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MEMOIRS

OF THE

COURT OF KING JAMES L.

CHAPTER XIV.
- 1615, 1616.

King’s visit to Cambridge.—Comedy of Ignoramus.-—Declin<
ing favor of Somerset.—Rise of Villiers.—Part taken by
the archbishop and the queen in his advancement.—Somer-
set disappointed of obtaining a general pardon.—Efforts
of the opposing factions.—Detection of Overbury’s mur-
der.—Confession of Weston.—The king’s final parting
with Somerset.—Trial and conviction of Weston, of Mrs.
Turner and other wccomplices.—Dilatory mode of proceed-
ing against the earl and countess of Somerset.—Ambigu-
ous conduct of James.—They are found guilty, but finally
pardoned.— Reflections. — Death of Shakespeare.— Re-
marks on his character und works.

I'I‘ is somewhat remarkable that James, who had
visited the university of Oxford as early as the year
1605, had not yet paid a similar compliment to that
of Cambridge, though his hunting progress to Roy-
ston brought him annually into its neighbourhood.
At length however, in March 1613, he announced

VOrL. II. B his
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his intention of repairing thither, accompanied 'by
the prince ahd by a numerous court; and extraor-
dinary preparations were made for his magnificent
reception. The earl of Suffolk had been suﬂ'exed to
succeed his more learned kinsman Northampton in
the dignity of chiancellor of the university, and the
house of Howard, whichwasalso elated by its alliance
with the favorite, stood foremost on this occasion of
display. ' 'The chancellor himself was lodged in St.
John’s college, where he kept his' table on so grand
a scale of hospitality, that his consumption of wine
during the five days of the royal visit was estimated
at 'no less than twenty-five tuns. His lady, with her
daughters’ the countesses of Salisbury and of So-
merset, and ‘other near connexions, ‘were accom-
modated’ at Magdalen college, and'were ‘the only
females who 'grdced the festival;/perhaps because
otherladies mlght be reluctant fo appear inithe train
of lady Somerset: The king and.the prince ‘ocei-
pied Trinity college, ‘in the ‘spacious hall ‘of which
plays were nightly represented. 'T'hese exhibitions.
for the evenings, with sermons and> disputations
every morning, ‘sufficiently exercised the!patienee
of the monalch who was less disposed ‘toattend to
the oratory of others than to display his own. "After
listening to a ““ concio'ad elerum’* 'which occupied
an hour and a half, he complained aloud, ““that care
had not been taken to prevent tediosity;’> and en
another occasion he'is reported to ‘have exclaimed,
after nine hours of exhibitions of scholarship, “What
do they think T am made of ?>> One of the perform-

i ances



8

atices however; thoughiin. the opinion of a person
who; wasipresent: < more -than half marred with ex-
treme dengith,’” proved so peculiarly grateful to the .
taste-of: his;majesty that he’ expressed the highe_st
delight, and. on an after oceasion a second repre-
séntation was commanded. This piece was the Latin
-comedy.of Ignoramus, which, contrary to the com-
mon fate of occasional pieces, has held an enduring
place in literature; and, besides heing several times
reprinted; was tyice within the last century selected
for .performance by-the Westminster. scholars. . It
15 doubtless,a very amusing drama, full of bustle
and. incident; and abeunding, with Janghable situa-
tiens and grotesque characters;. but its:comic merits
were -not-its only or, prineipal recommendation to
the favor.of James.. The hero, of the. piece is a
-practitioner of the/common law, so much decried by
the: courtiers of  the day;, and the ridicule attached
to-his-eunning,  his pedantry, and. the barbarous
jargen ofi technical terms and. latinized English: of
~whichi.‘his - dis¢ourse , is -compounded,. was. no, less
-agreeablé to the monarch than it proved,offensive to
< the i profession, of :.which /Ambidexter Ignoramus is
itlhie:representative., /Those other distinguished ob-
rjécts .of his: majesty’s, contempt or ‘aversion,—the
pope; the jesuits with their doctrine of equivocation,
»Garnet’s straw; and |
ishare of \the Jashing: dealt around by the. courtly
‘satifist, and on .the repetition of the piece, a new
prologue added to the gratification of the royal au-
i) B 2 ditor.
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ditor. The author was George Ruggle of Clare-
hall; a person not otherwise distinguished.

Notwithstandingthe boasted scholarship of James,
the Latinity of the speech addressed by him to the
university is said to have been very indifferent, and
much inferior to that of queen Elizabeth’s harangue
on a similar occasion. That of Nethersole the uni-
versity orator was also much criticised, on account of
his addressing the prince as “ Jacobissime Carole.” -
This absurdity among others was ridiculed in a lu-
dicrous ballad composed on the occasion by Richard
Corbet of facetious memory, an Oxonian, and after-
wards bishop of Norwich. .

Somerset attended the king on his visit to Cam-
bridge, and was still regarded as a favorite; but it
was not difficult to prognosticate his fall. No one
could look upon him without perceiving a total
change. The graces of his youth had all faded
before the withering sense of secret and atrocious
guilt; he affected solitude; an air of neglect pre-
vailed over his person, his dress and his manners;
and the king, who ceased to discover in his features
the charms which had first caught his eye and his
fancy, and who found the gaiety which he loved to
cherish among his immediate attendants checked by
the moroseness and melancholy of his lord-chamber-
lain; sought only an excuse for transferring to a new
object his capricious fondness. ‘Nor was the choice
of this object dubious: nearly two years before this
time, the monarch had been struck by the personal

beauty
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beauty and graceful carriage of a youth named
George Villiers, a younger son of a Leicestershire
knight, who, having lately returned from France a
proficient in the arts of fencing and dancing, had
been equipped with handsome clothes and sent by
his mother and his friends to push his fortune at
court. Almost on his first appearance, the king had
marked his predilection by conferring upon him the
office of his cup-bearer at large; and soon after, by
admitting him to serve in ordinary, had rendered
him the attendant of his meals, and given him the
opportunity of listening to his conversation and

forming himself to his humor
The insolence and rapacity of Somerset, who
permitted no suit to pass without an enormous bribe,
had rendered him universally odious; and ~many
hands were eagerly stretched forth to ﬂ‘llllbt down
the already tottering favorite, or to support in his
ascent the new aspirant. But it seems that James,
among other sage rules of conduct, had laid down
for himself that of never taking for a professed fa-
vorite any one who was not formally recommended
to him by his queen; and the great difficulty was to
induce this princess to co-operate in an affair to
which she evinced a marked repugnance. In this
perplexity the Villiers faction cast their eyes upon
Abbot,whopossessed considerable influence with her
mapsty, and the primate.has thought proper to in-
form posterity, that it was by his instrumentality that
aknot so worthy the interposition of a christian pre-
late was solved. For some time the queen resisted
; his
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his ‘most earnest ‘solicitations)' saying,” *** My lord;

you and the rest of your ‘friends know not what you
do’; T'know your master better than you ally for'if
thls young man be once brought in; the first persons
that he will plague must be you that labor for him;
yea, I shall have my part also; ‘the king' will teach
him to despise and hardly entreat us all; that he may
seem to be beholden to none but himself.”” In which
words, Abbot confesses 'that she'spoke like a ‘pro-
phetess. ' But'importunity prevailed at length; and
about April 1616, shie was won' to solicit ‘the king
to gratify his own ‘weak and’ disgraceful partlahty
in the preferment of Villiers, whom the delighted
monarch mstant]y knighted in ‘the ‘queen’s apart-
ment, “and swore in a gentleman of the bed-cham-
ber, in spite of the 0ppoS|t10n of 'Somerset,"The
archblshop chardcterlstlcally finished'thé ‘scene by
enjoining upon the new minion thrée thmos-———to
pray to God daily for grace to servé the kmg faith-
fully;—to_do all good officés” between “hig majesty
and the :queen and prince ;—and to fill his sovereign's
ears with nothmg but the “truth.” 'When' he tiad
succeeded in teaching the’ ‘young' 'man’”'to repeat
these precepts “mdlﬂ'erently well’* by rote; aiid-had
received the king’s acknowlédgement that “it was
counsel fit' fora bishop to give to'a young mam,”
the sapient prelate scemsin’ earnest to have believed
that he had sufﬁ(:lent]y guarded his ‘catechumen
against all the hazards to which'his Virtue might be
exposed by so sudden and so unmeritedan elevation ;

and he experienced as much surprise as vexation on
' finding
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finding: himself and his counsels speedily consigned
to neglect by.one who, as he apprehended, owed
him:so/much, and: who, in the first moments of suc-
cess, had promised to revere him as a father?®.
Every step of Villiers’s progress in the royal favor
rendered more imminent the apprehensions of So-
merset. . Destitute alike of personal merit and of
hereditary consequence, surrounded by opponents
whom he had no means of conciliating, and deprived
by. the death of Northampton of the only adviser on
whose i guidance he could repose, he felt that the
favor of the king was the sole remaining barrier
between himself and the: disgrace and ruin which
he had so amply deserved; and before this reliance
also' should fail him, he aimed at rendering it the
instrument, of his_permanent security. With this
view,.he represented to his royal master, that in the
high offices which_he had borne under the crown,
and’in the -secret and important affairs with which
it had long been his majesty’s pleasure to intrust
him,, it was not improbable that he might through
inadyertence have fallen into errors which in strlct-
:ness-of law would expose him to the penalties of a
premumire; for his protection against this danger,
he therefore humbly besought his majesty to be
pleased to grant him a pardon under the great seal
for all past offences. James, with his customary fa-
cility, assented; and Somerset, on applymg for pre-
cedents to that learned antiquary sir Robert Cotton,

* See Biographie Brit., aft. Abbot.
; who
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‘who was acquainted with his political secrets, was
furnished with a form by which the king was made
to pardon “ all manner of treasons, misprisions of
treasons, murders, felonies, and outrages whatso-
ever,” by him “ committed or to be committed.”
This ample indulgence was signed by the monarch
without the smallest scruple; but being afterwards
carried to’ the chancellor, this officer peremptorlly
refused to affix the seal to it, alleging that to do so
would subject himself to a premunire. This ob-
stacle was found insuperable; and, deprived of his
meditated defence, Somerset had nothing left but
to await in secret dread the result of the thousand
accidents which might betray to some one who de-
sired his destruction, either his intrigues with Spain,
or the black story of Overbury’s fate ; known already
to certainly not fewer than eight or ten persons
more or less implicated in the barbarous deed.

Meantime, James went on his summer progress
into the west, during which we are told that he
was entertained at Cranbourn by William earl of
Salishury, son-in-law to the earl of Suffolk; * at
Lulworth and Bindon by the lord Walden; at
Charlton by sir Thomas Howard; and nothing but
one faction braving the other. Then was the king
feasted at Purbeck by the lord Hatton, who was of
the contrary faction; and at a jointure-house of sir
George Villiers’ mother called Gotly, where he was
magnificently entertained®.”

* Weldon’s Court of king Jumes, p. 96.
This
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This open rivalry disturbed the king; and being
anxious to compose it, he is said to have directed
his new favorite to wait upon the old one with a
courtly offer of becoming “ his creature,” which
overture he caused it to be intimated to Somerset
that it was his pleasure he should receive with gra-
ciousness. But the pride of the earl disdained the
compromise; and he-is reported to have repelled
the advances of Villiers with this *“ quick and short
answer; ‘I will none of your service, and you shall
none of my favor. I will, if I can, break your neck,
and of that be confident.””

It was not till after this ill-timed declaration of
hostilities, that any inquiry was instituted into the
secrets of the prison-house; and it is, to say the least,
no improbable conjecture of a contemporary writer,
that ““ had Somerset complied with Villiers, Over-
bury’s death had still been raked up in his own
ashes®.”

We do not certainly learn by whom the first im-
pulse was given which moved the king to make this
affair the subject of judicial investigation ; but there
is some reason to believe that it was secretary Win-
wood: be this as it may, one of the first steps which

»can now be traced was, his majesty’s sending for
sir Gervase flways, lieutenant of the Tower, and
questioning him so closely and so ably,—for James
prided himself with some reason on his skill in ex-
aminations,—that the terrified man was brought to

* Weldon’s Court of king James, pp. 97, 98.
a con-
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a corifession of ithe following circumstances :—That
very soon after Overbury had been committed to
his c¢ustody, he met Weston, whom he had set over
him as his keeper, carrying him his: supper, with-a
small phial also in his hand. Weston asked, < Shall
I give it him now; sir?”’ of which words he having
required an explanation, Weston at length -owned
to ‘him that the phial came from the countess of
Essex, and contained poison:: for this, as he averred,
he rebuked him severely, and made him promise to
forbear this attack on the life of his prisoner. He
had not however deemed it necessary to remove
Weston from his office of keeper, and this person
bad since confessed to him, that a remedy which a
certain apothecary had administered to-Overbury
with: his privity and assistance;, and for which the
apothecary had a reward of 20l. from the countess
of Essex, was the cause of his death.

On this information the kmg directed the chief-
_;ustlce to apprehend and -examine Weston. . This
wretch was with some difficulty brought to confirm
the whole story of the lieutenant, only protesting
that he did not in reality admiuister the liquor in the
phial to Overbury. He owred however that he had
repeatedly carried to him tarts and jellies sent by the
countess, which he believed to be poisoned, and was
enjoined not to taste. It also came out, that he had
received a sum of money from this lady, through her
agent Mrs. Turner, as'a reward on the death of
Overbury.- Another part of Weston’s statement,
corroborated by a second witness, was, that Somer-

sct
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et bent aletter to Overbary i the Tower; inclosing
a’ white:powder; ‘which' lie vequested him to take,
and not to fear though it should make him sick, for
out 'of lissickness he! would draw an armument for
Hhis liberation.
sriSeveral other accomplices were mow traced out
and stricily examined, and James, 'who appears to
“have personally directed every part of the proceed-

gs; found-it necessary; on their united testimony,
to instruet the chief-justice 'to-issue his 'warrant for
thie commitment of the ‘earl and countess of Somer-
set’to: private custody, which was executed on’O¢-
tober:15; 1615. . 'The remarkable circumstances of
the King’s final parting with' his: once-loved Carr,
are thus recorded by Weldon:

‘<¢"The king with this took his farewell for a time
‘of London, and was‘accompanied with Somerset to
Royston; wheremo sooner he brought him; but in-
stantly took-his-leave; little imagining what viper lay

samong ithe-lerbs: «:Nor ‘must I forget to let you
rknow hoiw perfect the king was-in''the art of dissi-
anulation; or;to give itinchis: 6wn phrase, king-craft.
dIhe earl of Somerset never parted from 'him with
Imére!seeining affection than at this time, when he
‘knew ‘Somerset’ should never seée him more; and
~had’you'secen that seeming affection, as the author
"himselfdid, you would rather have believed he was
in' his rising than sétting. Therearl, when he kissed
his hand; the king hung abeut his neck; slabbering
chisteheeks; saying; < For'God’s sake when 'shall I
see thee again? On my soul 1 shall neither eat nor
2e sleep
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sleep until you come again.” The earl told him, ‘on
Monday,” this being on the Friday. ¢ For God’s
sake let me,’ said the king.—¢ Shall I, shall 1’
then lolled about his neck. ¢ Then for God’s sake
give thy lady this kiss for me.” In the same man-
ner at the stairs’ head, at the middle of the stairs,
and at the stairs’ foot. The earl was not in his
coach when the king used these very words, in the
hearing of four servants, one of whom was Somer-
set’s great creature, and of the bed-chamber, who
reported it instantly to the author of this history;
¢ T shall never see his face more®.”

Roger Coke in his ““ Detection’” has related this
part of the story with some variation. According to
him, the warrant of the chief-justice was served upon
Somerset. at Royston, who exclaiming, that < Never
such an affront was offered to a peer of England in
presence of the king,”—¢ Nay, man,” said the king,
< if Coke sends for me, I must go.” And when he
was gone, “ Now the de’el go with thee,” said the
king, “ for I will never see thy face more.” DBut it
is unlike James to have inculcated on any occasion
such an idea of the power of a chief-justice; and
there also appears to'be sufficient evidence that the
arrest of Somerset took, place in London. The
-chief-justice however, fearful of taking upon him-
self the sole responsibility of an affair in which so
great a personage was implicated, posted the same
day to Royston to petition the king that other com-

a Weldon’s Court of king James, p. 104 ‘
missioners
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missioners might be joined with him in taking the
necessary examinations: this was granted, and, ac-
cording to our author, the king on the same occa-
sion expressed great indignation against Somerset
and his wife, for having, as he said, made him an
agent in their adultery and murder; “and he impre-
cated a solemn curse upon Coke and his posterity,
if he spared any, and upon himself and his if he par-
doned any of them?.” =

Weston was now arraigned; but by the direction
of serjeant Yelverton, who was “an obliged servant
to the house of Howard,” he stood mute; to the
great perplexity of Coke, who well knew that unless
the principal in the murder were convicted, the ac-
cessaries could not be put on their trials. He pro-
ceeded nevertheless to cause all the examinations
and confessions which had been taken to be publicly
read, a step apparently of doubtful legality; after
this he adjourned the court for a few days, to give
the prisoner leisure to meditate on the horrors of the
peine forte et dure, which he had set before him,
On his re-appearance he was found more tractable,
and pleading Not guilty, the trial proceeded. It was
now proved, in addition to what has been already
stated, that Weston had lived as a servant with Mrs.
Turner; that whilst in this situation he had been
employed as a trusty messenger and letter-carrier
between the countess of Essex and her paramour
lord Rochester; and that it was at this lady’s request,

s Coke’s Detection, p. 78. .
expressed
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expresséd-through siv, Thomas. Monsew; that Elways
had received him-into his servi ice-and set -him oven
the prisoner. V1107 2 [ ylieluaor sraisd:
Another very stukmg piece of evndence was thaL
of sir David -Wood, to the following: effect :=~That
he had obtained the king’s- consent to a: suit-in which
he .was-a 'petitioner, and which would have been
worth 22000, to him; but that he was crossed in. it
by lord Rochester, who refused to let it pass unless
he would give him 1200Z.; and by sir Thomas Oyer.
bury,- who had given him/words foriwhich he .in,
tended : to -bastinado him: |, That, upon, this,: the
countess -of  Iissex had sent for-him, and told- him
that: she understood -he had. réceived: much vrong
from Overbury, and-that:he was.a gentleman yhe
could revenge himself; adding, that sitThomas had
also injured her.-|He replied,.that, Overbury had
refused him the field'z she then endeavoured.to per-
suade-him to assassinate him, promising him 10001,
for hisireward, and; plotection from his. enemies.
This offer he refused; saying that he: shiould. be:loth
to hazard Tyburn on.awoman’s woid;.yet: she,con-
tinued to' urge it, saying -that he might.easily kill
his enemy as he returned late from sipy Charle,sy\Vll-
mot’s in his coach. After a strong eharge from-the
chief-justice; in which he could not resist the tempta-
tion' of remarking that '‘poisoning-was ‘“'a ;popish
trick,” Weston was found guilty and underwent the
just sentence-of the law.: bawe .
The next trial, that of* the mf‘xmoules T urner
was calculated to awaken a more: thrilling interest
than
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than any of the rest; since an examination into her
magical experiments was mingled: with ‘the only
charge regularly before the court,—her guilt as an
accessory in the murder. ' Sir Laurence Hyde, the
queen’s attorney, after declaiming a while on' the
wickedness and heinousness of poisoning, “showed
further, that there was one Dr. Forman dwelling in
Lambeth, who died very suddenly, and alittle before
his 'death he desired that he might be buried very
deep in the ground, < or elsé,’ saith he; I shall fear
you all.” T'o him in his life:time often resorted the
countess of Essex and Mrs. Turner, calling him
father; their cause of coming to him was, that by
force of magic he should procure the now earl of
Somerset, then viscount Rochester, to love her, and
sir' Arthur Manwaring to love Mrs. Turner;” and
two of the countess’s infamous letters on this sub-
ject, to'Mrs. Turner and to Forman, 'were read in
court. ‘Some of their magical apparatus, as images,
pictures and ““ enchanted papers,” were likewise
produced. At this moment “ there was heard a erack
from the scaffolds, which eaused great fear, tumult
and confusion among the spectators and throughout
the hall, every one fearing hurt, as if the devil had
been present, and grown angry to have his work-
manship showed by such as were not his scholars.”
When the panic had a little subsided; more of ““the
cunning tricks” were exposed. “ There was also
a note showed in court, made by Dr. Forman and
written in parchment, signifying what ladies loved
what lords in the court; but the lord-chief-justice

would
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would not suffer it:to.be read inopen-court.”  The
good-natured world believed that he.found\.ihe .nam‘e
of his own wife in the fivst page. -uozoy Dovor
Theactive agency of Mrs: Turneriin the po;som
ing was in -the -end abundantly proved to-the j Jury,
and Coke pronounced: sentence-upon-her. with ‘evi=
dent satisfaction;; -ndt forgetting toitell her that she
was guilty of , the sevenideadly sins,s of avhich he
reckoned witchcraft as one and popery as another.
Many. women. of fashion; as well ‘as -men;iWent in
their coaches to T'yburn to witness the death of this
woman, who edified: the spectators,it-is> said, with:
a very' penitent :end ;- though: shie :could: not ‘deny
her vanity. the slight gratification of :making this her
last appearance in aruff stiffened with yellow!starch;
—afavoritefashion imported by herself from France,
but to.which this. exlubmop of it: pxoved xmmedmtely
fata] H silisnt Juondi :
On the trlal of sir| Gervase Elways,: whxch was
“the next proceeded; in, the guilty and disgusting let-:
ters of the earl, of INorthampton iwere vead; and se-
veral fresh indications of the participation of Somer-
set/in.the murder.of his friend were produced.:‘T'he
name of sir T'homas Monson; the:chief falconer; was-
also. brought in queéstion, as.an assistant in the un<
walrantablc ‘measure ' of keepmo' the ' ‘unfortunate
Overbury in close custody, and as a probable depo-
sitory of the whole atrocious plot. Elways defend-
ed himiself stoutly; ‘but the evidence of some of his ,
own leiters appeared c«)ncluswe a,nd a, verdict. of .
Guilty was promptly returned. The voluntary: con=
fession
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fession of one Franklin an apothecary, read on the
trial of Elways, contains a curious list of the most
approved poisons of that day, which Franklin had
procured for the countess by order of Mrs. Turner.
These were, aqua fortis, white arsenic, corrosive
sublimate, powder of diamonds, lunar caustic, great
spiders and cantharides. Franklin himself was next
put tothe bar,and, notwithstanding his confessionand
his penitence, shared the fate of his predecessors.

Sir Thomas Monson was now arraigned, and stre-
nuously exhorted by the crown lawyers to acknow-
ledge his offence, one of them declaring that he
was “as guilty as the guiltiest;” but he steadily per-
sisted in the assertion of his innocence, and in the
midst of the proceedings he was suddenly carried off
from the bar by several yeomen of the Tower, and
after a short interval liberated from that place of
confinement without further process of any kind.
Not the least mysterious of the many strange cir-
cuinstances attendant on this-memorable case®!”

After the unsparing chastisement of so many ac-
complices in this deed of darkness, the public must
naturally have anticipated a similar infliction on the
still more guilty principals ; and the emphatic eulo-
giums-of the chief-justice, and of Bacon as attorney-
- general, on the righteous zeal of the king for the

* The preceding account of the trials of these delinquents has
been derived from the minute and apparently anthentic narrative
affixed to a tract entitled *“T'ruth brought to light by time,”
first printed in 1651.

VOL. 1I. c impartial
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impartial execution of justice, even upon those who
had been nearest and dearest to him, were calcu-
lated to confirm the expectation. But long declays
were interposed which served to weary out the in-
dignation originally excited by the fact, and gradu-
ally to prepare the minds of men for the unjustifiable
act of lenity which was contemplated.

Amid the various and contradictory accounts of
this affair handed down to us by the memoir-writers
of the age,—often ill-informed and always preju-
diced,—our best clue to the truth is supplied by the
official letters of sir Francis Bacon to the king and
to Villiers. From these documents, it appears that
the interval between the conviction of the other de-
linquents and the trials of the earl and countess of
Somerset, which did not take place till May 1616,
was occupied in frequent examinations of the pri-
soners, and strenuous endeavours to bring them to
confession. With the lady, these efforts were at
length successful ; after many denials, she appeared
touched with a late remorse, and owned her guilt.
But the mind of her hushand was of a tougher tex-
ture, and from him not the slightest concession could
be obtained, either by threats or promises. Mean-
time lord Digby returned from his Spanish embassy,
and conveyed to the king an intimation of certain
clandestine negotiations which had been carried on
between his late favorite and the court of Spain ;
and Somerset was in consequence subjected to fresh
interrogations relative to this matter, which appear
to have disturbed him more than those which had

his
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his concern in the fate of Overbury for their object.
Sir Robert Cotton, who had been in some mauner
privy to these intrigues, was also examined, as was
likewise sir William Monson, the vice-admiral, who
had been deeply involved in them, and of whom it
was popularly reported that he was under an agree-
ment to carry over the English fleet to the Spa-
niards. No treasonable charge however could be
substantiated against Somerset, and it was therefore
determined to proceed against him on the former
accusation. But even this was treated like a matter
of state, in which it was inexpedient to permit law
and justice to take their free and natural course.

Bacon, to whom the conduct of the prosecution
was committed, went into the house of lords armed
with particular directions in the king’s own hand
applicable to all contingencies ;—the prisoner’s
pleading Guilty, pleading Not guilty, or standing
mute,—his being convicted or acquitted by the peers.
James earnestly desired that he niight make a full
and free confession, in which case he would appa-
rently have been spared the disgrace of a trial;
but in any event the monarch was resolved to save
his life, and even to grant him further favors; on
which account Bacon judiciously advised that all
reviling should be forborne, and that he should he
made ““guilty to the peers but not odious to the
peopled.”

It is certainly in no degree surprising, that a

-~

* Letters and memoirs of sir F. Bacon, letters LxvI. LxvIL.
c? : prince
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prince who was on all occasions governed much more
by his prejudices or liis personal attachments than by
a correct sense of justice, should feel an insurmount-
able repugnance to the idea of suffering the blood
of a man for whom he had entertained so extrava-
gant a fondness to flow on ‘the seaflold ; and these
precautlons woiild -therefore have in them nothing
‘suspicious, did not ‘several circumstances mdlcate
that fear rather than love was the sentiment which
operated on the mind of tlie monarch for the presex-
vation of his guilty minion. ‘- Of this nature was the
sudden conveyance ‘of sir ' Thomas Monson' from
the bar, said "hy Weldon to have been’ occasioned
"bya'menace conveyed to the king-the night before by
his card-holder, in‘the dark phrase that sir Thomas
would there < play his master’s prize””’| ' The assur-
ance of niercy whieli 'Bacon was ' directed to hold
out to Somerset previously to his being put tpon'his
trial, and the bold and haughty tone wluch this eri-
minal maintained towards the king both hefore and
after 'his conviction, convey a similar in’ip’ression 3

which'is further strengthened by some extraordinar
letters of James’s own writing ‘to sir-Thomas More,
lieutenant of the Tower, urging him, if possible; to
bring thie prisoner to a more submissive frame of
mind, before he was trusted to appear publicly at the
bar' of the Tiouse of lords! " 'The excessive agitation
of the king' during the trial, remarked by Weldon,
is also ‘a strong circumstance; in fact, it cannot-be
doubted that Somerset was in'possession of some
important secret of the king’s, which he tlireatened
o Hiite
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to betray ; that he hoped by tlns menace. > 10 escape
a trial,, but was at length, hy skilful management,
prevailed upon; to be satisfied with the promise of a
pardon ;. all, indeed, that the king could with any °
appearance ' of decency grant. = What, this. secret
might be; it is in vain te inquire; that it was a “my-
stery of iniquity” there can be little doubt, but its
nature was never known. , That it related to the
poisoning; of prince Henry has been much believed,
-but. may, surely be pronounced. untrue.

‘The threats used by Overbury towards Somerset,
and the extreme precaution, employed: to prevent
his communicating with any one during his impri-
sonment, prove that he also was in possession of a
secret, and perhaps of the same ; but one.confidant
had to deal with.a bold and, atrocious nature, the
other, with a timorous and, geuntle one ; Overbury.
was poisoned; his master, pardoned and pensioned.

The countess, being brought to, the bar, pleaded
Guilty, and received sentence accordingly ; ‘but her
hushand defended bimself strenuously from, eight
in.the morning till seven at night; without effect,
however ; for the unanimous verdict of the peers
declared him Guilty. Both criminals were remanded
to the Tower, where the countess soon after received
the king’s pardon : the earl wasreprieved from time
to time, but the sentence remained suspended over
‘his head till the last year of James’s life, when he
obtained, its. reversal. In the year 1621 the: earl
and. countess were liberated, from the Tower, and

sent to live in banishment ata COlllltl) seat, the king
allowing
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allowing no less a sum than 4000l. a year out of
Somerset’s forfeited estate for their maintenance.
They languished out their miserable lives hated by
- one another and contemned by all mankind. Cam-
den has recorded, that ““the king ordered that the
arms of the earl of Somerset, notwithstanding his
being condemned of felony, should not be removed
out of the chapel at Windsor : that felony should
not be reckoned amongst the disgraces for those who
were to be excluded from the order of St. George;
which was without precedent®.”” A remarkable in-
stance of the obtuseness of James’s moral sense, and,
it may be added, of the passiveness of the members
of that most noble order, who seem to have endured
without complaint this insult upon the honor of their
knighthood!

On the whole, few circumstances display more
strongly the maxims and practices of the reign of
James 1., than those connected with the affair of
Overbury. The perseverance with which the de-
sign against his life was followed up, in defiance
of so many discouragements and failures; the au-
dacity, almost the publicity, with which it was con-
ducted; and the number of instruments in various
ranks and classes of society whose co-operation was
fearlessly required ; furnish a revolting picture of
the guilty boldness of the great and powerful, and
of the base and slavish subserviency of their infe-
riors. That a royal favorite was himself placed be-
yond all responsibility, and that the consequences

* Camden’s Annals of James L.

of
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of his displeasure were more to be dreaded than
those of the commission of any crime, must have
been maxims deeply fixed in the minds of men, be-
fore so daring an enormity could have been perpe-
trated, or even attempted. It was of vital import-
ance to the country that English law and justice
should at length assert their rights; and this was
deeply felt by Coke, who called the prosecution of
this offence “the grand oyer of poisoning ;” it was
also felt by Bacon, who in one of his letters calls
this single murder ‘“a crime second to none but the
powder-plot,” regard being had to the atrocity of
the mode and the perniciousness of the example.

The death of Shakespeare, in April 1616, is an
event which the present age would justly deem it
unpardonable to omit amongst the memorable inci-
dents of the year, although it was suffered by his
contemporaries to pass over with a silence and in-
difference which may well appear unaccountable.
- There cannot exist a doubt that Shakespeare was
by far the most popular dramatic writer of his own
day : in representation, his picces filled the theatre
to overflowing ; such of them as were surrepti-
tiously printed during his lifetime were read with
avidity ; and his style was unquestionably the model
upon which the most successful of his compeers,
with the single exception of Jonson, studiously la-
bored to form themselves. :

Nor was it only by the middling or lower classes
of society, who chiefly composed the theatrical au-
diences of those days, that his immortal works were

admired
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admired-and applauded,;; /I'he earl of Seuthampton
was his patron from the. commencement of his dra-
matxc career; the earls, of Pembroke. and: Montgo-
mery are, recorded in  the, dedication of, the post-
humous edition of hlS plays, bylHemmmge and Con=’
dell, as distinguished-favorers of the auther and his:
works* and; the gracious. encouragement extended
to hlm by queen Elizabeth, and afterwards by, her
successor,.is, well known.: . From;the, circumstance
of his being, enrolled a. member of the 'celebrated
Mermald club,,founded by . Raleléh and . frequented
by, the most .eminent,literary characters.of the age,
we may infer .that his, habits were not-sordid; nox
his life obscure ;; and that the frankness:and, gaiety
of his temper.rendered. him. the delight of every so-
ciety in, which he mingled, is. testified: by all who
have spoken of him, from. perrs,onalkng_\{v]cdge or re-
cc;nt tradmon. (‘I loved. the),man,’; says; Jonson,

“and do honor. his: -Inemory; on, this sxde idolatry, as
much as any, He. was indeed honest, and of an-
open. and free naturea 22 Nelt,her was it.the me-’
lancholy destmy of the. poet tq survive either hisown:
powers or the associates of his youthful days ; it was
in the 53rd year of his age, and in the second, -only
of his retreat from the ‘busy scenes of the metropohs
to the enjoyment of an honorable privacy in his na-
tive Stratford, that we;find. him stealing: out 'of the
world absolutely -unnoticed by any annallst or me-
moir-writer of the time, and almost ““ without the
meed of some melodlous tear,” A

* Discoveries,: K oiti
A striking
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Asstriking peculiarity in the character, or at least
in'the! practrce of ‘the poet “himself, seems to offer
the most' probable’ solution of 'thiese ‘circumstances.
In-that ave of eulog 1'no ‘one déalt §o little 'in the
<. splendld traffie 7 of praise for“prmse, ‘or In the sor-
did' one of ‘praise for puy, ‘as 'Shakespedre.’ With
" the exception’of® a"brief' expression of his admxra-
tion of ' Spenser; contained'in ‘one of his early son-
nets, and a’ few lines, written ‘in conjunction with
that general panegyrist Jonson, on'the poems of one
Chester, not ‘a'single' line in honor of ‘any contem-
porary writeris found in all his acknowledged works};
nor has he‘ever been detected 'as an 'anonymous
contributorto the vast collections' of commniendatory
verses ' which the 'poets of 'that age 'were proud of
prefixing to their volames®. " No'one therefore stood
pledged to eulogise him, by the claims of ‘an equi-
table reciprocity ; ‘and it' seems to have been not
until the/striking “inferiority of his ‘successors and
imitators had deeply impressed upon'the public mind
the sense'of' his'incomparable- excellencies, that his
praises-became ' the favorite'theme of the poets.’ A
more becoming 'excuse for their silence was mdeed
suggested by orie of his'admirers :

‘;

CROTE S ot fit'each! Humblé muse should make
*II'ly’ wortH his su'b_]ect .......
rLét tearned Jonson sing a' dirge for thee,
e ,And' fill. our orb,with mournful harmony 1

Thls remark is borrowed from Mr Gxﬁ'ord’s ZlIemozrs of
Jonson, where however_ the lines on Spenser are not noticed.
See Gifford’s Jonson, vol. i, p. cxcvri,

Jonson,
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Jonson, in fact, the only dramatist who could be
regarded as in any manner the rival of Shake-
speare, appears to have had the honor of being his
earliest as well as his warmest and his most judicious
eulogist. His well-known lines “ to the memory of
his beloved Shakespeare and what he hath left us,”
~worthy at once of the author and of the object, will
stand an enduring monument to the fame of both,
and to the disgrace of those calumniators of Jonson
who have delighted to reproach him with a malig-
nant and envious hostility against his great contem-
porary.

It would be at once superfluous and presumptuous
to enter in this place on such a theme as the per-
fections of our illustrious poet; but a few remarks
on such passages of his works as tend to illustrate his
individual character, and the sentiments entertained
by him on the principal topics of contemporary in-
terest, may be regarded as not inappropriate.

That the silence of Shakespeare respecting the
merits of other writers proceeded neither from envy
nor from a cynical austerity, may safely be inferred
from the amenity, the air of benevolence mingled
with gaiety, which pervades his pieces and forms
one of their most delightful characteristics. At the
same time, the traits of ridicule which he often lances
agaixfst the absurdities of the elder dramatists, and
the parodies with which he amuses himself, evince
a quick sense of the ludicrous, and a taste which dis-
dained the efforts of laborious mediocrity and pe-
dantic aflectation; and he must undoubtedly be

classed
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classed as a satirist, though the most playful and good-
humored of the tribe. His general freedom from
the vice of adulation, is equally striking and honor-
able. Even in the dedication of his early poems to
lord Southampton, he dared to rise above the servi-
lity of the times. 'The few passages of compliment
to queen Elizabeth mterspersed in his plays are mo-
dest, tasteful, and probably the sincere dictate of
his feelings. The eculogy of her successor, which
appears as if compulsorily inserted in Cranmer’s
prophetic speech, has at least the merit, or the ex-
cuse, of insisting very little on the personal qualities
of the monarch. But there was a native generosity
of soul in Shakespeare which would not permit him
to content himself with negative merits. There can
be little doubt that in the direction which sir Toby,
in the play of Twelfth Night, gives to sir Andrew
Aguecheek for his challenge; “Taunt him with
the license of ink ; if thou thow’st him some thrice,
it shall not be amiss ;” he designed to express his
esteem for the injured Raleigh,'and to stigmatise
the arrogance of Coke, who had insulted him on his
trial with this identical expression of contempt. The
desire of the same idiotical sir Andrew to beat Mal-
volio for ‘“no exquisite reason,” but because he is
told that he is a puritan, and the horror with which
he speaks of a Brownist, are keen strokes of satire
on the intolerance of the time, which, under all the
circumstances, deserve high praise. The puritans.
were at once objects of detestation to king James,
the patron of the poet, and implacable enemies to

the
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,the st'we and all connected w1th it ; and the treat-
ment Whlch they were in the habit. of receiving from
(the dramatic wrltens in return; may best be. lcarned
from Jonson’s “Bartho]omew Fair’’ and vaupus
contempomary pleces

On the other hand, Shakespeare has so, scdulously
abstained throuo*hout his works from that ridicule
of the catholic mysteucs, ‘and those satirical repre-
sentations of the manners of their clerg , the favo-
rite common places of the protestant poets, that he
has been strongly suspected of mherltmg lus father’s
attachment to the ancient communion.  But the
energetic protest against papal domination .in the
play of King John, seems incompatible with this opi-
nion, and the forbearance must be attributed not to
his fdlth but his candor. - The inyective of Shake-
speare was chiefly pomled aoamqt pride, cruelty,
treachery and oppression;; and his ridicule lashed
_the foreign and fantastical affectations in speech and
behaviour, the sententious ped‘mtry, the tiresome
ceremonial, and the rage for complimenting, which
infected thc manners of that transition- -age. betwccn
gothic barbarism and. the re,ﬁn_emen,ts of modern
Europe.

In the number, the variety, the exquisite beauty
of his portraitures of female character, no writer of
his own time and language,—or perhaps of any
other,—can sustain a comparison with Shakespeare,
excepting Spenser, the object of his early admira-
tion, from whom it seems no improbable conjecture
that -his first vivid impressions of the “gcod and

fair
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fair” might be in great measure derived. It has
been remarked, that in all the'plays of Ben Jonson
only three réspectable female characters are found,
‘and of these, Celia, in the Fox, is the only one to
whiclr the “slightest degree of interestis attached.
Beaumont and Fletcher and ‘Massinger ‘are more
bountiful to the sex of virtues and of graces ; they
have sometimes even attempted to pourtray a Te-
roine : ‘but female delicacy was a ‘quality of which
these writers could never attain to the most remote
conéeption ; ‘and those who have endured the disgust
of studying their characters of women, can alone ap-
preciate the obhgatlons of the sex and of'society 'to
him whose soul was capable of conceiving, and his
hand of delineating, such 'models of purity andlove-
liness as’ Imogen and Cordelia and Desdemona ;—
such 'an’ ‘énchantress as Rosalind. 1In concluswn,
the trespasses against decorum, and in some respects
against morals, which' defile and ‘degrade too many
scenes of our great dramatist, must not, ¢annot, be
disguised or palliated ;' but there never was a writer
of ‘whom it might with more’ truth be said, that his
vices were those of his age, his preponderating’ vir-
tues ‘and’ inimitable excellenmes peculiar and his
own.

4
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CHAPTER XV.
1616.

Disgrace of Coke.—Various causes of it assigned.— Enmity
of Coke and Bacon.—Bacon’s lctter of expostulation to .
joke.~—His letters to the king reflecting on Coke.—Case
of Peacham,—of Oliver St. John.—Dispute between the
king’s-bench and chancery.— Affair of commendams.—The
Judges summoned before the privy-council.—Coke’s spirited
conduct, and dismissal.—Charles created prince of Wales.—
Plan for his marriage to a French princess.—Lord Hay’s
embassy,—his pomp and prodigality.—James congratu-
lates Louis XIII. on the murder of marshal d’ Ancre.—

Cautionary towns given up to the Dutch.

THE disgrace of lord-chief-justice Coke, almost
immediately after the termination of his labors in
the prosecution of Overbury’s murderers, was an
event which excited general attention, and the
causes of which have been stated with considerable
diversity by contemporary writers. Some have af-
firmed, that in his examinations of the papers of the
earl of Somerset, he made certain discoveries deeply
affecting the character of the king himself. It has
been added, that on the trials he threw out hints
concerning the supposed manner of prince Henry’s
death which James could never forgive. Others
have ascribed hisloss of the royal favor to his vigor-
ous defence of the common law against what he
regarded as the encroachments of the court of chan-

cery;
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céry; to the resistance which he opposed to the
claims of prerogative in the affair of commendams;
and, generally, to his inflexible attachment to the
constitution of his country. His backwardness on
one occasion in complying with the rapacious de-
mands of sir George Villiers, the rising favorite, is
the sole cause of his fall assigned by sir Roger Coke,
his grandson, in his Detection. Itappears deducible
from the whole evidence which has come down to
us, and especially from the letters of sir Francis
Bacon, that James was in fact dissatisfied with his
chief-justice on various political grounds, and Vil-
liers on private ones; but the diligence exerted by
Bacon himself in fostering these disgusts, seems to
have had a great share, perhaps indeed the greatest
of all, in deciding his expulsion from office.

The hostility between these two memogable men
was of long standing, and founded on opposition
of characters no less than competition of interests.
Coke was confessedly the most profound lawyer of
his time; but Bacon was at once the finest scholar
and the most eloquent speaker that England had
produced; and his rival; condemned to be a constant
witness of the effects produced by his oratory, must
have envied in secret the genius of him whom he
in public affected to hold cheap for his deficiency in
professional learning.

A seniority of about twelve years, with much ex-
perience in the courts, added to powerful interest
with the ministers, had enabled Coke, from the
commencement of Bacon’s career at the bar, not

only
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only to assume towards him an irritating and insult-
ing air of superiority, but to impede considerably
his advancement to office. It must have been
shortly before the promotion of Coke, in 1606, from
the post of attorney-general to that of chief-justice
‘of the common pleas, that his illustrious rival found
cause to address to him the following remarkable
letter of expostulation, which well explains the rela-
tive situation of the parties :

« Mr. Attorney,—I thought it best, once for all,
to let you know in plainness what I find of yon, and
what you shall find 6f me, to take to yourself a Tiberty
to disgrace and disable my law, my experience, my
discretion: what it pleaseth you I pray think of me;
I am one that knows both my own wants and other
men’s, and it may be perchance that mine mend,
others stand at a stay. And surely I may not en-
dure in public place fo be wronged, without repell-
ing the same to my best advantage to right myself.
You are great, and therefore have the more enviers,
which would be glad to have you paid at another’s
cost. Since the time I missed the solicitor’s place
(the rather I think by your means), I cannot expect
that you and I shall ever serve as attorney and soli-
citor together; but either to serve with another upon
your remove, or to step into some other course: so
as I am more free than ever I was from any occa-
sion of unworthy conforming myself to you, more
than general good manners, or your particular good
usage, shall provoke; and if you had not been short-
sighted in your own fortune, as I think, you might

: have
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have had niore use of me. But that side is passed.
I write not this to sliow my friends what a brave
fetter T have written to Mr.'Attorney; I have none
of those" humors, but that T have written' is ‘toa
good end; that is, to the more decent carriage of
my ‘master’s service, and to our particular better
understanding of one another. This letter, 1f "1t
shall be‘answered by you in deed and not in word,
I suppose it will not be worse for us both; else it‘is
but a few lines Tost; whicli for a much smaller mat-
ter T ‘would ‘have ‘adventured. = So this being to
yourself, T-for my part rest,” &c. ‘
““Considering the natural timidity of Bacon’s tem-
per, it may be taken for granted that lre must have
felt himself strong in xoyal favor'when he ventured
to ‘write ‘su¢h a letter as' this-to (sir Edward Coke;.
supposing’ that ‘it was actually‘sent ‘when written:
The 'néxt year: he ‘obtained the” solicitor’s 'place;
long ‘the' ‘object of ‘his ‘ambition; and seven years
afterwards; by a‘well-combined intrigue, He elevated
himself to the post of attorney- general It'was' by
means of ant immediate advantage to his rival,—his
promotion’ to’ the” clief-justiceship of - the king’s
béneh from that of the common pleas,—that Bacon
gained this'step of his advaneement; butits remoter
consequences were fatal to the power of Coke." The
age’and infirmities of lord Ellesmere 'rendered a
speedy vacancy inevitahle in the office of Jord-chan<
cellor;—Bacon, now attorney-general, admitted to
the privyeouncil and possessed of ‘the 'ear of :the
king, openly aspired“to” this high dignity; butihe
VOL. I1. D saw,
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saw, or thought he saw, in Coke a formidable com-
petitor; and from the moment that this cause of
present jealousy was added to his sense of past in-
juries, he seems to have omitted no occasion of
calling the attention of the king to the rigidly con-
stitutional conduct of Coke, in contrast with that
entire devotedness to the cause of prerogative on
which he himself relied as the chief means of his
promotion. It may be worth while to quote some
passages of his letters to this effect, which will serve
the further purpose of illustrating the character of
James, and of refuting the commonly received opi-
nion that his theoretical despotism was not carried
into practice.

Early in the year 1615, the study of one Peacham
being searched, there was found a manuscript ser-
mon, never preached, containing passages looked
upon as treasonable. The king was resolved, if
possible; to bring the author to punishment; but as
there was good reason to doubt whether the mere
writing of such a paper could be construed into
treason, he ordered that the opinions of the judges
on the case should be takén privately and separately,
before the prisoner was brought to trial. Bacon
and some other crown lawyers were employed on
this business, and he thus relates his success in a
letter to the king :— We did first find an encounter
in the opinion of my lord Coke; who seemed to af-
firm that such particular, and, as he called it, auri-
cular taking of opinions, was not according to the
custom of this realm; and seemed to divine that his

brethren
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brethren would never doit. But when I replied,
that it was our duty to pursue your majesty’s direc-
tions; and it were not amiss for his lordship to leave
his brethren to their own answers, it was so con-
cluded: and his lordship did desire that I might
confer with himself, and Mr. serjeant Montawue
was named to speak with justice Crook; Mr. ser-
jeant Crew with justice Houghton, and Mr. soliciter
with justice Dodderidge. This done, I took my
fellows aside, and advised that they should presently
speak with the three judges, before they could speak
witl my lord Coke, for doubt of infusion: and that
they should not in any case make any doubt to the
Jjudges, as if they mistrusted they would not deliver
any opinion apart, but speak resolutely to them, and
only make their coming to be, to know what time
they would appoint to be attended with the papers.”
““'This,” as he goes on to relate, ©* sorted not amiss”
with the puisne judges, though Houghton hesi-
tated; but Coke remained intractable. In two or
three conferences on the subject he repeated his
former objections to the legality of the step; and on
Bacon’s urging the compliance of his brethren,
“ he said (which I noted well) that his brethren
were wise men, and that they might make a show
as if they would give an opinion, as was required;
bat the end would be that it would come to this:
they would say they doubted of it, and so pray ad-
. vice with the rest. But to this I answered, that
I was sorry to hear him say so much, lest, if it came
to pass, some that loved him not might make a con-
» 2 struction,
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struction, that, that which he had foretold, he had
wrought.”

In the end, after maturgly deliberating,and weigh-
ing all the precedents brought him, the lord-chief-
justice returned indeed an answer to the points on
which he was consulted; but one in no respect likely
to satisfy the king, in which consideration his rival
evidently triumphs.

In the matter of Mr. Oliver St. John of Wilt-
shire, who had addressed to the mayor of Marlbo-
rough a statement of his reasons for refusing to
contribute to a benevolence imposed by the king’s
sole authority, and who for this cause was censured
and heavily fined in the star-chamber, Coke proved
but too obsequious to prerogative; yet his conduct
is thus adverted to by Bacon in writing to James:
¢ Mr, St. John his day is past, and well past. 1
hold it to be Janus Bifrons. It hath a good aspect
to that which is past, and to the future, and doth
both satisfy and prepare. All did well. My lord-
chief-justice delivered the law for the benevolence
strongly; I would he had done it timely.”

The next important business which occurred was
a contest between the king’s-bench and the court
of chaneery respecting _}urxsdlctlon the grounds of
which are explained very distinctly in one of Bacon’s
letters to his majesty. Two statutes existed, by
which it was prohibited, on pain of a premunire to
all concerned, to question or impeach the judge-
ments given in the king’s courts, or to seek a re-
versal of such judgements otherwise than by error,

or
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or attait; and upon these statutes the judges evin-
ced an intention of disputing the right of the court
of chancery to undo their decisions: judge Crook
accordingly, in addressing the grand jury for Middle-
sex, had specially given in charge this article: «If
any man, after a judgement givén, had drawn the
same judgement to a new examination in any other
court?” and the same term, two indictments were
preferred for suing in chancery after judgements at
common law; to which the grand jury, however,
though “ claméred by the parties and twice sent
back by the court,” returned an Ignoramus. The
lord-chancellor was at this time dangerously ill; and
the king, indignant at such presumption on the part
of the sages of the common law, required Bacon to
inform him fully in the business. It is thus that,
in compliance with his majesty’s command, he pro-
ceeds, after stating the facts, to offer his advice:

“ For my opinion, I cannot but begin with this
preface; That I am infinitely sorry that your ma-
jesty is thus put to salve and cure not only acci-
dents of time but errors of servants: for I account
this a kind of sickness of ciy lord Coke’s, that comes
almost in as ill a time as the sickness of my lord-
chancellor. And as I think it was one of the wisest
parts that ever he played, when he went down to
your majesty to Royston, and desired to have my
lord-chancellor joined with him?; so this was one
of the wealkest parts that ever he played, to make

# .
2 In the examination of Overbury’s murder.

all
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all the world perceive that my lord-chancellor is se-
vered from him at this time.

< But for that which may concern your service,
which is my end (leaving other men to their own
ways), first, my opinion is plainly, that my lord
Coke, at this time, is not to be disgraced; both be-
cause he is so well habituate for that which remain-
eth of these capital causes, and also, for that which
I find is in his breast touching your finances and
matter of your estate. And (if I mought speak it)
as I think it were good his hopes were at an end in
some kind, so I could wish they were raised in some
other.

“ On the other side, this great and public affront,
not only to the reverend and well-deserving person
of your chancellor, (and at a time when he was
thought to lie on dying, which was barbarous,) but
to your high court of chancery, which s the court
of your absolute power, may not in my opinion pass
lightly, nor end ouly in some formal atonement.
But use is to be made thereof for the settling of
vour authority and strengthening of your preroga-
tive, according to the true rules of monarchy.

¢ Now, to reconcile and accommodate these two
advices, which seem almost opposite. First, your
majesty may not see it, though I confess it be sus-
picious, that my lord Coke was any way aforehand
privy to that which was done; or that he did set or
animate it; but only took the matter as it came be-
fore him: and that his error was only, that, at such
a time, he did not divert it in some good manner.

““ Secondly,
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* Secondly, if it be true, as is reported, that any
of the puisne judges did stir this business; or that
they did openly revile and menace the jury for doing
their conscience, as they did honestly and truly, 1
think that judge is worthy to leese his place. And,
to be plain with your majesty, I do not think there
is any thing a greater Polychreston, or ad multum
utile, to your affairs, than upon a just and fit occa-
sion to make some example against the presumption
of a judge in causes that concern your majesty:
whereby the whole body of those magistrates may
be contained the better in awe: and it may be this
will light upon no unfit subject, of a person that is
rude, and that no man cares for.
¢ Thirdly, if there be no one so much in fauit,
(which yet Icannot affirm either way, and there must
be a just ground, God forbid else,) yet I should think
that the very presumption of going so farin so high
a cause, deserveth to have that done which was done
in this very case upon the indictment of serjeant
Heale in queen Elizabeth’s time; that the judges
should answer it, upon their knees, before your ma-
jesty er your council, and receive a sharp admoni-
tion: at which time also, my lord Wray, being then
chief-justice, slipped the collar and was forborne.
¢ Fourthly, for the persons themselves, Glanville
and Allen, which are base fellows and turbulent, I
think there will be discovered and proved against
them, besides the preferring of the bills, such combi-
nations and contemptuous speeches and bhehaviours,
as there will be good ground to call them, and per-
haps
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haps some of their petty counsellors at law, into the
star-chamber,

“In all this which I have said, your majesty may
be pleased to observe, that I do not engage you
much in the main point of the jurisdiction, for which
1 have a great deal of reason, which I now forbear.
But two things I wish to be done. 'The one, that
your majesty take this occasion to redouble unto all
your judges your ancient and true charge and rule;
that you will endure no innovating in the point of ju-
risdiction; but will have every court impaled within
their own precedents, and not to assume to them-
selves new powers upon conceits and inventions of
law. 'The other, that in these high causes that
touch upon state and monarchy, your majesty give
them straight charge, that upon any occasions in-
tervenient hereafter, they do not make the vulgar
party to their contestations by public handling them
before they have.consulted with your majesty; ta
whom the regiment of those things only appertain-
eth.” '

Such were the despotic courses suggested by the
base spirit of Bacon to a prince sufficiently inclined
of himself to lord.it over the laws and liberties of
England! such the arts by which he sought to
strip his more conscientious rival of the hard-earned
meed of a life of labor and of important public ser-
vices! :

On occasion of the lord-chancellor’s alarming fit
of illness, during which Bacon reproaches Coke for
-attacking his jurisdiction, he himself did not omit

to
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to beg his place. In his petitionary letter to the
king on this subject, after stating his own preten-
sions to succeed to the office, he proceeds thus:—
“ Now, I beseech your majesty, let me put you the
present case truly. 1If you take my lord Coke, this
will follow: First, your majesty shall put an over-
ruling nature into an overruling place, which may
breed an extreme. Next, you shall blunt his indus-
tries in matter of finances, which seemeth to aim at
another place. And lastly, popular men are no sure
mounters for your majesty’s saddle. If you take
my lord Hobart, you shall have a judge at the upper
end of your council-board, and another at the lower
end; whereby your majesty will find your preroga-
tive pent..,..If you take my lord of Canterbury,
I will say no more but the chancellor’s place requires
a whole man. And to have both jurisdictions, spi-
ritual and temporal, in that height, is fit but fora
king. '

“ For myself, I can only present your majesty
with ¢ gloria in obsequio ;’ yet I dare promise that
if I sit in that place, your business shall not make
such short turns upon you as it doth; but when a
direction is once given, it shall be pursued and per-
formed; and your majesty shall only be troubled
with the true care of a king, which is, to think what
you would have done in chief, and not how for the
passages.”

That ““ gloria in obsequio” of which Bacon here
makes his hoast, is expressed with peculiar energy
m another letter, in which he is not ashamed to say

to
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to the king, 1 am afraid of nothing, but that the
master of the horse, your excellent servant, and I,
shall fall out who shall hold your stirrop best.””
One of the projects for raising money to which
James’s necessities and his dread of parliaments
moved him to give his sanction, was that of sir Wil-
liam Cockaine, who formed a company which offered
a great sum for the monopoly of the exportation of
dyed cloths, and for a prohibition of the exportation
of undyed ones. This patent was found highly per-
nicious to trude and to the public interest, and on
detection of certain malpractices in their mode of
acting upon it some of the patentees were committed
to prison. Bacon takes occasion to lament to the
king, that Coke, by the severity of his speech to the
offenders, had impoliticly alarmed them into ““turn-
ing every stone to help themselves,” adding,  But
my lord Coke floweth according to his own. tides,
and not according to the tides of business. 'The
thing which my lord Coke said, was good, and too
little; but at this time it was too much.” Meaning,
probably, that it might tend to raise an odium against
projectors and against the court which encouraged
them. . - :
But it was soon after the fate of the chief-justice
to fall into greater delinquency by his conduct in
the business of commendams. The case was shortly
this: The king had been informed, that a cause of
the bishop of Lincoln’s was about to be tried, relat-
ing to a commendam, in which it was to be appre-
bended, that the general right of his majesty to grant
ecclesi-
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ecclesiastical livings to bishops in this form, might
be brought into question. Alarmed at the bare sus-
picion of an attack upon any branch of his supre-
macy, James ordered his attorney-general to speak
in support of the prerogative, and also directed the
bishop of Winchester to be present at the trial, and
to report to him the true state of that question, and
how far it extended. The bishop, a noted courtier,
brought information that serjeant Chiborne, one of
the counsel, had maintained positions and made as-
sertions ““very prejudicial to the prerogative royal;”
he also stated that the case was set apart to be fur-
ther argued by the twelve judges on an appointed
day.  To prevent any untoward decision on the
part of this venerable body, the king immediately
eommanded Bacon to write a letter to the chief-
justice, requiring that the judges should suspend all
proceedings till they should have consulted with him-
self and learned his pleasure in the business. Coke
returned for the present no other answer to the at-
torney-general, than that it was fit that each of the
judges should receive from him a similar notice ;—
which was sent accordingly. On the day previously
appointed, however, the judges met, to the astonish-
ment and horror of the courtiers, and, having argued
their case, agreed upon a joint letter to his majesty;
inclosing that received from the attorney-general,
and respectfully stating that the cause in question
was one between man and man, on which they were
m duty bound to deliver their opinion. They fur-
ther begged to make known that their oath obliged

L] them,
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them, in case of their receiving any letters contrary
to law, to go on to do their duty notwithsténding -
only certifying to his majesty the receipt of such
letter; which rule they had accordingly observed in
this instance; being unanimously of opinion, that
the letter of Mr. attorney was of an unlawful na-
ture, and such as his majesty, being truly informed,
would not be pleased that they should give way to.

It may readily be believed, that the irascible tem-
per of James was prompt to take fire at what he
regarded as so vehement an insult upon his absolute
power; Bacon, who easily traced to the influence
of Coke over his brethren a resistance to lawless
power then so little to be expected from official ser-
vants of the crown, was diligent in fostering the re-
sentment of the king; and it was resolved that a
severe lesson should be read to the judges on the
consequences of such a contempt as that of which
they had been guilty. They were accordingly
summoned before the privy-council, where they re-
ceived a long lecture from the king himself, wha
declared to them, that in their answer to his letter
they had grievously erred “ both in form and mat-
ter,” and who further complained, that they had
long been wanting in their duty to the crown, in
not interrupting and sharply reproving such advo-
cates as in their pleadings at the bar dared to de-
fame or impeach things of so high a nature as his
supremacy ; adding, that he had observed, ever
since his coming to the crown, that “the popular
sort of lawyers had been the men that most affront-

edly,
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edly, in all parliaments, had trodden upon his prero-
gative.”

After this his majesty’s declaration, all the judges
fell upon their knees, acknowledged their errorand
begged forgiveness. The lord- chlef -justice never-
theless entered into a defence of theletter, and show-
ed that, in fact, the case in question did not involve
the prerogative. The king replied warmly to this
defence, and appealed, on the point of law, to the
lord-chancellor, who rose up and moved his majesty
that he would require his learned counsel first to
deliver their opinions in this matter. Bacon being
then called on to speak, gave judgement, of course,
on the side of the king. Coke ‘“took exceptions ”’
that the king’s counsel should be brought to argue
with the Judoes whose business it was to plead be-
fore them, not to dispute agamst them. The king
said they had a right to do so in this case, and “he

would maintain them therein.” The chief-justice -

answered, that he would not dispute with his majesty.
This extraordinary altercation being thus brought
to a conclusion, it seemed good to the king and his
privy-councillors to put to the judges the following
trying question: “Whether, if at any time, in a case
depending before the judges, his majesty conceived
it to concern him either in power or profit, and there-
fore required to consult with them, and that they

should stay proceedings in the meantime, they ought.

not to stay accordingly?” 'Thus urged, they all
“ yielded that they would, and acknowledged it to be
their duties to do so,” with the exception of Coke,

# who
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who returned the following magnanimous answer ;
“That when the case should be, he would do that
which should be fit for a judge to do®.”

This reply filled the measure of Coke’s offences.
In the month of June 1616, he was called before
the privy-council to answer three articles of accusa-
- tion. First, that he had concealed a statute of12,0001.
due to the crown by the late chancellor Hatton.
Secondly, that sitting on the bench, he had uttered
words of very high contempt, saying that the com-
mon law would be overthrown ; and therein reflect-
ing upen the king. Thirdly, his uncivil and indis-
creet earriage in the matter of commendams. On
the first article his defence was so far satisfactory
as that no more was said of it at that time, and he
afterwards obtained a legal decision in his faver,
The second charge he palliated, without however
disclaiming the words. The third he confessed, and
prayed forgiveness. The immediate result of the
examination was, that his name was struck off the
list of the privy-council, and he was forbidden
to go the circnit. In October following, he was
called before the chancellor, prohibited from enter-
fng Westminster-hall, and ordered to answer the
objection made against certain passages of his pub-
lished reports ; and in the next month he was re-
‘moved from office. The last stroke overpowered
for a time his fortitude ; he is said to have received
the supersedeas “° with dejection and tears?.”

*See Letters and memoirs of sir I'. Bacon, passim.
v D Israeli’s King J ames, p. 125.
Prince
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Prince Charles, having attained the age of sixteen,
was this year created prince of Wales with great
solemnity. His marriage now became a matter of
more pressing interest with the king his father; and,
suspending for the present the tedious treaty which
had been opened for the hand of the Spanish infanta,
the monarch began to fix his hopes upon the royal
house of France, and it was determined that the
ambassador extraordinary sent to congratulate Louis
XIII. on his marriage should make proposals in
form for madame Christine, that monarch’s eldest
sister. But here too the king of Great Britain found
himself baffled ; an alliance with the duke of Savoy
was preferred by the Ifrench court, and after many

rofessions of respect and friendship, the prince of
QVales received a negative.—A striking proof of the
low estimation in which the sovereign of Great Bri-
tain was at this time held by the great princes of
Europe! This abortive embassy is chiefly memo-
rable for the exaggerated magnificence, the tasteless
and absurd profusion, so truly characteristic of the
court of James, which was here exhibited to the
wonder, the envy, and perhaps the ridicule, of the
Parisians. James Hay, the ambassador, was a Scotch-
man of humble origin, and no commanding talents,
though possessed of some courtly accomplishments,
whom the king had raised to the title of lord Hay,—
as he afterwards did to those of viscount Doncaster
and earl] of Carlisle,—had marricd to an English heir-
ess of high rank, the daughter of lord Denny; and
had enriched by his thoughtless bounty. In that age
of
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of upstarts, he was distinguished above all his fellows
by the excess of his vanity and self-importance, and
the insanity of his extravagance. ' His dress, his
equipage, his table, were of such extraordinary pro-
digality, that every memoir-writer of the time has
thought it his duty to supply some details respecting
them f01 the astonishment of posterity. '
« ¢ And for James Hayes, after. earl of Carhsle s
says Osborne, “though of no more noble extraction
_ than the immediate son of a Scotch merchant, an ap-
pellation some under a stall would scorn to patronise,
it is known he did bestow more trimming in the var-
nish of a wainscot carcase, than any of his master’s
ancestors did in the clothing themselves and: their
whole families®.”” . And again: ““T'he earl of Car-
lisle was one of the quorum that'brought in the va-
nity of ante-suppers, not heard of in-our forefathers’
time, and, for ought 1 have read; orat least remem-
ber, unpractised by the most luxurious tyrants. The
manner of which was, to have the board covered,
at the first entrance of the guests, with dishes as
high as a tall man could well reach, filled with the
choicest and dearest viands sea or land could afford.
And all this once seen, and having feasted the eyes
of the invited, was in a manner threwn away, and
fresh set on to the same height, having  only this
advantage of the other, that it was hot.: T cagnot
forget one of the attendants of the king, that at
feast made by this monster in excess, eat to his single

-

» Osborne’s Memoirs of king James, c. 30.
share
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share a whole pye reckoned to my lord at ten pounds,
being composed of ambergris, magisterial of pearl,
musk, &c.....And after such suppers, huge ban-
quets no less profuse, a waiter returning his servant
home with a cloak-bag filled with sweetmeats and
comfects valued to his lordshlp at more than ten
shlllmos the pound®.”

VVeldon speaks of the earl of Carlisle’s giving at
Essex house, to the French ambassador, the most
sumptuous feast that was ever seen before or since,
““in which was such plenty, and fish of that immen-
sity, brought out of Muscovia, that dishes were made
to contain them; no dishes in all England before
could near hold them.” The fish was no doubt
sturgeon. The glories of his French embassy are
thus described by Wilson : ““He, with a great train
of young noblemen and other courtiers of eminency,
suited themselves with all those ornaments that could
give lustre to so dazzling an appearance as love and
the congratulation of it carried with it,...I remem-
ber I saw one of the lord ambassador’s suits (and
pardon me that I take notice of such petty things):
the cloak and hose were made of very fine white
beaver, embroidered richly all over with gold and
silver ; the cloak, almost to the cape, both within
and without, having no lining but embroidery.
The doublet was of cloth of gold, embroidered so
thick that it could not be discerned. and a white
beaver hat suitable, brimful of embroidery both ahove

2 Osborn’s Memoirs of king James, c. 38.
VOL. IL. E and
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and below. This is presented as an essay, for
one of the meanest he wore.”” The day of audi-
ence being fixed, some debate arose whether the
ambassador and his train should go in coaches or on
horseback ; but the former mode was rejected, be-
cause it would conceal too much the splendor of
their equipments; and it was agreed that they
should ride with rich footcloths. ¢ Six trumpeters
and two marshals in tawny velvet liveries completely
suited, laced all over with gold richly and closely
laid, led the way. The ambassador followed, with
a great train of pages and footmen in the same rich
livery incircling his horse, and the rest of his reti-
nue according to their qualities and degrees, in as
much bravery as they could devise or procure, fol-
lowed in couples, to the wonderment of the behold-
ers. And some said, how truly I cannot assert,
the ambassador’s horse was shod with silver shoes
lightly tacked on; and -when he came to a place
where persons or beauties of eminency were, his
very horse prancing and curveting in humble reve-
rence, flung his shoes away, which the greedy
understanders scrambled for, and he was content
to be gazed on and admired till a farrier, or rather
the argentier, in one of his rich liveries among the
train of footmen, out of a tawny velvet bag took
others and tacked them on, which lasted till he came
to the next troop of grandees. And thus, with much
ado, he reached the Louvre3.”

* Wilson, p. 92 et seq.
' Hay
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Hay was afterwards employed in several other
embassies, none of which proved more prosperous
than the first : but these failures were probably less
to be imputed to himself than to his master;—a
prince singularly unfortunate in the results of that
diplomaey of which he made so great a point and on
which he expended such enormous sums of money.

James was at this time intent on cultivating by
all means the friendship of the young king of France,
and on occasion of the assassination of the mar-
shal D’Ancre by order of Louis, he did not scruple
to assure him of his approbation of the act. The
situation of the king of France, who, though major

“and married, was still held in bondage by those who
had assumed the direction of affairs during his mi-
nority, appears to have recalled to James the cir-
cumstances of his own youth in Scotland, and we
find his impressions and those of English politicians
thus memorably recorded in a letter from secretary
Winwood to sir Guy Carleton ambassador to Hol-
land :

.o+ “As the king was young in years, so was
he in thraldom and captivity under the queen his
mother,and she in subjectionto themarshal D’Ancre,
both at the devotion of the king of Spain, who con-
fidently may be said to have had as much powerand
authority in the management of affairs in the court
of France, as the duke of Lerma hath in the court
of Spain. And this may be believed, that in our age
the king of Spain never received so heavy a blow ;
and that without noise or bruit, for in honor he may

E 2 not
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not take notice of it, which so apparently doth re-
call the proceedings, or rather renverse the very
foundations of his ambitious designs.”

«« + . “Noaction hath happenedamongst us, which
so lively hath discovered the passionate affections of
our hearts; for all our parasites and pensioners of
Spain have lost all patience, and, which is worse,
all modesty and moderation; condemning this action
as most impious and inhuman, bloody and tyranni-
cal; not considering that it was at the choice of the
king, whether he would neglect the safety of his
person and the preservation of his crown, both
which must have fallen if Ancre had stood ; or pro-
ceed, as he did, sine forma et figura judicii, by
martial law against the usurper of his crown and
state. But what opinion soever private particular
men, who aim at nothing else but the advancement
of their own fortunes, have of this action, his ma-
jesty is pleased to approve of it : which doth appear
not only by the outward demonstration of his exceed-
ing joy and contentment, when first he received the
news thereof, but also by letters which with his own

- hand he hath written to the French king.....Be-
sides, Mr. comptroller, who hath charge in all dili-
gence to return into France, hath express order to
congratulate with the marshal de Vitry, for so now
he is, that by his hands the king his master was de-
livered out of captivity, et mis hors de page®”” So
lax was the morality of James and his politicians

* Letters from and to sir Dudley Carleton knight, p. 129.
even
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even where personal interest was out of the ues-
tion, so large the latitude which they thought allowed

to kings in the vindication of their authority !
During the course of this year, a long-pending
negotiation was concluded between James and the
United Provinces, for the restoration of the cau-
tionary towns which had been put into the hands of
queen Elizabeth as security for the money lent by
her to the States. That portion of the people who
considered much of national glory to consist in the
power of strongly influencing the politics-of Europe,
loudly inveighed against a step by which a lasting
pledge for the good behaviour of a neighbouring
state was yielded up in consideration of a sum of
money, which was also much inferior to the just
demands of the English crown. Others, however,
thought it reasonable to resign a possession valuable
only as a means of interference and annoyance, in
exchange for the offered price, and the good will of
the Hollanders. It is needless in this place to dis-
cuss the arguments by which each opinion might
be supported ; no one can doubt that James, for
the sake of supplying what some called his necessi-
ties and others his extravagance, without the inter-
vention of a parliament, would readily have acceded
to measures still more injurious to national honor ;
and it is also clear, that to a prince of his inert and
timorous character the occupation of these towns
was of no manner of value. The bargain made by
the Dutch appears to have been a highly advanta-
geous one for them, and it was also beneficial to
James
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James by relieving him from the expense of main-
taining needless garrisons: but this, in truth, was
almost the only emolument which he was suffered to
derive from it; the money paid by the States, amount--
ing to 250,000/, appeared to vanish as soon as it
entered the exchequer; the king’s debts remained
unsatisfied; and, without having availed himself of
the sum for any publie service, he quickly found
himself as necessitous as ever. It is more than pro-
bable that most of the courtiers shared, some with
and some without the king’s knowledge, in the plun-
der of this public money ; but the whole responsi-
bility fell on the lord-treasurer, the father-in-law of
the discarded favorite, whom Villiers, now absolute
ruler of the king and court, had predetermined to
ruin. But the fall of this minister was not com-
pleted till the year 1619; and in the mean while
other subjects claim attention,

CHAPTER
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1617.

Earl of Worcester resigns the office of lord-privy-scal to Vil.

~ liers created earl of Buckingham.—Lord Ellesmere re-
signs.—Bacon keeper of the seals.—Circumstances of El-
lesmere’s resignation.— His death and character.~James’s
visit to Scotland.—Ile attempts to make himself head of the

" church, but is opposed by the parliament and clergy ;—
establishes a court of high commission,—imposes five new
articles onthe church ;—leaves the country in anger.—Court

© intrigues.—Coke offers his daughter to Buckingham’s bro-
ther.—Bacon opposes the match.—His letters against it to
Buckingham and to the king.-—They are displeased, and
Bacon offersto promote the match.—The king’s return from
Scotland.—Bacon ill received by Buckingham, but soon
restored to favor.—Colke readmitted to the council-board.—
The marriage solemnized.—Coke’s wife supported against

. him.—Book of sports.—Sabbatarian controversy.—Con-
duct of the lord-mayor of London.— Arrival and reception
of @ Russian embussy,—of « Turkish chianx.— Death and
character of sir Ralph Winwood.

THE old servants of queen Elizabeth began to be
regarded as supernumeraries at the court of her suc-
cessor, and such of them as yet lingered on the scene
were one after another dismissed to a private life to
make room for impatient reversionaries whodisdained
to await the slow course of nature. Edward earl of
‘Worcester, whom James had continued in the post
of master of the horse, in which he found him, and

who
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who in the earlier part of his reign appears on some
occasions, in the sickness or absence of the earl of
Salisbury, to have performed much of the duty of a
secretary of state, was, prevailed upon to accept a
pension and the honorary office of president of the
cbuncil resigning his former post to Villiers, now
baron Whaddon, and, viscount. Villiers, and soon
after earl of Buckmgham Neither was lord Elles-
mere, with all his meritstowards the crown, permitted
to die lqrd—chancell(_)r of England.  Inthe year 1615
we have seen him Judged to be at the point of death,
and Bacon begging his place: afterwards he reco-
vered sufficiently to fight with great spirit and suc=
cess the battles of the court of chancery against sir
Edward Coke and the king’s bench, and to take an
active part in the subsequent degradation and cen-
sure of that great lawyer. .. "T'wo letters of lord El-
lesmere to the king, earnestly imploring, to be re-
lieved from the burden of his great, office,.in conside-
ration of his age and infirmities, are extant, but
both are without dates ; to the first of these the king
returned a negative, but probably assented 1o the
second, for on March 3rd 1617 he was permitted to .
resign the seals, which were immediately committed
to the custody of Bacon. The title of earl of Bridge-
water was conferred upon lord Ellesmere, and a pen-
sion intended ; but he survived no more than a week
the loss of that high dignity which he had enjoyed
for twenty years. Different representations have
been given of the manner of his quitting office ; the
two letters above mentioned are in a strain of affect-
ing
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ing urgency, which appears so natural and sincere
that we can scarcely believe his resignation a re-
luctant one; it is also said, that the king came in
person to visit him and to receive the seals from his
hands ; that he shed tears on parting with so old
and respected a servant, and that he declared he
would have no other lord-chancellor whilst lord El-
lesmere survived to bear that title. All these de-
monstrations however might be insincere ; it clearly
appears that the impatience of Bacon to reach the
furthest goal of his ambition had been exhibited to
his predecessor with a frankness both unusual and
offensive ; and the old man may be thought to have
divested himself with some regret of his tempting
spoils, for the sake of being allowed to live out his
days unenvied, and-to die in peace.

-Lord Ellesmere might truly be characterized asa
faithful officer of the crown, and there was one par-
tieular piece of service for which James never ceased
to own himself his debtor.

After the union with Scotland had been finally
rejected by the English parliament, the king still
sought means to extend to his Scotish subjects the
privileges of Englishmen. A general bill of natura-
lization would have been the regular mode of accom-
plishing this object ; but there was no chance of
carrying it, and it was necessary to resort to a diffe-
rent expedient.

For the sake of trying the question, one Calvin,
a Scotchman born, laid claim to an inheritance in
England, notwithstanding the statute which declares

foreigners
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foreigners incapable of possessing land within the
realm. The court of king’s bench, before which
the cause was brought, did not choose to take upon
itself the sole responsibility of so important a deci-
sion ; and caused it to be carried into the court of
exchequer, where it was considered by the chan-
cellor and the twelve judges, who, after consultation,
determined unanimously, that persons born in Scot-
land since his majesty’s accession to the English
throne,—postnati, as they were termed,—were to
all intents and purposes English subjects. This
decision was in fact that of the chancellor, and by
it he offended the nation in the same proportion as
he gratified the king. It was affirmed that the de-
cision was contrary to all principle and all European
precedents ; but as neither house of parliament
thought proper to take up the cause, it remained of
necessity undisturbed, and continued to afford to
the whole Scotch nation the privileges both of in-
heritance and of eligibility to all offices of trust and
profit in England, until the union placed the rela-
tions of the two countries on a different and a better
footing.

Thhis act, and other instances of subserviency to
the royal will during the reign of James, rendered
the character of lord Ellesmere, once general re-
vered, the object of much diversity of judgement; by
one party he was eulogized as a most upright and
exemplary public man, full of justice, moderation,
and attachment to the best interests of his country ;
Osborn on the contrary charges him, in his vague

" manuer,
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manner, with corruption; and a very competent esti-
mator has stigmatized him as ““famous for his super-
ciliousness and hoisting matters of prerogative®.”

Early in the summer, James carried into effect
* the design which he had long entertained of revisit-
ing Scotland. The ostensible motives for this jour-
ney were, of course, his affection for his native king-
dom, and the promise which he had given on leaving
it, that he would often return; but its real object
was the establishment of the ecclesiastical system of
England on the ruins of that haughty presbytery
which continued to hold out an example of such en-
couragement to the pretensions of the English pu-
ritans.

To dazzle his ancient subjects by the full display
of the pomp and riches of a king of Great Britain
wasa part of the policy of James; and he was care-
ful to secure ‘the attendance of a numerous and
splendid train of courtiers, at the head of whom
shone the new earl of Buckingham, the perfect mir-
ror of magnificence, and the only cherished object
of his doting eyes.

" Baeon, who now bore the office of lord-keeper,
was left ‘behind, and invested with a kind of vice-
regal power; which he is said to have exercised with
all the arrogance of a new favorite of fortune.

From Berwick the king proceeded by slow and
solemn journeys to Edinburgh, welcomed at every
town or mansion which he visited in his passage by

* Whitelock’s Memorials of the English affairs, p. 296.
pane-
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panegyrical orations or congratulatory poems, all of
which were in Latin,—theScotch not choosing;, pro-
bably, to provoke the ridicule of the English cour-
tiers by any specimens of the literature of their an-
cient andonce cultivated language, already degraded
to a provincial dialect by the transfer of the seat of
empire. The universities of Edinburgh and St. An-
drews prepared solemn disputations to he held be-
fore his majesty, who characteristically testified his
satisfaction in a string of puns on the names of the
exhibitors, which appeared to himself so witty that
he caused them to be turned both into English and
Latin verse. These duties of royalty once performed,

the king hastened from Edmburgh to enjoy his syl-
van sports amid the scenes in which he had first
learned to }owe them..

In the mean time, his. mlmsters were occupled m
the arduous task of preparing to enforce upon a re-
luctant people the schemg of ecclesiastical domina-
tion which it, was the hlghest ambition of the mo-
narch to bring to eﬁ'ect Episcopacy had been al-
_ ready established in Scotland but it remained to
introduce the ceremonies of the Anglican church
and the hl°‘h -commission, court,—that 1nqu151t0r1a]
tribunal by which these innovations were to be
settled and their perpetual ebservance guarantied.
In the parhament assembled at Edinburgh on the
kmo' s return, a refractory spirit was first manifested
by the peers, who dreaded, from a sovereign thus
zealous in the cause of the hierarchy, some attempt
to recover for its use the church-lands, which had

stimulated
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stimulated and rewarded the zeal of their ancestors
in the 'gbod work of the reformation. Great diffi-
culty was ‘experienced in procuring a nomination of
lords of the articles conformable to the wishes of the
king; and he was on the point of dissolving the par-
liament in anger, when some mode equally‘effectual
and secret was discovered of overcoming this oppo-
sition.  An act was ‘now. proposed as the basis of
all further proceedings, declaring; « that in ecclesi-
astical affairs, whatever should be determined by
the king, with the advice of the prelates and a com-
petent number of the clergy, should receive the ope-
ration and force of law.” This was, in other words,
declaring the sovereign head of ‘the church, and
giving up for ever the preébyterlan worship and
discipline,—the idol of the people. The clergy, in
well-founded alarm, hastened to prepare a protesta-
tion, which was preéenfed‘ to the parliament just as
the aét'was about to receive the royal assent. It
was judged inexpedient to carry it through: but
nothing was gained to the religious liberties of the
country by this apparent victory of their champions;
for the king now claimed, by his inherent preroga-
tive and absolute power, all that the proposed law
could have given him. He immediately established
a court of high-commission, and one of its first acts
was the deprlvatlon of three clergymen who had
been active in the drawing and presenting of this
remonstrance; by a further exertion of lawless
power, two of them were also committed to prison;
and a third banished his country for life.

: Five
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Five articles were propounded to the assembled
clergy under the intimidation of these examples of
royal vengeance, which were the following: That
the eucharist should be received kneeling: That
it should be administered in private to the sick:
That baptism should be privately administered in
cases of necessity: That episcopal confirmation
should be given . to youth: That the great festivals
in commemoration of the principal events in the
history of Christ should be duly celebrated.

The rites and practices enjoined by these articles
were precisely those which the English puritans
peculiarly objected to in the service of their own
church, as relics of popery; and what aggravated
the. tyranny and folly of forcing them upon the
Scotch was, that even the English bishops held them
to be things in their own nature indifferent; for
which reason alone, indeed, they maintained that
the church had the right of instituting them, and
decreeing their perpetual observance.

The afflicted clergy, overawed by the perempto-
riness of the king, yielded for the time a qualified
assent to some of the articles, but implored upon
their knees the convocation of a general assembly.
This, after many precautions to insure its subservi-
ency to the royal pleasure, was granted; and the
articles were the next year confirmed by its autho-
rity, though not without extreme reluctance and
many dissenting voices: the new ordinances, more-
over, were observed by none excepting the crea-
tures of the court; the body of the people, inflexible

in
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in their religious prepossessions, continued to set at
noughtboth the mandates of the king and the decrees
of an assembly which they regarded as irregularly
convoked. What was worse, their disobedience
was ingeneral displayed with impunity ;—for James,
destitute alike of treasure and of troops, possessed
no means of enforcing submission to the dictates
of that prerogative in the omnipotence of which he
gloried. The Scotch nation however gave him full
credit for his intentions; it felt itself insulted, as
well as aggrieved, by the imposition of an English
ritual,—an English episcopacy; and it vxewed the
defection of the king from that presbyterian esta-
blishment which he had formerly declared the purest
church in christendom, and which he had repeatedly
protested that he would maintain inviolate, as a base
apostasy in which it would be infamous to concur.
James on his part was incensed at all the resistance
which had been opposed to his absolute power, and
rather provoked than conciliated by the few and re-
luctant concessions of the clergy; and he turned
away his steps from his native soil in anger, and
probably with the resolution to return no more?.

In the mean time his English court had been the
theatre of intrigues, petty and sordid in their nature
and objects, but memorable as well as mortifying
from the eminence of the parties concerned.

Sir Edward Coke, whose appetite for power and
personal distinction was scarcely inferior to his at-

* Sce Laing’s History of Scotlund, under the year 1617.
tachment
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tachment to the constitution of his country, began
to be impatient of the exclusion from public life to
which his late conduct had doomed him; and ap-
pears to have been on the watch for some opportu-
nity of reconciling himself with the court, and again
confronting Bacon, his now triumphant rival. This
opportunity the lord-keeper himself unwarily afford-
ed him. It seems that, on some occasion during the
absence of the king, the airs of superiority which
Bacon thought proper to assume had given high'
offence to sir Ralph Winwood, the secretary of
state; who, not content with venting his spleen by
some peevish expressions against the lord-keeper in
a dispatch to his majesty, sought out Coke, his old
friend, and earnestly entreated to be made the means
of restoring him to the favor of Buckingham,—the
only passport to the good-will of his master. This
precious favor Coke had forfeited, some time before,
by the coldness with which he had listened to pro-
posals for a marriage between one of his daughters
and sir John Villiers, the brother of the earl; and
Winwood now proposed that this negotiation should
be.renewed under his auspices, with the offer, on
the part of Coke, of a large marriage portion. Coke
consented to this expedient; Buckingham, who had
no object so much at heart as the advancement of
all the members of his numerous and necessitous
family, was propitiated by the overture; and all ap-
peared to be going on prosperously, when sir Ed-
ward Coke found himself confronted by obstacles
on which ‘he had not calculated. His wife,—the

; wealthy
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wealthy widow of lord Hatton and grand-daughter
of lord Burleigh,—was a woman much more re-
markable for a high spirit than for any of the female
virtues; and provoked beyond endurance at this at-
tempt on the part of her husband to dispose of their
daughter without her concurrence, and contrary, it
is said, to-the wishes of the young'lady herself, she
carried her off ‘and lodged her elandestinely at'the
houser of  'siv i Eidmund ‘Withipole mear Oatlands.
Coke thonght it/ necessary to write to' Buckingham
to procure a warrant from the privy-council for liis
lady and some of her-abettors; in -order to the reco-
very of his daughter,—of so little force was his au-
thority in his own’ household ! Before the arrival of
the warrant, however; he'learned where his ‘daugh-
ter was concealed; and, taking his sons- with ‘him; he
went to sir Edmund Withipole’s house and brought
her away by force. »Upon this; his contumacious
lady made a complamt agamst him ‘to'the privy-
council.

Bacon, who dreaded nothing so much as ‘the re-
turn of his old antagonist to power, was not ashamed
to interfere in this family quarrel; and to counte-
nance Y elverton, the attorney-general, in filing'an

information in the star-chamberagainst Coke; for~
the means which he hadtaken to recover his daug‘h{

ter,~—strictly legal-as:they' unquestionably were.
He also wrote two letters, to the'King and ‘to his
patron Buckingham, - respecting this marriage,-=
pieces which throw too muchlight both on hlS own

VOL. II. P © " " character
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character and on the view which he took of that of
Coke, to be here omitted.

Sir Francis Bacon to the earl of Buckingham.

I shall write to your lordship of a business which
your lordship may think to concern myself; but I
do think it concerneth your lordship much more.
For as for me, as my judgement is not so weak to
think it can do me any hurt, so my love to you is so
strong as I would prefer the goed of you and yours
before mine own particular.”

“ It seemeth secretary Winwood hath officiously
busied himself to make a match between your bro-
ther and sir Edward Coke’s daughter; and, as we
hear, he doth it rather to make a faction than out
of any great affection to your lordship. It is true
he hath the consent of sir Edward Coke, as we hear,
upon reasonable conditions for your brother, and
yet no better then without question may be found
in some other matches. But the mother’s consent is
not had, nor the young gentlewoman’s, who expect-
eth a great fortune from her mother, which, without
her consent, is endangered. This match, out of my
faith and freedom towards your lordship, I hold very
inconvenient both for your brother and yourself.

‘“ First, he shall marry into a disgraced house,
which in reason of state is never held good.

““ Next, he shall marry into a troubled house of
man and wife, which in religion and Christian dis-
cretion is disliked.

“ Thirdly,
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“ Thirdly, your lordship will go near to loose all
such your friends as are adverse to sir Edward Coke
(myself only except, who out of a pure love and
thankfulness shall ever be firm to you).

“ And l'astl‘y, and chiefly, believe it, it will greatly
weaken and distract the king’s service: for though,
in regard of the king’s great wisdom and depth, I
am persuaded those things will not follow which
they imagine, yet opinion will do a great deal of
harm, and cast the king back, and make him relapse
into those inconveniences which are now well on to
be recovered.

“ Therefore my advice is, and your lordship shall
do yourself a great deal of honor if, accordi'ng to
religion and the law of God, your lordship will sig-
nify unto my lady your mother, that your desire is,
that the marriage be not pressed or proceeded in
without the consent of both parents, and so either
break it altogether; or defer any further (delay?) in
it till your lordship’s return. And this the rather,
for that besides the inconvenience of the matter
itself, it hath been carried so harshly and inconsi-
derately by secretary Winwood, as, for doubt that
the father should take away the maiden by force,
the mother, to get the start, hath conveyed her away
secretly ; which is ill of all sides. Thus, hoping
your lordship will not only accept well but believe
my faithful advice, who by my great experience in
the world must needs see further than your lordship
can, I ever rest,” &c.

2 Thus in Stephens’s collection.

F2 To
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To the king he ventured to express his jealousy
of the influence of Coke still more undisguisedly,
as follows:

Sir Francis Bacon to the king.

¢ 1 think it agreeable to my duty and the great
obligation wherein I am tied to your majesty, to be
freer than other men in giving your majesty faithful
counsel, while things are in passing, and more bound
than other men in doing your commandments when
your resolution is settled and made known to me.
I shall therefore most humbly crave pardon from
your majesty, if in plainness and no less humbleness
I deliver to your majesty my disinterested opinion
in the business of the match of sir John Villiers,
which I take to be magnum in parva : preserving
always the laws and duties of a firm friendship to
my lord of Buckingham, whom I will never cease to
love, and to whom I have written already, but have
not heard yet from his lordship.
“ But first I have three suits to make to your
majesty, hoping well that you will grant them all.
““T'he first is, that if there be any merit in draw-
ing on that match, your majesty would bestow the
thanks, not upon any zeal of sir Edward Coke to
please your majesty; nor upon the eloquent persua-
sions or pragmaticals of Mr. secretary Winwood;
but upon them that carrying your commands and
directions with strength and justice, in the matter
of the governor of Dieppe, and in the matter of sir
Robert Rich, and in the matter of protecting the
lady
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lady according to your majesty’s commandment,
have so humbled sir Edward Coke, as he seeketh
now that with submission which, as your majesty
knoweth, before he rejected with scorn: for this is
the true orator that hath persuaded this business; as
T doubt not but your majesty in your excellent wis-
dom doth easily discern.

““ My second suit is, that your majesty would not
think me so pusillanimous, as that I, that when I was
but Mr. Bacon had ever, through your majesty’s
favor, good reason at sir Edward Coke’s hands
when he was at the greatest, should now, that your
majesty of your great goodness hath placed me so
near your chair, (being, as I hope, by God’s grace .
and your instructions, made a servant according to
your heart and hand,) fear him or take umbrage of
him in respect of mine own particular.

““ My third suit is, thatif your majesty be resolved
the match shall go on, after you have heard my rea-
sons to the contrary, I may receive therein your
particular will and commandments from yourself,
that I may conform myself thereunto, imagining to
myself, though I will not wager on women’s minds,
that I can prevail more with the mother-than any
other man. For if I should be requested in it from
my lord of Buckingham, the answer of a true friend
ought to be; that I had rather go against his mind
than against his good; but your maJestyI must obey.
And besides, I shall conceive that your majesty, out
of your great wisdom and depth, doth see those
thm(rs which I see not. Now therefore, not to hold

your
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your majesty with many words, which do but drown
matter, let me most humbly desire your majesty to
take into your royal consideration, that the state is
at this time not only in good quiet and obedience,
but in good affection and disposition; your majesty’s
prerogative and authority having risen some just
degrees above the horizon more than heretofore,
which hath dispersed vapors. Your judges are in
good temper, your justices of peace (which is the
body of the gentlemen of England) grow to be loy-
ing and obsequious, and to be weary of the humor
of ruffling; all mutinous spirits grow to be a little
poor, and to draw in their horns; and not the less
for your majesty’s disauctorising the man 1 speak
of. Now then I reasonably doubt, that if there be
but an opinion of his coming in with the strength
of such an alliance, it will give a turn and relapse
in men’s minds into the former state of things
hardly to be holpen, to the great weakening of your
majesty’s service.

‘¢ Again, your majesty may have perceived, that
as far as it was fit for me in modesty to advise, I was
ever for a parliament, which seemeth to me to be
cardo rerum, or summa summarum for the present
occasions. But this my advice was ever conditional;
that your majesty should go to a parliament with a
council united, and not distracted; and that your
majesty will give me leave never to expect if that
man come in. Not for any difference of mine own
(for L am ommibus omnia for your majesty’s service),
but because he is by nature unsociable and by habit

popular,
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popular, and too old to take a new ply. And men
begin already to collect, yea and to conclude, that
he that raiseth such a smoke to get in, will set all
on fire when he is in.

It may please your majesty, now I have said, I
have done. And as I think I have done a duty not
unworthy the first year of your last high favor, I
most humbly pray your majesty to pardon me if in
any thing I have erred: for my errors shall always
be supplied by obedience.”

The arguments here employed by Bacon appear
to have been skilfully adapted to the ruling preju-
dices of his master; and it is probable that they
might have had the intended effect, but for an in-
terposition on which he had not calculated. Lady
Compton, the mother of Buckingham, who ruled her
son with absolute sway, resolved in favor of this mar-
riage, and took pains to conciliate lady Hatton;
Buckingham in consequence became vehement for
its accomplishment: and the king followed the lead
of his favorite. Orders were sent from Scotland for
the suspension of the star-chamber proceedings
against sir Edward Coke; a temporary reconcilia-
tion was made up between him and his wife; their.
daughter, who had been placed under the protection
of the attorney-general, was resigned to their joint
care; and James, with his usual weak propensity to
convert the private concerns of his minions into
matters of state, threatened to mark his displeasure

against such of the privy-councillors as had taken
' upon
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upon them to raise an- opposition to the match, by
a reprimand pronounced at the first council after.
his return, in which he said he should ‘“ name some
of the particular errors, though without accusing
particular persons.” 'To Bacon he wrote a severe.
letter of reproof; and Buckingham himself, though
he assured the lord-keeper that he had from the first
““ played the intercessor” with the king, on account
of the vehemence of his anger, let him see that he
was considerably displeased on his own account.
This unexpected result of steps by which he had
hoped to injure none but his old enemy, alarmed the
lord-keeper indeed, but was far from sinking him
into despondency: he judged that he had ample
means of reparation in his power, in the services
of every kind which he daily performed to the king
and to Buckingham; he availed himself of his re-
sources with all the promptitude, the address, and
the unhesitating obsequiousness, which distinguish-
ed him, Having propitiated the king and the favo-
rite by a respectful submission, he set himself to
promote the marriage which he had deprecated by
all the methods he could devise. - ¢ Since my last
to your lordship,” he writes to Buckingham, I did
first send for Mr, attorney-general, and made him
know, that since I had heard from court, I was re-
solved to further the match, and the conditions
thereof for your lordship’s brother’s advancement,
the best I could. I did send also to my lady Hatton
and some other special friends, to let them know
that I would in any thing declare myself for the

; ¥ match;
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match; which I'did to the'end that if they had any
apprehension of ‘my assistance, they mought be dis-
couragedin it. ‘T sent also to sir John Butler, and af-
ter by letter to my lady your mother, to tender my
performance of any good office towards the match,
orthe advancement from the mother. This was all
could think of for the present.” ““ I did ever foresee,”
he adds; ““that this alliance would go near to leese
me your lordship, that'T hold so dear; and thatwas
the ‘only respect particular to myself that moved me
to'be as I was, till I heard from you. " But T ‘will
rely upon your constancy and nature, and my own
deserving, and the firm tie we have in respect of
the king’s service.”

This letter was written in the latter end of Au-
gust: in the middle of the ensuing month the king
returned to Windsor, and Weldon relates the fol-
lowing strange and disgraceful circumstances of
Bacon’s reception, of which he seems to say that he
was an eye-witness.

‘“ He attended two days at Buckingham’s chamber,
being not admitted to any better place than the
room where trencher-scrapers and laqueys attended,
there sitting upon an old wooden chest, amongst
such as for his baseness were only fit companions,
although the honor of his place did merit far more
respect ; with his purse and seal lying by him on.
that chest. Myself told a servant of my lord of
Buckingham’s, it was a shame to sec the purse and
scal of so little value or estecem in his chamber,
though the carrier without it merited nothing but

scorn,
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scorn, being worst among the basest. He told me
they had command it must be so. - After two days
he had admittance ; at first entrance he fell down
flat on his face at the duke’s foot, kissing it, vowing
never to rise till he had his pardon; then was he
again reconciled ; and since that time so very a slave
to the duke and all that family that he durst not deny
the command of the meanest of the kindred, nor
oppose any thing®.”> It is to be hoped that Weldon
has somewhat overcharged this picture, after his
custom ; but the disgrace of Bacon must have heen
strongly marked, since his restoration to favor called
forth the following energetic expressions of grati-
tude, in a letter written to Buckingham about a week
after the king’s return :

“My ever best lord, now better than yourself;

¢ Your lordship’s pen, or rather pencil, hath pour-
trayed towards me such magnanimity and noble-
ness and true kindness,as methinketh I see the image
of some ancient virtue, and not any thing of these
times. It is the line of my life, and not the lines of
my letter, that must express my thankfulness: where-
in if 1 fail, then God fail me, and make me as miser-
able as I think myself at this time happy by this re-
viver, through his majesty’s singular clemency and
your incomparable love and favor.”

On the day after the king’s return, Coke was re-

s Weldow’s King James, p. 132.
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admitted to the privy-council, but he never reco-
vered the office of lord-chief-justice, or received any
appointment in lieu of it. The examination of his
Institutes by a committee of lawyers, which Bacon
had zealously promoted, was now dropped ; and du-
ring the few succeeding years in which the two an-
tagonists retained their stations at the council-board,
they appear to have abstained from all direct acts of
hostility ; Coke however was still embroiled with his
turbulent wife, who was openly countenanced in the
war which she had declared aginst him by the party of
his political opponents. This violent woman had been
committed for a libel against her husband, and was
in custody when the long-contested marriage of her
daughter took place; but her liberality in the settle-
ment of her' independent property on the young
couple, procured her speedy release, and enabled
her to renew her matrimonial complaints to the
king and council.

A letter from sir Thomas Wentworth, afterwards
earl of Strafford, to sir Henry Wotton, written in
November 1617, has the following paragraph rela-
tive to this affair : ““The expectancy of sir Edward
Coke’s rising is much abated, by reason of his lady’s
liberty, who was brought in great honor to Exeter
house by my lord of Buckingham from sir William
Craven’s, whither she had been remanded, presented
by his lordship to the king, received gracious usage,
reconciled to her daughter by his majesty, and her
house in Holborn enlightened by his presence at
dinner, where there was a royal feast, and to make

it



76

it more absolutely her own, express commandment
given by her ladyship, as is reported, that neither
sir Edward Coke nor any of his servants should he
admitted®.”

Such then were the wars, such the negotiations,
which, under the auspices of king James and his
favorite, engrossed the attention of the court, and
occupied the minds of sir Edward Coke and Francis
Bacon !

During the king’s journey back from Scotland,
whichhe converted into a hunting progress of several
weeks, the observations which he had occasion to
make on the temper of the people in the north of
England, and particularly in Lancashire, seconded
by a petition from the inhabitants of that county,
suggested to him a measure pregnant with future
mischiefs to the house of Stuart. This was the pub-
lication of a “declaration to encourage recreations
and sports on the Lord’s day ;” commonly called tke
Book of sports. 'The indulgence was a large one,
comprehending dancing, archery, leaping, vaulting,
May-games, Whitsunales, morrice dances and set-
ting upof Maypoles; bull and bear baiting, interludes
and bowls being alone prohibited of the diversions
permitted on other days. Itwas however provided,
that these recreations should be held at such hours
as not to interfere with divine service, and that they
should be allowed to such persons only as had per-
formed the religious duties of the day at their own
parish chulches

2 ,Straﬁ'oid papérs, vol. i. p. 5.
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The people of Lancashire, mostly catholics, em-
braced with joy the permission to return to their
ancient recreations, some of which were closely con-
nected with the observances of the old religion; and
the declaration seems to have been read without
scruple in the parish churches of that county. On
the other hand, it was regarded with horror by the
puritanical clergy, and indeed by all but a high-
church party, throughout the rest of the kingdom;.
and Wilson states, that the king’s design of causing
* it to be published in all the parish churches of the
kingdom was quashed by the primate’s positive re-
fusal to read it in his own church of Croydon.

A few particulars of the Sabbatarian controversy
which had preceded these transactions will reflect
light on the conduct and motives of James in this
affair. Fuller, in his Church History, affords the fol-
lowing notices under the year 1595: ¢ About this
time throughout England began the more solemn
and strict observation of the Lord’s day (hereafter
both in writing and preaching commonly called the
Sabbath) occasioned by a book this year set forth
by one P. Bound doctor in divinity, and enlarged
with additions in 16062.” The following precepts
were contained in this work : That the sanctifying
of every seventh day, as in the decalogue, is moral
and perpetual : That it ought to be observedas “a
most careful, exact and precise rest, after another
manner than men are accustomed :” That scholars

2 Fuller’s Ch. hist. b. 1x. p. 227.
should
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should not study the liberal arts on that day, nor
lawyers consult, nor serjeants and apparitors be al-
Jowed to execute their offices, nor magistrates to
examine causes : That the ringing of more bells
than one on that day could not be justified: That
feasts and wedding dinners should not be made,
(unless by lords, knights and gentlemen,) and that
all recreations lawful on other days, and all speech
of pleasure, should be forborne. “Itis almost incre-
dible,” adds our author, “how taking this doctrine
was, partly because of its own purity, and partly for °
the eminent piety of such persons as maintained it;
so that the Lord’s day, especially in corporations,
began to be precisely kept, people becoming a law
to themselves, forbearing such sports as yet by sta-
tute permitted ; yea many rejoicing at their own
restraint herein. .....Yetlearned men were much
divided in their judgements about these Sabbatarian
doctrines : some embraced them as ancient truths
consonant to scripture long disused and neglected,
and now seasonably revived for the increase of piety.
Others conceived them grounded on a wrong bot-
tom, but because they tended to the manifest ad-
vance of religion it was pity to oppose them, . . . But
a third sort flatly fell out with these positions as
galling men’s necks with a jewish yoke, against the
liberty of Christians : That Christ, as lord of the
Sabbath, had removed the rigor thereof and allowed
men Jawful recreations : That this ‘doctrine put an
unequal lustre on the Sunday on set purpose to
eclipse all other holidays, to the derogation of the

authority
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authority of the church : That this strict observance
was set up out of faction to be a character of diffe-
rence, to brand all for libertines who did not enter-
tain it.” It was some years however before any one
chose openly to oppose the doctrine of Bound and
his followers, which in the mean time grew and pro-
spered. At length Thomas Rogers in his preface
to the Book of articles boldly attacked  the Sahba-
tarian errors and impieties;” taking great credit
to himself that through his representations their
books had been both called in by archbishop Whit-
gift and ““forbidden any more to be printed” by
chief-justice Popham. These prohibitions however
did but increase the reputation and the sale of the
forbidden books ; the doctrine grew with the growth
of puritanism, and even extended beyond its pale; .
and at the time when the declaration was issued, it
had already become unwise, to say no more, to at-
tempt its subversion by authority. But James was
impelled on this occasion by his humor no less than
his political bias, and it is difficult to say whether he
more disliked the strictness of Sabbath observance
as a badge of puritanism, or'as a check on the natural
carelessness and festivity of his temper. Theologian
as he was, his behaviour even at church was grossly
irreverent ; and the common decencies of the day
were fearlessly violated by his household and attend-
ants. On this head it is related, that the court be-
ing once about to remove on a Monday from White-
hall to Theobalds, the carts were sent through the
city the day before in service time, with much noise

and
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end clatter. The lord-mayor. caused them to be
stopped, equally to the indignation and astonishment
of the officers who attended them, by whom an angry
representation was carried to the king of the indig-
nity which had been put upon them.. James was
much enraged, and swore he thought there had
been no more kingsin England than himself:, how-
ever, after a pause, he condescended to order a re-
gular warrant to be sent to the lord-mayor for the
release of the carts: the magistrate immediately
complied, with this remark:  While it was in my
power I did my duty; but that being taken away by
a higher power, it is my duty to obey.” The king
was struck with the answer, and, on second thoughts
thanked the lord-mayor for his conduct®.

Oneof thefewremainingincidentsof the year 1617
was the arrival of a Russian embassy, which afforded
matter both of admiration and amusement to the king
and the inhabitants of London. Sir John Finett is
the narrator of the particulars of its reception.

On the day of audience, the ambassador with his
two assistants proceeded to court from their quar-
ters in the city, all their servants of less esteem
marching on foot before them, “the rest in coaches
provided by the merchants, each of those on foot
carrying before them with ostentation to-open view
some parcel of the various present sent to his majesty
from the emperor. This consisted of sable furs,
black foxes, ermines, hawks, with their hoods and

 Wilson, p. 106.
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mantles covefiug their backs and wings, all em-
broidered with gold and pearl; two lining sables,
a Persian dagger and knife set with stones and
pearls, two rich cloth of gold Persian horse-cloths,
a Persian kettle-drum to lure hawks with, &c. Be-
sides-many sables and black fox furs sent the king
from three of the principal nobles of the emperor’s
court, and besides some presented to his majesty
from the ambassador and the chancellor. The queen
and prince had likewise their several presents of furs
from all these mentioned, altogether esteemed worth
4,000!. sterling.” On their arrival, they were re-
ceived and ushered into the king’s presence in the
banqueting-house with alldue ceremonies ; but, “be-
ing entered the room, the exceeding press of people
so hindered their profound superstitious reverences,
or rather adorations, (as stooping and knocking their
foreheads against the ground,)intended to have been
thrice, but by that hindrance only once, and that
close to his majesty, performed by them, as it turned
much to their discountenance and discontent.” To
repair this misfortune, the bearers of the present,
about fifty in number, were afterwards marched one
by one along the privy gallery, where his majesty
might at his leisure, in his return, take better view:
of what the press had before hindered.”

{ 'These ambassadors were again conducted to court
some time afterwards, to receive audience of the
king, to transact business with the council, and after-
wards-to dine -with his majesty ; when several per-
plexing accidents occurred which are faithfully re-

VOL. I1. G i corded



82

corded by the master of the ceremonies. Theking’s
coach not being sent for their conveyance in due
time, lord Delaware was not in waiting at the court
gate to receive them on their arrival; “so as the
ambassadors, punctilious in their reception, made a
stand against the court gate; but at last, against
their ceremonious stomachs, went on as far as the
midst of that first court, where they were met by the
said lord.” But the king was now gone to chapel,
the ambassadors were obliged to wait an hour for
his return, and there was then no time to do busi-
ness with the council before dinner. Being asked
whether they would do business after dinner, they
excused themselves, saying, they hoped his majesty
would allow them to take their wine, which could
not be if they must meet the council afterwards.
Yetit was a rule in their country, that they must
always “seethe prince’s eyes”’ on the day on which
they met his council. T'o humor them in this point,
James was obliged to admit them to his presence
the next day, on their way to the council*.  Thus
oriental were at this period the manners of the semi-
barbarous Muscovy !

A few months afterwards, fresh astonishment was
excited by the arrival and behaviour of a Turkish
chiaux, whose expenses were defrayed by the Turkey
company, now a considerable and opulent body.
““He had within few days after,” says Finett, “ his
public audience of his majesty in the banqueting-

® Finetti Philoxenis, p. 38 et seq.
p. house,
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house, purposely hung for him with rich hangings,
where his majesty touched one of his followers, said
to be his son, for cure of the king’s evil, using at it
the accustomed ceremony of signing with the cross,
but no prayers before or after?.”

In the autumn of this year, the country was de-
prived by death of sir Ralph Winwood, principal
secretary of state, a man of severe temper and un-
gracious mauners, but an able, and apparently an
upright minister, and a strenuous opponent of the
Spanish faction. Sir Ralph was the grandson of
Lewis Winwood secretary to Charles Brandon duke
of Suffolk. Hereceived his education at St: John’s
college Oxford, was elected probationer-fellow of
Magdalen college in 1582, and continuing appa-
rently to reside at the university, was junior proctor
in 1592, and two years afterwards supplicated to be
admitted a doctor of civil law. He then proceeded
to accomplish himself by travel, and in 1599 he
attended that able and honorable statesman sir
Henry Nevil as secretary in his embassy to France.
He afterwards remained some time in that country
as resident, and was subsequently appointed ambas-
sador to the United States, in which post he con-
tinued during several eventful years. The extra-
ordinary zeal with which he fulfilled the instructions
of his master in his absurd and disgraceful applica-
tions for the dismissal and persecution of Vorstius,
appears to have sprung in part from his personal

* Finetti Philox. p. 58.
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attachment to the doctrines of Calvinism; an attach-
ment which seems to have procured for him ithe
friendship of archbishop Abbot. At the negotiations
for a truce between Spain and the United States, he
assisted as joint-commissioner for the king of Great
Britain; and on the completion of this important
business he obtained his recall. =By the interest of
the earl of Somerset, which he probably purchased,
Winwood was appointed secretary of state in 1614;
sir, Thomas Lake being nominated his coadjutor
some time afterwards. In this situation, the embar-
rassments of the government and the grievances of
the country forced themselves upon his daily notice
and filled his mind with melancholy bodings.. To
his friend sir Thomas Edmonds, then ambassador
in France, he appears to have opened his heart
without reserve on these subjects : ““Iam ashamed,”
says he on one occasion, ‘“to write what is the ex-
tremity of our penury; for which my grief is the
greater, because, I profess, I see no remedy or re-
lief2>  The remarks of Edmonds were equally de-
sponding. Such were the observations confidentially
communicated to each other by the public servants
of king James, who witnessed with indignation, pro-
fusion in the prince and rapacity in his minions
which no efforts of theirs could regulate or control;
and who beheld with alarm the daily aggravation
of popular grievances under a system which excluded
the only constitutional mode of redress, the assem-

-y
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bling ‘of a parliament! Winwood’s friendship for
sir Edward Coke and his hostility to Bacon have
been ‘already ‘noticed; both may be regarded as
tokens of an attachment to the ancient liberties of
his country which was likely to draw upon him the
displeasure of his sovereign, and which ought to
secure to his memory the respect of posterity.

The valuable and able dispatches of sir Ralph
Winwood during his employment in Holland, may
be read in the ‘“Memorials* which bear his name;
and numerous extracts from his correspondence, as
secretary of state, with sir Thomas Edmonds, have

been given to the world in the ““Negotiations ™ of
Dr. Birch.

CHAPTER



CHAPTER XVILI.
1618.

Liberation of Raleigh.—Occurrences during his imprison-
ment.—Ilis expedition to Guiana.—Return,—imprison-
ment,—degth.—King’s antipathy to young Raleigh.—De-
claration by authority of the motives for putting Raleigh
o death.—Proof that he was sacrificed to Spuain.—Reform
of the royal expenditure.—Condemnation of the lord trea-
surer for corruption.

ATTER a tedious imprisonment of more than
twelve years, the ill-treated Raleigh had obtained in
an evil hour the liberty which he had so long soli-
cited in vain; and it now becomes necessary to re-
sume the thread of his disastrous story.

Nothing in the whole life of this illustrious person
reflects so much true glory on his memory as the
manner in which he had occupied his time and his
thoughts during the long period of his involuntary
seclusion from the world.

¢¢ Then active still and unrestrained, his mind
Explored the long extent of ages past,
And with his prison-hours enriched the world.”

That admirable work, the period and circum-
stances of the writer considered, the  History of the
world,” and several occasional pieces, were the valu-
able ‘products of this season of adversity : he also
found spirits for the pursuits of chemistry and me-
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dicine, sciences which had long shared his attention,
and the former of which he had the advantage of
cultivating in common with his fellow prisoner the
earl of Northumberland and the little group of natu-
ral philosophers whom this nobleman was permitted
to assemble around him within the precincts of the
Tower. The fortitude which in such a situation
rendered Raleigh complete master of the excellent
abilities with which nature had endowed him, appears
the more admirable from the peculiar cruelty of a
fortune which seemed never weary of pursuing him
with fresh injuries and disappointments.

It has been mentioned, that at the time of Raleigh’s
conviction, the property of Sherborne castle, his
principal estate, had been preserved to his heirs by a
conveyance of it to his eldest son, which had been ex-
ecuted under the former reign. After his attainder,
also, the king had been pleased to grant him his life-
interest in it : pecuniary distress therefore, and the
ruin of his family, were not at first added to the
weight of his afflictions. But two or three years
afterwards, the rapacious scrutiny of some of the
courtiers had discovered a flaw in this conveyance,
and chief-justice Popham, the same judge who pre-
sided at Raleigh’s trial and sanctioned all its atroci-
ous iniquity, gave it as his judgement that the instru-
ment was bad in law, though the error was nothing
more than the accidental omission of a word by the
transeriber. Carr, then in the plenitude of his favour
and insolence, petitioned the king to. grant him
this estate, the only remaining support of a wretched

prisoner,
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prisoner, and the bread of his unhappy children; and
Ralelgh as a last resource was induced, to address to
the unfeelmm minion the following letter of eloquent
expostulatlon , ;

[ Sir,—After some great losses and many years
sorrows, (of both whlch I have cause to fear I was
mistaken in the end,) it is come to my knowledge
that yourself, whom I know not but by an honorable
fame, hath been persuaded to give me and mine our
last fatal blow, by obtaining from his majesty the in-
heritance of my children and. nephews, lost in the
law for want of a word., This done, there remaineth
uothing with me but the name of life, despoiled of
all else but the title and sorrow thereof. His majesty,
whom I never offended, (for I hold it unnatural and
unmanlike to hate goodness,)stayed me at the grave’s
brink ; not, as I hope, that he thought me worthy
of many deaths, and to behold all mine cast out of
the world with myself, but as a king who, judging
the poor in truth, hath received a promise from God
that his throne shall be established for ever.

 And for yourself, sir, seeing your fair day is but
now in the dawn, and mine drawn to the evening,
your own virtues and the king’s grace assuring you
of many favors and much honor Ibeseech you not
to begin your first building upon the ruins of the in-
nocent ; and that their sorrows, with mine, may not
attend your first plantation. 1have been ever bound
to your nation, as well for many other graces, as for
the true report of my trial to the king’s majesty :
against whom had I been found malignant, the

hearing



89

hearing of my cause would not have changed ene-
mies into friends, malice into compassion, and the
minds of the greater number then present into the
commiseration of mine estate. It is not the nature
of foul treason to beget such fair passions. Neither
could it agree with the duty and love of faithful sub-
jects, especially of your nation, to bewail his over-
throw. who 'had conspired against their most natural
and hiberal lord. 1 therefore trust, sir, that you will
not be the first that shall kill us outright, cut down
the tree with the fruit, and undergo the curse of them
that enter the fields of the fatherless. Which, if it
please you to know the truth, is far less in value than
in fame. But that so worthy a gentleman as your-
self will rather bind us to you, (being, sir, gentlemen
not base in birth and alliance that have interest there-
in,) 'and myself, with my uttermost thankfulness will
ever remain ready to obey your commands.
“ WarTer Rareign.”
It will readily be conceived, that to him who could
need such a remonstrance it would be addressed in
vain : Carr persevered in his suit, and obtained it at
the hands of a prince regardless alike of justice and
of mercy when compliance with his favorites was in
question. Lady Raleigh, who kneeled with her
children at the king’s feet to deprecate the meditated
injury, received no other answer from this vicege-
rent of the deity, as he was pleased to style himself,
than the following words, ““Imun ha’ the land, I
mun ha’ it for Carr ;> and the spoliation was com-
pleted ; the king granting to lady Raleigh and her
son
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son a miserable sum of 8,000/ under the name of
compensation. Prince Henry, the warmest admirer
and best friend of Raleigh in his adversity, seems to
have witnessed with violent indignation this new
act of iniquity, perpetrated by a man whom he hated;
and some time after he begged, or rather demanded,
that Sherborne should be bestowed on himself. The
king, who disliked, and perhaps dreaded, to oppose
him in wishes thus expressed, at length consented ;
and bought back his grant to Carr for 25,000(. It
is not doubted that it was the purpose of Henry to
restore his acquisition to the rightful owner; but his
lamented death almost immediately afterwards, pre-
cluded the performance of this act of justice, and
Sherborne was again bestowed by the monarch on
his rapacious favorite.

The loss of his princely patron almost over-
whelmed the long tried fortitude of Raleigh. To
cultivate the esteem and conciliate the affections of
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