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HISTORICAL RECORDS OF

descendants. The Barons of Balquhain were
wont to be created knights-bachelors, a dignity
then only conferred upon earls and great barons,
and many of them held the office of Sheriff-prin-
cipal, or chief magistrate, of their native county of
Aberdeen, which office was intrusted solely to the
highest nobility.

The following noble and distinguished families
in Scotland, Ireland, France, and Germany, are
descended from the family of Balquhain :—

I. The Counts LESLIE, in Germany.
II. The Lesuies of PircaPLE, from whom are descended
the Leslies of Old Craig.

II1. The Lrsuies of KINCRAIGIE.

IV. The Lesnies of WARDIS, baronets, from whom are
descended the Leslies of Warthill, the Leslies of
Bucharn, the Leslies of Clisson in France, the
Leslies of Dyce, the Leslies of Tarbet in Ireland,
and the Leslies of Glasslough, also in Ireland.

V. The Lesties of NEw LESLIE, from whom are descended
the Leslies of Kininvie, and the family of Leslie,
Earls of Leven.

VI. The Lesvies of CricaIE, from whom was descended
General Sir Alexander Leslie of Auchintoul.

VII. The Lesties of IDEN, from whom is descended the
family of Tytler of Woodhouselee.

VIII. The LesLies of CuLrrs, from whom was descended John
Leslie, Bishop of Ross in the reign of Queen Mary.

Sir George Leslie, first Baron of Balquhain,
married Elizabeth Keith, daughter of the Baron
of Inverugie, and by her had a son, Hamelin, who
succeeded him as second Baron of Balquhain.

Sir George Leslie died in 1351, and was buried
in the churchyard of Logydurno.
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Sir Andrew Leslie is documented by an inden-
ture, dated 24th November 1390, between Andrew
de Leslie, VIII. Dominus Ejusdem, and Norman
Leslie, his son and heir, on the one part, and
Andrew de Leslie, Dominus de Syde (third
Baron of Balquhain), his cousin, on the other
part, relating to the settlement of certain lands ; to
which indenture Andrew and his son Norman are
obliged to procure the confirmation of George de
Leslie, Dominus de Rothes, heir of entail to the
said Andrew and Norman. By this indenture,
Andrew de Leslie of Syde and Balquhain got a
grant of £13:6:8 of annual rent, out of the
lands of Leslie and Cushnie, from Sir Andrew
de Leslie, Dominus Ejusdem, and his son Norman.*

Sir Andrew Leslie seems to have been a turbu-
lent baron, and of very loose morals. He had a
numerous progeny of natural children, from whom
many Leslies are descended. The Leslies of
Buchanstone, Andrew Leslie of Cortashy, James
Leslie in Aberdeen, David Leslie in Meikle
Durno, George Leslie in Drumdollo, Andrew
Leslie in Pitscurry, and many others, were all
descended from, or were natural sons of, Sir
Andrew Leslie.

One of these natural sons, Andrew Leslie of
Pitscurry, was the cause of a great feud between
the Leslies and the Forbeses. He carried off the

* Retour of Charters, Signet Library, Edinburgh.
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daughter of Thomas Bisset of Balhagarty,
commonly called the Fair Maid of Kemnay, and
married her,—she being at the time betrothed
to Sir John Forbes of Druminnor, ancestor of the
Lords Forbes, and who was bailie to the Earl of
Mar for the lands of Balhagarty. Forbes having
gathered together a great number of men, attacked
the castle of Balquhain, and took and burned it.
This occasioned much bloodshed, for Sir Andrew
Leslie raised his friends, vassals, and followers,
and pursued the Forbeses into their own country,
and, in retaliation, destroyed the house of Sir
John Forbes, and devastated a great part of the
Forbeses’ lands, killing many of the people and
burning their houses.

It was probably in consequence of this feud
with Sir John Forbes, and because he had also
given offence to the Earl of Mar, that Sir Andrew
Leslie withdrew from Balquhain, and occupied
an old fortress on the almost inaccessible pinnacle
of Bennachie, nearly 2000 feet high, and not far
from the castle of Balquhain. Having repaired
this strong post, he remained there till he made
his peace with the Earl of Mar, when he returned
to Balquhain; but he still retained the fort on
Bennachie as a place of security.

It is said that, during his abode on Bennachie,
he made an incursion, accompanied by a large
body of retainers, up to Strathdon, and devastated
the lands, and carried off the daughter and heiress |
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1411.

1420,

Balguhain.

of the Baron of Cray, chief of the Clan Allan, and
who was called the Fair Maid of Strathdon ; others
say that the lady he carried off was a daughter of
Sir James Stewart of Inveravon, also called the
Fair Maid of Strathdon. It seems certain that by
one or other of these ladies he had a natural son,
Malcolm, to whom he gave the lands of Cults,
and whose great-great-grandson was John Leslie,
Bishop of Ross in the reign of Queen Mary.

Sir Andrew Leslie was Master of the Horse
under Alexander Stewart, Earl of Mar, and was
one of his chief commanders at the battle of Har-
law, fought against Donald, Lord of the Isles,
24th July 1411, about two miles from the castle
of Balquhain. In this desperate action Sir
Andrew Leslie lost six sons, in commemoration of
whom a cross was erected on the field of battle
and called Leslie’s Cross.

On account of another feud with the Forbeses,
Sir Andrew Leslie again withdrew to his fortress
on Bennachie, and a force was brought against
him under the Sheriff of Angus. Sir Andrew
Leslie, having assembled his friends and vassals,
came down from his stronghold, and gave battle
to his opponents at Braco, about two miles from
Bennachie, 22d January 1420. In the heat of
the action, his wife, Isabel Mortimer, came and
threw herself between the combatants, entreating
them to stop the carnage. But her efforts were
vain. Sir Andrew Leslie was slain, and many of
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Sir Andrew Leslie, third Baron of Balquhain,
was slain, as has been narrated, at Braco, 22d
January 1420, and was succeeded by his eldest son,
Sir William Leslie, fourth Baron of Balquhain.

Tae BATTLE oF HARLAW.
Fouvgrr 28mH JULY 1411.

NEAR this you'll see where famed Harlaw was fought,
When curst rebellion direful mischief wrought ;

Here dreaded Donald from the Isles came down,
Fired with ambition, to attack the crown :

Deep, cunning, artful, he, by various wiles,

Indeed the chieftain of the Western Isles.

Here Mar resolved the rebel force to try,

To tame his prowess, or, attempting, die.

The gallant Fraser, Baron of Philorth,

Of well-known courage and undoubted worth ;
The Keiths and Forbeses, in bright array,

By him were joined upon that dreadful day ;
Angus, high-sheriff, joined them, with the rest
Of Airly’s sons, in manly armour drest ;

From Aberdeen two hundred warriors came,
All clad in steel, and not unknown to fame :
Brave Provost Davidson led this.chosen band,
And bold Hugh Rose held next the sub-command.
Mar led the centre—the wings extend at large ;
All keen advance, in order to the charge;

The noble Keith joined Forbes in the van,
Who led his friends and bravest of his clan ;
Drum and the Leiths, and Leslies of Balquhain,
Upon the left the gallant Gordons join.

The signal given, loud pipes and trumpets sound ;
The direful charge the neighbouring hills resound.

First Keith and Forbes to the battle flew ;
The brave example all the rest pursue.

P W~
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1420.

1424.

1432.)

See App.

No. L.

1433.

1452.

SIR WILLIAM LESLIE,

FOURTH BARON OF BALQUHAIN.

Stk WirLiam Lesuik, eldest son of Sir Andrew
Leslie, third Baron of Balquhain, by his wife
Isabel Mortimer of Craigievar, succeeded as
fourth Baron of Balquhain, on the death of his
father, 22d January 1420.

Sir William Leslie was esteemed a man of
great prudence and valour, and he received the
honour of knighthood at the coronation of King
James I., 1st April 1424.

Willelmus de Leslie de Syde (Balquhain) is a
witness to a charter granted by Alexander de
Seton, Lord Gordon, to William Forbes of Kin-
aldie, dated 30th June 1432. \

Alexander Stewart, Earl of Mar and Lord of
the Garioch, granted to William Leslie of Bal-
quhain a charter of the lands of Selby and
Lochtillok, in the district of the Garioch, in the |
county of Aberdeen, dated at Kildrummy, 10th
December 1433.

Sir William Leslie was one of the principal
officers and commanders under Alexander, Earl of
Huntly, at the battle of Brechin, fought, 18th
May 1452, against the Earl of Crawford, who was
in arms against King James IL, to avenge the
death of his confederate, the Earl of Douglas.
In reward of his services and undaunted bravery,







12

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF

CHAP. I.

William,

Fourth

Baron of
Balguhain.

1457.

1460.

See App.
No. 1L

depute of Aberdeen, which gave a deercet in
favour of James Skene of Skene, against Joneta
de Keith, and her uncle Sir William Keith, Great
Marischal of Scotland, regarding the lands of
Ledoch of Skene, the Kirktown of Skene, and
various other lands, at Aberdeen, 21st February
1457. :

Sir William Leslie, 5th March 1457, resigned
the barony of Pitcaple into the hands of the king,
James I, in favour of David Leslie, his son by
his third wife, Euphemia Lindsay.*

Sir William Leslie had a seat in parliament,
and was one of the committee of parliament for
the reduction of the earldom of Mar from the
Lord Erskine, at the instance of the Crown, before
the Lord Lindsay, Justice-General. The com-
mittee of parliament consisted of Alexander, Earl
of Huntly; William, Earl of Errol; William,
Dominus Keith, Martial Scocie, George Dominus
Leslie de Rothes; William Leslie de Balquhane,
and others. The decreet of reduction is dated
5th November 1457.

Sir William Leslie got a charter, 27th March
1460, from Alexander Leslie, first Baron of that
Ilk, of the lands of Bracach, the Quyltis, the
Milton of Knockenlewis, and the Drummis, in
the barony of Leslie, in the regality of the Garioch,

* Collections for Shires of Aberdeen and Banff, p. 530, note ;
Spalding Club.
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succeeded his father as seventh baron, 16th April
1496.

William Leslie was a proud and boisterous
baron, though he lived very honourably according
to the fashion of his time. Kennedy, in his
Annals of Aberdeen, narrates that on Sunday 1st
October 1525, William Leslie, Baron of Balquhain,
Alexander Seton of Meldrum, and John Leslie of
Wardis, three potent barons in the Garioch, in
revenge of an injury supposed to have been done
to them, entered the City of Aberdeen at night,
with their confederates and retainers, numbering
eighty men, armed with spears and other weapons.
They attacked the inhabitants with great fury.
These instantly flew to arms, and gave battle to
the invaders. After a bloody conflict, in which
eighty citizens, including several magistrates,
were killed or wounded, the invaders were re-
pulsed and driven out of the town. On a com-
plaint made by the citizens to King James V., the
affair was investigated, and was finally terminated
by the arbitration of certain bishops and nobles.
At Aberdeen, 12th February 1527, before the
Lords-Justices and Componitors, William Leslie of
Balquhain and John Leslie of Wardis entered
into an obligation for themselves, their kin, friends,
tenents, servants, adherents, and partakers, that
they would not molest, vex, inquiet, or trouble,
the provost, bailies, council, community and
inhabitants of the burgh of Aberdeen, or any one
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of them, in any manner of way, in time coming,
in their persons, lands, or goods, otherwise than
the law will, under a penalty of £2000.

After this affair, great precautions were taken
by the Magistrates of Aberdeen to prevent the
recurrence of such an assault. The ports or gates
of the burgh were ordered to be repaired; the
vennels, back-dykes, and waste places, to be built
up ; a watch to be kept by sixteen persons every
night, and two sentinels in every steeple by day,
to give the alarm on the appearance of any horse-
men ; all able men to be supplied with culverins,
cross-bows, hand-bows, and shooting-pieces; ten
additional gunners to be engaged for the artillery,
and wappenshaws to be held weekly.

At this time also, as John Leslie, Bishop of
Ross, informs us in his History of Scotland, great
feuds existed among the barons of Aberdeenshire,
and particularly between the powerful families of
Leslie and Forbes. A sharp war was carried on
between these two families, in which many barons,
gentlemen of great consideration, and others of
inferior rank, fell, and many murders were com-
mitted. Almost the whole of Aberdeenshire came
to be engaged in the quarrel, most families siding
with one party or the other, so that the county
was divided into two factions. During these
feuds in 1526, the Forbeses attacked and burned
the castle of Balquhain, the stronghold of the
Leslies. At length, in 1527, peace was restored

VOL. III. C
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1527.

by the intervention of Archibald, Earl of Angus,
Lord High Chancellor of the kingdom, the lords
of the Council, and other noblemen, friends of
both parties, who interested themselves, and made
these powerful families come to an agreement.
But unfortunately, not long afterwards, the Master
of Forbes, son of Lord Forbes and the heir of the
family, with the Laird of Lentusk, laid wait in
ambush for Alexander Seton, the Baron of Mel-
drum, a great friend and ally of the Leslies, and
basely murdered him. The quarrel between the
Leslies and the Forbeses broke out again more
violently than before, and much injury was in-
flicted on both sides. The nobility again interfered,
and by their intervention peace was restored. The
murderers were banished, and took refuge in
France. To prevent the recurrence of the feud,
John, Lord Forbes, infefted William Leslie of
Balquhain in the lands of Cultercullane and
Pettemwk, and in twenty-four shillings of annual
rent furth of the alehouse of Fudess, in fulfilment
of the decreet-arbitral given at Aberdeen, 11th
February 1527, and for security and keeping
kindness, and eschewing of troubles and incon-
veniences.

Although this peace continued to be maintained
between the Leslies and the Forbeses, yet there
always remained animosities between the families,
because the house of Balquhain and its numerous
branches always adhered to the Earls of Huntly
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in their quarrels with the Forbeses, and William
Leslie of Balquhain was one of those who signed
the general band of noblemen and barons of the
North, whereby they bound themselves to George,
Earl of Huntly, to obey him in his office of
Lieutenant of the North, and to search, seck, and
apprehend malefactors, and to punish them, or to
deliver them to the Judge-ordinary of the said
Lord-lieutenant—dated at Elgin 8th December
1544.%

In 1530, William Leslie repaired, or rather
rebuilt the castle of Balquhain, which had been
burned by the Forbeses, and he erected the
noble square tower or keep, so as to make the
castle a place of some strength, and capable of
offering resistance to any further assault. He
also added to the family estates the lands of
Whitecross, Inveramsay, Pitbee, and Newlands,
which he acquired by purchase.

William Leslie of Balquhain was one of the
jury in the service and retour of Abercromby of
Birkenbog, at Banff, 31st October 1506, and he
was chancellor of a jury consisting of fifteen
persons, at the Burgh Court of Aberdeen,
held 12th December 1544 for the trial of de-
faulters.

William Leslie of Balquhain sold to the Rev.
Alexander Galloway two acres of the barony of
Balquhain, which this excellent man, by a charter

* Gordon Papers, Spalding Club Miscellany, vol. iv. p. 213.
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See App.
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1514.

See App.
No. VI.

dated at Aberdeen, 21st November 1505, and
confirmed by James 1V. at Edinburgh, 24th
January 1506, annexed to the parish of Bourtie,
and granted the said two acres for building a
house for the chaplain of Collyhill, who was bound
to pray for the souls of Bishop Elphinston of
Aberdeen, William Leslie, seventh Baron of Bal-
quhain, Elizabeth Ogilvie his wife, and Sir Walter
Ogilvie of Boyne, her father, besides several others.

William Leslie got a precept of Chancery, 23d
July 1511, for infefting him in the lands of
Balquhain; the Nethertown and Oldtown of
Knockinlews; four bovates of the lands of Harlaw;
the lands of Selbie, Lochtilloch, Whitecross, and
Knockallochy, with the mill ; two bovates of the
lands of Ressavate; two parts of the lands of
Wardis Flemyng, and of Wraes ; the lands of Syde,
with the mill and alehouse ; the lands of Seggyden
and Erlesfield, in the regality of the Garioch; and
on the 29th July 1511, he obtained from King
James IV. a royal charter of the above-mentioned
lands united into one free barony, the barony of
Balquhain.

On the 7th April 1514, William Leslie of Bal-
qubain, and Elizabeth Ogilvie his wife, got a
charter from King James V. of the lands of Syd,
with the mill, Erlisfeild, Segateden, and the
Wrays, in the earldom of Mar and lordship of
the Garioch.

William Leslie resigned the lands of Erlisfeild,
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Segydene, and the Wrayis, with the Mill of the
Syde, in favour of himself and Marjory Keith his
spouse, 24th January 1522, and they received
from King James V. a royal charter of the said
lands, dated 13th February 1522.

Sasine followed thereon, 7th April 1522.

William Leslie resigned the lands of Auldtown
of Knockinlews in favour of himself and Marjory
Keith his wife, and received a royal charter of
the same, dated 15th October 1524.*

He also resigned the lands of Selbie, in favour
of himself and Marjory Keith his wife, 14th
November 1536, and they received a royal charter
of the said lands from King James V. on the
same day.t

He also resigned the lands of Lochtilloch, in
favour of himself and Marjory Keith his wife,
6th January 1538, and on the 18th day of the
same month and year they received a royal
charter of the said lands.}

On the 25th June 1526, George, Earl of Rothes,
entered into an obligation with William Leslie,
Baron of Balquhain, mentioning that he had
given to the said William Leslie in feu-farm the
lands of Rothes, as contained in a charter made

* Registrum Magni Sigilli, lib. xx. No. 125. 1

t Balquhain Charters, No. 843 ; and Registrum Magni Sigills,
lib. xxv. No. 363.

I Balquhain Charters, No. 841 ; and Registrum Magni Sigilli,
1ib. xxvii. No. 28.
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thereupon, and obliging himself, in case the same
should prove insufficient, to grant a new right by
the advice of lawyers.

Patrick Leith of Harthill, and Janet his wife,
granted a letter of reversion of the mid-third of
the lands of Knockallochy, in favour of William
Leslie of Balquhain, dated 10th May 1527.%

John Leslie, eldest son of William Leslie,
seventh Baron of Balquhain, styled heir-apparent
of Balquhain, and who succeeded as eighth baron,
had a son also called John Leslie, styled younger
or fiar of Balquhain, to whom his grandfather
made over his rights to the family estates. But
this John the younger died before his father and
grandfather, leaving two daughters, Marjory and
Janet, to whom their grandfather, John Leslie, the
heir-apparent, styled of Syde, was appointed tutor.

William Leslie, seventh Baron of Balquhain,
Marjory Keith, his spouse, John Leslie, his son and
apparent heir, and John Leslie, younger, son to the
said John, are parties to a contract of marriage
between the said John Leslie, younger of Bal-
quhain, and Agnes Wood of Bonnington, dated
February 1539.+

William Leslie, Baron of Balquhain, resigned
the barony of Balquhain in favour of his grand-
son, John Leslie, younger of Balquhain, styled
“Domino feudo Baronie de Balquhain,” and
Agnes Wood his wife, and they received a royal

* Balquhain Charters, No. 634. * Ibid. No. 845,
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charter of the same from King James V., dated
19th July 1540.%

John Leslie, younger, fiar of Balquhain, granted
a letter of reversion in favour of William Leslie,
seventh baron, his grandfather, dated 17th
November 1543, submitting that the said William
had, out of love, infefted the said John in the fee
of all the barony of Balquhain ; notwithstanding
the said John obliges himself to renounce his
rights to the said barony, in favour of the said
William, upon payment of a rose noble of gold,
at any time when required. t

John Leslie, younger, fiar of Balquhain, being
dead, William Leslie, seventh Baron of Balquhain,
in terms of the above letter of reversion, executed
an instrument of premonition, under the hand
of Thomas Annand, notary-public, dated 15th
January 1544, against his son John Leslie of
Syde, tutor to his granddaughters Marjory and
Janet, daughters of the deceased John Leslie,
younger, fiar of Balquhain, for the redemption of
the barony of Balquhain.}

William Leslie, seventh Baron of Balquhain,
and John Leslie his son, as factor or tutor to his
granddaughters Marjory and Janet Leslie, with
their consent, executed a contract, whereby, for
causes therein mentioned, the said John qulie

* Balqubain Charters, No. 846 ; and Registrum Magni Sigills,
lib. xxix. No. 117.
t Balquhain Charters, No. 2. T Zbid. No. 3.
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obliges himself, in the name of his pupils, to re-
nounce all right which they or their father, the
deceased John Leslie, fiar of Balquhain, had to the
barony of Balquhain, dated 16th January 1544 ;
whereupon, by an instrument dated 14th February
1544, the said William Leslie consigned into the
hands of Andrew Menazies, bailie of Aberdeen, a
rose noble for the redemption of the said barony
of Balquhain from the said John Leslie of Syde,
tutor, and the instrument of redemption was
executed under the hand of John Nicholson,
notary-public, on the same day.*

Letters of regress under the Privy Seal were
granted in favour of William Leslie, Baron of
Balquhain, 6th June 1544, on the redemption of
the barony of Balquhain. A precept of Chancery,
for infefting the said William Leslie in the lands
of Balquhain, was issued 20th April 1545, and
sasine followed thereon 3d May 1545.t

William Leslie, seventh Baron of Balquhain,
resigned the barony of Balquhain into the hands
of the king, 19th May 1545, in favour of his son,
John Leslie of Syde, heir-apparent of the said
barony ; whereupon the said John Leslie received
a charter under the Great Seal, 19th June 1545,
of the said barony, proceeding on the above resig-
nation, and sasine thereon followed 20th July
1545.

* Balquhain Charters, Nos. 6, 7, 8.
+ Ibid. Nos. 10, 12, 13.
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William Leslie, seventh Baron of Balquhain,
died in 1545, and was succeeded by his eldest
son, John Leslie, eighth baron.

JOHN LESLIE,

EIGHTH BARON OF BALQUHAIN.

JOHN LESLIE, eldest son of William Leslie, seventh
Baron of Balquhain, by his first wife, Elizabeth
Ogilvie, succeeded as eighth baron, on the death
of his father, in 1545.

John Leslie of Balquhain was chancellor of a
jury at a Burgh Court, held in Aberdeen, 22d
January 1546, for the trial of William Anderson,
a publican, accused of purchasing wine from
foreigners, and selling it before the price was fixed
by the bailies and council. He was Deputy-
sheriff of Aberdeen in 1548.

On 16th January of that year we find him
presiding at the court held in Aberdeen, for
taxing all the lands within the sheriffdom of
Aberdeen, by command of the Queen and Counecil,
that money might be raised for resisting the
threatened invasion of the realm by our old
enemies of England. Among the lords and
barons forming the assize, we find Alexander
Leslie of Wardis, and Alexander Leslie of that
Ilk ; and among the landowners who were taxed,
we find the Laird of Balquhain, for his lands of
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the same, xx. lib.; the Laird of Leslie, for his
lands of the same, x. lib.; the Laird of Pitcaple,
for his lands of the same, v. lib. ; the Laird of
Iden, for his lands of the same, iiij. lib.; the
Laird of Coclarachy Leslie, xxx. sh.; Gordoune
Leslie, portioneris of Warthill, ilk ane of thaim,
xxx. sh.; Alexander Leslie of Wardess, for his
lands Gareauche and Kyntour, of old extent, feftie

libs. ; the Laird of Auchinhuwff, for his lands of |'

the same, ix. libs.*

Soon after this, John Leslie was raised to the
office of Sheriff-principal of Aberdeen, and we find
that George Leith of Edingarioch was served heir
to his uncle, George Leith of Barnes, before John
Leslie of Balquhain, Vicecomes de Aberdene, 13th
January 1550.

John Leslie of Balquhain was a staunch adher-
ent of George, Earl of Huntly, and we find him
frequently as a witness to the bands of manrent
entered into between that nobleman and the
barons and gentlemen of the northern counties.
John Leslie, styled of Syde, during the lifetime of
his father, William, seventh Baron, is witness to
the band between James Garioch of Kynstair, and
George, Earl of Huntly, 10th June 1536 ;1 to the
band of Alexander Gordon of Strathoune, 5th

* Collections on the Shires of Aberdeen and Banjf, pp. 113-
119 ; Spalding Club.

+ Gordon Papers; Spalding Club Miscellany, vol. iv. p.
199.
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November 1539;* and, 31st July 1541, he entered
into a similar band himself ; and after he
succeeded as Baron of Balquhain, we find him a
witness to the band of James Grant of Freuchie,
and John Grant, his eldest son, with the same
nobleman, 8th May 1546.t+ We also find Georgio
Comite de Huntlye, and Johanne Lesley de Syde,
among the witnesses to a charter of the Bishop of
Moray, confirming a letter of sale from Alan Keyr
MKyntosy de Rothamurcous, granted to George
Gordoun, Constabularius de Ruthven de Badye-
noch, dated at Inverness, 26th November 1539.}

As has been related, Alexander Seton of
Meldrum, an ally of the Leslies, had been basely
murdered by the Master of Forbes and his
followers, one of whom was Alexander Forbes,
commonly called Spangare. John Leslie, son and
apparent-heir of William Leslie of Balquhain,
Alexander Leslie of Kincraigie, and an adherent
called John Keith, appear to have attacked and
slain this Alexander Forbes, or Spangare, on a
Sunday, for which they obtained a remission
under the Privy Seal, from King James V., 9th
February 1527.

There seems to have been a feud between
William, Lord Forbes, and John Leslie, Baron of

* Gordon Papers ; Spalding Club Miscellany, vol. iv. p. 204.
T Ibid. vol. iv. p. 215.
I Registrum Moraviense, p. 419, No. 449.
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Balquhain, on the one part, and Thomas Menzies
of Pitfoddles on the other, for the ¢ slauchteris
happenit betwixt Maister Thomas Dauedson,
Maister Walter Leslie, and others, ther complices
and pairttakkeris,” William, Lord Forbes, and
John Leslie of Balquhain, on the one part, and
James Gordon of Methlic, in the name and behalf
of Thomas Menzies of Pitfoddles, on the other
part, appeared before George, Earl of Huntly,
Lieutenant of the North, at Grantullie, 27th
February 1551, and entered into a contract for
the settlement of their feuds.

John Leslie of Balquhain, and William Leslie,
his son, are witnesses to an inventory of the silver
and gold work, sacred utensils, and church-furni-
ture, of the Cathedral of Aberdeen, which were
delivered to the keeping of the canons of the
said cathedral, by William Gordon, Bishop of
Aberdeen, 7th July 1559. Among the items

enumerated in the inventory is the following :— |

“To Mr. John Leslie, parson of Oyne, the image
of the Virgin Mary, 114 ounces.” The witnesses
are John Leslie of Balquhain, William Leslie his
son, Alexander Leslie of Pitcaple, William Seton
of Meldrum, Duncan Forbes of Monymusk, and
others.®

John Leslie of Balquhain got a lease of the
church-lands, called Kirktown of Rayne, from
Thomas Myrtoun, Archdeacon of Aberdeen, dated

* Keith’s Catalogue, p. 129.
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7th June 1543 ; a lease of half of the town of
Leddintusche, from William Gordon, Bishop of
Aberdeen, 7th February 1549 ; a lease of the
barony and shire of Fetternear, from the same,
22d October 1550; a letter of reversion from
James Leslie, burgess of Aberdeen, and his spouse,
upon the sunny third of the town and lands of
Inveramsay, in January 1551 ;* a charter from
Alexander Leslie, fourth Baron of that Ilk, of the
sunny half of Aquhorties—namely, the sunny
halves of Overtoun, Netherbeggery, Woodhill, and
Blairdaff, and half of the mill thereof; sasine
thereon, 26th February 1554. Christian Menzies,
spouse of John Leslie of Balquhain, renounced the
lands of Talzeaucht in favour of the said John
Leslie, and William Leslie, his son and heir, 9th
September 1560. John Leslie of Balquhain
alienated the barony of Balquhain in favour of his
son, William Leslie of Kirkhill, 10th September
1560 ; and granted precept of sasine for infefting
the said William in the said lands, and the instru-
ment of sasine was executed under the hand of
Andrew Leslie, notary-public, 11th October
1560.+ John Leslie, fifth Baron of that Ilk, made
a gift of ward, relief, and non-entry, of half of the
lands of Aquhorsk, in favour of John Leslie of

‘| Balquhain, and William Leslie, his son, 26th

April 1561. John Leslie of Balquhain granted

* Balquhain Charters, No. 683. ¥ Ibid. Nos. 18, 19, 20.
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IIL. JaNEr, married to William Duguid of Auchinhove.
IV. AanEs, married to James Harvey of Boyndis.
V. MarGARET, married to Dunbar of Bonnyfield.
VI BaRrBARA, married to William Cumming of Auchray.
VII. IsABELLA, who died 4th February 1576, as appears from

the following entry in the Chronicle of Aberdeen,
Spalding Club Miscellany, vol. ii. p. 42 :—

“ Isabell Lesly, doithair to John Lesly of Balquhain,
departtit the fowrtt day of Februar 1576 yeris.”

John Leslie is said to have had another son,
James Leslie, who entered the church, and died
at Aberdeen 1st February 1561.

John Leslie married, secondly, Christian Menzies,
but does not seem to have had any children by
her.

John Leslie, eighth Baron of Balquhain, was
much afflicted in his declining years by bodily
infirmities. He went to France in the hope of
finding relief, and died there in 1561, and was
succeeded by his son, William Leslie, ninth baron.

WILLIAM LESLIE,

NINTH BARON OF BALQUHAIN.

WiLriam LESLIE, son of John Leslie, eighth Baron
of Balquhain, by his wife Elizabeth Leslie of
Ardoyne, succeeded as ninth Baron of Balquhain,
on the death of his father, in 1561.

William Leslie was a man of great abilities,
and acquired so much influence that he was held
in great esteem by all the great nobility. Indeed,
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by his means the Earls of Huntly and Atholl,
between whom serious feuds existed, were brought
to a reconciliation. Hollinshed, in his Scottish
Chromnicles, vol. ii. p. 306, writes, “ Great troubles
were in divers parts of the realm, and openly
betwixt the Earl of Huntly and the Earl of
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Atholl. There was taking of prisoners and over- |

throwing of houses on either part, and great
preparations made and arms in readiness to

invade either other’s countries. But this business |

was pacified by the good mediation of Mr. Alex-
ander Gordon, Postulat of Galloway; Mr. John
Leslie, Official of Aberdeen; and William Leslie,
the young Laird of Balquhain, who agreed them
in all matters of controversie, and caused them to
go to either other’s houses.”

William Leslie had the honour of receiving
and entertaining Queen Mary in his castle of
Balquhain. The queen being at Aberdeen on
her progress to the north, William Leslie invited
her to visit him at his castle of Balquhain, which
is situated about eighteen miles north-west of
Aberdeen, near the great north road to Huntly
and Strathbogie. Queen Mary accepted the
invitation, and passed the night at Balquhain
Castle, 9th September 1562. During her stay
there she attended Mass in the chapel of the
| Blessed Virgin of the Garioch.

It was on this occasion, and in the castle of
Balquhain, that it is said the Earl of Huntly

1562.

VOL. III. D
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designed to sacrifice his rival, the newly-created
Earl of Moray, Lord James Stewart, the queen’s
natural brother, who was one of the guests.
But William Leslie would not on any account
consent to become accessory to such a deed, and
by his influence he dissuaded the Earl of Huntly
from the design. The different writers of the
period give different versions of the story, each
relating it according to his difference of party and
religious feelings. The facts seem to be as
follows :—

George, fourth Earl of Huntly, who succeeded
to the earldom in 1524, was made Lord Chan-
cellor of Scotland on the death of Cardinal Beaton,
and got the Great Seal in 1546. He also got a
grant of the earldom of Moray from Queen Mary,
13th February 1548, and was appointed the
queen’s Lieutenant in the North. During the
queen’s absence in France, Huntly had been
deprived of the chancellorship, which the queen,
on her return, restored to him, but at the same
time took from him the earldom of Moray, which
she gave to her natural brother, Lord James
Stewart, Prior of St. Andrews, who had recently
been created Earl of Mar. This gave rise to
implacable enmity between the two earls, of
which the enemies of Moray, and of his friend
the Earl of Morton, took advantage to plot his
ruin. Huntly being at the head of the Catholic
party, the queen’s maternal relations of the house
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of Guise had great expectations that he would
restore that religion, and they held out hopes to
him that the queen would marry his second son,
Sir John Gordon of Findlater. It is possible that
Huntly entertained this project proposed to him,
although he never intended to seize the queen, or
to force her to it against her will, as his enemies
gave out. If this had been his design, he might
easily have executed it, as the queen was fre-
quently in his power, had he been disposed to
use force.

In a History of the Douglas and Angus family,
we are told that Huntly gathered a force under
pretence of receiving the queen in her journey
north, but really with a view of cutting off Moray
and Morton; and that the queen went from
Aberdeen to Bowhane in August 1562, the house
of one Master Leslie, a gentleman, twelve miles
off, and that this was thought by Huntly and his
friends to be a fit place to execute their designs
on Moray and Morton; but Leslie, although he
was Huntly’s friend, would upon no terms give
way to have it done in his house.

David Scott, in his History of Scotland, book
vi. p. 394, says that Queen Mary, in her progress
to the north, arrived at Aberdeen about the 15th
of August 1562, and on proceeding on her journey
towards Inverness, she lodged the first night with
John (William) Leslie of Balquhain at his castle ;
the next night at Rothiemay ; and the third day
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was invited by the Earl of Huntly to his castle
at Strathbogie. But the queen denied this, or
any favour to him, until his son, John Gordon,
had given obedience to her command. So she
kept on her journey, and the next day she arrived
at Inverness.

Another account states that the queen being at
Aberdeen in August 1562, she was there met by
the Countess of Huntly, who interceded in behalf
of her second son, Sir John Gordon, who had
been taken prisoner for having wounded Lord
Ogilvie in a fray, and, having made his escape,
had been declared an outlaw. The -countess
begged that the queen would grant his pardon,
and allow him to come into her presence and
kiss her hand. The queen replied that she could
not admit him into her presence until such time
as he should surrender himself to justice; where-
upon the countess promised that he would sur-
render, and Lord Glammis was appointed to
conduct Sir John to Stirling Castle. On his
way, however, Sir John altered his resolution,
and made his escape, and retired to the north,
and collected a large body of followers, which
much incensed the queen. In the meantime, the
queen had proceeded on her journey northward,
intending to go to Huntly’s house in Strathbogie,
where great preparations had been made to
receive her. The Earl of Huntly met her on the
way, at Balquhain Castle, and he there besought
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her to pardon his son, Sir John, but she remained
inexorable ; and the earl having pressed her more
solicitously than was proper to go to his castle,
she determined not to go. Others say that Mary
came to this resolution at the instigation of the
Earl of Moray. Be it as it may, the queen pro-
ceeded to Inverness without visiting Huntly, and
on her arrival there she found, to her surprise,
that the Earl of Huntly’s deputy-governor refused
to admit her into the castle without the orders of
Lord Gordon. The queen, having raised the
forces of the country, prepared to carry the place
by assault, which was rendered unnecessary by
the surrender of the governor, who was hanged,
and the queen returned to Aberdeen.

‘Whether Huntly’s ambition, which had spurred
him on, now necessarily drove him forward as he
had gone too far to retrace his steps, and he
resolved either to procure a full pardon, or to
seize the queen ; or whether he dreaded Moray’s
influence with the queen to effect his ruin; he
determined to collect troops to protect or to
avenge himself. With his followers he moved
towards Aberdeen, threatening to attack Moray,
who was there with the queen. It is said that he
received secret intelligence from his friends, the
Earl of Sutherland, the Laird of Balquhain, Black
Arthur Forbes, and others, then within the city,
who informed him of all that took place there,
and assured him that the town’s people, being
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his kindred or allied to him, neither would nor
dared oppose him. But the letters of the Earl of
Sutherland and of the Laird of Balquhain were
intercepted, and the designs of Huntly upon the
town were discovered and defeated.

Moray and Morton resolved to attack and
disperse the force which Huntly had collected.
They had only one hundred men with them, but,
armed with the queen’s authority, they issued a
proclamation calling upon all who could bear
arms to attend the queen. About 2000 men
answered the summons, and amongst these were
a considerable number of Leslies, under their
chief, the Laird of Balquhain; Moray trusting
that, though they were inclined to favour Huntly,
yet their duty and allegiance to their queen
would not suffer them to betray her. On the
28th October 1562, Moray marched with these
forces from Aberdeen to attack Huntly, who was
lying at the Loch of Skene, about ten miles
distant, with a force which had melted away to
about 500 men. The principal leaders of Moray’s
army were the Earl of Errol, Lord Forbes, the
Laird of Balquhain, in the vanguard; and John,
Prior of Coldingham, with some horsemen : the
main body being commanded by the Earls of
Moray, Morton, and Atholl. The vanguard drove
Huntly from the Loch of Skene to Corrichie, a
place on the Hill of Fair, about six miles distant,
where they skirmished with him, and sent word
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to the Earl of Moray to come up with the southern
men. When Moray came up the vanguard prepared
to engage, and began to attack. But, as the
chronicler says, “ incontinent thereafter thae fled
back upon the gentlemen of Louthian; and, as
some say, purposing to have causet them to flee
also, and to be overrun to the effect that the Earl
of Huntly might have obtinet the victory. But
the gentlemen of Louthian stand firmle still, and
the said Erles company coming upon the Louthian
men, was put upon their bakkes with speiris and
thereafter fled, quhan followit great slauchter.”

The truth seems to be that these unwilling
enemies of Huntly marched boldly up as if to
attack him, and then turned and fled, calling out,
Treason! Huntly, thinking to drive Moray
before him during the confusion caused by the
retreat of the vanguard, too hastily left his strong
ground and advantageous position, and was
attacked on the low ground by Moray, Morton,
and Atholl, with the horse, and suffered a com-
plete defeat. The Earl of Huntly himself was
slain, and his son, Sir John Gordon, was taken
prisoner, and was immediately executed. The
immense estates of the family were seized by the
crown, and the title was forfeited.

David Scott, in his History of Scotland, book
vi. pp. 394, 395, gives the following account of
the defeat of the Earl of Huntly :—

“ After the castle of Inverness was taken, the
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queen remained in it a few days, and then set out
for Aberdeen, where she arrived in four days.
The Countess of Huntly came with offers of
submission from her husband, but was denied
access. Huntly, finding matters turn out contrary
to his expectations, assembled his friends and
approached the town of Aberdeen, he having
great hopes to attain the queen’s pardon for his
being in arms, by the intercession of the Earl of
Sutherland and the Baron of Balquhain, who were
with the queen and kept close correspondence
with the Earl of Huntly. But their letters being
intercepted, the Earl of Sutherland made his
escape, and Leslie of Balquhain being brought
before the Council and examined, confessed what
he knew, whereupon he was pardoned, and con-
' tinued in the queen’s service. Huntly upon this
would have dismissed his forces, and returned
| home ; but hearing that the Earl of Moray was
tapproachinor with a party of the queen’s forces
|ralsed in Lothian, Fife, Angus, Strathern, etc., he
I resolved to give them battle. The Earl of Moray,
with the Earl of Morton and Lord Lindsay,
 advanced. Finding Huntly resolved to fight,
| Moray seemed to retire by bringing his men to
'some ground of greater advantage, which retreat
' being mistaken for a flight by Huntly’s party,
they advanced precipitately, and coming dis-
| orderly to an engagement, were soon worsted
| with great slaughter.”
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William Leslie was Sheriff of Aberdeen under
the queen’s Lieutenant of the North, the Earl of
Huntly. In this capacity he afforded the utmost
assistance in protecting the cathedral of Aberdeen
from the ravages of the Reformers, and he pre-
served that ancient edifice from being demolished
by the furious zealots in 1560. As a magistrate
he defended from the attacks of the Reformers
the Bishop of Aberdeen, William Gordon, brother
of the Earl of Huntly, and supported him in his
diocese by force of arms when all the other
bishops of Scotland were persecuted. The bishop,
as a mark of his gratitude for the kindness and
services shown to him in those trying times,
bestowed on William Leslie the barony of Fetter-
near, with the palace, which was the bishop’s
summer-residence, the tower and fortalice of the
same, with the salmon-fishing in the river Don,
and all other pendicles ; the lands of Talzeaucht,
lying in the shire of Fetternear; the lands of
Bonyngton, with the mill, multures, and crofts of
the same; the lands of Lowesk, and the third
part of the town and lands of Ledintusche; the
lands of Custestoun, in the shire of Rayme; the
lands of Auchlyne, with the mill of the same ; the
croft of Blairdinny, in the shire of Clatt, with all
their pendicles, lying within the county of Aber-
deen. The bishop granted to William Leslie a
charter of all these lands, dated 8th June 1566,
which charter was confirmed by a Royal charter,
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dated 10th May 1602, and by a Papal charter
granted by Pope Clement X., dated 20th Sep-
tember 1670.

William Leslie got from his father, John Leslie,
eighth Baron of Balquhain, a charter, dated 17th
January 1550, of the fourth part of the east half
of the west town of Syde, in the regality of the
Garioch, in favour of himself, and Janet Forbes
his wife, which charter was confirmed by a royal
charter under the Great Seal, dated 29th June 1554.
William Gordon, Bishop of Aberdeen, granted
a charter of the lands of Auchlyn, in favour
of William Leslie of Kirkhill, and Janet Forbes
his wife, 28th May 1556 ; sasine thereon followed,
26th March 1558.% William Leslie of Kirkhill
is a witness to a bond of manrent between
Duncan Forbes of Monymusk, and George, Earl
of Huntly, who had leased to the said Duncan
Forbes for nineteen years the town and lands of
Delab and Kemboig; 2d February 1559.+ John
Leslie, fifth Baron of that Ilk, and superior of
the lands of Aquhorties, Aquhorsk, and Blairdaff,
granted a precept for infefting William Leslie,
younger of Balquhain, in the sunny halves of the
lands of Aquhorties, Overtoun, Netherbeggery,
Woodhill, and Blairdaff; 4th October 1560.%
William Leslie, fiar of Balquhain, entered into a

* Balquhain Charters, No. 668.
t Gordon Papers ; Spalding Club Miscellany, vol. iv. p. 224.
¥ Balquhain Charters, No. 258.
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contract with Thomas Gordon, son of James
Gordon of Lesmore, and his curators, whereby he
obliged himself to infeft the said Thomas Gordon
in two parts of the lands of Wraes, and the said
Thomas Gordon obliged himself to renounce in
favour of the said William Leslie the wadsett
rights which he had on the lands of Erlesfield
and Seggyden; 6th September 1561. William
Leslie entered into a bond of manrent with
George, Earl of Huntly, 20th August 1562.
George Mortimer of Aquhorties, and Janet Leslie
his wife, granted a letter of reversion of the
sunny half of the lands of Aquhorties, in favour
of William Leslie of Balquhain, 22d February
1563.* Queen Mary issued a precept, directed to
John, Archbishop of St. Andrews, to receive and
admit William Leslie of Balquhain and his heirs-
male as hereditary tenants and feuars of the lands
of Seveedlie, lying in the barony of Keig and
Monymusk, and regality of St. Andrews, as the
same were formerly held by George, Earl of
Huntly, attainted ; dated 22d June 1563. John
Leslie, dwelling in Meikle Durno, granted a letter
of reversion of the town and lands of Newlands,
in favour of William Leslie of Balquhain, 16th
August 1563. Duncan Forbes of Monymusk
granted a letter of reversion of the lands of Aber-
suethok and Mill of Ramstone, in favour of
William Leslie of Balquhain, in 1563. William

* Balquhain Charters, No. 259.
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Leslie of Balquhain and Duncan Forbes of Mony-
musk entered into a contract, whereby Duncan
Forbes obliged himself to renounce the lands of
Talzeaucht, lying in the parish of Clatt, which
had been wadsett to him by John Leslie, eighth
Baron of Balquhain; dated 1st January 1564.*
William Leslie of Balquhain and Thomas Ker of
Coclarachy entered into a contract of excambion,
whereby William Leslie got rights to the plough-
land of the Hauch of Bogie or Blairdinny, 8th
December 1564 ; and William Gordon, Bishop of
| Aberdeen, granted a charter of the same in favour
“ of William Leslie, 9th December 1564 : sasine
| thereupon 18th December 1564.+ Thomas Ker
of Coclarachy granted a letter of reversion of the
sixth part of the lands of Begeshill and others, in
favour of William Leslie of Balquhain, 9th Decem-
| ber 1564.7 William Leslie of Balquhain entered

~ | into a contract with Alexander Leslie of Pitcaple,

1565.

1566.

| whereby, in respect of the said Alexander having
| become cautioner for the said William Leslie to
IJ ames Dempster of Auchterless for 600 merks,
the said William Leslie obliged himself to infeft
' the said Alexander Leslie in the lands of Pitbee
for his security ; 18th September 1565. William
| Leslie of Balquhain redeemed the lands of
Craigtown and Craigmill from George Gordon of
Lesmore, 26th May 1566. Patrick Leith of

* Balquhain Charters, No. 609.
t Ibid. Nos. 596, 597. ¥ 7Zbid. No. 599.
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Harthill, and William Leith, his son, granted a
letter of reversion of the lands of Newlands,
Craigtown, and Craigmill, in favour of William
Leslie of Balquhain, 11th June 1566. George
Leslie of Tocher granted a charter of the shadow
half of the town and lands of Drumdurno in
favour of William Leslie of Balquhain, 20th June
1566 ; sasine followed thereupon 11th July 1566.*

Thomas Ker of Coclarachy granted a letter of |

reversion of the lands of Begeshill, containing the
sum of 300 merks, in favour of William Leslie of
Balquhain, in- November 1566.t+ John Leslie,
Bishop of Ross, received a gift under the Privy

Seal, of the escheat of Barbara Leslie, wife of Mr. '

William Con, which the bishop assigned to
William Leslie of Balquhain; 20th July 1567.
John Leslie, Bishop of Ross, with consent of the
dean and chapter, granted a feu-charter of the
lands of Learney, the mill of Avach, the lands of
Craighead, and other lands, lying within the
bishopric of Ross, in favour of William Leslie of
Balquhain, 16th October 1567 ; sasine followed
thereupon 18th October 1567 :} also a charter of
the lands of Tulliquiddon, Farnes, and others,
within the bishopric of Ross and shire of Inver-
ness, 16th October 1567 ;§ which two charters
were confirmed by a charter granted under-the

* Balquhain Charters, No. 616.
+ Ibid. No. 600. T 1bid. No. 670.
§ Ibid. No. 672.
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Great Seal, 29th November 1567.% William
Leslie of Balquhain wadsett to James Arbuthnot,
burgess of Aberdeen, three quarters of the town
and lands of Logydurno, redeemable for 1000
merks, 6th September 1568 ; and received a letter
of reversion of the same, 25th October 1568.
William Leslie of Balquhain gave to Stephen
Leslie, the second Laird of Warthill, about 1570,
the other half of Warthill in wadsett, and for
nineteen years after its redemption, for the pay-
ment of 20 merks yearly. William Leslie re-
deemed the two parts of the lands of Wraes from
Thomas Gordon of Lesmore, 8th October 1571 ;
and the said Thomas Gordon renounced the said
lands, in favour of the said William Leslie, on the
same day.

William Leslie, ninth Baron of Balquhain,
married, first, Janet Forbes, daughter of John,
sixth Lord Forbes, and widow of John, Earl of
Atholl, and by her had issue—

1. Jomnw, his successor.

II. Winriam, who was a courtier in the service of King
James VI. He was a Privy Councillor in 1592, and
died in London without issue.

III. ArTHUR, who fell from his horse while crossing the Don
near Fetternear, and was drowned.

IV. JEAN, married to Thomas Dempster, Baron of Muiresk,
1588, as appears by a charter, dated 6th January
1592, giving to their second son, Robert, the barony
of Auchterless. They had a third son, the learned and
renowned Thomas Dempster. Their eldest son, James,

¥ Balquhain Charters, No. 673.
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succeeded his father as Baron of Muiresk. The line is
now extinet.

V. Margaret, married to Alexander Abercrombie of Birken-
bog. It is said that she got as her dowry the barony
of Fetternear, about 1593, subject to its being
redeemed. But whether this was the case, or William
Leslie, ninth Baron of Balquhain, wadsett it to Aber-
crombie on these conditions, it is certain that the
second son by this marriage succeeded to Fetternear.

VI. IsABELLA, married to James Arbuthnot of Lentusk.

William Leslie married, secondly, Margaret
Leslie, daughter of the Baron of Bonnymoon, or
Balnamoon, by whom he had—

I. ANDREW, who died abroad.

II. GILBERT, who was killed in a quarrel by young Demp-
ster at Muiresk.

III. CHRISTIAN.
IV. ELIZABETH.

It is stated in the genealogy of the house of
Drummond, that Margaret Drummond, daughter
of Andrew Drummond, second Laird of Belliclene
in Perthshire, and Janet Dickson his wife, daugh-
ter of John Dickson, Laird of Ballachaster,
married, about 1550, Leslie, Laird of Bouchain
in Aberdeenshire. If this is correct, it would
appear that William Leslie was thrice married.

William Leslie, second son of William Leslie,
ninth Baron of Balquhain, got a charter of the
lands of Balquhain, from his brother, John, tenth
Baron, and declared the same redeemable by the
said John, on payment of a rose noble of gold; 1st
December 1573. He also got a charter of certain
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lands which formerly belonged to the order of
Friars-preachers, and to the White Friars, dated
14th March, James VI., anno regni 19;* also
a charter of the barony of Fetternear, 4th March
1597.+

William Leslie, ninth Baron of Balquhain, died
in 1571, and was succeeded by his eldest son,
John Leslie, tenth baron.

JOHN LESLIE,

TENTH BARON OF BALQUHAIN.

' JouN LESLIE, eldest son of William Leslie, ninth

Baron of Balquhain, by Janet Forbes his wife,
daughter of John, sixth Lord Forbes, and widow
of John, Earl of Atholl, succeeded as tenth Baron
on the death of his father in 1571.

John Leslie of Balquhain was Sheriff-principal
of Aberdeen for many years. Patrick Leith of
Likelyhead was served heir to his father, George
Leith of Barns and Edingarioch, before John
Leslie of Balquhain, Sheriff of Aberdeen, 4th
October 1580. Again, in 1584, John Leslie of
Balquhain succeeded the Earl of Huntly as
Sheriff of Aberdeen ; and in the Diet-book of the
Sheriff-court of Aberdeen we find him frequently
mentioned, as presiding as Sheriff, up to 1597.

¥ Retours, B. 36, No. 69. t Ibid.B. 41, No. 248.
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Munroes and the Clan Cheinzie, two families of
great power and influence in the county of Ross,
owing to the following circumstance:—John Leslie,
Bishop of Ross, made over his right and title to
the castle of the Channonrie of Ross, with the
castle-lands, to his consanguineus, or cousin, John
Leslie, then fiar, afterwards tenth Baron of Bal-

"quhain. But it happened that the Regent Moray,

some time in 1569, the year before his death, had
given the custody of this castle to Andrew Munroe
of Miltown, to which he got the Baron of Bal-
quhain to agree, on condition that he was to get
a portion of the lands of Tintries, in Buchan, in
lieu of the said castle and its lands. But the
untimely death of the regent, 23d January 1570,
interrupted this agreement, and Andrew Munroe
was disappointed in his hope of retaining peace-
able possession of the castle. However, the Earl
of Lennox and the Earl of Mar, successive regents
of the kingdom, kept Munroe in possession of the
castle, whereupon the Clan Cheinzie purchased
from John Leslie of Balquhain his right and title
to the castle and the castle-lands, and then
besieged the castle, which the Munroes defended
for three years. Great loss was sustained on
both sides, and the castle was finally given up to
the Clan Cheinzie by an act of pacification.

In 1594, the three Catholic lords, Huntly, Errol,
and Angus, were excommunicated by the Scotch
Kirk, and were also attainted by a summary pro-
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ceeding of the Scottish Parliament, under the pre-
tence that they had conspired against the Kirk and
the State. James VI., urged by Queen Elizabeth
and his own ministers, much against his will,
consented to the forfeiture of these nobles, and
the Earl of Argyle was appointed the king’s
lieutenant-general to reduce them. Argyle, ac-
companied by the Earl of Tullibardine, Sir Lauchlan
Maclean, the Laird of Grant, Macintosh, the
whole Clan Campbell, Clan Gregor, and many
others, whom hatred of the Gordons or the hope
of gain had induced to join him, mustering in all
about 12,000 men, marched through the mountains
to the Highlands. On the 27th September 1594,
Argyle attacked the castle of Ruthven in Badenoch,
but he was obliged to raise the siege, the castle
being gallantly defended by the Clan Macpherson.
He then returned to the Lowlands, and, in the
king’s name he summoned and called on Lord
Forbes, Leslie of Balquhain, the Irvines, the
Ogilvies, and others, and on Lord Lovat, the
Frasers, the Clan Cheinzie, the Munroes, and
others in the Highlands, to join him. In the
meantime, he had marched from Badenoch towards
Strathdown, and on the 2d October 1594 he
encamped near Drimmin, upon the river Avon.
Huntly and Errol, on learning the great pre-
parations which had been made against them,
displayed great courage and resolution: Errolwent
to Strathbogie, with 100 mounted gentlemen and
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some artillery, to join Huntly. They advanced to
Auchindown with 1500 resolute horsemen, all
determined to die in the field rather than submit
to the mercy of their enemies. Huntly, having
got intelligence of the designs of Argyle, and of
the route by which he was to descend from the
mountains, moved forward on the 3d October
from Auchindown, and sent in advance Captain
Thomas Ker, with a party of horse, to reconnoitre
the country, and to ascertain the movements of
the enemy. This patrol, meeting a party of
Argyle’s men sent out for the same purpose,
attacked and killed them. This incident so much
encouraged Huntly, that he determined to fight
Argyle before Lord Forbes and the other forces
could arrive. So he continued his advance to-
wards the enemy, who had passed Glenlivat, and
was at Alachanlochan in Strathdown.

Argyle was astonished to find that Huntly, with
such a disparity of force, should venture to meet
him. He immediately prepared for battle. He
arranged his forces upon a steep, rough, heather
hill, between Glenlivat and Glenrinnis, the
lower slope of which, as well as the foreground,
was mossy and full of peat-holes or pits. His
advanced corps, consisting of 4000 men, of whom
2000 were hagbuteers and musketeers, was un-
der the command of Sir Lauchlan Maclean and
Macintosh; while Argyle himself, and the Earl of
Tullibardine, were with the main body.
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vanced to his support, and in doing so, he had a
horse shot under him. The battle was renewed,
and continued for two hours, when Argyle’s main
body began to give way, and fled towards the
burn of Alachanlochan, leaving Maclean still
fighting manfully. At length Maclean retired in
good order, and Huntly pursued the enemy
beyond the burn of Alachanlochan, when the
steepness of the mountains prevented his further
progress.

Argyle lost 700 men, and his standard was
found on the field of battle, and was taken in
triumph to Strathbogie, where it was placed on
the top of the Great Tower. On Huntly’s side,
Sir Patrick Gordon of Auchindown and twenty
other gentlemen were slain, and forty or fifty
were wounded. Argyle had assured himself of
victory, and among his personal baggage, which
fell into Huntly’s hands, there was found a
document in which the lands of Huntly, of Errol,
and of their supporters, were promised to the
Earl of Argyle and his army.

In the meantime, Lord Forbes, John Leslie of
Balquhain, and Irvine of Drum, had, in con-
sequence of Argyle’s summons in the king’s name,
assembled all their followers, in order to join
him against Huntly. But on learning Argyle’s
defeat, some of them, Lord Forbes and others,
resolved to join the Highlanders who were
coming from Moray and Ross to Argyle’s assist-
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priests were harboured in them. Huntly had
retired into Sutherlandshire while the king was
marching towards Strathbogie. When the king
went south again, he left Lennox as his Lieutenant
in the North. Huntly and Errol went to Lennox
in Aberdeen, where he resided, and they consented
to leave the kingdom during the king’s pleasure.
Huntly embarked at Aberdeen in March 1595,
and went to Flanders and Germany, where he
travelled for some time, till he was recalled by
the king, and, together with Errol and Angus,
was restored to his honours and estates at a
parliament held at Edinburgh in November 1596.
He was created Marquis of Huntly in 1599, and
the Forbeses, Leslies, Irvines, and the northern
clans, willingly reconciled themselves with him.
It is certain that the king was not sorry for
Argyle’s defeat, and that he made jests about it.
Lennox, whom he made his Lieutenant in the
North, was Huntly’s brother-in-law. Gordon of

 Straloch states that he found among the papers

of his father, Sir John Gordon of Pitlurg, letters
in the king’s own hand to Huntly, giving him
advice how to behave in the several conjunctures
that might happen, and that his father did service
to Huntly by conveying his messages to the king ;
and that this correspondence continued while the
king was at Aberdeen, by means of Pitlurg, who,
four nights after the king’s departure, gave
Lennox a treat (a supper) in his own house in







58

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF

CHAP. L

Sohn, Tenth
Baron of
Balguhain.

1564.

1569.

1569.

1569.

John Cheyne, burgess of Aberdeen, granted a
letter of reversion to John Leslie, son and heir of
William Leslie of Balquhain, upon a house in the
Netherkirkgate of Aberdeen, dated 27th January
1564.%

John Leslie of Kirkhill, son and heir of William
Leslie of Balquhain, got a gift of nonentry of the
lands of Balquhain, under the Privy Seal, 6th June
1569 ; and also a gift of ward, nonentry, and relief,
of the same lands, 6th August 1569.t

John Leslie, son and heir of William Leslie of
Balquhain, made a contract with Marjory Leslie,
one of the two, and elder daughter of the late
John Leslie, brother of the said William Leslie of
Balquhain, and Alexander Bisset, her husband,
whereby the said Marjory ratified the redemption
of the lands of Balquhain. In consideration
whereof, John Leslie bound himself to pay to
Marjory £5000 Scots. The contract is dated 1st
October 1569, and is registered in the Commissary
books of Aberdeen on the same day.}

Patrick Leslie of Kincraigie, and his spouse
Jean Leslie, granted a letter of reversion of the
sunny halves of Auldtown and Netherbeggery of
Aquborties, in favour of John Leslie of Kirkhill,
23d December 1569.§

John Leslie of Balquhain made a contract with
John Leslie in Ardlaw, whereby he assigned to

* Balquhain Charters, No. 702.
t Ibid. No. 889. T Ibid. No. 22. § Ibid. No. 984.
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John Leslie of Balquhain wadsett to Alexander
Letster, burgess in Aberdeen, the lands of Syde,
extending to four ploughs, and the teinds thereof,
redeemable for 1400 merks; 8th September
2%

John Leslie of Balquhain, and John Erskine of
Balhagarty, settled the amount of toll to be up-
lifted at the Chapel of Garioch, by a submission
and decreet-arbitral, 30th September 1574.+

William, Bishop of Aberdeen, 25th October
1574, confirmed a charter of the lands of Bonny-
town and others, granted by John Leslie of
Balquhain to James Harvey of Boyndes, 24th
October 1574 ; and sasine thereon followed, 28th
October 1574.3

John Leslie of Balquhain wadsett to William
Leslie of Wardis, and Janet Innis his spouse, and
James Leslie their son, the lands of Knockallochy,
redeemable for 600 merks, and gave in warrandice
the Mains of Balquhain, 2d February 1576.§

John Leslie of Balquhain made a contract with
John Spens, burgess of Edinburgh, whereby he
bound himself to infeft the said John Spens in
the lands of Nethertown and Blairbowie, 11th
March 1576 ; and registered in books of Council
25th November 1577;|| and in terms of the contract
John Spens granted a letter of reversion of the

* Balquhain Charters, No. 660.
+ Ibid. No. 986. 1 Ibid. No. 603. § Zbid. No. 636.
|| 7bid. No. 661.
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the lands of Bonnytown, in favour of John Leslie
of Balquhain, 6th February 1578.*

John Leslie of Balquhain wadsett to George
Leslie in New Rayne, and Janet Leslie his spouse,
two ploughs of the lands of Bonnytown, redeem-
able for 1000 merks, 31st May 1579.t

Marjory Galloway, relict of George Leslie of

' Lentusk, renounced her liferent of part of the

lands of Lowns, in favour of John Leslie of Bal-
quhain, 23d September 1579.1

John Leslie of Balquhain granted a charter of
the sunny third ploughlands of Pitbee, in favour
of Walter Gordon of Westhall, 8th December
1580.§

John, Earl of Argyle, ratified a bond granted
by Dame Anna Keith, his spouse, to John Leslie
of Balquhain, concerning certain securities and
infeftments in her favour upon the Mains of
Balquhain, dated in August 1581. ]|

John Leslie of Balquhain redeemed the half of
the lands of Blairdaff from Marjory Innes, spouse
of John Innes of Edengeycht, 10th November
1586.19

James Leslie of Newmills, upon his forfeiture,
granted a letter of repossession to John Leslie of
Balquhain, dated 21st June 1587.**

Sir Patrick Gordon of Auchindown, and James

* Balquhain Charters, No. 605. 1 Zbid. No. 606.
I 7bid. No. 707. § Zbid. No. 623. || Zbid. No. 25.
91 Ibid. No. 268. *% Ibid. No. 703.







64

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF

CHAP. 1.

Fokhn, Tenth
Baron of
Balguhain.

1590.

1591.
1592.

1407.

1527.

1593.

Patrick Leslie of Kincraigie, 25th May 1588 ;
and Patrick Leslie granted a letter of reversion of
the same to John Leslie of Balquhain, 1st October
1590.*

John Leslie of Balquhain got a charter, under
the Great Seal, of the lands of Drumdennan and
Inveramsay, 1st October 1591.+ :

John Leslie of Balquhain, in 1592, bought the
lands of Ardlaw from the Magistrates and Coun-
cil of Aberdeen for 400 merks. These lands,
which lie in the parish of Clatt, were granted by
Alexander Stewart, Earl of Mar, to the Cathedral
and Bishop of Aberdeen, by a charter, 10th Feb-
ruary 1407. In 1507, William Elphinston,
Bishop of Aberdeen, began to build the romantic
bridge of Don, which was finished in 1527 by
Bishop Gavin Dunbar, who gave over the bridge
to the Magistrates, Council, and Community of
Aberdeen, and gave them the lands of Ardlaw as
a fund to support, repair, or rebuild it, if necessary,
at any future period.

Marjory Gordon, relict of Captain John Gordon,
brother of William Gordon of Gight, granted a
letter of reversion of the lands of Kirkhill, con-
taining the sum of 3000 merks, in favour of John
Leslie of Balquhain, 7th June 1593.1

Andrew Meldrum of Fyvie obliged himself to

* Balquhain Charters, No. 273.
1 Registrum Magni Sigills, lib. xxxviii. No. 317.
1 Balquhain Charters, No. 659.
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infeft John Leslie of Balquhain in a third part of
the Mains of Hatton, 3d October 1593 ;* and
John Leslie of Balquhain got a charter of the
said lands, 11th October 1593. Sasine followed
thereon, 22d October 1593.+

James Mortimer, fiar of Craigievar, assignee of
John Leslie of Balquhain, made premonition for
the redemption of the sunny half of Overtown of
Aquhorties, with the mill, and the sunny half of
the lands of Bograxie, from Patrick Leslie of
Kincraigie, in terms of contract, 8th March |
1594.1 i

John Leslie of Balquhain redeemed the middle
third plough of the lands of Pitbee from Alex-
ander Davidson in Kintore, and Janet Leslie, his
spouse, 20th May 1594.§

John Leslie of Balquhain redeemed the middle
third plough and the sunny plough of the lands
of Knockallochy, from John Leith, Apparent of
Harthill, 22d May 1594. ||

At the instance of John Leslie of Balquhain,
son and heir of William Leslie, ninth Baron of
Balquhain, the Sheriff of Aberdeen granted a
precept against John Erskine of Balhagarty, and
John Erskine, his eldest son, for having a contract
of marches of the lands of Knockallochy and
Pitbee, made in June 1565, transferred active in

* Balquhain Charters, No. 649.
t Ibid. No. 651. T Z¥bd. No. 272. § Ibid. No. 625.
|| Ibid. No. 636.
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the person of the said John Leslie, 17th August
1594.*

John Leslie of Balquhain granted a procuratory
for resigning the sunny half of the lands of
Aquhorties, with the mill, in favour of James
Mortimer, fiar of Craigievar, and Margaret Gordon
his spouse, 6th December 1594.1

John Leslie of Balquhain obliged himself to
infeft John Gordon of Braco, and Agnes Strachan
his spouse, in the lands of Whitecorse, and the
mill and teind-sheaves of the same, redeemable
for 3200 merks; and also in the lands of Nether-
town of Knockinlewes, and the teind-sheaves of
the same, redeemable for 2200 merks, 8th March
1595.1

John Leslie of Balquhain, for himself, and
taking burden on him for Lady Elizabeth Hay,
his spouse, made a contract with Andrew Lawson,
burgess of Aberdeen, and Christina Hay his
spouse, whereby, for 3000 merks paid to Andrew
Lawson and his spouse, they disposed their lodg-
ings in the Castlegate of Aberdeen to the said
John Leslie, 8th March 1595.§

John Leslie of Balquhain granted a charter of
sale of the lands and mill of Syid, with the Peil,
and the customs of St. Rule’s Fair, the ailhous
croft of Syde, Arnbrig, Erllisfeild, Seggydene,
Kirkhill, and Mostoun, in the parish of Kineth-

* Balquhain Charters, No. 706.
1 Ibid. No. 274. T Ibid. No. 160. § Zbid. No. 652.
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mount, 19th June 1595, in favour of Sir Thomas
Gordon of Cluny, which charter was confirmed by
King James VI., 24th July 1597.

George Innes, younger of Newbeggery, re-
nounced eight bovates of the lands of Logydurno,
and the mill of Auchendellon, in favour of John
Leslie of Balquhain, in September 1595.*

John Leslie of Balquhain executed a contract
in 1595, whereby he obliged himself to infeft
John Leith, Apparent of Harthill, in the lands and
baronies of Fetternear and Balquhain. t

Patrick, Lord Lindores, granted a discharge to
John Leslie of Balquhain, discharging him of the
yearly teind-silver of his lands of Balquhain, and
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obliged himself to grant a new site of the teinds
and teind-sheaves for nineteen years, when hel
should be required to do so by the said J ohnl
Leslie, 30th September 1596.1

John Leslie of Balquhain executed a contract,
27th September 1596, whereby he disponed his
estate of Wardis to William Leslie, fourth Baron
of Wardis. The contract was registered in the
Commissary-books of Aberdeen, 13th December
1596.§

John Leslie of Balquhain, with the consent of
Lady Elizabeth Hay his spouse, wadsett the town
and lands of Tullos, and Mistown ecroft in White-
corse, including a tack of the teind-sheaves, to

* Balqubain Charters, No. 699.
t Ibid. No. 987. T Ibid. No. 87. § Ibid. No. 647.

1596.

1596.

1596.
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John Gordon of Braco, redeemable for 600 merks,
31st December 1596 ;* and granted a charter of
the said lands to John Gordon on the same day.
Sasine thereon followed, 1st January 1597.1

John Leslie of Balquhain, with the advice and
consent of Francis, Earl of Errol, disponed his
lands of Balquhain to his eldest lawful son, John
Leslie, fiar of Balquhain, under certain conditions,
and redeemable upon payment of eight pounds
Scots, 23d September 1597;; and granted a
charter of the said lands to his said son on
the same day: sasine followed thereupon, 26th
September 1597.§ This charter was confirmed by
a charter under the Great Seal, 9th November
1600. ||

John Leslie of Balquhain, and his son John
Leslie, younger thereof, wadsett the lands of
Craigsmill to John Leith of Harthill, redeemable
for 400 merks, 12th March 1598.9

John Leith of Harthill granted a back-bond to
John Leslie of Balquhain, obliging himself to give
up all right and claim to the lands of Newmills
on payment of 600 merks, 12th March 1598.%*

William Leslie of Seveedlie disponed the lands
of Fetternear in favour of John Leslie of Bal-
quhain, 13th November 1598,—the said William
having right to the said lands by disposition from

* Balquhain Charters, No. 181. t «bid. No. 185.
t Ibid. No. 26. § 1bid. No. 27. || Ibid. No. 30.
9 Ibid. No. 691. ** Ibid. No. 692.
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the king, in virtue of the Act of Annexation of
Church Lands.*®

John Leslie of Balquhain, and Patrick Leslie of
Kincraigie, executed a contract, August 1598, where-
by, inter alia, Patrick Leslie granted to James
Leslie of Middleton the crofts of Pitbee, which
were redeemable by John Leslie of Balquhain.t

John Leslie of Balquhain, for himself, and as
taking burden for Jean Erskine, now his spouse,
executed a contract with Patrick Coupland, who
assigned and disponed the town and lands of Fin-
gask in favour of John Leslie of Balquhain and
spouse, 30th September 1598.1

Patrick Leslie of Kincraigie resigned the croft-
land called Pitbee Haugh, in favour of John
Leslie of Balquhain, and John Leslie, younger
thereof, 10th December 1599.§

John Leslie of Balquhain wadsett a plough of
the lands of the Nethertown of Fetternear to
William Leslie of Seveedlie, redeemable for 500
merks, 26th June 1601.||

King James VI. granted a charter to John
Leslie of Balquhain, and Jean Erskine his wife, of
the barony of Fetternear, the office of Constable of
the palace and chief messuage of the bishopric of
Aberdeen, and an annual rent of £120 from
the lands of Auchlyne, Talzeaucht, Blairdinny,
Bonynton, Casteltoun, and Louesk, in the parishes

* Balqubain Charters, No. 460. t Ibid. No. 626.
t Ibid. No. 644, § Ibid. No. 617. | Ibid. No. 612.
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of Clatt and Rayne, for the support of the office of
Constable, 10th May 1602 ; sasine followed there-
on, 15th April 1603 ; registered at Aberdeen, 4th
May 1603.

John Leslie of Balquhain disponed the lands of
Balquhain, under certain conditions, in favour of
his son, John Leslie, fiar of Balquhain in 1603 ;*
and granted a procuratory of resignation of the
said lands in favour of his said son and the other
heirs of tailzie therein mentioned.+

John Leslie of Balquhain, and John Leslie,
younger thereof, renounced all right of reversion
of the lands of Newmills, in favour of John Leith
of Harthill, who had paid the sum of 700 merks
for the said lands, which were declared irredeem-
able, 12th July 1605. This renunciation was
ratified 11th November 1606.%

Elspet Spens, and Christian Leslie her daughter,
made a judicial renunciation of the lands of
Newtown of Knockenlewes, in favour of John
Leslie of Balquhain, 13th July 1605.§

Norman Leslie, burgess of Aberdeen, renounced
in favour of John Leslie of Balquhain the sunny
third of the plough-lands of Pitbee, which had
been wadsett to the said Norman by Walter
Gordon of Westhall, and Agnes Leslie his spouse,
and assigned to John Urquhart in Aberdeen; 14th
May 1608.|

* Balquhain Charters, No. 31. t 1bid. No. 32.
t Ibid. Nos. 693, 694.  § Ibid. No. 128. || Zbid. No. 624.
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John Leslie, fiar of Balquhain, ratified the
alienation of the lands of Syde, with the mill, the
Peil, and the customs of St. Rule’s fair, the ale-
house croft of Syde, Arnbrig, Erllisfeild, Seggy-
dene, Kirkhill, and Mostown, made by John
Leslie, tenth Baron of Balquhain, his father, in
favour of Sir Thomas Gordon of Cluny ; and John
Leslie, elder, and John Leslie, younger, of Bal-
quhain, obliged themselves to warrant the said
alienation, 15th May 1608 ; registered in books of
Council, 13th December 1613.*

Archibald, Earl of Argyle, for himself, and for
the executors of his father, Colin, Earl of Argyle,
and for Dame Anna Keith, his mother, with the
consent of John Leslie of Balquhain, renounced
all right to the lands of Balquhain, and particularly
a charter of infeftment granted by the said John
Leslie of Balquhain to the said Dame Anna
Keith, for security of 2000 merks, in favour of
John Leslie, fiar of Balquhain; and the Earl
Archibald, and John Leslie of Balquhain, ratified
and approved the infeftment of John Leslie,
younger, in the lands of Balquhain, 23d June
1609 ; registered in books of Council, 28th June
1609.%1

John Leslie of Balquhain granted a procuratory
of resignation of the sunny half of the town and
lands of Aquhorties, Overtown, and Nethertown

* Balquhain Charters, No. 360. t 1bid. No. 34.
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thereof, with the half of the mill and the mill-
lands thereof, the half of the lands of Blairdaff,
and the half of the lands of Woodhill, in favour of
his eldest son, John Leslie, fiar of Balquhain, 31st
January 1610 ; and resigned the said lands in the
hands of George Leslie, Baron of that Ilk, as
superior thereof, 21st March 1610.*

John Leslie of Balquhain resignéd all right
which he had in the lands and barony of
Balquhain, in favour of John Leslie, his eldest son,
1st April 1611.+

John Leslie of Balquhain, and John Leslie,
younger thereof, wadsett the lands of Craigstown,
redeemable for 1700 merks, to James Glennie,
alias Forbes, and Annabella Cruickshanks his
spouse, 9th June 1614.§

Alexander Gordon of Cluny made an inhibition
against John Leslie, elder, and John Lesly,
younger, of Balquhain, proceeding upon the
contract and warrandice of 15th May 1608, dated
at Aberdeen, 16th September 1616.§

James Mortimer of Craigievar assigned the
gift of ward and nonentry duties of Aquhorties,
to John Leslie of Balquhain, 16th September
1616.||

John Leslie of Balquhain, and John Leslie, fiar
thereof, granted a procuratory for resigning the

* Balquhain Charters, Nos. 278, 279.
t Ibid. No. 686. I 1bid. No. 695. § Ibid. No. 363.
|| Ibid. No. 880.
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his second wife, Helen, co-heiress of Walter Bruce
of Pitcullen. John Leslie of Balquhain granted a
charter, 20th February 1595, to George, Karl
Marischal, of the lands of Pitbee and Inveramsay,
during the lifetime of Lady Elizabeth Hay, spouse
to the said John Leslie.* By Lady Elizabeth
Hay John Leslie had issue a daughter—
IsaBELLA, married to Alexander Hay of Dalgety.

Lady Elizabeth Hay obtained a decreet of
divorcement against her husband, John Leslie of
Balquhain, before the Commissaries of Edinburgh,
9th March 1597 ;1 and John Leslie, reader at the
kirk of Fetternear, granted a certificate that he
had read the said decreet of divorcement in the
kirk of Fetternear, and proclaimed the said John
Leslie his banns to marry when, where, and whom
he pleased, 23d April 1598.] John Leslie, fiar
of Balquhain, confirmed the provision made by
John Leslic of Balquhain in favour of Lady
Elizabeth Hay, 23d September 1597 ;§ and Lady
Elizabeth Hay, Lady Pitcullen, renounced all
right which she had in the barony of Balquhain,
in favour of John Leslie of Balquhain, her former
husband, 7th April 1609. |

John Leslie married, thirdly, in 1598, Jean
Erskine, daughter of Sir Alexander KErskine,
Baron of Gogar, and sister of Thomas, first Earl of

* Balquhain Charters, No. 629.
+ Ibid. No. 848. T Ibdd. No. 850. § Ibid. No. 630.
|| Zbid. No. 33.
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Kellie. The marriage-contract is blank in the
date, and is without witnesses.* Mr. John Lind-
say, minister of Lethnal, granted a certificate that
he had celebrated the marriage of John Leslie of
Balquhain and Jean Erskine, 6th July 1598 ;t
and David Wilson, notary-public, executed an
instrument of the solemnisation of the said
marriage on the same day.} Jean Erskine obtained
a decreet of adherence, before the Commissaries of
Edinburgh, in the same year.§ The presbytery
of Brechin accused John Leslie of Balquhain of
adultery and unlawful marriage with Jean
Erskine; and John Leslie and Jean Erskine
defended themselves successfully against the ac-
cusation. |

It is said that all the three wives of John
Leshie of Balquhain were alive at the same time,
and that on one occasion they were all in the
same kirk of Chapel of Garioch.

By Jean Erskine John Leslie had issue—

I. ALEXANDER, who succeeded as fourteenth Baron of
Balquhain.

II. WALTER, born about 1606, who became the first Count
Leslie in Germany, of whom hereafter.

ITI. JEAN, married to Sir Patrick Leslie of Iden, Provost of
Aberdeen.

IV. EL1zABETH, married, first, to Gilbert Hay, brother of the
Baron of Dalgety, and, secondly, to William Grant of
Conglass, by whom she had a son, William Grant of
Crichie, a celebrated man, who filled many honourable
offices.

* Balquhain Charters, No. 849. t Ibid. No. 851.
t Ibid. No. 852. § Zbid. No. 854. || Ibid. Nos. 855-857.
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It would appear that John Leslie had -another
son, probably a natural one, who had two sons,
one a lawyer in Edinburgh in 1652, named Alex-
ander, and the other, William, who was a bailie
in Edinburgh. These two, in letters written by
William, thirteenth Baron of Balquhain, and his
successor, Alexander, fourteenth baron, are called
the nephews of the said barons.

John Leslie, tenth Baron of Balquhain, died in
June 1622, and was succeeded by his eldest son,
John Leslie, eleventh Baron of Balquhain.

JOHN LESLIE,

ELEVENTH BARON OF BALQUHAIN.

JOHN LESLIE, eldest son of John Leslie, tenth
Baron of Balquhain, by his first wife, Elizabeth
Grant of Grant, succeeded, as eleventh Baron of
Balquhain, on the death of his father in June
1622.

In the Chronicles of Aberdeen we find the
following record of John Leslie :—

“John Leslie, aperand of Balquhane, coyme to
Aithakaynt in Buchane thane partinand to Alex-
ander Cullen, with Androw Lesly, Gilbert Lesly,
his fader, breder, and oderis, to the nwmer of xx
personis, and thair moist cruelly enwaditt the
saidis Alexander Cullen bygyne in strikin wp his
yeittis, dwiris, kistis, and away takin of clayise
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and birnyne of writtins, and slew and mwrdrest
onder nycht Dauid Carill, serwand to the said
Alexander, the laist day of Marche 1587 yeris,
God to revenge.”*

For this murder of David Carill, John Leslie,
fiar of Balquhain, got a letter of slains, 22d March
1609, from the nearest of kin to the said David ;
and he got a remission for the same under the
Privy Seal, 9th March 1620.}

We find by the Records of the Sheriff-Court of
Aberdeen that, 1st October 1616, John Leslie,
fiar of Balqubain, and John Cheyne of Arnage,
at a meeting of freeholders held at the Michaelmas
Court in Aberdeen, were elected Commissioners
conjunctly to attend Parliament. This appears
to be the earliest election of which mention is
made. In those times the Members of Parliament
for shires were usually elected annually, and they
required a qualification of forty shillings land in
superiority, holding of the king, of old extent, or
when this extent did not appear, then of lands
worth £400 Scots rent, holding of the king.

John Leslie, like his father, lived very ex-
pensively, and by his extravagant habits he
involved the family estates still more. He wad-
sett or mortgaged great part of his property,
particularly the lands and barony of Fetternear,

* Chronicles of Aberdeen ; Spalding Club Miscellany, vol. ii.
p- 58.
t Balquhain Charters, Nos. 889, 890.
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which he wadsett to his brother-in-law, Sir Alex-
ander Hay of Dalgety, and William Hay, his son,
for the sum of 11,000 merks, and gave in war-
randice six ploughs of the lands of Balquhain,
15th June 1625.* He granted a charter of the
lands and barony of Fetternear to the said
William Hay on the same day; sasine followed
thereupon, 12th January 1626; registered at
Edinburgh, 7th February 1626. He also granted
a charter de me to the same effect, 16th November
1627.+ Sir Alexander Hay of Dalgety, for
himself, and taking burden for his son William,
granted a letter of consent to John Leslie of
Balquhain, to sell and dispone his lands of Bal-
quhain and Fetternear, subject to his wadsett
rights, 16th October 1627.1

Sir Alexander Hay of Dalgety, and William
Hay, his son, as wadsettees, with the consent of
John Leslie of Balquhain, and Janet Innes, his
spouse, as superiors, alienated the lands and
barony of Fetternear in favour of Hector Aber-
cromby of Westhall, second son of Alexander
Abercromby of Birkenbog, by his wife, Margaret
Leslie, daughter of William Leslie, ninth Baron
of Balquhain, 16th November 1627.§ Sir Alex-
ander Hay, William Hay, his son, John Leslie of
Balquhain, and Janet Innes, his spouse, granted a

*# Balquhain Charters, No. 469.
1 Ibid. Nos. 472, 473. T Tbid. No. 474.
§ Ibid. No. 475.
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charter of the lands and barony of Fetternear to
Hector Abercrombie, on the same day: sasine
followed thereon, 26th November 1627 ; registered
at Aberdeen, 1st December 1627. Patrick
Forbes, Bishop of Aberdeen, with the consent of
the Dean and Chapter, granted a charter containing
a novo damus of the said lands in favour of
Hector Abercromby, 2d February 1628; re-

gistered at Aberdeen, 9th February 1628. This |
charter was ratified by Adam Bellenden, Bishop |

of Aberdeen, 24th January 1636. The Lords of
Session pronounced a decreet of reduction at the
instance of Patrick Forbes, Bishop of Aberdeen,
for behoof of Hector Abercrombie, against John
Leslie of Balquhain, Janet Innes, his spouse, Sir
Alexander Hay of Dalgety, and William Hay, his
son, 8th July 1629. Hector Abercrombie ob-
tained a charter, under the Great Seal, of the lands
and barony of Fetternear, 29th January 1631.*

Alexander Abercromby, eldest son of Hector
Abercromby, obtained a confirmation of the above
charters from Pope Clement X., 20th September
1670 ; and the barony of Fetternear remained in
the possession of the Abercrombys until it was
redeemed by Patrick, Count Leslie, fifteenth
Baron of Balquhain, in 1690. ;

John Leslie, fiar of Balquhain, with the consent
of his father, John Leslie, tenth Baron of Balquhain,

* Balquhain Charters, Nos. 476-485.
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ratified, in favour of Gilbert Farquhar, the wadsett
of the lands of Whitecorse, with a new reversion
of 1000 merks, 9th June 1606.*

James Gordon, eldest son of John Gordon of
Braco, and John Gordon, now of Braco, heir-male
procreate between the said John Gordon and
Agnes Strachan, his spouse, made a renunciation
in favour of John Leslie, fiar of Balquhain,
discharging a precept of clare constat granted by
the said John Leslie to the said John Gordon,
now of Braco, upon the lands of Whitecorse,
under a certain victual feu-farm, 10th February
1609, in respect of an after-precept containing a
money feu-farm, granted to him by the said John
Leslie, 7th June 1610. The renunciation and
discharge are dated 8th June 1610.+

John Leslie, fiar of Balquhain, resigned the
lands of Inveramsay in favour of himself, 10th
June 1610, and he received a charter under the
Great Seal, containing a nove damus of the lands
and barony of Balquhain, Inveramsay, and others,
united into one barony, 30th August 1610,
proceeding upon the resignation of his father,
John Leslie, tenth Baron of Balquhain, and
of Archibald, Earl of Argyle.§ A precept of
Chancery for infefting John Leslie, fiar of Bal-
quhain, in the said lands, was issued on the same

* Balquhain Charters, No. 192.
t Ibid. No. 163. T Ivid. No. 685.
§ Registrum Magni Sigilli, lib. xlvi., No. 165.

B —
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day, and sasine followed thereupon, 3d November
1610.

John Leslie, fiar of Balquhain, with the consent
of his father, John Leslie, tenth Baron of Bal-
quhain, Sir James Balfour of Pitcullen, Patrick
Leslie of Badifora, and George Leslie of Kincraigie,
wadsett to William Blackhall of that Ilk the
lands of Auldtown of Knockinlewes, and the
teinds of the same, redeemable for 6000 merks—
31st May 1610.* John Leslie granted a charter
in conformity with the wadsett, and a procuratory
for resigning the said lands into the king’s hands
fornew infeftment to be given to William Black-
hall, both dated on the same day, 31st May
1610.t

George Leslie, seventh Baron of that Ilk, as
superior, granted a charter of the sunny half of
the farm and lands of Aquhorties, Overtown and
Nethertown thereof, with the half of the mill
and mill-lands thereof, half of the lands of Blair-
daff, and half of the lands of Woodhill, in favour
of John Leslie, fiar of Balquhain, 21st March
1610 ; sasine followed thereupon, 24th March
1610.}

John Leslie, fiar of Balquhain, having received
300 merks from Thomas Smith in Blairdaff,
ratified the wadsett over the half of the lands of
Blairdaff, made by James Mortimer in favour of

* Balquhain Charters, No. 101.
1 Ibid. Nos. 102, 103. 1 7Ibid. No. 280.

CHAP. I.

Fohn,
Eleventh

Baron of
Balquhain.

1610.

1610.

1610.

VOL. 1TL G




82

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF

CHAP. I.

Folkn,
Eleventh
Baron of

Balguhain.

1612,

1604.

1613.

1615.

the said Thomas Smith ; and John Leslie declared
the said lands redeemable for 1856 merks—25th
September 1610.*

John Leslie, fiar of Balquhain, granted a
charter of Nethertown of Knockenlewes, in favour
of John Leslie of Keathney, and Janet Wood his
spouse, 4th November 1612. 1

Patrick, Lord Lindores, granted a tack of the
teinds of the lands of Balquhain to John Leslie,
fiar of Balquhain, for the lifetime of the said
Lord Lindores, and nineteen years thereafter, for
£72 Scots per annum, 17th October 1604; and of
the teind-sheaves of Aquhorties, for nine years
from the term of Lambas 1613, for 24 bolls of
victual per annum, 17th September 1613 ; and of
the teind-sheaves of the lands of Balquhain for the
lifetime of the longest liver of them two, and for
twenty-nine years thereafter ; and of the teind-
sheaves of the lands of Aquhorties for thirty-six
years from the date of the grant, August 1615 ;
and Lord Lindores obliged himself to dispone
heritably to John Leslie the teind-sheaves of
Aquhorties as soon as he was able.}

John Leslie, fiar of Balquhain, granted a moss-
licence in the Moss of Ketternear to James
Mortimer of Aquhorties; and James Mortimer
granted to John Leslie a moss-gate or road
through the lands of Aquhorties to Balquhain,

* Balquhain Charters, No. 292.
T Ibid. No. 129. I 1Ibid. Nos. 88, 89, 90.
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24th August 1614 ; registered in the books of
Council 12th June 1616.*

James Mortimer disponed half of the town and
Mains of Agquhorties, the mill and mill-lands
thereof, half of Netherbeggery, and half of Blair-
daff, the hail town and lands of Bograxy, multures
of Aquhorsk, and the superiority of half of the
lands of Woodhill, in favour of John Leslie, fiar of
Balquhain, to whom he granted a charter of the
said lands, 6th September 1616 ; sasine followed
thereupon 10th Septmber 1616.+

James Mortimer executed an instrument of
resignation ad remanentiam of the sunny half of
the lands of Aquhorties, called the Mains, of the
half of the mill and mill-lands thereof, and of the
sunny half of the lands of Bograxy and Nether-
beggery, in favour of John Leslie, fiar of Balquhain,
10th September 1616.}

John Leslie, fiar of Balquhain, made a requisi-
tion against Francis Leslie, eldest son of John
Leslie of Keathnie, deceased, for the redemption
of the lands of Nethertown of Knockenlewes, 14th
April 1618.§

William Blackhall of that Ilk, having paid to
James Gordon the sum of 3200 merks, the sum
for which the lands of Whitecorse had been
wadsett to him, James Gordon transferred all
his rights in the lands of Whitecorse to William

* Balquhain Charters, No, 285.
t Zbid. No. 290. T Ibid. No 291. § Ibid. No. 130.
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Blackhall, 9th June 1610 ; and John Leslie, fiar of
Balquhain, having redeemed these lands for the
same sum of 3200 merks, William Blackhall
renounced all right which he had to them, 27th
January 1619.*

James Harvey in Elrick, apparent heir to
James Harvey of Boyndes, his grandfather,
obliged himself to John Leslie, fiar of Balquhain,
to have himself served heir to his said grandfather
in the lands of Bonnytown, which had been
assigned to him in 1574, and thereafter to dis-

| pone the said lands to John Leslie—10th May

1619.+

John Leslie, fiar of Balquhain, wadsett the
lands of Nethertown of Knockenlews to John
Leslie of Badifora, and Marjory Strachan his
spouse, redeemable for 3000 merks, and failing
payment thereof in the manner mentioned, redeem-
able for 4000 merks ; and granted a charter of the
said lands, and a tack of the teinds, to the said
John Leslie of Badifora, 2d June 1619. Sasine
followed thereupon 6th April 1620, registered at
Aberdeen 8th April 1620.}

Patrick, Bishop of Aberdeen, with the consent
of the Dean and Chapter, granted a charter con-
taining a novo damus of the lands and barony of
Fetternear, in favour of John Leslie, fiar of Bal-
quhain, proceeding on the resignation of John

* Balquhain Charters, Nos. 164, 165.
T 1bidd. No. 608. 1 1bid. Nos. 131-134.
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Leslie, tenth Baron of Balquhain, 13th November
1621.* Rasine followed thereupon 21st May
1622, registered at Aberdeen 2d July 1622.

John Leslie, fiar of Balquhain, with the consent
of Janet Innes his spouse, wadsett the lands of
Whitecorse, the mill and teinds thereof, except-
ing Merstown’s Croft (which was wadsett to
Gilbert Farquhar), to Patrick Leslie, burgess of
Aberdeen, Patrick Leslie his son, and Jean Leslie
his spouse, redeemable the lands of Whitecorse
for 3000 merks, and the mill, mill-lands, and mul-
tures for 1000 merks, 18th June 1622; and
granted a charter to this effect, 19th June 1622:
sasine thereon 8th July, and registered at Aber-
deen 20th July 1622.+

John Leslie, eleventh Baron of Balquhain, with
the consent of William, Alexander, and Walter
Leslie, his brothers, granted a procuratory for

resigning the lands and barony of Balquhain, in |

favour of himself and the heirs of tailzie therein
mentioned, 19th January 1623 ; registered in the
books of Session 5th June 1623.}

James VI. granted a charter, under the Great
Seal, of the lands and barony of Balquhain, in
favour of John Leslie of Balquhain, proceeding on
the resignation of the said John and his brothers,
25th March 1623.§ A precept of Chancery was

* Balquhain Charters, No. 467.
t Ibid. Nos. 166, 169. f Ibid. No. 45
§ Registrum Magni Sigilli, lib. 1. No. 140.
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issued for infefting the said John Leslie in the
said lands and barony on the same day. Instru-
ment of sasine thereon, 16th September 1623, and
again 24th July 1624 ; registered at Aberdeen
6th August 1624.%

John Leslie of Balquhain granted a moss-licence
in the moss of Fetternear, in favour of Janet Innes
his spouse, in May 1624.+

John Leslie of Balquhain bound himself to
John Leslie, sixth Baron of Pitcaple, to obtain the
consent of Sir Alexander Hay of Dalgety to a
contract whereby John Leslie of Balquhain sold
to John Leslie of Pitcaple the lands of Aquhorties,
the town and lands of Knockallochy, with the
mill thereof, and the lands of Pitbee; and John
Leslie of Balquhain, and Janet Innes his spouse,
obliged themselves to ratify the contract, 27th
August 1625;} and on the same day, John
Leslie of Balquhain executed a contract whereby
he sold and disponed to John Leslie of Pit-
caple, and Marjory Cheyne his spouse, irre-
deemably, for the sum of £8000 Scots, all the
foresaid lands.§ Sasine followed thereon 24th
December 1625, registered at Aberdeen 1st Janu-
ary 1626.

Robert Gilbert and Jean Irvine obtained letters
of horning, execution of charge and denun-
ciation, against John Leslie of Balquhain and his

* Balquhain Charters, No. 50.
t Zbid. No. 858. ¥ 1bid. No. 299. § Ibid. No. 300.
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cautioners, proceeding on a bond granted by them
to Alexander Irvine, 5th August 1626.*

George Leslie, seventh baron of that Ik,
obtained a decreet of resignation of the sunny half
of Aquhorties, against John Leslie of Balquhain,
John Leslie of Pitcaple, and others, 7th May
1827 ;% and he assigned the said decreet to James
Leslie, second son of John Leslie of Pitcaple, 10th
July 1627.}

James Mortimer, John Leslic of Balquhain,
John Leslie of Pitcaple, and Marjory Cheyne his
spouse, resigned the shadow half of the lands
of Aquhorties, in favour of James Leslie, second
son of John Leslie of Pitcaple, 5th October
1627.§

John Leslie of Badifora, designed of Artannis,
made a requisition to John Leslie of Balquhain to
redeem the lands of Nethertown of Knockenlewes,
in terms of the contract of wadsett, 14th February
1627 ; and entered a protest against the said John
Leslie of Balquhain, 12th May 1627,] and ob-
tained an inhibition against him, 18th June
1628.9

John Leslie of Balquhain wadsett the lands of
Logydurno to Hector Abercrombie of Westhall,
redeemable for £1000 Scots, 16th November
L& 7.

* Balquhain Charters, No. 881. t Ibid. No. 307.
t Ibid. No. 308.  § Ibid. No. 313. || Ibid. Nos. 136, 138,
A1 Ibid. No. 139. ** Ibid. No. 700.
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John Leslie of Balquhain made a contract with
Thomas Erskine of Balhagarty, whereby, in
extinction of certain debts due to the said Thomas
Erskine, for which an apprising had been led
against the lands of Inveramsay, he corroborated
the said apprising, and declared the lands of
Inveramsay irredeemable, 10th June 1628.*

John Leslie of Balquhain wadsett the land in
Whitecorse, called Merstown’s Croft, to Alexander
Watt in Logydurno, redeemable for 300 merks,
4th May 1628 ; and granted a charter of the same,
9th May. Sasine followed thereupon 20th May,
registered at Aberdeen 18th June 1628.+

Alexander Paterson, minister of Chapel of
Garioch, made a declaration that he had no right
to cast and lead fuel from the lands of Bogangus,
but by the permission and tolerance of John Leslie
of Balquhain, 17th July 1628.}

The Lords of Session issued a decreet, at the
instance of John Leslie of Badifora, and Marjory
Strachan his spouse, against John Leslie of Bal-
quhain, declaring the Nethertown of Knocken-
lewes to be redeemable only by payment of 4000
merks, because John Leslie of Balquhain had
failed to make payment of the 3000 merks in the
terms of the contract of wadsett, 5th February
1629.§

John Leslie of Badifora, and Marjory Strachan

* Balquhain Charters, No. 687. A
t Jbid. No. 199. 1 Ibid. No. 907. ¢ Ibid. No. 140.
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his spousé, obtained letters of horning against
John Leslie of Balquhain, proceeding on a bond
granted to them by him, 2d June 1619, obliging
himself to relieve them of all feu-duties, taxes, and
teinds of the town and lands of Knockenlewes
during the time the same should remain unre-
deemed, 8th June 1629.%

John Leslie of Balquhain assigned a tack of
teind-sheaves of Balquhain, as far as related to
the teind-lands of Drymmies, to John Gordon of
Cluny, 23d October 1629.

John Leslie of Balquhain made an indenture of
marches for the lands of Balquhain, with John
Gordon of Cluny, for the lands of Drymmies, with
a note of marches, 23d October 1629.]

John Leslie of Pitcaple executed a back-bond
in favour of John Leslie of Balquhain, obliging
himself not to use any diligence against John
Leslie of Balquhain, his person or estate, for
£8000 Scots, due to him by bond, 1st February
1630.§

The Lords of Council issued a decreet, at the
instance of John Leslie of Badifora, against John
Leslie of Balquhain, ordaining him to warrant,
acquit, and defend the lands of Nethertown of
Knockenlewes, and the teinds of the same, to the
said John Leslie of Badifora, and Marjory Strachan
his spouse, safe and free from the action of reduc-

# Balquhain Charters, No. 141.
t Ibid. No. 92. 1 Ibid. Nos. 84, 85. ¢ Ibid. No. 701,
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tion at the instance of the Earl of Mar, and also
from the payment of £8 Scots yearly, for certain
years, of which John Leslie of Badifora had been
charged to make payment to Mr. James Milne,
minister of Inverurie, for the teinds of the said
lands ; or otherwise to infeft the said John Leslie
of Badifora and his spouse in other lands of the
same value and yearly rent—20th February 1630 ;
execution for charges and denunciation registered
28th June 1636.% John Leslie of Badifora
obtained letters of horning against John Leslie
of Balquhain, proceeding on the said decreet, 25th
February 1630; caption thereon, 26th July 1636,+
and he also obtained letters from the Privy Council
against John Leslie of Balquhain, proceeding on
the said denunciation, 26th July 1636, with
execution thereon, 15th October 1636,f and
letters of arrestment, 2d November 1636 ; with
execution thereof on a paper apart, used in the
hands of tenants of Balquhain, 3d January
1637.§

John Leslie in Meikle Durno, and Walter
Farquhar, made a declaration that they had no
right, but leave and tolerance from John Leslie of
Balquhain, and John Leslie, younger thereof, to
their desks placed in the east gable of the kirk of
Chapel of Garioch. The date is blank.||

* Balquhain Charters, No. 143.
t Tbid. No. 144. 1 Ibid. No. 146. § Ibid. No. 147.
|| Zbid. No. 909.
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Alexander Strachan, minister of Chapel of
Garioch, obtained a decreet of augmentation of
stipend, 13th July 1636.*

John, Earl of Mar, disponed the lands of Bal-
qubain to Alexander Leslie of Tullos, during the
lifetime of his brother, John Leslie, eleventh
Baron of Balquhain, after the lifetime of the said
John, to devolve on his widow, Janet Innes, in
liferent, and then to John Leslie, younger of Bal-
quhain, in fee—1st December 1636.1

John Leslie of Balquhain resigned the lands
and barony of Balquhain in favour of his brother
Alexander Leslie of Tullos, who obtained a charter
under the Great Seal of the same, 13th February
1637. A precept under the Great Seal was issued
for infefting the said Alexander in the said lands
on the same day ; and sasine followed thereupon
11th August 1637, registered at Aberdeen, 12th
August 1637.1

John Leslie of Balquhain disponed the third
part of the lands of Drumdurno in favour of his
brother, Alexander Leslie of Tullos, 3d December
1636 ; and the said Alexander assigned the
said disposition to his nephew, John Leslie,
younger of Balquhain, 6th December 1636.§
John Leslie of Balquhain executed an instru-
ment of resignation of the said lands in favour

* Balquhain Charters, No. 912.
t Ibid. No. 51. I Ibid. Nos. 53-55.
§ Ibid. Nos. 619, 619.
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of Alexander Leslie of Tullos, and John Leslie,
younger of Balquhain, 13th February 1637.*

John Leslie of Balquhain granted a tack of the
teind-sheaves of the lands of Balquhain to Janet
Innes, his spouse, 9th February 1638.+

John Leslie, eleventh Baron of Balquhain,
married, first, Marjory Gordon, widow of Robert
Duguid, fifth Baron of Auchinhove, but he does
not appear to have had any issue by this
marriage. He married, secondly, Janet Innes,
daughter of the Laird of Auchintoul, by whom
he had—

L Jomn, who succeeded as twelfth Baron of Balquhain.
IL ALEXANDER, concerning whom there is the following
entry in the old parish records of Inverurie :—
“ Jhon Leslie of Balquhyn and Janet Tnnes ane sone
baptisit callit Alex". witness Alex”. Lesly of Tullos,
W=, Lesly of Carthnie, 7th March 1635, in respect
y* was no minister at the chappell after the death of
M, Andro Strag™”
This Alexander Leslie must have died young.
II1. JeAN LESLIE, married to James Elphinston of Glack.
The marriage-contract is dated 13th May 1641.}

John Leslie had also a natural son, Andrew,
who adopted the military profession in Germany,
where he attained the rank of captain.

John Leslie, eleventh Baron of Balquhain, died
in 1638, and was succeeded by his son, John
Leslie, twelfth baron.

* Balquhain Charters, No. 620.
+ Ibid. No. 859. $ Ibid. No. 860.
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Leslie, fiar, afterwards eleventh Baron- of Bal-
quhain, ratified an alienation of the said lands
made by his father, John Leslie, tenth Baron, to
Sir Thomas Gordon of Cluny, which contract was
registered in the books of Council 13th December
1613. Sir Alexander Gordon of Cluny got an
inhibition against John Leslie, tenth- Baron, and
his son, John Leslie, fiar of Balquhain, proceeding
on the foresaid contract, and execution was
registered at Aberdeen 16th September 1616.
He assigned to John Leith of Bucharn all the
claims, rights, and titles, competent to him by the
said inhibition, 11th February 1638; and John
Leith of Bucharn afterwards transferred all his
rights to the said lands to Alexander Gordon of
Kinecraigie, who had them adjudged to him 24th
December 1649, so that these lands were lost to
the Balquhain family. *

John Leslie, fiar of Balquhain, as principal,
and Robert Smith in Blairdaff, as cautioner,
granted a heritable bond for 600 merks, to John
Watt at New Mill of Knockallochy, registered in
the books of Council and Session 7th October
1626. 1

John Leslie, eleventh Baron of Balquhain, in
May 1638 assigned to his son, John Leslie, fiar of
Balquhain, a contract containing a tack of the
teind-sheaves of the lands of Balquhain and

* Balquhain Charters, Nos. 360-364.
1 Ibid. No. 990.
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was a Privy Councillor, and a true and faithfal
servant of King Charles I. both in court and
camp. He received several wounds in the king’s
service. After the execution of the king, he
retired to Holland, where he settled with his
family, and acquired some property. In his
absence, his brother, Alexander Leslie of Tullos,
managed his Scotch property.

Besides the family estates of Balquhain,
William Leslie acquired considerable property
about Stirling, called Cambusbarron, which had
formerly belonged to the prior and convent of
Stirling, and of which Alexander Erskine, brother
of John, Lord Erskine of Kelly, got a charter,
10th May 1560.* Thomas, Earl of Kelly, dis-
poned these lands to William Leslie, who got a
charter of them, under the Great Seal, 12th July
1640.+ William Leslie, designed servitor to the
King, Charles I., wadset tthese lands to his brother
Alexander Leslie of Tullos, redeemable for 11,000
merks, 3d August 1642,f and granted to him a
charter of the same. Sasine followed thereupon
12th August 1642, and registered at Stirling on
the same day.§ William Leslie obtained letters of
horning against the superior of the lands of Cam-
busbarron, to infeft him therein, proceeding on a
decreet of adjudication, 20th July 1642.]] Execu-

* Balquhain Charters, No. 794.
t 1bid. No. 795. 1 1bid. No. 796. § 1bid. No. 797.
| 2bid. No. 799.

e —————-
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tion of charge followed thereupon against the
magistrates of Stirling, the Earl of Kellie, and
Lord Erskine, 11th August 1642 ;* and another
execution of charge against the said Earl and Lord
Erskine, 16th November 1647.+ William Leslie
authorised his brother, Alexander Leslie of Tullos,
to sell the lands of Cambusbarron, and to dispose
of the house at Stirling, 3d March 1651.f An
inventory was made of the books which were in
the cabinet left by William Leslie at Stirling, and
the inventory was signed by Alexander Leslie of
Tullos, 13th July 1652.§ An opinion anent the
sale of the lands of Cambusbarron was obtained
from John Gilmour and other lawyers, 19th
August 1652.| Alexander Leslie of Tullos dis-
poned the lands of Cambusbarron to the town of
Stirling, and the disposition was ratified by
William Leslie of Balquhain 31st January 1653,
and registered in books of Session 29th June
1653.1 William Leslie granted a discharge to
Alexander Leslie of Tullos for his intromissions
with the rents of the lands of Cambusbarron for
the crop and year 1655, and for 16,000 merks, the
price of the said lands received from the town of
Stirling, 25th February 1659.** Alexander Leslie
obtained an inhibition against William Leslie,
proceeding upon the ratification of the sale of the

* Balquhain Charters, No. 800. t Ibid. No. 801.
+ Ibid. No. 805. § Ibid. No. 809. || 2bid. No. 810.
q 1vid. No. 818. ** Ibid. No. 822.
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lands of Cambusbarron to the burgh of Stirling,
and the obligement of relief therein contained,
10th June 1665.*

William Leslie, on succeeding to the estates of
Balquhain, found that they were reduced to a low
ebb, being much encumbered and involved by the
extravagance of the tenth and eleventh barons,
and having no son surviving to succeed him, he
renounced his rights in the estates to his brother
Walter, Count Leslie. But Walter, Count Leslie,
having acquired large properties and high rank in
Germany, also renounced his right in favour of
his elder brother, Alexander Leslie, called the
Goodman of Tullos, with whom William made an
arrangement, on receiving an annuity, to give up
the succession in his favour, about 1659. Alex-
ander Leslie bound himself to pay an annuity of
700 merks out of the lands of Tullos to Walter,
Count Leslie, during the lifetime of William
Leslie, 24th June 1659 ; and by a letter, dated
17th February 1660, Walter, Count Leslie,
desired Alexander Leslie to pay the said annuity
to William Leslie. T

William Leslie went to Holland, and left a
memorandum with his brother Alexander Leslie,
whom he appointed to manage his estates, 18th
March 1651.] There is an account of several
sums paid by Alexander Leslie to and for William

* Balquhain Charters, No. 830.
1 Ibid. Nos. 826, 827. 1 2bid. No. 807.
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Leslie from 1642 to 1652.% William Leslie wrote
from the Hague to his brother Alexander, 5th
September 1652,t and to his nephew Alexander,
third son of Alexander Lesliec of Tullos, 12th
September 1652.} William Leslie gave a receipt
to Norman Leslie, merchant in Aberdeen, for fifty
dollars, on account of Alexander Leslie of Tullos,
dated at Rotterdam, 26th April 1655.§ He also
granted a discharge to Alexander Leslie for the
rents of the lands of Balquhain for the crops of
1655, 1656, 1657, and 1658, dated 31st March
1659, and registered in the Commissary Court
books, 16th April 1659.] William Leslie disponed
the lands and barony of Balquhain in favour of
Mr. James Leslie, doctor of medicine in Aberdeen,
81st March 1659.1 William Leslie, designed of
Cumbusbarron, was served heir-male of John
Leslie, twelfth Baron of Balquhain, the son of his
brother, in the dominical lands of Balquhain, with
the manor-place of Balquhain, and common pas-
ture in the forest of Benachie in the parish of
Logiedurno, and in the third part of the town and
lands of Drumdurno, with common pasture in the
same forest, all united into the barony of Bal-
quhain, 5th July 1661.** A precept of Chancery

* Balquhain Charters, No. 808. ;
t Ibid. No. 811. ¥ Ibid. No. 814. § 1bid. No. 821.
|| Zbed. No. 825. 7 Ibid. No. 56.

*¥ Inquisitiones Speciales Vicecomitatus Aberdonensis, No. 352 ;
and General Service, Edinburgh, No. 4462.
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for infefting him in the said lands was issued
12th August 1661 ; sasine followed thereon 27th
August, and was registered at Aberdeen 28th
August 1661.%

William Leslie resigned the lands and barony
of Balquhain in favour of his brother, Alexander
Leslie of Tullos, proceeding upon the disposition
of the said lands and barony made by him in
favour of Dr. James Leslie in Aberdeen, 31st
March 1659 ; which disposition Dr. James Leslie
had assigned to Alexander Leslie of Tullos 6th
December 1661.+

William Leslie resigned the lands of Auldtown
and Nethertown of Knockenlewes, Whitecorse,
and Tullos, in favour of Alexander Ieslie of
Tullos, 21st February 1662.1

Thomas Forbes, wadsetter of Aquhorties, ob-
tained a summons of warrandice against William
Leslie of Balquhain, for warranting the lands of
Aquhorties from a process of reduction at the
instance of Alexander Gordon of Kincraigie, 11th
August 1663.§

Alexander Gordon of Kincraigie obtained
letters of general charge against William Leslie
of Balquhain to enter heir as brother and ap-
parent heir-male of the deceased John Leslie, fiar
of Balquhain (eleventh baron), son and apparent
heir of the deceased John Leslie elder, tenth

* Balquhain Charters, Nos. 59, 60.
t Ibid. No. 61. T Ibid. No. 62. § Ibid. No. 357.
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Baron of Balquhain; and against Janet Leslie,
daughter and apparent heir of line of the said
deceased John Leslie, fiar of Balquhain, and
James Elphinstone, younger of Glack, her hus-
band, 1st August 1665.*

Alexander Gordon of Kincraigie, and Patrick
Gordon, his eldest son, transferred the warrandice
of the lands of Syde and others to Alexander
Leslie of Tullos, 18th August 1665.1

The Lords of Session pronounced a decreet
cognitionis causa, at the instance of Alexander
Gordon of Kincraigie, against William Leslie of
Balquhain, Janet Leslie, and James Elphinstone
her spouse, finding the rents of the lands of Syde
and others, which had been evicted by the Earl
of Mar, by a decreet dated 26th March 1635,
and the price of the said lands to extend to
£46,445 :12 : 2 Scots,—31st July 1667.} And
Alexander Gordon of Kincraigie obtained a
decreet, 30th June 1668, against William Leslie
of Balquhain, Janet Leslie, and James Elphinstone
her spouse, adjudging all and haill the lands of
Aquhorties, with the mill and multures thereof,
and the lands of Bograxie, to the said Alexander
Gordon, in payment of the foresaid £46,445:12:2.§
Alexander Gordon obtained letters of horning on
the above decreet, 20th August 1668. ||

Janet Leslie, daughter of John Leslie, eleventh

* Balquhain Charters, No. 365. t Ibid. No. 366.
1 Ibid. No. 368. § Ibid. No. 369. | Zbid. No. 370,
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Baron of Balquhain, and James Elphinstone of
Glack, her husband, granted a discharge to
William Leslie of Balquhain of the provision
contained in their contract of marriage, 20th July
1670; registered in Sheriff-Court books, Aberdeen,
Ist August 1670.*

William Leslie of Balquhain married Marjory
Bernard, an English lady, by whom he had five
sons and five daughters, who all died in their
minority, except one daughter, Mary, who mar-
ried Sir Elias Lechton, knight, who was colonel
of a regiment.

The Laurus Leslwana observes that it is re-
markable that of all the Barons of Balquhain
none of them hitherto had failed to have a male
heir of their own bodies to succeed them, except
this William, the thirteenth baron, and his pre-
decessor, John, the twelfth baron, who were the
only two of the family who had become Pro-
testants, and the Lawrus says the same has
happened in other Scotch families. It may also
be remarked that James, Count Leslie, the seven-
teenth baron, Ernest, Count Leslie, the eighteenth
baron, and Peter Leslie Grant, the nineteenth
baron, who were Protestants, also died childless.

William Leslie, thirteenth Baron of Balquhain,
died in Holland at an advanced age in 1671, and
was succeeded by his half-brother, Alexander
Leslie of Tullos.

* Balquhain Charters, No. 862.
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Gilbert Farquhar, having acquired the.lands of
Tullos, with the teind-sheaves of the same, from
Gordon of Braco, who held them by wadsett from
John Leslie, eleventh Baron of Balquhain, alien-
ated the said lands and teind-sheaves in favour of
Alexander Leslie, and Jean Elphinstone his
spouse, 20th May 1630, and granted a charter of
the same on the same day; sasine followed thereon
31st July 1630, and was registered at Aberdeen
6th August 1630.*

An inventory of the houses of Tullos was made
at the entry of Alexander Leslie, and was signed
by him, and by John Leslie, eleventh Baron of
Balquhain, 10th June 1630.t

John, Earl of Mar, and John Leslie, eleventh
Baron of Balquhain, renounced the lands of Tullos
in favour of Alexander Leslie, 25th July 1630.}

John Leslie, eleventh Baron of Balquhain, con-
firmed the former securities of the lands of Tullos
in the person of his brother, the said Alexander
Leslie, with a warrandice, containing a new re-
version of 1300 merks, 27th October 1630.§

Alexander Leslie of Tullos wrote a letter to
Patrick Leslie of Whitehall, burgess of Aberdeen,
and wadsetter of the lands of Whitecorse, request-
ing him to allow Alexander Robertson, minister
of Chapel of Garioch, some feal which he had cast
by mistake, on the lands of Whitecorse, 26th

* Balquhain Charters, Nos. 193-195.
t Ibid. No. 197. 1 1bid. 198, § ITbid. No. 196.
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in the lands of Whitecorse, disponed his right and
title to the said croft in favour of Alexander
Leslie of Tullos, and Jean Elphinstone his spouse,
16th August 1638.%*

John Leslie, twelfth Baron of Balquhain, re-
nounced and discharged all former reversions
granted to him by Patrick Leslie of Whitehall,
for the redemption of the lands of Whitecorse,
and all reversions granted to him or his father
by Alexander Leslie of Tullos, or by Gilbert
Farquhar, or any of their predecessors, in favour
of Alexander Leslie of Tullos, and Jean Elphin-
stone his spouse, 13th May 1640.

Robert Farquhar, bailie of Aberdeen, with the
consent of John Blackhall of that Ilk, and of his
mother and three sisters, alienated all right which
he had to the two ploughs of the lands of Auld-
town of Knockenlewes in favour of Alexander
Leslie of Tullos, 30th November 1649.1

John Blackhall of that Ilk, with the consent of
his mother, alienated the haill lands of Auldtown
of Knockenlewes in favour of Alexander Leslie
of Tullos, and granted the lands of Blackhall as
warrandice, 3d December 1649.§

John, Lord Erskine, as taking burden on him-
self for John, Earl of Mar, his father, and Sir
Francis Erskine, his brother, made a minute of
sale, whereby he agreed to dispone the lands of

* Balquhain Charters, No. 203.
t Ibid. No. 204, T Ibid. No. 118. § Tbid. No. 122.
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Auldtown and Nethertown of Knockenlewes in
favour of Alexander Leslie of Tullos, 11th April
1650.* The disposition was effected 27th June
1650, and John, Earl of Mar, and his sons,
granted a charter of the said lands to Alexander
Leslie of Tullos, to be holden “de me,” 27th
June ; sasine followed thereon 10th July, and
was registered at Aberdeen 26th July 1650.t
John Leslie of Badifora and Artannis, designed
also of Nethertown of Knockenlewes, disponed in
favour of Alexander Leslie of Tullos all right which
he had to the lands of Nethertown of Knocken-
lewes, 6th May 1650 ; and granted a charter of
the said lands in his favour on the same day ;
sasine followed thereupon 9th May 1650, and
was registered at Edinburgh 24th June 1650.}
Sir Patrick Leslie of Whitehall and Thomas
Ronald, on behalf of John Galloway junior,
burgess of Aberdeen, sold to Alexander Leslie of
Tullos the rood and other lands disponed by
George Leslie, bailie of Inverurie, to Sir Patrick
Leslie, 20th November 1652; and Sir Patrick
Leslie granted a bond of warrandice to Alexander
Leslie of Tullos for relieving him of the warrandice
contained in the contract of sale, 27th May 1653.§
Alexander Abercrombie of Fetternear granted
a bond to Alexander Leslie of Tullos, obliging
himself to discharge any right that he or his son

* Balquhain Charters, No. 206. t Zbid. Nos. 207-211.
T 7Ibid. Nos. 148-150. § Ibid. No. 792.
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Francis should acquire in the lands of Auwldtown
of Knockenlewes flowing from John or William
Blackhall, and that in respect that the said Alex-
ander Leslie had renounced in favour of Francis
Abercrombie his right of warrandice of the lands
of Blackhall, granted to him by John Blackhall,
24th January 1657.%

Gilbert, Earl of Erroll, set and dlsponed to Alex-
ander Leslie of Tullos the teind-sheavesof half of the
town and lands of Whiterashes, 17th April 1657.1

John, Earl of Loudon, as having right, disponed
in favour of Alexander Leslie of Tullos all the
annuities of teinds which were due to the king,
Charles I., by the Act of Parliament of June 1633,
furth of the teinds of the lands of Auldtown and
Nethertown of Knockenlewes, and also of the
lands of Balquhain, for all the years bygone and
in time coming, 4th February 1659.%

Mr. Alexander Strachan, minister of Chapel of
Garioch, made a declaration to Alexander Leslie
of Tullos concerning the lands of Whitecorse,
25th July 1661.§

Alexander Leslie of Tullos got a charter under
the Great Seal of the lands of Balquhain united
into one barony, proceeding on the resignation of
William Leslie, thirteenth Baron of Balquhain,
21st February 1662.] A precept for infefting

* Balquhain Charters, No. 125. -
T Ibid. No. 95. 1 Ibid. No. 96. - § Ibid. No. 919.
| Registrum Magni Sigilli, lib. lviii, No. 81.







110

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF

CHAP. I.

Alexander,
Count Leslie,
LFourteenth
Baron of
Balguhain.
1671.

1673.

1673.

1674.

1674.

Alexander Leslie of Tullos assigned to Alex-
ander Strachan of Kinaldie a bond for 2000 merks
of principal and annual rent, contained in a bond
granted to him by Thomas Forbes of Aquhorties,
4th January 1671.*

Alexander Forbes of Ardo disponed the lands
of Largie, Meikle Wardis, and the teinds of the
same, in favour of Alexander Leslie of Balquhain,
and Patrick Leslie, his son, and the other heirs of
tailzie, 10th September 1673.+

Alexander, Lord Pitsligo, with the consent of
Alexander Forbes of Ardo, resigned the lands of
Largie and Meikle Wardis into the hands of the
king for new infeftment to be given to Alexander
Leslie of Balquhain, 19th December 1673. }

Alexander Farquharson of Wardis renounced
all right which he had in the lands of Brankstone
in favour of Alexander Leslie of Balquhain, 16th
January 1674.§

Alexander Leslie of Balquhain got a charter of
the lands of Largie, Meikle Wardis, and the teind-
sheaves of the same, under the Great Seal, 20th |
January 1674 ;|| sasine followed thereon 23d
January 1674, registered at Aberdeen 3d April
1674.9

Alexander and Thomas Smith, sons of the

* Balquhain Charters, No. 993. + Ibid. No. 544.
I Ibid. No. 547. § Ibid. No. 548.
|| Registrum Magni Sigilli, 1ib. 1xiv. No. 60.
91 Balquhain Charters, No. 550.
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deceased William Smith in Blairdaff, disponed the
lands of Middleton, which had been wadsett to
them in 1638, in favour of Alexander Leslie of
Balquhain in liferent, and Patrick Leslie, his son,
in fee, 9th December 1673 ;* which disposition
was ratified by John Gordon of Braco, 28th Janu-
ary 1674.t
Alexander, Count Leslie, fourteenth Baron of
Balquhain, married, about 1634, Jean Elphinstone,
daughter of James Elphinstone of Glack, de-
scended from a brother of the celebrated Bishop
Elphinstone of Aberdeen, who was of Lord El-
phinstone’s family. By her he had—
I JorN, who died young at Dundee in returning from
France, 1659.

II. JamEs, who went to Germany, and succeeded his uncle
Walter, Count Leslie, as second Count Leslie, of whom
hereafter.

III. PaTRICK, who succeeded his father as fifteenth Baron of
Balquhain, of whom hereafter.

IV. Winiam Aroysivs, who went abroad, and having
studied for the church, received holy orders, and was
made a canon of the cathedral church of Wratislaw.
He afterwards resigned his benefice and entered the
society of Jesus, and was successively Professor of
Philosophy at Perugia, Rector of the Scotch College at
Douai, Superior of the Missions in Secotland, and
Rector of the Scotch College at Rome. He was the
author of the Laurus Lesleana, published at Gratz in
1692, and entitled “ Laurus Lesleeana explicata, sive
clarior enumeratio personarum utriusque sexus cogno-
minis Leslie, unacum affinibus, titulis, officiis, dominiis,
gestisque celebrioribus breviter indicatis, quibus a sex-

* Balquhain Charters, Nos. 233 and 243. + Ibid. No. 244.

CHAP. 1.

Alexander,
Count Leslie,
Fourteenth
Baron of
Balguhain.

1674.

1634.

1659.




112

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF

CHAP. I.

Alexander,
Count Leslze,
Fourteent
Baron of
Balguhain.

1693.

1692.

1691.

centis et amplius annis prosapia illa floret, ex variis
authoribus, manuscriptis et testimoniis fide dignis in
unum collecta. Graecii, Apud Heredes Widmanstadij,
Anno 1692. The Honourable John Gordon, aged 80,
second son of John, third Earl of Aboyne, stated in his
evidence, given in 1760, in the law-process between
Anthony, Count Leslie, and Peter Leslie Grant, that
he had been educated at the Scotch college at Donuai,
where he became acquainted with the Rev. William
Leslie, who was residing in the Scotch college there,
and was remarkable for having a hare-lip ; and he
afterwards saw the Rev. William Leslie in Scotland,
where he was superior of the Catholic missions ; and
that he knew that some time afterwards he went to be
rector of the Scotch college at Rome. During the
time that he was at Douai, in 1693, the Rev. William
Leslie informed him that he was the chief compiler of
the Laurus Lesleana—a work containing the gene-
alogy and the history of the family of Leslie, published
in 1692, and also presented him with a copy of the
work. He recollected seeing in the college at Douai
a picture in oil, said to be the portrait of one of the
German branch of the family of Balquhain—a copper-
plate copy of which picture is at the beginning of the
Laurus Leslzana, which is dedicated to James, second
Count Leslie. There is a great eulogium of the Rev.
William Leslie in Sir Andrew Balfour’s “ Advice for
Travelling.” Besides the Laurus Lesleana, the Rev.
William Leslie also wrote in Italian La Vita di Santa
Margarita, Regina di Scozia, published at Rome in
1691. In the Lawrus Lesleanez, under Alexander,
fourteenth Baron of Balquhain, he makes the following
mention of himself :—* Tertiogenitus Guilielmus Aloy-
sius relicto canonicatu Wratislaviensi Romae Socie-
tatem Jesu ingressus, ibidem postea fuit Colegii Scot-
orum Rector.” In his enumeration he calls himself
the third son of Alexander, fourteenth baron, not
counting the first-born son John, who died young.

V. ALEXANDER, a Count of the Holy Roman Empire, who

went over to Germany to his brother James, second
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Count Leslie, by whom he was educated. Being a
man of genius, he first applied himself to letters, and
made great progress in learning. But on receiving
the rank of lieutenant-colonel in Mansfeld’s regiment
from the Emperor, he quitted the closet and signalised
himself as much in the field of Mars as he had done
in the school of Minerva. He was also appointed
chamberlain to the Emperor. During the famous
siege of Vienna by the Turks in 1683, Alexander,
Count Leslie, commanded his regiment with great
gallantry. Being ordered by Count Staremberg, the
governor, to make a sortie on the besiegers, while
commanding and leading on his men, he was mortally
wounded, and died with pious resignation 8th August
1683, and was buried in the Leslie Chapel at the
Scotch Benedictine Abbey in Vienna. He married
Cressentia Christina, Countess Heberstein, only daugh-
ter and heiress of George Gunthereus, Count Heber-
stein, and by her had a son, Francis James, Count
Leslie, who died without issue in 1700.

Besides these five sons, Alexander, Count Leslie,
fourteenth Baron of Balquhain, had three daugh-
ters, who all died young.

Alexander, Count Leslie, fourteenth Baron of
Balquhain, died 3d March 1677, in the eightieth
year of his age, and was succeeded by his second
surviving son, Patrick, Count Leslie, fifteenth
Baron of Balquhain.

PATRICK, COUNT LESLIE,
FIFTEENTH BARON OF BALQUHAIN.
Parrick, Count Leslie, second surviving son of

Alexander, Count Leslie, fourteenth Baron of
Balquhain, by his wife Jean Elphinstone of Glack,
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succeeded as fifteenth Baron of Balquhain, on the
death of his father, 3d March 1677, in conse-
quence of his elder brother, James, having
succeeded his uncle, Walter, Count Leslie, in
Germany, in 1667.

Patrick, Count Leslie, was born in 1640. He
was made a Privy Councillor by King James
VII. in 1686. The Laurus Lesleana says of him
“Est hic Patritius a serenissimo nostro rege et
clementissimo Domino Jacobo VII., in intimum
Scotize consilium adlectus, vir prudens justus et
fidei avite tenax.” Patrick, Count Leslie of Bal-
quhain, is on the roll of freeholders, 8th October
1690, who were obliged to give suit, service, and
presence, at the three head-courts held yearly by
the Sheriff of Aberdeen.

Patrick, Count Leslie, was a frugal and virtuous
gentleman. With the aid of money which he
received from his brother, James, Count Leslie, in
Germany, he redeemed much of the property
which had formerly belonged to the family, but
which had been alienated or mortgaged by his
predecessors, particularly the barony of Fetter-
near, which, as has been related, was alienated by
John Leslie, eleventh Baron of Balquhain, in 1625,
to his brother-in-law Sir Alexander Hay of Dal-
gety, who transferred his wadsett rights to Hector
Abercromby of Westhall, second son of Alexander
Abercromby of Birkenbog, in 1627. By docu-
ments in the charter-room at Fetternear, and by
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others in the po'ssession of the Birkenbog family,
it appears that Count Patrick Leslie purchased
or redeemed the barony of Fetternear, 20th
August 1690, from Francis Abercromby, Lord
Glassford, who married Lady Sempill. Alexander
Abercromby of Aquhorsk, a member of the Birken-
bog family, who rented the mansion-house of
Fetternear, renounced his possession in favour of
Patrick, Count Leslie, 23d August 1690. Patrick,
Count Leslie, after his succession to the Leslie
estates in Germany, on the death of his brother
Count James in 1694, also made additions to the
Balquhain property, purchasing the lands of the
barony of Insch, Boddam, Greenhall, Muiryhead-
less, Knockenbaird, Scotstown, and Aquhorties.

We gather much information regarding Patrick,
Count Leslie, from the evidence given by wit-
nesses in the law proceedings which took place
during the disputed succession after the death of
his grandson, Ernest, Count Leslie, eighteenth
Baron of Balquhain, who died without issue in
1739. William Watt in Nethertown of Fetter-
near stated in his evidence that he was upwards
of 75 years of age; that he knew Count Patrick
Leslie, and was aware that he received remittances
of money from his brother, Count James Leslie in
Germany, with which he redeemed the lands of
Fetternear, which had been alienated to the
Abercrombys.

After recovering possession of Fetternear, Count
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Patrick Leslie occasionally resided therc.” In the
law proceedings above alluded to, Jean Erskine,
widow of James Moir of Stoneywood, deponed
that she often visited Count Patrick Leslie both
at Balquhain Castle and at Fetternear. John
Steel, Mill of Fintray, aged 85, deponed that his
father was gardener at Fetternear, and that when
very young he used to go with his father and
carry fruit from Fetternear over to Balquhain,
and that he afterwards lived with Count Patrick
Leslie both at Balquhain and at Fetternear.
Count Patrick Leslie afterwards abandoned
Balquhain Castle as his principal residence, and
took up his abode at Fetternear House per-
manently about 1692. Fetternear House then
possessed many advantages, being built on a fine
site near the banks of the Don, commanding a
splendid view of the surrounding country. The
domain was richly wooded, having extensive
avenues of magnificent trees. The pleasure-
grounds were curiously laid out, and there were
excellent gardens, which were renowned as being
peculiarly productive. =~ The mansion-house was
extremely spacious and commodious, and formed
three sides of a square. It was handsomely fur-
nished, and was adorned with a fine collection of
paintings, including many family portraits, amongst
others those of James Ernest, Count Leslie in
Germany, of his lady the Princess Berne de Lich-
tenstein, and of their son Count Joseph Patrick
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Sigismund Leslie, and of their daughter Maria
Antonia Leslie.

Count Patrick Leslie had also a town-house in
Aberdeen. It is recorded in the Journal of the
Presbytery of Aberdeen that there were four
priests residing in Aberdeen in 1698, and that
mass was publicly celebrated in the dwelling-
house of Count Patrick Leslie of Balquhain in
Aberdeen, by his brother the Rev. William Leslie.
In the list of Catholics sent by the Presbytery of
Aberdeen to the General Assembly in 1700,
eighty were named, and amongst them were
Count Patrick Leslie, Lady Wartle, and the
Laird of Hilton.

Count Patrick Leslie, seeing that his elder
brother, Count James Leslie in Germany, had no
children, and that he himself was the next heir to
the family estates in Germany, thus having the
prospect of uniting the Scotch and German estates
in his own person, was desirous of establishing
two families. Therefore, in 1692, he executed
a primary deed of entail, settling the estates of
Balquhain on his second son, George Leslie, with
clauses regulating the succession of heirs-male to
the Scotch and German properties. On the
death of his brother, James, second Count Leslie,
in 1694, without issue, Count Patrick succeeded
as he expected to the German estates, and hence-
forth was known by the style and title of Count
Patrick Leslie. John Lumsden, law-agent in
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Edinburgh, deponed, in the law-process- already
mentioned, that he knew Patrick Leslie of Bal-
quhain, who was styled count after, but not
before, the death of his brother, Count James
Leslie in Germany in 1694, although he had a
right to the title previously through his father,
Count Alexander Leslie, fourteenth Baron of
Balquhain.

Count Patrick Leslie now proposed to put his
son, Count James Ernest, in immediate possession
of the German estates, on condition that he should
renounce all claim to the Scotch estates in favour
of his younger brother, George Leslie, Count
Patrick’s son by his second marriage. To this
proposition James Ernest acceded, as is testified
by a letter written by him to his father, 9th
December 1695, in which he says that if he were
put in possession of the German estates he would
have enough, and that it would be a prouder
thing for the family to be represented by him in
Germany, and by his half-brother George in
Scotland, than if both fortunes were held by the
same person. In this letter James Ernest refused
to bear the title of count during his father’s life-
time.

In consequence of this agreement, Count Pat-
rick Leslie executed another deed of entail in
1700, in which he revoked some clauses of the
former entail of 1692, and altered others, at the
same time confirming the settlement of the
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Scotch estates on his second son, George Leslie ;
and he added new clauses in case of failure of
direct heirs-male, regulating the succession of the
male issue of his daughters, Ladies Marjory, Ann
Francisca, Teresa, Mary, Margaret, and Jean, with
regard both to the Scotch and German estates.
These entails were written by William Grant of
Crichie, from Count Patrick Leslie’s directions.

Patrick Leslie, and Elizabeth Douglas his
spouse, got a charter under the Great Seal of the
lands of Auldtown and Nethertown of Knocken-
lewes, and also of the lands and barony of
Balquhain, to them and the heirs-male of tailzie,
proceeding on the resignation of Count Alexander
Leslie, fourteenth Baron of Balquhain, 29th July
1664 ;* sasine following thereupon 2d December
1664, and was registered at Aberdeen 3d January
1665.1

Patrick Leslie executed a bond of tailzie of the
lands and barony of Balquhain in favour of
himself and the other heirs of tailzie therein
mentioned, 22d November 1666.%

Patrick Leslie got a charter of the barony of
Balquhain under the Great Seal from King
Charles II., anno regni 18, 23d November
1666.§

Patrick Leslie got a gift under the Privy Seal,

* Balquhain Charters, Nos, 66, 67.
t [bid. No. 68. 1 Ibid. No. 70.
§ Registrum Magnz Sigilli,1ib. 1xi. No. 188 ; and lib. iii. folio 69.
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of the escheat of John Leslie, twelfth Baron of
Balquhain, 22d July 1666.*

The Lords of Session pronounced a decreet of
general declarator, at the instance of Patrick
Leslie, against Count Walter Leslie in Germany,
and William Leslie, thirteenth Baron of Balquhain,
then residing in Holland, upon the above gift of
escheat, 8th December 1666.7

Patrick Leslie got a gift under the Privy Seal
of the escheat of William Leslie, thirteenth Baron
of Balquhain, 8th February 1667.1

Patrick Leslie of Balquhain got a charter
under the Great Seal of the lands of Over and
Nether Boddam, from King Charles II., 7th
May, anno regni 19, A.D. 1667.§

Patrick Leslie of Balquhain got a charter under
the Great Seal of the barony of Balquhain, in
favour of himself and the heirs of tailzie therein
mentioned, proceeding on his own resignation,
4th February 1670 ;| sasine following thereon
31st March 1670, registered at Aberdeen 2d
May 1670.9 This charter was ratified by act of
parliament 22d August 1670.**

William Forbes, minister of Inverurie, obliged

* Balquhain Charters, No. 882.
t Ibid. No. 883. 1 1bid. No. 886.
§ Registrum Magni Sigilli, lib.1xi. No. 256 ; and lib. iii. folio 94.
|| Balguhain Charters, No. 76.
T Registrum Magni Sigillé, 1ib. 1xii. No. 185 ; and Balquhain
Charters, No. 79.
** Balquhain Charters, No. 80.
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himself to Patrick Leslie of Balquhain to accept
a certain sum of money and a quota of victual, as
stipend, out of the lands of Knockenlewes, 11th
May 1677.* He also made a disposition of the
haill houses upon the manse-lands in favour of
the heritors, 8th March 1678.+

Mary Irvine, spouse of Patrick Leslie of Bal-
quhain, renounced in favour of the said Patrick
Leslie 12 chalders of victual, part of the 30
chalders provided for her by her contract of
marriage, 17th November 1680 ; registered in
Geeneral Register, Edinburgh, 2d December 1680.
She made another renunciation to the same effect
before one of the bailies of Inverurie. }

Patrick Leith, second son of George Leith of
Freefield, disponed his wadsett rights in the
town and lands of Greenhall in favour of Patrick
Leslie of Balquhain, 18th June 1683.§ And
Charles, Earl of Mar, and John Keirie of
Gogar, disponed the said town and lands, and
the lands of Muiryheadless, in favour of Pat-
rick Leslie of Balquhain, and the heirs-male
of his body, to be holden in feu of the said earl,
for the yearly payment of £3 Scots, 24th March
1683, and granted a charter to this effect on the
same day ; sasine followed thereon 4th July, and
was registered at Aberdeen 12th July 1683.|| -

Patrick Anderson, wadsetter of the lands of

* Balquhain Charters, No. 983. t Zbid. No. 895.
% Ibid. No. 864.  § Ibid. No.568. || Jbid. Nos. 570-572.
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Knockenbaird, with the mill and mill-lands
thereof, renounced the said lands in favour of
Charles, Earl of Mar, the superior thereof, and
John Keirie of Gogar, of whom he held the same
in wadsett, 30th November 1680 ; and the said
earl, with the consent of John Keirie and Dame
Jane Mackenzie, Countess Dowager of Mar,
granted a charter of the said lands and mill to
Patrick Leslie of Balquhain, and his heirs therein
mentioned, to be held of the said earl in feu for
16 merks yearly, 23d December 1680 ; sasine
followed 21st May 1681, and was registered at
Aberdeen 8th June 1681.*

Patrick Leslie of Balquhain got a charter under
the Great Seal, confirming the charters granted to
him by Charles, Earl of Mar, and John Keirie
of Gogar, of the lands of Knockenbaird, Scots-
town, Greenhall, and Muiryheadless, 4th April
1683. 1

Alexander Johnston, burgess of Inverurie, made
a disposition of a desk in the parish church of
Inverurie in favour of Patrick Leslie of Balquhain,
30th June 1683.1

Patrick Leslie of Balquhain made a contract of
marches with James Gordon, younger of Lesmore,
with the consent of Sir William Gordon of
Lesmore, settling the marches of the hill of
Foundland between the lands of Meikle Wardis

* Balquhain Charters, Nos. 577-579.
t Ibid. No. 584. + Ibid. No. 898.
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and Largie, and the lands of Johnsleys, 2d August
1683.%

Adam Urquhart of Meldrum assigned to
Francis Abercromby of Fetternear an obligement
granted by Arthur Forbes of Brux, concerning a
decreet of adjudication of the lands of Aquhorties,
and a charter of the same, 5th December 1683 ;
and Francis Abercromby translated the said
assignation to Patrick Leslie of Balquhain, 22d
June 1685 ; and on the same day, Francis Aber-
cromby, and Dame Anne Sempill his spouse,
executed a disposition in favour of Patrick Leslie
of Balquhain, and the heirs-male of his body,
whereby, for the sum of 16,000 merks paid by the
said Patrick Leslie to Dame Anne Sempill in
payment pro tanto of her liferent right over the
lands of Sempill, the said Francis Abercromby,
and Dame Anne Sempill his spouse, dispone to
the said Patrick Leslie all and haill the lands
and manor-place of Aquhorties as therein con-
tained. t

Francis Abercromby resigned the lands of
Aquhorties into the hands of the king, for new
infeftment to be given to Patrick Leslie of
Balquhain, 3d August 1688.1

The Commission for repairing Highways and
Bridges granted a warrant in favour of the Laird
of Balquhain, 22d May 1688.§

* Balquhain Charters, No. 553.
t 1bid. Nos. 441-443. I Ibid. No. 446. § Ibid. No. 899.
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Mr. George Clerk, minister of Chapel -of Gari-
och, granted a discharge to Patrick Leslie of
Balquhain for crop 1690, dated 31st August
1690 ; also one for crop 1693, dated 22d Feb-
ruary 1695 ; and another for teind-money 2d Sep-
tember 1698.%*

Francis, Lord Glassford, and Anne, Lady
Sempill, his spouse, disponed the barony of Fetter-
near in favour of Patrick Leslie of Balquhain, and
Mary Irvine his spouse, and granted a charter of
the same to them in liferent, and to their son,
George Leslie, and the other heirs of tailzie
therein mentioned, in fee, 20th August 1690;
sasine followed thereon 30th December 1690,
registered at Aberdeen 16th January 1691.t
Alexander Abercromby of Aquhorsk renounced
his possession of the fortalice and manor-place of
Fetternear, in favour of Patrick Leslie of Bal-
quhain, 23d August 1690.1 Anne, Lady Sempill,
ratified the disposition of the barony of Fetternear
in favour of Patrick Leslie, before one of the
bailies of the burgh of Inverurie, 29th August
1690.§

Patrick Leslie of New Rayne granted a bond
for 27,000 merks of principal, and 9000 merks of
penalty, in favour of Patrick Leslie of Balquhain,
bearing annual rent from the date thereof, and
payable at Martinmas then next, dated 27th

* Balquhain Charters, No. 928.
t Ibid. Nos. 498, 499. I 7bid. No. 503.  § 7bid. No. 504.
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October 1691, registered in books of Session 16th
December 1691.%* Count Patrick Leslie of Bal-
quhain obtained letters of charge against Patrick
Leslie of New Rayne to enter as heir to his great-
grandfather, John Leslie of Wardis, 19th December
1695.t The Lords of Session pronounced a
decreet, at the instance of Count Patrick Leslie of
Balquhain, against Patrick Leslie of New Rayne,
for himself and as lawfully charged to enter heir
in special, as said is, adjudging all and haill the
lands of Scotstown, Knockenbaird, Greenhall, and
Muiryheadless, to Count Patrick Leslie, in pay-
ment and satisfaction to him of £29,220 Scots,
11th November 1696.1

Count Patrick Leslie assigned the foresaid
decreet in so far as relates to the lands of Meikle
Durno, to Mr. James Elphinstone of Logie, 28th
May 1697.§

James Elphinstone, writer to the signet, trans-
ferred all right which he had to the lands of
Middletown of Knockenlewes, by virtue of the
gift of ward, nonentry, and marriage, in favour
of Count Patrick Leslie of Balquhain, 24th
December 1691. ||

Count Patrick Leslie disponed the haill lands
and barony of Balquhain in favour of George
Leslie, his eldest son by Mary Irvine, his second

* Balquhain Charters, No. 587.
t Ibid. No. 589. 1 Ibid. No. 590. § Ibid. No. 592.
|| Z7bdd. No. 253.
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wife, and the other heirs of tailzie, reserving his
own liferent, 15th June 1694.*

Count Patrick Leslie of Balquhain, and George
Leslie his son, got a charter under the Great Seal
of the lands and barony of Insch, and also of the
lands of Boddam, 21st July 1699, William and
Mary, anno regni 11.+

Robert Forbes of Learney g.ranted a tack of
the teind-sheaves of the lands of Balquhain, as
advocate titular and hereditary proprietor of the
same, to Count Patrick Leslie, for nineteen years
from and after the expiry of any other rights the
said Count Patrick had thereto, 10th May 1701.3
He also granted a discharge to the said Count
Patrick of all the annual teind tack-duty stipulated
by the said tack for all the years of the tack, 10th
May 1701.§

William Leslie, minister of Chapel of Garioch,
gave a receipt to the Laird of Balquhain for part
payment of the vicarage dues for the years 1707
and 1708, dated 15th January 1709. ||

John Pirie, collector of money for repairing the
manse of Chapel of Garioch, gave a receipt to
Count Patrick Leslie of Balquhain for £6 Scots,
as his proportion for the said repairs, 1st July
1709.9

* Balquhain Charters, No. 685.
1 Registrum Magni Sigill, lib. lxxv. Nos. 123, 124.
1 Balquhain Charters, No. 99.
§ Zbid. No. 100. || Zb7d. No. 932. 91 1bid. No. 934.
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Patrick, Count Leslie, married first, 24th
November 1661, Elizabeth Douglas, daughter of
Gavin Douglas of Bridgford, son of William, Earl
of Angus. In the legal proceedings already
alluded to we find that Walter Leith, merchant
in Aberdeen, aged 30 years, produced a Latin
copy of the Bible in folio, printed at Paris in
1537, which he had bought from David Angus,
bookseller in Aberdeen, in 1744, and on which
there were written on two leaves, then produced,
the following entries :—

“Anno Domini 1661, die 24 Novembris, nempe Dominica
P.G.L. Conjunxit in Matrimonium Patritium Leslie et Eliza-

betham Douglas—quo die praedictae dominae Pater Robertus
Douglas a Pseudoministris excommunicatus fuit.”

“1669. 20 June, Sunday, was born James Leslie, Baptized
the same day.”

“1678. 21 November, died Elizabeth Douglas, mother of
the above, in childbed of a daughter Elizabeth.”

“The 3rd August 1679, was married Patrick Leslie of Bal-
quhain, and Mary Irvine, daughter of the Laird of Drum.”

“1682. August 26th, Saturday, George Leslie was born and
baptized this day.”

By Elizabeth Douglas Count Patrick Leslie
had issue—

I. JaMEs ErRNEST, born 20th June 1669. He succeeded

his uncle James, second Count Leslie in Germany.
See hereafter.

II. ALEXANDER, born 1670. He died young in Germany.

II1. MARJORY, born 1663 ; married, about 1693, Alexander
Leslie of Pitcaple. Their son, Sir James Leslie, claimed
the Balquhain estates in 1740, against Charles Cajetan,
Count Leslie. See hereafter.
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IV. AnNE Francisca, born about 1664. She was a pen-
sioner for six years in a convent at Mons, under
Madam Leslie, the lady abbess. She returned to
Scotland in 1680, and was married in November
1689 to John Grant of Ballindalloch. John Watson,
aged 85, deponed that he got money from George
Leslie of Balquhain when he was playing as a piper on
the occasion of the marriage of Anne Francisca Leslie,
Count Patrick’s daughter, with John Grant of Ballin-
dalloch. Their grandson, Peter Leslie Grant, claimed
and recovered the estate of Balquhain from Anthony,
Count Leslie, in 1762, and became twentieth Baron of
Balquhain. See hereafter.

V. TERESA LESLIE, born about 1672 ; married in 1699 to
Robert Duguid of Auchinhove. Their son, Patrick
Leslie Duguid, eventually succeeded to Peter Leslie
Grant as next heir of entail, and became twenty-first
Baron of Balquhain. See hereafter.

VI. EuizaBereE LesiLiE, born in November 1678. She
became a nun, and was lady abbess of the Ursuline
convent at Lisle. She was usually styled Lady Betty
Leslie. She died in 1767, having lived to a great
age, much esteemed by all who knew her. There is
a painting of her in the dining-room at Fetternear
House.

Elizabeth Douglas died in childbed of her
daughter Elizabeth, 21st November 1678; and
Count Patrick Leslie married, secondly, 3d
August 1679, Mary Irvine, eldest daughter of
Alexander Irvine of Drum by Lady Mary Gor-
don, daughter of John, Marquis of Huntly. By
the marriage-contract, dated 23d July 1679,*
Count Patrick Leslie bound himself to secure the
estates of Balquhain to the eldest son of this

* Balquhain Charters, No. 863.
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Irvine of Drum, succeeded as sixteenth Baron of
Balquhain, on the death of his father in 1710, in
accordance with the agreement made with his
elder brother, Count James Ernest Leslie, and in
conformity with the deed of entail executed by
Count Patrick Leslie in 1700.

From the evidence given in the law process
regarding the succession to the Balquhain estates,
we learn the following circumstances :— John
Steel, Mill of Fintray, deponed that when he
was a servant to Count Patrick Leslie at Fetter-
near, he heard the Count tell his company or
visitors that George, his second son, had gone
abroad to meet his elder brother, James Ernest,
and to get from him a right to the Balquhain
estates.  William Watt in Nethertown of Fetter-
near, another witness, stated that George Leslie
went abroad in 1695 to arrange with his brother
the family affairs, on which occasion George
Leslie had wished to go to his brother’s place of
residence, but James Ernest sent him word that
if he could not appear with a retinue of horse
and men amounting to the value of 30,000 merks,
he behoved not to come to the place of his resi-
dence in Germany ; but that he, James Ernest,
would meet him at Cologne, where George Leslie
accordingly went, and met his brother, James
Ernest, who there, by an agreement, made over to
him his right of succession to the Balquhain
estates. Patrick Gordon of Aberlour, another
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witness, who had married Count Patrick Leslie’s
youngest surviving daughter, Jean, stated that
George Leslie went abroad to meet his elder
brother, Count James Ernest, which he did at
Cologne. They there arranged and made a final
settlement with regard to the succession of the
Balquhain estates, which Count James Ernest
resigned in favour of his brother George, who, on
his part, gave up all claim to the annual re-
mittance which had been promised to him out of
the German estates.

When Count Patrick Leslie went to reside at
Fetternear, George Leslie continued to occupy
the old castle of Balquhain. We find by the
Poll-books of the Shire of Aberdeen for 1696,
vol. 1. p. 292, that George, Count Leslie, son of
Patrick, Count Leslie, was residing at -Balquhain
with his family and servants. After his father’s
death he removed to Fetternear.

George Leslie got a charter under the Great
Seal of the lands and barony of Balquhain, pro-
ceeding on the resignation of his father, Count
Patrick Leslie, fifteenth Baron of Balquhain, 9th
March 1694.*

George Leslie got a charter of the lands of
Largie, proceeding on the resignation of his father,
Count Patrick Leslie, 13th June 1694 ; sasine
followed 9th July 1694.t

* Registrum Magni Sigilli, 1ib. 1xxiii. No. 76.
+ Balquhain Charters, No. 554,
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John Leslie, schoolmaster of Chapel of Garioch,
gave a receipt for £16:3:4 Scots to George
Leslie of Balquhain, 2d August 1707.%

John Pirie, collector of money for repairing
the manse of Chapel of Garioch, gave a receipt to
George Leslie of Balquhain for £33 Scots, as his
proportion for the said repairs, 4th June 1709.+
The Honourable Margaret Elphinstone, spouse of
George Leslie of Balquhain, got a charter of the
lands of Tullos and of an annuity of 2000 merks
out of the lands of Balquhain, proceeding upon
an obligation made to her by Count Patrick
Leslie, father of the said George Leslie, 9th June
1711.%

Mr. William Leslie, minister of Chapel of
Garioch, gave a discharge to George Leslie of
Balquhain for £23 : 2s. Scots, being his proportion
for repairing the kirk of Chapel of Garioch, 21st
June 1710 ;§ also for £10 : 10s. for repairs, 21st
November 1712 ;|| also for £20 : 11s. for repairing
the kirkyard dykes, and building a new school-
house, 21st November 1712 ;9 also for the money
and victual stipend for crop 1711, dated 23d
January 1713 ; and another for crop 1712, dated
6th February 1713.%**

Count George Leslie married, 1706, the Hon-
ourable Margaret Elphinstone, second daughter of

* Balquhain Charters, No. 931. T Ibid. No. 933.
I Ibid. No. 873. § ZIbid. No. 936. || Zbid. No. 1712.
9 Ibid. No. 942. *% Ibid. Nos. 943, 944.
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His mother, having been left the tutor-of her
children, resolved to bring them up Protestants,
as is shown in the following evidence. The
Honourable Mary Elphinstone, wife of Thomas
Buchan of Cairnbulg, advocate, stated that her
sister, the Honourable Margaret Elphinstone,
married George Leslie of Balquhain in 1706 ;
that George Leslie and his sisters were all bigoted
papists; that she knew there was a popish
chapel in their house, and a popish priest always
kept at Fetternear ; that when her brother-in-law,
Count George Leslie, died in 1715, his widow,
her sister, sent for the popish priest, and desired
him to pack up the popish trinkets, vestments,
baubles, and many popish books, and to carry
them away, which he accordingly did; and that
she was resolved to bring up her children, James
and Ernest, and to educate them, as Protestants,
which she did. The Honourable Mrs. Buchan
added that the family of Balquhain had then
several trinkets and vestments which, she was
informed, had been sent from Germany by James,
Count Leslie, for the use of the chapel and priest.
These church vestments and plate, which were
thus sent away were of the richest brocaded
stuffs, gold and silver cloth, and precious metals
and jewels, being made out of articles taken from
the Turks in various battles in which Field-
Marshal James, Count Leslie, had defeated them.
Besides these, many other valuable articles were
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carried away from Fetternear, amongst the rest
many family portraits, much silver plate and
rich furniture.

Not content with this, the Honourable Mar-
garet Elphinstone also induced her son, Ernest,
Count Leslie, eighteenth Baron of Balquhain, to
dismember the family estates. She had a locality,
that is the revenue of certain lands for her join-
ture on the lands of Insch and Boddam, belong-
ing to the Balquhain estates. After her husband’s
death, about 1720, she married Sir James
Gordon of Park, by whom she had a son, James
Gordon, styled of Cobairdy, and she prevailed on
her son Ernest, when he succeeded to the Bal-
qubain estates, to dispone part of the lands of
Insch, and the lands of Boddam, to the said James
Gordon, his uterine brother, which was in defraud
of the deed of entail made by Count Patrick
Leslie, fifteenth Baron, in 1700. Count Anthony
Leslie, nineteenth Baron of Balquhain, sought to
reduce this iniquitous disposition, but he did not
succeed, as will be shown hereafter.

‘While still a minor, Count James Leslie went
abroad to travel, and on his way home again he
died at Paris, 29th January 1731, in the twentieth
year of his age, unmarried. Some time afterwards
his body was brought over to Scotland, and
interred in the old chapel at Fetternear. In
digging the grave for Violet Dalzel, widow of
John Leslie, twenty-second Baron of Balquhain, in
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seventeenth baron, is preserved among the family
papers at Fetternear :—

Sir,—The Corpse of James Lesley of Balquhain, my
brother, Lyeing in Saint Paules Chappell of Aberdeen are
to be transported from thence, and Interred in his Chappell
at Fetterneir, upon the twenty-third day of Aprile current.
Your presence here at eight of the clock before noon To
witness the same, Is earnestly Intreated by Sir, your most

humble servant,
ERrRNEST LESLIE.

Aterdeen, Pitfodles Lodgeing,
16th Aprile 1731.

Count James Leslie, seventeenth Baron of Bal-
quhain, dying unmarried 29th January 1731, was
succeeded by his brother, Count Ernest Leslie,
eighteenth baron.

ERNEST, COUNT LESLIE,

EIGHTEENTH BARON OF BALQUHAIN.

Count ErnesT LESLIE, second son of Count
George Leslie, sixteenth Baron of Balquhain, by
his wife the Honourable Margaret Klphinstone,
succeeded his brother James, Count Leslie, seven-
teenth baron, as eighteenth Baron of Balquhain,
29th January 1731—he being still a minor. v

We have seen that immediately after the death
of his father, his mother, the Honourable Margaret
Elphinstone, expressed her determination to bring
up her two infant sons as Protestants, which she
did accordingly, as is stated in a letter from Count
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Charles Cajetan Leslie to Sir James Leslie of
Pitcaple, 7th July 1740, in which he says:—
“The possession of the lands of Balquhain has
always been in the hands of Catholics except the
last, the late Ernest Leslie, who was educated,
contrary to the inclination of his father George
Leslie, in the Protestant religion.”

Count Ernest Leslie was served heir to his
brother, Count James, in the lands of Balquhain,
17th July 1739, and established in his own person
the proper titles both to the estates of Balquhain
and to the lands of Insch and Boddam ; but in
the retour of his service to the lands of Insch and
Boddam he neglected to insert the prohibitive,
irritant, and resolutive clauses of the entails of
1692 and 1700, against alienation of the property.
On the 26th July 1739 he resigned the whole of
the lands of Balquhain mentioned in the entail,
excepting the lands of Greenhall and Knocken-
baird, in favour of himself and the heirs-male of
his body ; and on the same day he got a charter,
under the Great Seal, of the lands and barony of
Balquhain ; sasine followed thereon 16th October
1739, and was registered at Aberdeen 20th Oc-
tober 1739.%  Thereafter he granted a pro-
curatory for resigning the lands of Insch and
Boddam in favour of himself and the heirs-male
of his body, with remainder to James Gordon of

* General Retours, lib. xcvi. No. 164 ; and Balquhain Charters,
No. 83.
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Cobairdy, his half-brother, the son of his mother
by her second husband Sir James Gordon of
Park, and the heirs-male of his body, with re-
mainder to the sister of the said James Gordon of
Cobairdy and the other heirs therein mentioned.
This breach of the entail was made by Count
Ernest Leslie at the instigation of his mother, the
Honourable Margaret Elphinstone, and the conse-
quence was that, on the death of Count Ernest
without issue in 1739, James Gordon of Cobairdy
took possession of the lands of Insch and Boddam,
which were thus lost to the true heirs of the Bal-
quhain estates.

Count Ernest Leslie is said to have been a
thoughtless youth, who, having an opulent for-
tune unexpectedly thrownupon him byhis brother’s
death, led a wild life, and made too free with his
constitution, and thereby undermined his health.
He went abroad to travel, and when in Germany
it seems he had proposed to visit his relations
there ; but the German branch of the family were
so disobliged at their Scotch relatives, because
Count Patrick had prevailed on his elder son,
James Ernest, Count Leslie, to renounce his birth-
right to the Balquhain estates, that Count Charles
Cajetan Leslie, the son of Count James Ernest,
would not receive a visit from his cousin Ernest
Leslie of Balquhain. Count Ernest Leslie there-
fore returned to Scotland, and after remaining a
short time there he went abroad again. His in-
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temperate habits brought on disease, and he was
obliged to return home again. He died at Edin-
burgh 20th November 1739, aged 25 years. His
remains were buried in Lord Balmerino’s burial-
place in the chapel of Holyrood.

Count Ernest Leslie was the last male heir of
the house of Balquhain in Scotland. The succes-
sion to the estates was disputed by Count Charles
Cajetan Leslie, and his two sons, Count Joseph
Leopold and Count Anthony, and Sir James Leslie
of Pitcaple, and was decided in favour of Count
Anthony Leslie, nineteenth Baron of Balquhain,
by a judgment of the House of Peers, 29th April
1742.

/('
ANTHONY, COUNT LESLIE, e

NINETEENTH BARON OF BALQUHAIN.

By a decision in his favour, pronounced by the
House of Peers 29th April 1742, Count An-
thony Leslie, second son of Count Charles Cajetan
Leslie, the son of James Ernest, Count Leslie,
the elder son of Count Patrick Leslie, fifteenth
Baron of Balquhain, succeeded his cousin Count
Ernest Leslie as nineteenth Baron of Bal-
quhain.

By the death of Count Ernest Leslie, eighteenth
Baron of Balquhain, without issue, 20th November
1739, the succession to the lands and barony of
Balquhain opened to Charles Cajetan, Count
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Leslie, second son of James Ernest, Count- Leslie,
as heir of provision under the deeds of entail.
But Count Charles Cajetan having succeeded to
the family estates in Germany by the death of his
elder brother, Count Joseph Leopold, and of his
father, Count James Ernest, in 1738, he could not
also hold the Balquhain estates in Scotland, as by
the deeds of entail the Scotch and Geerman estates
could not be united in the same person. He was
therefore bound to convey the Balquhain estates
to that person who by the entail stood next in the
order of succession thereby established. Such
being the case, the next heirs of entail in the
order of succession preferred their claims, and
three processes were brought against Count
Charles Cajetan Leslie: one at the instance of
Count Joseph Leopold, his eldest son ; another at
the instance of his second son, Count Anthony ;
and a third at the instance of Sir James Leslie of
Pitcaple, as the son and heir-male of his mother,
Lady Marjory Leslie, eldest daughter of Count
Patrick Leslie, the entailer. The scope of these
three actions was to have it declared that Count
Charles Cajetan Leslie could not hold both the
Scotch and German estates, and that he was
bound to denude himself of the Balquhain estates
in favour of one or other of the pursuers. Sir
James Leslie of Piteaple took steps immediately
to prosecute his claims to the succession, and
wrote the following letter to Mr. James Cattanach,
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advocate in Aberdeen, whom he appointed his
agent :—
Paris, January the 16th, 1740, N. S.
Sir—1I am told by late Count Leslie’s entail, and my
cosen, the late Balquahn’s death, the entailed estate of
Balquhan devolves to me. I therefore empower you, as my
procator, to procure warrants from the Lords of Session, or
Commissars of Aberdeen, for inspecting the papers of that
estate, and consult Lawiers by the advice of Sir Alexander
Reid of Barra, Mr. Erskine of Pittoderie, Mr. Horn of Horn
Castel, Mr. Elphinston of Glack, and Captain Urquhart, or
any two of them, and to doe everything as my procator and
Lawier, and to expedd my service if necessar, for which
this is your power, authority, and warrant, and will obleage
Your humble servant, JA. LESLIE.

This missive letter was registered in the Com-
missary Court books of Aberdeen 26th January
1740.

Count Charles Cajetan Leslie, with the view of
dissuading Sir James Leslie of Pitcaple from
disputing his succession to the Balquhain estates,
wrote to him two letters, in which he states the
grounds of his claim, and endeavours to persuade
Pitcaple from entering into litigation, and offers
him the management of the estates in the most
liberal terms. The following is a copy of these
two letters, translated from the originals written
in French :— :

Gratz in Styria, 30th April 1740.

My dear Cousin—Being informed by my aunt, the holy
sister Mary Elizabeth, Abbess of the Ursulines at Lisle, of
the favourable inclinations you entertain to favour my
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interests in the succession to my deceased cousin, Mr.
Ernest Leslie, Baron of Balquhain, which falls to me in
consequence of an agreement made at Paris in 1700
between my father and grandfather, by which it is evidently
stipulated that if one branch should fail through want of
issue, the succession to the failing branch should fall to the
second son of the other; consequently, my late uncle, Count
George, son of the late Count Patrick, leaving none but the
deceased Mr. Ernest Leslie, who was never married, the
succession belongs to me as the second son of my father,
Count James Ernest, my elder brother Joseph having
died in 1732, leaving only one daughter, who died of the
small-pox in 1738. This is only consistent with justice,
since, vice versa, if my branch had come to fail of issue,
their estates would have belonged directly to those who
had survived of the descendantsof Count George. However,
should my succeeding be disputed, the succession at least
belongs lawfully to the second of my sons, in order that
the foresaid agreement be faithfully executed according to
the intentions of the contractors. I have three sons: the
eldest, Joseph Leopold, born 1728, aged 12 years; the
second, Anthony, born 1733, aged 7 ; the third, Charles,
aged 4 months ; and three daughters, the eldest born 1730,
aged 10; the second born 1732, aged 8; and the third
born 1737, aged 3.

They may perhaps occasion me some difficulties with
regard to my religion before they grant me free administra-
tion of succession in Scotland ; but I hope these will be easily
removed when they consider that the said contract was
agreed upon solely by two persons who were Catholics, and
that the government of Scotland has permitted it, and
caused it to be registered in the public records. They may
also require that either I or my son should come to Scot-
land to take personal possession, which would not be
practicable at present on account of the tender age of my
son, and the risk he would run of changing his religion ;
and with regard to myself, the places and employments
which I hold under his Imperial and Catholic majesty, and
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other circumstances would likewise prevent my doing so.
I have therefore determined to empower some person to
take up the said possession, either in my name, or in that
of my son. I entreat you, my dear cousin, to inform me
without delay what would be the best method for me to
manage this affair. It will be easy for you to do so, as you
are acquainted with the laws and customs of Scotland. I
would wish to be indebted to your friendship for these
hints on account of the blood whereby we are so closely
connected. As for me, I should avail myself of every
opportunity of rendering you every service in my power ;
and if you consider that anything that I can do would be
useful to you, pray address yourself freely to me, who beg
to assure you with the utmost sincerity of the tender
affection with which I am, and ever will be, with all respect,
my most honoured cousin, your obedient and humble servant,

CHARLES CAJETAN, Count Leslie,
Baron of Balquhain, Privy Councillor
of His Imperial and Catholic Majesty.
P.S.—Pray do me the honour to let me hear from you, if
only to show that you have received this.

To this letter Sir James Leslie of Pitcaple
replied, 28th May 1740, asserting his own claims,
and stating the opinion of lawyers whom he had
consulted ; and Count Charles Cajetan Leslie
answered as follows :—

Gratz, Tth July 1740.

My dear Cousin—Your sincere and affectionate ex-
pressions of esteem, contained in your letter of the 28th
May, have afforded me great pleasure; in consequence of
which I frankly confess I should have no regret to see you
in quiet possession of the barony of Balquhain in Scotland,
if that only regarded myself, being well aware that from

my possessing the lands, and fidei commiss, and feoffment
in trust in Germany, I cannot, by the entail, at the same
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time, hold or enjoy those in Scotland. But in consequence
of the substitution made in favour of our family, it is
clearly stipulated that in the event of the branch of
Balquhain in Scotland happening to fail, the succession
ought to belong to the second son of the same family in
Germany, before the succession can fall to the line of
Pitcaple. Therefore, as I informed you in my last letter
that I have three sons, it is not in my power to allow
others to enjoy what belongs to my second son; but, on
the contrary, it is my duty, as an affectionate father, to do
everything I possibly can to obtain for him the possession
of an estate which justly belongs to him by the laws of
God and man. The opinion of the lawyers you mention
is certainly so far correct that the succession cannot belong
to me, because, at the death of our cousin, Ernest Leslie, I
was not the second son. But surely these lawyers could
not have been informed that I have several sons, the second
of whom cannot be excluded from enjoying the said suc-
cession ; but who, according to the family agreement, ought
to be called to it, because, if the Scotch line should happen
to fail, the inhibition is not at all limited, but will fall to
my family, and as long as the survivor shall have sons, the
second ought to possess the Scotch succession ; nor can I
comprehend how it can be considered an obstacle that I
and my second son were both born in this country, as the
condition is not at all mentioned; particularly as the
Scotch government made no objection of the kind when
they caused it to be registered in the Public Records, while
they knew very well that I and my deceased cousin Francis
James, Count de Leslie, who were expressly named in the
said inhibition, were not born in Scotland. Hence it is
natural to conclude that they cannot at present legally
propose such a difficulty with regard to my second son,
since such objection could only refer to me myself by the
literal terms of the said inhibition, and which constitutes
the justice of his claims. For the same reason, the ob-
stacles which they might raise on account of our religion
cannot avail, seeing that the possession of the lands of
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Balquhain has always been in the hands of Catholics except
the last, the late Ernest Leslie, who was educated, contrary
to the inclination of his father George Leslie, in the
Protestant religion ; and who, although consequently being
of different religious opinions to those of his ancestors, yet
was not able to change the nature of the property, which
the said inhibition guaranteed to the Geerman branch in the
event of the Scotch failing in issue. You see, my dear
cousin, all that I can write to you concerning this affair, I
put all my confidence in you, trusting to your conscience
and the regard you have for my interest, entreating you to
interest yourself not only for our house, but also for our
religion, in order that we may not lose these lands, and
that those to whom they lawfully belong may possess them
according to the disposal and intentions of our ancestors.
And as I am too far from Scotland, where I have no
acquaintance, I make no doubt, my dear cousin, but that,
considering justice and the sense of friendship, and the
blood whereby we are related, you will take up the cause
of me and my family, and I hope that you will look upon
my second son as a second father. Should such prove the
case, I assure you that if you are inclined to take possession
of these lands in the name of my second son, I will make
over to you the management of them during my life, only
reserving to myself the right to advise with you, in a
manner which I feel certain will prove most satisfactory to

you, with respect to the rents, so that both you and my.

second son shall reap advantage from it. Although you
write to me that these lands are of little consequence, yet
I must tell you that Ernest Leslie alienated a great deal of
those which were included in the entail, as the lands of
Telernes and Tolos, and others, whereof he had no liberty
to dispone, and which ought to be restored to the true
possessor of Balquhain, agreeable to the destination of my
grandfather Count Patrick. I hope, my dearest cousin,
that on an occasion so interesting to our family, you will
apply yourself very effectually, and do all that lies in your
power that our family may not lose their property ; and I
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promise you that I will make such a contract with you, in
the name of my second son, as will be quite to your own
satisfaction ; and I assure you that I reckon myself ex-
tremely happy to have found an occasion to make myself
acquainted with you, nor shall I neglect to avail myself of
every opportunity of testifying to you the inward con-
solation it affords me. All my family beg to assure you of
their affectionate friendship, as well as myself, who am
with the sincerest attachment, dearest cousin, your obedient
servant,
CHARLES CAJETAN, Count Leslie.

Sir James Leslie of Pitcaple did not accept
these offers of Charles Cajetan, Count Leslie, but
resolved to assert his own rights to the succession,
relying on the following clause contained in the
deed of entail executed by Count Patrick Leslie,
in 1700 :—“1In case it should happen that any
heirs-male of the said Count Patrick Leslie’s body
should succeed to both the said estates, the estate
of Balquhain in Scotland and the estate in
Germany, in that case the foresaid estate of Bal-
quhain, and others above specified, should fall
and belong to the next heir-male to have been
procreate of the said Patrick’s body of his then
present or any other marriage ; which failing, to
the subsequent heirs of tailzie aforesaid, in the
order of succession above mentioned, to whom,
and in whose favours, the said heir-male, and
the heirs of his body, who should succeed to the
said lands and estate of the said Count Leslie in
Germany, should be holden and obliged, by their
acceptation of the said deed of tailzie, to dispone
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and resign the said lands and estate of Balquhain; | cuar. 1.
and the same should from thenceforth be redeem- | 4.4,
able by the other and next heirs-male, and the |Cou Lelic
other heirs of tailzie foresaid, from the said heirs- Bf;xzﬂ%'
male, who should succeed to both the said estates,

and his heirs-male foresaid, by payment of the
sum of ten merks Scots.”

This case had now happened, and Sir James
Leslie of Pitcaple claimed to be the next heir of
tailzie, to whom Count Charles Cajetan Leslie
was bound to dispone the estate of Balquhain in
terms of the deed of tailzie ; and he brought an
action of declarator in the Court of Session for
ascertaining the devolution of the succession in
his favour.

Count Charles Cajetan Leslie, having no ac-
quaintance in Great DBritain, placed himself
entirely in the hands of Abbé Bernard Baillie,
Abbot of the Scotch Benedictine Abbey of St.
James’s in Ratisbon, who took a great interest in
his cause, ahd who recommended his cousin,
Thomas Dundas of Fingask, a lawyer in Scotland,
as a suitable person to conduct the Count’s law
affairs in Scotland. Under Thomas Dundas’s
direction, Count Charles Cajetan Leslie defended
himself against the action of Sir James Leslie of
Pitcaple, on the ground that he claimed the estate
of Balquhain in virtue of the following clause
contained in the deed of entail executed by his
grandfather, Count Patrick Leslie, regulating the
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succession to the said estate :—“which failing”
(viz. the heirs of Count George, sixteenth Baron
of Balquhain), “to the said Charles Cajetan,
Count Leslie, second son lawfully procreate be-
twixt the said James Ernest, Count Leslie, and
Berne, Princess of Lichtenstein, his spouse, and
the heirs-male lawfully to have been procreate of
his body.” Therefore Count Charles Cajetan
claimed the estate in virtue of this express limita-
tion to him by name ; and though he was already
in possession of the estate in Germany, yet he was
entitled to hold both estates, and was not bound
to resign or denude the estate of Balquhain, either
to his own sons or to Sir James Leslie of Pitcaple,
because he was not called to the succession to the
estate of Balquhain as the heir-male of Count
Patrick Leslie’s body, or of his son, Count James
Ernest Leslie, his own father, but by being
specially named.

For greater security it was deemed advisable to
bring two other actions at the instance of Count
Joseph Leopold and Count Anthony Leslie, the
two eldest sons of Count Charles Cajetan Leslie.

Count Joseph Leopold raised his action on the
ground that if his father, Count Charles Cajetan,
was obliged to resign the estate of Balquhain, it
must be in favour of him, Count Joseph Leopold,
as next heir of tailzie, and who was not entitled
to the estate in Germany during his father’s life-

' time, and whose right to the estate of Balquhain
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ought not to terminate till he got possession of
the German estate, which may not happen during
his lifetime.

Count Anthony Leslie raised his action on the
ground that his father, Count Charles Cajetan,
having succeeded to both estates, he was bound
in terms of the entail to resign the estate of Bal-
quhain in favour of him, Count Anthony, his second
son, who could not, in any sense, during his
brother’s lifetime, be considered either heir-pre-
sumptive or heir-apparent to the estate in Germany;
and Count Charles Cajetan, and his eldest son
and heir, Count Joseph Leopold, being to be
considered one person, are both hound to denude
in favour of the next substitute, and he, Count
Anthony, was that next substitute.

Upon the report of the Lord Ordinary,
Armniston, the Court of Session, 11th February
1741, pronounced judgment, finding “ That Charles
Cajetan, Count Leslie, being an heir-male of
Patrick Leslie of Balquhain’s body, and having
succeeded to both estates, he and the heirs-male
of his body were obliged to denude of the estate
of Balquhain in favour of the next heir of tailzie,
and that the said Charles Cajetan, Count Leslie,
and the heirs-male of his body, being thus ex-
cluded from the estate of Balquhain, in the event
that had happened of his succeeding to both
estates, James Leslie of Pitcaple was the next
heir of tailzie, on whom the estate of Balquhain
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then devolved ; and that Charles Cajetan; Count
Leslie, was obliged to denude in his favour; and
that Count Joseph Leopold and Count Anthony
Leslie being by the substitution in the entail
called to the succession in their order, only as
heirs-male of the body of the said Count Charles
Cajetan, they were, in like manner, as heirs-male
of his body, excluded from the succession to the
estate of Balquhain, in the event that had hap-
pened of their father succeeding to both estates ;
and that therefore Count Charles Cajetan, their
father, could not denude in their favour, but
ought to denude in favour of James Leslie of
Piteaple.”

In consequence of this decision, Sir James
Leslie took possession of the estate of Balquhain,
and lifted the rents from Martinmas 1739 to
Whitsunday 1742. But Count Charles Cajetan
Leslie, and his sons, Count Joseph Leopold and
Count Anthony, carried the case by appeal to the
House of Lords, who, 29th April 1742, reversed
the decision of the Court of Session, and pro-
nounced “ That the said appeals of Charles Cajetan,
Count Leslie, and Leopold, Count Leslie, be
dismissed ; and that Anthony, Count Leslie,
second son to Charles Cajetan, Count Leslie, was
the next heir of tailzie, to whom the estate of
Balquhain, in the event which had happened,
devolved, according to the true intent and mean-
ing of the deeds of entail mentioned in the said
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appeals ;” and it was thereby ordered that the said
Charles Cajetan, Count Leslie, should denude
himself of the estate of Balquhain in favour of the
said Anthony, Count Leslie, and that the same
should be redeemable by the said Anthony from
the said Charles Cajetan, Count Leslie, and his
eldest son, or his heirs-male, by payment of the
sum of ten merks Scots, in terms of the said
entail; and that the Lords of Session give the
necessary directions for carrying that judgment
into execution.

In obedience to this order, the Lords of Session,
by interlocutor, dated 29th June 1742, “Found
and declared that the said Anthony, Count Leslie,
second son of the said Charles Cajetan, Count
Leshie, was the next heir of entail to whom the
estate of Balquhbain, in the event which had
happened, devolved, according to the true intent
and meaning of the deeds of entail in the said
judgment and decree mentioned ; and decerned
and ordained the said Charles Cajetan, Count
Leslie, to denude himself of the said estate of
Balquhain in favour of the said Anthony, Count
Leslie; and found and declared that the said
estate was redeemable by the said Anthony,
Count Leslie, from the said Charles Cajetan,
Count Leslie, and the said Leopold, Count Leslie,
his eldest son and heir-male, for payment of the
sum of ten merks Scots money.”

During all the pleadings of this lawsuit no
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objection was ever made to Count Charles Cajetan
Leslie and his sons on the ground of being aliens.
Sir James Leslie had the assistance of several of
the most eminent counsel then at the bar; parti-
cularly Robert Craigie, afterwards Lord President
of the Court of Session; James Graham, afterwards
Lord Easdale; and James Ferguson of Pitfour,
afterwards Dean of Faculty. As it was then
generally supposed or believed that Count Charles
Cajetan himself, as well as his two sons, Leopold
and Anthony, though descended from the family
of Balquhain, were born in foreign parts, it could
not escape so many eminent and acute lawyers
to consider with suitable attention what influence
that circumstance might have on the question
then depending, touching the right of succession
to the Balquhain estate; whether, supposing
Count Charles Cajetan and his two sons to be
born in foreign parts, outwith the allegiance of the
sovereign of this country, they were thereby to be
considered as aliens, and consequently incapable
of succeeding to or holding any land-estate in
Scotland, whether as heirs by descent or as heirs
of tailzie. That this point was specially under
the consideration of these eminent lawyers is a
certain fact, as appears from the testimony of
Arthur Gordon of Wardhouse, a witness adduced
by Peter Leslie Grant in his action of reduction,
brought a few years afterwards against Count

Anthony Leslie. But it appeared to them that
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this exclusion or disability, under the circumstances
of the case, had no foundation or authority either
in the principles or practice of the law of Scotland,
and it was resolved that no such plea should be
made. Arthur Gordon of Wardhouse stated, in
his evidence above alluded to, that, in a conversa-
tion with Mr. Graham, afterwards Lord Easdale,
who was one of the lawyers engaged by James
Gordon of Cobairdy in defending the action
brought against him by Count Anthony Leslie for
the reduction of the deed whereby the lands of
Insch and Boddam were settled on him, in which
defence it was pleaded successfully that Count
Anthony was an alien, and had no right to pursue
or raise the action, he asked Mr. Graham why
the same plea had not been made in behalf of
Sir James Leslie of Pitcaple against Count Charles
Cajetan Leslie, and Mr. Graham answered that he
was for doing it, but an eminent lawyer, who was
also one of Pitcaple’s counsel, did not think it
proper at the time ; and that he afterwards asked
the said lawyer why he did not think it proper,
and he answered that he did not think the Court
of Session would have paid any attention to that
plea. Hence it would seem that Sir James Leslie
of Pitcaple lost his lawsuit and the estate of
Balquhain through this erroneous opinion of “his
counsel.

The decision of the House of Lords in favour
of Count Anthony Leslie is thus noticed in
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the Scots Magazine, April 1742, vol. iv. p.
193 —

“The Lords, April 28 and 29, were upon the
appeal, Cajetan Leslie, a Count of the Roman
Empire, against James Leslie of Pitcaple, Esq., in
Aberdeenshire, and reversed the decree of the
Court of Session, so that the count gets the estate
of Balquhain.”

Count Charles Cajetan Leslie, as tutor and
administrator to his son, Count Anthony, appointed
Thomas Dundas of Fingask to be commissioner
and manager of the Balquhain estates for behoof
of Count Anthony, who was served heir of entail
to Count Ernest Leslie, last of Balquhain, 2d
August 1742,

During the dependence of the process with Sir
James Leslie of Pitcaple, discovery had been
made of the deed of settlement executed by
Count Ernest Leslie, eighteenth Baron of Bal-
quhain, whereby he had granted procuratory for
resigning the lands of Insch and Boddam in
favour of himself and the heirs of his body;
with remainder to James Gordon of Cobairdy, his
uterine brother, and the heirs of his body ; whom
failing, to the other heirs therein mentioned,
in prejudice of Anthony Count Leslie’s rights to
these lands under the deeds of entail of 1692 and
1700 ; whereby not only the estate of Balquhain
and the other lands therein mentioned, but also
all the lands which Count Patrick Leslie, the
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entailer, then had, or should thereafter acquire,
were limited and devised to a series of heirs,
under the usual prohibitive, irritant, and resolutive
clauses de non alienando. Count Charles Cajetan
Leslie therefore, in the name of his son Count
Anthony, still a minor, brought an action against
James Gordon of Cobairdy, who had assumed the
possession of the lands of Insch and Boddam
under the settlement, to have the said settlement
reduced, and to have it found and declared that
those lands did of right belong to Count Anthony
under the two deeds of settlement above men-
tioned ; and consequently that Count Ernest
Leslie, eighteenth Baron of Balquhain, had not
power gratuitously to give away these lands to
James Gordon of Cobairdy, his uterine brother.
No compearance was made for Cobairdy him-
self, but his sister Elizabeth, Lady Forbes, and
the other substitutes under the settlement, having
appeared for their interest, it was objected un
limine, that as Count Anthony, in whose name
the action was brought, was in foreign parts,
process could not be maintained at his instance
without a proper mandate, or power of attorney
authorising the same; that the commission or
power of attorney granted by Count Charles
Cajetan, as administrator-in-law to his infant son,
to Thomas Dundas of Fingask, produced and
referred to for obviating the said objection, did
allenarly respect the estate of Balquhain, and
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therefore could not be sustained as a -proper
mandate for carrying on the suit respecting the
lands of Insch and Boddam; besides, that as Count
Charles Cajetan professed the popish religion, he
was, by the laws of Scotland disabled to act as
guardian or administrator-in-law to his son.

The Lord Ordinary, by interlocutor dated 24th
July 1747, sustained the factory produced as
sufficient to begin the process, the pursuer’s pro-
curator producing a more explicit one before
extract. This interlocutor was acquiesced in by
both parties ; and though the factory produced
was thereby sustained to the effect only to begin
the process, matters were so slovenly conducted,
that the cause was carried on to the final con-
clusion thereof by an interlocutory sentence of
the Court of Session, without any other factory or
mandate having been produced.

In the further proceedings in this cause, the
defenders averred that Count Anthony Leslie was
born in foreign parts, outwith the allegiance of
the sovereign of this country, and consequently
that he was an alien; and this fact being sup-
posed or admitted by the counsel for Count
Anthony, they proceeded, upon that supposition,
to argue the abstract point, whether, by the laws
of Scotland, one born in foreign parts, and in that
respect most erroneously supposed to be an alien,
was capable of succeeding to, or of holding and
enjoying, any land-estate in this country. It was

g
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doing great injustice to Count Anthony’s interest in
this cause to confine the question to this abstract
point of law. For, though no man can be an
alien to that country in which he is born, it does
not follow, by necessary consequence, that every
person born out of the country is an alien.
Indeed, the consequences would be dreadful were
the child of every British subject casually born in
foreign parts to be deemed an alien, and, as such,
incapable of succession to his inheritance in this
country. Various other circumstances, unknown
or not adverted to by those who conducted this
process in Count Anthony’s name, and which
were essential and necessary to be taken into
consideration in the decision of the cause, were
totally overlooked.

Upon this imperfect state of the case, the
Court of Session, by an interlocutor dated 9th
June 1749, found that by the common law of
Scotland an alien not naturalised cannot succeed
to any heritage in this country; and that the
pursuer, Count Anthony Leslie, is an alien, and
therefore has no right to carry on this action for
the recovery of a land-estate. This interlocutor
declared Count Anthony to be an alien upon no
other evidence or foundation but its being sup-
posed or admitted by the counsel employed for
him that he was born in foreign parts, upon
which the erroneous consequence was grafted
that therefore he was an alien.
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Thus James Gordon of Cobairdy succeeded in
keeping possession of the lands of Insch and
Boddam, which actually belonged to the estate of
Balquhain, and which the true heirs have lost for
ever.

Count Anthony Leslie, on attaining his majority
in 1754, came over to Scotland to take personal
possession of the estate of Balquhain.

The extraordinary judgment pronounced by
the Court of Session respecting the lands of Insch
and Boddam had the effect of instigating Peter
Grant, son of Captain John Grant, late of Ballin-
dalloch, whose mother was Anne Francisca, second
daughter of Count Patrick Leslie, a remote sub-
stitute under the entail of the Balquhain estates,
to abjure the Catholic religion, in which he had
been born and educated, and had professed, and
which his own father continued to profess; and,
under the pretence of being the next Protestant
heir, he brought an action to evict the estate of
Balquhain from the true and nearest heirs, in-
cluding his own father.

Lady Anne Francisca Leslie, second daughter
of Count Patrick Leslie, married John Roy Grant
of Ballindalloch in November 1689. By him
she had a son, John Grant, who was a captain in
the Dutch service, and who professed the Catholic
religion. He married the daughter of an
Episcopal clergyman in Fife, and she became a
convert to the Catholic faith. They had a son,
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Peter Grant, born in 1741, who was baptized by
a Catholic priest. But one of his mother’s re-
lations, David Orme, a lawyer in Edinburgh,
aware of the penal laws existing against Catholics,
brought him over to Scotland from Holland when
he was fifteen years of age, and induced him to
take the formula prescribed by law, by which he
renounced the Catholic faith and professed him-
self to be a Protestant. Thereafter, in September
1756, David Orme, as curator ad litem for Peter
Grant, brought an action of reduction in the
Court of Session against Charles Cajetan, Count
Leslie, and his son Count Anthony Leslie, then
in possession of the Balquhain estates, and the
other sons of Count Charles Cajetan Leslie, and
Sir James Leslie of Pitcaple, and his own father
Captain John Grant, the next heirs of tailzie to
the said estates, and sought to have it declared
that he, Peter Grant, was the true heir to these
estates on the following grounds : —

I. That the défenders were either aliens, and con-
sequently, by the laws of Scotland, incapable to
succeed, or to hold any land-estate in Scotland ;
or,

II. That the whole defenders were either professed
Papists, or born of parents professing the Popish
religion, and educated therein; and, as such,
by the statute of 1700, entitled “Act for pre-
venting the growth of Popery,” rendered in-
capable to succeed to or to take and enjoy any
land-estate in Scotland until they should re-
nounce that religion in the form and manner,
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and within the time limited and appointed by
the act, by taking and subscribing the formula.

IIT. That the pursuer was the nearest Protestant heir

called to the succession of the estate of Bal-
quhain under the deed of settlement executed in
1700.

Therefore he concluded against Charles Cajetan,
Count Leslie, that, in terms of the devolving
clause contained in the settlements of the said
estate, he should be decerned and ordained to
grant, subscribe, and deliver, a valid and sufficient
disposition, containing procuratory of resignation,
and all other necessary clauses, of the said lands
and estate of Balquhain, to and in favour of the
said Peter Grant.

David Orme produced in Court a letter ad-
dressed to him, 1st October 1755, from Captain
John Grant, informing him that his eldest son,
Peter Grant, was born 5th April 1741, and this
proved that Peter Grant was fifteen years of age
at the date of the action. He also produced a
certificate under the hands of the moderator and
clerk of the Presbytery of Edinburgh, dated 2d
March 1755, testifying that Peter Grant had
taken the formula by which he had abjured
Popery. The Lord Ordinary, 30th June 1757,
found it proved that the pursuer, Peter Grant,
was the eldest son of Captain John Grant, late of
Ballindalloch, in the service of the States-General
of Holland, who was the son of John Roy Grant
of Ballindalloch, and Anne Francisca Leslie, and
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that the pursuer was entitled to bring and main-
tain the said action.

In order to prove that the defenders were
Catholics and aliens, David Orme, as curator ad
litem for Peter Grant, collected evidence at home
and abroad, and exposed to public view all the
transactions, both public and private, of Charles
Cajetan, Count Leslie, and of Count Anthony
Leslie, and their family.

By proofs taken at Venice in November 1759,
before a notary, in order to prove that Count
Charles Cajetan Leslie and his sons were papists,
it was shown that Count Charles Cajetan had a
chapel with three altars in his palace at Pernegg
in Upper Styria, and that mass was said there
daily ; and that, as far as could be judged, the
count and his sons were devout persons, and on
meagre days ate no flesh meat; and a witness
deponed that he had seen the count receive the
sacrament at the -Romish church at Marioncelli,
where he had a large estate, and that if the
Counts Leslie had not been Roman Catholics,
they could not have held public offices about the
Imperial Court, and could not have been admitted
to the posts and dignities which they enjoyed in
the empire; Count Charles Cajetan being a
Councillor of State, Actual Privy Councillor to
the Empress Queen, and President of the Revisary
Court of Justice of Lower Austria, in causis
privatorum ; Count Joseph Leopold being actual
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Imperial and Royal Councillor of Lower Austria ;
and Count Anthony Leslie being a gentleman of
the bed-chamber of the Archduke Joseph, for
which reason he always resided in Vienna.

In a letter from Jerome Reccunct, a merchant
in Venice, dated 11th September 1759, to Thomas
Gordon, merchant in Aberdeen, it was stated that,
“ With regard to the papers you sent relating to
Count Leslie’s affair, I shall send them over to
my friend in Germany, but am apprehensive it |
will be almost impossible to succeed according to
your wishes. The family of Count Leslie resides
in Styria, and is held in great consideration, not
only in that part of the country but likewise at
the Court of Vienna.”

Lord Newark stated that about the year 1754
he visited Count Charles Cajetan Leslie at Gratz,
in Styria, as he had learned from Mr. Thomas
Dundas of Fingask that the count had desired
that he would wait upon him ; and that Count
Leslie told him that one of his sons had gone
over to Scotland with the Austrian ambassador,
and also spoke of a lawsuit which he had re-
garding the estate of Balquhain. e also stated
that the count talked in French, and none in
English.

John Frederick Ordos, a Hanoverian, stated
that he was house-porter to the Imperial am-
bassador in London, Count Coloredo, who had a
private Romish chapel in his house, and that he
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had often seen Count Anthony Leslie, when in
London, in 1753 and afterwards, go with the
ambassador into the chapel, and that Count
Anthony Leslie, when disengaged, generally dined
with Count Coloredo.

Jacob Frey, a German tailor, stated that in
August 1753 he saw Count Anthony Leslie at
Count Coloredo’s, the Austrian ambassador’s in
London, for whom he used to work ; that he was
engaged by Count Anthony to make clothes for
him and his servants; that he had seen Count
Anthony at mass in the chapel of Count Coloredo’s
country house at Brentford ; that Count Anthony
lodged, on his first coming to England, at Mr.
Rosenberg’s in Bury Street, St. James’s, and after-
wards at a milliner’s in Great Grosvenor Street ;
and, on his return from Scotland, he lodged again
with Mr. Rosenberg ; that he had often observed
a crucifix at the head of Count Anthony’s bed,
and that he had-found in the pockets of one of
the count’s coats sent to be mended by him, a
handkerchief, gloves, and a set of beads ; and that,
happening to be in the count’s room when he was
undressing, he saw the pictures of two saints on
his breast and back next the skin.

Archibald Campbell, vintner in Aberdeen, stated
that about five ycars before, in 1754, a gentleman
who had come from Edinburgh, and who was
called Count Leslie, lodged in his house, and was
on his way to his own house of Fetternear; and
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that, from his dialect, he took him to be a foreigner,
although he spoke English pretty well.

The Rev. Patrick Simpson, minister at Inverurie,
stated that he was often with Count Anthony
Leslie during the time he was at Fetternear in
July 1754 ; that there was a painting of Count
Charles Cajetan’s house at Gratz in the dining-
room of Fetternear, and Count Anthony recog-
nised it as his father’s house on first entering the
room ; and that Count Anthony, from his lan-
guage, appeared to be from Germany, and the
witness did not imagine that Count Anthony was
a native of Great Britain.

The Rev. Alexander Simpson, minister at Mony-
musk, stated that when Count Anthony Leslie
was at Fetternear about 1754, he met him at the
house of his son, Patrick Simpson, then minister
at Kemnay, and that Count Anthony spoke with
a foreign accent.

John Clerk senior, advocate in Aberdeen,
stated that he was several days with Count
Anthony Leslie in July 1754, at Fetternear and
other places in Scotland ; and that he was also in
company with him for several days in the south
country in July 1758, during the count’s second
visit to Scotland.

Count Anthony Leslie, in a letter dated 18th
November 1780, addressed to the Rev. Charles
Leslie, S. J., son of Patrick Leslie Duguid, twenty-
first Baron of Balquhain, says, “ The year 1758 1
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was myself in Scotland during the war, when
everybody said and believed it to be the highest
injustice if I ever lost the inheritance which had
been for so many years in the family of Leslie;
even the former king (George IL) spoke to me
concerning it.”

The Rev. Robert Farquhar, minister at Chapel
of Garioch, aged sixty, stated in his evidence that
he had been twenty years a minister of the parish,
in which a great part of the estate of Balquhain
lay ; that in 1754 Count Anthony Leslie came
and stayed some days at the house of Fetternear,
and came one Sunday and heard divine service
performed by him at the kirk of Chapel ; and that
he conversed that day and the next day with
Count Anthony at Fetternear, and could perceive
from his dialect that he was not a native of this
country.

Mrs. Isobel Leslie, sister of Sir James Leslie of
Pitcaple, stated -that about five years before, in
1754, when Count Anthony Leslie was at Fetter-
near, she saw the Rev. James Hamilton, a religious,
abbot of Augsburg, who told her that he was at
the Scotch College at Ratisbon, along with Count
Anthony Leslie and his brother, when they were
studying there, and that he had received a letter
from Count Charles Cajetan Leslie, desiring him
to take care of Count Anthony while in Britain,
particularly in matters of religion, meaning that
he should not deviate from the Catholic religion,
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and that he intended to have come to Scotland
with Count Anthony, but the Count gave him the
slip, and went off to Scotland before him. The
witness stated that Mr. Hamilton mentioned
these facts to her after she had told him that
Count Anthony Leslie had been hearing divine
service at the kirk of Chapel of Garioch.

Mrs. Teresa Leslie, sister of Mrs. Isobel Leslie,
stated that the Rev. James Hamilton told her that,
when travelling down to this part of the country,
he met Count Anthony Leslie returning south
again, and that the Count told him he had been
at mass the preceding Sunday; and that, when
Mr. Hamilton came to Pitcaple, the witness
informed him that the mass which the Count had
been at was that he had been that Sunday at the
kirk of Chapel of Garioch.

Christian Rosenberg, oculist to her Royal
Highness the Princess of Wales, stated that Count
Anthony Leslie lodged in his house in Bury
Street, St. James’, both before and after his
journey to Scotland in 1754, and that the Count’s
servant had told him laughing, that the Count had
been at a church of the established religion, and
had given five guineas in charity on that occasion,
and that the Count had done it out of frolic.

Another witness stated that, in 1758, Count
Anthony Leslie passed through Rotterdam on his
way to London, and it was also stated that he
was at Fetternear in July 1758.
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In order to obviate one objection to his title to
retain the estate of Balquhain, Count Anthony
Leslie took the legal formula purging himself of
popery; and his counsel produced a certificate to
that effect, signed by the moderator and clerk of
the presbytery of Stirling, dated the 15th July
1758.

At a meeting of the freeholders of the county
of Aberdeen at the Michaelmas head-court, held
3d October 1758, John Clerk senior, advocate
in Aberdeen, produced a petition from Count
Anthony Leslie, praying to be enrolled among the
freeholders of the county, in virtue of a charter
under the Great Seal, dated 26th July 1743, of
the lands and estate of Balquhain. Against this
it was objected by Sir Archibald Grant of Mony-
musk, that Count Anthony Leslie was an alien,
and therefore could not hold any heritable subject
in Great Britain, and he craved that the meeting
would delay enrolment as there was a lawsuit
depending before the Court of Session upon the
point. Mr. Clerk admitted that there was a law-
suit depending at the instance of Peter Grant,
who claimed the estate as next Protestant heir, but
that the objection to Count Anthony’s title had
been removed, he having qualified himself in terms
of the law, and had taken the necessary formula ;
and that, though the Court of Session had found
Count Anthony presumed to be a foreigner or
alien, yet the House of Peers had reversed the
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interlocutor of the Court of Session ; and, as Count
Anthony had been in possession of the estate of
Balquhain since 1743, he ought to be enrolled
among the freeholders of the county. On a vote
of the meeting to enrol or to delay enrolment,
the latter was carried by a majority, and it was
determined to delay enrolment till the action
then pending was decided.

‘While the law process was lingering on, Sir
James Leslie of Pitcaple, one of the nearer heirs
of entail, died, 12th March 1757 ; and a short
time afterwards Captain John Grant, father of
Peter Grant, also died, so that then Peter Grant
fairly stood the direct and nearest heir of the
female line of Count Patrick Leslie’s daughters.

On the death of Count Charles Cajetan Leslie
in 1760, his eldest son, Count Joseph Leopold,
having died in 1750, Count Anthony Leslie suc-
ceeded to the family estates in Germany, and, in
terms of the deeds of settlement, was bound to
denude himself of the estate of Balquhain to the
next heir of entail; and having no surviving
brother and no son, that next heir of entail was
Peter Grant, who had now a better ground for
claiming the estate than his former invidious
grounds of action. However, the case continued
to be argued on the former grounds, and was
finally decided against Count Anthony Leslie in
favour of Peter Grant, by an interlocutor of the
Court of Session, 4th December 1761, finding it
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proved that Captain John Grant, the pursuer’s
father, was a professed papist; that Charles
Cajetan, Count Leslie, and his sons Leopold and
Anthony were born abroad, out of the king’s
allegiance, whereby they, being aliens, cannot
succeed to any heritage in Scotland ; and there-
fore they found the retour of Count Anthony
Leslie, as heir of tailzie to Ernest Leslie, last of
Balquhain, 2d August 1742, with the instrument
of sasine following thereon, to be null and void ;
and by another interlocutor, dated 5th February
1762, by which the Court found and declared
Peter Grant to be the nearest Protestant heir en-
titled to succeed to the estate of Balquhain ; and
found the Counts Leslie obliged to denude of the
said estates in favour of Peter Grant, and repelled
all the other defences. This decision having
been confirmed by the House of Peers, Peter
Grant became twentieth Baron of Balquhain. For
the life of Anthony, Count Leslie, see the Records
of the Counts Leslie in Germany.

PETER LESLIE GRANT,
TWENTIETH BARON OF BALQUHAIN.

By a decision of the Court of Session, -5th
February 1762, Peter Leslie Grant, son of Cap-
tain John Grant, son of John Roy Grant of Ballin-
dalloch, and Lady Anne Francisca, second daugh-
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ter of Count Patrick Leslie, fifteenth Baron of
Balquhain, was declared nearest Protestant heir
of tailzie to the estate of Balquhain ; all the other
nearer heirs being declared incapable to succeed
because they were either aliens born out of the
allegiance of the crown of Great Britain, or were
persons professing the popish religion. There-
fore Count Anthony Leslie, who had succeeded to
the estate of Balquhain as nineteenth baron, in
virtue of a decision of the House of Lords in his
favour, 29th April 1742, was obliged to denude
himself of the estate of Balquhain in favour of
Peter Leslie Grant, who became twentieth Baron
of Balquhain.

Lady Anne Francisca Leslie, second daughter
of Count Patrick Leslie, married John Roy Grant
of Ballindalloch in November 1689. Her hus-
band, John Roy Grant, being a man of no pru-
dence, and being of irregular habits, very unhappy
differences arose between them, and he not only
ruined his own estate, but also involved several of
his friends and neighbours. He mortgaged his
estate of Ballindalloch, and lost it by adjudication,
when it was sold to Ludovic Grant of Grant in
1710. They had one son, John Grant, who was
educated in the Catholic religion. Having little
or nothing of his paternal inheritance to depend
on, John Grant determined to try his fortune
abroad. He went to Holland and entered the
Dutch serviee, in which he attained the rank of
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captain, as appears from the evidence of witnesses
in the law proceedings between his son Peter
Grant and the Counts Leslie. 'We find Colonel
William Murray of the Dutch service stating in
his evidence that he had known Captain John
Grant since 1708, when Captain Grant first
entered the Dutch service; that he was a very
good officer, but his being a Roman Catholic
prevented his promotion; that they served to-
gether in General Colzier’s regiment; and that
he had received letters from Captain Grant
within seven or eight years, informing him
that his children had been baptized by Catholic
priests.

Edward Manhard, a merchant, stated in his
evidence that he had known Captain John Grant
since 1727, when he went over to Holland along
with him as a volunteer; that he was in the
Captain’s house when his son Peter Grant was
born; and that he, as well as the captain’s other
children, was baptized by a Romish priest; and
that Captain Grant was a' Roman Catholic, and
converted his wife, who was the daughter of an
Episcopal clergyman in Fife.

Captain Robert Johnston stated in his evidence
that he had served with Captain John Grant in
Colzier’s regiment from 1739 to 1742 ; and-that
in the nomination for promotion returned by
General Colzier to the States of Holland, Captain
Grant was always returned as a Papist, which
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was the reason given for his being so often-disap-
pointed in preferment.

Captain John Grant married, about 1740, the
daughter of an Episcopal clergyman in Fife, and
she afterwards became a Catholic. By her he
had—

I. PETER, who became twentieth Baron of Balquhain.

II. Eriza, who, late in life, married Patrick Leslie Duguid
of Auchinhove.

Although Peter Grant was born of Catholic
parents, and was baptized and educated as a
Catholic, yet, on attaining the age of fifteen years,
by the persuasion of a relation of his mother,
David Orme, a lawyer in Edinburgh, he renounced
the Catholic faith, and then claimed the estate of
Balquhain as the nearest Protestant heir of tailzie,
and brought an action of reduction against all
the nearer heirs, including his own father, Sir
James Leslie of Pitcaple, and the Counts Leslie
in Germany, as being either persons professing the
popish religion, or aliens born out of the king’s
allegiance, and consequently incapable of inherit-
ing any land-estate in Scotland. As has been
shown, after a litigation of six years, during
which time the Court of Session pronounced
several interlocutors, and several appeals were
carried to the House of Lords, Peter Grant was
declared nearest and true and lawful heir pro-
fessing the Protestant religion to the estate of
Balquhain, 5th February 1762, and was served




THE FAMILY OF LESLIE.

175

heir to the deceased Ernest Leslie, eighteenth
Baron of Balquhain, 11th March 1763, and
obtained a precept of chancery for infeftment in
the lands and barony of Balquhain, 25th April
1763.* He then assumed the name and arms of
Leslie.

Peter Leslie Grant entered the Dutch service,
and during the period of his service he used
occasionally to come over to Scotland and reside
at Fetternear. But having lived rather freely, he
fell into delicate health, and was obliged to retire,
when he took up his permanent abode at Fetter-
near. He was a most gentlemanlike man in his
manners, and had a very amiable disposition.
He used frequently to have to stay with him
Patrick Leslie Duguid of Auchinhove, the next
heir to the estate of Balquhain.

Peter Leslie Grant was deeply in debt to his
law-agent, David Orme, who had rendered him
much assistance in obtaining possession of the
estate of Balquhain, and had advanced sums of
money at various times. In payment of this
debt, Peter Leslie Grant in 1769 granted to David
Orme a lease of the whole estate of Balquhain for
five times nineteen years, for a yearly rent of
£733 : 13 : 4, payable to him and the next heirs
of entail, during the currency of the lease, in
which were included the manor-house and domain

* Balquhain Charters, Nos. 1000-1001.
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of Fetternear. This lease was radically unjust
and illegal, seeing that the whole estate was most
strictly entailed, and could in no manner be
disponed, and the manor-house and domain of
Fetternear could in no case, by law, be let beyond
the lifetime of the heir of entail in possession.
This lease, which was registered 7th July 1774,
proved of ruinous consequence to the family, as
will be shown.

Peter Leslie Grant was never married. He
died at Fetternear in 1775, and was succeeded by
Patrick Leslie Duguid of Auchinhove, son of
Teresa Leslie, third daughter of Count Patrick
Leslie, fifteenth Baron of Balquhain.

PATRICK LESLIE DUGUID,

TWENTY-FIRST BARON OF BALQUHAIN.

Parrick LEesuie Duguip, tenth Baron of Auchin-
hove, eldest son of Robert Duguid, ninth Baron
of Auchinhove, by his wife, Teresa Leslie, third
daughter of Patrick, Count Leslie, fifteenth Baron
of Balquhain, succeeded his cousin, Peter Leslie
Grant, as twenty-first Baron of Balquhain in
1775. Patrick Leslie Duguid was born in 1700,
and succeeded his father in the estate of Auchin-
hove in 1731.

We find by the evidence given by Patrick
Leslie Duguid in the law-process between Peter




THE FAMILY OF LESLIE.

177

Leslie Grant and the Counts Leslie regarding the
succession to the estate of Balquhain, that he was
educated abroad. He stated that his cousins,
Counts Joseph and Charles Cajetan Leslie, the
sons of his uncle Count James Ernest Leslie, his
mother’s brother, while making a tour with their
tutor, paid a visit to their and his aunt, Lady
Betty Leslie, abbess of the Ursuline convent at
Lisle ; and on her informing them that he, Patrick,
their cousin, was at Douai, they came over to see
him. He also stated that for several years he
used to go from Douai to Lisle and stay there
for eight or ten days at a time with his aunt
Lady Betty Leslie, and that, since his return to
Scotland he had frequently corresponded with
her. He also stated that when his half-uncle,
George Leslie, second son of Count Patrick Leslie
by his second wife, Mary Irvine of Drum, went
over to Paris to meet his elder brother, Count
James Ernest Leslie, it was arranged that George
should succeed their father, Count Patrick Leslie,
in the estate of Balquhain, and James Ernest in
the German estates; also that Count James
Ernest wrote to his sister, Teresa, Patrick Leslie
Duguid’s mother, that as he never intended to
return to Britain, he had sent her by his brother
George his picture and a ring set round with
diamonds.

Patrick Leslie Duguid returned from Douai
before 1715.  On the breaking out of the rebellion
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in that year, he espoused the cause of the Stuarts
with the utmost zeal, so that, though he was only
alad of fifteen years old, he was “out,” as the
Jacobite expression was. Again, when Prince
Charles Edward landed in Scotland in 1745,
Patrick Leslie Duguid joined his standard, with
a considerable body of men which he had raised
on his own estate, and in other parts of Aberdeen-
shire, and which he maintained at his own ex-
pense, for which purpose he borrowed large sums
of money on the security of his estate of
Auchinhove. He was present and was wounded
in the engagement which took place at Inverurie,
23d December 1745. He joined the force under
Lord Lewis Gordon at Aberdeen, 27th November
1745, with about fifty men. Lord Lewis Gordon
was appointed by the Prince Lord-Lieutenant of
the counties of Aberdeen and Banff, where from
his family connection he had considerable interest.
He commenced immediately to raise men : every
proprietor was obliged to furnish a man or £5 ster-
ling for every hundred pounds Scots of his valued
rent. By this means two battalions were raised,
one of which was placed under the orders of
James Moir of Stoneywood, and the other under
Gordon of Abbachy. He also raised a consider-
able sum of money, notwithstanding that his
views were much thwarted by his brother, Cosmo,
Duke of Gordon, who kept up a fair appearance
with the government.
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To put an end to Lord Lewis Gordon’s recruit-
ing and exactions, Lord Loudon, the king’s
Commander-in-chief in the North, despatched the
Laird of Macleod, 10th December 1745, from
Inverness with 500 of his clansmen, followed by
200 men under Major Munro of Culcairn, and
500 men under the Laird of Grant. Lord Lewis
Gordon ordered his forces to fall back on Aberdeen,
where he assembled a number of men raised in
Forfarshire and Kincardineshire, and some of
Lord John Drummond’s French troops, lately
landed at Montrose, and 300 Farquharsons and
others under the Laird of Monaltrie, and the
Aboyne battalion, and the Aberdeen battalion
under James Moir of Stoneywood.

The Laird of Grant, fearing for his own country,
returned homeward ; Munro took post at Old
Meldrum, and Macleod advanced and occupied
Inverurie, 16 miles north of Aberdeen. Lord
Lewis Gordon, on learning this incautious move-
ment, determined to attack his opponents with all
despatch. He moved from Aberdeen on the
morning of the 23d December with about 1100
men and five small pieces of cannon, which had
been taken from a vessel in the harbour. With
the main body of his army he crossed the bridge
of Don, and took the route by Fintray up the
left bank of the river, while he sent a detachment
of 300 men, French and others, by the Tyrebagger
road, the usual road to Inverurie, so as to deceive
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the enemy with regard to the true point of
attack. '

About four o’clock in the afternoon, when it was
getting dark, the French party, who had marched
by the right bank of the Don, dashed into and
waded across the river, and attacked the enemy
on the south-west side of Inverurie. Lord Lewis
Gordon, who had reached the Urie on the east
side of the town, hearing the din of battle,
immediately crossed that river near the chureh,
and attacked the town on that side. He came on
the enemy so unexpectedly, that they were
completely surprised. The Macleods opened a
fire from the ditches and from behind walls, but
being vigorously pressed, they gave way and fled
in all directions. Their chief was placed in great
peril, particularly as his men were not over
zealous in the cause against the Stuarts. He
got his followers together as well as he could, and
retreated for some time fighting by moonlight.
Many of his men were killed or wounded, and
about fifty were taken prisoners, among whom
were (tordon, younger of Ardoch, Forbes of Echt,
and John Chalmers, formerly Principal and
Professor of King’s College, Aberdeen. The
Macleods continued to retreat till they crossed the
Spey and reached Elgin. There they told their
chief that he had deceived them by making them
 believe that he had raised them and brought them
i out of their country to serve the Prince, and had
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afterwards told them so at Inverness. They
promised to follow him still if he would return to
his duty, and be faithful to Prince Charles
Edward, but otherwise they would return to their
country, which latter they did.

Patrick Leslie Duguid was also engaged in the
battle of Culloden, fought 16th April 1746. He
was excepted from the general pardon granted by
the government of King George to those engaged
in the rebellion, on account of the bold and active
part which he had taken in the unfortunate cause
of him whom he considered his rightful sovereign.

After the suppression of the rebellion, Patrick
Leslie Duguid could not return to his own house
at Auchinhove, because a party of the king’s
troops, under Captain Hardy, was quartered on the

estate and occupied the castle. He was therefore

obliged to skulk about the country. Being a
most resolute man, he determined to sell his life
as dearly as possible, particularly as Captain
Hardy had sworn and declared in the most brutal
boasting manner, that if Auchinhove was out of
hell, he would take him dead or alive. Patrick
Leslie Duguid got a guard for his safety and
protection, a band of six faithful old followers and
companions in arms, who were well armed, and
remained constantly with him in the various
places to which he resorted for security, in the
fastnesses of Coul, and the neighbouring hills and
mountains, where he concealed himself and dex-
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terously evaded every attempt of the kings
troops to surprise or take him. He frequently
observed the soldiers searching the neighbourhood
for him.

During this unhappy period, his wife, Lady
Auchinhove as she was usually called, remained
with her three infant children at the castle of
Auchinhove, and was kept in a state of continued
alarm and anxiety not only with regard to her
husband’s safety, but also for her own, and on
account of the continual intrusion of the soldiers
into her privacy under the pretence of searching
for her husband. One day Captain Hardy abruptly
entered her room, and hearing some noise in an
adjoining closet in which her son James, then a
child only five years old, usually slept, he thought
that it was perhaps the laird who might have got
secretly into the castle, and was concealed there.
He rushed in great haste to examine the closet,
when, to his great mortification, he found only the
little fellow. Captain Hardy was not a little
abashed, but, to conceal his chagrin, he flourished
his gay cocked hat and feathers, and told the child
that he would give it to him if he would ery
Hurrah for King George! To his surprise the boy
smartly answered, ““ Na, na; I'm a Prince’s man.”

Some time afterwards, Captain Hardy, finding
that he had little chance of succeeding in appre-
hending the Laird of Auchinhove, and becoming
enraged at being baffled in all his attempts,
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cruelly ordered the castle to be burned, without
giving notice or warning of any kind to the un-
fortunate lady or her family. At the hour of
midnight, he barbarously gave the order to set fire
to the castle. After it was in a blaze, Lady
Auchinhove made her escape with her children
by a window, and retired to the top of a
neighbouring hill, where she sat shivering in the
cold, mournfully looking on until the castle
and all its valuables were reduced to ashes.
She took refuge afterwards in the gardener’s
house.

Lady Auchinhove, on afterwards seeing Captain
Hardy, made no reproach to him, but simply
remarked that her uncle General Irvine, the
Commander of the Forces in the North, would not
thank him for what he had done. The captain
was thunderstruck, and tried to excuse himself,
saying that if he had known she was a relation of
General Irvine he would not have done it. She
replied, “That shows your evil disposition, as you
had no orders to do it.” His employers were
equally culpable, however, as no merited punish-
ment followed the crime, and no redress was ever
obtained. The laird witnessed the heartrending
sight of his ancient castle in flames from a spot
on the hill of Coul, which is still pointed out by
the country people. A gable-end and the founda-
tions of the castle of Auchinhove still exist, and
the traces of the fire may still be seen in the
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blackened walls of a house which formed.part of
the barn-yards or office-houses.

In addition to his other misfortunes, Patrick
Leslie Duguid had incurred large debts in con-
sequence of borrowing money to raise and to
maintain his men during the rebellion, so that
his barony of Auchinhove was deeply mortgaged.
Trustees, one of whom was his brother-in-law,
James Irvine of Kingcaussey, were appointed over
his estates to manage them and to pay his debts;
but, with every endeavour to save the estates, they
were obliged to sell them to pay the encumbrances.
The estate of Auchinhove passed into the posses-
sion of the Farquharsons of Finzean.

About 1763, Patrick Leslie Duguid got from
his cousin, Peter Leslie Grant, twentieth Baron
of Balquhain, the house of Tullos, on the estate of
Balquhain, to live in, and a small piece of ground,
about a boll and a half sowing. There, with his
children, he was supported by an allowance of
twelve bolls of meal out of a public mortification
called Dr. Anderson’s, which was managed by
several gentlemen, among whom was James
Irvine of Kingcaussey, his brother-in-law, and
other twelve bolls of meal which he got for some
time from the granary of Balquhain. His miser-
able situation at this period appears from letters
which he wrote to Mr. Orme, writer in Edinburgh,
who produced them in the law-process which
afterwards took place regarding the lease of the
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estate of Balquhain. He was reduced to the
necessity of selling some of the meal allowed to
him for the sustenance of his family, in order to
get money to pay the wages of the maid-servant.

On the death of Peter Leslie Grant, twentieth
Baron of Balqubain, without issue, in 1775,
Patrick Leslie Duguid of Auchinhove, the next
heir of entail, succeeded as twenty-first Baron
of Balquhain. Patrick Leslie Duguid, eldest son
and heir of Teresa Leslie, third daughter of
Count Patrick Leslie of Balquhain, was served
heir of tailzie to the late Peter Leslie Grant, of
Balquhain, in the lands and barony of Balquhain,
17th April 1775. A precept was issued furth of
the Chancery for his infeftment as aforesaid,
25th April 1775. Sasine followed thereon 11th
May 1775, registered at Aberdeen 22d May
BT 5%

On succeeding to the estate of Balquhain,
Patrick Leslie Duguid found that he had new
difficulties to contend with. The last possessor,
Peter Leslie Grant, being of careless habits, by
these, and by the expenses incurred in disputing
the succession with ‘the Counts Leslie, had in-
volved himself deeply in debt, particularly to
David Orme, a lawyer in Edinburgh. To relieve
himself from his difficulties, and having no family
to provide for, as has been related he granted to
this David Orme, in 1769, a lease of the whole

* Balquhain Charters, Nos. 1003, 1004, 1005.
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estate of Balquhain for five times nineteen years,
or ninety-five years, for the small consideration of
a yearly rent of £733:13:4, payable to himself
and his heirs of entail during the currency of
this long lease, in which were included the manor-
house and domain of Fetternear. This lease was
manifestly unjust, and contrary to all established
law, seeing that the whole estate was strictly
entailed, and could not in any manner be alien-
ated ; and further, the manor-house and domain
of Fetternear could in no case by law be let to
any tenant beyond the lifetime of the heir of
entail in possession.

By this iniquitous settlement, Patrick Leslie
Duguid found himself not only deprived of the
revenue from the estate of Balquhain which he
had a right to enjoy, but he was also excluded
from his own family mansion-house of Fetternear,
David Orme having taken possession of the house,
and acting as lord and master of the whole
estate. Being unwilling to submit to such in-
justice, Patrick Leslie Duguid, 2d July 1776,
raised an action of reduction against David Orme,
for reducing the lease.* In the meantime he
was obliged to continue to occupy the house of
Tullos, which had formerly been a hunting-seat
of the Barons of Balquhain, and was situated in a
small open plain at the foot of Bennachie, which
rises majestically behind it.

* Balquhain Papers, No. 1006.
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- Besides his difficulties with David Orme,
Patrick Leslie Duguid found himself exposed to
new vexations on his accession to the estate of
Balquhain. His brother, James Duguid, had an
illegitimate son, Joseph Duguid, and this Joseph
took advantage of an act of the sixth Parlia-
ment of King James VI., entitled “Act anent
the youth and others beyond sea suspected
to have declined from the true religion,” to
declare himself a Protestant, and as a Protestant
to be the nearest and rightful heir of entail in
the estate of Balquhain to Peter Leslie Grant,
twentieth Baron of Balquhain. He brought an
action against Patrick Leslie Duguid; James
Duguid, his eldest son; Charles Duguid, his
second son ; John Duguid, his third son; Patrick
Duguid, his fourth son; Alexander Duguid, his
brother-german ; and Ernest Leopold Patrick,
son of John, third son of Patrick Leslie Duguid ;
who, he contended, should all be passed over and
excluded from the possession of the estate of
Balquhain, because they all professed the Popish
religion. The summons is dated 30th May 1775.

Patrick Leslie Duguid, finding his age and
infirmities increase, and being unable to undergo
all the anxieties and trouble attending the
management of the legal proceedings and' the
affairs of his estate, and being desirous of securing
his property to his own family, formally renounced
his liferent right and title to the lands and
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barony of Balquhain in favour of his- third
surviving son, John Leslie, his two elder sons
being in holy orders, and being thereby excluded
from the succession by the terms of the entail.
Patrick Duguid granted a bond of corroboration
in favour of Count Ernest Leslie, then eighteenth
Baron of Balquhain, as heir served and retoured
to the deccased Count James Leslie, seventeenth
Baron of Balquhain, his brother, for six thousand
pounds, dated 14th December 1734. He dis-
poned a piece of moss, part of the Mains of
Auchinhove, in favour of Francis Farquharson of
Finzean, 11th July 1737. He sold to Francis
Farquharson of Finzean the lands of Meikle and
Little Tillylair, 17th June 1738 ; and granted him
a disposition of the same, dated 5th July and
13th November 1738. He also granted to him a
disposition of heritable tolerance of a road to the
Lochs in 1738. Ernest, Count Leslie, eighteenth
Baron of Balquhain, disponed and translated the
several bonds granted to him by Patrick Duguid,
with the letters of inhibition and decreet of ad-
judication therein contained, in favour of Francis
Farquharson of Finzean, 6th December 1738, who
obtained letters of inhibition on the said disposi-
tion against Patrick Duguid, 19th February
1740. In 1750, Patrick Duguid paid Elspet
M‘Combie for a horse taken from her in 1745.
Patrick Leslie Duguid married, first, Isabella
Dickson. Their marriage-contract is dated 27th
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and 28th August 1731. By it Robert Duguid of
Auchinhove, and Teresa Leslie his spouse, dis-
poned the lands of Tillylair and others, under
the burden of a bond for £6000, due to James,
Count Leslie, seventeenth Baron of Balquhain, in
favour of Patrick Leslie, their eldest son, and
Isabella Dickson, his spouse, in liferent, and the
heirs-male of their marriage. This marriage-
contract was registered in the Sheriff-Court books
of Aberdeen, 29th December 1735. Patrick
Leslie Duguid had three sons and one daughter
by his first wife, Isabella Dickson, but they all
died young. He married, secondly, 16th July
1740, Amelia Irvine, daughter of James Irvine of
Kingcaussey, by his wife, Lady Mary Forbes,
daughter of the Earl of Granard. By her he had—

I. James, born 21st October 1741. He was sent
abroad at an early age for his education. He re-
ceived holy orders, and entered the Society of
Jesus, and then returned to England. Being in holy
orders, he was excluded from the succession to the
Balquhain estates. He came to Scotland when his
father died, in 1777, but, being disgusted with the
prejudices then prevailing against Catholics, and
with Lord George Gordon’s riots in Edinburgh in
1780, he returned to England, and served the
Grafton Mission for nine years. He was afterwards
chaplain to Anthony, Earl of Newburgh, at Slindon
Hall, in Sussex. He then succeeded his brother,
the Rev. Charles Leslie, in the Oxford mission in
1806. He left Oxford in 1812, and became
chaplain to Peter Middleton, Esquire, at Stockhill
Park, in Yorkshire. He received the honour of the
Croix de la Fleur de Lys from Louis XVIIL, King
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of France, 16th September 1814. He died, 25th
August 1816, aged 75 years, and was buried at
Spofforth.

IL. CHARLES, born 8th January 1748. He was sent to
France for his education at an early age. He also
entered the Society of Jesus, and was a fellow-
novice with the learned Pére le Pointe. He re-
turned to England, and served in several missions ;
first at Woodstock, then at Tusmore, and lastly, at
Ozxford, where, in 1793, he built a handsome
Catholic church. By his amiable manners and
classical taste he commanded the respect and ac-
quired the esteem of many learned members of the
University. He was carried off by a paralytic
stroke, 28th December 1806, and was buried in the
sanctuary of his church. The following epitaph is
inscribed on his tomb :—

Here lies the body of
The Reverend Charles Leslie,
Who built this Chapel
In the year 1793.
He died the 28th of December 1806,
Aged 59.
Requiescat in Pace.

ITI. HENRY, born 6th May 1749. He died unmarried at
Lumphanan in 1762.

1V. JomN, born 13th January 1751. He succeeded his
father as twenty-second Baron of Balquhain.

V. PaTRICK, born 24th August 1753. He studied
Medicine, and resided at Durbam. Falling into
delicate health, he went to Lisbon to fry a change of
climate, and died there in 1783.

VI. MARGARET, born 12th March 1743. Died at Aber-
deen in 1762.
VII AMELriA, born 8th July 1744. Died at Aberdeen in
1762.
VIIL MARY, born 1754, Married to Mr. Reid, Aberdeen.
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IX. MARYANNE, born 26th May 1756. Died at Aberdeen
in 1762.

X. Er1zaserH, born 8th November 1757. Married to

Captain Macdonell of Leich, by whom she had
issue—

I. WorrFE, who entered the army, and attained

the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. He died

without issue in London in 1830.

IT. GEORGE, a colonel in the army and C.B. He
married the Honourable Laura Arundel,
daughter of Lord Arundel of Wardour, by
whom he has a son, Ignatius, born 24th March
1825, Lieutenant-Colonel 71st Regiment.

IIL. JacoBINA, married to Sir Joseph Radeliff,
Baronet, and had issue. She died at Rud-
ding Park 10th May 1868.

IV. Eriza, married to Arthur Clifford.

XI. JacoBINA, married to Edward Clavering Esquire, of
Berrington. She was born 21st October 1760, and
died at Edinburgh 3d February 1840, and was
buried in Greyfriars churchyard.

Patrick Leslie Duguid’s second wife, Amelia
Irvine, died of an infectious fever, along with
three of her daughters, Margaret, Amelia, and
Maryanne, in 1762, at Aberdeen. Among the
family papers there is a voucher for the expenses
of Lady Auchinhove’s funeral, amounting to
£9:10:7, dated June 1762. :

Patrick Leslie Duguid married, thirdly, in
1773, his second cousin, Eliza Grant, sister of
Peter Leslie Grant, twentieth Baron of Balqu-
hain, but by her he had no issue.

In a letter dated at Tullos, 28th May 1776,
written by John Leslie, to his wife, Violet Dalzell,
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then at Terregles with her infant son, Ernest,
John Leslie mentions that his father, Patrick
Leslie Duguid, was at Tullos, and was not very
well. Patrick Leslie Duguid wrote a letter to
his daughter-in-law, Violet Leslie, dated at Edin-
burgh, 15th January 1777. By a letter, written
11th April 1777, by John Leslie to his wife
Violet, addressed to her at Kingswells, it appears
that Patrick Leslie Duguid was then dead. He
was succeeded by his third surviving son, John
Leslie, twenty-second Baron of Balquhain. His
third wife, Elizabeth Grant, died in the following
year.

JOHN LESLIE,

TWENTY-SECOND BARON OF BALQUHAIN.

JoBN LEsLiE, born 18th January 1751, third
surviving son of Patrick Leslie Duguid, twenty-
first Baron of Balquhain, by Amelia Irvine of
Kingcaussey, his second wife, succeeded as
twenty-second Baron of Balquhain on the death of
his father in April 1777 ; his two elder brothers,
James and Charles, being excluded from the
succession by a clause in the deeds of entail
excluding heirs who were in holy orders.

Scotland being at the time in a very unsettled
state, in consequence of the troubles of 1745, and
there being then no schools for the education of
young people professing the Catholic religion,
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John Leslie was sent abroad at an early age,
about 1761, to be educated at the Scotch college
at Ratisbon, where the Counts Leslie in Germany
had made a foundation for the education of
members of the family. John Leslie prosecuted
his studies with great success, and became an
elegant classical scholar and an excellent linguist,
speaking most of the modern languages with
fluency. :

During the time John Leslie was at Ratisbon,
Peter Leslie Grant, then in possession of the
estate of Balquhain, fell into delicate health, and
there appeared to be no probability that he would
marry. Patrick Leslie Duguid and his family,
therefore, became anxious that John Leslie should
return to Scotland, which he was induced to do
at their urgent request, as appears by a letter
from his eldest brother, the Rev. James Leslie,
written 17th March 1770. John Leslie returned
home with some reluctance, because he had made
up his mind to enter the Austrian service. It
was desirable that he should relinquish this plan,
as, in the event of the death of Peter Leslie
Grant without issue, he became immediate heir-
apparent of entail to the estate of Balquhain, his
elder brothers being excluded from the succession,
being in holy orders.

On his return home, in order to improve him-
self and to obtain a knowledge of the laws of the
country, and so to qualify himself to understand
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the duties of a country gentleman, John Leslie
studied civil and canon law at the University of
Edinburgh, and attended various other classes
there. By these studies, combined with the
accomplishments acquired in foreign lands, he
became a most finished gentleman, and, being of
a lively disposition, a most agreeable companion.
During this period he used frequently to pay
visits to his cousin, Peter Leslie Grant, at Fetter-
near.

Peter Leslie Grant, twentieth Baron of Bal-
quhain, died in 1775, and was succeeded by
Patrick Leslie Duguid of Auchinhove as twenty-
first Baron of Balquhain. Finding himself un-
able from his years to manage the estates and the
lawsuits in which he found himself involved, as
has been narrated, he resigned his estates in
favour of his son John, in 1776. Patrick Leslie
Duguid did not long survive his resignation : he
died in the following April, 1777.

As has been narrated, Peter Leslie Grant,
having been in difficulties with regard to money,
granted a lease of the whole estate of Balquhain
to David Orme, writer in Edinburgh, for a period
of five times nineteen years, from Whitsunday
1769 to Whitsunday 1864, being a duration of
ninety-five years, at the rent of £733:13:4 a-
year. On the death of Peter Leslie Grant in
1775, his successor, Patrick Leslie Duguid, brought
an action of reduction against David Orme, to
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reduce this long lease; but during his lifetime
little progress was made in the action. When
John Leslie succeeded his father in the estates,
he continued the process for the reduction of the
lease. In the meantime, he was put to the
greatest inconvenience, as David Orme had taken
possession of the mansion-house of Fetternear, as
appears by a letter written by John Leslie to his
wife, dated 28th April 1776. In consequence of
this, John Leslie was obliged to remain at Terrcgles
with his father-in-law for upwards of a year, and
his first child, Ernest, was born there. After that
he took up his residence at Kingswells in 1777,
a place belonging to his law-agent Mr. Durno,
several miles from Fetternear, on the Skene road
to Aberdeen. Afterwards he went to live at
Tullos, a small and inconvenient house on the
estate of Balquhain. During this period he was sub-
jected to every sort of annoyance and persecution
on account of his religion. Few of the country
people would afford his family even the smallest
assistance or service for any money; they would
hardly sell them an egg or a chicken. There
were some honourable exceptions—people who
were attached to the cause of the Stuarts, and
who had been out with Mr. Leslie’s father in
1745. These worthy people and their descendants
continued faithful adherents to Mr. Leslie through
life, on account of the difficulties to which the
family was subjected. But they were the excep-
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tion. When Mr. Leslie’s brothers, the Rev. James
and the Rev. Charles Leslie, visited him, and said
mass privately in his house, the women of the
neighbourhood, getting to hear of it, threatened to
break the windows. Being obliged to go to
Edinburgh in 1780, on law business, accompanied
by his brother the Rev. James Leslie, and his
sister-in-law Miss Margaret Dalzell, they hap-
pened to arrive during the anti-Catholic riots
raised by Lord George Gordon, and no person
would take them into a house, and they were
obliged to take a small boat and cross the Frith
of Forth on a dark and stormy night, and seek
shelter on the opposite coast.

To add to these difficulties, David Orme, fearful
of losing the power which he had acquired over
the estate of Balqubain, carried his ill-will and
prejudice so far, that he used every endeavour to
produce a Protestant claimant to the estate ; and
he attempted to set up as such one Joseph Duguid,
an illegitimate son of James Duguid, a brother of
Patrick Leslie Duguid, twenty-first Baron of
Balquhain.

James Duguid was the third son of Robert
Duguid, ninth Baron of Auchinhove, by his
wife, Teresa Leslie. Being of a very unsettled
disposition, he fell into difficulties and enlisted in
the 42d Highland Regiment, in which he became
a sergeant. He married a woman of the name of
Brodie, who went with him when he accompanied
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his regiment to America. When he returned
home again, his wife remained in America, and
was kept by a lieutenant in the regiment, and
afterwards became a common prostitute. James
Duguid then took up with another woman in this
country, and cohabited with her while his own
wife was still living. This woman had a son
called Joseph, and James Duguid was supposed
to be his father. But James Duguid, on his
death-bed, solemnly declared that he never was
married to Joseph’s mother. The said Joseph
was at best an adulterous bastard. But this did
not prevent Mr. Orme from bringing him forward
as a Protestant heir to the estate of Balquhain.
Mr. Orme founded Joseph Duguid’s claim to
the estate of Balquhain on the seventy-first act of
the sixth parliament of King James V1., entitled
“An Act anent the youth and others beyond sea
suspected to have declined from the true religion,”
and the third act of the 8th and 9th sessions
of the first parliament of William IIIL., dated 3d
November 1700, entitled “An Act for preventing
the growth of popery;” by which acts persons
professing the popish religion, and neglecting to
purge themselves of popery by taking the formula
prescribed by law, or who sent their children, or
had themselves been sent abroad to be educated -in
popish religious houses, were excluded from any
right which they might have to succeed to any
real estate in Scotland, and the nearest Protestant
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heir was entitled to succeed to such estate, in the
same manner as if the nearer Catholic heirs were
dead.

Joseph Duguid founded his claim on these acts
of parliament, and brought an action of reduction
against Patrick Leslie Duguid, late of Auchinhove,
now designed of Balquhain; James Duguid, his
eldest son ; Charles Duguid, his second son ; John
Duguid, his third son ; Patrick Duguid, his fourth
son, and Alexander Duguid, his brother-german ;
and sought to have it found and declared that
all these were persons professing the popish
religion, or had been educated in popish religious
houses abroad, and as such incapable to succeed
to, or to take, hold, enjoy, or possess, the lands
and estate of Balquhain, but were obliged to re-
sign the same in favour of him, Joseph Duguid,
the next Protestant heir of entail.

Foreseeing that the legitimacy of Joseph Duguid
| would be disputed, David Orme brought an action
| of declarator of his legitimacy before the Com-
' missary of Edinburgh. Appearance was made for

John Leslie of Balquhain, who offered to prove
| that the said Joseph Duguid was an adulterous
| bastard, the reputed son of James Duguid, born to
' him during the lifetime of his wife, from whom

he was separated. This offer put an end to this
process. David Orme then bethought him of the
device of serving Joseph Duguid as heir-in-general
' to James Duguid, his supposed father, before the
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get a Protestant friend of the family to take
charge of his infant son and heir, Ernest, who
was born while the process was pending, and who
would be considered by law as a nearer Protestant
heir to the estates while under the guardianship
of a Protestant, than Joseph Duguid. Accordingly,
James Irvine of Kingcaussey, John Leslie’s
maternal uncle, applied by petition to the Court
of Session that it might be ordained that Ernest
Patrick Leslie, the son of John Leslie of Bal-
quhain, now an infant, should remain under the
keeping of James Irvine of Kingcaussey, to the end
that he might be educated suitably to his station,
and especially that he might be instructed in the
principles of the Protestant religion by law
established, and that he might remain under his
charge till further orders of the court, and that
such a sum might be appointed in name of aliment,
to be paid to James Irvine out of the means of
John Leslie, the father, to defray the expense of
the education and maintenance of the said Ernest
Patrick Leslie; and this in virtue of an act of
parliament passed in 1661, entitled “An Act
against popish priests and Jesuits,” which, after
discharging them from saying mass within the
kingdom, commands all sheriffs and magistrates
to send to parliament or to the Privy Council lists
of such persons as are known or suspected to be
papists, that course might be taken with them
f conform to the laws, enacts as follows :-—* Like-
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wise his Majesty, considering how dangerous it is
that children be educated by persons popishly
affected, do therefore, in conformity to former
acts of parliament, appoint that children under
popish parents or curators, shall be taken from
them and committed to the education of some
well-affected and religious Protestant friend, by
order of his Majesty’s Privy Council.” The Court
of Session granted to James Irvine the prayer of
his petition, and he got possession of the infant,
Ernest Leslie. The child was seized with an
alarming illness, of which he nearly died, and his
parents got permission to visit him.  Murs. Leslie
risked her life in visiting her sick child. It was
in November, and the snow fell so fast and
heavily that the carriage could not proceed, and
Mrs. Leslie with her infant daughter, whom she
was then nursing, had to get out and wade
through the snow. It was only when John
Leslie, compelled by the necessity of the case,
submitted to a degrading form of law, that his
infant son was restored to him.

John Leslie, having the prospect before him of
being deprived of his estate, and seeing his son
taken from him to be educated in a religion
different from that which he and his ancestors
had professed for so many centuries, had been
frequently urged by his legal advisers and
Protestant friends to take the formula, by which
means, nominally renouncing his religion, he
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might have his son restored to him, and his estate
secured. John Leslie was very reluctant to do
this, and for a long time he refused. His uncle,
James Irvine of Kingcaussey, wrote to him the
following well-meant letters, urging him to com-
ply with the requirements of the law.

Edinburgh, 25th November 1777.

Dear Nephew—We got safe here Friday last, but too
late to meet with the Lord Advocate. Yesterday I had a
long conversation with Mr. Colquhoun Grant upon your
affairs. It seems there is a necessity for taking the formula
within the Presbytery of Garioch. Here it cannot be done,
and all your lawyers are of opinion if that is not done little
Pat must be served heir, and the widow also for her terce.
This you must know will be destruction and beggery, and
the child taken away from you for ever. I have at a
distance talked with two of our judges, and I assure you
they said just what Mr. Grant will tell you by this post.
You have an army of the best lawyers against you, and it
really gives me great concern to think of the consequences
if you do not do what you should do. I need say no more,
but compliments to Mrs. Lesly and Miss Dalzell, and that
I am always, dear nephew, yours, &ec.

JAMES IRVINE.
To John Leslie, Esq., of Balquhain,
At Mr. Durno's, Aberdeen.

Edinburgh, 6th December 17717.

Dear Nephew—Altho’ I have had no answer to my
last, yet as your affairs are now in that situation that a few
days more must, if you still persist in not doing what you
ought, you and all your family ever live in beggery and
want, and I am sure with good reason heartily curse you,
and lament you ever were born.  If you had not married,
I should not have felt what I now do, and from hence-
forward shall not trouble you upon this subject. Do not
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flatter yourself with idle nonsense of a division of the
House of Peers. That will not do, and Mr. Grant is de-
termined to serve your son heir, and Mrs. Leslie in her
terce, and by this post Mr. Durno will have orders for
doing so, and indeed you have not a friend that can con-
demn him. How soon this service is over, little Pat shall
be sent for, and neither his mother, nor you, nor any of his
Roman Catholic friends, must have anything more to say to
him. Mr. Grant will write to you this day, and altho’ I
expect no answer to this, yet I can answer to myself that I
have done everything in my power to save you and your
family from utter ruin; and with compliments to Mrs.
Lesly and Miss Dalzell, I am, your aff. uncle and humble
servt., JAMES IRVINE.

John Leslie was deeply moved by the opinion
which his Protestant friends expressed with re-
gard to his conscientious scruples against taking
the formula, and at last, after much reluctance,
and with great repugnance, he took it before the
Presbytery of Aberdeen. But David Orme per-
sisted in his plan of opposition, and brought an
action in the -Court of Session to reduce the
proceedings of the Presbytery of Aberdeen, al-
leging that John Leslie did not then live within
the bounds of that presbytery, and that he had
only signed the formula without repeating the
words. To put an end to these objections, John
Leslie was obliged to take the formula again
before the Presbytery of the Garioch.

He was then required to prove that his two
elder brothers, James and Charles, were in holy
" orders, and thereby excluded from succession to
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the estate by an express clause in the deeds of
entail. This he proved, and the Court of Session
pronounced a declarator against the said James
and Charles Leslie as papists’and priests of the
Romish Church, 21st January 1778. John Leslie
was then served and retoured heir to his father,
Patrick Leslie Duguid, in the lands and barony
of Balquhain, 26th January 1778 ; and a precept
of Chancery for infefting him in the said barony
was issued to the sheriff and bailies of Aberdeen,
31st January 1778.%*

Thus were the claims of Joseph Duguid dis-
posed of. It was not possible that it could long
be the law of the land that such a claimant could
bring an action to eject lawful proprietors from
their estates on account of their religion. In the
very following year, 1779, an act of parliament
was passed allowing Roman Catholics in Great
Britain and Ireland to educate their own children
without incurring the punishment of perpetual im-
prisonment ; and Catholics were declared capable
of acquiring landed property by purchase or in-
heritance, and of transmitting it to others.
England and Ireland acquiesced in this small
measure of favour granted to fellow-Christians.
But in Scotland the intolerant spirit of presbytery
stopped the current of brotherly love, and stirred
up a spirit of hatred which terminated in the

* Balquhain Charters, Nos. 1009, 1010.
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riots of 1780, when Lord Mansfield’s house in
London was sacked and burned by a mob led by
the fanatic Scotchman Lord George Gordon ; and
the Catholic church and Bishop Hay’s house in
Edinburgh were destroyed, and the house of
Principal Robertson was attacked by a furious
populace, who were restrained only by military
force from sacrificing the Principal’s life to their
vengeance, because he had said in the General
Assembly that these slender concessions ought to
be made to Catholics.* :

Years had now passed, and the law-plea which
was to decide the validity of the lease granted by
Peter Leslie Grant to David Orme was still pend-
ing. The deeds on which David Orme defended
his claim were the following :—

I A Lease of the whole estate of Balquhain, granted
to him by Peter Leslie Grant in 1765 for nine-
teen years.

IT. A Lease of the whole estate of Balquhain, granted
to him by Peter Leslie Grant for four times
nineteen years, from Whitsunday 1769, for a
rent of £733:13: 4.

ITI. An Assignation, dated 29th March 1769, to him
by Peter Leslie Grant of the said rent of
£733:13: 4, with the exception of a sum of
£300 a-year to be paid to Peter Leslie Grant—

the balance of rent being assigned to pay his
debts.

* See Stewart's Life, p. 177 ; and Presbyterian Empire : its
Origin, Decline, and Fall, by John Macfarlane of Ballindereck.
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IV. A Ratification of the above three deeds, dated 14th
September 1769, by Patrick Leslie Duguid, the
next heir of entail.

V. A Lease, dated 7th September 1773, to him by
Peter Leslie Grant of the Manor and House of
Fetternear, for four times nineteen years from
‘Whitsunday 1773.

VI. A Lease, dated 11th September 1773, to him by

Peter Leslie Grant of the whole estate "and
premises contained in the former leases, for nine-
teen years, to commence at the termination of

the second lease, viz. at Whitsunday 1845,
David Orme’s views at first seem to have ex-
tended no further than to get every possible
security for the repayment of the money due to
him by Peter Leslie Grant. But afterwards he
came to entertain ideas of a very different kind.
He availed himself of Peter Leslie Grant’s neces-
sities, and of the confidence which he reposed in
him, and aimed at getting possession of the estate
of Balquhain under the form of a lease for a num-
ber of years amounting nearly to a perpetuity,
coupled with such other deeds as would render his
possession absolute. Indeed, Peter Leslie Grant,
in spite of his inexperience and want of reflection,
and the unlimited confidence which he placed in
David Orme, became sensible of the unfair advan-
tage which had been taken of him, as appears by
a letter written, 8th February 1773, to John Les-
lie, declaiming in the most bitter terms against
the whole transactions as a piece of gross imposi-
tion put on him under the mask of friendship.
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But his turn for dissipation was continually lead-
ing him into fresh extravagance, and his debts
went on accumulating so as to render any redress
impossible.

In the law proceedings it came out that the
lease for four times nineteen years, from Whit-
sunday 1769, was sent to Peter Leslie Grant,
then in Edinburgh, on the 28th March 1769,
with a note in David Orme’s handwriting, in-
forming him that he might keep the lease till
next day, but must bring it with him to dinner
at a tavern named. On Peter Leslie Grant’s
part no friend or lawyer had been consulted, and
being permitted only one day for reflection, he
had not time to give sufficient consideration to so
important a matter. He went to the tavern next
day, 29th March 1769, and there signed the lease
without further inquiry. In order to secure this
lease, David Orme applied to Patrick ILeslie
Duguid, the next heir of entail, to get a ratifica-
tion of it, so that it might not be reduced on his
succession. David Orme invited Patrick Leslie
Duguid to dine at Fetternear, and after dinner
he produced a ratification of the lease, and by
artifice he induced him to sign it, 14th September
1769.

David Orme, in his defence, stated that the
execution of the lease and deed of assignation and
restriction was witnessed by one of the judges of
the Court of Session ; that the whole transaction
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was known to Patrick Leslie Duguid, the then
next heir of entail, who resided on the estate,
and who, 14th September 1769, executed a deed
mentioning the obligations which all the heirs of
entail lay under to him, David Orme; that the
lease for four times nineteen years which Peter
Leslie Grant had given him, and the deed of as-
signation and restriction, were just and equitable;
that it was reasonable that he and Peter Leslie
Grant’s other creditors should have every security
which it was in the power of the heir of entail in
possession to grant; that having taken opinion
of counsel how far Peter Leslie Grant, then an
infant, the nearest Protestant heir called to sue-
ceed to the estate of Balquhain, and who was a
native of Great Britain, could exclude the other
heirs named before him in the entail, in respect of
their being papists and aliens, and having been
advised that his claims were well founded, he,
David Orme, who was Peter Leslie Grant’s first
cousin, brought him over from Holland, where he
resided with his father; that he maintained and
educated him, and, in 1756, when he was fifteen
years of age, he raised an action in his name for
the recovery of the estate of Balquhain from the
Counts Leslie ; that he had involved himself in
great expense to prove that the Counts Leslie
were Roman Catholics and aliens; that a great
part of the evidence to prove these points being
taken by commission in foreign parts, particularly
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at Vienna, whither it was necessary to bring
witnesses from Gratz in Styria, where the Counts
Leslie resided ; that he had himself to go abroad
several times in the cause; that he gave up his
whole time and business to it, and staked all that
he had, and all the credit that he could command,
on it; that the action against the Counts Leslie
commenced in 1756, and they, being people of
great opulence and power, contested every point ;
that no less than thirty-six interlocutors were pro-
nounced in the cause by the Court of Session, and
five appeals carried to the House of Lords; that
the cause was continued for more than six years,
when it was decided in favour of Peter Leslie
Grant; that the expenses of the process were
very great, and the whole were defrayed by him,
David Orme—Peter Leslie Grant having neither
money nor credit of his own, except £343 lent to
him by Sir Ludowic Grant, and £150 lent to him
by his relations, which he, David Orme, paid;
that Peter Leslie Grant, sensible of the service
which he had rendered to him, settled an account
on his coming of age, 15th April 1762, for the
money expended by him in the lawsuit since
1756, with an allowance for his trouble and ad-
vances, and granted a bond for £3080, with
interest from 16th April 1762; and that "he
settled a second account, 26th April 1763, for
further expenses incurred, and gave him a bond
for the balance of £155:3:3; that on the 25th
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April 1765, with a view to pay him and others
what he owed them, Peter Leslie Grant executed
a deed whereby he leased the whole estate of Bal-
quhain to him for nineteen years from Whit-
sunday 1765, for the rent of £300 a-year, to be
paid to him, his heirs, and assigns—the surplus
rent to be applied to the payment of Peter Leslie
Grant’s debts, after deducting necessary charges,
provided Peter Leslie Grant did not apply such
surplus rent to other necessary purposes; that for
four years after the date of this lease, Peter
Leslie Grant found it necessary to apply the
surplus rent to other purposes, and, in conse-
quence, his debts increased; that Peter Leslie
Grant, being sensible that some other plan must
be adopted for the payment of his debts, took the
opinion of counsel, with respect to his power
under the entail to grant a long lease of the
estate as a security to his creditors; that what
followed was in conformity with the opinion of
counsel ; that John Lumsden, a tenant on the
estate, and his brother, were appointed to make
out a statement of the rents and of the fines or
grassums which the tenants paid for their leases,
and to give their opinion what grassum each farm
would likely yield, supposing the lease to be out;
that their report was laid before Mr. Farquharson,
accountant in Edinburgh, with a memorial that
Peter Leslie Grant had resolved to grant a total
lease of the estate of Balquhain for four times
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nineteen years, at the present rent, in favour of
him, David Orme; and desiring him to make a
calculation as to what the various farms might
yield by way of grassum in present money, sup-
posing the farms to be worth the appraised money
at the commencement of each term of nineteen
years, and at what rate the victual or meal rent
should be taken on an average of the fiars for the
preceding twenty years; that Mr. Farquharson
stated in his report that, supposing the current
leases to be as stated, the grassums for four times
nineteen years would amount to £992:15:6
sterling ; and that, in respect of the endurance of
the tack, and that the last seven years had been
years of scarcity all over Britain, he was of
opinion that the price of bere should not exceed
£7 Scots, or 11s. 8d. sterling, per boll, and the
whole meal should not exceed £5 : 14s. Scots per
boll, and that at these prices he had drawn up
an abstract of the whole rental, amounting to
£9062 : 8:3 Scots; that, in consequence of this
report, the lease for nineteen years granted to
him in 1765 was annulled, and, on the 29th
March 1769, Peter Leslie Grant gave him a new
lease, whereby, for the sum of £992:15:6 ster-
ling premium or grassum, he let or devised to
him, his heirs and assigns, the whole lands and
barony of Balquhain for the term of four times
nineteen years; and he, David Orme, became
bound to pay to Peter Leslie Grant, his heirs and
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assigns, the yearly rent of £9062 : 8 : 3 Scots, or
£733 : 13 : 4 sterling, the amount of the rental as
valued by Mr. Farquharson—always deducting
the minister’s stipend and other public burdens;
that the lease contained a clause to the effect that
if Peter Leslie Grant, his heirs or assigns, chose
to possess the house, gardens, and Mains of Fetter-
near, he, David Orme, should be obliged to yield
them up upon twelve months’ warning, being
allowed a discount from the rent; that in 1769
Peter Leslie Grant’s debts were as follows,
viz—due to him, David Orme, after deducting
£992:15:6 paid as a grassum for the lease,
£2398 : 11 : 5% ; repaid by David Orme to Sir
Ludowick Grant, principal and interest, £411,
14s. 9d.; fees of counsel, for which David Orme
had given bond in trust for him, £851 : 13 : 10.
Balance due to London solicitors for last appeal,
£560 : 3s.; due to physicians, during a long ill-
ness, and to the surgeon in whose house Peter
Leslie Grant had lived in London, £867:4 :8;
due to sundry persons, for which David Orme
became security, £558 :15: 11 :—in all £5648,
3s. 74d. ; that to make a sinking-fund for the pay-
ment of these debts, and to provide an allowance
for Peter Leslie Grant himself, and to put his
affairs on a clear footing for the time to come,
another deed was executed on the same day as
the lease, whereby, after reciting the lease and
the debts due as above, Peter Leslie Grant as-
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signed to him, David Orme, his heirs and assigns,
for himself, and in trust for the other ereditors,
the sum of £4770:1:9 Scots, being the yearly
rent or tack-duty due for the lease, being the
balance, after deducting the sum of £3600 Scots,
reserved to himself and his heirs, and £692:1:9
Scots, being minister’s stipend and other public
burdens ; which annual sum of £4770:1:9, he,
David Orme, was bound to apply—first, in pay-
ment of an annuity of £60 to Elizabeth Grant,

only sister of Peter Leslie Grant, in case she |

should survive him, and the remainder for the
extinction of the principal and interest of the
debts due by Peter Leslie Grant; and to the end
that the said sum should be punctually applied
to the said purposes, Peter Leslie Grant dis-
charged him, David Orme, and his heirs and as-
signs, as lessees, of that portion of the rent until
| all the said debts were extinguished; and he
provided that, in the event of the heir of entail
who should succeed to him refusing to ratify
these deeds, by virtue of the power vested in
him to set tacks for any yearly rent he might
| think proper, being satisfied that all the sums
due to him, David Orme, and the other creditors,
except the debts lately contracted, were spent
i rem wversam of all the heirs of entail,” he
restricted the rent of £9062 : 8 : 3 Scots, payable
by the lessee, to the sum of £300 sterling, pay-
able to himself and the heir of entail in possession
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for the time being, till the whole debt should be
paid off ; that under this lease, he, David Orme,
entered into possession of the estate of Balquhain,
and went and resided with his family on it, but

| found that it would be necessary either to build

a dwelling-house or to repair the house of Fetter-
near, which was in ruins; that from the latter
course he was deterred by the power reserved to
Peter Leslie Grant, his heirs and assigns, to re-
sume possession of the mansion-house of Fetter-
near; but that, to obviate this difficulty, Peter
Leslie Grant executed another deed, dated 4th
August 1769, restricting this right to himself and
his heirs, exclusive of assigns, and permitting him,
David Orme, to cut barren timber for building or
repairing the tenants’ houses, and for restoring
Fetternear House, and fencing such fields as he
should take into his own possession, and obliged
himself to give an allowance for such repairs as
should be made in the house of Fetternear, and
in the office-houses; also that he should take
down such parts as could not be repaired, and
use the materials for other building, and that no
additional rent was to be charged for the privilege
of cutting timber; and, in the event of limestone
being found on the estate, he, David Orme, was
to pay at the rate of a penny a boll for what he
should dispose of after serving his own tenants ;
that, having been at considerable expense in re-
pairing Fetternear House, he thought it would be
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a hardship if the succeeding heirs were to turn
him out of possession of it and the surrounding
enclosures ; therefore he prevailed on Peter Leslie
Grant to restrict the power of recovering posses-
sion of it to himself and the heirs-male of his
body; and, in consideration of the extensive re-
pairs done at Fetternear House, and for a grassum
of £55, to grant to him, his heirs and assigns, a
lease of the manor and house of Fetternear, with
the avenues, gardens, enclosures, office-houses,
and Mains, for four times nineteen years from
Whitsunday 1773 ; and further, another lease for
nineteen years, to commence on the expiry of the
former lease for four times nineteen years, for a
grassum of £25 sterling ; that Peter Leslie Grant
died in 1775, and was succeeded by Patrick
Leslie Duguid, who was not in a position to
assail the above leases and deeds, on account of
his ratification of the same, 14th September
1769.

After a lengthened process, the Lord Ordinary,
having advised the process of reduction at the
instance of John Leslie of Balquhain against
David Orme, and the counter-process of the said
David Orme; the two deeds of entail made by
Count Patrick Leslie in 1692 and 1700 ; the tacks
and other deeds under challenge ; the memorials
for both parties, and the answers thereto, pro-
nounced an interlocutor, 18th July 1788, to the
following effect, viz.—
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I. With respect to the first deed—viz. a lease of the
whole estate of Balquhain granted in 1765 by
Peter Leslie Grant in favour of David Orme, for
nineteen years—as it was renounced, the Lord
Ordinary assoilzies the defender David Orme.

II. With respect to the second lease of the whole
estate of Balquhain for four times nineteen years
from Whitsunday 1769, granted by Peter Leslie
Grant in favour of David Orme, the Lord
Ordinary finds that by a clause in the deeds of
entail, Count Patrick Leslie permitted heirs of
tailzie to grant tacks of any part of the estate,
and that under the then rental if such heirs
should think fit ; and therefore that the tack in
dispute is not liable to be challenged by the
pursuer John Leslie.

ITI. With respect to the deed of assignation, dated 29th
March 1769, whereby Peter Leslie Grant re-
served to himself the sum of £300 out of the
rental, and assigned the balance for the payment
of his debts, the Lord Ordinary finds that such
assignation cannot be effectual beyond the life-
time of Peter Leslie Grant and such of the other
heirs of tailzie as should have ratified the same ;
and as it was ratified by Patrick Leslie Duguid,
the pursuer’s father, he therefore assoilzies the
defender from the reduction of the said deed for
the period during the life of Peter Leslie Grant
and of Patrick Leslie Duguid, till 1777, but reduces
the same in so far as regards the assignation of
the said rent from and after Patrick Leslie
Duguid’s death.

IV. With respect to the ratification of the leases above-
mentioned, and the assignation of the rental
payable under the same, made by Patrick Leslie
Duguid, 14th September 1769, the Lord
Ordinary sustains the same. A
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V. With respect to the lease made by Peter Leslie

Grant, 7th September 1773, in favour of David
Orme, of the manor-place and house of Fetternear
for four times nineteen years, and the restriction
of resuming possession of the same to the said
Peter Leslie Grant, and his heirs-male, excluding
heirs of entail, the Lord -Ordinary finds that as
Peter Leslie Grant was under no limitation for
granting tacks of all or any part of the estate,
and for such rent as he thought proper, therefore
the pursuer cannot challenge the said lease as
comprehending the manor-place and mansion-
house of Fetternear, or as restricting the privi-
lege of resuming possession of the same to the
heirs-male of Peter Leslie Grant; and further
finds no evidence that Fetternear is the mansion-
house of the family, or has been occupied as such
for many years; therefore, as the entail makes
no exceptions, he repels also that reason for re-
ducing the said lease.

VI. With respect to the lease, dated 11th September

1773, whereby Peter Leslie Grant not only
ratified the former lease of the whole estate of
Balquhain in favour of David Orme for four times
nineteen “years from Whitsunday 1769, but also
grants a new lease of the same for another period
of nineteen years, to commence at the expiry of
the former lease, thus giving the lease a duration
of five times nineteen years, or ninety-five years,
from Whitsunday 1769 to Whitsunday 1864,
the Lord Ordinary sustains the said lease, and
assoilzies the defender, David Orme, from the
reduction of the same.

By this interlocutor all these ruinous leases

were

sustained, notwithstanding the act of

parliament of 1685, which declares that it shall
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not be lawful for heirs of tailzie to sell, alienate,
or dispose of, any part of their entailed lands, or
to contract debts, or do any other deed whereby
the same may be oppressed, adjudged, or evicted
from the other heirs of entail. John Leslie made
representations against the interlocutor, but they
were rejected by the Lord Ordinary. Neither
was David Orme satisfied with it, because it
reduced the deed whereby the balance of the rent
payable under the lease was assigned to him.
Therefore both John Leslie and he appealed to
the Court of Session.

In the further proceedings, John Leslie
endeavoured to show, by investigation of the
transactions and deeds, that Peter Leslie Grant
had suffered gross lesion, and that, in making the
bargains, some of the most essential circumstances
had been misrepresented or fraudulently concealed
from him, which amounted to a breach of trust.
At length, in 1781, the Court of Session pro-
nounced a decision to the effect that David
Orme’s lease should stand good for four times
nineteen years, and that the mansion-house of
Fetternear, with the manor-place, should be re-
stored to John Leslie.

By this decision, only nineteen years were
struck off from the duration of the lease, and the
unwarrantable dispositions made by Peter Leslie
Grant, contrary to the entail, were sustained.
The grounds on which the Court of Session




THE FAMILY OF LESLIE.

219

sustained a lease of such wunusual duration,
contrary to the terms of entail, appear to have
- | rested on the plea of equity. The court seems to
have considered that David Orme was entitled to
indemnification for the expenses incurred by him
in recovering the estate of Balquhain from the
Counts Leslie in Germany, and thus opening the
succession to the descendants of the daughters
of Count Patrick Leslie. But the decision is
contrary to all decisions given by the Court of
Session ever since.

When John Leslie recovered possession of the
once fine family seat and mansion-house of
Fetternear, with its once magnificent domain, he
found it in desolation, and reduced almost to a
barren waste. The fact was, that David Orme,
being aware that John Leslie was a Catholic, and
knowing how unfavourable the laws were to
Catholics, thought he was quite secure, and would
be enabled by law to keep undisturbed possession
of everything granted to him by his lease. He
carried his insolence so far, that he refused John
Leslie, or any member of his family, permission
even to enter the house of Fetternear, although
they wished to do so only as a matter of curiosity
to see it. When, therefore, he found himself
likely to be ejected, with great malice he did
everything possible to dilapidate and destroy the
place. He ordered all the woods to be cut down,
even the ornamental timber and the superb old
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avenue of trees which led up to the house in
triple rows on either hand. Some of the neigh-
bouring gentlemen and friends of the family, with | .
the view of preserving the woods from destruction,
and of saving them for the family, purchased
them, and left them standing. But David Orme
insisted that this was a breach of bargain, as the
woods were sold under condition of being cut
down. Therefore he repossessed himself of them,
and in consequence of this, the finest trees were
sold for the smallest trifle. He swept them all
away, and destroyed the fine old gardens.
Orchards, shrubberies, and walks were allowed to
go to ruin; and then he pulled down the two
side wings of the house of Fetternear, and used
the beams and timbers as firewood. Since the
death of Count Ernest Leslie, eighteenth Baron of
Balquhain, in 1739, without issue, and the
consequent disputed succession, first between Sir
James Leslie of Pitcaple and Count Charles
Cajetan Leslie in 1740, and the continued absence
of Count Anthony Leslie in Germany, then the
law-process between him and Peter Leslie Grant,
and, lastly, the alienation of the property to
David Orme, the estate of Balquhain had been
for upwards of forty years under the control and
management of lawyers and factors, who took no
interest in improvements, or in keeping up the
condition of the estate. ;
John Leslie, on obtaining possession of the
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mansion-house of Fetternear in 1781, put it
into a state of repair, and set about improving
the domain according to the newest and most
approved mode of agriculture. He had the
merit of introducing one of the finest breeds of
cattle ever seen at that period in the north of
Scotland.  They were originally of the pure
Galloway breed, and by crossing with others of
an approved description produced a breed which
was held in great esteem by the farmers in the
country. He lost no time in planting trees
about the place. He planted the Cottown and
Gallowhill parks, and extensive tracts of barren
ground, besides ornamental plantations on the
domain.

Soon after the ending of the lawsuit in 1781,
David Orme became bankrupt, and his lease of
the estate of Balquhain devolved to William
Keith, as trustee for the creditors. William Keith,
by an assignation dated 17th July 1782, and
recorded in the Register of Sasines 30th July
1786, transferred the lease to Henry Lumsden,
advocate in Aberdeen, from Whitsunday 1781,
and Henry Lumsden made Alexander Lums-
den a partner with himself in it from Whitsunday
1789. Articles of agreement were executed
between Henry and Alexander Lumsden, and
assignation was made of the lease by Henry
Lumsden, in favour of himself and the said
Alexander Lumsden, 21st December 1790, and
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recorded in the Sheriff-Court books at Aberdeen
24th December 1790.*

Several kind neighbours, knowing the untoward
position in which John Leslie was placed, came
forward and most handsomely offered their
security to him if he could succeed in buying up
the lease from the Lumsdens. This, after a
lengthened negotiation, he succeeded in doing.
Henry and Alexander Lumsden agreed to dispose
of their remaining interest in the lease from
Whitsunday 1795, on consideration of receiving
the sum of £3727 : 10s. for the lease, and £20 a-
year to Henry Lumsden for his lifetime in lieu
of his factorship. In consequence of this agree-
ment, Henry and Alexander Lumsden assigned
the lease to Charles Bannerman, advocate in
Aberdeen, agent for the trustees, 26th April
1796.+ These trustees were Miss Elizabeth
Fraser of Castle Fraser, Alexander Burnett, Esq.
of Kemnay, and Colonel Horne Dalrymple
Elphinstone of Logie, who had become security
for John Leslie until the price of the lease should
be paid up by yearly instalments.

In 1813, the whole sum, £3727:10s., the
price of the lease, being paid up, the trustees
were released, and John Leslie got the lease into
his own possession, so that he became full pro- |
prietor, and had the command of his paternal

* Balquhain Charters, No. 68.
t Ibid. No. 69.




THE FAMILY OF LESLIE.

223

inheritance. ~ With a view of providing better
for his younger children, instead of renouncing
the lease in his own favour and then destroying
it, he kept it up as a distinet right in his own
person, which could be transmitted to his heirs
and assigns whomsoever, as a separate fund from
the annual rent of £733:13 :4 payable to the
heir of entail in possession under the lease.
This arrangement proved a serious misfortune.
Having little knowledge of business, and the
management of country affairs, and being of an
easy temper, and being embarrassed by having
borrowed money te pay the price of the lease and
to maintain his family, he found himself in
difficulties. To relieve himself from these, for
inconsiderable grassums he let excellent farms at
rents far under their value, and agents lent him
money at ruinous interest on the security of the
lease. One agent actually got possession of the
lease as security for money advanced by him,
and thus matters were as bad as if the lease had
never been purchased.

John Irvine got a lease of Old Town of Bal-
qubain for four times nineteen years, or seventy-
six years, from John Leslie in 1814. Colonel
Charles Leslie, twenty-sixth Baron of Balquhain,
John Leslie’s fifth son, in 1859, purchased the
remainder of this lease, 31 years, from John
Irvine’s representatives for £2192:8 : 11,

At length John Leslie got so involved in his
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difficulties, that, 23d June 1825, he assigned the
lease and the woods of the estate of Balquhain,
valued at £6000, to his eldest son, Ernest Leslie,
and to Mr. Fraser of Strichen, Mr. Fraser of
Lovat, and John Ewing, advocate in Aberdeen,
as trustees, reserving to himself an annual sum for
his maintenance, and appointing the balance for
the payment of his debts and for providing
patrimonies for his younger children.

In 1796 the farm of Aquhorties, consisting of
nearly 800 acres, was out of lease. It was in a
miserable state, only some scattered fields here
and there being under cultivation. The other parts
were either hills covered with heath, or low
marshy lands. It happened that the venerable
Bishop Hay, Vicar-Apostolic of the Lowland
district of Scotland, at that time was anxious to
get a place where he might establish a college for
the education of young men destined for the
priesthood to serve on the Scotch mission, the
French revolution having obliged the Scotch
colleges at Paris and Douai to be closed. The
good bishop having private property of his own,
which he piously devoted to the service of the
church and the good of religion, took a lease of
the farm of Aquhorties for ninety-nine years.
He built a college, and commenced agricultural
operations. He was so successful that in the
course of a few years the face of the barren
country was completely changed. The whole
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farm was regularly laid out in fields and enclosed
and fenced. Every acre capable of cultivation
was brought in by trenching and draining, and
the remainder was planted so as to be ornamental
and useful. Aquhorties remained the only
Catholic college in Scotland till 1829, when the
college was transferred to Blairs in Kincardine-
shire. ~In 1844, the representatives of Bishop
Hay renounced the lease of Aquhorties on
condition of receiving an annual sum during the
currency of the lease.

John Leslie married, at Terregles Castle in
Dumfriesshire, 14th November 1774, Violet
Dalzell, daughter of John Dalzell, Esq. of
Barncrosh (grandson of Sir Robert Dalzell, Bart.
of Glenae, and cousin of Robert, Earl of Carnwath,
who was attainted and condemned to be beheaded
in 1715, but obtained a reprieve), by his wife, the
Honourable Harriet Gordon, only daughter of
William, sixth Viscount Kenmure, Lord Lochinvar,
who suffered for his zeal in the cause of the
Stuarts, being beheaded on Tower Hill 24th
February 1716. William, Viscount Kenmure,
had married the Honourable Lady Mary Dalzell,
sister of Robert, Earl of Carnwath, so that Violet
Dalzell’s father and mother were cousins. She
was a lady possessing great beauty and personal
charms, adorned with every virtue, and of grace-
ful and pleasing manners. By her John Leslie
had issue—
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I. ErNEsTt LeoroLD PATRICK, who succeeded him as

twenty-third Baron of Balquhain.

II. JorN, born at Tullos 1st May 1780. He was sent

with his elder brother, Ernest, to the Scotch college
at Ratisbon in Bavaria, in 1789, when he was only
nine years of age. In 1795 he returned to Scotland,
and, as he intended to enter the Austrian service, he
prepared himself for the military profession by
studying mathematics and the art of fortification.
He left Fetternear 4th October 1797, and sailed from
Leith 13th October for the Continent, and proceeded
to Vienna. In a letter to his mother, dated 4th
December 1797, he stated that he had been kindly
received by Major-general Worensdorff, of the Polish
Guards, also by Prince Lobkowitz, to whose regi-
ment of Light Dragoons he had been appointed, and
that he was about to proceed to Italy, to join his
regiment, which was then serving in that country ;
and that he proposed to call on Count Leslie as he
passed through Gratz in Styria, on his way to Ifaly,
because the English ambassador at Vienna had told
him that Madame Buchenberg, wife of Count Lilsen,
colonel of the regiment in which his brother Ernest
was serving, had mentioned to the ambassador that
Count Leslie had said that he wished to see some
member of the family. By another letter from him,
dated at Padua, 1st February 1798, we learn that he
left Vienna 12th January of that year, and had
called upon Count Leslie in Gratz, and that he had
joined Prince Lobkowitz’s Light Cavalry regiment as
a cadet. He likewise mentions that his brother
Ernest was then with his corps in Bohemia. In
another letter, dated 18th February 1798, he says
that his uniform was white with blue facings, and
that he was learning his exercises. In a letter
written to his father, dated in camp under the Alps
at Venola, three miles behind Genoa, 22d December
1798, he states that he had been wounded in the leg
on the 17th October, but that he did not go to the
hospital at Lodi, as he had soon got well again, and |
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had since been in several engagements. The greatest
battle, he says, was at Genola, 4th December 1798.
He was at the siege of Alexandria, July 1799. By a
letter, dated near Tortona, 29th July 1799, he informs
his friends that he had been engaged on the 19th,
20th, and 22d June at the battles which took place
at the castle of St. Giovanni. He was promoted to the
rank of first lieutenant; and attached to the staff of
Marshal Suwarroff as an orderly officer. He was
present at the battle of Novi, 15th August 1799 ; at
the siege of Genoa, in April 1800 ; at the battle of
Marengo, 14th June 1800 ; at the battle of the
Mincio, 25th December 1800. He afterwards re-
turned to Scotland, and attended the funeral of his
brother-in-law, Alexander Fraser of Strichen, in 1803,
He took a passage in a foreign vessel then lying at
Aberdeen, and about to sail for Dantzig, he having
the intention of rejoining his regiment then in Poland.
The vessel sailed from Aberdeen 3d December 1803,
and was never afterwards heard of. Itwas supposed that
she foundered at sea, and that all on board perished.

IIT. Josepa EMMANUEL LESLIE, born 5th October 1781,
and died 21st December 1784.

IV. James MicHARL, born 25th April 1784. He suc-
ceeded his nephew Count John Leslie as twenty-fifth
Baron of Balquhain in 1844.

V. CHARLES, born 24th April 1785. He succeeded his
brother, James Michael Leslie, as twenty-sixth
Baron of Balquhain in 1849.

VI. AntHONY, born 30th November 1787. He entered
the British army in 1808, and served in North
America with the 8th Regiment. He got a
lieutenancy in the Glengary Rifle Corps, and was
present at all the engagements in which that
distinguished corps signalised itself during the war
in Canada, from 1812 to 1814. He settled in
Canada, where he remained for many years, and then
returned to England and took up his residence in
London, where he still lives. He married, in
January 1840, Ann Monagan, but has no issue.
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VII. EpwarDp, born 30th September 1792. He was an
Ensign in the German Legion. He died of a decline
at Fetternear, 20th May 1813.

VIIL. Louis XAVIER, born 14th October 1793. Twin
brother of Francis Robert. He entered the British
army, in which he attained the rank of major. He
served in Canada in 1813, during the war; in
France, after the battle of Waterloo ; at the Cape of
Good Hope, during the Caffre war, where he was
much engaged with his regiment, the 72d High-
landers, He resides at Tillydrone, Old Aberdeen.

IX. Francis RoBERT, born 14th October 1793. Twin
brother of Louis Xavier. He entered the British
army, and served in the German Legion. He joined
the army in Spain under the Duke of Wellington, and
was present at the battle of the Pyrenees, and
during the operations in the south of France in 1814.
He was at the siege of Bayonne, the battle of
Toulouse, and the battle of Waterloo. He was one
of the officers who took possession of the Bariere de
IEtoile at Paris in 1815, He died at Leslie Lodge,
17th July 1831.

X. AMELIA, born at Kingswells 24th April 1777 ;
married in 1801 to Alexander Fraser, Esq. of
Strichen, by whom she had a son, Thomas Alexander,
Lord Lovat. She died 27th August 1860.

XI. HARRIET ANN, born at Tullos 24th November 1778,
She died unmarried at Fetternear 6th June 1805,
and was buried in the old chapel there.

XII. TeresA Frances, born 27th March 1783. She died
unmarried at Fetternear, of a decline, 31st May
1801.

XIII. HELEN, born at Fetternear 17th May 1786. She
died unmarried at Edinburgh of a decline, 20th
December 1811, and was buried in the Canongate
church.

XIV. VioLer WINEFRED, born at Fetternear 18th April
1789. She is unmarried, and resides in Aberdeen.
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XV. MARGARET CATHERINE, born 5th June 1790. She
died unmarried, of a decline, at Leslie Lodge, 4th
September 1830, and was buried in the old chapel at
Fetternear.

John Leslie, twenty-second Baron of Balquhain,
died 27th February 1828, aged seventy-seven, and
was succeeded by his eldest son Ernest, Count Les-
lie, twenty-third Baron of Balquhain. After the
death of her husband, Mrs. Violet Leslie went to
live at Leslie Lodge, or Aquhorties, where she died,
23d September 1836, in the eighty-eighth year of
her age. This venerable lady was upwards of
sixty years resident on the estate of Balquhain,
beloved and respected by all classes in the
country. She retained all her faculties to the
last; and as she possessed a peculiarly retentive
memory, her conversation was most interesting
and entertaining, especially when she related
stories of 1715 and 1745, which she had heard
from her relations and friends, many of whom had
suffered in the Stuart cause. She used to tell
how she and her sisters dressed themselves up in
the cloak and gown of the brave Countess of
Nithsdale, in which her husband, the Earl,
effected his escape from the Tower of London—
the relics being preserved in the Castle of
Terregles, of which her father had a lease from
the Nithsdale family. She used also to tell how,
when she was at school at the convent at York,
the head of her grandfather, Lord Kenmure, still
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remained on the Michaelgate Bar, and when it
was taken down by order of the government, all
the people congratulated her.

ERNEST, COUNT LESLIE,
TWENTY-THIRD BARON OF BALQUHAIN.

ErnEsrt, eldest son of John Leslie, twenty-second
Baron of Balquhain, by his wife Vieolet Dalzell,
succeeded as twenty-third Baron of Balquhain,
on the death of his father, 27th February 1828.
Ernest Leslie was born at Terregles Castle 28th
November 1775. In 1788 he was sent, with his
brother John, to the Scotch college at Ratishon
for his education. Having finished his studies
there, he determined to make the army his pro-
fession. Being precluded at that period by his
religion from entering the British army, he re-
solved to enter the Austrian service. He did
this the more willingly, as several members of
the family had risen to great distinction in
that service. In 1795, when he was twenty
years of age, he joined La Tour’s Dragoons as a
cadet. In the following year he served at the
siege of Kehle, and was promoted to the rank of
lieutenant. In 1798 he served with his regiment
in Bohemia, as appears by a letter written to his
mother by his brother John, dated at Padua, 1st
February 1798. In April 1799 he returned to
Scotland to visit his friends. He left Fetternear,
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23d September 1799, for Edinburgh, but not
finding a vessel there, he returned to Aberdeen,
and sailed from thence to Hamburg, 3d October
1799, and reached that city on the 7th after a
stormy passage of four days. On the 27th he
was at Nuremberg, and in November he was in
Augsburg. He was appointed to Hohenloe’s
Dragoons, and was present at the battle of Hohen-
linden, fought 3d December 1800. In 1803 he
was at Horodenka, as appears by a letter written
to him by his agent at Vienna, 10th February
1803, informing him that he had 335 florins to
be forwarded to him. In 1803 he again returned
to Scotland. He arrived at Aberdeen in a ship
from Dantzig. His brother Charles went aboard
to meet him, and next day he went out to Fetter-
near, where he met his brother John for the first
time since they had left the college at Ratisbon.
He was present at a dinner given on the occasion
of his nephew, Thomas Alexander Fraser of
Strichen, now Lord Lovat, being served heir to
his father. He returned to Germany, and was
employed in partisan service. ~When General
Mack surrendered with the Austrian army at
Ulm, Lieutenant Leslie had the good fortune to
give timely notice of the disaster to Prince Ferdi-
nand of Austria, who was marching with an army
to join General Mack, and thus a portion of the
Austrian army was saved. Afterwards Licutenant
Leslie was made a captain in Prince Ferdinand’s
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Hussars. In 1806 he got a troop in Mehrfeldt’s
Hulans or Lancers. In 1809 he was appointed
to a squadron in Prince Ferdinand’s Hussars.
He was present at the battles of Eckmuhl and
Ratisbon in April 1809, and at Aspen, Eslang,
and Wagram, in June 1809. In 1811, he was in
Upper Hungary.

‘When the Emperor Napoleon compelled Austria
to join him, and to declare against England, and
commenced his campaign against Russia, Ernest
Leslie, not wishing to serve in the army of a
power which was then acting against his country,
obtained leave of absence. He returned to Scot-
land with his wife, the Baroness Fanny Stillfried,
whom he had just married. So strictly were
Napoleon’s decrees of blockade of the ports of
Europe against England observed, that he had
considerable difficulty in leaving the Continent.
He was obliged to travel under an assumed name,
and at last he reached Denmark, from whence he
succeeded in embarking for Scotland. In 1813
he again left Scotland, and went to Prague,
where he left his wife and joined his regiment.
Soon afterwards he was promoted to a majority
in Mehrfeldt’'s Hulans, and was present at the
battle of Dresden, 17th August 1813. He was
wounded on the following day, and was taken
prisoner and sent to France. In passing through
Verdun he received assistance from Captain Pat-
tison of the 29th British regiment. He was
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released at the peace of Paris in May 1814, when
he returned to Prague. In 1816 he again visited
Scotland, and on the 31st May 1817 he was
again at Prague in Bohemia. Soon afterwards
he went to Brussels, where his wife’s aunt, the
Baroness de Mirwart, lived. At her death she
left him her house and plate and some lands in
the Ardennes, which, being wooded and wild, he
sold far under their value to Mr. Cockerel, who
found coal there, and made a large fortune. In
1825 Ernest Leslie again visited Fetternear. In
1831 he took up his residence there. In 1834
he went to live at Frankfort.

Ernest Leslie assumed the title of Count, which
had been so long borne by the German branch of
the family, and the title was allowed him by the
Austrian government, who addressed him in all
official and military documents as Count KErnest
Leslie ; and as such he appears in the Almanach
de Qotha, among the Counts of the Holy Roman
Empire. ‘

Count Ernest Leslie married, 22d January 1812,
at Cassorie, in Upper Hungary, the Baroness
Fanny Stillfried, daughter of Emmanuel, Baron
Stillfried, Chamberlain of the Emperor and
Knight of Malta, by his wife Teresa, Baroness
Steinbach. She was born at Horn in Austria
20th November 1794 —her father, then in the
army, being stationed there. By her Count
Ernest Leslie had issue—
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I. Joen Epwarp, who succeeded him as twenty-fourth
Baron of Balquhain.

II. Aveusra, born 30th May 1815, at Prague, and died
there 2d April 1839.

III. Mary, born 17th January 1817, at Aberdeen. She
married, 21st October 1839, Edward, Baron Stillfried,
her cousin, then aide-de-camp to General Baron Staner.
She has one daughter, Francisca.

Count Ernest Leslie, twenty-third Baron of
Balquhain, died at Frankfort 15th March 1836,
and was buried there with military honours.
Afterwards his body was brought to Scotland,
and was buried in the old chapel at Fetternear,
19th September 1837. He was succeeded by his
son John Edward, Count Leslie, twenty-fourth
Baron of Balquhain.

JOHN EDWARD, COUNT LESLIE,

TWENTY-FOURTH BARON OF BALQUHAIN.

JoHN Epwarp LESLIE, born at Brussels 22d
June 1820, son of Ernest, Count Leslie, twenty-
third Baron of Balquhain, by his wife the Baroness
Fanny Stillfried, succeeded as twenty-fourth
Baron of Balquhain, on the death of his father,
15th March 1836.

Count John Edward Leslie was sent to the
Catholic college of Oscot, near Birmingham, for
his education, in 1828. In 1834 he left college,
and was sent to Wiesbaden to finish his education
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when his parents went to live at Frankfort.
After the death of his father in 1836, he entered
the Austrian service as a cadet. In the Austrian
Army-list for 1843, we find Herr Graff John
Edward Leslie, as a lieutenant in the 9th Regi-
ment of Hussars, of which Nicholas, Emperor of
Russia, was colonel.

Count John Edward Leslie became of age 22d
June 1841. He returned to Scotland in July of
that year to take possession of his estates; on
which occasion the tenantry, to testify their re-
spect for their landlord, entertained him at dinner
at the old castle of Balquhain, when his cousin
Lord Lovat and all the neighbouring gentry
joined the tenants in welcoming the young Count.
In October 1841 Count Leslie was present at the
Inverness meeting. In the following winter he
went abroad and travelled in Belgium, France,
and Italy, and visited Rome. In 1842 he re-
turned to Scotland, and was present at the Aber-
deen steeple-chases, and at the Inverness meeting
and races of that year. In the winter he went to
live at Manheim, in the Grand Duchy of Baden,
| where he became acquainted with Mr. Greville,
then visiting the Grand-Duchess Stephanie of
Baden, and he proposed to marry Mr. Greville's
daughter, who was companion to the Princess
Mary Amelia of Baden, who married the Duke
of Hamilton. But the intended marriage was
broken off.
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In 1843 Count Leslie returned to Secotland,
and was present at the races and ball held at
Aberdeen 30th March, and at the steeple-chases
and fancy ball held there during the following
winter; and also at the Aberdeen races, 24th
May 1844.

Count John Edward Leslie went out to shoot
grouse on the hill of Bennachie, with his friend
Mr. Gordon of Nethermuir, 12th August 1844.
When he was overheated he drank a glass of
cold water from one of the springs on the hill.
Inflammation ensued, and he died in consequence,
19th August 1844. He was succeeded by his
uncle James Michael Leslie, twenty-fifth Baron
of Balquhain.

The following lines by William Thom, the In-
verurie poet, were written on the death of John
Edward, Count Leslie, and were published in the
second edition of Thom’s Poems, p. 67 :—

LINES OCCASIONED BY THE SUDDEN DEATH OF
CouNT JoHN LESLIE OF BALQUHAIN AND FETTERNEAR,
AvagusT 1844.

Beloved by all—cut off in the dawn of manhood—rhe was borne to
the grave by a weeping tenantry.

OH why ? but God alone knows why—
Do churls cling aye to earth,
While the brave, and the just, and the generous die—
The hour that owns their worth ?
Alas! and woe! so sad, so true,
The blink that’s brightest, briefest too.
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"Twas a dolefu’ dawn yon morning saw

On the turrets of brown Balquhain,

When the Leslie lay on red Harlaw,

‘Wi his six good sons a’ slain ;
But nane less leal the sigh and the tear,
And the waesome hearts round Fetternear.

Don’s waters deftly wandered on

Sae wantonly and sae clear,

And dazzling danced beneath the sun

That gleamed o'er Fetternear ;
While the lov'd of the land is bounding away,
Like his own bold stream, to the risen day.

O bid him bide, ye birdies that sing,
Or bid him nae fend sae fast ;
Haud back your tears, ye witchfu’ spring,
Whase waters weird his last : ¥
But away and away, he bodes a bier,
For the woods look fay round Fetternear.

We lend no lay to living man,

Nor sing for fee or fear ;

Our cheek, though pale, yet never faun’

The stain of a mimic tear :
In trutk we mourn the bud that sprung,
Unblossom’d, blighted, fair, and young.

JAMES MICHAEL LESLIE,

TWENTY-FIFTH BARON OF BALQUHAIN.

James MicHAEL LESLIE, born at Fetternear 25th
April 1784, fourth son of John Leslie, twenty-

* Alluding to the spring, the water of which Count Leslie

drank while overbeated, and which caused his death.
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 CoroNEL CHARLES LESLIE, K. H., fifth son of John
Leslie, twenty-second Baron of Balquhain, by his

sixth
Baron of
Balgukhain.

second Baron of Balquhain, by Violet Dalzell his
wife, succeeded his nephew, John Edward, Count
Leslie, twenty-fourth Baron of Balquhain, as
twenty-fifth Baron, 19th August 1844.

James Michael Leslie went to the grammar-
school in Aberdeen for his education in 1796.
On finishing his education he was sent to Liver-
pool, where he entered a West India mercantile
house ; but, having no turn for mercantile pur-
suits, he went to Jamaica—then the most flourish-
ing of the British colonies—where he acquired
some property. On his accession to the estate of
Balquhain, he returned to Scotland to take pos-
session in 1845. He roofed the remains of the
old chapel at Fetternear, which was used as the
family burial-vault, and adjoining to it he built a
new chapel.

James Michael Leslie was a magistrate and
deputy-licutenant of Aberdeenshire. He never
married. He died at Fetternear 2d January 1849,
and was succeeded by his brother Colonel Charles

' Leslie, K.H., twenty-sixth Baron of Balquhain.

COLONEL CHARLES LESLIE, K.H,

TWENTY-SIXTH BARON OF BALQUHAIN.

wife Violet Dalzell, succeeded his brother James
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Michael Leslie as twenty-sixth Baron of Balquhain,
2d January 1849.

Charles Leslie was sent to the grammar-school
in Aberdeen for his education, and there he was
a fellow-student with Lord Byron. He entered
the army, and served with the 29th Regiment in
the Peninsula, under the Duke of Wellington ;
and was present at the battles of Roleca, Vimiera,
Oporto, Talavera, Albuera, the siege of Badajos,
the Lines of Torres Vedras, Redenha, besides
various other affairs and skirmishes, for which he
received the Peninsular war-medal and four clasps.
He was severely wounded at the battle of Tala-
vera, and he has still the musket-ball in his right
leg.

Colonel Charles Leslie is a Knight of the Royal
Hanoverian Guelphic Order, a Colonel in the
army, late of the Grenadier Guards, and a deputy-
lieutenant and magistrate in Derbyshire and
Aberdeenshire. - |

Colonel Leslie married, first, 24th November
1826, Mary Holloway, daughter of Major-General
Sir Charles Holloway. By her, who died 3d
October 1832, he had issue—

I. JorN CHARLES, born 3d September 1827, at London, and
died on the same day.

II. CHARLES STEPHEN, born at Omagh in Ireland 28th April
1832. He married, in 1853, Jane, daughter of John
Rounding, Esq., by whom be has issue—

I. VioLEr WINEFRED, born 25th August 1856.
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stein said that battles enough had been fought
already, and that it was time to try another
method. He resolved, therefore, to subdue by
famine those whom he could not subdue by arms,
and with great judgment took up a position about
five miles to the south-west of Niirnberg, so as very
much to narrow and nearly block up the channels
through which Gustavus received his supplies.*

We find in Grant’s Memoirs and Adventures
of Sur John Hepburn, who served in the Swedish
army under Gustavus Adolphus, that on the 28th
July 1632, Gustavus Adolphus, having received
powerful reinforcements, and provisions becoming
scarce in the camp and city, “marched one
thousand musketeers and eight hundred horse to
Bergtheim, to cover an attack that Colonel
MDougal (whose nom de guerre was Dewbattel)
was about to make on an Imperial magazine.
These fell suddenly on the forces of Sparre, a
sergeant-major di battaglin, whom Wallenstein
had ordered to drive back M‘Dougal. Sparre led
his own regiment of musketeers, four troops of
Gonzaga’s horse, and four of Coloredo’s, with
twenty squadrons of Croatians, and a thousand
Scottish and Irish musketeers, led by Colonel
Gordon and Major Lesly, two Scottish officers
who served the Emperor.

“Among the rough and rocky ground, three

* Mitchell’s Life of Wallenstein, p. 254.
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miles from Altenburg, a long and desperate but
desultory conflict ensued between these forces
and those of Gustavus, which were ultimately
successful. Each after the other the Imperial
regiments were swept away in succession, and the
one thousand musketeers of Gordon and Lesly
alone stood firm, maintaining their posts behind
every tree, rock, and wall, with the most steady
gallantry. Gustavus frequently applauded their
valour, and declared that if these were Scots and
fell into his hands as prisoners, he would release
them unransomed : adding that, if all the Im-
perialists had fought as well, he must have lost
the field that day.

“Long and resolutely these brave Scots and
Irish fought side by side, and from the cover of a
thick wood kept the Swedish troops in check
until the mass of their less gallant comrades, the
Germans, had effected a safe retreat; but on the
flight of Gonzaga (whom, although the nephew
of the Empress, Wallenstein tried by a court-
martial), being left single-handed, Sparre, Colonel
Gordon, and Major Lesly, were taken prisoners,
and brought to the Swedish camp. Having on a
former occasion violated his parole of honour, the
first officer remained a prisoner; but three days
after, Gordon and Lesly were released by the
Swedish conqueror, who complimented them on
their valour and spirit. Hepburn, Munro, and
other Scottish officers, would not allow them to
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return for five weeks, during which time they
had to visit and make merry with them all in
succession, and were not permitted to bid adieu
to Niirnberg until Gustavus was preparing to
attack the Imperialists.

“They returned to the camp of Wallenstein ;
and these were the two Scottish officers who, on
the treachery of that great noble being discovered,
so boldly slew him in the now ruined castle of
Eger in Bohemia.

“Colonel Gordon was a presbyterian, yet he
was created a Marquis of the Empire, Colonel-
General of the Imperial Army, and bearer of the
gold key as High Chamberlain to the Emperor.

“ Major Walter Lesly was the youngest son of
Lesly of Balquhain in the Garioch: he was
captain of the body-guards and colonel of a regi-
ment. By the Emperor Ferdinand IIL. he was
created Count Lesly, and Lord of Neustadt in
Bohemia, an estate worth two hundred thousand
florins. He became a Field-Marshal, Governor
of Sclavonia, and Knight ‘of the Golden Fleece,—
an order which he received from Leopold L before
his departure as ambassador to Constantinople.”*

Walter Leslie served with great reputation
under Wallenstein during all his splendid exploits.

¥ Memoirs and Adventures of Sir Jokn 'Hepburn, Knight,
Governor of Munich, Marshal of France under Lowis XIIL, and
Commander of the Scots Brigade under Gustavus Adolphus, by
James Grant, pp. 188-190.
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He was one of the captains of his guards, and
was very much in his confidence. But when
Wallenstein’s ambitious views and his treasonable
design of betraying the Emperor and the Im-
perial army to the enemy, as discovered by his
letters to the Swedes, became known, and
appeared to be fully confirmed by the movement
to Eger, towards the enemy, Walter Leslie found
that he was called to choose between treason and
duty—between a legitimate sovereign and a
fugitive rebel; and although Wallenstein had
been his benefactor, yet he felt that his choice
could not be doubtful, and that he was bound to
lend his aid to frustrate the traitor’s designs, and
to secure him as a prisoner.

On arriving at Eger in the suite of the Duke,
Walter Leslie revealed the designs of Wallen-
stein to Colonel Gordon, a Scotchman, who was
commandant of the town, and to Colonel Butler,
who commanded- a regiment of dragoons, and who
had also come to Eger with the Duke. They re-
solved on the bold step of taking Wallenstein
prisoner, and delivering him up alive to the
Emperor. However, when Wallenstein imparted
to them his resolution of delivering Eger and the
passes of the kingdom into the hands of the
enemy, the Palatine of Birkenfield, and told them
that he expected the immediate approach of Duke
Bernard of Weimar, they altered their plan. The
urgency of the case admitted no delay, as Eger

CHAP. II.

Walter,
First Count
Leslie.




246

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF

CHAP. II.

Walter,
First Count
Leslie.

might be in the hands of the enemy at any moment.
To prevent such a misfortune, they resolved to put
Wallenstein’s chief associates to death.

In execution of this design, Colonel Gordon,
the commandant, and Colonel Butler, invited
Wallenstein and his friends, Counts Illo, Terezka,
and Kinsky, and Rittmeister Naumann, to an enter-
tainment to be given in the citadel the next
evening. They all came except Wallenstein, who
was too agitated to enjoy company, and who
seldom joined such convivial parties. The guests
were in high spirits at the thought of being
beyond the reach of their enemies, meaning the
Emperor’s faithful generals. But after the dessert
was placed, parties of dragoons, who had been
placed in rooms at opposite ends of the saloon,
rushed in with drawn sabres, shouting, “Viva!
viva! la Casa di Austria! Werist gut Kaiserlich !”
Butler, Gordon, and Leslie immediately sprang
up, and called out, “ Vivat Ferdinandus!” - The
unfortunate guests, surprised and thunderstruck,
said nothing, and the dragoons immediately
attacked them and cut them down.

Walter Leslie hastened to the town below to
prevent tumult. He declared to the different
guards the whole circumstances of Wallenstein’s
conspiracy, and the means which were already
taken to frustrate it by the fall of the four officers.
He exacted from the troops an oath to be faithful
to the Emperor, and admitted into the town one
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hundred dragoons, to whom he gave orders to patrol
and maintain tranquillity. A detachment was sent
to surround Wallenstein’s residence, to prevent him
from escaping or receiving assistance, it still being
the intention to secure him alive as a prisoner.

However, after the tragedy in the citadel, a
council was held to consider what was to be done.
Colonel Gordon raised a feeble voice in the cause
of humanity, to save the life of Wallenstein.
But his scruples were overruled by Butler, who
represented the near approach of the Swedes and
Saxons, and urged that the only chance of the
final success of the Emperor’s cause lay in the
immediate death of the Duke. Towards midnight,
Colonel Butler, taking with him Captain Devereux
and six Hollanders, went to Wallenstein’s quarters,
as if to call on him. The guards allowed him to
enter, and while Butler remained below, Captain
Devereux and his party burst into the chambers
of the Duke, who, alarmed by the noise, was
standing half-dressed at a window. Seeing their
design of taking his life, he threw his arms wide
open, and received the deadly thrusts in his
breast, and fell down dead without a groan, 25th
February 1634.

Walter Leslie was despatched to Vienna to con-
vey to the Emperor the important intelligence of
Wallenstein’s death and the defeat of his con-
spiracy. For his fidelity on this occasion the
Emperor Ferdinand II. made him captain .of
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his body-guard, the colonel of a regiment, and
governor of a garrison ; and also bestowed on him
other testimonies of imperial favour. Ferdinand
II1., who succeeded his father as Emperor in 1637,
also held Walter Leslie in great esteem, and pre-
sented him with the lordship of Neustadt in
Bohemia, valued at 200,000 florins ; created him
a Count of the Holy Roman Empire, Lord of
Neustadt and Pittau, by a patent dated 15th
March 1637 ; made him Imperial Chamberlain,
Privy Councillor, Lieutenant and Governor of
Verusden, and Warden of the borders or confines
of Sclavonia and Petrinia, and a Field-Marshal of
the Imperial army. The Emperor Leopold L
created him a Knight of the Golden Fleece.
Walter Count Leslie’s patent of the dignity of
Count of the Holy Roman Empire was granted to
him and his two brothers, William and Alexander, |
and their heirs, that, in case he died without issue,
they might succeed him in his titles and estates.
Being possessed of great wealth, Count Walter
Leslie frequently remitted sums of money to his

| brother Count Alexander Leslie, fourteenth Baron

of Balquhain, and his nephew Count Patrick
Leslie, fifteenth Baron, and enabled them to re-
trieve their estates, then very much embarrassed
by the extravagance of former possessors.

After the victory gained by the Imperial
General Montecuculi against the Turks at St.
Gotthard, on the banks of the Raab, 1st August
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1664, Count Walter Leslie was sent as Imperial
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
by the Emperor Leopold I. to the Sublime Porte,
for the purpose of adjusting the terms of a lasting
peace. Count Leslie arranged everything relating
to the embassy on the most magnificent scale.
His retinue was the most splendid which ever
went from Europe to Constantinople, and amongst
those who accompanied him was Lord Henry
Howard, afterwards fifth Earl of Arundel. They
proceeded in great state down the Danube in gay
barges to Presburg and Buda, and arrived at
Belgrade, from whence they proceeded in state-
coaches by easy journeys through Samandria,
Nissa, Philippopolis, to Adrianople. Two hun-
dred waggons were employed to convey the
baggage. The entrance into Constantinople bore
all the characteristics of a triumphal march.
Indeed, so superb was his brilliant cortége, that
the Grand Signor himself, who beheld from a
window the entry into the seraglio, where he re-
ceived them, and granted the Count an audience,
was heard to say that in all his life he never saw
so splendid a show, as is related in Monsieur
Riceati’s preface to his book on Turkish fashions,
where he speaks of Count Leslie in terms of high
commendation. !
An account of this embassy was published at
Vienna, in 1672, by the Rev. Father Paul Taf-
ferner, a Jesuit, who had been chaplain to Count
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Walter Leslie. In this work, dedicated to Count
Walter’s nephew and successor, James, second
Count Leslie, Walter Leslie is styled Count of
the Holy Roman Empire, Imperial Legate to the
Ottoman Porte, Lord of Pittau and Neustadt on
the Moldau, Imperial Privy Councillor, Member
of the Aulic Council, Field-Marshal, and General
of the Marches of Sclavonia and Petrinia. An
account of the embassy was also written by John
Burbury, in his “ Relation of a Journey of the
Right Honourable Lord Henry Howard, and his
brother the Honourable Edward Howard, from
London to Vienna, and thence to Constantinople,
in the suite of his Excellency Count Leslie, Knight
of the Golden Fleece, Councillor of State to his
Imperial Majesty, Ambassador-Extraordinary from
Leopold, Emperor of Germany, to the Grand
Signor Sultan Mahomet Hau the Fourth. By
John Burbury. Printed in London, 1671.”
Count Walter Leslie married, in 1640, the
Princess Anne Francisca de Dietrichstein, daughter
of Maximilian, Prince de Dietrichstein, Prime
Minister and Grand-Chamberlain to the Emperor ;
with her he received considerable possessions.
Having no issue, he entailed his estates on his
nephew, Count James, eldest son of his brother,
Count Alexander Leslie, fourteenth Baron of Bal-
quhain, and his heirs-male; whom failing, on
Patrick Leslie, younger son of the said Count
Alexander Leslie, and his heirs-male ; failing
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whom, on the heirs-male of his father-in-law, Maxi-
milian, Prince Dietrichstein ; failing whom, on the
heirs-female of the said James and Patrick Leslie,
his nephews, when the entail was to be exhausted.

Walter, Count Leslie, died at Vienna 4th
March 1667, aged sixty-one years, and was buried
with great pomp in the Leslie chapel in the
Scotch Benedictine Abbey there. He was suc-
ceeded by his nephew James, second Count Leslie.

JAMES,

SECOND COUNT LESLIE.

JamEes, Count Leslie, eldest son of Alexander,
Count Leslie, fourteenth Baron of Balquhain, by
his wife Jean Elphinstone of Glack, succeeded as
second Count Leslie in Germany on the death of
his uncle Walter, Count Leslie, 4th March 1667.
When but a youth, he was called over to
Germany by his uncle Count Walter Leslie, in
1655. Count Walter, having no children, adopted
him as his heir, and gave him a finished education,
to complete which he sent him to travel through
Germany, Poland, France, Spain, and Italy.
When his education was completed, he entered
the Austrian service, in which he greatly dis-
tinguished himself, and gained the highest honours.
He was much esteemed by the Emperor Leopold,
who appointed him one of the gentlemen of the
Imperial bed-chamber in 1660, and, in the same
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year, gave him the gold key as Chamberlain.
We find by the Austrian Army-list that Major
Gteneral Count James Leslie was colonel or pro-
prietor of the Galizisches Infantry Regiment, No.
24, from 1665 to 1675, during which period it
was called Leslie’s Regiment, after his name.
Count James Leslie was afterwards raised to the
rank of Field-Marshal, and in the Austrian Army-
list it is stated that Field-Marshal Count James
Leslie in 1675 raised the Bohemian Infantry
Regiment, No. 36, and remained colonel of it till
his death in 1694, when Prince Philip Erasmus
de Lichtenstein got the regiment.

Count James Leslie held a distinguished com-
mand under the generalissimo of the Imperial
forces, the Duke of Lorraine, during the famous
siege of Vienna by the Turks under Kara Mus-
tapha, when the siege was raised and the city
delivered by John Sobieski, King of Poland.
The Turks began the siege 16th July, and were

| compelled to raise it 12th September 16883.

John Sobieski, King of Poland, passed the Danube,
8th September 1683, at Kremps, and gained the
heights of Calemberg on the right bank of the
river above Vienna. On the 11th September he
moved down to prepare to attack the enemy, and
on arriving in the evening at the plain at the foot
of Camaldoli, he ordered Count Leslie to take post
with his troops at the opening of a wood which
extended to Vienna, and to erect a battery to
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secure the pass. Count Leslie’s gallantry was
most conspicuous on this occasion. The city
being in great distress on account of the want of
men and provisions, he seized a favourable oppor-
tunity and broke through the Turkish army, and
threw a large force and supplies into the city,
and thus afforded a most seasonable reinforcement
and relief, which greatly contributed to the success
of the Imperialists. In the battle which took
place the following day, 12th September 1683,
the Turks were completely defeated and were
obliged to raise the siege. The banner of Mo-
hammed was taken and sent to the Pope as a
trophy, and Count Leslie received much valuable
spoil ; amongst others were cloths of gold and
silver brocade, which were made into church
vestments and sent to Fetternear, where they are
still preserved ; and also jewelled arms, which were
also sent to Fetternear, and remain there. These
church vestments and jewelled Turkish arms, and
the portraits of Counts Walter and James Leslie,
also preserved at Fetternear, were exhibited during
the meeting of the British Association held in
Aberdeen in 1859, and were especially noticed by
the late Prince-Consort.

In 1685 Count James Leslie was sent to act
on the Drave, having a body of Croats under’ his
command. He stormed and took Verovilaze, and
having defeated the Turkish army, he drove the
enemy out of Essick, and took possession of the
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town. But the castle or citadel holding out, and
he being pressed for time, he blew up the Turkish
magazines, plundercd the town, burned the famous
bridge, and recovered great part of Hungary.
Essick is a large and populous city in eastern
Sclavonia. It lies very low, and the streets are
planked or paved with wood instead of stones.
It is a place of great commerce, being the prin-
cipal thoroughfare between Turkey and Hungary.
It is not naturally a strong place, but the Turks
bestowed great pains in fortifying it. It is re-
markable for its bridges, built of oak, one being
8565 paces long and 17 paces broad. Leading
from the city it passes over the Save, through
broad marshes, and across the river Tennes, to
the fort of Darda in Lower Hungary. Another
bridge leads from Essick over the Drave and the
marshes on each side of the river, which bridge
is five miles long, and so broad that three waggons
may go abreast. It had wooden fortified towers
every quarter of a mile. These bridges were
erected by Solyman the Magnificent, in 1521,
after he had taken Belgrade. By them the
Turkish armies were enabled to pass from Con-
stantinople into Hungary. Near this place the
unfortunate Louis, King of Hungary, was defeated
in attempting to arrest Solyman’s passage into
his kingdom. The latter bridge was the one
burned by Count Leslie, and it was again
destroyed by the Duke of Lorraine in 1687.
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Soon after this exploit, Count Leslie, suffering
much from gout and ill-health, was obliged
to relinquish his command. During his long
services he performed many glorious achieve-
ments, especially during the last two years of his
command against the Turks. Indeed, in twenty
pitched battles in which he commanded against
the Turks, he always came off victorious. Prince
Louis of Baden was bred under his orders. The
Historical Observer and Fun, published by Sir
John Lauder of Fountainhall, from 1680 to 1687,
gives the following account of the siege of Vienna,
and the war against the Turks which followed :—

“On the 2d September 1683, Vienna had been
besieged by a Turkish army, 150,000 strong, for
upwards of two months, under Cara Mustapha
Bassa, the Grand Vizier. The Turks had at one
time gotten possession of the Scotch part (so
called from a monastery there founded by Scots-
men, and whereof the foundation required Scots-
men to be abbots), standing near the river Vien,
which there falls into the Danube. But Count
Starenberg, a Swede, defended it with great
courage, until the last extremity of famine, with
bloody and diminished numbers.

“At last, the Christian army commanded by
the Duke of Lorraine, John Sobieski King of
Poland, the Electors of Bavaria and Saxony,
attacked and defeated the Ottoman forces, taking
120 cannon, many standards, all the baggage, rich
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tents, etc. The Christians sustained but small
loss, there not being above 1000 killed, and few
of them of note, except our countryman, young
Count Leslie, Alexander.

“In June and July 1684, the Imperial forces,
under the Duke of Lorraine and Count James
Leslie, defeated the Turkish forces, forcing them
to abandon Vacerse, Vuvitzie, and Pest. They
then besieged the city of Buda, the capital of
Hungary, took the lower town, and drove the
Turks into the higher town and castle.

“In the summer of 1685 it proved very fatal
to the Ottomans, because, besides the defeats they
sustained in Greece by Morofine, general of the
Republic of Venice, our valiant countryman,
James, Count Leslie, of the house of Balquhain,
defeated the Turks at the Bridge of Essick, so
that the Serasqueer Basha, by a letter closed up in
satin to the Duke of Lorraine, humbly asked for
peace.”*

Count James Leslie was several times employed
as ambassador on important missions to different
foreign courts. He was a Privy Councillor, and
was appointed Governor of Lower Austria, and |
President of the Council of War of that province.
In the Laurus Lesleana, or History of the Family
of Leslie, written by his brother, the Rev.
William Leslie, and dedicated to him, Count
James Leslie is styled  Illustrissimus et Excellen- |

* Historical Observer and Fun, pp. 106, 136, 218.
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tissimus Dominus Jacobus, Sancti Romani Imperii
Comes de Leslie, Liber Baro de Balquhane, Domi-
nus Neostadii ad Mettoviam, Pettovii, Pernegg,
ete. S. C. M. Camerarius et Consiliarius actualis
intimus, concilii Aulae bellici int. Aust. praeses,
Generalis Campi Mareschallus, Pedestris Regi-
minis Colonellus, ete.

Count James Leslie married, in 1666-7, the
Princess Maria Teresa de Lichtenstein, daughter
of Charles Eusebius, Prince de Lichtenstein and
Duke of Troppau. Their marriage was celebrated
in the most magnificent manner. The Emperor
Leopold, the Empress Margaret Teresa, and all
the principal nobility of the court, attended the
marriage out of respect to him and his uncle,
Count Walter. The expenses incurred on the
occasion were estimated at 50,000 rix-dollars,
which were defrayed by Count Walter Leslie.

But there was no issue by this marriage, and
after several years, Count Leslie, finding that
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