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Abstract

This article discusses recent developments in the field of Scottish relations with
Europe in the early modern period. It does so in two sections; firstly by précising
some of the important scholarship conducted in this field over the last decade. This
has revealed in greater depth the important military, diplomatic and commercial
links one small Atlantic nation had with her European neighbours. The second
section of the article flags up the biggest single omission in the field of Scottish
migration by looking to Scotland’s closest neighbour (and the only European country
with which she shares a land border), England. It reflects on the few previous
endeavours that have contemplated this field; postulates why the field remains largely
untilled and concludes with an assessment of where England might fit in comparison
to those locations that have benefited from sustained scholarly attention.

If you ask the ‘average’ Scot on the street about which European nations
Scotland had historical links to you would get a mixed bag of answers.
A few might know of early relations with the Dutch or Scandinavians,
depending on where in Scotland they live, while many are aware on some
level of the Auld Alliance with France. Some scholars still invoke the memory
of this relationship in their work; ‘Vive la France! Vive l’Ecosse! Vive la Vieille
Alliance!’, as Billy Kay and Cailean Maclean ended their book on the
Franco-Scottish wine trade.1 Popular histories usually wish to promote good
relations between countries by highlighting positive aspects of the past, often
conveniently forgetting ‘troubled’ moments.2 For example, during the early
modern period, the Scottish nation underwent a number of confessional
and political changes that saw her develop from an independent Catholic
nation in 1559 to being a strongly Calvinist component of the new British
state by 1707. Confessional realignment was accompanied by a political shift
away from the traditional political axis of the Auld Alliance that had linked
Scotland and France together over a number of centuries in the pre-
Reformation era. After 1560, England became a focus of increased Scottish
diplomatic attention as the two countries drew closer through the deepening
Protestantism of both nations and blood ties of the royal houses of Tudor
and Stuart. Intermittently thereafter, Denmark-Norway, Sweden and the
Dutch Republic were courted as allies by the prevailing Scottish authorities.3

The general awareness of the importance of international support by foreign
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potentates ensured that many European governments were kept abreast of
Scottish affairs, just as they were in those cities, states and kingdoms which
became increasingly hostile to Presbyterian Scotland over time, for example
Spain and the Austrian Habsburg territories during the Thirty Years’ War
(1618–48).4

The evolution of Scottish networks and communities in Europe mirrored
these processes to some degree and their development has received renewed
attention in the first few years of the new millennium.5 This scholarship
draws on an older tradition that spans the twentieth century and has attracted
our gaze to a variety of locations with which Scotland, or at least some Scots,
had contact in the early modern period.6 Through this literature we are
often reminded of familiar contacts such as the Franco-Scottish Auld Alliance,
albeit in a context limited to either the military, religious and political
spheres, rather than the commercial realities and cultural consequences of
the relationship which remain somewhat understudied in existing literature.7

Scottish military participation in France was reduced, after 1560, to the
service of a small body of around 100 soldiers in the Guard Écossais who
represented a symbolic reminder of the association that had existed
previously.8 A larger force of at least 1500 men was recruited in 1589 by
James Colville of Easter Wemys for the service of Henry IV, though reports
from the same year indicate that the French had permission to take as many
as 3000 out of the country.9 Even greater numbers of Scots, Calvinists and
Catholics alike, enlisted in French service during the 1630s and 1640s as
part of the ongoing European conflict – orchestrated largely against the
aggrandisement of Habsburg hegemony.10 This, in turn, sowed the seeds for
later and larger Scottish military participation in France under Louis XIV
(particularly after 1689), albeit the Scottish Jacobite refugees there never
really attained the standing or reputation of their Irish counterparts in France,
or other Scots elsewhere, particularly in the northern protestant states.11

A Background to Scottish-Scandinavian Relations

The strong associations between Scotland and ‘the North’ (Norden) can really
be said to have begun in the mid-fifteenth century. Margaret, daughter of
Christian I of the Kalmar Union (the three united Scandinavian kingdoms
of Denmark, Sweden and Norway), became the queen of James III in July
1469.12 Among other things, the marriage also saw the transfer of the Orkney
and Shetland islands to the Scottish Crown (from the kingdom of Norway)
as a pledge for the four-fifths of Margaret’s dowry that remained unpaid.
The Scottish-Scandinavian pact that resulted from the marriage treaty was
eventually expanded thirty years later to include France through the
re-confirmation of the Treaty of Denmark (1499), which also made provision
for the re-confirmation of the Franco-Scottish Auld Alliance.13 After 1521,
however, Scandinavia entered a period of domestic turmoil, ending with
Gustav Vasa establishing himself as king of an independent Sweden and
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Frederik I ruling over the rump of the Kalmar Union, the united kingdoms
of Denmark-Norway. The success of the Reformation in Scotland in 1560,
and the accession of the staunchly protestant Danish monarch Frederik II
meant that, in Scottish eyes, Denmark-Norway was considered worth
pursuing as an ally once again, though the likes of Sir James Colville still
favoured a renewed alliance with France.14

Negotiations for an improved relationship with Copenhagen were
accompanied by discussion of a dynastic alliance. This came to fruition when
Princess Anna of Denmark married James VI in Oslo in 1589.15 The royal
couple returned to Scotland on 1 May 1590 and an alliance was established
that came to carry equal significance to all the Stuart kingdoms after the
Union of Crowns in 1603.16 The dynastic union in Britain saw Scotland’s
pre-existing alliance with Denmark dictating the foreign policy of the three
Stuart kingdoms until the mid-1640s.17 Furthermore the Scottish monarch
insisted that the English war with Spain was brought to a close in 1604 and
ensured that a new ‘British’ treaty with France was drawn up in 1605. The
marriage of James’s daughter Elizabeth to Frederick V of the Palatinate,
in 1613, added a German dimension to British politics. When Frederick
accepted the throne of Bohemia and made Elizabeth a queen, the whole of
Europe became embroiled to various degrees in the Thirty Years’ War.18

This war brought Scotland and Europe, but particularly Northern Europe,
into even closer diplomatic contact, alliance and sometimes conflict. From
a Scandinavian perspective, the ensuing military connections were built on
pretty solid foundations, not only within the officially allied kingdom of
Denmark-Norway, but also with the rising power of the north, Sweden. This
evolved into what Alexia Grosjean has eruditely argued effectively resulted
in a parallel, but ‘unofficial alliance’ between Scotland and Sweden.19

Seventeenth-Century Military Migrations

In the 1570s, 1600 Scots were levied for Sweden after which a regular and
unbroken stream of companies and regiments enlisted into Swedish-Vasa
service.20 The ever-growing Scottish presence in Sweden was complicated
by the re-establishment of the Scottish-Danish alliance in 1589, for that
treaty stipulated mutual support in all wars. The presence of so many Scots
in Sweden led to the likelihood of Scots facing each other in opposing armies
during the Kalmar War (1611–13) – privately enlisted soldiers in Sweden
standing against an official Scottish/English force sent by their own sovereign
to Denmark. Clever diplomacy by James averted conflict between these
two groups after his ambassador, Sir Robert Anstruther, clarified the danger
to him.21 Additional clauses were then added to all warrants for private
military contractors in Scotland allowing them only to recruit for, and serve
in, armies which were not hostile to the Stuarts or their allies.

Throughout this period, a constant recipient nation of Scottish soldiers
was the Dutch Republic. It maintained a force of 3000 Scots, divided into
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three regiments collectively called the Scots Brigade.22 However, it was not
such longstanding military formations that facilitated the mass migration
of Scottish fighting men to the continent in the seventeenth century. That
was another event, the repercussions of which were of European-wide
significance. When Frederick the Elector Palatine accepted the throne of
Bohemia in 1619, in defiance of the soon-to-be Habsburg emperor,
Ferdinand II, war ensued.23 The first Scot to join the Bohemian army was
the Catholic Sir Andrew Gray, who recruited 1500 Scots and 1000
Englishmen in 1620. They fought alongside Colonel James Seaton’s Scottish
regiment of 1000 men, which had been ‘borrowed’ from the Dutch Republic
by James VI. The Bohemian army collapsed under the Imperial offensive
at White Mountain in November 1620. Nonetheless, Seaton held the
Bohemian town of Trebon until 1622, nearly eighteen months after the rest
of the army had disintegrated.24 Gray recruited in Scotland again in 1624
and eventually led 4000 Scots in an army of 12,000 Britons to serve in Count
Mansfeld’s private army. Over 6000 of these men died en route to Bohemia,
more died after the destruction of Mansfeld’s forces in 1626, and the few
survivors joined the Scandinavian armies.25

Because of what was perceived to be English ineptitude in the raising of
Mansfeld’s troops, the Scottish nobility thereafter opted to levy and supply
forces which were to serve under Christian IV of Denmark-Norway, who
entered the war against the Habsburgs in 1625.26 By March 1627, some
13,500 Scots had enlisted in Christian’s army. The impact of this influx of
Scottish commanders in the Danish-Norwegian army was even more
significant than the total number of Scots serving. Between 1625 and 1629,
over 300 Scottish officers joined the army of Christian IV, outnumbering
Danish officers by three to one. Twenty-five held the rank of major or
above while two became generals: Robert Scott, and Robert Maxwell, the
earl of Nithsdale.27 Ultimately, the chaotic efforts of the Danish-Norwegian
army against Emperor Ferdinand came to nought and Christian IV retired
from the war in 1629 through the Treaty of Lübeck. This paved the way
for Swedish intervention and many of the remaining Scots in Christian’s
service were cashiered and transferred to the army of Gustav II Adolf.

Along with those who had already enlisted in anticipation of King Gustav
II Adolf ’s entry into the war, these new recruits brought the total of Scots
in Swedish service by late 1630 to around 12,000. By the war’s end in 1648,
some 30,000 had fought in Germany on behalf of Sweden. Of the 3262
officers at the disposal of Gustav Adolf in 1632, over 410 (one in eight) were
Scots. Between 1624 and 1660 the Scots produced eight field marshals and
generals, over 70 colonels and 50 lieutenant colonels, providing an officer
corps that the Swedes themselves found hard to match.28 Recruiting for
Sweden continued right through until the supply of soldiers dried up in
1638. This was due to growing tensions in Scotland between the Stuart
monarchy and the Covenanters, who began to build their own army to fight
the forces of Charles I. Tens of thousands of Scots had fought against the
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armies of the Catholic Habsburgs and their allies for years. They did not
want to see their endeavours on behalf of ‘the Protestant cause’ abroad
overturned at home by Charles foisting what they viewed as crypto-Catholic
Anglican uniformity upon the Scottish Presbyterian Kirk.29 After the failure
of a royalist rising in the middle of the 1640s, individual officers travelled
across Europe with commissions from the king. They sought enlistment in
countries friendly to the Stuart monarchy where they could await the better
fortune of their king at home. This led to some regiments, such as the
Bergenhus in Norway, being commanded by a Scottish royalist officer cadre
overseeing indigenous Norwegian troops.30

Soon after the Treaty of Westphalia brought the Thirty Years’ War to
an official end in 1648, the Scottish units in French service were merged as
the Régiment de Douglas.31 The Cromwellian conquest of Scotland in 1651
made it hard for many to return home and significant numbers of refugee
Scottish soldiers remained abroad. By the 1650s it was not just royalists who
found themselves in this position. Scots of all persuasions looked to escape
the ‘Cromwellian usurpation’, and indeed the option of foreign-service over
imprisonment was offered by the English authorities to those Scots still in
arms as an enticement to end their uprising. So it was that another Scandina-
vian enlistment occurred in 1655–56, when Lord Cranstoun and William
Vavasour each led 2000-strong regiments to Sweden.32 These were really
the last significant group to leave before the political upheavals of 1689,
albeit the Scots Brigade in the Dutch Republic remained at full strength.
There were also some individuals who put themselves up for hire to whoever
would pay them. Thus high-profile individuals like General Patrick Gordon
in Russia, or colonels John Mollison and Andrew Melvill serving under the
Duke of Lüneburg-Celle, became internationally famous for military service
that was anything but aligned to the policies of their government or her allies.33

That said, a significant military migration occurred after William of Orange
gained the ‘vacant’ Scottish throne in 1689, leading to an exodus of Stuart
supporters ( Jacobites) to the continent. They enlisted in armies as far apart
as Russia, Sweden, France and Spain.34 However, despite the presence of
several hundred Jacobite officers in eighteenth-century Europe following
the failed Jacobite risings, the age of mass enlistment to non-British armies
had all but ceased. True, a few independents still appeared in various armies
motivated either by politics or money. However, after the British
Parliamentary Union of 1707, the majority of Scottish servicemen fought
across the globe as part of the British army. It was fitting that the last regular
Scottish military force in continental Europe was one of the first established,
the Scots Brigade, finally ‘nationalised’ as a Dutch regiment in 1782.35

Commercial Migrations

The service of Scottish soldiers, particularly in the Thirty Years’War, tends
to dominate discussions of the movement of Scots abroad in the seventeenth
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century, overshadowing the role of migrant Scots in commercial activities.
The ‘packman’ (pedlar) was historically linked to the Scottish martial
tradition: stories portraying them picking up weapons to fight at the first
opportunity became common in Poland-Lithuania and Prussia.36 Packmen
were only part of a much more complex mercantile hierarchy.They tended
to work for travelling merchants who in turn were employed by larger
syndicates. These sent their merchant factors to a specific location where
they bought and sold their goods. These merchants and entrepreneurs
employed packmen who stocked up from factories and warehouses in
established towns and also employed apprentices and servants. Scottish
packmen tended to work from private houses and did business on credit or
in exchange for farm produce and raw materials. With fewer overheads and
greater freedom of movement than native merchants, the Scots could sell
the same goods as their competitors but at a cheaper rate. Due to such
practices, laws were passed in numerous locations to try to redress the balance
in favour of local shopkeepers. Denmark was one of several places forbidding
Scottish merchants from sending their servants into the countryside to hawk
their wares and barring them from benefiting from municipal rights unless
they could prove they were residents.37 Duke Albrecht of Brandenburg
issued a similar edict in Prussia in 1558. This was followed by a ban on Scots
peddling their wares in the Polish countryside in 1566. In Norway in 1607,
the Bakers’ Guild of Bergen sought and received guarantees that Scots sailors
could sell bread only in the market. This was confirmed in the 1620s with
the addition that they were not allowed to become itinerant pedlars.
Poland-Lithuania also introduced legislation against the Scots at the end of
the sixteenth century.38 The sheer quantity of immigrants placed tensions
on the relations between the Scots and their host communities, eventually
leading to action by Sigismund III in 1594 designed to curb the influx.
Several estimates reported the presence of some 30,000 Scottish families
within the Commonwealth around 1621 with the number rising to 50,000
by the middle of the century.39 Regardless of the truth of such figures – and
they are certainly worthy of healthy scepticism – belief in their accuracy
caused uproar among indigenous traders.40 Was the resulting legislation
designed to address this plague of Scots, or is it more likely that Thomas
Fischer was correct when he postulated that it demonstrated an ‘inability to
withstand a sudden, keen competition of trade’?41 Although King James
appears to have supported attempts to curb the flow of pedlars to Europe,
he probably understood well the benefits to the Scottish economy of allowing
them to go. It both rid him of the problem of a redundant population and
allowed his subjects to accumulate mercantile expertise. While the stereotype
of the Scottish pedlar remains strong, there is a growing understanding that
the packmen themselves were only one cog in a much larger and more
sophisticated machine of Scottish commercial activity on the continent.42

Scottish pedlars formed an important interface between Britain and the
Baltic. They not only managed to bring Scottish goods to market (often
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cloth products, hats, gloves and linen), but they also served as intermediaries
between those involved in cottage industries and the wealthier Scottish
merchant, both at home and abroad. They in turn were employed by the
merchants to take more refined goods back to the Scottish market.43 The
choices of destination were not random. Scottish pedlars, apprentices and
merchants were attracted to locations where their countrymen had already
settled or had some knowledge of favourable conditions awaiting them.
Once successfully located, they would repeat the process, inviting friends
to join them and establishing migration chains.44 Over time, this process
could be boosted as the number of well-heeled merchants, burgesses,
councillors and other Scots of high station within the host societies
grew. They were helped by British governmental insistence on the plantation
of thousands of Scots in Ulster after 1609 which many used simply as a
gateway to richer pastures throughout Ireland.45 Other new destinations
included the American colonies, albeit numbers were far smaller than to
Ireland, and only a fraction of those who went to the more traditional
destinations in the Baltic region (or perhaps even to the south of Europe
too) – at least until well into the eighteenth century.46

There were several reasons for the continued flow of people and goods
to northern European destinations throughout the early modern period. In
the Baltic, for example, the Scots did not establish a mercantile monopoly
like the English Eastland Company, or Muscovy Company. This lack of
formal companies proved to be advantageous to the Scots in the long run
because, with no company to restrict their exports to any one port, Scottish
traders simply went wherever markets were best, often to the annoyance of
their competitors. Irritating or not, the Scottish merchants in Elbing and
Danzig have been singled out for their important role in facilitating Sweden’s
mercantile growth, as well as that between Britain and the Baltic.47 Part of
their success lay in their willingness to exploit both the networks that had
brought them out of Scotland and to develop new ones through integration
into host societies. This was not an option for those involved with mercantile
monopolies.48 Thus, when the Eastland Company lost many of its trading
privileges in Elbing in 1626, Scottish merchants unattached to the company
were unaffected, particularly the family of Charles Ramsay who had taken
citizenship in the city in 1614.49 When the merchant Robert Jollie exported
goods from Scotland to Hamburg in 1683, he was initially impeded from
selling them because he was not a member of the English Company of
Merchant Adventurers there. The Hamburg authorities argued that he was
therefore in breach of an article between the city and the English
Company. As Jollie pointed out, that was an agreement between the city
and the subjects of the king of England and thus did not apply to Scots who
were not bound by that contract.50 This argument was accepted and he
continued to trade to and from the city with Scottish goods into the
eighteenth century.
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While Jollie opted to pursue his independent mercantile activities, Charles
Ramsay was more typical of a merchant class happy to settle and take
citizenship abroad. Many settled across the German-speaking Baltic coast
from Pomerania to East Prussia, though trying to gauge numbers is fraught
with problems. However, for the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, specific
figures are available: 5969 settled Scottish merchants have been identified,
with some 500 of those in Danzig.51 Some of them were decommissioned
soldiers: several merchants found in Thorn in Prussia after 1659 were former
soldiers of Lord Cranstoun’s Scottish regiment who had held the town for
Sweden throughout the siege of 1657–58 – men like William and James
Fraser.52 Equally important were the large Scottish communities in Lithuania,
particularly the sizeable Calvinist one established in the ‘private’ town of
KFdainiai.53 Many of the Scots within the Commonwealth formed themselves
into brotherhoods and societies which had seats in Danzig, Lublin and about
a dozen locations throughout Poland. These were frequently used to conceal
illegal Scottish immigrants who traded in the towns, thus bolstering the
Scottish population.54

In many places there was less need for stealth. Under the terms of the
Stuart-Oldenburg marriage alliance of 1589, Scots theoretically enjoyed the
same status as Danes and Norwegians in those countries while Danes and
Norwegians would gain similar rights in Scotland. Norway sustained
numerous Scottish communities engaged in the timber trade around
Stavanger, Bergen and Trondheim. So important was the timber trade that
in Norway it is still called Skottehandelen (the Scottish trade) while the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries are known as the Skottetiden (Scottish
period) of Norwegian history.55The importance of Norway to Scottish trade
becomes apparent when one considers that some 150 Scots became burgesses
in Bergen alone between 1600 and 1660. These burgesses were only one
strand of the Norwegian settlement. For instance, some 20 Scottish families
moved into Finnmark to take advantage of the patronage of the Scottish
governor, John Cunningham.56 Another group in the employ of the
Dutch-based Scot, Sir William Davidson, operated the iron works at
Mostadmark near Trondheim.57 While the majority of Scots settled in
Norway, significant communities also evolved at Elsinore and Copenhagen,
with a scattering of Scottish merchants throughout the rest of Denmark
mostly engaged in the ‘carrier trade’ in the Baltic Sea.58

Across the Sound in Sweden, the situation regarding citizenship was less
formalised. Despite the passing of the Handelsordination (Decree of Trade)
in 1607 limiting non-burgess traders to an 8-week period of activity in
Sweden per annum, in 1638 it was revealed that 70 merchants had
undertaken trade for as long as 12 years without becoming burgesses.59 Many
of these retained strong links with their families in Scotland. Patrick Lyall
sourced £3000 sterling worth of naval supplies in Sweden for the British
Admiralty. There was a delay in receiving payment and an action brought
between him and the Royal Navy captain, John Strachan. Of great interest
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is Lyall’s assertion that delay in payment had led to people drawing more
on his uncle, Arthur Lyall, than he had cash to hand and this would cost
him future commissions from ‘four other uncles in Stockholm’.60 Such men
also provided contacts within Swedish society for transient Scottish
merchants.

For the numerous Scots who opted to become citizens of Swedish towns,
their choice proved advantageous. The best-known group are those in the
fledgling city of Gothenburg, where about 50 Scottish merchants and their
families established themselves between its foundation in 1621 and the end
of the century. Two seats on the city council were reserved for members
of the Scottish nation.61 However, while this Scottish-Swedish centre of
population is well-known, the Stockholm community was of longer standing
and even more considerable, with over 100 identifiable Scottish merchants
working from the city throughout the century. Among these were numerous
members of the Swedish nobility, Stockholm city council, Swedish state
council and the Swedish parliament, thus their importance was not only the
size of the community, but the influence its members wielded.62 Scots did
not confine themselves to simply trading commodities, but many became
involved in the production of goods such as cloth and iron within Sweden.
In the later seventeenth century some twenty Scottish families owned no
less than 45 Swedish foundries and forges giving them a significant slice of
the Swedish iron industry. They established networks to ensure that their
valuable commodity reached their countrymen and partners within Sweden,
Scotland and in third locations such as the Dutch Republic and England.63

Influential Scottish entrepreneurs also resided at Riga, Narva and other
places under Swedish control, gaining citizenship and becoming part of
the fabric of Swedish society. They had a significant advantage over their
counterparts from England who tended to remain for a just a short time
before returning home ‘to make their proper careers’.64 Though the examples
selected to illustrate the commercial network here are chosen largely from
Scandinavia, similar structures can be traced in numerous continental cities
due to the ongoing work of Douglas Catterrall on Rotterdam and Kathrin
Zickermann on Hamburg and her neighbouring territories.65 David
Worthington continues to do excellent work investigating the presence
of Scots in Habsburg lands while doctoral work by Almut Hillebrand
(University of Greifswald) and Philipp Roessner (University of Edinburgh)
both add considerably to our understanding of Scottish communities and
networks in the north German states in the eighteenth century. Moving
towards southern Europe, Bordeaux has been the subject of an investigation
into the extent of Scottish trading and political networks within the port at
the crucial period just before and after the Treaty of Union of 1707.66

However, Calais, Paris, Rochelle, Dieppe and a host of other French ports
and cities have only recently become the focus of sustained scholarly interest
into their collective importance to Scotland through the postgraduate work
of Siobhan Talbott at the University of St Andrews. The Mediterranean
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ports, too, also supported Scottish merchants, companies and communities,
though modern scholarship into networks in these locations is yet in its infancy.

The English ‘Missing Link’

For all that there is valuable work now being undertaken into regions like
Germany, France and Italy, a glaring lacuna exists in our understanding of
Scottish migration in the early modern period. A study of the population
movement across the Anglo-Scottish border now awaits direction and
systematic scrutiny, and two pilot studies conducted by the University of
St Andrews have highlighted the wealth of material available in British
archives that could open up this field of research.67 Some early exploratory
endeavours on the subject covered a broad time-scale and lacked a clear
rational for their investigation other than to note the existence of some
prominent individuals in England.68 More recently, scholars have produced
valuable work on the ‘idea of Britain’ caused by closer Anglo-Scottish
relations. These have cogently charted the problems of trying to implement
that intellectual concept as a political reality.69 Professor Keith Brown
addressed some problems of Anglo-Scottish integration throughout the
seventeenth century, though only illustrated with respect to a small sample
of the Scottish noble and political elites.70 Justine Taylor pioneered work
on the commercial Scots in London through her scrutiny of the records of
the Royal Scottish Corporation of London.71 Important as these studies are,
the challenge for the future is not just to study the affluent Scots dwellers
in the English metropolis, but also to include the other members of the
various Scottish communities or networks across England and at all levels
of society.

The wider picture of the Scottish migrant experience in southern Britain
must examine such issues as integration, community development, and
social, commercial and cultural impacts both in England and, through return
migration and repatriation of capital, also on Scotland. The seventeenth
century is particularly apposite for this case study due to the formative
experience of British state formation between the regal and the parliamentary
unions. It is simply astounding to think that we know more about the
importance of Scots within the Lithuanian town of KFdainiai; within the
Irish and American Plantations; and in the Dutch university system, than
we do about the migration, settlement and cultural exchange between
Scotland and England in this period.72

British historical tradition is often dominated by assumptions that
widespread hostility existed between the indigenous populations of
Britain. This view is informed by the writings of a few contemporaneous
xenophobes on both sides of the border, usually at explosive periods in
history such as the British Civil Wars; views which are subsequently taken
as representative views of society as a whole. For example, in 1607, the
English House of Commons was treated to several Scotophobic outbursts
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while in 1643, the Royalist John Cleveland penned the classic poem The
Rebel Scot.73 Such polemic has been taken to represent English attitudes to
the Scots, particularly when the political focus has been on English antipathy
to the Covenanting military intervention in England, which ranged across
the political spectrum in the 1640s.74 However, a more dispassionate reading
of personal testimony such as diaries, journals and manuscript letters leaves
us with an altogether different understanding, and a more positive view, of
the Scottish migrant experience in England, even during times of conflict
between the nations. On the occasion of the First Bishops’Wars (1639), as
an army of Scottish Covenanters headed towards the English border, John
Aston recorded the following in his diary upon entering the English town
of Berwick-upon-Tweed:

[My Landlord] and his wife were very pure, and in their discourse would ever
justifie the Scotts. I believe hee was of their covenant and soe were most of the
towne. . . . They have two preachers in their towne, Mr Dury, a Scottishman,
and Mr Jemmet, an Englishman. Mr Dury, by preaching obedience to the higher
powers since the beginning of the troubles, had soe irritated his friends and
countreymen, that he durst not goe amongst them; and he was generally hated
in the towne, and rebuked as one that sought after a bishoprick.75

At a stroke Aston demolishes the orthodoxy relating to universal fears of a
Scottish invasion of England. Mr Dury is evidently a pro-Canterburian
Anglican whilst the English preacher Jemmet is clearly sympathetic to
Scottish Presbyterians. Further, Berwick-upon-Tweed evidently supported
a significant Scottish community and the citizenry of the town were kindly
disposed to them despite the prospect of an invading Scottish army. This
suggests that the traditional received view of total English loathing towards
their northern neighbours requires further scholarly attention, if only to
discover how far south such pro-Scottish sympathies had spread. The
pro-Covenanter faction in England were so well-known about in London
that the Spanish ambassadors there in 1640 reported back to their masters
that the enemy of the Stuarts included not only the Scots (Covenanters),
but also their ‘English allies’.76 Such observations are particularly pertinent
in light of recent research detailing the positive reception to Scottish
intervention in the English Civil War by several sections of English society,
at least in the opening years of the conflict and possibly as late as 1646.77

Throughout the 1650s, and notwithstanding the Cromwellian occupation
of Scotland, we find commentators discussing London-based Scots with no
hint of malice or surprise at their presence in the English capital. Samuel
Hartlib recorded the merits of Scottish brewer women in London, going
about their business at a time when the English New Model Army was
moving north to fight the Scottish Army of Covenant.78 More significantly,
even during conflict on English soil there is evidence of empathy by English
citizens and soldiery for the Scots. A perfect illustration is recorded in the
memoirs of Andrew Melvill. Wounded after the battle of Worcester in 1651,
Melvill was discovered seriously wounded lying left for dead in a ditch by
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a lady from Worcester. With the aid of her two daughters she carried him
home and took great personal risk to nurse him back to health for a period
of over three months.79These may have been Royalist sympathisers or simply
good people, but their actions once more challenge those of universal hatred
of the Scots by the English. Melvill was discovered at the house by a
Cromwellian soldier sent into the town with the explicit brief of searching
for Royalist refugees. On being discovered, his would-be captor felt pity
for Melvill’s circumstance, drank a toast of beer with him and left promising
not to give away his location; a promise which he apparently kept.80 Indeed
from this moment onwards, Melvill relates numerous other cases where
Englishmen gave him money, kept his identity secret and generally took
great risks to help him leave the country.

Such displays of kindness and empathy do much to challenge the negative
impressions that often pervade our understanding of Anglo-Scottish relations
in this turbulent time. Elsewhere in England at the same time, other Scots
simply went about their business. For example, Scottish merchants traded
from the city of London throughout the Cromwellian era – men such as
William Barton who sent goods to Aberdeen in 1653.81 A survey of Scottish
wills held in the Edinburgh Commissary Court also reveals merchants in
London such as Robert Inglis (1656) and even grocers like John Lyone
(1658), albeit they could only remain after application for a licence to do
so.82 Crucially, however, Cromwell himself counted Scots amongst his
friends, and some served as Cromwellian diplomats: John Durie worked in
both Sweden and Switzerland while William Lockhart represented the
regime as ambassador and military commander in France.83 Many Scots, like
Sir James Hope, worked hard at ensuring full Scottish participation in
republican Britain. His efforts went some way to ensuring that at least some
Scots rather than simply Englishmen sat in the Commonwealth and
Protectorate parliaments of 1656 and 1659.84 There were also large numbers
who engaged as auxiliaries in the Cromwellian military and navy; the soldiers
quite voluntarily even if the sailors had been put under the cosh.85

During the Restoration period Scottish regiments were stationed in
England and described in Andrew Marvell’s 1667 poem, The Loyal Scot, as
model Britons in stark contrast to Cleveland’s earlier work.

And Secret Joy, in his calm soul does rise,
That Monk looks on to see how Douglas Dies,
Like a glad lover, the fierce flames he meets,
And tries his first embraces in their sheets.
His shape exact, which the bright flames infold,
Like the Sun’s Statue stands of burnish’d Gold . . .
When Octa and Alcides are forgot,
Our English youth shall sing the valiant Scot.86

Additionally, huge numbers of Scots were recruited into the Royal Navy
or lodged in English ports.87 Men of humble origins, like David Mitchell,
not only rose to the rank of admiral (and there were several others) but also
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took on civic duties such as ‘Black Rod’ in the English parliament some
nine years before the 1707 Union.88

In a completely different sphere, the outward migration of Scottish
clergy to England became something of a recurring feature. This happened
particularly at times of Presbyterian ascendancy in Scotland – 1639 and
1689 – which witnessed the southward migration of several hundred
Episcopal clergy and their families.89 From May 1639 onwards, many
Episcopalians fled Scotland and sought refuge in England after the outbreak
of the Bishops’ Wars. These included Bishop Adam Bellenden of Aberdeen,
the famous ‘Aberdeen Doctors’ from the Faculty of Divinity there and the
Rev. Alexander White.90 Many of these Scottish Episcopalians remained in
England and found employment within the Anglican Church. This migration
was repeated fifty years later after the establishment of Presbyterian church
government in 1689. This event led to a significant Episcopal exodus of
over 100 clergy and even more of their supporters.91 Some, like the Rev.
David Kinloch became rector of St Stephen’s Church in Bristol,92 while still
more achieved higher office within the Church of England, including Gilbert
Burnet who became Bishop of Salisbury.93 There is a reluctance by many
historians to view Scotland as anything other than a Calvinist country with
‘Scotland: Kirk and People’ united as one.94 However, evidence suggests
that there were many Scots, such as the men just noted or Gilbert Durie in
Berwick, who had no problem integrating easily into English parishes or
bishoprics with little animosity evident towards their Scottishness.

Scots also fared well in English intellectual society; Sir Robert Moray
served as first President of the Royal Society from 6 March 1661 and lived
in London thereafter.95 Numerous Scots worked at English universities,
becoming an important part of the educational establishment. For example,
David Gregory arrived from Aberdeen and became Professor of Astronomy
at Oxford University on the recommendation of Sir Isaac Newton and once
there associated with numerous Scots including Dr Robert Gray – one of
several Scottish doctors in the city.96 Many of these men were keen to support
the lower echelons of their nation who found themselves in England. In
1665, the Scots received a

Licence to erect a hospital or workhouse at Westminster, to be called the Scottish
hospital of King Charles II, for the relief of poor articifers and orphans of that
nation, inhabiting London and Westminster, eight Scots to be governors, and
one elected master yearly.97

The Royal Corporation itself grew out of similar humanitarian sentiments.
Yet while the philanthropic work was very noble, the real purpose of these
Scots being in London was to make money.

It is thus in the field of commerce that (perhaps) the greatest impact of
Scots on English society took place. By the second half of the seventeenth
century, there were many Scots woven into the fabric of English commercial
society. In 1663, in addition to his other Dutch and Danish-Norwegian
ventures, Sir William Davidson had secured himself a position on the board
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of the Royal African Company.98 A couple of years later,Adam Lyall moved
to London and joined the Eastland Company in 1666 highlighting the
penetration of Scots into the English monopoly companies.99 The vast
collection of Scottish wills in the collection of the Edinburgh Commissary
Court not only reveal Scots in Newcastle, but also in Bristol, Hull,
Leeds, York and elsewhere. These included merchants, pedlars, jewellers,
watchmakers, tailors and a number of other professions. However, it is in
London that the bulk of Scots could be found operating. Andrew Russell’s
correspondence reveals the extent to which London-based Scots like James
Foulis, John Robertson and William Jamieson had become part of the
commercial establishment in the British metropolis.100 Foulis served as
treasurer of the Royal Scottish Corporation in London in 1674 and master
of the Corporation in 1679. In 1678 he observed that ‘if our gentry had not
beine numerous heir at present’ then the Scottish rate of exchange in England
would have declined quite seriously and well ahead of the usual annual
fluctuation.101

At the same time as Foulis rose to prominence in London, John Robertson
noted that a number of his friends in the city included prominent merchants
such as Robert Turnbull and his ‘comerad’William Lamb. After reflecting
on the company he kept in London, he comforted himself that he would
not be alone there as ‘Scotsmen shall breake off not’, i.e. they would keep
in contact.102 Two years later,William Jamieson arrived in town and observed
that there were enough of ‘our folk’ in the city to support him, albeit not
enough to find him employment.103 What we are able to draw from such
indicators are that Scots from all strata of society were present in the city.
Given the sheer size of London at the time, we cannot say that all these
groups had connections, though some inevitably did. The Scottish poor
who required relief were catered for in Scottish funded hospitals and by the
poor box of the Scottish Corporation. Certainly many of the mercantile
and noble classes probably met in church, or perhaps over a pint brewed by
one of their country-women, but much more sustained research will have
to be carried out to establish that fact. What we can say for sure is that by
the end of the century many were quite comfortable to identify themselves
as London-Scots. For example, the previously mentioned Dr Gray had a
poem dedicated to him by his friend Pitcairn under the name of ‘Roberto
Graio Scoto-Londini’ in 1690.104

This has been the briefest survey of the Scots in England intended rather
to reveal what we don’t know than what we do in comparison to the other
European destinations discussed. Until we can access, assemble and analyse
significantly more data than has been presented here, we will only have
crude assumptions as to the importance of England as a migrant destination
for Scots, or of Scots as contributors to the English economy and
society. There is progress: in 2004, Stana Nenadic at the University of
Edinburgh organised a conference on the Scots in London dealing largely
with the presence of specific individuals in the city in post-1707. Currently
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a collection of essays seeking a more comprehensive coverage of the pre-
and post-Union periods is planned by Gordon Pentland at the University
of Edinburgh in collaboration with staff at the University of St Andrews.
With the work already completed by Andrew Little, the knowledge-base
on the subject is certainly increasing. Only after such research has been
pulled together can we really contrast the results with the exciting data
already collated and published for Sweden, Poland-Lithuania, the Dutch
Republic, Germany and even Russia.105 England might well have been the
most important destination for Scottish migrants in early modern Europe,
or maybe the least, but until sustained research is conducted we will simply
never know.
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