John Shaw 1000™" MacBubba member

John Shaw, from near Greenville, South
Carolina became the 1000™ “Big, bad and plaid”
Clan MacBubba member when he joined the group
at the 2007 Charleston Highland Games Septem-
ber 15" during the annual Clan MacBubba Home-
coming there. The MacBubba group is sponsored
by Caberdancer Graphic Design, Inc. Shown on
theright is Ron Wright, president of the company.

Shown also on this page is the 2007 group p_—
photograph of Clan MacBubba. - ()] v cch Ol

Anyone may join this group regardless of any
other affiliation. Clan MacBubba is simply for fun
and does offer membership both to those of Scot-

Continued on page 2
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Charleston
ﬂthand@ameo

September 15, 2007
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See more Charlestbn
photographs on pages 27-30!

.

|

% CLAN HAY ',l

MacBubba, continued from page 1

tish heritage - but also those who do not have a
Scottish background - but who feel an affinity for
Highland Games, music, traditions and culture.

Members of the group include Scottish
Chiefs, those who have a diverse ethnicity and
people from every possible economic and social
strata.

If you’d like more information on
Caberdancer Graphic Design, Inc., or Clan
MacBubba, just visit http://www.caberdancer.com

i
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Contact them xow/

Clan Grabam Society

If you are a Graham or Sepl of Graham,
you are cordially invited 1o share in a
proud and noble heritage
For application, wrile

CLAN GRAHAM SOCIETY
Moeris GGraham
PO Box 70
Yucca, AL 08438-0070
whan. clan-graham-society.ang

Clan Macneil Association of America
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clan macneil.net

CLAN MACKINNON
AL SOCIETY
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Clan Skene Association, Inc.
Inwites membership from Skene and sepis

Careon, Camey/Carmde, Currehill, Dyas, Dwves,

Dhver. Hall, Halvard'Hallvard, MacCialliard,

Fenme and Skans
Robert J. Skeens,
2 VP & Membership Chairman
1705 Woodmnuff Street
Bethany, MO 64224
Email.: rjskeensiggrm. net

OLAN DAVIDRON BOCIETY,

[Yay idson, Fressdent

Michac] Wb

Scottish Clans &
Organizations!

(formery TECA)

SCOTTISH TARTANS AUTHORITY USA

The most comprehensive database of tartans

Peter Wilson, Registrar
5732 Rebel Dr Charlotte NC 28210
Tel 704 535 8955 Fax T04 973 9736
E-mail: pmwilson@greatscotintl.com

Web : www.tartansauthority.com

I yow w crrlel .".-Jrq'_,ﬁ'.-\." VOnF gErOng fo
e represented heve, jfust contact BN T
i Bethsoribblsdand, com

These addy are NOT expensive and
e o grect way o reach poterdiol e
members, 3500 per issue or 5640, 00
per year (Pay for a vear and ger 12
e for anly S35.00)

Pilecrse semd mome and billing
mlress and your ad copy. [ vouw wish
fir send @ brsiness cavd ard a check
st manid tor: Beih Cray, 347 Kocky
Ervall Rl Werlheelln, 5O 29690, Mokes
checks fo Heh Coay, please
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The Confederate
Memorial in Walhalla,
South Carolina was
erected by the Oconee
Southern  Heritage
Group on Confederate
Memorial Day, May 10,
2002.

The stone reads:
“War Between the
States, 1861-1865.”

“Dedicated to the
brave and gallant Con-
federate soldiers and
their families of West
Pickens District,
Oconee County - who,
despite great hardships
gave their blood and
earthly possessions in
defense of States Rights
and their beloved
Southland. May we
never forget them and
what they stood for.”

If you have a Con-
federate  Memorial
you’d like to have fea-
tured in these pages, just

send photos (jpeg please) and-text with any
information you would also like to have in-
cluded. Send to: bethscribble@aol.com

* CSA Memorial in

L
-

Wallhalla, SC

i-.'. "::'r rl :
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St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit invites
to you meetings & grand events!

The St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit invites
you to their “Sunday Dinner Our with the St.
Andrew’s Society of Detroit. It’s Sunday, October
7, 2007 at 4:00 PM at Jack’s on the Waterfront,
24214 Jefferson Ave., St. Clair Shores. Please

Clan Baird
Society

(Uorldunde

1078 Meader La,
Mt, Pleasandt, SC 20464

FiiHE ) BSE- 2208
rax; (B43) BEE-T443
EMAIL: clamhadrd®comomsi.n=t

Larry C. Burns
Frevident

RSVP to Mary David at 734-454-7521 or
mbdbee @aol.com by 3 October and please wear
your tartan!

November 5th, the group will have their
monthly meeting at the Commonwealth Club with
the Social Hour from 6 - 7 PM and the meeting at
7 PM. Kincaid Scholarship recipients will per-
form.

December Ist, you’re invited to St. Andrew’s
Night Supper at the Indianwood Country Club.
Doors open at 6 PM.

New officers were recently installed with
Scott David serving as president, 1st Vice Presi-
dent is Rod Harris, Secretary, Helen Brisson, Mem-
bership Secretary, Mary David, Treasurer, Andrew

Continued on page 11

@ AFTER BATTLING THE HAMMER,
OF THE §00TS

® AND SUFFERING THROUGH
THE Har'sHips,

Read much more ahour the sertes af our web sife...

REBELKING.COM

@® WITHOUT FLINCHING THE
ARMY OF RRUCE FACES
ANNIHILATION AT

Banmok. Burn

This is the historic story
of Scotland’s bravest, standing
against trremendous odds to )
rlE':[_'IilillI her freedom from
tyranny. Readers say, ...
ﬁhﬁlﬂulcl}- enjoyed every word
read and every mmute readng
your books...” and *... can’t
wiit umfil the 4th book comes
out...”

Limited time, All RK books
ordered through RebelKing.
com are being autographed by
the authors '

\wailable in paperback at 31995 each. Hardback 1 o 2, 52895, hoth for 350; book 3 ai $29.95, Ships Media Mail, FREE
in UsA. Urder online or from Broce & Broce, Ine, PO Box 64007, Yirginia Besch, YA 23467407, Check, MO, Yisa,
M, or AmEx (inclode card number, exp. date, name on card).
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TRADITIONAL CELTIG FOLK MUSIC

For information regarding recordings or performances
send a self addressed stamped envelope to:

Or Call Us At:

www . fathersonandtriengs.com
joeyhall@erinet.com
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Coming to a neighborhood near you in

Jacksonville,Florida. SGES will come to you

Family history and genealogy are the merg-
ing interest of the day. You can barely read a maga-
zine or newspaper without encountering the topic.
We are fortunate to have in our city, organizations
that meet the need of our increasing community.

One such assembly is The Southern Genealogist’s
Exchange Society, Inc., organized in 1964, a non-profit
group headquartered at 6215 Sauterne Drive. They
offer family tree climbers a privately held library with
a large collection of materials, including books, mi-
crofilm, maps, family files, and quarterlies from
throughout the United States and CDs of census records
and other resources with this facility exceeding 6000+
holdings.

Almost maximizing the library for holdings,
meeting space is limited and the SGES is growing
each month with new members. It was necessary
to address this issue.

After the SGES board brainstormed, they
made an exciting announcement to the member-

Bcth’s Newfang]cd Family T ree

Section 2 October 2007

ship. SGES will acquire a meeting place outside
the facility and they will rotate meetings through-
out the city. This will give more exposure within
the city and make it equally convenient for all
members to attend meetings.

The SGES will come to you!

The first meeting place of rotation will con-
vene in the Mandarin Library, 3330 Kori Road to
be held Saturday, October 13th, 2007 at 10:15 A.M.
and will remain at the Mandarin Library for three
months. The meeting is free and open to the pub-
lic.

The speaker for October is Lyn Corley address-
ing “The Jean Ribault Celebration” and why we
should celebrate. Ms. Corley is a member of the Jack-
sonville Historical Society and serves on the Board
of Directors. She speaks concerning the remarkable
history of Jacksonville’s first European settlers. For
more information contact the SGES library at
(904)778-1000 or e-mail:President@sgesjax.com

—

I thought that some of our BNFT readers might be “hungry”
to see some photographs of flowers and beautiful places in Scot-
land. Here are a few taken in the summer of 2005. Please enjoy.
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Clan Home Society |
(International)

Coralialfy smvarfes membersiig ingwines
waridhride from ol

HERE, HEME ad SEPTE
Far teaformalion wud apolicmtion, Wi o
Alberi O Katon, FSA Seot, President
PrY Box 530054, Orlando, FL 32853-0054

Wouldn’t you like for
YOUR clan to be
represented here?

It 5 inexpensive and it 5 easy.
Clan MacCord Society All you have to do is email

- Inwiles for .mbﬂ"&“ﬂﬂ'l'#ﬂﬂll'll"iﬂ‘ VETiE- - .
T hans il.:{l' u:scl.-r:;ar.'l'u DFI MoCaord(ah{eny), {bﬂfhﬂfrlbb!ﬂ@ﬂﬂiﬂﬂm}
E MoCowt, MoChord, MoCoard, Cord(e), MeCan,

=¥ Motart, Cortie)(s). Fyrm, McF efidge and Kane. with fﬂf{}?’ﬂ!ﬂ!fﬂﬂ fﬂf your
i F Contmect: .
Renald John McCord, advertisement.

President'Chiel

}iﬂl 1805 Mews Drive If vou pay for a vear all at

‘Wilmington, NC 28405 h 2
Bl Fri010:256.5708 o rnconrages..oom one time, its $33 for the year.

bdombar TV A

If vou 'd rather pay each
House of Lumsden Association| | issue, it’s $60, so you save $5

Tarry L. Mosley by paying all at once.
Worth Caroling Convener
3912 Blakeford Drive
Purham, NC 27713 = =" Clan Buchanan Society,
G Lenak
919-489-8592  mosqen@earthlink.net B e International, Inc.
Tk :.um M smrmhernhip o ol Sechorrr o o othee el
— 3 : v rroe il
Clan Blair Society A gl ~
Wembership cardialle davdiod frem Wlake devooviann, sl arfiem e e pansie € billery Skl etz : J.I:LH.-:'I.- tf'ﬂ
pr. . wuwclanblairorg ATl el el incirir b
o P B Gy oy e
e ; Shawn K. Blair, Presidem % e I -t vl i ey
J_'_.:- i Wi Pearl Street ‘ - et b ey
;Hril—'- South Portland ME 014106-2734 L L e A o
"}‘h r-all P_l‘.-_-h.rl I, Biair, ‘.1;'n.||'\-."r-.l'|p| hairmnn “ Far membership iformation, comtact
| 2 _r‘__"_ " u*ﬂl r:: I-.“,.! I; LI:‘:II:-lI"I- ::.;.: Loy 47 .i'i'r:u."k}' Knall R
| Tt Enisil |||q.'|'|i\-.'|*~ll.|'- it lndesiraony Walhalla. M_ el
L . tiral U | Bethwerihbile glaod. com
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Clan Wallace wins 12th Tug o’ War
at Glasgow, Kentucky this year!

. ‘rr'

»

L
-

For the 12th aconsecutive year, Clan wallace captured the Tug o’ War at the
Glasgow, Kentucky Highland Games this past June. (Your editor was once present at
the Murphreesboro Highland Games in Tennessee, when the Clan Wallace Tug o’ War
team outpulled a John Deere tractor! It’s true!) Congratulations!!!

St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit,
continued from page 7

Munro and Society Piper, David Martin. Trustees
for 2007-2008 include the Chairman Ian Hunter,
and Secretary Frank Hasse. Members of the Board
of Trustees include Jody Batten, George Boyd, Ron
Cunningham, Harry Daniels, Bob Giles, Murray
McDonald, July Zvoch, Scott David and Andrew
Monro.

Visit www.highlandgames.com or contact the
St. Andrew’s Society Office at 30161 Southfield
Rd., Cranbrook Center, Ste. 112, Southfield, MI

Martin has been hospitilized for several weeks near
Lebanon, TN. Prognoses is good, but right now, Jeri isn'’t
43076. feeling so well. You may sent email to her daughter, Susan,

Beth’s New{zang]ed Family T ree Section 2 October 2007 Page 11



If you'd like more information, call
404-378-1080
or visic http://www.judysctt.com

* To reserve a cabin, initial deposit should be made before 10 December 2007
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GATHERING

EDINBURGH

ﬂﬂl'.l'F
Join us at

T?:.: Gah[rﬂml-g .E’.-:Enbm}!l
Holyrood Park, Ea!}nbm;;.f, Scotland,
15 and o Tk wn

TIH Gnt’?ﬁ-u w;ﬂ uie r}m fnrm- af:n mtu'muan.n-..!. I:lII'.EI
ylﬁrrmg and rJn* mes ever held in
Scotland, and will be one mr rfue events of Hﬂmmamius
Scotland. This sPu-ucu.fzr event wj’ | be made even more
r.l.l"l.l'E'.f.If' WJ'III AFEIJJ 'I'_'l;.:ﬂ JH.I‘EIJC an t;]f Rﬂ)"l.ll MJL'
mfmm;tug in a commemorative Clan P t on u'u-

oot ik of Btk Gl s &

Jn'.u anJ I‘qu ASSOCIAHONS w.rﬂ ;m"j' bty EEIEEI'JE

Scotland’s rich }uklor}' and cultural traditions.

For further details please go to
www.thegatheringzoog.com

The Garhering eoog Lod, 27 Cueen Charlotte Sereer, Edinburgh EHSG 6AX
T, #44 (Dhigr 560 0323 E. mfe@thegatheringaoog.com

Peth's Newfangled Family T ree Section 2 October 2007 Page 13



Castle of Dreams to top your own wedding cake!

High fired ceramic pictured in rich white iridescent finish. Finished with silk floral to match
your wedding attire.

13 inches wide,12 1/2 inches tall and 5 inches deep - $ 1 05 OO

The “Castle of Dreams” cake decoration is designed to be used with
sheet cakes, staircase cakes and any large surfac

Contact us at 607-264-3769 http://www.celticart.com.html

STUDIO

original

har mt"u fted
Cred L-!'L:-:L:.
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“\Clachnaben from the Caim o' Mount Road

* Photograph by Duncan Pest

Would you like to see more of Scotland?

For video coverage of the World Pipe Band
Championships, Scotland’s largest Highland
Games at Cowal, and much more besides.

For free

Just log on to
www,.scotlandontv.tv

Scotland on TV is a web TV channel showing programmes about Scotland and all things Scottish over the Internet.
Broadcasting classic shows from the stv archive as well as made-for-web TV programmes,
Scotland on TV has something for everyone who loves Scotland and its heritage.

Scenery

Loch An Eilian
by Aviemore

Scottish
Dancing

From the Tulloch

{ Inverness Highland
'i Games

Keep in touch
with Scotland,
wherever you
are in the
world

www.scotlandontv.tv

Piping
The World Pipe
Band Championships

Food

classic Scottish
recipes

Classic stv

programmes
from the archive,
such as Weir's Way

. ‘SDEY 2007
A Orienteering

Tha tsle of MUIl, 2005
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H
Scotland on TV

It’s been a busy month for the _,.r 4
Scotland on TV team, but we have Photos on 9
to confess it doesn’t always feel like this page
work! To be paid to travel the length from
and breadth of Scotland in search of The Cowal
great video material for the channel Gathering,

is areal privilege. So what were the 2007
highlights of the last few weeks?

Cowal Highland
Gathering, 2007

o =71 "'__.:ﬂ 'F;‘rﬁw They say it’s the biggest Highland
b A = PR .Y ‘I_'\ Games in the world - the Cowal Highland
A B | - #® Gathering, held in Dunoon from the 23rd
: B ¥ o the 25th August. As the crow flies it’s
not that far from our Glasgow office, but
we’re not crows. So it was either a trip
aboard the ferry from Gourock or a long
and winding road journey around Lochs
Lomond, Long and Eck. Our video report-
ers, Nigel Buckland, Richard Stewart and
Flora Munro opted for the ferry, along with many a pipe band and thousands of visitors.
Saturday the 25th was the big day. And we covered as much as could — from Heavy Athletics to
Highland Dancing, and, of course, some of the 150 pipe bands which were taking part too. You can see
all the videos we shot on the event by visiting this webpage www.scotlandontv.tv/cowal_gather.html

=%
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And then
Nigel and
Flora were
despatched to
visit the
Balvenie dis-
tillery in
Dufftown,
Speyside
(about 60
miles east of
Inverness),
where they

had a great two days (and came back sober!).

More
Scotland
on TV

/4
OB 7 o

Be sure and check Scotland on TV
on your computer today!

Balvenie’s Global Ambassador, David godes.
Mair, generously explained the entire malt Whether or not whisky is your tipple of
whisky-making process, which, in turn, we choice, it really is a fascinating process. It’s
have turned into a short series entitled ‘The the very special air and water of the region

Making of Malt Whisky’. which allows Speyside to claim Dufftown as
Click on to the Food & Drink Channel of the malt whisky capital of the world.
www.scotlandontv.tv to watch the first epi- Watch for us in the next BNFT!

Log on to

www.scotlandontv.tv It’s FREE!
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Work With Us to Extend Your Toolbox

DNA has led to many discoveries, and it could lead to many more.

THE SIZE OF THE DATABASE MATTERS

A genetic genealogy database ks only as valuabbe
as its size. The smaller the database the more
limited the results, but the larger the database the
richer the experience. Family Tree DNA has the
largest comparative database in the world, with
over 150,000 records and counting.

FamilyTree DINA

www.FamilyTreeDNA.com

Do you have a DNA story? To see it here,
Just email to bethscribble @aol.com

Beth’s Newganglcd Familg T ree Section 2 October 2007




DNA — Another Look at Using DNA
for Researching Armstrong History

Milton Armstrong

In the April, 2006 Newsletter, | presented a brief
overview of DNA being used in genealogy and family
research. In this issue, I would like to provide some
information on current use of DNA in discovering
Armstrong and other surname beginnings.

There is a project called Armstrong Y-Chromo-
some DNA Project being run mainly by John Armstrong
who lives in Alaska and by David Strong who lives in
Texas. They use the web site called “roots web.com”
for their information and data as well as another website
specially for this project. In addition, the Armstrong
project is closely associated with the Elliot DNA project
coordinated by Jim Elliot. We all know that the Elliots
and Armstrongs were closely aligned on the Scottish
Border. Another associated project concentrates on all
the Border Reivers DNA. There has been a tremen-
dous amount of work done on these projects. For addi-
tional information on these projects, please go to the
following web sites:

The web site for the Armstrong project is: http:/
/freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~gallgaedhil/
haplo_armstrongs.htm

The following web site provides a partial in-
dex to the overall project:http://
freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~donegalstrongs/
reiver_families.htm

Dave Strong also constructed and maintains the
Armstrong DNA study web site at:http://
freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~donegalstrongs/
armstrong.htm

There are several companies providing DNA
research for families and the above projects use
aeceFamilyTreeDNA company located in Houston,
Texas. There web site is www.familytreedna.com/pub-
lic/armstrong/. Itis reported that this company handles
about 90 percent of family DNA projects.

The following information comes from the
Armstrong project web site.
Project Surnames:
Armistrang Armstrang Armstrong Fairbairn
Fairburn  Fortinbras Hamstrom  Harmstrang
Harmstrong  Trainor Traynor Treanor Trenor

beth’s Newxcang]ecl Fami]g T ree
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Treynor
Project Background:

While a surname itself may give us incomplete
or misleading or, at best, only general information about
the origin of a family, DNA-testing can give us con-
crete evidence for identifying and separating family
lines. Y-chromosome DNA testing is especially help-
ful because the male Y-chromosome is handed down,
father to son, unchanged through the generations, ex-
cept for rare mutations which, in themselves, can be
helpful indicators of branching. The accessibility and
affordability of family DNA testing is doubtless the
greatest technical advance in the history of genealogi-
cal research because — at long, long last — we have a
tool to break down those brick walls!

Project Goals:
The goal of the ARMSTRONG Surname
Project is to distinguish between ARMSTRONG an-
cestral lines, worldwide. Any reasonable spelling vari-
ant is included (please feel free to suggest a variant you
feel I have missed).

Please notes that, at the outset, it makes sense
to “cast the net widely.” As the number of individuals
tested increases and various lines become well defined,
I will be more than happy to turn over these lines to
other researchers specializing in them. I don’t recom-
mend splitting-up the project at the outset because [ have
a feeling we are in for some surprises with regard to
where the divisions belong.

Join the Armstrong DNA project by followint the
menu at:

http://www.familytreedna.com/
surname_join.asp?code=P54686&special=True
One final note - it has been reported re-
cently that there has been some information theft
from some of these sites. I would not be surprised
if viruses show up also. So, be cautious when us-
ing any web site.
Let me know if any of ACS members have
participated in any DNA projects. It may be of
interest to other members.
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from your friends at

THE CALEDONIAN KITCHEN

Maker & Purveyor of Traditional Scottish Foods
with an Emphasis on Quality .
Specializing in Haggis and Genuine Imported Scottish Gourmet Foods

Premium Quality USDA Inspected and Approved Highland Beef Haggis,
Lamb Haggis, Sirloin Beef Haggis, Viegetarian Haggis,
plus Shortbread Whisky Cakes in the USA.

New products include our County Antrim Beef Irish Stew,
County Cork Lamb Irish Stew, and our Scottish Tavern Stew with Beef
along with our new Irish Whiskey Cake made with Bushmills.

Proud To Be an Active Part of the Scottish Community.
Ask us about our Clan fundraising opportunities!

Order Toll-Free: 877- 474 - 6752

<www.caledoniankitchen.com>

Jim Walters, FSA Scot, Laird O ' Tha Haggis
The Caledonian Kitchen <www caledoniankiichen.com = Call 972-966-204()
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603-973-1555 &03-473-B795

brewstoutiroadrunner.com

&

The KRiltmaker’'s Apprentice

Kilt Rentals
Custom Made Kilts

SCOTTISH ATTIRE &
CELTIC ACCESSORIES

54 Vineyard Ave.
Highland, New York, 12528

Phone: 845-691-3888
Toll Free: 1-800-859-KILT

Fax: 845-691-3611
Email: kiltmakersapprentice @ verizon.net

www.highlandkiltshop.com

Bob and Doreen Browning

e T A
AL . o hi"_ —_::__l:'r

An idea!
I print a copy of each issue of this
publication...if I have heavier paper, I print
front and back on the same sheet. IfIam
out of the heavy paper, I just print all the
pages on separate pages and then arrange
them so that there are “front” and “back”
pages...and use a little tape to hold them
together.

When I have everything arranged and

in order and taped as I want I visit the lo-

cal office supply store and they - for just
few dollars - will bind the magazine pages
into a real magazine that you can carry
about to read at your leisure.

Remember, this publication is
FREE...so, you will only have the cost of
a little ink and paper and the
binding...much less than a subscription to
most anything!

-
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A Chat with Fileen Doris Bremner
ComPilcr of The Englisl-) F oetry of Robert Bums (1759 - 1796)

Frank Shaw, Atlanta, Georgia

jurascot@earthlink.net

Q: The word “English” in your book title in-
trigues me as I’'m sure it will others who study
Burns. What made you decide to publish this wee
book of his poems that were entirely in English?

A: My attention was drawn specifically to
Burns’ English poetry by a radio programme, not
a Scottish programme. The broadcast was to the
whole of the U.K. It was January and close to the
poet’s anniversary. The English presenter men-
tioned this and spoke very pleasingly
about our Bard. “But,” he said,
“what a pity we can’t easily under-
stand his poetry as he wrote it all in
the Scots dialect.” This made me
prick up my ears because I knew that
there were some poems in English.
I decided to investigate, and to m
y surprise, I found over 100 poems
written entirely in English. Then I
decided to make a selection of these
gems and put them into a little gift
book. This is the first ever compila-
tion of his English work.

Q: The Kilmarnock edition of
Burns’ poetry in 1786 made him an instant celeb-
rity in his homeland. The title is Poems Chiefly in
the Scottish Dialect. Why do you think he insisted
on writing his poetry for the book in the Scottish
dialect rather than in English alone?

A: Robert Burns had a fierce love of Scot-
land and the Scottish tongue. It was the language
that he spoke, and so the poems came naturally in
that dialect.

Q: Many readers will be surprised to learn
that Burns wrote over 100 poems in English. Hav-
ing insisted on writing in the Scottish dialect while
being encouraged by others to leave that language
behind (Dr. Moore comes to mind) and write in
English, why do you then think Burns eventually
wrote so many poems in English?
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A: I think people encouraged him to write
some poems in English because they recognized
the genius of the man and wanted that genius to be
appreciated by non-Scots. “The Lounger” maga-
zine, the 18th century weekly, wrote in Burns’ own
lifetime, “In English (his poetry) cannot be read at
all without much constant reference to a glossary,
as nearly to destroy that pleasure.” Burns was not
too happy about being asked to write in English. I
truly think that when he did write
in English, it just came out that
way. [ don’t think that when tak-
ing up his quill he thought, “T’1ll
do this one in English”. Some of
his earliest poems are in English,
long before he visited Edinburgh
where he was advised to do this.

Q: Even after studying
Burns for a few years now, I per-
sonally keep The Concise Scots
Dictionary close at hand while
reading or writing articles on
him. I noticed that you printed
these poems in English “exactly
as he wrote them” and that “no verses have been
omitted”. Do you feel more people will read the
English poems rather than those he wrote in the
Scottish dialect, of which he was so passionate? If
so0, please explain.

A: Thope that this little book will make avail-
able to a whole new readership the beauty and
wisdom of Burns’ words. There will always be a
number of non-Scots people who enjoy reading
poetry but who could not be bothered looking up
the meaning of every other Scot word. This is
bound to delay the flow of the poetry. Perhaps hav-
ing read the English poems, they may then be en-
ticed to try the Scottish ones.

Q: Is there anything you wish you had done

Continued on page 23
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differently in publishing your book on Burns? Will
future editions contain more English poems?

A: T have published this book myself. I did
try a few publishers but none accepted. As [ had a
gut feeling that this book would sell, I took the
gamble (not really like me!) and had it printed
myself. I have not thought yet of doing a second
book with different English poems. I need to sell
more of these first. One the whole, I'm quite
pleased with how it has turned out. People have
been very complimentary about it.

Q: Ireally appreciate your categorizing the
poems in your book by topics such as nature,
women and love, advice, religious
nature, autobiographical, and death.
Why did you specifically select
these topics?

A: The selection gives a good
cross-section of the poet’s work and
it makes the sock “tidy”. I chose this
way rather than listing the poems al-
phabetically. I do wish there could
have been a category for “humor-
ous poems”. I was disappointed that
there are no English poems show-
casing this side of Burns. As you
know, many of his Scottish poems
display his brilliant humour, fun and
mischief. There is only one short stanza - one of
his mock epitaphs which he wrote about people
who were still alive! — “Epitaph for Mr. Walter
Riddell”. However, “The Belles of Mauchline” has
a gentle humour to it.

Q: You have selected more poems about
“Women/Love” and “Death” than other topics. In
fact, these poems make up almost one-third of your
book. Why is this, and I must ask humorously, of
course, if there is a correlation between the two
topics?

A: Asyou know, Burns was a legendary lover.
A very large number of his poems are about love
and, therefore, that is why there is a higher ratio of
poems in that category in the book. Hopefully there
is not a correlation between women/love and death!
Like many artistic people, Burns fell victim to some
very gloomy moods. He had a deep religious con-
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nection - quite unconnected to the kirk. He wrote
to Mrs. Dunlop, “A mathematician without reli-
gion is a probable character; an irreligious poet is
amonster”. He brooded terribly at times and wrote
a lot about death. He also had a peculiar preoccu-
pation with winter - Scottish winters, of course -
and wrote a great deal about that, usually during
his gloomy moods. No English work on this sub-
ject, however.

Q: How is your book selling and how can
readers buy a copy, perhaps by email? I understand
a lady from Idaho bought 24 copies while visiting
Scotland recently? Please give us an address, as
well as the cost for the book plus
shipping to America.

A: I'm glad to say it is sell-
ing well. The first thousand have
gone, and I’ve just had another
thousand printed. It is rather
costly to do this, and so I just in-
cluded the poems I liked best.
Also I wanted to keep the retail
price down. At 3.50 pounds, it is
an attractive price and makes a
nice little gift or keepsake for
tourists to take home. It sells well
at National Trust properties, gar-
den centers and, of course, at the
Burns venues. Yes, a lady from Idaho bought 24
copies via her visit to Glamis Castle gift shop. Also,
40 have gone to Russia, given as gifts to Russian
visitors on a trip to the Burns country from St. Pe-
tersburg. The overseas convener of the Burns Fed-
eration wanted them to give one to each of these
visitors.

Books can be bought from “Bookspeed” in
Edinburgh. They are book distributors. Their email
address is sales@bookspeed.com
(www.bookspeed.com). They can also be bought
directly from me at my home address (Thornton
House, Inverurie, Aberdeenshire AB51 0JX, Scot-
land). No email just yet, but soon!

Each book costs 3.50 pounds sterling. The 24
sent to Idaho cost 9 pounds by sea or 18 pounds by
air. One book goes airmail at 2 pounds. All these

Continued on page 24
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prices include packaging.

Q: Ken Simpson, one of the foremost Burns
scholars in the world, referred you to me. I now
see that you are listed as a speaker at his 2007 an-
nual conference in Glasgow. How do you know
Ken Simpson?

A: Thave only spoken so far to Ken Simpson
on the telephone. I look forward to meeting him at
the January conference. West Kilbride in Ayrshire,
where he lives, is very near Largs in Ayrshire where
I was brought up. My late father was mayor of Largs.
I was born in Ayr - proud to share my place of birth
with Robert Burns! Dad was a keen Burnsian, so I
was brought up with alove of Burns’ work. I plan to
move back to Largs in a few years time.

Q: Will there be another book coming from
your pen sometime in the future? If so, do you care
to comment on its subject?

A: Not planned at the moment. All my life I
worked in television, the last 15 years as a producer.
compiled a 7-part mini-series “A Letter from Robert
Burns” which was transmitted each evening of Burns
week. This was a long time ago. His letters - now there’s
another whole subject - and all in English. But lots
have been done about them.

Q: In arecent letter to me, you stated you had
“advanced from quill to fountain pen”. Do you think
you will advance from pen to computer and email?

A: T have just acquired a computer. So the
answer is a definite “yes”. I’m so sorry that my not
being on email yet has caused so much trouble to
your good and patient self.

Q: Thank you for your promptness and cour-
tesies in both our phone conversations and written
communications. Is there a last word that you
would like to share with our readers?

A: Just to give them my good wishes. The
fact that they are reading this article means we have
all something in common - the love of Robert
Burns’ work. I hope that my little book will add to
this readership and spread appreciation of his
words. Hidden away in a corner of the treasure
chest of his precious Scottish poems lies a jewel
box containing the gems he wrote in English. I have
opened this box and by so doing shown what a
craftsman Burns was with the English language as
well as with the Scots.

(FRS: 12-22-06)

A Higllander and His Books

Eileen Bremner’s

The English Poetry of Robert Bur (175 —1796)

Reviewed by Frank R. Shaw, Atlanta, GA,

USA email: jurascot@earthlink.net

Few topics on Robert Burns attract my at-
tention as much as those who try to anglicize his
writings. It always reminds me of the famous cor-
respondence between Burns and Dr. John Moore.

It was Moore who urged Burns to concentrate
on English since so few could understand the Scot-
tish dialect.
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Thank goodness Burns turned a deaf ear to
Moore and the others who criticized him for not
writing in English.

In 1892, Alexander Corbet wrote a little book
entitled Burns in English which was composed of
select poems of Burns translated from the Scot-

Continued on page 25
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The English Poems of Robert Burns, continued from page 24

tish dialect into... you guessed it...English. I’ve
never seen Corbet’s book quoted in any of the 900+
books I have on Burns that I have either read or
referenced. Others have translated Burns into En-
glish with the same result.

As my Mama used to say, ‘““Some folks just won’t
leave well enough alone!”

Now, a very sweet,
knowledgeable, and interest-
ing Scottish lady, Eileen Doris
Bremner from Inverurie in
Scotland’s Aberdeenshire
comes along and turns the
table on all of these writers
who want to translate Burns
into English. She applied a
simple solution to what many
had obviously overlooked and
made a lot more difficult than
necessary. Eileen did her re-
search, determined that Burns
himself had “written over a
hundred poems in pure En-
glish”, and she selected 42 of
them for her wee book, being
adamant about not leaving out
any of the verses.

Some of us may tend to get a little restless
sometimes in church when all verses are sung in
the hymns, particularly if they have five or six. Take
my word for it, those who love Burns or want to
learn more about Burns will not get restless read-
ing all the verses of these poems, mainly because
they will understand them!

My favorite section of the book is “Poems
about Women/Love”. Under this category you will
find a couple of my favorites, “Clarinda! Mistress
of My Soul” and “Flow Gently Sweet Afton”. Both
are simply great love poems.

The section on Death is interesting from the
standpoint that there are more of them than any
other topic except the poems about women and
love. Several of these stand out, one in particular
since I lost my Dad at about the same age as Burns
was when he lost his father. The son writes the
epithet for his father’s headstone which is located
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in Alloway’s auld kirkyard.

I have stood on that sacred spot, appreciative
of what the poet said about the father he clashed
with as he searched for his own identity.

Since the two topics of women/love and death
account for about a third of the poems in Eileen’s
book, I wonder, (humor-
ously of course), if there is
a correlation between the
two. If you figure it out,
email me and I’ll share it
with our readers.

I'recently received my
annual invitation to attend
the 2007 Burns International
Conference in Glasgow at
The Mitchell. (They do not
say “Library” - just “The
Mitchell”. I like that!)

I’ve always wanted to
attend one of these confer-
ences and was even invited
to speak a couple of years
back by Dr. Kenneth
Simpson, my friend and
very much the kind of
Burns scholar you’d love,
but a matter of an operation on my wife’s torn rota-
tor cuff seemed a little more important at the time,
so I had to cancel a few weeks before the confer-
ence. I mention this only to say that one of the speak-
ers for the 2007 conference is Eileen Bremner, right
up there with all the Burns scholars, speaking on
“The English Poetry of Robert Burns”.

I’ll wager that when all is said and done, the
lights turned out, and the attendees make their way
back home from “The Mitchell”, the one speaker
they will not forget will be Eileen Bremner and
her remarks about Burns’ poetry in English.

At least they will understand what she says!

Today I ordered a dozen of these wee books
to pass around to the usual suspects. They only
cost 3.50 pounds plus a little postage. I promise
you will never buy a book consisting of only 42
poems that you will enjoy as much.

(FRS: 12-22-06)
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At Seaside Park in
Ventura, California

CAMES EVENTS:
Scottish Heatvy Atbfetics, Pipe Band Competition,

Solo Piping Competition, Highland & Trish Step Dancing,
Scottish Country Dancing, Gathering of the Claus,
Vendors, Children’s Glen, British Classic Cars, Genealogy,
Drummond Ranch Dogs, Arts and Cmfts..And Haggis!

ENTERTAINMENT EVENTS: EVENT SCHEDULE _

Whisky TASTING AMD Friday = 5:00pm Whisky Tasting
“A SCOTTISHh eveniInGg” 6:30pm “A Scottish Evaning
AMD FASDION SDOW Samrday 9:00am Gates Open
Friday Evening, Oct. 12th at the Four Points Sheraton Hotel Moon  Grand Parade & Y
i Opening Ceremonles 18-
- z Classes: El— 8:00pm Alasdalr Fraser and Alex Beaton J'J-Eﬁ e
Bt il Sunday 9:30am Kirkin' o the Tartans " S5
Speaking Gaelic 4:30pm  Glosing Ceremonies

EBeatured Entertaimers Include:
Alex Beaton & Alasdair Fraser & Natalie Haas ® The Wicked Tinkers
Celtic spring & Highland Way & Tempest
Bydand Borever - The Gordon Highlanders 1882-85 & Highlander Warriors

Stay at one of these fine hotels: TICKETS Whisky Tasting: $25
Host Hotel Reservations: Adult: Scottish Evening: $30

The Pierpant Inn (805) 643-6134 e g e Sponsor Packages
Grawne Plaza (805) §48-2100 Advanca: 1 Day, $12 - 2 Day $18 Available
Country Inn & Suites (805) 653-1434 el et o
Faur Points Sheraton (805) 658-1212 20y [htn Friem el G Altowed Ja
Ventura Beach Marvien(805) 643-6000 ;oo Seaside Park

AMTRAK STOPS AT OUR FRONT GATE  chiidren 5 & ander Free
Visit www.seaside-games.com

For the latest enterfainment schedule and more event information

CONTACT: John & Mellie at (818) 826-4968,
e-mail: SeasidaeChisf@aocl.com

Seasule nghland Games thanks these Sponsors & Supporters
.t,m Bsslstingu.com 'B:H:mh U[“Reporter

AT e MNEWS h
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Please come and enjoy genealogical/Scottish seminars - FREE - if you are attending the Seaside
Highland Games by your BNFT editor, Beth Gay. Look for signs and in the Games program!
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