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PREFACE.

—,—

HirERTO the history of the Family of Leslie has
been known chiefly through the medium of the
Lawrus Lesleana, published at Gratz, in 1692,
by the Rev. William Leslie, younger son of Pat-
rick, Count Leslie, fifteenth Baron of Balquhain.
This work, thoughs compiled with great industry,
is yet not exempt from much deficiency and many
inaccuracies. It is found to be pretty correct as
far as relates to the Leslies of Balquhain and the
Counts Leslie in Germany; but with regard to
some of the generations of the original family of
Leslie, and the origin of the noble house of Rothes,
the Laurus is entirely wrong, as is proved by
authentic charters and other documents now
existing.

Crawford’s, Douglas’, and other Peerages, are
very deficient and erroneous in many particulars,
occasioned, no doubt, from the authors not having
had the advantage of access to the many valuable
public and private documents now brought to
light by the extensive research and the inquiring
spirit of modern antiquarians.

PREFACE.




PREFACE.

For the Historical Records of the Family of
Leslie now attempted, use has been carefully
made not only of those works of our various an-
tiquarian clubs, but, in addition, recourse has been
had to the valuable stores laid up, as well in the
repositories of the public records as in private
charter-rooms. By the materials thence collected
many errors contained in the Laurus Lesleana,
and in the various Peerages, have been corrected,
and many deficiencies have been supplied. Wher-
ever there has been occasion to differ from the

Lawrus Lesleana and the Peerages, the authority
for the difference has been given. ‘
Among the public works consulted, besides
the publications of the various antiquarian clubs, '
may be particularised the Registrum Magni Si- |

gilly, the Acta Dominorum Conciliz, and Robert-
son’s Index of Missing Charters. The public
repositories which have been searched are the Ad-

vocates’ Library and the General Register House,
Edinburgh. From unpublished charters many
valuable and interesting facts have been obtained.
Access has been had to private charter-rooms, |
including those of Balquhain, the Earls of Rothes,
Pitcaple, and Leith-hall, which latter family is
now in possession of the ancient barony of Leslie.
From these various sources the present Historical
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Records of the Family of Leslie have been compiled,
showing the descent of the family from 1067 to
1868. It is hoped that these records will be
found correct, as far as authentic information can
at present be obtained. Many errors and omis-
sions have been rectified and supplied. Still there
remain historical points to be ascertained, which
further research may elucidate.

The author does not profess to be a historian.
He presents this work to the public only as a col-
lection of the most authentic documents relating
to the history of the family of Leslie. He trusts
that some one more competent than himself may
be induced to write a history of the family.

The annals of great families, when divested of
fable, besides being interesting to the genecalogist
and to those parties more immediately concerned,
frequently form not unimportant contributions to
general history. Some such benefit as this may
naturally be expected from the annals of the
Leslies, who have done the state some service in
their day, both in the senate and in the field;
members of the family having been engaged in
almost all the important transactions of their
time, both at home and abroad, distinguishing
themselves as military heroes, eminent ecclesias-
tics, and renowned statesmen. Indeed, this family
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had the distinguished honour of producing a suc-
cession of great men, who, by their prudence,
valour, and learning, raised themselves to the
highest offices of honour in this and in foreign
countries. Five generals of the name of Leslie
commanded the armies of four different nations—
Scotland, Germany, Sweden, and Russia—nearly
all at the same time. Count Walter and Count
James Leslie of the Balquhain family were Field-
Marshals in the Imperial service, and commanded
the Imperial armies on several occasions. Alex-
ander Leslie, Earl of Leven, descended from the
Kininvie branch of the Balquhain family, was a
Field-Marshal in the Swedish army under Gusta-
vus Adolphus, and afterwards commanded the
forces of the Covenanters in Scotland. David |
Leslie, Lord Newark, of the Rothes family, also
served in the Swedish army under Gustavus Adol-
phus, and was appointed Lieutenant-General of
the Scottish army sent by the Parliament to assist
the English Parliament against King Charles L.
He afterwards held the same rank under King
Charles II., who created him Lord Newark. Sir
Alexander Leslie of Auchintoul, of the family of
Leslie of Crichie, a branch of the Balquhain family,
went to Russia, where, after long and great services
rendered to the Duke of Muscovy, he became a
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general, and was made Governor of Smolensko.
Besides these field-maifshals and generals, there
were many colonels and officers of inferior rank

'of the name of Leslie serving at home and |
 abroad.

The family has not been less distinguished in
more peaceable pursuits—witness John Leslie, |
Bishop of Ross, the great statesman and historian,
and the devoted adherent of the unfortunate Mary |
Queen of Scots ; John, Duke of Rothes, statesman |
and ambassador in the reign of King Charles II.;
William Leslie, son of William Leslie, fifth Laird |
of Warthill, who went to Germany and became
Prince Bishop of Laybach, and a Privy Councillor
of the Empire; the Right Rev. Dr. Henry Leslie,
of the Rothes family, who was Protestant Bishop
of Down in 1635, and of Meath in 1650 ; the
Right Rev. Dr. Robert Leslie, also of the Rothes
family, who was successively Protestant Bishop of
Dromore, Raphoe, and Clogher; the Right Rev.
Dr. John Leslie, of the Wardis family, who was
Protestant Bishop of Orkney, of Dromore, of
Clogher, and of Raphoe; the Right Rev. Dr.
John Leslie, nephew of the preceding, who was
Bishop of Dromore and of Clogher ; another Right
Rev. Dr. John Leslie, also of the Wardis family,
] who was Bishop of Dromore in 1812, and Bishop
|
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CHAPTER I

e

Ponasta e Leslie

1. BARTHOLOMEVW,

FOUNDER OF THE FAMILY OF LESLIE.

AccorpiNG both to tradition and to Bishop Leslie
in his De Rebus Gestis Scotorum, lib. vi. p. 200,
Rome, 1578, Bartholomew or Bartholf, a noble
Hungarian, the founder of the family of Leslie,
came to Scotland in the train of Margaret, after-
wards the queen of Malcolm Canmore, in 1067.
Edgar Etheling, the brother of this noble lady,
was the grandson of Edmund Ironside, King of
England, being the son of Prince Edward, sur-
named the Outlaw, by Agatha his wife, daughter
of Henry II., Emperor of Germany. Edgar thus
concentrated in his own person all the Anglo-
Saxon claims to the crown of England. Ex-
cluded from his just right of succession, first by
the usurpation of Harold, and afterwards by the
conquest of William the Norman, in order to
promote the happiness of the people, and, in
accordance with the advice of his uncles, Edwin
and Morcar, he abandoned his claims, and swore
fealty to the conqueror at Berkhamstead 25th

Bartholomew
Founder.

1067.
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December 1066. William, anxious from motives
of policy to conciliate the affections of his Anglo-
Saxon subjects, and more especially to honour one
whose claims might be dangerous to his power,
took Edgar into great favour, and bestowed upon
him an earldom with large possessions.

After completing his conquest, William found
it necessary to revisit his native duchy. He re-
turned to Normandy in 1067, in the spring of the
year, and, partly to deprive insurrection in Eng-
land of any chance of success, and partly to
impress on his Norman subjects the due value of
his success, he carried Edgar Etheling along with
him to grace the pageantry of his triumph.

The English, however, did take advantage of
William’s absence to make some effort for free-
dom, and insurrections were made in various parts
of the country. The suspicions of William, caused
by these outbreaks, though veiled under the mask
of apparent friendship, did not escape the notice
of Edgar, who accordingly determined to flee the
dangerous precincts of the Norman Court. He
took shipping, in company with his mother
Agatha, and his sisters Margaret and Christina,
with the intention of returning to Hungary, the
land of their birth. Stress of weather, however,
drove their vessel into the Firth of Forth at St.
Margaret’s Hope, Queensferry, where they were
graciously received by Malcolm, King of Scotland,

who was then residing in his palace at Dunferm-
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line. This prince, struck with the beauty and
won by the accomplishments of the Princess
Margaret, offered her his hand, and the offer was
accepted. Having thus become the consort of an
unpolished king, and the queen of a rude and
barbarous people, Margaret so gained the esteem
and affection of her husband, and used her power
so well for the benefit of her adopted people, that
they in their gratitude invested her with the
qualities of a saint, by which appellation the good
queen is still known in Scottish history; and in
memory of her welcome arrival in the country,
the place where she first set foot on Scottish
ground was named St. Margaret’s Hope, and to
this day it retains the name of Queensferry.
Among the noblemen who accompanied the
Princess Agatha from Germany, and who, sharing
her unsettled fortunes, faithfully attended her and
her children until their arrival in Scotland, was a
Hungarian, named Bartolf or Bartholomew, who
was descended from an ancient and noble family
in Hungary. Bartholomew was a man of acute
genius and strong mind, very valiant, and pos-
sessed of great bodily strength—qualities which are
always valuable in a rude age, and which recom-
mended him to the favour of King Malcolm, who
appointed him Governor of the Castle of Edinburgh,
honoured him with the dignity of knighthood,
and bestowed on him large grants of land in Fife,
Angus, the Mearns, and Aberdeenshire. The cir-

CHAP. L

Bartholomew
Founder.




HISTORICAL RECORDS OF

CHAP. L.

Bartholomew
Founder.

cumstances of this grant are recorded in the
following legend :—

Commencing his journey on horseback at
Dunfermline, and proceeding northward, Bartholo-
mew was promised by the king in hereditary
right, all the land for a mile round any point
where he should find it necessary to alight for the
purpose of baiting or feeding his horse. First, he
alichted at Fechil, now called Leslie, in Fife ;
next at Innerlessad, in Angus; the third time at
Feskie, or Eskie, in the Mearns ; the fourth time
at Cushnie, in Mar. His horse at last failed him
at the place called Leslie in the Garioch. On his
return to court, the king asked him where he had
left his horse, and he replied, as some say—

‘ “ At the lesse ley beside the mair.”

or, as others give it—

‘ Between a lesse ley and a mair,”
My horse it tyrd and stopped there.”

The king, finding, it is said, that the place
suited well with his surname, answered in the
same metrical style—

“ Lord Lesley shalt thou be,

And thy heirs after thee.”
and he honourably fulfilled the termsof his promise.
Traditions generally arise in later times to account
for prior facts, and though they may alter the
accessories of events, yet the foundation on which
they rest is not unfrequently found to be accord-
ing to truth. All the places mentioned in this
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tradition did, at later dates, belong to the family
of Leslie, as will be shown in the proper place.
It is also beyond doubt that Bartholomew did
obtain from the king d4 grant of the lands of
Lesselyn in the Garioch, which long remained the
patrimony of his successors. Three charters, now
in possession of the Countess of Rothes, granted
to Malcolm son of Bartolf, Norman son of Maleolm,
and Norino son of Norman, place this fact beyond
the reach of cavil.

The parish of Leslie, in the district of the
Garioch and county of Aberdeen, was thus the
earliest possession of the family of Leslie in
Scotland. From it unquestionably the family
derived its patronymic. As is the case of most of
the old Scottish families, so here the family estate
gave the cognomen to the family, and, as will be
shown afterwards, not until the fifth generation
did this family bend to the custom then becoming
general, of assuming a surname, a fact which
would seem to clear up all doubt that may exist
as to the origin of the name of Leslie.

The present castle of Leslie, built, without
doubt, on the site of an earlier stronghold, is
situated on the banks of the river Gaudy, which
runs at the back, or north-west side of the
celebrated hill of Bennachie. In later times so
numerously did the Leslies cluster round this
their ancestral domain that the circumstance is
commemoratéd in a beautiful old song—

|
{
{
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Founder.

See App.
Nos. I. IL
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“Thick sit the Leslies on Gaudy side,
On Gaudy side, on Gaudy side,
At the back of Bennachie.”

Robert Verstigan relates, in reference to Bar-
tholomew, that a duel took place between a Scottish
nobleman of the name of Leslie and a foreign
knight, in which the Scottish champion was
victorious, in memory of which the following
verses existed in Scotland :—

¢ Between the Lesseley and the mair,
He slew the knight, and left him there.”

This story, however, seems to refer to Bar-
tholomew’s descendant, Sir Walter Leslie, the
famous Earl of Ross.

It may be proper here to give a description of
the family arms. They are a field argent,
traversed with a belt or girdle azure, in which
are three buckles gules, supported on the dexter
and sinister side by two griffins proper. The
crest is a demi-griffin proper, having a scroll with
the motto “Grip Fast.” The origin of these arms
is thus related by tradition :—

Bartholomew held the office of Lord Chamber-
lain to the Queen, and had the honour, according
to the primitive fashion of those times, of carrying
the Queen on his own horse when she travelled. |
For easea pad behind the Chamberlain was pro-
vided for the Queen, and, for safety, a belt buckled
round his waist, supplied her with a stay in case
of danger or uneasy motion. On one occasion,
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when both thus mounted were crossing a river,
the Queen nearly fell from the horse. On this
the Chamberlain in great anxiety, called out,
“Grip fast,” to which the Queen, doubtful of the
strength of the buckle, replied, “Gin the buckle
bide.” To obviate the danger of the buckle
giving way in future, two more buckles were
forthwith added to the belt. And,in commemor-
ation of the event, says the legend, Bartholomew
got the above device for his family arms.
Bartholomew, the founder of the family of
Leslie in Scotland, married, according to some
authorities, one of the ladies of honour to Queen
Margaret. According to others, King Malcolm
gave him to wife one of his own sisters, and this
account is fortified by the best authorities. The

Rev. William Betham, in his Genealogical Tables, |
published in 1795, states that Bartholomew |
married a sister of King Malcolm Canmore; and |

in the Genealogical Tree of the Royal Family of
Scotland, published 8d March 1792, by John
Brown, Genealogist in Scotland to the Prince of
Wales, and approved by the Lyon Office, we
find it stated that,  Beatrix, daughter of King
Duncan, and sister of Malcolm III. or Canmore,
married Bartholomew, of whom all the Leslies in
Scotland are descended.”

From this marriage have sprung the many noble,
knightly, and gentle houses of the illustrious name
of Leslie. ~Many of these have risen to great
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splendour and rank, some deriving their dignities
and wealth from the well-merited gratitude of
royalty, for distinguished services, and others
from intermarriage with the noblest houses in this
and in other countries. In most parts of the
Continent, indeed, cadets of this ancient stock
have been found enjoying the highest reputation,
supporting the greatest dignities, and discharging
the most distinguished and honourable offices.
No Scottish surname has been more widely con-
spicuous abroad. And in Germany, Sweden,
Russia, Poland, France, and Ireland, the name of
Leslie is known almost as familiarly as the names
of the great native houses of those countries.

The family of Leslie was also distinguished as
among the first to introduce a practical and im-
proved system of agriculture. The district now
inhabited by a united people speaking the same
tongue, was, at that remote period, occupied by
discordant tribes of Scots, Saxons, Danes, Nor-
mans, and Flemings, each using their own lan-
guage, and each following their peculiar customs.
Learned antiquarians inform us that it was chiefly
owing to the settlement of the house of Leslie
that these various races were gradually rendered
more civilised, and became incorporated into one
homogeneous body, and that much of the great
distinetive character of industry, perseverance,
and agricultural skill, for which the people of the
Garioch are now, as they had been early, celebrated,
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is to be ascribed to Bartholomew and his suc-
cessors, the chiefs of the House of Leslie.

Bartholomew, the founder of the family of
Leslie, died at an advanced age, about 1121,
and was succeeded by his son Malcolm.

- II. MALCOLM.

MawrcoLM, son of Bartholomew, succeeded his
father as head of the house of Leslie about 1121,
as is authenticated by a charter still extant.

Imitating his father, Bartholomew, in bravery
and other noble qualities, Malcolm was accounted
by King William the Lion worthy of the honour of
knighthood.

The lordship of the Garioch in Aberdeenshire,
which had been erected into a regality, was at
this time held by the King’s brother, David,
Earl of Huntingdon. From this prince, Malcolm
received a charter of confirmation of his lands of
Lessel, Hachennegart, and Mache, to be held by
the tenure of one knight's service. In this charter
he is styled Malcolm, the son of Bertolf. This is
the most ancient charter of any lands in Aberdeen-
shire, except church-lands, and must have been
granted after 1165, when William the Lion suc-
ceeded to the throne of Scotland, and before 1197,
when Matthew, Bishop of Aberdeen, who is a
witness to the charter, died.

CHAP. I,
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Huntingdon, possessed a castle or stronghold at
Inverurie, the capital of the district, commanding
the passage of the river Don, which separates the
district of the Garioch from that of Mar. The
office of constable of this castle Earl David con-
ferred upon Malcolm, as appears from a charter
granted by the Earl to the abbey of Lindores.*

In these times the Constable of Inverurie was
a person of note, and for three generations at least
this was the only style by which the progenitors
of the noble house of Leslie were distinguished.
Indeed the “ Constable of Inverurie ” is a frequent
witness to the charters of Earl David and of his
successors in the lordship of the Garioch, John,
Earl of Huntington, and Isabella Bruce, his sister,
between 1147 and 1219.+

Malcolm, the son of Bartolf, is a witness to a
charter granted by David, Earl of Huntingdon,
Lord of the Garioch, to the abbey of Arbroath.

No record gives us the name of Malcolm’s
wife, but by her itis certain that he had two sons—

I. NorMAN, his successor ;
II. MarcorLM, who was killed in the Crusades.

Malcolm, the son of Bartholomew, died about
1176, and was succeeded by his son Norman.

* See Balfour of Denmyln’s Colleciions, p. 22, No. 40. MSS,
Advocates’ Library, Edinburgh.
t Book of Bonaccord, p. 375.
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III. NORMAN.

NorMmAN, the son of Malcolm, succeeded his father
about 1176.

About the year 1224 Norman obtained a
charter confirming to him, as Norman the son of
Malcolm, the lands of Lesselyn, Achnagart, and
Mile, and their pertinents, with the exception of
the church of Lesselyn, which the said Norman
had previously granted to the abbey and monks
of Lindores. By thischarter Norman also received
a grant, for the first time that the family held
them, of the lands of Caskyben, now called Keith
Hall.

Norman appears to have succeeded his father
Malcolm in his office of Constable of Inverurie.
Under this title he is named as a witness in a
deed by which David, Earl of Huntingdon, re-
nounced, in favour of the Earl of Mar, all claim
to a serf called Gillecriste MacGillekuncongal, and
his four sons, the two Gillecristes, and Gillenem,
and Gillemartin.*

Norman, the Constable of Inverurie, also ap-
pears as a witness to a charter granted in the
reign of William the Lion, by Matthew Kinnin-
mount, Bishop of Aberdeen from 1165 to 1197,

* See Illustrations of Scottish History, pp. 23, 24, Glasgow,
1834 ; and Antiquities of the Shires of Aberdeen and Banf, vol,
iii, p. 402.
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for the erection of St. Peter’'s Hospital in the
Spittal, near Aberdeen.

Norman, the son of Malcolm, and Constable
of Inverurie, is also one of the witnesses to the
charter of foundation granted to the Church and
abbey of Lindores, by David, Earl of Huntingdon,
between 1202 and 1206.

Norman, the son of Malcolm, married a
daughter of Stuart, Earl of Lorn,by whom he had—

1. NoRiNo, his successor ;
II. LEONARD, who, some say, succeeded his brother Norino ;
III. BARTHOLOMEW, who died young.

It has not been ascertained when Norman,
the third possessor of the lands of Leslie, died.
He was succeeded by his son Norino.

IV. NORINO.

Norivo, the son of Norman by his wife, a
daughter of Stuart, Earl of Lorn, succeeded his
father as fourth possessor of the lands of Leslie.
This is proved by a charter granted in 1248
by King Alexander II at the instance of Isobel
Bruce and Robert Bruce her son; Isobel Bruce,
on the death of John, Earl of Huntingdon, with-
out issue in 1237, having succeeded to the lord-
ship of the Garioch in right of her father, David,
Earl of Huntingdon. By this charter, in which
he is styled the son of Norman, Norino received
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his lands of Leslie in free forest, and in it he is
likewise styled “The Constable,” ¢.e. of Inverurie.
Hence this office of Constable of Inverurie would
now seem to have been confirmed in hereditary
succession in the family.

Norino is a frequent witness to the charters
of his liege lady, Isobel de Bruce, of whose court
indeed he appears to have been a principal officer.
We find also that “Norino, the son of Norman,”
was witness to a charter granted by Fergus, Earl
of Buchan, to John, the son of Uthred.*

These facts indisputably prove that Norivo
was the name of the successor of Norman, the
third possessor of the lands of Leslie, although by
some authors he has been called Arrornus, and
by others LEONARD.

It is probable that Norino had a brother
Leonard, whom the author of the Laurus Leslc-
ana, has, by mistake, to the exclusion of Norino,
placed in the position of the head of the family,
and of whom he gives the following account :—

“Leonard was honoured with the dignity of
knighthood. He was a man of great courage,
and was held in great estimation by the kings
both of Scotland and of England. Clarcadus
makes mention of him in his work. He married
Catherine Mure, heiress of Tasseis in Fife, which

* See original Charter in Charter-room at Pitfour, and Char-
ter published in Collections for Shires of Aberdeen and Banf,
p. 409, Spalding Club.
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property was added to the family possessions.
By her he had—

I. NormaAN, who succeeded ;
JI. LeoNARD, who went to the wars abroad ;
ITI. WriLriaM, Abbot of Cupar.

In the above account LEONARD is evidently a
mistake for Norivo. It is also doubtful whether
the author of the Laurus Lesleana has given the
proper name of the heiress of Taces. It is certain
that this property of Taces came about this time
into the possession of the family of Leslie by
marriage. In the charter-room of the Earls of
Rothes there is a charter granted by Maleolm,
Earl of Fife, to Alexander de Blar, of the lands of
Thases (Taces), Kinteaces, and Ballindurth, to be
holden of the said Earl and his heirs by the tenure
of one knight’s service. This charter has the
Earl’s seal appended, and bears no date, but it
must have been granted before the year 1250.
From this charter it would appear that Blar, not
Mure, must have been the name of the heiress
who shortly afterwards brought the property of
Taces into the possession of the family of Leslie.

While it is doubtful whether Norino had a
brother named Leonard, it is certain that the
succession of the family was carried on by Norman,
the son either of Norino or of Leonard, and who
was the first of the family who signed the sur-
name “de Leslie.”




THE FAMILY OF LESLIE.

15

V. SIR NORMAN DE LESLIE,
DOMINUS DE LESLIE, OR DOMINUS EJUSDEM.

Norman succeeded Norino as fifth possessor of the
lands of Leslie. It appears that he was the first
of the family who was distinguished by the sur-
name of Leslie; for while his predecessors had
only been known either by their patronymies, or
by the offices which they held, such as that of
Constable of Inverurte, he is styled in all public
documents “Norman de Lesley, dominus de Les-
ley,” or “dominus ejusdem.”

Norman de Leslie also received the honour of
knighthood. The Laurus Lesleana states that
Sir Norman de Leslie received from King Alex-
ander IIL the gift of the forest of Leslie in the
king’s forest, 4th December 1282. Douglas states
that he also got Fytekill, now called Leslie in
Tife, from the same king.

It is recorded in the “Ragman’s Roll” that
King Edward I. of England arrived at Aberdeen
‘on Saturday, 14th July 1296, and that on the
morrow, the 15th, there swore fealty to him at
that place—Sir Norman de Lesselyn, Chevalier,
Sir Alexander Lamberton, and others; and that
on Monday the 16th, and following days, Sir
Gilbert de la Haye, Sir Hugh de la Haye, Sir
William Innes, and on the 19th, Henry, Bishop

CHAP. I.
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of Aberdeen, performed the like homage to the
English king.

Sir Norman de Leslie was also one of the
magnates of Scotland, who, 12th July 1296, in
compliance with the wishes of the oppressor of
their country, renounced the old Scottish league
with France.*

Sir Norman de Leslie was one of those sum-
moned by King Edward to attend the parliament
held at Berwick, 24th August 1296.+

Probably it was for compliances such as these,
of which it would be difficult to fix the adequate
blame, but which no patriot can consider excusable,
that King Edward appointed Sir Norman de Leslie
sheriff of his native country of Aberdeen in 1305.

Sir Norman de Leslie, however, availed him-
self of an early opportunity of returning to his
rightful allegiance. He sat in the parliament
which was held by King Robert Bruce at Cam-
buskenneth, 6th December 1314, and signed the
decree of forfeiture issued by that parliament
against all those who refused to return to their
allegiance after the battle of Bannockburn.

The Laurus Lesleana does not mention the
name of the wife of Sir Norman de Leslie. In
Douglas’s Peerage, however, it is stated that he
married Elizabeth Leith, heiress of Edengarioch,

* See Ragman’s Roll, pp. 92, 93, 100.
+ Ibid. p. 142.
T See Appendix to the Lord of the Isles, p. 347, note B. 2.
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in Aberdeenshire ; while Shaw, in his History of
Moray, on the other hand, says that “in the end
of the reign of Alexander III. (about 1280) Norman
Lesley, son of Lesley in the Garioch, married the
daughter and heiress, it is said, of Watson of
Rothes.” Whichever of these accounts be correct,
it is at all events certain that Sir Norman de
Leslie had a son—
ANDREW, his successor.

Besides this son, however, the Laurus
Lesl@ana states that Sir Norman had another—
Walter, Earl of Rosss; but, as will be shown here-
after, in treating of that Earl, this statement is
inconsistent with correct chronology.

In Douglas’s Peerage it is stated that Sir
Norman had also two daughters—

I. MaraAaRET, married to Sir John Innes of Innes ;
II. ANN, married to Sir Alexander Dunbar of Westfield.

This statement appears to be correct, although
the Laurus Lesleana describes these ladies as
daughters of Sir Norman’s son Andrew.

Sir Norman de Leslie is a contracting party
to the marriage-agreement of his son Sir Andrew
de Leslie with Mary Abernethy, in 1313.

Sir Norman de Leslie died before 1320, in
which year the name of his son, Sir Andrew de
Leslie, Dominus Ejusdem, appears in the list of
the greater barons of Scotland, who in that year
addressed their memorable letter of remonstrance

to the Pope.
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VI. SIR ANDREW DE LESLIE,

DOMINUS EJUSDEM.

SR ANDREW DE LESLIE succeeded his father,
Sir Norman de Leslie, as VI. Dominus Ejusdem
before 1320.

Sir Andrew de Leslie married Mary Aber-
nethy, one of the daughters and co-heiresses of
Sir Alexander Abernethy, Lord of Abernethy,
who died about 1312.

With his wife, Mary Abernethy, Sir Andrew
de Leslie got the baronies of Ballinbreich in
Fifeshire, Cairney in Forfar, and various other
lands, and, it is said, Rothes in Elgin, but of this
no record has been found. He got charters of
Ballinbreich and Cairney from King Robert L,
and quartered the arms of Abernethy with his
own.

This marriage between Sir Andrew de Leslie
and Mary Abernethy is documented by an inden-
ture between Andrew de Leslie, son and heir of
Norman de Leslie, Chevalier, with the consent of
Mary, his wife, as heiress of the deceased Sir
Alexander Abernethy, on the one part, and Sir
William Lindsay, Rector of Ayr, and Chamberlain
of Scotland from 1312 to 1322, on the other part,
whereby the said Sir Andrew obliges himself to
infeft Sir William Lindsay in twenty-four merks
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land in the tenement of Cairney, to be held of
the granter, dated 25th December 1316.*

By his marriage with Mary Abernethy, Sir
Andrew de Leslie had the following issue :—

I. ANDREW, who succeeded as VIL Dominus Ejusdem.
II. NormaN, of whom presently.
IIL. LesLik, ancestor of the Earls of Rothes, of
whom hereafter under “ Records of the Earls of Rothes.”
IV. WartER, Earl of Ross, of whom hereafter.
V. GEoOR@E, 1st Baron of Balquhain, of whom hereafter.t

Norman de Leslie, Sir Andrew’s second son, was
a man of great abilities, and was much employed in
the public transactions of his time. During the
reign of King David II. we find him mentioned
in the following extracts from public docu-
ments :—

“Et nihil hic per firmam Baronie de Comnay
(Kemnay) que est in manu magistri Normani de
Lesley ex concessione Roberti senescalli Scotiae
locum tenentis Domini Regis ratione warde super
quo consulatur Rex.”

“Ex comp. Domini Alexandri Fraser, viceco-
mitis de Aberdeen” (1348).

Norman de Leslie, Domicellus de Scotia (and
not Dominus Ejusdem), is a witness to the com-

* See Chartulary of Melrose, vol. i. p. 348 ; Lindsay’s Lives
of the Lindsays, vol. i. p. 61, note ; and Douglas’s Peerage, vol. ii.
p. 424, See also Note A—Lordship of Abernethy.

t See Note B—Laurus Leslzana, account of Sir Andrew de
Leslie’s marriage and issue.
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mission issued by the Steward of Scotland, 10th
May 1356, to treat for the liberation of David IL
when at Durham.

Norman Lesselyn et Wauter, son frere, Esquires
d’Ecosse, had a safe conduct to pass through Eng-
land on their way to Prussia, 20th August 1356.*

Norman de Lesseley had a safe conduct into
England, 11th May 1358, and again, 24th March
1359, as one of the Scottish commissioners
appointed to treat with the English.t

Norman de Leslie was, in 1358, sent along
with Sir Robert Erskine as ambassador to Rome,
to solicit the Pope for a grant of the tenth part of
the ecclesiastical revenues of Scotland, towards
payment of the ransom of David IL, which they
obtained for three years.

It appears by the following extract that Nor-
man de Leslie was Deputy-Chamberlain to Thomas
Earl of Angus, Chamberlain of Scotland :—

“Et lxvi. vi. viij. (£66 : 6 : 8) liberat Normano
de Lesley, tunc locum tenenti camerarii Scocie
confident receptionem super compotum de quibus
respondebit” (1358).

In the accounts of customs and money paid
by Aberdeen to government from 1328 to 1399,
we find the following -charge :—“Compotum
Normani de Lesley, locum tenentis Thome Comitis
de Angus dudum camerarii Scocie reddit apud

* Rotuli Scotiee, vol. i. p. 797. t 1bid. pp. 823, 837.
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Dunde IXmo die Aprilis, Anno Domini Millio
cce ¢'nq*genono”* (1359).

Norman de Leslie is styled by King David
IL. “Armiger noster,” z.e. King’s armour-bearer,
in a commission dated at Edinburgh, 10th May
1359, whereby Sir Robert Erskine, Norman de
Leslie, and Sir John Grant were constituted
plenipotentiaries to treat with Charles, the Dauphin
of France, then Regent of France, to renew the
old league thitherto inviolably observed between
the two kingdoms, in which mission they
succeeded. .

Norman de Leslie had a safe conduct to go
into England as one of the ambassadors sent to
treat in the affairs of King David II., then a
prisoner in England, 15th April 1362; and
again, 14th March 1363, for himself and eight
esquires. |

Norman de Leslie was a member of the
assembly held at Inchmurdoch, 14th May 1363,
when the Steward of Scotland entered into an
obligation to adhere to King David II.

It appears by Robertson’s Index of Missing
Charters of Dawid II., No. 46, that Norman de
Leslic received “ane pension enduring the ward
of Balenbreich,” between 1330 and 1370.

Norman de Leslie married Margaret Lamber-

* See Kennedy’s Annals of Aberdeen, vol. i. p. 41.
+ See Abercromby’s History, vol. ii. p. 124.
T Rotuli Scotice, vol. 1. pp. 862, 872.
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ton, granddaughter and heiress of Alexander de
Lamberton, and with her he got a good fortune.
The marriage is documented by a charter granted
by Margaret de Leslie, relict of the deceased
Norman de Leslie, Knight, to her cousin, William
Cuppyld, and Norman his son, of all and whole of
the lands which formerly belonged to Alexander
de Lamberton, her grandfather—namely, Lum-
lathyn and Cragoe in the county of Forfar, and
Asdory in the county of Fife. This charter is
witnessed by “nobili viro Domino Waltero de
Lesley,” who is styled her brother (in law). “Nobili
Domina Margarita Comitissa Angusie, nobili viro
Domino Alexandro de Lindsey, milite, Laurentio
Archidiacono Brehinensi, et multis aliis,” and was
confirmed by David II, an. reg. 37, 11th Feb-
ruary—. e. A.D. 1366.%

This proves that Norman de Leslie died be-
fore 11th February 1366. And he does not seem
to have had any children by his marriage with
Margaret Lamberton, since, according to the
above charter, that lady’s property, apparently in
default of direct heirs, passed into the possession
of her cousin, William Cuppyld.+t

Sir Andrew de Leslie, VI. Dominus Ejusdem,
was one of the great barons or Magnates Scotize,
who signed the memorable letter, dated at Ar-
brothawik, 6th April 1320, addressed to Pope John

* See Robertson’s Index of Missing Charters of David I1., No. 251,
t See Note C—Errors regarding Norman de Leslie.
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XXII., asserting the independence of Scotland in
opposition to the Pope’s orders to excommunicate
King Robert Bruce and his followers on every
Sunday and festival throughout the year.*

Sir Andrew de Leslie, VI. Dominus Ejusdem,
died before 1325, as in that year Mary Aber-
nethy, his wife, after her husband’s death, married
Sir David Lindsay of Crawford, ancestor of the
Earls of Crawford, as is proved by a dispensation
from Pope John XXII., which dispensation was
found by Andrew Stewart in the Vatican.t

By Sir David Lihdsay, Mary Abernethy had
issue—

I Sir James Linpsay, Sir David’s successor, who married

Lady Egidia Stewart in 1346, and died after 1357,
leaving a son—

I. Sir James, who married Christian Keith, and
died 1397.

II. Sir ALEXANDER LixDsaY of Glenesk, who married Cath-
erine Stirling, and died 1382, leaving a son—
I. Sir Davip, created Earl of Crawford, 1398.

IIT. Sir WirLiam LINDsAY, of the Byres, who married Catherine
Muir, and died after 1375, leaving a son, Sir William,
who carried on that branch of the family.

Walter Leslie, Earl of Ross, in several charters,
styles Sir Alexander Lindsay of Glenesk and Sir
William Lindsay of Byres “carissimi fratres,”
they being his uterine brothers.

* See Note D—Letter addressed by Barons to Pope John XXII.
t See Andrew Stewart’s History of the Stewarts, p. 446.
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VII. SIR ANDREW DE LESLIE,

DOMINUS EJUSDEM.

SirR ANDREW DE LESLIE, eldest son of Sir Andrew
de Leslie, by his wife Mary Abernethy, succeeded
his father as VII. Dominus Ejusdem, before 1325,
and appears to have died before 1353, leaving
issue—

I. AxpREW his successor ;

II. MARGARET married to David de Abercrombie, who in 1391
got a charter of Aquhortis, Blairdaff, etc., from Sir
Andrew de Leslie, VIII. Dominus Ejusdem, his brother-
in-law.

VIIL. SIR ANDREW DE LESLIE,

DOMINUS EJUSDEM.

Sir ANDREW DE LESLIE, son of Sir Andrew de
Leslie, VII. Dominus Ejusdem, succeeded his
father as VIII. Dominus Ejusdem before 1353.
There is a charter in the possession of the
Earl of Strathmore, by which Andrew de Leslie,
Dominus Ejusdem, confirms a charter from Walter
de Leslie, Dominus de Philorth, of all the lands
which the said Walter had in territorio de Moner-
good, to John Lyon de Terteviot. In this charter
Sir Andrew de Leslie calls Sir Walter de Leslie
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his uncle—viz., “Sciatis nos vidisse cartam dilecti
patrui nostri Walteri de Lesley de Philorth, &e.”

There is no date in this charter of confirmation,
but it must have been granted between 1365, the
year in which Sir Walter de Leslie married
Euphemia, daughter of the Earl of Ross, and
assumed the title of Lord of Philorth, and the
year 1372, when he became Earl of Ross in right
of his wife, on the death of William, Earl of Ross,
his father-in-law.

In a charter by Sir Andrew de Leslie of that
Ilk, in favour of Sit Hugh Barclay of Kilnaim,
Sir Andrew gives Sir Hugh 24 merks yearly out
of his barony of Ballinbreich. The witnesses are,
Alexander and Patrick, Bishops of Aberdeen and
Brechin ; Roger and Patrick, Abbots of Lindores
and Balmerino ; “ Waltero de Lesley, Domino de
Ross, patruo suo;” James de Lindsay; William
de Ramsay de Colthithie ; John de Kinloch ; and
many others.

This charter must have been granted between
1373, when Sir Walter de Leslie became Earl of
Ross, and 1381, when Alexander Kininmund,
Bishop of Aberdeen, died.

Sir Andrew de Leslie granted a charter of the
lands of Culmelly and Auld Culmelly, in the
barony of Cushney in Aberdeenshire, to Bernard
de Kergyle, which charter was confirmed by
King Robert II., 8th January 1373.%

* See Registrum Magni Sigili, p. 100, No. 26.
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In the charter-room of the Earl of Errol there
is a discharge by Sir Andrew de Leslie, Dominus
Ejusdem, to Thomas de Haia, Lord of Errol, for
£200, good and lawful sterling, which the said
Thomas stood bound to pay to the said Andrew,
by reason of a contract of marriage between the
said Sir Andrew’s son and Lord Errol’s daughter.
The discharge is dated at Dundee, 12th July 1376.

In a charter to his uncle Walter, Earl of Ross,
Sir Andrew de Leslie, VIII. Dominus Ejusdem,
calls Sir James de Lindsay, Dominus de Crawford,
consanguineus suus (his cousin), and Sir Alex-
ander Lindsay of Glenesk, patruus suus (his uncle),
they being thus related through Mary Abernethy,
the grandmother of Sir Andrew de Leslie and Sir
James de Lindsay, and the mother of Sir Alexander
Lindsay of Glenesk.

Sir Andrew de Leslie, Dominus Ejusdem,
confirmed a charter granted by Andrew de
Garvyack, Dominus de Caskyben, anent the
devolution of his lands of Badachache, lying in
the barony of Rothienorman and shire of Aberdeen,
to Stephen Clerk, his son-in-law, and Margaret
his spouse, to be holden by them as freely and
quietly as the said Andrew and his predecessors
held the same of the said Sir Andrew de Leslie,
and doing therefor to the king, chief lord of the
said lands, the services used and wont, and giving
to the said Andrew de Garvyack a penny money
at the old manor-place of Kynbruyn yearly, for
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the ward, relief, marriages, escheats, and all other
service for the said lands.

This charter is dated 14th April 1380, but the
charter of confirmation by Sir Andrew de Leslie
is without date.®

Sir Andrew de Leslie, VIIL. Dominus Ejusdem,
married, but no record has been found of the
lady’s name. By her he had a son, Norman, as
is proved by deeds and transactions hereafter
narrated.

It would appear that he had also another son,
John, but the only récords found concerning him
are the following—viz. In some Peerages, under
the title of Earls of Errol, it is stated that Mar-
garet, second daughter of Sir Thomas Hay of
Errol, Constable of Scotland, married John, son
and heir of Sir Andrew de Leslie. This seems to
be the marriage referred to in the discharge already
mentioned, given, 12th July 1376, by Sir Andrew
de Leslie to Sir Thomas de Haia for £200, on
account of a contract of marriage between Sir
Andrew’s son and Sir Thomas’s daughter. As no
trace of this John, son and heir of Sir Andrew de
Leslie, has been found in any of the family char-
ters, it is probable that he died without issue at
an early age.

Sir Andrew de Leslie, for some reason, perhaps
from having arrived at an advanced age, about

* Manuscript Notes of Leslie Charters.
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1389 resigned great part of his estates to his son
Norman.

Norman married, but his wife’s name and fandily
are not recorded. By her he had a son, David,
who, it seems, had gone abroad to the holy war in
Palestine, and having been absent for several
years without any tidings of him having reached
home, he was supposed to be dead. Under this
impression, Norman, in consequence of his father’s
resignation of the family estates to him, executed
a deed of entail, settling certain estates on his own
heirs-male, failing whom, on his consanguineus,
t.e. cousin, Sir George Leslie of Rothes. In exe-
cution of this settlement, Norman Leslie resigned
the barony of Ballinbreich in Fife, the barony of
Lowr and Dunlopie in Forfarshire, and the baronies
of Cushney and Rothienorman in Aberdeenshire,
into the hands of King Robert II. ; and at the last
council held by Robert II. at Linlithgow, 1389,
Norman received from the king a grant of the
said lands in favour of himself and the heirs-male
of his body, whom failing, of Sir George Leslie of
Rothes. Norman Leslie afterwards got a charter
from Robert III. dated at Scone, 18th August
1390, confirming to him the grant made by the
deceased King Robert II. of the foresaid lands, to
be holden by Norman, and the heirs-male of his
body, whom failing, by Sir George Leslie, knight,
and his heirs-male, whom failing, by the said Nor-
man’s lawful heirs whomsoever, in fee and heritage;
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reserving nevertheless to the said Norman Leslie’s
father, Sir Andrew de Leslie, the free tenement
and liferent of the whole lands during all the
days of his life.

Sir Andrew de Leslie, Dominus Ejusdem, and
Norman de Leslie, his son and heir, entered into
an agreement with Dominus Andreas de Leslie de
Syde, the third Baron of Balquhain, whereby the
said Sir Andrew and his son Norman, of one con-
sent, give, grant, and confirm to the said Andrew
de Leslie of Syde, their consanguineus or cousin,
an annual rent of £13: 6 : 8, to be paid out of the
rents of the barony of Leslie within the regality
of St. Andrews, or out of the lands and barony of
Cushney in the shire of Aberdeen, at the option of
the said Andrew de Leslie of Syde, to be received
by him, by the bailies of the said Norman de
Leslie, at the feasts of Whitsunday and Martinmas
by equal portions, for his service and keeping,
from the said Sir Andrew and Norman his son,
and the longest liver of them, to be holden by
the said Andrew de Leslie of Syde, for the whole
term of his life, as freely and quietly as any other
annual rent is held within the kingdom of Scot-
land. And the said Sir Andrew de Leslie and his
son Norman did give and grant that, should the
said Sir Andrew de Leslie of Syde want the
payment of the said annual rent fourteen days
after any term, he should be at liberty to poind
the goods upon the said baronies aye and while he

CHAP. I
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See App.
No. IX.

‘ 1391.

was completely paid what was due. And the said
Sir Andrew and his son Norman oblige themselves
to procure the confirmation of George de Leslie,
Dominus de Rothes, upon the whole premises.
The agreement is dated at Leslie, 24th November
1390.*

Sir Andrew de Leslie, Dominus Ejusdem, with
the consent and assent of Norman de Leslie, his
son and heir, granted to David de Abercrombie
and Margaret de Leslie, his spouse, sister to the
said Sir Andrew, a charter of the lands of Aqu-
horties, Acquhorsk, and Blairdaff, to be held by
the said David and Margaret, and the longest
liver of them, and by the heirs of their bodies;
whom failing, to revert to the said Sir Andrew
and his heirs whomsoever. The charter is dated
30th May 1391.

Norman Leslie died shortly after this, during
the lifetime of his father Sir Andrew ; and there
being still no ‘account of Norman’s son David, Sir
George Leslie of Rothes, the next substitute, on
the supposition that David was dead, was served
heir of entail to Norman, as is proved by a pre-
cept of Chancery, dated at Clerkingtown 7th
January anno regni 2% Roberti I, o.p. 1391-2,
proceeding upon the retour of George de Leslie,
knight, consanguineus or cousin of the deceased
Norman de Leslie, knight, as nearest and lawful

* See Retour of Charters, Signet Library, Edinburgh.
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heir of tailzie to the said Norman in the baronies
of Ballinbreich, Cushney, Rothienorman, etc., sav-
ing every one’s right, and taking security for 200
merks as the relief of the said baronies, etc. But
Sir George Leslie did not obtain possession of
these lands during the lifetime of Sir Andrew de
Leslie, Norman’s father, as is proved by the fol-
lowing extract from the Chamberlain’s accounts,
rendered by Alexander Fraser, vicecomes de Aber-
dene, 1392 :—

“Et memorandum quod computans non oner-
atur ad presens de relevis quadraginta librorum
debit., de baronia de Cushney, nec de viginta libris
relevii debitis de baronia de Rothienorman per
mortem Domini Normani de Lesley, domini
earundem, filii scilicet Domini Andreae de Lesley,
qui habet possessionem illarum terrarum in libero
tenemento, pro tempore vitae suae: quae quidem
relevia respectuanter quousque Dominus Georgius
de Lesley nunc habens feodum illarum terrarum
assecutus fuerit et adeptus liberum tenementum
illarum terrarum cum feodo, et precipitur vice-
comes quod tunc compellat.”

King Robert III., 7th April 1392, granted a
charter confirming a charter granted by the then
deceased Norman de Leslie, knight, to Sir John
Ramsay of Culathy, dated at Ballinbreich, 15th
August 1390.

From these documents it is evident that Nor-
Lman Leslie died after the 30th May 1391, when,

CHAP. I.
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with his consent, his father, Sir Andrew, granted
the charter of Aquhorties, ete., to David de Aber-
crombie, and before the 7th January 1392, the
date of the precept for serving Sir George Leslie
as his heir of entail.

It appears that Sir Andrew de Leslie possessed
other lands besides those which he assigned to his
son Norman, as there is a charter in the charter-
room of the Earls of Rothes, dated at Aberdeen,
24th October 1396, whereby Andrew de Leslie,
knight, Dominus Ejusdem, dispones to his dear
cousin, George de Leslie, knight, Dominus de
Rothes, all right or claim which he had or could
have, in any manner, in time coming, in the barony
of Cairney in Perthshire, and the superiority
thereof, without any gain-calling by him or his
heirs for ever, promising, upon his good faith and
under hypotheck of all his goods, to have the
evidents of the said lands given to the said Sir
George de Leslie and his heirs, whenever need
shall be or it shall seem expedient.

Sir Andrew de Leslie, VIII. Dominus Ejusdem,
died about 1398, and was succeeded by his
grandson, David de Leslie.

IX. DAVID DE LESLIE,
DOMINUS EJUSDEM.

Davip pE LESLIE, son of Norman de Leslie, and
grandson of Sir Andrew de Leslie, VIII. Dominus
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Ejusdem, succeeded his grandfather, as IX.
Dominus Ejusdem, about 1398, his father Norman
having died in 1391.

As has been related, David Leslie was abroad,
engaged in the holy wars, when his father died,
and being supposed dead, Sir George Leslie of
Rothes was served asheir of entail to David’s father
Norman, 7th January 1391-2. It would appear
that two or three years after the death of Sir
Andrew de Leslie, VIII. Dominus Ejusdem, his
grandson returned to Scotland, and succeeded as
IX. Dominus Ejusdem, as is proved by an inquest
held before the Sheriff of Fyfe and a jury, by
which he was declared to be the next heir of
entail to his grandfather.

When he obtained possession of his patrimonial
estates, David de Leslie confirmed the deed of entail
made by his father Norman in 1389, in favour
of Sir George Leslie, Dominus de Fitekill. This
charter of confirmation, preserved in the charter-
room of the Earls of Rothes, is without date. It
has the seal of David de Leslic appended to it,
and has the labels for seven other seals, all which
are broken away, having been the seals of the
several witnesses, who are designed as follows :
Robert, Duke of Albany, Earl of Fife and Monteith,
Regent of Scotland ; John, Earl of Brechin ;
William de Haya, Constable of Scotland ; John
Stewart of Lorn, knight; Alexander, Earl of
Crawford ; Gilbert, Bishop of Aberdeen; and

CHAP. I.
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Henry, Bishop of St. Andrews. From the name
of the Duke of Albany being among these
witnesses, we learn that this charter of confirma-
tion must have been granted between 1406 and
1420, during which time he was Regent of Scot-
land.

David de Leslie, Dominus Ejusdem, and Nor-
man Leslie of Fitekill, son of Sir George Leslie of
Rothes, were of the number of Scottish noblemen
who were sent into England as hostages for the
ransom of King James I. David de Leslie, Dominus
de Leslie, had a safe conduct to Durham to meet
the king, 13th December 1423.*

David de Leslie remained in England as a
hostage till 20th June 1432, when Sir William
Baillie of Hoprick was accepted as a substitute
for him.t+

David de Leslie, on his return to Scotland after
his lengthened sojourn abroad, married Margaret,
daughter of Sir Robert Davidson, chief magistrate
of Aberdeen, who was killed at the battle of
Harlaw, 24th July 1411. By her he had one
child, Margaret, married to Alexander Leslie, son
of Sir Andrew Leslie, third Baron of Balquhain.

In 1438, shortly before his death, David de
Leslie again confirmed the deed of entail of his
father Norman, entailing his principal estates on
Norman de Leslie of Fitekill, son of Sir George

* Rotuli Scotice, vol. 1i. p. 17. + Ibid. p. 277.
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Leslie of Rothes, now deceased, as heir-male, and
he settled the barony of Leslie in the Garioch on
his daughter Margaret, whose husband, Alexander
Leslie, in her right took the title of Leslie of
Leslie, or of that Ilk.*

David de Leslie, IX. Dominus Ejusdem, died in
March 1439, at an advanced age, and was suc-
ceeded in his principal estates by Norman Leslie
of Rothes and Fitekill, as is proved by an inquest
ordered by Chancery to inquire what lands the
deceased David de Leslie, knight, Dominus Ejusdem,
consanguineus or colisin of Norman Leslie, the
bearer thereof, died vest and seized in, and if the
said Norman Leslie of Rothes and Fitekill was
nearest and lawful heir-male to the said David by
reason of the tailzie made in 1389. The brieve
of inquest is dated at Edinburgh, the 2d May
1439, the third year of the reign of James IL.
The inquest was held at Cupar in Fife, 19th May
1439, before H. Warden, sheriff-depute. The
jury unanimously agreed that the deceased David
de Leslie, knight, died vest in the barony of
Ballinbreich, and that Norman Leslie of Fitekill
was the nearest lawful heir-male to the said David,
his cousin, by reason of the tailzie aforesaid ; and
that the barony was worth 200 merks per annum;
and found that the said barony was in the king’s
hands two months, because the heir of tailzie did

* See Note E—Concerning child of David de Leslie by Mar-
garet Davidson.
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not set forth his right or claim for that time after
the death of David de Leslie, in February or
March 1439.

With David de Leslie, IX. Dominus Ejusdem,
ended the direct line of the Dymasta de Leslie.
After his death the extensive possessions of the
family of Leslie were divided, and while the
Leslies of that Ilk, the descendants of his daughter
Margaret, became a minor branch of the family,
the Leslies of Balquhain and the Leslies of Rothes
became the principal branches. The splendour
and magnificence which had adorned the stem
now adorned these two great branches, Balquhain
and Rothes. All the families of the name of
Leslie now existing are cadets of these two
branches, and the greater number of these families
derive their origin from the family of Balquhain.*®

* See Note F.—Laurus Lesleana account of David de Leslie.
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NOTES TO CHAPTER L

————
NoTE A.—LORDSHIP OF ABERNETHY.

THE great lordship of Abernethy, of which the barony
of Ballinbreich formed a part, was held by Orm, the son
of Hugh, in the reign of Malcolm IV., about 1160, and
also by grants from William the Lion, about 1190.
Orm’s son, Lawrence, assumed the name of Abernethy
from his lands. He gave the Canons of the priory of
St. Andrews ten shillings yearly, payable out of Ballin-
breich, with the consent of Sir Patrick Abernethy, his
son and heir, about 1230. Sir Patrick’s son, Hugh de
Abernethy, possessed great influence previous to and
during the reign of Alexander IIL, about 1260. Sir
Hugh de Abernethy died before 3d September 1296, as,
on that date, we find that King Edward I of England
ordered the sheriff of Forfar to repone Maria, que fuit
uxor Hugonis de Abernethy, in her lands. Sir Alex-
ander de Abernethy succeeded his father, Sir Hugh.
He swore fealty to Edward I, 10th July 1292, and
again 25th June 1296, and adhered to the English
interests, He was made warden of the country between
the Forth and the mountains by Edward II in 1310.
He was one of the English plenipotentiaries appointed to
treat with King Robert Bruce in 1312. He got a grant
from Edward II. of the manor of Wyleighten, 3d May
1313. On <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>