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ETHNOGRAPHICAL MUSEUMS.

By KRISTIAN BAHNSON.

Translated from the Danish, with the author’'s additions and corrections, (to May
1888), by H. F. MorLAND SimMpsoN, M.A.2

1. General Introduction, pp. 1-5—History of the Science, pp. 5-10—
Museums of Europe reviewed, pp. 11-18.

HE idea of a general ethnographical museum was due to the
French geographer Jomard. About the close of last century

the desire for such a collection had found expression here and
there, but roused no interest.? It was not till Jomard with great
energy pointed out the importance of having a museum for the
non-historic peoples outside of Europe, that steps were taken to
realise the design. He was supported by the Geographical Com-
mission, which, under the presidency of Cuvier, was founded by
the French Ministry of Trade and Industry, and gave utterance to

1 A German translation of this article, which appeared first in the Danish
Aarbiger for Nordisk Oldtyndighed og Historie (1887), has been issued by the
learned Curator of the Kiel Museum, Friulein J. Mestorf, under the auspices of
the Anthropological Society in Vienna. [Mittheilungen der Anthrop. Gesellschaft
in Wien, vol. xviii. (vol. viii., new series).] *‘ By one of the ablest ethnographers
of the modern school, Herr. Dr. Kristian Bahnson. The subject is one that will
command the deepest interest of specialists, and its clear method of treatment
deserves the attention of the educated public.”—Note of the Editor to the
Germ. T'r.

2 Hamy : Rapport sur le développement et V'état actuel des collections ethno-
graphiques. Paris, 1880.
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9 ANTHROPOLOGY.

his scheme in a Report of Nov. 1st, 18313 Frequent travels and
scientific expeditions had fostered the study of the earth’s physical
structure, described in charts and plans. Museums of botany and
zoology illustrated the lives of plants and beasts. But the science
of Man had been left far behind. To understand human progress,
it was of the utmost importance to have a collection displaying
man in the various stages of his evolution. History does not show
us every step in the development of civilisation. Primitive peoples
have, as a rule, in their early stages, been without means to record
their life by tradition or writing; or they have only become the
subject of observation, after they had lost part of their distinctive
stamp. The study of their material remains could alone restore to us
the knowledge of those stages of culture, which history passes by
in silence. Every race, according to its needs, taste, and develop-
ment, has implements with which it seeks to overcome the obstacles
presented by nature and climate. These, taken together, offer a
picture of its industrial arts, customs, forms, and spiritual life, such
as can be drawn in no other way with the same clearness and pre-
cision. The Commission therefore, in accordance with Jomard’s
idea, proposed that a museum should be founded in Paris, to collect
the ethnographic materials ready to hand, to take every opportunity
of acquiring more,and to systematically represent the forms of culture
found among the existing non-European races. Only by establish-
ing ethnography on a firm foundation would it be possible to fill
up the gap in our knowledge of Man. It was high time for action.
Owing to intercourse with Europeans, and the steadily growing in-
tluence of a superior civilisation, the primitive races were on the
eve of losing all trace of originality. Soon it would be too late
perhaps to rescue materials important to science.

The idea was warmly welcomed by Philipp Franz von Siebold,
the only man of his day who understood—and showed practically
that he understood —the task in band. The excellent collection he
had brought home from Japan, acquired by the town of Leyden, con-
- tained everything needed for a comprehensive history of civilisation
in a special country. In his letter to Jomard* he points out dis-
tinctly how the study of the Asiatic civilisations and primitive
races had been pushed aside in the effort to unearth every trace of
Classical and West Asian antiquities. In Holland, his own country,
he had already taken steps to mend matters, adopting and improv-
ing on the idea of the French geographer: his attention had been

3 Bulletin de la Société de Géographie, 2e Série, vi., p. 92.
4 Lettre sur Vutilité des Musées Ethnographiques, Paris, 1843.
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turned to the need of following up every trace of the origin of
peoples and their early migrations, by a comparative investigation
of their customs, forms, and cult. But the plan of founding an
ethnographical museum was not realised in France for a long time.
Jomard was never weary of fighting for his darling scheme ;% but
his last published work ends with a sigh, “ qu’on ne songe gudre &
ce musée de la géographie et des voyages longtemps espéré, vaine-

ment attendu . . . bien que l'utilité en soit incontestable.”® It was
reserved for our times to produce such an institution in his native
country.

Jomard’s thought was not dead. It grew silently, and in one
place at least before the famous geographer’s death a museum had
arisen, which showed what could be done in this direction.

There was one on whom Jomard’s words and Siebold’s practical
illustration had made a strong impression. This man was Thomsen,
to whom the museums of Denmark are so deeply indebted. On
the dissolution of the Danish “ Chamber of Art” the ethnographic
objects were sifted out and exhibited in a separate group in the
new Art Museum. As early as 1839, on undertaking the manage-
ment of this muscum, Thomsen saw that “ the ethnographic section
was just the one that Denmark, as a maritime state with colonies,
ought, and could with least expense, raise to a pitch of some
pre-eminence.”” His plan was to extend the collection into a
Danish Colonial Museum. A visit to Leyden, and the influence of
Jomard ripened in him “the idea of a general ethnographic
museum, to embrace not only single, but, as far as possible, all
nations, not possessed of European culture.” Having fixed his eye
on the object to be attained, Thomsen, with that extraordinary
cnergy which marked the man, threw himself, heart and soul, into the
work of rousing the public to take an interest in it ; and this has sur-
vived him down to the present day. The museum did not develop
at a bound with gigantic additions, like many more modern collec-
tions, but grew slowly, fostered by the active and ever-ready sup--
port of the entire nation. That the Danish Ethuographical Museum
long remained the first in Europe, and, though now surpassed by
others, still holds a high place, is due chiefly to the liberality of
donors ; but to Thomsen we are indebted for raising the means and
organising the efforts needed to keep it going.

In another way Thomsen’s activity did good service to ethno-

5 See e.g., Bull. de la Soc. Géogr., 1845.

¢ Rewue Orientale et Americaine, 1862,
7 Fortale til Kataloget over det Ethn. Musewm, 1862.
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graphic museums. Not content with collecting material, his aim
was to make it instructive to the public, as well as to the specialist.
At a time when ethnographic collections were at best a mere ap-
pendage to other sections, without special significance, his genius
for classification created an independent museum, which was in his
day a model of method and order. Here was a practical solution
of the problem. An ethnographical museum was started, scientific
in its aims, striving critically to define and give to every object its
proper place and setting, to combine things that belonged to one
another into separate groups, in short, to give a picture of the vari-
ous grades of culture in their special peculiarities. Thomsen in
this showed his appreciation of what an ethnographical museum
should be, if meant to be more than a hap-hazard assortment of
what is rare and curious. Many objections can, it is true, be urged
against the plan he pursued. His arrangement into groups of cul-
tures and races was in itself imperfect and arbitrary ; but we must
remember that it was a first attempt, unaided by the experience of
others. In the rearrangement which took place after Thomsen’s
death, the old plan was abandoned, and Worsaae carried out the
simple natural arrangement according to groups of peoples, a method
of division comprehensive in effect, and strictly scientific.

Thomsen was thus the first and long the only man to carry out
in practice the conception of a general ethnographic museum. The
rest of Europe was slow to recognise the importance of such a col-
lection to our knowledge of Man.

At the time the Danish museum was founded, many places pos-
sessed considerable materials for forming similar collections. Amidst
the medley of Royal Cabinets of Art various ethnographical objects
of value had crept in, but mingled with mere curiosities, chiefly as
frightful examples of man’s savage state. Travels and expeditions
bad brought home much that had. nothing to do with the various
collections in which it lay scattered. No small quantity was owned
by private persons. Here was foundation emough to build on,
given the necessary interest; but that was wanting. A step was
gained by breaking up the cabinets of art: ethnographical objects
were sifted out and exhibited apart. But this beginning was of no
scientific importance. The collections were attached to other
scctions, and left untended and uncared for. Few showed any in-
terest in them, still fewer understood. Materials continued to grow
with gifts and occasional additions ; but no one thought of using
the opportunitics enjoyed by many places for bringing together a
comprehensive collection. Attention was at best roused only by



ETHNOGRAPHICAL MUSEUMS. 5

objects strange and curious. No one saw clearly the importance of
details seemingly unimportant and commonplace, the first necessity
for a full picture of a people’s life. Without plan, aim or effort, all
that was done was merely to make room for casual presents. No
one took the trouble to fill in the details nceded to explain and
illustrate their meaning. The materials were therefore to the last
degree confused and untrustworthy, and additions only added to
the disorder. Here and there a few private men, interested in the
science, had surpassed the public in their effcrts. Thus Klemm
and Christy founded collections, with different aims in view, but
still both bent on carrying out some fixed plan, and amassing some-
thing of real value to the history of civilisation.

Less than twenty years ago a new chapter in the history of ethno-
graphic museums begins. The newly-founded ethnological societies
and broader method of bandling the science helped to spread a wider
interest in primitive peoples. Physiologicul anthropology was no
longer the main object of study : Man, as a social being, now became
the subject of extensive research. The way was thus prepared for the
formation of ethnological collections ; but still there failed the im-
pulse needed to give them life. This came from another branch of
science, prehistoric archsology, which was just at that time win-
ning its way into general recognition, amidst the prejudices and
doubts with which it had had to struggle. Investigation of pre-
historic periods and the methods of dealing with the new problems
proved clearly that a knowledge of the primitive forms of culture,
still in existence, was necessary in order to understand remote ages,
and illustrate the development through which they had passed.
Tiie subject rose in interest, The Archeeological congresses—which
at one bound popularised a science hitherto neglected except in the
Scandinavian countries—helped to give ethnography also the much-
needed impulse. On many sides was now heard a demand for col-
lections to supply the exhaustive materials required for a complete
study of primitive peoples. The feeling began to gain ground, that
the material products of a lower civilisation were of the greatest im-
portance to the knowledge of a people’s mode of life and thought.
And this feeling found practical expression in various places. One
man deserves to be here mentioned, whose name will ever be associated
with the new era in the development of ethnographical museums,
Professor Bastian of Berlin. Beyond all others he has laboured
unceasingly by word and deed to awaken an interest for ethno-
graphy in his own country. Nowhere is the work of repairing
deficiencies pushed on with such energy as in Germany; and this
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18 due not less to his example as the indefatigable director of the
Berlin Museum, than to his earnest demand for scientific instruction
as a basis for an inductive treatment of ethnography. In both
respects his efforts have borne fruit in other countries besides.

The foundation of systematic ethnographical museums has thus,
except in Denmark, been the work of the last few decades. The
progress made is unparalleled even in the history of the Danish
museum. In all the chief countries of Europe, and in America
also, institutions have sprung up which have already done good
work. England has united its scattered collections in the newly
rearranged British Musewm, with which the Christy Collection has
also been incorporated, and in the India Museum, as well as
in the museums in Ozford and Salisbury. Holland has reorganised
its Rijks ethnographisch Museuwm in Leyden, one of the most im-
portant in Europe; and there are smaller collections in Amsterdam,
Rotterdam, and The Hague. France has founded the Musée de Tro-
cudéro in Paris, soon to be supplemented by the independent and
unique Musée Guimet, now in Lyons. In Germany, besides the
chief museum in Berlin, considerable ethnographical collections
have been founded in Hamburg, Leipzig, Dresden, and Manich,
besides many of less note. Austria has in Vienna two for ethno-
graphy, the Hof Museum and the Orientalisches Museum. In Italy
there is the important Museo preistorico ed ethnografico in Rome,
along with the collection of the Propagande, and museums in
Florence and Venice. And lastly ethnographical museums have
been formed in Christiania and Stockholm, the latter of which will
include the rich material collected by Dr. Stolpe on the voyage of
the frigate Vanadis round the world.

Everywhere the work is being actively pushed on. Besides the
general public interest felt in ethnographical studies, men have begun
to sce that they must use the time for collecting, before it is too late.
Ethnography differs from archeeology in this, its materials are not
hidden in the bosom of the earth for ages to teach the after-world
about vanished civilisations. Only a small part of the ethnographic
material survives the people to whom it belongs. Transitory in its
nature, it rapidly disappears under the transforming influence of a
new civilisation. The development of ethnographical museums is
therefore threatened with a great danger, which demands prompt
action. In the last century one primitive form of culture after
another has faded away before the advance of European civilisation.
And this process is going on now more rapidly than ever. Twenty or
thirty years ago one might have indulged the hope that time would
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bring the extension and additions so much needed : in our days it
would be folly to build on this hope of development. Every day
it is becoming more difficult to get materials. There are still some
regions uninfluenced by the culture of Europe. But they are be-
coming more and more limited. Vast districts are now quite ex-
hausted, the population having become unproductive. Others again
have lost a great part of their special characteristics. We may
certainly anticipate the time, and that soon, when information
essential to our knowledge of Man’s progress will be dried up at
the source.

The museum which neglects the present moment, debars itself
from progress. This conviction has been a constant spur to steady
efforts among collectors, past and present, throughout Europe.
Thanks to this, many regions have been saved for science, and, as
will be seen from what follows, by far the most of the groups of
races may now be studied in the very considerable materials
gathered up. This rapid success is in fact due to the great
liberality of the leading states. Museums have thus been enabled
to act with energy in every direction, to take part in expeditions
made methodically to distant quarters of the globe, to buy up large
collections, in short to follow out a fixed scheme of development.
Another great change is also of recent growth. Formerly an
ethnographical museum could often be started without much ex-
pense, given the necessary interest in the subject; and museums
had to look to donations for enlargement. Products of primitive
races were still common, and in this manner many found their way
into collections. The Copenhagen museum, due almost exclusively
to gifts, shows how much may be accomplished by a popular insti-
tution. But however valuable the support of public interest, this
alone does not suffice to maintain a collection. Ethnographic ob-
jects become rarer and more costly with increasing competition.
Donations consequently cease, and growth is checked. The museum
also is liable in this way to become hap-hazard in character, and
this lessens its value. To avoid this, to extend and supplement its
contents, above all to fulfil the demands of a guiding principle, it
must bave state aid or a regular income, as far as +say be, inde-
pendent of voluntary support. This is all the more necessary, as
the demands now made on such collections are somewhat changed.

Ethnographical museums, like all others dealing with the history
of civilisations, have a twofold task, scientific and popular ; on the
one hand to provide materials for the study of the non-European
peoples ; on the other, to be a school of instruction for the public
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at large, as an exhibition of the forms of culture through which
mankind has passed. Formerly the latter was the chief object
kept in view. The end aimed at was only to characterise a group
of peoples by its most peculiar products ; and special stress was laid
on variety. In our own times, on the other hand, most places have
striven first and foremost to make museums scientific institutions,
by collections formed to give, as far as possible, an exhaustive re-
presentation of the various stages of civilisation outside of Europe.
This requires very complete and trustworthy materials, suitable not
merely for the study of the larger groups of peoples, but of all the
chief tribes included in them. Rare and remarkable objects are by
no means first and foremost what one wishes to store up. These
are of course entitled to a place ; but the foundation must consist of
all the common, often apparently unimportant things, which mark
the grade and characterise the development reached in the several
regions. Ordinary implements used to provide the means of sub-
sistence, imperfect weapons of defence, poor and unsightly orna-
ments, the rude figures which are the objects of veneration, are as
valuable to a correct knowledge of a people’s life, as the highest
expressions of its artistic skill. They are absolutely necessary to
illustrate the circumstances in which a people lives, the various
classes of its society, its material and intellectual wants, its power
of inventing means to ends. Yet these were the very objects
rarer to find in museums than others of more artistic finish, the
travellers who brought materials home being blind to their signifi-
cance. The large collections made in the past almost all labour
under this defect. Even in Siebold’s collection, methodical as it is
in plan, and excellent as a picture of the upper classes and the arts
and industries of Japan, it is vain to search for a complete represen-
tation of the life of the masses. Collections should be comprehen-
sive, systematic, giving in every detail finished pictures of the
various groups and races of peoples. Everything that can help us
to understand some characteristic trait in the life of the individual,
the family, or society, each object which in substance, form, orna-
mentation and use, differs from the rest, has its proper place in the
collection. Only duplicates should of course be excluded, a rule
which even now is not always sufficiently observed, though im-
portant to the question of space.

Except in the case of primitive peoples, museums are not likely to
attain completeness. The sphere of natural man is so limited, his
life in general so uncomplex, that he has comparatively but little
to produce; and even to give a minute representation, the materials
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properly sifted, will not be too bulky to find room. With the
civilisations of the East it is otherwise ; here we have a very com-
plex state of society, highly developed industries and arts, and a
peculiar spiritual life, which has produced many literary works.
Fully to illustrate all this requires materials so vast and varied,
that the task is beyond the power of the ethnographical museums.
They can only sketch the chief features. Yet here too, as well as
in the case of primitive peoples, system and care are just as ne=d-
ful, to pick out what really reflects the whole people, not merely
some one class of society, or but one side of its development. The
details of the picture must be left to technical museums. It is
possible that owing to the progress of oriental studies, all collec-
tions of the Asiatic civilisations will eventually be removed from
the ethnographical museums, and exhibited apart. They have
already begun to do this in the Orientalisches Museum at Vienna,
and the India Musewm in London. But at present only the great
countries can attempt this. Others must confine themselves to
giving a picture in outline.

The apparently insuperable difficulties of solving so huge a task
as that of giving an exhaustive representation of all peoples and all
stages of culture dealt with by ethnography will hardly be felt
practically. It is not, in fact, the task of any single museum. No
collection could represent every branch of the subject with equal
fulness. Even the largest is limited in its sphere of work, just
because it cannot establish equally good connexions everywhere.
But the end aimed at may be approached by the united efforts of
all. They must, therefore, looked at from a scientific point of view,
be regarded as a great international whole, the various members of
which supplement one another. The aim of the great museums
would naturally be to supply a complete representation of as many
ethnographical sections as possible. Smaller collections, of more
modest means, are obliged to limit their operations; important
parts of the whole, just in so far as they possess sufficient, well-
attested materials for scientific treatment. They should therefore
concentrate their strength on working up single sections, such as
the colonies of their country, or regions with which the museum
happens to have formed special connexions. Besides this, they
should endeavour to produce a general representation of the rest of
the non-European peoples, the object being, not to give an exhaus-
tive exhibition, but merely a broad sketch of each race, omitting no
essential characteristic. With careful development in both direc-
tions, ethnographic museums, great and smaller, may solve their
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twofold task, within the limits imposed by circumstances. They
provide the specialist with materials for investigation, and to the
ordinary spectator exhibit the characteristic developments which
have taken place in the strange quarters of the globe.

As the sequel will show, large collections, systematically formed,
have come to Europe in recent years. The most valuable materials
are of course due to specialists, who have had opportunities for
pursuing their studies on the spot, among the peoples from whom
they drew their collections. But the main part has been brought
together by men, who, being interested in ethnology, and under-
standing its object, have been commissioned by museums, or guided
by them in their work. Travellers, who have gone forth by hun-
dreds to explore unknown regions, sailors, ambassadors, consuls,
and private men, all have worked together at the same task.
That the results are so satisfactory is certainly due in no small
degree to the elaborate instructions issued by museums and ethno-
logical societies. These not only contain directions in careful
detail, but serve to rouse attention to the acquisition of the full
explanations needed to give the materials their full value® The
older collections often suffer from the want of accurate information
as to the use and origin of their contents. It could not be other-
wise, owing to the way they have been acquired, picked up a
random in places where travellers came into contact with the
natives, or in ports only, to which the objects bad been conveyed
from the interior. Often they had passed from hand to hand, and
been acquired far from their natural home, owing to which they
have often been incorrectly described. Kven when the information
was correct, it has usually been so vague and general, that nothing
but critical investigations could sort the groups. Great systematic
collections can alone possess proper authority, special care having
been taken to note down on the spot where the objects come from
all needful explanations. Thanks to this, it is not now usually
necessary to fall back on the more or less correct communications of
occasional travellers. Many doubts as to the real origin of the objects
have now been solved, and, not the least among their services, the
new collections have removed uncertainties on this important point.

Our present intention is to give a brief account of the most
important contents to be found in the larger German, Austrian and
Italian Collections, along with the Musée Guimet in Lyons, visited
by the writer in 1885-86, on a tour undertaken at the expense of
Government. Ile has not been able to see the museums in London

8 Zeitschrift fiir Ethnologie, iv., p. 329,
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and Paris since 1882° As they have recently received large addi-
tions and alterations, and as the British Museum has since then been
rearranged, it is impossible to describe them here with any degree of
fulness or accuracy. Our review therefore will take only a passing .
glance at the French and English museums, and that of Copenhagen.

Among the collections of Germany the Ethnographic Central
Institute in Berlin holds the first place. This owed its origin to
the Art Chamber of the princely House of Brandenburg.’® As early
as the days of the great elector, Japanese weapons and other ethno-
graphical curiosities had been purchased, to which large additions
had gradually been made, as opportunity presented itself; so
that when the “ Kunstkammer” was broken up in 1856, there
was sufficient to form an ethnographic section in union with the
collection of antiquities in the Neues Museum. In course of time
this section grew considerably, partly with the produce of scientific
expeditions, partly by several large purchases. The material, how-
ever, was still in every respect extremely deficient, and the uncriti-
cal determination of the objects, and the disorder which prevailed
almost everywhere throughout the collection, rendered it of little
scientific value. Its deficiencies became apparent, when the first
scientific collection, that of Jagor, came to the museum. A model
of its kind, it showed what the science requires of its materials, and
what could be attained by systematic method. Clearly a Museum,
to fulfil the ends of its being, would have to follow the way marked
out by Jagor.

A turning-point was reached in 1876, when Prof. Bastian became
director. True to his watch-word, that we are on the very eve of a
time when it will no longer be possible to collect from primitive
peoples, he began the work on a scale so grand, that the Berlin
Museum has become the first in Europe. His extraordinary zeal, his
power of setting many forces in motion, and his own extensive
travels have brought together a huge mass of material, which will
form an essential basis for ethnographic studies. The moment for
making comprehensive collectivns was favourable for a country with
the connexions and resources possessed by Germany. Numerous
scientific expeditions have in the last ten years been despatched to
every quarter of the globe, recent attempts at colonization have ex-
tended the empire’s influence over vast regions hitherto unknown,
and the fleets of the young and vigorous naval power have sailed on

9 The writer is unacquainted with the great Museum in Leyden.
10 cf. Bastian : Vorgeschichte der Ethnologie, Berlin, 1881, p. 47, and Voss :
Zur GQeschichte der ktn. Museen in Berlin. Berlin, 1880.
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distant seas. Bastian has the merit of having turned all these re-
sources to the scientific development of the collections. The great
interest he has succeeded in awakening is shown by the formation
of the Hilfskomité (Committee of Assistance), a circle of wealthy
men, who have given the museum valuable pecuniary support and
active help, at a time of pressing need, for organising energetic work
in & variety of spheres. Many of the museum’s excellent publica-
tions have also been issued under the auspices of this committee.

For the Ethnographical and Archaological Collections a building
has been erected, which, in its practical arrangements, is a model of
museums. The collections are not yet fully arranged for inspection.
Only the American, African, and Australasian sections, with the
rich plunder of Jakobsen’s travels in Siberia, are open. The rich
materials from India will soon be on view.!! But the arrangement
of the collections from East Asia, Further India, and the Malay
Islands has only just commenced.

The museum has its special periodical, giving information of its
growth and the method of dealing with the material gathered in.!%
Besides this, several groups are the subject of a more detailed pub-
lication in the magnificently iltustrated works issued by the general
board of administration.

The rest of the German collections are grouped round Berlin as
a centre. Though they cannot compare with the chief museum in
point of universality, many of them have sections very rich in
contents.

We turn first to HAMBURG. With its extensive connexions in
trade, this town enjoys special facilities for an ethnographical collec-
tion. But these advantageswere not used till less than thirty years ago,
and then but scantily, only some few objects finding their way into
the Natural-History Museum. The present MUSEUM FGR VOLKER-
KUNDE was founded in 1877, combining the then existing materials
with the collections which the present director, Liiders, had brought
home from Peru and New Granada. Since then the museum has
grown rapidly, and now contains, besides a mass of scattered
materials, including many good specimens, an excellent selection
(700 pieces) of the MUSEUM GODEFFROY (broken up), Krause’s im-
portant collection from the Thlinkit and Tschukt Indians, and the
spoil of Fischer’s expedition to Massai. These are the most impor-
tant additions made to this museum. Unfortunately the collections

11 Since this was written the Indian section has been opened.

12 Original Mittheilungen aus der Ethnologischen Abtheilung der Kon.
Museen.
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in their present condition have not had fair play. The buildings are
cramped, and unfavourable to any rational method of exhibition;
and the ethnographical principle, which originally formed the basis
of arrangement, has been by no means successfully carried out.
Whole sets of things that belong to one another have heen scattered
here and there, while ohjects of wholly alien origin are united in
suites. This is specially the case with weapons. In consequence,
the museum fails to give a picture of the peculiarities existing among
the various groups of peoples.

The MUSEUM FUR VOLKERKUNDE in LEIPZIG occupies a somewhat
peculiar position among ethnographical collections. It is a private
institution, founded by a society established in 1873, on the con-
tributions of which it depends, with grants from the corporation,
and, not least, aided by important donations from various bene-
factors and patrons. The plan of the collection is very comprehen-
sive. In order to give a survey of the natural history and civilisation
of mankind, it accepts not merely ethnographical, but also anthropo-
logical and prehistoric objects. ~Moreover, the limits of the
ethnographical department are wider than in any other museum ;
for the collections from the primitive peoples and non-European
races, which occupy the first position, are joined with considerable
material gathered from such European peoples as have not yet
adopted the mode of civilisation, e.g. the Finns, Russians, and Bu.-
garians. It is more than doubtful whether so huge a programme is
successful. The task of an ethnographical museum, as it is generally
understood, is in itself comprehensive enough; extend it, and a
methodical system is well-nigh impossible. Some departments have
to give way, and so cease to have any great value. Instead of concen-
trating every force on a definite practicable task, operations are
scattered over so wide an area, that the museum is exposed to the
risk of becoming a mere assemblage of many more or less homogen-
eous clements, which have chanced to find their way there.

The extent of the programme has not, however, injured the imme-
diate objects of the museum. The ethnographical collection proper,
young as it is, is next to that of Berlin, the largest in Germany,
thanks to its energetic director, Dr. Obst, and its favourable finan-
cial circumstances. The Klemm collection, which forms the
basis, has been largely added to from Africa, the. Indian Islands,
Peru, Columbia, and Japan. Besides this, it possesses the main
portion of the Museum Godeffroy, with its excellent materials from
Melanesia. But the importance of these collections cannot at present
be estimated, owing to the miserable conditions under which they
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now labour. Arrangement or systematic working of the materials
gathered in is out of the question. Though there are means enough
for erecting a building, no commencement had been made in the
spring of 1886. The great bulk of the collections is warehoused,
and it is matter for regret that this is not the case with all. The
portion open to the public is exhibited in mean premises, exposed
to extreme danger from fire, and continually threatened with
destruction from want of care. We contemplate with dismay the
neglect which prevails in the preservation of the many valuable
objects, a remarkable contrast to the zeal with which the work of
collecting is pushed on.!?

In DRESDEN there is the Saxon ethnographic and anthropological
museum, founded in 1875 by the present Director, Herr Meyer,
Councillor of State, who combined the ethnographical objects which
used to be in the HISTORISCHES MUSEUM with his own collections
from Celebes, the Philippines, and New Guinea. This museum can
scarcely compare in richness with that of Leipzig, but many of its
sections are so well worked up that they are among the best in
Germany. This is specially the case with the collections brought
from the Malay Islands and New Guinea, with which the museum
has good connexions, and from some regions in the South Seas,
particularly the Pelew Islands and Easter Island, which are
decidedly better represented than in any other place, Berlin excepted.
There are also many things of interest from other ethnographical
regions, notably from South America, the Congo Territory, and
Siam ; but many groups are in urgent need of supplementing.

In point of order, the Dresden museum is distinctly in advance of
Leipzig and Hamburg. The arrangement suffers from overcrowd-
ing, and cannot be regarded as final ; but each group of peoples is
displayed by itself, and everything finds its right place in the
collection. Moreover, the contents are handled thoroughly. Hardly
in any other place are the catalogues drawn up with such full and
careful explanations, and with such extensive reference to the litera-
ture of the subject, as those composed for the Dresden collection by
Dr. Uhle. Works of this kind are among a museum’s most im-
portant tasks for the future, and the Saxon museum has shown the
right way. In other respects, too, it stands in the first rank, namely,
in the publication of its materials. A number of the most interest-
ing groups are already laid before students in a series of ex-
quisitely illustrated works, issued by Herr Meyer and Dr. Uhle.

13 The whole of these collections have now been packed up.—Note to Germ.

Tr., 1888.
14 Pyblicationen ans dem kin. ethnogr. Musenm zw Dresden, 1.-IV.
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The museum at MNICH takes a high place among the remaining
collections of Germany. In one respect it stands in the first rank:
its chief section is composed of the rich collection brought home by
Siebold from his second visit to Japan, and which was acquired in
1882 by the Bavarian capital. There are also good sets from India
and China, numerous ethnological objects from South America, the
result of Spix and Martius’ travels, and a variety of rare specimens
from the South Seas. Owing to financial circumstances, the
museum cannot effect much, but some large additions have recently
been made, especially a valuable collection from Borneo and Bali.
In general, however, the ethnographical regions recently represented
for the first time in other collections (e.g., Africa) are very poorly
represented here.

Unlike Germany, Austria has only one ethnographic museum,
that of VIENNA. Here, too, there existed of old very valuable
material for the formation of a museum. Besides the few but unique
specimens in the Ambraser collection, a number of Cook’s South
Sea objects were at the beginning of the century bought up for
one of the Royal cabinets. Travellers had brought home consider-
able collections from South America ; and lastly, numerous objects
had been gathered on the Novara expedition. But everything was
packed away or swallowed up in one or other of the Royal Cabinets
and aroused no interest. A change was effected in 1876, when
Hochstetter " became Intendant of the Royal Natural-History
Museum. By his energetic efforts to unite and organise the scattered
collections in the museum, the ethnographical department was
founded in connexion with the archmological. With untiring
activity he succeeded in overcoming many great obstacles to reform.
At his death in 1884, the collection had grown considerably, with
large additions from South and Central America, Central Africa,
the Indian Isles, and many other regions. Undoubtedly the museum
in Vienna, when fully organised, will be one of the most important
in Europe.

But at present it is in a state of transition. The new and magnifi-
cent, but badly planned building on the Ring, which is destined to
receive the collections of natural-history and ethnography, still
awaits completion. Everything therefore is warehoused, and it is
due only to the kindly and self-sacrificing courtesy of the Director,
Dr. Heger, that strangers can pursue their studies.

Besides the “ Hof-museum,” Vienna has a special ethnographical
collection for East Asia in the ORIENTALISCHES MUSEUM. Founded
in 1874, after the Universal Exhibition of Commerce, it has since
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been enlarged into a museum of Eastern Industries. Along with
European products, such as command a sale in Asia, and such
Asiatic raw material as plays a part in trade with Europe, it con-
tains good collections of a variety of industrial products. China is
best represented ; but there are several things from Japan and
India, important for the study in detail of questions which general
ethnographical museums cannot treat fully.

The ethnographical collection in PRAGUE, which, like the
archmological, is united to the zoological museum, is so unimportant
and neglected, that it scarcely deserves mention. On the other
hand the extensive Museum of Industry, founded by the Czech
patriot Naprstek, contains ethnographical collections, which in some
sections (the Indian Isles, Africa) are well worth inspection.

Italy has its chief museum in ROME. It is due to Prof. Pigorini
that a taste for the study of prehistoric and primitive civilisations
has been aroused by the side of the interest felt inclassical archsolagy,
which hitherto held undivided sway. On his suggestion the Museo
PREISTORICO ED ETHNOGRAFICO was erected in 1875, in combination
with a number of small collections in Padua, Bologna and the
Museo KIRCHERIANO in Rome. From small beginnings it rapidly
grew to be a collection of scientific importance, with active support
from many quarters. The recent part Italians have taken in
geographical explorations, has had a good deal to do with its de-
velopment. Bove’s expedition to the South Seas, and the share he had
in that of the Vega, D’Alberti’s travels in New Guinea, and various
expeditions in East Africa have added extensively to the museum.
Over and above these there are the interesting South American
collections, made by Italian missionaries on the Amazon; Dr.
Finsch’s fine collections from Melanesia and Kaiser Wilhelm’s Land,
which have made the Melanesian section one of the best in Europe;
the rich material gathered by Bove in the Congo-Territory ; and a
portion of de Brazza's Collection from Ogowe and the lower Congo,
besides many smaller collections from other parts. Many groups of
peoples are still somewhat imperfectly represented. But under
Pigorini's energetic and careful management the various sections
are being worked up with astonishing rapidity.®

In the periodical of the Italian Geographical Society many of the
most important collections have been published by Dr. Colini,’® who
with Prof. Pigorini has made a special study of several groups and
very valuable specimens.!”

15 Atti della r:ale Accademia dei Lincei, April 1887, p. 295.

16 Bollettino della Sucieta Geograficy Italiana, 1883, 1886,
17 Atti della reale Accademia dei Lincei, cclxxviii., cclxxx., cclxxxii,
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There is also a smaller ethnographical collection in the building
of the PROPAGANDA at Rome.!® Besides some unique American
specimens and the well preserved Mexican Codex published by
Kingsborough,!? it contains a variety of good things from the Upper
Nile and Central Africa. But as a whole, it does not rank among
the first. The collection owes its origin and growth entirely to gifts
from former pupils of the Propaganda, and cannot therefore follow
any fixed plan of development.

The museum in FLORENCE, founded by Prof. Mantegazza, has,
as an ethnographical collection, long been surpassed by its younger
sister in Rome. Besides many excellent articles from Cook’s voyages,
it contains very instructive matter from Siberia, Peru, Nias, and
New Guinea. But other groups are weakly represented throughout.
In physiological anthropology however, it is of great importance, and
the collection of skeletons and crania of races is undoubtedly the
richest in Italy. The work in this section of the museum has so far
been pushed on with the greatest energy, and many studies of its
materials are to be found in the anthropological periodical connected
with the museum.®

Though we cannot, in so general a review, take account of
the private collections which exist in many places, the fine ethno-
graphical collection belonging to Prof. Giglioli in Florence deserves to
be mentioned. It was begun as a foundation for the study of the
Stone-Age outside of Europe ; and contains an extraordinarily rich
number of stone objects from the most diverse regions, many rare
and exquisite pieces of high value, and comprehensive sets repre-
senting every type within the various groups. By limiting the
object he had in view, Prof. Giglioli has succeeded in bringing to-
gether a collection unrivalled by any public museum, and most
instructive, not merely in the richness of its contents, but also in
the accurate descriptions attached to every piece.

The remaining ethnographical collections of Italy are of little
worth, and consist merely of small groups, in this or that museum,
where they are out of place, and can only be enlarged by casual
gifts. The most important is the collection of Nile objects presented
by Miani to VENICE, where they are displayed in the MusEo Civico.
Of less interest is a small collection attached to the zoological section
of the Museo Civico in MILAN. On the other band, among the
ethnographical objects in the Museo Civico in TURIN, there is a

18 See Bol. dellu Soc. Geogr. Ital. 1885.
19 Antiquities of Mexico, iii.

20 Mantegazza : Archivio per ' Antropologia e la Etnologia.
B
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fair collection from Mexico and Central America, containing many
good pieces. In the ARMERIA REALE also we meet with some rare
weapons from the South Seas and the East.
The MustE GUIMET in Lyoxs will be treated more fully below.
We shall next turn our attention to the contents of these
museums,

(7o be continued.)

CORRESPONDENCE.

PERMANENCE OF THE VILLAGE COMMUNITY UNDER
SUCCESSIVE CONQUESTS.

Ixp1a, I suppose, will be generally considered the home of the village
community in its most primitive condition, and it is instructive to noto
some of its characteristics with reference to questions raised upon the origin
of the English village community. In the Gazetteer of the Rohtak District,
18834, p. 17, occurs the following important passage :—¢ We know that
the hosts of many a conqueror must have carried fire and sword through
the land before the southern plunderers and northern fanatics contended for
the possession of it ; that many a royal state progress must have taken place
through the district to the hunting grounds of Hansi and Hissér ; that ever
since Delhi became the capital of India, a tract lying so close to it must
have been profoundly affected by the events of the dynastic annals; but
not a trace of all this remains. Only the villages themselves, unbroken
and unchanged, exist as they existed 800 years ago. To no tract in North
India do the words of Sir C. Metcalfe, quoted below, more aptly apply than
to the Rohtak district : ¢ Village communities seem to last where nothing
else lasts. Dynasty after dynasty changes ; revolution succeeds revolution ;
Hindd, Pathin, Mughal, Mahratt4, Sikh, English, are all masters in turn,
but the village community remains the same.’”
G. L. GoumE.
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COINS AT THE HERMITAGE,
S7. PETERSBURG.

MONG the places where, it may safely be asserted, Kaiser
Wilhelm 1I. did not unduly linger, during his recent visit to
Petersburg, the Imperial Hermitage occupies the most distinguished
position. To the Pomeranian Grenadier 40,000 coins were naturally
much less exciting than the 40,000 soldiers who paraded in his
honour at Krasnoyé Selo. Yet to those who are not grenadiers the
Hermitage is the most interesting,—I was going to say the only
interesting—thing in Petersburg. Big quays, big churches, big
palaces, long streets, and a splendid river are no doubt worth seeing,
but once seen they do not compel a second view ; and even the
mysterious and fabulous associations of the prisun-fortress of Petro-
paulovski lose some of their fascination when it is discovered that
people have interviewed the political prisoners and smoked their
excellent cigarettes. But the resources and attractions of the Hermi-
tage are inexhaustible. You may go there daily for a month, and
only feel at the end that you are just beginning to know something
of its contents.

I do not propose here to attempt to describe its varied collections,
but only that particular portion which it was my business to ex-
amine ; nevertheless, it will be well to say a few words as to the
building and the arrangement. And in the first place it may be
necessary to disabuse the reader of the common impression that the
Hermitage is one of the Tsar’s palaces : it is not a palace at all, but
a separate and distinct museum. The impression arose from the
fact that the Hermitage is contiguous to the Winter Palace, with
which a part known as the Old Hermitage is connected by a flying
bridge. This Old Hermitage was built by Catherine the Great in
1765, and consists of a winter garden, partly covered with glass,
with corridors round the four sides: the corridor next the palace
contains rooms for the use of royal guests ; that next the museum is
filled with an extraordinary medley of Russian heirlooms and
curiosities, from the life-size (7 ft. high) effigy of Peter the Great,
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his stuffed horse and dogs, his droshky, and other memorials of
Pultowa, to his tools and inventions, bis snuff-boxes, and even the
Empress Catherine’s silver-wire wig; together with a gorgeous
collection of pure gold plate, jewelled arms, and trophies, and the
diamond-studded aigrettes of Suvorov and Potiemkin. This family
collection fitly separates the palace from the museum.

The Hermitage itself would be a stately building in any other
position. It possesses a magnificent portico, supported by six granite
Atlantides 20 ft. high ; but instead of fronting the Neva, the portico
looks on to the narrow street of the Millionnaya, where it cannot be
viewed from a distance, and is crushed by the huge proportions of
the Winter Palace. . Nevertheless it is a fine entrance, and the great
staircase is imposing, and, to those who can admire veneered marb'e,
handsome. The ground floor, consisting of a number of rooms and
galleries surrounding an open court, is devoted to antiquities : a poor
collection of sculpture, chiefly late Greek and Roman, a very fine
series of Greek vases, and a splendid exhibition of the fruits of ex-
cavations at Kerch. These last are the special and unique feature
of the Hermitage archseological collections, and no one who has not
seen them can have the faintest conception of what the Greek gold-
smiths could do.

Ascending the grand staircase, we find ourselves indeed in
marble halls, surrounded by a garish profusion of gilt and ormolu,
and attended by a group of obsequious lackeys in the very becoming
livery of the Tsar's household. The business of these functionaries
is not so much to instruct the visitor,—since they know only their
own language, and the visitor, who is generally a foreigner, seldom
speaks Russian,—but to see that no injury is done to the magnificent
collection of pictures which is the chief pride and ornament of the
Hermitage. My business, unfortunately, was not to linger here, but
to pass into aside corridor, the Raffaele Gallery, where the collection
of oriental coins is preserved in a long row of horizontal glass cases.

There is a prevailing idea that, though the foreigner is
generally well received in the proverbially hospitable society of
Petersburg, he is shackled in his study of the collections by endless
official obstructions. Of course precautions have to be taken in
every public museum against possible theft or malicious injury. We
have all heard of certain scarabs which took leave of the British
Museum in consequence of a little laxness in this respect ; and of a
distinguished gentleman who narrowly escaped being searched for
a duplicate coin by the constable outside the Medal Room. Indeed
there is a tradition that all visitors to the coin room of our national
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museum are only permitted to inspect the coins through the glass
lids of certain strong locked boxes. The boxes certainly are, or
were, duly exposed to view, but in an experience of sixteen years I
cannot remember ever having witnessed the interesting ceremony of
their being put to their legitimate use. It is practically found
sufficient to place an assistant in charge of the visitor and to confine
him to one tray of coins at a time, in which a missing piece would
beinstantly detected. At the Paris Bibliothéque they are sometimes
more rigid, and well known scholars have been searched on their
cntrance and exit. In Russia, much more serious precautions are
supposed to be taken. I was told that two learned officials, probably
both of them Excellencies of the Third Chin, would stand on either
side of me, and break the seal of each drawer, while furtively
watching each other to detect the least involuntary extension of
finger and thumb towards the forbidden fruit. If such were to be
the case, it becamme an anxious question how many thousands of
Arabic coins were to be examined under these conditions, and how
the official work of the Hermitage was to go on if the majority of
its curators were detailed off on sentinel duty.

Whatever may have been the case in the past, I found no trace
of such obstructive regulations in my visit to Petersburg. It is
unnecessary to state that in a country so permeated by officialism
as Russia, it is essential to place yourself in proper relations with
your Foreign Office and Ambassador. I did not leave England until
I had an assurance given by Monsieur Vlangali, the Russian Under-
Secretary for Foreign Affairs, to Sir Robert Morier, that every
facility would be afforded me. I mention these details, at the risk
of appearing egotistic, because it is really important that students
wishing to use their opportunities to the best advantage in Russia
should not trust to their own reputation or private introductions,
but start from the proper official terminus, the Foreign Office, which
is always ready to exert its influence on behalf of genuine research.
Once this detail is satisfactorily arranged, no further difficulties will
arise. The officials of the Hermitage allowed me access to the coins,
both before and after,as well as during, official hours, with a freedom
which would make the hair of a British Museumn Keeper fairly bristle,
and which, I confess, caused me a greater feeling of responsibility
tkan I altogether relished, in spite of the considerable saving of time
thus effected; while for courtesy, kindness, and readiness to help, no
public department in Europe excels them. Ispeak particularly of my
friend Baron von Tiesenhausen, Monsieur Iversen, the Curator of
coins, and H.E. Monsieur Kunik, the sub-director. The ordinary
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hours for the public are from 11—3, with no admission on Saints’
days (a considerable deduction in Russia): I was always there from
10 till 5, and Saints’ days were open to me. In other words, the
work was done in half the usual time.

My object was to muster the Russian contingent for a corpus of
Mohammedan coins which I have long been preparing for the
Clarendon Press. Those who know Mr. Head’s Historia Numorun.
will understand what I mean, though in the case of oriental coins
the application is somewhat different. In Greek coins the interest
is largely artistic; in Arabic coins it is historical. The difficulty
with Greek coins is often to determine their historical sequence ; in

_Arabic coins the sequence is absolutely fixed by the inscriptions.
On a Greek coin, the type or emblem is the main thing, the inserip-
tion is subordinate and conveys little beyond the name of a city or
king ; but on Arabic coins the whole surface is covered with in-
scriptions which are in fact the annals of the princes and cities
of the Mohammedan world.

I venture here to quote what I have said elsewhere: “ The coins
of the Muslim East do not so much recall history as make it. The
student is constantly meeting with a perfectly unknown king or
even dynasty, which fills up a gap in the annals of the East. A
Mohammedan coin generally gives not only the date and place of
issue, and the name of the ruler who caused it to be struck, but fre-
quently the names of his father and grandfather, his heir apparent,
liege-lord, and other valuable genealogical data and aids to the due
understanding of the inter-relations of different dynasties ; while the
religious formulae employed will enable us to tell the sect to which
the ruler who issued the coin belonged, at least so far as the broad
distinctions of Islam are concerned. If the complete series of coins
issued by every Muslim State were preserved, we should be able to
tabulate with the utmost nicety the entire line of kings and their
principal vassals that have ruled in every part cf the Mohammedan
empire since the eighth century, and to draw with tolerable accuracy
the boundaries of their territories at every period. Minting was
ever one of the most cherished rights of sovereignty. The privileges
of Kutba and Sikka, that is, of being prayed for in the Friday
prayers in the mosques and of inscribing his name on the currency,
were the first things the new king thought about on ascending the
throne. It is this monetary vanity of Eastern princes that makes
their coinage so valuable to the historian, and indeed compels him
to regard numismatic evidence as the surest testimony he can obtain.
The Mohammedan coinage, more than any other, abounds in his-
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torical data ; and when the as yet unwritten history of the East
during the Middle Ages comes to be told, the author will find no
surer check upon the native annalists than the coins.

“If the history of the Mohammedan East were comprised in the
annals of a few great dynasties, the value of the coins would not be
so considerable, for we should only learn perhaps some fresh dates
or confirmation of dates already known, and the mints would be
only the capitals and large towns of well-known provinces. But
Mohammedan history is made up of the struggles for supremacy of
hundreds of petty houses and thousands of petty dynasts, of whose
very existence we should often be wholly ignorant but for their
coins. These petty dynasts struck their money at towns of which
next to nothing is often known, and thus the coinage is frequently
our only means of establishing the position of the smaller towns of
the medieval Kast. Sometimes these small towns preserve the
names of cities famous in antiquity, but whose site, save for this
numismatic evidence, was uncertain. Thus geographically as well
as historically, Mohammedan coins have a high value.”?

If every existing Mohammedan coin were published, we should
be able to construct a skeleton history of the East: to place its
dynasties, underlords, and governors, in their due relations, and to
establish the political boundaries for each period. But in the firs
place a very large proportion of the public collections (to say
nothing of private cabinets) are not published ; and, in the second,
when they are catalogued, there is what astronomers call the “ per-
sonal equation ” to be reckoned with—in other words, the cataloguer
is not always accurate. As T have myself catalogued the British
Museum, Bodleian, and Christ Church collections, as well as the
inedita of every private collection that I can get hold of,—while
necessarily unable to determine the personal equation, I may at
least assert that we in Englund have nothing to reproach ourselves
with on the score of concealment : all our treasures, so far as known,
are published? I wish I could say the same of other countries. In
France there is a splendid collection at the Bibliothdque Nationale, of
which, until recently, no published catalogue existed ; and though
last year Monsieur Lavoix brought out a handsome scholarly volume,
it describes only the portion of the series corresponding to the first
of the eight volumes of the British Museum Catalogue of Oriental

1 Coins and Medals : their place in History and Art, p. 162.

2 Of course, additions are constantly being made to the national collection,
but these are described in supplementary catalogues, one of which, bringing the
additions up to date, is about to appear.
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Coins. Private collections in France have an able expositor in
Monsieur Sauvaire, who is constantly publishing rare coins from his
own or other collectors’ cabinets. Germany, once almost in the van
of numismatic activity, is now sadly in arrears. The great collec-
tion of oriental coins at Berlin is a ferra incognita to those who
cannot personally inspect it, and of its 20,000 Mohammedan coins,
few have been described. Jena possesses the Soret collection of about
3000 coins, the rarities of which were published long ago by Soret
‘himself, and the beginning of a regular catalbgue was made by the
learned curator, Dr. Stickel; but of the additions made in the
last twenty years we have no knowledge. The same neglect of
keeping the catalogues up to date is seen at Gotha, where it is to be
presumed that the collection has not stood still since Moller
described it in 1826-31; Konigsberg, not catalogued since 1858 ;
Rostock, 1844 ; Dresden, 1856 ; to say nothing of other university or
Grand Ducal eollections which have not been published at all. * There
is no published catalogue of the royal cabinet at Copenhagen ;
the fine series at Stockholm was described by Tornberg in 1848,
but its additions are to a large extent unpublished. Lund has a
cabinet, only partly described. In Italy, the Milan collection was
catalogued ten years ago; that at Padua, a hundred and one years
ago; the rest is a blank, for no description of an Arabic coin by
Adler will bear examination. The Spanish cabinets have been
ransacked by Professor Don F. Codera y Zaidin with the best results,
and Spain is the only country besides England that has kept up to
the mark in oriental numismatics. The Sultan’s Treasury at Con-
stantinople contains a collection, chiefly of Ottoman coins ; but they
are arranged according to metal and size, like an ornamental flower-
bed, in a darkened room, to which access can only be obtained by
an Imperial Iradé. 1 saw enough to know that they were worth
describing, but nothing will induce the Sultan to permit a gyawur
to handle them. One of the Turkish ministers has a small col-
lection, preserved in bags, which he kindly allowed me to look at;
but the mode of arrangement did not facilitate a cursory inspec-
tion,

It is evident, then, that if every existing Mohammedan coin is
to be published, there is plenty of work before us, and I would
appeal to Arabic scholars abroad to look to their laurels, and not
allow it to be said that their collections must go unrecorded unless
an Englishman will come and describe them. With a little patience
a fair Arabic scholar may soon learn to read coin-inscriptions with
accuracy, and there are plenty of such scholars in Germany, who



COINS AT THE HERMITAGE. 25

ought to overhaul the various collections and take away this
reproach from a nation famous for learning.

To return to my own share of the work, I resolved to begin by
exhausting the Russian collections, not because they are the least
known, but because they are very numerous, and contain special
branches in which the British Museum is comparatively weak.
As a matter of history, Russia formerly took the lead in oriental
numismatics. In the earlier half of the present century, Fraehn,
who may be styled tke father of the science, catalogued most of the
public and private collections all over the country with extraordi-
nary diligence and unsurpassed accuracy. But the cabinets bave
much increased sincehis time, and though the late Monsieur Dorn and
Baron von Tiesenhausen, now one of the most distinguished oriental
numismatists, have published many of the additions, it was difficult
to know exactly what remained undescribed. Morcover, until
Fraehn’s catalogues had been tested by a comparison with the coins,
it was impossible to accept even so renowned an authority wholly
on trust. I began with the Hermitage, because it has never been
catalogued, though many of its rarities have been described from
time to time in more or Jess accessible Russian “ transactions.” But
the excavations which the Russians, much to their credit, continually
conduct in various parts of the empire bring in numerous additions
which the official staff (M. Tiesenhausen is the only oriental numis-
matist in Petersburg, and he is not attached to the Hermitage) is
quite unequal to describing as quickly as they arrive. To give a
detailed account of the results of my examination of the 8000
Arabic coins in the Raffaele gallery would be impossible here ; but
an example or two of the way in which the Hermitage collection
supplements the historical data of the British Museum will be of
some use to numismatists.

The contributions of tke Hermitage (and it may be added of all
the Russian collections) to the general corpus of Mohammedan coin
data were, as might have been expected, somewhat limited in scope,
though ample in detail. Of the dynasties of Egypt, the Barbary
States, Morocco, and Spain, it contains comparatively few examples.
It is when we come to the dynasties who reigned over countries
bordering the present Russian frontier, and those which have been
incorporated in Russian territory, that the wealth of the Imperial
Museum becomes apparent. In the coins of the early Muslim
dynasties of Khorasan and Transoxiana, such as the Tahiris, Saffaris
Samanis, Ilek Khans of Turkistan; in the long series of the coins
of the Khalifs of Baghdad, in the Khanates of Jagatai, of the
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Golden Horde, the Ilkhans of Persia, and other Tartar and Mongol
lines, the Hermitage collection stands supreme. It is impossible
here to give even a summary of the new dates, new mints, and new
governors’ names, which occur on the Hermitage coins, and are not
in the British Museum. I will take but one dynasty as an example,
and even of that I can give but a very small selection of the infor-
mation which the Hermitage coins afford. The Samani family,
according to the annalists, became local governors under the Khalifs
early in the third century of the Hijra. Four sons of Asad the son
of Saman received appointments in Khorasan and Transoxiana
under the Khalif El-Mamun ; but it was not till A.H. 279 that Isma’il
the son of Ahmad and grandson of Asad acquired such power as to
be practically independent and to securely found a dynasty, which
reigned at Samarkand, Bukhara, Herat, Neysabur, and the sur-
rounding districts, for over a century. In the British Museum the
coinage of this dynasty numbers about two hundred pieces, which
is a very fair representation. But it will be understood how much
the Hermitage adds to the data supplied by the British Museum,
when it is stated that it not only contains duplicates of almost every
coin of our two hundred, but supplements them by three hundred
other coins which are not in our Museum. Nor does the Hermitage
collection merely fill up gaps within the limits of the period covered
by the British series: it extends this period. Our national series
opens with a dirham of Isma'il of A.H. 282. It is of some importance
that the Hermitage carries this ruler’s coinage one year further
back ; but this is not the chief addition made to our knowledge of
the early issues of the Samanis. In the Hermitage I found coins
(in copper, the mark of subordinate governorship, just as silver or
gold is the sign of virtual independence) of Nasr, the elder brother
and precursor of Isma'il, struck at the chief city, Samarkand, in the
years 233, 254, 271, and 272 of the Hijra, dates which overthrow
the records of some of the historians, who make Nasr begin his rule
in 261. Further, the Hermitage coins take us back to Ahmad the
son of Asad, who struck money at Samarkand in 244 and 2435, and
then must have been deposed by (or have abdicated in favour of)
his son Nasr, for we find coins, again in the Hermitage, struck at
Akhsikat (further away to the north-east) in 277, still bearing the
name of Ahmad ibn Asad. The Hermitage thus carries us by two
governors further back than the British Museum and supplics
evidence that the earlier of the two must have given place to the
later at the capital while still preserving something of his ancient
authority at a border town. But it does more even than this.
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In the drawers of the Commission Awrchéologique, (which occu-
pies an upper floor of the Hermitage,) where the pieces dis-
covered in recent excavations are examined, before they are
presented to the Hermitage or other museums, is a copper coin of
the year 239 bearing the name of Asad himself the son of Saman,
the earliest member of the family who appears to have attracted
any notice. By a study of the Hermitage series we are thus able
to begin the description of the history of the Samani dynasty, as
proved by coins, 43 years earlier than we could do if we had only
the British Museum collection to work upon. Again, if we were to
conclude from the latter alone, we should know nothing of the pre-
tenders to the Samani throne who sprung up about the end of the
third century of the Hijra; but in the Hermitage are coins of Yahya
ibn Ahmad, of Mikail ibn Ja'far, and of Ishak ibn Ahmad, who all
struck coins at Samarkand and elsewhere pending the establishment
of the authority of Nasr ibn Ahmad. Finally, while the British
Museum collection, as published, ends with Nuh IL, the Hermitage
continues the record with coins of Mansur II. son of Nuh, at the
mints Bukhara and Farghana and the date 390, and ends with a
specimen of Isma’il ibn Nuh.

Of my examination of the other Russian collections I need say
but little. My experiences in the other institutions were precisely
similar to those in the Hermitage. The constant kindness and atten-
tion I there received from Messieurs Kunik and Iversen, and in the
Commission Archéologique especially from my friends Baron von
Tiesenhausen and Count Tolstoi, found a parallel in the courtesy of
the Director of the Asiatic Museum and his assistant, Dr. von Lemm,
and in the amiability of H. E. Monsieur Gamazov, the director
of the Institut des Langues Orientales. The latter allowed me to
examine the collection in his charge on a féte day and gave me the
readiest possible access. The collection numbers some four thousand
«coins, most of which are in unusually good condition. About half
have been catalogued and published by the late Councillor Dorn,
and my first duty was to see how that work had been performed—to
-determine the “ personal equation.” I was glad to find that Monsieur
Dorn had shown the greatest care in his description of the coins,
-and my minute collation produced hardly any difference of opinion,
and none of any importance. In the unpublished part of the
collection (which is most strong in the Golden Horde, and the
Persian and Ottoman series,) I found many interesting additions,
but naturally my previous examination of the Hermitage cabinet
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left comparatively few lacunae to be filled up by the Institut des
Langues Orientales.

I next proceeded to the Asiatic Museum, where I was allowed to
come and go whenever I liked, without regard to the ordinary hoyrs
of admission. This collection has been completely described by
Fraehn and Dorn: there is not, so far as I could ascertain, a single
addition of importance since the publication of their works. All I
had to do therefore was to go carefully through the trays, testing
their decipherments step by atep, and reserving a specially minute
examination for such examples as from experience I knew to be
dangerous pitfalls or to be likely to afford peculiar information. I
found Fraehn’s work to be all that it is reputed to be: accurate and
painstaking to a faunlt, if anything too cautious where there was any
obscurity, and marked by a distinct genius for interpreting the
difficulties of numismatic paleeography. I was strongly impressed
by the invincible patience and accuracy of this prince of numis-
matists, whose labours are nowhere so evident and pervading as in
the Asiatic Museum, where the coins are of his arranging, and where
his MSS. and library have found a permanent and appreciative home.
Councillor Dorn followed carefully in his master’s steps. His des-
criptions of the coins are marked by almost equal care and discern-
ment, and I am glad to observe that he too erred on the side of
caution, and if he hazarded hypotheses, the curse of numismatics, they
were advanced in parentheses and qualified with a mark of
interrogation. A student may take any of the publications of Frachn
or Dorn in sure faith that the coins are accurately described and
that there has been no guess-work.

The last collection I visited at Petersburg was that of the
University. This formerly belonged to the University of Kazan,
where it had been described (more or less) twice over by Erdmann
and by its present curator, Professor Bérésine. A cursory inspection,
aided by a previous study of the catalogues, convinced me that the
collection contained nothing of novelty and would not repay the
time which a detailed examination would entail. Indeed it was my
experience in Russia that all the collections were composed, as
might have been expected, of very similar materials, derived from
those dynasties with which the Tsars had most to do, and whose trade
passed through Russia; and I found that a minute examination of one
or two, such as the Hermitage and the Asiatic Museum, left very little
that the others could supply. This was the case with the collection
of nearly 5000 Oriental coins at the Rumiantzov Muscum at Moscow
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which 1 subsequently visited. They have been recently catalogued
by M. Trutovski, but present no novelties.

In conclusion, I may remind the readers of this Review that
if so much is to be learnt at Petersburg in an obscure branch of
numismatics, much more may be discovered in other departments,
not of coins alone, but of various classes of antiquities, Greek,
medieval, and especially the little understood remains of Sassanian
and kindred arts, which are only to be properly studied in Russia.
Even Saracenic art has its ardent collectors in Petersburg: there
are some good specimens in the Stieglitz Museum, and one of the
tinest examples of inlaid silverwork of Mosil is in the possession
of the President of the Archeological Commission, Count Bobrinski.
In short, those who study any department of archsology cannot
afford to dispense with a visit to the Russian capital ; and, when
they go, they will be well received.

STANLEY LANE-POOLE,

THE VILLAGE COMMUNITY AT ASTON AND
COTE IN OXFORDSHIRE.

HE peculiar tenure of the lands in the manor of Aston and Cote

is well known to students. It is quoted in text-books on

real property law and in books dealing with the early history of

land holding, but I do not find that the evidence it affords upon

the history of the village community in England has ever been con-

sidered. This can only be done by a ecritical examination of

the chief points in the history of the manor, and until this is done

this famous example of an ancient system of society will not be

properly understood and will not therefore receive its rightful place
in the early history of English institutions.

The manor of Aston and Cote is a sub-manor of the manor of
Bampton, and is situated in the parish of Bampton in Oxfordshire.
Our first step will be to consider the evidence as to the earliest occu-
pation of this district. There is but doubtful evidencg of a British
occupation at Bampton in “ Lew Barrow,” a mound about 15 feet
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high and of proportional dimensions standing on the highest point
of the Lew Hills! and no Roman roadway or evidences of Roman
occupation either exist or have been found near it. With this
important negative evidence before us, we next turn to the Anglo-
Saxon period. In 614, the Welsh, making a raid on the valley of
the Cherwell, struck over the Cotswolds by Cirencester,? and were
met at Pampton by Cynegils and Cwichelm, who slew three
thousand of them, and probably after this decisive victory the
conquerors resolved at last to settle and build up a home for
themselves.

This conclusion seems to be confirmed by the name of the town
itself, which implies what modern tradition confirms, the tree-town,
or “ Bampton-in-the-Bush,” that is, a settlement carved out of the
unoccupied woodlands. There are other place names which un-
questionably give evidence of its Anglo-Saxon origin. Thus
among the names of the lands we have, as noted by Mr. Williams,?
the Byttam = byht-him, from byht® a corner or bend ; the “hucket”
=a hooked field from hock or h¢ ; the Stew meads and the Steway,
probably from stig a path; the Edy-Garston or Gaston,
Blechingworth, the Stathe (a bank), Stadge, Bosengay, Mallenge,
Sinderworth, Sinbury Him, and the Woo. Although, therefore,
there may be traces of British occupation, and later on of Danish
occupation,” we may fairly conclude that the predominant influences
of the Bampton settlement were Anglo-Saxon.

The spot on which this Anglo-Saxon community settled was one
well suited to them. Itis perfectly flat except towards its most
northerly portion, where there is a gradual rise towards a line of low
hills. On these low hills it reaches its bighest elevation at Lew
Barrow and again falls gradually away on all sides.® Upon such suit-
able territory as this they settled, and how completely the community
was isolated in its inter-village independence is witnessed by a fact
which has gone far to preserve to this day the remarkable archaic

1 Giles’ History of Bampton, 110. The ¢ Low Barrow ” is most likely Saxon.

2 Green, Making of England, 239.

8 Anglo Saxon Chronicle, A.p. 614.

4 Giles, loc. cit. 16. 1t is marked as “Bampton in the Bush” in the map
attached to Young's Agriculture of Oxford.

5 Archeeologia xxxiii, 269-270,

6 Examples of this word in place names are collected from the Codex Di)
lomaticus and other authorities in Teller's edition of Bostworth’s Anglo-Saxon

Dictionary, s.v. byht.
7 Traces of Danish influences are observable at Bampton—see Archeeologic,

xxxvii. 382. .
8 Giles' History of Bampton, pp. 17-18.
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survivals we shall presently have before us, namely, that no stoned
road of any kind led from Bampton to the neighbouring towns and
villages, travellers of modern days even being compelled to stiike
across the common which surrounded the town, and thence to find
their way to Witney, Burford or Oxford as best they could.?
Scarcely anything could be more indicative of archaic village life
than this absence of roads, and I wish to draw special attention to it.
One other fact which has helped to preserve the archaic social group
at Bampton is that, abandoning whatever chances that might have
existed for carrying on a manufacturing occupation, the people
almost wholly engaged in agriculture,® and agriculture was the basis
upon which the village community of the early English was
founded.

The initial facts in the history of this district are, therefore, all
in favour of producing a good example of the village community,
and we will now endeavour to ascertain whether the organization
of the manor, as known to us in later times, may be taken to be a
survival of the more archaic institution. Let me recapitulate what
these initial facts are—there is no evidence of Roman occupation,
there is isolation of the district consequent upon there being no
roads, there is a very late and exclusive agricultural industry.

The superior manor of Eampton had under it several sub-manors,
one of which was Aston and Cote; and to the facts of this sub-
manor we shall now pay exclusive attention. I have made an ex-
tensive search through the calendars of the deputy-keeper of the
Public Records and other MS. sources of information, and have
not been able to light upon any information relative to Aston. We

9 Giles, loc. cit. 17 ; cf. Young’s dAgriculture of Oxford, 1813, p. 324, for the
general condition of Oxford roads. How remarkably parallel the state of things
at Bampton is to the village community in India may be seen by referring to
Sir John Phear’s Aryan Villege Community in India and Ceylon p. 4, *‘ there
exist almost nmo roads .. . only irregular tracks, sometimes traversable by
wheels, along the balks which divide and sub-divide the soil into small cultivated
patches.”

10 Giles, loc. cit. 72. Mr. Ashley, Eunglish Economic History and Theory, has
sufficiently pointed out the nature of English trade and commerce down to the
fourteenth century. ‘¢ What existed,” he says, ‘ was scarcely more than a trade
between certain towns, an inter-communal or inter-municipal commerce ” (p.
102). Bampton carried on this feature of early English village life longer than
other parts of the country. Plot, writing in 1677, says there are in Witney “a
great many Fellmongers, out of whom at the neighbouring town of Bampton
there arises another considerable trade, the Fellmongers' sheep skins after
dressed and strained being here made into wares, viz., jackets, breeches, leather
linings, &c., which they chiefly vent into Berkshire, Wiltshire, and Dorsetshire,
no town in England having a trade like it in that sort of ware.”—Plot’s Nuatural
History of Oxfordshire, 230,



32 ARCHAEOLOGY.

have, therefore, to rely for the principal evidence as to the organiza-
tion of the village community at Aston upon a “ case ” which the lord
of the manor stated to Sir Orlando Bridgman and Mr. Jeffrey Palmer,
on the 30th of November, 1657, and which has fortunately been
printed by Mr. Giles as a supplement to his History of Bampton,
The importance of this document is greatly enhanced by its having
been written for the purpose of getting legal opinion upon the lord’s
rights and the rights of the manorial courts as opposed to the or-
ganization of the tenants. It was, in point of fact, an attempt on
the part of the lord to take over to himself the free institutions of
the community. On the one hand, we have a staternent of what
were considered to be the lord’s rights ; on the other hand, we have
a statement of what were considered to be the tenants’ rights. While
these two contrasting statements enable us to obtain a lurid view
of the organization of the agricultural community in the seventeenth
century, they also afford us very valuable evidence as to one of the
modes of transition from communal rights to lord’s rights—evi-
dence which has never yet been brought to bear upon the im-
portant question of the origin of village-community in England.
And when we consider how extremely difficult it is to meet with
such evidence, it will be recognized that in this example we
must be careful to note every step of the process, so as to gain
.a complete knowledge of details, which will serve as a guide to
many phases of our local institutions, the origin of which cannot easily
be established for lack of evidence. Not only does it afford an almost
unique example of the process by which the lord of the manor sought
to obtain rights that almost everywhere else we find him in full posses-
sion of ; but by the successful resistance to this claim it affords a very
late example of the village community in England with much of its
archaic structure and archaic methods of government and cultivation
of land left intact. If the lord had succeeded in his claim, the
Manor of Aston and Cote would not probably have been distin-
guishable in its customs from other manors ; that he did not succeed
has preserved for us a type of archaic village organization not to be
matched elsewhere in manorial history. In view also of the evidence
brought forward in the last number of the Archeologicul Review
by Professor Kovalevsky, as to the condition of manorial tenants
at the time of the Commonwealth, it is not unimportant to note that
at Bampton we have another Commonwealth law case which lays
bare a most interesting and important phase of early English inst:-
tutions—a phase which can only be understood by a minute study
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of examples, and not by gene:alizations, however broad and ingenious
may be their treatment.

The manor consisted of sixteen hides. To each of these hides
were attached 4 yard-lands—making altogether 64 yard-lands be-
longing to the 16 hides. Confining ourselves in the first place to
the structure of this social organism, it was stated by the lord of
the manor in 1657, that “there hath been a custom time out of mind
that a certain number of persons called the sixteens, or the greater
part of them, have used to make orders, set penalties, choose officers
and lot the meadows, and do all such things as are usually performed
or done in the Cowrts Baron of other manors.” Thisis the free
democratic assembly, and its title, the Sixteens, as well as its con-
stitution, takes us back to primitive times!* Nor is this all.
From the body of “the sixteens” are elected four of “the most
influential persons” as grass stewards. These represented the manor
of Aston and Cote at the superior court of the manor of Bampton,
and are thus brought into close parallel with the four best men of
the Anglo-Saxon township.® And as if to settle once for all the
archaic nature of this village organization, its entire independence
of political thought and action, we find that for the purpose
of taking combined action, it met in the open air, like the assemblies
of all early social groups before they have become associated with
higher organizations leading on to the nation.®* The meeting-place
of the Aston and Cote Assembly was the cross situated in the centre
of the village!* and though the custom had already fallen into
desuetude in 1848, Mr. Horde, in 1657, sufficiently attested its im-
portance by the assertion that its orders “if proclaimed from the
Town Cross are binding upon the inhabitants.” 18

Over and above the extensive system of self-government which
this community exercised upon it members, including all those
numerous powers conveyed by the possession of pillory, ducking-
stool, &ec., it retained some functions which are of special significance
to our present enquiry. The Sixteens were bound to provide at their
Jjoint expense four two-year-old bulls every season to run on the
common pasture ; at the end of the season they sold them for their
own benefit, and during the season they claimed a fee for every cow

11 See Archeologia, xxxiii. 269 ; Gomme'’s Primitive Folkmoots, pp. 119-120.

12 Stubbs’ Const. Hist., vol. i., p. 90. The *‘ four best men and the reeve are
the full representatives. Still the analogy is curious enough to note.

13 See Primitive Folkmoots, p. 119 et passim.

14 Giles’ History of Bampton, p. 78.

18 Archeologia, vol. xxxiii., p. 274.
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that fed on the common.!s, Comparing this with the municipal
custom at Marlborough!” the gild custom at Leicester,® and
the manor custom at Hitchin,”® it may appear that we have
a clue to the origin of the lord’s bull, without stepping outside the
free village community of the Teutonic conquerors of Britain as Mr.
Seebohm would have us do.® If the Sixteens and their powers had
passed into the hands of the lord of the manor in 1657, the village
bull would have been indistinguishable from that at Hitchin, and
Mr. Seebohm’s conclusions as to its origin could hardly have been
shaken. As it is, we have clearly in this instance one of the duties
of the community at large for the benefit of the individual members ;
and it is in the hands of the community, not in those of the lord.

The other function of the community to which special reference
must be made in this place is the appointment of officers. These
are made known by the names of certain “town-hams” set forth by
Mr. Horde in 1657 as follows :—

In the Out-Mead: Brander Ham.
Bull Ham.
Hayward’s Ham.
Water Steward’s Ham.
In the Inn-Mead: Water Hayward’s Ham.
Homage Ham.
Constable’s Ham.
Penny Ham.
Herd’s Ham.
Smith’s Ham.
Grass Steward’s Ham.
Another Grass Steward’s Ham.
Wonter’'s Ham.
Worden Ham,

Mr. Benjamin Williams has investigated the titles of these officers,
comparing them with the officers mentioned in Rectitudines Singu-
larum Personarum, with some very useful results, into the details
of which it will not be necessary to enter now.2! But the points to
which attention must be drawn are, that they are all Anglo-Saxon
titles, and that they supply a very full complement of village

16 Giles’ History of Bampton p. 78.

17 Municipal Corp. Com., 1835, p. 83.

18 Thompson’s English Municipal History. pp. 51-52.

19 8eebohm’s English Village Community, 11; see also Nelson’s Lex Maneriorum,
1726, app. p. 28.

20 ]oe. cit., 261.

21 Archaologin xxxiii. pp. 276-278.



THE VILLAGE COMMUNITY AT ASTON. 35

officers exactly on a parallel with the village officers in the com-
munities of India. Then there is the still more important custom
of allotting land to them for their services?® With such a set of
officers the village was independent of other villages with respect to
all the labour necessary for the support of its members; and with
such a method of payment, identical with that to be found extant in
all early types of the primitive village community, it was independ-
ent of any fiscal considerations outside the most perfect village
economy.

Then the Sixteens in their corporate capacity held lands for the
benefit of the community. These consisted of “several leyes of
greensward lying in the common fields two years mowed and the
other fed, viz. Catmore leyes, other greensward, and bushes on
Claywell hill, No-man’s plot, Holliwell Green, the Ham ways, True-
land’s plotts, and some other.” Besides these were the Hams above
mentioned, which were not allowed to officers, namely, the Homage
Ham and the Penny Ham; and Mr. Horde in 1657 said that these hams
“are disposed at the discretion of the Sixteens, some for the public
use of the town, as for making of gates, bridges, &c., and some sold
to make ale for the merry meeting of the inhabitants.” Alike in
the providing of the bull, the appointment and payment of officers,
the possession of lands for public purposes, we find these
“Sixteens” exercising important corporate functions as a self-
governing community. And as these three several features
belonging to the assembly at Aston and Cote are exactly parallel
to what is known to belong to the assembly of the village community
in India, itis idle to suggest that they represent only a late develop-
ment. They are archaic and have survived to modern times.

Such is the evidence of the structure of the community and
of its self-governing powers, which had not disappeared from legal
observation in 1657. Mr. Horde, “ for the better understanding the
meaning of the sixteens” as they existed in his time, gave the
archaic account of them which bas just been described. Contrasting
this description of the old state of things with their exact condition,
as Mr. Horde himself observed around him, we must seek for some
explanation of the changes which had come about; the changes
are significant rather than sweeping, and from them, I think, can
be ascertained a very important period in the history of manors.

The hide, in 1657, was no longer the unit of holding; but
the yard-land had taken its place. Of the 64 yard-lands, the
lord held 40. Of these 40, 12 were “ estated out to several tenants

22 Cf. Gomme’s Municipal Offices, 34-36 ; Maine's Village Communities, 126,
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for lives by copy of court roll, 22 yard-lands are let by lease
to several tenants for 99 years if certain lives so long live, and 5
yard-lands are let by several leases to several tenants for several
terms under rack rents, so as there is now no parcel of the said
manor in the lord’s hands.” Of the remaining 24 yard-lands out of
the total of 64, “ about 12 yard-lands thereof was ancient freehold,
not holden of the manor of Aston Boges, nor paying any rent to the
lord thereof, or doing any suit to the courts there ; 9 yard-lands
more were heretofore parcel of the manor of Shifford ; and 4 yard-
lands residue do belong to the manor of Bampton Deanery.”#® How
it came about that the yard-lands once belonging to other manors
were included in the government of Aston manor, is far from clear.
Shifford was a manor from an early date, as there is a charter giving
its metes and bounds in 1003,* but it is certain that the 9 yard-lands
said to have once belonged to it, were in 1657 locally situate in
Aston and intermixed with the other lands there.» And the state-
ment as to them originally belonging to Shifford advanced by Mr.
Horde, does not obviate the very significant fact that the owners of
these yard-lands took part with the other owners of yard-lands in
the election of the “Sixteens ” of Aston and Cote ; so that the true
state of the case may possibly have been that at some time previously
a re-arrangement between the lords and tenants of the several
manors subordinate to Bampton had taken place, by which Aston
still kept up its traditional constitution of the sixteens, and released
or exchanged lands in return for the 9 yard-lands obtained from
Shifford.

But, however this may be, and the point is not very material,
it will be seen, upon examination, that the village organization,
the rights of assembly, the free open-air meetings, and the corporate
action incident to the manor of Aston and Cote in reality supply a
very clear example of the village community in which the sixteen
hides represent the original homesteads of the primitive society.
These hides had grown in 1657 into a considerable tenancy. But,
fortunately, as a tenancy they kept their original unity in full force
and so obstinately clung to their old system of government when

23 It will be observed that 39 yard-lands out of the 40 held by the lord are
accounted for, and that for the 24 out of the lord’s hands 25 are accounted for.
I have no means of correcting this er: or in the figures, but it does not affect the
argument. :

24 Codex Diplomaticus, No. pccxtv. The place is called Scypforda in the
charter, and it is not identified with Shifford in Mr. Kemble’s index locorum,
but I think there is no doubt that Shifford in Oxfordshire is meant.

25 Archeeologia, vol. xxxiii. 269.
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they were a kindred or clan, that the process by which decay had
set in is plainly observable. There came a time, it may be readily
supposed, when the homesteads could no longer remain undivided
and retain their holdings under the system obtaining in the archaic
family group. The system of polity surrounding them was wholly
against such a proceeding ; and group-succession, prevalent in some
parts of the country long after the disappearance of the archaic
family, gave way to individual succession. But in so giving way
it kept up by representation the once undivided holding of the
family homestead. If the homestead had itself disappeared, it still
formed the basis upon which the village government was organized,
the sixteen hides still sending up their sixteen elected representatives.

How the tenancy grew out of the original sixteen homesteads
may perhaps be conjecturally set forth. We have first the owners
of the yard-lands succeeding to the place originally occupied by the
16 homesteads. Instead of the original 16 group-owners we have
therefore 64 individual owners, each yard-land having remained in
possession of an owner. And then at succeeding stages of this
dissolution we find the yard-lands broken up until in 1848 “some
farmers of Aston have only half or even a quarter of a yard-land,
whilst some have as many as ten or eleven yard-lands in their single
occupation.”® Then disintegration would proceed to the other
proprietary rights, which, originally appendant to the homestead
only, became appendant to the person and not to the residence, and
are consequently “bought and sold as separate property, by which
means it results that persons resident at Bampton or even at great
distance have rights on Aston and Cote Common.”” And finally
we lose all traces of the system as described by Mr. Horde and as
depicted by the representative character of the Sixteens, and in its
place find that “there are some tenants who have rights in the
common field and not in $he common pasture, and vice versa several
occupiers have the right of pasture who do not possess any portion
of arable land in the common field.” #

Against what powers the original archaic organization had
fought before the seventeenth century we have no direct evidence
to tell us. Indirectly we know that it had fought against the
feudal tyranny which came to a close with Magna Charta ; against

26 Giles' History of Bampton. p. 76.

27 Ibid.

28 Thid. 79. It is important to note that this explanation of the displacement
of a few landholders in a community by a considerable number is to be found in

another example of the village community which I discovered at Malmesbury.
8ee Archeeologia, L. 430-431.
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the military tyranny which ended at Bosworth Field ; against the
Church encroachments which ended with Elizabeth ; and above all
against the system of taxation for state purposes which, while
politically necessary, destroyed of course the old interdependence of
village communities® And in 1657 it fought the hardest of all
battles against the lawyer-conceived rights of the lord which in
most other places had been lost and which would have been lost
here too had it taken place at any other period. But the year 1657
was favourable to democratic rights. Mr. Horde wishing “to put
an end to the authority of the Sixteens and reduce the government
of the town to the obedience of the courts of his manor, hath taken
covenant from seven or eight of his tenants to whom he hath lately
let several of his yard-lands in Aston and Cote, that they shall
wholly submit to the orders of his comrt and not agree to any of
the Sixteens’ orders.” He elected another Hayward in opposition to
the Hayward chosen by the Sixteens, he impounded the borse of
this Hayward when he let him out on the horse common allotted to
him by the Sixteens in right of his office. And to all of these pro-
ceedings Sir Orlando Bridgman, to whom the case was submitted,
returned the significant answer, “I conceive the custom [of the
Sixteens] is good and the officers lawful officers,” and gave the
further shrewd advice that “it may be better for Mr. Horde to make
use of his tenants for elections, so baving the majority of voices
rather than invade the custom.” But even this was of no avail. -
The agreement subsequently drawn up “betwixt Thomas Horde
Esq., and the Freeholders, Leaseholders, and Copyholders of Aston
and Cote 14th Car. ii.,” seeking to absorb the free court of Sixteens
into a Lord’s manorial court, was not carried out, for when Mr. Giles
in 1848 wrote his History of Bampton he was able still to describe
the court of Sixteens existing free of the influence of the Lord.

As evidence therefore of the survival of the archaic community
in the manor of Aston and Cote, we have very clear traces of (1)
the original sixteen homesteads, (2) the assembly of the villagers
held in the open-air, exercising corporate rights, holding lands for
the benefit of the village, choosing officers who are paid out of the
village lands, providing the common bull and exercising other
functions of a governing body; and, as evidence of the mode of
transition from this to the more general manorial practice, we have

29 In that unsatisfactory work Ross's Early History of Landholding among
the Germans, p. 66, is given a very good summary of the causes of the break-up
of the archaic system and the reduction of proprietors into tenants owing to the
fiscal operations of the state.
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(3) the gradual attempts of the lord to assume these village rights
to be lord’s rights.

We now pass on to a consideration of the methods of holding
and cultivating the lands. These are as archaic as the structure
of the community, and they complete the remarkable picture of
primitive times which the manor of Aston and Cote gives. It is
not so surprising that the old methods of agriculture should have
survived under the old system of society, because in many places
throughout the country we know that there exist instances of such
survival, but in these cases the old system of society which had
given rise to it has completely broken up. But to find the two
things together—archaic community and archaic economy—and in
such completeness as we have it at Aston, is a phenomenon which
will be difficult, outside the boundaries of uncivilized society, to
meet with.

The whole district is divided into three parts—1, common field ;
2, common meadow ; 3, common pasture—the three parts, in fact,
by which the economy of early agricultural society is almost every-
where represented. This is distributed as follows :—Each pro-
prietor of a yard-land, or originally each member of a homestead,
who, it will be remembered, owned four yard-lands, possessed about
80 acres which were divided among the three above-named sections
of the territory. In the first place, he had twenty acres of arable
land in the common field, from which he obtained wheat, beans, and
other similar crops ; then ke had four or five acres in the common
meadow which he made into hay for feeding his cattle in the
winter ; lastly, he had the right of feeding either eight cows or four
horses, at discretion, on one part of the common pasture, and six-
teen sheep on that part set aside for sheep.®

In the common field every occupant knew his own land. The
whole of the field was divided by landmarks, and each strip always
belonged to the same owner. All the owners adopted the same modeof
cultivation according to the four-year course, leaving always a fourth
part fallow. This fixity of ownership is only a development from
one of the chief features of the common-field system, for in 1577,
when a terrier was taken which is still extant, the land was inter-
mixed in small portions of half an acre or less® each yard-land
thus representing a bundle of acre strips scattered over the common
field.

30 Mr. Williams adds that the right of pasture was for * 8 rother beasts or
4 horses and 32 sheep, but formerly of 12 rother beasts and 40 sheep.” Rother
is from Ang.-Sax. hyrther, horned cattle. Archeeologia, xxxiii., 271.
31 Archevologia, xxxiii., 271.
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The common meadow was laid out by boundary stones into
thirteen large divisions technically called “layings out.” These
always remained the same, and each laying out in like manner was
divided into four pieces called “sets”—first set, second set, third
set, and fourth set. Recourse was then had to lots ; and the follow-
ing mode was practised. From time immemorial there have been six-
teen marks established in the village, each of which corresponds with
four yard-lands, and the whole sixteen consequently represent the
sixty-four yard-lands into which the common was divided. A certain
number of tenants therefore have the same mark which they always
keep, so that everyone of them knows his own. The use of these
marks was to enable the tenants every year to draw lots for their
portions of the meadow.32

When the grass was fit to cut, the grass stewards and Sixteens
summoned the freebolders and tenants to a general meeting, and the
following ceremony took place. Four of the tenants came forward,
cach bearing his mark cut on a piece of wood, which, being
thrown into a hat, were shaken up and drawn by a boy. The first
drawing entitled its owner to have his portion of the common
meadow in set one, the second drawn in set two, &c., and thus four
of the tenants have obtained their allotments. Four others then
came forward, and the same process was repeated until all the
tenants had received their allotmnents. When the lots were
all drawn, each man went armed with his scythe and cut out his
mark on the piece of ground which belonged to him, which in many
cases lied in so narrow a strip that he had not width enough to take
a full sweep with hisscythe. A single farmer might have to cut his
portion of grass from twenty different places, though the tenants
frequently accommodated one another by exchanging allotments
when it was convenient for parties to do s0.3®

The common pasture bas already been sufficiently described.
Mr. Horde adds to his other valuable information about the state
of things in 1657 that the manor had fishing rights as well. He
says “it hath been long accustomed and known by repute that such
a part of the fishing of the river belongs to such tenants, and in all
or most part of the old deeds or leases of the several tenements are

32 Mr. Williams, in Archeologia, vol. xxxiii., p. 275, gives a description of
these marks as follows :—Each of the hides of land has its distinctive mark, as
the one thwart over w—, the two thwart over ==, the three thwart over =,
and Mr. Giles, in his History of Bampton, p. 79, adds the following examples :
the ¢ frying-pan,” the * crane’s foot,” the *‘ bow,” *‘the two strokes to the right

and one at top.”
' 33 Giles’ History of Bampton, pp. 75-80.
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granted the fishings thereunto belonging ; those parts of the river
called ‘ several waters,” and then there are other parts of the river
called ‘ common waters,” though every man knoweth his part of the
ridding thereof, in which is pretended a liberty for all to fish without
control.”

That the community, with all its principal characteristics of un-
doubted archaic originthus placed before us as surviving inthe middle
of the seventeenth century, had an historical continuity from earlier
times may be proved by the evidence of 1Domesday. Thus, both in
the seventeenth century manor and in the great eleventh century
taxing record, the terminology used in describing the lands is
identical—in both we meet with “hides” and “yard-lands.” It
seems quite idle to suggest that this particular terminology can
have been adopted capriciously without at the same time having a
distinet historical connection with the system represented by that
terminology. And therefore I conclude that the system just described
at Aston and Cote is linked on without a break to the system
described in Domesday. But from this arises a most important
question. By contrasting with the Domesday record what existed in
1657 we shall not only see how much lies hidden in the terminology
of Domesday, but shall be able to put to the test Mr. Scebohm’s
suggestion that the manors of Domesday contained within them the
village community in serfdom. That the records of Domesday
reflect a long past history and a long future history, taking our
standpoint at the time of its compilation, is a fact which does not
need confirmation ; the very period with which it deals being a
pivot point in English history to which archaic society in the past
had been very slowly developing, and from which this slowly
developed archaic society has since again progressed in more or less
stereotyped stages. In some places, as at Bampton, the archaic has
continued to within modern times as the living system of society ;
in other cases archaisms have survived in spite of obstacles, and
" oftentimes as the pet observances of small groups of people belong-
ing to special institutions or unwittingly carrying out customs
appertaining to ceremonies no longer political.

The community, as it appears in the seventeenth century after
the events which had shaken it to its very foundation, and which
had destroyed its old mode of group-succession in the archaic family,
consisted of the following classes:

The lord.
The freeholders with 12 yard-lands.
The Shifford tenants with 9 yard-lands.
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The Bampton deanery tenants with 4 yard-lands.
The copyholders with 12 yard-lands.

The lord’s tenants with 27 yard-lands.

Cottagers with right of one or two cow-commons.
Tenants of the land held by the Sixteens.

The land was 16 hides, each hide having 4 yard-lands, of about
30 acres each, but varying in different places by about 2 or 3 acres,
according to the nature of the ground* and its occupiers in 1848,
distributed in the above enumerated classes, numbered “between
one and two hundred.”% -

There appears to be no Domesday record of Aston, but we will
proceed to note the Domesday record of Bampton. We must first
set out the following details of the acreage of the several manors
within the larger manor:

Bampton, 4070 acres, or 34 hides (about).
Aston and Cote, 1870 ,, 16 hides.
Brighthampton, 410 3

Chimney, 620 ,, 5

Lew, 1500 121,

Shifford, 860 ,, 7 .

9330% acres or 78 hides (about).

The Domesday record is as follows:

The King holds Bampton

There are 27% hides

In the demesne are 6 plough teams and 6 servi

40 villani, 17 buri and 13 bordarii have 16 plough teams. In
the time of King Edward they had 26.

Ilbert de Lacy holds % hide

Walter Fitzponz holds quandam particulam terrae. [Certain
dispersed lands ?]

Henry de Ferrars holds a certain wood which Bundi the
forester held.

The Bishop of Exeter holds of the King 6 hides. There is land
for 6 plough teams. In the demesne are 2 plough teams
and 2 servi.

10 villani and 7 bordarii have 3 plough teams.
34 Giles' History of Bampton, 76.
35 Tbid. 77.
36 Young in his Agriculture of Oxford says Bampton and its hamlets contain

about 6000 acres of arable and 4000 acres of grass—p. 13—which as it includes
Haddon not included above may be considered as confirmation of these areas.
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There are two fisheries and 48 acres of meadow.

There are 4 mills

From the fisheries there are 20s

From the meadows 65s

From the market 50s

From the pannage and salt works of Wic and other customary
payments £9 13s

From the year’s produce £15

In the whole it pays 80 pounds and 40s by tale.

I would venture to read this that Bampton contained 34 hides
about (271 +14-6), which would be the same measure of its present
acreage. It is clear, therefore, that these sub-manors have been at
different times carved out of the waste’ and at the time of their
first constitution they probably met for the moment the difficulty of
providing for the increased population in the parent homestead of
Bampton. But it is not at all likely that whether a post-Domesday
settlement, or whether pre-Domesday, the constitution of Aston
would differ from that of its parent, And taking into con-
sideration that its relationship to Bampton was created by a process
thoroughly archaic, and which is to be met with in the primitive
villages of India and Russia, it seems all the more certain that the
daughter-community settling in the forest would follow exactly the
model of its parent, Bampton. If my reading of the hidage is cor-
rect, it may be that we get a glimpse of corporate life at Bampton
—the community holding the 27} hides, while the remaining
64 hides had passed into private ownership. Of its methods of
agriculture there is sufficient evidence that it was upon the
communal system. The lands are now enclosed, and no record
is known, though it doubtless exists, of its ancient customs,
but there are some indications of the older system. The ex-
pression “quandam particulam terrae,” used in reference to the lands
of Walter Fitzponz, may perhaps be translated “certain scattered
strips of land,” and we find that the charity lands of Bamp-
ton were held on the common field system, as for instance “two
acres, or more properly four lands in Bampton field, one lying in
each field,” thus significantly described in 1801 by a Mr. Hudson
who published an account of the charities of Bampton. The com-
mon field of Bampton, containing 2000 acres, is also noted so recently
as 1813 by Young in his Agriculture of Ozford, p. 39.

37Some evidence of this is given by Mr. Williams in Archeologia, xxxiii. 272.
There is a hamlet of Welde or Wealde in Bampton parish and a district of Cote

called Claywelde, now Claywell, which possibly derived their names from the
forest, that is from the forest out of which they were carved.
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Taking the relics of the common field system as they
actually exist, and the evidence of its daughter-community,
it may be conceded that Bampton possessed the same con-
stitution as we have found at Aston. But it will be seen
that nowhere in the Domesday record are there any terms which
would imply the existence of any such archaic organization as we
find at Aston. It must therefore have been either non-existent, or
else it was not understood by the commissioners, or, far more likely,
it was not required for their purpose. To argue that such an organiza-
tion did not exist until after Domesday brings us face to face with
the comparative scientists; and it does not answer their most preg-
nant of all questions : How is it that in this instance at Bampton,
as in other instances, we meet with a social organization, the exact
parallels to which exist in India, where society has not developed at
any rate of progress at all comparable to that of Europe ! But if
we suggest that the legal-minded commissioners of King William
simply overlooked what they could not understand from their study -
of Roman law, it is only stating what is true of ancient Roman law-
yers themselves with respect to the archaic organizations over which
they ruled ; and what is equally true of modern English lawyers
when they first saw the village communities of India, and of
Elizabethan lawyers when they first saw the tribal communities of
Ireland. And we are able to suggest that underneath the uniform-
ity of system expressed by the official terminology of Domesday
existed & system which varied in each locality just as much as its
descendants now vary, for the same kind of Domesday language
which described Bampton described Hitchin, and yet the two manors
as they appear in these later days are wholly different in organiza-
tion and development.

This then is what an examination of the evidence about Aston
leads us to. That the seventeenth century organization must
have been derived from the archaic free village community ;
that the process of decay shows us how the lord gradually took upon
himself the powers which once belonged to the community ; and
that if such an example exists so late in our history, it is difficult to
believe that all other examples of communal rights having been ab-
sorbed by lords’ rights are to be referred, as Mr. Seebohm suggests,
to the epoch of the Roman civilizing forces.

G. LAURENCE GOMME.
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NOTES FROM THE NORTH HIGHLANDS.
1. THE COLOUR ELEMENT IN GAELIC PLACE NAMES.

HE Fingalian braves are said, in common with the heroes of
the Homeric ballads, to have had but meagre and confused

ideas on the subject of colour discrimination ; and there are obvious
reasons, a priori, for expecting that a full, rich and critical colour
sense should be one of the latest products of civilization and culture.
But a glance at any good map of the Northern Highlands, or better
still, a short run, map in hand, over the Highland Railway, will
soon make it clear that those ancient Celts, who gave names to the
bens, glens, and lochs of Badenoch and Strathspey, were familiar
with a colour-gamut which, however defective in delicacy and
precision, was possessed at least of fair compass and considerable
variety. Within the range of half-an-hour’s run over the height of
land, from Dalwhinnie to Granton, I made a note of the following
names: Geal-charn, the white cairn or mountain, occurs on both
sides of the Spey, and there are several examples of Geal-charn-beg
and Geal-charn-mor, the little and great Geal-charns. Cairn-gorm,
the blue mountain, is one of the most conspicuous landmarks of
the Grampian range; and there is also Loch-gorm, and Tulloch-
gorm, as Highland heels to Highland reels do often witness with
nimble tread and wild hurrah. Then there are Carn-glas, the grey
cairn ; Creag-liath, the grey rock, three of them at least ; and the
great Mona-liath, the grey moor, stretching away for miles on your
left— 2 grouse moor of high repute, whose birds have grown so
familiar with the iron horse that they will sit upon an upturned
turf beside the line, and crow welcome or defiance to their natural
enemy, as he comes and goes, whisked past with such speed that
he can do them no harm. Akin to glus and liath, the green grey of
grassy slopes and the white grey of quartz rock and the hoary
head, is odhar, dun, which is found in Lochan-odhar, the dun
lakelet, and Coire-odhar, the dun corrie. But our colour-adjective,
dun, is itself a loan word from the Celtic, and is here represented
by Blar-donn, the dun moor, and Brae-donn, the dun hillock or
hill-top. In aland of dark pine woods, where nature too oft dons
her gloomy mantle, we need not wonder if many things are dubl,
black ; as in Carn-dubh, Creig-dhubh, and Blar-dow. But as an
offset we have Curn-aluinn, the hill beautiful. Of red we have
but two shadings ; though, so far as I can remember, our red deer
are always characteri<ed by a third shading in the special use, in
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this connexion, of donn, which is translated above as dun. The
two shades of red are (1) ruadh, often written 7oy, the fox-colour,
(madadh ruadh, the red dog), as in Carn-ruadh, the red cairn,
Caistel-roy, red castle; and (2) dearg, the scarlet of our British
soldier, as in Carn-dearg, of which there are several examples,
great and small, mor and beg. The dappled look of many a stretch
of grassy mountain side, along which scudding cloudlets overhead
make the pretty bars of light and shade play hide and seek, like
the merry dancers of some sort of mundane aurora borealis, did not
escape the eye of the old Celtic name-givers of our Highland bens
and glens. And thus on the Spey, as elsewhere in the Highlands,
we have more than once Bein-bhreac, the spotted mountain, and
Brae-riach, the brindled brae. The snow patches of a late summer,
and the brown withered bracken of early winter, may also stand
sponsors for these place-names.

Another cluster of Gaelic place-names will be found in the
Black Isle of Ross, to which, as I passed the time with those noted
above, the well appointed train of the Highland Railway was
rapidly speeding my way. An t-Eilean dubk, the Black Island, is
a peninsula of some twelve miles by five, lying between the Firths
of Cromarty on the north, and Beauly on the south. It is itself a
good specimen of the Gaelic place-name. Sixty years ago the
whole length of the back bone of this peninsula, from Muir of Ord
to Cromarty, with two miles or so on either side, was a bare
heathery waste, fringed round with a deep belt of gorse and broom,
whose beautiful golden bloom was far and near a noted landmark.
This old desolate moor, which was then the common grazing and
turf ground of the whole Black Isle, has been greatly changed. The
higher ground haslong been enclosed and planted. Two “ crops ” of
timber have been gathered from it in my day. And the lower
ground, where bloomed so bright the gorse and the graceful yellow
broom, has long been under the plough. But the old common is
still known as the Maol Buidke, the yellow moor. One of the
Black Isle parishes is known as an Croc Ban, the white hill;
another takes its name from the old castle of a once important
branch, now extinct, of the great M‘Kenzie clan. Many years ago
the place passed by purchase to Sir William Fettes, the founder of
Fettes College, the Eton of Scotland. From him it passed to the
Bailles of Dochfour, its present owners. The red stone of the old
Castle was a conspicuous landmark to the traveller by sea and
land. Hence it wa3 widely known as an Caistel Ruadh, the red
castle, which gives its second name to the o!d parish of Killearnan,
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or Red Castle. In this peninsula we have also the Brae-donn, the
brown or dun height, & name to be met with all over the Highlands.
We have also the Gaelic equivalents of Red-field, White-bog, Blue-
mount, Grey-craig, Black-wood, and Red-nose.

2. A MODERN MEGALITH.

The raising of memorial stones is one of the oldest customs of
the human race, ever at least from the first dawn on human con-
sciousness of the sad truth that “man never is, but always to be,
blessed.” The so-called Druid circles and the sculptured stones of
our north-eastern shores need not here be more than named. But
up and down the land there are now and then to be met with
buge monoliths whose history is known, or in regard to which
trudition tells a self-evidencing tale. To one of these modern
megaliths I made a pilgrimage during my recent visit to the
Black Isle. It stands unfenced, in an open field, at Bennetsfield, in
the parish of Avoch. Its site is on the top of the steep ascent
which rises abruptly from where Munlochy Bay opens from the
Beauly Firth, opposite Craig-a-how, and commands a wide prospect
southwards across the firth to Culloden, and northwards to the
ridge of the Maol Buidhe, with Ben Wyvis beyond. This mono-
lith is of red sandstone, from the quarry at the shore, whence was
taken the stones with which was built Fort George, some three
miles east, on the opposite side of the firth. The monolith stands
8 feet 8 inches in beight, clear of the summit of a small eircular
mound which surrounds its base ; the breadth is 12 inches, and the
thickness 7 inches. There is no fluting, or modelling of any kind
on or near the edges, which are still sharp and regular. On the
south face of the stone there is the following inscription: FuimMus |
Fac et Spera | I. M | E. M. K | 1755 | (stag’s head, beautifully cut,)

| JouN | MATHESON | ELIZABETH | MACKENZIE | Unal posta |
Funem Virtus | . This inscription was obviously intended to com-
memorate the marriage, in 1755, of John Matheson of Bennetsfield,
then laird of Bennetsfield and chief of his clan, to Elizabeth Mac-
kenzie of Belmaduthy. There is reason to believe that the inscrip-
tion was his own handiwork ; for it is on record that he wrote a
beautiful hand and was a famous sculptor in wood and stone—
accomplishments on the possession of which he boasted himself not
a little. And certainly the workmanship is of exceptional beauty.
It is partly in capitals, partly in the script hand of the time, and
partly in a style of lettering not unlike Irish. The stag’s head is
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in relief, boldly modelled, and finely chiselled. That the inscription
is the workmanship of this John Matheson no one acquainted
with the family history will doubt. The tradition in my early
days was that not this John Matheson, but John Mor Matheson, his
grandfather, carried the monolith on his shoulder from the quarry
to its present site, planting it there in memory of his marriage.
This John Mor, as witness his name, was a man of mighty stature
and great personal strength. That he should carry on his shoulder
so great a burden would not be altogether incredible ; but his dates
do not agree with the inscription. His grandson was also a man
of powerful build. At the funeral of his granddaughter, who died
at Inverness, some few years ago, I was shown his thigh bone,
which had been turned out of the newly opened grave in the old
churchyard of Suddie. In thickness, and the great size of its
trochanters and other prominences for muscular attachment, it was
more like the femur of a horse than of a man. The tradition may,
or may not, be true. I give it as, long ago, I got it. Since then,
however, a strange and elaborate legend has gathered around the
old Bennetsfield monolith. In this legend the monolith becomes
the guiding pole with which the blind giant of the cave at Craig-
a-how waded across the bay, to prey on the fat beeves of Bennets-
field. Methinks I can spot his prototype in a certain Blin’ George,
a noted fiddler at penny weddings fifty years ago, who at the rising
tide in summer time used to set nets in the main channel of the
bay ; and into these nets, with a huge pole, usually grasped in the
middle, and worked like the paddle of a modern canoe, the blind
old man, up to his waist in the briny tide, was wont to *splash ’
the flounders, as it were, into his fish trap.

3. THE CURSE OF CULCHALZIE.

Here is a legend of the Black Isle, to which recent events give
point and emphasis. Culchalzie first came to the Mackenzies
through a clansman who married the widowed proprietrix. She
prided herse!f on being “master” of her own house and wide
domains. Her habitual after dinner toast was Do shlainte, fhir-
an-taighe 'na mo thaigh fhein, “ Your health, man of the house, in
the house that's my own.” This she was enabled to do as the
dowager-mother of a son and heir, born of her first marriage. But
the second husband took at last a terrible revenge. One day, when
the dowager was absent, the son and heir was decoyed into the
kiln, which then was a necessary part of an ordinary set of farm
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offices, and there he was suffocated. That evening the husband,
who so long stifled his wounded pride, was in haste to act upon his
newly won domestic supremacy. As bis wife was going to give her
usual toast, he took the word from her mouth with Do shlainte, a
bhean an taighe, na mo thaigh flein, “ Your health, goodwife, in
my own house.” Instantly the blood spot was on her cheek, and
thunder on her brow. “The Loy ?” “Stifled in the kiln.” In
these fierce old days there was no time for copious dialogue and
“the development of character.” So the poor she-wolf, bereaved of
her one cub, rose from the table and weirdly hissed the words, since
then too often quoted, of the Curse of Culchalzie, Cho fad sa bhitheas
Maccoinnich ann an Culchalzie, cha bhith Culchalzie gun amadan
s gun bhantrach ; while a Mackenzie has Culchalzie, Culchalzie
shall never be without idiot and widow. And so it was. But now
the bitterness of the cruel curse is spent. Culchalzie knows the
Mackenzies no more. The name has died out.

4. AN OLD GAELIC PROPHESY CONCERNING IONA.

The Catholic Pilgrimage to Iona reminds me of an old Gaelic
Prophesy which was recited to me some sixteen years ago in cir-
cumnstances of strange and unusual solemnity. It was in winter-
time, under cover of night, and on the lone shores of Lake Huron,
where, as indeed in most other parts of the new Dominion of Canada,
many a little settlement of Gaelic speaking Highlanders may be
found, dotted down here and there in the wilderness. From one to
another of these lone homesteads I was being sleighed, under bright
starry skies, on a round of missionary visits. My companion was a
native of Mull, and his birth-place looked over to the sacred isle of
the holy Columba. He knew the ruins well ; but very many years
had passed since last he saw them, and he knew that his eyes
would never more rest on them again or on the graves of his people.
We were both of us hushed and solemnised. It was an awful soli-
tude around, and all but eternal silence, when a crashing, rushing,
long drawn, terrible sound burst all at once on the ear. I thought
it was the roar of the rending ice on the lake. But no. He told
me it was some giant of the woods being split up by the freezing of
its own sap. “That sound,” he said, “roused me from a sweet
reverie. I was thinking of home and of Iona; and there came
back to me the words of an old prophesy which I heard long ago.

Here it is:
Hi, mo chridhe, Hi, mo ghradh
M’an d’tig au saoghal gu crich,
Bithidh Hi mar a bha.
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Hi of mny heart, Hi of my love, ere the world comes to an end, Hi
shall be as it was.” He was a good Protestant, and so am I. We
had both assisted at a round of Protestant services in the woods,
and we were going to be similarly engaged for the next week.
None the less did we pray with a true heart that the day might
soon come when the Holy Place of Columba, the Jerusalem to
which this pious soul in his long exile, so tenderly looked back,
should rise again in more than its ancient glory.

May we look to this pilgrimage as a sign that the old prophecy
is going to be fulfilled ?

DoNALD MASSON.

QUARTERLY SUMMARY OF
ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES, &c., IN
THE BRITISH ISLES.

Prehistoric Remains.—The remains of Elephas Primigenius have been
discovered at Southall, Middlesex, at the 88-foot contour, associated with
flint implements. They were imbedded in sandy loam underlying evenly
stratified sandy gravel. The implements include a well-formed spear-head,
nearly 5 inches in length, spear-head flakes, &c.—The fossil remains of an
ichthyosaurus were unearthed in a pit of blue lias near Yeovil by some labour-
ers,and it was found that its length was over 22 feet. The removal of the clay
in which it was embedded caused the fossil to fall to picces; but the fragments
have been carefully collected. —During some excavations on the premises of
Messrs. Walker and Sons, Otley, Yorkshire, a mass of human and other
bones, bears’ claws, flint, charcoal, and burnt slates or tiles was turned up
with the sub-soil.—A Committee of the Isle of Man Natural History and
Antiquarian Society has been formed for the purpose of exhuming the re-
mains of an Irish elk which lie buried in the marl bed in the parish of
German. Some years ago bones of three of these animals were found, and
an unsuccessful attempt was made to remove those which now we hope
will be exhumed scientifically.

British Remains.—Mr. H. Prigg has discovered some late Celtic objects
near Elveden, Suffolk. The site of the discovery is the Breom Close Field,
3} miles from Thetford. A quantity of burnt matter was found in exca-
vating only 18 in. below the modern level. Three urns of fine wheel
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pottery were met with, arranged in the form of a triangle. Among the
remains, which were clearly sepulchral, werec many fragments of metal
bands, one of which had been covered with late Celtic ornament. Sufficient
remained to show that they had formed part of a situla lined inside and
out. — Limblow Hill, a tumulus between Royston and Litlington,
bas been destroyed by the owner. The height was 18 feet, the
diameter about 42 feet. Below the centre a rectangular pit, 4 feet long and
2 feet deep, was found full of large flints, but no bones or other objects
were found in it. It was composed entirely of surface mould and chalk
rubble scraped together, and had a ditch surrounding it.—An Order in
Council has been published, ordering and prescribing that the following
monuments shall be deemed to be ancient monuments within the meaning of
the Act of 1882 : The Nine Stones, Winterbourne Abbas, near Dorchester ;
the Chambered Long Barrow, known as the Gray Mare and Colts, near
Gorwell, in the county of Dorset ; the Stone Circle on Tenant Hill, Kingston
Russel Farm, near Dorchester; and five monuments in the county of
Wigtown.

Roman Remains.—While draining a field about half-a-mile on the
south side of Minskip, and about 2 miles from Boroughbridge and Ald-
borough, a workman discovered an urn of the dark slaty brown pattern,
It is 13 inches high, 31 inches round the centre, and 15 inches round the
bottom. There is an opening at the top, and a handle on each side.
Another fragment of pottery, two millstones and a coin, undecipherable,
were found with the urn.—A fine villa has been discovered at Tockington,
Gloucestershire, not far from the course of the Roman road up to the
Severn at Old Passage. The site is within the area of a modern looking
farm-house, and the remains have been found at a depth of only a few
inches beneath the modern level. Five tessellated pavements have been
uncovered.— While some improvements were being made lately on the
estate of Mr. A. Maudslay, Twyford, near Winchester, the site and remains
of a Roman villa were discovered. The excavation is being carefully
carried on under Mr. Maudslay’s supervision. Some walls and coarse
tesser® have been uncovered, and it is thought that more extensive remains
will be found in the adjoining field.—Mr. R. S. Ferguson reported the dis-
covery of a portion of a sculptured slab in excavations on the site of the
new markets, Carlisle. Two figures of the De@ Matres remain on it in
perfect preservation. A plain altar was also found, and the socket into
which. it had fitted.—While the gardener of the Rector of Ebchester
was digging in the garden, at the end of June, he came upon a small regular
building in the form of a square. The rector had the excavations carried
on on the other side of the wall, and they came upon what he supposes to
be one side of the northern gateway into the camp. It is intended to carry
the excavations still further. In the discovered tower were found a piece
of Romano-British pottery, a stone, supposed to be part of a mill-stone,
and the bones of animals.

Anglo-Saxon Remains.—A Saxon cemetery of some extent has been dis-
covered in the cricket field of St. John’s College, Cambridge.  Over fifty
skeletons have been examined, and many objects including brooches, belt
plates, pierced Roman coins, urns, have been excavated. There is evidence
of the concurrence of inhumation and urn-burial. —Mr. H. W. Smith, ok
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Belvedere, Kent, reports to the Antiguary that during the week ending
June 16, in putting down some large water-pipes at Crayford for the West
Kent Waterworks, the workmen came upon some interesting remains,
which may, perhaps, be identified as belonging to the Anglo-Saxon period,
though in the absence of skilled examination, it is impossible to decide
definitely. At a depth of about four feet beneath the present Dover Road
a bed of peat was discovered, which was evidently part of the bottom of the
shallow but broad waters of the ancient river Cray. Beneath, and in the
peat, were found considerable quantities of human bones and bones of
horses. Several buckles, pins, some spurs, a horse’s bit and curb-chain,
which latter had apparently been plated with silver, were found. There
were also discovered five curious bosses or ornaments of bronze or some
mixed metal, and these had evident traces of the silver with which they
had originally been plated. Each boss was exactly an inch across at the
base, tapering to three-quarters of an inch at the top, and half an inch
high. At the top, within a circle, were four engraved hollows or indenta-
tions of a leaf shape, the base or stem end of the leaves converging on the
centre of the boss. Extending round the sides, continuously, was n
beautiful interlaced snake-like pattern. All were hollow, but strongly
made, and at the base or back a plate was soldered, in which was a hole
intersected by a cross piece to enable the boss or ornament to be fastened
to the dress, or possibly on the outer side of a horse’s bridle-rein.

Coins and Seals.—In breaking up the present road for water-pipes at
Crayford two shillings of Elizabeth, dated respectively 15690 and 1592, a
copper coin of Louis XIIL of France, dated 1636, a shilling of William III.
dated 1697, and numerous copper coins of Charles II., William IIIL, and
the Georges, have been discovered.—Among the débris, during some ex-
cavations at Otley, Yorkshire, at a depth of nearly 8 feet from the modern
soil level, six copper and bronze coins and a lead seal were found, several
of the coins being in a good state of preservation. Seals like the one foun |
were attached to Papal bulls, and as this specimen has the usual aper-
ture through its diameter to allow of the connection of the bull with the
seal being made, there is no doubt that this was so attached to a document
of this character. In years past the archbishops had a palace at Otley,
and it is conjectured that this is one of the many seals used in the manner
indicated. The seal in question bears authority from Pope Innocent IV.,
who occupied the Papal chair from 1243 to 12564. On the obverse are the
Roman capitals “spa, spg,” standing respectively for St. Paul and St.
Peter. Immediately below are the heads of those saints in relief, a cross
in the middle dividing them. On the reverse are the letters ‘* INNOCENTIVS
PP 111L.”

Abbeys, Churches, &c.—A discovery has been made at Rosedale Abbey,
North Yorkshire. Whilst the grave-digger was making a grave he came in
contact with a large stone, which impeded his progress. On being broken
it proved to be the lid of a stone coffin, about 7 feet long, and very well
cut. The skull and some other bones inside were in a good state of pre-
servation. This is said to be the first stone coffin discovered at Rosedale,
and is supposed to have some connection with the ancient abbey, the ruins
of which adjoin the churchyard, and which was founded about 1190 by a
De Stuteville, one of the family which owned Stuteville Castle, near Kirby-
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moorside.—The ancient parish church of Northstoke, a secluded village
under the south west brow of Lansdown, is being restored under the advice
of Major Davis. 'The little church, ¢ with square tower and every mark of
hoar antiquity,” stands on an eminence at the east end of the village.
The indications of a very early church are the stair turret of the tower, a
Norman buttress on the south side, marks of the existence of a rood loft in
the chancel arch and a very early font. We regret that Major Davis has
been selected for the work of restoration (1) because his action with refer-
ence to the Roman Baths at Bath does not give archeeologists any con-
fidence in him.—Excavations have taken place at Lilleshall Abbey, Salop,
resulting in the laying bare of the foundation of the whole of the conventual
buildings and other remains.—The Builder and Atkeneum have, we are
happy to say, resisted the proposition to restore Barfreston church near Deal,
and we trust these powerful journals will fully succeed in their efforts.—The
church of St. Martin’s, Seamer, near Scarborough, has been restored. It con-
tained some good Norman work, the chancel arch, the side windows, small
door and nave, and we hope the vandal’s hands have left these alone.—An
appeal is going to be made for subscriptions in aid of preserving Crowland
or Croyland Abbey, Lincolnshire. We trust this will be looked after by the
proper authorities.—Vandalism was feared at Christchurch, Hants, but the
Town Clerk has written to the Daily News to say that protection of the
ruin and improvement of the surroundings are all that is aimed at. We
hope this is so and that nothing even for these laudable purposes will be
attempted without good advice.—On the report of the architect in-
terested in the matter, it is proposed to expend on the restoration of St.
Helen’s, Bishopsgate, the most interesting parish church in London, more
than £5,600. Few metropolitan churches have richer history or contain more
important monuments than St. Helen’s. We hope, says the Athencum, the
fate of Salisbury Cathedral will not overtake it.—It is proposed to restore the
body of the ancient but small church of Boxwell, which is the parish church of
the village of Leighterton in Gloucestershire. It was frequently used by Prince
Rupert during the wars between Charles I. and his Parliament, and contains
many historic mementoes. The chancel, which is in decent repair, contains
mural tablets of the Huntley family. The estate is for the present in the
Chancery Court, and the church, which is used only on four occasions dur-
ing the year (Leighterton Church being used generally for service), is in a
most dilapidated condition.—In June last, a gravestone in the form of a
coffin, and bearing a cross, was discovered at Strata Florida Abbey, where
excavations have been resumed [see ante i. 283].—The remains of the old
Castle at Guildford have been preserved, and the grounds laid out as a
pleasure-ground. The Builder approves of the manner in which the work
has been done.—The ancient church of the Augustine Canons at Worksop,
founded by William de Lovelot in 1103, is to be enlarged.—The old house,
No. 20 North Street, Exeter, is to be pulled down for the purpose of
widening the street.—Excavations have been going on at Bothwell Castle,and
the ancient foundations have been laid bare. There have been found a
winding horn made of clay and enamelled, and a horse-shoe.—The fifteenth-
century roof of the church of St. Brannock, near Barnstaple, has been
restored. The well-known large boss of St. Brannock and his pigs has not,
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we understand, been meddled with.—The church of St. Saviour at Dart-
mouth is being ¢ restored.”

Museum Work.—A museum association has been formed to cousist of
curators and those engaged in museum work. The association is to con-
sider as to the possibility of compiling a compendious index of the
contents of all provincial museums and other important matters con-
nected with the practical part of museum work.— The Athencum
states that the Department of Greek and Roman Antiquities at the
British Museum has recently bought a highly interesting and beautiful
statue of Diana, rather larger than life, and carved with great skill and
care in that archaistic style which prevailed in the Empire from about 100
A.D. till the end of the reign of Marcus Aurelius, 80 years later. The figure
is fully draped with the peculiar affectation of severity and the formal dis-
position of the delicately wrought folds which distinguish the revival of the
charucteristics of the archaic mode of sculpture. The face, which is perfect,
and the contours of the figure, especially of the torso, have a soupgon of
voluptuousness and somewhat florid charm, very different from that severe
mode the sculptor affected to follow. On the head is a coronet, elaborately
graved in imitation of goldsmiths’ work. The right arm and hand, which
are lost, probably held a bow. The left hand grasps a fawn. The iron
clamps by which these limbs were attached to the rest of the figure have
rusted, and burst the joints they were intended to secure. Several parts
of the drapery exhibit traces of colours, a sort of rose, or pink, and green.
Mr. Murray has made much progress in a very useful and intelligent re-
arrangement of the collection of terra-cotta statuettes deposited in wall
cases formerly occupied by Greek and Etruscan vases. These figurines and
their allied bas-reliefs in clay amount to about five hundred, and are dis-
posed in chronological order with geographical subdivisions, beginning with
Sardinian and Cypriote specimens and other severe and primitive types,
which exhibit Pheenician and quasi-Egyptian influences, and descend to
Greco-Italian examples, including, of course, the well-known productions
of Tanagra and similar schools. The collection exhibits an array of the
loveliest and most elegant motives, quite unexpected by those who have
not studied this comparatively recent subject.
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THE PISAN GAME.

HE “Giuoco del Ponte ” of Pisa, as played up to the middle of
last century, was one of the most interesting and representa-
tive of all medieeval amusements of which accounts have been
bhanded down to us. It generally took place once every year, on
the occasion of some rich merchant or potentate placing a sum at
the disposal of the directors of the game, for the costumes, the
illuminations of the Arno and other requirements of the pageant.
I have before me accounts of the game of the Bridge as played in
1608, when the Grand Duke Cosmo celebrated his nuptials with
Maria Maddalena, Arch-Duchess of Austria, by giving a large sum
towards this game. At a much fuller account given of the game
on the occasion when the rich Marquis San Miniato paid 1000 scudi
into the coffers of the directors, that unusual elegance might mark
the performance when in 1740 he introduced his bride to the citizens
of Pisa.

The origin of this game of war is lost in legends, but the one
generally accepted by the Pisans as the mest veracious of the 14
theories concerning its first establishment is given by Troncia,! who
says that in the year 1154 Mushet, a Saracen, King of Sardinia, at-
tacked Pisa in the dead of night, and penetrated into the southern
portion of the city, which he reduced to ashes. A woman, Chiusica
by name, roused the citizens on the northern bank of the Arno, a
bloody battle was fought on the bridge, and the infidel put to flight,
and every year after this a sham fight took place on the bridge
between the southern and northern division of the city. Other
theories speak of the Latin or Etruscan origin of the game, but I
think the generally accepted one is the most poetical and sufficiently
probable.

Several authors speak of this game as being a great outlet to
the love of faction so rife in Italian towns at this period. Pisa, by
her river, is divided into two nearly equal parts, the north and the
south, and every opportunity thereby afforded for constant rivalry.
However, the Pisans appear to have, in a great measure, discarded

1 Annali Pisani.
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politics and to have thrown the whole force of their rivalry into
this one game. During all the middle ages, Pisans were brought
up to look upon this game as the great event in life; young men
looked eagerly for the time when at eighteen they might show
their powers in the hostile ranks; the young nobleman’s great
ambition was to obtain rank in the mimic army ; and the venerable
colonels and generals were held in as high esteem by their fellow
citizens as the heroes of Waterloo and Sedan.

Everything was done to carry out the idea of war between the
contending armies. There were ambassadors, officers of every rank,
and private soldiers ; immense sums were expended in costumes and
weapons, the only difference being that there were no casualties.
Occasionally, before fighting on the parapets of the bridge was for-
bidden, a few men fell into the water and were drowned, but it was
part of a Pisan’s faith to believe, in accordance with the following
legend, that no casualties could occur. St. Catharine of Sienna
whilst playing in the church of St. Christian was disturbed by the
sound of tambourines and drums, Ste. Christina appeared to her,
and to calim the disturbed thoughts of her suppliant, explained that
it was only the preparations for the annual game of war, “good for
both mind and body.” So St. Catharine continued her devo-
tions and prayed fervently that for the ages to come no accident
might ever occur, and regularly on the morning of the game,
warriors in glittering coats-of-mail might be seen at Sts- Chris-
tina’s church at the morning mass, so that the church was fuil
of them, and those who could not get in, knelt piously out-
side.

The contending armies of the north and south each divided their
forces into six squadrons, and each squadron had its distinguishing
name, that of S. Antonio, of the Lions, of the Dragons, of the Satyrs
and so forth; each had its colour, which its partizans flaunted in
their hats. A Pisan was as jealous of the credit of his squadron as
any soldier is of his regiment; the rich gave large sums {o the
treasury of their squadron, and bequeathed money to it when they
died. As an example of this we may quote the will of Sergeant
Domenico, who died in 1658, and left all his worldly goods to the
hospital of St. Gregory with the injunction to provide “annually
for the squadron of the Satyrs on the day of the general hattle,
seven helmets, three pairs of gauntlets, four pairs of padded shoulder
pieces, a pair of steel amulets, and four lengths of ordinary silk for
the shirts of the said combatants of the colour which shall seem
best to the executors of this my will.”
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St. Anthony’s day, the 17th of January, was originally the one
fixed for the game, but in later years this was only looked upon as
a rehearsal day, and the “ general battle,” as it was called, took place
on some day during the summer when a prince or distinguished
ambassador happened to be passing through Pisa.

Before the stone bridge which now spans the Arno was erected
in 1660, the battle did not always take place over the river, proba-
bly for prudential motives, and we read in old annals2how the battle
of the bludgeon and the buckler (nazza e scudo), as it is sometimes
called, took place at the city-gates in the “ piazze,” and Troncia has
a story that in 1167 the battle was fought on the Arno itself, which
in that year was so thickly frozen over, that men walked across it
for many days, and heavily weighted waggons passed over.

When it was decided that the game should take place the officers
of the side that was last victorious held a “council of war,’ and
having settled everything to their liking, they sent the “prelimin-
aries ” across the river, on receipt of which the officers of the other
side convoked their council. Great preparations were made for the
ceremony at which war was formally to be declared. A pavilion
was erected on the centre of the bridge, streaming with banners and
glittering with gold ;in this the generals and superior officers took up
their position, whilst around the citizens crowded, each wearing the
ribbon or favour of his particular squadron, and the Arno below was
covered with gaily decorated boats.

If the south had previously been victorious a herald from the
north quarter of the town arrived; he was always a Pisan noble
of comely mien, and, attended by hissquires, he entered the pavilion
and read the declaration of war, of which the following is a specimen :

“You conquered, knights of the south, so as to increase our
glory in having generously fought with your power. It was but the
fortune of war which was against us. Name but the day for a
renewal of the conquest and we shall be prepared to triumph.”

“You deceive yourselves,” responded the herald of the south,
“if you think to make nought of the glory of our victory by
attributing it to chance. We accept your challenge as a means for
adding further laurels to our crown. On the — day of — month
we shall be in our accustoned camp, where, by defending our regime,
we shall make you confess that the virtue and valour of our arms
alone are the only sure guarantees of triumph.”

These declarations were then nailed up outside the pavilion, that
all might read, signed by the generals with fictitious names, as for
: 2 Roncini, Lib. 7, and Troncia, lib. cit.
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example : “I, the agile knight Lencippas, chosen by the common
consent of the knights of the south, confirm the above.”

Before the day appointed for the outbreak of hostilities, there was
always a general holiday for revelry, on which the soldiers of each
side, all armed with swords, with their standard-bearer and their
captains, not without the beating of drums, passed over to the hostile
side of the city and made merry in the enemy’s inns, returning
home late in the evening to a banquet prepared for them by their
officers.

After this holiday, until the day appointed for the contest, Pisa
was very busy. The officers were drilling their troops in the
squares; the armour makers worked night and day at cuirasses,
coats of mail, &c. ; the tailors and milliners were overwhelmed with
the number of shirts, banners, and gay trappings which were
required of them ; the guilders, the sign painters, the builders, all
had more work to do than they possibly could manage, and all this
while the experienced officers of either side were holding councils of
war, and discussing by what cunning stratagem they might be able
to secure victory for their side.

The list of officials who took part at this game is curious. First
of all there were the four deputies, two from each side of the Arno,
rich men, whose names appeared at the head of the subscription list,
their duties were to summon the war councils, to give the signal for
battle, and to look to the general good behaviour of the troops.

Then there were the two Furieri, one on each side, of necessity
active, capable men, since their duties comprised the distributing of
arms, the giving and receiving of orders outside the field of battle;
they were, in fact, the Pisan winisters of war.

The celatini were officers appointed to watch the progress of the
battle, umpires so to speak, who disarmed the prisoners, and saw
that they did not again mix in the fray; they attended to wounds,
and brought refreshments to the combatants. They wore on their
heads a peculiar cap called a celata, and though they were non-
combatants, yet their appearance was formidable enough with their
gauntlets, cuirasses, and shields.

The squadrons were composed of men distinguished for their
strength of limb and development of muscle, very fine men to look
upon, and their surroundings excessively quaint. The squadron of
“ Winter,” which took part in the fight in 1740 is thus desecribed.
It was led by one Signor Pietro della Seta under the feigned name
of “ Attilius Regulus Roman knight.” It was composed of 30 men,
dressed in long garments of green cloth from the neck to the foot;
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above the elbows their arms were spangled with silver to represent
frost and snow, whilst from the elbow to the wrist pink cloth to
represent the nude covered their arms,

On their heads they wore many coloured helmets, and in their
hands they carried shields, on which were represented all the animals
of the chase and winter birds ; their standard was of green silk, on
which was depicted a gnarled trunk of a tree covered with silver to
give the idea of snow, and their motto was “the winter legion,”
written on a scroll which encircled the leafless trunk. Behind them
was drawn a representation of a lofty Apennine covered with snow,
on the top of which lay an old man dressed in pink, as if dying in
naked wretchedness, his hoary locks and long white beard being
covered with snowflakes and icicles. On the slopes of the moun-
tain were shrubs, pine trees, and evergreens, covered with snowflakes,
and at the foot of the mountain were caves in which shepherds were
seen feeding their flocks. Two screech owls dragged this mountain
with cords, and behind it came “ Spring ” on a lovely car covered with
leaves and various flowers, drawn by two light horses draped in
peacock coloured cloth. Around Spring were grouped several
masked figures covered with loose gold and silver veils, as if flying
in the air. The vernal goddess was dressed as a comely damsel with
a white satin dress down to her knees, one blaze of flowers, leaves,
and golden tinsel. The driver who sat at her feet wore a green and
yellow cloak with a cap of many colours. Near this car, two youths
dressed in white cloth with crimson caps, flying veils and streaming
banners, carrying baskets full of flowers, which they cast at Spring,
as a madrigal was sung by 5 voices to the music of lute and
spinette ; the musicians were dressed in many coloured garments,
green caps, and were encircled with garlands of flowers.

Squadron number eight of the Southern army bad for its motto,
“True Love,” and announced that they came to maintain the well-
known fact that the ladies in the South of Pisa were far superior to
those of the North, and excelled in beauty those of any other
Italian city. The brilliant display of design and rivalry in ex-
penditure generally took place on the day preceding the contest—
but on the actual day the soldiers of the squadrons presented a
much more formidable aspect in their iron helmets (morione) with
the vizor that could be raised and lowered at will. Beneath the
helmet each wore a cap padded with cotton to protect his head, under
his breastplate he wore a leathern corslet, he was also provided
with armlets of iron, gauntlets and leg preservers, and over the
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whole was cast a silk shirt of the colour of his squadron, which
hung in shreds around him when he issued from the fight.

The shield or Targone was quite a speciality of Pisa, its dimensions
were regulated by law, being 15 inches wide by a yard long, and
fastened to the left arm by means of loops. A Pisan treated his
Targone much as a good cricketer treats his bat, during the year he
would repair from time to time to the armoury to oil it and see
that it was all right. Every common soldier, of whom each squadron
was supposed to contain from 25 to 40, was under the obligation of
providing his own Targone and his own silk shirt, if the squadron
was not rich enough to do so, and with these he was instructed to
appear on the morning of the contest at his standard-bearer’s
abode.

None ever shirked the honour of partaking in the fight; if by
chance such a coward existed the fair dames of Pisa would pelt him
with toys and treat him with bitter scorn, and if & man gained a
reputation for being a skilful soldier his position was most enviable.
Instances are on record of convicts being let out of prison for three
days to join in the fight, if they were soldiers of high renown, for
the pageant on the day preceding the fight, for the fight itself and
for the festivities on the following day.?

The standard-bearer was a man of great importance in each
squadron, he was rich, for part of his duties were to give banquets
to the troops from time to time, he must be quick-witted for jokes
were expected of him, and on the election of a new standard-bearer
the soldiers of his squadron carried him through the streets of Pisa,
decked in the squadron colours with ostrich plumes nodding above
his helmet, his sword at his side and two pages following him.
Much also might be said respecting the captains, the corporals, the
serjeant-majors, the lieutenant-generals, and the generals, each and
all of these officers were held in great honour, and had to have
unlimited purses. The general, for example, of the six squadrons
had to provide 200 Targoni, 2 casks of wine, to give a grand
banquet in his palace three days before the fight, to keep six knights
as a body-guard, to pay the drummers and tambourine players, to
provide illuminations, his own uniform and the livery of six pages
who accompanied him wherever he went.* Though the office was
no sinecure and & great expense to him, yet the rank and honour
of the general of a victorious army were unequalled in Pisa. He
took precedence of everyone at a public banquet, and a rich Pisan’s

3 Poroni nat. mil. lib. 4, cap. 1.
4 Pellicciari, cap. B.
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aim in life was to be elected to the post; he was for the time being
almost like the king of the city.

The ambassadors also were prominent features in the game, they
appeared on horseback in gay though curious habiliments. They too
paid handsomely for the honour. So no wonder that the “ Game of
the Bridge” at Pisa, with all the money lavished on it, was one of
the most gorgeous spectacles in mediseval Italy.

From earliest dawn on the day of the fight Pisa was a blaze of
colour, squadrons passing rapidly to and fro with glittering banners
on their way to the morning mass; those of the South to worship
before the shrine of St. Catharine, those of the North before the
shrine of St. Nicholas. The officiating priests would bless the
banners and also the flags that ordinary individuals brought prior
to putting them up on their housetops. The place of rendezvous
for the Southern army was under the arches of the Piazza S.
Sepolchro, whilst the squadrons of the Northern army met at the
university.

Before the marching past (il far le mostre) was begun the
general harangued his men in a spirited little speech. Two horses
richly caparisoned, led by two grooms, and without riders, headed
the procession for the use of the general if his own should fail
Then came six trumpeters on horseback with nodding plumes.
Then followed the general himself with his six pages on foot carrying
his weapons, his accoutrements were magnificent and sparkling with
Jjewels, in his right hand he carried a gold mace, his badge of officc,
whilst his councillors, his ambassadors, and other officers followed
behind.

The captain of the first squadron then followed on foot carrying
in his hand a “bludgeon and a buckler” in honour of the ancient
name, his four pages follow him, and then to the sound of drum the
six squadrons march past in order, saluting any distinguished person
they might pass on the line of route, and all the time heroic songs
are lustily sung in which officers and men take a vigorous part.

T'o protect the combatants from any display of popular feeling,
strict laws were passed. Such, for example, was one which rendered
anyone who threw “stones, wood, or the like from roof or window,
at those who were going to fight on the bridge, liable to a fine of
50 scudi and on the second offence to a flogging in the public
square.”®

The field of battle was the bridge, on either side of which a space
was marked out on which the general disposed his troops. In front

8 Libro du Bandi,
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he placed 50 or 60 soldiers in rows of five or six deep. “So bound
and protected by their shields, that they seemed as if sewn to-
gether.”® Those men were generally the novices in the game, who
were not intended to do more than withstand the charges of the
enemy. As for the rest of the soldiers they were distributed in
small bodies, to replace the others as they got tired. Behind each
army the “celatini” were busy with their refreshment stalls, and
preparing “ Targoni,” of which they had a large supply on hand, in
case some might be destroyed in the contest. Then there were men
with jars of white paint on their arms, very wily experienced
fellows, whose duty it was, if they saw any combatant not doing
his duty or fighting unfairly, to mark him with a dab of white
paint in some conspicuous place, and render him an object of
derision for the rest of the day.

The excitement in the neighbourhood of the bridge was intense,
all windows commanding a view, were converted into gaily decorated
opera boxes, stands were erected for the accommodation of spectators,
and the Arno below was scarcely visible from the number of gay
boats upon it. At the sound of the trumpet the hostile forces
advanced towards the centre of the bridge, across which a bar the
Auntema was placed, the “ deputies” who had the ordering of affairs
were in a boat below and gave the signal for the attack by letting
off a pistol and hoisting the bar by means of a chain attached to it.

Then the ingenuity of the generals was taxed to the extreme,
after the first violent shock had passed he hastily brought up
reinforcements, or feigned a retreat so as to scatter the phalanxes of
his opponents, and then he could out-flank them and perhaps take
the vanguard prisoners, who would be consigned forthwith to the
*deputies,” stripped of their weapons and rowed across to their own
side of the Arno, on giving their word of honour not to join in the
contest again that day.

For three-quarters of an hour nothing would be heard save
shouts and clashing of Targoni. The bridge over the peaceful
Arno looked in good earnest the scene of a deadly contest, and then
at the given time two shots would be fired to fix the time at which
the contest was over. Sometimes the victorious would win only a
few inches of ground ; sometimes the chances of war would be more
marked, and a complete rout take place, the vanquished being
driven right out of their camp and forced back into the streets
which led down to the bridge, but wherever they were, the soldiers
all knew that at the given signal he must stop or he would be

¢ Brancaccio, cap. 8.



THE PISAN GAME. 65

painted with white paint, put in prison, and not allowed again to
participate in the game, and when all is over, one party returned
home to triumph, the other to disgrace and shame.

The celebration of victory is one of the most conspicuous
features of our game. After a rest, the victorious party, decked in
the gay costumes they had worn the evening before, issue forth and
parade the streets of their own quarter, and making merry till
supper-time, when all the combatants assembled and feasted prior
to the triumphant entry into the enemy’s country, which always
took place at midnight, accompanied by the trumpeters, the tam-
bourine players, and a host of merrymakers; whilst the vanquished
remained indoors, with close doors and windows, sleeping, or pre-
tending to do so, and making as if they heard not the insulting
cries of victory going on in the streets below. It was generally
dawn before the revellers returned home. The Arno was gay with
the lurid light of bonfires and blazing tar-barrels. On the victorious
side every house was illuminated, but on the vanquished side not a
light appeared in any window. “The Triumph” always took
place two days after the fight—the victorious general, borne in an
ivory chariot and accompanied by the prisoners and men bearing
the spoil of victory. A law obliged all those who had been cap-
tured in the fight to cross the Arno on the day of triumph and sur-
render themselves to the humiliating duty of decorating their
opponents’ triumphal cortége.

Two trumpeters on horseback led the procession ; fifteen couples
of knights on horseback followed, and two waggons full of banners,
targoni, and helmets, spoils from the enemy ; the prisoners, with
hands bound behind their backs, followed, closely guarded by hal-
berdiers; and then came a stupendous car of victory, with symbolical
figures upon it of Valour, Fame, and Duty, lounging in easy atti-
tudes of repose. Music played, heroic songs were sung ; whilst the
general in his ivory car brought up the rear.

The Doric loggia, close to the bridge, served as a temple for the
celebration of the victory in case the Southerners were triumphant,
and it was sumptuously decorated for the occasion ; songs in honour
of the general and his troops were invented for the occasion, and
grandees from all quarters were provided with seats inside.

On rare occasions the victory was undecided, not an inch of
ground being won by either party; so it happened in 1662, when
both sides had their triumphal procession and poetic effusions,
The Southerners said their right wing was exactly in the centre of

the bridge at the signal for ceasing, whereas their left was a few
E
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inches within the enemy’s territory. The Northerners flatly denied
this assertion, and the Archduke of Innsbriick, who happened to be
the honoured guest on the occasion, on being appointed umpire,
decided in favour of the Southerners, who forthwith proceeded to
celebrate a triumph. But the Northerners would not accept the
decision, and also prepared for a triumph. So, seeing that neither
party was willing to give way, and fearing a disturbance, the Arch-
duke proposed that both parties should join in one grand triumphal
procession in which a gorgeously arrayed figure of Peace should be
carried about hidden in bushes of olive branches; and thus in
festivities the Pisan warriors on either side of the Arno buried their
hostilities.

After the contest, in regular rotation and with relative splendour,
the generals, the captains, and officers entertained their respective
armies at banquets at different seasons of the year; military
trophies and rich plate adorned the halls in which the entertain-
ments took place, and a free ingress was given to all who wished to
see the warriors at the meal.

“ Verily,” says Agostino Paradisi, in a quaint old Italian treatise
on a nobleman, “this game is memorable not only for its antiquity,
but for the talents displayed therein, and for the variety of colour,
and must always be enumerated amongst the most celebrated spec-

tacles of the world.”
J. THEODORE BENT.

THE SUITORS OF THE COUNTY COURT.

R. MAITLAND, whose editions of “Bracton’s Note-Book,”

and of early “Select Pleas of the Crown,” have won bim

the gratitude of all studénts of our legal and social antiquities, has
recently raised in a paper on “The Suitors of the County Court,”!
a very interesting and important question. He suggests that so
far from all the freeholders of the county being suitors to the
County Court (comitatus), suit “was not,” in all probability, “an

1 English Historical Review, July, 1888,
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incident of freehold tenure, but had become a burden on specific
lands” As this thesis is of wide bearing, and may lead to far
reaching results, I am tempted briefly to discuss it.

Broadly speaking, I am led, while agreeing with the main con-
clusion, to suggest that Mr. Maitland, if I may venture to say so,
has perhaps scarcely distinguished with sufficient clearness between
the suit due from freeholders and the suit due from the “vill.”
That anomalous and troublesome being, the freeholder (“libere
tenens ”), was repugnant to the genius of the feudal system and all
but ignored in the Norman period. He is not among the constituents
of the court described in the heading to the Ely Inquest;? nor is he
found, as seems to be supposed, among the constituents described in
the Leges Henrici Primi® I even think that confusion has been
caused by the Bishop of Chester’s reading of clause VII,, viz. that
the hundred court was attended (before the Conquest) “ by the lords
of land within the hundred, or their stewards representing them,
and (sic) by the parish priest, the reeve, and four best men of each
township ;4 and that, under Henry IL, “the full shire-moot consists,
as before, of all the lords of land and their stewards, and (sic) the
representatives of the townships, the parish priest, the reeve, and
four men from each.”® For the clause quoted by him,® distinctly
states that (1) the lord may answer for his land, (2) his steward
may answer for it in his stead, (3) if neither of them could be present
then the reeve, and the priest, and four of the homines meliores of
the township might answer for the “ vill” themselves.? That is to
say, the “ vill” might be represented (1) by its lord, or (2) by his
steward, or (3) by the deputation. Keeping still to the evidence of
the Leges, we find the line sharply drawn between what we may
term the feudal portion of the court (“barones comitatus,”) and the
country folk who formed the deputations® We may trace, I think,

2 Ingquisitio Eliensis.

3 Gneist, relying on these Leges, writes of the Courts of the County and the
Hundred in the Norman period :- - The jurors are, as in the Saxon days, the
freeholders of the County.”

¢ Const. Hist. (1874), 1., 102-3.

® Ibid., 1., 603, so also pp. 114-5 and p, 393.

9 Select Charters, p. 100.

7 ¢¢8i quis baronum regis vel aliorum comitatui secundum legem interfuerit,
totam terram quam illic in dominio suo habet acquietare poterit. Eodem modo
eat si dapifer ejus legitime fuerit. Si wlerque snecessario desit, prepositus et
sacerdos et quatuor de melioribus villee assint pro omnibus qui nominatim non
erunt ad placitum submoniti.” (VIL, 7).

¥ * Regis judices sunt barones comitatus qui liberas in eis terras habent,

. . . villani vero, vel cotseti, vel ferdingi, vel qui sunt viles vel inopes persone,
non sunt inter legum judices numerandi.” (XXIX).
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the same distinction in that typical writ, temp, Henry III. (1231)
from which, writes Dr. Stubbs, “ we gather what was the exact
composition of the shire-moot at this period.”® In it the Sheriff is
thus instructed :—

“Summone per bonos summonitores (1) omnes archiepiscopos,
episcopos, abbates, priores, comites, barones, milites et
omnes libere tencntes, de tota ballia tua, (2) et de qualibet
villa quatuor legales homines et prepositum, et de quolibet
burgo duodecim legales burgenses per totam balliam
tuam,” 10

Here the personal and the representative elements are clearly
treated as distinct.

Now, of these two elements, we can scarcely fail to see in the
deputations (i.e. the reeve, priest, and four men from each vill) an
archaic survival from a past state of things. In principle they
represented the general assembly of the people; in practice they
were indeed “suitors,” but not, as is pretended,!! “judges.” For the
judges we must turn to the other, the personal element in the
court. That element, we have secn, comprised “archiepiscopos,
episcopos, abbates, priores, comites, barones, milites et omnes libere
tenentes.” Now observe, first, that this was obviously a wholly
conventional formula ; for to bid a mere Sheriff to summon all the
“archbishops and bishops” within his bailiwick would, if taken
literally, be absurd. Dr. Stubbs writes of this formula: “They are
the very words in which the national councils of Henry II’s reign
are described.”’® In any case, they are those of the Forest Charter
of 1220; “Archiepiscopi, episcopi, abbates, priores, comites, et
barones, et milites et libere tenentes, qui boscos suos habent in forest-
is,” etc. cte. This implies that the “frecholders” of the formula
were a class superior to those whom the term suggests to us. Let
us now collate Clause xxix. of the Leges Hemrici Primi with Article
19 of Magna Carta.

Leces H.P. MAGNA CARTA.

“Regis judices sunt barones “ Tot milites et libere tenentes
comitatus qui liberas in eis terras | Pemaneant de illis qui interfu-
habent per quos debent causm | erint comitatui die illo per quos
singulorum alterna prosecutione ' possint judicia sufficienter fieri.”
tractari.” '

9 Select Charters, p. 349.
10 Ibid.

11 Const. Hist., 1., 115,
12 Ibid,
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It can scarcely be doubted that these “libere tenentes” who are
included among the judges by Magna Carta can be traced back to
those “ Barones comitatus qui liberas in eis terras habent.”

The conclusion then, to which I am led is, that the « freeholder ”
as known to us was not contemplated as a constituent of the
personal element in the court. The “socage tenants” of the crown, or
even of the tenants in chief, may have been so viewed, but the typical
freeholder of later times was, as urged by Mr. Seebohm, and now
by Mr. Scrutton and Mr. Maitland, a post-conquestual development,
very limited in numbers till the 13th century.

This brings us to Mr. Maitland’s thesis. My chief criticism
upon it would be that it scarcely goes far enough. He suggests
as a provisional hypothesis “that when Henry I. revived and
enforced the duty of attending the local courts, that duty was con-
ceived as being incumbent on all freeholders, or rather (and the
exception is important) on all freeholders who or whose overlords
had no chartered or prescriptive immunity ; but that it was also
conceived as being like the taxes of the time, a burden on the land-
hold by those freeholders, so that when the land held by one of
them was split up by subinfeudation or partition among heiresses,
the number of suits due was not increased.” I should myself rather
hold that the duty of suit was incumbent on all vills, but could be
discharged for each vill by (1) its lord, (2) or his steward, (3) or the
deputation. The feudal principle of devolution was gradually
adopted for “suit of court” as for military service, and tenants were
enfeoffed for the specific purpose of discharging the duty. Thus
we read of a “vill” which A received in feefarm in 1116:—“ eum
solum judicem invenit ad placita Regis in Staffordscira,” while in
1181 we find a small freeholder in Essex, of 24 acres, who owes
suit, for his vill, to the County and Hundred (Courts). This case is
parallel to these quoted by Mr. Maitland from the hundred rolls
(13th cent.) in support of his thesis. Those cases refer to the
discharge of suit of court for specific vills. I venture, then, to
think that such suit is traceable to the collective liability of the
vill and not to any freehold tenure. And I further hold that
finding, as we do, solitary freeholders entered as burdened with
this suit, we must conclude that their fellows were not so burdened,
and that no freeholders, us such, were suitors of the County Court.

J. H. Rounb.
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REVIEW.

TaE Book oF NoOoDLES : STORIES OF SIMPLETONS; OR, FOOLS AND THEIR
Forries. By W. A. CLoustoN. London: Elliot Scock. 1888.

THE last quarter of a century has witnessed an unparalleled development
in the study of folktales; and numerous works have been written upon
the subject. But hitherto attention has been chiefly concentrated upon
what may be called, for want of a better word, the serious stories. It is
not that the jokes aud drolleries current in the traditions of various nations
have been wholly neglected. On the contrary they have been treated as
part of the general subject, though with markedly less zeal and devotion
than those stories which have been supposed to yield traces of primitive
religious beliefs and early customs. It has been reserved for Mr. Clouston
to supply the omission, so far, at all events, as stories of simpletons are
concerned. That he should produce an amusing book was to be expected.
Mr. Clouston has a keen sense of humour ; and in giving an abstract of a
comic story—which is, perhaps, not so easy to do as it looks—he knows
how to bring the ridiculous points into relief.

The aim of the book, however, is beyond mere amusement. As stated
in the preface, it is intended * to illustrate to some extent the migrations
of popular fictions from country to country ; ” and like the author’s other
works, it is a valuable storehouse of information for the student of folk-
tales. The first chapter discusses a number of stories in the old collection
ascribed to Hierokles, the commentator on Pythagoras. The next three
chapters are devoted to Gothamite Drolleries, of which many variants are
cited. Indeed, it is a matter of regret that Mr. Clouston did not take the
“ Merry Tales of the Mad Men of Gotham,” and annotate them all in the
manner proposed by the late Mr. Thoms. Following the Gothamite
Drolleries we have a number of simpleton stories of different types collected
under the title of The Silly Son ; then the entertaining Tamil tale of The
Four Simple Brahmans, which is given in extenso. Follows this the story
of the bridegroom who quits his bride in consequence of an exhibition by
her and her parents of outrageous folly, and vows never to return until he
shall have found three more fools as great as they. An appendix gives a
short account of Jack of Dover and his quest of the Foole of all Fooles.

From this summary of the contents a notion may be obtained of the
extent of the ground covered ; and it need hardly be said that the author
has brought to the task all the lcarning which illuminates his previous
works.  His chief service to the study of folktales is the use which he has
made of oriental collections. The great problem of the origin and meaning
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of folktales is by no means yot solved ; and perhaps some of the advocates
of the mythical and savage theories are apt to overlook the literary history
of the stories with which they are concerned. This may be a very import-
ant factor in the determination of some of the questions involved. For it
is conceivable that in many parts of the world tales may have been im-
ported through literary chanuels, and, once introduced, may have become
domiciled in the memories of the natives, and handed down by tradition.
In these cases modifications may have taken place in course of time, until
the tales in question may have assumed an indigenous form. The only
way to arrive at a satisfactory decision on this point, is by patient investi-
gation; and in this investigation the literary history of the tales is an
indispensable element. Now it is precisely here that Mr. Clouston’s wide
reading renders essential help. He recalls our attention to facts which
must not be overlooked, but which are not at all times easy to explain.

There is, however, one drawback to the usefulness of his book to
students. We mean the vagueness, and often the utter want, of
references. We have confidence in the accuracy of the citations, for
wherever we have tested them we have not failed to find them faithful.
But we do complain, and that seriously, of the difficulties arising from
the absence in too many instances of exact references. If the book were
merely one to while away an hour, we should have no right to grumble ; but
Mr. Clouston, as we have already seen, aims much higher than that. And in
giving us a contribution to scientific study he is, in our view, bound to
furnish us with the means of going ourselves to each of his authorities,
testing his rendering, inquiring into the authenticity of every work quoted,
following up any clues we may find, and drawing our own conclusions. We
hope that a second edition of The Book of Noodles may be speedily called
for, and that the author will then avail himself of the opportunity to remedy
this defect. What authority has he, by the way, for the use of the word
wittol in the sense of “ noodle $”

In connection with stories of drolleries, there is one question to which
attention should be directed : the relation of many of them to mdrchen and
other tales. There is frequently a sort of correspondence which would seem to
indicate that a given drollery is a conscious distortion of a “serious” tale,
or that the serious and the comic tales represent two sides of the same
idea. An aptexample may be found in a story which, as Mr. Clouston says,
does not quite fall within the scope of his work, but which he nevertheless
mentions. It relates the trick by which a brace of sharpers dispossesses a
simpleton of an ass which they find him dragging along by the halter.
One of the rogues looses the ass and hands it over to his companion, and
then puts the halter upon his own head unobserved by the countryman to
whom the ass belongs. When his companion has got clear off with the
animal he pulls up, and the rustic is astonished to find a human being in
the halter in the place of his beast. The sharper then gravely explaius to
him that he was his ass, having been transformed into that shape in
punishment of the sin for drunkenness, or, as it is in some versious, by magic,
but that the term of his sentence has now expired. The simpleton, of
course, lets him go.

It is impossible to read this story without heing reminded of the
fawiliar mdrchen of the Magician and his Valet, one of the types of the
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group known under the general title of The Forbidden Chamber. And
sagas, which are current in various parts of Europe, strongly suggest that
the sharpers’ trick is a late and comic version of a tale founded on the
widespread belief in the possibility of such a transformation.

Again, the story of The Lucky Fool, who, by a series of follies, lights
upon a treasure, is found in many forms, not all of which are as wildly
ludicrous as that given by Mr. Clouston from Wortley Montaguc’s MS. of
the Arabian Nights. And if we may venture to expressan opinion, it would
seem as if the ridiculous side of the fool's character is a natural develop-
ment—rather, perhaps, in the hands of men than of women—of the hint
involved in the original conception of personages like the Youngest Son,
who, though despised as a fool, a weakling, and a drudge, shows himself in
due time as the true hero.

Works like the one before us may be of material assistance in tracing
the links which bind these classes of stories together—a labour essential to
the solution of the larger problems referred to just now.

E. SIDNEY HARTLAND.

All communications shculd be directed to ** The Editor, Archaological Review,” 270 Strand
Ww.C.

The Editor cannot undertake to return rejected MSS. unless a stamped directed envelope is
sent for that purpose.

The Title-page, Index, dc., to vol. i. will be issued with the October number.
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T should be observed that the following account does not profess
to give more than a general review of the most important
materials contained in the museums. A thorough treatment of the
subject would far exceed the limits of this paper; and the time for
such hasnot yet come. The work necessary to pave the way for this
is in most respects wanting ; and the objects themselves are not all
a8 yet open to inspection. As the reader has already seen, several
of the most important museums are still in a state of transition,
portions of the collections being only temporarily arranged, or
wholly packed away. A general description therefore is all that
can be given ; but this will not, we hope, be without interest at the
present moment. The museums have made such vigorous and
rapid growth, and their publications are so few, that.even specialists
as a rule know but little of foreign museums. This checks co-opera-
tion, desirable alike for scientific and practical reasons, and the man

who wishes to pursue some special study is often in doubt where to
¥
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find his material. In what follows all will not be treated with the
same fulness of detail. Those groups which are well known and re-
presented in most of the great museums will be passed over with a
few remarks and references ; while those collections which are novel
or unique demand a more thorough consideration.

I
AMERICA.

In spite of the active communications maintained with America
during recent centuries, a few Mexican antiquities were almost the
only ethnographic objects from America, that had strayed to Europe
till the beginning of the nineteenth century. The expeditions of
Humboldt, Spix and Martius, Schomburgk, etc., brought home
minor collections from several regions. Excepting these and a few
private collections, the material was in general very scanty until
the new harvesting began. Consequently all the groups of peoples
are not equally well represented. Circumstances have not always
been favourable to collections. Many peoples, long subject to the
influence of Europeans, have become unproductive; and where they
have left no monuments, or the earth has closed over their remains,
materials are not particularly plentiful. But in the case of a few
groups, by good luck collections have been made at the last
moment, just as they were in danger of being swallowed up by
European civilisation. The peoples also who have still preserved
their original state have contributed largely. A few museums pos-
sess the main bulk of the materials, while many have nothing of
importance from America.

1. THE POLAR LANDS.

Excepting in Denmark, the EASTERN and to some extent the
CENTRAL ESKIMOS are very poorly represented. A little group of
objects from the latter is preserved in the British Museum. But in
this, as in other great museums, there are only a few articles from
Greenland. The museum of Copenhagen alone possesses rich
materials from this the greatest of Denmark’s Colonies. The first
place is due to the splendid collection from the EAsT CoAST OF GREEN-
LAND, which Captain Holm brought back from his expedition in
1%838-85. It is not merely unique of its kind, but altogether the
best in the museum, undertaken with great care and a full under-
standing of what a Danish museum should have to show from Green-
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land. Captain Holm did not confine himself to the illustration of
the life of the Greenlanders by a more or less casual selection of their
products: by systematic collecting in a single locality, Angmagsalik
(653° N.), he gathered together a mass of material, which gives a
complete and exhaustive representation of the east coast population
and their mode of life. The chief interest of the collection is that
it illustrates a region hitherto almost unknown. Previously
there had been nothing but a small group of objects, partly from
Graah’s travels;? yet even this was enough to show that there was
a difference hetween the east and west coasts. This comes out
more clearly in the new complete collection. Along with the
general similarity of life and circumstances called forth by the con-
ditions of nature, there are certain well-marked peculiarities in
the products, which are not unimportant. The life of the dwellers
on the east coast has been isolated, cut off fromm the colonies, ex-
cept for a few occasional visits. They have therefore preserved
their peculiarities to a greater degree and longer than the people of
the west. To this day they live in a sort of Stone Age—acquainted
indeed with iron, but possessing very little of it. Notwithstanding,
they have developed, comparatively speaking, great artistic skill,
shown especially in neat inlaid bone-work, and carved figures, in
which the distinctive characteristics of various animals are well hit
off. It is matter for rejoicing that the opportunity offered by the
exploration of the east coast for collecting ethnographical objects
was 80 admirably used. A collection like that from East Greenland
it would perhaps be difficult hereafter to get together. For, quite
apart from the difficulties of penetrating to such distant regions,
the East Greenlanders will undoubtedly go the way of all other
primitive peoples. Much of the native originality will be lost as
soon as the connexion with Europeans has once been formed, and
roused a stronger desire to own the fascinating novelties. With
Capt. Holm’s report these precious materials will soon be published.

The comprehensive collections in the museum of Copenhagen
"from the WEST COAST OF GREENLAND were gradually brought to-
gether during a number of years, chiefly by Danish officials and
scientific explorers. Valuable as are the materials, they cannot
compare in interest with the East Greenland collection. They have
not been gathered in on the same systematic principles; and, more-
over, European influences on the west have to a great extent
changed the life of the inhabitants. Efforts are now being made
as far as possible, to fill up deficiencies, as it rests with Denmark to

21 In 1828-31.
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exhibit Creenland fully and exhaustively. No other state has
access for purposes of collecting; and Greenland is in quite a
special sense the colony of Denmark.

In illustration of the earlier state of culture in Greenland, be-
fore communications were opened with the Scandinavian countries,
the museum possesses a very rich and interesting collection gathered
in explorations of graves and ruins of houses. Here we see the
population of the west coast on the same level as those of the east
coast in our own days, having nothing but stone, bone, and wood,
to make utensils of, but employing much the same implements to
satisfy the wants of life, as are still in use.

The other group of Eskimos, the WESTERN INNUIT, along Be-
ring Straits and the great Ocean, were formerly poorly represented
in museums. Accordingly, when Capt.Jakobsen was commissioned in
1882 to make ethnological collections on the north-west coast of
Ameriza for the Berlin Museum, it was also his task, as far as possible,
to penetrate to this remote people. He succeeded ; and the unusually
rich collections he brought homne, embrace all the Eskimo races from
Kotzebue Sound to Bristol Bay. The TSCHUGATSCHES in Prince
William Sound, the INGALIK peoples, and the natives of UNALASKA
are also very fully represented.

Although the Eskimos are scattered over so vast a territory as
the whole north-west coast of America from Greenland to Bering
Straits, yet more than any other people they have remained uni-
form in degree of culture. Nature has everywhere imposed the
same mode, the same forms of life, and the same circle of ideas.
In general, we find the same kayaks and implements of the chase,
the same dress and utensils, in short, the same outfit among the
WESTERN INNUIT, a8 in Labrador and Greenland. Varieties among
the several tribes along the Bering Sea are comparatively slight.
In development they stand on much the same level as the West-
landers in Greenland, previous to intercourse with Denmark—still
in an Age of Stone. Among the northern races jade is used to a
large extent for edged tools, and bone takes the place of wood
whenever possible. Among the more southern peoples, in Norton
Sound and Bristol Bay, schist and a heavy grey kind of stone
are used, instead of jade, for implements of the chase, while wood
is here so plentiful, that it is used for all ordinary utensils. Bone,
however, still plays a considerable part, especially for ornaments,
either inlaid in wood, as among the EASTERN INNUIT, or for carving,
which fills up a great deal of the Eskimos’ spare time. The Be-
ring peoples have developed this primitive sculpture to a higher
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degree than their kinsmen, and the collection in the Berlin Museum
contains a large series of characteristic small figures and groups,
and the curious pipes and drills, the surfacesof which are covered with
pictures of daily life at home and in the field, executed with no
slight elegance and skill.

These Bering tribes have in some respects been influenced by
neighbouring Indians. This we see in a series of peculiar wood-
work, the lid inlaid with a kind of snail (pachysoma gibbrosum),
but particularly in the use of masks at dances and Shaman per-
formances, so universal among the Indians of the north-west coast,
but not found among any other groups of Eskimos.

The masks are however very different from those of the Indians,
and adapted to the Eskimo mode of thought. As a rule they are
flat, and represent more or less distorted human features. Often
they are put together in the most extraordinary manner. But they
are neither so well carved nor so full of character as those of the
Indians.® Great differences of type appcar to exist between the
northern and the southern tribes. The latter produce the grotesque
fantastic forms; while the masks are simpler in Kotzebue Sound
and on the Diomedes Islands, where they are mere representations
of faces. Unfortunately the meaning of only a very few is yet
understood, and the explanations we have of the several types
must be accepted with great caution. But in any case it is clear
that the great mass of them, like those of the Indians, express myth-
ical conceptions, and represent beings that play a part in the

sagas of the people.

2. THE NORTH-WEST COAST.

From the days of Cook and Langsdorff till quite recently the
North-West Coast of America has often been visited by European
travellers. But until a few years ago museums contained but few
specimens to illustrate the peculiar development which has taken
place among the Indians of this region. The collections of Krause,
and especially Jakobsen’s, on this coast, had brought a very com-
prehensive mass of specimens to Europe. The results of Jakobsen’s
expedition, undertaken for the “Hilfskomité,” or Committee of
Assistance, in Berlin, are displayed in the MUSEUM FGR VOLKER-
KUNDE. Both in richness and careful choice of specimens, this
collection is of the greatest importance for a knowledge of the

22 Amerikas Nordwestkiiste; Neue Folge, Tab. i.-v.
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people of the North-West Coast. The southern tribes are most
completely represented, especially the HAIDAS, QUAKUTL, and WEST
VANCOUVER peoples ; the more northern races less fully, Jakobsen’s
expedition not having reached the THLINKITS. But as regards this
group, his collection is supplemented by Krause’s, in Bremen and
Hamburg. In what follows we shall mention a few of the chief
features, but refer the reader for fuller information to the magnifi-
cent illustrated work issued by the General Board of Management
of the Berlin Museum.®

The whole North-West Coast is now acquainted with iron.
Whether the Indians knew of this metal before the coming of
Europeans is matter for doubt. On the other hand, copper appears
to have been known, at least among the more northern tribes, who
used it for their peculiar weapons, which are now forged of iron.
The lively intercourse which existed between the tribes renders it
probable that the more southern too were once acquainted with
metal. Copper is now brought south by traders from the
Copper river, not as a raw material for manufacture, but as a
precious metal. It is made into plates of a special form, decorated
with peculiar faces and Totem marks; and in this form it serves
as a measure of wealth. Among the Haidas wealth is estimated by
the number and size of the copper plates a man owns, and the sums
paid for them (from 200 to 500 dollars) show clearly what a high
value is set on this dead capital. No wonder that the happy owner
of such grandeur used to have them paraded before him, to exalt
his dignity, and had the number of them carved upon his grave, as
a record for posterity. But metal was not used to any great ex-
tent for practical purposes before the colonists came. On the other
hand, a large series of stone objects in Jakobsen'’s collection shows
that there was a time when stone (with the bones of whales and
wood), was the only material used on the North-West Coast for
implements and weapons. The Indians, however, could not ap-
parently manage to shape hard stone into implements so well as
light schist, wood, or bone. There is a striking want of variety
and shapeliness in all the forms: always the same clumsy stone
axe—an extremely imperfect and ponderous tool. A few speci-
mens are an exception ; and these have remained in use down to
our own times. But the common stone implements have long gone
out of use, and are looked upon by the Indians themselves as great
rarities. The clumsy blunt axe of stone has yielded to the sharp

23 Amerikas Nordwestkiiste; neweste Ergebnisse ethnologischer Reisen.
Berlin, 1883.
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European iron hatchet, set in a bent shaft, which makes an excellent
edge-tool, and is, with the knife, their most useful implement.

The manufactures of the Indians show considerable develop-
ment in many directions. Jakobsen has collected unusually rich
specimens, which are all the more interesting, as probably such a
collection can never again be formed. On the West Coast also, inter-
course with Europeans has caused the native industries to decay,
and good specimens are becoming more and more scarce.

Cedar plays a large part in their manufactures, having among
the Indians much the same importance as the cocoa-palm for
many of the South Sea peoples. “From the cedar tree the Indian
makes his house, and the shaft of his weapon, his canoe, and his
artistically carved dancing-masks, his boxes, rattles and paddles; with
the wood he feeds his fire; the bast he plaits into artistic mats,
blankets, baskets, and vessels ; in cedar-bast his papoose is swaddled,
when lying in the cradle; of the same substance many of the tribes
plait rings for their head, neck, and arms; it is twisted into ropes
of every kind ; and, lastly, the cedar tree supplies the coffin in
which the Indian’s corpse is laid to earth.”# A large number of
objects illustrates the use of cedar-bast for various sorts of plaiting.
Knives and axes of bones of whales, and clubs of the same, exactly
like the Tapa-clubs of the South Seas, show the method of cutting
and the process of preparing the bast. Examples of the raw
material in various stages of preparation, and the implements used
in plaiting, enable the student to follow the manufacture, until the
finished product—the simple rope, stout cloth, or dainty mat—lies
before him.

All their bast plait-work is made without any special finish.
On the other hand, the woven stuffs of the mountain-sheep’s wool,
of which Jakobsen managed to obtain some specimens, are proof of
great technical skill. Weaving is now by no means so important
as the preparation of bast. It has fallen off very much, and the
characteristic blankets or shawls, which were so highly prized on
the coast, show only what skill used once to exist there. They
were the work of the squaws, and prepared without a loom, on a
loose pendent woof, through which the warp was passed by hand.
With great intelligence the various coloured threads have been
combined by the weavers into peculiar fantastic designs, the ground-
idea of which was based on the separate parts of the animal Totem.
Even though the designs were woven after certain patterns, such

rude appliances demanded great dexterity and a very long time.
34 Woldt, Jakobsen's Reise nach der Nordwestkiiste v. Amerika, p. 18.
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These articles therefore fetched so high a price, that only chiefs
and Shamans could afford them.

Of the industrial products of this people the most noticeable are
a large number of carved objects—boxes, bowls, spoons, masks,
totem posts, etc.—contained in the collection. Whether made of
cedar wood, as is the case most frequently, or, more rarely, of slate
and horn, the best specimens of carvings are made with an exactness
unexampled among the Indians, except in ancient Mexico and Peru.
In point of technical skill considerable differences exist among the
various tribes. The northern peoples, THLINKITS and HAIDAS,
stand highest. The lowest are the tribes in West-Vancouver, the
so-called AHTS. But in point of style great uniformity prevails.
The subjects and composition show only small shades of variety in
this or that group, and in many cases even these disappear. Hence
it is extremely difficult to distinguish the works produced by vari-
ous tribes. Among the AuTs only we find great diversities from
the common type both in decoration and colours.

A peculiar grotesque fantasy is revealed in this carving. The
ornamentation overspreads the linear subjects and mingles merrily
with figures, or rather parts and pieces of animals. The Totem
animals form the main subject, more especially on the remarkable
totem posts, of which Jakobsen has brought home a magnificent
specimen from the Haidas. Whole villages work together in the
production of these extraordinary pieces of composition, in which
bears, eagles, ravens and whales are introduced, apparently in the
most arbitrary manner. In reality, however, the composition is
not mere fancy. The combination of the figures is dependent on
the owner’s origin, and displays his pedigree.® In all kinds of
carved work we meet with these animals, either singly or in groups.
Sometimes we find the head of this or that beast, treated naturally
and well characterised, cut in strong relief on some utensil. But
far more often they have suffered the same treatment as the well-
known fabulous monsters on the ancient Chinese bronzes. They
have been so long employed in decorative art, that the head
is resolved into a system of lines, amidst which nothing but
nose and eyes can be recognised. On the objects of wood, on woven
stuffs, plaited hats and armour, everywhere we find the same head,
of which nothing remains but a pair of round or four-cornered eyes,
variously formed according to the animal they are meant for ; the
rest of the features have been transformed into ornamental lines.
Often the eye forms the only “motive” of the decoration, but

25 See Amerikas Nordwestkiiste, Pl. 7.
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occurs also in conjunction with other subjects, most peculiarly in
the curious and apparently quite meaningless groups of human and
animal figures which adorn spoon-handles and pipe-stems. There
is something striking in this wide-spread use of the animal eye in
ornamentation. But the importance it appears to have to the
Indians is intelligible, if it really, as Virchow has pointed out,
besides its ornamental character, has a symbolic import, and is
connected with the general animistic conception, that everything in
nature is alive.®

The grotesque side of Indian imagination comes out most
characteristically in the numerous masks. Here more than any-
where, they give free play to their sportive fancy, bodying forth
the beings that people air, land and sea.

These masks are used by the coast tribes at their dances to an
extent unknown among other Indians. More than all others, the
QUAKUTL tribes, and their next of kin on the mainland, are remark-
able for variety and multiplicity of types. Further north the masks
are rarer and more uniform. Many of them are used at festal
dances all the year round, but the largest portion only at the so-
called winter dances, which are performed at a fixed time of the
year, and represent episodes from the myths and traditions of the
people. Each mask, therefore, has its special meaning, in reference
to the mythological and traditional characters who appear in the
dances. As yet the meaning of a large part of them is unknown,
and cannot be fixed without a thorough study of the people’s
mythical conceptions. The most important of the chief types,
have, however, been successfully explained by Dr. Boas.®

The known masks fall into groups, connected with certsin tradi-
tions or institutions among the Indians. One series belongs to the
wide-spread tradition of the Raven and the Sun, which originally
was in the power of the chief, Masmasalanix, shut up in a box,
but released by the craft of the Raven, brought forth by the
chief’s daughter. The story is represented in many dances, and a
large number of the masks portray the Raven, Masmasalanix and
the Sun. A characteristic specimen of this type from the Quakutl
is figured in Amerikas Nordwestkuste, Plate 3, Fig. 1-2. Itisa
double mask: externally we see a face, painted in green and red,
representing Masmasalanix (Fig. 2a) who covers the Sun up. When
the inner mask is bared in the course of the dance, the Sun appears,

20 Zeitachr. fiir Ethn. xviii, (209).
37 Originalmittheilungen aus der ethnol. Abtheilung d. kon. Museum zu
Berlin, L, 177,
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represented as a very whimsical human face, surrounded by a broad
rim, which stands for the box in which he was inclosed. (Fig. 1-2.)

Another group of masks is used by the so-called NUTLMATL, &
sect or society, not yet satisfactorily explained. All we know is
that they take part in the winter dances as a separate society,
which performs its own special dances. They are often very
grotesque in meaning ; but all appear to be connected with myths
of man’s original condition as beast, bird, and especially as fish.
The masks used at the dances also indicate the same, representing
fishes, among which the salmon and frog-fish play the chief part.®
They seem intended to reproduce the appearance of primeval man.
Besides taking part in the dances, NUTLMATL are also present at
festivals, as a kind of provost-martial. Should one of the per-
formers fall in the dance or even stumble, they throw themselves
upon him, and strike him down with their sharp spears, which are
carved in a peculiar manner, and even slay the devotee who in
undergoing self-torture drops from the roof of the lodge.

A third group of masks is used by the caste called in the
Quakiitl language HAMATSA.® According to the explanations given,
their special position and estimation in the community is founded
on the right and duty of eating human flesh. There can be no
doubt that the initiated did formerly actually slay and devour
human beings, and some of the tribes have clung so tenaciously to
this religious act, that after the energetic interference of the English
put an end to cannibalism, they had recourse to devouring corpses.
In our own days cannibalism among this caste seems to be essen-
tially a symbolical ceremony, the medicine-men confining them-
selves to biting a piece of flesh out of the arm or leg of their
kinsmen, who, moreover, are well rewarded for their compliance.
Probably the acts of asceticism which prepare the way for admission
into this caste, and the mysticism with which it is surrounded, are
the chief means by which its reputation is still maintained. The
initiated must retire to the wilds of the forest, there to prepare
himself by severe fasts and voluntary tortures for participation in
the cannibal ceremonies and communion with the spirits.

28 Amerikas Nordwestkiiste, pl. ii., fig. 2.

29 Woldt. 1. c. p. 47. According to the courteous communication of Dr.
Griinwedel, the note in the Originalmitth. aus d. ethnol. Abth. 1., Heft 4
{explanation of Pl. II., Fig. 4), rests on a misunderstanding of a communication
by Dr. Boas. The word Hamatsa is not known to all the tribes, but is found
among the Quakutl peoples, where it is derived from a word-root, meaning
to ‘“‘eat.” For this caste see Dr. Boas in the Journal of American Folk-lore,
i., b8.
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The Berlin museum possesses a fairly large collection of masks,
such as the HAMATSAS use in their dances. Two of these show the
medicine-man officiating. In the one he appears with a large
mask,—painted white, with red blood-stains round the eyes and
mouth,—conjuring the spirits of the forest.® These are personated
by the other members of the caste, who bear monstrous wooden
masks with moveable chins and tufts of cedar-bast, covered with
carved death’s-heads, which represent the number of the cannibal
meals of which the owner has partaken. The mask most commonly
used represents the evil forest-demon ATLPSTA, who hovers over the
tree-tops and slays all uninitiated who stray in the forest, and
especially persecutes the women.®® The HaMATSA displays his power
over this dreaded spirit, forcing him by loud yells and violent
movements of the arms to yield obedience. In the second dance is
represented the critical moment when the initiated offers his sacrifice.
To this a number of the characteristic flutes and wooden rattles
belong. Their stirring noise produces and increases the exaltation
of the performers and spectators, which seems necessary to bring out
the full force of the ceremony. Both before and after the moment
in which the symbolic act of cannibalism is consummated, an ear-
deafening din is produced, to which the HaMATSAS, whirling round
and round more and more wildly in a frenzied dance, contribute with
a rattle, carved like the head of an owl, in the form of which bird the
victims appear after death.®®

Besides these NUTLMATL masks, there are many used in the
winter dances. In one of them is represented the myth of the
Thunder-bird, which plays so great a part in the imagination of the
Indians.® Most of the other dances appear to treat of subjects from
the myths, the details of which have as yet received no explana-
tion. Only a few of them are ceremonial dances having no mythical
meaning, such as the so-called chieftain-dance, in which the pretty
masks with ermine skins are used.*

Among the most interesting acquisitions of the Berlin museum
from the North-West coast, are the fittings of a dancing-house in
East Vancouver, one of the most remarkable specimens in Europe
from North America. On one of the wings of the three-fold screen
which forms the chief object in the exhibition, is painted a picture

30 Originalmitth. ete. i, tab. ii, tig. 4.

31 Woldt, l.c. p. 56.

32 All the dances mentioned above were performed by the company of
Bella-Coolas which was in Berlin in 1886.

33 Originalmitth. etc. i., tab. i., fig. 2,
3¢ Amerikas Nordwestkiiste. pl i., tig. 2.
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of the voluntary tortures undergone by the Indians, in order to be
admitted into one of the castes or secret societies, which give them
special veneration in their tribe. Such have often been described
as practised by other Indian tribes; but this representation is
unique. In the midst appears the novice. In his left hand he holds
a small wooden implement, ending in two beasts’ heads ;* in his
right a knife, with which he pricks his forehead till the blood
streams down over his eyes. His flanks and legs are pierced, and,
to increase the pain, two men, who have themselves gone through a
similar ordeal, drag at the cords fastened in the gashes. The picture
shows only the preparatory stages in the voluntary torture, not the
last act, in which the novice is hoisted up towards the roof by the
cords passed through his flesh, that he may give proof of his courage
to conquer pain. To fall is certain death, and he is despatched by
the NUTLMATL.

The masks are the only representations of the mythical beings,
who, according to Indian ideas, people the universe ; idols or objects
addressed as deities are unknown. Possibly, however, traces of
ancestor-worship have been found in the large excellently carved
wooden figures, if it be correct that some of them are grave monu-
ments, erected over chiefs, or others, who have distinguisked them-
selves for riches and liberality, or enterprise in trade.® But the
meaning of these figures and our knowledge of the part they play
in the Indian mind are far from certain® On this point, as on so
many others, we have barely begun to know anything of the Indian
sphere of ideas. Great difficulties are experienced in understanding
spiritual utterances so different from our own, and representations
which are apparently so confused and disconnected. We are therefore
constantly in danger of attaching to the ideas of these simple races
meanings natural only to a high development of thought,—a common
source of error. Collections like those of Jakobsen's are therefore
of great importance. They not only bring us nearer to a right
understanding of the mode of life and work among primitive peoples,
but they bring us into touch with their sphere of conceptions, by

35 Such an instrument of martyrdom is depicted lc. pl. iv., fig. 5. Catlin,
North American Indians, vol. i., letter 22, plates 43-46, gives a graphic descrip-
tion of a similar scene of self-immolation in a Mandan lodge. He has also
several pictures of masks (vol. ii, p. 113, pl.. 2104 g) as worn by the mystery
men.—T'r.

3¢ Amerikas Nordwestkiiste pl. vi,, fig. 1-3. One of the figures is represented
a8 holding a copper-bar, the sign of wealth.

37 According to the explanation of Dr. Boas, one at least of these figures is
not a grave monument. (Globus lii. p. 368.) [MS. note of the Author.]
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means of objects, in which their ideas have, so to say, been embodied,
so that we can approach their meaning with greater certainty.

3. BRITISH AMERICA AND THE UNITED STATES.

Unfortunately we possess no materials from the rest of the
Indian tribes of North America, at all to be compared with what
we have from the North-West Coast. The North American Indians
are everywhere the most poorly represented peoples in the collections
of Europe. To study them one must go to America, where most
important materials bave been gathered into the museums in illus-
tration of this section of ethnology and pre-historic science. The
reason why the European museums are so poor is, that the conditions
of existence among the Indians and their whole mode of life have
been changed by the effect of long intercourse with Europeans. At
the time when it was still possible to make collections among them,
and a beginning had been made in America, little attention was paid
in Europe to the subject : now that an interest is felt, it is too late.
The pre-Columbian Indians have left proofs of their culture in
antiquities and mounuments ; but their successors, in the transition to
civilisation, have left but feeble traces of their original state. Except
& few tribes in the far west, up in the Rocky Mountains, and partly
in the South-West States, everything the Indians use is European,
or largely modified by European influence. Here and there in
Europe there are a few collections of Indian articles ; but nothing
sufficient for study. The best belongs to the Museum at Copenhagen.
It is not very extensive, but represents the BLACKFEETS and many
DAEKOTA tribes quite fully. The Museum at Berlin hasan excellent
collection from the ZUNIs and an interesting set of pottery from
ArizoNA. In the Trocadero and British Museums there are smaller
collections from various tribes. But thatis all. What else there is,
are merely fragments of more or less value. The most interesting
are the rare wampum belts, of which there are two at Hamburg,
and two in the Trocadero.

4. MEX1cO0 AND CENTRAL AMERICA.

In the case of the Central American peoples we are better
off in materials. The civilisation annihilated by the Spaniards
did not perish without leaving numerous memorials. The ruins
of buildings, laid waste by the conquerors, or decayed by long
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neglect, are now being dug out of the wilderness which buried
them, and thousands of smaller antiquities have been re-
covered from the bosom of the earth. As records of a by-
gone age, and its peculiar culture, they have attracted greater
attention than the products of peoples still existing. Large collec-
tions of Mexican and Central American antiquities have from time
to time reached Europe and found a harbour in the ethnographical
museums, many of which are now. rich in materials for the study
of these regions.

In the first rank stands the Trocadero, both in extent and
universality of matter. The Mexican collection embraces the whole
territory between Tula and Tabasco, as well as the interesting
produce of excavations in Lorillard City and Yucatan® The
collection due to Pinart and Charnay, besides several extremely
valuable sculptures—among them the well-known interesting statue
in porpbyry of Quetzalcoatl from Mexico City, and the excellent
castes of reliefs from Palenque and Chichenitza—contains very rich
sets of admirably carved and polished stone implements, amulets
and idols, masks and vases of various kinds of stone, and especially
of earthenware, moulds, monumental figures and images of gods in
clay, mostly derived from Anahurac, Durango and Guanajuafo.
The collection derives special interest from the accurate data
of the places in which the objects were found, which make it
possible to draw the necessary distinctions between the various
localities and styles. It appears that very diverse forms of culture
existed contemporaneously among the various tribes composing the
ancient kingdom of Mexico. In the sets, for example, of terra-cotta
figures and earthenware we can trace a number of shades in style,
from the primitive attempt at imitating the human form in clay
figures, from Cerro de las Palmas, to the excellent heads from
Estanzuela, and the statuettes from Teotihuacan. The collection,
from the way in which it is grouped, is of great value for the com-
parison and determination of the Mexican articles in other
museums, not so well provided with information as to the localities
where they were found. This is not the place to enter fully into
the details of these vast materials. As a point of special interest,
we must mention that, as a broad basis for the study of Aztec

mythology, the extensive sets of terra-cotta idols are unequalled. The

38 In 1887 the Mexican collections of the Louvre, including among other
things a number of the originals illustrated in Kingsborough’s work, were
handed over to the Trocadero. Sce concerning these collections : Longpérier,
Notice des Monuments exposés dans la salle des Antiquités Américaines de Louore.
Paris, 1851.
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meaning of a great many of the idols is still unknown, and much
investigation of details is needed before any firm general results
can be attained. But a beginning has been made by the determina-
tion of the most characteristic figures in the Aztec pantheon; and
this we owe to Hamy.

By the side of the Trocadero stands the Berlin museum, where
both Mexico and Yucatan are very richly represented. The basis
of the Mexican section consists of the collection brought home by
Uhde, which in richness of fine characteristic stone sculptures per-
haps surpasses even the Trocadero. Like the latter, it contains ex-
tensive sets of small objects, (idols, masks, earthenware, stone
implements, ornaments, ete.), which illustrate the life of the Mexicans,
their industries and cult. Unfortunately the materials are not so
well explained as one could wish. They were gathered at a time
when the meaning of systematic collecting was not understood. No
notice was paid to the possibility of varieties of culture-groups in
the earlier Aztec kingdom : collections were therefore amassed with-
out regard to the locality of the objects; they were all “ Mexican
Antiquities.” The want of explanations, in a field of science so
little worked as Mexican archsology, is felt all the more, as the in-
dividual specimens can only be assigned to their proper groups by
critical comparisons, and for such there are not yet sufficient
materials. Pinart’s collection does something towards definition,
but there is still need of trustworthy excavations to distinguish the
special marks of the various peoples. For this purpose, much aid
is given by the excellent collection now in the Berlin museum,
founded by Strebel, a Hamburg merchant, and exclusively due
to researches in the old Totonaka district, especially at Zempoala,
not far from Vera Cruz. It satisfies all requirements for a
thorough, accurate description of the surroundings in which the ob-
jects were discovered.®

Invaluable for the study of the Maya civilisation is the splendid
collection from Yucatan in the Berlin museum. Of its kind it is
unique, and its equal will never again be brought to Europe. Ithas
raised many new problems; but there remains many a riddle to
solve, before we understand the civilisation revealed in this collec-
tion. Its multifarious materials, extensive series of highly
advanced stone implements—excellent in execution, and admirable
in form—numerous ornaments, and comprehensive groups of
characteristic pottery, ware figures and idols, constitute a basis for

39 Strebel, Alt-Mexico, Hamburg and Leipzig 1885.
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archeeological studies in the most remarkable forms of civilisation in
ancient America, and promise rich results.

Next to the collections from Yucatan come the interesting
materials in Berlin from Central America, especially Guatemala,
and the large sculptures from S. Lucia di Cotzamalguapan.®

Of other ethnographic museums the British Museum has at pre-
sent the best representation of Mexico, especially now that the
small but very interesting Christy collection has been added. The
same want of information, noticed above, is felt here also ; still the
Christy collection is of great value for the knowledge of pre-
Columbian ecivilisation. It contains several extremely rare
specimens, and the largest number of mosaics to be found any-
where ¢!

Vienna also possesses a considerable collection of Mexican anti-
quities (800 specimens), due to the late Custos of the Museum in
Miramara, Dominik Bilimek, but this is not yet on view. In the
Royal Museum in Vienna is kept the remarkable specimen called
“« Montezuma’s banner,” & unique magnificent piece of feather-work,
which is well known by means of Hochstetter’s publication® Be-
sides these the museums contain nothing but solitary rare specimens,
or small collections without any great interest. Of the former the
best are the well preserved throwing-stick of gilded wood, with carved
figures, in the museum at Rome, and an idol and two masks of
wood in the little collection of the Propaganda®® Of small
collections, the two groups of Mexican and Central American
Antiquities in Hamburg and in the Museo Civico in Turin are the
most numerous and valuable.

SOUTH AMERICA.

The collections from South America fall into two main groups,
the one embracing the pre-Columbian peoples, the other the modern

races of native origin.

5 NEw GRANADA AND PERU.

Before the arrival of the Spaniards two great centres of civilisa-
tion existed in South America, the one having its seat on the table-

40 Bastian, Steinsculptiren aus Guatemala, Berlin 1882.

41 Of these mosaics, besides the English, there are b specimens in the Museo
Etnografico in Rome, 3 in Berlin, 2 in Copenhagen : see Zeitschrift fiir Ethno-
logie, xvii. (201); Atti della R. Accademia dei Lincei. cclxxxii. ; Tylor Ana-
huac, p. 337.

42 Ueber Mexicanische Reliquien. Wien. 1884,

48 Bollettino d. Soc. Geogr. Italiana, 1885,
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land round Bogota and Tunja, the other on that of Cuzco.
These two districts each included smaller special groups, and
beside them there existed other less developed small com-
munities. The civilisation of New Granada is still the least
known. Most of the collections are derived from the Chibchas,
the most highly developed people of this country. But be-
sides these there are groups of antiquities, entirely different
from those of Tunja and evidently belonging to quite another
people. In many museumns there are small sets from this country ;
but large collections are to be found only in Rome, Leipzig and
Berlin, the last of which possesses full series of idols, earthenware,
gold and silver articles both from the Bogota and Tunja
plateau and from Antioquia and Ria Cauca. Here too there isa
great lack of descriptive explanations, and careful excavations are
much needed, to form a firm basis for investigation.

The materials from Peru are far richer and better. Most of
them have been obtained by excavations undertaken in a methodical
way. The greatest part is due to Reiss and Stiibel, who from the
burial ground at Ancon exhumed the excellent materials now in the
Berlin museum, and published in full in the magnificent work issued
by the General Board of Management# The dry calcarcous
earth, in which the corpses were laid and turned to mummies,
has preserved almost all the objects bestowed on the dead, and,
thanks to the conscientiousness of the Peruvians in depositing
all the belongings of the dead in the grave, it has been possible to
recover a vast number of objects, which give a vivid picture of the
life of the Incas in many particulars. Even things so perishable
as objects of wood and woven stuffs are well preserved. Perhaps
the most interesting part of the whole collection is the rich sets
displaying the highly developed textile industry of the Incas.
The pottery is less richly represented; but in this respect Reiss
and Stiibel's collections are supplemented by the large and ex-
tremely valuable additions made to the museum, especially by the
acquisition of Dr. Macedo’s collection. This alone contains 1500
pieces of pottery, and is highly instructive from the accurate
information it contains as to the place of finding. Among the
numerous local groups it gives a complete picture of one of the
most highly developed industries of ancient Peru, which was before
only partly known. The bulk of the collection comes from the
coast, which had already been the most productive of materials ; but
entirely new groups have been brought to light, both here and in

44 Reiss and Stiibel, Das Todtenfeld von Ancon.
G
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the Highlands. Unique are the original vases from Reguay, with
whole scenes of modelled figures on the upper portion ; they denote
in general one of the most peculiar developments of Peruvian
pottery.

Next to Berlin stands the Trocadero Museum, the very rich and
interesting Peruvian materials of which were for the most part
brought to Europe by Wiener.#s Most other museums own smaller
groups of antiquities from the kingdom of the Incas, especially from
the inexhaustible burial ground at Ancon. The most important are
in the British Museum, Dresden, Leipzig, and Florence.

Finally we must add that Dr. Stolpe, who in 1883-5 took part in
the voyage of the Swedish frigate “ Vanadis” round the world, has
brought back considerable collections from Peru, consisting partly
of objects discovered in the burial ground at Ancon, partly of a large
set of pottery obtained in Lima. As yet, however, they have been
exhibited only temporarily in Stockholm.4

48 Notice sur le Mustum KEthnographique des Missions Scientifiques. Paris,
1878, p. 18.

46 Stolpe, Vdgrisare genom Vanadis-utstillingen. Stockholm 1886.

(70 be continued.)

CORRESPONDENCE.

A FOLK TALE FROM NEW HEBRIDES,

HE following story has been written down for ms by a native of Lepers’

Island, and also by a native of Aurora, both in the New Hebrides. In

Lepers’ Island the story is told of Tagaro, in Aurora of Qatu. That from
the latter island is in the fuller form, as follows :

“ They say that the winged ones were women, seven in number, whose
home was in heaven, and they had wings. They flew down to bathe in the
sea, and before bathing they put off their wings. Qatu one day saw them
bathing, and took the wings of one, went back into the village, and buried
the wings at the foot of the main post of his house. Then he went down
again to the beach and watched the winged women, who, when they had
finished bathing, took their wings and flew back to heaven; all but one
who remained weeping for the loss of her wings that Qatu had stolen.
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Qatu went up to her, and pretending ignorance, asked her why she wept
and she answered that it was because her wings were stolen. Qatu took
her to his house, where his mother received her, and she became his wife.
Then when Qatu took her to work in the garden, if the vine of a yam
struck against her it became a yam just like one freshly dug, if a banana
leaf touched her all the fruit on the tree was ripe at once. Qatu did not
trouble himself about this, but went shooting birds ; but his mother, think-
ing she was digging yams out of season, scolded her, and she went into the
house and sat crying beside the post. As she wept her tears dropped at
the foot of the post, and wearing away the earth, presently began to fall
pattering upon the wings which had been hidden there. The woman
noticing the change of sound scratched away the earth and found her wings;
with joy she put them on and flew back again to heaven.

“ When Qatu came back from his shooting and found his wife was gone,
he reproached his mother for her folly. Then he killed all his pigs, and
put fresh points on many arrows. This done he mounted upon the roof of
his house and shot an arrow upwards to the sky. Observing that the
arrow does not return, he shoots another after it and strikes the first; so
he shoots again and again, and always hits the arrow he had shot before.
After a while the connected line of arrows reached to the ground ; and,
behold, a banyan root followed the arrows. Qatu took a basket with flesh
of his pigs and mounted to heaven by the banyan root to seek his wife. He
finds her and prepares to take her down. Seeing someone there chopping
with an axe, he tells him to watch the root, and when he sees it no longer
shaking to chop it off. But as the two descended by the root, and had not
yet reached the carth, he with the axe ahove chopped short the root, and
Qatu fell to the ground and was killed ; the woman flew back again to
heaven.”

Supposing that no version of the story of winged women coming down
from heaven to bathe is likely as yet to have reached England from
Melanesia, I have ventured to send the above for the Arckeological Review.

Aug. 6th, 1888. R. H. CoDpRINGTON.

LUCAYAN REMAINS IN BAHAMAS,

FHE Consul reports in a last yeur’s Blue-book that he has ¢ found but

few traces of the original inhabitants. Some curiously carved
wooden stools, discovered in caves, a small quantity of fragments of rude
pottery from Andros, a small ¢ totem,” or breast idol from Birnini, and
specimens of stone hatchets and chisels from almost every island. They
are made of hard polished grey or green stone, and are identical in material
and make with the stone ‘celts’ found in Ireland.”—Reports for 188/,

1885 and 1886 (c-5071 of 1887) p. 165.
J. FLEMING.
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ROMAN REMAINS
NO. 5, ESSEX.

Abbreviations chiefly used :

Cam. Brit.—Camden’s Britannia, Gough's Ed.
Morant.—Morant’s History of Essex, 1768, 2 vols.

Salmon. —Salmon’s Survey of England, 1728.

Arch. —Archeologia, vols. i.-1.

Arch. Jowrn.—Journal of the Archeeological Institute, vols. i.-xliv.
Assoc. Jowrn.—Bvritish Arch. Association, vol. i.-xliii.

Coll. Antiq.—C. Roach Smith’s Collectanea Antiqua, 1843-80, 7 vols.
E. A.8.—Essex: Archeological Transactions.

Price’s Rom. Ant.—Roman Antiquities, Mansion House.

Proc. Soc. Ant.—Proceedings of Society of Antiquaries of London.
G.M.—Gentleman’s Magazine.

N. and Q.—Notes and Queries.

Brit. Mus.—Roman Antiquities British Musewm.

Col. Mus.—Roman Antiquitics Colchester Museum.

Jos. Coll.—Private Collection of G. Joslin, Esq.

Hiibner.—Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum..

0.8.—Ordnance Survey (six-inch and twenty-five-inch sheets).

From the above publications I have endeavoured to record the
localities which provide illustrations for the History of Roman
Essex. There will, no doubt, be some omissions, but these will
certainly not be important. The range of inquiry is wide, and the
county is one exceptionally rich in evidence of a lengthened occu-
pation. In extent it ranks tenth in the list of English Counties,
and in its boundaries no less than six Roman stations may be
identified, Camulodunum, Canonium, Cesaromagus, Iceanum, and
Othona. Among these Colchester stands pre-eminent. Its identity
with Camulodunum is now undoubted; indeed, it would have
hardly been ever questioned but for the decided opinions ex-
pressed by Camden in favour of Maldon, although authors of less
repute had supported the claims of such distant places as Castle
Camps, Cambridgeshire, Doncaster, Pontefract, and even others in far
off Scotland. Modern researches have, it is to be hoped, decided the
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controversy.! The earthworks at Lexden and Lexden Heath, when
taken in connection with the coins of Cunobeline, probably point to
the locality as being the stronghold of that native prince, while
Colchester represents the site of the Roman Colony, occupied by
veterans and their families from the fourteenth legion in the time
of Claudius, with a view to overawe the natives—a very powerful
tribe—and induce them to subjection. Tacitus records their insur-
rection and its consequences in the time of Nero, and likewise
speaks of the temple of Claudius—possibly the site of the present
castle—as being an object of detestation. At this time the colony
was unprotected by either walls or ramparts, which were erected at
.a later time. There is no Roman city where the evidence of such
protection is so complete, not even excepting Lincoln, York, Exeter,
or Chester. The walls were erected at a period between the inva-
sion of Boadicea and the incoming of the East Saxon Settlers, and
their foundations are all on Roman lines. Additions of course were
made as time went on, but the walls of Colchester are as essentially
Roman as are those of Servius Tullius at Rome in the days of the
kings, or at its last circumvallation in the reign of the later Emperors
Aurelian and Probus, A.D. 270-282.

It is possible that Colchester enjoys an unbroken history. It
is a town which has been influenced less than many others by the
effects of those alterations and improvements rendered necessary by
the requirements of a modern age. All is classic ground ; even the
modern streets and byeways, with no early buildings save the
churches and the ruined priory of St. Botolph, indicate in their un-
changed lines the plans laid down by the surveyors and architects
of Roman times ; and it is rare, should a building be removed and
excavations rendered necessary, that some discovery is not made
which adds in some way to our knowledge of the public and private
life of the Roman occupants. For a complete acquaintance with its
antiquities a visit to the town itself is indispensable. A large
number of unique and valuable relics have been described, and in
many cases illustrated in the various Archaological Journals, &c.,
but there are many others, which, though found in the locality,
cannot be associated with any particular site; objects of this class
abound in the Museum recently re-arranged within the castle walls.
In the new MS. Catalogue, with the preparation of which I was

1 The following inscription with no other evidence would be conclusive : it
appears in Gruter’s collection and in those of Orelli and others. It records a
¢ Censitor " Civium Romanorum Colonie Victricensis que est in Britunnia Camu-
loduni. This interesting memorial was found in Spain.



94 ARCHAZOLOGY.

entrusted, I could but group the series under such general headings
as Coins, Glass, Personal Ornaments, Pottery, Sculpture, &e., giving
the locality where such could be stated. A large number of valuable
relics discovered in the town and its vicinity were, years ago, suffered
to be scattered in various quarters, thus dislocating and disturbing
deposits once complete, and of far deeper interest, if retained in their
integrity and preserved with kindred groups in the local museums,
than they now are. A considerable number found their way to Scot-
land, and are preserved in one of the museums there. Others are
in the British Museum, but can be identified through having formed
a part of the collection made long ago by the Rev. J. H. Pollexfen,
and being so recorded. Mr. Joslin’s Museum is for the present happily
intact, and each object with its locality has been carefully chronicled
in his MS. Catalogue recently prepared. It is to be hoped that it
may never be permitted to leave the town, and that sufficient funds
may be obtained for the purpose, if purchase is the only means of
securing it. Some few important objects found their way to the
museum of the late Joseph Mayer, and are now at Liverpool.

So unique in character are some of the objects found at Col-
chester that they deserve especial mention. The Sphinx—the
fabled monster of Thebes, referred to by Statius—has been dis-
coursed upon by several writers of eminence ; so also the magnificent
Durobrivian Urn known as the “Colchester vase,” containing
cinerated bones, and having upon its sides figures in relief of gladi-
ators with their names inscribed above. This was found at “ West
Lodge,” and references to full descriptions and engravings of it
will be seen under this heading in the Index. Mr. Joslin’s “Cen-
turion,” a magnificent piece of classical sculpture, is likewise un-
surpassed by anything of the kind yet noted. It may be compared,
though of far superior work, with a similar monument to the
“ Signifer ” or Standard bearer at York, also with one of kindred
character found in London and now in the Museum at Guild-
hall.

The Centurion, whose memory has been thus preserved to us, was
an officer of the twentieth Legion, a body of troops closely identified
with the fortunes of Roman Britain, whose honouratle title Valeria
Victriz and the familiar symbol of the boar are both well known.
Transferred to the province of Britain at the direction of Claudius
A.D. 43, inscriptions record its presence until recalled at the death
of Allectus A.p. 297. The rank of this officer is attested not only
by the magnificence of his uniform, every detail of which has re-
ceived attention from the sculptor, but from the fact recorded in the
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inseription of his having freedmen in his service, two of whom,
Verecundus and Novicius, erected the monument to his memory.2

The references to the roads are, I trust, exhaustive. As one of the
principal stations mentioned in the Antonine Itinerary, the high-
ways radiating from Camulodunum possess an exceptional interest,
second only to London itself. In addition to information gathered
from the Ordnance Maps, the researches of Dr. Henry Laver of
Colchester, have proved of considerable value. The results he has
kindly placed at my disposal, and thus provides a report which,
correcting many errors, gives such additional information as he has
been enabled to collect up to the present time. Such references as
exist in connection with the Legions or Auxiliary troops associated
with Colchester, are taken, and will be found in full, from the ex-
haustive papers of the late Mr. Thompson Watkin, entitled the
Roman Military Forces of Britain, published in the Transactions
of the London and Middlesex Archaological Society.

In studying the roads, stations, distances, &c., the Itinerary of
Richard of Cirencester may be consulted. It is well known to be
spurious, but if used with caution it deserves a little consideration,
inasmuch as in all traditions there is usually some element of truth.
Moreover, as Gibbon remarks, “he shows a genuine knowledge of
Antiquity, very extraordinary for a monk of the 14th century.”
This Itinerary contains eighteen journeys which Richard says he
compiled from certain fragments written by a Roman general, from
Ptolemy and other authors. He mentions 176 stations, Antoninus
only 1133

We may in conclusionallude to the story of Henryof Huntingdon,
to the effect that the walls of Colchester owe their origin to the famed
King Coel, father of St. Helena, the Empress The town has boasted
for many years that it was her birthplace, and it is said that the
inbabitants testify their traditional veneration for her memory by
having for their corporate Arms “the knotty cross which she dis-
covered between four crowns, as Camden takes notice.”

2 See my Bastion of London Wall, p. 54. Many illustrations have been
published, but with the exception of photographs, the one to be found at this
reference is, I think, the most accurate.

3 Horsley's Brit. Rom. ; N. and @Q., ix. 326. ; General Roy’s Military Antig.
of Great Britain and Ireland, published by the Soc. Ant., London ; also Trans-
actions of the Architectural Soc. of Scotland, Sess. 1854, by A. Thomson
of Banchory.

4 Alban Butler’s ‘‘ Life of St. Helena, Empress,” Arch. Journ., xxxiii., 430.
N. and Q., bth Ser. iv. 67, 234 ; v. 94.
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ALRESFORD, coms, pavements, pottery, tiles, walls, and other traces of oocupa-
tion. Proc. Soc. Ant. N.8. x. 178,

ARKESDEN, early furnaces for smelting metals utilised in later days, bronze celts,
weapone, &c. See Elmdon.

ASHDON. See Bartlow Hills.

AupLeY ENp (Museum of Antiquities at, formed by the Hon. R. C. Neville,
afterwards Lord Braybrooke.) See Chesterford and Saffron Walden.
Remains of villa discovered in a field called Chinnels in the parish of
Wenden, coins, personal ornaments. Arch. x. 170, 367 ; xi. 78.

Bartrow HiLLs, grave mounds on the borders of Essex and Cambridgeshire in
the parish of Ashdon, sepulchre of brick, numerous relics, bronze locks,
enamelled vase, praefericulum or ewer, glass lamps, and “[)ottery. Camden
ii. 46 ; Arch. xxvi. 303, xxviii., 1-6, xxix. 1-4; Arch. Journ. xxi. 86, 92,
97, 162, 174 ; Brit. Mus.: G. M., 1832, i. 162. [Railway projected, pre-
cautions taken for the preservation of the moun

BILLERICAY, at Bluntwalls in this parish, earthworks, ditch, and ramparts en-
closing four acres ; 1100 copper coins discovered in the last century at a
farm called Tiled Hall.® Amphors, urns and paterm, traditions as to
Roman watchfires on the Union Hill, Basildon and Rayleigh, coins of
Trajan, Hadrian, Germanicus, Constantine, Licinius, &c., down to those
of the Saxon Heptarchy, Samian ware [potter's mark pacmvs.] Arch.
Journ. xxxvi. 70, 77; K A. S il 70, v. 208, N8 i 276, 1. 221;
[See Roads] : G. M., 1847, ii. 411 ; 1852, ii. 221, 295.

BIRDBROOK, in a field called Oxley, sepulchral remains, burials by inhumation,
pottery and urns. drch. xiv. 70 ; Morant, ii. 348.

BRADWELL-JUXTA-MARE, excavations near to the chapel of St. Peters on the
Wall [the position determined of one of the previously unidentified castra
on the Littus Saxonicum or Saxon Shore.] See Othona. Arch. Jowrn. xxii.
64, xxiii. 62 ; @. M., 1865, ii. 403, 408.

CANEWDON, urns in gravel pits. Morant, i. 331.

CANFIELD, bronze ornaments, fibulee, hairpins, &c. Airch. v. 137 ; Arch. Journ.
xxvii. 213, xxxv. 81.

CHELMSFORD (Cherry Garden Lane), coins, one of Vespasian, pottery, and urns.
G. M., 1840, ii. 2568-269.

CHESTERFORD [ICEANUM, Camboricum of Stukeley)] Camp with trench, en-
closing about thirteen acres, bronze figure of a river god, patera or
ladle, coins, ing from Caligula to Commodus, a.p. 180-192,
Silver denarius of Saloninus also of Septimius Severus, Elagabalus,
plated coins of Allectus, Carausius, and Maximianus ; Cemetery, human
skeletons, bracelets, personal ornaments, rings, &c., and bronze box,9
anvils, axes, hinges, hoops, knives, one with bone handle carved with
a figure of Hercules, saws, scythes, shears, pails, chariot wheels,
shackles.” Pottery of various kinds : Samian, potters’ marks Pavir, M.
Maccivs, F. MiNarr, Careri, Vaciro; Upchurch ware, VARRIATVS.
Steelyard weight, ornamented with a figure of Diana, shafts containing
miscellaneous vbjects, glass vase moulded in relief, initialed A.P. Rings,
Intaglio on cornelian, an eagle with wreath in its mouth, symbol,
Jupiter Victor ; also one Cupid and Psyche ; another subject Le:titia
Autumni, a figure with ears of corn in right, and an apple in the left
hand ; sundry others. Assoc. Jowrn. i. 155, xxii. 463, xxv. 273 ; Arch.
Jowrn. vi. 188, x. 233, (Potters’ Marks) xii. 109, 126, xiii. 1. 15, xiv., 63,
xv. 84, xvi. 368, xviii. 117, 127 ; Gough’s Topography, i. 368 ; E. 4. 8. ii.
61, 68; Morant ii. 5563, 596 ; Sepulchra Exposita, (privately printed by
the Hon. R. C. Neville, 1848), 95 : Stukeley Itin. Curiosum, pl. xlv. lix. ;
G. M., 1848, ii. 633.

CHESHUNT FIELD, villa or public building (external walls 285 feet, internal 265
feet), coins of Titus, Carausius, and Helena. G. M., 1842, part ii. 526.

CHisHALL, Furnaces for smelting metals. See ELMDON.

CouGESHALL, on the high road from Colchester to Cambridge identified by Mr.

3 The finder sold them in London. He was afraid to go to bed, lest, oversleeping him-
self, he might be detected before he could dispose of them.

6 Similar to one found at Little Wilbraham. Sazon (:bsequies, pl. xv.

7 Compare with figures of mechanical tools, Rimische Alterthiimer in Newwied, by Dr.
‘W. Dorow, Berlin. 1827.
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Drake as CaNoviumM? Traces of occupation, camps and fortified
poseitions, coins ranging from Antoninus to Theodusius, Samian ware,
Potter’s mark, CoccrLLy, M.  Arch. vi. ; Cromwell’'s Hist. Colchester i. 23.

CoLCHESTER, (CaMULODUNUM, CoLoNIA VICTRIX, OCrLAUDIA OR CLAUDIA

CoLoxN1a) one of the nine colonial cities established in Britain—its site

the stronghold of the British Prince, Cunobeline, cuntemporary with

Augustus. Coleceaster and Colneceaster of the Saxons. In addition to

ial localities given below, see for SITE oF crry : Arch. xvi. 143, 145 ;

33:!. xcvii. 623 ; Cromwell’s Hist. Colchester i. 29. For Coins, MINTS:

established by Carausius and suppressed at the death of Allectus, Num.

Chron. N.8. vii, 324 ; Copﬁer coins of Maximinian, rare, ibid 37 ; Cat.

Rom. Family Coins, W. H. Smyth, 16 ; Morant i. 14, 24, 26, 28, 33,

183 ; Col. Mus. For INscripTiONS : Hiibner vii. 35-36 ; Col. Ant. v, 115.

For PorTeRY : Aretine, Durobrivian, Samian and Upchurch Ware, in all

varieties ; pottery of local manufacture from the district, which was ex-

tensively occupied by potters on the line of the high road to Londinium ;
potters’ marks, many yet unpublished ; glass medallion ornamented
with imperial busts; vase inscribed ; tesserse or theatrical admission
tickets, a unique series undescribed, apparently genuine though their
authenticity has been disputed. but upon no evidence ; illustrations of

Jewish residence ; sculptured ivories now in the Mayer Collection at

Live 1: Col. Mus. ; Proc. Soc. Ant. N.8. ii. 143, 247, iii. 165, 381, 422.

For Cop of moulded glass® ornamental design a chariot race, the names

of the charioteers inscribed round the edge ; perfect glass vessels, plain

ewers, drinking cups and bottles, others of a rich cobalt blue and bright
n glass : Slade. Coll. Brit. Mus. For INSCRIBED STONES, one now in the
isney Collection at Cambridge : Arch. Jowrn. xxxi.; Arch. Assoc. vi. 446;

Cromwell's Hist. of. Col. ii. 374; Wright's Hist. of Essex, i. 295-6, see

also, Assoc. Journ. i. 53, 238, ii. 29, 268, iv. 60-63, 400, 401, v. 85,

vi 446, 461, vii. 82, xx. 344-6, xxi. 168, 171, 231.

ANGEL LANE, Tessellated pavement near the Moot Hall, wheat beneath

it. Arch. ii. 287 ; Adssoc. Journ. iii. 318.

——— BALEKERNB OR BarLkoN HILL aND LaNE, Bastion of city wall, original
facing. The Decuman gate, Guard room for use of sentry. Inscribed
altar. Adssoc. Journ. ii. 33; Arch. Jowrn. xxxviii. 431, xxxix. 366 ; Col.
Mus. ; E. A. S. N.s. ii. 266, 283.

——— BrARrR LaNE, Mosaic pavement, long since destroyed. In Sparrow’s
Plan of Colchester, Bear Lane is ed St. Martin’s Lane.] G.M. 1842,

. 526.

anvzmr Roap, Cemetery at right angles to the Lexden Road. Cist com-

posed of tiles containing fine specimens of glass. Bronze patera, and a

unique series of fictilia in white clay, comprising seated figures with

books before them, caricatures doubtless of learned men, also recumbent

figures, animals, &c., and a bust of pleasing appearance ; portrait of the
youthful Ceeear of the time, yellow glazed pottery of rare description,
Coins of Agrippa, Claudius. Inscribed stone to the memory of a centurion,
human bones in leaden cist adjoining the tomb. Arch. Journ. xxxiv. 81;
Coll. Ant. vi. 228, 239 ; Col. Mus. ; Hiibuer, vii. 35-36 ; Jos. Coll.; Proc.
Soc. Ant. N.8. iv. 271, viii. 543 ; G. M. 1866, ii. 336.

——— BorovcH FieLps, Silver ring set with gems. Morant, i. 195.

St. BoroLpHS GATE, Coins of the lower Empire [road issuing to Mersea

Island.] E. 4. 8. i. 34, N.s. iii. 123.

———— Burr E, Bead of vitrified porcelain, leaden coffins. Arch. xxxiv. 47;

Coll. Ant. iii. 52-63.

CASTLE, occupies an area of 21,168 square feet, nearly twice that of the

White Tower, London. Antiquity much disputed thoungh its foundations

were clearly laid by the Romans ; by some authorities considered to be

the Temple of Claudius, known to be at Colchester, by others to be

the work entirely of Norman architects. Arch. Jonrn. xxxiii. 403, 436,

xxxix. 239, 266 ; Rev. H. Jenkins, Colchester Custle; Rev. E. A. Cutts,

Colchester Castle not a Roman Temple, 1853 ; Grose. Ant. Eng. and Wales,

i ; Salmon, 137.

8 Glass like earthenware was among the manufacturing industries of Colchester. It sur-
vived through the Middle Ages. Kobert le Verrer, 1295, and Matthew le Verrer in 1300,
were inhabitants of the city and taxed for their stock in trade. Rot. Parl, i. 228, cited by
A. Nesbitt, Slade Cas. Intro. p. xxxii.
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‘COLCHESTER, CLOACA, the great drain or sewer, constructed on a similar model to the
Cloaca Maxima at Rome, or that at Marta in Tuscany, relics in quantities.
Bronzes, coins, glass, iron implements, &c., Samian ware, tiles, the iron
objects of interest, such being rarely found at Colchester owing to the
nature of the soil being against their preservation. Col. Mus.; E. 4. 8. i.
34, 210,

CrEFFIELD RoaD, lead coffin 6 feet long, with a pipe inserted in the lid
just over where the head would have laid, depth 3 feet. Col. Mus.

CULVER STREET, bronze patella, mosaic pavements, at a depth of five feet,

urn of red ware. E. 4. 8. N8, iii. 195 ; Proc. Soc. Ant. N.8. xi. 195.

——— Essex STREET, cinerary urn. Col. Mus.

——— GENERAL HosPITAL (8ite of), the celebrated “Sphinx” now in the local
Museum, ? originally attached to some important sepulchral monument.
Building materials, red and white tiles, coarse unhewn stones. Bronze
statuette of a similar figure found in the year 1820. [As an emblem the
Sphinx appears on the coins of Cunobeline, associated often with an ab-
breviated form of the word Camulodunum ; Suetonius records how such
a symbol was adopted by Augustus on his private seal.] Pottery, many
potters’ marks. Assoc. Jznm. ii. 38 ; Q.M. 1822, 107, pl., 1864, ii. 70-71;
Hiibner vii. 35.

——— Heap GATE AND STREET, site of cemetery, leaden coffins, tessellated
pavement. Coll. And. iii. 53 ; E. 4. 8. N.s. iii. 139.

——— MarpoN Roap, glass bottle, 6 in. high. Col. Mus.

NortH HiLL, remains of buildings, rooms, walls and concrete floors, with

mosaic pavements, tiles and potiery. E. 4. 8. ii. 53, 61.

NoxTH STREET, steelyard weight,r{;ronze representing Cupid, tessellated

pavement near the Victoria Inn.  Col. Mus.; E. A. 8. N.s. ii. 189.

——— PrioryY TERRACE, leaden coftin. Col. Mus.

—-——Sr. JoBN's STREET, (at back of Salvation Army Barracks) lead coffin of a
3:‘lllild, 3 feet long, containing a few bone-fragments, depth 3 feet. Col.

s,

——— St. MARY'S LODGE, bones in urns, bronzes, head of Silenus, bust of Pan,
Jupiter and a fine portrait of Caligula, also figures of Mercury and Her-
cules. Arch. xxxi; Assoc. Jowrn. iii. 57 ; Col. Mus.

——— TuRrRETS, Armille, bronze medicine stamp with handle, inscription R. F.
Hyoc1ni, bronze keys, statuette of Mercury. Col. Mus.

——— WgsT LoDGE, excavations in the year 1848, important discoveries, beads,
coins, glass, lamps, locks and keys, personal ornaments, pottery, Samian
ware, sepulchral deposits, tile tombs, &c. The unique example of Castor
or Durobrivian ware known as the ‘‘ Colchester Vase,” and now in the
local Museumn was obtained from this cemetery. Inscribed stone. .4ssoc.
Journ. iv. 400, vi. 447; Col. Mus.; Coll. Ant. iv. 82, 90. [Visit of London
Antiquaries to the treasures at West Lodge, remarks thereon. Assoc.
Jonrn. v. 91, 94.]

———- WesT TERRACE, vase of inferior pottery, glass lachrymatory injured by
fire. Col. Mus.

— —— WinpmiLL Freup, Armillse, coins, hairpins with other personal orna-
glpng:; and trinkets, leaden coffin containing human remains. Coll. Ant.
iii. 52.

DanBuURyY, furnaces for smelting purposes. See Elmdon.
Duxmow [assumed to be C£saroMaGUs].  Arch. Assoc. iii. 318. See Roads.

EAsTHAM, cemetery, leaden coffins site adjacent to the position of the Roman
forces stationed at Uphall Camp. Glass, Samian, and other ware,
Potter’s mark, Mercirvs, F.  Arch. Journ. xxi. 93, 95, xxii. 334 ; Coll.
Ant. vii. 190 ; E. 4. 8. ii. 110, 116 ; G. M. 1864, i. 91, 92 ; Brit. Mus.

ELMDON, coins, large brass of Hadrian, others defaced, associated with bronze
implements and weapons of early date and native origin, masses of unused
metal, with debris of smelting furnaces utilised doubtless by itinerant
workmen travelling from camp to camp, [interesting discoveries here in
1847, illustrating the pmctical] knowledge possessed by the Romans,
in rivetting metals.] E. 4. 8. ii. 56, 58.

9 See Pamphlet by E. A. Hay, Letter to the Committee of the Essex and Colchester Hos-
pital, 1821.
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ErpiNg (Theydon Grove E, pottery six feat beneath the surface. Proc. Soc. Ant.
N.8. iv. 446, See X

FireLp, furnaces for smelting metals. See Elmdon.
Fryer~iNg (Mill Green). Portions of amphors, and other pottery. E. 4. 8.

N.8. ii. 367-358.

GosBACK (near Stanway), coins of Vespasian, Tetricus, Carausius and the Constan-
tine family. illa, walls with flue tiles, frescoes &c. Arch. dssoc. ii. 45 ; .
Coll. Ant. ii. 41. 42.

GraYS, bronze figure of Jupiter. Arch. Assoc. iv. 80.

GRraY's THURROCK, sepulchre containing bronze armlets, with horses’ teeth, glass,
pottery, &c. Proc. Soc. Ant., N.8,, iii. 406, iv. 11.

GryMEs DYKE at Stanway, the rampart marks the boundary of Camulodunum,
triangular space enclosed by the Dyke, River, and the Colne, site of the
British Oppidum. Thesize of this fortified position is sufficient to account
for it having required, as is recorded, a furce of some thirty or forty
thousand men to capture it.

HapsTOCK, villa, bath, hypucaust, rooms, &c. Bronze ornaments. Coins of
Gallienus, A.p. 253-268 ; small brass of Victorinus, Allectus, Constantine,
and Valerian. Arch. viii. ; Arch. Journ. viii. 35 ; E. 4. 8. ii. 62.

HALLINGBURY (GREAT), ampulls, cinerary urns near to the so-called Roman en-
campment. E. 4. §, N.8, i. 201,

HarLow, bronze figure representing a Roman boy, probably a youthful charioteer.
E. A. 8. ii. 139.

HatrieLp Broap Oak, in the parish of Takeley. Sepulchral remains. Box
fastened with bronze hasp. Glass vessels, with ‘ pillar moulding” on
fluted sides, lamps, Samian ware, potters’ marks, or. PONTL, MARTIALYL, M.
Coins of Vespasian and Domitian. Arch. Journ. xii. 197, 198.

HAzeLEIGH, stone coffins containing human bones. E. 4. 8. ii. 112; G. M.,
1838, ii. 433.

HevBRIDGE, bronze patera. Col. Mus.

HeypoN HiLL, bronze bracelets, coins of Constantius, Samian pottery, walls,
small room nearly square. A1rch. Assoc. iv. 76 ; Price Kom. Antiq. 41.

HuLL Bripgg, now a ford, see Roads.

KEeLvEDoN (DoNvARDS HALL), coins, fibulee, urns containing bones. Proc. Soc.
Ant., N.8., v. 30.

LexpeN Roap, near the river Colne. Potters’ kilns containing urns perfect
and fragmentary ; coins, pottery in quantities in close proximity to the
kilns. One of the most perfect of the latter has been saved, is now en-
closed, and can be seen on application to Mr. Joslin. It is an interesting
relic in connection with the potters’ craft. From this locality has been
likewise obtained a wooden casket containing personal ornaments of all
kinds—beads, rings, bronze bracelet with fine coin of Nero attached,
Speculum or mirror, tweezers, &c. The kilns and their contents afford
evidence of local manufactures. E. 4. S., N.8,, iii. 123 ; Jos. Col ; Proc.
Soc. Awmt.,, N.8., iv. 433 ; Coll. Ant. vii. 1. xi.; Earthworks surveyed
by Stukeley, Itinerarum Curiosum. 1769.

Marks Try, Armillse, bronzes, fibulie and rings in the Mayer collection at Liver-
pool. E. 4. 8. ii. 68.

MEeRsEY, mosaic pavements near to West Mersey Hall. Coins, buckles, hasps,
styli, &c. Morant, i. 425.

MessinNG, glass bottle containing cremated bones. Brit. Mus.

MounTt BukEs, amphorse, andirons or fire do%s, glass, personal ornaments, glazed
and other pottery. Coll. Ant., ii. 26, 36 ; Col. Mus.

OckeNDEN NorTH, Cemetery, sepulchral relics, animal bones, pottery. E. 4. S.
ii. 238-240 ; G. M., 1859, i. 174.
OLp Forp, leaden coffins, coins, pottery, and relics, Oolitic Sarcophagus, cover
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slightly coped, contained a skeleton, position east and west. Arch. Journ.,
xxii 1%3; Trans. Lon. and Midd. Arch. Soc., i. 192.

ONGAR. See Roads.

OTHONA, one of the nine castra catalogued in the Notitia Dignitatum, &c., the
military survey of the Roman Empire, in the last stage of its existence.
They flourished from about A.p. 289 to 409, just 120 years. Southern
wall of the castrum disclosed. Bede styles it Ythancrester the castrum
of Ithona (Hist. Eccles., lib. iii. 22) garrisoned by a force of auxiliaries,
Numerus Fortensium, but no inscriptions have as yet been discovered.
The weapons to which theso troops were accustomed were *‘ sword, "y
and buckler,” of which examples have been found, also bracelets, fibulss,
and rings; coins of Gallienus A.p. 260 to Honorius 395 ; combs and various
accessories to the toilet, bone implements, spindle whorls, knives, styli,
strigils, tweezers, and garden tools. Cumden ii. 123; Arch. xli. pl. xx. ;
Arch. Jowrn. xli. 259; Coll. Ant. vii. 156 ; G.M. 1865 ii. 403-8. [The
origin of the name Fortenses doubtful, reasonably presumed to be taken
from some legion with the surname of Fortis such as Secunda Trajana
which was honoured with the title of Fortis.]

RaMspEN BELHUS, stone coftins. E. A. 8. ii. 112,

RaAYLEIGH, coins, denarii, &c. Assoc. Journ. v. 366 ; E. 4. 8. ii. 72.

RIDGWELL, BIRDBROOK AND STURMERE, military way, coins, pottery, villa, walls,
&c. The road is mentioned by Dr. Salmon in his Survey of England,
P. 143, as running from Camulodunum to Camboricum, distance 36 miles.
Arch. xiv. 61-62.

RipawELL, coins of Domitian, Otacilia Severa, Nero and others down to Arcadius,
buildings, hypocaust, tessellated pavements, tiles, pottery, personal
ornaments. Camden, 47.

RIVENHALL, coin of Probus, tessellated pavement, tiles. 4ssoc. Journ. ii. 281 ;
G. M. 1847, i. 185, 339.

RocHFORD, coins and other relics, locality fixed by Camden as the site of the
battle of Essendun or Aschendune, at Assingdon near to the town.
Morant places it at Ashdon. Arch. xxiii. 17. [See a paper by the late W.
Henry Black, upon the constitution, present stile, and probable origin
and significance of the ‘¢ Lawless Court” held at Rochford, wherein
he speaks of the ‘‘King’s Post” where the meetings of the Court are
periodically held as being a ‘“ Roman Land Mark ” belonging to the series
of measures connected with ‘‘ London Stone” and (x)lt%:er uninscribed
monuments. Proc. Soc. Ant., 2nd ser., iv. 172, 182.

Roxrorp [Durolitum ] tiles found while making a new road near to Nokes Hill.
Arch. Assoc. iii. 318 ; Iter. Britanniarum, Cambridge, 1799 ; Geog. der
Greichen und Romer., Leipzig, 1788, 1829.

SAFFRON WALDEN [Camboricum] earthworks known as Battle Ditches, bronzes,
coins, glass, Durobrivian, Samian and Upchurch Ware, sepulchral remains.
Arch. Jowrn. i. 168, 161 ; E. 4. 8. ii. 166, N.s. ii. 284, 287, 311, 334 ;
Braybrooke Hist. Audley End, 148, 149.

SHOEB?Y_’A near to what is known as the Danish Camp, ancient well, pottery.

. 4. 8.1 77,

SiBLE HEDPINGHAM, Mirror of mixed metal, very brittle. Arch. Jowrn., xx. 181.

Staxway, Villa (vide Gosback), Pottery. Arch. Assoc., ii. 45. iv. 391.

STRATFORD, Globular Amphora containing small urn with calcined bones, leaden
coffin. Arch. xxxi. 308 ; Arch. Joorn, vi. 76, x. 7.

STurMERE (Ford Meadow), Urn containing gold and silver coins of Julian, Val-
entinian the Elder, Gratian, Magnus Maximus, Arcadius, Honorius ;
brass vessels. Museum Saffron Walden.

THAXTED (on the dairy farm), Gold Pennannular ring of crescent form, weight
ins. Arch. Jowrn., vi. 67. [Compare with one described in Sir R.
C. Hoare’s Ancient Wiltshire, i. 201, pl. xxv.]
TrEYDON MoUNT (Ad Montem), Sepulchral relics, urns containing human boues.
N. and Q., 4th ser., v. 367.
TiLBurY WEsT, Paterse with potters’ marks, small Samian bowl inscribed pacMA,
Cinerary Urns and Pottery adjacent to the Roman ferry. Dene Holes or
Caves for extracting chalk of the finer kind for use of silversmiths, &c.,
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and agricultural purposes. Arch. Jowrn. xxix. 187, 274 ; Coll. Ant. vi. 244 ;
leﬁ'at. Hist 1ib, xviL 8 ; Rom. Lond. 103, ’

ToLLEsHUNT DaRCY, Urns near the New House or White House Farm. Morant,
i. 399.

TorLesaEUNT KN1agHTS, Pavements near to the Manor House of Barnewalden.
Morant, i. 399.

ToPESFIELD, near to Bradfield Farm, Coins, Paters, Samian Ware. Arch. xiv.
24-26 ; Assoc. Journ. iii. 318,

Toraau (Little), Gold Ring inscribed. Proc. Soc. Ant., N.s., v. 217.

WakERING (Great), Coin of Carausius, Samian Ware, Urns. E.A4.8. ii. 279.

Wavrtaam, Coins. E.A.8. ii. 64.

WarLtHAM (Little), see Roads.

\WaNsTEAD, Coins, Pottery, Tessellated Pavements. Murant, i. 28.

We~NDEN, Furnaces for smelting purposes. See Audley End, Elmdon.

‘WHrTE NotLEY, Cinerary urns, bones, &c. E. 4. 8. ii. 240.

WrraM (Terling Place), Gold rings, elaborate ornamentation, vases with other
pottery, gold, silver, and bronze coins, ranging from Valerian to Honorius,
shield and swords, one of the latter inscribed. Arch. iii. 162.

WixoE (Ensford Field), Coins of Nero and Constans. Arch. xiv. 71,

WoRMINGFIELD, Cemetery, Urns in hundreds. Salmon’s Swrvey.

Roavs radiating from London. One from Stratford skirting the Thames valley,
identified by the names Great Cold Harbour!® and Little Cold Harbour
near Aveling. It crossed one from East Tilbury and Higham Causey
in Kent, went on through Thundersley and Hadleigh to South End,and pro-
bably to Shoebury. From here a way led across the sands to Foulness, where
numerous remains have been discovered. The road from East Tilbury
ferry joined the London road, passing through Billericay where indications
are present of an im%rbant station. Another way still fairly straight leaves
this Thames road at Hadleigh and proceedsthrough Rayleigh whereremains
have been identified. Hull Bridge is now a ford, but there are still the
remains of piers in the river having timber uprights or their remains in
them, the stone piers standing on wooden platforms, just as in the bridge
discovered in the Trent some three years ago. Crossing the river and going
north, where the raised road is called the Causeway, we come in a straight
line or nearly so to Danbury—many antiﬁlities have been found there—
thence to the London road at Toppingho Hall; this way is open to further
exploration. There does not appear to be any indications of a road or
way from Othona except across the marshes. Leaving Stratford, the
London road runs through the county to Colchester and Stratford in
Suffolk (ad ansam of the ninth iter). Near to Chelmsford a branch went
off to Braintree giving another at Little Waltham to Dunmow : here these
branches both crossed Stane Street, the one through Braintree clearly
going on through Gostield to Hedingham and possibly Sudbury. The road
to Haverhill from Colchester was crossed somewhere near Castle Heding-
ham, but this Haverhill road has not yet been traced between Ford Street
and Yeldham. The next road from Stratford went through Epping,
Latton, Bishop Stortford between these places in Hertfordshire. Portions
of the road from Quendon Newport to Chesterton, are undoubtedly Roman.
At Epping it sent off a branch through W. Weald, Cole harbour and
Ongar to Writtle or Chelmsfo:d. At Ongar this branch probably sent
off another to Dunmow and a continuance of this branch southward
through Chigwell to Stratford is also probably Roman ; it was by this
route St. Edmunds’ body was conveyed to Bury St. Edmunds on the
occasion of stopping at the wooden Church of Greenstead. From Dun-
mow through Thaxted to Saffron Walden is a very distinct Roman way,
the portion from ‘‘Green Harbour” (cold harbour) to Thaxted being a
raised causey with ditch. This road running along the crest of the
Chelmer valley is most distinctly Roman. Upon the Ordnance map
another road may be identified ; it passes through Hempstead marked
‘“High Street,” a name sufficiently indicative of its origin. There are

10 A term applied to Roman situations as is *‘ Hunger.” It is sometimes in the form of
<Cole, prefixed to borough, hill, green, town, oak, ridye, and other terms. It is often applied
‘to ridge, a Roman road, as to harbour, a camp, or castle. On the much disputed etymology
of this term, see N. & Q. i. 60, ii. 159, 340, vi. 455, xii. 293.
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in addition traces of an ancient way through Strethall, but as yet this
locality has not been thoroughly explored.

Roaps radiating from Colchester, Balkerne Hill, Lexden Park, Stanway Church
and Bridge on past Stane Street, Marks Tey to Bishop Stortford through
Dunmow. Horkesley Causey a direct way running through Elmstead
Market to Harwich. Peet Enll and Peet Tye. Assoc. Jowmn. iii. 317,
323; E. A. 8. N.s. iii. 123; Antonine Iters to and from, E. 4. 8, xix 275,

285, 325.
JouN E. PrICE

NOTES ON CUP-MARKED STONES, OLD
BURYING-GROUNDS, AND CURING OR
CHARM STONE, NEAR ST. FILLANS,
PERTHSHIRE.

I EXPECTED the district of St. Fillans to be rich in cup-marked

stones but was disappointed, as any which may have been on
the low grounds were no doubt utilised for building purposes, when
the present village was formed about seventy years ago,and,as I have
usually found elsewhere, the old people had never seen or heard of
such things as cup-marks. Being in Comrie, however, for a day, a
local antiquary there directed me to a stone with cups, on the hill
above the mansion-house of Dunira; and on going to the spot,
about a hundred yards east of the shepherd’s house at Drumnakill,
I came upon a group of seven stones, none of them standing. They
may at one time have formed an enclosure of some kind. On the
stone second from the eastmost of the group there are eleven beau-
tifully formed cups, varying from 2} to 4 inches in diameter and
from half-an-inch to an inch in depth. They are the deepest and
best formed cups I have yet met on one stone. The stone in this
case is a large water worn block of coarse whinstone, 5 feet 9 inches
long, 5 feet broad, and 3 feet above ground, pointing eastwards.
The cups are grouped in an oblong form—the largest cup, 4 inches
in diameter, being in the centre, and the extreme length of the
group of cups is two feet four inches.

West from the group of stones and nearer to the cottage, there
is a raised enclosure 25 to 30 feet in diameter, with a turf-covered
wall or rampart three or four feet high surrounding it, which in
former times was used as a burying-ground for unbaptised infants,
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and no doubt gave the name of “Druim na Cille” (the ridge of the
burying-ground) to the place. It is within living memory that a
burial took place here, and the tradition is that people came from
long distances, such as Loch Tayside, Glendochart, Balquhidder and
Strathyre, to bury the “ wee unchristened bairns.” These burial-
places are common in the southwest of Ireland and are called Kills
and Killeens, but in Scotland we have been in the habit of associat-
ing the word K3l or Cille with a cell or chapel. There is no evi-
dence to mark that there has been any such near this spot, so that
the conclusion is that the term K4l in Scotland may also have been
applied to a burying-ground as it is in Ireland.

About a mile south of the bridge over the Earn at Comrie, on
the moor of Dalginross, and on the left side of the road going to
Glenartney and Braco, there is a well-known standing stone, popu-
larly named after Samson. It is one of a group of three. The
other two are lying to the east, and on the upper side of the east-
most one, there are twenty-six cup marks. The stone is partly
buried, and slants upwards from west to cast where it reaches 18
inches above ground. It is of a coarse granitic rock, with masses of
quartz at the east end, and has a thin vein of quartz running across
it from north to south. The stone is a travelled boulder, 5 feet 3
inches long by 4 feet broad, and by exposure to the weather and
passers by, the cups are very shallow but perfectly distinguishable
as artificial. They vary in size from about two to three inches in
diameter.

About five hundred yards southwest from the farmhouse of
Kindrochet, on the south side of the Earn, and about two miles from.
St. Fillans, there is a disused burying-ground of an oblong form,
enclosed in a rough way, with several large trees standing in it.
This is duly marked on the Ordnance map but without any name.
It is simply known as “The Old Burying-ground at Kindrochet.”
There are a few rude head-stones still remaining upright. The
enclosure is sixty-five paces in length by thirty paces broad, and
more than one tomb or cist is exposed, bearing evidence of having
been opened, one especially, formed of two large flags of unhewn
stones for the sides and two for the ends. It measures five feet
long inside by two feet three inches broad, and the large stone 6
feet long which formed the cover lies at the side. This grave is of
the same construction as those in two ancient burying-grounds, of
the Pagan period, at Pitreavie.

I regret to say that the ancient burying-place has been for a
long time a receptacle for the stones and rubbish gathered from the
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adjoining fields, and unless steps are taken to prevent the vandal-
ism and desecration, all trace of the place, and that at no distant
date, will be obliterated.

A chapel might have stood at one time within the enclosure
but it is difficult in its present condition to trace any foundations,
and tradition as well as “ place names ” are silent on the subject.

CURING STONE.

An oval water-worn stone of white quartz which was used as a
charm to resist the evil eye, was kept over the lintel of the byre
door at the small croft of Cachladhu, a mile east from St. Fillans on
the south side of the Earn. The croft was merged in the adjoining
farm some twenty years ago and the buildings were cleared away.
The charm stone had been in the family for generations and was
supposed to protect cattle from all kinds of trouble. Other
appliances had in addition to be resorted to when a cow was ill. She
had to be supplied with water from a stream that was commonly
crossed by “the living and the dead,” and two or three pieces of
silver money along with the stone were placed in the coggie. The
water was taken from the burn or river, usually under a bridge, “in
the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” and
then given to the cow which sumetimes recovered and sometimes
did not, but faith in the stone was never lost. I was told that it
is still the custom in the district to place a branch of the mountain
as) or rowan tree over the byre doors to keep the cattle free of
disease.

JaMES MACKINTOSH GOW.

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE DERIVATION OF PLACE-NAMES.
[date, Vol. i. pp. 430-434.]

HE mischief wrought by Edmunds’ Traces of History tn the Names of
Places is, according to my experience, slight in comparison with that

for which Dr. Taylor’s Words and Places is responsible. It is not surpris-
ing that unsystematic workers at local etymology should have unquestion-
ing faith in this work. They cannot fail to be impressed by the great
literary position of its versatile author, and when they find exhaustive lists
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of books in English and other languages at the end of each chapter, they
are bound to conclude that the work is scientific and trustworthy. This
conclusion will be strengthened when they read in the preface that the
book ‘ has already been adopted by many teachers, and is prescribed as a
text book in the Cambridge Higher Examinations for Women.” Yet the
book abounds in the grossest philological errors and in blunders that a
little care would have obviated. I have here collected a few examples in
the hope that they will warn local antiquaries of the uncritical character of
the book. That there is need of such a warning is proved by the fact that so
eminent an antiquary as Dr. Cox speaks of this as an “inimitable” work
(above page 159).1

After laying down the wise principle at p. 312 that ¢ the earliest docu-
mentary form of the name must be ascertained ” before speculating upon
the derivation of a local name, it is somewhat startling to find this prin-
ciple constantly ignored by the author himself. A slight search for the
earliest documentary form of Saltaire would have led to the discovery that
this name is only a few years old and that it is compounded of its founder’s
name and that of the river upon which it stands. This would have pre-
vented the derivation of aire from the O. Norse eyjur * islands "—which is,
moreover, coudemned by the fact that Norse words in English local names
are declined as English words, not as Old Norse.

We are twice told (pp. 142, 170, note 1) that Hertford is derived from
the Welsh rhyd, a *“ford.” A glance at the English Chronicles proves that
the name is derived from keorut, the O. E. form of kart. At p. 202 Lichk-
JSield i8 derived from O. E. lic, “corpse.” The early forms (Lyccid-felth,
etc.), which might have been easily discovered, wholly forbid any such
derivation. If his search after the early forms of the name Rendlesham
had led Dr. Taylor only so far as Beda’s great work, he would have found
that this name is derived from the personal name Rendel, and not from
Rdd-weald (p. 211). It is casily discovered that the early forms of
Worcester are Wigeran-ceaster, Wiogeran-, etc., which plainly preclude the
derivation from *Hwic-wara-ceaster (pp. 46, 49). As the people of
Worcestershire were called Hwicciz, they cannot have been called Huwic-
waru, which would mean “inhabitants of the Hwiccii.” No evidence is
adduced of the existence of any such impossible compound. Again, the
early forms of Shotover forbid the derivation from Chateau Vert, as is
pointed out by Mr. James Parker in Lis Early History of Oxford.* The
name is purely English, representing an O. E. *wt Scottes ofre.

Dr. Taylor would do a service if he would give an authority for any

1 Dr. Cox would do a real service to local history if he would, in the next edition
of How to write the History of a Parish, strike out the works on local etymology
therein cited, state that there is no scientific treatise on this subject in the English
language, and advise the incipient local historian to forswear etymology, or to restrict
the etymological portion of his work to collecting the early forms of the name of
his parish. It is high time that local historians surrendered the delusion that they
are, by some virtue inherent in the study of local history, ready-made etymologists
who need no philological training.

* We have here an excellent exanple of the evil effects of such reckless gueases
as the above, which is stated in Words and Places as a fact (*‘ Chdteau Vert. .. has
been converted into Shotct :r Hill ”), in the fact that so learned a philologist as Prof,

Sayce has adopted it as an illustration in his Science of Language.
H
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English words that could make Osyth mean ¢ water channel,” ard
Badecan-wylla=*bath well” (pp. 261, 319). There is no record of any
such words in the O. E. dictionaries, etc., for the simple reason that both
the above are personal names (0. E. Js-gyzh and Beadeca). This failure to
recognize these personal names accounts for the circumstance that local
names derived from O. E. personal names are dismissed in a few lines.
One would never suspect from this manual that the O. E. and Old Norse
personal names are by far the most important factors in English local
etymology. )

Contradictory derivations of the same name sometimes occur. Thus,
p- 48, the Isle of Wight is said to preserve the name of the “Goths or
Jutes,” whilst at p. 208 it is correctly derived from * Vectis, the Roman
name of the Island.” At p. 238, the termination of Henley is said to be
feg, ‘‘island,” whilst at p. 322 the first stem is derived from ¢ A.S. kean,
poor.” Thus the [ is left unaccounted for. The suffix is, of course, ldak.
This derivation is one of several proofs of the author’s slight knowledge of
O.E. grammar and of the early charters. This Aean is merely the weak
dat. sing. of Aéak, ¢ high,”—just the case we should expect to find in a
local name.

To use Mr. Atkinson’s words, one would think that some of the deriva-
tions given in this book ‘ were too nonsensical and inconsistent to obtain a
moderately thoughtful person’s regard.” One can hardly believe (p. 320)
that ‘ Brokenborough in Wilts, anciently Broken-eber-egge, is explained as
badger-boar-corner ” | This is merely a late form of the O.E. “ st (thsm)
brocenan beorge,” at the broken hill 3 Tt is not easy to believe that the
English termination well is derived from O.H.G. w$l4ri or the French wille
(pp. 109, 332), and that Winchilsea is a compound of Welsh gwent, O. E.
céosol, and O. E. feg = plain + gravel + island ! The brilliant idea that the
“Pig and Whistle ” sign is a corruption of * Pige washael, or the Virgin's
greeting,” (p. 273) is worthy of a place in a museum of etymolugical curi-
osities. The author does not explain why an English innkeeper should
adopt as his sign #n impossible compound of Danish and old English.

But reckless as is this etymology, it is beaten in this quality by the
statement at p. 269 that ‘“the legend of the victory gained by Guy of
Warwick, the Anglian champion, over the dun cow, most probably origin-
ated in a misunderstood tradition of his conquest of the Dena gau, or
Danish settlement in the neighbourhood of Warwick.” This suggestion is
condemned on historical grounds ; it is equally condemned on philological
grounds. First, we have no proof of the use of the word gau in England.
Secoundly, this modern German form is derived from an original gaujo or
gawjo (Goth. gawi, gen gaujis), which would have yielded in 0. E.
*géa or *gieg.¢ Thirdly, even if the O. H. G. form of this word had been
specially imported into Warwickshire in the 10th or 11th century, it could
not have been confused with c#, “cow,” which is a very different sound
from O. H. G. géwr, ® the old nom. of gau.

3 Compare an original charter in Sweet's A.S. Reader, xiib, 91, A.D. 9844 :
¢ oth thone tébrocenan beorge the thebr is toclofen,” to the * broken ’ hill that is there
cloven. There is a Wiltshire ‘* t6 brocenan beorge ” in Cart. Saz., iii. 297, 28.

4 Dr. Taylor, p. 89, says that the gay of Framlingay and Gamlingay is derived

from this gau. But the g is not part of the suffix, which seems to be hay.
% 0.H.G. Gouwe is a refashioning of the nom. on the analogy of the oblique cases.
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The Celtic portion of the work is even worse than the Teutonic. The
prevalent and persistent delusion that nineteenth century Welsh is the
same tongue as it was 1800 years ago is the chief cause of this. There
is no word more popular with the unscientific local etymologist than the
Welsh dfyr, ¢ water,” and probably more absurd etymologies have been
founded upon this word than upon any other. Naturally it plays a large
part in Words and Places. Thus, p. 133, it is made to explain, besides a
host of other names, the Deruentio of the Itinerary. I have the unquestion-
able authority of Prof. Rhys for the statement that this did» is purely a
modern Welsh colloquialism, being a contraction of dwfr, the old form of
which must have appeared as dubr- or dobr-,® as in the well known case of
Dubris, Dover. The word is naturally preserved in English local names in
its early form of dover, e.g., the Doverbeck, Notts, which Dr. Taylor, pp.
133, 140, wrongly calls the Durbeck.

I bave hardly left myself any space to deal with Mr. Atkinson’s note.
He seems inclined to overrate the Norse influence. At all events he
regards as undeniably Norse, words that were in use in O. E. place-names
before the Scandinavians arrived. For instance, erqum, kergum may just
as well represent the O. E. dat. pl. keargum as the O. N. horgum. The
original meaning of this word seems to have been merely  grove,” as is
evidenced by the O. H. G. form Aaruc, and by the O. E. form keark. As the
pagan temples were in groves, this word acquired the meaning of ¢ temple ”
and even that of “altar,” as in O. Norse. Again, thorpe is not so trust-
worthy a test of Scandinavian settlement as the Danish advocates would
bhave us believe. This doubt occurred to the great Norwegian historian
and philologist Peder Andreas Munch. He wrote, nearly forty years ago,
that * it was uncertain whether thorpe [in English local names] could be
regarded as exclusively Norse, for it may have been of Anglian origin.” In
support of this he points to the frequency of the termination dorf in North
German local names (Norske Folks Historie, pt. 1, i. 631). Thorpe is
correctly given by Prof. Skeat as English. It occurs in local names in
Gloucestershire, Wiltshire, Hampshire, and other counties that show little
or no trace of Danish influence. Moreover, we find it in &geles-threp, one of
the earliest of English local names, and, finally, throp is given as an
equivalent of fién in the Epinal Glossary, the earliest English M.S., which

was written long before the Danes settled lere.
W. H. STEVENSON.

¢ So the German river Tauber appears in the Ravenna geographer as Dubra.
Whilst explaining the purely English 4 ppeldore (from O. E. apuldor, apuldre, ‘‘apple-
tree” ) as derived from this modern Welsh dwr, Dr. Taylor, p. 91, suggests that the
purely Celtic Dover is really of Teutonic origin !

THE OLD GAELIC PROPHECY CONCERNING IONA.

[Ante, p. 49.]
F this interesting old Gaelic Prophecy it should be known that more
than one version is in circulation. In the last number of the Arck-
aological Review I gave the words of the prophecy as recited to me seven-
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teen years ago by a pious Highlander on the lone shores of Lake Huron.
It was the version that best fitted in with the yearnings of his exiled soul
He thought of the desolation of this, the chiefest of all our Celtic holy
places, and in that sad desolation he saw and sorely felt the utter hope-
lessness of his own exile. But the old glory of the Iona of Columba would
one day be restored. He saw that blessed day afar off, and in the midst of
his hopeless yearning for home, he could piously rejoice in it. And this
other thought had, I think, a sure place in his heart. He, and many like
him, died an exile. But he died for his people; the peace, and joy, and
plentiful abundance of whose new homes had already more than dawned
around him.

The other versions of the old prophecy have each its own point of view,
and they are all more or less enigmatical. Here, for instance, is the
version commonly current in the West Highlands :—

Hi mo chridhe, Hi, mo ghraidh,

An aite guth Manaich bithidh geum ba ;

Ach mun tig an saoghal gu crich
Bithidh Hi mar a bha.

In this version it is Columba himself that speaks, While Hy was yet
the joy of all the land, he foresaw the desolation that saddened the heart
of so many later ages. But the hope of restoration palters with us, if not
in a double, yet still in a doubtful sense.

¢ Hy of my heart, Hy of my love,
In place of monk’s voice shall be lowing of kine ;

Bat ere the world comes to an end
Hy shall be as it was”—

shall be as it was, not as it 5. Does that mean that Hy shall revert to its
old, pre-Columban, heathen desolation? There lie the crux and mystery
of the prophecy, if taken as from the lips of the old Gaelic saint. Of this
bitter element of doubtful disputation my fellow-traveller, in the old forest
primeval, knew nothing. He spake for himself, out of his own heart, as
he prophesied that this desolate and sorely wounded Iona, which we see,
should again be the Iona of Columba in his best and its holiest days.

DoNaLD Massox.
Edinburgh, September 11, 1888.
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HE study of all that relates to the life-history of the Celtic
races has been revolutionised within the last 30 years. From

the moment that Zeuss’ great work laid a firm basis for philological
research, the examination of Celtic speech has progressed steadily
and rapidly, with the result that the main outlines of its phonetic
and syntactic development have been definitely traced. Much of
the lumber of the older Celtologists has been discarded for ever, and
a generation of scholars has been trained capable of utilising to the
full, and in the most scientific spirit, the rich remains of Celtic
antiquity. The publication of material has gone on pari passu with
the perfecting of philological criticism. The heroic age of Celtic
research, the age of the editors of the Myvyrian Archsology in
Wales, of O'Donovan and O’Curry in Ireland, had accumulated much
material, and, in the case of the Irish scholars, had produced an
enormous amount of explanatory comment the value of which is not
always recognised as it should be by the present generation. But their
work had the defects of the pre-critical age, though this stricture ap-
plies with little force to O'Donovan, perhaps the greatest Celtic scho-
lar whom Ireland has produced. The more recently published texts
are free from all suspicion in this respect. The issue of fac-simile
editions of the oldest Inish MSS.; of the critical Irish texts which
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we owe in England chiefly to Mr. Whitley Stokes, in Germany to
Professor Windisch and his pupils ;! of the critical Welsh texts for
which the world is indebted to the learning of Professor Rhys, and
to the heroic perseverance and accuracy of Mr. Gwenogfryn Evans ;?
of the rich stores of Celtic folk-fancy collected by J. F. Campbell—
provides for the student of Celtic thought and imagination
matter which he can use with absolute confidence in its genuine
<haracter.

The study of Celtic craft and of Celtic history, using the word
in its narrower sense, has not been slow to profit by this advance in
knowledge. It is sufficient to call attention in the one department
to such works as those of Miss Stokes on Irish art and archeeology,
in the other to Mr. Skene’s Celtic Scotland and to Professor Rhys’
Celtic Britain. But it is a peculiarity of much that has come down
to usfrom the earliest Celtic antiquity that its historical is outweighed
by its sociological value. 1t may be contended that its trustworthy
information concerning the record of actual events is of the scantiest
description ; it must be admitted that what it tells us about the social
condition of the race is extraordinarily full and varied. Yet it is
this latter side of Celtic study which had of late attracted the least
attention. The most comprehensive work on the subject was till
lately, and in some respects still is, O’Curry’s Manners and Customs.
‘The author, of whom no one who values the study of Celtic antiquity
should ever speak save with respect and gratitude, left his work
uafinished ; herein too may most plainly be seen the inevitable results
of his lack of rigorous critical training. Thus it is only as a collec-
tion of materials, to be used with caution, that this work retains its
value. Since O’Curry’s death many texts have been published.
It was time that some of the harvest should be gathered in.

One of the most important branches of the sociological history
of a race is that of its religious beliefs and practices. Up to within
a recent period the new Celtic scholarship had neglected this
branch, with the result that when four years ago one of the ablest

and best informed stndents of the history of religions, Professor Tiele
" of Leyden, wrote a handbook to the religious systems of humanity,
he was obliged to leave out any reference to Celtic mythology on
the ground that the preliminary work of collecting and sifting the

1 Notably Irische Texte mit Uebersetzungen und Worterbuch. Vols. L., IL
i ii. 1880-87.

2 Diplomatic reproductions of old Welsh texts : The Mabinogion and other
Welsh Tales from the Red Book of Hergest ; Photographic fac-simile of the
Black Book of Caermathen, 1887.
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materials had not yet been performed.® Before proceeding to discuss
attempts recently made to supply this want, it may be well to see
what are the sources of Celtic mythology, and to examine the
different opinions held respecting their age, origin, and nature.

These sources may be grouped under four heads :

(1) The testimony of Classical Antiquity, comprising

(a) the writings of Greeks or Romans who came in contact
with Celtic races,
(b) epigraphic and archaological testimony.

(2) The testimony of the earliest Irish sagas,

(8) That of the earliest Welsh Poems, Tales, and pseudo-historic

traditions,

(4) That of living folk-tradition, especially as preserved in the

Highlands of Scotland.

In the first class the testimony noted under sub-heading b, is
necessarily the most valuable. It has only been digested and put
into shape for the student in comparatively late years ; much indeed
has come to light quite recently, and large additions to our know-
ledge may be looked for with confidence. Itison the almost exclusive
testimony of this first class that Mons. Henri Gaidoz, the founder,
and for many years the director of the Revue Celtique, has based
his excellent studies on Gaulish religion.* It is from this class also
that Professor Rhys draws the materials for his chapter on the
Gaulish Pantheon, that one of the Lectures which is most likely
to command the undivided assent of other Celtic scholars.

The second class of sources, the fullest of the old ones and in
many respects the most important of all, has been used by Mons.
H. d’Arbois de Jubainville, the present director of the Revue
Celtique, as the basis of a work to which frequent reference will be
made in the course of this article, Le cycle mythologique Irlandais
et la mythologic Celtique® In regard to this and to the next class
of sources, questions arise of the utmost complexity and perplexity,
questions which involve moreover the fundamental problems of com-
parative sociology, under which term are comprehended the studies
of myth, cult, custom, and fancy whether plastic or literary. Let
us first consider the third class of testimony noted above.

The Welsh evidence is contained in Poems extant in MSS. of the

3 The second edition of the French translation, by M. Maurice Vernes, is
dated 1885. Mr. A. Lang, Myth, Ritual and Religion, likewise declines the
discussion of ** Celtic Developments " (p. viii.).

4 Esquisse de la religion des Gawlois, 1879 ; La religion Gauloise et le gus de.
chéne, 1881. cf. also Macbain Celtic Mythology, 1885.

§ Paris, 1884. Cf. my review Folk-Lore Jonwrnal, June, 1884,



CELTIC M1TH AND SAGA. 113

12th-13th centuries but traditionally ascribed for the most part to
the 6th-7th centuries; in Tales extant in 13th and 14th century
MSS,, concerning whose date and origin tradition is silent ; in the
pseudo-history of Geoffrey and those Norman-French and Welsh
versions of his chronicle which may be conveniently classed together
as the Bruts; and in the Triadic literature, traditionally connected
with remote antiquity, but demonstrably belonging largely to the late
Middle Ages. The tradition as to the Poems is shown to be false in
part by the fact that many of them refer to events of the 10th-12th
centuries. Up to the present the test of philological criticism has not
been applied to this literature, so that works which present linguistic,
metrical and stylistic phenomena of the same nature are yet assigned
to periods of time differing one from the other to the extent of
hundreds of years. Historical criticism has been the only touch-
stone used ; the most ingenious and far-reaching mode in which it
has been applied is seen in the theory independently originated by Mr.
Skene® and Mr. Stuart Glennie,” but chiefly elaborated by the former.
This theory looks upon many of the early Welsh poems as genuine
battle-chants or ballads written during or shortly after the struggles
they describe or commemorate, the struggles of the Celtic inhabi-
tants of southern Scotland and northern England against the
Teutonic invaders throughout the 6th and 7th centuries. When the
British Kingdoms of Strathclyde and Cumbria finally disappeared,
these poems found a refuge in Wales, and their present obscure and
fragmentary condition is largely due to their divorce from the
historic conditions which gave rise to them. For Mr. Skene, the
most eminent representative of this theory, the Welsh Tales are the
outcome of a much later and more purely romantic impulse; indeed
the theory may be said to postulate the actual-historic or the
romantic-fanciful character of the largest part of the Welsh sources,
rendering them in either case an unfit basis for mythological
speculation. Though Mr. Skene’s opinions have won a large mea-
sure of acceptance, the consensus of non-Celtic scholars has on the
whole been that in the absence of texts, critically constructed and
explained, the subject-matter is too obscure to admit of profitable
treatment, let alone to allow of hypotheses possessing claims to
finality. Almost as much uncertainty prevails as to the traditions
handed down by Geoffrey. These evidently stand in a definite
relation to Nennius?® as well as to the tradition preserved by the

¢ Introduction to the Four Ancient Books of Wales, 2 vols., 1868.
T Arthwrian Localities (Merlin, E.E.T.S. vol. iii. 1869.)
8 The fullest discussion is to be found in * L’Historia Britonum attribuée &



114 LITERATURE.

Triads, and to the scanty hints afforded by the Poems and Tales ;
little light has, however, as yet been thrown upon these points.
The present writer believes he was the first to essay fixing a date for
some of the Tales by a critical examination of the subject matter.?

In these circumstances, results based upon Welsh evidence may
be deemed altogether illusory,and the determinationof the true nature
and relation one to another of these classes of tradition may be held the
first requisite in this field of study. The same opinion with regard
to the Irish evidence would also be justified. But this is so infinitely
richer, and the traditions respecting it are so much more precise,
that it has compelled an attention denied to Welsh literature. The
problems connected with it, though essentially of the same order
as those suggested by the latter, are far more complex, whilst the
better preservation of the subject matter makes research more fruit
ful.

Irish heroic tradition falls into three great and well defined
cycles :

(1) that dealing with the pre-Christian invasions of Ireland, and
the history of the island down to a period shortly preceding the
Christian Era ;

(2) that dealing with the exploits of a group of chiefs and
warriors whose age may be roughly stated as contemporary with
that of Christ. The most prominent personages are Ulstermen,
notably the Ulster chief Conchobor, and the Ulster braves, Fergus,
the sons of Uisnach, and, above all, Cuchullain, the Celtic Achilles
or Siegfried. This cycle may conveniently be distinguished as the
Ultonian cycle ;

(8) that dealing with the exploits of a high king of Ireland,
Cormac mac Art, said to have lived in the third century A.D., and of
a band of braves who flourished throughout his reign under the
headship of Find mac Cumhail. This is the Fenian or Ossianic cycle.

There are, furthermore, a number of historic tales relating to
events ascribed by the annals to the 3rd-9th centuries, tales in which
supernatural personages often appear, who figure in the first
cycle as historical pre-Christian kings of Ireland.

The MS. authority is the same for the first two classes, partly
the same for the later historic tales, and, to a less extent, for the
third class.

Nennius et U'Historia Britannica avant Geoffroi de Monmouth, par Arth. de la
Borderie, Paris, 1883. cf. Y. Cymmrodor, vi. 227, vii. 156b.

? ¢ Mabinogion Studies, I. Branwen the Daughter of Llyr” in Folk-Lore
Record, vol. v.
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The oldest Irish MSS. are mostly of an encyclopedic nature, the
nearest analogue to which may be found in such Icelandic MS.
compilations as Flateyjarbok. Foremost among them are the two
great vellums, the Leabhar na h-Uidhre (LU) written down at the
end of the 11th century, and the Book of Leinster (LL) written
down in the middle of the 12th century. All these encyclopedic
MSS. describe themselves as compilations from older MSS. The
first two cycles of heroic tradition are found almost entire in LU
and LL, the third cycle on the other hand is scantily represented.
The annalistic activity of Ireland which can be dated back with
certainty to the 11th century (Tighernach the greatest of the early
Irish annalists died in 1088), presents, as a rule, both the pre-
Christian and the Ultonian cycles as genuine history. Tighernach
alone raises doubts as to the historic nature of the record prior to
the year 289 B.C., to which he assigns the foundation of Emania by
Cimbaoth. On the whole, modern scholars have followed him and
have looked upon the earlier annals as fabulous. One reason perhaps
is simply modern distrust of anything that pretends to a remote
antiquity. But this view has been determined chiefly by the fact
that the existing texts enable us to trace the formation of the annals
in their present shape. We can note the progress of the
euhemerising process in the poems of Eochaid hua Flainn, who died
in 984, and in those of Flainn Manistrech and Gilla Coemain, Irish
translator of Nennius, who died in 1056 and 1072 respectively, until
it culminates in the Leabhar Gabhala or Book of Invasions, and we
know that it was mainly the work of Flainn Manistrech who had
the reputation in his day of being the most learned of native
historical and antiquarian scholars. His attention was largely
directed to chronology, and the elaborate synchronism of the Irish
annals with the events of sacred and profane history is due to him
more than to any other man. The non-historic character of these
annals is fairly transparent, and but little objection has been raised
to the way in which Mons. d’Arbois de Jubainville has resolved
them into their mythologic elements. It is otherwise with the
Ultonian cycle. Here the record is so full, precise, detailed, and
hangs together with so much coherency that at first blush it seems
impossible to take it for other than what it professes to be, an
account of persons that have actually lived and of events that
actually took place. The acceptance of this portion of the native
annals by Tighernach, who had proved his independent and critical
spirit by the rejection of the earlier portion, has also told in its
favour. At anyrate four of the scholars best qualified to express an
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opinion, Professors Windisch, Zimmer, Kuno Meyer, and Mr.
Hennessy, have declared unhesitatingly in favour of the substantial
accuracy of these sagas. They hold that a real High-King of Ireland,
Connaire Mor, a contemporary of Julius Ceesar, was slain by over-
sea pirates as is told in the tale of Bruden da Derga ; that Conchobor
did dispossess his uncle Fergus of the chieftaincy of Ulster, slew
treacherously the sons of Uisnach, and had to sustain a war against
the whole of Ireland headed by Aillil and Medbh of Connaught,
who were helped by Fergus and other Ulster exiles, in which war
Cuchullain took a prominent part, as is told in the tales of the
Fate of the Sons of Uisnach and in the T4in bé Cuailgne or the
Raid for the Kine of Cooley ; and that the many other tales relating
to Cuchullain and his compeers which have come down to us contain
a reflex of actual fact. In answer to which it may be pointed out
that the testimony of Tighernach merely goes to show that the
euhemerising process was applied to the god-tales of the race at
a much later date than to the hero-tales, a fact which could easily
be parallelled from the mythology of other races; moreover that
the present annals run on without a break so that it is impossible
to lay the finger upon any set of events prior to the fourth century
A.D,, and say * here fable ceases, here history begins.” The partisans
of the historic credibility of the Ultonian cycle look, as a rule, with
an unfavourable eye upon the Ossianic sagas. The larger part of
these are found in MSS. much later than those which contain the
Ultonian cycle, and it is contended that they are mainly the produect
of late romantic fancy working frequently upon themes and
situations borrowed from the older heroic tales.1

Criticism has been applied to the pre-Christian annals with the
result of discrediting them as history, whilst restoring to them a far
more important place among the mind-products of the race as
material for the national mythology. Criticism is also being applied
to the way in which the heroic tales have come down to us. This
must be examined to see if light is thrown upon the position taken
up by most Celtic scholars with respect to the two great cycles of
Irish heroic tradition. Professor Zimmer’s study, the title of which
appears at the head of this article, is the most important contribution
yet made to this branch of Irish scholarship. It is worth the close
attention of everyone interested in Celtic antiquity, were it merely
that it contains detailed summaries of all the more important sagas,

10 See more particularly Prof. Windisch’s *‘ L’ancienne légende Irlandaise et
les poésies Ossianiques.” Rev. Celt. v. 70. and Prof. Kuno Meyer's Introduction
to Cuth Finntraga, 1885.
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Bruden da Derga, the T4in bo Cuailgne, the Conception of
Cuchullain, the Wooing of Etain, the Sick-Bed of Cuchullain (which
tells how the hero was wooed by the Queen of Faéry, etc.) These
summaries should be read by anyone desirous of forming an
unprejudiced opinion about the historic nature of these tales, and
also of appreciating that kinship of tone and feeling between the
Irish sagas and the mediseval Arthurian romance which the present
writer has insisted on elsewhere.!

The special object of Professor Zimmer’s inquiry is the nature and
immediate origin of that version of the Irish sagas found in the Leabe
har na h-Uidhre or LU. An analysis, minute and exhaustive, such as
German scholars have the secret of, reveals the following interesting
facts. LU always presupposes two if not more accounts; it does
not simply juxtapose, but essays to fuse these into one, an attempt,
luckily for us, carried out with little skill and less care. One of the
versions thus used by LU is closely akin to that which the copyist of
the book of Leinster or LL had before him, but it can nevertheless
be asserted that the portions common to these two MSS. are not de-
rived from the same immediate source. MSS. of the thirteenth to
the fifteenth centuries, which present the same version as LL, are
shown not to be copied from that MS,, but to be closer to the hypo-
thetical source from which LU derived its LL version. LL and
the younger MSS. akin to it frequently present the story in a
purer, more genuine form than that found in LU. LL itself shows
traces of having embodied varying redactions of the legends into its
version. The compiler of LU edited as well as harmonised the earlier
accounts be had before him. He interpolates scraps of antiquarian
information ; he glosses archaic words, thereby proving in many in-
stances that he did not clearly understand the text he was dealing
with ; he inserts stage directions, so to say. This editorial matter
was frequently foisted by copyists into the text, giving rise to in-
structive corruptions. By a comparison of the passages in which
LU mentions its authorities and of numerous hints scattered through-
out the MS,, Professor Zimmer makes it well nigh certain that the
compiler in question was not the scribe of the present MS., Moel-
muire (slain in 1106, “ on the floor of the cathedral of Clonmacnoise
by a robber band "), the last representative of a family of clerics and
scholars which flourished at Armagh and Clonmacnoise throughout
the 9th, 10th, and 1lth centuries, but was no other than Flainn
Manistrech bimself, who died, as we have seen, in 1056. Thus not
only LU and LL, but a whole series of much later MSS. are carried

11 Studies on the Legend of the Holy Grail, 1888, ch. x.
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back to the beginning of the eleventh century, if not to an earlier
period,’? and the principal sagas are shown to have been extant at
that date in redactions varying greatly one from the other. The
approximate date of composition of the longest and most important
of these sagas, the Tdin bé Cuailgne, in a shape agreeing sub-
stantially with that derived from comparison of the extant versions
among themselves, can be determined with some degree of certainty.
A late medismval legend tells how the great epic had died out of the
memory of the story-tellers of Ireland, so that not one Ollamh was
found able to repeat it, and how Fergus, the Ulster hero who fled
to Connaught and shared in the invasion of his land, was raised
from the dead at the intercession of the saints of Ireland to dictate
the tale. Professor Zimmer traces this legend back to the ninth
century, but shows that in its earlier form it was entirely pagan,
and that its object was to account for a tradition which connected
the Tdin with Senchan Torpeist, & bard of the early seventh century.
On philological grounds, Professor Zimmer sees no reason to doubt
this tradition. Every time the story was copied and rearranged,
the phonetic and grammatical forms of the day were introduced, but
there still remains much belonging to the oldest stratum of the
language,'® as is evidenced by the fact that the greatest Irish scholar
of the eleventh century not unfrequently- misunderstood his texts.
As an instance of the way in which this analysis of the texts
bears upon the question of their nature—whether historic or mytho-
logical—the tale entitled the “Conception of Cuchullain” may be
cited. This is extant in three versions, one in LU, one in a fifteenth
century MS. agreeing with LU as far as the latter goes but fuller
and a second fifteenth century one. The story tells how the god Lug
carried off Deichtire, sister to Conchobor, and became by her father
of Cuchullain in a similar way to that in which Zeus fathered Metis,
or Gwion, Taliessin. The fifteenth century version, which differs
from LU, presents the facts in a fuller and more coherent form, and
with far greater insistence on the supernatural element. In com-

12 One of the MSS. used by Flainn was the ‘‘ small book of Monasterboice,”
and it is pathetically recorded ‘‘a student took it with him oversea; not a
trace of it ever was found.”

13 These archaic survivals are chiefly found in the long descriptions of the
hero’s dress and accoutrement, and in the set formulas in which the single com-
bats are related. Thesame phenomenon obtains to the present day in the High-
lands. All the best story-tellers introduce passages of measured prose or verse,
““runs,” as Mr. Campbell calls them, which are frequently quite unintelligible to
the narrators themselves, and which belong to a period of the language hundreds of
years older than their ordinary speech. The characteristics of Celtic story-telling
are the same to-day in Gaelic Scotland as they were 1200 years ago in Gaelic
Ireland.
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parison with it the LU account may be called rational. But there
are traces in LU, and still more in the fifteenth century form tally-
ing with it, which show that the other, let us for argument sake say
more archaic, account was known to its compiler, who obviously
preferred the version which had the most historic aspect, but was
unable to eliminate all vestiges of the older, more mythic form.!

We thus see that the great body of Irish saga literature belong-
ing to the Ultonian cycle dates, in its present shape, back to the tenth
century, that there is a MS. tradition for part of it reaching back
to the seventh century, that different forms of the same saga can
be distinguished as far back as we have the means of tracing, and
that these sagas have been subjected to the same harmonising, not
to say euhemerising process as the earlier annals, the same medisval
scholar being prominent in the one as in the other case.

We are denied, save to a very inconsiderable extent,’® one means
of testing the real nature of the Ulster Sagas, that of viewing them
in living folk-tradition. Whether or no it be held a proof that the
Ossianic cycle is more or less historical than the Ultonian, it is certain
that it haslived on tenaciously in the folk-mind down to the present
day. Comparatively little attention has as yet been given to the
comparison and analysis of the texts of this cycle, their almost entire
absence from the oldest MSS. and the a priori views held as to their
origin being the cause of this neglect. But by one, and that a most
instructive instance, we can tell that this cycle has gone through, at
as early a period as the other, the same euhemerising process. A
15th century tale, the Boyish Exploits of Finn MacCumbhail, pre-
sents him as a hero of adventures analogous to those of Cyrus, of
Perseus, of Romulus, of Siegfried, and of some twenty other Aryan
heroes. This same tale is yet told by Highland peasants.!® It isalso
found in LU divested of supernatural accessories and presented as a
sober matter of fact chronicle. Which is the more probable—that
the 10th century version is genuine history and has been turned into
a romantic tale on all fours with the above quoted hero-legends, and
this by an Irishman who probably never heard of these latter, and
certainly knew nothing of them beyond the names of the heroes ; or

14 This story has been analysed by Mons. L. Duvau, Rev. Celt. ix. I, as
well as by Prof. Zimmer.

1¥ What there is has been brought together by Mr. MacBain in the Celtic
Maguzine, under the heading ‘‘ Hero Tales of the Gael” By far the most
interesting remnants of the Ultonian cycle in living folk-tradition are the version
of Deirdre (the Fate of the Sons of Usnech) noted in the Highlands 20 years
ago, and the popular version of T4in bé Cuailgne, noted some 30 years ago.

18 Oss. Soc. Transact. iv. 289. The living folk-versions are Campbell, Ixxiv.,
‘¢ The Great Fool,” and Ixxxii., * How the Een was set up.”



120 LITERATURE.

that it is the rationalised, euhemerised form of a current tradition
which was not noted in its popular shape until some centuries later ?
Put in this way the question admits of but one answer It so
happens, however, that this tale involves a considerable portion of
the Ossianic saga which is thus seen to have been extant in a
popular form not later than the 10th century, and to have been
euhemerised not later than the 11th century. The fact, moreover,
that much of this cycle portrays the struggle of the Celts with Norse
invaders and cannot have assumed its present shape before the 8th-
Oth centuries, may prove its lateness as compared with the Ultonian
cycle but in no way proves its dependence upon the latter, or the
third century historical character of its heroes.

It was pardonable before the rise of the comparative method in
mythological study for Irish antiquaries to hold fast by the historic
character of their heroic literature. Such a view can hardly be
justified at the present day. Reference to Greek mythology shows
that the very same incidents or incident-groups may and do figure
in different strains of tribal tradition, although only connected in
the original tribal unity. Comparison of the Celtic Heldensage with
that of all Aryan and many non-Aryan races, shows that it is
largely made up of similar scenes and situations, which again are
closely allied to scenes and situations found on the one hand in god-
tales, on the other in folk-talesall the world over, and that a common
element can be disengaged fromall such tales the marked characteristic
of which is the supernatural. Even if this latter were not the case, it
would still be absurd to urge that heroes always do the same things
and possess the same attributes—human life even in its most
unsophisticated stage is of a richer and more varied texture
than a hero-tale—and when it is seen that these invariable
feats and attributes are supernatural in their essence, the
conclusion is obvious. The similarity in question does not arise from
these tales being everywhere the reflex of historic events which were
everywhere alike, but from their being products of the human mind
in a definite stage of culture through which most races have passséd,
and which may be called for convenience sake the mythic stage.
That these tales are hero-tales, not god- or folk-tales, is due to the
influence exerted upon them by actual historic facts, and it is always
legitimate to attempt to ascertain the extent and scope of such
influence. But the real interest of these tales lies elsewhere—in
their testimony concerning the culture-growth of the race which has

17 Cf. for a full discussion of this point my ‘“ Aryan Expulsion and Return
Formula amony the Celts,” Folk-Lore Record iv.
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shaped them, in their evidence to fixed and general laws of mental
development for the whole of mankind.

On a priori grounds the Irish hero-tales should be as mythical as
those of other races, and an analysis of the forms in which we have
them strengthens this assumption. What has Professor Rhys to say
on this and on the kindred subjects alluded to in the foregoing pages?
We must gather his opinions from his mode of using the sources, as
he nowhere discusses their nature and origin. He evidently looks
upon the Irish heroic cycles as mythical; he accepts the Ossianic
saza as genuine tradition and not as second-hand romance; he
treats as mythical many Welsh poems which Mr. Skene’s school
would declare historical; he holds the Welsh Tales to be genuine
echoes of native myth ; finally, he does not scruple to use much of
the Triadic literature, and he detects mythical characteristics in a
class of Welsh poems not hitherto spoken of, one that owing to its
well-nigh impenetrable obscurity has hitherto repelled all sober
investigators, and has attracted with proportionate force the whole
tribe of “bardic” and * neo-druidic” fanatics, serving them as a
basis for their fantastic imaginings.

The present writer holds Professor Rhys’ omission to state clearly
his views concerning the sources to be the gravest defect of his
work, and he expresses this conviction with the less hesitation that
he is on the whole at one with Professor Rhys concerning the naturc
of the older Celtic literature, and that he yields to no one in admira-
tion of the learning, ingenuity, and stimulating charm of these
lectures. But it cannot be denied that Professor Rhys’ views stand
or fall by whatever opinion be held about the Irish and Welsh tales
and poems; if these are either distorted reminiscences of actual fact
or productions of the individual fancy, all Professor Rhys’ hypotheses
go by the board. What the latter has done is to construct a highly
plausible mythologic system out of his materials and thereby to
afford strong evidence of their genuine mythic character. But
adversaries of mythologic interpretation are hardly likely to disarm
before a theory, however telling and ingenious, the basis of which,
according to other eminent Celtic scholars, is radically unsound. It
is thus to be feared that only those who are willing to take Pro-
fessor Rhys’ treatment of his materials on trust, or who have been
led by independent study to similar results, will accept his hypotheses
as even a working basis for future research. It is strongly to be
hoped that Professor Rhys will before long repair this omission, the
more 80 as he is perhaps the only living scholar capable of throwing
light upon some of the Welsh evidence.

I
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In his sketch of Irish mythology, Monsieur d’ Arbois de Jubain-
ville had restricted himself almost exclusively to one set of documents,
the euhemerised pre-Christian annals. Thanks to this restriction,
and to the French gift of clear and orderly exposition, he was able to
resolve Irish mythology into a series of variations upon one theme—
the struggle of the gods of light, life and learning against those of
death, darkness and storm, from whom they nevertheless proceed,
and whom they never entirely overcome, as the latter retain their
sway in that other world to which heroes go after their death, and
to which they sometimes penetrate in this life. He illustrated tbis
theme, outside Celtic myth, chiefly from the oldest stratum of
Hellenic cosmogonic belief, and the system constructed by the
parallelism of these two forms of Aryan myth is coherent and
rational. No such impression of plan or order can at first be
gathered from Professor Rhys lectures; the range is far wider,
every possible soarce of Celtic myth being examined and discussed.
The field of parallelism with other Aryan mythical systems is pro-
portionately widened, Norse and Vedic literature in especial being
freely laid under contribution. A clue is however provided to the
labyrinth in the shape of a hypothetical reconstruction of the
carliest Celtic, or rather common Aryan creed in the pro-ethnic
period the gist of which is as follows:*—All things spring from a
primal pair, Heaven and Earth, who lay for ages interlocked in close
embrace, till they were violently thrust asunder by their children.
Heaven was mutilated, or mangled, and of his limbs the universe as
we now see it was fashioned. The offspring of this first pair fall
into two classes: light beings, gods; dark beings, Titans. A Titan
took the leading part in the separation of Heaven and Earth, and
ruled until dispossessed by the gods, headed by his youngest son ;
but although driven frem the throne of supreme power, he stiil
held sway in the kingdom of the dead, and over the produce of
the earth. Earliest lord of the universe, he was thus the first
father of the creation, animate and inanimate, and it was ever a
matter of piety to reckon darkness before light, night before day,
winter before summer. Mecanwhile the new king had conflicts to
wage in which we may see pictured forth the victories of light and
warmth in the summer, their reverses in the winter. In these con-
flicts, he and his kin were aided by the Sun-Hero, no true god, but
son of a mortal so wise and bold that he won for mankind from the
vods and from the rulers of the nether-world many boons, such as
the domestic animals, the strong drink that cheers and inspires man,

18 Pages 669-674
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in fact all the means of wealth and comfort. This was the Culture-
Hero, who became in some lands more famous and beloved than
even the king of the gods himself. This substitution of godlike
mortals for earlier purely elemental gods is regarded by Professor
Rhys as a sign of progress. The advance of civilization as well as
the course of Nature became henceforth matter for mythical
speculation.

It will be seen that this hypothetical sketch tallies in many re-
spects with that of Monsieur d’Arbois de Jubainville. Readers of
Mr. Lang will not require to be told that this assumed pro-ethnic
Aryan creed has parallels among well nigh all the known races of
the world® The novelty of Professor Rhys’ views lies chiefly in
his conception of the relations between the Culture-Hero and the
Sun-Hero and of both to the Immortals, as well as in the theory
that the worship of the former marks a distinct advance in the
history of human religious belief.

These Lectures may be described in brief, as an attempt to fit
into the above frame, all the scattered indications, no matter how
obscure or fragmentary, that can bz recovered from the literary re-
mains of Celtic antiquity. What has been noted ahove as the first
class of testimony to Celtic mythic belief, naturally comes first under
consideration. Starting from the well-known passage of Cmsar,
(vi. 17), that the Gauls worshipped Mercury above all other gods,
and after him Apollo, Mars, Jupiter and Minerva, Professor Rhys
identifies this Gaulish Mercury, the Ogmios of Lucian with the
Irish Ogma, the god of eloquence and, according to a later legend,
the inventor of writing. Of Apollo, says Caesar, they (z.e. the Gauls)
entertain much the same opinion as other nations, namely, that he
drives away diseases, and it is indeed as a patron of medicinal
springs that he is chiefly known to us from the inscriptions; among
his many appellatives is one, Maponos, that permits of his equation
with a personage of Welsh tradition, Mabon the son of Modron who
figures in the Mabinogi of Kilhwch and Olwen. Another appella-
tive of the god gives rise to one of the buldest and most fascina-
ting conjectures of the work. An inscription found near Wiesbaden
gives a fragment of dedication to Apollini Toutiorigi. This title of
Toutioriz, king of the people, recalls the dpxnyérys, xriomys, olkwrmis,

.applied to the Hellenic Apollo. Likeaess of name between this
Celto-Teutonic Sun-god and the historical Theodoric the Great, is
conjecturel to have brouzht about that fusion of a Sun-hero myth

19 Cf. more especially, p. 303.
20 Myth, Ritual, and Religion, ch. vii. viii.
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with the history of the Gothic emperor to which we owe the
Medieval Dietrichsaga. If this conjecture be well founded, it
would be hard to find a more striking instance of the service which
the studies of epigraphy and heroic tradition can render one to the
other.

Csmsar’s mention of the Gaulish Mars, to whom he seems to
assign a more important position in the Celtic Pantheon than to
any other god save Mercury, raises interesting questions. Inscrip-
tions and other evidence are adduced to show that the war-god had
originally the same supremacy among the Celtic as Zeus among the
Hellenic Immortals. Thus alone can the Irish name of his consort,
the war-goddess, be explained, Morrigu, the Great Queen. But by
Csesar’s time he had already begun to yield in popular veneration
to the d:partmental deities of trade and eloquence (Mercury), and
of healing (Apollo) ; hence his position, third on Cesar’s list. None
among the personages of Celtic mythic literature can be positively
identitied with him. The Jupiter of the Roman represents a deity
akin rather to the Norse Thor than to the Hellenic Zeus, a sky
god conceived of mainly as a wielder of the thunderbolt, hence the
friend of the husbandman whom he aids by dispelling the blights
and storm clouds that vex and harry the earth. Here again no
definite personage of Celtic myth as we now have it, can be set over
against this Gaulish Asus. It is otherwise with the fifth figure of
Ceesar’'s Pantheon, Minerva, with whom the Irish Brigit can be
identified on good grounds.

Another being mentioned by Ceesar as an object of worship on
the part of the Gauls, although not formally included in the list of
their gods, is the Chthonian deity, Dis Pater, from whom it is re-
corded that the Gauls believed themselves descended. He is figured
on the monuments as horned, and is paralleled most suggestive'y
with the Norse Heimdall, the ancient god whom early genealogic
myths make the ancestor of all the races of man. In the consort of
this Gaulish Pluto, Professor Rhys sees the Irish Danu, Welsh Don,
mother of the whole clan of the Irish Immortals, the Tuatha de
Danann or Tribes of the Goddess Danu, to whom correspond in
Welsh myth Gwydion and his brethren, sons of Don, the protagon-
ists in the oldest stratum of Welsh Tales. Celtic mythology tells
us nothing of Danu’s husband, and but little more than tl e nime,
Beli, of Don’s. In this insistence on the mother in the collcetive
name applied to the Celtic Olympus, Professor Rhys sees a trace of
primitive matriarchalism, but the fact does not imply that the
insular Celts paid greater worship to the goddess than to the god
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of the nether-world. Parallels to the latter are found in Bran and
in Lomna, both of whom figure the deity as a wonder working or
magic head. A light is thus thrown upon those monuments which
represent the Gaulish Dis under the shape of a monstrous head.

So far the analysis of the Gaulish sources. It will be noticed
how few figures in this Pantheon can be profitably equated with
personages of Irish or Welsh mythic literature, and how little such
equations as are fairly certain advance us. When we step out of
the world of Gaulish religion into that of the insular Celts new
names and new aspects of the divinities confront us. Professor
Rhys lays little stress upon this point which might easily be urged
against him, but which, if examined closely, bears out his general
theory. The religion of the Continental Celts is known to us
almost solely in a hierarchical and ritual shape, that of the islanders
in an heroic shape, in which the deities, even when recognisable as
such, have almost entirely lost all theologic connotation. A glance
at the insular Olympus makes this evident. In Ireland this is
formed by those descendants of the nether-world goddess, known
collectively as the Tuatha de Danann, chief among whom are the
Dagda Mor, Nuada of the Silver Hand, Ogma, Dian Cecht, Lug and
Lir in the first generation, Manannan mac Lir and Oengus, son of
the Dagda, in the second generation. As already stated, Welsh myth
sets over against these the children of Don, Gwydion, Gilvaethwy,
Amaethon, Govannon, Arianrhod, in the first generation ; Lleu, son
of Gwydion and Arianrhod, in the second generation. Another im-
mortal family of Welsh myth is that of Llyr with his children
Bran, Manawyddan and Branwen. The identity of Manannan and
Manawyddan is evident and has far-reaching consequences. In
Irish, as in Welsh tradition, the father’s nane is indifferently Llyr-
Lludd or Lir-Alloid® The form Lludd, there is every reason to
believe, is equal to Nudd, the permutation of the initial consonant
being due to the alliterative analogy of the epithet Lamargentjos
(silver handed) applied to him. The Welsh Lludd (Llyr) is thus
the equivalent of the Irish Nuada of the Silver Hand and his
family, with that of Don, is the Brythonic counterpart of the
Tuatha de Danann. The presumably older form, Nudd, is likewise
known to Welsh tradition as the name of the father of beings,

21 Prof. Rhys seems to look upon Llyr and Lludd as originally distinct (p.
562), but this view involves needless difficulties. Thus Creiddylad is sometimes
daughter of Llyr, sometimes of Lludd, and a Triad makes Llyr one of the three
supreme prisoners of the Isle of Britain instead of Lludd who generally occupies
this position (p. 577). It seems easier to admit original identity than that the
Welsh scribes were always making mistakes.
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chiefly associated with the nether-world, such as Gwynn ab Nudd.
Now in no one single case doany of these mythic beings come before
us straightforwardly as gods, the nearest approach being in the
case of some of the Tuatha de Danann, to whom such godlike attri-
butes as immortality, invisibility at will, and power over the fate
of man are given. But, as a rule, these immortals have descended
from their high estate and become pre-Christian kings and warriors.
If the romance of Euhemeros were our ouly source of information
about Zeus we should have some difficulty in reconstructing his
real figure.

It is in this Nuada, this Lludd, this mythic silver-handed king,
that Professor Rhys seeks a representative of the Aryan sky-god
whose brightest manifestation is the Hellenic Zeus. Nuada derives
his epithet from the hand manufactured to replace that lost in
battle against the powers of darkness, the Fomori. Even so the
original Teutonic sky-god Tiu, the Norse Tyr, lost his hand, bitten
off by Fenri’s Wolf, and Zeus was hamstrung by Typho and healed
by Hermes. Admit these equations and read the Irish and Welsh
accounts together, then Nuada (Zeus) is father of Bran, who has
already been compared with Dis (Pluto), and of Manannan, whose
appearance throughout Irish legend stamps him as a sea-god, and
we thus obtain a Celtic parallel to the Hellenic trio, Zeus, Poseidon,
Pluto, with this difference that the Celtic tky-god fathers the two
remaining personages of the trinity. This seems inconsistent with
the position claimed for Bran as representative of Dis, and hence of
the original Titan ruler of the universe banished by the sky-god,
but this inconsistency is but one of many of which Professor Rhys
frankly admits the existence in his reconstruction of Celtic myth.

The account of Nuada’s struggle against his monstrcus enemies is
far less circumstantial than that of Zeus against the Titans and Giants.
The Welsh record of Lludd’s threefold conflict with the Coranians,
the food-plundering giant, and with the demonicc steed of Malen sup-
plements usefully the Irish evidence, and enables us to reconstiuct a
Celtic parallel to the Norse war of the Anses against the Wanes,
against the Fenri Wolf, and finally against Swart and his hellish
allies; as well as to the Hellenic sequence : the conflict of the gods of
Olympus, first against the Titans, then against the Giants, and lastly
against Typho. The weakness of the Nuada-Zeus parallel lies in
the fact that there is no trace in Nuada-Lludd’s career of any such
transaction as that by which Zeus wrested the headship of the gods
from his father Kronos. But Professor Rhys is far from holding
Nuada to e the only Celtic representative of the Aryan sky-god ;
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Conchobor, the Ulster king, is such another, and he only won the
kingship by dispossessing his uncle Fergus. Another Irish Zeus is
Oengus the Mac Oc, son of the Dagda, who throughout Irish legend,
of which he is one of the favourite personages,”® appears as lord of
a mysterious land of Cockayne, akin to those Isles of the Blest over
which Saturn-Kronos reigns. This is the Brugh of the Boyne, the
favourite dwelling seat of the Dagda, from which Oengus drove
him by guile. This substitution has led to Oengus taking over .
most of his father’s characteristics, so that instead of being the youth-
ful Zeus of the Goidelic world he figures rather as tlie king of the dead
in nether dusk. He retains however one of his sky-god attributes,
a glass grianan, or sunbower, which he carries about with him,
image of the sun, “centre of a vast expanse of light which moves
with him as he hastens towards the west.” This leads to a com-
parison with Merlin whom the Romances describe as prisoned within
unseen impalpable walls, sometimes within a translucent glass
tower, and whose relations to Vortigern are set over against those of
Zeus to Kronos. Again there is a famous Irish story which tells
how the Mac Oc was visited at night by the vision of a most
beauteous maiden, for desire of whom he fell into grievous sickness
from which he might not be healed until he found out and wedded
the maiden. A very similar story is found in Welsh with Maxen
Wiledig, the bistorical emperor Maximus, as its hero. Professor
Rhys suspects a euhemeristic substitution of Maxen for Merlin, a
conjecture in favour of which he adduces a curious bit of side evi-
dence : the Nennian genealogics make Maxen descend from Con-
stantine the Great in defiance of history, this seems to be because
Merlin Emrys is commonly represented as son of Constantine.

This Merlin-Zeus equation raises afresh the question of sources.
Professor Rhys relies here to some extent upon the Norman-French
Arthurian romances. Now, many competent scholars, e.g., Forster,
the editor of Crestien de Troies, are inclined to minimise to the
utmost the Celtic element in these romances, and to treat them as
part and parcel of the great romantic literature of the Middle Ages,
as workings of the individual poetic fancy upon themes derived
from the East or from Classic antiquity. The present writer by no
means shares this view which he mentions to show what effect the
acceptance of Professor Rhys’ views on Celtic mythology would
have on the study of mediseval romance.

Another adumbration of the Aryan sky-god is the Irish Cumall
representing an original Celtic Camulos equivalent to the Teutonic

22 In living folk-tradition he appears as the Slim Swarthy Champion. Cf.
Campbell No. xviie: and K. v. K., Erin, Vol. ii., p.105.
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Himmel. We know of him almost solely as the father of Finn, the
pscudo-historic third century leader of the Fenian militia. Cumall,
father of Finn, thus corresponds on Irish ground to Nudd, father of
Gwyna on Welsh ground. The latter certainly, and Finn in paxt,
are, despite their name signifying white, treated as dark divinities,
although the difficulties which this raises are frankly admitted.
Finn appears namely in many Irish legends as a Celtic Siegfried
and as an Irish Gwion, in other words with unmistakeable solar
characteristics, whereas ex Lypothesi he is a ruler in the dark
realm of facry, and as such figures in antagonism to the fair-haired
Diarmaid, the most beauteous of the Fenian heroes, a representa-
tive of the Sun Hero. Professor Rhys suspects a confusion of two
Finns of incompatible characters under one name. This is a
hazardous resource, and indeed Professor Rhys would be the first to
allow that in this case his hypotheses are more than usually con-
jectural.

To return to the Ccltic Zeus. He is one of the few Celtic
divinities of whomn we are permitted a glimpse in his ritual aspect.
Cenn Cruaich, the Head of the Mound (the idol said to have been
overturned by St. Patrick), and the cult of which he is known to
have been the object, seem to be connected with this god, as also
the rites of Druidism. The oaks sacred to Zeus are important in
this connection, and Professor Rhys’ claim for the sky-god that he
was the especial object of Druidic Veneration seems well founded.
We can thus understand his frequent appearaunce in Celtic myth as
the greatest wizard of his race, Merlin, Oengus of the Brugh, or
Math ab Mathonwy.

The traces of purely elemental divinities are, it will be seen,
scanty in Celtic mythology, and it is only in the light of other
Aryan mythic systems that their significance can be recognised.
We are in somewhat better case with what Professor Rhys holds
to be a secondary stage in the development of mythic belief, that in
which the chief part is played by god-like men rather than man-
like gods. Mr. Lang and mythologists of his way of thinking
would certainly hold this stage to be an earlier and not a later one,
and if Professor Rhys had more fully set forth his views on this
point it would be of the highest importance to mythological study
to determine which of the two conflicting hypotheses is the right
one. At present it is not casy to see why Professor Rhys lays so
much stress upon this theory of the supersession of anthropomor-
phic deities by deified heroes, nor what support he conceives to be
afforded to it by the Celiic evidence. The most prominent repre-
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sentatives of the Culture Hero and of the Sun Hero are found by him
on Celtic ground in Gwydion, the son of Don,and in Lug. Now, both
of these personages are as decidedly members of the Celtic Olympus
asany of those to whom such a character is assigned in these lectures.
If they are not of the race of Immortals it is hard to see by what
criteria the latter are to be distingnished. Indeed it is only by
recourse to the better preserved Hellenic mythology that the
theory can be set forth. Herakles® who aids the Olympians in
their strife against the giants was certainly conceived of as different
in nature from the gods; in the complex Herakles-Myth the solar
elements have long been recognised as the most important, so that
Herakles may be said to be the typical Hellenic Sun Hero. But
his career shows unmistakeable parallelism with that of Cuchullain,
who is moreover a reincarnation of Lug, the Celtic sun-god par ex-
* cellence. Cuchullain should then, to fully correspond to Herakles,
appear as a mortal aiding immortals. At first blush there is
nothing to distinguish him from the other Ulster warriors save his
immensely exaggerated heroic attributes and his more obvious con-
nection with the supernatural world. But the Ultonian Court lay
under a strange disability from which alone Cuchullain and his
father were free ; at stated times they had to lie abed powerless to
defend themselves against their enemies. Irish sagas attribute this
to their being en couvade, or else treat it, according to a legend
alluded to in these pages, as the result of a curse laid upon the
Ulstermen in punishment of a wicked exercise of the kingly power.
Prof. Rhys treats the exemption of Cuchullain from this strange
disability as evidencing a radical difference between him and the
other Ulster braves. It seems rather an Irish way of characteris-
ing humanity to free it from the limitations of godhood. Ex
kypothesi too, we should expect to find something similar in the
case of Lug, of Lleu, of Diarmaid, and of the other Celtic adumbra-
tions of the Sun Hero instanced by Professor Rhys. Thisisnot so,
and the present writer would urge that it is far simpler to look
upon the myths about Herakles or Cuchullain as belonging to a
later stage of development than those about Apollo or Lug, a stage
in which the clemental nature of the supernatural being had been
almost entirely obscured, and he had assumed more human charac-
teristics, the most marked of which was that he was not treated as

an object of worship.

23 With Prof. Rhys’ view that the cult of the Sun and Culture Heroes is an
advance upon that of the elomental deities, may be compared Michelet's
noble chapter on Herakles in the Bille de I Humanite,

24 Ante, Vol. 1., p. 151.
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Professor Rhys having thus established the human nature of the
Sun Hero, that of his father, the Culture Hero, seems to be tacitly
assumed by him. The relationship is only vouched for by Welsh
Tradition which makes Lleu (the Welsh equivalent of Lug) son of
Gwydion, supported also by Norse mythology, which gives Woden
as father to Balder the sun god. The parallel between Gwydion,
Woden and Indra, is indeed one of the most suggestive and impor-
tant in the book, especially noticeable being the result that in this
particular, Brythonic (Welsh) myth is far closer to Teutonic than to
Goidelic (Irish) myth. The comparison with Indra, held to be a
deified man, enables Professor Rhys to carry back, so to say, this
semi-human nature to Gwydion. Vedic mythologists are at such
hopeless variance one with another, that the present writer does not
venture to express any opinion as to the soundness of this view,
but he would point out that the parallel with Woden gives it little,
if any support. It seems probable that the elemental featurces,
which have lived on in the folk-conception of Woden as the leader
of the Wild Hunt, are the oldest part of his complex personality.

Be this as it may, it detracts nothing from the interest of Pro-
fessor Rhys’ examination of the Culture-Hero legend, as set forth
in the career of Gwydion, of Cairbre, of Aitherne and of numerous
other personages of Celtic myth. Chief among the incidents of this
legend are the winning of the dowmestic animals from the terrene
deities, the harrying of Hades for the purpose of despoiling its lord
of the magic cauldron of renovation and inspiration, the acquisition
of poetic and magic eraft by sufferings voluntarily undergone in the
prison house of the netherworld god, also, tho’ but dimly alluded to,
the creation of the present race of men. One extremely significant
omission from this list will be noticed at once ; there is apparently
no Celtic version of the Winning of Fire which in most other
mythologies, Aryan and non-'Aryan, is the central, often indeed the
only incident of the whole culture-legend.

Equal interest attaches to the examination of the Sun-Hero
myth. It is impossible within the limits of this article to do full
justice to the way in which indications scattered throughout the
whole range of Celtic literature are woven into a continuous
strand of mythic narrative. The parallel between Lleu and Balder,
as that between Gwydion and Woden, is worked out with con-
vincing ingenuity ; so long, indeed, as the argument is confined to
the older cycle of the Tuatha de Danann or their Welsh congeners,
little opposition is likely to be raised to Professor Rhys’ views. Itis
when he lays “ solar ” hands upon such personages as Cuchullain or
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Diarmaid that protest is certain to be made. Whether with rcason or
not, a glance at the facts of Cuchullain’s career, as we gather them
from the oldest texts concerning bim, will show. He was a reincar-
nation of the god Lug, conceived by his mother as a virgin, through
the swallowing of an insect in water ; at the age of five he over-
came all the Ultonian youths at their games in the play field ; at
seven he set out alone on the war-path, and returned laden with
trophies ; when the battle fury was upon him he became distorted,
so that his calves would twist round to where his shins should be,
one eye would sink deep in his head, the other would thrust itself
forward, his size became gigantic, and a spark of fire stood on every
hair ; to cool this fury, it was necessary to plunge him successively
into three baths of cold water, the first two of which would in-
stantly boil over ; he slew his enemies by fifties at the time; single
handed he held all the warriors of Erin at bay, whilst the Ulster-
men were en couvade; he was beloved of a Queen of Faéry, in
bird-shape, with whom he passed a year, and from whom he was
separated by the direct intervention of Manannan mac Lir, the
Celtic sea god; he was brought up by an amazon whose island
home could only be reached by the aid of friendly beasts and
magic talismans, and on whose daughter he begot a son, whom he
was afterwards to slay unawares, as Rustem slew Sohrab ; he fought
with and overcame the Irish war goddess, the Morrigu or great
Queen ; he released, Perseus-like, a maiden exposcd to the powers of
the deep. Take away from him adventures such as these, and the
supernatural attributes by which he is enabled to perform them,
and what remains ?—the bald fact of his having lived and overcome
a number of hostile braves and died—something of little, if any,
more historical moment than the statement of the nursery tale
“that once upon a time there lived a king and a queen, and they
had a daughter.” Quite true, but what interests us is to learn that
after the queen’s death the princess hid herself from her father’s
pursuit in disguises given her by her dead mother transformed into
" an animal, all of which is certainly not true. That which is of
moment in the Cuchullain saga is the part which 4s not because it can
not be true, the part in which he achieves the same supernatural
feats and possesses the same supernatural attributes as heroes all the
world over achieve and possess. It is simply begging the question
to look upon these as later legendary accretions; on the contrary, we
have already seen that Professor Zimmer’s analysis of the oldest texts
shows how, instead of bhaving been amplified in a romantic sense,
they have rather been harmonized and rationalised in a euheme-
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ristic sense. And, be it remembered, Professor Zimmer is a believer
in the historical character of the Ultonian cycle, he doubts the
existence of its heroes as little as he does that of Arminius.®

The view that Cuchullain “is the sun but the sun as a person
about whom a mass of stories bave gathered, some of which probably
never had any reference to the sun, and in some of which he is
merely an exaggerated warrior, and a distorted man,” % is thusin the
present writer’s opinion a correct one, if it be borne in mind that
Cuchallain never was the sun in the same sense as Lug, .e. a being,
the object of a ritual cult. One of the most interesting chapters of
these Lectures is that which discusses the nature of the great re-
ligious festivals of which Celtic antiquity made Lug the institutor.
Foremost among these is the festival of the first of August, cele-
brating the defeat of the mythic beings who by blighting chills and
fogs war against the farmer’s crops. The Irish name of this feast
Lug-nassad is explained as signifying Lug’s wedding, so that in
reality what was celebrated were the espousals of the sun-god and
the kingdom. With this August feast of Lug, Professor Rbys
connects the festival known to have been held every first of August
at Lugdunum (Lyons), one of the many towns dedicated to the god.
A traditional survival of this great feast may possibly be found in
the Gwyl Awst of Wales.

The other great Celtic festival, Samhain, Allhallows, is likewise
connected with the sun-god whose power gradually falling off since
the great August feast, now finally gives way before his enemies,
the powers of darkness of winter. The mythic expression of this
conception is found in the death of Diarmaid, the Sun Hero of
the Fenian cycle, slain by the boar through the wiles of Finn who
here represents a dark divinity, at first robbed of his wife Graine
by Diarmaid, and afterwards avenging himself upon the hero and
winning back the faithless one to be his consort during the winter
months. Welsh folk-lore again furnishes a parallel in the bonfire
customs of Allhalloween, and in the allusions to the mysterious
black sow whose power was then to be dreaded. To this Celtic
feast an Hellenic analogue seems to exist in the Chalceia, the
festival of Athene and Hephaestus, with its torchlight procession re-
calling the Welsh kindling of bonfires and the Irish custom of dis-
tributing fire to the hearths of Erinn at Samhain. A counterpart
of the Lug-nassad may be found on Hellenic soil in the
Panathenaea, whilst the Athenian Thargelic and the Delian Delic

25 Kelt. Studien, Vol. ii. p. 189.
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