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DEDICATION

Hamilton, Madison, Jefferson and Franklin are bukt a few who provided the
framework for the new nationm . . . the United States of America. But
through the sacrifices, the spirit and hard toil of our ancestors and
like them that made the country strong. This book is dedicaked to the
of four such often forgotten Americans: John and Martha Nordwell, and

and Anna Scouller

®
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. my great grandparents.
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Thoras
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The Stories

The stories were compiled through interviews with the eldest members of

two covers if it weren’t for the generous giving
of our past. To them go my thanks and I'm sure

the respective families, and from family records, official documents, such as
property deeds, church records and military records and history bocks.

Special thanks go to:

Winnie Nordwell Stevens
Melburn "Nick” Wordwell
Lilly Scouller Jacob of

of Goldendale, Washington
of Goldendale, Washington
Yazkima, Washington

Thomas Scouller of Camamo Island, Washington
Exrnie Scouller of Oak Harbor, Washington

Bonnie Nordwell Barton of Centralia, Washington
Elsie Purviance Eschbach of Yakima, Washington
Anna Nordwell Kingery of Elma, Washington

Helen Nordwell Bateman of Chehalis, Washington
Hugh and Merline Mason of Centralia, Washington

Gladys Mason Madoche of

Montesano, Washington

Mary Nordwell Roderick of Elma, Washington

Edith Nordwell Roderick

of Montesano, Washington

Ernie Nordwell of Port Angeles, Washington



Photographs

It's been said that photos are worth a thousand words. They certainly
provide great wmemories and more vivid detail than my written words: 1In
conjunction with the interviewing I got into taking a photo of old family
pictures. The brave souls who entrusted me with their priceless treasures are:

Lilly Jacob of Yakima who has Thomas Scouller's old photos

Winnie Stevens of Goldendale who has Olaf Nordwell's photos

Bonnie Barton of Centralia who has Oscar's and John P. Nordwell's photos

Elsie Eschbach of Yakima who has Scouller and Toy photos

Kathleen Weise of Alix Canada who has old Scouller photos

Hugh and Merline Mason of Centralia who has Hazel Mason's photos

Lessie Washington of Seattle who has Lester Nordwell's photos

Karen Burns of Shelton who has some of Ernie Nordwell's photos

And the five other Nordwells; Anna, Helen, Mary, Edith and Ernie who
shared their family photos

From these people 500 or so family photos have been gathered. The
collection includes a proof sheet of each roll taken, negatives and a log
identifying each photo. The photo's in the book are representative. With
negatives in hand, any photo can be had for the price of a reprinting: 30 to
40 cents today.

For those interested in looking over the photos and possibly ordering
some I'11 be figuring out how to make them available. Xeep in touch!

The sad truth is history fades in color. You've probably seen a twenty
year old cclor print with that washed out look. Well technology has finally
caught up with the fading photo. It's called video taping. 1ts cheap, quick
and video film does not use chemicals or magnetic tapes that can destroy
color. Photo labs in Olympiaz charge about a $1.00 per minute of video taping
and hold on each photo for & to 8 seconds. That works out to about 7 per
minute or 15 cents each. You may want to consider having your more important
color photos video taped before fading sets in.

The Maps

The maps were obtained from the Department of Transportation of the
states involved. They offer excellent detail, large scale, and are not
copyrighted and thus can be reproduced freely. The information I put onto the
maps were obtained from county records, Metsker maps and from the people who
related family stories.
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The Family Charts

A lot of work, by others than myself, have gone into these all important
documents. Gloria Roderick Park did the original Nordwell family tree which
was later updated by Cheryl Xarboski. To these efforts T°ve added earlier
generations with the aid of Starr Genealogical 8Serviece., The Toy family
prepared a chart in the 1940°s. Relevant portions have been used, and again
earlier generations were added with informakion obtained from Starr
Genealogical. The early Scouller charts were compiled by Elsie Purviance
Eschbach of Yakima and Merel Hall of Australia. Information on the more
recent generations and updating of existing charts were coordinated through
the eldest member of the regpective family.

Typing

Text - Cheryl Karboski

The Family Charts of Pete & Ruby Nordwells nine children - Cheryl Karbeski
All other charks - Mary Nordwell Roderick

Mapping & Photo's - Coellesen Warfe . . . a non-relative

Errors and Bad Grammar - Ralph Rederick, the author
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INTEODUCTION

Lis been fun compiling our family history. The Nordwells and Scoullers
in the late 1800°s left Europe and traveled an interesting but hard rocad into
the modern era. Like any history though 1t’s never truly complete. More
facks await discovery, details seek clarvification, errors wait correction and
new borns are anxious ko be listed om the family genealogical chart.

To the extent possible, I've tried to provide for future information and
changes. For example, maps have been inecluded where families have been
verified to have lived and also reportedly lived. For the latter, once :the
specific location becomes known it will be a simple matter tc mark it om the
map. Spaces in the family charts have been left blank in the hopes that new
information will be found.

T choose this particular style of binding for three reasons. It opens
flac, 1t 1s one of the least expensive and more importantly most prinkt shops
can open 1t up, punch holes in new pages you may want to add and reassemble in
about five minutes. Alsc, if the binding becomes tight as things are added it
can easily be replaced with a larger one.

Talking about adding things, if you come across family information, have
family records, know of births and deaths and so on please send me a copy of
the specifics. Periodically I will see that the information is written up and
sent to everyone. My address is on the title page.

Chapter 21 " . . . The Next Generation” is intended as a place where
stories of your family can be continued. If you write something for this I

would also appreciate a copy.

History records and explains past events. But facts alone do not tell

the story. TFor instance - Fact: 1869 Wyoming becomes the first state to
adopt women suffrage. Wyoming! With scme reservation I figured there must
have been a strong progressive population there at the time. Wrong!
Reality: Women suffrage was only a fringe issue in the vote, With men out

numbering women six to one they voted for suffrage in hopes of enticing women
to their wilderness.

ix



In their little way, the Wordwells and Scoullers shaped history by being
a part of it. Just how they viewed, what we now call history, can not be
known for sure., Times and situations certainly change how things are judged.
For example, poor farmers in Europe often looked upen another child as another
mouth to feed, When they came to America where food was plentiful, a new
child was a pleasure and grew to become a healthy and an important addition.
R, Bartlett in his book The New Country, A Social History (1974, pp 362-363)
described the families importance and structure in these words:

"The family was of especial importance in the new country, for it
was the one scciazl structure that provided stability. It antedated
the coming of government, law and order, schools and churches. When
children were orphaned due to disease, accident, or Indian
depredations, or left destitute by desertion, it was not all wunusual
for a mneighboring family to take them in and raise them with their
own. The land was bountiful, and another mouth or even severzl more
to feed constituted no great problem, while extra hands at the
harvest and more helpmates in the kitchen just about compensated for
the expense.

Generalizations are very questionable inm such cases as this, but
the best description of the new country family is that it was an easy
going, pleasant unit, a haven of love and companionship in which the
bond of c¢ommon blood was 8o deeply understood that the insipid
manifestations of affection were seldom seen. This led some
observers to describe the American family as cold and unresponsive, a
gstrange social unit in which members would leave for distant places
with no more tham a stake of the hand, where ‘the father of the
frontier bride gave her a bed, a lean horse, and some good advice,
and having discharged his duty . . . returned to work.' But in fact,
wrote Arthur Calhoun, this apparently frigid attitude was ‘evidently
due . . . to the economic largeness of the new world which made
family wealth and backing less significant . . . The abundant
opportunities of the new country, the relative eace of getting along,
the certainty that the children would be able to find good openings,
tended to loosen family attachments . . . The family ceased to be an
economic unit; each member could follow a calling to taste.'

In such a family children grew up very quickly. By age four they
could carry a bucket and collect the eggs from the nests of the hens
in the barn; a little later the boys could harness a horse, yoke up a
team of oxen, they learned to plant and weed and harvest, to milk
cows and slaughter a few pigs after the first frost, to butcher them,
salt them down, and preserve the meat. The handling of gun and axe
came with growing up."



‘I

Romanticizing the past ie fun but the faect is that into the 1900°s our
families, even those fairly well off, lived an austere life. At least judging
from todays standards. They had few, if any, of our material conveniences. On
the other hand they did not suffer from the lack of things they could net
envision.

As you read the pages ahead, try if you will, to put your feet into the
shoes of your grandparents, great grandparents, aunts or uncles. As you slip
on the shoes keep in mind that society today is not what the early Norvdwells
and Scoullers experienced, Until the 1930°'s food was lavgely a do-it-yourself
family affair, as was medicine and doctoring, excepk for the most serious
illnesses.

Most of our ancestors farmed and lived, at least from our perspective, in
igolated rural areas. Eking out an existence without medern mechanization
required hard work and 12 hours a day, Vacations, let alone a couple of days
off, were far and few between. Until the advent of the automobile, %raveling
more than 5 miles from home was a big event, Even with an automobile, trips to
town were weekly at best. Entertainment was not at the push of a stereo or
television button. Light came only from the sun or by homemade candle or
lantern. Neighbors did not exploit neighbors for profit. If you fell ill or
suffered an accident and could not do the seeding, haying or what ever, the
neighbors gathered and did the work without compensation. All that was asked
in return was themselves to be helped ian their turn. News traveled very slowly
by word of mouth and letter, and later by weekly newspapers. It wasn't until
the 1920°s or so that the radic and telephone reached rural populations. We
often think of people who have to wake their own clothes as poor. Today rthat
would be true but earlier, reality was there were few ready to wear clothes
available. What there was was relatively expensive and only the truly well off
could afford more than a set of "Sunday best." When a house burned down they
did not fight with the insurance company, they grabbed hammer and saw and builtg
a2 new home. Our early European ancestors view Lerrain as an cobstacle to travel
and waterways a convenlence. Today, with bulldozers and automobiles the
opposite 1is Etrue.

Qur early families were roocted in Scotland, Ireland and Sweden. The
abbreviated chart on the following page illustrates how we became family. The
family and its many subfamilies are subjects of the charts, words and photos
that lie ahead.
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THE SCOULLERS IN SCOTLAND
Jogseph Scouller; John Scouller & Margaret Brown;
John Scouller, Margaret Osborn and family

"London John” is our first known Scottish ancestor. According to kerel
Hall, 2 relative in Australia, John Scouller traveled relatively frequently to
London . . . a 400 mile Journey such as this was so arduous that few peoplz
made the trip until the rail line between Glasgow and London wag complzied in
1848. Those tripes earned John the nickname "London Johu™ back home.

John waz born in the early 1700%s, which was about the time Scoitland
reluctantly came under British rule. The Scots had spent 250 years fighting
wars to retain their independence but finally gave 1n. They were given 7%
geats in the 260 seat British Parliament.

In 1738 John married Jean Semple. Just how many children they had is not
known but Jogeph was born in 1738 and a James in 1740, Joseph is in our
bloodline and he awud his wife (name unknown) operated a grain wmnill, the
Craigmill at Eagt Kilbride just south of Glasgow (see Scotland map). The mill
no longer exists, Joseph's family 1s believed to have had six children
including John who was born May 30, 1769 at Craigmill. ‘

Thies John married Margaret Brown probably in 1802 or 1803. Thils new
generation of Scoullers included a John and at least four other children. The
family settled at the Kittoch Mill which is a few miles north of East
Kilbridge. The mill itself is gone but the house remains. In 1981 Lt, Col,
and Mrs, H. Jordan owned the home. Thelr address is Busby Road, Carmunnock,
G76 9BJ, Scotland. The Kittoch Mill house 1s the birthplace of John Scouller
(1804}, the father of Thomas Scouller who lived in Yakima, Washington until
his death in 1940,

The new John Scouller also married a Margaret, who was the daughter of
Robert Osborne and Jane Strachan. They marrled in Auvgust of 1830 and
proceeded to have eleven children; eight sons including a John, and thrse
daughters, Including a Margaret. Not long after their marriage they settled
at Gardrum Mill a few miles north of the Fenwick Village. John was a farmer
and miller at Gardrum for fifty years.
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SCOTLAND
AYRSHIRE (COUNTY) OF THE STRATCLYDE REGION

Approzimate Scale: 1 inch = ¢ miles

>, ‘Glasgow

W,;’f% APaisley
___,—-“/ b .

‘ Butherglen

Bar nhead

5 B

o
Craufurdland Castle

Loudoun 7
) Castle
an . : '®) Newnilns .. A71 .
RKilmaraock Galston
.ﬁmenken Of the Bcotland places listed on the Scouller

family charts, These places were located:
East Kilbride just south of Glasgow, home in
the 1750's and 1760°'s? and site of the
Craigmill; Carmunnock just south of Glasgow,
heme in the late 1700°'s and early 1800°s and
site of the Kittoch Mill; and Gardrum Mill
just north of Fenwick, home from the 1830°'s
into the 1880°s. ‘The Crawfundland Castle is
just south of Fenwick.



In the early 1800's gt i
began flooding European wmarkets, inmcluding Scotland. Parlisment passed the
Corn Laws in 1815 to help stem the tide. By the 1840's thera was a strong
Antil-Corn movement. In & nation of extrems poverty these activist felt import
restrictions brought higher prices and more hardships for the poor. In 1844
seventy-four Ayrshire (Ayr county) farmers including John Scouller, signed a
petition aimed at stopping the Anti-Corn Law League. The petition was written
up In the Journal of Local Events, Annals of Femwick., Just why the article is
titled: "The Farmers Black-Listed” is unclear. One possibility is that any
political dissent was frowned on, even something as simple as petitioning the
government to take action,

reg, primarvlly from the U,5. and Austrralis

The following black list contains the names of those who signed
a requisition te the Lord Lieutensnt, %o ecall a county meseting of
agricultural iInterest, for the purpose of keeping on the presant
Corn Laws, and to stop, as far as possible, the agitating of the
Anti-Corn Law League. The requisition, and the names of those who
gigned 1t in thls parish, are extracted from an advertizsement in
"Ayr Observer™:

"To the Right Hon. the Earl of Eglinton and Wigton, Lord
I.ieutenant of the County of Ayr: My Lord, We, the undersigned,
congider that 1t is incumbent on the agriculturists of Ayrshire
to adopt measures for the purpose of effectuwally counteracting
the Injurious proceeds of the Anti-Corn Law League, and of
maintaining that protection to native agriculture, to which our
country owes so much of its prosperity and greatness, do hereby
request that your Lordship will convene, for an early day, a
meeting of owners and occuplers of land, and others, belongings
to the County of Ayr, who concur with us in the foregoing
sentiments and objects.”

James Marchland, Hill
William Wallace, Drumhead
James Young, Hairshaw

George Wallace, Hairshaw Mill
James Craig, Ralthburn

John Adams, Lightmoor

John Kerr, Righilel

Hugh Wyllie, Paudhouse

{ohp S;ch}ouilLer9 Gaﬁdrum Mill

We have thought it proper to give a correct list of the names
of the persons who signed this much talked of requisition., It
appeared strange to the public that so many men should have signed
it, who were professed reformers and dissenters. The tendency of
our times appears to be more for self than for public interest. The
farmers in particular, of late, have become more affluent, and with

their affluence they have lost thelr independence, A great portion
of them will now bow to the will of their landlord whatever that may



be.  They are fast becoming soll-bound serfs ready to sacrifice
every opinien or principle, of their “Laird™ wills it,

We would not include all the farmers, bowever, in thls sweeping
charge. There are many noble exceptions. A good number rvefused to
slgn this requisition. To the honour of the farmers oo the
Crawfordland estate, be 1t recorded that wot & single individual
would sign it. c

Without a doubt the Secoullers were a family of millavs. At Sardrum MiLL,
Johy was & farmer ag well as a miller. They had & grainery, a dairy and
cheege factory. Harley and vats were ground into meal, Flour and animal
feed. The wmills were a focal point of rhe rural peighborhocd. The wmill
operators were generally the more prosperous of the farmersz. The Seoullers
were no exception as ¢an be seen from the photos. These srve quite Impressive
homes, especlally when you consider that as late as rthe 1920%'s half of all
Scotish familiez lived in one or two room homes, ‘The wmill at Gavdrum is pone
bur the hupe grinding stone remains and the stone house loovks today as it d4id
in the 1850°s. The house has a large central area and twe wings. Typleally
these farme included seweral outbuildings and 4 house or two for emplovees.

el v

Kittock Mili home

Gardrum ¥Mill hpuse . . . palnting
commissioned by Robari Scoullsr before he left
Far pustralis in the 18507s



& Costles Mysteryl

A castls cocassoonally poped ap in conversations aboul the Booullers.,  Home
talked of an old castle & buried treasure:; obthers heard they may have lived at
a castls.

vhis photo of Themas Sceullert has been identified asg the Crawfurdland Costle,
whirh dates back to the 12007s, is just south of Fenwick (see map)., HMrs.
gouison-Crawlfurd, ths current owner, responded to my inguiry this way: “Have
looked through what few records we have but can £ind no mention of sither the
name Scoular or Osbarne as tenant, servants of having been palid to do work
Thers has never been, as far as T know, a mill or cheese factory on the

hare.
what, Lf anv, importance that thisg or ancther casitle was to the

estate.
family remaing a mysteryl

B e S e

The Bcoullers witasssed, sod undoubredly were affscted by, rhe coming of
the fmdustrial rewvslution., It was in full gear 1o che early 1800's and
touched evaryvones Lives Ilocluding the farmer., Blasmenthal and Qzer In thalx

ook Coming to Ameriea —— Tmmiprants from the British lsles described the
Lransition thiz way:

"intil the 1800's the favmer had worked the land in puch the
same way ag thelr apcestors in the HMiddle Ages. Farmers cultivated
strips of land scattered among warlous open fields, rather than
gingle, enclosed plots. They used anclent tools, fhe spade, hog,
slokle, and wooden plow. Bach rural family had vhe right bto graze
its livestook on common pastuares and bn gather Fivewood from common
Land, The agrisultusal system was dpefliclent, bur It provided
sdequate, If crude, livelihossd,




This began to change toward the end of the eighteenth century.
Some larger landowners started to experiment with advanced metheds
of farming and animal husbandry. New 1inventicens, 1like the
horse-drawn drill seeder, could far outstrip a farmer sowing seed by
hand, Landowners rotated crops and used fertilizers to increase the
harvests. They attempted to 1mprove their livestock by selective
breeding.

This kind of agriculture required using land in a way that was
at odds with the old system. At the urging of the progresesive and
generally  prosperous landowmers, Parliament emacted further
enclosure laws, which broke up the open—-field system. Land
commissions assigned farmers plots of land, which the new owners
then enclosed by fences or hedges. Sheep owmers took much of the

land for pasture. Small farmers often ended up with lezs land than
before, and some, who could not preduce proof of their rights to the
fields they had been working, got ne land at all. The poorest
villagers, who had relled on grazing their small stock on the
commons, now had no pasture. And as the land became more productive
with new machines and methods, fewer laborers were needed to work it.

Industry, too, was transformed. Until the late 1700's most
industries were ‘cottage industries.’' Spluners, weavers, potters,
metal workers, and other artlsans generally worked in their homesz or
in small village shops. But then new inventions changed all that.
The spinning jenny and the power loom gave blrth to the textile wmiil.

This was the beginning of the industrizl revolution. It
produced more food for an expanding population; greater work
opportunities for the laboring class and provided a better Income
for some than they had made at the home loom or forge. Eut it rang
the death knell for the Independent artisan. Workers were now
dependent on industrialist for their livelihood and 1ndustrialist
made the most of this dependence by expleiting itheir laborers.
Fourteen- to sixteen- hour workdays were common for adults and
children.”

The Fenwlck area 13 still agricultural aund 1s well known of
cheesemaking. In earlier times Devon Cattle and dalry farming were main
industries along with sheep and grain. Fenwick, itzelf, was and 1s still
noted for its many looms and fine weavers. Some of the local coler and the
bluntness of thelr everyday 1life are revealed in their printed word. Again
from the Annals of Fenwick (1844):

“March lat: Mary Wilson, widow of the late Alexander Gordon,
died. There was mnothing very particular in Mary’s 1ife or
character, She 1l1lived to the age of 88 years, and saw her
great—-grandchildren. The most part of her 1ife was spent in
poverty, besldes having great family calamitles to struggle with,
She had a way of prefacing everythling she sald with, ‘By my faith!®’
For instance, she would say: 'By my faith, the only comfort a poor
body has 1ia to get a drap warm kale {broth) on a sabbath day.’

Her husband was a stoug, little, old Highlandman. He was for
many years a bowlman and egg cadger in hisz parish.



At the Crawfordland pl ng match, held on the 19th, John
Stevenson, servant with An Gemmiil, Aikenhead, ook the 1st
prize. David Resd, servant thew Gemmill, Wyllieland, the

2nd. William Barr, Marchbank, Taylor, Burnhead, &th

Jamet Cameron gave birth to & son, February 17th, The reputed
father is Walter 0sborne, servant in CGardrum Mill. The young man,

however, denies that it is his, though nobody bellieves him,”
b i s
Could it be that Walter UOsborne was a velative of Meavgaret Osborne

Scouller?

John and Margaret apparently spent adult life at
John was last ligted in the Kllmarnock directory as a wmiller at
in 1879. Earlier he had been listed as a farmer and miller, He died in 1884
t age B0, a vear after Margavet died al age 73. Walier, their youngest ch
toock over the mill operaticn, He was listed as a2 miller at CGardrum M11ll
the 1882 directery and was last listed in the 1884-5 directory. In 1886
Walter and his fawmily left for Camada. With the departure, mill operation
apparently ceased. In the 1887-8 directory the Gardrum Mill was listed under
Farms with R. Forrest as occupant. The current resident is Mrs
whose husband’s family bought the property 60 years ago.

In Scotlapd, social apnd religious life was important and claogely tied o
the state controlied Presbyterian Church. The latter half of the 1800°s came
to be kmown as the Victoriam Age. Margaret Black, John and E’"w"ret
Scouller’s 8th child, had reminisced about her life to Her granddaughter Le
Cossar. Mrs. Black died 1n Scotland in 1943 at age 98, Her thoughte g
impression of the mores of the iime and of women's 1life during t
Margaret enjoyed "The Peoples Friend” as they were “. . . nice clean
storles,” In the 1930°'s she was worrled about her granddaughters reading
about divorces in "Good Houpekeeping” magazines. Her comment on the love
affair of The Prince of Wales and Mrs. Swipsom wag; "If only she had been a
decent widow.” Of her marrisge, she wsaid it was slavery. Her husband
unfortunately was a typical dominating spouse of the Victorian Age,

The Church was important. The early Scoullers likely thought of
themselves more as a resident of Fenwlck Parish than Ayrshire. The Fenwick
Parish church dates back to 1643 but is in excellent conditlon today. Several
Scouller headstones are in the churchyard. A stone, erected by John to
memorialize the passing of several members of the fawmlly, etands against the
stone fence facing the chureh. The stone reads:



"Erected by
Jobn Scouller, Gardram Mill
1n Affectionate Remembrance of
wy wife
Margaret Osborne
whoe died LOth Feb, 1886, Aged 73
Alse of his zons

Jogaph
DMed Bth April 1856, aged 10 years
John

Died im Australla, 23rd Feb. 1867, age 36

Also of
Isahella Riptoul
wife of Thomag Scouller
wha died 24th May 1877, Aged 21
and thelr daughter

1SARELLS 2K

Wiy g TRMME »00
wosper it By 3":"?, LT
R THES BRELECT

flizabet R
Died 1ith June, 1877, Aged 3 months N
The Above ,
John Scouller v
For 30 years Millesr in Gardrum L1l .o .
Died 15th Mareh 1B84, Aped 80 vears T

David Scoullsr
Ded I2nd Feb L8866, Aged 30 years

There are also separate stones for Joseph, John (age 1% and Blizabeth.
srher stonss mark the paszing of Johu's brother Jumes and slster, Agnss
{Boyd?).

Fenwick Chorch . . .« Bcopllsr stone af lower

Jobn & Margarat Scouller of
Cavdrum MIi1l, Seotland, 18702 or right

carly 18390°=
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Froin whirh none cvar wakes to weep ; i (WIFR OF JOHN SCOULLIRY
A valm and nndisinrbed repose, 4

Unihroken by Ui Tk of faes.”™ Wha Died here, on Saturday, 101th Fehrnary,
ihroken hy Lin In =,

nt Half-pasl Six o'clack pm,
I HER T4t PRI

ABHTIEY,
Fe~wier, Tha Femeeany, 1383

T T s

Thomas Scouller who wa3 the 9th child of John and Margaret, wag born in
1847. His early yeasrs were 1likely spent with his brothers and sisters at home
helping in the w»ill and the farm. Church took up most of his Sundays and his
schooling at best was for & to B years. The State Church ran the schools and
tried to have ope in every pariah! long after Thomas was out of school, 1872,
achooling was traneferred te an elected scheol Dboard. The board gzoon
instituted compulsoiy attendance.

During his 20°s, Thomas moved a short distance teo Gardrum Hill where he
started his own farm (see Scotland Map). He is also thought to have jeiaed
the Scottish Mounties, a local volunteer militia.

On July 24, 1876 Thomas, now 29, married Isabella Rintoul who was 20. A
short time later they had a daughter, Elizabeth.

Tzabella brought with her a journal that had been in the Rintoul Ffamily
since 1827, Thomas kept the journal up from 1876 to 1885, making entrles of
the more important events of his 1ife. (Today the journal is with Hazel
Nordwell Balis' son Hugh and Merlime Mascon in Centralia, Washington,) A year
after their marriage Thomas wrote of the tragedies that struck his family:

An 1877 entry

My wife Isabellaz Rintoul died om the 27th day of May at Mill
Hill Corsock Rirkcubrightshire a7 ber Uncles Wm. Spiere from servere
bronchitis on the lungs. She has been alling the most of the gpring
from cold and broke out 1un a sore breast which had to be lanced but
the lungs were sore affected. I teok her away to her Uncles for the
change of air but she never rallied amd disd in azbout four weeks
after trusting in Jesus Christ her Redeemer.

Another 1877 entry

My daughter Elizabeth died on the 11th day of June from the
same trouble her mother had bronchitis. She took a little sick
about three weeks before she died but nothing serious until the last
week when she suffered a great deal and died at a quarter from nine

evening just itwo weeks and one day after her mother was intered in
the same grave in Fenwlck Chuichyard.

11
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Going to the New World

By the mid-1850's the new world wasn't so0 new but it certalnly had
appeal. At least slx of the Scouller childrem left Scotland. The specific
reason why they chose to leave is not known but some of the underlylng forces
that 1likely played a part have been mentioned —- a resentment of belng under
British rule, land reforms, and rapidly changing economic conditions in
agriculture. On top of these was a population boom. In 1755 there were 1.2
million people in Scotland and by 1801 there were 1.6 million. And even with
nearly a million emigrating the population exploded to 4.8 million by 1920.
Thies situwatlon was simllar to that in Sweden. There wasn't encugh good farm
land to pass down in & large family. The industrlal revolution was creating
non—-farm jobs but the promise of the new world was more appealing to farmers
than industriel wages and living in large, dirty cities. Its probably safe to
say that most would not have left if they felt they could have prospered at
home ,

12
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Jahn, the oldest soen, was the flrasr e Leeve. The psew worid fon
Avgrralia.  John appaveptiy marcied and had 8 deugbrar befove bs dfed

al age 36,

Robart was the next te pe, lesvigg In 1853 at age 21, he fellowed his
brother John to Australia. Boon after arriviag be and John are believed to
have been working in the prosperous Ballarse goldfields. Bohert seunt a small
nuggel home to his mother. Margaret had 1t put into a ring sztiing along with
sone rubles and peridots. The ring bag begen paszsed down four pemerations and
is currentiy with Merel Hall of Bepdigo, Australla.

Johrn and Robart started a £lour alll 4o Birregurea, a amall town in the
province of Victeria. After a time they sold the mill and Reobert moved to a
farm. He marvied Margarst and they proceeded to have several children., As a
resuly we now have a nultitude of Australian relastives.

James went to Davenpoert as well as Storm Lake, Iowa whers le appears Lo
have pobten inte Farwming. County vecords from the late 1380%s show that Alex
and his partners bought several Jots in town. He is thought te have a wooden
leg and have died before he was 30, Walter, his wife Alllson Shaw and
five children went to Manitoba Osunada in 1888, They farmed for forty yesrs
avar Springfisld and bad six more children. Allison died dn 1929 and Waltevw
abt Hapelridps 1n 1942, Thomas came to America in 1880 and was later ioined hy
his sister, Agnes.

woung Agnes Scoullsr in 5cotland Waltav Scouller, youngest brother
aF Thomas

13



Mother, John, Annie, Robert,
Magale & hgnes

i

Unknown . . . but locks like zome of the samg
pecple in thoss photos
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Mather Sachen, Geelong Phota
Btudio, 28 May 1884, (Thomas
seonllzrs grandmother 27)

Unknown . . . taken from a4 tin
mlate
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Robert Hcouller, a brother
Thomas

Onknown - Phato by
Glasgow
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and Helensburgh
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THOMAS SOOULLER IN THE U.8.A.
Thomas Scouller; Rgnes Scouller;
1@ John Scouller Family——Thomas, John Daniel,

Lilly, Ernest, Ross

[
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“Sailed from Glasgow May 13, 1880 and came to Storm Lake Buens Vista
County lowa in January 1881." (Thomas Scouller journal entry)

e e A BN D e e,

Thomas was 33 at the time, and as we'll see later, apparently came to buy
land and farm. By the 1880°s steamships were wused almost exclusively for
croasing fhe Atlantic so Thomas was probably on U.S. soil by May 23rd or
25th. Just where he spent the next seven months is not known. Some of the
time was 1likely spent with his brothers Alex and James in the midwest.
Perhaps he traveled arcund hunting for the "right™ place to settle,

He chose a farm in Buena Vista County not far from the town of Storm Lzke
in northwestern Towa. Buena Vista was Sioux Indian territory and it wasn't
until the early 1850°s that white settlers came to the area in strength.
Storm Lake, the town, is laid out on the north shore of the lake which is 5

™

miles long and Z miles wide and is an outlet to the Boyer River.

When Thomas came to America he had his language in his favor, English
had been the official language since the Britiash take over of Scotland. So he
was able to conduct his affairs and get about his new country better than his
non-English speaking counterparts.

Just where he landed 1s wunclear. Apparently it wasn’t far from his
brother James and an Irish Catholic family named Toy. They all lived 7 to 8
miles northeast of Storm Lake in the Grant Township (see lowa map). County
records show that on February 28, 1883 James transferred a piece of property
in Seection 17 of the Grant Township to J & I Fench,

Wherever, it wasn't long before he was courting Anna Toy, the daughter of
Neal and Rebecca Toy. The religious difference and perhaps Thomas® style
caused some concerns with Anna’s parents. One of Neal's grandchildren put the
situation intc these words: “Anna fell in love with this Scouller who was 2
Protestant. He was peculiar, my father sald, and guess the family didn't care

1s



Continued from Chapten 1

b. Nov.
d.

JOHN THOMAS SCOULLER
1z,
Marnch 28, 1967

1663 Sioam L

(78!}

ake, Towa
Vakima, Wa.

Married

Nov., i0, 1908
Yakima, Wa.

Thomas V. John Danief [Dan]® Litly Mae
b. 9/16/1909 Yakhimg b. /1171915  vyakima 6. 6/1/1916 VYakima
d. a 9/8/1955 (40] d.
Vakhima, Wa.
11/10735 Yakima

Esten £, Eastiy

Marforie Ward

David Jacob

b. 5/15/1914 b. b, 7/25/191¢
Efamene, Nebraaska Shelby, Moafana
d. d. d.
{a.
o I [ Ky
Evelyn Roase Thomas D, Baabarag * Paniel Lee® Nancy® Pavid
b. 1/ &6/1933]|b. 4/28/1934 b. b. b. b. 5/29/193¢6
Yakima, Wa |
d. d. d. d. d. d.
| |
s B o e Mot —_— =
Richard Dean Pat Eifeef Bon- Joyce Demoass
Nash IPeanson| iHatch nl nie
i I, (e b, 11/18/4¢0
nam | oud Wapato
d.
b. b. b. b. b.
d. d . d . d. d.
I !
Robert Tom Jonathan
b. 1951 b. 1950 b. 1/28/62
d. 9/5/82130) d., 1955 .
Lucinda
Panald Trina b, 5/17/¢64
b, 11/16/52 b. 9/14/56
Falina TimoZhy
b. 4/26/54 b. 1/29/5%
James Tammy Auguat, 1985
4129155 SE 7/3163 Alf dates are month/day/yeerx
7 Steven
;?72?58 b. 8/12/69 W'4 in bracke# indicate age af death.
Gregoay * Hnabfe to confact John Dandel’s foamen
§§$?59 6, g/ré/yg wife who (4 now Mas, Soden, of Naches, Wa
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MELLIE LUSBY

b. Ociober 27, 1591
| 4. Febauory 21, 1924 (921 Yakima, Wa r
|
Eanest Anthun Rose L.
b. 7/8/1918 b. 10/22/1921
Yakima, Wa. Yakima, Wa.
d. d.
1
m, 1939 IVah{ma m. 6/214 &1
Manjordie Stewanfil Lilfian Strauss Joseph Guthrie
b. b. Des Moinzs,la, b, 12/27/1919
Leon Patricda James Sharon Nelldie John Benjamdin HT
b, 4/15/40 b. 3/6/43 b, 4/4/45 6. 12/30/50 b. 5/27/41 b.i1/72474500 b, 10/20/45%
Yak ima ,Wal.] S. Seattfe | 5. Seaitfe Aubunn Seatzle Gdig Haaboa Sunnyside
d. d. d. d. d. d. d.
;
]
m 1963 mi12/31/64 m [}/4/72 ! i )
i 1
Mary Beth Tom Raygon Tenny Witzen Jimmy Degeh || Sulvia Rosa
Kiine
b. b. b. b. los Angedl] b. b.
es,
Calif,
d. d. d. d. d. d.
l I | I | I
Dion Chnis Traudis Tracy Johnny Rose
b.6/30/64 b. 9/12/65 b. 4/30/7¢ . b.
Mank Jimmy Bianca Joseph Ben
Cordnna b, 12/20/78 . b.
b, £/11/65 d. IO/I?é?;J Shane Bonny
Matthew b. b.
b. 12/29/72 Joseph .
. b. 5/20/79 Hike
Aprid b.
b, 4/4/80 Ragued
Robent
5.
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STORM LAKE, IOWA
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Thomas Scouller and his second wife, Amma Toy, farmed in Section 17 of the
Grant Township, 1881 to 1890, The speclfic location 1is yet to be
identified. Birthplace of Ruby, John, and Annz Scouller. Thomas's wife
Anna died as a result of the birth of daughter Anna. Anna‘'s parents, Nezal
(Cornelius) and Rebecca Toy, farmed in the immediate area also,

In Sectlons 11 and 12 there is a cemsetary. Could some of our relatives be
buried at one of thesze?

Directions: The county map unfortunately does not identify county roads by
name or 4. So to find Section 17, ask locally or try this . . . start at
the junctlon of Highways 71 and 7 north of the lake. Go north on 71 for 3
miles, turn right and go 3% miles. ‘That should take vou to the lower left
corner of Section 17,
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too much abour him but anyway the Priest begas to tel]l wy grandfather what he
zould de, and wmy grandfather told the priest what he could do, s¢ that ie whes
our branch the Toy family ware no longer Catholie™. All this aside Thomas and
Annz were marvied June 30, 1881 in Storm lake. A month lated Anna'"s father
Neal (Cormelius) died on July 20th at age 71. '
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Again, just where Thomas and Anna spent thelr first couple of years is
unclear but county records shows that on December 8, 1882 Thomas Scouller
transferred property in Section 17 to J & I Fench and that om February 10,
1883 James F. Toy transferred property in Section 17 to Thomas and Anna
Scoulier.

‘Annz and Thomas soon started their family, only to have tragedy strike
again. Thomas’ journal entries recorded the events:

"Children Born
Rebecca was born on the evening of Wednesday at & quarter to

twelve o’clock 19th April 1882,

Rebecca was baptized hear, Storm Lake, om the 2nd daj of Aug.
1883 by the Rev. Langfit of the Presbyteriazn Church Sterm Lake Iowa.

John wag born om the 12th of November at & quarter before taen
forencon 1883 Storm Lake Iowa.

) 4nna Toy my wife, died oa the 10th day of September Thuraday
after giving birth to & daughter which was borm st 7 o'clock morning
{(wife died at 12 noon, age 24 years). Storm Lake Iowa. (1885)

My daughter Anna Osborne was baptized at Sulfur Springs by the
kRev., Mr. Darlay on the lst day of Nov, 1885, her Grandmother being
present, Storm Lake Iowa,

My son John Thomes was baptized at Sulphur Sprinmgs by tﬁe Rev,
Mr. Darley on the lst day of November 1885."

S R e

The new child was named in honor of her mother whe lost her 1life from.a
postpartum hemmorrhage caused by the birth. Anna‘'s mother, Rebecca Toy, came
to help Thomas with his children. She soon became 111 znd wasn't able to keep
up with the youngsters. After nearly a years 1llness she passed away on July
9, 1886 at age 62.

At Thomas®’ urging his youngest sister, Agnes came from Scotland to help.
She arrived in 1885 or 1887 and zook over the household chores while Thomas
concentrated on farming. Agnes kept a mnotebook where she occasionally
expressed her feelings and those of the family in a poem. Agnes liked the
children and Ruby Rebecca was her little helpers

An 1888 poen

Rebecca is a smart wee girl only six years old

And she can wash the dishes up znd do what she 1s told.

She can the potatoes also pare and sweep the floor out too.

And she can wipe the table ¢lean when Aunt has something else to do.
Thea she cen walk unto the aschool a mile or wmore each day

And she unto her teacher hey lessons always say.
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Farm life in early Awmsrica was hard., Hard on the back and sometimes hard
on the seplrit. For women it meant constant toil and :nn isolation and
loneliness, For the men it was hard work and more har: k. E Aane
dreams of independence and progperity turned to loneliness,

An 1890 poem

Three years ago my native land, I left to go abroad;

To earn a living with my hands still trusting in my God.

He has watched c'er me 211 my days and shielded me from harm
He still doth my foot steps gulde even in foreign land.

At first I thought when I left home to come across the sea
That it an easy thing would be to galn an independency.

But now I know it 1s not so; for these three years have been
The hardest yvears of all my life, and no money to be seen.

I have besn homeslck many a time; and sick at heart as well;
But how I longed to go back home o Scotland for to dwell.
Land of my birth I love thes now as I never did befors

I hope to see thee once again and stand upon thy shore.

For Thoma® and veporiadly for many other unew Amevicans the dresame that
seemed so close when they arrived, faded.

A 1890 poem:

Thomas Scouller a Scotchman came to America to buy some land,

The first farm he bought was at Storm Lake

but he soon found out he had made a mistake.

The winters were c¢old, and the summers were hot.

The money was scarce and hard te be got.

The wor: was hard and help there was none.

It was work work work till the sun went down.

So for some years he wanted away so he rented his farm without delay.

He started off his brother to see intending to go on to Wash. Territory.
He came to Seward where his brother dwells

with hig children three a2ll safe and well.

He found it to be such a pretty town that he

made up his mind to settle down.

He bought a farm from Mr. Wright;

with house and barn both good and tight.

It is two miles from the Church door; we hope to get to Church once more.

After nine years in Iowa and ancthgr two in Seward, Nebraska the fawily,
which d1ncluded their cherished new “mother” Aunt Agnes, was off to the
Washington Territory. On December 22, 1892 they boarded a train and rolled
into Walla Walla, Washington on Christmas Day. It 1s not known if they
intended to pgo to Goldendale or decided to after reaching Walla Walla.
Whichever, it was January 18, 1893 and onto Goldendale. Klickitat County
wasn't settled until the late 1850's after the Indian resistance had been
nullified. These conflicts led to the formation of the Yakima Indian
Regervation and fishing rights on the Columbia River. The early pioneers were
traders, and cattlemen and homesteaders who tock advantage of the grass in the
valley lowlands. River ©boats sustained the settlements and gprovided
transportation to Portland and other markets. In 1866 Goldendale had the
areas first schoolhcuse, In the 1870's orchards and grains became important
cropa., By the turn of the century roads had been built, the railroad was in
operation, and Goldendale boasted of its growlug population of 1,000,
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80 acre farm and home of the Thomss Scouller family and his sister Rgnes,
1890 to 1892,

Directionsg: Seward iz 25 miles NW of Lincoln. From the Junction of
Hwy, 15 and 34 in downtown Seward go east on Hwy 34, Go about 2 miles
and turn right onto Roazd¢ 135, which may be gravel. The north boundary is X%

mile down RA. 135 and is % mile wide. Clark Creek meanders through the
property.
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@ Thomas Scouiler=s 80 acre farm 1823 to 1905; since
and Olga Mordwell, . . go % mile past Foster Rd.

Pipeline R4. to the house is the south boundary.
(@) John P. Wordwell's 80 acre farm purchased from Agness Scounller in 1903 for

$800.

of Pipel

‘ . - » west of Pipeline R4,
ine and Orchard Heights roads.

1954

Tallrman Rd.

oot

97
o

Froni Rd.

tockyard Rd.

At u;\l

story Rd

the home of HNick
The long driveway

OEf

at the Junction

For the location of all ocur relatives in the area and driving directions see
Goldendale map in Chapter 11.
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Thomas Sgouller & childrens
Ruby . John, aane knseling in
frone .

S When the Scoullers arrived the best lowland had baen apatched wp. Still
therve was plsnty of good Farmland available, They settled on a 89 acre ranch
about twe miles northeast of town. Agnes bought an 80 mere pisce just up the
road  frow het brother. Whether she lived an the property, farmed it, of

whatever is not knewn, Thowas’ property, which 18 surrently the héme of Nick
Hordwall, slts on 3 plakesy dorth of town (ses Goldeudsle HMapl. Wien they
arrived Lhe plece had a house, an ocethouse and a log barn that stands today,

1

thongh 1t had seows additlons.

In 1903 Joba Nerdwell and his family moved to the area and in 1904 paid
Agnes $800 in pash For her 80 sereas. That's just $10 an agre. The following
year Ruby Scouller warried Peter Nordwell whoe had a farm of his own. Their
story continues in Chaprer 12. o 1993 the rast ot the
family, Thomas, his slster Agnes and John and Anos moved to Yakima. The new
home was 24 ascres of Flat farm lawd lecated oo McDonald Lane {now 5Znd Btreet)
about a mile west of what Is know the Yakima Alrpovt (see Yakima Mapl). Anna
matried a nelghbor Frank Purviance in 193053 and Jobun warvied fellise Lushy 1o
1908, The Lushy®s lived about g amile away.

Thomas and his son Johu favmed the McDonald plare for years. It was
small a8 farms go. With a3 few nabvle, some pigs and chickens, and after
making room for the fanlly gavden there wasn't much acreage left for profit.
In the early 1900's most Yakima farmg, llke the Scoullers, grew dvyland
cropg.  Water rights were a big issus {or farmers and Antanum Creek never had
much water come sumper. Mors than a feow times you'd finmd John out on the dirt
road with bis neighbor., Each giving the other what for Lor using mors than
their share. Actually, the treaties gave rhe Tndians Zfirst rights to vhe
water. HNo watler how much feuding went on eut on the reoad there wouldn't he
ensugh water. S5, for farssva like the Scoullers, drvland crops Lb was.
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YAKIMA, WASHINGTON
Approximate Scale: ] inch = 172 mile
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Tahoms Cemebery, 1607 S. 24 Avenue, where most Yakima Scoullers are buried.
(Be careful not to confuse with the Calvery Cemetery which is nearby.)

The Scouller's 27 acre farm and home of Thomas, Agnes, and John and Wellie
Beopller's famlly starting in 1905. By the 1240°'s the north half had been
sold with the remainder becoming the homes of Lilly Scouller and Dawvwid
Jacoh {2403 So. 52nd); John and Nellie Scouller, and adam and Mary
Purviance Lust (5101 Ahtanum RA . . . which is at the corner of 52nd and

{lower) Ahtamum).

The farm and home of Albert Ppurviance, the parents of Anne Scoullerfs
hushand, Frank Purviance,

The farm of the parents of John Scouller®s wife, Hellie Lusby.

Directions to the Scouller property. From I-82, Highway 12 or anywhere,
follow the signs to the Yakima Airport, that'll also put you on W,
Washington Avenue. From the airport go west about 2 miles and turn left
onto So. 52nd Avenue. & % mile down the road the property starts; and it

ends at Antanum Rd,
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Since the farm was small John worked off the farm when there was time and
opportunity. In the fall he got joba picking hops and spples. He'd scout out
farms in advance to find out which rows had the heaviest yields and then he'd
head for them on plcking day. Families or groups were assigned specific rows
so the owners could tell who was not picking everything, being careless, etc,
On a good day John could pick over 200 boxes of apples. With pay at 5 cents a
box, he brought home $10. John was a great worker and outshined most in the
field. During the depression he worked the wheat harvest, traveling for weeks
with the crew.

While highly energetic, John still did things at home that kept momney
short., He would sell whole milk and buy butter and cresm when most were still
churning their own. He sold wheat and bought it back in sacks. Even so, they
had many of the comforts of the day. In 1918 they bought their first car, a
new Model T. Ford, for $800. The car raised a cloud of dust as it sped down
McDonald Lane at 20 to 30 mph. The car got up to 30 miles per gallon, and if
the road was good enough, 1t could get up te 45 mph. John didn't learn to
drive until they got the car. Thomas never tried to learn =- he didn't want a
thing to do with those new fangle things. Thomas was amazed that cars could
go around corners., Seven years later they sold the Ford and went first class
getting 2 new 1925 Oldsmobile with rollup windows and a self starter.

Their firset radlo was a battery powered affair. Without electricity or
home generator it meant hooking 1t up to the car for 1ts daily charge. This
particular type of radlo was one of the very first commercizlly available.

The BScoullers were one of the last 1n the mneighborhood to get
electricity. They were content with thelr wood heat and cooking and kerosene
lighting. But around 1925 they hooked up. On theilr first anight with lights
young Tom snuck around and pulled the plug to the lamp. His grandfather
Thomas in appareni disgust bellowed "The darn thing broke already!”™ Clothes
washing was a three tub affair and an all day chore. Oune tub was for washing,
one for rinsing, and the other for bluelng (yesterday's equivalent to
bleaching). In 1932 they added an electric clothes washer but they continued
te line dry their clothes into the 1980's.

While some say Thomas wasn't adventurous, he certainly was distinguished
looking and colorful. He, of course, was from old Scotland and brought with
him strict rules for life. He read his bible frequently and didn't drink,
smoke, dance, and seldom cussed. He also waszs very independent. For years he
lived in a small house he built on the place, while John, Nellie and their
five kids Tom (the cldest born in 1209), Dan (John), Ernie, Lilly and Rose
(the youngest born 1in 1921) lived in the main house zlong with Aunt Agnes.
The little house wasn't In the best of condition and 1n the winter Grandpa
Thomas moved-in with John's family.

Kide will be kids but with grandpa 1n the house clashes of standards
gparked now and then. Actually, Thomas tried to stay out of ralsing the
grandkids but when he couldn't tolerate what was going on anymore you'd hear a
loud Scottish "My Song"” that was his cuss word which struck fear in little
hearts.

Another time when you could hear Thomas yell was when his boils weie
being given the home remedy. Both he and John had boils more often than they
liked. When the boils were ready to lance, a pop bottle was heated over the
stove and then the hot neck sliid over the hoil, forecing the puss out. Not a
treatment without pain.,
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dnid garien

tree, but when the warmer weather arrived meat was on the o -ri
times a day.

A truly exciting time wazs late summer -- rvest Time. All but the
biggest farms had their grain custom thrashed. Twenty-horse team trhrashers
and a crew of 25 made quick work of most [lelds. For the Scoullers, about 2

hours., A family considered it a privilege to be the last customer of the day
and be able to house and feed the ecrew for the night.

Summer meant hot weather and swimming in Antanum Creek., The attraction
was strong; certainly more so ke John's teenage boys than chores. (One year
young Tom was to keep the 3 acre corn field hoed and weed free, In the Yakima
heat three hoeings would do the rick. Tom did fime for a while. Then it
became: hos three vows and off to swimmlng, then two, them one. His dad zoen
noticed and waz marking the dally progress with a tin can.

Homemade beer waa big with the local boys, ipcluding the Scoulle
few trees and only flat open fields, hiding the brew was 2 major problem. 8o
the kegs wera stashed in the barn but not always successzfully.
time they'd ipadvertently tip off their mother, Nellie. One hig
the bovs would take cups out of the house for no appareant reagou, K
Nellie saw to it that 1t was dumped. More than once though John veolunteered
to "take care of it”. Being a wvalley boy in the 1920°'s also wmeant taking your
410 shotgun everywhere you wenit just in case a pheasant flushed.

In 1221 when Thomas was 74, he buillt the lazt of the three or four houges
he built on “he property. This house, rthough barely any of it original zeif
remgzing, ie =27 what is now 3101 Antsnum Road on the cormer of Antsznum Hoad and
So. 5Znd. Currently its the home of John and Nellie's niece, Mary Purviance
Lust. Like the other houses he built, this one was made out of 1 inch by 12
inch hoards with a 4 inch cleat over each crack. The inner wall was lined
with cardbgard. That's dit. What 1insulation thers was, was expensive and
gseldom used in farm homes.

The early Yakima Scoullers have all passed away. Agnes in 1932 at age
82, Thomas in 1940 at age 93, Anna in 1954 at age 69, John in 1962 at age 78
and Nellie in 1984 at age 92. All 1ie at vest at the Tahoma Cemetery at 1607
8. 24th Avenue in Yakima (see Yakima map).

John and Nellie were two people who everybody liked . . . there honest
charm was magnetic. Nellie loved flowers and plants and her yard was always
neat and alive, Her friends frequently gave her exotie plants, but with
Nellie’s coazxing and care they survived the harsh sun and cold of Yakima
beautifully.

Today the original 24 acres has been reduced to less than four as
urbanization approaches. Still there 1s family on the property. Lilly and
David Jacob live on an acre; Nellie's 2 1/2 acres is rented by Lilly to their
grandson who recently married and hopes to buy the land and its mobile home.
Mary Lust lives at the corner,

31



Jotn and Nellie's five kids, of course, graw ups

Thomas Scouller

Tom, borm in 1909 married Ester Eastly during the depression. He first
worked for contractora on highway congtruction and for a while drove equipment

for the State's Department of Highways. Late in the 1930's he otarted
painting automobiles. By then their twe children Evelyn and Tom were 4 and 5
years old.

In November of 1940 Tom and his family moved to Seattle., He joined the
painters union and was soon painting houses, comiercizl buildings &and what
have you. During World War II things slowed down in the private sector and
Tom, like thousands of others, went to work in the defense industrieze. He
painted in the ship yards and them would go back to the general contracters
for as long as he could. Ester became a mechanic for Boeing during the war.

Along the way Tom went Into real estate and owned an apartment house Ffor
19 years 1in Seattle’s garlic gulch ~-—- the Italian community. Im 1962, he
retired and moved to Camaro Island near Stanwood though he dabbled in painting
for a few years. Four yvears later, in 1966, they bought their view home where
they live today at 824 S. Sundown.

Today Tom sand Ester mostly take it easy and visit with their kids and
grandkids. ALl the grandkids have become commercial fishermen and are 1in
Alaska., Emphysema has slowed Tom and keeps him closer t¢ home more than he
1likes.

Johm Daniel "Dan™ Scoullex

John was borm im 1914 and was John and Mellie'’s second. He and his wife,
Marjorie Ward, had three children: Barbara, Daniel lLee, and Nancy. For most
of his sghort adult 1life John weorked at lumber mills arcwnd VYakima. In 1956 he
wage diagonosed as having cancer. A year and a half later it took his life at
age 40,

(Note: Efforts to locate his former wife, who 1s reportedly Marjorie
Soden of Naches, to find out more about the family were ncot successful.)

Lilly Scouller

Lilly May at age 12 married a neighbor, David Jacob, on November 10,
1935. That's fifty years ago this year (1985). They alsc married during the
depressior and like the others a steady joeb was hard to come by. Lilly worked
in packing houses durlng the harvest seasons and at abcout this time the Yakima
alrport was being constructed as a CCC project. Dave got in on the early
phase aprd helped install the underground drainage systems that still work
grzat today. Their son David Jr. was born during this time. As that job rano
out the three Jacobs moved to the Grand Coulee Dam project. They spent
1937-39 there and then moved to the Seatile area where Dave worked 1in
construction. During the war he worked a year at Boeing and the next 3 1/2 at
the Bremerton navel yard. There he did electrical work on ships as well as om
Navy housing projects.

32



After the war Lilly and the family returned to

permanently on the Scouller Place, In 1950 they had the

current cinder bloeck home put up and they did the rast
themselves. The home, whieh is located at 2403 South 52nd St
acre which lies about in the middle of the original Scouller
Yakima Map in this chapter). Dave to comnstruction
which he stayed with until his retiren 1977 at age 61. ]
construction and deoes g lot of the blagd {:f [hey have two children, now
grown.
In retirement Dave and Tilly take care of their dogs, a garden,

%
younger sister Rosz, ‘riends and relatives and cut five to seven o i
fire wood each wyear. also do chores around the place., During one such
chore in 19792 Dave and Lilly discovered history buried on the property:

LN

A Ya :
valley history
could be more.

Mr. David Jacob was digging a posthole for an elecirical peole
at bis mether-in-law’s house when he struck a cache including a
handmade cannonball, several horseshoes of dJdifferent sizes (also
handmade with handmade pails), parts of a cast iron stove and
kettlies and cups. Jacohs gaid he has also found what hes thi
old whiskey bottlas nsar the artifscts.

Neliie Scouller, Jacob’s mother in law, saild that in
lifetime, the ground whers the objectz were found has never
nlowed or tilled. Scouller iz 88 years old and has lived omn
property for ths past 71 wye

Jacob feound the artifacts in December of 1977 while digginz s
hole for an electrlcal pole at Scouller's mobile home onn the
property, Secouller’s woriginal home bad been torn down on the

H= P

Jacob used a shovel and pick te dig a2 hole one yard in diametar
and five feet deep and 1in the process found the bits of Americana
which he believes were part of a wilitary encampment at the site
sometime before the turn of :

The cannenball 1s handmade in two pisces of equal size., It is
four imches in diameter, 12 inches arcund and weighs 17 pounds,
according to Jacob's wife, Lilly.

The cannonball has an ocutside caseing of copper, and an inside
casing of east iron but Jacobs® say that they are unsure of the
material used to fill the casings bhecause of the weight.

The horseshoes found at the site are handmade of several sizes
and shapes. Jacob said the smaller may have been used to shoe mules
while the larger shoes are of a size that would fit horses.

Along with the artifacts, Jacob found ashes and coke in several
spots while laying wire. He thinks these were sites of campfires
pearly 100 years ago.

Jacob said the Vakima Valley Museum has requested that the
objects be placed on exhibit.

Century.
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Jaceb thinks that there may be moxe artifacts im the ground
because the hole where the cbjects were found is only one yard in
diapeter,” ‘

Yakima Community News
November 14, 1979

Errnie Scouller

Ernie got out of high acheol im the mid 1%930°'s snd hung around
Yakima for about five years. He married Marjorie Stewart and im April
1940 they had Leonm the firet of their four childrea. ®ut find & steady
job he couvldn’t. When the US was drawn into World War II Ernie and the
family moved to western Washingien and went to work for Boeing. The
firzt plape he worked on was & passenger seaplane called The China
Clipper. The early clippers could fly 3,200 miles non-stop and 130 mph!
On November 22, 1935 (50 years ago) a China Clipper made the first ever
flight across the Pacific. It took 4 stops and 59 hours and 48 wminutes
of flying time.

In 1944 he received bis greeting ~- a draft notice from Uncle Sam --
and waa off teo the Marine corp tank combat training. Gefore hig unit
could get overseas the war ended. Ernle sighed in relief and returned to
his famlly and to Boeing.

When they moved from Yakims they settled in South Seattle where
Patriclz was bormn in March 1943 and James in April 1945, A year or two
later they moved to a 29 acre farm in the Auburn Valley. In 1948 they
added the 41 acres next deor for just $800 -- Oh how he wished he had
hung on to that! While there Ernie farmed, mostly beef cattle, end
continwed to work at Boeing. Eventually they woved back into towa.
Sharon was born while they were c¢n the farm.

In 1%60 Erndle and Marjorie divorced. Tater Ernie merried Lillian
Strausa, At Boeing he worked as & body and wing mechanic. In his 32
years with Boeing FErnile worked most every job there was on the assembly
at one time or another. Im 1979, at age 61, he retired. He and Lillian
happily left the big city ret race for the trangquility of Whidbey
Igland. After six months on the Island they bought there current home at
335 E, Fakkema, 0Oak Harbor. Like his brother Tom, Ernis hasz been slowed
down by emphysema.

Rose Scouller
Rose is John aad WNellie's youngest, being born in October 1921.
Soon after high school Rose married Joe Guthrie. In Vakima ;Jce worked

as a farm hand. Late ian 1940 Joe and Rose mcved west with the hope of
finding a good Job on the "coast”, as people in eastern Washingrfon call
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the westside of the lascades.

Jog got on with plumbing coubractors and with the war wmoved into
ahip vards. MNellle, their fiver elild, wae horn in Moy 1941 while they
Ilved in Seartle, By the time Joha was bors fu Wovesber 1943 rhey Lived
in Glg Harbor near Tacoma. AU wars end the family wmoved beek Lo susstern
Waghington and settled on a small farm pesr Busnyeide.  They operated
their farm and Joe alsco hiwved out s 8 fsrmbend.  Ben fhelr thied aud
last child was born in Ootobar 1945 wot long sfier they moved onto the
Farm. -

Rose waz maritied to Jos for 12 vears. To say the leasr, the
msrriage was nobt the best thing for Ross. There apparvanitly was phyaleal
and mental abuss. Soon after thelr separation zhe went %o the Medical
Take Hospiial, which turned out to be 2 12 year stay. In the 1960z Rose
returned o the Scouller property, staying with her mother antill her
death in 1284. Today Rose lives in 2 small houwse wnext to Lilly aad Dave.

Y
Thomas Seouller hplding his John g Hellle Soouller's wedding
bitle, Yakims, ¥Wa., Jol 18, 1938 portrsit, 1908
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" ‘Thosias ‘Secoller’s grown-up kifist =
- Right ¢ Left Ruby Nordwell, John'
& Anna Purvisnce with Hellise
Zeouller and Pete RNerdwsll

Johp, Wellis & thelr § kiﬂ&;”d"
Brnide, Tom, '3;&;3;:{,3#? Trnla,

1i1ly Scouller Jacob at abandoned
home of Jobn Hordwell north of
Goldandala

pan® scouller & famdly, 1954,
Barbara, wife Marjorie, Daniel,
Rancy
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Fohn, Nellie & thelr kide ab
‘their 50th wedding anniversary

The Seoullar log %

Youong Tom Ea@ullerfi

The Scouller log barn & 5 family ca:slﬁﬁ?

additlionz, June 1945

Agnat; Thomas
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ANMR SCOOULLER PURVIANCE

The Anna & PFrank Purviance family-—-Frances,
Agnes, Mary, Albert, Elsie

Compiled and written by Elsie Purviance Eschbach

0f the three children born to Thomas and Anna (Toy) Secouller, Anna
Usborne was the last; she was born on 10 September, 1885 in Storm Laks
lowa. While s new birth 4is looked wupom as a joyous occcasion, in thi
instance, it was also a time of deep sadness as 1t took the life of the
mother. The maternal grandmother of 1ittle Apna, Rebecca (Rusk) Tow,
undertook the care of the three motherless children, but her own health was
failing - she diad the following July. Aunt Agnes then took charge of the
children.

¥
=
-l

The exact date when Agnes Scouller came from Fenwiclk, Ayr Co., Scotiand,
ig not known, but it is believed to be before the death of Grandma Tov.
Thomas®s sister, Agnes, had at ome time studied/or wanted to study to be a
doctor but became a licensed midwife instead. Her medical #raining was
undoubtedly a blessing, she probably made frequent use of it while ralsing the
three voungsiers, as well as assigting in the delivery of their babies in
later years.

Having an “auntile” and father born in Scotland to ralse them, the three
children mwmust have displayed many Scottish mannerlisesms and customs; other
school children were quick to note any such difference, One winter they had
the flu (called the GRIP); wheun the children returned to school with their
lunch sack, 1t became known as their “grip-sack”.

As the children grew wp, John and Anna, the two younger ones, delighted
in teasing their older sister Ruby; she would put-up with only so much before
she would take out after them. Tradition holds that the younger omnes always
had reason to vegret thelr folly although 1t did not restrain them for long.
This habit continued into their married years.

After several years in Iowa, Thomas moved the family to Nebraska where
the farwmlng appeared better and they had a better constructed home. The new
areca seemed to appeal to "Auntie” as she commented Iin one of her poems that
“she could get to Church once more.” The grass must have appeared greener
elsewhers, before long they were on their way to the State of Washington and
settled in Goldendale.
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Continued §{rom Chaptex |

ANNY GSEPRNE SCUBLL ER MARRIED November 25, 1905
Boxn September 10,1685 Stonm Lake, Towa
Died February 21, 1954 (68) Yakima, Washington
¢ Frances Agnes ”“j
B, Movember 7, 1906 B. Apndif 79,1909
Yakima, Wa. Yakima, Wa.
D. .
M. 7/30/24 Yahkima M, T1/10/%¢8 Yakima
rﬁag Scott Chanfes Austin
B. May 23, 1903 B August 1, 1903
Naches, Wa. Bickfeton, Wa.
D. February 19, 1966 162 D Octobexr 16, 1962 {59)
Tacoma, Wa. Sealh, Wa.
1
1 | 11 ] | |
(Euefgn Gerald DeLbent David Velma Be iy Dadisy
B &/14/27 B T12/14/28 B 1/6/32 B 1/19/3%0 B 10/4/31 B 5/7/36 B3/30/45
Yahima Yakima Yakima Yakima Yakima Yahima ¥Yakima
D. D. v, . D D. D.
M. M. M. Se M. | j
7/15/] 45 I t 2/21/1 53vafk B/17K49 ah 2/714)52 Sefa!ri"‘-'—'-!-—ﬂ I “E
Chanfes 3 Many E. Donothy Garath . 7
Rose = . Nefson Suthexland Giteiland =
—_— o9 - B
8 5/9/25 | |, =| = [E B 6/6/34 B 5/7/33 B 5/11/24 L 3 -
TeLinodd [+ 2} 2 2 Yakima OkLa. N. Mexdcofe of® —ls . S| T
v Noelv. | S = se |3% .02~ | 8w
> IT2l3e | = D. D. D. = adrid o T~ | % x
L= S ) =~ s © 3 o
T o | A ~ gS\ + O e [ 73] -
Rl ! g1 = 0\2 s =~ “
~ 0w le E 1 = R RS
hd L = -2 = il S o e ]
Om.a' é s S A I o1 e B =
ol =w Wlranlme (Do Sy b
I 5 | | CHILDREN I 5 ! L—E L’—[
Vickdi Enwdin Candi{ce* James® Harnlene Thea Julie Laura Tyree
4/30/46 Geratld 1959 4/22/57 4/20/51 2/19/53 1/28/56 4724760 7/7/64
Connde 10/21/47 Jame s* Londi* Ronndie Fernn Lisa Ivan
9/29/47 Deborah 1964 1/3/62 8/3/5¢2 §/7/54 Ti/eg/fe64 12/2/67
Linda 5/11/52 Joanna* Robert Garath Vernon Harotd
611751 1965 7/1/53 9/25/5§ 10/30/61 5/22/69
Kenneth
1/2/56
Patrnicia
8/20/63
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N ¢
FRANK PUR E
Yakima, Washingfon TOHR-ERENE WUES§ NG ] ) |
Boxn September 2, 1884 Gefdendale, Washingfon |
Died August 13, 1945 [40) Vakima, Washiaglen
_— S
Many Albent Efsdie
B, Apndl 16,1911 B. July 6, 1915 B. Sepiemben 21, 1920
Yakima, Wa. Vakima, Wa. Yakima, Wa
D, D. 7.
M. ]
P A
M, 11/70/7%¢ [ H 5/29/39] P/1d4/472
Adam Lust | Andifa Clara Manie Lyfe Devdin Vieton
Proech- ? Yenkie Eachbach
B é”ii{§5v b i en 8. B. 11/8/1915 ||B. 2/16/1907

4 B.47257
D. Apail 23, 1977 |72) 16 . D. Aug., 19441D.

Yakima, Wa. P. M.2/3/51 l24)

Yahima, lig
r ] L - | =

| ' | : |
Harnold Franhie Lofa Joyee C) Deleine (& Ponafld
B 6/17/30 B 4/19/35 B 5/20/38 B 4/25/37 5 12/16/40 B, 9/27/

Endicott Yaki{ma Yak {ma Yakima Yakima Vak i 44
a . Wa. Wa . Wa . a &Ea
) o 2/11/38) |b. 9. 0. D,
(10 mos)
Yahima,
tta .
— e | I —
M. M, | M.
§/14/55 | vak. 7/2/55| vak. 9/4/]55 VAK. 3/241/80 10/14/64  _E/748% g
Jewe £l Agt Louds Robent James Caludn Kathlyn
G{tLiland Pufman Vanboni Sauexn Connell || Mayex BeaZra.m
B 9/25/3% B. B 9/29/33 B. B. B 3/0/40) 1B 7/21/46
ol Mo Vaki$2 Calif.
L. . 0 &/7/T77 D. D. D, D
Reno
Nevada
__—

I CHILDREN ! ’ l u
Laany Doyle Loudis Miche£L* Renee
9/10/58 3/18/55 7/26/57 3/13/69 3/15/70
Lyle Anthur Franhie Manissa Richand *
1/24761 12/2/58 4125761 1077772 624/7¢

Casey

3/23/60

Stewant

§/13/63 August §7§5

AlL dates are month/day/yean
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Thomass took his family to Yakima, Washington for the annusal hop-picking
season each fall. It was in the Purviance hopyard that Aana met one of the
two sons of Albert Hale Purviance - John Frank. Frank must have taken a
liking to Anna, and she to him, on Nov. 5, 1905 she became his bride. Thomas
had by that time moved his family to Yakima on an acreage slightly to the west
of the Purviance farm.

Hops were light and fluffy, and the barrels filled slowly; how often
Frank helped to £f1ll Amma's barrel can only be speculation, but the
hop—-pilcking activity continued for mamy years. No one was made rich but there
wag a certain excitement about “hop-picking time"” that seemed to transcend its
other mere monotonous features, It was an event Anna enjoyed, end all of her
five children had ample exposure to the experlence as well, but never at the
rate of speed Anna mastered early in 1life - a feat that gave her considerable
pride.

Following the marriage of Fremk and Amna, they moved down the road a
littls ways from the farms of thelr parents to an acreage of their own; this
was an area that was to remaln Anna's home for the rest of her life.

Fraok descended from a2 line of Purviances that had been traced back teo
Scotland and the Glasgow area. The family line was engaged in shipping, and
shippiag points were established wherever any of their family settled.

In or around 1610, Jon de Purviance arrived in France ~ in Rovan which
was ancther shipping point. The Purviances were protestant and called "French
Huguenots” which did 1little to endear them to the Frenech Cathelics., In the
years which followed there was counstant turmoil between the ruling religious
bodies, It didn't seem to matter whether the Catholics or Protestants were in
power, the other was severely persecuted. 1In 1630 the above Jon was executed,
reportedly because of his religicus heliefs. His descendants remzined there
until 1685 when the Catholics removed the last provision for religious freedom
(Edit of Nantes). They then fled to northern Ireland to am area called
Casltefin; Co. of Donegal. This area already contained Purviance cousins who
had left France some 3-4 decades earlier and were engaged 1n the shipping
business. Four emigrant brothers - descendants of Jon - left Ireland around
1740 for America.

They were in Lancaster Co., Pennsylvania until ca 1767 when they migrated
to Cabarrus Co., North Carelina. They left there 1n 1820 and remained in
I1linceis (central) wuntil Frank's grandfather, James (the oldest of 11
children) left the family fold. By 1880 he was in Goldendzle, Washington.
They arrived in Yakima in 1897. Frank, his brother, Roy, and two sisters Cora
and Carrie, were bern in Goldendale.

Anpa seemed quite content with farm-1ife; however, 1t was never an
occupation which appealed to Frank. Before thelr second child, Agnes, was
boro in 1909, they leased the farm to a brether-in-law and moved to Union
Gap. They operated a grocery store on Broadway with Anpa's brother John. The
two familjes later moved to quarters above the store. It 1s not known how
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long they followed that puwsult - they were back on the farm by the time
Mary was boyn in 1911.

Frank, thereafter, farmed along with slde-lineg in selling; he had a
grocery wagon which he drove to the barvest arsas and supplled bread, nmeat,

nte
candy, pop, etc. He later became a "Rawleigh Man.” I“ has been told that at
on ftime Frank wvery much wented Lo be a minister, but was discouraged by
his parente and sisters; Lhis prc would probably have brought much
greater satisfaction and suecesg than he Ffound in farming.

In winter time
all put together ithe frames W
of tying the blocks togeth=r,
to and from bedrooms until
parties also %o attend and
Since John and Anna 1is

were reached in winter by horse aod

ilta to the quilt patches were
ould go up in the living room for the flnish work
was barely roon to move through the arsa
the framesz. There wers card
these as much as the parents
other, sometimes these partie

There waz a large skating sond that drew wost of the youngsters in winter
= this area was flooded over, a big pot of oyster soup or other typse of soup
wag cooked over an open fire and sampled generously. The oldest child of
Frank and Anna has a picture of herself and her husband-to-be, Ray Scott,
skating on this pond.

A1l five children of Frank and Anna attended the two room Arms
School located over a half mile distance from the farm. This achoeol builulng
wag used during various periceds for a Sunday School on Sunday.

There were always cows to milk; wheo the girls were arcund six they were

introduced to the milk sateel and bucket te "help Dad” with the milking; this
continued through all five of the children as the older ones married, the

younger ones assumed the chora,

In the summer time, the most frequent outing was to Soda Springs - a trip
Frank enjoyed especially. The Fourth of July was & special occasion with all
the relatives arriving with their largs baskets of food, pop, and ice cream.
It rarely took a special holiday, howevsr, for the family to go to the hills
for the day. Soda Springs acquired the name from the springs of soda water
which Frank thought were great for a tonic and many jugs were toted home with
them. The trilp there in thelr touring car was a hazardous excursion when 1t
came to the very marrow road through a seecricn labeled "hanging rocks™ or
sometimes just the NARROWS. Cars could mobt pass each other through parts of
it, and many a driver had to back-up to a wider spot to let another car go
through. This was an era when cousins enjoyed the companicnship of FAMILY,
and was cherished as a favorite form of recreation.

Frank and Anna followed the Christmas traditions. Anna was especially
adept at making a little money go a Xong way — generally this included some of
her hop-picking money that szhe hed carefully hid for thls purpose or other
emergencies. Thewe were stockings =7 be hung, and filled before morning with



little gifts, oranges, nuts & candlea, books to read, dolis and doll cleothing
and appropriate gifts for the one boy in the family. One Christmas Anna and
Mary were quarantined in the home of John and Nellie, and Frank hid some candy
for Agnes and Frances in the sewing machine drawer; it was a bleak Christmas
for them.

The family circle was brokem when the oldest, Frances, age 17, married
Ray Scott leaving Anges, age 14, Mary, age 12, Albert age 7 and Elsie age 3.

Frances Purviznoce

Frances and Ray had three children, Evelyn, Gerald, and Delbert. Ray
followed the railroad occupatlon most of his 1life until he retired; some of
this period in later years was on locatlion in Pasco, Washington, but returned
to their home in Yakima at retirement. Frances sang in the choir st the
Christian Church for many years. She was taught to play the crgan by Auntie
Scouller, when she was a child, and enjoyed music. As of this writing, June
of 1985, Frances, a widow, is in s retirement manor of the Yakima Convalescent
Home. She has seven grandchildren and tem great grandchildren.

Agnes Purviance

Anges and Charles Austin had four children: David, Velma, Betty, and
Daisy. <Charles also worked for many years on the railroad, later farmed and
managed rental properties. Agnes has 15 grandchildren amd 7 great
grandchildren. Agnes, now a widow, lives in Selah and managez her rental
properiies and home.

Mary Purviance

Mary and Adam Lust had one son, Harold, who had twoe sons, Larry and
Iyle. Adam spent most of his life op farms, and for many years worked for the
Gilbert Orchards both as foreman and laborer. Mary packed apples for the
Gilbert Co. during the earlier fall seasons. She, too, is a widow, and cares
for her home and large yard in the lower Ahtanum area. This 18 the home site
previously owned and occupled by Grandpa Thomas Scouller, and is next door to
the place where Auntie Agnes lived in her later years until her death., Very
little remains of the house Grandpa bullt - only a wall or two.

Albert Purviance

Albert married Anita Boecher and had three children: Frankie, who died at
10 months, YXola, and Joyce. He has six grandchildren and __ great
grandchildren. He was a laborer and did yard maintenance until a serous heart
problem curtailed his physical activity. His second marriage ended in divorce
as did the first. He 1s married to Marie and they make their home in
Yazkima.
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Elgie Purviamnce

Elgie married Lyle Devin whose death preceded the birth of their
daughter, Delaine. She then marriaed Victenr Eschbach znd they had a son, Don.
They have four grandchildrsn; and Live 1n Takimz. Victor farmed for himself
for many vyears and later worked oo Gthe farms of others, untll beconing
disabled. Elsie worked for the Faderal Govermment for 30 years, retiring from
Social Security on 1980. ©She is active in a number of activities including
Family History and has recently started the Yakima Parkinson Support Group.

R

Johin Frank Purviance & Anna Scouller
wedding portrait
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Anm & ¥rank Purviance éhiidf@a%
¥ront: Albert, Mary. Back: T o
Prances, AQOeR, oo e BBl Purviance

Seated: Anns Purviasnce and
sister Buby Wordwell, with Nellis
Baeouller

Anna Sconller Purrivancs with hor
Purviamse grandkids
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THE TOI5 OF IRELAND
& Jane O'"Meil; The Daniel &

T g T e C—— i [
Rosana Toy famil

Alexander

Ever need ar sxcuse for losing your tempar? Why not use this convenient
stereotype . . . "It's just my iviah blood.” Our Irish tiss are linked to the
1881 mavrriage of Thomas Scouller of Scotland and Apna Toy and thelr thrze
children Ruby Nordwell, John, and Anna Purviance,

These ties have been traced to 1785 and the counties of Donegal and
Londonberry in Northern Ireland (see Ireland map). The records reveal that
our Irish blood iz limited at besi. On July 16, 1785 Alezander Toy was living
in Ireland when he married Jans O°'Neil of Muff, Ireland. They married in the
Pregbyterian church there and on the marriage records he is listed as being
born in Scotland. Church records also show that they had at least two
children; Daniel on April 6, 1786 and Alexander on October 27, 1792, The
Church of Ireland show that Daniel Toy of Desertgill married Rosamnz Coyle of
Aughnish on October 11, 1811 in Muff. Rosanna, who was born August 16, 1789
was the daughter of Michasl and Anmn Coyle a Caitholic family living in Aughnish,

The Toy nzme originates from Scotland and is of French Hugenotin origin.
Early spelling included Tuay, Toi, Tohy, Toey, Touy, etc. One of Daniel’s
grandson'’s, James F. Toy, had the Toy family researched. Opal Toy Langdon who
lives in California said that that effort took the family into France.
Unfortunately the details of the research have since been lost. For our true
Irish blood we must rely on Rosamna, and that she provides. Coyle is an old
Irish name very common in Northern Irgland -- Londonberry, Tyrone, and Donegal
districts (counties).

Daniel and Reeanna apparently lived near or in Muff before coming to America
{see Ireland map). Neal, who is of our bloodline was born there oun
February 18, 1813 (the 1940 Toy family chart indicated January 1, 1813).
Exactly where Daniel lived and what he did in Ireland has not been discovered.

Why non-English people, and those with Catholic ties in particular, left
Ireland ig not hard to underatand. At the top of the list hss to be forelgn
rule, less of their land, repressive laws and political turmeoil. Not to
mention over—population and living near the brink of famine. British control
began in 1169 with the Norman Invasioan. The control swung back and forth
between political and religiocus leaders. In this volatile cliuwate there were
many invasions, Iinternal rebeliions, rrop failures and 1litile for the irish
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0f the 1Ireland places 1listed on the Toy
family charts only Muff appears on the maps
available here in the USA, Desertogill and
Aughmish were located from some old faint
maps sent by the geneologist who researched
Toys back an additional generation., Whether
these places exist today is not known.
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themselves. The turmoll has parallel®s to today's ongoing battle betwesen the
British Protestants and the IRA;, (Irish Republic Army). Several historians
theorize that the centuries of conflict is from the failure of the lnvaders to
truly conquer. As such, there has always been a flame of hope for freedom and
independence.

Repressive laws known as the Penal Laws, were carried over from ruler to
ruler. These laws were the legal means for the English to confiscate the
people’s land. By 1700 over 12 million of the 17 million acres of tillable
land was "transferred” to English control. For the most part the former owner
became tenants.

By 1750 the British controlled Protestant Church of Ireland was in
control. They added to the already represslive Penal lLaws and also raised land
renis. The new laws dictated that Catholics could inherit property omnly 1f
they converted to the Protestant church. Another law required tithing to the
State church even though many parishes had no parson or formal church head.
Another law recognized only marriages conducted by the State Church.,

The over-population in Ireland was more severe tham in Scotland and
Sweden, By 1800 the population was 4 million. Amazingly it grew to 8 miilion
by 1850. In comirast, the 1980 population was 3.5 wmillliomn. Crop fallures
only compounded the problems of poverty, disease and starvation. The great
potato famime of 1848 was only the worst. A crop fallure meant not only a
shortage of food in the winter but a shortage of seed potatoes for spring
planting. The 1848 famlne lead to a million deaths and triggered a mess
exodus to America.

Going to America

The Toys departed long before the 1848 famine., The first Toy known to
leave was James who left 1n 1814 and settled in Henry Clay, Delawars near
Wilmington, James is thought to be a brother of Daniel.

Daniel, Rosanna and thelr two young boys Neal and James came to America
reportedly in 1818, The trip across was most likely on a sall freighter and
probably took about six weeks though bad weather could have added a couple of
weeks.

Just why the Toys left Ireland can only be speculated. But the word of
jobs, food, economic opportunities and a full range of freedoms In America
mist have been a strong magnet to all except the very well off of Ireland.

In America
The Daniel Toy family also settled in the Brandywine valley town of Henry

Clay. In the 1820's it was a small towm with a small but growing du Pont
Company which had located there in 1802,
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Henry Clay, in fact, was more rural fhan city. Most Ffamilies still put
in a garden with lote of potatoes, a few had c¢hickens and sold eggs Co
neighbora, and a few cows wandered about. The cows reportedly loved to eleep
on the Brandywine Creek bridge duving the summer. That was only a problem for
the people who staggered home after a Saturdey nlght at the Tavern. It was a
time when there were no cars. Io fact, few kown people had horses and most
everyone walked to work,

When they firet arrived in Henry Clay, Daniel’s family boarded at the
Qwen King home. A John Toy was alsc a boarder ai $he King house. By 1823 the
family had grown to #ix with the addition of Ann in 1821 and Jane in 1822,
They lived acrose the gtreet from the Bogan Store. Later on, Aan and the
storekeepers son, Paul, married.

The town attracted mostly Irish immigrant laborers, though the Praunch and
Ttalians were well represented. The attraction was jobs at du Pont Company
which manufactured black powder for cannons, muskets and flintlocks, Most
everyone worked for or did business with the du Pont Company located at
Hagley. James Toy (Daniel’'s brother?) supplied U-drive-it horses for the
company. Later his son, James established a harness business to compliment
his dad’e business. Danlel first appeared on the du Pont payroll om May 24,

1820 as a laborer and on August 24, 1820 he was promoted to powderman.

For women there wasn't much work: outgide the home that is. Women
supplemented family income by taking in laundry, iroming, sewing and s¢ om.
Rosanna and Danlel Toy chose to maintain a boarding house., They had twe Irish

boarders in 1823.

The Toys likely had Jittle social life except that offered by the church
and visiting neighbors. Daniel’s son James at age 10 was in the second class
of the Brandywine Manufacture’s Sunday School, The kids entertained
themselves by watching the local biacksmithe at work, playing, fishing, going
to the Alexis I. du Pont School and ice skating on Brandywine Creek when 1t
froze in the winters. Dances and parties were held in peoples home. For
balls and large parties one of the leocal textile mills would be fancied up for
the occasion.,

0Of course there wasn’t much time for entertalnment. Daniel worked 10
hours a day, Monday through Friday, and 9 hours on Saturday. Rosanna, I'm
sure with the help of her kids, did the household chores and fed the family
and the boarders. Sunday, Daniel’'s one day off, was for church and rest.

Actually the winter work hours at the Hagley plant were something less
than 10 hours. Electricity didn't come into use until the early 1900's and
candles or any flame was strictly tabbo at the powder plant. The dangers of
the job were well known and the workers knew that their 11fe dapended on
everyone being careful. It happened again . . . an explosion;

“August 25th, 1832 Saturday at 2 o’clock. Dust Mill In Hagley --

killing Daniel Toy and Patrick Helland. The cause of this explosion
is still io doubt and different theories are still beliesved
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concerning it. Mr Irenee was coming down the walk at the 01d
Grainery (the building between the walls) when it occurred. Toy and
Holland were sitting on the steps between the upperend which had the
(Queazle) barrels and the flash wsll. This upper end was also the
composition house, One theory 1s that they, seeing Mr. Irenee
coming, went to work roughly znd caused the explosicn, This I
doubt. Mr. Anth, Bidemann was coming down from his house (now uncle
bAlexises) to the creek with a bundle of cloths to wash as it was
Saturday and he expected company to dinner as he got to the Big
Dogwood tree behind the press room it went off the mill had been
turned on to Eagle and new Brass balls in the barrels. The (the
brass balls) I belleve to have been the cause of the explosion.
Although 01d Hugh Bogan whe was then coopering a Glazing barrel in
the millwright shop which then stood on the race bank immediately
behind her heard a great commotion like ripening and tearing
breaking timber, he Jumped under the bench when the explosion
occurred and the shop was knocked down over him. This looks as if
the gearing had given away. But I do not place much rellance on any
man's memory at such a time -- and thing the most probable cause was
the Brass ball -- Both Toy and Holland were married memn.”

ROUGH TRANSCRIPT FROM THE PAPERS OF LAMMOND DU PONT ACC.384 Series
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The explosion heavily damaged the plant and wasn’'t recpened wuntil
December,

Daniel was buried at the St, Peters Cemetery at age 46. Rosanna lived 89
years, passeing away in 1878,

Sometime around 1845 Neal married Rebecca Rusk, a Quaker from
Pennsylvania, whose famlly had apparently moved to Henry Clay. Their first
child, James Frederick was born on January 5th, 1850 and Palmer C. the seventh
in 1866. Two of their children, Rebecca and Mary, diled very young.

The 1859/60 Wilmington City Directory listed Neal as living along the
Kennett Turnplke and his occupation as quarryman. Some possible relatives of
Daniel and Neal, and color of the tlmes can be found in a local history book,
Unfortunately the exact source i3 not known.

"James Toy (Daniel’s Brother?) emigrated from Ireland in 1814,
come to Henry Clay and supplied U-drive-it horses to the du Pont
Company. The Hertz of his day =--. His son, James F. Toy, began the
operation of a harness business to supplement the horse rentals,
James, Senior, is said to have died in an explosion in 1818. The
combination saloon and grocery store operated by Toy, Jr. is listed
in the atlas of 1868. He ran a quality emporium, having his own
square bottles blown with the legend in the glass; ‘James F. Toy
Merchandise’. Such wording enabled him to wse the botiles over and
over again, one time for gin, the next for whiskey, then for ecider,
port or even castor oil. He paid the village boys 2 cents reward



for picking up his bottles from bheside fallen drunks or f£rom the
trash piles and bringing them back washed for reuze. Chipped
bottles, fit for grocery sale —- linament, scda, blulng or extracts
- brought a2 ealvage valus of only ons penny.

The saloon wag uniques. It had two bavs. One for the Catholics
and one for the Protestants and 1t had seen some rowdy times. One
of theilr more colorful customerz was Jim Hahn who —- 'Use to delight

in galloping full =peed across the bridge, along Main Street and
into Toy's Tavern’. During prohiblition known as the Black C(at,
After Prohibition Chariotte Toy lived in the old 3 story tavern
building and revived the sale of legal liquors. On her death the
properity was willed to The Little Sisters of the Poor from whom P,
Coleman du Pont purchased 1t for his residence, Extensive
remodeling cof the sftore’s rooms and the residential section adjacent
has made a livable home with doors too small for a horse to sater.”

Through the 1800's the descendants of Taniel and Rosanna remained in Lhe
Heniry Clay/Wilmington area. By the turn of the century a few had mocved to
Philadelphla, Wew York and other east coast cities. HNeal, Rebecca and their
four children were the exception. In 1867 they moved west to Iowa. Oue
gpeculation as to why they moved is that they weren't w2ll received in a
Catholic family where every member was expected to mavryy ancithsr Catholic.
Their first stop was Waterloo in Black Hawk County. Avound 1275 thay mavad to
Grant Township near Storm Lake (see the Storm Lake map iun Chapier 1). B8y 13881
the Scotsman Thomas Scouller had settled nearby. The move west brought a
career change for Neal -- he became a farmer.

The Toy kids became adults in Iowa. Anna, of course, married Thomas
Scouller. As outlined in The Scouller history Anna died scon after dellvering
their third child., named Anna in honor of her mether.

Amna Toy Obituary

Annle Scouller, wife of Thomas Scouller, died at her home in
Grant Township, Thursday, Sept the 9th, in the 24th year of her
age. She moved wlth her parents Neal and Rebecca Toy to this county
about ten years ago and has, by her kind disposition and levable
demeanor, made many warm friends, who with her husband and family
mourn her early death. $She was ambitlous and had all that was
bright and promising before her. Her young life was cut off shortly
after her baby was born, she fully realized the end had come, was
ready to meet her Father in Heaven amd bade her husband, mother, and
children peacefully passed away. The funeral was held last
Saturday, the remains being deposited beside those of her father 11
the Storm Lake Cemetery.
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Four years earlier her father Neal died of Brights Disease of the Xidneys
on July 30, 1881 at the age of 71. Rebecca helped Thomas with her three
grandchildren but took ill and passed away in 1886,

Rebecca Rusk Obituary

Died at the home of her son, James F. Toy at Storm lake, Iowa,
Friday, July 9, 1886. Mrs. Rebecca Toy, aged 62 years, 8 months and
10 days.

Rebecca Rusk was born 1in Chester Co., Pa. Oct. 29, 1823 and was
married to MNeal Toy at Wilmington, Delaware Nov 10, 1844, In the
year 1865 they came to Iowa first locating 1n Black Hawk Co. from
when in 1875 they came to Buena Vista. Mrs. Toy was the mother of
seven children, only three of whom she leaves behind. She was a
devoted wife and mother and her 1life’s work was bhest seen 1n the
integrity and worth of her children: she was a woman of indomitable
energy, and was rarely heard to complain and had not kmown a sick
day for years until the disease, fatal from the first from which she
died, began its ravages. Although a sufferer for mors than a year,
she did not give up until the last three months. Lsst year, after
the sad death of her daughter, Mrs. Scouller, she felt it her duty
tc care for the motherless children which she did as long as she was
able. The future held no terrors for her and patiently and
uncomplaining she bore all pain and without a murmur of regret, she
peacefully passed away only to be reunited with the majority of her
own family in the eternal home beyond., The funeral ceremony was
conducted by Rev. N. H. Houghton, Sunday, July 1llth. A large circle
of friemds assembling to assist the last rites.

Pilot Tribune, July 15, 1886 Storm Lake Iowa

R e S PR ER R

James, Neal’s eldest, became quite the businessman. He was writtem up in
the National Cyclopedia of American Biography (vol. 28; 1940Q: Page 226)

"Toy, James Frederick, banker, was born in Wilmington, Del.,
Jan. 5., 1850, son of Neal and Rebecca (Rusk) Toy. His father, a
native of Londonberry, Ireland, came to the United States at the age
of twelve. The son received his education at public schools 1n
Wilmington, In 1867 he became a desk clerk with the Cutts &
Anderson Grocery Co. at Waterloo, Iowa, where his family had moved
in that year. During 1870-72 he was a clerk and for a vear
thereafter a traveling salesman with C. & W. Brubacher, a wholesale
and retail implement house at Waterloo. In 1873 he moved to Storm
Lake, Iowa, where he engaged in the lumber, coal and agricultural
implement business as a member of the firm of Green & Toy. In 1874
he purchased his partpner‘s I1anterest and for the next three years
continued the business wunder his own name. He then became
assoclated with the firm of Dean & Harker iIn the organization of the
Storm Lake State Bank, of which he was made cashier. In 1878 he
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bought the private bank of Sutfin & Hay st Storm Laks, which
subsequently became known as the Banking House of James P. Toy. In
order to advertise this bank he published the °‘Toy Advertiser.' In
1881 he started another bank at Alta, Iowa, and later established
banks at Sioux Rapids and Fonda. To these he continued to add in
the ensuing years until by 1926 he was president of a system of
twenty-four banks with combined resources of $235,000,000, He
continued asz head of this chain until 1933. when new legislation
necessitated the sale or liguidation of most of the subsidiaries of
the parent Imstitution, the Toy Hational Bank of Siouz City. Ameong
the many institutions controlled by him was the Farmers Loan & Trust
Co., which he organized at Storm Lake in 1883 with & capital of
$300,000., In 1889 he transferred it to Sioux City, and it socon
became one of the strongest and most influential f£inancial
institutions there. His abllity as a banker was evinced by the fact
that mne bank in hils large system ever fajled or 1a any way
coupromised depositors. Apart from his banking intersst he was
director of the Termipal Grain Corp. of Slouxz City. During 1885-89
he was mayor of Storm Lake., He was a member of the Amerlcan and
Towa bankers' assoclations, Sioux Clty chamber of commerce, Greater
Sioux City committee, Boy Scout Council, Sloux City real estate
board, Siouz City community fumd, the Masonic order (3IZd degree,
Shriner) and the Sicux City Kiwanis, Boat, Country, Traffiic and
Pioneer clubs. In religlen he was a Univewrsalist and in politics an
independent., Personally, be was a conservative buvt open-minded man,
democratic in maoner and glfted with the faculty of making friends
easily. He was married at Waterloo, Iowa, June 17, 1875 to Mary
Elizsbeth, daughter of Washington Brubacher, a2 manufacivrer of that
city, and they had three children: Grace Helen, wife of John
Wilfred Van Dyke; James Frederick, and Carleton Bayard Toy. He died
at Hollyweod, Calif. Mar, 3, 1937.7

Today there are still Toy banks in the Storm Lake area. Carleton (Craig)
and Virginia Van Dyke and their childrens familles Vivian and Jim McCollough,

and Mary and Jack Sloan are the only known Toy descendants in Iowa.

There are

also several Toy's in California who are still im the banking business.
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH VITAL RECORDS SECTION STATE OF IOWA

CERTIFICATICN OF DEATH

Cornelius Toy

Date November 2, 1982

N '-“ % ! STATE REGIETRAR
{ SEAL)

hx 151 . Cop e

. DIRECTOR
WARNING: This certificate is not valid if it has been altered in any way whatsoever or if it dnac wat hasr

VITAL RECORDS SECTION STATE OF IOWA
CERTIFICATION OF DEATH

Anna Scouller

[ HEREBY CERTIFY thal the cbove informetion wos taken from the Record of Death on file in
this alfice in cccordance wilh the law of lawo requiring filing of vila! records.
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' STATE REGISTRAR

{ SEAL) ﬂ
7 BiRECTOR

WARNING: This cerrificate is not valid if it has been aliered in any way whatsoever or if it does not bear
the raised seal of the Deparrment of Health,
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Rebecca Rusk was the wife of Neal Toy and the grandmcther of Ruby, Jobm,
and Amna Scouller. What little we know of her 1is presented in Chapter 4.
There is considerable family history and gemealogy on the Rusk (Risk) family.
However Elsie Eschbach and others working on this line have not been able o
positively tie Rebecca to the family. This space is provided in the hope that
at smome later date we'll learn more of her family,
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THE HOBDWELLS IN SWEDEN
Jan Person Wordquist:; Pehr Nordvwal; the John &

Britta Olson Nordwell family--Peter John,
Olaf, Carrie

Galveborg Lan, Norrby, Wikem, Galfren and Alfta are names very fam
to our Swedish ancestors. Jan Person (pronocunced 1like Pierson) is the
known Nordwell —- he was bora June 23, 1801 in Alfta and is the grandfather of
John Peter Nordwell who was born in 1849 and later came to America. Galveborg
ie the Lan the Nordwells lived in —- its about twlce the size of Vakima
County. Norrby, Wlkem and Galfren are towns the family lived in. A1l of
these places ars within the Alfta Parish of the State contrelled Lutheran
Church (see Sweden Map in this chapter).

Galveborg has beautiful 7relling Thills, open mneadows, clustered
gettlements, lakes, birch amd beech trees, and 3 to 4 foot junipers, &=
underbrush. The summers are nice but the winters can be a different story.
Alfta is near the 62nd parallel which alsc runs between Dawson and Whitehorse
in the Yukon Territory. The area 1s 350 milez from the Artic Circle. Still
the climake ig mild enough that the farming of cattle, goats and potatoes, and
logging have always been a major industries,

Swedish census and parish records show the occupation of Britta, whom
John married in 1874 was a Fru or wife! Johan Person Nordval; known as John
Peter Nordwell after he came to America in the 1880°s, was a drang aund
bondgard. That 18, a farm hand and farmer. This may sound a little odd but
that is the way the system worked for centuries under Swedish feudal lords.
The large tracts of land were handad down through gentry families who
controlled the land. The rural lands were farmed of course, as that wis the
main enterprise of the times. But in order to attract farm labor o the
remote areas common people were allowed to own and farm 5 to 15 acres. The
small farms were clustered together but not necessarily on the best soil.
From these evolved the tiny villages or "byalags” where the Nordwells lived,
in his book History of the Swedish People, Vilhelm Moberg provides a glinmpse
at life in small rural villages (pages 192-200). In his words:

"The wmost positive aspect of the village community was its
unwritten laws for mutual ald and assistance. Here their fellowshilp
was without flaw.

One remarkable feature of peasant culture was the long-vanished
work feasts. All the vlllagers® more Important tasks were carried
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out Jjointly, and within the °‘byalag’ troubles and joys, toil and
merrymaking, profit and pleasure were rolled into opne. These work
feasts can be traced back to heathen times. They were rooted in the
rational arrangement for carrying out tasks on a basis of mutual
help; but in another respect, too, they served the villagers well.
Work done jJjolntly was greatly preferable to the thraldom of solitary
toll., Any man who did heavy and solitary work in field or meadow
wags liable to be assalled by melancholy reflections or fall to
pondering the sense of his lot in life.

The wvillagers' work feasts had many names, varylng from
province to province. That the Swedish word for ale ('ol') often
appears in these names as a suffix witnesses to the crucial position
of this most Important of medieval beverages. There were
‘slatterol’ (haymaking feast), "taklagsol™ (the feast when rcof was
completed on a new house), the "bykol”™ (when the laundry had heen
done) and many others. To these must be added such family occasicus
as the “barnsol” (on the birth and christening of a child) and
“grovol” (funeral feast).

Certainly, most of the village'’s teamwork was therzfore carried
out to an accompaniment of food and drink. There was no stinginese
toward participants. Amply regaled, they found relief from the
plainness of thelr everyday fare.

In the dayes of the o0ld village communlties more time was
devoted to livestock than to agriculture. This was above all true
of those parts of the country where the farms were small. Here the
meadow meant more than the ploughed fleld; second only was the
peasant a ploughman, Little of the land attached to each farm was
arable. But the hayfields, the grazing lands, the watermeads, the
swamps, mires and bogs which would have to feed the cattle during
the long winter, that was the vital c¢rop. During summer the beasts
were let out hoof by hoof to graze on the common lands. The big
problem was how to find fodder for them during the six winter
months. All grass growing on the farm filelds would be cut, dried
and brought into the farm as soon as the sledges could run over the
snowladen ground.

This was why, of all summer work, haymaking was the most
grueling. The size of a meadow was calculated according to the
number of haymakers needed to mow it in a day. To scythe a whole

field was slow work. The ground was not only littered with stones
"~ but also thick with bushes and shrubs. As a boy I went haymaking
with my father every weekday in July. Our small farm measured a
sixteenth of a hide ('mantle’)}. Our scythes were for ever striking
agalnst loose stones, and this prevented us from swinging then
freely. Instead we had to poke about with the point, whose edges
became notched and Jagged from the stones and frequently had to be
rewhetted. But we had time to spare -- a whole long month. Every
blade of grass was utilized for hay. Once a peasant In our village
was bitten by a snake when tearing off grass he could not get at
with his scythe.

The days around 5t 0Qlof's Day saw the last blade of grass fall
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Of the Swedish places listed on the Nordwell
family charts, only Arbra and Alfta are shown
on maps avaialble to me. Onneberga, Norrby,
Wiken and Gaffren were very small communities
and whether they still exist is not known.
All were in either the Alfta or the Arbra
parish and thus are likely in this vicinity.
Parishes were small as there were over 2000
up to 1950 when consclidation began, Today
there are only about 200 parishes.
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to the scythe. By St 0loffs Mass, the 29th of the haymaking month,
all haymaking had to be finished, and in the evening of the last of
July the hay feast was held. It was the time of year when the
contents of the storehouse were beginning to be exhausted. By then
the mistress of the household would be sweeping up the last flour
left in the bin and scraping the pork barrel for this great summer
feast. For then the workpeople would have to be plenteously regaled
with food and drink. Dancing and games 1in barns or on rock ledges
were all part of the feast, which went on all anight long. Finally,
towards morning and long after sunrise, a flock of weary haymakers
went off home to bed. They had been working hard; but alsc enjoyed
themselves, Toil had blended with werry-making.

« . « cheese making is never the men's work, but the women's.
From divers villages in that province they gather in summer at the
home of her, whose Intent it is to make cheese. Now the milk is
bolled in great kettles, rennet is added, and the content pressed in
great wooden forms, mostly four-sided. -- But no man is thought
worthy to be present at this women's work, and should amy beg
admittance, it were in vain.

The ‘byalag’, as a social assistance organization, was always
at work. Xts care for individuals began at birth and ended only
with death.

The closed conformist peasant soclety, however, had one sarious
drawback for young marriageables: the narrow cholce <f partner.
Contacts with pecple outside its little clesely-confined world were
rare., People 1living in other parishes were 'foreigners', and
regarded with susplicion. For this reason extra-parochial marriages
were rare. The elective scope of persons havckering after marriage
was limited perhaps a radius of half a dozen miles,. Further,
marriage was usually determined hy the size of homestead. The
parties ought to be approzimately each other's equal in respect to
property.”

The byalags have been traced back more than a thousand years and existed

in many areas 1into the 1900's. These villages were small; sometimes fewer
than 20 femilies. I haven't been able to find all the villages where the
Nordwells reportedly lived on any maps. Perhaps they are extinct. Moberg on
page 264, related his 1970 trip to the countryside and remorsed at an apparent
end of an era:
". « . everywhere the villagers' dwellings seemed empty and
deserted. Out of doors not a soul was toe be seen. No cne was
scything the meadow. The fields with thelr deciduous trees, once
kept alive by cow-muzzle and scythe, had all disappeared. Nor was
anyone at work in the plough fields, where clumps of spruces were
spreading out.”

The small farms offered at best a humble existence. Most of the farmers,

like John apparently did, also hired out as a farmhand. Typically each hired
hand was assigned a specific section of the farm. This was dome for a small
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sage; someblges on a shaxe-cwop basls, and sometimes for che right vo pasturs
their cows or goats in the summer so they could hay their {leld &t beuse. The
Hordwells, frow the 1820 and probably before, were in this fammer byslag life
uptll Joho came to Amevica.  John narried Britta Olsson and they had Cheee
childven; Peter, 01af and Carrvie. Britta died June 18, 1884, five days altexr
fmrerie was born.

John Peter MNordesl. Sweden, Britta Dizson Wordval, Sweden,
188087 1680 7
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The Neme Changed

The Nerdwells of today are a part of the Nordquist family in the late
1700's. Between these two names have been two other name changes. Swedish
nameg sort of evolved in the early days. Originally ths population was small
enough that people had only one name., Then as the population expanded
figuring out who's who wasn't easy so people took 2 second name when they got
older. Usually the name described something about the person -- long beard
etc. That was pretty informal and eventually got confuslng too, so the
government decided to go the scons and daughter (dotter) route. That 1s the
last name of the gon of Jan was to be Jansson; the son of Per, Person; the
daughter of O0ls, Olsdoiter. This system meant that each generation had a
different last name than the generation before. Still 1t werked. But in the
late 1700's with the population about three million and growing fast there
were just too many Olsons, Johansons, and the like. Take a close look at the
Nordwell family charts and you'll see what was happening. So in the 1800's
familiss were encouraged to keep the name they had or adopt a name from the
environment that would become the family name. The Per Jansson bern in 1801
took the name Neordquist. He and his wife Cerstine Ersdotiter had at least five
children (see Chart). Jonas kept the Nordquist name, while Olaf became a
Norling and Per switched to Nordval. Nordquist translates to north limb or
branch of a tree, whlle Nordval means north pasture. Could it be that Per,
the farmband worked the north pasture?

The next mname to appear was Nordwall which was apparently the
Americanization of Nordval. WNordwall can be found on property deeds, birth
certificates, and other official documents up until 1915 or sc. Hazel was
born a Nordwall in 1905 and an 0Olaf "Nordwall” married 0Olive White in 1910.
During the next 10 years Nordwell evolved. 0laf had szid that no formal
change was made; the famlly just liked the new version and started using it.
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Sweden 1ike Scotland, Irveland and other EBuropean nationz becams

overpopulated ic the 1800°'s. The county was gtill agrarian and eve;yhhing oT
the farm wes still done by hand and back. In addition all the 111? le land
was already in use, so Sweden food production could net be expanded as rapidly
as the vypopulation. Sweden had crop failures. Not mnearly as severe as

Ireland’s but Lad enough to cause hardships.

With the advenit of steamships in the mid-1800°s international trade
bloasomed, Wheat and other grains, much of it grown by mid-western Swedes in
America, flooded FEuropean markeits. The imporis knocked Swedish farm prices
drastically even when Sweden had a c¢rop failure. For the Nordwells the low
prices probably meant a cutback on an already meager existence.

Another aspect of rural life was that the size of the small farms kept

getting smaller, reducad through government weforms and subdivisions via
inheritance, gifts and ocutrlght sale. For many families the prespect of their
gons owning a parcel large eunough to sustain o family was gons.

Thousands of Swedigh families opted for the promise of America, By the
1880's when the HNordwells left Sweden the industrial revolution was just
beginning. Non-farm jobs were becomling available 1n shipyards, rallroad
construction, and in the coal mines. These jobs, however, meant giving up a
way of life; that 1s, making a living from the soll and belng your own boss.
More l1mportantly, these new jobs within Sweden’s class structure, were a step
down from that of farming. Not & step easlly taken by proud people. There
were other factors which alsc contributed to emigration during the 138('s.
Some wanted religious freedom; Sweden, then, as now, had a State Church. For
others, requlred military service was a factor. Historians, however, appear
to be in full agreement that economic conditions, overpopulation, and the lack
of farmable land were by far the most important factors for those who left
during the 1880's., As a note of interest, the Swedish government and the
clergy officially opposed emigration. During the 1880's, Sweden was on the
brink of industrielization and amizration meant the loss of labor needed for
indugirial expansion. As a result, in the 1890%'g and 1%900's, Sweden drew
people in from other countries to replace those that left.



The 1880's was the helght of "American Fever” in Sweden with 40,000 to
50,000 leaving every year. Over all, 1.2 millicn Swedes left between 1850 and
1930, The lure must have been great for so many to leave thelr home district,
let alone thelr country. By the 1880°s the emigration buslness was 1in full
swing., FEurope was flooded with information of Amexlca, the promise land.
States, rallroads, steamship companies and others promotad America. In
Sweden, the press ran a "Letter from America” column which was very popular.
For the Nordwells, and others with relatives already 1a America, personal
letters from the States were even more of a pull. Joha's brother Pehr (Peter
Nordwall) who was borm -in 1860 apparently came first and had lived 1n Kangas
City, Kansas at least 48 years at the time of his death on May 25, 1935,

John and Britta Nordval farmed near Galfren and had three childrem Per,
0laf apd Karin; or as they were known in America: Peter, (laf ard Carrie.
Not long after Britta died in June 1884 the family came to Amerlca. Peter, on
his 1910 application for U.S. Citizenship said he came to America in 1887,
Bonnie Bartom, Opmcar Nordwell's daughter who lived on the Nordwell's Newaukum
Valley farm indicates her grandmother Martha sald that John came by himself
while the three kilds stay with Martha's parents, who were friends and
neighbors. DBomnie also got the impression that Martha came to the U.S. with
the kilds when John sent for them. If they came separately, my guess 1s that
John came over sometime after Britta‘’s death in 1884 and sent for the kids who
departed in May of 1887. Such an arrangement was apparenily typical. Lavs
Lijungmark in hiz book Swedish Exodus (1979, Pg. 86) put it in these worde:

"Deciding where to settle was an important satep for Swedish
farm families, and many of them sent one or two relatives ahead to
gcout out posglbllities and make arrangements for the rest to
follow. In most cases the responsibility fell te the hushand ox
oldest son who went to work for the railroad or lumber companiee to
earn tlcket money for the immediate family,”

Wages 1In America were about twice what they were in Sweden. On page 95
Lar Ljungmark. added:

"Infact, families became scmething of an undesirable burden
during an emigrants first years in Amerilca.”

When the Nordwells emlgrated, most of those leaving did so as individualeg
or as famllies. Prior to 1870, most Swedish emigration was by groups who
established Swedish-Americsn settlements principally in Minnesota and
Wlsconsin.

Martha's parents, the Chris Johansons, were poor like the Nordwells and
coming up with money to send Martha was probably difficult. WMartha came to
America with hopes of getting jobs. Before she left home her mother made her
a doll out of an old scck, she also gave her a small copper cream pot to keep
her money in.
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By 1880, steamships were plying the Atlentic having replaced the
gsailships. Competition became intensive with at least ten companles shuttling
Europeans to America {(this competition brought prices down drastically amd
made the trlp affordable to mnearly everyone). The trip took from ten to
twelve days and the routes wars well established. Martha Nordwell and the
kids caught a boat from Gavlie, which is abcut 50 wmiles from Alfta, for a
two-day hop to Hull, England. Oz thia leg, they had to furnish their owm
food. Once In England, it was 2 frain trip south te Liverpcol, which was the
central port of departure for northern Europeans. On May 17, 1887, the
Nordwells boarded a sbip for their new howe., The cramped ships were shared
with other nationalities, but not always graciously. There were langusage
problems, discrimination, and outright bad blocd among many nationalitiassg,
Feelings got s0 strong, in fack, that hy 1885, p oparators no longer
put the Swedes and the Irish in the same area of the ship.

b D |,

Martha rememberad the txip wall., For the obvicus weascons and als
because of a painfully ulcerated teoth. A few days out to sea the tooth wa:
pulled the hard way —— with no painkiller.

New York, ®RBoston and Quebsc were the three wmain ports of euntry for
Europearn Immigrants o the U.S. The Nordwells, after a stop in (uebsc,
entered the U.5. at Buffalo, New York on May 30, 1887 five weeks before the
celebratlon of the summer. The nation was young and Memorlal day and Labeor
Day didn’t «ccme about until after World War I. Few communities had their own
festivals yzt. Everybody, everywhere went all out for the Fourth of July with
large picnics, long winded political speakers and fireworks. (laf got caught
up in his first Fourth in the U.S, He had mentioned to his son, Melburn, of
the ewcitement and his first fireworks.

Once on American soil they are thought to have settled in Swedish
comnunities in he upper midwesi. They most likely went by train. By the
1870°s “specilal” emigration trains were moving pecple west. They were speclal
in that they catered o emigranite sod had interpreoters on board. Train travel
was fast for ite times but took up wo four days te get from New York to
Chicago. Each day there were three stops for meals plus the regular stops.
Once off the train it was by horse, wagon, or stagecoach to their new home.

in the late 1880's and into the 1900's cver sixty percent of the Swedish
enigrants wete single adults and well over half of these were female. The
reason was the demand for malds in American househelds. During this era even
middle class familieg could afford 2 live-in domestic., Martha, who was 21(2),
when she arrived went to work for a Wisconsin family with three teenage
daughters. Their home was very modern and 1it with the latest gas and
kerosene lamps. Martha had mentioned to her granddaughter, Bonnie Nordwell
Barton, of her house work and ironling petticoats late at night with a sad
iron. Typically maids like Martha were treated as part of the famlly but had
to be the first up In the morning to rekindle the fire, get breakfast and so
on. In short, they did meost, if not all the house werk. TFor many it also
meant a chance to save mopey and learn the language. Martha saved a few
dollars but learned little, if any, English. Her employer may have also been
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Swedish, She didn't learned her broken English until her sons, Carl and
Oscar, were golng to school.

Just where 1in the upper midwest John and his three children settled is
unclear. Winnle Stevens, 0laf's daughter, recalls hearing about North Dakota
and a sod house. 0laf has also mentloned that they stayed pretty much in
Swedish American communities in thelr first few years here. So much so, that
the kids learned most of thelir english from local sheepherders.

Within a few years the family headed south. Winnie had heard about
RKansas. John's brother, Peter (Pehr on the family chart) came to America
before John, and settled near Kamsas City. It 1is thought that Carrle, then
somewhere between seven and ten years old, stayed 1in Kansas with her uncle
when John and the two boys moved to what is now Oklahoma City. Again they
moved. This tlme to a farm near Tulsa. Apparently they moved tec Oklahoms in
the winter. Olaf had talked about that first winter and how they shared a
long house with an Indian family. The Nordwells at one end, thelr hest at the
other, with blankets hung between.

At this time, Oklahoma was one of the few places west of the Reockies not
yet settled. The area was receiving glowing reports for its mild winters,
fertile soll, and grest opportunity. It drew homesteaders from the harsh
climates up north, as well as from Europe. Oklazhoma, a part of the Louisiana
Purchase of 1804 did not become a state until 1907, s full 18 years after
Waehington became a state.

In the 1820°s the five major Indilan tribes of the Eastern United States
were belng marched to Oklahoma, their new homeland. After the Civil ¥ar,
cattleman and a few homesteaders moved into the area. To the cattlemen,
Oklahoma was a dream. There were mild winters and with the buffale sll but
gone, year around pasturing was possible without any haylog or tilling of the
soll. For land, the cattlemen had ranches, but relied heavily on the millions
of acres of unused Indian lands. The Indians lived aloong the streams and
needed very little land for their gardens and small herds of cattle. So, for
free or a small fee, the cattle could graze on lush buffalo grass.

By 1885, a campaign to open the unused Indian lands to homesteaders was
in full swing and pressure on Congress mounted steadily each year., The
Boomers, as the homesteaders were called, won the battle with the cattlemen
and Congress authorized the first of several famous Oklahoma land rushed for
April 22, 1889,

Peter Nordwell had mentiomed to Warren Kingery that he watched a land
rush when he was 1%. This would place him at the 200,000 acre Kickapoo land
rush of May 23, 1895, It was the fifth and last actual "land rush,” Six
later land openings were done by lottery or by allotment. The land rushes
were getting out of hand. There were three times as many rushers as there
were homesteads available, Peter wanted to go on the rush that day, but his
dad thought better of it. To rush, you had to be age 21, pay a $10 fee and
show intent of becoming a U.S. citizen, So, he spent the day on the sidelines
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watching irom his saddle horse and longing to Joln in. He had alzo mentioned
to Warren that he was glad he had not gone to the rush. Whether he was
looking back on his life io gemeral or referving to the devastation he would

have faced during the droughts and "dust bowls” of the 1930's, is not known.

The Oklahoma sod busters wers malnly self-sufficient farms with a work
horse or two, some beef, a milk cow, chickens, a2 garden, and always a dream of
progperity. Most of the early settlers lived in their wagons or in a tent if
they had one until they could build a house. Slnce trees were few and far
between, 1t took wmoney and lumber to build a conveanticnal house. To many a
sod house was a luxury. The lmportance of the livestock to the family eften
meant that a wood barm tock priorlity over a “fancy” house. It apparently tock
up to $1,000 to buy cattle, a few implements, lumber and other items to
egtablish an “operational® homestead. In other words, it teock a let of money
cenaidering wages were barely a dollar a day. Obviously, most did wich less,

Everyday life in Oklahoma meant hard work and net wmuch excitement., Psie
and 0laf apparently spent their teenage years and early 20's working at hone
and riding the range for exztra nmoney. Many Oklahoma homesteaders, and
would-be homesteadersz, cowpunched for the money and waited for the opportunity

to be on their own land.

One of Pete’s most unforgettable days was when he and a friend wersz out
on the range. They had a vum—in with a desperato. The guv could not have
been very nice, as he carried a $500 reward and was wanted dead or alive. A
posse was out after him at the time. The desperato came over a hill where
they were. BShots were fired and they wounded the guy's horse. Pete said that
they could have shot the guy but just couldn’t do it., So, he got away hut
they had slowed him down and he was caught by the posse,

0laf had described more serene azpscts <% Oklahowma life to his grendsos,
Mick Nordwell. 0laf always loved to huat end fish, His wmost notable
companion was Captaln Rogers, an uncle £ humorict/phiicsopher Will Rogervs.

Just when and where John and Martha get wmarried is mnot clear, I waen't
able to locate the license. Bonnie beliswves that while in Oklahoma, John
hired Martha to help with the house work and that they were married in the
188078, Their first child, €arl, was born in Tulsa on May 15, 1898,

Actually Carl may not have been their first born. The birth certificate
of their secoend child, Oscar, indicates he was theilr fourth child, not their
second. Apparently two others were born slive but died young, though Martha
had never mentioned them to Bonnie.

Around 1900 the family moved to an alfalfa farm 30 miles east of Pueblo,
Colorads near Olney Springs. Oscar was born there on May 10, 1902, Martha
sald the house was run down and loaded with bed bugs when they moved in. This
was the first time she had ever seen bed bugs, and they were trying to take
over the house. She ended that nonsense by pouring boilling water around the
mop boards and windows. Martha said Colorado also had rattle snakes and she
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saw one about to strike young Oscar. She shorteasd the snakes life by killdng
it with a ho=.

it is unclear if Peter, then 25 or 8o, was with the famlly in Coloradn,
Peter had told his grandson Hugh Mason of a section of land, 640 acres, he had
in Wyomisg about this time., He spoke of farming and operating a freight and
stage line while there. The coming of the rallrpad brought an end te hie
transpertation business., He departed For Waphington State, He left his place
and power of attormey to sell the property im Wyoming. Eventually, he got
$150 for it. That land later became the home of the Cheyenne Railroad Station
and Rallread Yard. Hugh recells his grandfather telling him about a returnm
visit to Cheyenne in the 1930's. Pate {old 2 Cheyenne rzalter that he was a
Washington farmer thinking about woving to the area. He was chauffeured
about., After three davs he had seen everything he wanted and left. His
comment to Hugh upon his return and apparently reminiscing about what could
have been, was that "I got something out of the damned place.” (Two inquires
I sent ocut to search the specific location and dates of this property were not
answered.)
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Peter J. Hordwell spoke of having a farm, around 1900, where the railroad
yard in Cheyenne is located today. This has not heen verified as a request
for information has gone unaznswered.
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From the eastern edge of the Rockies the Norxdwells moved to Goldeundsle,
Washington. According to his citizenship papers Peter arrived om July 7
1501L. The rest of the family is thought to have came out in 1%03. Just where
Pete l1ived 1is not clear but he is thought to have farmed and ran & frefght
business. He bhad spoke of the business and told stovies of hauling freight
from Goldendale into Oregon across the ice. Yes, acroass the ice! Before the
Columbia was dammed, the winter would freeze the river for up to two monmths,

gometimes enough to take a team of horses and a loaded wagon across. At other
times, just enough for a bob sled.

John and his family settled north of town near the Scouller farm. On

March 11, 1903 John paid $800 cash to Agnea Scouller for 80 acres she had
across the road from ber brother

GOLDENDALE., WASHINGTON
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, Johr P. Bordwell’s 80 acre farm purchased from Agness Scouller in 1903 for
£800. . « . weat of Pipeline R4. at the Junction
of Pipeline and Orchard Heights roads,

John P. Hordwell's 119 acre purchase of Public Lands in 1%09.
o o o i8 directly =ast of .

John P. Hordwsll's 160 acre Homestead gran'ted in 1212, after the family
G moved to western Washington?? Property seems to overlap with |
. + o immediately Bouth of .ﬁwest of Pipeline Road

For the location of all our relatives in the area and driving directicons see

Goldendale map in Chapter 11, 64
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Aunes Scouller To John P.Nordwell.

VO = cETOS Warpanty Need

This Indeniture made the Eleventh day of Merch &.D.TQQ3, by end baiwsen Acnes Scouller
(single). Goldendele, of Klickitat County, Wash}ngtong party of the first part, end John P.
Nordwoll, Goldendale of ths same County snd State, psriy of the second part,

Witnesseth: That the sasid party of the first part, for and in consideration of the sum
of El.ht hundred (#800.00) Dollars, to ma in hand peid, by the said party of the sscond part
ths raceipt Whereof is hereby acknowledied, does by these presents jrent, barpain, sell,
convey and confirm unto the sald party of the second part, and to his heirs and assigns for-
avar, the following des¢ribed premises, situate? lying and being in the county of Klickitat
end State of Washington, to-witi;

The Eest helf (E4) of the North West querter (NW#) of Section Four (4) Township Four (4)
Wopth, Range Sixteen (16} E.W.M. conteining Eighty (%0) acres.

Tos sther with 8ll and sincular the tsnements, hereditaments sand appurtenances thereunto
belonging or in anywise appertaining.

To Have and to Hold, the ssme unto the sald John P.Nordwell, and t0 his heirs and ass-
igns forever; and she ddss hereby covenant with the sald grentes his heirs and essirns, thath
at the dete hereof she wkkX is well seized In fee simple of the premlses avove conveyed, and
she will end her heirs, executors snd administrators shell warreat and defend the title ther

=240 &8inst the lewful c¢leims or demands of any person or persons whomsoever.

Tn Wiinears Wherant T have hapsiim+n eat =e hond end ocal $hie 1740 dav P March 4.N.T0O03.

gi.ned, sealad and delivered in the presence 0f: ) Agnes Scouller. (Seah)
W.B.Presby- )
F-H.Hertwig- Witnesses. /

Stats of Washington,)
gounty of Klickitat,)ss: 7

I, W.B.Presby, a loterv Publiec 1n and for the State of Washington do hersby cer-
tify thet on this llth.dsy of’ March IS03, personally appeared before me AbneshScouller, an
unmerried lady to me known t¢ be the inaividual described in and who exscuted the within
instrument and acknowledged thet she executed the seme as her fres and voluntary act and
deed, for the uses and purposes therein mentioned.

Given under my hand and officiel seral this llth.caey of March A.D.IS03.
(L.8. { : W.BR.Presby.

Notary Publie for Washington, residing et
Goldendele, Washington.

0, AN 7
/%/ﬂ %
I e 2 7/

County Auditor.

Filed for record, March L&th.I903 at &:
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‘VO‘-q,,PﬁTE?T.. ~ John P. Mordwall,

L]

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

CERTIFICATE NO. momormms
Vencouver. . 0266,

S

Go all to whouy these Presente ohall Wone, Groetimg

v John D.. HMopdwell ... .
..ha3  depesited in the General Land Qffice of the United States a

" WHERBAS, ..

Certificate of the Register of the Land Office at . . Vancouver, Fashington

whereby it sppears that full payment has been iade by £he Said . o - i i L e 1 s e

. i .John.P.. Mordwall . .
nccardmg to thc provisions of tht Acc afConﬂn:se or:hc 2dth of April, 1820, cnurlca‘ ".~lu Act makm" furH:c-r provisions for tl'u‘ Sale

of the Public Lands," aud the ncts supplemenial thereto, for the.. .

CoGouth half.oof tho Yortheast quartsr.end. the Practional Morthrust
_quarher. of the Northeast quarter of Sachien four in Towpahlp four

_Forgh nT Ronrd sixteen Fas% oL the Willamette Weridlan, "ashingten,

accarding to the Officinl Plae of the Survey of the sail Land, returned to the Qeneral Land Oflice by the Surveyor General, which sqid
John Po Mopdwadl L e oo

NOW, KNOW VB, That the United Stnies of Amerien, fn considerntion of the premises, and fn conformity with the several
Acts of Congresa in suek case made and provided, have yiven nnd gravted, and by these prescuts do give pnd grant, unto the sq{d

dract  hag becn purchased Ly ehe smid. .. o o

TQ HAVE AND T0 HOLD the same, togceher with alf the rights, privileges, immunities and appurtcaances, of whatsocver

Hord:mll

apd 0. ... hieirs, the sasd tract  above described:

nature, thercunto belonging, vato the SBIG .. SOTIL Py Mapdenll e

.andto .. his. . _heirs and assigns, forever, sub_.lect 1o any vesled and
nccrucd wntcr nnhts .for mrmng, ngrreulturn.’ marufneiuring or other purpases, and rights to ditches and reservoirs uscd in conacetion
with such water rights ns may be recogized and acknowledged by the local custans, laws and decisions of courts, and also sulyject
to the right of the proprietor of a vein or lode, te extract and remove his orc therefrom, should the sawc be found to penetrate or

~—dmtersect the premiises hercby granted, as provided by Inw, and there is reserved from the lands herchy granted a right of sway thereon

i

for ditches or eanals constructed by the authority of the United Statcs,

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOQR, I S wWilldem B, Veft . . President of the United States of
Arnerica, Iinve caused these ketiers to be made Petent, and the seal of the General Land Office ¢ Le

hereunto nffixed.
Giver uader my hoad, at the City of Washington, the. .
Mareh

oire

twenty-gecond .day of
.y iz the yvear of our Lord one thousand nite hundred and

, and of the independence of the United States the one hundred

By the President ¥, H. Toft.
By .. VMW Yeurg. S .
pstent Fumher 52910. 7 B Seeretary
Leecorded Washingtaa ¥ol. . Page o N, Sanford.
Recorder o! the Genera.' La.ud OLEcc
Filed for Record at the request of... s o U Wowdwall o g 1112 ek . Pear,
LMLy 2ZPdea . _A.D. 19. 09« y
86 Yfor A NTUAAELT

By

.. - T
Deputy. County Auditor.
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Homestead Certificate WNo.
Application
WHEREAS, There has been deposited in the GENERAL LAND OFFIGE
of the Unlted States & Certificate c¢f the Register of the Land Office at
Vancou var, Washington whereby 1% appesrs that, pursuant to
the Act of Congress approved 20th May, 1862, "To secure Homesteads to Actual Ssttlers
on the Publi¢ Domain,"” and the acts supplemental thereto, the c¢laim of
John F. Wordwall .

has been established and duly consummatsd, in conformity te law, for the

Novth helf of tha Southwest puarter, the Southwest quarter of the Northwesy

quartar and thse Ifraniionel Nopthwash qus - of 4ha Northwest quarter of Section

Four in Township four Nozth of R Sivtnan East of the ¥lllamatie Meridisn,

Washington, centalining one hundrod plxty sand twantyfour hundredihs acro
v ¥

according to the Offtcial Plat of the Survey of the said Lend, returned to the GENERAL

LAND OFPFICE by the Surveyor General:

HOW KMOW YE, That there ts, therefare, granted by the UNITED STATES unto tho salid

Johit P, Hordwall
the tract of Land above describsd; TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the sald tract of Land, with

the appurtenances thereof, unto the sald John P. Hordwsll

and to  pig heirs and ossigns forever. subject to any vested and accrued water

rights for mining, agricultuvral, manufacturing, or other purpeses, and rights to
ditches and reservolrs used In conmeciion with such water rights, as mey be
recognized ond acknowledged by the local customs, lews, and decislions of courts,
and also subject to tha right of the proprietor of a2 voin or ledo to cxtract and
removeé hils ore therefrom, should the same be found t¢ penetrate or intersect the
premises hereby granted, as provided by law. And there ls reserved from the lands
hereby granted, & right of way thereon for ditcnes or canals constructed by the
authority of the United States.

B IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I, wWilliem H. T4 ; Presldent of the

United States of America, have caused these letters to be made

Patent, and the sesl of the CGenerel Land ¢Gffice to bes herceunto

afflxed.

GIVEN under my hand, at the City of Washington, the
adghth dey of August , in the year

of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and ten

and of the Independenee of the United States the one hundred

and  ¢hipey fifth
By the President: Wa..H?.Tafth

By M. -P..LoRoy . Secretary.
* He Wo Senford

Recorder of the General Land Offlce.

Recordsd puugnt Number L4zBo%el. -, Pege
Filea for Record this 3ggp  day 07 aypyet , 18312 y &t 10 ninutes
past & ofclock,. AM. ﬁ\ ; s 6
for— s 7 ;
87 . RN ,‘ai'(_,{,tf/.eu
County Auditory-—-

By Deputy.



Oon porch:  Oscar, Carl, Jéﬁn¢
Hartha

While there, Jobm's older kids went their own way. DPete marvied Buby
Scouller, thelr story continues in Chaprer 12, (laf merried Olive White, the
daughter of 2 retired Portland barber 1iving west o¢f town, Their storny
continves in Chapter 1l. Carrie was 1o Kensas City, Fansas where her Uncle
Peter Nordwell was living, Her story continues in Chapter 10.

Barly in 1910 John and his famlly pulled up thelr stakes Tor 2 fioal tinme
when they moved to western Washington., ¥or $4,000 cash, John bought a 160
acre farm in the Newaukun Valley south of Chehalis (see Newaukun Valley HMap).
They settled into the wery roomy 2 skory, & bedroom house. Apparently Pere,
Ruby and their 3 voung ones, Hazel, John and William wmoved to the farm at the
game time oy soon after.  In April, 2 vesr old John died of diphtheria at tlhe
farm. FLater that yvear Pete and Ruby moved onto Mouteasano.

Efght years before John bought the property the notorious Harry Tracy

shot and killed his double crossing and fellow fugitive David Merrill. Tracy,
once a member of Buteh Cassidy's gang, went on to become a Tamous bank robber
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NEWAUKUM VALLEY, WASHINGTON
(Near CHEHALIS. WasHInGgTON)

Kot=: Each Section Sguare = 1 mils

HALIS .
i

w5 Fp.&.mu I
1

\

fhacomber Rd
W, 4

o
1
N
N
\ T

Pattes fd

- e WE . mm W

—_— 2
e e e e e v Maurnn l'-Z‘.:'l(J = -3 4-I v - . =
Newaukumi} e %
ewau |.$ / BorovecRa. | , I
Urquhart Rd. || ® R % N e _gerwicn Jaa | Yales L f 72
- = - ! % o EfEf '
,.%\ #, 5 ‘_U Jn (j‘ S ﬁ"qﬂ
AL : \ o SN Taykor Rd
i G e — # 5 Ovchisll fir. *; €%, e
F £ L = Y q - ,
: Epn e By . i}
- £ OSSN\ ~7Za N PO T
3 \' "r . "?P r Rl %
! AN e =l e
) ; ) P, Wey,, I cds
d | B Hewaukum o .\\\ MWk, '\s‘-a A
= o \ Vallsy R4 ; . "
& R 3 - E % 5 Qg
= 5] \ Sammerville = 3
< X Rd. _ S -
s e e Em W R 1] -k : ,E’
: 33 B e
= Forest " o N
= \ First 4 _N_aga’\éfl?je\ % e “ﬂ%gﬂd
NAPAVINE
Pop 611

Location where David Merrill's body was found in July 1902, after being
shot by fellow fugitive and rebber Harry Tracy. Found in front of what iz
now Art Muellar's home at 400 Hewaukum Valley Rd.

John and Marths Hordwell's 160 acre farm; Erom December 1910 into the
1930's. Upon dohn's death, che propsriy was divided bstween thelr sons,
Carl and Osecar,

Site of Country Poor Farm during the dspression,

Two—room school where Carl, Oscar and, later, Bonnie attended,

Directlons: A leoop trip, Take I=-5 Exit 72 four miles south of Chehalis.
Go west onbto Hush Rd  as If going to Wapawvine, ©Go % mile and turn right
onto the Newgukum Valley R4, 1.2 miles down the road the Nordwell property
starts ., . . about 100 fest befors mall box §343. The property ends about
100 feet before the power linsa, Carl farmed the south half and lived in
the whits house at what iz now Box 343 west of the Hoad. Oscar built and
lived in the house on the river bank at what 1s now Box 272. Continue on
the road, stay right and go scross the bridge. Turn left onto the Rice Rd.
The hrwo-room school =its on the right at the first %00 gorner. This road
winds for 2 miles and returns to I-5 at Exit 476 and Chehalis,
ag



in his own right. The 1983 movie "Harry Tracy, Desperato” depicts Tracy znd
Merrill’s ezploits but gave the impression they met their end 1a Canmada.
Wrong., Merrill was shet on the property just south of what later became the
Nordwell's Newaukum farm (see Map). The body was found on July 1l4th, though
he was shot avound June 28th, 1902 and Harry's fate occurred on August 6, 1902
near Davenport, Washington,

Harry Tracy was etlll a topic of conversation when the Nordwells
arrived. The road to the farm was upland, near the railroad tracks. Later
Joehn and the other farmers donated right of way to the couaty so they could
buiid = road that followed the river . . . the Newaukum=-{iller Road. It was a
dirt dust bowl for years, then graveled and finazlly paved.

Carl was 127 and Gascar 8 when they moved to the Wewaulum farm inm 19310.
They attended a two room school about a mile from home and across the river.
Both went through the eight grade there and like most kide didun't go onto high
schowsl, Bonuie went to the first grade there also. The school stends today
and 1=z ysed for church gatherings and other community functions (see Map).

John, Martha and the two bovs cleared the farm and expanded its tillable

acreage gradually. Johnm had put in an orchard next %o the house., Carl and
Ogcar stay near the farm for vears and didn’t ge thelr own ways until the late
1920°g., Carl's story continues in Chapter 9 amnd Oscar's in Chapter 4.

Helther Jobhn nor Martha teok out U.S, cltizemship. Harthe spoke
but John situck with Swedish. He learned a few sociable words I1ike 1
thank wou but that was about it, This created avkward times for their
non~3wedish friends and relatives. Ruby, John's daughter—in-law apparently
was seldom thrilled to visit the in-law’s and the prospect of belang left out
of half the conversations.

John Peter lived to be 79, passing away on November 25, 1928, After his
death the farm was divided between the two boys. Carl built & house on his
share and Oscar and hiszs daughter Bonnie Jlived with Marths in the original
house. In the 1930°'s Oscar built Martha a small house next te the farm house
and the rest of Cscar's share was gold to Frank Mueller.

Martha worked hard om the farm and at ralsing the family., For several
vears, while in her 60's, she ralsed Bonnie, (sczr’s daughter. Bonnle recalls
that she apoke english well bet with a definitive Swedish accent. Bonnie
always kpaw when she was in trouble, She'd hesr her grandmother speaking
emotionally in pure Swedish! Martha was active and for years belenged to the
local garden cluk. She loved flowers and gardening.

Mertha lived on her little place until 1922 when she became unable to
take care of herself. She fell several times and it got to a poilnt where she
couldn't get up by herseilf. The dacision was made to wove her to a home,
Swade sure flew that day! Ruby Nerdwell wrote to Olive on May 30, 194G about
the move and put it in these words: “. . . (Martha) can't stay by herself so
they =mecld the house and moved her to an o¢ld ladies home. Jo say they take
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pratry good care of ber but sle don't like lr., Her address is 1104 South Gold
Btreet Cephralis, WHash.”

As things go Martha wasz there fov about a year when Jo, Carl's wifs, weat
to work at the home as an aide. Wartha now had an old friend to keep her
conpany. Martha passed away UOctober 12, 1942 gt ags 77, '

John and Martha lay st rest seversl plats from esch other in Caantralia's
Mt, View Cemstarv., Booale and myself havas divections o the ploke far those
who are interested. Donnie (Werdwell) Barten and her daughter Shevey recently
reploced  Johm's  flan  concvety  hesdebops, The eismeats had wors the
tuseription so ib was heraly legibie.

sohn & Marths Hartha & Jobn Boerdesell, and Ruby
Newaukus Farm 3 Pate Wordwell at Wewahuw farm

John & Martha's

Howanko Valley homw




Martha Yordwsll

Martha with her dog "Spot”



%3



NOTES

B S0

S 0 L S oL Mot o AL 00 o e K o

24

S e QUL RO G, L K K e et



=

o5
(s
E N

OSCAR ROBRDHW
Ogcar b
Nordwall: Oscar
Oscar was bora May 10, 1902 in the foothills of the Rocky Mountains iun

the family moved to a farm near

schosl in 1908, The small country

1 home, One afterncon Jscar didn't get

home as usual. When supper was the table and he still wasa’t home his

parents skarted wortyling and lookiung. d found him in t¢he far rield,
fifteen feet off the ground. The npeighborz buell had him frsed,

southeastern Colerado. The followling
Goldendale, Washington where O=o
school was a couple of large filelds

i |
!

When Oscar was age B the family moved to a farm in the
near Chehalis (see Newaukum Map in Chapter 7). Thera he
eight grade at the two roow school across the river from the
and worked on the farm into his carly twentiass,

Weller, a widow with a small girl.
of tuberculecsisz. Oszcar and Joy, as

In 1926 Oscar marvied Elizapeth
Her first husband, Mz. Laxdall, had
she wag known, were living in 0§ . Washington when their only child,
Bonnie, was born en Aupust 17, 1927. Within a few wmonths Oscar's dad became
111 and Oscar decided to move back te help ou the farm.

Joy's mother was taking carse of Boannle and Oscer’'s two year old
gtep-daughter while they were moving. After esupper the step—daughter pushed
back from the table with her feet and cippad herself over in her high chalr.
After the usual crying and hurting her grandmother put her to bed. The next
day she had a fever and died a few hours later of a brain hemorrhage.

Oscar inherited half (80 acres) of the family farm when his father died
in 1928, By then Joy, who had been 111, became very slck. She apparently had
contracted tuberculosls from her first husband. There was no known remedy at
the time -- so it was just a matter of time. Martha took care of Joy and
Bonnle until the work got to be teo much. So Oscar and Carl bired Johanna
(Jo) Rydman to help. Joy, like mos=t tuberculesis patients of the day were
igolated from others in the family with ths hope no one else would cateh it,
Joy spent a lot of her last wyear sitting in a chair on the house's huge

porch. On November 13, 192% ahs d ie now in Centralia's Mt.
View Cemetary wheve John and Martha Nordwell i ouriad,
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OSCAR NORDWELL

9

6

b. May 10, 1902 Ofney Springs, Colorado
d. Maxch 1, 1983 [§0) Tacoma, Washington
I
[ 1
Elizabeth "Joy"” Wellex Golfdie Mae Baxtex
b. b.
d, Nov. 13, 1929 d.
Chehatis, ua. Divorced in the 194604
Oscarn’ s
s Stepdaughten Oscar’s
Bonndie May Nendweff d. 192s? fffﬂiﬂﬂ___
b. Aug. 17, 1927 Tony Bekt
Bfaine, Wa.
d.
Monte Garold Banton
b, May 15,1924
Chehalfia, Wa.
d.
1
{ ] | § it [
Lois Lee Sheary Dawn Monte Jean Jeanne Marig|€fizabeth
. Dell
b. 1/28/47 b, 1¢/4/48 b. 1/16/51 b. 6/3/40 b, 9/3/69
Centrnalia, Centralia, Centralia, Centralia, Centralia,
We . Wa, Wa. We . Wa.
d. d. d. d. d.
JL | : _
§ I 1 |
Leslie D, Verne A. Jenny L. (;aneat L Rofand
Lindingex Eawdin Swonrd Andenson|fJef§" Smith
b. b. b b. b.
. . . d.
i | ‘ I | |
Brepda L. Robenrt A Jerry G. Jasen L. Courtney M.
b. 4/10/66 b, 4/18/1 b. 6/28/69 b. 10/27/73 b, 10/31/77
Cynthi R, Christine L, Tammy M, Jeffry S.
b, /11767 b. 5/28/7¢2 b. 11/26/7¢0 b, 8/1/8¢
d. 10/17/8¢
ALE of Oscar's grandchifdren aend great grandchilfdren have been
boan {n Centralie, Washingdon
August 1985

AL dates arne month/day/yeax

#,4 4in brackets indicate age at
death



The truth of the matter was Osecar wa#u" much interested in fatming or
farm work, When he 1 ited the eighty acres he had the heying and anything
else he could done on shares., That way hls cattle had plenty of feed but he
didn't hawve to do the work. About this tims be get 3 Job 3s g brickburner at
Chehalig Brick

In the early 193078 Oscar had decided that he would someday remarry. So
he built a small house on the north edge of the property nezt te the river and
put in a well. Its still there and looks about the same except the trees are
full grown. He alao bullt Martha a small house next to the old farm house.
Once this was done, ths gld farm house and most of the land was sold to Frank
Mueller, This wzs in 1933 or 1934,

untdl Oscar married Goldile Mae
sumpers with Martha. Goldie
The four of them lived in
scar got & chance to trade the
made with & half acre or so

Marths pretty muah zﬂLﬂe4 Bommie from 192
Baxter in 1934, ILater i
had a son, Ted Bell,
Oscar's new house. Hot
place for two places |
held back for Martl

Actually OUscar's marrlage to Goldle upset his sister Carrle in Kansas.
From an Octoher 13, 1935 letier from Carrie to 0Dlive Nordwell in Goldendale:
* .+ « how iz (sc g he married yet? What is the matter
with him thet he don't to me any more. I supposs he got 2ove
at me what I wrote and told hdm., I wrote to & girl in Idndsborg and
she was all most ready to go on the train to Washington and she got
a letter from him and say that he was married. She sure did fesl
bad te. I mno her real well. I don't think that was s wvery nice
thing for him to do. That was about a year or two age. Jhe sure
did think s lot of him.

Oscar apparently got on the wromg slde of other relatives then.
Ruby mentiomed in several of her letters to Olive that he seldom gited his
mother when she was 1n (he aursiopg home even though he drove by daily on the

way to and Ifrom work. Likewiss when his brother was in rfhe hospital; Oscar
lived closer than any other melative but seidom visited Carl.

In 1941 Oscar quit kis brlckburoing job and moved the family to Tacoma.
They rented a house om south 17th Strset; a2 house, that Boonle says left a lot
to be desived. It was wartime though so they felt lucky to have a house.
Oscar got on a&& a painter at the Todd Ship Yard., Later they moved to South
Tacoma Avenue where the Coodwill stors 1s wow locatsd,

Toward the end of the war Ted was 25 and on his own; Boonie had turned
17, and Goldie and Oscar decided to go 1unto business for themselves. They
moved back to their home at 1115 Seuth Tower in Centrslia and bought a
restaurant. The Alcha (afe, which wag loecated where the laundromat sits today
at Tower and Maple, was & family operation. Both Ted znd Boonie pitched in.
There were many lopng hard hours put into the effort and it pald off. They had
a good clisntels at all three meals, rill  whipnge didn't work out.

b=
-



There wers many disputes between Oscar and Coldie and within 2 year the
flare-ups led them to sell the business and separate.

Oscar returned to Tacoma and found & jJob with a landscaping firm and
later returned teo painting which he liked a lot better. Ted went his own way
and Bomnnie married Monte Barton om October 13, 1945, Oscar worked for &
palnting coantractor. He painted lots of houses, imcludinmg s bumch at Fort
Lewls and several stores Iincludinz the Albertson store in Centralla which is
now the Sheop-Rite. Along the way he had a falling out with his boss and quit
his job. Shortly, though he was back to painting. This time at the Martimac
Ship Yard. BHe worked there until he retired in 1967 at the age of 653.

411 threugh his life Oscar enjoyed having a fancy new car. He seemed to
keep to himself pretty much . . . at least he dida't wvisit with his family and
relatives much, After retirement he stayed irn Tacoma, Iliving in various
apartments until he passed away on March 1, 1983 and iz buried &t the Grand
Mound Cemetery which is at the coraner of Apricot Street and 183rd npear
Rocheater,

Bomnle Nordwell Barton

Bonnie and Monte lived in Centraliz. Monte, who wss a fruck driver,
delivered railroad tiee from the mill tc the railroads. That job lasted entil
about 1950, After that Monte and Bonnle picked ferme to keep golung
financially until bhe got a job on the Northern Pacific section c¢rew near
Moclips. By then the family included three girls: Lois Ies (1947}, Sherry
(1948), end Monte Jean (1951i). The section crew job was good but Monte was
getting sick all too often. The doctor said it was a reaction to the creocsote
in the ties, go it was moving time again.

They went back te Centralia where Monte drove truck sgain and Boonle went
to work at Nationsal Fruit Canning. In 1960 Jeanne was bora and their fifth
daughter Elizabeth “"Lisa”™ was born in 1965. Donnie moved over to HModuline
which makes prefabricated homes. She liked that job but the work became too
heavy., She worked on the beams and ceiling sheetrecking. Now =zhe works
seascnal jobs when they come up. Monte drivese bus for Twin Transit and the
four older girls are married and have deliversd their parents ten
grandchildren.
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Joy Nordwell haolding daughter
Bomie

Oecar

Dsrar & daughter Bonnie



Oscar 4 nelghbor Clarsnce

the hunters ., . .
Miller




to match sticks.

In 18498 ¥ ten W town. OR
May 15th ef Arl was che family farm,

later. Filrst
o, and in 1910 te the Newaukum

As described earller, the family 1
to Colorado, then to Goldendale, Washiagto
Valley south of Chshalis,

Carl went: L‘,h?‘r:.ugl‘i t e Ji__-;iill.’h ade at the two—room school

£ tar that, he belped around the fam and

fyom the farm. A

[}

ook
cutside jo pccagionally, When World War I broke out in was about
to turn 1%9. He put off : up unktil 1519, when ! '
. Just what he wasg te do in the
Army 1is not known, but as luck would have it, Armistice Day, November 11,
1912, came bafore h

I he joined the Army. He
wag off to basic and then specilalized cralniog
12 Wa§ BeIL

overscdas.,

He returpmed homs and coutinued to help his dad at home. Cazl was 30 in
1928 when his father died and he inherited half the Family farm. Io 1929 Carl
married Johanna (Jo) Rydman who he and Oscar had hived to help
with Oscar’s wife, who had tuberculosla, and young Boanle., Jo, who was a
widow, had 13 children. The youngest was five or slx yearz old at the tiwme,
but several were grown and on thelr own. So it wasn't as crowded as it might
have been. Carl and Jo, as you might imagine, i no children of their own.

They lived iIn a house 4in back of the farm by the old road near the
railroad. He later built a new home and a2 barn on his place, across the field
from the family home and by the new road. The house 1s there today, but has
been remodeled and leoks a lot different than originally.

In 1931 Carl so0ld his share of the farm and toock his family and work
horses to the Grays Harbor area, There he and his horses logged for several
year8. Later he became a millworker. He was working nights at the Blagen's
M11l when tragedy struck. On o dark, rainy night, Carl was walking across a
small bridge. Trom the othar direction a lumber carrier loaded with timbers
was heading his way. The strest wasn't lighted aund the cag¢rier had very dim
lights. Carl couldn’t =zes the timbers and apparently the driver didan't see
Carl at =11, Carl ; His g from the thigh to the kneecap turned
diteh for gquite some time., His yelllng
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brought no response, Finilly somsone asked the carrier driver {f he had seen
Carl and he gald no. So the driver went ocut to look fer himg by them Carl
had lost lors of blood end was ia shock.

Carl was on the critical list for about ten days and when he appeared to
be berter, he had a stroke ~—— so hs was back on the critieal list. All this
took its toll, phyaleally and mentally, His leg was pinuned together and after
monthe he was on his feet, but barely. Then thare wss pain. He never fully
recovered from the pain or the horrible experiences, He would wake up pighis
gereaming, reliviag the accident, fealing the pain. He was alse having
extreme and unpredictable viclent apells. '

Carl's family also suffered. The fFinancial burden forced thesw out of
thetiy home. His violent spells forced Jo and Qscar to commit farl to Western
State Hospltal for treatwent., The stress led Jo to @ nervous breakdown which
fortunately was short~lived. Carl wasn't so lucky. He had his ups and
downg, At firat he came home falrly often, but as it would turn out Lthey warve
only shart stays. Those violent spells always rveturned. Ha came fo
understand his condition gnd rold Jo that he was afraid he'd hurt somebody and
that it was begt If he staved permanently at Stellacoom.

Over ten years after the accident, Ruby, in one of her letters o Qlive
{February 1, 1950), described Carl's cowmdition in these wordss ". . . he is
better in his mind than he has ever been zince he got hurt but I don't feel
1ike I am able to take care of him. He capn walk around but his arm 1s etill
helpiess.” He loved to bave wvwisitors and always rtalked up a stomm. On
Mareh 17, 1951, at the age of 52, he died and was buried a2t the hespital
cemetery.,

Sarl Mordwell ab Hewaukum Ezrm

igz
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{th Mary, Lester
duwell

farl Wordwell in Perior of

Hewankum farmhowse . . . fznhcy
suit and button-up shoss

Sarl Hordwell
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CARRIE MORDWELL PEYERSOH

2 = B o b i - - - T - s %
Carrie & Andrew Petarson, & Peter Nordwell of Eansas

Like her brot Patar am mrrie was born io Galfren, Sweds
ons at Carries birth, on June 13

new home . . . America.

Her mother Britta died, from comp

1884. By age four, she was on her

Carrie apparently spent most of her adult life in or near Fanszas Oity

City,
Kansas. BShe settled somewhere nesar her dad's brother Pete who had been their
for several years. Wheiher she stayed with her uncle initially is not koown.
We know she did ncot come west with the family when they left Oklahoma arcund
1900 (s=e chapier 7). It is wvery possible that she settled in Fansas City
before that. B3he married Andrew Petersen who was born January 18, 1891l. They
had no children. Net much else is known about Carrie, except that zhe worked
for many years for a hotel.

Carrie kept in touch with her kin out west via letter. 8ix letters to
Qlive Nordwell have been saved and zve in the possessien of Winnie Nordwell
Stevens in Goldendals. From these lettars and the few piletures avallable we

her 1life.

~

can get a glimpse of
October 13, 1938 (Address: 201 W. 30th RKansas City, Kansas)
"Andrew has not worked in six months.”

"Our Uncle Pete is dead he passed away about four monthe ago.
I never got any time tec write and let you know about him. He died
at the poor ? (illegible).”  (His birth certificate shows that he
died March 26, 1235 in the town of Harmiff, which has probably been
absorbed into Kansas City today and that he was a stonsmason.)

“Andrew is hard woerking, nice to me. I couldn’t got any better
man, "

November 3, 1942
" . . . we have not been homz for two Sundays. We have been
helping friends of ours outr at Smithville, ¥Mo. on a house ithey have

3 0 o



"I am golug over to see cousin Olaf and his wife today. Olaf’s
wife is not at all well.”

“Hope Carl and slszo Jo sre better.”
Pebruary 9, 1954 (Address: Kansas City, Kansas)

“Andrew is etill  (1llegible)} he camn get ap other job, He
is to old he was 63 yeavs young the Jan 18th and I will be 70 4in
June the 13th, Least I still feel like a spring chicken., But I can
work away very hard 1 get pretty tired some times,” ‘

e o« » L don't have much to do now In our two room house, We
like it fine, only thing we can do much on it, 1t takes the mouay so
we Just get a little lumber . . . lumber i1s su high here.”

"

July 5, 1954 (Address: Kansas City, ¥ansas)

“It is sure hot here, 75 degrees in the city; if we only had
cold nights so we could sleep. . . . Everything is dry, we had g
iittle garden that is dryiog wp. Andrew had (not) worked since last
year, we are getting pretiy short on woney.”

Andrew & Carrie in Kansas

R R

R
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OLAF BORDWELL )
The 0laf & Olive White Nordwell family--Winnie,
Alma, Melburn "Nick®

On Msy 11, 1887 0laf celebrated his 6th birthday in Sweden. A week later
he was on his way to America. They went first to the upper midwest and then
to Oklahoms and Colorado.

0laf went through the eighth grade but learned his English f£flrst from
gsheep herders in the midwest, His family stayed pretty much in Swedish
settlements when they were filrst iIn MAwmerica and at home Swedish was it as
neither parent spoke English.

Wot long after his 16th birthday 4im 1903 the family pulled inte
Goldendale, Washington where 0laf gettled permapently. The Nordwell farm was
located three miles north of town off the Orchard Heights Road. 0laf worked
at the home farm but more and more followed seasonal jobs. He went to the
Yakima Valley to pick hops and fruit, He also worked the wheat harvest and in
the winter had a job at the briek wvard in Granger, Washington.

By 1910, at age 29, he was foremsn on the O. J. Neleon ranch alse located
in the Orchard ares. By then he was courting Olive White and wedding bells
sounded at moom Apvil 28, 1910:

White-Nordwall

"Migs Olive White, a charming and well-kaown young lady of
Goldendale, and Mr. Ol=f WNordwall of Hood River were united in
marriage at the home of the bride's pavents in this city Thureday,
April 28, 1%1C, =t High noon. Rev. Suhr of the Lutheran church
officiating. The groom is the [foremsn for Mr. 0. J. Nelson; the
Hood River capitazlist, who has been purchasing large tracts in this
valley,

The guests pregent were!: MWrs. Harriman, Mr. and Mrs Wm. Rust,
Mr. and Mrs. John White, Mr. Albert White, Jesasie White, Mr. and
Mrs. John Nerdwall, Mra. Lillie Divers, Mr. sad Mrs. I. F. Robertis,
Miss Daisy Roberts, Miss Minnie Roberts, Mr. Carl HNordwall, Mr,
Oscar Nordwall,
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continued faom Chapter 6

OLAF NORDWELL OLIVE WHITE
b. May 17, 18817 Marn ied B. Apadd 12, 1890
Afta Pardish, Apadidf 28, 1910 Gofdendale, Wa.
Sweden Gotdendafe
d. Oct. 3, 19538 {72) d. October 74, 1084 [24)
Goldendale, Wa. Goldendale, Wa,
Winnie Esten Afma Beldf Melburn "Nick"
b, 6/28/1912 b. 3/2/1916 b, 9/25/1919
Goldendafe, Wa, Goldendafe, Wa. Goldendafe, Wa.
d. d. 4/28/1934 (18) d.
Gofdendale, Wa.
§/26/1932 Vancouvenr i 77771951 Camas, Wa.
Hanofd Stevens Lee Anderson 0fga |Wagnen) Parton
b, 6/14/1911 b. B8/5/1920 b. 7/4/1915
Goldendale, Wa.
d. 16/14/1982 (71) d. 7/27/1957 1(3¢) d.
Safem, Ok . Pasco, Wa .
I — 0%aa has 5 chifduien
Harofd "Venn™ Jo Ann , Steve by a previous marmniage
b. 9/36/1934 b. 11/21/1936 b, 11/3/1947 Caxmella {Partoni Larson
White Salmon - Gofdendale Goldendafe Rogexr Parton
Wa . Laray Parfon
d. d. d.
9/5/53 {Camas,Wa. 9/3/55 [Camas,Wa.
Rancene Ronald Kathayn
Clark Myens
b. 4/22/35% b. 1/2/1935 b. T1F/20/1950
Camas, Wa. Varcouves,
d Wa,
: d. d.
I i !
Brent Ronafd, Ixn. Kyle
12/26/57 5/9/56 4/15/72
Renee Teary Josh
2/11/62 10/4/58 16/12/77 August, 71985
Tammy ALL dates are month/day/yeaxr
6/15/672

#'4 in brackefs {ndicafe age

at death
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Amonmg the presents received o Nordwall,
water set and clock; Mr. and Mrs cow, 14
chickens, check fer $10, table Iilne nd napkins; Dalsy Raberts,
lace curtains; Minnie BRoberts, twe plece 33 Albert White,
Japanese selb; Jeasgle Wl wels; Mrs. John White, pitcher
and spoonr holder, butter 1 gnd &r 3 Mrs, Presber, bed spread;
Mrs., Harriman, salad bowl; Mrs. Lillie Divers, sofa cushion: Mrs.
Bthel Divers, fruit dish; Misg Shirley Dllliree, cake plate; Carl

and Oscar Nordwall, brush and comb.

i

Armed with a supply of

CLEAT

and © the newly

B8 ranges, etitcetera,

wedded covaS attempted to get out of town with a livery rilg without

being caught by the charivari party, but owing to the team

away and throwing them out plans miscarri Ebmdwhut a

nelther ' gmash up. The tinel “hedir many

friends pns, "

Olive’s father, James E. Whilte, was a barber from Fortl o They
had a2 small farm near Goldendale. The Whit one of the early Goldendale
families. They were out of Migaouri ?Fﬂ came to Portland in 1844 and to
Goldendale in 1877,

Not lopg after their wedding the other Novdwells moved 1o Western
Washington.

ust how loag Olaf stayed on at Helson'®s is not known. B
was born on June 28, 1912 ithey wers 5_1ying with Cora Hamelik, a s=ist of
0live’s living in Goldandale =t t is now 216 Sentinel Street

Back in 1888 half of Goldanpd i weulb up in flames.
An eveni coumon in thoss days as leed water gystems needed to fight
fires. All to fregquently amzll to e disasters. HNow in 1912 or
13 0Olaf was having & tough tlme gteady ‘gbo About then the city
decided it was tlme to put in a water 4vstem and hired Olaf, 8till it was
only a swvmmer job, The family howevar was well taken care of because of
0laf's resourcefulness. The part time dJoebs brought 4im cash for the
eszentlals. He also loved to Tunt aud undoubtedly put those skills to good
use. He also trapped for the fur oxr the bounty when the governmsnt was trying
to reduce the predator animal | lation.

By 1915 his job prospecis

Marysville gtands today. The

and guickly accepted the wmanagsrs job

were 8111 far and
decided to jeln their kin in Wegtern Washington.
ware getiting ready to move when he was offered

&~ b

Iew

between, so he and Qlive
They bought acreage where

at the 600+ acre Portland-Goldendale

Farm. The ranch, owned by a Portlapd corporation, was & wmedern affalr with a
gravity irrigatiocn system, They raised plgs, cattle, alfalfa and had two
hired-hands the year round and a bunch duving the haying season The
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Thomas Scouller®s §0 acre farm 1893 to 1905; since 1956 the home of Wieck
and Olga Nordwell. . . go & mile past Poster Rd, The long driveway off
Pipeline Rd. to the house is the south boundary.

John P. Wordwsll*=s= 80 acre farm purchesed Efrom Bgnes Scouller in 1903 for
3800, . - » west of pipeline R4, at ths Junetion
of Pipeline and Orchard Heights roads,

John P, Mordwell®s 119 acre purchase of Publie Lands in 19209, (Ses Chp. 21
for papers) . . . i directly aast of @ .

John P. Hordwell®s 160 acre Homestead granted in 1912, after the family
moved to western Washington?? Property Seems overlap with . -
e o« o lmmediately north of west of Pipellne Road.

Olaf HWordwell managed this, The MHelson Ramch, from 1910 to about 1912,
Approximate location only.

Peter J. and Ruby Fordwell's 82 aore farm and Homestead applied for in
December 19068 but denied in June 1910. « » » Just
over 4 miles north of town on Bloodgood RA, Watch for the power lines
which bisect the property.

Claf Mordw=ll manged this, the 6004+ acre Portland Goldendals farm from j915
to 1920. Blrthplace of Alma Wordwell , . . about 7 milss W.W. of town off
Hilli Road; it's a dirt road, The power lines cut across the southern
thicd,

Olaf and Olive Mordwell's 160 acre Ffamily farm which they lived at From
1920 to 1934. . . just NW of ; on Hunter RA. where it makes a ygQ Eurn
and intersects with Turkey RaniTl Rd,

Site of the Spring Hill School where Winnie Nordwell spent her elsmentary
school vears . . . from Hill Rd, turn onto Enox R4.

Site of the Blockhouse School where HWick and Alma Wordwell attended. The
Blockhaouse was also used for dances and other social functions during this
time. . . on Highway 142 west of kown about a 2 miles past Hill R4,

1

I0FF Cemstery where 01af, ©Olive, and Alma Wordwell are bpuried. . . off
Bloodgood Rd. take the 1st road into cemetsry. Their headstones are 3 rows
in and the 7th and 8th headstons to the right, next to the juniper trees,

Original site of the Goldendale Meatk Co and Btockyards where Wick Hordwell
worked and in the 1950°'s operated hla custom slaughter service . . . just
north of WE Third ave, where it me=ets N, Eing St,

Goldendals Meat Co. and Slaughter houss where Hick HMordwell worked for
geveral years and currently works part time, 13472 S0, Roosevelt,

Home that 0laf Hordwsll bullt in 1935 and the family residence aver szince.
The current home of Winnie fordwell Stevens . . . 202 N. Academy St.

Olaf and Olive Wordwsll's ip-town farm and home from 1934 - 1835. It was
about 2 acres bounded in general by HRoosevelt, Collins, allen znd King
Streets. The barn was on Rocsevelt near Collins. 0laf later built the
house currently at 601 E. Collins today.

Home of Olive Wordwell's glster, Cora Hamelik, where Winnle was born in
1912 and Wick in 1918. The family lived with the Hamelik's in 1912 and
possibly 1212 , . . 216 Sentinel Street,

gite of the Elickitat Pine and Box Co. Mill where Olaf worked £rom 1935 Lo
1946, It Ia currently a Bolse-Cascade mill, South of Railroad Avenue next
to the track and BPA Power Substation.
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irrigation system worked great but didn’t cover the entire vanch because of
the terrain. (laf loved to tell about when ths corporate brass ceme out to
look things over. They spent some time on the irrigation system, The brass
were sgure they could get water to vounder field. The eonly problem was the
water would have to have gone up hill} '

The work was hard. Running a large ranch succeasfully without
electricity nor internal combustion engine couvldn’t have been easy. Of course
they were accustom to the work and did well, In fact, this was a prosperous
time for the family. They bought their first car in 1918 and were able to set
some money aside., Durlng this time Alma Bell and Melburn were born. Alma in
1916 and "Nick”™ in 1519.

In 1920 the farm was sold and (laf lost his job. He and Glive took their
savings and put a down payment on a 160 zcre ranch 9 miles northwest of towm
next to the Portland-Goldendale farm. There 0laf raized cattle, alfalfs and
started a dairy herd of guernseys, and Jerseys, He also rented cther places
and grew wheat. Olive of course was busy raising the children, keeping the
houschold running and everybody fed and clothed. She zlso sold vegetables,
fruit, milk and butter from the farm.

Wipnie described those early years, 1915 to 1930, in Goldendales this way:
“DBad loved to hunt and fish when time permitted. He had a dry

genge of humor. My mom was the opposite and loved teo tesse and joke
although dad loved to play pranks, together they made a good team.

During ocur growing up period we never wanted £or clothes or
food. Living on a2 farm we could raise all fruit and vegetables
needed, the cellar was full of canned produce., Ws always ralsed
beef, plgs, chicken and sheep, so cur meat supply was a varlety.
Dad would take a load of wood to Marybill peach orchards and come
back with 2 load of fruit. I remember one yvear wmom and I canned 350
quarte of peaches alone. We didn’t know what an allowance was. Our
outings were to come to town on Saturday night, listsn to the band
play, once in awhile go to the movie. Sometimes there was a street
dance., On Sunday it was to church, which were held in school
houses. If it was warm, the sermon was given outside, Just like
the song the 'Little Church in the Wildwood®. After church there
was wsually a picnic. In the winter our recreatiom was parties,
dances and neighborhood get togethers. I've gome to dances since I
was 6 weeks old. Dad damced but really didan’t enjoy it like the
rest of us, but he would always take us. In those days we usually
danced till daylight, Those who didn‘t damce would play checkers.

My biggest hobby was horse back riding. I had a2 pony and my
five girl friends did too. We would take a sack lunch and ride the
countryside. Nick loved to hunt and fish. Alma was & home body and
loved to sew and embreoider,
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I wouldm't ; Lots of
y hand as

hard work, as being
well as momsz nelper, working as
dad rented several places and grew wheat. That meant worklng from

daylight till dark,

They did well at Tirst but
0laf was no exception. When Che
farm prices fell drastically and
County wheat pricea that stood
1929, Imn the early 1930'zs some
bushel.

few farmers in those daya truly prospered,
20'g came to a crashing halt L
te stayved lean for years. In K;lﬁ'

er buahel 1in 1920 were
i ag little as E.

The Nordwalls were luck
stores ia Golden
resourcefulneas
stores actual
quarry, and
comfortably. .
the hay. B g he winters feed was a fatal blow. Hather

ligs during the
Olaf

3
contrast

= [

L U.L_d-\_!.l.u.‘,l

sgtroyed their

the Ffarn building, fer
nothing. E:bld@q i

having to alan loat Alma, She died of a thyroid

1
preblem she had since hirth,

Pine
0lat

Lo du around

got a Job with the
and Box 5 2 . Cascade Mill oper:
woLked there for several years and did about everything the
the mill.

When thev moved, 1t prelty the
vary heart »l town. A acre or two ai cow and
chickens., The proper Lts near the middle school ng Drive

and E. Allen, and beixs 5, King and $. Roosevelt strests., 0laf buzlt the
house at 601 E Collins Te. which sezs on the 5W corner of the property. He
algo built the house at 2 5. Academy which i1s wow Wimnnie's home and has been
the family howme for the past 530 years. The Colline Drive home may have been
built last as it was for Nick when he was first married.

In 1935 0laf bought the Academy Street lot and grabbed his hammer and saw
and started building. Eight months later they had themselves a new three
bedroom home. The lumber came from the mill where lhe worked, so he get a good
deal there and with his own laber . . . they owned nary a nickel on the house

when they moved in. Thne house Ffeatured all the latest convenlences;
electricity, running water and indoor plumbing.

By World War II Winnie and Nick were on their cwa. Wionle had married
Harold Stevens in 1932 and Wird was off fighting in the Pacific,

After 11 yvears at the =nill 0laf retired in 1946 at age 65. Their only



retirement Zlacome was a small soclal security payment however, =o he took up
janitor work., He spent eight hours a night at the local bank and a few other
buslneasses cleaning ard in the winter also kept the furnaces stoked.

0laf hbecame 111} in 1949 with cancer of the prostrate gland and paseed
away Qctober 3, 1933 at age 72.

Olive was a hardy soul. She took care of the family saud loved to
crochet, knit and sew. Her skill, patlience and pride are very visible in her
art work. She continued these activities until her death on Qctober 24, 1984
at age 94, Today, 0laf and Olive lie at rest next t¢ their deughter Alma in
the IO0F Cemetery north of town off of N. Columbus Ave. To £ind them enter
the first gate. On the right side, 2 rows in from Columbue they are the
seventh and elghth headstome. They're marked by flat headstonss and two seven
foot jumipers planted by Nick inm the 1%50°s,

Wimnnie Eeter Nordwell Stevens

Winnie was born June 28, 1912, the first of three children. {live and
0laf had left the Nelson Ranch and were staying with Olive's gister Cora
Hamelik in Goldendale.

A couple of years later they moved out to the Portland-Coldendale Farm.
While thers in 1918 Yinnie started going to the Spring Creek School, The
school had onse teacher, 9 grades and an ink well om every desk. It wasn't
long before she was initizted to schogl 1life. Her curls were dipped in the
ink well behind her. The villszin, Harcld Stevens. The Stevens family moved
to Poriland a2 couple years later, Harold, however rTeappsared in Goldendale
now and then to visit relatives znd friends.

The MWordwell kids were well dressed for school thanks to thelr skilled
parente. Olive loved to sew and was quite s seamstress. Meny a night she'd
stay up at her Frarklin sewing machine. The next morning the giris would find
z new dress lying om thelr bed., While 0live made the clothes;, 0laf was an
expert shoe cobbler and stitched and resoled the famlly shoes wup iutc the
1920*s, He was a perfectionist when it came to shoes znd was very particeular
about the f£it of the children®s shoes. Winnie recalls that brown heavy brogue
oxfords were the fad with teenagers. She really wanted a palr but her feet
wera too narrow for any at the local store. ©laf being a good father he was
took her to the local ecobbler and made 2 bargain. The cobbler made the shoes
and 0laf delivered $18 worth of firewcod, which would have bought three pair
of ordinary shoes.

Winnlie graduated from G.H.5. 1o 1%31; that night Harcld Stevens
reappeared. A year later, on August 26, 1932 Wiannle and Harold were married
iz Vanceuver. They moved to Portland where Harcld started to work at the
Viking Bakery on Frapklin Street. The depression was gtill ia full swing and
s0 to speak there wasn’t emough bread to go around. At least net of the green
variety and the bskery went broke, They returned tc Goldendale where Hareld
went to work in the local bakery.
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Im 9 the bakery =amd got omn with the

Departuwent of in 1936, He was on the maiptenance

southwest Washing In the winter he worked out of the F1i

was in Vancouver the rtest of the year. The crew was sent
fa T

month of ditehing ian the summer of 1938, Rather thao sl
agsignmens of home

, Winnie hired on as the crew cock.

Turing World War I1I Winnie and Harold ssps
Winnie lived in the TPortland-Vancouver area for
started working as a clerk for J. €. Pennsy in
gpent most of har retail career in shoes with the
Store. In 1974 0live came to live h Winnie,
retired for the first time But the ink wasn't dry om her
when she was back working at Nadean's Shoes & Clothing Store
Mall. She 1 there until the store closed in 1984,
Winnle reall : 1gust 1984 she and Clive mav
family ho in Goldendale where she current
she'e out of = agaifi. This time she's a parc—-time
sister—inwlan'iﬁlga_ who 1g slte manager of the local senlor
puts In tws or Lthree days a week in the kitchep helping preps
wealg ©l serve daily,

n the Veancouver
4 =T

In A

Alma Bell Nordwell

Alma was born at the Portland-Goldendale Farm on March 2, 1916.
the family small fry. Actually she had a2 serious thyrold discrdey
stunted her growth. It wasn't really poticed until she approac
ptill wasn't walking. She went through the eighth grad
smaller t - gecond graders. Today medicine can correct the problem
for &lms it meant heing different and death in 1934 at

ayan  then

Mélburn "Hick"”

The family wes living at the Portland-Coldendale Farm In 1919 and Ollve
was expecting thelr thicd child, The arrival date cturnsd out to be
September 25, the name Melburn., He, 1like his sister Winnie, was born =zt his
Aunt Cora’'s in Goldendale. By the age of five he was being called Wick.

Hig early years were spent on the farm so he had plenty of chores to keep
him busy and out of mischief. At age 15 (1934), the family moved into
Goldendale aftar fire destroyed the barn apnd winter feed. Before graduating
from high school in 1937 he mowed lawns, etacked firewood, worked in the hay
fields and anything else he could find to do for his spending money.

After graduating he went to work at Klein Bros. Meat Market. When World
War II broke out he went into the =ervice, At first he was in the Army Alr
Force where they =ent him to wmeat cutting school. Several wmonths later he
grangferrad te the machine gun section of the 1%h Infantry, 24th Diviasion,
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Company Y. Nick and his unic saw action Ffirst hand in the Phillipines and
Leyte. ILike his cousin Lester Nordwell, Nick®s also stsyed over for the
occupation end did not get home entil late in 1945,

Returning to Goldemdale, Niek went back te his job with the mest company
until it wae sold, later he married Lee Anderson and lived In the Collins
Drive howme. They had twe children; Stave on Novembery 3, 1947 and Kathyrn on
Movembar 20, 1250, before they divorsed,

For 16 years Nick ran his own custom slaughter service, He reanted the
old stockyard fscilitles which are located at the corpner of N. ¥ing and NE
Third Avemnne. He later weanl to work for the Goldendale Meat Co. In 1982 he
"retirved” but still works there 30 te 40 hours a wesk as z butcher,.

Nick married Olga Wagner Parton eon July 7, 198L. Five yezrz later they
movad out to the couvntry . . . they bought the o01d Scouller properiy in
Orchard Heights. 'The place had only ome tree, a large garage/machine shed asnd
@ barn. Wick planted some tregs and traasformed rhe garvage Inte the nlece
three bedrsom house that is their howe today., The bare wes made of logs and
was thers when the Scoullers settled theve in 1913, Wiek had asked his Anat
Raby Hordwell when the barp was huilt, She didn't koow but said it wasn'i new
when her Ffather moved onto the farm. Today the log barn is still is good
ghape but has 3 couple of additions and a Lin rocf on its zouth side to
protect it from the welght of t%ﬁ | BERENSH

Olive s Olaf Nordwell's wedding Alma, "Nick,® Winnle Nordwell.
portrait. Goldendales, 18319 he oloths wers made Iy thelr
mother , Dlive
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"Nick® age 9, Winnie 17, Alma 13,
July 30, 1929

Helhurn "Mick”

Wianle #ordwell Stevens
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Olive wearing Olaf's
Nelson Ranch homs

"Nick® & Olga Nordwell's currsnt home at the
pid Booaller farm
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Wirnie & 0laf on

hayatack

iy

g time,
Rarnoh




HOTES

o R ‘ﬂ;-'d;m;n;u;ﬁn;,-' "
P A RO ao%e e e - 7 O 8 O L ]
O L LS e e

%



wagon, supplied the cou

%

Pete and BRuby got marriad Iin {zle. Pate was 29
at the time and Ruby, Z2. TWhers deughter, Winnie
Stevens is quite sure they Llived rth of Goldendale
on whait 1s now Bloodgo ci Ipm] e

This property which Winunie showad
applied for a nomeoLeadQ It appear

and in December 1208 filed for the homegtead 2 \O ﬂﬂwcaTﬂ
chapter).

While in Geldendale they <
alsc operated a freight husin

their first children wers born
1909,

the farm and Pete 1s thouglh
his horses and wagons. Whil

in 1905, John in 1907, and

. A Jebttert the 1U.S.
plied that his atead entyy
of 7.5, citl:enahip PR

That homestead sapplicat
Department of Interiot _-d Ju 27,
#13210 would be approved ifL he could |
gomething he couldn®t do

Pete must have bzen rorewsrned of the denial as the famlly in early 1910
had pulled stakes and moved to wegtern Washiogion. First they stayed with his
parents at their new farm south of Chehslis. Young John bhecame very 1ill and
died on the farm on April Z3. After a shorl stay Pete and Ruby moved onto a
40 acre piece north of the Wynocouchee Hiver near Montesano. The current
addregs 3is 183 Clemons Road (sse Montesanc map in this chapter). Actually
they had a partner io the property. The War .mhty Teed dated October 12, 1909
shows that P. J. Nordwell wpaid Alfred Guetafeen, a bachelor, $1,000 for an
undivided half-lnterest in the property. The land was covered with old growth
fir and those trees became the family business., Instead of farmlng, Pete

s

became a wood sgawyer. A March 1965 newg column in the Montesano Viadette,
reflecting on 50 years earidler (1915) dncluded: “Woodeawyer Noxdwell and hils

noochae, He will saw for other

dragsaw went %o Relnkens Erothers on th
ranchers there befors coming down ¢ : , At home, they cleared the land
selliing firewood in rtown. Hiz [irewcod deliverfies, made in a horse-drawn

12e. & uple of lawvers, anid many others Iin town.
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GOLDENDALE. WASHINGTON
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(:) Peter J. and Ruby Wordwell's 82 acre farm and Homestead applied for in

Decemiber 1208 but denied in June 1910.

over 4 miles north of

tow

which bisect the property.

For the location of a&ll our relatives in the area and driving directions see

Goldendale

B e Oy e e e e o o o

After his experiemce in Goldendale,
cirizenship.

to take
citizen.

he’d says

out

map in Chapter 11.

a U.S.

On

on Bloodgood R4,

January 16,

1911

Watech for

the

he

Like most immigrants he was proud to be an American.

rvNo .

I'm an American.”

At Montesano diphtheria claimed four year
were three new arrivals.

1816.

Thelr cldest
praspered,

child,

Anna in 1912,

Hazel,

had wme

Relen

ntioned

The kids got atore houghtaen clathes
seven years in the wood hislness 1t was Llme For 3 change,
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old William in 1913 and there
"Pete"

in 1914 and Lester
that at Montesans
and other luxuriss,

o

power

Pete apparently declded it was time
applied for
citizenship and twe and one half years later, at age I8 he became a bona fide

So much so
that when his granddaughter Gladye Hason asked him to =27 something in Swedish

the family
Lut after



MONTESANG, WASHINGTON

Hote: Each Secticn Sguare = 1 mile
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Peter and Ruby Nordwall®s 40 acre home, 1909 to 1917. Held an undivided
hzlf interest in the property with Alfred Gustafson, The birthplace of
Anna, Helen, and Lester Nordwell,

Directions: From Montesano go west on Highway 12 toward Aberdsen. Cross
the Wynoochee River Bridge, go % mile and turn left onto Clemmons Rd, Go
to the 90° corner, a 4% mile past this is the property's west boundary.
Currently there’s a barn, a long paved driveway at this point, and 3 ranch
style homes backed against the drive. They're on the property. Note that
the powerlines cut acrosgs the back. The current owner, Tom Eaton, lives in
the yellow house at 183 Clemmons Rd. The east boundary is where the road
heads down the steep hill, The old house there was built after the
Nordwells moved away.
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The family packed up and took the trein to Orland, Californiz which i=s
about 110 miles north of Sacramento (see Orland map in this chapter). This
time they tock up alfalfa farming. They apparently rented a place and planted
a couple of places they rented. The work was hard, the sun hect, the house was
a shack and life etark. Pete, who was but 5 feet 4 inches tall and 140
pounds, found that working hard d4id not guarantee a preofit. After three
years, and I'm sure a very deep tan to go aleng with his blus eyes and brown
hair, the farm went belly up.

That year, 1921, they headed back to western Washington. Why they came
back to the northwest In not certain. FPete and Ruby’s families were here of
courgse and Pete apparently discoversd the central California heat was toe much
of a good thing . . . no air conditioned howmes and tractors in those days.
Anyhow, it was moving time for the family, now eight in number with Mary
(1918) and Edith (1920) the neweat membevs.

This time packing meant putting everything and everybedy into two covered
wagons., Their destination a 155 acre farm near Matlock in Mason County inm
Washington; over 700 miles to the north (see Matlock mzp in this chapter).
Ruby drove the wagon pulled by Topsy and King, a new team of work horses they
bought for the trip. They left in May or June of 1921 and at about 1J miles a
day the trip took all summer, For the most part, the roads were but cow paths
or abandoned railroad grades and at best a gravel road wide encugh for one
lane of traffic. The roads likely were shared occasiocnally with the latest
technology, the automobile which gained considerable popularity after World
War 1.

Each night they camped along the road. When the laundry and other chores
plled up, they stopped for two or three days to cateh up. There were no
laundromats, of course just wash tubs, washboards and clothes lipes. They
also had to cook their own meals and along the way sitop leng encugh for the
kids to run bahind z tree or whatever.

Washday . . . July 4th, 1921. Pete, Ruby & their 6 kids
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ORLAND. CALIFORNIA
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Alfalfa farm of 2Zeter and Ruby Wordwsll from 1918 to 1921, Genaral
location onlyl Birthplace of Mary and 8dith Wordwell, Hazel went to hiah
school one year at Orland, The younger kids went to a small rural school.
From here the family moved to the Matlock farm in Mason County, Washington.

Directions: Requests from Glenn, Tehama Counties and a title company
failed to locate the property. Apparently they rented the property, In
1971 Hagzel, Mary and Helen located the farm. Then it was just a field, hut
neither remember the specific location, The general area Llies north and
eagt of town., Prom I-5 at Orland go into Orland. Just a hop off I-5 turn
left onto 6&th Street (old Hwy, 93) and go through the arch that says
"leaving Orland, California,® go a mile or two north. From there it's
mile or two to the right [QcEt}

a2
. » o does anyone know where it is?
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One night when Pete was stomping around the brush setting up camp he
heard a hiss, then another, and yet another. It was a rattler! He showed his
gulckness and a bit of temper as he grabbed a bent but sturdy stick and

clubbed the snake to death., He cut off the rattles and gave them to Ruby who
showed them to everyone for years and years.

Along the way, the kids had fun but also tended to get a 1little bored in:

their cramped space. “Pete,” now five years old, loved to sing and he
apparently took 1t upon himself to provide the entertainment. Everything went
along smoothly, that is, until they came to a town and Pete kept singing.
Hazel, now a 16 year old, was embarrassed with her little brother singing in
public, and a family squabble ensued.

The Matlock farm was partially cleared but they went to work clearing
more. They ran thelr cattle on the open range and the Carstairs Pralrie for
extra feed. They settled into the large two-story cedar home near the road.
The road is the same one that's there today. Originally it was a rallroad
grade used in the logging days. Logging railroads were everywhere at one time
but were costly and lest favor with the advent of the log truck. Mamy, like
this one, was converted to roads. The house had huge rooms and near room size
walk-in closets. Closets large and dark enough to scare the little ones.
They started a beef herd, got a few milk cows and chickens; planted & garden,
and foraged blackberries and what have you. MNeedless to say they always had
plenty tc eat, but when it came to money they had very little,

About & year after they arrived at Matlock, Ernie, their last child was
born on September 19, 1922, Hazel their oldest, at age 17 married Ray Mzson a
couple of months later.

Actually it wasn’t until December 1923 that Pete and Ruby fully committed
to buying the property. The deed record shown below details the transaction
which called for z balloon payment in late 1929,

DEED RECORD NUMBER 42 167
MASON COUNTY, WASHINGTON

4
+1698 s IT IS EFREBY WUTUALLY AGREED by and batween Td

Land Contract *.Adomg, and Sarah Adams bis wife. owners of an undivid-

Ed Adams, et ux, and John Wraith, * ed nine-twelfths interent in the hereinafter desceribed

to ) * real estate, and John Wraith, & widower, formerly the
P, J. Nordwell, - ¢ husband of Annis V. Wraith, now deceased, owner of an
Filed Dec.21,1923, at 10:00 A.M, * undivided three~twelfths irterest in gaild rsal estate,
Req: P. J. Nordwell. i

parties of the first part, and P, J. Nordwell, & mare~

o
E. L. Kellogg, Auditor, ® ried man, party of the sescond part, tbat the parties

By Ide Rex, Deputy. * of the first part have sold to the party of the second

T T - SR PR )
P ® o ks a8 2 opart. and the party of the sscond part bas purchassd

of the partles of the firet part, that ocertain real estate situated ip Mason Coun%y, Wash-

ington, particularly desoribed as followa, towits
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The Southwest quarter of Section U.
therefrom & trest in square Torm in ."
Southwest qumbeJ of gaid € i

Ionging, on the folls

The purchase prioce for said land iz $2800.00,0f which the sum of $#400.00 has veen pald

28 earnest, the receipt of whish is hereby acknowledged by the parties of the Firnt vart.

ard the further sume to be paid aa follows:

#100.00 on or befors Ogtcber 10, 1924;
%100.00 on of before October 10, 1925,
§100,00 on or before October 105 1926,

e e ey,

100,00 on or be{ors Octobar 10, 1927;
100,00 on o befors October 108 1928; end the balance of maid purchase

rprice, or the sum of $1900.00, on or before Ootcber 10, 1529, together with interesti on 21l
deferred payments of principel at the rate of 7% per amnum frem %$his date wtil pald, gsid

intersst 0 he pald at the time of making each payment oprrinoipal and in addition thersto.
A1l raymenta of principal and interest to be made to Ffirst parties at Butte, Mopntana, fres |

cf exchang2, or at esuch other peint es firet parilss may designate from time %o iime. The

second party chall have the option of ingreasing sald snnual psyments, should he depire, in

multivles of #50.00, and he.shall have the right to pey this contract in full at any time

7ith 1nteresﬁ to time of payment end ¥ °§oeive Epe deed hersinafter provided fov.
¢ Wy 4 £ & ¢ & o

R R T T T R T T W

_—

LN

For the most part Pete always worked for himself.
were iIin Matlock he took a Job with the Shaffer Brothers.
swing as the nations economy roared through the 1920%s.
he became dissatisfied and went back to farming full time.

Most of the kids clothes were home made. Ruby would buy & belt eof c¢lo:h,
measure, cut and sew it to a finlshed product. The girls got dr=2sses and =he
boys stylish knickers for school., Unfortunmately for “Pete” and Ernie the
knickers were sometimes made from the same material as the dresezs. The
regult . . . the boys were teased to death., Ruby canned hundreds of juarts of
food every vyear, washed the clothes, cooked three meals a day and did all the
hougsahold chores of the day., Her heart, however, was outside. She was tall,
thin and an outdoor type. So when her younguns were old enough to take over
inside, she headed outside, but sitayed close enough to assure the kids stayed
out of mischief. She was elbow to elbow with Pete in the farm work. They
argued a lot about how things should be done, but tons of work did get done by
both, She drove the wagons, did a Jlot of the milking, helped builld the barn,
worked in the fields and gardene and who knows what else.

In the summer of 1928 a fire started in the barn and soon it burned to
the ground. The next spring a chimney flre spread and emngulfed their cedar
home. They triled but could do nothing to stop it. All eight of them squeezed
into the garage and they started over,

Pete rented a steam engine sawmill and everybody pitched in to rebuild,
The new house was a large, two-story affair, wlth a full basement. This 1is
the house that later was to be Warren and Anna Kingery's home. The original
house was across the road from the new one,
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The late 1920's brought more bad news. The Wall Street crash on 1929
reached out to Pete like it did his brother 0laf in Goldendale. The lcss of a
market for his beef and milk meant no cash to pay the mortgage. Actually, if
things had been going well financially they would have had the money saved for
the balloon payment. Possibly they could have lost it in a bank failure . . .
but that's not likely. They lived from day to day cash wise and when they did
have money Pete hid it outside in an old stump. Banks were too far away and
not trusted by Pete. Losing the place was probably inevitable at this point
but they were able to hang onto the property for several years. If my math ia
correct raising $2,000 cash then would be the same as raising $35,000 today.
Next to impossible when your credit is bad, the economy is at an all time low,
you had medical bills, you have little 1if any cash, and no job: Officlal word
of foreclosure came via an “Amended Lis Pendens” filed April 16, 1936 (see
below). The fateful day was August 17, 1936, At the sheriff’s sale the place
sold for $2,541.95

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF
WASHINGTON IN AND POR THE COUNTY
OF MAZOM

77659 -
Amended Lis Psndens

The Federal Land Bank of Spokane,
s corporsatlon,

Pederel Land Benk of Spokans
Ve, Plaintiff,

AMENDED

LIS PENDENS

. ve.
Poter J. Hordwell et ux, et sl

Filed &pr, 16, 1936 9:33 A, M,
Req. A. L. Bell

Peter J. Mordwell, also known aa

P. J. Nordwell, end Ruby R. Nordwell,
husbend and wife; Sargh Adems, and
Elna Natlonel Farm Leosn Assocliatlon,
& corporation,

. e i Tt

Horry Deyette, Auditor Defendants.

AP I E SR B FEIFTE T R R D Y

@4 R R B B RS GR B R R H D NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN thet The Federal Land Bank of

Spokane, a corporation, plalntiff in tbhe above entitled actlon, has.instltuted an action
sgainst Peter J. Nordwell, also known ae P. J. Nordwell, and Ruby R. Mordéwell, husband and
wife; Serah Adpms end Elma Nationnl Ferm Loan Assoclation, a corporatlon,'ﬁéfendents,

That the objesct of snld anction is to foreclose s mortgage executed by Peter J. Nordwell,
also known as P,J. Hordwell, and Ruby R. Nord.well, husband oné wife, to The Fedsral Land
?ank of Spoksne, for the sum of $2000.00, dated August 28, 1926, which mortgege is recorded’
in the offilce of the County Audltor of Mason County, Washington, in Dook 37 of Mortgeges,
page 79, and covero the herelnafter described real prbperty.

Tthe further objeot of gald action is to foreolose and bar the rights of the defendants,
end sach of them, end all persons clalming by, through or ufider them, or any of them, in and
to seld real property or sony part thereof. .

The rasl property described in Eaid mortgage and affected by this Lis Pendens is de-

seribed as follows, to-wit:

The Southwest Quarter of Sectlon Four, Tormehip Ninsteen MNorth, Range 8ix, West
of the ¥illsnette Meridlan, excepting therefrom g tract ln square form in the Horti. 4
west Corner of the Northwest Quarter of the Southwest Querter of sald Section, con- )
talning 5 ceores, all situated in Mason County, State of Washlngton. i
Dated at Spokane, Wechington, thie 2nd day of Aprll, 1936. 1

|
Henry R. Mewton k
Post Office Addrsss: i
610 Mailn Avenue Eerl €. Dorfner 1
Bpokane, - Washington. ATTORMEYS FOR PLAINTIFF |

‘ﬁﬁ‘,'*ﬁ%ﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂ&ﬁﬁﬁ&ﬂ#&%iﬁﬁ?&&ﬁﬁ*{@ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁ%@ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ@ﬂﬂﬁﬂ-ﬂﬂL
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agion the
1 | :I_.x;

an

fh__._ County c_'-nr-!eﬂ. up with lots pro Twriﬁ b cou
price oﬁ back taxes., Pete and Ruby bought the 40 acres on the

County. The new place was next door te the place Lney had teo

it had no buildings. So, with only two kids at home they built a2 small house
this time. While they buiit, they rented the place they had lost.

from
hack, but

TRV VY WU Lndtl FupLl
STATE O WASHINGTOW Hotery Public in and for the State
COMMISSION EXPIRES SEPT. 3, 1941 of %ashington, residing at Seattle

....... o s m = m = m o=

$1,10 Documentary United States Internal Revenue Stamps affixed, cut ond cancelled.
$1.00 Tax on Conveyances Stamp Tex Commission State ol ‘Yashinpton saffixed, cut, cancelled.

R B O S 2 TN N S R L R LN
.
98710 % WEYERHARUSER TTRBER COMPANY
Warrsnty Deed : TACONA, WASBINGTOW
vleycerhasuser Timber Co. : This Deed, lade this 213t day of June, 1941,
to % by the ULRYEREABUSER TILBLER COEPANY, a corperation duly
P. 4. WNordwell ; incorporated under the laws of the State of Washington,
Filad Jul 11 1941 @ 04 A W : party of thelfirst part, and P. J. Nordwéllp of Llma,
.Roqa P, J. Hordwell ? Washington, party of the second part, fITNnSS N
- I'arry Deyeotbte, fiudlter % That the Cirst party, in consideration of the
T A I R I R TR VR T S S ; sum of Ten Dollars (#$10.00) and other wvaluable consi-

" deraticns unto it pald, the receipt of which 13 hereby acinowledged, dees CGrant, Harpgain
and Convey unto the sald party of the second'part, his heira and assigns, the following
deseribed trect of land situate in the County of Mason in the State of Vashington, that

, i3 to soy:

Southeest uarter of Southezst Guarter (SEZ) of SE:) of Sactlon Five (5), Town-
ship ¥ineteen (19) Worth, Range Six (B) West of w.m., ¢containing 40.00 acres, nors
or less; rsaerving to the party of the {irst part, its successors and essipgns, the
right to use the South and Easkt thirty \30) feet thereof lor road purpeoses, together
wlth the right to grant an sasement to Mason County, Weshington, Cor a public highway
thereon,

tomether with the hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging or in any wise

appertalning, subject to any essemont or right-of-way in the public for any publlic roeds
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miles west of Shelton Shelton-Matlock R4,
20 miles from Flma and Montesano vis Brady, take the Brady-Matlock Rd,.

and

Use the MM Knight School, which is 3 miles south of Matlock, as a starting and
Many of the roads are still gravel.
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Hazel and Ray Mason . . . Simpson Logging Camp where they lived when Sladys
was born in 1926

Edith and Lynn Roderick rented a house from the school while Lynn was
maintenance man, 1941-1951. Birthplace of Sandra Sue, The house is no
longer there but was the third or fourth in from tne raad on the south side

of the school building.

Helen znd Aner Bateman's home when they were first married, 1932 until 1243
when they moved to Dryad. Birthplace of Norma, Gail and Asa Bateman. They
shared the 80 acre farm with Aner's parents Hatti and Asa who moved there
in 1915, The current address is Rt, 1, Box 138, Elma, WA,

Edith and Lynn Roderick®'s B0 acre property and home from 1951 to 1%58.
From here they moved to Montesano. The current address is Rt, 1, Box 139,
Elma, Wa.

Hazgel and Ray Mason? The 1935 Metsker map shows this 30 acres balonged to D
R. Mason.

Hazel and Ray Masom. Thought to be the site of the tent home they lived in

from 1930-1931; 18 months.

peter J. Hordwell®s 70 acres which he later gave tc his son %
Zrnie and Wilda Nordwell's home from 1949 to 1953. From here they moved to
Mchicnald Creek near Port Angeles.

?etex J. Hordwell's B0 acres which he later gave ®o his son Lester, "Pete,®

Was "pPete® ﬁ%ﬁﬂ Ruth Hordwell®s home from 1249-1955. "Pete" adﬁcc the 40
acres of (ﬁp to the property along the way which alsc belonged ta hiz dad
hefore he got it, Birthplace of John and Lessie Nordwell, From here the

family moved to Pacific Beach.

Seeq:)

Peter J. MHordwell®s 40 acres purchased im 1920,
Peter J, Mordwell®s 40 acres sold in 1937,

Hazel and Ray Mason, The Quick place they rented from 1931 and until the
house burned down in 1933, From here they moved to Sheltecn,

Peter and Ruby NHordwell 155 acre farm, This is the original Nordwell
Matlock farm., ‘They lived there from 1221 to 1937 when they lost it during
the depression. The original house burned down in 1928, They bullt a new
house which becams the home of daughter Anna and Warren Kingery from 1842
to 1959. The current address Rt, 1, Box 143, Elma, WA, From here the
Kingery's moved to Elma. Birthplace of FErnie Nordwell and Orlen Kingery.
Warren's brothers each had 80 acre farms on the Mary M. Knight R4. near the
Kingery Rd.

Peter and Ruby Rordwell, 40 acres, second Matlock property and home from
1936 to 1956 when they moved to Elma, The current address is Rt. 1,
Box 144, Elma, WA,

Hazel and fay Masopm . . . Scott's place where they lived when Hugh was born
in 1924

Site of the Wayside School attended by the Nordwell kids until 1925 when it
was consclidated with others into the Mary M. Knight school.
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The effects of the depression were scon over, they settled into their new
home., Later, Pete was able te trade a team of work horses, a wagon and
harness for forty acres on what is now called the Fish Hatchery Koad and then
he bought ancther forty acres next to that place for a dollar an acre. He
gave one of these to "Pete,” which 1s where "Pete” and Ruth lived for years.
He gave the other to Ernle.

Dally 1ife at Matlock was busy and the work was hard. Cutting and
splitting wood for the wood stove, care of a big garden, berry plcking, cow
milking, sewing, fleld work, cooking, and plenty of canning. Up to 200 quarts
of blackberrles were canned every year. Trips £o Yakima in the family's
Model T pilckup brought back boxes of fruilt, which meant 300 to 400 more quarts
to can. The garden produce was camned. They didn’t have any luck drying or
smoking beef so it was also canned . . . the humid climate would spoil it
before spring. The pork was fried and packed in lard.

While the kids lived at home they had those fun things to do, chores.
Anna became chief cook and bottle washer, The favorite chore of most
everybody was to bring the cows 1in. It meant a horse ride and & lot more
excltement than washing dishes or eweeping the floor. For spending money, the
children could hoe the long rows of strawhberries. Five cents a row was the
going rate which would buy a lot of firecrakers for the Fourth of July.

Being mischievous was difficult for the Nordwell kids. What with both
parents at home day and night, plenty of chores to keep them huasy and few, if
any, nelghhbors. There just werea't many opportunities., But when Pete and
Ruby headed to town (Montesano), look out! Fortunately, they only went cnce
or twice a month. The favorite misadventure was to take the Model T or the
gedan, whichever was left home, for a spin. Sometlmes, a wild spin. The keys
were always left in the vehicles. Thieves were far and few beiwzen and they
apparently never imagined their kids would drive without permission. “Pete”
dld most of the driving. One time, he let Helen drive and she ram off the
voad, which was narrow, graveled and rough. They hit a log and the sudden
stop sent Edith and Mary flylng. “Pete's”™ comment was: “Stop cryinmg or you
can't come anymore!"” Another time, the transmission went out about a mile
from home. After the inltial panlc they heave-hced and finally rolled the car
into 1its agpot 1in the garage. They prayed dad wouldn’t figure out what
happened. Yet another time, George Sackrider was along for the ride and the
end of his nose was cut off by a branch as they flew across the prairie.
Through all of this, Hazel and Anna stayed home, anguighing over the whole
situation. Pete and Ruby never found out. If they knew, they never brought
it up to the kids,

Social 1ife centered around the family, the Matlock Grange, church, and
the children, of course, had their friends at school. At home, the games of
finch and checkers were favorites, There was an old hand crauk Viectrola tg
provide music. The kids aleo raced the work horses to and from the fields; or
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wherever., If you wanted to win, you got on Topsy; she won most every time,
not mnecessarlly because she was the fastest, but because she was the meanest
and would bite King if he tried to pass!

The Grange was a community gathering place., Pete and Ruby were involved
in many of the soclal activities but seldom went to the dances, Pete held
most of the club offices and at one time was the Grange's representative at
the state conventiom.

1936 was a rough year. They of course lost their property and hone.

Earlier, a spring day sadly turned out to be one of the most important days
for Ruby . . . she fell off the porch. Her ankle twisted, bent and she ended
up wilth a compound fracture. She wore a full cast for several weeks. When
she complained about it being itchy and mnot feeling right the doctors
explainad that was normal. Eventually the cast came off . . . only to find an
infection out of conitrol. The next several months were gpent in and out of
the Shelton Hospital fighting the infection and trying to save the leg, but Lo
no avail., The leg was amputated just below the knee. In a letter dated
December 18, 1937 to 0laf and 0live Nordwell, Ruby wrote:
" . . . My leg is all healed now but 1t cramps and hurts more
so at might till I can't sleep and hate to see nlght cowme. I can
walk by my self now on my crutches if I am careful. Well it i=s
almost Christmas again. We got a fine Christmas present from our
neighbors and friends, a check for $120.55 to help buy my leg. It
will cost $180.

The Matlock community held a benefit to raise the money. Early in 1938
she apparently got her wooden leg. A hazard of having an artificlal leg is

scrapes, sores, bumps and bruises. If you get omne you're immobilized. On
May 25, 1941 Ruby wrote: "My leg got skinned so I can't wear wy other leg and
can’t get around at all, Hope it heals up soen.,” Fifty years later Ruby's

son-in-law Alvin Roderick got an artificial leg. While technology has
supposedly improved he's found that with his diabetes, bumps and sores are an
ongolng problemn,

The loss of her leg kept Ruby indoors and apparently led her into a more
traditional domestic role. To me, as a grandson, I remember her most as an
enthusiastic person who was always working on a beautiful detailed embroidery
item, She also knitted and made qullt tops. She taught her granddaughter
Gloria Roderlck how to knit after they had moved to Elma. She started showing
her craft at the Matlock Grange Fair, often winaing first or second place
ribbon. Ruby enjoyed golng to church and went to the Christian Missioinary
Alliance with Warren and Anna Kingery. Pete joined the church after they
moved to Elma.

By the late 1930%s their flve girls were grown, married and I1iving
elsewhere. Ernle marvied in 1945 and "Pete” in 194%. "Pete” helped o0a the
farm until then. The stories of Pete and Ruby's children are presented in
GChapters 13 through 20. ©Pete and Ruby were tied closely to thelr family,
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From her letters you could tell that Ruby liked having her children living
nearby. They did a lot too for the kids. “Pete” and Ernie were given land,
as mentioned earlier. When Anna and Warren were in Oregon and times were
tough, Pete and Ruby encouraged them to buy thelr original Mstlock farm next
door amd loaned them 10 cows. The early 1940°s of course brought World War
I1. A war in which everybodys freedom was at stake. Pete and Ruby, like most
had family in rhe service; "Pete” and Ernie, a grandson, Hugh Mason, and
Melburno Nordwell, a nephew and son-in-law Ray Mason.

The federal govermment's Rural Electrification program started lighting
up the countryside in the 1930°s. It reached Matlock and the Nordwell’s in
1942, The fact 1s Pete helped deliver the power. That is he bid on and got
the contract for the 7+ miles of poles needed to run the wires between the
Bateman place near school anmd the fish hatchery near Schaffer's Park. In the
1940°s and 50's Pete s0ld trees and peeler poles from his place.

Pete zlso loved to peel cascara bark. He'd come upen a2 good tree, peel
it, roll the bark up and put it behind the saddle. He peeled bark until he
mcved to Elma., Hunting and fishing meant 1little to him. Outdoors to him, as
mentloned befere, was riding herd on the cattle and all the plain hard work,
satisfaction and fun that went with farming.

Farming, of course, had 1its hazards. Getting bucked off a2 horse was
always good for a laugh, 1f no one was hurt. The winter of 1950 was severe by
Matloclk standards. The temperatures got down to ninus 15 degrees and the
enow, which stuck around for o¢over two months, was nearly 3 feet deep. The
firat snow brought two feet of the white stuff; so Pete went out to bring the
cattle 1n from across the East Fork of the Satsop River. He got the cows into
the river and as he started across, his horse slipped and fell, and Pete
tumbled into the icy water. He grabbed for the horses tall but missed. The
horse and cattle were acreoss the river, and he was floating downstrean.
Before long he grabbed a branch and pulled himself to sghore. Soaking wet and
nearly frozen, he took off his clothes and rung the water out of hls wool
long johns the best he could. With his c¢lothes back onr, he hegan yelling and
yelled some more. Roy Cassidy, a neighbor who was bringing in his own cattle,
heard him but thought he was hollering at his cows, so he went on his way.
With darkness and minus 4 degree temperature approaching, Grampa headed for
the nearest cabin. He got to Otto Hansen’s cabin and quickly built a fire,
He tried to take off his boots but found they were frozen to his feet. He put
his feet by the flame and waited for the thaw.

Dry and somewhat reasted, though still weak from the ordeal, Pete headed
home at day bresk., That morning, his horse showed up at home wet and reins
dragging on the ground. Everyone suspected the worse and tock off to find
him. Pete finally found a log across the river. Instead of trying to walk
across the snow and ice covered log he decided to play it safe . . . he
straddled it, clearing his way as he crossed, inch by 1inch. Finally, the
gearchers found him. “Pete,” who was driving snowplow for the County at the
time, heard where his dad was and tock off in the snowplow across the prairie
to bring him home. Warrem, in the meantime, had comwme across the cattle and
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fe, thanks to his weol longjohns and the

E

and lots of energy, though it tock him more thau two weske

Pete continued to favrm into the mid 1950°s. As always, the catile were
pastured on the open range during the summer, saving the filelds to make hay
for the winter's feed. The cattle were usually brought home before hunting
seagon, This all sounds simple and straight forward but there were problems,
On March 15, 1942 in a letter tc Olive Wordwell, Ruby wrote:

* ., . . someone iher don't live here had turned out a herd of
horses ‘which have) eaten up the feed 111 the cattle got s0 poorv
« o » They hauled in a cow and lititle calf today., I guess they will
be all right weow, but the others will have to be gotiten in to and it
takes 1otz of feed.”

momiing g2secn also staviied to be a bhig problem as far as Ruby wes
concerinad. Sne Lilked hunting season becanze it meant many of her kidz
and their families came up to hunt and visit, but feared the danger it
brouzht. Oo October 29, 1950 she wrote:

“We had 22 here last Sunday. Hazel and family and my grandsom
ily from Portland and 3 families from Seattle . . ."

“There is one more week of elk season I am always glad when
ic il over it 1is dangerous, we are hardly safe in our hous
the cattle ave often killed, one man was shot in his car this
The birds and deer are so tame they come tight in the vard aand LhO ge
city guys will shot any where . . . "

Unlike his brother 0laf, Pete dido’t like to hunt. He, of course, had
plenty of steaks with all his beef and then there was always more work that
needed attention Its heen told that he simply didc't like guns or wans
anything to do with ithem. Just why, considering his earvrlier adventuves,
remains a myvstery,

Pete was a good man but sometimes difficult to work with, even for the
kids. He was quick to point out mistakes. To people he didn't care much for
fie didn't hesitate to criticize; about their drinkiang or whatever, ®uby was
the opposite In this regard; she liked everybody and from her eyes few, 1if
any, could do wrong. Pete never dranck in hls married life . . . maybe a beer
5T twe out in the batn at most. He gave hints that his single 1life may have
heen different. He reportedly told Hazel that he couldn’t hold his liquor.
There was an impression that something serlous happened that caused him to
quit ourright. Some gpeculate that his dislike of guns and liquor ware
somehow linked.

Pete was an Independent soul and dido't hold well to laws and

institutions, He wouldn't put his money in banks as mentioned before.
Federal incowe taxegs began reaching into the public pocket in 1917. Pets,
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however, never ever filed am income tax return, even though he should of. He
never understood why Helen and Aner bothered to file & return in the late
1930G's. When he was older and lived in Elma he drove after his license wasn't
renewed. Part of his independence was rslated to his working for himself and
living 1n relatively remote areas. Or wag 1t the other way around? He of
course always worked hard. He farmed only wlth feur-legged horse power. By
the 1940°s Topsy and King had been replaced with Melly and Dick.

On the lighter side, Pete, built his reputation as & notorious driver in
the 1930°s and 1940's. One afternoon Pete drove Ruby, Beulah, Helen, Gall and
Norma to ftown 1in the pickup. The adults crowded inside, Gall and Norma
dangling thelr Jegzs off the back. At a stop sign, Pete popped the clutch.
Another sudden start, only this time Gail was left at the step sign. A plece
down the read Ruby elbows Pete and yells “you bumped cne ¢f the kids out, you
fool!” He also had the hablt of ceoming up to a stop sign, stopping and taking
off, but without looking. I remember this particularly well after they moved
to Elma. Actually, he was never a speedster and he certainly had a good
driving record. Far better than 90 percent of us who were worried about his
driving always watched in amazement at how well he survived out there on the
road,

In October 1954 Pete and Ruby celebrated their golden wedding amniversary
at the Matlock Grange. Ten years later they celebrated their 60th in Elma.

In 195% after 35 years at Matlock and a lifetime of farming, Pete at age
81 and Ruby at age 74 retired. They moved to Elma to a sm2ll house at 212
1l4th Street. Nine years later, both passed away. Both had spent their last
several months in the Beechwood Nursing Home 1n Elma, and passed away in
Aberdeen where they had been sent to the St. Joseph Hospltal. Pete on
January 1, 1%65 and Ruby, November 21. They lay at rest 1in the HMasonic
Cemetery just west of Elma.

Ruby kept in close touch with her kilds and thelr families. In the earxly
195C°s her arthrifis got so bad that 1t took her all day to write. By then
the telephone was available but her poor hearing limlted her communlcations
that way. 85till she alwaye new how many grandkids and greatgrandkids she had
and I'm told all their birthdays.

In her letters she wrote:
November 15, 1942

Ernie was home en furlough . . . "the family was home complete
laet Sunday, 33 of us, that was the first time in about 11 years and
it 1s hard telling when it will happen again.”
Cctober 29, 1950

3

.« « we have 23 grandchildren and 5 great grandchildren.”
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Becember 18, 1931

" « o« «» we have 4 pnew bables sisce lasc March, Anna and lester
gach &  boy, chat makes 25 pgrawdehlldren and , . . 7 grest
Cgramgdchilldren . ., there are 53 in the family now.”

In 1985 when Ruby died she laft behind, 29 prandchildren and 351
praat grandehlldran and her family, 1f everyones spouse is included
stood at about 120, Twenty years fater . . . does anyons want to
vanbure a guegs?

bete & Buby &t their G0th wedding
arsiiversary held at theiyr Blma
baoms, 1464

Ruby & Pete Hordwall's wedding
portrait., Goldandale, 2504

gt
Lok
4



| pete Nordwell resdy the next

Jioo

pate & Ruby at 1964 family plonie
at Mary Rodericks

Pate snd hisz drag saw wayon
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linsert) , Lester, Mary, Beals, Bdith

the young dordvells . . . Mary
{a1, Rams 110), Balsh {(2), Helsn
(8, foanter (8}, . . - 1921

&éstﬂz, Hazed, Huby, Pebe, Zrale.
Enna, Mavy, #Bdish, Helen

Pate & Ruby’s Ffamily . .
all 31 membersg st
Hatlock during Braie's
Clasve o0 Hovember 19,
1942, The first wime in
1) vears Eor everyone &o
e noxpether,
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| The first Mastlock home

The second

| Phe third
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wate: This is the rejection notice for the Goldemdale
) homestead application panticned on page 121,

A B e T I Sy
R R R AR AR i RARRES e e S o T
SR s

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

A | | 01214
UNITED ST

ATES LAND OFFICE,

JUN 27 {310

_Peter J, NWordwell,

Goldendale, Washington,

_________________________ days from notice are allowed within which to comply

with the requirements of whe Tommissicisr, or to appeal from his
deocision to the Secretary of the Interior; and upon your failure

to talke action within the time specified the case will be reported

for appropriate action.

A copy of the decision s inclosed.

Very respectfully,

Registsrsd, //;}/ﬁ%
AT

N A AT/ Register.
14736 s B ' &

4 .
6-5T4 143 , Receiver,
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AATEL HORDWELL MASON,/BALIS
The Hazsl & David Ray Mason and family--
Eladys, Charles, Buelah; Fazel & Llyd;

R e e e
Nvfd#alL, Hazel, bor1 26 July 1905 1in Xlickitat County. Mo -
fuby R. Schouler, age 23, child #1, b. Ia. Fa — Peter John NPLd"&JL

age 30, occ. farmer, b. Swe, By F. H. Collins, M.D. page 45
R =

'\-'q:\-"--' W
e, "f

e S S 5-:-1:-‘ R

Hazel Agnes was the first of Pete and Ruby's nine childr-nb Shp was he
in 1905, mosgt 1likely on their farm outside of Goldendale, Washing At age
fdve Hazmel, ner brothers Jeha and Willism and her parents wektern
Wazhington., Briefly teo Chehalils where her grandfather had r moved and
then to WMontessno., Hazel had mentioned to her =on Hugh the family
=rad while in Montesano. For Hazel that meant ready wmade clothes on a

rospe
egular basis and pilanc lessons. O0Of course, the other children, Annz, Halen
and Lester ware but tykes and not old enough to appreciate such luzuries.

With the death of John and William, Hazel becams the older sizter to ¢
six that arrived latey. She was seven years older than Amna, the next oldest,
The luxuries were the advantages of being the oldest at thet tims, but there
was a major dlsadvantage. The age difference meant helping her mother with
the house work and baby raising chores,

Hazel completed the Zfirst seven grades in Monitesano and completed the
eighth, ninth and tenth grade while the family was alfalfa farming near
Orland, California. In 1521 the family returned to Washington, settling near
Matlock.

Hazel was a whiz at school 1like the other Nordwell kids but didn®t
graduate . . . mainly because there was no high school to go to in the Matlock
area, After getting out of achcel she worked around home and then took a baby
sitting job with the Gleasons near Brady. Mrs. Gleason taught school so Jlazel
lived there during the wesk and took care of the two young children.

It was about this time that she mev Ray Mason and a year later, on
November 20, 1922, at age 17, Hazel married Ray. They were married in C(rays
Harbor with Uncle Carl Nordwell and Lola Olsen as witnesses,

Fay was working Iin the woods at the time. He moved avound frow log camp
to lug czmp. His dad, Charles, wag born ia Epgland in 1875, Charles and his
brothers, Dave, Dick and Sam lived on the streets of London and when they were
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10 or =0 they were malid to have been shanghaied onto a boat and taken to
Canada. There they would be put to work later but first they were put in a
Catholic boarding school until they were old enough to work, which was about
age l4. Charles snuck off to Michigan, however and went te work im the woods
and sawmills as a laborer. Work days were 18 hours; & days a week and wages
just enough to survive on. Dave went to work as a cook on a ship working in
the Great Lakes., Dave and Charles lost track of their brothers Sam and Dick.

On July 16, 1888, at age 23, Charles married fifteen year old Martha
Lavina Clearwater in the town of Alcoua, Michigan. Martha was the daughter of
Willlam and Almina Clearwater, of Pollsh descent. Almina’s father was a
goldler 1In the Unlon Army during the Civil War. In June, 1900 Ray Mason was
born in Detrolt. Somewhere along the way Charles and Dave got together and
arrived in Washington state on April 14, 1907.

For the most part Dave and Charles worked the log camps, Charles in the
woods and Dave stayed with cooklng. YXach operated a forty acre farm four
mlles south of Sheiton near Lake Isabella, Charles died in 1940 or 1941 when
he was hit by a hit and run driver not far from his farm. When David died he
deeded his property over to Hazel,

All of Pete and Ruby's kids would have to be considersd pocr, at least
through the 1%940°s, They had a lot, but it wasn't money nor materlal goods.
When Hazel and Ray married, Hazel moved from the poor into poverty.

At first Hazel and Ray lived about a half mile from Peter and Ruby. They
rented a house on the Sam Scott place directly across the road frem the
Scott's house. The house was stark but the times were good. They had family
and friends over often during the summer for pilcnics, baszseball games and
soclalizing. On February 28, 1924, Hugh became their first chiid. His birth
was truly a family affalr. Hazel went to her mothers for the delivery and her
mother—-in-law, who was a midwife, made the delivery. Hugh reportedly entered
to world at 11:45 p.m. . . . 15 minutes later and he would have been a
February 29, baby.

Ray continued to work the log camps around Shelton and Matlock. Gettlng
a job and getting laild off was all a part of the routine at the camp. But Ray
seemed to take a lot longer than most to £ind the next Jjob. This life style
meant moving around a lot. When Gladys was born omn June 11, 1526 they were
living at Simpsons Camp 2 near the Mary M. Knight School. When Charles was
born on January 5, 1928 they were living somewhere around Matlock but he was
born in Shelton. Hazel went to the Shelton Hospital for delivery hut the
hospital was under major repair and the maternity ward was a tent next to the
hospital.,

The depression wasn’t that bad on Hazel and her famlly . . . they
couldn't get much poorer. When it arrived the five of them were already
living in a large three room canvas tent. They meved in September about the
time Hugh started the first grade at Mary M., Knight. The tent sat in the
woods on 40 acres on the hill, about a mile north of Pete and Ruby’'s, next to
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MATLOCK, WASHINGTON
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_@D Hazel and Ray Mason . . . Simpson Logging Camp where they lived when Gladys
. was porn in 1926.

@i) Hazel and Ray Mason? The 1935 Metsker map shows this 30 acres belonged to D
R. Mazon.

Hazel and Ray Mason. Thought to be the site of the tent home they lived in
from 1930-1931; 18 months,

G;}Ea:el and Ray Mason. The Quick place they rented from 1931 and until the
house burned down in 1933, ¥From here they moved to Shelton.

ByHazel and Ray Mason . . . Scott’s place where they lived when Hugh was born
in 1%24.

For the location of all our relatives in the area and driving directions see
Matlock map in Chapter 12,
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Ernle's acreage. They lived there for a year and a half . . . through twe
winters. As far as anybody knows they were squatters on the property, living
there without permission ner paylng rent. Life in the tent wasn't much
different than in the houses they had been liviang., Each place had the
essentials, a stove and bedding. But the tent was harder to keep heated, the
walls flapped in the wind and leaked more often.

During these lean times they picked ferns getting 1/2 cent to 1 cent a
bunch., They also peeled bark with the younger Nordwell kids getting about a
cent a pound. Their Uncle "Pete" really loved to visit them in the tent. It
was a blg day the kids could get permission to ride the work horses up to
Hazels and spend the day. At most they'd be able to go up there once a week
and would ride double and at other times take turns c¢n the horses,

In 1931 they moved to a house on the old Quick place next to Pete and
Rubys, During the mnext few years the famlly experienced a variesty of
accldents that had lifetime Ilmpacts. Whlle living next to his Grandpa Pete
(Nordwell), Hugh spent a2 lot of time helping on the farm. One day in 1929
Hugh, Hazel and Ray were grinding dried cascara bark, Hugh was turning the
crank and Hazel was feeding the machine when 1t jammed, Hazel reached 1n to
unclog 1t when the gears turned accidentally. Her middle finger on the left
hand was mangled. The finger was set straight and appeared tc be doing fine.
Then one day she bent it forward to kind of test it out. It never came back.
Never! She adjustad to that pretty well. It only slowed the apeed, but
didn’t stop her from dolng her embroidery, crochet, and making the kids
clothes and whatever.

On Lincolns birthday in 1931, Hugh was age 7 and his 8 year old Uncle
EFrnie were golung hunting with their homemade bow and arrows. Ray dulled the
arrows for them and sent them on the hunt. A few minutes later one of Ernle‘’s
arrows had hit Hugh in the right eye. He remains legally blind 1n that eye
today. An operation to correct the damage 1n 1965 failed to do any good.

Later that year Hugh, Ernie, Edith and Gladys were playlug cowboys and
indians out by the rocad. Gladys had a stlck and in the scurrylng around she
fell and the stick poked her in the left eye. The eye was treated and patched
but soon became 1nfected. The eye was taken out for fear that the other eye
would also get 1nfected.

A bright spot during this stretch was July 31, 1932, the day Buelah was
born. But within a year it was back to calamatles . . . a chimney fire took
hold and soon raged out of control. Thelr house, furniture, clothes and
personal belonglngs were all turned to ash.

They moved, This time to the Mason's farm near Shelton. Lind Nordwell
Burne, Ernie's daughter Iived on the Mason property for six years before
moving to their current home about a mlle away. While there, Hazel and the
family went on welfare. Only the very poorest people could qualify during the
depression. Along with the check, they had a goat and a few chickens o help
get them by. That Christmas Hazel decided she’d have dinner at her house,

152



©

SHELTON., WASHINGTON

Note: Bach Section Square = 1 mile

RTS . 27 ot
;np\toﬂ = L1 i
J ! O‘(- =
ey Ra 7 =t
apneiton Vall2y Q;‘l 51rouﬂ Rd.
[ ]
Coffed 4 Déegan
e QE:F’ Rd
1 Einns.Swige
i ; B
p— B
" Lake {sabella Loop Rd.~ X 4
=
B, 35 | 38 =
I i g
L TRd.
W \N\"“e@ Plant Farp, |
d 2
PR o
- &;’1:) J\f‘/\_ 1 5
3 i ;F' RS !
7 Ry @ E_}‘j i
. - o |
li %.4_7—_ . - Ny = s 1 -
% Fredgen Rd éﬁ] 4 3
‘ig_ gn: CE b
g 5
I 1z = 7 g 3
at I =
b [=]
=]
% = | e 3
. * — ' :
Kamilche

Home of Ray's parents; Charles and Marthas Masom; 40 acres, settled in 1907,
Hazel and Ray lLived here for a time Auring the 1930's ass well as several
places in Shelton,

Ray's Uncle David Mason"s 40 acre Earm, This property was deeded to Hazel
Wordwell Mason upon David's death,

Current 47 &acre home of EBrnle Hordwell's daughter Linda and Rick Burns.
Prior to moving here thay lived on the Mason homesteads for & years. The
current address is 1431 W, Delight . . . about % mile zfter the pavement
ends and just before the BPE powerlines,

Directions: Located coff Highway 101 between Shelton and Olympia, From
Qlympia it is about 20 miles, Take the flrat Shelton e=xit
(Shelton/Bremerton) and go left back under the Eresway. Follow Golden
Pheasant Rd. about a mile and turn right onto Delight Park R4, and Lake
Igsabella and the BPA substation, Just 2/10 of & mile on Delight twn lefi
onto Kelly Rd. It was narrow, paved and unsigned when I drove it, The
property starts at the end of the pavewment, about 2/10 of a mile down
Relly.,
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Her parents and her younger brothers and sisters joined in the celebration
along with the Masons, ZEverything was on the rickety table and it was time to
eat. A couple of minutes later the table leg broke and the food crashed to
the floor.

In 1934 Ray joined the CCC (Civilian Comservatlon Corp), ome of President
Franklin Rcosevelt’'s job creating efforts during the depression. So it was
off welfare and on to Belfair in Jefferson County where Ray was to be
assistant camp cook. After a year there Ray was promoted to head cook but
with that came another move. This time the famlly went to Wintrop in Okanogan
County. There they were provided a house, for a small rent. Eastern
Washington was fun for the kide, swimming was of course a favorite pastime in
the hot climate. One afternoon when all the kids were swimming, Gladys made
one of her spectacular dives. When she came up a friend noticed her glass eye
had disappeared., The frantic kids made a frantic search, seemingly to no
avall., Then they realized that it hadn't fallem out but had simply turned in
the socket.

After two years in the CCC the family moved, first to the Mason‘s place
near Shelton and then to a house on Euclid Street in Centralia. Six months
later they moved to 914 South Silver Street. During the time Ray and also
Hugh worked for the Simpson Brothers Logging railroad section crew.

By the 1930's Hazels teeth were in bad shape and getting worse. Sha
couldn't afford to get the new teeth she needed, so her dad stepped in. He
gave her a calf with the idea that she'd sell it and get herself some dentures,

When war broke out in 1941 Ray joined the Navy and became a cook for the
See Bees. The See Bees were an advance construction group that bhuilt air
fields, docks and anything else that was needed. Ray's group bounced around
the Pacific, hitting on New Caladonla, New Guinea and several cther islands.

Back 1n Centralia the kids were growing up fast. Hugh was out of school
and had joined the Army Alr Force. Because of his eye he was statloned
stateside. Charles had up to three paper routes and Buelah was approaching 10
year of age. Hazel went out and got a job at the Woolworth store which sat at
209 N. Tower Avenue. For most of the war she worked 1n Woolworth's hardware
department until they closed. She then worked for the Ben Franklin store
which was located near the corner of Tower Avenue and Pine Street.

That left Gladys, who was about 16 to do the cooking, cleaning and most
of the other chores at home. One night Gladys proceeded to tell Hazel how
unfair she thought the chore assignments were. On top of this Gladys said she
wasn't doing them anymore., Hazels response was silent but effectlve. Gladys,
who was by the slnk, suddenly found herself on the other side of kitchen.
Hazel had spoken.

A couple of years later Hazel showed other parts of her persomality;

determination and cunning. Hugh had been dating a neighbor Merline McKay and
gave her a ring before he left for the service. In 1945 when Hugh came houme
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oun furlough the ring wae In his pocket . . . Merline had sent it back. Hazel
get up & 5:30 p.m. supper for Wedneaday and Ingleted sverybody be there . . .
particularly Hugh, Unbeknownet to the other, both Hugh and Merline were
invived. The meal wag guiet, at least Hugh dend Meriine never spoke to each
other. Finally, Charles ssys "I'11l walk Merline home.” Hamel reacts, “No
Hugh will."” It worked, on Saturday they were married!

In the meantime Ray was having a tough time., His cook zhack was bombed
by the Japansse while he was on New Caladonia. Running for cover he injured
himegelf getting into the foxhole. He escaped serlous injury, but bagan to
deteriorate nentally . . . #0 he wes sent to a hospltsl for treatment. Then
the hospital wae bombed, Again he escaped injury but the fear and the anguish
of hearing his bedridden friends, set him back further. This time Ray was set
to a2 hogpital in San Diego. Om July 7, 1944 he returned to civilian life but
never fully vecoverad, Hugh and only a few others were ever sble to have
reagonable comverssation with him again. PRuby 4n a January 27, 1947 letter to
Olive Nordwell wrote "Ray Mason is still awful nervous, I doubt 1f he will
ever be very well."” Hazel and Ray never rveally got back together after the
wat. They separated but didn't become officially divorced until 1953, Ray
pagsed away at age 72, in 1972, He spent most of his time after the war in
Ghalton. HWe worksd in a plywood mlll for a while and did yard work and odd
jobe.

By the end of the war (ladys was married amd starting a family. Buelah
was mow dolng most of the household chores and Charles was In Centralia High
leaning toward college -and a music careerx. Hazel was pretiy much on her own
g0 she took & Job as a fry cook at Art and Bill's which was locared gt the
cormer pf Tower and Main. Thelr specialty, a juicy half pound hamburger.
That's where the beef was. Hazel starited seeing Clyde Balis in 1945, Clyde
was born in Nebraska and was living in Centralia and driving truck for Peachy
Peters at the time. In 1947 Hazel, Clyde and Buelah moved to Absardeen where
Clyde drove truck for Pacific Sapd and Grawvel., About n year later they moved
to Portland, Oregon. Olyde had lsoded a madntenance fob wich Interstate
Preight Lipss, He did minor repalrs, replaced light bulbs, wsshed trucks and
the 1ike. They lived about & block from the shop at 1829 NW Feammey Street.

Hzzel went down to the Woolworth store and got on as a <¢lerk in the
hosiery and soft zoods department. After seversl years there she was tived of
working and quit.

After a break she wanted to go back to work and became & fry cook again.
Thie time, however it was at a dive on Portland's Front Strset akid row. It
wasn't long before she decided that wasgn't for her.

Some time im 1952 ghe and Clyde decided to get married . . . but first
Hazel had to get divorced. That became final on February 13, 1953, Among
other things the divorce papers decreed thet, nelther Ray nor Hazel could
marry another peraon for at least six months. 3So it waen't until August 15,
1953 that Hazel and Clyde were marrled in Centralia.
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Two years later Hazel became quite 111, The frightening diagncsis was
cancer of the female organs. She was very sick for longer than anyone wants
to rvemember, She took radium treatments and X-ray treatments. Through all
this nothing had to be removed and amazingly she was pronounced cured in 1965,

Not long after that they left Pertland and Clyde went into construction,
They moved up to Cougar, Washington near Mt., St. Helens where construction on
the Swift Creek Dam was underway. After the job they moved their trailer over
to Rufus, Oregon where Clyde had a job on the John Day Dam. There Clyde did
several jobs including driving the water truck which was used to keep dust
down. Reportedly he and the man on the other shift had been complaining about
drive ability of the truck but nothing was done. Then on the way down an
ipcline on July 12, 1965 Clyde lost control of the truck. The water shifted
and disaster was imminent., Clyde unhooked his seat belt toc abandon the truck
but his foot got tangled in the peddles and the truck rolled over on him.

Hazel who was now 60, moved the trailer to Trailer Village on Harrison
Street in Centralia. For incoimte, she had social security and State Industrial
Insurance payments from Oregon.

“In retirement” Hazel continued to enjoy her knitting, crocheting and
embreidery. She also joined her sisters Helen and Mary at the bingoe games
which became very popular in the 1960°s and 70°s. They also headed to Reno
when they got the chance. They took their first trip to Nevada on an Eagles
Charter bus out of Chehalis around 1970. None of them got rich om that trip:
but they did learn their way around so they drove themselves on future tripa.

In 1969 Hazel sold her traller and moved into the Canmon Apariments on
the 300 tlock of North Tower Avenue., After 5 yearvs, February 12, 1974 to be
exact, she moved over to the Lewis and Clark Apartments located at Magnolia
and Pearl. This time on the third floor. It was recently redecorated and had
an elevator. She had bzen on the second floor at the Cannon but was now
starting to have a hard time getting arcund and negotiating steps. Over the
next few years her mobility diminished., Helen, and Hugh and Merline helped
Hazel with her shopping, going to bingo, the doctors and where ever.

The doctor didn't really come up with anything significant . . .
borderline diabetes and old age. In the fall eof 1980 Hugh and Merline built a
room on the back of their home on 1009 E Street and Hazel moved into it in
October. Four months later she entered the hospital. Exploratory surgery
discovered a reoccurrence of the cancer she had in the late 1950's. A second
surgery implanted a shunt pump which helped replenish the proteins she was
loosing. Twenty-three days after entering Centralia General she passed away
at 2:20 a.m. on Pebruary 4, 1981. Today she lies 1in rest next to Clyde in the
Stricklin Greenwood Memorial Park at 1822 Van Wormer in Centrzlia,
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Phe Masous: Angh, Gladys,
Buglab, Hsrel, Hay, & Charlies

Martha Mordwell, sremdaughtsr
Ranel holding son David "Hegh® at
Matlook

Glady Muson wi

Lhopateh & rousin
Bormie Mord
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Chuck, Buelah, Gladys,
Hoagh., Eacly 184lts

i
axel &
day

; thelr wedding

Clyde on

Hagel Balis with Uncle Osncar Nordwsll
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. Hazel's femily: Hugh &
‘Merline Mason; Bazel,
#lady & Hen Madoche, Bob
& Buelah Groom: Charies &
Maryanne Mason

Hazel's female descendants

Hazel's male descendants
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WILLIAM NORDWELL

Born 1909 D1ed

John and William were Pete and Rubvy's second and third children. Both
were born on Lhe Goldendale farm and both fell victim to diphtheria. Like
many illnesses that are unheard of today, diphtheria was dreaded well into the
1900's. Diphtheria 1is an acute contagious infection that affects vyoung
children. The initial phases often resembled that of a mild cold, so early
diagnosis was elusive. Diagnosis was further complicated because the patient
was usually too young to express what was happening. Even 1f it were
diagnosed early, the verdict was often the same . . . just a matter of time.
In the 1920's an effective antitoxin and testing had reached all corners of
the US znd ended the sericus threat it brought to young children and the fear
it brought parents.

Hazel had mentioned that the loss of the two boys really affected their
father. He seemed to be more mellow and personable to his c¢hildren after
their death.

William

_—
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ANER WORDWELL ETNGERY
The Anna & Warren Kingery family—Mary, Evelwyn,
kukth, BEster, Paul, BEarl, Orlen
Auna MWarie Nordwell was the fourth child of Pete and Ruby. She was bhorn
4pril 16, 1912 at their home near Montesanc. With the death of John in 190%

and William in 1913 she became the only sibling of Hazel wheo was eight in
1913.

She scgon became the family cook. She started high school in 1926, the
1& Ltwo-room Wayside School consolidated with Mary M. Knight. The school
basically the three R's; Reading, Writing and Avithmetic,

gligh ware also important classes as was Penmanship. Anna did

LW and won a Rice Penmanship Award which she still has. She also

sang in the school echeir. In May of 1930 Anma and seven other girls became

the first ever graduating class at Mary M. Knight. For recreation Anna plave

girls basketball at the logging camp rvecreation hall which was about a mile
dua west the school. The camp also had movies and held dances which were well
attended.

During Auna’s high school days a young fellow named Warren B. Kingery was
working for Larry Rice at the fish hatchery near what is now Schaffer State
Park. Warren came to Washington State 1im QOctober 1928 from Luseland,
Saskatchewan. There Warren's father Jay and grandfather David farmed a 480
acre ranch on the prairie about 120 miles west of Saskatocn. The Kingerys
were in Indiana prior ko going to Canada, David, Warren's grandfather, was in
the Union Army during the Civil Wer. Along with soldiering he was also a
shoecobbler. That is he made shoes for the soldiers. After the war he taught
school for a while and later went back to being a shoecobbler. When he
marvied Mary Loucinda Fuller they bought an 80 acre farm 8 wiles from
Logansport, Indiana. David and Mary had five children including Jay. Jay
married Fanny Edna Brady, they were farmers most of there lives, They had
three offspring Warren (1906), Lyman (1906) and Hiram (1908).

The Kingerys and 12 others Logansport families moved to Luseland in
1908, In Luseland the Kingerys grew grains and raised lots of hogs. The
early 1900's was the time when automation was only beginning to appear on the
farm. Most travel and work was still done by either horses or oxen. Four to
ren owen te:wms pulled plows, bunchers, thrasher, combines and what have you.
8¢11ll there was plenty of work for those that wanted it. Warren got his first
job ig 1915, at age 11.
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Luseland was flat with harsh winters. Since there was no electrical
wiring, no indoor plumbing and the land was flat, moving any home, barn or
even school wasn't much of a problem. They simply put skids underneath and
hitched a team to the skids and the move was on.

The harsh winter meant school had to be held in the summer. Warren took
in 8 summer sessions at the Heiland school. Elsie Kingery, Warren's aunt, was
a teacher at the school.

After 12 years on the prairie David, Mary and their daughter Elsie moved
to Attalia near Richland, Washington in 1920.

In 1928 Warren came west and went to work at the fish hatchery. By 1929
he and Anna were dating. They'd go to dances, Grange events and movies at the
log camp. Of course their romance was serious and they were married. On
Friday, Hovember 3, 1931 Pete and Ruby butchered a beef. On Saturday they
were off to deliver half to larry Rice at the fish hatchery and the other half
in Montesano. At the fish hatchery Larry or his wife come out with: *"Hear
you're getting a new son-in-law today:" Anna had neglected to tell her
parents of her plans. That afterncon Anna and Warren were married in Shelton
at the courthouse. That evening when they returned home Ruby was crying and
Pete was upset at losing his favorite cook.

Anna and Warren moved into the vacated Wayside school just up the road
from her folks. The &wo-room school had a kitchen and quarters where the
teachers had lived,

In April 1932 they joined Warren's parents on a 480 acre farm near
Eugene, Oregon. Six weeks later on May 17, Mary, their first child was born
at the ranch. Jay had traded the Luseland farm for the Oregon ranch in 1932,
With the deal came 400 sheep and $10,000 of debts. They sheared the sheep,
sold lambs and raised hogs, wheat and oats. The 1930's were rough times and
the depression and the $10,000 debt took its toll as farm prices plummeted.
They couldn't give their pigs away so they turned them out in the oat fields
to cut expenses. Within two years, they lost the place.

Anna and Warren moved to nearby Springfield where Warren took any job he
could come up with, He did vard work, worked on farms, anything. One of his
jobs was to broadcast seed in fields. He covered 20 to 25 acres a day but
these were of course long days. Evelyn was born while they were in
Springfield on March 2, 1934.

Warren landed a construction job out of QOakridge about 50 miles SE of
Eugene., They lived up there for about two years while Warren worked on the
High Willamette Pass, a part of State Highway 58, He worked for three
different contractors doing everything from hamd labor to driving truck. As
one job ended he moved to another contractor, this way he was able to work
through the entire project.

When those jobs were over the family moved to Santa Clara, a small
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Today i1iEs a part of Ei There, Warren got
T ¥ - ¥ 1e - L 11 ad by T . - | |
doing common labar and semi-skilled work. BHe worked

of Eugene. He

on the Fern Ridge flood conktrol and irrigation dam l? T
i re in & gawmill

ing install two

of Orzgon’s Med il

worked as 2 brickmasen while

and worked on the roof of Uniwve

finding herself busier all the time. By 1938 ghe had four small
girls to take care of with the addition of Ruth on January 1, 1936 and Esther
on December 13, 1937, While renting at Sante Clara, Anna got her first taste

of wmodern convenien They had electricity, running water and indoor
plumbing. &She set asai her old washtub and washboard in favor of a shinning
wagher they bought for $78.

new Montgomery Wards

iey bought a five acre pareel in the nearby

1 atarted to built a 16" % 20' barn on the

i no L t the : he

> and the barn became The

mini—farm. They had a 1 to

, dressing out half as friers as

woullats 18 of the work arocund the farm az we the
indoor chores for the young family that grew to six Child:&f th val
of Paul on October 9, 1939 and Earl on December 12, 1941. was the first

leid

to be born at a hospital.

w0

O

gsion was sbLill on a2z World War JI began and construction was
1 the Eugene area most of 1941, Apnna and Warren had actually
movae back to Matlock about the time Earl was born.
old rhey packed their few belongings and siz Lids into their 19:
te Mordwell' = c hey settled next door te Pete and Ruby on

had lost in the Peaie : liked
i @

ti he was

F=4
34

r1"i

the ."r'-‘“’:'fri'e—!.]. .

ild living and to halp g v loaned
them 10 way they'd an income from the milk. Thev'd split
calvas 2ows 80 they 1 build their ' i

up to Matlock aboul the same time as Warren and Apoa., The three of them and &
neighbor Ezie Fuller started a logging and land cleariag business. Within two
years Lyman and Ezie dropped out of the business. Werren and Hiram continued
on for several years. As payment for one of thelr jobs they were given a
small gawmill which they setup on YWarrens plane.

Warren's byrothers Lyman and Hiram were also in the Tusene area and came

For Anna, the move Lo Mat meant giving up zlesiricity, the wringer
washer and the other conveniences. Actually they got electricity in June 1942
just six wmonths after arriving in Matlock. But they didn't get indoor
plumbing until 1852 when they hired Bob Kramer to put it in. With this came
hot water and the return of the wringer washer. Amna dldn't get an automatic

washer and dryer however until 1864 when they lived south of Elma,

The Xingery's took on a lot. The logging businass nove than kept Warren
busy, but he found time to be on the school board for 12 years and survive a
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Peter and Ruby WBordwell 155 acre farum. This is the original Nordwell
Matlock farm. They lived there from 1921 to 1937 when they lost it during
the depression. The original house burned down in 1%28. They built a new
house which became the home of daughter Anna amnd Warren Kingery from 1942
to 1859. The current address Rt. 1, Box 143, Elma, WA, From here the
Ringery's moved to Elma. Birthplace of Ernie Wordwell and COrlen Kingery.
Warren's brothers csach had 80 acre farms on the Mary M. Knight Rd. near the

Kingery Rd,

(2) Fish hatchery where Warren worked when he first came to the area and met
) Anna Hordwell

For the location of all ocur relatives in the area and driving directions se.e
Matlock map inr Chapter 12.
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recgll alesgtion.

Anns gertsinly had plenty bo do with a2 large family and
home. The kids kept farm going. Evelyn and Ester helped Anms with the
indoor chores. Euth Mary fad the chickens, slopped hogs and milked
the 3 ko 5 cowe, When Paul got old enough he took over feeding the chickens
and slopp he hogs, and when Mary left, milking the cows. When Earl got
old enough he rhen took over some of the chores.

On Mareh 11, 1951 their seventh and last child, Orlen, was born he was
named after Warren's uncls Orlen,
too mpch, simply spread thin. TIn 1555 things
the lag business and farm it under. Beef prices
21 been and leoggiong was always s struggling
into heavy construction, driving graders, ecats,
needed, Near Seattle he heiped convert a HNikie

Warren
caught up w
fell tbo ahou

husinass.

te to handle Polarig bellistic missiles. He eslse helpad build
n igloos (storage) at Fort Lewis and in 1956 worked on the Mudd Bay

section of the freeway betwesn Oljnn‘r and Aberdeen. By L1957 Warrén was

L

working for E1 Monte lumber store, now Bayview, in Elms. He delivered

1

redi-mix sud also worked at tha baL ¢h plant. In 1959 they traded their farm

with fd Zepp a home at the corner of Anderson and Third Street in Elma.
Pete shy iei moved to Elma én 195 6 and by now Warren's parents had also
settled in Elma. They had moved Erom Eugene to Matlock in the late 1940's.

About & wear later, in (ciober 1960, Warren and Anna
mmexpected but proud owners of new blue Chevy Biscayne. The Time
Ststiona 1 Washington, Oregom and Tdahe gave vaffle ricketzs to
customers for each fill-up, tune-up, grease job, etc. One of their kickets
won the grand prize, the ear.

In v moved again. This b

miles gouth of Elma on what iz mow 148 South Bank Road.

re seven childran were pratty much on their own. Anma with a full array of
modugn Cans ioonty Warren and Orlen arvound the house, started to
develep her hobbies and pazticipate wore inm the church. She now had the time
to spoil her grandchildren and do her needle work and crocheting in earnest.
She is now working on 26 afghans she has committed to do for their 7 kids and
19 grandkids. So far 20 have been completed.

rime to & 13 scre property aboul three
ghis time six of

ad

Anna and Warren's 1life has evolved arvouwnd family, chureh and work. Pete
always felt that Warrsn should stay home on Sundays and worl around the farm.
But Warren stuclk to his veligious commitment gnd salvation. They joined the
Christian Missicnary Allianea Church in Elma in 1953. Once they moved to
Blma, Anna became the Secretary Tor the church board znd kepi the duties for
20 years. She also began attending the ladies annual spring retreat. TIm 1961
she became the church custodian receiving $5 per month. Today 24 years
later, she and Warren get $100 2 monith for rhe work. Warren has been an usher
in the church 48 years. vetiring as the head usher on Deceamber 31, 1984. For
years he 311 bes n_mhbr of the Board of Trustees, and Financial Secretary
as well 23 "ass " custodian,
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‘! Anna and Warren Kingery; their 15 acre home from 19@3 to 1965, o . . the

~ property is about 3/4 mile after crossing the Chehalis River bridge; the
current address is 148 South Bank Rd. and included the property between
Box 128-148.

¥ —i—

For the locaiton of all our relatives in the area and driving directions see
South Elma map in Chapter 18,
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After a couple of vyears south of Elma they moved back into town, they
bought Warren's folks home at 1423 W. Martin. Jay had passed away in August,
1968 and Fanny in September of 197 _7.

By the late 1960's Warren was approaching 65 so in 1968 they bought a six
lot parcel. On three lots they built a "retirement' home which included a
large work shop in the basement. The houses roof and exterior was contracted
and Warren completed the interior work. On the other lots he built a "apec™
home which they sold., They sold the property at 1423 W, Martin to their
daughter Mary and Llyod Rimmerly. In 1969, at age 65, Warren retired after
11 1/2 years with El Monte/Bayview. HBe set up shop in his basement and
remodeled several homes around town.

With Social Security, their retirement income was not large. This along
with the rules which limit the amount of money you can earn without penalty;
that 1is giving half to the Social Security Administratiom, they found the
retirement home mortgage more than they wanted to handle. Inflation was
beginning to run rampart in the early 1970's and that didn't help them
financially either. So, in October 1972 they moved for the ninth time since

their marriage. This time to their present home at 318 South 5th street in
Elma.
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After ags Vi, Secial Zegurity rulse a2llows you to esvn a#ll you <an
Without a peoaley. So ip 1976 Warren went back Lo the Bayview bateh plaat on
4 part-vime bazis., Ye had all the work be wented duving the conatruction of
the Sstasup nuclear puwsr plant 1o the late 19703 and early 1880's. MHow atc
age B0 he has choge ko be rebived; at lasst 95 paresnt of the time.

Arvwa aud Werven's Life have been gobive and ramsins so. Dol ave sctive
in the chureh, sravel tp wiglz ralatives, aud are putbteriog with rtheir
N B B |
hatibieg

c hring
- N W Fury
Buire z: Mary, Buvsivn, Ruth, dnd
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Mary, Bvelyn, Bster,
&a@kaL 2nng holding ©
Warrens Oragon. i

snna holding Orelen,
Beter, Warren, Paul,
Evelyn Rath, Mary, Barl.

Anns & Warren'a 50th asnlversary. Earl,
sster, Bvalyn, Mary Orlen, Ruth, Pael. Elma
Grangs Hall, 1983
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HELEN WORDWELL, BATEMAN
The Helen & Aner Bateman family--Norma, Gail, Assa

Helen was borm in 1914 whlle the family lived near Mon z
she and the family moved, by frala, to an alfalfazs farm qear Oxlﬁadﬁ
falifornia. TIn 1921 the farm went under and the family, which kuow inclt
gix kids, returned te Washington. They came by covered wagons leaving in Hay
or Juns and pulling into their new home, a 155 acre farm neayr Matlock in HMason
County, in late summer (see Matlock map in chapter 12).

no. At age

m

That GSeptewber, Helen joined the areas other 15 or so school age kids at
dayaide school, Ehyside which was called Grove eavlier, wze a typical
i scheol. Helen was a eecond grader her first year there. the time
zchool had one classroom, one teacher and elght grades. The facility was
baclk 30 feet or so from the school. Wayside was fairly modern when it

to water. It had a hand pump ingide. Some were outside, some mchools
fetched theinr water from a creek., Heating was by wood stove or furnace.
Generally a parent or two stocked the schoel with weod but it was up to the
teacher te 1ight the fire and keep the room coufortable se the gtudents could
concentrate on studying. Of course there were the bolted down sgolid wood
desks with their ink wells, a blackboard, an eraser ov two and plenty of chalk.

Chalk was important <o the kids education, What with nc mimeograph,
coplers and few preprinted handoutz, the imporitant things went ontc the
blackboard. The ABC's for the first graders, math for the third graders,
geograpvhy for the eighth gradevys. Manvy of the lessons and asgignments were
laboricusly put on the board before the kids arrived . . . for good reascn.
Teaching eight grades at once, four to five subjects to each, each day kept
Miga Holfert, cthe teacher, hopping even though there were few students. The
ten minute morning and afternoon recesses were probably as welcomed by the
teacher as by Helen and her classmates. Recesses were a playtime for the
kide. For the teacher it meant stoking the stove and getting the next lessons
on the blackboard and a brief break while she monitored the play outside.
Iunches lasted 30 minutes and since school lunches were unheard of, it was
bring your own or do without., Ruby made Helen’s Lunch through the fourth
grade but afier that she was on her own. She didn't really have a favorite
lunch. There wasn't much choice, she tock what was on hand or nothing. The
nearest 7-11 was 35 yearvrs away. School which sitarted at 2:00 a.m., let out at
4:30 p.,m. There were a few chores to be done befcre heading home. HMaiunly
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washing the blackboard which the kide took turuns doing, “voluntarily,” of
course,

Getting to and from school waz left up to the students own devices. For
Helen and her sisters; school was a little over two miles 1f they went by the
gravel road and about 1 1/2 miles if they cut across Scott's Prairie (place)
and through the Simpson Logging Camp. Going through the camp was tabos but
they weren't beyond trying it when they thought they could get away with it.
For a while a gypay family camped along the way. The kids were told to stay
away as "they stole kids". The biggest problem going to and from schocl were
the bully classmates who took advantage of the trip to tease the younger
ones. For the most part they walked to school, but on rare occasions went by
horse. Once there the horse had to be tethered, watered and so on. When the
snow got bad their dad harnessed the horse and going to school became a sleigh
ride.

Motor vehicles gradually ended the era of the one-room schoels. For
Helen and Matlock the change came in 1926, when several small schools
consaglidated into the new Mary M. Knight School. It offered Dbus
transportation, a broader curriculem and a high school. 1In 1931 when Helen
was a junior and class secretary/treasurer the high school had four teachers
and offered:

English Algebra General Science
French Geometry Socilal Civice
U.5. History Typing Vocational Civics
World History Home Economics

Physical Education (P. E.) was added a year or two later. For recreation
there was boys and girls basketball, pep assemblies, a oratorical contest, a
Christmas program, three plays and partles for wvalentine;, halloween and so omn.

In her senior year Helen quit school and married Aner Bateman 1in
Shelton. Aner's parents were Asa Bateman, who was born in San Jose,
California in 1875, and Hatti Fletcher, who was born 1in Seattle. The
Bateman's moved to Seattle where Asa met Hatti. In 1899 they married and
lived in the Georgetown community. Georgetown 1s the industrial area Just
wesat of Interstate 5 and between the Kingdome and the King County Alrport,
Boelng Field. A few homes are stlll in the area . . . a remnant of 1ts days
as a residentlal area. Asa was on the police force but apparently wanted
something else of life and maved to Matlock. But not before Ruth was born in
1900, Hazel in 1502 and Aner in 1908.

It was around 1915 that they packed up their kids and belongings and left
the big city to smettle on an &80 acre farm about half a mile south of the Mary
M. Knight School in Mason County. There, they ran beef cattle and a few
sheep, and Asa got a job on the Mason County road crew. He became road
foreman and continued to work for the County until his death in 1938. Hattl
lived on the place untll her death in 1969. They both are buried in Shelton.,
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In 1916, Edwin was born, but died of diphtheria om February 12, 1920 =ar
the age of 3 years and 3 months,

Helen and Aner got married during the depression bui Aner some how was
able to get a job on the Mason County road crew. He drove truck and grader
most of the time and was making a very good wage for the times . . . $4.75 a
day. .

For the first couple of months of thelr marriage, they lived with Aner's
parents. In the meantime, Asa was fixing up the other house on the place to
make it liveable, They moved over there and spent the rest of their time in
Matlock on the place, Aner'’s father-in-law, Pete tried to talk Amer into
buying some land of his own, but Aner wasn't one to get 1involved in working
the land.

MATLOCK, WASHINGTON

Hote: REach Section Sguare = 1 mile

I Mary M. i,
Znight Scheol

Mary M. Knight Rd. A

cr

Binghom |
f\/\q‘\’\—,‘“n\-\

Kingery Rd .|

i Scott’s
s ( pralrie

(’ Helen and Aner Bateman’s home when they were first married, 1932 until 1943
when they moved to Dryad. Birthplace of Worma, Gall and Asa Bateman. They
shared the 80 acre farm with Aner®s parents Hattli and Asa who moved there

in 1¢15. The current address is Rt. 1, Box 138, Elma, WA.

For the location of all cur relatives in the area and driving directions see
Matlock map in Chapter 12,




finorma was born iIn 19232 and Gail in 1934, Both were born at home with the
doctor comlng out from Shelton to make dellwvery,

In 1938, Grampa Asa died. Shortly after that, Aner gquir his job with the
County and went laoto heavy coanstruction, He drove equipment for a while for
the Schaffer Brothers Logging Company.

In 1942 Asa A. was born. By this time, though, doctors weren't making
house callsg, so for Ass, 1ife began at the Shelton hospital. Hatti wanted Asa
to be named after her granddad and promised Amer if he would, she'd give the
new Aga a savings bond.

Construction work atarted to take Aner out of the area. In 1942 he got a
job at the Meskill Rock Quarry near Dryad. He set a trailer next to their
quarry and started commuting, returning to Matlock on weekends. After about a
year of commuting, Helen and the three kids mowved teo Dryad in 1943. Dryad had
besn a bustling logging community, but it was more quiet than bustling by the
time they arrived. The center of actlivity was the gen=ral store which was
algo the post office, bus statlon, and get-—together place, Tn the summer,
Rainbow Falls wag the place, st least for the kids. The post offlee closed
about 1958 but the stors remained open through the 19&80%s.

Helen and Aner bought a two bedroom house on a let from Mr. and Mrs.
Charlie Gates. The house was located onm what is now 128 Kobe Road in Dryad.
The house is now the home of their son Asa and Kay Bateman. They tried to
bargain the Gates down, but they wouldn't budge. It was $800 cash or ne
deal. Raisging the money wasn't easy. Aner’s mother reluctantly loaned them
the money, It wasn't that she dido't want to help, but =28 thes same time, she
wasn't B0 sure she'd ever be paid back. But, faithfully she got $20 a month
until it was pald off.

Aner stayed with heavy construction. He worked on the Mossyrock Dam in
the 1950's. He later took a job with 5t. Regls near Mortom. There he put up
a traller and came home on weekends. GConstruction work was demanding and alsge
dangerous. Aper felt he was getting too old to handle the bigger equipment,
g0 he went back to driving grader in 1968, On 2 snowy dasy ke slipped off the
grader and cracked hie aeck. The doctoring nsver really worksed out and that
meant retirement at age &0,

Normz marrisd Dayton Green in the early 1950's and Gail married Carl
"Cork™ Karboski in the mid-fiftles. Around then Helen startad doing seasonal
work. At first she picked ferne, worked in the strawberries, picked fir cones
and whatever else came along. Around 1955, she started ko work at Ticknor
Farms (now Simons) on Ford's Prairia, just south of Cemtralia. At first, this
was also seasonal, but as she got seniority, the job became full itime, year
round. She and four others hoed the strawvberviss, prunsd the blackberry
bushes, worked in the cannery in the summer, and in the winter they broke down
the bulk frozen produce and packaged them for shipmeut to srores. In 1965 she
moved over to Northwesi Moblile Houwes as an assembler, lut oot laid off. This
time, Helen decided to try sowmething different and went to work at the Kit
Carson Hestaurant. After = short stay, she happily accepted a Job with
Moudulinae ina 1957,
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DRYAD. WASHINGTON

Approzimate Scale: 1 inch = 1/4 mile

Robe Rd

EY Railraad N,

hY

e

Home of Aner and Helen Batemesn from 1243 to 1971. The current address is
128 Eobe Rd. The house, which has been remcdelled, is the home of their
son Rez end Eay Batesan, From here Helen and Aner moved to 324 NW Florida
in Chehalis.

The home of Helen and Aner's daughter Gail and Cork Harboski; 157 Eobe R4,

The home of Cork's brother and originally the Kazrboski's home place.

Directions: Dryad 1s located off Highway 6 between Chehalis and Raymond,
From Chehalis take I-5 Exit #77 and go west zbout 17 miles toward Raymond.
The Dryad tuvn off . . . Chandler RA. . . . is about = mile past Rainbow
Falls State #ark. Turn right onto Chandler and then 2 half mile later turn
righi onto Robe Rd.



Halen sod Ansr moved from Presed 1o 97 e fhelr curveab bhn@me af 342
fiorgh Hest Tlorida Jersst. 4z they soved oot Ase, Hey and thelr two bidyg,
Karls and sss woved fn. The new home was lo & swall quist peighborhood, much
Like Devad, bub only o two miaeta hop to Chelalis,

fo 1976, at age 52, Helen vetired f£rom Mouduline, "o Helen retirement
has mesnt more time Eo tyseel o . . to bloge gemes and Reno.  Shefs been
playiog binge for 30 years now and reportedly 1585 has bought two of her three
bigzest pots. 3he's slso bLecome something of a Florence Nightengale. Ble has
spent 4 lot uf time and effort caring for "Pete” and lazel whan they became
gartonsly 11l {zee Chapters 13 and 17). Io retivement, Aner gerfected hisz
pool game and got a zav and wotorbike for getting around. He had & big Harley
Davidson lo his sarlier days and found a bike to still be a cheap and fun way
to go. He rode hie Yamsha {n all but the worst weather,

at aga 73, Ansy got pleled up for drunk deiving, BRI, The reallzatiom
that 3Ff hs got caught apals le'd lope his llcense lod to some serioug
gopteaplatlon . . . Amgr went ¢old turkey on the drinking but kept op with his
pool game aml bike riding untll his last days.

In  Juanwary, 1982, Heles a9d  Apner  celebreated their golden weddiag
anniversary, Absur twa yesrs later, op September 23, 1883, Aner sassaed away

of 2 massive haart attack. Aner was 75 and now lavs at rest abt the Bunget
Memorial Gardss in Chehalls, Washingion.

Helen Nordwell with pet burkey at Balen holding Morms
Oviand, O fars

—
foe)
et



Aner . . . pool shark

ner gred his Rawasaki at 19873
farwily miconic. Buoods, WA

ansr and his Harley



S e <
Notma & Sall with their
grandma Pets, Buby Wordwsli

Mo

The Babtahans Horma Graen, Aner, Helen, Asa,

4
Geil Karhoski

niversar: IR
Helen & Aper's SDGh ANNIVEISary a3



NOTES




"Peta," as Lester was c¢alled, was the family entertainer and later

family chauffeur. His vocal efforts started early but his siblings sze’dom
called it singing! He probably would have been willing te do the chauffeuring
right away too, but he wasn't old enough.

5

wzs born June 29, 1916 while the Nordwells were Lliving near
Montesanc. became their only son as John and William had died earlier and
Frnie wasn't born until 1921, He celebrated his fifth birthday oo the tfrail
when fthe family was moving by sovered wageon from California to Matlock. As he
gok older he became his dad’s right handman. He helped with the haying, cow
miiking, gardening and his favorite . . . cowpunching. That is driving the
cattle ko the rvange on horseback in the spring, checking on them during the
gummer and bringing them home before hunting season aund the winter snow.
Cowpunching also meant watching for new calves to maka suvre they were ck and
when they got old enough, dehorning those that needed it and splitting an ear
with the Wordwell identificaticn mark.

"Pete"

By the late 1920's Henry Ford's assembly lines were in full produciion.
That's when mofor cars became affordable to most families . . . imcluding the
Nordwells, They got a Model T pickup and later got & Model T sedan. They
kept their horses and wagons for the farm work but driving cars was now the
fun thing to do. "Pete" picked up on that righlt away. He learned to drive
when he was fairly young by helping his dad with the chores. When he could
talk his dad into it he drove around the place just for fun. One summer he
and Ernie were raking the hay but it was taking far too long. The lake was
waiting. "Pete" unhitched the horses and hooked the pickup to the rake and
zipped around the field] Ernie who was on the rake, hung on for dear life and
tried his best to make straight rows. When Pete and Ruby went to town "Pete"
and the cother kids sometimes snuck the vehicle that was left behind for a fun
ride. See Chapter 12 for the stories, In 1930 "Pete” and Warren Kingery were
helping Pete sell alder as pulp wood. Pete cut and split the wood. 'Pete"
and Warren loaded it onto the Model T truck. '"Pete” then took the load to
Matlock where he and Warren stacked the wood on a flat car for shipment to
Raynior plant in Shelton. When he became 16 in 1931 he chauffeured his
brothers and gisters whenever he cowld; to Lake Mewatzel for a swim, to the
Matlock store, to school occasionally, and to dances.
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being
grads. 23 1 says that he
soccer he played iz rhought to be more like rugby then
in schools to

After he gob out of school help around
the farm, in g after Ruby lost her lag Pete'n" coudin Elsie
Purviance, now Eschbach came forv house doing
dishes, some cooking and making th had left his
bed alone., The bed had a sbraw o To help out,
Elsie propped it up with apple boz into bed,
and bruising aoup:

16, mnot long

it was a startling

hed "Pets' was working & Wa !
he helped arcund the hom By mow ¢ 1
Then World Ehﬁ: 11 |'T\;J? thchia7 i late
back and walted to be drafted, He wesn't that axeited aboul

~

and also felt that Pete could use his help around che farm.
Uncle Sam’s greeting didn't arrive umtll 1943

He spent a year or so in the USA, at Fort Lewis nesar Tscoma and st Camp
MeCov in Wisceonsin before going to Eurcope. He was in Hurope only = few mounths

when Germany survsndered on May 8, 1945; VE Dav. “Thousands upon aof

s wenii home. But "Pete" and wany athers were
war with Japan continued. Thr montha later
he to use the nuclzar bomb. The firab one was
i When there was no surrender, ancother bomb
on Nagdsakl on August 9%th. That brought surrender,

September 2, 1945 on the USS Misscuri in Tokyo Bay,

gk yet,
after
remote
Flare c2t e unit
Ruby, his mother wrote:

day.” He got home on

"Pere™ probably thought
The US decided to o P
the surrender. hi
iglznds and ko have
stayed on. 1In a Uecember 14, 10
"ester is still in Manile and hates it
March 8, 1246.

Just what "Pere's" job was in the Army and where he was stationed is not
known for sure, as mosk of hiz officisl willitary vrscocds hwq: been destroyed
by fire. In the Pacifiec, Corporal Lester Nordwell #29203557 was with the
1478th Engineer Maintenance Comnpany. Engineer 'ai.::':rv= units were
non—combat groups that supporied Cthe combab troops. Ex

cetrprts from a letter he

sent his sister Mary Roderick dated Uctober 3, 1%43 gives a glimpse of his
military life:

" . .+ ¢« T have quite a bit of time this afterncon We moved

Sunday and since then we have been working., I w2s on guard last

night and today just got off. We sure worked for 3 days tho my




hands are sore and my legs and back are sore. We've been building
platforms and floors for our tents, That's hard work when you've
sat on your ass as long as we have. I didn't think I'd ever see the
time when 1'd welcome guard or KP but I sure did this time. I'm on
KP day after tomorrow. This will be a pretty good place when we get
it fixed-up. About that time we'll probably move again. That's
about all we've done since we've been overseas., Clean and fix a
place to live and move out and leave it for somebody else to move
into. We are living in a big open shed with a tin roof now it rains
so hard there is a spray all over the building, I worked the last 2
days without my shirt on now my shoulders are so sunburned I can't
hardly stand it on . , . "

"Pete’ ate his 1945 Thanksgiving turkey in the Phillipines. Other
memories wculd include his many days of travel on the troep ships and driving
jeep. The troop ships weren't his fondest memories. They were crowded,
bunks were stacked 3 and 4 high with less than 2 feet between each., He had
too many trips, first to Europe then clear across two oceans to the
Phillipines and then home to the USA. The memorable part of these trips was
the bad weather and the many days of sea sickness he suffered as a result,

"Pete' loved to drive jeep and Ernie got the impressien he drove a lok,
probably as his unit moved from camp to camp. Back home both “Pete™ and Ernie
bought surplus jeeps. "Pete" showed Ernie all the ropes of driving a jeep on
the Carstairs Prairie and into the woods and on mountain roads.

After the war, "Pete" lived at home helping on the farm and working in
the woods when he could, He worked for Virgil Beerbower off and on for about
4 years. During one of his lay-offs "Pete" and Ernie repcrted in every Friday
at the Aberdeen Unemployment Office. When they could they stayed arcund for a

night out at the taverns and dances. "Pete'" met Ruth Dalrymple on one of
those trips. On December 29, 1940 "Pete" and Ruth were married with Virgil
Beerbower and Nona Beerbower Summers standing in as witnesses. "Pete” was 33

at the time and Ruth, 28.

Ruby described the preparation for the marriage this way in a December
18, 1949 letter to Olive: '"Lester has 80 acres and a small house and an
Orchard on it. He's plaoning on getting married scon. They moved there
furniture up yesterday and she is up there today painting and cleaning."”

Ruth's parents, Ray and Edna Shearer Dalrymple lived in Hoquiam and had
four other kids: Ray Jr., Coreen , Maxy and Jim. They had moved out from
Fontana, Kansas.

By 1950 ''Pete" was working on Mason County road crew. In the winters
he'd run the snow plow and the rest of the year he helped with road

maintenance.,

Getober 17, 1951 marked the arrival of John Pete Nordwell who was named
after hig greatgrandfather. A year and a half 1later, on March 20, 1953
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Peter J. Nordwell®s B) acres which he later gave to his son Lester, “pPets,”
Wes "Pete™ and Roth Hordwsall's home Erom 1949-1955, "Pete® added the 40
scree of @ to the property along the way which alsoc belonged to his dad

before he got it, Birthplace of John and Lessle Nordwell, FProm here the
family moved to Paclfic Beach.

at Elma and both were

ital three months bafore

Lesslie Rue was bern., Both were bora in the
tikes., John was the gmallesc and staved ifn tl
he had enough weighl ko o homa.

At abgut this time, 1952 to be exact, "Pete" stavted working for Warren
and Hiram Kingery Logging. For the most part he ran cab and fell trees. As

always he helped his dad when he could with the Ffarming, buc now earning
encugh to support his family came first. This required pgoing from job to
job. That was a fact of life from the 1930's through the 1%950%s, at least in
the rural logging areas. Thes

&
n working for Ehe sanme company 20 or 30 years,
even 10 vyears was a variby. Seversl Factors played & role iu this economic
reality. First, most logging companics were small operabions and few managed
to stay 1in business as long as 10 wvears. Lay-ofls were £frequent and
unemployment compensation which stazted in the 1330's oiflered up to $37.350 a
week in 1946 but most got less. Tn short when you woere onl of work, 1k waan't
long before you'd be oukt of money. (nder the loecal =cow condizions there
wasn't much opportunity to save for 2 rainy day . . . it n=d foo often. So
when you were laid off you went and Efound another job. For many likse Aner and
Ciyde, they moved with the job or to where there wers jobsz., For those like
"Pete', Ermie, and Lyno who lad pimbersd land chey eceul a new job
locally. If a job didn't Eurn wp right away they could lav~cif by
logging their own place, selling logs, plug pol eda
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Today thisz has all changed. Higher wunemployment compensation snd
extended benefits mekes it possible to wait out all bui the longest of
lay~offs. Pensicuns, senicrity rights and medical benefits have tied the
worker to their job and company . . . and thus ave less willing to stari over.

In 1955 Warren and Hiram's business went broke and "Pete” found himself
unemployed again. He and Ruth decided it was time for them to leave the
area. They sold their 80 acres, which had been logged off by then, and moved
to Pacific Beach about 20 miles west of Hoquiam., "Pete” got on at the Aloha
Cedar Mill about 10 miles to the north. About a year later on August 13, 1956
Krista Marie was born. She was 2z flyweight like John and Lessie, weighing in
at 4 pounds 14 ounces. All the kids went through school at Moclips,

While at Pacific Beach "Pete" became active in the Veteran of Foreign
Wars, being elected Commander of Post #8956 for a year. He was also a member
of the American Legion Post at Moclips. He also liked to eclam dig and
returned to Matlock for deex hunting season.

Ruth became very sick in 1961. The diagnosis, cancer. 1In many ways Ruth
had a tough life. She had epilepsy since childhood. It wasn't until later
that medicines were in general use for control of the seizures. She wasn't
able to work outside the home nor drive a car. Her sister~in-laws feel that
she seemed ko stay home and limited her visiting more than she needed to. She
likely did so for fear of a seizure.

Ruth fought the cancer, spending several months in the hospital and
taking treatments. Gladys Mason who was married to Gecrge Sackrider helped

"Pete” with the kids during this time. After about 5 years, when Ruth was 44
cancer claimed ancther victim,

"pete" continued to work at the Aloha mwill for anmother 10 years. It was
in 1976 that his emphysema got so bad that he had to retire at age 60, after
1§ years at the mill. By then his kids had left the area. John was serving
in the Army and staticned in Hawaii, Lessie in Seattle and Krista in SE.
Joseph, Missouri.

The emphysema really knocked "Pete" down. He barely had enough energy to
get his own meals let alcne all the other things that needed to be dome. For
one, his disability claim with Social Security wasn't moving. So his sister
Helen Batemsn made her first of many trips from Chehalis to Moclips to help.
After several visits to the doctor and the Social Security office in Aberdeen
his medical claim was approved. Within a few months Helen convinced "Pete" to
move to Chehalis so she could take better care of him. He moved intc an
apartment. Helen shopped for him, cleaned house when it neceded it and mace
sure he had an adequate oxygen supply. Later he was admitted to the Veterans
Hospital in Vancouver, again with Helem's help. He was in and out of the
hospital over the next twoc and onme half years. For much of his last year at
home his oxygen tank was a constant companion. On April 10, 1979 he passgd
away at age 62. Both he and Ruth are buried at Sunset Memorial Park in
Hoquiam.
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Legter "pate” in his knickers at
Egmily’s ocrliginal Mstiook

Iester & Buth on honeyloon

By

Lestey "pate” with iz dad Pete
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Lester "Pete” & Ruth with baby

i

Ruth & Lester at Copalis Beach
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MARY WORDMWELL RODERTICE
The Mary & Alvin Roderic

'k and Family--pPhillip,
Sharon, Marilyn, Ralph, Gloria

At age 3 Mary Vera Nordwell was bouncing in a covered wagon alsng
the otker nine in the family. The three month journey started in Orls

Jelifornia and ended at their new farm near Matlock, Washington 1in
County. That was in rhe summer of 1921.

Three years later she started the first grade at the Wawzide School, a
cwo mile wall from home. Then in 1926 Mary traveled to schesl by bus to the
newly opened Mery M. Knight School. Quaint little Wayside was closed., $rior
to 1928 thers was no high school in the area. Elma, Monktesano, and Shelion
were all about 20 miles away. Since there was no bus to these places few, if
anybody, went beyond the eighth grade. Mary M. Knight changed all that and in
1934 Mary graduated. She literally skipped through school. First she skipped
the fourth grade and then the seventh. At age 12 she found herself im high
school. While school was a snap, Mavy at times wished she was with kids her
her own age. The Nordwell kids tended to be the smallest in their claas to
start with and being younger than her classmates she got the messapge that she
was a tag along more often than she liked. Her size was also a disadvantage
in sports, Wearly all the girls in the high school were on the baskethall
team. Mary got Lo play in the games but mainly because the vules said all the
players had to be played.

At home she did a little of everything. Her least favorite chore was
bringing the firewood intc the house., Seems as though fleas waited in the
woodpile and hopped onte Mary every change they got. 1t was in her senior
vear that she met Alvin Roderick, a farmer and logger from South Elma. They
met at a dance at the Dayton Grange Hall, about ten miles due east of the
Matloek storve. On November 15, 1935 they were married im Shelton. They
settled on the 240 acre Roderick farm 5 1/2 miles south of Elma. (See South
Elma map in this Chapter.) Alvin's parents Edgar Byron and Laura were both
born in the area —-- Byron on January 20, 1874 and Laura on September 1, 1879.
Laura's family were Pennsylvania Dutch but her dad, Daniel Infield, later
moved the family to Qhio not far from where Byron's folks Grant and Lu Jane
farmed. The families knew each other in OChio but came west separately, during
the 1870's. Both settled on Ford's Prairie just up the trail (now its a road)
from Mary and Alvin's home at 576 South Bank Road. Alvin was born at the
family farm on December 7, 1906.
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Bdith and Lynn Rodecick: the railroads house which they lived in from 1936
to 1939, Demolished in 1985 it was located between the road and tracks
across from what 1s now 141(7) Scuth Bank R4, It ig 1710 of 3 mile on your
left after you turn onto South Bank R4, 8=& Chp, 19,

Anna and Warren Kingery; their 15 acre home from 1963 to 1965. . . . the
property ie about 3/4 mile after crossing the Chehalis River bridge; the
current address 1s 148 South Pank Rd. and included the property between
Box 128-~148. Bee Chp. 15,

Mary and Alwin Roderick's son Phillip owned and operated this 192 acre
dalry farm from 1949 to 1968, The farm is located at 500 South Bank R4,
Phillip and Sonja retained half the property and live there, at 479 South
Bank Rd.

Mary and Alvin Roderick®s farm and home since their marriage in November
1935, Part of the orlginal Roderick homestead which included 280 acres.
Sae . 0Of the original, about 140 acres have bhesn retained by the
family. Around 1900 Byron Roderlick, Lynn and Alvin's dad, married Laura
Enfield and settled on thie part of the homestead, whete they operated a
dairy/beef farm, Bicthplace of Lynn, Alvin and their three sisters and
home where all five of Mary smnd Alvin's kids were born. Byron and Laura's
home and barns gat near where Mary and Alvin's home eite today at 576 South
Bank Rd.

Bdith and Lynn Boderick; glte of their home on the Roderick farm from 193%-
1941. Blrthplace of Gerald and Glenn Roderick. Prom here they moved
briefly to Cedarville and then by September 1%41 to Matlock, Ses Chp. 10,

Site of the original Roderick homestead and house. Settled in 1872 or 1873
by 6rant and Luna Jane Roderick, Lynn and Alvin's grandparents. Birthplace
of REdgar Byron Roderick, The 50 acres or 8o was later sold to Chris
Damitio; the current address ig 675 South Bank Rd. Bae (:) above,

The home of Lynn and Alvin Roderick's sister Leana and Vicbtor Ericksom and
Son's 300+ acre dairy farm, Original farm bhuildings were at Deana and
Vie's home at 1518 South Bank R4, and later moved to the other side of the
Sharon Cematery.

The Sharon Cemstery within the Erickson property. The gite where several
Boderlicks and relatives are buried,

Homestead settled in the earvly 1870's by Lynn and Alvin Roderick's mother®s
parents, Danlel and Mary Bafield, For 2 time the home of Lynn and Alvin's
sister Goldie, and their mother, Laura, after she left her and Byron'’s farm
in 1935. The home and barn =abt on the oornsr Just before the rallroad
cracks,

Directions: Elma lies between Olympia and Aberdeen, At Elma take the
Scuth Elma, Satsop Nuclear Power Plant Bxit and go south a mile or so until
you cross the Chehalis River Bridge. Cross the tracks and stay left and
yvou're on South Bank Road,
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By the time Mary and Alvin married, Alvin, who had worked in the woods
for several years, was operating the farm. Byron's health wasn't that good
and he, Laura and Alvin's two children from a previous marriage, Lauragene and
Alfred, had moved to the Infield farm. Byron died on September 14, 1936 of a
brain tumor when he was 62. ZLaura died in June 1963 at age 83.

The Roderick farm had two houses, a chicken house, a grainery, a huge
barn, a milk shed over the creek, an older house that was used as a garage,
and a very classy out house. The privy was a '"one astooler" build by the
W.P,A, during the Depression. Behind the main house was Eaton Creek and the
Milwaukee and Simpson Brother Railroads.

Phillip Edgar, their first child was born December 18, 1937, and a year
later, Sharon Lee became the second, arriving on December 3, 1938. By then
Mary had plenty to do with her share of the farm work to go along with the
housework and caring for two infants. Electricity arrived in 1938 but still
there wasn't rumning water, The diapers were washed in the ecreek . . &
downstream.

Speaking of the creek, Phillip at age 1 1/2 wandered out for a dip ome
hot July day:

RODERICE CHILD SAVED BY HEROIC
EFFORT OF MOTHER

“Through the heroic effort of his mother, the two-year old son
of HMr. and Mrs. Alvin Roderick was saved from death by drowning
Tuesday morning.

While Mrs. Roderick was bathing her baby, she missed the older
child, and rushing from the house, discovered him in a creek near
by. After putting in an emergency call for the doctor, she started
artificial respiration and continued relentlessly until the doctor
arrived about 20 minutes later, and the boy was just beginning to
breathe.

Latest reports were that the child was none the worse for the
experience, for which he c¢an thank the presence of mind of his
mother, according to Dr. A. A. Foote."

Elma Chronicle
July 13, 1939, Page 1.
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By the 1940's the work horses were a thing of the past. The Roderick’s
new horses were a steel cleated, Fordson tractor, with a crank start and a
1937 Ford flatbed truck. Shopping at stores was almost non-existent. The
Sears and Montgomery Ward catalogues were Mary's store. Once expired, the
catalogues became the family's not so cushy toilet paper. The telephone was
her grocery store . . . a call to Scrobbe's and Clancy's in Elma brought
delivery of a week's groceries,
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arrival of Ralph Rand their irth ehild

The farm was a combination dairy eef gk a little of
avarythi g thrown in., There were gs s geese, 10 to 20 barn
cats, = collie named Ted, and a large Alvio wmilked 2¢ to 30
cows by hand every wmoruing aznd night and W nd the place during the
day. In 1941 he took a2 job on the Gra: County road grew, For the
next 25 vears he skillfully maneuvered a ader down every county road
and a lot of driveways east of the Wynscochee River. The jaob I the extra

still low

money Lt brought came at the right bims.
because of the depresgsion, ware frozen by

he firshk to go to school,
Zehool ¥,

mixzad bag
home. I
. came down, w i
and fever wasu't what he had in mind. In centrast, Ralph
fh4 hati) that he played dumb so he could spend Lwo yea ‘5
M iyn tock school wore seriously, She got cert

e
-

attendance and for not misspelling a2 word on any ass
years. Speaking of school kids and illnesses, Mary,

counterparis, found herself doctoring the kids through
mempe and who knoweg how many other medical calamities.

%0's was an era of change. The hand pump on I was
with running water and a ringer washer . . . the £ wdern
The family got their first car . . . a 1%41 two d that
time

was two tone purple. It was a reluctant starter sc 1t spent
1 ed or parked on a h for an easy start. After the war "Pate”
Nordwel 1 and Virgil BCfrbo helped Alvin remodel ;

i Half

became z wodern ba ic'iet, shower stall, : ¢ ol

house wasg ;uhlraa, h half remained & nyfh Wik gink and & new,

fully automatic, Bendix w It was always easy to tel ‘ were
being washed . . . on the yele the whole house shook,

In 1948 the farm got a mnew tractor, a Ford &H. It's the same tractor

Phillip recently had wastored fc» Alvin. The old Tordson was scld to Lynn for
$50.00. During the late fori:ss and early fifties Alvin 4 tha kids spent
hours ciearing the land west of the vailread tracks. Alvin dynamited, burned
and pulled out the stamps.

Alvin learned to dynamite when he helped build logging roads for
Weyerhaeuser in the Delezene Creek area. After a few years of blasting, tons
of work seemingly lied ahead. ©So Alvin hired Cecil Bigneld and his C 21 Allis
Chalmers Cat to do the rest., It was one of the biggest arcund and made quick
work of the Job. The kids picked up the debris from the fields and tossed it
on the pile.
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Tt took nearly four years just to burn everything. About this time,
1951, the irrigationm system was added. Now the cows had lush pasture all
summer.,

Undoubtedly the most important addition during this era was that of
Gloria June who arrived on Junme 12, 1947. 1 fondly remember, as a six year
old, how exciting it was to have a little sister. Kind ¢f like having a new
pet.

Oh yes; pets! Mary suffered through more than her share. The kids loved
animals and everything they could get their hands on became a pet. Alfred and
Alvin brought home two fawns who stayed around for three years. Then there
were the crows, Calhound and Black Beauty taken from their nest as babies; a
deodorized skunk; a squirrel, and a bobcat Phillip caught in his trapping
days. Ralph even brought home a squealing weasel he pulled from a stump by
the tail. 1Tt stayed around about 10 seconds. Thats how long it took Mary to
explain in no uncertain terms to let it goi! What started out as two parakeets
in the house became an outdoor aviary of 20 to 30 birds for Sharon. Our more
traditional petse included rabbits, sheep, goldfish, Red the cow, turtles,
chameleon, hamsters and of course, a dog. The cats never really became pets
« « o they were just around. Mary wasn't as fond of animals as the kids and
refused to let the house become a menagerie. Only the caged animsls like the
hamster, and goldfish ever saw the inside of the house. The cone exception was
Toughy, Gleria’s dog in the early sixties. To hear her tell it, Gloria was
lonely, as her siblings were pretty much on their own.

By the late 1940's and early fifties the kids were big enough to take on
chores. Sharon swept the house every day and did a lot of the cooking.
Phillip brought in and fed the cows at night so they would be ready to milk
when Alvin got home around 5 o'clock.

Ralph took over this job when Phillip started to work for other farmers.
For their efforts the kids got an allowance, something like 25 cents a week.
They =zlso got a cow of their own and the wmoney from the calf it had each
year.

Alvin's two week vacation was taken in early July each year and spent
bringing in the hay. Alvin and Phillip mowed and raked the hay and then
everybody pitched in to get it into the barn. Phillip and Sharon using a
bu ckrake on the back of the truck brought the loose hay to the bkarn. They
unloaded by driving out from under the hay, and then they went for another
load. Meanwhile Mary set the hay fork and Ralph pulled it up to the mow with
the tractor. Once there, Mary tripped the fork and Alvin spread the hay and
built the mow. Marilyn for the most part stayed indoors, reading and taking
care of Gloria.

In April 1950 Mary took her first job outside the home. She had done a
lot of berry picking, bark peeling and fir cone picking along with the kids.

But that year she came the Loczl Enumerator for the U.S. Census. Today the
census 1s pretty much a mail-in and telephone operation. Then it involved
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going to each home taking a count and asking a few questions about age,
ancestry, number of rooms in the houss, and so on. At every tenth home a more
detailed census was Ceken,

Entertainment for the family was radio, movies in fown and board games.
In 1952 telavision came to the Rodericks . . . ome of the firat in the aresn.
The small secreen, giant cabinet set offered one channel, King TV, and a fuszzy
black and white picture.

Mary and some of the other women in the area started the Jack and Jill
4-H Club, This was in the mid-fifries when Chere seemed Lo be a lot of kids
in their early teens, That lasted about three y=ars as the kids grew inteo
other interests.

In 19535 Mary took a job waiting tables but that lasted only a few days.
Hestaurant wotk didn't like her and wice verss. Then ghe got a job-as an aid
at the Beechwood Resthome in Elma where Sharon had worked during high school.
Hoping ko find a better job, she applied Eor job with the State in Olympia,
After six months at Beechwood she got a clerk Eypist job with the Department
of Revenue. WNot long after getting on at the State Mary began a comprehensive
aceounting course offered by the La Salle Corrsspondence Schoel of Wisconsin.
She'd complate one chapter and work the problems, send the answers in and then
get the go ahead to do the next chapter.

By 1956 the Rodericks were pretty much out of farming. Dairies were fast
moving fFrom & wmilk ean, s2lf sufficiency hand operation to 2 modern business
requiring milking machines, milking parlors, milk tanks, lots of cows and big
feed bills. Beef prices dropped again after several good years. Alvin
continued to vun a4 few beef cattle but eventually this was phased out. As the
small farms ceased oparations, the large dairies expanded their Herds and
needed mors pasture . . . Lo dats Alvin hiag been able to rent his Bields.

By rthe late 1950'a, Phillip, Sharon and Marilyn were on their own. 3o
Gloria becamsz Lhe Family cook and Ralph, head dishwssher.

Alvin continued to work for the county and Mary was off to Olympia each
morning at 6:45 a.m. and not getting home uncil 6:00 p.m. She conscientiously
worked on the accounting courss for several yearg., That training helped her
go as high 28 the rules would allow in the department without a college
sheepskin, She moved up and also arsund the department. Moving from the
Audit Section to Property Tax, te Uee Tax, bto Research and returned to the
Audit Section as an awditor., After 2ZZI years and over 5,000 trips to Olympia
she became tired of rushing every morning. Bhe rebirad July 1, 1978. Alvin
had been promoted to foreman of the road crew in the early 1960z and after 26
years with the County, he retired Januvary 1. 1967,

In contrast to her parents and her brothers and aisters, Mary and Alvin

only moved onece; and that, was only 20 Feet. They moved in 1954 when they
built their current home in Eront of the ald farm house.
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Afrer vetixement Alvic continued to do whac he has always done ., . o
work., He has built sud fixed fences for Bricksons (his brother-in-law) and
has kept his p1dc going, cunbting lots of woods and gwaw&r? vegebables and
bervies., Ouly his diabebtasx, which laad te the smputstion of his right leg in
1281, has slowad hiw down. Like Ruby's aviificial leg Alvin’s wodern vaveion
does not szem to fit the way it should. He gets sores eusily which can take
two to three months to complebely heal.

Somewhere along the way Mary became 2z whiz with words., For a while she
entered jinmgle types of couteat, gavusring prizss occazionally. Tater she
rook up crossword puzzles. Ralph and her were playing toqw of Berabble at
about this bime. Thers must have been a winner but I ean t remenbay who it
wasi When the antomeied bowling alley opensd in Lown . . . she tovk up
bowliug. That was in the esriy 1960°s and she has been bowling ever since.
Her high gome, so far, 204, and high series, 502. In recent yeavs Mary has
bean very ackive im Lhe ﬁsaoeiat&d Grandmothers {lub of Hashingtow. For the
paet six vesvs sabe's been elected State treasurer. Her other long tims
hohbies ave bridge, bhingo and Reno, Fevads. More recently she's added
Ccrosheting and cloth orafis such as Afghan, teddy bear clothes and alugs Uo
spll a2t the Blmg Slug Pestiwval at the Orandwothers’® Club boolh.

Mary in Orland, California Mary & Alvin Fodecick
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‘Macy & Alvin with thelr 5 Kkids)
Phiilip, Marilyn, Bharon, Ralph,
Gloyis -

Bapilyn & Slorisz in soncert

feeding time~wgharon, Mariliyn

Mary & Alvin's 5 kids: Marilvn,
n, Gloria, Ralph, Phillip Gloris
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yrandchiidren Chris Par

arenda Bodsrick

Mary {lefi) retires
granddaughter Sally
Park on the right.

Mary & Alvin Rodervlick with thsir
5 kids and many of their
grandikids. Slympla, %3, June,
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The Edith & Lynn Roderick famlly--Gerald, Glenn,

Sandra

Being the vyoungest girl 1in a large family idier't always the bzs:
situation. %ot for Edith it wasn't bad. Being bossed by rthe older kids was
the worst of it. In all, though the kids stuck together and seldom foughs.

-

Edi:h was recruited early tc be the family bottlewasher. At age &, in
1926, she was in the first grade at Mary M. Knight. School was fun for Edith
and she always found a way to be at school. Whenever she couplsined ¢f being
sick her dad would simply savy . . . "Drink some waker and you'll Lba ckay".
Edith went trn schoel sick a few times but there must have been scmething to
the remedy &5 she mever missed a single day of school im her 12 yeave. ‘thab's
really remarkable to me who wasn't so motivated.

Edith's parents Pete and Ruby were active members of the Grange and the
kids went to all the events., There were fairs, dances and msstings. For
Edith the squere dances were the most fun. The meetings were only so-so. At
the meetings the young kids werz sent to the backroom whiie the buginess was
conducted. That’s when the fuu started. The height of it 2ll was when the
Matlock Grange first opened in the 1920%'s. The inside hadn’'t been finished
off so the kids climbed the rafters and crawled over by the meeting hall.
Dangling from the beams they listened in on the adult program.

Swimming in the Satsop River and in Lake Newaltzel were favorite pastimes
on hot days. Their parents took them but when Lester was old enough te drive
he'd happily did the chauffeuring. The older siblings tried their darndest to
leave Edith and Ernie home but got stuck with the 1little ones far more than
they liked.

Edith met Lynn Roderick when his brother, Alvin, was seeing Mary. Mary
and Alvin were married in 1935 and Edith and Lynn in 1936. Both married in
Shelton. The Roderick family history is sketched in Chaprter 18. Edith and
Lynn's first home was a house owned by the railroad at South Elma (see Map).

Lynn, who was 28, was working for the Union Pacific. He first got a job
with the UP in 1925 when he was 16. Those were part-time jobs so he still
helped at home; milking cows, haying in the summer, and whatever. Lynn went
to school in Elma and is thought to have gone beyond the 8th grade burb didn't:

graduarte,
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(SOUTH) ELMA, WASHINGTON
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Bdith and Lynn Rodericlk; the railreoads house which they lived in from 1236
to 1239. Demolished in 1985 it was located between the road and tracks
across from what is now 141(?) South Bank R4. It is 1/10 of 2 mile on your

lzft after you turn onto South Bank R4.

. Bdith and Lynn Roderick; site of their home on the Roderick farm from 1939-
1941. Birthplace of Gerald and Glenn Roderick. From here they moved
briefly to Cedarville and then by September 1941 to Matlock,

For the locaiton of all our relatives in the area and driving directions see
South Elma map in Chapter 18,
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The railroad job eventually became full-time. Lyan spent several years
on the section gang, and in 1938 became a track operator. Each day he was
given the achedules for the trains running that night between Hoquiam and
Centralia. In a speeder, Lynn inspected the tracks ahead of each train. The
job alsc involved some rail switching. If there was a2 landslide or other
hazard Lynn would set cut flares as a warning and go report the problem. With
Lynn's okay the trains could travel full steam through the area.

Early in 1939 the section gang was reactivated on the line go Edith and
Lynn were asked to move so the section foreman could have the house. They
moved up to the Roderick farm and lived across the road from Mary and Alvin.
The house was a large, single wall affair that had been moved onto the place,
years before, from a nearby mill. The late 1930's meant the depression was
still on, but Edith and Lynn were doing quite well. The railroad was a secure
job and paid well. They had the home wired for electricity, got a 1935 Chevy
coupe and anticipated the best.

Gerald Allen was borm March 24, 1939 while they lived there and Glemn
Marvin on New Years Day in 1941,

Mary and Edith visited a lot while neighbors, a tradition they carried on
after Edith moved back to Matlock. Their main activity was the two "T's"
+« « o tea and falk. Rumor has 1t they gossiped! For sure they laughed a
lot. On those few days when the weather was warm or better they'd round up
their neighbors, the Palmers, and all the kids for a cooling dip in the
Chehalis River.

Track car, the official name for the speeder, went only one-way.
Forward. So when Lynn wanted to head home he'd have to stop, pick it up by
its handles, and physically turn it around. One night thinge didn't go right
. » « he hurt his back. A few weeks later the UP informed Lynn, that for his
own good, he should resign. After some searching, Lynn go a job on the
section gang for the Schaffer Brothers Logging Company. It was about this
time that they moved up to Cedarville.

More heavy railroad work wasn't what Lynn wanted nor needed but he took
what he could get. He kept looking around for something less strenucus. It
wasn't long before he landed a job with the Mary M. Rnight School District.
They rented a house from the school and Lynn started to work in September of
1941. The house set on the southside of the school and three or four house in
from the road. Three houses remain but theirs is gone. On the job, Lynn was
truly a2 jack of all trades. He was janitor, bus mechanic, bus driver,
maintenance man, wood cutter for the furnace and just about everything else
anybody could come up with. The wood was cut with a dragsaw. After World
War II the wood furnace was replaced with an o0il burner.

During the war Lynn joined the Air Observer Corp. (Edith has Lynn's Corp
patch.) The Observers were an at home civilian organization connected with

the U.S. Army Air Force. The wvolunteers in the neighborhood took turns
watching for enemy aircraft from a tower on a hilltop near Matlock. They took
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Bdith and Lynn Roderick rented a house from the school while Lynn was
maintenance man, 1941-1%851. Birthplace of Sandra Sue. The house is no

longer there but was the third or fourth in from the road on the south side
of the school building.

Bdith and Lynn Roderick's 80 acre property and home from 1951 to 1958.

Prom here they moved to Montesano. The current address is Rt. 1, Box 13%,
Blma, WA,

For the location of all our relatives in the area and driving directions see
Matlock map in Chapter 12.
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their mission seriously hecause of the downing of a Japanese Zero off Alaska
in 1942 &nd confirmed sightings of Japanese subs off the coast of Oregon and
California.

Sandra Sue was born February 8, 1946, while they lived at the school,
Five years later, after 10 years at the school, Lynn wasn’t happy with how his
hectic job was going and resigned. 1t seemed he had as many bosses as things
to do., The family moved about a mile south to an 80 acre property. The place
was well wooded and crossed the Drybed Creek in several places. However there
was no house and no well. They cleared a spot and drilled a well. All the
while Lynn was house hunting. He found a vacant house but it was 25 miles up
the Clecquallun beyond Bucks Prairie. They jacked the house up and got it onto
an old dock wagon. Slowly it was towed home with their old steel cleated
Fordson tractor.

Lynn went intc logging, working for local gypos, as the small independent
logging companies were called. There was John Comfort, Cy Johnson, Warren
Kingery and Jack Adams to name a few.

They also decided to do some farming. Not on a large scale but enough
for their own meat and a few extra animals for the cash. They got a couple of
holstein calves, some pigs and chickens and were in business. Within a vear
the effort faded. As it turned out there were just too many tears when the
"pets”™ were scheduled for the locker.

In the late 1940's and in the 1950's the Roderick kids were playing
cowboys and indians in full garb, kicking and gaffing salwon out of Decker
Creek, and keeping z keen ear out for the the game warden. For spending money
thaey picked up beer and pop bottles from along the road and after dances at
the grange halls. The going rate; one c¢ent for stubbies and tws cents for pop
bottles. They also joined Edith and the other Nordwells in the woods, picking
fir cones and peeling cascara trees. Cascara bark was used in medicines
primarily as a laxative. The big timber companies started buying fir cones in
the 1940°s when the industry took to heart that the vast northwest forest was
exhaustible and that reforestation promised a future.

Edith liked to go after the fir cones, particularly when the seed count
was high, thus the payback was high. Bottle hunting at old homestead sites
and rockhounding are now of specizl interest. She likes the cutdoors but has
always shied away from blackberry and mushroom picking.

In 1957, Gerry and 9 others graduated from Mary M. Knight. At the time
he was working at Williams Tire retread shop next to the Elma fairgrounds and
had plans to attend St. Martins College in Olympia. Glenn worked at the tire
shop off and on, and Lynn, who was working for Jack Adams, drove from job to
job in the Gray's Harbor area, In short cars and gas were costing a fortune,
So, in January 1958 they moved to 103 Glenn Street North in Montesano. That
was short lived however as Jack Adams got a contract to log the Rosario
property on Orcas Island. Lynn went up in the spring and Edith, Sandra and
Glenn followed when school let out for the summer. The idea was to stay for
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the entire show, about 2 years. But the kids felt home: and Lymnn, who

liked te hop in the car and drive, felt confined., That summer they packed and
returned to Montesano, moving back inke tlie Glenn Street home which had been
left empty during their idland stay. Lyon then went to work at the E.C.

Miller Ceddar Mill in south Montesano.

In 1960 Glenn graduated and Sazndra became 2 ninth
later Lynn and Edith bought a half intersst in a Texaco
Simpson Streat in Hoquiam. Lynn and his partner, Hal Kuba
gtation, pumping gas and doing minor rtepairs. Edith took aon the daily
bookkeaping chores. Things went well for a while but like many working
partnerships . . . it didn't last, After less than 2 year Edith and Lynn sold
their share, [ortunately, at = profit.

Twa vears
gtation on
ks, worked at the
L8

With the local economy booming Lynn waa able to get hack on at the cedar
mill. Later the mill was ramored to be changing hands and then Ehat the mill

yould be eclodge Lynt jumped over to Weverhaeuser when he got the chance. A
f ¥ ¥
i

Few monk iy he was baelk at cthe ceddar mill, whieh was stilil heing operated

by E.C. Mille

k

Bdith took her first job outside the home in 1970 when she walted tables
at the Linkshire Cafe in Central Park. The GCafe now called "Murphy's" was a
th a small geating area inside. Actually she did about averything,
including mausging the place when the owners ook off. That is she did
hing excepL cooking . . . ""No way wonld they get me over Ehat hot
: ma tch

At the restaurant the money and responsibilities dida'e
fter thz years she turned in her resignation and stayed home for

drive—-in wi

/as living in Olympia, was married, had two kids .and
Gerry was in the Coast Guard )
was married L Welters, and living in 5t. Helen's Oregon, and ha!l two
girls Candace age 8 and Tuesday, 7. October 14, 1971 turned out to be a very
sad day for all. BSandra was on har way to a class at Lower Cu;cmhié College
in Longview, Washington. As she drove the two lane road a car heading her way
pagsed ancther car in a no—passing zone. He didn't get back 1n his lane on
time and Bandra paid with her life for his wmistake.

i California, and Sandra

Ay the gedar mill Lynn worked the night shifk; first on the green chain
and then as & millwright. In 1973, at age 63, he had 2 s=srious heart attack,
but with bypass surgery and determination he was bachk ou Lhe job within o few
months. AfLer surgesry they put him into the plarcermsn’s job. Thab is, he set
the saws so the lumber <came out the right dimension, This lighter duty
allowed him to work until he was 65, at which time he promptly retirved,

During retirement Lymn fixed lawn mowers and other small engines. He
fized things more as z hobby or a2 favor to people 25 he charzed for parts but
little if anything for his time. He also spent time ab the local pubs and at
a beach ecabin they had in Moelips. On May 21, 19780 while in Moclips he had
another heart attach and passed away. Lynn, like Sandrz, is buried in the
Wynoochee Cemetery just west of Mountesann,



When Lynn had his suvgery the doctors opinicn was that Lynn would never
work again. Wikh rhat news Edith went job hunting. She got on as a clerk in
the Montesano Sprouse-Reitz store. She stayed with the job but by the time
Lynn pasesd away she had her seights on their management program. In 1979
Glenn's family and Ralph, her nephew, packed her belongings into a U-haul
truck and moved her to Vashou Zsland, near Seattle. After six months there as
& management trainee, Edith now 60, moved to the managers job at the Stanwood
Store. 1In 1980 she returned to Montesano store as its manager.

The Videwe. Teursds

By
Y

m* mmﬂ&ﬁmh mmedlnlhehcalsm
gl b5 Rleetassss ouiles kn 1971 g3 a clerk, she
" iransberad be e Veshon Tolned sters bs 1672, wiers che boct e Hi sisisiant masager, After
glpptt ol stoy, Bled. Eaderich thea el o B Blawwesd slers, wheve obe served os

%
|
E

Courtesy of the Montesanc Vidette.

She settled back into the Clenn Street home which she had rented during
her absence. A year later she invested in a small house at 844 East Park,
just a couple of blocks away. Thiere she came to fully realize how costly it
is to fix up clder houses. As a2 result she started locking across the street
to a zolid twec story home at 714 East Park to replace the Glenn Street house.
She moved intoc the house in June 1985. The old home has far tooc many
ailments, The foundatiom, floor and possibly termites all need attention.

Cn Sepkember 1, 1985 Edith turned 65. A questicn lingering in many of
our minds is: "Is there vetirement in the near future?" An insider’s tip is
.« o o don't bet your last anickel eon it. She likes her job too well and feels
teo good te jump at retirement just yetb.
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Gloria Roderisk Park & Sandra
bynn helding Glenn; Sandra, Gerry Roderick Walters

Ok, 1968
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ERNEST HORDWELL
The Ernie § Wilda Zschomler fawmily--~FKaren, Linde

T wi
Steve, Kim

Tt is 1938. Ernie, the youngest of the Nordwsll kidg iz 16 and the only

one at home. ALl the girls were married and starciag their i
Actually, Lester (Pete) now 22 was at home but pretiy much on hi
Ernie did a lot of the chores. Ernie's maln job was kto mill the 20 to 25 cows
and fiz supper. Lester missed rhe morning milking now and then and without
the help Erpie ran late, When that happenad he missed the school bu
ld either hop on his horse Silver and ride to school ar - home
fwe vears he tended toe favor staying howe. The fawmily

g Hz gold blackberries, that is after enocugh had bean picked for the
femily jaws and canning. He also picked a lot of fir cones and peeled cascar
bark, One of his favorite and mest lucrative jobs was [o cowpunch far i
neighbors., They would hire him and sometimes Lester to bring in ons or two o
their cows f£from the range. He'd saddle up Silver, ride onut Eto Carstairs
Praivia, cut the cakctle out from the rest of Lhe herd and drive them to the
neighbors barn., For this he usually got a dollar but got as much as $15,00.
Between his junior and senior year Frnie and a friend, Bob Todd, joined
the Civiliian Conservation Corp (CCC). They were barrvacked at Quilecene and
spent the summer fighting forest fires, building roads and cutting fire wood.

Ernie graduated number ome in hisz e¢lass but being quiet and bashful, at
least in front of a crowd, he didn't go to the ceremony. That must have made
his parents happy.

After his senior year inm 1941 Ernie and his friemd Jim Hess went to
Yakima te work in the hop fields. They stayed with Uncle John Scouller' on
their farm on McDomald lane. They had a great time that summer but picking
hops wasn't exactly their forte. They were a little tco siow to make much
money. So when they got the chance they switehed to picking apples. They
weren't much better at that so they ended the season working in a cold storage
warchouse.

All this wasn't for maught. They did bring howme a few dollavz and Frnie
met Wilda. Her parents, Henry and Cecil Zschomler, =perated a small store on
Eiverside lane, which was out im the hop fields half way between HMoxee City
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i ara of German had moved up from

Wims The Zachonlear’s, w o

. Ualifornia ia 1933, Pirst they woved to Bonners Ferry, ITdaho snd e
couple of vears laber ko the Yakime Valley., WwWilda and ler tws brothers and
twe eigters 21l went o aschool & Moxee Cilty. Hraie and Wilds didn'n date
thar summer as she was bub 14,

P

That same vear, eleven dayas afrer the Japenesse attach on Pearl Harbor,
frnie zud Jim enlisted in the Air Force. During his 49 months in the gervize
e was trangferrad 20 filmes. Plyst he was at Torh Lewlis, near Tacows) then
Sheppard Field in Whichita Palls, Texaa fur sirplene mechaoliec schonl. Next he
attended P38 mechanics school in Banta Mouica wherse he lived in style ar the
Rdgewater Hotel. Ssuta Rosa, Uslifornias was the next, heve he worked on P-39
fighrer planes. It was here that he velunteered te become an aivplane gunnsr
and just like that he was off te Utabh bto goother zchool. After thiz egraining
he wenr to Clovig, New Mexico where he and nine others were assigned te a B-24
Bowber officially wmalled the Libarater hut called the "flying box car” by
those whoe flew them. Ernie and the grew galled their plane Ybubble Erouble”
ags the bombardier®s sights were always a problem. The Liberator bad s maximun

gpeed of Just over 300 m.p.h., an eperating weight of 52,8060 pounds and g
cangs of 2,400 wmiles. Slaek she wasn’'t bor for the Utimes she had the Fire
power. Soun Ernie¥s wunit was off ro practice bombardiering and gunnery,

Pirst to Sourh Garoling, then o Mitchell Field lu Hew York and Marshall ®ield
a Florida. Just before Christmas 194% rhe Liberator headed to the btown of
gas Lo Forth Afrive and then o Casablanca, Egypt. From there they flew
eir first missions {uto German occupied tarritory. HBefore long they moved
te vhe Furopean thester . . . Ttaly.

Brunie and the Liberator "subble

ke

Trouble®

¥
ot
W



In their first 12 missions Ernie had six hits toc hie evedit, Ernie was
the nose gunner and triggered a twin 50 caliber machine gun. It was pretty
much a manual operation. He had to crawl into the nose of the plane, turn,
aim, and fire the gun from his c¢ramped position. Between missione Ernie sent
V-mail to friends and relatives including his six year old nephew Phillip
Roderick and his girl, Wilda,

...................... ek len gl T phrlaly Py ok Weelllog & b selhobén al “"’ﬁ‘vm‘ﬁmw-« w—-—---e—------—-i—-uw---v-
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. In the upper left corner notice the censors stamp, That was a necessary
Jjob and both fun and tedious! Also between missions they waited for the next

assignment.



Their thirteenth mission

y i Mmoo F he FPasir = = 3
were hit. Two of the Four engines wera out.

3

the pilot the message: 'We're going down:" Soon the
meaked ouk From bis i & > i

£ ;?iﬁEu out Lrom his crawl space but couldn’

B magke took off which worried Hrnie. e was

2yound = lmiy rhisy £ ‘ 1+t . .

20Uund and AMmO T GLEEY tl.li.l'l:f'::.:'- and the nose gunner '|"-':i -

- - SR e = . . = : o i . 5

stashed owutside the turretb, well cut of Ernie's reach. Ernie

h%s chg;eg By now he could see the ground approaching much
lest fiva thqt bailed out lit near a German occupied town an
prisoner, Ernie and the copllot, a captain, were the next ko jump. A hard
pull on the rip ecord. Hothing hsppened. A szecond pull, “pop’ the chute
opened, On the way down the radio operator passed Ernie. His chute hadn't
opened. The tail gunmer and navigator went dowm with the plane.

) Ornie landed in a field near a house., He 1it hard but was ok The
COpllOF landed along a timbered hillside. The found each other ané with
dete?mlnation and their escape kits, began the long journey to f{riendl
territory. The kit had three weeks ration, $40.00 in cash, a compass and mépey

Being in = bomber crew was dengerous to say the least and getting shot
down was not that unusual. GFf the 18,138 Liberators produced durzng rhi war
the mo?t‘We had in operation at anyone time was in September !9&& ;héqwe-oaé
were flying. Since the asir war was fought over German Lterritory nn;tofatw;
thlnga happened if you went down. You died or were taken priaou;rg- znlﬁuc;
that's why most of the "ace” pilots were German. [f they ﬁurﬂiv;d hpiav’;hgé
down, they could hop im another plane and chalk up somé more plané; ;nﬁ;b
score card. o = SR

Bacl home, word came that Ernie was migsing in action (MIA) in Austriz

Wr. Feter J. Wordwall, - ’ g - . p
Sen 1L Ll AAT 501 - (3293) Dordwall, Brmest B,
[= B S A - 1 5
Dine, Washington. 15069648
Dear Mr, Bordwalls May 13, }Eﬁa
Uader dats of April 11, 1944, The Adjutent Geperal notiffed you
that your pon, Sorgeant Ermest B Yordwell, hed been weported aissing
in acblon aver Anstris singe Harch 13th.
forther informaticn hae been recslved indfcating thet Ssrgeant
Hordwall was & crew membey of o B-24, (Lidermtor), bomber which departed
from Southsrn Ttaly on & bomberdment mimslon ©o Stayr, Austrie on
Hareh 19, 1944, Full detells ave ool gvailshle, but the report indicates
that during the mission our plenas encountered hontile flghters, and in
tha enguing beitls your gon's boober cuntaiped deomase and wono eesn bo
Josge altitude rapldly. The report further states thet thie oncurred &
ebout 1:145 p.m, over Bastern Aunsiriu. The ersy zenbers of other Dlenes
in the formatlonm wers unsable Lo maks furthar cbearvetion of youor sonm's
craft, therefore thers ls no ather information mvallsble nb this bime,

Dus to necempity for militnry wecurliy, 4% is egretied that the
nemeg of thoss who wers in the plepe and the nemes and eddrssese of thelr

next of kin may not be furnighed at the presiné Simd.

The great apzlaty caused you by fallure %o roecelve mors Aatalle cone
corning your sosts disappesrames i fully realized, Plszee be sesered
that eny additlonal information received will he conveysl immodistaly
to you by The Adjutant General or thie hemdquarters.

Tory ciucerely,

s P
(((/glﬂ._. pRars C/ o ,//f /_,..AJCM_.’—
QLYD® ¥. FINEER,
Colonel, A1r Qorpe,
Ohisf, Personal Affaire Divisien,
Applstent Ohisf of Alr Staff, Porecnnal.
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'The journey out, if it were to be, would be no simple hike. Ernie and
the Captain kept moving, sticking to the hills and the cover of the trees. Lt
wagn't long before their rations were running low. During the fourth week
they came to amother small village. It was in German territory but not German
occupied. Before they left, the Germans flew in on a bombing raid. Ernie ran
for cover but net fast enough . . . bomb shrapnel pashed his left shoulder.

They gave it what first aid they could but it wasn‘t enough to keep it from
becoming infected.

They kept moving and soon came to a farm where they were invited to
supper, They really enjoyed the people and all the food. They stuffed
themselves as never before, But less than five minutes after leaving both

were vomiting . . . apparently their stomachs couldn't handle so much ncrmal
food!

With their rations all but gone they turned to foraging and lifting eggs
and anything else they could safely take., They kept woviang and 6, 7 and 8
weeks later they were still in enemy territory. Ernie's shoulder was badly
festered and smelled worse than its wretched look. He had lost forty pounds,
exhausted and had gotten to a point where he really didn't care if he was

captured or not. Anything to end the ordeal would have been welcomed.
Fortunately they soon came upon an underground operation in MNorthern Greece.
Every few nights an American plane would come in to evacuate allied soldiers.
Ezch night they'd hike down from the hills and wait. On the third night cthe
plane came and two exhausted but very happy airman climbed aboard. Leoking
back over their nine week escape route they figured they had covered cver 860
miles, which translates to 14 miles a day.

Ernie's shoulder was so bad that the doctors cleaned it right away. They
wanted ko do & skin graft but Ernie was more interested in getting home.
After some arm twisting and fast talking Ernie headed home on a 31 day leave.
After leave he was sent to New Mexico for six months rehabilitation; to make
sure there wouldn’t be any mental problems from his ordeal. Again with some
arm twisting Ernie was able to get a transfer to Fori George Wright in Spokane
for the same treatment. He wanted to be closer to home and to Wilda. While
Ernie was statiomed at Spokane he and Wilda got married on August 7, 1944 in
Stevenson by a minister friend of Wilda's family. Karem was born in Stevenson
on August 4, 1945, 1In October, with a scarred shoulder, & purple heart and a
bronze star as mementoes, Ernie was mustered out of the service.

After the service they set up home in Stevenson. By then the Zschcemler's
had moved to Stevenson where Henry was a security guard at the Cascade Locks.
Ernie landed a job on the rwailroad crew. Later he started working in the
woods for Broughton Lumber setting chokers and whatever. Linda was born a
couple of years later on April 7, 1947 imn Vancouver, Washington.

In 1949 they moved north to Matloeck settling on the 70 acres his dad gave
him next to his brother Lester. The place was thick with fir, alder and brush
but had no house. The Scotts, a neighbor, had a barn that was falling down
and Ernie talked Sam into letting him tear the barn down for salvage. With
this he built what Wilda terms a shack; but one large and comfortable enough
for the four of them. The place also needed a weil. In those days wmost
people couldn’t afford to have their wells drilled. Se they dug and dug.
Wells had to be four feet square so there was room to dig deep. The sides
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(1y Peter J. Hordwell®s 70 acres which he later gave to his son Ernie.
*  gErnie and Wilda Wordwell's home from 1949 to 1953, O
Mebonald Creek near Port Angeles,

ere thevy moved

For the location of all our relatives in the area and driving directions mee

Matlock map in Chapter 12.
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were held in place with cedar. Ernie dug most of it himself but had halp from
Lester, and from Wilda who pulled up and emptied the buckets of dirt and mud.
Things went well except once when the rope slipped and the empiy bucket
whacked Ernie’'s head., Twenty days and 40 feet later Ernle was standing in a
fresh underground spring.

During this time Ernie worked for Anderson-Middleton, falling and
trimming trees, It was up at 5:00 a.m. and out the door to catch the crew bus
at Brady. Then a long ride up above Quipault and a 90 minute hike to the
timber. After 5 hours the homeward trip began. In all he was away from home
13 hours but actually worked only 5 hours as the hike rto =znd from the log show
was part of the work day.

In 1953 a forest fire devastated the area where Ernie was working and the

crew was laid off. With money in short supply Exrnie started logging his
place. Lester logged his place about the same time with Beerbower hauling the
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fir to the mill. The alder was sold as plug poles for use in paper rolls,
Ernie hauled load after load of plug poles in his old army jeep and homemade
trailer to a small mill just past Schafer Park, They cut the cedar which they
split into shakes and sold by the square.

Later, in 1953, Ernie and Wilda sold their 70 acres to Seeley Anderson,
Seeley, in turn sold it to the Simpson Logging Company. The family, at first
moved to Brady, renting a duplex from Seeley. It wasn’t long before they were
moving to a farm on the McDonald Creek along Highway 101 halfway betwezen
Sequim and Port Angeles. They brought up nine head of cattle from Matlock and
Ernie found a new job, working in the woods. This job didn’t last long. On
the third day he was falling a hugh snag near a ridge above the road. When
the snag fell it flipped up just missing Ernie and scooted down the bank. In
its path stood the bosses parked pickup. Now unemployed and having
experienced his third brush with death in the woods he felt it was time to
find something less dangerous. He took a job in the finishing room at the ITT
Rayonier pulp mill in Port Angeles.

At home Wilda and the two girls, Karen and Linda took care of the farm
chores and kept the household running and the house in shape. One day,
however, the well was having problems so Ernie was summoned to go down and see
what could be doune. Ernie, with a rope around his waist, iowered himself. 1In
the process he got wedged near the narrow bottom. After all else failed Wilda
tied the rope to rthe car. But to no avail. The car tires just spun and
smoked on the green grass. Finally, a neighbor came over. He wasn't quite
so gentle. He gunned the car and took off, Ernie literally came a fly'n out
of the ground.

About a year after moving to McDonald Creek, Steven Ernest was born on
May 8, 1954 and six years later Xim was born on December 4, 1960. Gradually
the farming was replaced by horses for the kids.

Fishing has been Ernie's long time hobby. It all started in the early
1960's. A friend from Oregon persuaded Ernie to go fishing with him at Lake
Crescent in the Olympie Nationmal Park. The attraction, no license was needed
and troll fishing was very relaxing. After a ccuple of trips and good
catches, Ernie had a new hobby. It wasn't leong before his fishing was getting
him in the media. 1In 1963 a photo of Ernie and his days catch appeared in the
Port Angeles Evening News. In the early 1960's he was in "Field and Stream"
Magazine. A short article by Frank Dufresne mentioned Ernie's fishing,
unfortunately we were unable to locate the article. He seldom strayed from
Lake Crescent but in 1965 he entered the Port Angeles Labor Day Weekend Salmon
Derby. Yup: He caught a salmon, a 28 pounder. And yup, he won. The
winnings: a photo in the local paper, a hand shake from fellow contestant
Governor Evans and a shining new Mercury Comet automobile. Here's the fish
story as told on the front page of the September 6th, 1965 Evening News:
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Hordwall, who worka at BRay-
onler, Incorporated had placed a
FRNIE NORDWELL TAKES IT salmon on the lada: ‘
——— e the day Ssturday, but declded to
take aone more crack about 1:30,
28-?BUHHER HINS ﬁiﬁ DEHB? just one-half hour before the
f£inal bomb.
HE W®OOKED INTO HIS 28-pound

the ladder =sarlier. In

By SCOOTER CHAPMAN beauty just off the point at

one morae try for a bigger 1:45, A judge boat was nearby
galmon pald off in 2 blg way for and urged him to boat the fish
Ernie Nordwell, Rt. 2, Box 1638, and get it to the beach before
the champion f£ishermen of the the deadline.
28th Port Angeles Salmon Detrhy. He managsd to get the €ish in

NORDWELL TOPPED the 448 the hoat after it ran out three
entrants in the derby, held or four times, in spilte of a
under perfect weather conditions rather gmall net, He landed the
Saturday and Sunday off Ediz galmon with about eight minutes
Hook. Even the Ffish cooperated left. He then raced to the
for the annual f£ishing event. A beach, leaped into the water,
run of silvers, weighing from ran the flsh te the scales and
four to 16 pound2 hung sSround made it just as the finel bomb

Bdiz Hook, enabling almost every sounded.

entrant to land a fish.
o s e et e R

e R P R

ir waz also 1o 1965 that the family moved from McDonald Cresl po fh2ir
present home at 24 ¥. Lincoln in Port Angeles.

Frnie's higgest trout te date weighted in at 17 pounds 12 gunces. He
idn't keep trac £ how man e caught until 83. That's when the Park
didon'r |1 k of h v h bt til 198 That he Parl
Service Dbegsn an environmental wonitering program for frescent Take., Duving
the 19223 geagon Ernie landed 67 and in 1984 he landed 57,

A1l this wakes it sound like all Eraie does is iish, aciually he plays
golf pretty well. Well enough ko have bagged four holes~inm-one!l At work he
transferred {rom the finishing room to the pulp testing lab in 1958. Then in
1979 he moved over to the Environmental Section which operetes the mills
secondary treatmeni facility.

After 31 wyears at ITT Rayonior, Ernie retired at age 62, With
accunulated vacation leave he walked zway from the miil July 12, 1984 even
though his official retirement didn't begin uncil October. Retirement has
meant more kime with the family and 9 grandchildren, and of course i:'ll be
easier to find the time to fish, golf and get ready for che annual vollieyball
game at the family picniec.
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McDOMALD CREEK. WASHINGTOM
(Between Seauim anp Port ANGELES)
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Brnie and Wilda Mordw=all®s 37 acre farm and home from 1953 to 1965. From
here they moved to 624 M. Linceln in Port Angeles. Birthplace of Kim and
Steven Nordwell,

Directions: The farm is § miles west of Seguim and 8 miles east of Port
Angeles. From Seguim wateh for Pierson, then Shetburn Roads, Just after
corssing the McDonald Creek bridge . . . its small . . ., turn right onto
Barr Road and there it is, (Note: I have another map that says this road
is Gunn Rd . . . S0 the road may be marked Gunn Rd.)
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Ernie & Wilda

Karen & Tinda on grandpavents
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The Balmon Derby Winner & the
new "Comap®

3

Benie & Wilde with thelc grown
children: Xaren, EZim, Linda,
Biave
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FART IV YOUR STORY, THE WEXT GERERATION




The next chapber is yours. It's intended for you Lo write about a more
recent generation of your Ffamily, Once written, and typed take it and
the hook to a print shop. Most can punch halss, ©  tear apart and put
back together again while you wait., If you ecan’t £ind a plave let me
o, :

Before we end for niw, see LE you san identify these photos,
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THE STORY OF

(Etory continues the family found in Chapter ——-13}

E

{Family chart continues the chart on page

——}
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