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PREFACE

THis book was undertaken with the object of producing,
in simple and picturesque form, an outline of the history
of the Oliphants of Gask and their forbears, from early
times to the present day. It was intended to form a
short sketch, in the interests of the youngest generation
of the race, for whom the family traditions, now separated
from the ancient lands, would soon, as years passed,
become confused and dim. Much was already in print
concerning the old documents, and the part played by
the Lairds of Gask in Jacobite enterprise, and some of the
new information is so purely genealogical in character,
that the reader not interested in such research can only
be advised to skip the earlier chapters; but as the work
went on, and the contents of the Gask charter chest were
further examined, letters concerning many other families
came to light, and seemed to suggest a possible extension
of interest beyond the actual members of the Gask family.
These letters, mainly of domestic rather than historical
interest, reflect much that belongs to life in its most
ordinary aspect; they are alive with the common cares
and trivialities of every-day existence,—voices of a dead
Past, speaking the living language that links them with
the men and women of to-day, in the appeal of our
unalterable humanity.

In gathering the material for this book from many
sources a great deal of help has been received from

various quarters. No attempt is made here to give a
vii
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list of those who have rendered service by supplying
information, or to single out any one name for special
recognition. To all friends who have taken part in
bringing together these family records, and who have
made the long task pleasant by kindly interest and
sympathy, the writer here makes grateful acknowledg-
ment.

The illustrations are reproduced from pictures in the
possession of different members of the family ; except the
miniature of Margaret Robertson of Strowan, which has
been lent by her kinsman, Sir George Cooper, to whom
sincere thanks are due.

E. MAXTONE GRAHAM.

4 EtoN TERRACE,
EpiNsureH, October 1910.
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THE OLIPHANTS OF GASK

CHAPTER I
EARLY RECORDS

Prince Davip of Scotland, one of the finest characters
Scotland has produced, one of the finest kings the world
has known, went to the Court of England to “get the
Scottish rust rubbed off.”* It is not to be supposed that
the rust was very apparent where he himself was con-
cerned, for in the midst of the wildness and roughness
of ancient Scotland he had, in his earliest years, been
reared in an atmosphere created by the gentlest, most
cultivated woman of the day — his mother Margaret,
queen and saint, whose simple Court had a dignity of its
own. But Norman chivalry had invaded England, while
the north was only slowly awaking. It was natural
enough that the young Prince should wish to go to the
Court of Henry I. While there he married, in 1100,
Matilda, the widow of a Norman knight, Simon de
Senlis, and in right of this lady he held the Earldoms
of Northampton and Huntingdon. No doubt when, as
Earl of Huntingdon, he sometimes went to visit these
estates, he was received with all honour by the surround-
ing landowners. Among these was to be found the
family of Olifard.” Probably sixty years earlier the
Olifards had come over with William of Normandy,

1 William of Malmesbury.

2 The first record of an Olifard is as a witness to Earl Simon’s foundation of
the Cluniac Prioryof St Andrew, Northampton, between 1093 and 1100. See
W. Maitland Thomson’s article in the Scots Peerage, vol. vi. p. 522, for an
exhaustive account of all that is known concerning the earliest history of the
family.
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who gave them the lands of Lilford in Northampton-
shire ; but nothing is really known beyond the fact
that about the year 1124 an Olifard was in possession
of Lilford, that he had three young sons, William,
David, and Thomas, and that to one of these sons the
Scottish King, who had that year succeeded to the
Crown, stood godfather. Naturally the infant was called
after the King, and this David Olifard is the first of
the name to stand out in the history of his time.
There is no record to show if David received from
his royal godfather any special notice as the years went
on, but it may be that the young boy grew up deeply
attached to the King. From his very earliest days his
thoughts must have often turned to the wild kingdom
of the North, so little known, and having all the charm
of mystery. Young David was fated to carry the
fortunes of the House of Olifard far from Lilford and
the Norman Court to that grey northern kingdom.
Nothing could have seemed less likely than that this
should happen; all the family property was in England,
all the family interests were centred in England, and
the Olifard boys, as they grew to manhood, would
become knights in the English Court, owning allegiance
to King Henry and King Stephen. Maud, the sister of
King David, had married Henry I. of England. She
had no son, but her daughter was the heiress of the
Crown of England, and is known to history as the
Empress Matilda. Stephen had seized the throne, and
it was natural that David should invade England to
redress the wrongs of his niece. This invasion ended
in that disaster to Scottish arms, the Battle of the
Standard, in 1188. Young David Olifard would be at
this time perhaps fourteen, too young to take part
with either side, but four years later, in 1142, when
King David had renewed the same struggle, and was
in desperate straits beleaguered at Winchester, came
the chance for Olifard to show that devotion to the

Scottish King which was to turn the whole current of
his life,
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Here is the story, in the words of the chronicle of
John of Hexham :—

“The King of Scotland having lost all his men
barely escaped, and made a precipitate retreat to his
own kingdom; for a certain godson of his, David
Holifard, a comrade of those who besieged the city of
Winchester, secreted him, so that those who were in
eager search of the King did not discover him.”

After this adventure, David Olifard could hardly
continue as a fighter on the side of King Stephen. He
must at once have thrown in his lot with the defeated
Scottish King, and shared in his hurried flight. He
was about twenty years old when he thus found himself
in the train of King David, turning his face northward,
and forsaking his own people and his father’s house,
but honoured and trusted by the King whose life he
had saved. From henceforth his energies were to be
devoted to the King and to Scotland.

It must have been a great change for the Norman
boy, for England had for long been roused from her
old conditions under the Saxon kings. The chivalry
and gaiety of France had transformed not only the
Court, but social life throughout the country. Besides
feeling that he was going a very long journey to
Scotland, David Olifard would know that he was going
to a very different life, under conditions far removed
in civilisation and comfort. The whole aspect of Scotland
would be uncivilised to his English ideas.

The wattled dwellings of the poor, when surrounded
by a ditch or a bank, or even a wooden palisade, formed
what were called the towns; they had been originally
only places of refuge, whither the dwellers in the forests
or straths could run in times of danger. Now these
groups of dwellings were beginning to be not only
“places of strength,” but also marts and centres of a
humble commerce. David Olifard, as he passed with
the King through these towns, would see the miserable
little colonies of lepers, congregated outside the gates,
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the only place where they were permitted to remain,
and where they gained a pitiful livelihood by begging.
No protecting castles stood amidst the primitive build-
ings. “David found Scotland built of wattles, and left
her framed in granite, castles, and monasteries studding
the land in every direction.”’ But this work was still
to be done when David Olifard first came.

An immense forest covered a great part of the land.
Every stretch of country that now is moorland was
then a thick tangle of tree and undergrowth, and where
there are now cultivated straths and valleys were marshy
fens—not to be drained away for many a year. The
work of clearing the forests was going on; but to the
eyes of a stranger it would seem as if little was done.
The work was perilous, for the woods were the haunts
of bear, wolf, wild boar, and bison. But David would
see signs of prosperity too. Here and there he would
ride past fields of wheat, oats, and beans, past huge
flocks of sheep and goats, and perhaps might see the
herds of little horses running wild, which were bred on
some of the large estates. Commerce was awaking, for
Scotland was about to enter on a period of prosperity.
When the royal train rode by the sea-shore, merchant-
ships and fishing-vessels would be visible. The old,
dark days of Scotland were drawing to a close. Out
of the wild tumultuous beginnings of her history some
order was to emerge at length. She was leaving the
broken dim traditions of her ancient tribes—the remote
happenings of which some fragment of song or legend
is all the record, and was awaking to progressive
influences.

It was a stern Scotland, still a land of men concerned
for the primitive needs of life, the hunting for food, the
defending of the home. The chief savage joy and scourge
was war. All the stir, the enthusiasm, the glory of
existence came from the attitude of fighting, men were
bound to maintain for life and liberty. They were united
by no patriot spirit, for the wars were between tribe

! Scotland under Her Early Kings. E, W. Robertson.
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and tribe, existing in a perpetual state of hostility.
The high patriotism, which afterwards distinguished the
Highlanders in particular, had its remote origin in loyalty
to the chief, and loyalty among the men of a clan to
each other. They knew no wider sympathies, they were
trained in no imperial spirit. The sentiment that was
to weld the clans together was as yet unborn.

Yet the stirrings of national life in distant countries
had touched her people also. It was an alien voice that
called, and to which she responded. From France came
the impetus that set the blood of Scotland coursing
to national issues. To Scotland, as to England, the
French Conquest brought a new enlightenment, and new
standards. Over the north, as over the south country,
poured the Norman knights with their higher ideas of
civilisation. Malcolm Canmore had given them land,
much to the natural dissatisfaction of the old Celtic
nobility, who would not at first realise the great advan-
tages the invasion was to bring. Then, as the years went
on, the Norman knights married into the ancient native
families, and from the united blood and interest of the
two races came better times for Scotland. The Norman
knights, who rode northward with King David and David
Olifard found this change already working. Many kins-
men and friends, owners of estates both north and south
of the Scotswater—as the Firth of Forth was then
called—would give them welcome.

How far north Olifard may have ridden with the
King into the forests and glens is not known. Perhaps
he did not at first cross the Scotswater, for we find the
King granting him lands in Roxburghshire. We can
realise that the King, always interested in his godson,
would be glad, now that he owed him life and liberty,
to attach him permanently to his person and his service,
and he knew that nothing could bind him so effectually
as a gift of land. The stretch of country which now
became Olifard’s included the districts of Crailing and
Smailholm.! King David was to reign for ten years

! He held lands also in East Lothian, ¢ having quit claimed Hertesheved
and Spot to Melrose Abbey.” Scots Peerage, vol. vi. p. 525.
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longer, and there is every evidence that young David
Olifard was always in close attendance at his Court. So
much is known through charters. He witnessed so
many, that it is plain he was with the Court wherever
the King went. But for these charters® we should know
very little about him; as it is, he is but a dim figure,
emerging here and there out of the mists of antiquity.
We know neither the name of his mother in England,
nor of his wife. It is nearly certain, however, that he
married young, and had certainly one son, Walter. The
names of David, William, Walter, Philip, and Fulco
Olifard? appear in various charters of the day, but it
is not possible to say positively if they were brothers.
There is no doubt, however, that Walter was David’s
eldest son and heir, and that the chief home of the family
must have lain in the fertile lands of the Lothians
between the Firth of Forth and the Tweed, for it was
this land that King David chose to establish as the centre
of the great feudal system, and here he settled as far
as possible a great group of Norman knights, fresh from
the feudal traditions of France.

Scotland had already its feudal institutions. The
native system had deep hold of all the warring tribes,
but it had been restrained by no central authority such
as David now resolved to institute. In England and
France feudalism had supported the power of royalty,
while in ancient Scotland it had tended to separate the
country into a collection of small kingdoms. There were
no written laws and no charters., All tenure of land,
all freedom, all rights, depended on custom, hereditary
possession, or tradition, without reference to any supreme
over-lord. These unwritten laws proved to be so deeply
rooted among the northern tribes that ‘they lasted for
centuries after the rest of the kingdom had accepted the
formal methods of French feudalism. That the Crown

b Vl"’iflil?agtt%zss]ﬁ 3.1; least twenty-five charters of Malcolm IV., and forty-three

? Osbert Olifard, who may have been a son or a brother of David, had a
grant of the lands of Arbuthnott in the Mearns. He was a Crusader, and went
out to the East about 1178, where he died leaving no issue.
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could not fully establish the new system was to be the
reason, in years to come, of the weakening and harassing
of the Kings of Scotland. It was the care of every
knight to build himself a strong fortress of defence, and
over all the country rose the massive stone keeps that
were soon to be so many threats to the Crown. Robert
Bruce overthrew one hundred and thirty-seven of these
castles,’ for each threatened to be the centre of a kingdom,
instead of a support to the throne. But at the time
they were built King David could count upon loyalty.
He liked to see the grey walls rising on every side, and
here and there rose also at his command the beautiful
monasteries and churches that he knew would become
centres of civilisation and learning. It will be remembered
that his immense gifts to the Church caused his descendant,
King James- 1., to call him “a sair sanct to the Crown” ;
but David had an insight of his own—he realised that
the great work of progress would, during the next
centuries, be carried on by the churches arnd religious
houses. He must have taught David Olifard the lesson,
for we find the young knight enriching the Church by
his gifts. The following are some of the presents he
gave :— T

“To the monks of Jedburgh a tenth of the multures
of the mill of Crailing,” “a thrane of corn in autumn
from each ploughland of the lands of Crailing and Smailham

to the House of Soltre, and the brethren there serving
God.”

The document which tells this continues :—

“And that this my donation may be ratified and
secured to all posterity, I have affixed my seal to this
Charter.”

The seal of David Olifard is said to be appended to
a royal grant to the Priory of Coldingham — the seal
displaying the three crescents—still the arms of the
Oliphants after seven hundred years.

! Fordun a Goodal, vol. ii. p. 240,

? An early example of the Oliphant arms is on Sir William Oliphant’s seal
attached to the Baron’s letter of 1320. Scots Peerage, vol. vi. p. 529.
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Strangely out of the far past appears the figure of
this earliest Olifard whose deeds have found record. The
dust of seven centuries covers his memory. We know
whence he came, and see his figure standing forth
heroically on one page of history. We see him following
his great master to a strange country, and then in later
life there is the glory of his rising power and influence,
when he was a central figure of that mighty feudal
Scotland, which had its beginnings in the Lothians. He
is an example of how one man, in those days, could found
a family and raise it to dignities and honours only second
to those of the Crown itself. Olifard must have been
steadfastly loyal. He held the confidence of kings through
three generations, and through all changes he kept his
own place in the councils of the kingdom.

Of the place of his dwelling, the manner of his life,
no echo remains. But the passion of the day was sport
in all its forms, especially hunting and hawking, and
sport was also the engrossing pursuit of the King.
There can be no doubt that, putting aside the actual
claims of war or justice, hunting was the serious business
of existence, and that in Scotland, where the killing of
wild animals was a pressing necessity, it would be the
occupation of every knight. The royal packs, stag-
hounds, wolf-hounds and fox-hounds, went where the
Court went, with a following of falconers, horses and
their attendants, and also fishermen and nets. It is
hardly to be supposed that David Olifard did not share
in the royal pursuits. We picture him riding forth in
the train of his master to the chase as to the battle, or
hunting with his followers about the woods surrounding
his own castles.

David I. was destined to outlive all those nearest and
dearest to him. David Olifard must have stood by him
in many a sorrow. The King’s two sons, Malcolm and
Henry, and his two daughters, Claricia and Hodierna,
every one died before their father. He was fated to
leave his kingdom to the frail hold of his young grandson
Malcolm, the son of Henry. His hope for the nation
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lay in the loyalty of his knights—the great nobles who
owed their greatness to his gifts of land. Among these
was David Olifard, still a young man of about thirty
years old when the reign of David I. came to an end.
David had been thirty years on the throne, and he had
done for Scotland the mighty work of a king. He
reigned during a time of stupendous change, when
Scotland changed from a collection of Celtic tribes to a
feudal nation. It was his life’s work to accomplish this.
Only supreme wisdom and courage could have stood
by the task in such an age—but he was a man among
men. To David Olifard, his servant, the King’s death
brought change indeed. It had been his privilege to
live with a master mind, now he owed allegiance to
a boy of eleven — Malcolm the Maiden, grandson to
King David, who only lived till 1165.

All through the early reigns “the King was the
fountain of Justice, and the supreme judge of his people.”
The King sat at the gate of his palace, and judged the
causes brought before him. His people brought to him
their wrongs for redress, their criminals for justice, their
quarrels for arbitration. It may therefore be imagined
that the King must have spent a good deal of his time
travelling from place to place; every year he made
progresses about the country holding these courts of
justice. But life had already in its increasing civilisation
begun to lose a great deal of the primitive simplicity
which made such arrangements possible, and when on
the death of the boy Malcolm, his youngest brother,
William the Lion, ascended the throne, the population
and requirements of Scotland had so increased that a
change was necessary. King William solved the problem
by creating two great offices—he appointed two Justiciars
whose authority held good for all purposes of justice.
One Justiciar ruled over the whole of Scotland north of
the Scotswater; the other controlled the whole country
from the Scotswater to the Tweed. The first was called
Justiciarius Scotiae, the other Justiciarius Laudoniae.
Like most innovations of the time, the office was of
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Norman origin, and it was natural that Norman knights
should be appointed to fill the post. The family of
Comyn held the Justiciary of the northern district, while
David Olifard was appointed Justiciar of the Lothians.
The title gives little idea of the immense power conferred
by the appointment. It placed David in the position
of dictator, with powers of life and death and almost
supreme authority over half a kingdom. He ranked next
to the Crown, taking precedence of every one but the
King’s brother. Taken in conjunction with his feudal
powers as owner of very large estates, the office made
of him the greatest dignity in Scotland.

William the Lion was twenty-two when his brother
Malcolm died, and it is easy to see how he may have
leaned on the help of his father’s friend—then a man of
forty—to guide him a little in the difficult times. If so,
he was fated to have only five years of his help, for
David Olifard died about 1170, and never lived to see
King William ride away on his unfortunate raid into
England, to be taken prisoner at Alnwick by Henry II.
of England. Happy for David Olifard, and for King
David his master, that neither lived to see the day
when a King of Scotland made a base bargain with the
English. William had been sent as a prisoner to Falaise
—a strong castle on the Norman coast—and here, in
1174, was exacted from him the disgraceful agreement
in which he acknowledged himself to hold his ancient
kingdom as a fieff from the English Crown. It was
a base betrayal of Scotland; but probably the twenty-
one Scots knights, who were with the King in his
imprisonment, were powerless to prevent it. Among
the twenty - one was Walter Olifard, the son and
heir of David. All the knights were held as hostages
until the chief Scottish castles should be surrendered to
the English King, and all were forced to acknowledge
themselves liegemen to King Henry, and to forswear
allegiance to King William, should he prove false to
England. The date of Walter Olifard’s birth has not
come to light; but at the time of this imprisonment he
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was married. His wife was Christian, daughter of
Ferteth, Earl of Strathearn. Like many other knights
of Norman descent, he chose a wife from the old Celtic
nobility. As her dowry she brought him the lands of
Strageath in Perthshire, and this is the first record of
Olifards owning lands there.

Walter and Christian had two sons. Before he could
be released from Falaise, Walter had to give his eldest
son, Walter, as hostage. The wrong was undone before
many years were passed, for, when Richard the Lion
Heart became King of England in 1189, one of his first
acts was to abolish the Treaty of Falaise, and to restore
all the liberties of Scotland. At the time Olifard had long
been at home in Scotland. Among a great many others
he witnessed a charter about the year 1176, which is
now in the Gask charter chest. Walter held the great
office of Justiciar of the Lothians as his father had done,
and appears as such in a charter signed in 1178. The
office, however, was not a hereditary one. It seems to
be certain that though David Olifard, his father, was
not an eldest son, he must have inherited some of the
Olifard estates in England, for his son, Walter, was in
possession of the lands of Lilford in Northamptonshire.
King John took them away in 1216 — probably in
revenge for Olifard’s stout resistance when John made
his inroad on the Borders. But in Scotland the Olifards
increased in power and influence. The death of King
William in 1214 made no difference in the royal
favour, and Olifard served the young son, Alexander IIL.,
as he had served his father.! Woalter Olifard died soon
after 1223. His son, Walter, succeeded him in the
family estates, and also was granted the office of Justiciar
of the Lothians. Both he and his father would by this
time have considerable interests in Perthshire through
the wife and mother, and the lands of Strageath.

1 In June 1220 Alexander, King of Scotland, swore on his soul to marry
Johanna, the eldest sister of Henry IlI., at Michaelmas next, if not then, her
sister, Isabella. Walter Olifard signs this contract at York.

In 1221 he witnesses the grant by Alexander II. to his Queen of her dowry.
He witnessed at least seventy Royal Charters. (Bain’s Documents, vol. i.).
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The two great families next to the throne were the
Comyns and the Olifards. Linked by marriages with
the Celtic families they were powerful, apart from their
positions as Justiciars. The Comyns seem to have been
great landowners before the Olifards took root in Perth-
shire. The mistake of the Celtic kings had from the
first lain in the granting of huge tracts of land to nobles—
for territory was to be the one foundation of power, and
to yield territory was to yield also control of men and
arms, and all the necessaries of war. The feudal power
of the landowners became the source of endless unrest.
At the word of the Chief the lands were laid waste; it
needed only his word to start the foray, the raid for
cattle, or the burnings of revenge. He could effect with
a word more than the kings could attain in years of
effort. The struggle went on from the first early glimmer-
ings of history to the time of Queen Mary; not one of
the kings of Scots could call himself King of Scotland.
All land was held nominally under the King; but he
had not the strength, nor the command of men, to resume
his own property if his vassals proved rebellious. It is
wonderful that under this system Scotland ever emerged
into an individual nation, yet, during the reigns of
Alexander II. and his son, the kingdom advanced steadily
in well-being.

Walter Olifard, the third Justiciar of the family, died
in 1242. He lies in the Chapter-house of Melrose, having
held the high office for twenty years. The task had
its difficulties. A contemporary chronicler tells us that

“Scotland and Galloway are a wilderness and grisly
waste; the men are wild, and have neither grithe nor
sibbe ; they eat unsodden flesh like wolves; they go clad
in rough skins as if they ¢ came out of hell.””

This picture is, doubtless, somewhat overdrawn ; still,
there is no room for doubt that in the mixed population
of French, English, Scots, and Gallwegians, south of the
Forth, over which Olifard held sway, there were all the
elements of many quarrels and crimes, and that the position
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of judge was a difficult one. David, who succeeded
Walter, was presumably his son, and possibly the same
David who witnessed Royal Charters in 1233-1284. He
gave grants to the Church, and died before 1258. His
wife was Dervorgilla of the Munfichet family, who was
alive in 1800. David’s property passed to Walter de
Moravia, first of the Murrays of Bothwell.!

William Olifard was, perhaps, a younger son of David.
He had two sons, Adam and William; one of these
brothers may have been the father of Sir William and Sir
Philip, who each had a son William. Both these cousins
became knights, and played distinguished parts in the
history of the times.

All these happenings were before the days when the
Olifards held the lands of Gask, and they only concern
this history because of this stock came those who have
made it a name to be remembered. No record of Gask
could be written without the stories of David Olifard
and his descendants. All record is silent as to the owner-
ship of Gask in those far-off days, while the Olifards
were still French knights, and Anglo - Saxon, and men
of the Lothians.

1 Scots Peerage, vol. vi. p. 5630.



CHAPTER 1II
SIR WILLIAM OLIFARD

Tue lands of Gask lie between the Ochil and the
Grampian Hills, and east and west are the towns of
Crieff and Perth. Upon the southern slopes descending
to the Earn are spread the peaceful glories of Strathearn,
and to the north rise the wild outline of the Highland
hills. The beautiful woods, the fertile fields, the country
with all its variety of rising and falling ground—these
are the characteristics of Gask as we know it to-day;
but in the old times who can say if forest was there—
if the fields were rich with crops, or a tangle of under-
growth? Then, as now, along the summit of the ridge
east and west, flanked by fortified outposts, of which
the traces still remain, ran the Roman road, and it is
probable that, from the situation of the land, it was under
cultivation at a very early date; but nothing can be
known. It is only certain that the everlasting hills were
there, and the noble rise of the crest above the winding
river Earn. It was Gask even then, and its main
aspect was, as it now is, and as it will be, till the day
when the features of the world are re-cast or destroyed.

Voices and footsteps sounded in Gascon Hall, and
in that still older stronghold of which now no trace
remains, long before the days of the Olifards, long before
the unrecorded hour of the building of the grey walls
of the Old House.

Gask at one time may have been a single possession—
one large estate under a Celtic owner; but since the

beginning of record there have been two Gasks side by
14
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side, Findo Gask and Trinity Gask, and these two have
never been in the possession of one man.

Looking first at the history of Findo Gask, the earliest
mention is found in a Papal Bull of 1203, confirming a
gift by Orable, mother of Sir Saher de Quincey, to the
monastery of Inchaffray of eight acres of Gask.? 1t is
known that Orable was the daughter and heiress of Nes,
son of William. Among the twenty-one knights who
went from Scotland to Falaise to share the imprisonment
of William the Lion was one knight named Nes, son of
William. He was a man of considerable power and
distinction, and may have been of the native race which
had held the lands of Gask from time immemorial. His
ownership is traceable in the old records which spell the .
name Gasknes or Nesgask. The Celtic Orable followed
the fashion of the day and married into one of the great
Norman families. Her son, Saher de Quincey, Earl of
Winchester, gave the church of Nesgask to the hospital
of Brackley in Northamptonshire,® and added more land
to his mother’s gift of land to Inchaffray. Roger, the
son and heir of Saher, gave the demesne of Gask to
Brackley Hospital for the endowment of three chaplaincies
about the year 1220. Roger de Quincey died in 1263
and, leaving no son, his properties were divided among
his daughters. Of these, Elizabeth married Alexander
Comyn, Earl of Buchan, and so brought Gasknes into
the Comyn family. The lands were transferred to another
branch—the Comyns of Badenoch, who had possession
in 1278. Comyn forfeited Gasknes to Robert Bruce,
and the King granted it to Sir William Oliphant, whose
son, Walter, also held the properties of Gasknes and
Dupplin from the Crown. An Inchaffray deed, dated
1858, mentions the name Nesgask —the last time it
appears in records.

Of Trinity Gask, the lands lying up the river to the
west of Nes or Findo Gask, it is known that about the

1 Inchaffray Charters, Scot. Hist. Soc., p. 158.
% This piece of land is now the farm of Clathybeg.
* Inchaffray Charters, p. 78.
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year 1221 the church of Holy Trinity of Gask (sometimes
called Gask-Cristi) was given to Inchaffray by Gilbert,
Earl of Strathearn. This earl’s second wife was Ysenda
of Gask. She had two brothers, Richard and Geoffrey
of Gask, perhaps descendants of the native family. The
Inchaffray charters afford one interesting glimpse of
Ysenda.

In 1221-1228 Ysenda gives a grant of land’ in these

terms :(—

“Ysenda, Spouse of Earl Gilbert of Strathearn, makes
known to all the sons of Holy Mother Church that she
has, with the consent of her lord, the Earl, given to the
Abbott and Canons of Inchaffray 5 acres of her wvill
of Abercairny, which she had perambulated to the Abbott
and Canons in the presence of Richard Knight and
Geoffrey of Gask, her brothers . . . and many others.
To be held in perpetual alms, free of all secular service,
with common pasture for 12 kine and 2 horses. . .
Inasmuch as at the time this Charter was made she
had no seal of her own, she has sealed it with the seal
of Abraham, Bishop of Dunblane (who was witness of
this gift) which seal he lent for the occasion.”

It is said ? that the lands of Trinity Gask went through
an heiress to the Murrays of Tullibardine, but this
could only refer to part of the estate, for in 1266 Malise,
Earl of Strathearn, gave the convent of Inchaffray leave
to quarry stones at Nethergask with two acres of ground
for the monks’ workshops, showing that the Strathearn
family were in possession, though it seems that Murrays
held Nethergask® from the Earls of Strathearn, till the
Earldom was merged in the Crown in the year 1455.

Gascon Hall, the ruins of which .are still to be
seen by the river Earn, was the Manor House of
Trinity Gask.

Nesgask must have had its own stronghold—probably
a castle near the church, on the site of the present Old

1 Inchaffray Charters, p. 192. ? Nesbit.
3 At this time Gask is sometimes called in the records ¢ Gask Murray.”
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House. A chapel, St Findocas, close to the river south
of Nesgask, gave the lands their final name of Findogask.!

Between 1214 and 1249, the Olifards became firmly
established in Perthshire. The Ruthvens, Grahams,
Murrays, and Drummonds, whose fortunes were to be
again and again interlaced in the times to come with
those of the-Olifards, all came to Strathearn, too, at this
period. But the Olifards kept their interest in the
Lothians. William Olifard appears on record in 1230,
and later, witnessing various charters, and in 1247 is still
styled Justiciar of the Lothians.? After this we come
to the record of the greatest Olifard of all—William
—whose name first appears in a charter dated 1294. The
name of Olifard had many variants. For the sake of
convenience in these pages, the original Olifard is
retained till after 1806, when Oliphant is substituted.
But it will be understood that the change was gradual.
The spelling of names was, to a large extent, capricious
in early days, and depended more in the taste of the
chronicler than on any accepted form. According to
the charters the name of Olifard became Holifarth,
Olifarth, Olifart, Olifat, Olyfart, Olyfant, Olyfaunt,
before it reached its definite and lasting version of
Oliphant.

The Olifards had now been settled in Scotland for a
hundred and fifty years. They had yielded service during
the reigns of seven sovereigns, had seen the native line of
Malcolm Canmore come to an end, and the end of the
Celtic dynasty. They had endured the storms of an
interregnum. They had witnessed the birth of a people,
as Scotland rose out of the darkness of her warring tribes
into the dignity of a nation. They had seen the great

1 For all the foregoing details as to the ownership of Findo and Trinity Gask,
the writer is indebted to the researches of W. Maitland Thomson.
2 Philip Olifard, a brother, witnesses in 1278 ‘““two grants of John Comyn

at Gasknes, near Perth.” One of these grants throws a curious light on the
times.

‘“John Comyne, son of the late John Comyne, quits claim for ever, in
pure and perpetual alms, to the Abbot and Canons of Inchaffray of Gillecrist
Rothe, son of Gyllehtheny, with his issue born or to be born, with all right
which Comyn had in him or his issue. Given at Gasknes Monday next, before
the feast of St Mary Magdalene, 1278.” Inchaffray Charters, p. 219.

B



18 SIR WILLIAM OLIFARD [CHar.

enemy of Scotland, “ the hammer of the Scots,” called upon
to settle the quarrel for the Crown. Now they were to
take part in the great contest with Edward of England.
The name of Olifard was to be identified with the struggle
for Scottish independence, and was to achieve memor-
able glory.

The triumph of Edward of England had swept over
Scotland like a flood. Castle after castle was stormed
and taken. The outposts of Scottish independence
were down, when the Scots saw Edward carry away
three of their most sacred symbols, the Coronation Stone,
the Holy Rood, and the deposed King, John Balliol.
Among the nobles was no organised resistance. There
were plenty of powerful nobles in Scotland who did not
resent the idea of vassalage to England, men of Norman
blood, to whom an oath of fealty seemed natural and
easy—no wonder the English King reckoned on their
submission; but he had also to reckon with William
Woallace, and the passionate resistance of a section of
Scottish people, with the rousing of the Celtic blood
against vassalage to a foreign power, and the final
awakening of a patriot spirit in a nation that suddenly
knew itself to be a nation. Yet for a while the conquests
of England went on, and there was a dark time when
Scotland was a subjugated country, when the English
troops swept through the towns and villages with fire
and sword, and it seemed as if every stronghold must
yield. .
Edward I. started for his fifth campaign in Scotland
in June 13038. His French Queen, whom he had married
three years before, went with him, or joined him there.

The first mention of any dwelling-house at Gask is in -
the record of a visit the English King and Queen paid
there in August 1304. They were at Gask twice—the
first time in 24th October 1803 Of this visit nothing
is recorded except that the King wrote or sent a letter

from there. Of the second visit we have the following
record :*—

1 Privy Seal. 2 Bain’s Documents, vol. iv. p. 475.



4

11} EDWARD I. AT GASK 19

“TaE Host oF THE KING AT GASK

“To the Owner of West Gask, the kind host of the
King and Queen at Gask (this is sent) as the King’s own
gift in return for the loss which his host sustained in the
ransacking and plundering of his house crops and other
property by various people as a result of the hospitality
which he showed to the King and Queen and other
persons of importance in their suite, while on their way
from Stirling to the town of St John of Perth, and on
their return thence in the direction of England, at the
beginning of August in the present year. Given under
the King’s own hand at Gask on the 5th of August.”

The house must have been one of the strongholds
on the Trinity Gask estate, perhaps Gascon Hall—then
in the possession of the Earl of Strathearn or William
Murray of Tullibardine, who were both on the English
side; but according to the wording of the letter, the
King’s host was a tenant, and not a proprietor. Putting
aside the honour of the visit, which was doubtless great,
the party do not seem to have been desirable guests,
the after-consequences of their stay being violence and
destruction. King Edward was in the full glow of
triumph. It was twenty days after his final reduction
of Stirling, the last of the great fortresses, and it seemed
as if Scotland was indeed to be his own.

The same record gives a human and interesting touch
to the circumstances of King Edward’s visit to Gask.

“To the seven women who met the King on the
road between Gask and Uggelville,! and who sang in
his presence as they were accustomed to do in the time
of Lord Alexander, late King of Scotland (this is sent), as
the King’s own gift.”:

There is so much told in the simple statement.
Alexander III. had been dead for eighteen years—the
tragic ending to his desperate ride along the coast of the
Forth had been the end of the peace and prosperity of

! Ogilvy Castle, some miles from Gask, in the parish of Blackford, then
probably in the possession of the Earl of Strathearn.



20 SIR WILLIAM OLIFARD [Cuar.

Scotland. The seven women remembered him ; not only
the stories of his wisdom, his gentleness, his courage, but
they kept the actual memory of his face and his bearing
as they met him on the road, and sang to him. They had
been young women then, and Scotland had been at peace.
Loyalty had seemed natural and easy towards the man
who had been indisputably King. © Since the fateful
ending of Alexander’s family, during the endless struggles
of Balliols and Comyns, the bewildered peasantry never
clearly knew to whom allegiance was due. Now it seemed
as if a man had been found strong enough to make himself
King. So the seven women met Edward on the road and
sang, offering to the Conqueror the incense he most valued.

A good deal is known about Sir William Olifard before
the day of his defence of Stirling Castle. He appears first
as witness to a charter by the Earl of Athole, dated before
1296.

His next recorded appearance is at the siege of
Dunbar, also in 1296, one of the most important castles
in the land. The Scottish leaders had taken possession,
and prepared a desperate resistance. Seven Scottish
nobles, thirty-one knights, and a small band of followers
had in desperation turned out the English garrison and
held the castle. Edward sent ten thousand men and a
thousand horse to dislodge them. The ensuing battle
was a disaster to the Scots, whose mad courage was the
cause of their defeat. The garrison in the castle had no
choice but to surrender to King Edward in person. A
great multitude of prisoners, gentle and simple, were at
the mercy of the victorious Edward. All the prisoners
of rank were sent over the Border and imprisoned in
scattered castles in Wales and England.

William Olifard was among those knights who were
taken prisoner, ignominiously tied two and two on horses,
and carried in irons in carts across the Border. There
were two William Olifards® in English prisons at this

! The two Sir Williams who took part in the War of Independence were first

cousins. The course of their separate careers is traced in the Scots Peerage,
vol. ii. p. 531,
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time—a knight at Devizes, and a squire at Rochester.
Both were liberated in 1297 with other Scots, on the
surety of Athole and others. Sir William was free on
the 8th September, and on the 12th there is an order that
his lands be restored to him. With other Scottish leaders,
Olifard received his liberty on two conditions, that he
should give his son as hostage, and that he should serve
in King Edward’s army oversea. Edward was at the
time fighting ingloriously in Flanders, and no doubt
would feel satisfaction in compelling such distinguished
men as Comyn, Simon Fraser, Strathearn, and Olifard to
follow his banner. What actual part they took in the
fighting is not known, nor is there record of Olifard’s
return to Scotland; but he is next found at Stirling,
where he was appointed Governor in 1299.

Through all the history of Scottish wars the position
of the impregnable rock of Stirling Castle overlooking
wide valleys, commanding the Scotswater and both the
Lothians and the Highlands, has made of it the centre
of contest, a sure refuge, and the key of many a perilous
enterprise. The Scots knew its value when they besieged
and turned out the English garrison and its commandant,
John Sampson, in 1299, and Stirling was their chief
hope when Edward had turned northwards again in
18038, and marched triumphantly from one conquered
fortress to another all through the land. Practically there
was no resistance, no need for burning and devastating ;
the humiliation of Scotland was too abject, the subjection
too complete. Twice had Edward passed by Stirling,
once as the army swept northwards, and once on his
return when he took up headquarters at Dunfermline.
But the question of the reduction of this great stronghold
could not be indefinitely postponed, and in April 1304
Edward set himself in earnest to bring it under his
flag. His first step towards success was to go himself
to superintend the siege. Probably when he set forth
with his army to surround it, he had little idea that
he was to spend three months before the rock, using
all means in his power to reduce the garrison—bringing
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all his resources of war, all his clever generalship, to
bear on the grim defiance and endurance of the defenders.
The end was from the first inevitable. It was a fore-
gone conclusion that it must fall, yet it is a story of
unequalled courage, and endurance.

“ Ane nobill Knicht hecht Williame Olifeir
Ane man all tyme of greit auctoritie
Of Striruling castell capitane than wes he
That starke castell stude on ane roche so strang
This ilk Williame had keipit than full lang
Again King Edward as I schew you heir
Quhilk seigit it ane quarter of ane year.”!

Edward had at his disposal thirteen engines, large
and cumbrous weapons, then in use to batter down walls,
and afterwards he caused two others to be made, capable
of hurling stones and lead weighing three hundred pounds.
These were called the ram and the war wolf. Greek
fire was sent also from England. The rock was sur-
rounded ; all communication with the outside world was
cut off. Edward held Stirling in the hollow of his
hand; he had but to pound long enough with his
engines, and await the results of starvation and misery
within the walls.

Within there were but two hundred men. Among
them were several Olifards, the Governor, Sir William,
the Knight of Dupplin, and Hugh and Walter Olifard.
Besides the fighters there were unfortunately other
inmates of the Castle, thirteen women, wives and sisters
of the knights, who were destined to share the frightful
privations of a three months’ siege. It was on their
account that the surrender was finally made. From the
first, both men and women must have known that the
situation was desperate, and that nothirg remained but
a desperate resistance.

The first act in the tragedy was the King’s summons
to Olifard to surrender. Olifard replied that he had
received the guardianship of the castle from Sir John

1 Boece, The Buik of the Chronicles of Scotland.
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de Soulis as Governor of Scotland, and that it would
be to lose his honour as a knight to surrender without
communicating with De Soulis, who was then in France.
King Edward refused to grant any time of delay. He
sent an imperious message: * Defend the castle at your
peril.”

As long as resistance was possible, Olifard, with his
heroic garrison, did defend it. Imagination pictures
them in the struggle, day after day, with sad but still
valorous hearts, as the spring turned to summer, watch-
ing from the ramparts the majestic figure of the old
King, as he moved hither and thither among his hosts,
dealing death and destruction with his archers and
engines of war. In spite of death, disease, and despair
within the walls, defiance was flung forth hour after
hour, day after day. Huge stones were discharged from
the fortifications, and one of these once knocked over
the horse on which the King rode. The old chronicles
record another escape of the King from death which
they call miraculous.

“On one occasion Satan had instigated one of the
Scots to draw an arblast and aim an arrow against the
Lord’s anointed, who was riding exposed in the front.
A devil’s angel sped the shaft in so far that it pierced
a chink of the mail, but then one of heaven’s angels came
to the rescue and stopped it from penetrating the sacred
body of the conquering King.”

The King, however, must have been unaware of the
divine intervention. He was very angry, and himself
pulling out the arrow, turned towards the castle with a
fierce threat that he would yet hang the traitor who
sped that bolt.

The unexpectedly prolonged resistance of the garrison
caused the English to run short of munitions of war.
By the 20th of May the besieged hacd inflicted consider-
able loss on the besiegers, who had made no progress
towards victory. It was then that Edward sent to
England for the extra engines, and also for all the
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ballistae, quarrels, bows and arrows that could be collected.
He also stripped the lead from the roofs of churches,
and from the monasteries of St Andrews and Brechin,!
so as to continue the assault. Edward said the defenders
acted like mad dogs. They were brave and desperate
men. We know the names of some who were there
besides William Olifard, who is called by the English
chroniclers of the day ‘“a doughty knight, one among
a thousand.”? Other names among the heroic defenders
are Polwarth, Haliburton, Ramsay and Napier, John de
Coulgask, Thomas de Clemel, and two ecclesiastics,
William de Keith and Peter de Edereston. What held
them to their post is indeed matter for conjecture; they
knew from the first what the end must be, that no
rescue from outside was possible—no end to suspense, no
relieving force, for such a force did not exist. There
was no object for their tenacious loyalty. The King,
never more than the shadow of a King, was oversea.
The liberties of Scotland were underfoot. When the
sun rose on yet another day of struggle, when the dark-
ness fell on their increasing misery, they could hope for no
sound of marching feet in the plains below, no approach-
ing flag of relief, no sound of battle on their behalf.
There was no royal name to pass from lip to lip to keep
alive and strengthen the passion of the day’s endurance.
Only one name could have risen in their thoughts as a
watchword—and it seemed as if even the star of Wallace
had waned. But the work of Wallace was done in
Scotland—the patriot spirit he awakened in his country-
men inspired the defence of Stirling, and nerved the
last men to defend the last stronghold of the un-
conquered Scotland of old.

The unequal contest came to an end at last; but
not till their walls were cast down, the scaling ladders
fixed, the breach in the inner walls already filled with
English soldiers. Starvation, disease, and the countless
miseries endured by a handful of beings, utterly cut off

! He afterwards paid for this.
? Mat. de Westmiuster.
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from relief of every kind, won the victory for England.
Reduced to despair by the death of comrades, weakened
by suffering and privation, maddened witnesses of the
distresses of their thirteen women, the defenders of
Stirling capitulated at last. They had fought for three
months, and now numbered only one hundred and forty
souls. On the 13th July, Olifard at length consented
to meet with Edward’s envoys in the valley below.
Sir Eustace le Poer and Sir John de Mowbray were
sent by the King to the gates to summon the Governor,
Sir William Olifard. Before making an unconditional
surrender, Olifard made one stipulation—that he and his
knights should be brought into the King’s presence. His
request was granted, and Olifard returned to the castle—
having made surrender. The keys of the castle were
then flung over the wall and received by the English
Vice-Constable. Then emerged from the gates the sad
procession of the knights who had fought so long and
so hopelessly, the victims of those three long months
of rigorous siege. Barefooted, bareheaded, stripped to
their shirts, “like thieves,” they filed singly through the
castle gates, through the ranks of the victorious army,
on to the tent of the King of England, where he
grimly awaited them—surrounded by those nobles who
were to witness the last act of the tragedy. Olifard
came first, and behind him his twenty-five knights, sad
and noble figures, in spite of all indignity and defeat.
They rendered themselves to the King’'s mercy.

“Speak not of my mercy,” he said ; “speak only of
my will.”

“ We render us to thy will.”

“My will is to tear you limb from limb and
hang you; if ye like not that get you back into the
castle.”

Olifard, on his knee before him, presented a further
petition on behalf of himself and his comrades. The
King turned to the little band of knights. ¢ And what
do you ask?”

“We are worthy of death, but take us to thy will.”
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The old records say that the King was moved, and
turned away for a little space; then giving the rein to
better feelings than had prompted his first fury, he ordered
that all the knights should be imprisoned, but without
chains, in different castles in England. To Olifard and his
companions all the bitterness of defeat must have lain
in the belief that, as the last stronghold of Scotland had
yielded, all the strenuous endeavours against fate had
been in vain. The pageant of their submission was the
usual custom when any beleaguered garrison capitulated.
It probably meant no more to the victims than the fierce
vexation of an undignified feudal observance; but it
must have seemed to them as i Scotland ‘““lay at the
proud foot of a conqueror.” Theirs was no prophetic
insight to look forward along the ten stormy years that
were to bring the star of Bruce into the ascendant, and
see the whole policy of Edward rendered void, and
Stirling at last avenged on the field of Bannockburn.

On the long journey from the ruined fort of Stirling,
all through England till the Tower of London was
reached, the thoughts of Sir William Olifard must have
dwelt on a fruitless effort and a conquered country.
Seven years before he had travelled northwards from his
prison at Devizes, hastening homewards to bear his part
in the struggles of his country; he had held and lost
his post in an acute crisis of national history, and now
again the long south road stretched before him, again an
English prison awaited him.

Olifard was destined to spend four years in the Tower
of London. From accounts in the Tower records he
seems to have reached his prison on 29th September,
two months after the fall of Stirling.

We find a record on 3rd February, 1804-1805 :—

“ Compotus of the Sheriffs of Essex and Hertford
on the morrow of Purification, 79 shillings and a penny
expenses of bringing Hugh Olifard, Walter Olifard and
others captured at Stirling from there to Colchester.”?

1 Bain, vol. ii., doc., 1644.
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There were now four Olifards in English prisons—
Sir William in the Tower of London, William Olifard
of Dumplin at Walingford Castle, Hugh Olifard at
Colchester, Walter Olifard at Winchester. Yet another
prisoner was Elizabeth Olifard, the sister of Sir William.
She may have been one of the thirteen women who
stood the siege of Stirling.

“The King commands the Abbess and convent of
Barking to deliver Elizabeth, sister of Sir William Olifard,
Knight, at present in their custody, to Henry de Lacy,
Earl of Lincoln, to whom he has committed her.”!

The King writes again to the Abbess of Barking,
3rd November 1306 :—

“Learning that Hugh Olifard a Scottish rebel has
escaped from Colchester Castle . . . and taken refuge
in her Church of Barking, he commands that they be
safely watched there and prevented escaping on pain of
forfeiture of her lands and goods.”*

Then on 22nd January, the King pardons John de
Bassingburn, late Sheriff of Essex, for letting Hugh
Olifard, a Scottish prisoner, escape from the Castle of
Colchester while in his custody, as he pursued Hugh so
manfully that he “retook and lodged him again in the
castle where he now is.”?

The prisoners seem to have moved from castle to
castle. Walter was at Wynton Castle from April 1305
to Michaelmas 1806, and again in the year following.
In 1307 the King commands the Sheriffs of Norfolk,
Southampton, Devon, and Cornwall to pay the expenses
of William Olyfart and other Scottish prisoners in the
Castles of Norwich, Winchester, Exeter, and Launceston.
The expenses allowed were generally fourpence a day.

The following entry is of interest :—

“1st December 1304-1305. Delivered to Ralph de

! Bain, vol. ii., doc., 1885. 2 1bid. doc., 1668.
3 Ibid. doc., 1885.
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Sandwich, constable of the Tower, for the daily sustenance
of Sir William Olyfar, Knight, a prisoner there, for a
year since 29th September 1304, £6, 16s. and 15 shillings
delivered to John de Segrave in August last for carriage
of the body of William de Waleys to Scotland.”’

These four years of Olifard’s imprisonment brought
great changes to Scotland—of which some echo may have
reached him. The death of the champion Wallace—the
awakener of his people — the universal submission of
Scotland, the rise of Robert Bruce, Lord of Annandale,
who quitted suddenly the English Court and made his
stand against the absorption of Scotland. @~ The Red
Comyn was slain. The Scottish people, perhaps realising
where lay safety and hope, rose in a tumult of enthusiasm
to follow where Bruce might lead. Within two years of
the surrender of Stirling the Crown of Scotland was on
the head of Robert Bruce. The great aim of Edward I.
—the fusion of two nations into one—was at an end. It
was the signal for Edward’s final mighty effort against
his lifelong foe, when starting on his last enterprise, he
passionately exacted the last vow-—never to be fulfilled
—that in death he should be carried to Scotland, and
never buried whilst it remained unsubdued.

The adventures and successes of Bruce make the
history of Scotland during the years that followed.
Olifard was liberated in May 1308. When Edward II.
had been for a year on the throne, he sent his Royal
order for the release of *our beloved and faithful William
Olifard.” Sir Hugh de Despenser brought the warrant,
and four English knights® stood surety for Olifard’s
loyalty. So he set forth, but not homewards at once,
for he went first to Lincoln, there, by Edward’s order,
to set free four of his fellow fighters at Stirling—John
de Coulgask, Patrick de Polwarth, Thomas de Lillay, and
Thomas de Clemel; and the five proceeded northwards
together, in the service of King Edward.

! Bain, vol. iv., doc., 1812.

® Walter de Burghdon, Odard Heron of Northumberland, Thomas de
Rychemunde, and Ivo de Aldeburgh.
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It must have seemed a strange world to Olifard as
he rode back into Scotland—a Scotland again full of
hope, again capable of a tenacious struggle for liberty,
again ready to follow the lead of a great man and a
great King. But one remembrance would rise above
all others—the death of the Red Comyn, and it is certain
that fierce resentment at his fate must have filled the
mind of Comyn’s kinsman and friend. Through genera-
tions the Comyns had been linked with the Olifards.
Whilst he had been shut up in the Tower, the deed had
been done, and the murderer sat on the ancient throne
of Scotland. To Olifard it would seem as if the Red
Comyn had a better right to the throne than Bruce.
He would feel as if the sympathies of his country had
better lie with English Edward than with the fierce
adventurer who had grasped the Crown.

Yet, in spite of all these considerations, it seems
surprising to find William Olifard Warden of Perth, in
13811, holding that position in the name of Edward II.
of England. The records of the times are full of such
inexplicable changes, such shifting interests. There is no
record, except in the lives of William Wallace and of
Edward 1., of a consistent and unbending devotion either
to a man or a cause. Bruce had helped England to take
Stirling from Olifard. Now Olifard helped the English
to keep Bruce out of Perth. Years afterwards he received
grants of land from the Bruce, supported him staunchly,
and married one of his sons to the King’s daughter. In
times so unsettled, so insecure, the minds of men seemed
plastic, easily made to sway towards new convictions, and
certainly a change of masters was considered no disgrace.
Edward II. was in London when he entrusted the care
of the fortress of Perth to Sir William Olifard. Several
letters are extant from the King promising support and
supplies, and praising his loyalty. Perth was an extremely
important post. Stirling was again held for England, not
to be wrested away till two years later. Bruce knew
that Perth with its fine fortifications was second only in
importance to Stirling, and that it must be in his hands
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before he could call the Highlands his. The great stone
towers, the high walls, and the protection of a broad
and deep moat, made it a place of strength. Bruce
beleaguered it for six weeks. There was no sign of
yielding on the part of Olifard and his garrison, and it
fell at last by a ruse. Bruce drew off his men as if he
had abandoned the siege, having first ascertained the
depth of the moat and its most fordable point. Then he
and his forces lay in hiding for eight days in the woods
of Methven, where the time was spent in fashioning
ladders to scale the walls. At the end of a week Olifard,
having seen no sign of the enemy, naturally allowed a
relaxed vigilance. The besiegers returned in the night.

“No cry of sentinels was heard from the walls, and
Bruce himself, like Jeanne d’Arc at Paris, fathomed the
moat with his lance-shaft. He discovered a place where
the water was throat-high, he seized a ladder, and led
the advance. A French knight in his company crossed
himself, for the marvel that the King

“¢In such peril has him set
To win a wretched hamlet.’

Then he ran forward, leaped into the ditch, and followed
the King. The town was lightly won, with no massacre,

and Bruce, according to his regular policy, levelled the
walls.” !

The whole garrison, Scots and English, fell into the
hands of Bruce. It is true there was no general massacre,
but all the Scots leaders were put to death, with the
exception of Sir William Olifard, who, according to the
old chronicler, Lanercost, “was bound and sent to the
Isles.” Later research has, however, sought to prove
this an error. William Olifard was in England on the
10th of March following,’ and had a safe conduct to go
to Scotland and return on the 21st October of the
same year.®

1 Andrew Lang’s Hist. of Scot., vol. i. p. 216.

2 Exchequer D. R. Miscellanea, folio 28.
3 Ibid. folio 339. But again there may be confusion here between the two



L] A NEW MASTER 31

During the years between the fall of Perth and the
time of Bannockburn there appears to be no further
record of the doings of Sir William Olifard. When he
re-appears in history it is as a supporter of Robert the
Bruce. When the fate of Scotland hung in the balance
he had perhaps realised that in the power of Bruce lay
the hopes of the nation’s independence. At all events,
the year after Bannockburn, Sir William Olifaunt (so the
name was now spelt) witnessed a charter of King Robert
to Sir Andrew Gray. In December 13817 he received
large grants of land from Bruce. One charter gives the
lands of Newtyle and Kinpurnie in Forfarshire,

“to be held in free Barony with all the liege and native
men of the said lands, for the performing of the fourth
part of a knight’s service in the King’s army.”’

About this time also, Bruce gave by charter to William
Olifaunt,

“our beloved and faithful Knight, our whole lands of Muir-
house, in the Shire of Edinburgh with their pertinents”

in exchange for a certain piece of land rightfully belong-
ing to Olifard lying near one of the royal palaces,
Kincardine Castle, which King Balliol had taken, and
Bruce desired to retain. In 1326, Bruce gave Ochtertyre®
to Olifaunt,

“ for the service of three archers in the King’s army and
Scottish service, use and wont.”

And now also the lands of Gask were conferred upon
him.

Bannockburn, though it had been a decisive victory
for Scottish independence by no means gave Robert

Sir Williams. In the Scots Peerage, vol. vi, p. 531-534, there will be found
the theory of the death of the first Sir William in his exile, and the subsequent
exPloits of his cousin, Sir William.
This charter is now in the possession of Lord Wharncliffe,
? In the Parish of Newtyle, Forfarshire.
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Bruce an undisputed place among the kings of the earth—
and this place he was determined to win. Fourteen years
were to pass before the King of England acknowledged
him to be King of Scotland; and Bruce filled the years
with fighting, with deeds of daring, with exploits and
adventures, not only for his own honour, but for the
unity and freedom of his country. Olifard must often
have been at his side—his “beloved and faithful Knight.”
In the protracted dealings with the Papal Court he also
bore a part, and the Olifard seal is attached to the
Remonstrance framed at the great Parliament held at
Aberbrothok in April 1320, addressed to the Pope—
“the noblest state paper ever framed.”’

“ As long as an hundred of us remain alive, we shall
spurn the English yoke. It is not for fame, riches, or
honour that we fight, but for liberty which no honest
man will lose but with his life. Wherefore, we beseech
your Holiness to remember that with God there is no
respect of persons — Jew or Greek, Scottish man or
English man. Deign, therefore, to bid the English
King be content with England, which was once enough
for seven kings or more, and bid him leave us quiet
in our little Scotland, for should your Holiness, by your
favour, encourage the English, the loss of bodies and
souls that must follow will be laid to your charge by
the Most High.”

This powerful appeal had its due effect. The Pope
acknowledged Bruce as the King of Scotland, and in
1328, fourteen years after Bannockburn, the King of
England followed suit.

Of the closing years of the life of Olifard a little is
known. He was present at the Parliament held at Holy-
rood in 1826. He witnessed a charter by Malise, Earl
of Strathearn, with his neighbours, Walter de Rothewan,
Malcolm de Dromonde, and John de Moravia. He was

present when Abercairny was granted to Malise’s son-
in-law.

“In 1328 he makes a payment to the Sheriff of Perth
! The Oliphants in Scotland, p. xviii.
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for lands which he held in Glenlyon of which the tenth
penny had been granted to the Crown. He rendered
an account of his receipts at Newbotle on 16th January
1829.”!

William Olifard was not fated to outlive his King.
The great work of his life accomplished, Bruce died in
June 1829. The last mention of Sir William Olifard was
in January of that year, and it is known that he died
on 5th February. He had lived to see with Bruce
the complete independence of Scotland. It now seemed
as if the great chivalrous times were over, as if the
days of exploit and defiance had died with Bruce. Per-
haps Olifard already saw the change to a less heroic
period before he lay down for the last time at his home
of Aberdalgie, looking his last down the splendid vale
of Strathearn, across his noble acres of Dupplin, to the
lands of Gask by the winding Earn. The great struggle
for liberty was over. The impetuous soldier who had
fought on both sides could look back now and see how
out of all the disastrous defeats, the dear-bought victories,
the warring interests, emerged at length a free nation, a
kingly inheritance for Scotland and her kings to hold
and cherish.

The tomb of Sir William Olifard can be seen to-day
in the church of Aberdalgie, a recumbent figure in stone,
still showing the exquisite tracery of fifteenth century
work. The armour is of a date a hundred years later
than the hero, and the monument must have been raised
to his memory by a descendant. The beautiful stone? lay
unprotected for centuries over the vault of the Lords

! QOliphants in Scotland, p. xxi.

% One corner has been broken away, and the stone is split in two across the
neck and near the feet. These injuries were undoubtedly done by the troops
of Cromwell. Perth surrendered to his troops 2nd August 1651. In the Kirk
Session Record of Aberdalgie there is the following entry for 3rd August :—‘“No
meeting nor preaching, because the enemy Cromwell’s forces were ranging
through all this Parish, and the people fugitive.” The troops also burnt
Aberdalgie Castle. The Rev. John Ferguson of Aberdalgie, who communicated
this to the writer, once saw an old woman who spoke with one of the masons
employed in opening the vault of the Lords Oliphant at the instance of some
one claiming to be the heir to the title. This mason reported that there was
beautiful work in the vault.

C
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Oliphant. Laurence Oliphant of Gask in 1780 raised a
stone canopy to protect it in some measure from the
weather. In 1904 it was finally decided to save what
remained of the carving, by carrying the stone slab inside
the church where it can now be seen. The large stone
canopy is left to mark the spot, on the edge of a tiny
glen, which for so many centuries has been his resting-
place.

“Dominus WiLLIELMUS OLIFAUNT

“Dominus de Aberdalgie qui
Obiit quinto die mensis Februarii
Anno Domini Mill CCC Vicesimi nono.”?

1 ¢¢The Oliphant estates, as Sir William left them to his successors, consisted
of (1) The lanSS of Dupplin, Hedderwick, and Cranshaws, inherited from his
Olifard forbears; (2) The lands of Aberdalgie adjoining Dupplin, Turin near
Forfar, Glensaugh in the Mearns, Pitkerie in Fife, and perhaps Gallery on the
Northesk, which appear to have come into the family through a Wishart heiress ;
(8) Gaskness (now Findogask) in Strathearn, Newtyle, Kinpurnie, Auchtertyre,
and Balcraig in Forfarshire, Muirhouse in Midlothian, and Hazelhead in Ayrshire,
which he acquired mostly by new gift from the King.” Scots Peerage, vol. -
vi. p. 534.



CHAPTER III
“ A HOUSE VERY LOYALL TO THE STATE OF SCOTLAND”

Sik WiLLiaM OLIFAUNT left a son and heir, Sir Walter,
who makes no appearance in records till he appends his
seals to a charter in the year 1852. David II. was on
the throne. In 1360 his name is found in a resignation
by Elena de Maxwell, Lady of Kelly, of the lands of
Kelly into the King’s hands, that he might give the
lands to Walter Olifaunt, her cousin. In 1364 he
received confirmation of the lands and barony of Gask
from the King, his brother-in-law.

“To our beloved and faithful Walter Olifaunt and his
Spouse, Elizabeth, our beloved sister, the whole of the
lands of Gask and their pertinents for the reddendum
of a chaplet of white roses at the feast of the Nativity of
St John the Baptist, yearly at the Manor place of Gask,
and three suits at the King’s Court at Perth.”

The charter is dated at Edinburgh, the last day of
February 1364.
At the same time and place King David II. gave

1 This charter, now in the Gask charter chest at Ardblair, has had an interest-
ing history. When Crauford was writing the ‘“Scottish Peerage” published in 1716,
James Olyi,phant of Gask showed him this charter as proving the existence of
Elizabeth, daughter of Robert I., and her marriage to Sir Walter Oliphant. In
1746, when the Jacobites were crushed, and the laird of Gask a fugitive, the
Duke of Cumberland sent Sir Joseph York to rausack the House of Gask, which
he did, and carried away from the charter-room ‘“a small Japan’d brown box,
with coat of arms on the lid”’ containing this charter. It was not recovered for
forty years. Lawrence Oliphant, after seventeen years of exile, set himself, on
his return, to recover the precious document, and in 1786 succeeded in tracing it,
when it was restored to the family. George Graeme, ninth laird of Inchbrakie,
in a document dated 1814, makes a declaration about the charter.

““The above charter of the family of Gask was saved from destruction by Sir
Joseph York, 1745, who afterwards, when Ambassador at London from the Hague,
returned it to Struan Robertson’s brother, Lieutenant-Colonel Robertson, who,
upon my return from Flanders in the year 1778, gave same charter to me, in
order to deliver it to my uncle, Lawrence Oliphant of Gask. The foregoing
circumstances, in as far as regards the recovery of the original charter of the
family of Gask, I attest. = GeEoree Graeme.  (Or and Sable, L. GraEME).”

35
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confirmation of other lands to Walter Olifaunt—who
was to hold them in return for a pair of silver spurs on
the feast of All Saints at Halton of Newtyle with three
suits at the King’s Court at Forfar. Yet another charter
granted the lands of Ochtertyre and Balcraig—for a gift
of three broad arrows on the feast of St Martin, at
Ochtertyre and three suits at the King’s Court at Forfar.
Another conveyed the lands of Turynys and Dromy in
Forfarshire, for the reddendum of a silver penny at Dromy
at Christmas. Of the same date was also the charter
of the lands of Aberdalgie and Dupplin, of which the
reddendum was unam merulam sive speculum at the
feast of St Peter ad Vincula. With Aberdalgie went
the privilege of fishing in the water of Earn three days
a week in forbidden time, and the same privilege was
also attached to the lands of Gask.

If Walter Olifaunt still held the great tracts of
country in Roxburghshire which had once belonged to
the family, he must, with so much property in Perthshire,
Forfarshire, and Fife, have been one of the largest land-
owners in Scotland. Of his wife, a daughter of King
Robert Bruce, nothing is known except through the
mention of her name in these charters. The conferring
of the hand of the King’s daughter upon a knight would
in those days be looked upon as a great honour, even
though it is possible that the Queen was not her mother.!
It raised Olifaunt to a power and dignity equal to his
highest desires. Of the man himself we know nothing ;
the time of his birth and death, the events of his life,
are hidden in an obscurity which is unlikely ever to
be penetrated, and which seems strange when the
conspicuous part played by his father in all national
events is remembered.

Walter Olifaunt and Elizabeth, daughter of Bruce,
had three sons:—

1. Sir John who succeeded to the bulk of the estates.

! There is no proof of this, and the doubt rests only on the fact that the old
chroniclers do not mention this daughter Elizabeth among the King’s children.
On the other hand, the mention of her name by King David II. as ¢ Elizabeth,
our beloved sister ” seems to indicate the legitimacy of her birth.
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2. Sir Walter, who lived till after 1411. From him
are descended the Oliphants of Pittotter, Kellie,
Murdocairnie, and Prinlaws.

8. Malcolm, who possessed Hazelhead, and was the
ancestor of the Ayrshire branch of the Oliphant
family.

Between the year of the great Sir William’s death,
and the granting of the charters in 1864, history is silent
as to the doings of the Olifards. The death of Bruce
brought to Scotland a renewal of trouble and disorder.
The new King, already married to Joanna of England,
was five years old. Edward II. had his hereditary
ambitions regarding Scotland. Edward Balliol, the son
of John, bore the nominal title of King for seven years.
The great master mind, the dauntless master hand of
Bruce, were no longer there to inspire and protect his
country. The young King was away in France; he
returned to an inglorious reign in Scotland, which lasted
for forty -two years. = Whether Olifaunt fought at
Halidon Hill under Archibald Douglas, whether he was
at Neville’s Cross, where the King was taken prisoner
there is no record to show. His name does not appear
among the knights at the battle of Dupplin in 13832,
when Balliol crossed the river at midnight, and marched
by Gask and Dupplin to break with slaughter upon the
Scottish outposts, defeating the young King’s forces under
Mar; nor is the name mentioned when Balliol seized Perth.

It is difficult to believe that Olifaunt was living at
the family home of Aberdalgie in the midst of such
wars and distresses — especially as his help would seem
natural on account of his near relationship to the boy
King. It is only possible to conjecture that he either
had his part in the great adventures of the day, or
that he was abroad during the stormy years of David’s
unlucky reign. The King died in Edinburgh Castle in
1370. He had made only trouble and distress for the
country his father had won. Olifaunt could scarcely
have regretted the brother-in-law who had brought
poverty and distress upon the kingdom. Luckily he



88 “A HOUSE VERY LOYALL TO THE STATE"” [Crar.

left no heir. It was a nephew of Lady Olifaunt who
now came to the throne—Robert II., son of Marjory
Bruce and the Steward of Scotland. The date of Sir
Walter Olifaunt’s death is not known ; but he was alive
in 1878. His second son, Walter, younger of Aberdalgie,
was receiving charters confirming lands to him from
Robert II. in 1878. The King’s young son, afterwards
Robert III., was a witness to the charters confirming
the lands of Kellie and Pitkery in Fife. Sir Walter’s
descendants held Kellie till late in the sixteenth century.

Sir John, the heir of the first Sir Walter, had two
children—Sir William who succeeded him, and a daughter
Marion.

For three generations the Oliphants had been living
in obscurity as far as history is concerned. The stormy
years of English aggression, the tumultuous days of
Bruce, were already lapsing into great memories. Under
a line of kings not likely to fail for heirs, and relying
confidently on the sturdy support of the nation, there
came a period of greater security, more firmness of law,
more protection of life and property. Between the great
Parliament at Aberbrothok in 1320, when William Olifard
appended his seal to the historic Remonstrance to the
Pope, and the year 1424—more than a hundred years
after—when the name of a great-great-grandson of Sir
William appears on the page of history, no Oliphant
seems to have taken conspicuous part in national affairs.

The times were filled with Border raids, the feuds of
Douglas and Percy, and possibly the Perthshire lairds
might not have felt themselves called upon to fight in
these distant quarrels. They may have listened in in-
action to the stories of the coming of the band of French
knights, the flower of French chivalry, to the aid of the
Border men, and heard of the splendid deeds of Douglas,
without being inspired to join in the adventure. But
when the war was carried to the Highlands, then surely
must Oliphants have left their broad acres and the home
at Aberdalgie to bear a part. They must have struck a
blow for the Crown against the Wolf of Badenoch, and
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taken the field at the battle of Harlaw against the Celts,
who had called England to their aid, to strike for Celtic
supremacy in the north.

The hundred years of the Oliphants’ obscurity had
seen the reigns of four kings, and found a fifth in English
captivity. James, Earl of Carrick, the heir to the Scottish
throne, was taken prisoner by Henry IV. only a few days
before, at fourteen years old, he became King by the
death of his father, Robert ITI. The story of that twenty
years’ captivity of the Poet King needs no re-telling. He
emerged from his English prison at thirty-four. His life
can be briefly told. First the inaction of his twenty years’
captivity, then twelve years of passionate determination to
break the feudal tyranny that was checking all progress
inthe land. He did not always choose honourable means,
and his early death by murder was prompted by a sense
of intolerable injustice in a subject he had wronged. The
tragic destiny of his race overshadowed his youth and his
manhood. It was as much the tragedy of temperament
as of outward circumstances.

He had been treated in England with all honour,
given a liberal education, and was set free at last upon
terms which may not have seemed very hard to his idea.
The marriage of the Poet King and Lady Jane Beaufort,
the lady of his heart and his song, was followed by his
release, and in 1421 he set forth on his way to his kingdom—
a free man. At Durham he was met by a group of three
hundred of the nobles and gentry of Scotland. England
was not parting with her royal captive without exacting
terms, nor was his freedom won without a great sacrifice
on the part of Scotland. The English demand was for
£40,000, not nominally as ransom, but for the King’s
maintenance in England. It was to be paid in instal-
ments of £10,000 a year. Scotland, then in the depths
of poverty, could not promise prompt payment of so huge
a sum. The alternative was to offer hostages, and these
were chosen from the flower of the Scottish knights.

When all the negotiations were over, and the King on
his way to his kingdom, out of the group of three hundred
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loyal Scotsmen who welcomed him at Durham, were
chosen twenty-eight to go into English prisons till the
great ransom was paid. Among the twenty-eight we
find the name of Sir William Oliphant of Aberdalgie,
the son of Sir John. The King passed on in a joyful
progress to his kingdom. The hostages were handed
over to the English. Imagination sees them watching
the young King and his bride, in the midst of the
gallant escort of Scottish chivalry, riding away into
new life and liberty, to be crowned and honoured,
before they turned away to their own captivity. All
touched the Gospels, and vowed that they would remain
in the hands of the English King till the ransom was
paid, and would attempt nothing against him. No
doubt they hoped and believed that their sacrifice was
but for a short time, and that King James, in all the
joy of his new liberty, would hold them in remembrance
and soon find the money for their ransom. Oliphant
was sent to Pontefract Castle, and afterwards, with
seven of his companions, to the Tower of London. Two
years afterwards he was still in the Tower. A mention
of him there in 1425 is the last that is known of him.
A great many of the hostages died in English prisons;
Oliphant may have been among them. The ransom
was never paid. Taxes were levied for the purpose,
but the money was always wanted for something else.

The wife of Sir William Oliphant was said to be
Isabel Stewart, daughter of John Stewart of Innermeath,
Lord of Lorn. They had a son, John, who succeeded
to the family estates, and who appears as a witness to a
deed in 1441. There was also a daughter, Isabel, who
married Sir John Scrimgeour, Constable of Dundee. Sir
John married Isabel, daughter of Sir Walter Ogilvy of
Auchterhouse, the hereditary Sheriff of Angus. The
Lindsays were at feud with the Ogilvys. The two
families fought out a quarrel about the Abbey of
Aberbrothok, at the Abbey gates, on a Sunday morning
in 1445. The affair is described as follows in the
Auchinleck Chronicle :—
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“ The Erll of Huntlie and the Ogilbeis with him on
the ta part, and the Erll of Crauford on the tother part,
met at the gettis of Arbroth on ane Sonday laite and
faucht. And the Erll of Huntlie and Wat Ogilbei fled.
And ther was slane on their part Schir Jhon Oliphant,
Lord of Aberdalgy—with uther syndry. And on the
tother part the Erll of Crauford himself was hurt in the
field and diet within VII dayis. Bot he and his son wan
the field and held it, and efter that, a gret tyme held the
Ogilbeis at gret subjeccion, and tuke thair gudis and
destroyit thair placis.”

It can hardly be that Sir John Oliphant of Aberdalgie,
the son of the knight whom the King abandoned to the
miseries of an English prison, would feel an undeviating
loyalty to his kinsmen of the royal house. We know
no more about him than the facts of his marriage and
his unlucky death in this broil of his wife’s family. The
list of his children is as follows :—

1. Laurence, afterwards first Lord Oliphant.

2. James, who was killed in a feud between his brother,

Lord Oliphant, and the Earl of Buchan in
1491. He was the ancestor of the Oliphants
of Archellie and Bachilton.
3. John, who was alive in 1479.
4. Margaret,’ married Wardlaw of Torry. She had
a son William, and a daughter who married
Lyon de Logie of Logiealmond.

5. Christian,’ married Alexander Blair of Balthayock.
She was dead in 1516.

6. Another daughter, wife of James Drummond of
Balloch.

The eldest son Laurence was afterwards made Lord
Oliphant by James II. He was the first of a succession
of ten lords of the name, covering a period of two
hundred years.

1 ¢ A Protectionn to William Wardlaw, son to Margrete Oliphant Lady Torry
and al and sundri his landis rentis possessions, takkis, malingis, to endure for
al the days of his life. July 27th, 1503.” Privy Seal Register, p. 142.

3 ¢ At Perth, 26th January 1516. Lands of Baldovy and Ardlare being in
our soverane lordis handis be the deceis of Cristane Oliphant relict of umquhile
Alexander Blare of Balthiock.” Privy Seal Register.
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In 1450 the King made Sir David Hay, of Yester,
guardian of young Laurence Oliphant, and in the same
year the boy was sent with the Earl of Douglas on his
pilgrimage to Rome. No doubt he felt it a lucky chance
to see the world in the train of the gallant and dis-
tinguished figure of the eighth Earl of Douglas. The
struggle between the Crown and the feudal aristocracy
was fought to the death between James II. and William
Douglas. He was born about 1425. As a little boy he
was knighted at the christening of the twin sons® of
James I. in 1430 ; he succeeded to the earldom in 1443.
The royal descent of his family made other great land-
owners look upon him with suspicion—as a recognised
danger to the throne. The head of the House of Douglas
died soon after the murder of James I., leaving two young
sons; the eldest, who succeeded to the honours of the
house, only fourteen years old. This boy and his brother
were murdered by the Regents on the Castle Hill at
Edinburgh in 1440. The oft-told tragedy and treachery
have left a lasting stain on the reign ; but the little King,
James II., who was present when the deed was done,
was only ten years old, and wept bitterly at the sight.
His guardians took no notice of his pitiful entreaties
that the boys’ lives might be spared. Eleven years
afterwards the King killed with his own hand the head
of the Douglas family.

The House of Douglas, instead of being crushed by
the death of the boys, continued to increase in strength.
William Douglas, who became the head of the family,
kept an army of five thousand men, some of them knights
and noblemen, as if he were a sovereign. Alliances were
made with the chiefs of clans, till the whole country was
practically in his power. The process was gradual,
and the King was very young. He had a boy’s admira-
tion for another boy five years his senior, who perhaps
seemed to him the embodiment of all that was chivalrous,
adventurous, and splendid. Many of the King’s friends

1 Alexander, born at Holyrood, 16th October 1430, died an infant. James,
afterwards James II., died 1460.
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must have seen with great satisfaction the preparations
of Douglas for a pilgrimage to Rome, and secretly hoped
that he would stay away for the three years his safe-
conduct permitted.

Douglas chose nineteen companions for his pilgrimage,
and among them was young Oliphant of Aberdalgie.
They started in August 1450, a princely train—includ-
ing James, the brother of Douglas, Lords Hamilton,
Gray, Salton, Seton, and Forbes. The cortége rode away
through Flanders to Paris,' where they were received
with marked honour by the French King.

Italy, then basking in the afterglow of her great out-
burst of creative genius, was going proudly forward into
the Augustan age that was soon to dawn. The travellers
from rugged Scotland saw all the splendour of her transi-
tion from the one to the other—and beheld the wonders
of the Renaissance. But to Douglas and his companions
the lessons of Italy were not wholesome. Douglas saw
in every great central city the triumph of the system his
whole race had for generations been trying to impose
upon Scotland. Each town was controlled by a powerful
family of huge wealth and absolute rule. He realised
the sovereignty of the Medici at Florence, the Sforza at
Milan, the Estes at Modena, the Gonzagas at Mantua.
Everywhere he would see the results of soldiers of
fortune founding petty kingdoms, and he would see these
kingdoms, each centres of light and learning, rising
successfully into independent powers. Doubtless, the old
hereditary ambitions, the old dreams must have stirred
his restless soul. In spite of all the honour which he
and his companies received at Rome both from the Pope
and the great Roman families, the splendour of their
reception, the charm and novelty of life in Italy, they
remained there only a few months. Douglas may have
suspected that absence from Scotland meant mischief to
his interests there, and in this he judged rightly. At

! In Paris Douglas took his youngest brother George, a child of thirteen, away
from school, and carried him with him towards Italy. To the great grief of
Douglas the boy died on the way. Godscroft, vol. i. p. 385.
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all events Oliphant rode with him in the spring, when
he went back to the tragic death that awaited him at
the hand of his friend and master. Although he was
made Lieutenant-Governor after his return, it was not
long before Douglas found his power at Court a thing
of the past. Tongues had been busy with his name;
the King was little more than a boy, easily swayed and
prejudiced, and he had been shown whither the pre-
tensions of Douglas were leading. He was taught that
the Crown was not able to bear the encroachments of
Douglas ambition, the increase of Douglas power. Prob-
ably he had never decided on the death of his friend.
Douglas was with the King in Edinburgh in January
1452. A month later came his l~st fatal interview at
Stirling — the two young men in furious quarrel, and
the end of the claims and the life of Douglas at one
stroke of the King’s dagger.

The event threw the great families of Scotland at
once into two camps; those who drew to the King’s
side, and those, like Angus and Huntly, who followed
the standard of the four young Douglases, brothers of
the murdered William, in their campaign of vengeance.
Oliphant must have made his choice also; whatever may
have been his private feelings about the death of William
Douglas, his travelling companion and friend, he chose
what was in the end the winning side.

In the Parliament held by James III, in 1463,
Laurence Oliphant appears as Lord Oliphant. The
precise date when James II. conferred the title is not
known. Shortly after Oliphant received this honour,
he married Isobel, the daughter of the Earl of Errol,
Constable of Scotland. :

The records of the day give an idea of Lord Oliphant’s
appearance when he first took his seat in Parliament.
In 1455 an Act had been passed regulating the dress
in which the members were to appear.

“ Ane mantill of rede ryth sa oppinnit before, and
lynyt with silk or furryt with cristy gray, grece or
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purray, togidder with ane hude of the samyn clath and
furrit as said is.”

If any lord appeared without this dress he was fined
ten pounds.

Three years before, in 1460, Laurence Oliphant had
founded a monastery at Perth. There had been no
Franciscan Order of Greyfriars there till this time.! The
building stood near the walls at the south side of Perth,
and existed for a hundred years; but, as its records
perished in the tumults of the Reformation, nothing is
known about it. The monastery was attacked and pulled
down by a fanatic mob in 1559. Its grounds lay vacant
for twenty-one years, when the waste space was turned
into a public graveyard.

For some reason not now traceable, the burghers of
Perth appear to have been at feud with Lord Oliphant.
What the quarrel was about will now never be known,
but in a document still extant, Lord Oliphant absolves
the Alderman and Council of Perth—

“for now and ever of the doune casting of the House of
Dupline and of the spoilyation of it and Aberdalgie in
special, and of all and sundrie actions, quarrelis, and pleyis,
debatis, questionis and demandis depending betwixt us
and them.”

Dupplin was afterwards rebuilt by Lord Oliphant,
who may have made it his chief residence. Sir John
Cunningham, writing two hundred years later, tells us
that Lord Oliphant adorned

“one of the seild rooms in Dupplin, now demolished by
ane enemy to antiquity, with the names of his ancestry.
All the onginal wreats and evidents of these lands before
King David the Bruce his days supposed to have been
burnt and destroyed at the burning of the House of
Aberdalgie.”

The next mention of Lord Oliphant is in 1467, when

! Mr Maitland Thomson, in the Scots Peerage, vol. vi. p. 540, points out
that the date is too early ; but sees no reason to doubt that Lord Oliphant was,
at some time, the founder of the Perth Greyfriars.
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he was present at the debate concerning the marriage of
James ITI. with Margaret, Princess of Denmark. The
marriage was celebrated four years afterwards, at Holyrood,
when the King was seventeen. In 1471 Lord Oliphant
was placed on the Committee of the Estates, one of
those to whom was given

“the ful power and strength of the hale thre Estates of
this realme, beand gatherit in this present parliament to
advise, determyne, tret, and conclude eftir as thai fynde
in their wysdomys, the materis concerning the weilfare
of ane Soverane Lord.”

It is evident that Oliphant stood high in the King’s
counsel from this time till the end of the reign. His
name appears now and again in the accounts of the
Lord Treasurer, and as having attended Parliaments.
He was appointed one of the sixteen who in 1482 tried
Lord Lyle for treason. In 1484 he was sent as
ambassador with nine others to the Court of Richard
IT1. at Nottingham. Richard gave safe conduct for
the escort of two hundred horsemen. They reached
Nottingham on 11th September, and next day the
ambassadors went to the King.

“The King beyng in his gret chamber, undyr his clothe
of ryall estate, and ther one of the ambassadors purposyd
a oracyon, and delyvered to the King’s grace a commis-
syon under the gret Sell of Scotland for the abstiness of
were (war) by tweyen England and Scotland, and another
commissyon for the marriage tweyene the prince of
Scottis and one of the Kyngnes blood.”?

The negotiations were happily concluded by the
signing of a treaty of peace, and a compact of marriage
between the young Prince of Scotland (afterwards James
IV.) and Anne, King Richard’s niece.* Lord Oliphant
was one of those named to act as guardians of the truce
between the two countries by land and sea. He was

! Gairdner’s Letters of Richard III.
? The marriage never took place. Richard III fell at Bosworth field four

months after the treaty was signed. Lady Ann was the only daughter of John,
Duke of Suffolk.
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also appointed one of the Commissioners for settlement
of the marches, and to depute certain persons to see
that the bounds of Berwick were marked out according
to the stipulations of the truce.

A change of sovereign brought no change in the
fortunes of Lord Oliphant. He seems to have been a
man marked out for distinction and honour, whatever
the party in power. It is certain he faithfully served
James III., but after the tragedy of the King’s murder
at Beaton’s Mill in 1488, we find him high in the councils
of the young James IV. The boy having been led or
coerced into the fatal rebellion against the father whom
he had never seen, experienced the pangs of a lifelong
remorse, and showed it by seeking advice and help, not
from the rebel lords whose plots had placed him on the
throne, but from those tried friends and servants of his
father whose help was still available. Lord Oliphant’s
name appears again and again in the Parliaments of
the new King in appointments as Judge, Sheriff, and
Justiciar. Moreover, in 1489, when the King, then six-
teen years old, set forth on his enterprise of war to the
Castle of Dumbarton, Oliphant went with him.? The
stronghold was held by the rebel Lennox and others.
The young King besieged it himself for six weeks, and
finally took the castle. The great gun, *“ Mons Meg,”® went
with him to do the work at Dumbarton. The gunners
got eighteen shillings of drink-silver for carting her.

In 1491, Lord Oliphant was one of the Lords of the
Privy Council, and in the following years was one of the
Commissioners who were sent to search the Continent
of Europe to find a suitable queen for James IV. The
Commission and a train of a hundred men went through
England, with a safe conduct from Henry VII. They
went no further than France to find the bride. The
three estates voted extra money for the ¢ honourable
hame-bringing of a queen.”

! The Oliphants in Scotland, p. xxxiv.
2 Accounts of the Lord High Treasurer, vol. i. p. 125.
3 Now at Edinburgh Castle.
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Lord Oliphant and the rest were in Scotland again
before the close of the year in time to sign and seal the
truce between Scotland and England. In the next year
Oliphant was still on the Committee of Estates in con-
nection with arrangements for the King’s marriage. It
might have meant a better fate for James had the French
alliance been possible. He did not marry for twelve
years, and in a Tudor wife experienced the discomforts
of all the Tudor headstrong passions and prejudices. But
Oliphant did not live to see his master married. In 1495
Lord Oliphant and Lord Drummond are styled in a
Decree of Privy Council “Venerable faderis in God.”
On 24th August 1497 Lord Oliphant sent a present to
the King, perhaps from his gardens at Dupplin. There
is record of a payment in the Lord Treasurer’s accounts

“to ane man of Lord Oliphant that brocht plowmis to
the King.”?

This detail brings to a close nearly all that is known of
the first Lord Oliphant. He must now have been an old
man. He lived till the close of the century, though he was
not living in April 1500. His life had been full of interests
and excitement ; he had his full part in national affairs.

Nothing was more fatal to the peace of the country
and to the royal supremacy in Scotland than the system
of manrent which, continuing for some centuries, gave to
subjects the powers of a King,—practically conferring on
an overlord the control of an army at demand. The
position of a noble was decided by the number of agree-
ments he had been able to obtain from less powerful
chiefs. It meant allegiance to the greater, and protection
to the lesser, magnate; a network of alliances for the
support of feudal authority. Successive royal govern-
ments were unequal to the task of checking a system
so harassing to the Crown.

“ There is nothing manifests the power and greatness
of this noble Lord (Oliphant) more than the Bonds of

1 Plums were again brought from the second Lord Oliphant in 1503. Lord
Treasurer’s Accounts, vol. ii. p. 385.
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Manrent he had of many gentlemen of the first rank, who
were obliged to attend and serve him in peace and war,
when required.”?

In the Gask charter chest is a collection of fifteen of
these Bonds of Manrent—the first dated 1468, and the
last 1547.2

This power, wielded by one man, might have led to
mischief enough; but Oliphant was a Royalist and a
courtier. His power, however objectionable to the
Burghers of Perth, was at the service of the throne.

He had served four King James’s, and outlived the
tragic deaths of three of those victims of evil destiny.
In spite of insurrections and aggressions, he had seen the
fortunes of his country grow steadily towards security
and importance. He died full of years and honour; but
there is no record to show where or when he died, or
where is his place of burial.

To Laurence, Lord Oliphant, and his first wife, Isobel
Hay, daughter of William, first Earl of Erroll, were born
the following children :—

1. John, who was second Lord Oliphant.

2. William, who by marriage with Christian Suther-
land of Duffus, Strabrook, and Berriedale in
Caithness, became Oliphant of Berriedale, and
was ancestor of the Oliphants of Gask.

8. Laurence, appointed by the Pope Abbot of
Inchaffray, 16th November 1495. He was
killed at Flodden.

4. George, known as Oliphant of Balmakcorne.

5. Margaret, contracted to George, Master of Angus,
in 1485 ; but the match was broken off.

The second wife of Lord Oliphant was Elizabeth

Cunningham of Glengarnock.*

There are two mentions of John, the eldest son of

! Douglas,

2 For a full list of these bound to serve Lord Oliphant see the Oliphants in

Scotland. His immediate neighbours, the Rollos of Duncrub, and Moray of
Abercairny, were among them.

3 She survived him, and was married again to Sir John Elphinstone of Airth.
Scots Peerage, vol. vi,

D
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the first lord, during his father’s lifetime; one in a suit
against him by the Abbot of Lindores in 1488, and again
in 1492, when an action was brought against him,
together with his father, for “the inordinate execution
- of thare office of Sherefschip.” A bond of mutual
manrent between Lord Graham and John, Lord Oliphant,
in April 1500, proves that the first lord was then dead.
John outlived him only sixteen years. He was present
at the Parliament held at Edinburgh in 1503, and was
a witness to James IV.s marriage settlement with
Margaret Tudor in March. In the Treasurer’s accounts,
dated 20th February 1506, is the following entry :—

“To Johne Beg, messenger passance to the Beschopes
of Dumblane - Dunkelden the Lordis Oliphant and
Drummond to cum to the Cristenyng of the Prince 10s.”?

Seven years afterwards, all his hopes shattered, his
hearth bereft, Oliphant was at the first Parliament of the
infant James V. at Perth.

John Oliphant had married, in his father’s lifetime,
Elizabeth Campbell, daughter of Colin, first Earl of
Argyll. The children were:—

1. John, engaged in infancy to marry Margaret,
daughter of William, first Loord Ruthven. She
was required by her parents to fulfil the con-
tract, 15th June 1494. She refused to do so as
she had no carnal affection for the said John,
who may be said to have had a lucky escape.
She afterwards married four times, about 1499,
1508, 1518, 1534. Three of her husbands died
violent deaths, and one was divorced. John
must have died without issue before 1505.

2. Colin, who was killed at Flodden, married Lady
Elizabeth Keith,? and left two sons, Laurence,
afterwards third Lord Oliphant, born about
1505, and William, born after 1506.

1 This was Prince James, son of James IV., and Margaret Tudor, born at
Holyrood, February 1506, who died within a year—one of the five children of the
family, who all died in infancy.

? She survived him, and married secondly William, Lord Sinclair.
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8. John, a Burgess of Perth, in July 1531. He
married Margaret Swinton, and left children.
Nothing remains to show when they were born or where
the family lived.

The shadow of Flodden falls at this time upon the
history of Scotland. It was the last enterprise of a
king whose sympathies were rather with deeds of ancient
chivalry and the days of knighthood than with the
intriguing and vehement spirit of the sixteenth century.
Henry VIII. was threatening France with invasion, and
France turned to her old ally, Scotland, for help. The
Scottish King replied in the old way by at once invading
England. It was a wonderful host that arose at his call
—a mighty feudal army a hundred thousand strong. The
great vassals of the Crown called out the lesser vassals,
the Highlands and Islands sent their men, every family
sent its soldier, all Scotland contributed to swell the host
that at the heels of the impetuous James poured over the
Border, on a quarrel that was none of theirs. But there
was no enthusiasm for the cause, for a war undertaken
at the call of a foreign power, to settle a far-off quarrel
between two alien nations. T'wo hundred years before the
field of Bannockburn gathered together the “flowers of the
forest.” But Bannockburn was fought on a national issue,
and resulted in national independence. Flodden neither
avenged nor undid the work of Bannockburn; it left no
fruits of victory. The tragedy of Flodden is that it is
a history of life sacrificed in vain; a great disaster that
leads nowhere and to nothing. The fight lasted three
hours, and ten thousand Scotsmen fell on the field.
Happy for the knightly spirit of the King that he him-
self was among the dead. In every household there
was mourning ; over all Scotland clung the dire shadow
of bereavement. The best, the noblest, the strongest
had answered to the King’s call, and marched away
under his standard never to return.

The House of Oliphant was left desolate as the rest.
Lord Oliphant had sent forth his son, the Master, and
his brother, the Abbot, and both were killed; the father
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did not long survive. He died in 1516, three years after
the death of his son, leaving his name and great possessions
to his grandson Laurence, the third Lord Oliphant, then
eleven years old.

Never was an emptier victory to England than that
of Flodden; though the results of the battle were, it is
true, greatly to the detriment of Scotland. The death of
the King placed once more an infant on the throne, and
threw the power of the kingdom into the hands of who-
ever could manage to retain the guardianship of the baby
King. Queen Margaret, then in her twenty-fourth year,
seemed to the people, in the first flush of their despair
after Flodden, the fit Regent and guardian of her own
royal child. She was a capable woman, but resembled
her brother, Henry VIIIL, in so far that treachery was
natural to her; she trafficked with England almost
openly. The nation saw the danger in time. Henry’s
anxious effort was to get the little King and his brother,
the infant Duke of Ross,! into his power, by inducing
Margaret to bring them across the Border. Instantly
the nobles and gentles of Scotland were divided into two
camps—those who supported the Queen, and those who
were resolved against her influence and England’s inter-
ference. The hopes of this latter party lay with the
Duke of Albany, son of a brother of James III., and the
next heir to the throne, who lived in France, and who
was now summoned to return to take up the reins of
the Regency.

Meanwhile, within a yeer after Flodden, the Queen
Widow of James IV. had married again. She chose as
her husband the young Earl of Angus, representative of
the great House of Douglas—a bad choice for Scotland.
For a short time the supreme power of Scotland was in
the hands of Angus and the Douglases. What fatality
might have ensued we do not know had Margaret
remained on good terms with her young husband; but
their interests were soon divided. When Albany came,

! Alexander Stuart, Duke of Ross, sixth child of James IV. and Margaret
Tudor, born 1514, and died the following year.
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Parliament settled to remove the King and his infant
brother, the Duke of Ross, from the dangerous custody
of the Queen, but in the years that followed James V.
was the hapless pawn in the game played by all the
nobles in their contentions and ambitions—now in the
power of one faction, now of another—till he won his
own freedom at last by escaping out of the hands of
the Douglas family when he was sixteen years old.

At Dupplin or at Aberdalgie the whole training of
the two Oliphant boys would be devoted to strengthen-
ing loyalty to the Scottish party and the King. Nearly
the whole nobility was ranged on the side of Albany
against the Queen Mother and Angus. The struggle
over the person of the King, and between the rival
factions of a distracted country, went on from the time
that Lord Oliphant was eight years old, all through his
youth, till manhood fitted him to take a part in his
country’s affairs.

The shadow of Flodden hung darkly over his early
years. He and his brother were old enough to know
the sad meaning of the name, and to realise that all
the happenings of which they heard in childhood—the
tales of raid, slaughter, burnings, sieges, and retreats,
the cruel violence of the times, the uncertainties and
treacheries which shadowed their horizon—were traceable
to the bitter disaster which had left them fatherless.
The boys were probably sent to school, for Scotland,
in the midst of her calamities, had part in the general
revival of interest in classical learning, the advances of
printing, and the onward movement of intellectual life
all over Europe. In 1499 an Act was passed decree-
ing that all barons and freeholders must send their
sons to school at eight or nine years, to stay until
they knew Latin. Afterwards they were obliged to
study law for three years.

While their education went on, the two boys would
soon learn on which side their sympathies were to be
thrown, in the vehement disputes which distracted the
country. Brought up to fidelity to the ancient church



54 “A HOUSE VERY LOYALL TO THE STATE” [Cuar.

of their race, they would see with distrust the immense
changes of the Reformation beginning to work and to
grow. Over the civilised world the agitations of the
new thought were changing all political and social life.
The Oliphants were staunchly Catholic; they served a
Catholic King and a Catholic Government, and believed
in the possibility of turning back the great tide of
national religious thought which was soon to begin to
set steadily towards reform. !

Lord Oliphant was seven years older than the King,
and attained manhood just as James V. emerged from
childhood and knew himself a prisoner. It was a great
hour for the loyal nobles when the emancipation came,
and he finally threw off the thraldom of Angus and
the Douglases. The Parliament of 1528 was the most
momentous of the reign, a triumphant scene for Lord
Oliphant and the other Royalists present, when the Bill
of Attainder was passed against Angus, which set James
finally free, and declared the Douglas land, life, and
goods to be forfeit. Angus entered upon an active
rebellion; but rebellions were everywhere. The King
was destined never to know peace; the desolation of
civil war swept unceasingly over his kingdom. He never
forgave the Douglases, who had caused him to pass his
youth in a torment of captivity under the name of
protection.

Lord Oliphant attended the Parliament which met
at Edinburgh in 1541—the year before the King’s death.
The laws against heresy had been strengthened, and
the clergy warned to amend the scandal of their lives,
which brought endless discredit on the ancient Church.
The Government now proposed to pass a law enforcing
respect

“for the honor of the haly sacramentis, for worship to

be had to the Virgin Mary, and that na man argun the
Pope’s auctorite.”

James V. never realised the difference in the national
characteristics that made English methods impossible
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in his own kingdom. To so devout a son of the Church
the shadow of heresy was one of the darkest that gathered
about him in the last dark days of his life. The inglorious
defeat of Solway Moss added the last touch to the end-
less bereavements and distresses of his career. He had
no longer any hold on life. True to the destiny of his
race, he was fated, while still young himself, to leave
his kingdom to the inevitable stress and storm of
successive regencies, under the nominal reign of an
infant. This had been the history of the Crown for a
hundred and thirty-six years.

Most of the chief nobles of Scotland had ridden
forth in the raid that ended in the disaster of Solway
Moss. Lord Oliphant was among those taken prisoner;
others were Cassilis, Glencairn, Maxwell, Fleming,
Somerville. Thomas Dacre writes from Lanercost, about
the battle, to the Privy Council on 9th December 1542 :—

“ Besuching your good Lordships for the love of God
that every mans service that was doon that day may be
trewlye tryed. . . . I besuche your good Lordships to
be good lords to this berer this gentilman, who has done
the Kings Majestie good service at all times, and specially
at this last journey, and he can declare as miche thereof
as any man can, for he was bothe at the begynnyng and
at the ending, and he tuke the Lord Oliphant prisoner,
and delivered him to Maister Wardein to send to the
Kings Majestie.”’

At the time of the King’s death at Falkland, three
weeks after the battle, Oliphant was on the southward
road on his way to an English prison. Dacre appointed
his own servant, George Pott, to attend on Lord
Oliphant. On 16th December Dacre and his prisoners
were at Newark upon Trent.

“Therle of Glencarne, the Lord Olyphant and dyvers
others be crased, so that we think it wolbe Tuesday late
at nyght befor we can come to London.”?

! Hamilton Papers, p. 324. 2 1bid. p. 385.
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On 20th December he was in the Tower of London
with the others who had ridden with him. Afterwards
they were confided to the care of English noblemen.
News came to him of the King’s death, and of the birth
of his daughter, the Princess Mary; also a report of
Mary’s death, which must soon have been contradicted.
The captivity to which all these Scots prisoners were
subjected was made as pleasant as possible. Henry VIII.
saw in them the prospect of powerful help, and had no
desire to embitter the existence of men who might, with
a little tact, be made convenient instruments towards
the absorption of Scotland. He saw, too, that they
might be more useful to his cause if at home in Scotland
rather than scattered throughout English castles. There-
fore the Scots’ lords were well entertained, given presents
by the King, and pleased with promises of liberty. All
were exceedingly anxious to get home to Scotland, for
in those days to be away from his estates might mean
danger and loss to a man who had won and held them
at the sword’s point. Henry knew their anxiety, and
did - not intend to let his valuable prisoners go for
nothing. The annexation of Scotland had never seemed
so near. Nothing but the frail life of the baby Mary
stood in the way. If she died, so much the better;
if she lived, she could be married to his son Edward.

To Henry it seemed as if the dream was to come true
at last. From the prisoners disgraceful promises were
extorted. They were to help Henry to get possession
of the person of the baby Queen, and of Cardinal
Beaton, with others who might stand in Henry’s way,
and to betray the chief fortresses of Scotland into his
hands. In return he offered them liberty and peace.
The prisoners were then set free. The group of traitors
went back to Scotland,' having agreed and set their
hands to an article binding them to support Henry
in Scotland. Cassilis, Glencairn, Maxwell, Fleming,
Somerville, Grey, Erskine, Angus, and Bothwell, some
of the proudest names in Scotland’s history, are on this

! Hamilton Papers, p. 367.
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roll of shame. The signature of Lord Oliphant is not
there ; he, too, won liberty and rode back to' his home,
but not by this base betrayal. Whatever may have
been the means of his freedom, he never signed the
discreditable document.

The old custom of leaving an eldest son as hostage
still prevailed. Lord Oliphant and Lord Fleming were
obliged to yield their boys in order to regain liberty. At
this time, however, such captivity entailed no hardship.
The young Master of Oliphant, then fifteen years old, was
merely sent into the household of I.ord Duresme at
Darlington, a small sacrifice to secure his father’s liberty
at a time when his absence might mean ruin to the house.
It is not known how long the boy may have remained
in the charge of Lord Duresme. When in the Augnst
after the meeting of the first Parliament of Queen
Mary’s reign, 1543, the treaty with England was ratified
at Holyrood, Arran, then Governor of Scotland, sent
word to the King of England,

“to keep the Lord Fleming’s heir, and the Lord Oliphant’s
heir, which do now by pledges in England, for the
Governor would be loath to ly in pledge any other of

his friends, and he will enter bonds for the payment of
their ransoms.”’

The Governor also writes to the King on 25th August
1543 :—

“We desire that it suld stand with the plesoure of
your Majesti to reserve the sonnis of the Lords Flemyng,
Exrskin, and Oliphant, lying all reddy in England, for to
be ostages in the roume of the thre baronis; quhilk beand
done sall not alanerlye (only) hald the saidis Lordis (now
being in number of thame that has usurpit,) in grett feir
and dreid to attempt aganis the Commoun weill of this
realm, but sall unliknis keipe utheris noble men at home,

whose power and counsale is necessar to the dounsetting
of this insurrection.” *

We have Sir Ralph Sadler’s account of this first

! Sadler’s State Papers.
2 Hamilton Papers, p. 661.
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Parliament, March 1543. He gives the names to Henry
of those who might be open to a bribe; but again the
name of Oliphant was not among them. Sadler describes
Oliphant as “most hard to manage,” and Lord Herries
chronicling events says that

‘“many noblemen and in special those who were prisoners
and had left their sons pledges for them in England,
repented their hasty conclusion and by general consent
resolved to cross the business.”

The promise to yield up the ¢ Daughter of Scotland ”
at ten years old to England was the clause that caused
“great sticking among them.” The Solway prisoners
who had been ready to betray their country were now as
ready to break their word. But even had they kept
troth, the country would never have ratified the terms of
Henry’s proposals. Lord Oliphant signed the answer of
the Scottish lords in January 1542-1543. The nobles
must have known enough of the general temper of the
country to be aware that any promises made to Sadler to
part with the baby Queen Mary would not be redeemed.
Nevertheless, the farce went on, and Sadler was able to
write to the King of England, on 25th August 1548, that
the treaties were ratified and confirmed in Edinburgh,

“ which was solemnly done at the High Mass, solemnly
sung with Shalms and Sackbuts in the Abbey Church of
the Holyroodhouse.”

But Henry VIIL. got neither the castles nor the
crown, nor Cardinal Beaton, nor the little Queen, for
Mary, then seven months old, was carried away by her
loyal subjects from Linlithgow to Stirling Castle, her
engagement to Henry’s son broken off, and her corona-
tion solemnised. Scotland kept her independence ; paying
for it with the distresses of a five years’ war with
England. In December 1543 Lord Oliphant was present
at the Parliament held at Edinburgh. The Reformation
was gaining ground, for among the lords there “ was gret
murmure that heretikis mair and mair rises and spredis.”
Oliphant lived to hear of the doings of the Parliament of
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1560, which turned Scotland officially into a Protestant
country. He did not himself attend the Parliament, and
he remained a Catholic. There is no record of what
part he may have taken in national affairs during the
regencies. He lived to see the young Queen married to
Darnley in 1565, and died the next year.

The third Lord Oliphant married Margaret, daughter
of James Sandilands of Calder. His children were :—

1. Laurence, afterwards fourth Lord Oliphant.

2. Peter, who got the lands of Turin and Dromy, and

was the ancestor of the Oliphants of Langton.!

3. William, who died without leaving legitimate
children.?

4. Catherine, married first to Sir Alexander Oliphant
of Kellie, and secondly to George Dundas of
Dundas. She died 12th December 1602, leaving
issue.

5. Margaret, married first, 1553, to William Moray of
Abercairney, and secondly to James Clephane
of Carselogie—by whom she had six children.
Thirdly to Ninian Bonar, younger of Keltie,
without issue. She died 1580.

6. Jean, married 1550, to William Moncrieffe of
Moncrieffe, and had issue.

7. Lilias, married 1561, to Robert Lundie of Balgonie.
They had five sons and eight daughters. She
died before 1588.

Of Laurence, the fourth Lord Oliphant, born in 1529,
we hear first in 1543, as an hostage for his father, at the
house of Lord Duresme at Darlington. The records of
his career show him to have been an ardent supporter
of Queen Mary. As the point in the history of the
Oliphants is now reached where the Oliphants of Newton
and Gask make a distinct branch, it is not possible to
follow out the history in detail of the Lords Oliphant;

! He married first Jean Hepburn, natural daughter of Patrick, Bishop of Moray,
and widow of Ross of Craigie ; secondly, Agnes Collace, widow of James Rollok
of Duncrub. By his first wife he had six sons.

2 He left a son Walter, and a daughter Catherine ; the latter married in 1607
Andrew Miller, tailor, South Queensferry.
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but it must here be told that the fourth lord who
succeeded his father in 1566 was one of those who
assisted at the mock trial of Bothwell for Darnley’s
murder, 12th April, and was one of the nineteen lords
who signed the fatal bond to Bothwell at * Ainslie’s
supper” (19th April 1567), with all its wicked clauses,
declaring it inexpedient that the Queen, then nine weeks
a widow by the death of Darnley, should remain un-
married, and that their host, Bothwell, was not guilty
of Darnley’s murder, and was fit to be the Queen’s
husband. This was the bond which Bothwell, five days
later, showed to the despairing Queen to induce her to
consent to the marriage, when he had carried her off to
Dunbar. Events followed fast in the dark days of Mary’s
downfall ; a flood of disastrous circumstances sweeping
her away to destruction.

Lord Oliphant, only three months after Darnley’s
death, was present with eight other Scottish lords at the
grim Protestant wedding, where “neither pleasure nor
pastime was used "—the blackest spot in all her tragedy.
The day after the wedding Oliphant was admitted by the
Queen to be of her Privy Council. He was one of those
who had two secret meetings with Bothwell to discuss how
she might be delivered from Lochleven, and his name is
among the twenty-seven who entered into a bond, at
Hamilton, to stand by her. :Again he was one of the
twenty Scottish lords who wrote to Queen Elizabeth
from Largs, 25th July 1568, when Mary had been two
months a prisoner in England, to ask for her release. He
was one of the sixteen appointed by Queen Mary in her
prison at Bolton Castle, 1569, to advise with Chatelherault,
Huntly, and Argyll on the affairs of the kingdom. Six
months afterwards Lord Oliphant was at Inverness with
the Regent Moray in the baby King’s service. But the
murder of the Regent early in 1570 raised the Queen’s
men again into activity. Lord Oliphant joined in the
march on Edinburgh from Linlithgow in April; by
September he would seem again to have relapsed, and
to have “becum obedient.”
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His history from first to last is a stirring record, on
account chiefly of private feuds; his character is indicated
in the following account :—

“Few gentlemen of his surname and soe of small
power, yet a house very loyall to the State of Scotland,
accounted no orators in their words, nor yet fooles in
their deeds.! They do not surmount in their alliances,
but content with their worshipfull neighbours.”?

! Lord Oliphant raised a fine monument to his name in the Castle of Newtyle
in Forfarshire, which he built to command the pass from Strathmore to Dundee.
It is a noble ruin still bearing the date 1575, the oldest specimen of any Oliphant
building still remaining. It was afterwards sold to Halyburton of Pitcur, and is
now the property of Lord Wharncliffe.

2 MS. in the Public Record Office, London.



CHAPTER 1V
OLD LIFE OF SCOTLAND

To understand the double descent in male and temale
line of the Oliphants of Gask from the Lords Oliphant,
it is necessary to go back to William, the second son of
the first lord, who married Christian Sutherland of
Berriedale in Caithness, and was afterwards known as
William Oliphant of Berriedale.

The story of the life of Christian Sutherland—this
remote ancestress of the Gask family—is an illustration of
the evil times that could fall to the lot of a woman in
those early days, if she had the misfortune to own
property.  Caithness, in the last half of the fifteenth
century, was the scene of perpetual feudal warfare, of
endless feuds, of wild aggression, of fierce revenges.
Generations were to pass before this remote district was
to be brought into line with the requirements of modern
civilisation, and meantime, it merely formed the ground
for the hostilities of several great families — first the
Cheynes and the Guns, and later the Sinclairs, Sutherlands,
and Keiths. Christian was born into an extremely un-
desirable inheritance, having the misfortune to be a great
heiress. She inherited Duffus in Moray, Strabrock in
West Lothian, and Berriedale in Caithness.

The date of Christian’s birth is not known; but her
father, Alexander Sutherland, died in 1480, while she was
still a minor. After his death “her marriage was in the
King’s hand.” James IT1. made the most of the valuable
asset of the person of Christian and her broad acres. He
sold her to Laurence, first Lord Oliphant, who paid a

! Acta Dominorum Concilii, p. 63.
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heavy price to secure her in marriage to his second son
William. The marriage was accomplished before 1489,
as there is a charter’ of that date regarding any heirs
that might be born. No sooner had the marriage taken
place than her uncle, William Sutherland of Quarrelwood,
in Caithness, a younger brother of her father, brought a
case to prove Christian illegitimate.® Quarrelwood seems
to have borne some implacable grudge against her. The
illegitimacy suit was a serious affair, not only for her peace
of mind, but also for Lord Oliphant, who must have felt
that his money had been riskily invested. The case came
before the Sheriff, and was given in her favour in April
1494 ; but an appeal was made to the spiritual court, and
it was finally carried to Rome and fought out during
several years, till settled by a decree arbitral about 1507,
when Duffus went to the opposing claimant, and Christian
got the Caithness lands.

The expense of the defence fell upon Lord Oliphant.
During the progress of the litigation he extended his
protection to the unhappy Christian, and to his son, her
husband, William Oliphant, maintaining them in his own
house. Doubtless it was a large gathering for which he
made himself responsible, and the hospitality was a strain
on the family resources. Whether the home was made
at Dupplin or at some of the other Oliphant strongholds,
does not appear, nor are dates available to place these
events exactly. Perhaps the eight children of /William and
Christian may have been born during this troublous time,
when the wife did not know that she could claim any of
her inheritance or even her name. The children were :—

1. George, died 1511.

2. Charles, died 1517-1518.

8. Andrew. He contracted to marry any one of the

three sisters of John, Earl of Caithness, in 1520
—the sister to be chosen by the Earl. Andrew
died before March 1529-1530.

! Martin’s Coll. of MSS, Advocates’ Library, Edinburgh.
2 The circumstances are mentioned in a deed given in the Oliphants in
Scotland, charter 114,
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4. Laurence.!

5. Helen, married Thomas Mowat.
6. Katherine, married Isoun.
7
8

. Janet.
. Another daughter, said to have been married to
George Gordon of Coclarachie.

There is a charter, dated 12th August 1497,* granting
the lands and barony of Strabrock in Linlithgow, and also
Caithness estates to William and Christian and their son
George, and failing him, to Charles. There is no mention
of Andrew, who may not have been born at the time. A

picturesque glimpse can be seen of Christian on her lands
in Caithness.®

“Sasine given by Cristane Sutherland of Duffus, lady
superior of the half lands of Reis and Akirgill, who passed
with John Mowat as Bailie to the ground of Akyrgill and
there near the toft (?) of the House of Knappo, she gave
possession to Alexander Birsbane of the Akyrgill, com-
manding the bailie to do the same in name of William
Oliphant her spouse, which he did, a fire there being first
extinguished and again lighted in name and on behalf of
Birsbane. The bailie then passed to the town of Reis,
and there without delay at the Hall of Reis, gave Sasine
to Birsbane of half the lands of Reis by earth and stone,
first extinguishing the fire and again kindling it in the
name of Birsbane; the bailie then taking a great horned
ox with a mixture of red, feeding on the lands and leading

it away with him in token of such sasine. Done on the
lands 15th March 1497-1498.”

George Oliphant, the eldest son, was alive in 1507,*
and died in 1511. His brother Charles was murdered by
his great-uncle, William Sutherland, or his friends and
successors in Caithness. William Oliphant, the father,

! Laurence, third Lord Oliphant, in an obligation to Andrew Oliphant,
promises to hold this Laurence in household with ‘‘ane honest servand, and
gyfl he plecis nocht to remain wyth me, I sall giff him yeirlie twenti £1 monie
efter the said Andrew’s decess he havand no aris maile.” Oliphants in Scotland,
charter 113.

* Oliphants in Scotland, charter 63.

* Laing’s Charters, p. 235.

¢ Martin’s Coll. of MSS.
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was dead when this deed was done. He died in 1509.!
Christian and the one remaining son, Andrew, were left
to seek what vengeance they might, but justice was not
easily obtained. The case was submitted to the arbitra-
tion of John Lord Forbes and two others, 17th March
1517.> The end of the affair has not come to light.
Christian, who had married again Sir Thomas Lundin of
Pratis, died between 1517 and 1526, leaving Andrew to
the storms and disquietude of his great inheritance. He
bore the strain and stress for a very few years. His
uncle, John, second Lord Oliphant, died in 1516. Andrew
waited only till the third Lord, born in 1505, attained his
majority in 1525, and he then took measures to rid him-
self of what he felt was an intolerable burden. He did
not feel capable of protecting his vast possessions, and
he had no son to inherit them. Nothing is known of his
marriage, except that he had three daughters, Margaret,
Katherine, and Helen. It is evident he had no wish to
see them, as heiresses, suffer as his mother had suffered.
He therefore resigned his estates in Caithness to his
cousin, the third Lord Oliphant. The document® of Con-
firmation under the Great Seal of a charter by Andrew
Oliphant of Berriedale in favour of Laurence Oliphant
of the lands of Berriedale and others, is dated 20th May
1526. All the sorrows and bitterness of Andrew’s heart
are in the paper. He sets forth the array of the family
misfortunes: the deadly enmity of Quarrelwood, the
painful dependence of his parents during the lawsuit,
the dreadful and cruel death of his brother Charles, the
impossibility of living on his own estates ‘without the
danger of death from the insults and plots of his enemies.”
Still a young man, his words are those of one who has
suffered the storms of a long and unhappy life; he is
only anxious to shake off his responsibilities, to make
some reparation to the successors of his grandfather, the
first Lord Oliphant, for all the impoverishment the
Caithness affairs had caused. Lord Oliphant, on his

1 Gask Papers. 2 Oliphants in Scotland, charter 111.
3 Ibid. charter 114,

E
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side, was to undertake to find husbands for Andrew’s
three daughters ;

« giff it sall happin the said Andro mane Eemm to deces
and nodet have na aris maile to be gottin of his body,
that I and my aris sall of nyne and that cost and expenss
caus be maireit all the dochteris gottin or to be gottin
lauchfullie be the said Andro apon laudit men, as mony
as the said Andro providis nodit in his tym.”!

It is difficult to understand why Andrew, who at this
date was probably about twenty - eight or less, should
have given up all hope of male heirs; his daughters?®
must have been little children at the time. However,
no son was born, nor did he find prospective husbands
for his little daughters before his death in 1529.
Nineteen years after Lord Oliphant got the Caithness
estates, he was called upon to fulfil the obligation towards
the three cousins. He lost no time in doing so. It
would seem natural enough to give the eldest daughter
Margaret to his own brother, William Oliphant of Newton,
thus keeping the promised dowry in the family. She was
married to him between June 1545 and the following
January. Very soon after the second sister Katherine
was married to James, son of Andrew Oliphant of Binzean.
The contract of marriage® is dated 12th January 1545,
and James Oliphant engages to

‘“ contract marriage and solemnyssat the samin in face
of halye Kirk” “betwix this and the fest of Candilmas
nixttocum.”

Neither bride nor bridegroom could write their names.
The contract is signed James Oliphant and Katherine
Oliphant, “with our handis led at the pen be me Sir
James Fentton Notar Publict.” :

As to Helen, the last of the three sisters, record is
silent, but in all likelihood Lord Oliphant found a ¢ landit
man” for her also.

1 QOliphants in Scotland, charter 113.

2 There were five daughters altogether, but two died young. Scots Peerage,
vol. vi. p. 542,

% QOliphants in Scotland, charter 122.
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The descent in the male line of the Gask family from
the Lords Oliphant is in William Oliphant of Newton the
husband of Margaret Oliphant of Berriedale. He was the
second son of Colin, the Master of Oliphant, who fell at
Flodden. The following list of the children of William of
Newton and his wife Margaret, the daughter of Berriedale,
will show how many of the Oliphant families derive their
descent from the second Lord Oliphant.

1. Laurence, from whom are descended the Oliphants
of Gask, the Oliphants of Orchardmill, the
Oliphants in Holland, the Oliphants of Ure, the
Oliphants of Souterton, and Tomperran.

2. John.

8. A son whose name has not been discovered.
Alexander Albany Herald is claimed to have
been the third son, and the father of the first
Laird of Condie. Alexander’s wife was Janet
Oliphant, and their son Laurence, first of
Condie, was undoubtedly grandson of William
of Newton, but whether on father or mother’s
side is not known. From this couple are
descended the Oliphants of Condie, the
Oliphants of Rossie, the Oliphants of Kinnedder,
in Fife.

4. Colin.

5. Andrew, styled fifth son.

The life story of William Oliphant of Newton is not
easy to see clearly. The date of his birth, as before-
mentioned, was between 1506 and 1513. His boyhood
was probably passed at school, according to the law of
the land, and his home would be with his brother, the
third Lord Oliphant, at Dupplin. Nothing is recorded
of him in his youth; the first glimpse is in a charter’
dated 1538. In 1543 he had acquired right to the
west half of the Newton of Forgandenny lands, lying
across the river from Aberdalgie and Gask. From this
possession he was styled Oliphant of Newton ; the charter
is from Crichton of Freudraught, and is dated 22nd

! Oliphants in Scotland, p. 349
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November 1545. It is said that the House of Condie
was built about 1545 by William Oliphant of Newton,!
and was then called Newton House. If so, it is probable,
as 1545 was the year of his marriage, that he and his
wife Margaret lived there, and that their five sons were
born there.

Looking to the latter half of his life, the only part of
which record remains, it is clear that William Oliphant
was not a man of peace. Whether from their own
aggressions, or from the turbulence of neighbours, both
he and his nephew, the fourth lord, were always to the
fore in the private feuds and skirmishes of Perthshire
and Caithness. One of the first documents of the reign
of James VI. concerns a quarrel between the Oliphants
and Lord Ruthven, Patrick Murray of Tippermuir, and
others. The King was a year old—he is called in the
document, which is dated 27th July 1567, “King of
Scottis,” although the coronation did not take place till
two days later.

William, fourth Lord Ruthven, afterwards first Earl
of Gowrie, has been described as having a keen appetite
for private revenge’ What the original dispute with
the Oliphants was about is not now discoverable. The
wonder is that Ruthven, then deeply implicated in the
stormy events of the history of the day, could have had
time to do the work of a private thief in a cellar.?
He was a son of the third Lord Ruthven, who, a dying
man, had broken tempestuously into Queen Mary’s
presence, clad in armour and without announcement,
to lead the murderers of Rizzio. He is described as a
man of savage manners, and perhaps on that account was
felt to be a suitable gaoler; the Queen was placed at
Lochleven under his charge and that of Lord Lindsay.
On the ist July Ruthven insisted on being present when
Melvil interviewed the Queen, and on the 24th played
his part in forcing her deeds of abdication.

! Or and Sable, p. 343.

2 Fraser Tytler, Hist. of Scot.

3 It is strange that the traitor Ruthven should, through the marriage of his
daughter, bave been the grandfather of the great loyalist, Montrose.



1V.] RAIDS AND FEUDS 69

On the 29th he was present at the coronation of the
baby King. Between these two events he had, on the
21st July, been in Perth with Patrick Murray, Thomas
Monypeny, Williame Flemyng, and Walter Pyper,
burgesses, and certain other persons, and had

“spulzeit and tuke fra the said William Oliphant out of
a cellar ‘certain vittal with gold, silver and other geir
belonging to him, being for the time in the said cellar,
and they knowing perfectly that the complainer would sue
them therefore,—thereupon they daily sell, annul, dispose
and put away their lands, heritages corn, cattle and goods
in defraude of the said complainer their creditor,” ¢ tending
thair throw to frustrate him alluterlie, to his grete hurt
and skayth and expres againis justice.” ”

It was ordered to be proclaimed from the Mercat
Cross at Perth, and other places, that the offenders should
not be allowed to sell, pawn, or dispose of any of their
property, nor should their “bairnis” or their *friendis”
receive any property from them. Nothing more of the
story is recorded. Possibly William Oliphant got his
cellarful of valuables back again, or their equivalent;
but the Oliphants continued on bad terms with the
Ruthvens till a reconciliation, fifteen years later.

William Oliphant and his nephew, the fourth lord,
appear about this time to have been specially tempted
to violence, generally traceable to differences of religious
opinion, in an age when tolerance was unknown. Two
episodes concern Gask itself, of which there is at this
period so little recorded, that the stories are here given,
as they appear in the “Register of Privy Council.” The
date is 25th September 1570.

“ Complaint at the instance of John Duncan ¢ Auld
Jhonne’ in the Kirkland of Findogask against Laurence
Oliphant and Gilbert Young, Walter Perny and John
Stewart of Nether Findogask. They came at Lord
Oliphant’s instigation to the old man’s ‘maling’ at 11
o'clock at night while he was ‘uponne his own rig,
looking at the corn, Soliter his alane in sober and quyet
manner.” There they set upon him, striking him with
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their  battones and blunt end of their staffis and wappins,
bostit straik and dang him on his bak, face and schulderis,’
and then carried him away prisoner to Dupplin Castle’
‘where he is still a captive.””

No light is thrown upon the motive for the outrage or
upon the character of Auld Jhonne. Nothing appears
to have been done, beyond ordering his release from
Dupplin.

Again, on 16th August 1571, at the instance of
William Melrose, minister at Findogask, the following
persons were summoned, Laurence, Lord Oliphant,
William Oliphant, his ¢ father-brother,” John Oliphant,
his servant, and various other Oliphants and Friskens.
The complainer appeared personally and said :—

 On 4th August they came to the Manse of Findogask
and there masterfully destroyit and pat to the ground his
naill chamber, cuttit the ruife of it and destroyit the
lofting of the same. So that the same William, being
true Minister of the Word of God, was utterly destitute
of a place wherein he might study and make his residence,
for serving of the  parochinaris’ of Findogask, both to his
utter ‘wrak and heirship’ and to the ‘parochinaris great
loss of wanting of his accustomed service in the said
Kirk.””

The indignant minister got justice. Lord Oliphant
was ordered by the Regent and Council to pay him
within twenty days thirty pounds for damage done, and
to permit him to

“cast faill and divot and to win stanes within my pairt
of the said chalmer again.”

The aggressors had carried away all the timber “ quhilk
was portabill.” The origin of the attack is not stated.
This was in August; a far worse affair is recorded on
20th September — when ILord Oliphant with various
members of his family, including his uncle, William of
Newton, was said ta have killed James Ross, son of

! There was a ““ Thievis Hole” at Dupplin.



1v.] RAIDS AND FEUDS 71

the deceased Thomas Ross of Maitlands. The story is
difficult to disentangle, owing to the confusion of fierce
feudal disputes between neighbours and kinsmen. The
original quarrel seems to have been between the Oliphants
and a branch of the Rosses of Craigie. John Ross of
Craigie was Governor of the Spey Tower in Perth, a
strong prison, only demolished a hundred years ago.

In July 1571 the Rosses expelled Jane Hepburn,
widow of Thomas Rose, now wife of Peter Oliphant
of Turingis, from the house and fortalice of Malare.
Probably Jane had been left in possession under the will
of her first husband, and saw no sense in giving it up
when she chose a second.

On the 20th September of the same year, the Oliphants
were concerned in a broil with Ross of Maitland, in the
course of which James Ross was killed. A year passed,
and again in September Lord Ruthven and the Ross
party, two hundred in number, went to Dupplin and
beseiged it, hoping to have killed Lord Oliphant. They
took some of the servants prisoners and kept them in
irons at Perth.

The career of the fourth Lord Oliphant was certainly
not wanting in interest and excitement. To the private
quarrels, battles and revenges which made up the
ordinary life of a Scottish country gentleman in those
days, were added a part in all the great historical de-
velopments of the hour.

Of his domestic life little is known. He had married,
in 1551, Margaret Hay, daughter of the seventh Earl of
Erroll. She died before 1598. Their children® were :—

1. Laurence, Master of Oliphant, married, 1576,
Christian, daughter of William Douglas of Loch-
leven.

2. John, who was of age in 1588. His father gave
him a charter of a great part of the Oliphant
lands, including Newtyle, a powerful stronghold.
Though only a younger brother of the real

! A natural daughter, Katherine, married first James Weymss of Lathockar,
and second Hugh Hay. ;
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master and an uncle of the fifth lord, he is
styled Master of Oliphant, which has given rise
to some confusion.

8. William, styled “of Gask” 1595. He married

Katherine, daughter of John Brown of Fordell.

4. Elizabeth, married William, tenth Earl of Angus.

5. Jean married, 1586, Alexander Bruce of Cultma-

lundie.

6. Euphame, married James Johnston of Westerhall.

The Lords Oliphant were among the largest land-
holders in Caithness. The property included six castles,
of which Berriedale and Auldwick were the strongest.
Accounts of all that went on there in the way of feud
and foray make it easy to realise that it was not a
desirable heritage. The Sutherlands in Duffus must
have been unpleasant neighbours, nor did the absolute
rule of the Earl of Caithness tend to promote the ends
of peace and justice. At the fortress of Auldwick, which
still exists, Lord Oliphant was besieged in 1569 for eight
days, by John, Master of Caithness. There was no well
in the keep, which accordingly was taken. The Caithness
possessions caused infinite uneasiness in one way and
another. No man could hope to hold the aggressions
of his neighbours in check unless he lived on the land
and could command his feudal army in person.

As it was impossible for Lord Oliphant, with all his
Perthshire interests to protect, to do more than make
occasional visits to his northern castles, it was decided
at last that his uncle, William Oliphant of Newton,
should take charge of the Caithness estates. This was
about the year 1583. William Oliphant was at the
time at least seventy years old—perhaps nearer eighty—
a very great age in those days, and it was no light task
to take control of such property.

In the month of July 1583 he was established in the
house of Thrumster with his household of servants.
The Sinclairs at the time had just had their hereditary
powers of life and death reduced, by decreet of the
Lords of Council and Session, “as a power strange and
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unsufferable.” The Earl of Caithness, then a minor, had
appealed to be appointed Justiciar as his fathers had
been. The Council decided against him. It is not
recorded in what way the Oliphants were involved in
the matter—but the year following, in July 1583, David
Sinclair, a natural brother of the young Earl of Caithness,
came with a body of men at night and forcibly turned
William Oliphant and all his servants out of his house
of Thrumster, seizing the crops and all the goods and
gear. In September following the same David came to
the fortress of ¢ Tusbuster and Braiwin,” and violently
ejected Lord Oliphant’s servants, taking possession of
goods and gear. Dame Margaret Hay, Lord Oliphant’s
wife, who was in Caithness “for doing of her lawfull
affairis,” could not remain in the country. Lord Oliphant
carried the matter before the court, and obtained decree
against the Earl of Caithness, who took no notice, but
continued to harry the Oliphant lands. He was then
“put to the horn,” and charged to go into prison in
the Castle of Blackness.

Very little more is known of William Oliphant. In
1586 he bound himself to infeft his eldest son ILaurence
in Newton. He died in 1588, leaving, as already stated,
five sons.

Possibly after his death, the fourth Lord Oliphant
was obliged to go personally more frequently into the
wild Caithness country. He died there on 16th January
1593, and was “ buried in the Kirk of Wik.”

Of Laurence, Master of Oliphant, eldest son of the
fourth lord, several exploits are on record, ending in
the tragedy of his disappearance.

He married in 1576 one of the ‘“seven pearls' of
Lochleven,” Christian, the second of the seven daughters
of William Douglas® of Lochleven. The bride must

1 The other six “‘ pearls ” were (1) Margaret, married 1574 to John Wemyss ;
(2) Mary, married in 1582 to Lord Ogilvy of Deskford ; (3) Euphemia, married
1586 to Thomas Lyon, Master of Glamis; (4) Agnes, married 1592 to seventh
Earl of Argyll; (5) Elizabeth, married before 1590 the ninth Earl of Erroll ;
(6) Jean, died unmarried.

2 Afterwards fifth Earl of Morton.
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have been very young;' but she would be able to
remember Queen Mary at Lochleven. There were two
children of the marriage: — Laurence, afterwards fifth
Lord Oliphant, born 25th March 1583 ; Anna or Agnes,
who married in 1599 John, eighth Lord Lindsay of
the Byres.

Christian’s short married life was chequered with a
thousand anxieties, for her husband, the Master, was
seldom out of trouble, being as full of rash and head-
strong plans, as given to violent methods, as ready to
take offence, as were any of his forebears in wilder times.
The first of his fatal quarrels was the slaughter of
Traquair.

The Earl of Mar was married at the Castle of
Kincardine in Strathearn, the seat of the Earl of
Montrose in October 1580. Among other guests, the
young King James was there, for the bridegroom of
eighteen was his old playmate and schoolfellow “Jockie
o’ the Slaits.” The bride was Anna Drummond second
daughter of David, Lord Drummond.?

Lord Ruthven was present with his retinue at the
festivities, and when these were over he rode with his
eighty followers on the homeward road to Perth. The
direct route lay past the lands of Dupplin, where his
enemies, the Oliphants, watched the cortége riding through
the valley. Ruthven was imprudent enough to approach
too nearly the stronghold of Dupplin Castle. Probably
no harm was intended; but at all events the presence
of the little party so near the gates was interpreted as
an act of bravado. An infuriated band of Oliphants
and retainers led by the Master rode forth from the
gates, prepared to fall upon Ruthven’s little force, which,
totally unprepared for hostilities, broke into flight, their
leader among the rest. Five or six horsemen, however,
stood their ground. Among these was young Alexander
Stewart of Traquair, who without the slightest intention

! Her parents were married in or before 1565.

* She died before 1692, for in that year Lord Mar married again, Marle
Stewart, daughter of the Duke of Lennox. One child was born of the Drummond
marriage, John, Earl of Mar.
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of showing fight, desired to remonstrate with the Master
for a violent and unprovoked attack. While holding his
ground with this view, the young man was unfortunately
shot dead, by one of Oliphant’s followers. The deed,
says Godscroft, was “sore against Oliphant’s mind and
to his great grief.” The Master was brought to trial
in the following December for the murder of Traquair
s with a poisoned bullet”; the criminal proceedings came
to nothing, either through powerful influence, or because
of evidence that the Master had given no orders to fire.

The Oliphant’s feud with the Ruthvens debarred the
family from taking part in the great doings of the day.
Eventually the Master of Oliphant brought the quarrel
to an end in his own way.

“On the night of the 20th of March 1582 at nyne
hours, the Master of Oliphant came to the Lord Ruthven,
now Erle of Gowrie, his chamber, without sword or aine
other weapon and offered himself to his will.”

The result was a complete reconciliation. The sequel
was the Raid of Ruthven.

1t is obvious that by this time the Oliphants had
abandoned the faith of their forefathers, for the raiders
represented the Protestant party, dividing sharply the
two factions, and making Scotland realise that her
questions of politics were in fact questions of religion.
No Catholic was among the little group who held the
King prisoner at Huntingtower, and went with him to
Perth and Stirling.

The Raid of Ruthven was a bold and well-contrived
plot which placed the Presbyterian party in full power
for nearly a year. The Master of Oliphant was among
the leaders of those three thousand armed men who,
intercepting the King, who had been to Perth on a
hunting expedition, on his way back to KEdinburgh,
carried him a prisoner to the Castle of Ruthven. It
seems at this distance an almost incredible feat for a
handful of subjects to possess themselves of the person
of the Sovereign and to wield through him the supreme
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power of the realm. The young King, a mere pawn in
the game, was wholly at the mercy of his captors; he did
as he was directed, and said what he was told to say.
The Master of Oliphant attended the Parliament held in
Holyrood on 19th October 1582, when the King was
made to say that the Ruthven raiders had done “the
dewtie of maist loving subjectis to their soverane Lord
in their repairing and abiding with His Majistie.” Not
till June of the following year did King James, eluding
the grasp of the Protestant lords, escape to St Andrews,
and call to his side his old friends and favourites.

A new plot was formed within a few months to over-
throw again the power of the King’s advisers, and specially
the inordinate influence of Arran. One of the objects of
the conspiracy was the seizure of Stirling Castle, and in
this attempt the Master of Oliphant was again to the
fore. Most of his fellow conspirators fled to England;
but, unfortunately for the House of Oliphant, the Master
and young Robert Douglas of Lochleven, his wife’s
brother, obtained license to travel for three years,
24th December 1584. Neither of these young men was
ever heard of again. They were reported to have perished
in a fight with the Dutch, and their young widows® lost
no time in marrying again. Christian Oliphant only
waited one year. She married, 9th January 1586,
Alexander, first Earl of Home.

No proof of the death of either Oliphant or Douglas
was ever brought forward. Many years afterwards, about
1600, there was a rumour that the two men were known to
be alive as captives at Algiers. A petition was presented
to Queen Elizabeth that an expedition should be sent

“ for the relief of the Master of Oliphant and the Master
of Morton reported to be made slaves by the Turks and
to be now detained in captivity in the town of Algiers, on
the coast of Barbary.” *

! Robert Douglas had married in 1582 Jean Lyon, second daughter of John,
eighth Lord Glamis. There was an only son, William, afterwards sixth Earl of
Morton. After her husband’s disappearance she married in 1587, Archibald,
eighth Earl of Angus, and again in 1593 Lord Spynie.

% The document is printed in the Oliphants in Scotland, p. 141.
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There is no evidence that anything was done in the
matter, and it is possible that the gallant spirits of the
two adventurous Scots were ground under the iron heel
of the cruellest captivity then known to the world. A
tablet has been placed in the English church at Algiers
to their memory,

%1584. Laurence, Master of Oliphant, the Master of
Morton and other banished Scottish gentlemen enslaved
at Algiers, whence they were probably never released.”

The end of the terrible story will never now be known.
Its results, as far as the Oliphant family was concerned,
were disastrous. The death of the fourth lord in 1593
left the family honours and estates in the hands of the
unfortunate Master’s young son, then ten years old. His
upbringing would be Protestant, as it was in the hands of
the Douglases, his mother’s family. At the age of fifteen
he was sent abroad,' and seems to have returned from his
travels a Catholic. Owing to this change the fifth lord
never took his position in the councils of his country.
He seems to have had but little regard for public affairs.
He married, in 1603, Lilias Drummond, eldest daughter of
James, first Lord Maderty, and had an only daughter
Ann, who married, as his first wife, in 1624, Sir James
Douglas of Mordington.

In spite of a feud between himself and his uncle,
John,” who was slain before 1604, Lord Oliphant wished
to preserve the peerage in the male line. He therefore
resigned his honours in favour of Patrick Oliphant, his
first cousin, and son of his uncle, John. This arrange-
ment seems somewhat strange, as he had in the month
of May, 1617, attempted to murder Patrick. Patrick,
however, was not killed, and it must be supposed the

! There is a passport, dated 8th December 1598, authorising ‘‘the bearer
hereof the Lord Oliphant Scochman presently travelling to the Court with three
servants, to be provided with four sufficient able post horses and a guide.”
Calendar of Border Papers, vol. ii. p. 581.

2 John called himself Master of Oliphant, and was so called by courtesy.
He and his nephew lived in open hostility. John came to the Castle of Newtyle
‘“‘violently brake up the yettis, surprised and took the Castle, stuffit it with
men, victual and armour and held it for a long space thereafter.” Oliphants
in Scotland, p. 64.
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quarrel was patched, since Lord Oliphant subsequently
did all he could to secure to Patrick the honours of his
house, in preference to his own daughter Ann.!

The fifth Lord Oliphant died in 1630, and leaving no
heir male, was succeeded in his estates by his first cousin,
Patrick, whose right to the title was the subject of a
celebrated Peerage case between Patrick and Ann. The
decision of the court was in the following terms :—

 They found that none of the said parties could claim the
said honours, but it remained with the King which he
might confer to any of them that he pleased.”

The honour was therefore merged in the Crown. Patrick
Oliphant was by a new patent created Lord Oliphant,
1633, as Charles decided that the heir male should have
the title, and Sir James Douglas, Ann’s husband, should
be called Lord Mordington, with the precedency of
Lord Oliphant.

All the great estates of the Oliphants were dissipated
by the fifth lord. A paper in the Gask charter chest
calls him ““ane base and unworthy man,” apparently on
the grounds of his spendthrift proclivities. He certainly
did get rid of large tracts of land, and reduced the main
line of the family from affluence to poverty, but except
for this, there is nothing worse in his record than belongs
to the record of most men of his time and class.

Muirhouse was sold in 1605; the dissipation of the
Caithness estates began in 1606 ; Kellie *in 1613 ; Newtyle
and Auchtertyre in 1617. Aberdalgie, Dupplin, Gask,
and Kinprony followed as the years went on.

In the year 1625 Lord Oliphant’s cousin, Laurence
Oliphant, grandson of William Oliphant of Newton,
bought the lands of Gask.

! Aun Oliphant, born after 1603, married Sir James Douglas of Mordington,
as his first wife, in 1624. Their children were William, second Lord Mordington,
born 1626 ; James, born about 1638 ; and Anne, married seventh Lord Sempill.
Lord Mordington married again after Ann’s death, Elizabeth Hay, widow of
Hugh, Lord Sempill, and died 11th February 1656.

2 Kellie had been in the Oliphant family for two hundred and fifty years.

The dormer windows of the castle are said to be the work of the fifth lord
in 1606.



CHAPTER V
THE HOUSE OF GASK

WE now come to the story of Gask. It is easy to cherish
remembrance of all in our ancestry that was self-sacrificing
and courageous, and to bring to those great memories
the best reverence of the heart. But the past claims
more than this. Much of what happened in the far-off
days, in the lives that were lived from the earliest
glimmerings of history, the words spoken, the actions
done, bring a sense of shame and wonder. In this record
there are deeds of which we cannot be proud, deeds from
which have sprung only sorrow and loss.

But, still in the half darkness, the race was struggling
towards a better understanding of life and what life
means. The progress grows clearer as the student
watches one generation after another arise and pass away,
playing their parts through the storms of feud and war,
and the perilous times of peace, towards the broaden-
ing out of national life.

It will' be remembered that William Oliphant of
Newton was the younger son of Colin, Master of
Oliphant, who fell at Flodden. He died after 1588, and
was succeeded by his son, Laurence, known as Lang
Laurence. His other children have already been
mentioned. The first glimpse of Lang Laurence is as
a witness to a deed in 1571. He was pursued before the
Sheriff in 1576 “ touching the spoilation of Henry Ogilvy
of ane grey horse.” He married Mary Rollo,! daughter

1 There is a letter in the Gask charter chest from George Crawford, the
Peerage writer, to Laurence Oliphant, sixth Laird of Gask, stating that Crawford
had seen the contract of marriage in Lord Rollo’s charter chest. There is also
a deed proving the marriage in possession of the Oliphants of Condie. (MS.
by James Robertson of Lude, 1839.)

79
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of Andrew Rollo of Duncrub. Dates of his birth,
marriage, and death are wanting; but he was dead in
1601. His children were:—

1. Laurence, afterwards the first Laird of Gask,
supposed to have been born about 1575.

2. William of Orchardmill, ancestor of the Oliphants
of Orchardmill and of the Oliphants in Holland.
His will is proved 7th August 1674.

3. John, of whom nothing is known except that he
had a son, Laurence, who was at Insterbrig in
Prussia in 1641.

4. Margaret, married 1594 to Robert, illegitimate son
of Robert Scott of Easter Balbarton (of the
Balwearie family).

Laurence Oliphant of Ross and Lamberkin, and after-
wards of Gask, eldest son of Lang Laurence, married
before 1606, Lilias Graeme of Inchbrakie, the widow of
William Colville of Condie. Lilias Graeme was the
youngest of the five daughters of the second Laird of
Inchbrakie and his wife, Marjorie Rollo.! Lilias had
two daughters by her first husband, Catherine and Marioni
Colville of Condie, and he was alive in 1601, as that
was the year in which he sold Condie to Laurence
Oliphant, servitor of William Oliphant, King’s Advocate.
Between 1601 and 1606 there is no exact evidence of
the events in the life of Lilias,” but during those years
her husband died, and she married Laurence Oliphant.
His cousin, the fifth Lord Oliphant, was disposing of
his great estates, and bit by bit Laurence Oliphant bought
the lands of Gask; first, the lands of Ross in 1610,
then Lamberkin in 1614, then Keirprow, Clathybeg and
Keirwoodhead. He bought Cowgask from John, Earl
of Montrose. His Great Seal charter is dated 1625, from
which date he is known as Oliphant of Gask. The home
of the family was at the house of Ross during the first

1 The other daughters were Cristane, married to Drummond of Balloch ;
Nicholas, married to Maxtone of Cultoquhey; Annas, married to Robertson of
Fascally ; and Catherine, married to Campbell of Monzie (Or and Sable).

2 14th August 1606 Sasine in favour of Laurence Oliphant in Alchanaschie,
and Lilias Graeme, his spouse, in the sunny half of the mains of Cultoquhey.
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twenty years of their married life. From Ross the two
Colville daughters of Lilias were married ; the youngest in
1613 to Sir James Murray of Tippermuir, the eldest! in
1621 to Mr John Murray, minister of Kinkell and Gask.?
The six children of Laurence and Lilias Oliphant, four
boys ® and two girls, were all probably born at Ross :—

1. Laurence, second of Gask.

2. Patrick, who is described as a “son of Laurence
Oliphant of Gask, and a sister of Bishop
Graham,” was laureated at the University of
St Andrews in 1632, and being at the New
College there, was certified for probationary trials
to the Presbytery of Perth, 29th January 1634.
He was afterwards minister of Fetlar and Unst
in Zetland. He married Margaret, daughter
of James Mowat of Barrafirth. He left a son,
Thomas, who was a sailor on board the Unicorn,
belonging to the Company of Scotland, trading
to Africa and the Indies, and a daughter, Lilias,
who, in 1708, was resident at Suttertown
(Souterton) in Strathearn.* Patrick had also
a daughter, Katherine. He was the ancestor
of the Oliphants of Ure.

3. James,” who married Janet, daughter and heiress of
Henry Riddoch of Tomperran; she survived
him, and was alive in 1706.° He was styled of
Tomperran, and afterwards of Souterton. He
held a commission, dated 4th February 1669,
in the Perthshire Militia. He was buried in
“the Laird of Gask, his brother’s sepulchre”
at Gask, 5th April 1676.

1 Catherine Colville was still alive in 1672, when she writes a letter to
Laurence Oliphant ‘“my brother Germane.” He was, however, only her step-
brother. She had at least two sons.

2 See page 98. Mr Murray was the illegitimate son of William, second Earl
of Tullibardine.

3 There was also an illegitimate son, Alexander, mentioned, in 1621.

* Fasti. Scot., vol. v. p. 444.

5 Major Robertson of Lude, in his MS., states that James left two sons,
William (who had a son, Laurence, married to Beatrix Drummond), and
Laurence, who was a Writer to the Signet in Edinburgh.

6 Macfarlan’s Geneal. Coll., vol. ii. p. 124.
7 Session Records.

F
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4. William, mentioned in 1629 as portioner of Craigs
of Madderty. He was in Germany in 1635.
His only son, William, married his cousin,
Katherine, daughter of Patrick Oliphant,
minister of Fetlar. She was alive 1682.

5. Jean, married before 1629 to John Drummond of
Pitkellony, who was killed at Charlemont in
Ireland, where e was besieging the rebels in
1644. There was one child of this marriage,
a daughter, Lilias. Jean married, secondly,
Gavin, son of John Drummond of Culdees,
and had a son, Gavin.

6. Margaret, married February 1627, Alexander Inglis’
of Craigmakerran, Sheriff-Clerk of Perth. He
died before 1st July 1653. She died 80th May
1663 leaving a daughter, Lilias. A son,
Laurence, was alive in 1634. In 1663 an “ only
son,” Alexander, is mentioned.

The years of the married life of Laurence and Lilias
Oliphant were certainly not without troubles. Laurence
Oliphant himself seems to have been of a fairly peaceable
disposition ; but he certainly was involved in the feud
which caused the killing of Gilbert Gray in 1605. Patrick
Gray of Bandirran includes him in the discharge he
granted to Lord Oliphant in 1617. The William and
Laurence Oliphant, styled of Gask, who were implicated
in the murder of the boy Toscheach, of Monzievaird, in
1618, were uncles of the fifth lord—not to be confused
with Laurence of Ross and Lamberkin, and his brother.
William of Orchardmill. The charter of the barony of

1 ¢“In 1644 there isa complaint by Patrick Martin in Campsie against Alexande:
Inglis for assault and robbery. ¢Tho the bearing of Hagbuts and pistols and
convocation of the lieges is strictly forbidden by law,” yet Alexander came or
horseback and did pursue the said Patrick upon the mures of Craigmakerran
where Patrick was casting turfs, and Patrick, ¢ fearing his invasion, ran away,
but was caught and robbed of sword and pistols. A few days later Inglis came
again with thirty followers, burgesses of Perth, and his wife, Margaret Oliphant.
They took away fifteen head of cattle, which the Lords of Council ordered to be
restored. Alexander said he had a right to the cattle by virtue of a decree
obtained before the Sheriff of Perth, and Patrick contended that the said decreet
was illegal because he was cited on Sunday, ¢ being ane unlawful day.”” (Privy
Council Records.) Major Robertson in his MS. states that Margaret Inglis lef!
two daughters, and that the eldest, Margaret, married Archibald Butter o
Pitlochry, ancestor of the present Butters of Pitlochry and Faskally.
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Gask was on the old lines of that historic charter granted
two hundred and seventy years before to “our beloved
and faithful Walter Olyfaunt and his spouse, Elizabeth,
our beloved sister.”* Lord Oliphant now gave a charter
of Gask with all its woods and fishings, and special
liberty of fishing in the water Earn for three days in
forbidden time,

“to be held of the King in blench ferm fee, for yearly
rendering, if asked, at the feast of the Nativity of John
the Baptist, of a chaplet of White Roses.”

It is after the final purchase of Gask by Laurence
Oliphant from his cousin the fifth lord, in 1625, that the
Old House is seen inhabited. Part of the building is of
so much earlier a date that it must have been a habitation
for generations before ; but it is not possible to know who
lived there and what happened there. As soon as the
place of their dwelling is clear it seems as if the story of
the Oliphants emerges into light, for they are no longer
figures in an historical pageant, dim outlines in some
record of feud or battle, signers of obscure -charters,
witnesses of forgotten deeds.

When Laurence and Lilias are established in the
House of Gask there rises about the records of them a
sense of reality. They were in middle life. Jean and
Margaret, their daughters, were still with them. All their
sons were grown up. The days of their historical import-
ance were past ; they were settling down to quieter times,
to the serene life of country people, at a time when rights
and property were beginning to be more respected. Now
were formed those staunch friendships with other old
families of Strathearn, the Murrays, the Drummonds, the
Graemes, the Robertsons, which were to outlast many
generations. Doubtless, too, the Oliphants would be
intimate with their neighbours and kinsmen across the
Strath, six miles away—the family of Montrose at Kin-
cardine, where the seven children would be of about the
same age as some of the Gask sons and daughters. The

1 See page 35.



84 THE HOUSE OF GASK [Cuar.

Earl of Montrose rode about the country on his great horse
“ Grey Oliphant,” and by his side, on a grey pony, rode the
only son, destined to so splendid a career. Probably the
Gask stables were famous for some breed of grey horses,
for in several of the early Wills of the Lairds there is
special mention made of these.

All the married life of Laurence and Lilias Oliphant
was passed in a time of peace; Lilias alone was to see
the “Great Troubles.”

Laurence Oliphant, the first Laird of Gask, died 22nd
July 1632. He had been possessor of Gask only five
years. The following is an extract of his will :—

“I, Laurence Oliphant of Gask, being seik in bodie,
haill alwayis in spirit and of perfyt memorie . :
recommend my saull to God Almightie and ordeins my
bodie to be bureit in the earth within the Kirk of Gask,
reverently.”

He left a legacy to Lilias Drummond of Pitkellony his
“oy ” in remembrance of his love. His executors are to

“cause bild above my buriell plaice ane sufficient and
cumlie yle (aisle) with ane loft above the same.”

This is the first record of family burial in the Kirk of
Gask, where so many of his line were to lie in days to
come. To-day all is swept away, the old kirk with its
“cumlie yle,” and the loft. Within a stone’s throw of
the House of Gask it stood in its graveyard, only the
road and a stretch of grass between, and thither, through
the generations, the dead of the name were born for two
hundred and seventy years.! The southern portion of
the cemetery was considered the place of honour; but in
the case of the Laird, the burial was inside the church,
and the spot chosen probably immediately under the
family pew. It was also thought more respectful not to
bury too deep. It is possible to form a picture of the
scenes at a funeral in those days. Crowds of beggars

1 The old kirk was pulled down about 1801. In 1845 an Episcopal chapel
was built on the site by James Blair Oliphant, tenth Laird of Gask, and Lady
Nairne.



v.] THE “GREAT TROUBLES.” 85

surrounded the house from far and near, and within the
doors the real mourners were overwhelmed in a mighty
gathering of friends and acquaintances, whose absence
would have been looked upon as an insult, and for
whom the funeral ceremonies meant an orgy of eating
and drinking prolonged for several days.! There was no
religious service; that had been swept away as savouring
of popish practices. By the Church’s austere decree it
was a heathen festival.

Over twenty long years of widowhood lay before
Lilias Oliphant. There is a document with her signature
in the Gask charter chest, dated 1653. She watched
Scotland through the greatest crisis of her story. The
peaceful years were over. The Great Troubles affected
Gask as they affec<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>