, as hereafter clearly does appear, albeit this royal
king was endued by God Almighty with fuch rare gifts
of body and mind, as Great Britain had never his pa-
rallel to reign overit. For he was holy, godly, religious,
zealous in prayer, upright and juft, and a brave jufticiar,
merciful and bountiful, chafte, charitable, and liberal, no
ways covetous nor blood-thirfty, moderate and temperate
in his mouth, clean and pure in all his a¢tions; neverthelefs
this godly king, by his unnatural fubjeéts (for their ends)
brought to this point of extremity, that he was under fear
of his life or captivity, as is formerly faid, and had no cer-
tainty of reft in Scotland, or Ireland, with fafety ; all done
and ated by that clandeftine covenant, drawn up betwixt
the mal-contents, or rather malignants of Scotland and
England, and carried {o fecretly as his majefty heard never
of the fame, albeit the marquis of Hamilton and others of his
majefty’s counfellors knew it very well, and if in the begin-
ning it had been revealed to the king, his majefty might
have eafily punifhed the traitors, aud fuppreft the per-
fidious plot; butbefore the matter came to his ears, it was
palt help or cure, which I befeech the Almighty God,
fearcher of all hearts, to pacify, and to bring the King and
his fubjets under a folid and {ettled peace !

In the mean time the king begins to look about himfelf,
and try who were his friends, and who were his foes ar;ld

. the
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the parliament frengthening themfelves by all manner of
ways to get their will over the king.

Sunday the 1ft of May, a faft {folemnly kept through
all the Kkirks of Scotland, for thir caufes. 1. For the
fins of the land in general. 2nd, For the diftra&ions of
England and Scotland, 3d, The diftrations of England
itfelf. Dr. Guild preached in Old Aberdeen both before
and afternoon ; the people kept the church all day, and
while afternoon’s fermon was done. And as before was
ufed to ring three bells ilk fafting day to the afternoon’s
preaching; here was a new fafhion begun, and but one
bell rung to conveen fuch people to the aftcrnoon’s fer-
mons, as came not to the forenoon’s preaching, whilk form
was obferved on fafting days. :

Monday the 2d of May drums beating daily through
New Aberdeen, for foldiers to march for Ireland in the
earl of Lindfay’s regiment, under major Borthwick, upon
the king’s pay ; ilk common foldier to have eight thillings
ilk day, and the officers to get good payment of their dues.
There was 10,000 foldiers to be raifed out of Scotland for
this expedition, and 15,000 out of England upon their
charges. The Englith had order to march in upon the
fouthfide of Ireland, and the Scots upon the northfide of
the country. The Irifh conveened in great multitndes,
but were fcant of arms and ammunition, as was thought,
and fuch as they expefted coming out of Weft Flanders
for their fupply, was daily taken by the Hollanders, who
ftilllay in wait for them.

Ye heard before of major Monro; he arrived fafely at
Carrickfergus, and received his pay compleatly, and writes
to the Scots council for orders. There was few foldiers
in thir North parts to this Irith expedition, but raifed out
of the South, and {mall content among the officers of for~
tune, who had left their fortunes in other countries, and
come home, hoping for preferment and benefit by thir
troubles; but they were difappointed ; for ilk nobleman
would be crowner of his own company, fuppofe of {mall
fkill, who choofed thcir own captairis and other officers of
their own friends, whereby the good foldiers were debar-
red, and the regiments like to be mifguided. Dut general

Lefly
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Lefly hearing of this diforder, refolved and gave com-
mand, that ilk regiment fhould be ferved'with qualified of-
ﬁcere, and not by unfkilful foldxers, albeit many officers
of fortune had great murmuring, feeing upon general
Lefly’s letters they had left their fervices in Sweden, Den-
mark, Germany, France, Poland, and other foreign coun-
tries, and had come and ferved at Newcaftle in this fervice,
and difappointed of their pay by general Lefly himfelf;
fwa that frae the .crowner to the fingle foldier there was
want of payment, whilk made ilk man to do for himfelf;
fome weént back to foreign countries, others went to York,
and were well received by the king, and

country about, and others bade flill in Scotland, albeit thcy
had not yet gotten great content. The forefaid general
Léfly, the earl of Caffilis, the earl of Lindfay, and diverfe
others, were making great preparations for the fervice.

Upon Sunday the 8th of May, the communion was given
the third time here in Old Aberdeen. Dr. Forbes and Dr.
Lefly both took it at this time, albeit both outftanders and
not fubfcribers of the covenant.

About this time the chancellor of Scotland rode to York
to fpeak with his majefty. Some faid he was written for 3
he returns back again, and a council day followed.

The earl of Montrofe, the earl of Airly, and laird of
Keir, as was faid, rode to the king, but his majefty expref-
ly prohibited them to come nearer to him than within a poft,
becaufe by the 33d aét of his own parliament he is obliged
not to give prefence to incendiaries or plotters without ad-
vice of his parliament; yet it was thought they had con-
ference with fome of the king’s fervants, wherewith they
were content, and returned home again.

Upon the 11th day of May the bithop of Murray’s wife
having caufed tranfport out of Spynie her haill goods and
gear, infight and plenifhing, and fent it about by fea to the
place of Guthrie, heritably pertaining to her hufband, fhe
I fay, removes the faid day frae the faid place of Spynie,
and delivers the keys to the earl of Murray, conftable there-
of, having given John Innes of Leuchars, who had good
right to the faid conftabulary, two thoufand merks for his
good will thereof 5 however thc bithop’s wifc leaves Mur-

S
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ray, and convoyed by her two foas, Mr. John Guthrie,
parfon of Duffus, and Mr. Patrick Guthrie, came to Old
Aberdeen upon the 13th of May, and from that paft to-
wards Angus, her hufband remaining in Aberbrothock;’
who had never feen other finceherhufband was taken South,
as ye have before. . Thereafter the bifhop takes up houf:
in his own place of Guthrie, and there quietly remains.
After removing of the bithop’s wife from Spynie, the
earl of Murray pofleffed his fiftcr’s fon, the young laird of
Innes, therewith ; but it was faid the fame mght he en-
tered Spynie, the ftately houfe of Milton of Rofs, pertain-
ing to his fatger, was recklefsly burnt (except the tower)
with meikle 1%, 1 plenifhing ; a thing to be noted.
. Upon the fai% 1th of May, Mr. Alexander Colv'l juf-
tice depute, and ¥ Alexander Hamilton juftice clerk ge-
pute, held a jultic&, ourt at Elgin, by way of committee,
having conveened the marquis of Huntly, the lord Gor-
don, the earls of Murray and Findlater, and many barons.
Their errand was to agree with William M<Intofh, alias Wil-
liam M¢Lachlan, to raife 600 men to keep, frae Dunnotter
north to the fea-banks, the haill countries frae theft, rob-
bery, and oppreflion of the Clangregor, who were in com-
panies ufing all violence. There was promifed to him for
this fervice, gooolb. Scots to fave the country fkaithlefs
during the fpace of an year; he always having power to
raife the country for his defence, if need required ; like as
he fet divers barons cautioners to refund fic fkaith as
was donein the time forefaid to the country people. This
agreeance was made at Elgin, as was made before at 5t.
Johnfton with James Stuart, for faving the country frem
the fame Clangregors. Shortly William M<Lachlan and
his men go to the fields. *This commitree court continued
cight days at:Elgin, where William Couper in Glenrin=
nefs was aflized, convited and hanged for inceft and other
crimes. A new committee was appointed to be holden a-
gain at Elgin in the month of Aunguft next to come ;-and
{o they ditfolved. :
Upon Sunday the 15th of May, Mr. John Rae; one o
the regents of the college Marifchal, fitting at the morning
prayers in the Newtown kirk, fuddenly fell lunatick, and
Vol. IL B rifing
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rifing up cried loudly out, to the aftonithment of the haill
people 5 he was conveyed home and drawn blood of, and
fhortly after became fober. Some noted this fuddenty to
be the third vifitation of this college ; for firft the houfe
took fire, as ye have heard before; 2d, Mr. Robert Black-
hall, one of the regents thercof, turned papift, was ex-
communicated, and left the kingdom, as ye have alfo heard;
and 3d, This accident falling out in the perfon of another
regent; but the Lord fhortly reftored him to his wits again,
blefled be his holy name.

The 24th of May, the marquis of Huntly and the lord
Gordon his fon, came frae Strathboggie to Tilliefour, held
courts, made chamberlains, and took poffeflion of the lady
‘Wardhoufe her haill liferent lands in her name, and name
of the laird of Cluny her hufband, both being abfent in Dur-
ham in England, and fyne returned back again to Stratha
boggie.

Wednefday the 25th of May, a great council day was
held in Edinburgh, whilk with Leith was under watch.
There was prefented before this council his majefty’s letter,
fhowing how his Englith fubjects were encroaching upon
his royal prerogative, and therefore direted them and his
Scottifh fubjets to ftand to his defence, conform to their
oath of allegiance, and to affift him as neceflity required.
To this council there came frae the Englith parliament
commiflioners alfo, defiring them to remember their firtt
clandeftine covenant, made betwixt the prime malignants
of Scotland, forgers and beginners of our ccvenant, and
the puritans and malignants of England; and to ftand to
the famen. . The council is put to their wits end. Ttis
here to be noted, how this royal king firft and laft is abuf-
ed by his fubje&s of both kingdoms, by the draught of
this ungodly, unreafonable, clandeftine covenanut (whereof
his majefty had never gotten knowledge) for firft, as ap-
pears, it was devifed by our Scots, who began the perturba-
tion in the kirk of Edinburgh, raifes an army, goes into
England, and gets good payment and brotherly affift-
ance, as ye heard before. The king craves affiftance from
England, againft the Scots coming into their country ;
they would do nothing without they had a parliament,
whilk his majefty was forced to indict, whereby the

] Englifh
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Englith wan ‘their defires; then craftily commifiioners
were chofen between the king and the Scots, articles were
drawn up tending to our will, and difcontentment of the
king’s majefty, and done by fuch commiffioners as were -
our friends, albeit chofen by the king. Well; thir ar-
ticles of peace drawn up, both armies of Scotland and Eng-
land difbanded, a parliament holden in Scotland, the king
comes and grants all our defires, but gat no content him-
felf, as the a&s of parliament purport; he returns to the

- parliament of England, and finds they are daily encroach~
ing upon his royal prerogative. Wherefore he writes to
the Scots council, and craves their aid, council, and advice,
as becomes loyal fubjeéts to their liege lord. This is a
ftrange plot, devifed by two combined factions, to bear
down a great and godly monarch. Howfoever this clan-
deftine covenant was privately drawn up without the king’s
knowledge by the beginners of the covenant here in Scot~
land on the one part, and the Englith puritans on the other
part; yet there was many noblemen of both kingdoms that
were not on this courfe, nor privy to the fame, while about
this council day, this clandeftine band began to break out
and be divulged, whilk took fome ftamp in their ftomachs,
thinking they were not tied to this privy covenant, and
would rather follow the king nor the chief leaders of this
covenant, whilk indeed bred heart-burnings, and great and
many malecontents, and great appearance of diftractions and
divifions, both in Scotland and England, befides the great
rebellion in Ireland.

‘Who followed the king, favoured and bade fafter by him
in thir days of diftemper within Scotland 5 but he is*forced
to quit them, and thefe loyal fubjeéts are holden incendia-
ries and plotters ; fome taken and warded, others chafed
out of the kingdom, others accufed moft thamefully in pre- -
fence of committees, whilk the king could not gainftand,
fuppofe fore againft his will; his majefty’s moft fpecial
friends in England alfo holden by parliament evil counfel-
lors; the archbifhop of Canterbury, and 12 other bifhops:
taken and difgracefully warded. The great deputy of Ire-
land, the king’s mofk loyal and true fervant, and a thunder-
bolt againft our Scots covenant, moft cruelly beheaded, to

B2 his.
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his majcfty’s unfpeakable grief, and whilk he could not get
helped. So Scotland’s covenanters firft gat their haill
wills, ruled or mifruled all, England following their foot-
fieps goes onin the fame courfe; fo both in kirk and policy
they change and make laws and alterations, guide and go-
vern all, and make the king yield, fubfcribe, and confent
thereto, albeit {ore againft his will, or otherwife no peace
in Ifracl. His majefty’s rents in Scotland taken up per-
force, to maintain foldiers againft himfelf, wherewith he.
fweetly and nobly difpenfes, and likewife gives full power
to meddle with his rents, till other charges and deburfe-
ments (given up by the covenanters) was firft paid ; his
friends and followers in Scotland fpoilzied of their lands,
rents, dignities, and offices, in fome kind, and covenanters,
greatefl enemies to the king, preferred to their places, both
in council and feffion; though fore againft the will of this
royal king, who is fo bound up by aét of parliament not to
prefer them to any public office without confent of parlia-
ment, nor to fpeak or confer with them without their ad-

- vice, as'ye have inthe 33d at of K. Charles 2d parliament.
‘What other a¢ts and ordinances are there fet down in favour
of themielves, their counfellors and foldiers, may be: clearly
{een extended with confent of his majefty, to the fatisfac-
tion of their hearts and minds, againft the expectation of
many, and wonder of all the Chriftian world, and to the
great difgrace, fhame, and fkaith of all his majefty’s friends
and followers.

Thur{day the 26th of May the prefbytery of Aber-
deen changes their prefbytery day of meeting weekly frae
Thurfday to Tuefday. It was firft changed frae Friday
to Thurfday, and now frae Thurfday to Tuefday. Sic
changes now goes!. Dr. Scroggie compears before this
prefbytery, and produces under his own hand, his recan-
tation following. ¢ Whercfore, clearly difcerning my
former miftakings in oppofing the national covenant of this
kirk and kingdom, I do now pafs from all the reafons and
arguments {poken or given out by myfelf alone, or others,
either before or at the late aflembly, at Aberdecn, againft
our fubfcribing thereof, in as far as they militate againft the

covenant, cr utters any thing to the prejudice thereof.
¢ And
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« And particularly, I now declare the points where-
apon I was queftioned at my depofition, and did not clear-
ly give fatisfattion ; as follows :

¢ 1{t, I profefs that the humanity of Chrift ought not to
be painted for religious ufe, or to be had in public places
of worfhip.

¢« 2d, That the kirk of Rome is an heretical, apoftate,
and xdolatrous kirk, and not the true kirk.

« 3d,Inow declare clearly, that it is unlawful in a Chrif-
tian kirk to have or ufe altars, cappings, and bowing before
them, the priefts habit while he officiates, fuch as fur-
plices, rochets, and caps, the table {tanding altarways, and
prayers towards the eaft.

« 4th, Idoalfo, according to our covenant, renounce
the fervice book of canons, “ordination book, and high
eommiffion, even as they are condemned by our general
affembly, and upon the fame grounds.

«¢ sth, I farther do declare, that albeit in the Lord’s fupper-
there is a commemoration of the facrifice of Chrift for us,
yet the famen ought not to be called properly a facrifice,
either propitiatory or commemorative..

¢« 6th, I alfo renounce the abfolute neceffity of private
baptifm.

¢« =th, T deny the facrament of the Lord’s fupper to be
given to dying perfons, as a vifitation, and think the giving
or taking thereof then to be fuperftitious.

¢« 8th, Fconfefs, that the citing of the place, Mat. xxvi.
32. all thofe that take the fword fhall perith by the {word,
and they that refift fhall receive unto themfelves condemna~
tion, Rom. xiii. 2. to condemn the juft and neceflary defence
of this nation, are mifapplied, and do blefs God that our
fovereign the king and our ncighbour kingdom of England
have taken notice of and caufed publith the dutifulnefs and
loyalty of our nation thereanent.

« gth, And if any other thing be found fet out by me,
or others about Aberdeen, contrary to the juft and lawful
caufe of the covenant, I difclaim them all.

¢ yoth, Finally, I allow and avow the lawfulnefs of rul-
ing elders in the government of the kirk, and in all the af-
{femblies thereof.

B3 A
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¢ At the prefbytery of Aberdeen, 26th of May 1642,
« Sic fub. Mr. Alexander Scroggie.”

This recantation was wondered at by many, he biding
out {o long, with great lofs of means and credit, but
comes now in, refolving to live in the town with his wife
and bairns, and to abide his time with patience. \

Ye heard before of the king’s letter brought before
our council the 25th of May, whilk by them was ordered
to be printed, and whereof the tenor follows 2

¢¢ Charles, &c.

« Right trufty and well-beloved coufins and counfel-
fellors, we greet you well. Although we have written
our mind to you our council, yet upon our fecond thoughts,
. arifing efpecially upon fome bad rumours coming to our
knowledge, we find it neceffary, both for ourfelf and for
the good of that our kingdom, to declare and make known
both our difpofition and defires more fully. 4

« We know and feel the charge to be great, and the
place to be high, wherein God, the King of kings, hath
placed us; and that we muft render an account of all our
actions to him, who in his own time fhall judge all men,
without exception of perfons. . We have no other inten-
tion but by our governmert to honour him, by whom kings
reign, and te procure the good of our people ;- and for this
end to preferve the right and authority wherewith God
hath invefted us, and which by his providence hath been
derived to us by many princely progenitors. In which glory.
that our ancient kingdom of Scotland doth participate.

<« We did not require of you that you fhould fitas judges.
upon the affairs of another kingdom ; we only intended to.
have both our {ufferings and 4¢tions (as they are expreft in
many meflages paft betwixt us and our parliament) made
thoroughly known unto you, that fince we have none
befides you whom we acquaint with our proceedings, you
may clearly {ce, that we have been fo far from wronging
our parliament of England, that we have given them all
manser of fatisfaCtion, cven above that which they them-.
telves in the beginning did exprefs, or almoft defire, and as
much as cculd well confift with the fafety of our honour
and perfon. "We will not put you in mind of your natural

affection
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affeftion towdrds us, which we know will be rather kind-
led than extingnithed by our diftrefs 3 nor of your covenaat,
wherein you are zealous of our greatnefs and authority,
and which ftandeth in that fenfe wherein you did fwear
and fubfcribe it, nor of the many good laws made in our
late parliament (of which we hope the prefent and fuc-
ceeding generations fhall reap the fruit of, when we are
dead and gone) nor of the many promifes made to us, up-
on which we were willing to yield to fuch things for fet-
tling the government of that our kingdom in our perfonal
abfence, which neither could we have granted, nor would
you have crayved (as yourfelves did profefs) had our greater
affairs permitted our refidence amongft you, and wherein
we are moft unjuftly blamed and calumniated. 1ft, That
we are popifhly affe¢ted. 2d, That we are the caufe of
bloodfhed in Ireland. 3d, That weintend to bring in fo-
reign forces.  'We here do proteft and declare, in prefence
of him who knows the moft fecret of our aétions and in-
tentions, that we are nowife confcious to ourlelf of the
guiltinefs of any of the faids afperfions, and do take him to
witnefs our innocency therein, who only hath the privi-
lege to be the fearcher of hearts ; and if any, after fo full
and plain profeffion, thall diftruft this our free declaration,
we atteft God that the fault is in the malignity of their

rebellious humours, and nowife deferved on our part.
¢« Given at our court at York the 20th of May 1642.”
This piece coming before the lords of council, as faid
is, did {feem to put his fubjeéts in remembrance of their
oatli contained in the covenant for his royal prerogative.
2d, Touching his ufage in the Englifh parliament. 3d,
His purgation of the foul afperfions laid to his charge..
‘What more is infinuated I leave to the rcader. DBut it is
true, there conveened in the Canongate about 24 earls,
lords, and barons, called banders, and their followers,
who were contrary to the covenant, flill fhewing them to
be the king’s men; they attended to hear the contents of
the king’s letter fent to the council, and withal they them-
{clves {ent, as was faid, a pctition to the faids lords of
council, under the fubicription of the earl of Montgomery
(firft a ftrong covenanter, but now left the {ame) defiring.
' them
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them to remember their national oath, and ocath of alle-
giance to his majefty, contained in the covenant; and as
good-and loyal fubjects to defend the king’s royal prero-
gative, now impaired and encroached upon by the Englifh
parliament. The council gives no anfwer to this petition.
Many barons, burgeffes and gentlemen came over out of Fife
to Edinburgh ; the town is ftri¢tly watched, and the town
of Leith both; none of the banders in companies {fuffered
to come within the ports of Edinburgh. In the meantime
there is another fupplication given in to the council, of the
whilk the tenor follows :

« Apud Edinburgum, ultimo die menfis Maij, anno do-
mini 1642.

¢« 'The which day, in prefence of the lords of Secret
Council, compeared perfonally Thomas earl of Hadding-
ton, David lord Elcho, Arthur Erfkine of Scotfcraig, Sir
John Wachope of Niddry, John Binnay and Thomas Pater-
fon, merchants burgeffes of Edinburgh, James Lentron.
burgefs of St. Andrews, Mr. Andrew Ramfay minifter at
Edinburgh, and Mr. John Moncrief minifter at Kinghorn,
for themfelves, and in name of the noblemen, gentlemen,
burgeffes, and minifters, occafionally mer at Edinburgh,
and gave in to the faidslords the fupplication underwritten,
of the whilk the tenor follows :

« To the right honourable the lords of his majefty’s
privy council, the humble petition of many noblemen,
gentlemen, burgefles, and minifters, occafionally meeting
at Edinburgh,

¢« Moft humbly fheweth,

« Whereas they, upon the report of convocations, fud-
denly endeavoured and unexpeftedly brought in to this
council day, for the moft part by thefe who have been ef-
teemed by the country, and challenged by the parliament
as incendiaries, plotters, and enemies to the peace of thofe
kingdoms, have occafionally conveened at Edinburgh, and
having heard of letters from his majefty, and declarations
from the parliament of England, anent the prefent diftrac-
tions of that kingdom, they have reafon, from bygone ex-
perience and prefent prefumptions, to fear the intentions
and endeavours of thefe evil affected perfons and their ad-

herents,
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herents, left by their convocations and folicitations they
take occafion of thefe differences to raife jealoufies and
divifions betwixt the kingdoms ; and confidering the com=
mon intereft of all the fubjets of this kingdom to pre-
ferve the late peace, fo happily concluded betwixt the
nations, by the providence of God, his majeflty’s goodnefs
and wifdom, and the mediation of the pariiament of Eng-
land, and {o folemnly eftablifhed by the late treaty, oath
of parliament, public faith, and great feal of thefe king-
doms, as in all other points, fo cipecially in thofe articles
(whereunto the reft are. called but prefaces) for fettling
and entertaining a {olid peace betwixt thefe nations in time
coming, left vpon any pretence they fhould be dathed one
againft another, wherein it is declared the duty of the ef-
tates, yea of every {ubjec, for to conveen and {fupprefs any
evil affeted perfons who would raife arms againft the fub-
je&ts of the other kingdom, without confent of parliament,
as traitors to the ftate, much more to petition againit it ;
and wherein there is appointed a committee of the eftates for -
confervation of the peace, in the interim between parlia-
ments 3 all which the petitioners, among the reft of the
good {ubjeéts of this kingdom, did hazard their lives to
obtain, and did demand in the treaty, upon their dan-
gerous experience of the council of England their med-
ling in the affairs betwixt his majefty and this kingdom, to
the engaging of the nations in war, whichis {0 oft condemn-
ed bytheeftates of this kingdom in their remonfirances, pref~
{ing that commen rule of equity, to do as ye would be done
unto, which is now and may be retorted on this kingdom.
Likewife defiring earneftly that your lordfhips, in thefe
public refolutions, of {o great importance to thir dominions,
may carry along with you the hearts and coniciences of
this kingdom, and prevent that the breach grow not wider,
by falfe confidence grounded upon fudden undertakings cf
any perfons, as alfo their natural affeétion and duty to their
gracious {overeign, according to their manifold obligations,
and brotherly affetion to the kingdom of England, forc-
ing them to pray to God and defire all men, according to
their ftations, to ufe all lawful means to breed and culti-
vate 2 good underftanding betwixt his majefty and his par-

' liament
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liament, the fureft foundation of greatnefs to his majefty,
and happinefs to thefe kingdoms ; likewife taking to heart
‘the dangerous confequences to his majefty and his domi-
nions of your lordfhips anfwer, by tendering the offer of
your fervice to his majefty againft the demands, or upon
the differences between his majefty and his parliament of
England, or any other manner of way import (which God
forbid) an engaging of yourfelves, or of thefe nations in a
war, or any thing that may tend thereunto. ‘Therefore, in
our own names, and in name of the reft of the nobility,
gentry, burgefles, and minifters, whofe hearts do and hands
would go along with this petition, for prefervation of peace
betwixt thefe kingdoms, they do in all humility and ear-
neftnefs petition your lordthips, in the depth of your wif-
donss, ferioufly to ponder the confequences of your anfwer
to his majefty, and the parliament of England, at this time';
fo that thereby the confidence between his majefty- and his
fubjeéts here now amongft themiclves, nor betwixt the
kingdoms (thefe unions tending ever to his majefty’s great-
nefs, and thefe divifions to his prejudice) may be by any
means weakened, or their peace endangered, and to that
end, as your lordfhips would leave no lawful mean accord-
ing to your vocation and intereft uneffayed for begetting
a good underftanding betwixt his majefty and his par-
liament, being his greateft and impartial counfel, reprefent-
ing the body, whereof his majefty is the head, and for re-
‘moving the diftradtions (the continuance whereof will ever
trouble the peace of the kingdom) according to your lord-
fhip’s laft anfwer; fo alfo fecing his majefty requires not
that your lordfhips fhould, neither can your lordfhips
judge of the laws and privileges of another independent
kingdom, and the parliament of England offer to give all
fatisfaétion concerning any meflages or papers fent to your
lordfhips anent their proceedings, that your lordfhips would
be pleafed carefully to fhun all oifence of real or verbal en-
gagement, cither direétly or by way of inference, without
confent of the parliament, conform to treaty, which either
may give any juft caufe of offence to their gracious fove-
reign, or of jealoufy to their brethren of England, or of dif-

courfe
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courfe unto any ; and if your lordfhips did not obferve that
former rule of equity prefled by themfelves during thir
troubles, to do unto: others as they would be done unto
themfelves, but did fall in the fame fault, which your lord-
thips and the reft of the eftates of this kingdom hath con-
demned in the council of England, and for this effe&, they:
but cannot remember your lordfhips, that according to an
article of the treaty there was appointed a commiffion (as in-
dependent as any other) of fo many of either eftate, repre-
{fenting the whole kingdom, to prevent all occafton of di=
vifion betwixt thofe kingdoms in the interim betwixt par~
liaments, all which they humbly reprefent to your lordfhips
wife confiderations, and expect from your lordfhips fo gra-
cious an anfwer as may fatisfy their prefent fears, and fe-
cure them from dangersin this interim betwixt parliaments,
and thereby prevent all neceffity of petitions of this kind.—
‘Which fupplication being read, heard, and confidered by
the faids lords, and they finding the fame to contain matters
of publick concernment, and that of importance, that re-
quires mature deliberation ; therefore they continue the an-
fwer of this petition till to morrow, and ordains the hail
counfellors in town to be warned to attend the council
to-morrow at two o’clock in the afternoon.

¢« Apud Edinburgum, primo die Junij, anno domini 1642.

¢¢ The lords of privy council having again read the pe-
tition abovewritten, declare that they will have confidera-
tion thereof, and as they are moft tender and fenfible of
whatfoever may concern his majefty’s perfon, honour or au-
thority, fo will they have a {pecial care not to do any thing
contrary to the late treaty, or which may infringe the uni-
on or peace, or weaken the confidence betwixt thefe two
kingdoms, {fo happily eftablifhed in his majefty’s prefence,
and with his royal confent, in both parliaments; and are
confident, that as from the faids lords the petitioners nei-
ther have nor fhall have any necceffity, fo they will not
trouble themfelves nor the conncil hereafter with fupplica~
tions of this kind ;” and fo diffolved.

Now ye have the king’s letters and this fupplication co-
pied 5 read and confider both the one and the other, with
the council’s anfier fent to the faid fupplication, whilk is {fo

i -l ftrangly
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ftrangely and confufedly fet down, that I cannot underfiand
the famen perfectly well, nor know I what anfiwver the king
got frac the council to his letter; but as fome fuppofed it
was continued to the next parliament; or what anfwer the
Englifh parliament received, I cannot tell. It was found
fit by the council, that the King’s letter fhould be publifhed
at the haill parifh kirks of Scotland, that his good fubjeéts
might fee his uprightnefs and fincerity, but Mr. Robert
Douglas, one of the minifters of Edinburgh, came boldly to
the coundil houfe, and publicly oppofed the publifhing of
the fame out of the pulpits through all Scotland, whereupon
the council went to advifement, and condefcended to Mr.
Robert Douglas’ defire, but withal ordained the fame tobe
prefently printed, and difperfed through the haill kingdom,
that his majefty’s mind might be certified to all and every
one, 'whilk was fo done.

It was plainly {fpoken, that the Englifh parliament defired
afliftanceof our country upon this occafion: Some of ourno- *
blemen, principal covenanters, at this time were difpleafed in
their hearts with our moft gracious fovereign, his godly go-
vernment in fome particulars, 1ft, For his general revoca-
tion in his firft parliament,. which bred fome fears in the
hearts of fome lords, of the eretion of church lands, fup-
pofe nothing followed upon this revocation to their preju-
dice. 2d, For making in the fame parliament a law anent
the teinds, called a commiffion of furrenders of fuperiorities
and tithes, grounded upon the helping of the clergy, who
wanted a maintenance and relief of the laity, living yearly
under the bondage of the lords of erection or laic patrons,
which they thoughttended to their great hurt and prejudice.
3d, When his majefty was at parliament, upon fome rea-
fons moving him, he refufed to confer honours (fuch as to
make barons lords,and lords earls) upon fome, and prefer-
red others to the dignities, whereat there was great grudg-
ings ; and fiklike anent the lord Balmerinoch’s accufation
touching an infamous libel fet out againft his majefty moft
unjuftly, and for the whilk he was convi¢ted, though moft
gracioufly remitted by his majefty; upon thir occafions, I
fay, thir malcontent lerds began to murmur and inwardly
grudge with our king’s moft juft proceedings, and ftrives

to
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. to lay grounds for his overthrow in royal government ; and
firft, they privately eflay the nobles, knights, barons, bur-
gefles, and clergy of England, how they were {et, and find,
there anumber of malcontents, glad to caft off the yoke of
obedience, with whom there was fecretly made a clandef-
tine covenant, fo that ilk ane fhould take part againft.the
king’s prerogative. Now our lords being fure of England,
laid the next courfe to be fure of Scotland ; but they could
get no ground to begin the play, till the incoming of the
fervice-hook at Edinburgh began. Then they take hold
of the alteration and change of religion, and make it their
quarrel, {fuppofe moft unjuft in many men’s judgments.
Then followed here in Scotland our covenant, proclama-
tions, proteftations, and great perturbations; at laft thir
malcontents (feconded by their favourites of England) had
all their will, and the king is born down both in church and
policy, as may be clearly feen in his fecond parliament.
Now all things being fettled here in Scotland, as faid is,
England begins to follow our orderin religion and church
government, and many of our fation firives again{t fun-
dry parts of royal prerogative and eftablithed laws, where-
upon his majefty could not credibly nor laudably condef-
fcend ; whereupon the malcontents of England begin to
crave our Scots afliftance, conform to the forenamed clan-
deftine covenant, whereby our diforder was firft bred, and
whilk his majefty could not get fupprefled without forces
from England, which his majefty could not obtain till firft a
parliament was indi¢ted, which the king (againft his will)
yielded unto. They, fure of a parliament, refolved to get
all their wills, and firft to get our turn done, and thereafter
their own, which bred much forrow through all the king’s
dominions, as hereafter ye may hear.

‘Wednefday the firft of June the committee of the kirk
conveened in the kirk of New Aberdeen, by order frae
the laft provincial affembly, anent Mr. Thomas Mitchel’s
trials with Thomas Bell’s wife, who compeared and con-
fefled all to his face; however the committee caufed note
her depofition, and referred the decifion to the next pro-
vincial affembly, where he was found honeft.

The forefaid firftof June the feffionfatdown in Edinburgh
for adminiftration of juftice, and peaceably fat their time.

Vol. I, C About
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About this time a meeting drawn on at York by the kings
declaring there the reafons why he left the parliament,
chiefly for fear of his life. Tt was well received by the
haill country of York, and avowed by all to his fervice.
Well, the parliament boldly fits fill, albeit the king had
commanded them to rife, whilk he of his royal power law-
fully might have done; and his m1j°ﬁy being abfent, they
care not to hold their parliament going on, ‘wherein both
the covenanters of the upper and lower houfes prevailed
ftill by a plurality of voices againft the king’s friends. fitting
there. * In the mean time thereis provided at York, a ftrong
guard for the king’s perfon, both of horfe and foot ; many
malicious pafquils, written and printed againft the king, and
others written againft his enemies; a remonftrance alfo fet
out in print by the Englith parliament, declaring what they
had done was conform to the laws of England obferved in
Edward the fecond’s time and in king Richard the fecond’s
time, which two kings were cruelly abufed by their fub-
jelts, and done to death, as their chronicles bear ; and in
cffet fome thought they had no lefs power to do the fame
to our gracious fovereign, and either to take and to ward
him, or by plain force to kill him, which the king with
great patience fuffered. In the mean time, they boldly
meddle with the king’s haill rents, thereby to difable him
from raifing any forces, if he were fo difpofed, and withal
had meddled with the king’s haill royal fhips, fo that he
could do nothing by fea. Thus was this royal king piti-
fully abufed, by his own fubjets, to the admiration of all
Chriftian kmgs' It is faid, the king’s feal was privately
brought to York to him.

About the beginning of this menth of June, Dr. Guild,
principal, violently breaks down the infight plemf‘mmr
within the bifhop’s houfe, which was left undeftroyed be-
fore, fuch as beds and boards, &c. and caufed tranfport
them down to plenifh the college chambers and other work 3
joifts and greater timber he cut down; he tirred the haill
toofalls of the office-houfes, fuch as bake-houfe, brew-
houfe, byres, ftables, yea and of fome toofall chambers
allo, and carried roof and flates away, wherewith he roof-
ed a fong fchool, and flated the fame within Bernard In-

s
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nes’ clofe, where never fong fchool was before. ‘Ia the
fame manner he dang down the walls of the Snow-kirk
to big the college dykes, as ye have heard before. Now
he is demolifhing the bifhop’s houfe, pitiful and lamentable

-to behold ; kirks and ftately buildings firft to be caften
down by ruffians and fafcals, and next by churchmen, un-
der colour of religion.

It is here to be marked, that fince January the beginning
of this year 1642, there was great {carcity of whitc fithes
on all our coaft, to the hurt and hunger of the poor, and
raifing of the price of ineal and malt, and begging of the
filhermen ; and it was reported that when the fifhers had
laid their lines, and taken fithes abundantly, there came a
beaft to thelines called the fea-dog, and eat and deftroyed
the haill bodies, and left nothing on the lines but the heads.
A judgment furely from God Almighty, for the like fcar—
city to continue {o long as has fcarcely been heard of in
Scotland, whilk made the meal and malt at eight, nine, and
ten pound the boll, and all other meats were alfo made
very dear. Befides this, a great drought throughout a
great part of June, whereby grafs and corns were burnt up
and dried in the blade, whilk made alfo great fcarcity of all
milknefs, butter and cheefe; but the Lord amended this
drowth, and upon the 17th, 18th, and 19th of June fent a-
bundance of rain, to the great comfort of man and beaft,
but till that time June was burnt up, as faidis. ~ Yet, albeit
the harveft was late, God fent corns abundantly through
the ground, for entertaining man and beaft; but being.
traniported to Ireland became dear and fcarce.

Word came that the 12 Englifh bifhops that were ward-
ed, as ye have heard, were about this month of June put
toliberty 5 but the archbifhop of Canterbury ftayed flill in
ward.

The Irifhes daily grew ftronger and ftronger, ufing fire
and fword, and all manner of cruelties again{t man, wo-
man, and bairn, of Englifh, Scots, and Irifh covenanters,
in their kingdom, without pity or compaflion. Maay “.d
this cruelty that could win away over to Scotland, both
man, wife, and child ; all this bred by the incoming o: cur
covenant. :

C 2 Upon:
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Upon Wednelday the 22d of June the laird of Corfe
rode to Edinburgh to the committee of the general affem-
bly holden there, by perfuafion of our laft provincial affem-
bly, not of his own geod will. He was made welcome
there by the brethren, and had privy conference with
them; the parfon of Belhelvie was fent commiffioner from
our provincial affembly to Edinburgh to the fame com-
mittee ; for they earneftly withed Corfe (as an excellent
learned man) to keep his own place, if they could in any
cafe procure the fame at their hand by their faid commif-
{ioner, who was dire& for that effe, as faid is ; but let the
brethren in Edinburgh do their beft, they could not by
threatning nor perfuafion alter this learned godly man to
{wear and fubfcribe their covenant, which, as he declared,
was contrary to his confcience, whilk he would not balance
with any worldly pleafure nor preferment. Thus after fe-
veral meetings and conferences with Mr. Alexander Hen-

erfon, Mr. Andrew Ramfay, and other minifters at Edin-
burgh, appointed to fit upon the committee for the gene-
ral affembly, in end he returned home again upon the 12th
of July. Dr. Forbes forefaid, a learned divine and theo-
logue, denying to fwear and fubfcribe our covenant, was
thought a ftumbling block to this our good caufe and new
reformation.

Upon the 24th of June the laird of Haddo compeared
before;; the juftices in Edinburgh, to underly the law for the
alledged flanghter of Mr. James Stalker (as ye have heard
before); after fome reafoning, he was ordained to fet cau-
tion to compear again, upon the next citaticn, and fo he re-
turned home again. K

About this time Mr, John Lefly, bithop of Rapho,
came from that country to Edinburgh, and from that to
England; he faid he came not clad like a bithop, but with
fword and hanger, like a foldier ; he went poft to the king. |

Mr. Andrew Cant being minifter at Aberdeen, as ye
have heard, began to bring in novations : he would not bap-
tife a bairn,'yea albeit at the point of death, but after prea-
ching cn Sunday, or any other preaching day in the week ;
he cried out againft conveening at lyke-wakcs, reading of
fcriptures, or finging of pfalms at that time; but the dead

: corps
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corps to ly upon a board all night without afy company ;
but neither of this could he get donc; he brought in a lec-

* ture-leflon to be ufed Monday at night, Wednefday, Fri-
day and Saturday, inftead of evening prayers. No com-
munion given by Cant for the fpace of two years to the
town of Aberdeen, till firft they were well catechifed, be-
caufe he alleged they were ignorant.

Mr. Henry Pollock, one of the minifters of Edinburgh,
departed this life, confefling frae his heart, that his ma-
jefty was cruelly fubdued and borne down by his own
fubjetts,as was reported ; for the whilk he got {mall con-
voy to his grave by the puritans of Edinburgh. Mr. A-
lexander Henderfon at Leuchars in Tife, was tranflated
therefrae to be minifter at Edinburgh in his room.

About midfummer England fent to the committee at E—
dinburgh 110,000 pounds fterling, for their brotherly af-
fiftance, conform to the at of parliament in 1641.

About the 25th of June the Lord Mayor of London was:
direéted to caufe make proclamation at all the crofles of the
town, changing all true and loyal fubjeéts to come to the
king, and bygones fhould be forgiven, except fome perfons,
fuch as fir John Hotham, governor of Hull, and others
his capital enemies, whom his majefty was not to pardon.
The parliamentzarians were highly offended at the mayor of
London for fuffering this proclamation to be made, and for
the whilk he was prefently depofed, and another mayor e~
cleted and putin his place; butficlt he was haftily taken,
warded and accufed, and thereafter depofed, for obeying.
the king’s: command. Yet this prociamation drew the
hearts of many people to the king..

Now his majefty begins to waken, and is faft drawing to
an head ; his faithful followers and good fubjeéts are by
the parliamentarians declared incendiaries and a malignant
party 5 he caufed put in a garrifon in Newcaftle, and di-
verfe lords of parliament rcforted to the king, whereupon
the parliament refolved to eftablith a committee of their
beft number to fit conflantly at Weftminfter, for the par-
liament, with like authority and power, as if the haill eftates
of parliament were fitting ; for they durft not rile totally ,
up, nor defert their parliament, left the king could not be

C3 moved
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moved to indi¢ another, when they defired, as he had more
than reafon torefufe. In the mean time they make prepara-
tion for arms to defend their own pretended ats and ordi-
nances for their militia. }

Tuefday 27th of June was a vifitation of our Oldtown
kirk by the brethren. The feflion was changed frae after
the forencon’s fermon till after the afternoon’s {ermon, on
itk Sunday. The landward elders thought this burden
heavy, to bide ilk forenoon, and buy their dinner in the Old-
town, whilk was abiding them at home in their own houfe.
Iz was ordained by this prefbyterial vifitation, that ilk maf-
ter and miftrefs of familiesin town and country within this
parifh, {hould come, with their bairns and fervants, to the
minifters catechifing; noifome to country people, to come
all, clofe up their doors, and leave none at home to keep
their houfes, corn, cattle, and other goods.. They ordain-
ed the back of the high altar in bifhop Dunbar’s itle, curi-
oufly wrought in wainfcot, matchlefs in all the kirks of
Scotland, to be dung down, as finelling of popery and ido-
latry ; pitiful to behold! In the mean time our minifter Mr.
William Strachan, teaches powerfully and plainly the
word of God, to the great good and comfort of all his an-
ditors; he takes fri€t account of thofe that came not to the
communion, and keep not the kirk; calls out the abfents
out of the pulpits, which drew in fuch a fair auditory, that
the feats of the kirk were not able to hold themr; for re-
mead whereof he canfed bigup a loft, athwart the body of
the kirk, and entered the wrights theretoin Novembers like-
as with great pains and diligence he caufed flate the haill

"body of the kirk in fummer time with new lath, new flate,
and other new materials, whilk was not fo well done
fince the time it was firft flated, after the lead was tirred
therefrae; the toofalls were not theeked, becaufe they might
not be overtaken this feafon.  This Mr. Williamn Strachan
was one of the beft minifters that has been feen at this kirk.
of nlong time bygene; but the truth is, theback of the al-
tar was violently pulled down by direétion of Mr. William
Sitrachan, only advifed thereto by Dr. Guild, principal and
moderator for the time, and had not the confent of the bre-
thren thereto, as is faid before; and by this glorious tim-_

ber
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ber work ‘of the faid altar this new loft was adorned and
beantified with gilt pieces and ornaments.

Now the marquis of Hamilton, forefeeing thir forees
and apparent troubles, whereof he has not been blamelefs
finee the beginning, as would appear, fer he had ftill the
king’s ear, and was continually upon his council, whilk he
reveals to our covenanters by his letters, whereby they were
provided and {till upon their guard to anf{wer whatfomever
commiflion was fent by his majefty here, to proteft againft
all manner of proclamations ufed here, ‘and lead or miflead
his gracious prince (who had made up his forlorn eflate) as
he pleafed ; for firft a Gencral Aflembly was ordained ;
next a parliament was indi¢ted, wherein the king in all his
defigns both of kirk and policy was trampled down, his
friends and followers declared rebels, incendiaries, and
malignants, yea banithed frac their honours, countries, and
eftates, and their enemies planted and placed in their room;
minifters alfo banithed, and their places filled up according
to the will of the Covenanters ; others depofed with indig-
nity and difgrace; and in a word, none but the king, the
bifrops, nobles, minifters, and others who followed the
King, were borne down gitifully with fhame and difgrace, as
may appear in his alts of parliament, where the king’s ene-
mies are exalted, and his true friends and followers caften
down. Tothirhaill doings this marquis of Hamilton was
ftill privy. The raifing of arms, the coming to Berwick,
the treaty of peace, corroboration of parliament, theking’s
returning to London, hie is ftill with him ; he attends his ma-
jefty until he faw no appearance of peace. "Then he leaves
him in his troubles with the parliament, feigning himfelf to
be fick, and he behoved to come to Scotland for his health,
whilk the king beheld, and winked at his proccedings;

whereof he had gotten fome knowledge, fuppofe too late.
But the earl of Lanerk, fecretary for Scotland, and fecretary
to the Scots council, he left behind him with the king,
doublefs foran intelligencer, who no queftion was ftill care-
ful to acquaint his own brother german (and only upraifer)
the marquis of Hamilton, with 21l the oceurrences betwixt
the king and payliament. Many wondered at the marquis

of
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of Hamilton’s behaviour frae the beginning of this covenagpt,
or what could move him to deal fo politiquely with fo good
amafter 3 foritwas well known he honoured this marquis,
he eariched his coffers, and denied him nothing worldly
wherein he could any wife avail him, in council, in privy-
chamber, in bedchamber, ftill chiefeft in his-majefty’s fe-
crefy, and yet he would ftir againft him, and fo behave him-
felf under truft, as bred great grief to the king, and much-
trouble both in Scotland and England, asafter does appear,
whilk happily might have been prevented, if he had re-
vealed their plots timeoully to his majefty, and fought his
honour,. peace and profperity, as became a true and loyal
fubjed, both for his highnefe, and weal of his haill domi-
nions of England, Scotland, and Ireland, who felt and fuf-
fered ilk one their own troubles and feveral vexations, as
fhall appear more plainly hereafter. However this mar-
quis of Hamilton leaves the king in the beginning of thir
troubles, but his brother, as I have faid, bade fill at court
with the king, whercby he had daily intelligence, what
was doing at court or abroad. 'Well, he comes to Hamil-
ton, where he had his mectings with the marquis of Ar-
gle, the high chancellor, and other prime lords of the co-
venant, at his pleafure; fyne at the down fitting of the fef-
fion he came and dwelt at the king’s own palace at Holyrood
houfe, attended the council days ordinarily ; he had a ftrait
guard about him of his own friends and domeftics, and held
a great houfe, as was reported.

The earl of Morton left his majefty alfo, and came to
Scotland to the king’s own palace of Dalkeith, where he
remained and dwelt all this while. General Lefly (now
- earl of Leven) brings over his lady to the caftle of Edin-
burgh about this time, therein to dwell together, furnithed
the fame for his own provifion, but had no more men in it
but what were before, and his own domeftics.

It was reported alfo that there was about 24 noblemen
called Banders that conveened in the Canongate of Ldin-
burgh at the forefaid council day, as ye have heard, all
malcontents, and were to petition the council, defiring
them to keep the covenant and oath of allegiance to his

ma-
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majelty, and to defend his royal prerogative, now encroach-
ed upon by his Englith fubjeéts. "Of thir or the like terms
this petition was framed by the nobles and others of the
weft country, and given in under the fubfcription of the
earl of Montgomery. The council gave no anfwer, but
flighted the fame, commanding thein to remove, which they
did, and went to Glafgow. 'In the mean time the miniftry
of Fife, with nobles, barons, and burgeffes, gavein alfo to
the council arother petition, as ye may fee before. They
came in with great numbers, as the banders alfodid. The
towns of Edinburgh, Leith, and the council were guarded
with about 1000 men in arms.

It was reported that the Irifhes were ftrong, who cannily
cfpied their time to caft off their yoke of obedience 5 through
the incoming of our covenant.

Sunday the 12th of Juce Alexander Harvie younger, and
Alexander Paip taylor, were both excommunicated by
Mr. William Strachan, minifter at Machar-kirk, for popery.

Wednefday the 15th of June a-proclamation printed in
the king’s name was proclaimed at the crofs of New Aber-
deen, for levying of 4500 foldicrs, to go under the condudt
of the earl of Irvine, brother to the marquis of Argyle,
for France. Robert Keith, brother to the earl Marifchal,
was one of his captains, who got fome foldiers in this coun-
try, and fhipped here at Aberdeen.

Ye heard before of the laird of Haddo, how he was
purfued criminally before the juftices. At that time he was
forced to confign before the lords 10,000 merks at the
lord Frafer’s inftance, conform to their decreet, where-
upon he relaxed himfelf frae the horn; and in the mean-
time by maoyan they lifted up his money beyond his expec-
tation, and to his great grief; but he wifely concealed his
wrath, while he faw his time, and to the king goes he;
but he firft fets caution to compear the next parliament, to
underly the law for the flaughter of Mr. James Stalker
forefaid.

‘Word came that the parliament of Lngland was by them-
felves to be adjourned, to order the militia themfelves with-
out the king’s advice, and totake up arms in their own de-

fence
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fence againft the king, and to feek him at York, which his
majefty courageoully refolves to bear out as 2 noble king,
conform to his royal predeceffors, or then die like a gen-
tleman, as himfelf faid; and in the meantime goes up and
down at his pleafure, mifkenning the procedure of the par-
liament; and being at Beverly Caftle, there was there pre-
fented to his majefty a petition from the parliament, dated
the 16th of July 1642, whereunto his majefty haftily made
an anfwer, whilk petition and an{wer by the king’s com~
mand were printed.

About this time there fell out great fhowers of hail-
ftones here about Aberdeen, marvellous to {ee, being upon
the gth of July, but lay not long, in refpe¢t of the time of
the year. :

Mr. Andrew Cant minifter at Aberdeen, and Mr. John
Gregory minifter at Drumoak, are chofen commiffioners for
the prefbytery of Aberdeen, and John Lefly elder, to go to
the General Affembly, to be holden at St. Andrew’s the
27th of July.

. Ye heard before how the queen went over to Holland,
- in company with her daughter, with whom went John Stra«
chan, fkipper Strachan’s fon of our burgh of Abecrdeen,
who was born, bred and brought up within the faid town.
This John Strachan is a brave mariner, and {tout cavalier 5
he got charge from his majefty of one of the king’s yachts,
having 24 brazen pieces upon her, to follow the queen to
Holland, and to attend her fervice. Now the parliament
feeing the king daily to ftand out, and not to yield to their
wills, and fearing this Strachan’s employment was not for
nought, they therefore fent to him where he was lying, and
fummoned him to return, with his (hip and goods, back to
the parliament, under pain of death. e anfwered, his
charge was frae his majefty, and when he commanded him,
he fhould obey. The king gets word of this charge;
whereupon he fends command, under the pain of hanging,
that he the faid John Strachan fhould give no obedience to
any charge coming from the parliament for that purpole,
whilk he gladly obeyed. Then they fummoned him a fe-
cond time, and the king gave a fecond countermand; where-

upon
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upon the parliament fends out four of the king’s royal fhips,

two to ly at the mouth of the river Humber, and two toly

at the mouth of theriver = - - by one of which ways

they by the Hollanders were furely advifed, this Strachan

behoved to go, and was haftily to come to England. But
the parliamentarians refolved, before he came that length,

to have him quick or dead; of all which Strachan has good

intelligence, and refolves to take the fea. He had with

him on fhipboard the lord Digby and William Murray,

who had gone over with the queen, and refolved now to

return back with Strachan to England. Well, to the fea

goes Strachan; two of the kings fhips follows, betwixt
whom there was fome fight; the other two likewife fol-

lows, whilk Strachan efpying, and finding himfelf unable

to defend againft them all four, made choice to take flight 5
and being {peedier under fail, for that fhe was of lefs bur-
den than any of the other four, goes foundly and fafely
frae them by plain fpced, for he was well acquainted

with all the fands, creeks, and holes upon the Englith

coaft, whereby he wifely took his advantage, and haftily

run her afhore, where the great fhips durft not follow.
‘Well, he takes out his cannon, and mounts them upon
land; he plants his mufkets fo, that no one pinnace nor
boat durft come near his fhip, albeit they were fent after
him, but were dung back again, both by cannon and
mufket ; in the mean time, Strachan fent word to the

king of his landing (who was within 18 miles diftance) who

haftily fends a guard, conveys the lord Digby, William

Murray, himfelf, and about other roo perfons, to his ma-
jefty. They tock order with the cannon, mufkets; and am=

munition, and let the fhip ly ftill there. There came in

this fhip great {ums of money, by the queen’s moyan as was

faid, together with arms for ten thoufand men, ammunition

and cannon, whereof his majefty was very joyful, received

Strachan (whom the parliament had declared traitor for his

difobedience) and for his brave fervice knighted him with

his own hand, to the great honour of the burgh of Aber-

deen, being one of our townfmen born.

The
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The earl of Northumberland, high admiral of England,
by fee and heritage, about this time, upon his own privy re-
{petts, laid down his admiralty, and gave over his charge,
and the earl of Warwick at his own hand meddles with his
place ; whereat the king takes offence.

Now the king is growing to an head, and the parliamen-
tars very ftrong, kept parliament daily and continually 5 the
earl of Effex is chofen their general, and all fuch as favour
the king are declared incendiaries and malignant parties a-
gainft the country, therefere the parliament refolves to
move, or make the king condefcend to their opinions whe-
ther he will or not.  1ft, That he fhouldratify their haill
alts of parliament, both for church-government and policy,
albeit contrary to his royal prerogative, and to the utter fup-
prefling of epifcopacy. 2nd; That his majefty thould in-
di¢t a General Affembly,. for getting a confent of the kirk,
that was of their opinion, tothe cftablifhing of this new or-
der of church governinent in England, as is now with us in
Scotland ; doubtlefs plotted and defired betwixt England
and Scotland, for their own ends, and overthrow of the
laws both of England and Scotland, made in favour of bi-
fhops, and to his majefty’s prejudice, wanting the bifhops as
the firft of the three eftates to fit in parhament 3d,
That his majefty fhould fend in the incendiaries and haill
malignant parties, to be cenfured and punifhed by parlia-
ment. ‘The‘incendiaries are underftood to be the king’s
loyal fubjeé@s and faithful followers. " Thir points feem=
ed in nowife reafonable in the king’s fight, and he utterly
denied the fame, whereupon both parties went to zims
fore againftthe king’s will, as after does appear.

"The king feeing no redrefs anent Hull, lays ftrait fiege
thereto, but Sir John Hotham governor thereof, lets out
certain fluices of water, whilk overflowed the ground near
about the town, {o that by land no convenient affault could
be made, whereupon the king left the fiege, and rode up
and down through the country, making his friendfhip, to
whom many of his fubjeéts daily reforted.

Wednefday the 27th of July 1642, the General Affem-
bly fat down in St. Andrew’s ;3 Mr. Robert Douglas fome-

time
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time minifter of Kirkaldie, tranflated therefrae to Fdin-
burgh, was moderator of this affembly. The earl of {Sun-
fermling was commiffioner for the king, with four aficfors,
viz. the chancellor, the marquis of Argyle, the carls of
Caffilis, Glencairn, Lindfay, Wemyfs, and others; divers
barons, gentlemen, and ruling elders; the marquis of Ha.
milton, and earl of Morton were written for, but they came
not 3 and the marquis {aid, he could now do no fervice for
theking. Ttis here to be m'zrked that Argyle {2t not only
there as affeffor to the King’s commlfﬁoner, but alfo {at at
this affembly as one of the commiffioners for the eftates of
Scotland, who ftilloppofed the king’s commiflioners, plead-
ing for the king’s honour ; as in {pecial the affebly receiv-
ed from him a letter frae the king, defiring them nct to
meddle with the affairs of England, nor {fo much as medi-
ate, leaft their quietnefs might be turned into trouble,
whilk they regarded not as became, in the particulars fub-
fequent. A letter came alfo to this affembly from the par-
ljament of England, defiring them to remember their cove-
nant and unity of religion with England, by their own cam-
miflioner, whom they fent with this letter well backed.
"There alfo came another commiffioner, with a letter fub-
{cribed by about 235 puritan London minifters, defiring pref-
byterian government. Mr. Alexander Spang, minifter at
Campvere, came alfo to this affembly, who was well re-
ceived, and admitted to vote with the brethren. There alfo
came a letter frae our own Scots commiflioners lying in
England, defiring the affembly to have conformity with
England in church government, and that our ecclefiaftic
form thould be written up to England for this effe¢t. Mat~
ters are agitate how anfwers fhould be fent to thir feveral
letters. ‘The king’s commiffioner alledged, they could
make no anfwer to any of thir letters, but by the king’s
own advice, and protefted againft them. Argyle ftood up
and oppofed him, telling him it was lawful for a free al-
fembly to give their own anfwers; and firft they penned a
pleafant anfwer to the parliament’s letter; anotlier to the
L.ondon minifters letter ; thirdly, to their own commiffion-
ers, to whom they fent our church government, penned
by Mr. Alexander Henderfon minifter, and concluded to

Vol. 1L D {olicit
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{olicit his majelty (as they wrote indeed to him) for con-
forming of the church of England to our church govern-
ment.

At this affembly Mr. John Guthrie was fimpliciter de-
pofed frae the kirk of Duffus, and Mr. Alexander Sym-
mer admitted in his place. Mr. Archibald Jehnfton was
clerk to this affembly, and was named My Lord (being in-
deed one of the lords of fefﬁon) but the moderator was
named Brother. Strange to fee! Mr. Andrew Cant look-
ing to be appointed minifter at Edinburgh, was difappoint-
ed by Mr. George Gillefpie, who was preferred ; and he
came again to Aberdeen.

Many acts and ordinances were made here at this affem-
bly, whilk is referred here to their own books. They ap-
pointed a general faft and prayer, to be kept through all
the kirks of Scotland, upon Sunday the 1 :thof September
next, for three feveral caufes. 1ft, For the great blood-
fhed, mifery, and calamity of Ireland. 2d, For the divi-
{ions and diftractions within England, betwixt the king
and his people ; and that the Lord fhould bring his ma-
jefty’s three kingdoms under uniformity of religion and
church government. 3d, For fair and feafonable weather,
to win and ingather the fruits of the ground.

This general affembly nominated and appointed fo many
to be conftant commiffioners for them, to {it at Edinburgh,
till the next general affembly, as a committee for the kirk
of Scotland, to cognofce in fuch manner as if the haill affem-
bly were per{bnally fitting 3 and after appointing the next
general affembly to be holden at Edinburgh the 2d day of
Auguft 1643, they diffolved and rofe up the 6th of Auguft.

This fame Wednefday and 27th of July, general Lefly
lifted 3000 foot and Goo horfed foldiers, well furnifhed
with cannon, field pieces and ammunition, and all other
things neceflary, and marched towards Ireland. Himfelf
fhxp;ed (but he was only eftimate to be about 8o horfe)
and landed all fafely in Ireland.

The {2id day the marquis of Huntly, accompanied with
his goodfon the lord Drummond, and his lady, the lord A-
boyne, Charles and lady Mary, the marquis’ bairns, and o-.
thers, being about 8o horfc, came frae Strathboggie, rode

through
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through the Oldtown to New Aberdeen, with found of
trumpet ; the laird of Drum, with his two fons, the laird of
Pitfoddels, and fundry others, in his compaay. The mar-
quis, with the lord Drummoxzd and his bairns, lodged in
{kipper Anderfon’s houfe. Upon the morn the town of
Aberdeen gave them the wine, &c. and made the lord
Drummond burgefs. Upon Smd'ly they came over to
the Oldtown, faw the marquis’ houfe and yards, drank
with the laird of Corfe and do&or Gordon’s reli&, in tHeir
own houfes. The marquis ftayed in Aberdeen till Satur-
day the penult of July, convoyed the lord Drummond with
his daughter to the bridge of Dee, where they took leave
frac other, fyne parted, the one going South, theother re--
turning home to Strathboggie. The marqguis was not in
Aberdeen fince the firft of January 1642, tnll this time that
he was convoying his goodfon to the town.

About this-time fome tug-whitings were taken, and by
God’s prov1dence the fithes became larger, for entertain-
ment of the people.

‘Word came to Aberdeen, that the queen mother departs
ed this life in Weft Fl'mders ; a great inftrument, as was
thought, of thir troubles.

In this month of July the young laird of Gight married
the laird of Ludqubarn’s daughter; and (as was thought
by his inftigation) fell into fome variance with his own mo-
ther the lady Gight, daughter to the lord Ogilvie. He
craved his evidents from his mother, as he that was put in
fee of the lands of Gight by his goodfire, and his father
was never infeft thereintil, who was now out of the king-
dom. The lady anfwered fhe could not deliver thefe writs
(her hufband *being ab{'ent) without his confent; where-
upon by Ludquharn’s affiftance they refolve to take in the
place of Gight, which fhe fhortly mans and ftoutly de-
fends. They takein barnsand l'ugh bigging, to {ée if they
could get the gates opened, and fhot in at the haill windows,.
where one William Gordon was fhot through the fhoulder
blade. The earl of Airly, hearing of his fifter’s diftrefs,
fpake to the marquis, who fettled this matter at Legat{den
betwixt Gight, who came thither, and his mother. Now
Gight returning back frae Legat{den, well content of the

D2 agreg-
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agreement, John Leifk, one of his cwn folks, thooting a
voliey with en hagbut for joy, his hand was fliot frae him,
:nd he fhortly thereafter died. ~ This hagbut was plunder-
«d by Ludquhzrn, the faid Jobn Leifk being in his com-
j'any, out of the place of Foveran ; fo he got his reward
«nd this ficge difiolved.

About this time dotor John Gordon, the depofed mi-
tifter of Elgin, Faving got fome feitling in England, return~
«d to Elgin, fold his plenithing and bcoks, made money
. o all, and tcok bis wife and children with him to England.

3 hus is this hcneft man croffed and compelled to flee his na-
tive country, and fettled calling, as ye may read before.

. Now the king is at York, and underftanding of the ge-
reral affembly’s letters written to divers perfons, as ye
beard before, and that the famen bred great encourage-
ment to the parliamentary faQion, thinking furely that all

. Scotland was with them, and upon their courfe ; this, I fay,
made them {o much the more bold, (ftanding on fuch terms
with the king as they did)and bred fome difcouragement to
the king’s followers and faithful {ubjeéts. However he
draws to a head, and was eftimate to be about 7000 dra-
gooners and 1400 foot, by and attour his trained bands,
with brave captains and commanders, having cannon, am-
munition, and all other provifion neceflary in great abun-
dance.

The parliament, on the other part, fits conftantly at
Weftminfter, by an eftablithed commiitee; diverfe of the
lords and members thereof rides frae the parliament to their
own countries, making up forces of men of war to bring
the haill kingdom under {ubjection, and to follow their opi-
nion by ftrong hand, as our covenanters did in the kingdem
of Scotland 5 and to this effect they ufed all means pofiible,
and cftablifhed a committee of war, without authority or
warrant of the king’s majefty. Yet it was faid the parlia-
ment was of great power and of better government, ready
to meet bim with difplayed banners.

Word came that the marquis of Hartford, keeper of the
young prince, was overthrown by the lord Brook ¢, one of
the rarliamentars, and was fled to one of his own caftles
frac the king’s fervice.

' About
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About this time a committee holden at Elgin upon the
roth, 11th, and 12th days of Auguft. The Jufhce depute,
the king’s advocate, and juftice clerk were there. The mar-
quis of Huntly, the earls of Murray and Findlater, the fhe-
riff of Murray, the laird of Grant, and divers were at this
committee, and fundry others abfent that thould have been
there ; their bufinefs was to take order with the Clangre-
gor, and'John Dugar, and other Highland lymmers, and
with their recepters. They fat down and fenced their courts
daily, albeit there was not a full quorum convened. The
poor country people are cited and accufed for receipt of thir
lawlefs lymmers, and giving of them meat, drink, and har-
boury. Theyanfwered, it was true, becaufe they durft not
deny them entertainment, for fear of their lives and {poilz-
ing of their goods. But no refpect was had to the good
reafon of thir poor bodies, but they were {everely fined and
punifhed for their reccipt, and the rafcals themfelves left
unpunithed orunfought for. Thus this committee diffolv-
ed, ilk ane to their own houfes, and upon the r4th of Au-
guft the juftice depute, the king’s advocate, and juftice
clerk, with their fervants, rode frac Elgin to Invernefs,
with little good to the country for their coming,

The earl Marifchal rides fouth again for fettling of his
cuftoms, whilk agreed, as ye may {ee hereafter, nothing to
his mind, and grievous to the burgh of Aberdeen.

About this time the lairds of Banf and ¥ overan, and
fome others, leave the kingdom and go to the king, where
they remained a while.

Ye have heard before of the king’s forces. He refolves
now to takes his march, and raife hisarmy, upon Monday
the 18th of Auguft, and go forward with difplayed ban-
ners, and fet up his {tandard at Nottingham, whilk cou-
rageoufly he did.

Prince Rupert his majefty’s nephew, bzing taken by the
emperor; and kept by the fpace of three years in fure cuf-
tody and keeping, is at this time by the emperor ranfom-
free put to liberty, who quickly takes journey towards his
uncle the king of Britain, where he was joyfully received,
and heartily made welcome, and as was faid, fent freely

by the emperor to our king to help him in thir troubles.
D 3 3 VTCH,
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Well, he is preferred, and made commander over the king’s
Yorfe. The earl of Crawford likewife comes to him; he
is made welcome, and created commander of the volun-
teers. 'The kingtakes order with the commiffioners of ar-
ray, through all the fhires and counties (whilk we call
aveaponfbavings ) he charges all manner of men to conveen
to his ftandard, conform to the Englifh laws, uader the
pain of treafon, and finding the pariiamentars difobeying
and nct coming to his {tandard, he forthwith caufed dif-
charge théir parliament, commanding them to rife up and
diflolve, and declared the earls of Lifex and Bedford, the
lord Brooke, and fome others, traitors.

On the other part, the earl of Effex, general of the horfe
forces, baftily draws to a head with a brave army, and
gave out that they had no purpofe againft the king himfelf,
baut only againft his counfellors, malignant and incendiary
perfons, (whoindeed were his majefty’s moft loyaland true
{ubjedts, biding by him moft faithfully in thirhis miferable
difirefles) and relolved to take them frae the king’s back -
per force, as they who were enemies to their ungodly and
~ treafonable procedure againft his facred majefty, feeking ta
defend his royal prerogative with their lives, lands, aand
goods, againft thir rebellious parliamentars.

Urpon the 23th of Auguft one Crighton, brotherger-
man to the laird of Frendraught, was unhappily flain at
- - by Adam Gordon, a young boy, with a piftol.
He was fon to James Gordon in Techil, of the folks of Cur=
ridon, and fervitor ta - - Urquhart of Crom-
bie. Duabar of Burgic, good brother to the laird of Fren-
draught, had drawn on a mceting betwixt Crombie and
Crighton, who then ftood not in good terms, where Mei-
drum of Iden was; but this meeting turned tragical, and
Crombie with his boy and Iden haftily fled the country,
and wan away fafely. :

Our gracicus king’s gcodnefs, is abufed, and daily
more and more provoked to wrath, by his diftoyal par<
lLiamentars ; for when firft his majefty was conditionally
content to recal his declarations of treafon, and take down
his flandard, now they will have him to quit his truc and
loyal fubjeéts, without whom he can have no being ; and

they
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they, with the earl of Straiford, put out of the gate: ther
the king fhould ftand alone, that they might do with him as
they pleafed. But his majefty more generoufly would protelt
and defend them the better, whom the parliament fought
to deftroy for his canfe, and held and maintained them
as his good fubjetts, who approved themlelves faithful in
the troubles which followed. Now the parliamentars muit -
rcbellionfly begin- at their hand to meddle with the king,
the queen, the youug prince, and all their rents; takes in
the thips royal ; they leave him nothingin property where-
on to live; his cafties and towers and firengths they take
frac him ; the prelates and their dependants, with the pa-
pifts and their lawful rents, they meddle with. Sothat in
effect this gracious king is robbed of all means, friends,
and moyan belonging to him; his queen, the young prince,
and of his worthy prelates; all done to him by his own
native and unnatural fubjefts, of purpofe to draw him per
force to their lawlefs opinion. Dut the Lord difappointed
their expectation, albeit his rents and revenues in Scotland
pertaining to him and his queen, was in like manner taken
frae him by his difloyal fubje&s, under pretence to pay their
debt, contracted in thir troubles, whilk they call the good
caufe. Notwithftanding of all thir grievous afflictions, he
raifes his ftandard as ye have heard before, at Nottingham,
not pafling 2000 men, -and as little money to pay them ;
however the Lord daily more and more proipers him, as ye -
may {ee hereafter. ]
Upon Sunday the 28th of Auguft, Mr. Andrew Cant
and Mr. John Ofivald, two of the ordinary minifters of A-
berdeen, gave the communion, the firft in the old kirk, and
the fecond in the new kirk. They gave the bread to one or
two neareft them, then the bafon by an elder was ftt before
the people down the board, and ilk man took his communi-
on bread with his own hand out of the bafon. The mini-
fter thereafter gave the cup to one on ilk fide fitting neareft
him, and {oilk communicant gave the eup to others, fitting at
the table, but not kneeling, as was ufed before, whereat fur-
dry people murmured and grudged, but could notamend ir,
Upon the 2gth of Auguft Dr. Guild, at his own Liandy
caufcd brake down the great caken joifts within the bithop’s
houfe,
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houfe, and tranfported them therefrae for reparation of the
college. Pitiful to fee fo glorious a building thus thrown
down by defpiteful foldiers, and then demolithed by doctors
of divinity ! this Dr. Guild being principal, began to preach
there, as ye have heard before, but about Lammmafs he be-
gan to weary, and left off any more preaching ; whereat his
auditors were nowife difpleafed ; for they had no pleafure
of his unfavoury fermons, the ftudents withing rather to be
at their leffons, and the town’s people at their work, than
hearing him.

About the laft of Auguft, thelaird of Haddo came home
frae England knighted. He brought with him {ome dainty
horfes. |

Upon the 2d day of September lady Henrietta Stuart,
marchionefs of Huntly, departed this life in France, and was
buried in her mother’s grave at Lyons: a virtuous reverend
lady, born in France, and married in Scotland, where fhe
bare her honourable bairn-time, and in her widowhood
and old age, by cruelty of the kirk, for her religion is forc-
ed to fice her country, and go into France, where the died,
as faid is. Her eldeft fon the marquis fucceeded to her life-
rent lands of the Bog and plough lands 5 a matter of about .
{fix{core chalders victual, and a good help to his diftreffed
cftate; but had no more but the chamberlainry thereof.

The earl Marifchal is forced by plain moyan to fet Sir
‘William Dick five years tack of the cuftoms of Aberdeen
and Banff, and that for payment of 12000 merks, and a tun -
of French wine, whilk tack the faid fir William Dick pre-
fently fets to Patrick Lefly, provoft, in fubtack, and he ob-
liged him to relieve him ofthe tack-duty at the earl Marie
{chal’s hands. Thus (fuch was the iniquity of the time)
Patrick Lefly gets thir cuftoms, againft the noble eark
and all his enemies in Aberdeen, whereat many marvelled.
It was faid he gave the carl quietly rooo. dollars for his
overfight to this five years tack ; however the earl had ten
years tack to run (unfet) after expiration of the faid five
years tack, for he had gottcn a 15 years tack in all.

Upon Tuefday the 6th of September, Mr. John Gregory
minifter at Drumoak, at the vifitation of the kirk of New

Aberdeen, teached moft learnedly upon the fourth verfe of
the
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the fecond chapter of the Coloffians, and reprehended the
order of our kirk, and new-brought in points. Mr. An- .
drew Cant, fitting befide the reader, as his ufe was, offend-
ed at this dotrine, quickly clofed the reader’s book, and
laid down the glafs before it was run, thinking the minifter
fhould the fooner make an end ; but he beheld and preach--
ed half an hour longer than the time, Sermon being ended,
the brethren conveen to their vifitation, where Mr. Andrew
Cant impunged this doétrine, defiring the {aid Mr. John to
putthe fame in write. He anfwered, he would not only
write, but priat his preaching, if need fo required, and abide
by all that he had teached, as orthodox doétrine. - The
brethren heard all, and had their own opinions, but with-
out any more cenfure they diffolved, fomewhat perturbed
with Cant’s curiofity. Upon Thurfday he railed outin his
fermon againft the faid Mr. John Gregory’s dotrine, and
on Sunday likewife. At laft, by mediation of the town’s
baillies, at a cup of wine, they two were agreed, and {ettled
with finall credit to Cant’s bufinefs. 4

There came word to Aberdeen, that the Englith and
Scots covenanters refidingin Ireland were pitifully diftre(~
ed, fpoiizied of their goods, and reft of their lives.  After
general Lefly’s going into the country the native Irithes de-
clared they would lay down arms at the king’s feet, but not
to the Scottifh and Englith rebels.

Upon the forefaid 6th of September the mafter of Lo-
vat, now come from his marriage with general Lefly’s fe-
cond daughter, came with her'to Aberdeen, having her el-
deft brother the lord of Balgouny, the lord Elcho, Sir John
Ruthven, and fome othersin company. They got the barn-
quet frae the town, and little thanks given therefore. They
rode to the laird of Frendraught’s houfe, whofe eldeft fon
had been married to an clder daughter of the faid general
Lelly’s, now earl of Leven; but fhe departed this life thort-
ly, leaving an conly daughter behind her. There they were
well entertained ; from that they rode to Murray to the
lotd Lovat’s houfe, and from that the Highland gate re-
urned to Edinburgh.

About this time there came in quietly to Aberdeen one
called Othro Ferrendail, an Irifhman, and a fkinaer to his

catling,
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calling, favoured by Mr. Andrew Cant, and by his moyan
admitted freeman. He was trapped for preaching on the
night in fome houfes of the town before their families, with
clofe doors, noturnal doétrine or Brownifme, as was faid,
of whom ye may read more hereafter.

About the roth of September the earl of Irvine, lawful
brother to the marquis of Argyle, taking up a regiment for
France, came to the marquis of Huntly, his own good bro-
ther, who was well entertained in Strathboggie, and got 40
foldiers frae him to help his regiment. From that he came
to Aberdeen, and was blythly banqueted ; his foldiers were
fhipped here at Aberdeen, under the conduct of licutenant
‘Blair, and thereafter other men were fhipped for his regi-
ment, with lieutenant colonel Gordon, brother to the laird
of Abergeldie. :

Saturday the 1oth of September, George Thomfon,
mafter mafon, new come frae Strathboggie to Aberdeen,
fuddenly fell over Thomas Thomfon’s {tair, and with the
fall became {peechlefs and fenfelefs, and departed this life
upon the Thurfday thereafter. An excellent mafon, of
fingular device; he builded fundry brave buildings ; among
‘the reft-he re-edified the fteeple of the College kirk of Old
Aberdeen. "

About the fame time Thomas Urquhart, chirurgeon in
Aberdeen (being drunk) fell over William Watfon’s ftair in
the Nether-kirk-gate of Aberdeen, about feven hours at
even, and immediately departed this life, being carried
home to his own houfe. Pitiful accidents in this good
caufe!

» Upon Sunday the 11th of September, and Wednefday
thereafter, a faft was folemnly kept in both Aberdeens, and
through all the churches of Scotland, by direétion of the
General Aflembly, as ye have before. 'The motives were,
firft, the troubles berwixt the king and the parliament of
Lngland. Secondly, to pray for uniformity in ‘religion,
doltrine, and difcipline, through England, Scotland, and
Ireland. Thirdly, for fettling all malcontents in Scot-
land, that we may live in peace. Fourthly, for fair wea-
ther, to ingather the fruits of the ground. This faft was
folemnly kept in both Aberdeens on Sunday and \Vedr(llef-

2y
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day thereafter, and in new Aberdeen, fo precifely, that no
booth-door durft be opened on Wednefday till both fore-
noon and afternoon’s fermon were ended that day.

Tuefday the 20th of September, Mr. Alexander Scrog-
gie younger exercifed here very learnedly in Old Aberdeen
before the prefbytery, to his great commendation. He was
preferred to be minifter at Forglen, albeit depofed from his
being regent in the college of Old Aberdeen, as ye have
heard before. Mr. \Villiam Scroggie, his brother, there~
after exercifed likewife learnedly.” 1t is faid at this time
the prefbytery found it expedient, that baptifm fhould be
given upon any day, as well as on a preaching day, when
the bairns were weak, contrary to the opinion of Mr. An-
drew Cant and his affociates.

Ye heard before how Dr. Guild took down the fair
oaken joifts out of the bithop’s houfe ; now about this time
he likewife caufes tirr and take off the flates off of thir
houfes, and carried them down to theek.a fong fchool,
newly made up by him, of an houfe within umqubhile Bernard
Innes’s clofe; he canfed break down beds, boards, and o-
ther fine wainfcot timber work, and brought them down to
the college, to be employed there at his pleafure. He alfo
tirred the latrons in the college, whereby the ftudents had
not {uch natural eafement as before, whereupon followed,
in defpitd of him, that both the ftairs, chamber dcors, and
clofe, were nightly abufed ; yet fome time after this it was
theeked again.

About this time the earls of Dunfermling, Kianoul,
Airlie, the lairds of Banff, Foveran, and divers others,
came home frae England. The laird of Banff' was made
lord Banff, and at the fame time the young laird of Fren-
draught was made vifcountof . . lord Crighton; but
his father would not change his ftyle, but be called laird.

‘Wednefday the 28th of September, being Michael-even,
Patrick Leily, a {trong covenanter, was chofen provoft of
Aberdeen, Mr. Robert Farquhar, John Lefly, Thomas
Mortimer, and Alexander Jaffray, baillies for an year. Sir
Alexander Irvine of Drum fheriff principal of Aberdeen,
and Thomas Frafer of Strichen fheriff principal of Inver-

nels, by commiffion.

About
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Abont this time Sir John Lefly, eldeft fon to the deceaft
laird of Wardhoufe, came home out of Germany, but his
father’s fair cftate was delapidated, and little or nothing left
him wherenpon to live, fo that he behoved to fhift for
himfelf, and went fouth to Edinburgh.

Sunday the fecond of O&ober Alexander Sandifon, mef~
fenger, fwore and fubfcribed the covenant after fermon in
Old Aberdeen, in prefence of the conureganon, compelled
thereto againft his will.

Ye heard before how his ma_;eftyh 1d raifed his ftandard
at Nottingham, with about 2000 men, and very fcant of
* monics, as was reported, pitiful to behold ! ilk day news
coming to Aberdcen, fometimes of the king’s vitories,
whereat his true fubjeéts rejoiced, otherwife that the par-
liameatars were vitorious, whereat the puritans and their
faCion avowedly rejoiced ; but when they heard of the
king’s vi¢torics, they dropped like dead upon the caufey.

‘Word came to Aberdeen about the 275th of September,
how prince Rupert had taken in Worcefter, after a brave
fight. General Lflex advancing towards them, fent fome
troops to keep the gates, and fome horfemen of his lifeguard,
but they made a foul retreat. There were 7co parliamen-
tarians killed, four colours, and divers prifoners taken,
but ore colonel Sands did oppofe prince Rupert manfully,
whereby alfo fome of the king’s men were killed and fore
hurt. After this vitory there flocked daily out of all
fhires many of his good fubjetts, whereby he was now

'growmg to an head, and had his army both of horfe and
foot in good order and pofture.

About this time Marfhal Ruthven, with fome Dutch
commanders, came frae Germany and landed in England ;
he offered his fervice to his majefty, was well l‘CCClVCd and
did him fingular fervice.

About this time there were fent to the Englifh parliament
the carl of Caflilis, the lord Maitland, Sir Archibald John-
fton laick ‘elders, Mr. Alexander Hendcrfon, Mr. Robert
Douglas, Mr. George Gilielpie, minifter at Ldinburgh,
Mr. Samuel Ratherford minifter ar St. Andrews, Mr.
Eleazer Borthwick minifter at to treat upon u-
nifcymity in religion and church government, as was {po-

ken tefore in the parhament-p"tfraoes
: Now
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Now the king marches for London. General Efiex re-
folves to give him baitle bzfore he come there; both ar-
mies went on in others\ﬁﬂ‘xt to Kenton near Banbury,
where there was a large plain field fit for the purpofe.
The king goes to council of war, refolves to fight on Sun-
day againft his will, faying, Then fince it is fo, let God
fight his own battles upon his own day.

Thereafter, while as his majefty was riding up the fore-
front or head of the army, and immediately before he join-
ed batile, he madea fpeech, and commanded the 7t11 pfalm
(much to the purpofP

e) to be publicly fung, to the great |

Joy of his foldiers, who threw their caps in the air, crying |

out, God fave the king ! forward! forward!

Whereupon his majefty gave order to charge; prince

Rupert commaading the right wing, Felt Marfhal Ruth-
ven the left wing, and the earl of Lmdfay the main battle.
Prince Rupert at the firft charge routed the enemy’s left
wing, and Ruthven fhortly after (tho’ with fome more
difficulty) did the fame to their right wing, and both pur-
fuing the chace left the main battle naked, fo as the {tand-
ard bemg in the van of the king’s foot, hwmg long fuftain-
ed the;haill of the enemy’s force, and born down with
numbers, there was killed to the king the earl of Lindfay,
the lord Aubigny, Sir Edward Varwein ftandard bearer,
and the ftandard taken, but quickly regained by a private
man called Smith, who was made thereafter the king’s
ftandard-beareri n all fields, and créated the frft bannerct
in all England, and kpighted for this pxcye of fervice. Di-
vers other brave gentlemen Dbeflides were killed and cruelly
wounded, and fundxy taken prifoners, fuch as the lord
Wllloughby, fon to the faid earl of Lindfay, genéral of
.the foot army, colonel William Vavafour, and others. It
is faid, after the taking of the ﬁandard, the king with
his refene came courageoufly forward, and recovered the
fame, by means of the faid Smith. By this time prince
Rupert and Ruthven returned frae the chace, which if they
had not followed fo far, the {tandard had not been taken,
and the enemy had been utterly overthrown.  But thortly
after their return, the enemy was routed, and all defeat-
cd, the king himfelf being approved for his valiancy and
.V ol.IL vy courage
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~ courage, to the great joy of his army, whom he was !hll
exhorting ; and of the mght had not come on, his.una-
jefty’s army had cut them all off. Effex fled to the caftle
of Warwick. . There was killed to him above 5000 men,
and 27 co’ours, 26 cornets of horfemens colours, eleven
pieces of great ordnance, and thirty waggons full of am-
munition was taken. There were killed to the king about
2000 men, befides the perfons above mentioned. It is
faid, the king led on his troops very fair, and efcaped
the fhot of a cannon, within a yard, flill crying, ¢ Fight
| for God and the King, and the proteftant religion, and’
[iGod will fight for you.” 'The commanders behaved them-
ielves bravely; Sir Thomas Auftinc wan much honours;
the earl of Crawford and Edward Syrton, whofe regi-
ment was laft in the field, whercof his majefty took fpecial
notice. 'This battle was fought upon Sunday the 23d of
October, in a morning, upon a fair muir of heather be-
twixt Banbury and London. It is faid, before this battle
his majefty went from Shrewsbury, and paft by the earl

- of Lffex, who being advertifed, followed with all dili-

" gence, f{o that the two armies came in fight of one an-

other the famen Sunday morning, and the king and all his .
army ftood in battle array the haill night after the battle.
Upon the morrow his majefty went firft to Banbury town,
where my lord Peterberough (who fled) had a regiment
againft the King for the parliament, and who alfo refufed
his majefty entrance within the town; he therefore canfed
thoot an ordnance over the town, whereupon the mayor
and others came forth.  His majefty gave them all, young
and old, quarter for their lives, but gave the pillage of
the town to his foldicrs ; “then his majefty paft to the lord
Sey’s houfe, himfelf being abfent, and his lady being
brought out, fhe went {afely, but her houfe was pillaged.
'Thelord Saint John, a great man for the parliament, was
likewife in this battle killed.

The king went then to Oxford, where he was moft joy-
fully received -with univerfal 1cclam'mo'15 There was
brought in before him, all the colours and cornets, in tri-
umph of vi%tory  His majefty direéted the moft part of
his horfe to a place on the Thames called T'eavly, twenty-

five
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five miles from London, and feat Sir Johkn Barrow with
a proclamation to the citizens of London and Weftmin-
fter, with pardon to all (28 perfons who chiefly did op-
pofe the king, only exceped) npon provifion they would
yield and come in to his majefty, and that they would nei-
ther aid nor 2fift Effex with men, money nor plate.  After
this Felt Marfhal Ruthven is preferred to be general of
the king’s foot array, in place of the late carl of Lindlay
now deceafed. Great numbers of people frae all cor-
ners of the country, daily after this battle, came unto the
King.

It is faid, that Effex fent about 16 couriers or pofts itk
ane after another to London, to fhew the parliament his bad
fuccefs, whereat they were {o afraid, that they left Wefltmin-
fter, where the parliament fat, and wentinto the city of Lon-
don for more fecurity, being a mile diftant therefrae ; they
fhortly went away and meddled with the king’s third fon
the duke of Gloucefter and his fifter, in company with the
lady Roxburgh their fofter-mother, and placed them in the
marquis of Worcefter’s houfe'in Broad-ftreet of London,
now pertaining to the lord Crighton. They caufed beat
down Windfor bridge, with fome others, to ftop theking’s
paflage, alfo Kingfton bridge. They dréw a ditch about
Hyde-park, to hold off his forces 5 and thus all England is
in an uproar, whilk I pray God to fettle in peace, to the
fhame and confufion of the plotters, projetars and devifers
of this ungodly, unkindly, and unnatural war, to his own
glory, and honour of his fervant our king, who daily more
and more is provoked to wrath and anger by his difobedi-
ent and difloyal fubjetts! 3

Upon the 3d Tuefday and 18th of O&ober, the provin-
cial affembly fat down in the feffion-houfe of the kirk of
New Aberdeen. Dr. Guild our principal was chofen mo-
derator, to continue, as ufe is, to the next provincial affem-
bly. Mr. David Lindfay parfon of Belhelvie, laft modera-
tor. The depofed Dr. Scroggie preached upon the morn,
by appointment of the prefbytery, and being thereafter con-
fured by the brethren is found faulty in fome points.  1ft,
Yor not praying for the diftreffed kirk and'ftate of Ireland.
2dly, For alledging, that no innovations could be brought

2 : j in
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in'by fubje& either in church or policy, againft the will
and authority of a monarch ; but, this paft quickly \Vlt]lOUt
more din.

Mr. Thomas Mitchel, parfon of Turriff, b being accufed
foradultery in the laft provineial '\ﬂ'fmb]),as ye have heard
before, produced before the committee appointed for his
trials here, famous teftimonials, under the 1ubfcr1ptlcns of

. the provoft, bailiies, minifter and reader of Couper of Fife.

"Thefe wemen in their own prefence had fworn quite con-
trary to their firlt depofition, and that they were perfuaded
and enticed to make up that flander. "The teftimonials
were found fu(ﬁcxenl, and béfides they took him deeply
fworn upon his i innocence, ‘whercupon he was '1bfohed
frae the {fcandal, and found a good bairn.

Great bufnef'o about Brownifm in the affembly, ]'lte‘ly
crept into Aberdeen. and other parts in the country, pr'tc-
tifed by William Maxwell, Thomas Pont, and Othro Fer—
rendale, pxeachmo in fome houfes upon the night, as, was
alledged. DMr. John Rofs, mmlﬂer at Birfe, was complanu-
ed upon, 2nd ‘Gilbert. Gordon, appearand of Tilliefrofkle,
that he, his wife, childrén and fervants and haill famuy
had difhaunted his parifh kirk of Birfe, and had his dévo-
tion morning and evening within his dwel]mg-houf‘e. He
being cony eened appeared and anfwered for himfelf, -and
faid it' was trua Whilk the minifter had fpoken ; and fur-

lﬂcr declared, that the rehglon he profefled was the only

true rehglon, whereupon they demanded him of cértain
points. of religion, whereupon ke made his own anfwer, no-
wife to the contentment of the brethren; and therefere
they ordained his minifter to procefs and excommunicate
him, in cafe of difobedience. Sundry town{men of this
feé are fufpetted. Mr. Andrew Cant and Mr. John Of-
wald were thought no great diflikers of it; for by the faid
Mr. Andrew’s moyan, Ferrendale was made fn.cm'm, as
ye have heard before. In the end, the brethren appoint-
ed a committee of a minifter and ruhng elder out of ilk pa-
rith of this prefbytery of Aberdeen, to conveen at Aber-
deen the Sth of November next, for trying thir matters.

Mr. William Wedderburn, hte‘lv depofed frae the kirk

of Betheluie, having made his repentance to the full, gets
now
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aow overfight to teach and preach here and there, but
would not admit him to ferve the cure of any kirk. * Yet
the general affembly reponed him to any kirk he could pro-
cure.’ 5o g J
"This aflembly direted Mr. Robert Reid, parfon at Ban-
chory, and Mr. William Strachan minifter at Old Aber-
deen, to go and confer with Dr. Forbes profeffor; butthe
brethren had no fruit of this conference, whereupon they
fent over again to his own houfe in Old Aberdeen Mr. An-
drew Cant and Mr. John Ofwald, two of the minifters of
Aberdeen, with the faid Mr., William Strachan ; they de-
fire him to fwear and fubfcribe the covenant, whereby he
might keep his own place; whercunto he anfwered (as
was reported) he could not fubfcribe the covenant, where-
in epifcopacy was abjured, but thought bifhops lawful and
neceffary in the church, being able and honeft men ; but be-
ing found faulty and unworthy, to remove them, and put
better men in their places, but thonght it not expedient to
take away their places : further, that private baptifin to dy-
ing babes was neceffary and lawful: thar the giving com-
munion to fick perfons, lying on death'bed, was lawful and
neceflary 3 and to give it to heall perfons in the kirk, kneel-
ing in modeft manner, was not unlawful. Thir and the
like heads were among them at their confercnces ; where-
unio the forefaid minifters anfwered, theylooked for a bet-
ter anfwer, and faid, they fonnd nothing but that he was
averfe and contrary to the new reformation ; and thereforc
would deal no more with him, but report his anfwers to
the committee of the General Affembly holden at Edin-
burgh, becaufe he difapproved their new reformation. IHe
anfwered, he underftood not fuch reformaticns as bred de-
ftruttion of the country, and daily brought in grievous fins
and offences before the almighty God, fuch as fhedding of
innocent blood, murder, ‘theft, rapine, plundering, {poil-
ing, and robbing of honeft men’s goods, blafphemy, tyran-
ny, adultery, perjury,lying, fwearing, and many other griev-
ous fins with uplifted hands without punithment. The
conference being ended, they dined together at his defire
in Mr. Thomas Lefly’s houfe, where he then lodged ; they
return to the brethren the do&or’s anfwers; wherenpon
. E 3 " * they



$& HISTORY OF THE

they fent the faid Mr. John Ofwald to the committee of the

General Affembly holden at Edinburgh, with his anfwers §

but they faid, let the provincial affembly take order with -
him and his place bath, as moft incumbent on them. Thus

Ofwald comes back with his anfwer, and Dr. Forbes’ place

ftill vakes. .

"This affembly ordained here morning and évening family
prayer in ilk man’s houfe, under the pain of cenfure. Ik
minifter declared this ordinance out of the pulpit through
this province or diocefe; and having clofed their bufinefs
upon Triday the 21ft of O&tober, after the dfternoon’s meet-
ing they diffolved.

The fame 18th of Oftober Alexander Gordon of BirfL
moir was married to Ifobel Lefly, daughter to Patrick Lef~ -
" ly provoft of Aberdeen, in the kirk thereof, by Mr. Ofwald
minifter. The lord Gordon coming from the South to -
Strathboggie, the lord Saltoun and the lord Kilpont, mect
all there by chance, and convoyed thir parties, with many
other friends and towafmen to their wedding. They got
good chear, and upon the 25th of O&ober he brought over
his wife to his own houfe in the Oldtown, where there was
a goodly infare. y

QOur chancellor, as was faid, caufed about 30 of our
Scots captains and commanders go di{guifed to the Englifh
parliament. They fhipped at Leith, for none durft go by
land, without the king’s pafs and parliament’s both.

Diverfe foul and flthy pamphlets were daily ‘printed and
difperfed through the land, tending partly to the difgrace of
the king, and partly to the anfwering thefe pamphlets in
difgraceful and fhameful manner, as they deferved.

Upon Monday the lalt of O¢tober, Sir Gilbert Menzies
of Pitfoddels at the Crabftane hurt John Forbes of
Lefly in the leg, by a thot; the.rc was on both fides about
11 piftols fhot, but none got fkaith but Lefly. There was
fome old grudge betwixt them; for Leily’s father killed Pit-
foddels geodfire’s brother unworthily; likewife there was
fome controverfy betwixt themfelves about a mofs, where
John Forbes of Lefly broke tryft, having appointed to have
fettied the fame ; after which they chanced to mcet, Lefly
coming to the town, and Pitfoddels going out; they m:dt

an,
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snd paffed by without falutation. Pitfoddels taok it un-
kindly, and purfues, betwixt whom fundry fhots were
fhot. - However they parted, and both came into town,
Pitfoddels to' his’own houfe, and Lefly to Mr. Robert
Farquhar’s houfe.” He lay under cure while January 1643,
and then began to walk upon a ftaff feebly, and not found-
ly healed ; this good caufe brought in the bearing and wear-
ing of guns, whilk bred mickle forrow and mifchief in this
Lmd

Upon Friday, Wednefday and Saturday, thir three days
weekly, Mr. Andrew Caht, Mr. John Ofwald ‘and Mr.
John Row, minifter at Aberdeen, began their nizht about
inftead of evening prayers, to le¢ture leffons chlcﬂybrought
in by this Cant ; no honeft perfon durft be abfent from thir
new-begunleftures, but were rebuked and ¢ried outag‘nnﬁ
whereby they thought tlm ferv 1ce was thraldome on wo
days.

)Upcn the 1ft of November our fovereign Iord s feffion
fat down in Edinburgh for adminiftration of Juﬁ‘c ¢, and
fat Deaceably 3 praife be'to.God. ! f

About the sth of November, in 4 feaman’s houfe in Pe-
terhead was heard upon the mght beating of drums, other
times founding of trumpets, playing of pipes, and ringing
of bells, tothe nﬂom(hme-n of the hearers; a token of trou-
bles foxlowmg

Upon the Sth of November the vifcount of I‘nndraur’rht
lord C"xghtoq, was married with Irvine, daugh*cx -
to the laird of ‘Drum, at the kirk of Drumoak. His fa-
ther was not at this marriage, and would not be called
lord or vifcount, but held limfelf with the name of laird;
he wuas before married with general Lefly’s daugh*e‘ Ny
who died fhortly thereafter, leaung a daughter behind

About this tinic word came that the king of Denmuark -
had fent to our king hisowr {iftér’s fon, feine ammunition,
‘powder, and ball, and moncy, with fome captains-and co-
manders, to his great joy.

Saturday the 1gth of November about nine hours at
even, there fell curan high eaft wind, with monftrous rains,
which continned - till qundav at 12 hours. 'The ftorm

came
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came out of the fouth-caft and eaft; a {hip coming frae
Norway with timber, loft her maft, and was driven on
thire; the men were all faved, praifed be God. The
wind fell, but the rains continued till Monday at nine hours
in the morning. Great ftorms and tempefts followed,
whereby there was great fkaith by fea, and fundry fhips
perithed upon our coafts betwixt Montrofe and Dundee,
and upon the coaft fide of Fife.

Now about this time the king makes the earl of New-
caftle his licutenant general betwixt the river of Trent in
England and the river of Tweed in Scotland ; with full
power to raife’and prefs all manner of men, within thefe
bounds, who haftily levied out of Weftmorland, Cumber-
land, Northumberland, and the bifthop:iick of Durham, z.
bout 14,000, whereof 4000 was papifts, as was alledged.
Thir were the firft papifts that role in the king’s fervice,
not in their default, but that his majefty employed them
not, for fear of fufpicion of the parliament’s outerying a-
gainft him, as they did indeed ; but his majelty anfwered,
that he craved not their help; nor could they look for any
more benefit at his hands, than they had by the eftablifhed
laws of thelkingdom in the days of queen Elizabeth and
K. James his father, whilk with all rigour he .was con
tent fhould ‘be profecute againft them; and to that ef-
fe& that he had (for faving himfelf from fufpicion) fent out
his proclamations; but this anfwer could no wife fatisfy the
humour of the parliamentars, but taking advantage of the
king’s proclamations, they immediately fent cut other pro-
clamations, giving liberty to all papifts who would come in
to help and affift them, to repeal whatloever acts made a-
gainft them in any king or queen’s time, whercupon the
papifts flocked in daily to the parliament in great numbers.
"The king hearing of this order, faid, « Well, fecing the

arliament has given way to receive the papifts againft the
law, to fightagainft me, why then thould I refufe their fer-
vice, who freely offer the fame unto me, and that notwith-
ftanding of the proclamations fet out by me againft them 27
whereupon he refolves to make all papifts welcome that
come unto him, and truly fundry and many came in to
him, whercby he had great help and comfort, and who
were
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troubles. ' . : -

Now the earl of Newcaftle raifes his army, and goes to-
wards Yorkfhire, for réprefling of. certain rebels, who had
promifed to the king to bé his true fervaats, and had fallen
from their obédiencc; ‘and had taken part with the parlia-
mentars. SAR0ORD M3 AN, VSRR Il >

Upon Tuefday the 22d ‘of November, the marquis of
Huiitly ¢ame into ‘Aberdeen, ‘with<the lord Gordon and
the lord Aboyne his two fons, and fundry other friends.
e was lodged in'tkipper Anderfon’s houfe, and was ferv-
ed by his own'domeftics, who boaght his mieat, and made
it ready to him. * "The oceafion of his coming to town was
faid to be upon fome aitercations Betwixt the marquis-and
the lord Gordon, firice the writing of a contractin Edin-
“burgh betwixt them,‘ anent the'difpofition.of the marquis’
haill lands, rents, and liviiig, for yearly payment to him-
felf of tén thoufand Merks/in fiiverrent, that the lord Gor-
don fhould have fix thonfand merks of yearly rent, and the
“Jord Aboyne to have five thoufand merks of 'yearly rent,
with the boarding 5 the marquis to keep Strathboggic, and .
his houfe in the Oldtown, to dwellinto, and the lord Got-
don to have all the reft; but the lord Gordon not'to have
power to fell heritably any of his eftate, without his conlent,
and other honourable friends, fpecially condefcended upon.
How all ended, was kept fecret.  Ie rode out of Aber-
deen upon'the sth of Decembeér, and went to Strathboggie ;
'during the time he was in Aberdeén' he got no bon-accord
drunken to him in wine; whéther it was refufed, or not of-
fered, I cannottell. The lord Aboyne followed his father
home upon the gth of December.

Report paft, that the king of Denmark had fent an am-
baffador (with Crowner Cochran, who was firft again{t the
king, but row returned his true man) to treat of peace be-
twixt the king and parliament ; but before their coming to
England, the parliamentars had petitioned the king for ac-
commiodation of peace, but no ceffation frae war; and in
the meantime, before his majefty returned anfwer, they fent
down fix barks or cabarrs, full of ammunition, powder,
ball, and other furniture, with fix chefts full of filver, and

a
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a compaiy of brave foldiers, and under this treaty to have
gone down the Thames, (becaufe they durft not go by land)
and to have taken in ‘one of the king’s own houfes called .
Kingfton, a {ftrong hold, to have manned the fame, and kept
their commodities fafe frae peril ; but his maju{ty being ad-
vertifed thereof, fent three pieces of cannon to the Thames-
fide, where they fhot and funk thir cabarrs to the fea bot-
‘tom, men and all, one whereof being fhot at, the bullet
lighted on a powder puncheon, fired the fhip, and blew
fhip, men, and all into the air.

Ye heard how the aforefaid ambaflador came ; thereafter
he went firft to the king, {yne to the parliament, where he
and Cochran were both evil intreated, and both warded
whereat the ambaffador cried out, {aying, it was againft the
law of nations to be fo ufed : atlaft he is put to liberty, and
Cochran detained ; but how he was relicved, or what ef-
fe&t this embafly took, I cannot tell.

The kingis now lying atSouthampton, and his men quar-
tered here and there through the country, where they might
be belt accommodated., Prince Rupert is lying at Bren-
ton 3 now the lord Hellifly, captain of the red regiment of
the parliamentars, rencountered with him, but prince Ru-
pert cut them all to pieces, and right {wa drefled another
regiment called the green or blue regiment, coming to af-

Aift the red regiment, to thegreat grief of the parliamentars,
being two of the choiceft regiments both of horfe and foot
which they had.  After.this fight, which was in the faid
month of November, prince Rupert returns vi&torioufly to
his own quarters ; Effex in the meantime comes out of Lon-'
don with the body of his. haill army, and being on his
march he is advertifed, how thir two regiments are clean
defeat and deftroyed, whereat, fore moved, he halts and
ftays, thinking prince Rupert might haply follow his vic-
tory and meet him 3 but getting word that he was marched
to his quarters back again, he marched no further on, but re-
turned to London.

After this prince Rupert receives orders to go for Kent-
fhire, to reprefs fome rebellions there. 'The earl of War-
wick was direCted by the parliamentars, to join with Sic
John Hotham younger, and refift the king, ard defend the

country
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country wherever they came; but good prince Rupert en-
counters thir two champions, defeated and routed them-
felves and their foldiers.  He got f{ix or feven trunks full
of money, with their haill cannon and baggage.

Here it is to be noted, no humiliation, praxie, nor thank{-
giving, falting, nor prayer, nor worfhip given to God,
within any Scottith church, notwithftanding of thir great
unlooked-for vitories; but we were deaved with fafting,
praying and praifing, when general Lefly was in the fields,
as ye have heard before, but now no word for the king’s vic-
tories, for his fafety and prefervation ; marvellous to beheld!

Upon the laft day of November, general Lefiy returned,
bag and baggage, frae Ireland to Edinburgh, leaving ma~-
jor Monro behind him with his army in garrifon.

Now remember, the marquis of Hamilton, the king’s
dear coufin and greatefl minion, has left him, for all his fa-
vours, riches and honour his majefty conferred upon him;
and in thir his grievous troubles he comes cunningly into
Scotland, {ports and paffes his time, and lets the king (with-
out his good council, help and furtherance, whilk belong-
ed him truly) to do for himfelf with great labour, night-
watching, trouble, and travel. But if this marquis has
proven faithful to his majefty, it may hereafter be feen.
Always about the down fetting of the feflion he comes in-
to Rdinburgh, takes up ho afe in the king’s own palace of
Holy-rood-houfe, keeps caretully ilk council day, where
the chancellor himfelf, the marquis of Argyle, the lord
Balmerinoch, and fome others, guided or mifguided this
miferable kingdom. Ilk ane had their own fecret moyan
and intelligence. The marquis of Hamilton had his bro-
ther the earl of Lanerk, fecretary to the king’s council of
Scots at court, and daxly with his majefty, by whom he had
good intelligence 5 always nightly and fecretly thir lords
had their mectings and conferences as occafion offered.

Dame Elizabeth Gordon, lady Wardhoufe, (thercafter
lady Cluny) departed this life at the town of Durham in
England, where the and thelaird of Cluny her hufband had
their refidence at the time actually dwelling. She died of a
cancer, whilk was in one of her paps, and begun two years
before, Tt eat up and confumed her through the bowels,

as



60 HISTORY OF THE

as was faid. She died upon the fecond day of December,
and was buried honeftly out of her own native foil. A
woman of fufpeted chaflity, and thought over familiar
with Sir Alexander Gorden, laird of Cluny forefaid, this
many years bygone, in her hufband’s time, and thought an
evil inftrument to the down-throwing of both their fair and
Hourifhing eftates, yet few were their life days in their fe-
cond marriage, ‘being but married not long ago, as you
haze heard before. ! )

There came from England. to Edinburgh, as was faid,
an hundred and ten thoufand pounds fterling, for the mid-
fummer term of brotherly afliftance, 1642, conform to aéts
of parliament.’  Others faid it but 20,000 pounds fterling,
to pay our merchants for the vi€tual tran{ported to Ireland.
‘Sir William Dick, Sir Jobn Smith, and: Sir William Gray,
burgefles of Edinburgh, and Mr. Robert Farquhar burgefs
of-Aberdeen, looked to have gotten payment for their vic-
tual and other expences, but they got none, do what they
could, to their great mifcontentment.

Report pafly that the eftates of Holland fent to the par-
liament of England, craving an unien with them ; and that
the prince of Orange, for favouring our king his own ally,
was now in disfavour with the eftates. ¢

Ye heard before of the earl of Netvcaftle, how he had’
raifed arms, and fuppreft the rebels of Yorkfhire viétori-
oufly. - He'hears now-how Sir John Hotham younger (a
fore enemy tothe king) was plundering and killing his loyal
fubje€ts wherever he came; wherefore, Newcaftle  feeks
to find him out. “Hotham hearing this, refolves to crofs
his way, by intaking of a pafs or bridge, which Newcaitle
behoved to march by but this Hotham is manfully dung
frae this pafs, and fhamefully routed therefrae into Hull,
out of the which, if there had not iffued fome 6o or 8o
horfemen for his refcue, he had then been killed., . New-
caftle being weary in the chace, and feeing him efcape,
wifely founded the retreat. Brye :

Young Hothem again takes the feld, with about 6000 .
men; Newcaftle has about  ro,c00  men, and goes to
feek him out ; but Hotham fecing his enemy inore in num-
ber, entrenchied himfelf crafiily, and bigged up a fconce

i ftrongly
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Rrongly for his defence. Newcaftle effays to get him out,
but could not, without great lofs of men, whereupon he
began to batter the fconce. In the meantime Hotham
quietly by an unfeen way convoys himfelf and his men
fafely away, Newcaftle ftill battering with cannon while
they were all fafely gone, bag and baggwge, without any
fkaith, or the lofs of a man.

Now the parliament of England had their own ways to
move us to raife arms in Scotland againft cur fovereign
lord the king, for their help and affiftance, founded upon a
pretended aét of pacification ; and to this effe€t write with
the earl of Lindfay to our council, who declared by the
way to his majefty, that he had fuch commiffion from the,
parliament to Scotland, which commiffion, they having oc-
cafion of his being beﬁdc them in England, they earneftly
defired him to carry; declaring alfo the chief points of
controver{y betwixt his majefty and them were about four
in number. 1ft, That his majefty would ratify and ap-
prove their acts of parliament. 2d, Prefbyterian govern-
ment, without bithops or their dependents. 3d. Anin-
diftion of a general aﬁ'embly 4th, That fuch as they
called incendiaries and malignant perfons about his ma-
jefty, (who indeed were his faithful and loyal fubjects)
fhould be fent in by him to the parliament, to fuffer dif-
grace, indignity, punithing of their perfons, and plunder-
ing their eftates, at their will and pleafure, as was done
by them heretofore to the noble ear! of Stafford, never
enough to be deplored. ' Now let the indifferent reader
judge whether or not thefe articles were reafonably craved
either frae the nature or hinds of a king, whereunto
his majefty would in no wife condefcend, except that he
granted to the indiction of a general affembly to be holden
at London the sth of November, where epifcopacy and
the book of Common Prayer was there approven, as ye
may hereafter fee. The earl of Lindfay could not win home
from the Englith parliament by land without the king’s
pafs; fo he came and got the famen, after he had fhown
his commiffion to his majefty.

The earl of Lanerk was fent down with a declaration
from his majefty to our Scots council, and a new council-
day appointed the 4th and 5th days of January next.

Vol. 11, The
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The parliament had fent down their petition, craving aid
of us in men and arms, conform to the treaty of pacifica-
tion and covenant paft betwixt them and us, and the king
fends down, to countercheck this petition, a declaration to
our council, and both were produced the 22d of December,
and a new council day appointed, as is formerly faid. Well,
the council conveens, the king’s declaration, and the par-
Hament’s petition, are both publicly read out. It goes to
voting, whether we fhould aflift the parliamentars or not 3
the king by two voices gets it, and {o no affiltance ; where-
at the parliament’s friends takes exception, alledging thcir
votes were not fufficient, nor could any thing be concluded
without a convention of the eftates, to wit, nobles, barons
and burgefles. Now remember this voting was within the
council upon the 22d of December.  Thercafter the eltates
were charged to fend their commiffioners, and conveen at
Ldinburgh upon the 4th and sth of January.

At this firft council day the earl of Lanerk defired his ma~
lefty’s declaration to be printed, and publicly difperfed and
publithed through all Scetland, whereby his geod fubjeéts
might have full information of the truth. It was agitated
pro et’ contra; in end the king by voicing gets his rca-
fonable defire, and the fame was ordained to be printed
at Edinburgh, to be difperfed and fpread to the effect fore-
faid, and the raifing of men referred to the committee of e-
{tates, to conveen the forefaid 5th of January 1643.

in the month of December there came out a paper, fet
out by Mr. David Lindfay parfon of Belhelvie, called
Seotland’s Hallelujab, printed by Rabanat Aberdeen, thought
to be better titled than it had ftuff and good matter, and
which I thought not worthy to take pains upon to infert in
this piace, albeititis lying befide myfelf in print.

"The king caufes quarter hisarmy for their maintenance
moft commodioufly, both for man and horfe, through the
country to winter. _

"L be :narquis of Huntly in this month of December fends -
into our college of the Gldtown his fourth fon Charles Gor-
den ¢olearn grammar. He got Dr Lefly (the late depofed
principai), his chanber, (who had fhill kept the famen for
hus rececation until this time), for his fon, and his peda-

gogre
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gegue to remain into; and the marquis had the faid doétor
Lefly with himfelf to Strathboggie, there to remain and be
entertained at his own table, becaufe he faw him a diftrefled
gentleman, violently thrown out of his own place for not
fubferibing the covenant. Thus the marquis requ={t=d this
doétor to go with him, and fo upon the 1 5th day of Deccin=
ber he left his chamber in the college, who had ftill kept
poficflion thereof (albeit depofed, as faid is) to the forefaid
day, and willingly he went with the marquis, to bide his
fortune.

Upon the 16th day of December, Dr. Guild and Mr.
William Strachan yoked William Charles, wright in Aber-
deen, to the down-taking of the back of the high altar,
ftanding upon the eaft wall of bithop Gavin Dumbar’s Ifle,
as high nearly as the cieling thereof, curioufly wrought of
fine wainfcot, {o that within Scotland there was not a better
wrought piece. The craftfman would not put his hand to
the down-taking thercof, till Mr. William Strachan our mi-
nifterlaid firft hand thereto, which he did, and fyne the work
was begun; and in taking down one of the three timber-
crowns, whilk they thought to have gotten down haill and
unbroken, beyond their expeétation it fell fuddenly upon the
kirk’s great ladder, brake it in three pieces, and itfelf allin
blades, and brake fome pavement with the weight thereof,
but the people were all fafe. Now our minifter devifed aloft,
for eafe of the people at fermon, going athwart the kirk fouth
and north, which took away the ftately fight and glorious
fhow of the body of the haill kirk, and with this back of the
altar and haill ornaments thereupon he decored the forefide
and backfide of this beaftly loft, whereas forty pounds
would have coft as mickle timber as would have done the

“fame, if they would have fuffered the forefaid ornament to
ftand. This was done without advice of the Oldtown fef=
fion, and as fome faid, without confent of the brethren at
the laft vifitation of our church. It was a well-wrought
piece, having three crowns uppermoft, and three other kind
of crowns beneath, well carved, with golden knops, ail
now on this loft. There was 2000 merks left by Dr.
Scroggiein the kirk-box, with the whilk our minifter theek-
ed the toofalls of the Kirk, the fteeple, and Gavin Dum- -

¥ a bar’s
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ifle, with new flate, and keft with lime that part where
the back of the altar flood, that it fhould not be kent.

In this month of December, and 2d day thereof, dame
Elizabeth Gordon, firft lady Wardhoufe, {yne lady Cluny,
departed this life at Durham.

Ye heard before of Maxwell and Ferrendale, accufed of
Brownifm. Mr. Andrew Cant favours them, as thought,
whereat the brethren were offended, ordaining them to
come in before the pulpit, and fubfcribe the covenant, and
Aeny their tenets ; but upon Saturday after fermon, and
the laft of December, this Ferrendale came in before the
pulpit in the old kirk, where he approved of our church,
denied the Brownifls tenets, fubfcribed our covenant, and
by Mr. Andrew Cant was received as a good bairn; but
the brethren were not content with this fatisfaction, not
done upon a Sabbath day, but a wcek day before the com-
munion. -

About this time it was faid there was fome mifcontent-
ment betwixt the prince of Orange and the eftates of Hol-
land, becaufe he inclined to favour our king, being his good
brother, and therefore moft kindly ; and that in the mean-
time the eftates had fent to the parliament of England,
craving an union with. them.

About this time Dr. Guild left off from preaching in
the College kirk, whereat the people were not difpleafed,
and began ilk night after {fupper a le€ture-leffon in pre-
fence of the regents and ftudents, who were little pleafed
with his difcourfes.

It is here to be noted that the vi€tuals here in Aber-
deen were monftrous dear; for about and after Mar-
tinmas, through the haill winter, the malt holden at 15 or
_16 mérks the boll, the white meal at 81. the boll, which
was the firft dear winter heretofore feen in this land, albeit
there has been dear fummers. ‘There was alfo great rains,
whereby none was able to travel; great florms in the fea,
and few fith gotten, to the great grief of the people. Al-
Dbeit our fins deferved worfe, yet God fent in June, July,
and Auguft, excellent weather, which made amends.

Dr. Guild, principal and moderator, at this time refuf~

ed to give play to the ftudents at Yool-day, but they took
it
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it at their own hand, and the grammarians both, who at
laft by compofition got cight days play. .

"This year Yool-day fell upon Sunday. Qur minifters,
and minifters of Aberdeen, preached againft all merrinefs,
_play and paftime; and the night before by tuck of drom
through Aberdeen, the townfmen were commanded to
keep themfelves fober, and flee all fuperftiticus keeping of
days. Upon Monday the bell went through the Qid-
town, commanding all manaer of men to open their booth-
doors and go to work but the ftudents fellupon the bell-
man, and took the bell frac him for giving fuch an unufual
charge ; fo the people made' good chear and banqueting,
according to their eftates, and paft their times Monday and
Tuclday both, forall thir threatnings.

It is faid Mr. Andrew Cant, fitting this fame Yool-day
atafternoon’s fermon, Mr. John Ruc preanhing in tha.Old
Kirk, hearing fome noife in the kirkyard of bairns and
peeple, he got up fuddenly from his feat, fitting s Le ordi-
narily ufed befide the reader ; through the kirk and people
goes he, and out at the door, to the great aftonifhument
of the people in the Old Church; and when he came'to
the kirk-yard the bairns fled, but be chaced therd into the
New Kirk, whereat the people there were offended ; at laft
he returned back to his own place, and the people became
fettled and pacified ; but wondered at his light behaviour.

Anno 1643.

‘Word came here to Aberdeen that general King came frae
Denmark with about five hundred thoufand pouad fterling
to his majefty, and three or fourfcore brave commanders.
He was direéted frae the king of Denmark, and landed at
Newecaftle, who was made welcome, and y:‘efe atly prefer-
red to be lieutenant general to the earl of Newcqﬂ]e 8 Ariy,
cmﬁftmg of 10,000. The earl thereafter vvent to his ma-

jefty, and returned back, where he dire¢ted general King
to go up to his mejelty with his army, and he would }\mp
Newcaftle and the country about with forces enoigh,

S5
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which he kept befide for that purpofe.  This King goes up:
in good order, his majefty reccives him gracioufly, and puts
him in fervice according to his rank and worth, and ho-
nourably rewards him for his pains.

Report paft that London was diftreffed, wanting both fire
and viétual, which bred fome difcontent and divifion among
themfclves, fome wifhing peace, fome withing war.

Upon Sunday the 8th of January, prayer and fafting in
both Aberdeens, and throngh the kingdom, for a blefling
to the convention of eftates to be holden at Edinburgh.

The committee of .the confervators of peace fits down
at Edinburgh upon the sth day of January, or rather the
lords and others commiflioners of parliament, for conferva-
tion of peace between the two kingdoms.

Ye heard before of the controverfy among the council
about the printing of the king’s letter, and how it was in
end granted It was at the fame time thought that the par-
liament of England their declaration, fent in to our coyn-
cil, fhould be likewife printed, whereupen the council
could not well agree, but there was a petition given unto
the {iids commiffioners of parliament by nobles, barons,
gentlemen, and burgeflfes occafionally met at Edinburgh,
and it was printed and difperfed.

It was reported there was great multitudes of people
at this convention. 'Fhe council and confervators of peace
hiad their ordinary place of refidence the nobles, barons,
and gentry, called the banders, had their meetings in the
abbey; and the nobles, barons, and minifters, and gen-
try of Fife, had their meetings in the Taylor’s-hall in

" the Cowgate, whilk feveral places of meeting fmelled of
mifcontentment and divifion amonglt themfelves. It is
{2id the haill minifters of Fife left their churches upon Sun-
day the 8th of January, without preachers for them, and
came to Edinburgh, crying out before the council for not
printing the parliament of England’s declaration, as well
as they had caufed print the king’s letter, whilk they were
loath to do, without the king’s advice or knowledge ; and-:
to that effe¢t, and upon other reafons, then fent Mr. Hen-
derfon miaifter at Edinburgh, Mr. Robert Barclay pre-
volt of Irvine, and the clwpcellor of Scotland, as commif-

fioners
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fioners to the king. The report paft, that the tenor of
their commiflion was to fhew him anent the printing of
the faid declaration, with other four heads, viz. 1ft, The
king to bring home kis queen, and to convert her from
popery. 2d, To return to his Englifh parliament, and ad-
here tothem.  3d, To remove all papifts forth of his army.
4th, Toindi¢t a general affembly, with a parliament to fol-
low thereon, and that thortly and haftily, within the limited
and prefcribed time of parliament. The king granted to
the publication of the forefaid declaration, but what anfwer
he gave to the reft I cannot tell, but the Fife minifters were
directed home to attend their charge. It was faid there was
nominate Mr. Archibald Johnftone, clerk to the affembly,
to have gone with the other three commiffioners, but the
earl of Lanerk being at the couacil, declared, he bad no
fafe-condu& for him, whereupon he bade at home. Itwas
ordered that a great taxation fhould be taken of the coun-
try, their annuity of tiends, and fuch like, as ye have here-
after. Theyappoint a new committee to be holden at Edin-
burgh the 15th day of February, and upon the 24th of Ja-
nuary they diffolved in peace.

Tuefday the 14th of January, Mr. Alexander Middleton,
fub-principal in the college of Old Aberdeen, was married
with Gordon, danghter to Mr. Gordon at Ket-
tock’s Mill, contrary to the foundation of that college,
forbidding marriage to any of the inward members ferv-.
ing therein. There was {undry gifts, cafes, and coined
gold given by fundry fitters at this bridal, and fome gave
rings ; but coined gold was not in ufe to be given here in
Aberdeen at free bridals.

Upon the 17th of Januvary, John Lefly, baillie, departed
this life in Aberdeen, after fome few days ficknefs; (his
brother the provoft was in Edinburgh) to the great grief of
the town’s people, being better loved than his brother; he
was buried with a brave volley of mufketeers.

About this time general Lefly earl of Leven comes to the
caftle of Edinburgh, and takes up houfe, and with his lady
and family dwells peaceably therein.

Ye heard before of Othro Ferrendale his repentance.
The prefbytery of Aberdeen were not well content there-

with 3
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with ; whereupon do¢tor Guildymoderator, wrote for twe
minifters and ruling elders out of ilk prefbytery within the
diocefe, and the haill miniflers of the prefbytery of Aber-
deen, as being neareft hand, to meet at New Aberdeen the
24th of January, for taking order with the flighting of this
Ferrendale in his obedience and fatisfaétion, contrary to
their laft at, which bears him to come in upon a fabbath-
day after fermon, to deny his haill tenets of Brownifm, {wear
and fubfcribe the covenant, ratify and approve our kirk, as
the true church of God. The brethren and their ruling
clders met; Mr. Andrew Cant made his own apology,
which was thought frivolons. In end they referred this
Ferrendale to the next provincial affembly. -

This Mr. Andrew Cant vfed not oft the faying of the
Lord’s Prayer, either before or after fermons, as wont in
that kirk, but had prayers extempore long enough; foithe
reft of the minifters of Aberdeen kept his cuftom. They
brought in upon ilk Tuefday, Thurfday, and Saturday,
afternoon leGures taught by ilk minifter, time about, (in
place of faying of prayers ilk night beforc); the people is
compelled to attend thir le€tures, or then cried out againft.
None on the Sabbath-day durft come out of the Newtown -
to the Oldtown, efpecially in time of fermon, and to that
effeét the highways were watched ilk Sunday, and who
were found, were conveened before their {effion, and fe-
verely punithed with thame and derifion. In time of preach-
ing on week days no merchant nor craftfmens booth doors
durft be opened, that the kirk might be the better kept by
the mafters and fervants. The bairns of the grammar-
fchool were forbidden to keep afternoon’s fermons, but to
keep the fchools, where the mafters thould catechife them
upon points of religion. Reading of holy fcriptures, and
finging of pfalms were difcharged at lykewakes, by act of
the town council of Aberdeen, by perfuafion of this Cant
and his fellows. The hand-bell thould go and proclaim
throagh the town who was dcad; but tolling of kirk.
bells at their burial wasdifcharged ; all brought in by this
Cant, and followed by the magiftrates of Aberdeen, as he
commanded or as he daily devifed, to the grievous burden

of the people, who had never {een the like orders, yet they
could
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could not get finging of pfalms and reading at lykewakes
altogether fuppreft.

Ye heard before of a petition given in by fome noblemen,
barons, and others to the commiffioners of parliament,
wherein amongft the reft, they crave the parliament of
England’s declaration to be printed and publithed, as well
as the king’s letters. The kingis advertifed, and he moft
gracioufly gives way to the printing of -this declaration, as
well as his own letter, whereupon it is fhortly printed and
divulged through all Scotland.

About this time there came out another new printed
piece, called, A Peaceable Warning, containing diverfe
heads, and in fpecial declaring the enemies of religion to
be of three forts, viz. papifts, feparatifts, and malignant,
mifcontent and profane time-fervers. It touched the malig-
nants, who were {ofrom the beginning,and now falienback-
ward and difaffeéted to the reformed religion, warning all
men therefore to beware of their company, who are de-
fcribed by fix or feven circumitances to be known, and to
efchew their counfels and feducements, declaring withal
fuch as oppofe the unity of religion, to be enemies to'God,
to the king, to the people, and profperity of the kingdoms,
with a number of arguments befide, and is entitled, ¢« A
neceffary warning to the miniftry of the church of Scot-
land, from the meeting of the commiflioners of the general
affembly.” This warning comimanded a faft and humilia-
tion to be kept through all the kirks of Scotland, upon the
laft Sabbath of February, and the next Thur{day there-
after ; and there was bound to this warning another print-
ed ‘piece called ¢ A declaration againft a crofs petition,”
ipoken of a little before. This with the warning is ordain-
cd to be read out after fermon out of all the pulpits of Scot-
land, whilk was done at fome churches, and at others re-
fufed by the minifters thereof, fuch as Stirlingfhire, Perth-
fhire, about 14 prefbyteries, alledging they had no orders
from a gencral affembly to divulge fuch papers, and there-
for difobeyed the publication, and wrote alfo again{t the
commiffioners of the general affembly at Edinburgh, for
publithing out of pulpit {uch pieces, finding fault with call-
ing the nobles and others (who prefented the faid petitien

to
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to the council) maliguant, and that their crofs-petition pub-
lithed at the parifh churches fhould have been done with
confent of a general affembly, being of itfelf rather a mean
to breed difcord and diftraction, than to maintain peace in
the kirk and kingdom ; they wrote out to this purpofe a
paper of cight articles. Thus is this kirk now guided
with the fpirit of contradition.

Upon the laft of January Patrick Lefly, provoft, came
back frae the commiflioners of parliament, for conferving
the articles of the treaty, &c. with a fore heart for the death
of his brother. ’

Upon Wednefday the 5th of February, there came to
the place of Cromarty, where the lady was, Hutcheon Rofs
of Auchincloch, with two other gentlemen, where they
were made welcome, and fupped merrily ; but unluckily
got a collation, which was provided for another, and were
all three found dead in their beds upon the morn.  Pitiful
to behold ! It is faid the young laird of Calder was mar-
ried to Cromarty’s daughter; he thereafter became mad,
and of whom his young lady had no pleafure. Thus he be-
ing with her in the place of Cromarty, this poifon was in
a quart ftoup provided for him, but fell otherwife, as ye
have heard ; whereupon young Calder was haftily remov-
ed by his friends out of that place, and never more tried.
" < Upon the fecond day of February, being Candlemafs-
day, the bairns of the Oldtown grammar-fchool came up
the gate with candles lighted in their hands, crying and re-
joicing, blyth enough, and thus came up to the crofs, and
round about goes divers times, climbs to the-head thereof,
and fet on a burning torch thereupon. I marvelled at this,
being at fuch time, and whereof I never feen the like ; at-
tour they went down frae the crofs, convoying John Keith,
brother to the earl Marifchal, who was their king, to his
lodging in the chanonry with lighted candles.

Ye heard of one Maxwell who was alfo accufed of
Brownifm ; a filly wheelwright to his calling; this man
was fought for, and all men forbidden out of the pulpit to
receipt him, whilk was done by our minifter Mr. William
Strachan, out of the pulpit, upon Sunday the 5th of Te-
bruary.

About
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About this time the council ordained the country to pay
a great taxation and theitr annuities of the tiends, and a
charge given out and publifhed at the mercat crofles of the
boroughs and othcrwife, for making payment thereof;
whereat the fubjeéts grudged, and were highly offended,
to be this way ufed, without authority of their king, done
and deviied, as was thought, by the marquis of Hamilton,
the chancellor, the marquis of Argyle, the earl of Lindfay,
Balmerinoch, and fome few cthers of their faétion, with-
out advice or confent of the nobility or country ftatefmen,
who had as great intereft there as they ; befides the twen-
tieths were taken before; and the tenths and many other
fines, both in burgh and land, the king and queen’s rents
and patrimony of the crown taken up fince 1639, whilk
was the beginning of thefe troubles. They had gotten frae
Eagland the brotherly afliftance, which was about three
hundred thoufand pounds ferling, (fee the 6th aét of king
Charles’ 2d parliament) and no compt nor reckoning how
or what way thir moneys were wared and employed;
whereat many of the nobles, and haili commons, barons,
burgefles, and gentry, grudged and murmiured, efpecially
thofe called the banders ; whereupon the earl of Montrofe
and lord Ggilvie are dire¢t up commiffioners from thir
banders to his majefty, to complain upon thir grievous op-
prefiions, and to try his will thereanent; who quickly
went for relief of this poor diftrefled kingdom, whereat the
king was no wife content, dnd in the meantime the coun-
try was diftreffed.

In this month of February there is heard at Bankafair,
and in the place of Drum, upon the night, tucking of
drums and apparitions of armies, as was heard before at—

Mr. Andrew Leifk, minifter at Ellon, told me, that his
wife and family, fitting at fupper in his own houle, heard
tucking of drums vively, fometimes appearing near hand,
fometimes far off, and upon the 7th of ¥February it was
written here to Aberdeen, that Ilenton battle of Banbury,
whercin his majelty was victorious, has been in vifion
foughten feven fundry times fince fyne ; armies of men up-
on the rzth of February about eight hovr in the morning,
were feen upon the Brymman il befide Crabefton.

There
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There came news to Aberdeen the fame 7th of February,
that Sir Ralph Hopeton, the king’s man, near Plymouth
had killed 1000 men, had taken 1500 foldiers prifoners,
1000 arms, and ten pieces of ordnance, and is now made
mafter of the fieldsinCornwaliand Devonfhire. Sir Nicho-
las Shipning near the fort of Reydens on Falmouth, which
commands the town, hath taken twenty-fix of the king’s
thips, which were firft {eized upon by the parliamentars ;
he did alfo take more than 200,000 Ib. fterling, of which
the foldiers received a month’s pay beforehand. Thir fhips
thus taken, were luckily driven by ftorm of weather into
- the harbour.

Bendy-Caftle in Gloucefterfhire is taken in by prince Ru-
pert, with the lofs of 500 men to the parliament.

Bever-Caftle was taken by Sir John Henderfon, and the
foldiers got 80,000 1b. fterling of coined money and plun-
dering, that was put there by the enemy, with three months
Pprovifion.

The lord Sey and colonel Goodwin are totally defeat in

Oxfordfhire by the king’s men, having loft 8oo men, and
forced to run to Ayleibury in Buckinghamfhire.
. Prince Rupert came to Leicefterfhire with 7000 men 3 Sir
Hew Shamly got a great defeat from general King; 3000
flain, and 4310 taken prifoners, with two cannons and a
great number of arms. 'This was after the earl of New-
-caftle beat them from the Stamford-bridge, and general
King’s firft piece of fervice. The earl of Newcaltle and
gencral King marched from York with gcoo men ftrong,
to hurt the Hothamites and other rebels. Prince Maurice
fhot in grenadoes into the town of Chichefter, and fired a
houfe therein, and the people being bufy in quenching
the fire, he came in and took 1100 prifoners, and car-
ried them to Oxford. That the fhire of Effex had peti-
tioned the parliament to take a peace at any rate.

The parliament did petition the king for peace upon cer-
tain conditions, but his majefty fent to them certain propo-
fitions, without which no treaty, viz. 1. That the king’s re-
venues, forts, and fhips be reftored. 2d, That whatever
has been publifhed againft his royal power fhould be re-

called. 3d, That whatfoever illegals hath been ufed a-
gainft
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ainft his friends and fubjeés, by imprifoning them with-
out law, or impofing fines upon their eftates, be difclaimed,
and that perfons fo committed be forthwith difcharged.
4th, That his majefty will confent to the execution of all
laws made or to be made for the fupprefling of popery, fo
his majefty defires that a biil be framed for preferving the
book of Common Prayer from {corn of Brownifts, Anabap-
tifts, &c. with fuch claufes for the eafe of tender confcien -
tes, as his majefty hath formerly offered. sth, That all
fuch perfons as upon treaty fhall be excepted out of the ge-
neral pardon, be tried per paress  6thly, That a ceffation of
arms be prefently agreed upon. But the pazliament thought
thir propofitions (though moft equitable) hard and heavy
to be embraced, and fo did for themfelves in a rebellious
way.

Upon Friday the roth of February the townﬁnp of A-
berdeen, by tuck of drum, conveened in the tolbooth of
Aberdeen, to whom provolt Lefly made a {peech, putting .
them in mind of their coveaant, whilk they had {worn, de-
firing them conftantly to ftick to the fame ; if any new band
happened to be offered them to fubfcribe, to do it upon their
own peril. It was then thought and fpoken, that the band-
ers were drawing up a band, who would follow the king or
the country, whilk bred this fpeech, but this band came
to noeffect. However the people of Aberdeen, pofleffed
with their own opinions more with the king than againft
him, departed home to their own houfes.

Ye heard before of apparitions and vifions {een here at
the Hill of Brymman, four miles from Aberdeen. Wil-
liam Anderfon, tenant in Crabefton, told me he faw a great
army, as appeared to lnm, both of horfe and foot, about
eight hours in the morning, being mifty, and vifibly con-
tinued till fun-rifing ; fyne vanithed away in his fight with
noifeinto a mofs hard befide. Likewife in the muir of For-
far armies were feen in the air, whilk vifions the people
thought to be prodigious tokens, as it fell out over true,
as may be feen hereafter.

Sunday the r2th of Fcbruary our minifter Mr. William
Strachan read out of the pulpit the warning before fpoken.
of, and the next Synday read out the declaration againft the

Vol. 1. G crofs
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crofs petition, and made fome little fpeech thereupon, and
the wars of England, Ireland, and Germany, and how our
country lived in peace, which was likely to come to trouble
haftily alfo, if we amended not our lives. Thereafter heap-

pointed a faft to be kept next Sunday and Thur{day there-
after, conform to the order of the faid declaration, which
was at our kirk folemnly kept.

About the 13th of February word came to Aberdeen,
that the queen’s majelty had fent out of Holland to New-
<aftle ftore of ammunition, powder and ball, with ten tun of
gold, amounnting to 120,000 1b. fterling, with officers and
brave commanders of Frenc‘n and \Valloons, about 2000.
"Thereafter herfelf takes voyage, accompanied with five
great war fhips, at the prince of Orange’s direétion, having
Martin Harper Trump for her admiral, with charge to de-
fend her againft the parliamentars, if they hnppened to'im-
pede her paﬂ'age, or purfue her by the way, but being land-
ed, had no farther to defend her. The crafty Hollanders
gives way to the prince of Orange’ orders, but had a great
malice againft the queen, and beyond her expeétation laid
down a courfe for her deftruction ; which was, when they
underftood fhe was to land at Newcaftle, therefore they
privately advifed the parliament of her drift, wherenpon
they direted fix royal fhips to ly at the road of Newcattle,
and there, after Martin Harper Trump had taken his leave,
to have the queen dead or quick; but God difappointed
the treacherous defigns of all her enemics; for beyond all
expeation fhe lands at Burlington bay, 12 miles befouth
Newecaftle. 'Thir rebel fhips are haftily advertifed by a
pinnace of her arrival, whereupon they hoift fail and come
with fhot of cannon to the town, fends privately a pinnace
afhore to defign the houfe where the queen was lodged,
whilk being done, her majefty, having mind of no evil, but
. glad of reft, now wearied by the fea, is cruelly affanlted ;
for this {ix rebel thips ilk ane by courfe fets their broadfide
to her lodging, batters the houfe, dings down the roof, ere
fhe wift of herfelf; but fhe gets up out of her naked bed in
her night walycoat, bare-footed and barelegged, with her
maids of honour, whereof one for plain fear went ftraight
mad, b ¢ing a noblcman of England’s daughter. She gets

fately
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fafely out of the houfe, albeit the ftones were falling about
her head, yet courageoufly the goes out, they fhooting ftitl,
and by providence of thealmighty fhe efcapes, with all her
company (except the maid of honour) and goes to a den
which the cannons could not reach, and on the bare fields
the refted, inftead of ftately lodgings elad with eurious ta--
peltry. It is faid fhe offered to the captains of thofe war
fhips which convoyed her (before their parting) rich re-
wards for their fervice, but they altogether refufed the
famen, faying, the prince of Orange had forbidden them,
. under the pain of death, to take her money. ¢ Well then,”
fays fhe, take here itk ane of you captains a chain of gold
to wear for my fake, which I conceive is not uader the
compafs of his command,” which they in all humility ac-
cepted and received. Ttis faid thir rebels fhot 8o pieces of
cannon before they left off, fyne went their way to the fea.
Now let the good reader judge of the cruel tyranny and
oppreffion that thir rebels vfed againft the perfon of {o no~
ble a queen, unmatchable in this age for her many fhining
virtues, and un{peakable love to her royal king, who for his
honour had undcrgone thofe miferies both by fea and land,,
and who by her induftry had furnithed men, money, am-
munition, powder and ball, and arms for forty thoufand
men. Confider alfo what news this volley of cannon
was to the king, when he heard of her fo dangerous wel~
come. Now there comes to her majefty upon the morn
the earl of Newcaftle, with a brave company, and convoy-
ed the queen fafely to Newcaftle. Ttis faid, when fhe
_ went over to Holland, fhe craftily conveyed out of the
Tower of London the haill jewells and ornaments of the
erown, and engaged them at Amfterdam, and other places,
for money to provide the king’s army in this his moft grie~
vious troubles and diftrefs, commended and praifed through:
all chriltendom, except by the king’s enemies, who falfely
difapproved her doings, and traiteroufly traduced her by
many infamous lies, pafquils, and libels, as was reported.
Thus through great hazard, the Lord breught her from
Iolland to Newcaftle about the day of January; al-
ways fhe is convoyed, where fhe is made welcome with
joy and mirth, and there remained tll the 18th of June.
G 2 Iy
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It was further reported, that there came frae the queen te
New caﬂle four fhips with fome of her maids of lionour,
having within them 6o Dutch horfe, and as many com-
manders, and gco old beaten foldiers, and that herfelf at
that time with the reft of her navy that was with her were
by ftorm of weather driven back to Holland, and there-
after fhe came forward as is before noted, having with her
above ten millions of dollars.

Abcut this 13th of February there came a letter from
England to the marquis of Huntly, fhewing that prince
Rupert had totally defeated the parliament’s forces at Tux-
ford, and that Mr. Haflings had done the like in Derby-
' nire; alfo that the earl ‘'of Newcaftle had committed to
prifon the late governor of York, and the theriff, together
with the earl of Newport, the laft two at Pomfret, and the
firft at Newark upon Trent, and that Sir rlhomas Gle-
mond is now governor of York.

The laird of Craigie Gordon, Donald Farquharfon, and
- - - Gordon younger of Arradoul, brought in to Old
* Aberdeen about the 16th of February 8o fold:crs, who fhip-
ped at Aberdeen with the laird of Craigie for France.

Upon the 18th of February the laird of Cluny, with Mrs.
Lefly his good daughter, and another Englith gentlewoman,
returned from Durham home to his own houfe in Old Aber-
deen, leaving his lady dead and buried behind him. It
was faid, he had purchafed frae the lords a fuperfcdere,
with confcnt of his creditors, for four months fpace, to pay
his debt.

Colonel Hurrie, upon fome mifcontentment, left the par- :

liament and came unto the king, who did him good fervice,
as after does appear.  Sir James Ramfay, brother to the
" laird of Balmain, of whom ye have heard before, likewife
leaves the parliament, and comes into Scotland about this
month of TFebruary.

Sunday the 26th of Febrmry, faft and humiliation was
folemnly kept at our Oldtown church, and the remanent
kirks of our diocefe, at command and for the caufes there-
in contained, in the declaration given by the commiffioners
of the General Aflembly, as ye have heard before; and

likewife on Thurfday thereafter falt and prayer in both
Aber-

£
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“ Aberdeens, and through the diocefe, and in New Aber~:
deen preaching before and afternoon, fo precifely kept, that
no merchant; tradefimen or craftfman’s booth door was feen
opened, yea, not a load of peats nor other commodities
durft be brought in to fell, under pain of confifcation, this
day was fo highly kept; but never fafting and praying for
the king, nor thankfgiving for his victory ; as the church
pleafed, the people béhoved to obey, albeit wearied heavily
therewith,. and withal great crying out of pulpits againft
papifts, and incoming of popery, which they made to be-
one of their greateft grounds whereon their faftings pro-
cecded. ;

The marquis of Hamilton, hearing of the queen’s arrival,
about the firlt of March went to falute her at Newcaftle.
"T'he earls of Montrofe, Traquair, and the lord Ogilvie, fol-

ed to fee her majefty allo. However there was fome:
‘,eches of coatroverfy betwixt Hamilton and Montrofe i
prefence of the queen, as was faid: in-end ilk ane returncd:
licme as they went out. .

Now thundering daily out of pulpits again(t papifts i
Aberdeen. None durft be feen, but fearched and fought
for, ficas Thomas Menzies of Balgewny, his wife and
children. Mr. George Anderfon, Robert Irvine 2nd John
Forbes, who had commiffion for thiy parith, accompaniet-
with Mr. John Lundie and James Innes, baillies of Old
Aberdeen, went out upohr a Sabbath-day afrer the after-
noon’s fermon with caption to take Alexander Harvey in
Grandhome for popery, whowas lying bedfaftia the gout,
to have taken him as an excommunicate papift, but they
“couid not find him; his foa they faw upon horfeback, ex-
communicite alfo, but they had no commifion-again(t him,
and fo they came back again without more ado.  Strange
ftirring to fee that thir commiiflions, by inftization of Mr.
Andrew Cant and remanent minifters of both Aberdeens,.
fhould be execute upon a Sunday, exprefsly prohibited in
other cafes by the laws of this kingdom; and upen the
18th of April the young laird of Birkenbog by commiffion,
agcompanied: with the baillies of Banif, brought into Aber-
deen a prieftcalled - - - Robertfon, who was taken
by the theriff out of - - Forbesof Blacktown’s houte,.
and-firft had to Banff, and fraitly warded, and thereafter

G 3 tranfported
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~ tranfported to Aberdeen by the theriffand baillies of Bamf,

and brought into the provincial affembly of New Aber-
deen. He was put again into the tolbooth, and fhortly there-
after tranfported to Edigburgh to the council, and after
{ome trials, in the end he was difmiffed to Weft Flanders,
obliged under the pain of death never to return back to
Scotland again. ‘

Upon the 5th of March and fecond Sunday of Lentron,
the communion was celebrated in Old Aberdeen. The
minifter, when the firft table was full of people, upon his
kunees faid a prayer ; the people at the table part fitting,
part knceling.  Thercafter, and after fome fhort exhorta-
tion, he gave the communion to the people, all fitting at
the table, and all the reft that day and Sunday thereafter,
ilk ane giving the cup to others.

Tuefday the 7th of March - - - Morifon, fpon
to Wiiliam Lamb baxter in Aberdeen, lying in childbed
bout 12 days fpace, rofe up quietly withont knowledge of
any, and defperately drowned herfelf in the water of
Dece, befide the 'rinity Church, to the admiration of her
hufband and neighbours’in Aberdeen. She.was called a
difcreet woman, except that fhe was inclined to fwearing,
and no caufe of her mifcontentment known, but tempted
by the devil in thir troublefome times! Lamentable to
fce! 5 :

- Now Monro lies flill in Ireland, vituals from Scotland
being daily tranfported to him, and the remanent of our
Scots regiments, to the breeding of great dearth here, and
little good fervice done by them againft the Irifhes there.

Upon Sunday the 21ft of March at night, John Dugar
his men came to the Garioch, and took out of john For-
bes of Lefly’s bounds one of his tenants called James An-
derfon, an honeft yeoman. "The cry goes; young Lefly,
with a fervant called James Dunbar, follows upon horle,
kills one of the lymmars, takes another, and fends Lim to
the council, where he was hanged, and James Anderfon
was refcued and wan fafely home.

John Dugar hearing this news, or more truly Duncan
Dugar hearing of the fame, came upon the 25th of March
to the town of Birkénbreul, with two fervants, where he

met
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met with Mr. William Forbes of the folk of Brux, he hav-
ing two men with him alfo, holden both pretty men; but
this Mr. William was a brave gentleman. They entered
in drinking 3 his two men fell afleep, thinking upon no
evil; then there fell out fome fpeeches betwixt him and
this Dugar, and he fuddenly bends a piftol and holds to
his breaft, but Dugar chops up the piftol, whereby he
fhoots hlm through the fhoulder, but he behind the hand
with a dark fticks this Forbes through the body dead; fyne
with his own hands killed his two fervants ﬁeepmg, and
fafely goes to the door, and without any more ado wins
away with his hurt through his fhoulder, without any more
revenge ; Lamentable to behold! Thir ‘Dugars bore the
Forbefes, by any other name, a great indignation.

There came news from York, dated the 27th of March,
fhewing, that his majefty had written to the queen, that he
had upon ftri mufter now at Oxford 12,000 foot, and
of horfe and dragoons 6ooo. The lord Herbert front
Wales had affured the king of Gooo men, horfe and foot,
to attend his majefty at Oxford; and Ralph Hopeton has
between 7 and 8ooo men ready to march into Shropfhire.
There are 3000 horle and foot under the command of the
lord Capel; in Worcefter 1000 horfe ready to march
to Oxford, and the king’s army is duly paid: 40,000
pound \velght of plate, and 15,000 pound weight of ingots
of gold were brought to the Minthoufe at Oxford, deli-
vered for the king’s ufe. The earl of Northampton took in
Stamford for the king’s own ufe, where the earl of Stam-
ford himfelf was killed, as an enemy to the king.

The merchants of Buﬁol have rlgged out 14 fhips, un«
der Sir John Pennington, the king’s admiral, and that the
famous Sir Nicolas - - - has fet out e:ght fhxps, fo
that the king was to have fuch fhare againft the pariiament
upon the fea, as he has wpon land, and his army daily in~
creafing.

The earl of Derby has eleven companies of herfe and
19 companies of foot, well armed, and 3000 clubmen, for
whom he has fent for arms and ammunition. He took in
the town of Lancafter by aflault.

Sear-
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Scarborough is furrounded by Sir Hugh Chumly te the
king; Whitby brought in four foot companies, two trocps
of horle, and three of dragoons.

Greifon lieutenant at Grantham, with his haill troops,
came over to Henderfon the king’s man, when he was at.
Newark, and the night after the town was furprifed, and.
400 men taken in it. ¥

'There is fome divifions.in' London, . OQur countrymen
Balfovr and Hurrie have laid down their commiffions ;-
our Scotfmen got no payment, and daily affronted by the-
Englith, which they cannot bear : now commiffioners were.
going from the parliament to the king with much fairer
progofitions, and many began to hope an accommodation.

The lord Aboyne in the month of March went from:
Strathboggie, accompanied with fome twelve gentlemen,
whereof agent Gordon was one, towards York, to fee the:
queen. : 1

To remember this'month of March ;- it was very unfea-
fonable, frofts, fieets, {now, hailftones, and the wind ftill
northerly. ‘ :

About the firft of April word came to Aberdeen, that
prince Rupert had taken in Windfor with great blood-
fhed.

The queen is lying {till at York, well guarded with a-
bout 10,000 foldiers, who ftill is- drawing friends to her,.
who promifed to get them remiffions for bygones, upon-
their loyalty in time to come. 4 .

Ye heard betore how-our commiffioners were directed to
the king by the confervators for preferving of peace. No-
word comes from them all this time, becaufe the ways were
firaitly kept, letters broken up,.which were fouad, and ufe:
made of them ;. but it is faid his majefty about the 7th of
April, and not till then, demanded wherefore they were
come, who anfwered, they were direted from the confer--
vators of peace for conferving of peace between the two
kingdoms ; and to contribute their belt endeavours for u-
nity of religion and uniformity of church government, and.
removal of all differences between. bis majelty and both
houfes of parliament; whereanto his majefly made the an-
fiver fubfequent; « We have confidered your propofitions

; and-
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and commiffion by which you are authorifed to come hither,
for the commiffioners for conferving of the peace between
both kingdoms. We have likewife duly and carefully
weighed and examined the ats of pacification between our
two kingdoms, upon which you fe¢m to ground your com-
miffion, and to hold yourfelves warranted and obliged to
contribute your endeavours, for unity of religion, and uni-
formity of church government within all our dominions,
and removal of all differences between us and two houfés
of parliament. Thereé is nothing in that treaty (by our at)
which we fhall not folemnly and withal conftantly obferve
always; and we hope it thall be the care of all our loving
fabjects in both kingdoms to do fo too, that the peace may
be perpetually kept between them, neither is there any
mean we would not ufe to remove fuch unhappy differences
between us and our two houfes ‘of parliament, as we have
done to prevent them. But we do not underftand, that
you or the commiffioners for conferving the peace for both
kingdoms are warranted and obliged to interpofein the af-
fairs and differences of our kingdom of Lngland; and
therefore we cannot, in a bufinefs that fo much concerns
the honour and intereft of the nation, admit you under that-
capacity, or confent that you go qualified for fuch a media-
tion to our two houfes of parliament, till you make it ap-
pear unto us, upon which breach of that aét this warrant
and obligation of yours,and of them that fent you,is ground-
ed.” With this anfwer our commiffioners took their leave,
and had fafe conduét to come home. = '

Tuefday the 18th of April, and third Tuefday thereof,
our provincial affembly fat down in New Aberdeen. Mr.
William Douglas, minifter at Forgue, with great joining
was chofen moderator ; ilk ane ftriving for this place.
Strange orders again{t the papifts. Othro Ferrendale was
found to have given fufficient fatisfattion, and he fware the
covenant now whilk he had fubfcribed before; two mini-
fters were fent for the laird of Corfe to come over to this
affembly, where the brethren conferred publicly with him;
he kept ftill his tenets, and could not be diffuaded therefrae,
neither for fear nor force, and ftoutly alledged he was
wrongoufly and unjuftly depofed, without any lawful

grotnd ;



82 HISTORY OF THE

ground; done more by James Murray, clerk to the gene-
ral affembly, than otherwife by good order. He anfwer-
ed all their queries worthily and pertinently ;5 at laft the
brethren conclude and declare his place, as profeffor, to
continuc in dependence, while the next {ucceeding provin-
cial affembly ; and in the interim to advife with the next
gencral affembly.

Horribly uncouth and unkindly weather at this time,
frofty and cold, marvellous to fee in April ; fifhes, fowls,
and all otlier commodities fcarce gettable in Aberdeen.
Male at 16 merk ; white meal at nine pound; houfehold
meal at 11 or 12 merks the boll. Marvellous to fee! not-
with(tanding this affembly did not proclaim a faft, where-
by we might crave God’s mercy for our fins, and that ke
would remove this tempeftuous weather, now in the very
fpring 5 but many days of faft and humiliation were or-
dained before, and days of thank{giving for lighter caufes.
Upon Friday the 21t of April the brethren diffolved, and

_ilk man home.

Upon the 4th of May a great convention was holden at
Edinburgh, to the whilk miceting our commiflioners, viz.
the chancellor, Mr. Alexander Henderfon, and Mr. Robert
Barclay came downfraethe king; theearlsof Roxburgh and
Lindfay came likewife down 3 but at this meeting there was
little or nothing done, but all continued to the 22d of June.

Ye heard before how Hamilton, Montrofe, Traquair,
and Ogilvie, went up to Newcaftle to vifit the queen. They
in feveral companies came fhortly down, leaving her ma-
jefty at Newcattle.

Upon the 2g9th of May a fhip loaded with vitual, ly-
ing in Ythan, a plank ftruck out of her fide, and filled with
falt water; the meal was put afloat, a great part perifhed,
which was the country people’s malifon, and Ged heard
the famen ; for Mr. Robert Farquhar and other merchants
had coft all the vi¢tual they could get in Buchan, Marr,
Garioch, Boyn, Enzie, Murray, Rofs, Sutherland, South
and North, gave great prices therefore, upon condition to-
receive greater prices again for their own particular com-
modity ; and to have been tranfported into Ireland to the
wreck of our country, giving nine pound for the boll,

whereas
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whereas it might have been fold for the half. Sic as was
recovered of this meal was had away in fmall barks, but
this fhip lay flill while fhe was mended, and fcared away
the falmon fifhes, as was thought.

About this time a number of pirates, Dunkirkers and
Tithes, frequented thir coafts, about the number of 16.
They did great fkaith to our {hips and barks, -fome they
took and {et the men athore; they feta bark ladened with
coalson fire, in {ight of the owners, whom they had fet on
fliore at Peterhead.

General Major Monro about thla time had taken the
carl of Antrim, upon whom he had found feveral letters
very {ufpicious; he writes to the council of Scotland of
this purpofe, and to the general, and therewith fends the
letters untothem, which with the manner of the earl’s taking,
was difcovered by an imprinted paper fet out by the-houfe
of commons.

The earl of Nith{dale and vifcount of Aboyne are fum-
moned at their dwelling-places and mercat croffes to com-
pear before the lords of council under the pain of treafon, -
at the meeting to be kept at Edinburgh the 22d of June;
but thir lords gave no obedience to this fummonds, ftand-
ing to their innocence, and alledged this was but a forged
draught, to caufe them compear, {yne abufe them by ward-
ing, fining, or other punition as they pleafed beft, and be-
ing in their hands they could not flec their intentions good
ot bad.

Ye heard before of a meeting at Edinburgh, and how ali .
was continued to the 22d of June; the caufe of this ¢on-
vention was grounded upon falfe rumours, and improbable
tales fent down by the parliament of England to our Scottith
council, faying, they would prove that his majefty had writ-
ten to the pope (thereby to withdraw the hearts of his loy-
al fubjets) that he fhould bring his three kingdoms under
th= Roman religion, or lofe his three crowns, with many
other odious fpecches againft his majefty, which they
offered to prove by the King’s own letter, written to the
pope, thereby to withdraw the hearts of his loyal {ub-
je€ts from their loyal obedience to his majefty, and withal
did crave aid and afiftance of 10,000 men, Always the

coungil
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council thought it good to conveen the confervators of
peace, and haill eftates of this kingdom, at Edinburgh the
22d of June, to capitulate upon thir and other urgent bufi-
nefs.

The king, hearing of thir falfe calumnies, difperfed and
fpread againft his royal majefty, quickly takes occafion to
purge himfelf from thefe vile afperficns, by fending down a
miffive to feveral of our nobility, and one among the reft to
the lord marquis of Huntly, whereof the tenor fellows,

CHARLES REX.

Right trufty and right well beloved coufin, and right
trufty and well beloved, we grect you well. Since nothing
on carth can be more dear unto us than the prefervation of
the affeCtion of our people, and among them none more than
of thofe of our native kingdom, which, as the long and
uninterrupted government of us and our predeceflors over
them, doth give us juft reafon, in a more near and fpecial
manner, to challenge from them ; {omay they juftly expe&t
a particular tendernefs from us, in every thing which may
contribute to their happinels. But knowing what induftry
is ufed (by fcattering feditious pamphlets, and employing
private agents and minifters) to give bad impreffions of us
and our proceedings; and under a pretence of danger to
religion and government, to corrupt their fidelities and af-
fections, and to engage them in an unjuft quarrel againft us
their king, we cannot therefore but remove thefe jealoufies,
and fecure their fears from all poffibility of any hazard to ei-
ther of thefe from us. 'We have therefore thought fit to re-
quire you to call together your friends, vaflals, tenants, and
fuch others as have any dependence upon you, and in our
name to fhew them our willingnefs to give all affurances they
can deferve, or we poflibly grant (if more can be given than
already is) of preferving inviolzbly all thefe graces and fa-
vours, which of late we granted to that our kingdom ; and
we do wifth God fo to blefs our proceedings and pofterity,
as we do really make good and perform this promife.
'We hope this will give fo full fatisfaction of this our {folemn
proteftation, that no fuch perfons as ftudy divifion, or go a-
bout to weaken the confidence betwixt us and our people,
and juftly deferve the pame and punifhment of im:endia{r)ie?i

' a
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fhall be fheltered from the hand of juftice ; and all fuch o-
thers as fhall endeavour peace and unity, and obedience to
us and our laws, may expet that protetion and iacreafc
of favours from wus, which their fidelity deferves. So ex~
peéting your care hereof, we bid you heartily farewell.
Trom our court at Cxford, 21{t April 1643.
This paper would appear to give content to all his ma-
Jefty’s good fubjeéts, and to clear himfelf frae all thefe foul
afperfions laid out againft him by hisenemies. How foon
the marquis of Huntly receives his majefty’s letter, with all_
diligence he comes to George Middleton’s houfe in Old
Aberdeen, upon Friday the 2d of June, and with all pof=
fible fpeed fends over another letter of the fame contents
(whilk was within the marquis’ pacquet) to Patrick Lefly,
provoﬁ defiring the fame to be publicly read before the
town’s people of Aberdeen, who upon the morn being Sa-
turday, haftily conveened the council, and their minifter
Mr. Andrew Cant. The letter is brokén up and read in
their audience, and the townfhip ordained to be warned to
compear within the tolbooth at 1o hours on Monday next,
by tuck of drum, for hearing the fame publicly read.
After their meeting the provoft declared, that his majelty’s
letter came within the marquis’ paquet, to be read in Aber-
deen, whilk letter he caufed the clerk read publicly, and
the people faid, God fave the king, and fo diffolved in peace.
The king fent fundry of the like letters to his nobility
and good fubjets, to be divulged and fpread throughout
the kingdom. o
Now the marquis coming to Aberdeen, as faid is, in
quiet manner, he upon the morn, being Saturday, directs
the lord Aboyne to meet the marquis of Montrofe and the
lord Ogilvie, who convoyed them to his father; they fup-
ped and lodged together that night. The morn bzing Sun-
day, they heard devotion before and afternoon ; ftayed all
night together. On Monday the marquis, being chancel-
lor of the univerfity, elected by the members thereof, and
ratified by the king, fince the abolifhing of bifhops, came
down to vifit the faid college, and returned to the lords back
again. Tuefday the marquis and they parted, and he rode
down to Kelly that night ; upon the morn the carl of Ma-
rifchal and the earl of Montrofe, with the lord Ogilvie and
Vol. I H lord
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lord Banff, having met with others, came altogether to the
faid place of Kelly, where the marquis was, and bade all
that night in joyful manner. Upon the morn they paried
company. . The marquis rode to Strathboggie ; the earl
Marifchal rode to Inveruric; the lord Banff to Raittie;
Montrofe and the lord Ogilvie came back to George Mid-
dleton’s houfe, and from thence they rode fouth to the king.

The marquis, according to the direttion of his majcfty’s
letter, conveened his friends at Inverurie upon the 15th of
June, and there publicly read the fume in their audience,
and {o departed. But thir meetings bred no little fear in
the hearts of the covenanters.

A meeting among the clergy at London, without any
bifhops except the bithop of Armagh, primate of Ireland,
upon the firft of June, for ordering their kirk, where e-
pifcopacy and common prayer books was found lawful, as
was reported.

Sunday the r1th of June, and Wednefday thereafter,
both fafting days appointed by the committee of the Gene-
ral Affembly at Edinburgh, through all the parifh kirks of
Scotland, for a happy fuccefs to the enfuing meeting to be
holden at Edinburgh. It was folemnly kept in both Aber-
deens ; no booth-door durft be opened in New Aberdcen
upon Saturday before, becaufe of the preparation {fermon,
and charged fo by tuck of drum. v

The earl Marifchal rides fouth to this meeting ; the laird
of Drum and the laird of Philorth as commiffioners for the
thire of Aberdeen; Patrick Lefly, as commiflioner for the
town ; Mr. Andrew Cant and Mr. James Martine, minifter
at Peterhead, was written for ; and Dr. Guild for the
college affairs, went over altogether.

Mr. David Lindfay parfon of Belhelvie, and Mr. John
Ofwald minifter at Aberdeen, went as commiflioners for
the prefbytery of Aberdeen, to the General Aflembly to be
holden at Edinburgh the 2d day of Auguft next, and Tho-
mas Mowat, burgefs of Aberdeen, as ruling elder; they
went off about the 15th day of June.

About this time Sir. George Gordon elder of Gight,
came home out of Germany, where he had been fince he
was taken out of Mr. Thomas Lefly’s houfe, as'ye have
heard before,

About
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About the 18th of June the queen’s majefty comes to Ox-
ford, where the king was, fraec York, where fhe had re-
mained {ince her coming from Newcaftle, as ye have heard.
She is convoyed with Crowner Alexander Lefly of Auch-
intoul, Crowner Henderfon, and feveral other command-
ers, with an army of 5ooo men, well armed and furnithed
with all things neceflary. In her way to Nottingham, fhe
is befet with an army by the lord Gray, of purpofe to
have taken her prifoner. It is ftoutly foughten (in his
majefty’s own prefence, ftanding looking on) by Crowner
Henderfon, where the lord Gray was thamefully routed,
and put to flight, and her majefty (having the duke of Len-
nox all the time of her abfence) goes fafely on towards the
king, where he made her heartily welcome, as fhe well de-
ferved.

Upon the day of June Alexander Gordon of Brafl-
more, through evil counfel pitifully hurt and fore wound-
ed John Gordon his own and only brother german, in
his hand and divers parts of his body, upon a'flight oc-
cafion, at the bifhop’s back yett, and thereafter would ‘not
entertain him, fo that he lived in great mifery, and in end
was forced to leave the country, and go in fervice with
captain Hepburn into France.

Upon the 22d day of June, the lords of his majefty’s
privy council and the commiffioners for conferving the ar-
ticles of the treaty, and haill cftates, conveened in Edin-
burgh upon fome grave refpets and confiderations. = The
roll of the commiffioners names was the firft day read, and
the next day their commiffions were read, whereof fome
thorough informality was repelled. Among other matters
that were handled, the earl of Carnwath, fometime call-
ed Sir Robert Dalziel, was publickly accufed upon fome
{peeches, as was fzid, whereunto he made his own anfwer
in prefence of the lords of council. They rife up, and ilk
man goes to his own lodging, as the cuftom is, to dinner.
Carnwath goes alfo to his dinner, but he returned not back
again in the afternoon to the council, as they expeéted ; al-
ways they fenta man to charge him at his lodging, to com-
pear before the council, but he difobeys; thereafter he is
charged at the mercat crofs of Edinburgh by an herald, to

H 2 comfpear,
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compear, but no obedience ; whereupon the lords fent to
Sir Wiiliam Dick directly, who they knew was debitor
to the faid earl in 40,000l. Scots money, and prefently de-
fired him to bring 10,000 1. to pay for the faid earl’s con-
tempt and contumacy, without further procefs, but that
he was charged in form aforefaid, to compear under the
pain of 10,0c0 pound, whilk they exacted, and truly took
up ; but the carl fearing warding, held out of hands, and
to the king gces he,

To this convention there came from the Englifh parlia-
ment fix commiflioners, viz. the earl of Rutland, Mr.
Hatchet, Sir Harry Vane, both of the houfe of commons,
Mr. Nye preacher, and - - - - but the carl
of Rutland fell fick by the way, and came not with the
reft. They durft not come by land, but came by fea in
of the fhips royal called the Antelope ; they were hionour-
ably received, and made heartily welcome. It was faid
their commifiion was uniformity of religion in Scotland
and Eirgland, agreeable with our profeffion, but more
chiefly for aid and fupport of men to aflift the parliament
againft the king (now daily growing more and more {trong
at the pleafure of God) under pretext of popery and pa-
pifts, which was their aim to fupprefs by violence of arms,
as they alledged, but the contrary was feen. How{oever
matters went, it was found needful that a new covenant
fhould be made up by a committee of the honourable con-
vention of eftates, and of the church and houfes of parlia-
ment their commiflioners in England, as ye may fee here-
after the order and progrefs of this covenant, intending to
have the fame fubfcribed, as well in England as in Scot-
land ; and being under one religion, to join together in
arms againft one gracious kiug, under colour to fupprefs
prelates and papifts, as hereafter more evidently appears.
But I leave the council and confervators both fitting for a
while, counfelling daily with thir Englith commiflioners,
how to make up an army, and to lift money to that effeét,
and gave it out to mediate peace betwixt the king and his
parliament, as was teached daily out of pulpits, fuppofe a-
gainft the king’s will.

Upon Saturday the 1t of July, Sir George Gordon of
Haddo unhappily hurt Alexander Jaffray, late baillie, and

John



. TROUBLES IN SCOTLAND. . 89

John Jaffray their father, at Broom-end, in coming frae
the good man of Brakay’s burial, becaufe the faid Alex~
ander Jaffray being a bailiie, had caufed ward the faid Sir
George’s fervant for hurting another fellow. "This was no
juft quarrel, to purfue a judge for doing juftice ; however
they gat fome blood, but did no fkaith. They parted, and
Haddo immediately thereafter came to the town, and rode
about the crofs in contempt, but the Jaffrays were not yet
come totown. The town thought evil of Haddo’s beha-
viour, to ride fo pridefully about the crofs, after hurting of
their baillie, and his brother ; but this matter was other-
wife handled, and laid upon a higher fhelf, as may be feen
afterwards. 7 : :

‘Word came here about the roth of July, that Sir John
Hotham, governor of Hull, and Sir John ITotham his fon,
were both had under {ufpicion, and that the parliament rad
fent for them to come to London, who went, and were
thercaccufed. :

‘Word came alfo that the earl of Newcaftle had defeated
the lord Fairfax, killed 1500 men, taken 2000 arms and
five picce of cannon, drove them to Bedford, took his lady
prifoner, and befieged himfelf.

Prince Maurice and Sir Ralph Hopetoun gave the rebels
in the weft a great defeat, and killed Harridown their chief
commander, for whom great lamentation was made. He
gave thereafter another defeat, killed and routed {feven fe-
ven troops of horfe, and killed 2000 men, and took eight
pieces of cannon.

Sir William Waller, alias the conqueror, and general to
the carl of Effex’ foot army, was bravely defeated and
routed by the earl of Crawford, commiffary Wilmot, and
Sir John Byron. There was killed to this baftard con~
queror, Goo men, and 8oo taken prifoners, with feven
piece of cannon and all their colours and coronets. Prisce
Rupert by convoy of our townfman Hurry,did great feats
againft Effex ; for the whilk the king knighted Hurry with
his own hand.

The Englith parliament fent Sir Harry Vane and other
commiffioners to Kentfhire, but they were laid faft in prifon.

'The parliament hearing that their commiflioners were fo a~
H 3 + bufed
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bufed and imprifoned, fent thortly forces to be revenged of
this high injury ; but the Kentfhire men fhortly went to
armg, and made them retire back again.

The king hearing of this, fent quickly to Kent 2000 rid-
ers, and horfes, to affift them againft the parliament; and
that they were in readinefs, befides the king’s forces, 10000
ftrong, to attend the king’s fervice.

The lord Newcaftle is {trong ; the lord Kingfton, ge-
reral of Lincoln, is taking up for the king 8000  horfe and
foot, and the queen has in garrifon about her gooo horfe
and foot.

There was a ficknefs in Effex’s army, very fearful, and
not ordinary before, where dicth daily eighty perfons. Se-
the finger of God may be {cen Lere alfo.

Banburgh in Lincolnfhire was lately betrayed to the lord
Willoughby. He took the lord Kingfton, a brave noble-
man for the king, prifoner, and was fending him in a pin-
nace to Hull; but colenel Candith came prefently with 24
troops of horfe, and general King came alfo with fome hun-.
dred mtifketeers ; they took this pinnace as fhe was going
forth, where unfortunately the lord Kingfton was flain
(much. to be lamented) by a fhot coming from the king’s.
men, and Banbury is {traitly befieged by the king’s forces.

The earl of Newcaftle honourably fet at liberty the tady
Fairfax, (whom he took prifoner) freely, any ranfom, or ex-
change of any prifoner for her. Forces in Cumberland and:
Weftmoreland, both of horfe and foot, daily raifing for
the king. Y'he carl of Effex keepeth himfelf in faft places,
fo that he cannot be fought with, and is under fuipicion.
The lord Gray is committed to the Tower, for refufing to
be commiffioner from the parliament to Scotland. They are
mightily dift:effed in London for want of coals, and no trade
nor handywork ufed, but all to defolation. General King
Leat all the Northampton forces, and killed the moft {pecial
men there, that were for the parliament. The General
Afl:mbly at London had 2pproved epifcopacy, and the book
of commen prayer. All thir things wexe done in this
month of ]uly.

Upon' the day of July, Adam Abercrombie kilied:
bis wife’s fon, cal'ed George Leith, brother geriman to

the,
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the good man of Harthill, and who alfo was married to
the faid Adam’s own daughter. Thus in a combat the
father-in-law flays the fon-in-law, and wins away un-
punithed ; marvellous in thofe days, without refpeét of
birth or blood, to fee flanghter and bloodfhed daily com-
mitted.

Mr. Andrew Cant came home from this meeting to Aber-
deen upon the 20th of July, and upon the 25th of July
there was. a committee holden at Kintore, by the faid Mr.
Andrew Cant, Mr. David Lindfay, Mr. Thomas Mitchell
parfon of Turriff, Mr. John Paterfon minifter at Foveran,
Mr. John Cheyne minifter at Kintore, Mr. John Seaton
minifter at Kemnay, and feveral others. Thir perfons had
power from the committee of the kirk at Edinburgh to meet,
fitand cognofce Mr. Andrew Logie minifter at Rayne, up-
on a delation given in againft him to the faid committee of
the kirk or general affembly holden at Edinburgh, for un-
found do&rine,whilk Mr. John Abercrombie (his mortal
enemy) alledged he heard him teach at his ewn parith
church of Rayne. Well, the brethren conveens accord-
ing to their order, day and place forefaid. Mr. Andrew Lo-
gie compears, falls in fome difpute; he alledged he would
bide by what he had faid that day to be orthodox doc-
trine, free of error and herefy ; but the brethren, efpecial-
ly Cant, bearing extreme hatred and malice againft him,,
as he who was not a f{incere covenanter in his heart, could
not be fatisfied with the faid Mr. Andrew’s lawful argu.
ments ; and he {eeing their partiality, produced an appella-
tion in write, appealing frae their judgment to the pref-
bytery of Garioch, according to the old form ; but their
brethren difdained to adinit this appellation, or to hear
the reafons thereof read, but fhortly diffolved, charging
him to compear before the general aflfembly the gth of
Auguft, whilk he did not keep, but unwifely fent over the
reafons of his appellation, being 29 in number, to Mr. A-
lexander Henderfon, in whom he had fome confidence,
looking he would be moderator, as it fcll forth fo; buthe
got fmall friendfhip, being abfent himfelf 5 for thir forefaid
brethren wrote over to the General Affembly, declaring
the faid Mr. Logic’s carriage to be worfe than it was.
! Upon:
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Upon thir and other refpeéts his appellation was not read,
whilk was divinely grounded, and learnedly fet down, as
was thought. \

. Upon the 17th of July the lord Rae fhips at Aberdeen,
and went to Denmark, who had lyen a long time at Torry;
he was the king’s man ; fee more of him hereafter.

Upon the fecond day of Auguft, the General Affembly
fat down in Edinburgh. Sir Thomas Hope, advocate, is
commiffioner for the king, by his letters patent. He took
the place proudly upon him, for the honours were daily
carried, when he went out and into this aflembly, before
him 3 and at preaching he fat in the king’s loft in St. Giles®
kirk. To this aflembly went commiflioners, and their
laic elders from ilk prelbytery within the kingdom; a-
mongft whom went for the prefbytery of Aberdeen Mr.
David Lindfay of Belhelvie, and Mr. John Ofwald one of

“the minifters of Aberdeen, and Thomas Mowat, burgefs of
the faid burgh, as a laic or ruling elder. Mr. Alexander
Henderfon minifter at Edinburgh was chofen moderatot.
‘This affembly fat down ilk day by eight hours in the morn-
ing, and continued till 12 hours, {yne went to dinner at two
hours. They advifed and counfelled with'the confervators
of peace, or convention of eftates, and fecret council, of
what they had been doing while fix hours at even, fyne
diffolved and went home. Thus the affembly had with
them the convention of eftates, the confervators of the
treaty, and fecret council, all fitting with them in their own
meeting-rooms, for giving and taking advice and counfel
of one another in matters that paft. There was divers mat-
ters agitated in this affembly, amongft the which Mr. An-
drew Logie was called, but not compearing, he was fimpli-
citer deprived, and his kirk declared vacant without any
further procefs, which was thought very fummary dealing
without any proven offence ; and thereafter his kirk was
planted with another minifter, as ye may fee hereafter,
Dr. Forbes’ place was filled with Mr. William Douglas,
minifter at Forgue, as ye have hereafter ; and he and Dr.
Lefly, fometime principal of the King’s College of Aber-
decn, to be warned to {wear and fubfcribe the covenant,

otherwife to be excommunicated, but little procefs follow-
ed
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ed thereupon againft any of them. Mr, William Wedder-
burn, minifter at Bethelnie, depofed for fornication, as ye
have before, gets now liberty to preach upon his repent-
ance, how foon he might be provided in a kirk. The reft
of their affembly acts is to be found in their own books,
to the which I refer myfelf; but here I may not forget a
fupplication given in to this reverend aflembly, produced
by the commiflioners fent by the Englith parliament. ‘This
fupplication was fet down in write under the hands of 72
Englith minifters, as was reported, and figneted with their
{eals, of the whilk the tenor follows.

¢ Reverend and belovad,

« Theexperience, which we have had of your forward-
nels in receiving, and faithfulnefs in weighing, our for-
mer addrefles, hath given us abuadant encouragement
to take hold of this prefent opportunity of breaking out
fome of our forraws, which your love and our neceflity
commands us to prefent to your confideration and com-
pafiion. Much we know we may commit to the wifdom
and fidelity of our brethren, thefe meflengers unto you, to
impart to you concerning our miferable condition, and un-
to them we fhall leave the reft.. Your own national, but
efpecially Chriftian intereft, will not permit you to hide
your eyes from the bleeding condition of your poor diftref~
fed brethren in England, fhould-neither letters nor mef-
fengers be fent unto you; but meflengers coming, we thould
at once neglect ourfelves, fhould we not a little eafe our
burdened hearts by pouring them out into your bofoms,
and feem ungrateful unto you, of whofe readinefs to fuffer
with us, and to do for us, we have fo great and ample tef-
timonies.

¢ Surely, if ever a poor nation was on the edge of a de-
fperate precipice; if evera poor kirk was ready to be fival-
lowed up by {atan and his inftruments 5 we are that nation,
we are that church: andin both refpe&@s fo much the mor
miferable, by how much we expected not a prefervaticn
only, bat an augmentation alfo of happinefsin the one, and
glory in the other. 'We looked for peace, but no good
came ; and for a time of healing, but behold trouble ! our
God, who in his former judgments was a moth and rot-

tennels
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tennefs (and yet had of late began to fend us health and
cure) is now turned a lyon to us, and threatens to rend the
very calves of our hearts ; from above he has fent a fire into
our bones, and it prevails againft us ; from our own bowels
he has called forth and ftrengthened an adverfary againft
us, a generation of brutifh hellith men, the rod of his anger,
the ftaff of his indignation, under whofe cruelties we bleed,
and if prefent mercy ftep not in, we die. Righteous art
thou, O Lord! and juft are thy judgments; but oh! the
barbarous carriage of our enemies, wherever God gives up
any of his hidden ones into their hands! we need not
exprefs it unto you, who know the inveterate and deadly
malice of the antichriftian faftion againft the members of
our Lord Jefus. And it is wellknown ; we need not ex-
prefs it toyou ; in truth we cannot. Your own thoughts
can tell you better than any words of ours, what the mer-
cy of papifts is towards the'minifters and fervants of our
Lord Jefus Chrift ; but the Lord knows we are not trou-
bled fo much fer their rage againft us, or our own miferies
and dangers ; but that which breaks our hearts, is the dan-
ger we behold the proteftant religion in all he reformed
churches at this time, through that too great and formi-
dable ftrength the popifh faction is now raifed to. If our
God will lay our bodies as the ground, and as the ftreet
under their feet, and pour our blood as duft before their
fury, the will of the Lord be done. Might our blood
be a facrifice to ranfom the reft of the faints and churches
of Chrift from antichriftian fury, we would offer it up
upon this fervice gladly; but we know their rage is infa-
tiable, and will not be quenched with our bloods. It
is immortal, and will not die with us; armed againft us,
not as men, but as Chriftians, but as proteftants, and as
men defiring to reform ourfelves, and to draw ourfelves
and others yet nearer unto God.  And if God give us up
to be devoured by this rage, it will take more ftrength and
courage (at leaft) to attempt the like, againft all the pro-
teftant and reformed churches. In a deeper fenfe of this
extreme danger, threatning us and you, and all other
churches reformed, than we can exprefs, we have made
this addrefs unto you, in the bowels of our Lord Jefus

Chrift,
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- Chrit, humbly imploring your moft fervent prayers to
God, who hears prayers, who, if we fhould judge by pro-
vidences, feems to be angry with our prayers, though we
truft he doth but feem fo ; and though he kil us, yet will
we trult in him. Oh! give us the brotherly aid of our
reinforced tears and prayérs, that the bleffings of truth
and peace, which our prayers alone hath not obtained,
yours conjoyned may; and give us, reverend and much ho-
noured in the Lord, your advice what remaineth for us fur-
ther to do, for making of our own and kingdom’s peace
with God. We have lyen in the duft before him; we
have poured out our hearts in humiliation before himj; we
have in fincerity endeavoured to reform ourfelves, and
with nolefs fincerity defired, ftudied, and laboured the pub-
lic reformation : neverthelefs the Lord has not as yet turn-
ed himfelf from the fiercenefs of his anger. Be pleafed
to advife us further, what may be the happieft courfe for
uniting the proteftant party more firmly, that we may all
ferve Ged with one confent, and ftand up againft anti-
chrift as one man; that cur God, who now hides himfelf
from his people, may return unto us, delight in_us, fcat-
ter and fubdue his and our enemies, and caufe his face to
fhine upon us. 'The Lord profper you, and preferve you,
fo that the great work of thefe latter ages may be finithed,
to his honour, and our own and the church’s happinefs,
threugh Jefus Chrift.”

It is faid this long-tailed fupplicaticn was well heard of
by the brethren of the General Affembly; and having the
council and eflates and confervators of the treaty all within
the town, fitting at their confultations daily, they advifed
altogether upon this fupplication, and what was {poken by
word, or brought by the faids meflengers to the council,
eftates or confervators forefaid; and after long confidera-
tion they allin one voice finding the quarrel, as they thought,
ftanding prefently betwixt the king and his parliament, was
the reformation of religion, and mifkent any other deeds
done againft the king’s authority and royal prerogative (as

"if they faw not the fame) refolves and concludes to make
up a new covenant, and fend it into England to be {worn
and fubfcribed ; whilk if they did, that then it fhould be

fwoern
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{fworn and fubfcribed by us all in Scotland, and then to
take them by the hand for defence and maintenance of re-
ligion, who ftocd ftill in rebellion againft the king in their
unlawful parliament, and all deeds of hoftility., This be-
ing concluded upon, (without the advice, confent, or know-
ledge of the king) by the council, eftates and affembly fore-
{aid, or at leaft by a committee from the faid general affem-
bly, by an imprinted act dated the 14th of Auguft, the famen
was approven by another imprinted aét by the convention
of eftates, dated the 17th of Auguft.

There followed another ordinzance frae the commiffion-
ers of the General Affembly, for the receiving and folemn-
ly fwearing and fubfcribing of the faid league and cove-
nant, 1nd another ordinance from the convention of eftates,
which copied is thus :

¢« Forafmickleas by an al of the convention of eftates
holden at Edinburgh the 15th day of Anguft 1643 vears,
for the loan and tax, it is ftatute and ordamed, that for
the wants and neceffities of the Scots army in Ireland, and

.other caufes contained in the f2id a&, the fum of twelve

hundred thoufand merks Scots money, with a hundred
thonfand merks, as allowance to the colleGors for inga-
thering the fame, together alfo with fix fcore thouﬁnd
pounds Scots for lev3 ing the men, horfe, and foot contain-
ed in the faid a&, fhould be uplifted by way of tax and
loan, out of the fe\ eral fheriffdoms and burrows of this
kingdom, conform to a roll to be fet down by the conveen-
ers of ilk {heriffdom, both of fpiritnal and temporal lands,
conform to the whilk aé the lairds of Drum and Philorth
arc appointed to be conveeners for the firft meeting of the
{fheriffdom of Aberdeen, (and thereafter thofe of the fhire
to choofe their own conveeners) Robert Farquharfon of

TInnercaunld, John Irvine of Belty, Alexander Strachan of

Glenkindy, Sir William Forbes of Craigievar, Mr. Wil-
ltam Davidfon of Cairny, Sir Gilbert Menzies of Pitfod-
dels, Thomas Erfkine of Pittodry, Mr. Robert Farquhar of
Munie, Mr. Robert Gordon of Pitlurg, George Gordon of
Coclairachie, John Udny of that ilk, James Hay of Mui-~
riefold, Robert Irvine of Feddret, and john Keith of
Clockreach, who fhall convcen with the haill heritors,

2 life-
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liferenters, tackfmen of teinds, titulars, proper wadfetters,
penfioners, conjunét fiars, ladies terces, and others within
the faid Ihcnﬁ'dom, upon the firft Tuefday of October
next 1643, asthe firft day of their meeting, within the tol-
booth of Aberdeen, and that the fame be intimate at the
mercat crofs of the head burgh of the (hire and cvery pa-
rifh kirk thereof, immediately after divine fervice; and the
faids conveeners, with fuch other comml‘ﬁonera as fhall
conveen for the time, fhall caufe call by name and firname
the heritors, liferenters, titulars, tackfmen of teinds, and o-
thers forefaid, who bruik any benefit to landward, where-
by profit or commodity arifeth, and by confent of them, or
the moft part, fhall make, fele¢t and choofe eight perfons,
to be adjoined to the faids commiffioners, who fhall make
choice of a clerk, and give up a juft rental and trve
worth of every perfon or perfons their prefent year’s rent,
of this cropt and year of God 1643, to landward, as
well of land and teinds, as of any other thing whereby
yearly profit and commodity arifeth. With certification, if
they compear not, the faids conveeners thall value and give
up {uch rental of the faids perfons their lands, teinds, and
others forefaid, as they fhall think expedient, and the faids
heritors and’ others forefaid compelled to pay conform
thereto before the term of Candlemafs next, as in the faid
at is at length contained, conform to the faid aét and in-~
ftrution direct for that effect; intimates to all and {undry
titulars, tack{men of teinds, proper wadfetters, ladies ter-
ces, and others within the faid fherifdom of Aberdeen
that they and ilk ane of them conveen within the to! boot'P
©of Aberdeen upon the firft Tueflday of Q&tober next 1643
years, with the faids conveeners and commiffioners fore-
{aid, and there give up and fet down ane perfect rental and
roll of ilk perfon’s rents within the faid (heriffdom of A-
berdeen and parithes thereof, with certification as contain-
ed in the faid a&t, &c.”

Now when this aét was iutimate to the king’s lieges, of
fuch grievous burdens and taxations, whereof the like was
never heard of in any King’s reign, and now impofed with-
out warrant of the king, by fubje¢ts upon fubjeéts, let any
difcreet man judge, how the loyal fubjefs of this poor
kingdom were bora down and daily oppreft.

Vol. I1. I Now,



93 HISTORY OF THE

Now as thir works are a working in fight of the Engliflh
commiffioners, and to their great joy, and gladnefs of the
brethren of the affembly, who all this time are fitting; the
king’s advocate and his commiflioner carried himfelf as a
good patriot for the country; but how the king was
plealed, I cannot tell. The affembly indiéts another ge-
neral affembly to be holden at Edinburgh the laft Wed-
nefday of May 1644, and about the 29th of Auguft, rofe np
and diffolved, leaving the council and confervators of the
treaty at their meetings and confultations.

In the mean time ‘the lord Maitland, and the faid Mr.
Alexander Henderfon, and Mr. George Gillefpie, two of
the miniiters of Edinburgh, were fent immediately after ri-
fing of the faid affembly to the parliament of England, with
the league and covenant, there to befubfcribed and fworn.
Some of the Englith commiffioners went alfo with them,
as was {aid, and others bade behind, attending their retarn.
Our commiffioners before named went by fea to London
for by land they had no peaceable paffage. As thisis doing,
Berwick is taken in by the eftates, by device of the Englith
parliament, as ye fhall hereafter hear, contrary to the
treaty, as the king alledged.

Ye heard before how the laird of Haddo hurt Alexan-
der and John Jaffrays; they go over with their father, re-
commended by the burgh of Aberdeen, to the burghs of
Scotland, and makes them all their friends, and raifes let-
ters, charging Haddo to compear before the council, juftice,

or commiffioners of eftates, at Edinburgh, the 2d day of
Augult, to anfwer at the inftance of the faids complainers,
and of the king’s advocate for his intereft. Haddo feeks
peace, friendly, but no agreeance at home nor abroad ; he
refolves to fit at home, fceing the iniquity of the times:
~wherefore he is fined in 20,000 merks, whereof soo0 to
the complainers, and 15000 to the public, and to make
payment under the pain of horning ; likeas he was charg-
ed, denounced, and regiftrate, for not payment thereof.
However the Jaffrays repented fomewhat of their going on
fo bufily, fince their part of the fine was fo little, and
thought the public fhould have taken no part hereof, re-
{olving by that means to fettc inore fairly with Haddo,hif

’ the
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the haill fine had been at their command ; but the cftates
thought this gear well won. A monftrous unheard of
five, for fo fmall a fault, not being flaughter nor mutila-
tion, nor other criminal crime !—DBut Haddo beheld all,
and whereupon forrow fell, as ye may fee hereaftcr.

As thir things are a doing, the convention of eflates
fends a meflenger to the marquis of Huatly, chargiag him,
as a peer of the land, to comgpéar before them, but he dif-
obeyed that charge. 'Lhereafter they feat an herald, to
charge him, under the pain of treafon, to coinpear, but be
bides at home ; whereupon he is denounced and regiftrate
at the horn, thinking after an illegal manner to take him
by caption, and to ufe him at their pleafurc; whereupen
the marquis writes to the council and eftates, thewing it
was well known his eftate was under burden, and he was
labouring to pay his dcbts, as he might, againft Martin-
mafs next, {o that conveniently he could not come over to
this convention. 2d, He declared, his rent was not able
to meintain him {ix weeks in Edinburgh, which might ful-
tain him a whole year at home. 3d, He faid he was of-
fenfive to none, but peaceably fet, and no wife mindful to
perturb the country, but {hould underly what was lawfully
laid upon him, or his ground; and for their better affur-
ance, fent over a blank bond fubferibed with his hand, to
keep thir conditions, under what penalty they pleafed them-
felves to put in.  'With thir letters the laird of Cluny was
fent to Edinburgh, but the eftates difdainfully rcjeéted his
letters and bond, and would not hear thercof, but refotved
to take order with him fhortly. ‘The marquis hearing 8f
this, and having a troubled eftate, glad to live in peace,
and could not get it, fent over to the eftates, defiring
letters patent that he might go out of the country to France,
there to ferve with fifty gentlemen, in his own place of
Gens d’Armes ; but this is refufed alfo, whereat the mar-
quis is highly offended, and brought almoft under de-
ipair, not knowing what courfe to take for keeping his
loyalty to his mafter the king, of wliom you may hear fome
more hereafter, and which made him to take up arms at
Iaft. :

As the convention of eftates are handling the marquis

of
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of Huntly zt this rate, fo to grieve the country more inte-
lerably, they fet out a charge, whilk copied is this.

s¢ Carolus Rex.

<« Charles, by the grace of God, king of Great Britain,
France, and Ireland, defender of the faith, to our lovites
- - - - - - - meflengers, in
that part conjunétly and feverally, fpecially conftitute,
greeting.  Forafmickleas" the eftates of our kingdom of
Scotland, prefently conveened, taking into their moft feri-
ous confideration the great and imminent danger of the true
proteftant religion, and of the peace of thir kingdoms, from
the treacherous and bloody plots, confpiracies, and attempts
of the papifts and prelates, malignants and their adherents ;
have, after.mature deliberation, thought expedient to en-
ter into a mutual league and covenant with our kingdom of
England, for the defence of the true proteftant reformed
religion in the Kirk of Scotland, and the reformation of re-
ligicn in the kirk of England, according to the word of
God, the example of the beft reformed churches, and as
may bring the kirks of both kingdoms to the neareft con~
junétion and uniformity of religion and church govern-
ment. . And fiklike to preferve and defend the rights and
privileges of our parliament, and liberties of our kingdoms,
refpe&tively, and to preferve and defend cur perfon and au-
thority, in the prefervation of the faid true religion and li-
berties of our kingdoms, and to obferve the articles of the
Tate treaty and peace between the two nations, and to affift
2nq defend all that fhall enter into this covenant, in the
maintaining and purfuing thereof, as the famen more fully
purports : which, as it will be a comfort and encourage-
ment to all Chriftians who fear God and love religion, to
all good and loyal fubjecs who truly honour us,and toall
true patriots who tender the liberty of the country, fo doubt-
lefs it will exafperate and enrage the faid papifts, prelates,
malignants, and their adkerents, to praftice and execute
all the mifchief and cruelty they can againft this kirk and
kingdom, as they have done in our kingdoms of England
and Ireland.

s For preventing whereof, the eftates of this our faid
kingdom (according to the pradlice of our council, conven-

tion
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tidn of our eftates, and our parliaments in former times, in
the like exigences) have refolved to put this our kingdom
with all poffible fpeed in a prefent pofture of defence; anid
for the better fafety and fecurity thereof, have ftatute and
ordained, and hereby ftatutes 1ad ordains, that immediate-
ly after publication hereof, all the fencible perfons within
this our kingdom of Scotland, betwixt fixty and fixteen
years of age, of whatfomever quality, rank, or degree, fhall
provide themfelves with forty days provifion, and with am--
munition, arms, and other warlike provifion of all forts, in
the moft fubftantions manner, for horfe and foor, with
tents and other furnithings requifite, and that horfemen be
armed with piftols, broad fwords, and fteel caps; and
where thefe arms cannot be had, that they provide jacks,
lances and fteel bonnets 3 and that the footmen be armed
with mutket and fword, or pikes and fword, and where
thefe cannot be had, that they be furnithed with halberts,
Lochaber axes, or Jedburgh ftaves and fwords. Cur will
is herefore, and we ftraitly charge and command, that in-
continent thir our letters feen, ye pafs to the mercat crofs
of Edinburgh, and feveral burrows of this our kingdom
of Scotland, and parith kirks thereof, wherethrough none
may pretend ignorance of the fame, and that ye commaiid
and charge all and fundry our fubjets forefaid, being fen-
cible perfons, betwixt fixty and fixteen years, to provide
themfelves in manner forefaid, and to be in readine(s to
make their rendezvous, thus armed, at the places appoint-
ed by our eftates and committees, having power from them,
within 48 hours after they fhall be fawfully warned by or-
der from them to that effeét, as they will teftify their affec-
tion to the proteftant religion, the liberties of our king-
doms, our own honours, and the peace and fafety of that
their native country, and under the pain to be efteemed as
encmies to religion, us, and our kingdoms ; and their haill
goods to be confifcate to the ufe of the public. Given
under our fignet at Edinburgh, the 18y day of Aunguft,
and of our reign the 1gth year 1643.
¢ Per altum Dominorum concilii (fic fub.y
Arch. Prymrofe Clk. Con.”
'This piece came out with the leagee and covenant, and
att for lean and taxzation, which you have heard before,
I3 to
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the great afinoyance of the king’s fubjeéts when it was pub-
lifhed; but is ftrange to fee the convoyance of this odd
piece, hatched and made up narrative in the king’s name,
and in the afflumption would carry no lefs; but the eftates
and the reft might fet out fuch proclamations ; fo, whether
it be the king’s proclamation, or the eftates proclamation,
it is hard to {py; fave that the conclufion is in the king’s

ame. However it be, this proclamation is fct out without
the king’s knowledge or confent, as was the ufe before,
yea, exprefsly againf his will.

Thus is the king’s haill loyal {ubje&s brought daily
more and more under fubjeétion and flavery, without au-
thority or warrant frae the king.

About this time, many witches are taken in Anftruther;
Dyfart, Culrofs, St. Andrews, and fundry other parts on
the coaft-fide of Fife ; they made ftrange confeffions, and
were burnt to the death.

About this time - Gordon younger of Tillie-
frofkic, was taken upon the caufey of Edinburgh, and ward-
ed in the tolbooth thereof, for maintaining {fome points of
Brownifmn.

Ye heard before how the earl of Nith{dale and vifcount
of Aboyne were fummoned to compear before the council
and confervators of peace, anent negotiating with the earl
of Antrim. Word came about the 12th of Auguft, that
they were both forfeited at the crofs of Edinburgh for
their non-compearance, and declared traitors, without war-
rant, confent, or authority of the king ; and they are both
forced to flee the land, and feek the king’s help, for at
home they durft not abide.

About the 12th of Auguft, haill families, man, wife,,
and children, flees out of London for fafety of their lives,
fome to one kingdom and fome to another, and fome came
to Scotland, occafioned by thir troubles; pitiful to behold ¥
Briftol, the third richeft burgh in all England, is now a-
bout this time taken in by the King’s men with great flaugh-
ter on both fides. The king himfelf was lying at Oxford,.
and not at the intaking thereof. There was gottcn 8¢
pieces of ordnance, flore of ammunition, arms, pewder
and ball, with abundance of viCtualsy gold and filver plate,

with



TROUBLES IN-SCOTLAND, 103:

with other riches. Three of the king’s fhips lying in the
river were alfo taken, with diverfe others able to carry can-.
non. The king getting word, comes haftily from Ox-
ford to Briftol, creates the lord Hopetoun, a brave com-
mander, governor of this great city, to the conteatment of
the young prince, and marquis of Hartford, who for their
places of war were contending to put in a governor in the.
faid town. Thereafter the king returns back to Oxford..

In this month of Auguft, the marquis’ fifter Jean Gor-.
don, lady and reli€t of umquhile lord Strathbrane, came
here to the North, and took up her houfe in Lefmoir.

In this month many news came to Aberdeen. Licter
was ftraitly befieged, and the earl of Warwick feeking to
relieve it, was routed and defeated.

That 500 Kentmen left the parliament, and came in to-
the king ; and at Chatham difarmed fuch as were againft
his majefty, and took fomne ordnance and fome of the king’s
thips : That Sir John Hotham accufed Mr. Pym before
the Englifh pariiament, for gathering together 500,000l
fterling to his own ufe, againft the public weal, whereof
the trial was fafhious to the parliament ; fee hereafter where
that traitor Pym dyed before he was hanged: That Gainf-
burgh is taken h?the king. Lincoln yielded to his ma-
jefty, where his excellency the earl of Newecaftle had got
ftore of vi€tuals, 8oo mufkets and eight pieces of ordnance,
and that he has advanced his cannon over Trent.  Sir John
Henderfon made lord general of the horfe, and colonel
Byron made governor of Newark. That the earls of Nor-
thumberland, Bedford, Lincoln, and diverfe other noble-
men, had left the parliament and come to the king, and
left few of the nobles in the upper houfe, and the lower
houfe alfo daily diminifhing. That the lord Willoughby
fled, and taken the rout to Bofton ; his haill baggage loft,
and not 300 men in his company, and that the town was
under treaty. That Glocefter is befieged, and many men
loft on both fides. This was the news that came to Aber-
deen at this time. q

Saturday the 2d of September the proclamation anent
all manner of men, betwixt 6o and 16, to be in readinels,
was made at the crafs of Aberdeen, by tuck of drum, of

¥ which
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which ye heard before, like as the famen proclamation was
twice read and proclaimed thereafter at the crofs, but little

obedience was given in thir parts thereto. :
Sunday the third of September, the communion was
given here in Cld Aberdeen, as it was laft. Sermon end-
€d, this proclamation was read alfo at the outgoing of the
people at the kirk door, by Alexander Wildgoofe reader.
This communion was theught to be untimeoufly given here,
being in the height of harveft. Communion the fecond time
was given here upon the 10th of September, being Sunday.
Now it was concluded by our council and eftates, to
raife an army to go into England, in defence of the good
caufe, the tree proteftant reformed religion, rights of par-
liament, and the liberties of the kingdoms of England, Scot-
land and Ireland, and to defend the king agaioft all pre-
lates, papifts, and malignant perfons. ‘Lhis is flrange to
{ee, how our army fhall rife in defence of the king, witheut
his own confent, and under colour of religion to aid and
affift the kinglefs parliament of England, now ftanding re-
belitoufly it arms againft the King; and it may be marvelled
with what reafon juftly we could do {o, getting all our wills
according to the unjuft defire of our hearts, at his majefty’s
hands; or what intereft we had to iSkerpone ourfelves
betwixt the king and his fubjects of England, fince reafon
would fay, we had gotten our wills; and therefore we might
live inreflt and peace. No, no, it muft te otherwife; Eng-
land has gotten our turn done, and we muft help them to
get their turn done alfo, in all things, both in kirk and pe-
lice, like unto our government, whercin if England hap.-
pened not to prevail, then our grounds fo furely eftablifhed
was to be feared, and the king might come back upon us,
and revoke what he had done.  Upon this ground we will
raife an army, (as was thought) and makes general Lefly to
take the charge upon him of this fervice, who cheerfully
accepted the fame, and began now to work wpon the order-
ing of this’ war, as ye fhall hereafter hear; and nothing
heard but tucking of drums and proclamations. :
It was faid, fome of the nobles had a meeting at Aber-
deen, with whom the marquis of Hamilton happened to be
(as oae who pretended to favour the king) and laid compt
to
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to ftop any raifing of arms againft his majefty, but all for
nought; it turned to finall effeét. Their mecting was Sep-
tember, about 14 noblemen.

Upon the 14th of September James Anderfon, an ho-
nelt burgefs of Aberdeen, caufed bring to the Kirk a bairn
whilk his wife had new born, to be baptized, becaufe it was
weak, about two afternoon, and conveened his goffips and
comers, as the cuftom is. Then the father goes to the mi-
nifters to come and baptize his bairn, being weak, but ilk
ane after other anfwered, they would not baptize till after
the le¢ture was done. 'The bairn grows weaker; the fa-
ther goes again, but ftill refufed ; at laft the father canfes
ring the bell the fooner, to make them come to their lec~
ture, but they fat flill ¢ill the honr came; but before the
lefture was done the filly infant deceafes in the comers ,
arms at the pulpit foot, withont benefit of baptifin. The
people fell all in murmuring and amazement at the doiugs
of their minifters; and the father and friends conveened
waxed wonderful {forrowful; but Mr. John Ofwald, who
faid the le€ture, perceiving the bairn to be dead, faid, inge
the bairn is dead in the kirk, caufe bury it in the kirk 4
whilk was inftantly done, whereat fundry godly perfors
were not well content at this church government. Inlike
manner Thomas Blackhall, a burgefs of the town, caufed
bring his lawful bairn to the kirk to be baptized upon the
10th of April before, and held up the bairn in his own hand,
as the cuftom is ; but Mr. Andrew Cant would not give the
bairn baptifim in the father’s hand, till a goffip got the bairn
in his hand, alledging he was a papilt.

About this 4th of September, trial was gotten of fome g
or 6oo merks ftolen out!of Mr. John Ray, one of the re-
gents of the Newtown’s cheft. It was found that Mr.
Andrew Cant, the holy minifter’s fon, drew the nails of the
cheft, and faftened the fame with new nails, ha?r_ing ane=
ther holy brother’s fon in his company, called Strachar,
and ftudent with himfelf, fon to Mr. William Strachan,
parfon of Daviot. ‘Their prodigal {pending, drinking and
debauching, made it to be tried, after this regent had tane
a boy of his called Mathifon, who kept his chamber, and’
tormented him moft pitifully for the famen, being innocent,

but
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but the two rich fathers paid for their fons theft. A great
fcandal to icholars, they being both ftudents, and fo the
matter was filenced ; but if any oiber ftudent had done the
fame, Cant would have cried out-againft the fame malici-
oufly in the pulpit, and feen them put to the college yetts,
wherein they without punition were creditably kept.

Upon Monday the 11th of September, proclamation
was madeat the crofs of Aberdeen, for in gathering of the
taxation and levy money by way of lcan, cxtending to
1,200,000 merks Scots money, and 100,000 tmerks to the
colleétors for ingathering of the fame, and fix fcore thou-
fand pound for levying of men and horfe to be uplifted by
way of loan, conform to an aét of the cenvention of eftatec.

Ye heard before of the intaking of Berwick. It was
as is reported after this manner ; while the heedlefs parlia-
mentars were negotiating with our Scots, as ye heard be-
fore, about the beginning of September there came five of
the king’s own fhips, now at this parliament’s fervice, to
Berwick, and landed 300 foldiers, whom the major receiv-
ed like a traitor, and we being defired to fend forces to de-
fend this town againft the king if occafion offered, fent thort-
ly a fupply of men to keep and defend the {fame, upon all
adventures, whereat the king was offended.

Ye heard before how the earl of Nithfdale and lord A-
boyne went to the king. The earl of Montrofe and lord
Ogilvie likewife fled the land, and paft to the king.

Upen the 11th of September there came to Aberdeen a
baillicand a deacon, commiffioners from Edinburgh to A-
berdeen, defiring that Mr. John Ofwald, one of their mini-
fters, fhould be tranfported to their burgh of Edinburgh,
for ferving the cure there; whilk was granted, and he re-
moved out of Aberdeen to Edinburgh upon the 23d of Oc-
tober thereafter, leaving our town to be ferved with Mr.
Andrew Cant and Mr. John Rue, till his room was filled.

Ye heard before of our general affembly, and of the
fupplication given in to them by the parliamentars divines
and commiffioners, and of the league and covenant that was
shen made. How foon the king heard of this, he was
highly moved, and fhortly writes to the council of Scotland,
which cogied is thus.

C.R.
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< Right trufty and well beloved ; whereas we have been
informed, that the late general '1ﬂ2..nb1y of our Kirk of Scot-
land have thought fit our {ubjets there thould enter into
a mutual league and covenant with thefe our two houfes of
parliament of England, who are, and in long time have
been in rebellion againft us 5 a motion we never could have
expected to proceed from fo grave and pious perfons as that
meeting did confift of : therefore we do require you, pub-
licly by proclamation, to intimate our pleafure, that no {uch
oath or covenant be prefled upon our Scots fubjeéts, or by
them eatered into with any other perfons, in name of our
houles of parliament, or any other of our fubjets of Eng-
land, until we be firft acquainted therewith and approve
thereof; and this our letter we defire you to put in record,
which fhall be a fafficient warrant to all our good beJC&S
not to give obedience to any command, under any pretence,
from what pretended power foever, to the contrary hereof.
Webid you heartily farewell. = Given atour court of Eve-
fham, the 14th day of September, and 19th year of our
reign.” 1643.

But the king gets no obedience, nor did the council fet
out any fuch proclamation as is here required. His ma-
jelty alfo writes letters to the chancellorand to the confer-
vators of peace, to the forefaid effet; but no obedience
nor publication of the king’s pleafure to the lieges, but
forward goes the General Affembly, the convention of e-
ftates, and confervators of the treaty, all hand in hand, for
levying of an army, lifting of taxations and loan-money,
whether the king would or not, in manner before fet down. .
The convention of eftates having clofed and concluded all,
among the reft they made an a&, as reported, that no
coals fhould be tranfported to any burgh of Scotland, or to
any foreign country, but all to be winn and fent to London,
to furnith them fire, who now were in great diftrefs for
want of coals. By this a& may feen clearly the covenant-
ers keeping of faith to the king, and their kindnefs to their
own country, for the coals fold in Edinbyrgh and in Fife
and Lothian, was raifed to doublethe price they paid before,
1o the great grief of the king’s lieges ; and fo thir e{‘raters

rofe
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rofe and diffolved upon the day of September,
who had fitten fince the 2d day of June before; and our
finiths of Aberdecen were forced to work their work with
peat, for no coals came to Aberdeen, by reafon of this act.

Upcn Sunday the 17th of September, the communion in
New Aberdeen was given for the firft, and upon the 24th
for the fecond time, not after the old fafhion kneecling, but
fitting, nor the people {uffered to pray, when Mr. Andrew
Cant prayed, as their cuftom was before ; but all to be filent
and dumb; nor their communion-bread baken and diftribute
as was wont, but after a new fathion of bread, for it was
baken in a round loaf, like a trencher, fyne cutted out in long
fhives, hanging by a tack; and firft the minifter takes a
fhive after the blefling, and breaks a picce, and gives to
him who was neareft, and he gives the fhive tohis neigh-
bour, who takes a piece, fyne gives it to his neighbour, till it
be fpent ; fyne an elder gives in another fhive, where the
firlt fhive left, and fo forth. The like bread and fer-
vice was never feen in Aberdeen before the coming of Mr.
Andrew Cant to be their minifter.

Now great preparation for raifing of men and arms,
General Lefly fends to Holland, France, and Sweden, for
commanders and officers, who came to him daily, and re-
folves to go into England, with an army of 10cc0 foot and
horfe. The order for lifting of thir men, colonels, and
commanders, {fent down through all the fhires of Scotland
by a committee of eftates, and amongft the reft for the fhe-
riffdoms of Aberdeen and Bamff, as ye fhall fee hereafter.

Upon Sunday the 17th of September, after fermon,
there was read out the intimation of the a& of the conven-
tion of eftates, at the kirk door of Old Aberdeen, anent
the uplifting of the taxation and loan money, dated the 15th
of Auguft, to the great grief of the auditors.

Tuefday the 211t of September, a committee was holden
in Aberdeen by the earl Marifchal, the tutor of Pitfligo, the
lairds of Drum, Philorth, Straloch, Kermuck, and diverfe
other barons, anent the levying of foldiers. Order was gi-
ven that the drum fhould go through Aberdeen, command-
ing all apprentices, fervants, and fials, not to change their

mafters while Martinmas next, with certification that they
3 5 fhould
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fhould be taken frae fuch mafters as they feed with, and
the mafter not be freer in furnithing a man. There were
diverfe other aéts made, and fo this committee diilolved,
and was continued to the third of Oétober.

Wednefday the 27th of September before Mlchaelmas,
Patrick Lefly was chofen provoft of Aberdeen, Mr. Thec-
mas Gray, Mr. Matthew Lumf{den, Mr. William Moir, and
Robert Crookfhank, chofen baillies. Sir Alexander Ir-
vine of Drum continued fheriff principal of Aberdeen,
Mr. William Davidfon fheriff-depute, and Thomas Fraler
«of Strichen fheriff of Invernefs.

Upon Tuefday the 3d of Oc&ober, the committee fat
down in New Aberdeen, in the tolbooth thereof, where
the lairds of Drum and Philorth, conveeners, were; the
tutor of Pitfligo, the laird of Tolquhon, and diverfe other
barons were conveened ; they fell upon the divifion of the
fheriffdom between the earl Marifchal and lord Gordon,
both being abfent, and no place was left to the lord Forbes
to be crowner with the other two, for caufes moving the
committee of eftates of Edinburgh; but they found the
lord Gordon had gotten more bounds than the earl Marif-
chaly whereat it was thought Marifchal was not well -
content, nor yet the lord Forbes, who by order of the com-
mittee at Edinburgh was put upoen the Lift with the lord
vifcount of Crighton, which fhould be chofen third crown-
er with the earl Marifchal and the lord Gordon. It fell
by voice the lord Forbes to be third crowner, yet both
were dlfappomted The lord Forbes himfelf was not pre-
fent, but {till in Edinburgh.

News comes to Aberdeen about the sth of O&ober, of
a great battle fought between the king and the earl of Ef-
fex upon Salifbury-plain, where was much bloodfthed, but
the king fill victorious, praifed be God! and likewife he
had a great vi¢tory over that rebels of Reading ; the Lon-
doners were routed that came to the refcue thereof ; there
was killed to the king a marquis of France, and three o-
ther lords,

Now the haill minifters of our landward feffions begins
to take up the number of the haill fencible men within the
feveral parifhes, betwixt 60 and 16, fo that herd and hire-
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man were precifely noted, to the effeét the fourth man
might be lifted ; and upon Sunday the 8th of O&ober,
after the afternoon’s fermon, our minifter Mr. William
Strachan, with the feflioners, took the roll of the commu-
nicants within Machar parith and Old Aberdeen, and made
ap an number out thereof of the fencible perfons, as faid
is, whilk was not wifely done, if this order had not been
mitigated. Notice was alfo taken of the rents of the faid
parifh, conform to the aét of the convention of eftates, dat-
ed the 13th of Auguft, for uptaking of taxation and loan,
and ilk minifter ordained to give up their rents, as ye have
heard before. *

Upon the famen Sunday and 8th of O&ober Mr. Tho-
mas Blackhall and his wife were both excommunicate, and
likewife Menzies, {poufe to Thomas Collifon, was
excommunicate as a papift; ftrange to fee, the wife ex-
communicate, and the hufband not to keep fociety with her!
Mr. Andrew Cant was minifter to thefe excommunica-
tions.

About this time word came, that the king caufed take
the earl of Lothian, and ward him in clofe ward within
the caftle of for going to France by diretion of
the committee of eftates, and doing fome matters with the
queen regent of France, and Monfieur, captain of the mi-
litia, whereat the king was offended.

There came, at the fame time when Lothian was taken,
a French ambaffador to his majefty, who fent likewife a
Frenchman commiffioner to our eflates.” This ambaflador
was honourably received, firft by the parliament ; his com-
miffion was to travel betwixt the king and parliament for
peace, but they dealt politiquely with this ambaffador, and
held him ftill befide themfelves, abiding an anfwer, and as
was faid, would not fuffer him to go fee the king, as he
was direted ; howfoever it was, he got no contented an-
{wer, and fo returned home again.

Now this ambaffador having direfted a commiflioner to
Scotland, the committee of eftates defired him to produce
his commiffion, which he refufed, faying, he had warrant
to produce it before the council, whereupon followed a
great council day. His commiffion was, to renew the

: e league,
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league, upon condition that we fhould not raife arms igl
help of the Englith parliament 5 to let our Scots papifts lift
their rents peaceably ; and fome other articles ; buthe had
no good anfiver granted unto him, except he gat father
Robertfon, of whom ye heard before, put to liberty, and
had him with himfelf to France. :

Upon Sunday the 15th of O&ober, warning was given
out of the pulpit by Mr. "William Strachan minifter, to all
heritors, liferenters, freeholders, &c. within the parifh, to
conveen’ before the committee of New Abcrdeen, upon
the 19th of O&ober next, for upgiving of their rentals, to
proportion the taxation and loan impofed upon the country,
as ye have heard before; as alfo appointed a‘faft to be kept
this day eight days, for conduéting our army, to be raif-
ed againft the Englith papifts (alias the king himfelf) as
we were obliged by treaty or covenant to help and affift
them. S

Dr. Forbes of Corfe prepares himfelf to leave the land;
provides a fhip lying in the harbour, with his neceffaries,and
upon the 16th of O&ober takes his leave, with Mr. John
Lefly his fervitor, frae Old Aberdeen, and to Torrie goes
he, abiding the tide to fhip ; but certain of his friends and
-of the miniftry diffuaded him frae his voyage, whilk he
was loth to do; but upon condition that the prefbytery of
Aberdeen fhould ufe no progrefs of excommunication a-
gainft him, at their defire he would return home, whilk
was grantcd, and fo he came back to his own houfe upon
the 19th of O&ober; but he was forced to go when all
was done, as ye have hereafter.

Men gathering faft through Fife, Lothian, Merfe, and
all be-fouth, to make up aa army to go into England. E-
dinburgh and Leith more ftraitly watched nor before.

Upon the 3d Tuefday, and 17th of Oétober, the provin-
cial affembly fat down in the Gray Friar kirk of Aber-
deen, where it never fat before. Ilk minifter came in with
his Jaick elder, and brought in a roll of the fencible men
of his parifh, and a note of the heritors rents. Mr.
David Lindfay parfon of Belhelvie is chofen moderator till
the next provincial affembly ; Mr. Andrew Logie, mini-
fter at Rayne, who was deprived, 2s ye have heard before,
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came in 2nd requefted the brethren to write to the comi-
mittee of the general affembly at Edinburgh, to continue
_his place unprovided with another, while he were firft
heard and difcuffed before them himfelf ; but there was no
hearing, and in the mean time great conteftation about his
kirk betwixt Mr. John Middleton minifter at Lefly, and
Mr. William Robert{on minifter at Footdee, becaufe it had
2 fine ftipend. However Middleton carried it. Mr. An-
drew Logie beheld all patiently, and bade conftantly by his
doftrine, offering to prove the fame orthodox, free of error
and herefy, but itavailed not, nor nohearing atall. When
this kirk is thus provided, over the honeft man’s head, the
affembly fills up the profeffor’s place, and elected Mr. Wil-
liam Douglas minifter at Forgue, as a man moft worthy
to be profeflor in Dr. Forbes’ place, whilk being done, as
he had gceiten his place, fo he fhould get his houfe accord-
ing to his'own mortification ; wherein Dr. Forbes unwife-
ly had not referved his own liferent, thinking himfelf fure
of being profeffor during his lifetime.  After other con-
Aultations this provincial affembly diffolved upén Friday af-
ternoon 3 but remember this Mr. William Douglas is a
.great covenanter.

Ye heard before of the league and covenant how it was
fent to England by the lord Maitland, Mr. George Gillef-
pie, and Mr. Alexander Henderfon, commiffioners, who
carried the fame. This league and covenant was graci-
oufly received, fworn, and fubfcribed in England, and fent
back to the commiflioners of the General Affembly frae
thir brethren before named, whereupon followed an aét
of thé General Affembly and convention of the eftates, or-
daining the faid league and coverant to be fworn by all per-
fons in Scotland.

Both thir aéts, with the league and covenant, were haf-

-tily pretended, difperfed and {pread with all diligence, to
the haill minifters and parifh churches within the kingdom,
12 manner and to the effe&t forefaid.

Likeas there was another paper printed called, ¢ the
good news of England’s approving of the covenant fent
from Scotland,” and fome reafons for afiifting the parlia-

ment ¢f England againft the papifts and prelatical a’}rrklly.
is
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This paper bears the manner of fubfcribing this covenant
the 4th_of September. The covenant, which was fent
up from the General Affembly and convention of eftates,
was approven unanimoully by the affembly of divines, on
Friday the firft 5 by the houfe'of commons on Saturday the
fecond ; and by the houfe of peers on Monday the 4th of
September, nemine contradicente, as both the printed diar-
nals and written letters report, with a great and happy
change of the countenance of the people, and face of
affairs thereupon; blefled be the name of God there-
fore.

- 'This paper bears neither date nor author, noris the rea-
fons alledged of any force, fince what is alledged may be
cafily anfwered. Subjefts may not raife arms againft fo-
reigners, without the authority of the king; much lefs a-
gainft himfelf ; and becaufe of the weaknefs of thir fri-
velous pretended reafons, I have omitted them of purpofe,
as unworthy to be written ;, yet they are imprinted befide
me, wanting both date and author.

Upon Sunday the 22d of O&tober, a folemn faft was kept
here in Old Aberdeen, andin New Aberdeen alfo, for con-
du&ing of our army againft the papifts, and for blefling our
enterprife at our forthgoing, with diverfe other reafons.
After fermon, our minifter Mr. William Strachan read out
the haill forenamed aéts, with the new covenant, earneftly
perfuading the people to prepare themfelves to fwear and
{ubfcribe the famen, whilk was alfo done in New Aberdeen,
and likewife done or to be done through all the parifh kirks
of Scotland, and to be fworn and fubferibed both by men
and women, and fuch as could not fubfcribe of the men, to
be fubfcribed by the readers at ilk parifh kirk for them,-
which fhould be as fufficient as if fubfcribed by a notary;
there being at the end of ilk copy of the covenant clean pa-
per bound to that effet, and the women to hold up their
hands in ilk kirk after fermon, fignifying their oath, but their
Tubfcriptions were not craved.

About this time word came, that there was a cefflation
of war concluded by the king’s command betwixt the Eng-
lith and Trifhes in Ireland, to endure for a year, and that
his majefty had made the marquis of Ormond deputy of

Ireland,
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Upon the 26th of O&ober the tolbooth of Aberdeen
was broken on the night, by a miller called Copland,
whereby himfelf efcaped, alfo William Gordon in Malyng-
fide, and Alexander Lefiy, fon to George Lefly at Birfacks
Mill, who was under truft treacheroufly taken out of the
houfé of Bogheads, by virtue of letters raifed againft him
and his father, for troubling of Mr. James Clerk, as ye
have heard before. The gentleman winning at liberty,
addreft himfelf unwifely to his father’s houfe at Birfacks
Mill, who was made welcome. Tolquhon (who had now
taken the proteétion of Mr. James Cl¢rk) hearing how he
had broken ward, was highly offended, and haftily con-
veens the lairds of Echt, Skene,.and divers friends and
gentlemen, with whom the faid Mr. James Clerk himfelf .
was alfo, about the number of thirty perfons, and up-
on the 28th of Oc¢tober, about the breaking of the fky in
the morning, came to the faid George Lefly’s dwelling-
houfe at Birfacks Mill, where himfelf and his fon were,
without any friend or good fellow befide them, and cruelly
befet the houfe round about, having warrant to raife fire
and {word againft them; while they were tane or {lain.
The poor fingle gentlemen having fome fhots, defended
themfelves courageoufly, and would on no wife be tane,
whereupon Tolquhon fets fire to the houfe, and forced
them to come out, with his wife and bairns.  They fhot
two horfe to him worth 400 merks, and burnt to powder
his haillinfight plenifhing, goods, and gear of good worth,
and in end, after fome debate, they hurt the faid Mr.
George Lefly with a (hot athwart the ribs, and burt him
in the head. His wife alfo got a fore firoke in the head.
They-defended themfelves, being only two perfons, from
about the breaking of the fky till three afternoon, againft
about 30 perfons; at laft when their powder and lead was
{rent, they could do no more, but were both taken toge-
ther per force, for upon no condition they would yield or
come in will, and thus were both had to 'Folquhon, where
they remained, while upon Thurfday the 23d of Novem-
ber that Mr. George was cured of his wounds, whilk day
Tolquhon crufed about 14 of his {riends and fervants to:
wrandpert them both fouth to Edinburgh, where they were

thortly
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thortly accufed before the juftice upoa fundry articles,
concerning the abufing Mr. James Clerk forefaid, and tak-
ing of his goods, and were in no lefs danger than their life;
however by the old lady Marifchal’s advice, who was the
faid Mr. George’s landlady, the laird of Panmuir had pur-
chaft a remiffion paft through the feals, for all the friend-
thip and moyan Tolquhon could make in Edinburgh, hav~
ing his brother. Mr. William Forbes, advocate in ¥din-
burgh, a violeat agent in the {2id caufe; yet he wan this
point, that they fhould both remain in ward in the tolbooth
of Edinburgh, while they fet fufficient caution and law-
burrows to Tolquhon and his complices, and to the faid
Mr. James Clerk, that they fhould be harmlefs and fkaith-
lefs, under great pains ; whilk caution they were unable to
fet, and fo remained ftill in ward to their utter overthrow ;
for his wife calt up all labouring, he having five ploughs
under labouring, and fhortly after his wife deceafes; but
he and his fon were both fet at liberty, and fafely wan
home.

Upon Sunday the 2g9th of Oftober, our covenant was
again read out of pulpit in Old Aberdeen, by Mr. William
Strachan, minifter. Heexponed the fame not to be againft
the king, but againft the malignant prelates and papiits of
England; he firft himfelf {fware, and fubfcribed the fame
to be lawful and juft with God. His reader right fua,
fyne Dr. Guild principal, Mr. Alexander Middleton fub.
principal, Mr. Alexander Garden, Mr. Patrick Gordon,
and Mr. George Middleton, regents, came down from the
loft where they were fitting, to a table {et before the pul-
pit for that purpofe, and {ware and fubfcribed the cove-
nant.  Mr. John Forbes, Mr. William Rait, and Mr. John
Lundie, Oldtown baillies,. came next, with the elders and
deacons, as they were called upon, ard for the moft part
fware and fubfcribed, except William Gordon of Gor-
don’s Mill, and Mr. Thomas Gordon at Keitock’s Mill,
who took to be advifed ; at laft they on another day came
in, fware and fubfcribed 5 others, crafts and commons,
fware and fubfcribed that day ; and in a word’ fuch was .
our minifter’s care and diligence, that he made the haill
parifh fwear and fubfcribe, and the women to hold up their

hands,
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hands, very few excepted. This was our order for the
parifh of Old Machar, and fuch as could not fubfecribe
of the men, Alexander Wildgoofe reader fubfcribed for
them ; but all was done after fermon 3 and in like manner
Mr. Andrew Cant and Mr. John Rue, after fermon in
New Aberdeen, firft read, fware, and fubfcribed the cove-
nant, and next their readers caufed the women hold up
their hands, and ordained the men to come in quarterly, .
as the town is divided in four quarters, upon Monday,
Tue{day, Wednefday, and Thurf{day, to fwear and fub-
fcribe the covenant within the feflion houfe, whilk was
obeyed, and as faid is, upon the forefaid Sunday and there-
after, the covenant was fubferibed and fwornin form fore-
faid.
It is faid the laird of Haddo, at his parith kirk at Meth-
lick, protefted againft the minifter and fubfcribants, and
deelared it was againft the king’s will, and read his ma-
jefty’s letter which ye have before, which bred fuch a fear

in the parifhioners, that they knew not whom to obey.
Upon the laft of Q¢tober the earl Marifchal came frae
Inverurie to Aberdeen with about 50 horfe, and lodged in
{kipper Anderfon’s houfe. The lord Gordon upon the
morn came frae Edinburgh ; he wrote for fome friends to
meet him ‘at the bridge of Dee; he came into the town
about 100 horfe, and lodged in Mr. Alexander Reid’s
houfe. They metin the laigh council houfe, go to a com-
mittee, where the lord Forbes is born by his colonel’s place ;
then it falls in queftion anent the divifion of the fhires of
the Mearns, Aberdeen, and Banff, betwixt the earl Marif-
chal and the lord Gordon, (becaufe by Marifchal’s moyan,
as was thought, the lord Forbes was put by his regiment)
who could not agree thereupon. They met again upon
the morn, .having diverfe barons with them at their com-
mittee, where they could not agree about their divifion. It
was thought fit to acquaint the committee of eftates here-
with, and fo all was continued to another committee to be
holden at Aberdeen the 22d of November. In the mean-
time fome minifters came in with the rolls of the fencible
men of their parifhes, and fuch as came not in were defired
to come in the forefaid 22d of November, with a perfet
Wi : roll
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roll of their men. Thus this meeting diffolved ; Marif
chal rode back to Inverurie, and the loid Gordon ftayed in
the town. It is faid the lord Forbes and his friends were
highly offended at the committee of eftates for not giving
him a regiment with the other two, which bred, as was
{aid, a band of combination betwixt the marquis of Huntly
and him, and fome of his friends, as ye may fee hereafter.
It is true the marquis is informed that the committee of e-
ftates was ufing all means pofiible to take him and bring
him in per force to the town of Edinburgh; fuch as the
earl Marifchal, and fheriffs of Aberdeen and Banff. He
fent to Marifchal, demanding him if he was upon fuch
courfe, who abfolutely refufed ; neverthelefs he began to
look about him, and make as many friends as he could get.
The lord Gordon came over to the Oldtown upon Sunday,
heard devotion, ftayed in George Middleton’s houfe all
night, he rode to Straloch upon the morn, returned back
upon Wednefday to the fame houfe; he defired the lairds
of Drum, Straloch, Udny and Kemnay, to go {peak to the
marquis, and fee if he would receive his fon, and make him
welcome; whilk he fimpliciter refufed, except he would
fend a note under his hand, quitting and difclaiming the
covenant, and fuch fervice he had undertaken, which the
young lord could not creditably do, becaufe he had {worn
and {ubfcribed the covenant already in Edinburgh befoie
he came here. However the moft the marquis could be
moved to do, was to give him his houfe in Old Aberdeen
to dwell in, and burn the peats led and ftanding in the
clofe, and let himfelf provide for plenithing and his own
maintainance for his {uftentation as pleafed him beft to
doj and albeit the faid young lord thought hard of this
order, yet he is forced and compelled to accept of his fa-
ther’s offer, and dwell in his father’s houfe; as ye {lall
kereafter hear. It was this laft covenant the marquis was
offended at, whilk Lis fon had fubfcribed. Upon the firfk
of November our fovereign Lord’s feffion fat down for ad-
minijftration of juftice, as all other inferior judicatories did,
but the feffion by found of trumpet was ordained to rifc up~
on the 28th of December, to the effett men might be more
eafily levied and raifed, and to fit down again the z7th of

January,
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January, 1644, but no procefs againft fuch as happened ts
be with the army, whilk day it fat down again, and was
p;orogued to the 2d of February, as ye fhall hear here-
after.

Upon Saturday the 11th of November, James Conn in
Knockie Miln was brought in to Aberdeen by the fheriff

_of Banff, called the laird of Birkenbog. e had been
taken and warded in the tolbooth of Banff nine weeks be-
fore, for his religion only, being an excommunicate papift,
and that day was convoyed to Aberdeen, where he was
warded in the tolbooth, and delivered to Mr. William Da-
vidfon fheriff depute. He remained there till the 17th of
November, and then was tranfported by the fheriff depute
to the fheriff of the Mearns, and {o forth frae fhire to fhire
till he came to Edinburgh, where he was received and
warded.

Upon the 16th of November there came to Aberdeen a
baillic of Edinburgh, with a deacon, who caufed publith an
edict at the kirk door of Old Aberdeen upon Sunday the
19th of November, fummoning our elders and parifhioners
to compear before the committec of the General Aflembly
at Edinburgh the 6th day of December next, to hear and
fee Mr. William Strachan, our minifter, tranfplanted frae
this kirk to Edinburgh, to ferve in the miniftry there ; and
himfelf was alfo fummoned to that day; to whom they
gave alfo letters directed to him from the commiittee of the
General Affembly. Thir commiffioners heard him preach
the forefaid Sunday, and without more ado with feffion
and prefbytery, rode fouth to Edinburgh, where Mr. Tho-
mas Gordon at Kettock’s Mill, an elder, and Mr. James
Sandilands, common procurator for the King’s College,
(becaufe our minifter was a ftipendiary minifter, put in by
the faid college, to ferve at our kirk, out of the deanry of
Aberdeen annexed to the fame univerfity) were fent fouth
to the committee of the General Affembly at Edinburgh,
with an ample commiffion, fubfcribed by the parifh and
members of the college, and laboured {o as our minifter got
liberty to bide at home, to the contentment of himfelf and
of his flock ; for he had written a plain refufal to go to
Edinburgh, and fent an ample commiflion to appeal fro}in

the
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the committee of the kirk to the General Affembly enfuing.
So, they did not prevail, as they thought to have done.

Ye heard before how the earl of Antrim was treacher-
oufly taken by Monro in Ireland. He was ftraitly ward-
ed, or kept by tour, or night and day by his captains. Now
it fell captain Wallace a great puritan to keep him, who
was as great a papift. He had one Sl Gor-
don to his lieutenant, who was fon to Sir Alexander Gor-
don, and uncle to the now earl of Sutherland ; this captain
Woallace with his lieutenant had alfo a ftrong guard about
the earl of Antrim in a ftrong caftle; but this licutenant
Gordon craftily convoyed up unefpied, in his breeches,
certain tows, by the whilk the earl efcaped and wan frece-
ly away, to Wallace’s great grief; and the lieutenant fol-
lowed and fled alfo. His efcape was wroughtin O&ober,
whereat major Monro leugh not a word.

About the 18th of November; divers news came to Aber-
deen ; fuch as, the king’s admiral Sir John Pennington up-
on the 25th of September had f{ix rich prizes of the parlia-
ment’s fhips coming from the Indies ; that there came out
of France to the king 6ooo arms, with ftore of good pif-
tols ; that the king of Denmark had fent Go,000 pound
fterling ; that the lords and others called the Banders had
{ubfcribed the laft covenant with limitation, to maintain
religion and the king’s royal authority.

Followed amongft them, a meeting at Peebles, about
40 nobles, knights, and barons ; amongft whom was the
marquis of Hamilton. It was there reafoned, that {ince
the country was upon raifing an army, whether or no they
fhould go to arms, to impede their rifing, or going into
England againft the king. Hamilton reafoned againft their
rifing at all ; it goes to voicing, and by plurality of voices
found, that no man fhould be raifed againft the country.
‘The earl of Traquair being there with the reft, afked Ha-
milton whether or not he had given aflurance to the king,
that Scotland fhounld not raife arms ? he anfwered, he had
given aflurance to his majefty but for the laft {fummer; how-
ever this meeting diffolved without more ado, and the earl
of Traquair with another lord paft therefrae to the king.

Aboutthis time this marquis, by the king’s patent, was
created duke of Hamilton, and fet himfelf to follow the

’ : ’ ear]
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earl of Traquair to court, as ye may hereafter fee, who had
bidden frae the king in Scotland, whilft he was in great
diftrefs in England, as ye may fee before.

In this month of November, there came to Aberdeen one
dotor Pont, who had fome ftage plays, whilk drew the
people to behold the fport 5 fyne upon the ftage fells cer-
tain balms, oils, and other phyfical ointments, whereof he
made great gain. Thereafter he went north to other bur-
rows, and did the like.

Upon the 22d of November, the lord Gordon came out
of Drum, (where he had bteen lodged the night before) to

“the Cruives, where certain friends met him, whom he had
written for, and were about 1co horfe. He came riding
through the Oldtown to New Aberdeen, to hold the com-
mittee according to the laft act ; he went in at the Juflice-
Port, and rode up through the ftreet, and lighted at Mr.
Alexander Reid’s houfe in the Gallowgate. The earl
Marifchal came not to this meeting, as was expected ; the
lord Gordon, after his lighting, went down to the Laigh
Council-houfe, and had fome conference with the lairds of
Drum, Fedret, Kermuck, Kemnay, and fome others of the
committee ; the provoft was there alfo. In the mean time
Mr. Andrew Cant, minifter, came up to the council-houfe,
and prefented to the lord Gordon the covenant to be fub-
fcribed, and to all the reft, whilk willingly they did, except
the lzirds of Drum and Fedret, who faid, it was fufficient
to {fubfcribe at their own parith churches, and notin Aber-
deen, at their commitees. Mr. Andrew went to the door
with this anfwer; but the lord Gordon and fome others
ftayed holding their meetings ‘Thurfday, Friday, and Satur-
day. Sunday he heard devotion, Monday and Tuefday
held their committees, and all was continued while a new
committee to be holden the 20th of December, and upon
‘Wednefday the 29th of November the lord Gordon rode
up to Lefmoir, where his father’s fifter the lady Strathbrane
was for the time remaining, to falutc and vifit her ; fhe was
his father’s fifter, as faid is.

Upon the 26th of November the committee of eftates
fets out an imprinted act anent the raifing men and arms,

whilk copied is thus :
« AG
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At of the committee: of eftates for contriving the
. feveral troops appointed to come out of the fhires,
into regiments. ) :
¢« The committee of eftates confidering, that for the
prefent fervice of the country there are divers troops ap-
pointed to be levied and brought forth of the feveral fhires.,
of - this kingdom, which are not as yet formed into regi-
ments, nor defigned for zny. colonels to have command
over them ; therefore, and for the better ordering and mak-
ing thir troops ferviceable, the committee of eftates hath or-
dained them to be divided into feven regiments, each regi-
ment confifting of eight troops, and each troop of f{ixty
troopers, befides the officers.  And of the faid regiments,.
one: to be commanded by the lord general’s excellencys;
for making up whereof two troops to be brought out of
Ireland, viz. the troops of major Bannantyne and Sir Robert
Adair, for that end ; as alfo the 240 horfe appointed to
come out of the fheriffdom of Roxburgh, Selkirk, and
Peebles, which will make up four troops.
¢ One to be.commanded by general Lefly, to confift of
the three troops already levied, the laird of Polmais’ troop
appointed. to come out of the fheriffdom of Stirling, and
four troops to be levied, and levy money to be granted.
¢ One to be commanded by the earl of Eglinton,
and to'confift of 240 horfe, appointed to come out of the
fheriffdom of Air and Renfrew, which will make up four
troops ; the 200 appointed to come out of the fheriffdom
of Lanerk, which will make up three troops, and 20 horie
to be levied. ‘
1% One to be commanded by -the earl of Dalhoufie,;and
to confift of 120 appointed to come.out of the theriffdom
of Berwick, which will make two troops ; the 120 appoint-
ed to come outof the {heriffdom of Haddington, to make up
other two ; the 120 appointed to come from the fherift-
dom of Edinburgh, to make up other two ; one of the troops
appointed to come out of the fheriffdom of Stirling, viz. that
whereof Sir William Bruce is rout mafter, and the troop
appointed to come out of the fheriffdom of Linlithgow.
¢ One to be commanded by the lord Gordon,.and to
confift of the 240 horfe appointed to come out of Aberdeen
-and Banff, which will make up four troops, the 120 ap-
Vol. IL L pointed
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pointed to'come out of Elgin, Nairn, and Invernefs, onthis
{ide of the Nefs, which will make up two; and (in regard
there are 140 appointed to come out of’ thc theriffdom of
Forfar,) of 120 thereof, which will make two troops.

One to be‘commanded by the lord Kircudbright, and to
confift of the fixfcore appointed to come out 6f Wigtown
and Kircudbright, the 120 appointed to come out of Dum-
fries, and the 240 appointed to coine out of Perth, all which
will make eight troops.

¢ One to be commanded by the lord Balcarras, and to
confift of the 240 appointed to come out of Fife; of two
troops to be levied; the 200 horfe appointed to ‘come o
of Kincardine, and the earl Marifchal’s part of-Aberdeen;
and the 200 horfe out of Forfar, before referved from the
lord Gordon.” (Sic-{ub.) Arch. Prymrofe, Cler.-Com.”

‘This uncouth aé&t, fcarce underftandable, bred great fear
and perturbation amongft ‘the King’s loyal fubjeéts; but
howfoever thir troops were levied in'other fhires, they
got fmall obedience here, as after does appear, partly by the
earl Marifchal’s mifcontentment anent the-divifion, alledg-
ing the lord Gordon to have gotten more than he got, and
partly becaufe he kept not the committee with ‘the lord
Gordon and the reft, and partly by the marquis of Hunt-
ly’s rifing; as ye Mhall fee hereafter.

Now ye heard before of the marquis, or rather duke of
Hamilton, how he was to follow the earl of Traquair to
court; there wasa pretty {light devifed, to make him tq be
the more welcome to the king ; whlch was, the eftates re-
folved to have this covenant {worn and fubfcribed through
all Scotland, among the reft they defire the duke and'his
brother the ear] of Lanerk, fecretary of Scotland, and of
the Scots council in' England,’ to fwear and {ubfcribe the
covenant, whilk they both fimulately refufed ; whereupon
the committee of eftates as deceitfully gave order to their
own good brother the earl of Lindfay, prefently to meddle
with the duke’s eftates, land, and livings, for his difobedi-
ence, and to meddle with the dues and commodities of the
fignet pertaining to his brother, as fecretary forefaid, and
that without horning, forfeiture, procefs, or other fum-
wons, as was ufed againft other non-fubicribers, to the cf-

fe&
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fe&t they might thew the king how they were handled for
refufing to {ubfcribe the covenant, as his majelty had ex«
prefsly forbidden his good fubje&s to.do; thereby to in-
finuate them more and more in his highnefs’ favour. But
this was a fhort cloak in the eyes of the beholders; for
their mother was drawing and drilling . foldiers in the
duke’s abfence-upon his eftates and rents, as bufily as if
the had been a man, notwithftanding the fame had been
appointed to be ingathered by the forefaid earl of Lindfay.
But the duke and his brother’s doings are more and more
difcovered ; in the mean time they are getting this cloak of
excufe, to thew the king how the committee of eftates had
bereft them of their rents, as is formerly faid; and thus
the duke and his brother well convoyed, having flore of
monies, take journey about the laft of November, and to
England go they; of whom ye fhall hear hereafter.

-~ About the 27th of November letters of intercommuning
were publithed at the mercat crofs of Aberdeen at the in-
ftance of Mr. Alexander Jaffray, Alexander and John Jaf-
frays his fons, againft the laird of Haddo, and publithed at
the kirks of Methlick, Fyvie, Tarves, and Bellie, the mar-
quis of Huntly’s own parifh-kirk of the Bog; likeas the
faid marquis was charged by a meffenger by virtue of the
faid letters, not to intercommune with Haddo, help nor
fupply him, whereat the marquis was difcontent, and thir
charges did no good, as after ye fhall hear.” The laird of
Haddo could get no peace, except he paid the forefaid fife
of 20,000 merks. He feeing the rigorous dealing, and that
be heard the eftates were to fend forces to uplift the fame
per force, went about legally to defend himfelf, and made
an affignation of his haill goods and gear, fums of money,
debts, and others pertaining to him, to his coufin Gilbert
‘Gordon of Knaven.

Ye heard before how the lord Gordon rode to Lefmoir,
to vifit his father’s fifter; he paft therefrac to Strathbog-
gie, but the marquis was flitted to the bog, making prepa-
ration for the marriage of his daughter lady Mary to Al-
exander Irvine, young laird of Drum; and in the mean
time was furnithing the place of Auchindown with all
veceflaries. The lord Gordon lodged in Tulliefoul, and

' L2 flaid
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ftaid no longer there, only exhorting the Strathboggie nten
fo be ready upon their own peiil; and fo rode his'way,
being in malgrace with his father, and returned to Aber-
deen. : ’ : 1

Upon Thurfday the jth of December, the yourg laird
of Drum forefaid was married to the forefaid lady Mary
Gordon, with' a -great folemnity, mirth and merrinefs e~
* mough in the Bog, at their bridal, but the lord Gordon
* was not at his fifter’s bridal, through mifconténtment be-
twixt his father and him: ' ‘

Upon Wednefday the 6th of December, Gilbert Brecek,
cne of the town’s officers, caufed bring a bairn born to him
of his wife, called—Silver, to the le&ure Jeffon, where Mr.
John Rae the minifter had taught, to be baptifed; but be-
canfe this bairn was not brought to him when he was baptif-
ing fomeother bairns, he would not give baptifinto'this young
infant, whereupon the fimple man was forced to bringback
his child unbaptized frae the kirk to his own houfe. :‘The
wife lying in childbed, hearing her child was not baptized,
was fo 4ngry, that fhe turned her face to the wall and de-
ceafed immediately through plain difpleafure; and the bairn
alfo ere the morn; and the mother and her bairn in her ox-
ter were both buried together.  Lamentable to fce how the
people are thus abufed I » 3

Thir le@ure deflons were brought in by Mr. Andrew
Cant, upon Wednefday and Friday weekly, in place of even-
ing prayers, which many people thonght no warr nor thir
lefions. 1 i

Thir le@ures had no prayer, but a pfalm fung at the be-
oinning, and a prayer at the ending. This' form was brought
in'for to make their ftipend better, likeas ilk minifter had
oo merks yearly of augmentation. Thus is this novelty
brought in upon the town’s expences, where the evening
prayers were ufed before, and better fervice done by the
minifter then nor now.

The cftates are bufy to caufe every nobleman fwear and
fubfcribe the covenant; and fuch as refufed were fummon-
ed to compear before the next parliament, or before the
committee of eftates of parliament, under the pain of forfei.

ture. Strange to fee forfeiture without authority of a king!
About
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About the 1t of December word came to Aberdeen
that the ear! of Lothian was taken in England, at the king’s
command, for going to ¥rance, and negotiating with the
proteﬁmts there, for help and fupport of our covenanters,
and other unlawful caufes, as was reported, for the whilk
he was committed to ftrait prifon.

Upon Sunday the 1oth of December the women of our
parith of St. Machar after fermon were caufed hold up
their hands, and fivear to the maintenance of religion, pre-
fently profeffed in Scotland, and to abide by the covenant ;
likeas at the fame kirk-door letters of intercommuning were
publifhed againft the laird of Haddo, at the Jaffray’s inftance,
to make him odious, which did little good, as does appear.

Now the lord general Lefly is faft growing to an head,
and has conveened about 2000 foot and 3000 horfe, well
armed with field pieces and all engines of war neceffary,
and about the day of December, began his march to-
wards Newcaftle; and in the meantime foldiers are daily
raifed and fent after the army, for the better ftrengthening
thereof. * He had the marquis of Argyle, prefident of the
army, the earl of Lindfay, the lord Balmerinoch, with di-
vers other. nobles, captains, and commanders in his army,
yet the truth is, he had but 15 regiments of horfe and foot
into England, and five regiments thortly followed him, a-
movating to about 10,000 men, befides fuch as was raifed
thereafter. ' _

Ye heard béfore of the lord Gordon ; he comes to A-
berdeen, and upon Tuefday the 19th of December there
was a committee of war holden in the laigh council houfe
of the tolbooth, by the earl Marifchal, the faid lord Gor-
don, the laird of Drum, fheriff, the laxrds of Kermuck,
Glenkmdy and divers other barons, with the provoft and
baillies of Aberdeen. David Gordon of Knaven compear-
ed before this committee, and produced an affignation
made to him by the laird of Haddo,. of his haill moveable
goods, gear, debts, fums of money ; and made intimation
to them thereof, and took inftrnments thereupon in two
notars hands. In the mean time -the forefaid laird of
Drum, fheriff, (as he had gottén order frae the eftates) cauf~
ed a meflenger charge the forefaid earl Marifchal, lord

L3 Gordon,
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Gordon, and haill perfons of the commiteee, perfonally
conveened, to rife, concur and affift him as fheriff of A«
berdeen, to fearch, feek, take, and apprehend the faid laird
of Haddo; and faxlmg thereof, to meddle and intromit
with his lands, rents and goods and gcar, “conform to the
letters raifed thereanent. At this charge the committee
goes to a confultation, and refolves to fend over to the com-
mittee of eftates the copy of the forefaid affignation, with
the intimation following thereupon, and to take their ad-.
vicewhatwas beft to be done thereanent, _"Thus this com-
mittee fat Tuefday and Wednefday ; ‘they confidered the
roll of fencible men of the parifhes, given by fuch minifters
ds came, and were found not given up orderly ; where-
fore they were commanded to give a perfect roll of all man-
ner of men within their parifhes, betwixt 6o and 16; con-
tinued their committce of war to the 2d of ]anuary next
1644, and ordained the haill miniftersto be charged, un-
der the pain of 100 Ib. to keep this committee, and | bring in
perfect rolls within this diocefe or province,in form forefaid.

Tt was alfo ordered by the committee of eftates, that ilk
minifter fhould furnifh out a man to this fervice, whilk
would draw to 1000 men, becaufe there is 1000 minifters 3
whilk fome here did furnith, others were overlooked ; and
{o they diffolved.

"The cftates, feeing the laird of Haddo s affignation, took
it to be plain fcorn and delufion, and therefore raifed new
charges againft the laird of Drum, fheriff, and others, to go
vpon Haddo, as ye fhall hear hercafter.

Now as this committee of war diffolved, there fat down
another committee of valuation,. for uptaking the rents of
the lands, for levying of the foldiers within, this (heriffdom.
Thus day and night the poor country pedple is oppreft and
vext, without authority ‘of the king. ‘

Upon the 18th of December, a prc’)dz}mation was made
at the crofs of Aberdeen, charging the commiffioners of
the late parliament within the fhire of Aberdeen to be at
Llinbtrgh the 3d ddy of January 1644, as well nobles,
and barons, as burrovgu, to {it and cognoﬂ.c upon fuch mat-
t¢rs as belong to a parlnmcnt, in the interim betwixt para
¥aments, conform to thc alt of pa.h"tmeut v

2
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Ye heard:before, how duke Hamilton with his brother
took journey towards court, with ftore of monies, about
12 horle load as was reported.. Now by the way, it is
faid, the earl of Lanerk, his brother, went to Newcaftle,
where he had fome dealing with Sir John Morrall, gover-
nor of Newcaftle, to betray the town to our general Le(ly.
This treafop is difcovered; he is removed and warded,
and another governor put in his place. Upon this deal-
ling, and other reafons, it is faid the duke and Lis bro-
ther were convoyed to Oxford politicly. At his lighting
he intended to fee the king, but he was {tayed by Sit Ja-
cob Afhly, appointed to take him and his brother both,
and upon the morn he (without fight of the king) was
had to a ftrong hold, and committed to clofe prifon in the
caftle of Woodftock, and therefrae tran{ported to Corn-
wall. It is faid his brother alfo was warded, but wan a-
way by a flight, and to the parliament of England (wanting
a king) goes he for his refuge 5 a fign, furely, of a guilty
confcience ! Thus was our royal king ferved by Hamilton
and his brother, who was his fecretary ; from England he
came thereafter to Scotland, is made welcome, and goes.
on in fervice with the relt of the covenanters (hard for the
Bing, be being his fecretaty, as faid is) with all his might ;
but duke Hamilton is tranfported to Briftol. ;

Upon the 1gth and 2¢th days of December, Dr. Guild
goes on moft malicioufly, and caufes calt down the ftately
wall ftanding within the bithop’s clofe, curionfly builded
with hewn {tone, and took the ftones down to the college,
for fuch vain ufes as he thonght moft expedient, (fuch was
the iniquity of the times) and brake down the afhlar work
about the turrets, raifed the pavement of the hall, and
caufed lead them down, to lay the floor of the common
{chool.

About 'this time Sir Gilbert Menzies of Pitfoddels
leaves the country, and goes to France, fearing the troubles
to come. He purchafed letters patent frae the committee
of eftates at Edinburgh, to go, upon condition his men, te-
nants, and {ervants, {hould rife with the publick, and his:
grounds and .rents liable to loan and taxation, and other
levy money.  His lady thortly follows bim..

4Le ' 2+ Upon:
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Upon Thurfday 21t of December, Mr. William Doug.
las, minifter at Forgue, who was chofen profeffor at the
laft provincial affembly, gave in thefes in the college kirk
of Old Aberdeen; he defended the famen againft ali op-
pofition of the brethren there conveened, fuch as Mr.
David Lindfay, parfon of Belhelvie, moderator to the
next general affembly, Doctor Guild, Mr. John Rue, Mr.
Joho Logie, Mr. Robert Cheyne, and fome others ; for the
cight prefbyteries of Aberdeen were warned to fend in two
or three commiffioners out of ilk prefbytery, to have kept
this day, whereof fome came, others came not ; in refpect
whereof Mr. William Douglas is ordained to come again
upon the 24th of January 1644, to abide his laft trial, and
the commiffioners of ilk prefbytery ordained to be prefent,
whilk was done, and he admitted profeflor, in a more wor-
thy man’s place, unjuftly put theretrae by thetyranny of this
church; whereat he never was offended, but gladly began
to repair his dwelling houfe, whilk he had mortified to the
profeflor, and removed therefrae, as ye fhall hereafter hear,
to the great grief and grudge of the town of Old Aberdeen,
among the poor of which he was moft charitable.

Monday the 25th of December, and good Yool-day, no
work wrought in Old Aberdeen, nor yet upon St. James’
day, nor Stephen’s day, for all the thundering the minifters
could do againft it; and upon the 27th of December the
Oldtown collegioners got eight days play, whether the
mafters would or not.

Upon Sunday the 24th of December, the communion
was given here in Old Aberdeen, to the collegioners who
were abfent frae the communion before, and to fuch per-
fons as were fick and unable to come ; they were about
a boardful of fach people.

Ye heard before of the down-fitting of our fovereign
lord’s feffion upon Saturday the 214t of December ; it was
raifed by found of trumpet at the crofs of Edinburgh, and
ordained to fit down the 16th of January next, to the effect
men might be haftily lifted, and had to thebowl road ; but
inferior judicatories fat ftill, adminiftring juftice ; likeas up-
on the 16th of January it fat down again, and was proro-
gate to the 2d of February, and fat down that day.
2! Upon
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“*Upon Sunday the 31t 'of December it was declared

sut of pulpit, ‘that the committee of the kirk at Edinburgh
had ordained a faft to be Kept on Sunday the 7th of Janu-
<ary 1644, and upon Wednefday thereafter, throughout
all the parifth kirks of Scotland, for a happy fuccefs to our
army. 2d, The danger of religion. 3d, The fins of the
land. 4th, For a blefiing upon our commiffioners travails,
lying in England 3 ‘whilk faft was folemnly kept the-fore-
{aid days, and the covenant read out upon the Sunday.

Upon Twefday the 26th of Decembery Mr. James Guth-
rie sifinifter 'at Urquhart; Mr. Alexander Spence patfon of
Birnie, andMr. Alexander Symmer, parfon of Duffus,
came to the Bog, (by direttion of the prefbytery of Elgin,)
and'in name of the committee of the General Affembly
at Edinburgh defired the marquis of Huntly to fivear and
fubfcribe the late covenant.  He anfwered he would not
{ubferibe any fuch covenant, without the king’s command,
for he had once fubfcribed a covenant at his majefty’s
“command before, and he would fubfcribe no more with-
out his authority ; Wwhereupon the three minifters took their
leave, and wrote back his anfiwer to the forefaid committee.
Thus this nobleman is daily pointed at, and cannot get reft,-
whilk bred trouble, as after ye fhall hear.

About this time word came to Aberdeen that Mr. Pyiay
that arch traitor in the lower houfe, was departed this life
in London, which was to be lamented that he had died be-
fore he was hanged to the death.

Many news was daily coming to Aberdeen of the king’s
viftories over his Englifh enemies, himfelf being at Oxford,
wintering the cold feafon, where all winter he bade ftill.
That he had indi¢ted a parliament to be holden at Oxford
in January 1644 5 and to that effect had fent out proclama-
tions to the nobles and peers of parliament to come to their
own places, to whom he granted full and free remiffion for
all bygones, except fome arch-traitors, fpecially denomi-
nated, whom his majefty could nowife remit. Upon this
gracious proclamation many nobles and peers came in to
the king, ‘and were' well received.

Great diligence and: expedition made through zil the
thires of Scotland for raifiag of men to fend after our arhxrlxjg

whic
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which is now lying at Morpeth, having fundry noblemen,
fuch as the marquis of Argyle, prefident of the army, the
earl of Lindfay, the lord Balmerinoch, the earl of Eglin-
ton, the vifcount of Dudhope, and divers other colonels
and captains. : i Bt

There was lifted out of the town of Edinburgh 1200
men, out of Dundee 180 men, out of Brechin and Mon-
trofe 110 men, and out of Aberdeen there was appointed to
be raifed 120 men, with their officers.

There came out a printed paper, dated the 12th of June
1643, bearing an ordinance of the lords and commons in
parliament, for the calling of ‘an affembly of learned and
godly divines, to be confulted with by the parliament, for
the fettling of the government and liturgy of the church
of England; declaring alfo the prefent church govern-
ment by archbifhops, bifhops, and other ecclefiaftical offi-
cers depending upon that hicrarchy, an evily and juftly of-
fenfive and burthenfome to the kingdom, &c. and -that
therefore they are refolved the fame fhall be taken away,
and that fuch a church government fhall be fettled in the
church, as fhall be moft agreeable with God’s holy word,
and moft apt to preferve and procure the peace of the
church at home, and nearer agreement with the church of
Scotland, &ec.

e e
Anno 1644.

Ye heard before of the committce of war holden at A-
berdeen. The earl Marifchal rode to Dunnotter, and from
that to Inverury., The lord Gordon rodc out of Aberdeen
likewife, but returned back upon the firft'of January, to
his lodging at Mr. Alexander Reid’s houfe, where he
ftayed till the z1th of Jannary.

Upon the 3d of January he held a committee of war,
with fome barons, but the earl Marifchal came not to
this committee. It fat flill while the 11th of January;
the miniftry came in, and produced under their hands,
and by virtue of their oaths, the rolls of the fencible ' men
betwixt 60 and 16 in their parifhes. 'There was bef(;;c

this
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this committee fundry other matters agitated, and fo dif-
folved upon the forefaid 11th of January. Tt was faid the
ear! Marifchal mifkent thir commlttees, becauf'e he had no
contentment in the divifion.

Upon the 4th of January a committee was holden upon
the valuations of the thire of Aberdeen, for lifting of rhen.
The fheriffdom of Aberdeen was valued at one hundred
thouland merks, whereef Aberdeen fhould pay elghteen
thoufand four hundred merks.

Upon Sunday the 7th of Januarya faﬁ precifely kept, as
ye have before, and upon Wednefday thereafter the mini~
fter went not out of pulpit till the peoplereconveened to the
afternoon’s fermon, at the ringing of the hindmoft bell
allenarly, and noblefling was faid after the forenoon’s fer-
mon-upon Sunday, " till firft the afternoon’s preaching was
done ; and fo'one blefling ferved for both fermons. The
covenant was read out upon Sunday, declaring and expon-
ing the'fame to be nowife againft the king, but againft the
papifts about him.  Thus the minifter feemed to perfuade
the people to believe this expofition, but they would never
in their hearts be perfuaded thereof.

In new Aberdeen fuch merchants as were at fea, and now
come home, fubfcribed the faid covenant upon Sunday on
their knees with uplifted hands.

The laird of Drum, fheriff principal of Aberdeen, is
charged with letters direct out in the king’s name (but God-
knows if they were with his majefty’s will) to charge the
barons of the fhire to conveen, and the town of Aber-
deen to raife 48, horfemen for the moft part, and two com-
manders, to ‘go- fearch, feek, 'take, ‘and apprehend’ the
1aird of Haddo, or to také his houfe, and meddle with his
rents.. Conform to the whilk charges the laird of Drum
caufes charge the town of Aberdeen to raife their men; and
wrote to {undry barons to méet him; and fo upon the 17th
day of January, the laird of Drum’ marchés out of Aber-
deen, having with him the faid company of men and com-
m'mders, with Mr. Alexander Jaffray, - John and Alexan-
der Jaffrays his fons, well armed altogether, with fwords,
piftols, carabines, and mufkets, being for the moft part all
Horfemen; and at the grecn of Udny there meets the

fheriff
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fheriff the lairds of Pittodrie, Monymufk, Echt; Federct,
Udny, Skene, and divers other barons, with whom was '
Mr. William David{on fheriff depute. They go to confulta-
tion, and fend before them the faid fheriff-depute with John
Spence, Rothfay herald; David Kemp, meflenger, and two
notaties, -with commiffion to charge fuch as were within,
to render the houfe in the king’s name ; and the fheriff fol-
lowed with his company. = Conform to the whilk commif-
* fion they went forward, and charged them within, being
abont 40 men;, to fender-the houfe, being but laigh bigg-
ing, wherein Haddo dwelt. . It was anfwered, this houle
pertained not to Haddo, but his fon, {to whom he had
difponed the fame, and fo could not with rcafon render.
the fon’s houfe for the father’s fault; and for his rents,
goods, and- gear, they were afligned to David (Gordon,
and lawfully intimate. - 'Then they charged.them to make
open gates, whereby théy might feek, fearch, take, and .
apprehend that rebel the laird of Haddo. They anfwer-
ed, he was riot-within, and. for their better affurance Keifk
open the gates and doors, and fuffered none to enter but
the forefaid fleriff depute, Rothfay Herald, David Kemp
meflénger, and the two notars. - They made a bufinefs of
fearchmg the houfe, but miffing him, they took inftrument
in the notars hands of their diligence.. Thereafter they
drank kindly, “and parted in peace, and came to the fheriff’
and his complices ftanding hard befide, and told what they
‘had done. - In the mean time there was fhot frae the place
of Kelly, hard -at their heels, ten or-twelve hagbutts,
whilk fleyed all this people, and fcattered them fo that ilk
man took the gate, returning home but more ado. . It was
faid Haddo himfelf, with about 40 horfe, was lying near
hand at the back of a know, beholdmg the fport, but- ap-
peared not that day.

The Jaffrays paid for meat and drink coming and going
to Aberdeen, for the townfmen ‘only, and gotlittle fervice.
The theriff fecing thir men break ranks at the fhot of thir
hagbutts, refolved to go no further on, but to write to the
eftates, and fhew his diligence, as indeed he did; and {o
this matter ceafed.

' It was faid. the marquis of Hnntly fent William Gomon
of Arradoul, John Gordon of Colpnay, Sheils, and Peter
Lefly
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Lefly a nottar, to the Jaffrays and people of Aberdeen, de-
firing them nct to come out againft Haddo, after fuch a
violeat manner ; but he gat no contented anfwer. Strange
in this country, to fee the marquis of Huntly’s defire fo vi-
lipended with fuch people! but forrow haftily followed
upon this pride, as ye havehereafter, bred through the am-
bition of the burgefles.

Upon Wedneiday the forefaid 17th of January, David -
Kemp, meflenger, charged the faid laird of Drum, fheriff
principal of Aberdeen, to convocate the king’s lieges, and
go fearch, feek, take, and apprehend the marquis of Hupt-
ly for his dxfobedxence to the eftates; likeas the theriff of
Banff’ was charged to take him alfo, if he was dwelling
within that fheriffdom, of whom ye may fee hereafter.
But the fheriff of Aberdeen had a good excufe, becaufe
the marquis dwelt in the Bog, out of the theriffdom of A-
berdeen, and fo made no fearch or feeking for this noble
and molt loyal fubject in Scotland, as ye may perceive by
his own declarations ; but he is fo abufed by the tyranny
of thir newcome eftates, as he could get neither peace nor
reft, but charges daily threatning him to come in their wills
and follow their councils, contrary to his own confcience,
or otherwife tolole his liberty, his lands and reats, and all
that he had ; for thir charges bore no lefs than to meddle
with his eftate, if they mift himfelf, becaufe the eftates
thought he was not able to ftand out againft their power,
and that he would be forced to flee and leave the {fame;
whilk being confidered by the marquis, contrary to thejr ex-
pettation, he ufes a mean for his own prefervation, as after
ye fhall hear, and wouid not fuffer the lord Gordon to lift
a man within his ground.

UponFriday the rgth of January,a committee was holden
in Aberdeen,. by the lord Gordon and fome barons, (but
Marifchal was not there), for lifting of money to raife fol-
diers. 'There was an ordinance made that none of the
committee thould remove out of Aberdeen, while mat-
ters were {eitled, and fo they fat ﬁdl while the firft of
March.

Ye heard before how his majefty was lying all winter at
Oxford. It is faid upon the 20th day of January he in-

Vol. 1L M dicted
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4

di¢ted a parliament. Strange! to fee the king to have 2
parliament, and the country to have another parliament,
both fitting in England! Our army now being in England,
a miffive letter was written frae general Lefly, the mar-
quis of Argyle, carl of Lindfay, and remanent of the com-
mittee of our Scotch army encamped at Morpeth, twelve
miles diftant from Newcaftle, dated the 25th of January
1644, and directed to Sir Thomas Glenham, now gover-
nour of Newcaftle, in the place of the depofed traitor Sir
John Morrall, with another letter written from them to the
gentry, the which letters nor copies thercof I did not {ee,
but the copy of the anfwer thereto made, comprehending
the {ubftance of the faid letters, written frae our camp, may
fully inform the grounds of their unlawful defires and
nnreafonable demands. The copy of the governor of
Newecaltle’s letter, and gentry under fubferibing, and now
copied, is this:

. % My lords,

< T have this day received yours, together with one to the
gentlemen of the country; and having communicated with
them, we return you this anfwer, that without the fight of
that letter we could not have been induced by any flying
rumour to believe that the Scottifh naticn, or a prevalent
party for the prefent in that nation, would have attempted
an invafion of England, fo contrary to the law of God, of
nations, of both kingdoms, and efpecially to the late act of
pacification; fo oppofite to your allegiance and gratitude to
his majefty, to that neighbourly love which you pretend, to
that difcreet care which you fhould have of your own
{ifety.

¢« ‘We could not have imagined that they who thro’ his
majelty’s goodnefs enjoy a fettlement of their church and
flate according to their own defires, thould ncedlefsly and
ungratefully embroil themfelves in a bufinefs that concerns
them not, forfcit their rights and difoblige his authority,
and hazard the lofs of their prefent happinefs. * No order
of any committee or committees whatfoever of men or angels
can give them power to march into the bowels of another
Kingdom, to make offenfive war againft their natural fove-
re'ga, upon the empty preteace of evil counfellorsthat could

never
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rever yet be named ;5 and for the Englifh agents, we can ne«
ver believe them to be any commiflioners lawfully antho-
rifed either by the parliament, nor by the two houles, nor
by the houfe of commons, whence fo many members are
expelled by partial votes, fo many banifhed by {editious
tamults, fo many voluntarily abfent, or ableat themlelves
out of confcience ; when defperation or the want of oppor-
tunity to depart, or fear of certain plundering, arc the
chiefeft bands which hold the little remnant together,
from difcovering where the venerable name of parliament
is made a ftate to countenance pernicious counfel, and alfo
of a clofe committee for {ubjeéts to make forcign confede-~
racies without their fovereign’s confent, to invade the ter-
ritories of their undoubted king. To go about by force to
change the religion and laws eftablithed, is grofs treafon
without all contradi&ion, and in this cafe it argues ftrong-
Iy who have been the fomenters and contrivers of all our
troubles ; no covenant whatfomever, or with whomfoever,
can juftify thefe proceedings, or oblige a fubject to run fuch
difloyal courfes. If any man out of ignoraunce, fear, or in-
credulity hath entered into fuch a covenant, it binds him
not, except it be to repentance, neither is there any necel=
fity, as is pretended, of your prefent pofture. Yourfelves
cannot allege that you are anywife provoked by us, nor are
we confcious to ourfelves of the leaft intention to moleft
you. The ends which you propofe are plaufible indeed tor
them that do not underftand them; the blackeft defigns did
never want the fame pretences. If by the proteftant reli-
gion you intend our articles, which are the public confef-
fion of our church, and bock of common prayer eftablifhed
by act of parliament, you necd not trouble yourfelves, we
be ready to defend them with our blood. If it be other-
wife, it is plain to all the world that it is not the prefervation
but the innovation of religion which you feek, howfoever
filed by you reformation ; and what calling have you to
reform us with the fword ? We dont remember that ever the
like indignity was offered by one nation to another, the lefs
to the greater, that thofe men who hitherto have pleaded
fo vehemently for liberty of confcience againft all caths
and {ubfcriptions, fhould now aflume a- power to them-

2 felves
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felves by arms to impofe a law upon the cenfciences of
their fellow fubjeéts. A vanguithed nation would fcarce
endure fuch terms from their conquerors : but this we are
fure of, that it is the way to make the proteftant reli-
gion odious to all monarchs, chriftians, and pagans. Your
other two ends, that is the honour and happinefs of the king,
and the public peace and liberty of his dominions, are {o
* manifeftly contrary to your pratice, that there needs no
other motive to withdraw you from fuch a courfe, as tends
{o_direftly to make his majefty contemptible at home and
abroad, and fill his dominions with rapine, blood, and
murder. In any army all have not the fame intentions ;
we have feen the articles agreed upon, and vaft fums and
conditions contained in them, as if your countrymen thought
indeed that England was a well that never could be drawn
dry, and therefore you decline all difputation about it. It
is an eafy thmg to pretend the caufe of God, as the Jews
did the temple of the Lord; but this is far from the evi-
dent demonflrations ye often offer, but never make. Con-
fider that there muft be an account given to the Lord of all
the blood that fhall be fhed in this quarrel. The way to
prevent it is not by fuch inncvations, but to return be-
fore the fivord be unfheathed, and the breach be made
tco wide. You cannot think that we are grown fo fecble
creatures as to defert our religion, our laws, our eftates,
upon the command of foreigners, and to fuffer ourfelves
and our poilerity to be made beggars and flaves without
any oppofition. If any of us fhould join with you in this
altien, we cannot look upon them otherwife than as trai-
tors to their king, vipers to their country, and fuch as
have been plotters and promoters of this defign from the
beginning. But if information or fear has drawn any of
yours ignorantly or unwillingly into this courfe, we defire
them to withdraw themlelves at laft, and not make them-
felves acceffary to that deluge of mifchief which that fe-
cond voyage is like to bring upon both kingdoms. Sic fub.
Your fervants,
Jacob Munday Francis Ker Richard Tempeft
Robert Bofwell ~ Ralph Millot Charles Bradiing

Lidward Polen  Robert Clavering Francis Carnegie
Francis



TROUBLES IN SCOTLAND. 37

Francis Anderfon Edward Gray =~ Thomas Twidale
Thomas Glenham George Mufhans Alex. Widdermill.'

Ihere was alfo at the end of this letter a peftfeript, faying,,

« My lords, we have fent you here inclofed his majefty’s
declaration.”

But the copy had no date. Now I refer the confidera~
tion of this anfwer to all godly and loyal fubjeé’cs, whether
our army had found reafon to go on in {o_deplorable a
courfe, upon the pretended reafons which are chiefly point-
ed at in the letter, 1{t, For the religion. "2d, For the ho-
nour and happinefs of the king. 3d, For the public peace
and liberty of his dominions, which three reafons are punc-
tually and pithily anfwered unto, as their letter bears, and
fubfcribed by the hand of Sir Thomas Glenham, governor
of Newcaftle, and 14 others of the gentry, as you {ce be-
fore ; but oh for pity ! our army would not hear this wife
counfel, but go fqrwara in their rebellion.

Upon Tuefday the 3oth of January the magiftrates of
Aberdeen prefled and violently took upon the night, about
23 perfons of the crafts, apprentices and fervants, to make
up their nuthber of 120 {oldiers, with a captain and officers.

About this time there came to Aberdeen a copy of a let-
ter from certain Englifh peers, written to our Scots army,
whilk copied is thus :

¢« Our very good lords, .

¢« If for no other reafon, yet that pofterity may know
we have done our duties, and not fit {till while ouar breth-
ren of Scotland were tranfported with a dangerous and fa-
tal underftanding, that the refolution now taken amongft
you for an expedmon into England, is agreeable to your
obligation by the late treaty, and to the willies and defires
of this kingdom, expreffed by the two houfes of parliament,
we have thought it neceffary to let your lordfhips know,
that if we had diffented from that a&, it would never have:
been made a law ; and when you have confidered and ex-
amined the names of us who have fubicribed this leiter,
who as we hope are too well known to your lordihips, and
to both kingdoms, to be fufpedted to want affeliicn to re-
ligion, or to the laws of the country, orli“ertig , of the fub-
ject; and when you areinformed, that tlie carls of Arundel
and Thanet, the lords Sta n‘mpe, Stafford, and Coveatry,.

M 3 Goring,
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Goring and Craven are in the parts beyond the feas, and
the earls of Chefterficld, Weftmorland, and the lords Mon-
tague and Broughton, under reftraint at London, for their
loyalty and duty to their fovereign, and the kingdom,
yaus lordthips will eafily conclude how very few now
make up the peers of Weftminfter, there being in truth not
above 25 lords prefent, or privy to thefe counfellors, or be-
ing abfent, concurring or confenting with them ; where-
as the houfe of peers confifteth of an hundred, befides mi-
nors and recufant lords, neither of which keep us com-
pany in this addrefs to your lordfhips. How we and the
major part of the houfe of commons come to be abfent
from thence, it is {fo notorious to all the world, that we
believe your lordfhips eannot be ftrangers to it, how feve-
~ ral times during our fitting there, multitudes of the meaneft
“fort of people, with weapons not agreeing to their condition
or cuftom, in a manner very contrary and deftruive to the
privilege of parliament, filled up the way betwixt both
houfes, offering injury both by words and altions, laying
violent hands on feveral members, and crying out many
hours together in a moft tumultuous and menacing way ;
how po remedy would be fubmitted to for preventing thofe
tumults ; afrer which, and other unlawful and unparlia-
mentary ations, many things received and fettled (upon
folemn dcbate of the houfe of peers) were again after many
threats and menaces refufed and determined, contrary to
the law of parliament, and fo many of us withdrew our-
{clves from thence, where we could not fit, fpeak, and
vote with honour, flcedom, and fafety, and are now put
from thence for our duty and loy al;y to his majefty; and
muft therefore proteft againft any invitation which hath
been made to our brethren in the kingdom of Scotland
to enter into this kingdom with any army, the fame being
as much ageinft the deﬁres, as againft the duties of the
Jords and commons in England; and. we do conjure
your lordfhips, by our common allegiance and fubj &ion
under onr gracious foverelgn, by the amity and affe@tion
betwixt the two nations, by the treaty of pacification
(which by any fuch act is ablolutely abolithed) and by all
¢bligations Loth divine and human, which can prelerve
peace upon carth, to ufe your utmoft cndeavour to pre-
vent



TROUBLES IN SCOTLAND. !39

vent the effufion of fo much Chriftian blood, and the con-
fufion and defolation which muft follow the unjuft inva-
fion of this kingdom; which weare confident all true Eng-
lithmen may interpret as a defign of conqueft, and to im-
pofe uponus new laws ; and therefore your lordfhips may
be aflured we fhall not fo forget our old intereft and ho-
nour of our nation, as not to expofe our lives and fortunes
in the juft and neceflary defence of the kingdom ; but if
your lordfhips in truth have any doubts or apprehenfions
that there is now or hereafter may be a purpofe to infringe
your laws or liberties, by any attempt of this kingdom,
we do engage our honours to your lordfhips, to be ourfelves
moft réligious obfervers of the a&t of pacification; and if
the breach and violation do not firft begin within that
kingdom, we are confident you fhall never have canfe to
complain of us; and having thus far exprefled ourfelves
unto your lordthips, we hope to receive fuch an anfwer
from you as may be a mean to preferve a right underftand-
ing betwixt the two pations, and lay an obligation upon us
to continue your lordfhips affectionate humble fervants.
- Et fubfcribitur,

Lord Mohun . Lord Keeper

Lord Rich Lord Treafurer

Lord Cobham Duke of Richmond
Lord Rivers Marquis of Hartford
Lord Savil Earl Lindfay

Lord Dunfmore
Lord Dernett
Lord Darley
Lord Cogniers
Lord Herbert
Lord Wentworth
Lord Paullet
Lord Pagett
Lord Percy

Lord Capell
Lord Carbellie
Lord Hopetoun
Lord Widdrington
Lord Leigh

Earl Southampton
Earl Huntingion
Earl Northampton
Ear] Dorfet

Earl Worcefter
Earl Bath

Earl Berkfhire
Earl Briftol

Earl Kingfton

‘Earl Cleveland

Earl Peterburrow
Earl Portland
Earl Newport
Earl Moubray

Lord
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Lord Hattoun * Earl Marleburrow
Lord Lovelace ] Vif. Falconbridge
Lord Wilmot Lord Maltravers
Lord Byren Lord Howard
Lord Langburrow Lord Seymour
Lord Cromwell Lord Digby.

This letter had no date, but it appears it had been fent
by thir noblemen to eur committee of the army, before the
fhedding of Dblood. What anfwer was fent, I do not
know, but it appears by the remaining of our army in Eng-
land thereafter, we were not to follow the good and godly
council of this witty letter, but follow our own defigns,
notwithftanding of the king’s royal power backed with
thir his powerful fubjeéts, as with many others and at
Newcaftle alfo.

There was an a& and ordinance of the convention of e-
ftates of the kingdom of Scotland for the fpeedy raifing of
monies by way of excife, for fupplying the forces raifed in
this kingdom for the defence of religion, crown and king-
doms, and payment of the debts which the public faith thall
be engaged to that end, dated at Edinburgh the laft of Ja-
nuary, 1644.

On every pint of ale and fmall beer to be fold, to be
paid by the brewer or maker thereof, and to be allowed to
him in the payment of the price, or which any houfe-kceper
breweth for his own fpendmg, to be pud by every fuch
houfe-keeper - 44,

Beer or ale exported for prowﬁon of Ihlps is to pay no-
excife.

On foreign imported beer, every pint

On every piat of ftrong beer, to be payed fiklike by thc
brewer or houfe-keeper - 6 d..

On every pint of French wiae already 1mported or to bes
imported, to be paid by the firft buyer thereof, (the buyer-
being a vintner)after the fale of the fame, providing it iell
before Lammas next,. or by the buyer for private ufe

1s. 4d..
On every pintof Spanith winc in like manner 2s. 8d.
One every pint of aquavitz or ftrong waters fold in the

‘country - - . 2s. 8d.
On
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On every pound of tobacco - 6d. -

On every flaughtered ox, bull, or cow, of fixteen pound
price or above, to be paid by the buyer or flayer, 20s.
and of every one under that price, 13s. 4 d.

On all oxen, bulls, or kine, trqnfported to be paid by
the tranfporter for the piece 45

On all fheep flaughtered or tranf‘ported at or above 40
fhillings price, to be payed by the traufporter or {layer 4s

And under that price 28.
On all flaughtered ftirks of 8 Ib. prrce or abovc, 6s. 4d.
On every fuch ftirk beneath that price - 48,
On all calves or go ats of 40's. price per piece, or above,
fold, or for private ufe - - 4s.
On each of them under that price - 2s.
On all {wine - - ! 6d.
On all lambs and kids 28,
On the merchandize of ilk ell of filk I'tuﬁ" from five
merks value to ten, to be paxd by the buyer 6s. 4d.
And every ell thereof above ten merks 10s.
Cn every ell of nlath or pan velvet - 205,
. On every cll of fatin - - 13s. 4d.
On every ounce of filk or gold lace 13s. 4d.
One every ell of filver or gold cloth - 3l
On evety beaver hat - - I28.
On every pair of filk ftockings - 13s. 4d.
On every ell of broad cleth, not exceeding {even
pound, retailed - - - 6s.
On every ell of cloth exceeding that price 128,

Onilk ell of narrow cloth, ferges, and other worfet or
hair ftuffs imported, at or above forty fhillings theell, 2s:
On the eil of baize or freezes at of above 30 fhilling the

ell - - - Is.
On 2all cambrick, lawnor Holland cloth, for the value
of every 20 fhillings - Is.
Cn every ell of 1moorted pearling, ma de of thread, or
of filk betwixt three and fix pounds - 12 8.
On the ells betwixt fix and twelve pouad, and fo forth
proportionally - - 1l 4.
On coal tranfported on Scots or Englith bottoms, to the
valie of twelve pounds - - Gs.

On
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On all coal of the fame value, exported in foreign bot-

toms, - - 128,
On every twelve pound value of made work, brought
home, of whatfomever kind - 13s. 4d.

All manner of made work within the kingdom to be
frce of excife.
' "There was fome oppofition made by fome town’s people
of Edinburgh againft this ungodly, unlawful and unufual
alt of cxcife; but all for nought: the eftates carried it.
It was alfo enacted, that this excife fhould begin the 10th
of February next to come, and to endure fo long as the ne-
ceffity of the army fhould require, and at the fartheft but
for an year; and if the parliament at their next meeting
fhall in place hereof find out and appoint a better and more
expedite way, to provide money for fupplying the armies,
and paying the provifion made to them in the interim, then
this way of excife is to ceafe. And it is hereby declared,
that theremainder of the brotherly affiftance, thearrearsdue |
to the army in Ircland, and what fhall be due for mainten-
ance of this army, and all other fums addebted to the king-
dom of England, being paid, and therewith all publick
debts and burdens of this kingdom, with what fhall be
due to the armies being defrayed, the remainder thereof,
over and above this defrayment, fhall be employed for re-
payment of the excife in manner following, viz. whatever
fhall be the proportion of the excife gotten within the town
of Edinburgh and libertics thercof, the equal half thereof
fhall be paid to the magiftrates and town council for the
behoof of the town, and every burgh fhall have repetition
of the two part of the proportion of excife furnithed by
them, and the remainder, not allowed to the burghs in
manner ferefaid, fhall be given proportionably for the pub-
lick ufe of the feveral fhires, according to the quantity of
excife paid by them. .

‘Thir ats, with the excife, I copied truly from the print
that was fent here to Aberdeen. The goodly device where-
of, laid out -for an eafe to the people both of burgh and
land, I refer to the judicious reader, feeming rather to
delude and {cora the country, than to do them any good.
Thus is this miferable country outburthened with grievous

taxations,
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faxations, following the footfteps of Holland in their ex-
cifes, whilk this land was unable to bear, nor durfl the
country people complain, neither knew they to whom they
fhould complain for redrefs, becaufe their king was in no
better cafe than openly rebelled againft, whofe authority
thould have wifely ruled all; and furely the people mur~
mured mightily agzinft thir orders

Upon the back of this excife, followed an a& of the
convention of eftates, made at Edinburgh the firft of Fe-
ruary 1644, for putting the kingdomin a pofture of defence,
for ftrengthening the army, and providing arms and am=
munition to the kingdom.

That colonels and committees of war be appointed in cach * -
thire to mufter all the fencible perfons within the fhire up-
on one day ; that a lift be taken up of the fencible perfons
armed and unarmed, and how many and what fort of arms
-are wanting, and to be provided for every thire.

The mufters of thefe befouth Deeto be betwixt and the
laft of February next, and the report thereof to the com-
mittee of eftates betwixt and the 15th day of March there-
after ; and the mufters benorth Dee, to be betwixt and the
1oth of March, and the report to the committee betwixt
and the laft of the faid month; that burrows make their
mufters and reports accordingly. :

That there fhall be as many arms furnifhed as is fent
forth with thearmy; that the colonels and committees fend
fome perfons to the committee of eftates, with money or
furety for providing as many mufkets, {words, pikes and pif-
tols as is fent forth in this prefent expedition, together with
three pound weight of powder, three pound weight of ball,
and fix pound weight of match for every mufket, or elfe
give affurance at the faid day of report that they fthall pro-
vide the fame themfelves betwixt and a competent day to
be affigned by the committee of eftates.

That there be a fufficient number of trained men, who
can exercife their arms in each fhire or burgh for the ends
forefaid.

The colonels, committees, and magiftrates of burrows
are ordained to reduce their haill fencible men within theis
bounds into regiments, foot companies, and horfe troo;f)s,

or
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for putting the kingdoms in a pofture of defence ; and thas
fic as are appointed to come out in the prefent expedition,
be drilled up in handling of their arms, ilk regiment once
in the month, ilk troop and company once in the week, at
the places to be appointed by the faid colonels and com-
mittees, and magiftrates of burrows, and that every fhire
and burgh fhall entertain-an able and expert foldier, who
fhall have the care and infpection of exercifing the regiments
and companies of that fhire or burgh, and that they take
surfe for inferior officers to exercife the men.

"Ilk captain to be provided with colours, drums; rick-
mafters with trumpets and cornets, who are to be in rea-
dinefs, upon orders from the committee of eftates, to bring
forth fuch number and proportion of their regiments, with
fufficient furniture, arms, and provifions, as they fhall be
required.

And whereas the army is now marched into England,
it is ordained that thefe in the northern parts, who have
not gone forth in this prefent expedition, fhall be prefently
put forth, on horfe and foot, provided with arms, ammu-
nition, and baggage, and all {orts of furnitnre, as follows,
viz. out of Banftfhire, and that part of the theriffdom of A-
berdeen that is not under the earl Marifchal’s command, one
thoufand fix hundred foot and two hundred and forty horfe,
whereof the lord Gordonis colonel, together alfo with an
hundred and twenty horfe out of the fheriffdoms of El-
gin, Nairn, and that part of Invernefs on this fide of the
Nefs, and 120 horfe out of the earl of Seaforth’s divifion of
Invernefs, and 120 of the earl of Sutherland’s part in In-
vernefs and Caithnefs, which are alfo under the command
of the faid lord Gordon ; and out of that part of the fheriff-
dom of Aberdeen in the carl Marifchal’s divifion, the pro-
portion of men laid upon the {ame to come out under the
{2id earl their colonel ; and out of the faid fherifdoms of
Elgin, Nairn, and part of invernefs on this fide of the Nefs,
one thouiand five hundred foct, under the command of the
earl of Murray their colonel 5 out of the earl of lord Sea-
forth and lord Lovat’s divifion of Invernefs 1000 foot, un-

» der the command of Thomas M«Kenzie of Plufcardine their

colencl; out of the earl of Sutherland’s part of Invernefs
and
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and Caithnefs, 1600 foot, under the command of the earl
of Sutherland their colonel; and out of the theriffdom of
Orkney, 1000 foot, under the command of

The committee of war, and colonels, with all {peed to
bring forth the numbers of men, horfe and foot, armed and
furnifhed with bag and baggage, and all provifion necef-
fary, and to have their rendezvous at Berwick upon the tenth
of March, where they fhall have further direttions from
the lord general, &c. i

It is ordained that the number formerly appointed to
come out of the fhires, burghs, and divifions thereof, in
this prefent expedition, thall now be brought out of the fa-
men; {ufficiently provided, horfe and foot, with baggage
horfes, ammunition horfes, and all other furnitire, and to
be in readinefs to march upon four days warning,and to be
levied and tranfported upon the tax and loan within each
fhire, if the fame be not exhaufted upon the former levies,
and where thereis none of the loan, that they be levied and
tran{ported as the committee of eftates thall dire&, to be an
auxiliary fupply to the army.

Item, orders anent the choofing of colonels and officers,
and committees to have power to choofe fub-committees in
the feveral prelbyteries, and to punifh all tranfgreffors of
their orders, and to fine thofe who have not or fhall not
thereafter put out their footmen, in an hundred pounds,
and their horfemen, baggage horfe, and ammunition horfes,
in four hundred merks, and to diret their precepts to mef-
fengers at arms, to poind and diftrinzie for the fame.

Thir articles, with divers other orders, were contained
in this act; but I omitted fundry, and fet down fuch as is
above written, as moft fitting to be copied. This piece
was alfo fubfcribed by Archibald Prymrofe their clerk.

Follows a third aét of the convention of eftates of Scot-
land, for raifing of monies for a prefent {upply to the ar-
mies fent into England and Ireland, made at Edinburgh the
fecond of February 1644, copied frae the print, under the
fubfcription of the faid Archibald Prymrofe thieir clerk.

It is ordained, that all perfons having money within this
kingdom, or by their credit and furety can beft and fooneft
raife money, to lend the fame to the cftates, or their com-

Vol. IL. N mittees,
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mittees, for the relief of the army fent into England, and
of the Scots army in Ireland, who fhall have affurance of
repayment from the public, out of the monies due to them
by the kingdom of England, to the army, according tothe
proportion to be advanced to either of them refpetively, or
that fhall be raifed upon this excife, which the colleor
and his depute fhall be bound to pay to them out of the firft
of his intromiffions thereof; or by any other manner of fe-
curity, private or public, they thall defire; and in cafe any
fhall defire private fecurity, it is hereby ordained, that the
perfons, whom the lenders thall defire to be bound to them,
thall either oblige themfelves to the lenders, or furnifh the
money themfelves ; and in either cafe fhall have public
{ecurity forefaid for their relief ; and the parties thus ob-
liged to the lendersin a private fecurity, thall have fuch o-
thers that have any eftate in town or fhire, where the mo-
ney is to be borrowed, joined with them, as they fhall de-
fire ; and for the better profecuting hereof, the eftates gives
power to their committee, in fuch exigency, and upon war-
randice of repayment forefaid, to call before them all fuch
perfons as are known to be able, by themfelves or their
credit, to lend or raife money; and to require and ordain
them to lend and give fuch fecurity as will prefently raife
the fums of money the committee thall require frae them,
upon the affurance above written ; and if any fhall refufe,
with power to the committee to take fuch courfe with them,
as in a time of fo preffling neceflity they thall think fitting, to
make them advance monies, as faid is. But if any will be
pleafed upon this fecurity willingly to offer money, it fhall be
efteemed and embraced as a real teftimony of their affe&tion
to religion, and the caufe in hand ; and further the eftates
gives hereby power and command to the committee of war
in the fhires, to take fuch courfe within their feveral bounds
for procuring of money, in manner forefaid, as above writ-
ten, or from time to time fhall be direéted from the com«
mittee of eftates to them, and to report. See fubfc. Arch.
Prymrofe.

This was the fubftance of thir three {feveral adts, one for
excife, another for men and arms, and a third for levying
monies. ’

Followed
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Followed after this a'band devifed by the eftates, com-
monly called The Blind Band, which every wealthy horeft
man within Edinburgh, or coming to Edinburgh, were
urged to fubfcribe, and ordained by the eftates to be fub-
feribed through all Scotland, whereby ilk man was com-
pelled to fubfcribe the fame, obliging him to contribute to
the good caufe, fuch a certain fum of money, equivalent to
his eftate, and to the contentment of thefe perfons, the pre-
fenters of this blind band, and no otherwife, at fuch days
and places as was therein contained.

Thus is this poor country daily more and more oppreft
with tyrannical orders, fet down by the eftates without war-
rant of the king.

Ye heard betore how Mr. William Douglas, minifter at
Forgue, was chofen profeflor in that learned reverend man’s
place Dr. Forbes of Corfe; and becaufe he had mortified
his houfe in the chaplainry to his fucceflor, without referva~
tion of his own life-rent, he caufes remove his plenifhing
and books, whereof he fold part, delivered the keys, and
came upon the firft of February to John Forbes his coufin’s
houfe, where he remained; fyne went over to Torrie,
where he ftayed while a fhip fhonld be clear, and about
the 4th of April to the fea goes he for Holland, there to
remain in thir dolorous days. Surely this was an ex-
cellent religious man, who feared God, charitable to the
poor, and a fingular {cholar, yet was put frae his-calling,
country, friends, and all, for not fubfcribing the covenant,
to the grudge and grief of the beft.

The earl Marifchal, for his own reafons, rides fouth to
the eftates or committee of eftates, and mifkent all our com-
mittees of war, and- valuation holden here in Aberdeen
by the lord Gordon and other barons, where he ftayed
while the fecond of March that he came to Aberdeen.

Upon Friday the 3d of February Thomas Nicolfon, bur-
gefs of Aberdeen, having letters of caption againft fome of
the laird of Cluny’s tenants, for his own debts, fent out
David Kemp meflenger with a file of mufketcers, 18 in
number, with William Scot their captain, then lying in A-
berdeen, to be fent to the army of the townfmen. The
meflenger went forward, accompanied as faid is, and took

N 2 a ten-
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a tenant called John Brown. He is refcued by fome of
the laird’s fervants, but unhappily is fhot through the thigh
in his refcue, of the whilk he inftantly died. The laird
being then in Cluny, hearing of this flanghter, comes in up-
on the morn, being Saturday, to Aberdeen, and takes three
of the foldiers, who had been at the deed doing, and brings
them over to his own houfe in the Oldtown, and keeps them
while Wednefday, fyne rode and delivered thir three men
to Mr. Robert Reid, fheriff depute of Aberdeen. The
lord Gordon went firft to the town, Cluny rode in the
back of the town with about 24 horfe, came in at the Juf-
tice Port, and met the lord Gordon at the tolbooth, went
up to the tolbooth, delivered the men, and took inftrument
thereupon ; and at his incoming and outgoing the New-
town foldiers were ftanding befouth the crofs, with their
captain John Strachan, with cocked guns, in good order ;
and if the lord Gordon had not been there, it might have
fared worfe with Cluny, becaufe the town took his doings
in cvil part, and caufed deprive John Forbes and his fon,
James Innes,and Mr. Thomas Gordon, of their burgerthip,
becaufe they convoyed the laird of Cluny for that errand,
being provoft of Old Aberdeen, which the gentlemen
counted little for their burgerfhip or freedom, being all pre-
fent in prefence of the council, when they were deprived
without great reafon. Thomas Nicolfon, feeing thir men
warded, rides haftily to Edinburgh, and returns back to A-
berdeen upon the 23d of February with warrant to putthe
men to liberty, which was fo done ; fo they followed the
reft of the army without fatisfaction or punifhing the deed
and flaughter committed. However Thomas Nicolfon had
caufed fummon the laird of Cluny to compear before the
convention of eftates, for taking of thir three men in the
king’s fervice; and upon Friday the 1oth of February he
rode fouth ; but how foon he came to Edinburgh, he was
arraigned by a baillie, and charged to ward at the inftance
of Sir Thomas Nicolfon, advocate, for payment of 2000
merks. Cluny produces a proteftion with a fufpenfion ;
the baillie lets him go; Sir Thomas means himfelf to the
chancellor, and declared he was an incendiary and main in-
former of the marquis of Huntly toftand out ; whereupon he

is
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is warded at Sir Thomas Nicolfon’s inftance, done by infti-
gation of Thomas Nicolfon forefaid, whereat fundry of
Cluny’s friends took offence, and he remained in ward for
all he could do, till he was relieved by his excellency the
lord Marquis of Montrofe.

Ye heard before of the ingoing of our army into Eng-
land 5 they march fairly on towards Morpeth under gene-
ral Lefly his excellency, with a well ordered army, horfe
and foot, of the beft fort he could get through all the king-
dom. The marquis of Argyle was prefident of the army 3
the earl of Lindfay, the lord Balmerinoch, with divers o-
ther brave captains and commanders, went alfo with him ;
he had many field pieces, ball, and arms, in abundance,

_with baggage and other provifion neceflary, having an army
of horfe and foot of 20,000 men, dragoons, bag and bag-
gage, fome faying lefs, fome faying more, and went into:
Morpeth within 12 miles of Newecaftle, where there was
a letter written and anfwered of the 25th of January, as ye
have heard before. The town of Newcaftle burnt up the
fuburbs, left the enemy fhould take advantage thereof ;
and, as was reported, our army had gotten the worft once
or twice, and fo many hurt, that chyrurgions were fent out
of Edinburgh to cure them, by and attour the furgeons of
the camp.

Ye heard before how the:fheriffs of Aberdeen and Banff
had gotten charges from the eftates to go fearch, feek,
take, and apprehend the marquis of Huntly, by virtué of
letters of caption, direéted out in the king’s name (fore a-:
gainft his will, and without his highnefs’ knowledge, fuch
was the policy of this time of iniquity) upon letters of horn-
ing ufed and execute againft him, as a traitor to his coun-
try, for not fubfcribing thislaft covenant, and adhering to
the eftates, which the marquis thought was both againft
his confcience and his mafter the king. By virtue of this
forged caption; the forefaid theriffs were charged to take
him, as I have faid. Whereupon the theriff of Banff, call-
ed Abercrombie, upon the 6th day of February,
lap on with fome few horfe, came to the Bog, fent in his de-
pute Robert Wilfon to the marquis, to thew his commif-
fiop ;3 but the marquis vilipended the fame, and command-
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ed him and the fheriff both to be gone, for he was not to
be tane. The fheriff rode back without more ado, and
wrote over his diligence to the eftates. Thus you may fee
how this noble marquis is vexed daily with his fellow fub-
jeéts, without authority of a king, and whilk compelled him
to draw to an head for defence of himfelf and his kin, as
ye may fee hereafter; and in the mean time ftraitly com-
manded none of his ground, friends nor followers, men,
tenants, and fervants, that they fhould not anfwer nor o-
bey men orarms, taxations or loans, filler excifes, or any
other impofitions whatfomever.

Upon Friday the 16th of Tebruary, captain Strachan
marched out of Aberdeen with 130 foldiers, captains, and
commanders, furnithed out by the faid burgh, upon their
own charges and expences. Ilk foldier was furnithed with
twa farks, coat, breeks, hofe and bonnet, bands and fhoone,
afword and mufket, powder and ball for fo many, and other
fome a fword and pike, according to order ; and ilk foldier
to have {ix fhilling every day for the fpace of 40 days, of
loan filver ; ilk twelve of them had a baggage-horfe, worth
5o pound, a ftoup, a pan, a pot for their meat and drink,
together alfo with their hire or levy or loan money, ilk fol-
dier eftimate to 10 dollars; in furnithing and all to 100
merks, whilk ftood to Aberdeen for their expences, by and
attour their captains and commanders’ furniture, above ten
thoufand pound Scots, whilk, with 18,400 merks of taxa«
tion, was no {mall burden to the burgh of Aberdeen. The
three warded foldiers followed this captain.

The poor Oldtown of Aberdeen was forced to furnifh
out 12 foldiers after the fame manner, under the lord Gor-
don’s divifion, and fent under captain Knab, with a com-
pany of about 6o men, to the army, as captain Strachan alfo
went for the town of Aberdeen. Sore was the poor peo-
ple of the Oldtown plucked and poinded to make up thir
12 foldiers’ charges, whereas fome of them had not to buy
a loaf. And as New Aberde:n was prefled and wrecked,
firft, in finding the men, and next their maintenance, fo
the landward was not frée of the like perfecution ; .for ilk
heritor was compelled to furnith out a man, or two or
three according to his rent. He came upon the tenant of

the



TROUBLES IN SCOTLAND, 15

the ground, who were forced for his relief to go himfelf,
or contribute with his mafter for furnithing a man, becaufe
the mafter or heritor alledged the tenant out of his means
thould contribute with him, in refpe¢t the mafter was liable
for the fifth part of his eftate to the taxation, by and at-
tour furnifhing men. Thus is this land, rich and poor, pi-
tifully plagued, without authority of a king. See before
how Aberdeen’s men is prefled. The foldiers of both A-
berdeens had two part mufkets, and third part pikes. Old
Aberdeen was ftented in 8oo merks, for rigging out of 12
{oldiers, {o that neither herd nor hireman was left untaxed,
and upon the 24th of February captain Knab marched for=
ward to the army with his company, and our Oldtown
men, under the lord Gordon’s divifion, as faid is. Then
followed the rigging out of horfemen, ilk horfeman’s horfe,
furniture and expences eftimate at 180 pounds, and there
was 240 horfe laid upon the fhires of Aberdeen and
Bamff.

Upon Wednefday the 21ft of February the drum went
through, charging all heritors, liferenters, &c. in the
name of William earl Marifchal, and George lord Gordon,
and the reft of the committee of Aberdeen, to prefent their
foldiers under ilk ane of their divifions in the lands, there
to be received by their captains. Sundry came in, where-
of captain Knab’s company, with the twelve Oldtown fol-
diers, being 6o footmen, was made up under the lord Gor-
don’s divifion, as faid is.

Upon the 23d of February, lientenant James Forbes, fe-
cond fon to Forbes of Campfield, under the earl
Marifchal’s divifion, had orders from the committee of A-
berdeen (Marifchal being abfent himfelf) to go with about
40 mufketeers upon the laird of Tibbertie’s lands, Mr. Wil-
liam Seaton of Randiftoun’s lands, as two outftanders, and
not fubfcribers of the covenant ; and upon the good wife of
Artrochie’s lands, as the that is an excommunicate papift,,
and to plunder the fame. But the young laird of Gight, the
young laird of Haddo, the laird of Shethin, the laird of
Tibbertie him{elf, Ardloggie and Nathaniel Gorden, with
about 80 horfe, came to the bounds of Tartic, pertaining to
Dr. Dun in Aberdeen, which they were alfo plundering.

But
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they were fhamefully dung back, their arms tane frae them,
and routed pitifully, except the captain, who was there,

called Forbes, and his brother alfo the lieutenant, whofe

arms they took not. And fo thir foldiers returned in twos,
in threes, and fours, and not in a body, fhamefully back

again to Aberdeen with their captains and officers, who

were fpared and not difarmed. ‘Whereat our committee of
Aberdeen, and the earl Marifchal, when he heard of it, was

highly offended, and bred fome fear to the burgh of Aber-

deen. -

Ye heard before anent the excife; the fame was pro-
claimed at the crofs of Aberdcen upon the 24th of Febru-
ary, to the great grief both of burgh and land.

‘The town of Aberdeen begins to think that this pertur-
bation made at Tartie, was upon fome ground, and that
the Gordons fhould grow to an head ; and therefore up-
on Thurfday the laft of February, began to watch their
town, clofe their ports, and make up their catbands upon
all adventures, for their own fecurity; but this did little
good, as ye may fee hereafter. However, they drill daily
in the links, about 120 men, and the covenanters began
to hide their goods.

. Upon the 1ft of March, the earl Marifchal returns back
from Edinburgh to Aberdeen, and upon the morn, being
Saturday, he comes over to the Oldtown, confers with the
lord Gordon, who convoys the earl to the Bridge of Don,
being going to Inverury ; but before he came out of Aber-
deen, there came about 250 foldiers that famen night he
came to Aberdeen, on horfe and foot, without any arms, be-
caufe they were informed that the Gordons were fet to
plunder them by the way. The earl direéts them to march
to Dunnotter the fame Saturday, and their arms were
brought about frae Buchan by fea. Thir foldiers came
from Buchan out of the earl’s own grounds, to Aberdeen.

Upon the forefaid 1ft of March provoft Lefly returned
back frae the convention of eftates to Aberdeen. The
convention being diffolved, it is faid he had gota commif-
fion for lifting of this excifc for his own profit, and for pay-
ment of certain {ums of money therefore.

The lord Frafer alfo, being under fear, caufed caft his

oats
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oats upon unlaboured ground, thereafter to till the fame,
rather than to have them in barns or ftacks, for fear of
plundering. He caufes tranflate his victual of the barony
of Stonywood out of the girnels of Watertown by night

to Muchalls. He fends and brings his children frae the

fchools in Aberdeen, and down to Cairnbulg goes he out
of the gate, leaving fome men to keep the place of Muchalls,
with all furnithing neceffary.

How foon the ear! Marifchal comes to Inverugy, he takes
his haill infight, plenithing, goods and gear fortlt thereof,
and fends them about by fea to Dunnotter, and he fends his
children, with fome of his fervants, before him to Aber-
deen, upon the 15th of March, to go before him, unto that
place; and himfelf with his lady and about 24 horfe,
came to Aberdeen upon Wednefday the 20th of March
from Inverugy. He ftaid all night with his lady in fkip-
per Anderfon’s honfe, heard devotion upon the mern, and
fo to Dunnotter, leaving any more taking up of foldiers in
this country, or holding of committees in Aberdeen at this
time. The lord Gordon fpake with him in the town be-
fore he went, and he returned back again home to the Old-
town.

Upon the 7th of March the earl of Murray rode through
the Oldtown home to Murray, who had come from the
fouth. He ftaid thort while, but returned back again, and
left direftion and orders with the laird of Grant, his own
good brother, to raife the haill men under two divifions, as
ye have before, who conveened at Elgin, as was faid, a-
bout 1000 foot and horfe. Some alledged that this town
and country of Elgin was fearing the rifing of the Gor-
dons.

Ye heard before of the excife, and an a& fet out for men
and arms, and another a& for raifing monies. Thir three
aéts upon Sunday the roth of March, after fermon, were
read out by Mr. Alexander Wildgoofe, reader, at Machar
kirk-door. Likeas Mr. William Strachan our minifter de-
clared a falt to be kept there, and at all other parith churches
upon Wednefday thereafter the 13th of March, whilk was
folemnly kept in both Aberdeens, fore and afternoon, and

no blefling given while after the afterncon’s fermon, for .

bath
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both preachings. The caufe of this faft was, for craving
pardon for our fins, and a happy fuccefs to our army
gone into England ; and albeit no means was left uncffayed,
both Sunday and work-day, for lifting and raifing of men
and monies, yet betwixt the earl of Marifchal, the lord
Gordon, and the burgh of Aberdeen, there was but five
companies for the fhire thereof and fhire of Banff at this
time. There was a committee holden at Aberdeen the
14th of March, where order was given out to raife the
eighth man to fend to the army, but there was no more
committees holden here thereafter, upon the incoming of
the Gordons.

'The town of Aberdeen is under great fear, watch day
and night, and the ports clofed at ten hours, and in the
morning opened at fix. The provoft Lefly caufes mafter-
fully take from John Anderfon fkipper his fhip, four iron
pieces of ordnance, and fet them upon the caufey, for de-
fence of their town, but they were not long kept there :
for he got back his ordnance about the 25th of March,
and it was thereafter plundered frae him by the Gordons.

Upon Tuefday the 19th of March, the young laird of
Drum, Robert Irvine his brother, the lairds of Haddo,
Gight, Tibbertie, Shethin, the goodman of Ardlogie, ma-
Jjor Nathaniel Gordon his brother, the goodman of Iden,
with fome others, about the number of 60 horfe, about fe-
ven hoursin the morning came galloping through the Old-
town to New Aberdeen, and fuddenly took provoft Lefly,
Mr. Robert Farquhar and Alexander Jaffray, late baillies,
and John Jaffray, dean of Guild, his brother, out of their
houfes, and kad them to fkipper Anderfon’s houfe. Itwas
faid there was plundered out of Alexander Jaffray’s houfe,
fome gold rings and chains, but gat little money ; they
mift Mr. Alexander Jaffray, for he was not in town.
They plundered the land of Pittodrie’s faddle horfe, ano-
ther from rickmafter Murray, fervitor to the lord Gordon,
and four other horfes. Thereafter they goto horfe fhort-
ly, and comes back through the Oldtown about ten hours
* in the morning, with their four captives, and but 6o to
their blanket. They rode down through the Gallowgate,
and came back up through the Gallowgate, none daring

to



TROUBLES IN SCOTLAND. 155

to fay it was evil done. Surely itisto be marked, the like
feldom has been feen, that {fo few men fo pertly and pub-
licly fhould have difgraced fuch a brave burgh, by taking
away their provoft and the reft, men of note, without
any kind of contradiction or obftacle. Howerver they are
brought through the Oldtown, where the laird of Haddo
takes his young bairns at the {chool home, behind fome of
his fervants, and fent them home npon the morn, except
his eldeft fon. They rode through the Lochwynd, drink
in Kintore, and lodges all night at Legat{den, and upon the
morn being Wednefday, they were had to Strathboggie.
In the meantime, Mr. William Moir, one of the prefent
baillies, was fent away to the committee of eftates at Edin-
burgh, to complain upon this abufe, and crave redrefs, who
went and returned back to Dunnotter, for he durft not
come to Aberdeen. Mr. Thomas Mercer, Walter Coch-
ran, Alexander Burnet, Mr. Alexander Jaffray, Thomas
Montgomery, Thomas Mowat, William Blackburn, and
his eldeft fon, Leonard Lefly, Alexander Lefly fon to pro-
volt Lefly, James Collifon and divers other covenanters, a-
bout 48 perfons firft and laft, fled frae the town and hid
their goods the beft way they could ; fome went to Dun-
notter, fome to Stonchaven, fome to Montrofe, fome to
Dundee, here and there, through Mearns and Angus. It
is faid this provoft Patrick Lefly, being a commiflioner for
one of the principal burrows of Scotland, was an evil ftatef~
man for the commonweal ; for he confented (amongft o-
ther evils) to the excife forefaid, for the whilk he got the
colleétion thereof for payment of a certain fum to the eftates,
greatly tending to his own particular intereft ; but that he
fhould not be feen herein, he caufes draw up a lift of bur-
gefles within the town, out of the whilk one man fhould
take up this excife, where Alexander Ramfay, Walter
Cochran, and Adam Gordon, were found meeteft, three of
his own wyling and choice ; and out of this three one to
be nominate for collecting of this excife, which the provoft
moft politicly would not take upon himfelf, as feeming to
have no intereft thereintil ; but fent over to the eftates the
threc mens names, that they might choofe out one, and give
him orders thereanent ; but he was well enough {een, "tlr{{d

ailo
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alfo interrupted by an unlooked-for ftratagem, as ye have
heard before. Now at the taking of our town’s men, the
lord Gordon was in the Oldtown, caufed draw out his
horfe out of the ftables into the tranfe, and beheld all.

Therc came word to Aberdeen of a bloody fight betwixt
the king’s men at Newcaltle and our army lying there up-
on the 14th of March, where our men had the worfe.

It is faid the earls of Crawford, Montrofe, Nithfdale,
Traquair, Kinnoul, the vifcount of Aboyne, lord Ogilvie,
and fome others, gave in a remonftrance to both houfes of
the king’s parliament where himfelf was fitting, at Oxford,
whereof the tenor follows :

¢ As it cannot be but all good men and loyal fubjeéts
are much afflited with the prefent lamentable and diftrac-
ed ftate of all his majefty’s doniinions, fo we that are his
majefty’s fubjets of the kingdom of Scotland, have great
reafon above all others to be grieved thereat; for befides
the common refentment that ¢évery one born under his ma-
jefty ought to have of his undeferved fufferings, and the
evils wherewith his kingdoms are fo long affli¢ted, we muft
be more particularly touched for the honour and reputa«
tion of that our native country, thatis fo deeply wounded by
the perfidious treachery of her unnatural brood, whofe bafe
and difloyal proceedings reflet upon the whole, as if all
were alike guilty of the fame ; and no marvel that fome be
miftaken in this point, when they confider, that all their
moft treafonable aétions are countenanced with public au-
thority, and fo may feem to carry along with them appro-
bation to all. To take off this prejudice, which in the opi-
nion of fome (who are ftrangers to our affairs) may ly up-
on the general body of our kingdom, fo many of us his
majetty’s faithful fervants as are here preient, think our-
felves bound, for fatisfying the world, but efpecially the
honourable members of both houfes conveened here at this
time, of whofe juftice and wifdom we may expeét that they
will diftinguifh fa€tion and nation, and in all refults make
it appear, to emit a declaration of our judgments concern-
ing the proccedings of that pretended convention of eftates
in Scotland ; and that fince it may be feen how much we
loath and abhor the fame, and are refolved never to aver

any
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any thing that hath iffued from them as an aét of any law-
ful or warrantable judicatory, we do therefore, for our-
felves, and in name of all his majefty’s faithful fubjets of
Scotland, that have an hatred and deteftation of the faid
traitorous convention, with all-that has followed there-
upon, utterly renounce and difclaim the faid pretended
meeting, as prefumptuous and illegal, and called for no
other end but fedition and rebellion in that kingdom, with
all committees, general and particular, flowing from the
fame, and all ats, ordinances and decrees, made and given
therein, and efpecially that act concerning that traitorous
and damnable covenant, drawn up and “taken betwixt
them and the rebels here, which we moft heartily deteft,
and fhall never enter therein by force, perfuafion, or any
other refpe¢t whatfomever ; as alfo all a&ts and orders au-
thorifing the levying of armics, under colour whereof the
prefent rebellious army is gathered together, which we
efteem an act of high treafon, and hold ourfelves obliged,
by virtue of our allegiance and at of pacification, to op-
" pofe and withftand. Likeas we faithfully promife upon our
honour, every one of us, to leave no means unattempted to
fupprefs the faid rebels, now in arms againft his majefty
and crown of England, from all the faithful fubjects where-
of, but efpecially the honourable members of the two houfes
here conveened, we will expe&t fuch countenance, en-
couragement and afliftance, as will better enable us there-
by to prevail againft their and our enemies; and thereby it
may be feen that they will not fuffer thofe rebels on both
fides toigo before them, in this prefent, and leave nothing
undone in fo bad a caufe, to ftrengthen one another ; and
becaufe we will take all fuch of our countrymen, who wilk
not join with us in this declaration, and in the courfe to be
taken for the profecution thereof, for enemies, both to his
majefty and us; for fuch of them as are here, it were expe-
dient how to efteem of them, the honourable members of
both the houfes may be pleafed to take into their confidera-
tion. Our defire is, that the honourable members of both
houfes here conveeaed, fhould join with us in a requeft to
his majefty, that what Scot{fman foever fhall refufe to fet
his hand to this declagation fubfcribed by us, may not be

Vol. IL. o) permitted
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permitted to live under his majefty’s prote&ion, but be
<chafed from amcng his majefty’s fubjetts, as partaker, in
affeftion atleaft, with the odious rebellion of both the king-
doms.”

This paper was gracioufly received by both houfes, and
‘the king himielf ; whereupon followed raifing of arms, to
come with thir diftreffed noblemen, (who durft not keep
their own country, but fied unto his majefty in England,
for aid and fupport) againft the covenanters in Scotland,
who had their own friends and followers there ready alfo
to affift them 5 and npon hope of this the king’s affiftance,
furely fignified unto the marquis of Huntly, made him and
his friends to rife here in the north, as ye fhall hereafter
hear. ,

Upon Wednefday the 20th of March, albeit provoft
Lefly and the reft were taken and had to Strathboggie, as
ye have heard, yet the town of Aberdeen kept a ftrait watch
day and night, and drilled their men in the links; their
ports were clofed and kept, and their cannons removed off
the caufeway to the tolbooth. Thus the town is ftraitly
watched to little effect. h

It is faid the marquis of Huntly had fent to the earl of
Findlater for 5oo ftand of arms, which he refcued of the
king’s arms, upon a convenient price, but the earl fent not
the arms but money, as was faid, to the marquis for them.

Saturday 23d of March, captain John Forbes, of the fa-
mily of Blacktown, went out of Aberdeen fouth to the
.army, with about Go foldiers, under the lord Gordon’s di-
vifion.

Itis faid the lord Gordon, hearing the marquis hi$ father
was growing to an head, and coming to Aberdeen, he fent
to him the lairds of Strathloch, Federet, and Cultur, with
fome commiflion, but it appears got no good anfwer, and
therefore upon Monday the 25th of March, after dinnerin
the Oldtown, he lap on about g or 6 horfe, rode to Black-
hall, and from that to Murray, leaving his mafter of houfe-
hold, George Abercrombie, with fome fervants here be-
hind him in Old Aberdeen, and by the way he compelled
William Gorcon of Muirake, one of the four colleétors of
the taxation for the fhire of Banff; to give him 2000 mex:{lfls.

e
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He took alfo from George Geddes, anotherof the faid col-
le¢tors, 1000l. or thereby of taxation and loan money,
whereunto he alledged he had good right, for lifting of
men under his divifion in the thire of Banff. Indeed he

‘was put to live upon his purchufe, becaufe he would not

follow his father’s courfe. 'Thus he travelled to Banff, to

lgflurray, here and there, while his father lay here in Aber~
een.

About this time word came to Aberdeen that our army
was lying at Sunderland, partly over Tyne, and partly on
this fide the river; that they were deftroyed with great hun-
ger and famine among them, and that they were dying
daily.

About this fame time and 23d of March the marquis of
Argyle came from the army to Scetland, and fitting daily
in Edinburgh with the committee of eftates, who came to-
Dunotter, as ye fhall hear, to the great forrow and oppref~-
fiod of thir North parts.-

Upon Tuefday the 26th of March the marquis came:
frae Strathboggie to Kintore, where his friends and fol--
lowers ‘meet him; from that he came in the fame night.
to Aberdeen, with found of trumpet. About 240 horfe
partly came in with him, and partly rode the over gate
about 4o horfe. Himfelf comes with abeut 160 horfe
through the Oldtown ; there was alfo about 250 footmen
in his company. The young laird of Drum, lately mar~
ried to the marquis’ daughter, and Robert Irvine his bro-
ther, were with him; but the old laird of Drum bade
ftill at home, and mifkent all. ~Tle lairds of Gight, elder
and younger, the laird of Haddo, the lairds of Foveran
elder and younger, the laird of Abergeldie, the laird of
Newtown elder, and the young laird, with his fecond fon
the laird of Balvenie,. the laird of Shethm, the laird of
Invermarkic, the laird of Tibbertie, the laird of Fetter-
neir younger, and divers other landed gentlemen, fuch
as the good man of Cairnburrow, Letterfurie, Arradoul,
Ardloggie, and Nathaniel Gordon his brother, Iden, Hart-
hill, Mr. Thomas Gordon. of Pittendricch, and fome of
the earl Marifchal’s men, came out of Kintore alfo with
him to Aberdeen, where he had his entrance peaceablys.

O 2 the
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the ports made open, and the catbands caften loofe. He
entered in at the Juftice port ; rode up through the fireets to
the Gallowgate, and lighted at Mr. Alexander Reid’s houfe.
It is true the town of Aberdeen was nct able to hold him
out ; albeit he had fome friends, yet he had many foes ; and
it was marked, that firft and laft there fled out of the town
about 48 covenanters, fuch as Mr. Alexander Jaffray late
provoft, Mr. William Moir prefent baillie, Alexander Bur-
net elder, Walter Cochran and Alexander Lefly fon to pro-
volt Lefly, and Leonard Lefly fon to Gilbert Lefly.

The marquis left the four captives at Strathboggie, who
were tranfported therefrae to Auchindown upon the fe-
cond of April, viz. provoft Lefly, Mr. Robert Farquhar,
Alexander and John Jaffrays. The old goodman of Birken-
burn -was captain, who with 16 foldiers kept the houfe
and captives both upon their own expences, fo that they
not only fuftained themfelves, but this captain alfo, 16 fol-
diers, porters, cooks, and other inferior officers, upon théir
own charges and expences ; right after the fame order as
the marquis himfelf was ufed in the caftle of Edinburgh,
as ye may read before; and fo he could not be blamed
juftly to do as himfelf was done to.

The marquis gave ftri¢t orders, that no wrong fhould
be done within the Newtown or Oldtown, but live upon
their own expences and wages. Wednefday the 27th of
March he goes to a council of war in the lower council-
houfe of the town, where it was concluded that he fhould
go throngh the north with a flying army of horfe and fcot,
Znd make the country people to rife and follow him, or o-
therwife to plunder their goods, and live upon their eftates.
He alfo took notice of the barons and gentry, how many
men they would furnifh, and upon their own expences fuf-
tain them fo long as he remained in Aberdeen. He fent
the laird of Foveran commiffioner to Dunnotter to the earl
Marifchal, to fee what would be his part as was thought,
who anfwered, he minded not to ftir unlefs he was com-
pelled thereto.

Upon Thur{day the 28th of March he goes to council
again ; fends for the townfmen, and defires them to bring
their arms, whilk (fuppofe fome were well willed to do)lfor

plain
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plain fear of the covenanters they refufed ; whereupon the
marquis directed to fearch and feek houfes, and plunderall
fuch arms as they could get, whilk they did, and got fundry
good arms, mufkets, hagbutts; fwords, carabines, piftols,
fpears, jacks, corflets, powder, ball, and the like. "Then
he permitted the town’s people to go home to their houfes.
He directed alfo the laird of Haddo and James Gordon of
Letterfurie to go to Torry, with a rate of mufkeeters, and
bring back John Anderfon’s four piece of ordnance off of
his fhip lying in the water, with fuch other arms as they
could get. 'Thereafter the marquis goes to horfe with a-
bout 12 horfe, leaving behind the young laird of Drum,
Gight, Haddo, and divers others to keep the town, where
for a time T'will continue this progrefs, whilk I make ma--.
nifeft the marquis of Huntly’s reafons of his thus rifing
and procedure, as is contained in his own declarations fet
out to that effe@, whilk copied'is this..
¢« 16th' March, 1644.
¢ I George marquis of Huntly. Whereas the committee
of eftates hath (without his majefty’s approbation) direéted
the fheriffs of Aberdeen and Banff for feizing upon my" -
perfon, houfes, rents and goods, contrary not only to the
eftablithed order of law, which requireth all men to be
legally accufed before they be condemned, and to be cri-
minally condemned ere any fuch commiffion be dire&ed
againft them ; but alfo reflefting upon his majefty’s fub-
je&ts their lawful privileges of this kingdom, no lefs than:
the late publithed aét for the colle&ing of an unufual ex-~
cife, and for enforcing a general loan of monies through--
out the country, and finding fome ftop in the execution of
this commiflion by thofe who- were entrufted thercwith,
have now prepared fome forces from the fouth, whereby
to prefs their defigns againft me, for no other caufe but
that I refufe to concur with themin the levy of men and mo--
ney, for aflilting the prefent invafion of England, contrary
to my confcience, incompatible with my humble loyalty to-
our gracious fovereign, and fo deftrudlive to the late paci-
fication, folemnly ratified by his majefty, and parliaments.
of both kingdoms, as no Loacft Chriftlan (being of this
my opinion) can willingly condefcend to be contained in
O 3 i
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it. Therefcre I the faid George marquis of Huntly, do
hereby declare and proteft, that (if in that juft defence of
myfelf and friends from thefe unlawful violences, or in
the repairing of them according to our weak abilities) any
aéts of hoftility fhall be committed by us againft ourinvad-
ers, and their confederates and abettors, they may not be
imputed unto us, otherwife than as payments of the debts .
we owe to nature, loyalty and honour, and to which no
lower intereft could enforce us; which being, as T hope,
a fufficient evidence to all the world of my fair intentions
for rendering the fincere and humble duties I owe to reli-
gion, his majefty’s hofiour and fafety, and to the laws and
liberties of the kingdom, I humbly entreat and expet ap-
probation from all good men in this fo equitable and fo ne-
ceffitate a cafe ; withal imploring (upon my bended knees)
fuch heavenly affiftance from God almighty, and fuch
earthly prote&tion from the king’s majeity, againft all ene-
mies of peace and loyalty, asin their mercy and juftice may
feem fit,”

Follows another declaration of the faid marquis of

Huntly, 20th March, 1644.

«1 George marquis of Huntly. Whereas fince my
declaration of the 16th of this month, the feizing upon the
‘perfons of Patrick Lefly, provoft of Aberdeen, Mr. Robert
Tarquhar, colletor for the north parifhes of this king-
dom of the prefent taxation, impofed upon his majefty’s
{ubjets by the committee of eftates, Alexander Jaffray
baillie, and John Jaffray dean of Guild, hath failen out;
and that the intentions of me the faid marquis of Huntly,
and of my friends who have been attors therein, may per-
haps be mifconceived by fome who knew them not, or
mifinterpreted by othérs who are difaffeted to them ;—
find myfelf obliged, in my own name and theirs who have
been actors as faid is, hereby to declare, that it hath been
done fo far from any private end, that neither particular
fpleen againft the parties, nor any vanity in ourfelves,
hath moved us to its but only in regard that the forefaid
perfons are too wel] known to have been fedulous fomen-
ters of a dangerous diftrattion amongft us, by counte-
pancing and affifting fome men unhappily diverted, in their

neglect
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neglet of the duties they owe both to confcience, loy'alty"

and nature, and by menacing others under their jurifdic-
tion from rendering thofe lawful civilities which ought to
be expeéted from them, and all for making us obnoxi-
ous to the rigours of other men, to whofe ends they con-
cur, whilk if they fhould be effeftuated, could not but
ruin us, and perhaps leave no great fafety to themfelves.
For preventing of which, we have been neceffitate to en-
deavour the removal of fuch obftacles as ly in our propof-
ed way for maintaining our confcicnce toward God, our
loyalty towards our gracious fovereign, and our own par-
ticular lives and fortunes from deftrution. And for veri-
fying that our intentions are only for peace, I the faid
George marquis of Huntly and my friends above fpecifi-
ed, do further declare, that upon affurance, given of no
violence to be ufed againft us and our adherents, in our
petfons nor fortunes, for not rendering obedience unto any
new ac, uatil fuch time as it thall be ratified in parliament,
not only fhall the forefaid perfons feized be reftored to
their liberties, but we fhall likewife be ready and willing
to give fuch fecurity for legal and peaceable carriage as
the laws of the kingdom do require.”

Here may be feen the reafons of his rifing and taking
our town{men. Befides, he was now confident of the af-
fiftance of fundry noblemen, fuch as the earls of Airly,
Southefk, Athol, Seaforth, and divers others fouth and
north, frae he came to an head ;3 and likewife had the af-
{urance of the incoming out of England of the earls of
Montrofe, Crawford, Kinnoul, Nith{dale, the vifcount of
Aboyne, the lord Ogilvie, and fome others, with forces,
and they to have gone on upon the fouth and weft parts
of Scotland with their own friends that they could raife,
and he being up was able to fubdue the north with his
own power and friends, and ftand out, looking furely that
no power from the fouth fhould come againft him, be-
caufe they fhould have their handsful at home, as I have
faid.

Now upon thir grounds, and aflurances, before all, of
the king’s favour, and letters patent, for raifing of fire and
fword, and daily looking for them, this noble marquis
' : { 3 30 baldyf draws
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draws to an head, as T have faid, makes a band difclaims-
ing the laft covenant, obliging ilk man by his fworn cath to-
ferve the king in this expedition; to the hazard of life, land,
and goods, againft all oppofers of the fame, and to follow
his majefty’s deputes and licutenants, whom he would ap-
point to have charge. This band himfelf and his friends
fivare and fubfcribed firft, and fuch as camein to him daily
did the like, the fuccefs whereof hereafter may appear ;.
where I will ceafe for a time, and begin whereTleft off, at” -
the taking of the ordnance off of John’s Anderfon’s fhip
and arms out of Torry, and how the marquis rode out of
" Aberdeen. Upon Thurfday the 28th of March he lighted
by the gate at Kintore, and took a drink ; {yne went to-
horfe, but unhappily a brave gentleman called Patrick Dal-
garno biding behind him at Kintore, riding the water, hap-
pened to perifh, to the great grief of the marquis and all his-
company. The marquis rides forward to Strathboggie.

The earl Marifchal, contrary to the marquis’ expecta-
tion, upon Sunday the 2g9th of March had a meeting with
the committecs of Angus and Mearns, where Mr. William:
Moir alfo was, after he had returned from the committee
of eftates at Edinburgh, as ye have before, from whom he
had received orders, after he had given in his complaint,
how the Gordons had taken their provoft and other townf-
men, and that himfelf with many others were forced to flee-
the town ; and furely the committee of eftates began quick-
ly to drill up an army for repreffing thir uproars, who-
came to Aberdeen as ye fhall hear. Mr. William Moir
comes back frae Edinburgh to Dunnotter, and was at this
meeting in the Mearns, but durft not come to Aberdeen.

About this time the country of Murray began to be fear-
ed at the rifing of the Gordons, and therefore they held-
their committees daily at Elgin, and began to draw up
forces. i

Likewife about this time Lewis Gordon, the marquis’
third fon, happened to come to Edinburgh, where he met
with his fifler the lady Haddington, but he was apprehend-
ed and forced to fet caution not to go out of the town,.
while the marquis of Argyle came to the town of Edin-
burgh ; but when the marquis of Huntly heard this, he

tooX.
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took little thought of him, for he had not feen him fince he
went away with his jewels. le remained in free ward
within the town of Edinburgh for a while; and when Ar-
gyle came he was put to liberty, of whom ye have fundry,
paflages hereafter noted.

Now while as the marquis rode from Aberdeen, the
drum went through both Aberdeens, defiring all gentle-
men and foldiers that was willing to ferve in defence of
our religion, and oath of allegiance to our king, and li-
berties of our country, that they fhould come to the laird
of Drum younger, and teccive good pay, whereupon di-
versidaily took on.

The lairds of Haddo, Shethin and Tibberty, rode from
Aberdeen with about 20 horfe, and 8o mufketeers; they
plundered fome arms out of Turriff, Towie Barclay, and
took the laird of Meldrum and his horfe, with many others.
Young Drum rode out and plundered his own coufin John
Irvine of Kincaufic’s arms out of Aquhorthies, and James
Burnet of Craigmyle’s arms out of Blackhills. There was
likewife plundered from fome honeft men about the town,
work nags to be baggage horfe, and fundry other gentle-.
mens horfe and arms plundered in the country. Mr.Thomas
Mitchell parfon of Turriff’s horfe was plundered; they
took the laird of Meldrum upon Sunday at the kirk of Be-
thelnie, and brought him in to the marquis, where upon
conditions he gat liberty home, for he was a precife puritan,
and would not follow the marquis.

Upon Monday the 4th of April, there was a fingular
combat betwixt the lairds of Haddo and Elfick, both cou-
{ins german, upon the hill of Tulliegrig ; where they fought
for the firft blood, whilk Haddo loft, and Elfick was vic-
tor; and {o they parted. \

Ye heard before how the marquis rode out of Aber-
deen. He returned npon Wedne{day the 3d of April to
the town, and lighted at Mr. Alexander Reid’s houfe, his
own lodging, and at his lighting there came four commif-
{ioners to him, two from the committee of Angus, viz. Wil.
liam Durham of Grange of Monyfeith, and Francis Ogil-
vie of Newgrange, and two from the commiitee of the
Mearns, viz. the lord Halkeriown and James Burnet of

Craigmyle,
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Craigmyle.  The occafion of the coming of thir commiffion-
ers proceeded thus; the marquis of Huntly hearing there
was a gathering both in Mearns and Angus, he thought.
it meet to fend to thir committees John Gordon of Inver-
markie, to fignify unto them the caufe of his rifing was for
defence of his perfon, and of his friends, their goods and
gear, from the invafion of the eftates, who were to raife
arms againft him, as they had given before commiffion to-
the fheriffs of Banff and Aberdeen to take him unjuftly
and illegally, and abufe his friends; thathe had no inten-
tion to offend or injure any man, but only {eeking peace
and fecurity ; {o that Mearns nor Angus need not be of-
fended nor afraid, fince if he were neceffitate to ride through
their country, he thould do no wrong unlefs he was forced
thereto. Now the committees of Angus and Mearns (where
the earl Marifchal fat daily) hearing this commiffion, they
fent back with the faid John Gordon of Invermarkie, the
four commiffioners above written to deliver their anfwer to
the faid marquis; whilk was defiring him to difband his-
forces, and to make no more gatherings, and they fhould
do the like, that'the countries might reft in peace. -To-
whom the marquis anfwered, he was compelled for his
own defence to draw to an head ; and had no reafon at
their defire to leave off, at his own feeing prejudice and pe-~
ril, but it was more fitting for them, who were in no dan-
ger, to diffolve their gatherings, and let the country be in
quiet, becaufe he had no mind to moleft any within their
countries, and faid he thould fend Sir Walter Innes of Bal-
veny, knight, and William Gordon of Arradoul, with them
to the faid committees, to declare his mind further.

Thus the four commiffioners took their leave ; lodged
in Old Aberdeen, and upon Friday the sth of April rode
with the other two all together to Cowie, where the com-
mittees of Angus and Mearns both held at this time, with
about 8oo men of both fhires, where the earls of Marifchal
and Kinghorn, the lord Arbuthnot, with many other ba-
rons, were there conveened alfo; the commiffioners declar-
ed the marquis’ mind, which contented not their minds, nor
did good to the marquis, for the earl Marifchal did nothing
but by advice of the committee of eftates, who directed hixg

an
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and the committees both of Angus and Mearns, to hold
the marquis under tryfting, while they fhould raife up forces
to go upon him, whilk furely came to pafs, and fo his un-
happy trufting them, ftayed him from going upon Angus
and Mearns, and to have driven them from drawing to an
head, while he had looked better about him 3 and furely was
{ore againft the will and liking of his haill friends, wholoved
not {uch fruitlefs delays, and feared the thing that came to
pafs; but the marquis would hear no good council of his true
friends, but followed his own opinion, which did him no
good.

g It was realoned by diverfe, that the marquis unhappily
and unwifely brake loofe, without any farther friendfhip in
the country ; for the Forbefles and Frafers, with many ba-
rons in Buchan, Mar, and Garioch, were again{t him;
at leaft would not rife with him ; and that he wanted mo-
nies, arms, ammunition, powder and ball, without which
‘in abundance he could not long fubfift againft the power of
the contrary party; others faid, as for monies, the marquis
had an hundred thoufand pounds to fuftain fuch foldiers as
he wanted ; and as for the barons, ilk barons fhould fuf-
tain his own men, and ilk gentleman fthould fuftain himfelf;
and as for arms, powder, and ball, there was enough to be
got in burgh and land 5 and if any waut were, there was vic-
tual girnelled in (tore, to helpto find the foldiers by way of
plundering ; and further that the marquis might well de-
fend himfelf, feeing there was an army coming out of Eng-
land, with the earls of Montrofe, Crawford, and Nith{dale,
and whilk would-give the {fouthland men enough ado, and
ftop their coming here ; befides this the marquis had af~
furance of divers earls, lords and barons, to rife and affift
him; but all thir arguments mifgave this noble marquis ;
for the earls came i1n, and were dung back again, and fuch
as he trufted in deceived him, and fled the caufe, and left
him in the mire, as ye fhall hear. Others fay they were
not dung back, butrecalled.

Ye heard how the murquis lighted at Mr. Alexander
Reid’s honfe ; he came from Aboyne, where he had many
Highlandmen and footmen there, drd in the country about,
attending his fervice, and ¢ame into Aberdeen about 2019

' horfe
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horfe and about 8co foot, which were reckoned in the links,
when they were drilled, but they came not allin with him-
{elf at thistime. He had few commanders befide himfelf,
Crowner King and major Nathaniel Gordon. James Grant
was alfo one, and major Hay ; he caufed quarter his fol-
diers upon their own charges, and began to exercife them:
in dreilling them in the links daily ; he went ount and cauf-
ed ding down fome houfes befouth the bridge of Dee, and
made fafeguards upon the one and the other.

Upon Saturday the 6th of April, Robert Irvine caufes
take the place of Durvis, pertaining to the lord Frafer, and
fet foldiers to keep the girnels untranfported. They lived:
upon his nolt and fheep, and other commodities 3 but the
girnels was not broken upon, whercof there was eighteen
fcore bolls in girnels, and at laft they fhamefully left the
fame at the incoming of the army, as ye may fee hereafter.

Sunday the 7th of April the marquis came over to the
Old town, and heard Mr. William Strachan our minifter
teach, dined in George Middleton’s houfe, fyne after the
afternoon’s fermon he returned to his own lodging in A-
berdeen. 5 ;

Now nothing but plundering of horfe and arms of fuch
as ftand out, to the great grief of the country, following
the footfteps and oppreflion of major Monro, as ye have be-
fore. The lord Forbes flees with Glenkindy and other
friends to Kildrummie ; the lord Frafer goes to Cairnbulg ;
the haird of Craigievar takes to Craigievar, and tranfports
his haill vi¢tuals of Fintray to the place, there to be kept
from plundering ; the lairds of Echt and Skene take in
Skene ; the laird of Talquhon takes in Talquhon ; the laird
of Watertown takesin Waltertown ; and the laird of Ker-
muck keeps his houfe of Kermuck ; the tutor of Pitfligo
keeps Pitfligo ; the laird of Philorth keeps Philorth ; and
the laird of Monymufk keeps Monymufk ; but how foon
the army came in, they took the fields and left their houfer.
Thus the name of Forbes clofes up themfelves in ftrengths,
to fave their perfons and houfes from plundering by the
Gordons, for they would on no wife rife with them.

Ugpon Friday the sth of April the marquis fent over to

the laird of Cluny’s houfe, and took 5o pikes oyt thereof
; to



TROUBLES IN SCOTLAND, 168

to this fervice; likewife the laird of Drum younger {ent o-
ver for Dr. Guild’s faddle-horfes, whilk he durft not re-
fufe.

This famen Friday Nathaniel Gordon went to the road
of Aberdeen, with about 20 mufketeers, and tock a bark
loaded with herrings, pertaining to the kingdom of Den-
mark ; the bark was taken by an Englith pirate, with an-
other bark alfo of that fame nation, by virtue of a letter of
marque given out to fome of their thips, to take fuch fhips
as pertained to Denmark and to Ireland alfo. Now this
bark loaded with herrings being thus taken, the Englith-
man has the one following her, caufes take off fome men -
off her, and put in the fhip as many of their men, (as fea-
faring fafhion is) that fhe fhould not go from her. This
bark, I fay, comes through change of wind to the road of
Aberdeen, whom the faid Nathaniel or major Nathaniel
Gordon took, and brings into the harbour of Aberdeen,
and after trial takes the Englithmen, and wards them in
Aberdeen. The pirate who had taken this prize, mifling
her, came to the road of Aberdeen, and fet athore the pi-
lot and fkipper, to try if the came to the harbour; but up-
on the 6th of April they were taken and warded with the
reft; but rather more truly, it was not the men of the pi-
rate, but two men of another parliamentary warrior thip of
England, who came on land as faid is, having nothing a-
do with the herring prize. This fhip feeing their fkipper
and pilot not come abroad, they apprehended they were
taken, whereupon they hoifted fail and go about the nook 3
but upon Monday the 8th of April fhe rcturns to this road,
took three of our fifhers boat with 24 men, chafed other
two in at Don-mouth with her cock boat, and another
north. She landed alfo at Belhelvie, and took two bolls
of malt from the countrymen, carrying it to the town, and
had the famen aboard their fhip. The marquis was very
angry, becaufe he had commanded the fithers that they
thould not go to fea, left they fhould be taken, and he
fhould fuftain them lying upon land ; but foolifhly they
went on, whereby the marquis’ expectation was difappoint-
ed, thinking, for fetting thir two men to liberty, to have
gotten fome caft pieces out of their fhip.  Always fhe lies

Vol. 11~ P ftii
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1kill at anchor, and fhot all day divers great fhots on land, .
but did no skaith. The fither wives wanting their men,
ran crying upon the marquis, who in end fent James
Brown, skipper in Aberdeen, with a letter frae their skip-
per and pilot, defiring them to fet afhore the fifhermen, and
the malt, and keep this skipper Brown while they came to
their fhip, whilk was done; and ilk ane got their own, fet
up fails, and to the fea goes fhe without more trouble. In
the meantime the Englifh pirate, who had taken the her-
ring bark, hearing that fhe was taken and had into Aber-
deen, fhe unhappily lights upon skipper Walker his bark,
one of our town’s failors, anent Peterhead, upon the 11th of
April, coming from Caithnefs to Aberdeen, loadened with
{alt beef, tallow, skin hides, and fuch commodities pertain-
ing to Caithnefs merchants. They tirred skipper Walker
out of his cloaths, and clad him in rags, and fet him on
fhere, who in a pitiful manner came to Aberdeen, and told
the marquis, fhewing he could not get his fhip nor goods
again, while his prize of herring was reftored, being his
lawful prize taken from the Danes, by virtue of a letter of
marque, as faid is; whereat the marquis was highly of-
fended for the honeft man’s lofs, but could not help him.
Upon the back of this, comes to the road upon the 16th .
of April this famen pirate, and chafes our haill fifher boats,
and fets afhore two of their own men, declaring fince their
prize of herring was taken, they would content themielves
with skipper Walker’s fhip (which was valued at 20,000
merks, and far above the herring prize) and keep her, and
let Aberdeen keep the herring bark, and go their way
without more offence, providing they would fend their men
aboard ahilk they had warded in Aberdeen, and receive
‘their herring men, which they had raken from their fhip ;
which was agreed upon ; ilk ship received her own men,
and to the {ea goes he, having ftill skipper Walker’s fhip
faft, to the great grief and overthrow of the honeft men,
The Danes gets back their own bark, with fuch herrings
as major Nathaniel Gordon had left unfold, and the mar-
quis reproved the faid Nathaniel very bitterly for taking of
the faid herring, without his command, breeding alfo fic.
great fear and fkaith to our coaft fide.  'Whereat th;s Na1
thapgie
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thaniel Gordon was {o angry, that he haftily took his leave,
and left the marquis’ fervice, as ye fhall hereafter hear.

Sunday the 7th of Aprilthe marquis heard devotioa be-
fore and afternoon here in Old Aberdeen. Mr. William
Strachan preachedii Syne dined in George Middleton’s
houfe, and retirned back to his lodging in New Aber-
deen.

Monday the 8th of April our towns people were com-
manded to mufter in the Links. ‘The marquis viewed
them, and faw them a filly weak people, wanting arms;
albeit he refolved to take 35 perfons, and arm them him-
felf, but yet he took not one man out of the Oldtown.
"Thereafter he went out to the bridge of Dee, and caufed
big up fafeguards at ilk end of the {aid bridge, to no pur-
pole. :
Upon Tuefday the gth of April, James Grant, with his
Highlandmen and divers companies of Lowlandmen, were
fent out to plunder and fpoilzie the place of Kemnay, pei-
taining fometime to umquhile Sir Thomas Crombis, ‘o
faithful fervant to the houfe of Huatly, and to his naine,
where they brake up gates and doors, gat 6ooo merks of
money, fpoilzied and deftroyed the haill plenithing, plunder-
ing his girnels and ground rigoroufly. They did the like
to Pittodrie, plundered fheep off Bennochie, and the grounds
and lands of Mounie, pertaining to Mr. Robert Farquhar,
and through the couatry they went, plundering likewifz
arms and horfe wherefoever they could be gotten, to the
wreck and hairthip of the land 3 following the covenanters
footfteps, that began the plundering in Scotland.

About this time there was found {wimming upon the
Loch of Aberdeen, powder rolled in-balls, which had been
caften there, left the marquis fhould have got the fame.
Great trial was made, but none of the perfons found.

Word came alfo of a bloody battle foughten vpon the
14th of March, betwixt the king’s men and our Scots army,
where we had the worft, and that the marquis of Argyle
had left the army, and come by fea to Edinburgh.

Fhere were parties fent down to Banff’ and Buchan,
where Auchnagatt, pertaining to the laird of Glenkindy, his
girnels, goeds and grounds, were pitifully plundered, his

P2 brother,.
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brother, Patrick Strachan of Kinaldie, was plundered and
{poilzied in his bigging, vi€tval, and all; {yne took him-
felf prifoner, and had him to Kelly, where he remained
upon his own expences. There went down to Banff the
lairds of Gight, Newtown, and Ardlogie, with a party of
40 horfe and mufketeers, brave gentlemen. They took in
the town, without contradiétion, meddled with the keys of
the tolbooth, took free quarters and plundered all the arms
they could get, buff coats, pikes, fwords, carabincs, piftols,
vea and money alfo. They took frac Alexander Win-
chefter, one of the baillies, 700 merks, whilk he had as
one of the colle€tors of the taxations and loan filver of
Banff; and fiklike took frae him 400 merks of his own
gear ; and frae Shand in Down, they plundered
fome monics. They caufed their baillies (for Br. Douglas
their provoft had fled) and townfmen fubfcribe and fwear
the band, denying the laft covenant, and obliging them to
follow the king and his deputes in his fervice, as ye have
before. They tcok alfo frae George Geddes, another of
he faid four colleétors, 5oo merks of taxation and loan-fil-
ver ; and Gight keeped all the monies.

Thereafter they rode to Muirefk, purfued the place,
and being rendered, they took the laird with them, fyne
returned to Inverurie, where they met with the marquis,
as ye have hereafter. They plundered nothing out of the

- earl Marifchal’s ground in Buchan.

Utron the 1oth of April the marquis craves the roll of
taxation of 18,400 merks impofed by the eftates upon the
town of Aberdeen, from Mr. Patrick Chalmers their town
clerk, who was loath to give the fame without command of
the council, but the marquis alledged he had as good right
to lift the fame as the eftates, and took order therewith, as
ye fhall hear.

Upon the 11th of April he lap on with about 8o horfe,
and rode from Aberdeen to Strathboggie. Upon Satur-
day he returned to Inverurie, where many of his friends
met him, footmen and Highlandmen ; the lairds of Gight,
Newtown and their companies came there, and were efti-
mate to about 2500 men, whereof there was 400 horfe.
He mified fome of the Strathboggie men uncome there,
whereupon he dire¢ted M<Ronald to go plunder and bring
; ~them
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them in. At this meeting the tutor of Struan came ouf
of Athol with about 6o footmen tothe marquis; he ftayed
at Inverurie Saturday and Sunday, and lodged in umquhile
William Fergus’s houfe, and his men were quartered within
and about the town:.

Upon Monday the 15th of April he returned, about fix
hours-at even, to' Aberdeen; he.caufed make fcme en-
{figns, where upon ilk fide was drawn a red rampant lion;. .
having a crown of gold, above his head a C. R. for Charles
Rex, having the motto ¢ For God, the king, and againft
all traitors,” and beneath ¢« God fave the king.” There
were divers others made for the barons, ‘The marquis
and his followers were a black taffata about their craig,
whilk was a fign to fight te the death; but it proved
otherwife.

Upon Sumiday the rath of April (by ordinance of the
committee of the kirk or General A(fembly at Edinburgh)
the marquis of Huntly, the laird of Drum younger, Ro-
bert Irvine his brother, the laird of Haddo, the laird of
Shethin, the laird of Tibbertie, Thomas Hay fervitor to
Haddo, and Mr. Fames: Kennedy, fecretary to the mar-
quis, were all excommunicate at St. Giles’ kirk in Edin-
burgh and ordained the next enfuing Sunday to be ex«
communicate (although Palch-day) throughout all the reft
of the kirks of Scotland.

This is to be noted, that this’committee of the kirk, with-
out citation, probation, procefs, or {entence, according to
their own dlfcxplme of kirk, went on moft mahcrouﬂy tor
excommunicate this nobleman and fome of his friends with=
out lawful procefs, or any reafon,. but for his loyalty to his
mafter the king ; doing all they could to make him odious
in the fight of the people-, but the marquis wilely beheld
all. See the very a& of the committee of the General A{'
fembly made thereanent.

Upon Tuefday the 16th of April the Marqurs caufed‘
carry to Strathboggie two of John Anderfon’s fhip cart-
pieces to ftock, as-was faid, and that {ame day conveen-
ed the council of Aberdeens and haill inhabitants, com-
manding them againft Saturday next to provide their taxa-

tion of 14,400 merks. The baillies anfwered, the pec-
P 3 ple
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ple would in no wife pay the famen, except théy them-
felves gave their band to the town’s people to warrant
them from paying of the fame over again, which they faid
they could not do, as a matter tending to their wreck, if the
town were put atagain by the eftates. The marquis anfwer-
ed, if the town would receive 250 foldiers, and further.as
neceflity required, upon frae quarters, and they to be paid
out of the common good for their entertainment, he would
bold them ; whereunto the town condefcended, thinking
it the beft way, rather than to pay out the taxation altoge-
ther. So they gat upen the 18th of April 240 foldiers on
free quarters, and thereafter upon the 24th of April 280
more, making in the haill 520 foldiers, whilk the treafurer
of Aberdeen gat compt of, to fuftain upon free quarters.
The faid treafurer of Aberdeen was commanded (o pay the
charged of thir foldiers to the town’s people, who eatertain-
ed them, befides the marquis entertaining upon his own ex-
pences his own men of Strathboggie, Strathaven, and Enzie.
Likewife the burrows fuftained their own men, whom they
had brought in, and ilk gentleman frecholder did the like
as long as their monics lafted; and when they wanted,
" they were forced to take free quarters with the reft in A-
berdeen. The marquis himfelf deburfed above 500 merks
daily upon his own foldiers, which drew to much money,
“whereof it is faid he had about 100,000 pounds when he
began, lying befide him in ready money, which fhortly was
confumed.

The town of Aberdeen began to repent them of their
bargain, thinking it better to have paid the taxation, than
to fuftain foldiers daily as they came in upon free quarters,
if they continued long.

However the marquis was forced to take Aberdeen as
the fitteft part for his rendezvouz, and for their better cafe,,
daily fent out parties to plunder girnels of thofe who would
not come in to him, amongft whom the laird of Lefly’s gir-
nels in Banchory, and the laird of Udany’s girnels, fuch as.
was left uncarried to Urie was plundered out of Banchory,,
and this was done upon the 16th of April.

There was found yearded in Mr. Robert Farquhar’s
¢lole two fine brazen pieces, pertaining to the lord Sinc-

lair,
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lair, whilk the marquis meddled with about this time in
Aberdeen, and was glad of the getting thereof,

Tuefday the 16th of April was the day of the provincial
affembly at Aberdeen ; but the minifters in thir trouble-
{fome times durflt not keep the fame, for fear of plunder-
ing their horfe ; but fuch of the brethren as conveened con-
tinued this aflembly to Tuefday the 14th of May, whilk was
kept, as ye may fee after.

There came word to Aberdeen upon Wednefday the
17th of April, that the lord Elcho was come to Dundee,
with 8oo TFifemen ; that the earls of Kinghorn and South-
esk and others, had raifed 8oo men ; that the marquis of
Argyle had raifed out of Perthfhire 80oo men; and that
there was coming out of Argyle 1000 men ; by and attour,
800 men coming out of Ireland of the earl of Lothian and
laird of Lauder’s regiments 3 and that the earl Marifchal
and vifcount Arbuthnot had raifed out of the Mearns 500
men, and were drawing haftily to an head againft the mar-
quis of Huntly, his friends and followers; andthat there
was committees daily at Forfar for Angus, and at Fordoun
for the Mearns, whilk over truly came to pafs 3 but the mar-
quis feemed to take little heed thereof, albeit his kin was
more forwardly fet, whereupon followed forrow, {hame,
and skaith. i

Now the marquis being informed of this preparation,
canfed warn by found of trumpet at the crofs of Aberdeen,
all fuch as had gotten his protetion to meet him at Inver-
urie the 18th of April; with certification, his proteion
fhould be null. He appointed major Hay, with fome
troops and foot, to keep Aberdeen, and upon the forefaid
17thof April rides from Aberdeen to Inverury; his good
fon Alexander Irvine younger of Drum, with about 40
horfe, followed him in the afternoon. He rode through
the Oldtown, having two colours, one having,the king’s
arms, the other having the Irvine’s arms ; the marquis at
hislighting caufed quarter his men there conveened atInver-
urie, Kintore and Muchalls. Himfelf ftayed Wednefday
and Thurfday at umquhile William Ferguffon’s honfe in
Inverurie; he dire&ted out Donald Farquharfon, M<Ro-
nald the tutor of Struan, with their followers and fome

¥ N low
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lowland footmen, and about 240 perfons, to attend fome
horfe troops going upon an expedition into Angus, and fo
left Inverurie and came back again to Aberdeen upon Fri-
day the 19th of April.

Upon Saturday he caufed drill up in the Links fuch
men as he had within the town, eftimate to about 160
horfe and betwixt 7 and 8oo foot; and about 4 after=
noon the marquis returned from the Links to the town;
and immediately thereafter Alexander Irvine younger of
Drum, Robert Irvine his brother, (who had engaged thems
felves in this bufinefs againft their father’s will, as was
faid) —— Gordon of Gight younger, John Gordon his
father’s brother, John Gordon of ‘Ardloggie, major Na-
thaniel Gordon, - — Urquhart of Craighoufe, Wil<
liam Innes of Tibbertie, Adexander Irvine of Kincaufie,
and fome others rode that famen night out of Aberdeen-
up Dee-fide, about 72 horfe, commanders and all. They
gave orders to the footmen forefaid, and upon Monday
the 22d of April they paft all over Dee, intending only to-
go to Montrofe, and take the two brazen cartows lying
there, whilk was moft dangerous and defperate in refpet
of a gathering of Fordoun and another at Forfar, and others
before fpecified. However forward they went, being of
all foot and horfc about 3oo men, and upon Wednef~
day the 24th of April by two hours in the morning, with
found of trumpet they came to the town, who had fet on
fires in their fteeple, to waken the country, and were in.
arms themfelves, and rang the common bell ; but all for
nought. They boldly entered Montrofe, dang the town’s
people from the caufey te their houfes, who out of their
foreftairs fhot defperately, but they were forced to yield
by many fearful thots fhot againft them, where unhappily
Alexander Paterfon, one of their baillies, was flain, fome
fay by Nathaniel Gordon, others hold by a Highlandman,
whom the baillie alfo flew. Thereafter it was faid they in-
tended to fhip thir cartows in a fhip lying in Montrofe wa-
ter, pertaining to Alexander Burnett his fon, who happened:
to be there, and had promifed no lefs, being an anticove~
nanter 5 but by this Burnet’s knowledge James Scot, now
provoft of Montrofe, with certain of his neighbours, had

’ ' . ) guietly
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quietly convoyed themftlves with their beft goods into.
the faid thip. When fhe began to float, fhe draws near the
fhore, where young Drum and his men were thinking to
fhip thir cartows, according to Alexander Burnett’s pro-
mife forefaid, and to have had them about by fea to Aber-
deen ; but far by their expectation this fhip fhot five or fix
picce of ordnance defperately amongft them, with about 40
mufkets, where by the great providence of God there was
but only two men killed, and fome hurt. Drum feeing this
they retired themfelves, brake the wheels of the cartows,
for more they could not do; yet break them they might,
and throw them over the thore to make them unferviceable ;
but they were brought to Aberdeen, as ye have hereafter.
Drum returns to the town and begins to break up mer-
chants booths, plunder and cruelly fpoilzie rich merchan-
dife, cloaths, filks, velvets, and other coftly wares, filver,
gold, and filver work, arms, and other things, whereat the
Highlundmen were not flow. They brake up a pipe of
Spanith wine, and drank heartily; they took Patrick
Lcighton late provoft, and Andrew .Gray, prifoners ; they
left Montrofe in a woeful cafe about afternoon, and that
fame night went to Cortachie, to meet with the earl of
Airly, who hearing of the marquis of Argyle’s coming,
would not give them entry, contrary to their expectation.
They returned therefrae to Aberdecn, but by the way there
was taken 32 Highlandmen, fome fay 52, who had unwifely
bidden behind the reft, plundering the Montrofe goods,
and were taken and fhackled and fent to Edinburgh, to pay
for their faults. Major Gordon came back to Aberdeen
upon Sunday the 26th of April, and young Drum went to
the place thereof, to fee his lady. Patrick Leighton and
Andrew Gray came in with major Gordon, who declared
the great forces that was.gathering, and that the marquis
of Argyle was come to Dunnotter quietly, whilk was over
true. It is here to be noted, that notwithftanding the many
fhots thot within the town and out of the fhip, yet it pleaf-
ed God that few was killed of Drum’s fide except two or
three perfons. Marvellous to fee ! and as few to the other
fide, except Alexander Paterfon baillie, who was fhot by

Nathaniel Gordon. Their intention was to have fhipped
the
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‘the cartows within the forefaid fhip, to be brought about

when fhe came with her loading to Aberdeen, but they got
a cruel affault, and were mightily difappointed. The tutor
of Struan, with fome Highlandmen, did brave fervice with
their fhort guns. It is faid that Drum caufed raife fire two

-feveral times in Montrofe, yet major Gordon flill quench-

ed and put out the fame.

After this ungodly and grievous oppreflion, the young
laird of Drum returned, as I have faid, not with the body
of a well governed army as he went on, but ilk ane after
another, ftraggling ; and upon Satuirday the 27th of April

-he came to Aberdeen, where the marquis was lying flill, to

his great unhap, fhame and difgrace.

Ye heard of the marquis of Argyle’s coming to Dun-
notter. He came quietly with about 32 horfe upon the 26th-
of April, attending there the coming of the Perthfhire men,.
and of the earl of Lothian and laird of Lare’s regiment, com-
ing out of Ireland, of whom ye fhall hear more fhortly.
The lord Forbes and the mafter of Forbes his fon, fir Wil
liam Forbes of Craigievar, Alexander Strachan of Glen-

kindy, Forbes of Echt, Skene of that ilk,

Forbes of Lefly, Calder of Afloun, Forbes of Tel-
quhon, Forbes of Watertown, John Kennedy of Ker-
muck, Forbes tutor of Pitfligo, and fundry others, fuch

as Andrew lord Frafer, Frafer of Philorth, and fir Wil-
liam Forbes of Monymufk, who had tane themfelves to
ftrengths, came now to the fields, but the lord Forbes, maf-
ter of Forbes, Craigievar, Glenkindy, Echt, Skene, and
fome others, went to the committees of Angus and Mearns.
befere the coming of Argyle; and the reft kept their houles.

Upon Sunday the 21t of April the marquis heard fer-
mon in Old Aberdeen before and afternoon, dined in
George Middleton’s ;5 there came over a guard out of the
town, about 6o mufketeers, with prifoners and two colours,
a drum and a bagpipe ; they attended the marquis’ lodging,
fyne returned back, and the marquis following upon horfe-
back to Aberdeen.

John Kennedy of Kermuck, a main covenanter, was in
April firft plundered by Robert Irvine the laird of Drum’s-
fon, where his beft horfe and fome arms were taken h{rae

5
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him; thereafter fir John Gordon of Hadde plundered fome
work horfe frae his poor tenants. He would eat none of
Kermuck’s meat, but bade with Mr. Andrew Leach mini-
fter his table, and lay in the place of Kermuck all night.
His foldiers lay in Ellon, who got meat from the place, and
caft in alittle ftack of bear for their horfemen. They ftay-
ed there 24 hours, {yne rode their ways.

Patrick Strachan of Kinaldie at this fame time was plun-

dered and tane captive, fyne had to Kelly, becaufe he would -

not pay the faid Sir John Gordon a fine; but frae Kelly
he was tranfported to Towie, where he fairly wan away.

Upon Wednefday the 24th of April the marquis fent fir
John Turing of Foveran quietly to Dunnotter, commiflioner
to the earl Marifchal. He upon the morn returned time-
oufly to the marquis, with an anfwer not to his content-
ment, whilk bred a fudden alteration.

Now nothing but plundering of poor men’s work horfes,
and forced to redeem their own beafts back again by pay-
ment of money, and glad-to get them fo. There was a nag
plundered frae the parfon of Belhelvie, and another frae the
chamberlain.

Alexander Gordon of Prafmoir leaves the marquis® fer-
vice and goes to the lord Gordon, who had few before of
the mame of Gordon, except James Gordon of Rothemay
and John Gordon of Park, and was about 32 horfe in all
his company. This Alexander Gordon was married to
provoft Patrick Lefly’s daughter, who wrought upon the
Jord Gordon and fome others to get the prifoners out of
Auchindown, by whofe perfuafion he rides and charges
Gordon of Birkenburn, captain of Auchindown,
to render him the houfe, becaufe his father the marquis was
fled and away. He anfwered he had no warrant from him
to render his houfe, an<! while he faw himfelf he would
keep it, and fhortly fhot out fome hagbutts, and brake
ground before him, but did no more fkaith. "'Whereupon
the lord Gordon left the houfe. This happened upon the
day of April.

The carls of Montrofe, Crawford, Nith{dale, Traquair,
Kinnoul, Carnwath, the vifcount of Aboyne, and lord Ogil-
yie; came with a company of horfe and foot to Dumfrieshin

this

s
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thisfame month of April, but did no vaffalage, and upon
their own reafons haftened back to Carlifle. In the mean
time James Lefly, fon to John Lefly of Pitcaple, —Ruthven,
and other three gentlemen fitting carelefsly drinking be-
hind the company in Dumfries, were fuddenly taken, had
to Edinburgh and ftraitly warded in the tolbooth thereof,
but they were relieved afterwards. g

Upon Saturday afternoon the 275th of April, there was
44 foldiers pertaining to William Seton of Shethin, Mr.
James Buchan of Auchmacoy, and James Seton of Pit-
medden, who lay in Aberdeen till Wednefday thereafter,
upon the charges of the poor Oldtown people.

Sunday the 28th of April the marquis heard devotion in
Old Aberdeen, dined in George Middleton’s houfe, wrote
miffive letters in the time of the aftérnoon’s fermon; he
had a guard with one colour attending upon him, but nei-
ther drum nor pipe as before. He returned back to Aber-
deen to his lodging. .

Upon Monday the 29th of April the marquis’ friends
begin to grudge and murmur at his delays, fecing his ene-'
mies grow to a great number, and his forces daily decreaf=
ing and growing fewer and fewer, and defired him haftily
to go to Angus and the Mearns and break their forces, o-
therwife they were all loft. He heard all, and went to a
council of war, where the marquis alledged, if he fhould’
leave Aberdeen and go to the Mearns, then he was fure
the Forbefles and Frafers, and other covenanters, fhould’
come in and take in the town, and follow him hard at the
heels to the Mearns, to his fecing peril and great danger ;
and he declared he had reafon to delay, in refpeét of his
hopes, whilk was now likely to deceive him ; for firft he
was informed molft credibly by his own fervant John Gor-
don (alias John of Berwick) that his majefty fhould have a
commiffion at him for raifing of arms before he fhould rife.
2d, That his majefty thould have an army in Scotland be-
fore the laft of March for his further affurance ; whilk the
faid John Gordon by his great oath told him, becaufe he
durft not carry letters out of England to him, left they
fhould be intercepted. 3d, He had hopes of the lord For-
bes and pis vaffals of that name, and divers other lords and
L e i AN ) [ earls
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earls, fouth and north, to have rifen as foon as he rofe,
whereupon he lay fiill, attending their rifing. 4th, The
good opinion of the country people, both in bur: and
land, grievoufly groaning under the tyranny of the eftates,
lifting men, money, horfe, levy money, arms, excifes,
and fuch like cruelties, to their un{peakable forrow. Up-
on thir reafons, he faid, he had too rafhly engaged him-
felf and his friends, whilk he perceived had clearly fallen
out, and they had failed him, and he knew well that he and
his friends were not able to give battle to the invincible
army coming againft him, taking God to witnefs it was fore
againft his will, and if he could fee the leaft fpark of like-
lihood of outgate, he fhould bide it to the laft'man. His
friends hearing this difcourfe (whilk was moft true)became
forrowful 5 however they fell.upon the next beft courfe,
whilk was, feeing they were unable to give battle, that the
marquis fhould hold his friends together go with a fleeing
army, wait upon the wings of the enemy’s forces, live up-
on their enemies country goods, and in the time of need
draw to Strathboggie, Auchindown, or the Bog, to the
wearying of the enemy, and bide a better fortune, if any help
fhould come from the king for their relief. This coun-
cil was approved, and becaufe the fouthland army was at
hand, they refolved to meet at Strathboggie with all the
forces they could make. But major Nathaniel Gordon,
who was rebuked for the herring prize, as ye heard before,
mifcontented with this courfe, quits the marquis’ {ervice, and
goes to the lord Gordon, who would not hear of him, and’
fo helived by himfelf, of whom ye may fee hereafter.

Upon Tuefday the 3oth of April the marquis of Huntly
was informed that his fon the lord Gordon was at the
town of Banff, growing to an head ; therefore he lifts John
Anderfon’s two cart-pieces, and the two brazen pieces
found in Mr. Robert Farquhar’s clofe, and fent them to
Strathboggie, and immediately goes to horfe for Banff;
but his fon had no fuch intention as to grow to an head a-
gainft him.

Upon the 1ft of May Andrew Gray was fent back frae
Aberdeento Montrofe, haill and found 5 but Patrick Leigh-
ton was fent to Auchindown, to bide with our Aberdeen’s

Vol. 11 Q_ prifoners ;
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prifoners 5 and therewith Sir George Gordon of Gight,
Alexander Irvine younger of Drum, Robert Irvine his bro-
_ ther, with abour 60 horfe, rode through the Oldtown with
new white lances in their hands to Strathboggie. The
marquis left all his friends in Aberdeen when he rode to
Banff, under great fear, as they had caufe. From Banff
he goes to Strathboggie, where his friends meet him, and

was a brave company, about 3co horfe and 1500 foot.
Upon the 8th day of May Sir John Gorden of Haddo,
Alexander Irvine of Drum younger, Sir George Gordon
of Gight, and the principal of his friend there, deal with
the marquis to give orders for his flying army. He changes
refolution, feeing he was not able to give battle. It was
faid theyanfwered, ¢ Wehave thown ourfelves foolithly, and
will leave the fields thamefully ; we thought never better
of it” Young Drum ftaid the marquis once or twice well
roughly ungone to horfe, whereat he was offended. Now
¢hir gentlemen parts with fore hearts, and whereupon
meikle forrow followed thereafter. The marquis rides in
anger upen the morn to Ardclach, where he was all night.
Upon the morn, whilk was the 7th of May, he rides to Au-
. chindown, and immediately fets Patrick Lefly proveft, Mr.
RobertFarquhar, Alexander and John Jaffrays,and the faid
Patrick Leighton, toliberty ; who came to Aberdeen with
greater credit than they were taken outof it. He feeks a-
bout for his own fafety, and bides quietly in Auchindown.
Ye heard how the marquis of Huntly had left the town
of Aberdeen, contrary to the expeltation of many, upon the
laftof April, leaving his haillfriends within the town ingreat
fear and melancholy of a fouthland army to come fhortly,as
it did 3 for upon Thurfday thereafter the 2d of May, there
came to Aberdeen the lord Burleigh and lord Elcho, with
the men of Fife, — — — — — — with the
Perththire men, the earl Marifchal and lord Arbuthnot,
with the men of the Mearns, the earl of Kinghorn and lord
Carncgie with the Angus men. There came out of thir
four fhires about the number of 2000 foot and 400 horfe,
befides baggage men and horfes ; they were well furnifhed
with ammurition, powder, match, ball, mufkets, carabincs,
pikes, fwords, coleurs, carrying this motto, % For the co-
venant,

4
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venant, religion, the crown and the kingdom,” with piftols,
putterlings, and other arms 3 ilk feveral company had their
captains and commanders, with their trumpeters and drums.
They came all in good order of battle, terrible to their ene«
mies, and joyful to their friends ; they took up their ren-
dezvous in the Links, and beyond the water of Torry, and
fed upon their own provifion, which was carricd with them.
The marquis of Argyle, who had come to Dunnotter, as
ye have heard before, rides therefrae to the place of Druin,
with about 400 horfe, and came not into Aberdeen with
the reft of the army. The earl Marifchal came not in nei-
ther with the Mearns men, but was with Argyle, and fol-
lowed him to Drum. There came alfo to him the earl of
Lothian, and laird of Lare’s regiment out of Ireland, about
5oo brave foldiers. Sir Alexander Irvine of Drum was
not at home, when Argyle and the reft came, but his lady
and his good daughter lady Mary Gordon, and fifter’s
daughter to Argyle, were prefent. He and his company
were all made welcome, according to the time ; there was
other 5oo foldiers coming out of Argyle to him alfo; by
and attour the hail north was at his command. He caufed
fhortly put the ladies to the yetts, their haill men fervants
and women fervants alfo. The ladies came out with two
gray plaids, and gat two work naigs, which bore them in-
to Aberdeen. Thir runnagate Irifh foldiers thereafter fell
to, and pitifully plundered and abufed this noble houfe.
Now at the incoming of this army to Aberdeen, the Co-
venanters were no lefs blyth, nor the anti-covenanters were
woe ; for the one faltion cropped the caufey courageoufly,
pridefully and difdainfully ; the other faction was forced
to walk humbly, and fuffer the pride of their town’s neigh-
bours, who rejoiced in their mifery. Some fled the town,
others conveyed their goods out of the way, and ilk anti
covenanter did for himfelf the beft way he could. How-
foever this army, foot and horfe, Highland and Lowland-
men, and Irifh regiment, was eftimate, bag and baggage,
to be about Gooo men 5 unhappily raifed by the unfortu-
nate marquis of Huntly’s rifing, to the great hurt and wreck
of the north parts, as after ye fhall hear, and yet no wife the
marquis’ fault, as ye heard before.
Ye heard of the marquis of Argyle’s comingto Drum ;i
2: and
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and of the earl Marifchal’s coming to him, and of the Irith
regiment, whilk regiment lived upon the laird of Drum’s
victual and ;goods. The marquis fhortly removed the two
ladies, and fhut them cut at the yetts per force (albeit the
young lady was his own fifter’s daughter) with two gray
plaids about their heads. Their h:il fervants were alfo put
to the yett, but the ladies came in upon twa wark nags, in
a pmfnl manner, to New Aberdeen, and took their lodg-
ing in the goodwife of Auchluncart’s lodging, then dwell-
ing in the town. Then the Trifh foldiers fell to and plun-
dered the place of Drum, wherein was ftore of infight ple-
sithing and timber work 3 they killed and deftroyed the
beftial, nolt, fheep and kine, for their meat; they brake up
girnels, where they had meal and malt. They found yerd-
ed in the yard of Drum, a trunk filled with filver wark,
plate, goldfmith’s work, jewels, chaias, rings, and other
ornaments of great worth, and eftimate about 20,000
pounds, whereof fome was feen in Aberdcen. Thus thir
iadies being removed with their fervants, and all things
plundered by thir Irifh rogues, then the marquis appoint-
ed a captain with 5o mufketeers of thir.people to keep this
houfe, and left two pieces of ordnance alfo with them,
where they lived upon the laird’s girnels and goods while
they were removed, and others put in their place. There
was following this Irifh regiment about 51 women, with
fome young children ; thir women were quartered in Old
Aberdeen ; they got nothing but houfe-room, for they
received weekly out of the girnels of Drum, ilk woman
two pecks of meal, whereon they lived, and was punctually
brought to the Oldtown and paid. 'T'hey had a captain
over them, to fee them weekly paid, and that they did no
wrong ; fo thir women remained in Old Aberdeen as long
as the men ftaid in Drum, and when they removed there-
frae, they removed out of the Oldtown without doing any
wrong. Thusis this ancient houfe of Drum oppreft, {poil-
zied, and pitifully plundered, without any fault committed
by the old laird thereof, but only for his two fons follow-
ing of the houfe of Huntly, and as was thought fore againit
his will alfo. Always this to be noted for the marquis of
Argyle’s firft piece of fervice in this play, without love or

rcfpeét of his fifter’s daughter, or the innocence of thel olg
air
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laird of Drum; where for a while I will leave him, doubt-.
lefs in grief and diftrefs.

Upon Saturday the 4th of May the earl of Kinghorn is
eftablithed governor in Aberdeen, having a garrifon to at-
tend him; and about 2 afternoon, the army begins to march
out of Aberdeen, and both the towns fent out and furnifth-
ed baggage horfe to follow them. They had the vifcount
of Arbuthnot, the lord Elcho, the lord Burleigh, with other
captains and commanders of good worth. There was 23
colours, cart-pieces, trumpeters and drums in good order;
they marched this night to Chrift’s Green at Udny, where
they lay.

And thatfame 4th of May the marquis of Argyle (hav-
ing diftrefled the place of Drum, as ye have heard) with
the earl Marifchaland the Iri(h regiment marches from the
faid houfe towards Kintore and Inverurie, where provifion
was fent out of Aberdeen upon the horfes of both the towns,
and therethey encamped. The innocent old laird of Drum
came to thir lords in humble manner, accompanied only
with Mr. William Davidfon, fheriff depute of Aberdeen ;
he had fome {peeches with them, bat found little comfort :
at laft he took his leave, and gat licence to go to Fren-
dranght, where his daughter was married with the vif=
count of Frendranght.

It is faid, while asthis army is lying atInverurie, the mar-
quis of Argyle fent a trumpeter with a letter to the marquis
of Huntly, being in Strathboggie ; but what it wzs, or what
anfwer it received, I cannot tell; for the young laird of
Drum and his brother, with fome few others, was with
him in Strathboggie, with whom he appeared very joyful
all that day; and upon the morn thereafter he went to Au-
chindown, where I will leave him a little while

Upon Monday the 6th of May, the army marches frae
Udny towards the place of Kelly, whereon there was no
roof, but the walls {trongly built, ftanding on a vaule; for
the laird dwelt in laigh bigsing befide the houle, and had
fortified the walls with feal, whereby one might ftand and
defend the houfe. The laird had fome friends, tenants,
and fervants within the houfe, weill furnifhed with meat,

drink, and all other neceffary provifions, and {tore of am-
3 munition
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munition, fuch ashagbuts, mufkets, carabines, pikes, {words,
piftols, powder, ball, and fuch like. He caufed burn up
his own ftables, barns, byres, and other laigh bigging, left
the famen fhould be a fconce or refuge to his enemies ; and
at their approach fhot divers hagbutts and mufkets to kecp
them off, who was alfo attending the coming of the mar-
quis of Argyle and earl Marifchal, who came from Inveru-
vie to Kelly, accompanied with the lord Gordon, the lord
Trafer, the mafter of Forbes, and divers other barons, leav-
ing his regiment of Irithes lying at Inverurie. The mar-
quis feeing this houfe could not be won but by much ef-
fufion of blood, fends a trumpeter, fommoning the laird of
Haddo to render the houfe, otherwife fuch as would wil-
lingly come out and yield, fhould have condition of their
lives and goods, and they that fhould ftand out fhould have
no mercy. This charge feemed very ftrange; and withal
his cannoneer, Walter Richardfon, lap the walls of Kellie,
and ftole away to the camp, to all their great griefs that
were within the houfe. The laird and the reft goes to
council, where his men declared they would bide by him,
providing he would fhew them a way how to ftand out, o-
therwife they would rather yield now upon conditions, than
vield per force without any conditions. The laird of Had-
do was now put to great extremity, and covld'by no means
draw them from their opinign, whilk doubtlefs was their
beft ; feeing a fearful army before them, and no kind of
appearance of relief to raife them; neither was it wifdom
10 take the keeping of a houfe againft an army, except they
knew of relief by the coming of another army ; otherwife
it is not poffible for any ftrength to hold out long, but at
laft muft yield. The laird of Haddo now out of time
finds his own folly, and haftily hangs outa fign of parley,
and calls for his young chief the lord Gordon, to whom he
offers to render his houfe, upon condition that himfelf, his
men and foldiers within the famen, fhould be fafe in their
lives, lands, and goods, which the lord Gordon could nat
get granted 5 then he fent for the carl Marifchal, craving
thir conditions, whilk was plainly refufed, "and the moft
that was granted was that he fhould render his houfe, come
cut himfelf, and his men, to_the marquis of Argyle and

lords
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lords and captains of the army, and humbly fubmit them-
felves, lives, lands, and goods in the will of the eftates, and
orderof the army. This was the moft the earl Marifchal
could work, albeit indeed the haill men wan away fafe and
found, except fome few. The laird of Haddo yields to
the earl Marifchal, being his blood-friend, and lately come
of his houfe, “upon thir conditions, whereat he took fome
exception, as was thought. Now the yetts are all caften
up, thelaird of Haddo comes out, and all his foldiers yields
themfelves, their lands, lives, and goods to the marquis of’
Argyle, and reft of the nobles and commanders of the
army. They kept Haddo in the camp, and immediately
fends into the tolbooth John Logie; fon of Mr. Andrew
Logie minifter at Rayne, John and Alexander Gordons,
{ons to Gordon at the mill of Kelly, Chalmers,
fon to Alexander Chalmers of Drymnefs, and Dal-
gardno his foldiers, and quitted all the reft to go home
in peace. Then they fet in about 36 foldiers to keep the
place of Kellie, which they found well furnifhed to their
hands with meat and drink, whereon they fed luftily, with
about 180 chalders of vi€tual in his girnels ; for he had
kept np muckle of three years rent for a dearth,and now gat
nothing for it. Stately was the plenifhing within this
houfe, and pleafant yards and planting about the fame.
Now the foldiers brake loofe and burn the haill tenants big-
ging of Meikle Kellie for the moft part, the bigging of Over-
hill, and fome part of Thornhilly and other bigging. They
tirred and took down the timber, and made huts thereof,
and likewife brake down and cutted the-pleafant planting
to be hutts, and deftroyed the green growing hedges out
at the ground. They entered to the haill beftial, nolt,
fheep, and kine pertaining to the laird, on his Mains, and
his tenants there, wherever they could be found, eat up
and deftroyed all. The earl Marifchal himfelf meddled
with five or fix faddle horfes of good worth pertaining to
the laird of Haddo ; his haill arms within the houfe, where-
of there were plenty, were plundered. There was not g
lock, key, band, nor window left unbroken down daily to
the tenants, cottars and grafsmen, who for fear of their
lives had fled here and there through the country frae their

dwellings,
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dwellings, and conveyed fic gear as they could get out of
the way. They brake down beds, boards, ambries, and
other timber work, and made fire of the famen. Thus is
the country on one hand and other grievoufly oppreffed, and
the people crying daily to God for vengeance upon thir
cruel Covenanters for their unrighteous.works, without au-
thority of the king. That houfe of Kellie was rendered
upon Wednefday the 8th of May with little fiege and lefs
fkaith, there being but two perfons flain to the affailants.
 The fame night that Kellie was rendered, the camp rode
to Gight both horfe and foot ; but the fame was alfo ren-
dered upon the morn the gth of May, by the laird of Gight
elder. His fon the young laird efcapes with two or three,
and being well horfed, lap the park dykes, and wan fafely
away in prefence of the foldiers lying about the place, who
followed, but came no fpeed, to their great grief. The old
laird is kept befide Haddo, and his foldiers fet at liberty.
There wasa captain with about 24 foldiers put in the place
of Gight, whilk was well provided with meat and drink
and otherneceflaries, and wherein there was ftore of ammu-
nition, powder and ball, with vi¢tual in girnels abundantly.

Ye heard before how Haddo had plundered and taken.

Patrick Strachan, a difcreet gentleman, and warded him in
Kellie. Fifteen days thereafter he fent him to the place of
Towie Barclay, which was taken in by the marquis of
Huntly, and Hugh Gordon made captain over 16 {oldiers
appoi'nted to be keepers thereof ; but this Patrick Strachan
made quiet friendthip amongft the foldiers, took the cap-
tain, and kept the houfe manfully while the army came, and
{fyne came bravcly out, and gat his horfe and arms again,
whilk Haddo had plundered from him.

Now as the marquis of ‘Argyle is about thir houfes, the
Trith regiment lies ftill at Inverurie, of whom ye have heard
before. g

Upon their back came, to Cromar-Braes, Aboyne, Stra-
chan, and the countries about, 8oo Highlandmen of Ar-
gylefhire, where they had an allowance itk day, to be ta-
ken off the country, 24 bolls meal, 120 wedders and
marts, with 60 doliars of money. Let the wifer fort judge

now how this poorland is fore oppreft, by incoming of thir
armies,
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armies, againft the king’s authority. Dut [ leave them tak-
ing up their rents and monies, and living upon the marquis
of Huntly’s lands in Cromar, Glenmuck, and Glentanner,
and upon the laird of Drum’s lands of Cromar, Strachan,
and the lands of Birle, frae their coming, whilk was upon
the day of May, while the 3d day of June.

Ye heard before of the marquis of Huntly’s going to
Auchindown. How foon he came there, he fet to liberty
Patrick Lefly provoft, Mr. Robert Farquhar, Alexander
and John Jaffrays, and Patrick Leighton of Montrofe,upon
Tuefday the 7th of May, with greater credit thun they
were taken; and they, blyth of this good luck, came all
riding through the Oldtown to Aberdeen courageoufly,
and lighted in the town with great joy, upon Thuriday the
oth of May, about eight hours at even.

Upon Saturday the 11th of May the lord Gordon comes
in to Old Aberdeen with his own domeftics,and lodged in
George Middleton’s houfe ; and upon the morrow after the
afternoon’s fermon he rode out of the town again.

Upon Sunday the 12th of May, Mr. William Strachan,
after fermon, read out of the pulpit of Old Aberdeen the
two acts following.

¢ Where by virtue of a commiffion, dated at Edinburgh
the 16th day of April 1644, the conveation of eftates has
appointed us Archibald, marquis of Argyle, &c. chief com-
mander of the haill horfe and foot forces, to be levied for
the prefent rebellion in the north, with power alfo to us to
command in chief all other forces in the north during this
expedition, and to draw together, with the advice of the
committee of eftates come along with the army, the haill
fencible men in the north, as we fhall think fitting for the
prefent fervice. 'We therefore, according to that commif-
fion, and with advice forefaid, do hereby require all the he-
ritors and frecholders whatfoever (of what fuperior foever
they hold) within the fheriffidom of Aberdeen and Banf, to
repair to the town of Turriff againft the 16th day of this in-
ftant month of May, by 10 o’clock in the forencon, with
their beft horfes and horfeman’s arms, bringing alio with
them 48 hours provifion, that by common advice the beft
way may be tho_ght upon for the peace and fecurity of this

€OUNLry :
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country: certifying by thir prefents, all and every heri-
tors and freeholder forefaid, that fhall not appear at the
day and place forefaid, that they fhall be efteemed and ufed
as enemies to religion, king and country; and that none
may pretend ignorance thereof, we ordain that thir prefents
be read at all the parifh kirks of thir fhires on Sunday
next the 12th of thisinftant, and that every minifter fend to
the rendezvouz at the day and place above named a roll of
the haill heritors and freeholders names within their pa-
rithes, with a teftificate that thir prefents were read at their
churches ; recommending alfo to the moderator of ilk
prefbytery within the faid fheriffdoms, to diret to the fe-
veral minifters within their pref(byteries an authentic double
of this order of ours, with the moderator’s teftimonial de-
claring the fame to be fuch, that this our order may be the
better read and publithed in the feveral churches; and this
we require to be diligently and carefuily performed by all
having intereft, as they will be anfwerable to the parliament,
convention of eftates, their committees, or us their commif-
fioner for this effe¢t. Subfcribed with our hand at Inver-
urie, the 6th of May 1644.
Sic fubfc. ARGYLE.”
Follows the other aét alfo read out of the pulpit.
<« Edinburgh, 12 April 1644.
¢« Forafmickleas George marquis of Huntly, and his ad-
herents and followers, viz. Alexander Irvine younger of
Drum, Robert Irvine his brother, Sir John Gordon of Had-
do, William Seaton of Shethin, William Innes of Tibber-~
tie, Mr. James Kennedy, fervitor to the faid marquis of
Huntly, and Thomas Hay fervitor to the faid Sir John Gor-
don, have not only refufed to join with this kirk and king-
dom in the folemn league and covenant for the reformation
- and defence of religion, the honour 2nd happinefs of the
king, the peace and fafety of the kingdoms of Scotland,
Tngland and Ireland ; but have now alfo put themfelves in
pofture of war, and with fome forces colle&ted together dif~
played an open banner againft the honourable eftates of this
kingdom, joined together by folemn oaths and fubfcriptions
in the {aid league and covenant, and in this rebellion have
already begun to take his majefty’s good fubjedts ou;1 of
their
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their own houfes, detain them in firmance, rob and {poil-
zie them of their goods and means of livelithood ; by threats,
oppreflions, and other violent ways to force them to join
in this infurreCtion, invade and poflefs themfelves of free
burghs, compel and induce fhires to dithonourable and
difloyal capitulations and condiiions, and by falfe pretences
of authority and the eafe of the fubjeét, emitted in public
declarations, whilk they caufe read in kirks and other pub-
lc places, delude and abufe the people, and reproach all the
means ufed by this kirk and kingdom, in purfuance of the
faid happy covenant, and the ends expreffed therein:
therefore the commiflioners to the General Affembly, tak
ing the premilfes ta their ferious confideration, and finding
the rebellious confpiracy and infurreétion againft this kirk
and kingdom, to be an heinous offence again{t God, and
an high contempt of all ecclefiaftical and civil authority, and
that the famen agreeing in all the particular circumftances
thereof, is public and notour throughout this kirk, accord-
ing to the example of former times, in-the like cafes, or-
dains the faid George marquis of Huntly and his adherents
in this rebellion particularly abovementioned, to be excom-
municate fummarily upon the next Sabbath day the 14th of
this inftant month of April, by Mr. John Adamfon, in the
Taft Kirk of this burgh of Edinburgh, and that public in-
timation be made of the faid {fentence upon Sabbath.day be-
forenoon after fermon, in all the kirks of this kingdom, {o
foon as advertifement fhall come unto them.”

Thir two aéts were read out of the kirk of New Aber-
deen the famen day alfo, where by and attour intimation was
made there of the excommunication of the earls of Mon-
trofe, Nithfdale, Traquair, Carnwath, Kinnoul, the vif-
count of Aboyne, and the lord Ogilvie. Thir perfons had
been excommunicate after the fame order, and for the fame
caufe, that the marquis of Huntly and his followers were
excommunicate, fome {pace before thir lords were excom-
municate at Edinburgh, but intimation was not made there-
of here at our Oldtown church. However the lord Gor-
don came not to the forenoon’s preaching to hear his fa-
ther’s excommunication intimate, but came afternoon, {yne
rode out of the town, as is before faid.

Upon
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Upon Monday the 13th of May the marquis of Argyle,
the earl Marifchal, the lord Gordon, the vifcount of Ar-
buthnot, the lord Burleigh, with divers other brave gen-
tlemen, about roo horfe, came frae the camp lying at Kel-
lie, leaving the lord Elcho behind them, and came to Aber-
deen through the Links; and following in another com-
pany there came in Sir George Gordon elder of Gight,
John Gordon his brother german, and Sir John Gordon
of Haddo. They ftayed in Aberdeen while Wednefday
the 15th of May, that they were fent fouth to Edinburgh,
with a troop of horfe ; likewife was fent with him the good-
man of Mill of Kellie’s two fons, called John and Alexan-
der Gordons, Chalmers, fon to Alexander Chal-
mers of Drymnefs, John Logie and Dalgardno.

Upon Tuefday the 14th of May the provincial affembly
fits down in Aberdeen, being prorogate to this day, as ye
heard before. The parfon of Belhelvie being laft modera-
tor, as the cuftom is, preached this day. "The marquis of
Argyle, the earl of Kinghorn, with the reft, were there,
whilk made up a fair auditory. After fermon the breth-
ren conveened, and with them the marquis of Argyle.
Mr. Andrew Cant is chofen moderator to the next provin-
cial affembly. The faid marquis had his own inftructions,
no doubt, to give to this province before the coming of the
next General Affembly ; and withal he began to regret the
coldnefs of {ome of the miniftry, who would not boldly ilk
man out of his own pulpit declare the odioufnefs of this re-
bellion of the Gordons, and what danger, fhame, and for-
row might follow thereupon ; whilk if"ilk minifter within
his parifh had powerfully declared, it might have been a
mean to have {taid many from rifing in fuch a defperate bu-
finefs ; but withal he faid, it was to be feared there was
fome of themfelves difaffeted to this good caufe, and not
fo found as appertained. = For remedy whereof he defired
the moderator to-voice out 12 of their brethren to fit with
him and the reft of the nobility at their committee after-
noon, and they to receive fome order therefrae; whereof one
article was, that Mr. Andrew Cant, now moderator, fhould
this fame afternoon take oaths of the hail moderators and
minifters within the dioccle, in ample form ; that they were

foundly
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foundly affeéted to the good caufe, according to the tenor
of the covenant. 2d, That ilk moderator fhould take the
oaths of fuch minifters as were abfent within his prefby-
tery. 3d, That ilk minifter, upon his fworn oath, in all
hafte fhall condefcend and give up a roll, under his fub-
feription, of the malignant minifters within this diocefe, or
difaffeéted minifters, according to his knowledge, and ilk
minifter within his own parifh to declare, fiklike, the malig
nant perfons who are laicks by roll within his parifh. 4th,
Ik minifter to give up inroll the names of fuch perfons as
rofe with the Gordons. gth, That ilk minifter thould
give up in roll the names of the heritors and freehold-
ers, and alfo of the papifts within his parifh, with a teftifi-
cate that the a& made thereanent before written was pub-
licly read at their kirks, according to the defire thereof';
and ilk minifter before they diffolve deliver to thedaids 12
minifters, called a fub-committee, his own roll, fubfcribed
with his hand, to the effe&t that they thould bring thefe
rolls with them to Turriff the 16th day of May. Thir or-
ders bred both fear and fafhery to the brethren of this af-
{embly, but no remead ; ilk minifter began to cenfure his
parithioners upon the points aforefaid, made up and fub-
{cribed their rolls, and delivered them to the fub-commit-
tee of 12 minifters forefaid, to the effe& above fpecified, up~
on Wednefday the 15th of May afternoon, that they might
keep Turriff; and fo this affembly diffolved this famen day.
But remember they gave up the names of all excommuni-
cate papifts within their parifhes alfo in their faid rolls.

Upon Tuefday the 14th of May, the two cartows were
brought about frae Montrofe to Aberdeen by fea, but their
wheels were hacked and hewn by the Gordons, as ye have
heard. There came alfo two other iron cart pieces to the
{hore, where they were all laid on (carried by three boats a-
bout) and that {fame day there came to Aberdeen out of
one of the parliament’s thips lying in the road, fix fither
boats loaded with mufkets, powder, ball, and match, and
ilk boat had 180 mufkets within her, with their materials.
Thir wares were fent athore in one of our fither boats to
the marquis of Argyle, out of the thip, who had order from
the faid parliament of England fo to do. Thir mufkets
were received and put up in houfes to be kept.

Vol. I R This
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This fame Tuefday and 14th of May the laird of Drum
direéted a rate of mufketeers to Mr. William Lumf{den’s
houfe in Old Aberdeen, himfelf and his wife both being ex~
communicate papifts. They fed upon her expences, be-
caufe her hufband -was quietly at home, and efcaped. U=
poan the morn fhe was compelled to give 400 merks to be
quit of thir foldiers, fora protection to fave her houfe un-
plundered, and her tenants undiftreffed, fubfcribed by the
carl of Kinghorn 3 befides they plundered out of the houfe
fome guns, fwords, and other things, and a riding nag or
a wark nag out of the ftable.

Upoa Wednefday the 15th of May the marquis of Ar-

gyle, the earl Marifchal, the earl of Kinghorn, the vif-
count of Arbuthnot, the lord Gordon, and the lord Bur-
leigh came riding through the Oldtown about 12 hours,
with found of two trumpets, about 200 horfe, and fet
themfelves for Turriff, to keep their meeting the r6th of
May ; but the day before, thir nobles came over and’ vi-
fited our Oldtown College about 6 hours at even, {yne
returned back to New Aberdeen again. So they came
from Aberdeen as aforefaid, and upon Thur{day the 16th
day of May the Marquis of Argyle, the earls of Mariichal
and Kinghorn, the vifcount of Arbuthnot, the lord Gor-
don, and the lord Burleigh came to Turriff.  The lord
Elcho came from the leagure lying at Gight and Kellie,
to this meeting ; and fiklike the earl of Findlater, the vif-
count of Frendraught, the lords of Forbes, Frafer, and
Banff, with many barons, heritors and freeholders within
the fhires of Aberdeen and Banff. ‘There came alfo out of
the, fhire of Murray the laird of Innes, the laird of Grant,
the fheriff of Murray, and diverfe other gentlemen. They
meet altogether upon the Inch of Turriff, and were efti-
mate about 700 horfe and 1300 foot. They had ten co-
lours, ten drums, 6 trumpeters, with brave captains and
commanders, and well armed foldiers. The names of all
he freeholders of the thires of Aberdeen and Banff are
called by the therift clerk of Aberdeen, Mr. Patrick Chal-
mers, ofl of the rolls.  The burghs fent their commiffion-
ers wlilk were within the two fhires; the names of the
ablents were prefently noted 5 the moderators and minifters

of
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of the diocefe of Aberdeen were called, and there compear-
ed the 12 minitters of the fub-committee, and in their-rolls
produced the names of all excommunicate papifts, difaffect-
ed minifters, all malignant laicks, the narmes of fic perfons
as rofe with the Gordons, the names of all heritors and
frecholders. Now ilk minifter had givea up under his
hand the names of fic perfons as is abovewritten, and ilk
prefbytery had given up under their hand the names of the
difaffe&ted minifiry within their prefbytery, and delivere:
the fame to the fub-committee forefaid, to produce in their
names, whilk held in their travels frae coming to Turriff to
the meeting. 'Thir rolls being produced, and all men cail-
ed, and the abfents noted, then they went to mufter their
men upon the forefaid inch, eftimate to about 2000 horfe -
and foot, as faid is, which came out of tae fhires of Aber-
deen and Banff allenarly. * After mufter they- were all
charged by found of trumpet not to depart out of Turriff
while upon the morn, that they received their orders, whilk
being come they mafter again 3 then the marquis of Ar-
gyle, in name of the public, gave them all thanks openly
for this their obedient meeting out of the three fhires of
Banff, Aberdeen, and Murray, warning withal thofe of the
two former thires to be at a cominittee to be holdenin Aber-
deen upon the 24th of May, for taking order with the herfe-
men, footmen, and arms to be levied, loan money, levy
money, and other taxations. He declared likewife that
there was a general mufter of the thires of Aberdeen, Banff,
and Mearns, to be kept the 4th of June next within the
Links of Aberdeen, and charged them all to be there; but
few compeared or none at all that day. So upon Friday
the 17th of May, afternoon, this meeting diffolved at Tur-
riff, and the marquis of Argyle fent fome troops of horfe
to Elgin, charging them to arreft the boats on their coafts,
that no boats fhould go to fea while his further pleafure,
-fearing the marquis {hould flee by fea, as he did indeed.
In the meantime he came frae Turriff to Callen of Boyue,
where he fupped with the ear] of Findlater, his coufin ger-
man, upon Saturday the 18th of May, where I will Jeave
him while hereafter. ¥
The marquis of Huntly lying quictly at this time at Auch-
indown, and having his own intelligence how all matters
) paft
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paft at Turriff, he takes occafion, and fhortly leaves the
ftrength, and quietly conveys himfelf to the Bogof Gight,
having in his company James Gordon of Letterfurrie,
Jjohn Gordon fon to John Gordon of Auchmunziel, and
John Gordon alias John of Berwick, and takes out of this
place fome trunks of gold and fiver, whereof he had
plenty, and fome coftly rich apparel ; thereafter fends the
keys to his fon the lord Gordon, with his ftately faddle
horfes, fyne rides the water of Spey, being clad in coat
and trews, with a black bonnet on his head. He comes
to Salterhill, where one Alexander Gordon dwelt; takes
a flecp; directed the faid James Gordon and John of Ber-
wick with his trunks to Cowfie, and provide a boat,
where they found a Caithnefs boat by chance, fhips the
trunks, and takes the fea fhortly, and lands in ‘Caithnefs,
leaving the marquis behind them, to his own hazard, with
john Gordon of Auchmunziell’s fon only with him. He
Jeaves 1000 dollars with this Alexander Gordon in his
keeping, becaufe he could not get them carried, whilk he
thereafter revealed, and delivered to the lord Gordon,
and By moyan of James Gordon, fometime his fervitor,
gets a boat quickly at Cowfie, fhips and lands in Suther-
land himfelf, John Gordon and the faid James Gordon.
'The boat returns with the faid James, and he goes to his
own houfe. The marquis with his man fpiers for an ale-
houfe, calls for a drink, and fends for Gordon of
Syddra, dwelling hard befide ; he comes and lodged him
in his houfe hard befide all night. Upon the morn he with
his man rides to Caithnefs, ftays with his coufin german
Francis Sinclair that night, meets with James Gordon of
Letterfurrie, and gave him no thanks for leaving of him
behind j takes order with his trunks, and difmiffes him
home, and himfelf with his man upon the morn horfes and
to Strathnaver goes he by fea, where he remained fore a-
gainft his will, while the ath of O&ober 1645. 'Thir ca--
lamities he did patiently {uffer for his loyalty to his mafter
the king.

Ye heard on the other fide, how the marquis of Argyle
came to Cullen upon Sunday. He would not bide after
fupger to take a bed, but rode all night, and came to1 t.hg

alr
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faitd of Innes’ honfe in Elgin, where he lodged, and heard
devotion upon the morn being Sunday.  The provincial af-
fembly happened at this very time to fit down in Elgin,
which Argyle carefully attended, and gave the brethren
fuch inftruttions to attend the enfuing general affembly, as

he did at our provincial affembly here in Aberdecn; bur

hearing of the marquis of Huntly’s efcape in an open fifher
boat, he was highly offended, fent fhortly for the boatman,
James Gordon in Kinedder, and the faid Alexander Gor-
don in Salterhill, and before the committee in Elgn they
are fevercly {fworn and examined anent .the conveying a-
way of the faid marquis. They all confeffed the verity of
his embarking and landing, and who were with him ; they
were all called evil countrymen, and fo letten go ; but the
faid Alexander Gordon is ordained to compear before the
committee at Aberdeen the 24th of May, and bring the

1000 dollars with him, whilk he did, and had orders to de-
liver the dollars tothe lord Gordon, and fo was letten go.

* In the mean time Argyle bides in Elgin three days, and
fhortly direts the Irifh regiment to take in Auchindown,,
there to remain, where they had ftore of provifion, meat
and drink enough in great plenty; {yne leaves Elgin,
and returns back to Aberdeen, upon the 24th of May,
where the faid Alexander Gordon was ordered, as ye have
heard.

A little before this time there was feen in the town of
Gellen, pertaining to the earl Marifchal, within the parith
of Strachan, a fearful unnatural fire whilk kindled of itfelf,
and burnt the bigging of this town only. When'the people
faw this fire, they rdn to quench and ftampit out, but when
it was quenched in one part, it brake out in another part.
It burnt up 2 byre with nolt and oxen, none knowing from
whence it came. Tt feemed to be a prognoflick of a far
greater fire raifed on this earl’s lands, as ye thall hear here-
after.

Ye heard before how the places of Gight and Kellic were
rendered. There was fome bigging burnt to the tenants
about Kellie, becaufe the laird for his 6%n defence had burnt
up fome of his barns and byres ; he had fix children within
the place, which when it was rendered were 2l put to the

R3 gate,,
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gate, fafe and found.  Friends took three of them, and the
other three were fent into Old Aberdeen for learning at the
{chools, but had not a penny of their father’s eftate beftow-
ed upon them ; but thir lawlefs foldiers lived wealthily
upon their father’s means, and there, and in the place of
Gight alfo, they deftroyed up all, as ye have before, and
during their refidence at thir two places they fat not idle,
but plundered them both; and firft they took out the
ftately infight and plenifhing, fic as bedding, napery, veflels,
cauldrons, chandlers, fire veflels, whereof there was plenty,
kifls, coffers, cabinets, trunks, and all other plenifhing and
armour (whereof there was plenty in both thir houfes)
whilk they could get carried on horfe or foot, and was ta-
ken away fouth, together with the haill horfe, mares, oxen,
nolt, kine, and fheep, whilk were upon the faid mains of
Haddo and Gight, and not a four-footed beaft left that
they could get. 'When thir commodities were plundered
and fpoilzied, then they begin to work upon the timber
~work whilk was fixed ; and there they cruelly broke down
the wainfcot, boards, beds, ambries, timber walls, ceiling,
toom girnels, and the like, and made fire of all. They
took out the iron yetts, iron ftenchions of the windows,
broke down the glazed windows, and left neither yett, door
nor window unbroken down, and in effeét left them defo-
late before they removed.

Ye heard before of the meeting at Turriff, and of the
rolls given up by the fub-committee of the miniftry of all
excommunicate papifts, difaffected minifters‘and malignant
laiks. Order wasgivenat Turriff to James Douglas macer
in Edinburgh, attending this fervice, to fummon thir per-
fons, and the marquis of Huntly, the laird of Drum
his brother, and their remanent followers, at the mercat
crofs of Aberdeen, to compear before the faid committee,
to be holden there the 24th of May, to anfwer to fic points
as were contained in his letters, dated at Turriff, which the
faid James Douglas ufed at the faid mercat crofs of Aber-
deen upon the 22d of May, which was thought over fhort
and fummary a charffe. ;

Now William Seton of Shethin and William Innes of
Tibbertie, as followers of the marquis of Huntly, had both

their
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their houfes pitifully plundered, and their ground {poilzied,
nothing left them; and Tibbertie’s mill burnt by fire maf
terfully by the foldiers of the faid army.

Word came here of a great overthrow given to our
Scotfmen lying at Morpeth by the king’s forces. That the
ear] of Calendar was lying at Dunfe with about 4000
men, attending the making of an army of 16,000 foot and
2000 horfe, whilk was lifting diligently through all Scot-
land, to be a recruit to general Lefly’s army, now lying at
York, to whom came the ear! of Fairfax with jooo horfe
and foot, whilk betwixt them made up a ftrong army, with
help of the earl of Manchefter again{t our royal king; whilk
was foughten, prince Rupert routed, and York taken.

Upon the 24th of May there was a committee holden
in the tolbooth of Aberdeen by the earl of Kinghorn, the
lord Forbes, the lord Burleigh, the lord Elcho, the lord
Frafer, the laird of Drum elder, and fundry other barons.
‘They canfed call in the forenoon the rolls of the excom-
municate papifts, and fuch of the marquis’ friends as
were at the plundering of the towns of Banff and Mon-
trofe, as ye heard before, and all fuch perfons as rofe
and affifted the faid marquis of Huntly, all fuch perfons
as were nonfubfcribants, and difaffeéted to the good caufe;
fuch as fubferibed, and yet were difaffected; and laftly
fuch as were malignant, or reafoned or fpoke any thing
privately or publicly againft this good caufe. "Thefe fix
forts of people were given up, with the difaffeéted mini-
fters, throughout the parithes and prefbyteries of Aber~
deen and Banff, by the minifters themfelves at Tur-
riff, as ye have heard; and at Aberdeen thir rolls were
called. As this was in doing, the marquis of Argyle
lights and comes to the tolbooth, where the abfents were
noted, and fuch as were prefent ordained to compear the
morn at 8 hours. The ports are ftraitly watched night
and day; all men had entry, but none wan out without a
pafs. Upon Saturday the 25th of May ilk perfon com-
peared, and was compelled to give bond under the pain of
5000 pounds, to compear before the next parliament, and
there to underly the law for their tranfgreflions and for fic
as was to be laid to their charges, and in the meaa time to

. keep
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keep the king’s peace ; and to this effet they fet caution
by bond. - Such'as might get caution, obeyed and wan
home ; others who could not get caution were warded in
the tolbooth of Aberdeen. Sunday they heard devotion ;
Monday the 27th of May the earl Marifchal came in frae
Dunnotter to this committee ; Tuefday they are made bur-
gefles of Aberdeen, fuch as the marquis of Argyle, the
lord Burleigh, the lord Elcho, and got the wine liberally ;
‘Wednefday the 29th of May the town of Aberdeen ‘were
warned in_ the provoft and baillies name, by tuck of drum,
to conveen in the Gray.friar kirk of Aberdeen, where
the famen day provoft Patrick Lefly made a fpeech in pre-
fence of them all ; firft, purging himfelf by his great oath;
that he was fafe and free of any delation of his neigh-
bours, their wealth, or affetion to the marquis of Argyle
or any other; but what was done or delated was by the
envy and malice of the neighbours amongft themfelves.
2d, He declared the marquis of Argyle his good opinion he
conceived of the people of Aberdeen, taking them to be
worfe exponed than they were indeed. 3d, He told the
marquis was to ufe no rigorous dealing againft Aberdeen,
but that they fhould bear a like burden with the reft of the
burrows, according to their ftrength, and no otherwife,
and conform to the judgment of the next enfuing parlia-
ment, whilk they fhould fee; and becaufe th¢ burgh of
Dundee had advanced 1000 pounds fterling in this expe-
dition, it was great reafon the town of Aberdeen fhould
advance as meikle upon bond. That if the eftates carried
this caule, they fhould be paid with annuals ; if otherwife,
they fhould get no payment; yea and befides they would
be forced to lend 10,000 pounds fterling upon the like fort
of bond. This fpeech ended, the Dean of Guild with the
.burgefles of guild went to confultation privately amongft
themfelves, and prefently condefcended to lend and ad-
vance 1000 pounds fterling, for the whilk ilk man, free
and unfree, was foundly taxed.

Now divers troopsare daily coming frae the army lying
at Kellieand Gight; the earl Marifchal and carl of King-
horn’s regiments were difbanded, and it was appointed that

the marquis of Argyle’s regiment of Argyle highlandmen
¢ thould.
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thould be ftill in Birfe, Cromar, and bounds thereabout
the lord Elcho’s regiment of Fife theuld ly {till in New A-
berdeen, confifting of about 700 foot, with a troop of Ar-
gyle’s horfemen, and that the Irifh regiment fhould alfo -
difband. -

About this time and month of May the earl of Lothian
came to Edinburgh from England, where he was warded,
as ye may fee before. He gat liberty by exchange of ano-
ther lord of the king’s, who was taken prifoner by the par-
liament of England.

Ye heard before how the laird of Gight, the laird of
Haddo, John and Alexander Gordons, fons to Gor-
don at Mill of Kellie, ——— Chalmers, fon to Chalmers of
Drymnefs, John Logie and Dalgardno were brought
into Aberdeen. Now it is faid the laird of Haddo and the
Jaffrays drank together by mediation of fome friends, and
thatthey had paft from their part of his fine ; but the truth
is, there was nofuch agreement between them. Thereafter
upon the 15th of May they were tranfported from Aber-
deen with a guard to Edinburgh, and there warded moft
fhamefully in the tolbooth, and ftraitly kept, to their great
grief and difpleafure; where I will leave them amonglt
their enemies hands, abiding trials while hereafter.

The horfe troops now daily are coming frae the camp to
both Aberdeens, leaving the foot army behind them at
Kellie and Gight, who alfo came upon Thurfday the 3oth
of May from thefe bounds, and quartered that night upon
the laird of Balgownie’s bounds, called Thomas Menzies,
a papift, and out of the country for his rcligion. There
they lay that night (while the earl of Kinghorn’s regiment
was removed out of Aberdeen, that they might get their
room) plundering the ground and deftroying the green
growing timber, and corns, at their pleafure. Upon Fri-
day the laft of May they marched into Aberdeen, aad were
quartercd there and in Old Aberdecen. Alfo there was
{lain that famen day by fome of Kinghorn’s regiment, a man
called John Martin, a lax-fifher on Dee, and fervitor to Mr.
Matthew Lum(den, and another hurt, for the whilk the
malefactors were apprehended at the earl of Kinghorn’s
command, and warded in the tolbooth of Aberdeen, but

afterwards
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afterwards wan free ; and heand his regiment removed ot
of Aberdeen upon Saturday the rft of june, after the town
gat good payment for their quarters ; and in their places
came in the lord Elcho’s regiment, confifting of about 700
foot, and an horfe troop of the marquis of Argyle’s, con-
fifting of 60 men, who were ordered to ly in Aberdeen upon
all hazard, in cafe of rifing again in this country, whilk did
little good, but wrecked the town of Aberdeen with their
quartering.  Sic men as were put into the place of Dram
pertained to the earl of Lothian and laird of Lare’s.regiment
they were removed, and as many of the lord Elcho’s regi-
ment were put in their places, at this time, to keep that

houte. '
Ye heard how the committees were daily holding in A-
berdeen. They are curious to try every man’s eftate, and
being fully informed of their means and wealth both in
burgh and land, then they were fummoned to compear be-
fore their committee in Aberdeen, where the marquis of
Argyle daily fat in the tolbooth with the reft, and there
they defired of ilk man fuch a certain fum as they knew
they might lift or advance to the eftates, upon band of re-
payment again, whilk if the people difobey, they were en-
ated for the famen ; and if they difobeyed, no more but
{fending out parties to plunder them, at lealt to put them to
the horn. - Thus minifters nor laicks were not {pared, that
had any money; and fuch as'were not acted before the
committee were . urged in Aberdeen to fubfcribe a band,
called a blind band, where ilk man was obliged to lend the
eftates fic a fum blank, the term of payment blank, other-
wile to became cautioners for the eftates to any other man
who had money (if they wanted money of theit own tolend)
for fic a fum blank, the term of payment b/ank, and the eftates
to be obliged to relieve them of their cautionry. ‘Thus
fuch as had monies were forced to lend the fame, without
hope ever to get repayment back again, and fuch as had no
monies upon bank, yet refponfal and powerful befide, is
compelled to become cautioner for the eftates to fic as
had monies ; and yet they knew not how much they were
cautioners for, nor to whom they were obliged, nor what
was the term of payment ; by which means the king’s fu’tt)-
jects
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jefts were brought under fuch conditions that they knew
not what to do nor how to live, feeing their means were
daily taken frae them, whilk they had made fore travel for,
to the impoverifthing of themfelves, their wives and bairns,
and neither covenanter nor anti-covenanter, minifter nor
countryman, were fpared 5 whilk doubtlefs was the juft
judgment of God for beginning fic a covenant with open
rebellion againft {o good and gracious a king 5 and furely
there was many covenanters wifhed it had not been begun,
and grievoully murmured againit their proceedings; but
they durft not {peak nor yet complain.

"There were many acts made at this committee, before
Argyle departed, amongft which it was enated, that he
{hould have 18,000 merks for inbringing of the marquis of
Huntly to the cﬁ'ltes quick or dead, and as meikle for in-
bringing the laird of Drum, and fuch other fums for his
brother young Gight, Nathaniel Gordon, and divers other
perfons who followed the faid marquis.

Thir things done, the marquis of Argyle upon Friday the
1aft of May took his leave of Aberdeen, where all this time
he was lodged in provoft Patrick Lefly’s houfe, moft ho-
nourably, and when he went to horfe was convoyed with
nobles, barons, burgefles, bare-headed for the moft part,
fo highly was he exalted in thir days, little inferior to a
king, who promifed to return back to Aberdeen, to the
great committee to be holden the 24th of July.' He went
that night toDunnotter, leaving orders behind him for hold-
ing of committees for ingathering of men, money, horfes,
and victuals, to be {ent to our army in England, {o that fic
victual as was left unplundered, eaten and deftroyed, was
thipped here and there through all the north parts, {o that
neither covenanter nor anti-covenanters girnels were {par-
ed, but the covenanters had condition of payment from the
rreneral commiflary, John Denham, of eight merks for the
boll whereas they kept up their vi¢tual, looking for ten
pound the boll frae the conntry. peop1e.. The juft judg-
ment of God upon the covenanters !

About this time the lord Banff and mafter of Banfl’s
grounds were plundered, and the mafter (his father being
in Edinburgh) unhappily hurt a ferjeant, who was wrong-

‘ onfly
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oufly plundering his father’s bounds, whereupon followed
that his houfe of Raittie was pitifully plundered and abufed,
and his girnels broken up, and vitual deftroyed. The
mafter himfelf fled, and durft not be feen in the country,
whilk no doubt was grievous to his father, now fummon-
ed over to the parliament and attending the fame, and fee-
ing his houfe and ground fore oppreft. This was done by
foldiers of the Irith regiment.

Our fovereign lord’s feflion fat not down in Edinburgh
upon the firft of June; but in refpeét of thir troubles was
continued to the firft of Noyember, whereby the king’s
lieges were fruftrated of juftice in this feffion ; yet inferior
courts fat daily after the old manner, and began the firft
of June. sy

Ye heard before of the incoming of the foot army frae
Gight and Kellie, leaving both the houfes well manned for
keeping of the fame. They came in with flying colours,
trumpeters and drums, in good order ; with their ammuni-
tion, cart pieces, and other arms, but there was no can-
nons ; both burgh and land was plagued to furnifh them
baggage horfe, from the aforefaid bounds to Aberdeen,
and from that South.

Now the Irifh regiment pertaining to the earl of Lothian
and Laird of Lares, refolves to come to Aberdeen, to plun-
der the famen, unlefs they got good payment of their
wages, promifed to them before they came out of Ireland,
and that whether the Tife regiment lying in Aberdeen
would or not. This regiment, by direttion, had been at
BanfF, Turriff, Auchindown, and other parts in the coun-
try, and now was come to Drum. The town of Aber-
deen, hearing of this refolution of this rafcal mercilefs re-
giment, went fhortly and condefcended amongft themfelves
to lift 20,000 pounds, tc lend the famen to the provoft, bail-
lies, and town of Aberdcen’s treafurer, who by their band,
in name of the cftates, became obliged to repay back again
the iaid fum to the town of Aberdeen, to be divided amongt
them ilk anc for their own part. This band being made,
and the money lifted, the fame was delivered to Mr. Ro-
bert Farquhar, to be diftribute to them according to his or-

der, and firft he payed to the Irifh regiment, now lying at
Drum,
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Drum, upon the 3d day of June, being about 8§05 brave
footmen, befide their commanders, 4000 merks ; after re-
ceipt whereof, they took the highgate fouth frac Drum. By
and attour the country and town furnithed horfe to carry
their baggage, which came by fea to Aberdeen, and (ent
their wives out of Old Aberdeen, who had lyen here fince
the day of March, to overtake them ‘at Fettercairn ;
and fo Aberdeen was well quit of this regiment with the
reft, fuppofe upon their own expences, and no regiment
was left, except the lord Elcho’s regiment of Fifemen in
Aberdeen, and a regiment of Argyle’s highlandmen cal'ed
the Cleanfersy, who lay in Birfe, Cromar, Glentanner,
Glenmuck, Abergeldie, Aboyne, and other places about,
where ‘indeed they cleanfed all frae their coming there,
which was upon the day of May, ll the firft of
July that they departed, leaving only behind them a cap-
tain with 8o foldiers. This regiment of Argyle’s men
was counted 8oo footmen, with their commanders ; they
neither {pared covenanter nor anti-covenanter, minifter nor
laick. The haill country people fled that could flee, and
left their houfes defolate. They plundered and fpoilzied
the houfe of Aboyne and houfe of Abergeldie, with their
ground ; they fpoilzied and plundered the haill Birfe, Cro-
mar, Glentanner, Glenmuick, and left neither horfe, fheep,
nolt, ky, nor four-footed beaft in all thefe brave countries,
nor vi€tuals, corn, goods, or gear, that they might lay their
hands upon ; and {ecing they could not live longerin thefe
harried bounds, they got orders and removed home over a-
gain npon the forefaid firflt of July, leaving only one of th({f
captains with 8o mén. But this vengeance which fell o
thir countries, upon the covenanters and minifters, wis
doubtlefs the jut judgment of God fog beginning fic a pliy
againft their royal king ; for they were compelled to fur-
nifh out troops and footmen upon their own exnences, as
well as non-covenanters ; they behoved to pay their le vy
money, loan money, taxations, and to lend money to tiie
eftates, or become cautioners therefore, by and attour this
grievous plundering of their goods and gear by mercilefs
{oldiers ; whilk doubtlefs thxr covenantera from their
hearts lamented, and for\, repented the beginning of this
Yol. II. S . covenant,
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covenant, never looking to have (uffered the fmart thereof,
as they did, till they were all drawn in an hofe-net, frae
the whilk they could not fly, nor now durft fpeak againlt
the fame, nor give any difobedicnce, under the pain of plun-
dering. :

Ye heard of the lifting of 20,000 pounds out of Aber-
deen ; whereof there was fent to the Irifh regiment, lying
at Drum, 1000 dollars or 4000 merks; and fiklike there
was paid out thereof to the town’s people the quartering
of the earl of Kinghorn’s foldiers during their refidence in
Aberdeen, and what was over to ly in Mr. Robert Far-:
quhar’s hands.  Thus Aberdeen paid firfl 18,000 merks,
and now lent 20,000 pounds (but the Lord fent them good
payment) and this by and attour the vexation and quarter-
ing of the marquis of Huntly’s friends and followers, as ye
have before. '

Ye heard before of orders given out at Turriff, for a ge-
neral mufter to be holden in the Links of Aberdeen upon
the 4th of June, out of the fhires of Banff, Aberdeen, Kin-
cardine, or Mearns ; but this day was {lightly keeped, and
very few conveened. The caufe of this convention was
faid to be for making up the earl Marifchal’s and lord Gor-
don’s regiments compleat. ’

Great preparations {fouth and north for raifing a recruit
to general Lefly’s army in England, and that the earl of
Calendar was lying at Kelfo with 4000 men, intending there
to colle€t an army of 16,000 foot and 2000 horie, to march

yinto Ingland, whilk with Lefly’s army would be about
140,000 men ; for rigging of whilk this poor country was
Lruelly oppreft.  Others reported that his army was devif-
ejd to take in Newcaftle, and not to be a recruit.

Upon the day of June, the general affembly fat

lown in Edinburgh. Mr. James Bonner, minifter of May-

Biole in Galloway, is chofen moderator. No commiffioner
comes frae the king. They not the lefs po on 3 the mini-
firy of the (hires of Aberdeen, Banff, Murray, Nairn, and
Iovernefs, had orders to prefent before this affembly in
write all the names of fuch perfons as rofe with and affift-
ed the marquis of Huntly, ilk mipifter within his own pa-
rochin 3 whilk they did. Whereupon an aét of the Ge-

neral Affembly was made, ordaining ilk minifer, witll)xin
is
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his own parifh, to caufe thir perfons to make public rz-
-pentance upon the ftool for this their rifing with the faid
marquis, or otherwile to excommunicate them for ‘hiir
difobedience ; and this to be done both in burgh and '2ai.
There were divers other aéts, and an affembly indicted to
be holden at Edinburgh the laft Thur{day of May 1643,
and fo diffolved ; but thir aéts got no obedience.

Upon the firft Tuefday of the month of June, being the
4th day, our parliament fat down in Edinburgh, waaling
the King or his viceroy; as depending from the laft parlia-
ment in anno 1641. The earl of Lauderdale is cholen
prefident of this parliament. Sundry Aberdeen’s men
were called, fuch as Mr. Alexander Davidfon, Mr. Alex-
ander Reid, Mr. Patrick Chalmers, Mr. John Chalmers,
Thomas Nicolfon, Richard Alexander, George Gordon,
George Morifon, and divers others. But they were all
ordained by parliament, with fuch as had fet caution, to
compear before the parliament, that they fhould anfwer
before the committee at Aberdeen the 11th of July next,
there to abide trial and cenfure. But this committee was
adjourned to the 235th of July, for caufes moving the par-
liament, by proclamation at the Crofs of Aberdeen; and
that fame day John Denham, general commiffary to th
collettions, rode fouth to Edinburgh in hafte. ,

Old Aberdeen, with certain heritors lying about the
fame, is ordered to furnith out an horfeman and arms, call-
ed a trooper, to the lord Gordon, and the baillies ordained
to pay for the town’s part of the faid trooper, 52 pound or
thereby ; and to colle@ off the heritors of cornfield lands
lying about, the fum of — — — — making
up in the haill 186 pounds, thirteen fhillings and four pen-
nies, and to pay the fame, under the pain of plundering ;
and to that effe€t upon the 8th of June, quartered on the
poor town a troop of horfemen, while the monies were
paid. The Oldtown baillies taxed their own town, and
advanced the reft out of their own purfes, while they col-
le€ted the fame, as is formerly faid, and fo this troop was
Shortly removed.

Noce were fpared, and who refufed thir orders no-

S 2 thing
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thing but fending out of parties upon them to live upon
their rents and goods, without authority or law from the
King. :

About this time there went out of the lord Elcho’s regi-
ment lying in Aberdeen, an horfe troop confifting of 60
horfe, and Go foot mufketeers, down to Haddo and Gight,
hiving there, and in the country about, idle, without do-
sng of any good fervice, and fpared not to take their ineat,
as well from eovenanter as non-covenanter, daily oppref-
fing the Xing’s lieges, and feeding their horfes in the plea-
fant orchards and yards of the faid houfes.

Upon Sunday the gth of June, being Whitfunday, an
imprinted aét of committee after fermon was read out at
our kirk-door in Old Aberdeen, charging all heritors, feu-
ers, and gentlemen who had faddle horfes within 160
pounds of price, to bring them to the Links of Aberdeén
the 21ft of June next, where they fhould be appraifed by
indifferent men, and paid for, to ferve the troops within

“this fhire. It was alfo publithed through the reft of the
parifhics within the diocefe. Some compeared, but little
was done this day.. Now in this month of June there is
divers foct companies and horfe troops fending fouth'to
make up the earl Marifchal’s and lord Gordon’s regiments,
and that with great diligence.

The covenanters, as well as non-covenanters, are com-
pelled to furnifh out foot and horfe, loan money, levy mo-
ney, taxations, lending of money, fubferibing of the blind
band, and fo forth, where, if they failed, then parties to be
{ent out to live upon their eftates; which feemed to be the
juft judgments of God againft the Covenanters, beginners
of this bargain againft their royal king, whereof no doubt
they had great repentance, if they cculd any wife mend
it. ;

There was a fight about Morpeth, where divers of our
Scots foot foldiers were overcome by the banders, ftripped
out of their cloaths and arms, and fent home naked about
this time; and in another fkirmith about York, major
Bellendine, with about 15 foldiers, were killed to general
Lefly.

The town of Edinburgh, for caufes moving them, caufed

tignfport
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tranfport eighteen pieces of cannon out of the Caftle, and
planted them upon the caufey, in the beginning of June,
at the guard houfe, betwixt the Crofs and the Tron. -

Ye heard before how the marquis of Argyle rode fouth.
It was f2id he was the worfe thought of, for mifing the
marquis of Huntly untaken prifoner.

Upon the 15th of June, Alexander Irvine younger of
Drum, Mary Gordon his lady, Robert Irvine his brother,
Mr. Alexander Irvine fent to John Irvine of Artamford,

and Robert Irvine town’s officer, with two gentlewomen

attending the young lady, fhipped at Fraferfburgh, and to
the fea go they ; but thelady was fore troubled with fea-
ficknefs, as the reft was. They unhappily landed in Caith-
nefs, within two miles of Wick, where a committee hap-
pened to be fitting, They are taken and tried by Francis
Sinclair, fon to the earl of Caithnefs, and fecond and third.
of kin with this young lady Drum, and all warded together
in the caftle of Keifh, as likewife he fent word to the general
committee of eftates and parliament, now fitting at Edin-
burgh, that he had taken thir perfons prifoners, whereat the
eftates were marvellous blyth for getting fuch a rich prey,
and gave order for their tranfportation, as ye (hall {ee here-
2fter. Bat here it is to be wondered at, how unnatural
this Francis Sinclair was, to go and take and apprehend
his blood friend, and her hufband, with his few followers,
who in a manner had tane fhelter and proteétion of him
in his country, in the time of their pitiful diftrefs, but ra-
ther might have advertifed them to have gone again to fea,
and do for themfelves, which unkindly he did not, albeit
it ftood to the peril of the gentlemens lives, becaufe he
hoped to get payment of 18,000 merks for taking of young
Drum, gooo for his brother, 3000 for Mr. Alexander Ir-
vine, *and 1ooo merks for Robert Irvine, as was promifed
by the eftates. Thus this miferable man, looking to this
worldly pelf, forgot his honour and his blood, to the great
difcomfort and great grief of thir honourable perfons, as ye
may fee hereafter.

It is true the lord Forbes received good paymeat from
the eftates, of 3000 merks, for taking Irvine of Len-
turk, and warding him in the tolbooth of Aberdeen, where:

S 3 Alexander
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Alexander Gatden, fervitor to the laird of Drum, was alfo
warded, all for one caufe.

Upon the 11th of June, Lewis Gordon, third fon to the
marquis, came frae his fifter the Jady Haddington to A-
berdeen, and fell in company with the lord Gordon his
brother, who made him colonel to hisfoot company. Now
divers companies of horfe and foot are fending fouth under
the earl Marifchal and Lord Gordon’s regiments, to com-
pleat their numbers.

The town of Edinburgh is now under great fear, and
fome cannons taken out of the caftle, and planted anent the
guardhoule, as was faid before.

low parties are fetting out daily upon covenanters as
well as non-covenanters, to furnifh out horfe and foot,
loan money and levy money, arms, and all other things,
according to the order fet down by the committee at Aber-
een, otherwife thir parties to ly feeding upon their eftates:
and goods, both night and-day; the juft judgments of
God upon the Covenaiters, who began thir vexations,
and doubtlefs they fore repented it now, though they durit
not fhew it..

Upon Monday the 17th of June the colleginers in Old
Aberdeen were laureat, and the Newtown colleginers long:
before, whilk ufed not to be laureat while Lammafs ; for
fear of thir troubles.

The lord Gordon was firaitly charged by the eftates of’
parliament, not to receive any of fuch in his regiments as
were at Banff or Montrofe, or any landed gentlemen that
rofe with the marquis his father, except fuch common peo-
ple as had no goods to tine.

Upon Sunday the 23d of June, after the forenoon fere
mon {ermon, Mr. William Strachan, minifter at Old Aber-
deen, made intimation out of pulpit of the excommunica-
tion of the earls of Montrofe, Crawford and Nith{dale, the
vifcount of Aboyne, the lord Kereft and the lord Ogilvie,,
for breaking out on our borders in ferving the king, and
that they were all excommunicate by order of the General
Affembly through all the Kirks of Edinburgh, and that the
fame was ordained to be intimate throughout all the kirks
of Scotland.

About
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About thelaft of June the earl of Calendar marched for-
ward from Kelfo with a goodly army both of horfe and
foot towards England. Upon the firft of July the Argyle
{foldiers removed out of Glentanner, Cromar, Birfe, and
the bounds about, which they had altogether fpoilzied, and
home they go, except only a captain and 8o men, who alfo
fhortly followed.

‘Word came of a great battle fought betwixt prince Ru-
pert, the earl of Manchefter, and general Lefly, and the
earl of Fairfax, where much blood was fhed, the vifcount
of Dudhop fore bruifed, whereof he died, and his corps
brought to Scotland.  See hereafter. That York was ren-
dered to the Englith, and not to the Scotch, whilk prefag-
ed a national quarrel betwixt the two nations ; and the
{ame day the battle was fought, being the 2d of July, there
was heard through all thir parts the noife of a cannon fhot,
terrible to hear, and whilk was thought no fhot, but an-
advertifement from God, as may well be feen hereafter.

There came out a printed paper, declaring the caufes of
a public faft, whilk copied is this :— '

¢ Caufes of a folemn faft and humiliation, to be kept by
ordinance of the late General Affembly, upon the firft fab-
bath of July next in this inftant year 1644, and the Thurf-
day next immediately following.

¢ 1ft, A not anfwerable walking to our covenant with
God; for firft,former zealis wanting in the beft, and many
who feemed forward, are now either become neutral, or
fecret underminers, or avowed adverfaries and apoftates.

2d, A great guiltinefs lieth on this land, that temporiz-
ing enemies, efpecially minifters, are received too fuddenly
into the covenant, who mind nothing but their own ends;
although it hath pleafed the Lord of his free love to multi-
ply upon this nation unparalleled favours, in the plenty of
truth and peace, notwithftanding of all the fecret confpira- -
cies and epen violences of enemies, both within and with-
out, and that upon fo eafy a rate (in comparifon of our dear
brethren about us, whe are fwwvimming in blood for pur-
chafing and attaining unto the like, and the fame precious
truth and peace) yet fuch is our monftrous ingratitude,
H that
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* that the haill land is overflowed with a fpeat of formality
and profanity, as appeareth by our unbelief, manifold oaths,
Sabbath-breaking, oppreflions, uncleannefs, drunkennefs,
and all other forts of fins, againft the laws of God and our
‘covenant, for the which great wrath is threatened and im-
minent, and we have juft reafon to fear a deeper draught
of that cup, than our brethren or neighbours have tafted
of. ‘

¢« 3d, We have matter to fupplicate the God of heaven,
to blefs and profper all means ufed and intended for the’
eftablithing and finithing of this work among ourfelves,
and advancing thereof in the neighbour kingdoms, fuch as
parliaments and affemblies of divines, and committees from
them, and armies already in the fields, and going to the-
fields. :

¢« 4th, Becaufe of the unhappy and lamentable divifion
between our king and his kingdoms, begun and fomented
by delinquents, malignants, jefuits, and papifts, and unna-
tural countrymen. We have great reafon to wreftle with
God (who has the hearts of kings in his own hand) that he
would deliver our king from their company and counfel,
and fill his heart with love of reformation, and thoughts
of love and peace towards his loyal fobjeéts. ¥

_¢¢ sth, That our gracious Lord will be pleafed to turn
the troubles and commotions not only of thir three king-
doms, but elfewhere, to the accomplithing and fulfilling
all the defires and wifhes of God’s faints concerning the
advancement of the kingdom of the fon of God, and the ut-
ter ruin of that man of fin and his kingdoms.”  Sic fubtr.

« D. Ker.”

This faft was appointed to be keeped the firft Sunday of
July, and Thurfday thereafter, as ye have heard. So here
in Old Aberdeen upon the 7th of July we had a faft, en-
tering the church by g hours, and continuing praying and
preaching while two hours. After fermon, the people
fat ftill, hearing reading while afternoon’s fermon began
and ended, whilk continued till within half an hour to fix 3
then the prayer bell rang to the evening prayers, and con-
tinued till 7. ‘Thus was the people wearied with fafting

and praying, under colour of zeal, whilk rather appeared
’ a plain
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a plain mockery of God. So Thurfday thereafter the like
was kept here. The king and his pofterity prayed for, the
queen prayed for, but none prayed to confound the armies
raifed againft him, but rather prayed for their goed fuccefs.
Strange to {ee fic prayers and fafts !

Upon the back of this humiliation, and about the 12th
of July, there came word to Aberdeen that general Lefly,
with the afliftance of the earl of Fairfax and the earl of
Manchefter, growing to an army of about 38,0co foot and
horfe (whercof Lefly had preft many out of Yorkihire, ly-
ing now at the fiege thereof, fore againft their wills) always
prince Rupert hearing of this, comes with a brave army of
horfe and foot, nothing inferior to his enemies, to raife
the fiege; and upon Tuefday the 2d of July, that day a
battle was foughten, as ye have heard. The vi¢tory with
great blood inclined to the parliament’s fide, and prince
Rupert fearfully routed, as was declared out of our pulpit
by Mr. William Strachan, faying, the Lord prevented our
fafting by giving our army the vi¢tory before our humilia-
tion, and that the army the fame day of our faft was giving
thanks to God for their victory. Howfoever it was, it was
reported that general Lefly was not the occafion of this
victory, becaufe he fled the battle to I.eeds, 18 miles frae
the army, and none of our Scots army bade, except three
regiments, one nnder the earl of Lindfay, another under Sir
David Lefly, and the third under colonel Lumf{den, whe
fought it out ftoutly. -York rendered to the earls of Fair-
fax and Manchefter, upon condition that no Scotfman
fhould enter within the fame, and Sir Thomas Fairfax is
made governor. - There was ftore of money f{ent out of the
town to the Scots army, whereby they fhould have fome
content, and depart.  Lelly was evil thought of by the
Englith for this day’s fervice, and fome thought they were
now beginning to lightly our Scots, tending to an national
quarrel ; there was much bleod on both fides and prifon-
ers taken, among{t whom the vifcount of Dudhop was one,
who died, and his corps was brought about by licence to
Scotland, to be buried among his honourable anceftors.

It is faid prince Rupert rebuked the earl of Newcaftle,
then governor of York, and general King both, in who}x}n

the
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the king had too much confidence, for their flow fervice at
this fight ; and that they were more given for gathering of
gear unjuftly, than for the king’s honour. They feared
themfelves ; fhipped at Scarborough quietly, with abun-
dance of monies, and to Hamburgh go they. Prince Ru-
pert departs his own ways, and general Lefly returns to
Newcaftle, where the earl of Calendar came alfo, to befiege
the fame by land, and ten of the parliament’s fhips came alfo
into the river, to befiege the fame by fea, fo that no men
nér provifion thould come that way.

Our parliament eftablithes a con{tant committee of eftates
to fit in Edinburgh, for ruling of the conntry, prorogues
the parliament to the 8th of Januvary 1645, without war-
rand of, or commiffioner from the kipg, and upon the
day of July diffolves, whilk had fitten fince the 4th of June,
as ye have before.

The committee appointed to be holden at Aberdeen the
11th of July, is, by open proclamation at the mercat
crofs, prorogued to the 25th of July next.

Ye have heard in many places before, how the ear] of
Montrofe was heard with the earl of Argyle, anent fome
fpeeches alledged fpoken by Mr. John Steuart, for the
whilk he was execute ; how it followed that Argyle in-
texcepted fome letters which Montrofe had fent to the
king ; how himfelf with the lord Napier, the lairds of
Keir and Blackhall, were warded in Edinburgh ; how the
lord Sinclair brake up Montrofe’ trunks, and carried
letters to the eftates 3 how he is brought before the com-
mittee at Edinburgh; how he was more ftrictly over-
watched ; he and Napier, Ker and Blackhall, are fummon-
cd to the parliament as incendiaries and plotters ; how he
is counted one of the five incendiarics by aét of parliament
how he writes frae the caftle to the king, being in Edin-
burgh, a miflive of much importance; how he, Fraquair,
Keir, and Blackhall, were handled before the parliament ;
how they are fet at liberty ; how they are troubled as in-
cendiaries before the parliament, and continued ; how Mon-
trofe rode to the king, but had no prefence ; how he rode a-
gain to the king; and the intimation of his excommunication.
Montrofe by thir deeds, and diverfe others, was grievouﬂﬁ

vexe
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vexed by Argyle and the eftates, whereof he was the ring-

leader, and was forced to flee his native country to the
king’s majefty for redrefs; and after he had fhewn his

mind amply to the king, he thought wifely upon the fame,
and found thir eftates had made the marquis of Huntly fice
his native country likewife, and his haill loyal fubjeéts in

Scotland oppreft pitifully, under the pretext of religion,
which his majefty maintained, viz. the true proteftant reli-

gion, with his juft and facred authority ; the fundamental
laws and privileges of parliaments; and the peace and frce-
dom of the thralled {ubje¢t ; and confidered, if the mar-
quis of Huntly had come in to the eftates, and joined his
power with theirs, he was likely to lofe his authority
over this nation. The king having thought upon thir and
divers other grounds, made the earl of Montrofe marquis,

and gives him his letters patent to be lieutenant general of

Scotland, which gladly was accepted by Montrofe, and
faithfully profecuted, as in many places hereafter ye may

fee. The king furnithes him with about 1500 Irifhes,
byought up in Weft Flanders, expert foldiers, with a
year’s pay, amongft whom Alafter M¢Donald was a valiant
captain, born in the ifles (who had fled Argyle’s tyranny,
who had warded his father and two brethren, and took
their lands and poffeflions from them) a man refolved to re-

venge thir injuries againft Argyle, if he might, and gladly
took this occafion to hazard with the marquis of Montrofe
in this fervice, who was no lefs glad of his fervice and af=

fiftance. This mighty Montrofe having gotten the king’s
patent to go upon the covenanting rebels in Scotland, with
fire and {word, and either bring them under fubjection and

obedience, or otherwife deftroy them all, their lives, lands,

and goods; he, I fay, gives order to this Alafter M<Do-

nald to fhip his foldiers, and land them in Ardnamurchan,

an ifland belonging to Argyle, and deftroy his country, and

promifed to meet him in Scotland, and likewife gave order

to this captain of his carriage and travels while they met,

being confident that the king had fome good fubjeéts in

Scotland. M¢Denald takes the fea, and the 8th of July

Iands in the forefaid Ifle of Ardnamurchan, plunders the

haill goods and gear, Kills the inhabitants, and burfns

the
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the haill country, takesin a ftrong caftle, and mans the
fame with all provifion neceffary.

Thereafter he takes in another ifland and caftle thereof,
burns, kills and plunders all. Argyle now in £dinburgh,
and hearing and knowing of this bufinefs, haftily provides
fome parliament fhips, and fome of our own Scots fhips,
to keep the feas, that he fhould not efcapé, and himfelf
came in by land with an army, that he fhould not win
away that gate; but this wife and valiant ‘M<Donald,
hearing of this preparation, gives order to kecp thir two
ftrong caftles for his ufe, fyne fuddenly fhips and lands in
the Ifle of Sky, fafely marches therefrae into Kintail and
Abertarf, wrote to the committee of Murray then fit-
ting in Auldearn a charge, with a fiery crofs of timber,
whereof every point was {camed and burnt with fire, com~
manding all manner of men within that country to rife
and follow the king’s lieutenant the lord marquis of Man-
trofe, under the pain of fire and fword. The burgh of In-
vernefs was under great fear 5 but he palt by, and did no
wrang but took their meat, and marched into .Badenoch.
The committee of Murray haftily writes to the committee
of Aberdcen, and fends the fame fiery crofs to them, whiik
they kept ; iyne writes to the committee of Edinburgh,
who fent orders that Murray, Rofs, Caithnefs, and Suther-
land fhould be in arms, and that proclamation fhould be
made at the parifh kirks and mercat crofles within the
thires of Aberdeen and Banff, that all manner of men be-
twixt 6o and 16, horfe and foot, thould be in their beft arms,
and at their rendezvouz in Aberdeen, upon the r1th day of
Auguft, and that the fhires of Kincardine, Elgin and For-
res, thould have their rendezvouz likewife here the 14th
of Anguft. This proclamation was printed and publithed
diligently.

Here ye may fee the inbringing of thir committees were
to hold out the king ; for neither he nor none in his ma-
jelty’s name could light in any part of this country, but ad-
vertifements paft to raife all manner of men in arms, to main-
tain their covenant againft them that fought their over-
throw ; where I will ceafe while hereafter.

In the month of July queen Mary fhipped and paffed for
France, whiere fhe was royally entertained.

Bur-
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Upon the 24th of July, the lord Elcho and the lord Bur-
leigh returned to Aberdeen, to whom came the earl Mari-
{chal, the earl of Findlater, the vifcount of Arbuthnot, the
vifcount of Frendraught, the lord-Frafer, the lord Carne-
gie, with fundry barons and gentlemen, who held their
committees in Aberdeen, their time about; but the lord
Burleigh fat conftantly as prefident. Argyle, as he pro-
mifed, and was expeéted, came not to this committee. Mr.
James Baird, direted by the eftates, attended, who gave
no good counfel for the country, as was thought.

This famen 24th of July, there came in to thir committees
out of the fhires of Aberdeen, Banff, and Kincardine, cer~
tain gentlemen, who had fet caution, under greatf{ums, to
compear, for fic caufes as was to be laid to their charge ;
but fuch as were within the fhire of Banff were referred to

«the committee holden at Elgin, and fuch as were within the
fhiire of Aberdeen to the committee thereof, who fat upon
them only, sand the reft returned home to the committees
forefaid.

e Yeheard before how the lairds of Gight,-Haddo, with
fome others, were had to Edinburgh. The parliament be-
gins firft with Haddo, and John Logie his man ; accufing
Haddo for helping to take Patrick Lefly provoft, Mr. Ro-
bert Farquhar, Alexander and John Jaffrays, out of Aber-
deen, asyehaveheard before. Haddoanfwered, hewasthere
indeed, but did no wrong in taking thir men, they being
avowed incendiaries againit the king, factious and feditious -
both in burghand land. 2d, He was accufed for rifing
with the marquis of Huntly in arms againft the country;
he anfwered, Not fo, but again{t the king’s enemies. 3d,
He was accufed for the flaughter of Mr. James Stalker at
Turriff; as ye have heard before. This he denied fimplici-
ter. 4th, He was accufed for killing two men at his houfe
of Kelly, when the famen was befieged at the command
of the cftates; he anfwered, what he did was done in hig
own defence, againft his enemies, coming without the king’s
authority to opprefs him. He was accufed upon fundry o-
ther poiats ; fuch as were true he boldly confefled, and {fuch
as were falfe he' ftoutly denied. '

Then John Logie was accufed upon fome points; and
Vol. 1L, 4 ; after
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-after much trial and inquifition, the parliament referred
them both to underly the law before the juftice and his af-
feffors, viz. four nobles, four barons, and four burgefles,
who were adjoined to them ; where, after much plead of
law, they are referred to the trial of an affize, and Haddo
is conviéted, 1ft, For being at the taking of the provoft of
Aberdeen and the reft.  2d, Tor raifing of arms with the
marquis of Huntly againft the country. 3d, For killing of
-two {oldiers at his houfe of Kelly, and for fome other points,
as was faid. Inlike manner John Logie was convilt, and
‘both condemned to be beheaded at the crofs of Edinburgh,
awhilk convition the parliament immediately thereafter ap-
proved to be good and lawful, and therewith ordained him
to be forfeited as a traitor. It is faid the earl Marifchal la-
boured meikle for his life, but came no {peed, through the
‘malice of the kirk, the burrows and fome noblemen, which
made Marifchal the more cold in the good caufe, as ye may
hereafter hear. Haddo’s friends within the¢own defired
licence to convoy him to his death and burial, whilk the
'pariiament refufed, cxcept they grauted to give up a lift gf
fic friends as they would have, and the parliament to choole
out only fix of the number, upon condition that there
dhould be no fpeech betwixt Haddo and them, coming from
the tolbooth to the fcaffold, nor yet upon the fcaffold,
whilk was condefcended and kept. ‘The eftates directs the
provoft and baillies of Edinburgh to convoy kim and John
Logie, with a ftrong guard, to the fcaffold, and to attend
“the execution. Haddo prepared himfelf nobly for death,
and caufed make a {yde holland cloth fark, luckned at the
head, for his winding fheet. He had on his head a white
pearled mutch; hehad no coat, but a pair of black breeks,
white focks, and a pair of mools on his feet. Thusis lie
and John Logie brought to the fcaffold, with his fix fricnds,
rom the tolboeoth, guarded as faid is, upen the 19th of
July. Some of the town’s miniftérs came, defiring him
to confefs his fins before God, and to truft in his mercy.
Je anfwered, he did humbly confefs he was a grievous fin-
ner before God, and craved him mercy, and was aflured to
be faved by Jefus Chrift. Then one of the minifters cried
put to the people, faying, Haddo confefled bimfelf guilty in
. oy raifimg
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raifing of arms againft the country; but he anfwered,.
« Not fo; I confeffed myfelf a great finner againft God,.
but never tran{grefled againft the country, but againft fic
as were difloyal fubjeéts to the king; and what I did, I
thought good fervice.” ‘T'hen the haill minifters railed ou
pitifully againft him, whilk he patiently beheld, and defir-
ed to be relaxed from excommunication, after confeffion.
of his fins, now going to death. The minifters, with fome
little grudge, granted the fame, and loofed him upon the
fcaffold from the fentence. Then upon his knees he pray~
ed to God, and one of the minifters prayed for him; and
in the meantime while he is praying fervently in prayer with
God, they in his face caufed ftrike off John Logie’s head
molft cruelly and defpitefully. But Haddo was no whit ter—
rified at this fight, but conftantly continued in his prayer.
After John Logic’s desh, immediately there came up to
the fcaffold two heralds in their coat arms, one of them
having a paper in his hand; containing fome articles, and
likewife another paper, wherein his arms were painted and
@rawn. Then this herald with a loud voice cried cut be-
fore the people (whereof there were great multitndes ftand-
ing about the fcaffold) and read thefe articles. ¢ 1. The
parliament has found thee Sir John Gordon of Haddo,
worthy of death, and thy head to be ftriken from thy
thoulders. 2d, The.parliament declares thee John Gor-
don of Haddo to be a villain and traitor to the king and'to
the country, and therefore I here rive thy arms in thy own
face,” whilk he did indeed rive and rent, as ye thall hear.
The haill people {tanding befide, were aftonifhed at this
uncouth declaration out of an herald’s mouth, clad in his
coat of arms upon the fcaffold. None durft fay again{t the
parliament’s declaration, but moft part of the auditors
thonght it was wel! done, and Haddo deferved all. Then
the herald faid, 3. ¢ Thefe arms, which thy forebears
through their virtue has conqueft and won for their honour,
I declare, for thy treafon, never to be worn hereafter by
thy pofterity,” and with thefe words the herald in Had-
do’s own face rive Liis arms, and keift them over the {caf-
fold, whilk he patiently beheld, fitting on his knees all the
tine. 'The herald having ended, then he begins a little
TN fhort
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fhort prayer, and ends, faying, ¢ I recommend my foul to
God, and my fix children to his majefty’s care, for whofe
fake I die'this day.” 'Then he turns to the place of exec-
cution.  Theexecutioner craved him pardon to do his of-
fice ; he gives him out of his pocket a double angel, fay-
ing, ¢ do thy office, man,” and fhortly with a maiden he
was beheaded. The fix gentlemen'reccived his head with
woceful hearts, which with the corps was fhortly putin a
kift, as John Logie’s head was firft kifted, and both toge-
gether were convoyed to the Gray Friar kirk-yard, ‘and bu-
zied. Thus cnded this worfhipful gentleman, born down
by the burrows of Scotland, minifters of Edinburgl, and
parliament of this land, efpecially by the marquis of Ar-
gyle, the lord Balmerinoch, and the Kirk, becaufe he would
never {ubfcribe the covenant, but {toutly followed the king
in thir troublefome times, and lived and died a good protei-
tant. ; : :
It is true, the Jaffrays in Abérdeen, whom' as ye lieard
he fell in odds with, did himno good, but were the ground
of his death, as by the progrefs of that difcourfe herein {8
down, does appear ; and albeit the beginning of this bufi-
nefs was of finall value, vet it grew to a great height, and
incenfed the burrows mightily againft Haddo at his death,
and bred fome fafhery to the country before. However
this valiant worfhipful knight is done to:death after this
manner, to the great grief of his kin and friends, and of his
{ix children, now both fatherlefs and motherlefs, and but
young buirns alfo. The Jaffrays, through his death, fand
not themfelves the more {ecure, but held under continual
fear of his friends, as indeed they had juft reafon. And
albeit Haddo was an ancient baron, of a good eftate, and
fill a Joyal fubjeét to the king, hardy, ftout and bold in all
hazards, a friend to his friends, and terrible to his ene-
wmies, of a good life and converfation, temperate, moderate
and religious, loath antd unwilling fiill to give offence, and
as loath to take offence, and withal a good neighbour, lov-
ing and kind to his tenants and friends; yet thus he ended
neverthelefs, without authority or warrant from the king;
his life is taken from him, and his cftate forfeited, being a-
beut fourfco:e chalders of yearly rent; his houfe of Kelly
abufed,
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2bufed, his coftly plenifhing plundered, his girnels, where~-
in there was ninefcore chalders vi¢tual to the fore, for three
years rents, by foldiers taken; his corns, cattle, horfes,,
nolt, fheep, goods, and gear, whereof he had great abun-
dance, altogether plucked and reft frae him by mercilefs
rafcals and runnagqfc foldiers, fent down by the eftates of
our parliament upon his ground, without the king’s autho-
rity, and no. part of his eftate appointed by them to fuftain
his fix fatherlefs children, but fuftained (not according to
their birth) withfome friends in this country. Itis true, his
death was pitifully bemoaned and lamented,. and fome
thought it would not go unrevenged.

John and Alexander Gordons, fons to Gordon at
mill of Kelly, who were had over with him, were fet to
liberty thereafter.

Shortly after his deatk, the provoft of Dumfnes, called’
Sir James Maxwell, was headed likewife at the crofs of
Edinburgh, for receiving fome of the banders within.the
town ; a true king’s man; and hater of. his enemies, for
the which he fuffercd likewife death, as has been faid. = ~
# Now the parliament goes on again{t fir George Gordon
of Gight,and John Gordon his brother, who was alfo had
over with him to Edinburgh. He is acculcd upon divers
matters, but denies all 3 he is accufed upon the plundcrmrr
of Banff, whilk he demed except fome monies he receiv-
edin borrowmg, upon promlfe of reftitution.. It is referred
to his oath ;. he depones conform, and fubfcribes his depofi-
tion 3 they craftlly fummoned over wiinefles out of Banf to
prove him perjured, and thereby guilty of death; art laft
his procefs is continved to the 8tir of Junuary 1645, that
the parliament fhould fit down, through whilk delay he
efcaped prifon, as ye Lave hereafter.

Nathaniel Gordoun, coufin german to this laird of Gight, -
feeing him fo ftraitly handled, and Haddo done to the death,.
looked for.no better himfelf if he. happened to come in:
hands, for rifing with the marquis of Huntly, and being at’
the abufing of Montrofe, as ye have heard ; he thercfore
refolved to ftand out and defend himfelf 25 long as he could,
and waits upon St. James’ Fair, yearly holden at Elgin of

Marray,. the 24th of July, and having his coufin
¥y Lecith:
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Leith younger of Harthill, and fome few others of his
faltion in his company, he waited upon the coming of the
merchants of Dundee and Aberdeen to this fair, and reft
and fpoilzied the harmlefs merchants of about 14000 merks
of money, totheir great hurtand fkaith. But the fpoilzied
burgefles of Aberdeén came into the towr where the
committee was fitting for the time, dnd made an heavy
complaint upon  this oppreflion; whereupon they fent
out the Lord Gordon, with other partiés, to take the
faid Nathaniel Gordon and his complices ; but they re-
turned wanting their préy, and the honeft men gat no
amends,

About this time, captain Alexander Keith, brother to
the earl Marifchal, raifed an horfe troop, and Sir William
Forbes of Craigievar another horfe troop, to attend this
country ; but fore was Old Aberdeen oppreffed with the
firlt troop, which came upon the laft of July, had free
¢tarters two days, and cut down the green growing bear
10 their horfes ; pitiful to behold'!

Ye heard before of the down {itting of the committee
at Aberdeen. They go on, grievoufly fining the mar-
quis of Huntly’s friends within the fheriffdom, firch as came
in; and vpon the laft of July they fet out a proclamation
at the Crofs of Aberdeen, charging all fuch ds had not yet
come, within this fhire,tocompearyetuponthe 8th of Auguft
fext (whilk time they had moft gracioufly granted unto
them) otherwife they fhould be declared fugitives. Like
order was given to the fhire of Banff, to compear before
their committee holden at Elgin. In the mean time they
are curious in trying ilk man’s eftatein Aberdeen, and with-
in the fhire. ‘They brought with them blank letters of horn-
ing, raifed in the king’s name, without his knowledge, a-
ainft his loyal fubjects; they fill up their letters with fic
refponfal mens names as they tried out ; direts out mef-
{engers, and charges them to compear fic a certain day be-
fore their committees, under the pain of horning; both
burgh and land who was refponfal were charged, and their
names well given up in a roll to the officers, befides the
tetters; {uch as compeared were demanded before the com-
wittce what they would willingly lend to the public; if

; i ' they
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they offered fic fums as were agreeable to their eftate, and
found reafonable, then at the receipts of their monies there
was a band drawn up in fic debitors names, lord, baron,
or burgefs, as the creditor thought moft refponfal, con-
junttly and feverally, obliging them to pay to the creditor
fic a fum (blank and not filled up) whilk they had borrow-
ed frae the creditor, and whilk they had received in name
of the public, and obliged them to pay the fame fum blank
to the creditor, at what time the public received moneys
frae the parliament of England, or from the malignant pa-
pifts of Scotland, or from the excife. Now all thir bands are
made beforehand blank ; and when the money is delivered,
then the debitors name, the creditors name, and the fum,
with annual rent, is filled up; but no term of payment nor
date is contained in this band. This is the fecurity that ho-
neft men gat for their moneys, and they durft not fay a-
gainft, nor refufe the famen.  Sois his majefty’s loyal fub-
jeés goods and gear ftolen and-taken frae them, upon
feigned and fravdulent canfes.

2. If they compeared, and made not a gracious offer
to their contentment ; then the committee by the mouth of
the lord Burleigh their prefident, crdained them to pay fic
{ums as they thought good; and caufed charge them, un-
der the pain of horning, to make payment; fyne follow-
ed caption. ' !

3. If they compeared that were refponfal men, and yet
had no moneys befide them to lend out, then the commit-
tee prefently furnithed them monies upen their band of ret
payment, with the annuals at Martinmafs next, under fail-
zies 3 fyne gat the filler to themf{elves and the good caufe.

4. If they compeared not at all, then they were de-
nounced to the horn, by virtue of letters written in Edin-
burgh, and brought blank to Aberdeen, and filled up and
fubfcribed by Archibald marquis of Argyle, the lord Bur-
leigh, the lord Elcho, and by thefe letters they are de-
nounced to the horn for not lending fuch fums to the pub-
lic as were infert in the letters, under the hand of the faid
lord Burleigh ; and upon this horning, caption with all ri-
gour followed, by and attour the warding of their perfons
in the tolbooth of Aberdeen, while payment was made.

R AN , = It

’
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Tt wids reported that this was not extended to- thofe who
had a fofficient calling, and were worth Goco merks of
{tock allenarly.

There was alfo brought out of Edinburgh a number of
blank bonds fubfcribed by Argyle, Burleigh, Elcho, Pa~
trick Lefly provo{t of Aberdeen, and other three perfons;.
bound all conjunétly and feverally to pay the creditor, len-
der of money to the good caufe, fic fums as fhould be fill-
ed up in the fame by the prefident’s device. Hell never.
hatched fic pieces for wreck of the country, and that none
thould efcape. ;

Upon Sunday the 4th of Auguft, a thankfgiving in Old
Aberdeen; appointed by the committee of the kirk to be
through all Scotland for general Lefly’s vi¢tory over prince.
Rupert, as ye have heard before. = Our minifter. Mr. Wil-
liam Strachan declared out of pulpit,.that this victory was.
miraculous, wrought by the finger of God. None of the
people durft pray, but follow the minifter in their hearts,
neither did the minifter fit down . upon his knees when he
came to the pulpit, but diretly flood up to his praycr.
New in-come cuftoms! He prayed for the king, withing.
God to give him an heart to take his fubjects by the hand,
who were the workers of this great work of the reforma-
tion, and declared openly the goodnefs of the covenant be-
twixt us and England, and that we were obliged to help
our brethren, left they being overcome, we might be.over-
thrown alfo.

» Qur minifters are became prideful, and great railers out’
of pulpit, without refpet of perfons ; and fo rigorous in
their difcipline, that the people not bide their pridful beha.
viour, and none durfl find fault with their diforders.

Upon the oth of Auguft proclamation was made at the.
Crofs of Aberdeen, by found of trumpet, declaring the
caftles and houfes of Abergeldie, Aboyne, Drum, W hite-
houfe of Cromar, Aughterfoul, Schethin, Tibbertie, and.
divers other houfes (except Gight and Kelly, which the e-
ftates thought to be their own already) thir houfes by the
parliament were ordained to be caften down to the ground
neverthelefs it was the gracious good will of the gencral
cftates of Edinburgh, that.of any if their refponfal friends
; (who
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(who withed the faid houfes to be undemolifhed) would fet
caution before the committee at Aberdeen, under great
fums, within fix days after this proclamation, that none of

the country’s encmies-fhould be recept within them in all

time coming, that then they fhould not be caften down
but no friend came in to this'effe®, thinking verily it was
a fnare devifed-to draw gentlemen under failzies, and-fa
beheld this proclamation, and the eftates doings: both,

come what may come : yet it pleafed God that the houfes
weré not caften down, but yet {tand ftill ; ‘albeit it would
appear very ftrange how fubjeéts, without authority of 4
king, fhould fet down laws upon their fellow 1ub_16&3 for
deftroying the policy of the country.

Upon Sunday the 11th of Auguft our elders were cho-
fen in the kirk of St. Machar before the pulpit'; but Mr.
William Strachan our minifter, by himfelf and: without our
knowledge, had drawa up certain articles in write, which
He ‘caufed every elder to ftand wp and fwear to with his
hand holden up; and firft he took their oath, that they
fliould have morning and evening prayers in their houfes,
for example of the pariflhi to do the like. 2d, To rebuke
fin in general, and in particular profaners of the Sabbath-
day, fwearing, drinking, whoring, and fuch like, as occafion
offered.  3d, To keep themfelves free of fuch vice, and go
before the people in holinefs of life. © 4th, To attend the
feflion weekly, without a- great reafon ; and fome other ar-
ticles, which the elders and deacons wondered at, never
fecing the like before.  Yet they were man by man fworn
to the 'famen, fuppofe againft their wills ; and that the mi-
nifter and they baith knew that they were unable to keep
the forefaid oath ; yet fuch was the pride of our minifter,
to'charge mens confciences after his fantafy.

Upon the 14th of Auguft Forbes, tutor of Pitfligo,
brought John and Afexander Gordons, fons to Gor-
don at Mill of Kelly to Aberdeen from Edinburgh, who
were had there with umquhile Sir John Gordon of Haddo,
as ve have heard.

Upon the 15th of Auguft, Sir William Forbes of Crai-
gievar, rickmafter, went to the place of Harthill, and there
eruelly took the good wife, her bairns and fervants, :mg

molit
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moft inhumanly fhot them to the yetts, at command of our
committee of Aberdeen, as was thought (her huiband ly-
ing warded in the tolbooth of Edinburgh, without juft rea-
fon, thefe divers years bygone). Some thought this was
done becaufe her fon was with Nathaniel Gordon at the
taking of the merchants money, as ye have heard before ;
yet fhe wan to her own houfe again thereafter. i

Upon the 175th of Auguft, the lord Gordon coming to
Aberdeen, faw the Lord Crighton riding the fame way,
who went by and gave not a falutation, which was cvil man-
ners, and rode to Aberdeen. 'The lord Gordon took fome
ofence, and follows into the town; but the committee
takes prefently order therewith, and caufes ilk ane fet cau-
tion for keeping of the peace, whilk the eftates themfelves
were daily breaking.

About this time Thomas Boyes’ fhip, richly ladened witlr
Aberdecn’s goods, going for Holland, and worth 200,000
merks, was taken by an Irifh frigate, to the great hurt of
Aberdeen.

Upon Saturday the 15th of Auguft, about 11 hours at
even, Alexander Irvine of Kingcaufie coming quietly to
Aberdcen, (becaufe he could not ride upon daylight, for
being at the robbing of Montrofe, as ye have heard) Wil-
liam Forbes, natural fon to John Forbes of Lefly, happen-
ed to be coming out of Aberdeen going to Banchory, where
his father was dwelling, and met with him about the
Crabeftone, who would have taken him and had him per
force to Aberdeen, looking to get for him five thoufand
merks, conform to an ordinance of the eftates, that who
fhould take him fhould get the fame fum. Kingcaufie
being a fine gentleman, {corned to be tane with the like
of him, and under fpeaking this William Forbes fhoots
this gentleman dead with a piftol, and therewith firikes
him cruelly two firokes on the head. Thus is this brave
gentleman misfortunately murthered under filence of night,
(never winning to his arms to defend himfelf), for greed
of this gain, fet out by the cftates, without grouad of
godlinefs. = Many were forrowful at his death, being mar-
velloufly well beloved both in burgh and land ; he left be-
hind bim his dolourcus wife and five fatherlefs children.

Upon
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{pon themorn he is taken up and buried within the laird of
Drum’s Ifle in St. Nicholas’ church in New Aberdeen,
with great mourning and lamentation. This innocent
blood is no way punithed according to the law of God
and man, but is efteemed and publicly approved, as good
and loyal fervice, in manifeit contempt of our dreadful God
and the king’s law ; for upon the 21t of the faid month
of Auguft, four days immediately after the bloody mur-
ther, the faid William Forbes is avowedly broughtin be-
fore the committee of Aberdeen and found to be a volun-
teer in Sir William Forbes of Craigievar’s company of
troopers, and declared him to have done good fervice to
the public for murthering of this geatleman, for no other
reafon but becaufe he was at Montrole with his young
chief the Jaird of Drum, drawn there again{t his will, as
fome faid. For this fault the taking of his life is approved
_good fervice, and abfolved therefrae, like as the faid com-
inittee fent a trumpeter to the Crofs of Aberdeen, and by -
open proclamation abfolved him frae this murder freely,
and ordained 5000 merks to be lifted off his eftate, being
about 12 chalders victual, whereof 2000 merks fhould be
.:given to the malefactor, and 3000 to Craigievar, rickmafter,
.conform to an ordinance fet out by the general committee
.of eftates; likeas of new again he was declared thereafter
to have done good fervice, and to get his reward, {trictly
charging and commanding that no manner of man fhould
Apeak or fay againft the famen, but laudably. But the Lord
looked to their prefumptuous fins and bloodfhed 5 for in
Auguft 1645, the faid William Forbes being keeping his
father’s houfe of Licklyhead, fhooting a mufket, fhot his
-hand frae himfelf ; atoken that the Lord thought not this
innocent blood good fervice.

Ubpon the 17th of Auguft, the lord Elcho and his lieu-
tenant Arnot, left his regiment in Aberdeen, and the lord
Burleigh daily holding committecs, and haftily rode fouth ;
he returned not, but Arnot came again.

Upon the 19th of Auguft Alexander Irvine younger of
Drum, his lady, and her two gentlewomen, Robert Irvine
his brother, Mr. Alexander Irvine {on to John Irvine of
Artamford; and Robert Ivipe meflenger, came to Aber-

deen,
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'deen. They were convoyed out of Caithnefs from fhire
to thire, with a ftrong guard to Aberdeen ; with whom came
‘alfo Francis Sinclair all the way with 16 gentlemen in his
train. Theylodged that nightin {kipper Anderfon’s houfe
“with a flrong:guard,‘and might not.go fee the lady Drum
dwelling in the town ; they defired to {ee her, and to ftay
another night in Aberdeen to get clean linen, whilk was
refufed fimpliciter.  Upon the morn theyare all convoyed
~fouth,rexcept Robert Irvine, who gat liberty to bide at
home, becaufe it'was found that he followed them againft
this'will. They were all warded in the tolbooth of Edin-
burgh ; butthe faid Frangis Sinclair bade ftillin Aberdeen,
with-his own fervants, ‘to_get payment of 18,000 merks
for taking of ‘'young Drum, and gooo merks for his bro-
ther, -difhonourably acquired, and as evil paid, albeit or-
dained by the general committee.of eftates at Edinburgh to
have been paid. : :

Do&tor Guild, fully fet to deftroy the bifhop’s houfe,
upon the 3oth of Auguft-began to raife the pavement of the
hall and chamber, and to break down the great joifts and
ftately timber work, hewn dcors and windows, with-the
haill flates, -and caufed carry them down to the college.

«With the pavement he laid the floor.of the common fchool.
He took down the rigging ftones, corner ftones, with the
reft. Sundry thought that-he was not wife in doing the
fame. ;

Ye heard before of the incoming of the Irifhes, and pro-
clamations made at kirks and crofles, like thunder, 'as upon
the 26th of Auguft, all'manner of man betwixt 6o and 16
was charged to be in readinefs with their beft armour, and
whofo ‘wanted armour to be ferved in Aberdeen, where
there was lying 1coo mulkets, powder:and ball, brought
in before, as ye have heard, upon their band for reftitution,
or to pay 18 pound for the piece.

Upon the faid 26th of Auguft the townfhip of Aber-
deen was conveened within the Gray Friar kirk, where the
lord Burleigh made ‘a {pecch, defiring the lord provoft,
baillies and community, to {tand conftantly to the covenant
and work of reformation, and to defend our lives, wives,
and children, and goods, againft the Trith rebels and vaga-

’ bond
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bond people, who were come to deftroy our country. The
people heard his fpcech, whereof fome had fmall pleafnre,
thinking in their minds that this covenant and work of re-
formation had bred them great forrow, travel, and ex-
pences, for furnithing out men, money, horfes, arms, quar-
tering, and taxations, which they might well been free of,
if we had wanted this covenant and work of reformation,
and lived as our predeceffors had done, and likewifz had
been free of thir Irithes hanging over their heads. Others,
zealous of the good caufe, fhewed themfelves hardy and
ftout, albeit they had their own knelling confciences, and
did little good. = Burleigh having ended, they part all in
eace.

5 Now the committee of Aberdeen made the lord Gor-
don lieutenant general of the North, beginning at the burgh
of Aberdeen, having under his divifion betwixt Dee and
Don, and the haill thire of Aberdeen, fheriffdom of Banff,
and fome part of Murray; whereupon the lord Gordon
rides to Strathboggie, raifes his friends and followers, and
appointed his rendezvous to be at Kildrummy the 2d of
September, who conveened there about 3000 horfe and
foot; and there was fent to him out of Aberdeen about
300 mufkets to arm his naked foldiers, with powder,
match, and ball.

But lord Forbes, lord Frafer, and lord Crighton, could
on no wife with their friends and followers condefcend to
follow the lord Gordon as lieutenant in this bufinefs, and
came not to this meeting at Kildrummy, as he looked for;
but they plainly declared before the committee they would
follow no man butthe lord Forbes ; the lord Gordon hav-
ing conveened about 3000 mien as lieutenant at Kildrummy,
and feeing thir lords abfent, grudged therewith, and his
friends and followers not liking well the caufe, went ilk
ane a fundry gate, and left him lying at Kildrummie with
about 400 men that durft not go from him at this time.

The committee, loath to want the friend(hip of the For-
befles, Frazers, and Crightons, and their followers, choofes
the lord Forbes to be crowner, and they to follow him,
wherewith they were content ; ‘but the lord Gordon was
offended, fecing it touched him deeply in his honour, whilk

Vol. I, U made
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made him alfo grow cold in the fervice, as after does ap-
pear, and at the laft leftit fimpliciter, and joined with Mon-
trofe, as ye fhall hear hereafter.

The committee begins to difcufs the wealthy widows in
Aberdeen; and to borrow money from them upon band, as
well as frae the men.  As thir matters are in hand, excifes,
dinging down of caftles, borrowing of monies, taxations,
and other daily vexations, the committee gat fome other la-
bour ado fhortly, albeit they were fYill bufy; for upon
the 2d of September they caufed denounce to the horn 23
honeft refponfal burgefles of Aberdeen, for not lending of
fic monies as they themfelves fet down, whilk the honeft
men thought hard to obey, and upon this horning, cap-
tion was to be raifed, and their- perfons to be taken and
warded while payment was made, without law of God or
authority of the king. DBut this committee, givers out of
thir laws, gat other labour ado fhortly, and the honeft
men fome redrefs of this oppreflion, as hereafter does ap-

ear.

. Upon the 4th of September there was direct by the com-
mittee a proclamation to be made at the Crofs of Aberdeen,
by found of trumpet, declaring Francis Sinclair to have
made good and faithful fervice to the public, in raking of
Alexander Irvice younger of Drum, Robert Irvine his bre-
ther, Mr. Alexander Irvine and Robert Irvine meflenger,
and therefore ordained him to receive from the public
18000 merks for the faid Alexander Irvine younger ; and
gsooo merks for the faid Robert Irvine his brother, as a
remembrance of his fervice, conform to an aét given out
by the general committee at Edinburgh, ordaining fuch {uras
to be paid to the takers of thir perfons.

And as ye heard before, William Forbes was of new a-
gain declared to be good and loyal, for murdering of
Alexander Irvine of Kincaufie, and to get his reward for-
merly faid, ftri€tly charging and commanding that no man
fhould fpeak or fay againft thir perfons, but laudably to
praife and approve the famen, ir all piaces and conferences,
as occafion does offer, under great pain. Yet the godly had
their own thoughts.  Francis Sinclair gat no more at this
tinie but gooc merks for his unnarural fervice, whilk was
little enough te bear his expences home with 16 gent!emqfl

0
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of train. But behold the Lord’s doings! this William For-
bes in Auguft 1643, with fhooting a mufket, fhot his
right hand off, for all his good fervice.

About this time John lord Loudon, chancellor of Scot-
land, paft to Londonto fea.

Mr. Andrew Cant got 2 letter from Nathaniel Gordon,
whilk flyed him to the heart, and caufed him remove out
of the town, and bide while the marquis of Argyle’s com-
ing here

Mr. William Rait, one of our Oldiown baillics, brought
in a drill mafter to learn our poor bodies to handle their
arms, who had more need to hold the plough, and win their
living. The town was evil vexed ; it was divided in three
quarters, and ilk quarter went out with their baillies time
about, and began the 3d of Seprember. This gouked gyle
was begun by our baillie, to fhew his love to the good
caufe, being a main covenanter. ‘The town was forced to
pay their drill-mafter daily 24s. of fee, wherewith they
greatly grudged; but it lafted not long. 'The baiilies
brought out of Aberdeen 38 mulkets, upon band to reftore
or pay the value of them, done chiefly by this Mr. William
Rait.

Notwithftanding of thir fears and bufinefs, our com-
mittee fits daily in Aberdeen, Burleigh being prefident, and
following the wicked counfel of provoft Lefly, Mr. Alex-
ander Jaffray, Mr. Robert Farquhar, Mr. William Moir,
and other prime covenanters, and mortal encmies to the
king’s loyal fubjets in Aberdeen.

Ye heard before of imprinted proclamations fet out.
Now our committee of Aberdeen upon the 6th of Septein-
ber gives out order to the fheriffdoms of Aberdeen, Kin-
cardine and Banff, to have their rendezvous at Aberdeen,
horfe and foot, in their beft arms, upon the oth and 1cth
days of September next, and the (lieriff of Murray to bein
like manner here upon the 12th and 13th days of Septem-
ber; but none came out of Kincardine, nor out of Murray,
and few out of Banff. But fome principal men out of the
fhires of Aberdeen and Banff came as follows, viz. the
earl of Errol’s men in Buchan under the leading of James
Hay of Muiryfold, himfelf being but a bairn; the earl

U2 Marifchal’s
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Marifchal’s men in Buchan (but himfelf kept Dunnot-
ter) under the leading of Keith of Clachriochs
the earl of Kinghorn’s men of Belhelvie, under the lead-
ing of John Udny; the lord Forbes, the lord Frafer, the
lord Crighton, the tutor of Pitfligo, Alexander Keith,
brother to the earl Marifchal, with a horfe troop; Lewis
Gordon fon to the marquis, with a horfe troop (his brother
the lord Gordon being abfent) Sir William Forbes of Crai-
gievar, with an horfe troop 3 Sir William Forbes of Tol-
qukon, Thomas Forbzs of Watertown, Tohn Kennedy of
Kermuck, Ogilvie o Juyne, John Udny of that ilk,
Sir William Forbes of Monymufk, John Forbes of Lefly,
— Skene of thatilk, Forbes of Echt, Forbes
of Corfindae, Yorbes of Largie, Alexander Strachan
of Glenkindy, Thomas Erfkine of Balhaggertie, Baird
of Auchmedden, with their friends and followers ; diverfe
others alfo, out of the burgh of Banff, and countries there-
about came to this rendezvous, with the laird of Birkenbog.
Siklike the lord Burleigh and licutenant Arnot was in the
town with about geo0 of the Fife regiment ; but the earl
Marifchal with his Mearns men bade at home, and the lord
Gordon with his fricnds came not to this rendezvous, al-
ledging he had gotten wrong by the committce at Aberdeen,
in cheofing the lord Forbes to be colonel over fic perfons
as were under his divifion, as ye have heard before.

"Ye heard before of M‘Donald’s taking fervice with Mon-
trofe, his landing and progrefs with the Irithes, and what
order the eftates took in fetting forth proclamations. As
M<Donald marched in through Badenoch, M<Donald of
Keppach and his forces came willingly unto him, with di-
verfe others ; the tutor of Struan, with his friends and fol-
lowers, at his coming to Athol, came unto him; and here
likewife James marquis of Montrofz tryfted with this
M<Donald and Irithes. He came fecretly from Lngland,
accompanied only with Crowner Hay and Crowner Sib~
bald, as was {aid; and, clad in coat and trews, upon his
foot he came to Athol, where divers gentlemen of that
country met him, efpecially the Stuarts ot Athol, and of-
fered their fervice to him. The lord Kilpont came there,

with fome friends. This mighty marquis of 1\/Iontrolfc(i
cla
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clad now with the king’s commiflion-and authority, call-
ing now to mind the manifold injuries and oppreffions done
to him by the eftates, cfpecially by Argyle, fince the be-
ginning of this covenant,and relolving to revenge the king’s
quarrel and his own both, againft the king’s rebels and his
mortal cnemies, to the utmoft of his power (which indeed he
did after a miraculous manner in feveral battles, as ye {hall
heas, to the great fear and terrour of all Scotland) he
marches from Athol above St. Johnfton. The general
committee of eftates at Edinburgh, hearing of the Irith pro.
grefs, haflily raifes out of the fhires of Fife, Perth, and
Angus, an army of about 6co0 foot and 8oo horfe, with
expert officers and commanders, ammunition, powder, ball,
and four field pieces, to go upon thir Irithes. They were
well in order both horfe and foot ; they marci forward,
and upon Sunday the 1ft of September both pariics meet
upon a muir four miles beweft St. Johnfton, called Tib-
bermuir 3 but the lieutenant forefaid Montrofe, routed and
defeated their haill forces with great flaughter, killed 1300,
fome fay 1500 of their men, and took 8oo prifoners, whom
they made to ferve in their wars. They gat plenty of
arms, powder, all, their cannon, and fome horfe, bag and
baggage, with little lofs for themfelves. Lieutenant Mon-
trofe atchieved the victory with few men, not exceeding
3000 foot, with few or no horfemen at all, and with lofs
of fome, but not many men, and none of note except the
Tord Kilpent, who was by one of his own men, fuddenly
and unhappily flain, to the lientenant’s grief.  After this
confli¢t, - he upon the morn being Monday the 2d of Sep-
tember, takes in the burgh of St. Johnfton, with little
debate, and fmall blood. They plunder the town for
goods, monics, arms, ammunition, and fuch of their men
as they thought meet to ferve in the wars, with all the
horfe they could-get, whercof this lieutenant was fcarce,.

as I have faid. '
. After this bufinefs, divers gentlemen who had follow-
ed the marquis of Huntly, and had been at Montrofe, and
durft not be feen for fear of their lives, came to this lieu-
tenant, glad to hazard their lives and fortunes in his fer~
U3 vice,
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vice rather than to livein fic mifery,whereof Nathaniel Gor-
don was one, accompanied with about 30 well horfed gen-
tlemen, who were well received according to their worths.
See hereafter how he ftole away.

There came alfo in to him James eart of Airly, Alexan-
der lord Spynie, lord Duplin, Sir John Drummond,
brother to the lord Drummond, the laird of Fintray Gra-
ham, the laird of Inverquharitie, the lord of Ogil Ramfay,
the laird of Drumkilbo, two of the ear] of Airly’s fons,
Sir Thomas and Sir David Ogilvies, and divers others, and
as they came in the lieutenant caufed them fwear and
fubfcribe the king’s prerogative, and oath of allegiance.
Crowner Hay and Crowner Sibbald' came with Montrofe
from England. -

The committee of Aberdeen, hearing of thir troubles,
conveens the Fife regiment, lying in the country, and in:
Aberdeen, and fends for lieutenant Arnot, who came.
They fent for the foldiers lying in Auchmedden, Gight,,
Kelly, and Drum, and makes up about oo men, and fends
the committee money and beft gear to Dunnotter..

Upon Sunday the 8th of September, warning made at
our Oldtown kirk after forenoon’s fermon, that all manner
of men betwixt 6o and 16 within this parith (excepting fic
as is under the lord Gordon’s divifion) to be in readinefs.
the morn with 15 days loan, under the pain of death, ac-
cording to an ordinance of the committee, and this order
to be obferved through all the parifh churches within the
fhires of Kincardine, Banff, and Aberdeen; but little o~
bedience was given to thir untimely warnings.

In the mean time the lientenant comes through Angus
from St. Johnfton, and upon the 6th of September en-
camps near Dundee, where many of the country people
fled before his coming, and fome regiments came alfo,
whereby the town was ftrong enough. Neverthelefs the
lieutenant fummoned it to fuzrender, but they ftood out
foutly ; whereupon he lifts his camp, being now about
3000 foot and 160 horfe, befides baggage horfe. He
marches frae Dundee through the Mearns, writes a letter
to the earl Marifchal, now lying at Dunnotter, and in-
clofes within the {ame a letter written frae the king to him ;

) he
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he declared his intention was nowife to difturb the peace
of his majefty’s loyal fubjects, but to be againft the traitors
of the land, enemies to his royal prerogative ; and defired
him to rife, concur, and affift with him his majefty’s lica-
tenant, as he would be anfwerable upon his own peril.
Marifchal wroteback noanfwer, but fenthismind by words,,
and fyne fends in the lieutenant’s letters to the committee
at Aberdeen, fhowing his fidelity to the country; but he
lays ftill in Dunnotter when moft was ado.

Ye heard before of the incoming of the fhires of Banff
and Aberdeen; they were reckoned about 1500 foot,
and 300 troopers, and about 400 Fifemen and other dif=
perfed foldiers ; and both the towns of Aberdeen eftimate
to about 500 foot. They begin to watch the Bridge of
Dee, and makes fome fafeguards and fortifications to little
effet ; the town of Aberdeen choofes four captains for the
four quarters thereof, viz. Patrick Leily, younger fon to the
provoft, Alexander Lum{den, Alexander Burnett, and Tho-
mas Melvine, with other officers, and major Arthur For-
bes to be their chief leader ; and thus was our people be-
twixt 60 and 16 put to drilling in the Links, and carry-
ing of arms, and fent their wealth and committee monies
to Dunnotter to be kept. The lieutenant in the meantime
mifkens the bridge of Dee, and upon Wednefday the r1th
of September he croffed the water at the Mills of Drum,
and encamped about Crathes; but the lieutenant himfelf
fupped with the laird of Leys, together with his guard,
after he had fummoned him to furrender his houfe. He
did no harm, but took fome arms and horfe, and promifes
of fome men. Leys offered him gooo merks of money,,
which he nobly refufed.

As he is thus lying at Crathes, our army lyes at watch
all night in arms, and many town’s people and country
people fteal away for fear, whereupon proclamation was
given out, forbidding any to ftir frae the camp without or-
der, under the pain of death, and whofo happened to ap-
prehend and kill them in their flight, thould have sco
merks for his pains, whilk bred great fear, yet many did
hazard and ftole away frae the camp, albeit the ways
and bridges of Don and Dee was ftraitly watched day and
pight. '

' Upon



230 HISTORY OF THE

Upon Wednelday the 11th of September our army
marched out of the town to the Two Mile Crofs ; but u~
pon Thurfday they returned back to the town at night.

~ The enemy marches down Dee-fide, and comes that fa-
men night to that fame place of T'wo Mile Crofs, where
they fet down their camp.

Upon Friday the 13th of September, about 11 liours,
our armybegins to march out of the town. Lieutenant Mor-
trofe writes a letter to the provoft and baillies of Aber-
deen, fends a drummer to tuck a parley, and a com-
miffioner to deliver the letter, whilk bare 3 command and
charge to render the town to him as lieutenant to his ma-
Jefty, and in the king’s name, whereby he might have
peaceable entertainment to ufe his majefty’s proclamations,
and fic orders as he thought fit ; promifing affurance that
no more harm or prejudice fhould be done to the town,
but to take their entertainment that night; otherwife if they
would difobey, he defired them to remove old aged men,
women and children, out of the gate, and to ftand to their
peril.  This letter was delivered to the provoft; he con-
veens his council at the Bow Bridgein Alexander Findla-
ter’s houfe, where the lord Burleigh, the lieutenant Arnot,
Mr. James Baird, and fome others was. They caufed the
commiffioner and drummer drink heartily, and fends an
anfwer (by the way the drummer was unhappily flain)
Montrofe fand their anfwer was to ftand out and defend
themfelves to the uttermoft, and finding his drummer, a-
gainft the law of nations, moft inhumanly flain, he grew
mad and furious, and impatient, our army being upon their
march when he was flain, about 171 hours, towards the Juf~
tice Mills. At the receipt of whilk anfwer the lieutenant

-comes quickly, marching frae the Twa Mile Crofs to meet
us, charging his men to kill all, and pardon none.

Our cannon begins the play 3 our troopers purfues haf-
tily ; the enemy fhot their cannon, and defend ftoutly
alfo with mufketeers; the fight continues dutring the
fpace of two hours; at laft we take the flight, our troops
upon horfeback wan fafely away, except Sir William
Forbes of Craigievar, and John Forbes of Largie, who were-
taken prifoners. There was little flanghter in the fight 5.

, but
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but horrible was the flaughter in the flight flecing back to
the town, which was our townfmens deftrution ; where-
as if they had fled, and not come near the town, they
might have been in better fecurity, but being commanded
by Patrick Le(ly provoft o take the town, they were un=~
done. Yet himfelf and the prime covenanters being on
horfeback, wan away fafely. The lientenant follows the
chace into Aberdeen, his men hewing and cutting all man-
ner of men they could overtake within the town, upon the
ftreets, or in their houfes, or round about the town as our
men were flying, with broad fwords, without mercy or re-
mead. Thir cruel Irithes feeing a man well clad, would
firft tirr him to fave his cloaths unfpoiled, fyne kill the man.
We loft three piece of cannon with much good arinour, be-
fides the plundering of our town, houfes, merchants booths,
and all, which was pitiful to fee. ‘The Lord Burleigh, Mr.
Alexander Jaffray and his fons, Mr. Robert Farquhar, Wal-
ter Cochran, Mr. James Baird advocate in Edinburgh, and
diverfe other covenanters, wan away. Montrofe follows
the chafe into the town, leaving the body of his army
ftanding clofe unbroken while his return, excepting fuchas
fought the field. He had promifed them the plundering
of the town for their good fervice, but he fta-ed not, but
returned back from Aberdeen to the camp this famen Fris
day at night, leaving the Irifhes killing, robbing and plun-
dering of this town at their pleafure, and nothing was
heard bat pitiful howling, crying, and weeping and mourn-
ing through all the ftreets, Thus thir Irithes continued
Friday, Saturday, Sunday, and Monday. Some women
they prefled to deflower, and others they took per force to
ferve them in the camp. It is lamentable to hear how thir
Irithes, who had gotten the {poil of the town, did abufe
the fame, the men they killed they would not fuffer to be -
buried, but tirred their cloaths off them, {yne left the naked
bodies lying above the ground. The wife durft not cry
nor weep at her hufband’s flaughter before her eyes, nor
the daughter for the father, which if they did and were
heard, then they were prefently lain alfo.
As thir favage Irifhes are at this work, the liegtenant
& gave
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gave orders to the body of the army to march upon Sz~
turday the 14th of September (except fic Irithes as were
plundering the town and killing our men, which went not
with them) forwards to Kintore, Inverury, and Garioch.
Upon which Saturday the marquis of Montrofe comes in-
to the town, accompanied with James earl of Airly,the lord
Spynie, the lord Duplin, Sir John Drummond fon to the
ear] of Perth, Sir Thomas Ogilvie fon to the faid earl of
Airly, the laird of Fintray Graham, the laird of Inver-
quharitie, the laird of Ogil Ramfay, Sir Thomas Tyrie of
Drumkilbo, and divers others. He lodged in fkipper An-
derfon’s houfe (the army being removed, except fic as bade
behind plundering the town, as faid is)and firft he cavfed
put to liberty the haill prifoners out of the tolbooth, fome
of whom were put up for following the marquis of Huntly,
whereof John Gordon of Invermarkie, a brave gentleman,
was one ; Alexander Irvine of Lenturk, and Robert Ir-
vine meflenger ; others for debt, fic as Mr. William Chal-
mers of Blair and divers others ; about 30 perfons altoge-
ther, whereof doubtlefs thir gentlemen were moft glad,
and the faid John Gordon of Invermarkie, and divers o-
thers went to him to ferve him in his wars.

This being done, he caufes proclaim his majefty’s letters
patent at the crofs, being an ample lieutenantry, made and
granted to prince Rupert, general of his forces within the
kingdom of Scotland, and to James marquis of Montrofe
his lieutenant general, and to Sir Alexander MDonald,
Mc<Coll M¢Kittith, under him, captain of the Irith forces
in that fervice, for taking order with the infurreétion in that
kingdom, and bringing of the king’s fubjets ro their wont-
¢d obedience by fair means, or by fire and fword ; the pe-
nitent to be.pardoned, thc malignant outftanders to be
punithed with all rigour, and fo forth. But thir letters
patent were not paft our Scots feals. This was publifh-
ed, and an imprinted copy affixed upon the crofs ; there-
after another proclamation was made in the {aid lieutenant’s
own name, commanding and charging his majefty’s lieges
to come in, fwear and fubfcribe the oath of allegiance under
puin of fire and fword, whereof an printed copy was like-
wile affixed to the faid mercat crofs; likeas he intended

to
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to caufe publith the famen through all the parifhes at the
parith churches ; but he was interrupted by the coming
of Argyle hard at his heels, as may be feen hereafter.
Many who loved the king were glad at this news, others
of the covenant were no lefs. Thir things done, the lieu-
tenant ftays all night in fkipper Anderfon’s houfe, the
cruel Irithes killing and robbing all this while that he is
about this bufinefs. Sunday all day he ftays, but neither
preaching nor prayers was in any of the Aberdeens, becaufe
the minifters through guiltinefs of their confciences had
fled. This lieutenant was clad in coat and trews, as the
Trithes were clad ; ilk ane had in his cap or bonnet a rip
of oats, whilk was his fign, our town’s people began to wear
the like in their bonnets, and to knit them tothe knocks of
our yetts, but it was little fafeguard to us, albeit we ufed the
{ame for a protection.
Upon Monday the 16th of September, the foldiers who
had bidden behind rifling and fpoilzing of both Aber~
deens, were now charged by tuck of drum to remove and
follow the camp under the pain of death; and thereafter
himfelf began that day to march towards the camp lying
_about Kintore, Inverurie, Lefly, Liklyhead, and other parts
about, wafting and deftroying the country. He had his
two prifoners Sir William Forbes of Craigievar, and John
Forbes of Largie with him, of whom ye fhall hear more
hereafter. And albeit the lieutenant marched thus away,
yet the lord Spynie bade quictly behind in the town, who
was thereafter taken, as ye may hear, and many runnagate
Irithes bade behind, rifling and {poilzing the Old and
Newtowns pitifully, and none durlt bury the dead ; yea,
and I Taw two corps carried to their burial through the Old
Town with women only, and not 2 man amongft them, fo
that the naked corps lay unburied fo long as thir lymmars
were ungone to the camp, albeit the lientenant himfelf the
famen Monday before he went out of the town gave or-
ders to both Aberdeens to bury their dead, whilk they
did with great fear of their own lives. .
Here it is to be marked, that the night before this field
was foughten, our people faw the moon rife as red as blood,
wo hours before her time; and fiklike at the beginning of
this
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this battle there rofe a high and mighty wind out. of the
weft fouth-weft in the back of the enemy, and face of our
people, which was to our prejudice; thirdly, our town and
country people were all guided and ruled by covenanters
at this time, whilk ftayed the town from rendering to the
king’s lieutenant upon fic fair conditions, but the pride
of our magiftrates, covenanters, as faid is, would not yield,
whereupon followed blood and hardfhip baith, and many
honeft men brought to their grave through the evil coun-
fel, and wicked governance of thir malignant malignant

magiftrates.  Sic as, '

. Mr. Alexander Reid, advocate.

. Mr. Robert Reid, advocate.

. Robert Durward, burgefs of Aberdeen.
. Robert Ray, burgefs there.

Robert Harrow, maltman there.
Alexander Findlater, litfter there.
Alexander Jamefon, farmer there.

Geo. Fyfe, lax-fither there.

. John Camrell, mafter of fence there.
10. Robert Anderfon, taylor there.

11. Patrick Ker, officer there.

12. Robert Milne, miller there.

13. Gilbert Brock, officer there.

14. George Piper, wright there,

15. Andrew Lefly, webfter there.

16. John Warrack, webfter there.

17. James Innes in Old Aberdeen. ;
18. Wililam Barnett, taylor in Old Aberdeen,
19. John Nicolfon, fruitman there.

20. John Bodgie, merchant there.

21. William Murray, taylor there.

22. James Low, cordiner there.

23. James Ramfay, gunner there.

24. Alexander Panton, burgefs there,

25. Thomas Lindfay, taylor there.

26. William Galloway, cordiner there.

27. Thomas Steuart, cordiner there.

28. Thomas Webfter, piper there,

o= = R N
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. Peter Schewan, burgefs there.

. James Brayns, alias Altibra, there.

. John Douglas, taylor there.

. Andrew Davidfon, wright there.

. James Paterfon, wright there.

. Alex. Reid, fervitor to George Fﬂrqu'mr.
. Gilbert Adam, cordiner there

. Gilbert Wilfon, cooper there.

. Andrew Burnet, burgefs there.

. William Morifon, burgefs there.

. George Laing, taylor there.

. William Thomfon, taylor there.

. Jokn Bonner in Clerki{eat.

. James Hall, maltman in Aberdeen.

. William Rouft, webfter there.

. Alexander Robertfon, webfter there.
. Alex. Roberton, webfter there.

. Thomas Fiddes, laxfither there.

. Alexander Middleton, burgefs there.
. William Smith, webfter there.

. William Chriftie, cobler there.

. George Robertfon, {mith there.

. Alex. Mar, ftonelecader there.

. James Mar in Robflaw.

. William Kelman, webfter in Aberdeen.
. George Mar elder, there.

. George Mar younger, there.

. Charles Stephen, litfter there.

. Vice Thomfon, {cholar there.

. George Wood, hukfter there.

. Alexander Dawdfon, gardener there.
. William Cumming, laxfifher there.

Alexander Thomfon, maltman there.

. Samuel Meafon, burgefs there.

Meafon, his {on.

. Thomas Moir, webfter there.

. John Strachan, webfter there.

. George Auchinleck there.

. David Milne, poft there.

. John Calder, kail-feller there.
X
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Clark, brother to James Clark flater there..
. James"Home, {mith there.

. Robert Gordon, taylor there.

. Robert Anderfon, taylor there.

. Andrew Davidlon, tanner there.

. James Rob, drammer there.

. James Skene, cook there.

fervitor to Alexander Willox there.

. William May there. 2 '

. Thomas Steunart, cordiner there. .

. Geerge Cumming there.
H

~_town.

’ gThree men {lain to William Smith in Gilcom{-

Three men (lain to James Crookfhank of Nesw-
hills. ?

. William Auld at the bridge of Dee.
. 'Gilbert Strachan there.

. William Freeman there.

. James Davidfon, webfter in Aberdeen.
. Thomas Frafer, laxfifher there.,

. James Ord, ftabler there.

. George Black, taylor there.

. Andrew Torrie in Old Aberdeen.

. William Muir, Skinner there.

. Thomas Volum there.

. John M¢Konachie there.

. John Glenniein Aberdeen.

. John Law, webfter there.

Thir perfons were not covenanters, but harled out fore
againft their wills to fight againft the king’s lieutenant.

Befide
and f{und

‘{‘-bwn.-.

s whom there was alfo {lain of covenanters divers
ry other perfons. Sic as,
. Mr. Martthew Lum{den, baillie in Aberdeen,
. Thomas Barclay, taylor there.
. Peter Burry, burgefs there.
. William Innes, burgefs there.
Williain Ronald, merchant there.
6. Thomas
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. Thomas Robert{on, cordiner there.
. James Milne, faddler there.

. Thomas Burnett, merchant there.
. David Edie, burgefs there.

10. George Malchlet, couper there.
11. George Burnett, burgefs there.
12. John Burnett, burgefs there.

13. Andrew Rob, caufey maker there.
14. Thomas Buck, burgefs there.

15. John Downie, wright there.

16. Robert Lefly, maltman there.

17. Thomas Thomfon, burgefs there.

O 0~ O\

18. ;
18 ?There were three fervants flain to Arndrew
nd Burnet of Sheddockfley.

Thir people were townfinen, flain in the fight, and in
the flight, chiefly the day of the battle, and thereafter with-
out the town, about Juftice Mills, Forefter Hill, Shed-
dock(ley, and other parts of the freedom, and within thé
town, in their houfes, and on the caufey, indwellers within
the town and freedom thereof. There was alio ain fome
country people, and fome of the Fife regiment, butto Mon-
trofe there were few killed that came to our knowledge.

It may be clearly feen how our dread fovereign was -
forced to draw the {word to fupprefs his diffoyal fubjeéts,
who after he had granted our haill defires, was crofied by
fending in armies to England without his licence or avtho-
rity, yea and taking part with the enemies of that kingdomr
againft his royal majefty, and without any warrant of his
highnefs, and contrary to monarchical government, where-
upon heis forced to draw his fword, as {aid is, and many
of his good and loyal fubjeéts lofe their lives, drawn on in
fervice again{t him by the covenanters, forc againft their
wills,as may be {een in doleful Aberdeen, and before at Tib-
bermuir, at St. John{ton, and in England and Ireland alfo.

Ye heard before how lieutenant Montrofe marched cut
of Aberdeen ; upon Monday the 16th of September there
camein to him Gordon of Abergeldie, and Donald
Yarquharfon of Tulliegarmount, with divers other friends
and followers, all gentlemen diftreffed for favouring and

X2 following
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following the houfe of Huntly ; and he marched this Mo
day towards the camp lying at Inverury and country about.

In the meantime the marquis of Argyle is come to Bre-
chin, where divers meet him, f{uch as the earl Marifchal,
the lord Gordon (who lay quiet before) the lord Forbes,
the lord T'rafer, the lord Crighton, with divers others ba-
rons covenanters. ke was about 10 troops of horfe, hav-
ing his foot army following him; and be was conveyed
from Brechin to the place of Drum upon Tuefday the 17th
of September, where he ftayed that night.

Now as forrowful Aberdeen is lamenting their lofles
after Montrofe left the town, thinking to get no more vexa~
tion, there comes in upon the Wednefday and 18th of Sep-
tember thereafter certain of Argyle’s troops, with found
of trumpet, himfe!f being at. Drum; whereupon Patrick
Lefly provoeft, and Patrick Lefly his eldeft fon, Mr. Alex-
ander Jaffray and his fons, Mr. Robert Farquhar, Mr.
‘William Moir, Walter Cochran, Mr. Andrew Cant mini-
fter, and remanent covenanters of Aberdecn, the Lord
Burleigh, lieutenant Arnot, Mr. James Baird and others,
who fled the fight, came ilk ane after other in Aberdeen,
and crop the caufey bravely, but Mr. Andrew Cant came
from Edinburgh, as ye have before.

Upon this famen Wednefday and 18th of September
proclamations were made by the marquis of Argyle’s direc-
tion at the Crofs of Aberdeen, ,declaring the marquis of
Montrofe, his followers, aflifters and partakers, to be trai-
tors to religion, king and country, and who fhould bring
in Montrofe quick or dead, fhould have for his reward
20,000 pounds ; and fiklike the town’s people who for fear
of Montrofe had fled their houfes, were charged to return |
back again, and live in peace ; but they gat more troubles.
Some thonght this proclamation, given out by Argyle’s di-
re€tion againft the king’s licutenant general, clad with his
letters patent, was well ftrange to a fubjet to do againft
the king’s authority.

Upon Thur{day the 1gth of September, about 3 hours
afternoon, there came into Aberdeen three foot regiments
ont of Argyle, eftimate to 3000 men, one foot regiment
under the earl of Lathian, another foot regiment under th;

‘ lairg
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faird of Lares, and an horfe regiment under the earl of”
Dalhoufie, brought by Argyle out of England for this fer-.
vice againft Montrofe.

This multitude of people lived upon free quarters, a new:
grief to both towns; whereof there was quartered on
poor Old Aberdeen, Argyle’s own three regiments. The.
foldiers had their baggage carried, and craved nothing but
houfe room and fire ; but ilk captain with 12 genilemen
had free quarters fo long as the town had meat or drink for
two ordinaries; but the third ordinary they furnithed
themf{elves out of their own baggage and provifion, hav-
ing ftore of meat, nolt and fheep carried with them ; but the
firft night they drank out all the ftale ale in Old Aberdeen,,
and lived upon wort thereafter. It is faid the marquis of
Argyle had followed thir Irifhes who fled ont his country
about ten weeks time, but could never win within two
days and a half’s journey towards them, but now his foot.
army lying at Aberdeen was within half a days journey of
them, lying about Inverurie and the Garioch 3 and fo Ar-
gyle himfelf with his troops lying now at Drum, was with-
in like diftance to them, but little following was there now,,
ilk party herrying and deftroying the country wherever
they came, in their beftial, nolt, fheep, ky, vi¢tuals, and o~
ther goods, and in ﬁndmg their horfe troops and baggage.
horfe with corn, whereof the corns about both Aberdecns.
felt the fmart.

Upon Saturday the 21ft of September Old Aberdeen
was compelled to furnith 20 baggage horfe to follow Ar-
gyle’s three foot regiments, quartered in our town, who.
had lyen fince Thur{day afterncon till this Saturday, that
they began to march towards the place of Drum:and
the countries. about. They had captains and command-
ers with Argyle’s colours, which were black, and a yel-
low crofs going through them, bearing this motto, ¢ For re~
ligion, courntry, king and covenant.” Marvellous tofee Ar-
gyle, with his horfe troops and foot army, {o near-his cne~
my, and to ly ftill without purfuing of them {o long time..
However he takes refolution to fend half of his Argylc-;
men back to keep the country, and to keep the:other half
befide himfelf, whilk was fo dene

X 3 Licttenant.
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Lieutenant Montrofe lying at Kintore and Inverury, up-
on Monday the 16th of September, and hearing of Argyle’s
coming to Drum, juft upon the morn he begins to march
towards Speyfide, but could not win over the water, the
boats being drawn on the other fide, and Murray conveen-
ed in arms. Montrofe fees it was fo; he then draws him-
{elf towards the wood of Abernethie, and there lies ftill.
Argyle being at Drum, follows him the length of Strath-
boggie, and returns without more vaflalage, and the fumen
Saturday that his footmen went out of Aberdeen, being
the 21ft of September, he comes quietly to Aberdeen up-
on the night, with a few horfe. The earl of Lothian’s
regiment and laird of Lare’s regiment was lying in Aber~
deen before him, attending his fervice, for he had ftayed
two mights at the place of Drum before he went to Strath-
boggie, following Montrofe, and returned to Aberdeen as
I have faid. The earl of Findlater and divers country ba-
rons meethim at Aberdeen, contrair to the king’s lieutenant,
but Argyle was by our eftates made governor of Scotland,
with power to raife arms againft him, whilk was firange to
fee, under a monarchical king.

Now here by the way it is to be noted that upon the fa-
men Saturday that Argyle came to Aberdeen, the lord
Spynie biding bchind Montrofe, was taken and warded in
the tolbooth of Aberdeen, as ye heard before; and this Sa-
turday had to Edinburgh, where he was there warded a-
gain. He was convoyed fouth with Craigievar’s troop,
with whom Robert lord Burleigh, Mr. James Baird advo-
cate, John Denham commiffary general, and the reft went
alfo, refolving to hold no committee in Aberdecn more at
this time.

Sunday the 22d of September preaching'in both Aber-
deens by our minifters, who had now returned frae their
flight back to Aberdeen ; after the forenoon’s fermon,
Mr. William Strachan read out a paper, charging all man-
ner of men within this parifh to bring in their horfes of
40 pound price and above, againft the 26th of September
next, and-the lord Gordon’s regiment under his divifion
to.come in the fame day, but no obedience was given to thir
charges.

Sunday

:
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Sunday afternoon Argyle held a council of war ; Mon-
day the 23d of September he likewife held a council of
war ; where it is to be noted, that the earl Marifchal,
the lord Gordon, Forbes, Frafer, nor Crighton, nor none
other of the covenanting barons drew up their friends and
followers within the fheriffdoms of Kincardine, Aberdeen
or Banff, to follow and affift Argyle, as they were wont to
rife before in the beginning of this covenant.

Now after this council of war, Argyle goes to horfe,
and begins to march from Aberdeen, with the earl of Lo-
thian and laird of Lare’s two regiments, towards Strath-
‘boggie; and as he goes out, in comes the fame Monday to
Aberdeen, the laird of Buchannan’s regiment, about 8oo
foot; he ftayed allinight, and upon thc morn marches
after Argyle. But pitifully was both Aberdeens and the
country about plagued in furnifhing baggage-horfe to thir
haill regiments, as they daily came in, fo that no horfe was
left to bring in the fhorn corns to the cornyard, nor to
bring in aload of peats to the fire, nor a boll of vi¢tual to
live upon, but women carried upon their backs the ground "
malt frae the mills to be drink. So is this poor land vex-
ed and oppreft, befides their corns deftroyed with fervice-
horfe and baggage-horfe. :

Upon Wednefday immediately before Michaelmas and
the 25th of September, Mr. Robert Farquhar was chofen
provoft of Aberdeen, John Kay, Thomas Mortimer, Alex-
ander Jaffray and Patrick Leily younger were chofen bail-
lies for an year.

Argyle marches forward frae Aberdeen to Strathbog-
gie, with an army of horfe and foot, having the lord Gor-
don and his brother Lewis in his company, where he de-
ftroyed the haill Raws of Strathboggie, corn field lands,
outfight, infight, horfe and fheep, and all' other goods
they plundered whilk they could get, and it was faid the
lord Gordon beheld all, becaufe they would not rife and
follow him as their young chief. Stryla and Boyn were
fore wrecked, and when the army plundered Strathboggie,
then they lived upon the Enzie, herrying the country, and
deftroying the corns fo, that there was not four houfehold-
ers left of the name of Gordon dwelling there; but all had

fled,
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fled, and fome even alledged they went willingly to Mon-
trofe’ army, and likewife they deftroyed the corns and ‘bef-
tial of Strathaven, Auchindown, and other lands about,.
whilk made them alfo to break out. A wonderful unna-
turality in the lord Gordon, to fuffer his father’s lands and.
friends in his own fight to be thus wrecked and deftroyed
in his father’s abfence!

Upon Sunday the 2gth of September, a faft was kept
through the prefbytery of Aberdeen, appointed by the bre-
thren and moderator thereof to be kept on that Sunday,.
and upon Sunday next thereafter following, whilk was
folemnly kept both days for the fins of the land, which
was juft, but no repentance for the main mother-fin,
whilk was the change of government both in church and
policy within the land, and bringing in a reformation,
whereof the kirk was a wicked inftrument, mifregarding
the king’s authority in their prepofterous zeal, which was
backed by the pretended eftates, by raifing of arms, and.
{ending to England againft our dread {overeign, after he
had granted us all our will. ‘There was no repentance
neither for our rebellion in thir parts, but thought all good.
fervice for our pretended work of reformation, whereby
moft juftly the fword was drawn and brought in amongft
us, yet the people, through the main trefpaffes of the paf-
tors and eftates, is drawn from their work in height of har-
veft to thir feigned faftings, with four hours do&rine to
ilk fermon, whereby they were fore wearied and vexed, and
the great God looking down upon their hypocritical hu-
miliations, by all appearance not well pleafed, nor duly wor-
fhipped.

Upon the firlt Sunday’s faft, Mr. William Strachan after
fermon, in Argyle’s name, warned the lord Gordon’s
troopers within the parith of Old St. Machar to compear
in Aberdeen upon the 8th of October next, bringing with
them an faddle horfe, worth one hundred merks, and a
baggage horfe worth 4o merks, under great pains. Strange
to fee {ic charges given out, except in the king’s name, but
Iitile obedience was given to thir charges, neither was this
faft nniverfal through all Scotland, but only within the pref=
bytery of Aberdeen; fuch was the fincerity of our arch-
puritang.

Ye
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Ye heard before how Argyle’s foot army marched frae
Aberdeen to the lands of Drum. Himfelf with his horfe
troops having removed before their coming towards Strath-
boggie, albeit he had ftayed two nights before he removed,
eating and deftroying the corns and beftial with his troop-
ers. Now his foot army began where he left off, cutted
down the pleafint garden planting to be huts, deftroyed
the corns, and left not a four-footed beaft in the lands of
Dram, Cromar, Auchterfoul, Aboyne, Abergeldie, and
eountry about, fyne the one half went to Athol home
to Argyle, and the other half baid upon their mafters fer-
vice, who as ye have heard was marched to Strathboggie,
deftroying that country, the Enzie, Strath Ifla, and Boyny
and not minting to follow the enemy, lying in the wood of
Abernethie, as ye have heard. '

Upon Sunday the 6th of O¢tober, faft was kept through-
out the bounds of our Prefbytery of Aberdeen, by ordina~
tion of the moderator thereof, and his puritan brethren, and
nct kept elfewhere. The people was continually vexed
with fafting and prayer, but our paftors never urged re-
pentaace for the mother-fin in bringing in alteration of re-
ligion, which they cailed reformation, nor repentance for
change of ftate government, and raifing of arms and fend-
ing into England againft the king’s authority, nor the fhed-
ding of fo much innocent blood through the accafion there-
of, done by hjs lieutenant Montrofe ; there isno repen-
tance made hereof, but thought all good fervice, yea and
the people urged and compelled to give thank{giving for
fuch viétories as were had againft the king, but no thaakf~
giving for fuch vi€tories as he had obtained over his enemies.

Thus is this land pitfully vexed and bora down, both
by ftate government and church minifters, woeful fire-
brands and wicked infiruments frae the beginning, who
now takes to heart their own fears.

Ye heard how Montrofe marched frae Kintore and Ia=
verurie towards Speyfide upon the 18th of September ; an
feeing the Murray men in arms, who had drawn the boats
that they could not get over, he gues to the wood of Aber-
nethie, where he fojourns, taking his living off of the coun-
try, as Argyle was deftroying the lands of Strathboggie,
Enzie, Strath Ifla, and Boyn, as is before faid,

Upen
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Upon the 275th of September Argyle mufters his men at
the Bog of Gight, who of foot and horfe were eftimate a-
bout 4000 men ; but never moved to follow the enemy ly-
ing all this while in the wood of Abernethie, not 20 miles
frac his army. )

Montrofe feeing he is not followed by Argyle, leaves the
wood of Aberrethie and to the wood of Rothiemurcus goes
he fafely, and there remains a while; from that he marches
to the head of Strath{pey, through Badenoch, and through
Athol, where many of thefe countries meet him an | follow-
ed him, and round about comes he again into Angus,
where it is faid he raifed fome fire about Coup.r of Angus,
of lands pertaining to *he lord Coupar, an arch covenanter,
and brother to the lord Balimerinoch. He marches to the
place of Dun, where the burgeffes of Montrofe and coun-
try people had put in their beft goods for fafety, being a
ftrong houfe, and himfelf a {trong covenanter ; but Mon-
trofe takes in this houfe, and plunders the whole goods
and arms; amonglt the reft he takes four brazen ficld-
pieces, whilk pertained to the marquis of Huntly, and was
loft at the bridge of Dee at the beginning of thir troubles,
as ye have heard. ;

As Montrofe is marching through Athol, Sir Alexander
M<Donald leaves him, and takes fome Irithes with his
favour for foms bufinefs, and returned not back to Mon-
trofe till near the end of November, as ye fhall hear.
However Montrofe had conqueft many friends guietly in
Angus, befides the earl of Airly, and his two fens Sir Tho-
mas and Sir David Ogilvies, with fome other barons, who
ftiil were in his company, marching with a fleecing army,
where I will leave Montrofe in Angus a while till Argyle
overtake him if he can.

The marquis of Argyle hearing, where he and hisarmy
was lying at the Bog, that Montrofe had left the wood of
Rothiemurcus, and fled to the mountains,, he then takes
courage to follow, where he might have had him nearer
hand, ifhe had been willed, as ye have heard hefore. He
croffes Spey, and fends his foot army up the porth-fide of
Strathfpey, and met him again. The Murray people were
glad to be free of thir footmen, for fear of plundering

and
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and oppreflion, and had drawn their boats, and guarded
their fords in fuch fort, as neither Montrofe uor Argyle’s
army wan there, for the which they were much to be coin-
mended in refpe&t of other countries that were oppreft.

Argyle pafles to Forres, where the earl of Suiherland,
the lord Lovat, the laird of Dalnagown, the theriff of Mur-
ray, the laird of Innes, the laird of Piufcarden, and divers
others, above 1000 were, aud held a committee in For-
res ; but the earl of Seaforth was gone from this com-
mittee before Argyle came, and it was thought that he and
{ome others had correfpondence privately with Montrofe,
while as he was lying in the wood of yberncthie. Argyle
marches frae Forres, and the committee diffolves, and there
follows him 7 or. 8 horle troops, herrying and deftroying
the country. He comes to Invernefs, and gives order to
two foot regiments, one under the laird of Buchannan, and
the other under the laird of Lares, to ly there in garrifon.

From Invernefs he marches to Badenoch, and hearing
that fome country people had gone in to Montrofe’s fer-
vice, he left nothing in that country undeftroyed, no not a
four footed beaft, corns or others. His foot army meet
him here in Badenoch, who were bufy at this work ; frae
this he paffes in through Athol, and deftroys the famen
country in like manner, becaufe fome of that country fol-
lowed Montrofe. Trom Athol he comes to Angus and
Mearns, ftill following Montrofe, where I will leave them
both for a while.

Ye heard before of Montrofe coming to Angus with
his flying army. Word now comes to Aberdeen, where

.a committee was holden by the earl and divers barons, in

the tolbooth, upon the 1oth of O&ober, and an imprint-
ed act was fet out, thowing that they having intelligence of
the enemy’s marching towards them in all hoftile manner,
therefore ordained all of what{oever age, et or quality, who
had horfes of 4o pounds price or above, that they put out
the famen, with riders armed and furnithed, and to make
their rendezvous at the bridge of Dee the 14th of Oétober
inftant, by 10 o’clock, with certification to them that fhall
fail, ilk landed man fhall be punifhed in 1000 pounds, ilk
gentleman in §oo pounds, and ilk hufbandman in goo

merks,
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merks, by and attour confifcation of their horfes, feeing
the general major is attending the rendezvous, and the mar-
quis is alfo attending with the foot., "The publication to
be expede by the moderators of ilk prefbytery, and ilk
minifler to advertife ilk man within his parifh, and out of
their pulpits, upon Sunday. This a& was fubfcribed by
the earl Marifchal, in prefence of the commitee.

Now the haill minifters goes to wairk in publifhing of
this a&t; and our minifter, Mr. William Strachan, after
fermon, read it out of the pulpit, but no obedience was gi-
ven to this a& ; for both burgh and land was under fic
fear, that they would not rife againft Montrofe and the Irith-
es; and many men and women, with their young children
carried on womens backs, fled the town of Aberdeen
(there having fallen the famen Sunday there a ftorm of
{foow) howling, lamenting and crying, not knowing where
to go for fafety of their lives, whilk was pitiful to behold.
But their fear was more than needed ; for they all return-~
ed back to their houfes in peace fhortly, for that Montrofe
came not back to Aberdeen, as ye may hereafter hear.

Upon the 15th of O¢tober Sir William Forbes of Crai-
gievar and John Forbes of Largie came to Aberdeen.
Montrofe upon their parole gave them liberty, being both
his prifeners, as ye have heard, upon condition (as is faid)
that Craigievar fhould purchafe the young laird of Drum
and his brother their liberty at the cftates hands, out of the
tolbooth of Edinburgh, for the freedom of himfelf and the
£3id John Forbes, or otherwife that they fhould both re-
turn back to Montrofe, as his prifoners, before the firft of
November; and if it happened Montrofe to be overcome

+ in battle before that day, that they were then to be free of
their parole in backcoming to him. However, they came
to Aberdeen, carried themfelves calmly, and came not near
the committees then fitting in Aberdeen ; and Montrofe
was admired for his noble dealing, for letting go fuch a prime
man as Craigievar, upon his bare parole. d

.General major Ramfay over the horfe troops, appoint-
ed by the cftates, lying in Aberdeen and country about,
and brought here by Argyle, at the day appointed by the

committee forefaid, had his rendczvous at the bridge of
' Dee,
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Dee, with his own horfe troops, But no troopers came ount
of this country to this meeting, except three troops under
lord Gordon, and a troop under Mr. Alexander Keith,
brother to the earl Marifchal. Ramfay and his troops de-
{troyed the country and corns, and his eatertainment wa
brought daily out of Aberdeen to him, for the whilk he
did no Kind of fervice but wrecking of the country; yet
our minifters are crying out again{t his enemies, and pray
ing for him earneftly; but Montrofe beguiled him, as ye
may fee hereafter.

Upon Tuefday the 15th of Ottober, the earl Marifcha)
camein frae Dunnotter to Aberdeen, and held a committee,
having the lord Frafer, fome barons, and the provoft with
him.

The famen Tuefday our provincial affembly fat down,
and was prorogate to the 1gth of November, in refpeét of
thir troubles.

The fald Tuefday there came frae the fouth to Aber-
deen, under lieutenant colonel Hamilton, 8 troops, where-
6f one was quartered in Old Aberdeen. They fupped that
night, and dined upon the morn, {yne rode to the bridge
of Dee, but the corns were eaten up and pxtxfully deftroy-
ed by their horfe.

In the mean time, drums tucked, chargmg the town of
Aberdeen to be in arms for a foot guard to thir troopers
at the faid bridge of Dec, but never a townfman would ftir.

The faid Tue(day there was brought in before the com-
mittee captain Ellis and another of Montrofe’ fcout watches
upon Dee-fide. Marifchal caufed confine them in lodg-
ings, and not in the tolbooth, and at laft they gat liberty.
There was likewife tane 8 Irifhes or Highlaaders of Mon-
trofe’ men ; they were all warded in the tolbooth, but they
brake ward by a ﬁrange flight, and wan away upon the
4th of November by an iron, whereby they made a hole in
the wall of the high tolbooth, and wan all down upon
planks, except one who was taken.

Ye heard before how I left Montrofe in Angus, where
he purchafed many friendss He marches through the
Mearns; and contrary to our troops expetation, he crofles
the water of Deeat the Mills of Drum upon Thur{day the

Vol. IL Y 17th
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17th of Oétober, with his hzill army, fafe and found, we
haviag lain watching the bridge of Dee foolifhly, with a-
bont 14 troops, living idly, deftroying the country .and
their corns pitifully.

Now Montrofe marches forward (whereat our fleeing
people from Aberdeen rejoiced and returced back to their
houfes) and came by Crathes, where it is faid the laird of
Leys gave cntertainment to Montrofe. He then began to
raife fire upon the covenanters lands, whilk before he had
not donein this country ; and firft he burnt the Kirktown
of Echt, and his haill barony (except only two ploughs)
houfes, biggings, and the haill cornyards pertaining to his
grounds, and plundered the haill horfe, nolt, fheep, and
ky belong to.his barony. Marifchal being in Aberdeen,
and hearing of this, fhortly rides to Dunnotter upon the
morn be'ng the 18th of Otober, and there lies he.

Upon Triday the forefaid 18th of C&ober Montrofe
buint the place of Pittodrie and Dorlethen, with four
ploughs of corns whilk he had in Mains, and plundered his
haill g goods and gear.  Heburnt the rich corn yards of Mu-
challs pertaining to lord Andrew Frafer, and fpoilzied his
grourid, as a prime covenanter, as the reft was, Upon Sa-
ard: lay the 1gth of .O&ober he dined in Monymufk with
the lady (the laird bemg abfent) and upon-fair conditions
he fpared him at this time. Sunday he marches forwards,
and gat {fome beftial, nolt, and fheep for fultaining of his
army, and that famen day marched to Strathboggie, where
I will leave him a while, and return to Argyle.

Ye heard how Argyle had ftill followed Montrofe, and
that he was come to Angus ; but before his coming Mon-
trofe had croffed the water of Dee, as ye have heard upon
the 17th of Oécber, and Argyle came to Dunnotter,
where himf{elf ftays, his foldiers lying in the fields. Upon
the morn he marches frae Dunnotter to Aberdeen; his
army was eftimate to two theufand foot, whereof there was
a thoufand of his own Argyle men. He had feven horfe
troops, by and attour 14 horfe troops lying in the coun-
try before him. Both Aberdecns and corn field lands
were wrecked with their quartering and fuftaining of their
horfes.
o Tri'ay
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Friday the 25th of O&ober-his foot army marches from
Aberdeen to Kintore and Inverurie, in the morning, and
about two afternoon himfelf follows with his troops, and
ftayed in Kintore all night. Upon the morn he marches
towards Inverurie, ftayed that night, and heard devotion.
Upon Sunday the earl of Lothian’s regiment came alfo to
Inverurie to Argyle. Itis to be marked, that neither the
earl Marifchal nor the lord Gordon were here with Ar-
gyle, nor any within the fheriffdom of Angus, Kincardine,
Aberdeen, or Banff, would rife with him, fic was their fear
of Montrofe. Argyle riding through the Oldtown, left
direétion with their baillies to take order with any foldiers
biding behind them in their town, conform to the whilk
they took about 16 rafcals opprefling the town. They.are
all difarmed, fome of them being hurt, and warded. Ar-
gyle being advertifed, it is thought good fervice, and thefe
rafcals tranfported to the tolbooth of Aberdeen at his
command by the Oldtown men, and {fo we were quit of
their fathery, while Argyle gave orders for their freedom.
‘This was about the 26th of O&ober, whilk day alfo
Charles Gordon, the marquis’s fon, returned back to the
{chools in Aberdeen. I leave Argyle with his army lying
at Inverurie and other places till afterwards.

Upon Sunday the 27th of O&tober, and Wednefday
thereafter, a faft was precifely kept in both Aberdeens, and:
appointed to be kept through all the churches of Scotland,
by order of the committee "of the general aflembly ﬁtting
in Edinburgh, and imprinted, whilk was publickly rcad out
of pulpit here, bearing divers reafons for keeping this faft.
1. The flownefs of onm-going in the work of reforma-
tion. 2. The gricvous {ins of our army under the mar-
quis of Argyle. 3d, The rupture betwixt the king and
his fubjefts. 4th, Some mifcontentment amongft the mi<
niftry themfelves.  sth, The innocent blood and grievous
oppreffion of the land, with fome other reafons ; but there
was no word of fafting and praying, as moft juftly we '
fhould, for inbringing of change and alteraticn both in
church and policy, againft eftablithed laws and the king’s
royal authority, and compelling him by force of arms, to
yield to our Scots opinion, at leaft drawing him in to our

X2 parliament:
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patliament of Scotland to grant our haill defires ; and not
content with this, but we would fend in armies into Eng-,
land to affift the rebels there, againft the king, while Eng-
land fhould have like liberty granted to them both in
church and policy ; nor was there word of the innocent
blood daily fhed fince the beginning of this reformation,
nor of the men and monies, horfe and arms, levy monics
and loan monies, and divers other oppreflions laid npon
the fhoulders of his majefty’s dear and loyal fubjeéts,
for raifing of their armies to go into England ; the griev-
ous offending of the king, the queen, their offspring,
their true friends and followers, by fundiy incomparable
ways. 'Thir fins, with many more, is never touched nor
repented of in our folemn fafting days, but generally the
dins of the land, wherewith the Lord of juftice and mercy
{eemed not to be well content, as would appear by the pro-
grefs of this hiftory.

Upon the 12th of O&ober general Lefly took in the
town of Newcaftle, and plundered the fame ; took divers
prifoners, both Englifh and Scots. The mayor and § Eng-
lifhmen were fent to London, to be judged by the Englifh
parliament, according to their laws; like as the earl of
Crawford, and lord Ray, and {fome others, were taken there
alfo, and the lord Ogilvy taken elfewhere, who are fent into

“Edinburgh, and warded, there to abide trial conform to our
Scots laws, as ye may hereafter fee. The lord Maxwell
was alfo taken at Newcaltle ; and with this vitory the peft
came to Edinburgh.

Ye heard 'before how the marquis of Newcaftle and ge-
neral King had fled the fiege of York. It was now re-
ported, that they went away to Germany, and other parts,
for men and money to the King’s fervice.

* Ye hcard before how Montrofe marched towards Strath-

‘boggie, where he remained while Sunday the 27th of Cc-
tober ; but hearing of Argyle’s coming, he removed that
day frae Strathboggie, and came to the wood of Fyvie, a
place very advantageous for him againt fic a puiffant army
following Argyle ; and he being the weaker, in wanting
Alexander M¢Donald with his Irithes, who went from him,
as ye have heard before. However, he took in the place
of I'yvie, and took fome victual which he found girnelled
there,
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there, as likewife in the place of Towie Barclay, wherex
on his army was well fuftained during his abode there ;
where I will let him ly while hereafter, and return back to
Argyle, whom I left at Inverury, as ye have heard. ]
Upon Sunday the 27th of O&tober, and upon Monday
thereafter he marches frae Inverury hard to the wood of
Fyvie, or near by the fame, where he had learned Mon-
trofe was lying. There was hot fkirmifhing betwixt. the
troopers purfuing the wood, and Montrofe manfully de-
fending his few forces againft fuch a multitude of horfe
and men. Helikea fkilful captain ifTues out of the wood,
and returned back again, and did great fkaith that day,
where captain Alexander Keith, brother to the earl Ma-.
rifchal, was al{o flain, and fundry others to Argyle. Tuef-
day and Wednefday hot fkirmifhing, with lictle lofs to
Montrofe, and daily flaughter to Argyle’s troopers, and
many hurt, who were brought into Aberdeen for cure.
Argyle feeing this fervice, and could not help himfelf, now
lying, as T have f{aid, near the wood, with his army above
the famen at Rothie, Auchterlefs, and country about, un-
able fo fuftain fo great an army, albeit they left nothing
they could get, whercupon he flits his camp two miles frae
Fyvie to Crichie. Montrofe fecing him march fo far off}
upon the morn being Wednefday, and penult of O&ober,
upon fair day-light, marches nobly through Fyvie and the
wood thereof to Turriff, whilk was plundered, and the
place of Rothemay alfo, and to Strathbeggie goes he, takes
advantage of the yards and yard dykesand biggings there-
about, and there lyes he. Is not this a matter admirable,
how this valiant nobleman, with fo few men, not paffing
1800 foot and horfe, befides baggage horfe, as was faid,
and wanting the help of captain Alexander M<Donald with
fic Irithes as he had with him, could have fo efcaped from
this wood, where he could not long laft, frae the hands of
his enemies, being about 14 troops and above 2000 foot ?
a matter marvellous, and wrought by God’s own finger,
as would appear !
Argyle hearing of Montrofe’s march, upon the morn
being Thurfday, and laft of O&ober, he lifts his camp,
~and marghes hard after him, and encamps atTullochbeg up-
‘»‘ W 3 on
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-on Saturday the 2d of November, and on Sunday hot fkir-
mithing, with little blood to Montrofe.

As Argyle and Montrofe is very bufy at this fervice, Sir
‘William Forbes of Craigievar and John Forbes of Largie,
according to their promife, as ye heard before, returned
both to Montrofe, now lying at Strathboggie, and declared
-they were unable to keep condition, and therefore were re-
turned back to him to remain his prifoners. Montrofe
-gracioufly received them, not thinking on deceit. How-
ever this Sir William Forbes convoys himfelf frae Mon-
trofe, accompanied with major Nathaniel Gordon, and
fomme, two' or three commanders, and goes to Argyle’s
camp, who was: glad of their coming, promifing all favour
he could, and to get major.Gordon’s peace, as he who was.
thought to be the fole convoyer of Craigievar from Mon-
trofe; but herein was deep policy, as hereafter does ap-
pear. Montrofe miffing Craigievar, was highly offended,
and {peared at John Forbes of Largie, whom he left be-
‘hind him, what he knew of his removing ? he anfwered, he
knew nothing; and being demanded, if he would fteal a-
way alfo, he faid he would rather die before he did it.
‘Then Montrofe anfwers nobly, ¢« Then, fir, I give you free
liberty to go, upon your parole to return when I {end for
you, and no otherwife.”” The gentleman thanked him
beartily, and fo with fair play recovered his liberty.  Di-
vers thought Craigievar was not wife in purchafing his li-
berty after fuch an unfeemly way, thinking he had no dif~
honour to keep captivity, nor could the eftates but efteem
of him unworthily; but now coming away, he left a fair
quarrel to Montrofe to purfue after him, his lands and
goods; whereas if he had bidden with him prifoner, he
would have been free of this fear.. He went away upon
Sunday the 3d of November. g

Ye heard of the fkirmithing at Strathboggie before. It
is here alfo to be remembtred, that our fovereign lord’s fef=
fion fat not down for adminiftration of juftice, to the great
prejudice of the king’s licges, yet theriff and commiflary
courts fat according to the old form, notwithftanding of
thir troubles.

About this time, Lewis Gor¢on, fon to the lord mar-

quis
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quis of Huntly, is married to Mary Grant, daughter to
uwmquhile Sir John Grant of Frenchil, otherwife called the
laird of Grant, with whom he got 20,000lmerks, as was {aid.
- Upon Wednefday the 6th of November, Montrofe leaves
Strathboggie, and to the hills goes he, as ye may fee here-
after. Argyle feeing him fled, comes to Strathboggie, and
there remains eating up and deftroying the haill country pi-
tifully, the marquis now being in Strathnaver, and the
lord Gordon his fon being in Murray, to the great grief of
the gentry and tenants of the ground, both in Strathbog~
gie, Enzie, Auchindown, and country round about, be-
longing to the noble marquis of Huntly.

Upon this famen 6th of November, Mr. George Lefly,
and Alexander Lefly his fon, of whom ye heard before, are:
now both fet at liberty out of the tolbooth of Edinburgh,
and fhortly thereafter the faid Alexander Lefly purfues Mr.
James Clark, and ftrikes a lug frae him, as he who was the
author of all his mifchief. :

Ye heard before of the intaking of Newcaftle.. Order
was given by the committee of the General Affembly at
Edinburgh, that thank{giving thould be given through all
the kirks of Scotland, whilk was kept in both Aberdeens
on Sunday the 10th of November ; but no thankf{giving re-
membered with us for the king’s vi¢tories over his enemies,
but great rejoicing at his overthrow ; a note to be marked !
but the peft followed Newecaftle to Edinburgh, and divers
other parts, to our great lofs, as ye fhall hear.

Upon the 11th.of November there came frac Montrofe?
camp to Aberdeen, the lord Duplyne, Sir Johs Drum-
mond, Sir Thomas Tyrie of Drumkilbo, Ogilvie
of Inverquharitie, Crowner Hay, and fome others. The
had gotten Argyle’s pafs, and fo without trouble they went
fouth, being followers of Montrofe. Nathaniel Gordon
having his pafs, came alfo to Aberdeen, and walked hither
and thither peaceably.

Upon Sunday the 3d of November, a charge was read
out by our minifter, as in other pulpits within the north
parts of the fhires of Aberdeen and Banff, in name of the
marquis of Argyle, his majefty’s lieutenant (or rather pre-
tended licutenant) out of the pulpit after fermon (the chair

2l
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of verity beifg now made a mercat crofs, and the preacher
an officer for making of proclamations) charging this pa-
rith to furnith out to this pretended lieutenant, as many
men, horfe, foot, loan money, and others, as they furnifh-
ed out to England, and that to fupprefs the common ene-
my, the marquis of Montrofe; and to have their rendez-
vous at Turriff upon the sth of November, where Argyle’s
camp fhould be. This was the firft charge for raifing of
men in thir north parts, and upon over fhort advertifement.
Argyle kept not this day, but there was a committee of
fome, fic as the mafter of Frafer, the lairds of Philorth and
Tolquhoun, and {fome other barons and gentry, who upon
this charge conveencd at Turriff about 30 horfe, but held
no committee, as is formerly faid. However this meeting
was continned to the 14th of November, albeit the coun-
try thought that Argyle fhould not have vexed them for
more men, fince be had greater power than was well go-
verned ; yet this was his firft charge indeed.

Yec heard before of the prifoners taken at Newcaftle.
They were brought to Edinburgh upon the 7th of No-
vember, in at the water-gate of the Canongate, but the
ear] of Crawford was compelled to come up the gate bare-
headed, as a traitor, not ftiling him < My lord,” but Lo-
dowick Lindfay (which he fuffered patiently) becaufe for
ferving of the king he was forfaulted by our eftates, and
his dignities, honours, and title of earl of Crawford, was
given by them to the lord Lindfay, one of their- prime co-
venanters. There was alfo tuken Harry Graham, Mon-
trofe’s brother. It is faid that general Lefly, at the taking
of thir prifoners, had given his parole that they fhould not
be abufed when they came to Ebinburgh, which proved o-
therwife, whereat he feemed to be offended. Always thir
noblemen and the reft were not warded in the caftle, where
all the nobles were ufed to be incarcerated, but out of de-
fpite and malice were warded within the tolbooth of Edin-
burgh. Ye hear of the noble and ancient earl of Craw-
ford’s ufage, being by the eftates forfaulted and degrad-
ed ; many more nobles were forfaulted befides him,
for ferving the king’s majefty, or at leaft counld expe& no
pardon for their offences, fic as the marquis of Huntly,
the marquis of Montrofe, the earl of Nith{dale, the earl of

‘[raquair,
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Traquair, the earl of Carnwath, the vifcount of Aboyne,
the lord Ogilvie, the lord Rae, the lord Heries, Lodowick
Lindfay fometime earl of Crawford, Patrick Ruthven fome-
time ear] of Perth, James King fometime lord Ithan,
Irvine younger of Drum, Gordon younger of Gight,

. Lefly of Auchintoul, Sir Robert Spotfwood of Dun-~
nipace, colonel John Cochran, Mr. John Maxwell fome-
time pretended bithop of Rofs, and Mr. Walter Balcan-
quall. Thir noblemen and others thould get no pardon,
whether forfaulted or not forfaulted, as is {et down in
that imprinted piece, called ¢ the humble defires and pro-
pofals for a well grounded and fettled peace, agreed upon
by the mutual advice and confent of the parliaments of
both kingdoms, the 1cth of December 1644,” by and
attour princes and noblemen in England fet down in the
fame category ; but I leave this point, and return back to
the warding of thir nobles in Edinburgh tolbooth.

Befides Irvine younger of Drum, and his brother
Robert Irvine and Mr. Alexander Irvine, are warded in the
tolbooth in three fundry rooms; none fuffered to fpeak, no
not young Drum’s wife, but in prefence of a baillie a long
time, and Old Drum confined within the town.

Ye heard before of the adjourning of the committee to
the 14th of November. ~ Argyle fends 1000 of his coun-
trymen.home to Argyle, who plundered pitifully the lands
of Strathaven, Strath{pey, Badenoch, and Lochaber;as they
went ; and he comes himfelf to Turriff.  Sundry barons
and others meet him there, who were thought to be 500
‘foot and no horfe. There is a long tailed a¢t fet out upon
the 16th of November, under Argyle’s fubfcription, ordain-
ed to be publithed at all parith churches, for levying the
4th and 8th man within the (hires of Aberdeen and Banff,
horfe and foot ; tedious to relate ; but the copy is lying
befide myfelf of the faid aét in write. Argyle appointed a
new committee to be holden at Aberdeen the 22d of No--
vember ; fo diffolved at Turriff.

Door Guild, after he had demolithed the ftatsly pa-
lace pertaining to the bithop of Aberdcen, leaving neither
hewn work, iron work, pavement, timber, infight nor ple-

nithing, as ye have often times before, now begins to tirr
the
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the flates off that matchlefs roof, and carries them down te
the college, for his own refpets, which was odioufly
thought of. Itis true this houfe, yards,and precinéts, was
given to him by the eftates, whereof he might have made a
more godly ufe, by upholding rather than demolithing of
the fame.

Upon Tuefday the 19th of November, Argyle comes to
Aberdeen, whilk day the provincial affembly was held in
Aberdcen, being adjourned, as ye have heard before.  Mr.
John Rae, one of the minifters of Aberdeen, is chofen mo-
derator ; the earl Marilchal, the lord Gordon, and gene-
ral major Ramfay, met Argyle at Aberdeen, and with him
went to this affembly. Major Nathaniel Gordon came in
before them, acknowledged his adultery, and offence
done to Mr. Andrew Cant, by writing a letter to him, as
ye have heard before, and defired upon his repentance the
procefs of excommunication which he was now lying at,
and {entence, fhould ceafe; whilk Argyle with the reft
fought humbly alfo ; they anfwered, that they fhould write
to the committee of the General Affembly, fhow his in-
coming and repentance, and-do by their beft advice. With
this anfwer Nathaniel Gordon was well pleafed, and his
procels ceafed ; but God knows if this humiliation to Mr.
Andrew Cant was frae his heart, but I will leave him while
hereafter. .

Upon this famen Tuefday and 19th of November, the
ear] of Lothian’s regiment, confifting of about soo muf-
keteers and pioneers, were quartered upon poor Old Aber-
deen, and upon the morn were had to New Aberdeen,
where they lay to the day as ye may fee here-
after, withont doing any good. Argyle ordained ilk fol-
dier to get two pecks of meal, and 125, of money weekly,
and this to be brought in by the heritors of the country,
and Aberdeen to turnith them coal, houfe-room, and
candle only; the meal came in, but no monies, whilk the
town of Aberdeen was compelled to pay, and a boll of
meal came in out of every hundred merks rent; the coun-
try paid the reft. Then order was taken for fuftaining the
troopers horfe meat, and men’s meat, in the fhire of Aber-
deen and Banff, eftimate to be about 1000 horfe, whilk

was

-
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was {o grievous, that the countrymen could not fuftain
them. Thir troopers were quartered freely through dis
vers parithes, fome upon ilk landlord, and fome on ilk
plough of ground. There was three regiments of horfe,
one under Sir Thomas Hacket, one under Sir Patrick
M:¢Gie, and one under licutenant Crowner Innes. ‘There
was quartered in Banff and Murray, the lord Gordon’s re-
giment; and major Ramfay was general over the troop-
ers in this fheriffdom, whilk was ordained to be quar-
tered only within three prefbyteries, viz. The prefbytery
of Aberdeen, Ellon, and Deer. Order was given that ilk
trooper fhould eat and drink at 16 s. ilk day, and his horfe
a peck of oats, with fodder, and if the trooper was not
content with his cheer, to count for cake and pudding with
the goodwife, and compel her to pay money for what
he wanted. Thus is thir north parts grievoufly born down
and wrecked by the eftates and good Argyle.

Ye heard before of the downfitting of the provincial
affembly. It continued Tuefday and Wednefday, on Thur{-
day afternoon it diffolved,. and Argyle kept daily with
them; and that fame day being the 21{t of November, Ar-
gyle went fouth, carrying Nathaniel Gordon’s teftificate
frae the affembly with him. He was that night in Dun-
‘notter, but the lord Gordon bade behind in Aberdeen.

Argyle being gone, the earl Marifchal, the lord Frafer,
the lord Crightoun, the lairds of Kermuck, Craigievar,
and fome other country barons, with the provoft of Aber-
deen, held their committee daily in Aberdeen, till about
January 1645. And order came frae the eftates that the
laird of Lare’s regiment, and the laird of Buchannan’s re-
giment, fhould fortify the famen by Argyle’s direction.

Ye heard before of the marquis of Montrofe leaving
Strathboggie, to Argyle’s {fmall credit in {uffering him to
efcape. He marches to -Badenoch, and comes to Athol,
where major M<Donald his noble captain met him with his
company, and who had been frae him fince the month of
September, where I will leave them while hereafter.

‘['be lord Frafer, the lairds of Pittodrie, and Echt’s
corns being burnt, together with their buildings, by Mon-
irofe, as ye have heard, they mean themfelves to the eftatis,

who
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who gave order to meddle with the papifts rents, lands,
and fithings, about Aberdeen, and the water of Don, be-
longing to Thomas Menzies of Balgownie, Mr.-Alexander
Irvine of Lochhills, and Robert Irvine his brother, and this
to be uplifted yearly by Forbes of Echt, ayand while
his lefles were fet up, and fiklike there was difponed to the
lord Frafer, Gordon of Abergeldie’s rents, Donald Far-
qubarfon’s and Gordon baron of Brachley’s rents,
as malignants againft the country, to be yearly uplifted by
him, ay and while his fkaith was paid ; as alfo there was
difponed to Thomas Erfkine of Balhaggartie, the rents of
Schethin, pertaining to Seaton, the rents and living of
Tibbertie, pertaining to Innes, ay and while he was
compleatly paid of his loffes ;. but he bade fhort while to
take up his part, becaufe he departed this life in Edinburgh,
upon the day of January 1643.

Marvellous to fee the king’s lieges thus to be opprefled,
and Thomas Menzies fled the kingdom, with his wife and
children, for his religion ; yet his rents are difponed. Mr.
Alexander Irvine flees the country, and failing to France
he is taken by the way and brought to Edinburgh, where
he is warded in the tolbooth, yet his rents are difponed.
His brother Robert Irvine durft not be feen ; his rents are
alfo difponed; the other gentlemen, for favouring the king
and following the marquis of Huntly, as ye have heard,
fled the kingdom, and durft not be feen, yet their rents
are difponed to fet up the lofles of the king’s enemies and
unfriends, without the advice or authority of his majefty,
but only fet out by the eftates of the land.

The laird of Echt for his part caufed arreft the fhips car-
rying falmon to France, lying in the harbour of Aberdeen,
the laft of November, while the mafter of the fhip gave an
account of fuch falmon as was fhipped pertaining to the
forefaid papifts, and fyne to fet them on fhore, whilk was
done, thereafter the merchant agreed with Echt upon con-
ditions ; whereupon this falmon was again fhipped, and
fo goes to fea. y

Upon the 1t day of December, a proclamation was
made at the crofs of Aberdeen, charging the fheriffdom to

conveen, and have their rendezvous at Aberdeen the 5th
‘ of
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of December, for taking order for the fuftentation of the
foot foldiers and troopersy and to bringin victuals for that
effe@ ; but none gave obedience that day.

Upon the 8th day of December, General Lefly return-
ed victorioufly frae Newcaftle to Edinburgh, where he
ftayed while January 1643, taking up men for defence of
the faid town, about 14,000 men and {fome of our troopers
lying here is {fent there ; with this viétory the peft camein
to Borrowftounnefs ; but Lefly removes with his wife and
family back to Newcaftle.

Ye heard before of Montrofe’ march into Athol.. He
took the laird of Wemyfs, Menzies, captive, and other out-
ftanding rebels; he goes to the laird of Glenorchie’s
lands, burns, waftes, and deftroys his country, being one
of Argyle’s {pecial kinfmen.

Argyle now being in Edinburgh, who came from Aber-
deen, as ye have heard, gat fmall thanks for his fervice a-
gamﬂ; Montrofe ; however hearing of the deftruction of
Glenorchie’s bounds, he goes quickly to his own country,
for defence of the fame.

About this time a general affembly is indifted to be hol-
den at Edinburgh the 22d of January 1645, by authority
of the kirk, and a day of humiliation to go before.

The town of Edinburgh mightily murmured againft the
uptaking of the excife, but it goes through, and appointed
to be lifted frae the firft of Auguft laft.

Sunday the 22d of December, thundering out of pulpits
againft Yool-day ; none fuffered to make good cheer, or
be merry, according to the old cuftom. The bell went
through the town, charging the craftfmen to keep their
booths and work, and the merchants booths to ftand open 3
ilk craftfman under the pain of ten pounds. The baillies
backed this charge, going through the town, command-
ing the deacons to fee the crafts to work, and to note the
difobedients. 'The whole fifhers of Footdee were likewife
commanded to go to {ea on Yool-day, under great pains ;
but the fea fell out ftormy, that ftayed them, whilk the
poor men frae their hearts withed. But, do ‘their beft,
they could not get the fcholars and ftudents to ftay frae their

Vol IL Z Yool,
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Yool play, according to ufe and wont ; yea fome made good
;hear, and wrought none, others wrought at their plea-
ure.

Tuefday the 24th of December, the lord Gordon (the
marquis being {hill in Strathnaver, in an ifland called
Tongue) had a meeting with his friends, for taking order
with one called Forbes of Skcllater, for taking fome of
their fheep and nolt out of the braes of Strathboggic and
Lefmoir. 'What was concluded is fecretly kept, and yet
nothing at all followed by wayofdeed ; yet this Skellater,
to get the lord Gordon’s favour, came in, as ye may here=
after hear.

Upon Friday the 27th of December, there came out of
the parifh of Cruden to Old Aberdeen, two horfe troops.
Horfe and man had free quarters; fyne upon’ the morn
after breakfaft they all rode fouth.

Mr Andrew Cant was chofen commiffioner, and .Ro-
bert Crookfhank, baillie, laick elder for Aberdeen; and
the reft of the prefbytery fent their commiflioners to this
affembly.

The town of Aberdeen in this month of December are
charged, ilk man and woman, by virtue of their oath, to

. declare the avail of their goods plundered by the Irifhes at
the fight of Aberdeen ; but to what end I know not, for-
invertary was taken up of all, tobe had toour parliament,
fome faid for having pity upon our eftate, and that we
thould be free from quartering of {oldiers, and other vexa-
tions. ;

"The committee of the kirk and general affembly order-
ed a faft to be kept throughout ali Scotland, before the
down-fitting of this parliament, whilk was to fit down up-
on the 8th of January 1648 in Edinburgh, and before the
dowan-fitting of the General Affembly there upon the 22d
day of the faid month, conform to the whilk order a faft
kept here upon the 6th of January in both Aberdecns, be-
ing Sunday, and that fame day eight days we had here in
Old Aberdeen, for the more abundance, another faft,
whereby the poor people were vexed to death with their
continual faftings and thankigivings ; this laft Sunday was

Iept
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kept under pretext that there was not a full: convention the
firft Sabbath. ‘

Anrno 1645+

Upon the 3d of January 1645, an horfe troop came out
of Murray, and was quartered in Old Aberdeen; and an-
other upon the fame town quartered, and as they came,
plundered both town and country houfes wherever they
went.

Ye heard before of the General Affembly to be holdsn
on the 22d of January, and parliament the 8th of January,
and other charges there fet down. Upon Wednefday the
8th of January our parliament {at down in Edinburgh, aad
was fenced 3 the earl of Lauderdale was made prefident of
this parliament, but the king had no commiffioner there,
whereof the parliament did not care much. Well, itis
continued to the 22d of January, that the General 'Affem~
bly thould fit down, and in the mean time ordained five
committees to fit daily in Edinburgh, one whereof for or-
dering a new levy to be fent into England ; the 2d for dif-
cufling of the malignants ; 3d, for fetting up the lofles done
by Montrofe and his rebels ; the 4th for the bills ; and the
sth for the overtures. Thir committees eftablifhed, the par-
Jiament is prorogate to the 22d of January; but before that
day came, - their prefident the earl of Lauderdale departed
this life. :

About this time Sir John Hotham, (as report paft) who
held the King out of the ports of Hull, as ye have before,
is executed by.command of the Parliament, and his fon
both. He got this reward for his good fervice to them
againft our dread fovereign.

Upon the 3d of February, Sir John Leflic of Ward-
houfe, knight baronet, departed this life in New Aber-
deen ; a great enemy to the laird of Cluny, who had med-
led with his eftate, Cluny being warded in the tolbooth of
Edinburgh. '

About this time Torbes of Echt compelled Tho-
mas Menzies of Balgownie’s tenants, he being fled the

Z 2 Country
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country for his religion, leaving order to pay men, loan
money, levy money, horfe and arms, as the country did,
and as they were impofed 5 notwithftanding the eftates had
gifted his rents to this laird of Echt as ye have before, he
compelled the tenants, Ifay, to oblige themfeclves, ilk ane
for-their own parts, to pay and deliver to him the fame
prices which they were obliged to pay for the vi€tual to
him beforethe firft of March, under the pain of plunder-
ing, which the poor tenants were forced to pay for fear;
for the moft part the famen order was done with other
papifts land as wasfaid, and parties fent out of Aberdeen
o0 ly upon their lands while payments were made, as was
done by William Seaton of Blair, being alfoa papift.’

Upon the day of January, Mr Alexr. Jaffray, late
provoft of Aberdeen, departed this life in New Aberdeen s
4 rigorous covenanter. :

Upon Sunday the 1gth of January, an a& of committee
holden in Aberdeen upon the 1oth of January, was read
out of our pulpits of Old Aberdcen, for levying of the
8thman; the rendezvous to be at Aberdeen the firft of
February. TFew came that day, but parties were fent out
of the regiments lying in Aberdeen, and lay upon theland
till they came in perforce.

Ye heard before of the Parliament and general Affem-
bly, and how the Parliament was fenced and adjourned
to the 22d of January, and thatday the general Affembly
to fit down alfo; upon the whilk day our Parliament fat
down in Edinburgh (without the King’s commiffioner) the
Yord Lindfay of Crawford (now ftyled earl of Crawtford)
is prefident of this Parliament.

" ‘The general affembly alfo fits down the faid day. Mr
Robert Douglas, one of the minifters of Edinburgh, is
moderator. It continued till the day of February;
indi¢ted another general aflembly to be holden at ——
the 22d day of June 1646, fyne diffolved, leaving the par-
liament ftill fitting behind them ; but they fent up their aéts
not to the King, but to the Englifh parliament, for their
approbation.  Strange to fee!

Ye hear before of Montrofe’s progrefs to Glenorchie’s

lands. He goes to Argyle, burns and flays throughhr!ﬁ
a
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haill country, and left no houfe or hold except impregnable
firengths, unburnt ; their corns, goods and gear, and
left not a four-footed beaft in his haill lands ; and fuch as
would not drive they houghed and flew, that they fhould
never make ftead. Montrofe remained in Argyle’s coun-
trics, wafting, burning and deftroying all near a quarter
of a year, fyne came into Lochaber through Badenoch,
where fundry camein to him, fuch as the laird of Abergel-
die and others of the name of  Gordon, and Farquharfons
of Brae of Mar. He marches to Lochnefs, having a full
intention to take in the burgh of Invernefs, wherein the
laird of Lare’s regiment and Lothian’s regiment were lying,
with many country people about, and the town ftrongly
fortified. But the Marquis having difcufled Bredalbine,
Argyle, Lorn, and others of the Marquis’ countries, and
his  friends, without oppofition -or contradi€tion, he
marches through Lochaber to Lochnefs, and head thereof,
where he is informed that the Marquis of Argyle was en-
tered into Lochaber, with an army of highlanders and low~
landmen of about 3000 men, aand that he had burnt the
brae country of Lochaber, pertaining -to McDonald and
his friends, and fufpecting that he had a defign to caufe
the garrifons at Invernefs and men of Rofs and Murray to:
rife in arms for his better afliftance againft him, he there=
fore refolved, partly for aflifting of his friends in Locha-
ber, and revenging of the wrongs done to him, and part-
ly for preventing the joining of greater forces againft him,:
to advance to Lochaber againft Argyle; and to the effeét
he might come more fuddenly and unexpedtedly againft Ar—
gyle, he refolved not to- go back the fame gate that.he
marched from Lochaber, but returned there by another
way through the mountains covered with fhow, and in:
two days march he advanced {o near the enemy’s ontnoft:
quarters (being diftant three miles from Inverlochy, where.
Argyle then lay) that before they were aware, he was:
within half a mile of them, whitk they perceiving, and
fleeing all away, gave a fudden alarm to all the reft of the
army, fothat all the regiments were advertifed, and did
all combine at Inverlochy. So he perceiving that the ene-
my had taken thealarm, refolved inftantly to advance tc~

Z 3 wards
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wards Tnverlochy, where he approached withih half a
mile’s diftance of the enemy, and ftood all night in arms,,
as likewife did the enemy; but the Marquis of Argyle
(that famen night, being Saturday the rft of February)
went aboard of his galley, withSir John Wauchope of
Niddry, Mr Mungo Law, and Sir Francis Rollock, after
that all bis army was drawnup, and ftayed there upon the
water in his galley until the morn while the battle began,,
and that he did fee all his men flece away, and then he
paft away in his galley. The battle began at the rifing of
the fun on Candlemafs day. Montrofe’ men were divided
in four divifions ; general major McDonald was upon the
right wing with a regiment of Irifhes ; lieutenant colonel
Okham with fome Irithes was upon the left wing; fome
highlanders of Athol, the Steuarts of Appin, men of Glen-
co, captain of Clanranald, McLean, and Glengarie, was.
in the middle; and colonel James McDonald, alias Mec-
Oneil, was in the rear, with a referve of Irithes. ‘The
enemy had their lowland forces divided, the one halfup-
on the right wing, and the other upon the left; and in the
middle they had a grear body of highlanders, and their
referve was alfo highlanders, and was placed upon a pretty
afcent where they had a piece of ordnance, and they
planted within the houfe of Inverlochic about 40 or 50
men, for that place was within a piftol fhot of the part
where the enemy’s battle was placed.  Okham being upon
the left wing did firft advance, and charged the enemy’s
right wing, who firft fled. Major McDonald charges
the left wing, and our highlandmen being in the middle,
charged their middle battle 5 fo the enemy perceiving their
right wing to flee, and their left wing and middle body
to be furioufly aflaulted,, did.alfo (after fhooting of a volley)
take themfelves to flight with their referve alfo. Some of*
. our horfemen perceiving the enemy to break, did affault
them alfo, and turned 200 of the enemy, and diverted
them from entering the houfe of Inverlochie, to which
they were running for refuge. So the enemy fled fome
by the Lochfide, who were all citker killed or drowned.
The greateft part fled towards the hills that famen way by
which they entered Lochaber.  “They were purfued fome
cight



TROUBLES IN SCOTLAND. 2713

eight miles, and many killed. There was killed inall, as
was thought, about 1500, whereof there was of chief
men, the laird of Auchinbreck, Campbell; the laird of
Lochnell, Campbell, with his ecldeft fon, and brother
Colin; the laird of Glencaddel, elder; McDougall ap-
pearand of Rara, with his eldeft fon the Provoft of Kil-
mud ; major Menzies, brother to the Prior of Achattens
Parbreck ; and there was taken prifonersithe laird of
Parbreck, the laird of Innerea, the laird of Glencaddell
younger, the laird of Silver Craig, the laird of Lowmond,
the laird of St. McDonald in Kintyre, the goodman of
Pynmoir, the captain of Dunftaffnage, his {on licutenant
colonel Cockburn, captain Steuart, captain Murray, cap-
tain Stirling, Robert Cleland alias Clydfon, and Mr
Dougall, a-preacher. There are befides a great number
of common foldiers taken prifoners. It is faid there was
direét frae the committee of Edinburgh, certain men to fee
Argyle’s forwardnefs in following Montrofe (whereof it
would appear the eftates werein doubt) but they faw his
flight in form forefaid. It is to be confidered, that few of
this army had efcaped, if Montrofe had not marched the
day before the fight 18 miles upon little food, and croffed
fundry waters wet and weary, in {fnow, and ftanding in
wet and cold the haill night before_the fight; but Montrofe
caufed a forlorn hope of mufketeers fhoot all night at the
encmy, the better to engage the enemy againft the next
morning, fearing that th2y fhould have ftolen away in the
night. What was killed to Montrofe is uncertain. But
Sir Thomas. Ogilvie, fon to the Larl of Airly, was fhot
through the thigh, whereof he died thortly thereafter,,
and was buried in Athol.

There came to Aberdeen two commanders, major Lid-
del and captain Murray, of the garrifon lying in Aber~
deen, and declared to the provoft and baiilies, that the men
were hungered, and could not live on two pecks of meal
in the week, except they gat 12 s. aifo. The council is
conveened, and to ¢fchew plundering, they condefcended
to give 3000 merks, for the whilk the rown was taxed.
Thus is Aberdeen fore vexed day and night.

About this time commiffioners came from the Englifh
pacliament, as report paft..

And:
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And likewife that the young prince was general over ths
king’s army, made of purpofe for pleafing of the Englifh-
men, who liked not to ferve under general Ruthven, being
a Scotfinan, whofe counfel and advice was neverthelefs

_craved on all occafions, as a brave expert cavalier ; likeas

the king made him marquis of Thames, for quitting of his
lace. . .

5 Ye heard before of the taking and warding of young
Drum and his brother Robert Irvine. This brave young
gentleman departed this life within the tolbooth of Edin-
burgh upon Friday the 4th of February, and that famen
night (being excommunicate) was buried betwixt eleven
and twelve o’clock with candle light in lanthorns. The
young laird lying alfo fore fick in the fame chamber, who
upon great moyan was tranfported upona wand-bed upon
the morn from the tolbooth to the caftle, where he lay fore
grieved at the death of his well-beloved brother, born
down by unhappy deftiny, and cruel malice of the eftates.
‘When they were firft warded, they were all three put in
fundry houfes, that none fhould have conference with an-
other, and that none fhould come or go without a town’s
balllie were prefent. This longfome loathfome prifon en-
dured for the firft half year. Thereafter they got liberty
all three to bide in one chamber, but none {uffered to come
or go or {peak, but what was overheard by a baillie. But
this young gallant biding fo longin prifon, and being of an
high fpirit, broke his heart and died, his father being con~
fined in Edinburgh, and his mother dwelling in New A-
berdcen (for the place of Drum was left quite defolate, as
ye have heard before) to his unfpeakable grief and forrow..
About the time of Argyle’s difcomfiture, the eftates
gave order to major general Baillie to levy a new army to
go upon Montrofe, of whon ye fhail hear more hereafter.
Ye heard of the noble vi¢tory that Montrofe had over.
Argyle at Inverlochie. His loldiers gat abundance of arms
and fpoil. - Argyle went to Edinburgh, fore lamenting the
lofs of his kin and friends, but chiefly for the lofs of his
honour. But Montrofe courageoufly marched back through
Lochaber with difplayed bauners towards Invernefs, with:
incredible diligence, and finding the town ftrongly fortifi-
ed
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ed, and garrifons lying about, or rather within the fame,
fuch as the laird of Lare’s regiment and Buchannan’s regi-
ment, thinking in ftorming thereof it would fpend time and
lofe his men, he thereafter marched peaceably by Inver-
nefs down through the country of Murray, charging all
manner of men betwixt 6o and 16 to rife and ferve the king
and his majelty’s lieutenant, under the pain of fire and
fword, againft his majefty’s rebel fubjeés ; and to that ef-
fe to meet him in their beft arms oa horfe and foot im-
mediately after the charge.  This bred great fear, and fun-
dry of the Murray men came into him. Sic as ftood out
he plundered, burnt and fpoilzied their houfes and lands, as
follows, viz. the laird of Ballendallach’s three houfes, Pit-
chafh, Foynefs, and Ballendallach, houfes, bigging and
corn yards of his haill grounds, and his haill lands plun-
dered of horfe, nolt, fheep, and other gocds; the place
of Grangehill, pertaining to Ninian Dunbar ; the place of
Brodie pertaining to the laird of Brodie; the place of Cow-
bin, pertaining to Kinraird ; the place of Innes, per-
taining to the laird of Innes; and Redhall, all burnt and
plundered ; the lands of Burgie, Lethen and Duffus plun-
dered, but not burnt; Garmouth plundered but not fired,
their falmon cobles and néts cut and hewn down, where-
by the water of Spey could not be well filhed. Thus as
Montrofe marched, he fent out parties through the coun-

try with fire and plundering. :
Now upon the 17th of February, there was fitting
at a committee at Elgin the earl of Seaforth, the laird of
Innes, Sir Robert Gordon, the laird of Plufcardine, and di-
vers others, and hearing of thir dangers, difcharges by tuck
of drum the Faften’s-even’s mercat, holden yearly at Elgin,
left the country merchants and people fhould get fkaith,
and fhortly diffolves their committee, and ilk ane a fundry
gate. The laird of Innes and fundry others with him gocs
to Spynie, where his eldeft fon was dwelling. The town’s
people and country about, feeing the laird of Innes flee to
Spynie, fled alfo with their wives, bairns, and beft goods
which they could get carried here and there, but chiefly
to Spynie, and few bade within the town for plain fear,
which incenfed the foldiers worfe againt the town, thanif
they had bidden and kept their houfes. The earl of Sea-
forth
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forth and the re[t of the committce men fled their own
ways.

As Montrofe is marching to Elgin, the laird of Grant,
with fome others, meet him, and offering their {ervice up-
on their parole and great oath, fwore to ferve the king and
him his lieutenant loyally ; Montrofe received them graci-
oufly ; the laird of Grant fent in 300 men to him.

Upon the 1gth of February, Montrofe comes to Elgin.
The lord Gordon being in the Bog, lap quickly on horfe,
having Nathaniel Gordon with fome others in his com-
pany, and that famen night came to Elgin, faluted Mon-
trofe, who made him heartily welcome, and fupplied joy-
fully together. Many marvelled at the Lord Gordon’s
going in after fuch a manner, being upon the country fer-
vice, and colonel to two foot regiments, and to an horfe re-
giment. Some alledged the eftates overfaw him in divers
poiats, touching his honour, which he could not digeft ;
others faid, he was likely to lofe his father for fo]lowmc
the country caufe if he fhould continue, and the country
happen to be born down 3 others again faid, it was a plot
devifed betwixt Montrofe and Nathaniel Gordon, when he
was with him, and when he came frae him with Crai-
gievar, as ye have heard; and -albeit for his coming away
he was efteemed traiterous and difloyal to Montrofe, yet he
proved his faithful {fervant in this bufinefs. Thir were the
opinions of fome ; however it was, in he went, but how or
upon what reafon I cannot tell really. The miniftry hear-
ing this, they railed pitifully out of pulpit againft him. His
brother Ludowick came alfo to Montrofe, whom he graci-
onfly received.

Montrofe gives order to draw all the ferry boats on Spey
to the North fhore, except one anent the Bog, and to guard
the heill fords up. and down ; fyne goes to his council of
WAr, not to committee courts, treacheroufly cropping with-
in his Jand.

‘While as he is thus in Elgin, the earl of Seaforth, the
lairds of Plufcardine and Loflyne, his brethren, Sir Ro-
bert Gordon of Gordonftoun, and divers others, came in
to him, where I will leave him 2 little.

The burgh of Aberdeen and garrifons lying there, hear-

ing
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ing of Montrofe victory over Argyle at Inverlochie, and of
his marching through Murrayland, they fent (before Mon-
trofe was yet come to klgin) Alexander Forbes, alias
Plagne, a bufy body in the good caufe, with letters to the
committee of Elgin, who received letters back again frae the
earl of Seaforth, the laird of Innes and others of the com-
mittee, and from the town of Elgin, and was coming poft
back to +berdeen. At Parcock upon the 20th of February
he is apprehended by Gordon younger of Gight,
Leith younger of Harthill, and their complices. They
take the haill letters frae him, plunders his money which
he had upon him, fyne hardly with his life he wan away.
But thir letters were pofted to Montrofe lying at Elgin,
whereby he underftood the committee courts of Murray,
and who were his friends or foes.

Upon Sunday the 23d of February young Gight, young
Harthill, with their complices, took ten of Craigievar’s
troop, lying careleflyin their naked beds within their quarters
at Inverury. They took their horfes, their money, their ap-
parel, and arms, and gave the men liberty to go, whereat
Craigievar was highly offended.

"The eftates, grieved at Montrofe’ doings, refolve to have
him living or dead; and to that effe fends to Aberdeen
about the 26th of February the lord Balcarras® horfe regi-
ment, with orders to draw in Sir James Hacket’s horfe regi-
ment, quartered within the parifh of Old Aberdeen, to the
rendezvous in New Aberdeen (feeing the other two regi-
ments which Argyle left behind him quartered in this coun-
try, was {cattered here and there, and many of the horfes
dead in the mortichien) and to abide the coming of lieute-
tenant major Baillie, who was coming with fix foot regi-
ments frae St. Johnf{ton againft Montrofe. He had many
brave commanders and captains, amongft whom was ma-
jor Hurry, a foldier of fortune, and very changeable ; for
firlt he ferved the parliament of England againft his fove-
reign the king ; 2d, He left them, and ferved the king,
which was more noble; 3d, He left the king and parlia-
ment both, came into Scctland, and took fervice with his
majefty’s rebels againft him; but he wan little ere all was
done. Ye have before of major Baillie’s bufinefs ; but at

this
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this time he came not to Aberdeen, and his troopers were
forced to flee, as ye have hereafter. :

Montrofe camping in Elgin, received, to fave the town
unburnt, 4000 merks as was faid, but his foldiers, efpeci-
ally the laird of Grant’s foldiers, plundered the town piti-
fully, and deft nothing turfable uncarried away, and brake
down beds, boards, infight and plenithing. Montrofe
leaves them at this plundering, and marches from Elgin up-
on the 4th of March towards the Bog of Gight, with the
body of his army, having in his company the earl of Sea-
forth, the lord Gordon, the lairds of Grant, Plufcardine,
Loflyne, and fome others, who had come in to him, and
{ent béfore him over Spey the Farquharfons of Brae of
Mar, to plunder the town of Cullen pertaining to the earl
of Findlater, which they did pitifully, for thir Farquhar-
fons had come in to him before. Montrofe being over Spey,
he confiders that the two regiments lying in Invernefs, and
rebels in the country, might now in his abfence break out
and wrong his friends that are in his company, therefore
he takes the earl of Seaforth, the laird of Grant, and others
formerly faid, their folemn oaths to ferve the king againft
his rebel fubjets, and never to draw arms againft his ma-
jefty and his loyal fubjeéts, and thereafter fent them over
Spey again, to look to their own eftates, upon their parole
to come with all their forces upon advertifement to affift
Montrofe in the king’s fervice, and fo parted frae others ;
but the earl of Seaforth gat more credit than he was wor-
thy of, for he perjured himfelf, and turned a mortal enemy
to the king, and a traitor, as ye fhall hear. y

Now as Montrofe forefaw the trouble of the country, fo
it fell out; for there came parties frae the regiments at In-
vernefs, to the place of Elchies, the place where the laird of
Grant was dwelling, and plundered the famen, and left
not the ladies apparel, jewels and gold{mith work untaken
up, whereof fhe had ftore. Thercafter they plundered the -
land of Coxtown, becaufe the goodman followed the lord
Gordon.

They came into Elgin, took the laird of Plufcardine and
his brother Loflyne out of that firong houfe belonging to .

Plufcardine, had them to Invernefs, and kept them as they
. 1 ’ who
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who had come in to Montrofe ; but this was thought to
be done by Seaforth’s confent. However he feems to be
forry at the taking of his brethren, comes to Invernefs, and
labours fo that he gat them both fet to liberty. This was
faid to be plain policy ufed by Seaforth, for he repented
himfelf of his ingoing to Montrofe, and wrote to the earl
Marifchal, and committee at Aberdeen, that he yielded on-
ly through fear, and that he avowed to bide by the good
caufe to his death, whilk was accepted, and partly he per-
formed. Remember the earl of Murray is all this time
refiding in England with his lady. i

Ye hear before, how Montrofe comes to the Bog ; his
eldeft fon the lord Graham was in his company, a pro-
per youth about 16 years old, and of fingular expetta-
tion. He takes ficknefs, dies in the Bog in a few days,
and is buried in the kirk of Bellie, to his father’s great grief.

"The lerd Gordon haftily draws up about 5o00:foot and
160 horfe for the fervice of Montrofe.

The troopers and Lothian’s regiment lying in Aberdeen,
as ye have heard (finding that Baillie was not yet come)
commanded the reft of their Jooo merks to be paid by
the town, then they fhip in a bark lying in the harbour,
two field pieces, with their ammunition, bag and baggage;,
and upon the 7th of March fhamefully flees, only upon re-
port of the enemies coming, and leaves Aberdeen to its
own defence, who had lyen like grafshoppers in the town
and country. )

Mr. Andrew Cant and his wife, Mr. John Rue, Mr.
William Robertfon, and haill covenanters flees ; (Mr. Ro-
bert Farquhar provoft, and Patrick Lefly late provoft, both
were in Edinburgh) and the town ftood in great fear.

Montrofe marches frae the Bog to the place of Cullen
of Boyne, the earl of Findlater having fled fouth himfelf
before to Edinburgh, leaving in thir dangerous days (piti-
ful to behold!) his lady behind him. This ftately houfe,
well decored with ftately infight and plenithing, and fur-
nithed with filver plate andall other neceflaries, was pitifully
plundered, ind nothing turfable left, and then was begin-
ning to raife fire, but the lady pitifully befought Montrofe
(now in her hufband’s abfence) to forbear firing of her
ground, but for the fpace of rg days, within the whilk

Vol. IL Aa time,
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time, if her Hufband came not fo give fatisfaltion, that then
his lordfhip thould do as pleafed him beft, and for this
peace of 15 days time fhe promifed 20,000 merks, where-
of fhe paid in hand gooo merks. Montrofe granted her
defire upon the conditions forefaid, and raifed no fire on
the ear! of Findlater’s ground (albeit a great covenanter)
at this time. A

From Findlater he marches to the Boyne, plunders! this
country, and burns the bigging pitifully, and fpoilzied
the minifter’s'goods, gear, and books. The laird him-
felf keeps the Craig of Boyne, wherein he was fafe, but
his haill lands for the moft part were thus burnt up and
deftroyed.

Thereafter he marches to Banff, plunders the fame pi-
tifully, no merchants goods nor gear left; they faw ‘no
man on the ftreet “but was ftripped naked to the fkin.
Some twe or three worthlefs houfes were burnt, but no
blood fhed, and fo they left Banff.

From that town he marched to Turriff, where accord-
ing to the council of Aberdeen’s order, asye have before,
there came to him, Thomas Gray, George Morifon, George
Cullen, and John Alexander, advocate, four difcreet
well fet burgefles, their commiffioners, who with great
humility pitifully declared to his honour the manifold mi-
{eries daily befalling the town of Aberdeen, coming from
one fide and from another, and no burgh within Scotland
o heavily diftrefled as that town from time to time fince
the beginning of thir troubles, as was well known unto
himfelf, and now fearing that he and his army was coming
to Aberdeen, declared the haill people, man and woman,
through plain fear of the Irifhes, was fleeing away, if his
honour did not give them affurance of fafety and protec-
tion. Ile mildly hears thir commiffioners, and faid he
was forry at Aberdeen’s calamities; however he forbad
them to be feared ; forthis foot army, wherein the Irithes
were, fliould not come near Aberdeen by 8 miles, and if
himfelf came, he craved nothing but entertainment upon
his own charges; further wrong he intended not to do to
the burgh of Aberdeen, which truly and nobly he kept.
‘The commiffioners were glad at this unexpe&ted good an-
iwer; they gave many thanks, 2ad humbly took their lmv;

°
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of Montrofe, came back from Turriff; and upon the 1oth
of March came to Aberdeen, where they- delivered their
good anfwer they had gotten, to the great joy of the ma-
giftrates and commons, man, wife and child, withinthe
burgh. J

Sunday the gth of March no fermon in either of the
Aberdeens, through the abfence of our miniftry, fled for
fear 5 yet Dr. Guild preached in the college kirk, but durft
not come to the highkirk. Upon the fame Sunday major
Kathaniel Gordon leaves Montrofe at Turriff, and came
to Aberdeen, with fome few troopers, and in the morn
there came in to him 100 Irith dragooners. The keys of
kirks, ports, and tolbooth, are delivered to him ; he fets
fome prifoners that were there to liberty, amongft whom -
there was one Thomas Meldrum, warded for following
Montrofe. He took the fpare drms lying at Torrie, left
there by the Lothian regiment, under the keeping of um-
quhile captain Keith, Marifchal’s brother his troop ; they
took 1800 mufkets, pikes, and other arms. There was
fome hurt, fome flain, and fome taken prifoners of this
troop, and warded in the tolbooth of Aberdeen. The
arms were laid there alfo, and lieutenant Sco:t, one of
the faid Lothian regiment, lying lurking behind the reft,
was taken alfo.

Major Gordon received orders to watch the town, and
to fet out fecret watches nightly as far oft as Cowie, to fee
if any army was coming frae the fouth. There was fome
fkirmifhing at the bridge of Dee, where Keith’s troop was
routed, and finding the field fair, he returasto Montrofc,
who had removed frae Turriff to Frendraught. 'The
young Vifcount was in the place, which he kept, but
the laird his father was in Muchalls, with the Lord Frafer
his goodfon, all prime covenanters. He plundered three=
fcore ploughs of Frendraught’s, .lying within the parithes
of Forgue, Drumblate, and Inverkeithny, and the mini-
fter’s houfe of Forgue, whilk with the reft of the haill
houfes, biggings, barns, byres, cornyards, and plenith-
ing was burnt up, and the haill oxen, horfe, nolt, fheep,
and ky, pitifully plundered and carried away, leaving
this ground dcfolate. Moutrofe wrote frac Pennyburn

Aa 2 a
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a letterto Aberdeen, of the roth of March, commanding
them to caufe their drum go through the town, charging
all reanner of men whithia the fhire, betwixt 6o and 16,
to meet him in their belt arms and on their beft horfe upon
the 135th of March, at Inverury, under the pain of fire and
"»word Drums went, the charge {pread through the fhire,
frrld many met him on horfe and foot for obedience there-
of.

From Frendraught he marched to Kintore, Kinkell, and
Inverury, and came to Kintore, upon the 12th of March.
His army was quartered in ' the bounds forefaid ; himfelf
lodgedin Mr John Cheyne’s houfe, minifter of Kintore
he gave out orders that ilk parifh within the Prefbytery of
Aberdeen (except Aberdeen) fhould fend to him two
commiffioners, with a perfe& roll of the hail feuers, he-
ritors, and liferenters of ¥k parifh, whereby they might
furnifh to his fervice horfe and men, according to their
eftates, whilk was done, and men daily coming into him
for fear of fire and fword, who otherwife would have
ftood out.

Ye heard how major Nathaniel Gordon went from
Aberdeen tothe camp, upon the forefaid r2th of March;
he comes frae the camp back again to Aberdeen, with
Donald Farquharfon, captain Mortimer, and fomefPthers,
about 8o well horfed brave gentlemen. They, fearlefs
and carelefs of the eremy, went to their merriment, with-
out clofing of the ports, or fetting of watches, againft the
order of war. Their carelefs fecurity is {pied by fome of
their unfriends in the town, as was faid, and pofts fpeedi-
iy to major Hurry, now lying at the North Water Bridge
with the lord Balcarras’ regiment, and other foot regi-
ments, defiring him with diligence to come to Aberdeen,
where he fhould have a fair hazard of his enemies, lying
without order. Hurry informed of all, takes the occa-
fion, and comes with about 160 horfe and foot out of Bal-
carras’ regiment of horfe, and others, befides brave troop-
ers and mufketeers, and in great hafte upon Friday the
25th of March about 8 hours at even, came down the gate:
of Aterdeen, and fet watches to the ports, as they came
in, that cone fhould efcape. 'The other party, difperfed

through
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through the town, drinking carelefly in their lodgings,
and hearing the horfe feet, and great noife, were aftonith-
ed, never dreaming of their enemy. However this Don-
ald Farquharfon happened to come to the canfey, where
he was cruelly flain anent the Court de Guard ; a brave
gentleman, and one of the nobleft captains amongft all
the highlanders of Scotland. Two or three others weré.
killed, and fome taken prifoners, had to Edinburgh, and

caft into irons in the tolbooth. Great lamentation was

made for this gallant, being ftill the king’s man for life

and death. Hurry thereafter goes to the Court de Guard,
and takes out the haill troopers horfe ftanding there, and
likewife out of the {tables, convoyed by the town’s people,
where they ftood ;5 amongft the reft the Marquis of Hunt~
1y’s beft horfe, which the lord Gordon had lent to major
Nathaniel Gordon, was likewife taken by Robert Forbes,
brother to the laird of Craigievar. .'They got gallant
horfes; the gentlemen could not mind it, but were glad
to efcape with their lives, fome one gate, fome another.

Hurry tarried not longer in the town nor he could get
their horfes, but returns back again the way he came; and
by the way takes out of the burgh of Montrofe, the Mar-
quis of Montrofe’ fecond fon, now lord Graham, by rea-
fon of his elder brothér’s deceafe, as ye have heard, a
young boy about 14 years of age, learning at the fchools,
attended by his pedagogue in quiet manner. He is taken,
had to Edinburgh, and he and his pedagogue warded in
thecaftle thereof.

Hurry having done this exploit in Aberdeen, the gentle-
men were forry, but could not mend it. They returned
back to Montrofe; fome on horfe and fome on foot, atham-
ed of this accident. Montrofe was highly offended for
the lofs of Donald Farquharfon more than the reft, thro
too great careleflnefs.

Upon the morn being Saturday, the faid Donald Far~
quharfon’s corps was found in the ftreet ftripped naked,
for they tirred from off his body a rich ftand of. apparel,
but put on the fame day. His corps was taken up, and
put in a clofe cheft, and carried to the chapel ttere oy, in
the Caftle-hill. 'The other dead corps were taken up and

. Aag put
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put into their chells, and carried to the famen chapel o
the Caftle-hill while they fhould all be buried.

The town of Aberdeen, fearing this accident fhould be
interpreted their fault, fent out two commiffioners to Kin-
tore, to ﬁgnify their innocency to Montrofe. He heard
them patiently with a woe heart, yet knew well enough
who were innocent or guilty in this matter within the
town ; wifely kept up his mind, and gave the commiffion-
ers anindifferent anfwer, and fo they returned to Aberdeen,
not knowing what {hould be the event.

. Montrofe gave order to general major McDonald to:
come to Aberdeen with 1000 Irifthes, horfe and foot,
and {ee his corps buried, who came indeced upon the fore-
faid Saturday the 16th of March to the town about 4 af-
ternoon. The towns people, both man and woman, were
under great fear of thir Irithes, and many had a mind to.
flee their houfes, but this noble major comforted them all,

for he quartered: his haill foot, being about 700 Irx(hes,
about the bridge of Deé¢ and Two-mile Cro{'s, and none
‘bade within the town but himfelf and his troopers. He -
caufed clofe the ports, and fent out {fcout watches, as a dif-
creet  captain fhould do: lord Lewis Gordon came with
him;

Upon the morn being Sunday, this gentleman with the:
other three corps, waslifted out of the caftle forefaid, and’
convoyed to their burial. Donald was buried in the laird of
Drums aile, with many woe hearts and doleful {hots.

But it is to be marked, there was no preaching in either
of the Aberdeens, becaufe the minifters had fled the town,
yet Dr Guild our Oldtown principal teached within the
College kirk, fuppofe for fear he durftnot preach out of
the College-yets, on the Sabbath day the 17th of March.

Now as Montrofe is lying at Kintore, the earl of Airly
falls there fick of a fever, and is convoyed therefrae to.
Lethentie, whereof his daughter'is lady, ‘with a guard of
300 men, officers, captains, and commanders, to wait
upon him. This beingdone, Moatrofe marches upon the
famen Sunday and 17th of March, frae Kintore to the
lands of Durris, pertaining to the lord Frafer.

General major McDenzald ftays all this Sunday in the

town..
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town, where he was much refpefted and well entertained,
for his love and favour which he fhewed, in not doing
wrong, or fuffering much wrong to beidone, except one
or two  covenanters that were plundered. They indeed
took their diet, but paid for all extraoadinaries, whereof’
the towns people were moft glad, yet he took up mickle
gear, as ye fhall prefently hear.

Upon Monday the 18th of March he leaves Aberdeen,
minding to meet Montrofe at Durris ; but a number of the
Irith rogues lay lurking behind him, abufing and fearing'
the towns people, taking their cloaks, plaids, and purfes
fraec them on the fircets. No merchant’s booth durft be
opened ; the {table doors were broken upon the night, and
the horfes taken out ; but the major hearing this, retnrns
that {famen Monday back, and drove all thir rafcals with
fore fkins out of the town before him, and fo both Aber-
deens were free both of him and them, by God’s provi-
dence, who looked both for fire and plundering; yet he
took up about 10,000 Ib. worth of cloth, gold and filver
lace, frae the merchants of the town, and the town became
obliged to pay for the fame to them. e took up his
cloth and other commodities, amounting to the faid fum of
10,000 pounds, and above, to be clothing to him and his
{oldiers, and canfed the town to become obliged to pay
the merchants, by raifing of a taxation for that effec,
whilk they were glad to do, to be quit of their company.
Thus crofs upon crofs comes npon Aberdeen. ‘

Ye hear how Montrofe marches frae Kintore towards.
Durris ; he fpared by the way the lairds of Monymufk
and Leys lands unplundered, upon fome private conditions,
and came to Durris, where major McDonald meets him.
They burnt up the place, haill laigh biggings and corns,
and fpoilzied the haill ground of horfe, nolt, theep, and
other goods. This was dene upon Sunday the 17th of
March.

And a party the famen Sunday was direét out upon fic
lands of Tintray as pertained to Craigievar, to plunder,
burn and deftroy the fame, bhoufes, biggings, corns and
all. Mr Andrew. Abercromby, minifter of Fintray, his
houfe and corns weze burnt up, and his goods plundered,

being
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being a main covenanter. Some thought Craigievar de.
ferved this injury, being credibly taken prifoner, and well
refpected bothof the country and Montrofe,- and would
take his liberty after fic a difhonourable manner; whereas
if he had f{taid, his licence might have been purchafed after
a fair way, at leaft he would not have fuffered fuch a
fkaith if he had bidden captive. Montrofe marches frae
Durris to Stonehaven, and came there upon Tuefday the
19th of March, and hearing fome troubles to arife in the
north againft the lord Gordon’s lands, he fends back his
footmen, eftimate to oo men, to defend Strathboggie,
and remanent of his ground, againft fuch enemies as fhould
come, who came indeed, as ye have hereafter ; but ftill
he kept the lord Gordon with his horfe troops befide
himfelfj.while occafion offered.

The earl of  Airly, lying fore fick at Lethentie, asye
have heard, and hearing of the lord.Gorden’s men com-
ing back again, he caufes tranfport himfelf to Strathboggie,,
as a place of greater ftrength and fecurity, having his
guard about him, where he lay while God fert him his
health. :

Montrofe quarters himfelf in James Clark the provoft’s
houfe of Stonehaven, the lord Gordon and others befide
the army, quarteredin Cowie and about the country.

Upon Wednefday the 2oth of March, he writes a letter
to earl Marifchal, being in Dunnotter, where there was
about 16 minifters, who had fled their own houfes, and
taken refuge there; amongft whom was Mr Andrew Cant
and his wife alfo; and Mr John Rue minifter at Aberdeen,
and Mr William Douglas profeflor there, George Keith
the earl Marifchal’s brother was alfo come there out of
France lately, and diverfe others. This letter was receiv-
ed and read, albeit the bearer {tood at their yett, but gat
po anfwer ; whereat Montrofe was highly offended, done
chiefly by perfuafion of his lady and of the miniftry, ef-
pecially by Mr Andrew Cant. It is faid the lord Gordon
wrote a letter to the forefaid George Keith, who came to-
Stonehaven and conferred with him, and Montrofe alfo,
whofe defire was, that the Earl thould ferve the King, and

concur with him againt his rebellious fubjects, as he that
, was

Y
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was bound thereto both from his place and honours. This
was the fum, as was faid, of all, otherwife to be wupon his
own hazard. But this noble earl, counfelled by Mr An-
drew Cant and the reft of the brethren, refufed this fervice
allenarly, faying he would not be againft the country.

Wherevpon Montrofe upon the 21ft of March began
and burnt up the barn yards of Dunnotter, houfes, corns,
and all; whilk the earl and his lady within the place faw;
{yne fires the tolbooth of Stonehaven, wherein there was
ftore of bear and corns, and the haill town alfo, being the
King’s royal burgh, with the haill corn yards, houfes, and
biggings, except the {aid James Clerk’s biggings, wherein
Montrofe himfelf was quartered.

They plundered a fhip lying in the harbour, fyne fet
ler on fire, with the haill fither boats lying there.

They burnt up the haill town'of Cowie, houfes, bigg-
ings, corns, and corn-yards, and fiklike plundered the
haill goods, gear, horfes, nolt, fheep, whilk they could
get, and plundered the parfon of Dunnotter’s houfe, fyne
fet the fame on fire.

Itis faid the people of Stonehaven and Cowie came out,
men, women and children at their feet, and children in
their arms, crying, howling and weeping, praying the
carl for God’s caufe to fave them from this firc how foon
it was kindled ; but thir poor people gat no anfwer,” nor
knew they where to go with their children. Lamentable
tofee! ¥

Fettereflo was alfo fired, and a quarter of it burnt, but
the haill cornyards and laigh bigging were utterly deftroy-
ed and burnt up.

They fired the pleafant park of Fettereflo, fome trees
burnt, others being green could not burn, but the hart,
the hind, the deer and the roe, fkirled at the fight of fire,
but they wereall tane and flain. The horfe, mares, oxen,
and ky, were all likewife killed, and the haill baronies of
Dunnotter and Fettereffo utterly {poilzied, plundered and
undone.  After this he marches to Drumlithy, and ta
Urle, pertaining to John Forbes of Lefly, a great cove-
nanter ; he fires the place, burns all to the vaults, and
haill laigh bigging, corns, and barn yards, and plunders

the
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the haill ground. He fends to his own goodbrother the
vifcount of Arbuthnot, but as is faid there was by his or-
der burnt and plundered to him 24 ploughs of land.

He comes to Fettercairn upon the day of March,
and fends out quarter-mafters to quarter fome troops in the
country, and about the burgh of Montrofe. But general
major Hurry lying in ambufh within the planting of Hal-
kertoun without their knowledge, iffues out fuddenly with
a great cry and a fhout upon their troopers, who returned
fhortly back to Montrofe’ camp, and he direétly fends out
a better number of troopers; but how foon Hurry fees
them, he takes into another ambufh hard befide, but he is
rouzed out and routed through the North Water, and
fled with greater fkaith nor he gave, to major Baillie, lying
with his army near hand..

Montrofe’ troopers returns back to the camp, where Mr.
James Strachan’s houfe was burnt in Fettercairn.

Upon Sunday the 24th of March, Mr. William Stra-
chan our minifter, came to his houfe in Old Aberdeen, and
preached, but Mr. Andrew Cant and Mr. John Rue were
not come not to their charge in New Aberdeen out of
Dunnotter; yet Dr. Guild and Mr. Roebert.Downie fup-
plied their place, Sunday and week day.

This famen Sunday, Charles Gordon, now called lord
Charles, with his pedagogue Mr. Thomas Johnfton, were
tranfported frae the Oldtown fchools to the place of Lef-
moir, in the time of thir troubles, left he fhould be taken,
as the lord Graham was taken frae the fchools in Montrofc,
as ye have heard.

Montrofe ftaid at Fettercairn Friday, Saturday, Sunday,
and upon Monday the 25th of March marched therefrae
to Brechin with his foot army, and direéts his troopers to
the town of Montrofe, with charge to take their entertain=
ment, but no more. They took the fame, and wine e-
nough, but did no more harm to the town.

The town’s people of Brechin hid their goods in the
caftle thereof, and kirk fteeples, and fled themfelves, which
flight enraged the foldiers ; they found their goods, plun=
dered the caftle and haill town, and burnt about 60 houfes.

¥rom Brechin he marched upon the day of Mar'ilflx

wi
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with his troovers in a body, through Angus, where he
raifed fome fire alfo. Lieutenant major Baillie being in
the fields near by, having four foot regiments and two re-
ments of horfe, to whom alfo came the lord Loudon,
hxgh chancellor, his regiment, with the earl of Lothian’s
regxment alfo, both foot regiments, befides great forces
was coming; ficas 1500 red coats out of Ireland, and fome
other regiments, yet there was but 6oo red coats.

Ye have before, that our Scots parliament was up and

rofe upon the 20th day of February. They did not ad-
journ the fame ¢o any certain day, but eftabhifhed their con-
ftant committee of parliament, to fit upon the country af-
fairs. 4

Montrofe is informed of licutenant major Baillie’s forces,
and mighty preparation ; yet could not difinay him. But
frae Brechin he .marches through Angus in his fight, and
his forces without ftroke of {fword or puth of pike, he hav-
ing then in fervice four foot regiments, and the lord Bal-
carras and Sir James Hacket’s two horfe regiments ; where-
as Montrofe was not fo many in his fervice, not pafling
3000, foot, horfe, and dragooners. Baillie comes frae
Perth to met Montrofe at or about Brechin. Montrofe
marches in his fight to the water of Tay; he keeps the one
fide, Baillie follows and keeps the other fide of this river,
within mufket fhot to others.

There was fome fkirmifhing betwixt their {cout watches
daily, but none offering battle to others, whereat many
marvelled. The country was alio holden under continual
fear, none knowing whom to follow, and gladly would
have had it difcufled by a battle betwixt them. But how-
foever it was, Baillie durft not go on, but according to or-
der, who had fome noblemen on his council of war ftill
with him, fic as the earl of Crawford, fometime called
lord Lindfay, the earl of Caflilis, the lord Balmerinoch,
the lord Kircudbright, and fome others, without whofe ad-
vice he counld do nothing.

As Moatrofe is in ~ingus, the vifcount of Frendraught,
the lord Frafer, the mafter of Forbes, with their friends
and followers, leaves their houfes, comes to the ficlds, and

begins

"
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begins to opprefs whom they could overtake; and firft

- they meddle.upon the highway with Hugh Gordon, fon

to George Gordon of Coclarachie; they took Heftor
Abercromby of Fetterneir, and William Frafer of Craig-
fton, and wards them both in the place of Frendraught.
They warded alfo the third in Muchalls, but they fet
him {hortly at liberty, and Fetterneir was alfo put to li-
berty.

Thir people, with Craigievar, were great covenanters,
and deadly enemies to the houfe of Huntly ; the marquis
being ftill in Strathnaver all this while. They rode alfo
to the place of Lethentie, feeking for the earl of Airly,
who they knew wellenough was in Strathboggie; they gat
no eatrance there, nor did no fkaith at this time, but here-
after it was plundered, as ye fhall hear.

It is to be remarked, that the month of March was very
outrageous, high, and windy, whereof the like was feldom -
feen here. 4

_Ye heard before of Montrofe’ march and lieutenant ma-
jor Baillie’s continual following of him, and how the coun-
try was kept under daily fear, both of the one army and
of the other, as they are dallying this wife in others fight,
about four or five days time. Montrofe marches to Killie-
muir and the hills, and Baillie to Perth. In the meantime
the lord Gordon and general major M<Donald, gets order
to ftorm Dundee, who upon Friday the 4th of April came
there with 200 horfe and about 8oo foot, whereof the
moft part were Irifhes, and Montrofe followed with the
haill army that famen day, and encamped at Dundee-
Law hard befide. They enter the town courageoully ; the
town’s men defend as well as they could. Their cannon
planted on the cawfey for defence of the ports were fhot,
but did no fkaith, for theyentered the town by the ports
four feveral ways. They burnt up the Bonnet-hill almoft
all together, and fired fundry other houfes within the
town. As they are bufy at this work, major Baillie gets
word, and with Balcarras and Hacket’s regiments came
with all fpeed to refcue Dundee, having his foot army com-
ing after as faft as they could from St. Johnfton. The

lord
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lord Gordon hearing of their coming, reccives orders frae
Montrofe, lying hard by, to found the retreat, and to
return to the camp, whilk he did, even when the
town was at the rendering. However Montrofe begins
in a full body to march about fix hours at even. Baillie and
Hurry bade while their foot came, and with all diligence
in a body follows, and overtakes Montrofe marching to
the braes, for it was about 6 hours before Baillie’s foot
army could win to Dundee. It is faid major Hurry would
fain have yoked with Montrofe, but Baillic exprefsly coun-:
termanded him; fo they part, the one army frae the other,
through mirknefs of the night ; Moatrofe to Killiemuir,
and Baillie to Forfar, without blood or flanghter, but there
were fome (lain at Dundee at the ftorming ‘thercof.

Baillie leaves following of Montrofe, and frae Forfar
goes to Brechin. Upon the morn; the earl Mari{chal, the
vifcouut of Frendraught, the lord Frafer, the mafter of
Forbes, the lairds of Boyn, Echt, Craigievar, Lefly, and
divers others opprefled covenanters, meet him at Brechin,
and held their committees there.

General major Hurry here received orders to come to
Aberdeen with the lord Loudon and earl of Lothiaa’s foot
refiments, confifting of about 1000 brave foldiers, coma
manders and all, and Sir James Hacket’s regiment of about
250 horfe, the nobles and barons to come with him, who
are above mentioned, and Baillie to go back to St. Johnfton.

Upon the lalt of March,. Mr. Andrew Cant with his
wife, and Mr. John Rae, with Mr. William Douglas,
came to Aberdeen frae Dunnotter. Mr. William Robert-
fon, Patrick Lefly, and the reft came to the town, upon
the morn being Tuefday, and firft of April, and an ordinary
prefbytery day of Aberdeen, where it was told to the bre-
thren, that the committee of the kirk had appointed a faft
for divers great caufes, to be kept through all Scotland,
and that it was done in the fouth, and omitted here by
reafon of thir troubles. Therefore it was appointed to be
kept upon the Pafch-day next the 6th of April, within this
prefbytery, and through the reft of the kirks as foon as
might be. Some marvelled at theappointing of this faft upon
Sunday next, and on good Pafch-day, whilk was kept be-

Vol. 1L Bb forg
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fore in praifing God with mirth and merrinefs for the refur-
rection of Jefus Chrift, and now turned over into fafting
and mourmng by our kirk.

The common people grudged with thir new-come or-
ders. It was ftraitly kept here frae cight hours in the
morning while twa afternoon, for the forenoon’s fermon ;
and as long an afternoon’s fermon. No meat durft be
made ready ; fearchers fought the town’s houfes and kit-
chens for the fame.  Thus is the people vexed with thir
extraordinary fafts and thankigivings, upon the Sabbath
day, appointed by God for a day of reft, feeing their

~ bodies are vexed with labour on the work days, through
- the prepofterous zeal of our miniftry.

Mr William Strachan, on thisdayof humiliation, cried
out againf{t Montrofe and his army, calling them bloady
butchers, traitors, perfidious, and of the hellith crew, with
imany other {peeches, unmeet to be uttered by a minifter
from the chair of verity. Mr Andrew Cant, with Mr
John Rue and Mr William Robertfon, were as malicious,
and fully worfe agaiaft them in their pulpits, and Cant was
heard to rail againft the King’s own commiffion granted
to Montrofe, and fpared not to call himn and his army mur-
derers, bloody butchers, rebels, and excommunicated
traitors, whereat fome of the well difpofed auditors did
tremble, wondering at the railing of the miniftry almoft
every where, wicked counfellors, and evil inftruments frae
the beginning of thir troubles, but no repentance for the
mother-fin, which was riving of the King’s prerogative
frae him, and his rents and living within this kingdom,
which has bred this mifery, God's wrath, peft and {word.

Ye heard before of Montrofe’ march to Killiemuir; and
underftanding fome enemies were rifen, and growing to
an head in thir parts, ficas Frendraught, the Frafers, For-
befes, and their kin and friends, chiefly againft the houfe
of Huntly, their friends and followers; therefore moft
wifely he dire€ts from Killiemuir the lord Gordon’s brother
Lewis, or lord Lewis, with the horfemen which he brought
with him (being about 160) his footmen being fent before
as ye have heard, to gohome and defend his country and
friends,

. In
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In the mean time, the earl Marifchal, the vifcount of
Frendraught, the lord Frafer, the Mafter of Forbes, ths
lairds of Boyn, Ludquharn, Craigievar, Echt, Leily,
Kermuck, and diverfe others barons, grow to an head,
and comes to Aberdeen upor. Moaday the 7th of April to
hold their committees, for uptaking of the excife, and
. laying more grievous burdens upon the King’s {ubdjelts;
but they were by God’s providence interrupted at this time;
for the lord Gordon came frae Killiemuir, and crofles Dee
at the Mill of Dinnety uponthe 8th of April. Marifchal
is informed of an army cominy that gate; the famen 8th
of April, goes to council and diffolves the committee, he
to Dunnotter, and ilk anea fundry gate; whereat many
marvelled, and fome were biyth. ;

The lord Gordon comes to Strathboggie, but before his
coming, John Gordon of Buckie, an old aged man, took in
his chief’s place of the Bog, makes James Gordon, of the
family of Lichieftown, ane renowned foldier, captain
thereof, who manned and provided the houfe, and kept
the famen ftoutly. He drew the haill boats and cobles of
Spey, that none {lould get paflage frac the north; he fet
out nightly an hundred men in watch, being under fear
of the Murray men and regiments lying at Invernefs.

This famen Tuefday and 8th of Aprily appointed for
holding of the committee, our prefbytery fat down in New
Aberdeen, where there was produced a number of printed
papers for uptaking of the excife, and ilk minifter to have
one here, and the haill province to intimate upon a Sabbath-
day before his parifhioners, to the effe&t that they fhould
thereafter get payment; but the brethren hearing of the
lords going from the committee, diffolves their prefbytery
fuddenly without more ado..

Ye hear before how major Hurry received orders at
Brechin to come here, and lieutenant major Baillie to re-
turn to Perth, back again; conform thercto, upon the 11th
of April he came to Aberdeen, with his twofoot regiments,
and a horfe regiment; he was convoyed with the nobles
and barons . alfo, frae Brechin, except Marifchal, who
went to Dunnotter. Hurry caufed quarter his troopers
about Torry, and his foot regiments this night in New
Aberdeen. Bb2 Upou:
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Urpon the morn, the troopers were quartered in Old
Aberdeen, captains, officers and all; they plundered
about the town, mcat for their horfes within three miles
thereof, and paid for their own meat. Hurry caufes
ftraitly waich the town of Aberdeen, bridges of Dee and
Den nightly, and the Qld Town alfo.

Friday being the 11th of April, Saturday, Sunday and
Monday, they flay, as is formerly fet down.

Upon Tuelday the 15th of April, Hurryintends to march
from both Abcrdeens; draws out the lord Loudon’s re-
giment firft out of the town (he being Chancellor of Scot-
land)the troopers march frae the Old-town. As they are
going into the town, the Lothian regiment raifed a mutiny
agoindt their commanders, and went to arms, kept the
town, clofed the poits, and would not fuffer any of
Loudon’s rcgiment, lying without the ports, nor their
commanders or captains to take order with them, nor fuf-
fer trcoper nor Loudon’s regiment to enter within the
town. The caufe of this mutiny was, for want of cloath-
ing and pay, promifed to be given them at Aberdecn,
whilk the other regiment and troopers had truly gottcn, as
wvras true, and they only wanting, whilk carried fome reafon
with it ; nor further would they march while they were
‘compleatly paid of all their dues. Major Hurry nor none
of the commanders might not mend themfelves, but take
“ patience per force; and they take this courfe, that the
lord Loudon’s regiment and troopers, who could not get
entry into thetown, fhould march back to Old Aberdeen
that night upon their own charges, and toget nothing but
houfe room, fire, candle, and beds, where they could be
had.

"This poor town was pitifully diftreffed, in providing
their lodgings, but mickle more to furnifh them meat, fcarce
gettable for money. The troopers fought meat through
the country for their horfes and themfelves. Thus they
lay in both Aberdeens, while Hurry fent to the eftates for
money and cloathing. Like as upon Thurfday the 17th
of April, abark came to Aberdeen with thir commodities,
wherein Hurry’s wife came alfo; he directed her back again
by land, and caufed fhortly cloath his foldiers, and hpay

their
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their dues ; and after they had ftayed frae Friday the r1th.
of April upon their expences, which was reafonably well
paid, upon Saturday the 1gth of April they marched all
together in a body from Aberdeen, towards Kintore and
Inverurie; from that to Rayne, carrying in their company
two field pieces. 'They plundered the lands of Newtown.
and Harthill (for thelairds were in Montrofe’ fervice) from.
that they' go to Strathboggie and Enzie, as ye fhall
hear. :

Upon the forefaid 15th of April, and third Tue{day
thereof, our provincial aflembly fat down in New Aber-
deen, and at their down-fitting they hear of the mutiny a-
mongft the foldiers forefaid. The earl Marifchal came frae
Dunnotter to this affembly, ftayed not, but returned back
upon the morn, being Wednefday. Mr. William Strachan,
minifter at Old Aberdeen,is chofen moderator for the af-.
fairs concerning the provincial affembly, to the next alfem-.
bly, and Mr. Andrew Cant is moderator for the pre(by-
tery of Aberdeen. Mr. David Lindfay parfon of Belhel-
vie is disjoined from this preibytery to the prefbytery of
Ellon. Marvellous to {ee fic alterations !

Upon Sunday the 13th of April, before {fermon, the vif-
count of Frendraught, the lord Frafer, the mafter of For-.
bes, the lairds of Boyn, Echt, Ludquharn, and divers o-
thers, who came in with Hurry to Aberdeen, rode from.
the town ; fome thought to meet him at Strathboggie.

Word came here, that upon Friday the 11th of April,,
by command of the eftates, the lord Gordon’s arms, the.
laird of Delgaty’s arms, and the goodman of Coxtown’s.
arms were alfo riven at the crofs of Edinburgh ; them-
{elves declared traitors to their comntry, and their lands:
forfeited, for following the king. ’

Ye heard before how the place of Lethentie was pur-
fued, yet gat ro entrance 3 thereafter about this fame time,,
Sir William Forbes of Craigievar, with his affifters, came,,
took in the houfc, put the lady to the yett (her hufband be-
ing abfent) plundered the ground, and {ent the corns to his
own lands of Fintray to fow. becaufe there was none left.
unplundered or burnt, as ye have before.

Upon Sunday the 20th of . pril, our minifter read outa.

Bba paper,,
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paper, as was done at other churches, warning the fhire
of Aberdeen for Hurry’s fervice to furnith out 6oo dra-
gooners, man and horfe,” and to have their rendezvous at
Aberdeen the 29th of April. The time was fhort, yet
charged under great pains; but nonc kept or gave obedi-
ence, for the country lay groaning under thir heavy bur-
dens.

Ye heard how Montrofe went to Killiemnir, It is
faid he direCted MsDonald North into Birfe, Cromar and
Glentanner, and himfelf paft fouth towards Duankeld ; but
in effet we had no certainty where he went, he was fo
obfcure; and Baillie lay flill at St. Johnfton with his forces.

It is faid that Forbes of Skellater, a ftrong gentleman, a-
greed with the lord Gordon for taking of fome nolt and
fheep from his friends, as ye have heard ; and at his com-
mand pait to MDonald with 200 foldiers, and they march
to Coupar in Angus, pertaining to the lord Coupar, the
lord Balmerinoch’s brother, whilk he fired, and flew Mr.
Patrick Lindfay minifter at Coupar, and fome others, fyne
routed the lord ‘Balcarras’ troopers lying near by, killed
fome, and took their horfes and arms, fyne took to the
hills.

Upon Wednefday the 23d of April, the earl Marifchal,
with thelairds of Talquhon, Watertoun, Kermuck, and di-
vers others, held a committee at Aberdeen, fyne returned
back again that fame night to Dunnotter.

The famen Wednefday and 23d of April there is taken
within the Forth, feven Scots merchant thips, well load-
ned with goods, and one of the king’s flips, now called a
parliament fhip, by fome frigates, whether Englith, Irifh,
or Dunkirkers, is uncertain.  James Nicolfon, white fither
in Footdee, was taken at his lines by one of thir frigates,
but did him little fkaith nor his boat ; they had him with
them, but fuffered the boatto go home. Theylanded him
at the Bownefs, and he by land returned to his own houfe ;
Le could tell nothing, but that thisfrigate wasaman of war,
but to whom fhe belonged, he could not tell.  Thereafter
out of Forth therc was taken four other merchart fhips,
riehly loadened, whereof captain Scaton’s thip,now gone to
fea, was one. Thus is Scotland wrecked Loth by fea and
land.

Upon
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Upon Friday the 25th of April, Sir William Forbes
of Cragievar at his own hand takes in the placc of Kem-
nay, frae the widow lady thereof, plants fome foldiers
therein, being ftanked about, and of good defence; he
plundered corns and viétuals for their maintenance frae
the laird of Kincraigie, fyne took his beflt faddle horfes,
and plundered the country about for the fame caufe, fic as |
Newtown and Harthill ; he plundered frae them about
160 oxen, and drove them to Fife, and fold them; he
took alfo George Gordon of Rhynie.

Ye heard of Montrofe’ being at Duakeld; he returns
north, and beyond Dee there comes to him the lord Gor-
don, out of Auchindown, M<Donald and his company;
fiklike there came to him the lord Aboyne, the mafter of
Napier, the laird of Delgaty, the laird of Keir younger,
who with the earl of Nith{dale and Lord Herrefs, had bro-
ken ont of Carlifle, with about 28 horfe, through David
Lefly’s army defperately, yet happily fafe and found. Thus
Aboyne, Napier, Delgaty, and Keir, came in to Montrofe
beyond Dee, who were all joyful for one another ; they
began to march crofs the river Dee at the Mill of Crathie,
and haftes the lord Aboyne to Aberdeen for powder, and
they to bide his return at Skene. He comes down Dee-
fideupon Thurfday the 1ftof May, and with about 40 horfe
came to Aberdeen, fets watches, goes to two fhips lying
in the harbour, plunders about 20 barrels or kinkens of
powder, ftayed no longer, but paft fhortly to the camp at
Skene the fame night, who were very glad of his coming
with the powder, being very {cant thereof ; he did no more
fkaith, yet Mr. Andrew Cant, Mr. John Rue, and fome
covenanters, fled like foxes. Thir barks were but new
come home from Tlanders.

Mr. William Chalmers minifter at Skene, and Mr. Wil-
liam Davidfon’s houfes were plundered, and two men
killed by the Irifhes, but no wrong was done to the lady
Marifchal’s liferent lands.

Ye heard of Hurry’s march to Strathboggie and the
Enzie. He raifed no fire, nor did any wrong to the tately
palaces of Strathboggie and the Bog, and marched by them
to the Enzie, and encamped at the Upper and Nether

. Buc-
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Buckies, where the earl of Findlater and Lord Crightem,.
the laird of Boyn, and fome others, came to his affiftance.
The lord Gordon, at Hurry’s coming, went to Auchin-
down, where he ftayed while he went to Montrofe, as ye
have heard, becaufe he had no order to give battle to Hur-
ry, who all this time is plundering the pleafant country of.
the Eozie. He made up 4co dragooners of the country-
horfe, 2nd made meat of the corns, vi¢tuals, nolt, fheep,
and ky, and as was faid he fent to Frendraught’s tenants
corns, cattle, and other goods, to help their lofles; he
was eftimated to 1000 foot, 200 troopers, and 400 dra-
gooners, by and attour fic country help as came in to him.
He camped here frae the 20th of April that he came to the
Enzie, to Friday the 2d of May ; and hearing of Montrofe’s
coming, upon Saturday the 3d of May he marches over
Spey, there to join with the Murray-forces. Montrofe lying.
at Skene, on Friday May the 2d, by break of day, marches.
in a full body to Strathboggie ; upon the morn to the Bog;
and upon Monday the sth of May paft haftily over Spey
after Hurry. He was eftimate to about 4000 men, horfe
and all, where I muft ceafe a little.

Upon Sunday the 27th of April, our minifter Mr. Wil-
liam Strachan, as other minifters did, made a fpeech con-
form to the imprinted papers anent the uptaking of the ex-
cife, fent from the committec of the eftates, the particulars
whereof ye have before, firft by committee, thereafter
ratified by parliament, dated the 29th of July 1644, and
laft of January 1645. 'This excife was ordained to begin
the 10th of February, and to endure but for an year there-

- after ; this day is altered, and begins the firlt of Auguft
1644, to continue to the firft of Auguft 1645. .

Many decrees were made for uptaking of this grievous
excife, fore againft tiie people’s will, crying with many male-
di&ions againil the fame ; as done to the wreck both of
burgh and land. and all for this, to. make up monies to fur=
nith the armies gone intc England out of this kingdom, for
reformation and defence of rcligion, but rather more truly
to furnith men to fight againft his facred majefty, feeing he
had moft gracioufly condeicended to our haill hearts defire,
both in church and policy, whilk his majefty never brake

i)
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in one jot; yet we wonld not reft, but raife arms to the
wreck of our country, upon no trae reafon, asis faid before.
Now as the people looked for a tyranmcal uptaking of this
excife, after their pulpit intimations, it was crofled by the
incoming of Aboyne to Aberdeen, as ye have already
heard.

Ye heard before how Craigievar took in Kemnay. He
alledged he had warrant frae the eftates to take in, during
thir troubles, the ftrongeft houfes, and fortify the fame,
and the{oldiers to live upon the rents of the lands, or upan
the country where there was no rents to fuftain them.
Right fua he took in the place of Pitcaple, and fortified
the famen, but Kemnay he quitted at the ficld of Alford,
and Abercromby younger of Birkenbog manned
the fame.

Upon Tuelday the 29th of April, ‘there was fix feveral
proclamations made at the Crofs of Aberdeen, firft anent
the felling of the haill forfeited perfons lands within the
north, but there could be found no buyers. 'There were
other four worthlefs proclamations, which of purpo‘e I
have left unwritten.

Upon Sunday the 3d of May Baillie goes into Athol,
and burns and deftroys that pleafant country. This is not
the firft fire the covenanters raifed in Scotland, as I belicve, |
and as the King had jaftly given commiffion to Montrofe
to raife fire and fword againft his rebels, right fua the
committee of eftates gave order to raife fire and fivord
upon the King’s loyal fubjeéts, as was done by the Mar-
quis (then ear ‘) of Argyle; for firft he raifed fire at his
own hand upon the earl of Airly’s lands, as ye have heard
{fyne burnt the lands of Keppach, pertaining to McDonald,
and ficlike burnt the laigh bigging about the place of
Kelly, as ye have heard; fyne demolithed the fair paflages
of the houfe, with fundry others, without warrant or an-
thority of our fovereign the King. The raifing of this
fire was thought good fervice by preachers and covenanters,
done for reformation of religion and defence thereof, as
moft unjuftly they alledged, fince his Majefty had grant-
ed all our defires both in kirk and policy, as is well feen
in-thealts of parliament. But the King, feeing their in-

tentions
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tentions were rather againft royalty than for religion, and
withal fearing the kingdom would be born down with
blood, murder, fire, {word, plundering, robbery, and
oppreffion, ftent, taxations, men and moneys, done of fet
purpofe againft himfelf and his geod fubje@s; he for
reprefling of thir abufes grants a commiffion to the marquis
of Montrofe, to rife with fire and fword againft his rebel-
lious fubje&ts, and to defend his true and loyal friendss;
but the preachers and covenanters railed and cried out
againft his Majefty’s lawful commiflion. Strange to fee!

Baillie having burnt up and deftroyed this fair and fer-
tile country of Athol, for the loyalty of the inhabitants to
their dread fovercign, went to the caftle of Blair, an im-
pregnable firength, wherein many of the prifoners taken
at Inverlochy, and haill wealth of Montrofe’s army were
kept; bat he could not get this houfe taken in, and after
the burning of the country he plundered horfe, nolt, and
fheep, with the haill goods thereof, for entertaining of his
army; fyne marches frae Athol in through the ficlds to
Killiemuir and Fettercairn ; and upon Saturday the 1oth
of May he comes and camps in Birfe, ftill plundering the
country wherever he goes, eating the green growing corns
{carce come to the blade, with their horfes. He was efti-
mate about 2000 foot and 120 troopers. Upon Sunday
the 11th of May he marches to Cromar, and camps betwixt
the kirks of Coull and Tarland ; he burnt the houfe of
Dalperfie, pertaining to Gordon, and ftill lay
plundering and deftroying the country, abiding the com-
ing of the lord Balcarras with his horfe regiment, and that
the gentry of theland fhould rife and aflift him; where I
will leave him for a whhile.

Ye heard before how Hurry went, upon the third of
May, over Spey. Montrofe followed him over upon the
sth of the faid month, betwixt whom was a fkirmifh,
where James Gordon, fon to George Gordon of Rhynie,
was fore hurt. He is convoyed to the Strudders, where
a friend of his own dwelt, to ly while he fhould be cured,
and had a gentleman called Gordon to attend him. But
major Sutherland advertifes the young laird of Innes, that
he was lying at this houfe, who rafhly and unadvife{dly

ent
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out a party, viz. captzin Smith, Alexander Douglas,
“John Douglas, and John Milne younger, all Elgin men,
with fome others, and cruelly they murdered this young
gentleman, lying fore wounded, and left his keeper alfo
for dead. This was thought an odious deed, barbarous,
and inhuman, to murder this youth not paffling 18 years of
age, which was well revenged by Montrofe at Auldearn
and bigging of Elgin, as after does appear.

Hurry wan nothing at this fkirmifh, but marched weft,
removed the laird of Lare’s regiment and Buchanan’s re-
giment out of Invernefs, except fo many as fhould keep
the town. There came alfo' of country people in to him
the earl of Sutherland, with his power ; the earl of Sea-
forth in perfon, with his power; the earl of Findlater
himfelf was there ; the lord Lovat’s power was there, but
not himfelf ; the young laird of Innes, the Roffes, Mon-
ros, Dunbars, the lairds of Boyn and Birkenbog, and
many others came in to Hurry, who was now eftimate
about goo0 foot, and goo horfe, all expert foldiers and
refolute gentlemen, with brave commanders, officers, and
captains.

But Seaforth was thought to be a perfidious trairor,
who after he was deeply {worn by Montrofe to the King’s
fervice, and upon this parole had gotten liberty to go
home, whereas Montrofe might have kept him fill in
his company, yet forgetting his oath before God, his duty
towards his Prince, and this nobleman his Majefty’s gene-
ral, he lap in to the other fide, as ye have heard before,
where he alfo gave his oath.

Now Hurry is bufy be-weft Auldearn, drawing to an
head, and Montrofe marches forward to Auldearn, about
3000 foot and horfe, where he encamps commodioufly,
and upon Friday the gth of May Hurry comes marching
forward to Auldearn, where Montrofe was biding him
in good order and pofture. At laft Montrofe gives Hurry
an hot charge upon all quarters, both with foot and horfe;
andina fhort fpace the Chancellor’s regiment called Lou-
don’s regiment, the Lothian regiment, Lare’s regiment,
and Buchanan’s regiment, (all expert and fingular well
trained {foldicrs as were in this kingdom) are for the moft

part
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part cut off, fighting to the death valiantly. This over-
throw was attributed to one crowner or major Drummond,
who wheeled about unfkilfully through his own foot, and
brake their ranks, whereby they were all {lain by the ene-
my, and for which by a council of war thereafter, hol-
den at Invernefs, he was fhot ftanding on his feet, but not
at a poft. There was reckoned to be flain here at this
bloody battle, above 2000 men to Hurry, and fome 24,
gentlemen to Montrofe, and fome few Irithes killed, which
is miraculous, and only foughten with God’s own finger.
as would appear ; fo many to be cut down on the one
fide, and fo few on the other ;. yet no thanks was given to
God for this great victory. It is to be confidered that
Montrofe’s captains and foldiers wan this viftory with
great glory of arms, and the lord Gordon, the Vifcount
of Aboyne, and their name and followers fought fo vali-
antly, thatthey deferved eternal praife.

Many of Hurry’s commanders with the reft were killed
and taken prifoners, of whom the laird of Lares, Sir John
Murray, and Sir Gideon Murray were killed, 10 or 12
prifoners taken, of whom Lares’ brother, called
Campbell, is one; fixtcen colours taken, with their haill’
baggage and ammunition, and much money and riches
found. The horfemen indeed fled firft, and left the foot
fighting courageoully to the death; they pofted to Inver-
nefs who were well horfed; others were killed in their
flceing. Hurry, Seaforth, Sutherland, Findlater, the lairds
of Boyn, Innes, Birkenbog, and the reft, wan fafely a-
way.

After this great viCtory Montrofe direts to burn the
laird of Calder’s (Campbell’s) lands and houfes in Nairn,
and plundered his haill goods. The earl of Murray being
in England, his ground was plundered, Kinfterrie and Le-
then’s lands plundered, and diverfc other lands in the
country ; and upon Sunday the 11th of May he comes to
Elgin, to his fupper. He fends out parties and burns
Garmouth, pertaining to the laird of Innes, (and plun-
ders the Friary of Llgin, but being church Jand would
not burn the {ame,) becaufe his fon gave orders to ‘kill
James Gordon of Rbynie; Walter Smith’s houfe; John

Milne’s
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‘Milne’s houfe; Mr John Douglas’ houfe of Murrieftown,
Alexander Douglas’ houfe, all in Elgin, were burnt, be-
caufe fome of themfelves and fome of their fons were at
the killing of James Gordon forefaid ; and ficlike the big-
ging of Spynie, pertaining in heritage to the faid Alexander
Douglas, was burnt, and fundry other houfes in Elgin,
through occafion of this fire, took fire and was burnt, fic
as Robert Gibfon, George Donaldfon, and George Su-
therland’s houfes ; the houfes pertaining to Mr John Hay
and Mr Gavin Douglas efcaped by compofition; the Bi-
fhops Mill, and Miltown, pertaining to major Sutherland’s
wife in liferent, was burnt, for being airt and part in the
faid James Gordon’s death; the laird of Plufcardine’s
houfe in Elgin was plundered.

This done, upon Monday the 12th of May Montrofe
diretts the baggage, arms, ammunition, and all the goods
over Spey to the Bog, and upon Wednefday thereafter
himfelf marches to the faid place, but ftays notthere, but
goes to Birkenbog, a main covenanter, where he and
{ome fpecialls were quartered. The reft of his army he
direts through the country upon quarters. He fends a
party, and burns up the town of Cullen, which was plun-
dered before, and fic lands of Frendraught’s as were left
unburnt up before, are now burnt up, There was fome fol-
diers quartered alfo in Banff.

Now Leith of Harthill came frae the camp to the Gari-
och with fome foldiers, and hearing that Craigievar had
mafterfully taken George Gordon of Rhynie at his own
hand, he takes John and Alexander Farquhars, ceufins
to Craigievar, and keeps them faft in Harthill, while the
faid George Gordon was fet to liberty. Harthill burns the
town and lands of Tombeg, occupied by William Forbes,
but pertainingin heritage to the laird of Monymufk, be-
caufe the faid William Forbes had plundered fome money
frae his fervant, with his baggage horfe; thereafter mans
and fortifies his own houfe of Harthill, for his defence.

Ye have before that lientenant general Baillie was lying
in Cromar. The lord Balcarras with his horfe regiment
came there, with two regiments of red coats; but for all
the thundering out of pulpits to gar the country rife with

Vor. IL o (0% Baillie,
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Baiilie, they lay fill, ard would not rife and follow him.
In the mean time Baillie got fure advertifement of Hurry’s

reat overthrow at Auldearn, and therefore upon Monday
the 19th of May he lifts his camp out of Cromar, and with
all hafte marches to the wood of Coclarachie, within two
miles of Strathboggie.

As he islying there, Sir John Hurry comes frae Inver»
nefs, croffes Spey, goes through the marquis of Montrofe’
watches, faying he was the lord Gordon’s man, and fair-
ly wan away paft them to Frendraught, and therefrae pafk
£o Coclarachie, where Baillie was lying.

EXD OF VOL. IIL
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BERDEEN, town of, afleffed in 7500 merks yeatly, tor

pay the minifters ftipends, 9. fends 130 foldiers to the
army, 150. fortificd, 152, provolt and magiltrates taken by
Haddo, &c. and carried to Strathboggie, and Auchindown,
160. give 20,000 merks to prevent being plunderéd, 204.
taken by Montrofe, and: plundered by the Irith- foldiers, 237,
z83.

Aboyne, vifcount of, forfeited and declared a traitor, 102,

Apparitions feen, 71, 73.

Atxgyle, marquis of, comes to Dunotter, 178. his proclamation
as geaeral of the army, 189. comesto Tursif; 194, to Cul-
Ien, 196. to Elgin, 197. leaves Aberdeen, 203. comes
north with an army againft Montrofe, 244. marches to Strath-
boggie, and plundersit, 247. comes to Bog of Gight, 250,
his progrefs, 251. follows Montrofe, 256. defeated at In-
verlochy, 270.

Aduldearn, battle of, 299«

Banbury, battle of, 149.

Banff, towa of, plundered, 172,

laird of, created Lord Banff, 47+

Banders, their meeting, 19. ordered to leave Edinburgh, 53
mect at Peebles, 119.

Blind Band, 147.

Brownifts, come to Aberdeen, 45. cenfured, 52,64, 57, 70,
102.

Cant, Mr. Andrew, his innovations in religion, 28, G8. Lis
fon fteals 500 merks, 105.
Carnwath, earl of, accufed, 87. goes to the King, 88.
Charles I. fhut out of Hull, 6. his charaler, 10, his lctter to
the council of Scotland, 18. goes to York, 26. puts a gai-
rifon into Newcaftle, 30. befieges Hull, but raifes the fiege,
Cc2 36s
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36. fets up his ftandard at Nottingham, 41. employs papifts
in his army, §6. his letter to the marquis of Huntly, 84.
to the council of Scotland, 107.

Clangregor, proceedings againft them, 41.

Conimillioners fent to the Englifh parliament, 48.

Communion, the prefbyterian method of celebrating it, 43, 108,

Convention at Edinburgh, fend commiflioners to the king, 66.
his anfwer, 8o. raife an army to go to England, 104.

Crawford, earl of, imprifoned and foifeited, 260.

Crighton, brother to Frendraught, killed, 42.

Covenanters, their grounds of umbrage againft the king, 24.
flee” from Aberdeen, 155. and fiom tke county, 168. raile
an army againft the marquis of Huntly, 174. come to Aber-
deen, 182 rtake the houfe of Kelly, 186. rendezvous at Tur.
riff, 194. at Aberdeen, 231.

Cemmittee at Aberdeen fend out a party to plander Tibbertic,
&c. 151. beat back, 152.

Dearth of viQuals, 64. 82.

Deoaglas, William, minifter of Forgue, chofen profeflor in Dr.
Forbes’ place, 152,

Drum, houfe of, plundered by the Trifh foldiers, 183.

laird of, apprebended in Caithnefs, 209.

Durvis (or Durris) plundered, 168.

Elders chofen ; their duty, 225.
Englifh commiffioners, their fupplication to the general affembly,

93.

Family-prayer enjoined, 54.

Faft-days kept, 46, 69, 76, 86, 111, 113, 120, 131, 153
caufes of, 211, 248.

Fifh, great fcarcity of, 26.

Flefh, prohibited to be brought to market, 3.

Forbes, Dr. of Corfe, perfills in refufing to fubferibe the cove.
nant, 28. conference between him and fome prefbyterian mi-
rifters, 53. called before the fynod, 81. goes to Holland,
147,

Fregdraught, laird of, created Lord Crighton, 47. marries
Drom’s daugheer, 53.

Gight, faied of, quarrcls with his mother, and affaults the
houfe,
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hoafe, 39. his houfe plundered, 1g8.

General Affembly at St Andrews, 36, 38. at Edinburgh, 86.
its proceedings, g2.

Gardon of Tillefrofkie, imprifoned for Brownifm, 102.

—lord, fom of the marquis of Huntly,.efpoufes the caufe
of the covenanters, and takes money from the colle&ors, 15q.

Gordon, Sir George, laird of Haddo, accufed of the murdes ¢f
James Stalker, 28. goes to the king, 33. hurts Baillie Jaffray
and his brother, 88. is fined in 27,000 merks, g8. protefts
againft the covenant, 116. intercommuncd, 123 afligns his
property to' Gilbert Gordon, ib. order for apprehending him,
.126. his houfe of Kelly attacked by the covenanters, 13z,
excommunicated, 173. taken prifoner, 185. fent to Edin-
burgh, 192. tried, 217. executed, 218.

Guild, Dr. William, demolifhes the bifhop’s palace, 26. 44,
47, 127, 228. 206I. :

Hanmilton, marquis of, created a Duke, 11g.
Huntly, marchionefs of, dies in France, 44.

Irvine, Alcxander of Kingcaufie, fhot by William Forbes, 226.

Kemnay, houfe of, plundered, 17r1.
King’s College, vifited, 133.

League and Covenant fworn in England, f12. in Old Aber-.
deen, 113.

Leith, George, killed by his father in law, go.

Lelly, geaeral, gets the command of the Scotch army, 104.
marches inte England, 125.

Letter from the governor and gentry of Newecaftle to the commifs.
fioners of the Scotch army, 134. from the Englith peers to
the fame, 137.

Marifchal, earl, holds a committee at Aberdeen, 108.

Mayor of London, imprifoned and depofed for publifhing the
King’s proclamation, zg.

Menzies, Sir Gilbert of “Pitfoddels, thoots Forbes of Lefly in,
the*leg, 54. goes to France, 127.

Mitchell, Thomas, Parfon of Tur:iff, acculed of fornication,,
8. acquitted, 23, j2.

C c3 Moge
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Moofter, an Italian one, comes to Aberdeen, 4«

Montrofe, marquis of, rides to the King, but prohibited from
coming near him, 12. excommunicated, 210. is made lieu-
tenant gereral of Scotland, 215. lands forces in Ardnamur-
chan,” cnder McDonald, 216. embarks them, and lands in
Sky, 216. joins McDonald in Athol, 232, defeats the Co-
vepanters at Tibbermuir, 233. takes and plenders St. Joha-
ftown (Perth) 233. marches thro’ the Mearns, and paffes
Dee, 235. defeats the Covenanters at Aberdeen, 237.
marckes north, plundering the country, 239. comes to Spey=
Side, and encamps at the Word of Abernethy, 246. marches
thro’ Atholinto Angus, 250. and thro’> Mearns to Stratha
bogaie, 254. his progrefs, 256, &c. plunders the county
of Argyle, and marches North again thro’ Badenoch, 269.
defeats Argyle at Inverlochy, 270, plunders the covenanters:
in Mariay, 273. plunders Cullen and Banff, 278. comes to
Durniis, 282. burns the town of Stonchaven, 285. marches
thro’ Angus, and affaults the town of Dundée, 288. railed at
from the pulpit, 290. defeats the Covenanters at Auldearn,
299. plunders their houfes and lands in Murray, 3co. *

Nith{dale, earl of, forfeited, and declared a traitor, 102.€x~
communicated, 210,

Oldtown church, vifited, 30. ornaments of the high altar pulled
down, 30, 63. *.

Ordinance for raifing men and money for the fervice of Ireland, -
¢6. for putting Scotland in a pofture of defence, 100, 143«
for raifing men, 121. for an excife, 140. ;

Queen, brings forces, money and ammunition from Holland,
74. lands at Burlington, and is cannonaded in her lodgings,
ib. arrives at Newcaftle, 75.

Papifts, excommunicated, 33, 110, 118, perfecuted, and
banifhed, 77. their rerts {cized, to ake up the covenarters
{offes, 263.

Parliement of England, their demands to his majefly, 36. 61.
eflablith a committee of war, and raife forces, 40. petliion
the king for peace, 72.

Peaceable Warning publifhed, 6g.

Petition of the noblemen, &c. to the privy council, 2o,

Pirates,
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Pirates, infeft the coaft, 83. 4

Rae, regent John, turns lunatic, 13.
Remonftrance of the Earl of Crawford, &c. to the parliament
at Oxford, 1356. R

Sandilands, Dr. gets a grant of 3500 merks out of the bifhopric
of Aberdeen, 3.

Scroggie, Dr. his recantation, 16.

Stalker, James, murdered at Turriff, 2.

Stonchaven, town of, burnt, 285.

Strachan, captain John, brings over fupplies to the king; and
is knighted, 35.

Taxations laid on the conntry, 71, 96, 16, 143, 145.

Wedderburn, William, minifter of Bethelnie, depofed fox
fornication, 7. reftored to the privilege of preaching, 52+

Weekly fermons fet up by Dr. Guild; 3.

Witches burnt in Fife, 102,
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Atcedents, acecflions,

«Lirt and part, aterm in Scotch Law,

equivalent to ¢ aiding and abet-
ting” in Englith Law.

SR Y

{Corbie, a crow, Fr. corbeau.
\Condcfeended on, {pecified.
ICrowner, coroner.

Cry ont, call out, proclaim.

Always, fometimes fignifies  how-'Crop the caufey, walk boldly in the

ever ; €.g. p. 4. “‘always the Ear)
returncd’—however the Earl re-

turned, &e.

Allenarly, folely, only.

Anihry, pantry.

Anent, over againft, corcerning.

Attour, befides. 3

Appearand, h:ir-apparent, ¢. g. vol.
2. p. 52, l. 20. *¢ appearand of]
Tilliefrofkie,’ heir-apparent of Til-
licfrofkie.

Bairm, child,

Band, bond, engagement.

Beflial, cattlein general.

/To Beck, to curtfey.

Bigging, building,

Birk, birch.,

Bleat, blunt, fheepith,

The Bog, or Bog of Gight, now Gor-
den Cattle,

Bruiked, enjoyed.

Briganer, robber, Fr, brigand,

Bridal, marriage.

Breeks, breeches.

Bufked, drefled.

By and attonr, befides, moreover.

Cautioner, furety—fet cantion, find fc-
curity.

Cannily, cunningly, craftily.

Chandler, a candleftick, Fr. chandelier.

Cheft, (p. 52.1. 9. from the bottom
coffin.

Cled bimfelf, p. 232. 1. 3. fhcltered

himfelf.
Congueft, acquired,
Corfefts, comfits.
Coft, bonght.,
Contumacedy accafed of contumacy.

-

fireet.
Cuinzie, coin.

Deaved, deafened.

Decored, decorated,

Ding, beat, conquer; to ding down,
to throw down with violence==
Dung in, beat in,

Difpaunied, abandoned, left.

DBiftrirnzie, diftrain by laws

Dreadure, dread.

Durvis, commonly Durris, near A-

berdeen, now belonging to the Earl

of Peterborough.

Effeiring, according to, agrecing to.
To Eik, to add.

E’ymafinar, almoner.
Engine, craft, policy.

Fand, found.

Fafb, fathing, trouble.

Fafhiovs, troublefome.

Feed, hired—a fervants fee, his wages.
(Forebears, anceftors.

Fore—to the fore, vemaining.

Frae, from—therefrae, therefrom.
Flye, to affrighten,

Gardie, the arm.

Gate, way, road.

To Gar, to caufe—gar?, canfed.
Gear, property, implements.

Girnel, granary.

Goodfatker, father in law,

Goodfen, fon in law.

Goodfire, or goodfir, grandfather.
Go-fummer, the latter end of fummer,
Go-harveft, the lattey end of harveft.
Gourics, garbage.

Gonked
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Gorked, foolith,

Hiill, whole.

Hairftip, plunder.

‘To Harry, to plunder.

Harried, plundered.

Heall, healthy,

Highgate, highway.

Harn, put to the horu—be denounced
rebels. 3%

Hound out, to fet on, encourage.

Hofe-nct, a fnare.

Zik ane, every one. .

Zilegals, illegal deeds or adls,

Tnfight lplcm:/lzi/tg, furniture of a houfe,
implements or utenfils of hufband-
ry kept within doors.

Infirument, to take infirument—to take
a legal protcliation.

Jnfare, a feaft at a new-married wo-
man’s firfl coming home to her
houfe.

Kaird, a traveiling tinker— Kaird
Turners, {mall bafe money made
by tinkers.

Keift, threw, from caff.

Kilnlogie, the bottom of the kiln,

Know, knoll, a little hill.

Kuock of a Yeit, knocker of a gate.

Kyth, appear, to keep company with.

Lap, leaped.

Lax-fifher, {almon ffher.

'To Leet, to put in nomination.

Limmar, a vagabond.

To Lightly, to flight.

Lown, a worthlefs fcllow.

Loup, to leap.

Loup on, to go to hoife.

Lurdaye, a vagabond.

Luckned, gathcred, applied to gar-
ment,

Lykeswake, fitting up with a dead
corpfe.

Mafterful, lawlefs.

A Mart, a fat cow or ox.

Maiden, an inftrument for beheading
criminals,

Mcke flead, be of ufe.

S eARE Re*Ye

Menzie, a mixed compzny, mob.

Means himfelf. humbly applies.

Meikle, or Muckle, much.

Minted, attempted—to mint, to ate
tempt,

Milknefs, the produce of the dairy.

Mifkens, pafles by, does not heed.

Mi knefs, darknefs.

Moyan, means, intere(t— to make

moyan, to ufe intereft.

Moach, monldinefs.

Mortified, bequeathed.

Mortichien, a difcafe of horfes~Fr.

Mort d efchine,

Mutch, a cap.

A Notar, a notary publiz.

Outhounders, {etterson,
Oy, grandchild.

Plack, twp thirds of a penny.

Pgfe, private purfe.

Purfue, to attack; e. g. p. 14. 1. 6.
¢ purfued the houfe,” attacied:
the honfe.

Puyrfiit, attacks

To Rux, to firetch.
Racklefly, ralhly, careleily.
‘The Remanent, the reft,
Refponfal, refponfible.:
Right fiza, in like manner.
To Ripe, to fcarch.

Rive, tear, rend.

1Samen, fame.

To Scale, to difmifs—zthe Kirkis feale
ed, the congregation is difmifled.

Scoug, fhelter, cover.

Scamed, fcorched.,

Servit, anapkin, towel, Fr. ferviette.

Shive, a flice of bread.

Sic, fuch.

Siclike, in like manner..

Siller, money, filver.

Skaith, lofs, hurt.

Snored, {mothered.

Soruer, a flurdy beggar—to. fira, to.
take viQuals, drink, &c. by foice.

Spulzie, plunder.

Lo Spier, toatk.

Spraingsy
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Spraings, p. 41.-1. 4. rays.

Speat, aland flood.

Spaik, fpoke of a wheel, bier, &ec.

Stob, a pointed piece of iron.
-Stormftaid, ftopped from travelling by

bad weather.

Stented, afle(led.

Stenchions, bars,

Stanked, ditched,
- Swa, fua, fo.

Syne, then.

Syde, long, applicd to garments.

Thir. thefe.

Thecked, thatched, roofed.

To Tirr, toftrip 3 to tirr o boufe, to
unroof it,

Tint, loft.

Tinfell, lofs.

Tows, ropes.

Toom, empty.

Zoofall, a low building “adjoining to
a houfe. L

A Tryft, a meeting by appointment.

A Trance, a palfage,

Turfab e, fit for packing up,

To Tyne, to lofe.

SHEAL " Re i 311

Unmgubile, e. g.*“the umquhile Laird;"
the late (or deceafed) Laird,

Underly, fubmit to. - ¢

Vakes, is vacant,

Vittual, or the Piftual, oats or Oate
meal,

Vivey, lively, diftinatly,

Wared, {pent, laid out.

War, worfe.

Wand-bed, a wicker-hed,

Walycoat, underpetticoat.

Warded, imprifoned,

Whilk, which.

Whi'e, fometimes ufed for untill,

To Win, to dry, applied to corn, &c.
Wompled, twilted, or rolled.
Wyling, choofing out,

¥%rd, garden,

Yerd, eaith—to yerd, to put under the
carth, to bury.

Yeat, or yett, gate, doos—put ta the
Jyett, put out of doors,

Yoked, fet to work.,






