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PREFACE.

—e

THiS volume has been compiled from the most authentic
sources, after long acquaintance with the affairs of the New
Hebrides Mission, and after a personal visit to the islands
in the mission vessel. It is issued for the information of
the friends of missions and of humanity, and in the hope that
it may aid in promoting the evangelization and civilisation
of Western Polynesia.

The New Hebrides Mission has had its martyrs. It was
there JoaN WiLLIaMS fell while attempting to introduce
Christian missions, and on the same blood-stained Isle of
Eromanga the GORDONS perished in the same cause. Many
native teachers ‘ have hazarded their lives for the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ’ among the savage natives of the
group; and a noble band of Christian missionaries have
braved many dangers to teach a cannibal people the love
of God. Bishop PaATTESON, who was killed at Nukapu, in
another group, is also associated with missionary labour in
the northern islands of the New Hebrides.

It is due to the memory of Christ’s faithful servants
to preserve a record of their work, and the biographical is
therefore interwoven with the historical throughout this
volume.

The recent inhumanities of the labour traffic, the fears
of French occupation of the islands, and the strongly-
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expressed desire of many Australian colonists for the
annexation or protection of the New Hebrides by the
British Crown, give additional interest to the subject of
this book.

The Author has endeavoured to be faithful in his narra-
tive, just in his judgments, and charitable in his views ; and
he therefore hopes to meet with a favourable reception for
his volume. :

His thanks are due to the missionaries who have assisted
him in collecting information, and to the Rev. John Kay
of Edinburgh, who, from a long acquaintance with missions
in the New Hebrides, as the Convener and Secretary of the
Committee in Scotland, has given such intelligent and care-
ful supervision to the publication of this contribution to
the history of missions.
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CHAPTER L

THE NEW HEBRIDES ISLANDS.

‘The constant sun
Had run his faithful round
Beneath the crystal wave of this calm sea ;
And centuries had filled their measure up
‘With quiet morns and peaceful eventides :
An unclad, tawny race, age after age,
Had roved the woods and waters all unchanged.
But men of other life from a far land
Had brought Religion, Enterprise, and Law.
The merchant’s eye, with expectation large,
As oft it scanned the far outstretching point
Of these most charming isles, with anxious gnze,
‘Was often feasted with returning bark
From coast barbaric, or from unknown isle,
Freighted with ocean’s wealth, those pearly drops,
A growth indigenous beneath the flood ;
Or laden with the spoil of mammoth brutes,
That roam the vast Pacific’s liquid fields.’

Tue New Hebrides group of islands was first fully made
known by Captain Cook, who, in the year 1774, exactly
a century ago, spent forty-six days among them. He
found them to lie between 14° 29’ and 20° 16’ south
latitude, and between the meridians 165° 40’ and 1'70° 30’
east longitude. They lie in a direction from S.S.E. to
N.N.W,, and extend over four hundred miles, They are
about two hundred.miles from New Caledonia on the south-
west, and about the same distance from the Solomon Islands
on the north-west. The number of islands in the group
hat are inhabited is thirty, and there are several smaller
A
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CHAPTER L

THE NEW HEBRIDES ISLANDS.

‘The constant sun
Had run his faithful round
Beneath the crystal wave of this calm sea ;
And centuries had filled their measure up
‘With quiet morns and peaceful eventides :
An unclad, tawny race, age after age,
Had roved the woods and waters all unchanged.
But men of other life from a far land
Had brought Religion, Enterprise, and Law.
The merchant’s eye, with expectation large,
As oft it scanned the far outstretching point
Of these most charming isles, with anxious gaze,
‘Was often feasted with returning bark
From coast barbaric, or from unknown isle,
Freighted with ocean’s wealth, those pearly drops,
A growth indigenous beneath the flood ;
Or laden with the spoil of mammoth brutes,
That roam the vast Pacific’s liquid fields.’

Tae New Hebrides group of islands was first fully made
known by Captain Cook, who, in the year 1774, exactly
a century ago, spent forty-six days among them. He
found them to lie between 14° 29’ and 20° 16’ south
latitude, and between the meridians 165° 40’ and 170° 30’
east longitude. They lie in a direction from S.S.E. to
N.N.W., and extend over four hundred miles. They are
about two hundred.miles from New Caledonia on the south-
west, and about the same distance from the Solomon Islands
on the mnorth-west. The number of islands in the group
hat are iunhabited is thirty, and there are several smaller
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‘The constant sun
Had run his faithful round
Beneath the crystal wave of this calm sea ;
And centuries had filled their measure up
‘With quiet morns and peaceful eventides :
An unclad, tawny race, age after age,
Had roved the woods and waters all unchanged.
But men of other life from a far land
Had brought Religion, Enterprise, and Law.
The merchant'’s eye, with expectation large,
As oft it scanned the far outstretching point
Of these most charming isles, with anxious gaze,
‘Was often feasted with returning bark
From coast barbaric, or from unknown isle,
Freighted with ocean’s wealth, those pearly drops,
A growth indigenous beneath the flood ;
Or laden with the spoil of mammoth brutes,
That roam the vast Pacific’s liquid fields.’

THe New Hebrides group of islands was first fully made
known by Captain Cook, who, in the year 1774, exactly
a century ago, spent forty-six days among them. He
found them to lie between 14° 29’ and 20° 16’ south
latitude, and between the meridians 165° 40’ and 1'70° 30’
east longitude. They lie in a direction from S.S.E. to
N.N.W., and extend over four hundred miles. They are
about two hundred.miles from New Caledonia on the south-
west, and about the same distance from the Solomon Islands
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hat are iuhabited is thirty, and there are several smaller
A
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CHAPTER L

THE NEW HEBRIDES ISLANDS.

‘The constant sun
Had run his faithful round
Beneath the crystal wave of this calm sea ;
And centuries had filled their measure up
‘With quiet morns and peaceful eventides :
An unclad, tawny race, age after age,
Had roved the woods and waters all unchanged.
But men of other life from a far land
Had brought Religion, Enterprise, and Law.
The merchant’s eye, with expectation large,
As oft it scanned the far outstretching point
Of these most charming isles, with anxious gaze,
‘Was often feasted with returning bark
From coast barbaric, or from unknown isle,
Freighted with ocean’s wealth, those pearly drops,
A growth indigenous beneath the flood ;
Or laden with the spoil of mammoth brutes,
That roam the vast Pacific’s liquid fields.’

Tee New Hebrides group of islands was first fully made
known by Captain Cook, who, in the year 1774, exactly
a century ago, spent forty-six days among them. He
found them to lie between 14° 29’ and 20° 16’ south
latitude, and between the meridians 165° 40’ and 1'70° 30’
east longitude. They lie in a direction from S.S.E. to
N.N.W,, and extend over four hundred miles. They are
about two hundred.miles from New Caledonia on the south-
west, and about the same distance from the Solomon Islands
on the north-west. The number of islands in the group
hat are inhabited is thirty, and there are several smaller
A
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CHAPTER L

THE NEW HEBRIDES ISLANDS.

‘The constant sun
Had run his faithful round
Buneath the crystal wave of this calm sea ;
And centuries had filled their measure up
With quiet morns and peaceful eventides :
An unclad, tawny race, age after age,
Had roved the woods and waters all unchanged.
But men of other life from a far land
Had brought Religion, Enterprise, and Law.
The merchant’s eye, with expectation large,
As oft it scanned the far outstretching point
Of these most charming isles, with anxious gaze,
‘Was often feasted with returning bark
From coast barbaric, or from unknown isls,
Freighted with ocean’s wealth, those pearly drops,
A growth indigenous beneath the flood ;
Or laden with the spoil of mammoth brutes,
That roam the vast Pacific’s liquid fields.’

THE New Hebrides group of islands was first fully made
known by Captain Cook, who, in the year 1774, exactly
a century ago, spent forty-six days among them. He
found them to lie between 14° 29’ and 20° 16’ south
latitude, and between the meridians 165° 40’ and 170° 30’
east longitude. They lie in a direction from S.S.E. to
N.N.W,, and extend over four hundred miles. They are
about two hundred.miles from New Caledonia on the south-
west, and about the same distance from the Solomon Islands
on the north-west. The number of islands in the group

t are inhabited is thirty, and there are several smaller

A
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ones in the vicinity of the larger. Though Captain Cook
had the honour of naming the group, and of discovering
the greater part of the islands, he was not the first to sight
them. Spanish mariners had ventured across the Pacific in
- search of another continent to the south two hundred years
before. The first of these, Alvaro Mendina de Meyra, the
nephew of the viceroy of Peru, did not cowme so far south
as the New Hebrides. He discovered in 1568 the Solomon
Isles, to which he gave the name by which they are still
known to geography. Menddna was anxious to revisit the
scene of his discoveries, but it was not till 1595 that he
was able to accomplish a second voyage for the purpose of
founding a Spanish colony on the Solomon Isles. He had
with him on this occasion, as first pilot, Pedro Fernandez
de Quiros,! a native of Portugal, and ‘an officer of known
worth.” They failed to find the Solomon group, but dis-
covered islands which they called Marquesas group. Men-
dina died on the voyage, and although, according to his
wish, his wife Dona Isabella, who had accompanied him,
was left in command, the real duty devolved upon Quiros.
Sickness on board, and storms at sea, made great havoc on
the fleet of four vessels and four hundred persons. Two
vessels were lost shortly after setting sail, but Quiros by
his firmness maintained discipline among the discouraged
crew, inspired the seamen with an ardour which triumphs
over obstacles, and, with crazy vessels, having famine on
board, and navigating in seas little known, succeeded in
taking back to Manilla the miserable remains of his fleet.’?

‘When he reached Peru, he memorialized the viceroy to
furnish him with a fleet for discovering the great southern

1 Markham, in his Cruise of the Rosario, says that Quiros was with
MendAna on his first voyage ; but this cannot be accepted, as Quiros was
born in 1560, and would only have been eight years old at the time. See
the Nouvelle Biograhpie Générale, vol. xli. p. 291, for the date.

3 Account of a Memorial presented to His Majesty by Captain Pedro
Fernandez de Quir, concerning the Population and Discovery of the Fourth
Part of the World, Australia the Unknown, its great riches and fertility,
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continent, which he maintained on scientific grounds to
have existence ‘to act as a balance in the southern hemi-
sphere” The viceroy did not feel at liberty to grant his
request, but gave him letters to the king of Spain, and
advised him to go to Madrid. The king received him .
favourably, ordered him to be furnished with two vessels for
his expedition, and invested him with all needful authority.
He returned to Peru, where two ships were assigned to
him,—one commanded by himself, and the other by Louis
Varz de Torres. They left the South American port on
the 31st December 1605. The Society and Duff Isles
were passed, and a landing was effected on Taumaco,
where four persons were deliberately kidnapped to act as
interpreters. On 30th April 1606, land was sighted to
the south-east, and it was at once supposed to be the great
southern continent. It was the largest island of the New
Hebrides group; but as its insular character was unknown
to Quiros, he called it Tierra Australis del Espirituw Santo.
The vessels were anchored in a port at the head of a
splendid bay, into which a river flowed. The port was
called Vera Cruz, and the river was named the Jordan.
The hopeful commander landed and laid out a site for a
city, to be called the New Jerusalem. The natives at first
were friendly, but misunderstandings arose, and several of
them were shot, chiefly by order of Torres, who seems to
have quarrelled with Quiros. It was therefore resolved to
leave the island. The vessels encountered a gale as they
attempted to clear the bay. Torres was obliged to put
back, and on resuming his voyage sailed westward, sighted
Australia, and passed through the strait to the north,

discovered by the same Captain. Translated from the Spanish, with an
Introductory Notice, by W. A. Duncan, Esq., Sydney, 1874, This interest-
ing document is said by Mr. Duncan to be now translated for the first time,
but this is a mistake, The extracts given in this chapter were copied by
me from a previous translation printed many years ago. Burney in his
Chronological History of Discoveries in the South Sea, published in 1503,
gives also extracts comprising most of the memorial.
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which still bears his name. Quiros sailed for Mexico,
which seemed a strange thing to do so early in the voyage
of discovery. It has since been learned that his men
mutinied, and that he was obliged to return to America.
When the adventurous voyager got back, he was most
anxious to fit out another expedition, and went again to
Spain to prosecute his object. He presented, it is said,
many memoirs to Philip 11, which contained a most
inflated description of his discoveries. ¢ Your majesty may
be assured,’ he said in the chief one, ‘that the extent of
these countries exceeds that of Europe, Asia Minor, the
Caspian Sea, and Persia, together with the islands of the
Mediterranean and Atlantic, including England and
Ireland. These countries, unknown till our time, occupy
one quarter of the earth’s surface; and all the kingdoms
submitted to your majesty’s dominion, all your possessions,
do not equal one-half of this new part of the world, which
has an additional advantage in being at a distance from the
Turks and Moors, and other nations whose restless activity
inclines them always to make war upon their neighbours.
These countries are all situated in the torrid zone, and a
great part extends even to the equinoctial line. Their
whole extent may, perhaps, be about ninety degrees, and
in some parts rather more; and if the success of the
undertaking proves answerable to my expectations, the
Spaniards will have establishments and large cities in
countries which are the antipodes to a great part of Africa,
and the whole of Europe and Asia, and not inferior to
them in magnitude.

‘I entreat your majesty to observe that since the
countries discovered by me in 15° south latitude (Zierra
Australis del Espiritu Santo) are richer and more fertile
than Spain, those that are situated in a corresponding

! A letter to the king of Spain from Diego de Prado, an officer on board,
dated Goa, 1613, proves this, See Markham’s Cruise of the Rosario,
P 24
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latitude in the southern hemisphere ought, by proportion
and analogy, to be an earthly paradise.

‘ These countries are as populous as they are fertile.
There are among the inhabitants several different races of
men,—black, white, mulatto, tawny, and copper-coloured,
with several other shades more or less approaching these:
Some of them have their hair black, long, and lank ; others
woolly and thick; and others flaxen and shining. These
varieties of species prove that they either have now, or had
formerly, intercourse with various people; and this con-
sideration alone leads us to conclude that the population of
those countries is very great.’

He then goes on in the same high-sounding language to
refer to their works of art in wood, stone, and pear], and
declares that the other captain® had seen some goats, and
that the natives made him understand that they had know-
ledge both of cows and buffaloes! Silver and pearls he had
himself seen, and the other captain had seen gold! ¢ These
three objects are the most valuable productions which
nature has afforded to our globe.” Indigo and sugar could
be manufactured on the banks of goodly rivers; and as
bees had been seen, there could be no want of honey! All
this rhodomontade was to prove ‘to His Majesty that this
Tierra Australis del Espiritu Santo was the most delicious
country in the world, the garden of Eden, the inexhaustible
source of glory, riches, and power to Spain !’

A thousand vessels, he stated, could anchor in the har-
bour of Vera Cruz. Millions of birds announced the rising
of the sun. The air was perfumed with all kinds of odours
from flowers. The climate was uniform and temperate,
and no snow lay on the summits of the mountains! It
would soon be the resort of Europeans, and have an
immense trade. Nobody would know fatigue there. No
crocodiles were in the rivers, and no mosquitoes on the land !
Dangers would be unknown! He stated also that he had

1 That is Torres whom he thus styles.
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raised a cross and set up a church of our Lady of Loretto;
in which twenty masses were said. ‘I gained the jubilee
conceded on the day of Pentecost, and formed a solemn
procession on Corpus Christi day, in which I dignified these
lands by walking, preceded by the most holy sacrament
and the standard of your Majesty.’

Quiros met with poor success at the Spanish court.
¢ The feeble descendant of Charles v.’ says Mr. Duncan,
* was deaf to his entreaties, or if he obtained some assist-
ance, it appears to have been wholly disproportioned to the
greatness of his enterprise. After having consumed several
years in attempts to obtain the means of carrying out his
great project, he resolved to return to Lima, and with what
means he had been able to collect, attempt & new voyage ;
but he never reached that city. He died at Panama in
1614’1

Australia was discovered by the Dutch navigator TASMAN,
about the same place where Torres saw it and in the same
year; but neither of these captains had knowledge of the
discovery made. No Spanish ship followed in the track
of the brave and enthusiastic Quiros. His inflated account
did not tempt a people proverbially chivalrous, and filled
at that time with great desire for the glory of discovery
and conquest. It was left to our own illustrious navigator,
Captain Cook, to lay down a general outline of Terra
Australis Incognita.

It was one hundred and fifty years after the expedition
of Quiros before another adventurous mariner approached
Espiritu Santo. LE MAIRE and SCHONTEN steered farther
north in 1616, and so did Tasman in 1642. Dampier did
not sight the New Hebrides in his voyage round the world,
and CARTERET was no nearer than the Swallow Isles, which
he discovered in 1767. But in the year 1768, BougaIN-
VILLE, commissioned by the king of France, got very nearly

! Commander Markham, in his Cruise of the Rosario, makes the date of
the death of Quiros 1616 ; see p. 25.
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on the track of Quiros. He had two vessels, the Bondeuse
and Z'Etoile. He discovered the islands of Aurora and
Pentecost on the 22d' May 1768, and a monumental isle,
which he named Pic de I'Etotle ; but Quiros had seen this
one hundred and fifty years before, and called it Nuestra
Senora de la Luz. Bougainville also landed on the island
which he misnamed by the epithet Leper's Isle, from ob-
serving some of the natives with skin diseases—a very
comwon gight. The next day land appeared on all sides
of the vessels, and the commander called the group L’ Archi-
pel des Grandes Cyclades. He then sailed by St. Bartholo-
mew'’s Isle between Mallicollo and Espiritu Santo. His own
name remains in Bougainville Passage or Strait, between
St. Bartholomew and Mallicollo Islands.

In the year 1774, the great English navigator, Captain
Cook, then on his second voyage, sailed twice through the
group, and discovered all the other islands to the south.
His descriptions are the very opposite of those of Quiros,
and are so accurate that at the present day they are, for
the most part, literally true both of the islands and the
people. Captain Cook was anxious to get the native names
of islands, and it is remarkable how, in so many strange
tongues that met his ear, he caught the exact names of such
a number. What a sight must have met his eye as he
approached the island which he called Sandwich, in honour
of his patron the Earl of Sandwich, First Lord of the
Admiralty! In 1874, in the same position, the writer saw
at once seventeen of these isles, from the conical volcano of
Lopevi, 5000 feet high, in the north, to the terraced lawns
of Faté on the south ;  summer isles of Eden, in dark purple
spheres of sea!’

Cook gave the name NEw HEBRIDES to the whole group,
but he selected five small isles in the centre which he

1 This is the date given in Bougsinville's voyage as translated from the
French by Forster. Commander Markham, in his Cruise of the Rosario,
says it was the 4th May. ‘It was Whitsunday 1768.
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named ‘ The Shepherd Isles,’ in honour of his distinguished
friend Dr. Shepherd, then professor of astronomy at Cam-
bridge. Another he named Montague Island, one Hitchin-
brook, and a rocky pillar The Monument. Cook’s intercourse
with the islanders was, for the most part, humane; and he
added largely to the knowledge of them by the description
he gave in his published works. In this he was aided by
the learned Forsters, who accompanied him as naturalists.
In some languages they picked up as many as eighty words
on one island. The unfortunate LA PEROUSE passed through
a part of the group in 1788, and perished off Vanikoro to
the north—a fact not known for forty years, though two
vessels under Captain D’ENTRECASTEAUX were sent in 1793
to make inquiry after his fate. The volcano of Tanna was
sighted by them as they passed. The well-known Captain
BLiGH, after the mutiny of the Bounty, sailed in his open
boat through the Banks’ Islands, north of the New Hebrides,
but did not land.

Little, however, was added to the geography of these isles
since the days of Cook till Captain BELCHER in H.M.S.
Sulphur sailed in 1840; and till Captain ERSKINE in
HM.S. Havannah in 1849-50 discovered and named
Havannah harbour in Faté. Captain DENHAM in H.M.S.
Herald made a surveying trip in 1853—-54, which was of
very great service to future navigators. Very frequently
have Her Majesty’s ships sailed through the group during
later years. Captain ERSKINE published the journal of his
cruise in 1853; and Captain PALMER and Commander
MAxrKHAM, in two separate works, have lately given their
journals of successive cruises in H.M.S. Rosario, in connec-
tion with the kidnapping of natives for plantations in
Queensland and Fiji. Zhe Cruise of HM.S. Curagoa in
1865, by the late Mr. JuLlus BRENCHLEY, has been an
important addition. It was published in 1873.

Mission ships have also frequently sailed through the
group during the pest fifty years, and many trading vessels
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have called at the islands since Captain Cook’s voyages
made them known to the world.

The thirty islands of the group differ considerably in
size. Aneityum is the most southerly, in latitude 20°, and
in east longitude 170°. It is diversified by mountains and
ravines, wooded hills and barren tracts. The mountains
rise to the height of 3000 feet. Inland there appear

¢ Majestic woods of ever vigorous green,
Stage above stage high waving o’er the hills,
Or to the far horizon wide diffused
A boundless deep immensity of shade :
Here lofty trees, to ancient song unknown,
The noble sons of potent heat and floods
Down rushing from the clouds, rear high to heaven
Their thorny stems, and broad around them throw
Meridian gloom.’

Aneityum is 40 miles in circumference. Tanna, to the
north-west, is about ‘30 miles long by 9 to 12 broad, with
a circumference of 80 miles, 1It, too, is mountainous and
wooded, and remarkably fertile. Eromanga, to the north-
west, has a circumference of 75 miles.” Faté or Sandwich,
a beautiful island, is about the same size. Mallicollo is
60 miles long and 150 in circumference. Api was esti-
mated by Captain Cook to be between 50 and 60 miles
round. Ambrym, a picturesque and fertile island, with an
active volcano, has a circumference of 60 miles, and lies
16 miles to the north of Api. Pentecost, to the north, is
25 miles in length. Leper’s Isle, to the north-west, is
smaller, being only 12 miles long. Aurora is 30 miles in
length from north to south, and about 7 miles from east to
west. St. Bartholomew’s Isle lies between Mallicollo and
Espiritu Santo, and is about 11 miles long. Espiritu
Santo, the most northern of the group, is also the largest,
being 70 miles long by 40 broad, with grand mountains
richly wooded, and large tracts of good land, covered with
dense vegetation. The other islands in the New Hebrides
are small, but are not devoid of beauty or fertility.
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The New Hebrides consist of volcanic islands, in the
centre of two of the largest coral groups to be found in the
world. Though coral rocks abound in all, and reefs are
existing on a small scale, it is remarkable that they
are not surrounded by the coral reefs which distinguish
so many islands in the Pacific Ocean. This is owing
to their volcanic nature. Professor Dana says that
the heat transfused through the waters by the volcanic
action and submarine eruption destroyed the coral zoo-
phytes!

Volcanoes must have existed more or less in all the
islands. Several have very distinct marks of burnt-out
craters, while all have the volcanic rock. There are now
three volcanoes in action. Tanna, in the south, which is
the largest and most violent; Lopevi and Ambrym to the
north. On Tanna are boiling sulphur springs, and the
water rushes into the sea so hot in many places that the
netives boil their yams in it. There is also a large deposit
of sulphur near the volcano. The sounds of this burning
mountain are still heard as in the days of Cook, and there
is the pillar of smoke by day and then the pillar of fire by
night. The volcano is the great lighthouse of the southern
isles, and every three or four minutes bursts forth with
greater brilliancy, like a revolving light.

Volcanic action is almost exactly in the direction of the
group of islands, and & line drawn from Tanna in a north-
westerly course would pass through Lopevi and Ambrym,
and go on through the volcano of Ureparapara, the boiling
springs of Vaniia Lava, and the active volcano of Tinakfila
in the Banks’ group. This line has the largest islands on
either side,® and extends 600 miles.

Wherever the volcanic islands are found in Polynesia
they are the result of subterranean activity. They have
been elevated by it to the height they have attained.

1 Dana’s Corals and Coral Islands.
? Markham's Cruise of the Rosario, p. 236. .
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Volcanoes, according to Mr. Darwin,! are all placed in areas
where the surface of the earth has been elevated, or at least
stationary ; they are never found where the land has been,
or is being lowered. In some of the New Hebrides, as in
the island of Fotuna, for instance, there are distinct marks
of several upheavals. The coral rock has been projected
to a great height. And to a considerable height the
volcanic rock appears cropping out amidst the surrounding
coral. The coral was all built at a depth of twenty or
twenty-five fathoms from the surface. Wherever we find
coral rocks lower than that, there has been a depression, as
is the case in all the reefs and islands of the Pacific; and
wherever the coral is above the sea level, there must have
been an elevation as in the case of the volcanic islands.
The volcano does not accompany the atoll, or encircling
reef, but is found in company with fringing reefs. The
volcanoes are, as it were, on the edges of the great coral
masses ; the subterranean force lifted up the edges, while
the central part subsided. This theory of Mr. Darwin is
ingenious, and has long been held by him.

‘What time must have elapsed in the formation of these
great masses of coral ! The barrier reef on the north-east
coast of Australia is one thousand miles long—an accumu-
lation of limestone rock without a parallel in the world.
Yet this is merely a fragment of what exists. If the coral
zoophytes build only an inch a year, how many thousand
years must have elapsed ere they elaborated those vast
rocks !

¢ Ehrenberg,’ says Mr. Darwin, ¢ saw certain large massive
corals in the Red Sea, which he imagines to be of such vast
antiquity that they might have been beheld by Pharaoh ;
and, according to Sir C. Lyell, there are certain corals at

1 Darwin on The Structure and Distribution of Coral Reefs, p. 184, second
edition. ‘This brilliant discovery of Mr. Darwin was made public thirty
years sgo,’ says Professor Huxley in his lecture on Coral and Coral Re¢fs in

the Manchester science lectures. The New Hebrides have not yet been
examined by geologists, which is much to be regretted.
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Bermuda which are known by tradition to have been living
for centuries. To show how slowly coral reefs grow up-
wards, Captain Beechey has adduced the case of the Dolphin
Reef, off Tahiti, which has remained at the same depth
beneath the surface, namely, about two fathoms and a half,
for a period of sixty-seven years. There are reefs in the
Red Sea which certainly do not appear to have increased
in dimensions during the last half century, and, from the
comparison of old charts with recent surveys, probably not
during the last two hundred years. These and other
similar facts have so strongly impressed many with the
belief of the extreme slowness of the growth of corals, that
they have even doubted the possibility of islands in the
great oceans having been formed by their agency. Others,
again, who have not been overwhelmed with this difficulty,
have admitted that it would require thousands and tens of
thousands of years to form a mass even of inconsiderable
thickness ; but the subject has not, I believe, been viewed
in the proper light.'!

Professor Huxley also remarks that ¢ there is no doubt
whatever that the sea faces of some of them are fully a
thousand feet high, and if you take the reckoning of an
inch a year, that will give you 12,000 years for the age of
that particular pyramid or cone of coral limestone : 12,000
long years have these creatures been labouring in con-
ditions which must have been substantially the same as
they are now, otherwise the polypes could not have con-
tinued their work. But I believe I very much under-
state both the height of some of these masses, and over-
state the amount which these animals can form in the
course of a year; so that you might very safely double
this period as the time during which the Pacific Ocean,

1 Darwin on The Structure and Distribution of Coral Recfs, second edition,
p- 95. He also says (p. 86) : * The total number of species of coral in the
circumtropical seas must be very great; in the Red Sea alone, 120 kinds,
according to Ehrenberg, have been observed.’
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the general state of the climate, and the sea, and the
temperature, have been substantially what they are now;
and yet that state of things which now obtains in the
Pacific Ocean is the yesterday of the history of the life of
the globe.’?

Professor Dana does not agree with Mr. Darwin in the
view ‘ that the areas of active volcanoes in general are areas
of elevation and not of subsidence; nor in the inference
that reefs are absent from the shores of islands of recent
volcanic action on this account.’ *These,” he says, ‘do not
accord with the facts stated,—for example, the condition of
Maiii, that it has no reefs on the larger half, that of the
volcanic cone of recent action ; but has them on the other
half, whose fires were long since extinct; for it is not pro-
bable that the one end has been undergoing elevation and
the other subsidence’? That island, Professor Dana says,
‘consists of two peninsulas: one, the eastern, recent vol-
canic in character, with a large crater at the summit; and
the other, the western, presenting every evidence, in its
gorges, peaks, and absence of volcanic cones, of having
become extinct ages ago. In conformity with the view
expressed, the coral reefs are confined almost exclusively to
the latter peninsula.’

On the island of Tanna, whose volcano is one of the
largest in the Pacific, coral reefs exist on the south-eastern
side. The learned and accurate Forster, who accompanied
Captain Cook when the island was discovered in 1774,

1 Manchester science lectures, Coral and Coral Reefs, by Professor Huxley.
Dr. Bennett of Sydney assured Mr. Darwin that he found much coral at a
great altitude, and which he cousidered of recent origin, in the islunds of
the New Hebrides. See Darwin, 176.

? Dana, w supra, p. 303. He says that coral is made by four organisms—
1. Polyps, the most important of coral-making animals. 2. Hydroids, which
make the common large corals—millepores. 3. Bryozoans, the lowest tribe
of molluscs, which produce delicate corals, These abounded in the Palsozoic
period, and some beds of limestone are half composed of them. 4. Aigae,
which in some kinds are hardly distingnished from coral, except that they
have no cells,
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found coral rock and madrepores there, and he remarked
the coral reefs on the whole southern shore, There are
reefs on Ambrym, where there is also an active volcano.
On Aneityum, whose volcanic fires have been long extinct,
there is a small encircling reef. On most of the islands in
the group there are patches of reefs. The growth of these
began, according to the theory of Professor Dana, when the
fires had become nearly or quite extinct.

The same distinguished scientific writer remarks that
‘zoophytes and volcanoes are the land-making agents of
the Pacific. The latter prepare the way by pouring forth
the liquid rock and building up the lofty summit. Quiet
succeeds, and then commences the work of the zoophyte
beneath the sea, while verdure covers the exposed heights.’
On the island of Tanna there are seen masses of vitrified
rock, where the marks of the waves, in which it once flowed,
are still very distinct, and not far from these rocks are
patches of coral reef. In the Hawaian group, ‘the island of
Hawaii, which is still active with volcanic fires, has but
few traces of coral about it, while the westernmost islands,
which have been longest free from such action, have reefs
of considerable extent.’

Mr. Darwin says : ‘ It must be here remarked with regard
to the proofs of both subsidence and elevation, that I do
not judge by the absence or presence or nature of the coral-
reefs round the volcanoes themselves; for, as Dana re-
peatedly insists, the corals may have been there destroyed
or injured by the heat or exhalations, Nor have I taken
into account the presence of upraised organic remains on the
flanks of the volcanoes themselves. I judge from the
position of the active volcanic vents in relation to neigh-
bouring islands and coasts, situated at too great a distance
for any corals growing there to be injured by the eruptions ;
and where, from the presence of atoll-formed or barrier
reefs, or of upraised marine remains, we have reason to
believe that either subsidence or elevation has occurred
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within a recent period.’! Again, he says: ‘It may, I think,
be considered as almost established, that volcanoes are
often present in the areas which have lately risen, or are
still rising, and are invariably absent in those which have
lately subsided or are still subsiding; and this, I think,
is the most important generalization to which the study
of coral reefs has indirectly led me.’?

The soil of volcanic islands is generally very rich and
fertile. This is seen on Tanna and Ambrym, where there
are active volcanoes. It may be said to pervade the New
Hebrides—especially the larger islands, Faté has much
fertile soil, and in the northern islands this also abounds
to a great extent.

The usual tropical plants exist in the New Hebrides.
The bread-fruit, the cocoa-nut palm, the banana, the papua-
apple, the chestnut, are the fruit-bearing trees. Yams grow
to a great size on Tanna, and they are produced on most
of the northern islands. On Aneityum the taro is chiefly
cultivated in marshy spots. Beans grow well there also.
The guava, custard-apple, pine-apple, melon, and orange
have been introduced and grow well. Sugar-cane is largely
planted, and is much used by the natives?

Of animals they have few. The pig is the largest
quadruped. It existed in the time of Captain Cook.
On many of the islands this animal runs wild as well as
domesticated. It is highly prized, and used both for
sacrifices and feasts. And whenever a pig is killed to pro-
pitiate the spirits of the dead, it is always baked and eaten.
Sometimes many are killed and a great feast is ‘held. The
rat is the only other quadruped. There are fowls—chiefly
Malay—which are small. They are ulso eaten; but the

! Darwin on The Structure and Distribution of Coral Reefs, second edition,
i ’l:)trwin, ut supra, p. 187.

3 8ee Contributions to the Phytography of the New Hebrides, from Mr.

F. A. Campbell's collection by the Baron von Miiller, C.M.G., M.D., Ph.D.,
F.R.8., in Year in New Hebrides, appendix.
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people scarcely ever eat the eggs of fowls. They bake
their fowls in a paste or pudding made of bananas, wrapped
up in leaves, and placed on the hot stones of their native
ovens; thus the juice is all preserved, and the meat made
luscious, The native ovens are the same over all the
Pacific, and are very much like what our own ancestors
used for preparing food. A hole is made in the earth,
and loose round stones heated by a fire of wood; the stones
are then taken out, except & number at the bottom, on
which are laid pigs, fowls, yams, or puddings wrapped in
leaves ; some of the stones are laid all over, and the whole
is wrapped again in leaves. They often merely light a fire
of sticks and roast their yams, bananas, or fish on the
top. They cook only once a day, and do it with con-
siderable care. They make puddings of banana, into which
they put cocoa-nut well rasped, and they do the same
with taro,

Their drink, in addition to water, which in some places
is scarce, is the green cocoa-nut juice. This is remarkably
plentiful, and has a pleasant taste. A native knows by
tapping it with his knuckles whether it is in the right
state for drinking; and it is astonishing with what celerity
he can get at his favourite beverage. [He runs up the
branchless tree on all fours, selects his nuts, knocks them
down, then, either with his teeth, which always seem in
excellent order, or with a sharp stick inserted in the
ground, peels off the tough rind, breaks the nut, and,
holding it several inches above his mouth, lets the stream
run in, while he swallows as it runs. Some natives of
Espiritu Santo actually laughed at the writer when he
held the nut to his mouth and drank in the ordinary way.
The pulp when the nut is green is very soft, and is
scraped out with a piece of the shell, and taken with much
relish. When new-born children are deprived of their
mothers they are fed upon the milk and pulp of the cocoa-
nut. In the absence of milk of cows or goats, the juice
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of the nut is sometimes used in tea by mission families,
and really makes an agreeable substitute. Perhaps to the
writer, who only tasted it once, it had more pleasantness
than to those who for months have nothing else.

A sort of intoxicant is also made upon almost all the
islands of the Pacific, but not equally indulged in by the
different tribes. It is made from the roots of the pepper
plant— Piper methysticum. The process of making it is
very disgusting. Boys or young men, as a general rule,
chew it in large mouthfuls, and after it is well mixed with
saliva, place it in a wooden dish, where it is mixed with
water. It is then carefully strained, and the fibrous part,
well squeezed of all its juice, is thrown away. The
strainer is a small piece of the fibrous bark at the stem of
the front of the cocoa palm. When the drink is made, a
cocoa-nutful is presented first to the chief, who sucks it
through a reed. Then others get their share. The boys
get none of the drink, and women are not allowed to taste
it. It stupefies rather than excites. The men eat food by
themselves, and this is generally done at a public-house—
that is, a large hut, called a Kava-house, placed in one of
the squares near a spreading banyan tree, where a whole
village collects, and where palavers are held with other
tribes. Men sleep in huts by themselves, and they
frequently kindle a little fire of sticks near their couches.
They sleep upon a mat on the ground, or sometimes upon
a couch made of cane slightly elevated. Their pillows con-
sist of a stick about an inch in diameter, raised four or six
inches from the ground at one end by forked legs. Thus
the curls of their hair are kept in order, and they take to
the single bar with great comfort. In some huts a few of
similar pillows, reserved for visitors, are hung on the sides.

The men generally go naked, except a small wrapper

[ound the loins. On Tanna, Fotuna, and Aniwa this is
B
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very small, a slight belt with a tuft of rags or grass in
front. On Eromanga the belt is seldom used, but there is
a tuft of grass pendant in front. Farther north, men
wear a girdle of native matting. In the southern islands
the hair is worn long by men, and divided into hundreds
of locks, twined round with a very fine piece of the inner
bark of a plant. These cords are taken to the back of the
head, sometimes to the neck, and the beautiful curls hang
gracefully at the end. As many as seven hundred of
these locks have been counted on a single head. It takes
about five years to complete this costume, which may be
said to be all that they wear. The custom continues on
Tanna and Fotuna, but has been given up on the Christian
islands of Aneityum and Aniwa. On the island of
Eromanga, men wear their hair more bushy, and stick
ornaments in it. Long-toothed combs are much used, and
feathers or plumes of grass. On Faté finely carved combs
are used, and large plumes of feathers. The same prevails
toward the north, the whole tail feathers of cocks of
different colours adorning the bushy hair. Pipes, knives,
and even tobacco are pushed into the curly locks, and are
kept safely. The ears are generally bored, and on Tanna
are either filled with painted sticks an inch in diameter, or
loaded with six or seven tortoiseshell rings. On Espiritu
Santo, and other northern islands of the group, boars’ tusks
are twisted on the arms. On most islands, shells adorn the
arms, and towards the north elaborate armlets are made of
party-coloured beads. Men always go armed with bows
and arrows—the latter in the northern islands are said to
be poisoned; with tomahawks of stone or iron; with
spears often tipped with human bone, and also said to
be poisoned;! with clubs of various forms made of very
hard wood ; and now, on almost all islands, with muskets,

1 It has not been proved by satisfactory evidence that arrows are poisoned.
Dr. Messer, formerly of H.M.8. Pearl, made many inquiries and experiments
without getting proof of poison.
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and sometimes even double-barrelled guns, always loaded
~ and capped. They have other implements of warfare—
such as stones half an arm’s length and two inches in
diameter, thrown with deadly force, and round stones,
slung with great precision. They are all skilful marksmen,
but they aim and then hide behind the trees. The skill of
a Tanna man was tested lately by an officer on one of Her
Majesty’s ships. He sent an arrow exactly to the place
marked in the mast, at a distance of ninety or a hundred
feet from the quarter-deck, and he cut out that arrow by
another aimed at the same point.!

The women rapidly lose their delicate features, and as
wives appear positively ugly. In the five southern islands
they wear a petticoat made of grass or bark, or of the leaves
of the pandanus tree. These leaves are prickly at their
centre and sides, but are carefully chewed and bleached in
water. They then form a soft garment, and look graceful.
They are worn all round, and made to fall below the knee
on Tanna and Aneityum. On Fotuna, mothers only are
allowed to wear them all round. On Eromanga, they are
worn longer, and a sort of dress robe of the same, dyed in
colours, is placed above and trails on end behind, while as
the wearer moves it gives her quite a Grecian bend. On
Faté, women now wear a wrapper of calico, but have their
bosoms uncovered. On Espiritu Santo, the wrapper is very
small, about a handbreadth, and is made of native matting,
with a tail two feet long hanging behind. On most of
these northern islands they wear their hair very short, but
occasionally have a tuft like a cockscomb left from the
brow to the crown. Women are tattooed on Eromanga after
they are betrothed.

Polygamy is practised, though there is a great dispropor-
tion in the sexes. Women are only about sixty per cent.
to the number of males. In a few cases some chiefs have
as many as ten wives, and a man is rich in proportion to

! Markham's Cruise of the Rosario, p. 244.
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the number of his wives, who work for him. On the
island of Aniwa one polygamist had a mother and her
daughter by a former husband as his wives. On Eromanga,
it is the practice to take a dead brother's wives, and to
adopt the children. Many children are betrothed as soon
as they are born, and are married when they come of age,
which is very early in these tropical climes. The women
and children eat and live together. When the boys are
about eight years of age they are circumcised, and removed
among the men. It is not known whence this custom was
derived, but it is universal among the inhabitants of the
southern New Hebrides,! though it is said not to prevail in
the north. Women do not wear so many ornaments as the
men, but they are fond of them, as is natural. The cartilage
of their nose is pierced, and a piece of white shell inserted.
They wear beads and earrings. On Tanna, they have many
tortoiseshell rings hanging from their ears.

The inhabitants of the New Hebrides are Papuan, with
woolly and curly hair, and a coffee-coloured skin. They
are sometimes called Negrillos, to distinguish them from
the negroes, to whom they have some affinity. The
. Eromangans are lowest in the scale, and are more allied to
the negro. The Fatese are much more highly developed
physically, and the inhabitants of Fotuna, Aniwa, and Fila
have a Malay relationship. Towards the north there is an
evident improvement in the physical character of the
islanders. It is difficult to say whence they have come, or
whether they are aboriginal or mixed.

There is no part of the world where there are so many
languages in the same area or among so few people. There
are at least twenty distinct languages on the thirty islands
of the New Hebrides, and on some of the larger islands
there are two or three languages, while on these, and on

1 Mr. Wyatt Gill says that in the eastern islands circumcision takes place
at sixteen years of age, and that it is held indispensable to marriage. See
Sunday Magazine for 1874, p. 876.
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all, there are different dialects of the one language used.
Different words are used for the same objects, and a
different construction prevails in the separate tongues. The
Rev. Joseph Copeland, an accomplished linguist in the New
Hebrides, says that ‘ the words are- hard, long, and full of
consonants. Every syllable does not end in a vowel, as in
the Maori. There are four numbers—singular, dual, trial,
and plural; and a double we, called by grammarians we
inclusive and we exclusive. In the Aneityumese language
all the nouns, with scarcely an exception, begin with in
or n. The verb to be, as in English, conjugates the verbs
through all their moods and tenses, and the nominative is
the last word in the sentence.’?

On the island of Faté there is a language used which,
with dialectical differences only, is spoken on at least ten or
twelve islands. The language used on Fotuna is akin to
that on Aniwa, and, strange to say, akin to that used on the
two islands of Fila and Mel in Pango Bay, Faté. Towards
the north, again, there are separate languages on each
island, and even more on some.

The Rev. John Inglis, long resident on the group, gives
the following interesting details of the languages :—

‘The natives of the South Sea Islands were composed
chiefly of two ruces—the Malay and the Papuan. The
Malay were recognised as of Asiatic origin, and the Papuan
of African. The Malay occupy all the groups of islands in
the Eastern Pacific, the Papuan all the groups in the Western
Pacific south of the line. The Malays have evidently been
a much later migration than the Papuans. They must have
brought a much higher civilisation with them, and they
have lost less of what they brought than the Papuans have
done. In personal appearance the two races are very unlike,
while the languages have nothing apparently in common.

' Rev. Jos. Copeland's Lecture on the New Hebrides Islands, the Natives,
and the Mission, p. 4. See specimens of language in the Appendix of this
work.
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‘ The Malays speak essentially one langnage, with simply
dialectical differences. Among the Papuans, not only is
there a totally different language in every group, but a
different language is spoken on nearly every island, although,
so far as the languages have been examined, there are
underlying resemblances, especially in grammar, indicating
a common source or origin.

‘ There are several striking peculiarities in the language.
In all the islands the natives count, not as we do, by tens,
but by fives. They count the fingers of the one hand up
to five, which on Aneityum they call kikmak—my hand ;
then they proceed with the other hand and say, My hand
and one for six, and so on till they reach ten, which they
express by saying, My two hands. They repeat the same
process with their toes, and for twenty they say, My two
hands and my two feet. All beyond this is—many, a great
many, a great great many, according to the apparent number.
On account of this defective and curious mode of counting,
the missionaries, 8o far as their operations have extended,
have introduced the English numerals, and so far as numera-
tion is concerned, they have taught the natives to speak
English.

¢ Another peculiarity in these languages is, that they are
singularly defective in words that express abstract ideas;
everything is expressed in the concrete—every part of the
body, everything in life, is expressed in the concrete. There
is no such form of word as a hand ; it is nikmak—my hand ;
nikmam—thy hand; nikman—his hand (¥ m =, the ter-
minations of the personal pronouns, being invariably post-
fixed). There is no such form of word as a father; it is
etmak—my father ; eémam—thy father; etman—his father.
There is a word for a tree, it is looked upon as an abstract ;
but branch, leaf, etc., are all concrete. It is inran—its
branch; nerin—its leaf; intisian—its flower; nohwan—its
fruit, ete., n standing for his, hers, and its. The personal
pronouns have four numbers; not only a singular and a
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plural, as with us, but a singular, a dual, a trial, and a
plural—I, we two, we three, we four, or more. This nicety
renders it especially necessary for the translator of Scripture
to examine carefully the context, that he may see how
many are included in the plural form in the original. When
translating the first chapter of Genesis into the language of
Aneityum, the doctrine of the Trinity had to be at once
recognised, and the 26th verse had to be rendered thus:—
“And God said, Let us make man in the image of us
three, after the likeness of us three” To have used the
plural, and not the trial number,—to have said our, and not
of us three,—would have conveyed the idea that there were
at least four persons consulting about the creation of man.

They live in huts, which are almost always placed amidst
the trees, and scarcely visible till they are reached. They
are simply like a bridge, or the roof of a house without
any upright posts. There is a ridge-pole along the top, and
beams from it to the ground. They are thatched from the
ground with the leaves of the sugar-cane tied firmly with a
cord called sinnet, made from the fibres of the cocoa-nut.
In the southern islands these huts are open at one end,
on the northern at the side, or a part of it, with a very
low entrance. Inside there is nothing but a few mats and
bags. They are much exposed to the weather, and when
it is warm the air within them is stifling. But notwith-
standing this, they kindle fires at night, for the smoke to
drive away mosquitoes and other insects. In the northern
islands, however, the huts are larger and more comfort-
able. In some of the latter two or three wives, sometimes
two or three families, reside in one. Taking a look inside,
the posts, hung with different bones of fowls or pigs, and
perbaps also of human beings, present a very strange
appearance. Some who have been to Fiji or Queensland
have chests and muskets.

Seasons on the islands may be divided into wet and dry.
Mr. Copeland, who has been a long and accurate observer




24 THE NEW HEBRIDES.

of the meteorology on the islands, says that in the wet
season, ‘ which lasts from December till April, the sun is
vertical, and the rains, accompanied with thunder and
lightning, are heavy and continuous. During these months
the hAygrometer often indicates an atmosphere perfectly
saturated. In the dry season, which lasts from April to
December, we have rain less frequently; and when the
wind is well from the south, there may be a difference of
six or seven degrees between the two bulbs of that instru-
ment. The thermometer, in the south of the group, has a
range of about thirty degrees all the year round,—namely,
from sixty to ninety within doors,—about half the range in
the Australian Colonies. . . . . The barometer has a range
of a third of an inch. It stands, as a whole, lower in
summer than in winter. During cyclones, i.e. storms of
wind having two motions, one on their own axis and
another in a direction forward, the barometer falls as much
as one and a half inches, more especially at the centrs,
where a perfect calm prevails. There are whirlwinds also,
which mow down everything in their path, These storms
occur from December to April Slight earthquakes are
also experienced.’!

The natives of these islands are very superstitious.
They are at a very low stage of worshippers. The spirits
of their departed ancestors are the chief objects of reverence
—a worship the most universal among men. They desire
to keep these spirits on good terms with them. To pro-
pitiate them they kill a pig occasionally, and make offerings
of food. They erect curious wooden drums in sacred places
on some islands in honour of them, and beat on these, dance
around theﬁl, and call upon the spirits of the dead by
conches made of large shells. They observe these customs
chiefly at night and when the moon is full. There are
sacred men among them who direct their forms, who stand
between the living and the dead, and present offerings and

1 Lecture, ut supra, p. 2.
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prayers. . These men, or others specially devoted to it,
profess to bring rain, wind, disease, and death, and, when
propitiated by offerings, have power to arrest these influ-
ences. They lay tabus upon certain places, trees, and food,
when it is & forbidden thing to go to these places, touch or
eat of these fruits, for so many moons. These tabus are
very oppressive, for it is believed that if they are broken,
disease or death will follow. Often has a missionary or his
children been expected to die because they have eaten of
an interdicted tree; but when no disaster happens they
allege that the evil belongs to their own people. They
have a great fear of the stranger, as well as of their enemy,
lest he bewitch them and cause disease or death. A
heathen native picks up any refuse lying about, such as a
banana skin, a scrap of yam, a few hairs, lest a disease-
maker should get them and burn them, when some one is
sure to be taken ill, or to suffer in some way, and perhaps
to die. The life of the supposed bewitching person is often
taken in revenge.

They recognise a spirit world, and believe in a place of
happiness and in one of punishment. Stinginess is the
greatest crime, and that on which- the heaviest penalty falls.
It was customary when a chief died to bury his most valu-
able things with him, and on some islands they strangled
his widows to accompany him to the other world. Most
of the common people, when dead, were cast into the ses,
a stone being attached to the body to make it sink. The
wailing for the dead is loud and long, and they sometimes
disfigure their bodies with a black paint as a sign of
mourning. They generally hold a feast after the dead are
put away, when many pigs are killed and baked.

The natives of this group are noted cannibals. They
generally devour the bodies of those slain in battle.
Sometimes they capture people thrown in their way, for
the very purpose of gratifying this horrid appetite. Many
white men have fallen victims to it. This has often been
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occasioned by wrongs inflicted on them by white men, who
for many years have committed atrocities upon the natives.
For a long period this was done in the sandal-wood trade,
in which natives were often shot. They again retaliated
by murdering whole ships’ crews. In the labour traffic, as
it is called, of late years similar mischief has been done,
which has led to the loss of many lives. In the sandal-
wood trade many white men were reckless, and there were
frequent broils and encounters between them and the
natives. ‘In 1842, on Sandwich Island or Faté, the
crews of two British vessels, because the islanders objected
to their cutting wood, shot down twenty, and having forced
several others to take shelter in a large cave, they set fire
to a pile of brushwood and rubbish at its mouth, and
suffocated them all. This is merely one instance of the
barbarities practised by, I am ashamed to write it, English-
men. These lawless adventurers were guilty of all kinds
of excesses, and naturally numerous murders were committed
in retaliation by the islanders. The enormities perpetrated
by those employed in the sandal-wood trade have of late
years, if possible, been exceeded by men engaged in the
labour traffic.’? :

This is only one of hundreds of cases that might be
cited. It is the testimony of a commander of one of Her
Majesty’s ships sent specially to inquire into the labour
traffic. The Rev. Dr. Turner reckoned no fewer than three
hundred and twenty-two who had perished in the sandal-
wood trade in a dozen years? From the island of Eromanga
some £75,000 worth of this wood is said to have enriched
one trader. Though it would be wrong to say that all
engaged in the trade were guilty of blood, it is not too
much to state that the trade was largely stained with it.
Exceptions of honourable men there were.

These and other evils made the New Hebrides a dangerous

! Cruise of the Rosario, pp. 45, 46.
2 Nineteen Years in Polynesia, p. 440.
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sphere for European life. The natives were cruel and
treacherous. They were constantly engaged in fighting
amongst themselves, and trading vessels have aided this by
giving them muskets and ammunition for barter, which
greatly increased the slaughter among the tribes.

They are rapidly decreasing in population. Internecine
wars destroy many. Intermarriages in the same tribe
prevent fecundity. The horrid practice of infanticide, even
before birth, has been long practised by the women. On
some islands widows were strangled on the death of their
husbands. Elephantiasis and other skin diseases prey upon
them. From their grossly immoral intercourse, the races
have been greatly deteriorated. Diseases, too, have been
imported by vessels, which have sometimes swept them
away by hundreds. The huts in which they live are low
and in thick groves, and consequently unfavourable to
health. Their indolence does mnot promote longevity.
Nature is so prodigal that they do not need to work, and
they are ever ready to ask why should they work.

¢ They knew no higher, sought no happier state,
Had no fine instinct of superior joys.
‘Why should they toil to make the earth bring forth,
‘When without toil she gave them all they wanted ?
The bread-fruit ripened while they lay beneath
Its shadows in luxurious indolence ;
The cocoa filled its nuts with milk and kernels ;
And while they slumbered from their heavy meals,
In dead forgetfulness of life itself,
The fish were spawning in nnsounded depths ;
Unplanted roots were thriving underground,
To spread the tables of their future banquets.’

The constitutional idleness of the men can scarcely be
said to apply to the women. The slaves, for the most
part, of their husbands, they are always occupied. They
carry most of the burdens of food from the plantations, and
prepare it for use. They make their own frail dresses,
which require a considerable amount of care and attention.



28 THE NEIW HEBRIDES.

Leaves of pandanus or of banana have to be chewed and
softened, dried, and then tied up. The bark of plants has
to be separated from the twigs, moistened in water, bleached
aud dried before being done up. Other leaves are prepared
for wearing above the rest as ornaments when in full dress.
The women plait bags and mats, of which there is & good
supply in every hut, and some are very neat-handed in this
work. They also assist actively in the planting season.
Besides all this, they have to nurse their children, and to
carry them while bearing other burdens. It is supposed
that this has induced the cruel habit of destroying the lives
of their offspring, both before and after birth, in so many
cases throughout the New Hebrides.

The men have also their seasons of active labour. The
planting of yams and taro requires considerable toil. The
fencing of their plantations is itself an arduous work.
These fences are made of reeds or canes, plaited neatly and
fastened so firmly as to prevent pigs from entering. When
the fences show signs of decay, which is frequent, they have
to be repaired, and they require renewal almost every second
year. Occasionally a strong fence of sticks is added for
two feet at the bottom, to afford greater security against
the pigs, which are ever seeking opportunities to break into
the plantations, and destroy the food that is growing.
When men are taken away these fences speedily waste,
and the plantation is ruined. Food then becomes more
scarce.

Canoes have also to be built, and as these are hollowed
out of single trees, and all fastened with sinnet made out
of the fibre of cocoa-nuts, a great amount of time is
required in their construction. Paddles are made of tough
and durable wood. Since axes have been introduced this
work is lighter; but when stone axes had to do all their
cutting, the time required must have been great, and the
labour heavy.

With so few arts, there must be the greater labour, and
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for this the men must work. Nature is no doubt very pro-
digal, and the tropical climate does not encourage heavy toil ;
but still, there is an amount of work to be done, and they do
it. The men have strength, but not endurance. They can
paddle their canoes a long way, but they do not care to do
this often. They do not like regular work day after day,
but love to lie about in the shade of their spreading banyans
a great part of their time.

There is a graduated scale marked in their barbaric art, as
in their physical structure. Aneityum is low, though it has
received by the change of religion a marked improvement.
Tanna has a population of good physical structure and
capabilities—much higher than any of the southern islands.
But in the north there is a higher development of physical
power. The arts, too, are more advanced. Huts are better,
larger, and more comfortable. Mats are finer, and canoes
larger, stronger, and capable of carrying sails. In the
island of Espiritu Santo, pots are made of clay, burnt but
unglazed, and used for boiling food. In other islands to
the southward, boiling seems scarcely known. In Tanna
there is an exception, for the boiling sulphur springs are
utilized in this way; but even there the yam or other product
is wrapped in banana leaves, and not put into any vessel
for the purpose of being boiled. In Espiritu Santo, natives
say that their fathers could make far larger and more
ornamental pots than can now be made, so that evidence is
afforded there, as in other islands, of a long and gradual
process of degradation. They make many ornaments from
cocoa-nuts, tortoiseshell, bone, and hard-wood.

These islands, being all more or less volcanic,are unhealthy.
Fever and ague abound, and seize the natives, in a less
degree, however, than those who come from other islands.
Diarrhcea and dysentery are almost periodic, and consump-
tion seems increasing. Diseases of the skin are very
common, and render the sufferers most loathsome objects.
The natives suffer greatly from rheumatism. The winter,
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even in a tropical climate, tells hard upon a people who go
without clothes, and who make no provision for a change
of temperature, except by fires inside their huts, almost
enough to suffocate them.

Europeans and natives of the eastern islands are all subject
to fever and ague and rheumatic attacks in the New Hebrides.
Very many fall victims to these. Great care is required in
. the regulation of life and labour in order to avoid these
influences, and it is not advisable that many years should
be spent upon islands so unhealthy. Elevated spots open
to the trade winds are the most free from fever and ague.
The island of Fotuna is not subject to it, but consumption and
colds are frequent there, and the mortality exceeds the births.

The moral condition of the natives of the New Hebrides
is very low,—as low as that of any of the groups in the
Pacific. Cruel and revolting customs prevail, and it would
be ‘a shame even to speak of the things which are done
of them in secret.’ The description given by the apostle,
in the Epistle to the Romans, of the heathen world applies
in all its force to the degraded natives of the New Hebrides.
Sin in all its horrid and debasing forms is there. ‘Man
indeed is vile’ where ‘every prospect pleases” But in
these islands, as in so many other places of the world, there
is a sphere for Christian philanthropy, and there already
the gospel of Christ has won its trophies.

‘ Calm on the bosom of the deep
A thousand beauteous islands lie ;
‘While glassy seas that round themn sleep
Reflect the glories of the sky.

‘How radiant 'mid the watery waste
Their groves of emerald verdure smile,—
Like Eden-spots, in ocean placed,
The weary pilgrim to beguile !

¢ Graceful through forest vistas bright
The fair Mimosa's shadows spread ;
And 'gainst those skies of amber light
The palm-tree lifts its towering head.
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¢ Alas! that in those happy vales,
Meet homes for pure and heaven-born love,
Unholy discord still prevails,
And weeping peace forsakes the grove.

“Alas! that on those lovely shores,
‘Where earth and sky in beauty shine,
And heaven profusely sheds its stores,
Man should in heathen bondage pine.

¢Oh, haste! ye messengers of God,
With hearts of zeal and tongues of flame ;
Go! spread the welcome sound abroad,
That all may bless Messiah’s name.’

M. L. Duncan.
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CHAPTER IIL

THE NEW HEBRIDES MISSION.

‘ Who is my brother? ’Tis not merely he
Who hung upon the same loved mother's breast ;
But every one, whoever he may be,
On whom the imuge of a man 's impressed.
True Christian sympathy was ne’er designed
To be shut up within a narrow bound ;
But sweeps abroad, and in its search to find
Objects of mercy, goes the whole world round.
'Tis like the sun, rejoicing east and west;
Or beautiful rainbow, bright from south to north ;
It has an engel’s pinion, mounting forth
Q'er rocks and hills and seas to make men bless'd.
No matter what their colour, name, or place,
It blesses all alike, the universal race.’—T. C. UrmaM.

MissioNs in Polynesia date from the year 1774, the very
period which marked the discovery of the New Hebrides.
The viceroy of Peru, in 1772, sent two ships to Tahiti,
which brought two natives on their return. These were
baptized and sent back in 1774, along with two Roman
Catholic missionaries, who fixed their residence in Vailapeha
Bay, in Taiarapu, Tahiti A house of wood was erected
for them ; but they only remained ten months, and returned
in the very vessels that had brought them! Captain Cook,
when on his third voyage in 1777, saw the house still
standing. In front of it stood a wooden cross, with this
inscription, ¢ Christus vincit, et Carolus III. imperat, 1774
Captain Cook, referring in his narrative to this, and to the
prospect of missionary efforts being made to introduce
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Christianity in the islands, remarks: ‘It is very unlikely
that any measure of this kind should ever be seriously
thought of, as it can neither serve the purpose of public
ambition nor private avarice ; and without such inducements,
I may pronounce that it will never be undertaken.’! How
much he was mistaken! How greatly he miscalculated !
There was a stronger motive than either ‘ public ambition’
or ‘ private avarice’ to induce Christian men to send the
gospel to the heathen. The love of Christ inspired philan-
thropy, and missionary effort began where the geographical
enterprise had ended. The Spanish and Portuguese dis-
coverers always connected the extension of religion with
their geographical success. This fired the souls of CoLuMBUS
and of Vasco DE GAMA. It mingled with the ambitious
adventures of CORTES and Pizarro. And when the Pacific
Ocean spread its vastness before the Spaniards in Peru, this
was bound up with the desire of the bold navigators who
first sailed over the wide waste of waters, MENDANA had
friars with him in his voyage to the Solomon Islands, and
when QUIRoS first discovered the northern part of the New
Hebrides, he linked religious associations with his supposed
new continent. He called it TWerra Australis del Espiritu
Santo—the southern land of the Holy Spirit, where a new
Pentecost might bless its dusky tribes. He named a port
the True Cross— Vera Cruz, emblematic of the salvation to
be brought to men. He called the stream that flowed into
the bay the River Jordan, where a new baptism might be
bestowed upon the people; and he marked out a site for a
New Jerusalem, where a ransomed people might have their
abiding home in a city of God.

It was not so with the Protestant discoverer Captain
Cook ; but, in the providence of God, it was the publication
of Cook’s voyages that occasioned the missionary enterprise
to the South Seas. WiLLiaM CAREY read the volume, and
made a map of the dark places of the earth, which he hung

1 Cook's Third Voyaye.
C
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upon the wall of his shop. He often gazed upon it as he
mended shoes, and his soul was filled with a desire to bear
the gospel to the islanders of Polynesia. It was apparently
an accident that prevented him from going. He met with
Mr. Thomas, who had been in Bengal as surgeon of an East
Indinman, and this turned his attention to India. It was
the hand of God. Dr. Carey was as exactly fitted for work
in India as John Williams was in Polynesia. The CoUNTESS
oF HUNTINGDON was also stirred up by Cook’s voyages to
think of a mission to the isles of the Pacific, and the Rev.
Dr. Hawgrs, her chaplain, was the legatee of her pious
desire. Even before her death two missionaries had been
engaged to go to Tahiti, and a free passage had been obtained
for them in H.M.S. Bounty, commanded by Captain Bligh;
but as they could not get episcopal ordination they refused
to go. The Countess said, * We shall find others;’ but she
died before her wishes could be carried out. At length,
in 1795, and largely owing to Dr. Haweis, a Missionary
Society was established for the very object which Captain
Cook considered so unlikely ever to be seriously thought of,
and which he said would ‘never be undertaken.’ Dr.
Haweis was a very liberal contributor to the mission.

It was long ere the New Hebrides shared in the benefit
of missionary enterprise. But as the large heart of JoBN
WiLLIAMS heard of the deeds of blood committed in the
sandal-wood traude at Eromanga and other islands of the
group, he longed to introduce the gospel to the dark and
degraded people. As early as 1824 he expressed this wish
to the directors, and when at length he got a vessel for the
service of the mission among the isles of the Pacific, he
made his first voyage to the New Hebrides. He was full
of anxiety about his mission. He had ten native teachers
to locate on the group, if his way could be opened up, and
he felt as if the most important part of his life had arrived.
In the last letter he ever wrote occurs this passage: ‘I have
just heard dear Captain Morgan say that we are 60 miles
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off the Hebrides, so that we shall be there early to-morrow
morning. This evening we are to have a special prayer-
meeting. Oh, how much depends upon the efforts of
to-morrow !  Will the savages recetve us or not? Perhaps
at this moment you or some kind friend may be wrestling
with God for us. I am all anxiety; but desire prudence
and faithfulness in the management of the attempt to im-
part the gospel to these benighted people, and leave the
event with God. I brought twelve missionaries; two have
settled at a beautiful island called Rotumah, the ten I
have are for the New Hebrides and New Caledonia. The
approaching week is to me the most tmportant of my life.*
The vessel called at Fotuna, the most easterly island of
the group, and efforts were made to conciliate some of its
fierce - looking people; but no teacher was left. The
island of Tanna was reached next day, and so favourable
was the reception given them by its people, that three
Samoan teachers were left to pioneer the gospel there.
That evening Eromanga was in view, and next morning,
30th November 1839, Mr. Williams fell a martyr upon
its shore! Mr. James Harris, who had landed with him,
was also killed. It was a melancholy and tragical issue of
the attempt to introduce the gospel to the New Hebrides ;
but it did not damp the zeal either of the Samoan mis-
sionaries, or of the supporters of missions in Britain. The
murder of John Williams took place on the 30th November
1839. In May 1840, the Rev. T. HEATH obeyed the call
of his brethren at Samoa to follow the track of Mr. Williams,
and to endeavour to locate teachers. He did this on the
distinct understanding that, if he perished in the attempt,
another would renew the effort. He succeeded in settling
two teachers on the low coral island of Aniwa. He then
proceeded to Eromanga, and had the happiness of introducing
two teachers there also. They had to be removed, how-
ever, in 1841, after suffering great hardships. In England
V Life of John Williams, p. 566.
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there was an earnest desire to evangelize the New Hebrides,
as the Christian means of avenging the martyrs’ death.
On the 11th of August 1841, Messrs. TURNER and NISBET
sailed from Gravesend with a commission to settle on the
island of Tanna. This was immediately after the tidings
of the death of Williams had reached the directors of the
London Missionary Society. It was felt to be desirable that
the standard of the gospel should be taken up as near as
possible to the spot where John Williams laid it down.
It was June 1842 before these brethren reached Tanna.
All who knew anything of the New Hebrides felt that the
undertaking was very hazardous; but the missionaries took
their lives in their hands, and settled among the savages.
They found the Samoan pioneers safe, but they received
dark accounts of the people and of the prospects of the
mission. ‘ We had not been twenty-four hours on shore,
says Dr. Turner, ‘ until we found that we were among a set
of notorious thieves, perfect Spartans in the trade, and, like
the ancient code of Lycurgus, the crime seemed to be not
the stealing, but the being found out.’*

During seven months the missionaries resided there with
their brave young wives, doing all they could to conciliate the
natives. But it was in vain. Difficulties increased, and their
lives were in danger. At last they fled in two boats at dead
of night, but had to return next day. A vessel then called
in their greatest extremity, and took them away to Samoa.

The New Hebrides were for twenty years longer the
object of the solicitude of the London Missionary Society.
Their vessel called at several of them from period to period,
and endeavoured to introduce teachers, and to visit such
as had been located there. Much care and effort were
expended by their agents in the attempt to carry the gospel
of Christ to the benighted people; nor were the efforts
relaxed until there appeared a likelihood that Presbyterian
missionaries would occupy the group.

1 XNineteen Years in Polynesia, p. 6.
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The Bishop of New Zealand, the apostolic Dr. SELWYN,!
also cast a longing eye over the dark islands of Melanesia,
mentioned in his letters patent. This included the groups
from New Caledonia to the Santa Cruz Archipelago. He
made voyages in a small schooner, and pioneered a way for
those who followed. He was like Livingstone in Africa,
and by his manner, won a way to the confidence of the
natives. He got numbers of young men to go with him to
Auckland to be instructed in reading and in Christian
truth. These he returned again to their homes. When the
Rev. JoHN COLERIDGE PATTESON joined him in the mis-
sionary work in 1854, and a miore suitable vessel was
secured, many of the islands in the New Hebrides were
regularly visited. The bishop knew a little of Eromangan,
and collected words from many other languages. He handed
over all the mission work among the islands to Mr. Patte-
son, who was consecrated Bishop of Melanesia in 1861.
Bishop Patteson looked upon the New Hebrides north of
Tanna as open to his efforts, though he had always an
unwillingness to enter on ground occupied by others.
Latterly, as the southern islands were occupied by Presby-
terian missionaries, he confined his attention to the most
northern. He had youths from Mai and Ambrym and
Leper’s Isle in his Institution, and he collected many words
in the languages of the different islands. Sir William
Martin, the late Chief Justice of New Zealand, states that
Bishop Patteson reduced to print as many as six languages
of the northern New Hebrides.

He was particularly attracted to these natives, and longed
much to bring them to the knowledge of Christ. However,

1 Afterwards the Bishop of Lichfield ; see his Life by the Rev. H. W.
Tuacker, M. A.

2 Life of J. C. Patteson, D.D., vol ii., Appendix. These languages were
of the islands Mai, Api (two dialects), Ambrym, Paama, Leper's Isle, and
Vun Marana,—the north end of the isle of Whitsuntide or Pentecost. Of

these, some specimens are given in the Appendix. They were sent to me
from Norfolk Island by the kindness of the Melanesian missionaries.
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as the resident Presbyterian missionaries were pushing their
stations to the north, the bishop directed his chief efforts
among the Banks' group (where he won his greatest suc-
cesses), the Solomon, the Santa Cruz, and the Swallow
groups, in the latter of which, in 1871, he met a martyr's
death. The north-eastern islands of the New Hebrides
were, however, regularly visited, and still continue to be
the care of the Melanesian mission.

The New Hebrides became the sphere of Presbyterian
missions in 1848. The London Missionary Scciety’s
vessel conveyed the Rev. JOHN GEDDIE to the island of
Aneityum, and one of the Samoan brethren laboured with
him a year in commencing his work. The Bishop of New
Zealand conveyed the Rev. JOHN INGLIS to the same island
in his mission vessel in 1852. Thus these two representa-
tives of other societies introduced the missionaries who were
to endeavour to occupy the islands. It was to one of the
most difficult of all spheres in the many groups of the
vast Pacific; but it has not been beyond the influence of
the gospel of Christ.

The Rev. JoHN GEDDIE, the father and founder of the
mission, had been a minister in Prince Edward Island, in
British North America. He was born in Banff, Scotland,
in 1816, but while a child was taken to Nova Scotia. His
mother early dedicated him to the work of Christ. Without
knowing this, his own mind was drawn out towards the
heathen, and he endeavoured to arouse the Church to which
he belonged—the Secession Church—to take a part in the
evangelization of the world. Having succeeded in this, he
offered himself as their missionary. His offer was accepted,
and he left his attached flock, his relatives and friends, and
went away with his young wife to seek a sphere among the
South Sea Islands, where he might teach the heathen the
gospel of Christ. It was literally a pilgrimage of faith.
He went, not knowing whither he went. He rounded
Cape Horn, called at the Sandwich Islands, and reached
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Samoa. He there sought advice of the brethren as to his
future movements. They suggested the New Hebrides,
and the island of Aneityum, as affording a gleam of hope.
He was taken there, as has been mentioned, in 1848.

The Rev. JoBN INGLIS belonged to the Reformed Presby-
terian Church in Scotland. He was a native of Moniaive,
Dumfriesshire, and after learning a trade went to the
University of Glasgow, and the Theological Hall of his
Church, and was licensed to preach the gospel. He was
appointed the first foreign missionary sent by the Synod,
and was commissioned to labour among the Maories in New
Zealand. He spent eight years there, and won much
respect from all with whom he came into contact. He had
a colleague in his work, the Rev. JAMES DUNCAN; but Mr.
Inglis saw that the Church of England and the Wesleyan
missions occupied the ground, and that it would be better
to seek another sphere among the heathen. The Presby-
terian settlers were very anxious to retain him, but his
mind was made up to go to the isles of the sea. Sir George
Grey, then Governor of New Zealand, used his influence to
get a passage for him in H.M.S. Havannah, and Captain
Erskine, the commander, most cheerfully granted it. Cap-
tain, now Admiral Erskine, is a grand-nephew of the Rev.
Dr. John Erskine of Edinburgh, who took so high a place
in the evangelical party of the Church of Scotland during
the last century, and who was the President of the first
Missionary Society in Edinburgh in 1796.

The Havannah left Auckland on 8th August 1850, and
visited the New Hebrides, Queen Charlotte’s Islands, the
Solomon Islands, and New Caledonia. Three months were
spent on the cruise, and Mr. Inglis had ample opportunity
of observing the islands. He met the Rev. John Geddie
at Aneityum, and learned that he would be welcomed to
assist the work there. On returning by way of Sydney to
Auckland, he made proposals to the Committee in Scotland
to transfer him to Aneityum, and after some delay got their
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consent. The Bishop of New Zealand, Dr. Selwyn, kindly
and cheerfully gave him and Mrs, Inglis a free passage in
his vessel the Border Maid. ‘Had we been his own mis-
sionaries,’ said Mr. Inglis, ‘ he could not have done more to
accommodate us, and to furnish us with facilities for bring-
ing with us whatever we considered necessary for the
mission’ They left Auckland on the 19th June, and
reached Aneityum on the 1st July 1852. They were
warnmly welcomed by the Rev. John Geddie and his wife,
and were soon settled on the other side of the island, at a
pluce called Aname, where he spent twenty-three years
with great success.

In 1857, the Rev. GEORGE N. GorpoN and his wife
settled on Eromanga. It was eighteen years after the
martyr death of Williams and Harris. In 1858, sixteen
years after the flight of Messrs. Turner and Nisbet, Tanna
was again occupied by missionaries. Messrs. COPELAND and
PaToN, and Mrs. Paton, were settled at Port Resolution.
Mr. Copeland had to leave soon after to supply the place of
Mr. Inglis on Aneityum; but Mr. MATHESON and his wife
were settled at Kwamera, on the south-east side, and Mr.
JOHNSTON and his wife joined Mr. Patonin 1859. Disasters
again fell upon the mission, as will be specially related,'
but the work extended. In 1864 a band of four mis-
sionaries arrived, one of whom, the Rev. J. D. Gorbox,
succeeded his brother on Eromanga, and the Rev. D.
MOoRRISON settled at Erakor in the island of Faté. In
1866, the Rev. J. CoPELAND was located at Fotuna, Rev. J.
G. PATON on Aniwa, Rev. JamEs CosH, M.A., at Pango,
near Mr. Morrison. The Rev. JAMES MACNAIR reinforced
the mission on Eromanga. In 1868, Tanna was reoccupied
by the Rev. THoMAs NEILSON at Port Resolution, and in
1869, by the Rev. WiLLiAM WATT at Kwamera to the
south. The Rev. P. MILNE settled at Nguna, north of Faté,
in 1870 ; and in the same year, the most northerly island of

1 In chapters on Tanna and Eromanga.
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Espiritu Santo was occupied by the Rev. JoHN GOODWILL.
A pioneer visit of four months had been made to Espiritu
Santo by the Rev. James D. Gordon in 1868. He had
learned the language from two youths who had been left
on Eromanga, and he prepared a primer, and got it printed
at Sydney before he left. The Rev. J. W. Mackenzie, the
Rev. J. D. Murray, the Rev. Hugh A. Robertson, and the
Rev. D. Macdonald joined the mission in 1872 ; the Rev.
Joseph Annand in 1873, Mr. Oscar Michelsen in 1878,
and Mr. J. H. Laurie in 1879. The ranks have been
thinned by the retirement of some; but in 1879 there are
eleven missionaries attached to the active staff, of whom
two were on furlough in Europe.!

At present there are organized congregations at the two
stations on Aneityum, on Aniwa, Eromanga, and Erakor,
and at Havannah Harbour on the island of Faté. On the
other islands, the preliminary work is being carried on by
the missionaries and native teachers. The missionary
brethren employed are all respectable and well-educated
men. They have all passed through the usual course of
study required for ministers in the Presbyterian Church,
that is, an undergraduate course at one of the universities,
and a theological course at the divinity halls. Most of
them have had the additional advantage of attendance at
some of the medical classes. Taken all together, they are
equal to the average of the clergy of the Presbyterian
Church anywhere, while there are among them some who
are distinguished for their attainments in one department
or another, or for their zeal and devotion to their work.
Having made their personal acquaintance, visited their
well-regulated homes and families on the islands, and seen

! The history and progress of the New Hebrides mission seem very little
known, for in a work published in 1875 by James Hutton, entitled Mis-
sionary Life in the South Seas, the Wesleyan missionaries get the credit of
sailing among the New Hebrides group, men who never sailed there. There

is no record of any success by the Presbyterian mission. The whole volume
is inaccurate and defective.
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the spheres of their labour, and in most cases also the posi-
tion which they hold among the natives, and the result of
their work, I can bear an honest and intelligent testimony.
They are but men, and in their peculiar difficulties may make
mistakes, may occasionally err from want of prudence, or
from over-caution. Some may have been sent who were un-
suitable in physical health or in powers of adaptation; but,
taken all in all, especially those who have continued in the
field, they are a credit to the churches which commissioned
them, and a great blessing to the natives of the islands
among whom they labour. They have maintained a good
reputation, have refrained from all traffic in land, and have
exercised a watchful and beneficial oversight over the
natives in all their relations.

The captains of Her Majesty’s vessels have again and
again borue witness to their worth. Admiral Erskine, so
long ago as 1842, said of the London Missionary Society’s
agents, ‘ that in acquirements, general ability, and active
energy, they would hold no undistinguished place among
their brethren, the Scottish Presbyterian clergy, to which
denomination the majority of them belong.’? He also adds,
‘ Nor can the greatest scoffer at their exertions deny to them
the possession of a virtue which every class of Englishmen
esteem above all others, the highest order of personal
courage” The same may be said of those in the New
Hebrides, who are more truly Presbyterian.

Captain PALMER of H.M.S. Rosario bore the following
testimony in 1870 :—

¢ When I hear all the wicked nonsense that is talked about missionaries,
and the sneers that often accompany it, I wax angry. Doubtless the
sketches of the missionary settlement look very pretty on paper, but
unfortunately there are some things you cannot portray, such as insufficient
food, brackish water, together with swarms of mosquitoes and other insects,

1 Journal of a Cruise among the lslands of the Western Pacific, p. 100.
See also the late Dr. Mullens’ able and eloquent paper on Missions in Kcclesia
for a noble defence with adequate witnesses,
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and often, as at Dillon’s Bay, a sweltering poisonous atmosphere, accom-
panied by fever and ague.

¢ The missionary schooner is often delayed on her annual trip ; then the
stores of flour, etc., are at a very low ebb, and frequently injured by the
damp, and the sugar swarming with ants. An English labourer would often
turn up his nose at their daily fare.

¢All these things cannot be put into a sketch of a two-roomed cottage
under the shade of a cocoa-nut grove, with beautifully wooded hills as a
background, Mr. and Mrs. Missionary in American rocking-chairs in front,
seemingly with nothing on earth to trouble them.

* But look at the real side of the picture, and see these noble men and
women, who have in every age gone forth from their country and friends,
often bearing their lives in their hands, to do their Master’s bidding, and
preach the glorions gospel of Christ to the heathen, living alone, to all
intents and purposes, in a strange land, often in an unhealthy climate, and
frequently surrounded by savages who have murdered their predecessors, and
may perhaps kill themselves. But these things they think little of ; they
count not their lives dear unto them ; what concerns them most is to see the
little work they have been permitted to do among these savages, after weeks
and months of prayer and patience, dashed to the ground and indefinitely
thrown back by the shameful acts of their own countrymen. Whether in the
Sandwich Islands or New Zealand, amongst the Society, Fiji, or New Hebrides
groups, I have ever found them the same earnest, God-fearing men, striving
to their utmost to win souls amongst those who but for them would never
hear of the ‘““ glad tidings of great joy.” They require no advocacy from me,
however ; I only ask those who are so fond of running down missionaries to
think a little, and not talk ignorantly and wickedly about men and women
whose lives adorn some of the brightest pages of British history."!

Commander MARKHAM also bears favourable testimony
to the missionaries, most of whom he visited while in the
Rosario in 1871. He never fails to notice their attention
to him.

The late Mr. JuLlus BRENCHLEY, & most accomplished
naturalist and traveller, who accompanied Sir William
Wiseman in the cruise of the Curagoa among the South
Sea Islands in 1865, did not form so high an opinion of
the missionaries. He said—

* That the missionaries are doing much, though not unmixed, good seems
to be the general testimony ; but how much more beneficial would be their

action if with their zeal they combined knowledge, if they were men of more
cultivated intellects and of a greater social refinement, in one category of

! Kidnapping in the South Seas, p. 58.
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which, that is manners, they are often much inferior to those they teach,
and thereby, as we have seen, abridge their influence. Hence it is much to
be regretted that the standard of native refinement will be lowered instead
of raised by those who will have the power of moulding it. But it is useless
to complain. The rough work of a higher but imperfectly imparted civilisa-
tion will go on as it has begun, and it will be a matter of interest hereafter
to know the character of the materials out of which its results have been
wrought.'!

This complaint is not well founded. Mr. Brenchley
may have met with one here and another there who was
rough and unmannerly; but all missionaries in the New
Hebrides have, as I have said, had the benefit of a thorough
university education, and they have at least good manners,
and, as admitted by competent witnesses, an average
cultivation ; and whatever advances the natives have made
in civilisation, they owe all to the men who denied them-
selves the constant advantages of civilised society to impart
it to them. Mr. Brenchley’s criticism, however, professes
to be that of one who felt a deep interest in the work of
civilising the South Sea islanders. He recorded in the
preface to his valuable work his thanks to the various
missionaries with whom he came into contact, for their
personal civilities, and for the notes which they furnished
him respecting the islands on which they resided. *If, he
said, ‘I have had occasion to criticise some of them, it is
because, while believing them to be honestly devoted to
the great task of civilising the natives of these regions, I
have thought it my duty to record my impressions as to
why they mar their own purpose, and expend their
energies sometimes in an unprofitable way. This is the

! Jottings during the Cruise of H.M.8. Curagoa among the South Sea
Islands in 1865, by Julius L. Brenchley, M.A., F.R.G.8., p. 349. This work
is the result of the author’s observations as a naturalist. 1t is a magnificent
book, and illustrated with many engravings. The birds, insects, and shells
new to science are presented in most beautiful coloured plates. Mr. Brenchley
died before the work was published. He was a most enterprising naturalist,
and travelled fur and wide, but was cut off in his prime before his book was
published.
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more necessary as the time is rapidly approaching when
the process of missionary enterprise must be carried on in
modes and on principles very different from those which
were recognised when they devoted themselves to their
task” He seemed to imagine that there must be less
dogmatic teaching, and that such teaching must not be
‘ the sole or principal lever by which the civilisation of the
natives is to be upraised.’ Such was the view of the Dean
of Westminster, of which he, Mr. Brenchley, approved. But
these very missionaries teach the arts of reading, writing, and
also different mechanical arts. Mr. Brenchley was fully
aware of some of the missionaries’ difficulties, especially
from unprincipled white men in the South Seas. He thus
wrote, in language as strong as any missionary could use:—

¢ But of what avail can be the fittest missionary, though using the fittest
means of civilising, when the ground he has to till is bristling with passionate
recollections and fierce resentments, that thwart him at every step? In the
‘Western Pacific Ocean there is hardly an island the traditions of which do
not record, or the existing generations of which have not experienced, out-
rages that cause their inhabitants to distrust, fear, or resent the approach of
the stranger race. How is he to face those carriers of demoralization who,
to use the upposite language of the T'imes when commenting on the subject,
¢¢ gpread themselves over the world, following everywhere the bent of their
own nature, doing their own will, following their own gain—too generally
doing and being nothing that a heathen will recognise as better than him-
self,” or by many degrees as good ! Even a missionary of the highest quali-
fications, such as we now aspire to have, but rarely possess, might be baffled
by such foes ; how then, we ask with the same journal, *‘can a feeble mis-
sionary, who would too often be thought but a poor creature at home, with
every advantage in his favour, hope to stem with a few phrases the torrent
of profligacy he finds already in possession of the ground!” The remedy
proposed is ‘‘to convert our masses at home.” Unfortunately, this sugges-
tion, besides being too commonplace, too rational, and too little ostentatious,
indicates a process too slow to meet the urgency of the case. But what
could be done, if the country were in earnest, would be to take care that at
least the most prominent offences of these destroyers and corrupters should
inevitably meet the punishment which they deserve.

‘It is time. In various parts of this book will be found evidence enough
of the pressing need of such a policy. But if more were required, the fright-
fal incidents brought to our notice recently in connection with the Carl, a
slave trader, pretending to be an emigrant ship, supply a horrible supplement.
‘Whata hideous emblem of our civilisation is that blood-stained vessel, throwing
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out like the fangs of a grim monster its grappling irons to clutch and upset the
canoes of the unsuspecting natives, then sending its boats to pick up such
of them as had not made for land or were not drowned ; hustling and closely
packing them in its hold, and when its captives, driven mad by excitement
and suffering, quarrelled among themselves, firing shot upon shot at them
through the hatches during the night, killing and wounding seventy ; aud
finally, when morning broke, throwing the dead and the wounded, fastened
to one another, into the sea! Surely if there were felt but a hundredth part
of the interest in the fate of the Polynesian that was once, and is still, taken
in the fate of the African, there would have been a shout of indignant
remonstrance from one end of the land to the other. But where is now the
Anti-Slavery Society ! Where is the really benevolent Society of Friends?
Where is there the slightest flush of that frenzy of indignation not long
since exhibited in the case of the Jamaica black! But philanthropy has
often its pet victims, on whom it lavishes all its affection, and hence it is to be
seen fervid and flaming in one direction, while it is cold to rigidity in another,
where the claims upon its sympathy are very similar, if not the same. It is
to be hoped that some member of Parliament will endeavour to divert his
colleagues for a moment from matters more interesting to themselves,
perhaps, and fix their attention on one than which none more concerns
the honour of the nation, and that is, the necessity of pressing the Govern-
ment to make itself a vigilant and efficient representative of justice and
humanity in these seas.’!

It is a pity that, while uttering these sentiments, he
should so sharply blame the missionaries of the New
Hebrides for urging the British Government and the Com-
modore on the Australian station to do the very same thing.
He supposed that their appeals and complaints were only
in reference to personal injuries at the hands of the
savage heathen. These will be seen in future chapters to
have had a far wider reference. The late Sir Williamn
Wiseman himself, then Commodore, assured me, after his
cruise in the Curagoa, that his visit to these islands did
not originate with the missionaries, and that his conduct
was not in consequence of the request of missionaries.
He had reports and despatches from the Home and Colonial
Governments that required him to visit the islands? If
Mr. Brenchley had known the missionaries better, he would
have estimated them more highly.

But to return to the mission, and what it has accom-

} Preface, p. viii. 2 See chapter on Tanna.
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plished in the evangelization of the heathen in the
New Hebrides. In the congregations of the Christian
natives, the mode of conducting public worship in the
mission presents some peculiarities. The missionaries take
many opportunities to draw out the native Christians, and
even inquirers, in the public exercises of devotion in the
church. In all places which I visited I found this. The mis-
sionary asked some of his native teachers, if present, or other
member of the church, to offer prayer. This was invariably
done with promptitude and reverence. Scarcely any of the
elders, deacons, or teachers on Aneityum is incapable of
affording this help to the missionary. On Aniwa, Mr.
Paton states that almost all the male communicants can do
the same. Some, yet unbaptized, I found called upon to
offer prayer in the congregation. Occasionally one is called
upon to give an address. As there are many places of
meeting, there is a large proportion able to conduct devo-
tional exercises. The reasons why this practice is so common
are these: missionaries thus learn the extent and the accuracy
of the Christian knowledge of their converts and assistants,
and are able to detect any error and to correct it. It aids
the decision and consistency of the native Christians, to be
thus committed among their fellow-islanders. It gives them
a facility in expressing Christian truth, and makes them
more efficient helpers in the work.

There is a wonderful disposition to talk among these
people. They do not appear ever to be bashful, or to feel
that tremor in speaking in presence of others which is often
felt in civilised circles. The exercise of their powers in
this way gives scope to their energies in connection with
the gospel, and converts them all into active agents. Thus
it has been, that out of so small a body of communicants
on Eromanga and Faté so many are actively engaged as
native teachers; and thus has such a band been prepared
on Aneityum for pioneering the gospel to other islands.
Thus teachers are prepared on all the islands.
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At first it appeared somewhat strange to me to see a
man clad, it might be, in some grotesque dress, as the old
coat of a soldier or marine, or clad in nothing but a cotton
wrapper round the loins, stand up and lead the devotions
of the people; but the strangeness was all on my side. The
men occupied & good position in the estimation of their
fellow-worshippers, and expressed themselves in a way that
was true to the feelings and wants of all. I have given a
specimen of some of these prayers in the Appendix.

The wives of missionaries informed me that they have
encouraged the same thing in meetings of the native women,
and that numbers of these can take part in exercises of
social devotion or at home. Even youths do the same, and
on the island of Pele, near Faté, one of the natives, almost
a boy, after the death of the teacher settled there, conducted
worship on the Sabbath days. Young lads did the same
on Eromanga after the murder of the Rev. G. N. Gordon in
1861.

Presbyterians have been slow to develop this power;
and it may be that, from the islands of the sea, lessons may
be learned in utilizing, for the benefit of all the congrega-
tion, the gifts and graces which belong to each member.

It is very interesting to mark the influence of the mis-
sionary on the islands. On those that are still heathen he
is respected and trusted. When difficulties arise with
traders or white settlers regarding land, when cases require
to be brought under the notice of commanders of ships of
war, the missionary is felt to be the faithful exponent of
the wants or grievances of the natives. They know that
the missionaries are not seeking personal advantage, and
hence they are implicitly relied on in matters of peculiar
difficulty.

On the Christian islands, the missionary endeavours to
lay upon chiefs the importance of exercising a rightful
authority ; but where the power of a chief is limited, as it
is on all the New Hebrides, to a village or two, the advice
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of the missionary is of highest consequence. Some have
called this an usurpation of power and a meddling with
politics and trade. Those especially complain of it, who
want to take advantage of native ignorance; but it is the
conviction of moral rectitude, and the exercise of a con-
siderate philanthropy, that lead the missionaries to give
information and counsel where ,the welfare and the morals
of their people are concerned. ‘

To have gained that influence by doing good, and to use
it for good, is a noble work. 'Whether among the inhabit-
ants of England in days long past, or among the islanders
of the New Hebrides now, what Wordsworth says of such
missionaries is true :—

‘ Rich conquest wins them : the tempestuous sea
Of ignorance, that ran so rough and high,
And heeded not the voice of clashing swords,

These good men humble by a few bare words,
And calm with fear of God's divinity.’

Civilisation has not made such rapid progress in the
Christian islands as one would be led to expect, and as
some islanders have illustrated in other groups. It must

be remembered that the New Hebrides are inhabited by a

much lower type of men, and that civilisation is of slow
progress. When a person lands in Aneityum from Europe
or from the Colonies, and sees the native life and manners,
he feels a shock, and is led to ask, Is this all that Chris-
tianity has accomplished ? The natives live in the same
kind of huts as they occupied before. They have appa-
rently the same indolence, and evidence small desire to
imitate the higher style of life and manners set before them
by the missionaries. What improvement they have acquired
they owe under God to the missionaries. What is the
amount of that improvement? They have abandoned all
the abominations and superstitions of their heathen life.
They respect the moral law as summarised in the ten

commandments. They fear and serve one God, and worship
D
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His name without any idolatry or fetishism. They rever-
ence His name. They keep holy the Sabbath-day, and for
this purpose cook all their food on the previous day, so as
to spend the day in the public and private exercises of
God’s service. Not that they make it a day of gloom.
They sing too much and too heartily for that, but that they
refrain from what on other days takes up so much time.
The second table of the law has received as striking illus-
trations. Family life has become purer by the abolition of
polygamy, and more happy by the residence of man and
wife together, which did not characterise their heathen
state. Parental responsibility is more fully realized and
discharged, and filial piety is encouraged by their domestic
worship and by a better training. Life is safe in Aneityum
and Aniwa from one end of the islands to the other, both for
white men, natives of other islands, and members of different
tribes—a safety quite unknown on heathen islands. The
seventh commandment is respected, and to a great extent
kept. Mr. Inglis has observed this for a long period of
years, and marked what might be called the besetting sin
of these races in sunny climes. In three hundred births
during four years, there were only fwo illegitimate. Such
births are rare on Aneityum. This is very remarkable, and
speaks volumes for the moral influence of Christianity over
the people, tempted as they are by the disproportion of
sexes and the vices of white traders.

Property is more highly valued, yet thefts are rare! A
prevalent custom throughout all the islands was that each
man should share the wealth of another, yet Christianity
has tanght the Aneityumese to respect each other's rights
in the possession of property. Truth is spoken, and though

! Captain Moresby, the distinguished commander of H.M.S. Basilisk,
informed me that some of his seamen’s clothes were stolen at Aneityum while
they were exposed to dry on the shore. The chiefs, however, at once paid
the loss, and afterwards punished the thieves. On no other island would

clothes have been left on the shore to dry. Even in England there are some
thieves,
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there is everywhere a desire to get as much for nothing as
possible, a proper training has taught the Christians not to
covet anything that is their neighbour’s. When any theft
takes place, it is promptly sought out and punished. They
can all read; many of them can also write. They can
take a part in whaling enterprise, in the preparation of
arrowroot, and in some of the practical arts of house-build-
ing. Mr. Inglis tried to introduce cotton-growing by means
of a company formed for the purpose in Glasgow. An
intelligent and respectable man was sent to superintend the
machinery and the cleaning process, and to give full value
for native produce. The people were encouraged to culti-
vate small patches of their own lands. For a time all
went well, but the native indolence was too much for it,
and the enterprise was abandoned without much loss. It
was premature. But the people produce and dispose of
taro, bananas, and pigs. They have not many cocoa-nuts
there to spare. On Aniwa the latter are abundant, and are
freely sold. British manufactures are sought in return.
Tobacco, though used, is not there the only or the chief
object of barter. They want, because they wear clothing.
Manchester goods are eagerly sought for wrappers. Shirts
and trousers are wanted. Handkerchiefs and coats, caps,
straw hats, and bonnets are purchased. Indeed, a trade in
useful articles marks the Christian islands, whereas in the
heathen, tobacco, muskets, powder and shot, hatchets and
knives are almost the onmly things saleable. More manu-
factured goods are sold on islands where there are mis-
sionaries, than on all the others put together in this group.

All this is a great change from former habits of life, and
it is due entirely to missionary enterprise. Traders who
have resided on the islands, or who have visited in vessels,
have not produced a similar result. What have they pro-
duced for good in native civilisation? There have been
some traders honourably distinguished for rectitude of con-
duct and purity of life, who have received honourable
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mention from the late Bishop of New Zealand' and from
other missionaries, and whose names have invariably been
mentioned with respect by the natives. The greater pro-
portion have entered into impure relations with native
women, and some have abandoned their illegitimate off-
. spring to heathen reproach, or to the charity of missionary
orphanages. They have been often known to keep women
on board their vessels for immoral purposes, and to encourage
prostitution. They have spread by means of this loathsome
vice diseases which are destroying many; and have intro-
duced and fostered tobacco - smoking on almost all the
islands of the Pacific. Bishop Patteson stated that, amidst
the sixty to eighty islands which he visited, he only found
one which did not know ¢ tobacco,’ and the same island did
not know the word ‘missionary.” Traders have supplied,
in too many instances, the muskets and ammunition with
which native fights were made more bloody, and European
life less safe. They have created in many cases a love
for the intoxicating cup, and have sometimes given it for
the basest purposes. They have brought foreign islanders
to cultivate land and perform work in sandal-wood or
other trades, and by arming such for their own defence,
have kept up a chronic irritation among the islanders near
them. They have sought personal advantage without
benefiting the natives, and have left no trace of civilisation
among the people; while the atrocities, cruelties, and blood-.
shed connected with the sandal-wood trade and the recent
labour traffic have inflicted many injuries on the lives and
families of the natives, and led to retaliation, which has
forfeited the lives of many who were not guilty of the
crimes that provoked revenge. The labour traffic has taken
away a large proportion of the male inhabitants of many
islands, and disorganized their entire life, while, as Bishop
Patteson testified, some islands have been almost depopu-

' Life of George Augustus Selwyn, D.D., Bishop of New Zealand, and
afterwards of Lichfield, vol. i. p. 308.
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lated. The lives and example of many white men in these
trades have been antagonistic to missionary work, and
often have natives been inflamed by them against the
missionary. There have been, I repeat it, honourable °
exceptions, and there have been owners in the colonies
who have made it a principle to do & service to the
missionaries, and to convey goods to them free of expense,
and who have charged their captains of vessels to show the
same respect, and afford the same service to the men of
God, who were making trade more plentiful, and traders
more safe among the savage races. ~All honour to these!
But there has been, nevertheless, a brand upon the conduct
of many who have followed trade only in the islands.
They have lost moral tone and character, and if they took
their wives with them, and maintained purity of life, they
were associating with men, and even introducing them into
their houses and to their wives, whose lives were & scandal
to morality and religion. He makes & tremendous risk
who enters such a trade. Happy is the man who, in his
efforts to be upright, virtuous, and pious, resides near a
missionary station, and who, under its influence, abstains
from the temptations to evil which abound in the trade.
The degeneracy of men, the loss of moral character, and
even of life, in the trade have been fearful. Few only have
made money; and where most money has been made, as
in Eromanga, the result to the natives has been evil and
destructive.

‘So far from commerce exerting a beneficial influence
and proving a handmaid to the gospel in the New Hebrides,’
said one of the missionaries, ‘it has proved a hindrance,
and has degraded, if that be possible, the already debased
inhabitants of these islands. It is with no pleasure that I
refer to the conduct of these pioneers of commerce, and I
do not say that all are equally bad, yet when I hear so
much of them as civilising agents, it is but justice that the
state of matters should be known. If chastity be not a
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heathen virtue, neither is it a trait in the character of these
men, I have known on Tanna of actions committed by
white men, more grossly immoral than anything I ever
heard of among the heathen.

¢ During the past five years, many traders have lost their
lives through drink on the island of Tanna. More than
one white man has, in a drunken frolic, shot his neighbour.
At the station of the late Ross Lewin, a man named Jones
shot another of the same name. On board a ketch near
the same place a similar tragedy occurred. At Port Resolu-
tion a white man, under the influence of drink, shot a native
in his employment. Another, under the same kind of
influence, was handling his rifle foolishly when it went off
and wounded him in the leg. After a few days, tetanus
set in, which soon terminated his life. ~ Yet another, stupefied
by native kava, lay down on his bed to smoke, and his body
was speedily scattered in all directions by a light from his
pipe setting fire to'a cask of gunpowder. Two traders lately
were in the habit of shooting at each other; one was killed
in the play, and the other committed suicide.

¢ If the traders have not been careful of their own or of
each otber’s lives, neither have they shown much regard
for the lives of the natives. The articles they supply in
return for labour are not of a very elevating kind. Muskets,
- powder, balls, bullet-moulds, and tobacco, are their chief
exchange. These do mnot possess a peculiarly civilising
influence, except it be that of civilising men from off the
face of the earth.

* With such examples before them, you will not wonder
if I tell you that, as a rule, the natives living round the
trading establishments are the most debased and the most
savage among their people. Instead of the trading estab-
lishments being centres of civilisation, instead of proving
like centres from which light was radiating to all the sur-
rounding darkness, they are centres of darkness, around
which are gathered the lowest of the people. Can men
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who live unchastely be expected to advance morality
among the natives ? Can men who pander to native vices,
who use firearms very freely, and on little provocation, be
expected to do anything to elevate the people? I have
known some join in the obscene dances of the natives.’!

On the other hand, the missionary has maintained, through
a residence of years among the same people, a consistent
character for piety and virtue, Very rarely have instances
of immorality been found among hundreds who have
laboured for many years in Polynesia. As a general rule,
the missionary has abstained from purchasing land for the
purpose of enriching himself. Few societies would retain a
misgionary in their service who speculated in land. They
have spent time, talents, health, and strength, endured
hardships and sufferings, and exiled themselves from civilised
society, for the purpose of learning and reducing to writing
the tongues of savages, of teaching these people the word
of God, of directing them to the Saviour, of elevating their
life to a higher morality on earth, and of fitting them for
the kingdom of God. And they have had their reward.
They went forth in the name of God, and were moved by
His infinite love. They relied upon His promised blessing.
They prayed, and taught their barbarous hearers to pray,
for that blessing. They confessed their weakness without
it, and their entire dependence on it. But they spoke and
acted in the faith of God’s promise. Nor did they speak
and act in vain.

¢ The still small voice is wanted. He must speak
‘Whose word leaps forth at once to its effect ;
‘Who calls for things that are not, and they come.
Grace makes the slave a freeman. 'Tis a change
That turns to ridicule the turgid speech
And stately tone of moralists, who boast
As if, like him of fabulous renown,
They had indeed ability to smooth
The shag of savage natare, and were each

! The Rev. William Watt's address in Sydney, 1874.
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An Orpheus and omnipotent in song.

The transformation of apostate man

From fool to wise, from earthly to divine,

Is work for Him that made him. He alone,
And He by means, in philosophic eyes,

Trivial and worthy of disdain, achieves

The wonder ; humanizing what is brute

In the lost kind, extracting from the lips

Of asps their venom, overpowering strength

By weakness, and hostility by love.'—Cowrzr.



CHAPTER IIL

THE MISSION VESSEL.

‘ Heaven speed the canvas gallantly unfurled
To furnish and accommodate a world,
To give the pole the produce of the sun,
And knit th’ unsocial climates into one.
Soft airs and gentle heavings of the wave
Impel the fleet whose errand is to save,
To succour wasted regions, and replace
The smile of Opulence in Sorrow’s face.
Let nothing adverse, nothing unforeseen,
Impede the bark that ploughs the deep serene,
Charged with a freight transcending in its worth
The gems of India, Nature's rarest birth,
That flies, like Gabriel on his Lord’s commands,
A herald of God’s love to pagan lands.'—CowpER.

MissioNs have been much indebted during ages to the
mercantile marine for conveying, on errands of mercy, the
heralds of the cross. Some firms have given a free passage
to missionaries to India and to China, and also greatly
diminished the expense of transit to the hundreds who have
borne the ordinances of religion to far distant colonies.
Even ships of war have aided in this enterprise, and have
afforded passages to bishop and to presbyter on voyages of
evangelization. But the advancement of Christianity has
necessitated the creation of & missionary marine. The fleet
of vessels now employed entirely in the service of the
gospel is no mean flotilla. There are some fourteen or
fifteen vessels dedicated to the service. In the far north, a
vessel serves Moravian missions to Greenland and Labrador.
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A steam screw waits upon Church of England missions at
Sierra Leone. The Dove schooner serves the Baptist mission
near the equator in Western Africa; and, near the same
quarter, a vessel was for a time at the disposal of the United
Presbyterian mission in Calabar.

The Hermannsburg missions have the Candace to aid
their enterprise in Eastern Africa. Norwegian missionaries
have the old Viking spirit sanctified to win conquests for
Christ, as their vessel visits their stations in Madagascar.
A yacht was given by its owner to coast missions of the
Church of England in the North American colonies, and he
afterwards gave himself as its commander.

In the Pacific Ocean, among so many islands, there is
greater need for a fleet of mission ships. The Morning Star
is at the disposal of American missionaries from Hawaii to
the Marquesas. The John Williams visits all the stations
of the London Missionary Society in the various groups of
the South Sea Islands where their agents are located! A
steam-tender to the same Society has been recently placed,
by private liberality, on the new and difficult enterprise of
evangelizing New Guinea. The John Wesley succours the mis-
sionaries of the Wesleyan Methodists in Fiji and the Friendly
Islands; and a small schooner, the Jubiles, is an auxiliary
vessel in the same mission. In the Falkland Islands and
Tierra del Fuegia, the Allen Gardiner waits upon those who
have braved cold and inhospitable climes to carry the gospel
to a benighted people. The Southern Cross, now a screw
steamer, is in the service of the Church of England mission
among the many islands of its solicitude in the Banks’,
Solomon, Santa Cruz, and Swallow group of islands? And
last of all in the goodly array, the New Hebrides has its
beautiful schooner to assist its work among the islands.

1 In one year (1878) the John Williams visited forty-two islands, of which
only seven remained heathen.

* In one season Bishop Selwyn visited sixty-five islands, and landed on
sixty-two, of which not seven were Christiun.
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With every respect to a mercantile and naval marine,
that has done and is doing so much to benefit mankind,
this fleet of mission ships will command the sympathy and
the prayers of Protestant Christians throughout the world.

The New Hebrides mission was long and greatly indebted
to the vessels of the London Missionary Society. It was
in the vessel which his zeal and pleading had secured in
England for missionary voyaging that Mr. Williams visited
the New Hebrides, where he fell a martyr. That vessel
and its successors—three of which have borne the honoured
name of John Williams—have often visited the same group.
Teachers were thus conveyed to pioneer the gospel amidst
the savage races of the New Hebrides. Missionaries thus
came as deputies to visit the teachers and to take advantage
of new openings for the settlement of others. The Rev.
John Geddie was thus brought to Aneityum; and from
period to period the vessel visited him and his fellow-
labourers, taking supplies, and mails, and the cheerful visits
of like-minded brethren. After twenty years of direct ser-
vice, the crowning work of the John Williams was performed
to the New Hebrides mission, by conveying Mr. and Mrs.
Inglis from their own shores to London with the Anei-
tyumese New Testament for printing, and also by affording,
at the same time, a passage to the two daughters of Dr.
Geddie to London, on their way to Nova Scotia. So fully
were these services prized, that a special gift of £300 was
presented by the children of the Church to which Mr.
Inglis belonged in Scotland, as a thank-offering to aid in
the repairs of the Jokn Williams.

The Bishop of New Zealand, in his mission schooner,
did also very much to aid brethren in the New Hebrides.
He conveyed, as we have seen, Mr. and Mrs. Inglis to the
island of Aneityum from Auckland in 1852. He took
their stores and mails as often as he was able; and on one
occasion, when Mr. Inglis had left his watch at Anelgauhat
harbour for him to take to Auckland for repairs, the bishop
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left his own for his use, till he returned the following year.
On another occasion, at Dunedin, Bishop Selwyn related
in a public meeting what he had seen at Aneityum, and
offered to take any contributions which Presbyterians might
send by him to their brethren there. Next morning, as he
was stepping on board his vessel, & purse of £31 was
placed in his hands for the purpose. This sum was
increased by contributions from other places in New
Zealand, as he cruised and told the same story; and when
he landed in Aneityam he was able to hand to the
missionaries £103, 16s. 4d. And as early as 1850, when
in the harbour of Aneityum, he went, at the request of Mr.
Geddie and the chiefs, to bring back several natives of the
island who had gone to Tanna in a trading vessel, and had
not returned. Mr. Geddie accompanied the bishop in his
schooner. They ran down quickly with the trade wind,
and took on board fifteen Aneityumese, and an iuvalided
teacher and his wife and child, and the widow of a deceased
teacher. The little vessel was only twenty-one tons, but
there were thirty-four persons on: board, and it took forty-
eight hours to beat back to Aneityum. This act of kind-
ness was highly appreciated! The bishop also offered to
take the Rev. G. N. Gordon and his wife to Eromanga, if
they came by Auckland. They went by Sydney; but
when the bishop met them afterwards at Eromanga, from
which he had taken young lads to be taught in Auckland,
he volunteered any service he could afford, and urged the
young men to wait henceforth upon Mr. Gordon’s teaching.
A gift of £50 was sent from Scotland in aid of the funds
for the support of his schooner, which he acknowledged
with renewed offers of any assistance he could render in
future. It is very pleasing to record these services of a
high Anglican prelate to a Scottish Covenanter. With all
his High Church leanings, the Bishop of New Zealand

1 Life of G. A, Selwyn, D.D., Bishop of New Zealand, etc., vol. i.
p. 347.
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addressed the Presbyterian missionary the Rev. John
Inglis, but his biographer refers to him as Mr. Inglis, the
Presbyterian teacher.

It was felt, however, that the New Hebrides mission
required a vessel for itself. The other missionary ships came
seldom, and could not sufficiently work among the islands.
There was great danger in sailing in small boats. In one
year between twenty and thirty lives were lost in voyages
in small craft between Aneityum, Tanna, and Fotuna. It
was resolved, therefore, in 1855 to appeal for a little vessel
to aid the mission. The proposal was singularly modest—
a small schooner to cost only £300. In February 1866,
the Committee of Foreign Missions of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church approved of it, as also did the Com-
mittee of the Church in Nova Scotia. While this was
getting ready, the brethren secured & boat of five tons,
which they called the Columba, after the early apostle of
Christianity in the Scottish Hebrides. This was very
serviceable in sailing between Fotuna and Aneityum, and
also Tanna. The new vessel was called the JohAn Knoz,
and was built at Glasgow. She was only thirty-five feet
from bow to stern, and ten feet ten inches in breadth of
beam. The depth of her hold was six feet. She had a
little cabin six feet high, in which ten persons could sit,
and her hold had a platform that could accommodate from
twenty to thirty. She had two masts, and was built of
British and American oak. The cost was £320. She was
put on board the Mooltan at Glasgow and conveyed to
Sydney. There was some difficulty in getting sailors to
take the little schooner to the islands, and the cost was
considerable. However, after a passage of twenty-six days,
she arrived safely at Aneityum. Great was the excitement
of the natives when the cry arose, ‘ John Knoz' is come !’
It was almost as hopeful as that which of old rang through

1 Pronounced Jokn Knokis. See letter of Rev. John Inglis in Reformed
Presbyterian Magazine, 1857,
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Scotland at the period of the Reformation. The money
brought by the Bishop of New Zealand was made a fund
for sailing expenses, and proved very serviceable. The
John Knox was at once put to use. Her first trip to
Fotuna and Tanna was in company with the Jokn
Williams, in June 1857. Dr. Geddie was on board as
master. She more than realized expectations. Her
voyages embraced the five southern islands, and were
made very frequently. After four years, however, the
wants of the mission made her too small. The peculiar
perils of the work at Tanna and Eromanga demonstrated
the necessity of a larger vessel, which could brave heavier
seas. At & meeting held at Aneityum in 1861, it was
resolved to appeal to the supporters of the mission and to
friends in Australia to get a vessel of not less than sixty
tons. The missionaries on the Loyalty Islands joined
heartily in the movement, in the hope that she might be
available for their wants also.

‘When the missionaries had to flee from Tanna, the Rev.
John G. Paton was deputed to visit Australia and solicit
aid for the new vessel. His story of personal suffering,
and of the murder and deaths of other members of the
mission, and his fervent appeals, made a deep impression
upon all who heard him. Some £700 were raised in
Sydney from Congregationalists and Presbyterians. When
he went to Victoria, he was the means of creating a new
era in the history of the Presbyterian Church, and of
infusing a missionary spirit into its new life, resulting from
the union which had recently been formed there. He was
received with enthusiasm everywhere, and raised a larger
sum of money than was needed for the new vessel. A
proportion of it was set apart to bring additional mission-
aries from Scotland, and to provide native teachers for the
islands. Mr. Paton also visited South Australia and
Tasmania in the same cause. Altogether he was the means
of raising £5000, of which Victoria alone gave £2600,
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He was then deputed to visit Scotland to endeavour
to get additional missionaries. Just as he was going, the
Rev. John Inglis arrived in Sydney with the New
Testament in Aneityumese. A public meeting was held—
the governor, the late Sir John Young, Bart., afterwards
Lord Lisgar, in the chair—to. welcome the one and bid
farewell to the other. :

Meanwhile, contributions for the new vessel were being
raised in the lower provinces of British North America,
and throughout the congregations of the Reformed Presby-
terian Church in Scotland. The response everywhere was
hearty and liberal. The vessel was built in New Glasgow,
Nova Scotia. The cost was £3432. A new deck-house,
added afterwards in Sydney, cost £344. The total cost
was, therefore, nearly £3800. She was a brigantine,
rigged as a brig on one mast, and as a schooner on the
other, and was registered under the name of 7The Day-
spring, of one hundred and fifteen tons. Captain W. A.
Fraser, a skilful navigator, was appointed master. She
sailed from Halifax in October 1863. A company of new
missionaries took their passage in her. They consisted of
the Rev. J. D. Gordon, brother of the recent martyr at
Eromanga, the Rev. Messrs. Morrison and M‘Cullagh and
their wives. Mrs. Fraser also accompanied her husband.
After calling at the Cape of Good Hope in January, she
reached Melbourne safely in March 1864. The Presby-
terian mission vessel was hailed with enthusiasm, and
many thousands of Sabbath scholars, who had been the
chief agents in collecting funds for her purchase, paid a
visit on board. This was also done at Sydney, where some
delay was occasioned by the building of the new deck-
house. The Rev. John Geddie met the vessel at Melbourne,
and had the satisfaction of seeing the new auxiliary and the
reinforcement as he was about to pay a visit to Nova Scotia,
after sixteen years' labour in the New Hebrides.

The Dayspring was much admired by all who examined
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her. She sailed from Sydney with the missionaries, in-
creased by the Rev. 8. Ella for the island of Uea in the
Loyalty group, and anchored in the harbour of Anelgauhat,
Aneityum, on the 5th June, after a stormy passage, and
was warmly welcomed.

The Dayspring sailed from Aneityum on the 28th June,
with five missionaries on board, to visit all the stations on
the Loyalty Islands. On arriving at Lifu, it was found
that the French had taken possession of the group, and
had put them under military law. No one was allowed to
land, and the Dayspring returned to Aneityum.' The
Loyalty Islands were visited for three years, but it was
found that the directors of the London Missionary Society
desired their own vessel to visit there, so the Dayspring
was confined to the work of the Presbyterian mission in
the New Hebrides.

The support of the vessel now became a serious question.
Efforts were made by Mr. Paton, who had returned with
Mrs. Paton—a like-minded partner—from Scotland, to get
sufficient funds, and to secure some permanent means of
adequate support. A visit was paid by the vessel to
Hobart Town, Launceston, and Adelaide, and new
enthusiasm created in her behalf. Sufficient money was
secured, and an arrangement was gradually made to pro-
vide for the annual outlay. The General Assembly of the
Victorian Church offered £500 a year, to be raised chiefly
by the Sabbath scholars; and so great was the enthusiasm
that much more was got for several years. The Church
in New South Wales offered £200, in Otago £200, in
Auckland £100, while from South Australia, Tasmania,
and Queensland sums were also got. The children of
the Church in Nova Scotia provided £250, and those of

1 Mr. Ella rendered a great service during his enforced stay on Aneityum
by printing the Gospel of St. Luke in Eromangan, a primer and catechism
in the same language, and a hymn-book in Fatese. He afterwards reached
Uea, where, amidst many trials from Romanists, he laboured.
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the Reformed Presbyterian Church in Scotland a similar
sum. Thus £1500 as a minimum were secured, but as
much as that was raised in Victoria alone for some years.

In 1866 the fruits of Mr. Paton’s appeal arrived in three
new missionaries; and a3 Mr. and Mrs. Copeland, and Mr.
and Mrs. Paton, and Dr. and Mrs. Geddie were all waiting
to be conveyed, there was a large party. At the same time
the Jokn Williams was in the port of Sydney, and a new
band of missionaries were about to proceed by her to other
groups. It was resolved, therefore, that Dr. and Mrs.
Geddie, Mr. and Mrs. Neilson, their son-in-law and
daughter, should go by the Jokn Williams. Before the
mission party left, there were several meetings. One of
them may be referred to here. The Dayspring had been
lying up the Paramatta river for three months near the
residence of William Wright, Esq. of Drummoyne, who,
along with his excellent wife, had given apartments in his
house to Captain and Mrs. Fraser and their family during
the three months. Mr. Wright, a Scotchman, and by birth
and training a member of the Episcopal Church, wished to
show a further act of kindness—to invite all the mis-
gionary party in Sydney, along with the officials of the
societies connected with the two vessels, to spend a day at
his mansion. He put into the hands of the writer a carte
blanche for thirty persons, and provided a small steamer to
take the company to and from his house, where he had
some of the mission families resident. Mr. Wright visited
the islands the year after, and saw the sphere of missionary
enterprise.

The Rev. Joseph Copeland visited New Zealand, and
there inaugurated a fund for the insurance of the Dayspring.
Many subscriptions were promised to be paid by instalments
over five years. It was a happy idea, and promised well.
Mr. Paton had left & sum of £1300 in the hands of the
treasurer of the Church in Victoria for the benefit of the

vessel. And as contributions in excess had been given,
E
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the Mission Synod recommended, and the General Assembly
sanctioned, the appropriation of the Contingent Fund of
£1500 to the Insurance Fund, provided an equal amount
could be raised elsewhere. The vessel was appointed to
visit New Zealand, and an opportunity was taken to appeal
for further donations to the Insurance Fund. As that
colony had not shared in the purchase, there was reason to
hope, from Mr. Copeland’s previous experience, that there
would be a liberal response. The Rev. Dr. Macdonald of
Emerald Hill, Melbourne, went in aid of the object, and
so did the Rev. John Inglis. A new missionary, the Rev.
William Watt, was there also, to become the agent of the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of New
Zealand in the mission field. The Synod of Otago was
sitting at Dunedin when the Dayspring arrived, and warmly
welcomed the deputies and visited the vessel. Very many
of the people, and especially the Sabbath scholars, went on’
board. Wellington and Auckland were called at on the
way north. The result of the appeal was the sum of
nearly £1500, of which about £1000 were raised by Mr.
Inglis’ advocacy. Otago alone gave over £500. The sum
of £250 was sent from Nova Scotia to this fund, so that it
amounted to £3200. This was originally intended to save
the expense of insurance,! which is always heavy for vessels
sailing among coral islands; but it was still judged advis-
able to insure for the sum of £2000, and employ the
interest of the invested sum to pay the premium.
Melbourne was made the headquarters of the Dayspring
in 1867, and the Rev. Dr. Macdonald was appointed some
time after to act as agent, with the assistance of a board of

! The following minute was passed by the mission on the subject : ¢ That
this meeting recommends the formation of a fund of £3000, to be invested
by the treasurer of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria for the benefit of
the Dayspring ; the principal to be drawn upon in case of accident or loss
of the vessel, the interest to be expended in meeting her current expenses ;
that the nucleus of this fund be formed of the Contingent Ship Fund,’ etc.
~—Christian Review, July 1868.
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ministers and laymen, the latter selected from gentlemen
having a good knowledge of shipping. Dr. Macdonald
devoted much attention to his trust, and interested the
young people of the Church still more deeply in the mission
vessel. She was taken to Geelong, where large parties
from neighbouring places, as far as Ballarat, came to visit
her. On another occasion, the western ports of the colony
were visited with similar results. As it was always neces-
sary that she should leave the tropics before the hurricane
season in January, and remain in the colonies till that was
over, there was time for these pleasant trips to interest so
many in her mission. It was found, however, that they
encroached upon the period when she should sail to the
islands, which ought always to be about the end of March,
and they were besides very expensive. While in the New
Hebrides, the usual course is first to call at all the stations,
and land the stores on which the mission families have to
subsist during the year, and take what may be waiting for
shipment from one station to another. This involved a
call at twelve different stations, situated on ten islands,
lying over a distance of 400 miles in a direct line. A
fortnight, and sometimes longer, is oeccupied in this work,
as baffling winds often drive the vessel out of her course.
The missionaries join her on her return voyage, in order to
be able to attend the annual meeting of the Mission Synod.
Their wives and families have, for the most part, to be
taken to some of the southern stations for safety. The
return voyage is longer,-as the south-east trade winds are
right ahead. Thus, from Aneityum to Espiritu Santo and
back again, about a month or six weeks are occupied. The
Synod sits ten days or a fortnight, after which the vessel
sails again, taking the missionaries and their families to
their respective homes. The stations where native teachers
are located have also to be visited, and efforts are made to
pioneer the way for new openings by friendly calls at
heathen islands. Occasionally, also, trips have been made
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to the more easterly islands occupied by the London Mis-
sionary Society, for reinforcements of native teachers to
labour in the New Hebrides, and for the return of these to
their own lands. This makes a lengthy voyage for the
year. Frequently a second voyage has been made to the
colonies, to Melbourne, Sydney, or Auckland, to take or
bring mission families.

It is now apparent that this must be a regular part of
the work of the vessel. Thus mission stores can be re-
newed before flour gets sour, or in case any has been
rendered unfit for use. Where all supplies had to be got
at once, it required very careful packing in the colonies,
very careful landing at the stations, and as careful storing
at the mission premises, to prevent articles so perishable
from being spoiled before they were used, during a period
of twelve months.

The vessel was much esteemed by the missionaries, and
proved a great source of comfort to them. It was of
eminent service in the mission. It gave moral backing to
the solitary missionary among heathen savages, and let the
latter understand what kind and powerful friends the
missionary had. It did the same to the native teachers.
It exercised a vigilance in the interests of humanity over
the doings of all other vessels trading in the group, and
enabled white settlers to know that philanthropy and
religion were observant of their transactions among the
natives. It was deemed necessary to decline taking
freight, as it interfered with the regular service of trading
vessels. It was as necessary to forbid even the gratuitous
conveyance of stores to settlers, or of their produce from
the islands. Any case of this arising, exposed the officers of
the vessel to censure. Accusations on both heads were made
from time to time. The French governor at New Cale-
donia made complaint to one of Her Majesty’s naval com-
manders on the subject, which was found to be groundless.!

1 See Captain Palmer's Kidnapping in the South Seas.
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Competing firms were also always ready to mark any
favour shown to one in preference to another. Even a
return for an obligation was liable to be construed into an
attempt to undersell the fair market value of goods. The
utmost vigilance, therefore, required to be exercised, and
this, as experience has grown, has been developed into
rules of the service.

Captain Fraser, on account of the increase of his family,
resigned command of the vessel in the beginning of 1872.
His successor only commanded for a single voyage ; but it
wes rendered important by a great reinforcement of the
mission. Three new missionaries and their wives accom-
panied the vessel, as also did Dr. Geddie and his daughter,
and Mr. and Mrs. Inglis; and Mr. F. A, Campbell, from
Geelong, went for the benefit of his health. The Dayspring
returned to Melbourne in October, with the Rev. Dr. Geddie
as an invalid. He had been seized with paralysis at the
annual meeting of the mission. His son-in-law, Mr. Neil-
son, accompanied him. It was hoped that he might be
spared to superintend the printing of the first half of the
Old Testament, but it was ordered otherwise.

It was late in the season for a second voyage, as the
vessel did not leave Melbourne till November. Captain
Benjamin Jenkins was appointed master, and Mr. James
M‘Arthur first officer. Both had sailed in her before, and
were thoroughly trusted by the mission. They were also
both men of Christian character.

The Mission Synod in 1872 changed the headquarters
of the vessel to Sydney, chiefly because of the shorter dis-
tance and less exposure to storms. But the islands had
the first disaster. The vessel could not get away so early
as usual, though her voyages were rapid ; and she was in the
harbour of Anelgauhat, Aneityum, on January 6, 1873,
when a fearful hurricane occurred, and cast her on the reef.
This is described in the following extracts from a letter
addressed to me by the Rev. John Inglis :—
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¢ ANEITYUM, NEW HEBRIDES, January 29, 1873.

¢ My DEAR Sir,—I am sorry to inform you that the Dayspring is lying s
total wreck at the mouth of Aneityum harbour, having been driven ashore
on the 6th instant during one of the most terrific hurricanes that ever passed
over this island—at least since any white man lived on it. No lives were
lost ; but for several hours those on board, about thirty souls in all,—there
heing a number of native passengers in the vessel,—were in imminent peril.
For the last twenty-five years—that is, since missionaries were settled on
this island—the only other hurricane equal to this, or at all approaching to
it, was that of the 14th and 15th of March 1861, when Mr. Copeland had
charge of this station, and Mrs. Inglis and I were home on a visit. Mr.
Copeland published a full and carefully prepared account of that hurricane,
a copy of which is lying before me. I am thus enabled to compare the two.
The hurricane of 1861 was of longer duration than this one. On that occa-
sion the sea rose higher on this side of the island than during this hurricane.
At that time it rose nine feet above high-water mark, and this time it only
rose seven. The destruction of food and houses was greater on that occasion
than on this, owing to the sea rising so much and inundating all the low lands.
Two vessels went ashore in that hurricane, and one went to pieces. But
both the natives and white men residing then on the island, say that the
wind was considerably stronger on this occasion. During this hurricane, the
aneroid barometer fell twenty points, or one-fifth of an inch lower than in
1861. On that occasion it fell 140, or one inch and two-fifths of an
inch. At this time it fell 1:60, or one inch and three-fifths of an inch.
This is more than an inch lower than I have ever known it to fall. The
strength of the hurricane came from N.N.E.; when the hurricane was
approaching its height the wind veered round to the N., then to the N.W.,
and finally, when it began to abate, to the W. It was but of short duration
—not more than three or four hours; indeed it was during one short
hour that almost all the damage was done. It was at the height about five
in the morning. The glass then began to rise, and rose as rapidly as it had
fallen.

*The Dayspring had come to anchor in Aneityum harbour at noon on
Friday the 8d instant, and all arrangements were made for her sailing on the
Tuesday morning following. She had called at every mission station for the
last time this season, except Fotuna, the wind not permitting her to make
that island on her way south. . . .

¢On Sabbath the weather was squally, and the glass fell a little; bat
there was nothing to excite alarm. It was just such weather as we frequently
have at that season of the year ; moreover, no hurricane had ever been seen
by any one connected with the mission till nearly a month after that date.
The first mate, Mr. M‘Arthur, however, had taken every precaution on
Sabbath ; both anchors were down, every inch of chain was paid out, the
top-masts and yards were sent down, and everything was done to secure a firm
holding and lessen the strain upon the ship. The wind, too, was blowing
from the land and out of the harbour. The harbour is open to the 8. W.,
and it is when the wind blows from that point, and brings in a heavy sea,
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that danger to vessels arises. I have known six vessels driven ashore in this
way here ; but I have not known of any one being injured while the wind
blew from the land. About four o'clock on Monday morning, however, the
wind blew with such irresistible violence that both anchors were started,
and the vessel, dragging her chains and anchors, ran out of the harbour as if
she had been a mail steamer going at full speed. She was all hut clear of
the harbour, and out to the open sea, where she would have been safe, when
the wind suddenly veering, or a cross sea coming up, or both, she was struck
with such force on the broadside as, notwithstanding the breadth of her
beam, all but capsized her; a tremendous sea at the same time bearing her
along, pitched her right nup on the edge of the reef. Here she was exposed
to the fall force of the breakers ; and had she remained in that sitnation the
probability is that she would soon have gone to pieces, and every one on
board have perished. But a second tremendous sea came on, lifted her up,
and carried her a considerable way on to the reef—as far, indeed, as the
chains would permit, the anchors being caught by the coral. As soon as
daylight enabled the sailors to sce, they cut down the foremast, fearing lest
the working of the mast would have split up the vessel. When the rain,
mist, and spray had so far cleared off that the vessel could be seen from the
mission house, flags of distress were observed flying, and men were noticed
perched on the rigging. The ship’s boats were smashed, and the people on
board had no means of escape. But the storm rapidly subsided, and as soon
as it was at all safe to go out to the vessel, Mr. Joseph Underwood, of the
whaling establishment on Ieyeny, went out with his boat to render what
assistance he could. Manura, a Tahitian belonging to the other whaling
establishment, also went out in his boat ; and Mr. F. A. Campbell of Geelong
—who was a passenger in the Dayspring, but who had gone ashore when the
vessel came into harbour—went out with Mr. Murray's boat. All on board
—men, women, and children—were got safely on shore. . . .

¢ Our arrangements hitherto have always been to have the Dayspring
away from these islands before the end of December, although for several
years past some leading members of this mission considered it quite unneces-
sary to hurry her away so soon. *‘ No hurricune,” said they, ‘ has ever been
seen in January ; trading vessels almost always remain down till January,
some of them all the year through ; the Dayspring is a stronger vessel,
better manned, and better found than any of these. Why, then, should she
hurry away before any other veasel 1” 1 never concurred with these views,
although it was difficult to meet them with any argument much stronger
than such commonplaces as, *‘ That it is wise to err on the safe side,” and
¢ There may be danger in staying, but there can be none in leaving.” 8o
little danger was apprehended in this group, that one or two members of the
mission proposed doing away with the insurance. This was the first year
she was not out of the group before the end of December, but it was the
force of circumstances, not any change of plan, that kept her so long this
year ; and yet, but for the hurricane of the 6th, her anchor would have been
weighed for the last time on the 7th of January.

‘But no blame can be attached to Captain Jenkins for this delay. The
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second voyage to Melbourne in September last, added to the unusual amount
of labour which the vessel had to perform in the early part of the season,
threw her more than a month behind her time for her last voyage among
the islands. It was the first voyage Captain Jenkins had had command of
the Dayspring, and he did his very utmost to economise time. The voyage
from Melbourne to Aneityum was, perhaps, the shortest on record ; and the
Dayspring remained only one day in Aneityum harbour ; and notwithstand-
ing there was more than the average amount of calms, currents, and unsettled
weather, the voyage round the islands was performed in less than the average
length of time, and the vessel was brought back to Aneityum without the
slightest mishap.

‘When daylight opened on us on the morning of the 6th instant, every-
thing on and around my station bore the aspect of utter desolation. I had
ten houses blown down, and every building more or less injured. Two
whaleboats—the one borrowed by Captain Jenkins, the other borrowed by
myself—were each dashed into a hundred pieces. At both the whaling estab-
lishments, boat-houses were carried awny, and boats smashed in the same
manner. The natives have lost fully three months’ provisions, but I cannot
at present enter into details.’

It was three months before the wrecked company arrived
in Sydney. They had to wait a long time on Aneityum
before any vessel called. At length the Sea Witch schooner
was hailed, and engaged to take them to Noumea, New
Caledonia, where a passage was got in the French mail
steamer. In continuing her voyage to Fiji, the Sea Witch
was also wrecked.

There was very great sorrow throughout the colonies on
account of the loss of the Dayspring. This was intensi-
fied by the fact that on the very day of the arrival of the
shipwrecked company in Sydney, the Rev. Joseph Annand,
M.A, and his devoted wife, had arrived from Nova Scotia
to join the mission on the islands. The Marine Board at
Sydney, after full inquiry, acquitted Captain Jenkins and
and Mr. M‘Arthur, the chief officer, of all blame,

A board of ministers and laymen was immediately con-
stituted in Sydney, in accordance with the advice of the
Mission Synod. Every effort was made to get a vessel
chartered. The lay members of the board were very active
and vigilant, and to their zeal and wisdom it was due that
the Paragon, a three-masted schooner of 160 tons, and
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just off the stocks, was chartered. She was admirably built,
of colonial hardwood, by two Aberdeen shipbuilders settled
in Sydney, and, though not adapted in cabin accommodation,
was otherwise fitted for the work. The charter was for five
months, or more if required, at £80 a month, and insurance
for £3000. The board was to provide all officers, crew,
and stores. A clause was inserted in the charter giving
option of purchase for £3000 on her return.

The Paragon left Sydney on the 24th May 1873, and
arrived at Aneityum after a passage of nine days. The
vessel proved to be a splendid sea-boat, and pleased all
The Mission Synod recommended her purchase, if parties
interested in the mission were found agreeable. On her
return to Sydney, the board made inquiries relative to the
building of a vessel before taking any steps to purchase.
It was found that ship property had risen rapidly during
the six months, and that £1000 more would be required
to build a new vessel. The owners of the Paragon had an
offer of £700 more than they had agreed to take in the
charter bond. As three of the missionaries had come to
the colonies in the vessel, and were taken into counsel; as
the committee in Scotland had urged the propriety of getting
a vessel in the colonies; and as prices were rising, the Board
decided to purchase the Paragon. This was accordingly
done. After considerable delay, £2000 were recovered
from the offices in which the Dayspring had been insured.
But as the £1000 recommended by the Synod to be ad-
vanced meantime from the Insurance Reserve Fund could
not be got, two of the lay members of the Board secured the
advance of the sum, and the vessel was paid for. An
application was made to the Board of Trade in London for
the change of her name, as the Mission Synod requested the
Dayspring to be continued if possible.

Tenders were called for the necessary alterations, and a
contract entered into to provide a saloon with cabins for
missionary passengers. All was to be ready by the 25th
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March, when she was appointed to sail for the islands.
The cost was to be £420, exclusive of furnishings.

It was at once necessary to take steps to get the sum of
£1500 required to meet the outlay. A public meeting
was held in St. Stephen’s Church, Sydney, in October, when
the Rev. Messrs. Copeland, Goodwill, and Paton gave ad-
dresses. It was resolved to open a subscription, and to
solicit the services of the Sabbath scholars, as before, in
providing the funds for their missionary vessel. The mis-
sionaries met with the Sunday-school teachers of the Pres-
byterian Church in Sydney in St. Andrew’s Church shortly
after, and made an appeal for a hearty and early effort to
get funds. Cards were ready and were distributed. A
fortnight was allowed for their return. The response was
prompt and liberal. One school sent £80, a second £60,
several from £30 to £50. The missionaries addresséd the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of New
South Wales in the end of October, and were warmly
received. The Rev. Joseph Copeland remained in that
colony, and undertook to visit as many districts as his
health would allow. The Rev. Messrs. Goodwill and Paton
left for Victoria, to attend the General Assembly in Mel-
bourne the following week, and inaugurated the movement
there. Mr. Goodwill spent three months in that colony.
The Rev. J. G. Paton proceeded to New Zealand, and
arrived in Auckland in time to address the General As-
sembly of the Church, and bring the claims of the vessel
before them. He then went through part of the colony
to Dunedin, where he addressed the Synod of Otago and
Southland. He visited many of the congregations, and
was greatly encouraged and helped. Otago responded most
liberally to the appeal, and gave £1000. The other pro-
vinces made up the sum to nearly £1500. New South
Wales gave £600. Victoria sent the sum of £400.
Hobart-town also sent over £30. The Foundry Boys’
Society in Glasgow contributed £25 for the new vessel
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Upwards of £2500 were raised, and after the payment of
all expenses incurred, it was found, when the missionaries
reassembled at Sydney, that the vessel was fully paid, with
a balance to her credit. It was certainly a great success,
and in so short a time. It made the hearts of the mission-
aries thank God and take courage.

It was difficult to complete the alterations by the time
appointed, but at length the day of sailing was fixed for the
4th of April 1874. The missionaries, their wives, and the
ministers of the Presbyterian Church in Sydney, were enter-
tained by the ladies of two societies in the city interested
in the work of the mission, on the evening of the 31st March,
which proved a very pleasant gathering. A valedictory
meeting was held in St. Stephen’s Church on the 3d
April, and on the 4th, according to appointment, the new
mission vessel left Sydney for the islands. Her total cost,
with fittings, was £3800.

The master, CaptainJenkins, and Mr. M‘Arthur, first officer,
were appointed to the new vessel. After Captain Jenkins
left, Captain Braithwaite, who had sailed as mate, received
the appointment, and has given much satisfaction. The
Board in Sydney direct all affairs connected with her when
in port, pay all her charges, and attend to all her stores.
The Mission Synod direct all her movements in the islands.
Instructions are given to the master in writing. The vessel
is sailed on temperance principles, and officers and crew are
strictly enjoined to maintain good conduct on all occasions
towards the natives of the islands, and to add, as far as it is
in their power, to the influence for good which the mission
is designed to effect among the islanders. Having accom-
panied the vessel on this trip, along with the three mis-
sionaries who were returning to the islands, and having
gone the whole round, I am gratified to be able to testify
how fully the vessel is adapted to her work, and how well
conducted were all on board. There were prayers twice
a day, a special service on Wednesday evenings, and public
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worship on the Sabbaths. Several of the officers and seamen
could take a part in the devotional exercises. If the vessel
be always as well manned, she will be a credit to her
supporters, as she is so important an auxiliary to the work
of the mission. The Board of Trade have, on application
made from Sydney, agreed to the alteration of the vessel's
name from Paragon to the one in former use, and so
familiar to friends of the mission, the Dayspring.

The vessel and the Insurance Fund are invested in the
names of three trustees. All her financial affairs are regu-
lated by the board, which consists of three ministers and
three laymen,—the latter approved friends of the mission,
and thoroughly acquainted with shipping,—and the agent
of the vessel, the Rev. James Cosh, M.A., who, having been
a missionary on the group for some years, is thoroughly
acquainted with its business. The master is under strict
injunctions to leave the islands annually not later than the
middle of December, to keep clear of the hurricane season.

Before the Dayspring left Sydney in April 1875, some
ladies, long interested in the mission, presented a large
and beautiful ensign to the vessel. It has the Union Jack,
along with a figure of the rising sun, with the word ¢ Day-
spring’ in white letters on a red ground below. As such
an ensign could not be used without the sanction of the
commodore, I was commissioned to ask his permission.
Commodore Goodenough, in the kindest manner, granted
leave to fly the flag, which is emblematic of the vessel's
name and mission. As she left the harbour this new ensign
was at her stern. The vessel makes two trips to the
colonies each year. Since the trading vessels to the
islands are fewer than they were wont to be, there is no
regular opportunity of getting mails, or supplies in case of
special need; as the missionary band embraces eleven at
present, besides the stations of native teachers; and as it is
hoped that the mission-staff will soon be increased, more
frequent communication is necessary. A report of her
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voyages is annually printed, together with a statement of
accounts, which is circulated largely among the Sabbath
schools contributing to her support.

The mission vessel has been a great bond of union
throughout the branches of the Presbyterian Church inter-
ested in the mission, and has had, as the Rev. Dr. Mac-
donald well remarked, ¢ two mission fields—one in the New
Hebrides and another in the colonies; and I think I am
justified in saying that her influence for good in Melbourne
and other colonial seaports was as important in its place as
her work among the islands from Aneityum to Santo.’! She
is the agent of the churches, and gathers around her many
prayers as she sails among the islands of the New Hebrides,
beneath the bright constellution of the Southern Cross,

¢ Oft shall the shadow of the palm-tree lie
O'er glassy bays wherein thy sails are furled ;
And its leaves whisper, as the winds sweep by,
Tales of the elder world.

¢ Oft shall the burning stars of Southern skies
On the mid-ocean see thee charmed in sleep—
A lonely home for human thoughts and ties,
Between the heavens and deep.

‘ Blue seas that roll on gorgeous coasts renowned,
By night shall sparkle where thy prow makes way ;
Strange creatures of the abyss that none may sound,
In thy broad wake shall play.

¢ From hills unknown, in mingled joy and fear,
Free dusky tribes shall pour thy flag to mark ;—
Blessings go with thee on thy lone career!
Hush, and farewell, thou bark I’—Mgrs. HEMANR,

1 History of the Dayspring in Campbell's Year in the New Hebrides,
p- 65.



CHAPTER IV.

THE SUPPORTERS OF THE MISSION.

¢ Even the favoured isles
So lately found, although the constant sun
Cheer all their scasons with a grateful smile,
Can boast but little virtue, and, inert
Through plenty, lose in morals what they gain
In climate : victims of luxurious ease.
These, therefore, I can pity; placed remote
From all that science traces, art invents,
Or inspiration teaches ; and enclosed
In boundless oceans never, to be passed
By navigators uninformed as they.’— CowPER.

Tug discovery of Polynesian islands with savage inhabitants
drew forth, as we have seen, the pity of the Christian
Church. There have been, and there are still, disputes as
to the proper way in which the Church of Christ should
put forth its efforts for evangelizing savage people. All are
agreed that it is by missionary effort, and that Christians
should combine to support the work. A solitary effort may
begin the movement, like the stone cast into the pool, but
many circles of influence will be embraced before all is
over. The New Hebrides mission was begun by a solitary
missionary settled on the island of Aneityum. He was
supported by a small section of the Presbyterian Church
in a very remote part of the world—the Secession Church
in Nova Scotia. The salary afforded him at the outset was
barely £100, and it was with much hesitation, and by the
narrow majority of one, that the Synod ventured on the
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responsibility. The undertaking was of God, and supporters
rallied around the cause which had drawn forth such a
gallant volunteer. Three years after the settlement of Mr.
Geddie, the same Church sought a second missionary, but
two years elapsed ere one offered his services, and four years
more ere he reached Eromanga, where he was to labour.
Two more offered themselves, and were sent to the New
Hebrides. The Church’s ability expanded as the wants of
the heathen became more fully recognised. In 1861, the
Secession Church united with the Free Church there, and
formed the Presbyterian Church of the Lower Provinces of
British North America. A missionary spirit pervaded it
from that happy event, and though struggling to overtake
the wants of the different colonies at home, and compara-
tively poor in worldly substance, there were sent out, up to
1879, six additional missionaries. Sickness, death, and
martyrdom removed several of the agents, so that there
have never been above three dependent upon the Synod for
support at the same time, That support has, however, con-
siderably increased in its sum, and it has been supplemented
by an annual contribution of £250 for the expenses of the
mission vessel, besides extra outlay in connection with the
outfit and passage of missionaries, and the building and
repairs of the vessel. Besides this, the Church has two
missionaries in the West Indies.

The Synod of the Maritime Provinces of British North
America in connection with the Established Church of
Scotland joined in the work, and sent two missionaries. It
was hoped that when the union of Presbyterian Churches
in the Dominion of Canada took place in 1876, there would
be an increase of missionaries. This has not yet been
brought about; for the support of the mission devolves
upon the Synod of the Maritime Provinces—a branch of the
united Church. Indeed, there are fewer now than there
were before the union, for one of the missionaries resigned
in 1874 and returned to Prince Edward’s Isle, the health of
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his wife necessitating this step. At present three mission-
aries are supported at an expense very largely above what
was given for three fifteen years ago. Several contributions
for native teachers are regularly sent by congregations in
these Provinces, and boxes are frequently transmitted full
of useful articles for the mission.

The Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland was
next in the field. It had supported two missionaries in
New Zealand, and one to the Jews in London. It con-
tained altogether some forty congregations in Scotland,
wmany of which were very small, and unable, without ex-
ternal aid, to support ordinances among themselves. Yet
it may be said of them, as of the churches of Macedonia,
that ¢ their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their
liberality.” In 1857, they appointed two additional mis-
sionaries to the New Hebrides, the Rev. Joseph Copeland
and the Rev. John G. Paton. Since that period there have
been sent from the same Church three more, chiefly, how-
ever, by means of the fund raised for obtaining additional
missionaries by the zealous advocacy of Mr. Paton in
Victoria, and by his appeals for men in Scotland. Other
two were brought out by the same means. Two of these
were students of the Free Church of Scotland, and one of
the United Presbyterian Church. The Reformed Presby-
.terian Church, since 1858, had three missionaries constantly
dependent on its liberality. The children of the same
Church also regularly contributed the annual sum of £258
for the sailing expenses of the mission vessel. That Church
united with the Free Church of Scotland in 1876, and one
lay missionary has been sent to the New Hebrides in 1879,
to take charge of the station rendered vacant by the re-
tirement of the Rev. John Inglis. It is to be hoped that
greater interest may now be taken in the mission by the
Free Church of Scotland, as it connects the South Sea
Islands for the first time with its active missionary enter-
prise, occupied hitherto with India and Africa. In the
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prospect of union among Scottish Churches, there may be
also some proposal to hand over the New Hebrides mission
to the Presbyterian Churches of Australia and New Zealand ;
but there is ample room for more labourers from the latter,
without the loss of the older supporters of the mission,
endeared to so many by the successful labours of Mr.
Inglis. The spirit of union has already organized & new
mission to Africa, and will not likely abandon those kept
up alone.

The calamities of the New Hebrides mission deeply
interested the rising churches of Australia by the visits of
missionaries. These visits proved a great blessing to the
colonial Churches, and awakened a missionary spirit. The
liberality manifested in response to Mr. Paton’s appeals was
so ample that additional missionaries were provided for.
Victoria led this generous and Christian movement. It
was natural that, when so much was raised for the pre-
paration and passage of missionaries, there would be both
willingness and ability to maintain them. As the churches
already supporting the mission were taxed to the utmost, it
was not to be expected that the increase of labourers could
be at their expense. When therefore Mr. Paton returned
with his first reinforcement of missionaries, the Presbyterian
Church of Victoria undertook to support two. But a request
was made to Mr. Paton himself to become one of these.
The call was accepted by him, and thus a new link was
made between that Church and the mission. It is always
important, at least in small bodies of Christians, that the
missionary employed should be known by the people sup-
porting him, and in this case, as Mr. Paton had visited
almost every congregation, he was well known. The Rev.
James Cosh, M.A., was also adopted by the Victorian
Church. He had the opportunity of making acquaintance
with many during his short stay in the colony. Mr. Cosh
laboured zealously at Faté for four years, but was obliged

to retire on account of the health of his wife. He has not
¥
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been lost to the cause, for as minister at Balmain, near
Sydney, he serves the mission very efficiently as agent for
the vessel. The Victorian Church then sent a young man
belonging to that colony, the Rev. Daniel Macdonald, who
has been settled in Havannah Harbour, Faté. The Sabbath
schools of the Church undertook a large share in the sup-
port of the mission vessel the Dayspring. The sum was
not to be less than £500 a year, but it was often twice as
much, so great was the interest taken in the mission. And
the interest will certainly be kept up by the missionaries
employed.

The Rev. J. D. Gordon of Eromanga, having paid a visit
to the colony of New South Wales for the benefit of his
health, and having won the esteem of many by his ardent
piety and evangelistic spirit, was asked to become the
missionary of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church. He agreed to this, but only continued two years
in the connection, when from a difference with his brethren
about the conduct of the mission, he resigned and wrought
alone till his martyr death. No successor has yet been
found by the Church in New South Wales, but efforts are
renewed to get one.

The Rev. Joseph Copeland visited New Zealand and
advocated the cause of the mission. This led the Synod
of Otago and Southland to request him to become their
missionary, but Mr. Copeland declined to sever himself
from the Church that had sent him out. One of the new
missionaries, the Rev. Peter Milne, became the agent of
that Church, and another, Mr. Oscar Michelsen, has been
sent. Mr. Copeland, during a visit in 1878, collected
funds in Otago for founding a scholarship for the education
of a missionary.

The northern Church in New Zealand had joined the
enterprise, even before the southern, by appointing the
Rev. William Watt as their missionary. These three
brethren visited New Zealand, and interested their con-
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stituents more deeply in their work by personal acquaint-
ance. The Sabbath schools in New Zealand became
contributors to the fund for the maintenance of the mission
vessel, and about £200 a year were sent from Otago, and
£100 from the General Assembly, for this purpose.

South Australia had taken a warm interest in the mis-
sion, and contributed liberally towards the funds for the
purchase of the mission ship, and for other objects. The
Presbyterian Church in that colony is as yet small, and
has not ventured on the appointment of a missionary. It
is hoped, however, that an effort will be made to do this,
as well as to continue the liberal help to the vessel. The
colony, and consequently the Presbyterian Church there,
may rapidly advance.

In Tasmania, a corresponding interest has been felt, and
an auxiliary to the mission has been maintained there.
From most of the congregations and Sunday schools, con-
tributions for the purchase of the first and second missionary
ships, and for the annual expenses, have been given. There
is a strong desire to support & missionary, if one can be got.
Funds sufficient to equip and start one are already in hand.

The colony of Queensland was visited by the Rev.
Joseph Copeland, and as the issue of his advocacy of the
cause, collections were made on behalf of the Dayspring.
This was not repeated generally, though occasional con-
tributions have been sent to prove that the interest still
continues. The Church has had its struggles to provide
ordinances for its scattered people, but as the colony and
the Church prosper, a missionary may be expected. This
is all the more to be desired, since so many of the natives
of the New Hebrides have been taken to labour in the
plantations of Queensland. The hearts of Christian people
there are open to the wrongs inflicted on the islanders, by
the deceit or force used to remove them from their homes,
cases of which have been proved and punished by the
Queensland courts of justice. They will surely make this
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reparation by supporting a missionary. It has sometimes
been said, Why have not missionaries been sent among the
islanders while working on the plantations? The answer is,
the languages spoken by them are so many that it is quite
impossible. Unless some common language were spoken
by a company of natives, they cannot be taught much while
labouring on cotton or sugar plantations. It is in their
own homes that this work is to be done. Besides, the
numbers on separate plantations are few, and it is to be
feared that those who have imported and hired them are
not so deeply interested in the enlightenment of their
savage labourers as to employ missionaries to instruct
them. It is not likely that the importation of islanders
from the New Hebrides will continue much longer to
Queensland.

The colony of Western Australia is not yet embraced
in this missionary work. The Presbyterian Church there
has been confined to a single struggling congregation, the
minister of which lately left for a sphere of labour in New
South Wales, which he now ably fills. The church must
first arise ere missionary zeal can be developed.

With this exception, all the colonial Churches in the
southern hemisphere are taking a part, more or less, in the
New Hebrides mission. Some have no missionaries at
present, but it is earnestly hoped that all will soon have
representatives. It is thus only that the islands can be
fully evangelized. The work is now laid upon these
Churches to aid those who began the mission. Thirty more
missionaries are required to occupy the field. It will take,
therefore, all the zeal and liberality of Australian and New
Zealand Presbyterians to do their part in this great work.
They have other work, we admit. They have to provide
for their immigrant people, scattered over a wide territory.
They have to do something, even more than is being done,
for the thousands of Chinese resident among them, a people
rapidly being increased in Queensland. An effort is being
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made, though late, to carry the gospel to the aborigines,
chiefly to the west and north, where they have not come
under the desolating influence of the rifle and the bottle.
But the New Hebrides mission has its strong claim. There
are many who sympathise with it. And as its wants are
made known, there will surely be an additional effort to
provide men to enter-on this evangelistic enterprise. The
Episcopal Church in the Australasian colonies helps to
support the Melanesian mission; the Wesleyan Methodist
Church, their mission in Fiji, Tonga, and New Britain;
and the Congregationalists, the Polynesian missions of the
London Missionary Society.

The great difficulty felt in Australia and New Zealand is
to get a sufficient supply of men. The colonial ministry
has required its own supply chiefly from the mother
country. Missionaries are wanted from the same source;
but, as there is so great a drain upon the United Kingdom
for all the colonies, it is difficult to get missionary agents.
The colonial Churches are, however, setting up their colleges
and providing scholarships for young men; and it is to
be hoped that some ardent youth, fired with the love of
Christ, will be ready to offer their services for the high
places of the field. From the great revival in Scotland
some may be expected shortly.

The interest taken in the’ vessel is a sufficient augury for
the future. If Victorian Sabbath scholars give £500 a
year ; those of New South Wales, £200 ; of South Australia,
£100; of Tasmania, £100; of Queensland, as we hope,
£100; of Otago and Southland, £200; and of the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the north, £100,
the congregations of all these Churches will not, when the
cause i8 fairly put before them, fail in doing their part.
They will come to the help of the Lord against the mighty.
And such as aid the mission now will also join in support-
ing the vessel.

The vessel could serve other islands without much addi-



36 . THE NEW HEBRIDES.

tional expense. They all lie contiguous to each other, and
could easily be visited. Several are visited where there are
no missionaries at present, to prepare the way for the settle-
ment of teachers. It is a very important part of the vessel's
work in pioneering. .

As s0o many branches of the Presbyterian Church have
united in missionary work on the New Hebrides, it occurred to
the late Rev. Dr. DUFF, the very ‘prince of missionaries,’ that
Churches joining in the Presbyterian General Council might
be induced to take an interest in this group, as a means of
union among themselves. He brought the proposal before
the first Presbyterian General Council at Edinburgh in
1877. In his communication he stated that the New
Hebrides afforded a suitable field for such a combined
experiment, and for the solution of many of the problems
which have vexed and retarded the work in many lands.
He added :—

‘It only enhances the recommendation of such a field,
that already five or six of the Presbyterian Churches have
joint missions in about half a dozen of the more southerly
islands—the majority of them, and especially the largest
towards the north, being as yet wholly unoccupied. The
Presbyterian missionaries of different Churches now labour-
ing there (and it is important to note that there are none there
belonging to any other denomination)—Scotch, Canadian,
and Australian—mutually co-operate, as if they were all
members of the same Church, with a unity, harmony, and
plenitude of brotherly love which remind us of primitive
apostolic times,

¢ If, then, all the Presbyterian Churches represented in
the Council were to supply their proportionate quota of
help, either in men or money, or both, the whole group of
islands might be simultaneously and effectively occupied.
And if so, the whole, by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
on such loving apostolic labours, might, in little more than
a generation, be turned into a garden of the Lord—
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replenished with “ plants of renown,” and “trees of right-
eousness,” to the praise of the “unsearchable riches” of
divine grace. Then might the Presbyterian Churches
throughout the world unitedly betake themselves to some
other well-defined field, to break up the fallow ground, to
sow and plant, and reap in the end & similar harvest of
souls for a glorious immortality. And not only so, but
other evangelical bodies, or outstanding members thereof,
attracted and stimulated by such a model of harmony and
example of success, might be induced to join the evan-
gelistic confederation, and thus help to confer a visible
verification on the solemn words of our blessed Saviour’s
marvellous prayer—* Neither pray I for these alone, but
for them also who shall believe on Me through their word ;
that they all may be one; as Thon, Father, art in Me, and
I in Thee, that they also may be one in Us; that the world
may believe that Thou hast sent Me.”

‘If this or any similar proposal were thought well of by
the Council, it would not be necessary now to adopt any
definite measures of any kind. It would be enough for
the Council to nominate a strong central committee for
Scotland, to meet in Edinburgh, with branch committees
in London, Belfast, the Continent, Australia, New Zealand,
the Cape of Good Hope, Canada, and the United States.
These, by mutual conference or correspondence, might come
to an agreement as to the most suitable field to be, in the
first instance, selected, as well as all the details connected
with the most approved and effective organization for hope-
fully and successfully overtaking it. And thus, before
another Council could meet in New York, Philadelphia,
Geneva, or elsewhere, the whole scheme might be in
energetic operation.’

Nothing has been yet done to carry out the last wish of
Dr. Duff; and the mission is very much in want of a
reinforcement of men, if it is to be maintained efficiently
and extended.
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Among the supporters of the New Hebrides mission are
many LADIES, who, in some cases by associated and in
others by individual effort, have from year to year prepared
boxes containing articles of dress suited to the natives.
Calico in considerable quantity is generally sent. These
contributions are highly valued by the missionaries, and
prove extremely useful. As needlework is taught to the
native women, it is not necessary that clothes be all made
before they are sent. The material is in such cases most
acceptable. Some articles, such as shirts for men, require
to be ready-made. Alpaca coats are also much appreciated.
Indeed, heavier dress is valued in the winter season. There
is thus a way in which ladies interested in the mission
can be very useful, by contributing boxes of blankets,
flannel, calico, and articles of dress. Trinkets and play-
things are of no value whatever. The best course to follow
is to send such things as the missionary ladies desire,
for thus they will most readily serve the purposes of the
mission.

Native teachers generally receive payment for their
services in clothing. It is felt to be desirable that they
and their wives should be attired somewhat better than
the people generally, as an example to the rest. Women
need, in most cases, only one garment, and when that is
neat and loose, it is graceful. ~'When they wear the
petticoat of pandanus leaves, a short-gown and hat are
all that are wanted, with perhaps a coloured handkerchief.
Sometimes a light skirt is thrown gracefully over the
native petticoat. The teachers wear Crimean shirts, with
fustian or serge trousers, and bave alpaca or cloth coats for
special occasions. All like coloured handkerchiefs, and
pieces of Turkey red, and rihbons of bright colours.
Unbleached or blue calico is also generally admired for
the ordinary dress of men round the loins. Whenever
natives begin to attend church, they like some article of
clothing, and they are more desirous to have some comforts
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in their homes. The winter, as we have already had
occasion to state, is even in the tropics very hard upon the
natives, and many cases of coughs and consumption appear.
Blankets, therefore, prove very valuable, and are always
welcomed, as the mats of the natives afford little warmth,
and do not wrap closely.

The missionaries do not, in general, find it to be prudent
to give these things to the people for nothing. It en-
courages a propensity which they have well developed
already. Some service in return is required, which en-
courages an industrious habit, and represses the begging
disposition.

These remarks may ald ladies who desire to be supporters
of the mission, in the selection of articles for their boxes.
The cases containing goods should never be large, as they
have all to be landed in small boats, and sometimes in
heavy seas. It must be remembered that the landing-
places are always on the beach, and sometimes on very
unprotected shores, which the vessel cannot very closely
approach, or get anchorage at all. It is very mortifying,
as has sometimes happened, to see a large case, containing
say a washing-machine, go to the bottom of the sea when
an effort is being made to lower it into a small boat.

More missionaries are urgently required, if the mission
is to overtake the heathen population. There ought to be
three or four more upon Tanna, and a8 many additional on
Faté, while on the islands speaking the Fatese language
there is room for three. The large island of Espiritu
Santo, which has been already occupied, but is now
destitute of any teacher or missionary, should have six,
stationed two and two not far apart. Mallicollo, on the
same western side, is without a missionary, not to say
anything of the islands visited by the members of the
Melanesian mission on the north-east.

The Synod issued an appeal in 1874 for additional
missionaries. ‘These men, they say, ‘must be free from
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organic disease, not too old, possessed of good common
sense, patient, pliable, of a cheerful disposition, of physical
courage, of faith and love to souls; men known to the
Churches, and in whom the Churches have full confidence.’

¢ For such men there are at present several openings on the group. At
some of these, sites have been purchased for mission stations, and & few of
the natives may desire the presence of a missionary among them. We do
not say that at any of these openings, a young missionary coming down
will find & manse and church ready built, or & people able to read, having
abandoned heathen practices and thirsting for the gospel. He may mnot
even find at these places any of these pioneers we call native teachers.
These openiugs are, for the most part, places where a missionary will be
allowed to land, where he can build his house, proceed to acquire the
language, and gradually draw the natives around him. In some cases, how-
ever, there are places vacant where missionaries have already laboured, and
others where teachers have been settlod. Assistance is always provided for
the erection of houses by the men of the vessel, by natives brought from
other islands, and by missionary brethren.

‘To all possessed of qualifications for this field, we can safely say that
well-directed efforts will not be in vain. Those who may join us will doubt-
less have trials,—for what field is without them !—especially at first; but
they will have pleasure as well : they will huve the respect and sympathy of
the Churches supporting them, they will see in time, more or fewer of the
natives giving up their heathen practices, becoming more industrious and
more respectful, learning to read, in due time to be baptized and admitted
to the charch, and leading lives, as far as can be expected, in accordance with
the gospel. They cannot reasonably expect among natives like these to see
& European type of civilisation and Christianity, or that they can be raised
to an equality with the higher races ; but when they compare their New
Hebrides converts with the New Hebrides heathen, they will allow they have
been far from labouring in vain.

¢ As we would not have any to join us under wrong impressions, we con-
sider it but fair to those who may think of this field to mention the more
prominent trials and difficulties. .

¢As elsewhere, some of the heathen are bitterly opposed to the gospel,
but generally we find that they do not embrace it, because they greatly prefer
their heathenism. The supply of native teachers and servants is very
limited, owing to the fact that the climate does not allow of our employing
natives of the Christianized group to the eastward. We are largely
dependent for these helps on Aneityum, the population of which during the
last fourteen years has greatly decreased. The missionary and his wife must
be willing at times to do all sorts of work, even the menial, especially
during the first years. They will have to create and keep in existence all
the necessaries of civilised life ; they may have to acquire a new language



THE SUPPORTERS OF THE MISSION. 91

without any help from books ; they may be the only white people on their
island, and they may be able to communicate but seldom with the civilised
world. They will feel, too, that their work is comparatively isolated, owing
to the diversity of language and the distance between the islands. They
will doubtless, fora time, have to bear with the frowardness, the troublesome-
ness, and the positive unkindness of the natives they seek to benefit. They
will, in all probability, have to sow the seed of God's word with tears, and
wait some time for the fruit. The climate is tropical, and more sickness
may be expected than in a more temperate and healthy region.

‘The missionaries now in the ficld have encountered these and other
difficulties, and have not found them insurmountable ; and we feel sure that
there are many young men, and young women as their wives (for all ought
to be married), in Christian congregations who are willing to endure far more
than we have mentioned for the cause of Christ. Our trials are not greater,
on the whole, than those of many ministers in the Australasian colonies,
especially of those in the country districts.

‘From various causes, such as the introduction of foreign diseases, the
labour traffic, the introduction of intoxicating drinks, the population is
decreasing on all the islands. If anything will stay this depopulation, it is
the gospel. Send us men, therefore, and send them quickly, as every year
is reducing the number of the natives and increasing the difficulties in the
way of their evangelization.

‘We have prayed over this appeal, and may the Lord of the harvest take
it, and make it the means of thrusting forth more labourers into this corner
of His Church.

¢Signed on behalf of the following sub-committee of the New Hebrides
Mission Synod, viz. Messrs. Paton, Milne, Annand, and Copeland.

‘(Signed)  J. COPELAND.

¢ Foruna, July 1874."

Let the supporters of the mission, then, arise and
occupy the field on which they have entered, and become
the instruments in the hand of God of sending the gospel
to the benighted inhabitants of the thirty islands of the
New Hebrides.

‘ Wake, isles of the south ! your redemption is near,
No longer repose in the borders of gloom ;
The strength of His chosen in love will appear,
And light shall arise on the verge of the tomb.

‘ The billows that gird you, the wild waves that roar,
The zephyrs that play where the ocean storms cease,
Shall bear the rich freight to your desolate shore—
8hall waft the glad tidings of pardon and peace.
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On the islands that sit in the regions of night,
The lands of despair, to oblivion a prey,
The morning will open with healing and light,
And the young Star of Bethlehem will brighten to-day.

¢The heathen will hasten to welcome the time,
The dayspring the prophet in vision once saw,
‘When the beams of Messiah will illumine each clime,
And the isles of the ocean shall wait for His law.’
—W. B. Tarpan.



CHAPTER V.

THE ISLAND OF ANEITYUM.

¢ In placid indolence supinely bless'd,
A feeble race this beauteous isle possess’d :
Untamed, untaught, in arts and arms unskill’d,
Their patrimonial soil they rudely till’d,
Chased the free rovers of the savage wood,
Ensnared the wild bird, swam the scaly flood ;
Or when the halcyon sported on the breeze,
In light canoes they skimmed the rippling seas.
The passing moment all their bliss and care ;
Such as their sires had been, the children were :
From age to age, as waves upon the tide
Of stormless time, they calmly lived and died.’

~—JAMES MONTGOMERY.

ANEITYUM, the most southerly island of the group, is
situated between 20° 9’ and 20° 16 south latitude, and
between 169° 41’ and 169° 47’ east longitude. It was
not visited by Captain €ook in 1774, but he saw it from
Tanna, and learned its name as pronounced by the Tannese.
The correct pronunciation is as it is now written—Aneit-
yaum. It is very picturesque on the southern side, and
has a good harbour. The mountains in the centre rise to
the height of 2800 feet; and in the wooded ravines there
are many spots of verdure and beauty. Some streams
murmur amidst the stones of their beds, and awaken
memories of European rather than of Australian waters.
There are, however, on the spurs of the mountains near the
sea, barren spots, where the red earth appears through the
scanty herbage; but on the lower and more level grounds
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are cultivated patches, where taro, sugar-cane, banana, and
other tropical fruits grow luxuriantly. XKauri pine, and
other heavy timber, are in the interior, and sandal-wood at
one time was plentiful A coral reef fringes the coast, but
it is not very large. As the island has striking marks of
volcanic action, the existence of the reef shows how many
ages ago the fires were burnt out, for then only did the
coral insects begin their work.

The people forty years ago were fierce cannibals, con-
stantly engaged in fighting, and savage to foreigners. They
plaited their hair in long cords, as the Tannese do now, and
wore very little clothing. Polygamy was practised, and
widows were invariably strangled on the death of their
husbands, to accompany the departed to the world of
spirits. They believed in another world, and worshipped
a sort of supreme divinity, as well as many others, whom
they propitiated by offerings and sacrifices of pigs, and
occasionally, it is thought, even of human beings. Their
objects of worship—natmases—were more dreaded than
revered. Cruelties the most revolting were practised. As
a people they ranked very low. Their arts were few and
rude; their canoes, houses, and implements of war and of
peace were all very inferior. They painted their bodies,
and wore ornaments of shells. The women wore their hair
short, and clad themselves in a lower garment, made of the
leaves of the pandanus tree.

‘The climate,’ says Mr. Brenchley, ¢ is somewhat humid,
in general agreeable, and to those who are careful, not
unhealthy. The thermometer has never fallen below 58°,
and seldom below 62°; it has never risen above 94°, and
seldom exceeds 89° in the shade’! The same careful
observer remarks: ‘A small dun-coloured rat is the only
indigenous quadruped,’ though he immediately adds that
‘pigs abounded when the island was discovered.’ °Birds
are not numerous: four species of pigeons, two of hawks,

1 Cruise of the Curagoa, p. 195.
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one owl, one species of swallow (which is like the sand-
martin, and builds its nest in caves and rocks), one species
of wild duck. The common fowl, but small in size, was
plentiful when the island was discovered.’

‘ There are no venomous reptiles on the island. There
is a large serpent, about four feet long, the back dun-
coloured, the belly of a dirty yellow. One other snake is
found on the shore, about four feet long, with alternate
bands of black and white across the body. There are
three or four species of small lizards, and two kinds of
turtle. More than a hundred species of fish are found.
They are nearly all different from those found in the
northern hemisphere, and are not at all equal to them as
food, being, with few exceptions, hard and dry. Sharks
are numerous, and shell-fish too. Butterflies abound, some
very beautiful’! There are many whales in the winter in
the neighbourhood. Captain Erskine says that a man at
the mast-head of the Havannah counted twenty in a few
minutes when off the island.

‘When the first vessel appeared in sight of the natives,
about fifty years ago, they thought that it must be one of
their natmases from the spirit-world. They held a palaver
together to determine what was to be done. The bravest
were sent in a canoe with an offering of cocoa-nuts, bananas,
and taro. As they paddled alongside they saw the seamen
smoking tobacco—a sight quite new to them, and they said
to one another, ‘ These are the natmases of the sun; they
are all eating fire!" From some cause unknown, one of
the white men was left on the island when the vessel
sailed. @He was seized by the people, and carefully
examined. They then conferred together, and killed,
cooked, and devoured him.

The natives soon became more familiar with foreign
vessels, for the report spread that sandal-wood abounded;
and as a very safe harbour existed at Anelgauhat, on the

1 Cruise of the Curagoa, p. 199.
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south side of the island, it was favourably situated for their
anchorage. A trader set up an establishment there. A
small island called Inyung, on the south of the harbour, was
purchased as the station, for a few hatchets, fish-hooks, and
other things. For some time the average number of vessels
anchoring, often of course the same ones, was forty per annum.

Scenes of bloodshed characterised the experience of this
trade, of which one example is enough. In 1830, some men
from Tahiti and Rotumah, engaged in cutting, were attacked
by the natives, and some were killed, while five of the
natives were fatally wounded.

The missionary vessel Camden visited the harbour
shortly after this occurrence, but was received with suspi-
cion. However, kindness and presents pacified the people,
and they expressed a willingness to receive teachers, of
whom two, named Tavita and Fuataiese, natives of Samoa,
were left. One of these died shortly after, and the other
returned to Samoa. Other two were settled, named Apolo
and Simeona, to whom were added Poti and Apaisa, in
1845. They had a trying experience, and were in frequent
danger. They were joined by the teachers on Tanna, who
had to flee for their lives; but this increased the peril of
those on Aneityum, and when the mission vessel called in
1846, they presented a united request to be removed.
Two, however, on a strong appeal being made, resolved to
remain, and they pioneered the way for missionaries.

‘Having gained a favourable entrance, the first duty
that devolved on the teachers was the acquisition of a new
and difficult language—a language for which the people
had no letter or symbol whatever; and, to men themselves
not ten years old in instruction, it was no easy work. In
no case have we found teachers going from Samoa and
Rarotonga able to speak to the people of Western Polynesia
in their own language in less than twelve months, and
even & longer time is necessary before they so know it as
efficiently to teach and preach. Sufficient knowledge, how-
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ever, is soon acquired to make themselves fairly understood,
and they are, in every instance, the first to reduce the
language to a written form.

¢ Situated as the teachers were on this island, it would
have been well if they could have received frequent visits
from the missionaries; but twelve months elapsed before
they were again visited. Considering the many difficulties
of their position, they were progressing favourably, and we
were then permitted to rejoice over the first-fruits of success.
Many of the adults, and more of the young people, were
receiving daily instruction; a few had given up their
heathen customs, and the chief had kept his promise, by
protecting the lives of the teachers.

‘Days passed on, and the endurance of the “servants of
Jehovah ” continued: a part of their own house was con-
stantly occupied for daily instruction, both by the young and
the old; and services were conducted for prayer and praise
and preaching. The instruction given on those occasions
was blessed. Rays of gospel light entered the hearts of
many, producing fears and convictions, which led to anxious
inquiries,—*“ Who is God ?” “ What is truth ?” and “ What
shall I do to be saved ?”

¢ About this time, one of the teachers was walking at some
distance from the settlement, and was suddenly surprised
by hearing a sound of weeping, and language in the tone
of distress and supplication. Turning aside, and going
towards the spot whence the sound came, he saw, through
the bushes, a heathen place of worship. An oblation of
food was lying near the altar of sacrifice, and a young man,
kneeling on the ground with uplifted eyes towards heaven,
was praying to his god. “Alas!” exclaims the teacher,
“the compassion of my heart was very great when I saw
this; and, waiting until he had finished his prayers, I
went to him. He knew me, but was surprised to see me
there. I asked him whom he had been worshipping. He
said the name of his god was ‘ Natmase’; and, pointing to

G
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heaven, he said, ‘ He is there” I then inquired if his god
heard and was able to answer his prayer, to which he
sorrowfully replied that he did not know.”’

In 1848, the Rev. JouN GEDDIE and his wife, accom-
panied by Mr. ArcHIBALD and his wife—Mr. Archibald
being a. catechist,—arrived by way of Samoa. The Rev.
THoMAS POWELL, of the London Missionary Society, was
appointed by his brethren at Samoa to go with Mr. Geddie
for a year, and he rendered very valuable service. Mr.
Archibald left after a few months, and went to Australia.
Mr. and Mrs. Geddie had to pass through a very hard and
trying experience in dealing with a low and savage people.
Their property was stolen, and the natives threatened to burn
their houses, and to take their lives. Hurricanes, diseases,
and deaths, were all traced to the missionary, and efforts
were more than once made to destroy him and his family.
Nevertheless they persevered, and hoped to gain a place in
the affections of the people. During their first year's
residence eleven cases of strangling widows occurred. The
missionary used every effort to dissuade the people from so
revolting and cruel a custom, and it is marvellous how he
succeeded. Gradually a number attended their instructions,
and in two years Mr. Geddie could report that forty-five
assembled on Sabbaths to listen to his words and to
worship God.

One circumstance seemed to try the mission party when
they landed. They found that eight Roman Catholic
priests, with eight lay assistants, had just settled on the
opposite side of the harbour, with the intention of forming
a mission. Fortunately the pioneers of the evangelical
mission were men instructed in the Scriptures, who would
have nothing to do with the Romanists. The priests got
no encouragement, and left the island to the Protestant
missionaries. This was a great relief, and no effort has
since been made to establish a similar mission on Aneityum.

In 1850, some attached themselves to Mr. Geddie, and
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guarded him in danger. Some of the chiefs, and even
sacred men, joined him; but opposition became organized
and strong. One of those who joined the missionary was
Waihit, a chief and a sacred man. He was supposed to
have power over the sea, and as he was a man of fierce
and cruel disposition, he was more dreaded than any chief
~ on the island. His mind at length opened to the truth,
and he attached himself to the mission. His disposition
changed, and he showed great eagerness to communicate
to others, the truth which he had himself discovered.
When his child died, a boy, to whom, as he was an only
son, he was very strongly attached, his affliction was great,
and he went to Mr. Geddie for consolation. The story of
David’s bereavement was read and explained to him. The
idea of a& happy meeting after death had a marvellous
effect upon his mind, and he repeated again and again, ‘I
shall go to him, but he shall not return to me’ Waihit
continued faithful, and was one of the first men baptized.
He exercised a great influence for good, and he afterwards
became a missionary pioneer to the savage island of Fotuna.
Another chief, named Jukai, was favourable to the gospel,
but died ere any baptisms had taken place. In reply to the
question of Waihit respecting his hope, he said, ‘I rest on
Jesus only.” One day, a man came to see the missionary,
apparently in distress. He stated that, after hearing a
discourse on the previous Sabbath on the parable of the
sower, he felt that he was one of the unprofitable hearers.
He wished more instruction, and was helped. The men
of his village were much opposed to the gospel, and
threatened. his life ; but he persevered, and regularly went
away on the Saturdays in his canoe to the mission station,
where he remained over the Sabbath, and returned home
on the Monday.

Mr. Geddie, by his exposure and labours, and want of
sufficient European food, was seized with fever in 1852,
and was reduced to very great weakness. A sailor
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belonging to a crew who had been shipwrecked on the
island, sent him some biscuit out of his weekly allowance ;
and this, with a bit of toasted musty bread, was the most
of Mr. Geddie’s nourishment during his sickness. He
never saw, or had opportunity to thank, his benefactor, but
in writing of the circumstance he said, ‘ May God repay
him! His kindness was invaluable to me’ During that
trying period, the shipwrecked party, who were on allow-
ance, offered a share of anything they had. The Join
Williams brought relief and supplies in May. Kind
prethren also were on board to sympathise and console,
and Mr. Geddie took a voyage for & month in the Jokn
Williams, by which his health was restored.

Anotker chief who rendered invaluable aid to the mission
was Nohoat, who exercised authority in the very district
where the missionary resided. For a time he was hostile,
and many doubted his sincerity when he joined the
worshippers. He soon, however, gave evidence of his
change. He cut off his long hair, abandoned polygamy,
and became a true disciple. Though sixty years old, he
attended the school every morning, and was regularly at
the worship on the Sabbath. He too was a sacred man
among his people, but he surrendered all influence thet
did not rest upon truth and right. When the mission
premises were set on fire, at midnight of 24th November
1851, and from which Mrs. Geddie and her two daughters
escaped just in time, the missionary sent for Nohoat, who
when he saw the smouldering roof burst into tears. He
at once set to work, discovered the guilty parties, and
found out a plot. He determined to protect the missionary,
and for two months slept every night on the premises, to
share the danger and be ready to save the endangered.
As he knew the Tannese language, from having resided on
that island during several years in his early life, he frequently
visited Tanna to endeavour to open a way for the gospel.
*No man,’ said Mr. Geddie, ‘did more for Christianity on
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Aneityum than Nohoat” Though suspended on a subsequent
occasion for some misconduct, he showed sincere penitence,
and died, in 1859, in the faith of the gospel, leaving a son,
the chief Lathella, a young Christian of good character, and
who has for years been an elder in the church and an
exemplary Christian.

The attempt to set the mission-house on fire rallied the
friends of Mr. Geddie, and from that day the Christian
cause triumphed. In 1852, the leading white man who
bhad opposed the mission left; and on the 18th of May of
that year, when the Jokn Williams was in the harbour, and
the Rev. Messrs. Murray and Sunderland were present as a
deputation, the first converts, thirteen in number, were
baptized, a Christian church was formed on Aneityum, and the
Lord’s Supper observed. On the 1st of July, the Rev. JonN
INcLIS and his wife arrived, as has been already described, to
join the mission. He was settled in a hopeful spot on the
other side of the island, where his way had been prepared
by native teachers. It was singularly opportune, and was a
leading of the Lord. In 1854, Mr. Inglis baptized nine,
and observed the communion with them. By that time
there were thirty schools established, and two thousand six
hundred of the people attended the public worship of God.
The whole population soon afterwards abandoned heathenism.
In the year 1857, the last case of strangling a widow
occurred, but it was promptly punished by the chiefs, who
had previously prohibited the cruel usage. Woman was
restored in some degree to her place. She no more wore
around her neck the cord by which she was to be strangled,
if her husband died before her. Formerly all had to wear
this from their marriage-day.

Shortly after his successful settlement, Mr. Inglis went
to visit Mr. Geddie, and took with him the principal chief
of his side of the island. This man, named Iata, had been
a great warrior and a notorious cannibal. He had not
been on that side of the island for years, and when he
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entered the church he met a chief, named Nimtievan, whom
he had been wont to meet on the field of battle. Mr.
Geddie says, ‘I wondered how they would act now, and
oh how delighted I was, to see these two men come out of
the “house of God with their arms round each other! I
could not help calling the attention of brother Inglis to the
scene, and saying, “ See what the gospel hath wrought!”’

Mr. Geddie got a very large and substantial church
erected at his station. He had a wonderful art in getting
the people to assist in his various operations devised for
their benefit, and he organized them well. They cut down
large trees in the interior, and carried them for miles.
Most of these are beams fifty feet long, which stretch now
from wall to wall in the church—the largest and most
substantial building in the New Hebrides. It was capable
of holding nine hundred persons. Great was the excite-
ment as these heavy beams were borne along. Hundreds
of people assisted by poles put under the beam and borne
on their shoulders. The chief Nohoat stood on the log,
with his plumes in his hair, and his best ornaments on his
arms. Natives headed the procession blowing conches.
A bell was presented to Dr. Geddie by his former congre-
gation in Prince Edward Island for this church, but it was
broken on the passage.

The last heathen district yielded in 1854. The chief,
Yakaiina, had been a most determined enemy. He was a
sacred man—a disease-maker, and a horrid cannibal. The
people generally were afraid of him, lest they should become
his victims, for he was in the habit of waylaying the un-
wary and killing them. Many children, it was believed,
had been killed and eaten by him. When he became a
Christian, the people said that now they could sleep in
peace. Thus the gospel made progress, and won the people
of Aneityum. The missionaries derived great assistance
from zealous natives, and they did all they could to fit
them for teaching and conducting religious service. ~War,
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cannibalism, and heathen feasts passed away, and the
dreaded ANatmases were given to the missionaries as
curiosities,

These natmases were pieces of wood or stone. They
represented the spirits which ruled the air, the earth, the sea,
trees and plants. They were all the children of Nugerain,
the chief deity. The sacred men exercised great influence,
on account of their supposed power with these gods. The
disease-makers and rain-makers were even more dreaded,
and many presents were offered to propitiate them. These
influences, to a great extent, passed away when the people
learned to fear God and to believe His word. With the
Scriptures they were early made familiar. Portions, as
translated, were read and explained by the missionaries
regularly every Sabbath.

The Gospel of St. Mark was printed in 1853 at Sydney ;
but Mr. Geddie, by means of a small press of his own,
printed hymns, a catechism, and other portions of Secripture.
Meanwhile, the translation of the New Testament was
earnestly prosecuted, as many who had learned to read were
eagerly waiting for it. Mr. Geddie translated the Gospel
of Matthew three times before he was satisfied with it. He
then printed it himself. Mr. Inglis translated St. Luke,
and sent it to London to be printed by the British and
Foreign Bible Society. When Mr. Geddie translated St.
John’s Gospel, the Acts of the Apostles, and St. Paul's
Epistles from that to the Galatians to Philemon inclusive,
he also printed them at his humble press. He thus put
new matter from the word of God into the hands of an
awakened and inquiring people, and did an immense service
to the faith of Christ. Mr. Inglis revised these translations
before they were printed. He tried his own hand upon the
Epistles to the Corinthians and the Hebrews, and the Book
of Revelation. Mr. Geddie added the Epistle to the
Romans. It was intended to revise the whole together
again, and that Mr. Geddie, as having longest had know-
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ledge of the language, should proceed to London to get the
New Testament printed. Mrs. Geddie, however, did not find
it convenient to go on account of her young infant, and it was
resolved that Mr. and Mrs. Inglis should go, and take with
them an intelligent native to aid in the completion of the
translation according to the idiom of the language of Aneit-
yum., The mission vessel John Williams called on the way
to London, and took them on board. This was earlier than
had been expected, but it was a rare opportunity, and was
thankfully embraced. It afforded a direct passage, without
charge, from Aneityum to London, and gave, besides, an
opportunity of visiting’ many mission stations in the South
Seas. The contemplated revision of the two brethren
together had to be given up; but Mr. Inglis, with the
assistance of the native, revised it during the long voyage
of seven months. When he reached London, he imme-
diately conferred with the Rev. T. W. Meller, M.A,, the
Editorial Superintendent of the Bible Society, and set to
work to prepare the copy for the press. While doing so,
he read all recent critical works on the Greek text, such
as Bloomfield, Alford, Ellicott, Stanley, Eadie, Brown, and
Conybeare and Howson. He studied also various versions.
Mr. Meller rendered very valuable assista