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The Clan Blair Society to embrace 21st century 
technology as a method for their 2013 AGM
    The Clan Blair Society  Board has decided to 
embrace the 21st century and deploy technol-
ogy as a method to conduct the 2013 Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) scheduled for Satur-
day Sept. 14. 
    This year’s AGM will be held utilizing web-
event technology in a manner that will enable 
all members with an internet connection to 
participate.
     Based upon results from a membership sur-
vey conducted via Survey Monkey, the majority 
of respondents (25% of the membership) sup-
ported the Cyber-AGM. 
     You have told us that the following subjects 
are of interest for the first-ever cybermeeting.
     All the details need attention, but our thoughts 
are:  1. Clan Blair History – stories about our 
past.
     2. Scottish History – Utah Commissioner 
Witt Young will present “the Battle of Bannock-
burn” which includes a video diorama and dis-

cussion about this famous battle of 1314.
     3. Presentation on formal and informal Scot-
tish attire.
     4. Report on the Clan Blair Society annual
business meeting.  The cyber-meeting will be 2 
hours in length with short breaks between ses-
sions. The meeting will be recorded for member 
access after the formal sessions.
     More information will be forthcoming in 
quarterly newsletters. Please forward questions 
to Jim Blair at president@clanblair.org.

    Clan Blair
      Society Badge
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Looking for your Scottish Family History?

Visit our newly

redesigned website:

www.unicornlimited.com

Information on hundreds of

Scottish families, as well as:

* Bagpipe music books

* Scottish history and culture

* Scottish and Celtic folklore

* The Scots and Scots-Irish in

North America

Visit our site to purchase

instant download materials

Unicorn Limited, Inc.

Since 1979, your #1 source

for information on all things Scottish!

Renny and Vicki McLeod

P. O. Box 125, Loachapoka, AL 36865

334.501.0202 mcleod@scotpress.com
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Program Two
     NARA and Social Media:  This session will 
discuss where to find valuable information on 
the following:
     1. Exhibits that NARA announces on Twitter.
     2. Seminars and Podcasts from NARA on 
YouTube.
    3. Social Media pages and links to articles, 
exhibits, and updates on collections at NARA.
     4. How to file document requests relating to 
FOIA, Homeland Security, and privacy acts. 
********************************************** 

 Part Two
Saturday, June 8, 2013
Beginning Genealogy

Speakers:  Carolyn Ford – Lee County 
 Genealogical Society

 Bryan L. Mulcahy – Fort Myers-Lee 
County Library

Time: 9:30am – 12:30pm
     This one day seminar will focus on the basics 
of genealogical research.  Patrons are encour-
aged to bring information already collected 
about their family history, including any family 
group sheets and/or pedigree charts.
**********************************************

Long Distance Genealogical Research
Saturday, July 6, 2013

Speaker:  Bryan L. Mulcahy – 
Fort Myers-Lee County Library

Time: 9:30am – 12:30pm

     Locating genealogical information about an-
cestors presents many challenges.  When you 
live hundreds or thousands of miles from their 
place of residence, it sometimes feels impos-
sible. This seminar will focus on options that 
researchers may use when trying to conduct ge-
nealogical searches in other parts of the United 
States and overseas. 

     Here are the latest listings of upcoming gene-
alogy programs scheduled for Fort Myers-Lee 
County Library.  All programs are free and open 
to the public.  
     Advance Registration is required.  Registra-
tion is required due to limited seating capacity. 
Patrons may register for the classes using one of 
the following methods:
     1.      Telephone:  Call 479-4636 and select the 
option for registering for programs.
     2.      Telephone:  Call Bryan l. Mulcahy at 
533-4626  and leave your contact information.
     3.      E-Mail: Contact Bryan L. Mulcahy at 
bmulcahy@leegov.com. 
.
**********************************************

National Archives Database Research
Saturday, May 18, 2013

Speaker:  Joan Capobianco
Time: 9:30am-1:00pm

Program One

     Navigating the National Archives Databases 
and Locations: Genealogists are aware of the 
voluminous materials that held by NARA.  The 
issue is - where are they and how do you find 
them?  This seminar will cover the following:
     1. How to navigate the NARA website with-
out consulting a rocket  scientist.
     2. The types of records that NARA has and 
where to locate them.
     3. How to obtain records without traveling to 
the repositories.
     4. Free publications and downloads from 
NARA.
     5. How to get assistance from NARA.
     6. What is needed to have a successful trip to 
NARA.

************************************************

FREE  Genealogy  Programs at the Fort Myers - Lee County Library.  Open to the public.
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Clan Graham Society

If you are a Graham or Sept of Graham, you are
cordially invited to share in a proud and noble heritage.

For application, write: Clan Graham Society
Norris Graham

PO Box 70
Yucca, AZ 06438-0070

www.clan-graham-society.org
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New Border Reiver T-Shirt Design!
     Are you an Armstrong, Bell, Carlisle, Douglas, Graham, 
Johnstone, Home, New Border Reiver T-Shirt Design!
Are you an Armstrong, Bell, Carlisle, Douglas, Graham, 
Johnstone, Maxwell, Little, Scott, Turnbull, Young, or any of 
a dozen other Border family names?  This t-shirt designed 
by Shaun Maxwell is just for you!  Printed front and back, in 
quality 100% cotton. Maxwell, Little, Scott, Turnbull, Young, 
or any of a dozen other Border family names?  This t-shirt 
designed by Shaun Maxwell is just for you!  Printed front 
and back, in quality 100% cotton.
Complete information by  calling 828-524-7472
               or toll free 866-898-1192 
or visit tartans@scottishytartans.org
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Clan Blair Society

Membership cordially invited from Blair
descendants

and other interested parties.
www.clanblair.org

Membership Chairman: Charles Diman
3413 Sunnybrook Drive, Charlotte, NC 28210-4715

ClanMembership@clanblair.org

President: Helen L. Blair
7516 E. Hermosa Vista Dr.

Mesa, AZ 85207-1110
President@clanblair.org

Society and are looking forward to collaborating
with the Society to bring knowledge of this great
dynasty before the people of Scotland and our cous-
ins and descendants overseas.”

Clan Currie became hereditary poets to the
powerful MacDonald Lords of the Isles who
reigned over a semi-autonomous Gaelic kingdom
which at its height covered a large swathe of
Scotland’s western seaboard. The MacMhuirich
poets were among the preeminent tradition bear-
ers of Scotland’s Gaelic culture during this time,
and produced many famed works in the bardic tra-
dition. Despite the demise of the Lordship, the
MacMhuirichs continued in their poetic tradition,
and Niall MacMhuirich in the 15th Century was
the first of several notable bards to Clan Ranald.

Clan Currie will be hosting their 2nd
Annual MacMhuirich Symposium this
summer on the beautiful and historic island
of South Uist from August 24-26. Please
visitwww.clancurriegathering.com for pro-
gram updates and confirmed speakers

Clan Currie, continued from page 10

Scotland County 
Highland Games set 
for October 5, 2013
     2013 will have a LOT in store for the 5th An-
nual Scotland County Highland Games!
    Stop press: 2013 Guest Piping Recitalist/Judge 
will be Mr. Bruce Gandy - a not to be missed 
concert event by another Gold Medalist, com-
poser, and instructor in a hopeful repeat of 
what was one of our most successful "addition-
al" events last year! 
     Stop press: 2nd Annual Whisky Tasting - en-
joy gourmet food pairings with rare and notable 
single malt whiskies - one of last year's NEW 
events that was a huge success! Spaces will be 
limited, but the price will be right for a grand 
event to delight the taste buds of even the most 
discriminating palates!
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
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A new bursary for Sabhal Mor
Ostaig students to study the history
and literature of Clan Currie

http://www.youtube.com/v/1eXS0o6r-
Wk?version=3&feature=player_embedded

Site Seeing

 This will make you smile for days!

Bob Currie, President of the Clan Currie So-
ciety visited Sabhal Mòr Ostaig this week (Tues-
day 17 April) to launch the Clan Currie Bursary
(Duais Clann MhicMhuirich), a new annual award
which will be given to students of the Gaelic col-
lege who undertake
research on the litera-
ture, poetry and his-
tory of Clan Currie.

 Mr Currie, who
travelled from the
United States to
launch the award,
said: “The Clan
Currie Society is de-
lighted to be estab-
lishing Duais Clann
MhicMhuirich with
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, to support students who are
specialising in the study of the MacMhuirichs and
Gaelic poetry, literature and history. While much
has been written of this great bardic dynasty, it is
now recognised that much more remains to be re-
vealed and interpreted through modern scholarship.
As an example, there has been little study on the
MacMhuirichs in the islands of Mull, Raasay and
Colonsay.  The Clan Currie Society takes great

pride in supporting this research.”
Professor Hugh Cheape, Course Leader for

the MSc Material Culture and Gàidhealtachd His-
tory, commented: “We are exceptionally pleased
to welcome Bob Currie, President of the Ameri-

can-based Clan
Currie Society, to
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig to
announce the cre-
ation of a bursary –
the ‘Duais Clann
MhicMhuirich’ – to
be awarded by the
Society annually to a
student in Gaelic his-
tory and literature for
a research project on
the bardic dynasty of

MacMhuirichs whose history goes back 900 years
to the first of the name, Muireadhach Albannach.
This gesture offers highly valued opportunities for
research and writing through the medium of Gaelic
and at the highest levels and also to engage with
both national archives and with oral tradition still
current in different communities. We are very proud
to be instigating this on behalf of the Clan Currie

Continued on page 11

lot are $5.00 roundtrip, $3.00 one-way. (Saturday and 
Sunday)
     Round-trip tickets on the shuttle bus from the paved 
parking lots at Avery County High School (Friday and 
Saturday) are $5.00. 
     There is RV and primitive tent camping available at 
MacRae Meadow. If you were to use an RV you should 
count on getting there by Wednesday or Thursday and 
staying until at least Monday. 
     The best (and flattest) tent spots go quickly and it 
is quite crowded by Friday and Saturday nights. There 
is also a fine state campground on the Parkway (Julian 
Price) in between Blowing Rock and the exit for Grand-
father Mountain.
     There are several small towns surrounding GMHG 
to stay at. 
     The Sugar Mountain/Beech Mountain/Banner Elk 
area is a ski resort during the winter. Traffic can be 
heavy on Hwy 105 going to the games leaving from this 
area, so be sure to leave early. 
     Boone is a larger town past this area. Last week there 
was a reasonable rate at the InnPlace in Boone on the 
Hotels.com website. It’s not far from the Caldwell Com-
munity College parking mentioned above. 
     Blowing Rock is a smaller town south of Boone. It’s 
possible to reach GMHG using the Blue Ridge Parkway 
from Boone or Blowing Rock. You would actually pass 
the games entrance on Hwy 221, go down the moun-
tain, park, and ride the shuttle back up.

     Sir Malcolm Colquhoun, Chief of the Colquhouns, 
will be a Distinguished Guest at the Grandfather Moun-
tain Highland Games near Linville, NC the weekend of 
July 13th, 2013.
     The GMGH (www.gmhg.org) are held about ½ mile 
up the mountain in MacRae Meadow off US 221. The 
general public attending the games are required to park 
in various designated locations and be shuttled up to 
MacRae Meadow usually on a bus. 
     The closest public parking is in Linville at US 221 and 
Hwy 105. Here is what the games published on their 
website for last year: 

Shuttle Bus Information
     Round-trip tickets on the shuttle bus from Boone are 
$10.00 per person. The Shuttle buses run from Caldwell 
Community College Parking lot in Boone to MacRae 
Meadows and back. Boone shuttle service is available 
on Friday, Saturday and Sunday of the games during the 
day events only. Security is provided at the Parking lot.
     If you purchase a 4-day advance ticket the round-trip 
shuttle bus ride is free all 3 days from Caldwell Com-
munity College Parking lot in Boone and from the Av-
ery County High School (Friday and Saturday) and the 
Linville Lot (Saturday and Sunday).
     No Shuttle bus services for the night events. Those 
riding the shuttle buses to the day events must shuttle 
off the mountain by 5:00 pm and drive back to the 
mountain. The night events are general public parking.
     Round-trip tickets on the shuttle bus from Linville 

 There is no general handicap parking at GMHG.

Important things you need to know before
you go to GMHG the weekend of July 13
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Taking your camera

to a Highland Games?

Why not send your pictures to
bethscribble@aol.com and have them pub-
lished in this magazine with your own photo
credit?  Just send about 30-40 or more pho-
tos on a disc to:  Beth Gay-Freeman, 102
Lakeside Dr., Walhalla, SC 29691.  Your pho-
tos will be featured in the next BNFT - along
with your very own photo credit!

Celtic Seasons
   ...from the

Stream of Celtic Consciousness

Just send your name and address and
some kind of monetary donation to:

Rich Shader
2593 Chapparal Drive
Melbourne, FL 32934

Subscribe now, for wonderful Celtic reading

Hispanic Genealogical Society of
Southern California
PO Box 2472
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670-0472
http://www.scgsgenealogy.com/GSHA.htm

   If you would like to take photographs of the 
game you are attending anytime you go to a 
Scottish Game,  you know that you may send a 
disc or two of those photos to your editor.  Just 
mail the disc to beth at 688 Camp Yonah Road, 
Clarkesville, GA 30523.  
   I’ll be happy to edit the photos and give you a 
full photo credit!
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POPE FRANCIS’ PAPAL
COAT OF ARMS AND 
RING WILL BE SIMPLE
   By DANIELA PETROFF 03/18/13
                         The Huffington Post
    
 VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis is mixing his Argen-
tine past with his Roman present to create his new papal 
coat of arms, while harking back to a pope associated 
with the Second Vatican Council for the simple ring 
that he will receive during Tuesday’s installation Mass.
     The Vatican on Monday released details of the sym-
bols of Francis’ pontificate, which in its inaugural days 
has been marked by his preference for simplicity and 
aversion to Holy See splendor.
     The new pope chose to keep the same coat of arms he 
had as archbishop of Buenos Aires, and picked the sim-
plest ring out of several models offered him. It is fash-
ioned in gold-plated silver and was once a gift to Pope 
Paul VI, who presided over the second half of Vatican 
II, the meetings that modernized the church.
     The coat of arms has a necessary addition – the pa-
pal symbols surrounding it: a gilded miter, and crossed 
gold and silver keys.
     The shield itself, in very simple almost modern her-
aldry, depicts a star, a grape-like plant, and a monogram 
of Christ at the center of a fiery sun. The symbols repre-
sent the three members of the Holy Family, Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph. In religious writing, Mary is often referred 
to as a “star,” while St. Joseph is often depicted holding 
a nard, a Middle Eastern plant. The monogram is the 
symbol of Francis’ Jesuit order.
     His motto suggests even more about the root of 
Francis’ message: “Miserando atque eligendo,” Latin 
for “Having had mercy, he called him,” comes from an 
episode in the Gospel where Christ picks a seemingly 
unworthy person to follow him.
     Francis has stressed the importance of mercy, say-
ing that often people are unforgiving with one another, 
but that God is all-merciful. “And very patient,” he ad-
libbed from the window of his studio during his first 
Angelus prayer Sunday.
     In a written explanation of the coat of arms, motto 
and ring, the Vatican said that the inspiration for the 
motto stems from the calling Jorge Bergoglio heard at 

the age of 17, when “he experienced the presence of the 
love of God in a very special way,” and decided to join 
the Jesuit order.
     Francis’s official ring will look like gold, but in fact is 
only gold plated.
     Known as the fisherman’s ring from the apostle Peter, 
who was a fisherman and the first pope, Francis’s ver-
sion depicts St. Peter holding the keys of the Holy See. 
Each pope picks his own ring, which will be destroyed 
at the end of his papacy.
     According to Vatican spokesman the Rev. Federico 
Lombardi, the ring was one of several offered to Fran-
cis. Fashioned in the 1960s by Italian goldsmith Enrico 
Manfrini, it was offered to Paul VI through his private 
secretary. Lombardi said it is not known if the pope ever 
used it.
     Paul VI presided over the second half of Vatican II, 
the 1962-65 meetings that paved the way for the liturgy 
to be celebrated in the vernacular rather than Latin and 
revolutionized the church’s relations with Jews.
   With many thanks to The Huffington Post on the In-
ternet and also thanks to The American College of Her-
aldry.
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Clan Sinclair Association, Inc., (USA)

President  Membership Contact
Melvin Sinclair            Alta Jean Ginn
224 Bransfield Road  12147 Holly Knoll Circle
Greenville, SC 296715 Great Falls, VA 22066
864-268-3550  703-430-6745
Mel@ClanSinclairSC.org aginn@cox.net

7 ft. x 9 ft. tent panel created by Heraldic Artist, Tom Freeman, for the 2009 Gathering in Edinburgh.

    Clan Sinclair Association, Inc. (U.S.A.)
Do you know who came to North America

almost 100 years before Columbus’ famous voyage?

Prince Henry Sinclair in 1398!

Come join (and enjoy) your Sinclair family

*
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     All of the honorees have proven themselves 
to be staunch supporters of the our clan and 
the Clan Shaw Society.  Their efforts contribute 
much to the success of our organization.
     We thank them and congratulate them on 
their excellent work for the Clan Shaw Society 
and on their being honored.
    We thank them and congratulate them on 
their excellent work for Clan Shaw and on their 
being honored.  We are fortunate to have per-
sons such as these among us and who come 
forward to make Clan Shaw an ever-improving 
orgnization.  
     We look forward to a bright future in all of 
their respective areas of responsibilities.

     The officers and trustees of the Clan Shaw 
Society named the following persons as being 
honored in 2012 for their most outstanding 
services to the organization.
     The Clansman of the Year designation was 
given to the society’s genealogist, Roberta 
Shaw-Reeves and the newsletter mailers, Jim 
and Ann Samsel.  
     All of these honorees are in their first year 
in their respective roles.  We congratulate them 
for their commendable work.
   This year, no one was named to the Order 
of the Dagger, which is given to persons previ-
ously named Clansmen of the Year who have 
continued to serve the society well for an ad-
ditional five years.
     Nominations to the Order of the Dirk go 
to members who have previously been named 
Clansmen of the Year, who have been named to 
the Order of the Dagger, and who have subse-
quently continued to serve the orgnization well 
for at least another five years.
     Selected for Order of the Dirk is Michael 
Shaw, Convener for Iowa.
     Our newest and highest-level award is nam-
ing to the Order of the Claymore.
     This honor is reserved for persons who have 
already been named Clansman of the Year and 
who have also been named to the Order of the 
Dagger and the Order of the Dirk and who 
have continued to serve the society well for yet 
another five years or more.
   The 202, this honor goes to Nancy Fox-
worthy, long-time Convener for Indi-
ana and other parts.  Nancy Foxworthy 
was also recently made a member of the  
Clan Shaw Society’s Board of Trustees.  

The Clan Shaw Society announces their 
honors for 2012.  Congratulations to all!
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MacDuffee Clan Society of America, Inc.

Of Clan MacFie

Organized July 1962

Genealogy Chairman: Richard Ledyard
865-671-2555  rledyard@tds.net

Treasurer: David Nathan McDuffie
678-557-9215  dnmcduffie@hotmail.com

Registrar:
Marty Rosser
336-275-8619

martyrosser50@aol.com

Annual General Meeting each year in July

at the Grandfather Mountain Highland Games

KILTED golfers get a $10. discount that day
so would be $65.

Friday evening Ceilidh - will of course
feature the Honored Clan, MacFie! tickets
are $40. Call Linda at 706-835-6012 or
evening 706-745-4405 to reserve tickets, or
go to http://
www.blairsvillescottishfestival.org/ and click
on Ceilidh.

The Ceilidh will be at the new Commu-
nity Center Banquet Room (next to golf
course) in Blairsville - it will be a Buffet.
Social hour will be 6-7pm with short cer-
emony beginning at 7pm, then Dinner im-
mediately after opening ceremony.

ALSO, we have recently learned about
a free Celtic online magazine called Celtic
Guide. It is a non-profit adventure and is all
about the story of the Celts. There are sev-
eral authors who trade their expertise for ad
space, and a few of them have been world
experts in their field of knowledge. We have
been reading some today and there are some
very interesting articles. To access this maga-
zine go to:http://www.celticguide.com Jim
and Ginger McAfee, Macfie Clan Society of
America or visit
www.clanmacfieofamerica.com

Clan MacFie, continued from page 14
2013 brings Robert Burns

Project to America!
See more information in

Section B this issue!
September 12, 1944 - August 16, 2012.  Virgil Cline 
Liner .  Virgil Liner, 67, formerly of Charlotte, NC 
went home to be with Jesus at Lower Cape Fear Hos-
pice in Wilmington, NC.  
     He is survived by his loving wife, Nancy Padgett-
Liner; son, Stephen Liner; daughter, Janine Dennis; 
brother, Alfred L. Liner and wife, Sylvia; sister, Linda 
Meador and husband, Ron; niece, Lisa Wilson and 
husband, Greg; nephew, Matthew C. Liner; grandchil-
dren, Tessa Liner, Ashley Ringwig, Marshall Watson, 
Elizabeth Dennis, Hannah Marshall, Harris Hord, Jon 
Padgett, and Chris Padgett; step-children, Robin Mar-
shall and husband, Richard, Kim Hord and husband, 
Allen and Randy Padgett and wife, Kim; great grand-
children, Sarah Watson, Jason Gabriel, and Adora 
Ringwig. 
     Virgil served in the Navy for six years beginning 
August 21, 1963. He was an active life member of the 
Vietnam Veterans of America, American Legion, Elks 
Lodge, Moose Lodge and a 32 degree Scottish Rite 
Mason and Shrine. He was a life member of the Loch 
Norman Highland Games Society in Charlotte, NC; 
founding member of the Catawba Valley Scottish So-
ciety, retired NC State Commissioner of Clan Camp-
bell Society, and a Life Member of the OL049 Scottish 
American Military Society. 
     The family received friends on Monday evening, 
August 20, 2012, at Hankins and Whittington Funeral 
Service. Funeral service for Mr. Liner was held Tues-

Flowers of the Forest
day, August 21, 2012 at Twelve o’clock noon in the cha-
pel of Hankins and Whittington. Interment followed 
the service in Evergreen Cemetery. 
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specialist. If you’ve ever seen those big white bags that 
Jewson or B&Q use to deliver aggregates – gravel, sand 
and so on – it’s likely that Graham Harris had a hand 
in producing them in his most recent job in Turkey. He 
delivered 12million of them.
     At the age of 47, he’s stopped all that now. At the 
behest of his US-born wife, he bought two large format 
photographs in an art dealership in Las Vegas in 2005 
and found himself thinking “How hard could it be?” 
He describes it as a “Damascene” moment. He changed 
his life around, gave up the manufacturing, came back 
to Scotland, bought a house just outside Perth, bought 
some camera equipment and set about it building up a 
portfolio. “I have about 70 images I am proud to stand 
in front of now” he says on the phone from Tennessee, 
where he is currently preparing for a series of juried arts 
shows across the US.
     But he adds: “I am blessed to have been born in Scot-
land. I have been all the way round the world and there 
is nowhere that is a lovelier little spot”.
    Graham and the other winners, including those who 
are yet to be discovered, will be able to enjoy a day-out 
at STV studios later this year, as well as the satisfaction 
of knowing that they have made a contribution to the 
STV Appeal 2014.
     Rob Woodward, the chief executive of STV and chair 
of the judging panel added: "We have been greatly im-
pressed with the standard of entries for the photogra-
phy competition so far and expect the final result to be 
an amazing calendar which will help to raise money for 
the STV Appeal and celebrate Scotland's natural beauty

   Our January winner for the STV Appeal 2014 Cal-
endar has a sense of a bold step forward into the New 
Year. And who bolder than David Stirling, the founder 
of the SAS, whose memorial statue, designed in bronze 
by Angela Conner, is featured here.
   As it turned out, our winner, Graham Harris Gra-
ham, took the unusual view from behind partly to get 
exactly that sense of striding forward into a new dawn. 
The statue was erected as recently as 2002 on the Stir-
ling family’s old estate of Keir (now owned by Mahdi Al 
Tajir, the UAE businessman who owns Highland Spring 
bottled water and 15,000 acres of Perthshire).
    But to get that sense of dynamism, Graham Harris 
had to lie down in the snow surrounding the statue’s 
plinth to get the camera position he wanted. It makes 
the statue look even larger than the life-size it is (Stir-
ling was 6’6” anyway) and it also eliminates a lot of not 
terribly interesting foreground, leaving the unobstruct-
ed view to the hills in the west just catching the morn-
ing light.
   “I wanted to do him justice” Graham Harris explains, 
and he wasn’t finished yet. On an exposure of just over 
a second, he set off four flashes which enabled him to 
capture all that frosty detail on the bronze. You can al-
most feel the biting cold in the early morning. Some-
how, those extremes seem all of a piece with Stirling’s 
own larger-than-life life story, even though many of 
his most famous exploits, with the Long Range Desert 
group in the early 1940s, took place in the burning heat 
of the deserts of Libya and Egypt.
     Graham Harris is a latecomer to photography. Origi-
nally from Glasgow, where he trained as an engineer, 
he has worked all over the world as a manufacturing                                                         Continued on page 

Graham Harris Graham 
awarded a place in the SVT 
appeal 2014 calendar!
Glasgow native to exhibit his 
photographs in the USA
all during 2013
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Clan Bell
International

      This

old  West Marche Clan,

one of Border clans since

the early 1100s, were retain-

ers of the Great House of

Douglas and also allied with

the best border families

through blood and friend-

ship. Their land holdings

were extensive, and to sur-

vive, they engaged in the

“rieving” of the period and

participated in many battles

against the English.

After William Bell, called Redcloak and Chief of the Clan died in 1628, the chiefship
became dormant, and without leadership, the Bells ceased to exist as a viable clan.

Clan Bell International (CBI) in the United States represents Clan Bell world-wide with a coordinated
network of 20 International Representatives, each representing the Clan in their own country.

CBI is a charitable organization of Scottish descendants and friends of Family/Clan Bell dedi-
cated to the study of Bell genealogy and Scottish history and the perpetuation of family tradition.

CBI cordially invites membership inquires from persons Named Bell (all spellings), their
descendants and friends.  Quarterly newsletter published.  Tents hosted at major Scottish
festivals from coast to coast.

Declared “unruly” by the Scottish
Parliament, many of the Clan emi-

grated to the Ulster Plantation after 1610.

President:
William H. Bell
2322 Shadow Hill Drive
Riverside, CA 92506
clanbellusa@sbcglobal.net

Visit our Web site:

clanbell.org
Membership Secretary:
Alta Jean Ginn
12147  Holly Knoll Circle
Great Falls, VA 22066
aginn@cox.net
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     The Internet is an excellent tool for genealogical 
research when used in conjunction with consulting 
original records, print sources, and employing proper 
research techniques.   The benefits to genealogists are:  
     1.   The ability to search the genealogical holdings of 
major repositories or libraries in areas where the ances-
tors resided.  
     2.  The ability to search a repository’s holdings on-
line may facilitate planning for onsite research in an-
ticipation of a visit to that repository.
     3.  The Internet usually contains significant informa-
tion on local, state, national and/or ethnic historical/ge-
nealogical societies, and family associations through-
out the U.S. and abroad.
     4.  Websites such as Ancestry, Heritage Quest, Cyn-
di’s List, Family Search, Rootsweb, etc.,  offer access 
to message boards and other information-sharing sites 
where genealogists can  network with other genealo-
gists, share findings and photographs, and submit que-
ries.
     The dramatic increase in online resources has at-
tracted many beginners to the field of genealogical re-
search.  Experienced genealogists have benefited be-
cause of new and improved research tools and faster 
communication.  
     Sites such as Ancestry.com and Ancestry Library 
Edition, Fold3, Heritage Quest, and Family Search, just 
to name a few, have enabled researchers to locate re-
cords in a timely manner.  
    Researchers are also benefitting from an increased 
number of digitized images, thus making the informa-
tion-gathering process more accurate and timely. 
     Many websites offer tutorials in the form of a Fre-
quently Asked Questions section (FAQ).  These pages 
usually provide research tips and information on for-
mulating search strategies. 
     While the Internet offers many opportunities for re-
search, there are limitations and caveats.  The Internet 
should not be considered the main option for genea-
logical research. Researchers will never locate every fact 
about their ancestors online.  There is no one website 
or database containing all types of genealogical records.  
Many record types have never appeared on any online 
databases, and never will.  Information found online 

carries no guarantee whatsoever that it is accurate, thor-
oughly researched or properly documented.
     The Internet is not a new reason that researchers 
sometimes collect questionable or undocumented in-
formation. False pedigrees, family myths and research 
errors were a part of genealogy long before the Internet. 
The difference is that the undocumented information is 
easily located and duplicated online.  
     Bryan Mulcahy, M.L.S., Reference Librarian | Ft. 
Myers - Lee County Public Library, 2050 Central Ave., 
Ft. Myers, FL 33901-3917.  Email: bmulcahy@leegov.
com  or use or fax: Voice 239-533-4626 | Fax 239-485-
1160  or visit the Internet at: leelibrary.net

Locating Ancestors on the Internet
 Bryan Mulcahy__________________________________________________________
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 Clan Sutherland

  Society of

  North America

Septs and Associated Families:

Cheyne, Clyne, Duffus, Federith,
Gray, Keith, Mowat, Murray, Oliphant.

For membership information, please visit our website at

www.clansutherland.org

You may contact
the president:
George Sutherland
9613 Highstream Court
Charlotte, NC 28269

Clan Chief,
Lady Elizabeth,
Countess of Sutherland

Elizabeth Sutherland, Countess of Sutherland

Chief of Clan Sutherland

Clan Sutherland Society 
of North America

new president:
Robert Sutherland
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Clan Colquhoun Society Of NA

2984 Mike Drive

Marietta, GA 30064

sijepuis@bellsouth.net

Colquhoun/Calhoun, Cowan, MacClintock,
MacManus. Applications available online at http://
www.geocities.com/clancolquhoun_na/home.html

   Chev. Ralph Comp is led by his
faithful companion, Willy Sinclair, at the
Charleston (SC) St. Patrick’s Day parade.

Willy Sinclair
takes his person
to the parade!

You can view our latest Ramsey DNA re-
sults or ORDER YOUR KIT at http://
freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
~ramsey/indexDNA.html

PSS: I will be at the Clan Ramsay Booth at
the Smoky Mountain Highland Games http://
www.smhg.org/ May 19 - 20, 2012 in Maryville
TN.

We have over 3500 Ramsay / Ramsey heri-
tage files in our private sortable data base and at
the “Games” I will be available to search the file
for your ancestors and determine if your line is
DNA tested and provide you with contacts in just
minutes and share with you other possible
branches of your family! .

John Hendrickson, Oak Ridge, TN  Clan
Ramsay member # 754 -Ramsey / RamsayDNA
Project Administrator (Volunteer)

Genealogical Research combined with DNA
results bring families together.

 Flowers of the Forest

   We are sad to hear from Christine Tran-
sue that Ted Blaschke passed away Satur-
day morning, April 13th.
   Ted and Marilyn were founding members 
of the Atlanta Branch of the Royal Scottish 
Country Dancing Society.  
   Ted taught Scottish country dancing for 
many years until his failing health began to 
take its toll.
   There was a memorial service on Satur-
day, April 27th
   The Blaschke’s were members of the At-
lanta St. Andrew Society.
     If you would like to send Marilyn a 
card, her address is 2644 Lake Capri Drive, 
Conyers, Georgia 30012.
__________________________________
 

 

     
     Sad news was received from Sandy Blair 
about her husband, Tom Blair: Tom passed 
away July 11, 2012. 
     Tom fought a 2 1/2 year battle with 

leukemia. Write Sandy Blair, 1520 Shield Street  in Laramie, WY 
82072
_____________________________________________________      
    
 Sadly, I want to give you the information that my husband, Rob-
ert Alan Blair, passed away on Nov. 24, 2012 at our local hospital 
in Napa, California of an Ischemic stroke.  
     He was always so proud of his Scottish Blair heritage.  I know our 
children and grandchildren will carry it on.  From his wife, Janet 
Blair.
_____________________________________________________
William Henry Bigham, Sr. “Bill” MATTHEWS - William Hen-
ry Bigham, Sr., 68, of Matthews, NC, passed away peacefully early 
Thursday morning, August 30, 2012 at Presbyterian Hospital Mat-
thews. Bill was the son of Lola Williamson Bigham and the late 
Henry Porter Bigham, Jr. After retiring from the US Postal Service, 
he found his passion in building log cabins for charitable organiza-
tions, especially One Special Christmas and the Rural Hill historic 
site. The family extends special thanks to the nurses and staff of 
Presbyterian Hospital Matthews who cared for Bill in his final days. 
Bill is survived by his loving wife of 48 years, Sandra, and two sons 
Henry Bigham of Matthews and Scott Bigham of Chapel Hill. He 
is also survived by two brothers, Butch Bigham and his wife Gloria 
of Indian Trail and Jim Bigham and partner Cathy of Oak Island, 
a sister, Barbara Porter and her husband Vance of Stallings, three 
nephews, and numerous aunts, uncles and cousins. Bill's family will 
be holding a private funeral service. In lieu of flowers, the family re-

Continued on page 29
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Clan Macneil
Association
of America

- Remember the men from
whom you have come.

o’n D’thainig thu.”

• Macneil
• MacNeil
• Macniel
• MacNiel
• Macneill
• MacNeill
• MacNeillie
• Macneal
• MacNeal
• Macneale
• MacNeale
• MacNeilage
• Macneilage
• MacNelly
• Macnelly
• MacNeally
• Macneally
• Mcneil
• McNeil
• Mcniel

If you are a Macneil or
any of the following “Sept
names, then you have
fouhd the clan you are
looking for!

clanmacneilua.us

President C. McNeill Baker, Jr.
6959 Almours Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32117-2628

• McNiel
• Mcneill
• McNeill
• Mcneal
• McNeal
• Mcneale
• McNeale
•  McNeilage
• Mcneilage
• McNelly
• Mcnelly
• McNeally
• Mcneally
• Neil
• Neal
• Neall
• Neale
• Neill
• Niel
• Niell

• O’Neal
• O’Neil
• O’Niel
• O’Neill
• Oneil
• Oneill
• Nelson
• Neilson
• Nielson
• MacGougan
• Macgougan
• MacGrail
• Macgrail
• MacGugan

• Macgugan
•MacGuigan
• Macguigan
• McGougan
• Mcgougan
• McGrail
• McGraill
• Mcgrail
• Mcgraill
• McGugan
• Macgugan
• McGuigan
    ...and
• Mcguigan
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Bet you did not know this 
about our own Civil War
     
     One of the least known war memorials in Scotland 
is a monument in Edinburgh’s Old Calton Cemetery to 
honor the six men from Edinburgh who fought for the 
Union Army in the American Civil War.
     Presided over by a life-sized bronze statue of Abra-
ham Lincoln it was the first memorial to Lincoln any-
where in Europe, funded by Andrew Carnegie.  
     Local historians hope that the release of the film “Lin-
coln” in Scotland might spark interest in the memorial’s 
restoration.
____________________________________________

Honoring the Irish Brigade 
for service in Civil War    
     Observances of the 150th anniversary of the battle of 
Fredericksburg on 13 December 1862 included a special 
commemoration of the sacrifice of the Irish Brigade.
   The Irish Brigade was ordered into an uphill frontal 
assault against Confederate forces dug in behind a stone 
wall.  The brigade was cut to shreds in minutes.  
     The defenders were themselves ironically a largely 
Irish unit from Georgia.                         (next column up)

     Legend has it that when the smoke cleared the Confeder-
ate  Irish rose in the best Gaelic tradition to sound a “har-
roo!” in salute of their fallen, but valiant foes.
     Of some 1600 men of the men of the Irish Brigade who 
marched into battle, only 263 answered the roll call the fol-
lowing morning. 
     The commemoration rededicating the Irish Brigade 
monument included descendants, historians, represen-
tivives of the Irish Government, an honor guard from the 
Irish Defense Force and  75 active-duty soldiers from the 
69th Infantry, descendant unit of the 69th New York Regi-
ment which was one of the key units in the Irish Brigade.
     Perhaps the best tribute was offered a few weeks fafter 
the battle by a heartbroken survivor: “Could the spirits of 
its honored and immortal dead, whose rude graves spot the 
soil of  Virginia and Maryland, but have the privilege or 
power to look down upon the future of this Republic, they 
can now tell whether or not the cause for which they have 
offered up their lives is to perish.”

______________________________________________

Did you know that there is a 
tartan for the Brave movie?
     
     Did you know that the Disney Pixar folks did create 
a tartan to clothe the characters in their animated film 
Brave?
     The DunBroch tartan has a blue background for the 
sea, and green for the Highland hills, while there are lines 
of navy blue which represent the “forging” of the clans 
within the DunBroch kingdom, plus a touch of gray “for 
the inner soul of the Scottish people.” 
     In the tartan is scarlet for blood and family heritage 
and maybe for Princess Merida’s flaming red hair.
_____________________________________________

Cornwall Heritage Center
     
     There are plans for a Cornwall Heritage Center to be 
built in Redruth.  The Cornwall Council has submitted 
a proposal for 9.8 million pounds in funding from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund.  
     If built, the Kresen Kernow would be a museum and 
repository for Cornish manuscripts, photographs and 
maps..
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     Steve Barr writes, “OK, so why 
would I include a shot from a cem-
etery in my Scotland trip photo-
graphs?”
      Lynn Barr writes, “Because it is so 
cool!  We spent a good hour wander-
ing through here.  We went because 
we had heard that JK Rawling had got-
ten the names for the characters in her 
Harry Potter series books from here.”
     The Clan MacTavish couple found 
that she did, as they found graves 
that included Potters, Tom Riddle, 
Moodie, Bartleman and more. We 
even found a Moneypenny for the 
James Bond fans! 
     The couple also found a mort safe, 
which is an iron grate locked down 
over a grave to prevent grave robbing.
       They found lots and lot of inter-
esting carvings and symbols, a Ste-

Steve and Lynn 
Barr go on search 
for Harry Potter 
and company...
in Greyfriars 
Church Cemetery

venson (clan relation perhaps?), fa-
mous architects and surgeons, skulls 
and crossbones, and etc. 
     The Barrs then went up the street 
and  had dinner in The Elephant 
House, which claims to be the birth-
place of Harry Potter (since Ms. Raw-
ling started writing the books in The 
Elephant House).  It also  has a mag-
nificent view of Edinburgh Castle.   
     Even for those who haven’t read or 
don’t like Harry Potter, it is a really 
cool place to wander around, and is 
a very quiet place in the noise of the 
city.  The entrance is right behind the 
Greyfriar’s “Bobby” statue.
    Note- There is a touching tribute to dog-man loyalty 
next to the Greyfriars Pub.  
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Would you like for your clan to be
represented in these pages?

These ads for Scottish Clans and genealogical groups are $5.00 each issue, never mind the size.  (My
way of saying “Thank You” for all the kindnesses given to me by the Scottish community over the last 20
plus years.)

Just send me in jpeg format your crest or other symbols you’d like in your ad...and the copy
(words) you wish...your billing address...and that’s it.  Send to bethscribble@aol.com.

Clan Buchanan Society,

International,  Inc.

For membership information, contact:
bethscribble@aol.com

Bohanan
Buchanan
Colman
Cormack
Cousland

Dewar
Donleavy

Dove, Dow
Gibb(s)(y)

Gibbon
Gibson
Gilbert

Gilbertson
Harper

Harperson
Leavy
Lennie
Lenny

Macaldonich
Macalman

Macandeior
Macaslan
Macaslin

Macauselan
Macauslan(in)
Macausland
Macauslane
Macalman

Macalmon(t)
Macammond
Macasland

Macchruiter
Maccolman

Maccolwan
Maccormac(k)
Maccommon
Maccoubrey
Maccubbin

Maccubbing
Maccubin

Macdonleavy
Macgeorge
Macgibbon
Macgilbert

Macgreusich
Macgubbin
Macinally

Macindeo(r)
Mackibb

Mackibbon
Mackinlay
Mackinley
Macmaster

Macmaurice
Macmorris

Macmurchie
Macmurphy

Macneur
Macnuir
Macquat

Macquattie
Macquattiey
Macquyer

Macquinten

Macwattie
Macwhirter
Macwhorter

Masters
Masterson
Morrice
Morris

Morrison
(of Perthshire only)

Murchie
Murchison
Richardson

Risk
Rusk(ie)
Ruskin
Spittal
Spittle
Walter
Walters
Wason
Wasson
Waters
Watson

Watt
Watters

Weir
Wuill
Wool
Wule
Yuille
Yool
Yule
Zuill
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The Armstrong Clan Society

Dedicated to the Armstrongs, Crosiers, Fairbairns, Grosiers, Nixons and those interested in these

surnames

   The Armstrong Clan Society was organized on October 8, 1981 and is incorporated in the state

of Georgia, USA. The Society is recognized as a Section 501 (c) (3) not for profit organization and

exempt from U.S. federal income tax.

    On September 24, 1984, the Lord Lyon King of Arms in Scotland granted warrant to the Lyon

Clerk to matriculate in the Public Register of All Arms and Bearings in Scotland in the name of

the Armstrong Clan Society, Inc., the Coat of Arms in the upper left on this page. Our motto

“SEMPER INV1CTUS” can be translated as “Always Unconquered”.

Objectives of the Armstrong Clan Society:

1. To seek friendship and unity among all Armstrongs, its septs and associated families.

2. To provide for the preservation of Armstrong artifacts unique to the family.

3. To serve as a genealogical and historical resource for the membership and the general public.

4. To provide news, Armstrong history, items of general interest, and genealogy via our

newsletter The Armstrong Chronicles.

5. To establish worldwide geographic membership representation.

Membership

All Armstrongs, Croziers, Fairbairns, Groziers and Nixons (regardless of the spelling) and their

descendants, are eligible for full membership in The Armstrong Clan Society.  In the United States

and Canada, dues are $25 per year or $45 for 2 years. All memberships are family memberships

which includes two adults and all minor children. In all other countries, dues are $35 per year. All

dues are payable in US funds.

For a membership application email Peter Armstrong at peter.armstrong1.3@gmail.com or

download from http://www.armstrong.org/membership.htm. Note: “spouse” on the

application includes: spouse; domestic partner; or any other adult living at the same address.
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Graham Harris Graham, continued from page 13

through the creative skills of our viewers.  Everyone that 
enters is playing their part in raising awareness for this 
truly worthy cause, helping children and young people 
in Scotland affected by poverty."

Graham Harris Graham 
photographs on exhibit
in Tallahassee, Florida
Perth, Scotland – Arresting photographs taken 
by award winning photographer Graham Har-
ris Graham are the subject of a series of exhibi-
tions taking place across the continental USA 
beginning in Tallahassee, Florida in April 2013. 
     His photographs cover the naturally distinc-
tive landscape of the Scottish highlands as well 
as the unique cultural & built heritage that de-
fine the look & feel of this small country on the

geographic fringe of Western  Europe.
     His first exhibition is organised by the LeMoyne 
Center for the Visual Arts which this year presents 
the 13th Annual Chain of Parks Art Festival on Sat-
urday and Sunday, April 20 – 21, 2013 from 10 am 
to 5 pm in Tallahassee’s downtown Chain of Parks. 
     Born and raised in Glasgow, Scotland, Gra-
ham studied both arts & sciences at school.  After 
several years in the corporate world however, he 
turned to his true passion:  photography.  After 
multiple print publications & the recognition by 
brands such as Epson, National Geographic and 
Kew Gardens, he knew he had to continue. 
     Graham and his American wife Lora split 
their year between Perthshire, Scotland and 
East Tennessee.
   To see wonderful photography of Scotland 
and for more information about Graham’s work 
go to: http://www.ghgraham.com/ 

January: David Stirling Memorial Pic: Graham Harris Graham

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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http://www.clan-donald-usa.org

Clan DonClan DonClan DonClan DonClan Donald USAald USAald USAald USAald USA

Thirteen
CDUSA Regions

cover
the United

States

T here is no joy without Clan Donald!

With membership,

 you will receive your

regional newsletter

several times each year, plus

the CDUSA national publication,

By Sea By Land, twice each year.

High Commissioner

Forrest Lee Piver

340 Main Street

Narrows, VA 24124

(540) 726-7614

fpiver@yahoo.com

Membership Secretary

Marion Schmitz

1685 Casitas Avenue

Pasadena, CA 91103

(626)398-6343

zb4ms@juno.com

To see the many names on the Clan Donald sept/allied family list, please visit:
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Spring in our own 
North Carolina



Page 26   Beth’s Newfangled Family Tree Section B  May 2013    

drink, good fun and, sometimes, good speeches called 
“The Immortal Memory.”  
     The 1892 Burns Chronicle begins, naturally enough, 
with a “Brief Summary of the Life of Burns,” written 
evidently by the editor, one John Muir, and is followed 
by a “Summary of the Posthumous History of Burns”. 
     To me, the life of Burns was more exciting that the 
thousands of books written about him, and it is no less 
true of these first two articles. 
     I feel that many great writers, like Hemingway for 
instance, led lives more interesting and complex than 
their books ever came close to capturing in print. 
     The same is true for Burns. 
    When you consider the one book he wrote, Poems 
Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect, even though it can today 
bring $60,000 for the Kilmarnock edition, it does not 
capture the total life experiences of the man who left us 
all too soon. 
     It is a wonderful book of poetry, particularly if you 
speak Scottish. And, even though it tells a lot about 
Burns, it certainly does not tell us all there is to know 
about this marvelous human being. 
     His poetry has all the marks of exceptional greatness 
that has stood the test of critical scrutiny since his birth 
in 1759. His poetry is beautiful, smooth, comforting, 
humorous, sarcastic, manly, tender, caring, loving, and 
frankly at times, hard to understand unless you have a 
Scottish dictionary. Yet, his writings in poetry and song 
exhibit a genius beyond his years. 
     In this writer’s opinion, it is in his letters where one 
sees the total Burns. Here he takes us through the prose 
of his life, a life rocked continually with near poverty, 

     The vast majority of our 70,000+ subscribers are not 
members of a local Burns Club and may be unaware 
of an important publication aptly named The Burns 
Chronicle. Allow me to introduce you to it. 
     I have enjoyed collecting these journals via eBay, 
from old Scottish bookshops, and have even received 
several volumes from Burnsian friends such as Thomas 
Keith of New York City and, most recently, Dr. Ross 
Roy of the University of South Carolina. 
     It is fascinating to read and study these journals that 
now total 46 volumes in my wee Burns library.  
     Just today I ordered nine additional ones from an ad 
in the Burns Chronicle by the Derby Scottish Associa-
tion and Burns Club, England. 
     We all remember Derby as the “roundabout” who 
sent the Jacobite Army hurrying back to Scotland with 
a sulking Bonnie Prince Charlie being just a little over 
a hundred miles from his perceived life-long destiny 
- London - to recapture the throne of England for his 
father. 
     The Robert Burns World Federation Limited recently 
made available the first nine volumes (1892 - 1900) of 
the chronicle. No publication, in my opinion, defines a 
club’s history as well as this annual journal, published 
since 1892. I have seen it referenced many times in 
books, articles, pamphlets, speeches and dissertations. 
Yes, blue collars and scholars alike, once they discover 
the journal, find it hard to let go.  
     In a break from reviewing a current published book, 
it is my pleasure to review the first chronicle dated 25 
January 1892. For those of you unaware of that date, 
it is the day and month of Robert Burns’ birthday that 
is celebrated around the world with good food, good 

A Highlander and His Books
      Burns Chronicle & Club Directory
           No. 1  25th January 1892
      Reviewed by Frank R. Shaw, FSA Scot
                    Atlanta, GA  USA

                                                        Continued on page 27

 jurascot@earthlink.net
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very hard work, and the long-term sickness that final-
ly caught up with him in Dumfries where he died as a 
37-year-old man. 
   In his letters we find all of Burns, warts and all. Again, 
his life, like that of Hemingway, can be said to be one 
of constant emotions in conflict. His life was extremely 
hard but full of love, if not money.  
     Those who knew him best loved him most. Those 
who knew him least were very critical of him. That 
should tell you something. He loved his fellow man un-
til they crossed a line. Then, with pen in hand, he could 
cut them to ribbons with wicked sarcasm. 
     Burns’ love of books was second to none, yet he only 
wrote one volume. Robert Burns was a man’s man. Yet, 
like most of us, he would turn most quickly from a posi-
tion he advocated if he thought it would cost him his job 
and crush his family financially. Like any dirt farmer, he 
lived by the sweat of his brow.
      Allow me to digress at this point. I like to use the 
phrase “dirt farmer” because my father, as a young mar-
ried man, experienced some of the same hardships in 
his early years, as did Burns. I’ve heard that Dad lost 
what was called a “sixteen horse farm” back then when 
the Great Depression came along. Sounds very familiar 
to Burns and his own farming attempts in his part of 
Scotland. 
     My dad never went back to farming and neither did 
Burns. My dad pulled up stakes and moved form North 
Carolina to South Carolina for a new beginning. Burns 
did the same. Yet, Charlie Shaw carried with him over 
the years a stooped back from his early farming days 
even though he lived nearly twice as long as Burns. 
     It is difficult not to make comparisons when you re-
flect on the two men as to farming.
     I had a “brief encounter of a close kind” with farm-
ing. During one summer, I worked on a farm in Horry 
County, SC that belonged to my beloved sister, Peggy, 
and her husband, Fred, a most honorable and loving 
man. 
     I very vividly recall putting in tobacco. I learned 
what to do around the barn to help out, and I learned 
to drive the “drag” behind the mule to bring tobacco 
from the field to the barn. I would “hand’ tobacco, but 
I was never allowed to “string” tobacco, that took a spe-
cial talent. The work was hard. Plowing cornfields with 
a mule and plow where the view is always the same is 
not all that exciting! 

     Farm life really makes you appreciate sundown 
but dread sunrise. The hours were long, but the home 
cooked meals were wonderful and the sweet bread we 
enjoyed in the afternoons instead of store bought cook-
ies was a treat. 
     But I learned that there were too many things farm-
ers could not control - crop failure, low prices, and all to 
often, too little rain, and every now and then, too much 
rain. 
     No wonder farmers go to church and pray at meal-
time and before going to bed at night. 
     I did not learn all there is to know about farming or 
plowing, or crops or cows, or killing hogs for fresh pork, 
but I’ll never forget the smile of joy on my mother’s face 
after I was paid $63 for my work at the end of that sum-
mer and when I handed it all to her to help with the bills 
at home. 
     It was the most money I had ever seen in my short 
lifetime. Like in the Burns home, money was scarce in 
those days. But I did learn as a lad of 13 and 14 enough 
to know that I would find another way to make a living!     
     Later, when my parents passed away three months 
apart in Mullins, SC, Fred and Peggy took me in to live 
in their home in North Charleston and, greater still, 
took me into their bosom. Yes, Fred had given up on 
farming, too!
     Now, back to The Burns Chronicle. The first journal 
continues with an article on his influence on American 
literature, a brief memoir of “Bonnie Jean”, the topogra-
phy of Kilmarnock, interesting chapters on the portraits 
of Burns, his music, and a brief note on the Burns Fed-
eration, which proclaims the journal as “the only publi-
cation wholly devoted to the interest of Burns students”, 
which no one can dispute.
     As a side bar, I get a kick out of some of the 1893 ad-
vertisements that helped offset the journal costs. Oddly, 
there were none in the first edition, but in the second 
one there is an advertisement for H. Lauder & Co., 
“The Emporium” which proudly states, “Marriage and 
Mourning Orders Punctually Attended To”. Then there 
is “The Best Edition of ‘Burns Works’ Offered Cheap” 
- not inexpensive or a good bargain or a good buy but 
“cheap”. 
     Scots will be Scots! Even then the reputation of Burns 
was worldwide as “Poesie Di Robert Burns” is adver-
tised with this explanation: “First attempted Translation 

Burns Chronicle and Club Directory, continued from page 26  -----------------------------------------------------
--

                                                          Continued on page 28
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of Burns into Italian” by Signor Ulisse Ortensi. 
     Note the word “attempted” - hey, either it’s in Italian 
or not. 
     There is Dr. Thompson, a dispensing chemist which 
is similar to our pharmacist, whose ad states, “Nerveto-
nine is a positive cure for all Nervous Affections, Ner-
vous Exhaustion, Nervous Debilitry, Loss of Nerve and 
Brain Power, Hysteria, Loss of Memory, Sleeplessness, 
Paralysis,” and the beat goes on, but ends by claiming all 
of the above and the other dozen maladies that I did not 
mention are “…permanently cured with Nervetonine.”
        Send me a truckload! Yet my favorite one is from 
Shaw, Walker & Co. that unapologetically states that 
they were “Established to supply the public with Goods, 
at the smallest possible profit.” (Italics mine.) Yeah, right! 
And to think a Shaw said that!
     I am very grateful to Peter Westwood, Editor of the 
Burns Chronicle, and the Burns Federation for making 
these nine volumes available. 
     Mr. Westwood is editor of The Deltiology of Robert 
Burns, a most unusual book about the life and work of 
Robert Burns as told through the media of illustrated 
postcards. He also edited Jean Armour, My Life and 
Times with Robert Burns. He is soon to publish the De-
finitive Illustrated Companion to Robert Burns, six vol-
umes and over 4,000 pages, which many Burnsians look 
forward to buying. 
     I have only been a member of the Federation since 
February 2002 and attended my first local Burns Club 
meeting just three years ago for their Christmas outing. 
     Yet, I have quickly come to really enjoy the benefits 
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of membership in both. I wish I had known about the 
Burns Club and the Burns Federation much earlier, but 
one plays the hand life has deals you.      
     The journal, which now comes out three times a year, 
is a welcomed arrival at my home.
     If you are fortunate enough to have a local Burns 
Club, let me encourage you to join. Your life will take on 
an added dimension as you learn about Burns and enjoy 
the fellowship of some wonderful people. 
     The warmth of friendship is ever present and never 
surpassed. 
     No one enjoys his Burns Club membership more than 
I do. Susan and I look forward to our monthly meetings. 
     The programs are not just on Burns but are varied 
since my Burns Club bills itself as a literary club, not a 
Scottish or exclusive Burns Club.  Nevertheless, it is the 
membership that makes a club worthwhile. Our local 
club members are exceptionally friendly and, trust me, 
they know their Burns.
     Internationally, check out the Federation. Shirley Bell 
is a very talented Chief Executive, and Margaret Craig, 
Office Administrator, ably assists her. Ten minutes af-
ter you meet these two, you feel like you have known 
them forever. You do not have to be a member of a lo-
cal Burns Club to join the Robert Burns World Federa-
tion. If you have any interest in joining, contact them at 
Robert Burns World Federation Limited, Dean Castle 
Country Park, Dower House, Kilmarnock KA3 1XB, 
Scotland. You may phone or fax the office at 011-44-
1563- 572469. Email:  robertburnsfederation@kilmar-
nock26.freeserve.co.uk.  (11-12-03)

                                      
                            

The Burns Cottage in Scotland
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With thanks to Barbra Bartz

quests donations in memoriam to the Rural Hill historic 
site, 4431 Neck Road, Huntersville, NC 28078. Online 
condolences may be left at www.mcewenmintchapel.
com 
___________________________________________

Flowers of the Forest, continued from page 17  _________________________________________________

We just got a call from Jack Patrick's good friend in-
forming us of his passing.  Jack had beat his long battle 
with cancer and was well enough to perform at our 
Games this year.  When he got back to Scotland, they 
thought he had a stroke, but was diagnosed with a brain 
tumor.  For those who didn't get a chance to meet and 
talk with him, he was a delightful, charming man who 
loved to sing.  Whenever he was in the States, he would 
come by the office and at one point or another and no 
with prompting would break into song.  I am so glad we 
got to have him perform at our Games this year, being 
from Glasgow, Scotland we always held a special place 
in his heart.
Maureen

     From Rick Davis: It is with extremely heavy heart that I 
am sending this to you all. As some of you may know, my 
niece, Jan Poole, was diagnosed late last year with stage 3 
lung cancer. While at work this past Monday, a coworker 
had to take her to the University of Miami emergency room. 
She was admitted for observation and sometime during the 
night, she got up to use the bathroom and passed out.           
     CPR was performed and they brought her back. It is un-
known how long her brain was without oxygen. Right now, 
she is on total life support with no brain activity showing. 
It also turns out that her cancer had spread to her lymph 
nodes and she has 4 tumors on her brain. We are waiting 
for her brother to arrive from Colorado so he can see her. 
After many hours of discussion and tears, the family has de-
cided to move her into a Hospice room today and after ev-
eryone has said their goodbyes, they will start removing her 
life support systems. I have asked Dave Chagnon to forward 
this to her Clan Davidson family. 

   Helen’s email address is:  gggb55@yahoo.com
Rick’s email address is: redavis1948@bellsouth.net
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Aye, tis Spring in Scotland


