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" The least shall become a thousand, and a little one a most strong nation : I the

Lord will suddenly do this thing in its time."

—

Isaias lx. 22.

IN
November, 1839, several young ladies were preparing

to be professed in the recently founded convent of Our

Lady of Mercy, Limerick, and the reverend father who was

invited to preach the sermon usual on such occasions, de-

sirous of having an account of the Institute from the

foundress which he could embody in his discourse, commis-

sioned the mother-superior to apply for it. To this re-

quest we owe the following remarkable sketch of the Order

from the graphic pen of its holy originator :

" I should find it very difficult to write what Rev. Mr.

wishes; the circumstances which would make it interesting

could never be introduced in a public discourse. It began

with two, Sister Doyle and myself. The plan from the be-



14 Leaves from the Annals of the Sisters of Mercy.

ginning was such as is now in practice. In 1827 the house

was opened. In a year and a half we were joined by such

numbers that it became a matter of general wonder. Most

Rev. Dr. Murray gave us his most cordial approbation and

frequently visited us. All was done under his direction from

the time we entered the house, which had been erected for

the purpose of charity. Very Rev. Drs. Blake and Arm-

strong were the persons chiefly concerned. They received

all the ideas I had formed, and consulted together for at

least two years before the house was built. I am sure Dr.

Blake had it constantly before him in all his communica-

tions with Heaven, for I can never forget his fervent prayers

while it was in progress.

" Seeing our number increase so rapidly, and all going

on in the greatest order, anxiety was expressed to try to

give the house stability. We who began prepared to do

whatever was recommended by authority, and in Septem-

ber, 1830, we went with dear Sister Harley to George's

Hill to serve a novitiate for the purpose of formally estab-

lishing it.

"In December, 1831, we returned, and the progress has

continued, as you know. We are now (1839) above one hun-

dred, and the desire to join us seems rather on the increase.

Though it was thought foundations would retard it, the

case appears to be quite otherwise. There has been a most

marked providential guidance, which the want of prudence,

vigilance, and judgment has not impeded; and it is here

that we can clearly see the designs of God. I could mark
circumstances calculated to defeat us at once, but nothing,

however injurious in itself, has done us any damage. The
loss of property has been supplied ; the deaths of the most

valuable Sisters have passed away as of no consequence ; the

alarm spread abroad by such frequent deaths did not pre-

vent others crowding in; in short, it was to go on and sur-

mount all obstacles, many of which were great indeed and

proceeding from causes within as well as without. One



Catherine s Early Days. 15

thing is remarkable: that no breach of charity ever occurred

among us. The sun never, I believe, went down upon our

anger. This is our only boast; otherwise we have been

deficient enough, and far, very far, from co-operating gene-

rously with God. But we will try to do better, all of us :

the black-heads [the professed] will strive to repair the past."

Such is the account which the holy foundress herself

gave of the humble beginnings of her Institute. And all

we propose to do here is to add some further record of her

work and its later developments, as a fitting accompaniment

to the commemoration made throughout the world of the

Jubilee Year.^f the Order of Mercy, which dates its

origin as a religious institution from the day of Reverend
Mother McAuley's profession, December 12, 183 1.

As this work concerns religious chiefly, and among them

a particular religious family, it was our original intention,

fearing it might be destitute of general interest, to have

it printed for the Institute of Mercy only. But in these

days it is scarcely possible to confine any book to private

circulation ; and were it otherwise, it would not, perhaps,

be charitable to limit to a comparative few the touching

examples and beautiful illustrations of every virtue which

it will be our privilege to record in these pages.

The great personages of Christianity remain for ever a

power and an illustration in the Church of God. Their lives

are among her choicest treasures, and the more they are

known the more He is glorified. The rising generation of

religious need to become better acquainted with the valiant

women who bore the burden of the day and the heat, and
who, to use the words of an eminent prelate, were a " bul-

wark and a blessing " to the Catholic Church ; while, in

their humility and obscurity, they, " by faith, conquered

kingdoms and wrought signs." " None of the women," says

Dr. Brownson,* "who call for a wider sphere of activity can

compare with Catherine McAuley in natural gifts, surpass

* Quarterly Review, June, 1873.
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her in all feminine qualities and accomplishments, or vie

with her in her innate activity and energy of character, ele-

vated, intensified, and sustained by supernatural grace
;
yet

she found, without ever going out Of the field to which the

Church and society restrict her, an ample field for her mind
and heart, and full scope for her highest and holiest aspira-

tions and her unwearied and ceaseless activity. Surpassing

most men in the strength and energy of her intellect, in the

elevation and breadth of her views, in the depth and soli-

dity of her judgment, and her rare administrative ability,

she is always the dignified, courteous, accomplished lady,

as well as the meek, humble, and self-forgetting. Christian.

. . . She had a most loving heart, a most affectionate na-

ture, and an exhaustless energy and activity, and no natural

mother from nature alone could lavish so much love and

tenderness on her children as she lavished on the poor."

Elsewhere we have given in detail the life of Mother
McAuley.* Here we will but touch on its more salient

points. She was born on the feast of St. Michael, Septem-

ber 29, 1787, at Stormanstown House, County Dublin, of

parents in easy circumstances and belonging to the class

known in England and Ireland as gentry. Her father,

James McAuley, was a man of sincere piety, who not only

exemplified in his daily life the faith in which he gloried,

but also busied himself about the works of mercy so fre-

quently performed in our day by the St. Vincent de Paul

Societies, especially the instruction of the ignorant. His

great practical benevolence, genuine uprightness of charac-

ter, and sterling worth won him the respect of many who
despised his persecuted creed. Every one of these fine

qualities descended in its full integrity to his illustrious

daughter.

Her mother, Eleanor McAuley, was beautiful, amiable,

and highly cultured, but wholly a woman of the world, and,

* Life 0/ Catherine McAuley, 1866.
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as such, entirely out of sympathy with the apostolic labors

of her husband. The only recollections Catherine retained

of her early childhood were connected with her father in-

structing a motley crowd on Sundays and holidays in the

hall or, if the weather permitted, on the lawn ; and her

mother, always graceful and beautiful, delicate and mor-

bidly refined, beseeching him, in accents of tender re-

proach, to desist from an occupation so "unbecoming to

his character and position." The zeal of the father, the

grace and loveliness of the mother, and the powerful in-

tellects of both were faithfully reproduced in their elder

daughter.

Catherine distinctly remembered that her father always

took sides with the lowly and the ignorant ; while her

mother, though willing to be a sort of Lady Bountiful to

the poor so far as relieving their corporal necessities, de-

clared it preposterous for respectable people to sit down
among them or strive to unravel the truths of faith to their

dull intellects.

While Catherine was a mere child she lost her zealous

father, and with him all prospect of being piously brought

up. Her brother and sister, who were mere infants at their

father's death, when grown up naturally went to church

with their protectors. The foundation of their future Pro-

testantism was laid by the Protestant friends of their

mother through her criminal carelessness ; and though she

was in the end truly contrite and torn with remorse, the

poor woman was carried off before any arrangements could

be effected to secure the faith of the orphans, who were

soon taken by Protestant relatives.

Catherine, who, like St. Augustine, clung to the very

name Catholic, through respect for her father's memory
could never be induced to enter a Protestant church, but

had had no instruction save what she gathered as an infant

at his knee when she followed him about to listen to his

burning words. While very young she received the Sacra-



1 8 Leaves from the Annals of tJie Sisters of Mercy.

ment of Confirmation in St. Paul's Chapel, Arran Quay
;

Archbishop Troy, probably in view of the dangers to which

she was exposed, overlooking her youth and dearth of

knowledge, though, as she possessed a most retentive

memory, she may have retained the essentials from her

father's fervid instructions. To the graces received in that

sacrament the foundress was accustomed to attribute the

almost miraculous preservation of her faith amid the dan-

gers and temptations of her early days.

To the end of her life Mother McAuley was most soli-

citous to have- children well prepared and well instructed

for Confirmation. For ten years after the opening of her

Institute, 1827-1837, she herself prepared every class ad-

mitted to this great sacrament, and the first time she was

obliged to delegate to another this precious duty we find

her suspending all other business to write the minute in-

structions for Confirmation which we give further on. She

even, no doubt in gratitude, inserted in the Rule a clause

which imposes upon her daughters a special obligation to

prepare children well for Confirmation. Her intense ap-

preciation of the gift of faith naturally gave her a particu-

lar devotion to the great sacrament whose office it is to

rouse and fortify faith in the Christian ruart.

The state of things in Ireland, and especially in Dublin,

during Catherine's childhood was very unfavorable to Ca-

tholic training. The seat of the viceroy and a brilliant

viceregal court was also the place in which all schemes

of pioselytism centred. Poor Catholics passed by the

stately edifices of the dominant persuasion to seek out

the sacred barn behind the sign of "Adam and Eve,"

into which cowed* and lowly groups wended their way

stealthily, as the Christians of old to the catacombs ; or to

dingy St. Michan's, in Mary's Lane, a secret stronghold of

the Jesuits, where, after suppression, they awaited in peace

* " A Catholic was known on the street by his timid gait," says the Catholic

leader, John Keogh.
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and resignation their certain resurrection ; or to St. James',

when she first met her good friend, Dean Lube ; or to SS.

Michael and John's, in Rosemary Lane, where Catherine

was instructed and consoled by the venerable Dr. Betagh;*

or to St. Mary's, where she afterwards organized an in-

dustrial department in connection with the parochial school,

to teach poor girls to make their own clothing. Some of

these old places became very dear to her by association.

But as a child Catherine had no Catholic associates what-

ever. Her guardians she always described as most kind

and amiable, but on one point inflexible : they would not

permit her faith to be mentioned save in terms of withering

scorn ; they allowed no books to come within her reach

but Protestant, or even infidel, works; and they wrought

upon her mind and heart in season and out of season to

induce her to go to their churches and to say :
" I am not

a Catholic." When, about 1804, she was adopted by a

wealthy couple, owners of Coolock House, in a beautiful

village near Dublin, they insisted that she should never pro-

fess the religion of her parents, though they allowed her

to relieve and console the poor of the neighborhood.

This she always did to the utmost of her power, and her

poor friends, learning that their young benefactress was of

the proscribed faith, sought to repay her by fervent prayers.

And their petitions aided her; for she "shut up alms in

the heart of the poor, and it obtained help for her against

all evil, better than the shield of the mighty and better

than the spear."

It is greatly to be regretted that those to whom Mother
McAuley related the incidents of her early life have been

so inexact regarding the dates of its chief events. From
collateral evidence, however, it may be gathered that as

* Dr. Betagh was then doing among poor boys what his saintly penitent afterwards

did for poor girls. His night-school in a wretched cellar, whither youths who toiled all

day repaired for instruction in the evening, was a source of wonder and edification to

her.
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soon as she grew up she claimed liberty to practise her re-

ligion and sought to be thoroughly instructed in its princi-

ples. For she lived several years under the direction of

Dr. Betagh,* who died in 1811, and she was instructed and

prepared for her First Communion by Dr. Murray at Liffey

Street Chapel, long before his elevation to the episcopacy

in 1809 ; from which facts it is clear that she resumed the

open practice of her religion, interrupted by her father's

death, as soon as it was possible for her to do so.

From childhood upwards Catherine was gifted with a

seriousness beyond her years, though of a most bright and

joyous disposition. She had no inclination for the follies

and frivolities of youth, and labored to turn every hour of

her life to useful occupation. She was very fond of read-

ing, and often devoted a great part of the night to the im-

provement of her mind. Whatever good lay nearest at

hand to be done she endeavored to do ; nature had en-

dowed her with a most affectionate, obliging disposition,

and to do good to others was almost a necessity with her.

She had a special talent, or rather a grace, for consoling

the sorrow-laden and encouraging them to bear up cheer-

fully under the passing miseries of life, remembering that

we have not here a lasting city. By her perfect fidelity to

present duty she won grace to do perfectly the greater du-

ties which were soon to devolve upon her.

While Catherine herself continued steadfast she had the

anguish to know that her sister and brother were both liv-

ing as strict Protestants. The former, while a mere girl,

married Dr. William Macaulay, of the Royal Military Hos-

* Said Mother M. Vincent Hartnett, who no doubt had it from herself :
" When

she [Catherine] was in darkness and perplexity of soul it pleased God to direct her to

Very Rev. Dr. Betagh, whose learning and piety then reflected lustre on the strug-

gling Church of Ireland. That great and holy man tenderly comforted and instructed

the youthful confessor, ... cleared away her doubts, and fortified her tottering

resolutions. She read with earnest and profound attention the holy books he lent

her." Dr. Betagh 's favorite pupil and most ardent admirer, Bishop Blake, became

Mother McAuley's spiritual director and best friend.
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pital ; the latter became physician and staff-officer in the

army, and was a good deal absent from his native countiy

until after the battle of Waterloo, which closed his cam-

paigns. Both these gentlemen were intensely prejudiced

against everything Catholic.

It was the happy destiny of Catherine to become instru-

mental in bringing her sister, Mary MacauLiy, her sister's

husband, William Macaulay, and their five children to the

true faith, as she had previously brought her adopted pa-

rents, Mr. and Mrs. Callahan. All this was done chiefly

by her prayers and her example, though no means of win-

ning these dear souls to the truih was left untried by this

apostolic woman.

William Callahan died November n, 1822, leaving his

adopted daughter his sole heiress. She now felt that God
required her to devote herself in some special manner to

the lowly and the ignorant, since He had so unexpectedly

given her the means of doing something lasting for their be-

nefit. Now her early visions might be realized. Schools
;

an institution for distressed women of good character,

where they should be shielded from the dangers to which

indigence exposes so many of their sex (she had seen

melancholy examples of this) ; some plan of relieving and

consoling the sick poor—all these benevolent projects

entered her comprehensive plan. But, with characteristic

prudence and docility, she confided all her ideas to Dr.

Blake and Dr. Armstrong, two most holy priests, in whose

wisdom and charity she placed unlimited confidence, and

she took no step but in obedience. There was no un-

seemly haste in her actions
;
prayer and counsel guided

every movement. It would have been easy to rent a house,

adapt it to her purpose, and begin at once. But no ; it

was decided to build, that the edifice should be holy in its

origin as well as in its use, and dedicated to God from the

beginning.

A plot of ground on Baggot Street, corner of Herbert
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Street, a fashionable locality, was purchased at an enormous

price. This site was chosen, first, in order that the pro-

posed institution should be among the first to emerge from

the back alleys and byways to which centuries of persecu-

tion had consigned everything Catholic ; and, secondly, be-

cause it was the nearest vacant property that could be pro-

cured in the direction of the famous Kildare Street schools,

which were supported by enormous government grants for

the avowed purpose of proselytism. Early in July, 1824,

Very Rev. Dr. Blake laid the first stone of the building,

and on the Feast of Our Lady of Mercy, September 24,

1827, the new house, a mere shell, was solemnly blessed and

opened for destitute women of good character, orphans,

and scholars. Not one of those concerned ever thought of

founding a convent. With all her piety Catherine never

dreamt of becoming a nun ; she was, perhaps from early

associations, rather prejudiced against nunneries, and rarely

visited the few then in Dublin. Her plan, always subject to

the approval of her spiritual superiors, was to gather to-

gether a few zealous ladies who, between the period of leav-

ing school and settling in life, might, without inconvenience

to their families, devote a few hours daily to the poor. Yet,

unknown to herself, and almost in spite of herself, she on

that day originated a religious congregation which, within

less than twenty years from its foundation, "had sailed

around the summer of the world."

It was Mother McAuley's experience that whenever she

seemed to lean particularly on any individual death or re-

moval came between her and her friend, as if God meant

to show her that He Himself would work in and by her.

Dr. Blake * was summoned to Rome in 1824 to restore the

Irish College, which had been suppressed during the French

occupation of the Eternal City. Just as he left Ireland

the will of Mr. Callahan was contested on plea of insanity

* Michael Blake had been partially educated at Rome, whither he went for the first

time in 1792, being then about seventeen years old.
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in the testator ; and as this was before the Emancipation, it

might have been contested on stronger grounds had it been

publicly known that he died a Catholic. Now, as the cook

and valet were in the secret as witnesses, the heiress natu-

rally felt some apprehension. In this emergency she was

singularly indebted to Father Joseph Nugent, of SS. Mi-

chael and John's, for whom she entertained a warm friend-

ship. But it pleased God soon to deprive her of the counsel

and efficient aid of this holy and gifted priest. He had no

sooner assisted her through this difficulty than he caught ty-

phus fever, and died, after fifteen days' illness, during which

she scarcely ever left him, on the 30th of May, 1825, aged

twenty- nine years. He was buried in the ancient cemetery

of St. Columba, at Kells, and the horizontal tomb thai-

covers all that was mortal of this zealous priest truly sets

forth that "he crowded the labors and merits of many

years into a short space of existence."

This loss was soon followed by a greater. Dr. Edward

Armstrong departed to our Lord on Ascension Day, 1828.

He had been her kind helper in many difficulties and con-

tradictions, and, as the archbishop loved and esteemed him

as a most holy and zealous priest, it was in his power to

render her many services, and his time and influence were

always at her command. Besides, her mind was often full

of apprehension at the magnitude of the task in which she

had almost insensibly engaged ; but this was trivial while

her good friend was at hand to support and encourage her.

It was he who had arranged with the architects, inspected the

building during its progress, and, in short, relieved her of the

most troublesome part of the business. It was he who con-

tributed the first alms she received for the charities in con-

templation, and furnished the first dormitory opened in the

House of Mercy. A little before his death he handed her

fifty pounds to be given to the poor for his soul's weal.

And when, in agonies of grief at her approaching bereave-

ment, she besought him to name some one to whom she
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might recur when he should be no more, he said impres-

sively :

u
Place no trust in any man ; let all your confidence

be in God alone."

It was to Dr. Armstrong that Mother McAuley expressed

her surprise, and even amusement, on finding that her archi-

tect, in making the building suit the ground, had given it a

conventual character, and, when finishing the oratory, had

placed a convent-grate between it and a small room adjoin-

ing, in the position of a choir! And she was struck with

the gentle, impressive manner in which Dr. Armstrong said,

in reply to her remarks :
" We did not anticipate this, but

God has His own designs in it."

When his life might be counted by moments Dr. Arm-
strong sent for the archbishop, whose confessor he had been

for many years, and recommended to his grace, with pe-

culiar earnestness, his holy penitent. "My lord," he said,

" I have known this lady for many years ; I have seen noble

instances of her charity and zeal, and I have long felt a

conviction, which I have been unable to shake off, that

Catherine McAuley is destined to accomplish some great

work in the Church for the glory of God and the good of

the poor."



CHAPTER II.

Catherine's early days, continued.

Catherine continues to perform the Works of Mercy—Her ordinary Compan-
ions—Accessions—Miss Fanny Warde—Our Blessed Lady of Mercy

—

Baptism of Mary Teresa Macaulay—The Archbishop allows the Ladies of

Mercy to visit the Sick as Sisters—Mother Catherine gains Admission to

the Public Institutions—Christmas Dinner for poor Children—Accessions

—Appointment of a Chaplain—Opposition to the new Institute—Embar-
rassment of the Archbishop—Dr. Blake aids the Foundress—A definite

Arrangement.

AS Catherine's beloved sister, Mary, died while the Bag-

got Street house was building, duty and charity made
it impossible for her to leave her brother-in law's home for

the present. But she spent her days at the " house," and

varied the work of teaching by visiting the sick and poor

in their own habitations, which she had for many years been

accustomed to do, in the cabins around Coolock as well as

in the lanes and alleys of Dublin. Except when obliged by

her position to appear in society, she had always dressed

with extreme plainness, and her one great means of relieving

the poor before wealth had come to her in her own right was

:o economize as much as possible in her personal expendi-

ture, and bestow on them the money which she might have

devoted to the expenses of her toilet. Her plainness of

dress and quietness of demeanor enabled her to glide about

among her beloved poor without attracting observation. In

these missions of mercy she was generally accompanied by

one of her nieces, her godchild, Teresa Byrne, or her friend

Miss Fanny Tighe. Her plans for Baggot Street house

were proving a complete success ; many of the first ladies

assisted her in the schools, and some grew to love the oc-

cupation so much that they desired to live altogether at the

new institution.

Until June, 1828, Miss Doyle and Miss Byrne were the
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only ladies who resided at Baggot Street. In the previous

year Miss Frances Teresa Warde, a young lady visiting her

relatives in Dublin, was introduced to Mother Catherine

by her niece, Mary Teresa Macaulay, who had met her in

society ; for Miss Warde's time in the capital was spent in

a round of visits and amusements. It was mutually a case

of love at first sight. Mother McAuley, always kind and

maternal with the young, took the orphan girl to her heart

at once, and to Miss Warde her elderly friend became as

the mother she had never known. Amid all her gayety and

fashionable dissipation Miss Warde, having been piously

brought up, had never given up the salutary habit of ap-

proaching the sacraments regularly. On one occasion her

confessor, Rev. Father Lestrange, a Carmelite friar, in-

quired how she spent her time, and, finding that she was

quite her own mistress, told her she was responsible to God
for every moment of her life, and that she ought to devote

herself to some special good work, such as teaching a few

hours daily at the school lately opened in Baggot Street.

The young penitent at once acquiesced, and from that day

was never missed from her class. Her great friend, Miss

Elizabeth Harley, daughter of Captain Harley, soon fol-

lowed her example. From June, 1828, Miss Warde began

to reside at the hou^e occasionally, and from October,

1828, she became a permanent resident.

On the first anniversary of its opening, Feast of Our

Lady of Mercy, 1828, Archbishop Murray, at the sugges-

tion of the foundress, granted permission to have the new

institution styled " Of Our Blessed Lady of Mercy," to the

great joy* of all the members, resident and non-resident.

On the 22d of November Mother Catherine had the in-

expressible happiness of seeing her beloved niece, Mary

Teresa, received into the Catholic Church by the arch-

bishop. The ceremony took place in the sacristy of the

unfinished chapel of the parent house, and the beautiful

young neophyte was the occasion of developing a new fea-
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ture of the Institute ; for when Dr. Murray came to baptize

her conditionally he gave the "Sisters," as they had begun
playfully to call themselves, leave to visit the sick—a duty

which they performed for the first time on the feast of St.

Andrew, patron saint of the parish, November 30, 1828.

At this time no religious body in Dublin was allowed to

visit the public hospitals, and Mother Catherine, knowing

that the greater number of their inmates were Catholics,

resolved to gain access to them for the purpose of com-

municating instruction and consolation. This she easily

did through the influence of the head physicians of these

institutions, who were her personal friends. And as she

desired that her schools should be first- class institutions,

she spent several hours a day for a long time in studying the

system of education pursued in the Kildare Street schools

with such lamentable success as had drawn hundreds of

Catholics within their walls previous to the opening of the

Mercy Institute.

On Christmas, 1827, Mother Catherine originated the

Christmas dinner for poor children in honor of the Infant

Jesus, and the equally charitable practice of sending sup-

plies to poor families on that beautiful day when He who
rules the world became poor and helpless for our sakes.

The Christmas dinner, 1828, far surpassed its modest pre-

decessor. Protestants of the highest rank waited on the

poor little ones, and Daniel O'Connell, member of Parlia-

ment for Clare, did the honors of the table by carving.

These practices are to a greater or less extent continued to

this day in most houses of the Institute.

There were now thirty poor young women in the House
of Mercy, who were trained to all manner of industries, and

several hundred pupils in the schools. Early in Janu-

ary, 1829, Rev. Mr. McCormac, parish priest of Dun-

drum, brought his niece, Miss Anna O'Grady, a most

zealous, pious young lady, to assist his friend Miss McAu-
ley. He had never ceased to take a deep interest in the
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foundiess and her works since she had brought him to re-

concile to the Church her only sister, Mary. In February,

1829, the husband of that beloved sister, who continued to

bewail her death, was rather suddenly summoned to follow

her. Attacked by a putrid sore throat, he desired his

sister-in-law to bring him a priest, but died before his

arrival, repeating the acts of faith, contrition, and charity

which she whispered into his ear on that awful occasion.

The foundress, her two nieces, and her godchild then per-

manently removed to Baggot Street ; her three nephews,

James, Robert, and William Macaulay, she sent to Carlow

College.

Before the close of 1829 Miss Marcella Flynn, Miss Mar-

garet Dunne, Mary Teresa Macaulay, and Miss Elizabeth

Harley had joined the rising Institute. The two former

were presented by Dr. Bl-ake. Miss Dunne, born in 1788,

had outgrown what is conventionally known as the age of

romance or enthusiasm, and, though she liked the Insti-

tute and the duties it embraced, she hesitated to join, fear-

ing it would not be permanent ; but Dr. Blake and Father

McCormac, whom she consulted, advised her to enter, as

they felt convinced that the pious a sociation would develop

into a religious order, adding that meanwhile she could

make no more holy or profitable use of her time and

energies than in the performance of so many good works.

The residents and non-residents of the Mercy Institute

naturally began to lay aside their silks and jewels and laces

as out of keeping with their grave occupations, and a uni-

form of coarse black cashmere, with a plain net cap and

veil, something like the costume now worn by postulants,

was adopted. The archbishop having desired Mother

Catherine to choose a name by which to designate her

young disciples, she immediately selected a beautiful appel-

lation in which a sweet womanly relation is blended with

the divine attribute most dear to fallen nature : henceforth

" the new nuns " were known as Sisters of Mercy.
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The house was now so crowded that it became very incon-

venient for its inmates to go out to Mass. They had been

accustomed to hear Mass at St. Teresa's Church, in Claren-

don Street, and always went to the same confessor, Very

Rev. Father O'Hanlon, who kindly gave them every facility

for fulfilling their spiritual duties and took care that they

should not be delayed. The archbishop nominated Rev.

Daniel Burke, O.S.F., chaplain, and on June 4, 1829, blessed

the chapel and dedicated it to Our Lady of Mercy. At the

same time Very Rev. Father O'Hanlon was appointed con-

fessor.
il The new nuns " were under obligations of every kind

to the Carmelite Fathers of Clarendon Street. As the

chapel was unprovided even with necessaries, they kindly

lent vestments and everything else required, until by de-

grees all were procured. And later, when death visited the

young Institute, they, with extraordinary kindness, placed

the vaults of St. Teresa's Church at Mother McAuley's dis-

posal ; and here her deceased children rested beneath the

altar until her own bright spirit passed away and its earthly

tenement needed a resting-place.

The archbishop recommended Mother McAuley to erect

a gallery, as his grace wished that the public should be ac-

commodated at the new Institute, there being then no

church in that neighborhood. He said that the alms of the

people would defray the expense of a chaplain, and if any

remained over it could be appropriated to the House of

Mercy. There were two Masses on Sundays and holidays,

and one on week-days ; and the people were so much
pleased with the neatness and beauty of the little chapel,

the regularity of the services, and the devout and touching

sweetness of the music that they took pleasure in sharing

the expenses, and when all were paid a good balance was

generally found in favor of the House of Mercy.

Meanwhile all things in the new establishment were

becoming too like monastic life to be permitted except
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under monastic rule. " The new nuns " were not religious,

and yet they did not live like seculars. Hard labor and

severe mortification marked their days, and stated periods

were allotted to prayer, examen, and spiritual reading.

They referred to Miss McAuley for advice and direction as

to a regularly appointed superior ; they had daily Mass,

weekly confession, and frequent Communion, and the

privilege which religious value beyond all price—they

resided under the same roof with the Blessed Sacrament.

They never went abroad, except to perform some work

of mercy. And yet they maintained that their Institute

was not a convent, and that they themselves were styled

nuns or Sisters only playfully or by courtesy ! Towards the

middle of July a storm of opposition burst forth, and the

cautious archbishop was assailed on all sides for allowing

such an anomaly us the new house presented. A priest of

considerable influence pointed out that it was highly pre-

sumptuous of Miss McAuley to assemble ladies around her

who addressed each other as Sister and wore a uniform

which by its plainness and coarseness assumed the charac-

ter of a religious habit. Besides, would not these unau-

thorized persons, injure the good religious gathered about

Mrs. Aikenhead in the northern part of the city—whose

cause he hotly espoused—either by withdrawing ladies whose

vocation attracted them to similar good works, or dividing

the public charity which they administered ? The zeal of

this worthy man was scarcely according to knowledge, else

he might have judged that there is, and always will be, in

this poor world of ours more wretchedness than Mercy and

Charity, in all their human embodiments, can relieve. The
archbishop was embarrassed, and even annoyed, at the turn

events had taken ; it was suggested to him to hand the

whole concern over to some regularly constituted Order,

and when Catherine asked his grace if this were his design

he said he did not mean to go so far, but added :
" How-

ever, I did not think founding a new order was part of your
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plan." After a pause he continued in freezing tones:

" Really, Miss McAuley, I had no idea that a new Order

would start up in this manner."

Two congregations had already been formed in Dr.

Murray's diocese, for which his grace had legislated very

carefully through his dear spiritual daughters, Mary Aiken-

head and Fanny Ball ; but the Institute of Mercy had arisen

of itself, as it were, and yet no step had been taken but by

his direction and with his express sanction. Its enemies,

counting on the obedience of Mother Catherine—for her

spirit of submission was known to be equal to her charity

—

sought to wring from the archbishop a decree of suppres-

sion, which she would have instantly obeyed ; but no definite

plan of action seemed to suggest itself to the anxious mind

of the embarrassed prelate. Meanwhile Catherine became

terribly agitated, fearful that her own will had been her

guiding- star, and that what she had done could scarcely

have been the will of God, since its results had not met with

the approval of her archbishop. She wrote to Dr. Mur-

ray, begging him to do exactly as he pleased with her and

the house ; she was quite willing it should be transferred to

any community he might select, and would deem it a favor

to be allowed the meanest apartment in it and permission

to labor in any capacity for the poor. Perhaps the arch-

bishop would willingly have taken this road out of the

dilemma, but he could not do it ; something held him back.

It was in the midst of all this opposition that the whole

economy of the divine will in her regard burst upon the

mind of the foundress. Not only was she inspired to add a

new gem to the brilliant diadem of the Church, but also to

combine what had previously been regarded as incom-

patible, and to accomplish what had been unsuccessfully

tried in Ireland and elsewhere : perpetual vows, a large

amount of choir duty, and a strict observance of silence for

many hours every day seeming all but impossible without

the aid of cloister ; while visitation of the sick, the neces-
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sary intercourse with externs, and the works of mercy in

operation within and without appeared out of keeping with

so much choir duty. " Dr. Blake," she wrote, " received

all the ideas which I had formed "; and she could not have

submitted them to a more skilful director.

In 1830 the opposition became so violent that it seemed

as if the Sisterhood must disband ; and yet it continued to

increase, and, of course, with the permission of the arch-

bishop. And encouragement came from a still higher

quarter. On the 23d of May, 1830, a Rescript of In-

dulgences from Pope Pius VIII. was granted to the Sisters

of Mercy ; the immediate instrument in procuring this ray

of consolation for the little community being Dr. Whelan,

a Carmelite friar. On the 10th of June Miss Georgina

Moore, a pious and highly gifted lady, in her twentieth

year, begged to be admitted ; and on the 18th of the same

month Miss Caroline Murphy, a mere girl, but of singular

piety, who had made a vow of perpetual chastity at the age

of twelve, came to devote many gifts, among them extra-

ordinary personal beauty, to her Spouse and His dear poor.

Miss Anna Carroll, of Dublin, followed, and the admis-

sions for 1830 closed with Miss Mary Anne Delany, of

Castle Durrow, a lady of extensive information and great

piety. The community now numbered twelve, and, though

assailed by opposition on all sides, its charitable labors in-

creased with its growth, and the foundress felt that "it was

to go on and surmount all obstacles, many of which were

great indeed and proceeding from causes within as well as

without."

Dr. Blake remarked to the foundress in July; 1830, that

the Institute, like its divine Master, was now a sign to be

contradicted ;
" but," added this real friend and true foun-

der, " it is high time to rescue you and your associates from

the anomaly of your present painful position." The result

of a lengthened conference between the archbishop and

himself was that the Sisters of Mercy should either be-
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come real religious or live as seculars ; and as they unani-

mously selected the former alternative, it was decided that

their Institute should be unconnected with any other, be

governed by its own rules and constitutions, and that the

practices of monastic life, as such, should as soon as pos-

sible be introduced among them.

To effect this his grace recommended Catherine to apply

to the superiors of convents in and about Dublin for copies

of their respective rules, and select from them that which

seemed best adapted to her views. The Carmelites and

Poor Clares were especially kind, not only complying with

her request, but offering in the most affectionate terms to

affiliate the house to their own. But the Presentation

Rule, which is based upon the Rule of St. Augustine,

seen\ed to coincide best with the life led at the new Insti-

tute, and Catherine informed the archbishop of her willing-

ness to adopt it witli the modifications and additions suited

to the duties the Sisters of Mercy had undertaken.

The only matter for deliberation now was whether it

would be better to invite professed members of the Pre-

sentation Order to train "the new nuns " to the practices of

conventual life, or send some of the Baggot Street Sisters

to serve their novitiate in a Presentation convent and re-

turn to train the others. After prayer and consultation

the foundress, though in her forty-third year, decided on

becoming a novice herself, and selected Sisters Anna Maria

Doyle and Elizabeth Harley as her companions. On ac-

count of the inconvenience that might arise from a pro-

longed absence it was arranged that the novitiate should

be shortened to the least time permitted by the Sacred

Canons. The nine who were left at home thought it diffi-

cult to do without their saintly guide ; but as it was the will

of God they acquiesced as cheerfully as they could, and

every arrangement was made necessary to secure the good

order of the little community during her absence. The 8th

of September, the Ftast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin,
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was selected for the departure of the three Sisters, Cathe-

rine wishing to honor her festival by the sacrifice and place

her conventual life under Our Lady's special patronage.

On that day,- the morning devotions being over, Catherine

took a fond leave of her beloved flock, and, with the two

companions upon whom her choice had fallen, set out for

George's Hill Presentation Convent, which was to be her

alma mater.



CHAPTER III.

George's hill presentation convent.

Origin of this Ancient Convent—Maria Teresa Mullah-—Letter of Nano Nagle

—Fanny Doyle, of Dunshangly Castle—Official Return of the George's

Hill Schools, 1824—Mother Clare Doyle receives Mother McAuley at the

Gates of George's Hill—A severe Novice-Mistress— Recollections—Recep-

tion and Profession—Second and last Visit of the Foundress to George's

Hill—The Twelfth of December, 1S31—The Golden Jubilee—Cathe-

erine McAuley's very Name continues to inspire Piety and Benevolence

—

Pious and Charitable Deeds by which the Anniversary of her Profession is

to be sanctified—Installation of the Sisters of Mercy at the South Union
Workhouse.

GEORGE'S HILL Presentation Convent is a large,

dreary-looking building, surrounded by lanes and

markets crowded with the poorest classes, and in 1830

was still further adorned by the famous Newgate, which

has recently been taken down and the space it occupied

converted into a fruit and flower market—a great improve-

ment to a wretched locality. Founded in 1794, its un-

attractive site was chosen to keep this oldest Catholic girls'

school * in Dublin as much out of view as possible ; for in

penal times Catholic institutions, though always^ in disguise,

did not presume to show themselves in stylish quarters.

As this venerable house will always have peculiar interest

for the numerous children of Mother McAuley, a glance at

its early history will not be out of place.

In the last quarter of the eighteenth century a pious,

hard-working woman, Teresa Maria Mullaly, who followed

the trade of dressmaker, having, by industry and thrift,

acquired a competence, rented a small house in Mary's

* Dr. Betagh's evening school for poor boys, which still exists, is over a century old.

35
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Lane, where she assembled poor children for instruction

on Sundays and holidays, and her classes soon became so

large that she resolved to establish a community of some

kind to take charge of them, in which useful project she

was encouraged by Father Mulcaile, S.J., and several other

zealous clergymen. At this very time, 1777, Miss Nagle

was endeavoring to establish a little society in Cork for a

similar purpose, and Miss Mullaly, hearing this, proceeded at

once to visit her. The two holy souls directly understood

each other, and Miss Mullaly determined to wait for her

community until her friend's new society would have de-

veloped into what it was destined to become. Several

letters addressed to Miss Mullaly by Miss Nagle are pre-

served in the archives of George's Hill, and it is interest-

ing to observe how holiness, which levels all distinctions,

wrought a perfect equality between the aristocratic Nano
Nagle and the humble dressmaker. The following curious

specimens of the stately and cumbersome English of the

foreign- educated ladies of the last century were religiously

preserved by the lowly woman to whom they were addressed :

11 Corke, September 29, 1778.
" Dear Madame : This is a pleasure I have longed for

this some time past, which was to acquaint you that, as Dr.

Moylan mentioned to you about two years ago, I had a de-

sire that some establishment should be made to keep up
the schools for poor children. Not finding any person

here inclined to undertake such an affair made me at last

consent to the doctor's request, and last Christmas I took in

three persons to join me in this good work. What made me
defer it all this time was finding myself so improper a per-

son to undertake it ; but the Almighty makes use of the

weakest means to bring about His works. ... I send you
the rule which they follow (it is called of 'The Sisters of the

Charitable Instruction of the Sacred Heart of Jesus') by
this most respectable clergyman, Mr. Shortal, who is most
zt-alous for its success, and who will give you a particular

account abput it. I could wish that we may unite in this

society, and am confident that the great God will direct
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you to what is most to His glory, and beg you will believe

me to be, with the greatest esteem, madame,
Your most humble and obedient servant,

" Nano Nagle.
"To Miss Maria Teresa Mullaly,

St. Mary's Lane, Dublin."

"CORKE, 21, T778.

" Dear Madame : I could not let slip this opportunity
without assuring my dear Mrs. Mullaly the pleasure it gave
me to hear she arrived safe, and to assure her the trouble

it gave me that I could not have more of her company
whilst here, being every day more sensible of the advan-
tage I should have reaped from it. The hurry I was in at

that time made me neither think of many things which I

should have been glad to have had your opinion on. . . .

I have a gentlewoman that I really was resolved to take

this some time past when fixed in the new house, but not
till then—one is so much wanting at present, and the rule

orders us to have them on trial for some months. She at-

tends the schools, and I hope I shall have no reasoTi to re-

pent of the choice I have made, as my first motive was
charity, hearing of the great distress she was in through a

law-suit and an extravagant brother who spent part of her

fortune. She has had the best education this kingdom
could afford, and has many useful talents, with great pa-

tience and humility in all her misfortunes. -She seems at

present to rejoice in all she rias suffered, as it has placed
her in so happy a state. She takes much delight in teach-

ing poor children. I hope that some part of what is due
her will be recovered. All our Sisters assure you of their

most affectionate respects. You cannot imagine how mel-
ancholy we were at night after you left us, as our recreation

passed in speaking of you; and be assured you were not

forgotten by us in our prayers. I hope you think of me in

yours, as nobody wants it more than she who is, with the

highest esteem, dear madame,
"Your affectionate and humble servant,

"Nano *N"agle»

"P.S. It gave us all a vast deal of trouble to hear you
were ill since you went to Dublin. I hope it was not ow-
ing to any cold you got on the road. ..." *

In October,. 17S8, the foundation-stone of the convent
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was laid, and in August, 1789, Miss Mullaly and her

zealous friends, Miss Anne Corballis and Miss Judith

Clinch, took up their abode in the new house, where they

employed their time teaching a number of poor children,

whom they sent to Mass every morning to the little chapel

in Mary's Lane.

Meanwhile Miss Mullaly induced several aspirants to the

religious life to make their novitiate in Cork, whither she

accompanied them. Among the party was Miss Fanny

Doyle, of Dunshangly Castle, whose niece, Mother Clare

Doyle, received Mother McAuley at the portals of George's

Hill Convent in 1830. Two of these ladies returned and

opened the new establishment on the feast of the As-

sumption of Our Blessed Lady, 1794. In her abject hu-

mility Miss Mullaly, while continuing to manage the tem-

poral affairs of the community, deemed herself utterly

unworthy to assume the religious habit—then worn only

on the greater feast;—or even to dwell beneath the roof

that sheltered the spouses of Christ, and she withdrew to

an orphanage which she had founded near the convent.

A little before her death her heahh began to decline ; but,

regarding this as the result of her advanced age, she would

not accept the attendance of a physician. On February 9,

1803, she received the Holy Viaticum, and at her request

Sister Clare Doyle read aloud a fervent thanksgiving. In

the evening she surrendered her pure soul to the God she

had so faithfully served, her whole life having been a ful-

filment of the maxim she constantly repeated :
" Make

your calling and election sure."

From a condensation of the Return of the Presentation

Schools in answer to the Queries proposed by his Majesty's

Commissioners of Enquiry into the state of Education in Ire-

land (1824) we get a glimpse of George's Hill Convent in

Mother McAuley's time :

1. These schools for the education of poor female chil-

dren are situated on George's Hill, etc.
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2. They are kept by ladies who form a branch of a reli-

gious order instituted in Ireland, about forty years back,

for the gratuitous education of female children. . . .

They are open from half-past nine till three o'clock each

day—Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays excepted—and

continue so the whole year round, with the exception of

short vacations at Christmas and Easter and about three

weeks in August. On Sundays the children assemble from

one to two o'clock p.m. to receive moral instructions given

by the Sisters.

3. The ladies of the convent, being the persons who in-

struct all, of course are Catholics, and they have been in-

duced to devote themselves to the life they have embraced

by merely following the bent of their own religious incli-

nations.

4. These ladies are individuals of independent rank, and

were educated in various schools corresponding with the

sphere in which they would have moved had they remained

in the world.

5. The average number of pupils is two hundred and

eighty ; and though the school is open for children of

every religious persuasion, yet none but Catholics frequent

them.

6 and 7. The parents of the children evince the great-

est possible desire of having them come to these schools,

on account of the strict attention paid to their religious

education.

8. Cannot ascertain the time in which a child can be

taught to read. Depends on the capacity of the child and

attention to school.

9. The religious are supported on their own properties.

10. There are three schools, each an oblong room. No.

1 is 2>t> feet by 18; No. 2, 28 by 16% ; No. 3, 35 by i6}4,

all well lighted, aired, and furnished with desks, forms, la-

bels, slates, books, tables, etc. The school-house is a large
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brick building four stories high, the third and fourth floors

being appropriated to orphans.

ii. The rules of this Order were drawn up by Catholic

divines eminent for their prudence, learning, and piety.

12. The only patrons are Most Rev Dr. Murray, the

parish priest, Rev. Mr. Wall, and his coadjutors. The vis-

iting clergyman is Rev. William Meagher, chaplain to the

convent, who attends generally every day to hear the chil-

dren's confessions, etc., and occasionally examines how the

business of the school goes on.

13, 14, and 15. The text of the Sacred Scriptures is not

read, but there are books used in which the leading facts

recorded in the Old and New Testament are contained.
" Owing, in all probability, to the numerous Protestant

schools in the city, instances in which any but Catholics

have sought admission have been extremely rare—perhaps

one in four or five years. But whenever it has happened

no undue means have ever been used to induce them to

become Catholics.

" But it is notorious that in many schools of the city vig-

orous efforts are made to weaken the religious principles

of Catholics, and it often happens that the nuns are obliged

to overlook breaches of school discipline through an appre-

hension that the children, if corrected, might be induced to

quit the school and seek admission into schools where

their faith might be endangered."

The society which Miss Nagle founded in 1777, called

"The Sisters of Charitable Instruction of the Sacred Heart

of Jesus,"* became the Presentation Order in the next cen-

* Here is how Bishop Moylan mentions Miss Nagle and her projects in a letter to

Pope Pius VI.: " Miss Honora Nagle, of respectable memory, had determined to em-

ploy the ample fortune she possessed in founding houses or communities for the ad-

mission of pious virgins, whose principal duty should be to instruct little girls in the

rudiments and precepts of the Catholic faith, to teach them to work, to visit the sick

women in the public infirmaries, and administer to them spiritual and temporal assis-

tance," etc.
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tury, when the rules at present observed were confirmed by-

Pope Pius VII.

Sisters Catherine, Anna Maria, and Elizabeth were cour-

teously met at the entrance of George's Hill Convent by

the venerable superioress, who welcomed them affection-

ately and introduced them to her spiritual children. The

annals of this ancient house have several passages relating

to Miss McAuley :

"Miss Catherine McAuley, having erected a convent

for a religious community under the title of Sisters of
Mercy, . . . with the approbation of the archbishop,

Most Rev. Dr. Murray, . . . was admitted, with Miss
Anna Maria Doyle and Miss Elizabeth Harley,* as postu-

lants for three months, and one year's novitiate, on the 8th

of September, 1830.

" Mother Mary Clare Doyle, Superioress."

From this it will be seen that Baggot Street house was

styled a convent long before it had any claim to the name.

The exact annalist notes that the usual novitiate pension,

which in that house was thirty pounds a year each, was

paid, and all other expenses defrayed. Two Sisters came

every Saturday from Baggot Street to give Sister Catherine

an account of how matters went on. The mistress of

novices, Mother Teresa Higgins, was a convert of rigid

views, highly accomplished, and well known in her day as a

compiler and translator of several useful works. A vene-

rable member of the George's Hill community mentions

her as an excellent religious, and adds :
" Feeling the re-

* Sister M. Elizabeth Harley was the first professed member who died in the

Institute, April, 1832.

Anna Maria Doyle, who had wished to be a Presentation nun before she met

Mother McAuley, was delighted with everything at George's Hill ; but Elizabeth

Harley felt a great want in having only one charitable work—the instruction of poor

girls—to devote herself to, and she ardently longed to get back to Baggot Street, where

she could varj' the labor of teaching by visiting the sick, etc. However, she dissembled

her distaste, and devoted herself with her whole heart to acquire the virtues and prac-

tise the duties of conventual life.
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sponsibility of training nuns to begin a new and different

order may have made Mother Teresa appear too exacting;

but she was not so in reality. She was most amiable in

every way, and died the death of a saint." It is certain,

nevertheless, that Mother Teresa was a most severe mistress,

and, in Catherine's case, never allowed the most trifling

inadvertence to go unpunished ; continually treating her

saintly novice as one called to high perfection and eager

to attain it.

The Annals mention the chapter held for the reception

of the postulants, November 8, 1830, after which came

their distant retreat of three weeks and the immediate

retreat of ten days. Though the house was thirty-six

years established, there were but eleven vocals present at

the chapter.

Only two at George's Hill to-day (1881) saw and lived with

our dear novices. One, the present superioress, writes :
" I,

and all who knew Mother McAuley, revere her as most

saintly, ever ready to do good and ever forgetful of self.

We all loved her dearly. I remember the day she came

here with Miss Agnew (1839), and how she kissed the

chairs in the chapter-room and noviceship. The ancient

nuns who were most saintly loved and revered her." Even

the old cook, Susan, now blind and over ninety, still loves

Mother Catherine.

The affection and esteem of these dear nuns Mother Mc-

Auley most cordially reciprocated. She was wont to call the

days of her novitiate the happiest of her life, and to wish it

were possible to be always a novice. The superior, Mother

Clare Doyle, had been trained by Fanny Doyle, who had

spent fourteen years in the Order before it was cloistered

(i792-i8o6),and was therefore all the^ better able to under-

stand the views of " the new nuns." She was charmed with

the brightness and animation of Sister Catherine, who was re-

garded as the general prize of the recreation hour. And yet,

as has been shown in her Life, Mother McAuley 's novitiate



George s Hill Presentation Convent. 43

was a season of trials and difficulties in many ways ;
but no-

thing seemed to disturb her serenity of mind or appearance.

Meanwhile postulants continued to seek admission into

Baggot Street house. Miss Mary Jones, of England, a con-

vert of a few months, entered in May, 1831, by the advice

of her confessor, a priest on the London mission. Her

family then lived at Bridgenorth, in Shropshire.

The preparation of Mother McAuley for profession was

most fervent. She entered on her distant retreat October

9, and on her immediate retreat Friday, December 2. On
the Twelfth of December, 1831, she pronounced her

vows for life, with the proviso that the vow of obedience

should include whatever the Church might subsequently

approve for the Sisters of Mercy. The archbishop presided,

and Dr. Blake preached a solid and eloquent sermon.

Accompanied by Dr. Blake, the newly professed Sisters

hastened to their home, where they were anxiously expect-

ed. Excessive labors and austerities which, in Mother

McAuley's absence, there was no one to moderate had

undermined the frail constitution of Caroline Murphy, who

died a most saintly death June 28. Sisters Anna O'Grady

and Mary Teresa Macaulay had also hopelessly injured

their constitutions by immoderate labors and penitential

exercises in the excess of their youthful fervor; and though

both brightened up at beholding once more their beloved

spiritual mother, neither regained the strength that exces-

sive labors and penances had robbed them of in her absence.

The first convent of Our Lady of Mercy was now for-

mally opened and entered upon a career of prosperity,

mingled, it is true, with many sorrows, almost unexampled

in the history of religious orders. It is one of the marks

•of a divine mission that others readily receive its impulses.

Many ladies of high social position and elegant education

came from the north and the south, the east and the west,

from England and Scotland and other countries, to offer

themselves as disciples to the first Sister of Mercy. Bishops
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from all parts of these countries, and even from America,

besought her to give them colonies of her zealous children.

Benefactors built convents and churches and placed them

at her disposal, and the Holy See approved and blessed

and confirmed the Rules she had arranged. As will appear

throughout this work, the mercy and charity of her great

heart became contagious, and people who had never before

reflected on their obligation of helping, to the utmost of

their power, their poorer brethren, now came forward and

placed in her hands the means of carrying out all her bene-

volent projects. It is doubtful whether any other Order in

the Church can show such a litany of benefactors for any

fifty years of its existence. And as religious are bound to

give spiritual goods in exchange for the temporal goods

which aid them in carrying out their rules, the obligation

on Sisters of Mercy of praying for benefactors is very grave

indeed.*

Only a short while ago the idea of becoming a nun was

distasteful to Mother Catherine ; now, animated with the

fulness of the religious spirit, she loved her holy state with

an enthusiasm that never lessened, and the happiness she

felt in it was every day a new and joyous surprise to her.

To find others seized with a similar attraction for the lowly

and laborious life to which she had dedicated herself was a

positive pleasure for which her soul went forth in gratitude

to the good God. Reared among Protestants who spoke

of her faith and its practices with withering contempt, she

had, perhaps unconsciously, imbibed in this heretical atmos-

phere views and feelings which it was not easy to shake off
;

but now the finest Catholic instincts were developed in her,

and her letters and Sayings prove her to have been practically

versed in the highest walks of asceticism. People who
enter convents nowadays have some little Catholic tradition

*It is customary in many Convents of Mercy to have Mass offered every Monday
for deceased benefactors and every Wednesday for living benefactors, besides many
general communions, prayers, and other devotions.
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or early association to aid them. They have seen nuns, or

known them, or been educated by them ; they know what

is becoming to such persons, what their spirit, their senti-

ments should be. But without any of these helps Mother

McAuley became a typical religious, and trained hundreds

of maidens, and not a few widows, to copy her own self-devo-

tion and unwearied zeal. This was not, and could not be,

the work of nature. No one can study the life of the great

and holy mother without feeling that the finger of God is

here ; for neither men nor women can do these things unless

God be with them.

To-day still more than in her lifetime the very name of

Mother McAuley is an incentive to acts of holiness and be-

nevolence. And her children, now passing through the

jubilee year of the foundation of their Institute, speak of

celebrating the Fiftieth Anniversary of her profession by

clothing fifty poor children, relieving fifty poor families,

opening new houses as monuments to her zeal, receiving

fifty poor orphans for her sake, establishing libraries for the

poor and the prisoners, adding fifty good books each to the

libraries already established, having Masses celebrated in

thanksgiving for the graces bestowed on her and her chil-

dren, and to beg that none of these latter may ever prove un-

worthy of 'the great Mother who begat them in Christ. At

the old parent house, which now looks modest, and perhaps

a little dingy, or rather venerable, beside so many elegant

branches, it has been arranged that the room* in which the

great spirit of the holy foundress passed away be erected

into an oratory, her grave magnificently decorated with

lights and flowers, one hundred Masses of thanksgiving

offered, a Pontifical High Mass, Exposition of the Bless-

ed Sacrament till three, Grand Vespers, Benediction, and

* The room in which Mother McAuley breathed her last has since been used as an

infirmary, her children at St. Catherine's being naturally desirous that their souls

should pass into the awful presence of the Judge of the living and the dead in a spot

hallowed by her precious death.
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Te Deutn j the sermon of the day to be preached by the

Dominican orator, Father Tom Burke. And it is hoped that

the archbishop will, ere the Twelfth of December, have re-

ceived several new favors from the Holy See for the Insti-

tute founded in humility and obscurity fifty years ago. The

parent house was originally styled St. Mary's, but on the

decease of the holy foundress, November 11, 1841, the Sis-

ters, to evince their affection for her beloved memory and to

honor her patron saint, changed the title to St. Catherine's.

Nor have they been without a confident hope that in God's

good time their own St. Catherine will participate in the

honors, as she so wonderfully did in the virtues, of the Seraph

of Sienna.

It was the desire of the community of the parent house

to consecrate the jubilee year by devoting themselves to

neg'ected patients of the South Dublin Workhouse Hospi-

tal, and on the anniversary of the precious death of the holy

foundress, November 11, 1880, the board decided to confide

this duty to her children. The following is from the Lon-

don Tablet, June 4, 1881 :

" On Monday morning, at half-past eight, ten nuns of

the Order of Mercy were installed as nurses in the South

Union Workhouse by his grace the Archbishop of Dublin.

The occasion was one of very great interest, inaugurating,

as it did, a new era in the history of workhouse manage-

ment, and commencing a system that has been found so

universally productive of the happiest and most beneficial

results. For many years past it has been the anxious de-

sire of those who have at heart the spiritual and temporal

interests of the sick and dying poor to introduce as nurses

into the workhouse those whose mission is one of true

charity, and whose practical goodness and unequalled and

heroic self-sacrifice in the work they undertake have made

their names one of the glories of our poor human nature.

Nothing need be said in praise of those angelic ministers

of mercy who, leaving everything that would seem to make
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a worldly life most engaging, gifted with every grace and

accomplishment, sacrifice every earthly pleasure and devote

themselves to the service of God and the spiritual benefit

of the poor and suffering. Their installation in the South

Union Workhouse is, indeed, an event that must for ever

be regarded as one of the most notable that have taken

place in the life of that institution, and summer sun never

shone on a more impressive spectacle than the function

celebrated on Monday, by which those ladies were installed

as nurses over some nine hundred of the poorest and most

pitiable objects of human charity that one can look upon.

"The house provided for the reception of the nuns is

a large, well-built stone dwelling detached from the main

building and commanding a picturesque prospect. Every-

thing that care and skill could devise to make it suited to

its present purpose would appear to have been employed.

The lighting and ventilation are quite perfect, the rooms

are spacious and constructed, so far as internal fittings are

concerned, with the utmost possible regard to comfort, con-

venience, and appropriateness. The refectory, the commu-

nity-room, and the dormitory are in every sense suitable,

and the chapel is also an extremely fine room. Already

the nuns have decorated this chapel with great taste.

" His grace the Archbishop of Dublin arrived shortly

after eight o'clock. He was accompanied by his chaplain,

and was received at the workhouse by the master, the chap-

lain, etc. The mother-superior of Baggot Street met his

grace at the Sisters' quarters and conducted him through

the house. There were present also Very Rev. Canon

Kennedy, Rev. F. Hall, O.C.C., etc. His grace celebrated

Mass in the chapel, and after the Benediction of the Most

Holy Sacrament, and the Te Deum having been chanted,

he briefly addressed the Sisters, and congratulated them

upon having become installed in the scene of their new

labors. He was quite sure their advent there would be the

means of bringing enormous spiritual blessings to the poor
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entrusted to their care. He could, through them, speak to

those poor people, and he earnestly congratulated them on

the good which had been achieved that day. The occasion

was indeed deeply interesting. They felt heartily grateful to

the guardians of the union for what they had done. Their

own co-religionists, for their efforts and struggles all through

in connection with this matter, were deserving of all praise

and honor ; to the Protestant guardians their thanks were

also due. There was unanimity and cordial feeling ex-

pressed even by those who were most opposed to them in

religion, and for this they were indeed grateful. He there-

fore begged to tender their thanks to the Protestant guard-

ians, as to all others, and he hoped that, w7ith God's bless-

ing, their kindness to the poor entrusted to their care and

their action in this special matter would bring to them

blessings and happiness. In conclusion he would ask the

gentlemen of the board who were present to convey to their

fellow-guardians on the first opportunity—to the chairman,

and each from the eldest to the youngest—his thanks for

what they had done. He hoped that God Almighty would

look on their act as one most pleasing to Him, and one that

would bring upon them happiness, both here and hereafter.

" His grace then made a circuit of the house, blessing it,

and praying as he went, and, after some further devotional

exercises, the ceremony terminated."
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DEATH OF THE FOUNDRESS.

Comparatively early Death of the Foundress—Letter of Mother M. Teresa

White—Mother Elizabeth Moore—Letter from Dr. Blake—Cemetery in

which the sacred Remains of the Foundress repose— '

' Laid in the Earth

like the Poor "—Inscription on her Tomb—The Remains of her early

Companions "brought Home " and deposited around her.

THE holy foundress of the Order of Mercy did not live

to celebrate her tenth anniversary. She passed to

our Lord November n, 1841, the anniversary of the

deaths of her adopted father, William Callahan, and of her

beloved niece, Mary Teresa Macaulay. During her life

" the tomb had never been closed in her regard," and

scarcely one of her old children would have been near her

in death had not Mother Elizabeth come fiom Limerick in

time to watch over her last moments. Mother M. Teresa

White arrived from Galway only when her beloved mother

had departed. After forty years this venerable mother

writes :
" I entered the convent May 2, 1833. Our beloved

mother-foundress was my mistress of novices until near my
profession, December 9, 1835. I was seven months a pos-

tulant in consequence of the illness and death of dear Sis-

ter Mary Teresa Macaulay. I was deeply attached to our

cherished mother. She was a perfect nun and a perfect

lady—one to whom you could open your whole heart. She

was so sweet, so kind, so spiritual ; I never met any one
like her. She made the interests of every convent her own,

and gave each Sister a place in her heart, so generous, so

full of humility, so disengaged from earth. I saw her in

death, and was one of those who placed her in her coffin.

I was mother-superior in Galway at the time, and came to

Dublin hoping to see and speak to her for the last time
;

but she had departed four hours before I arrived, and I

49



50 Leaves from the Annals of the Sisters of Mercy.

never felt such grief before or since. I cried for many

hours without ceasing.

" Her appearance was very remarkable. There was

something about her so kind yet so discerning that you

would fancy she read your heart. If you came to speak to

her on the most trifling matter, although occupied with the

most important affairs, she would instantly lay all aside and

give you any satisfaction in her power. She was rather

tall, about five feet five inches, and had a queenly air. I

feel very sad to have outlived her and all my early friends,

but God's holy will be done. Pray that He may crown all

His favors to me by the precious grace of a happy death."

When Mother Elizabeth Moore informed Dr. Blake that

his cherished spiritual daughter was at rest from her labors,

the saintly bishop sent to the bereaved community the fol-

lowing beautiful letter :

" We have all reason to weep at the loss which Ireland

and England have sustained in the death of the ever-

memorable Foundress of the Order of Mercy. A more

zealous, prudent, disinterested, and successful benefactress

of the human race has not existed since the days of St. Bri-

gid. She has been taken from us after bestowing incalcula-

ble services and benefits on her fellow-creatures. What she

accomplished would suffice to attach celebrity to many in-

dividuals. Her course was long enough to render her im-

mortal among the virtuous. But judging what she would

do had she been left longer among us from what she exe-

cuted amidst difficulties and trials of no ordinary magni-

tude, we cannot but lament her departure, and we are tempt-

ed to exclaim :
' Oh ! it was too soon.' But God's holy

will be adored ajt all times; to Him we are indebted for all

that she did ; fr. >m Him she received the spirit that ani-

mated her pure soul. His providence guided her steps, re-

moved her difficulties, strengthened her heart, and ensured

her success. By His ever-watchful care and ever-assisting

grace every opportunity of doing good was turned to ad-
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vantage, every undertaking well preconsidered, every work

made solid and permanent; and though her sojourn here

was, alas ! too short for our wishes, it was, nevertheless, so

far prolonged as to have enabled her to finish the great

machine she planned and constructed for the glory of

God, the salvation of souls, and the corporal relief of the

destitute. Let the holy will of God be ever adored ; let us

bless His name at all times ; and in this moment of

bereavement, while we lament the loss such a removal

has occasioned, let us be grateful for the benefits con-

ferred, and profit by the good example still fresh before

our minds.

" Most earnestly and sincerely do I sympathize with all

the members of the holy Order of Mercy. Most ardently do

I beseech the God of all consolation to pour His healing

balm into their wounded feelings, and in this trying con-

juncture, while their hearts are mellowed with love, grief,

and gratitude, to fill them all with the spirit of prayer. Al-

though the foundress was holy, and eminently holy, still she

was a human being, liable to human temptations and in-

firmities, and obliged daily to repeat that hallowed petition,

* Forgive us our trespasses.' Let us now be mindful of her,

and by our fervent supplications obtain for her, if indeed

she need it, the entire remission of the smallest debt which

could retard her admission into the realms of bliss.

" Your letter reached me just as I was going to the altar

this morning. On seeing the black seal I hastily opened

it, and my heart was intensely filled with grief; but this

was useful, I hope, in making me offer the divine Sacrifice

of propitiation for the happy repose of that dear departed

friend, whom I ever esteemed and reverenced, and whose

memory I shall ever value and revere."

One of the last acts of the holy foundress was to have

the cemetery prepared in which she now reposes. It is

about forty-three feet long by thirty-eight feet wide. Over

her last resting-place is a slab six and a half feet long and
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two feet wide, at the head of which is a life-size statue of

Our Lady of Mercy. The slab is inscribed :

To the Revered Memory of Mother
Mary Catherine McAuley,

Foundress of the Religious Congregation of

Sisters of Mercy.
Born September 29, 1787. Professed December 12, 1831.

Appointed Mother-Superior December 15, 1831.

Died November ii, 1841, aged 54 years, i month, 13 days.

The holy foundress closed her eyes on earth about ten

minutes before eight o'clock p.m. on Thursday, and was,

according to her oft-expressed wish, " laid in the earth like

the poor " about 4 p.m. the following Saturday, five bishops

and sixty priests assisting at her obsequies. The little

cemetery was consecrated specially for her by her faithful

friend, Most Rev. William Kinsella, Bishop of Ossory, her

children being unwilling to be deprived for ever so short a

time of her "blessed remains. The thirteen dear Sisters who
had preceded her, and whose remains lay in the vaults of

the Carmelite church, were brought home and deposited

near her. Their toil is done, their souls are with God, and

they rest well ; for blessed are the dead who die in the Lord J

They restfrom their labors, and their works follow them.
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SINCE the happy departure of the holy foundress several

new institutions have been added to the parent house :

The Charitable Infirmary, Jervis Street, the oldest hos-

pital in Dublin, founded in 1721 by a band of medical men,

was placed under the care of the Sisters of Mercy in 1854.

It is a plain brick building, containing reception-rooms,

board-room, lecture-room, and six spacious wards capable

of accommodating seventy patients.

St. Brigid's, Rathdrum, near Dublin. To this convent

are attached schools for the higher classes, and a large

school for the poor containing several hundred children.

St. Michael's, Athy. Superior schools for the middle and

upper classes. The poor-schools are attended by six hun-

dred children.

St. Mary's Retreat, 104 Lower Gloucester Street, is a Mag-
dalen asylum for forty-five penitents.

St. Joseph's Night-Refuge for Homeless Women and

Children, Brickfield Lane. Eight hundred children are

educated in the poor- schools attached to this institution.

This Jubilee Year, 1881, as we have stated, has been
S3
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signalized by an event of great import to the Dublin poor.

The hospital of the South Dublin Union, containing nine

hundred patients, lias been placed under the charge of the

Sisters of Mercy, making their twelfth establishment in the

diocese of Dublin.

Of the institutions added to the parent house since 1841

three deserve special notice : the Prison, the Mater Miseri-

cordiae, and the Training College.

The Prison Refuge at Golden Bridge :
" It was in Ire-

land that the problem how to reform our female criminals

was first solved, and it is mainly owing to the Sisters of

Mercy that the solution was accomplished. The reforma-

tion of a female prisoner has long been acknowledged to be

a harder task than that of a male. She has sinned more

against the instincts of her better nature ; the consequences

of her crime have had a more hardening effect upon her
;

but, above all, the absence of hope has a fatal effect on her

character. If a poor woman endure her sentence patiently

and keep the prison rules she goes out with very little pros-

pect for the future, save that of fresh dishonesty.

" For many years the Sisters of Mercy have been accus-

tomed to visit the inmates of Mountjoy Prison, the princi-

pal and strongest jail in Ireland.

" Here they exercise a most beneficial influence over the

miserable inmates. They instruct them in classes, and it

is a rule that no prison official shall be present. Yet the

classes often consist of wild, desperate women with great

physical strength and easily-roused passions. . . . Among
these the Sisters move fearlessly, and never have had to suf-

fer. Even the wild din of tongues issuing from those kept

all day and many a day in enforced silence is hushed by

the uplifted finger or the gentle tones of a Sister of Mercy.

Great good was, therefore, to be expected from placing

these women for the concluding part of their sentence in a

refuge under the sole care of these Sisters."

This was done in the Silver Jubilee year of the Institute,
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1856. The Refuge, being strictly intended as a reward for

good conduct, is regularly graded, and the hope of being

promoted to a grade which allows more freedom, and the

fear of being sent back to an inferior grade which has

already been honorably passed, have such influence on the

prisoners that order is easily maintained. It is very rarely

that a prisoner fails of being thoroughly reformed in this

most beneficent institution. And the hope of getting to the

Refuge to finish their sentence gives rise to an amount of

exertion to do better, on part of the women prisoners of

Mountjoy, which makes the duty of the officials of that

dreary establishment comparatively light.

The Golden Bridge Refuge is very favorably mentioned

in the reports of the Directors of Convict Prisons in Ire-

land as " a most valuable adjunct to the convict system,

and of great utility to the women in providing them with

suitable means of employment and keeping them from falling

back into a course of crime. The management of this valu-

able institution deserves to be mentioned with commenda-
tion, and with thankfulness to the managers whose able

and devoted attention produces such excellent results."

The chaplain of Mountjoy Prison adds his testimony :

" It was my privilege a few days ago to visit the Refuge at

Golden Bridge, under the care of the Sisters of Mercy, and

I was happy to observe that they had gained such an

influence over the prisoners that they obeyed willingly, and

order and discipline are maintained without trouble. In-

deed, the services rendered by the Sisters of Mercy in pro-

moting pris >n discipline cannot be fully appreciated, except

by those who are intimately acquainted with the working
of our prisons, and have an opportunity of knowing what
efforts are made by the prisoners to gain admission to the

Refuge. The Sisters instruct and console them while

under their charge ; and on being discharged they use

their influence to provide them with situations or restore

them to their families."
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The Mater Misericordiae is the chief hospital in Ire-

land, and is not inferior to any institution of its kind in

the world. The idea of this superb establishment origi-

nated with Mother McAuley, who was anxious that the

Sisters should have a hospital of their own, in which the

spiritual and temporal wants of the poor could be perfectly

ministered to, and from which patients should not be com-

pelled to go until their health was completely re-established.

For she saw with grief that many poor convalescents were

obliged to leave the public hospitals and resume work be-

fore their health was sufficiently restored. " Besides," said

she, " though, some hospitals have comfortable arrange-

ments and a sufficient staff of nurses, there is a great diffe-

rence between the attendance of hired persons and the

services of those who devote themselves to the sick for the

love of God." It pleased God to reserve the carrying out

of this noble idea to her successor and dearly loved spi-

ritual daughter, Mother Xavier Maguire, who died recently

on the Australian mission, R.I. P.

" In the conception and progress of this great work," says

a friend of this zealous and holy religious, " there presided

a guiding spirit—one of those rare characters from whom
great actions may be expected—and it was her principle,

which was here strenuously carried out, that those who
labor for God's glory should strain every nerve to make
their work equal, if it cannot excel, the deeds of those who
toil for an earthly reward."

The following description of the opening of this monster

hospital is condensed from the Freeman s Journal (Dublin)

:

This great institution was solemnly opened and dedicated

to its high and holy purposes by his grace the Archbishop

of Dublin in presence of a large assemblage of the clergy,

the Sisterhood of the Order of Mercy, and a great number
of ladies and gentlemen. The splendid apartment facing

the principal entrance was fitted up as a temporary chapel

and was most beautifully decorated. The altar bore on its
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front a figure of the Saviour after crucifixion, with figures

of the Blessed Virgin and Mary Magdalen, admirably

carved. Crimson draperies were judiciously introduced

behind the tabernacle, which was surmounted by a throne

for the Blessed Sacrament, around which were placed hun-

dreds of wax-lights, interspersed with rare flowers and

exotics. The ceremonies commenced at eleven with Pon-

tifical High Mass. The sacred music was sung in ad-

mirable style by a number of ladies of the community. At

the conclusion of the High Mass the archbishop pro-

nounced the episcopal blessing. The Forty Hours' Ado-

ration of the Blessed Sacrament ensued. A long proces-

sion was formed and proceeded through the splendid corri-

dors of the hospital as the choir of priests and Sisters chant-

ed the Pange Lingua. It was headed by numbers of little

girls elegantly dressed, bearing banners and wearing wreaths

of flowers and veils on their heads. Six tiny creatures bore

baskets containing flowers, which they strewed on the

course the procession was to take. The Sisters of the com-

munity followed bearing lighted tapers. Then came the

dignitaries and clergy. The procession was closed by the

archbishop, who bore a gold remonstrance under a splendid

canopy of white satin richly decorated with bullion lace.

Along the walls of the corridors banners with religious

mottoes and devices were suspended, and in the spaces of

the windows flowering plants and exotics were tastefully

arranged. Nothing could be more solemnly effective than

the appearance of the procession as it moved slowly through

the magnificent hospital that was now being blessed by the

officiating prelate prior to its doors being thrown open to

the sick and dying. On the procession returning to the

chapel the Litany of the Saints was intoned and the Forty

Hours' Adoration commenced. It will terminate to-morrow,

when the archbishop will preside, and at the conclusion of

the ceremonies the Mater Misericordiae Hospital will be

formally thrown open to the sick poor.



58 Leaves from the Annals of the Sisters of Mercy.

The northwest facade is three hundred feet in length,

and is divided into five compartments by slightly project-

ing pavilions at the ends and a great central projection,

over seventy feet long, having in the middle a recessed

portico with massive Ionic columns, and forming, with four

adjoining pilasters, a frontispiece crowned by a great pe-

diment, which overtops the rest of the building. Behind

this is the cupola, rising one hundred and twenty feet.

Two approaches to the ground floor lead into spacious

waiting-halls for outdoor patients of both sexes ; and on

either side are doctors' rooms, private consulting-rooms,

ward dispensaries, etc., and in the rear a spacious labora-

tory with all necessary accessories. Passing through the

corridor, right and left are temporary reception-wards, with

bath-rooms for patients on entering Spacious wardrobes,

fumigating-rooms, hospital-stores, heating apparatus, en-

trance-halls and staircases from recreation-grounds, ser-

vants' rooms and refectories, lifts for beds and for the food

of the patients ; the great kitchen seventy feet in length,

the larder, stores, oven, bakehouse, laundry, drying-room,

vapor-baths—all on ground floor. The second floor is ap-

proached by two circular staircases of moulded granite.

Passing through the portico to the entrance-hall, which is

richly furnished with mosaic pavements, niches, pilasters,

and lofty domed ceiling, on either side are the public re-

ception-rooms, great linen dispensary, accident-wards, con-

valescent-rooms, etc. A corridor, twelve feet in width,

writh lofty groined ceilings, branches round the entire build-

ing and terminates in the chapel. Opposite the entrance-

hall is the grand staircase, which requires to be seen to be

fully appreciated ; behind it is a beautiful apartment, fifty

feet by thirty-four, adorned with Corinthian columns. On
either side are cross-corridors leading to operation-wards,

baths, etc., on both stories, and over it are the pathological

museum and an operation-theatre altogether unequalled in

the country. The chapel occupies the central portion of
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the rear and communicates with the convent by a corridor

entered by a campanile rising ninety feet above the surface,

and which forms the vestibule of approach from the con-

vent to the wards.

The Mater Misericordiae accommodates five hundred pa-

tients, and at a period of calamity could easily be made to

accommodate seven hundred. As it has been erected for

the poor, chiefly if not solely, there are only twenty-eight

private rooms for as many pension patients.

Patients are admitted without any recommendation other

than the fitness of the case for admission.

During the year 1866 eleven hundred patients passed

through the wards of this hospital, and three thousand four

hundred and ninety-one were treated as out-patients. When
Dublin was visited by cholera it instantly threw open its

doors to the victims, and at all hours of the day and

night the Sisters and the medical men were ready to take

them in, and the tenderest and most vigilant care was be-

stowed on them. It fell to the task of one Sister to com-

pose the limbs and shroud the bodies of more than one

hundred victims of this terrible disease.

" Immense spiritual good is wrought within these walls.

Kind and gentle words make a great impression on the

careless ; the example of self-devotion they see before their

eyes tends to strengthen it. If they murmur under their

poverty and sickness, they see those born to comfort and

luxury giving up all—imprisoning themselves within hospi-

tal wralls—to wait on them ; and advice from such a quarter

is more appreciated."

The Mater Misericordiae has now become not only a first-

class hospital, but also a great school of medicine and sur-

gery. It numbers among its enthusiastic supporters men of

all shades of religious opinion. The solicitor-general, Mr.

Dowse, M.P., since a baron of the Exchequer, says : "As
a Protestant I feel a pride and pleasure in taking part in

this work, for in this place relief is administered to all, with-
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out consideration of sect or party. The only passport re-

quired in this hospital is that the person applying should

need its shelter and assistance "
; and Sir William Wilde,

M.D., so highly distinguished in his profession: "I have

the honor of bearing my meed of testimony to those no-

ble ladies, of whose bounty and charity and willingness to

minister, in all respects, to the spiritual and temporal wel-

fare of this institution I have had long experience."

At a meeting held in the board-room of the hospital, No-

vember i, 1869, under the presidency of the cardinal arch-

bishop, the Lord Chancellor of Ireland, the Earl of Granard,

and others spoke -to the same effect. The former, Lord

O'Hagan, said :
" Whether the postulant be Catholic, Pro-

testant, Mohammedan, or Jew, he is God's work, made in

His image ; and the gate opens freely to him without a

question as to his religious faith. He is not asked to vio-

late his conscience that he may receive relief. . . . The

name of charity is not desecrated by intolerance. It is not

made a bait to corrupt, or a sword to persecute, wretches

broken down by disease to incapacity of resistance and

powerless to help themselves."

The above quotation is taken from the first annual report,

which has also the following :

u Annexed to this report is a statement of the receipts

and expenditures for the past twelve months. We cannot

conclude without expressing our admiration of the good

order and cleanliness of the hospital. The admirable man-

ner in which it is kept, and the clear and accurate system

of accounts, have given us the greatest satisfaction and re-

flect the greatest credit on the Sisters of Mercy."

Although the Mater Misericordise is the property of the

Sisters of Mercy, who alone are responsible for its manage-

ment, they have called to their aid a "council" of the

leading gentlemen of Dublin, to whom the accounts are ex-

hibited, and whose advice and co-operation are gratefully

received. Lord O'Hagan, one of this council, says :
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" The contribution of the Sisters of Mercy (^10,000)

was very great indeed. And this they offered that they

might open for themselves a new field of labor, made ter-

rible by mephitic vapors and the groans of tortured men,

and bringing them into*fearful contact with pestilence and

death. And since the hospital has been established they

have been its only nurses. They have ministered with their

own hands to its suffering inmates, repelled by no form of

disease, however loathsome, and declining no office, how-

ever mean, so that they mitigate a pang or speed a soul

more peacefully to heaven. And all this they have done

gratuitously, not merely receiving no stipend for their ser-

vices, but maintaining themselves from their own resources

and not taxing even for their food the funds of the hospi-

tal, in which they toil unceasingly, to the extent of a single

farthing. Surely this is admirable, and not less admirable,

too, is the rule by which they open their doors, at all times

and under all circumstances, to every human being who
needs their help, without let or hindrance. Suffering is the

sole condition of its 'own relief. It requires no passport

from wealth or rank. It is subjected to no cold or jealous

scrutiny. There is no fear that a human being will perish

at the door while those within deliberate on the propriety

of his admission."

And Cardinal Cullen, who well remembered the foun-

dress, with whom the idea of this grand institution ori-

ginated, said :

" I recollect, when it was proposed to commence this

hospital, there was a difference of opinion about the merits

of the plan according to which it is now erected. Some
said that the proposed building would be too expensive,

and that it would be better to erect an humble and less

ornamental structure which would be more in harmony

with the miserable normal condition of our poor. Having

been consulted on the question, I declared in favor of the

present plan. We have palaces for guilt, we have palaces



62 Leaves from the Annals of the Sisters of Mercy.

for force, we have palaces for legalized want in which what

is called pauperism is dealt with according to the principles

of an unfeeling political economy. Why, then, should we

not have at least one palace for the poor, in which poverty

would be relieved in a true spirit of charity and according

to the dictates of the Gospel ? . . . The Sisters of Mer-

cy, acting according to the spirit of their Institute, deter-

mined to adopt the plan best calculated to elevate and en-

noble poverty, and they have been most successful in

erecting an hospital which does credit to their good taste

and is a great ornament to the city."

Speaking of the respect shown to the rights of con-

science in this thoroughly Catholic institution, the cardi-

nal says :
" Whilst taking care in an especial manner of

those belonging to the Catholic body, the nuns at the same

time take the greatest precaution lest there should be any

interference with the patients who belong to other churches.

They are allowed the fullest liberty to practise their reli-

gion ; they are allowed to call in the ministers of their

own church, and prepare themselves in any way they think

fit to meet their eternal God." And here his eminence,

having mentioned an hospital which has a rule that no

Catholic priest shall be admitted within its walls to assist

the dying of his own communion, adds: "I hope no Ca-

tholic hospital will ever give such an example of bigotry

and intolerance."

The number admitted yearly to the Mater Misericordise

now amounts to thousands ; and the extern patients pre-

scribed for and supplied with medicines in the dispensary

are counted by tens of thousands.

Another development of the Institute is a Training

School for teachers. The parent house has always at least

seventy young girls in training for national school-teachers

and governesses. The applications for admission are so

numerous that the Sisters are building a larger house, at

a cost of ^6,000, to accommodate a greater number. In
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view of the struggle going on at present for Catholic edu-

cation this Training College has become peculiarly impor-

tant. Archbishop McCabe remarked in his address to his

first synod, December 17, 1879 : "As you know, our Sisters

of Mercy . . . are doing great good in rearing up promis-

ing young women to become qualified teachers, but the

expense of carrying on that work is thrown upon them-

selves."

Eleven hundred pupils is the daily average attendance

in the poor-schools adjoining Baggot Street Convent.

They are, as they have been from the first, most efficiently

conducted.
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FIRST BRANCH TROUBLES.

The First Branch—Dunleary, or Kingstown—The Wreck in Dunleary Harbor

—The Cargo not restored to the Owners—An Excommunication—Sad

Consequences—Sympathy of the Foundress enlisted—Oracular Offer of

the Pastor—St. Patrick's Convent Training School for Superiors

—

The best Generalship sometimes fails—Opposition raised against "the

new Nuns " when they began to spread—A Rescript of Indulgences—Sol-

emn Approbation of the Holy See accorded to the Sisters of Mercy—This

Favor due to the Opponents of the Institute rather than to its Friends

—

Troubles—Unhandsome Retort—Friends of the Mammon of Iniquity

—

The Foundress in danger of Arrest—Amusing Occurrences—Letter on
Confirmation—On Qualifications necessary for a Sister of Mercy—On a

Change, of Superiors.

THE first convent which Mother McAuley founded from

St. Mary's, Baggot Street, was at Kingstown, a very

pretty village or town near Dublin, which exchanged its

ancient name, Dunleary, for its present commonplace one

when George IV. landed on its shores a few years before.

It was still very generally called by its older and prettier

name in 1833, when the holy foundress was asked to ex-

tend the benefits of her Institute to its poor, sick, and ig-

norant.

The circumstances under which this filiation was made
were peculiar : In the first quarter of the present century

a richly-freighted vessel had been wrecked in sight of Dun-
leary Harbor, and, though not a passenger was left alive to

tell the fate of the crew, the cargo was, to a great extent,

uninjured and could be traced to living owners. The
clergy forbade their flocks to appropriate any of this rich

booty, and urged the sailors and fishermen of the vicinity

to assist in saving it for its owners, who would, of course,

be obliged to allow a just compensation for their labor.

But this rightful order had in several instances been dis-

64
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obeyed, and the culprits refused to make restitution. The
pastors were obliged to resort to very severe measures.

An excommunication was threatened, and probably issued,

against the plunderers. But they continued obstinate, and

were rearing their children in ignorance of that religion

whose precepts they refused to obey, thus separating their

families in fact, if not in name, from the fold of Christ.

Archbishop Murray and several other zealous persons

represented to the foundress the spiritual destitution and

moral degradation of these poor creatures, who, though

within a few miles of the refined capital, were leading a

careless, half-savage life, as if they felt themselves beyond

the pale of Christianity and civilization.

At his grace's request Mother McAuley went out to

Kingstown, and, upon examination, found the reality much
worse than the description. Rev. William Walsh, after-

wards Archbishop of Halifax, was then stationed as curate

at Kingstown, and was most zealous in endeavoring to pro-

mote the reformation of the parish. He earnestly besought

her to establish a school, which she consented to do, pro-

vided she met with such co-operation as would not leave

the whole expense to her. The parish priest was too old

and too infirm to cope successfully with the local difficul-

ties, and he at first refused to assist her plans except by his

patronage. Ultimately he offered " to do something "—an

oracular phrase which the curate somewhat liberally inter-

preted as a sort of promise from a man of few words, who
might reasonably be expected to do more than he said

;

and the wretched state of many of the poor had so strongly

excited her sympathy that she could not refuse to assist

them. At her sole expense she purchased Sussex Place

House, a beautiful residence on the beach, with ground

sufficient for schools. So prosperous was the opening of

this new convent that the Sisters were able, in 1834, to un-

dertake the instruction of over three hundred poor chil-

dren, and it was through the innocent hearts of these dear
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little ones that they hoped to reach their hardened pa-

rents.

Sussex Place House * was now known as St. Patrick's

Convent. Six Sisters usually resided there, schools, visi-

tation of the sick, and the instruction of adults being their

chief occupations. A complete change was soon visible in

the poorer classes. Their conduct became such as to jus-

tify the ecclesiastical authorities in removing the censures

which had so long weighed upon them ; for they were now

not only practical but fervent Catholics. Reverend Mother

mentions the crowds that came to be instructed as so great

that seats could not be found for them—a circumstance that

afforded her immense consolation.

St. Patrick's became very useful to the foundress as a

sort of training-school for those among her flock whom she

selected as possessing the qualifications necessary for the

irksome and responsible office of superior. Most of the

earlier members who were subsequently chosen for distant

foundations served here their apprenticeship to the difficult

art of governing. Indeed, it came to be a generally receiv-

ed opinion that whoever could manage in Kingstown would

succeed anywhere. But, as will be seen, even the best

generalship St. Mary's could supply failed for a time here.

The establishment of the Sisters at Kingstown showed,

too, that it was evidently their destiny to spread beyond St.

Mary's, for now applications began to come from many

quarters, which Mother McAuley was for the present unable

to supply. A storm of opposition was raised against the

"new nuns." Why should they spread into other places

when they were neither confirmed nor approved at Rome,

and had not even yet a Rule by which to live ? This was

partially true. Archbishop Murray had received permission

and sanction from Rome for their establishment in 1827.

* Sussex Place House had a very conventual appearance and was close to the

church, which obviated the necessity of a chaplain, as the Sisters heard Mass there

every day. It used to be called the long-fronted mansion.
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In June, 1830, a Rescript of Indulgences, dated May 23,

1830, had been received by the Sisterhood from Pope Pius

VIII. Very Rev. Dr. Whelan, a Carmelite father, after-

wards Bishop of Bombay, was the bearer of this favor.

Mother McAuley was desirous of obtaining the approba-

tion of the Holy See, but feared it was rather premature to

apply for it as yet. But the opposition now raised against

her Institute with such violence, and coming from parties

worthy of respect—pious clergy and laity—was calculated

not merely to deter postulants from joining it, but also to

disturb and embarrass the consciences of those who had

already made vows in it. She therefore laid the whole case

before the archbishop, who, at her instance, immediately

applied to Rome for a formal approbation. This was gra-

ciously granted in the form of a letter to his grace, which

was received on the Feast of the Finding of the Holy Cross,

May 3, 1835. This favor was due rather to the opponents

than to the friends of the Institute, so wonderful are the

ways of God. With bis solemn approbation His Holiness

Gregory XVI. sent his Apostolic Benediction to the foun-

dress and her associates. The following is an extract from

the document which brought such joy to the young Institute

on that bright May morning, 1835 :

" A society of holy women, called Sisters of Mercy,
having been established in Dublin, the Sacred Congrega-
tion has deemed it fit to recommend and approve the same.

The confirmation of the Rules and Constitutions of the

same society is hereafter mentioned.

March 24, 1835.

" To the Most Illustrious and Most Reverend Lord, Daniel
Murray, Archbishop of Dublin :

"Your lordship will comprehend directly, without any
words of mine, how the Sacred Congregation and our Most
Holy Lord approve of the resolution taken by that most
holy woman, Catherine McAuley, of instituting a society of

women which, from the works that it prescribes to itself, is

designated ' of Mercy ' ; for I omit mentioning how praise-
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worthy that society must be whose very work has for its

object more especially to help the poor, to assist the sick,

and to protect by every exercise of charity those women
whose virtue is endangered.

" I should only say that from such an Institute both civil

society and religion itself are likely to derive the greatest

advantage. Hence the Sacred Congregation has given its

highest approval to the resolution of that holy woman, and
His Holiness has not only approved of the Institute of that

society, but has declared it truly worthy of his paternal

benevolence and of his Apostolic Benediction."

This letter, which is preserved in the archives of the pa-

rent house, is signed by the historic names, James Philip

Card. Fransoni, prefect, and Angelus Mai, secretary.

This approbation, from the highest source, was inex-

pressibly consoling to the. Sisters, and inspired them with

new ardor to advance their own perfection and the inte-

rests of Jesus.

Although the eccentricities or peculiarities of the ancient

pastor of Kingstown, Rev. Mr. S , occasionally made
several difficulties, yet, on the whole, things went on rather

pleasantly at the Kingstown establishment for about four

years. The curates, Rev. Messrs. Walsh and Kavanagh,

were most kind and attentive, and took the greatest interest

in the schools, which were always full to overflowing. No
definite arrangement seems to have been effected regarding

the school buildings. There appears to have been misun-

derstanding on both sides. Mother McAuley considered

the pastor the debtor, and he regarded her as the responsi-

ble party. Meanwhile the debt continued to accumulate.

This and other disagreeable circumstances combined to

make St. Patrick's, despite the great good effected, a source

of most painful anxiety to the holy foundress. It was not

always easy to supply Sisters suited to the peculiarities of

the place, and a change could not be made without diffi-

culty.

Very little gratitude was shown the good mother for all she
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had done for the place, and very little appreciation seemed

to be made of her labors by those whom, perhaps, they most

benefited. "What better use could the rich old woman

make of her money ? " was the rather unhandsome retort of

a reverend gentleman (who had never made a similar use of

his own) when the presiding Sister represented to him the

great interest the foundress had taken in the Kingstown

establishment, and the expense at which she had maintain-

ed it. He saw clearly enough that no better use could be

made of money than to devote it to the morale religious,

and industrial training of the poor, yet he would not emu-

late her example. But she had now become poor. She

had made unto herself friends of the mammon of iniquity.

She had lent her money to the Lord. At the very period

when the Kingstown incumbent accused her of hoarding

up fabulous sums she was obliged, in order to build an

addition to the House of Mercy, to encroach on the con-

vent funds—a step which only an extraordinary emergency

could justify. As in the case of the chaplaincy difficulties,

to which we shall again refer, Archbishop Murray, the most

cautious of men, declined to interfere, and Mother McAuley

was obliged to consult once more an exalted friend and

father, who never wearied in well-doing, especially when

he could serve her or her Institute—Most Rev. Michael

Blake, Bishop of Dromore. He advised her, in case Mr.

S refused to come to any accommodation, to relinquish

St. Patrick's, for a while at least.

In 1838 legal proceedings were commenced against

"Catherine McAuley, spinster," for the recovery of the

debt contracted in erecting the Kingstown schools. The

dear spinster had become responsible by satisfying the

claim of a poor creditor. By paying part of the debt she

had acknowledged herself a debtor, or, as Mr. S termed

it, "committed herself."

" I am now," she writes to a Sister, " hiding from a per-

son who says he wants to serve a paper personally on me.
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I am really afraid to stay five minutes in the parlor. Every

man that appears near the premises is kept at an awful dis-

tance and subjected to a close scrutiny by my dear Sister

Teresa " (the portress).

The whole affair seemed so eminently ridiculous that it

furnished recreation to all the houses for many a day.

Gentlemen, relatives of the Sisters, who happened to call

during this crisis, were mystified at the furtive and suspi-

cious glances of which they were the objects, and the ex-

planations demanded before they were invited to cross the

threshold. And they were amused to learn that the inno-

cent portress, who in most instances did not know one

man from another, suspected every stranger of being the

dreaded process-server, and behaved accordingly. The

ludicrous incidents which occurred at this period made

some new recreation for the Sisters every day. " This state

of things, as you may suppose," wrote Mother McAuley,
" lias caused more laughing than crying here."

In connection with Kingstown, as with all her other

houses, the holy foundress showed her ardent love for the

great Sacrament of Confirmation, and her zeal for having

the candidates with whom the Sisters had to do most care-

fully prepared -for its reception. She constantly impressed

upon her children the awful importance of this sacrament

as the guardian and strengthener of the precious gift of

faith, and she was never absent from a confirmation ad-

ministered in any department of her Institute, or failed to

assist in preparing the children and adults herself, till she

went to Cork the second time, September, 1837 ; and all

the business she had to transact on that difficult founda-

tion could not deter her from writing to the presiding Sis-

ter at Kingstown to stir up her zeal in the interest of the

confirmation class :

" My dear Sister M. Elizabeth : I trust in God you
all continue well.

" I suppose you are preparing your children for confirma-
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tion. You will not forget to make them repeat the Hymn
of the Holy Ghost very often and the ej.iculatory prayers.

. . . You must make them understand well the nature of

the sacrament, the gifts and graces it imparts—which de-

pend so much on the preparation. Impress [on them]
particularly the great necessity of a pious and good prepa-

ration, that the sacrament can be received but once, and
that if the benefit be now lost they can never receive it

again. I have always found this to produce good effects.

Do all you can to get them to understand the nature of the

retreat for ten days before; tell them how far they can
practise it ; but, above all things, [inculcate the necessity of]

constant and fervent prayer. ... I am sure you know ail

this, and would not fail to put it in practice ; but I like to

help you.* What a comfort it would be to me to see them
all [the children] ! Give my most affectionate love to my
dear Sister M. de Chantal, Sister M. Genevieve, Sister M.
Ursula, and Sister Maher. I hope Lucy is getting better.

" May God preserve and bless you all

!

"Your ever-affectionate mo'her in Christ,
" M. C. McAuley.

" P.S. Sister M. Clare [Moore] desires her affectionate

love to all ; also Sister M. Josephine [YVarde], Sister Mary
Anastasia [McGauley], and Sister M. Cecilia [Marmion].
I suppose your garden looks beautiful, as everything does
at this season. My love to the children."

The following letter, dated September 5, 1836, was prob-

ably written from Kingstown. It is a reply to a priest who,

having a candidate to send, wished to hear from herself

something about the qualifications generally requisite for a

Sister cf Mercy as regards visiting the sick. The impor-

tance Mother McAuley attaches to externals—voice, coun-

tenance, manner of reading, etc.—is highly characteristic :

" Reverend Sir : I have been favored with a letter from
you which I should have answered immediately, but I ex-

pected the lady [to whom the letter referred] to call, and

* Mother Elizabeth, when impressing on her Sisters in Limerick the necessity of pre-

paring children and adults most carefully for confirmation, used to read the above letter

as a sort of text for her instructions on the subject.
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am only just now informed by the Sister who presides in my
absence that Miss Wilson has returned to the country.

" In compliance with your desire, reverend sir, I shall

submit what seems 'generally requisite for a Sister of

Mercy.' Besides an ardent desire to be united to God and
to serve the poor, she must feel a particular interest for the

sick and dying, otherwise the duty of visiting them would
become exceedingly toilsome. She should be healthy, have
a feeling, distinct, impressive manner of reading,* a mild
countenance expressive of sympathy and patience; and
there is so much to be acquired as to reserve and recollec-

tion in passing through the public ways, caution and pru-

dence in the visits [to the sick, public institutions, etc.], that

it is desirable they [the candidates] should begin rather

young, before habits and manners are so long formed as not

to be likely to alter. I beg again to remark that this is

what seems generally necessary.
" I am aware that exceptions may be met, and that when

there is a decided preference for the Order, and other es-

sential dispositions, conformity in practice may be accom-
plished at any period of life.

" Recommending myself and community to your prayers,

"I remain, reverend sir, very respectfully, etc.,

"M. C. McAuley."

The following will be found useful and interesting. It is

an extract from a letter written to a Sister at Kingstown

when a change of superiors had occurred—a circumstance

which often proves a great cross, especially to the young :

" I am sincerely interested for you, and would give a good

deal to be able to peep in at you occasionally and see how

* Mother McAuley valued good reading more than any other external accomplish-

ment, and had the reading of the Sisters most carefully attended to, especially in the

novitiate. She appointed spiritual reading as a community exercise, and usually read

the daily lectures herself. Her own method of reading was so delightful that it ren-

dered the most familiar subjects new to the listeners. " Whoever," says Mother

M. V. Hartnett, " had the happiness of hearing her admitted that they never heard

reading comparable to hers." Writing and composition came next in importance
;

every choir Sister was obliged to " transcribe " for a quarter of an hour, and to read

aloud for the same space, daily. It would seem as though the " ologies " of our day

have been fatal to fine reading and good writing, which are by no means as common
among what are styled "the educated classes " as they were in Mother McAuley's

time.
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you walk before God on this occasion. It is of little mo-

ment, my dear child, what letters spell the name or what

voice or features distinguish the person who conducts you to

God in the way of your vocation. He can soon bend and

change, and form and re-form, any of His creatures to fit

them for the purposes He designs. You will, I know be

animated and delighted at this opportunity of showing that

it is God alone whom you love and serve. And then the

promise made to those who follow Christ will be realized

—the bitter things will be made sweet, and the sweet bitter,

because they [the sweets of "this life] are not conformable

to our dear mortified Saviour."

There is a wealth of spiritual advice in these few lines.






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































