





























INTRODUCTION.

The work now presented to the reader owes its
existence to the research of Dr. Thomas Birch, an
industrious historical scholar, who died in 1766, and
whose works are well known. Having access to al-
most every important public and private collection of
manuscripts in the kingdom, he entertained the idea
of putting together a consecutive series of the most
interesting correspondence of the seventeenth cen-
tury. With this object, he selected, instead of the
communications of the great officers of state to each
other, of which he had already given one example in
the Thurloe State Papers, the far more entertaining
correspondence of the professed writers of news, or
¢ Intelligencers,” as they were then called, who were
employed by ambassadors in foreign countries, and
great men at home, to furnish them with a continual
account of every event that came under their observa-
tion. To these he added the private letters of men of
eminence, holding distinguished employments abroad,
as well as those of a few eminent characters about the
court, likely to be well informed of what was going on
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around them. Among these are Robert Cecil, Marquis
of Salisbury; Dudley Carleton; Viscount Dorchester;
Gilbert, Earl of Shrewsbury; Henry, Earl of Nor-
thampton; William, Earl of Pembroke; Edward, Baron
Wotton; Richard Sackville, Earl of Dorset; George
Calvert, Baron Baltimore; Viscount Andover; Thomas,
Earl of Arundel and Surrey; Sir Thomas and Sir
Clement Edmondes; Sir Isaac Wake; Sir Henry Fan-
shawe; and Sir John Throckmorton. Having caused
transcripts of these to be made from the originals, he
had commenced preparing them for publication, when
the task was interrupted by his death, and his papers
were shortly afterwards transferred, by bequest, to the
British Museum, where they still remain. Since then,
several collections of historical letters have been pub-
lished, in which a few of those in Dr. Birch’s selections
have appeared, but very rarely have they been given
entire. In general, such collections have been printed
as examples of style and language at different periods,
or as in some way characteristic of the writer or illus-
trative of his career. However valuable these may be
to the antiquary, they want, by their isolation, that in-
terest which belongs to a consecutive series.

In the present instance, the communications of two
or more contemporancous writers read like so many
different diaries; the lightest gossip of the court mingles
with the important details of transactions of State; a
piquant anecdote is contrasted with a grave conspiracy ;
and a momentous discussion in the House of Commons
is relieved by an interesting recollection of Shakspeare’s
theatre, or a lively account of Ben Jonson’s masque.
By so many observers of various humours writing at
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the same time, not only is the reader secure against any
omission of facts it is desirable he should know, but he
is presented with the minutest details of every trans-
action that transpired, at a perlod wonderfully fruitful
-in strange events.

As the reader proceeds, the character of James the
First is unfolded, as it were, like a mummy from its cere-
cloth: as he turns over page after page, he becomes more
familiar with the true form and features of that notable
example of royalty; till gradually the King is divested of
those innumerable expedients that have been employed to
preserve him to posterity in a becoming sarcophagus, and
the man in all his offensive mortality is laid bare to the
eye. But the reader may look for far more interesting
spectacles in these volumes than the career of the
British Solomon : for he may hold companionship with
his estimable son Prince Henry, the worthiest example
of regal heirship since the heroic Black Prince ; accom-
pany his unfortunate yet true-hearted sister from her
wooing by the Prince Palatine of the Rhine, to the end
of her fruitless struggle for the Bohemian crown; or
share with another royal adventurer, her brother Prince
Charles, the dangers of his romantic journey from
England to make fruitless love to the Infanta of Spain.
If incidents of a more touching character are likely
to attract him, he will find ample materials for sym-
pathy in the fatal marriage of the Lady Arabella, or
the affecting tragedy of the gallant Raleigh. Should
he seek scenes of more terrible interest, they are to be
found in the ample details of the Gunpowder Plot, in
the thrilling memorials of Sir Thomas Overbury’s
murder in the Tower, or in the mysterious trials in the
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Star Chamber of Lady Roos, and Sir Thomas and
Lady Lake.

But the reader who opens the book merely for
amusement need not fear to find sufficient entertain-
ment, if he can be attracted by the genuine illustrations
of an eventful period in the history of his country—
the period of Shakspeare, Bacon, Selden, and Camden :
and not less eventful in the history of our liberties, as
the period of the first struggles in a British Parliament
against the encroachments of the Royal Prerogative.
The attempts that were made and resolutely continued
by the Commons, to withstand the sordid despotism of
James, ought to be read by every Englishman with
profound interest: since the forced signature of our
Great Charter at’ Runnymead, no contest between the
people and the crown had taken place in which their
posterity could be so deeply concerned. Had the bold
spirits who raised their voices in St. Stephen’s Chapel, in
behalf of the rights of the subject to his own property, al-
lowed themselves to have been subdued by the Tower,
and fine processes of which James so frequently availed
himself, in his futile efforts at playing the absolute
king, we might now want the best and greatest of
those blessings which we enjoy under our present form
of government. Too little attention has been paid to
this portion of the contest; the latter part, with its
more imposing proceedings and more passionate con-
vulsions, has fixed and absorbed our observation: but,
without intending in the slightest degree to take from
its grandeur, we must remind the historical student
that the immense machinery it brought into action, and
the immense results it effected in the reign of the son,
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would never have been called into existence but for the
primary struggles of those who troubled the government
of the father.

The reader cannot fail to be amused with the accounts
here given of the varying conduct of James towards his
Parliament: in one mood cajoling, in another menacing;
now in a rage, fulminating its premature dissolution,
and imprisoning and confiscating the property of who-
ever was daring enough to oppose his designs: in a
few subsequent months calling the members together
again, through the stern mandate of an empty exchequer,
and finessing to obtain the assistance he wanted, before
there could be any discussion of the people’s grievances
and the exactions of the crown. Then, how full he was
of professions, how ample were his promises, how good
his intentions! The Commons soon acquired an accu-
rate appreciation of these, and wisely sought to procure
some security for their performance, before they would
put into his hands the means of continuing his misrule.
For, as it will be seen, upon first coming to the throne,
James had held out to them, under his paternal sway, the
prospect of a perfect. Arcadia, where neither monopoly,
nor exaction, nor wrong, nor loss of any kind, should
befall his people: nevertheless, in a few short years,
the most injurious monopolies increased a hundredfold;
forced loans were exacted from the merchants; ruinous
fines were levied on the rich; commerce was paralyzed,
trade ruined, and the poor plundered and wronged in
every direction.

And the immense sums which he obtained in this
way were lavished, with a childish profusion and a
reckless carelessness, on a succession of favourites,
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whose only claims on the royal favour were comprised
in a fair face and a graceful form. In the course of the
volumes, ample details will be met with respecting the
careers of Hay, Montgomery, Rochester, Monson, Brett,
and Buckingham—the lights of the male hareem that
succeeded each other in the affections of this Christian
Pacha. Their several histories are not without some
instructive features; but the contemptible cowardice of
Montgomery, the atrocious villany of Rochester, the in-
significance of Monson and Brett, and the extravagant
folly of Buckingham, reflect no small portion of their
own discredit on their patron. Hay, Earl of Carlisle,
alone seems to have attained a respectable position.
He possessed in an eminent degree the prudence of
which the others were deficient. On the approach of a
rival whose superior attraction he dreaded, he solicited
a diplomatic employment abroad, and in its duties put
forth sufficient talent to entitle him to more distinction
than can be allowed to a mere favourite. In short, it
was the age of the Gavestones and the De Spencers
revived, without that energy in public opinion that pur-
sued these minions with so signal a punishment. But
that energy was coming—and it came with a vengeance.

Besides the notices these letters convey to us of emi-
nent legislators, they are scarely less communicative
respecting eminent lawyers, such as Coke, the Yelver-
tons, father and son, Sir Julius Caesar, the Whitelockes, -
Coventry, Ley, and Heath; or in eminent prelates, the
Archbishops Abbot, Williams, Usher, and Matthew,
and the Bishops Bailey, Andrews, Godwyn, and many
others; in eminent commanders, as Effingham, Hawkins,
Willoughby d’Eresby, Marshal Wingfield; the Earls of
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Danby, Oxford, and Leicester, Baron Carew, and Sir Fran-
cis and Sir Horatio Vere; or in eminent men of letters, as
Ben Jonson, Carew, Wither, Daniel, Sir Henry Saville,
Sir Robert Cotton, Dr. Donne, Hayward, Camden, and
Bodley; in eminent travellers, as the brothers Shirley,
Sir Thomas Roe, Sir Thomas Glover, and Sir Paul
Pindar; in short, of eminent characters in every rank
and profession, both foreign and English, who were
likely to come under the notice of diligent collectors of
news. In this way, we learn that Ben Jonson had a
narrow escape of knighthood, and Allen, the founder
of Dulwich College, was sent with Inigo Jones to
produce some theatrical entertainments for the amuse-
ment of the Spanish princess Prince Charles was
expected to bring home with him: that the monument
erected to Owen, the epigrammatist, in St. Paul’s, was
employed for the publication of pasquinades in ridicule
of the deceased poet’s pretensions: and that Dr. Corbet
so little pleased the King with the representation of
his ¢ Marriage of the Arts,” that one of the University
wits penned the following couplet—

“ A marriage we had, but offering there was none,
Save that the king offered—once or twice to be gone.”

There are hundreds of such references to be found
in these volumes, interspersed with accounts of the
transactions of the British embassies in France, Spain,
the Low Countries, Venice, and Turin, and of the
Privy Council and the Star Chamber; notices of the
wars in Germany; the proceedings of the Huguenots
in France, the Arminians in Holland, and the Puri-
tans and Catholics in England; with anecdotes of the
theatres, and descriptions of the Revels of the Inns of
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Court, the Court Masques and entertainments, and the
classical plays at the Universities; together with a
running chronicle of the fortunes and misfortunes of
almost every family of note in the kingdom.

We should be far exceeding the bounds allowed to
such prefatory remarks, were we to venture upon a full
analysis of this extensive correspondence. Yet a few
words may be allowed to explain what has been done
in preparing it for the press. Much unnecessary matter
has been omitted, such as mere compliments, and other
passages of no public interest. The innumerable
references, the occasional obscurity of the text, the
often illegible character, and puzzling orthography,
have rendered the Editor’s duties extremely laborious;
and, though he has taken all possible pains to be
correct in the illustrations he has appended, while
studying that brevity which was imposed upon him by
the bulk of his materials, it is with great diffidence he
submits his volumes to the public. Some consolation is
afforded him, by the knowledge that errors have been
discovered in the productions of much more experienced
scholars. His chief object has been to prepare the work
for the general reader; who, it has been found, will
readily dispense with any display of antiquarianism, or
parade of historical scholarship, however valuable and
interesting such may be to the more learned: never-
theless, the books to which he has been obliged to
refer for his annotations comprise nearly all the works
extant of any authority, illustrative of the Court and
Times of James the First. But, whatever may be the
impression of the Editor’s performance of his task, he
ventures to hope that he may be classed with those
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THE

COURT AND TIMES

OF

JAMES THE FIRST.

[The writer of the first letter in this collection was a gentleman
and a scholar, who enjoyed the respect of some of the most emi-
nent statesmen of this and the following reign. He was the
intimate friend of Sir Dudley Carleton, to whom many of his
letters are addressed, and, according to a respectable authority,
accompanied that celebrated diplomatist in his embassy to the
Venetian republic in the year 1610.! He did not long remain
abroad, as he was in England in August, 1612. He was evi-
dently well informed of what was going on in the world around
him, and it is easy to believe that he had access to the best
sources of information, yet it cannot be discovered that he ever
held any greater employment than that of being included in the
first commission for repairing St. Paul’s. He was not in the
second commission, dated the 10th of April, 1631, for which
reason Dr. Chalmers? infers that he was then dead.]

John Chamberlain, Esq., to Dudley Carleton, Esq.

London, March 30, 1603.

I have not written since I received yours of the 8th of
this present after your style® for we were held in suspense,
and know not how nor what to write, the postages being
stopt, and all conveyance so dangerous and suspicious.

! Winwood’s Memorials, vol. iii., p. 213. 2 Biographical Dictionary.
3 Two styles were employed, the old and the new—the latter being according to

the Gregorian calendar, which was in general use on the continent. In England
the old plan was persisted in.

YOL. 1. B
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I make no question but you have heard of our great
loss® before this comes to you, and doubt but you shall
hear her majesty’s sickness and manner of death diversely
related. For even here the Papists do tell strange stories,
as utterly void of truth as of all civil honesty or humanity.
I had good means to understand how the world went, and
find her disease to be nothing but a settled and unremove-
able melancholy, insomuch that she could not be won or
persuaded neither by the counsels, divines, physicians, nor
the women about her, once to taste or touch any physie,
though ten or twelve physicians that were continually
about her did assure her with all manner of asseverations
of perfect and easy recovery, if she would follow their ad-
vice. So that it cannot be said of her, as it was of the
Emperor Hadrian, that twrba medicorum occidit regem ;
for they say she died only for lack of physic. There was
some whispering that her brain was somewhat distem-
pered,’ but there was no such matter; only she held an
obstinate silence for the most part, and because she had a
persuasion that if she once lay down she shounld never rise,
could not be gotten to bed in a whole week till three days
before her death. So that, after three weeks languishing,
she departed the 24th of this present, being our Lady’s
Eve, between two and three in the morning, as she was
born on our Lady’s Eve in September; and as one Lee
was mayor of London when she came to her crown, so is
there one Lee* mayor now that she left it. The Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, the Bishop of London, the almoner,
and other her chaplains and divines, had access to her in
her sickness divers times, to whom she gave good testi-
mony of her faith by word, but specially towards her end
by signs, when she was speechless, and would not suffer
the archbishop to depart as long as she had sense, but
held him twice or thrice when he was going, and could no
longer endure, both by reason of his own weakness and
compassion of hers. She made no will, nor gave any

3} The death of Queen Elizabeth.

2 This has been attributed to the crafty Cecil. All the particulars of the queen’s
death will be found narrated by Dr. Lingard, in his History of England, vol. viii.,
P- 395, edition 1844.

3 S'nr Thomas Lee, or Leigh, son of Roger Lee, of Wellington, in Shropshire.

4 Sir Robert Lee, son of Humphrey Lee, of Bridgenorth, in Shropshire.
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thing away, so that they which come after shall find a
well-furnished house, a rich wardrobe of more than two
thousand gowns, with all things else answerable.

The nobility and council came from Richmond that
evening, and before ten o’clock had proclaimed King James
at Whitehall, Temple Bar, and so forward in Cheapside
and other places. Sir Robert Carey' was the first that of
his own motion carried the news of her death into Scot-
land. The next day the lords sent Sir Charles Percy and
Thomas Somerset, with the proclamation and letters, to
the king, and yesterday Mr. Carew, a master in Chancery,
and Mr. Lake, were despatched about other business.
There is much posting that way, and many run thither of
their own errands, as if it were nothing else but first come
first served, or that preferment were a goal to be got by
footmanship, among whom Neville,2 that pretends to be
Lord Latimer, and Earl of Westmoreland, Sir Harry
Bromley, Sir Thomas Challoner, John Davis,® the poet,
and Pearson, [Peyton] the lieutenant’s son of the Tower,
hope to be with the foremost. We attend him* [King
James] with great devotion, and begin to think long till we
have him. The lords have sent to know his pleasure, whe-
ther he will come by land or sea; for which purpose there
be eight or ten ships ready that were going for the coast
of Spain, but do now tarry to keep the Northern Seas.

Surely the council dealt very providently, and beyond
that was to be expected or hoped for in so sudden an
accident, and no doubt God did direct them, seeing all
things past so quietly and in good order. During the
queen’s sickness, some principal papists were made sure,
and some dangerous companions clapt up, among whom
.Sir Edmund Bainham was committed to the Marshalsea

! Fourth son of Henry, first Baron Hunsdon, K.G., one of the uumerous cele-
brities of the court of Queen Elizabeth, to whom he was related. Sir Robert was
also a favourite of hers, but was most distinguished by her successor, who gave him
several employments, and towards the close of his reign created him Baron Carey
of Leppington and Earl of Monmouth. For much interesting illustration of this
periad, see his auto-biography, edited by the Earl of Cork.

2 Edward Neville, who in the first year of King James had the title of Baron
Abergavenny confirmed to him; but his claim to the title of Westmoreland, made
the year following, was determined against him.

3 The author of ¢ Nosce teipsum.” See a Letter of Sir Francis Bacon to him
on his going to Scotland. The reader will learn more of him bereafter.

4 j.e., Wait his coming.

B 2
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for some desperate speeches, they say, against the king.
But it should seem there was no great matter, for I hear
he is now at liberty again. There was a rumour two days
since that the Lord Beauchamp! stood out and gathered
forces; but it was a false alarm, for word is come since
that his father was one of the foremost in his country to
proclaim the king.

The council went on Saturday to Richmond, and that
night late brought the corpse with an honourable attend-
ance to Whitehall, where the household remains. The
body was not opened, but wrapped up in searcloths and
other preservatives. Sir Henry Davers® was despatched on
Sunday to carry the proclamation into Ireland, whence we
have heard nothing a good while.

Your old friend and acquaintance, Dr. D’Oylie,® died
about a fortnight since, and Sir Henry Killigrew* much
about the same time. Archibald Douglas the Scot, that
had been a dealer and juggler on both sides, died here,
likewise, in a good hour, before he was afraid. The Lord
Chandos,s that had secretly married the Lady Strange,¢ and
young Egerton,” the Lady Frances, her sister, do now pub-
lish their marriage, and make no more dainty.

We hear the archduke [Albert] hath great store of men,
shipping, and allies, at Sluys; and because it is known that
Spinola® hath been covertly in Zealand, and taken view and
measure of their dykes, it is supposed that he hath some de-
sign to cut their sea-wall, and drown the whole island. The
Dunkirkers have been very busy with us of late, and between
Queenborough and Leigh took three pinks coming from

! Edward, eldest son of Edward Earl of Hertford. The latter diedin April, 1621 ;
Lord Beauchamp in August, 1618. He might have claimed the crown, as being
the son of Lady Catharine Gray, and was mentioned to the dying queen as one of
the candidates for the succession; at which she indignantly replied, I will have
nozra.scal 8 son in my seat;” his father having offended her by his marriage.

Danvers, an eminent commander buth by sea and land; on the 27th of July,
1603, created Baron Danvers of Dantsey, and on the 5th of February, 1626, Earl
of Danby. He wasalso made K.G.

3 Thomas D’Oylie, who had been probationary fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford,
an:‘l tuok the degree of doctor of physic at Basil. He was an eminent physician.

i He had held some diplomatic employments in the last reign.

Grey Bridges, fifth baron, K.B.; from the magnificent style in which he lived
at his mansion in Gloucestershire, called * King of Cotswould.” He died on the
10th of August, 1621,

¢ Anp, eldest daughter and coheir of Ferdinando, fifth Earl of Derby.
7 Sir John Egerton.

® The Marquis Ambrose Spinola, a commander of the highest reputation.
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Flushing, whereof one was better worth than ten thousand
pounds. We hear that the King of Denmark’s brother, that
married the Muscovite’s daughter the last year, is dead,
whereof our merchants are nothing sorry. The King of Den-
mark is daily looked for in Scotland, and if he come before
the king get there, it’s thought he will come along with him.

The Lord Cebham is even now taking post to go towards
the king, and do his wonted good offices. But the Lords
do so little like his going, that I think his errand will be
there before him, or soon overtake him.

This alteration hath recalled Mr. Winwood’s * employ-
ment till the king’s coming, or some commission from him.

I know not whether you have seen the king’s book ® be-
fore, but I send it at all adventures, for it is new here.
The other book * will serve when you have leisure to laugh,
for, both in the matter and manner of setting it down, you
shall find pretty knavery.

[The person to whom the foregoing and several of the
letters in this collection were written, subsequently attained
high honours and considerable celebrity. He was the
second son of Anthony Carleton, Esq., of Baldwin-Bright-
well, near Wallington, in Oxfordshire, where he was born
on the 10th of March, 1572-3, and after a course of in-
struction at Westminster school, became a student of
Christ Church, and had for his tutor Mr. John Kiug, after-
wards Dean of Christ College, and Bishop of London. e
took the degree of bachelor of arts in 1695, and that of
master five years later, in which interval he enjoyed the
opportunity of further improving himself by foreign travel,
and in 1602 accompanied Sir Thomas Parry, ambassador

1 Brooke, Lord Cobham. ¢ The Lords ” were his personal enemies, and they so
contrived to prejudice the mind of the king against him and his friends—the most
eminent of whom was Sir Walter Raleigh — that his lordship had such a reception
as completely disgusted him with the new sovereign. T

2 Afterwards Sir Ralph Winwood, who was employed by James in several em-
bassies, and appointed secretary of state from 1614 to his death, in 1617. The
well known ‘- Memorials of Affairs of State,” published in 1725 by Mr. Sawyer,
were compiled from his papers.

3 The Basilicon Doron, or his majesty’s instructions to his dearest son the prince.
* The name of this work has not been preserved.
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to the court of France, as secretary, where he must have
been at the date of this letter. He belonged to the first
parliament of King James for the borough of St. Ives, in
Cornwall. He was also secretary to the Earl of Northum-
berland, which a few years later had nearly been t}le cause
of bringing his promising career to a very unsatisfactory
termination ; for when detained in France by the illness of
Lord Norris, with whom he had made a tour through Spain,
Lie was summoned to England by the lords of the council, at
the discovery of the Gunpowder Plot; and on suspicion of
his having been implicated in it from his connexion with
his former patron, the Earl of Northumberland, he was
placed in confinement, but, on clearing himself, was libe-
rated. This suspicion, however, for some time acted un-
favourably on his fortunes, till the year 1610, when he was
appointed to succeed Sir Henry Wotton in the embassy at
Venice; the honour of knighthood was then conferred
upon him; but he was soon afterwards appointed ambas-
sador to the States-General, where he remained from 1616
to 1628,! with an interval of one year, 1625, when he was
joined with the Earl of Holland, as ambassador extra-
ordinary to the court of France, to excuse the king’s abrupt
dismissal of Henrietta Maria’s French attendants. But this
part of his history belongs to the reign of Charles, whose
confidence and favour he enjoyed in a very high degree.]

John Chamberlain, Esq., to Dudley Carleton, Esq.

London, April 12, 1603.

Since my last, of the 30th of March, all things continue
here in the same quiet course, only here was a proclama-
tion to retain the council and all other officers in their old
places, and to restrain the concourse of idle and unneces-
sary posters into Scotland, the number whereof grew to be
a great burden to the country, and brought all things out of
order. The Lord Henry Howard® was sent thither to possess

! His correspondence during five years of this period was privately printed by
Lord Royston, in the year 1757.

2 Second son of the Earl of Surrey.
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the king’s ear, and countermine the Lord Cobham. Your
old friend, Tobie Matthew, was sent with a letter from
Mzr. Bacon,' but I doubt neither the message nor messenger
were greatly welcome.

The king uses all very graciously, and hath made Sir
Robert Carey, of his bed-chamber, a groom of the stole;
John Davis is sworn his man, and Neville restored (as he
writes himself) to all his titles and fortunes.

The 10th of this month the Earl of Southampton and
Sir Henry Neville2 were delivered out of the Tower by a
warrant from the king. These bountiful beginnings raise
all men’s spirits, and put them in great hopes, insomuch
that not only Protestants, but Papists, and Puritans, and
the very poets, with their idle pamphlets, promise them-
selves great part in his favour, so that to satisfy or please
all, hic labor, hoc opus est, and would be more than a man’s
work. The last that were sent were Sir Harry Neville and
Sir Harry Lennard, with five thousand pounds in gold, and
one in silver, saving your cousin and Momtpesson, that
carried him six geldings, and a coach with four horses, and
other officers, that are daily sent away to provide and
execute their charge. Here have come divers from the
king, as Roger Aston, Foulis, Hamilton, and now last,
one Bruce,® whom they call Lord, or Abbot of Kinloss,
and is thought shall be incorporated into our council.

We have no certainty where the king is. They that
come last say he appointed to be at Berwick the 7th of
this month, and think he is now on the way to York, where
he will make no long stay, but come to Worksop, a house
of the Earl of Shrewsbury’s, so to Beauvoir Castle, thence
to Burghley, thence to Oliver Cromwell’s* by Huntingdon,
to Sir Thomas Sadler’s in Hertfordshire, to Hertford Castle,
to Theobalds, to the Charter House, or Howard House, and
so to the Tower till his coronation. I cannot hear that the
queen or any of the princes come with him; only they
talk of the Duke of Lenox, two marquises, the Earl of

1 Sir Francis Bacon, the eminent philosopher, lawyer, and statesman; destined
80 so0n to attain the highest distinction; so soon, alas! to be followed by the most
complete disgrace.

2 They had been concerned in Essex’s plot.

3 Edward Bruce, Baron Kinloss, ancestor of the present Earl of Elgin. James

made him a member of his privy council, and master of the rolls.
4 At Hinchinbrooke.
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Mar, whose brother, Sir Thomas Erskine, they say is made
captain of the guard, and two hundred other nobles and
gentles. Though you had no greater business, yet, me-
thinks, you might make an errand to see these sights, for
here will be archesand pageants great plenty.

The queen’s funeral is appointed the 28th of this pre-
sent, with as much solemnity as hath been used to any
former prince, and that by the king’s own directions. It
shall be kept at Westminster, and the Lady Arabella* is to
be chief mourner, accompanied with two marquises, six-
teen countesses, and thirty harristers, with all their train,
besides the greatest part of the nobility, all the council and
officers of the household.

Sir George Carew,? President of Munster, came out of
Ireland a fortnight since, and yesterday came Sir Oliver
St. John,® with news that Tyrone hath yielded, and sub-
mitted himself to the lord deputy, who hath brought him
to Dublin. So that it appeareth the queen’s good fortune
followed her after her death, for they had no notice of it
when he came away, the winds having been so contrary,
that none could get over.

Here is a common bruit that the Earl of Clanrickard *
hath married the lady of Essex,” wherewith many that
wish her well are nothing pleased; and the speech goes
that the king hath taken order, and sent her word, that
her son shall be brought up with the young prince. I had
almost forgotten that young Peyton is the first and only
knight the king hath yet made of our countrymen.

John Chamberlain, Esq., to Dudley Carleton, Esq.

July 10, 1603.
Mr. Winwood was married on Tuesday,® with much
thunder and lightning and rain. The ominous weather,

1 Arabella Stuart, whose relationship to the deceased her successor made a source
of so much misery to her.
.9 Raised to the peerage, in 1605, by the title of Baron Carew, of Clopton, in War-
wickshire, and created Earl of Totness by Charles I.
. 3] B?imne('i: of Lydiard Tregoze and Viscount Grandison. He was lord deputy in
reland, and in 1626 was raised to the English peerage by the title of B ;
nf}-leghworth. He died in 1629. 5+ syl I
Richard de Burgh, afterwards created Baron Somerhill, Vi t i
and Earl of St. Albans. He died in 1636 e .
% Daughter of Sir Francis Walsingham, and widow of Sir Philip Syduey, and of

the famqus Earl of Essex. Her son, by the Earl of Essex, was Robert Devereux
the parliamentary general. 6§ July 5. "
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and dismal day put together, might have made a supersti-
tious man startled, but he turned all to the best, and so
may it prove. There was nobody at the wedding but
myself and Mr. Serle. Ihearhe went away' yesterday, with
bag and baggage, and by this time is embarked at Graves-
end, for, by good hap, he met with a ship that will deliver
him at Rotterdam, which will save hin a great deal of
trouble and cost, and me a journey which I avoided by
that means, and the bringing them to Gravesend by this
foul weather. I parted with him on Thursday, in Paul’s,
and one of his greatest regrets was that he should not see
you before he went.

I thank you for your letter by our James. Here is no-
thing in the world to requite you, unless, peradventure,
you have not heard of a ship of Alderman Halmeden’s
fired by mischief, at Blackwall, the day you went hence,
and came driving up the tide to Greenwich, and there set
an outhouse or twain on fire, and put the whole town in
danger. Paul’s? grows very thin, for every man shrinks
away, and I am half ashamed to see myself left alone.

Our pageants are pretty forward, but most of them are
such small timbered gentlemen that they cannot last long,
and I doubt, if the plague cease not the sooner, they will
riot and sink where they stand.

Lord Cecil® to Sir Thomas Parry.*

Hampton Court, August 4, 1603.

It is very true that when there was cause to stop the

passages, there was not conveniences of writing unto you;

for some traitors being fled, and proclamation made for

them, it was held fit to prevent their escape. Since which

time it hath pleased God to deliver most of them into his

majesty’s hands, whereof, because you may know the

truth, and no more, you shall understand that it is of this
1 For Holland, whither he was sent as Resident with the States-General.

2 The aisles of St. Paul’s were the chief rendezvous of newsmongers and idlers.

3 Sir Robert Cecil, secretary of state, and afterwards lord treasurer. JamesI.

created him Baron Cecil in 1603, Viscount Cranbourne in 1604, and Earl of Salis-
bury the following year.

4 Ambassador in France. He was an eminent diplomatist, and was much in the
confidence of the crafty Cecil.
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nature. Sir Griffin Markham and Mr. George Brooke, bro-
ther to the Lord Cobham,' having dealt with the king in for-
mer time to profess their affection towards him, finding
some of their own hopes deceived, fell into miscontentment
against the king, and most of the nobility that were coun-
sellers about him ; and, observing in the Lord Gray? some
like malcontented humour (only in some such like respects),
they began to project a course of alteration of this estate ;
hoping, if they could have, with some convenient number,
possessed the person of the king, that they might then, by
his authority, have raised themselves to what places they
would, by removing those that presently possessed them.
In which here was speech, that the Lord Gray should be
earl marshal, Markham to be secretary, Brooke to be lord
treasurer of England, Watson, the priest, to be lord chan-
cellor? And, in case there should have been resistance
made against them, they had provided a party to have
gone to the court in the night. Forasmuch as now these
men should hardly have been able to have drawn such a
company together to second their passions, one of them,
being a papist, undertook by Watson and Clerke, two
priests, to draw in some Catholics to assent to deliver a
petition to the king for toleration of religion, but so well
provided as the king should not have thought himself in
safety to deny them.

Of this treacherous and vain project, amongst them
many disputations and arguments have passed; not any of
them mistaking the purpose, but reasoning the probabilities
to effect it. By which means the matter was the worse
digested, and so the day assigned came upon them faster
than their councils could agree for the orderly execution,
which falling out to be the 24th of June, the Lord Gray,
jealous lest the principal number, compounded of Catholics,
might overrule him and his followers, in the surprise, which
were intended by him to be of the religion now professed,
he made objection to Markham, that he esteemed so much

! Henry Brooke, Baron Cobham, Warden of the Cinque Ports in the reign of
Elizabeth. Cecil was also related to Lord Cobham, having married his sister
Elizabeth, which may serve as a key to the forthcoming mystery. ‘

: Sir Thomas Grey, fifteenth baron.

The absurdity of this idea has been pointed out by Dr. Li i
v i o 10 N p y Dr. Lingard. Hist. Eng.,
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that point, as he was loth to join with him, but rather
wished some suspension of it, till his party might be better
secured ; which he thought should be, if the king should
aid the States of the Low Countries, and he obtain the
commandment of new forces to be levied ; under colour of
which levy here about London, he hoped the better to have
disguised the gathering together of such numbers. And
thus, with all their irresolutions, the day was put off, and
new fears distracted them, which arrived not only from
the difficulty to surprise the court, wherein there never
sleepeth under 300 gentlemen that carry arms, but because
we, having some secret notice of conventicles for some
such purpose, began to set better order of doors and pas-
sages; of which proceeding they took an alarm. Never-
theless, they gave not over their imaginations, conferences,
nor designs, until one Copley, a principal conspirator, was
taken: whom Markham and Brooke knew would accuse
them. Upon his taking, Markham came to Mr. Brooke
to procure him means to escape, by his brother’s authority,
who, notwithstanding he understood for what cause it was,
did assent to convey him over, and gave him some money
for his journey; although Markham, upon other considera- -
tion, took another way of flight, until he was apprehended.
Since which all hath been confessed by themselves under
their hands.

And now, because I doubt not but you may have heard
also of other matters, and therein peradventure much hath
been multiplied, you shall understand, that although the
Lord Cobham was no particular actor nor contriver of this
conspiracy, yet he had another iron in the fire, which, in
general terms, he let fall to his brother and some others,
though he used them not particularly in this project, no
more than they had done him in theirs; always this being
common to them all, that if one sped not, another might,’
so far had God blinded their eyes, when the king had no
way wronged any of these by taking from them any matter
of profit or credit, which ever they enjoyed. DBut it was
not enough not to take away, because he did not suddenly

! These two plots were distinguished by the names of ¢ the Bye,” or the
‘““Surprise,” and ** the Main.”
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give what they desired. To be short, therefore, the Lord
Cobham meant to go over to the Spa, thereby to have had
access to the archduke, to whom he meant to have inti-
mated his discontentment, and withal to have represented
the general disposition of others in this country on whom
he would have pretended that good sums of money would
have taken great hold. From thence he should have gone
into Spain, and there have seen what the king would have
embraced ; and, at his return, he would have passed to Jersey,
where Sir Walter Raleigh would have met him, and so have
conferred together what course to take for advancement of
those intentions which his overtures should have begot ;
leaving it not altogether hopeless, but that some of these
surprises, or some other accident in the mean time, might
have happened to have saved his labour; always, if no such
thing had followed in the interim, such sums of money as he
could have procured the King of Spain to disburse, should
have been employed selon I’occasion.

If now you will ask whether the Count of Aremberg® had
any hand in this matter, I must answer you truly, that the
Lord Cobham privily resorted to him; first, to confirm
former intelligence concerning the peace; and, as an
argument to prepare him to believe him, if he offered any
greater services, he stuck not to advertise him daily how
things passed at court, with as many particulars as he
could come by ; what success the States had at the king’s
hands, or were like to have. And not three days before
his commitment, he wrote to the count, in general terms,
that, if he would do his master service, he should not be
inveigled with conceit of peace: for, though the king had
a good disposition to it, yet most of the principal coun-
sellors were obstinate for the war; concluding, that if the
count would procure 4 or 500,000 crowns to be disposed,
as he would, he could show him a better way to prosper
than by peace. To which letter, before the count could
make any direct answer, the Lord Cobham was appre-
hended. And therefore, when you shall speak with the
king,® you may assure him that, whatsoever is advertised,

! Ambassador from the Court of Spain.
? The King of France, at whose court Sir Thomas Parry was resident.
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more or less of those things is false; only the first con-
spirators had likewise resolved to carry the king to the
Tower, to have forced him to a proclamation to justify
their actions, with divers such pretences usual in such
cases.

Concerning Sir Walter Raleigh’s commitment, this hath
been the ground. First, he hath been discontented in
conspectu omnium, ever since the king came; and yet, for
those offices which are taken from him, the king gave him
£300 a-year during his life, and forgave him a good
arvearage of debt.! Secondly, his inwardness, or rather
his governing the Lord Cobham’s spirit, made great suspi-
cion that in these treasons he had his part. Whereupon,
being sent for before four or five of the council, and asked
of some particulars, before he was sent to prison, he wrote
a letter secretly to the Lord Cobham, advising him, if he
were examined of anything, to stand peremptory, and not
to be afraid; for one witness could not condemn him.
After which, the Lord Cobham being called in question,
he did first confess his own treasons as abovesaid ; and then
did absolutely, before eleven councillors, accuse Raleigh
to be privy to his Spanish course, with farther addition
and exclamation, that he had never dealt herein but by his
own incessant provocation. Whereupon he [Raleigh] was
eommitted to the Tower, where, though he was used with
all humanity, lodged and attended as well as in his own
house; yet one afternoon, whilst divers of us were in the
Tower examining some of these prisoners, he attempted
to have murdered himself. Whereof, when we were ad-
vertised, we came to him, aud found him in some agony,
seeming to be unable to endure his misfortunes, and pro-
testing innocency with carelessness of life; and, in that
humour, he had wounded himself under the right pap, but
no way mortally, being, in truth, rather a cut than a stab,
and now very well cured, both in body and mind.* What

! The king’s generosity to him will appear presently.

2 This fatile attempt at suicide is scarcely credible, nor is Raleigh’s assumed
connection in this plot much more so. 1t should be borne in mind that the writer
of this communication was an unscrupulous enemy of his distinguished rival,
whom he had been indefatigably attempting to ruin since the arrival of the new
king. On this point, the reader should refer to the Appendix of Mr. Tytler’s
¢ Life of Raleigh,” p. 438.
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to judge of this case yet, we know not; for how volun-
tarily and authentically soever the Lord Cobham did,
before us all, accuse him in all our hearing and most con-
stantly ; yet, being newly examined, he seemeth now to
clear Sir Walter in most things, and to take all the burthen
to himself; so as the matter concerning the blood of a
gentleman, how apparent soever it is in foro conscientice,
yet you may be assured, that no severity shall be used
towards him, for which there shall not be sufficient proof;
which is very like there will be, notwithstanding this re-
tractation, because it is confessed that since their being in
the Tower, intelligence hath passed from one to another,
wherein Raleigh expostulated his unkind using him.

Lord Cecil to Sir Thomas Parry.

From the Court at Wilton, this st December, 1603.

It is not unlikely but many reports will be made,
according to the diversity of men’s humours, of the course
of the proceedings about the prisoners; of which I have
heretofore summarily written unto you; and therefore,
because you may know what is true and what is false, I
have thought good particularly to relate this much unto
you.

The 15th of this month were publicly arraigned at
Winchester Castle, Mr. George Brooke, Sir Griffin Mark-
ham, Sir Edward Parham, Bartholomew Brockesby, and
Anthony Copley, esquires; William Watson and William
Clerke, priests. They were all convicted by their own
confessions, and found guilty of high treason, for having
practised to surprise his majesty’s person with the court,
and as many councillors as they could find about him;
besides to have taken the Tower of London, or the Castle
of Dover, and to have conveyed the king thither, under
pretence of safety; and then to have persuaded him to
assent to these three points ; first, to a general pardon for
all those that were interested in the surprise ; secondly, to
grant a toleration of popish religion ; and, thirdly, to alter
divers principal officers of state, in whose places they had
already designed some of their complices. ¥ * % % *
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They also intended, after the king should have been
brought to the Tower, to have sent for the lord mayor and
aldermen of London, and to have imprisoned them in case
they should have showed the least dissent of these pro-
ceedings.

This was the general project agreed upon among them-
selves, in the executing whereof it was found, that there
were great varieties of opinions; some imagining 300 men
to suffice for this design; some more, some less; and it
was confessed that Watson fed the rest with an assurance,
if any resistance should be made against them, that he
was able to bring forth great numbers amongst the papists,
his friends and acquaintance.

At their arraignment, after the principal points were
debated, and most of them proved at the bar, all joining
in exclamation upon the priests, and especially upon
Watson, as the first contriver and mover of it, wherein
how perversely he hath carried himself, you may easily
judge by this sequel. After that, by means of Mr. Brooke
and Markham, the Lord Gray was drawn into this plot;
being of a contrary religion to these priests, they made
cunningly this use of that poor nobleman, and gave out,
to draw the greater number of papists unto them, that the
Lord Gray, with the Puritans, having a purpose to surprise
the king, it was now time for the Catholies to stand with
the king, and to rescue him, if any such attempt should
be offered; not doubting but by this their good merit
towards the king, to obtain toleration of their religion.
To this purpose, they exhorted them to be in readiness,
and to draw up towards the court, exacting an oath of
them to be secret. Under this pretence, the priests had
drawn sundry gentlemen of the party, and no doubt had
put the state to great hazard if their practice had not been
in time discovered.

Siv Edward Parham being arraigned among the rest,
was quitted by the jury, because the evidences brought in
against him seemed not so strong as against the rest that
had been the first plotters and misleaders of others. What
will become of them now, that they stand in his majesty’s
mercy, I cannot yet advertise you; but that order was
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given yesterday that both the priests should be executed
at Winchester.

Concerning Sir Walter Raleigh, he was brought to his
trial the 17th day, at the place aforesaid. He was
indicted for joining with the Lord Cobham in entertaining
of another practice, to dispossess his majesty and his royal
issue of this crown, and to have set up the Lady Arabella
Stuart. For better accomplishing whereof, it was said
they intended to have craved the assistance of the King of
Spain, and the Archduke Albert for borrowing of five or
600,000 crowns, to be bestowed here upon discontented
persons, and such as should otherwise zeem fit to be enter-
tained for this purpose. And the Lord Cobham took
upon him the rather to induce the King of Spain to the
loan of this money (under colour of a licence, which he
had obtained of the king, to travel beyond the seas), to
have gone personally to the archduke, and into Spain to
the king, and to have procured letters from the Lady
Arabella unto them both, and to the Duke of Savoy;
by which she should have promised, first, to publish a
perfect peace and confederacy with them ; next, to grant
a toleration of Popish religion; and, thirdly, to promise
not to marry herself but with the consent and good liking
of them three.

Furthermore, Sir Walter was accused to have dealt
with the Lord Cobham for an invasion to be made in Eng-
land from Spain: all which accusations Sir Walter Raleigh
diffidently denied, and did as much as wit of man could
advise to clear himself. Yet the accusation of the Lord
Cobham being of that nature, as it implied the accusing
of his own self withal, (than which kind of proof the law
regardeth nonme greater) he was found guilty of treason
upon that accusation, with other circumstances precedent
and subsequent. For, although the Lord Cobham did re-
tract his former accusation, yet that was upon intelligence
in the Tower betwixt him and Sir Walter Raleigh, who
got a letter for testimony of his own innocency under the
Lord Cobham’s hand,' which would have swayed the jury

1 The follpwing passage from this communication ought to bave satisfied any
jury of Raleigh's innocence :—** To free myself from the cry of blood,” wrote Lord
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much, if the Lord Cobham had not, the night before Sir
Walter’s arraignment, laid open how Sir Walter practised
for that letter by one Harvey, a son of the now lieutenant,
accusing him freshly of being an instigator of him to deal
with the Count Aremberg for a pension of £1500 a-year
only to be a spy for Spain, if the peace went not forward.
Which, when Sir Walter heard, notwithstanding many of
his former denials, that he never knew the Lord Cobham
Spanishly affected in any thing, he had no other evasion,
but confessed at the bar, that the Lord Cobham indeed
moved that to him, but not he to the Lord Cobham.

You shall also understand that, at the first beginning,
before ever the Lord Cobham was suspected, Sir Walter,
having been examined only about himself, immediately
wrote a letter to the Lord Cobham, that he had been
examined upon him; and that he had cleared him to the
Lords, wishing him to be wary ; if he were examined, to
remember that one witness could not overthrow him:
which being done before ever Lord Cobham was called in
question, and being added to the accusation of the Lord
Cobham, was argument that Raleigh’s denials of other
things were also false. DBesides, it may be remembered,
upon Raleigh’s first commitment to the Tower, how sus-
piciously he carried himself in offering to stab himself
with a knife, as heretofore you have heard.!

The Friday after the Lord Cobham was arraigned before
thirty-one of the peers, the lord chancellor sitting as high
steward. He denied then, that Raleigh was privy to his
purpose to go into Spain ; and, for the matter of money
to be gotten for discontented persons, he confessed it was
a conceit of his own thoughts, never communicated to any,
but died in him almost as soon as it was harboured in his
mind, though he did reveal it to the lords of the council,
when they examined him about other matters. Concern-
ing the setting up of the Lady Arabella, he fastened it

Cobham, ¢ I protest before my soul, and before God and his angels, I never had
conference with you in any treason; nor was ever moved by you to the things I here-
tofore accused you of; and, for anything I know, you are as innocent and clear
from any treasons against the king as any subject living. And God so deal with
me, and have mercy on my soul, as this is true.”

! There is nothing in these inferences upon which to condemn Raleigh.

YOL. I. C
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upon his brother, George Brooke. And for Sir Walter
Raleigh, though he confessed that in many things he had
done him wrong, yet he maintained still the pension sought
for by him: and withal that Sir Walter moved to solicit
Aremberg to persuade the King of Spain to send an army
into Milford Haven.! For, being privy to the undutiful
speeches of the king, wherewith he was also charged, as
namely, that it would never be well in England, till the
king and his cubs, meaning his royal issue, were taken
away ; he took damnation upon him if ever he thought such
a matter.

The next day, the Lord Gray wasarraigned, and convicted,
for assenting and being an actor in the priests’ treason.
He was drawn in at first by Mr. Brooke and Markham, not
knowing that the priests and so many papists were engaged
in the action; whereof afterwards, when he had know-
ledge, he thought to sever himself from the party, by dis-
suading the execution of the project till some fitter time;
wherein his own reasons were, that he would be loth to
join with a Catholic party, until he had a good number of
his, in case they should, after they had made use of him,
offer him any injury; and so he stands condemned.

There remaineth now, that I do resolve you of some
doubts, which you might conceive, concerning Lady Ara-
bella, Count Aremberg, and other persons named in the
Lord Cobham’s and Sir Walter Raleigh’s indictment, how
far they are to be touched with it or not. And, therefore,
you shall understand, that, as that practice was discovered
in the very infancy of it, before it was either put in action
or imparted to any; so for the Lady Arabella, the Arch-
duke, and the King of Spain, they were merely ignorant
of any such thing, which those men had but conceived in
their minds, and discoursed of among themselves. But
for the Count of Aremberg, with whom the Lord Cobham
had had private meetings and intercourse of letters, it was
always pretended to him, howsoever it might be intended by
the Lord Cobham to be for the advancement of the peace,

! Sir Walter, throughout his gallant career, had shown himself extremely

hostile to Spain—the idea of his selecting this power to draw into an invasion of
England is preposterous.
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and that the money which the Count was contented to
promise should be bestowed only for gaining of friends to
stand for the treaty, without any further reference.

Thus have you now the particulars at large of these
proceedings, of which you may make such use for his
majesty’s service as you shall think convenient in your own
discretion, delivering the particulars as there shall be cause,
but not as a copy of my letter.!

[The trial of Raleigh was one of the most disgraceful
of the many disgraceful acts of this reign; and the
manner in which the accused was bullied by the attorney-
general Coke has ever been a blot on the character of
that eminent lawyer. The subsequent proceedings were
not much more dignified. Dudley Carleton was present at
both trial and execution; and though he wrote as became
a courtier looking for preferment, he seems not to have
been quite insensible to the true complexion of the case.]

Dudley Carleton, Esq., to John Chamberlain, Esq.

Winchester, November 27, 1603.

I was not present at the first or second arraignment,
wherein Brook, Markham, Brooksby, Copley, and the two
priests were condemned, for practising the surprise of the
king’s person, the taking of the Tower, the deposing of
councillors, and proclaiming liberty of religion. They
were all condemned upon their own confessions, which
were set down under their own hands, as declarations;
and compiled with such labour and care, to make the
matter they undertook seem very feasible, as if they had
feared they should not say enough to hang themselves.
Parham was acquitted, being only drawn in by the priests
as an assistant, without knowing the purpose; yet had he
gone the same way as the rest, (as it is thought) save for
a word the Lord Cecil cast in the way, as his cause was in
handling, that the king’s glory consisted as much in freeing
the innocent as condemning the guilty.

The commissioners for the trial were, the Lord Cham-

1In this last direction to the ambassador, Cecil's craft is very apparent.
c2
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berlain, Lord of Devon, Lord Henry Howard, Lord Cecil,
Lord Wotton, the Vice-Chamberlain, the two phief Jus-
tices, Justice Gawdy, and Warburton. Of the king’s coun-
sel, none were employed in that, or the arraignment, but
the attorney, [Coke] Heale, and Philips; and in effect none
but the attorney. Sir Walter Raleigh served for a whole
act, and played all the parts himself. His cause was dis-
joined from the priests, as being a practice only between
himself and the Lord Cobham, to have brought in the
Spaniard, to have raised rebellion in the realm, by fasten-
ing money upon the discontented, to have set up the Lady
Arabella, and to have tied her to certain conditions; as
to have a perpetual peace with Spain; not to have be-
stowed herself in marriage, but at the direction of the
Spaniard ; -and to have granted liberty of religion. The
evidence against him was only Cobham’s confession, which
was judged sufficient to condemn him ; and a letter was pro-
duced, written by Cobham the day before, by which he
accused Raleigh as the first practiser of the treason be-
twixt them ; which served to turn against him ; though he
showed to countervail this, a letter written by Cobham,
and delivered to him in the Tower, by which he was
clearly acquitted.

After sentence given, his request was, to have his
answers [to the charges that had been brought against him]
related to the king, and pardon begged : of which, if there
were no hope, then that Cobham might die first. He
answered with that temper, wit, learning, courage, and
judgment, that, save that it went with the hazard of his
life, it was the happiest day that ever he spent. And so
well he shifted all advantages that were taken against him,
that were not fama malum gravius quam res, and an ill
name, half hanged, in the opinion of all men he had been
acquitted.

The two first that brought the news tothe king were Roger
Ashton, and a Scotchman, whereof one affirmed that never
any man spake so well in times past, nor would do in the
world to come: and the other said, that whereas, when
he saw him first, he was so led with the common hatred,
that he wonld have gone a hundred miles to have seen him
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hanged, he would, ere he parted, have gone a thousand to
have saved his life. In one word, never was a man so
hated and so popular, in so short a time.

It was thought the lords should have been arraigned
on Tuesday last, but they were put off till Friday and
Saturday, and had their trials apart before the lord chan-
cellor [Ellesmere] as lord steward for both those days,
eleven earls, nineteen barons. The Duke,! the Earl of
Mar, and many Scottish lords stood as spectators; and of
our ladies, the greatest part, as the Lady Nottingham,
the Lady of Suffolk, and the Lady Arabella, who heard
herself much spoken of these days. But the arraignment
before, she was more particularly remembered, as by
Sir Walter Raleigh, for a woman with whom he had no
acquaintance, and one whom of all that he ever saw he
never liked; and by Sergeant Hale, as one that had no
more right to the crown than himself; and for any claim
that he had to it, he utterly disavowed it. Cobham led
the way on Friday, and made such a fasting day’s piece of
work of it, that he discredited the place to which he was
called : never was seen so poor and ahject a spirit. He
heard his indictment with much fear and trembling, and
would sometimes interrupt it, by forswearing what he
thought to be wrongly inserted ; so as, by his fashion, it
was known, ere he spake, what he would confess or deny.
In his first answer, he said he had changed his mind since
he came to the bar; for, whereas he came with an inten-
tion to have made his confession, without denying any-
thing, now seeing many things inserted in this indictment
with which he could not be charged, being not able in one
word to make distinction of many parts, he must plead to
all, not guilty. For anything that belonged to the Lady
Arabella, he denied the whole accusation; only said, she
had sought his friendship, and his brother, Brooke, had
sought hers. For the other purposes, he said, he had
hammered in his brains some such imaginations; but
never had purpose to bring them to effect. Upon Raleigh,
he exclaimed as one who had stirred him up to discon-
tent, and thereby overthrown his fortunes. Against him,

1 Of Lennox, then the only noble in the peerage of that rank,
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he said, that he once propounded to him a means for the
Spaniard to invade England, which was, to bring d9wn
an army to the Groyne,' under pretence to send them into
the Low Countries, and land them at Milford Haven:
that he had made himself a pensioner to Spain for 1500
crowns by the year, to give intelligence; and, for an
earnest of his diligence, had already related to the Count
D’ Aremberg the particularities of what passed in the State’s
audiences at Greenwich.

His brother’s confession was read against him, wherein
he accused him of a contract made with Aremberg for
500,000 crowns, to bestow amongst the discontents,
whereof Raleigh was to have had 10,000, Grey as much,
and Brooke, 1000; the rest, as they should find fit
men to bestow it on. He excepted against his brother,
as an incompetent accuser, baptizing him with the name
of a viper; and laid to his charge (though far from the
purpose) the getting of his wife’s sister with child; in
which it is thought he did young Coppinger some wrong.

A letter was produced, which he wrote to Aremberg
for so much money; and Aremberg’s answer, consenting
for the furnishing of that sum. He then flew to his
former retreat, that in this likewise he had no ill meaning,
and excused Aremberg as one that meant only thereby to
further the peace. When particularities were farther
urged, that in his intended travel he meant to have gone
into the Low Countries to the Archduke; from thence
into Savoy, so into Spain, then have returned by Jersey,
and there to have met Raleigh, and to have brought some
money from the well-spring, where it was to be had, he
confessed imaginations, but no purposes; and still laid the
fault upon his own weaknesses, in that he suffered him-
self to be misled by Raleigh. Being asked of his two
letters to- different purpose, the one excusing, the other
condemning Raleigh, he said, the last was true, but the
other was drawn from him by device in the Tower, by
young Harvey, the lieutenant’s son, whom Raleigh had
corrupted, and carried intelligence betwixt them (for
which he is there committed, and is likely to be arraigned

1 Corunna.
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at the King’s Bench). Having thus accused all his friends,
and so little excused himself, the peers were not long in
deliberation what to judge; and, after sentence of con-
demnation given, he begged a great while for life and
favour, alleging his confession as a meritorious act.  Grey,
quite in another key, began with great assurances and
alacrity ; spake a long and eloquent speech, first to the
lords, and then to the judges, and lastly to the king’s
counsel, and told them well of their charges, and spake
effectually for himself. ~Heheld them the whole day, from
eight in the morning till eight at night, in subtle traverses
and scapes; but the evidence was too perspicuous, both by
Brooke’s and Markham’s confessions, that he was ac-
quainted with ¢ the surprise ;” yet the lords were long ere
they could all agree, and loth to come out with so hard
censure against him. For, though he had some heavy
enemies, as his old antagonist, who was mute before his
face ; but spake within very unnobly against him; yet
most of them strove with themselves, and would fain (as it
seemed) have dispensed with their consciences.to have
shewed him favour. At the pronouncing of the opinion
of the lords, and the demand whether he had anything to
say, why sentence of death should not be given against
him, these only were his words—*‘ I have nothing to say,”
there he paused long—** and yet a word of Tacitus comes
in my mind. Non eadem omnibus decora—the house
of the Wiltons had spent many lives in their prince’s ser-
vice, and Grey cannot beg his. God send the king a long
and prosperous reign, and to your lordships all honour.”
After sentence given, he only desired to have one Travers,!
a divine, sent for to come to him, if he might live two days.
If he were to die before that, then he might have one Field,
whom he thought to be near. There was great compas-
sion had of this gallant young lord ; for so clear and fiery
a spirit had not been seen by any that had been present at
like trials. Yet the lord steward condemned his manner,
terming it Lucifer’s pride,and preached much humiliation ;
and the judges liked him as little, because he disputed
with them against the laws. We cannot yet judge what
1 A Puritan theologist, the opponent of Hooker.
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will become of him or the rest, for all are not like to go
one way ; Cobham is of the surest side, for he is thought
least dangerous, and the Lord Cecil undertakes to be his
friend. They say the priests shall lead the dance to-mor-
row, and Brooke next after, for he proves to be the knot
that tied together the three conspiracies: the rest hang
indifferent betwixt mercy and justice, wherein the king
hath now subject to practise himself. The lords are most
of them returned to the court. The lord chancellor and
treasurer remain here till Tuesday, to shut up the term.
My lord goeth from hence to Petworth, but I pick quarrel
to stay behind to see an end of these matters. The court
is like to Christmas at Windsor, and many plays and shows
are bespoken, to give entertainment to our ambassadors.
The French king doth winter at Fountainbleau, and is
fallen into a new delight of the Italian comedians, of which
I'send you a conceit put upon Monsieur Rosny.! The queen
is there made chef du conseil, and grows very expert in
despatch of affairs. The marquis is quite retired from
court. Rosny and Soissons go up and down like two
buckets ; for they are not so reconciled but as one comes
to the court the other is ever going away. They say we
shall have here from thence ere long Mr. Zamet; I know
not to what other purpose, unless it be to teach us to make
good sauce, and to show their variety of excellent men in
all crafts. The Marquis de Luttin, ambassador of the
Duke of Savoy, is at Brussels, aud so far on his way hither-
wards. The grand Chaoux® is arrived at the French court,
and will likewise come hither to congratulate with our king,
from the Turk. The Venetian ambassadors had audience
at court on Sundaylast. They were brought from South-
ampton to Salisbury by Mr. Allen Percy, with two of the
kings’ coaches and four pad horses, and were welcomed
with the foulest day that came this year; and at night (as
they came late) found but seven beds prepared for seven
score. The day they were had to their audience there was
an embargo of coaches before the court gate to bring them

! The celebrated statesman Maximilian de Bethune, duc de Sully.

Cli All envoys from Mahommedan countries appear to have been styled Chaoux, or
ioux.
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thither; but as soon as they were arrived, every man
departed with his own coaches, for fear of the like arrest;
so as the greatest part of them were forced to go home on
foot, and some of the best sort to stay till midnight for
the return of their coaches. The knavish Frenchmen
laughed at their disorders, and say they are served like
right pantaloons; but they deserve to be better styled, for
they are come in best show and fashion of any I saw yet,
and do all things with as great magnificence. As to their
captain that wafted them over, they gave forty crowns,
besides petty presents; whereas the Spanish ambassador
gave Sir Robert Mansfield a leather jerkin, and the Count
D’Aremberg, a Parmesan cheese.

A fortnight since there was a petty ambassador at court
from the State of Stade, who came when no man looked
for him, and took the king as he found him, presently after
sermon, and in the open presence set upon him with a long
Latin oration. The king made him no long answer, but
gave the honour of entertaining him to Secretary Herbert.
The agent of Geneva hath obtained a collection to be made
in all the churches of England and Scotland for the space
of three months; his masters in the mean time have fairly
scaped another surprise on a Sunday as they were at ser-
vice. The siege of Bolduc® is raised, and the two generals
~ retire to Brussels and the Hague. I send you a letter I
received from Mr. Winwood, of this summer’s service in
those parts, wherein I think you will marvel as well as I
that the States are grown so cursed-hearted to give away
Grave because they cannot take Bolduc. The Spanish
ambassador hath been with the king, to expostulate some
words he heard to be spoken at these arraignments in pre-
judice of his master, and to please him the attorney took
occasion to make an open apology. The last he feasted
the French ambassador’s wife,® with many of our ladies, and
he had music and dancing ; at which the French ambassador
and he were at half falling out who should lead the dance.
They all returned very ill satisfied for cheeror entertainment.

The French ambassador at his last audience brought his
companion D’Auval to take his leave, who is gone for good

1 Bois le Duc. 2 Madame de Beaumont.
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and all. The king knighted him, and gave him a jewel of
150 crowns. Our ambassador in France® (they say) is busy
in making a new French grammar and dictionary. One
Walton, a man of his, that has remained with him ever
since his going over, is turned monk, and hath put himself
into a cloister at Compiegne. Fitzherbert, whom he took
in my place, is come over to seek a new fortune.

Out of Ireland here are come many captains and
cashiered officers, with their pockets full of brass, and sue
to have it made -good silver; but the lord treasurer’s skill
is not that of alchymy. The coffers are so empty, that
household officers are unpaid, and the pensioners and
guard are ready to mutiny. There was a fortnight since,
near Salisbury, a desperate combat betwixt Douglas, the
master of the king’s horse, and Lee, brother to the Avenor,
who began their quarrel at Windsor. Douglas was left
dead in the field, with three hurts, and was buried three
days after in Salisbury church, with a kind of solemnity
at which the duke, the Scottish lords, and all other, Scot
and Lot, were present; Lee was hurt in four places, but
lives, and is like to escape. He is not much followed by
the Scots, because they hold there was fair play between
them. The younger Douglas has his brother’s place, which
doth somewhat help to appease the quarrel. ~Sir Thomas
Jermyn hath got the reversion of Jersey, after Sir John
Peynton, Sir Philip Herbert, and Sir James Hayes have
got betwixt them a grant of transport of cloths, worth
#£10,000 at the least.

I do call to mind a pretty seeret that the Lady of Pem-
broke hath written to her son Philip, and charged him of
all her blessings to employ his own credit and his friends,
and all he can do for Raleigh’s pardon; and though she
does little good, yet she is to be commended for doing her
best in showing veteris vestigia flamme.

Sir Walter Cope is in this town, and Sir Hugh Beston
likewise, who often asks for you as your friend, and there-
fore you are the more to lament that he is untimely come
to a nighteap. Many marvel at his sudden breaking, but
most ascribe it to a thought he took at a word which Sir

! Sir Thomas Parry.
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Walter Raleigh époke at his examinations, who asked if
Sir Hugh Beston was not apprehended and tortured, be-
cause he was always of his chiefest counsel.

Dudley Carleton, Esq., to John Chamberlain, Esq.

Salisbury, December 11, 1603.

The two priests that led the way to the execution were
very bloodily handled ; for they were cut down alive ; and
Clarke, to whom more favour was intended, had the worse
luck ; for he both strove to help himself, and spake after
he was cut down. They died boldly, both, and Watson
(as he would have it seem) willing; wishing he had more
lives to spend, and one to lose, for every man he had by
his treachery drawn into this treason. Clarke stood some-
what upon his justification, and thought he had hard mea-
sure; but imputed it to his function, and therefore he
thought his death meritorious, as a kind of martyrdom.
Their quarters were set on Winchester gates, and their
heads on the first tower of the castle. Brooke was be-
headed in the castle-yard, on Monday last; and to double
his grief, had St. Croftes in his sight, from the scaffold,
which drove him first to discontent. There was no greater
assembly than I have seen at ordinary executions; nor no
man of quality more than the Lord of Arundel and young
Somerset; only the Bishop of Chichester, who was sent
from the court two days hefore, to prepare him to his end,
could not get loose from him; but by Brooke’s earnest
entreaty was fain to accompany him to the scaffold, and
serve for his ghostly father. He died constantly and (to
seeming) religiously ; spake not much, but what he said
was well and assured. He did somewhat extenuate his
offences, both in the treasons and the course of his life,
naming these rather errors than capital crimes, and his
former faults sins; but not so heinous as they were tra-
duced; which he referred to the God of truth and time
to discover; and so left it, as it somewhat lay yet hid,
which would one day appear for his justification. The
bishop went from him to the Lord Cobham, and at the
same time the Bishop of Winchester was with Raleigh,
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both by express order from the king, as well to prepare
them for their ends, as likewise to bring them to liberal
confessions, and by that means reconcile the contradictions
of the one’s open accusation and the other’s peremptory
denial. The Bishop of Chichester had soon done what he
came for, finding in Cobham a willingness to die, and
readiness to die well, with purpose at his death to affirm
as much as he had said against Raleigh; but the other
bishop had more to do with his charge; for though for
his conscience he found him well settled and resolved to
die a Christian and a good Protestant; for the point of
confession, he found him so strait-laced, that he would
yield to no part of Cobham’s accusation ; only the pension,
he said, was once mentioned, but never proceeded in.
Grey, in the mean time, with his minister, Field, having
had the like summons for death, spent his time in great
devotions; but with that careless regard of that with
which he was threatened, that he was observed neither to
eat or sleep the worse, or be any ways distracted from his
accustomed fashions. Markham was told he should like-
wise die; but, by secret message from some friends at
court, had still such hope given him, that he would not
believe the worst news till the last day; and though he
could be content to talk with the preacher which was
assigned him, it was rather to pass time, than for any good
purpose, for he was catholicly disposed; to think of death
no way disposed. ‘

Whilst these men were so occupied at Winchester, there
was no small doings about them at court, for life or death,
some pushing at the wheel one way, some another. The
lords of the council joined in opinion and advice to the
king, now in the beginning of his reign, to show as well
examples of mercy as severity, and to gain the title of
Clemens as well as Justus ; but some others, led by their
private spleen and passions, drew as hard the other way ;
and Patrick Galloway, in his sermon on Tuesday, preached
s0 hotly against remissness and moderation of justice, in
the head of justice, as if it were one of the seven deadly
sins. - The king held himself upright betwixt two waters,
and first let the Lords know, that since the law had passed
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upon the prisoners, and that they themselves had been
their judges, it became not them to be petitioners for that,
but rather to press for execution of their own ordinances ;
and to others gave as good reasons, to let them know that
he would go no whit the faster for their driving, but would
be led as his own judgment and affections would move
him; but seemed rather to lean to this side than the other,
by the care he took to have the law take its course, and
the execution hasted.

Warrants were signed and sent to Sir Benjamin Tich-
borne, on Wednesday last, at night, for Markham, Grey,
and Cobham, who in this order were to take their turns,
as yesterday being Friday, about ten of the clock. A
fouler day could hardly have been picked out, or fitter for
such a tragedy. Markham being brought to the scaffold,
was much dismayed, and complained much of his hard
hap, to be deluded with hopes, and brought to that place
unprepared. One might see in his face the very picture
of sorrow; but he seemed not to want resolution; for a
napkin being offered by a friend that stood by to cover his
face, he threw it away, saying, he could look upon death
without blushing. He took leave of some friends that
stood near, and betook himself to his devotions, after his
manner; and those ended, prepared himself to the block.
The sheriff in the mean time was secretly withdrawn by
one John Gill, a Scotch groom of the bedchamber ; where-
upon the execution was stayed, and Markham left upon
the scaffold, to entertain his own thoughts, which, no
doubt, were as melancholy as his countenance was sad and
heavy. The sheriff, at his return, told him, that since he
was so ill prepared, he should yet have two hours’ respite,
so led him from the scaffold, without giving him any more
comfort, and locked him into the great hall, to walk with
Prince Arthur. The Lord Grey, whose turn was next,
was led to the scaffold by a troop of the young courtiers,
and was supported on both sides by two of his best friends ;
and coming in this equipage, had such gaiety and cheer in
his countenance, that he seemed a dapper young bride-
groom. At his first coming on the scaffold, he fell on his
knees, and his preacher made a long prayer to the present
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purpose, which he seconded himself with one of his own
making, which, for the phrase, was somewhat affected,
and suited to his other speeches, but for the fashion, ex-
pressed the fervency and zeal of a religious spirit. In his
confession he said, though God knew this fault of his was
far from the greatest, yet he knew and could but acknow-
ledge his heart to be faulty; for which he asked pardon of
the king ; and thereupon entered into a long prayer for the
king’s good estate, which held us in the rain more than
half an hour; but being come to a full point, the sheriff
stayed him and said, he had received orders from the king
to change the order of the execution, and that the Lord
Cobham was to go before him; whereupon, he was like-
wise- led to Prince Arthur’s Hall, and his going away
seemed more strange unto him than his coming thither;
for he had no more hope given him than of an hour’s
respite ; neither could any man yet dive into the mysteries
of this strange proceeding.

The Lord Cobham, who was now to play his part,
and by his former actions promised nothing but matiere
pour rire, did much cozen the world ; for he came to the
scaffold with good assurance, and contempt of death. He
said some short prayers after his minister, and so outprayed
the company that helped to pray with him, that a stander-
by said, “he had a good mouth in a ery, but was nothing
single.”. Some few words he used, to express his sorrow
for his offence to the king, and prayed pardon of him and
the world; for Sir Walter Raleigh he took it, upon the
hope of his soul’s resurrection, that what he had said of
him was true; and with those words would have taken a
short farewell of the world, with that constancy and bold-
ness, that we might see by him, it is an easier matter to die
well than live well. He was stayed by the sheriff, and told
that there resteth yet somewhat else to be done; for that
he was to be confronted with some other of the prisoners,
but named none. Soas Grey and Markham being brought
back to the scaffold, as they then were, but nothing ac-
quainted with what had passed, no more than the lookers-
on with what should follow, looked strange one upon the
other, like men beheaded, and met again in the other world.
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Now all the actors being together on the stage, as use
is at the end of a play, the sheriff made a short speech
unto them, by way of interrogatory of the heinous-
ness of their offences, the justness of their trials, their
lawful condemnation, and due execution then to be per-
formed ; to all which they assented. “ Then,” saith the
sheriff, ¢ see the mercy of your prince, who of himself
hath sent hither a countermand, and given you your
lives.” There was then no need to beg a plaudite of the
audience, for it was given with such hues and ecries, that
it went down from the castle into the town, and there
began afresh, as if there had been some such like acei-
dent. And this experience was made of the difference of
examples of justice and mercy ; that in this last, no man
could cry loud enough, * God save the king !” and at the
holding up of Brooke’s head, when the executioner began
the same cry, he was not seconded by the voice of any one
man but the sheriff. You must think; if the spectators
were so glad, the actors were not sorry; for even those
that went best resolved to death were glad of life. Cobham
vowed openly, if ever he proved traitor, never so much as
to beg his life; and Grey, that since he had his life with-
out begging, he would deserve it. Markham returned
with a merrier countenance than he came to the scaffold.
Raleigh, you must think, (who had a window opened that
way) had hammers working in his head, to beat out the
meaning of this stratagem. His turn was to come on
Monday next; but the king has pardoned him with the
rest, and confined him with the two lords to the Tower
of London, there to remain during pleasure. Markham,
Brooksby, and Copley, are to be banished the realm. This
resolution was taken by the king without man’s help, and
no man can rob him of the praise of yesterday’s action,
for the lords knew no other but that execution was to go
forward, till the very hour it should be performed: and
then calling them before him, he told them how much he
had been troubled to resolve in this business; for to exe-
cute Grey, who was a noble, young, spirited fellow, and save
Cobham, who was as base and unworthy, were a manner
of injustice. To save Grey, who was of a proud, insolent
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nature, and execute Cobham, who had shewed great tokens
of humility and repentance, were as great a solecism;
and so went on with Plutarch’s comparisons in the rest,
till travelling in contrarieties, but holding the conclusion
in so indifferent balance that the lords knew not what to
look for till the end came out, ¢ and therefore I have
saved them all.” The miracle was as great there as with
us at Winchester, and it took like effect : for the applause
that began about the king went from thence into the
presence, and so round about the court.

I send you a copy of the king’s letter, which was pri-
vately written the Wednesday night, and the messenger
despatched the Thursday, about noon. But one thing had
like to have marred the play, for the letter was closed,
and delivered him unsigned ; which the king remembered
himself, and called for him back again. And at Win-
chester there was another cross adventure: for John Gill
could not get so near the scaffold that he could speak to
the sheriff, but was thrust out amongst the boys, and was
fain to call out to Sir James Hayes, or else Markham
might have lost hisneck. There were other bye passages, if
I could readily call them to mind; but here is enough al-
ready for un petit mot de lettre, and therefore I bid you
heartily farewell.

John Chamberlain, Esq. to Dudley Carleton, Esq.

Ascot, August 14, 1604.

It seems the Spanish train is curtailed by the better
half from that was given out.

I heard lately from Sir William Borlase, that the Hol-
landers were about to intercept him between the ship and
shore, and that they have burnt a little ship of Dover
going for Dunkirk. Whereupon some of them landing
two days after at Dover, they of the town set upon them
and killed two and hurt divers, which beginning will breed
no good blood, if it be not prevented. And, lastly, that
the 5th of August a lioness whelped in the Tower, a thing
seldom or never heard of before. Thus you see how we
pay you with your own coin, and send you trees to the wood.
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The sickness increaseth at Oxford, and hath taken away
one Eveleigh,! principal of Hart Hall, on Wednesday last,
which gave them all such an alarm, that the college were
ready to rise and make away.

On Friday last, the Lord Sanquire, going from Sir Wil-
liam Greeves to Ricot, set there to practise or play with
Turner, the fencer, who by mischance run him into the
eye, so that he was in great danger to lose it, and withal
the pain and anguish hath put him into an ague that tor-
ments him, and makes him lie by it.?

Sir Edward Hoby® to Sir Thomas Edmondes.*
November 19, 1605.

My being in the country made it somewhat long before
I could receive your last to me of the 18th of September ;
being likewise the same occasion, that I could not return
you any answer before this time, for that it was Hallowtide
before my arrival at this good town. And for answer to
your lordship’s letter, I very humbly thank you for so well
satisfying of me touching Diego de Bonastre, assuring your
lordship that though I have a very great desire to enter-
tain one for the exercise of that tongue, yet in a matter
of so great indifferency, I will never yield so much scandal
to nourish any with my bread, of whom their highnesses
shall conceive so just cause of dislike. I pray God grant
unto her highness® a good effect of her late painful pil-
grimage. I am sure she went with a stronger faith than I
had, when I ever moved to undertake the same for mny arm.

We hear that Lipsius is dead.” If it be so, I think it is
because his purchase hath prospered no better in the Vale
of Sichem.

L John Eveleigh, who became Principal of Hart Hall, in 1599.

2 Subsequently, a taunt from the King of France mduced Lord Sanquhar to seek
a deadly revenge on the unfortunate fencer.

3 Eldest son of Sir Thomas Hoby, Knight. He was a geutleinan of considerable
learning, and the author of several works. He died March 1, 1616.

4 Ambassador at the court of Brussels. His name is frequently mentioned in
the political history of the times, and he held several important employments in
the reigns of James and Charles.

5 The Archduke Albert and Infanta Isabella. 6 The Infanta.

7 Justus Lipsius, who enjoyed great celebrity at this period as a scholar and
a critic, though his works, in six folio volumes, are now rarely opened. He did not

die till March 23, 1605-6. The allusion in the next sentence is to a Latin treatise
of his, long since forgotten.

VOL. 1. D
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_ For our occurrences here, on Wednesday, the 30th of
October, the Earl of Cumberland died ; and it is said the
body of the council is no whit weakened thereby. His
wife and he were reconciled before his death, who is left a
lady able to pleasure the communion of saints, having a
jointure of £1200 a-year, confirmed in 39 Elizabeth by
parliament. Upon his opening, there was as much filthy
matter in his liver as filled a great charger. My Lord of
Salisbury is one of his execators. His daughter shall have
£15,000, and be married to my Lord of Walden. The
last of October died the old Lady Chandos ; and it is con-
fidently said that my lord is to marry my lord chamber-
lain’s eldest daughter.

The same day the king arrived at Whitehall. I have
sent unto your lordship a letter to Monsieur de Vorreyken.
Upon the 1st of November, M. de Beaumont' departed
towards France, having left behind him a reasonable dis-
taste here; but had a very extraordinary present given
him from the king and queen likewise, and so had his
wife. I understand that the Count de Crumaille, who is
to succeed him, will not be here these six weeks; so as
for this parliament we are like to be without a French
ambassador. Here were certain books lately brought out
of France, and great search made after them to call them
all in. And how true I know not, but I am let to under-
stand that our ambassador there moved the French king for
the suppressing of the whole press, and received but a very
slight answer. It containeth a history of some eight years
since, containing some quires of paper, and written by
one Dampmartin. You may easily recover one by the
French ambassador there. There is another book written
in Spanish, much in disgrace of the admiral, and carriage
of our countrymen there.

Before my coming hither, I hear that Madame de Ho-
boquen was with the queen at Hampton Court, where she
did excellently carry herself, to her great commendation.
I have vot yet seen her, but will do with the first oppor-
tunity I can, and will do her all the honour and service I can,

! The Comte de Beaumont; he had been ambassador here during a portion of
the subsequent reigu.
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purposing, when my wife shall be come to the town, and
settled, solemnly to invite her. But to tell your lordship
truly, she lieth so far off at Stepney, as this winter weather
it is a great toil to go to her: aman must be fain to spend
a whole day for a compliment, which I should hardly do
during the parliament, were it not that my obligation is
so great to my Father Monsieur le Président as will leave
nothing unperformed ; much marvelling, for many respects,
that they do not winter within the city.

It is said here, that the chaplain which Sir Charles
Cornwallis carried over with him into Spain is turned friar.
Likewise, that a priest of Taxis is converted here, and
assuredly given out that Sir Edmund Bainham is turned
capuchin. Sundry parliament men are dead since the last
session, as Sir Arthur Atye, Sir Edward Stafford, Sir
Richard Levison, Sir George Harvey, Sir Philip Knightly,
old Liefe of Hastings, Sir Edward Lewkener, Sir Thomas
Hesketh, attorney of the wards (in whose room Serjeant
Hobart is placed), young Sir Henry Beaumont, &c., wherein
your lordship may note, that it hath lighted most upon fat
men. For lords I find none dead but the Lord Windsor.

Here hath been lately kept certain martial courts by
the commissioners, wherein were chiefly handled, as I un-
derstand, the matter of the Earl of Kildare for the barony
of Ophaly : as also the Viscount Montagu calleth in ques-
tion Sir Edward Monteagle for bearing of his coat of arms
and quartering of Mount Kermor, driving it to the point
of proving no gentleman. But one thing seemed very
strange unto me, which the Lords have likewise called
before them, that there is one Musgrove, one of the knights
of the Bath, and hath married my Lord Wharton’s daughter,
who hath caused to be made a great number of windows
to be set up in his house, containing sundry arms, where
he placed for the first coat the arms of England, the second
the arms of Scotland, the third of Edward the Confessor,
and the fourth his own. I verily believe he will prove
another Basset.

In the beginning of this Michaelmas term, Justice
Gawdy was made chief justice ot the Common Pleas.

We hear that the King of Spain hath been lately in

D2
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Navarre, under colour of coming to be crowned : but when
he came to Pampeluna he flayed the governor of the town
quick, and put to death two hundred inhabitants for prac-
tising with France.

On the 5th of November we began our parliament, when
the king should have come in person, but he refrained
through a practice but that morning discovered.! The
plot was to have blown up the king at such time as he
should have been set in his royal throne, accompanied
with his children, nobility, and commoners, and assisted
with all the bishops, judges, and doctors, at one instant;
a blast to have ruined the whole state and kingdom of
England ; and for the effecting of this there was placed
under the Parliament House, where the king should sit,
some thirty barrels of powder, with good store of wood,
faggots, pieces and bars of iron. How this came forth is
sundry ways delivered. Some say by a letter sent to the
Lord Monteagle, wherein he was warned not to come to
the parliament the first day; for that the time was so
wicked, as God would take some vengeance, which would
be in a short time performed as that letter could be burned,
which he was prayed to do. Such as are apt to interpret
all things to- the worst, will not believe other, but that
Monteagle might in a policy cause this letter to be sent,
fearing the discovery already of the letter ; the rather that
one Thomas Ward, a principal man about him, is suspected
to be accessary to the treason. Others otherwise. But,
howsoever, certain it is, that upon a search lately made on
Monday night, in the vault under the parliament chamber
before spoken of, one Johnson? was found with one of
these close lanterns preparing the train against the next
morrow, who, being after brought into the galleries of the
court, and there demanded if he were not sorry for his so
foul and heinous a treason, answered that he was sorry for
nothing but that the act was not performed. Being replied
unto him, that no doubt there had been a number in that
place of his own religion, how in conscience he could do
them hurt, he answered a few might well perish to have
the rest taken away. Others telling him that he should

! The gunpowder plot. ? The assumed name of Faukes.
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die a worse death than he that killed the Prince of Orange,
he answered that he could bear it as well ; and oftentimes
repeated, that he should have merited pardon if he had
performed it. Some say, that he was servant to one
Thomas Perey : others, that he is a Jesuit, and had a shirt
of hair next his skin. But he was carried to the Tower
on Tuesday following, whither the Lords went to examine
him. This Thomas Percy had been a servant of the Earl
Northumberland’s, and put in great trust by him concern-
ing his northern busmess, and lately made by him a pen-
sioner. He presently fled, and proclamations were made
presently for his apprehension. Early on the Monday
morning the Earl of Worcester was sent to Essex House,
to signify the matter to my Lord of Northumberland,
whom he found asleep in his bed, and hath done since his
best endeavour for his apprehension. This Percy, my
Lord of Northumberland confessed, had £4000 of his in
his hands. I will judge the best, but if this earl should
be found hereafter anyways privy thereto, it cannot be but
that Beaumont’s hand was in the pie.

When Johnson was brought to the king’s presence, the
king asked him how he could conspire so hideous treason
against his children and so many innocent souls, which
never offended him? He answered, that it was true; but
a dangerous disease required a desperate remedy. He
told some of the Scots that his intent was to have blown
them back again into Scotland. We say, that Sir Antony
Shirley hath been with the emperor, and is at this time
employed by him into Spain: and there is farther news,
that his brother, Robert Shirley, hath been the chief in-
strument for the Persian to overthrow fourscore thousand

“Turks.!

Since Johuson’s being in the Tower, he beginneth to
speak English,?and yet he was never upon the rack, but
only by his arms upright. On Thursday, the 7th of

1 There was another brother in this family of adventurers. They formed the
subject of a play, written by John Day, called, * The Travels of the Three English
Brothers.” Anthony and Robert obtained great distinction at the court of Shah
Abbas, and the former subsequently entered into the service of the King of Spain,
as admiral and member of the council.

2 To confess.
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November, the Earl of Northumberland was committed to
the custody of the Archbishop, who, as I doubt not but
you already know, is made one of the privy council. Some
insurrection hath been in Warwickshire, and begun the very
same day that the plot should have been executed ; some
Popish flight-heads thinking to do wonders. The chiefest
names which I hear of, are such as were swaggerers 1n
Essex’s action; as Catesby, and some say Tresham, the
two Wrights, and one of the Winters, and such ‘like.
Percy himself was met at Dunstable, it should seem going
towards them. If the practice had taken effect, the King
of Spain’s ambassador and the archduke’s had been blown
up ; for their coaches were ready at the door to have at-
tended on the king. Some say that Northumberland
received the like letter that Monteagle did, and concealed
it. The Viscount Montacute is committed to Sir Thomas
Bennett’s house, alderman of London. Captain Whitelocke
is committed to the Tower of London. Sir Walter Raleigh
is much suspected to be privy to this action; for White-
locke had had private conference late with him.! The
prisoner’s right name is held not to be Johnson, but Faux.
He hath further confessed that there be many gentlemen
which at this time serve the archduke, that have been
made privy that they should be prepared for that day for
an insurrection ; and that he verily thinketh they will come
shortly over by degrees.

Many rumours run here, concerning Monsieur Beau-
mont. Some give out that he is not passed the seas at my
writing of this. But I am credibly let to understand,
that he did mightily importune to pass over, and did take
shipping the same Tuesday morning, notwithstanding an
adverse wind ; and that he gave to the captain which car-
ried him over a ring, worth some five-and-twenty crowns,
which he took in dudgeon. I hear that that German which
so braved him heretofore in his own house followed him
to Canterbury, and there, @ la dérobée, affianced himself
to his gentlewoman, la Hay, about whom the stir was.

! Knowing how much the king disliked Sir Walter Raleigh, who was in fact the

greatest ornament of his covrt, no accusation appears to have been too improbable
for the courtiers to bring against him.
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Your lordship must interpret of my letter favourably,
as written at sundry times, which I do for your better
information, though it hang, as it were, by points. It
is much here observed, that the French king would have
no ambassador here against that day. Such as have been
curious to search out whether ever the like act hath been
attempted, can find none come so near this as a practice
about nine years since, to blow up the Consistory at Rome
by one of the House of Este. 1 pray your lordship let
me understand from you how Sir Henry Carey is handled,
and how his affairs go. I think they were too forward
when we were there, to advance their titles above others.
I pray your lordship, if you send any hither at any time,
to return again; that you will give them an instruction to
call upon me first, and let me know how I may safely send
unto you. ‘

I understand that Tyrwhyt, which married my Lady
Bridget, and also Sir Everard Digby, are gone to the
rebels,! who have left Warwickshire, and are gone into
Worcestershire : but of the flying hand, and little strength,
not daring to come into any good town. All the king’s
servants are to take the oath of supremacy. On Friday,
the 8th of November, the king sent forth a proclamation,
that whosoever could apprehend Thomas Percy, and bring
him alive, if he were an offender in his treason, in what-
soever degree, he should not only have pardon of his life,
lands, and goods, but also a reward of £1000 value, at
the least; and, if he be no offender, he shall have that, or
a greater reward. His majesty set forth a proclamation
before that, wherein he freed his neighbour kings and
princes from any suspicion he had of their privity; for
that all the ministers of foreign princes which are now
here made earnest suit to be present in the place that
day. It is said that the rebels came but two hours too
late to have seized upon the person of my Lady Elizabeth’s
grace.?

On the 9th of November, the king came to the parlia-
ment house; the queen his wife, the ambassadors of the In-
fanta, and the King of Spain, present. There was solemuly

¥'The associates in Faukes's conspiracy. 2 The king's daughter.



40 THE COURT AND TIMES OF

delivered up, by the lord chancellor, that part of the in-
strument of the Union which was to be offered to the
consideration of the next session of parliament, the House
of Commons being likewise present. The king used
some speech touching that matter, and largely dilated in
some points touching the late horrible treason ; and, in the
end, prorogued the parliament until the 21st of January.
Among many other respects, one was, that in the mean
time many examinations might be thoroughly taken, for
that all the offenders in this treason should be tried by
the next session of parliament. His majesty in his speech
observed one principal point, that most of all his best
fortunes had happened unto him upon the Tuesday; and
particularly he repeated his deliverance from Gowry and
this, in which he noted precisely, that both fell upon the
fifth day of the month: and therefore concluded that he
made choice that the next sitting of parliament might
begin upon a Tuesday. I must confess to your lordship
that I was not myself present, nor have not been, since
the session began, out of my house, neither had I been at
that day’s work ; but I hope my father Richardot will not
hold me in suspicion.

Tyrwhyt is come to London, Tresham sheweth himself,
and Ward walketh up and down. Johnson’s name now is
turned into Guy Vaux, alias Faux. Upon the 10th of
November fresh news came, that the traitors were over-
thrown by the sheriff of Worcestershire; that Catesby is
slain, Percy taken, but sore hurt, at Lyttleton’s house in
Worcestershire, which they say the sheriff put fire to. I
understand the sheriff’s name is Welch. So much was
signified the same day, upon a solemn ard general thanks-
giving, by Barlow, Bishop ‘of Rochester, as I heard. I
understand that the French church here at London ap-
pointed the same day for a general thanksgiving, and
proclaimed a fast for the Thursday ensuing.

On Friday, the 15th of November, the Lord Montacute,
and Lord Mordaunt, and Tresham, were sent to the Tower.
It_ is thought the Lord Mordaunt will be found very ca-
pital ; for that one Keye, the keeper of his house at
Turvey, was one of the principal plotters of the treason.
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One thing is very worthy of note, that as these men
would have wrought by powder, so by their own powder,
which was casually set on fire at Lyttleton’s house, they
were much distressed ; otherwise, it is thought, that the
sheriff had not so easily come by them. Percy is dead,
who it is thought, for some particular men, could have
said more than any other.

Upon the death of the Earl of Cumberland, Grafton and
the parks were bestowed upon the Duke of Lemnox. I
understand, that upon composition of all parties, Holmby
House is now the Duke of York’s,! and my Lord Compton
the keeping of it.

The compotation house whereunto all this crew resorted
during their practice was the Harts-horn, in Carter Laue.
I pray your lordship that I may undelstand your receipt
hereof.

[The writer of the following letter received his edu-
cation at Cambridge, where he took the degree of master
of arts on the 19th of April, 1610. It is presumed that
he was a member of the House of Commons, from an
expression in one of his letters describing the debates,
respecting ¢ our last demands.” Be this as it may, Mr.
John Pory went abroad a year or two afterwards, and was
at Venice in July, 1613. He travelled about for several
years, of which some notices will be found in these letters,
intending at one time to proceed to Constantinople; but
was diverted from it, or probably abandoned it for want
of funds, for he was at Amsterdam in September, 1617,
and at Paris in the following February. He, however,
shortly extended his travels to the new world, for he em-
ployed the influence he possessed with the Earl of War-
wick, to procure him the post of secretary for the colony
of Virginia, where he went in the beginning of the year
1619, with the new governor, Sir George Yeardley, who
on his arrival appointed him one of the council, and in
this office he continued till the commission of the governor
expired, in November, 1621, when he returned to England.

1 The king’s second son, afterwards King Charles I.
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In October, he was appointed by the privy council one of
the commissioners for inquiring into the state of the
colony, to which he returned; but his stay must have
been brief, for he was again in England in the summer of
1624, where he remained till his death, which happened
in the autumn of 1635. He was evidently a man of very
superior talent and of extensive information ; and very few
knew better what was going on in the political world both
at home and abroad. He was much respected by his con-
temporaries, and was on terms of intimacy with many of
the most eminent. ]

My. Pory to Sir Robert Cotton.
January, 1605.

Ever since your departure, I have been very unfit to
learn any thing, because my hearing, which Aristotle calls
sensus eruditionis, hath by an accidental cold been al-
most taken from me, which makes me very unsociable,
and to keep within doors; yet not in such a retired fashion,
but that I have seen both the masque on Sunday, and the
barriers on Monday night.! The bridegroom?® carried him-
self as gravely and gracefully as if he were of his father’s
age. He had greater gifts given him than my Lord of
Montgomery had, his place being valued at £3000, and
his jewels, money, and other gifts, at £1000 more. But
to return to the masque, both Inigo, Ben, and the actors,
men and women, did their parts with great commenda-
tion. The conceit or soul of the masque was Hymen
bringing in a bride, and Juno’s priest a bridegroom, pro-
claiming that these two should be sacrificed to nuptial

! Since the arrival of the new king and queen, the gen’us of Ben Jonson, assisted
by Inigo Jones in the scenes and properties, had been in frequent requisition, in
preparing masques for the entertainment of their majesties and the court. The
king seems to have been gratified with Ben's erudition, but the courtiers were soon
satiated with it, and the poet makes many an indignant complaint at their want of
judgment. Thegeneral reader at the present day, if he look over the ¢ Hymeni" and
Barriers prepared for the occasion, mentioned in the text, it is likely enough may
become as impatient of such Jaborious trifling, as were the majority of the poet’s

auditors. In truth, as may be gathered from Mr Pory’s description, it is erammed
with the sort of learning likely to please such a pedagogue as James, without pos-
sessing a particle of human interest.

2 Robert Earl of Essex, married at the age of fourteen, in January, 1605-6, to
Frances Howard. daughter of Thomas, Earl of Suffolk, she being then thirteen years

of age. Of this unfortunate union the reader will shortly come to particulars of a
very different character.
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union : and here the poet made an apostrophe to the
union of the kingdoms. But before the sacrifice could be
performed, Ben Jonson turned the globe of the earth
standing behind the altar, and within the concave sat the
eight men-maskers, representing the four Humours and the
four Affections, who leaped forth to disturb the sacrifice
to Union. But amidst their fury, Reason, that sate above
them all, crowned with burning tapers, came down and
silenced them. These eight, together with Reason, their
moderatress, mounted above their heads, sat somewhat
like the ladies in the scallop-shell the last year. <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>