
















































































































































































































































































































































































2 nNIVEHSlTY OF GLASGOW.

|)ublic hall, occupying the middle story of the street front. This apartment is plain, but solemn,
—

panelled with dark oak, and deriving an additional gloom from the heavy frames of the small win-

dows, and the narrowness of the street. The interior court, with its variety of tympanum-shaped

window-tops, crow steps, and towers, is represented in another plate. The tall square tower

between the two quadrangles, with belfry, clock, and balustrade, sliows some lingering vestiges of

Gothic, and In so far reminds one of the towers of Heriot's Hospital. The figure in the niche

above the arched doorway is that of the renowned Zachary Boyd. Passing inwards from the

second quadrangle, we reach the Ilunterian Museum, a building of classical character, and not

without merit, but rather out of harmony with the original edifices of the University. It contains

several valuable pictures by the great foreign masters. Descending from these buildings towards

the inky waters of the Molindinar Burn, is a piece of pleasure-groimd with a few scattered trees,

wofully blackened and blighted by the smoke of the surrounding manufactories. This is the old

College Garden, known to novel-readers as the scene of the picturesque conflict between the

Osbaldistoiics, described in Bob Roy.

HISTORICAL SKETCH.

The bull for the foundation of the University of Glasgow was granted by Pope Nicolas V. on

the 7th .lanuary 1451.* This document describes the place assigned for the new seat of learning

as peculiarly fitted to the purpose, from the salubrity of the climate and the sun-ouuding

abundance of all the necessaries of life. Nicolas, a man of talent and learning, was little less

distinguished for his patronage of literature than his great successor Leo X.
;
and in the usual

exordium on the benefits of learning, it is characterised with perhaps rather more than common

felicity, as the precious pearl of knowledge, leading to a good and happy life, raising the accom-

plished tar above the ignorant, unveiling to the learned the secrets of nature, and raising the lowly

bom to highest eminence.

The bull reached Glasgow a few months after its date; and, in the ensuing winter, the Univereity

was formally constituted, by the establishment of at least a faculty of arts, which passed some

minute and comprehensive statutes on the curriculum of study. Little provision was made, until

the lapse of a considerable period, for its permanent endowment
;
and having no buildings specially

assigned to
it,

the convocations and other solemn assemblies were held in the chapter-house, the

crypt, or elsewhere in the cathedral. Occasionally the neighbouring buildings of the Blackfriars

appear to have afforded accommodation for the purposes of the University.! Some time elapsed

ere any attempt was made to create a collegiate educational establishment, under the auspices of

the University ;
and "

it appears, from a minute of the 2d of November 1457, that the two regents,

who then applied for some support from the purse of the faculty, were personally bound for

certain sums on account of the rent of a place of education, which sums they were unable to pay
in consequence of the penury of preceding years, occasioned by pestilence and the small number

of students Twelve months afterwards, while the finances must still have been very

slender, the faculty ordered all the money In their coffers to be expended in the building of a

Pedagogium. This was before Lord Hamilton gave the ground for a college. All the efforts of

* Munimenta Aliuae UniTeraitatis QlaHgueuiiis,
—now in the preag, and edited, for the Mnithuid Club, by .loseph llobcrtion,

Keq. The date usually, but cnoncously, attributed to the erection is 1450.

t MuuiniuuUi, IlejKirt of Coniniiis^ion on Univei'siticB of Scotland, .\\>\>. -14, 215.
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the members, however, were unable, for more than a century, to provide even decent rooms for

teaching ;
so that, in the year 1563, the whole establishment is described in Queen Mar\-'s charter

as presenting a very mean and unfinished appearance."*

The first building for a college, properly so called, stood in another part ofthe town, on the south

side of the " Rotten Row"—the site of the greater part of the prebendaries' houses. All that is

known of this edifice is, that it survived the year 1524, when it is mentioned by the term " Auld

Pedagogye," to distinguish it from the " New Pedagogye," on the site of the present edifice. The

portion of this site first obtained by the University was granted, along with some lands in the sub-

urbs, for the foundation and maintenance of a college, by James Lord Hamilton in 1460, who

required the principal and masters, by the terms of his gift, twice a-day, at the conclusion of the

noon and evening meal, to pray
" for the souls of the Lord of Hamilton, the founder of this college,

of the Lady Euphemia his wife, of his ancestors, heirs, and successors," along with those of all the

faithfiil departed-t Another benefactor added some neighbouring lands to the site, on which build-,

ings fbr the accommodation of the faculty of arts appear to have been speedily erected. Though
not very extensive—for the united funds, both of the College and the University, would have been

inadequate to a costly structure—they served to accommodate the collegiate body until after the

Reformation. At that stormy period some new works, which appear to have been previously con-

templated, were abandoned
;
and this small seat of learning was overwhelmed or overlooked in the

midst of the great conflicts which raged around. From about 1557 to 1572 the College and University

may be said to have existed only in name. If any coui-se of instruction was then carried on within

their walls, the able and indefatigable Editor of the Munimenta^ already cited, has been obliged to

acknowledge that he can find scarcely any .perceptible traces of its character, or even its existence.

Yet during that interval the establishment obtained possession of one main source of its subsequent

prosperity, in the shape of a gift from the Crown, of the neighbouring buildings, with the gardens

and other grounds, belonging to the Friars Preachers. Some of these buildings were available for

the purposes of the establishment without much alteration
;
and while it is believed that no portion

of the original College exists, it has been thought that, on the south side of the present edifice,

there are some remains of the buildings transferred from the Preaching Friars. | Though no idea

can now be formed of the several tenements then occupied for the purposes of tlie University

and College, a catalogue of the furniture in the year 1582 casts some curious light on the domestic

economy of the establishment. Among other things we find "A great silver maser of 18 ounces

weight ;
a silver ta»s

;
14~ silver spoons ;

three tables in the hall
;
ane great burd in the princi-

pallis studie, and ane less in the inner chalmer
;
26 beds, besides one in the porter's lodge ;

25

studies for students
;
the dask of buird aik in the lang skuile

;
the pulpet in the hall

;
ane coverit

aiken forme in the principallls chalmer
;
twa lytle formis in Mr Petris ;§ ane lytle in the princi-

pallis," &c. &c.

The erection of the present edifice was commenced^n the year 1614, but it made little progress

for some time. About the year 1630, an energetic effort was made to carry on the undertaking

through the solicitation of subscriptions from all classes of the community, from tlie King down-

wards. At the head of the curious subscription list,
still extant, is the name of ( 'liarles I., entered

in his own handwriting, at Seton, the 14th July 1633, for £200 sterling. A note is added, that

"this soume was payed by the Lord Protector, anno 1654." This entry is followed by many

*
Report, p. 282. t Muniraenta. J Munimoiitn. Ac, ut sup.

§ Peter Blackburn, one of the Regents, afterwarda Bishop of Aberdeen.
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names notable in the eventfiil histoiy of the period. Thus, James Marquis (afterwards Duke)
of Hamilton gives 1000 merks Scots

;
James Earl (afterwards Marquis) of Montrose gives 400

merks
;
John Spottiswoode, Archbishop of St Andrews, 1000 merks

; Patrick, Archbishop of

Glasgow, 1000 merks
; James, Archbishop of Glasgow, 1000 merks

;
John Viscount of

Lauderdaill, 300 merks
;

William Viscount Sterling, £500
;

John Lord Lowdoune, 300

merks
;

Mr Archibald Johnston, advocate, (afterwards Lord Warriston) 100 merks
;

Mr
Zacharie Boyd, 500 merks. The celebrated Principal Baillie is a contributor of 100 merks

;

The Provost and Bailies of Glasgow give 2000 merks, and a second subscription of £50
; the

town of Stirling, 300 merks; the town of Ayr, 300 merks; the little burgh of Irvine, £100.

The list shows the names of some of the Highland chiefs, such as Sir Donald Macdonald of

Sleat, Hector M'Lane, younger of Duart,* &c.

By means of the simas thus raised, and others subsequently obtained from various sources, the

present substantial and stately edifice was nearly completed in 1662. The chief individual

contributor to the building was Mr Zachary Boyd, whose bust was thus deemed worthy of a

conspicuous place in the inner quadrangle. It may be not uninteresting to read from a MS.

diary by Principal Fall, of " Affairs relating to the College of Glasgow," an account of the erection

of the stately staircase, so conspicuous in the plate of the outer quadrangle. "June 20th 1690.—
The great stair which caryes up to the Fore Common Hall, and my house, &c., wanting a raile,

made that Hall useless. So upon the day forsaid an agreement was made with William Riddel,

maso^i, for putting up a raill of ston ballusters about
it,

with a lyon and unicome upon the first

turn, for all which he was to have for workmanship twelve pound sterling, the College furnishing

stone, lyme, and all other materialls. The worke was begune the last day of June, and was

finished the 15th day of August of the same year."t

The corporation of the College being affluent, the buildings have been kept in good con-

dition, and they have lost none of the main features which Slezer represents in his view, taken

towards the close of the seventeenth century
—a circumstance only too remarkable in connexion

with a Scottish edifice. A very clear, terse, and full account of the University, as an educational

institution, was prepared for Sir John Sinclair's
"

Statistical Account of Scotland," which, being

ascertained to have been written by Dr Thomas Eeid, is incorporated, with notes, in Sir William

Hamilton's edition of that philosopher's works.

* Muniments, ut sup. * IWi
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GLENBUCKET CASTLE.

As on the banks of tlie Dee, so along the nearly parallel vale of the Don, a line of fortresses

passed from the centre of the mountain districts into the Lowlands, the upper department of them

sheltering the "rievers" who plundered other people's fields, those in the low country serving to

protect the fields of their owners, and some of them perhaps merging into both characters.
" From

Kildrummie," says the New Statistical Account,*
" to the head of Strathdon, there is a regular

chain of ruinous castles; and it is a singular coincidence that the first four are all placed at equal

intervening distances—Towie Castle being about three miles up the Don from Kildrummy;

Glenbucket three above Towie; and Culquhanny three miles farther up than Glenbucket: a mile

beyond Culquhannj' stands the Doune of Invemochty; and lastly, at the head of the strath, the

Castle of CorgarfF." The last, now a comparatively modern barrack, is the scene of that frightful

tragedy of feudal vengeance, so pathetically detailed in the ballad of " Adam o' Gordon," in which

tiic daughter of Campbell of Calder, and her children and servants, were burned to death by Gordon

of Auchendoun. The scenery on the Don is not so inviting as that on the Dee
;
and hence, while the

greater part of the southern line of fortalices have been converted into pleasant dwellings, those

along the other valley have been left to the care of the elements, and stand up from the bluflf banks

and wild brown moors, such ragged masses as the accompanying plate presents. The branch of

Gordons who inhabited this distant fortress led a wild semi-freebooters' life, and but slight record

would be preserved of their history. The inscription over the door, which has been fac-similed,

probably contains the date of the earliest part of the building
— 1590. Of this inscription it maj

be remarked, that the word " faime" which might give a mysteriously ambitious tone to the senti-

ment,
"
Nothing on arth reraanis hot faime," is not intended to mean celebrity, but the humbler

attribute of good repute. It embodies the sentiment expressed by Francis I. after his defeat at

Pavia, but whether it was suggested by any similar event, must remain a mystery.

While the castle and its earlier owners have been unknown to the fame which its founder may
be interpreted to have courted, the ecclesiastical records of the North, in connexion with the parish

of Glenbucket, bear a curious testimony to the wild remoteness of the district, and the zeal with

which the church carried its operations into highland wildernesses. In the year 1470, tliere is a

deed of erection by the Bishop of Aberdeen of a church in "
Glenbucliat," on the ground that, in

proceeding to the proper parochial church at Logy, great perils are undergone by the pious

parishioners, in fording impetuous torrents, and crossing wide bleak hills; and it is specially

mentioned that, on one occasion, five or six persons, proceeding to the celebration of Easter, per-

ished of the hardships they suffered on the mountain track. It was made a very strict condition,

tliat the clergyman should be resident; and as it seemed to be supposed that no one would remain

true to that wild district, who could have any opportunity of living elsewhere, the chaplain who

served at the newly erected church was prohibited from holding any other ecclesiastical endow-

ment.f

The estate of Glenbucket became known, along with some other territorial patronymics of a like

uncouth character, during the Jacobite outbreaks of 1715 and 1 745. The Laird of Glenbucket was

a feudatory of the Earl of Mar, and had his rude fortalice very near the centre of the Earl's do-

mains. It would depend entirely on the turn taken by intrigues in London, about which the Laird

of Glenbucket knew no more than he did of the politics of the court of Cathay, whether he should

"
Aberdeen, 544. + Registrum Episcopatus Abredoneiisis, i. 308-9.

Glenbucket Castle, 1— 2.
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1)0 called out to fight for King George or King James. The latter was decided on, and the stunlv

laird, having once taken his position, stuck to it. He was present, at the head of the Gordons, in

the victorious part of the Jacobite army at the battle of Falkirk, and was all along conspicuous

among the Highland leaders in that war. He kept his Jacobite feelings warm for thirty years,

and heartily joined the standard of the Prince, unborn in his days of military leadership, who made

the descent on Scotland in 1 745. He was one of the few men of mark who escaped the vengeance
of the successful party on both occasions, escaping to France in 1746. Not having been among
those who had to feed the popular appetite for vengeance, and deliver a dying declaration on the

scaffold, he has no place among the Jacobite biographies; but his name was so formidable, that,

according to tradition, George H. used to start from disturbed dreams, in efforts to pronounce the

name of Glenbucket, accompanied by exclamations of terror. An anecdote of this old hero, not

generally known, is told by the gossiping Captain Burt, as an instance of clan jealousy. He had

acquired a right, by the sort of security called a wadset, to some lands in the Macpherson country.

The tenants troubled not themselves about parchment rights, but, knowing he was no Macpherson,
declined to pay him any rent or service.

" This refusal," says Burt,
"
put him upon the means to

eject them by law
; whereupon the tenants came to a resolution to put an end to his suit and new

settlement in the manner following :
—Five or six of them, young fellows, the sons of gentlemen,

entered the door of his hut, and in fawning words told him they were sorry any di.spute had hap-

pened ;
that they were then resolved to acknowledge him as their immediate landlord, and would

regularly pay him their rent
;
at the same time they begged he would withdraw his process, and they

hoped they should be agreeable to him in the future. All this while they were almost impercep-

tibly drawing nearer and nearer to his bedside, on which he was sitting, in order to prevent his

defending himself, (as they knew him to be a man of distinguished courage,) and then fell suddenly

on him with their dirks and others, plunging them into his body. This was perpetrated within

sight of the barrack of Ruthven." The conclusion of the adventure was, that the old warrior got

hold of his broadsword and put the ruffians to flight.
*

* Letters from a Ocntleman in the Nortli, ii. 73-5.
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