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HIGHLAND BROOCH.

THE illustration in this number represents an
old highland plaid or shoulder brooch, found on
the farm of North Pittenkerie, in the westmost
point of the parish of Banchory-Teran, about
the year 1860. It was discovered by Mr. Harry
Shand while ploughing in a field where a num-
ber of old houses had been removed and the
ground reclaimed. The brooch, which is circu-
lar in form, and is perfectly flat, measures nearly
6 inches in diameter, and is made of yellow
sheet brass, enriched with engraved Celtic orna-
ment. The back of the brooch is also covered
with incised scroll work of a simple design.

Numbers of these brooches have been found
from time to time, and are in the possession of
private individuals throughout the country ;
perhaps some of the readers of S. V. & Q. may
be able to throw some light as to the period to
which these relics of Celtic art belong.

G. M.

UNPUBLISHED VERSES BY
MESTON.

( Concluded from Vol. II1., p. .

MESTON’S early connection with th
family has been already noted. In
was largely dependent on the bo
house of Erroll. “ He removed,” wr
grapher in the 1767 edition of th
Poems, “to Turreff, a little village o
west confines of Aberdeenshire. H
invited thither by the late Countess
whom he was well known, and to v
ficence on many occasions he was
debted. By her generosity he po
family lodging in that village rent fr
many presents sent him by orders o
personage. . . Falling into
state of health, he repaired to Petert
the benefit of the mineral waters.
abode in that town he was chiefly st
the bounty of the late Countess of
not only sent him many of the ne
life, but the whole implements for 1
room, besides pecuniary presents.”

To the works mentioned in Vol. I
114, may be added :—

Tale of a Man and his Mare. 1721
(Laing’s Sale Catalogue, pt. iii.,
Mob Contra Mob. Edin., no date.
edition. (Mitchell Library, Gla
Ditto. Edin,, 1731. (British Muser
G. Sutherlandi Diploma. This wa
in 1803 (The Wife of Auc
Edin.) and in 1813 (Carminus.
macaronicorum delectus. 2nd
Query—also in 1st ed. of 1801 ?)

In the first Report, dated 21 Dece
(and hitherto unprinted), of the Roy
sion appointed, after the Fifteen,
University of Aberdeen and all the C
Schools thereof, and to take tryall
sent Professors, Principalls, Regent
and others bearing office therein, ;
mine into their past Conduct and
with regard either to Church or Stat
an interesting reference to Meston
Patrick Chalmers [Professor of M
Marischal College] did frequent the
Assemblies where the Pretender was
by the name of King James the .
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concurred with the late Principal Paterson and
the above named three Regents [George Pea-
cock, Alexander Moir and William Smith!] in
admitting Mr. William Meston, Regent in the
College, after the said Meston had assisted the
Rebels with a drawn sword in his hand to pro-
claim the Pretender at the Cross of Aberdeén ;
and after he the said Meston had pronounced
an Oration wherein Your Majestie’s Right and
Title to the Crown was impugn’d and con-
demn’d, that of the Pretender asserted, and in
which was contain’d the most scandalous and
criminal Expressions against your Majesty and
Government”. From a relative Memorial it
appears that Meston and the other three Re-
gents “delivered an address? to the Pretender
at Fetteresso under the Title of King James,
which address being from the College, it is
highly probable was signed by the Principall
[Paterson] who being aged and infirm was not
able to travell to Fetteresso with the other Mas-
ters.” As formerly stated, Meston was ejected
from office by the Commission of Visitation.
P. ]J. ANDERSON.

Carmen de Insigniis® Comitis Marischalli
Kethorum Gentis Principis necnon
Scotiae Regni Magni Marischalli.
CaEreolus stat utrinque erecto corpore promptus,
t vigil hinc illinc lumina cauta rotat ;
Tresque metallifero palos insignia scuto
Fert expugnati symhola certa loci ;
Principe parte auro dehinc inferiora coruscans
Argento monstrat nobile stemma ducis.
Namque paludatus prodibat ad agmina Chattus
Et trabea fulgens induperator orat.
Sanguine Romano primum rubuere priusquam
Puppe Cathanesios obtinuere sinus ;
Danorum tandem partis de strage trophaeis
Fuste Marischalli nobiliore nitent.
Scilicet ut palus vallat munimina fundat
Aedes a subitis insidiisque tegit,
Sic Danis obstruxit iter velut aggere Kethus
Fergusidum invicto sic dedit esse throno.
Hinc virtus duplicem victrix quia vera coronam
Servatam ob patriam regia dona refert,
Providus et depuas [sic] speculatur vortice regem
Neve gregem posthac caeca pericla petant.

Carmen de Insigniis* Comitis Evrolii
Haiorum Gentis Principis et
Magni Scotiae Regni Constabulari.

1 Ante, vol. iii., p. 101, footnote s.

2 See London Nctes and Queries, 7th S., 1., 129.

8 Argent, a chief paly of six or and gufes; crest (some-
times out of a ducal coronet), a hart’s head erased proper, arm
with ten tynes or; behind the shield, saltireways, two batons
gules semée of thistles or, ensigned on the tops with imperial
crowns ; supporters two harts proper, armed as the crest ; motto,
Veritas vincit.

4 Argent, three escutcheons gules; crest, out of a crown a
falcon proper ; on each side of the shield, issuant out of a cloud
an arm gauntletted proper grasping a sword in pale argent hilt:
and pommelled or; supporters, two men in country habits
holding ox yokes, gules, on their shoulders; motto, Serva
Jugum.

Sanguineo stat utrinque jugo par nobile fratrum
arte ferox culiae pacis et arte ferax,
Sanguineum gestans lriplex insiinia scutum,
Ter celebris meriti digna trophaea sui.
Danorum de caede rubent, numerusque duobus
Cum- natis siygnat nobile stemma patrem.
Expansis crista pennis stat falco tenaci
ngue minax oculis lyncea celsa petens.
Ut volucrum falco fugat agmina, sic tribus Haya
Sub victrix misit millia multa jugum.
Invictum servare jugum rex jussit, ut hostes
Ultrici subdant huic sua colla jugo,
Ut comiti stabuli strictus datur ensis utrinque
Regis ad imperium praesidiumque throni.

e

OLD SAYINGS, MAXIMS AND LOCAL
PROVERBS.

IN response to “ Mormond’s” suggestion to
your readers to add to the list of proverbs which
he has been communicating to you from month
to month, allow me to send you the following :

In connection with his first proverb about
“the mim-mou’d maiden going often to the
mill,” though I have no corresponding one to
supply, yet the following about maidens in ge-
neral may be interesting :—

‘“ A maiden’s heart is a dark forest.”

‘“ A’ maidens should be mim till they’re marriet.”

¢ Maidens’ tochers and ministers’ stipends are aye

less than they’re ca’d.”

¢ Whistling maids and crawing hens

Are nae counted canny 'bout our town-ends.”
¢ The bonny lass tocherless has mair wooers than
chances o’ a hushand.”
It is worth adding, perhaps, as a wise offset to
the foregoing proverb, that the Scots have also
a proverb to the effect—

¢ The greatest tochers make not always the greatest

testaments.”’

I am not sure whether the following proverb
is a West Country version of “ Mormond’s” on
the mim-mou’d maiden, but it suggests similar
ideas to those which he finds there. I have
often heard it applied both to women and men
in my youth, who were assuming a character of
great innocence and timidity—

¢ Ye're nae chicken for a’ your cheepin’.”

While, as significant of the sturdy judgment of
our plain-spoken countrymen in regard to the
kind of partners they deemed most suitable for
wedded life, the following, in which preference
is emphatically given to energy of character,
even when accompanied with a liberal share of
temper, over too great softness and amiability
of nature, unaccompanied by activity of mind,
is refreshingly suggestive—
¢¢ Better to get a deil than a daw.”

A few additions to “ Mormond’s” list of pro-
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verbs bearing on faultfinding I am also able to
supply. For example—
¢ A fool can easily find faults which a wise man
cannot easily mend.”
¢ He’s a fool who thrusts his nose into other people’s
business."”
¢ Throw dirt enough and some will stick.”

In regard to proverbs having their contradic-
tories, besides those quoted by your correspon-
dent I have met with the following—

*¢ A rolling stone gathers no moss,
And a tethered sheep gathers nae fat.”
“ A fu' but and a fu’ ben mak’ a thrifty dame.”
¢ A thrifty dame maks a fu’ but and a fu’ ben.”
¢ Nae man in ten likes women them to woo,”
‘¢ Breeks maun come speed when petticoats will
woo.”
¢ Nothing succeeds like success.”
¢ None so successful as the unsuccessful.”
¢ Heaven is a place made for the unsuccessful.”

The West of Scotland version of ‘ Never

connach God’s benefit,” is * Dinna waste God’s |
mercies.” “Pairt sma’ and sair a’” is generally
given as “Deal sma’ and ser a.” And “ Be
thankfu’ for sma’ benefits” is usually, “Be
thankfu’ for sma’ mercies.”

Take, as further illustrating the thrift and
carefulness and stern self-denial of humble Scot-
tish life the following—

“ Don’t quarrel with your bread and butter.”

¢ Brown bread and the Gospel make good fare.”

¢« E'enin’s orts mak guid mornin’ fodder.”

¢ If you can’t get the berries be content wi’ the

hools.”

¢ Half a loaf is better than no bread.”

¢¢ Beggars should na be choosers.”

¢ A wee bus is better than nae bield.”

* He never tint a cow that grat for a needle.”

W. B. R. W.

I AM of opinion that your correspondent, * Mor-
mond,” in “Old Sayings,” &c.,has somewhat mis-
sed the true meaning of the word “ connach,” in
the proverb he quotes—* Never connach God’s
benefit” : which he construes as “an admonition
of a kind mother to her weans, when observin
the careless or destructive handling of bread.”
rather think the meaning of the word, in the
sense of the morale in the proverb in question,
is ecomomise—never economise, or stint, God’s
benefit, /.., do not keep it selfishly, all to your-
self, but spread it as widely as possible amongst
your fellow-creatures, according to the measure
of your ability. When I was a boy at Friock-
heim school, a doctor, named Todd, came from
the North of Scotland in order to commence the
geractice of medicine in Friockheim, the locality
ing a growing one. He lived next door to
the school-house. He brought along with his
familya housekeeper, also from the north country.,

She was a very sensible person, :
to be much liked by all who knew |
others in the neighbourhood she
quaintance of my Aunt, the respt
of The Drum, and so became an
sitor there. It was then as it
females meet together they talk fr
conversation is often about thos
sex. I remember hearing them u
sion discuss the qualifications of a «
who was designated for a place
family, where there were several y
The housekeeper said concerning
designated, that “she could not
meal”—economise the oatmeal,
into bannocks and porridge, at t
stituted the chief diet in the f:
working people. That was a fat
her claims in the estimation of b¢
for if there was one fault more tha
my Aunt hated it was wasting
often heard her tell those about !
SINFUL to waste anything that \
food of man or beast.
Carnoustie. Jor
——

AYRSHIRE AS A FAC(C
SCOTTISH DEVELOPI
( Continued from page 181, V:

No one, I believe, who has given a
to the special spheres in which Sco
asserted its general superiority to th.
other nationalities inhabiting the Unite
doubt that it is exactly in the direct
indicated that Scotland’s pre-eminen
spicuously revealed. In respect, for
amazing fertility of the Scottish peop
beyond question that no other part
Kingdom can compare with the nort
the matter of poetic talent and achie

pared with England, indeed, the ex«
poetry of Scotland springs from the
from the hearts of the common people
able. England, no doubt, has done
work, and poetry, probably, is the str
her magnificent literature.  But the
poets, as contrasted with the Scot
marked by this distinction, that asar
to the leisured and cultured class.

Scotland, on the other hand, have
majority of cases, been of the very hi
and many of the best of these have be:
their life through to battle with adv
while the men of this low social stand
who have turned their attention to po
any success in it, could almost be «
fingers, in Scotland the names of
legion, and their number almost pass
insomuch that it is no exaggeration to
poet sprung from the ranks of the E
people Scotland could reckon up at le
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may be a somewhat exaggerated estimate, perhaps,
in which a riter on this subject indulges, when he
calculates that Scotland has already given birth to
some 200,000 poets ; but certainly abundant evidence
exists to establish the fact, that no nation under the
sun, relatively to its population, has produced so large
a number of men endowed with something of the
muse’s fire. If, therefore, Ayrshire be, as I believe it
to be, a specially typical Scottish county, it will ne-
cessarily reveal that fact by a notable fecundity in
poets. And this is, in point of fact, the case. For
out of 447 names of men of mark who have, as my
tables show, been born within the bounds of that
county, no fewer than 109 have attained more or less
proficiency in the poetic art, while it is, I think, a
very significant and suggestive fact in this cornection,
that Ayrshire boasts of what I suppose no other Scot-
tish county can boast, that there still stands within its
borders a humble cottage that has attained the re-
markable distinction of having, within the space of
twenty years, proved the birthplace of two poets, be-
longing to totally distinct families, and each possessed
of no small measure of the poetic gift—I refer to the
Rev. Hamilton Paul and Mr. Hew Ainslie—for these
two men of genius were born in the same small cot-
tage on the banks of the Girvan water, within the
parish of Dailly, the former on the 1oth April, 1773,
and the latter on the s5th April, 1792.  Bargany
Mains, the scene of their birth, is said to be still in a
good state of preservation, and the lover of - Scottish
song, in visiting a spot so consecrated to the Scottish
muse, rejoices to find that it is one which, from the
beauty of its surroundings, is well fitted to be the
birthplace of a poet. But if, as I have been showing,
Ayrshire deserves to be esteemed the county that is
par excellence and typically Scottish by reason of the
large number of poets that it has produced, I think
this distinction is also due to it on account of the spe-
cial character and value of the work represented by
its greatest poetic names. Thus Robert Burns, whom
all must admit to be the greatest and most character-
istic of essentially Scottish poets, was a native of this
shire ; while James Montgomery, generally known as
¢ The Christian Poet,” a writer who is the author of
many of our best hymns, and the late Alexander
Smith, a poet of rare and -excellent genius, prema-
turely removed, not to mention other and scarcely less
famous names, show what excellent poetic work' has
been done by even those natives of this shire, who are
admittedly of only second and third-rate importance.

But if poetry be, perhaps, the sphere in which what
has been called the ¢ perfervid genius” of our countiy-
men finds its finest and most characteristic develop-
ment, yet I think it will be generally admitted that it
is in the sphere of Religion, Theology, or Church Life
that our countrymen find most congenial exercise for
their natural tastes and powers. And it is interesting
to notice that my tables bring out the fact that it is
exactly in this sphere that the notable men of Ayrshire
have proved themselves most numerous and influen-
tial. For of my 447 names of Ayrshire notabilities,
no fewer than 141 belong to men or women who have
gained distinction for themselves by their spiritual
gifts or achievements, either as ecclesiastics or divines,

evangelists or missionaries, saintly livers or philan-
thropic workers.

It is a fact, I believe, sufficiently notorious, though
my statistics serve to emphasise as well as illustrate it,
that all through the religious history of our country,
from the time of the Lollards down to our day, the
Sons of Ayrshire have played a prominent part as
sL)iritual guides and teachers of the people. But
though, as might have been expected from the history
of the county, the most of Ayrshire’s notable spiritual
teachers have belonged to the puritanic and presbyte-
rian rather than to the Romish or Episcopalian form
of Scottish Christianity, nevertheless there is a mino-
rity of very creditable names belonging to men of
Ayrshire birth who have done good service both as
Episcopalian and Catholic leaders, and in particular
I may notice here, that in respect to the number of
her sons who in the prelatic churches have attained
Episcopal rank, Ayrshire’s roll of such names is nei-
ther small nor undistinguished. : '

Among the puritanic and presbyterian leaders who
figured largely during the early Reforming struggles
I have referred already to the names of John Willock,
John Durie, and William Aird. To these let me now
add the names of Adam Wallace, the protestant mar-
tyr burned in 1550, Robert Colville of Cleish, one of
the early leaders of the Reformers among the laity,
Richard Bannatyne, John Knox's secretary, as well
asthe Rev. David Ferguson, minister of Dunfermline,
one of the boldest as well as one of the wisest and’
wittiest of the early Reformers, and the man, I may
remark in passing, who was the author of the famous
phrase ‘“ tulchan bishops,” a witty coinage which did
much to bring the first order of Scotch bishops into
public odium and contempt. It is true that some
writers claim Ferguson as a native of Dundee, but as
his birth is by other writers assigned to Ayrshire,
until the controversy is decisively settled it is legiti-
mate, I suppose, for an Ayrshire man to claim the
veteran reformer for his native county. In regard to
Willock, Durie, and Aird, the following facts may be
interesting :—“‘ No minister,” says Dr. M‘Crie, ¢ was
more loved or trusted by Knox than Willock, and
certainly none proved more serviceable to him when
the battle raged most furiously. He stood his ground
when Knox was forced to flee, and lived to share in
the triumph of the Reformed cause. As ‘‘ Superin-
tendent of the West,” moreover, at a later period, he
rendered invaluable service to the Church. The
people loved, trusted and revered him. He was re-
garded as the most distinguished and able man of the
shire. The descendants of the Lollards counted him
greater than Knox, and described him as ‘¢ the pri-
mate of their religion in the Scottish realm.” From
all accounts Willock was certainly not inferior to
Knox in learning, and although he did not equal him
in intrepidity and eloquence, he surpassed him in affa-
bility, prudence, and address, by which means he was
sometimes able to maintain his station and accomplish
his purposes when his colleague could not act with
safety or success. * John Durie, though a man of less
learning than either Knox or Willock, yet played
no mean part in the stirring drama of that great age, -
He was banished at one time from Edinburgh, on
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account of the boldness of his speech in the pulpit, in
condemning the high-handed acts of James VI. But
the popular feeling was so strong in his favour that
the sentence had to be reversed; and on his way
home to his pulpit again, it is told that he was met
by a vast concourse of the citizens, who accompanied
him up the High Street, with bare heads and loud
voices, singing together the 124th Psalm—

¢ Now Israel may say, and that truly,
If that the Lord had not our cause maintained ;
If that the Lord had not our right sustained,
When cruel men against us furiously
Rose up in wrath to make of us their prey,” &c.

In connection with this stirring incident, it may be
worth mentioning that the 124th Psalm, with its bold
marching melody, came to be known and is still known
in ticotland as Durie’s psalm. The character of this
noted Ayrshire Reformer has been admirably sketched
by his son-in-law, James Melville, who tells us that
Durie had been a diligent hearer of Mr. Knox, and
observer of all his ways, and had caught much of his
spirit.  He took, like the great Relormer, a strong
and clear grasp of a subject, and could utter his sen-
timents fully and manfully, and with a mighty spirit,
voice, and action. Wm. Aird, the last of the three
leading Ayrshire Reformers whom I have singled out
for special notice, deserves that honour, not only for
the forward part he took in the public life of that
time, but also because of the fact, that his life is an
early example, perhaps indeed one of the earliest re-
cor(f;(l examples, of a career that has in every suc-
ceeding age of Scottish history, been frequently imi-
tated by the more earnest and intellectual among the
youth of the Scottish working classes. For it is a
notable fact, that in his early years William Aird,
who in his mature manhood became a leading Edin-
burgh minister, and the honoured friend and associate
of the great metropolitan preacher and divine, Robert
Bruce, had been a working mason in the Ayrshire
Rarish of Loudon, where at Burnmouth, Newmills,

e had been born. Calderwood, in his Church His-
tory, declares of him that he *‘ was an extraordinary
witness stirred up of God, who heing a mason by
craft till 20 years old and narried, and not knowing
a letter, was by his wife taught to read English, and
then gave himself to study, in which he made such
progress, that he had his Bible as homely to him in
Hebrew as in any other language.” This led to his
being asked to leave his trade and take to preaching,
and finally he was settled in St. Cuthbert’s Church,
Edinburgh. As an illustration of the fearless style of
Mr. Aird’s pulpit ministrations in the metropolis, it
may be mentioned that he was one of twenty minis-
ters who in 1584 were forced to flee into England to
escape the persecution of the Court, on account of
their pronounced opposition to the measures devised
by the Earl of Arran for the reintroduction of Epis-
copacy. He returned with the banished Lords the
following year, and continued a prominent and useful
minister till after the year 1604.

—_——————

ERRATUM.—(Vol. III., p. 181.) For Dr. Burnet’s
Academy read Dr. Bisset’s Academy.

NOTES ON THE ORIGI
OF THE

NAME, FAMILY, AND ARMS OF

BY
ANDREW PHILIP SKEN
CHIEF OF THE NAME.

I. OF THE WORD SKENE.

WHOSOEVER takes in hand to write
that may be worth preserving conce
family of Skene should surely set off by
out that the name is not by any means
to the county of Aberdeen, in which t
of Skene lies ; but is found in widely ¢
parts of the world ; and has three distin
ings, viz., water, town, and weapon.
general survey is rendered imperative
sary, because it is quite clear that any
conclusions from facts touching Skene
deenshire may be very much modifiec
by inspection of the conditions under v
same name is to be found elsewhere.
to show that this not only may be, but i

A. When the Milesians, sailing fror
(according to the ancient chronicles,) hat
the Irish coast; when (according to the
poet) thev had burst into exultant mel

¢ ¢ 'Tis Innisfail ! ’tis Innisfail !’
Rings o’er the echoing wave” ;
they sailed on and landed at Inverskenc
(site unknown ?) at the mouth of the 1
river—the prefix snzver- denoting such
tion This fine river, then, was ancient
the Skene.

There is another river in Ireland calle
or Skeyne, a tributary of the Boyne.!
also a Lough Skean in Connaught.

Crossing with the Scots to Caledonia
“wild Loch Skene” in Moffatdale ; “as't
now as Piccadilly,” wrote a reviewer

1 Skeyne and Boyne may be the same word, as in
same thing is called both kavkis and Bavkis ; and
other thing both kavka\ls and BavkaNis. As to t
bers of words are found in Greek both with and wit

a.

2 In the Saturday Review, last year or the year b
in the same journal, April 19th, 18go, I read (p.
true fisher would fain be solitary . if he wou
he must go to Loch Skene. Two miles of hill and b¢
that black tarn in a hole like an extinct volcanic cr:
remote road, ‘There is not usually much company bt
Skene, and no hotel profanes its coast. . . . Ther
a fair chance of Leing lost in the mist, and then being
the fall they will be lucky indeed if they
trout there, . . . were it otherwise, we should not
the praises of Loch Skene.” This extraordinary co
gives clearly the correct account; and I esteem it
proviug that the Loch could not have been called—
say—from an adjacent burgh, as might be the
Loch Skene in Aberdeenshire. I suspect that Skene
dale means the cup, the crater—skeel, as presently 1
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They say in Scotland, “like the awd wife an’ !'Im'l, river, flood, in Gaelic; Zes/, the river of

the loch o’ Skene.” But this is not that Skene.
There was an aged midland peasant, who vowed
she would not willingly die without having seen
the sea: so she trudged eastwards, and pre-
sently came in Aberdeenshire on the Loch of
Skene ; (one might say—
** By rhat lake whose gloomy shore
Skylark never warbled o’er ;”

for the triangular sheet of water is said to be
the gloomiest lake in the kingdom.) And the
old lady exclaimed—*“Eh' [ didna think the
sea had been sae lairge !”

In England the same word is found in Ske/-
Zon, Skel-with Bridge, &c. : (it must be borne in
mind that # is an ancient phonetic change of / -
e.g. the Dorians said 7 for /7, in Attic / some-
times stands for 7 ; and 7 and 7 are confounded
even in Attic, e.g. skilla, a squill, was usually
Sckoinos.) Inthe North of England, the half-tub
in which women carry water from the well on
their heads is called a skee/ ; perhaps the remains
of skeel-poZ, but possibly simply meaning “water-
thing ” ; as indeed sé«// may very likely mean
the same—the primitive vase, before pottery.

In Belgium, the Scheldt—Scal/dis—is™ the
same word.

In France, another Gaelic country, the Skene
of Kerry appears as the Ségudna, now the Seine.
This is surely the most interesting fact to put
on record concerning the name of Skene. The
Saone may be the same word ; but its old name
was Arar (=Yarra-Yarra, or Yarrow.) The
Seugne in Saintonge is very likely identical.

I claim the same vocable in Axeinos, Fux-
einos, (in Eolic Greek Askeinos, Euskeinos, in
Semitic Ashkenaz); *the water” explains both
much better than the old interpretation “un-
friendly,” “friendly”; also in Xanthos (in .
Skanthos), the name by which, says Homer, the
Scamander was called by the Gods (probably
some previous race) ; and in Secylla: skinthos,
diving ; and skilla, a sea leek.

The tale is not yet exhausted ; for right across
this Third World of ours, a great river Skina
falls into the Pacific in the less-known regions of
British Columbia.

I have here counted (without opening a book)
a dozen waters, all called, or plausibly assumed
to be called, by the name of Skene. I note
that this number, or even much fewer, is suf-
ficient to generalize from, and lay down that
skene means water. But I can adduce others ;
there are reasons alluded to below, for believing
that the original value of the initial s was & or
¢; thus, sgian=igdival, skene=iktevel: this
being so, fgdival is traceable in Dive (a river in
Normandy) Deva (the Dee), Dona (the Don),
Tanais (the Don), Doon, &c., &c. ; iktevel in

Kirkcaldy ; Zyne, Teign, and 73/ in England ;
Teify, Tafy in Wales.

B. Beside the Loch of Skene in Aberdeen-
shire, we find a burgh called Skene also. 1
have seen it taught that Skene is really est cu
an =town near water, or *“ Waterton” : {and the
Scots name Cowan would probably be the
same). There is no doubt that est=asty, a city,
in Greek ; cu=anchi, or engys, near in Greek ;
and an=amnis, a rrver, in Latin.  This etymo-
logy, therefore, would very well suit the burgh
of Skene in Aberdeenshire. But it would not
explain Loch Skene in Moffatdale, or the other
waters above-mentioned. It cannot, therefore,
be the master-key. Still less will it explain
Scone, the same word ; or S&7en, in Norway, or
Skeen, in Sweden ; where the large district of
Scania may be referred to the same source.

C. We have now to consider the word skese
in its most frequent acceptation, viz., a weagon.
In this it occurs much more widely than in the
other two: yet, by the strangest and most
unscientific error, it i1s usually ranked as a Gaeric
word, exclusively; so that even Scots of all
dates constantly franslafe it “or dirks,” *the
word skene signifying a dirk in /frish)” whereas
in reality there is perhaps no Aryan word so
fully represented, or so little changed, in all the
dialects ; nor is it exclusively Aryan, either.
First of all, Johnson, more than a century ago,
counted skean as an English word, and it so
appears in his Dicfionary, and its abridgements.
In earlier English, or A. S, it is segene, which is
nearer the Gaelic form sg7an. In Latin it is
scena, or sacena, a word which occurs in no
author, but is preserved by a grammarian as
being the proper name of the sacrificial axe used
by the Roman pontiffs.!  In Greek it is axine,
(A. asking), an axe, L. ascia, whence hacke, axe,
adze ; it is also orxina (oskina) a harrow, and
ixriné (isking), a blood-drawing plant (cf. akaina,
akantha, a thorn and spina); also skolops, sko-
los, anything pointed : and no doubt akin to
skallo, to hoe, scalpo, to scratch, sculpo, to hol-
low out, chisel, sckindyleo, scindo, to cut. Even
in the Semitic tongues we find it : Arabic sikkeen,
a short sword.

How can it be explained that the self-same
word signifies things so diverse as waler, aty,
weapon? 1 have seen this attempted in an
unpublished system of philology, which is said
to reproduce very nearly a work which made
some noise in its time, but is now forgotten, viz.,

1 Had this word been known to the Renaissance scholars
they would surely have written ** Joannes Scema,” &c., instead
of the Greek ad’iective Skenaus, which literally means *‘ the
man of Skene,” the Skenite, (like * Heber the Kenite.”) Scena
as a family surname is exact/y parallel to, and synonymous
with, our classical friend of school-days, Dolabdella.



Jung, 1890.]

“The One Primeval Language Traced,” by the
Rev. C. Forster, one of the Six Preachers of
Canterbury, and rector of Stisted, 1851.

In this system it is taught that originally there
was but one word for all fluids (as, indeed,
latex in Latin does signify any fluid: and we
ourselves say —‘“it will be wes,” meaning
waler ; “a wel-nurse,” meaning m:/k,; and when
wounded, “1 am all wes” meaning &lood).
Thus, skene =walfer, needs no gloss; = a city,
because all cities grew up roumf some perennial
well ; == oo/ (which perhaps is the same word),
because therewith we draw é/ood; thus, sgdival
(sgian)=water-draw, for the two first ; =é/ood-
draw, for the third. Whether this be true or
not, it must be owned that it explains where no
one else has done so. I cannot give here more
than a very few specimens, illustrative of the
word skene alone, of the numerous cases in which
ewaler-ideas and b/ood-ideas are connected by
the same word in the I. E. tongues. Thus,
skalis is both koe and cup; how. unless s& = in
one blood (for a hoe is a £nife, generally), in the
other water, as in Usk, whiskey? So, also,
echinos is both a kedpehos (a blood-drawer), and
apot. Nkalméis a knije,; skalmos is a thole—a
water-thing ; xvaino (skaino) is to draw blood,
xanao (skanao) to grow numb (as after cold
water) ; sckazo is both to cut, and to let go (as
a bucket) ; and as this is also ckalao, it is very
likely schaso was schalazo, as stago is also sta-
.Jago. It will be said, Yes; but it is unfair to
leave out words so like skene as are skéné in
Gk. and sk&in in E. It is replied that sk was
“ a thing put up af the well, in the market place,
1, to shelter wares ; 2, to act plays on”; while
skin, skylos,is *the water-thing” (cf. pasl, pella,
pellis), as it is in many countries to this day.

II. OF THE ORIGIN OF THE FAMILY.

The first persons on record called from the
town or word skene are Johan de Sceyn del
counte de Edneburh, Johan de Sceyn del
counte de Aberdene (perhaps the same person ;
yet, as the same man would not be likely to sign
the same act twice, they may be father and son,
and so probably would use identical seals, or the
same seal); and Patrik de Sken, c/ericus, del
counte de Aberdene, also. These signed and
sealed the roll of the Homages done to King
Edward 1. in 1296. They were therefore men
of landed estate, tenants in capite.

Dr. W. F. Skene, in his “ Memorials of the
Family of Skene of Skene,” printed by the New
Spalding Club in 1888, writes—* [t is probable
that Johan de Skene did homage as holding the
lands of Skene, with the Tower, of the Crown ;
and Patrick as holding the lands of Easter
Skene, containing the Kirktown of Skene, and
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that he was himself the vicar of Skene.! The
name of Skene is thus plainly territorial. And

as these Church lands always formed part of the
subsequent barony, we may infer that, like other
families, the Skenes were hereditary possessors
of the vicarage of Skene, and took their name
from it.”

I do not understand this very clearly. The
subsequent barons of Skene held as ZJaymen;
how can this be }aaralleled with the tenure of a
priest, persona of the parish ? (or rather chapelry,
as it was till the 17th century, of Kinkell.) That
they should possess the adwocation to the Kirk
is simple enough ; but those were not the days
in which church lands were seized by, or gradu-
ally fell into the hands of, lay lords—rather the
reverse. If the person seised of Easter Skene
in the 13th century was a priest (which is by no
means proved by his quality of clericus), and
was seised as parson, how is it that in all suc-
ceeding ages it is not a son of the dominus who
takes orders, and is seised, but the lay lord
himself? Hereditary benefices had surely all
been put down by St. Gregory VII. three
centuries before. In feudal times, bishops had
sometimes knightly vassals (widames, vice-
domini) who held lands of them, doing duty for
them in the field But this was never the case
with simple parsons. * 700k their name from it.”
This seems to confound John and Patrick; who
yet, even if brothers, cannot, as I urge above, be
taken as the normal type of arrangement, either
anterior or posterior, because one was celibate,
and could not transmit ; and neither could have
inherited from a clerical father. Dr. Skene,
with his vast learning and acute mind, could
surely have worked out and illustrated by other
similar cases this interesting question. Itisin
reality hardly touched.

If I might presume to have ‘an opinion, I
should suspect that the key to the position is to
be found in the words ‘unam, integram, et
liberam baroniam,” in King Robert I.’s charter,
7.e., I should think that john and Patrick were
the two sons of a previous laird of Skene, who
had divided the lands between them, as had
perhaps been the custom; and that Robert
Skene obtained a prohibition of this division iz
| posterum. 1 do not see why Patrick should
I'have been vicar of Skene ; his seal was probably
i made when he first was tonsured ; and he may

have held some quite other benefice when he
" did homage for his paternal estate.
At any rate, the whole of the lands of Skene,
. pertinent to the Crown (“terras nos/rus del
! Skene,” says Rob. I.) were held in 1296 by two
: men, Johan and Patrick de Skene. The next

| 1Had he been so, would he not more likely have been
| described on his seal as ** p's de Sken,” gersone or ricarii !

{
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uestion is, How long had they, or rather their
orefathers, held them in a similar manner?
The only anterior mention of these lands is (1)
in a contract between Peter, bishop of Aberdeen,
and Alan the Durward ([HJostiarius), justiciary
of Scotland, securing to the bishop in two
annual payments “viginti duos solidos sterling-
orum legalium de terra sua de Schene,” in lieu of
the tithes of Onele, granted to the bishops by
David 1., &c., which the bishop thus sells to
Alan and his heirs, providing that the Skene lands
should forever be bound to pay the above rent ;
and (2) in a rental of the bishopric this rent of
22s. 1s also mentioned, temp. Alex. IIl. Dr.
Skene remarks on this: “ What his [Alan’s]
precise connection with the lands of Skene was
at this date [before 1275, when he died] is not
very clear, but it may be inferred that he pos-
sessed only the superiority of the lands from the
following circumstances.” I summarize as
follows :---

1. Skene was a chapelry of Kinkell till 1649.

2. Kinkell was the mother-church of the
great thanage of Kintore.

3. The lands of the other dependent vicarages
belonged to the thanage.

4. Probably, therefore, those of the vicarage of
Skene.

5. The thanage was penes regem temp. Alex.
ITL

6. Alan the Durward, in 1257, revived a claim
of his father Thomas, made in 1228, to be earl
of Mar.

7. In lieu thereof they accepted £300 in land,
in that earldoin.

8. And this partly 7z dominiis, partly in
homagiis.

9. All or part of the thanage may have been
included in this assignment.

10. Skene may have been part of this.

11. Thanage lands, like fee-farm-lands, paid
an annual (substantial) rent (not a nominal one).

12. Alan is called “dominus earundem”
(terrarum de Skyen) in the rental.

13. He therefore probably held them as a
“holding” (in homagits).

14. And the 22s. were from the feu rent due
to him as overlord.

15. He had no son but three daughters.

16. These acquisitions in the earldom of Mar
appear [how?] not to have fallen under his
succession.

17. But to have reverted to the Crown.

18. The thanage, afterwards barony of O’Neill
one of his principal possessions, appears [how ?]
to have been granted to the Earls of Fife.

The above are all the facts known about the
land of Skene prior to 1296.

I think that, with a few further suppositions,

the status of the Skenes before that “appears”
to come out pretty clearly.

The hypothesis which fits all the facts is that
they were “ franklins,” to use the English term,
paying to the Crown a substantial rent for the
land feued to them by it, for its sustenance, and
otheruses ; (ii) the Crown, wishing to compromise
the claim of the Durward to the earldom (z.e,
territory) of Mar, did so by assigning to him a
partof the Crown rents, including those of Skene;
(iii) The earldom of Mar was (ex Ayp.) a male
fief ; (iv.) On the death of Alan without a son,
his claim would thus abate, his daughters would
have no /locus standi, no lien on the feu rents
assigned by the Crown; and, (v.) The Skene
tenants would once more pay to the Crown, as
(ex kyp.) of old. The transaction was much like
the endorsing of a bill ; or the assignment of
a rent-charge in our own day.

The rational view would therefore seem to be,
not that the successors of Johan de Sceyn were
vassals of the Durward : but had been all along
vassals of the Crown for several ages. “ Fruges
consumere nati,” they have left no trace; yet
“Vixere fortes ante Agamemnona,” is also no
doubt true: the Atride of Skene being these
John and Patrick, knowledge of whom we owe
only to the failure of the royal house, the claim
of King Edward, and the acquiescence of King
John.

Pornic, France.

( 70 be continued. )

———e
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF
DUNDEE PERIODICAL LITERATURE.

( Continued from page 186.) *

1849. The Truth Promoter. “ The Truth, the
only way to the freedom, elevation, and happi-
ness of man.” Printed by Bowes, Bros., at 4
Reform St. (and Fenton St.), Dundee. This
was an eight-paged publication, size, 1o in. by
7% in., price 1d. The first number of Zke 7ruth
Promoter appeared in November, 1849. It was
edited and published by the Rev. John Bowes
until his death in 1874. The magazine was
issued for twenty-five years, and printed by
his sons. The Rev. John Bowes, the originator
of The Truth Promoter and Christian Maga-
zine, was a man who had travelled throughout
the United Kingdom preaching the Gospel of
Christ and lecturing on temperance. His expe-
rience as a street preacher in Dundee is best
described in a letter of his to the Magistrates,
dated from Liverpool in 1841 :—* Friends, may
you seek the peace of God. Several months
have now elapsed since you permitted, or order-
ed, the police officers to summon me before you.
Four times I was at their office. Three days
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together I was harassed by standing a trial be-
fore you for preaching Christ’s holy Gospel in
your streets. The last few months have been
memorable to Dundee. Twice you fined me,
and threatened to imprison me forty days. One
Ereacher you imprisoned ten days, and had his
air cropped. What had I done that
ye persecuted me? Was it because for seven
years I preached out-of-doors to the poor perish-
Ing outcasts that seldom or never go to any place
of worship? Was it because when that awful
disease, the ckolera morbus, raged in your town,
and laid prostrate in the grave five hundred of
your people, I visited the cellars and the garrets
wherever my services were required, and even
sometimes supplied the wants of dving bodies
whom others deserted ? &c.
1849, The Shipping and Mercantile Gazette.
I have been unable to see a copy of this paper,
but from what I have learned, it was a split off
the Dundee Mercantile and Shipping List. This
new venture was conducted and edited by Henry
Shepherd, and the printing was undertaken by
Hill & Alexander. Only a few pumbers were
published.

1850. Durhan's Dundee Commercial Journal.
Published every Saturday morning at the office,
8 Overgate. It had ceased to be issued by the
Ist January, 1851. Mr. John Durham, stationer,
bought the printing business of D. Annan, which
was situated in that corner house facing the High
Street and Overgate,knownas “Monck’s House.”
It was here that he began to print the Com-
mercial Journal, his manager being John Irving.
Mr. Durham’s friends in the Cowgate had sug-
gested that a commercial paper would be useful
and profitable. However, it was unsuccessful,
having lasted only nine or ten months, notwith-
standing a series of interesting articles on
America, and local information, which were
given.

1851. Dundee Prices Current & Trade Report.
Commenced March 26, 1851. Originally started
and revised each week by an association of
merchants ; gives a review of the jute and flax
* industries in all these branches for the week,
with prices current of the raw material,
yarns and cloth ; also reports actual sales in
each department. Gives statistical tables of im-
ports of flax, tow, codilla, hemp and jute every
week, and also exports of yarn, cloth, &c. from
this district, exports of jute at Calcutta and of
flax at the different Russian ports. It was
printed for the first three years on blue foreign
paper, size 10in. x 8% in. Since that date it
has been printed on cream laid foreign paper
and the size increased to 11 in. by 9 in. The

rice has all along been £2 2s per annum, and it
gas been printed at the office of the Courier and

Argus. For the first few years, Mr. .
was the Secretary, after that Mr. Als
Warden conducted the Report, and h
ceeded by his son, Mr. J. W. Ward
now the proprietor and compiler.

185Y. Myles Penny Forfarshire
Being the third after leap year. Dunu
lished by James Myles. Size, post 8vo.
this almanac was not printed in Dunc
one of the early endeavours to introdu
publication to the town. Mr. Myles w:
seller in the Overgate, and his circulati:
consisted of 2,000 volumes. He was t]
of “ Rambles in Forfarshire,” * Life of ¢
Boy,” and many social and political pa
and was also the editor and publisher «
Forfarshire Telegraph and Monthly A

1851. Myles Forfarshire Telegr.
Monthly Advertiser. A Journal of Po
terature and Social Progress. Dundee
by Hill and Alexander, and published
Myles, 193 Overgate. Size13}% in.bygin
No. 1, Saturday, January 4th, 1851. Pi
Mr. Myles died on February 26th, 1851,
Only one number of this paper wa
As its heading indicates, it was tc
monthly resumé of local news and de:
of local antiquities, such as the “ Histc
Howff,” “ Street Signs,” &c. Many of tl
written by James Thomson, the local
In the prospectus it was stated—* Tl
nent events of the month, both local
and domestic, will be judiciously epiton
chronicled in its columns, and the re
thus have a concise history of all the n
transactions which happen between the
each publication. The Zelegraph will
portion of its columns to literary sketcl
or historical pictures, connected with Fu
and immediate locality, and it will end
elucidate the existing habits, feelings, a
condition of the industrious classes of tk
so that usefulness as well as amusemer
carefully blended together.”

1851. Dundee Police Gazette. A wc
the town’s arms. (Printed and pub!
William Brown), 29 Scouringburn
about the end of 1851. Published week
was a weeklybroadsheet, giving a summ
Dundee Police Court in the same obje
style as the one issued under a simil
1841. It was hawked on the streets, £
by 10% in. On number 221, Dunde
January 26th, 1855, a notice is give
‘“letters written, at a moderate rate, on
love, friendship, marriage, and other
and the strictest secrecy always obs:
William Brown, 29 Scouringburn, Dur.
has for sale, paper, pens and ink,
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bheads, envelopes, wafers, religious hymns,
valentines large filled up to please the lads and
lasses, bookbinding in all its branches.”

1853-4. The Dundee Directory for this term
was compiled by James H. Donnan, and it in-
cluded Lochee, Broughty-Ferry, Tayport and
Newport. Size, 7 in. by 4 in. Printed by John
Irvine, High Street, Dundee ; and published by
A. M. Stephen, James Chalmers, William Mid-
dleton, Frederick Shaw, and Robert Edmund.
Prefixed was a brief History of Dundee by Mr.
Donnan, extending to fourty-four pages, which
was afterwards reprinted in pamphlet form. In
the preface it is stated that a plan of Dundee
was to be introduced, but in all the copies I
have seen, there is no appearance of a map
ever having been inserted.

1854. Dundee Aduvertiser Almanac. For
several years an Almanac was presented gra-
tuitously to the subscribers and purchasers of
the “ Advertiser.” This was a single sheet con-
taining a large amount of local and general
information such as is now to be found in the
annual publication of Messrs. Oliver and Boyd.

1854. 7he Courier (Dundee) A/manac. The
proprietors of the Courier presented to sub-
scribers a sheet similiar to that of the Advertiser
mentioned above.

1854. The Gaberlunsie, or Tale-Teller of the
North : a Weekly Journal, devoted to Fact and
Fiction, to Wit and Wisdom, to the Beautiful
and the True.

“ Old Tales I tell of hill and glen—
Of maidens fair and warlike men.”

No. 1, Saturday, April 22, 1854. Price one
nny. Printed by John Irvine, 3 St. Clement’s
ne, Dundee. Size, 11 in. by 9 in., eight pages.

“ Books for review, and subscribers’ names, to

be sent to the Gaberlunzie Office, 101, Seagate,

Dundee.” The first serial story, * The Miller

of Calder,” extending to three numbers, was by

Miss Corliet, and the early parts contained an

article entitled * She,” “not by Rider Haggard,®

being an adventure in the Queensferry coach ;
poems contributed by Peter Livingstone : anda

series of papers on “ Nocturnal Scenery,” by .

George Sexton, M.D., of London. There was

a special notice to the Readers and the Public

in these terms : —* The pages of the Gaberlunzie !

will be immediately enriched by an article from
the pen of Mr. Gilfillan.” The proprietors of !
the Gaberlunzie intended “to offer prizes of |

Five Pounds for the best and Three Pounds for '

the second best Essay on the subject—‘ The .

Domestic Condition of Woman : what it is, and |

what it might be,’” and it was also their inten- .

tion to publish a monthly supplement to theiri

journal. to be devoted to advertisements, and to

be called the Monthly Advertiser. “ From the ,

SCOTTISH NOTES AND QUERIES.

[JunE, 1890.

enormous circulation of the Gabderlunsie this will
be a medium for advertisements second to none
in the district” 1 have not been able to see a
copy of this supplement, or to find whether the
essay competition took place.

1854. The Buslding Chronicle: A Journal of
Architecture and the Arts. “Let use be pre-
ferred before ornament, except where both may
be had; leave the goodly fabrics for beauty
onely to the enchanted palaces of the poets, who
build them at small coste.”— Lord Bacon. No. 1.,
Vol. L, Edinburgh, May 1oth, 1854. Price 6d.
Stamped 7d. Size 11 in. by 8% in, 12 pp. This
was a monthly paper, published in Edinburgh,
by John Greig & Son, but the proprietors were
Park. Sinclair & Co., Dundee. The founder and
editor was Mr. James Maclaren, architect, Dun-
dee. The printing was executed at the office of
the Dundee Warder. It was thought that it
would be better for a Chronicle of this nature to
be published in Edinburgh, as thereby it might
have a wider circulation and more general
character. The editor. in introducing the first
number, states that he enters on the work with
diffidence and reluctance, and gives the reason
why, and the purpose for which it appears, as
follows :—“To represent the current Archi-
tecture of Scotland—to record the progress of
Buildings in this portion of the Empire—and to
express the opinions and espouse the interests
of the numerous classes engaged in those arts,
or interested in their advancement, is, in brief,
the main and most important feature of the
work we enter on. In doing so, we seek to
occupy a field hitherto untrodden, and one
fenced about with difficulties demanding effort
on our part to overcome, entitling us to con-
sideration from our readers,—and, shall we add,
encouragement.” The editor particularises the
manner in which he proposes to realise this
object, as follows :—* [llustrations of important
Buildings in course of erection, or in contem-
plation, and occasional examples of interesting
antiquities hitherto unpublished, with critical
descriptions.  Original Papers on the specu-
lative and practical relations of the sciences.
Articles and information in reference to passing

! events affecting the Building interests, Engineer-

ing, and the Fine Arts generally. Proceedings

. of the iearned Societies, and, in particular, of

the Architectural Institute of Scotland.” Two
full page illustrations were given in each number,
the first of these being lithographed by Schenck
and McFarlane, Edinburgh. Messrs. Keith and
Gibb, Aberdeen, started a branch in Dundee,
(Messrs. Keith, Gibb & Spence,) which was
situated on the south side of the High Street,
where most of the illustrations for this journal
were executed, some of them bearing the Dun-
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nprint. The local views were the Royal Ex-
e, Panmure Street Congregational Church,
. Bryce, architect, the Free Church, Pan-
, and Omachie Farm Steading, by the
:, James Maclaren. Amongst many others,
Donaldson’s Hospital, the New Picture
ries at Edinburgh; and the illustrations
Glasgow included Messrs. McDonald’s
houses, with plans and details, the
Post Office, &c. The Building Chronicle
»d after a brief existence, No 1 appearing
ay, 1854, and No. 21, the last number, on
mber 1st, 1855.
3 Dundee and Perth Penny Post. Pub-
| every Thursday and Saturday at 12 noon.
one penny, size 22 in. by 15 in. Printed and
shed by Andrew Fraser, (residing at top of
ndrew’s Street) at the printing and publish-
ffice Meadowside, every Thursday and
day at noon, for the proprietors, Stewart,
ew & Co. This was a popular paper dur-
he five years of its existence. Mr. Robert
urt and Mr. Archibald Gillies, then editor,
ers of the “MNorthern Warder,” held
ent opinions from Mr. Park, printer, also a
er, regarding articles which were to be
ed, the result being that they severed their
:ction with the “ Warder” and started the
ny Post” and “Saturday Post” The
ers of these two newspapers were Messrs.
rt Stewart, Archibald Gillies, Robert
ew, and Andrew Fraser. By means of
etic pushing they succeeded in raising a
good printing business in connection with
ncern. At one period there were no
than three penny newspapers issued from
fice of the Saturday Post.
5. The Dundee and Perth Saturday Post
reneral Advertiser for the midland Counties
stland, size 30in. by 214 in., 4 pp. Printed
>ublished by Andrew Fraser (residing at
itton Road) at the printing and publishing
, Meadowside, every Saturday morning for
roprietors, Stewart, Mathew & Co. No. 1,
day, May, 1855, price fourpence stamped,
pence unstamped. This paper, like the
;, was issued for five years.
5. The Dundee Weekly News. The origin
s paper has already been explained in the
e on the Dundee Varder, (see before).
irst number was issued on r2th May, 1855,
rice being then twopence, but on 3oth June
it year, the day after the abolition of the
p Duty came into force, the price was
ed to one penny, and it and the Dundee
s were therefore the first penny newspapers
shed in Dundee. Its original title was the
kern News, but this designation was only
aued for two numbers. The issue for 2nd

June, 1855, bore the title Zhe Dundee Weekly
News, and the numeration at present in force
was begun with this number. The imprint on
number § is as follows :—“ Printed by Robert
Park, at his printing office, New Inn Entry,
and published by him every Saturday, at one
o'clock, at No. 9, New Inn Entry, Dundee.”
The last number for 1855 bears the name of
Park, Sinclair, & Company, as proprietors.
On the amalgamation of the firm of Hill and
Alexander, who owned the Weekly Telegraph,
and Park, Sinclair, & Co. who owned the
Weekly News, the two papers were published
as one on 27th April, 1861, under the title of
the Weekly News and Telegrapk, but shortl

afterwards the title of the Weekly News, whic

it now bears, was resumed. At the latter date
it was printed by Robert Park, for the Dundee
Newspaper and Printing Company, (Limited).
Messrs. Charles Alexander & Company were
the proprietors and printers from23rd November,
1862. Sometime after Mr. Alexander's death,
the surviving partner, Mr. William Thomson,
succeeded to the business on 4th May, 1886,
and_he, together with other members of his
family, carries it on under the firm of W. & D.
C. Thomson. Besides local and district news,
the paper contains serial novels, literary extracts,
short tales, and poetry. The Dundee Weekly
News issues ten separate editions, which are
circulated throughout Scotland, England and
Ireland. Although the general news and serial
stories are the same, special pages are devoted
to the local news of each district in which the
paper is distributed. From its inauguration
the Weekly News was a popular paper, and its
circulation rose with great rapidity, and the cer-
tified circulation in May, 1890, was over 200,000
copies weekly. During its history, the size and
shape of the paper have been altered several
times. When first issued, it consisted of 8 pp.,
16 in. by 11% in. On 6th September, 1856,
it was made four pages, 22% in. by 17 in.
From March till May, 1860, it consisted of 8 pp.,
18% in. by 13 in., but in the latter month it was
altered to 4 pp., 24 in. by 17% in. On the re-
moval of the publishing and printing offices from
New Inn Entry to Lindsay Street in November,
1872, to premises better adapted for the increas-
ing business, the Weekly News was enlarged to
an eight-page paper of 48 columns, and 1s now
64 columns, the local edition being 72 columns.
Within the past two or three years the premises
have been considerably enlarged to meet the
growing demand for accommodation. and to con-
tain the new machinery, which consists of two
Victory machines, and a Hoe web-machine,
altogether capable of printing 30,000 eight-
page papers per hour. A special feature in the
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Weekly News, which proved very interesting
for several years, was the “ Darber's Shop,”
being a series of conversations supposed to have
taken place in a barber's shop in Dundee.
Subjects of local interest were discussed, and
opinions freely expressed respecting public men
and public matters. A large business is also done
in general printing, such as books, pamphlets,
&c., as well as plain and coloured lithography.

1855. 7he Mercantile Aduvertiser for the
counties of Forfar, Perth, and Fife. Published
by P. & J. Fleming, at the Mercantile Advertiser
office, 62 High Street, Dundee, every Thursday.
Printed by David Robertson Clark, Vault,
Dundee. Eight pages, 23 in. by 18 in. An adver-
tising medium circulated gratuitously. No. 1
issued on 4th October, 1855, and No. 314, the
last number under the above title, on 3rd Octo-
ber, 1861. In1858thecirculationwas 7,000 copies,
and the size was 21 in. by 13% in. In April,
1861, a number of the literary friends of the
publishers agreed to write leading articles for
the Mercantile Advertiser, which accordingly
became more of an ordinary newspaper, and less
of a mere advertising medium. The amateurs
thus volunteering their services as journalists
included John Cable, William Hay (now Town-
Clerk), Wm. Halley (in New Zealand), Thomas
Kyd (at Aberdeen), James L. Neish, and John
Robertson (ex-Bailie Robertson), besides the
following who have passed away :—Frank Hen-
derson (afterwards M.P. for Dundee), William
Y. Buchan, Henry Henderson, John Muir,
William S. Murray, and John A. Swanston.
The proprietors and publishers seem to have
had so much confidence in their voluntary staff
as to have been emboldened to change the con-
stitution of their journal. The gratuitous circu-
lation on Thursdays gave place to a penny issue
on Saturdays. Accordingly we find in April,
1861, 7The Dundee Review and Mercantile
Advertiser. Published by P. & ]. Fleming, at
the Dundee Review office, 10 High Street Dun-
dee, every Saturday morning. Itwas of the same
size as its predecessor, and was numbered conse-
cutively, the first issue, on 12th October, 1861,
being No. 315. The publishers’ confidence in
the appreciation of the public was evidently mis-
placed, for seven numbers only were issued of
the Review, which finished its course with
No. 321, on 23rd November, 1861.

ALEXANDER C. LAMB.
( To be continued.)

—_——————

TO CORRESPONDENTS
Several communications, some of them in
type, have had unfortunately to stand over till
next issue.

BITS ABOUT EDINBURGH.

[. THE BUCKSTANE.

3

AFTER long and diligent search for the * Buck-
stane” it was pointed out to us by an old man,
who seemed to have sufficient claims to be con-
sidered one of the “oldest inhabitants.” At
present it stands at the side of the road which
crosses the western ridge of the Braid Hills.
“To such base uses” has the stone! been put,
that it occupies the corner in a particularly well-
built wall.

The stone evidently got its name from being
the place at which the Court sportsmen met
when about to engage in a deer hunt. But tra-
dition has added another very interesting de-
tail. One of the families who helped Robert
the Bruce in his struggle with the English is
said to have been the De Clerks—to use the
modern form of the name—and local legend has
it that the King, in order to show his sense of
the loyalty of his faithful subject, conferred on
De Clerk the lands of Pennicuik. “ When I,”
said the King, “or any of the succeeding Kings
of Scotland, shall come to hunt upon the Pent-
lands or Borough Moor, your forester shall attend
at the gathering, and, sitting upon the top of
the gathering or Buck’s Stane, near Edinburgh,
shall wind three blasts of the bugle-horn.”?

1 Sir Daniel Wilson, in his Memorials of Edinburgh, (page
124 1.), seems to indicate that this particular stone is called the
Hare Stone, and that the block which usuallv goes by the
name of the Camus Stane, a mile further out, is the Buckstane.

2 Quoted from a curious historical romance, entitled /e Chi-
valry of Scotland in the days of King Robert Bruce, including
the royal Hunt at Roslin, by James Jackson. Edinburgh,
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The terms of tenure is varied somewhat in the
current legend by making Clerk blow his own
horn.

Whatever may have been the case in the
olden times, the Clerks of the present day hold
their lands by the more substantial right of
purchase ; and not by any of these romantic
methods Which would seem to have been in
vogue in the “dark ages.” True it is that the
family motto is “ Free for a blast,” but accord-
ing to a “list of family mottoes,” that particular
one is also borne by the. Pennicuiks and the
Rattrays. Douglas! says that the founder of
the family was William Clerk, a merchant bur-
gess of Montrose, who died circa 1620. The
lands of Pennicuik were bought by his son, who,
after a thirteen years’ residence in France, re-
turned to Scotland in 1647 with a fortune of at
least £10,000;, as his son informs us. John’s
son was Sir John Clerk, the first baronet, the
patent of the title being dated March 24, 1679
His successor, Sir John, was appointed one of
the barons of Exchequer in 1707, and a Com-
missioner for the Union. He died in 1755, at
the age of seventy-one, or seventy-nine as some
would have it.

The same authority gives the arms of the
Clerks as follows :—*“ Or, a fess checkee azure
and argent between two crescents in chief, gules,
and a boar’s head couped in base, sable, with
the baron’s badge on the chief between the two
crescents ;” and his crest as “a demi-hunter,
issuing out of the wreath, and winding a horn
proper.” J. CALDER RoSS.

P. C. ROBERTSON.

————

INSCRIPTION ON HUNTERS’ LODGE, MOR-
MOND (III., 155).—The extracts to which Mr.
Thomson refers are from Pratt’s Buckan, third
edition, 1870. A note, same page (144), relating
to the 1858 edition, is worth quoting :—“In a
clever review of this work, in the Edinburgh
Daily Express of February 27th, 1858, the writer
asks—‘ Why have we no hint of that famous
though rather mythical waterspout which burst
on the south-west shoulder of Mormond Hill,
tearing vast masses of moss from their native
bed, and hurrying them to and down the North
Ugle, so that, as a loca.l poet has pithily ex-

pressed it—
' It took the peats to Peterhead ;
The people there had muckle need.’ "

Dr. Pratt then gives an account, which he had
from an eyewitness, of the waterspout and its
consequences.—The Laird of Strichen who built
the Hunters Lodge and formed the White

1848. Jackson was a native of Pennicuik. Sir Walter Scoit
has really the same story in his Minstrelsy of the Scottish

1 Douglas Baronage of Scotland, 1798.

Horse of Mormond, appears to have b
eccentric character. It is not certaii
the Horse was placed by the laird, «
tenantry on his lordship’s attaining his
In “ Notes of Strichen and its Nei hb
Banfshire Journal, Feby. 8th and 1
the writer, besides the ghost story,

the White Horse, the waterspout, an

teresting incidents, gives some of th

 sayings and doings and eccentricitie

which last may be included * Stricher
These Notes are well worth reading,
bably not many have preserved the

. which they appeared.

Macduff.

THERE WAS GREATER LOSS AT Ci
—This, in my early days, I often hea
always fitly applied. “ There was ma
Culloden, fin,” as the wife sald “she los!
man and her twa sons, an’ a gweed

-worth them a'.”

Macduff,

A LARGE FaAMILv.—The follov
curiosity in its way. Isobel, sister of .
married (16th April, 1706) Alexander
tosh of Blervie. Issue (22 in all) :(—

William b. 13th January, 1707.
John b. 8th May, 1708.

Jean L. 4th July, 17009.

Helen b. 29th May, 1710.
Alexander b. 19th June, 1711.
Catherine b. 25th July, 1712.
James b. 1st November, 1713.
Mary b. 1st January, 1715.
Elizabeth b. gth January, 1716.-
Lachlan b. 16th February, 1717.
Magdalen b. 22nd March, 1718.
Ludovick b. 27th April, 1719.
Janet b. 22nd July, 1720.

Anne b. 8th October, 1721.
Alexander (2) b. 28th January, 1
John (2) b. 14th May, 1724.
Isobel b. 28th September, 1725.
Rachel h. 16th October, 1726.
George . 18th December, 1727.
Charles b. 8th May, 1729.
Christina b. 8th August, 1730.
Mary (2) b. 23rd May, 1731.

A JOURNEY FROM LONDON TO BAN
IN THE OLDEN TIME.

Debursements by Charles from London to D

1768.

Mar. 14.
At London to Enfield, chaises and 2 sadle

Horse and post boy, e
At Enfield to Hertford and post boys,
To Hertford denner and servant,.
At Hertford to Stevenage and post boys,
At Stevenage to Biggleswade and post boys,
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To Biggleswade one night and servants, o 19

Mar. 15.

At Biggleswade to Buckden and post boys,
To B‘Ecgkden breakfast and servant, ee ’
At Buckden to Stilton and post boys,

At Stilton to Stamford and ditto, .
At Stamford to Wiltham Comon and post

bo

To Wiltham Comon, Denner, and scrvant.
At Wiltham Comon to Gramtham and

post boys,
At Gramtham to Newark and post boys.
At Newark to Swnhmg moor and post
boys,
To Scarthing moor one night and servant,
Mar 16.
At Scarthing moor to Barnby moor and
t boys,
At Barnby Moor to Doncasters and post
boys
To Donc':asters, breakfast and servant,
At Doncasters to Feer. Briadge and post
At Fer. 'Briadge to Weathemby and post
Y8, e
At Weathemhy to Borrowbriadge and post
Y8y ..o .
To Borrowbhridge one night and servant,
Mar. 17.
At Borrowbridge to Northalleton and post
To Northalleton Breckfast and servant,..
At Northalleton to Darlington and boys,
At Darlington to Durham and post boys,
To Durham for servant eating and beer,
At Durham to Newcastle and post boy,...
To Newcastle one night and servant,
Mar. 18.
At Newcastle to Morpeth and post boys,
To Morpeth, Breckfast and servant, .
At Morpeth to Withingham and post boys,
At Withingham to Haughead and post
boys,
To Haughead Breckfast and Servant,
At Haughead to Corhill and post boys, ...
At Corhill to Greenlaw and post boys, ...
To Greenlaw one night and servant, .
At Greenlaw to Norton and post boys, ...
Mar. 19.
To Norton, Breckfast and servant, ..
At Norton to Blackfields and post boys,
At Blackfields to Edinburgh and post boys,
To Edinburgh denner and servant,
At Edin® 3 chaises to Queensferne and
post boys,
At Queensferry for a boat.
At N. Queensferie for transport and bag-
ages,
At N. Queensfene one mght and servant,
Mar. 20.

At N. Queensferie to Kinross chaises and
sadle horse and bag, .. .
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To Kinross denner and servant, ...
At Kinross to Perth chaises saddle horse

t boy,
To Perth one night and serv:mt,
Mar. 21.

To Glamiss denner and servant, ...
At Perth to Brichen chaises saddle horse
and drawing,
To Brichen one night and’ servant, .
To Brichen for Sterps and sterps for sadeler,
Mar. 22.
To Miln, Stonhaven, Denner, .
At Brichen to Aberdeen Chaises and &c.,
Aberdeen to the poor and boy send out in
Comission, .
At Aberdeen one night and servant,
At Old Muldrum, Denner,
At Aberdeen to Duff House Chaises and
drawers,
A bill to Wm. ng for expenses for
Chaises, &c., ...
For turnpikes from London to Edmburgh
Ditto from Edin” to Duff Housc and Turn-
pikes,
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THE AUTHORSHIP OF RoY's WIFE OF
ALDIVALLOCH.

““The authorship of the ballad has given the
llterary antiquary some trouble. Allan Cunningham
says—‘Mr. Cormek, an anxious inquirer into all
matters illustrative of northern song, ascribes Roy’s
Wife of Aldivalloch to Mrs. Murray of Bath; while
George Thomson, and all other editors of Scottish
song, impute it to Mrs. Grant of Carron.” The truth
is that Mrs. Murray and Mrs. Grant are one and the
same person. The authoress was born at Aberlour,
in Banﬂ'shire, in 1745, and was married, first, to her
cousin, Mr. Grant of Carron, near Elchies, and on his
death, to a physician, Dr. Murray of Bath, where she
died in 1814. . . It is sull unde-
termined whether Mrs. Grant’s credit lies in ori in-
ating the song, or in recasting some existing poetical
tradition into more shapely mould, as is the case wnh
some of our best songs. In any case it is secure.”

I am encouraged by this passage, which
occurs in Historic Scenes in Aberdeenshire, b
Mr. John Bulloch, 1883 to venture to pubth
the name of another claimant for the authorship,
namely, George (iordon, who had been in the
army with, and afterwards servant to, the Duke
of Gordon, and mostly settled with him at his
shooting lodge of Blackwater, in the Cabrach.
George was of a convivial turn, and being a
great fiddler, was a welcome guest at all the
merry-makings and marriages in the district as
long as he was able. He is said to have
attended Roy of Aldivalloch’s marriage, and
hearing the story of the disappointed suitor for
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1d, shortly afterwards composed
), at least, is the story told me in
by my informant, now 53 years
re of 8o—a story which I have
y believed, till the above met my
e I see how difficult a task it
ibstantiate this statement, about
a tradition lingers in the district
sordon is said to have been the
compositions, which he used to
50 far as 1 know, these are now
just recal a single verse of one
sing before setting out for home,
in evening with friends :—
: night it is dark,
.nd I canna weel sce,
1 wha’ will gang through
‘he Blackwater wi’ me?
song as we now have it was, as
1ggests, the result of a literary
which George Gordon brought
1d Mrs. Grant the piquancy and
* mention that the Blackwater
aodious mansion) is situated on
f Glenfiddoch deer forest—miles
tion—amongst the nearest being
ALEXANDER NICOL.

Queries.

PERTHSHIRE) REGIMENT.—Where
account of this regiment?
J. C.

ANTED.—About 60 years ago, one
elated to me, used to sing snatches
iildren.  She came from the borders
nd Forfarshire. One of the songs
Battle of Waterloo, as no doubt
t time, and one verse, all that I re-
ollows :—

-twa their swords did draw,

nch their bugles blew, man,

sed the heart of Bonaparte

at Waterloo, man.

ed a chorus of the usual tol-de-rol
r was probably one of the country
hen, who were not very particular
of things, the one great object being
s ““clink.” If there is not much
ove lines, there is certainly good
ispect the song was confined to the
North and South Esks, it may not
1ere, and probably not there now ;
heard of it, and could give the other
e greatly obliged. J-
URQUHART.—Grizel Urquhart w:
g child of Colonel James Urquhart
was the last male of the direct line,
. Unscientific genealogy says ske

17

married a relation named Rose—a clergyman, and
had a son born in 1730. There is, however, proof
that she was unmarried in 1743. Can any Al een-
shire kin give further traces of her?

M. GILCHRIST.

437. Drs. JAMEs KEITH AND ALEXANDER
ROsE.—Dr. James Keith died in London in 1726.
He took his ee at Aberdeen in 1704, and was ad-

mitted Licentiate of the College of Physicians,
London, in 1706. In his will, he names his books in
Spanish, Polish, High and Low Dutch—and his
valuable collection of spiritual ones. Some of his
money was in the hands of Bannerman of Elsick,
evidently a relation. Iiis sister was wife of Dr. Alex-
ander Rose of Aberdeen. Dr. A. Rose was born in
1698, and died in May, 1778. He studied at Leyden,
under Boerhaave. The Roses of Tilliesnacht, parish
of Birse, were his ‘‘relations,” and George Rose of
the Treasury, his “ cousin.” His father died in 1724,
or just before that year. From what families did
those two descend? M. GILCHRIST.

JouN, EARL oF MIDDLETON. —Tradition
says that John, Earl of Middleton, in his title-less
days, and before he followed the drum, dabbled in
literature. Do any remains of his efforts exist ?

M. GILCHRIST.

429. FUGERONE OATs.—Can any one explain the
term ‘‘fugerone oats,” also written “fu&erone,”
¢ Sugerone.” It is not in Jamieson.
M. GILCHRIST.
430. In October, 1583, a Captain James Ross, and
a Patrick Rollols, were murdered. Are there any
printed accounts of this slaughter—or do any MSS.
detail the circumstances? M. GILCHRIST.

431. ANNIE MAULE.—Previous to 1678, died
Mr. Alexander Erskine, brother to the Laird of
Kirkbuddo, and Chamberlain to the Earl of Panmure.
He left a widow, Anne Maule. To what family did
she belong ? M. GILCHRIST.

4 Queen Street, Edinburgh.

432. DRAWINGS OF THE CITY OF ABERDEEN.—
A f{riend has in his possession, here, two excellent
water color drawings of the City of Aberdeen, a north
and a south view, signed ‘‘ Allen, 1838.” Can any
reader tell of other work by this artist ? R.

Wandsworth.

433 THE NEWTON STONE.—Could any of the
correspondents versed in archaeology, etc., etc., give
a rendering of the hieroglyphics and writings on the
famous “%ewton Stone,” in the policies of A, M.
Gordon, Esq. of Newton. G. B. C.

Insch.

434. ScottisH Houses wITH LEGENDs.—Can
any of your readers give me a list of country houses
in Scotland, existing or not existing, with which leg-
ends are associated—such as Frendraught, the Bonny
House of Airlie, Bargarron, Gordonstown, and the
like—excluding royal castles and mansions whose
stories are connected with national, as distinguished
from domestic history. C. R.

435 ** BARRIN' HE WAS A BIRD.”—Everyone is
familiar with Sir Boyle Roche’s dictum, ‘‘ Nobody
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can be in two places at once, barrin’ he was a bird,”
a trite example of the bull-making propensities of the
worthy knight. In reading Balzac’s Eugénie Grandet
recently, I find the novelist putting the same words
into the mouth of Pére Grandet :—‘“I c-c-can’t be in
two p-g-places at once, unless I were a little b-b-bird.”
Had Balzac heard the English story, or is the ex-
pression merely a proverbial one palmed off, as we
may well believe many *‘ bulls” were, on the Irish
M.P.? TAURUS.

436. DoNALD BAN OR BANE.—When he fled from
Scotland did he settle in Niddersdale or Wensleydale,
in Yorkshire ; or what were his movements afler leav-
ing Scotland? Reliable information on this point,
and authorities to be consulted on the subject, will
oblige, HamisH BANE.

437. ST. CoLUMBA’S BIRTHPLACE.—Was St. Co-
lumba born in Scotland or in Ireland? Several
writers assert, just as Scotland gave St. Patrick to
Ireland, Ireland sent St. Columba to Scotland. Some
doubt as to the latter fact seems to exist. Can any
reader state which assertion is correct ?

Awmo.

Hnswers.

239. LyerL, BucHANAN, AND HAy FaMILIEs
(IL., 156).—If ““ L.” has not received sufficient infor-
mation by this time in regard to the Lyells of Murthill,
perhaps the following would be of interest, which he
will ind in Warden’s Forfarshire, vol. v., p. 202,
viz, :—

¢ The Ramsays of Auchterhouse acquired the lands
and mill of Murthill. Sir Henry Ramsay was pro-
prietor about 1359. He, on 6th April, 1365, was
witness of a charter regarding the lands of Glenbervy.
He had probably been the father or brother of
Sir Malcolm Ramsay of Auchterhouse, who granted
a charter of the lands and mill of Murthill to
Hugh Lyell. This charter was confirined by Robert II.
on 16th June, 1736, at Perth. The Lyells retained
possession of Murthill for a long period, as is shown
by the following details :—

“On 2nd September, 1653, Alexander Lyell of
Murthill, heir of Colonel John Lyell of Murthill, his
father, was retoured in the kirk lands of Tannadice,
called Barnyards—E. £15 of feu-duty. And on
3rd February, 1654, Alexander Lyell also succeeded
his father, the Colonel, in the lands of Murthill.
On 17th December, 1657, John Lyell of Murthill,
heir of his brother, Alexander Lyell of Murthill, was
retoured in the town and lands of Wester Dobies and
Whytwall, with common pasturage—O.E. 18s., N.E.
£3 12s.  Ochterlony, 1684-5, says Murthill was
owned by Lyell, ane ancient family, and chieff of his
name, a pleasant place, lying upon the water of the
South Esk.

“The Lyells were succeeded in Murthill by the
Ogilvys towards the end of the seventeenth century,
but one of them owned part of the lands a century
before that period.” LITTLEFIRLOT.

413. IoNa or Ioua (III., 173).—The interesting
little Island, now called Iona, has undergone many
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changes of name. The earliest, so far as now known,
was Innis - nau - Druinneach (Isle of Druids), on
account of the Druids having had a school there.
After St. Columba was connected with it, it went
under the name of Ii-cholum - chille (Island of
Columba’s cell). It still retains that name in a
corrupted form, ¢ Icolmkill.” Historians who wrote
in Latin, called it ‘‘ Insula Sancta.” By early authors
it is often written—Y. Hy, Hii, Ii (pronounced Ee),
which means ** The Island.” Again you find Hyona,
and Ii-shona. Pennant in his Tour in Scotland, says
it is from the Hebrew, Jonah, from the idea that
Columba in Latin, and Jonah in Hebrew, signifies a
dove. Adamnan, in his life of Columba, notices the
identity of meaning between the name of the Saint
and the Prophet Jonah; but in nowise hints that the
Island derived its name from that source. There can
be no doubt but that the name is from the Gaelic
word Ii-shoua, pronounced Ee-houa or Ee-oua, and
which means * Holy Island.” I have no idea where
Jervise got his Ioua. D. H. F. L.
87 Haldon Road, Wandsworth.

420. ‘‘ TOUCHING A Corpsk” (III., 190).—It is
customary, especially among the poor, for those who
come to look at ‘‘the remains” to touch the corpse,
thereby showing that they owe the departed one no
grudge ; should any one not touch the body, he would
be haunted for several nights with fearful dreams.
Children and infants, even despite their screams and
fears, were made to touch the body; and if a child
who had seen a corpse, but had omitted to touch it,
were shortly afterwards to start or scream in its sleep,
it was supposed to have seen the ghost of the dead
person. G. B. C.

Insch.

421. Norr"H CounTrRy Names (III., 190).—
Fedderat and Frendraught. Fedderat is in the parish
of New Deer, about a mile and a half north-west from
Brucklaw Castle. The Castle of Fedderat had been
once of great strength ; but it has suffered much from
time, and still more from vandalism. A large portion
of the castle, about 35 years ago, was blown down
by gunpowder. What remains, a gaunt hoary ruin,
is not far from the road that leads from New Maud to
Monquhitter. It belonged, before 1214, to Fergus,
Earl of Buchan, afterwards to the Crawfords, till
before 1591—to the Irvines of Drum-—to Forbes of
Ballogie-—to the Earls of Aberdeen—to Dingwall of
Brucklay—and is now the property of Canon Bridges
of Beddington, Surrey.

Frendraught is in the parish of Forgue, and this is
the modern spelling. In 1203, Michael de Fren-
drach was the owner. In 1296, his descendant, Sir
Duncan de Frendrach, swore fealty, and did homage
to Edward I. He took part with that king, lost
Frendraught, and all his Scottish possessions. He
died in England in battle. His widow, Eve, and his
father-in-law, Sir Gilbert de Glencannie (as we learn
from Bain’s Calendar of Scotch Documents) were long
pensioners of the English Court. After Bannockburn,
there is a charter (in Robertson’s Index) given by
King Robert the Bruce to John Stewart. After him,
Margaret de Frendrach owned it. According to
Dr. John Stuart, she was a daughter of Sir Duncan’s,
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d Saltoun, in his History of the Frasers, inclined to
opinion that she was a daughter of John Stewart.

married James Fraser, whose family owned
adraught for one or two generations, ending in an
ess, Matilda Fraser. She married Alexander
ibar, second son of James Dunbar, 1st Earl of
ay of that name. It ended again in an heiress,
st Dunbar, who married Lord William Crichton,
of Lord Chancellor Crichton—and Frendraught
in possession of her descendants for nearly 250

s.

1 1630, the Castle of Frendraught was mysteriously
red,  Sir ij:nmes Crichton, and especially his wife,
abeth, a daughter of the 12th Earl of Sutherland,
» suspected, in order to gratify a grivate wrong, of
ng set fire to the castle ; but though they were
: under suspicion, guilt was never brought home
er to the one or the other—and the burning of
adraught is shrouded to this day in impenetrable
tery.

nﬂlyhe following stanza of a ballad which em-
ies the popular suspicion, Frendraught is called
rennet.”

When Frennet’s Castle’s ivied walls,
Through yellow leaves were seen,
When birds forsook the sapless boughs,
And bees the faded green;

Then Lady Frennet, vengeful dame,
Did wander frae the ha’,

To the wild Forest’s Dowie Glen,
Among the leaves that fa’,

e to entice her victims to the castle, and to burn
u. All the deeds in the **great kist " were burned,
. two which chanced to be in Edinburgh. And
A 1646, Lord Frendraught obtained an act from
Scotch Parliament making good his rights to
ndraught. Soon after this last date, Frendraught
wadset to Rev. W. Gregorie of Drumoch. The
set d from Lis son David in 1687, to
rge Morison of Bognie, and to his wife, the
rountess Frendraught, widow of James II. Viscount
ndraught. Itis now the property of their descend-
Major Morison of Bognie. W. TEMPLE.
23. BisHOP ALEXANDER GEDDEs (IIL., 190).—
rour correspondent, *“St. Giles,” not labouring
er some mistake as to ‘‘ Bishop Alexander
ides?” Upon a reference to various authorities,
an find no Bishop Alexander Geddes, but in
ibson’s Burns' Calendar,” I find under the 11th
ruary, the ‘‘Right Rev. éo/m Geddes, C.C.,
10p of Morocco i Partibus, correspondent of
s, died at Aberdeen, 1799.” T. G. S.
dinburgh.

23. Bishop Alexander Geddes was born at Arra-
11, Banffshire, in 1737 (see Library Edition of
: and Works of Burus, edited by Robert Chambers,
I11., page 10). T. W. McD.
Jollar.

23. Alexander Geddes never was a bishop—he
.an LL.D. of Aberdeen ; neither was he Burns’
respondent in 1789. He was born at Arradoul,
kie, Banffshire, in 1737. He was a clever but
:ntric priest only. He was chaplain at Traquair
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House, Peebles, for a time, after which he had charge
of the Mission at Auchinharlig, near Preshome, and
built part of the present chapel there. He got him-
self into difficulties speculating on house property,
&c., and left the district forniondon, where he ob-
tained a chaplaincy ; and later on Lord Petre settled
an annuity of £200 a year on him forlife. He died
in London on February 26, 1802, aged 65, and was
buried in the churchyard of Paddington, where a
tablet to his memory is still to be seen. The Univer-
sity of Aberdeen paid a tribute smprecedented to his
undoubted genius by conferring on him the degree of
Doctor of Laws. It was Bishop Jokn Geddes, the
only Bishop of the name, a relative of Dr. Alexander
Geddes, also born in the same district of Banffshire,
on gth September, 1735, who was Burns’ correspon-
dent in 1789. He first met the Poet Burns at Lord
Monboddo’s house in Edinburgh, in 1789, eight years
after Dr. Alexander Geddes had left Scotland for
good. St. Giles has confused the two names.
8o King Street, Aberdeen. WM. GORDON.

I cannot answer your correspondent’s inquiry
definitely, not knowing who the particular Geddes he
alludes to as in correspundence with Burn< in 1789
can have been. I would suggest to him, however,
to consider whether the correspondent named may
not have been the celebrated Roman Catholic Divine
and Poet, Dr. Alexander Geddes, the author of the
K:pular Jacobite song, ‘O send Lewie Gordon

me,” as well as the favourite humorous song, *‘ The
Wee Wifikie.” Dr. Alexander Geddes was born in
1737, at Pathhead, Arradowl, Rathven parish, Banff-
shire. As he was never a bishop, however, he can-
not be the person with that title who corresponded
with Burns in 1789. Geddes had a cousin named
John, who 21so studied for the Roman Catholic priest-
hood, and who afterwards became titular Bishop of
Dunkeld. May the names and titles of the two Di-
vines not have got confused somehow? I give this
suggestion for what it is worth.

W.B.R. W.

llar.
Literature.

The Poems of William Leighton. London :
Elliott Stock, 18go. [Pp. xii. + 270, cr. 8vo.]
SPRUNG from a family who loved literature, and
some of whom possessed a poetic pen, the author
of this goodly volume may be said to have inhe-
rited the gift. Thus favourably conditioned he

really “lisped in numbers,” but nothing is more

obvious, as the result of careful study and culti-
vation, than the progress of his muse, alike in
the author’s poetical conceptions and in his
growing mastery of expression. The editor has
acted wisely in giving the poems in chronologi-
cal order, a plan which at once does justice to
the poet and is instructive to the reader. It is
also suggestive of the possible attainments of
the author, had his brief life not terminated at
the early age of 28. The greater portion of the
volume shows the Poet in esse,—sweet, calm,
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sympathetic ; the remainder begins to exhibit
the Poet 777 posse, shaking off his early mimetic
bonds, and striking out boldly and in a manner
to recal another Scottish poet of rare ability,
David Gray, and his Luggie. These poems of
Mr. Leighton’s grow on one, a true test of merit.
Mr. John Leighton, the author’s brother, has il-
lustrated and edited the volume with much care
and in fine taste. Ep.

Notes on the Lands of Dumbreck and Orchard-
fown, in the Parish of Udny, and of some
Ancient Weapons of the Stone Period, &c.,
found thereon. Bythe Rev. WM. TEMPLE,
M.A,, F.S.A. Scot., Incumbent of S. Mar-
garet’s, Forgue. Banff, 18go.

THIs little pamphlet of some 12 pp. of matter is

an interesting fragment of local history, and

told very succinctly. Orchardtown, once an
integral portion of the lands of Dumbreck,
seems to have yielded an unusual harvest of
antique remains; and such as have not been
housed in the Museum of the Society of Anti-
quaries, Edinburgh, the author will be pleased
to exhibit to the curious at the Parsonage at
Forgue. : Ep.

THE PRESERVATION OF SESSION RECORDS.
—The Aberdeen Established Presbytery, on the
recommendation of Mr. J. A. Henderson, Cults
—the author of the History of Banchory-Deve-
nick—have adopted the following resolution, and
_ it is to be hoped their example will be largely
followed by other Presbyteries :—

*“ Whereas no strict rules have been laid down by
the Church for the preservation of session records and
relative documents, and whereas many of these papers,
which are of much historical as well as ecclesiastical
value, are liable to go amissing without the possibi-
lity of their being traced, the Presbytery of Aberdeen
humbly overture the Venerable the General Assembly
to take the forcgoing premises into their consideration,
and to direct the Presbyteries to see that the kirk-
sessions within their respective bounds cause inven-
tories of all records and documents to be made out and
compared with the actual decuments by a committee
of at least two out of each session, and, when found
correct, to be engrossed into the session minute ; and
that no Presbytery be at liberty to attest session minute
books without this rule being strictly complied with.”
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SEALS OF BURGH AND COUNTY
FAMILIES.

( Continued from Vol. I11., page 177).

10. JRVING. This seal is attached to an
Instrument of Resignation,dated 3rd November,
1599, by which George Knowis, burgess of
Aberdeen, resigns his half net’s salmon fishing
of the Raik and Stellis in favour of Andrew
Burnett. The arms on the seal are those as
borne by the family of Drum, viz. :—Three small
sheafs or bundles of holly, each consisting of
as many leaves, sliped; banded together—
S. M. RECARDI IRVING. Mr. Richard Irving,
whose seal is attached to the resignation as
witnessing baillie, was a magistrate on five
occasions between 1591 and 1607.

11. TULLIDAFF. This seal is attached to the
charter granted by Alexander Auchneiff in
favour of David Anderson, dated 19th March,
1529-30, and already referred to. The charge
on this seal is a hind couchant between a star in
chief and in base. In Pont’s MS. there are said
to be two stars in chief and a crescent in base,
while Stodart thinks that the animal in the
centre resembles a rabbit rather than a hind
couchant. The legend is—S. ANDREE Tou-

LEDEF. This family took its name i
barony of Tullydaff in Aberdeenshire, a1
bers of the family are met with in local
very frequently. Andrew Tullidaff was
on five occasions during the decade 1%
and his seal is attached to this chartc
official capacity.

12. BLINSEILE. This seal is attacl
deed of gift endowing St. Ninian’s Cl
the Castle Hill, dated 2nd May, 150.
charge on the seal is barry of six ; on th
bar two holly leaves paleways between
mullets ; on the fourth bar, a mullet
two martlets; on the fifth bar a cross ;
bar fretty—the legend, S. ROBERTI BL
In the Earl of Crawford’s MS. there
blazoned somewhat resembling the ab
argent between two bars azure ; a mullet
two martlets in fess gules ; in chief t
leaves paleways vert between as man;
of the third ; in base a chevron sable. Ir
Heraldic Illustrations, under the nam
shell or Blinshall,” he gives for the 2
family of that name—azure, on a fess
mullet between two martlets sable ; i
chevron of the second ; on a chief ar;
holly leaves vert between as many m
the third. Another coat preserved n £
Balfour's MS.! is totally different froi
the above, viz, a saltier between t\
crosslets fitchee in pale, and two mullet
in fess. Robert Blinseile was one of th
Robert Blinseile and his wife Elizabeth
ford, and, like the rest of his family,
active share in the municipal governme
native burgh. He was elected a magit
the first time in 1472, and ten years late
chosen Provost, an office which he fille
year.

12A. LESLIE. This seal is that of the
ing baillie attached to the deed of gift
by Blinseile in 1504. The baillie’s se
the paternal arms of Leslie, viz. :—
charged with three buckles, differenc
arrow in bend sinister point down
S. THOME LESLIE. Leslie's name
among the list of magistrates alm
tinuously from 1495 till 1508.

ALex. M. )

1 Stodart’s Arms,
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OLD DEER.
AN OLD BOOK AND AN OLD RECORD.

I RECENTLY came into possession of a curious
old document, an account of the distribution of
the Poor's Money and Common Good of the
Kirk of Deer for the years 1709 and 1710. Itis

written on the fly-leaf of a folio copy of a trans- .

lation of Eusebius Ecclesiastical History, which
belonged to Mr. Watt of the Episcopal Chapel

at Old Deer,—the father of Dr. Watt, who left

money for Educational purposes for the Parish
of Old Deer, and also for the Old Mill Reform-
atory, and House of Refuge, Aberdeen. On the
second fly-leaf of the volume is the inscription :
“ Ex Libris Joannis Watt Presbyteni Ecclesea
Angl: apud Old Deer. 1754.” The book is
printed in Black Letter, quotations, titles of chap-
ters and rubrics being in italics or script and
Roman type. The title page of the original is
wanting, and has been supplied in MS. It
reads :—“ The Ecclesiastical History of Euse-
bius Pamphilus Bp of Caesaria, Socrates Scho-
lasticus and Evagrius Scholasticus taking in 595
years, together with the Lives, the Ends, and
Martyrdoms of the Prophets, Apostles, and
Seventy Disciples by Dorotheus Bp of Tyrus as
also a Chronography from the Beginning of the
World to the birth of Christ, and from thence
continued to the twelfth year of the Emperor
Mauricius being the 395th year of the Chnstian
era, by M. H. the Translator. London printed
by Richard Field in the Black Friars. 1607.”

The History by Eusebius extends to 197 folios,
and is followed by that of Socrates Scholasticus,
“beginning where Eusebius left and Ending an
Hundred and fortie years after.”—* Written in
the Greeke tongue above a thousand yeares
agoe, and translated by M. H” On folio 4o1,
a “Jo: B. 1733” has written—

¢ To father Son and Holy Ghost
On God whom wee adore
Be glory as it was is now
And shall be evermore.”

Then follows “The Ecclesiastical History of
Evagrius Scholasticus, a noble man of Antioch
and one of the Emperours Lieutenants : com-
rised in sixe books beginning where Socrates
eft and Ending an hundred an Seventy yeares
after. Written in the Greeke tongue about nine
hundred yeares ago, and translated by M. H.”
This goes on to folio 512, and is followed by
“The Lives, the Ends and the Martyrdoms of
the Prophets, Apostles and Seventie disciples of
ovr Saviovr. Written in Greeke by Dorotheus
Bishop of Tyrus aboue a thousand yeares ago,
and now translated by M. H.”

The Chronography follows. It is very curi-
ous. The title is “A Chronographie with a

| supputation of the yeares from the beginning of
i the World unto the birth of Christ and con-
. tinued from the birth of Christ (where Eusebius

Chiefly, Socrates, Evagrius, and Dorotheus after

him do write) unto the twelfth yeare of the raigne
. of Mauricius the Emperour, being the full time of
sixe hundred, wanting only five yeares after
Christ, and the purest age : Containing the Acts
of Christ: the yeares of the incarnation: the
famous men, with the martyrs and fauouers of
the truth in all those times : the raigne of the
i Emperours : the Kings of Judza : the succes-
sion of high priests in Ierusalem as long as they
lasted : after them the succession of Bishops,
especially in the most famous Churches, as Ieru-
salem, Antioch, Rome, Alexandria, with others:
the Councels within this time summoned, and
the heretickes Condemned. All which are faith-
fully Collected. Chiefly out of Eusebius, Socrates,
and Evagrius, and where they are silent out of
other ancient writers : by M. H.” 1607.

It begins with Adam. Places the Deluge
Anno Mundi 1656. Deliverance from Egypt
A.M. 2453. Translation of the Septuagint about
A.M. 3790. The Birth of Christ AM. 3970
This part he sums up thus :—* The received
opinion, namely of Augustine, Justinus Martyr,
Ireneus, Munster, Ludovicus Carethis, withothers
is, that the world shall last sexe thousand years;
two thousand before the Law, two thousand
under the Law, and two thousand under Messias,
that is, Christ. Againe I read that our Saviour
said in the Gospell, the Law and the prophets
to have ended in John. And if the common
opinion be true, then were the four thousand
yeares expired. From thence let us begin with
Christ as it is in_the Chronographie following.”

The later portion is arranged in four parallel
columns, headed—

I. The acts of Christ and the years of the
incarnation.

I1. The raigne of the Emperours.

III. The famous men and favourers of the

truth.

1V. The Kings of Juda. .

V. The High-priest of the Ievvsin Jerusalem.
VI. Sects and Heretickes as well among the
Jevves as afterwards among the Chris-
tians.

As we get down the stream of time additional
columns are added to present “ The Councells”;
“ The Bishops of Jerusalem” ; “ The Bishops of
Antioch”; “of Rome”; “of Alexandrna”;
“ The Fathers of the Church.” The column for
“The Incarnation” is replaced by one of dates
A.D. In 73 Jerusalem was destroyed, and both
Kings and Priests of the Jews disappear, and
thereafter the columns are confined to the Dates,
Emperors, Fathers, Counsels, Bishops and He-
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retics. It ends in 595, and is quaintly summed
up thus :—* Hitherto, (Gentle Reader), have I
runne over in this Chronographie the principall
things which are to be considered within the
first sixe hundred yeares after Christ, as farre
foorth as these Authors, whose histories I trans-
lated, have continnued their times. Evagrius,
the last of the Historiographers, ended the
twelfth yeare of Mauricius the Empereur, and
there I rest with him, leaving the times follow-
ing, (which are wonderfully corrupted), to such
as are disposed to discourse of them. This tra-
vell have I taken, that the truth of the purest
age after Christ might appeare, and the state of
the most auncient Churches might be knowne
of such as in these dayes seeke to overthrow the
State, bring the religion to contempt, the Chris-
tians to a lawlesse securitie, hoping that by the
view of orderly discipline, things which be amisse
may be redressed accordingly. I wish thee
health, knowledge of the truth, feare of God,
faith to beleeue in him, thy soules health, and
saluation in the end. Farewell.”

The volume is bound in dark leather back
with parchment sides. I presume it had de-
scended from the minister to the doctor, and at
the latter’s death passed with the owner’s other
effects into the custody of his agents who carried
out the winding up of his estate,—the Messrs.
Chalmers of Aberdeen. The late Mr. Patk. H.
Chalmers desired that it should be preserved in
the Library at Kinmundy, as possessing an in-
teresting record connected with the parish 180
years ago. After his decease his representatives
carried out his wish, and the volume is now
here. I append a transcript of the MS. relating
to the Poor of the Kirk of Deer.

WM. FERGUSON.

Kinmundy.

Discharge of the Poor’s Money and Common Good,
1709 and ryro years December oth ryo9 Fry-
day The poores money and Common good of the
Kirk of Deer was distributed as follows, vist. :—

Margaret Will in Milhill,......... oo 14 oo Will
Christina Dickie in Cabrach,....00 14 00 Dickie
Jean Henderson, Little Creichie,0o 00 oo
Christian Fraser in Shannas, ....01 00 0o Fraser
Nicolas Sim in Aden,...... ...00 12 00 Sim
Majory Grige in Benwells,....... 0o 12 oo Grige

Andrew Yett in Durie & his wife, o1 0o oo Yett

Elizaleth Tellie in Gav’l,........ 00 14 0o Tellie
Susanna Dalgarno in Little
Creichie, ......ccocev vevvvennennnns 00 14 00 Dalgarno
{anet Scorjack in Shannas,. ..... o1 0o 0o Scorjack
sobel Gourlay, Over Kinnockie,o1 oo oo Gourlay
Barbara Bruce in Annachic,..... 00 14 00 Bruce
Robert Walker in Aden,...... ... 00 14 oo Walker

Christian Wilson there,............ 0o 12 oo Wilson
Catherine Henderson, Craighill, o1 0o oo Henderson
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Margaret Celler in Annochie, .. 00 10 00
Isobel Dickie in‘Deer, ........... 00 12 00 L
David Sandy in Dunshillock,....00 12 co S.
Mary Rolly in Coynack,.......... o1 oo oo R
Alexander Findlay, Pettymarcus,00 14 oo F
Margaret Hay in Meikle Creichie,0o 14 oo H
Jobhn Keith in Little Creichie,...or 14 oo K
Jean Dickie in Deer, .............. oo 12 oo D
George Henderson in Biffie,.....10 10 oo H:

Robert Henderson Wright for
work at the Ministers Bridge,

George Crab, wright for assist-
ing him at the work.

James Bowman, wright for as-
sisting also at the work,

The Clark of the Session which
pays him till Hallowday,.....

3

The Beggars, .................o... 00 12 00 Beg
Agnes Lawrence in Clola,........ 00 12 00 Lav
Isobel Fettous in Creichie,. ..... 00 14 oo Fet
Margaret Elrick in Altrie,........ 0o 14 oo Elr

Donald Stewart in Auchrydie,...0o0 04 0o Ste
Christian Will in Auchtidonald,0o 14 0o Wil
John Beedie hisson, Pettimarcus,00 14 00 Bee
James Wyllie, Stith, for mend-

ing the Bellrocking tree,...... 00 o7 o4 Wy
John Murcor in Pettymarcus, ...00 08 0o Mu

Agnes Ogilvie,........coovvvennnenn. 00 04 oo Ogi.
Isobel Teylyour, . ................... 00 or oo Tey
————————

SCRAPS OF BUCHAN FOLK LO
( Continued from p. ry9, Vol. 111.)
JUVENILE GAMES.

FRroOM the phraseology used in the game
sanguinary one named I believe it to be o
lish origin ; how or at what time introduct
the Buchan district, or if farther known in
deenshire, I am unable to say. Another
which used to be well known to boys, an
ried out properly at one time, has degen
into a kind of exercise practised on th
principle. In this way it is well calcula
cultivate dexterity of hand and eye ; bu
the competitive element introduced it ma
excellent game.

Cattie was first introduced into Pete
about the year 1833, by French fisherme
came to buy herrings instead of catching
This practice was carried on for several
a large bounty being paid by the Frenc
vernment to their own fishermen for the e
importation of herrings. Under this syst
fishermen found it paid better to buy the
fish, and thus make sure of securing the b
which was considerable. The practice
last found out, and the French fisher
amended.

While the French fishing crafts lay in h:
waiting for early takes, the crews often a:
themselves on Sunday mornings playir
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game of Caltie, the name by which it was known
to boys. Men and boys joined together in the
game, and to see them at the same, and observe
their gestures, and hear their shouts and merry
laughter infected the boys in the town, who
were soon found doing their best on week-days
in imitation of the foreigners. I cannot say if
this game was known in Scotland earlier than
the date I have given ; but I know it was alto-

ether unknown to the boys of Peterhead until
introduced as described.

This introduction gives a historical and inter-
national interest to the subject in connection
with the then position of Scotch and French
fishing interests.

In 1833 fishermen were engaged to fish for

herrings to curers at 8s. per cran, while the

French fishermen were receiving a larger sum
as bounty from their own Government for fish
purchased from Scotch curers.

This illustration of the wisdom of some fishing
laws is worth noting, and the facts here given
have become associated with the game referred
to, a proof that early impressions of a relative
kind are as enduring as those absolute and
direct, and may be of more enduring value when
carefully considered.

Through the Needle ee.

This well known game, which is perhaps the
oldest known and farthest spread of all juvenile
games, is not now so well known as it used to
be in our own country. It would be impossible
now to trace where it had first originated. Itis
known to the young of all European countries,
and the Malagasy children were seen by the
first Europeans who visited them practising, in
every way the same (except the words used), the
old game of their childhood and fatherland.

I need not here describe this game, which,
although not so popular as it was in past times,
is still well remembered ; but it would be inte-
resting to know if the game is the same, or has
any relation to Zhreading the Needle, as kept
up by Cambridge students as a time-honoured
custom on their annual day.

Jingo Ring.

A well known girls’ game, and one which still
keeps its own, has been long known in the north
of Scotland by the above name. Some years
ago, when the word /ingo came into popular
use, it was supposed by some to be a newly
coined one, by some of the music hall laureates,
and was introduced into the Jingo literature at
the time in praise of the money power and fight-
ing qualities of John Bull. It is needless to say
the word was long known to Aberdonians before
the time referred to.

The game, as still gone into with spirit and
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enjoyment by young girls in Buchan, and other
parts of our northern counties, may be described
as follows :—

A number of girls join hands and form a ring,
with one in the centre, and while moving round

' with measured steps sing the following—-

‘ Here we go by jingo ring,
gy jingo ring, by jingo ring,
ere we go by jingo ring,
Round about merry ma tanzy.

This may be termed the prelude, which re-
ceives extempore additions as the game pro-
ceeds, and of rhyming value in proportion to
the inspiration of the parties engaged in the
game, words like the following being introduced
to give variety—

‘“ Whar was ye so late yestreen?
Late yestreen, late yestreen,
Whar was ye so late yestreen ?
Round about merry ma tanzy.
Others in the same strain follow, the enjoyment
of the game depending upon the extempore
power of the company.

Gird the Cogie.

Another game, similar in form to the above,
used to be acted out by boys, and was known as
“Gird the Cogie.” .

A boy being placed on his knees in the centre
of a circle made by other boys, with their caps
in their hands, they begin by dancing round
and striking the boy in the centre with their
caps, at the same time singing—

¢ The cooper comes to gird the cog,
Gird the cog, gird the cog,
The cooper comes to gird the cog,
Wi’ axe, and adze and driver.
Gird the cog, gird the cog.
The cooper’s a good contriver.
The game used to be played in a somewhat
roughly diverting way, the representative of the
Cog being expected to receive the girding opera-
tion without complaining.

Other out-door games popular with the youn
in the early decades of the present century, an
which were gone into by boys above the class of
juveniles, had no words attached to them, the
muscular element being the prevailing charter
of out-door games after thirteen or fourteen
years of age.

The game of Skinty used to be well known to
schoolboys ; it was a winter game, and usually
taken up about Martinmas. In the lower part
of Buchan it was known as 7%e Cutty Sow, often
as The Chew or Chow.

Cricket was first introduced into Buchan about
the year 1824, by General Gordon of Cairness,
the first game having been played on the Links
of St. Fergus. A cricket club was formed in
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Peterhead at the same time, and was kept up
for years ; but a lively interest in the game had
ceased for a while, until some time in the

forties it again revived. B
The roaring game of Curling, which has lately
been introduced into the Buchan district, must,
I think, have been well known at one time. Old
curling-stones have been found in the parish of
Old Deer, but I have no tradition of the game
having ever been practised in the district. Notes
on this matter would be interesting, should any
of the readers of S.V.&*(). be able to give them.
So little is known in Buchan about this game,
that I may state, that an old farmer in Old Deer
parish had in his possession, a few years ago,
some curling-stones, which he used as weights
tied to ropes thrown over his ricks to keep the
cover on the crop. About curling-stones and
the game he knew nothing.
' MORMOND.

—_——————
TRIAL OF CORSTORPHINE WITCHES.

Extracted from the Parish Register. (See
Vol. 111, p. 122.)

3rd June 1649.—A Bill of Complaint was given
by Wm. upon Christian W™sone and Janet
Baillie for calling his wife Magic Bell a witch—
who compearing denyed they called her a witch
but they said they had heard sundrie say that
she gatte hot a good word. ’

Margt. Aikman avouched in her face that her
son John Hunter being feed with Margt. Bell to
keep her kyne and he refusing to come as he had
promised Bell said—Margaret Aikman ye shall
get little good of him. Thereafter John Hunter
ell into ane sickness not ordinary now extremely
hot now extremely cold as also that thereafter
within 8 days or a week Margaret Bell coming
by their doar Margt Aikman said to her Magic
Bell come and see the laad for he has never done
a good turn since ye said I should get as little
good of him as ye should if he entered not his
service. Upon this Bell sayeth 3 or 4 times God
help him and shortly thereafter he grew better
and better.

George Cochran deponed upon oath that Ber-
nard Ranken upon his deathbed, (who died of
witchcraft, as he affirmed,) said he could not be
%U)l/lte of two wyves Betie Watson and Magic

ell.

Bessie Scott deponed that Bell asking of her
some thread or worsted and she refusing Bell
cursed her and she thereafter fell sick of an ex-
traordinary sickness and that thereafter Bessie
was desired by her mother Betie Watson to goe
down to Magic Bells house and ask her health of
her for Godsake and pouke her taile q't she did
and thereafter coming home she fell asleep and

when she awakened there came out so
like a rough worme out of her mou
immediately she recovered.

Thereafter there were sundrie dittaes t
in ag® her by Jeane Brown, Patric Leitch
in the parish of St. Cuthberts and fron
dingston the Deposition of one John Yow
scribed by Mr. Chas. Lumsden Ministe
deponed that she was a charmer 20 yea
syck lyke the deposition of Thomas Law:
his wife dwelling at the West Port sub
by Mr. Hugh Sommerville Clerk &c.
these Margaret Bell (by myt of For
Bailie, and that she had been reputed a
these 20 years by past) was put fast and a;
ed to be straightly watched.

Thereafter Margaret Bell came to a con
and confessed before the Minister Mr.
Chalmers and sundrie others that 18 yea1
she dwelling then in Merchistoun she mu
the Divell upon a night at even behind th
of Merchistoun quho asked her if she v
his servant to the q'* she granted and ¢
she renounced her baptisme and was b
over again &c. Thereafter she met :
times with him both when she dwelt
West Port of Edin® at the back of the
Wall at the quarrel holle with sundrie otl
she said were all dead in the Plague, and
ing in the Park of Corstorphine she met
times with the Divell in the Broons.

Being asked who were her consort st
fessed that Clattering Megge qb° dw
Ratho was one, Ke/t G766 in Gogar was a
Marion Inglis on the hill was as guilty
herself and Marion Inglis being two
times confronted with her she did avouc
same confessed also that Wm Scott W
was one and Bessie Scott, daughter to
Scott was one also bot wad not confe
knew anie moe.

Magic Bell held her long at her con
bot being condemned to be burnt going
place of execution denyed all by the w.
dyed denying.

July 16th 1649—Magic Bell and Ket!
were confronted —Magic Bell told-her s
Kett Gibb with Clattering Meg and .
Inglis had met sundrie times within these
in the Park of Corstorphine g Kett
denyed. *

July 22—The g* day Kett Gibb d
before the Minister, Sir John Cupar of
Thomas Alon, John Yorkson Elders Mr.
Cameron with sundrie others :—

18*—That being about 20 years old (ar
80) upon a day she keeping knolt and st
the park of Kinnel the Divell appeared tc
the likeness of a mukill grim man and
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her what age she was of and if she wold be his
servant g answered she wold.

20d—7 or 8 days after he appeared in same
ﬁlace clothed in black at g'* time she renounced :
er baptism and he baptised her with water qi .
he brought in something like a cockle shell and *
called her Catherine and she promised to be his
serv"a’mt, etc.

4tt—Deponed that she with her consorts met
with the Divell 4 times a year ordinarily, and
that the Divell conveins them and tells both -
time and place of their meeting. When asked
who were her consorts she named a great
number among others James Gray in Over
Gogar, Webster, Marion Crawford in Gogar
Stone and Christian Gibb in Crawmond whom
she knew to be a witch by her fashions and
adoes. She died in a barne sundries being
watching her upon Lamb-even in Gogar.

Augt. 19th 1649. The Confession of Bessie
Scott who was apprehended on Augt. 17th.

Bessie Scott confessed that last year DBetie
Watson her mother took her to the park in the
gloming and said unto her she would take her
to her master he will be a good master unto you
when she met with the Divell in the like-
ness of a man clothed in grey and as she thought
he rose out of the ground. There was with her ;
also Magic Bell and W™ Scott her uncle. Her -

. was sent and Mr. Wm. Dalgleish came.

" Alex* Scott and Bessie Scott dyed confessing
i and were brunt Aug® 28th.

9 September 1649.
TRIAL OF MARION INGLIS,
Marion Inglis was apprehended on evidence

. of Marg* Bell with wh.m she was several times
. confronted also on evidence of Katherine Gibb.

John Kinkade who s~archeth the Divells mark
being sent about to search and try the two
Scottis and having fand marks upon them
George Lord Forreste. sent about Marion Inglis
for tryal and John at that time fand two marks
upon Marion Inglis q'¥ he upon oath averred to
be the Divells marks with q'k all that was there

. present rested content and satisfied ; Thereafter

the matter concerning the marks being reported
to the Presbetery they doe appoint the minister
to send John Kinkade to try the mark again
and to advertise Mr. Wm. Dalgleish and Mr.
Tho® Garvoy with his coming. Advertisment
Jobn
Kinkade trys the woman over again but at that
time he gave not satisfaction either to Mr. Wm
Dalgleish, the Minister, Florence Gardner,
Davd Clerk or sundry others then present for
the woman cryed pitifully and the pface qF the
prins were putt in uped with blood a little.

The depositions that were given in agt.
Marion (having at sundry tymes made intimation
out of the pulpit if any hadyanything to say ag*

Mother said to the Divell she had brought a| Marion Inglis and the Presbetery for further
servant to him he asked if she wold be his (ryal and clearing of the matter desired the
servant and promised to be a good master unto : Ministers of Crawmond, Currie, &c. to make the
her at q'* time he desired her to renounce her |ike intimation ' they did—then follows evi-
baptism q'* she did at the Divell and her mothers ' dence.) Two witnesses from Crawmond de-
persausion. Mayic Bell bro® water furth of her i poned that she foretold the death of a cow which
house in a couge and the Divell sprinkled the happened. Tho* Dishington from Do. deponed
water upon her face %{“d called her maid at g'* | that Marion was an envious banning flyttin,
time he nipped her ¢’ was so sore that she cryed ' woman and sundry deponed that she was mu
out and became mad (q'* was known to be tru€ | yiven to banning. David Brown a young bo
altho not the cause thereof) and she continued ; deponed that being on Corstorphine hill the last
a long time so and was still troubled and feared | year in harvest he went up to Marions house
with his sight &c. &c. who asked him what he was doing, he answered

THE DEPOSITION OF WM. SCOTT, MARLICK.

Wm Scott, Webster, confessed that about 6!
years since he went to Cowbridge with Betie
Watson and coming home again he met with a
man by the way clothed in brown clothes who
asked if he wold be his servant and he wold .
give him gold and gear enough to the q'* he
agreed and renounced his baptism and was
baptised again. Wilfie and the Divell nipped
him thro’ the sark and he said it was the sorest
nip he ever felt. That he met the Divell sundry
times bot never with any other bot Betie Watson |
and Magic Bell and sometimes Bessie Scott. :
Declaring that he knew nothing to Alexr Scott
and that he knew nothing of these doings both

he had been hunting, she said to him Stay a
little and I will give you a cunning and presentl
he saw Marions cat fetch in ane in her rnoutg
q'® he seeing feared him and he would not have
i F

1t.
D ——

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF
DUNDEE PERIODICAL LITERATURE.

(Continued from page 14.)

1855. 7he Dundee Times. (One of the first
penny newspapers). Price One Penny. No. 1,
Saturday, 3oth June, 1855. Printed by D. R.
Clark, in Gray’s Close, High Street. The first
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few numbers were published by P. & J. Fleming,
and the last two or three numbers by John M.
Beatts. This newspaper introduced into Dun-
dee the new method of boys crying and selling
the papers on the streets. When Mr. Beatts be-
came editor, it was announced to the readers
that—*“The Dundee Times enters upon its second
quarter next Saturday, the 29th September, when
it will appear considerably improved, artd under
new management, arrangements have been
effected for furnishing pithy original articles on
important national and local subjects, succinct,
but correct and intelligible reports of all im-
portant local meetings, in' fine, it is our purpose
to render the Dundee Times (the only cheap
newspaper published in Dundee not served up
at second-hand) an influential, intelligent, and
independent organ of public opinion.” The
Advertiser, in noticing the withdrawal of this
newspaper, says :—" The Penny Dundee Times
expired on Saturday, after a brief and strugg-
ling existence. The proprietor attributes the
fatality to the competition for advertisements
amongst the small fry of papers having be-
come ‘so exceedingly keen as to have brought
down the charge for advertising in penny
papers to a mere shadow of the printed
scales.”” The cost of producing the paper was,
he says, “really more than a penny . . . .
“We, the only penny newspaper, not the bantling
of high priced parents,ever published in Dundee,
bid adieu for the nonce to the world of letters, in
the confident hope of our place ere long being
filled by a successor, we trust better endowed
with this earth’s dross, without which, talent,
however profound, and fortitude, however fear-
less, can never compete either with ‘sublime
mediocrity,’ or even with puerile imbecility when
blessed with a plethora of Gold.””—Dundee Ad-
wvertiser, 23rd October, 1855. Altogether seven-
teen numbers of the Dundee Times were issued,
the last being published on 2oth October, 1855.

1857. The Weekly Express was printed and
published every Saturday morning by Mr. John
Irving, at his printing office, No. 3 St. Clement’s
Lane, Dundee. Price 1d. I have not seen a
copy of this paper. It was commenced in
September, 1857, by Mr. John Irvine, the
proprietor and editor, who had begun business
as a printer in Dundee, in July, 1852. In
the beginning of 1855, he solicited and ob-
tained the printing of the Mercantile Advertiser,
but he executed it for a few months only. The
Express enjoyed but an ephemeral existence,
and the paper consisted of four pages, two of
which contained general news that were com-
posed and printed in the office of the Fifeshire

ournal, by Mr. Samuel Robertson, in Cupar,
the other two pages contained local intelligence

and advertisements, the latter being p
Dundee. The Eaxpress published, in i
of “The Barber's Shop,” then appearir
Weekly News, a series of similar imagin
versations, under the title of *“The Smith’
The “Smiddy” was such a scurrilous

tion that a citizen who was grossly sl
raised an action against the editor, an
decree in his favour for £5o0, but “the
bolted, and the door of the ‘Smiddy’ was
for ever.”

1857. The Law Chronicle, containing
of cases decided in Sheriff Courts.
April, 1856. Price 6d. 8 pages, 8vo, pagec
No. 3, no title, date at end, 26th April
paging 17 to 24 ; after this the pagina
continuous. No. 30, Dundee, 4th April
end of Vol. 1., 241 pages. Printed by
Clark, High Street, Dundee. Vol. III., 1
being the last numbers printed in D
This paper was commenced by Mr.
Flowerdew. In introducing it to the publ
editor states that—* The present publical
started with the view of endeavouring to |
record of law cases decided under the new !
Court Act, as well as any other legal o
which may be conceived interesting to the
profession and the public.” At the end o:
year an index of matters, and also an in
names of the Pursuers and Defenders,
given along with a title page. The Adwve
in noticing it, feared *that the field befor
Flowerdew was too limited to ensure succ

1858. The Dundee, Fife, and Perth R
Time Table. Published by Clark, S
& Co., 9 New Inn Entry, Dundee. S
the booksellers in town, by Mr. Mills, per
Nethergate, and at the Railway Stations.
1d. This is a folding sheet of eight pages,
by 3 ins. each. The rapid development
Railway Time Table, since this publicatic
been very marked. Each Railway Cor
now distributes gratuitously sheets simi
the above, but from six to eight times the

1858-9. Hill & Alexander's Railway
and General Advertiser for the North anc
of Scotland. Published monthly. Pric
This Guide had an extensive circulation, :
an inducement, advertisements in the A
Aduvertiser were also inserted in the Zime
of the Dundee and Perth, Dundee and Ne
and Dundee and Arbroath Railways, fc
charge.

1858. The Peoples Journal was issuec
weekly paper for the working classes t
proprietors of the Dundee Advertiser, o
January, 1858. In announcing its forthc
publication, the Dundee Advertiser state
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“the cheap papers which have sprung up since 1 Mr. W. D. Latto, editor of the People’s Journal,

the abolition of the Stamp Duty being utterly
unworthy of the intelligence and character of

the respectable portion of the working classes, :

we have resolved on publishing this, the first
number of a new People's Journal, of large size,
well printed, on good paper, price 1d.” The
original title was Dundee, Perth, and Forfar
Peoople's Journal, and the fifth number bore the
additional name of “Fife” in the title. On
21st January, 1860, the title for one number only
was simply “ The People’s Journal,” but in the
following week the old title was resumed, and
continued until 1864. In that year, two special
editions were printed, one of them called the
Aberdeen Edition, giving local intelligence from
Aberdeenshire, Banffshire, and Kincardineshire,
whilst the other, called the local or Dundee
Edition, was confined more especially to Fife-
shire, and the eastern counties south of the
Forth. These special editions were increased
in number. in 1866, to seven. Since that time,
separate editions for all the districts in Scotland
have been issued regularly, there being, at
present, eleven separate editions every week.
In these local editions, the district news for
different parts of Scotland are printed only in
the edition for the locality, whilst the strictly
literary matter is carried through all editions.
The first number of the People's Journal was
23 ins. by 16 ins.,, and bore the imprint—
“Printed and published by John Leng, at the
office, Argyle Close, Overgate.” The number
for 22nd October, 1859, was printed in the new
premises at Bank Street, from which place it has
ever since been issued. On 21st January, 1860,
it was enlarged from five to six columns, and
was described as one of the largest penny
papers in the kingdom. On s5th October, 1861,
1t was again enlarged from six to seven columns,
and on 15th January, 1876, it was made an
eight-page instead of a four-page newspaper.
One of Hoe’s American fast printing machines
was erected in the office at Bank Street, in
December, 1864, and was used principally for
printing the Peoples Journal for some years
afterwards. It was ultimately replaced by a
Victory machine in 1875, which is still in use
for printing this paper. Shortly after its in-
auguration in 1858, Mr. W. D. Latto began con-
tributing, and in December, 1860, he became
the editor of the People’s Journal, and still con-
tinues in that office. For many years the late
Mr. David Pae contributed some of his most
powerful novels as serials for the Pegple's
Journal, and it has been remarkable, both for its
literary style, and for the fulness and accuracy
of its reports of local affairs and district news.
«On Saturday evening [12th December, 1885],

was entertained in the Kinnaird Hall, Dundee,
by the proprietors or that newspaper, on the
completion of the twenty-fifth year of his con-
nection with the paper. Mr. Latto was pre-
sented with a gold watch and chain, and
Mrs. Latto with a silver tea tray. Mr. Latto is
well-known throughout Scotland as the author
of ‘The Bodkin Papers” When replying, in
the course of his remarks, Mr. Latto said :(—
‘Amongst the noteworthy achievements of the
Journal, which 1 shall always regard with
pardonable pride, I may mention the raising of
upwards of £80oo amongst its readers for the

urchase of the Peterhead and Arbroath life-

oats, and the annual Christmas competitions.
by which the sons and daughters of toil have
been encouraged to devote their leisure hours to
mental culture and literary composition. The
lifeboats have been the means of saving not a
few valuable lives, while the literary ‘wapin-
schaws’ have brought to light several poets,
novelists and essayists, who might otherwise
have ‘blushed unseen, and wasted their sweet-
ness on the desert air’ Of these, let it suffice
to mention the names of Mr. Alexander Ander-
son (‘Surfaceman’), and of Miss Annie S. Swan,
both of whom have earned for themselves very
high distinction in literature, the former as a
poet, and the latter as a novelist.””

1858. The Gospel Witness. “ Repent, for the
Kingdom of God is at hand.” No. 1, January,
1858. No. 9, September. Nos. 10, 11, and 12,
no date. At the end of No. 12, “the editor
thanks the readers for the patience they have
exercised in regard to the irregularity in the
issue of the various numbers.” Printed by
Park, Sinclair & Co., Dundee. Size, 8% ins.
by 5 ins., paged 1 to 188. This magazine
was issued by the Baptist Brethren “that it may
stimulate their faith, and hope, and love, and
incite them to shine as lights in ‘the world
holding forth the word of truth’” The twelve
numbers were bound into a volume, with the
following title page, 7ke Gospel Witness. “Re-
pent, for the Kingdom of God is at hand.”
“When they believed the things concerning the
Kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ,
they were baptized” Dundee: Printed by
Park, Sinclair & Co., MDCCCLX.

1858. 7he Telegraph. a Political and Literary
Journal for the Counties of Forfar, Fife, and
Perth. No. 1. Saturday, 2nd October, 1858.
Price 1d. Size, 24 ins. by 18 ins. Printed and
published every Saturday morning at Key’s
Close, Nethergate, by Hill and Alexander
(go being the last printed by Hill & Alexander).
No. 75, Saturday, 3rd March, 1860, title short-
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ened, The Telegraph. No. 91, 23rd June, 1860. nection with this magazine, Mr. Downie issued
Printed and published by Charles Alexander & ! a series of 16 and 32 paged tracts under the
Co. Mr. C. C. Maxwell was the first editor, and ' title of The Substance and Argument of the
continued until August, 1860, when Mr. George | Ancient Faith. The titie of this magazine was
Hay became editor of the Courier, he also taking ' changed on the ist of January, 1871, to Zke
charge of the editing of the Zeleyraph. In com- | Messenger of the Gospel, the editor being
mencing this publication, the following notice : Mr. James Cameron of Edinburgh. The pub-
appears :—*“In addition to the usual contents of | lishers were Messrs. McKenzie & Co., Edin-
a newspaper, we shall give a series of tales, - burgh, and the printer was Mr. William Norrie
original .and selected, and we intend to give of Dundee. The last number was issued in

occasional prizes, both in money and books, for
original tales and ;oems, &c.” On Saturday, |
a7th April, 1861, The Telegraph was amalga- |
mated with the Dundee Weekly News. I

i
1859. Zhe Daily Advertiser. No. 1. Wed- |
nesday, 4th May, 1859. Price 4d. Dundee:
Printed and published by John Leng (residing -
at 8 Craigie Terrace), at the office, Argyle Close, '
Overgate, every morning, size, 15 ins. by 10 ins., -
4 pages. Ten numbers issued. 7%e Daily Ad- |
vertiser, a halfpenny newspaper, was started on |
Wednesday, 4th May, 1859. The excitement '
over the war news, and the desire for the latest
telegrams, led to the publication of this paper at |
a cheap price. 1t was published every forenoon ,
at eleven o’clock, containing the telegrams, '
ofinions of the Zimes, and other London papers ,
of that morning. The demand was so great |
that upwards of 30,000 copies of the first num- |
ber were sold in one day. This unprecedented |
success led to its withdrawal. The premises in |
the Overgate were found to be inadequate for |
the great pressure, and" the printing machines .
were unable to supply the required number of '
Eapers. The strain on the staff, caused by the .
imited space, and the number issued, led the
proprietors to discontinue the paper, until their .
new premises in Bank Street were ready.

1859- The Daily Argus, and Forfar, Perth,
and Fife Advertiser. No. 1. Dundee, 23rd
May, 1859. Price 1d. Printed by Park, Sin-
clair & Co., and published by them every morn-
ing at 33 Reform Street, Dundee. Size, 18 ins.
by 153 ins. This was one of the first daily news-
papers in Dundee, and continued for one year
and eleven months, until its amalgamation with
the Courier on 22nd April, 1861. (See article
on Courier, supra.)

1860. 7he Messenger of the Churckes. Price
2d., coloured covers, demy 8vo, sixteen pages.
A monthly publication issued by the Baptist
Believers of the Gospel of the Kingdom. First
issued at Edinburgh in 1860, but the editor,
Mr. George Downie, having removed to Dun-
dee in 1867, the printing was transferred to that
town, and was executed by James P. Matthew
& Co., Meadowside, Dundee. It continued to
be published until December, 1870. In con-

August, 1872. In September, of the same year,
the title was again changed to the Churck
Messenger, at which time Mr. Norrie became
the editor, printer, and publisher. The last
number appeared in October, 1873, after an
existence of thirteen years.

ALEXANDER C. LaMB.

( 7o be continued. )
—_— e————

AYRSHIRE AS A FACTOR IN
SCOTTISH DEVELOPMENT.

( Continued from g. 7, Vol. IV.)

TURNING our attention now to the seventeenth cen-
tury, Ayrshire is still found contributing her full quota
to the spiritual leaders of the time. Thus, for ex-
ample, in the first half of that century, or during the
period that closed with the restoration of Charles II.,
we have among the church leaders of the time Ayr-
shire names so important as those of John Strang,
D.D., Principal of Glasgow University ; Zachary
Boyd, the famous Presbyterian minister of Govan ;
Robert Blair, the Covenanting minister of St Andrews;
of Josias ‘Welsh, too, the great Evangelistic preacher,
whose name is associated with the remarkable revival
of religion in the North of Ireland in the early part of
the seventeenth century ; as well as of ITugh Binning,

. also minister of Govan, and one ot the most cultured

and valued of the young theologians of the Covenant-
ing party.

During the ¢ Sturm und Drang ” period of Preshy-
terian Defeat and Episcopal Domination, which ex-
tended from 1660 to the Revolution of 1688, Ayrshire,
which was one of the strongholds of the Covenanting
party, contributed many of the most trusted and valued
of the clerical leaders of that party, as well as a pre-

nderating number of the stouter and more active of
its lay heads and supporters. Thus, to name a few
only from many of Ayrshire’s Covenanting clergy at
this period, this county has the credit of producing—
James Fergusson of Kilwinning, one of the most scho-
larly of Presbyterian theologians ; Alexander Peden,
the most popular of all the Covenanting field preach-
ers ; William Stirling, the author of the historical
part of the well known book describing the Sufferings
of the Scottish Presbyterians, which goes hy the name
of Naphtali; and Alexander Dunlop, the able and
honoured Covenanting minister of Paisley. Of pro-
minent laymen identified with the Covenanting party,
Ayrshire contributes names from almost all the lead-
ing families of the county, conspicuous among which
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I may mention the names of James Campbell, Earl of
Loudon, Sir Hew Campbell of Cessnock, as well as
Robert Ker of Kersland, and Win. Mure of Caldwell.
Were I indeed to recount all the names of lesser note
that endured persecution in Ayrshire because of their
sympathy with the outed Presbyterian clergy, I would
have to fill several pages of this journal with a bare
catalogue of names. This would be tiresome and un-
interesting. and therefore I refrain. It may be inte-
resting, however, to mention that my tables contain
the names of no fewer than 21 persons of Ayrshire
birth who died as martyrs to the cause represented by
the Covenant, between the years 1660 and 1688.
And these of course do not by any means constitute
the whole number of Ayrshire men and women who
perished in that struggle, but only such of the more
noted of them as have come under my view.

But while Ayrshire was thus energetically Presby-
terian in sentiment at this crisis in the nation’s history,
it is interesting to notice that alongside of this prevail-
ing Presbyterianism and Puritanism, a more moderate
type of religious life and thought also continued vigor-
ously to assert itself,—so that even from this, which
was perhaps the most Whiggish of all Scottish counties,
there could and did come forth Episcopalian Divines
of such worth and eminence as Wm. Annand, Dean
of Edinburgh, a scholarly and devout theologian ; as
Rabert Wallace, too, who was Bishop of Argyle and
the Isles ; and as James Ramsay, Bishop of Dunblane,
1673, and of Ross, 1684.

During the epoch of ecclesiastical reconstruction
which followed the political revolution of 1688, I do
not find that Ayrshire furnished Scotland any notable
spiritual leader or teacher, the most distinguished
name of that period which appears upon my lists being
that of Rev. David Blair, who as minister of St.
Giles’s after the Revolution, Moderator of the General
Assembly in 1700, and father of Robert Blair, the
Poet, and author of 7%e Grave, may be said yet to
retain some interest for readers in the nineteenth cen-
tury. Blair was born in Irvine in 1637, during a visit
which his father paid to his native place in that year,
and died in 1710,

In the eighteenth century, when the spiritual life of
Scotland began to beat more languidly than it had
done in the two stormy centuries that had preceded
it, Ayrshire seems to have shared in the apathy that
had settled on the rest of the land. Accordingly we
are not surprised to find, not cnly that what was called
¢ Moderatism” was rife in many of the pulpits of the
West during the whole of that period, but that, in the
Rev. George Logan, the minister who presided in the
Assembly by which the Secession fathers were de-
posed from the ministry of the Scottish Church, as
well as in the well known Commentator on the New
Testament, Dr. James MacKnight of Edinburgh, she
furnished the Moderate party in the Church with two
of the most respectable of its leaders. -

But while in the eighteenth century Ayrshire, like
the rest of Scotland, felt the chilling touch of Mode-
ratism, it is pleasant to know that the old flame of
evangelical piety continued to burn undimmed within
the homes and hearts of many of the humble folk of
that earnest shire. Accordingly it is only what we

might have looked for, when we find that one of the
five men who led the Secession from the Established
Church of the day, and founded the religious denomi-
nation of which the present writer is a minister, was
born and trained within its bounds. I reler of course
to the Rev. James Fisher, the youngest of the five
brethren who founded the Secession Church, and not
the least influential of the five. He was spared longer
than all the others, and lived to see the small body
which he helped to originate develop into one of the
most potent factors in the spiritual life of-Scotland.
To this result his own labours yielded no insignificant
contribution, not only through the firm hold which,
under his ministry, the Secession took in Glasgow
and the West of Scotland, but through the stimulating
and guiding influence which for several generations
was exerted upon the religious life of the Scottish
people by the celebrated theological compend, knownas
Fisher's Catechism, a book which was long the favourite
subject of study among serious-minded Scottish youth,
and which in some quarters of Scotland is by no
means out of vogue even to this day.

There were other Ayrshire-horn men who figured
in the eighteenth century as spiritual teachers or eccle-
siastical leaders. I cannot trespass so far on your
space as to enumerate and describe them all. I must,
however, refer in passing to the names of two of the
most interesting and significant of these good men,
especially as they were both men who found none of
the existing churches in Scotland congenial to the
demands of their spiritual natures. I allude to John
Howie of Lochgoin, on the one hand, the author of
the well known book, 7Zhe Scottish Worthies, a man
whose sympathies, in the midst of what he deemed
criminal latitudinarianism, were all with the views
and contentions of the Covenanters of the previous
century ; and to David Dale, on the other, the suc-
cessful Glasgow manufacturer, and zealous evangelist,
who, because he found the Presbyterian rigour that
prevailed in all the churches around him, chilled and
paralyzed the free activity of the individual member-
ship of the church, was driven to originate a sort of
Congregational or evangelistic community in the town
in which he dwelt, wherein he could find scope for
his aggressive religious and spiritual tendencies.

Coming down nearer to our own time, it is of course
impossible even to enumerate the names, far less to
describe the work, of all the earnest religious teachers
who, since the revival of religion in Scotland, towards
the close of the eighteenth century, have issued from
Ayrshire homes to serve God in the ministry of the
Gospel. I may mention, however, among Ayrshire
laymen who have been forward in this good work the
names of \Vm. M‘Gavin of Glasgow, author of Z%e
Protestant ; of William Cunningham of Lainshaw, a
well known student of prophecy ; and lastly, of John
Anderson of our own day, founder of ¢ The Ayrshire
Christian Union,” and editor of 7%e I\'ea?er, who is
one of the most energetic and devoted of living evan-
gelists. Of course, in a district where laymen have
been so active as spiritual teachers, it goes without
saying, that the numbers of men trained for the mi-
nistry is likely to be correspondingly large. Were I,
indeed, to transcribe all the names of Ayrshire-born
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1en that appear on my list, I would not onl
the truth of this inference, but would make it
that Ayrshire has furnished to every Scottish
some of its most successful ministers. This
ation I shall not venture on at present. I
>wever, mention in passing, as illustrative of
ition, that among Ayrshire contributions to the
y of the Established Church are to be found
w honoured and useful as those of Dr. A, K. I,
ae present Moderator of the General Assembly of
urch of Scotland, and of Dr. Henry Cowan,
the Divinity Professors in Aberdeen Univer-
Fo the Free Church, again, that county has
wmong others, the devoted Glasgow Evange-
bert Howie, once of the Wynd Church, and
Govan ; of whom a local paper has recently
xl the world, that during the 30 years of his
y, which extends from the year 1860, he has
d no fewer than 5613 members to the Free
1, while the present roll of his congregation
is no fewer than 1090 names. Nor has Ayr-
cen less liberal in her aid to the United Pres-
n Church, for, not to mention other names, in
nes Brown of Paisley, and Dr. Alex. Mair of
rh, that county has been instrumental in sup-
this, perhaps the most democratic of all the
1 churches, with two of its most influential
Nay, even the smaller Scottish churches are

d to Ayrshire for light and leading. Thus, the
eorge Yuille of Stirling, who is Secretary of the
Union of Scotland, and Editor of the Deno-
mal organ, is a native of Irvine ; and the Rev.
Craig, of the Evangelical Union Church, Ed-
1, one of the most able ministers of that deno-
m, is a native of Kilmarnock. And though
‘¢ contributes no eminent name to the Scottish
gational Church, yet, as she has supplied
uthern neighbours with men like the q{ev.
v+ Mearns, a prominent philanthropist and
r of the Congregational body in London,
. John Brown Paton, Professor of Theology to
ngregational College, Nottingham, it cannot
red that even this, perhaps the smallest of the
1 Non-presbyterian sects, has been deprived of
ntenance and support of a shire so prolific in
en.  Indeed, chn an Ayrshire man recalls
nes of the many natives of this county, who
me forth as mimsters of the Word into every
1-speaking country, and who have often, like
al M‘Cosh of Princeton, and Dr. William M.
of New York, attained the highest distinction
land of their adoption, one can easily under-
1 certain feeling of elation stealing over his
until he is almost tempted vauntingly to ex-
**Quae regio in terris, non nostri plena laboris?”
ve, I fear, however, spent too much time in
ting the ecclesiastical and spiritual statistic~ of
‘e ; and must hasten on to notice, in the next
he contribution which that county has made
public life of the country. This has been
by a liberality almost as great as that which
rished her contribution to its poetical and spi-
evelopment. Thus I find on my lists no fewer
4 names of persons who may be described as

public seivants, or officers either of the army or navy,
members of parliament, politicians, statesmen, judges,
or such like. .

Everybody knows the large share taken in the poli-
tical life of Scotland by the noble families of Ayr-
shire,—the Boyds, Campbells, Cunninghames, Ken-
nedies, and Montgomeries. So I need not refer par-
ticularly to the actions of these families, or to any of
th¢ more illustrious of their members. I would simply
say, that Agrshire claims as one of her greatest glories,
that King Robert the Bruce, and his gallant brothers
Edward and Nigel, even though not possibly born
within her bounds, may yet justly be regarded as her
sons through their mother, the Countess of Carrick.
I must not fall into the mistake here of recapitulating
all the names of patriot statesmen and public servants
who figure on my lists, so I confine myself to remark-
ing that, while in every period of Scottish history one
or more Ayrshire men may be found playing a conspi-
cuous part, perhaps there has been no more potent or
typical Ayrshire ruling family, than that which was
ennobled in the seventeenth century in the person of
James Dalrymple, Viscount Stair, himself one of the
most distinguished statesmen of his age, and the
founder of a family which for two centuries has occu-
pied a prominent place among Scottish public men.
Some readers may remember the rough doggerel verse
in which the successive dynasties of the ruling families
of Scotland in the seventeenth and eighteenth centu-
ries were humorously set forth. Nevertheless let me
quote it here :—

‘¢ Fitst came the men o’ many wimples,
In common language called Dalryniples,
And after them came the Dundases,
Who roc;‘le our guid Scots lords and lairds like
asses.”

In our own day Ayrshire, however, has yielded no
very outstanding man to the public life of the country,
though the brave General Neil, one of the heroes of
the Indian Mutiny, and the saviour of our empire in
that country, deserves record for the energy and skill
with which he airested the tide of rebellion in Cawn-
pore, as well as for his gallant leadership, and noble
death, in the first British expedition for the relief of

Lucknow.
( To be continued. )

To Correspondents.

‘A Subscriber,” who by the way has omitted his
name and address, writes on the subject of the fre-
quency of the affix /on or fown to the names of farms
in Forfarshire and Fifeshire, such as Kirkton. Myreton,
Lochtown, &c., &c. A reference to any County
Directory will prove the observation, applicable to
the whole of Scotland. This is not surprising in a
country where it is the usage to designate farm %ouses
generally by the name of ‘* the town,” or *‘ the farm
town.” Tt would not serve any good purpose to give
extended lists of names with the affix mentioned.

Eo.
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NOTES ON THE ORIGIN
OF THE

NAME, FAMILY,AND ARMS OF SKENE.
II. ORIGIN OF THE FAMILY ( Continued).

Dr. Skene is therefore apparently within the
truth in writing—*It is quite possible that the
family of Skene is at least as old as the reign of
William the Lion, and that Mr. Alex. Skene may
be correct in saying that there had been in the
charter-chest a restoration from forfeiture by that
monarch.” Why fix on William the Lion in par-
ticular? Contra ;—if he restored, the forfeiture
must have surely been decreed by a predecessor ;
and the original/ grant by another still more
remote. Tradition—or invention ?—ascribes
this forfeiture to the treason of Skene in joining
“ Donald Bane, his near relation.” If this were
the elder Donald Bane, Skene would have been
near indeed to the throne. Dr. Skene suggests
that it really may have happened during the
occupation of the northern counties by Donald
Bane MacWilliam, from 1174 to 1181. This is

lausible ; but the restoration in that case would
ardly have been accorded by William the Lion.

I think it may also be gleaned from fac? that
the lands of Skene were held anciently of the
Crown by the progenitors of Johan de Skene.
In the first extant charter, from King Robert I.
to Robert Skene, (1) the words “dedisse,
concessisse, et hac pnti carta nra confirmasse,”
in no way exc/ude previous similar grants ; the
same phraseology is used in charters of confirma-
tion and de novo damus. (2) The una integra
et libera baronia is conceded per omnes rectas
antiquas metas el divisas suas in longitudine
et latitudine. 1t is here explicitly stated to have
been an infeger long before: an integer what?
Apparently a barony. Ifit were now carved out of
an existent barony, earldom, or thanage, would
not its bounds be explicitly stated? as in the
retour of John Skene of Hallyards in Fife, elder,
to his second son James, in 1699, of a part
of Kirkaldy’s title-fief : gqu@ gquidem terrac et
molendinum disjunct® sunt ab antiqgua baronia
de Grainge, et in baroniam de Newgrange
erecte.”

It is, however, much to be regretted that Dr.
Skene does not give the grounds on which
“appear”—a most tantalizing and misleading
word in exact science—the conclusions that the
acquisitions in the earldom of Mar did »of
descend to Alan’s daughters, and that Oneill
was granted to the Earl of Fife. Does any
evidence known exclude the explanation that one
of the daughters was wedded to the Earl of Fife,
another to Johan de Skene or his father? Were
this so, it would be curious to see a countess of

Fife so nearly allied to the family of Skepe in
the 13th, as in the 19th century.

There is also another point not noticed by Dr.
Skene. His friend Cosmo Innes says in his
“Scottish Surnames”: “the great- office of
Ostiar or Durward gave name to a powerful
family, now extinct or sadly decayed ; but, even
yet, the Deeside peasant believes the church
bell of Coul rings of its own accord when a
Durward dies,” (p. 35).

This would imply that the Durwards are re-
membered by the people at Coul, as the Skenes
are at Auchtertool to this day, after two cen-
turies. If so, they must surely have had their
home and residence at Coul, as the Skenes at
the Hawyards ; and Coul is not far from Skene :
James Skene is but twenty miles from Bandodill
when he buys “ Westercors et Ncorthame [in
the Memorials spelt Norham] infra parochiam
de Coull.” , .

Does not this tend to show that the Dur:
wards had some longer and closer connection
with the country than merely the superiority of
the lands of Skene? It should be shown what
was their subsequent record. There were
Durwards of Lundin in Fife, who bore the noble
coat “ A7gent, a cross gules”—equal to Scrope,
or Grosvenor. Was this the coat of Alan?
And was Durward a surname in the 13th century?
The documents rather show the contrary: we
have “ Alanus [H]ostiarius,” “Alan the Door-
ward,” or janitor, just as we have in the charter
of Rob. I, ¢ Waltero senescallo Scotie.” “The
Steward” became a surname not so very lon
afterwards : but the fact of its being translateg
into Latin shows that it was not a Scots name
in 1317 ; no more was Durward in 12507

There is a fertium gquid which seems not to
have occurred to Dr. Skene. He formerly in-
clined to the belief that either (1) the Skenes
were simply and merely vassals of the Dur-
wards, and emerged on their extinction, as
vassals of the Crown, (the objection to which is
that the lands of Skene would naturally descenci
to the Durward’s daughters, and would be given,
with them, to husbands) ; or (2) that Johan de
Skene espoused one of these ladies, (in which
case he might have come to be heir to the
Crown, if the Pope had acceded to the prayer
of King Alex. II. and legitimized his daughter,
married to Alan the Durward; as the sub-
sequent Popes did for Henri I'V. and Louis XIV.)

But what is there to show that Johan and
Patrick de Skene were not themselves male
cousins of the Durward? Not near enough to
take the heritage en bloc, or claim dignities, and
honours ; but cadet branches, provided for of old,
as in later days, by a “ kindly tack”? This will
favour the hypothesis that Skene had always
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been held of the Crown by the Durwards, but
also (of course) for a long time, by the Skenes ;
or that one of these made a mariage de conven-
ance (i.e. a fitting marriage—one of parity—)
with a kinswoman !

It would be desirable to know whence the
bishops got their 22s. after Alan’s death. Were
these paid by Skene or by Onele? and by what
man?

Another point to note and illustrate is, that
the contract between the Bishop and Alan is
witnessed, Znter alios, by *“ Colmero hostiario.”
Was this a Durward? or an usher? or an
“ostiarius” (one of the minor orders) ?

As to who the Skenes were, I venture to think
they may have borne the surname of Gilian.
Dr. Skene assumes, that in the entryin the Exche-
quer Rolls, 1358, this Giliane de Skene thereln
(and nowhere else) recorded was a son of Robert
of 1317, and that Giliane was his Christian
name. Against this I urge.—1. if G. is a Christ-
ian name, it is certainly parallel to K7/ian, an
Irish saint ; now, this name in the office books,
&c. is always declined, Kilianus, i, o, etc. ; as
Alanus, supra; and Aidanus, Brendanus, Col-
manus, &c., &c. Therefore we should expect
in this entry “ Giliano,” “Giliani.” Instead, we
have “ Giliane” twice. 2. Gilian is not a Scots
Christian name. 3. It never reappears in the
Skene family. 4. Itis exactly parallel to several
Scots names of families, such as Gildea, Gil-
christ, Gilmorey, Gilfillan, &c. 5. These names
never appear as Christian names. 6. “ Servant
of John,” does not suggest a descent from the
John de Skene who bore the head of St. John
on his seal (de guo mox ), but rather the contrary.
We should expect the older Skenes to have
borne the Gaelic name, not v.v. ; the name ex-
pressing consecration of the family to lan.

I submit that “Giliane de Skene” may be
parallel to “Fraser de Corntoun”; that, the
clerk not knowing the Christian name, he in-
serted a nearly disused surname for greater
specification. Contra: he seems to have had
before him “literam ipsius Giliane”: is there

1But, before we leave Coul, it may not be otiose to note
that in that completed and forthcoming philology mentioned
above, the g}-ime form of sgian is fgdival; of skene, iktevil, or
the like. ow, Coul also would read fktovel/; exactly the
same as Skene, with this very remarkable difference (1) that
Coul preserves the /, not yet corrupted into #, as in Skene ; (2)
that it preserves the di%amma, F, V, U, which in Skeneis latent
in the Tong ¢; as in Greek we find long e and # often inter-
changed. The inference would be that Coul is an earlier, older
settlement than Skene ; this agrees, (but perhaps without any
significance) with the facts that (1) éoul seems to have been an
old Aome of the Durwards; (2) Skene and its owners seem to
have been, in some way not clearly visible, their subordinates,
Onele, also a Durward place, is another exact equivalent of both
Coul and Skene : omdevel=iktovel!=1ktevel. This last form is
o) her than the Gaelic #ui/, Tiel,=flood, river. V. supra.

precedent of the period for such a :
In any case, nothing shows that this
the daron of Skene. He may have
vicar, like (ex Ayp.) Patrick ; or any

Dr. Skene neglects to note and
theory arising out of the following
“ Sir H. Maine, in illustration of the a1
ence of the family bond, points out
position sometimes laid down—th:
family and place have the same namr

lace which has given the name to ti
1s true of feudalised, but not of u
countries.”

Now, Scotland was feudalised, cert
we first see Skenes emerging from
night of time ; but assuredly it was
when they may quite conceivably
to live of the fruitful soil of Abe
Skene, therefore, may have been so
a sept or family name, and not the
first) from either the burgh or the wa

I think there is a shred of evidenc
of this. In the first extant charte
find “Roberto Skene,” not “de S
“Johan de Skene, Patrick de Ske

11n France it is very common, at least in this ¢
the present Procureur Général is one Quesna
property called BeaurePaire, and now signs
paire,” like de Balzac's “ C. de Bonfonds.”

3 On this theory, too, the Forsterian philology n
One of the numerous forces of the formula to wl
longs is ‘‘king, priest, magistrate, god.” (In the .
God Almighty—is also used for magistrates). T
duces that (1) the first raison d'étre of a king -
over the drawing of water: to keep order am
hustled each other, and broke ‘‘the king's peac
the centre and crown of the city; (2) the fusior
priestly functions in antiquity is well known ; (
came to mean ‘‘ god,” as we ourselves constantly s.
‘“lord” in that sense. In this view, the originaYS
been a primitive head-man or magistrate, in wh
office was hereditary, as the O’Hagans were
brehons of the O'Neills. This name—** the sker
been given, as Sir H. Maine shows, to his lands a)
after, when Christianity and lapse of time had obl
lore, his descendants were forgotten, almost, as

name, and were considered general!iy, though no
having only the name of the lands they held.
Innes, ‘‘Surnames,” p. 35, note. ‘“The Z

their name from their office.  Keraldus w
Judex (translated Dempster) first of Angus, the
of the Kings of Scotland ; and a long line of 1
the lands, called from their ancestor Keraldston (1
in virtue of that office, the duties of which they
Parliament.”) 1 have adverted above to the ide
and Coul and Onele. In this sense of lawg
compare the Irish prince Fin Mac Coul. He
doubt=prince ; and it is the same word which in .
another Gaelic region, is the name of a burgh, ju
Skene is a man, and Skene is also a burgh. I'nc
Cowan is identical with Skene ; probably so is C
for priest, and other synonyms. May not the Dt
ditary ?) office of Justiciar point to this as the ¢
Onele, and Skene; and may not the brilliant

chien chasse de race) which so very many Skenes
command, both as officers and magistrates, hin
origin for th ves, and a origin with
It 1s also possible that, as I claimed above Skei
with Axeinos, Euxeinos, so it may be with

word for a stramger, host, friend, in Greek

geinos, skenos) in Sanskrit Javana. (It does

tin or German.)
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years before; i.e. Skene appears here, in the
mind of the learned clerk who drew and ex-
tended the charter, as a surname, parallel to
(not to go beyond the charter itself, the best and
most cogent evidence) “ Douglas, Fraser, Bar-
clay,” not to “de Lawider.” It is chosen by
him as being most correctly and legally written
as a surname, and not as a territorial name:
quite contrary to later usage, where we have,
even in Scots, “I, Alexander of Skene,” “ Jamys
of Skene,” like “Janet of Keith,” “Alexander
of Douglas.” Of the above names, Douglas
possibly, Barclay certainly, are really territorial,
but Fraseris not. I conclude that Dr. Skene
is, at all events, rash in writing (p. 9) “The
name of Skene is thus plainly territorial” What
seems to be clear is that the occurrence of
“Skene” as a name without “de” shows that
the ancestors of the man so designated were
no newcomers, but had been very long con-
nected with the place.

I do not, however, propound this theory as the
most probable.

I conclude, then, from the facts thus far cited,
that (1) the Skenes held Skene like any common
farm, partly for their own profit and partly for
the landlord’s—theirs being the king ;

(2) They may have been of the Durward
family ;

(3) They may have married into it ;

(4) They may have been a Celtic family called
Gilian ;

(5) Their heir, Robert, was, for services ren-
dered, or for favour with the King, released from
his rent, so as to have the lands thereafter en-
tirely for his and his descendants’ profit.?

The erection of lands into a barony was, I
suppose, equivalent to calling a man to the
House of Peers by writ in modern times. The
value set on the rank of “free baron” (frei
herr) may be well inferred from the act of
Robert Reoch, Chief of Clan Donnochie, who
claimed only that as reward for arresting the
murderers of King James 1., and rode miles
when mortally wounded to get it done. In-
deed, the distinction made later between lords
and lairds was founded only on difference of
fortune.! :

All documents bearing on the point under re-
view being now rehearsed, and what seem to

1 An exact parallel is to be found in the history of one of his
descendants. In 1759 Major Philip Skene received from the
Crown, by Mr. Pitt's advice, a grant of 25,000 acres in America,
afterwards a second grant of gooo ; and he purchased other lots,
making a gross total of 56,000 acres. But for each acre he had
to pay a quit-rent_to the Crown, making a not inconsiderable
item of revenue. In 1774, having done further service by esta-
blishing a frontier post on the side of the newly conquered pro-
vince of Canada, he had interest enough to obtain a remission
of all the quit-rents, which rendered his lands, of course, much
1;:3 valuable than others which were still subject to this

en.

me the due deductions having been made there-
from, the turn of Tradition comes. In the Glen-
bervie Draught, Mr. Alexander Skene writes,
‘1678 :—* Ane old traditioun yfis that the tribe
and family of Skein had their origin from Struan
Robertson of Athole, and they from M‘Donald,
and y* our first author was a son of the Laird ot
Struan, and had his first donation immediatel

from the King, for killing ane devouring wolt{
in the forest, near the Friddom Land of Aber-
deen, for which he got y® confirmation of East
and Wester Skein, to the freedom of Aberdeen.”

Another account says :—* King Malcolm Ken-
more, having defeat the Danes at Mortlich,
which was then the Bishop’s see, and killed the
King of Denmark there, on his road south from
the Buttoch of Mortlich, being fiercely pursued
by a devouring woulfe in the wood of Culblain,
which then stretched itself from Breymer to the
forest of the Stocket of Aberdeen, miles above
that town, a second son of Donald of the Isles,
perceiving the fierceness of the woulfe with his
open mouth coming upon the King, wrapt his
plaid about his left arme, and thrust in his
mouth and interposed himselfe to the furie of
the wyld beast rather than have his prince in
bazar({ and then, with his right hand, drew his
Skene, and under his arme that was in the
mouthe of the wolfe, struck in his Skein at his
head, and cut off his head and delivered to
King Malcombe, for the quhilk Malcome gave
him the lands of Skene,” &c., &c.

Sir Robert Douglas, in his “ Baronage,”
abridges the above account, retaining Mortlach,
and the death of the Danish general, and Culb-
lein, but giving the King as Malcolm I, in 1014.

Sir George Mackenzie also speaks of a second
son of Struan Robertson as the doer of this
prowess.

Nisbet, in his “ Heraldry,” says he was “of
ye family of M‘Donald.

In “Donald Bain,” an epic poem in three
cantos, by George Skene, 1796, which sings of
this legendary ori~in, the beast is said to have
been a doar—a strange error. A.P.S.

(70 be continued. )

THE ALPHABET.—The following short sen-
tence of eight words contains all the twenty-six
letters of the alphabet :—

¢ Pack my box with five dozen liquor jugs.”

It will be seen that the whole sentence
contains thirty-two letters, the letter i and o
being each repeated three times, and the letters
eandatwice. Could any of your correspondents
construct a sentence in which fewer of the letters
would be repeated, or, better still, none of them
at all?

Carnoustie. JoHN CARRIE.



Juvry, 1890.]

THE DUKE OF CLARENCE AND
AVONDALE.

“ THERE is one thing unique in the peerage of
Prince Edward. He is the only son of a Prince
of Wales who has been elevated to the House of
Lords—if that is the term for a princely crea-
tion—before his father’s accession to the throne.
The reason, no doubt, is that never before has
any son of a Prince of Wales attained his
majority while his father was still only heir-
apparent.”—Saturday Review, May 31st, 1890,

1. For “Edward” read “ Albert Victor.”

2. George 111, was created Duke of Edinburgh
by his grandfather, George II.

3. He was of tender years at that time. The
question of majority. is evidently nikil ad rem,
because Prince A.V. is now 26.

4. “Elevated” is certainly zof the term, but
“called”: a born Prince cannot be elevated to
a peerage; and remark (a) a Royal Duke is
never addressed “my Lord Duke,” but “Sir,”
simply ; (4) he never signs by his peerage-title,
but by his Christian name, as before. But a
peerage being a substantial thing, out of respect
for Parliament generally, and peerage in par-
ticular, the Royal Princes are commonly styled
by their created, not their native rank. Quite
wrong, therefore, is the fashion of speaking of
the ‘“Marchioness of Lorne.” Lord Lorne is
not a peer; therefore it is as wrong to call the
Princess so as to style her “Mrs. John Camp-
bell.” If they both survive the Duke of Argyle,
she would then be, according to rule, “ H.R.H.
the Duchess of Argyle,” though still signing
“Louise” only. This usage, however, is not so
maritime a solecism as the calling the Empress
Victoria of Germany ¢ Empress Frederick.”
Who would not roar at ‘“Queen George” or
“Queen William?” By-and-by, perhaps, how-
ever silly, custom will have grown so strong
that our present gracious Sovereign Lady will
be known as “ Queen Albert.”

5. “While his father was still only heir-
apparent.” A pretty bull! If his father was
not heir-apparent, he would himself be Prince of
Wales, of course.

Altogether the excellent Safurday has here
provided a mare’s nest containing five as fine
little colts as could be seen.

Can any one say why “H.R.H. the King of
the Belgians,” (so a London daily lately described
him—one of the &% minoses /) attends the House
of Lords as a stranger, instead of taking his
seat as a peer? His father, when married to
Princess Charlotte, was created Duke of Kendal,
though like Prince George of Denmark, who
was also a peer, he was always c