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INTRODUCTORY NOTICE XXV

family is impossible, except perhaps in places where chivalry
has no home, if we look back from our imperial edifice to
the builders of the united nations, we shall perceive no
name more worthy of the halo of romance than Douglas.

And strange to say, a History of Douglas has never yet
appeared, for neither Pedro Pineda nor Hume of Godscroft
(as printed) penetrated beyond the threshold—nor till the
Public Records had been printed and family papers unearthed,
was it possible to produce an accurate history of many
generations. In the case of Douglas, the most valuable
assistance has been rendered by the late Sir William Fraser,
K.C.B,, who transcribed and printed for the Earl of Home
many of the charters and papers of the Earls of Angus.
To weld all the public and private evidence thus collected
into a connected story, attractive to the public, requires the
hand of a master of the art of narrative.

This the Publishers and Editor believe they have found
in that of Sir Herbert Maxwell, whose development of a
splendid theme is now submitted to the public.

W. A. LINDSAY.
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28 THE HOUSE OF DOUGLAS

you know what the matters amount to in regard to him
personally.”!  Writing again a little later the Constable
says: “ Sir William de Douglas has not kept the covenants
he made with Sir Henry de Percy; he is in your castle of
Berwick in my keeping, and he is still very savage and
very abusive [uncore mout sawvage e mout arailles], but 1
shall keep him in such wise that, if it please God, he shall
not escape.”

After Wallace’s victory over Surrey and Cressingham
at Stirling [11th September 1297] the English evacuated
Berwick, taking with them their prisoner Douglas, who,
being committed to the Tower of London, died there some
time before January 1299, in which month King Edward
directed the restoration of her dower lands to Dame Eleanor.?
But the lands of Douglasdale were bestowed upon Sir Robert
de Clifford. There were still arrears of £81 due by the
deceased, in respect of the fine for abducting Dame Eleanor;
this sum the Sheriff of Northumberland was ordered to levy
off Douglas’s former estate of Fawdon.?

Sir William de Douglas left three sons—(1) James [vii.],
by his first wife Elizabeth Stuart; (2) Hugh [viii.], and (3)
Archibald [ix.], by his second wife, Eleanor de Ferrers.

1 Stevenson, ii. 205. 2 Bain, ii. 269. 3 Jbid., 437.
































































































64 THE HOUSE ' OF DOUGLAS

The King’s heart was recovered afgl brought home by
Sir William de Keith and Sir Simon Lockhart, who buried
it in Melrose Abbey.! Home, too, was brought the body
of the Black Douglas, and was laid in St. Bride’s Church
at Douglas, under a canopied tomb in the flamboyant style.
Barbour, who wrote something less than fifty years after Sir
James’s death, has sketched for us his portrait from hear-
say—

“®Bot he was nocht sz far? that we

8ot, quha in battale micht him se,
All othir contthans had he,

And in spek nlispit he sumbdele®

8ot that sat him richt wondir wele.”?

At Douglas Castle lies a sword blade, said to have been
given to the Good Sir James by his King. Possibly it is
genuine, but the verses as given below, bitten into it by
acid, are certainly of later date, as shown by the Roman
characters, by the mention of many good men of one
surname, and by the reference to the commission about
the heart. In King Robert’s days surnames were just

1 Popular tradition connects Sir Simon Lockhart of Lee with this duty, but
there is no foundation for the fanciful etymology of the name Lockhart, guasi
lock-heart. There were Locards in Scotland long before 1330,—witness the
charteg by Humphrey de Bohun, Earl of Hereford, granted at Lochmaben in
1307, ;xring his brief lordship of Annandale, to Sir Bartholomew Denefaud, con-
veying the lands of Hotone and Lokardebi [I{utton and Lockerby). Analogy
to the misleading suggestion contained in the spelling Lockhart may be detected
in that of ‘‘sweet-heart,” which should be written “‘swcetard,” a derivative of
‘‘sweet ” just as *‘sluggard,” ‘‘ coward,” * drunkard ” are derivatives of ‘‘slug,”
old French o, a tail, and *‘drunk.”

2 Fair, 3 Well made. 4 Shoulders broad.

® Lean. ¢ Lisped a little. 1 The Brus, v. 107.









THE SWORD OF DOUGLAS .65

becoming fixed, and but few had borne the territorial
name of Douglas— »

SO MONY GVID AS OF THE DOVGLAS BEINE,
OF ANE SURNAME WAS NEVER IN SCOTLAND SEINE.

I WIL YE CHARGE, EFTER THA’]..' I DEPART,
TO HOLY GRAVFE, AND THAIR BVRY MY HART;

LET IT REMAIN EVER, BOTH TYME AND HOVR,
TO THE LAST DAY I SIE MY SAVIOVR.

SO I PROTEST IN TYME OF AL MY RINGE,!
YE LYK SUBJECTIS HAD NEVER ONY KEING.

! Reign.

VOL. L. E
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ALREADY the Douglas pedigree is becoming an intricate
affair.
There is no record extant of the marriage of the Good
Sir James. Hume of Godscroft merely states that he left
two natural sons, William and Archibald, and

viii. Wil-
liam, Lord of
Douglas,
dled 1333.

that William was the renowned Knight of Liddes-
dale, known as “ the Flower of Chivalry ” [xxviii.].
In pointing out this error Sir William Fraser

argues that William must have been born in wedlock,
































































































o8 THE HOUSE OF DOUGLAS

of Privileges decided that Queen Mary's charter of 1565
conveyed to Lord Erskine the lands of the ancient earldom
[comitatus], it held at the same time that it did not
restore to him the dignity of an ear], and that this must
have been done by a separate act of Queen Mary, which,
not being extant now, may be presumed to have contained
a limitation to heirs-male, the original earldom having been
to heirs-general. The grandson of the 8th Earl of Mar
under the creation of 1565 had assumed the ancient
earldlom. He was the son of Frances Jemima, daughter
of the 8th earl, by her husband William James Goodeve,
and asserted that when his first cousin, gth Earl of Mar
and 11th Earl of Kellie, was succeeded in 1866 by Ais
first cousin, Walter Coningsby Erskine, as 12th Earl of
Kellie, the earldom of Mar reverted to him as heir-general.
A Committee of the House of Lords was appointed to
consider a bill restoring the ancient earldom of Mar to
John Francis Erskine Goodeve-Erskine. After a hearing
which lasted five days, the committee passed the preamble
. of the bill, Lord Redesdale alone dissenting. The bill

passed through Parliament and restored the Earl of Mar
as successor to Isabel, Countess of Mar; whereby Queen
Victoria did, as it was supposed until 1875 Queen Mary
had done, namely, restored the heir of the house of Mar
to one of the oldest dignities in Europe.






















































CHAPTER V

race

114 xiii. Sir Archibald ‘‘the Grim,”
3rd Earl of Douglas, Earl of
Wigtown and Lord of Gallo-
way, ¢. 1325~1400.

115 Taken prisoner at Poitiers, 1356.

116 Appointed Constable of Edinburgh
Castle, ¢. 1361.

116 Sent as envoy to France, 1369.

117 Receives the lordship of Galloway,
1369.

118 Purchases the earldom of Wig-
town, 1372.

118 Marries Joanna Moray, heiress of
Bothwell, 1371.

119 Builds the Castle of the Thrieve,
¢ 1372-1379.

120 Amends the codes of Galloway and
the Marches, 1385.

121 Succeeds as 3rd Earl of Douglas,
1388.

TAGE
121 Invades England with the Earl of
Fife, 1389.
122 Stands umpire in a duel, ¢
' 1395.

122 Refuses a dukedom, 1398.

122 Anarchy in Scotland, 1398,

123 The Duke of Rothesay’s marriage,

1400.

124 Death of Archibald “‘the Grim,”
1400.

126 xiv. Sir William Douglas, Lord
of Nithsdale, 0d. ¢. 1392.

127 Marries Egidia, daughter of Ro-
bert 11., 1387.

127 Expedition to Ireland, 1388,

128 Killed at Dantzig, ¢. 1392.

128 xv. Sir William Douglas, 2nd
Lord of Nithsdale, ¢. 1388-
¢. 1408.

ON the death of the 2nd Earl of Douglas the estates
reverted under entail to Sir Archibald “ the Grim,”! Lord of
Galloway, of whom mention has been made al-

xiil. Sir
f}::ﬂéwd:" ready in these pages. He was the natural son
vinens of the Good Sir James [viii] by an unknown

Douglas, Earl mother. Godscroft, reversing the process where-
Lord of Gallo- by Barbour, for greater symmetry of narrative,

By rolled three separate Robert Bruces, Lords of
138512400, Annandale, into one Robert de Brus, has divided

But that

1 ¢¢He was callit Archibald Grym be the Englismen, becaus of his terrible
countenance in weirfair.”—Sir Richard Maitland’s MS., quoted by Fraser, i.
321.

this Archibald into three separate individuals.
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148 THE HOUSE OF DOUGLAS

bestowed the duchy, to which the 5th Earl of Douglas [xvii.]
was legitimate heir, upon Louis, King of Sicily, and no
income ever accrued from Touraine to the Douglases after
the death of Archibald at Verneuil, although the 5th and
6th Earls of Douglas continued to use the title. King
Charles excused himself by explaining that it had been
reported to him that the 5th earl had died in Scotland in
1425, never having done homage for the duchy, which
accordingly reverted to the Crown.

The date of Duchess Margaret’s death was after 1450,
when she resigned the lordship of Galloway, and before
1456, when she is referred to as deceased! Her tomb
in the chancel of Lincluden, a beautiful example of flam-
boyant gothic, rich in heraldic ornament, bears the legend,
“ A l'aide de Dieu,” and the following inscription :—

“¥Pic jacet dfix margarets :
tegis : scocie : filin : quodd
comitissa De douglas :
bftn : galibidie : et : pallis
annandic.” 7

Y Exchequer Rolls, vi. 196.
3 Here lies the Lady Margaret, daughter of the King of Scotland, sometime
Countess of Douglas and Lady of Galloway and Annandale,





















































































































































































































THE LOCHMABEN STONE 207

As to the date of this event, Taliessin seems to be
telling of something which has just happened. His own
era may be pretty accurately fixed as early in the seventh
century, for he speaks elsewhere of the Welsh leader
Brochmail as being contemporary with himself; and we
know from Bede (Ecclesiastical History, chap. ii.) that
Brochmail was present at the battle of Chester in 607.
So we may assume that there was at least one warrior of
the name of Mabon, who gave his name both to the district
of Lochmaben and also to the Lochmaben Stone, towards
the close of the sixth or beginning of the seventh century.

A thousand years later it was the recognised place of
muster for the royal levies of Dumfries and Galloway, and
remained so until the union of the two kingdoms.

The Lochmaben Stone is just one of those historical
relics, of more than local interest, which ought to be placed
without delay under the protection of the Ancient Monu-
ments Act.





































































228 THE HOUSE OF DOUGLAS

King Robert granted him £20 a year from the customs
of Haddington,! and six years later he received from
the King charters of the barony of Lugton in Mid-
lothian? and of the castle and lands of Lochleven in Kin-
ross,® whence his descendants received their style and
title,
Sir Henry died before the end of 1393, being survived

by his widow.

1 Morton, i. p. xxxvii. 2 Jtdd., ii. 167.

3 [bid., 168. ¢ Jbid., i p. xl.



CHAPTER X

PAGE

229 xxx. Sir James Douglas of Dal-
keith and Morton, ¢. 1355-
1

229 Marries Agnes of Dunbar, 1372.

231 Founds the Collegiate Church of
Dalkeith, June 1406.

232 His death, 1420.

232 His will, 1390-1392.

235 xxxi. Sir James Douglas, 1st
Lord Dalkeith, c.1372—c. 1441.

236 Created a Lord of Parliament.

236 His death, c. 1441.

237 xxxii. Sir James Douglas, 2nd
Lord Dalkeith,

237 Marries Elizabeth Gifford.

238 xxxiii. Sir James Douglas, Ist
Earl of Morton, 3rd Lord
Dalkeith, 0b. c. 1504.

PAGE

238 Created Earl of Morton, 1458.

238 Marries Lady Joan, daughter of
James 1., 1458.

239 His death, ¢. 1504.

240 xxxiv. Sir John Douglas, 2nd
Earl of Morton, 4th Lord
Dalkeith, 0é. ¢. 1528.

242 Marries Janet Crichton.

242 His death, ¢, 1528,

242 xxxv. James Douglas, 3rd Earl
of Morton, 5th Lord Dalkeith,

243 Marries Katherine Stuart.

243 Deprived of his earldom and lands,
17th October 1540.

244 Deprivation of Douglas of Loch-
leven, January 1541.

245 Morton is restored, 24th April 1543.

245 His death, 1552,

IN accordance with the provisions of the will of the Knight
of Liddesdale, his possessions passed to James, the eldest
xxx. Sir son of his brother John, by his wife Agnes
l-';::;) 31‘2‘&.. Monfode. But in these possessions were not
and Morton, included Hermitage and Liddesdale, which were
ob. 140, held to revert to the Crown in consequence of
the deceased knight’s treasonable acceptance of them from
the King of England, and were conferred by King David
upon William, Lord of Douglas [xi.]J! Sir James Douglas
therefore became at once a very extensive landowner, and
Marries immensely increased his wealth by marrying,
Aguesof Dun- in 1372, Agnes, daughter of “ Black Agnes”
Ban17  of Dunbar, the famous Countess of March,?
who brought as her dowry not only the lands of

! Fraser, iii. 360. 3 Morton, ii. 100, 102.






























INSANITY OF 280 LORD DALKEITH 237

William Borthwick! of that ilk, by whom he had a son
William. Upon his father’s death, ¢. 1440, this Sir William
became proprietor of Morton and Whittinghame, and pro-
genitor of the family of Douglas of Whittinghame, a line
which ended in an heiress Elizabeth, who married
Alexander Seton, Viscount Kingston. Lady Kingston’s
daughter married Hay of Drummelzier, whose descendants
became the lineal representatives of Douglas of Whitting-
hame in this country? 1In 1474 Sir William Douglas
renounced his right to the lordship of Morton in favour of
James, 1st Earl of Morton [xxxiii.]3

Lord Dalkeith’s second wife survived him, and married
the Admiral of Scotland, Sir George Crichton, Earl of
Caithness.

James, 2nd Lord Dalkeith, married Elizabeth, daughter

of James Gifford of Sheriffhall; but having be-
xxxii, Sir . . . et X
James Dong- come insane during his father’s lifetime, upon his
AnmdLord succeeding in 1441, the King appointed James
Gifford, Lady Dalkeith’s brother, his curator for

nineteen years, with full powers to administer the estates
and to collect the rentst* By the same instrument
Gifford was constituted constable of Dalkeith Castle, a
stronghold of considerable importance to that party in the
kingdom which should hold it in those days of dissen-
sion. Consequently King James’s Government spent con-
siderable sums in repairs and upkeep during the tutelary of
Gifford, the bills for iron, Prussian timber, etc., amounting
to £122, 15s. 5d. during the years 1444—14455

Lord Dalkeith left two children by his wife—(1) James
[xxxiii.], who succeeded him, and (2) Beatrix, who married

1 Morton, ii. 330.

2 The male line is still represented by Carl Wilhelm, Count Douglas [born in
1824), premier gentilhomme de la chambre to the King of Sweden. Count
Douglas traces his descent from Patrick Douglas of Standing Stones, sprung from
a younger brother of Douglas of Whittinghame. Patrick’s son Robert [born in
1611] served under Gustavus Adolphus ; was created Baron of Skalby in 1651,
Count of Scheningen in 1654, and Field-Marshal in 1657.

3 Morton, ii. 207. $ Exchequer Rolls, v. 146 et passim.

5 2b¢d., 207-209.


























































































































































































- THE EXIT OF A VILLAIN 293

the act deposing him from the parsonage of Glasgow for
neglect of duty and absence from his parish. He died
somewhere about the beginning of the seventeenth century.

His wife was Lady Jane Hepburn, widow of John,
Master of Caithness, but of his offspring there is no record.
The deeper that oblivion descends upon such a rascal,
the better for those in whose veins his blood may run, if
such there be.

Fig. 37.—Seal of Elizabeth Douglas, Countess of Morton.
(W S PpH Z—etp

Fig. 37A.—Signature of Matthew, Earl of Lennox (1565).
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