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2 URQUHART AND GLENMORISTON

indeed, and few are the gleams that cheer the
student of the past on his dark journey through the
early ages. In the beginning, says our oldest
Book, the earth was without form, and void; and
Geology tells how, during the slow course of im-
measurable time, 1t assumed 1its present aspect—
how the rocks were made, the mountains raised, the
valleys formed, and the sea divided from the dry
land. In the process great changes came over the
face of the earth. Not to go beyond our own Scot-
land, the land at one time rose high above the
ocean : at another, it sank deep beneath its waves.!
For untold ages it was exposed to the scorching
rays of a tropical sun: for another period of
perhaps equal duration 1t lay buried under an
overwhelming weight of ice, that crushed its rocks
and rounded its mountain sides.? The marks of
these great changes still remain; but there is little or
no trace of its earliest inhabitants. We step almost
into modern times before we get the first glimpse of
man as he slowly emerges from a state scarcely
higher than that of the beasts of the field. Fol-
lowing him down through the centuries, we are
able to trace his progress by such land-marks
as the use of weapons and implements—at first
made of stone, and thereafter, as his knowledge

1The margin of a lake, which in former ages covered the lower
portions of Urquhart, is still seen in the beautiful terrace which almost
surrounds the Strath.

2Deep ice markings on the rocks beyond Achtuie indicate the
course of one great glacier which passed over the ridge from the
direction of Strone Point, and of another which came down the Glen,
from the direction of Corrimony.
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widens, of bronze or of iron;' the abandonment of
the natural caves of the earth for habitations built
with his own hands; and the cultivation of the soil
for the production of food for himself and the
animals which he has tamed for his service.  There
i1s no written record of the earlier ages. For the
first references to the inhabitants of the Highlands
we must search the pages of certain Latin authors
who derived their knowledge of them from the
Roman soldiers who served the Cesars in Britain.
From Lucan and other writers of the first century
we learn that in their time our part of the island was
inhabited by the Caledonian Britons (Caledonii
Britanni), the same who valiantly opposed the
legions of Agricola at the battle of Mons Grampius.
We gather from the geographer Ptolemy, who
flourished about the year 120, that in his day the
country extending from Loch Long (Lemannonius
Sinus) to the Beauly Firth (Varar Astuarium?),
and embracing the glens which now bear the names
of Urquhart and Glenmoriston, was peopled by the
Caledonit, one of several tribes into which the Cale-
donian Britons were then divided; and in the time
of Severus (a.p. 208), those tribes were combined
into two nations—Caledonit and Maate—which, a
century later, appear under the general name of

1 Numerous stone implements have been found in the Parish. In
1887 a beautiful bronze blade was found in a sepulchral urn at
Balnalick, for a description of which (by Mr Angus Grant) see Proc.
of Society of Antiq. of Scot., 1887-8.

2The name Varar still survives in the River Farrar, and Glen
Strathfarrar—the Glen of the Strath of Farrar.
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Picti, a name well known and much dreaded during
the latter years of the Roman occupation. North
of the Grampians were the Northern Picts. The
Southern Picts inhabited the country lying to the
south and east of that range. Those divisions were
again sub-divided into provinces, the most noted of
which was Muireb or Moray, which extended, on
the one hand, from the Spey to the Forne or Beauly
(the ancient Varar), and, on the other hand, from the
Moray Firth to Lochaber. In Moray was situated
that district the history of which this book is to tell
—the ‘‘ Urchard in Morawia,”” and ‘‘ Urqubart in
Murrayland,’’ of former annalists.

The legendary element bulks largely in the early
story of the district. Once upon a time, says one
pretty myth, the great glen which now lies under
the waters of Loch Ness was a beautiful valley,
sheltered from every blast by high mountains,
clothed with trees and herbs of richest hues.  This
vale was covered with verdant pasture, over which
roamed the flocks of the people; and through it
flowed a majestic river in which was found every
fish good for the food of man.  Although the people
were many, peace and friendship prevailed. The
women plied the distaff, and their homes and
children they did not forsake; and when the men
did not hunt the boar in the forest they chased the
deer on the mountain, and when they did not chase
the deer on the mountain they tended their cattle
on the plain.
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There was a spring in this happy vale which was
blessed by Daly the Druid, and whose waters were
ever afterwards an unfailing remedy for every
disease. This holy well was protected from pollu-
tion by a stone placed over it by the Druid, who
enjoined that whenever the stone was removed for
the drawing of water, it should be immediately
replaced. ‘‘ The day on which my command is
disregarded,’” said he, ‘‘ desolation will overtake the
land.””  The words of Daly were remembered by the
people, and became a law among them; and so day
followed day, and year gave place to year.

But on one of the days a woman left the child of
her bosom by the fireside, and went to the well to
draw water. No sooner did she remove the stone
from its place than the cry reached her ear that the
child had moved towards the fire.  Rushing to the
house, she saved the infant—but she forgot the
word of the Druid, and omitted to replace the
stone. The waters rose and overflowed the vale;
and the people escaped to the mountains and filled
the air with lamentation, and the rocks echoed
back the despairing cry—Tha loch ’nis ann, tha loch
‘nis ann!—‘‘ There 1s a lake now, there is a lake
now !’ And the lake remained, and it is called Loch-
Nis to this day.?

The Tales of the Sons of Uisneach account
otherwise for the name of the Loch. In the days of
Conachar Mac Nessa,? who was King of Ulster in
the first century, there lived in Ireland a man of the

1 Loch-Nis: so written in Gaelic; pronounced Loch Néésh.
2 Conachar—anciently Conchobar.
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name of Colum Cruitire, whose daughter Deirdire,
or Dearduil, was the most beautiful woman of her
age. ‘‘She was the fairest drop of blood between
earth and sun, and there never was born in Ireland
a drop of blood so fair as she.”” Conachar resolved
to make this daughter of beauty his wife. ‘‘ Give
me but a year and a day in my maidenhood,”’ said
she; and her request was granted.  Before the end
of the year and day, who visited the King but
his cousins Naois, Aillean, and Ardan, the renowned
sons of Uisneach. Naois fell in love with Dearduil,
and Dearduil loved Naois; and, accompanied by
Aillean and Ardan, they fled together to Scotland.
On the shore of Loch Naois (Loch Ness) they built
a tower from the window of which they could slay
the salmon, and from the door the bounding stag;
and here they for a season lived in safety and
happiness. But their retreat became known to
Conachar, and he sent Farquhar Mac Ro to them
with an assurance of his friendship and an invitation
to a great feast which he was about to give.  Dear-
duil foreboded evil, and entreated Naois not to go;
but he would not listen to her, and they all accom-
panied Farquhar Mac Ro to Ireland. The King’s
promises were fair, but his heart was false; and the
Sons of Uisneach were treacherously slain, and their
bodies laid in one grave. Then Dearduil looked
into the open grave and said—‘‘ Let Naois of my
love move to one side: let Aillean press close to
Ardan: if the dead could only hear, you would
make room for me.””  And the dead did make room
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for her; and she, laying herself by her husband’s
side, expired. But the King would not have
Naois and Dearduil lie in the same grave, and he
caused her to be buried on the opposite bank of an
adjoining stream; and a tender pine sprang out of
the grave of Naois, and another out of the grave of
Dearduil, and the pines grew and joined above the
stream.!

Although the Children of Uisneach were thus
slain, their fame did not die in Alban; and as the
name of Naois is borne by Loch Ness, the river
Ness, and Inverness, so does the vitrified fort of
Dun Dearduil, on the Stratherrick side of the lake,
bear that of his faithful Darthula.?

The Romans, whose dominion never extended
over the territory of the Northern Picts, were
forced, in the year 410, for ever to quit Britain;
and for the next century and a half the history of
the North of Scotland is hidden in impenetrable
mists. When the clouds rise, we find Brude Mac
Mailcon, the Pictish King, who had his seat on the

1See the full Gaelic version of this tale (by Mr Alex. Carmichael,
LL.D.) in Transactions of Inverness Gaelic Society, Vol. XIII.
2The legendary origin of the name of Loch Ness must not be
accepted seriously. The true origin will be discussed in the appendix
on place-names. The Children of Uisneach, however, who gave many
place-names to the district of Loch Etive, appear also to have been
associated with the district of Loch Ness. In Deirdire’s Lament for
Alba, Naois and herself are thus referred to :—
He sent to her a frisking herd—
A wild hind and a fawn at its foot;
And he went to her on a visit
As he returned from the host of Inverness.
—Transactions of the Gaelic Society of Dublin (1808);
Translation in Highland Monthly for July, 1890.
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banks of the river Ness, at war with the Dalriad
Scots, a Gaelic race whom he defeated in 560;
and St Columba at war with paganism at Brude’s
court, and preaching the gospel in Atwrchartdan—
the first mention we have of the name of our Parish.!
Columba’s story will be told in a future chapter.
Brude died about 584, and for generations after his
death his successors maintained a hard struggle
for existence—sometimes fighting with their old
enemies of Dalriada; sometimes engaged in inter-
necine feuds with Pictish claimants to the crown;
and, latterly, involved in frequent trouble with
the fierce Norse Vikings, who had begun to ravage
and lay waste the Scottish shores. Suffering thus
from within and without, the Pictish monarchy
gradually declined, until, in 844, Kenneth Macalpin,
King of the Scots, but in whose veins Pictish blood
flowed, placed the crown of Brude on his own
head. He did not extirpate the Pictish nation, as
historians have erroneously supposed.  On the con-
trary, for half a century he and his successors
were called kings of the Picts. The old race still
survived, and the present inhabitants of the
province, including the people of Urquhart and
Glenmoriston, are their direct descendants—mixed
with the Gael, and to a slight extent with the
Norse and the Saxon. The Pictish tongue, however,
which was nearly allied to the Welsh, gave place
in course of time to its distant relation, the Gaelic
language of the Scots—the result, mainly, of the

1 Adamnan’s Vita Sancti Columbee III., c. xv.
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influence of the Gaelic-speaking clergy of the Celtic
Church.

Those Picts of Moray were deeply imbued with
the spirit of liberty, and very stubborn was the
fight which they made for their independence.  Led
by their own mormaors, or ‘‘ great-mayors,’’ they for
many years struggled for freedom, not only against
the Scots, who harassed their southern borders, but
also against the Norsemen, who pressed hard upon
them from the north. For a time they were forced
to own the Norse sway; but they threw off their
yoke in the time of the Mormaor Finlay, who in
1020 was succeeded by his son, the famous Macbeth.
The new mormaor at first allied himself with the
Scottish King—the Gracious Duncan of Shakes-
peare—and made common cause with him against
the powerful Norwegian Earl Thorfinn.  In the end,
however, he slew the King, and joined the Earl in
partitioning the country between themselves. Mac-
beth took the crown and the territory of the dead
King, leaving the province of Moray to Thorfinn,
who became ruler of all Scotland north of the
Grampians. The Moraymen repudiated the selfish
arrangement, but it was only on Thorfinn’s death in
1057 that they were able finally to get rid of the
Viking rule. '

In connection with these events, tradition relates
that Monaidh Mac Righ Lochlainn—DMonie, son of
the King of Scandinavia—landed in Argyll with
a large force, accompanied by his sister. Iis
retreat to his ships having been cut off by the
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natives, he was pursued northward through the Cale-
donian valley, until he reached Urquhart, where he
made a stand on the high rock of Craigmonie,
which is still crowned with the remains of ancient
fortifications.  There he and his companions bravely
held their own for a time, his sister taking shelter
in a crevice still known as Leabaidh Nighean an
Righ—the Bed of the King’s Daughter. Driven
at last to the plain below, the Norsemen were
forced to give battle, and were defeated with great
slaughter. Monie escaped with his sister, but at
Corrimony he was overtaken and slain. The people
of the Glen took kindly to the hapless princess, and
she lived among them for many a day.!

King Duncan left a son, Malcolm, called Ceann-
mor, or Bighead, who, when he reached the years
of manhood, resolved to wrest his father’s kingdom
from Macbeth.  His efforts met with success, and
Macbeth lost his crown and his life in battle with
him, 1n 1067.  About the same time, Thorfinn died,
and the province of Moray reverted to the rule of the
mormaors, who assumed the style and claimed the
independence of kings. But the covetous eye of
Ceannmor was on the fair province. He invaded it in
1078, and, routing the forces of the Mormaor Maels-
nectan—DRt Muireb (King of Moray) as he is called in
the Annals of Ulster—annexed it to his ecrown. On

1The Norse Sagas contain numerous instances of women accom-
panying the Vikings on their warlike expeditions. The place-names
in the immediate vicinity of Craigmonie point to some conflict or con-
flicts of the past—Blair na Geilt, the Field of Terror; Poll a’ Ghaorr,
the Pool of Gore; Lag nan Cuspairean, the Hollow of the Archers.
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Malcolm’s death it again fell under the rule of the
mormaors, and a long struggle for it began. In 1130
David the First defeated the Moraymen, and slew
Angus their mormaor, and four thousand of their
number.  Ar fer Muriamh in Albain—the slaughter
of the Men of Moray in Alban—are the significant
words in which the Irish annals record the event.!

After this disaster, the Men of Moray not only
owned Dawvid’s sway, but also fought under his
banner. In his war with King Stephen they fol-
lowed him into England, and had the honour of
fighting under his own immediate command at the
Battle of the Standard.? But they were submissive
only so long as they were weak, and in 1160 they
again measured swords with their old foes. The
superior numbers of the Scots prevailed; and Mal-
colm the Second, wishing to put an end for ever to
the aspirations of the Moraymen, removed their
principal men to other parts of his kingdom, and
gave their possessions to loyal followers of his own.
The pacification which he desired was, however, not
yet possible.  The old race still continued to dream
of a separate independence, and new leaders arose to
guide and direct them.

During the latter half of the twelfth century
Urquhart appears to have been under the rule of
one Conachar, or Ochonachar, a mighty man who
looms largely in the half mythical legends of our
Parish. He is supposed to have been an Irishman

1 Annals of Innisfallen, in Chronicles of the Picts and Scots, 170.
2 Hailes’ Annals.
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of the royal house of Ulster, and he probably
received the Castle of Urquhart and the surround-
ing territory, which 1s said to have been previously
possessed by Macraes and Macleans,! as his reward
for services rendered to the King in the war of 1160.
To Conachar the families of Forbes, Mackay, and
Urquhart still look back as their common ancestor;
and, in allusion to his wonderful feat of killing a wild
boar of extraordinary fierceness and strength, the
three families in after years adopted the boar’s head
as their arms.  Strangely enough, the legend of his
adventure with the boar, which is referred to by a
historian® of the house of Forbes in the seventeenth
century, still survives in our Parish.  Once upon a
time, says this tale of the olden time,’ the Castle of
Urquhart was occupied by a mighty man named
Conachar Mor Mac Aoidh—Great Conachar, son
of Aodh—who possessed a dog, which, on account
of its extraordinary size, was known as An Cu
Mor—the Big Dog. The Big Dog, when young,
was fleet of foot and powerful of limb; but
age and its infirmities gradually overtook it, and
at last it seldom moved beyond the walls of the
Castle.  Conachar desired to destroy the useless
animal, but was prevented by an old woman who

1 Rev. James Fraser of Wardlaw’s Chronology of the Bissets and
Frasers of Lovat, MS. in Advocates’ Library.

2 William Forbes, who states, in his Preface to Lumsden’s
‘“ Houss of Forbes,”” that Conachar ‘ kjlled a great boare, and he hade
three sons, who were called the sons of him that killed the boare or
the beast.”

3See the full Gaelic version in the Author’s Legends of Glen-
Urquhart : Transactions of Gaelic Society of Inverness, Vol. I. (1872).
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said, “‘ Leig leis a’ chu: tha lath’ fhein a feitheamh
air ’—*¢ Let the dog live : his own day awaits him.”’
And so it did; for on one of the days, as Conachar
went forth to hunt, he was followed by the Big
Dog, playful and nimble as in the days of its youth.
The country was ravaged and ruined at the time by
a wild boar from which no man was ever known to
have escaped alive; and, ere Conachar had proceeded
far, he was attacked by the fierce monster. Manfully
though he defended himself, his spear fell harmless on
his rough-skinned foe, and he would have been over-
powered had not the faithful Cu Mor joined in the
combat. The struggle was long and terrible, but in
the end the boar was slain. But, alas! the dog also
received its death-wound, and expired at its master’s
feet.  Conachar himself, thus saved by its devotion,
lived for many a day. IHe and his sword lie
beneath Clach Ochonachair, at Innis Ochonachair in
Urquhart.?

1The Forbeses trace their descent from Conachar’s son, John, to
whom King William the Lion granted the lands of Forbois in
Aberdeenshire [History of the House and Clan of Mackay, 27].
Conachar’s son,*Alexander, was employed by the same King to repel
the Danes from Caithness, and, having succeeded, received the terri-
tory of the vanquished, and became the first Chief of the Clan Mac
Aoidh or Mackay [History of Clan Mackay, 27; William Forbes’ Pre-

face to ““ Houss of Forbes’’]. Archibald Grant, the Bard of Glen-
moriston, sings—
‘“ Rugadh air a’ mhuir a’ cheud fhear

O’n do shiollaich Clann Mhic Aoidh—

Conachar mor ruadh o’n chuan.’”’
That is, ““ He was born on the sea from whom the Clan Mackay are
descended—Great Conachar the Red, from the ocean.” The Urquharts
are descended from another son of Conachar. The eccentric Sir Thomas
Urquhart states, in his True Pedigree, that in B.c. 554 °“ Beltistos
married Thomyris. This Beltistos was surnamed Conachar, for which
cause a certain progeny descended of him is till this hour called the
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Notwithstanding the Plantation of Moray, as the
removal of the native chiefs, and the settlement
of strangers in their place, was called, the natives
of Moray still continued to give trouble to the
Scottish kings. They looked with no friendly eye
on the established Roman Catholic Church and the
feudal institutions which it found it politic to
foster; and so freely did its possessions suffer at
their hands that Pope Innocent found it necessary,
in 1215, to issue from his far-off home on the
banks of the Tiber a special protection to several
churches within the province. Among them was
that of our Parish—Ecclesia de Urchard ultra
Inuernys.r The Pope invoked the curse of God and
of Peter and Paul on such as disturbed the churches
or their possessions; but the Men of Moray cared for
none of these things, and Zion was not yet to enjoy
peace and felicity. In 1228, Gillespic Mac Scolane
placed himself at the head of the disaffected, and in
course of his career set fire to Inverness, burnt certain

generation of the Ochonachars, a race truly of great antiquity and
renown in the dominion of Ireland. Beltistos founded the Castle of
Urquhart above Invernasse [Inverness], which, being afterwards com-
pleted by his posterity, hath ever since been called the Castle Vicki-
chonchar.”” Nisbet the antiquary states that a brother of Lord
Forbes, ““ having in keeping the Castle of Urquhart, took his name
from the place;’” and William Forbes, in his Preface to the “ Houss of
Forbes,”” informs us that Conachar’s second son *‘ was called Urquhart,
of whom is descended the Laird of Cromartie and the Urquharts; and
to testifie to all posteritie that they descended of him that killed the
beast, they caused erect just the like monuments at the Castell of
Urquhart as is lying at Logie, which is yet to be seen there, as is
alleadged.” It may be more than a coincidence that Inverness-shire
contains an Urquhart and an Innis-Ochonachair; Ross-shire an
Urquhart and a Bad-Ochonachair; and Fifeshire an Urquhart and a
Kil-Conquhar (Cill-Conachar).
1 Registrum Moraviense, p. 43.
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castles, which were then built of timber, and harried
the lands belonging to the Church and the Crown.
The King marched against him in person, without
much effect; but, in 1229, the insurgent chief and his.
two sons were treacherously slain by John Cumming,
Justiciar or Chief-Justice of Scotland, who sent their
heads to the King.? The long struggle of the Men of
Moray for liberty thus came to an end. Henceforth.
they dreamt no more of a separate independence.
Upon the suppression of the insurrection the old
plan of bestowing the lands of the offenders upon loyat
strangers was resorted to. Urquhart was granted to
Thomas Durward,? who possessed extensive estates in
other parts of the kingdom, and who was appointed to
the then high office of Sheriff of Inverness. He was
succeeded by his son, Sir Alan Durward, Justiciar of
Scotland, who, having married Marjory, an illegiti-
mate daughter of Alexander the Second, entered into
negotiations with the Pope to legitimate her, and from
whom was descended Nicholas de Soulis, one of the
claimants to the Crown after the death of the Maid of
Norway. Sir Alan coveted and claimed a half davach®
of land in Urquhart, which belonged to the church ot

1 Fordun; Hailes’ Annals.

2The name was derived from the office of King’s doorward
(ostiarius), which became hereditary in the family.

3Glen-Urquhart consisted of ten davachs—deich dochan
Urchudainn—which varied in extent. The word is derived from the
Gaelic dabhach, a vat. Like boll, bushel, &c., it originally repre-
sented a measure of grain, and, also like those words, came in time to
be applied to a certain extent of land—an extent, probably, sufficient
to receive a dabhach of grain as seed. Certain fields in Urquhart
are still called bolls.
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the Parish, and the revenues of which were enjoyed
by the Chancellor of Moray. William, the Chancellor,
resisted the claim. Through the intervention of the
Bishop the quarrel was ended by a compromise, the
terms of which were embodied in a Latin deed which
does credit to the monkish lawyers of the period.
“ That noble man,’’ Sir Alan Durward, says this deed,
after narrating the cause of the dispute—*‘ that noble
man, for the sake of peace, has given to the church of
Urqubart half the lands claimed, namely, the half of
the half davach which is called the half davach of the
foresald church, in pure, free, and perpetual charity.
But he and his heirs will possess the other half of the
half davach in perpetual feu-farm, giving therefor
yearly to the church of Urquhart ten shillings, namely,
five shillings at Pentecost [ Whitsunday], and five
shillings at the feast of St Martin [Martinmas] 1n
winter next following. But further the said church
of Urquhart will have one whole croft and one toft of
four acres assigned to the said church near it, in a
suitable and convenient place, in gift of the said noble
man, in pure, free, and perpetual charity.”’?

1Reg. Morav., 96. The lands in dispute were those of Achmonie,
which originally extended from Drumbuie to Cartaly (Reg. Morav.,
155). The part retained by the Church under this Agreement was
Achmonie proper: the portion ceded to Durward was Culnakirk,
which, at a later period, fell to the Crown, and was granted to John
Grant of Glenmoriston in 1509. In 1557 Achmonie proper was sold to
John Mackay. Latterly its revenues seem to have gone to the Bishop.
The return made for lands held by the Church in pure charity (in
puram eleemosynam) consisted of prayers and supplications for the
grantor during his life, and masses for his soul after death. No
pecuniary payments or military services were exacted.
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CHAPTER 1II

1296—1362

Edward I. invades Scotland.—John of Glen-Urquhart. —
Urquhart Castle taken by the English.—Sir William Fitz-
warine Constable.—He is harassed by Andrew Moray.—
A Sabbath Day’s Journey and Fight.—The Countess of
Ross in Urquhart.—Moray besieges the Castle.—Death
of William Puer and Fitzwarine’s Son.—An Army of
Relief.—The King’s Instructions.—Fitzwarine’s Letter
to the King.—S8ir William Wallace.—The English
expelled from TUrquhart—Forbes Constable.—Fitz-
warine in Prison.—His Wife’s Devotion.—Edward’s
Great Invasion.—The English again in Urquhart.—
Forbes and his Garrison put to the Sword.—His Wife’s
Escape.—Sir Alexander Cumming Constable.—Bruce.—
Thomas Randolph Proprietor of Urqubart and Glen-
moriston.—His Highland Followers.—His Regency and
Administration of Justice.—His Murder.—Death of his
son, Thomas Randolph.—John Randolph.—S8ir Robert
Lauder holds the Castle against Baliol.—His Visitors at
the Castle.—Sir Robert Chisholm.—John Randolph slain.
and Chisholm made Prisoner.—Chisholm Constable of the
Castle.—Death of Lauder.—His Character.

THE events that led to the invasion of Scotland by
Edward the First of England are well known to every
reader of Scottish history. At the battle of Dunbar,
fought in April, 1296, the Scots were defeated; and,
among the prisoners taken by the English when
Dunbar Castle subsequently surrendered, were John
of Glen-Urquhart and his neighbours, Christine, son
of John of the Aird, and two of the valiant Grahams
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of Lovat. These northern warriors were in the
retinue of the Earl of Ross, with whom they were sent
in chains to England.  John of Glen-Urquhart was
confined in Berkhamstead Castle until July, 1297,
when he and the Grahams were liberated on condition
of serving the Enghsh King in France.

After Dunbar Edward marched victoriously
through Scotland, until he reached Elgin. From
that ancient ecclesiastical centre he sent out detach-
ments of his army to seize the northern strongholds.
The Castle of Urquhart, which now appears for the
first time on the page of undoubted history, was
taken and placed under the charge of Sir William
Fitzwarine, an English knight who had acquired
influence in Scotland through his marriage with
Mary of Argyll, Queen of Man, and Countess of
Stratherne.

Having arranged for the management of affairs
in Scotland, Edward returned to his own country,
exulting in the thought of having effectually subdued
the Scottish people. But he was doomed to dis-
appointment. In the South Sir William Wallace had
placed himself at the head of a resolute band who
refused to bear the English yoke; while to his
companion, Andrew Moray, son of Sir Andrew Moray,
proprietor of Petty, near Inverness, and of Avoch in
Ross, was entrusted the duty of raising the High-
landers. Moray’s appeal to the northern patriots met
with a ready response, and, notwithstanding the active
friendship of John of the Aird, who desired to procure

1 Rotuli Scotiee, I., 43, 44. Stevenson’s Historical Documents,
II1., 51.
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his son’s liberty, and of the Countess of Ross, who
worked for her husband’s release, Fitzwarine and his
English garrison were sorely pressed. His own letter
to the King, giving an account of his troubles, still
exists.! From this venerable and somewhat mutilated
document, which is dated the 8th day before the
Kalends of August (or 25th July), 1297, and of which
a fac-simile is here given, we learn that certain persons
who were moved against Fitzwarine having betaken
themselves to Andrew Moray at the Castle of Avoch,
and to Alexander Pilchys, or Pilche, a patriotic
burgess of Inverness, for aid, Sir Reginald le Chen,
who commanded the English troops at Inverness,
wrote to Fitzwarine requesting him to repair to that
town on Sunday next after the Feast of the Ascension,
for consultation concerning the King’s affairs. The
Constable of Urquhart accordingly travelled to Inver-
ness on the Sunday morning, with a company of
horsemen. Having attended the conference, he
started on his return journey; but on the way he was
attacked by Moray and Pilche, and two at least of
his prineipal followers fell, wounded, into their hands,
in addition to eighteen of his horses, ‘‘ of which ten
were sufficient for every good work.’”” The skirmish
appears to have been a severe one.? The riders of
the captured horses were doubtless slain or taken
prisoners; and the probability is that Moray also lost
some of his men.  Fitzwarine himself escaped, and

1 No. 3258 of Royal Letters, in Public Record Office, London.

2The fight is probably commemorated by Eas &’ Chath (the
Cascade of the Battle) and the adjoining °“ Battlefield,”” mear Doch-
four and on the ancient road leading from Inverness to Urquhart by
Caiplich.
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reached the Castle. He was followed by Moray and
Pilche; and next morning.the Countess of Ross, who
had also arrived in the district, sent an esquire to
assure him that she had not been a party to the attack,
and to offer her aid in the defence of the fort. He,
however, did not desire her intermeddling, ‘‘lest
greater peril should happen to him;”’ and so returned
her his thanks and declined the offer, as he ‘¢ trusted
sufficiently to defend himself and the Castle.”” The
esquire departed and got safely past Moray’s
retainers and the burgesses of Inverness. The
Constable then looked forth from the Castle and
saw the force of the Earl of Ross’s son, whom the
Countess had sent to his relief; but, ‘ believing
that for evil he had come,”” he again refused the
proffered aid. His suspicions were, however, un-
founded, and the Countess subsequently furnished
him with much needed supplies, and ‘‘did many
other good works.”’

Moray, having gathered a considerable army,
besieged the Castle, and in a night attack killed
William Puer, and Richard, the Constable’s son, and
apparently several others. He, however, raised the
siege, and retired for a time with his men to the
Castles of Avoch and Balkeny, and the woods of
the district—the result, probably, of assistance
given to Fitzwarine by the Countess and John of the
Aird.

Tidings of these events soon reached the watchful
Edward, and on 11th June he addressed a letter to
Henry le Chen, the warrior-bishop of Aberdeen,
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ordering him and Sir Gartenet, son of the Earl of
Mar, to the relief of the Castle. ‘‘ Because from
the report of certain individuals,”” says the King,
after complimenting the Bishop and Sir Gartenet
on their diligence and fidelity in the government
of the Sheriffdom of Aberdeen—‘¢ because from the
report of certain individuals we learn that certain
malefactors and disturbers of the peace, roaming
about, have killed some of our servants, and im-
prisoned others, and that they detain those thus
imprisoned, and are maliciously laying ambushes
for our beloved and faithful Wilham Fitzwarine,
Constable of our Castle of Urquhart, for the pur-
pose of seizing that Castle, and, if possible, capturing
Wilham himself, we, desiring to stop their mischief-
making as quickly as possible, lest worse may come
of 1t, entrust it to you, asking you in the faith and
love in which you are held by us—strongly enjoining
you—that you and the forementioned Gartenet,
taking with you all your own forces and those of
the whole Sheriffdom of Aberdeen, proceed to the
foresaid Castle without any delay, and see the con-
dition of it; and thereafter, in consultation with the
saidd Willlam, provide and direct that the Castle
may be so strengthened and garrisoned that no
damage or danger may In any way occur to it.
And, for arresting malefactors of this kind and
bringing them to justice, do ye comport yourselves
with the vigour I expect of you, that I may
rightly commend in this business your diligence
and fidelity.”’*

1 Rotuli Scotiz, I., 41.
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At the same time John Cumming, Earl of
Buchan and Constable of Scotland, and his brother,
Sir Alexander Cumming, were ordered to join the
Bishop and Sir Gartenet with their men, and to
remain in the North until the disturbances were
quelled.! Obedient to these commands, the Bishop
and the Earl and the two Knights led their united
forces toward Urqubart. On their way they were
met near the Spey by Andrew Moray, at the head
of ‘“a very large body of rogues’’ whom the Eng-
lish wished to fight; but °‘the aforesaid rogues
betook themselves into a very great stronghold of
bog and wood, where no horsemen could be of
service.”’®? When the expedition reached Inverness
the leaders sent for the Countess of Ross, who came
and gave them willing aid in counsel and men; and
from that town they, in July, despatched letters to
the King, reporting their progress and commending
the Countess for her zeal in His Majesty’s cause.’
At the same time Fitzwarine sent his letter of 25th
July, together with a petition for the release of
Christine of the Aird. ‘¢ Be it known, moreover, to
your dread Lordship,”” said he to the King, ‘‘that
a certain noble man, who is called John of the Aird,
has been diligent about our safety and in saving the
lives of our boys, and has one son at Corff, who is
called Christine, who was taken from the retinue of
the Earl of Ross; for whom I supplicate that you
will deign to send him to me, and in my aid to

1 Stevenson, II., 211. 2 Report to Edward.—Ibid.
3 Stevenson, II., 209-211.
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Urquhart; you knowing for certain that by the
contemplation of him I shall have the country
favourable and gracious : and where he is he serves
you to no purpose, and we shall have great favour
by his presence in this country : and, if this does not
please you, retain him in your Court, if you please.’”*

When the Bishop and his companions approached
Urquhart with their large army, the patriots who had
so troubled Fitzwarine prudently betook themselves
to their native fastnesses, and patiently watched the
course of events. They had not long to wait. Sir
William Wallace made his way into the North of
Scotland with a body of tried followers. It is difficult
to trace his footsteps, and what his successes were we
have no means of exactly determining. But we know
that he was at Aberdeen; he 1s said to have reached
Cromarty ; he probably saw Moray’s Castle of Avoch;
and the authoress of “‘ The Scottish Chiefs,’” in repre-
senting him as visiting the Castle of Urquhart, may
in her romance have accurately stated a historical
fact. Be that as it may, before the end of the year
the English were driven out of Urquhart; and the
keeping of the Castle was entrusted to Sir Alexander
de Bois, or Forbes, who faithfully held it in name
of Baliol, to whom the Scots still looked as their
lawful King.  Forbes had an hereditary interest in
the Castle, for he was the great-great-grandson of
Conachar, its ancient lord.

Before the Castle surrendered to the patriots
Fitzwarine was appointed Constable of the Castle

1 Royal Letters, No. 2472, in Record Office, London.
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of Stirling. He subsequently fell into the hands
of the Scots, by whom he was kept in prison.
His wife, Mary of Argyll, enjoyed the special
protection of the English King;' but she was not
satisfied with her own personal freedom. She
visited Edward in England, and interceded so
successfully on behalf of her husband that an arrange-
ment was come to in April, 1299, under which he
was set at liberty by the Scots in exchange for the
liberation of Henry St Clair by the English.? At
the same time several other prisoners, English and
Scots, regained their liberty through the good
offices of Mary of Argyll.® Her husband, however,
did not long survive. He was dead before the end
of the year.*

The war continued for several years, bringing no
great advantage to England, and causing distress and
desolation in Scotland. At last Edward resolved to
make a strenuous effort to bring it to a successful close.
Concluding a treaty of peace with France, he, early
m 1303, entered Scotland with an immense army of
English, Welsh, Irish, and Gascons. Meeting with
little opposition, he marched through the kingdom
until he reached the island-fortress of Lochindorb

1 Stevenson II., 370—footnote.

2 Bain’s Calendar of Documents relating to Scotland, II., 1062-
1104.

3 Stevenson II., 370.

4 Gough’s Documents relating to the Campaign of Edward the
First, p. 249. Fitzwarine appears to have been a younger son of the
powerful family of that name in Shropshire. Mary of Argyll (Maria
de Ergadia) was in all probability a daughter of Ewen de Ergadia.
She was married to (1st) Magnus, King of Man; (2nd) Malise, Earl
of Stratherne; (3rd) Fitzwarine.
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near Forres, burning and laying waste the country.
From Lochindorb he sent forth his forces against
the other strongholds of the North. Those of Elgin,
Forres, Nairn, and Inverness, awed by the near
presence of the Hammer of the Scottish Nation,
opened their gates without resistance. It was other-
wise with the Castle of Urquhart. In Edward’s
letter to the Bishop of Aberdeen he directed him,
as we have seen, to consult with Fitzwarine as to the
best means of increasing the strength of the Castle.
The result of their deliberations appears to have been
the erection of those massive entrance towers whose
ruins still guard the only landward approach.! These
towers, built to check the eager Highlanders, had now
become their defence; and, when Forbes was sum-
moned to surrender, he refused with scorn.. The
English, therefore, settled down on the gentle slope
that connects the Castle Rock with the adjacent
Eagle’s Height, resolved to starve the garrison into
submission. Winter was near, and Edward returned
to the South, and took up his quarters at Dunfermline.

During the siege the English forces lay under the
shadow of the Eagle’s Height, supporting themselves
at the expense of the surrounding country; while
the brave band on the Rock husbanded their scanty
stores to the utmost.  But soon the last morsel was
doled out, and Forbes and his companions resolved
to fight their way through the enemy, or perish in
the attempt. ~ The impatient besiegers see with joy

1See Appendix A for description of the Castle, by
Dr Alexander Ross.
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the drawbridge lowered—but the only person who
crosses 1s an ill-clad female who informs them that
she is a poor woman who happened to be within
the Castle when the siege began, and that her present
condition—for she is about to become a mother
—necessitates her venturing forth. Her story is
believed; the generous soldiers permit her to pass;
and she climbs the brow of the Eagle’s Height, from
which, as from the gallery of a theatre, she may
witness the desperate step about to be taken by her
husband—for she is none other than the wife of Sir
Alexander Forbes, clad in beggar’s garb the more
easily to escape detection.

When the lonely lady had got fairly beyond
danger the drawbridge was again made to span the
moat, and Forbes and his faithful followers dashed
across Into the midst of the astonished English.
They fought with the courage of despair—

“ They fought together as brethren true,
Like hardy men and bolde ;
Many a man to the ground they thrue,
And many a harte made colde.”

But 1t was not possible for them to pierce through
the mass of soldiery, and they were cut down to a
man.

Forbes’ wife escaped to Ireland, where, to quote
Boece, ‘“ She bore hir son Alexander. This Alex-
ander, quhen Scotland wes recoverit out of Inglis-
mennis handis, come to King Robert Bruce and
desirit to be restorit to his faderis heritage, quhilk
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wes occupyit for the time with othir possessoris.
King Robert wes wery quhat was to be done in this
mater ; for he thocht it nocht semand that ane prince
suld tak the landis fra nobill men, quhilkis wer gevin
to thaim in reward of thair manheid; and als it wes
not just to spulye the man of his kindely heritage,
quhilk had his fader, his freindis, and all his guddis
tint in defence of the realme. Thus wes ane midway
devisit be quhilk certane landis in Mar, of litil les
proffet than the landis of Urquhard, were gevin to the
said Alexander Boyis.”’?

This Alexander was a worthy son of his brave
father. He was a zealous supporter of the house of
Bruce, and fell at the battle of Dupplin in 1332.

The Castle having on the death of Forbes been
taken possession of by the invaders, Sir Alexander
Cumming was appointed Constable both of it and of
Tarwedaile, ‘“two of the strongest castles in the
country,’’® and he continued to hold it in Edward’s
interest till the final expulsion of the English by
Robert the Bruce.

During Edward’s triumphant progress through
Scotland John Cumming of Badenoch, Governor of
the Kingdom, kept up a show of resistance; but his
forces were routed near Stirling, and his submission
speedily followed.  Wallace, however, still refused
to yield; but in 1305 he was betrayed by the false

1Bellenden’s Boece (Ed. 1821), vol. II., p. 3877. See also
Holingshed; Buchanan; Abercrombie’s Martial Achievements; and
Aberdeen and Banff Collections (Spalding Club), 609.

2 Letter, Earl of Atholl to Edward I., in Record Office. Tar-
wedaile : probably Tarradale or Redcastle, in Ross-shire.
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Menteith, and conveyed to London, where, after a
sham trial for treason to a King whose sovereignty he
had never owned, he was put to death with a refine-
ment of cruelty that brands the character of Edward
with indelible infamy.

With the view of terrifying the Scots into sub-
mission, Edward had the severed limbs of the patriot
publicly exposed in Berwick, Perth, and Aberdeen.
The effect was not what he had anticipated. The
ghastly spectacle only strengthened the resolution of’
the people, and when, in 1306, Bruce deserted the
English cause and was crowned King of Scots,
desperate and determined men flocked to his standard..
In the North his principal supporter was David,
Bishop of Moray, who went through his diocese
exhorting the people to fight for liberty, and boldly
preaching the doctrine that to resist the English was
as meritorious as to join the Crusaders who made
their way to heaven through the blood of pagans and
Saracens.

Bruce, unfortunate at first, and forced to seek
safety in the Western Isles, at length met with some-
measure of success; and, making his way northward,
he seized the Castle of Inverness, which was negli-
gently guarded on account of its remote situation.
The capture of Urquhart Castle and the other northern
strengths speedily followed; and it is interesting to
note that among the bold barons who helped to

1 Buchanan.
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bring about this result was Simon Fraser, the first of
his name who settled in the district of Loch Ness.

Among the Scots who had espoused the cause of
Edward, and for a time refused to desert him, the
most renowned was Bruce’s nephew, Thomas Ran-
dolph. That young soldier was, however, captured
by Sir James Douglas and persuaded to join his
uncle; and he thereafter served with such valour and
fidelity that in 1313 he was created Earl of Moray,
and received a grant of that province, including
Urquhart and Glenmoriston.  And thus 1t was, as
we have seen, that Bruce was unable to restore the
(Castle lands to young Alexander Forbes on his return
from Ireland. Although the terms of Randolph’s
charter were comprehensive enough to convey the
Castle to him, it was during his lifetime garrisoned
and provisioned by the King; and after his death it
was expressly reserved from the grants of the Earldom
to his successors.

Randolph, having visited his new northern terri-
tory, returned to Bruce with a following of Highland
vassals and retainers,® who soon had an opportunity
of distinguishing themselves on the field of Bannock-
burn, where their young leader -commanded the
centre of the Scottish army. In that army, says
Holingshed, were three thousand fierce and forward
Irish Scots called Katerans or Redshanks—an apt
enough description of the impetuous and kilted
Gaels who followed Randolph in his exploits in
England and the south of Scotland, and to whom

1Burns’ War of Independence, 1I., 290.
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Bruce himself entrusted such desperate work as the
driving of the English from the heights of Biland in
Yorkshire.?

Bruce died in 1329, leaving the crown to his
infant son David, and having appointed Randolph
regent during the boy’s minority.  The wars which
filled the great King’s reign prevented his giving
that attention to the internal affairs of the country
which they required, and at the time of his death
bloodshed and thieving and general lawlessness pre-
vailed. The Regent at once set himself to rectify
the evils. He made a progress through the country,
‘“ dispensing justice even to Inverness,’’? and dis-
charging his duties with a wise severity before which
crime speedily disappeared. = Even the decrees of
the all-powerful Roman Pontiff failed to turn him
aside from strict and impartial justice. A certain
person who slew a priest having fled to Rome,
procured papal absolution, and then returned.
Randolph heard of the man’s arrival as he was
holding a court at Inverness, and caused him to be
brought before him on the charge of murder. The
accused pleaded the Pope’s absolution. ‘‘ The Pope,”’
replied the Regent, ‘‘may absolve you from the
spiritual consequences of the sin, but for the crime
which you have committed against the law of this
land I am your judge’’—and he ordered him off to
instant execution.® The means he adopted to repress
robbery were peculiar. ‘“ Aware,’’ says Tytler, ‘‘ of

1Tytler, I., c. iv. Barbour’s Bruce (Spalding Club), 433.
2 Scotichronicon, Lib. XIII., ¢. xviii. 3Tytler, I., c. v.
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the important influence of the local magistrates and
judges, he made every sheriff responsible for the
thefts committed within his jurisdiction; so that,
according to the simple illustrations of the chronicles
of those times, the traveller might tie his horse to
the inn door, and the ploughman leave his plough-
share and harness in the field, without fear; for, if
carried away, the price of the stolen article came out
of the pocket of the sheriff.’’?

But all too short was the Earl’s career as judge
and administrator.  John Baliol was dead, and his.
son, Edward, resolved to fight for his father’s crown.
Accompanied by a number of English barons
and their retainers, and encouraged by certain dis-
affected Scotsmen, he, in 1332, sailed from the
mouth of the Humber for Scotland. = Randolph put
himself at the head of an army, and prepared to
meet the invaders; but at Musselburgh he was
poisoned by an infamous friar whom his unscrupulous
enemies had hired for the purpose. His estates
and title fell to his eldest son, Thomas—a brave
vouth who was killed a few months later on the
fatal field of Dupplin. Thomas was succeeded by
John, the Regent’s second son, who worthily main-
tained the honour of his name. After the battle
of Dupplin, where the Scots were defeated, Baliol
pressed on to Scone, and was crowned King; but
the great bulk of the nation, inspired by Sir Andrew
Moray,? who had succeeded Randolph as Regent,

1 Tytler, I., c. v.
2Son of the Andrew Moray who was in Urquhart in 1297, and:
who was killed at the Battle of Stirling in that year.
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stood by the son of Bruce, and, before the end of the
year, young John Randolph suddenly swooped down
with a body of horse on Baliol’s camp at Annan, slew
his principal supporters, and chased himself half-
naked over the English Border. _

Edward the Third of England, who had hitherto
contented himself with giving secret encouragement
to Baliol, now resolved to assist him openly. Invad-
ing Scotland with a large army, he was victorious
at the battle of Halidon Hill, in July, 1333. Of the
four divisions into which the Scottish army was on
that day divided, one was led by John Randolph,
assisted by Simon Fraser of Lovat, and another by
the Earl of Ross. Lovat and Ross fell. Randolph
escaped to France, where he remained until the
following year.

The immediate result of the disaster at Halidon
Hill was the almost entire submission of Scotland to
Baliol. Five, however, of the principal fortresses
still refused to open their gates to him; and, as of
old, Urquhart was found among the faithful few.!
That stronghold had been well maintained by Bruce
and the Regent Randolph,® and, at the time at
which we have now arrived, Sir Robert Lauder
of Quarrelwood, son of Lauder of the Bass, was its
Constable. He also held the important office of
Justiciar of the North. He and his northern retainers
were present at Halidon Hill, and hurried home

1 Boece, II., 424; Hailes’ Annals. The other castles were Dum-
barton, Lochleven, Kildrummie, and Lochmaben.

21t was provisioned in 1332 ““ by order of the King.”” (Exchequer
Rolls, I., 418).
3



34 URQUHART AND GLENMORISTON

immediately after the battle, determined to defend
the Castle against the invaders. Next year (1334),
the English forces appeared before it; but the
Constable was prepared for them, and they were
successfully resisted until Sir Andrew Moray, John
Randolph, and the Steward of Scotland arrested
Baliol’s progress, and drove him once more across
the Border.

Edward the Third, chafing under this reverse,
again led an army into Scotland, and penetrated as
far as Inverness.  John Randolph stoutly resisted,
but, in 1335, his army was defeated at Jedburgh, and
he himself taken prisoner and sent to England, where
he was confined, first in the Castle of Bamborough,
afterwards in the Tower of London, and subsequently
in Windsor Castle, until 1341, when he was released
through the mediation of the King of France, and
exchanged for the Earl of Salisbury, who was a
prisoner with the French.! Notwithstanding these
crushing calamities, Lauder continued loyal to King
David, and, although Baliol and the English
devastated the surrounding country with fire and
sword, the Castle does not appear to have fallen into
their hands. Before long Baliol was finally expelled
from Scotland; and, after some years of desultory
warfare, peace was concluded between England and
Scotland.

In Sir Robert Lauder the Church had a warm
friend and a powerful protector; and, in considera-
tion of his many services to her, and of an annual

1 Hailes’ Annals; Tytler, I., ¢. v.
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feu-duty of four merks sterling, he, in 1334, received
a grant from John Pilmore, Bishop of Moray, of ‘‘ the
half davach of our land of Aberbreachy [Abriachan],
lying between the barony of Bonach [Bona] on the
east, on the one side, and the barony of Urchard on
the west, on the other side; with our lands of Auch-
munie, lying between the land of Drumbuy on the
east, on the one side, and the land of Cartaly on
the west, on the other side, within the barony of
Urchard aforesaid.””! These estates of Abriachan
and Achmonie had long been the property of the
Church.

Within the old walls of his Castle Sir Robert
Lauder entertained right royally. Among the guests
who were met together there on 4th July, 1342, were
William, Earl of Ross; Reginald, son of Roderick of
the Isles; the Bishop of Moray; the Bishop of Ross;
Sir James de Kerdale; Sir William de Mowbray; Sir
Thomas de Lichtoun, Canon of Moray; John de
Berclay; Adam de Urquhart; John Yong de Dingwall;
““and many others, clergymen and laymen’’%—a
goodly company truly. These all witnessed a charter
by the Earl to Reginald, of the lands of Kintail, as a
reward for his services. But In those times thea
course of friendship was liable to be interrupted, and
in 1346 the Earl assassinated Reginald within the
Monastery of Elcho.?

1Reg. Morav., 155. 2 Supplement to Acts of Parl. of Scot. 7.
3 Tytler, I., c. v.; Gregory’s Highlands, 27.
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Lauder’s only daughter, Anne, who was married
to a member of the family of Chisholm, in Rox-
burghshire,! had a son who appears to have lived
with his grandfather in Urquhart from his youth,
and who became well known in the North as Sir
Robert Chisholm. In 1345 the young man received
from John Randolph a grant of ‘‘two davachs of
land within our [Randolph’s] barony of Urchard,
videlicit, the one half davach of Innermorchen
[Invermoriston]; the quarter davach of Blare
[Blarie|; and the quarter davach of Lochletare;
the three-quarter davach of Inchebrene, and the
quarter of Dulschangy.”’®? These lands were the first
Highland possessions of the family of Chisholm, and
1t is interesting to note that during the course of
five centuries their names have scarcely undergone a
change.

In 1346, when Edward the Third was busy with
the siege of Calais, King David, who had now
reached manhood, invaded England with a large
army, in which were John Randolph and Sir Robert
Chisholm, and wasted the diocese of Durham; but
the expedition ended disastrously at the battle of
Neville’s Cross, where Randolph, who commanded
the right wing, was slain.  Chisholm was taken
prisoner along with the King, and probably did not
regain his liberty till His Majesty’s release in 1357
—for we do not again meet his name till 1359, when

1By some her husband is called Robert; by others John. The
latter is probably the correct name. His son was called Robert,
after Sir Robert Lauder.

2 Family of Innes (Spalding Club), 59.
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CHAPTER III

1346—1455

The Barony of Urquhart reverts to the Crown.—Is granted
to the Earl of Sutherland.—Acquired by the Earl of
Stratherne.—Sir Robert Chisholm.—His Urquhart Pos-
essions go to the Wolf of Badenoch.—Stratherne lets the
Barony to the Wolf.—The Wolf withholds the Rent.—
A Royal Quarrel.—Appeal to the King.—The Wolf and
the Bishop.—The Burning of Elgin Cathedral.—-Thomas
Chisholm.—The Wolf’s Death.—Scramble for his Posses-
sions. —Urquhart seized by Donald of the Isles.—Charies
Maclean.—Parliament deals with the Castle.—The Red
Harlaw.—The Barony possessed by the Earl of Mar.—-
Claimed by the Duke of Albany.—A Compromise.—The
Castle repaired by the King.—Death of Mar.—The Lord
of the Isles seizes the Barony.—Hector Buie Maclean’s
Exploits.—The Tragedy of Caisteal Spioradan.—Ogilvy
of Balfour holds the Castle for the King.—The Castle
taken by Jobn of the Isles.—No Rent.—Parliament
annexes the Barony and Castle to the Crown.

THE succession to the Earldom of Moray was limited
by Bruce’s charter to Thomas Randolph and the heirs
male of his body. His sons, who both fell in battle,
left no issue, and accordingly the province, including
Urquhart and Glenmoriston, reverted to the Crown
on the death of John Randolph in 1346. The other
Randolph estates went to the Regent’s daughter,
““ Black Agnes,”” famous in Scottish song and story
as the indomitable defender of the Castle of Dunbar
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against the English. Her husband, the Earl of
Dunbar, assumed the title of Earl of Moray, and,
although his right to the Earldom was never formally
acknowledged, he was probably allowed to reap some
of the advantages that flowed from its possession in
the days of the Randolphs.  The Castle and Barony
of Urquhart appear, however, to have been retained
in the King’s hands; and, when the Earldom was
granted by Robert the Second to Agnes’ son, John
Dunbar, they were excepted from the grant.!

King David had no child to succeed him, and his
nephew, Robert, the Steward of Scotland, was heir
to the throne, in terms of a settlement solemnly
ratified by Parliament. But the relations between the
King and the Steward were not of a friendly nature,
and His Majesty entertained thoughts of bestowing
the crown on another nephew—John, son of the Earl
of Sutherland by Margaret, daughter of Robert the
Bruce. The voice of the nation was, however, for
the Steward, and, with the view of strengthening the
Sutherland interest, the King bestowed various estates
on the Earl and his son, among them being the
Barony and Castle of Urquhart, which were conveyed
to them by charter dated the last day of February,

1Reg. Mag. Sig., 119. The original Barony of Urquhart was
erected in the days of the first Randolph, and included Glenmoriston.
It was erected into a Lordship in the 15th century. In 1509 three
new baronies were created, viz., Urquhart, Glenmoriston, and
‘Corrimony. Achmonie was included in the ecclesiastical Barony of
Spynie, erected in 1451, and subsequently in the smaller Barony of
XKinmylies, in the Regality of Spynie.
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1359.*  John’s death, of the plague, in 1361, put
an end to these schemes, and on the Earl’s death
in 1370, the Castle and Barony again became Crown
property.

David, whose reign was not a happy one for
Scotland, died in February, 1370, and the Steward
ascended the throne as Robert the Second. On 19th
June following he granted the Castle and Barony
to his son, David, Earl of Stratherne, and the
heirs of his body, and, failing such heirs, to another
son, Alexander, Earl of Buchan, and the heirs of
his body.? Although the Castle was not expressly
reserved from this grant, Sir Robert Chisholm, who,
as we saw In our last chapter, became Constable
in 1359, continued to hold it for the Crown, and
his annual salary of £40 was paid out of the Royal
Exchequer.?

Chisholm early acquired great influence. He
was proprietor of Invermoriston, Blarie, Lochletter,
Inchbrine, and Dulshangie, in our Parish; he held
Achmonie in feu from the Bishop; and he had exten-
sive estates in Morayshire and the neighbourhood of
Nairn and Inverness. He was Sheriff of Inverness,
and Justiciar of the regality of Moray; and, like his
grandfather, Sir Robert Lauder, he held the still more
important office of Justiciar of the North. Like
Lauder, too, he was liberal to the Church; and

1 See Gordon’s Earldom of Sutherland, 51-53; Additional Case for
Elizabeth claiming the Title and Dignity of Sutherland, p. 11,
where Gordon is corrected on certain points; Robertson’s Index to
* Charters, 49.
2Reg. Mag. Sig., 85.

3 Exchequer Rolls, II., 143, 187.
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he 1t was who first bestowed on 1t the lands of
Direbught, which are now the property of the Kirk
Session of Inverness. ‘‘ Since it 1s known to all that
all flesh returns into dust,”” says he in his deed of
gift, *“ and that there is nothing after death except
Him who 1s the true safety, and who redeemed the
human race on the cross, therefore I make it known
to all by these presents that I have given, granted,
and, by this my present charter, confirmed, for the
salvation of my soul, and of the souls of my suc-
cessors and predecessors, and of all the faithful, six
acres of arable land lying within the territory of the
Old Castle, in the lower plain therecof . . . for
making an increase of divine worship for ever to the
Altar of the Holy Rood of Inverness.”’* But, pious
though he was, he could resist the claims of the
Church when occasion demanded. . Among the gifts
of the early kings to the Priory of Pluscardyn was
the mill of Elgin, to which certain lands were
‘“thirled,’’ or attached, to the effect that the owners
of the mill could insist on grinding the corn grown
on them, and exacting the ‘‘ multures,”” or miller’s
portions of meal and flour, which were then a source
of considerable revenue. Sir Robert’s Morayshire
estate of Quarrelwood was thirled to the mill of Elgin.
When the mill was acquired by the Priory, that

1 Invernessiana, 62. One of the witnesses to {his deed, which is
dated 1362, and is prescrved in the archives of the Burgh of Inverness,
is Weland Shislach—perhaps the first appearance in the Chisholm
family of the Christian name Wiland, or Valentine, or, in Gaelic,
Ualain, which subsequently became so common in Strathglass,
Shislach (Siosalach, or Siosal) is still the Gaclic name of Chisholm.
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property was to a large extent, if not wholly, in a
state of nature. But it was subsequently brought
under cultivation, and thereupon the Prior demanded
the multures. For a time Sir Robert appears to
have paid them, but he ultimately refused, on the
ground that when the gift was made no grain grew
on the estate, and that the thirlage could not
comprehend land subsequently brought under culti-
vation. The Prior, determined to enjoy the disputed
multures without coming into unpleasant personal
contact with the Knight of Quarrelwood, let them
on lease to a certain husbandman of Findrossie; but
when the man attempted to collect them he was
seized by Sir Robert and cast into a private prison.
The matter was now brought into the civil courts,
and Sir Archibald Douglas and John de Hay, Shenff
of Inverness, decided it in Chisholm’s favour. But
the Bishop of Moray, who took up the cause of the
Prior, addressed a petition to Sir Archibald, craving
a recall of the judgment, arguing that the case did
not come within the jurisdiction of the civil magis-
trates, but fell to be decided in the ecclesiastical
courts, and concluding with a threat to excommuni-
cate the civil judges if they attempted anything
further by which the Prior might be wronged, or
the jurisdiction of the Church encroached on.! The
threat of excommunication had the desired effect.
At a court held by the Bishop, in January, 1370,
the Prior’s pleas were sustained, and Sir Robert
bound himself to pay the dues for the future.?

1 Reg. Morav., 168.
2 Macphail’s Religious House of Pluscardyn, 78.
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Sir Robert’s daughter, Joneta, or Janet, became
the wife of Hugh Rose of Kilravock. Their contract
of marriage, which was executed on Thursday, 2nd
January, 1364, within the church of Auldearn and
in the presence of the Bishops of Moray and Ross,
and William, Earl of Ross and Lord of Skye, i1s
an interesting document. Kilravock, in the usual
mlanner, binds himself to solemnise the marriage in
face of Holy Church. Sir Robert, on the other
hand, undertakes to make over to him and the issue
of the marriage, the lands of Cantrabundie, with
their pertinents, within Strathnairn; and among the
other clauses of the deed is one providing ‘* that
from the day of the celebration of the marriage the
said Sir Robert shall keep and maintain his - said
daughter for three whole years in meat and drink;
but the said Hugh shall find and keep her in all
necessary garments and ornaments’’—a strange
compact, when we consider the high degree of the
parties to it.!  The marriage of the young people
duly followed, and their descendants still enjoy the
ancient Barony of Kilravock.  Of Sir Robert’s sons
one, Alexander, married Margaret of the Aird, heiress
of Erchless, and became the founder of the family of
Strathglass.

As the Constable advanced in years he relin-
quished his possessions in Urquhart. The lands
of Invermoriston, Blarie, Inchbrine, Lochletter, and
Dulshangie, which he acquired from John Randolph,
were resigned into the hands of the King, who

18See the Contract, in Family of Kilravock (Spalding Club), 36.
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granted them, about the year 1384, to his son,
Alexander, Earl of Buchan, for an annual duty
of one silver penny, payable within the Castle
of Urqubart.! And in 1386 he surrendered the
lands of Abriachan, Achmonie, and Kilmichael, which
he held of the Church, to Bishop Bur,? by whom
they were in the same year granted to Buchan for
a yearly feu-duty of four merks sterling.® Sir Robert,
having thus given up all his lands in the Parish,
resigned the post of Keeper of the Castle before 1390,
when we find his grandson, Thomas Chisholm, son
of Alexander Chisholm and Margaret of the Aird,
holding the office, with a salary paid out of the Royal
Exchequer.* The old Constable soon afterwards
died, leaving behind him a reputation for honesty of
purpose and uprightness in judgment second only to
that of the great Randolph.

The Earl of Buchan, who was now owner of
Chisholm’s lands in the Parish, obtained from his
brother, the Earl of Stratherne, a lease of the
remainder of the Barony. But he would neither
pay the stipulated rent nor surrender the lease; and
in April, 1385, Stratherne appeared before the King
in Council and complained that Buchan retained
violent possession of the Barony. The King advised
the brothers to agree, and the matter was remitted
to His Majesty’s other children for amicable settle-

1Reg. Mag. Sig., 176.
2 Antiquities of Aberdeen (Spalding Club), TV., 376.
3 Reg. Morav., 196. 4 Iixchequer Rolls, III., 274.
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ment.! Buchan, however, continued in possession;
and, as he had by this time entered on a career of
lawlessness which won for him the name of the
Wolf of Badenoch, the probability 1s that he also
continued to withhold the rents.

With the view of increasing his territorial
influence in the Highlands, the Wolf married the
widowed Kufamia, Countess of Ross; but her
place in his heart and household was usurped by
one Mariota, daughter of Athyn, and his cruelty .
to the injured wife drove her from under his
roof. For redress she appealed to the Bishops of
Moray and Ross, who, after hearing the statements
of both parties, gave judgment on 2nd November,
1389, within the church of the Preaching Friars in
Inverness, restoring her to her rights and status.
Her husband was ordained to send away Mariota,
and to adhere to his lawful wife, and treat her
honourably and with matrimonial affection, at bed
and board, and in food and raiment, and all other
things to which her high station entitled her, and to
find sureties that she should be properly treated,
‘“ without the fear of death, and that he should not
in any way surround her with his followers, slaves,
nobles, and others, contrary to common law.”’
Buchan, who was present, formally acquiesced in
the decision, and gave as his sureties the Barl
of Sutherland, Alexander Moray of Culbin, and
Thomas Chisholm, Constable of Urquhart Castle;
and these ‘‘great and notable persons,”” being also

1 Acts of Parl.. I., 189.
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mm attendance, undertook to pay to the Bishops a
penalty of £200 as often as he contravened the
terms of the judgment.

But his acquiescence was a mere pretence, and
neither the Bishops’ decree nor the risk of pecuniary
loss to his friends gave him any concern. He not
only failed to dismiss Mariota and act honourably
towards his wife, but, conceiving a spirit of revenge
against the Bishop of Moray, who had especially
befriended her, he laid violent hands on the posses-
sions of the Church within the province. The Bishop
retaliated by pronouncing against him the dread
sentence of excommunication. That step only added
fuel to the flame of his fury, and, in May, 1390—
the very month in which his royal father died—he
suddenly swooped down on Forres with his retainers,
and laid the town and its ecclesiastical buildings in
ashes. Still continuing his sacrilegious progress, he
in the following month set fire to ‘‘ the whole town
of Elgin, and the church of St Giles therein, and
the House of God, near Elgin, eighteen noble and
ornate mansions belonging to the canons and chap-
lains, and’’—sadly adds the chronicler of the event
—“ what must be more bitterly deplored, the noble
and beautiful Cathedral of Moray, the mirror of our
country, and the honour of our kingdom, with all
the books, charters, and other valuable things of
the country, therein kept for security.’’? These
enormities were greater than even Alasdair Mor

1Reg. Morav., 353. 2Reg. Morav., 381.
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Mac an Righ,' as his Highlanders delighted to call
him, could perpetrate with impunity. The vigorous
prosecution of the Church, and the temporal
inconveniences that followed the sentence of excom-
munication, soon brought him to his knees; and,
within the church of the Black Friars in Perth, and
in presence of his brother, Robert the Third, and
many of the nobility, he did abject penance, and
bound himself to make what reparation he could to.
the Bishop and Sec of Moray. He was thereafter
absolved by the Bishop of St Andrews, and lived a
better and more peaceful life till his death, in July,
1394. He left no lawful issue, and was pre-deceased
by his brother, the Earl of Stratherne, whose only
child was a daughter.  During his retention of the
Barony of Urquhart his friend Thomas Chisholm held
the Castle for the Crown, and for the °‘keeping
and munition’> of it was paid out of the King’s
Exchequer at the rate of £14 Scots a month.?
Thomas succeeded to his mother’s possessions in the
Aird and Strathglass, which, on his death without
issue, fell to his brother Alexander.

The death of the Wolf of Badenoch was the
signal for a great scramble for his extensive pos-
sessions.  His natural sons, Alexander and Duncan,
seized some of them, and for a time kept both
Highlands and Lowlands in terror; while the
Earldom of Ross, which he had enjoyed in right

1 Great Alexander, Son of the King.

2The following payments to him appear in the Exchequer Rolls :
—£56 and £42 in the account for 1390-1, £26 13s 4d in the account
for 1391-2, and £33 G6s 8d in the account for 1394-5.
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of his wife, and the limits of which had by this time
been extended so as to embrace Urquhart and Glen-
moriston, was claimed by Donald, Lord of the Isles,
as in right of his wife, Margaret Leslie,® daughter of
the late Countess, by her first husband, Walter Leslie.
Donald’s claim was resisted by the grasping and
unscrupulous Duke of Albany, Regent of Scotland,
who obtained a title to it in favour of his own son,
John Stewart, Earl of Buchan.? The Island Chief
was not in the humour to argue, and he promptly
appealed to the sword, with the result that before
the September following the Wolf’s death Urquhart
and the Valley of the Ness were in the hands of
his brother, Alexander of Keppoch, the renowned
Alasdair Carrach of Gaelic legend and song.  This
vigorous action alarmed the Earl of Moray, who
prudently bowed to the might of Keppoch, and,
by formal treaty, entered into on 256th September,
placed the lands and possessions of the Regality of
Moray, and the church lands within the province,
under his protection for a period of seven years.?
Keppoch, true to his character as described by his
Gaelic name—Alexander the Crafty—soon construed
this protectorate into a right of ownership, and pro-
ceeded to gift the church lands of Kinmylies to

1Called Mary by Gregory, but Margaret in Family of Leslie,
I., 75.

2 Eufamia, the Wolf’s Countess, was succeeded by Alexander, her
son by her first husband. Alexander married Isabel Stewart,
daughter of the Regent, and had by her a daughter, Euphemia. On
his death the child was induced by her grandfather, the Regent, to
resign her rights in favour of her uncle, the Earl of Buchan. She
subsequently took the veil.

3 Reg. Morav., 354.
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certain of his supporters;' while to his faithful fol-
lower from the West, Charles Maclean, a son of
Hector of Lochbuy, he gave the keeping of the
Castle of Urquhart and the possession of certain
lands in our Parish,? including probably the estate of
Achmonie, which had reverted to the Bishop on
the Wolf’s death and was now embraced by his
protectorate.  These were serious transactions for
the Crown; and in 1398 Parliament made a feeble
attempt to put matters right by passing an Act placing
the Castle in the hands of the King, *‘ who shall entrust
the keeping of it to worthy captains until the
Kingdom be pacified, when it shall be restored to its
owners.”’3 To place this enactment on the statute-
book was easy enough; to carry its provisions into
immediate effect was more than the Crown was able
to do; and Charles continued master of the fortress
until the career of the Lord of the Isles was checked
on the field of Harlaw. By his marriage with a
daughter of Cumming of Dulshangie,* he acquired
influence among her people, and it was doubtless
under his leadership that a number of the men of
Urquhart and Glenmoriston entered on an expedition
to the West Coast in support of Donald of the Isles
in his war with his brother, John Mor of Islay. On
the approach of Donald’s forces John fled to Galloway,
whither he was followed; but no serious fighting took

1Reg. Morav., 211.
2Invernessiana, 97-100; Seanachie’s Account of Clan Maclean, 243.
3 Acts of Parl., I., 571.
4 Seanachie’s Account of Clan Maclean, 244.
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place, and peace was soon restored between the
brothers.*

The Regent Albany still pressed his claim to the
Earldom of Ross, and, in 1411, the exasperated Lord
of the TIsles resolved to put an end to his pretensions,
and to bring the whole of Scotland under his own
sway. Gathering an army of ten thousand men at
Inverness—in the ranks of which were Alasdair
Carrach and Maclean of Lochbuy, and, it may be
assumed, his son Charles, with the men of Urquhart
—he led it toward the Lowlands, bent on placing
the crown of the Stewarts on his own head.
But at Harlaw, in the Highlands of Aberdeenshire,
he was met by a resolute host under the command
of the Wolf of Badenoch’s son Alexander, who, by
forcibly marrying the widowed Countess of Mar and
obtaining a grant of her title and estates, had now
become a powerful noble. The leaders of the oppos-
ing forces were relations by blood and marriage but
deadly enemies by circumstances, and their meeting
on the Red Harlaw was one of the bloodiest events
in Scottish history. The fierce stubbornness of the
contending hosts resulted in a drawn battle; but,
as sometimes happened on similar occasions in
after years, the Highlanders of the West were
discouraged by their failure to carry all before
them, and Donald returned to the Isles, leaving the
disputed territories open to his opponents. Mar
seized Urquhart and Glenmoriston, and refused to

1 Collectanea de Rebus Albanicis, 303; The Macdonells of
Antrim.
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give them up to his uncle Albany, who still per-
sisted in his claim. The dispute continued during
the Regent’s lifetime; but after his death his son
Murdoch entered into an indenture with Mar, giving
that nobleman the ‘¢ profitis,”” or revenues, of the
lands, ‘¢ till the tyme that thay may be sett to profitt,”’
and binding him to let them to the best advantage
with all speed, and without fraud or guile; after
which Duke Murdoch was to have one-half of the
rents, while Mar was to get the other half during
his lifetime.! About the same time Donald of the
Isles died, leaving his possessions and his claims to
his son Alexander.?

How far Mar respected the terms of the treaty
is uncertain, but if Albany ever enjoyed his share of
the rents—and 1t 1s not probable that he did—it must
have been for a very short period. In 1424 James
the First returned from his long captivity in England,
and immediately set himself to curb the power of his
turbulent nobles. Among the first he took in hand
were Duke Murdoch and his two sons, who were all
arrested at Perth, and, in May, 1425, put on trial
before a jury on which sat the interested Earl of Mar.
What the charge against them was does not appear
quite clear; but ‘‘ guilty’’ was the verdict, and father
and sons were executed on the Heading Hill of
Stirling.’

1See the Indenture, dated 16th Nov., 1420, in Antiquities of
Aberdeen and Banff (Spalding Club), IV., 181.

2 Gregory’s Western Highlands, 33.
3 Tytler, II., c. ii.; Burton, II., 402.
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Turning his attention to the North, the King next
convoked a Parliament at Inverness, to which he
summoned Alexander, Lord of the Isles, and some
fifty other Highland chiefs and leaders. They obeyed
the call without hesitation or suspicion; but as soon
as they were within the building in which the assembly
sat, they were seized and manacled and thrown into
dungeons, while James watched the proceedings and
exhibited signs of intense joy at the success of his
unkingly trick. Some were at once handed over to
the executioner. Others were kept in prison.
Alexander, on making due submission, was set at
liberty. But the King’s perfidy rankled in his breast,
and, setting at nought the promise extorted from
him in his captivity, he ravaged the Crown lands
about Inverness, and gave the town itself to the
flames. James in person led a large army against
him, and he surrendered and was imprisoned 1in
Tantallon Castle.  But his cause was taken up by
Donald Balloch and Alasdair Carrach, who encoun-
tered at Inverlochy the royal forces under the Earls
of Mar and Caithness, and defeated them with great
slaughter.  Caithness died on the field. Mar,
severely wounded, wandered among the mountains
for a time, and was saved from starvation by a herd-
woman who gave him barley-meal and water mixed
in his shoe. His hunger having thus been appeased,
the Earl turned bard and gave expression to his
gratitude in poetic Gaelic :—

“Ts math an cocair an t-acras,
’S mairg a ni tarcuis air biadh—
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Fuarag eorn’ a siil mo bhroige,
Biadh a b’ fhearr a fhuair mi riamh.”” 1

During these troubles the state of our Parish
must have been miserable indeed. Mar doubtless
claimed the service of the tenantry in the King’s
cause; while the sympathies of the Macleans, and
probably of the majority of the people, were with
the Lord of the Isles. What actual support was
given to either side it is impossible to say; but the
Castle appears to have been held for the King, by
whom 1t was repaired in the year 1428-9 at a cost
of 40s.?

The Earl of Mar died in July, 1435, greatly
lamented throughout Scotland; and Urquhart and
Glenmoriston again reverted to the Crown. But
the King’s assassination a few months later enabled
Alexander of the Isles, who had already succeeded
to the Earldom of Ross,® to take possession of them
without opposition, and to place them under the
charge of old Charles Maclean’s son, Hector Buie,
as his own seneschal or chamberlain.* Hector, who

1 Transactions of Iona Club. The lines are thus translated in
Sheriff Nicolson’s Gaelic Proverbs :—

“ Hunger is a cook right good,
Woe to him who sneers at food—
Barley crowdie in my shoe,
The sweetest food I ever knew.”
The lines have also been attributed to Robert the Bruce. (Lord
Archibald Campbell’s Waifs and Strays of Celtic Tradition, I., 77).

2 Exchequer Rolls, IV., 498.

3 Alexander succeeded to the Earldom on the death of his mother
on whom it was conferred by James I. after the death of John, Earl
of Buchan, in 1424.

4 Family of Kilravock, 131.
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had thus become all-powerful in the Parish, was
ready to protect his people’s property when occasion
demanded. In his time, and for centuries thereafter,
the large herds reared on the pasture lands of Urquhart
and Glenmoriston were an irresistible temptation to
the cattle-lifting hordes of Lochaber and the West,
who deemed it fair sport to periodically *‘ spuilzie”’
the Parish. Hector resolved to retaliate. Leading
a band of Urquhart men into Lochiel’s country
during the chief’s absence in Ireland, he slew and
plundered without mercy. ‘‘ Recalled by the groans
of the people,”’ Lochiel hastened home; and Mac-
lean, wishing to avoid a pitched battle, retired
along the Great Glen, taking with him Somhairle
Cameron of Glen-Nevis and many other captives.
Proceeding, probably, along the southern shore of
Loch Ness, he shut himself up within the old Castle
of Bona which stood at the east end of the Loch,
and the ruins of which were almost entirely removed
during the construction of the Caledonian Canal;
and there he awaited Lochiel, who was in hot pur-
suit with the Western clans.  When the Camerons
approached Hector welcomed them with a threat to
kill the captives.  But by this time two of his own
sons and certain of his followers had fallen into
Lochiel’s hands, and that chief, anxious to save the
lives of his kindred, offered to exchange prisoners.
Maclean declined the offer and carried his threat
mto execution—whereupon his sons and the other
Urquhart men were hanged before his eyes by the
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exasperated Camerons.®  These atrocities gave rise
to the belief that the restless spirits of the victims
haunted the old fortress, which has ever since borne
the name of Caisteal Spioradan.

Hector is said to have been killed at Bona, but
whether at this time or on a subsequent occasion is
not clear. He held the lands of Urquhart for behoof
of the Lord of the Isles, but he does not appear ever to
have got possession of the Castle. On the contrary,
after the Red Harlaw ‘‘ worthy captains’’ continued
to hold 1t for the King in terms of the Act of 1398;
and it was garrisoned and kept in repair at the
expense of the Crown. The money expended on 1t
in 1428-9 has already been referred to. In 1448,
and probably for some time previously, Thomas
Ogilvy of Balfour was captain of it, as well as of the
Castle of Inverness; and he continued in that office
until expelled by John of the Isles in 14562.2 With
both fortresses in his care, he sometimes had to
appoint deputies. An account rendered in Exchequer
by Andrew Rede, collector (custumarius) of the
great custom of the burgh of Inverness, shows that
that official kept Urquhart Castle for a time, between
4th July, 1447, and 12th September, 1448, during
which he disbursed £21 12s 4d as the expenses of
himself and of divers others who were with him in
the Castle for forty days and more, keeping the
same, including the cost of new buildings and of

1 Memoirs of Lochiel.
2 Exchequer Rolls, V., 380, 405, 421, 441.
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repairing the old buildings of the Castles of Inver-
ness and Urquhart, ‘‘ before the arrival of the King
at Inverness.””? For his services Ogilvy was paid
by the Crown. Between September, 1448, and
July, 1460, he received the sums of £36 5s 9d and
£7 12s; and the further sums of £31 18s 7d and
£40 12s between the latter month and July, 1451.%
Between September, 1448, and July, 1460, William,
Thane of Cawdor, supplied him with corn for his
garrisons.’

Alexander, Lord of the Isles and Earl of Ross,
died in 1449, leaving Urquhart and Glenmoriston
and his other extensive possessions to his son John,
a high-spirited lad of fifteen. The King—James the
Second—had the right as his feudal overlord of
choosing a wife for the young Earl, and he selected
a daughter of Sir James Livingston, younger of
Callander, promising a suitable fortune with her.
The marriage took place; but the disgrace and
attainder of Livingston soon followed, and the
King failed to pay the tocher. John thereupon
proceeded to recover it in his own way—he seized
the Castles of Inverness and Urquhart, penetrated
into Badenoch, and gave the old stronghold of
Ruthven to the flames. By this time Livingston
had made his peace with the King; but on hearing
of these events he escaped from Holyrood to the
Highlands, and joined his son-in-law, who appointed
him Constable of Urquhart Castle. The King,

1 Exchequer Rolls, V., 313. 2 Exchequer Rolls.
3Thanes of Cawdor (Spalding Club), 15.
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conscious of his own fault, and having his hands
pretty full in connection with the Douglas rebellion
which then raged in the South, quietly condoned
these high-handed proceedings. Not only was
Livingston allowed to keep the Castle, but his
remuneration was paid out of the Royal exchequer;
and when, in 1454, he resigned his charge, he was
re-appointed Great Chamberlain, an office which he
had held at the time of his forfeiture.! The young
Earl, too, continued in possession of the Lordship of
Urqubart, including Glenmoriston; and in an
account rendered by Sir Alexander Young, King’s
Chamberlain benorth the Dee, on 15th July, 1464,
and covering the period from 6th August, 14563, to
that date, it 1s explained that, although the Lord-
ship i1s the property of the King, the rents, which
are of the value of £100 per annum, have not been
collected, because the lands are in the hands of the
Earl. From the same account we learn that the
King was to be consulted with reference to the
course to be taken in regard to these lands, and a
similar entry occurs in the account ending 31st July,
1456.2  The question was difficult to solve, but an
attempt was made, and in August, 14565, an Act of
Parliament was passed, by which ‘¢ forsamekill as
the poverte of the Crowne is oftymis the caus of the
poverte of the Realme and mony other inconvenients
the quhilk war lang to expreyme,’’ certain ‘‘lord-
schippis and castillys,”’ including the houses of
1 Exchequer Rolls, V., xcii., and VI., cliii.; Tytler, II., c. iii.;

Gregory, 43.
2 Exchequer Rolls, V., 655, and VI., 68.
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CHAPTER 1V

1455—1509

The Lordship of Urquhart granted to the Lord of the Isles for
Life.—He and his Highlanders in England.—His Rebel-
lion and Attainder.—The Earl of Huntly ia charge of the
Lordship and Castle.—The Macleans claim Urquhart.—
Their Position and Power.—A Thirty Years’ War.—The
Lordship let to the Baron of Kilravock.—Opposition to
him.—Arbitration.—Bonds  of  Friendship.—Strange
League against the Baron.—He throws up his Lease.—
The Parish Waste.—Sir Duncan Grant to the Rescue.—
His connection with the District.—The Conflict of Foyers.
—The Red Bard in Urquhart.—Struggle for the Lord-
ship.—Lease to the Bard.—The Bard King’s Chamber-
lain.—He trades with the King.—The Lordship granted
to Himself and his Sons absolutely.—The reasons for the
Grants.

THE object of Parliament in placing on the statute-
book the Act which closes our last chapter was to
annex inalienably to the Crown the Castle and
Lordship of Urquhart and the other royal properties
with which 1t dealt.  But John, Lord of the Isles
and Earl of Ross, was not the man to relinquish his
possession of Urquhart in obedience to mere parha-
mentary enactments, and his great power rendered
it inexpedient for the Crown to resort to stronger
measures. It therefore made a virtue of necessity;
and almost before the ink was dry on the statute-
book the Act was disregarded, and the Castle and
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Lordship were formally granted to him for his life
at the old rent of £100 per annum.! He was
pleased and gratified with this show of royal favour,
and for a time the rent was regularly paid.? More-
over, his loyalty equalled his gratitude; and when in
1460 James the Second entered on his war with
England, he joined the royal army at Roxburgh
““ with a great company all armed in the Highland
fashion, with habergeons, bows, and axes, and
promised to the King, if he pleased to pass any
further in the bounds of England, that he and his
company should pass a large mile afore the rest of
the host, and take upon them the first press and
dint of the battle.”’?

His Majesty, we are told, rejoiced much that the
Earl ‘“ was so ready to hazard himself and friends
for defence of the King, and honour of the Common-
wealth;* but although he and his followers did
good service in the congenial work of harrying the
North of England, the King’s death, on 3rd August,
through the bursting of a cannon, put a stop to the
invasion, and he had no opportunity of proving his
own zeal and the bravery of his Celts. The King’s
untimely death also cooled the Earl’s attachment to
the Royal line, and roused fresh ambitions within his
own restless bosom. For a time he kept his plans to
himself and was outwardly loyal to the infant King,

1 Thanes of Cawdor, 25.

21Ibid, 25, 27, 29; Exchequer Rolls.

3Lindsay of Pitscottie, 2nd Ed., 119, where the Earl is errone-
ously called “ Donald.”

4 1bid.
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James the Third. With other Highland chiefs
he attended a Parliament in Edinburgh early in
1461; but before the close of the year he was
in treasonable correspondence with Edward the
Fourth of England and the banished Earl of
Douglas, which culminated in one of the most
remarkable treaties to which an English sovereign
has ever been a party. ‘‘The basis of it,”” says
Gregory,! ‘‘ was nothing less than the contemplated
conquest of Scotland by the vassals of Ross and the
auxiliaries to be furnished by Edward, with such
assistance as the Earl of Douglas might be able to
give. The Earl of Ross, Donald Balloch, and John,
the son and heir of Donald, agreed, upon the pay-
ment to each of a stipulated sum of money, to
become for ever the sworn vassals of England, along
with all their retainers, and to assist Edward in his
wars 1n Ireland, as well as elsewhere. In the event
of the entire subjugation of Scotland by the Earls
of Ross and Douglas, the whole of the kingdom to
the north of the Forth was to be divided equally
between the two Earls and Donald Balloch; whilst
Douglas was to be restored to the possession of
those estates between the Forth and the Borders of
England from which he was now excluded; and,
upon such partition and restoration being carried
into effect, the salaries payable to Ross and his
associates, as the wages of their defection, were to
cease. The stipulated salaries were :—To the Earl,
£200 sterling annually in time of war, and 100

1 Western Highlands and Isles, 47.
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merks in time of peace; to Donald Balloch, £40,
and to John, his son, £20, in time of war; and in
time of peace half these sums respectively.”’

This treaty was concluded on 13th February,
1462; but the impatient Earl had already assumed
the style of a sovereign,! and renounced his allegiance
to the young King.  From Inverness he issued pro-
clamations in true royal fashion; and his army,
under the command of his illegitimate son, Angus,
and the veteran Donald Balloch, speedily brought
the North to his feet. But his reign was short.
His followers after a time disappeared like the mists
of their own mountains; and in the end he was glad
to come to terms with the King.  His life and his
property were spared, and for years all went well.?
But in 1474 his treaty with Edward became known,
and its astounding nature roused the Government to
action. At his Castle of Dingwall he was summoned
to appear before Parliament. He did not obey, and
in his absence he was pronounced a traitor, and his
estates forfeited. To carry the sentence into effect
a large armament, consisting of a fleet and land forces,
prepared to move northward. But before it started
the Earl entered into negotiations with the King,
which resulted in the restoration of peace. An

1The Earl acted as an independent prince as early as October,
1461, when, by the advice of his principal vassals and kinsmen, in
council assembled at bis castle of Ardtornish, he formally appointed
his trusty and well-belovel cousins, Ranald of the Isles, and Duncan,
Archdean of the Isles, his ambassadors to negotiate the treaty with
Edward IV.—(Gregory, 47.)

2 Gregory, 48, 49; Burton, III., 14.
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arrangement which partook almost of the nature of
a compromise between independent Powers was
entered into. John was created a Lord of Parlia-
ment, with the title of Lord of the Isles, and he
retained the greater portion of his vast possessions;
but the Earldom of Ross was taken from him and
vested in the Crown, and the Castle and Lordship of
Urquhart were retained by the King and placed
under the control of George, Earl of Huntly, His
Majesty’s Chamberlain in the North.?

Thus terminated, in the year 1476, that posses-
sion of our Parish which, with various interruptions,
the great Island Chiefs had enjoyed by themselves
or their vassals since the death of the Wolf of
Badenoch in 1394. Their tenancy was not a profit-
able one to the Crown. The Exchequer Accounts
show that the stipulated rent of £100 a year was
seldom paid. In noting the non-payment in 1473,
Alexander Fleming, the King’s Chamberlain, remarks
that His Majesty must be consulted regarding the
matter.? The consultation, if it took place, was of
no avail; and for the remaining years of the Earl’s
possession he insisted on withholding the rent as his
reward for keeping the Castle.?

Neither did the Islesmen’s rule conduce to the
prosperity of the people. Their wars and feuds
were a constant drain on the manhood of the Parish,
and the country was frequently left a prey to the

1 Gregory, 49, 50; Burton, III., 14, 15; Exchequer Rolls, VIII.
See. Acts of Parl. of Scot. II., for official documents relating to John’s
resignation of the Earldom.

2 Exchequer Rolls, VIII. 3 Ibid.
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fierce and needy neighbours by whom it was sur-
rounded. Even the severing of the Island connection
failed for a time to improve matters. The Macleans,
who were chamberlains for the Earls, and kept the
Castle for them after Livingston’s resignation in 1554,
acquired a power and influence which it was hard to
surrender. Within the old fortress they sometimes
entertained their princely patrons and other chiefs.!
At other times they led the flower of the men of
Urquhart on the distant expeditions of their Lords,
or in some feud on their own account against a
neighbouring clan. Charles Maclean, the first of the
race, added to his influence by attaching himself and
his posterity to the Clan Chattan.? The alliance was
cemented by the marriage of his son, Hector Buie,
to Margaret, daughter of Malcolm Mackintosh, captain
of that clan.® Hector was survived by at least three
sons—Ewen, who succeeded him in Urquhart ; Charles
Auchinson (that 1s, son of Eachann, or Hector), who,
in 1492, appears as a witness to a bond of friendship
between Sir Alexander Dunbar of Westfield, Sir James
Dunbar of Cumnock, and Farquhar Mackintosh;* and

1Earl John was there in November, 1466, when he granted a
charter of the lands of Keppoch to Hector Maclean’s father-in-law,
Malcolm Beg Mackintosh. The traditions of Glenmoriston still speak
of the Island chiefs’ progresses through that Glen on their way to
the Castle, and of their custom of exchanging shirts with the head
of the Glenmoriston Macdonalds (Mac Iain Ruaidh) as a pledge of
mutual friendship and fidelity. Mac Iain Ruaidh was known as the
Lord of the Isles’ *“ Leine-chrios ”’—literally “ waist-shirt *’— signify-
ing counsellor or confidential adviser.

2 Invernessiana, 100; Mackintosh Shaw’s History of Clan Chattan,
151. 3 Mackintosh Shaw, 153.

4 Collectanea de Rebus Albanicis, 83.
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Farquhar Auchinson, who witnesses the same deed,
and was the first of the family who possessed Doch-
garroch.!

Whatever rights Ewen had in Urquhart came to
an end with the close of its connection with the
Isles. From the Earl of Huntly he had no favour
to expect; and, setting up a claim of duchas, or
unwritten title, to the lands of Urquhart, he resolved
to hold them by the sword. Supported by the
heroic Clan ’Ic Uian in Glen-Urquhart, and by the
Macdonalds of Glenmoriston, he bade defiance to the
King’s Chamberlain, and entered on a struggle that
lasted for upwards of thirty years. Huntly was
required to provide the Crown with the old rent of
£100, but questions of management were left to
himself, and he leased the entire Lordship to Hugh
Rose, Baron of Kilravock. Ewen Maclean opposed
Kilravock’s entry, and his cause was espoused by
his uncle and adopted chief, Duncan Mackintosh,
Captain of Clan Chattan, and the latter’s brothers,
Allan and Lachlan. But Kilravock’s wife was a
sister of Mackintosh, and, probably through her
influence, he and they agreed to settle by arbi-
tration all disputes between them, and especially all
questions regarding Urquhart. The arbitrators were
Alexander Gordon of Megmar (son of Huntly), Sir

1Invernessiana, 101. Hector probably gave his name to Gortan
Eachainn at Balmacaan. Balmacaan itself is written Ballymakauchane
—Baile-Mac-Eachainn, the Town of the Son of Hector—in the charter
of 1509 to John the Bard; but the name is Baile-Mac-Cathain—Mac-
Cathan’s Township or Stead.
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Duncan Grant of Freuchie (Laird of Grant), Sir
James Ogilvy of Deskford, John Grant (son and
heir apparent of the said Sir Duncan), Alexander
Mackintosh of Rothiemurchus, and David Ogilvy of
Thomade. They met before the Earl of Huntly on
26th March, 1479, and, after solemn deliberation,
pronounced their award—*‘‘ All which being heard,
understood, and considered by the said Earl,”’ records
the officiating notary, ‘‘he with the advice of the
said arbitrators, and with the consent and assent
of the said Duncan Mackintosh, and Allan and
Lachlan, his brothers-german, let the foresaid lands
of Urquhart and Glenmoriston, with all their privi-
leges and just pertinents, to the said Hugh Rose of
Kilravock, and willed that he should intromit with
the same 1 the manner and form previously agreed
on between the said Earl and Hugh, and that as 1s
contained in the foresaid lease to the said Hugh.”’!
Ewen Maclean, who was not a party to the arbi-
tration, refused to be bound by the decision; and, i
consequence of the trouble which he gave, Kilravock
procured, in 1481, two bonds of friendship from the
Mackintoshes. The Chief, by deed dated 25th July,
binds and obliges himself and his sons, brothers,
and brothers’ children, and his kin, friends, and
adherents, ** gif owcht be brokin’’ of the previous
agreement, to rectify the same, as Huntly and the
said arbitrators may advise;? and on the 23rd of
September Lis son Farquhar undertakes, in usual
bond of friendship stvle, to help, maintain, and

1 Family of Kilravock, 139. 2 Ibid, 143.
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defend the Baron and his kin in all their actions,
causes, and quarrels. And then follows this clause
in reference to Maclean :—‘“ And if Ewyne Mak-
achtane [Ewen, son of Hector] will come before
Mackintosh—my father—and me, and bind himself
to submit to Mackintosh and eight persons chosen
by them with him, in all matters debateable between
the foresaid Baron and Ewyne, the foresaid Mackin-
tosh and the eight persons being sworn to give each
of them as far as they have right or law, it will
satisfy me; but, if the said Ewyne will not, I, the
foresaid Farquhar, bind and oblige myself, as 1s
before written, to take a onefold part with the said
Baron, and his bairns and party, against the said
Ewyne and his party; and this to do and fulfil in all
things, and by all things, m manner and form before
written, the great oath sworn and the holy evangel
touched, I, the foresaid Farquhar, bind and oblige
myself to the said Huchone the Rose, Baron, and
his sons, brothers, kin, and party, as is before
written, under the pain of inhability, perjury, and
infamy, in the most strict style and form of bond or
obligation that made 1s, or can be devised.”’?

This solemn covenant did not in the least influence
Ewen’s conduct. He still opposed Kilravock, and
he had an active sympathiser in his uncle, Lachlan
Mackintosh of Gallovie, who, although a party to
the arbitration, did not join in the subsequent
bonds. Gallovie resolved to strike the Baron within

1The spelling is here modernised. Sce Family of Kilravock, 144,
for an exact copy of the bond.
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his castle of Kilravock; and, with that view, he,
on 15th May, 1482, entered into an indenture of an
extraordinary nature with his kinsman, Donald, son
of Angus Mackintosh. The family of Rose had
been owners of Kilravock for two centuries before
the parties to this deed were born; yet they record,
as a justification of the enterprise on which they are
about to enter, that ‘it is rehersit, presumyt, and
in sum part knawin be part of the eldest off the
lande, that Huchone the Rois, barone of Kilravok,
sulde haff na tityll off richt to the castell of Kil-
rawok, na to the grunde that 1t standis on;” and,
taking it for granted that they have a right to seize
what they do not even pretend to be theirs, Donald
obliges himself, ““in all possibill hast,”” to take the
castle and deliver 1t to Lachlan, who i1s immediately
to appoint Donald to be its constable so long as they
are able to hold it, whether by law or against law.
In return for these services Donald 1s to be placed
in possession of certain lands; and, ‘‘ for the mare
kindnes, traistnes, ande securite,”’ he is to marry
Lachlan’s daughter Margaret. The young people
being within the prohibited degrees, the lady’s
father undertakes to procure a dispensation from
the Pope at his own expense. But in the meantime
the canonical impediment is not to be allowed to
hinder the union. As soon as the said castle shall
be taken by the said Donald, proceeds the strange
paction, the said Lachlan shall forthwith, and
without any longer delay, handfast Margaret, his
said daughter, to the said Donald, and she shall
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lie with him as if she were his lawful wife; and, as
soon as the dispensation comes home, the said
Donald 1s obliged, forthwith and without any longer
delay, to marry and espouse the said Margaret, and
to hold her in honour and worship at all his power
as his wedded wife, for all the days of his life.
Lachlan then binds himself to pay a tocher of forty
merks Scots, ten of which shall be paid at the time
of the handfasting, and ten at each term of
Whitsunday and Martinmas thereafter, until the
whole is paid ; and to clothe his daughter ‘‘ honestly,”’
and to keep and maintain her in his own house for
two years, if Donald shall so require. And the
covenant is solemnly concluded by both parties
touching the holy evangel, and swearing the great
oath that they shall keep the same without fraud or
guile, or ‘* cavillacione.”” !

It 1s stated by the old historian of Kilravock
that Donald actually surprised the Castle, and com-
mitted slaughter and destroyed papers.? Be that as
1t may, the Baron made up his mind to get rid of
Urquhart. He accordingly, on 24th June, 1482, got
from Huntly the office of keeper of the royal fort of
Redecastle; and in consideration of the services to be
rendered by him in that capacity the Earl relieved
him of his unprofitable and troublesome lease, and
discharged him of all sums payable under it.?

1Family of Kilravock, 146. See similar clause as to the lady’s
maintenance in Janet Chisholm’s contract, p. 43 supra. A merk Scots
was equal to 13s 4d Scots, or 3s 4d sterling, Scots money being then
about one-fourth of money sterling. By the 17th century, owing to
the depreciation of the Scottish coinage, it took £12 Scots to make
£1 sterling.

21bid, 10. 31bid, 149.
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One effect of the struggle with the Macleans was
to aggravate the evils from which the country had
suffered in the days of the Lords of the Isles, and to
increase the wretchedness and poverty of the people.
The Exchequer Rolls—brief and bald though their
entries are—give us sad glimpses of the state of the
Parish. In an account rendered by Huntly in July,
1478, for the previous year, he deducts from the rent
of £100 the sum of £33 6s 8d, ‘‘ on account of the
laying waste of the lands of Glenmoriston, as was
vouched at the audit;”’! and in the next vear’s
account Willlam Gordon of Dunlugas, the acting
Chamberlain for the time, makes a similar deduction
““on the ground that Urquhart and Glenmoriston
were waste, and could not be let for the year of the
account.”’? In reference to the latter account,
Huntly 1s instructed ‘‘ either to let or occupy the
sald lands in future, as no further allowance shall be
made to him on that ground;’’ but, despite this, the
same abatement 1s allowed to him for the same reason
in the account from July, 1479, to July, 1480, and
again he is ordered to let or occupy the lands.> The
state of the Parish, in short, had become wretched
in the extreme. The feuds which had so long raged
between contending claimants destroyed the man-
hood of the country; outside clans made thieving
mroads on the undefended glens; bloodshed and
rapine prevailed; the operations of seed time and
harvest were to a large extent suspended; and the

1 Exchequer Rolls, VIII.
2 Exchequer Rolls, VIIIL. 3 1bid.
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fertile fields became one great wilderness, mcapable
of returning the miser able yearly rent of £100 Scots
—equal then to about £25 sterling—payable to the
Crown. In these circumstances Huntly, in obedience
to the King’s commands, looked around for a stronger
tenant than Kilravock. His choice fell on the
Knight of Frenchie, Chief of the powerful Clan
Grant.

Sir Duncan Grant was not unacquainted with
the history and circumstances of the country of
which he was now asked to take charge.  He had
been one of the arbitrators under the submission of
1479, and long before his time his family had a
territorial connection with the district of Loch Ness.
Stratherrick, which was the home of his family
before they settled on the banks of the Spey, was
possessed by them from the early part of the
thirteenth century, until it passed into the hands of
the Frasers about the year 1420. According to
tradition, the Church estate of Foyers was their last
possession in Stratherrick, and they lost it in this
manner. The young bride of Gruer Mor of Portclair
went forth, as was then the wont of newly married
women, to receive the presents of her friends. At
Foyers she was grossly insulted by Laurence Grant;
and she reported the outrage to her husband,
who resolved to punish the offender, and sailed
from Portclair with galleys full of fighting men.
Grant and his followers rowed out to meet him, and
a desperate fight took place in the bay to the west
of Foyers, which is to this day known as Camus
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Mharbh Dhaoine—the Bay of the Dead Men.
Defeated, and unable to reach the Stratherrick shore,
Laurence made for Urquhart, followed by Gruer. At
Ruigh Laurais—Laurence’s Slope—above Ruiskich,
he was overtaken and slain; and Gruer seized and
retained Foyers.!

In Strathspey the family of Grant greatly
extended their possessions, and became a numerous.
clan; and at the time at which we have now arrived
the Chief, Sir Duncan, was a man of great influence
in the Central Highlands. But he was full of years,
and his fighting days were past; his only son died
in August, 1482; and 1t was on his grandson John,
who was known by the name of the Red Bard (4Am
Bard Ruadh), that the active duty devolved of
restoring order in Urquhart and Glenmoriston.

The Bard seems to have taken possession imme-
diately after Kilravock’s renunciation of his right,
and, with the exception of an annual reduction of
fifty merks allowed from 1488 to 1496 ‘‘ on account
of the waste of the lands of Glenmoriston,”” we meet
no more with abatements of rent in the Exchequer
Rolls.  Huntly accounted regularly to the King for
the yearly sum of £100, although Grant does not
appear to have been too prompt in paying, for in
1492 he was four years in arrear.? He had probably
a fair excuse in the difliculties which beset him in
his arduous and dangerous undertaking. In Glen-
Urquhart the Clan ’Ie Uian resisted long and

1 Foyers remained the property of the Church till 1541, when it
was conveyed by the Bishop to William Fraser of Aberchalder, who.

thus became Fraser of Foyers.
2 Chiefs of Grant, L., Ixxx.
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desperately, and tradition still tells of their exploits
—at one time chasing a swift-footed Strathspeyman
down the hill of Clunemore, until he saved his life
by leaping the swollen Coilty where it forces its way
through the gorge which is now spanned by the
picturesque Bridge of the Leap; at another, slaying

BRIDGE OF THE LEAP

a party of the invading clan, washing their heads in
Mac Ulan’s Pool, at the Bridge of Drumnadrochit,
and sending the ghastly trophies as a gift to the poet-
chief. In Glenmoriston the Macdonalds for years
opposed the Grants, and, in the language of the
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3

Exchequer Rolls, kept the lands *‘ waste.”” But the
Bard’s progress, if slow, was sure. In 1498 he
earned the King’s substantial gratitude for the ** gude
and thankfull service’’ of seizing and bringing to
justice Allan Mor Mac Ewen, a son probably of Ewen
Maclean;* and he soon found his footing so secure
that he accepted direct from the Crown a lease of
the Lordship for five years from Whitsunday, 1502,
at the old rent of £100, of which, however, £20 a
year was allowed to himself as his fee for keeping
the Castle.? He also traded with the King, and
received, in October of that year, £71 2s, as the
price of ** 69 marts, with skins,”” supplied by him for
His Majesty’s household.®* In 1505 he succeeded
Walter Ogilvy of Boyne as King’s Chamberlain of
the Lordship and certain other Crown lands, and he
held that office until 1509, when his good fortune
reached its climax, and Urquhart and Glenmoriston
were bestowed on himself and two of his sons as
their own absolute property.

Various considerations moved the King to make
these grants. Ever since the days of the Wolf of
Badenoch, the lands embraced by them had formed a
bone of contention between rival claimants, and the
Crown derived little or no benefit from them; while
the royal Castle, falling from time to time into the
hands of men whose loyalty disappeared in their

1 For this service certain fines, which the Bard had incurred by
non-appearance at certain justice-aives, or courts, were remitted.—
Chiefs of Grant, IIT., 43.

2 King’s Rental Book, 1502-1508, in Register House.

5 Exchequer Rolls, XII., 219.
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thirst for power, became rather a menace to the
Throne than a source of strength. Under the rule
of the Bard a marked improvement took place. His
loyalty was above suspicion. His prudence and
energy led to his employment in quelling dis-
turbances in Ross-shire and Strathglass, and even

MAC TIAN'S POOL

in the distant wilds of Mar.  With his large Celtic
following, he was enunently the man to maintain
order within the extensive Lordship, which had
almost come to be looked upon as a No-Man’s-Land.
It was believed, and with good reason, that, if the
territory was absolutely made over to himself and
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CHAPTER V
1509—1535

The Charters of 1509.—The New Baronies of Urquhart,
Corrimony, and Glenmoriston.—Reservation of Church
Lands.—The Proprietor’s Duties and Services to the
Crown.—The Castle to be added to and Strengthened.—
The Inhabitants to be Protected.—Waste Lands to be
Reclaimed.—The King’s Highway to be Improved.—
Bridges to be Maintained.-—Hemp and Flax to be Culti-
vated.—Strange Division of the Parish.—Gradual re-
adjustment of Marches.—Troubles with the Inhabitants.
—Troubles with the Crown.—Compositions for Crimes.—
The Last of the Macleans.—Invasion of Sir Donald of
Lochalsh.—A Large Booty.—Prices of the Period.—The
Bard’s Proceedings against Sir Donald.—The Bard’s
Treaty with Lochiel.—Death of the Bard.—Seumas nan
Creach.—Barbarous Decree against the Clan Chattan.—
Urquhart exempted from the jurisdiction of Local Courts.

b

‘“ Know ye,”” says the King in the charter to John
the Bard'—and the preambles of those to his sons
are in similar terms—*‘ that for the increase of our
rental, and the profit of the patrimony of our Crown,
and also with a view to the advancement of order and
manners, and the promotion of good government in the
lands underwritten, among the inhabitants thereof,
and for making those obedient to our laws who in
times past have been unruly, and disobedient to our
said laws, we have given, granted, and in feu-ferme
demitted, and, by this our present charter confirmed

1 Reg. Mag. Sig., Lib. XV., No. 173. Chiefs of Grant, IIT., 51.
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to our lovite John Grant of Freuchie and his heirs
male All and Sundry the lands underwritten,
namely, the twelve merk lands of Bordlande [ Borlum |
of Urquhart, with the Castle and Fortalice of the
same; the six merk lands of Kil St Ninian, with
the mill thereof; the six merk lands of Karowgar;
the six merk lands of Drumboy; the three merk
lands of Wester Bunloade [Bunloit]; the three
merk lands of Middil Bunloade; the three merk
lands of Ester Bunloade; the six merk lands of
Ballymakauchane [Balmacaan]; the six merk lands
of Gartale [Cartaly]; the six merk lands of Polmale
and Dulchangy; the nine merk lands of the three
Inchbrunys [Inchbrine]; the three merk lands of
Mekle Deveauch; with the office of forester of our
forest of Cluny; and the huts commonly called the
shielings of the said forest—extending in all to forty-
six pounds of lands of new extent, as is contained in
our new rental, and all lying in our Lordship of
Urquhart, and within our Sheriffdom of Inverness;
but reserving to ourselves and our successors the
property of our said forest of Cluny and of the huts
or shielings of the same.”’!

The King then, in consideration of Grant’s ser-
vices, unites and incorporates the whole of the subjects
above-mentioned into one barony, to be called the
Barony of Urqubart, with the Castle as its principal
messuage; but the lands of Petearill Chapell are
excepted from the convevance, and reserved to the

1The royal forest of Cluny (Cluanie) thus reserved by the King

embraced the present forest of Ceanacroc and the lands to the west of
it as far as the watershed, which in the old time formed the boundary

with Kintail.
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Chapel of St Ninian; which lands, adds His Majesty,
““we are on no account willing to alienate.”

In return for the grant the Bard and his suc-
cessors are taken bound to pay £46 6s 8d Scots
of yearly feu-duty; to provide and maintain three
sufficient horsemen for every ten pounds of land—
that 1s, fourteen or fifteen horsemen for the whole
Barony—for royal service in time of war beyond the
kingdom; and, at the King’s command, to convene
with all “‘ fencible persons’’ dwelling on his lands.
These provisions were inserted on what may be
called national grounds. But the King has also
in view the domestic welfare and improvement of the
inhabitants of the Barony; and the Bard and his heirs
are taken bound to repair or build at the Castle a
tower, with an outwork or rampart of stone and lime,
for protecting the lands and the people from the
inroads of thieves and malefactors; to construct within
the Castle a hall, chamber, and kitchen, with all other
requisite offices, such as a pantry, bakehouse, brew-
Lhouse, barn, oxhouse, kiln, cot, dove-grove, and
orchard, with the necessary wooden fences ; to reclaim
and labour untilled land lymng in meadows or under
pasture ; to make “‘stiling,”” or enclosures; to improve
the King’s highway within the Barony; to cultivate
hemp and flax ; to watch over such matters of common
advantage as stone and wooden bridges, ‘‘ faldyettis *”
[cattle folds], and stiles; to provide common passage
through the lands and Barony; and thankfully and
obediently to pay their tithes and offerings to God
and the Church. The charter 1s dated at Stirling, the
Sth day of December, 1509.
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On the same date, and under similar conditions,
certain lands, erected into the Barony of Corrimony,
are conferred on the Bard’s second lawful son, Tain
Og—Young John; and lands, incorporated into the
Barony of Glenmoriston, on his natural son—Iain Mor
—Big John—a man of singular stature and prowess,
who, despite the bar sinister, early attained to great
influence, and, in addition to Glenmoriston, owned
the estate of Culcabock near Inverness.

The lands embraced in the Barony of Corrimony
are the four pound lands of Corrymony; the four
pound lands of Morull; the eight pound lands of the
four Mikleis'; the forty shilling lands of Lochletter;
the forty shilling lands of Auchintamarag; the forty
shilling lands of Deveauch; and half of the lands
of Mekle Clune [Clunemore], extending to twenty
shillings of land; and the forty shilling lands of
Petcarill Croy—extending 1n all to £27 of land as in
the new rental, and all lving in the Lordship of
Urquhart.  The annual feu-duty payvable to the
King 1s £27 6s 8d.2

Tain Mor’s Barony of Glenmoriston consists of
the forty shilling lands of Conechane; the forty
shilling lands of Craske; the forty shilling lands
of Enachur [Aonach]; the forty shilling lands of
Auchlayn; the forty shilling lands of Wester
Tullelechart [Dulchreichard]; the forty shilling
lands of Easter Tullclethart; the forty shilling

1The four Meiklies included Shewglie, and Craskaig, sometime
-called Lakefield and now Kilmartin.
2 Reg. Mag. Sig., Lib. XV., No. 175; Chiefs of Grant, III., 54.
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‘lands of Wester Duldragyn; the forty shilling lands
of Easter Duldragin; the forty shilling lands of
‘Innerwik; the forty shilling lands of Blaree; the
“forty shilling lands of Over Inver [Invermoriston];
‘the forty shilling lands of Nether Inver; the forty
shilling lands of Coulnakirk®; and half of the lands
of Mekle Cluny [Clunemore], extending to twenty
shillings of land—extending in all to £27 of land as
in the new rental, and lying in the Lordship of
Urquhart. In this case, also, the feu-duty is
£27 6s 8d;* and the pecuniary result of the new
arrangement 1s that for the whole Lordship the
King is now to get £101 per annum, in lieu of
the £100 formerly payable but seldom paid.

With the exception of the Church lands of Ach-
monie, Pitkerrald Chapel, St Drostan’s Croft at Bal-
macaan, St Adamnan’s Croft at Tychat, and a croft

-attached to St Ninian’s Chapel at Temple House, the
whole Parish thus became the property of the Grants.
It 1s difficult to account for the singular manner in
which the lands were divided between the Bard and
his sons. Probably the King’s intention was to keep
them and their successors in dependence on each
other, and to furnish them with a common motive for
the maintenance of peace. The Bard, as has been
seen, had the shielings of Cluny, situated more than
thirty miles from his Castle, and beyond the inter-
vening Barony of Glenmoriston; and he also
possessed Carnoch and Kerrownakeill or Kerrow-na-

18ee p. 16 supra—footnote.
2Reg. Mag. Sig., Lib. XV., No. 174.
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Coille, beyond the lands of Corrimony, and on the
borders of Strathglass. Iain Mor had the detached
holdings of Culnakirk and half of Clunemore, both
in the very heart of his father’s estate; while John
Og’s Barony of Corrimony embraced the other half
of Clunemore, as well as Achintemarag, Divach, and
Pitkerrald-croy, also all situated in the centre of the
Bard’s possessions. We shall hereafter see how
curiously this arrangement affected the administra-
tion of justice in the Parish; and the inconveniences
to which it gave rise were so great that in the
course of time the proprietors found it expedient to
re-adjust their marches. In 15680, John, Second of
Corrimony, resigned his Barony in favour of Duncan,
heir-apparent of the Laird of Grant, who, on 19th
August, obtained a Crown charter thereof, in virtue
of which the Chiefs of Grant have ever since been
the feudal superiors of that estate.  In granting to
John’s successor a renewal of the title in 1610,
John, Laird of Grant, retained Shewglie and Loch-
letter, which accordingly ceased to form part of
Corrimony. In July, 1674, Ludovick Grant of
Grant made over Carnoch and Kerrow-na-Coille to
John Grant of Corrimony in exchange for Pitkerrald-
croy and Achintemarag. He had probably already
acquired Corrimony’s lands of Divach and Clune-
more. (Glenmoriston’s half of Clunemore, as well as
his lands of Culnakirk, were sold to Ludovick in
June, 1696. And as to the grazings of Cluny,
which became the common shieling ground of the
tenants of both Glen-Urquhart and Glenmoriston,
they have for generations been in the exclusive pos-
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session partly of the Glenmoriston family, and partly
of the proprietors of Kintail.

The Grants, notwithstanding the absolute right
which they had now acquired to the ancient royal
domain, had not yet attained to absolute peace. Iain
Mor of Glenmoriston, especially, experienced great
difficulty in reconciling to his rule the Macdonalds of
his Glen, who still looked on the Macdonald chiefs as
their only lords.! The new proprietors, too, early
got into trouble with the Crown. Their charters pro-
vided that if they or their successors should at any
time be convicted of treason, murder, or common
theft, the forfeiture of their estates would be the

1There were five septs of Macdonalds in Glenmoriston—Clann
Tain Ruaidh, Clann Iain Chaoil, Clann Eobhainn Bhain, Sliochd
Ghilleasbuig, and Clann Alasdair Choire-Dho. The first four were
descended from four sons of Iain Mor Ruigh-nan-Stop. That per-
sonage was on one occasion returning from Glen-Urquhart, along with
his sixteen stalwart sons, when they all sat down to rest at Fasadh-
an-Fhithich, near Allt-Iarairidh. As they rested, a raven flew over
their heads and dropped a bone in their midst. Twelve of the young
men handled the bone with curiosity, and as the thirteenth was about
to do so he was stopped by his father, who said, ““ Mas ’s fortan e, tha
gu leoir againn; ma ’s mi-fhortan e, tha tuille ’s a choir againn ’—
“If it augurs good fortune, we have enough; if it forbodes evil, we
have too much.”” Before the end of a year and a day, the twelve who
touched the bone were all dead. The other four—Iain Ruadh (Red
John), Iain Caol (Slender. John), Eobhan Ban (Fair Ewen), and
Gilleasbuig (Archibald)—survived, and from them sprang the four
septs called after them. Sliochd Alasdair Choire-Dho lived in Corri-
Dho. It has been, and still is, the custom in the Parish to bury the
dead on their backs, with their feet towards the east, in order that
when rising at the Resurrection they may have their faces towards
our Lord, as He appears in the east. Sliochd Alasdair Choire-Dho,
however, lie with their feet to the west, in order that, in rising at the
sound of the last trump, they may face their beloved Corri-Dho.
Their graves occupy the nearest cornmer to that Corrie of the old
churchyard of Clachan Mhercheird.
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penalty. But the apparent harshness of this provision
was greatly modified by another clause, which sanc-
tioned ‘‘composition’’ for certain crimes. This
privilege, which resembled the Gaelic custom of Eric,
and under which pardon was purchasable for money,
was a source of considerable revenue to the Scottish
kings; and it was soon put in practice in our Parish.
In some unexplained manner the new proprietors
and certain of their tenants were, in 1510, held
guilty of receiving and assisting rebels, and forced
to make composition.  Iain Mor of Glenmoriston’s
componitur 1s dated 1st July. On the 10th a
similar composition is made by a number of persons,
including John Makgillecallum in Borlum, and John
Roy Makenis [Son of Angus], Donald Roy Mak-
donald, Muldonych Owre, and John Makyngown [the
Smith’s Son], all residing in Urquhart; and John
Makmurrych, Gillendris Makmurrych, Gillecreist
Macmuldonych, Donald Gowroy [Son of the Red
Smith], and William Alexanderson [i.e., Son of
Alexander |, all on the estate of Corrimony; and the
Bard himself compounded on the 15th.? Alexander-
son 1s especially distinguished, for he has slain, or
has been a party to the death of, Farquhar Macewen
—a crime for which he obtains express pardon.
Farquhar appears to have been a son of Ewen Mac-
lean; and, with this incidental reference to his death,
his brave race disappears from record. In time they
ceased to dream of the ownership of Urquhart; and

1 Chiefs of Grant, III., 56, 57.
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Lwen’s descendants are now peaceful tenants on
lands for which their forefathers long fought and bled.

Greater misfortunes than these troubles with the
Crown were about to fall on the Parish. The bold
and chivalrous character of James the Fourth was
much to the liking of his Celtic subjects, and,
when he entered on that expedition which ended so
disastrously at Flodden, they flocked to his standard.
But it happened after his death as it happened after
the death of James the Second. The confusion that
followed destroyed the loyalty of the fickle Islanders,
and reawakened in their breasts the old desire for
independence. A Lord of the Isles was proclaimed in
15613 in the person of Sir Donald Macdonald of
Lochalsh whose father had previously claimed the
title.  As the best bid for popular favour, Sir Donald
began his career by leading a large army into
Glen-Urquhart. Seizing the Castle, he expelled the
garrison and plundered and laid waste the Glen'—
among those who aided him being Chisholm of Comar,
Macdonald of Glengarry, an amazon from Buntait
who rejoiced in the name of Mor Euoin Evin, and her
son Donald Mac Alasdair. The spoil was rich and
varied. From the Castle were taken pots, pans,
kettles, napery, beds, sheets, blankets, coverings,
cods, fish, flesh, bread, ale, cheese, butter, salt hides,
and ‘‘uther stuf of houshald,”” of the value in all of
more than £100; while the booty from the land con-
sisted of 300 cattle and 1000 sheep, 300 bolls of bear
and 200 bolls of oats, with the fodder, from the town

1 Gregory. 114.
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and grange of Kil St Niman, which was in the
Laird of Grant’s own hands; 100 bolls of bear and
200 of oats from Corrimony; 60 bolls of bear and
120 of oats from Achmonie; 100 bolls of bear and
200 of oats from Pitkerraldmore and Dulshangie;
120 bolls of oats and 60 bolls of bear from Meiklie;
120 bolls of oats and 60 of bear from Kerrowgair;
and 120 bolls of oats and 60 of bear from the lands
of ““Tulaichla,’” probably Tullich of Corrimony. The
value of the oats, including straw, is stated at 4s per
boll, and that of the bear at 8s. Each cow 1s valued
at 26s 8d, and each sheep at 4s.

Sir Donald was not satisfied with the mere produce
of the land. As the successor of the old Lords of the
Isles, he would also have the territory, and for three
years he kept forcible possession of Glen-Urquhart,
““lauboring and manuring *’ the fields, and preventing
the rightful possessors from enjoying their profits.
In legal proceedings subsequently taken by the Bard,
these profits, after deducting working expenses, were
estimated at 300 bolls of bear and 200 bolls of oats,
valued at the above prices; and to this was added the
grazing of 600 cows and oxen, 1000 sheep and goats,
200 horses and mares, and 200 swine (the value of
each ““soum’ of grass being 1s 6d), and also 120
merks of money, and 280 bolls of victual, bear and
meal, at the value of 8s per boll, as the amount of
““the maills, carriage, services, profits, and duties of
the remanent of the lands and lordship of Urquhart,’
of which the Laird was deprived during the three
years.!

1 Chiefs of Grant, III., 62, 372, 373.
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In consequence of the friendliness, if not the active
aid, of the Clan ’Ic Uian in Glen-Urquhart, and of
the Macdonalds in Glenmoriston, Sir Donald’s sojourn
in the Parish was considerably longer than it would
have been under less favourable circumstances. But
the Grants finally prevailed, and Urquhart saw the last
of the invaders before the close of 15616. Having won
in the field, the Bard now entered the courts of law
against Sir Donald and his friends. A summons for
the loss and damage sustained by himself and his
fellow sufferers was called before the Lords of Council
at Edinburgh, on 26th February, 15617. The accused
failed to appear, and the extent of the damage was
referred to the oath of the Bard, who was present.
““Tua thousand pund, with the mair,”” was the sum
and substance of his evidence; and for £2000 judg-
ment was accordingly given. The Bard, however,
did not get his money. Sir Donald died in 1519. His
sisters, Margaret and Janet of the Isles, succeeded to
him; and in 1549—long after the Bard’s death—we
find his son James obtaining authority, under the
signet of Mary, Queen of Scots, to recover the debt
by poinding and selling the goods and effects of
Margaret, and of Thomas Dingwall of Kildune, son
and heir of the now deceased Janet; of Donald Mac
Alasdair, for himself and as heir of his mother, the
amazon of Buntait, who had also gone the way of all

flesh; and of Chisholm, and other offenders.! What
the result of these proceedings was it is perhaps

1 Chiefs of Grant, III., 62, 372.
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impossible to ascertain. The probability is that the
debt was never recovered. In any case, no com-
pensation reached the people of Glen-Urquhart for
the famine and distress which followed their spoliation
in the beginning of the winter of 1513-14, and the
violent possession of their holdings by the strangers.
Glenmoriston had the fortune to be inhabited mainly
by Macdonalds, and so it was spared.

One result of the invasion was that the Bard
sought an alliance with Ewen Allanson of Lochiel,
Captain of Clan Cameron, with whom he entered into
a bond of friendship on 22nd October, 1520.  The
deed was executed at Urquhart before distinguished
witnesses, including the noble and mighty lord,
Thomas, Lord Fraser of Lovat; the venerable father
in God, Nychol, Prior of Beauly; Hew Fraser, Master
of Lovat; John the Grant of Culcabock, as Iain Mor
calls hamself; and Sir John McCoule, Vicar of Kil-
monivaig, who doubtless had come to watch over the
legal interests of Lochiel in connection with the trans-
action, for in that age the preachers of the gospel were
also the practitioners of the law. The Bard and his
son and heir, James, and Lochiel and his son and
heir, Donald, bind themselves and their heirs for
ever to stand by each other, in ‘“leil, trew, anefold’’
kindness, and to defend each other in their persons,
goods, lands, and kin. The treaty especially provides
that the Camerons shall defend the Grants in Urquhart
and Glenmoriston, and that the Grants shall defend
the Camerons in Lochaber, against ‘‘all thame at

levis or dee ma;’’ and to strengthen the alliance, and
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““for the mair securitie,”” a marriage 1s, as usual,
resorted to. Young Donald Cameron is to marry the
Laird’s daughter, Agnes Grant, in face of Holy Kirk,
immediately after a papal dispensation rendered
necessary by some canonical impediment shall be
procured.  Meanwhile, as in the case of the some-
what similar contract between Mackintosh of Gallovie
and Donald Mackintosh 1n 1482, the rules of the
Church yield to the worldly interests of the parties;
and until the dispensation shall arrive the young
couple are to live together without the sanction of
religion—an arrangement calmly concurred in by
the pious vicar of Kilmomvaig. ‘“And,”” to quote
the document itself, ‘“if it shall happen that the
said dispensation come not home within the said
time of fifteen days after Martinmas [ 1520 ], the said
John the Grant 1s bound and obliged to cause them
be handfast and put together, his said daughter
Agnes Grant and the said Donald, for marriage to
be completed, in the default of the dispensation not
coming home at the said time.”” There 1s danger, of
course, that after the handfast period of probation
Donald may decline to tie himself indissolubly to the
young lady. And so to meet this risk Lord Lovat,
Alexander Cumming, son of Cumming of Altyre, and
Patrick Grant in Ballindalloch, become sureties that
the marriage shall be duly completed after the arrival
of the dispensation, under the penalty of one thousand
merks to be paid by them to the lady and her father

1S8ee p. 68 supra.
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in the event of Donald’s refusal—and for that sum
they undertake to grant their formal bond at ‘ the
time that the said Agnes is handfast in hope of
marriage.”” The parties then touch the holy evangel,
and give their ‘‘bodily oaths’’ to implement the
covenant; and so the bond of friendship is solemnly
concluded.! For the lady’s sake it is pleasant to
record that Donald Cameron showed no desire to
discard her; and in course of time their regular
marriage was duly solemnized. But the great object
of the treaty was not attained, and we shall hereafter
find Agnes’ eldest son taking a leading part in the
most sweeping raid ever made on our unfortunate
Parish.

Under the charters of 1509, the Grants were, as
we have seen, bound to provide and maintain three
sufficient horsemen for every ten pounds of land, for
the King’s service in time of war beyond Scotland,
and to assemble with all their fencible followers when
required within the kingdom. Several Highland
chiefs were in James the Fourth’s army at Flodden,
and, although there is no clear evidence on the point,
it is probable that the Bard was among them. But
when he and his people were summoned by the Regent
Albany in October, 1523, to join him in an expedition
against England, they failed to obey. The Regent’s
army crossed the Border, and attempted to take Wark
(astle; but it was driven back, and the foolish adven-
ture came to an end. The conduct of the Grants was,

1 Chiefs of Grant, III., 64.
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however, not forgotten, and they had to buy them-
selves out of the consequences of thewr disobedience.
On 13th February, 1527, by letters under the Great
Seal, James the Iifth remitted to the aged Bard and
his son James, their kinsmen of Glenmoriston and
Corrimony, and a number of other persons whose
places of residence are not given, their crime of
absence from the King’s host at Solway and Wark,
and took them under the royal protection.! The
list of defaulters was, however, not yet exhausted.
On 26th November, 1534, a number of Urquhart
 men compounded for their absence from the Solway
expedition and other offences by paying £14 into
the King’s exchequer. Their names deserve mention
—Gillanderis M‘Gillemartyne M‘Kerin, Kennoch
M‘Gillepatrik, John Croy M‘Patrik M‘Gillespik,
Donald M‘Paule Nele, John Dow M‘Mulmore, and
James M‘Kynkeir.?

The venerable Bard closed his long and useful
life in May, 1528, leaving the Barony of Urquhart
and his other estates to his son Seumas nan Creach
—James of the Forays. James had no sooner
succeeded than he was called on by the King to
execute a strange and barbarous commission.  The
Clan Chattan, whom we saw 'giving trouble in
connection with the claims of Ewen Maclean to
Urqubart, became, under the leadership of Hector
Mackintosh, such a scourge to their neighbours that
a royal mandate was 1ssued in November, 1528, for

1 Chiefs of Grant, I., 515, and III., 72. 21Ibid., III., 77.
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their complete extermination.® Directed to the
northern Sheriffs, the Earl of Moray, Lord Lovat,
John Grant of Freuchie, Chisholm of Comar, and
other Highland potentates, the writ commanded them
to invade the territories of the proscribed clan, and
to utterly destroy them by slaughter, burning, and
drowning, and to leave none of them alive except
priests, women, and children. What was to become
of the priests after their flocks were destroyed is not
suggested; but the women and children were to be
taken to the nearest port and put on board ships to
be furnished at the King’s expense, which would
““saill with thame furth of our realme, and land with
them 1n Jesland, Zesland, or Norway ; because it wer
inhumanite to put handis in the blude of wemen and
barnis.”

John the Bard was dead before the commission
was 1ssuted, and the duty of executing it fell to Seumas.
nan (reach.  But he and the other personages to
whom it was directed were slow to act, and the
Mackintoshes continued in their old courses. In 1534
they besieged and destroyed the castle of Daviot,
belonging to Ogilvie of Strathnairn, slew twenty-two
persons, including women and children, and carried
off a large booty of grain, cattle, goods, and household
effects.  In this enterprise they were aided and
abetted by Seumas nan Creach himself, as well as by
Tain Mor of Glenmoriston, Gillanderis M‘Gillemartyne
M‘Kerin, and the other Urquhart men who com-

1 Spalding Club Miscellany, IT., xxxv., 83.
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CHAPTER VI

1535—1560

Troubles in the Western Highlands.—Feud between Ranald
Gallda and John of Moidart.—The Lairds of Grant and
Glenmoriston assist Ranald.—Battle of Blar-na-Leine.—
Glengarry and Lochiel invade Glenmoriston and
Urquhart.—The Great Raid.—The Spoil and the
Despoiled.—Urquhart Burnt.—Incidents of the Raid.—
The Strong Woman of Richraggan.—The Big Smith of
Polmaily.—His Adventures with the Fairies.—A Won-
derful Filly.—The Smith’s Sons Slain.—Legal Proceed-
ings against Glengarry and TLochiel.—Their Lands
apprised to the Lairds of Grant and Glenmoriston.—
Glenmoriston’s Death.—His Character and Influence.—
Dispute regarding his Succession.—The Ballindalloch
Feud.—Death of the Laird of Grant.—Sad state of the
Country.—The Justiciar of Urquhart and Glenmoriston.
—A ghastly Gift to the Queen Regent.—The Reforma-
tion.—The Church’s Patrimony Alienated.—John Mac-
kay acquires Achmonie.—The other Church Lands fall to
the Grants.

IN the summer of 1544 Hugh, Lord Lovat, and a
body of Frasers from the neighbouring district of
the Aird, passed through our Parish on their way to
join the Earl of Huntly in an attempt to suppress
certain disturbances in the Western Highlands, and,
especially, to assist Ranald Gallda in his struggle
with John of Moidart—Iain Muideartach—for the
chiefship of Clan Ranald. Ranald, who accom-
panied the Frasers, was a nephew of their chief,
and was related by marriage to the Lairds of
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Grant! and Glenmoriston, by whom his cause was also-
supported. The Laird of Grant joined Huntly with
a following from Glen-Urquhart and Strathspey; and
in the ranks of the Frasers were to be found men from
Glenmoriston, led probably by one of Iain Mor’s.
natural sons.? The Macdonalds of Glengarry and
Keppoch and the Camerons supported John of
Moidart; but, although Huntly penetrated into their
country as far as Inverlochy, they refrained from:
giving battle, and he had to return homeward without
striking a blow. At the Water of Gloy the forces
separated, Huntly and the Laird of Grant proceeding
with the bulk of the army by Brae-Lochaber and
Badenoch to Strathspey, while Lord Lovat and Ranald
Gallda, with the Frasers and the men of Urquhart and
Glenmoriston, took the direct route to their own
countries, along the Great Glen. John of Moidart

1Tt is difficult to say at what precise period Grant of Freuchie-
began to be styled Tighearna Ghrannd, or Laird of Grant. Sir
William Fraser (Chiefs of Grant, I., 322) speaking of the erection of
the Regality of Grant in 1694, states :—* From this date the Laird of
Freuchie changed his formal designation, and became the Laird of
Grant.”” But the title ““ Laird of Grant’’ appears at least as early
as 1569, and in 1592 James the Sixth so addresses the Chief (Chiefs, II.,
4, 11). Donald Donn of Bohuntin, who flourished in the time of the
Commonwealth, repeatedly refers to Tighearna Ghrannd in his songs.
The probability is that the Chiefs were popularly called Lairds of
Grant long before they were so styled in formal writings.

2Tain Mor’s lawful son Patrick, who succeeded him in his lands
in Urquhart and Glenmoriston, is said to have taken part in the
expedition. He, however, could not have done so. Tain Mor’s first
wife, Elizabeth Innes, was alive in 1541, and Patrick was a son of
his second wife, Agnes Fraser. In 1541 Tain appears to have had no
lawful son, as lands acquired by him in that year were destined to-
John Grant of Freuchie, failing his three illegitimate sons and their-
heirs.
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now saw his opportunity. Carefully concealed on
the northern banks of Loch Lochy, he watched with
«eager eye the parting of his enemies, and stole along
the shore to meet Lovat at the east end of the loch;
and there the bloody fight of Blar-na-Leine took place.
"The opposing forces first discharged their arrows, and
then, casting aside their bows, and, according to
tradition, stripping themselves to their shirts, rushed
to close combat, and, with claymore and Lochaber
-axe, fought hand-to-hand for hours under a broiling
July sun. Both sides were literally cut to pieces. Of
the Frasers, according to their own historians, Fraser
of Foyers and other four men alone escaped ; and thev,
with their surviving comrades from Urquhart and
‘Glenmoriston, returned home bearing tidings of the
disaster, and carrying the dead bodies of Lovat and
his son and Ranald Gallda for interment within the
sacred precincts of Beauly Priory.!

For the part taken by the men of Urquhart and
‘Glenmoriston in the ill-fated expedition, John of
Moidart and his allies determined on revenge. A
great 1nvasion of the Parish was planned; and
Alasdair Mac Iain ’Ic Alasdair of Glengarry, his son
Angus, and Ewen Cameron, the young heir of
Lochiel, were appointed to carry it into effect.
Ewen’s mother was a sister of the Laird of Grant,
-and a half-sister of Iain Mor, and, as we saw in
our last chapter, the great object of the marriage of

1 Gregory’s Western Highlands and Islands; Anderson’s Family
-of Fraser; Chisholm Batten’s Priory of Beauly. Blar-na-Leine is

popularly supposed to mean the Field of the Shirts; but the Gaelic
name is Blar na Leana, the Field of the swampy Meadow.
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which he was the issue was to secure peace and
goodwill between the clans. But it 1s not always
true that ‘‘ blood 1s thicker than water;”’ and the
solemn treaty of 1520 was to him as waste paper.
Into the project against his uncles he entered with
alacrity, and along with the old and young Lairds
of Glengarry gave the Parish a foretaste of what
was 1n store for it by appearing on the banks of the
Moriston in October, 1544, and taking a booty of
twenty ‘‘ great’’ or full-grown cattle, eight calves, five
young cattle, four horses, one mare, twenty ewes, ten
wethers, twenty lambs, thirty goats, eighteen kids,
eighty-eight bolls of oats, twenty-nine bolls of barley,
and household goods to the value of £12 6s 8d, from
the lands of Invermoriston.! The uplands of Glen-
moriston, which were possessed by the perhaps not
unfriendly Macdonalds, were not molested; and the
inhabitants of Glen-Urquhart were allowed the
privilege of feeding their flocks through the winter’s
snows. But as soon as the winter was past—in
April, 1545—the jomt leaders suddenly swooped
down on the devoted Glen with a great host from
Glengarry, Lochaber, Glencoe, Ardnamurchan, and
the wilds of Clan Ranald, seized the Castle, and
swept the land of every hoof and article of food or
furniture which they could find—sparing only the
Barony of Corrimony, whose owner had taken no part
in the affair of Blar-na-Leine. Never before and
never after was Highland raid so thorough. For a
month or more the work of violence and devastation

1 Charter of Apprising to John Grant of Glenmoriston, Reg. Mag.
Sig., Lib. XXX., No. 263. See Appendix B for details.

7
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went on; and when it was finished the invaders were-
the triumphant possessors of a magnificent booty,.
consisting of 1188 great cattle, 392 young cattle, 525
calves, 2 plough oxen, 383 horses and mares, 1978
sheep, 1099 lambs, 1410 goats, 794 kids, 122 swine,
64 geese, 3006 bolls of oats, 1277 bolls of bear and
barley, a miscellaneous assortment of furniture and
other household goods of the value of £533 2s, £312
in money, twenty pieces of artillery, ten stands of
harness, three great boats, and a quantity of linen and

woollen cloth.?

That the spoil was taken ‘‘ with strong hand *” we
know from the legal writs by which the Lairds of Grant
and Glenmoriston sought to obtain satisfaction from
Lochiel and his companions; and we learn from
another document of the period that in the process the
houses of the people were given to the flames.? But

1Charter of Apprising to James Grant, Reg. Mag. Sig. XXX.,
No. 314. See Appendix B for the details of the spoil and the names of
the despoiled.

2 Discharge by James, Earl of Arran, Governor or Regent of
Scotland, to the Laird of Grant, which is in the following terms :—

Gubernator,—Auditouris of our Chakker and Comptroller, we
grete you hartly weyll : Forsamekle as it is humly menyt and notourly
knawyne how the landis of Wrquhart and Glenmoristowne has beyne
hereyt and brynt be the Clan Cammeron, Clanrannald, and Clanayane,
quharthrow that our lowit James Grant of Fruquhie, fewar of the
saiddis landis, has gottyn na proffit thairof sen the birnyng of the
sammyne, quhilk was in the monetht of Maii was ane year; quhare
upoune the said James hes menyt him to ws: Our will is, and we
charge you, the said James makand guid payment of all thingis bygane
that he aw the Queynis Graice and ws in this present Chakkere, that ye
allow and discharge the said James the Graunt and his partinarris,
fewarris of Wrquhard and Glenmoristoune, of thre termys maylis
bygane afoyr the dayt heyrof, of the sammyne landis, quhilk we be the
tenour heyrof dischargis and exonerys; kepand this precepe for your
warrand : Subscrivit wytht our hand, the xx. day of Julii, the yere off
God jm. ve. xlvj yeris [1546]. JamEes G.
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the formal records make no mention of how the Castle
was taken, despite its ‘‘ twenty pece of artailzery;’’
or of all the desperate fights and struggles and loss of
life that there must have been, ere the men and the
women of Urqubart yielded their flocks and their
possessions, to face famine and perish by hunger.
What the records omit, tradition to some extent
supplies.  One legend tells how a woman of Rich-
raggan, seeing her only cow being driven away by the
Lochaber men, seized the animal by one of its hind
legs and held 1t fast; and how Lochiel, amazed at the
woman’s strength, ordered the men to leave the cow
with her.

But the great legendary hero of the period was
An Gobha Mor'—the Big Smith, or Armourer, of
Polmaily. The Smith and his seven sons were noted
for their enormous strength. They were also as
skilful in the armourer’s art as any who ever struck
anvil with hammer; and no weapons were to be
found in Scotland to equal their cold-iron swords
(claidheamhan fuar-iarunn)—much prized weapons in
the making of which the iron was heated and shaped
by heavy and rapid hammer-blows, without the agency
of fire.

If the Smith excelled as an armourer, he also
excelled as a husbandman; and his herd of
cattle at Polmaily were noted for their beauty.
But suddenly and in a single night they lost their

18ee the Author’s Legends of Glen-Urquhart in Trans. of Inver-
ness Gaelic Society, Vol. II. (1873), for the Gaelic version of the Tale
of the Big Smith.
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good condition, and became lean and famished; and,
feed them as he might, the Smith found 1t impos-
sible to improve their appearance. At that time
the fairies of Urquhart had their favourite retreat
at Tor-na-sidhe (Tornashee), near Polmaily. The
Smith had one of them for his leannan-sidhe, or
fairy-love, and, as he rambled with her one day in
the woods, she nformed him that her fellow-fairies
had stolen his beautiful cows, and that the lean kine
which gave him so much concern were croth-sidhe,
or fairy-cattle. Furious with rage, he hastened
home, and, armed with an axe, rushed into the
byre, determined to slay the unearthly herd. But
before he could strike a blow the cattle drew their
heads out of their halters and escaped into the open.
Seizing the hindmost by the tail, the Smith sped
with them till they came to Carn-an-Rath, in
Ben-a’-Gharbhlaich, near Achnababan. As they
approached the cairn, its side opened, and the cattle
rushed in, with the Smith at their tails. On
coming to a spacious chamber, which glittered with
precious stones, and was filled with articles of rarest
value, the animals were in the twinkling of an eye
changed nto ordinary fairies, who desired the
astonished Smith to choose what he pleased for
his own. In a remote corner of the chamber stood
a little shaggy filly (loth pheallagach), of which
he had heard his fairy-love speak as one of extra-
ordinary power; and he replied that he would take
the filly. ““ A tooth out of your informant’s mouth,’
said the fairies; but they kept their word and gave
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him the loth pheailaguch, and strictly enjoined him
to use her only in the plough. The Smith promised
obedience, and went away with the shaggy filly.
For many years she was a marvel in the Glen, and
a blessing to the inhabitants—

Threabhadh 1 Achadh-nam-bo,

’S an Lurga-mhor bho cheann gu ceann:
Mar sin ’s an Gortan-Ceapagach,

Mu'n leagadh i as an crann!!

But one day the Smith put the filly in a cart, for
the purpose of removing manure. IHe had broken
his promise to the fairies, and her wonderful power
left her for ever.

In the days of the Smith, a dispute as to their
marches arose between the Glen-Urquhart people
and the Frasers of the Aird.  The Frasers pushed
their boundary line forward in the direction of
Urquhart to a point 1mmediately behind the
township of Achintemarag, and sent a strong force
of young men to maintain 1t in spite of their
opponents. The Smith and four of his sons quietly
approached the yvoung men and requested them to
return to their own country. On their refusal a
ficht began, in which several of the Frasers were
killed, and the rest driven across the march claimed
by the Urquhart people. That march has ever since
been acknowledged by the Lovat tenantry, and the

10ld lines which may be rendered—

Achnababan she could plough,
And Lurgamore from east to west;
Likewise Gorstan-keppagach,

And still plough on without a rest !
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affair is commemorated by Clach-a’-Ghobhainn Mhoir
—the Big Smith’s Stone—to this day.

It happened about this time that one of Lochiel’s
followers slew a man 1n Lochaber, and fled to
Urquhart, where he found shelter and employment
with the Smith at Polmaily. Lochiel heard that
the fugitive was in the Glen, and sent men to bring
him back. But he cut his hair short, and shaved
his face clean; and, although the Lochaber men
saw him as he worked at the anvil, they failed to
recognise him, and returned home without him. But
1t soon reached the ears of Lochiel that the Gille
Maol—the Bald Young Man'—whom they had seen
in the smithy, was the object of their search; and
he was very wroth at the Smith and the people of
Urquhart, and resolved to make a raid upon them.
Accordingly, he and a great many of the Clan
Cameron came and seized the Castle. But not
daring to meet the Big Smith and his sons in fair
fight, he sent for Gille Phadruig Gobha, the
Smith’s son-in-law, and promised to give him the
lands of Polmaily as his own if he brought him the
Smith and his sons, dead or alive. ‘‘ Choose out
for me two score of your bravest and boldest men,”’
replied Gille Phadruig Gobha, yielding to the
temptation, ‘‘and I shall be their guide to-night.”’
The Smith’s sons slept in a barn which stood on the
hillock at Polmaily which is still known as Torran
nan Gillean—the Young Men’s Knoll—and at

1 According to tradit’on, the Macmillans of Urguhart-—Clann “Ic
‘Ille Mhaoil—are descended from this worthy.
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midnight the traitor and a party of Camerons
quietly left the Castle, and proceeded to Polmaily,
with the intention of killing the sons and then
overcoming the father. Some of the Camerons
remained at the door of the barn while the rest
entered and attacked the sleepers, who, being with-
.out their swords, were all slain, except the youngest,
whose back was broken, and who afterwards bore
the name of An Gobha Crom, or the Hump-Backed
Smith.

While the work of treachery and blood was going
.on at Torran nan Gillean, the Smith’s wife dreamt
that a big black sow, with a litter of young ones,
was undermining the foundations of the barn.  She
.dreamt the dream three times, and then roused her
husband and implored him to go and see whether
.all was well with their sons. Sword in hand, he
proceeded to the barn, and rushed on the Lochaber
men. They fled for the Castle, and he followed,
-cutting them down at every stroke.  Observing his
son-in-law 1n their midst, he made efforts to reach
him, whereupon the traitor cried, *“’S mi fhemn a
th’ann! S ma fhein a th’ann!”’— Tt is 1! TtisI!”
“I know it 1s you,”’ replied the Smith, at the same
time striking off the dastard’s right ear, and placing
it in his trembling hand as he crossed the stream
ever since called Allt Gille Phadruig Gobha; ‘1
know 1t 1s you; deliver that letter to Mac Dhomhnuill
Duibh,* and tell him I shall breakfast with him
-at break of day.”” But before daybreak Mac

1The patronymic of Lochiel.
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Dhomhnuill Duibh had left the Castle, and was far on
his way to Lochaber.

Returning to the barn, the Smith found all his sons
dead, except the Gobha Crom. His heart broke with
sorrow, and before long the Glen of Urquhart knew
him no more.

Such is the story of the Big Smith of Polmaily as
it has come down to us through the mists of the past.
We do not find the hero’s name in the legal proceed-
ings which, as we shall see, followed the Great Raid;
but nevertheless they furnish a certain corroboration
of the tale, in so far as they show that among the
sufferers in Polmaily were—William, son of the
Smith ; Fair John, son of Donald, son of the Smith;
and Baak (Beathag), daughter of Gowroy, or the Red
Smith. It is thus beyond doubt that a race of
armourers flourished at Polmaily in the olden time;.
and the Gobha Mor of tradition is more than the mere
creation of Celtic imagination.?

So heinous an outrage as the Great Raid would
in stronger times have been avenged with fire and
sword; but the Kingdom was still suffering from the
disasters that closed the reign and the life of James
the Fifth; and the Regent Arran, who governed in
name of the infant Mary, Queen of Scots, was of an
casy temperament, and much disposed to let trouble-
some matters take therr course. A royal invasion
of Lochaber and the country of Clan Ranald was.

1 A sept of Macdonalds, in Urquhart, are still known as Sliochd a’
Ghobhainn Mhoir, the Race of the Big Smith. A spot near Tornashee
is known as Ceardaich a’ Ghobhainn Mhoir, the Big Smith’s Smithy.
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not to be looked for, and the proprietors of Urquhart
and Glenmoriston had to content themselves with an
appeal to the feeble arm of the law for what redress
was possible.

To avoid the multiplication of lawsuits, the
tenants made over their claims against the spoilers
to their respective lairds—the occupiers of the
Church lands of Achmonie assigning their rights
to Seumas nan Creach.  That Chief and Iam Mor
of Glenmoriston, thus armed with a ‘* title to sue,”
raised actions against Glengarry and his son and
young Lochiel, having first obtained from the Regent
a discharge of three half years’ feu-duties due by
them to the Crown, in respect that they had received
no rents from their lands ‘‘ since the burning of the
same. ™t

The original summonses, 1ssued under the royal
signet on 3rd August, 1546, are still preserved at
Castle Grant. The warrants to cite the defenders
are peculiar

a citation by open proclamation at the
cross of Inverness 1s to be held as effectual as per-
sonal ecitation, ““ becaus 1t 1s understand to the
Lordis of our Counsale that thair is na sure passage
to the dwelling-places nor personall presens of the
saidis persons.””  This singular provision, considering
the difficulty of making the Queen’s writ run to the
gates of the Black Castle of Invergarry and the
shores of Loch Arkaig, was one of no small impor-
tance to William Bayue, the sheriff-officer who was
entrusted with the service of the summonses.

1 See Discharge on p. 98, supra—footnote.
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Bayne did his duty at the cross, and the causes were
called before Alexander Baillie of Dunain, Constable
of Inverness, and John Cuthbert of Auldcastle,
Sheriffs-Depute of Inverness-shire, within the tol-
booth of the Highland Capital, on 22nd October,
1546. The defenders did not appear. The pursuers
attended personally, and so, doubtless, did their
plundered tenants. The Sheriffs took evidence of
the spoil and loss, and the defenders were ordained
to restore the cattle and effects, or to pay their value
and their “‘ profits’’ for sixteen months, amounting,
in the case of the Laird of Grant, to £10,770 13s 4d
Scots, and in the case of Glenmoriston, to £718 11s 1d
Scots.*

The defenders, who had thus become the legal
debtors of the Grants, were charged on the decrees.
They made no effort to restore the spoil or to pay its

1The following prices are mentioned in the proceedings, viz.:—
Great cattle, £2 per head; young cattle, from £1 6s 8d to £2 13s 4d;
calves, 6s 8d; horses and mares, £2 to £4; ewes, 4s; lambs, 1s 6d;
goats, 3s; kids, 1s 4d; oats, 10s per boll; barley, 20s per boll. The
profits are calculated on the following bases :—‘“ The profits of each
great cow above written by the space of the year aforesaid, extending
in milk, stirk, butter, and cheese to 13s 4d; the profit of each of the
cows for the space of four months beyond the said year, extending to
4s 5d ; of each young cow for the year, in milk, butter, and cheese, 10s,
and for the four months, 3s 4d each; of each horse for the year, in
labour, riding, and wages of leadings (conductionum), 30s, and for the
four months, 10s each; of each mare for the year, in foal and labour,
30s, and for the four months, 10s; of each ewe for the year, in wool,
butter, cheese, and lamb, 6s 8d, and for the four months, 2s 2d; of
each wether for the year and four months, in wool, extending to 16
pence; of each goat for the year, in kids and milk, 6s 8d, and for the
four months, 2s 2d; of each goose for the year, 5s, and for the four
months, 20 pence; of each pig for the year, 20s, and for the four
months, 6s 8d.”" The money is Scots. For its value in money sterling
see footnote 1, p. 69.
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value ; and Bayne, the sheriff-officer, having failed, or
never seriously tried, to find any personal property
belonging to them which he could poind or distrain,
went to certain of their lands on 21st and 22nd April,
1547, and “* denounced >’ the same to be *“ apprised ™’
to the Lairds of Grant and Glenmoriston in satisfaction
of the amounts due to them.! Bayne doubtless got
through this dangerous formality in the enemy’s
country with all the secrecy and despatch in his power.
The next step in the process was more to his liking.
On the Clach-na-cudain of his own burgh he could
crow loudly, with less risk to his throat; and on the
26th of the same month he publicly proclaimed the
apprising at the market cross of Inverness, and called
upon the distant debtors to appear before the Sheriffs
on the 20th of May, to witness the formal transfer of
their estates to the Lairds of Grant and Glenmoriston.
To this summons they naturally made no response;
and, in their absence, the lands were apprised by an
assize of twenty-one men of probity and position,?
who were solemnly ‘“ sworn on the holy evangels of
God”’ to do justice between man and man without

1The Charters of Apprising, recorded in the Register of the Great
Seal (see pp. 97, 98, supra, foot notes), afford excellent examples of
the ancient process of ‘“ apprising,” by which heritable or real pro-
perty was attached for debt.

2They were—David Falconar of Halkertown, John Hay of Park,
Robert Munro of Foulis, Thomas Brodie of that Ilk, Thomas Dingwall
of Kildun, John Chisholm of Comar, Thomas Macculloch of Plaids,
‘George Strachan of Culloden, Alexander Mackenzie of Fairburn, John
Symson (¥Fraser) of Erchit, Duncan Bayne of Tulloch, William
Denoon of Petmely, Alexander Dallas of Cantray, Alexander Ross of
Little Ellan, Hugh Ross of Auchnacloich, John McEane McComas in
Auchnashellach, Robert McCallane in Inverlael, Murdoch Dow
McCoule, Murdoch Glas, Walter Innes, and Robert Falconer.
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fear or favour. To Seumas nan Creach were assigned
extensive tracts of country in Lochalsh, Lochcarron,
Lochbroom, Glengarry, and Morar, the property of
Alasdair Mac Ian ’Ic Alasdair and his son, and lands
in Lochalsh and Kishorn, and the castle of Strome,
and the office of Constable thereof, belonging to Ewen
Cameron; while Iain Mor received certain subjects in
Lochalsh belonging to Lochiel, and lands in Loch-
carron belonging to Glengarry and his son.? Charters
from the voung Queen were granted to the Lairds,
subject to the debtors’ right to redeem the properties
by paving the amounts due within seven years.  Of
this privilege they did not choose to take advantage,
and, on the expiry of the period of redemption, the
charters became absolute.

The two lairds of Urquhart and Glenmoriston were
never able to take actual possession of the territories
to which they had thus acquired what the old High-
landers contemptuously called a sheepskin right; and,
with the exception of Lochbroom, which was made

1The lands apprised were—To the Laird of Grant, the twelve merk
lands of old extent of Lochalsh, the four merk lands of Lochcarron,
the twenty merk lands of Lochbroom, the third part of lands of Glen-
garry, Drynach, and isle and house of Sleismenane of Glengarry, and
the twelve merk lands of Morar, all belonging to old Glengarry, in
frank tenement and liferent, and to his son Angus in fee and heritage;
the thirteen merk lands of Kishorn, with the castle and fortalice
thereof, commonly called the Strome, and the nine merk lands of
Lochalsh, all belonging to Lochiel; and to Iain Mor, the five merk
lands of Lochalsh, belonging to Lochiel, and comprehending the half
davach lands of Auchindarroch and Lundy, the half davach lands of
Fernaig-mor, half of the half davach lands of Fernaig-beg, Fynnman,
and Auchecroy; and two and one-half merk lands of Lochearron,
pertaining to the Glengarries, and consisting of the half of the half
davach lands of Achnashellach, the half of the davach half of the lands
of Dalmartyne. and the half of the davach lands of Torridon.
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over to Mackenzie of Kintail in 1570, these were 1n
the end all surrendered to their de facto owners. But
the royal grants had the effect of bringing Lochiel to
a more reasonable frame of mind, and of somewhat
lowering that high disdain with which he had
hitherto regarded the majesty of the law.  On the
10th of October, 1548, he met his uncles, Seumas
nan Creach and Iain Mor, at Convinth, in presence
of John Mackenzie of Kintail, Kenneth Mackenzie
of Brahan, Alexander Mackenzie of Fairburn, and
others, and gave friendly assurances which resulted
i a new treaty. Lochiel undertook to keep ** truely
his kindness and fidelity *’ to his uncle and his heirs,
especially in connection with the lands of Urquhart
and Glenmoriston, and to aid him in all manner of
actions against all mortals, except the Queen and
the Earl of Huntly, and the Laird of Mackintosh,
to whom he had recently given his bond of manrent;
and the Laird of Grant agreed that, during his
nephew’s good behaviour, the latter should uplift
and enjoy the rents and profits of the lands apprised
from him, and that they should not be alienated
from him, except under the advice of Mackenzie of
Kintail and his son Kenneth, the Laird’s son—John
Grant of Mulben—Iain Mor, and others, the Laird’s
““ well-advised friends.”” Grant wrote his name like
a scholar, but the penman’s art was incompatible
with the wild dignity of Lochiel, and his hand was
““led at the pen”’ by Mr James Farquharson, that

priest of Urquhart whom he had helped to spuilzie in
the raid of 15451

1See the contract, in Chiefs of Grant, III., 102.
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Two considerations weighed with Seumas nan
Creach in entering into this treaty—solicitude for
the peace of Urquhart and Glenmoriston, and a
painful conviction of his inability to uplift the rents
of the Western territories. As a matter of fact,
notwithstanding some efforts to make his nominal
right to the apprised lands a reality, he never
derived any benefit from them. In 1549 he made
formal complaint that his tenants in Morar, Glen-
garry, Lochbroom, Lochcarron, and Lochalsh, paid
him no rent, and that without his consent they
““ daylie fischis in his watteris and fischingis therof

and distroyls his growand treis of his
woddis sua that the samyn woddis are all
utterlie failzeit;”’ and, in consequence, letters under
the Queen’s signet were issued on 27th November
of that year, ordering the Crown officers to assist
him in dealing with the tenants.®  But no improve-
ment followed. The castle of Strome—the grey
ruins of which are still a picturesque feature in the
landscape of Lochcarron—continued to be held by
his opponents, who were resolved to raze it to the
ground rather than let it fall into his hands. On
24th June, 1553, roval letters were issued com-
manding them to deliver it up to its lawful owner.?
But the command was not obeyed; and on 26th
August the troubled career of Seumas nan Creach
came to an end.

Tis son and heir, John Grant, lost no time in
obtaining a precept for infefting himself in the

1 Chief of Grant, I., 114. 21bid, I., 115.
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Western territories.? His object seems to have
been to put himself in the position of being able to
. dispose of them for a consideration. In 1570, he
made over the Lochbroom portion to Mackenzie of
Kintail, who married his daughter Barbara; and a
year later he agreed to transfer to Angus of Glen-
garry his interest in that glen, and in Morar,
Lochalsh, and Lochcarron.? The formal conveyance
to Angus was never executed—probably he did not
press for a sheepskin title—and Grant’s son and
successor, John, undertook on 14th June, 1586, to
infeft the Laird of Mackintosh in the same lands in
consideration of an obligation by that Chief ‘‘ to keep,
preserve, and defend the lands of Urquhart, Glen-
moriston, and all other lands and roums pertaining
to the said John Grant of Freuchie, and his fore-
saids from all herschips [incursions], damage, and
inconveniences [that] may be committed or done
thereto in time coming by the Clan-Chameron, Clan-
Ranald, or any others, as he does his own lands and
bounds.’”® No infeftment, however, took place, and
four years later Mackintosh voluntarily renounced
his right to the undesirable possessions.* In 1597
they were claimed by Angus’ son, Donald of Glen-
garry, and the matter was referred to arbitration,
with the result that in 1600 the Laird of Grant
conveyed them to Donald in feu-farm,® and thus
parted for ever with estates which, since their
1 Chiefs of Grant, I., 127. 21bid, I., 143.

3See Agreement in Chiefs of Grant, III., 158.
41bid, III., 176— f2otnote. 5Ibid, I., 177.
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acquisition in 1547, had only served to involve his
family in trouble and expense.

Of the connection of the Grants of Glenmoriston
with the lands apprised to them there is not so
much to tell.  Tain Mor died a few weeks after he
obtained his charter, and until the year 1611, when
his grandson, Tain Mor a’ Chaisteil, was served heir
therein,’ no attempt appears to have been made to
preserve even the semblance of a right to them. Iain
Mor a’ Chaisteill’s title was duly recorded, but the
old possessors continued to keep a firm grip of the
soil; and in time the Lairds of Glenmoriston tacitly
surrendered a right which they were utterly unable
to enforce.

The death of John Grant, first of Glenmoriston—
or ‘‘ of Culeabock,”” as he was better known 1n his own
day—occurred in 1548, his brother of Corrimony
having predeceased him in 1533.° A man of great
energy and prudence, whose counsel was much sought
by his neighbours, he attained to a position of great
influence and power, and, in the end, died the proud
proprietor of Glenmoriston, Culecabock, Knockin-
tional (on which the Inverness Barracks now stand),
the Haugh, Carron, Wester Elchies, and Kinchurdie
m Strathspey, and the holder of less substantial
rights in the Western Highlands. His first wife was

1 Origines Parochiales, I1., 396.

2 He is said to have died in September, 1548 (Chiefs of Grant, I.,
522); but he was alive in October of that year (p. 109, supra). He was
dead before 9th December, when the ward of his lands of Culcabock
was given to James Grant of Freuchie (Antiquarian Notes, 354).

3 Chiefs of Grant, I., 515.



OLDEN TIMES IN THE PARISH 113

Elizabeth, or Isabella, Innes, daughter of Walter
Innes, and grand-daughter of Sir Robert Innes of
that Ik, by whom he had one daughter, Isabella.
Divorcing her, he entered into a union with Agnes,
daughter of William Fraser, son of Thomas, fourth
Lord Lovat. This lady and himself were within the
forbidden degrees of affinity; and so, with the object
of removing the impediment and giving their children
the status of legitimacy, he obtained, in 1544, a
papal dispensation absolving her and himself from
the crime of incest, enjoining on them a ‘‘ salutary
penance,’”’ granting liberty to solemnise their mar-
riage in face of the Church, and declaring their
children legitimate, whether born or to be born.!
‘Of the union thus sanctioned by the Pope there was
at least one son, Patrick, who succeeded his father
n his whole possessions, except Carron and Wester
Elchies, which were respectively left to Iain Mor’s
natural sons, John Roy, and James.?

The precautions taken in connection with the
marriage of Iain Mor and Agnes Fraser secured the
succession to Patrick.  No sooner was the old laird
laid in his grave than John Grant of Ballindalloch
applied to the Queen for a grant of Glenmoriston,
on the ground that he had died without lawful heirs
male, and that the estate had therefore fallen to the
Crown. The application was granted, apparently
without enquiry into the allegations on which it was
based, and a royal charter was issued in favour of

1See the dispensation, in Invernessiana, 217.
2 Chiefs, I., 522.
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Ballindalloch and his wife Barbara Gordon on 4th
March, 1548—or 1549, according to modern com-
putation.®  Young Patrick’s half-brothers, however,
stoutly resisted this attempt to rob him of his
mmheritance, and a feud arose, in course of which
Ballindalloch was slain.  His claims were taken up
by his son without success. In 15566, Patrick was
served heir to Jain Mor in the Barony of Glenmoriston,
and three vears later he completed his title to
Culcabock and the other Inverness possessions.?
John Grant, Seumas nan Creach’s son and
successor, was served heir to his father in the estate
of Urquhart in October, 1553.°*  Under the charter
of 1509 a double feu-duty was payable to the Crown
on his entry ; but the Glen still suffered from the effects
of the Great Raid, and on 6th April, 1554, the pay-
ment was remitted.® John’s estates were, indeed, still
a prey to neighbouring clans. To enable him more
effectually to punish offenders, Mary of Guise, Queen

1 Reg. Mag. Sig. 2 Chiefs of Grant, I., 522.

3 Seumas nan Creach left a will and an inventory of his moveable
estate, both written in Lalin by Mr James Farquharson, priest of
Urquhart. The farm of Kil St Ninian, which extended from
Abriachan to Drumbuie, was in his own hands, and the stock, &ec.,
thereon consisted of 80 bolls of oats, valued at £80 Scots, including
fodder; 8} bolls of barley, worth, with fodder, £16; 20 plough oxen
(boves arabiles), valued at £40; 20 great cattle, valued at £40; 8
young cattle, two and three-year-old, worth £6 8s; 5 calves, £2; 64
““wild,”” or unbroken mares, worth £214 6s 8d; 18 foals, valued at
£27; and certain household effects and farm plenishing. It was at
Kil St Ninian (Temple-House), that the Lairds of Grant’s tenants
paid their money rent, and delivered the rent which they paid in
kind. Hence it was called the Grange of Kil St Ninian as early as
1513.

4 Chiefs of Grant, I., 127.
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Regent, appointed him Justiciar of the Crown within
the bounds of Strathspey, Urquhart, Glenmoriston,
and Strathdoun—bounds which his commission
describes as filled with ‘¢ divers homicides, murders,
thefts, oppressions or sornings, reset of theft, and
open or strong-handed rapine . . . to the extreme
depredation and destruction of our poor and faithful
lieges who inhabit the same.”’* The Justiciar entered
on his duties with vigour—in one instance causing
certain evildoers, whom he could not apprehend
““ quick,’” to be brought in dead, and presenting their
heads to the Queen Regent, at Inverness.?

It was during these troublous times that the
doctrines of the Reformation began to create a
spirit of unrest among the Scottish people. The
work of the Reformers was greatly facilitated by the
unworthy lives of some of the clergy.  Among the
dignitaries who helped to bring disgrace and disaster
on the old establishment was Patrick Hepburn,
Bishop of Moray. On him the vow of celibacy lay
lightly; and for his numerous illegitimate children
he made ample worldly provision by alienating the
anclent heritage of the Church. Having, as far
back as 1544,° disposed of Abriachan to Hugh, Lord
Lovat, he resolved to deal in the same manner with
its companion estate of Achmonie. That property
was let to John Mac Gillies, or Mackay, and his wife,
Katherine Ewen Canycht, for nineteen years from

1 Chiefs of Grant, III., 116.
2 Invernessiana, 224. 3Reg. Morav., 410.
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Whitsunday, 1554.2 But the events that culminated
in the Reformation were moving rapidly, and before
the expiry of the first three years of the lease, Mackay
became owner of the estate. THaving paid *‘ a certain
great sum of money in advance,”’ and undertaken to
pay annually a feu-duty exceeding by the sum of £2
45 6d the rent previously paid, he got a charter from
the Bishop on 6th May, 1557, conveying the old
property, ‘‘with the brew-house [brasina] thereof
called Kilmichael,”” and including Kilmichael, Gara-
beg, Wester Ballachraggan, Drumcore, Breakrie-riach
and Rivoulich on the borders of Abriachan, and their
hill grounds to the marches of Kiltarlity, to himself
and his wife and the survivor of them in liferent,
and to their son Duncan and his heirs male in fee.?
The other Church lands in Urquhart fell to the Laird
of Grant. In 1556 Mary, Queen of Scots, presented
Sir John Donaldson to the chaplainry of St Ninian,
and the lands of Pitkerrald Chapel, and the crofts of
St Drostan, St Adamnan, and St Ninian; and gave
him the custody of the sacred relics of St Drostan.?
It was the last exercise of the right of patronage in
our Parish under the ancient rule. In 1560 the oid
Church was overthrown. For its temporal possessions
there was a great scramble among those who had

1See lease—Appendix C. A curious error occurs in the abstract
of the lease printed in the Register of Moray (p. 393), where Katherine
Ewen Canycht—i.e., Katherine, daughter of Ewen the Merchant—is
called Katherine, Lady (Domina) Carrycht. The error is repeated in
the notice of the charter to the Mackays in 1557 (p. 394). Ewen
Canycht’s name appears among the sufferers in the Great Raid of 1545.

2 See charter—Appendix D.

3 See presentation and relative writs, in Chiefs of Grant, III.,
121-4.
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CHAPTER VII
1560—1626

The Camerons and Clan Ranald plan another Raid.—

. Mackintosh® and Mackenzie of Kintail ordered to protect
the Parish.—League of Loyalty to Queen Mary.—The
Men of Urquhart and Glenmoriston in Arms for her.—
Their March into the South.—Urquhart Feu-duties
applied toward the Queen’s Maintenance in Lochleven
Castle.—Patrick Grant of Glenmoriston invades Ard-
clach.—He marries the Thane of Cawdor’s Daughter.—
The Thane builds Invermoriston House.—Iain Mor a’
Chaisteil of Glenmoriston.—His Combat with an English-
man.—His Fir Candles in London.—His Influence and
Acquisitions.—Appointed Chamberlain of Urquhart.—
He murders a Packman.—Criminal Letters against him.
—Feud between the Macdonalds and the Mackenzies.—
The Raid of Kilchrist.—The Conflict of Lon-na-Fala.—
Allan of Lundie’s Leap.—The Murder of the Mason of
Meall-a’-Ghro.—Bonds of Friendship between the Laird
of Grant, and Glengarry, and Allan of Lundie.—A Big
Timber Transaction.—The Laird saves Allan.

IN the olden times the wild inhabitants of Lochaber
and the country of Clan Ranald looked on the fair
reaches of Urquhart and Glenmoriston as a legiti-
mate field for cateran adventure as often as the
depleted glens were again fairly filled with cattle.
It was to those Western reivers that the ‘‘laying
waste >’ referred to in the Exchequer accounts of
1478 and 1479 was greatly due. We saw them
clearing Urquhart in 1513, and again in 1545.
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They now began to think of another foray. Ewen
Cameron of Lochiel, who took so prominent a part
in the Great Raid, died about the year 1554, leaving
his estates to his brother Donald Dubh, who, n
his turn, was succeeded by his nephew, Allan.
Allan was a mere child, and his grand-uncles, Ewen
Cameron of Erracht, and John Cameron of Kin-
Lochiel, constituted themselves leaders of the clan,
and, as a bid for popular favour, prepared to
invade our Parish in conjunction with their old
allies the Clan Ranald. A hint of their design, how-
ever, reached the Laird of Grant, and he lost no
time in seeking the protection of the Crown as his
feudal superior.  His appeal was not made in vain.
Signet letters, charging the chiefs of Mackintosh and
Kintail to assist him in defending the menaced lands,
were issued on lst March, 1567, in name of King
James the Sixth, whose mother was now a prisoner in
Lochleven Castle.

“ Forasmuch,’” says this writ,! *“ as it 15 humbly
complained and shown to us by our lovite John
‘Grant of Freuchie, that whereas he has the lands of
Urquhart and Glenmoriston, with their pertinents,
pertaining to him in feu-farm, heritably holden of
us, as his infeftment thereupon purports; and as he
1s credibly informed divers wicked persons of the
Clan Ranald and Clan Cameron, conspired and con-
federated together, intend shortly to make incursions
upon the said John’s lands, and to burn, harry, and

1The spelling is here modernised. See Chiefs of Grant, ITI., 132,
for the writ in its criginal form.
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destroy his poor tenants and inhabitants thereof,
wherethrough the same shall be all laid waste and
desolate, not only to his great skaith and damage,
but to the hurt and detriment of us, the said lands
being of our property, which, being harried and laid
waste, we will want the feu mails [rents or duties ]
thereof ;* which limmars and wicked persons, notwith-
standing, would not be able to execute their malice
and cruelty if the great men and clans adjacent to
the said lands would concur with the said John’s
tenants in their defence when they are invaded, as
they in no way will without compulsion : our will is
herefore, and we charge you [i.e., the messengers or
officers of the law] straitly, and command, that,
immediately these our letters are seen, ve pass, and
in our name and authority command and charge
Lachlan Mackintosh of Dunachton, and Kenneth
Mackenzie of Kintail, and all others of the Clan
Chattan and Clan Kenzie, that they, at all times
when the said John Grant’s lands foresaid shall be
mvaded or pursued by the said limmars and wicked
persons, rise, pass forth, and defend the same with
all possible diligence, and in no way suffer or permit
the said lands, or his tenants dwelling thereon, to be
oppressed, sorned, harried, burnt, or destroyed by
them, as they will answer upon their duty and
obedience to us: with certification to them, if they
be found remiss or negligent therein, they shall be
reputed, holden, called, and pursued as partakers,
fortifiers, and maintainers of the said limmars and

1The feu duties were remitted after the raid of 1545.
See p. 105, supra.
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wicked persons m their cruelty and evil deeds, and
shall be punished therefor as if they had committed
the crimes themselves in their own proper persons.”

The choice of the Mackintoshes and the Mac-
kenzies as defenders of the Parish was a singularly
happy one. The Clan Kenneth had for some
generations been gradually extending their name
and sway on the West Coast, and there were, at the
time at which we have now arrived, territorial disputes
of a serious nature between themselves and the
Camerons and Clan Ranald. In like manner the Clan
Chattan had grave questions to settle with the race of
Lochiel in connection with the possession of Glenluie
and Loch-Arkaig; and with the Keppoch branch of
Clan Ranald in connection with certain lands in Brae-
Lochaber.  There was thus, notwithstanding the
formal style of the signet letters, no great ‘‘ com-
pulsion ’ required to set the Mackintoshes and the
Mackenzies at the throats of the would-be invaders
Happily the confederates recognised the fact, and
shrank from their threatened enterprise. ~ Urquhart
and Glenmoriston were spared; and the moral if not
active aid given by the Chief of Kintail was duly
rewarded in 1570, when he received in marriage the
Laird of Grant’s daughter, whose dower was her
father’s territory in Lochbroom.

Mary, Queen of Scots, who, as we have seen, was
a prisoner in Lochleven Castle when the letters for
the defence of Urquhart and Glenmoriston were
issued in name of her infant son, was soon forced
to abdicate in his favour, and to nominate her
half brother, the Earl of Moray, Regent during his
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minority.  The sympathies of the men of the North
were, however, with the ill-fated Queen, and these
measures did not meet with their approval. In
1568, the Earl of Huntly, the Laird of Grant, Ross
of Balnagown, Munro of Fowlis, the Laird of Maec-
kintosh, William Fraser of Struy, and certain others
subseribed a solemn obligation to *‘ defend the Queen’s
Majesty, our sovereign, In her authority, as faithful
and true subjects ought to do to their native
princess, and to acknowledge no other usurped
authority.”’ In May of that year the Queen escaped
from Lochleven, and, on her defeat at Langside,
fled into England; but Huntly still held out for
her, and with an army in which were the Laird
of Grant, Patrick Grant of Glenmoriston, John
Grant of Corrimony, William Grant in Borlum,
John Grant i Cartaly, and Alexander «alias Alasdair
Grant in Urquhart, followed doubtless by the youth
and valour of our Parish, went through the country
with “‘ displayit baneris ’—now marching through
the streets of Inverness, now disturbing the sober
citizens of Aberdeen, or creating terror among the
peaceable inhabitants of Fetteresso and the Haugh
of Meikleour.? But the Queen’s cause was not to
prosper, and these displays were of no avail.
Huntly surrendered to the Regent at St Andrews
m  May, 1569; the Laird of Grant submitted
at  Aberdeen on Tth June; his example was
speedily followed by Glenmoriston and Corrimony

1 Miscellany of Spalding Club, IV., 156.
2 Chiefs of Grant, ITI., 137.
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and their followers; and on 9th July a remission or
pardon was issued in name of the young King to
the Laird and his clan, including the Urquhart and
Glenmoriston Grants who have just been mentioned.*
The Queen’s supporters bowed to the inevitable, and
the unhappy lady, cast into prison by Elizabeth of
England, on whose compassion she had thrown
herself, was kept in weary continement until, after
the lapse of nineteen years, the headsman’s axe put
an end to her sufferings on the black scalfold of
Fotheringay .?

While Patrick Grant of Glenmoriston did what
he could for his Queen, he did not forget his own
interests. In 1564 Bishop Hepburn granted the
lands of Farness and Atnach, in the barony of Ard-
clach, to John Wood of Tillidivie. These lands,

1 Chiefs of Grant, III., 137.

20ur Parish is otherwise associated in an interesting manner
with the last days of Mary in Scotland. During her imprisonment in
Lochleven Castle, the sum of £172 was assigned out of the feu-duties
of Urquhart and Glenmoriston and other Crown lands held by the
Laird of Grant, to meet her expenses there. In reference to this, the
Regent wrote as follows to the Laird on 23rd August, 1569 : —

““ Rieht Traist freynd, efter hertlie commendatioun : Forsamekle
as the tyme the Quene, moder to our Souerane Lord, remanyt in
Lochlevin, thair wes assignit to ane part of the furnessing and
prouisioun of her house, the soume of ane hundreth three scoir twelf
pundis money of the fewmales [feu-mails or fen-duties]| of the lands
of Vrquhart, Glenmoreistoun and vtheris the Kingis landis, (uhairof
ye ar fewair; and seeing our bhrother, the Lard of Lochleviu, maid
the expenssis and yit wanttis the pament, it is our will, and we
desire yow that ye faill not to deliuer the said sowme of je. Ixxij. H.
to our said brother, the Lard of Lochlevin, or ony in his name,
presentar of this letter to yow, and the same sowme salbe thankfullie
diffesit . . .”

The payment was in the same month made to William Douglas of
Lochlevin, whose receipt, with the above letter, is still preserved at
‘Castle Grant.
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apparently, were in the possession of Glenmoriston’s
illegitimate brother, John Roy of Carron, who held
them by duchas, or unwritten hereditary title, and
who had acquired what right he had from his father,
Iain Mor. John quietly gave them up to Wood; but
Glenmoriston conceived that he had an interest in
them as his father’s heir, and, by way of asserting his
right, invaded the disputed territory on its sale to
Hugh Rose of Kilravock in 1567, and slew and harried
the tenants. After °“ much jarring,”’ the matter was
referred to the judgment of Lord Lovat and John
Gordon of Carnborrow, who decided in favour of
Kilravock and ordained the Laird of Grant, as Glen-
moriston’s chief, to put an end to the broils in order
that Rose might enjoy the lands in peace.

Patrick married Beatrice, daughter of Archibald
Campbell of Cawdor, with whom he 1s said to have
become acquainted while attending the then noted
school of Petty. Tradition tells that her father,
visiting the young couple at Tom-an-t-Sabhail,?
was so affected with the meanness of their wicker
dwelling that he offered to build them a house at
Invermoriston, more befitting the daughter of the
Thane of Cawdor.  The offer was accepted; skilled
workmen were imported from the Thane’s country;
and Patrick and his wife removed to Invermoriston,
which has ever since been the family seat.’

1Reg. Morav., 405; Family of Kilravock (Spalding Club), 77.

2 Barn-hill—a knoll on the south side of the river Moriston, oppo-
site Duldreggan.

3 Before the mansion-house was built on its present site there was
probably a tower on Torran-an-Tur (Tower Hill) at Invermoriston.
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Patrick, from whom his successors took the
patronymic Mac Phadruig, or Mac ’Ic Phadruig, died
in 1581, and was succeeded by his son John, who
soon became one of the most prominent men of his
time in the Highlands of Scotland. Like his grand-
father, he was a man of great stature, and, like him,
too, he was known as Ilain Mor—DBig John—to
which the words a’ Chaisteil—of the Castle—were
subsequently added, in allusion to the part he took
in adding to and strengthening the house of Inver-
moriston. Of Jain Mor a’ Chaistell’s marvellous
strength local seanachies have not yet ceased to tell.
During a visit to Edinburgh, says one tradition, he
was tempted to enter the lhsts against an English
champion, whose insulting challenge no one else had
the courage to accept. At the outset the com-
batants, as was customary, shook hands, when, to
the amazement of the spectators, Iain Mor crushed
the Englishman’s hand into a jelly, and so ended his
boasting.

At another time, when he was in London,! some
one sneeringly referred in his presence to the ¢ fir-
candles ’’ of his native Glen—

¢ Gleanna min Moireastuinn,
Far nach ith na coin na coinnlean !”’ 2

The Laird retorted by defying the scoffer to
produce in London a more elegant candlestick, or
more brilhant lights, than he could bring from his
Highland estate. A wager followed, and Iain

1He was in London in 1631 and 1632.
2 Glenmoriston the smooth, where the dogs cannot eat the candles !’
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Mor despatched a servant to the North with a
message for the stalwart Iain Mac Eobhain Bhain—
a Glenmoriston bard distinguished alike for keen
wit and manly beauty. At the appointed time Tain
Mor’s opponent appeared with a magnificent silver
candelabrum furnished with the finest of wax
candles.  Glenmoriston had no such work of art to
show; but on a given signal the bard stepped into
the chamber, dressed in Highland garb, and holding
aloft blazing torches of the richest pines of Corri-
Dho. The effect on the astonished spectators was
even greater than the proud Glenmoriston had
ventured to hope, and he was declared the victor
with acclamation.

Tain Mor a’ Chaisteil’s temperament and char-
acter suited the rough times in which he lived, and
he early acquired great influence among his con-
temporaries. In disputes between his neighbour-
lairds he was constantly appealed to. He was
one of the justices and commissioners appointed by
King James the Sixth in 1592 to suppress disorders
among the Clan Ranald;y* and in 1622 he was
employed in a similar capacity against Lochiel.?  He
extended his territorial possessions by acquiring the
forest of Clunie and Glenloyne in wadset from the
Laird of Grant;? by obtaining a similar title in
July, 1624,% to certain lands in Urqubart, including
Balmacaan, where he had already resided for a

1 See the Commission, in Chiefs of Grant, ITI., 181.

2Ibid., 335. 31Ibid., 427.
4 Memorandum, dated 1681, at Castle Grant.
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number of years; and by acquiring in the same year
the lands of Pitkerrald, which, however, he only
held for a short time. To add to his influence, the
Laird of Grant appointed him chamberlain and baron-
bailie of Urquhart—an office which made him virtual
master of the whole Parish, and placed the lives and
fortunes of its inhabitants in his hand.

Tain Mor’s power and influence notwithstanding,
his name has come down to us associated with as
mean a murder as was ever committed by a man of
his position. In September, 1602, Donald Mac
Finlay Vie Norosiche, ‘‘ merchant’—one of those
travelling traders who in past days ministered to the
wants of the country people—was passing through
Glenmoriston on his way to or from Kintail.
With Finlay Mac Iain Roy, residing at Invermoriston,
and Alexander Dubh Mac Iain Roy, his brother, Big
John of the Castle waylaid the humble packman
““upone the landis of Glenmoriestoun,”” bound his
hands behind his back, carried him as ‘ ane male-
factour’’ into a wood, where, ‘‘ as hangmen,”’ they
hanged him on a tree, and so ‘* wirriet him to deid "’
—strangled him to death. Then cutting down the
quivering body, they ‘‘with thair durkis gaif him
dyverse straikis in the breist and bellie, to the
effusione of his blood in grit quantitie;’’ and, having
thus despatched their vietim, they placed the body
beneath a ‘‘ burn-brae ’’—the overhanging bank of a
stream—ypressed down the earth upon it, and so buried
it out of sight.
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Tidings of the dastardly deed soon reached the
ears of the murdered man’s friends in Kintail, and
his brother, Finlay Mac Finlay Vie Norosyche,
resolved to bring the perpetrators to justice. But
the law was slow to move against a Highland
chieftain in the olden time, and twenty long years
vanished into the past before Finlay had the
satisfaction of seeing 1ts cumbrous machinery in
motion. At last, criminal letters at the Iinstance
of himself and Sir William Oliphant, the Lord
Advocate, were served on Glenmoriston and his
accomplices; and, on 2nd July, 1623, the cause was
called in Edinburgh, before Alexander Colville,
Justice-Depute.  The accused, however, failed to
appear, and their surety, Patrick Grant of Carron,
was ordained to pay a fine of 700 merks, being 500
in respect of Iain Mor’s non-appearance, and 100 for
the absence of each of his associates.! And with
this payment the outraged majesty of the law was
appeased. Big John not only moved about free and
unmolested, but made his way to Court, and found
favour with the King;? while Finlay Mac Finlay Vie
Norosyche was left to meditate in the solitudes of
Kintail on the evils summed up in his own Gaelic
proverb, Is cam ’s is direach an lagh—Crooked as
well as straight 1s the law.

Our Parish was soon to be the scene of a greater
tragedy than the murder of the merchant of Kintail.
We have seen how, in 1600, the Laird of Grant
finally gave up to Macdonald of Glengarry his right

1 Piteairn’s Criminal Trials. 2 See next chapter.
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to the lands of Strome; and reference has been made
to the disputes that arose between the Clan Ranald
and the Mackenzies regarding their possessions on
the West Coast.  These disputes had now ripened
into a deadly feud. In 1602 the Mackenzies wrested
the castle of Strome from the Macdonalds, who,
under the leadership of Allan Dubh, the young son
and heir of Ranald Mac Ranald of Lundie, resolved
to have their revenge. Allan began by travelling
through the Mackenzie country in the guise of a
pedlar; and having thus made himself acquainted
with the scenes of his intended operations, he, in
September, 1603, led a party of Glengarrymen into
the district of Redcastle. Tradition relates how
he arrived on a Sunday morning at the church of
Kilchrist, and, finding it full of Mackenzies, quickly
surrounded it with his men, and set it on fire; and
how the distracted worshippers, as they endeavoured
to escape, were received on the swords and dirks of
the Macdonalds, whose piper strutted to and fro,
playing an impromptu pibroch, which, under the
name of ‘‘ Kilchrist,”” has ever since been the war-
tune of Glengarry. Allan, as a matter of course,
lifted cattle and gave houses to the flames—burning
even the minister’s ‘‘librarie and buikes ’—and then
retired by Beauly and Glenconvinth with a booty of
horses and cattle.

On his way through Glen-Urquhart he rested his
men and spoil on the level moss at the base of Meal-
fuarvonie, which for ages furnished the people of
Wester Bunloit with their winter’s fuel. But his

9
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repose was short. Like the fiery cross, the flames of
Kilchrist drew the Mackenzies from far and near;
and a large number were soon on the track of the
Glengarrymen. As the Mackenzies rounded the
south-eastern shoulder of Mealfuarvonie, they saw
the Macdonalds on the plain below—ever since
known by the name of Lon-na-Fala, the Meadow of
Blood—and swooped down upon them with shouts
of revenge.  For a time the Glengarrymen bravely
withstood the onslaught; but they were weary and
outnumbered, and Allan Mac Ranald had to seek
safety in flight, leaving the bulk of his followers dead
or dying. Wounded and weak, and pursued by his
enemies, he darted across the moor in the direction
of Loch Ness, until, after a run of about half a mile,
he suddenly found himself on a spur of the rock of
Craig Giubhais, from which there was apparently no
escape. To the left, and overhanging the shores of
the loch, was the precipitous face of the Craig, which
it was impossible to descend alive; to the right, and
curving round in front of him, yawned the wide and
deep gorge through which the burn of Allt-Giubhais
forces its way; behind, the eager Mackenzies were
at his very heels. Allan had but a moment for
decision. Retracing his steps for a few paces, he
again flew towards the gorge, and, bounding across
1t, landed safely on a pretty green slope which 1is
known as Ruidhe-a’-Bhada-Ghiubhais. His foremost
pursuer attempted to follow; but his toes barely
touched the opposite bank, and, falling backwards, he
seized a young tree, to which he clung for his life.
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Quick as thought Allan turned back, and with one
stroke of his sword severed the strained sapling,
and sent the brave Mackenzie to the bottom, a
mangled corpse. ‘I have left much with your race
to-day,’’ said he to his victim, as he struck the plant—
““ T have left much with your race to-day, let me leave
them that also.”” !

But Allan was not yet out of danger. The
Mackenzies, seeing the fate of their too daring com-
panion, retreated for a few yards up the stream, and
crossed 1t at Beala-nan-Clach—the Stony Ford.
Down the steep and wooded slopes of Ruiskich,
Allan and his pursuers went until they reached Loch
Ness. Plunging in, Mac Ranald swam away from his
disappointed enemies, and was picked up by Fraser of
Foyers, who had seen him enter the water. From
Foyers he found his way to an 1sland in his own Loch
Lundie, where he concealed himself. In time the
Mackenzies came to know of his retreat, and a large
company of them marched to Glengarry, carrying
with them a boat of the light description known in
Gaelic as coit. Fording the river Moriston at Wester
Inverwick, they rested at the rock still called Craig-a’- -
Choit—the Rock of the Boat—and then crossed the
mountains to Loch Lundie. They launched their
coit and searched the island; but Allan had been
warned of their approach, and was now in the

1By the Glen-Urquhart people the chasm is called Leum a’
Cheannaiche—the Merchant’s Leap—in allusion to the character
assumed by Mac Ranald. In Glenmoriston it is called Lenm Ailein
Mhic Raonail—Allan Mac Ranald’s Leap.
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recesses of Meall-a’-Ghro, where, with the assistance
of a friendly mason, he made himself a place of
shelter between two ledges of a rock.!

The dangers through which he had passed, and
the hardships which he had endured, made him
suspicious even of his solitary companion; and when
the lowly hut was finished, he struck off the mason’s
head as he crawled out on all-fours. Allan escaped
the vengeance of the Mackenzies, but he was ever
after the victim of remorse. *‘ For the burning of
Kilchrist,”” said he, *“ T hope for pardon; but I cannot
meet at the Judgment the faithful friend whom I
treacherously slew on Meall-a’-Ghro.”’

We have seen that the proprietors of Urquhart
early realised the wisdom of forming alliances with
their troublesome Western neighbours. The policy
which led the Bard to enter into a bond of friendship
with Lochiel in 1520 was followed by his grandson,
who concluded a somewhat similar treaty with
Angus Mac Alasdair of Glengarry in 1571. By
this latter contract Glengarry obliged himself to
cause his son, Donald Mac Angus ’Ic Alasdair, to
marry the Laird of Grant’s daughter, Helen, and to
deliver to the Laird * ane sufficient bond of manrent
(uhilk maye justlie stand by the law of this realme,”’
and by which Glengarry and his successors and

1 The traditional account here given of the invasion of Glengarry
by the Mackenzies is not without truth. The first Lord Cromartie
records that his grandfather, Sir Rorie Mackenzie of Coigeach, tutor
or guardian to Colin, second Lord Mackenzie of Kintail, ““invaded
Glengarry, who was again recollecting his forces, but at his coming
they dissipat and fled. He pursued Glengarry to Blairy in Moray,
where he took him ’—that is, Blairy in Glenmoriston in the Province
of Moray.—Fraser’s Earls of Cromartie, p. xxxi.
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kindred would be bound to serve Grant and his
heirs in their quarrels, and especially to protect the
lands and inhabitants of Urquhart and Glen-
moriston.  The treaty was renewed with Donald
Mac Angus in 1597, and again in 1600, when Grant
made over to him in feu-farm the castle and lands
of Strome. At the time of the Raid of Kilchrist
Glengarry was thus in the position of vassal to
Grant; while Grant was on the other hand feudally
bound to protect Glengarry and his kinsmen of
Lundie, ‘‘as becumis ane superiour to do to his
wassall.”’?  Allan Mac Ranald’s exploits at Kilchrist
called for the superior’s intervention; but the wily
proprietor of Urquhart set himself, not to bring
the offender to justice, but to befriend him and his
family, and so to bring them all the more effectually
under his own influence and control. On 23rd
July, 1606, Allan and his father met the Laird
at Balmacaan, and signed a bond of mutual assist-
ance and defence, by which they bound themselves
to serve and assist Allan Cameron of Lochiel, who
was also present, in such manner as Grant might
‘“ command or bid them by word or writ.”’? The
friendship with the Lundies was carefully fostered
by the Laird during the rest of his life, and by his
son, Sir John Grant, who succeeded him. Allan
Mac Ranald and Sir John strengthened the alliance
by entering into an interesting mercantile trans-
action. The family of Lundie possessed woods in
Morar of great natural value, but which were utterly

1 Chiefs of Grant, III., 197. 2 Chiefs of Grant, III., 203.
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unprofitable in consequence of the ravages of thieving
neighbours, and of the difficulty of getting merchants
to risk their lives in the attempt to cut down and
remove the timber.  Sir John had experience as a
seller of timber on his own well-wooded estates; and
he resolved to try his fortune with the woods of Morar.
In 1622, the lands which these covered were let to
him by Allan and his father on a lease for thirty-one
years, while he undertook to cut down the timber
pradually, to bring it to market, and to pay Allan and
his heirs ‘‘ the tua part’’ (one half) of the price to
be obtained for it.!

Among those who suffered from the evil deeds of
the Macdonalds at Kilchrist was Mr John Mac-
kenzie, minister of Killearnan; and no sooner was
Allan placed in possession of his family estate
than the minister took steps to obtain some
satisfaction for his losses. Letters were issued at
the instance of himself and the Lord Advocate
charging Lundie with having slain several of the
minister’s tenants on the lands of Kilchrist; burnt
and destroyed twenty-seven dwelling-houses thereon,
with the barns, byres, and kilns belonging thereto;
burnt and destroyed the reverend gentleman’s whole
library and books, with 400 bolls of oats and 160
bolls of bear belonging to him; and stolen seventy
oxen and other cattle, and nine horses, including
the minister’s own best horse. Mac Ranald’s part in
the raid was too notorious to admit of defence, and
he refrained from appearing in court. In his

1 Chiefs of Grant, III., 425.
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CHAPTER VIII
1603—1640

The Proscribed Macgregors seek Shelter in Urquhart and
Glenmoriston.—Their Harbourers Fined.—Their Evil
Influence on the Men of Urquhart.—Doule Shee’s Raid.
—Commission of Fire and Sword.—Housebreaking at
Balmacaan.—The Carron and Ballindalloch Feud.—
Career of Seumas an Tuim.—His Supporters in Urquhart
and Glenmoriston.—The Castle Repaired.—The Clan
Chattan in Urquhart.—Their Friends Prosecuted.—The
Earl of Moray persecutes Grant of Glenmorison.—Grant
visits the King, and His Majesty Intervenes.—Death of
Glenmoriston and the Laird of Grant.—The Story of the
Covenant.—The Covenant subscribed by the Lairds of
Grant and Glenmoriston.—Opposed by the Parish Minister
and Lady Mary Ogilvy, Liferentrix of Urquhart.—A
Short Conflict.—The Minister Yields.—Attempts to stent
Urquhart for the Army of the Covenant.—Lady Mary’s
Concessions.

DurinG the early years of the seventeenth century,
the Laird of Grant and his tenants and clansmen
fell into trouble in connection with the proscribed
Clan Gregor, whose wrongs and sufferings are still
the theme of many a plaintive Gaelic song. Before
the beginning of that century the Macgregors had
for generations held possessions in the Southern
Highlands in virtue of the unwritten right of
duchas.  With their neighbours, the Campbells,
the Colquhouns, and the Grahams, they had been
at constant strife. "Many enormities were laid
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to their charge, and the long list reached its height
in 1603, when, in the pass of Glenfruin, they
swooped down on Colquhoun of Luss, and slew two
hundred of his vassals and tenants, besides many
gentlemen and burgesses of the burgh of Dumbarton.
Tidings of the carnage, evidenced by the production
of eleven score blood-stained shirts taken off the
bodies of the slain, soon reached the King; and the
utter destruction of the offending race was resolved
on. They were prohibited from meeting together,
or using the name of Macgregor. To harbour or
shelter them was made a crime. The Earl of Argyll,
armed with a royal commission to extirpate them,
scoured their glens and hill-sides with his vassals and
allies, and hunted them down like deer. For a time
they defended themselves and their families and flocks
with surpassing valour. But in the end the superior
numbers of their foes prevailed, and the wretched
remnant who survived adopted other names, and
sought refuge in distant parts of the Highlands.
With the Grants the unfortunate people had from
early times been united by the ties of clanship—both
races were, according to their seanachies, branches of
the ancient Clan Alpin—and to the territories of the
‘Grants they now flocked. Although the relationship
rested on the haziest of traditions, i1t was sacredly
respected, and the inhabitants of Strathspey and
Urquhart and Glenmoriston gave willing shelter to
the homeless strangers. They suffered for their hospi-
tality. Commissioners were appointed to discover
and punish the harbourers of the dispersed Maec-
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gregors; and among those who were found guilty
and heavily fined were the Laird of Grant; Archibald
Grant, brother of the Laird of Glenmoriston; James
Grant in Pitkerrald; Patrick Grant, son of the Laird
of ‘“Breyis’’ (the Braes, or Corrimony); Alasdair
Roy Grant in Shewglie; John Mac Iain Mullich,
Officer in Urquhart; Donald Og Mac Iain Mullich
in Polmaily; and John Cearr Mac Donald Mac-
Donachie Mac Gillespick, Hucheon Mac Iain Donachie,
Duncan Mac Iain Mullich, and Duncan Mac Iain Glas,
all described as ‘‘in Urquhart;’’ as well as many in
Strathspey.!

Taking advantage of the law which in those
times made chiefs responsible for the conduct of
their people, Argyll called upon the Laird of Grant
to pay not only his own fine but also those inflicted
on his clansmen and dependants. The Laird admitted
his liability, but disputed the amount. Recourse was
had to arbitration, and on 3rd February, 1615, the
total amount to be paid by the Laird for himself and his.
friends and tenants was fixed at 16,000 merks,? and
that enormous sum was paid before the end of the
month.’

The evil habits of the Macgregors, on whose
account this heavy fine was incurred, had a baneful
influence on their protectors in our Parish.  During
their many years of strife and struggle as the

1 Chiefs of Grant, ITI., 315.

2 A merk was equal to 13s 4d.

3 See receipt therefor in Chiefs of Grant, IIL., 316. The Laird
doubtless collected their shares of the amount from the other har-
bourers of the Macgregors.
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Ishmaelites of the Highlands, they became expert
and daring in the appropriation and destruction
of their neighbours’ property; and the men of
Urquhart soon began to follow their example. ~ On
13th July, 1614, a Glen-Urquhart man, of the
name of Dugald Grant, but better known as Doule
Shee—Dugald of Peace—in sarcastic allusion, pro-
bably, to his character as a man of strife, made a
raid along with Thomas Calder in Delnie, Alasdair
Cain Mac Robbie in Urchine, and Lachlan Mac
Lachlan Vie Donald Viec Iain Duy, on Colin
Campbell of Clunes, near Nairn—burning his cham-
bers, barns, and sheep-cot, houghing and slaying
three mares and a horse, and committing other
barbarities.! For these crimes Dugald and his asso-
ciates were summoned to appear for trial, and, failing
to do so, were put to the horn. A royal commission
was issued to Robert Dunbar of Burgie, John Dunbar
of Moynes, and George Munro of Tarrell, requiring
them to bring the outlaws to justice, not only for their
attack on Clunes, but also on the charge of doing
““ what in them lies to associate unto themselves all
such of the disordered thieves and limmars and
fugitives of the Highlands as they can foregather
with, intending thereby, how soon their number
shall increase to any reasonable company, then to
maintain an open and avowed rebellion.”” The com-
missioners were authorised to raise the lieges, and
pursue the accused with fire and sword, and to
detain as many as should be apprehended ‘‘in sure

1 Thanes of Cawdor (Spalding Club), 227.
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firmance and captivite,”” until justice should °‘be
ministrat upon them.”’! Their operations are not
recorded; but, so far at least as Doule Shee
was concerned, they had no result. That worthy
remained at large, and we find him years afterwards
in the train of the famous outlaw, James Grant of
Carron.

The men of Urquhart made their own Glen the
scene of their next thieving adventure. In April,
1615, Balmacaan House, which at that time was
occupied by the stalwart Iain Mor a’ Chaisteil, Cham-
berlain and Baron-Bailie of Urquhart, was broken
into, and fourteen locked chests forcibly opened, and
their contents stolen.  Patrick Grant of Divach-
more, Duncan Grant in Wester Bunloit, James Mac
Alasdair Vie Iain Oig in Inchbrine, and Ewen Mac
Neil Vie Uian ““in Little Clune,”” or Clunebeg— a
member of the brave race who so strenuously opposed
the Grants a century earlier—were accused of the
crime, and cited by Glenmoriston to appear in Edin-
burgh to answer the charge. The case was called
on 2lst July, 1620, when Glenmoriston withdrew
the complaint against Mac Ulan, and declared him
innocent.  The others were ordered to be tried on
the third day of the next justice-air, or circuit
court, at Inverness; and John Grant, younger of
Ballindalloch, who, bearing no love to Glenmoriston,
mterested himself in their defence, became bound for
their due appearance.? At this stage we unfortu-
nately lose sight of the proceedings, and whether the

1Thanes of Cawdor, 227. 2 Pitcairn’s Criminal Trials.
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accused were convicted, and hanged, as house-
breakers were then wont to be, or whether they
were acquitted, and restored to their friends, will
probably never be ascertained.

We have seen how on the death of John Grant,
first of Glenmoriston, an attempt was made by
Grant of Ballindalloch to rob his young heir of his
inheritance; how the boy’s part was taken by his
natural brother, John Roy of Carron; and how
Ballindalloch lost his life in the quarrel.  The feud
thus begun between the families of Ballindalloch
and Carron increased in fierceness as time passed,
and at the period at which we have now arnved
raged with murderous fury. In the year 1615,
Thomas, son of Grant of Carron, was met at an
Elgin fair by one of the Grants of Ballindalloch, and
savagely assaulted.  James Grant, another son of
Carron, rushed to his brother’s aid, and slew the
assailant. Summoned before a court on the charge
of murder, James refused to appear, and was out-
lawed.  Placing himself at the head of a band of
desperate men, he bade defiance to the authorities,
and became the scourge of the Central Highlands.
Ballindalloch and his possessions were the special
objects of his attention; but he did not scruple to
take other victims when opportunity offered or
occasion required.  John Grant of Glenmoriston,
remembering how much his father and himself owed
to the house of Carron, sheltered and befriended the
outlaw and his band—‘ ane infamous byke of law-
lesse lymmars,”” among whom were the son—aye,
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and the wife, too—of Robert Finlay Mac Iain Roy
in Glenmoriston, and the Urquhart veteran Doule
Shee, with his sons Donald, John, and Ewen.!

James Grant, or Seumas an Tuim—James of the
Hill—as he was commonly called, was at last seized
by the Mackintoshes, who had themselves been
released from outlawry on undertaking to effect his
capture.  Carried south, he was lodged in Edin-
burgh Castle to await his trial, but by means of a
rope which his wife secretly sent him in a keg of
butter, he got over the Castle wall and descended
the rock; and, escaping into the Highlands,
wandered for a time among his kinsmen in Glen-
moriston, Glen-Urqubart, and Strathspey.?  Return-
g to his old courses he, in November, 1634,
seized young Ballindalloch near his own house,
and kept him prisoner in a filthy kiln. This piece
of good fortune he endeavoured to turn, not to his
own advantage, but to that of the friends who had
sheltered him 1n his fugitive days. He offered to
set his captive free on condition that he would
procure a pardon for Glenmoriston and his sons, and
old Allan Mac Ranald of Lundie, who had all
befriended him, and for all those who had harboured
him on the estates of Grant, Glenmoriston, Lundie,
Carron, and Huntly; that he would discharge a
debt of 4000 merks due to him by Glenmoriston;
and that he would obtain from the Earl of Moray a

1 Proclamation by the Privy Council, quoted in Spalding’s
Memorialls of the Trubles in Scotland (Spalding Club), I., 430.

2 See Memorialls of the Trubles in Scotland, Vol. I., and Gordon’s
Earldom of Sutherland, 414 et seq., and 459, for the career of Carron.
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discharge of 5000 merks due by Allan Mac Ranald to
the Earl.! The prisoner declined the terms, and
was detained; but in a few weeks he escaped
through the treachery of one of his guards, with
whom he is said to have conversed in Latin, and
immediately lodged with the Government a com-
plaint against the Lairds of Grant and Glenmoriston,
in which he stated that the dreaded freebooter was
then living among their tenants with their own
connivance. The Laird of Grant was ordered to
apprehend the outlaw, and he made a show of
obedience. His heart was, however, not in the
work, and James remained a free man until 1639,
when he was pardoned by Charles the First. He
was subsequently employed by the Marquis of
Huntly in hunting down fugitive Macgregors, and
thereafter in similar service against the Cove-
nanters. In the end he is supposed to have died a
natural death, after having for many years led a
wild and lawless life, charmed, apparently, against
all dangers.

The Laird of Grant entered, on 26th March,
1623, into a contract with James Moray, master
mason, for the repair of the Castle of Urquhart.?
The troubles of the times demanded that the old
fortress should be put in order, for pillage and outrage

1 Chiefs of Grant, III., 448.

2 Contract at Castle Grant. Moray’s tombstone was unearthed at
Kilmore, Glen-Urquhart, some twenty years ago. It bears the
inscription—* Heir lyis aen omest man caled James Muray, wha
departed this Iyf . . . day of May, 1636—Mento Mori.”” It is
the oldest stone with an inscription found in the churchyard, with
the exception of one other, bearing the date 2nd March, 1621, but the
inseription on which is not further legible.
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flourished in the North, and Urquhart was soon to
suffer. The Clan Chattan, quarrelling with the Earl
of Moray, invaded and raided his estates; and,
having thus acquired a taste for the work, they
in 1624 extended the field of their operations,
visiting  Glen-Urquhart in their progress, and
““ taking thair mete and food perforce quher they
culd not get 1t willingly, fra freindis allsweill as
fra their faes.”” The Earl hastened to the King,
and got himself appointed Lieutenant of the North,
with authority to subdue the unruly clan and to
fine and otherwise punish such as had harboured or
aided them. Letters of intercommuning, prohibiting
all persons from receiving, supplying, or entertaining
them, under heavy penalties, were proclaimed at
Inverness and other burghs. In a short time they
surrendered and were offered pardon, on condition,
as we have seen, that they should bring James of
Carron to justice,! and on the further condition that
they should furnish the Earl with the names of such
as had sheltered or entertained themselves after the
publication of the letters of intercommuning.? To
these terms the ungrateful clan agreed, and Moray
proceeded to enrich himself by exacting heavy fines
from the benefactors they had betrayed. Among his
victims was John Grant of Glenmoriston, on whose
lands in Urquhart the Mackintoshes sorned in 1620.
Glenmoriston refused to pay the heavy sums in
which he was mulcted, and so persistent was Moray’s

1 Mackintosh Shaw’s Mackintoshes and Clan Chattan, 316.
2 Memorialls of the Trubles, I., 7.
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persecution of him that at last he journeyed to
London to lay his case before the King.! All he
demanded was a fair trial.  The King listened to
his complaint, and addressed a letter to the Scottish
Privy Council, ordering them to take him bound to
appear before themselves or any court they might
consider competent, to answer the charges against
him.?

The effect of the royal intervention was to put
an end to the persecution to which Glenmoriston
had so long been subjected; and he was soon able
to come to an agreement with the Earl ‘‘ quyetlie
efter he had maide gryt travell and expenssis for
his just defenss.”’® The trial which he had demanded
never took place, and he was allowed to pass the
few remaining years of his life in peace. He died
before 31st March, 1637. His Chief, Sir John Grant,
died on 1Ist April; and they thus both escaped the
troubles that were about to overtake their country.

1 Memorialls of the Trubles, I., 9.

2The King’s letter is in the following terms:—‘ Charles R.—
Right trustie and right welbeloved cousin and councellour, right
trusty and welbeloved cousins and councellours, and right trustie
and welbeloved councellors, wee greete yow well. ‘Whereas John
Grant of Glenmoriston hath long attended our Court, humblie craving
of us that wee wold be pleased to give order that a course might be
taken for his tryall, touching some imputationes wherewith wee were
informed against him, who being willing to underly the law, and to
that effect to be tryed either before the Justice Generall, or any other
judicatorie yow shall think competent : Our pleasure is that yow tak
sufficient suretie of him for his, his sonnes, brothers, and servants
appearance before yow, or any judicatorie thought competent by yow,
at such a day as you shall think fitt to prescribe, that he may enjoy
the benefite of our lawes as is ordinarie in the like cases. Wee bid
yow farewell. From our Court at Whitehall, the 21 of Aprile, 1632.”

3 Memorialls of the Trubles, I., 9. 10
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The story of Charles the First’s unfortunate
attempt to impose an obnoxious liturgy on the
Scottish Church is well known.  The tumult which
Jennie Geddes’ stool raised within the church of
St Giles gradually developed into the great Civil
War which brought about the fall of the Bishops,
the execution of the King, and the subjugation of
Scotland by Oliver Cromwell. James Grant, who
had succeeded Sir John Grant, his father, as Laird
of Grant, took the popular side against Charles—a
side that at the outset was supported by almost all the
nobles and landowners in Scotland.

In Aprl, 1638, the Earl of Sutherland, Lord
Lovat, Lord Reay, and Mr Andrew Cant, of noted
memory, appeared at Inverness, and got the famous
National Covenant, which had already been sub-
scribed by thousands in the Lowlands, signed by
‘“the haill toune except Mr Williame Clogie, minister
at Innerniss, and sum few otheris’’’—the town’s
crier proclaiming the obligation of signing, with the
alternative of heavy penalties against all who were
obstinate or hesitating.? The Laird of Grant and
young Patrick Grant, who had now succeeded to
Glenmoriston, threw their influence into the scale
of the Covenant; but the people of our Parish were
slow to follow their example, and the minister—Mr
Alexander Grant—resented, and for a time resisted,
the coercion exercised to procure his adhesion. But
after the Glasgow General Assembly had abolished

1 Memorialls of the Trubles, I., 88.
2 Hill Burton’s History of Scotland, VI., 205.
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the Episcopal office, to which he was attached, he
yielded to the pressure brought to bear on him, and
signed the Covenant on 14th May, 1639. The cause
which it represented was, however, without his
sympathy, and it did not prosper among his people.

That cause had a sincere opponent in the Laird
of Grant’s mother, Dame Mary Ogilvy, who, since
her husband’s death, possessed Urquhart as liferent
proprietrix,! and, with her younger children, resided
in the Castle. Dame Mary—or Lady Ogilvy, as she
was better known?—was strongly attached to the
King and the Bishops. On the other hand, there
was no great love between herself and her son; and
she did what she could to counteract and render
fruitless his efforts for the Covenant. In this course
she doubtless had the approval of the minister of the
Parish.

In 1640 a great Covenanting army entered
England under General Leslie; and Major-General
Munro, a fierce Ross-shire soldier, who had been

1 She possessed under contract, dated 21st June, 1634, between her
husband and herself. He reserved to himself and his heirs the liberty
to draw dams and pa<sages to the ironworks in Urquhart, with liberty
to put and build the said ironworks on the lands, provided he and his
foresaids upheld the rental of the lands wherethrough and whereon
the said dams, passages, and ironworks should be drawn and built.
He also reserved the use of the whole woods of Urquhart for the use
of the ironworks, except to serve the use of the country from the
woods of Lochletter, Inchbrine, Cartaly, and Dulshangie, at the will
and pleasure of the tenants and inhabitants.—Chiefs of Grant, III.,
445.

2She was a daughter of Sir Walter Ogilvy of Findlater, after-
wards Lord Deskford. It was customary in those times for ladies to
retain their maiden surnames after marriage. At a subsequent period
they used both surnames—a custom still adhered to by Scottish
lawyers.
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trained in the Continental wars, was left in commanad
of the forces of the Covenant in Scotland.  Munro
rode with a small escort through the northern
counties, getting the chiefs and landowners to raise
their fighting men, and forward them to Leslie.
He forced Lady Ogilvy to give him written authority
to send men from Urquhart, and to tax her lands
and tenants for their support. But the people
understood that the authority was not freely given,
and they refrained from actively responding to it.
In these circumstances the Laird took his mother in
hand, with the result that on 8th September she
made a formal declaration within the Castle in
presence of James Leslie, notary-public, Patrick
Grant of Glenmoriston, Alexander Baillie of
Dunain, and John Grant of Lurg, to the effect
that her son might, ‘““by word and not by
writ,”” do all things requisite and lawful for the
furtherance of the cause of the Covenant in
Urquhart.?  Glenmoriston, who acted as her son’s
agent, pressed her to stent her lands for the main-
tenance of the men sent south, or to give her son
her concurrence and assistance in doing so, ‘‘or at
least to give power or warrant in writing to the
said James Grant [her son], or to her own bailies
and officers, for stenting her lands of Urquhart and
people for maintenance of those men whom she
should send south.’”” The lady replied that she was
unable to grant the written warrant demanded, for

1 Memorialls of the Trubles, I., 320.
2 See the Permission, in Chiefs of Grant, III., 231.
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CHAPTER IX

1640—1647

Solemn League and Covenant.—Montrose and Alasdair
Mac Cholla Chiataich take the side of the King.—The
Laird of Grant and the Tutor of Glenmoriston hold aloof.
—Alasdair’s Requisition on the Tutor.—The Tutor’s
Trick.—A Brilliant Campaign.—Battle of Inverlochy.—
The Laird of Grant sends men to Montrose.—The Coven-
anters invade Glen-Urquhart.—Lady Ogilvy robbed and
driven out of the Parish.—Her Appeal to her Son.—
Undertaking to support the King.—Montrose’s descrip-
tion of the Laird’s Recruits.—Urquhart Men killed at
the Battle of Auldearn.—Montrose’s Highlanders in
Glen-Urquhart.—Raid upon the Aird.—Lovat calls upon
The Chisholm to drive the Royalists out of the Parish.—
Disputes and Notarial Writs.—Montrose’s vengeance on
the Frasers.—His skirmish in Glenmoriston.—His Exile.
—Huntly takes the Fiecld for the King.—Middleton defeats
Huntly in Glenmoriston.—Lady Ogilvy’s Troubles and
Death.—Feud between her tenants and those of Glen-
moriston.—A Fight at a Funeral.—Death of the Big
Miller.—The Condition of the Castle.

Tee Parliamentary Party in England, and the
extreme section of the Covenanters in Scotland,
entered, in 1643, into the bond and compact known

as

the Solemn League and Covenant. The prin-

ciples embodied in that document were looked upon

by

the Marquis of Montrose and other Scotsmen

who had subscribed and still adhered to the more
moderate Covenant of 1638, as unconstitutional and
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rebellious; and they resolved to support the King
in his conflict with the party which had adopted
them. At an interview with His Majesty in
December Montrose was authorised to raise the
Scottish Royalists and to co-operate with Irish
levies whom the Karl of Antrim, a powerful
kinsman of the Highland Macdonalds, was to send
to Scotland. The Irish soon arrived on the West
Coast under the command of a Highland warrior,
Alexander Macdonald, better known as Alasdair
‘Mac Cholla Chiataich—the renowned Colkitto of
John Milton. Macdonald, having taken certain
castles on the West Coast, and done some injury
to the Marquis of Argyll, landed in Knoydart, and
marched down Glengarry to Kil-Chuimein, the
modern Fort-Augustus. There he encamped, while
the fiery cross sped over the Central Highlands,
summoning the clans to rise for the King.! The
summons was tardily obeyed. At first he was joined
only by Glengarry and the Captain of Clan Ranald,
followed by their clansmen, among whom were Mac-
donalds from Urqubart and Glenmoriston. The
Laird of Grant had no desire to follow the extreme
Covenanters in the revolutionary paths on which they
had now entered; but he was not yet prepared
to openly separate himself from them, and he
remained inactive. His example was followed by
John Grant of Coineachan, the Tutor or legal

1 Leitir nan Lub, on the estate of Culachy, near Fort-Augustus, is
still pointed out as the site of his camp, as well as of the camp of
Montrose some months later.
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guardian of young John Grant who had recently
succeeded to the estate of Glenmoriston.

Tradition tells that while at Kil-Chuimein Mac-
donald sent to the Tutor for a supply of cattle
for provision for his men.  The artful Coineachan,
unwilling to grant his request, and still more
unwilling to incur his displeasure, forwarded a large
supply from the untamed herds of Corri-Dho.  On
approaching the camp and seeing the soldiers and
their tents and banners, these denizens of the
remote glens broke away in a wild stampede, and
with a speed that defied the winds made their way
back to their native pastures. A good joke was
never lost on Alasdair Mac Cholla, and he sent a
message to ‘‘ Toitear liath Ghlinne-Moireastuinn ’’—
the grey Tutor of Glenmoriston—complimenting
him on the success of his trick.

From Kil-Chuimein Macdonald proceeded across
the Grampians to Blair-Atholl, where he was joined
by Montrose, who assumed the command, and began
that brief but brilliant campaign which is the
foundation of his fame. Leading the Highlanders
into the Lowlands, he defeated the Covenanters at
Tippermuir, near Perth, on 1st September, 1644.
Turning northward, he won another victory at
Aberdeen, and still another at Fyvie.  Penetrating
ito Argyll in the dead of winter, he burned and
laid waste that county, and then pressed on towards
Inverness, which was held by the Earls of Sutherland
and Seaforth in the interest of the Solemn League.
At Kil-Chuimein he was overtaken by Ilain Lom
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Macdonald, the Gaelic Bard,! and urged to return
to Lochaber, as the Marquis of Argyll had entered
that country with a large army. It was the last
day of January, and the snow lay deep in the
trackless passes. But Argyll had to be disposed of,
and Montrose resolved to approach him secretly by
a circuitous route through the mountains. Turning
up Glen-Tarff, he and his men trudged for forty
miles through heather and snow until they found
themselves, on the evening of Saturday, lst Feb-
ruary, at the mouth of Glen-Nevis and within
gun-shot of the unsuspecting Campbells. That

1That Iain Lom was the messenger sent to Montrose is asserted
by a tradition which is corroborated by the following stanzas in the
Bard’s °“ Battle of Inverlochy,”” where he states that he saw Montrose’s
army turn up by Culachy, and that he was at Inverlochy Castle
during the subsequent battle :—

An cuala’ sibhse ’n tionndaidh duineil
Thug an camp bha ’n Cille Chuimein ?
’S fhad chaidh ainm air an iomairt,
Thug iad as an naimhdean iomain.

Dhirich mi moch madainn dhomhnaich
Gu barr Caisteil Inbher-Lochaidh,
Chunra’ mi ’n t-arm a dol an ordugh,
’S bha buaidh an la le Clann-Domhnuill.

Direadh a mach glun Chuil-Eachaidh,
Dh’ aithnich mi oirbh surd ’ur tapaidh;
Ged bha mo dhuthaich ’na lasair,

’S eirig air a’ chuis mar thachair.

The Bard makes no mention of Montrose in his song. He gives all
the credit to Mac Cholla; and, without in any way detracting from
the great Marquis’ soldierly and chivalrous qualities, it must be
admitted that his successes were due as much to Macdonald’s Celtic
fire and knowledge of the Gael as to his own generalship. So long as
the Highland leader fought by his side, he carried all before him.
His engagements without Macdonald’s aid—Philliphaugh and Culrain
—were disastrous to him.
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night the weary men lay under arms; but ere the
early Sabbath sun had cast its beams over the
shoulders of Ben-Nevis they sprang upon their foes
and cut them to pieces. Argyll viewed the battle
from the security of his galley, and sailed home-
wards.  Fifteen hundred of his men never left the
shores of Loch Linnhe.

Montrose’s plans and prospects were now com-
pletely changed. Many who had hitherto held
aloof joined him. His great victory helped the
Laird of Grant to sever his connection with the
Covenanters; and he sent him three hundred men -
to swell the ranks of the Royalists.! For this
the Laird’s residence at Elchies was plundered by
the Covenanters of Inverness; but he had his
reward in the hearty approbation of his mother,
the Lady of Urquhart, who had, as we saw in
our last chapter, resisted his efforts in the cause
of the Covenant, and obstructed its progress among
her people.  For her loyalty to the King and the
Bishops she suffered much. ~ With the connivance
of the Tutor of Glenmoriston and other gentlemen
of our Parish, a company of the Covenanting forces
at Inverness invaded Urquhart about Christmas,
1644, robbed her of her household and personal
effects, and drove her out of the country. She
found shelter at Lesmoir; and from that retreat
she now encouraged her son to persevere in the
King’s cause, and to avenge the wrongs which they
had both suffered. *‘ Dispense with your goods,”

1 Memorialls of the Trubles, II., 447.
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she wrote him on 2nd April, 1645, in reference to
his loss at Elchies, ‘‘ by way of care for the loss of
them, as I have done with mine; for, in conscience,
there is not left with me worth one servit® to eat my
meat on.  Yet think with me upon a way of repar-
ation, and, ere long, you joining with him? who is
coming of purpose to aid you, I believe in God
that the Christmas pie which we have unwillingly
swallowed shall be paid home at Easter. How soon
I either see my son-in-law or hear any certain
word from the camp, I shall notv fail to advertise
you. Meanwhile, be courageous, and. remember
stil how both your mother and yourself have
suffered.”’?

The Laird for once accepted the advice of his
Spartan mother. He had already—on 30th March
—entered 1nto a bond with some of his friends,
among whom we find Willlam Grant of Achlayn
iIn  Glenmoriston, by which they bound them-
selves in the most solemn manner to support the
cause of the King. His loyalty increased, but the
recruits whom he had sent to Montrose brought him
no credit. ‘‘ Your men,”” wrote the Marquis to him,
““ tho’ they were lyke to Jacob’s dayes, did not con-
tent themselfs with that, bot bade and feu as they
wer, heave all playd the runaways.”’* Better stuff
was, however, forthcoming, and in May several
Urqubart men, including Robert Grant, son of

1 Serviette.

2 Lord Lewis Gordon, her son-in-law, who had raised the Gordons
for the King.

3 Letter at Castle Grant. 4 Chiefs of Grant, II., 16.
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Shewglie, died for their King at the battle of
Auldearn.

From the scene of that conflict Montrose marched
into the east and south of Scotland. On the 8rd of
September—a few days before his defeat at Phillip-
haugh—his Highlanders left him for the purpose of
securing their winter’s fuel, and doing the annual re-
thatching of their houses. On their journey homeward
they sojourned for a time in Glen-Urquhart, and thence,
in conjunction with Urquhart men, made incursions
into the Aird, and drove away many cattle. Sir James
Fraser of Brea, brother of Lord Lovat, and a keen
adherent of the Solemn League, proposed to drive them
out, and called for the assistance of Alexander Chis-
holm of Comar—The Chisholm'—who held a portion of
his estate, including Buntait in the vale of Urquhart,
as vassal of Lovat. Nothing, however, was done.
Sir James blamed Chisholm, and caused the follow-
ing instrument to be taken for the purpose of

1Browne, in his History of the Highland Clans, sneers at the title
of ““ The Chisholm,”” which, he says, is * not remarkable either for its
modesty or good taste, and which is apt to provoke a smile when it first
meets the eye or the ear of persons not accustomed to such definite and
exclusive appellations;’” and one renowned member of the clan boasted
that only three personages were entitled to the definite article—The
Chisholm, The Pope, and The Devil ! The title is, however, a transla-
tion of ‘“ An Siosalach,” which is ancient and natural. Even the
translation can claim the sanction of antiquity. The Author has
found many old documents in the Chisholm archives in which it is
used, the oldest being a ‘“ Discharge to ye Chessolme for delyuerie
[delivery] off guidis [cattle] *’ to Sir Duncan Campbell of Glenorchy,
dated 17th November, 1596. In the proceedings of a court-martial,
held by the officers of Cromwell at Inverness, in 1654, the appellations
Chisholm of Comar, The Chisholm, and the Laird of Chisholm are
indiscriminately used.
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preserving evidence to be used against him in the
day of the triumph of the Covenant :—

““Apud Ercheless, undecimo die mensis Decembris,
1645.—That day compeirit Johne Fraser, grieve in
Lovat, procurator for Sir James Fraser of Brey,
Knight, before Alex. Dunbar, Notar Publict, and
the witnesses underwritten, and protestit and tuke
instrument that Alex. Chisholme of Comar gave no
assistance of his men to the publict cause in putting
away of the publict enemie out of Urquhart: for
the quhilk cause John Fraser tuke instrument in my
hand, Alex. Dunbar, Notar Publict, day, yier, and
place above-written, before thir witnesses, Alex.
Fraser, of Little Struy, John Grant of Corvony

[ Corrimony |, Mr Thomas Howestoun, with diverse
uthers.”’ !

But The Chisholm had his own version of the
tale to.tell, and prudence suggested that he should

state it to the notary. That official accordingly
recorded the following on the same sheet of paper :—

“ The quhilk day, yier, and place, Alex. Chisolme
of Chisolme of Comar compeirit before Alex. Dunbar,
Notar Publict forsaid, and the witnesses forsaid, and
tuke instrument that he haid more men upone the
Lord Lovat’s lands in the campe still with my Lord’s
men there as [than] ye saids lands culd affoorde.

‘“ As also, the said Alex. Chisolme of Comar tuke
instrument in the hands off me, Alex. Dunbar, Notar
" Publict, in presens off ye witnesses forsaid, that the
said Alex. Chisolme of Comar offerit to go with his.

1 Instrument at Erchless Castle.
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whole men in Straglais [ Strathglass] after the enemie,
if so be that Sir James Fraser and the rest of the kin
of Fraser wold go, quhilk Sir James and all the
rest of the specialls off the friends refussit, quhilk
the said Alex. Chisolme will qualifie before famous
witnesses :' all this was done, day, yier, and place
foresaid,—Per me,
‘“ An. DunBAR, Norvm Pybm.”

No legal proceedings seem to have followed on
these formal writs; but the Covenanting zeal of
Fraser of Brea brought down upon his clan the
vengeance of Montrose, who, on his return to the
Highlands after the battle of Philliphaugh, dealt out
such chastisement to them that, according to the
testimony of an eyewitness,? not a horse, or a cow,
or a sheep, or a fowl, was left in their country from
Inverness to Guisachan.

Montrose tried, without success, to take Inverness
from the Covenanters. General Middleton, with an
army strong in cavalry, hastened from Aberdeen
to the relief of the town, and forced him, in
May, 1646, to retreat into Strathglass, and thence
by Glenmoriston, Kil-Chuimein, and Stratherrick
into Strathspey.® In Glenmoriston he had an
encounter with the enemy, in which Thomas Dunbar
of Boghole was slain.*  His spirits were high, and his
hope of ultimate success strong. It was, therefore,
with feelings of keen disappointment that he received

li.e., prove by witnesses of reputation.
2 Rev. James Fraser of Kirkhill, author of the Wardlaw Manuscript.
3 Wishart’s Life of Montrose, 255.
4 Records of Synod of Moray—Minute of 5th October, 1646.
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on the last day of May a letter from the King, who
was now virtually a prisoner with the Scottish army
in England, ordering him to disband his forces and
betake himself to the Continent. The command was
obeyed, and he lived an exile from his country until
1650, when he made that ill-fated attempt on behalf
of Charles the Second which ended in his defeat at
Culrain, and his capture and execution.

Charles the First soon had reason to regret the
expatriation of his devoted general. Weary of his
life in the camp of the Covenanters, he resolved
to escape and place himself at the head of the
Scottish Royalists.  As a preparatory step he sent
a private commission to the Marquis of Huntly,
empowering him to raise an army in the North.
Huntly, in whose household the loyal Lady of
Urquhart had found shelter, was strongly attached
to the King; but hitherto the feelings of jealousy
which he unhappily entertained towards Montrose
destroyed his usefulness and made his loyalty
of little avail. Now that his rival was out
of the way, he accepted the commission with
alacrity. He was not destined to succeed. The
King escaped from the Scots, but was recaptured
and delivered up to the English Parliamentary
Party.  General David Leslie, a soldier of great
experience and ability, hastened from England to
Scotland, mm April, 1647, to crush Huntly, who on
his approach retreated through Badenoch into Loch-
aber, where he disbanded his army. Along with his
son and a bodyguard of trusted adherents he fled
northward, followed by General Middleton with a
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body of horse and foot and a company of Camerons.
In Glenmoriston he was taken by surprise, and an
obstinate fight followed in which many were killed.*
‘“ Midltone,’’ says a writer of the time, ‘‘ by their
[the Camerons’| convoy, being brought, both with
his horse and foot, upon them befor they could stand
to their arms, they, with great difficultie, got my
Lord [Huntly ] and his sonne to horse; and, that he
might get tyme to be out of their reich, fourtie of
their best men stayes in the reir with such curradge
and valour and obstinat resolutione, as, if the Clan
Camerone, climing over the rocks, had not incom-
passed them, they had mad the pass good, in spight
of all their enimies. This pairtie was commanded
by [Leith of | Hearthill, a youth of tuantie years, or
litle more, but of such admirable valour, curradge,
and dexteritie in arms, as he was amongest his
enimies the most redoubted man that followed the
Marquise at that tyme. Being thus incompassed,
many of them were slaine; few wane away. Heart-
hill himself was taken, and Invermarkie Gordone,
with young Newtone, who, altho he wan frie at
that tyme, yit by means of the Forbeses, his
grandam’s kin, he was surprysed soon efterwards;
and both Hearthill and he, being about one age and
dear comrades, ware soon efter had to Edinburghe,
where they ware both execute, for no cause but
standing in defence of their soverain lord’s pre-
rogative.’’?
1 Memoirs of Lochiel.

2 Patrick Gordon’s Short Abridgement of Britane’s Distemper
(Spalding Club), 204-5.
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Through the devotion of Harthill and his com-
panions the Marquis and his son escaped; but he
was soon afterwards captured and put to death.
His son, Lord Lewis Gordon, son-in-law of the Lady
of Urquhart, took refuge in Holland.

To Mary Ogilvy herself the troubles of the time
brought nothing but loss and vexation of spirit.
We have seen how her loyal enthusiasm brought on
her the displeasure of the Covenanters, and how,
when Urquhart was occupied by the soldiers of the
Solemn League, she was robbed and driven out of
the Parish, with the connivance, if not the active
assistance, of the Tutor of Glenmoriston and the
leading men in the Parish. In that letter which she
addressed to her son on 2nd April, she urged him to
think with her ‘‘upon a way of reparation,’”’ and
expressed in a somewhat dark parable her belief
that she would be restored to her possessions before
the ensuing Easter.  The longed-for restoration did
not come. Her son placed caretakers in the Castle,
which on her death was to revert to himself; but
more than that he did not do. ‘‘ My sufferings,”
she wrote him—her °‘ honorabill and loving sone,
the Laerd of Grant,’”’ as she addresses him on 8th

1 A rising ground near Ceanacroc is still pointed out as the scene
of ““the battle between the Camerons and the Gordons.”” According
to a Glenmoriston tradition, Huntly was severely wounded, and owed
his life to the bravery of a Macdonald of the Glenmoriston race of
Mac Iain Chaoil who carried him on his back off the field. Huntly—
so runs the legend—was so filled with gratitude that he caused to be
inscribed on the lintel of his castle gate the words—‘‘ Cha bhi Mac

“Tain Chaoil a mach, agus Gordanach a stigh’”’—A Mac Iain Chaoil
shall not be without, and a Gordon within !

11
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June, 1646—‘‘ have been long from the hands of
those parties mentioned in your letter; but never
till this time have I found it resented by you. If
you continue in your resolution to revenge it you
will both clear your own honour from much suspicion
of much indifference in matters concerning my
prejudice, and purchase friends to assist you in the
like or greater occasions. There be some of greatest
worth who in respect of your by-past coldness can
hardly be brought to believe that now you are in
earnest; so that your own carriage must vindicate
you from suspicion. For the Castle, I intreat
you to make those to whom you have concreadit
[ entrusted | it keep it well from those rogues till our
further advisementis [consultations], for howsoever
I could not be a party to keep myself from prejudice
while the whole country was enemies, I trust Sir
James shall find my friends of power sufficient to
right me at his hands—and if you play your own
part you shall find me your loving mother,
““ MarIE OGILVY.”

Four days later she writes him again in the
bitterness of her soul—‘‘I always knew the men of
Urquhart to be knaves, and I hope ere long to make
them suffer for it; but’’—she adds in reference to
the Castle— ‘I beseech you to have care of the house
till you either meet with me or know my further
mtention.”’

But for Lady Ogilvy there was no redress;
and before the end of another year death put her
beyond the power of the ‘‘knaves’ who had so
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terribly tormented her. The hardships she endured
and the circumstances connected with her flight
from Urquhart left their impression on the tradi-
tions of the Parish, which have not yet ceased
to tell of her.  When the MacPhatricks,! says one
Glenmoriston legend, were owners of Culnakirk and
other lands in Glen-Urquhart, their tenants were
chiefly of the Clan Dougall, and were known as
Dughallaich ’Ic¢ Phadruig—the Macdougalls of Mac-
Phatrick.  Between those Macdougalls and the
tenants of Lady Ogilvy there was much enmity, and
at the funeral of one of the family of Glenmoriston,
who was buried at Kirkhill, a desperate fight took
place between the rival parties. Of Lady Ogilvy’s
men the most distinguished in the fray was Am
Muillear Mor—the Big Miller of Wester Milton.
The Macdougalls swore vengeance, and soon after-
wards surprised and killed him in his own house.
Lady Ogilvy and her people were greatly incensed,
and Dugald Mac Ruari in Pitkerrald, the leader of
the Macdougalls, had to seek safety in the woods.
His wife, Mairi, Nighean Du-Sith—Mary, daughter
of Du-Shee?—refused to inform his enemies of his
retreat, and by order of Lady Ogilvy she was seized
and placed in the lowest vault of the Castle.
Patrick Grant of Bealla-Do in Glenmoriston, having
heard of this, sent a message to the Lady to the
effect that if Mairi was not at once released he
would give her houses to the flames. Lady Ogilvy

1 MacPhatrick, or, more correctly, Mac ‘Ic Phadruig : the

Patronymic of the Lairds of Glenmoriston.
2Du-Shee : apparently the Doule Shee of our last chapter.



164 URQUHART AND GLENMORISTON

gave no heed to the threat, and Patrick went with
a party of Glenmoriston men and set fire to her
farm buildings. In great anger she ordered her
people to follow the fire-raisers into their own glen
and punish them; but they refused, and so con-
cerned were they about the safety of their own
houses that they insisted on the immediate release
of the prisoner. The Lady was forced to give way;
but she was so displeased with the men of Urquhart
that she left the Glen and never returned.!

On Lady Ogilvy’s death, the Laird, her son,
succeeded to the Grant estate in Urquhart. He
was careful to preserve evidence of such effects
as her representatives or creditors might claim, and
on 27th June, 1647, ‘ honest men’’ from Strathspey
made an inventory of the ‘‘ plenishing, goods, and
gear’’ within the Castle, in presence of a notary and
witnesses. The whole was found to consist only
of a timber bed, a taffil or small table, and a
form, in the ‘‘ chamber above the hall;’’ in the ‘‘ valt
chamber,”” a timber bed and a taffil; a board or
large table, a form, a taffil, and a chair, in the hall;
and, in the cellar, an old chest—*‘ without any kind
of other wares, plenishing, goods, or gear whatso-
ever, in all or any of the said houses and
manor place foresaid, except allenarly [only]| bare
walls;’” and the value of the whole was estimated

1 According to tradition, it was in consequence of the feud
between the Big Miller and the tenants of Culnakirk that the mill
of Easter Milton was built. Easter Milton formed part of the lands
of Culnakirk, and the mill is mentioned as early as 1646.—Mr
Fraser-Mackintosh’s Letters of Two Centuries, p. 53.









OLDEN TIMES IN THE PARISH 167

Parish, and provided with victual for forty days. At
the battle of Worcester, fought on 3rd September,
16561, the Scots were totally defeated. Patrick made
his way back to Urquhart, but few of his men were
so fortunate. Many of them fell in the battle. Some
were seized and sent to the American plantations.
Others perished in the attempt to reach their homes
through an unfriendly country whose language they
neither spoke nor understood.

After Worcester Cromwell’s soldiers marched into
Scotland and over-ran the country. At Inverness
they planted a garrison for the purpose of overawing
the North.  For a time the remote clans held out
for King Charles, Angus Macdonald of Glengarry
being especially zealous.  He travelled through the
Cameron and Macdonald countries and Urquhart
and Strathglass, stirring up the people against the
Usurper. His mission was not without success; and
when, in September, 16563, the Earl of Glencairn
unfurled the royal standard, he was joined by Lochiel
and many Highlanders. The Earl was a brave
soldier but an indifferent general; and, instead of
making a rapid rush on the English with his army
of 5000 men, he wasted his time and his energy in
aimless marches. In January, 16564, he sent Lochiel
—the famous Evan Cameron—and Lord Kenmure to
occupy our Parish and Strathspey.! In the follow-
ing March he himself visited Glen-Urquhart and
Strathglass with 1150 horse and foot.? He was

1 Military Memoirs of the Great Civil War, 227.
2 Court-martial proceedings against The Chisholm—at Erchless Castle.
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soon superseded in the chief command by General
Middleton, whom we last saw fighting against the
Royalists in Glenmoriston, but who was now himself
on the side of the King.

Middleton was not a man to be despised, and
General Monck, whom Cromwell had just appointed
Governor of Scotland, resolved personally to take him
in hand. Having arranged that he should be joined
by Colonel Morgan, who was stationed at Brahan in
Ross-shire, and by Colonel Brayne, who had been
dispatched to bring 2000 men from Ireland to Inver-
lochy, he marched northward with a force of horse
and foot, which included his own regiment, now the
famous Coldstream Guards. At Ruthven in Badenoch
he received the intelligence that the Royalist leader
was ‘“about Glengarry’s bounds;’’ and he started in
pursuit on 20th June. On the 21st he reached
Glenroy, where he burnt the houses of the people.
Learning that Middleton was in Kintail, he hastened
along the Great Glen and through Glenmoriston into
the Seaforth country. He there found that the
Royalists had turned southward in the direction of
Glenelg. He gave up the chase, devastated Kintail
with fire, and then crossed the mountains to Brouline
in Glenstrathfarrar, where he was met by Colonel
Morgan on 1st July.  From Brouline he crossed to
Invercannich and proceeded down Glen-Urquhart
towards Inverness. From Inverness he marched
southward by Moy and Slochd-Muic, while Middleton
crossed Corriarrack into Badenoch and Perthshire.
On the 19th, Middleton was surprised and defeated
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by Morgan at Lochgarry near Drumuachdar, and he
became a fugitive among the mountains.! He was in
‘Glenmoriston in September, along with General
Dalziel of Binns, afterwards of persecuting notoriety,
and three hundred men. From there they went to
Strathglass, where they were hospitably entertained
by The Chisholm. For this offence against the
‘Commonwealth that chief was, in April, 16565, tried
by court-martial, fined £50, and imprisoned n
Edinburgh.?  He was released on giving bonds for
his future good conduct, and permitted to return to
his own country.?

The Highlanders were slowly but surely brought
to acknowledge Cromwell’s power. The Laird of
‘Grant gave several bonds for the peaceable behaviour
of himself and his tenants; and similar undertakings

1 Despatech by General Monck to Cromwell, in Library of Wor-
-cester College, Oxford. This despatch—a long document of great
interest in connection with the history of the Highlands—was, with
-other despatches from Monck, printed by the Author in 1892 in Vol.
XVIII. of the Transactions of the Gaelic Society of Inverness. It
-also appears in Professor Firth’s Scotland and the Protectorate (Scot.
Hist. Society, 1899).

2 Court-martial proceedings, at Erchless Castle.

3 The Chisholm’s passport, which is still preserved at Erchless, is
in the following terms :—

““The Laird of Chissolme beinge discharged his imprisonment by
‘the General [Monck] his especiall order, and haveinge given bonds
remaininge with mee accordinge to his Honor’s directions, I there-
fore desire hee with his two servants and three horses may freely
passe to the place of his abode beyounde Invernes, and returne with-
-out let or molestation, they behaveinge themselves peaceably and
quietly. Given under my hand and seale at Edinburgh, this 31st
May, 1655. ‘““Hen. WrALLEY, Judge-Advocate.

““To all whom it may concerne.”
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were given by Glengarry and other Western chiefs.
But the soldiers of the Commonwealth were not.
satisfied with mere pledges. They took means to-
open up the country and place it more effectually
under their own influence. Having built the
Citadel, or Sconce, at Inverness, and planted a
garrison at Inverlochy, they to some extent antici-
pated the promoters of the Caledonian Canal by
placing the first ship on Loch Ness, and establishing
regular communication between the eastern and
western seas.  The manner in which the vessel was
brought to the loch 1s recorded by two writers of
the period.  Richard Franck, a literary trooper in
Cromwell’s army, who saw the ship, discourses on
the wonderful achievement with amusing extrava-
gance 1n the following dialogue between himself
(Arnoldus) and his friend Theophilus :—

““ Theophilus—What new inviting subject have
we now discovered ?

Arnoldus—The famous Lough-Ness, so much
discours’d for the supposed floating island; for here
it 1s, if anywhere in Scotland.  Nor is it any other
than a natural plantation of segs and bullrushes,
matted and knit so close together by natural
industry, and navigated by winds that blow every
way, floats from one part of the Lough to another,
upon the surface of the solid deeps of this small
Mediterrane : and here it is, in these slippery streams,
that an English ship, by curious invention, was haled

1 S8ee Glengarry’s bond for £2000 in the Transactions of the Gaelia-
Society of Inverness, Vol. XIV., 74.
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over the mountains to this solitary Lough; brought
hither on purpose to reclaim the Highlander.

Theop.—Do you romance or not, to tell me that
an island swims in the midst of the ocean, and a ship
fluctuates in the midst of the Highlands; where
every rock represents a Charibdis, and every wave
threatens an inundation; where there’s no harbour
without hazard of life, nor sea enough to promise
security to the mariner when the winds mingle
themselves with the waves that wash the pallid cheeks
of the polished rocks? Now tell me that can, where
the mariner must have berth (and the passinger
supplies), in this fluctuating ocean, when a storm
arises to eclipse his eye from a land discovery?

Arn.—If eye-sight be good evidence, there’s.
enough to convince you; behold the ship!

Theoph.—How came she here? Was she not
built in some creek hereabouts?

Arn.—No.

Theoph.—By what means, then, was she moved
into this small Mediterrane? I solicite advice, and
you can solve the doubt.

Arn.—Art was both engin and engineer to invite
this ship into this solitary Lough.

Theoph.—If so, it’s strange that a vessel of her
force should leap out of the ocean, and over the hills,
to float in a gutter surrounded with rocks.

Arn.—Not so strange as true, for here she is.

Theoph.—Was there a possibility of her sailing
from the Citadel to this eminent Lough-Ness, when
a boat of ten tun can’t force her passage half-way
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up the river? This looks romantick beyond the
ingenuity of art, or possibility of invention.

Arn.—Let it look as 1t will look, I am sure it
was so.

Theoph.—You are sure 1t was so; then, pray,
resolve the point.

Arn.—Why, thus 1t was: In the time of the
war betwixt the King and Parliament, this navigate
invention was consulted by Major-General Dean,
who, to compleat a conquest over the Highlanders
(in regard hitherto the law of a foreign Power had
never bridled them), he accomplished this new
navigation of sailing by land; who contrived the
transportation of this fair ship (that you now see)
into these torpid and slippery streams.

Theoph.—What, without sails?

Arn.—Yes, without sail, pilot, card, or compass;
by dividing only the ambient air, as formerly she
plowed the pondrous ocean. Nor was she compell’d
to encounter sea or land 1n all her passage. .
A motion must be had (that you’l grant), and means
considerable to move by (this you must allow), which
to accomplish, the sailers and souldiers equally con-
tributed.  For a regiment (or it may be two) about
that time quartered in Inverness, who, by artifice,
had fastned thick cables to her forecastle, and then
they got levers and rollers of timber, which they
spread at a distance, one before another; whilst some
are of opinion these robust engineers framed a more
artificial and politick contrivance; but thus it was,
and no otherwise, I'le assure you; save only they
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fastned some cheeks and planks to the solid sides
and ribs of the ship, the better to secure her from
crushing upon transportation.

Theoph.—And did she pass in this manner, as you
tell me, to this famous Ness?

Arn.—Yes; she relinquished the brinish ocean
to float in the slippery arms of Ness.  But to keep
her steddy in her passage, and preserve her from
rocking and rolling by the way, they consulted no
other project than what I tell you: save only some
additional supplies from Inverness, that with ropes
and tackle haled her along to this very place where
you now observe her.  For you are to consider she
no sooner got motion, but by industry and art she
was steer’d without a compass to this remarkable
Ness, where now she floats obvious enough to every
curious observer.”’ !

The other writer who refers to the event is a
Highlander—the Rev. James Fraser, minister of
Wardlaw, or Kirkhill. Even he, Royalist though
he be, warms into enthusiasm over the wonderful
doings of the English. They *‘ brought such store,””’
he writes, “ of all wares and conveniencies to Inver-
ness, that English cloath was sold neare as cheape
here as in England.  The pint of claret win for a
shilling; set up an appothecary shop with drugs, Mr
Miller their chyrurgion [surgeon], and Doctor
Andrew Monro their phisitian. They not onely
civilised but enriched this place. They fixt a garrison
at Inverlochy, and carried a bark, driven uppor.

1 Franck’s Northern Memoirs, 199.
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rollers of wood to the Lochend of Ness, and there
enlarged it to a statly friggot, to sail with provision
from the one end of the Loch to the other; one Mr
Church governour, and Lieutenant Orton captain of
this friggot, and 60 men aboord of her to land upon
expeditions when they pleased. I happened myselfe,
with the Laird of Strachin, near Portclare, to be
invited aboord by Orton, where we were gentily
treated. It were a rant to relate what advantages the
country had by this regiment. Story may yet record
it, but I onely set down in the generall something of
what I was eye-witness.””?

Indeed, the presence of the English was an
unmixed blessing to the inhabitants of the district
of Loch Ness, who now enjoyed a greater measure
of security and justice than had fallen to the lot of
themselves or their fathers since the days of
Randolph, and Lauder, and Sir Robert Chisholm.
For the first time for three centuries the men of
Urquhart found themselves able to lie down at
night with the assurance that their cattle and
the fruits of their labour would not ere morning
be 1 the hands of the Western clansmen. The
Laird of Grant and his tenants appreciated the
repose that had thus strangely overtaken them,
and comported themselves so peaceably that
General Monck, on 10th February, 1658, issued
an order permitting them ‘‘to keep their arms
for their defence until further order, they doing

1 Wardlaw MS., edited by the Author (Scot. Hist. Society, 1905),
p. 415.
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nothing prejudicial to his Highness and the Com-
monwealth.”” The only person in the Parish who
was not at peace was the minister, Mr Duncan
Macculloch ; for the heritors and parishioners deprived
him of his glebe and refused to pay his legal stipend,
with the result that he got into trouble with his
creditors, and neglected the duties of his holy office.
The extreme sectaries who had brought peace, but
not liberty, to others, had no sympathy for poor
Presbyterian Duncan Macculloch ; and the unchristian
conduct of his persecutors probably met with their
hearty approval.

The period of repose which the people enjoyed
came all too soon to an end. Oliver Cromwell
died in September, 1658, and, after the short and
troubled government of his son Richard, Monck
marched from Scotland to London and brought about
the Restoration of King Charles the Second.  That
event took place 1n May, 1660, amidst great
rejoicings; but no sooner did the tidings of the
King’s return reach the Highlands than the ‘‘louss
and ydle men’’ sprang from the leash which had so
long restrained them, and resumed their old work of
harrying and cattle-lifting.  Reivers from Glengarry,
led by Donald Bain and his son John Mac Donald Vie
Gorrie in Achluachrach, carried away cattle {rom
the Laird of Grant’s tenants; for which spoil the
Earl of Glencairn, now Chancellor of Scotland,
ordered Alasdair Macdonald and his ward, Alas-
dair Mac Angus Mhor in Achluachrach, on whose
lands the Bains lived, to make restitution to the
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sufferers. The Government, also, issued a com-
mission to the Laird of Grant authorising him,
and such as he should appoint, ‘ with their assisters
and followers, to search, seik, tak, and apprehend
all such sorners, broken men, thieves, robbers, and
others disturbers of the peace of this Kingdome, at
anytyme comeing, within any place of the bounds
wher the said Laird of Grant hes power or may
command ; and for that effect, in cace of resistance,
with full power to the said Laird of Grant and his
forsaids to convocat ane sufficient and compitent
number of armed men, not exceiding the number of
fourty, for takeing and apprehending of the forsaids
persones; and being taken and apprehendit, to put
them in sure waird, firmance, and captivity in any
tolbuith or wairding-place within this kingdom,’’
where they were to be kept until they were tried and
punished according to law.!

The salutary effect of these proceedings was to a
large extent counteracted by the King’s desire to
please those chiefs who had been faithful to him in the
day of his adversity. To gratify them, the Citadel of
Inverness was, in 1662, razed to the ground—the
Laird of Grant assisting in the work of demolition.
Crime and disorder immediately followed the disap-
pearance of this last symbol of Cromwell’s power and
protection. The Earl of Moray, Sheriff of Inverness-
shire, made some efforts to restore respect for the law.
At his request, Hector Mac Alasdair, a notorious

1 Chiefs of Grant, IT1., 21; Domestic Annals of Scotland, 3rd Ed.,
II., 263.
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cateran of the Clan Maclean, and one who had slain
and robbed in various parts of the country, was appre-
hended by The Chisholm, and hanged. Hector had
relatives and friends who resolved to avenge his
death. His sons, John Maol, Allan, and Donald,
with Donald Mac Ewen Vic Kenneth, in Badenoch,
and about sixty others, made a descent on the lands
of Croichal and Mauld, in May, 1663, and in the dead
of night lifted forty cows belonging to Chisholm
and his tenants, and drove them, by Glenmoriston
and Fort-Augustus, into Badenoch.  The Chisholms
followed in close pursuit, and tracked the cattle
across Corriarrack. They recovered twenty. The
rest were hamstrung by the raiders, who escaped to
the mountains. In November they appeared on
The Chisholm’s Glen-Urquhart estate of DBuntait,
‘“ under cloud and silence of night,”’ and gave ‘‘ four
great barns, full of corn, and two houses’’ to the
flames.  This was but an earnest of what was yet
to come. On the 24th of March, 1664, the same
resolute avengers again appeared, and filled the poor
people’s cup of suffering to overflowing, by “ treason-
ably burning all the houses and barns that were in
the haill half daach [davach] of Buntait, extending
to the number of twenty-two houses and barns, and
burning both oxen, sheep, and gaits [goats] that
were 1n the said houses, and cruellie wounding the
people that were within the same.”’

The legal writs which give these particulars® are
silent as to the distress that followed these visitations.

1The writs are preserved at Erchless Castle.
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The Chisholm did what he could to get the poor
comforts of the law for the sufferers.  Proceedings
were promptly taken at the instance of the Lord
Advocate and himself against the offenders, who
were cited to appear in Edinburgh on 8th June,
1664. They did not obey, and were declared rebels;
and on the 16th, a commission was issued in the
King’s name, charging Lord Lovat; Lord Duffus;
Alexander Fraser, tutor of Lovat; Kenneth Mackenzie
of Coul, and his son; The Chisholm; Hugh Fraser
of Foyers; Hugh Fraser of Belladrum; John Chisholm
of Buntait; John Grant of Glenmoriston; and John
Grant of Corrimony, factor of Urquhart, to convocate
the lieges in arms, and to apprehend the rebels,
and pursue them to the death. ‘“And,”” adds the
King, ““ if in pursuit of the said rebels, their assisters
or complices, . . . there shall happen fire-
raising, mutilation, slaughter, destruction of corns
or goods, or other inconveniences to follow, we

. will and grant, and for us and our successors
decern and declare that the same shall not be imputed
as crime and offence to our sald commissioners, nor
to the persons assisting them in the execution of this
our commission.”’ !

Untoward circumstances impeded the action of
the commissioners at the very outset. The Chisholm,
to whom it naturally fell to lead them against the
outlaws, was, unfortunately, deep in debt; and,
powerful though he was in his own glens, and among
his own people, he had to confess that he could not

1 Commission at Erchless Castle.



OLDEN TIMES IN THE PARISH 179

venture beyond the bounds of his estates without
running the risk of incarceration by his creditors.
He petitioned the King for ‘“a protection for his
person while he is putting the said commission in
execution.””*  The result is not known, but the
probability is that it was not found expedient to
suspend the debtors’ laws, even in favour of a High-
land chief armed with the King’s mandate, and that
the burners of Buntait escaped through the pecuniary
embarassment of their principal pursuer.

The Government, in appointing John Grant of
Glenmoriston—the Iain Donn of his contemporaries
—one of the commissioners, acted on the time-
honoured policy of setting a thief to catch a thief.
Ere the ashes of the barns of Buntait were cold, the
barns of Culcabock, near Inverness, were given to
the flames by the fiery Iain Donn. The Lairds of
‘Glenmoriston had, as we have seen, been proprietors
of Culcabock, including Hilton and Knockintinnel,
from the days of Iain Mor, the first of the family.
Their immediate neighbours were the Robertsons of
Inshes, a wise race who made money, and lent it out
at interest. When Patrick Grant of Glenmoriston
died, in 1642 or 1643, he was owing John Robertson
of Inshes ‘‘ great sums of money.’””  Patrick’s heir,
Jain Donn, was at the time a minor, and he remained
for years under the tutelage of his uncle, Grant. of
Coineachan.  Inshes, apparently before Patrick’s
death, began legal proceedings for the recovery of
his money; obtained a decree of apprising of

1 Copy petition at Erchless.
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the baronies of Culcabock and Glenmoriston, the
effect of which was to convey the estates to him,
subject to Tain Donn’s right to redeem them by pay-
ment of the debt within a certain fixed time; and
in January, 1645, was infeft in both baronies.!
He entered into possession of Culcabock, and let the
lands to tenants; but he was unable to take the
same course with the young debtor’s estates in our
Parish, and, so far as these were concerned, he
rested on his conditional title, until the lapse of time
should make it absolute. He was not allowed to
rest in peace. Grant of Carron and other friends of
Glenmoriston interested themselves in the business,
and devastated the lands of Inshes. Robertson, how-
ever, still adhered to his claims, and on his death,
about 1661, they were taken up by his son William,
who was infeft in the apprised lands in 1662.  But
Jain Donn had now reached manhood, and the
loss of his Inverness possessions, and the danger
which threatened the estate of Glenmoriston,
roused him to action. He began in the spirit
of compromise. He proposed to relinquish all
claims to Culcabock if young Inshes would pay

1Inshes also apprised Balmacaan (which Glenmoriston held in
wadset), and Glenmoriston’s other Glen-Urquhart possessions of
Clunemore and Culnakirk. In reference to these he wrote his Edin-
burgh legal adviser in 1646—“ You shall consult with your advocates
concerning the lands of Urquhart, belonging to Glenmoriston, for I
comprised Bellamaka, the Clune, Culin-kirk, and the mill. This
Bellamaka pays yearly 400 merks, holden of the Laird of Grant. He
is to redeem at Whitsunday for 3000 merks. See what course you
will have me do thereanent.”” The mill was, as it still is, situated at
Lower Milton, which formed part of the lands of Culnakirk.—Mr
Fraser-Mackintosh’s Letters of Two Centuries, 53.
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him eight or nine thousand merks, and discharge
all claims upon Glenmoriston. Robertson, who
had a legal title to both estates, declined the offer.
Grant, finding his peaceful overtures of no avail,
resorted to sterner measures.  On the night of 4th
January, 1664, the citizens of Inverness, who had
not yet finished the festivities of the New Year,
were attracted towards the south-east by a great
glare in the sky. Two barns at Culcabock, contain-
ing one hundred and sixty bolls of corn belonging
to Inshes’s tenants, and to forty bolls of which he
was himself entitled, as his ‘‘ferme,’’ or rent,* were
in flames, and beyond salvation. Night shielded the
incendiaries, and they escaped; but Iain Donn and
his friends were suspected, and Inshes openly
accused them of the crime. ‘I am sorry,”” wrote
Forbes of Culloden to him, on 10th February,® *‘ for
that miserable loss you have sustained, but cannot
think anywise of what you write concerning the
actors; and though you seem to wonder at these of
Glenmoriston, always the Lord will discover it in His
own time, and I hope they shall suffer for 1t.””

Inshes, who was a clerkly young man, and a
Master of Arts, could also write plously when
occasion demanded. He wrote to the Bishop of
Moray, on 21st January,® that the ‘“ malicious burn-
mg’’ 1s an act ‘‘ so barbarous as all Christian and
honest men will abhorre, and requyres that such

1 Letter, Inshes to the Bishop of Moray, dated 21st January, 1664,
in possession of Mr Fraser-Mackintosh, M.P.

2 Letter in Mr Fraser-Mackintosh’s possession.

3 Letter in Mr Fraser-Mackintosh’s possession.
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course be taken thereanent as may rather be ane eye-
sore than ane encouragement to the wicked;”’ and he
follows up this reflection by the practical suggestion
that the Bishop should order a collection to be
made in the parish churches within the diocese for
behoof of his injured tenants. ‘‘ Honoured and
loving Friend,”’ replied the Bishop, with becoming
sympathy, ‘‘ yours I receivit, showing of your great
loiss, which ye have susteinit by the burneing of
your biggings [buildings] and cornes, which trulie
affectes my mynd to heir the lyk insulencie committit
in the land, and in speciall haveing fallen upon you,
or any of yours, which I most willinglie wold repair
iff ther were any convenient way to doe it. And as
to your desyre in committing the perticular to the
province’’ —that 1s, to have a collection made—*‘ 1t
1s a thing that is not usuall nor handsome, and there-
fore it cannot be done efter that maner.  But once
the nixt week [1s past], I purpose, be the Lord’s
mercies, to see you at Inverness myselff, at which we
shall speak of 1t, and consider iff ther can be any
other way that may doe better. Till which tyme, I
committ you, with the rest of our relationes, to the
protection of the Almightie God.”’?

The *‘ other way,”” if devised, was not effectual.
The Laird made no concession to Glenmoriston, and
the latter dealt him another secret blow.  On 20th
March, “‘the great barn-yards of Culcabock, belong-
ing to Inshes,”” writes the contemporary minister of
Kirkhill,? *“ and 3 more, were all set on fire, 11 stacks,

1 Letter in Mr Fraser-Mackintosh’s possession.
ZWardlaw MS. (edited by the Author), Scot. Hist. Society, p. 453.
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about 10 at night, all irrecoverably burnt. It made
such a dreedfull flame as put Inverness in a consterna-
tion, being so neare.’’

Robertson, however, still continued to hold out,
and his opponent now resolved to seize his person,
and keep him captive until the terms offered him were
agreed to. Glenmoriston sought the aid of his
relative, Bailie Finlay Fraser of Fairfield, near Inver-
ness, to whom he wrote on 12th August—*‘ Worthy
and much Respected Cousin,—If you remember,
when, as I sent your messenger to the Goodman of
Inshes, you told me that Inshes could not meet with
me upon our particular till Lammas were past. Now,
I request he would be pleased to be at Castel Spiritual
[ Caisteal Spioradan, at the east end of Loch Ness]
upon Saturday, being 20th instant, when I shall bring
three or four friends, whereby we may take Inshes by
way of ceremony in our particular, and afterwards 1t
may happen his friends may move some occasion of
settlement. Thus, till your positive answer, I remain,
your very loving Cousin,—J. GRaANT.”’!

The Bailie appears to have gone about the delicate
business entrusted to him with the tact and zeal
which his affection to his cousin demanded ; and, with
the innocent assistance of Brodie of Brodie and John
Forbes of Culloden, a meeting of the lairds was
brought about on 23rd August—not at Caisteal
Spioradan, but at Inverness. Inshes was accom-
panied by ‘‘three civil gentlemen’—to wit, Alex-
ander Cuthbert, Provost of Inverness, Robert Ross,

1 Letter printed in Inverness Courier, 5th March, 1845.
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ex-Provost, and Culloden. Glenmoriston had a
retinue of a dozen or sixteen men; but these he con-
cealed in an ale-house until their services were
required. The gentlemen passed the afternoon
pleasantly enough in one of the ““closes’ of the
Highland Capital; but no great progress was made
with the work of reconciliation, and, just as they were
about to separate, Jain Donn suddenly called his men,
and pulling Inshes off his horse, galloped off with him
to Glenmoriston.  Next morning, Culloden, greatly
shocked, wrote Sir Hugh Campbell of Cawdor, giving
an account of the affair. ~ ‘ My Lord Brodie,”’ said
he, “* having spoken to me the other day at the burial,
anent the particular of the Laird of Glenmoriston
and Inshes, and wished me to interpose with Inshes
for a settling, to the end that any composition
[ compromise | which might have been had should
have come your Honour’s way, I do profess this was
the only cause why, in a manner, I insinuated myself
in that affair; whereupon a tryst is drawn on, and
having spent the whole afternoon yesterday in the
close, even as we were parting, and some of us come a
pretty way off, without as much as a cross word, or
the least occasion of offence offered, Glenmoriston,
with the number of twelve or sixteen men, whom he
had all the time lying down in an ale-house near the
place, rushed forth upon the young man Inshes, just
as he wag taking good-night of the laird, and turned
him off his horse, and carried him prisoner to the
Highlands, as would appear, till they extort that
from him by violence which friends could easily have
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persuaded him to have given. This wicked and bar-
barous kind of procedure, under pretext of friendship,
and even while friends are travelling betwixt them
for an accommodation, should (I think) be argument
sufficient to persuade all gentlemen to resist it, and
particularly your honourable self. Wherefore I have
thought fit to give you notice, knowing you have
influence upon these men, to the end your Honour
may use your own moyen [influence ] with them, and
in your own way, to get the poor man released, who
I hear say, would have been content to have made
yourself or any honest man judge to what satisfac-
tion he should have given them. The sooner this
be done the better for preventing of their further
barbarity. I need say no more, only the abuse is so
gross, and the preparative of so bad a consequence,
as of itself 1t calls for the assistance of all good men,
condign punishment inflicted upon the offenders,
even to the terror of others who might offer the like
again.”’ !

Cawdor, who was related to Glenmoriston,
interested himself in the matter, and in the end
Robertson undertook to pay his captor seven
thousand merks, and was released. But Iain Donn’s
offence was too heinous to be ignored by the
authorities, and by order of the Privy Council
he was apprehended by the Earl of Moray, Sheriff
of Inverness-shire. He contrived to escape, only
to be captured and taken to Edinburgh by the
Robertsons of Struan, who had, in true Highland

1 Thanes of Cawdor, 317; Inverness Courier, 5th March, 1845.
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fashion, espoused the cause of their northern clans-
man. The circumstances of his arrest and subsequent
release, are related in a letter addressed by James
Fowler, of Inverness, on 16th October, 1666, to
Inshes, who was then in Edinburgh :—*“ I doubt not
but ye have heard of Glenmoriston, that he was.
apprehended by the Robertsons of Athole, and carried
to the Justice-General, who taking pity on him, and
also the gentlemen that apprehended him taking pity
on him, did dismiss him, upon his bond to appear at
Cluny, in Badenoch, against the 2nd of November,
with two of his friends, when they are to meet him
with two of their friends, for taking cognisance in the:
assault and debate, and for removing of the same.
The forfeit is six thousand merks. You would do well
to advise with your friends in Athole, and send an
express to them; for once that people has espoused
your quarrel, they will not see you misused, but will
serve you to the full. Therefore, they should not be
met with ingratitude or forgetfulness.””?

The negotiations for a settlement now proceeded
smoothly, and early in 1666 they were brought to a
successful termination.  Iain Donn agreed to relin-
quish whatever right he had to Culcabock, while
Inshes granted to him a bond for seven thousand
merks, undertook to discharge him of the con-
sequences of his 1llegal conduct, and gave up all
claim to the barony of Glenmoriston.? The agreement
was duly carried into effect.  Inshes, on 25th May,

1 Letter in Mr Fraser-Mackintosh's possession.

2 Memorandum, holograph of Inshes, in Mr Fraser-Mackintosh’s
possession.
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1666, “* fully, freely, perfectly, lovingly, and finally’
discharged Glenmoriston, and his tenants and
servants, and promised to ‘‘ entertain love, peace,
and amity’’ towards them;* and on 9th March, 1668,
Glenmoriston granted Robertson a formal deed of
corroboration of his right to Culcabock; and thus
the long-standing quarrel was happily ended. lain
Donn lost the Inverness possessions of his family, but
he saved Glenmoriston and his land in Glen-Urquhart,
which Robertson’s apprising had been threatening for
upwards of twenty years.?

Of the many wild adventurers who flourished in
the seventeenth century the most renowned was
Domhnull Donn Mac Fhir Bohuntuinn. Donald,
who was a son of Macdonald of Bohuntin, in Brae-
Lochaber, and a contemporary of lain Lom, who
witnessed and sang of the battle of Inverlochy,
looked upon cattle-lifting as legitimate warfare, and
on the reiver’s trade as a gentleman’s calling. He

1 Deed in Mr Fraser-Mackintosh’s possession.

2Jain Donn was still liable to prosecution by the Crown for his
offences against the law. He did not get rid of that liability till
1683, when a letter of remission was by warrant of the King passed
under the Great Seal for Scotland, ‘‘ remitting and forgiving to John
Grant of Glenmoristoun the crime of violent and masterfull taking
and apprehending of the person of Mr William Robertson of Inshes,
of forcing and compelling him to grant bonds and other obligements,
and of his detaining and keeping him until he should grant the same,
and of sending and hounding out other persons to do and committ
the said crimes; and sicklike of all accession he had to the hounding
out of any person or persons to the assaulting mutilating or cutting
off the finger of Robert Andrews, messenger in Forres; and all actions
and causes civil and criminal that may be moved pursued or laid to
the charge of the said John Grant for the same; and all peril or
danger he has sustained or incurred or shall sustain or incur through
the said fault or offence, in his person lands or goods.”
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was the Rob Roy of his generation; but he had more
poetry in his soul than the famous Macgregor had,
and, although his deeds brought him in the end to
the headsman’s block, he died with the reputation
of never having injured a poor man, or imbued his
hands wantonly in human blood.  The scenes of his
adventures extended from Breadalbane to Caithness,
and his custom was to make rapid journeys with a
few kindred spirits, by the least known mountain
tracks, and to swoop down upon the cattle of the
lairds and tacksmen where he was least expected.
He was aided and abetted by the smaller tenants
and cottars, to whom he extended his protection and
lavish generosity. An ardent wooer of the Highland
muse, he beguiled the tedium of the march and the
loneliness of the night watch by weaving delightful
Gaelic lyrics—love songs principally, which, how-
ever, give vivid glimpses of the life he led.

To our Parish, as we learn from tradition and his
songs, he was a frequent and not unfriendly visitor;
for on one of his journeys he met and loved Mary,
daughter of the Laird of Grant, who resided at the
time in Urquhart Castle.  Donald was a gentleman,
and a gentleman’s son, and the lady reciprocated his
tender feelings; but her father refused to have him for
his son-in-law, and forbade all intercourse between
them. They, however, found opportunities of meet-
Ing secretly on the wooded banks of Loch Ness. On
one of these occasions he left his companions on the
farm of Borlum, with a herd of cattle which he had
lifted in Ross-shire. During his absence the owners
appeared and claimed the cattle, among which was a
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white cow which they readily identified. The Laird
of Grant, called upon to explain how the reivers had
found shelter so near his residence, was very angry,
and swore, ‘‘ Bheir an Diabhal mise a mo bhrogan
mar teld Domhnull Donn a chrochadh!”’—*¢The
Devil may take me out of my shoes, if Donald Donn is
not hanged!”” Donald, pursued by the soldiers from
the Castle, but still anxious to be near Mary Grant,
betook himself to an almost inaccessible cave in Glaic-
Ruidh-Bhacain, on the Ruiskich side of Alt-Saigh,
which 1s still known as Uamh Dhomhnull Duinn—
Donald Donn’s Cave. There, safe from his pursuers
and their sleuth-hounds—coin dubh Eadailteach—
black dogs of Italy—he passed his time in the
company of Glenmoriston’s herdsmen from across the
burn of Alt-Saigh, or composing songs in praise of
Mary and the wilds that gave him shelter. But his
place of retreat was discovered by his pursuers, who,
unable to approach him in the cave, sent him a
message, as if from Mary, proposing an interview at
the house of a certain individual, who was repre-
sented to be her trusted confidant. Eager to meet
her, he repaired to the house at the appointed hour.
He was hospitably received by the supposed friend,
who promised that the lady would soon appear.
While Donald awaited her arrival, the cuach was
sent speedily round, and in his excitement he drank
deeply. At last, and at a signal from his treacherous
host, his enemies, to the number of sixty-three, as
he himself states in one of his songs, rushed in and
endeavoured to seize him. Starting to his feet, and
grasping his gun, he fired at them; but the weapon
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CHAPTER XI

1668—1690

The Laird of Grant’s Chamberlain killed by Mackay of Ach-
monie.—Mackay forced to surrender Achmonie to the
Laird.—Fatal fight in Slochd-Muic.—Achmonie conferred
on William Grant.—Restored to the Mackays.—Thomas
Grant of Balmacaan.—Culduthel’s Raid on Borlum.—
The Castle repaired.—The Monmouth Rebellion.—Un-
settled state of the Country.—The Men of Urquhart and
Glenmoriston support King James.—The Revolution.—
The Laird of Grant supports William and Mary.—The
Men of Urqubhart and Glenmoriston adhere to James.—
Dundee’s Campaign.—The Camerons’ Raid on Urquhart.
Quarrels in Dundee’s Camp.—Killicrankie.—Adven-
tures of Men of Urquhart and Glenmoriston in the
Battle.—Iain a’ Chragain’s Troubles.—Invermoriston
House Burnt, and Glenmoriston Devastated.—A Whig
Garrison in Urquhart Castle.—The Castle besieged by the
Jacobites.—Supplies for the Garrison.—The Haughs of
Cromdale.—Close of the War.

ABour the year 1670 an event occurred in Glen-
Urquhart which added a chapter to the story of
our Parish, and involved the family of Achmonie
in much trouble. The Laird of Grant’s chamber-
lain—a man of the name of Grant, who resided in
Strathspey—appointed the mod, or rent-collection
court, to be held on a certain day at Kil St Ninian, or
Temple House. The chamberlain did not appear at
the appointed time, and while the people waited for
him they drank freely at the expense of the gentlemen
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of the Glen, among whom Gillies Mackay of Ach-
monie was prominent; and when Grant arrived he
found them excited and quarrelsome. The mod was,
however, proceeded with, and closed; and thereafter
the gentry and tenantry were entertained in the
usual manner in the grange barn.! All sat late and
drank heavily, and as the hours passed the disposi-
tion to quarrel increased—the Grants and such as
were not of that name taking opposite sides in the
disputes, as was their wont.  An insulting epithet
which the chamberlain applied to the men of Urquhart
brought the tumult to its height. Every man started
to his feet and drew his dirk. In an instant the
torches which served to light the barn were extin-
guished; and high above the shouts that followed
was heard the death-cry of the chamberlain, who had
been stabbed to the heart.

By whom the fatal thrust was given no one could
tell, but next morning Achmonie’s dirk was found
red with blood. Time passed, however, and no step
was taken to bring home the crime to him, or
to subject him to the punishment for which
it called. But, after the lapse of many months, the
Laird of Grant invited him, as he had often done
before, to a hunting in Strathspey.  The invitation
was accepted, and Mackay and a few attendants
journeyed to Castle Grant. They were hospitably
entertained the first day; but, early on the second,
Achmonie’s room was entered by an armed band,
headed by the Laird, who informed him of his know-

1 See footnote, p. 114 supra.
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ledge of his guilt, and intimated that he must yield
his lands or his life. The Laird meant what he
said, and Mackay was compelled to surrender the
estate—on the understanding that 1t should be
restored to him as vassal of the Laird.

No sooner was the business arranged than the
Laird’s illegitimate son, whose mother had become
the wife of the unfortunate chamberlain, entered
the room in which the Laird and Mackay were,
and demanded—** Ciod tha mise dol a dh’ fhaighinn
airson eirig mo bhobug:’’ ‘“ What am I to receive
as my stepfather’s eric?”’! The Laird bade the
young man hold his peace; but he was not thus to be
put off. As Achmonie and his men passed homeward
through the gorge of Slochd-Muic he suddenly fell
upon them with a number of the factor’s relatives and
friends. Several were killed on both sides; and of the
Urquhart men Achmonie and one other only escaped.

The surrendered lands were given on lease or
wadset by the Laird to William Grant, of the family of
Glenmoriston, whom we find in possession of them in
1677, and as late as 1691.  Gillies Mackay did not
live to see the promised restoration; but the promise
was fulfilled on 24th May, 1721, when his son John
obtained from Sir James Grant a feu-disposition of the
estate, which was thereafter held of the Laird of
Grant, instead of under the Bishop or the Crown, as
in the past.?

1Eric: compensation for death or injury.

2 Disposition at Castle Grant. John Mackay and his brother
Donald practised law in Inverness, as the smaller lairds and the
younger sons of the larger lairds were then wont to do. He was legal
adviser to the Laird of Grant in connection with Urquhart, as the
Author, his great-great-grandson, has been since 1875. See Mackays
of Achmonie, Appendix IX.

13
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Notwithstanding the ungenerous treatment that
Lady Ogilvy had received in Glen-Urquhart, two of
her sons, when they grew up to man’s estate, elected
to settle there, among the scenes of their childhood.
Patrick, who commanded the Grant Regiment at
the battle of Worcester, possessed Clunemore and
Clunebeg, while his brother Thomas—the Tomas
Dubh of his own time—held Balmacaan, where his
portrait 1s still preserved, and succeeded the
slain factor as chamberlain of Urquhart. Thomas
found much to worry and annoy him. In 1675 his
brother, Major George Grant, gave him great
offence by entering his territory, under cover of a
commission to suppress robberies in the Highlands,
and taking away, without his authority, farm stock
from the lands of Borlum-more. In December of
the same vear, Malcolm Fraser of Culduthel and his
brothers, Alasdair Roy and John Buie, made a
sudden raid on Borlum, and lifted sixty ewes, thirty
lambs, four horses, four mares, twelve cows, one ox,
one stirk, and ten ells of linen, belonging to the
tenants, Donald Og Mac Dhomhnuill and Alasdair
Mac Dhomhnuill Vie Tain Dui, alias Macdonell, who
afterwards sought redress in the Court of Session.!
Tn 1676 the chamberlain repaired the Castle, at a
cost of 200 merks®—the last repairs probably it ever
received, for troublous times soon overtook the
ancient fortress. Next vear he appears at a Presby-

1 Act and Commission, Donald Oig v. Frasers, at Castle Grant.
2 Letter from William Trent, Inverness, dated 20th April, 1676,

at Castle Grant.
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terial visitation of the old church of Kilmore as an
elder of the Parish; but even there he found no peace,
for the harmony of the meeting was disturbed by
a dispute between Grant of Corrimony and the
Cummings of Dulshangie regarding an encroach-
ment by Corrimony on a grave within the church
belonging to the Cummings.! And in October, 1678,
he and his neighbours, John Grant of Glenmoriston,
John Grant of Coineachan, and John Grant of Corri-
mony, and a host of other ‘‘ heads and branches of
families >’ throughout the Highlands, were required
by royal proclamation to repair to Inverlochy, and
give bonds for the peaceable behaviour of themselves
and their tenants and servants.?

The people of Urquhart and Glenmoriston were
not immediately affected by the persecutions of the
Covenanters which disgraced the reign of Charles
the Second.  The minister and his flock conformed
to Episcopacy, and there was no suffering within the
Parish for conscience’ sake. But when, after Charles’
death, the Covenanters, led by the Earl of Argyll,
attempted to place the Duke of Monmouth on the
throne, the men of Urquhart and Glenmoriston and
their neighbours were called upon to show their
loyalty to King James the Seventh. In June, 1685,
Lord Strathnaver, who was in command of the Royal
troops, 1ssued an order from the heights of Drum-
uachdar, commanding the Master of Tarbat with his
men, and Thomas Fraser of Beaufort with the men of

1Records of Presbytery of Inverness.
2 Antiquarian Notes, 188.
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the Aird, Sir Robert Gordon of Gordonstown,
the Frasers of Stratherrick, the men of Urquhart
and Glenmoriston, and those of the Castle lands of
Inverness, to join the Duke of Gordon in a proposed
expedition into Argyllshire.® The collapse of the
rebellion, and the execution of Monmouth and Argyll,
rendered the expedition unnecessary; but the pre-
parations which had been made for the war greatly
disturbed the North. At a meeting of the Presby-
tery of Inverness, held on 10th June, the minister
of our Parish and other clergymen were absent,
because they ‘‘ could not wait upon the diet, con-
sidering the great stirs that was in the country in
respect of the preparation to His Majesty’s host.”’?
The failure of the insurrection gave the Presbytery
unbounded joy; and on the 13th of August our
Parish joined in observing a day of solemn thanks-
giving ‘‘ for the happy and successful suppression
of the rebellion in both kingdoms.’”3

But the observers of the fast cried *‘ Peace, peace,’’
when there was no peace. While the Covenanters of
the Lowlands were hunted down by the supporters of
Episcopacy, the Highlands were torn with clan
strifes and cateran outrages. A meeting of Presby-
tery, held at Inverness on H5th September, 1688,
was attended only by the ministers of Inverness and
Kirkhill, ““all the rest absent, some by reason
of the great stirs that were in the country anent
the late rebellion, and bloodshed in Lochaber >’ *

. 1 Dunbar’s Social Life (First Series), p. 310.
2Records of Inverness Presbytery. 3Ibid. 4Tbid.
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—an allusion to the skirmish at Mulroy. Before the
end of the year the Prince of Orange landed in
England, and drove James off the throne.  James’
cause was taken up by John Graham of Claverhouse;
Viscount Dundee, who, following the example of his
great namesake Montrose, placed himself at the head
of a Highland army. He was opposed by General
Hugh Mackay, a distinguished Sutherlandshire soldier
who had won the confidence of the Prince of Orange
during a long military career on the Continent.

To the Covenanters, Dundee was evil incarnate
—the ‘“ Bloody Claverse,”’ who had sold his soul to
Satan, and, as part of the paction, was wading his
way to the realms of darkness through the blood of
the saints. To the Highlanders he was the great
Tain Dubh nan Cath—Black John of the Battles—a
brave and chivalrous soldier, true to his religion,
loyal to his king, devoted to his country, and, above
all, an enthusiastic lover of the lore of their own bards
and seanachies. The Macdonalds and Camerons
joined him early, and brought in the smaller septs in
their neighbourhood. Sir Ludovick Grant, the pro-
prietor of Strathspey and Urquhart, adhered to the
principles of the Revolution, and supported Mackay ;
but John Grant, younger of Glenmoriston, and James
Grant of Shewglie, ignored the claims of their chief
to their allegiance and took the side of Dundee.
Young Glenmoriston, better known by the name of
Tain a’ Chragain,® brought 150 men into the field,
while James Grant, who had added the district of

1Tain a’ Chragain—John of the Rock. So called from his having
after Killicrankie resided on the Cragain Darraich of Blairie.
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Inchbrine to his old wadset lands of Shewglie and
Lochletter,* was followed by his tenants and by the
Macdonalds and Macmillans of Urquhart.
Glenmoriston and Shewglie, placing themselves
under the banner of Alasdair Dubh of Glengarry,
joined Dundee in Lochaber on 18th' May; but two
months elapsed ere they had an opportunity of
meeting the enemy. During that period of compara-
tive inactivity Dundee experienced great difficulty
In procuring necessary provisions for his forces, and
a party of Camerons resolved to help him, and at the
same time avenge the death of some of their clans-
men- who had been hanged by the Laird of Grant.
Quietly leaving his camp, they, apparently without
his knowledge, marched into Glen-Urquhart and
began hfting cattle.  The inhabitants resisted, and
one of them—a Macdonald, who claimed connec-
tion with the family of Glengarry—imagined ‘‘ that
the simple merit of his name,’’ to quote Drummond,
or rather Macgregor, of Balhaldy,? ‘‘ and the clan to
which he belonged, was enough to protect himself
and the whole name of Grant from the revenge of
the Camerons. Confident of this, he came boldly
up to them, and, acquainting them with his name
and genealogy, he desired that, on his account, they
would peaceably depart the country, without injuring

1 Discharge by Ludovick Grant of Freuchie, to James Grant of
Shewglie, dated 26th May, 1683, in possession of the late Dr Cameron
of Lakefield.

2Memoirs of Lochiel. The name Drummond was assumed by
Macgregor of Balhaldy in consequence of the penal enactments against
his clan.
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the inhabitants, his neighbours and friends. To this
it was answered that, if he was a true Macdonald, he
ought to be with his chief in Dundee’s army, in the
service of his king and country; that they were at
a loss to understand why they should on his account
extend their friendship to a people who had, but a
few days before, seized on several of their men and
hanged them, without any other provocation than
that they served King James, which was contrary
to the laws of war, as well as of common humanity ;
that, as they had indeed an esteem for him, both for
the name he bore and the gentleman to whom he
belonged, so they desired that he would instantly
separate himself and his cattle from the rest of his
company, whom they were resolved to chastise for
their insolence. But the Macdonald replied that he
would run the same fate with his neighbours; and,
daring them to do their worst, departed in a huff.”
The Camerons thereupon attacked the Urquhart
men, and, killing some and dispersing the rest, drove
their cattle in triumph to Lochaber. Dundee and
Lochiel connived at their conduct, ‘ both on account
of the provocation they had, and of the supply of
provisions which they had brought and generously
distributed among the army.’””  But the brave Mac-
donald was among the slain, and his death was
keenly resented by Glengarry, whose name the
unfortunate man had unsuccessfully used to charm
away the Camerons. ‘‘ Glengarry,”’ says Lord Mac-
aulay,! ““in a rage went to Dundee and demanded

1 History of England.
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vengeance on Lochiel and the whole race of Cameron.
Dundee replied that the unfortunate gentleman who
had fallen was a traitor to the clan as well as to the
king. Was it ever heard of in war that the person
of an enemy, a combatant in arms, was to be held
inviolable on account of his name and descent? And,
even if wrong had been done, how was it to be
redressed? Half the army must slaughter the
other half before a finger could be laid on Lochiel.
Glengarry went away raging like a madman. Since
his complaints were disregarded by those who ought
to right him, he would right himself : he would draw
out his men, and fall sword in hand on the murderer
of his cousin. During some time he would listen to
no expostulation. =~ When he was reminded that
Lochiel’s followers were in number nearly double of
the Glengarry men, ‘No matter,” he cried, °one
Macdonald is worth two Camerons.” Had Lochiel
been equally irrifable and boastful, it is probable
that the Highland insurrection would have given
little more trouble to the Government, and that the
rebels would have perished obscurely in the wilder-
ness by one another’s claymores. But nature had
bestowed on him in large measure the qualities of a
statesman, though fortune had hidden those qualities
in an obscure corner of the world. He saw that this
was not a time for brawling; his own character for
courage had long been established, and his temper
was under strict government. The fury of Glen-
garry, not being inflamed by any fresh provocation,
rapidly abated. Indeed, there were some who
suspected that he had never been quite so pugnacious
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as he had affected to be, and that his bluster was meant
only to keep up his own dignity in the eyes of his
retainers. However this might be, the quarrel was.
composed; and the two chiefs met with the outward
show of civility at the General’s table.”

Drummond of Balhaldy, whom Macaulay follows.
in this narrative, states that Glengarry ‘‘meant
nothing more by the great noise he made but to
ingratiate himself with his people by humoring their
vanity, and showing them that the least injury
offered to the very meanest of them was equally his
own quarrel.”’! The wisdom of his conduct appears
evident; for among his followers were Shewglie and
other Glen-Urquhart men who must have been well
acquainted with the chivalrous Macdonald who had
refused to save his life by deserting his neighbours.
His feigned anger had the desired effect, and the
men of Urquhart did good service at the battle of
Killicrankie.

That battle, which the Highlanders know by the
name of Rinrory,? was fought on the 27th of July.
Mackay was marching northward from Perth;
Dundee was on his way south. Early in the
day the armies came in view of each other.
The Highlanders, wild with joy, clamoured for the
fray; but the sun was fast sinking behind the
Grampians before Dundee drew them out in order
of battle. Lochiel was credited not only with
great military genius but also with the power
of divination, and just before the onset he was

1 Memoirs of Lochiel.
2 Raon Ruaraidh—Roderick’s Field.
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consulted as to the issue.  ‘‘That side will win
that first spills blood,”” replied the chief. *‘ Do
you hear that?”’ said Iain a’ Chragain, addressing a
noted Glenmoriston deer stalker who stood by his
side, and significantly pointing to an officer who,
mounted on a white steed, had galloped out of
Mackay’s lines to survey the battlefield—*‘‘ Do you
hear that?’ The stalker crouched forward and
fired; and down came the rider of the white horse,
shot through the heart.! The battle now began.
Casting off their plaids and coats, the clansmen
rushed forward with shouts of exultation. The
men of Urquhart and Glenmoriston formed part
of a battalion led by the young chief of Glengarry,
who carried the royal standard of King James.  As
they charged, Shewglie was brought to his knees
by a ball that struck his shield; but it was only for
a moment. Exclaiming, ‘‘ Och, but the boddachs
are in earnest!”” he bounded forward.? At a short
distance from the enemy the Highlanders paused for
a moment, and fired; and then, throwing away their
firelocks, sprang upon the foe with claymore and
Lochaber-axe. A Glenmoriston man, of the name
of Mackintosh, especially distinguished himself by
passing his sword from the left shoulder to the right
loin of a Hessian soldier.®  Mackay and his oflicers

1Tradition in Glenmoriston.

2 Chambers’ History of the Rebellions.

3 Glenmoriston tradition. Mackintosh’s feat was one of ‘the
three wonders of the battle.”” His son fought for Prince Charles at
Falkirk and Culloden; and his grandson, John Mackintosh, joined the
British army, under John Grant of Glenmoriston, in 1780, and, after
seeing service in India and elsewhere, returned to Glenmoriston,
where he was remembered by persons who communicated the Killi-
crankie traditions to the Author.
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did all that brave men could do, but the Highland
avalanche swept all before 1t. The victory for King
James was dearly bought by the death of Dundee.
‘““How goes the day?’’ he asked, as he lay on the
sward, mortally wounded. ‘‘ Well for King James,”’
replied an attendant; ‘“but I am sorry for your
lordship.””  ““If it is well for him,”’ said the dying
hero, ‘‘ 1t matters the less for me.””  His place was
taken by General Cannon, who knew little of High-
land warfare and less of Highland sentiment, and
who soon offended and alienated the chiefs.  In less
than a month the men who had adored Dundee,
and conquered as he lay dying, returned to their
homes, dissatisfied and disheartened; ‘“ and all the
fruits of victory were gathered by the vanquished.’”
For the part taken by Iain a’ Chragain in the
rising his praises were sung in Latin verse by admir-
ing Saxons,? and in Gaelic duans by the bards of his

1 Macaulay’s History of England.

21In ““ Praelium Gillicrankianum,’’ he is referred to in the lines :—
Glenmoristonus junior, optimus bellator
Subito jam factus hactenus venator.

(Glenmoriston the younger, suddenly became a warrior from being
hitherto a hunter).

The author of ““ The Grameid,” in describing Dundee’s supporters,

‘thus sings of our hero :—
His quoque se comitem Morisina ex valle ferebat
Grantius egregius bello, non degener ille
Grantiades Balli dictus de nomine castri,
Qui Batavi partes praedonis, et arma secutus
Sustulit Auriaci vexilla nefanda tyranni.
Ille sed incoctum fido qui gestat honestum
Pectore, Caesareos Urquhartius acer in hostes.
Magnorum usque adeo mores imitatus avorum
Corripit arma manu, Regi inconcussus acerbis
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own people.  His loyalty, however, cost his father
and himself much. ‘‘The enemy were so enraged
against him,”” says Balhaldy,! *‘ that they burnt his
own seat to the ground, plundered his people, and
made such horrible devastations that the poor
gentleman was obliged to offer some proposals of
submission.”” At Inverness, Sir Thomas Livingston
dispensed military law at the head of the Scots
Dragoons and the regiments of Lord Strathnaver
(now an opponent of King James), Sir James Leslie,
and the Laird of Grant.  Young Glenmoriston and
his followers had to be chastised, and Strathnaver
was entrusted with the work. He himself
has recorded that he did it well. ““To raise
up the spirits of such as were in the interest of
King and Government,’’ says he in an unpublished
report (a fragment of which is still preserved at
Dunrobin), ‘I went out with a detachment from
Inverness of five hundred foot, and three troops of

Temporibus laturus opem, perque invia montes
Scandit inaccessos, magnoque in bella paratu
Arduus agmen agens graditur, quem Grantia pubes
Ordine servato ductorem in castra secuta est.

(With them also, from Glenmoriston, came as their companion in
the war the valiant Grant; not that degenerate Grant who takes his
name from Balachastle [Freuchie, or Castle Grant], and who was
following the party and the army of the Batavian robber, and was
upholding the nefarious standard of the Dutch tyrant; but the bold
Grant of Urquhart, bearing unstained honour in a faithful breast, and
keen against the foes of the Cwmsar. He, following the ways of his
great ancestors, took arms, and, undeterred by the misfortunes of the
time, contributed his help to his King. Through pathless tracts he
climbs precipitous mountains with great equipment for the war.
Tall in stature, he advances, leading his line; and there follows
him into the camp, as their chief, the children of Grant, all in good
order).

1 Memoirs of Lochiel.
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Sir Thomas Livingston’s dragoons, to Glenmoriston,
where with great difficulty we forced open the iron
gate [of Invermoriston House |, not having a petard
to blow it open.  Some of the rebels very nearly

SHIELD CARRIED BY T1AIN A’ CHRAGAIN AT KILLICRANKIE—
IN GLENMORISTON'S POSSESSION.

escaped me, by a boy’s acquainting them of our
march. 1 burnt their corn, and drove their cattle
and horses that fell in my way, to Inverness.  This
put them into such a consternation that, notwith-
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standing our defeat at Killicrankie, above fifteen
hundred came and took the oath to King William
and Queen Mary; and,”” he adds, as if he felt he had
overstepped his duty, ““I had Sir Thomas Living-
ston’s warrant and approbation.””  Sir Thomas
accepted the responsibility, and wrote on the report :
—*“I, underwritten, do hereby declare that what was.
done at Glenmoriston was by my orders, and that T
altogether approve of the commander’s conduct and
diligence in that affair.—T. LiviNesToN. At Inver-
ness, the 6th of September, 1689.””

Those harsh measures brought little advantage
to the Government. Young Glenmoriston con-
structed for himself a rude fort on the Cragain
Darraich—the Oak Rock—of Blairie, and continued
true to King James. He soon found himself among
friends. Urquhart Castle was garrisoned by Captain
Grant with three companies of the Highlanders of
Lord Strathnaver and the Laird of Grant; but the
men were poorly armed, having neither swords nor
bayonets, and only a few carbines sent them by the
Duke of Hamilton.! Before the end of the year the
old fort was besieged by the Jacobites. ‘‘I am cer-
tainly inform’d,”” writes Sir James Leslie to Lord
Melville, on 6th December,? ¢‘ that 500 of the rebells
were come to Urquett [Urquhart]; they threatned
the Castle, but I looke upon it to be 1n little dainger,
they [the garrison] haveing a fortnight’s or three
weeks’s provisions. T sent the last night Captain

1 General Mackay’s Memoirs of the Wars in Scotland and Ireland

(Bannatyne Club), 299-302.
2TIbid, 299.
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Grant up with ten bowles [bolls] of meale, and
ammunition, and thirteen men and a sargeant of
my regiment, and twelve of my Lord Strathnaver’s;
but the boat springing a leake by forcing her out of
the river into the laugh [loch], he tooke but twelve
of my men and a sargeant, and sent the rest back
againe;”’ and, after referring to affairs in other parts
of the country, he concludes—‘‘I have just now
received a letter from Corremonie, your nephewe’s
brother-in-law, that the Highlanders are come into
the countrey of Urquett, with 4 or 500 men, under
the command of Glengerry and my Lord Fredrick
[Fendraught], and this night or to-morrow they
expect Laugheale [Lochiel| and Cannon with more
forces. It is reported that a great many of the
M‘Kenzies are like to joyne them, as hkewise severall
of the Fraziers.”” And he gives in a postscript a list
of the districts reported as ready to join Cannon—
- among them being ‘‘ the Urquhart and Strathglass
men,’’ and ‘‘ the Glenmoriston men.”’

Captain Grant, notwithstanding the hole in his
boat, reached his destination with his men and meal
and ammunition; and, landing at the ancient water-
gate, which was beyond the reach of the fire of the
Jacobites, ‘* gott verry safe’’ into the Castle. From
there he wrote Sir James Leslie that the enemy
numbered SO0 men—an estimate which he subse-
quently modified to 600. These circumstances were,
on 9th December, reported by Sir James to General
Mackay. ‘T have likewise,”” said he, *‘ given Captain
Grant, commander of the Castle of Urquett, £5,
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and am this day sending him ten bowles of meale
more, with candles; which money I must lay out of
my own’ pockett, and it costs me two per cent. to
gett, besides one per cent. to the officer for bringing
it.””  Corrimony, who had hitherto kept him informed
of the course of events in the Glen, was himself now
under suspicion.  The Sheriff-Depute, added Sir
James, ‘‘ gives me notice that Corremonie is with
the enemie, and severall others, soe that they plav
fast and loose as they think fitt. I shall endeavour
to put myselfe in the best posture T can, having
given notice to all the countreys round about, as
Ross, Elgin, and Murrey, to be in reddeness, and put
themselves 1n the best posture they can for theire
owne defence, having assured them of what assistance
I can afford.”’?!

The Jacobites, indeed, had now so far recovered
from the confusion that followed Killicrankie, that,
with a Montrose or a Dundee at their head, they
might have turned the stream of British history.
‘They had, however, no such leader.  The Highland
friends of the Stewarts were left to linger in Glen-
Urquhart for months, consuming the cattle and grain
of the people, but achieving nothing else.  In March,
1690, Cannon was superseded by General Buchan,
who found the Highlanders disgusted, and their
zeal all but extinguished. A few rallied round the
new commander, including Tain a’ Chragain and the
men of Glenmoriston. ~ With these he went through
Lochaber, Badenoch, and Strathspey, with the

1 General Mackay’s Memoirs, 302-5.
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CHAPTER XII

1690—1708

The Parish Unsettled.-——The Castle garrisoned by the Whigs.
—They Vacate and Destroy it.—Its Last Record.—Its
Chambers of Treasure and Pestilence.—King William’s
Measures to subdue the Highlands.—Devastation of
Urquhart..ﬁThe Losses of the Laird of Grant and his
Tenants.—Compensation recommended by Parliament,
but refused by the King. — Insecurity of Life and
Property.—Raids and Dackerings. — Proceedings against
Achmonie.—Raids by Glenmoriston Men on Dalcross,
Glencannich, and Dunain.—Colonel Hill endeavours to
stop their Adventures.—Horses stolen from Shewglie.—
The Track and its Result.—The Macmillans of Loch-
Arkaig-side take a Spoil from Glenmoriston.—The Fight
of Corri-nam-Bronag.—The Raid of Inchbrine.—The
Conflict of Corribuy.—Death of Shewglie.—His Son's
Revenge.—Death of Gille Dubh nam Mart.

TaE Revolution Settlement, under which William
and Mary became King and Queen of Great Britain
and Ireland, brought no immediate peace to the
Highlands of Scotland. The friends of the Stewarts
still gave trouble, and for the protection of Urquhart
a detachment of Lord Strathnaver’s men was,
early in 1690, placed in the Castle.  This garrison
occupied it for at least two years—the last to which
it gave shelter.? The written military record of the

L The garrison probably consisted of 300 or 400 men. Sir James
Leslie, writing to General Mackay from Inverness, on 9th December,

1689, stated that the Castle *“ could contain three compani»=s very well,
and, for a stress, four.”
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old fortress closes on 11th January, 1692, with an
order upon the Provost and Magistrates of Inverness
to furnish horses to carry meal for the garrison.? It
was soon afterwards vacated by these Whig soldiers,
who prevented its occupation by the Jacobites by
blowing up the keep and entrance towers, and
destroying it as a place of strength. It was never
again repaired, and so dilapidated did it become by
1708, that the people took to carrying away the lead
that covered its roof, and the wooden partitions that
divided 1ts chambers.?  Gunpowder and decay had
done their work ; and henceforth the Royal Castle, the
pride of the North since the days of the War of
Independence, is but a crumbling ruin.?

The old Laird of Glenmoriston and his son, Iain
a’ Chragain, acting in concert with their neighbour,
Glengarry, long refused to take the oath of allegiance

* 1The order, which is in the archives of the Burgh of Inverness, is
in the following terms :—

““ You are herby Requird to provide as many horses as may trans-
port ten bolls of meal from the magazin of Inverness to the nearest end
of Lochness, for the use of the guarison of Urquhart, and that aganst
tomorrow morneing, the twelfte of January Instant. Given at Inver-
nesse, January 11th, 1692. For Their Maj[esties’] Service.—R.
CunineEAME. To the Provost and Magistrats of the towne of
Invernesse.” &

2See Appendix F. It is believed in the Parish that there are two
secret chambers underneath the ruins of the Castle—the one filled
with gold and the other with the plague. On account of the risk of
letting loose the pestilence, no attempt has ever been made to discover
the treasure. This myth, in various forms, and associated with
various places, is as old as the classic fable of Pandora.

3The Author’s ancestor, John Mackay of Achmonie, writing to
Brigadier Grant on 19th February, 1715, states—‘“The Castell of
Urquhart is blowen down with the last storme of wind, the south-west
syde theroff to the laich woult’’ [low vault]. It has now (1912) been
arranged that for the future the Castle will be under the care of the
Ancient Monuments and Historic Buildings Department of H.M.
Office of Works.
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to William and Mary. On 11th January, 1692, the
King issued instructions to Sir Thomas Livingston,
ordering him to proceed against the ‘‘ Highland
rebels >’ who still held out for King James, ‘‘ by fire
and sword and all manner of hostility; to burn their
houses, seize or destroy their goods or cattle, plenish-
ing or cloaths; and to cut off the men. To that end,”
adds the King, ‘“ you are to join the troops, and divide
them in parties, as you see cause or opposition. The

ANCIENT BROOCH FOUND AT URQUHART CASTLE

troops at Inverness lie most conveniently to be
employed against Glenmoriston and Glengarry.’”!
Vigorous measures, which culminated in the massacre
of Glencoe, followed upon these instructions, and in
the end the Highland chiefs yielded.

During the troubles of the Revolution, the Laird
of Grant and his tenants in Strathspey and Urquhart
suffered greatly. Despite the garrison in the Castle,

1Papers Illustrative of the Highlands of Scotland (Maitland
Club), p. 60.
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Urquhart was devastated by the adherents of the
Stewarts. In the hope of obtaining some redress, the
Laird presented a petition to the Scottish Parliament
praying that a commission should be issued to the
sheriffs and commissioners of supply of the shires of
Inverness, Moray, and Banff, to enquire into the
extent of the damage. - His prayer was granted,
and early in 1691, Hugh Fraser of Belladrum and
James Fraser of Reelig, two of the commissioners of
supply for the county of Inverness, opened an enquiry
in Glen-Urquhart and took the sworn evidence of
the tenants and inhabitants. Their report, dated at
Urqubhart the 3rd and 4th days of February, bore
that the losses in our Parish of the Laird and his
tenants amounted to £44,333 5s 2d Scots, including
the damage, assessed at £2000, done to the Castle by
King William’s soldiers.! This report, with another
in reference to Strathspey, was duly submitted to
Parliament; while the Laird presented a second
petition in 1695, setting forth that in consequence
of the ravages upon his estates, ‘‘ his tennents were
so impoverished that he got little or no rent for
several years out of his lands in Strathspey; and he
was necessitat to discharge his tennents in Urquhart
the entire rent of that Barony, which is £6000
Scots, and that for the year 1689, 1690, 1691, 1692,
and 1693, their stocks being so entirely carried away
that they could not continow to labour without
that abatement.””’? Including the above sum of
£44 333 5s 2d and the rents, the losses in Glen-
Urquhart amounted to £74,333 6s 2d Scots. In

1 Acts of Parl., IX., 426. 2Ibid.
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Strathspey the Laird and his tenants suffered to the
extent of £76,1562 18s 8d, making between the two
estates the enormous sum of £150,486 3s 10d Scots
—equal in value to the same amount in money
sterling in our day—as the price paid for the Laird’s
loyalty to King Wilham.  The Laird prayed Parlia-
ment to assess and declare. the amount of his losses,
and ‘‘ either to appoint him a fund for his payment
or at least to grant him a recommendation to His
Majesty for the same.”” The Committee for Private
Affairs, to whom the matter was remitted for
enquiry, found that the losses were correctly stated,
and Parliament recommended ‘‘the said Laird of
Grant to his Majesty’s Royal and Gracious considera-
tion for repairing of the damages and losses contained
in the foresaid report.”’*  The recommendation was
ignored by the ‘“Royal and Gracious,”” but very
ungrateful William; and, notwithstanding repeated
applications to himself and his successors down to the
time of George the Third, no compensation has as yet
been received for the damages and losses suffered by
the Laird and his tenants.

The troubles which accompanied and followed the
Revolution greatly increased the insecurity of hife and
property in the Highlands. During the last decade
of the seventeenth century and the first few years of
the eighteenth, the inhabitants of Urquhart and Glen-
moriston were freely plundered; and they plundered
as freely in return. A few of the raids in which they
were implicated may be mentioned.

1 Acts of Parl., IX., 426.
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In February, 1690, ‘ two red horse’ were stolen
from Murdo Mac Coil Vie Curchy, one of The
Chisholm’s tenants in Comar, and ‘‘ tracked ’’ to the
lands of Achmonie, which were then in the possession
of William Grant. Chisholm took up the cause of his
tenant, and instituted proceedings against Grant
before “ The Commissioners of Justiciary, appointed
by His Majesty for securing the peace of the High-
lands,”” and on 31st May, 1698, judgment was given
for £40 Scots, being the value of the two horses, £20
as the amount of loss, damage, and expense incurred
by Murdo in consequence of the theft, and £6 of
expenses. For these sums the Commissioners at the
same time 1ssued a precept of poinding, authorising
their officers to distrain and sell Grant’s effects. On
3rd February, 1699, the latter was ‘‘ charged ’’ by an
officer, and he doubtless found 1t expedient to pay the
amount contained in the judgment.!

Some time before July, 1693, Archibald Grant,
alias Mac Conchie Vie Phatrick, in Coineachan, son
of Duncan Grant of Duldreggan, carried away much
spoil from James Dunbar of Dalcross, one of the bailies
of Inverness.  The bailie, on 4th July, obtained a
decree of spuilzie in the sheriff court of Inverness,
against Archibald and some of his associates, for the
sum of £1224 17s 4d Scots of principal, with £60 of
costs. The sums were, however, unpaid as late as
October, 1703, when Dunbar obtained ¢ caption,’” or
warrant of imprisonment, against the debtors.?

1 Precept of Poinding, at Erchless Castle.

2 Antiquarian Notes, 143; and Precept of Poinding, at Erchless
Castle.
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In May, 1698, the same Archibald Grant, with
Patrick Grant, in Coineachan, his brother, and John
Grant of Glenmoriston, were involved in legal pro-
ceedings in connection with the theft from William
Chisholm, alias Mac Alasdair, tenant in Carrie of
Glencannich, of ‘‘four cows, whereof one white-
bellyit brown cow, two black cows, and the fourth
prick-hornit branderit cow.’”” The cattle, ‘¢ after
hot dackering,”’! were ‘‘ straightline tracked to the
bounds and graseings of Coinachan, possest by the
sald Patrick and Archibald Grant, or the said John
Grant of Glenmoriston; and they, being required to
purge their saids bounds and graseings of the said
track, they either refused, or could not doe the
samen.””  The Chisholm, as the complainer’s land-
lord, accordingly took the usual steps before the
Commissioners of Justiciary, who gave judgment
against the Grants for £48 Scots as the value of the
four cows, £20 of expenses, loss, and damage, and
£6 15s due to the Commissioners for administration
in the cause.?

At the same court Donald Mac Conachy Vie
Alasdair, in Dulchleichart, was found liable for 40
merks Scots, with £8 for loss and damage, and 10
merks and 2 shillings as the Commissioners’ fees, in
respect of the theft from Alexander Mac Hutcheon
Vie Coil, in Glencannich, of two cows—** both which
cows prick-hornit and black colour. . . . And
which cows, after diligent search and tryall made

1 Dacker, or daiker, to search.
2 Precept of Poinding, at Erchless Castle.
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therefor, were recently dackerit to the said Donald
Mac Cutcheon, his said portion of Tullichard, or
graseing thereof, called Ardmullen; and which track,
being by the said Complainer [The Chisholm ]
intimate and published to the said Donald, he
absolutely refused to purge his said portion of the
said track.’’!

John Grant of Glenmoriston repeatedly found
himself in trouble in connection with the predatory
enterprises of his people.  Referring, apparently,
to a raild on the lands of George, Viscount
Tarbat, Colonel John Hill, Governor of Fort-
William, wrote as follows to his Lordship on
1st November, 1697 :—‘‘I sent lately to Glen-
“noriston to settle with and satisfy your Lordship,
which he promised to do; and if he fail, I shall be
a quick remembrancer to him.”” And the Commus-
sioners of Justiciary granted a decree on Tth April,
1699, at the instance of Charles Baillie, as executor
of the deceased William Baillie of Dunain, against
Duncan Grant and James Grant, sons of the Tutor of
Glenmoriston, John Riach Mac Finlay vic Coil in Ach-
naconeran, John Dubh Mac Coile, servitor or servant
to Angus Roy Cameron, sometime in Invermoriston,
James Roy Mac Croiter in Coineachan, Alexander Mac:
Tain vic Alasdair in Wester Inverwick, Finlay Mac
Finlay vic Coil, brother of the said John Riach, Alex-
ander Macdonald in Duldregganbeg, Peter Grant,
brother of Glenmoriston and lately in Divach, Donald
Dubh Mac Iain vic Neil, Malcolm Mac Coile vic Sorle,

1 Precept of Poinding, at Erchless Castle.
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Alexander Dubh Mac Conachie Vore, Dalcattaig,
‘William Mac Conachie vie William there, Alexander
Keill Mac Coill vie Coill in Glenmoriston, ‘‘and
John Grant of Glenmoriston their Landlord, Master,
Chieftain, for his interest,”” for the sum of £2816
Scots, being the value of cattle carried away from
Dunain during the deceased’s lifetime, with the sum
of £281, being the tenth part of the value due to
the Commissioners as their fees. The process upon
which the decree proceeded, and the amounts
therein contained, were assigned by the executor to
William Baillie, then of Dunain, who made several
attempts to recover the money. In these he was
not successful; and after the lapse of twenty-two
years—on 28th January, 1721—he sold the decree
to John Grant, younger of Glenmoriston, grandson
of the chieftain against whom it was originally
directed.!

In the month of August, 1701, Thomas Fraser,
i Shewglie, was secretly relieved by some unknown
persons of ‘‘ ane blew horse or gerron,? seaven-year-
old; ane dinish whyt-faced gerron, fyve-year-old, or
thereby; and ane gray mear, about fyve-year-old.”’
Fraser tracked the horses across the river Enerick
to Buntait, and thence to Comarkirktown, in Strath-
glass, possessed by John and Thomas Chisholm.
The Chisholms were unable to clear their bounds of
the track, and Fraser at once assigned his claim

1 Translation by Baillie to Grant, recorded in Inverness Commis-
sary Books on 4th May, 1727.
2 Gerron : Gaelic gearran, a gelding.
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against them to Major James Grant, chamberlain
of Urquhart, who took the usual proceedings before
the Commissioners of Justiciary. The Chisholms,
although apparently innocent, were remiss in their
defence, and were found liable in ‘‘ the sum of ane
hundred and nyntie merks, deponed upon by the said
Thomas Fraser to be the value of the saids horses
and mear, together with the sum of ane hundred
and ten merks in lieu of the dammadges and
expenses.”’  They now, when too late, endeavoured
to push the track beyond their own lands, and
succeeded in bringing 1t to the bounds of Corin-
draihk, and thence to Guisachan, the property of
Wilham Fraser, to whom they gave the customary
intimation.  The latter cleared himself by following
1t across the mountains ‘‘ to the bounds and grazings
of Lundie in Glenmoriston, possessed by Patrick
Grant of Craskie, and Alexander Grant there, and
Patrick Grant in Coineachan,’”” whom we have seen
in a similarly suspicious position in 1698.  The
Grants received the usual notice, but, ‘‘ notwith-
standing the trackers stayed and resided upon the
salds bounds the ordinary tyme appointed in such
cases, yet they [the Grants] could not purge the same
track from off their bounds.”” The Chisholms accord-
ingly caused a summons to be served on them on
12th May, 1702, for the amounts in which they
themselves had been found liable to the chamberlain
of Urquhart. The case came before the Commis-
sioners, within the tolbooth of Inverness, on the
26th, when the Grants were defended by a lawyer
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4

named John Taylor, who ‘‘ gave in certain defences
in wreitt, against the officer, against the citationes
being one fewer than fyfteen dayes, and the
citationes being generall as to the tyme of stealling
of the horses, collours, etc., of them, and craveing
expenses in respect of the said informalities.”” Unfor-
tunately for the Chisholms, the lawyer’s pleadings
prevailed. The Commissioners found that the sum-
mons had not been validly served, and ordered the
defenders to be cited of new.! The subsequent
proceedings, if such there were, have not been pre-
served.

Patrick Dubh Grant of Craskie, whose name
appears in these writs, was at one time, says tradi-
tion, spoiled of a number of cattle by a party of
Macmillans from Loch-Arkaig-side. Pursuing the
reivers, with his brother and his friends, he overtook
them at Corri-nam-Bronag, between Glen-Loyne
and Tomdoun in Glengarry. When he demanded
restitution of the cattle, he got the reply, ‘‘ You
may take them, if you can.”” He tried, and suc-
ceeded; but in the struggle several fell on both
sides. The Macmillans still lie in the Corrie, where
twelve cairns mark their graves. The Glenmoriston
slain were brought home, and buried with their
kindred in Clachan Mherchaird.

But the most notable event of those stormy
times, connected with our Parish, was the Raid of
Inchbrine, which occurred in 1691 or 1692.2 The

1 Precept of Relief, Chisholms v. Grants, at Erchless Castle.
2 James Grant of Shewglie, who was killed in the raid, was alive on
14th May, 1691. No reference to him has been found after that date.
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story, as handed down by tradition, is as follows.
Twenty years or more before the Raid, a vagrant
woman from Lochaber arrived at Shewglie, and
was provided with food and shelter for the
night. Before morning she gave birth to a boy,
whom the goodwife of Shewglie offered to keep and
rear. The mother consented, and went her way.
The boy grew up unchristened, and, as he tended
Shewglie’s cattle, he was known by the name of
Gille Dubh nam Mart—the Black Lad of the Cows.
His young companions taunted him with his origin,
and made his life miserable; and at last he left
Shewglie, and made his way to Lochaber. The
Lochabermen soon brought his knowledge of Glen-
Urquhart into requisition; and under his guidance
a party proceeded to the Glen in search of plunder.
Crossing the mountains, they passed by Shewglie,
and came suddenly to Inchbrine, while the people
were absent in the distant peat moss. Hurriedly
lifting a large number of cattle, they retraced their
steps along the old path leading through Corribuy
and across Glen-Coilty. Summoned from the moss,
the men of the Braes speedily gathered at the
house of James Grant of Shewglie, and requested
that he should lead them against the invaders.
Shewglie, whom we have seen distinguishing him-
self at Killicrankie, had not a drop of coward’s blood
in his veins; but the followers of the Gille Dubh
were more numerous than the Urquhart men who had
hastily met, and he advised delay until more were got
together. ‘I will follow the Lochabermen,”’
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exclaimed his impulsive wife, Hannah Fraser, ‘“ and
you may stay at home and ply the distaff.”’ Smarting
under the taunt, he bade his men follow him, and set
out after the raiders, whom he overtook on a small
rocky plateau, lying to the south of the burn of Corri-
buy, ever since known as Carn Mharbh Dhaoine—the
Rock of the Dead Men. The Gille Dubh stepped out

to meet his late master. ‘I did not expect,’’ said
the latter, ‘‘ that you would be the one to lift cattle in
Glen-Urquhart.”” ““ Nor I,”” replied the young man,

‘“ that you would be the one to follow me, seeing I have
taken none of yours.”” On Shewglie’s account the
spoil was at once given up, and the men of Urquhart.
turned their faces towards their Glen. They had
proceeded but a few paces when a hare started from
among the heather and ran across the moor between
the two parties. Kenneth Macdonald, from Meiklie-
na-h-Aitnich, raised his gun and fired at it. The shot
had no effect on the hare, which was believed to be a
witch, but it brought disaster on Kenneth and his com-
panions. The Lochabermen thought it was intended
for themselves, and returned the fire. A desperate
fight followed. Tor a time the Urquhart men kept
their ground, and several of their opponents fell; but
in the end they were forced to fly, leaving eight of
their number, including Shewglie, dead in the heather.
The Lochabermen not only took possession of the
cattle again, but they also returned to Shewglie and
took every hoof belonging to that township. Hannah
Fraser, weeping over the result of her rashness,
approached the Gille Dubh and appealed for mercy.
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“ Remember,”’ said she, ‘‘ that I long befriended you,
and that I am now a widow, and about to become the:
mother of a fatherless child.”” There was no mercy
in his reply :—*“ Ma tha thu trom, beir searrach!”’—
““ If you are with child, bear a foal !’

The people of Glen-Urquhart removed their dead
from Corribuy, and raised cairns on the spots where
the bodies were found. These still stand, one larger
than the others marking the place where Shewglie
fell.t

The lady whom Gille Dubh nam Mart so grossly
insulted was In due time delivered of a son, who
early dreamt of avenging her wrongs. At last,
when he had reached manhood, he rode alone to
Lochaber, and came to the Gille Dubh’s house late in
the evening. His request for quarters for the night
was readily granted by that worthy, who, in accord-
ance with the rules of Highland hospitality, refrained
from enquiring who he was or whence he had come.
Finding the young man entertaining, the Gille Dubh
conversed with him on the deeds of former days till
far into the night. Grant alluded to the Raid of
Inchbrine, and induced his host to relate the story.
When the tale was told, the young man sprang to his
feet and exclaimed, ‘“ The hour of vengeance has
now arrived.””  ““ Who are you?’’ angrily demanded
the Gille Dubh. ““I,” replied Grant, ‘‘ am the foal

1The Raid of Inchbrine was further commemorated in a lament,
the words of which the Author has been unable to recover, with the
exception of the first two lines :—
’S ann maduinn Diardaoin
Thog iad Creach Innse-Bhraoin.

(It was on a Thursday morning that they took the spoil of Inchbrine).
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which the goodwife of Shewglie carried on the day
of the Raid of Inchbrine;’”’ and, with these words,
he plunged his dirk into the man’s heart.  Rushing
out of the house, he leapt into his saddle, and was far
on his way to Urquhart ere the morning light fell on
the lifeless body of Gille Dubh nam Mart.?

1 We find frequent references at this time to the unsettled state of
the country. Writing in June, 1691, to Hay of Park, Sir Hugh
Campbell of Cawdor, after giving an account of raids made upon him-
self and his neighbours by Lochabermen, concludes:—“I tell you
these things anent the condition of the country that you may let my
good Lord Crawford know the case we are in, that so the Lords of
‘Counsel may take us under their care and particular protection, and
if their Lordships would please to order the Governor of Inverness or
the Commander-in-Chief to lodge one hundred men at Dunmaglass,
and as many, or more, at Aberarder, with a troop of dragoons (there
is plenty of grass in that country) they would do much to secure us
and all betwixt Spey and Ness, unless the Highlanders would draw to
a head again, which we are boasted—in which case those little garri-
sons of Aberarder and Dunmaglass may easily in two hours’ time
retire to Inverness without danger.”

Cawdor’s suggestion was ignored, and a similar suggestion made
eight years later by Lord Tarbat for the protection of the country
lying to the north of Loch Ness met the same fate. “ When I retired
to the North,” sa’d his Lordship, writing to the Lord Chancellor in
May, 1699, “ I saw all people quiet in great part; only the Highland
robbers were doing hurt to many of the peaceable subjects, whereof
and of a suitable remedy as to the five northern shires and a part of
Nairn I acquainted your lordship. And I do yet wish that the post-
ing of some 80 or 100 of the forces from April to December twixt
Invermoriston at the East, and the head of Lochourn at the West Sea,
may be ordered, which would save these shires who now repine that
the soldiers, who live in sloth and idleness, are not doing this good
office to a considerable part of the nation, who give their money as
frankly as any do for pay to these forces.”” It was left to Simon, Lord
Lovat, to carry Tarbat’s idea into effect. General Wade reported in
1725 that °“ the new-raised companies of Highlanders . . . were sent
to their respective stations with proper orders; as well to prevent the
Highlanders from returning to the use of arms, as to hinder their
committing depredations on the low country. The Lord Lovat’s com-
pany was posted to guard all the passes in the mountains from the
Isle of Skye eastward, as far as Inverness.”
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CHAPTER XIII

1693—1736

Fairs Established in Glen-Urquhart.—Erection of the Regality
of Grant.—Sir Ludovick Grant acquires Abriachan, Cul-
nakirk, and Clunemore.—He makes over Urquhart *o
Brigadier Grant.—The Brigadier’s Career.—The Fifteen.
—The Brigadier on the side of King George.—The Men
of Urquhart and Glenmoriston support the Chevalier.—
Glengarry and Glenmoriston in Argyll.—Sheriffmuir.—
Keppoch’s Raid on Urquhart.—The Brigadier and ths
Jacobites of Urquhart.—Attainder of Tain a’ Chragain.—
Invermoriston House Burnt, and Glenmoriston Forfeited.
—The Forfeited Estates Commissioners and their
Difficulties.—The Court of Sir Patrick Strachan.—The
Battle of Glenshiel. —The Commissioners’ Factors.—The
Factors in Glenmoriston.—Patrick Grant joins Donaid
Murchison.—The Fight of Ath-nam-Muileach.—General
Wade.—Fort-Augustus Built.—Wade’s Roads.—Galley
placed on Loch Ness.—Glenmoriston purchased for Iain a’
Chragain.—The Price and its Application.—Tain a’
Chragain’s Death.—His Career and Character.

AvtnouaH Sir Ludovick Grant failed in his endeavours
to get pecuniary compensation from the Government
for his own and his tenants’ losses in connection with
the Revolution, certain privileges were conferred
upon him which 1n that age were not without value.
On 15th June, 1693, Parliament passed an Act
appointing ‘‘ ane free fair,”” to be called ‘‘ Louis
Faire’’ after himself,® to be held at the church of
1 Ludovick is a form of Lewis, or Louis.

15
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Kilmore, in Urquhart, on the last Tuesday of August
in each year, and another, to be called ‘* Lady Fair,””
in honour of his wife, to be held yearly, in November,
at the same place. To these fairs all might “‘ resort
for buying and selling of bestiall and all sorts of mer-
chant commodities whatsumever that shall be brought
thereto be any persones;”’ and the Laird and his
successors were to receive ‘‘ the haill tolls, customs,
emoluments, profits, and dueties belonging or that by
the laws and practiques of this realme belongs or
appertaines to any in the like caices, to be collected
and ingathered be him, his tacksmen, servants, or
collectors, to be appointed by him for that effect.’”*
On 28th February, 1694, his claims upon the King
were further acknowledged by the grant of a crown
charter erecting his whole lands, including the Barony
of Urquhart, as well as the Barony of Corrimony, the
feudal superiority of which he possessed, into the
Regality of Grant.?

1 Acts of Parliament, IX., App., 93.

2Ibid. X., p. 93. The Regality embraced inter alia °“ the lands
and barony of Urquhart, viz., Bordland [Borlum] with the fortalice
thereof, 6 merkland of Kill St Ninian with the mill, 6 merkland of
Kerrogar, 6 merkland of Drumboy, 3 merkland of Wester Bounload,
3 merkland of Mid Bounload, 3 merkland of Easter Bounload, 6 merk-
land of Balmakaan, 6 merkland of Garthali, 6 merkland of Polmalie
and Delshange, Little Clune, 9 merkland of the Three Inchbrenes, 3
merkland of Meikle Diviagh, with the office of forester of the forest of
Clunie, with the shealings thereof, in the Lordship of Urquhart and
shire of Invermess, erected of old into one free barony called the
Barony of Urquhart, reserving to their Majesties and their successors
the property of the forest of (lunie, with the shealings thereof; and
also the forty shilling land of new extent of Bounload, in the Barony
of Urquhart and shire of Inverness, and the advocation, donation, and

right of patronage of the benefice of the Chancellory of Moray, com-
prehending the churches of Inverawin, Kirkmichell, Knockandoch,
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Sir Ludovick, also, notwithstanding his troubles
and losses, found opportunities of acquiring new
estates.  He purchased Abriachan from Alexander
Fraser of Kinnerras in 1695, and Culnakirk and
Clunemore from John Grant of Glenmoriston in the
following year; and having thus consolidated his
possessions in the district of Loch Ness, he made
them over in 1699 to his eldest son, Colonel Alexander
Grant, on the occasion of the latter’s marriage with
Elizabeth Stewart.! The Laird retained his other
estates until his death in 1716.

Alexander Grant was a man of considerable note
in his time. e represented the County of Inverness
in Parliament for several years, took an active part
in the negotiations for the union with England, and
was one of the Scottish commissioners who signed the
Articles of Union in 1706. He was a brave soldier
and a capable officer, and saw much service in the
wars of the Duke of Marlborough, under whom he
received rapid promotion, until, in 1711, he was
raised, “‘for his loyalty, courage, and experience,”’
to the rank of brigadier-general. In January, 1715,
he became governor of the fortress of Sheerness, and,

Urquhart and Glenmoriston, and parish churches of Cromdaill, Advie,
Abernethie, Kincardin, and Dutchell, rectories and vicarages of the
same, in the diocese of Moray, and shires of Inverness and Elgin and
Forres, united to the foresaid lands of Easter Bounload in the barony
of Urquhart and shire of Inverness; and in like manner the lands and
barony of Corriemonie, comprehending the £4 lands of Corriemonis,
* and £4 lands of Morall, and £8 lands of Four Meiklies, 40s lands of
Lochletter, 40s lands of Auchatemrach, 40s lands of Diviagh, 40s lands
of Little Cloyne, and the half lands of Cloyne Meikle, and 40s lands of
Pitchirrelleroy, extending in all to a £27 land, in the lordship of
Urquhart and shire of Inverness.”
1 Chiefs of Grant, I., 501.
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on the outbreak of the Jacobite insurrection of that
year, captain of the castle of Edinburgh. On the
19th of August he was appointed lord-lieutenant of
the counties of Inverness and Banff.

During the latter years of the reign of Queen
Anne, the Tory or Jacobite party made little attempt
to conceal their intention of bringing about the
restoration of the Stewarts on her death. Her some-
what sudden end in August, 1714, however, found
them unprepared; and, with few exceptions, they
appeared to acquiesce in the accession of George the
First. The Earl of Mar, who had great influence in
the North, offered his services to George, and obtained
from a number of Highland chieftains, including The
Chisholm and Tain a’ Chragain, Laird of Glenmoriston,
a letter entreating him to assure the Government
of their loyalty to His Majesty.! But these .
professions were only intended to deceive. In
August, 1715, the Earl held the famous Hunting of
Braemar, at which it was resolved to rise in arms
for James, son of James the Seventh. Glengarry
was present at the Hunting, and so also, it is said,
was his neighbour, Iain a’ Chragain. They were
old companions in arms, for they had fought side by
side for James’ father at Killicrankie. =~ The Laird of
Grant and the Brigadier were enthusiastic Whigs,
but that circumstance did not prevent their clans-
men and tenants taking up the Stewart cause.
Under the banner of Glengarry were found Tain a’

1 Collection of Original Letters and Authentick Papers relating tc
the Rebellion of 1715, 5.
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Chragain and his men of Glenmoriston, as well as a
company from Glen-Urquhart, under the command of
Macdonald of Aughtera, near Fort-Augustus, with
Alexander Cumming, a brother of Dulshangie, and
William Grant, a son of Corrimony, as his lieutenants. *
Alexander Grant of Shewglie, son of that Shewglie
who fell at Corribuy, privately exercised his influence
in favour of the Stewarts.?

The story of The Fifteen may be briefly told.
Mar unfurled his standard early in September, and,
marching southward, seized Perth, which he made
his headquarters. ~He was opposed by John, Duke
of Argyll, commander-in-chief of King George’s
forces in Scotland.  Glengarry and Glenmoriston
were sent into Argyll with five hundred men,
to raise the Jacobites of that county, and seize
Inveraray. They met with no success, and in
November they joined Mar—whose forces had
already been increased by the arrival of the
Chisholms and other northern clans—in time to
take part in the battle of Sheriffmuir. In that
" strange conflict the right wing of each army was
victorious, and the left defeated; and both sides
claimed the victory. But while the immediate issue
was doubtful, the result of the battle, and of the
defeat, on the same day, of Mackintosh of Borlum’s
army in England, was to break the back of the
insurrection. Mar’s army melted away; and, not-
withstanding the appearance on the scene of James

1 Chiefs of Grant, II., 95.
2 Memorial, dated 1746, at Castle Grant.
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himself, the Rising of the Fifteen speedily came to
an end.  During its course Macdonald of Keppoch
entered Glen-Urquhart with three hundred men,
committed great outrages, and carried off a large
booty.!

The conduct of the men who had gone from Glen-
Urquhart to join the Jacobite army gave their landlord,
Brigadier Grant, excessive annoyance, and he vowed
vengeance against them.  ‘‘ By what information T
can get from some prisoners taken at Dunblaine,’” he
wrote from Stirling to his brother, Captain George
Grant, on 22nd December, ‘I find there were some
of the Urquhart men with the rebels. The company
was commanded by McDonald of Aughtera; Del-
shangie’s brother, Alexander Cumming, was lieu-
tenant, and Corriemonie’s sone William Grant, were
officers. I have a list of severalls of the private men
which I need not send, since you’l gett them from
Clury [Grant, Clury, the factor of Urquhart] or
Sheugly. I hope, whatever coms of others, you will,
with my other friends, take care that these men of
myn be secured ; be shure you take no baile for them.
If they’r not able to maintain themselves, I desire
you’l at my charge lett them have a penny worth of
bread a day, and that without respect of persons or
relations; for, as far as it’s possible for me, I will
prosecute them and endeavour to make examples of
them, that so future ages shall stand in aw of following
there footsteps. For if they should escape, I think

1 Major Fraser’s Manuseript, II., 71; Arbuthnot’s Life of Lovat,
215.
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others would be the readier to imitate them.
Besides, with me its ane aggravation of their guilt
that they joyn’d the Laird of Glengarry; and for
that reason I hope my friends will be at some pamns
to secure these rebells, but lett [it] be so cautiously
manadg’d that the execution of it may be all at the
same tym. I’m told that John Grant in Divach has
been a very turbulent fellow on this occasion. I
therefore desire that he may be keept prisoner, and
not allow’d his liberty upon baile, as I hear he
purposes; and at the same tym lett him be warn’d
out of what land he possesses of myn again [against |
the next term. So give your orders to Clury anent
it.””  The Brigadier himself soon followed this angry
letter, and placed soldiers in the houses of Erchless,
Brahan, and Borlum near Inverness. His visit to
Urquhart was not so disastrous to his offending
tenants as they had probably expected.

In the Act of Attainder passed by Parliament
after the suppression of the insurrection, John Grant
of Glenmoriston, The Chisholm, and Alexander
Macdonald of Glengarry, are named among those
who had taken up arms against King George, and
were to stand and be adjudged attainted of high
treason if they did not surrender themselves for
trial on or before 1st June, 1716.  Glengarry sur-
rendered, and was pardoned. Glenmoriston and The
Chisholm held out; and in their cases the attainder
took effect, and their estates were forfeited. Inver-
moriston House was given to the flames by the
Whig soldiers, and, as in the days of the Revolution,
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Tain a’ Chragain had to betake himself to the
natural fastnesses of that glen which, legally, he
could no longer call his own. A cave in the face
of a rock overhanging the river Moriston, near the
fall of Eas-lararaidh, is still pointed out as his
favourite retreat until the King’s general amnesty
in 1717 made it safe for him to appear in public.

The estate of Glenmoriston—now once agamn
Crown property—was, together with the lands
of The Chisholm, the KEarl of Seaforth, and
other attainted landowners, placed by Parliament
under the management of the Forfeited Estates
Commissioners. Those gentlemen did not find their
task an easy one. The tenants, in most cases,
adhered loyally to their old proprietors, and refused
to pay rent to the representatives of the Crown.
The story of Donald Murchison, Seaforth’s cham-
berlain, collecting the rents of Kintail, and sending -
them to the Earl on the Continent, is well known.
In a similar manner Iain a’ Chragain practically
continued to enjoy his old patrimony. The great
bulk of his estate was found by the Commissioners
to be in the occupancy of his near relatives, under
rights which 1t was difficult to set aside. His
brother Patrick held the lands of Coineachan and
Bealla-Do, under a wadset for 2000 merks Scots.
Patrick Grant of Craskie had a similar right to
Craskie and Tomcraskie, in security of 3000 merks.
Angus or Alneas Grant possessed Duldreggan under,
a wadset for 3000 merks. John Macdonald held
Dulchreichart 1n security of 500 merks. The Laird’s.
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brother, Duncan, had Wester Inverwick, in security
of 1000 merks; his son-in-law, Alexander Grant of
Shewglie, tenanted Glenfad, and retained the rent
on account of the interest of two sums of 2000 merks
and £200 Scots due to him; and, to crown all, his
own wife, the daughter of Sir Ewen of Lochiel, was
tenant of the home farms of Invermoriston and
Blairie in virtue of some right granted to her before
the Rising, as a safeguard, probably, against mis-
fortune.!

In addition to these legal difficulties, the officers of
the Commissioners ran considerable risk of personal
violence in the performance of their duties; and,
when their surveyor-general, Sir Patrick Strachan
of Glenkindy, came north to make enquiry concern-
ing the lands of Glenmoriston and their rental, he-
did not venture within the bounds of our Parish, but
held his court on the Green of Muirtown in
Inverness. In response to his summons, the Glen-
moriston wadsetters and tenants met him there on
- 29th October, 1718, and on oath declared the rents
and duties payable by them. As so ascertained, the
total yearly value of the whole estate amounted only
to £691 16s 8d Scots !

Rumours of a Spanish invasion in the interest
of the Chevalier encouraged the Glenmoriston
tenantry, led by their old Laird and his sons, to
continue to defy the Commissioners; but their hopes

1Forfeited Estates Papers, in Register House, Edinburgh.
2 Ibid.
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were almost destroyed when, in 1719, General
Wightman, marching from Inverness by Strath-
errick, Kil-Chuimein, and Glenmoriston,! defeated
the Spaniards in Glenshiel. Still, however, no rents
found their way into the coffers of the Commissioners,
and so, to end the farce, two resolute Ross-shire
Whigs—William Ross of Easter Fearn, ex-provost
of Tain, and his brother, Robert Ross, one of the
bailies of that burgh®>—were appointed factors on
the estates of Seaforth, Chisholm, and Glenmoriston,
in October, 1720, with instructions to bring them
effectually under Government control. The factors
began quietly by serving the tenants with demands
for payment of their rents. The notices were treated
with contempt, and they therefore resolved to visit
the estates in person.  Starting from Inverness, on
13th September, 1721, under the escort of Lieu-
tenant John Allardyce and a company of the Royal
Regiment of North British Fusiliers, and proceeding
through Glen-Urquhart, they reached Invermoriston
““ after some adventures,’’ and there held a court on
the 21st, to which they summoned the wadsetters
and tenants. A few only obeyed. FEaster Fearn
acted as baron-bailie, or judge : his brother took the
part of prosecutor, and formally demanded payment
of the rents of the crops for the years 1715 to 1721,
inclusive.  Some of the tenants admitted that the
amounts claimed were due, and the baron-bailie gave
judgment against them.  Others swore that, not-
withstanding the forfeiture, they had paid their

1 Jacobite Lairds of Gask, 461. 2Taylor’s History of Tain, 89.
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rents to the old Laird—a few adding by way of
excuse that they were ‘‘stressed thereto.””  The
cases of those who had paid to the Laird were
referred to the decision of the Commissioners; while
the absent tenants were ‘‘ held as confessed,”” and
judgment given against them.!

But these proceedings were of little avail. Among
those who watched them was Jain a’ Chragain’s
second son, Patrick, a young lad of spirit, who bore
no love to the gentlemen of Easter Ross, and whose
great ambition was to cut short their factorial career.
When they left Invermoriston, with the intention of
visiting Strathglass and Kintail, Patrick, with a few
kindred spirits, took the short route by the Braes of
Glenmoriston to the West Coast, and informed
Donald Murchison of their approach. Murchison,
who had had some military experience as an officer
in the Jacobite army, resolved that they should not
enter the bounds of the Seaforth country; and, with
about three hundred men, and accompanied by
Patrick Grant and his companions, he crossed the
mountains in the direction of Strathglass, and lay in
wait for them in the heights of Glen-Affaric.  The
factors, having held courts in Strathglass, started
with their escort for Kintail. But their progress
was stopped at Ath-nam-Muileach, where they were
suddenly confronted by Murchison’s party. After
an exchange of fire, Easter Fearn and Murchison
met between the lines, with the result that the
factors retraced their steps, leaving, it 1s said, their

1 Forfeited Estates Papers, in Register House.
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commission In Donald’s hands. In the skirmish
Easter Fearn and his son Walter and several others
were wounded.  Walter succumbed to his injuries,
and his body was carried by the Fusiliers to Beauly,
and buried within the walls of the Priory.

With the view of punishing the perpetrators of
this outrage, the authorities went to some trouble to
ascertaln who were present with Murchison. On
11th and 20th November, Robert Gordon of Haugh,
Sheriff-Depute of Inverness, held courts of enquiry
at Inverness, at which witnesses gave the names
of such as they had recognised—among them being
Patrick Grant, and Donald Roy, Achnaconeran, son
of the Glenmoriston ground-officer.!  Similar courts
were held by John Baillie, also a Sherniff-Depute, at
Guisachan on 16th November, and at Duldreggan
on the 20th.? But these enquiries had no result.
The Glenmoriston men escaped the punishment
which was intended for them, and Patrick Grant lived
to re-acquire the estate of his forefathers, which he
enjoyed till his death, at a great age, in 1786.%

1 Forfeited Estates Papers. 2Ibid.

3The following fragment of a spirited old ballad on the skirmish
of Ath-nam-Muileach—The Ford of the Men of Mull—is now printed
for the first time. According to tradition, it was composed by a
Beauly woman who witnessed the return of the factors and the burial
of Walter Ross :—

Ud-ud! Ud-ud! Ud-ud-iain!

Bu tubaisteach bhur comhal,

’Nuair thachair prasgan ullamh ruibh
Aig Ath-nam-Muileach comhla.

Gur h-olc a chaidh a’ chomhairle leibh,
’S i dh’fhag bhur gnothach cearbach—
Gun deach Fear Fearn a mhaslachadh,
’S gun deach a mhac a mharbhadh.
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In the year 1724, Goyernment sent General
Wade into the Highlands to enquire into the state
of the country; and, as the result of his report and
recommendations, he was commissioned to disarm
the Highlanders, and to carry out certain sugges-
tions which he had made. On 15th September,
1725, the men of Glenmoriston, Glengarry, and
Strathglass made a show of surrendering their
arms to him at the then newly erected barrack of

Gun deach Fear Fearn a mhaslachadh,
’S gun deach a mhac a mharbhadh;
’S gun tug sibh mal a’ Mharcuis leibh
Air chupall each ’s air charbad !

Gun deach Fear Fearn a mhaslachadh,
A’s chaidh a mhac a reubadh;

’S chaidh luchd nan cota daithte ’sin

A chasaid a Dhuin-Eideann !

’Nuair chunna sibh nach b’urrainn duibh
Na giullain a bh’aig Domhnull,

Gun tug sibh an commission da

A fhuair sibh ’ghibht bho Dedrsa !

Guidheam ceud buaidh-thapaidh leat,
A Dhomhnuill ghasda, ghleusda,
A Dhomhnuill threubhaich, churanta,
Ni feum dhe arm ’s dhe eideadh !

(Ud-ud. Ud-ud! Ud-ud-iain! Awkward was your [the Whigs’]
performance on the day on which the sprightly company [of Jacobites]
met you at Ath-nam-Muileach. Bad was the result of your consulta-
tion : it brought your errand to a feeble end ; Fearn was disgraced, and
his son was slain. Fearn was disgraced, and his son was slain; and
you carried the rent of the Marquis [of Seaforth] with you on a bier
between two horses! [A sarcastic allusion to the fact that, instead of
returning with the rent, they returned with young Fearn’s dead body.]
Fearn was disgraced, and his son was mangled; and the men of the
coloured coats went to Edinburgh to complain! When you saw that
you could not cope with Donald’s youths, you gave up to him the com-
mission which you received in gift from [King] George! I wish you
a hundred brave victories, O Donald the good and expert, Donald the
bold and valorous, who can put arms and accoutrements to proper use !)
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Kil-Chumein, or Fort-Augustus; but they concealed
their best weapons, and only gave up such as were
of little use. Wade, following the example of
Cromwell, placed on Loch Ness a galley, capable of
carrying fifty or sixty soldiers; an independent
company of Highlanders, raised by the then effu-
sively loyal Simon, Lord Lovat, was placed along
a line stretching from Invermoriston to Loch Duich,
with the object of preventing the passage of cattle-
lifters from the countries of the Macdonalds and
Lochiel; and, most important of all, those military
roads which still bear the General’s name, were
gradually constructed—one of them running from
Fort-Augustus across the hills to Aonach in Glen-
moriston, and thence westward to Glenelg.
Notwithstanding all these measures, the Forfeited
Estates Commissioners found it impossible to make
the lands under their charge of any value to the
public, and their sale was at last decided on. In
most cases friends took means to secure their restora-
tion to the old owners, and the kindly clannishness
of the Gael precluded competition by outsiders.
After more than one attempt to dispose of the
estate of Glenmoriston by public auction, the
Commissioners sold it privately to the Laird of
Grant’s second son, Ludovick, a young advocate who
was at the time known as Ludovick Colquhoun of
Luss, he having succeeded to that property through
his mother. The deed of sale was signed on 3rd
December, 1730. Ludovick’s entry was held to
have been at Whitsunday of that year, and the
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price was £1086 sterling, with interest at five per
cent. from that term till payment. The price was
paid on 2Ist July, 1732, when the Barons of
Exchequer conveyed the estate to Ludovick, who
really acted for behoof of old Iain a’ Chragain and
his family. ‘‘ There seemed,’” says Mr Hill Burton,
in reference to the forfeited estates,® ‘‘ to be a tacit
combination through the community to enclose the
property with a net-work of debts, burdens, and
old family settlements, through the meshes of which
the Commissioners could only extract fractional
portions.”” In the case of Glenmoriston, lain a’
Chragain and his friends had arranged matters so
well that the Commissioners extracted nothing, save:
arrears of feu-duty due to the Crown. No duties had
been paid since the time of Killicrankie, and the
arrears now amounted to £75 3s 4d.2

In May, 1733, Ludovick conveyed the estate, not
to Tain a’ Chragain, who was still under attainder, but
to his eldest son, John. He, however, retained the
right of superiority of part of Duldreggan, Inverwick,
Blairie, Over Inver, and Nether Inver, in his own
person.

Young John Grant, the new proprietor, died on
3rd December, 1734. Iain a’ Chragain survived till
30th November, 1736. Born in 1657, when Crom-
well ruled, Iain saw the Restoration of the Stewarts
in 1660, and their final expulsion in 1688. He
fought for them at Killicrankie in 1689, and saw

1 History of Scotland, VIII., 350.
2 See Appendix G for account showing application of price.
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his mansion destroyed and his country pillaged for
his pains. Ie fought for them again at Sheriffmuir
m 1715, after which his residence was again given
to the flames, and his estates forfeited. He was
essentially a man of strife—eager, bold, and fearless;
and in his younger days, when there was no fighting
to do, he gave scope to the natural bent of his mind
in a long litigation with the Laird of Grant about his
family’s right to Balmacaan. In the estimation of his
people he was a perfect chieftain ; and traditions which
still survive show how deep the impression was that
his deeds made upon the popular mind, and with what
genuine affection his memory has been cherished even
to the present day.!

1By his second wife, Janet, daughter of Sir Ewen Cameron of
Lochiel, Tain a’ Chragain had ten sons and five daughters, and at the
time of the lady’s death in 1759, their descendants numbered 200
[Scots Magazine]. As a remarkable instance of the linking of distant
ages by the lives of individuals, it may be mentioned that Iain, who
was born in the davs of the Commonwealth, saw his grandson, Colonel
Hugh Grant of Moy (son of Grant of Shewglie), who was born in
1733, and survived till the year 1822. A sculptured stone covers the
grave (in In—ermoriston churchyard) of Iain a’ Chragain and his son
John, bearing the following inscription :—** This stone is erected here
in memory of the Much Honoured John Grant, Laerd of Glenmoriston,
who dyed Novr. 30, 1736, aged 79; and his son, John Grant, Younger
Laerd of Glenmoriston, who departed this life ye 3d Decemr., 1734,
Aged 35 years.”” Adjoining is the tombstone of Iain’s wife, on which
there is the inscription :—‘“ This stone is erected here in memory of
the much Honoured Janet Cameron, Lady to the Honoured John Grant
of Glenmoriston, Daughter to the Honoured Sir Ewen Cameron of
Lochiel, who departed this life, Feby. 1759, aged years.”’
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CHAPTER XIV
1719—1746

Sir James Grant.—The Forty-Five.—The Three Alexanders
of Urquhart support Prince Charles.—A Message of
Welcome to the Prince.—Agitation and Threatenings.—
Jacobite Recruits from Urquhart and Glenmoriston.—
Ludovick Grant’s Policy of Caution.—The Prince’s
Letter to the Gentlemen of Urquhart.—His Cause
espoused by the Minister.—A Sabbath Day’s Meeting in
support of the Prince.—The Factor’s Reports to Ludo-
vick.—Ludovick’s Letters to the Factor.—Patrick Grant
of Glenmoriston joins the Prince.—Their First Interview.
—Prestonpans.—Colonel Macdonell’s Demand.—Ach-
monie’s Mission to Castle Grant.—Ludovick’s Message %o
the Gentlemen of Urquhart.—Macdonell in Urquhart.—
An interrupted March.—The Macdonalds and the Frasers
in Urquhart.—The Conference of Tornashee.—Doubts
and Hesitations.—Corrimony and Achmonie visit Ludo-
vick.—The Earl of Cromartie, the Master of Lovat, and
Macdonald of Barisdale in the Parish.—Achmonie’s
Undertaking to the Laird of Grant.—The Cause of the
Prince prospers in the Parish.—The Factor in Despair.—
The Prince’s arrival in Inverness.—New Recruits from
Urquhart.

BricapiErR GRANT, who died childless in 1719, was

succeeded by his brother, Sir James Grant. Sir

James sat in Parliament from 1722 till his death in

1747; and in his latter years he left the manage-

ment of his estates to his son, Ludovick Grant—

the ‘“ Ludovick Colquhoun’’ of our last chapter.
16
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Ludovick had practised for a time as a Scots
advocate, and he put his legal training to good use
1n steering clear of both Hanoverian and Jacobite com-
plications during the struggle of The Forty-Five.
After the unfortunate Rising of The Fifteen, the
Old Chevalier made no serious effort to regain the
crown of his forefathers. But he was still looked
on by the Jacobites as their rightful monarch, and
their hopes rose as his son, Charles Edward, grew in
years and began to show signs of the manliness and
energy of the old Stewart race. In 1743 those
hopes seemed about to be realised. France prepared
to invade Britain with 15,000 men, and invited the
young Prince to accompany the expedition. Charles
ardently responded; but the ships which were to
carry the army across the English Channel were
scattered in a storm, and the enterprise was
abandoned. In vain did Charles appeal to the
French Government not to forsake him. Vain also
were his appeals to the Spanish Court. Both French
and Spaniards promised much, and did nothing;
and 1n the end the eager Prince resolved to gain an
empire without their aid, or perish in the attempt.
Sailing from France in a small vessel belonging to a
private gentleman, he arrived at Loch-nan-Uamh
on 19th July, 1745, accompanied only by seven
friends and one attendant. He landed on the 25th,
and despatched letters to such of the Highland
chiefs and other persons of influence as were likely
to assist him. The news of his landing speedily
spread, and, notwithstanding the feelings of disap-
pointment with which the Highlanders heard of the
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wretchedness of his retinue and the slenderness of his
stores, many hastened to take part in what must
have appeared to the most sanguine of them as an all
but desperate attempt to drive the Guelphs off the
British throne.

The Camerons and the Macdonalds early joined
the Prince, and endeavoured to induce the men of
Urquhart and Glenmoriston to follow their example.
In this they had the co-operation of the Three
Alexanders of Urquhart— Alexander Grant of
Corrimony, who had his own tenants at his beck
and call; Alexander Grant of Shewglie, to whom
the inhabitants of the then populous districts of
Shewglie, Lochletter, and Inchbrine, looked for
guidance; and Alexander Mackay of Achmonie, the
friend and adviser of the inhabitants of the ¢ Strath,”’
or the portion of the Glen lying to the east of Allt-a’-
Phuill, or the Burn of Polmaily. Of these Shewglie
was the oldest and the ablest.! His sympathies were
with the Stewarts in 1715, and his loyalty to them
grew as his years increased.? As soon as he heard of
Charles’ landing, he sent James Grant, son of his
cousin-german, Robert Grant, who had fought at

1 Ludovick Grant described him as * a man very remarkable for
Highland cunning.”—Memorial to the Attorney-General (copy at
Castle Grant). The documents quoted in this chapter are at Castle
Grant, except where otherwise indicated, and some of them are printed
in the ¢ Chiefs of Grant.”

2Shewglie’s ““ connections ”’ were strong Jacobites. His father
was that James Grant who fought for King James at Killicrankie, and
was slain at Corribuy. His first wife was a daughter of The Chisholm ;
his second, a danghter of Iain a’ Chragain, and grand-daughter of Sir
Ewen of Lochiel. One of his daughters was married to Cameron of
Clunes, in Lochaber.



244 URQUHART AND GLENMORISTON

Sheriffmuir, to him with a message of welcome.
He composed songs in his praise, which were sung
at every fireside in the Parish.  The sympathies of
the people were with the Prince, and the friends of
King George began to be alarmed. Lord President
Forbes of Culloden, writing on 15th August to Sir
John Cope, who was leading an army northward
towards Corriarrack and Fort-Augustus, informs him
that, according to report, the Camerons and Mac-
donalds ‘‘ are endeavouring, by threats, to force
their neighbours, the Grants of Glenmoristone and
Urquhart, to join them in arms,’’ and concludes—
““If what I have before mentioned 1s true, that the
Highlanders who have joined the Adventurer from
France are beginning to use threats to compel their
neighbours to join them, it will naturally occur to
you that the immediate presence of the troops is
necessary.”’* On the same day Brodie of Brodie
writes Ludovick Grant that ‘‘ Sir John Cope will be
at Fort-Augustus probably on Saturday<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>